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I*' 

TWENTIETH  COMGllESS—FfRST  SESSION: 
Goxmeivs  ase.  3»  1837,  avb  mm  mat  36, 1838. 


aCRATE.]        /lrj<  iVKeecftf^j  m  SmaU.—Impn*oitmaUjor  Debt,— Printer  to  the  Senate,    [Dae.  3, 4, 5,  1837. 


DEBATES  IN 


MOHMTtDlCIMBKB  3,  1837. 

THE  hovr  of  twelve  hanng:  airiTed,  the  Hononble 
JOHN  a  CALHOUN,  Vice  Pretidetit  ol  the  United 
Stsln,  took  the  ChUr.  The  roll  of  Senitora  having 
bees  oBed  over  by  Mr.  Lowrix,  the  Secretaiy,  it  ftp- 
pared  that  evei7  member  wai  in  attendftnce,  except  Mr. 
WsMTXx,  of  MuMchusetts,  and  Mr.  Tsoiui,  of  lUinoii. 

The  otUi  of  ofBce  woa  then  adminiitered  to  such  mem- 
bcn  Mt  having  been  elected  nnce  the  laat  aeaion,  now 
take  th^  aeats  for  ux  years  from  the  present  time. 

Oa  tDotion  of  Ur.  MACON,  the  Secretory  was  ordered 
ts  wait  opon  tbe  House  of  RepresentatiTei^  and  infwm 
tien  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  present)  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  bnainess.  He  returned,  and  reported  that 
tbe  House  bad  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker. 

IHPBISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose  to  give  notice 
that,  on  Wednesday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  intro> 
dace  abiA  "to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt"  Mr.  J. 
accon^Mmed  thn  notice  with  a  few  remarks,  stating  his 
desire  that  this  subject  might  receive  the  mriy  attention 
of  the  Bcwtc,  so  thirt  ha  <ate  migh^  without  fiwUier  delay, 
be  made  known  to  Hm  nation.   He  cotuidered  itbia  da^ 
lo  presa  the  subject  at  the  present  session,  and  should 
have  done  so  at  the  last,  but  be  had  forborne,  in  consi- 
detation  of  id  bdnf  the  sbcwt  seanon  of  Congress  and  a 
cxowd  <d  ctiier  buaineaa  deman^ng  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

A  message  was  then  received  frtHn  tbe  House  of  Re- 
preaentBtives  by  thur  Clerk,  announcing  that  a  c^uonun 
of  that  Boose  liadaaaenUed ;  that  AiiDBaw:  Stbtbhsov, 
of  \'irgiiiia,  had  been  elected  their  Speaker,  and  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  to  buuness. 

Soon  after,  a  second  message  informed  the  Senate  that 
the  House  bad  passed  a  jmnt  resdution,  that  a  Commit- 
tee be  appointed  by  each  House,  to  wait  on  tbe  President 
of  tbe  Umted  States,  and  itrfbrm  him  that  they  were  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  he  might  have  to  make. 

The  resolution  was  concurred  in,  uid  Messrs.  Macov, 
and  Sxm,  of  Matylattd,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
the  part  of  tbe  Senate. 

Tvxsvar,  Diumbbb  4, 1837. 
Hr.  MACON,  fieom  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
appomted  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  they  nad  done  so,  and  had  received  for  an- 
swer that  tbe  Prendent  would  make  a  communication,  in 
wxiliiie,  to  both  Houses,  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 


THE  SENATE. 


The  Message,  (which  mil  be  found  in  the  J^^itm^Xf} 
was  shortly  wer  received  from  tbe  PBsauBBT  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  his  Private  Secreta-  . 
ty :  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bux,  it  was  ordered  that  three 
thousand  copies  of  tlie  Message,  and  one  tfaouaapd  fire 
hundred  copies  of  tbe  documents  accoinpai^inf  It*  Im 
printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Senate. 

On  motion  (rf*  Mr.  EATON,  the  hour  to  vUdi  tbe  Seaate 
shall  stand  a^ontned,  was  fixed  at  13  o'clock,  un^  fur- 
ther ordered. 

PRINTER  TO  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  EATON,  after  aobie  prefttory  remariu  in  relation  to 
the  embarraaring  situation  of  the  Seeretaty  of  the  Senate, 
who  was  at  a  losa  to  know  who  waa  to  be  considered  aa 
the  .Senate  Printer,  offered  the  fdlowing  Preamble  and 
Resolution : 

In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  in  1819,  regulating  the 
subject  of  printing  for  the  two  Houses,  respectively,  an 
election  having  been  had  by  the  Senate  during  the  last 
sesnen,  for  a  printer  to  the  Senate,  and  Duff  Green  hav. 
ing,  according  to  the  provimna  o£  the  a^  Resolution, 
received  tbe  greatest  number  of  votes :  Therefore, 

Beaohedt  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  aakl 
Duff  Green  is  duly  elee^  printer  to  the  Senate. 

After  a  debate  of  aome  animation,  in  which  Messrs. 
EATON,  HATNE,  BENTON,  BERRIEN,  and  WOOD- 
BURT,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  MACON.  HARRISON, 
CHAMBERS,  and  ROBBINS,.  opposed  the  Reai^tion, 
(ineffectual  attempu  having  been  made  to  hf  h  on  tbe 
uble  and  to  postpone  ita  oonrideratlon  imtil  tMHimWi) 
it  was  carried  by  TeU  and  Nays,  as  follows : 

TEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Benient 
Branch,  Chandler,  Dickeison,  Eaton,  El]i%  Hayne,  John' 
son  of  Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McKinlc^,  HcLane,  Ridge- 
ley,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury 
—35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Booligny,  Chamben, 
Chase,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks^  Johnston  of  Lotddanat 
Knight,  Macon,  Maries,  N<^le,  Puris,  Robbins,  Bi^lea, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Willey— 19. 


WsiiirxBOAT,  DacEicBBR  5,  1837. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  agreeably  to  leave,  in* 
troduccd  a  bill  lo  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  t  which 
was  read  the  first  time^  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
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SENATE.] 


JhUy  on  bnporud  Sait.-^WaUm  Jnenal. 


IDkc  6-13, 183r. 


TBtrUBAT,  DZCHBBB  6,  ISST. 

Mr.  NOBLE,  of  Indiuia*  tec(»«Kng  to  notice  g^eiryes- 
trrday,  »nd  leave  obtained  to-dajr,  introduced  a  bill  **  to 
authorize  the  Leg;islature  of  the  State  of  IntUana  to  sell 
the  landi  heretofore  appropriate^  for  the  uae  of  schoobin 
that  State  which  wbs  read,  and  passed  to  a  secand 
readinjT. 

On  motion*  Monday  next  was  assigned  for  the  appmnt- 
mentof  the  StamUngComnutteesof  the  Senate,  to  which 
day  it  adjourned. 

MOITBIX,  DSCKHBIE  lOf  l8?f. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Seeretair  of  tiie  Treamiry 
was  communicated  by  the  Vice  Pre»denti  and  1500  co- 
pies thereof  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See  Jppendix  for 
the  Report] 

Mr.  KING  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ala* 
bama,  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Cahawba  Navigation 
Coinpaiiy «  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  its  offi- 
cers for  the  present  Congrei^  when  the  following  indi- 
viduals  were  declared  to  be  elected,  and  took  the  oaths 
of  tlieir  respective  offices  : 

WuTxa  LowaiB,  Secretary. 

MoDHTJoT  Batlt,  Sergeant-st-Anns  and  Doorkeeper. 

Hbsrt  Tims,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

Hub  being-  the  day  appfunted  for  the  election  of  the 
Standtny  Cnunuttee^  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
die  Chanma  wed  members,  of  each  in  rotation,  and  elect- 
ed ^[fat  Committees. 

ToUBiT,  Decbmbbs  11.  1827. 

Mr.  EATON  remarked,  that,  on  inquiry  of  the  Secre 
taiy,  he  had  found  that  no  rule  existed  as  to  the  number 
of  copies  required  by  the  Senate  of  such  documents  as 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  therefore  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Reaokedt  That,  unless  when  otherwise  ordered,  Jjie 
usual  number  of  copies  of  any  document  ordered  by  the 
Senate  to  be  printetl,  shall  be  687,  except  bilUand  amend- 
ment^  the  number  of  which  shall  not  exceed  four  hun- 
dred, to  be  distributed  as  heretofc»«. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  fbr  the  remainder 
of  tiie  Standing  Committees,  and  made  the  appmntmenu 
required. 

WanxESDAT,  DacKXREn  12,  1837. 
DUTY  ON  IMPORTED  SALT. 
Mr.  HARRISON  introduced  a  bill  repealing,  in  part, 
the  ila^  on  imported  nh,  which  he  pre&ceo  by  a  few 
remuka.  He  wd  that  a  nmilar  measure  having  been  be- 
fore the  Senate  last  year,  upon  which  his  conduct  had 
been  somewhat  misunderstood,  he  wished  to  explain  his 
motives  in  now  offering  this  bill.  It  would  be  recollect- 
ed that  he  had  ^ven  his  feeble  efforts,  last  year,  to  sus- 
tain the  bill,  which  underwent  a  full  discussion.  He  had 
then  auppcvted  it  more  (torn  his  convictions  diat  the  mea- 
sure was  calculated  to  be  generally  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
tiy,  Uian  from  any  knowledge  tliat  it  waa  peculiiriy  dcrir- 
able  to  his  own  State,  although  he  believed  Ohio  would 
share  in  the  benefit.  The  reason  of  bis  bringing  forward 
this  bill,  and  aiding  it  with  bis  voice,  was,  that  be  was 
now  perfectly  convinced  that  it  was  as  loudly  called  for  in 
his  own  State  as  in  any  other  section  of  the  country.  Not 
long  rince,  there  was  a  rise  in  the  price  of  salt  which  had 
been  felt  severely  in  Ohio.  This  advance  was  produced 
by  a  combination  among  the  capitalists  engaged  In  the 
domestic  manoftctore,  by  which  the  article  was  brought 
up  to  50  cents.  The  inlubitants  of  Ohio  were,  in  fict, 
at  the  mercy  of  a  few  capiulists,  who,  at  certain  seasons. 


were  able  to  raise  the  prices  by  a  combination,  whereby 
a  heavy  tax  was  put  upon  the  People,  and  thonsands  of 
dollars  realized  by  these  speculators.  It  had  been  for- 
merly aigued,  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  imported 
salt  would  injure  the  sale  of  the  domestic  article.  This 
he  did  not  think  could,  in  any  respect,  be  the  case.  The 
bill  which  he  now  pronosed  was  the  same  as  that  offered 
last  year,  and  contemplated  areduction,  atthe  expiration 
of  one  year,  of  the  present  du^,  from  20  to  15  cents,  and 
the  next  yesr  to  10  cents.  So  for  aa  the  result  would 
affect  his  own  State,  it  would  be  beneficial }  because  the 
saltAl  provisions  which  were  put  down  with  imported 
salt  wiRild  bear  a  competition  with  those  (rf  any  country  ; 
and,  therefore,  for  the  prosperity  of  that  branch  trade, 
it  was  requisite  to  obtain  the  imported  article.  It  now 
came  up  the  Ohio  in  steamboats,  and  vaa  procured,  al- 
though at  a  birii  rate.  To  lower  the  i!uty  would  not  in- 
jure the  nuuiuActure,  while  it  would  protect  the  People 
from  those  coinbinations  by  which  capitaUsts  were  able 
to  raise  the  prices  to  an  exorbitent  height  The  bill  was 
then  rfAd  the  first  time- 
Various  portions  of  the  message  communicated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  were  referred  to  their  respective  committees. 


Thcrsdat,  Decxkbrr  13,  1827. 
WESTERN  ARSENAL. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Betoked,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  instruct  one  or  more  officers  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  to  examine  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  on 
licking  river,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  report  the 
practicability  of  establiAitw  an  armoiy  of  the  Uiuted  States 
at  that  place,  nmilar  to  the  one  at  Harper's  Ferry  or 
Springfield. 

Iifr.  JOHNSON  remarked,  in  reUtion  to  the  resolution 
which  he  now  offened,  that  he  had,  for  fifteen  years,  front 
time  to  time,  submitted  propositions  of  a  amilar  nature  to 
Congress ;  and  he  believed  no  member  had  ever  opposed 
■the  proportion,  either  on  the  score  of  economy  or  pro- 
priety, and  yet  it  seemed  as  '&r  from  being  obtained  now 
as  when,  it  was  at  first  introduced  into  Congress.  A  bill 
was  proposed  by.  him  in  Congress  some  years  unce,  in 
wbicn  the  President  was  authorized  to  survey  and  locate 
an  armory  on  the  Western  waters,  but  the  jealousy  of  the 
members  of  this  and  the  other  House,  and  the  difierence 
of  opinion  as  to  which  State  it  should  to  be  located  in,  had 
left  the  subject,  up  to  this  time,  entirely  afloat.  It  wss 
true  that  he  should  prefer  its  loostion  in  the  State  q(  Ken- 
tucky. But  it  waa  not  Ids  intention  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion now.  If  it  could  not  be  established  in  Kentucky,  he 
was  desirous  that  it  should  be  elsewhere.  In  the  surreys 
that  had  been  made,  tbe  Licking  Summit  bad  been  over* 
looked.  This  point  was  utuated  in  the  district  which  he 
formerly  represented,  and  on  that  ground  he  was  the 
more  anxious  that  it  should  be  examined  and  its  advan- 
tages decided  upon.  His  resolution^  therefore,  went  to 
authorize  the  survey.  And,  in  advancing  this  wish,  he 
was  convinced  that-4part  wm  his  wish  to  serve  .a  Peo- 
ple, who,'  of  all  others,  had  honor^  him  with  their  ton- 
ftdence— -be  was  advocating  a  plan  from  which  public  be- 
nefit and  an  economy  of  the  country's  resources  was  to 
result.  All  he  wished,  was,  to  have  it  settied  whether  or 
not  the  Licking  Summit  was  the  most  eligible  situntiou 
for  an  armory.  If  it  should  prove  to  be  otherwise,  as 
about  thirty  places  had  already  been  named,  he  did  not 
doubt  an  advantageous  Kte  would  be  found,  llus  reso- 
lution, howeyer,  he  hoped,  in  the  mean  time,'  would  be 
allowed  to  itaod  on  iti  own  bottom. 
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ladana^kK^m  to  Fartignen^'-JbnmimaU  to  the  Rubt. 


[SENATE. 


FuDAT,  Dmuser  14, 183r. 
INDEMNIFICATION  TO  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Uityland,  presented  the  Mtition  of 
Robert  HaD,  *  sobject  of  Great  Britain,  prayuig-  for  fur- 
ther tndemiuficatioD  for  the  destruction  of  the  ahip  Union  t 
vfckft  vas  read,  aed,  on  the  question.  Whether  it  ihould 
be  rdcired  to  tlie  Committee  on  Ckinw— 

Mr.  EATON  and.  that  be  was  oppOMd  to  the  refer- 
caoe  of  a  jtctition  of  tbu  description,  on  th«  ground  that 
the  qaesbon  iavt^ed  in  h,  could  be  settled  <rthenrise ; 
and  tint  Coogreas  w«i  assembled  to  transact  the  business 
«f  the  citizens  of  this  countzr,  and  not  that  of  fbreigners. 
If  the  Secretary  of  State  coald  not  settle  the  question,  he 
did  not  see  how  Coiwreaa  could  do  it,  consistently  with 
the  principlea  hy  which  it  was  genenlly  gOTemed.  He 
thcRfive  hoped  therefereoce  would  not  be  ouide. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mainland,  rematlted,  that  this  was  a 
case  oat  of  the  acope  of  tiie  reneial  rule  to  which  the 
gentleaian  from  Tennessee  afiuded.  The  petition  and 
pq>en  had  beeo  received  and  referred  by  the  other 
naaae.  The  Teasel  mentioned  in  the  petition  had  been 
•ozed,  and  the  cai^  forfeited,  on  the  day  after  the 
peace.  And  in  awanling  the  indemnification  at  a  ftnmer 
penodt  iiatead  of  obtaining  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  taken 
m  at  Svnatta,  after  leaving  Calcutta,  the  invcnce  of  the 
cargo  takoi  ia  at  Calcutta  had  been  resorted  to.  The 
conse^uaKC  was,  that  an  indemnification  was  awarded  to 
the  pet&'oner  for  less  in  value  than  the  loss  which  he 
reaOy  sustained.  Congress  was  now  asked  to  rectify 
this  injui?-,  growbg  entirdy  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he 
hoped  DO  obstzn^on  would  be  thrown  in  the  wqrofsucb 
an  objecL 

Mr.  EATON  said,  there  was,  of  course,  nothing  per- 
SMsI  m  hia  remarkB— be  only  alluded  to  the  subject,  as 
Rkted  t*  the  poUcy  which  ought  to  govern  Congress  in 
d  soeh  applications.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
fan  Maryland,  whether  our  citizens,  going  to  France, 
lad  spplying"  for  any  redress  of  wrongs,  would  be  allowed 
to  ^lproaell  the  Lcgisfattuir  of  the  country  *  Would  oUr 
citizeos  be  permitted  to  petition  the  French  Chamber  for 
tedreas  for  any  of  the  numerous  spoltaticma  made  upon 
inrcaaunerce  ?  Every  one  knew  that  thejr  would  not. 
Or,  Toold  tbey  be  allowed  to  present  their  petitions  to 
the  British  Parliament  f  It  was  well  known,  that  the 
proper  channel  fiir  such  applications  was  throogh  the 
Seactaiv  of  State.  In  this  case,  a  fMeigner  comts  fbr- 
vudandasks  Congress  totake  his  case  into  consideration, 
ir  it  was  coTwdefi^  ;  if  Congress  did  not  in  this  instance 
Auw  that  such  applications  were  not  to  be  looked  upon 
as  tcguibr  or  proper,  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
much  of  their  time  wouhl  be  taken  up,  to  whrt  extent 
eesid  901  be  known,  ip  the  adjustment  of  tiie  afTatrs  of 
lbreigaer\  while  the  concerns  of  our  own  citizens  would 
beac^ected.  LetthisbusDessbe  done  as  it  oughtto  be. 
Let  it  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  if  he  could  not 
settle  it,  let  it  be  sent  to  the  President  t  then,  if  it  was 
Decenary,  from  its  nature,  that  it  should  be  refeired  to 
Congress,  the  proper  method  would  be  taken  :  but  let  it 
not  be  brought  here  without  having  first  been  officially 
examined- 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
to  vhieb  the  remarks  (tf  the  gentleman  would  apply.  It 
■ppeared  that  it  bad  been  fonnerly  before  Conrress,  and 
beuig  guided  by  incorrect  documents,  tbey  had  made  an 
errooeous  award.  I'o  rectify  that  mistake  was  the  object 
«f  bringing  it  now  before  Congress  again.  This,  there- 
fore, was  a  different  case  from  those  to  which  the  princi- 
ple advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
genenOy  apply.  He  Sd  not  know  what  was  Uie  genera] 
ide  in  England «  bat  he  recoUeeted  one  bwtance  in 
which  an  intUvidual  who  had  dona  some  aen^oe  under  the 
Britidi  Goreniment,  after  hani^  returned  to  this  coun- 


try, and  become  agun  an  American  dlizen,  applied  to 
Um  Britisli  Parliament,  and  received  a  compensation  for 
these  services.  He  hoped  the  petition  woiild  have  a  re- 
ference, as  justice  reqtured  that  some  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  claim  of^ the  petitioner. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed,  that  he  saw  some  force  in  the 
objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The 
petition  Was  presented  b^  a  British  subject.  That  was 
not  denied.  And  to  him  it  appeared  dear,  that  k  ought 
to  be  presented  offioaUy  to  Congress :  therefore,  it  teem* 
ed  out  of  order  for  him  to  petition  this  body.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Muyland  had  said,  that  this  was  a  caae  pecu* 
liariy  fitted  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  because  it  had 
once  bef(H%  been  passed  upon  by  Congress  :  hence  he 
argued  that  it  ougnt  to  be  conaitlered  again.  If,  as  was 
stated,  justice  required  that  this  matter  sbould  be  iavet- 
ugated,  there  was,  no  doubt,  a  way  in  which  it  n^t  be 
done.  For  Instance,  any  member  might  present  a  re*o> 
lutian  to  that  effect ;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland 
was  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  case — as  he,  Mr. 
H.,  could  not  possibly  be— a  resojution  from  him,  that  the 
Comnuttee  of  Finance  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the 
chum,  would,  as  he  apprenended,  arrive  at  the  denred 
result.  There  were  but  two  ways  in  which  the  matter 
could  be  properly  settled— rither  tiiat  the  cUam  should 
come  through  the  Britidi  Minister,  ordiouM  be  settled  by 
a  resf^otion  authorizing  its  investigation  by  the  proper 
committee.  ' 

Mr.  HBNTON  wss  convinced  that  the  citizens  of  other 
countries  had  no  right  to  petition  Congress  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  their  claims.  For,  he  contended,  that  while  our 
citizens  bad  not  the  same  right  in  En^nd,  it  was  a  pri- 
vilege Eiiriisbmen  had  no  right  to  chum  in  this  country. 
It  was  partial  and  onetiual.  The  right  was  secured  fai  the 
Constitution,  to  our  citizens,  to  petition  Coi^fres^  and  it 
was  an  inlKngement  upon  that  ngbt  to  permit  fbreigners 
to  ^bo.  If  SBCh  a  privilege  were  once  accoded,  there 
woran  be  no  posribility  of  measuring  the  inconventenees 
whicbVoold  arise  fWun  it.  The  abuse  of  such  a  privi- 
lege would  serioitsly  interfere  with  the  rif^ts  of  our  own 
citizens.  He  was  aware  of  an  instance  in  which  a  French- 
man had  introduced  a  petition  in  the  other  House,  which 
no  American  citizen  would  have  introdueed— 'and  be, 
Mr.  B.  havii^  then  reflected  much  upon  the  effect  <^ 
such  a  practice,  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  no  fbr^ner 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  petition  Congress  t  that  they  ud 
no  right  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  encroachment  upon 
the  privileges  of  our  own  citizens.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  rule  would  now  be  established  ;  and  tha^  here- 
after, fbreigners  would  be  restricted  to  applicatioos  made 
through  their  respective  Ministers.  On  these  grounds, 
be  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  M&CON  said,  Uiat,  as  it  appeared  denrable  that 
the  petition  sbould  be  examined  into,  in  order  to  decide 
Vhether  it  was  or  not  an  improper  petition,  he  should 
move  that  it  lie  on  the  table.  He  dia  not  intend  by  this 
course  to  kill  it,  as  the  gentiem^  fltmi  Maryland  eirald 
call  it  up  at  any  time. 

The  petition  wss  then  ordered  to  He  on  the  table, 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  BUG- 
OLES,  yesterday,  .was  then  conddered : 

•*  Sea^cei,  That  the  fiillowing  be  added  to  die  Rules 
of  the  Senate : 

Rule  3d.  As  soon  as  the  Journal  is  read,  the  business 
of  Uie  Senate  shaH  be  taken  up  as  follows  : 

1.  Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures,  petitions,  and 
memorials^  shall  be  {nesented,  and  disposed  of. 

S.  Reports  of  Committed^  and  bills  introduced  on 
leave. 

3.  Motions  or  tesolutkms  of  individual.  Senators. 

4.  Orders  of  the  dsy." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


WiaUm  Atmny^JReporUn  toihe  Smatc—Bdima  School  Landi. 


[D>o.  17,  183r. 


After  mne  convemtioo-between  Messrs.  RU66LGS, 
FOOT»  tnd  KING,  od  the  expediency  of  the  Ralet  pro- 
posed, the  resolution  wss,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.,  lud  oh 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  imnted. 

WB9TEBN  ARMORY. 

Hie  fesidu6on  tabmitted  yeBterda]r»  bj  Mr.  JOHN- 
MUt  of  Keatuc^,  authorizing-  the  sturejr  of  a  nte  for 
the  looatibn  of  an  Armitry  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  on 
Iddcing  Rirer,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  that  he-should  neglect  his  duty 
were  be  to  allow  this  resolution  to  pass  witnout  offering 
an  ameodment.  As  the  object  proposed  in  this  examina- 
tion was  to  choose  the  best  site  for  a  Western  Armory,  it 
could  not  be  objected  to  that  any  point  which  was  conu- 
dercd  likely  to  present  the  advantages  required,  should 
also  be  surveyed,  as  well  as  the  one  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  Wbeo  the  surv^s  were  former- 
ly made  in  relation  to  this  object,  a  site  on  Blue  river,  in 
Indiana,  was  pointed  out  to  the  surveyors ;  but  it  was  not 
surveyed.  His  amendment  went  to  propose  the  survey 
ctfthat  nte,  of  one  near.  Lawrencebu^,  and  of  a  site  on 
the  Wabasb,  near  the  mouth  of  Eel  river. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  there  were  other  utes,  as  well  as 
those  already  named,  whicbi  when  the  matter  was  ftirly 
belbre  the  Sraate,  he  should  propose  fbr  exanunation. 
Re  hoped  the  gentleman  would  agree  with  him  that  tiie 
subject  ouf^tto  be  examined  thoroughly  t  and,  in  order 
that  it  might  be,  he  should  more  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  on  the  table,  and  print  them  f  but  waived 
hit  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr<  KINQ  said,  he  did  not  see  the  object  of  proposing 
to  print  Ae  resolution  and  amendment  If  the  resolu- 
ti<m  via  to  be  coiwdered,  be  should  be  under  the  ne^ 
eeasi^  of  offaing  anottier  amendment  'to  examine  a 
rite  on  Cypress  and  Shoal  Creeks  hi  Alabama.  This 
rituation  comprised  msnifold  advantages.  It^e^hred 
the  most  perfect  water  communication  with  the^lole 
Westenf  Country,  and  would  afford  the  greatest  iaali^ 
to  any  defence  the  country  nught  hferemer  be  called 
upon  to  make  against  attacks  along  the  Gulf  country. 
JUnong  the  various  advantages  of  this  positira  might  also 
be  enumerated  an  abundance  of  inm  ore  in  its  vicini^,  of 
the  very  best  quality. 

Mr.  aUGGLES  rose,  with  the  remark,  that  he  should 
not  represent  the  true  interests  of  his  constituents,  did  he 
neglect  to  bring  forward  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion, a  proportion  to  add  to  the  rites  to  be  examined,  that 
of  ^nesviAe.  This  place  had,  on  a  former  occarion,  been 
surveyed,  and  iavorably  reported  upon  ;  but  the  difRcuI^ 
of  ttimaporting  to  it  the  matoials  Ibr  the  erection  of  the 
amiMy,  wu  then  objected  to.  Tbi»  t^ct^an,  however, 
was  now  removed,  as  As  Ohio  Canal,  constructed  within 
two  yeai^  had  obviated  that  difficulty,  rendering  Zanes- 
ville  Bccesribte  by  navigation  of  the  safest  description; 
He  thou^t  that,  these  being  the  &cta,  Zanesville  was 
fully  entitled  to  a  re-examination.  It  would  be  also  re- 
collected, that  it  was  within  100  miles  of  the  Lakes,  and 
the  communication  was  firee  and  direct  with  Lake  Erie, 
Uuwig^  which  this  country  was  most  Ukely  to  be  attacked 
in  case  of  war. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  sud,  that,  to  save  time 
and  trouble,  he  would  offer  anotiier  resolution,  (as  we  on- 
dofltood  him,)  rimilar  to  that  offered  and  amended  lut 
yeaK  and  compriring  all  the  rites  then  proposed. 

[He  was  informed  by  the  Chur,  that  it  was  out  of  order 
to  offer  any'  other,  until  that  now  before  the  Senate 
should  be  disposed  cf.] 

He  then  moved  to  withdraw  the  resolution  under  conn- 
deration  i  wUch  was  anecd  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  orddf d  tha^ 
when  tfie  Senate  n^jwrn,  it  a^jown  until  Mmday  next 

Th«  Senate  adjoaraed.  . 


MoHOAT,  DacBinaK  17, 1837. 
Mr.  SMITH,  ^  Matyland,  Irmn  the  Committee  of 
nance,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce,  in  part,  the  duty  on  im- 
pOTted  salt,  mthout  amendment 

REPORTERS  TO  THE  SENATE. 

the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Ur.  HARRI- 
SON, on  Friday,  was  taken  up. 

Maohed,  That  the  Secretary,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  cause  seats  to  be  prepared  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  fbr  the  aecomnudatioii 
of  the  Reporters  of  the  prooee^ngs  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  H  ARRISON  remarked,  that,  fbr  introducing  this 
proposition,  he  had  but  one  reason.  It  was,  that  the  seats, 
now  occupied  by  the  Reporters,  were  so  rituated,  that  it 
was  tmposuble  for  them  to  hear  those  Senators  who  were 
out  of  their  new.  He  knew  that  the  difficulties  they  now 
labored  under  were  very  great :  fbr  he  himself  had  been 
made  to  say  things  that  he  had  never  conceived,  which 
he  readily  beUeved  arose  from  the  impoaribiU^  that  the 
Reporters  could  catch  distinctly  what  passed  in  the  boify 
of  the  Senate.  It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  to  all,  that, 
as  the  seats  of  the  Senators  were  now  arranged,  this  diffi* 
culty  must  exist.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  expe- 
rienced »ny  inconvenience  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
seats  were  formerly  arranged,  but  tiiiswas  a  serious  cvU, 
ariring  out  of  the  recent  change,  which  he  wished  to  see 
removed.  If  the  People  were  interested  in  knowinr 
what  passed  in  the  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that  it 
should  be  reported,  it  was  highly  derirable  that  t  should 
be  correctly  reported.  This  could  not  be  done  in  the 
present  location  of  the  Reporters.  For  this  reason  he 
bad  introduced  this  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  he  was 
in  &vor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ;  and  was  senuble 
of  the  ioconTeniencea  now  expenenced  by  the  Reporters. 
He  had  seen  some  of  the  effects  of  the  difficulty  they  had 
in  bearing — as  hit  friend  from  Missouri  had  been  reported, 
in  one  of  the  papers,  to  have  introduced  a  bill  for  a  atill 
further  reduction  of  our  little  army  of  6,000  men,  when, 
in  reality,  he  had  only  brought  in  a  bill  to  explain  a  pra- 
vious  act,  making  that  reduction  ;  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  interests  seemed  likely 
to  be  affected.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Reporters,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  to  give  the  proceedings  more 
correctly  than  they  did ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  be  so 
placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  their  duties  more  sa- 
tis&ctorily.  It  was  unnecessary  to  say  how  much  the  pub- 
lic was  interested  in  barinf;  the  reports  correctly  made. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  expreued  himself  in  &vor  of  the  ob- 

i'ect  of  the  resolution  ;  but  suggested  that  it  would  he 
letter  to  modify  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  Report- 
ers a  irider  range.  It  might  be  finind  that  ^e  floor  would 
not  be  the  most  elipble  utuation. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  be  answered  by  striking  out  the  words 
*'on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,"  which  would  leave 
the  location  of  tlie  seats  at  the  discretion  of  the  President 
and  Secretary. 

Mr.  HARRISON  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  sug- 
gestion, and  moved  the  striking  out ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  INDIANA. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  aell  the 
lands  hitherto  appropriated  tu  the  use  of  Schoiris  in  that 
State,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  sud,  that  he  hoped  no  sale  of  lands  by 
the  Leg^ture  of  that  State  would  he  made  suddenly. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  a  precaution  were  taken, 
in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  these  lands,  by  inserting  a 
daiise,  deferring  the  sale  until  another  election  riioiald 
have  taken  place,  and  another  stated  searion  of  the  Lefia- 
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hture  have  been  convened.  The  proposi^  would  then 
be  billy  before  the  J>eop1e,  and  no  act  would  take  place 
in  vhich  they  were  not  disposed  to  aci^uiesci.  He  sag- 
gested  tliii  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  as  a  prudent 
nodificmtiim  of  this  bill.  Were  the  quantity  of  land 
greater,  he  would  h^ve  proposed  it  himself;  but,  the 
UBoimt  being-  small,  be  only  threw  out  this  sunestion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that  he  did  not  distinctly  hear 
&e  getMemta'g  remarks ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  si^fgek- 
tiMklMw  [Mr.  H.Jdid  not  feel  prepared  to  offer  any  amend- 
owDt  to  the  bill.  He  ^ould  wish  the  bill  to  p«88  in  its 
present  form.  But,  if  tke  gentleman  desired  to  eiamine 
Its  merits,  or  to  offer  any  amendment,  be  had  no  objec- 
tion to  layki;  it  on  the  table,  the  more  especially  as  his 
coUea^ve  was  not  now  in'  his  seat.  He  therefore  moved 
to  by  It  on  the  table  i  which  was  agreed  to. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 
Mr.  HAYNB  said,  he  had  received  a  communication, 
conveying-  a  memoi^  which  he  was  ret^uested  to  pre- 
sent, and  to  which  be  would  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  Senate.  U  related  to  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance^ and  adv>6eated  those  principles  of  flree  trade  in  de. 
fence  of  wtuch  we  had  already  waged  two  wars,  and  on 
the  preaemtlon  of  which,  he  was  persuaded,  the  pros, 
potty  and  permanence  of  the  Union  depended.  The 
nenuinal  was  sgned  by  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  and 
■K^4wD  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its  vidnity  j  and  he 
was  asnued,  that  there  were  amonr  the  names  of  the  me- 
nntiaGsta,  many  of  the  most  enlightened,  learned,  and 
Asintoetted  t^tizens  of  that  metropofia,  and  not  a  few  of 
tte  most  iBteltigent  and  reflecting  of  her  manufacturers, 
all  of  wbom  had  here  umted  in  a  dedded  remonstauice 
"against  any  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  and  especially 
"on  the  important  and  essential  article  of  woollen  manu- 
*  bctured  goods."  The  memorial  wai>  written  with  great 
lUEtv,  ana  contained  fiicts  and  arguments,  which  Mr.  H. 
mid  not  bring  himself  to  believe,  would  be  disrenrded 
any  enKghtened  Legislature.  There  was  displayed, 
uiroaghou^  a  pervading  good  sense,  and  a  practical  know, 
le^e,  whidi,  added  to  a  tone  of  candOT  and  moderation, 
aoold  not  Ml  to  secure  fbr  the  memoriid  the  most  respect- 
ftil  connderation  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  wished 
that  U  nnght  be  now  read,  in  order  that  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  nugfat  be  seriously  called  to  a  subject,  cer- 
tainty second  in  importance  to  none  that  could  come  be- 
fore them  during  liie  present  Session.  Mr.  Hatmb  said, 
be  could  not  take  his  seat  without  expressing  the  satisfac- 
tion he  fek  in  recaving  the  unequivocal  evidence  afforded 
1^  thb  memorial,  that  the  cause  of  "  firee  trade  and  unre- 
stricted mdostfy**  waa  not  jret  lost  in  the  East.  His  col- 
league tUr.  Surra]  and  himself  would,  in  a  few.  days, 
sabmit  to  tibe  Senate  the  memorials  from  South  Carolina, 
on  the  same  subject,  and  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the 
naited  efforts  of  the  agriculturista,  merchants,  and  "judi- 
cious manufkcturers,''  might  yet  save  (he  country  fh»m 
the  evils  of  the  *'  prohibitory  system."  Mr.  U.  then  sub- 
nutted  the  following  letter,  which  was  read  : 

"  BMttn,  Dec.  liiA,  1837. 

Sr:  The CawMtteeoftbe citizen* arBOTUHi.B«d  tfaeficiniiv, o&- 
mnl  mn  inerataeofdntte*  on  import*,  have  the  bonor,  hmwitli,  t* 
fcmrd  lA  joax  nre  >  tnemorial  on  thU  impartant  lul^eet,  or  which 
(her  R<)iMK  an  earlr  prcwntation  t«  the  Senate,  and  luoh  an  ailvoca-' 
tiM  if  H«  priociple*  ai  *tiaU  leeta  to  jon  called  for,  b;  the  argompnt* 
Amia  eonoUne^  a*  applied  to  the  int»re«t)i  at  the  wbole  Nation. 
TWiearr,  Sir.aiDonK  UMDainnofthemeaiorialiais,  tbote  oTnutoTof 
Mr  HoM  «iiUghiated,  learned,  di*uilnv*ied  eitizeiu,  and  not  a  few  of 
the  aou  intelKgcnt,  jiuUciou*,  and  re&eetiiip,  of  our  Manufaetttrm 
both  iT  Cmumi  and  WooOen*.  The  Couiniittee  have  the  mo>t  ennre 
ogarietiM  iWt  tke  bc*t  iat««m  ol  the  countrr  are  involved  iu  thi« 
itaiiwi.  aad  will  be  pnnotcd  the  abandonment  of  any  further 
mTC«Maardiia  •TaiemorU^  dutie*.  The  Committw  have  the 
b«r  to  be,  air,  viA  gnat  reapect,  jwu  very  bumble  wrvanti, 

Jin.  QtMm^  ICMitf!/  Sltn>,  Jtaat  ITImJw,  muiam  Ovddard, 

Omv  Lte,  *  D.  ShMer4.  StantKl  Sweety  muiim  Futer,  Dmltl 
S.  Parktr,  JmmA  BMrr,  Samvtt  C  Orov,  Cmimittee, 
TBthc  Ibe.  i«btrt  T.  tfoynr,  VaAinctm.^ 


Mr.  HAYNE  then  subinitted  tiie  memorial  of  the  citi. 
zenS  of  Btwton  and  its  vicinity,  against  an  increase  of  du- 
ties on  importations ;  which  was  read,  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  on  motion  of  H|-.  H.  referred  to  the  Coromatee 
on  Manubctures. 

TnuuiAT,  DtcuBSB  18, 1837. 
SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  INDIANA. 

On  motion  tf       NOBLE,  the  biU  to  aiHhoaue  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  apptopriated  • 
to  the  use  of  Schools  in  that  State,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BARTON  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppoie 
this  bill,  or  say  much  upon  it.  He,  however,  disapproved 
of  the  practice,  which  seemed  to  be  gradiudly  becoming 
general,  for  States  to  sell  out  the  lands  appropriated  for 
specific  objects,  alUiough  he  alhiwed  that,  in  the  present 
case,  the  quanti^  of  hod  was  smatt.  Tberprv^tice,  he 
believed,  wd  hem  commenced  by  Ohio  t  but  Ohio  wu 
differentiy  rituated  from  the  other  Western  States.  In 
the  year  1802,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause  in  the  compact,  in 
relation  to  reserves  of  land  for  schools,  which  vested  the 
36th  section  in  the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  passed 
in  Congress,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in  tiie  Le- 
gislature,  and,  conseijuenUy,  gave  it  a  right  to  sell  Aem. 
He  supposed  that  Ohio  nught  hiTe  sold  theae  lands  irith. 
out  applying  to  the  UnitedSti^  But  it  was  notso  with 
the  other  States.  They  had  not  objected  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  lands  had  been  sppmpriated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  townships  must  be  consulted,  and  give  their  consent, 
before  the  hnds  could  be  disposed  of.  A  glance  at  the 
geographical  map  of  those  States  woulil  convince  the 
Senate  that  no  satis&ctoiy  measure  could  be  taken  on 
that  head.  A  great  number  <tf  the  townships,  it  would 
be  perceived,"  were  not  now  inhiU>ited  at  all.  His  objec- 
tion, therefore,  was,  ^t  it  was  impossible  fmr  the  sale  to 
be  made  fairly  in  relation  to  moat  of  those  townalups, 
which  were  at  firesent  merely  nominal. '  If  the  Legisla- 
ture would  provide  against  any  future  difficulties  w^ng 
out  of  the  sale,  there  might  be  no  impropriety  in  passing 
the  bill  i  and  if  the  Senate  was  willing  to  trust  the  Legis- 
lature, BO  be  it.  He  had,  however,  been  informed  by  the 
member  from  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  was  formerly 
pined  in  Congress,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  relation  to 
that  State,  all  the  townships  had  not  been  willing  to  ac- 
cede lo  the  disposal  of  the  lands, 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  he  should  regret  if  the  Senate 
wiUiheld  fi-om  the  State  of  Indiana  that  which  they  had 
granted  to  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Alabama.  That  the 
legislature  of  Indiana  had,  by  their  resolution,  instructed 
him,  with  others^  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  similar 
to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.  If  gentlemen  will  turn 
their  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress,  of  April  19,  1816, 
in  relation  to  the  School  fjtnds  in  question,  they  will  find 
that  the  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  every  Township, 
and,  when  such  section  had  been  sold,  other  lands,  were 
to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township  or  Dis- 
trict for  the  use  of  Scliools.  The  fact  of  the  Legislature 
applying  to  Congress  for  permission  to  sell  the  lands,  is 
an  evidence  that  Ihey  are  not  productive,  and  the  informa- 
ti«i  la  derived  from  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  The 
bill  is  suflicientiy  guarded.  The  power  to  sell  the  lands, 
and  to  invest  the  money  in  some  productive  fund,  which 
is  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  Townships, 
solely,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  can  never  be  done  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township.  Hr. 
N.  said,  he  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  -Missouri 
mieht  be  mistaken— that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Le- 
gislature would  never  sell  the  lands  in  Townships  inha- 
bited, or  partially  so :  their  ob^et  would  br,  when  they 
brought  it  into  market,  to  obtain  the  best  price  pos^ble. 
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mnd  nerer  to  sell  it  for  the  minimuni  price  ;  that,  in  pro- 
portioD  to  the  fund  becoming'  productive,  io  vouM  edu- 
cation flourish,  llie  reason  to  him  was  dear.  To  sell 
the  Und  as  wild  lands,  for  less  than  the  minimum  prices 
would  be  folly  ;  and  to  olfer  it  for  sale  in  a  township  un- 
inhabhed,  could  not  be  expected,  because  the  competi- 
tion wouTd  be  too  erea^  as  the  section  of  land  would  be 
surrounded  by  lan£  superior  in  qu^ty,  belonging  to  the 
Goremmrnt,  and  always  in  market.  The  sole  object  of 
the  Legi^ture  would  be  to  protect  the  fund  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  by  the  con 
sent  <^ each,  and  to  sell  only  in  the  portions  of  the  country 
that  was  strongly  inhabited.  Tt  has  happened  that,  in 
some  instances,  those,  who  have  leased  the  school  lands, 
have  rendered  them  unproductive,  instead  of  productive, 
by  cutting  and  dispoung  of  Uie  timber,  selUng  and  dis- 
ponng  of  the  stone.  There  had  been  instunces,  that 
school  lands  were  the  place  of  resort  for  timber  and  stone, 
by  those  who  bad  no  lease.  He  concluded  by  saying, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  in  time,  the  naked 
soil  alone  remaining  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships, 
the  power  had  better  be  plucrd  in  the  hands  of  the"Le< 

S*slature,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  as  to  the 
ture  disposition  of  them. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

WsonsoAT,  Dkcembbr  19,  1827. 
IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Tiie  bill  to  aboli^  imprisonment  for  debt,  having  been 
made  the  special'  coder  of  the  day  for  this  day,  was  then 
taken  up. 

•  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentocky,  rose,  and  sud,  that,  if 
any  member  of  the  Senate  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on 
principle,  he  would  willingly  give  way  to  hear  the  objec- 
tions to  it,  th^t  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
them  at  some  other  time,  as  he  did  not  feel  inclined  nor 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  as  fully 
as  he  coutd  wish.  It  was  not  from  levity  that  he  persist- 
ed In  pressing  this  bill  upon  the  Senate.  It  was  no  play- 
thing which  be  had  gotten  up  for  bis  amusement,  or  the 
amusement  of  others.  He  presented  it  under  a  solemn 
Dense  nif  dut)-,  as  one  of  the  most  important,  one  of  tfie 
gravest  and  most  solemn  subjects  which  was  ever  brought 
before  a  legislative  body,  at  any  time,  in  any  country. 
His  greatest  object  on  the  present  occasion  was,  to  call 
the  atiention  of  the  distinguished  men  whoiii  he  saw  in 
such  niimhera  around  him,  to  this  subject.  He  would 
make  bold  to  say,  that,  but  for  the  preju^iceswhich  were 
so  powerful  over  human  reason,  and  which  so  often  'sub- 
dued the  hunun  mind  ijito  an  acquiescence  to  the  worst 
evils,  imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  considered  as  ty*- 
rannical,  oppressive,  and  abaurd,  as  tbe  Spanish  Inquisi- 
tion. He  had  not  risen  to  fatigue  the  Senate  with  read* 
ing  authorities,  although  he  had  the  books  before  him  \ 
nor  to  detain  the  Senate  with  the  perusal  of  the  various 
letters  which  he  bad  received  upon  this  subject  from 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  These  tetters,  be  said, 
were  laden  with  the  most  painfVil  details  of  the  cruel  ope- 
ration of  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  He  alluded 
to  them  because  some  might  tell  him,  as  be  had  been  told 
on  former  occasions,  on  tlie' threshold  of  his  remarks,  that 
there  was  no  actual  sulfering  from  this  source  ;  that  im- 
prisonment for  debt  in  this  free  and  happy  land  was  merely 
nominal.  But  1  know,  sir,  that  the  evil  is  a  crying  one. 
It  stalks  among  the  People  from  Maine  to  Geor^a  with 
heavy  and  gigantic  steps,  spreading  in  its  course  desola- 
tion and  distress.  The  cries  of  the  sufFereis  reach  us 
from  the  South,  and  are  still  louder  from  the  N«lh  and 
the  East.  Nothing  at  this  moment  but  public  opinion 
and  the  charity  of  South  Carolina  saved  the  distinguished 
citizen  (rf*  that  State,  otw  of  the  most  gallant  heroes  of  our 


Revolution,  [General  SuvPTEa,]  from  the  horrors  and 
mortification  of  a  jail.  The  same  barbarous  law  could 
have  torn  from  his  home  and  his  family  the  illustrious 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence-  These 
two  cases  only  served  to  place  before  the  pilblic  the  in- 
hiay  of  the  system  in  more  con^icuoua  colors.  But  he 
cared  not  whether  the  law  affected  the  high  or  the  low. 
He  protested  against  it  before  God,  who  made  men  free 
and  equal.  His  duty,  as  a  Bepresentative  and  as  a  tuan, 
waste  protect  the  rights  of  the  lowest  u  well  as  the  higli- 
est  of  the  community. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  that  the  abolition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt  would  not  sometimes  fkvor  dishonest 
debtors.  He  would  admit  that  dishonest  men  would 
sometimes  be  relieved  by  it.  But  was  that  an  argument 
ogunst  it  >  As  well  might  the  advocates  of  torture  op< 
pose  its  aboliticn,  because  oonfesaon  of  guilt  had  aonie- 
timw  been  extorted  from  the  sufferer  on  the  rack.  One 
thing  he  knew,  that  the  malicious  and  vindictive  would 
be  disarmed  of  this  tlieir  legal  weapon  of  persecution. 
He  also  knew  that  honest  and  unfortunate  debtors  would 
be  protected  ilgatnst  the  cruel  and  selfish  creditor.  He 
was  not  disposed,  however,  to  censure  those  views  of  the 
subject  which  differed  .from  his  own.  Our  Creator  bad 
so  eonatnicted  the  human  mind,  that  the  most  b'^hly  gift- 
ed in  intellect  are  not  exempted  from  ptejudice.  In  that 
situation  was  Paul,  when  hd  verily  thought  he  was  doinff 
God  service  by  persecuting  the  followers  of  our  Saviour. 
It  would  hardly  oe  thought  that  the  community,  and  tlie 
many  enlightened  men  who  denounced  this  system  as  cruel 
and  barbarous,  were  deluded  on  the  subject.  No.  He 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  delusion  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  But,  Sir,  said  Mr.  J.  it  is 
not  sufficient  Sat  the  establishment  of  a  principle,  that  it 
is  denounced  by  me  or  qthers. 

He  was  prepared  to  prove  it — First,  aa  to  mesne  pro* 
cess.  The  firat  provision  in  the  bill  is  to  provide  against 
tlie  vexation  of  holding  a  defendant  to  bail  upon  mesne 
process — that  is,  to  abolish  imprisonment  upon  mesne  pro- 
cess. He  had  in  his  hand  an  authority  to  prove  that  hold- 
ing the  defendant  to  bail  previous  to  Uie  trial  of  the  cause, 
had  its  origin  in  judicial  usurpation.  1'be  judget  in 
England  had,  by  l^fsl  fiction,  changed  the  remedy  which 
the  common  law  had  g^ven  to  the  plaintifr.  The  defSend- 
ant  could  not  be  arrested  and  held  to  bail  by  the  capias, 
or  any  other  writ ;  he  was  liable  only  to  a  summons.  7'he 

Elaintiff  was  obliged  to  give,  upon  the  commencement  of 
IS  suit,  pledges  of  probecution,  that  it  was  not  vexatious, 
but  that  he  had  an  honest  substantial  cause  of  action. 
He  was  d)liged  to  give,  not  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe, 
but  a  real  and  sufficient  security.  The  judges,  by  a  cruel 
and  absuid  fiction,  founded  upon  the  pretence  that  the 
ptuntiflT  was  as  pure  as  the  angels,  and  the  defendant  as 
dark  as  Erebus,  substituted  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe 
for  the  pledges — suppmed  again,  that  the  summons  bad 
been  serve^  upon  the  defendant,  and  that  he  had  refused 
to  answei  to  the  suit,  artd  going  on  still  further  with  their 
malicious,  malignant  falsehoods,  called  legal  fictions,  tiie 
defendant  was  supposed  to  have  no  property,  and  be  was 
preparing  to  fly  his  country,  in  order  to  take  his  body 
by  the  capias,  as  tiie  first  step  in  the  action  upon  which 
'bail  was  required,  or  the  defendant  put  into  prison,  Here 
is  a  complete  summerset ;  the  plaintiff  released  from  all 
obligations  on  his  part,  viz.  pledge  of  prosecution  to  se- 
cure the  defendant  against  his  malice,  and  the  defendant 
deprived  of  his  liberty  wherein  he  had  been  always  free 
from  niolestittion.  This  pnctire  of  the  ancient  Britons, 
which  secured  to  them  freedom  from  arrest  for  debt,  was 
changed  by  legal  fictions  and  judioal  usurpations.  They 
did  not  deprive  the  debtor  of  his  personal  liberty  upon 
mesne  process.  He  thanked  God  that  the  foul  stain  was 
blotted  from  the  escutcheon  of  his  native  State,  Kentucky. 
No  freeman  of  Kentucky,  can  be  enclosed  for  debt,  nor 
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cut  into  prison.  You  may  deprive  him  of  his  property^ 
ftsd  Uut  is  correct,  where  be  owes  it.  There  waa  a  time, 
ttotton^ance,vhenitwasotberwi9e>  I  have  seen  honest 
and  nauit  men,  who  had  fought  gallantly  for  their  couo- 
tif,  looking  through  the  iron  grates  of  a  jail,  for  debt. 
But  that  tin>e  u  past,  never  to  return  i|i  the  State  of  Een* 
tocky.  It  had  uwEyi  been  his  opinion,  and  was  yet  bis 
opinioi^  that  an  honest  d^tor,  but  whose  nusfbrtunes  had 
pRvnited  a  punctual  payment  of  his  debt,  to  be  cast  into 
prison  by  Us  creditor,  would  feel  ^solrea  from  all  moral 
obEgationa  to  that  man,  at  whose  instance  he  had  been 
deptired  ofnberty.  One  day,-  one  hour,  of  virtuous  liber- 
tf  is  worth  an  eternity  of  bondage.  Mr.  President,  let 
She  propose  one  question  to  you  :  Suppose  I  contract  to 
pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  or  to  do  a  certain  tlung,  and 
It  »  eotocd  into  my  bond,  as  a  condition,  that,  if,  up(Hi 
fiulure  oa  my  part  to  pay  the  money,  or  to  perf<>nn  my 
corenan^  I  diould  be  subject  to  loss  of  life,  or  limb,  or 
Ebefty,  and,  farther,  suppose  I  did  fiul,  would  not  tlie 
courts  relieve  me  from  the  penalty,  as  a  violation  of  the 
coaatitution  and  the  laws  of  tiie  country  ?  And  if  I  can- 
not, under  the  constitution  and  laws,  make  myself  a  vo- 
tuDtan  dare,  how  can  I,  under  the  same  constitution  and 
law^  be  made  an  involuntary  slave  ?  I  hare  not  language, 
Sir,  forobly  and  eloquently  enough  to  picture  to  you, 
like  Sterne,  the  wretched  victim  of  civil  imprisonment, 
lying  in  Ins  dungeon  on  his  straw  bed,  counting  the  dis- 
mal dajs  and  nights  of  his  confinement,  and  pining  under 
that  nckness  of  the  heart  which  arises  from  hope  deferred. 
JQu^  let  me  aak  if  such  confinement  be  not  worse  than  the 
most  abject  slaveiy  i  It  may  be  said,  that  the  insolvent 
laws  will  afford  reuef.  In  addition  to  the  other  just  prin- 
dplesand  proriaons  of  the  bill,  the  bebt  insofrent  law 
which  I  have  erer  seen  is  incoi^iorated  into  this  bill,  which 
was  prqMMwd  by  my  worthy  fnend  from  Getvgia,  [Mr. 
Bnaixa.] 

Bat  it  is  in  vain  to  tell  me  of  the  insolvent  laws  as  tliey 
DOW  exist  or  can  exist  widiout  the  provisions  of  a  bill  like 
this.  I  have  now  before  me  a  letter  from  Wm.  Wood,  of 
New  York,  who  informs  me,  that,  within  less  than  two 
years,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  per. 
sons  bare  been  received  into  the  debtors'  jail  in  that  city. 
In  tome  instance^  men.  have  been  imprisoned  for  a  sum 
aa  snail  aa  two  or  three  dollars,  with  neither  food  nor  bed 
except  wbat  was  furnished  by  the  Humane  Society,  a 
<]uart  of  soup  for  twenty.four  hours;  whereas  tlie  crimt- 
in^  in  Bridewell,  receives  three  meals  per  day,  a  bed, 
and  crfteo  dothtng.  While  we  applaud  the  exertions  of 
these  benevolent  Societies,  and  rank  Wk.  Wood  and  its 
other  members  \rith  the  benevolent  Howahb,  ,to  be  held 
up  to  mankind  as  worthy  of  inutafipn,  we  sit  here  with 
our  anna  folded,  without  seeing  that  these  Just  praises 
to  these  benevolent  Societies,  and  worthy  individuals, 
press  more  indelibly  tlie  stain  of  cruelty  and  barbarism 
upon  our  National  character.  It  is  not  my  object  to  pluce 
the  debtor  upon  any  better  grounds  than  tlie  creditor.  I 
wvii  to  place  them  upon  a  perfect  equality  ;  there  is  as 
nueh  honesty  and  integrity  in  the  debtor  part  of  the  com- 
mututy  asin  the  creditor  part,  and  no  more  :  all  men,  un- 
der the  same  circumBtance^  are  nearly  aUke  ;  give  the 
prmicrty^  of  the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  till  the  debt  is 
puo,  if  the  property  can  be  had  ;  but,  under  all  circum- 
stances, give  the  debtor  his  liberty — he  never  sold  that. 
It  is  beyond  vsdue  or  price — the  Uw  does  not  authorize 
him  to  dispose  of  it.  He  can  only  fMeit  it  by  crime,  by 
villainy.  Imprisonment  for  debt,  by  9omp,  is  supposed 
to  be  used  as  coercive  mcans.*^  Be  it  so  ;  and  what  then  } 
It  is  veiT  evider.t  that  the  hardships  of  coercion  can  only 
Ul  on  Uie  honest  debtor. 

If  tfte  debtor  be  a  villain,  and  refuses  to  pay  that  which 
he  owes,  and  is  able  to  pay,  his  money,  and  the  friends 
whom  his  money  will  gain  him^  will  reBeve  him  from  all 
the  hardship!  of  yoor  coercion— others  say  this  imprison- 


ment for  debt  is  in  satisfaction  of  the  debtor's  bond  ( that 
the  honest  debtor,  too,  must  pay  the  pound  of  flesh  ;  this 
is  already  answered  ;  for  I  hold  that  a  man  cannot  subject 
himself,  without  crime,  to  the  loss  of  liberty.  Mr.  Fren- 
dent,  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief,  that,  unless  the  re- 
lation of  debtor  and.  creditor  in  this  wide,  populous^  and 
increasinir  Republic,  be  enen^y  changed,  evib  vUl 
soontfr  or  later  result  fh)m  it,  wmcb,  combmed  with  other 
causes,  wilt  prove  disastrous  to  our  national  liberty,  hap' 
pinesfi,  and  independence.  1  am  nOt  one  of  those  who 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  nations,  like  individuals,  neces- 
sarily pass  through  the  stsges  of  youth,  maturity,  and  de- 
cline. It  is  true,  this  ha&beeo  the  case  with  many  nations. 
We  now  read,  in  the  pages  of  andent  histoiy,  of  the 
splendid  existence  of  Greece  and  Rome.  But,  m  reality, 
they  no  longer  exi^t — with  many  otherreoowned  nations, 
they  have  all  sunk  beneath  the  w-devouring  hand  of  time, 
and  some  latent  principles  of  bad  government  In  very 
truth,  we  may  sa^,'that  this  is  the  freest  Government  on 
earth ;  and  we  mi^t  go  fWlher,  and  say,  it  is  the  only  free 
Government  on  the  globe.  These  revolutions  in  Stateit, 
Empires,  and  Kingdoms,  hare  naturally  made  historians, 
philosophers,  and  statesmen,  indulge  in  the  remark,  that 
States,  like  individualu,  must  pass  Uirough  infancy,  man- 
hood, old  age,  and  death.  The  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced, and  are  now  producing,  the  same  results,  are  to 
be  found,  not  in  the  order  of  nature,  but  in  some  vice, 
some  bad  principle,  inherent  in  their  institutions. 

When  the  population  of  Rome,  on  a  certain  critical  oc- 
casion in  the  existence  of  .that  renowned  Commonwealth, 
rose  in  rebellion,  and  retired  to  the  Hons  Sacer,  or  the 
Sacred  Moan^  it  was  owing  entirely  to  the  power  of  the 
creditor  over  his  debtor ;  because  the  creditors  exercised 
the  power  gixtn  them  by  the'laws  with  cruel  persecution 
and  severity  towards  their  debtors— citizen  soldiers,  who 
were  revered  fbr  their  pubtic  virtue,  their  gallantry,  their 
public  services,  and  cmdd  exhibit  the  deep  scars  which 
they  had  received  in  battle  with  theenemies  of  their  coun- 
try, could  show  to  the  populace  the  scars  and  stripes,  freslt 
bleeding,  inflicted  upon  them  by  their  merciless  credit- 
ors, by  whom,  with  their  wives  and  children,  in  stune 
instances,  they  have  been  doomed  to  bondage.  I  have 
observed,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  States  and  Kingdoms 
are  doomed,  by  the  decree  of  Heaven,  to  die  as  man  di- 
eth.  I  do  not  see  bow  that  consequence  should  fblluw. 
The  materials  of  States  and  Kingdoms  are  always'  com- 
posed of  the  same  materials  at  every  stage  of  their  exist, 
ence,  of  rational  and  intelligent  beings,  moral  agents,  and 
always  endowed  with  the  same  senses  and  nme  capacities 
by  nature,  and  at  all  times  capable  of  ntataining  free  in- 
stitutions. The  inquiry  becomes  more  important  to  us, 
why  these  changes  ?  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  arise  from 
causes  perfectly  within  our  control,  if  we  will  it.  W  hat- 
ever  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  human  mind,  or  to 
infringe  the  unalienable  rights  of  property,  of  conscience, 
of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  of  personal  liberty,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  best  Go- 
vernment on  earth.  1  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  impri- 
sonment tor  debt  alone  will  produce. this  result ;  but  it  is 
making  great  inroads  upon  free  Government  in  the  United 
States.  And  if,  after  the  Upse  of  many  years,  the  occa- 
sion should  arrive — and  Heaven  grant  that  ages  and  sgcs 
may  pass  over  before  it  does  arrive — when  A>me  medita- 
tive Volney  shall  wander  among  the  ruins,  not  of  Palmyra 
and  Persepolts,  but  of  this  proud  Capitol,  now  the  seat  of 
free  and  enlighteped  deliberation  ,  mark  me,  sir,  if  he 
does  not  trace  our  downfal,  in  part,  to  the  fierce  conten- 
tions arising  between  debtors  and  creditors.  This  is  the 
time  to  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evU,  which  is  growing 
with  our  rapid  growth,  and  increasing  wi^  tlie  unparal- 
leled increase  of  population.  This  is  the  time,  in  the 
vigor  of  our  iostitution^  to  free  our  legislation  from  this 
foul  stun,  which  the  law  of  civil  improvement  has  stamped 
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upon  it  i  and  to  place  on  a  secure  and  permanent  basiB  the 
rights  and  happiness  of  our  citizens.  If,  Mr.  Prendent,  all 
the  Etnpires,  Kingdoms,  States,  and  ttepubUcs,  of  the  earth 
were  here  met  with  us  ttiis  dav  in  Coundl,  in  what  would 
we  be  willing  to  compare  witK  them  >  Mot  in  extent  of 
tenitoty,  for  Russia  exceeds  lu  in  that ;  not  in  wealth  and 
grandeur  {  not  in  commerce  and  manufactureB,  for  many 
nations  e^uil  and  liome  surpass  us  in  them  {  nor  in  sdence 
^  imd  arts,  nor  in  sa]ubrity  of  climate,  nor  fertility  of  soil, 
■  for  in  these  blessings  other  nations  may  compete  with  us  : 
but  it  would  be  in  our  free  institutions  ihat  we  might 
proudly  compare  with  them ;  in  civil  and  rcli^ous  liberty  i 
jn  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press ;  ui  the  right  of 
each  citizen  freely  to  pursue  his  own  happlnesi.  These 
principles  are  sealed  with  the  blood  of  our  fttbers.  I^t 
us  not  prove  treacherous  to  them  in  one  of  their  most  es- 
sential particulan  :  for  imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  violation 
of  those  sacred  rights,  and  perhaps  the  only  exception  to 
the  freedom  of  the  citizen. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this 
time,  to  trespass  further  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate. He  liad  spoken  without  notes,  and  without  intend- 
ing to  have  said  as  much  at  present ;  upon  some  other 
occasiou,  in  the  progress  of  me  bill,  he  might  attempt 
more  folly  to  explain  tlie  histoi^  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
snd  to  show  that  it  ori^nated  in  judicial  usurpation  and 
legal  fictions,  and  had  been  supported  by  tyranny.  He 
untreated  the  Senators  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  open  their  ears  to  jlhe  cries,  which  were  loud 
to  those  who  would  listen,  of  the  unfortunate  and  distress- 
ed debtprs,  and  to  decide  on  the  bill  without  delay. 


Tndksdat,  Decehbir  20,  183r. 
THE  PITBHC  LANDS. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  submitted  the  following  resolution  .- 
Auo/pei/,  Tlwt  the  Committee  on  the  Public  LJinds  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  and 
relinquishing.  In  full  property,  the  public  lands,  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States,  to  the  sevend  States  in  which 
they  lie. 

Mr.  HENDBICKS  said,  that,  in  offering  thhreMhiticQ 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  it  was,  perhaps,  pro- 
per for  him  to  make  a  few  remarks.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, that,  at  the  last  session,  in  the  forfn  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bin  proposing  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  he  had  ufFered  the  same  proposition,  though 
in  another  form.  The  proposition  of  last  session  was  one 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  very 
much  directed.  It  wai  considered  a  noret  propowtion, 
a  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that,  by  nuiny  ac- 
customed to  look  to  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, more  important  than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  or 
proniiae  heretuler  to  be,  it  was  deemed  an  unreasonable 
proposition.  The  bill  and  the  amendment  were  laid  up- 
on the  table,  having  received  a  very  partial  examination, 
and,  for  want  of  time,  were  permifted  there  to  rest,  with- 
out discussion,  till'the  close  of  the  sesuon. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  state  of  things,  and 
that  a  full  disfiussion  of  the  principles  cootuned  in  the 
proposition  might  be  had  at  the  present  sesuon,  he  had, 
at  thia  early  period,  presented  it  to  the  Senate.  -  The 
bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would 
again  be  introduced,  and,  in  all  probability,  be  anin  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  To  this 
committee  he  wished  to  hare  this  subject  also  referred. 
l*he  Senate  would  thru  have  the  aid  of  their  examina- 
tions and  report,  and  be  the  better  prepared  for  a  vote 
upon  the  question. 

BeDeving,  as  h^did,  that  the  sovereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence  of  the  new  States  weie  much  impair- 
ed, uid  that  their  equality  with  the  old  State*  was  en- 
tirely taken  away  by  ttie  present  conation  of  the  pub- 


lie  lands,  as  the  representative  of  a  new  State  he  could 
not  but  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  proposition,  and  he 
did  believe,  that,  when  the  subject  should  be  fully  can- 
vassed by  the  Senate,  the  constitutional  argument,  and 
the  question  of  expediency,  would  alike  preponderate 
in  ftvor  of  the  rlkw  States,  and  strongly  admoniBh  of 
the  propriety  of  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  several  Slates  in  which  they  lie.  Be  believed 
that  the  Federal  Government  had  no  constitutional  power 
to  hold  the  soil  of  the  States,  except  for  the  special  pur- 
poses deugnatcd  by  the  Constitution,  such  as  the  erec- 
tion of  forts,  magazmes,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings,  and  even  for  this  purpcne,  the  consent 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  was  neceaiuy,  by  the 
express  language  of  the  Constitution. 

He  was  weU  aware  that  the  timooB  from  the  SUtes, 
and  the  pledge  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  were  usually  resorted 
to  as  the  authority  of  the  General  Government  to  hold 
the  lands  in  the  States ;  but  these  authorities,  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  times,  which  show  the  intentions 
and  views  of  the  actors  of  that  dav,  instead  of-showing 
the  right  of  this  Government,  ndght,  in  his  opimon,  be 
safely  relied  on  to  sustain  a  contmy  position.  It  sure^ 
was  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  of  tfie  States  ced- 
ing waste  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Union,  that 
the  new  States  to  be  formed  should  be  received  into  the 
Union  as  sovereign  and  independent  States,  and  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever  i  and  nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that 
this  waa  tha  intention  of  the  fiamers  of  the  ConstitutioD. 
To  muntun  tlieequaU^  of  the  States,  it  had  even  ex- 
tended favors  to  the  small  States.  It  had  in  some  de- 
gree balanced  numbeis  in  the  large  States,  inth  poli- 
ucal  power  in  the  stvU  States.  The  equality  or  the 
representation  in  the  Senate  was  an  instance  of  this. 
To  Senators  who  hold  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
and  who  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed,  he  mig^t  safely  appeal.  To  those 
who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the 
sacred  snl  of  a  Stat^  so  fiu  inily  as  might  be  necessary 
for  the  location  of  a  road  or  canal,  he  night  spe^  vnih 
the  greatest  confidence.  If,  according  to  their  doc- 
trine, Congress  cannot  tiius  temporarily  occupy  a  sntall 
portion  of  the  soil  of  a  State,  surely,  they  would  agree 
with  him  in  saying  that  Congress  caimot  permanenOy 
hold,  in  full  property,  the  entire  soil  of  the  new  States. 

If,  then,  the  constitutional  argument  should  be  with 
him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  become  or  to  re- 
main, ttie  1^  of  the  soil  of  me  new  Sta£e%  no  one  would 
contend  that  (he  compacts  ought  to  be  binding  j  for,  iS 
they  are  not  based  on  the  Constitution,  they  impose  no 
obligation  on  the  States.  But,  if  even  based  on  the  Con- 
stitution, it  was  in  the  power  of  the  new  States,  on  the 
■principle  of  free  agency,  to  make  them,  or  to  refuse 
to  make  them.  If  the  new  States  had  reilused  to  make 
them,  then  the  objects  attained  by  them  would  have 
been  defeated.  And  what  were  those  objects  f  That 
tlie  new  States  sboold  never  Interfere  with  the  piimaiy 
disposal  of  the  sul.  And  if  this  object  had  not  been 
attained  by  the  General  Government,  would  not  the  con- 
verse of  the  proportion  have  been  the  consequence ' 
would  not  the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
new  States  might  have  interfered  with  the  primary  dis- 
posal of  the  soil  *  Here  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  sud,  that 
the  new  States,  refusing  to  enter  into  these  compacts, 
could  have  been  kept  out  of  the  Union.  But  this  was 
ground  untenable  t  for  the  new  States  were^  by  the  ordi- 
nance <^  1787,  guarantied  .admisnon  into  tse  Uidon, 
with  a  population  of  60,000,  on  an  eqtial  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Mr.  U.  aaid,  that  arguments  of  expediency,  almost  in- 
namerahle,  mij^t  be  urged  in  the  present  case.  It 
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•eemed  to  bun  that  whenever  the  subject  should  be  ful- 
If  cxmnuoed,  it  would  appeu  thst  an  estimste  had  here- 
tufore  been  put  upon  the  public  lands,  far  above  their 
real  Tthie.  The  public  lands  had  been  in  market  up- 
wvdi  of  fiHty  yeanH  vaA  the  whole  receipts  into  the 
Trcaamy  had  been  about  thirty-six  miUionB.  We  had 
DOW  in  market  more  than  one  hundred  nuUions  of  acres, 
and  far  the  last  ye^  the  receipts  had  frequently  been 
below  a  tnilUon,  while  the  whole  revenue  of  the  coun- 
tiy, in  those  years,  liad  ranged  from  twen^  to  twenty- 
five  nullions.  TbU  view  would  show  how  small  is  the 
portion  uf  our  whole  revenue  derived  from  the  public 
lands.  This  million,  if  indispensable  to  the  Tr^suiy,' 
cnuld  casljr  be  supplied  in  some  other  way.  It  could 
b«  lud  on  other  objeids  of  taxation,  which  would  nei- 
tber  be  seen  nor  felt,  and  the  new  States  would  rise  to 
a  level  of  equality  with  the  old  States.  The  new  States 
would  then  be  relieved  from  what  he  considered  an  un- 
oonsthutional  and  dangerous  dependence  on  the  old 
States  and  on  the  Union. 

Nor  tiad  this  proposition  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
gre^  mass  crf'tbeae  Lknds.  The^public  lands  in  the  new 
States  aalounted  to  little  more  than  300  nullions  of 
aerei,  and  perhaps  fifty  millions  of  this  had  been  given 
•wayinn^laiy  bounties,  and  other  donations,  together 
wtA  the  pubfic  sales.  The  residue,  subject  to  the  ac- 
tkm  of  the  present  land  system,  would  be  eight  or  nine 
hundred  miiliona.  With  an  unlimited  control  over  this 
vast  scope  of  countiy,  the  General  Government  ouf^t  to 
be  sstiified. 

Surely,  said  Mr.  II.  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  are 
better  qualified  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  dHiwae  dt  the  public  lands,  aa  the  condition  of  their 
respective  States  require.  They  better  know  than  we 
ponbly  can  know,  how  to  graduate  the  price  agreea- 
bly to  the  quality,  and  when  to  give  pre-emption  rig'hta 
vid  donations  to  actual  settlers.  The  people  of  the 
new  States  should  look  to  their  own  Legislatures  for 
the  regulation  of  the  public  lands,  and  Congi-ess  should 
be  left  to  pursue,  with  undivided  attention,  the  natiomil 
inleresta  aiunniUed  to  their  care  by  the  Constitution  of 
Ibe  Uiuted  States. 

But,  there  was  another  consideration,  more  weighty 
stilL  It  was,  that  the  public  lands  in  the  hands  of  the 
General  Government,  offered  to  the  new  States  the 
strongest  inducenientB  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  for, 
the  Union  dissolved,  the  lands  would  instantly  become 
Ae  proper^  of  the  States,  and  all  such  inducements 
ought  most  carefrdly  to  be  guarded  against. 

He  bad  already  nided  further  into  tlie  discussion  than 
be  intended  when  be  rose.  He  hoped,  that,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  the  Senate  would  be  fiivored  with  the  reflec- 
tions of  others,  much  nxm  capable  of  doing  justice  to 
this  very  important  subject  than  himself.  He  would  at 
tfiis  time  no  longer  detain  the  Senate. 

A  resolution  nibmitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  PARHIS,  for 
the  erection  of  suitable  buildioga  ror  the  Courts  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  several  States,  was  considered  and 
agreed  after  hanng  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
p.  so  as  toembncea  proTinonf;»thepreBeiTationof  the 
records  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  PARRIS  renuu-ked,  ihat  the  Courts  di  the  United 
States  were,  in  many  the  States,  unprovided  with 
wHable  bmldings,  and  were  neceautated  to  depend 
upon  the  courtesy  of  tlie  St^e  Courts  for  the  use  of  tbetr 
rooms,  it  was  to  remg^  this  evil,  and  to  procure  the 
requisite  aocommodation  for  them,  that  he  proposed  this 
tesaltttion.  Thepreservation  orthereeordsofthe  Courts 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  no  regulation  for 
Ihat  purpose  had  hitherto  been  made, 

IMPRISONMENT  FUR  DKBT. 
The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  then 
taken  up,  and,  after  aevenl  amendments  proposed  by 
Vol.  IV— 3 


Mesws.  BERRIEN,  EATON,  CHANDLER,  HAYNE, 
KANE,  and  lUDGELY.  which  were  agreed  t(^  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  bill  ba  made 
the  special  orderof  the  My  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  said  that,  as  the  bill  was 
now  open  to  discussion  upon  its  details,  he  would  say  a 
few  words,  more  by  way  of  suggestion  to  the  friends  of 
the  measure  than  of  argument  against  it  Whether  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  useful  or  necessary,  and  whetiier 
the  public  was  now  displeased  with  the  power  enjoyed 
by  the  plaintiifs,  were  questions  of  great  importance, 
and  would  be  fully  discussed  at  a  proper  stage  of  the 
progress  of  the  biU.  He  did  not  rise  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, whetiier  the  abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
would  be  usefill,  necessary,  or  proper.  It  was  his  de- 
sign only  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  method  by  which 
■t  was  proposed  to  obtain  this  object  His  lemarks 
would  be  directed  to  the  machinery  by  which  it  was  to 
be  done.  They  wished  to  effect  an  abolition  of  Impri- 
sonment for  Debt ;  and  how  do  they  propose  to  do  it  f 
By  removing  from  tbe  laws  of  the  land  a  certain  process. 
Now,  to  every  gentleman  who  ha*  any  knowledge  of 
law,  it  is  evident  that  this  cannot  be  safely  done.  Will 
they  say,  that  in  taking  away  this  single  process,  they 
can  leave  tbe  laws  exactly  nitnui  that  process  ^  No  man 

legal  knowledge  would  say  so.  For  the  various  pro- 
cesses are  so  connected,  that  it  is  impossible  to  disjoint 
one  ftvm  the  context  without  injuring  and  disorganizing' 
the  whole  system.  They  are  so  amalgamated,  that,  to 
abstrvct  any  portion,  -would  be  to  decompose  and  destroy 
the  whole.  To  do  this,  without  producing  such  an  ef* 
fcet^  was  a  scheme  beyond  tbe  skill  of  the  greatest 
statesman  that  ever  lived,  so  were  the  lavs  under  sue, 
^stem  woven  into  and  connected  with  each  other.  He 
would  state  some  cases,  which  might— nay,  which,  he 
was  confident,  must  arise,  were  this  measure  to  go  into 
effect.  In  the  Sute  of  Virginia  we  follow  the  English 
law,  which  we  have  handed  down  to  us  by  our  forefa- 
thers. Heal  estate  is  not  subject  to  execution  for  debt 
Bu(  lands  can  be  seized  to  pay  a  debt  by  an  indirect 
process,  which  is  equally  efficient,  and  ensures  to  tbe 
creditor  tbe  real  property  of  tiie  debtor.  For  institfiee, 
you  take  the  body  of  the  debtor,  and  incarcerate  Um  : 
you  then  say  to  him,  you  must  release  your  lands  for  tbe 
paprment  of"^ my  demand,  and  until  you  do,  you  remain  a 
prisoner.  This  is  done  by  die  means  of  a  capiat  ad  taiu. 
fadendum.  Now,  if  the  capiat  ad  aathfaamdum  is  taken 
away,  what  power  is  there  remaining  over  the  lands  of 
the  debtor  >.  What  safety  will  there  be  to  the  creditor, 
whose  debtor  is  possessed  of  real  estate  altme  >  The 
body  of  a  debtor  is,  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  to  be 
free  of  imprisonment  t  and,  it  matters  not  whether  the 
debt  be  five  shillings  or  five  thousand  dollars,  still  the 
operation  is  uniform.  But,  if  an  individual  Agree  to  do 
a  specific  act,  and  fail  in  its  performance,  you  have  ju- 
risdiction over  his  body,  because  this  Bill  does  not  ex- 
tend to  Chancciy  cases.  Hien  Uie  operation  of  it  nail 
be  this  :  The  man  is  released  who  owes  five  shillings  in 
money  ;  but  the  man  who  agrees  to  do  a  specific  thmg, 
not  worth  half  that  value,  may  be  imprisoned.  Is  this 
an  equal  operation  }  Is  it  not  partial  in  the  extreme  ? 
These  two  statements,  of  what  he  believed  would  be 
tbe  operation  of  the  BiU,  were  merely  given  to  illustrate 
the  opinion  which  he  entertained,  of  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  before  the  Senate.  The  BiU 
would  effect,  perhaps,  too  much,  and  certainly  in  some 
ren)ectB,  too  little — probably  more  in  some  pdnts, 
ana  less  in  others,  than  its  friends  deured.  Mr.  T. 
therefore,  submitted  to  the  advocates  of  the  KU, 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  some  gene- 
ral arrangement  to  cover  all  the  ground  which  tbe  title 
of  the  Bill  seemed  to  indicate,  by  making  some  general 
amngement  by  wUch  the  exemption  from  imprison- 
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inentibould  be  unireml.  He  «Iu)  sumited  th«t  it 
WM  dingerouB  to  encumber  the  Bill  with  all  the  ma- 
cbinery  under  which  it  now  labored.  In  the  present 
shape  of  the  UUI,  they  would  assuredly  do  more  or  less 
dun  they  intei^ed.  He  had  not  risen  to  argue  the 
principles  of  the  Bill*  at  this  period,  and  be  merely 
threw  out  these  reflectioni,  in  order  that  the  attention 
of  ffcntlemen  should  be  directed  to  what  be  thought 
faufii  in  the  Bill.  In  its  present  form,  he  could  not 
TOte  for  it — nor  would  be  pledge  himself  to  do  so  in 
any  cue — but  should  it  pass,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
idl,  that  its  provinona  should  be  calculated  to  arrive  at 
the  object  in  view. 

Hr  BERRIEN  observed,  that,  under  the  circum- 
sUnces  that  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  bill 
had  moved  its  postponement,  it  iras  hardly  in  order  to 
Ascuaa  its  merits.  But,  if  it  was  advisable  to  postpone 
the  details,  it  was,  nerertheleasv  important  to  examine  the 
principles  of  the  measure,  and  he  was  particularly  de 
airous  to  meet  the  objections  made  to  it  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  was  aware  that  any  innovations 
upon  e^dsting  laws  of  long  standing,  were  more  or  less 
dangerous,  and  there  was  always  reasonable  doubt, 
whether  they  might  not  trench  00  existing  institutions. 
And,  it  was  highly  to  be  desired,  that  the  collective 
knowkd^  and  experience  of  the  Senate  should  be 
brought  mto  action,  to  prevent,  in  completing  a  saluta. 
rv  measure,  the  occurrence  of -any  such  evils.  But,  if 
they  were  to  refrain  from  any  provision  which  the  good 
of  society,  and  the  intere&ts  of  humanity  required,  be- 
cause there  was  danger  that  they  might  make_  innova- 
tuHis  on  existing  kwi— if  tbey  were  to  reftwn  from 
tearing  from  the  statate>book,  a  leaf  that  stdned  and 
di^Taced  it,  fearing,  that  in  so  d«ng,  they  rtiould  trench 
on  the  system  of  laws,  of  which  it  had  for  ^es  made 
part — if  an  acknowledged  evil  of  no  common  mi^i- 
tude  were  to  be  sanctioned  and  perpetuated,  because, 
to  abdi^  it,  implied  a  danger  of  creating  confusion  in 
the  practice — then  might  any  amelioration  be  prevented. 
He  knew  not  whether  these  effects  would  arise  out  of 
the  present  bill ;  but  he  knew,  if  such  wctc  the  prinei. 
pies  upon  which  Congress  acted,  then  they  were  doom- 
ed never  to  advance,  but  to  rit  idly  down  under  all  the 
evils  of  the  present  system.  If  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration threatened  any  of  those  inconveniences  that 
had  been  enumerated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
it  was  the  duty  of  his  brethren  of  the  Senate  to  give  then- 
asristance  in  checking  them,  and  render  more  perfect 
the  bill,  by  placing  around  it  all  the  requirite  itafe^ards. 
For  UEDsen,  he  was  in  fovor  of  the  bill.  Its  pnnciples 
met  his  fbll  approbation.  He  had  lon^  looked  upon 
imprisonment  for  debt  as  an  evil  that  disf^ed  a  free, 
an  enlightened,  and  humane  community  t  and  ftum  such 
motives  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, of  which  he  waa  a  member,  in  its  favor.  He  was 
not  bigoted  in  his  preference  for  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  ;  nor  did  he  arrogate  that  its  form  was  the 
moat  perfect.  In  his  adherence  to  the  principle,  how- 
evtf,  be  was  firm.  The  bill  was  now  subjected  to  the 
investigation  of  his  brotiier  Senators,  and,  mm  a  body 
eompruing  so  much  learning  and  intelligence,  he  might 
hope  that  its  provisitms  woum  receive  all  the  necessary 
modification.  He,  therefore,  wished  that  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  would  examine  it  thoroughly — not  to 
cavil  and  find  6iult— but  to  direct  and  improve  it.  So 
fgr  as  he  was  concerned,  he  held  himself  ready  to  ac- 
cede to  the  bill  as  it  mi^t  be  modified  by  his  colleagues. 
He  wu  not  pledged  to  it  in  its  present  torm  t  but  wish- 
ed thattiiebghts  of  others  mig^t  be  shed  upon  it,  that 
all  the  good  it  promised  might  be  realized  and  as  little 
the  evil,  with  which  it  was  charged  in  anticipation, 
mi^t  arise  fVom  its  operation.  With  such  view^  he 
might  be  allowed  to  aay  that  he  was  in  no  way  appre- 


hensive that  the  difficulties  named  by  the  Senator  from 
Vir^nia,  would  be  experienced.   B^  the  lawb  of  Vir- 

Sinia,  lands  were  not  subject  to  a  direct  process  ;  but 
tey  were  liable  to  be  seized  by  the  indirect  process, 
which  that  gentleman  had  explained.  Now  this  right, 
or  practice,  was  not  touched  by  this  bill.  It  pro-* 
vides  that  a  plaintiff  cai^  by  making  oath  that  tbe 
defendant  keeps  his  lands  m  sueh  a  nmdition  that  tb^ 
cannot  be  levied  on — a  complaint  which  ever^  citizen 
has  a  right  to  make — which  becomes  the  subject  of  a 
trial,  and,  if  found  to  be  true,  his  original  right  to  issue 
a  ea.  ta.  recurs ;  and  thus,  for  all  useful  purposes,  that 
process  is  retained,  while,  only  where  its  operation  is 
oppressive,  is  it  abolished.  It  does  not,  in  nct^  touch 
upon  the  ancient  mode  of  recovering  knd  by  takin^f 
the  body  bv  a  eapuuad  talirfadmAm.  It  makes  that 
process  milder,  ud  more  mcoorduA  with  the  principle! 
of  justice  and  humamty.  He  ^  not  wish  to  go  fertber 
at  this  time.  He  was  derirons  to  hear  the  opinions  of 
his  coadjutors  upon  the  measure  t  and  he  solicited  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  those  asaodated  with  him  in  pointing: 
out  the  best  and  safest  method  of  reducing  the  principle 
to  practice. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was,  although  not  in- 
tending  to  join  i^  hi^y  pleased  to  hear  the  discuarion 
upon  this  Biwject  He  merely  rose  to  offer  a  few  re> 
marks  upon  tbe  objections  oflTered  by  the  genUenun 
from  Virginia.  That  gentleman  had  done — what  no 
one  could  be  more  sensible  tl^n  Hr.  J.  that  he  was  able 
to  do — in  making  out  a  plaurible,  and  even  probable, 
case  of  hardship,  under  the  biU  for  the  abolition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt  It  amoanted  to  this  :  that  one 
man  might  sell  a.  quanti^  of  land  to  another,  who,  subse- 
quently would  no^  or  periups  could  not,  pay  fbr  it ;  and 
that,  in  this  case,  the  auditor  must  lose  his  demand.  To 
this  objection,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  have  two  answers-  I  ad- 
mit that  there  might  happen  such  a  case  of  hsrdship. 
I  go  fiulher.  I  allow  that  such  cases  would  undoubt- 
e£y  happen.  My  first  answer  to  the  objection  is  this  : 
The  law  is  prospective  in  its  operation,  and  the  seller 
would,  fix  his  own  si^ty,  not  only  take  the  obligation 
of  the  purcliaser  the  payment  but  he  would  retun 
a  hold  upon  the  title  in  demiut  of  satisfaction  of  Ms  de- 
mand. He  believed  no  gentleman  would,  even  under 
present  circumstances,  seU  a  valuable  estate  in  Virginia, 
and  not  retain  some  security  upon  the  property  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligation  entered  into  b^  the  purcha- 
ser. Whether  woula  it  be  better  that  this  law  should 
not  pas9^  afTeetiog  as  it  does  the  freedom  and  liappineas 
of  tnouMids,  or  that  an  oeearional  cMe  of  hardsh^-- 
and  for  which  there  was  an  adequate  remedy— ariaw^ 
generally  from  the  negligence  of  the  seller  to  his  own 
mterests,  should  occur  ?  If  the  gentleman  (h>m  Vugi* 
nia  wu  disposed  to  make  any  motion  by  which  tbe 
liabilities  on  the  part  of  Itie  debtor  should  be  increas- 
ed so  u  to  protect  the  creditor  from  any  imaginable  in- 
jury, he  was  perfectly  willing  to  accede  to  it.  But  in 
pasnng  an  act  which  the  happiness  of  millions  required, 
was  It  the  fault  of  Congress  that  Yiipiua  was  not  treate'i 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  States  *  Nor  was  it  to  be 
maintained,  that  some  partial  inconvenience,  or  occa- 
sonal  hardship,  must  stand  in  the  way  of  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  redeem  our  country  from  a  disgraceful  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  dictates  of  Christianibr, 
freedom,  and  benevolence.  He  had  one  more  remaiv, 
in  answtf  to  the  gentleman  trarn  Viifinia.  If  the  ease 
iriiich  he  has  stated  be  a  hardship,  what  will  he  do  with 
the  thousands  of  cases  in  which  an  honest  debtor,  unable, 
by  some  unforcKcn  and  unav<HdabIe  misfortune,  is  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  paying  his  debts,  and  who  is  liable 
to  be  imprisoned,  at  the  mercy  of  a  hard-hearted  and 
vindictive  creditor  '  Can  Uiese  cases  be  weMied  against 
those  poirible  ones  to  which  he  has  refetrea  us  *  Now, 
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if  the  raitlenun  will  fisme  a  biU,  by  which  the  honest 
aad  Dmbminate  debtor  shall  be  exempted  from  imprisoii- 
meat,  I  will,  in  lum,  a^e  to  one  by  which  the  rich  and 
fimiuieDt  debtor  shall  be  punished— I  care  not  how 
wewtTtty.  Yet  the  cases  on  his  side  are  but  one  to  a 
(buanmlflf  thoM  that  would  be  reliered  by  the  aboli- 
tim  of  tUs  batbarom  pnetice,  fivm  undeienred  and  in- 
ertiHe  wretcheda«M.  To  him,  the  character  of  the 
eoantrjr  seemed  deeply  involved  in  this  measure.  The 
<lodrines  of  Christianity  [Minted  put  its  adoption}  for  It 
wa*  ooe  of  its  firat  principles,  that  none  but  the  guilty 
draoU  suffer  punishment.  If  thia  bill  paaseo,  it  would 
be  m  tnunmh  of  principle  ;  for  it  was  based  on  the  beat 
and  JBKMt  tramuie  principles.  That  it  might  do  some 
partial  injury,  and  create  some  minor  inconvenience,  he 
wm»  not  prepared  to  deny.  Bul^  when  was  ever  a  great 
cJunfe  effected  without  some  partia]  eril  I  The  inare- 
nuitf  of  any  indtvidital  would  not  be  pat  to  a  veiy  dffii- 
oilt  taA,  to  prove,  that  the  putting  down  <rf  any  insti- 
tution, long  eatabliahed,  would  produce  injury  to  some 
cue.  This,  however,  is  no  substantial  argument  to  op- 
poM  to  a  meMure  whose  prindples  are  fwnded  in  the 
^cfatfeaoftnitiiand  humanity.  He  was,  however,  iuUy 
oomtneed  tha^  when  the  gentleman  reflected  on  the 
ocnefita  and  injuries  likely  to  arise  out  of  this  bill,  he 
woidd  be  led  by  the  acuteness  of  his  judgment  to  a  con* 
^ctioB  that  Acre  was  a  vast  balance  in  favor  of  the 
fenaer,  and  be  satisfied  with  the  beneficence  of  its  gene> 
lal  opffiatioiu.  Mr.  J.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that,  as 
his  friends  were  still  desirioos  of  putting  off  the  conside- 
ntiou  of  the  subject  he  would  alter  his  motion,  and 
BOK  that  it  be  ma^  die  order  of  tihe  day  for  Friday 
s^OBigfat^  when  he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  be  pre- 
pared to  come  openly  to  the  discusnon,  and  finally  reject 
or  adopt  the  biU. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  he  bad,  on  several 
finttr  occasions,  slated  his  Impressions  firmly  and 
ttongly  upon  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill.  His 
•pinions  were  now  the  same— he  had  sefen  no  reason  to 
<itn  them.  He  bad,  in  what  he  had  said  a  short  time 
Mice,  aiKEested  to  the  advocates  of  the  bill  the  objec- 
tions thatind  occurred  to  him,  in  order  that  they  might 
put  their  object  on  itsnmper  footing.  Do  they  wish  to 
abolish  imptiaonmentraraebt.  So  they  say.  But  they 
have  pitched  upon  the  process  of  capiat  lai  gatuftuuen- 
dum,  and  think  to  attain  their  object  by  removing  it. 
But  the^  are  in  error.  By  this  method  they  destroy  their 
own  object.  If  they  are  derirous  to  pernst  in  the  path 
they  hare  marked  out,  they  may.  But  were  I  a  friend  of 
the  bil^  which  assuredly  I  am  nt^— even  were  I  as  strong 
in  its  &Tor  as  my  firiend  from  Geoigia,  I  should  be  averse 
to  its  present  form.  I,  being  opposed  to  it,  shall  offer  no 
ameiKunenl;  for  I  have  been  too  long  familiar  with  legisla- 
tion not  to  have  learned  that  amendments  offered  by  an  op- 
ponent,  are  little  heeded,  and  are  generally  louked  upon 
w  a  hostile  light.  They  ^y  that  they  do  not  intend  to  de- 
stray  the  liabdity  of  real  estate,  but  to  abolish  imprison- 
mentferdtfbt.  And  although  they  are,  in  my  opinion, 
entirely  in  error,  in  endeavouring  to  reconcile  these  two 
portions,  yet  this  is  not  the  time  to  enter  irlto  the  broad 
discusHon  of  those  fallacies.  I  say  again,  that  the  object 
I  have  in  view,  in  the  remarks  I  have  made,  is  to  call  (he 
attention  of  the  defenders  of  the  bill,  to  those  means  by 
which  it  can  be  made  capabli^or  attaining'  the  end  they 
propose.  If  they  wish  to  goon,  as  it  is,  lean  only  say 
that  it  must  meet  with  my  opposition. 

Mr.  VAN  BURKN,  in  the  commencement  of  his  re 
marks,  spoke  in  so  lowatone  that  the  Reporter  couul  not 
distinctly  hear  him.  He  was  understood  to  say,  that,  if 
there  was  any  grouiMl  for  opposing  the  measure,  it  was 
that  it  might  interfere  with  the  laws  of  the  SUtes.  The 
bill  had  formerly  been  hribre  the  Comnutlee  on  the  Judi- 
Qtty,  of  which  ne  was  a  member,  an  ■  hid  beenfoiuidfiill 


of  difficulties.  Its  importance  dictated  that  it  riiould  be 
carefully  investigated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion,  that 
the  objection  started  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
founded  upon  an  imagpnary  difficulty.  He  recollected 
that  clause  to  which  he  took  exception  was  formerly  pro- 
posed by  a  member  from  Virginia.  It  went  to  provide, 
thtttfWhencTer  real  estate  was  removed  by  the  debtor  fivm 
Uahilttf  to  execution,  the  creditor  was  restored  to  his  ri^t 
of  issuing  a  eaptaa  ad  8atisfadendam%  and  the  debtor  was 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  act,  anii  the  liberties  of  the 
jtuf  were  taken  away  ;  so  that  the  creditor  in  Yirginia 
would  have  an  increased  security  over  the  debtor  by  this 
provluon.  Vx.  V.  B.  had  not  read  the  bill  this  year, 
but  believed  it  mainly  the  same.  He  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  difficulty  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
fpnia  would  be  experienced.  He  was  friendly  to  the  Irilt 
in  general,  and  thought  it  a  good  measure  { n(v  was  he  ap- 
prehenuve  of  any  evil  that  would  result  fhmi  it. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that,  as  he  «aa  friendly  to  the  measure, 
he  hoped  the  details  of  the  bill  would  b^  so  arranged  as 
full^  to  meet  the  objects  in  view.  The  gentleman  fivm  Vir< 
g^nia  had  stated  objections  whi<^  the  present  form  of  the 
bill  did  not  remove.  He  whdied  to  inewporate  into  the 
bill  a  provimon,  b  v  which  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  mignt  be  removed,  which  might,  he  thou^t, 
be  done  by  altering  the  phraseology  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  provide  that  the  debtor  shall  not  be  imprisoned  unless 
he  refuses  to  give  up  his  proper1j^,^or  be  guilty  of  a  fiaud. 

Mr.  HAYNE,  after  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  observ- 
ed, that  he  thought  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from'Ulinoiswoulanotaltogethermeet  the  objections.  He 
would  suggest  that  a  better  method  would  be  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  6th  section  of  the  bill.  By  striking  out  all 
but  tins  section,  it  would  be  allowed  to  exteiidtoMl  cases, 
in  courts  in  which  the  debtor  was  liable  to  jHOcess ;  who, 
by  filing  a  list  of  his  property,  and  surrendering  it  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  would  be  released  from  all  uability  of 
process  thereafter,  lliis  would  meet  the  object  of*^ the 
provuo  as  to  fraud,  and  cover  the  whole  ground.  He 
thought,  if  the  bill  was  in  this  manner  amended,  the  most 
impwtaat  objectimw  would  be  removed.  There  was  ano- 
ther new  he  nsd  taken  of  it,  which  he  would  now  submit. 
Ue  thought  the  benefits  of  the  bill  would  he  much  increas- 
ed, if  a  provision  were  made  for  a  unitbnnity  of  process  in 
all  the  States — that  is,  an  uniformity  in  each  State  with  the 
process  of  tile  Courtsof  the  State.  The  process,  for  in- 
stance, in  Kentucky,  was  regulated  by  one  rule,  tliat  in 
South  Carolina  by  another,  and  so  on,  through  the  various 
States.  His  proporition  would  be,  to  make  the  process 
of  the  United  States'  Courts  conform  to  that  of  the  Courts 
of  the  State  in  which'  they  were  located.  He  did  not  rise 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  i  but  as  its  detaib  were 
now  under  conrideration,  he  threw  out  these  suggestions, 
MS  tending,  in  his  opinion,  to  increase  its  value. 

Mr.  MACON  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  genderoan  from  Soutli  Carolina.  But  tlie  question 
was,  whether  tlie  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  was  the  beat. 
Perfection,  he  knew,  was  nut  to  be  expected  from  human 
nature.  All  the  States  bad  made  alterations  in  their  lawi 
after  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  evils  which 
often  existed  in  their  laws  were  not  discovered  until  cus- 
tom had  made  men  familiar  to  them.  But  erils  could  not 
be  remedied  at  once,  for  it  wanted  time  to  discover  them. 
As  we  go  on  we  see  our  errors  and  faults  ;  and  he  hoped 
his  friend  from  Kentucky  would  not  again,  with  bis  usual 
complacency,  postpone  the  bill  until  it  is  lut  in  a  press 
of  other  business,  as  has  been  tlie  case  on  former  occa- 
rions.  Ur.  M.  thou^t  he  had  better  bring  it  up  now, 
than  put  it  off,  and  put  it  oflT,  until  the  business  became 
more  urgent  There  was  at  present  but  little  to  do,  and 
the  opportunity  was  a  good  one  to  push  this  measure  to  an 
issue. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  himself  hi|^- 
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ly  pleaied  »t  b  prospect  that  the  bill  vm  »bout  to  be  fwr- 
ly  difcassed.  He  hailed  the  proiMwition  of  the  jfentleman 
fVom  South  Carohnri,  as  the  dawning  of  a  diapoation  to  re- 
Btore  to  Kentucky  the  riehti  of  which  she  had  so  long 
been  deprived.  He  hoped  that  unfortunate  and  patriotic 
State  was  about  to  be  reinstated  in  the  immunities  of  which 
the  had  been  shorn,  refused  the  ri|^t  of  inaldn|f  her  own 
laws,  and  restricted  by  legal  constnictions,  wiOi  a  Solon  to 
lenahte  for  the  People,  in  the  character  of  a  Circuit  and 
Dtetrict  Judge.  Mr.  J.  h«e  alludedto  the  difficulties 
under  which  Kentucky  had  Itfng  suffered,  and  the  evils, 
political  and  domestic,  to  which  she  had  been  subjected. 
He  then  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Friday 
next,  then  to  be'iMe  the  order  of  the  day  t  which  was  a< 
greed  to. 

MoaitAT,  Dkcimbxr  24,  liST. 
'  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  BENTON  having  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Fubhe  Lands, 
pieroced  it  with  the  following  remarks  ; 

I  rise  Mr.  Pirfsident,  for'  the  purpose  of  making  the 
motion  for  which  I  gave  notice  on  Thursday  last— a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  graduate  the  twice  of 
the  piiblic  Unds.  In  asking  this  leave,  for  the  fiflOi  time. 
Sir.  I  do  not  deem  it  necetMry  to  go  into  any  general 
cxporition  of  the  nierita  of  my  bill  i  that  waa  done  very 
ftilhp  about  two  years  ago  j  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
repeat  now,  any  thing  which  I  then  said.  But  there  is 
one  point  of  view  in  which  the  character  of  the  bill  has 
been  misunderrtBod,  and  for  the  belter  understanding  of 
which,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  indulged  in  saying  a  few 
words.  It  has  been  though^  by  some,  that  this  bill  waa 
of  a  sectional  or  local  character,  calculated  for  the  pecu- 
liar benefit  of  the  new  States  in  ttie  West,  and  not  intend- 
ed to  do  any  good  to  the  older  States  in  the  East,  and  the 
Uiuon  at  hree.  If  such  was  the  fact,  Mr.  Prendent,  I  be- 
Keve  I  should  have  no  necessity,  certainly  no  inclinatiou, 
to  conceal  or  deny  it  :  for  1  have  had  too  many  proofs  of 
the  paternal  kindness  of  the  Senate  towards  these  young 
States,  to  fear  that  any  measure  favorable  to  them,  would 
be  the  less  favored  in  this  Chamber  on  that  account. 
But  such  is  not  the  flict.  Sir.  My  bill  is  not  of  a  sec- 
tional or  local  character.  It  is  not  intended  for  the  ei- 
elunve  or  peculiar  benefit  of  the  new  States  in  the  West, 
but  comprehends  within  its  liberal  scope,  the  essential 
interest  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  Every  State,  Mr. 
President,  is  essentially  interested  in  having  the  pubbc 
debt  paid  off,  and  its  citizens  relieved  from  tlie  load  of 
taxes  which  they  now  bear  on  account  of  it  My  bill  is, 
Sir,  intended  to  facdiutethe  accomplishment  ot  these  ob- 
jecta  i  and  any  bill  which  shall  have  that  effect,  will  be 
tlmitted,  I  appreliend.  to  be  a  very  different  thing 
from  a  piece  of  sectional  or  local  legislation. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that,  by  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  hi  conjunction  with  other  measures  now  in  force,  the 
pubhc  debt  may  be  paid  off  in  five  yeara,  and  tiie  people 
relieved  from^he  annual  levy  of  twelve  or  fifteen  millions 
oftaxea.  Isay  five  years;  aiid  paradoxical  as  such  a  declar- 
ation may  teem,  I  believe  it  is  not  only  true,  hot  that  the 
pluneat  statement  of  my  propoution  will  amount  to  a  de- 
monstration of  its  truth.  For  example  :  We  owe  a  debt 
of  MXty-seven  miUions,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  rail- 
Uons,  and  we  have  a  government  to  support  wliich  costa 
us  ten  miHiona.  To  meet  these  demands,  we  have  a  re- 
venue of  a  million  and  a  half,  derived  from  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  and  twenty-three  millions  more,  taking  an  aver 
»ge  of  three  years,  derived  from  duties  on  imports,  bi.nk 
dividend^  and  a  few  other  sources.  Now,  it  is  clear  that 
the  revenue  derived  from  duties  and  other  sources,  ex- 
clusive of  the  lands,  would  be  suffiuent  of  itself  to  defray 
the  cuirent  expenies  of  the  Government,  and  lo  extin- 


gtitsh  the  debt  in  five  years,  provided  its  whole  amount 
could  be  applied  to  these  two  objects  t  and  that  it  might 
be  so  appUed  is  equally  clear,  provided  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  fn*  that  penod,  could  be  raised  from  the  lands. 
I'his,  then,  is  my  object  t  and  in  proposing  to  accomplish 
it  by  means  of  the  but  which  I  am  asking  leave  to  intro> 
duce,  I  do  not  confer  myaclf  as  attemptii^  any  new 
thing,  or  proponng  any  innovation  upon  the  ancient  pot* 
ioy  of  this  government,  but  only  as  endeavoring  to  use 
these  lands  for  the  precise  purpose  for  which  they  were 
ceded  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  above  forty 
years  ago.  It  is  well  known,  Mr.  President,  that  these 
lands,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  were,  long  since,  ced- 
ed to  the  General  Government,  fav  different  States,  to  be 
"  ditpoied  of*'  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  and  it 
is  equally  well  known,  that,  instead  of  being  so  '^ditpoted 
of, "  they  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  so  reserved  from 
sale,  and  kept  out  market ;  so  hugged  up  in  the  arms, 
and  treasured  awav  in  the  bosom  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  upwards  of  nine-tenths  of  them  remain  to  this 
day  unsold!  and  that  enough  has  not  been  received  from 
their  sales  to  reimburse  the  federal  treasuiy  for  its  expen- 
ses in  the  acquisition  and  management  «  them!  So  for 
fimn  paj^ng  the  public  debt,  they  have  not  yielded  the 
one-flnh  put  of  the  intereit  whidi  has  acenied  upon  it ; 
and  the  States  which  made  ao  m^;nifieent  a  proviAon  fbr 
the  discharge  of  that  revdutionary  legacy,  after  payinr 
about  one  liondred  and  fifty  milUons  in  interest,  with 
money  derived  from  other  sourees,  have  the  mortification, 
at  the  end  of  nearly  half  a  century,  to  see  the  debt  about 
as  lai^  as  it  was,  and  themselves  still  recurred  to  to  f\ir- 
nish  ten  or  twelve  millions  more,  from  other  sources,  to 
meet  its  annual  interest,  and  a  fraction  of  the  capital! 
Such  a  result,  Mr.  President,  announces  a  great  fauh  iq 
the  administration  of  this  fhnd,  so  patriotically  given  fbr 
a  purpose  to  which  it  has  not  been  applied  ;  and  I  hare 
no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that  this  fault  lies  in  the  policy 
of  holding  up  these  lands  for  a  future  rise  and  a  higher 
price,  instead  of  selling  (hem  off  promptly  for  their  actual 
value,  as  recommended  by  President  Washington  and  Se- 
cretary Hamilton,  in  the  year  '91.  These  great  men,  when 
they  were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  twice  recommended  to 
Congress  to  **  dt'ipoae"  of  these  lands  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  their  real  worth ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  cents  per  acre 
was  fixed  by  General  Hamilton  as  their  average  value.  1 
mention  this  sum  particularly,  Mr.  President,  and  with 
emphaMs,  that  gentlemen  who  have  been  astonished  that 
my  scale  of  prices  should  descend  as  low  as  to  a  minimum. 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  may  henceforth  dedicate  n 
part  of  their  amazement  to  the  plan  of  General  Hamilton, 
which  rose  no  higher  than  to  an  average  of  twenty !  His 
report  to  this,  effect,  and  the  two  messages  of  Prendent 
Washington  recommending  it,  with  the  manner  in  which 
his  plan  was  defeated,  and  the  consequent  injury  to  the 
country,  were  fully  innsted  upon  by  me  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, and  will  not  be  further  advened  to  now. 

But  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  of  tlie  great 
names  of  Washington  and  Hamilton,  in  this  my  adventur 
ous  attempt  to  revive  their  policy,  and  to  acltteve  a  victoi^ 
where  they  had  sustained  a  defeat.  I  -wish  to  have  it 
known  that  mjrbill  is  bottomed  on  a  principle  which  has 
received  the  higli  sanction  of  their  approbation,  and  which 
the  experience  of  six  and  thirty  yeans  has  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wish  to  have  it  soen  that,  like  tliem,  I  am  ir 
favor  of  sinking  our  price  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  tii' 
stead  of  waiting,  indefinitely,  fur  its  qwUUy  to  rise  to  out 
price.  To  do  this,  my  bill  proposes,  after  tbe  pubfic  saltr: 
arc  over,  and  all  the  choice  lands  are  sold,  which  corn 
mand  more  tiian  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  cents  per  acr<^ 
to  offer  the  remainder,  for  five  consecutive  years,  at  ai 
annual  periodical  rediiciioii  of  price,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
five  cenU  per  acre  prr  annum,  until  every  tract  shall  fine 
a  puachaser,  or  fid)  into  the  chiss  of  refuse  lands.  In  tfai: 
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wmjr  every  tnet  would  gisdttate  ittelf,  uaA  find  a  purcha- 
aer  wben  it  fell  to  its  vahie.  In  five  years  every  <Ustnct 
wovld  be  picked  five  timea  over  t  et-ery  saleable  part 
WDoid  be  called  oat  and  taken  op;  andthereAiae,  wbitdi 
would  aot  sen  far  tweii^<five  cents  per  acrc^  «Dd  vhieb 
woold  flthenriae  lie  idle  for  centuries  m  -the  htfe4»  of  the 
FedenI  Govemment,  woaM  be  (fisposad  of  in  Vonationa 
tn  the  poor,  whI  in  cessions  to  the  Ststev  In  which  they  lie 
far  proDMKhtf  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  eotintry.— Such,  Mf.  President,  is  the 
plaa  of  my  bin ;  and,  in  ptoponnff  it  to  the  Senate,  I  hare 
tbe  aattiafactiou  to  be  able  to  say  tbat  it  is  not  an  untried 
cxperunent,  now  to  be  ventured  upon  for  the  first  time, 
iMt  tiMt  it  IMS  been  tried  in  one  of  the  States— the  State  of 
Tennesee— «^  tiie  moat  complete  and  gratifyin^^  sae- 
•M^  dmpomg  of  all  her  arable  land  in  a  few  years,  and 
btingiif  aore  mon^  into  the  Treasury  than  it  had  re- 
ceived ■  the  half  century  preceding;.  Doubtless  the'same 
•ystem  will  operate  equal ly  well  on  fWer»l  lands ;  at  lesSt 
Uiat  it  will  nuike  our  tw;o  hundred  and  «zty  millions  of 
acres  produce  aa  mucH  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the 
pubie  debt  for  five  years,  which,  on  the  bam  of  an  annual 
rcdudioii  of  tiurteen  milGons  of  the  ciqntal»  will  not  ez< 
eeed  ttic  vra  totd  of  tune  or  ten  millions. 

ThoB,  Mr.  President,  in  the  brief  >pfcce  of  five  ^ears, 
the  whole  pobfie  debt  may  be  paid  off,  (fbr  what  is  not 
re<leeauble,  a  purdiasable  in  market,)  and  the  United 
States  present  the  imposing  spectacle  of  a  great  nation 
wittmit  a  national  debt.'  Such  a  spectacle  would  com- 
mand the  admiratim  of  the  civilized  world,  and  would 
inpsit  a  mural  power  to  tbn  Republic,  greater  than  the 
paaseasionof  fleets  and  am^es  could  ever  give  her.  But 
the  advantages-  of  such  a  position  would  not  be  limited  to 
Ae  acqoiattion  of  moral  power,  and  to  the  enjoyment 
af  foreign  admiration.  Other  benefits,  of  a  more  ^rect 
sad  sensible  kind,  would  immediately  result,  and  difftise 
dieBMelves  among  the  people.  The  extinction  of  the 
debt  would  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  dispense 
with  more  than  half  of  its  present  revenue,  and,  of  course, 
to  abolish  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  duties  upon  comfmit  and 
(Wsessnies,  to  tbat  amount.  The  blessings  of  such  a  dis- 
pentation  woold  need  no  recommendation  from  arts 
speech,  to  render  them  acceptable  to  the  people,— at  least 
to  the  peopte  of  the  grain-growing  and  planting  States  of 
this  Union,  with  vboee  condition  1  am  best  acquainted. 
Unhappily,  /Aey  have  at  iiome,  in  the  decH^ing  condition 
of  too  many  of  their  towns  and  villages — in  the  melan- 
<Aoly  tispert  of  too  many  of  their  farms  and  country 
bouse* — a  suflident  commentator  upon  the  amount  of 
their  taxe^  and  the  necesuty  reUef.  But,  to  gentle- 
men who  dwell  in  more  favored  parts— to  Senators  who 
come  from  the  sea-board  of  the  East,  where  commerce 
collects  her  accumulated  treasures,  where  multiplied 
banks  diifiise  an  abundant  paper  currency,  and  where  the 
policy  of  the  Federal  Government  causes  to  be  expended 
the  chief  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  elsewhere  col- 
lected — to  such  gentlemen  it  may  not  be  an  act  of  supere- 
i^ation  to  intimate,  tliat  the  North  American  of  the  Unit- 
ra  States  is  amang  the  most  heavily  taxed  animals  of  his 
■peciesi  and  that  he  occupies,  in  this  respect,  a  middle 
poaition  between  the  Englishman,  who  is  taxed  to  the 
ultimate  point  of  human  endurance,  and  the  Frenchman, 
who  M  not  very  far  behind  him.  I  make  this  suggestion, 
Mr.  President,  upon  the  authority  of  one  uf  the  most  acute 
anJ  practised  statesmen  of  the  age — one  of  whom  we 
have  long  known,  and  under  various  titles^  but  best  and 
longest  under  his  oltl  Republican  and  Revolutionary  ap- 
pellattonof  Citizen  7fa/&gmmJ.— This  retenn  statesman, 
m  a  late  debate  in  tlie  nench  Chamber  of  Peers,  look 
occasion  to  class  the  burthens  of  the  English,  French,  and 
Americans,  in  the  onler  in  which  I  have  staled  them :  and, 
•trange  as  his  clasnficatinn  appeared  to  me  at  first,  I  must 
cncfcss  that  subsequent  reflection  and  observation,  much 


talking- with  the  people,  *nd  two  or  three  thousand  miles 
of  annual  travelling  through  ei^t  or  ten  different  States, 
baa  brought  me  to  acquiesce  in  its  laith— at  least  so  hr 
aa  the  af^«aud  North  American  of  the  grain-growing  and 
plairting  States  of  this  Union  n  concerned.  The  secret 
of  this  beavy  taxation,  Hr,  President,  hea  in  the  &ct,  that 
the  dtisens  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  be  taxed, 
at  the  same  moment,  by  two  separate  and  distinct  Oovera* 
menta,  without  having,  what  the  people  of  Ana  under 
the  like  circumstances  once  demanded  froai  Mark  An* 
thon^,  a  doid>le  set  of  seasons  and  of  crops  to  anawer  the 
duplicate  demand.  The^  u«  Uxed  by  ue  Federal  Go- 
vernment, in  duties  upon  imports,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
odd  millions,  wUdi  go  into  the  Treasury,  and  eight  or  ten 
mtlfions  more,  in  the  dupe  of  mercantile  profit,  upon  that 
sum,  which  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  retail  dealers.  By 
the  State  Governments  they  we  taxed,  u  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  about  twenty  millions  more,  in  all  the  de- 
ferent forms  of  State  taxes,  county  taxes,  dty  taxes,  cor- 
poratioo  taxes,  poor  taxes,  taxes  upon  licenses,  working 
upon  roads,  serving  on  juries,  supporting  churches  and 
charitable  institutions,  and  a  long  list  of  eaterat.  The 
iggt^te  of  the  whole  annual  tevy,  under  the  exactions 
M  the  duplicate  governments,  may  well  be,  as  supposed 
by  Citizm  TbUofrand,  ahaat  fi%  millions  of  doUan.  An 
enormous  sum,  Mr.  President,  nt  a  population  of  twelve 
millions  to  pay,  even  if  they  were  all  tax<paying  people, 
which  they  are  nott  for  some  are  paupers,  and  pay  no- 
thing; many  are  poor,  and  pay  but  little;  and  two  millions 
are  slaves,  and  are  paid  for  by  their  owners.  I  repeat,  Hr. 
Preaident,  that  fifty  millions  would  be  an  enormous  tax  for 
tins  populatim  to  piy,  even  if  the  burthen  of  it  was  equdly 
(fiffusra,  which  it  is  not :  fiir  it  is  incontestible  that  an  un- 
due proportion  of  it  is  levied  upon  that  quarter  of  the 
Union  whose  labor  contributes  most  to  the  support  of  this 
Government,  snd  whose  citizens  receive  least  from  it— 
that  quarter  which  is  drained  at  once  by  the  conjoint  ope- 
rations of  Federal  legislation,  and  the  course  of  trade  

that  quarter,  whose  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  constitut* 
ing  seven.eig4iths  of  the  agricultural,  and  three-fifths  of 
the  total  expwts  of  the  coimtiy,  gives  empk^ment  to 
numerous  ships  and  mariners  of  the  East,  enriches  many 
of  their  merchants,  knd  builds  up  their  cities,  and  brings 
back  the  chief  part  of  the  imports  which  pay  the  twenty 
odd  millions  of  revenue  into  the  Treasury,  which  are  ebe- 
wliere  expended.  Still  the  fifty  millions  are  paid,  and 
must  be  paid.  It  is  a  levy  which  no  force  can  resist,  no 
art  elude.  Tlie  Sieriff  is  collector  for  one  Government, 
and  neeasity  for  the  other ;  and  both  agenU  are  equally 
inexorable.  One  commits  Uie  bidy  to  nrison  fat  non-pay- 
ment, and  the  other  applies  to  it,  not  the  old  Roman  in- 
terdiction of  fire  and  water,  but  the  Federal  interdiction 
of  food  and  clothes.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  the  duties 
are  levied  upon  articles  of  consumption,  and  tbat  it  is  op- 
tional with  the  citizen  to  use  them  or  not.  It  is  mockery 
to  talk  in  that  way:  for  ihe  duties  of  which  I  speak,  are 
levied  upon  articles  of  prime  necessity,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, and  such  as  no  &milv  can  live  without— upon  sugar, 
teas,  and  coffee ;  upon  salt  and  spices  \  upon  blankets  and 
linens ;  upon  the  working  tools  of  the  well  roan,  and  the 
physic  of  the  sick  one.  It  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  more 
economy,  and  more  retrenchment.  These  negative  aids 
of  family  revenue  have  long  since  been  in  requisitimi. 
Every  family  that  lives  upon  its  own  meant,  has  Icng  since 
been  reduced  to  its  "peace  etUtblUhmmlf'—ta  its  mini- 
mum of  expenditure,  and  'Us' paaimum  of  enjoyment. 
Still,  every  one  has  to  yield  ita  proportion  of  thete  thirty 
odd  millions  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  20  odd  tn 
the  States.  For  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of  foreign 
goods  or  groceries  which  a  family  buys,  it  pays,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  article,  a  tax  of  thirty-five  or  forty 
delbrs  to  the  Federal  Government,  besides  another  little 
tax  uf  ten  or  twelve  dolUn  upon  tbat  sum,  in  thi  sliapc 
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of  mercantile  profit,  to  the  retail  dealer.  The  amount 
of  thii  superinciimbent(  supentnictivr,  and,  I  believe  I 
might  aay,  Bupercrescential  tax,  in  tbc  shape  of  mercan- 
tile profit  upon  taxes,  cannot  be  less  than  one-uiird  per 
centum,  or  eiffht  or  ten  millions  upon  our  present  Custom* 
house  revenue— a  sum  in  itself  four  times  as  great  as  that 
direct  tax  of  the  jrear  '98.  which  overturned  the  Pre^nt 
of  tbia  UnivHj  ruined  his  party,  and  laatfced  an  era  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  which  is  stiU  referred  to  aa  one  of 
oppresnon  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  of  suffering 
on  the  part  of  the  people. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  misunder^nd  me.  1  do  not 
draw  tfiis  picture  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dissatis&c- 
tion  with  our  present  rate  of  duties.  1  am  one  of  those 
who  contributed  to  establish  it,  and  am  willing  for  it  to 
retoun  unaltered  until  the  oceastons  wUeh  called  for  tt  are 
passed  away.  But  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled  that  thirty 
millions  upon  articles  of  consumption,  in  addition  to 
twenhr  millions  upon  property  in  possession,  is  an  enor- 
mous  toad  for  our  population  to  carry,  and  that  the  Congress 
which  shall  relieve  them  of  one  half  or  two-thirds  of  it, 
will  confer  a  national  benefaction,  which  will  entitle  it  to 
the  glorious  appellation  of  **ble88ed."  The  Congress  of 
1S3£3  ^r^"  enviable  body,provided  the  Con- 

gresa  of  1827.8  shall  make  itself  participator  in  its  glory 
by  laying  the  foundation  of  its  wwIe.  To  do  that  we  most 
go  to  work  at  once,  and  in  earnest,  upon  these  public  lands. 
We  must  rouse  them  from  their  dormant  state.  We  must 
infuse  new  life  and  animation  into  the  sales.  We  must 
give  them  ao  accelerated  movement  in  the  path  of  their 
original  destmation.  We  must  force  them  to  yield  at  least 
u  much  as  will  meet  the  interest  of  the  debt  for  five  years. 
In  a  word,  Mr.  Prendent,  this  Congress  must  pass  my  bill 
Then  may  we  hail  the  approach  of  tbrt  aus|Hcious  diy 
when  the  national  debt  uiall  cease  to  exist,  and  wh«i  the 
tariff  shall  be  taken  up.  not  to  alarm  and  distract  tlie 
country,  not  to  array  one  half  of  the  Union  a^nst  tiie 
other — but  to  reconcile  all  hearts,  to  excite  all  hopes,  and 
to  call  forth  universal  benedictions.  Then  shall  we  see 
the  day  when  this  subject,  so  pregrant  with  the  seeds  of 
bitter  contention,  shall  be  taken  up  with  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  for  the  joyful  purpose  of  expunnng  a  long 
list  of  articles  from  its  ample  catalogue.  What  these  ar- 
ticles shall  be,  is  not  for  us  to  say,  but  for  diat  most  happy 
Congress  which  shall  have  the  grateful  task  to  perform', 
and  which  shall  come  fresh  from  tlie  hotly  of  the  people, 
instructed  by  their  wishes,  and  amenable  to  their  will. 
But,  if  I  could  be  permitted  to  speculate  on  a  measure 
still  five  years  ahead,  and  to  indicate  a  few  of  the  articles 
which  might  be  struck  from  the  list,  I  would  put  into  the 
first  class  alt  the  articles  of  prime  necessiw,  or  ordinary 
comfort,  which  are  now  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
raising  revenue,  and  without  conipreliending  the  further 
object  of  encouraging  the  home  production  of  a  rival 
article.  This  class  would  compiehend  coffee,  which  pays 
H  duty  of  five  cents  a  pound,  and  costs  the  consumer  six 
or  seven  cents  more,  in  consequence  of  that  duty  :  teas, 
which  pay  duties  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  pound, 
and  coat  the  consumer  from  thirty  odd  to  seventy  odd 
cents  more :  spices^  which  pay  one  or  two  hundred  per 
cent,  and  coat  the  conmimer  double  t  and  linens,  which 
incur  an  advance  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  on  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  which  they  bring  to  the  Go- 
vernment. Tliese  articles  and  othera  of  the  same  class, 
whicli  are  taxed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
would  be  expunged  from  the  I  st  with  unanimous  consent, 
the  instant  the  Treasury  could  dispense  with  their  pro- 
ceeds. The  next  class  would  comprehend  the  catalogue 
of  neeeiaaries  partially  made  at  nome,  and  now  sub* 
jected  to  duty  for  the  double  purpose  of  raising  revenue 
and  cherishing  domestic  industry.  In  this  class  is  included 
salt,  the  duty  on  which  takes  tbirW  cents  a  bushel  out 
the  podcet  of  the  consiimer,  and  puts  twenty  into  the 


coffers  of  the  Goremment :  sugarSkVUcb  take  four,  five, 
and  nx  cents  a  pound  from  the  consumer,  and  give  three* 
four,  and  five  cents  to  the  Government  %  and  blankets, 
which  cost  us  forW  or  fifty  per  cent,  mor*,  for  tw«nty< 
five  per  cept  advalortm  which  they  put  into  the  Treasury. 
Upon  tlwtfiuestUm  of  abolishing  the  duties  upon  theao 
irtidea,  Vnd  othea  of  the  same  clai^  soose  divernty  of 
opinion  might  prwail ;  but  the  rule  which  should  govern 
in  ever^  case,  ii,  fo  my  mind  a  clear  one,  viz :  to  aboUah 
the  duties  upon  articles  of  prime  neoesnty  or  ordinary 
comfort,  which  are  not  made  at  home  at  all,  or  not  made 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit  rational  protection,  and  to 
leave  them  upon  articles  of  taste  and  luxury,  and  upon 
such  rival  production^of  fimign  countries,  as  our  secu> 
rity  in  time  of  war,  and  our  general  independence  as  a 
nation,,  require  to  bie  made  at  home.  An  abolition  of  one 
half  the  present  duties,  upon  these  princlplea,  wouid  not 
only  relieve  the  country  from  a  vast  burthen,  but  would 
have  the  happy  effect  or  reconciling  all  parts  the  Union 
to  the  continuance  of  the  tariff  for  the  combined  object 
of  supporting  the  Government  and  protecting  our  uieful 
manuuctories. 

These  few  remarks,  I  trust,  Mr.  Freudent,  will  be  suf. 
ficient  to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  the  bill  which  I  ask  leave 
to  introduce,  is  not  of  alocal  wtectioiialduiacter^ thft 
it  is  not  designed  for  the  exclusive  or  peculiar  benefit  of 
the  nev  States  in  the  West— but  tiuit,  howsoever  benefi* 
cial  its  enactment  may  prove  to  these  young  States,  in  ex- 
tricating  them  from  the  condition  of  tenants  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government — giving  them  the  use  of  all  the  soil  widiin 
their  limits,  for  settlement  and  taxation — multiplying  the 
number  of  their  freeholders — runng  many  indigent  fimii- 
lies  from  poverty  and  wretchedneis  to  comfort  and  inde- 
pradence-— and  converting  some  millions  of  acres  of  reftiae 
-and  idle  land  into  an  active  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  cause  of  education  and  internal  improvement — it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  be  eminenUy  advantageoui  to 
the  old  States,  and  to  the  whole  Union,  by  hastening  the 
extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  consequent  release 
of  the  people  from  twelve  or  fifteen  miUtona  of  taxes. 

Hr.  BARTON  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  grant- 
ing leave  for  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  but  to  make 
some  explanation  in  relation  to  it.  It  was  not  needful 
to  tell  the  Seiute  that  the  proportions  alluded  to,  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton,  were  made  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  was  in  g^at  want  of  funds,  when  they 
were  lodking  about  for  means  to  supply  immediate  neccs* 
sitiea,  and  seizin;  upon  every  thing  that  promised  toyield 
them.  That  other  means  were  found,  was  well  kuown, 
and  that  the  practicabiUty  of  the  plan  was  never  teated. 
He  believed  tlie  Government  would  reap  no  benefit  from 
it,  however  it  might  be  beneficial  to  mdividuals. 
deed,  there  had  been  some  practical  experience  of  the 
effect  of  siicli  H.  plaii,  as  one  of  a  ^milar  nature  hod  been 
adopted  in  tlie  State  of  Alabama,  where  companies  of 
persons  had  been  banded  together  to  purchase  the 
lands  i  and  the  effect  bad  been  that  the  cultivator  of 
the  soil  had  pud  much  more  than  the  speculators.  Al- 
though no  one  could  hold  the  character  and  opinioiis  of 
Genenil  Hamilton  in  higher  respect  than  he  did  j  still, 
he  believed  that  the  proposition  which  his  colleague 
had  alluded  to,  was  a  mere  temporary  plan,  hit  upon  at 
a  season  when  the  country  wan  struggling  for  exist- 
ence. As  to  any  effect  that  the  plan  might  have  on  the 
increase  of  settlements,  he  did  not  think  any  such  result 
would  arise  from  it.  He  believed,  aa  soon  as  necessity 
required,  the  land  would  be  setUed  and  filled  up  ;  and 
he  did  not  wish  that  any  ne^ect  should  cause  'hem  to 
rise  to  an  exorbitant  price,  of  which  he  thought  there 
was  no  fear,  under  ine  present  arrangemcnL  But  he 
felt  confident  that  the  graduation  of  the  prices  was  im- 
practicable. It  wa^  he  knew,  but  just,  Oiat  a  gruluation 
should  take  pbtee.  so  that  the  price  of  the  lands  ^ould 
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he  ipportioned  to  their  quklity ;  but  this  ms  now  im- 
paMble,  nnce  tt  wts  not  adopted  at  the  coniinenceinent 
It  osgbt  to  lave  been  indued  into  the  system  at  the  be 
pu^i^:  the  idea  of  gnduatingthe  price  of  lands  was 
a  picaang  and  specious  one.  It  was  not  the  project  it> 
adf  tliat  be  opposed ;  it  was  the  inevitable  effect  which 
be  looked  to.  The  operation  of  the  measure,  which 
cndd  oaty  be  loolced  upon  as  a  scale  of  de|ireciatioa, 
vnoli  be  to  delay  all  aalet  until  the  expiration  of  the 
five  years  derig^nated  in  Ihe  bill ;  «nd  tben  the  same 
specwsdoot  would  occur  as  had  taken  pUce  in  Alaba- 
na.  The  surras  that  had  as  yet  been  nnde  were  mere- 
ly sHpeificial,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
tbe  qn^E^  of  tiie  interitv  lota.  Great  misrepresenUtions 
bxve  been  made  to  the  Western  people,  in  newspapen 
and  pampfaletih  assertiofr  that  our  land  system  "  cost  the 
CiovcniiiieDt  upwards  <rf 33  1-3  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
ceOected."  The  offidal  reports  from  the  Treasury,  show 
tta  the  mhiAt  expense  of  selliDg  the  nineteen  millions 
and  Bpwards  af  lands,  heretofore  sold,  indudii^  the  ex- 
pense of  ■urveyii^,  was  oi^y  3  and  6-lOtlM  per  cent,  on 
the  aaount^or  tbe  sales:  and  this  was  cbei^ertban  our 
revmoe  from  comnierce,  which  had  been  estimated  at 
about  5  per  cent. 

One  word  more  and  he  should  close  the  few  remarks 
wUdi  he  designed  now  to  offer.  His  cdleague  had 
notieed  the  Ism  ayitem  in  Tenoeaae.  Tliere  was  for- 
tauAf  u  amDgvment  betmen  the  United  States  an  I 
Tennewee,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Tennessee, 
dkoitld  not  nnderaell  tbe  General  Oovemment.  This 
snaogement  went  on  for  several  years,  until  the  best 
buds  in  that  State  were  disposed  of,  as  it  was  more 
popolous  than  most  uf  the  other  new  States.  All  the 
Slates'  laads  beings  sold  but  the  cove*  in  tbe  mountains, 
and  otiier  waste  strips,  the  restriction  was  removed.  He 
was  not  lonff  rince  in  Tennessee,  and  knew  that  per- 
nas  wete  entering  sadi  pieces  of  lands  at  one  cent  per 
sere,  wlueh  the  State  was  willing  to  ^pose  o^  because 
they  became,  after  sale,  taxable,  li^  other  lands.  Tbe 
pbn  only  operated  after  the  other  lands  were  sold  out  t 
and  there  was  nothing  pbuner,  than  that,  if  Tennessee 
coold  sell  ber  lands  at  twenty-five  cents,  it  wonid  ope- 
rate to  increase  her  population.  Ha  should  not  oppose 
the  intiodnctiOD  of  ue  bill,  because  it  wu  not  eustom- 
ary ;  but  he  diould,  at  a  proper  time,  express  himself 
BWfe  fuUy  on  its  merits. 
Tbe  btU  was  tben  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  NOBLE  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land Road  ;  which  be  preftced  by  remarking,  that,  un- 
derthe  administr^on  of  Vis.  JeRerson,  the  first  biU  for 
the  construction  of  the  Cumberiand  Road  waa  passed, 
when  Coof^ress  clearly  held  oat  to  the  pe«ole  of  the 
west  that  it  should  be  continued^  Tbe  bill  which  he 
now  offered  called  on  Congress  to  redeem  the  pledge 
tben  made,  and  take  the  prclimuiary  steps  towards  a 
oootinuatioo  uf  this  great  public  work .  ^ 
The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Tbe  resolution  submitted  on  Friday,  by  Mr.  HEN- 
IHUCKS,  in  relation  to  a  cession  of  the  Public  Lands  to 
the  States  in  which  they  lie,  was  then  considered. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiylvid,  said  that,  as  the  Senate  wu 
very  thin,  and  as  this  was  an  important  proportion,  be 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  tbe  holidays. 

Ml.  HENDRICKS  observed  tiiat,  he  saw  no  cause  for 
tbe  deby,  as  no  prindple  was  to  be  settled  by  this  reso 
bition.  It  was  riroply  a  motion  fbr  an  Itiqi^',  by  the 
Conmittee  cX  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  llaiykod,  said  Uiat  it  would  be  in}u- 
tiODS  to  hare  an  idea  get  abioBd  that  the  lands  were  to 
b«  given  away.   He  tnerefbre  oiged  bts  motion. 
Mr.  Sum's  motion  waa  carrieo,  19  to  13. 


Tbe  bill  to  authcnise  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  Salt  Springs,  in  tbe  State  of 
Missouri,  to  be  exposed  to  sale,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BARTON,  in  reference  to  this  bill,  remarked, 
that  so  much  had  formerly  been  said  on  this  subject, 
that  much  explanation  was  not  necessary.  The  whole 
number  of  Springs  reserved  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
were  34.  Of  these,  12  had  been  taken  by  the  State, 
and  were  in  operation.  The  remaipder  wete  consider* 
edof  80  small  vdue,  as  to  render  it  unnecestaiyto  make 
any  ^inetion  between  them  and  other  territory.  There 
was  reserved  around  each  of  these  Springs,  however 
weak,  a  section  of  land,  whicji  was  now  Tying  waste. 
The  neighboring  inhabitants  plundered  tbi^  sections 
of  their  timber  t  and,  if  they  were  not  shortly  disposed 
of,  their  value  would  be  much  injured.  It  was  a  fiict 
that  ft  sufficient  nombei;  oS  Springs  had  been  reserved 
by  the  State  to  prevent  a  monopirff  of  tfae  manufacture  { 
and  there  was,  therefbre,  no  (Ejection  to  ditporing  of 
these  inferior  Springs. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

TauBtiDAr,  DiGuna  37,  1837. 
There  was  no  business  transacted  this  day  to  give  rise 
to  debate.    The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MomAT,  DiCBKBiK  31, 1837. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time. 
Mr.  KING  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  bill 
Mr.  VAN  BUREN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  he  said  would  fiilly  explain  tbe  object  of  the 
bill.   The  petition  having  been  read,  Mr.  T.  B.'  nude  a 
few  explanatixy  remarks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  proposed  some  questions  in  relation 
to  tbe  bill :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  additional  explanations^ 
from  which  it  aopeared  that  the  negroes  (39  in  number) 
referred  to  in  tne  bill,  were  part  of  a  cargo  of  negroes 
found  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel  which  was  captured  by  a 
revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  Hent  into  Savannah 
and  libelled  for  an  alleged  riolation  of  the  slave  acts  of 
the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Consul  set  up  a  claim 
to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of  Spanish  sub* 
jecU.  The  Portuguese  Consul  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf 
of  certain  subjects  of  Portugal ;  and  tbe  Captain  of  a  pri< 
vateer,  sailing  under  a  South  American  flag^  advanced 
another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it  was  found  tlut  the 
negroes  had  been  plundered  from  several  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  ^tips,  by  a  South  American  privateer.  The 
suits  growmg  out  of  these  cUims  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  after  the  lapse 
of  eight  years,  were  finally  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  the  last  term.  The  Ptvtuguese  claim  was  re- 
jected because  no  owners  appeared  ;  and  tlie  Spanish 
claim  waa  reduced  in  amount  to  thirty  nin"  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  give  bond,  with  secdrity, 
for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from  the  United  States. 
The  other  portion  of  the  negroes  was  sent  to  Liberia  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  Meanwhile,  the  negroes 
adjudicated  to  the  Spanish  claimants  had  formed  ties  in 
this  country,  and  were  unwilling  to  be  carried  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  petitioner,  from  motives  of  humanity 
alone,  purchased  them  from  the  Spanish  owners,  fbr  the 
sum  of  >  1,500.  He  had  also  paid  for  salvage  *4,500,  to 
Marsltals  6000,  and  to  the  Proctors  in  the  difierpnt 
CoiirU  between  2  and  #3,000  ;  the  aggregate  amount 
being  greater  than  the  value  irf"  the  slaves.  The  petition- 
er had  also  offered  the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, for  transportation  to  Liberia,  but  the  ftmds  of  the 
Sooety  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  tbe  offer.  The. 
petitioner,  now,  therefiire,  prayed  that  the  bond  given 
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for  the  remonl  of  the  daTes  from  the  United  States  may 
be  cancelled,  in  order  that  they  may  remain  in  a  itate  of 
mitigated  sUrery  in  Georgia,  where  they  are  well  treated 
and  content 

The  bill  waa  dien  ordeied  to  be  engioaied  fiw  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Thundif . 

TstrBSOAT.  Jasuaht  3, 132& 
MILITARY  ROAD  IN  MAINE- 

The  following^  resolution,  offered  on  Monday  by  Mr. 
CHANDLER,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

**  Baohed,  That  the  gommittee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  enediency  (n  maUi^  a 
Itilitary  Road  frftK  the  month  of  the  Mattawomkiag, 
where  it  emptiea  into  the  Penobscot  rirer,  to  Mara*  Bill, 
in  the  State  of  Maine." 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  a  nuliUf)-  post  must  even- 
tually be  established  at  or  near  tlie  termination  of  the 
road  contemplated  in  the  resolution.  All  he  asked  waa^ 
tfaat  the  expediency  of  constracting*  the  road  ahould  be 
inquired  into  by  the  committee. 

After  aome  remarks  on  the  resolution,  from  Messrs. 
SANFORD,  NOBLB.  and  PARRIS.  Mr.  ROWAN,  who 
objected  to  the  resolution  on  the  ground  that  the  con- 
struction a  mSitaty  road,  as  such,  would  excite  the 
jealou^  of  our  British  Cansdian  neighbora,  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  he  could  not  acquiesce  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
designation  of  the  proposed  road,  as  a  militaiy  road, 
votud  give  offenee  to  the  British  Canadian  Goremment. 
They  could  not  take  umbrage  at  the  construction  of  a  mi- 
litaiy  road  more  than  at  the  establishment  of  a  fort  or  an 
arsenid.  Both  Ihe  British  and  the  American  Governments 
l^ave  made  warlike  preparations  on  tiie  frontier.  Ships 
have  been  built  since  the  late  war  on  the  lakes,  and  mili- 
tary posts  established.  He  waa  not  sufficiently  well  ac- 
quMnted  with  the  localities  of  the  country,  to  say  whether 
the  military  road  contemplated  in  the  resolution  waa.ne- 
cesaaiy.  But  he  waa  well  aware  that  tiie  Senatw  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Cbardlxi]  was  acquainted  with  those  locali- 
ties, and  be  was  disposed  to  conlide  in  hta  opinion,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  the  road,  at  least  so  fiu  as  to  authorize 
an  inquiry  on  the  subject  by  the  Committee  on  MiUtary 
Affiiira. 

I'he  resolution  was.then  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  for- 
merly amended,  came  up  as  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  M'KINLEV  was,  he  said,  favorable  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  but  submitted  to  the  Senate,  whether  the 
5th  aection  was  not  at  war  with  the  prindple  of  the  bill. 
He,  himself,  could  see  no  reason  why  a  preference  diould 
be  given  to  judgments  recovered  in  another  State  ;  and 
he  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  following  section, 
to  wit : 

"  Sec  5.  Airf  be  it  further  maded.  That,  in  all  actions 
br(iiif,^lit  iipnu  -A  jiul^ment  recovered  in  another  State,  it 
shall  be  kvvful  ti>  require  bail  on  mesne  process,  and  the 

Slaintjff  may  have  his  execution  agwiut  the  body  of  the 
efendant  or  defendants,  as  if  this  act  had  not  paued." 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  would  not  oppose  the 
motion  for  striking  out  this  section.   He  was  never  psr- 
tl:i)  U)  ii,  niid  he  bad  assented  to  ita  adoption  only  in  com- 
pliance v.itii  the  expressed  wishes  of  some  members  of 
the  Senate. 
The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  several  verbal  amend- 
ments were  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  sud,  that  an 
opportunity  was  now  offered  to  those  opposed  to  tlie  bid 
to  present  their  riewA ;  and  he  vrauld  be  gratified  if  hia 


respected  ftiend,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  would 
now  give  bis  reasons  against  the  passage  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  obsefved  tha^  hower- 
ermuch  he  might  be  disposed,  on  other  occasions,  to  gra- 
tify his  honorable  friend,  the  Senator  from  Kentucl^,  he 
was  not  now  willing  to  go  into  the  discussion  (MF  the  ques- 
tion. Ten  yean  9igo,  when  this  subject  waa  befttfe  the 
Senate,  he  had  joined  in  ita  diacuasiun  i  and  he  waa  will- 
ing again  to  give  it  an  ezanunation,  but  waa  sony  he 
could  not  this  day  have  the  pleasure  of  gratifying  his 
friend  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill  would 
now  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  that  Monday 
might  be  assigned  for  its  discussion  and  decirion. 

Mr.  SMITH  aud,  that  the  Senate  was  now  very  thin, 
and  thought  it  proper  Uiat  a  certain  day  abould  be  as- 
signed for  die  discuanon  :  he  should  then  take  oceapon 
to  express  his  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROWAN  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  atrikinf 
out  that  portion  of  the  6rst  section  which  makes  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  entirely  prospective.  The  bill,  he  sud, 
in  its  original  shape,  embraced  all  cases  of  imprisonment 
for  debt.  It  provided  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment 
in  all  cases,  without  reference  to  the  date  of  the  conttnot 
upon  whidi  suit  bad  been  instituted,  or  to  the  period 
when  the  judgment  was  obtained.  The  Judioaf  Com- 
mittee had  so  amended  it,  as  to  confine  its  operation  to 
suits  instituted,  and  judgments  obtained,  upon  contracts 
entered  into  after  the  4th  day  of  July  next.  He  feared, 
be  said,  that  the  restriction  of  the  operation  of  the  bill  to 
folure  contracts,  would  inflict  a  greater  evil  than  the  one 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  remedy.  The  restriction 
having  been  made  b^  the  Judicial  Cummittef ,  might  im- 
ply that,  in  the  opinion  of  that  very  enlightened  organ  of 
this  body,  there  was  no  distinction  between  right  and  re- 
medy— between  the  law  of  the  contract,  and  the  law  of 
the  K>njm  {  or  rather,  that  the  remedial  system,  which 
existed  at  the  time  a  contract  was  made,  entered  into  and 
formed  a  part  of  the  contract ;  and,  of  course,  that  it 
could  not  be  altered,  without  impairin|>  the  obligation  of 
the  contract.  Such  an  opii^,  coming  from  so  b^b  a 
source,  nught  tend  to  strengthen  the  eironeotu  notions 
which  were  propagated  in  some  of  the  States,  hy  those 
who  were  disposed  to  weaken  the  power  and  diminish  the 
rights  of  the  States^  in  the  view  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
the  General  Government.  He  stated,  that  he  believed 
the  rights  of  the  SUtes,  and  the  rights,  liberty,  and  hap- 
piness, of  the  People  of  the  States,  depended,  essen- 
tially, upon  maintaininj*  the  natural  distinction  between 
right  and  remedy— a  diatinetion  which  existed  most  ob> 
viously  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  one  which  bad,  until 
lately,  been  recognised  by  all  jurists.  A  new  doc- 
trine had  lately  been  established  by  the  Courts  in  Ken- 
tucky, both  State  and  Federal,  that  tlie  legal  obli- 
gation of  a  contract  consists  alone  in  the  remedy.  If  it 
should  be  acquiesced  in  by  Congress,  and  the  States,  it 
would  produce  consolidation,  in  its  worst  aspect.  If  such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  statesmen  t^this  country,  il  could 
not  be  too  soon  known.  It  would,  he  said,  supersede  the 
necesuty  of  guarding  against  encroadiaienis  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  upon  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  in  relation  to  otherraatters,  about  which  there  had 
been  much  sensibility  displayed.  That  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  no  State  should  pass  an^ 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  would,  if  it 
were  once  conceded  that  the  remedial  laws  of  a  State 
enter  into  and  form  a  part  of  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
throw  the  Statea  inextricably  into  the  power  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  It  would  paralyze  them.  It  would 
leave  them  no  power  worth  exercising.  It  would  not  be 
in  the  power  of  any  of  the  States,  whose  citizens  might 
be  fighting  the  battles  of  tlteir  country,  to  save,  1^  a  mo- 
dification of  the  remedial  lawi^  the  property  of  those  citi- 
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xens  from  sacrifice  by  the  Sheriff,  in  their  absence — to 
mre  their  famines  from  being  unhoused  and  reduced  to 
the  exttemest  vant.  Mr.  R.  insisted,  that  the  g;reat  ob- 
ject of  the  State  Legislatures  was,  to  mitigate  the  evils 
iaflktcd  apon  the  People,  by  great  aitd  unforeseen 
Ganges  id  the  state  of  things.  That,  Vhile  a  State 
woaU  be  restraned  by  its  wisdom /rum  changing  its  re- 
medial system  upon  light  or  onlinary  occurrences,  it 
ought  to  possess  the  powerto  do  so  in  instances  of  great 
national  calamity  ;  and  does,  he  insisted,  possess  this 

Kwer,  and  will  exercise  it,  whenever  its  interests  and  its 
ppiness  will  be  promoted  by  its  exercise,  or  rather, 
whenever,  by  its  exercise,  great  saffering  and  misery  can 
beMOKled.  He  referred  to  the  practice  of  the  States 
during  the  last  war.  Tliere  was  not,  he  believed,  one  of 
them  that  did  not,  during  that  period,  soften  the  rigor  of 
its  remedial  qrstem.  And  he  insisted  that  much  distress 
had  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  this  power  during 
that  period  ;  and  who,  said  he,  then  contended  that  those 
alterations  were  unconstitutional — that  they  impaired  the 
obligation  of  contracts  ?  Mr.  President,  said  Hr.  K..  we 
are  xery  much  influenced  by  the  S)TCt  of  circumstances. 
If  ^  emmeous  sentiment  were  even  adopted  in  peace- 
fiil  and  prosperous  times,  it  would  be  rejected  in  times  of 
great  public  calamity.  But  it  is  only  in  times  of  public 
calami^,  that  the  remedial  laws,  which  had  been  accom- 
modated to  times  of  prosperity,  would  be  thought  rigor- 
ous.  It  is  only  then  tliat  they  would  require  to  be  so 
changnt  *s  to  suit  the  changed  condition  of  society. 
The  wiailom  of  all  legislation  coni>.>ts  in  suiting  the  laws 
to  the  condition  of  the  People ;  wh<:n,that  condition  shall 
be  altered,  the  laws  ought  to  be  so  altered  as  to  fit  the 
change.  This  power  of  altering  the  remedial  laws  upon 
great  emergencies,  was  so  essential  to  the  States  and  to 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  their  citizens,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  see  it  questioned  even  by  implication.  He 
hopedL,  therefore,  thai  the  adrocates  of.the  prospective 
Operation  of  this'  hv  had  been  influenced  by  what  ihey 
coniideTed  reasons  of  expediency.  That  they  had  not 
predicated  the  alteration  upon  th'eir  belief  of  a  want  of 
power  to  alter  the  remedial  laws  in  relation  to  exi^iing 
contracts.  If  they  should  place  it  on  the  Rtotind  of  ex- 
pediency, and  not  of  constitutionality,  he  snould  feel  but 
little  concern  for  the  success  of  the  amendment ;  which 
he  bad  proposed  rather  to  ehcit  the  sentiment  of  the  com- 
mittee, than  on  account  of  any  great  concern  about  Its 
import.  He  was,  he  said,  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt — but  he  did  not  believe  tliot  much 
would  be  gained  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

He  stated  that  the  abolition  should  be  by  the  States,  and 
that  the  execution  laws  of  the  States  should  be  the  execu- 
tion laws  of  the  United  States;  that  the  only  law  which 
Congress  ought  to  pass  upon  the  subject  of  executions, 
should  be  a  law  adopting  those"  of  the  States  i  that  the 
United  States  should  have  no  execution  laws  peculiar  to 
itself,  except  those  which  related  exclusively  to  its  reve> 
nue.  llie  cases,  he  sud,  which  this  law,  if  it  passed  in 
either  aspect,  could  embrace,  would  be  comparatively  so 
few,  that  he  felt  concerned  only  about  the  moral  enect 
which  its  passage  would  have  upon  the  public  mind.  He 
repealed  again,  that  the  execution  laws  of  the  country 
■Hlit  be  enacted  by  the  States,  and  adopted,  so  far  as 
tfa^  are  needed,  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BEKRIEN  said,  in  reply,  that  the  object  of  the 
amendinent  was  to  render  the  providona  of  the  section 
retrospective.  As  the  bill  stood,  they  were  Itnuted  to 
contracts  which  should  be  entered  into,  or  causes  of  ac- 
tiwi  which  should  oripnate,  after  the  fourth  of  July  next. 
The  amendment  would  extend  them  to  all  contracts  and 
causes  of  action,  whenever  they  originated,  or  may  ori- 
ginate. 

The  views  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  appeared 
him,  were  erroneous  in  two  particulars.  No  doubt  can 


exist  that  there  is  a  clear  and  well-settled  distinction  be- 
tween the  power  of  legislation  over  existing  laws  which 
affect  the  contract,  and  those  which  merely  regulate  the 
remedy.  But  that  quesdon  does  not  arise  here.  So  &r 
as  he  understood,  the  section,  in  its  present  form,  was 
adopted,  not  from  want  of  power,  but  of  will,  to  make 
the  provision  retrospective.  In  the  opinion  of  the  com* 
mittee,  it  was  expedient  to  leave  the  remedy  on  existing 
contracts,  and  other  causes  of  action,  to  the  regulation  of 
the  laws  under  which  they  originated.  The  inference 
which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  apprehended,  could 
not,  therefore,  he  thought,  be  deduced  from  the  provi- 
aons  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Committee.  But  if 
this  were  so,  the  argfument  in  support  of  the  amendment 
attached  to  such  an  implied  concesuon  by  this  House,  an 
importance  which  did  not  belong  to  it.  The  States,  in 
the  exercise  of  Legislative  power,  cannot  be  controlled 
by  the  acts  or  concessions  of  this  House.  Within  the  li- 
mits of  their  constitutional  charters,  the  whole  array  of 
Federal  legislation  is  incompetent  to  such  a  purpose  ; 
and,  whenever,  intlie  exercise  of  their  respective  powers 
in  their  application  to  individuals,  a  difference  ofopinioa 
as  to  the  extent  of  those  powers  shall  occur,  there  it  a 
common  arbiter  to  which  such  controversy  must  be  refer- 
reH.  He  resisted  the  amendment,  therefore,  because  it 
was  founded  on  views  not  justified  by  the  proviuon  to 
which  it  was  applied  ;  and  becai)se  the  argument  urged 
in  its  support  seemed  to  him  to  attach  an  undue  imp^* 
ance  to  the  acts  or  declarations  of  this  House,  in  their 
supposed  influence  on  the  constitutional  powers  of  legis- 
lation in  the  several  States.  The  restriction  in  the  Mo- 
tion did  not  concede  a  want  of  power,  but  retuUed  from  a 
w;ant  of  will  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  render  the 
bill  retroactive.  It  was  in  their  view  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  and  neither  does  nor  can  eft'cct  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  the  States,  or  of  the  Union.  He  trusted, 
tlierefore,  that  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  that  the  inference  which  had 
alarmed  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  Was  not  justified. 
The  States  were  forbidden,  by  the  Constitution,  to  put 
la'ws  impuring  the  obligation  of  contracts  i  and  no  act  of 
Congress  coidd  either  give  that  power  to  the  States,  or 
deprive  them  of  it.  He  did  not  conceive  that  the  power 
of  tlie  States  could  be,  in  any  way,  affected  by  our  legis- 
I  ation.  The  means  of  coercion  which  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  creditor,  was,  he  contended,  a  part,  and  an 
essential  part,  of  the  contract.  Right  was  not  worth  a 
stiver  without  a  remedy.  Congress,  he  said,  had,  un- 
doubtedly, the  power  to  make  this  bill  retrospective. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  exercit* 
that  power.  For  his  own  part,  though  warmly  in  &vor 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ho  would  not  vote  for  it,  if  it 
was  to  operate  on  existing  contracts, 

Mr.  KANE  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment.  He 
thought,  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  re- 
striction ought  to  be  done  away  with.  It  was  due  to  the 
consistency  and  impartiality  of  this  body,  to  render  the 
law  uniform  in  its  operation  upon  all  contracts,  whenever 
and  wherever  made.  Congress,  he  declared,  never  esta- 
b'ished  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  The  process 
acta  of  ir89  and  1792,  provided  that  the  United  States' 
Courts  should  use  the  process  of  the  several  States,  sub- 
ject to  alteration  whenever  occasion  required.  In  some 
of  the  States,  a  debtor  cannot  be  held  in  prison  t  in  other 
SUtes  he  can.  This  renders  the  United  States*  process 
different  in  (Afferent  SUtes.  A  uniform  rule  should,  in 
his  opinion,  be  established.  There  was  no  fimltatiiH)  to 
the  power  of  Congress  over  contracts ;  nor  did  he  think, 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  exercise  the  power  veiited  in  us  over  the  subject. 

Mr.  ROWAN  agreed  with  the  member  from  Georgia, 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  alter  the  kws  of  the 
States.   Uia  idea  wu  this :  that  the  moral  power  of  a  law 
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<^  Congress  would  often  induce  the  State  Lej^dfttures  to 
concur  in  an  opinion  expressed  in  that  law  as  to  a  consti- 
tiitio'nal  point,  &c. 

After  some  fiirther  remarki  from  Messn.  BRANCH 
and  ROWAN,  Mr.  R.,  at  the  soUcitatjon  oThis  colleague, 
withdrew  his  amendment. 


Fridat,  jAifUABT  4,  1828. 
CASE  OF  FRANCIS  LARCHE- 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of.  Francis  Larche,  of  New  Or- 
leans, was  read  a  second  timti,  and  coiuidered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  that  this  bill  had,  two  or  three 
times,  passed  the  Senate,  but  had  never  been  finally  act- 
ed on  in  the  other  Houae.  The  circumstances  of  the  claim 
•re  these.   The  negro  slave  of  the  petitioner  was  irei- 

EBsed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
war,  and  was  employed  tn  the  tnnsportation  of  bag- 
gage. Whilst  in  this  service  lie  waa  killed  by  a  cannon 
but  from  the  enemy.  These  facts  had  been  pro>  :!d  to 
the  satisfaction  of  liie  Committee,  and,  as  slave!>  were 
recognized  ai  property  by  the  laws*  the  petitioner  waa, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  eotitied  to  relief 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  whether  oOier  slave b,  killed 
under  like  drcumstances,  bad  been  paid  for  by  Uie  Go- 
remment? 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  in  reply,  said  he  bad  no  recollection 
of  a  similar  case  at  present ;  no  claim,  to  his  knowledge, 
had  been  made  upon  the  Government  for  compensation 
for  slaves  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  killed  while  ui  that  serriee*  and  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  nn:ilar  case  had  ever  occurred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  blank  waa  fiUed  with 
1 800,  and  tfie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CASE  OP  ABRAHAM  OGDBN. 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden,  and  others, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  conuderedas  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WOODBUSr  said  he  was  instructed  bytheCora- 
nittee  on  Commerce  to  move  that  the  blank  be  filled  with 
1 1,000.  Before  the  question  was  taken,  he  wished  the 
report  accompanying  the  bill  to  be  read.  The  report 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  would  explain  the  facts  and 
grounds  on  which  the  Committee  rested  the  bill.  The 
petitioners  claimed  compensation  for  the  detention  of  their 
vessel,  which  was  chartered  by  the  Government  He  was 
aware  that  demurrage  could  not  be  recovered  unless  q>e- 
cified  in  the  charter  party.  The  decisions  were  contra- 
dictor on  the  subject,  but  the  balance  of  them  was  against 
the  admission  of  toe  claim.  But,  on  principles  of  equity, 
the  person  who  does  the  wrong  is  answerable  for  it.  The 
vessel  was  freighted  by  the  United  States  to  transport  a 
quantity  of  providons  to  La^ra ;  she  was  there  detained 
tventy.eight  days  in  unloading ;  she  might  have  been  un- 
laden by  lighters ;  and  it  waa  customary  at  that  port  to 
use  lighters  for  this  purpose,  as  the  ships  could  not  be 
brought  to  the  wharves.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  have  unladen  ber  in  the  manner  usual  at  this 
port  If  this  had  been  done,  she  would  have  been  un- 
loaded in  four  days,  instead  of  twenty-eiglit.  He  was 
aware  that  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  bad  given  rea- 
sons for  not  using  the  lij^ters.  It  was  convenient  for  him 
to  keep  the  ship  as  a  store  ^p,  and  lighters  were  scarce, 
in  consequence  of  the  large  quantity  of  shipping^  in  the 
port.  Two  days  after  the  snip  was  laiaen,  the  pacificating 
army  entered  Laguira,  and  the  ship  was  seized.  ThU 
seizure  occasioned  a  forther  detention  of  nine  days,  when 
the  vessel  was  ^ven  up.  The  gioss  loss  aufiered  by  the 
•owners  was  5  or  9  6»0OU. 


The  United  States  was  not  answerable  for  this  last  dc 
tention,  because  the  owners  might  have  effected  an  ir 
suraiice  against  caj^ture  bv  foreign  power.  They  hai 
neglected  to  do  it,  probably  because  ihey  did  not  antic 
pate  a  lon^  detention  of  the  vessel  at  the  j^ort  bv  the  off 
cers  of  the  United  States.  The  Committee  had  fixei 
upon  the  sum  of  f  1,000  as  a  remuneration,  upon  the  h} 
pothesis  that  the  United  States  Were  answerable  for  df 
mages  resulting  from  the  detention  of  the  vessel  twenty 
four  days.  The  Committee  allowed  5  or  J  600  for  th 
detention  for  twenty-four  days ;  which,  with  the  int<:re6i 
amounted  to  $  l,O0t>.  But,  if  the  Senate  thought  that  th 
United  States  were  answeiible  for  the  further  deteiitior 
right  or  nine  days  after,  the  lum  allowed  ahould  be  cor 
sidprably  increased. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  s^d,  that  befiire  th 
question  waa  t^en  On  the  bill,  he  should  be  glad  to  hav 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it.  He  recollected  a  com 
Fponding  cose  formerly  before  the  Senate,  in  which  h 
took  an  active  part.  He  did  not  care  for  the  amount,  bii 
the  principle  involved  in  the  bill  be  considered  high) 
important.  This  afiair  grew  out  of  a  project  of  b<ne%'( 
lence.  We  undertook  to  feed  the  sunerers  by  tiie  eartl 
quake  at  Laguira  ;  and,  like  mofit  other  projects  of  ths 
sort,  it  had  been  productive  of  little  good  to  any  part) 
He  did  not  think  the  claimant  entitlea  to  compeii&aiioi 
But,  in  order  to  examine  the  facts,  he  would  move  t 
postpone  the  fiirther  condderatkm  erf  the  bill  until  Frida 
next. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asa^ting  to  the  motion,  the  bill  we 
accordingly  postponed. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  for  abolishing  Imprisonment  for  Debt  was  tal 
en  up,  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  HAYNE  had  nolintended,  he  said,  to  participate  i 
the  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  he  was  constrained  to  stai 
his  views  in  relation  to  it,  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  h 
former  remarks,  he  had  been  erroneously  supposed  i 
have  expressed  himselfin&vorofthebill.  aa  itnowstooi 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  «  as  o; 
posed  to  its  pruv'inons.  It  might  be  made  to  assume 
form  in  which  it  would  meet  his  approbation,  but  he  d 
not  think  it  probable  that  such  a  lonn  would  be  nven  ' 
it.  The  only  principle  of  the  bill  was  this  ;  it  depriv 
the  creditor  of  the  power  which  the  common  taw  ga^ 
him,  to  hold  the  body  of  the  debtor,  after  he  had  suit« 
dered  his  property  {  and  this  is  made  to  apply  only  to  sui 
brought  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Statea. 

He  was  perfectly  willing  to  adopt  thisprinctple,  but  I 
was  not  willing  to  abolish  the  process  uSagHaa  ad  rape 
dendum  and  eapicu  ad  aatufaeundum. 

He  would  beg  leave  also  to  remark,  that  the  object  ai 
purport  of  the  bill  waa  wholly  different  from  what  ils  til 
expressed.  It  was  called  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonme 
for  debt.  But  it  did  not  apply  its  provisions  to  a  «ng 
case  of  existing  debt,  and  affected  no  contracts  exce 
those  that  should  be  formed  kfter  the  4th  of  July  nei 
and  only  that  part  of  them  which  should  be  sued  in  i 
Courts  of  the  United  SUtes.  Of  the  whole  number 
debtors  now  confined,  or  in  danger  of  being  confined, 
jail,  not  one  would  be  relieved  by  this  bill,  and  not  mc 
than  four  or  five,  perhaps,  even  ii  it  were  made  reti 
spective.  Of  those  contracts  which  may  arise  after  t 
fourth  day  uf  July  next,  not  one  in  a  hundred  will  be 
fected  by  thia  bill.  These  remarks  be  did  not  make 
depreciate  (be  bill  i  he  knew  that  Congress  had  not  t 
power  to  legislate  for  the  States  in  this  case  ;  but  lie  wii 
ed  it  to  be  understood  by  the  people  generally,  many 
whom  had  misconceived  the  purport  of  the  bill,  tlia' 
would  not  afford,  to  any  extent,  relief  to  debtors.  T 
bill  was  nothing  more  than  an  act  to  regulate  process, 
certain  case^  in  the  Umted  Stales'  Courts. 
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Tfcers  wa«  tvo  ckues  of  proviaions  embTKed  by  the 
6iD  one  respected  mesne  process,  «nd  the  other  process 
after  jodgment. 

A*  respected  mesne  process,  the  common  Uw  provides, 
itet  B  penon  who  is  sued  should  give  security  that  be 
will  renoun  in  the  country,  snd  abide  the  issue  of  the  suit. 
TW  tnll^  not  sixdish  this  provinon,  but  took  away  the 
■earn  of  enfbrdng  it ;  and  substituted,  in  cues  where 
ftsnd  or  flight  was  intended,  a  mode  of  procedure  which 
««s  expensne,  tedious,  and  inconehisire.  The  plaintiff 
nnat  aUeee,  in  certain  forms,  before  certain  authorities 
that  the  defendant  intends  to  abscond,  set  forth  his  cause 
of  action,  and  then  comes  the  defimdant  to  contest  the 
anega^om^  he,  fonnin;  alti^fether  a  complicated  and  te- 
diotts  proee9§L 

The  other  prorinons  of  the  biD  respected  the  means  of 
cnfociiiK'  payment  after  judgment  lu^  been  obtained. 
After  tafeng  the  plaintiff  thron{^  this  new  and  trouble- 
sane  process,  Uie  bill  gives  him  no  means  of  ct^lecting 
the  money  adjudged  to  be  due  to  hnn.    In  South  Caro- 
Ena,  and,  ss  he  b^eved,  in  nearly  all  the  States,  the  phin> 
tiff,  after  judgment,  had  recouise  to  the  vinble  and  tan- 
gible property     the  defendant,  not  to  his  person.  But 
It  often  happened,  especially  in  cities  that  the  property 
of  the  defnoat  was  locked  op  in  bonds,  money,  notes, 
bank  stock,  and  ehoses  in  action ;  in  which  case,  the  body 
was  airated  at  the  means  of  enforcing  .payment.  Whut 
does  the  bill  substitute  for  this  process  >   A  new  suit. 
After  die  pkintiff  has  obtained  judgment,  he  must,  to 
neover  his  money  from  a  defendant  whose  property  is 
secured  in  money,  stock,  or  chosesinaction,  institute  anew 
nit,  and  pass  a  second  time  through  the  forms,  expenses, 
and  delay's  of  an  action  at  law.  Mr.  Haixk  here  read  and 
eomneated  on  the  several  sections  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
Asw  that  Ids  construction  of  its  provisions  was  correct 

The  writ  of  "  n«  exeat,"  he  remarked,  was  intended  to 
kU  defendants  to  ball  who  were  about  to  leave  the  coun- 
byi  and,  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  plaintiff  may 
pfocure  the  writ  from  the  Clerk  of  the  proper  Court,  at  a 
^Bing  expense,  and  without  delay  {  but,  under  the  pro- 
tifions  of  the  bill,  it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  insti- 
iBte  a  Chancery  suit.  His  objections,  too,  in  regard  to 
tlie  final  process  provided  in  the  bill,  were  insuperable  ; 
uid,  unless  these  objections  were  removed,  he  would  hv 
compelled  to  rote  against  the  bill. 

He  would  now  surest  a  remedy  for  what  he  consider- 
ed tile  imperfections  of  the  bill.  He  would  propose,  an 
an  a  oendment,  that  the  "process  of  the  United  States' 
Counts  should  be  made  to  confbrm  to  the  esublished  pro- 
cess of  the  Superior  Courts  of  the  several  States."  The 
Stitrs,  he  conceived,  were  better  able  to  provide  rules  of 
practice  suited  to  their  wants  arid  habits  toan  the  United 
Stst  s.  An  exception  might  be  made  as  to  revenue  debts. 
Ue  lUd  not  know  whether  the  bill  embrace«l  revenue 
cun.  To  that  matter  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Cooimiltec  of  Finance.  He  thought  it  proper  for  them 
taioqnire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would  com- 
pel the  Government  to  pursue  the  circuitous  mode  which 
It  cstabfiibed  for  the  collection  of  debts.  His  first  motion 
wai^  to  ircomnHt  the  bill  to  the  Committee  which  reported 
it,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  confbrm  tiie  pro< 
eesioribe  United  Stated  courts  to  the  process  estabUshed 
by  the  Superior  Courts  of  the  several  States,  and  to  em- 
bjice  proper  provisions  to  secure  the  coUectioii  of  the 
rmnuc  of  the  United  S»ates.  Another  motion  he  should 
aibiequently  make,  if  he  found  gentlemen  at  all  disposed 
toiimplify  the  bill,  and  rid  it  of  its  cumbrous  and  compli- 
cated icscliinery  ;  that  is,  to  make  the  «mple  dectaratHm 
tbit  defendants,  in  any  action  of  debt,  in  the  United 
States'  Courts,  should  be  entitled  to  a  disckarge,  upon 
ifing  in  Court  an  assignment  of  all  their  property ;  witit  a 
ftoruo  that,  if  aubsequently  found  guilty  of  fraud  or  con- 
ccalorat,  tliey  wbtU  be  punished.   If  the  friends  of  the 


bill  chose  to  moAfy  the  biD,  rither  according  to  his  fliM 
or  second  proposition,  he  should  vote  for  it  He  dien 
moved  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  with  instnietkmi^ 
&c.  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject 
rendered  the  process  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
conformable  to  the  process  of  the  State  courts ;  subject, 
however,  to  the  rules  which  mif^t  be  prescribed  by  the 
United  Statei.' courts.  The  existing  law,  therefore,  ac- 
complished the  object  proposed  by  the  eentleman  ^om 
South  Carolina.  But  the  existinff  law  din  not  apply  to  all 
the  States.  There  was  now  a  bill  before  the  Seiute  fbr 
extending  the  process  of  the  United  States'  courts  to  those 
States  which  hadlieen  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
year  1789.  That  bill  would,  in  a  few  days,  oome  be- 
tbre  the  Senate,  and  until  it  had,  he  hoped  the  Setia- 
tin-  from  Soudi  Carolina  would  consent  to  withhold  his 
motion. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  related  to  the  Judiciary, 
which  he  conceived  t»  be  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  our  Government  i>reat  difficulty  had  been 
found  in  adapting  the  process  of  the  United  States'  courts 
to  the  judiciary  system  of  the  States.  It  had  more  than 
once  been  propoaed  to  pass  g-ineral  laws  on  the  subject. 
But,  whenever  this  had  been  attnnpted.  It  had  been 
found  impossible  to  reconcile  any  one  general  system  to 
the  dissimilar  ussgcs  of  the  several  States.  The  law  of 
1789  adopted  the  State  process  as  the  rule  of  the  United 
States'  courts,  under  certain  restrictions  ;  while  the  pro- 
position, now  made,  would  put  the  process  of  the  United 
States'  courts  wholly  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
courts.  Mr.  V.  B.  here  enlarged  upon  the  difficulties 
which  would  attend  any  change  of  the  present  system, 
either  by  extending  or  restriettiig  the  powers  of  the  Unit, 
ed  States'  courts  over  their  process.  Hr.  V.  B.  also  ctnn- 
plimented  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Jonsson,] 
on  tile  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  had  prosecuted  his 
important  and  philanthropic  measure,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  hia  honorable  exertions  would  be  crowned  with 

SUCCI.-S9 . 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  fkmi  South  Carolina  was  totally 
(Ustinct  from  the  Object  of  the  bill.  It  presented  a  sub- 
stantive and  distinct  object— to  govern  the  Ututed  States* 
courts  by  the  State  laws.  He  would  not  oppose  thatpro- 
position  when  offered  separately  ftoin  the  bill,  with  which 
he  did  not  sec  that  it  had  any  connexion.  He  and  his 
colle-'gue  had,  for  year  after  year,  attempted,  without 
succi-Bs,  to  effect  this  very  object,  in  reference  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina now  proposed  in  reference  to  all  the  States.  Tbe 
United  States*  courts  had  nralertaken  to  regufaite  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Kentucky  courts ;  and,  instead  of  adopting  the 
execution  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  cxistcil,  so  as  to  go, 
pari  passu,  with  the  improvements  of  tiie  Judiciary  of  iTiat 
State,  they  had  arbitrarily  and  cruelly  adopted  those  exe- 
cution Inws  which  had  been  used  in  the  infancy  of  the 
SUte.  The  (d>ject  of  the  law  of  1789,  he  contended, 
was  to  render  tbe  process  of  the  United  States'  courts 
conformable  to  the  process  of  the  State  courts,  as  it  might 
be  modifled  fVom  time  to  time.  This  matter,  in  hts  opi- 
nion, presented  the  most  interesting  question  which  had 
ever  been  agitated  in  this  body,  viz  :  wlietlier  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Urated  States  was  clothed  with  legislative 
power  }  and  whether  the  assumption  of  such  powers  over 
the  process  of  the  Kentucky  courts,  by  the  Supreme 
Couc*-,  was  not  palpable  usurpation  *  Hr.  JoBirsoir  here 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  show  the  calamities  which 
had  been  (nought  upon  his  State  by  the  judicial  legisla- 
tion  that  had  been  exercised  over  it  He  thoueht  the 
nibjeet  presented  connderationaof  much  greater  Import* 
ance  tiian  the  regtd^tM™  ofaca.  sa.i  but  he^  notUvnk 
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that  it  should  be  brought  up  in  the  shape  which  the  Sena- 
tor fnm  South  Carohna  had  given  to  it.  Me  would,  how- 
CTer,  at  any  time,  rote  for  it  as  a  distinct  proposition. 

In  relation  to  the  objections  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  he  would  consider  whether  the  bill  went  too  far 
ID  reatricting  the  power  of  creditors  over  debton.  The 
gentleman  says,  ^hat  many  debtws  may  have  concealed 
property,  bank  stock,  monej',  and  choaes  in  action,  and 
thereby  may  be  able  fraudulently  to  defeat  the  claims  of 
their  creditors,  even  after  judg'ment  has  been  rendered 
against  them.  But  what,  sir,  is  to  be  done  with  those 
debtors  who  have  no  bank  stock,  nor  money,  nor  choses 
in  action  }  Must  they  sufler,  in  hopeless  conhnement. 
because  some  few  rich  men  may  be  villains  ?  If  debtors 
were  proved  to  be  dishonest,  the  bill  provided  for  their 
punishment.  He  did  not  betieve  that  the  debtor  part  of 
the  connunity  was  any  better  ur  worse,  on  the  score  of 
ntorslity,  than  the  creditor  part.  .\nd  he  would  fain 
know,  upon  what  principle  gentlemen  assumed  the  fact, 
that  debtors  were  dishonest.  As  many  instances  of  op- 
pression, on  the  part  of  creditors,  can  be  enumerated,  as 
of  fraud  on  the  part  of  debtors.  The  bill  provided  that 
the  creditor,  instead  of  confining  the  body  of  the  debtor, 
upon  a  pKMimption  that  he  has  property  concealed, 
should  first  give  some  kind  of  evidence  of  the  fraud. 
Whereas,  under  the  present  laws,  a  creditor  may  first  strip 
his  debtor  of  all  his  property,  even  to  his  last  blanket,  and 
then,  to  complete  his  wretchedness,  may  turn  against  him, 
as  a  villain.  But  the  gentleman  also  says,  that  the  course 
of  proceeding  is  too  troublesome  to  the  creditor.  It 
would  be  more  convenient  for  him  to  put  the  debtor  in 
jail,  at  once,  upon  bare  presumption  of  fraud. 

He  submitted^  whetlier  this  sentiment  was  in  accord- 
ance with  any  principle  of  morality,  or  with  that  equality 
of  rights,  in  defence  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  hail  &u  olien  raised  his  voice.  In  this  connexion, 
Mr.  .1.  begged  li.  :ive  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  historic^)  fiict,  that  coercion  was  never,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, appliL.-<l  to  any  one  of  the  English  Lords,  who 
might  become  a  debtor ;  and,  that  no  inconvenience  had 
ever  resulted  to  any  creditor fh>m  their  exemption.  The 
eonteqwHMWiof  this  privilege,  in  this  respect,  was  that 
tbdr  ^Miffitora  took  from  them  pledges  of  i-aluable^t  or 
reliefl  ttpon  ttifir  honor  and  property.  Why  cannot  the 
nme  eourse  be  luii-suerl,  and  with  the  same  success,  be- 
tween crediturs  und  debtors  in  this  Kepublic,  where  all 
are  nobles,  and  all  commons  {  where  there  is  neither  pa- 
tiician  nor  pk  beian  ? 

Let  me  ask  tlie  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  continued 
Itr.  whether  1  have  not  shown  to  him,  that  the  bill,  in 
iitettoh  tp  the  supposition  of  fraud,  gives  no  more  than  u 
flw  'and  equal  opportunity  to  the  debtor  to  exculpate 
himself  from  the  suspicion  or  chai^  ?  If  I  am  deceived 
aa  to  this,  let  gentleman  suggest  a  better  mode  in 
wliicii       ohji  c  t  may  be  obtained. 

i  accux  d,  sa,d  .Mr.  J.,  with  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman, 
that  the  People  should  be  undeceived  as  to  the  effect  of 
this  bill.  He  had  been  made  aware  by  the  great  number 
of  letters  he  had  received  from  diflTerent  parts  of  (he  coun- 
try, that  the  People  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
bill  would  have  a  general  operation,  and  would  also  afT'ect 
existing  contracts.  But  (he  advocates  of  the  bill  had  not 
assisted  in  creating  this  impression. 

A  small  number  of  the  debtors  alone  can  ever  have  the 
benefit  of  the  bill ;  and  most  deeply  do  I  regret,  that  its 
principles  and  application  cannot  be  made  co-extenaive 
with  the  relatioti  of  debtor  and  creditor  tiiroughout  the 
Union.  But,  if  it  relieves  but  one  debtor  out  of  a  hun- 
dred, it  will  be  well  worthy  of  the  benevolence  and  phi 
lanthrop^  of  this  body.  It  is,  however,  to  the  moral  effect 
of  thi't  bill  that  I  attach  most  importance.  It  will,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  prevailing  character  of  public  opinion  on  the 
subject,  have  a  decisive  moral  influence  on  the  State  Le 


gislatures,  who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  soon  be  induced 
to  engraft  its  principles  on  thetr  own  judicial  system. 

The  gentleman  says  truly,  that  the  bill  will  8<»pcely 
touch  that  mass  of  misery  which  is  exhibited  by  the  debt- 
ors in  our  towns  and  cities.  I  was  in  favor  of  giving  them 
relief  in  a  mode  which  the  gentleman  so  eloquently  re- 
commenditd  last  session.  I  stood  by  him  in  support  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  though  that  law  was  in  opposition  to  all 
my  former  views  and  prejudices.  The  gentleman  kIso 
underrates  the  importance  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  doe* 
not  apply  to  existing  contracts.  I  have  no  partiality 
for  that  feature  of  the  bill.  In  adopting  it,  I  yielded  to 
the  views  of  my  friends  who  would  not  vote  for  a  retro- 
spective law.  But,  must  we  relinquish  legislation,  be- 
cause we,  of  the  present  hour,  cannot  reap  it*  fruttsf 
Must  we  not  legislate  for  posterity  ? 

Mr.  J.  pursued  the  subject  still  farther,  and  at  consi. 
derable  length.  In  conclusion,  he  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  establish  the  principle,  that  crime  alone 
should  render  a  freeman  liable  to  loss  of  liberty  ;  and  he 
believed  that  the  moral  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill 
would,  in  a  short  time,  cause  the  abolition  of  civil  impri- 
sonment throughout  the  cbuntry. 

Mr.  KANE  rase  to  explun  some  niisapprehennon*  on 
his  part,  of  the  character  of  the  propontion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  at  some  length,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  and  Mr.  KANE,  and 
concluded  by  withdrawing  his  motion  for  the  recommit- 
meni,  &c.  for  the  reason  that  it  would  interfere  with  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate,  for  extending  the  proceaa  df 
United  States'  courts  to  the  States  admitted  since  the 
year  1789. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 

next,  to  which  day 
Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

MonnAT,  JjtiruART  7,  1838. 

The  Senate  were  principally  occupied  to-day  in  discus- 
sing the  propriety  of  printing  a  document  from  the  War 
Department,  containing  the  namea  of  those  officer*  and 
soldiers  of-  the  Revolution  who  were  entitled  to  land*. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  report  upon  tbe  expediency  of  the  printing,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday. 

WaniTssniT,  JaitcabtP,  1828. 
This  day  was  principally  occupied  in  discussing  the 
propriety  of  printing  certain  memorials  against  an  increas- 
ed tariff  of  duties. 

TBUBSDAT,  jAXViItT  10. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  came  up  in 
its  order,  and  the  question  being  put,  •*  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading^"  Mr.  EATON  asked  for 
the  Yeas  and  Nays,  which  am  was  sustained. 

Mr.  BARTON  said  that  he  should  only  detain  the  Se- 
nate with  a  few  remarks.  This  bill  proposed  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt.  Such  a  proposition  must  always 
be  popular.  Where  it  was  known  and  where  it  was  not 
known.  It  was  confined  to  the  United  States'  Courts, 
but  it  did  not  meet  with  his  approbation.  He  could  r.ot 
believe  that  the  system  which  was  now  proposed,  would 
be  as  good  as  the  one  at  present  in  operation  ;  and  he 
thought  many  of  the  benefits  anticipated  foutKled  in  mere 
speculation.    He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  It. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  was  not  very  sanguine  in  bis 
wishes,  and  his  only  object  in  making  any  remarks  on  this 
bill,  was,  to  discharge  hi*  duty  to  himself  and  his  eootti* 
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Wbcn  ^tlemen  intended  to  make  •  ndicaJ 
dun^  m  exiBtin^  systems,  it  was,  he  thought,  incuinbent 
•ipon  tbem  to  show  some  wrious  evil  in  the  present  state 
of  thb^  He  W)is  not  sure  *%  to  the  practicability  of 
sboHifaing  imprisonment  for  debt  at  all ;  but  were  he  in 
&Tar  of  iu  abolition,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill  nnw 
befere  the  Senate*  because  its  principal,  if  not  its  only 
cflec^  would  be  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  rights. 
Tbe  i^ntiff  it  to  state  nis  ease,  and  to  swear  that  the 
defendant  u  about  to  leave  the  State,  thus  encouraging 
vexatious  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  plaintifT.  He  is 
Bwreover  bound  to  state  on  oktb  the  exact  sum  due  to 
lum.  In  hundreds  of  instances,  this  would  be  next  to  an 
imposntnKty,  where  accounts  bad  been  of  long  standing, 
and  had  beconte  complicated.  But  if  he  cannot  do  it,  he 
loaeshispoirer  over  the  debtor.  Then  he  has  to  go  be- 
9mt  a  clen^  and  make  oath  of  the  cause  of  the  action  ; 
and  this  is  not  safely  done  without  consulting  counsel ; 
beeaose  if  he  should  state  one  cause,  and  it  rtiould  turn 
out  that  another  cause  existed,  he  is  not  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  process  agvnst  the  defendant.  Before  he  can  pro> 
ceed  to  trial,  he  is  to  bring  his  case  before  a  ungle  Judge, 
wbo  n  to  decide  whether  the  trial  shall  proceed.  If  he 
pleases,  be  may  diacharge  the  defendant  from  bail.  U  is 
the  set  of  one  Judge,  undiecked  and  unaided  i  and  an 
able  jariit  has  said,  that  the  law  of  one  Judge  is  the  law 
of  a  XjmA.  All  men  look  differently  on  the  same  matter ; 
and  as  this  Jud^  is  to  decide  upon  the  statement  under 
oalA  of  the  plaintiff,  might  it  not  be  possible  that  he 
sbould  decide  wrong,  and  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  the 
saffber?  Then  when  the  Judge  has  decided  that  the  de- 
fendant may  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  proceui,  he  has  to 
nnke  investigation,  and  an  affidavit,  whether  the  property 
efthe  debtor  is  concealed.  If  he  feils  in  his  second  suit, 
the  costs  fell  upon  him.  There  were  too  many  affidavits 
praposed  in  this  new  system.  The  pbuntift  must  go 
tbnugh  a  scries  of  tliem,  before  he  arrives  at  any  sectinty 
IS  to  the  trial.  After  all  this,  the  defendant  comes  in, 
and  if  the  proof  is  not  sufficient,  has  it  in  his  power  to  tra- 
nwe  it;  and  if  the  jury  decide  against  the  plwntiff,  the 
defendant  is  ever  after  discharged,  and  can  never  be  held 
tebuL  This  bill,  said  Mr.  S.,  is,  in  my  view,  a  (me-wded 
bm.  U  provides  alt  for  the  defendant,  and  nothing  for 
the  pbumiff.  We  know  no  such  principle  in  our  law.  It 
(vovides  for  one  pafty  as  well  as  another.  It  deals  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all.  We  have  been  told  that  the 
present  system  is  cnie),  and  that  our  execution  law  is  a 
diigtace  and  stun  upon  our  statute  book.  It  might  have 
been  so  in  the  dark  ages,  because  the  imprisoned  debtors 
bad  to  support  themselves,  or  depend  upon  being  sup- 
ported by  charity.  But  in  the  present  age  of  charity  and 
civilization,  every  one  knows  that  no  such  thing  exists. 
The  sevenl  States  have  provided  against  it ;  ana  we  talk 
of  mere  imaginary  evils,  when  we  speak  of  the  cruelty  of 
imprisonment,  under  the  present  system.  The  Senator 
fran  Kentucky  has  told  us  that  this  kw  is  to  protect  the 
debtor  from  the  horrid  cruelties  of  the  creditor,  and  he 
has  paraded  before  us  a  list  of  nineteen  hundred  prisoners 
n  one  State.  But  has  not  that  gentleman  been  deceived 
in  the  representations  tliat  have  been  made  to  him  ^  May 
he  not  have  met  with  persons  willing  to  exanrerate  the 
cnielties  to  which  he  alludes.  And  if  it  should  be  so,  it 
would  not  be  the  only  time  that  gentlemen  whose  mean- 
ing was  as  good  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
bad  been  impos<.*d  upon.  But  supposing  there  are  nine- 
teen hundred,  or  twice  that  number  of  prisoners  for  debt, 
in  one  of  the  States,  are  we  to  suppose  that  all  these,  or 
any  veiy  great  proportion  of  them,  are  hard  cases  ?  Are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  majority  of  these  imprisonments 
are  made  to  satisfy  vindictive  dupoaitioni^  Not  so.  The 
genius  of  the  country  was  iqpunst  it.  The  People  would 
not  aHow  such  an  outrage  to  be  perpetrated,  against  the 
i^wit  and  feeling  of  the  conunumty.  He  says,  also,  that 


this  bill  is  to  restrain  the  natmvl  cruelty  of  numkind ;  and 
that  alt  men  are  naturally  cnieL  I  thought  not  I  believe 
that  pity  is  the  last  passion  that  deserts  the  human  breast. 
But  are  creditors  always  those  who  act  from  impure  or  un- 
christian feelings  ?  Have  we  not  instances  every  day  where 
men  have  gone  to  prison,  leaving  their  famihes  to  enjoy 
splendid  fertunes,  which  they  have  wrongfully  obtained 
from  others  ?  These  are  every  day  affairs.  1  will  allude 
to  some  facts  which  were  sta'ed  here  the  other  day.  facta 
which  were  stated  openly,  and  which  may  serve  to  illus- 
trate this  matter.  It  was  said,  in  relation  to  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  suldiers  of  the  Revolution,  that 
members  of  Congress  had  obtained  access  to  that  list,  and 
by  making  extracts  from  it,  had  led  to  speculations  by 
which  the  rightful  claimants  were  defrauded  of  their 
lands.  Now,  what  would  the'  Senator  fhnn  Kentucky 
say,  if  those  purchasers  were  prosecuted  fer  restitution  of 
the  lat)ds  thus  obtained  >  Wmild  he  shudder,  then,  at 
the  open  prison  door  ?  Tliis  is  of^en  the  case  ;  as  often, 
perhaps,  as  the  reverse.  1  do  not  intend  to  6ffer  any 
wnendment.  I  once,  on  a  former  occasion,  had  the  ho- 
nor to  present  my  views  of  this  subject,  which  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  now  to  repeat.  Indeed  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  said  a  word  upon  this  subject,  had  not 
the  Senator  from  Kentttcky  alluded  to  two  our  illus- 
trious public  men.  One  of  these  was  the  great  states- 
man, Jefferson,  who  hasi  gone  from  among  us — the  other, 
General  Sumpter,  a  native  of  the  State  I  represent.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  said  that  even  Jefferson  was 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  his  old  age.  To  make 
the  picture  still  more  revoHiiig,  he  said  that  Jefferson  was 
liable  to  be  laid  hold  of  by  a  conotable.  But  the  State 
which  I  have  tlie  honor  to  represent,  lias  shown  by  its 
conduct  since  hisdeath,  that  he  could  not  hare  been  ax- 
rested  on  a  writ  ef  aijdaa  ad  tatufadendum.  But,  sud 
Mr.  S.,  I  would  not  have  such  a  man  as  Jefferson  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  law.  He  ought  to  be,  and,  as 
a  good  citizen,  he  would  hare  desired  to  be,  a  sharer  in 
the  liabilities  as  well  as  the  protection  of  the  law. '.  It  is 
but  seldom  tliat  a  good  or  an  honorable  man  is  oppressed 
by  it,  excepting  in  some  case  where  the  complex  opera- 
tions of  banking  institutions  produced  some  evil  of  such  a 
nature.  'I'he  gentleman  has  mentioned  General  Sump- 
ter, as  one  who  had  been  subjected  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  ^stem.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a 
man  who  has  served  his  country  so  well,  and  so  nobly, 
could  be  forgotten  by  that  countpj',  whether  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman,  as  to  the  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties of  that  great  man,  was  tnie  or  not.  The  gentleman 
says  he  is  poor.  His  circumstances  may  have  changed, 
and  his  finauces  have  been  straightened  by  some  revei-se  of 
fortune ;  but  he  has  been  too  much  an  honor  to  South 
Carolina  to  be  fbrgotten  or  neglected  by  her.  And,  said 
Mr.  S-,  I  can  assure  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  had  been 
unfortunate,  he  never  could  be  subjected  to  the  operation 
of  a  ea.  aa.  No  posMble  circtim-^lances  could  produce 
such  a  disaster  to  a  man  so  much  venerated.  Hia  prison 
doors  would  fly  open,  and  his  nunacles  wotild  fall  frora 
his  limbs — not  through  the  interference  of  adeity,  but  by 
the  operation  of  public  gratitude.  One  word  more.  I 
have  always  observed,  in  speeches  upon  subjects  of  thu 
kind,  that  the  blame  of  all  the  cruelty,  as  it  is  called,  <i[ 
the  law,  ii  thrown  upon  the  Judges.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
inclined  to  join  in  this  cry  ■  In  matters  of  rmum  and  tuum, 
the  Judges  have  uniformly  been  right.  I  believe  that  the 
laws  of  England  l^ave  been  digested  by  as  learned  and  as 
humane  Judges,  as  those  of  any  country.  The  lav 
seems  to  me,  in  its  great  and  general  features,  to  be  as 
wise  and  as  humane  as  the  fallibility  of  liuman  nature 
will  allow.  Yet,  here  we  are  called  upon  to  break 
up  the  whole  system  of  execution  lawn,  and  adopt  a  new 
and  undigested  system  \  a  system  which  be  believed 
would  injure  the  defendant  for  whose  benefit  its  fHuncrs 
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intended  iL  Under  such  convicUona,  he  mOBt  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  B&RIUEN  did  not  rise,  he  said,  to  discuss  the  sub. 
ject  at  this  time  ;  but  having  invited  the  aid  of  this  ho* 
norable  body,  in  maturing  the  bill,  and  in  remedying  its 
faults,  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  had  made  that  invitation, 
he  would  now  avail  himself  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  South  Carolina.  He  woul^  therefore,  offer 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  a  proviso  that  it  should  not, 
as  rerarda  meane  or  final  process,  be  construed  to  affect 
the  nghts  of  the  United  States,  in  suits  brought  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  debts.  In  order  to  meet  another 
objection,  he  would  propose  that,  when  the  issue  was 
made  up,  according  to  the  proviuons  of  tbe  6tk  section, 
execution  should  issue  against  the  body  of  the  defendant, 
ap  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Mr.  COBB  observed,  that  it  struck  him  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  his  colleague  did  not  go  fu  enough, 
lliere  were  other  suits  brought  aguinat  debtors  by  the 
United  States,  beudes  those  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
debts.  He  alluded  particularly  to  suits  brought  against 
disbursing  officers  for  defalcation,  which  were  the  most 
important  suits  brought  by  the  Government,  and  embrac- 
ed  a  very  large  amount.  He  therefore  thought  an  addi< 
tional  clause  should  be  added  to  the  amendment  now 
offered. 

Mr.  BEBKIEN  said  that  there  waa  no  necesnty  for 
such  a  provision,  as  it  was  made  in  another  part  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment jnst  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  It 
would  have  vhe  obvious  effect  to  place  the  United  States 
on  better  footing  than  other  individuals  would  enjoy. 
Considering  this  principle  at  variance  with  the  tone  and 
spirit  of  the  bill,  he  would  never  give  it  his  assent.  He 
was  in  favor  of  tiie  bill  in  its  general  principles ;  and  even 
with  tills  provinun  he  might  rote  for  it :  but,  he  di<l  not 
vi^  to.have  it  understood  that  in  doing  so,  he  was  will- 
ing to  make  a  reservation  in  favor  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  it  was  the  practice  to  make  a 
distinction  in  favor  of  the  Government  between  debts  due 
to  it,  and  debts  due  to  citisens.  The  whole  history  of 
the  Government  shewed  that  evety  endeavor  was  made 
to  ftcilitate  the  collection  <^  the  revenue,  until  it  had  be< 
come  the  aettlfid  policy  of  the  Govemment  There  waa 
a  statute  now  in  roree.  by  which  an  officer  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment uas  empowered  to  issue  a  distress  warrant  on  a 
perfectly  ex  por/e  process.  It  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as  highly  improper  to  attempt  to  innovate  upon 
yhat  has  become  the  established  policy  of  the  country ; 
and  certainly  it  woidd  have  been  inexpedient,  in  offering 
a  bill  ciMitaining  new  principles,  to  interfere  with  any  fa- 
cility given  CO  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which  had 
become  engrafted  permanently  on  our  Bnancial  system. 

Mr.  BKANCM  satd  that  he  h^d  a  few  remarks  to  make 
on  the  amendment  nrojiosed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  He  certainly  could  not  agree  With  him  Was 
it  intended  to  do  more  in  passing  this  bill  than  make  an 
experiment  f  Waa  it  not  tite  moral  effect  which  was  de- 
signed to  be  produced  i  And  if  so,  should  the  Senate 
sanction  a  principle  at  once  partial  and  unjust  ?  If  tlie 
example  were  to  produce  any  benefit,  tbe  practice  of  the 
plan  proposed  in  the  bill  ought  to  begin  with  the  Gene- 
l  al  Government.  It  wh»  not  for  Congress  to  say  to  the 
States,  "Pluck  the  mote  from  yo\ir  eye,"  and  still  che- 
rish the  beam  in  its  owi^.  Should  they,  Vike  the  profli- 
gate divine,  say,  "  Do  as  I  du,  and  not  as  1  say  ?"  If,  as 
is  5aid,  it  is  the  poUcy  of  the.Government  to  aswme  a  pri- 
vilege which  does  not  extend  to  other  crediton^  then 
That  policy  ought  to  be  altered.  Let  our  reform  bcpn 
at  home.  Let  Congress  approve,  by  practice,  the  de- 
claration wbi^  is  made  in  this  bill,  that  imprisoament 


for  debt  is  ille^  and  en^.  He  mre^A  with  the  gea* 
Ueman  from  Ohio,  and  must  oppose  this  amendment. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  remarked,  that,  when  an  oflicer  of 
the  Govemment  appropriated  the  money  of  Government 
to  his  own  uses,  the  principle  at  present  acknowledged, 
authorized  an  union  of  equity  with  law.  to  effect  a  di«tri- 
bution  of  his  property.  This  was  done  to  operate  aa  a 
security.  But  now  it  was  proposed  to  cany  the  princi* 
pie  &rtber,  and  to  allow  the  United  States,  for  deb*^  con- 
tracted by  individuals  \idio  hccame  unable  to  pay  it.  to 
imprison  bim  summarily.  It  is  true,  as  the  gentleiDiu) 
from  Georgia  says,  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Govemment 
to  assume  to  itself  preferences  in  the  collection  of  its  re* 
venue.  But  it  was  immoral,  impolitic,  and  unnatural,  to 
allow  imprisonment  in  order  to  coerce  tlie  payment  of 
debts  by  persons  unable  to  meet  tliem.  If  the  system 
now  to  be  established,  was  to  miike  a  distinction  between 
misfortune  and  crime,  as  he  had  hoped  it  would,  then  it 
was  inconsistent  with  it  to  retain  a  clause  which  should 
still  disgrace  the  statute  book  with  a  principle  at  once- 
immoral,  impolitic,  andunnatural.  He  should,  theref<M*e. 
vole  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BERKIKN  replied,  that,  if  it  were  Uue  that  the 
principle  heretofore  established,  and  acted  upon,  by  tbe 
Govemment.  was  merely  a  species  of  security,  then  Uie 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  be  a 
good  one.  But  it  was  not  ao.  On  the  sUtute  book  would 
be  found  cases  which  could  not  apply  to  individual^  and 
could  not  be  governed  by  principles  similar  to  those  ap- 
plying  to  individual  parties.  He  would  allude  to  the  law 
tor  the  better  regulation  of  the  'i'reasury  Department,  in 
which  it  is  provided,  that  a  person  failing  to  pay  moneys 
due  to  the  Treasury,  may  be  incarcerated  until  discfiai^- 
ed  by  due  course  of  law.  He  did  not  defend  this  princi- 
ple i  but,  in  advocating  this  object,  I  lay  down  ]m>- 
position  that  tiiis  bill,  which  is  to  change  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Slates,  may  not  be  obstructed  by  any  at- 
tempt at  innovation  in  any  of  those  long  establiwied  prac- 
tices which  have  grown  into  the  settled  policy  of  ihe 
country.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say,  that  under  the 
present  Uw  there  had  not  been  instances  of  oppresrion 
that  would  have  disgraced  any  country.  He  was  anxious 
that,  in  attempting  to  afford  to  the  People  the  benefiU 
of  this  svBtenfi,  in  all  onUnary  eases.  It  nught  not  be  em- 
barrassed by  any  interference  witii  the  eatablished  regu- 
lations of  the  finances.  It'  gentlemen  were  disposed  to 
alter  the  policy  of  the  Government,  let  them  introiluce  a 
bill  for  that  purpose,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  go  safely,  he 
would  go  with  tliem.  But  he  would  not  advocate  any 
such  attempt  bring  engrafted  upon  this  bill,  which  was 
framed  for  other  purposes.  He  wished  this  hill  to  stand 
on  its  own  footing,  and  that  it  might  not  be  embarrassed 
by  the  introduction  of  propositions  and  plana  not  imme* 
diately  connected  with  it. 

lilr.  VAN  BUREN.  in  reply,  remarked  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia's  view  of  the  present  system  was 
perfectly  consistent  with  his  own.  He  acknowledged 
that  some  preference  was  necessary  in  tbe  collection  of 
the  revenue,  where  the  transactions  were  so  vast  and  mul- 
tifarious. The  UnitedStateswasallovvedtliesameprin- 
lege  over  the  body  that  individuals  enjoye<l.  only  that  the 
process  was  more  summary.  But  now,  a  new  era  was  to 
be  commenced.  This  bill  was  to  establish  a  new  princi- 
ple, and  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  the  unfor- 
tunate and  the  criminal.  This  was  the  whole  scope  of 
the  bill  now  under  considemtion.  And  should  they  stop 
short  of  thid  object  ^  Should  they,  in  mere  cases  of  debt, 
where  the  parties  were  not  able  to  pay.  allow  to  the 
United  Slates  the  liberty  of  confining  tbe  debtor  within 
the  four  walls  of  a  prison  ?  He  hoped  not :  for.  if  such 
was  the  case,  it  would  be  a  libel  on  the  bill  and  its  advo. 
cates,  and  convict  them  of  the  grossest  inconustency. 

Mr.  HAYNK  rose  merely  to  state  the  ground  upon 
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wikch  be  diotikl  give  bis  yote.  At  first  he  had  thought 
■tth  the  ^ntleiQsn  froni  Ohio but>  upon  further  reflec- 
lam,  be  rather  »pprove<I  tlie  amendment  He  objected 
tatbe  principle  and  (iperatioii  of  the  bilU  He  first  criiject- 
cd  to  it  as  applied  to  the  citizen.  If  he  vas  defeated 
these,  be  vas  a^inu  it  an  it  would  apply  to  tlie  United 
SturSf  Md  mainly,  becatise  be  believed  it  would  dimi- 
tfae  rerenue.  An  uawUe  tule  was  by  its  application 
maAa  M^tory.  And  he  believed  not  an  individual 
would  go  into  the  Federal  Courts,  if  this  bill  passed  ^ 
b«  vouU,  in  prefennce,  gY>  into  the  state  Courts  :  for, 
when  he  went  lata  the  United  States'  Courts,  after  the 
^cfcrjiant  had  been  deft.-ated,  the  plaiiitiflT  could  not  ^t 
foacMan  of  half  of  the  property,  because  it  wis  nut  at- 
tacfaable.  But  the  United  States  miut  go  into  the  Fede- 
nl  Osir's  >ad  sufier  tbe  same  inconvenienceay  which  he 
hciewJ  vould  result  in  a  great  loss  of  revenue.  He 
could  aot,  therefore*  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Tkc  question  on  the  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Bsa- 
■ox,  betai;  then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affitmatirc, 
ATCsaOy  Nays  18. 
Tbe  quesCmn  of  engrossing  then  recurred,  when 
Mr.  ROWAX  said  he  had  not  attended  to  the  provisions 
«f  4>c  billin  detail.  He  had  the  most  unqualified  confi> 
4eace  ia  the  noobera  of  the  committee,  who  had  examin- 
ed aadapprareddkeni.  He  was  in  favor  ofthe  object  of 
tbe  bill — die  aboGtion  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  He  was 
opposed  to  ijDfMuonment  for  any  civil  cause. 

Tbe  acts  c/iodividuals,  so  far  as  they  are  cognizable  by 
tbr  lawi^  are  divided  igtu  civil  and  criminal ;  ciiminal  acts 
MCtboK,  which  are  injurious  or  ofiensive  to  the  State  ;to 
Ibesbe  would  confine  imprisonment.  It  should  never  be 
Micledbyany,  but  the  government,  a%l  by  it,  formisde- 
■enov  orcnnoeonly.  lie  did  not  believe  that  indebted- 
am  was  either  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  ;  and  upon  the 
■ppcuidon  that  it  was  either,  he  would  never  consent 
Ml  dm  puniahroent  should  be  inflicted,or  that  the  ere- 
itbrtbottkl  inHictiC  Sir,  said  he,  the  relatioti  of  debtor 
w>d  creditor  is  an  accidental  one,  whicli  takes  place 
hemea  equals  ;  for  in  our  government  all  are  equal : 
Cfalj4ecure  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  livesr-their  JilKr- 
tf,  aad  their  proper^.  This  equality  lies  at  the  root  of 
RftfaGeanisni.  It  is  is  natural,  and  tbe  republic  was  not 
rawdto destroy,  or  impair,  but  to  preserve  and  protect 
at  Hence  the  explicit  guarantee%  by  the  Constitution, 
flf  txfiti  righta. 

Can  it  then  be  supposed,  that  liberty  which  ranks  in 
t^CoBStitatiah  as  it  does  in  the  intellit^nce  of  mankind^ 
out  to  ifc,  and  without  which  life  itself  is  scarcely  worth 
e^fOfM,  cai^  b^  any  law,  which  does  not  violate  the 
^laitatae constitution,  be  subjected  to  the  caprice,  tlte 
wUa.  or  the  maligiuty  of  those  who  may  happen,  in  the 
evep-myiof  condition  of  human  affairs,  to  become  credi- 
tors *  The  object  of  all  civil  regulations  is  to  secure  pri- 
me happiness,  finxn  private  encroachment.  To  secure 
^hidaalit  fivn  the  power  of  one  another.  It  was  to 
pnaote  the  happiness  of  all,  by  protecting  the  weak 
apiat  the  strong,  that  government  was  instituted.  But, 
by  petMiltiog  the  creditor  to  imprison  his  debtor,  yon 
eaooteract  and  defeat  the  great  object  of  the  social  inati- 
tattons;  Tou  surrender  the  weak,  to  the  strong;  for  wealth 
it  power,  and  poverty  is  weakness ;  you  deprive  every 
an,  whom  accident  makes  a  debtor,  of  hia  liberty.  In- 
stead of  appealing  to  the  constitution,  and  relying  upon  it 
Ar  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  lie  is  referred  to  the  ca- 
price of  his  creditor.  He  is  told,  tliat,  instead  of  relying 
npoB  the  strong  arm  of  his  government,  fbr  the  protection 
of  bis  Kber^,  be  must  invoice  the  clemency  of  that  man, 
whom  avarice,  parnmony,  or  accident,  has  clothed  with 
wealth,  and,  under  the  denotniiiatioii  of  hi.';  creditor,  arm- 
ed with  tbe  power  of  tyranny.  Thst  if  his  spirits  have 
betn  broken  by  bis  adversities  { if,  with  the  loss  of  his  for* 
tDw,  he  has  tost  bis  setf  respect,  and  is  prepared  humbly 


to  implore  tlie  indulgence  of  tbe  iM»efintanate,  but  per* 
haps  (TTcatly  less  meritorious  person,  to  whom  be  has,  by 
the  force  of  circumstances,  become  debtor,  he  may  escape 
imprisonment;  or  that  he  may  possibly  escape,  (tor  a  whUe 
at  least)  by  renewing  his  bond  for  tbe  debt,  with  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  interest,  as  a  moderate  equivalent  for 
his  gracious  forbearance. 

If  in  the  wreck  of  his  fortune,  tbe  debtor  Ims  been  left 
tbe  means  of  bribing  his  creditor,  or  if  some  friend  or 
neighbor,  moved  by  tbe  sympathies  of  a  kind  heart  will 
become  his  sponsor  for  the  debt,  swelled  by  the  inordi- 
nate premium  for  forbearance,  he  is  graciously  pemiittcd 
to  eiyoy  his  hberty  yet  a  little  lon^r.  So  that  the  debtor 
ia  not  t»rely  in  as  bad  a  wtuation,  in  relation  to  his  credi- 
tor,  as  he  would  have  been  without  the  aid  or  protection 
of  the  civil  institutions  i  but  in  a  much  worse.  In  a  stattt 
of  nature  be  could  have  related  any  and  every  encroach- 
ment upon  his  liberty,  to  the  extent  of  his  power,  even 
tothe  mfliction  of  death  upon  the  assailant  In  this  be 
would  have  been  justified  by  the  law  of  nature;  and  even 
now,  under  our  civil  code,  if  any  person  shall  attempt  to 
imprison  another,  wiio  is  not  his  debtor,  he  may  be  reust^ 
ed  even  to  death.  It  is  the  creditor  alone,  who,  by  our 
law,  is  authorized  to  imprison.  It  is  he  alone,  who  may 
reverse  the  laws  of  nature  with  impunity;  who  may  violate 
them,  not  only  with  impunity,  but  with  the  sanction  and 
aid  ofthe  civil  Uws,  and  their  machinery.  The  civil  laws, 
so  farfivm  protecting  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  tbe 
blow  aimed  by  the  disappointed  and  exasperated  creditor, 
at  his  liberty,  his  peacr,  and  his  happiness,  lend  their  vig- 
our to  his  ve  ngeance,  and  confer  on  deeds  of  private  malig- 
nity the  sanction  of  public  approbation.  They  point  tbe 
weapon  of  private  vengeuife  whhtbe  venom  of  publie 
scorn.  Misfortune  is  treated  ■«  crime,  even  worse  (as  he 
should  hereafter  attempt  to  shew.)  Calamity  is  aggrava- 
ted by  the  loss  of  liberty. 

The  theory  of  our  government  derives  all  its  captiva- 
lion,  (and  it  baa  much,  very  much)  from  its  regard  to  the 
equal  rights  of  its  citizens,  and  from  its  seeming  aptitude 
to  maintain  and  preserve  those  rights.  It  proclaims  their 
happiness  to  have  been  the  great  object  of  its  institution  t 
and  as  tbe  best  means  of  promoting  that  object,  it  guar- 
anteet  to  all,  and  to  each,  the  same  enjoyment  of  life,  lib- 
erty, and  property. 

Sir,  will  any  man  i<ay  that  tlie  pledge  given  in  the  con- 
stitution for  the  security  of  the  liberty  ofthe  citizen,  is  re- 
deemed in  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  portion  of  the 
community,  by  their  creditors. 

Will  it,  can  it  be  said,  that  tbe  practice,  under  tbe  con- 
stitution, conforms  to  its  theoty  i  Sir,  we  abound  in  po- 
litical liberty,  while  we  are  destitute  of  civil  freedom. 
Our  political  laws,  our  constitutions,  proclaim  us  the  freest 
people  in  the  world.  While  our  civil  laws,  so  fu  ftom 
conforming,  as  they  ought,  to  the  nature  and  principle  of 
our  government,  subject  us  toslaverj-.  Sir,  while  it  is  our 
pride  to  have  made  our  political  law — to  have  framed  our 
own  constitutions,  it  is  our  misfortune,  and  our  reproach, 
to  have  adopted  a  foreign  code  of  civil  law.  Our  political 
law  is  republican  ;  our  civil  law  is  monarchical.  We  won 
our  independence  from  England  by  our  valor;  asserted  our 
freedom  in  our  constitutions,  and  then  voluntaiily  became 
her  vassal,  by  adopting  her  bws.  Sir,  the  moat  important 
half  ofthe  revolution  remains  to  be  achieved.  We  must 
conquer  her  in  her  code  If  wc  do  not  ehe  will  conquer 
us,  through  tliat  medium.  It  is  true,  that,  since  our  inde- 
pendence, we  are  not  subjectas  a  nation  tu  her  laws.  But 
it  is  as  true  that  distributively  as  a  people,  we  aix-  still  sub- 
ject to  them;  and  imprisonment  for  debt  is  one,  and  not  the 
least  o<Uou8  and  oppreasrve  of  those  laws.  A  law,  however  * 
it  might  suit  the  constitiition  of  a  government  consisting  of 
kin^.  lords,  and  commoiwj  but  illy  suits,  he  repeati  d,  the 
genius andfepirit of ourrepublicaninstitutionsta  law  which 
he  coiwdcred  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  foul  blot  u" — 
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the  escutcheon  of  our  ^Temment;  »  blot  wh!d)  our  in- 1  would  have  been  degraded,  by  the  emptoyment  of  its  pro- 
terest,  no  lew  than  our  pride,  required  ub  to  vipeoff*  tone  cess,  in  the  gratification  of  the  mMignity  of  the  creditor. 


which  he  hoped  would  be  forever  oblitented,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill' now  under  discuAion. 

Sir,  let  us  look  at  the  practical  operation  of  this  thin^, 
oh  the  condition  of  society.  Do  not  one-half  of  our  citi- 
zens, the  ddttor  half,  hdd  their  liber^  by  a  courtesy  ten- 
ure, of  the  other  half  ?  It  is  worse  than  a  courtesy  tenure. 
In  that,  there  are  certain  facts,  which  give  certainly  to 
the  tenure.  But  in  this,  there  can  be  no  certain  criterion. 
Who  may  be  debtor,  and  who  creditor,  depends  upon  the 
ever  var>-ing  condition  of  human  alfsirs  and  human  agen-. 
cy.  A  man  may  be  creditor  to  day,  and  debtor  to-ntor- 
row.  We  are  told,  fhim  very  hlffh  authority,  "  that  riches 
uiidce  to  themselves  wings  and  flee  away."  No  man  know- 
eth  what  a  day  may  produce  ;  no  man's  condition  is'  ex- 
cluuvely  within  his  own  control,  if  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen  were  made  to  depend  upon  the  constancy  of  mu- 
tation or  change  in  the  condition  of  man,  then  indeed  it 
would  be  perpetual.  But,  as  the  law  now  is,  no  man  can 
make  a  contract^  or  incur  a  liability,  without  endanger- 
ing his  liberty.  He  is  constrained  tu  transact  his  business, 
OB  the  vestibule  of  the  prison  of  his  country. 

Sir,  can  freedom  be  predicated  of  any  society,  in  which 
any  one  of  its  members  may  oppress  any  other,  who  shall 
have  been  unfortunate  ?  In  which  the  want  of  Ewccess 
in  tlie  honest  pursuits  of  lite,  shall  draw  after  it  the  loss 
of  liberty  \  In  which  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  de- 
pend for  their  freedom,  not  upon  their  government,  but 
upon  the  discretion,  or  the  caprice,  of  the  prosperous  and 
the  wealthy  ?  Sir,  liberty  is  the  wealth  of  the  poor  man  % 
bereaved  i£  the  good  things  of  this  life,  he  has  nothing 
else  left,  with  which  to  console  himself ;  he  has  no  will  to 
make  \  he  batf  no  valuables  to  bequeath  to  his  children ; 
the  fruits  of  the  tnil'of  his  life  have  been  exausted  in  rais- 
ing and  educating  them ;  he  has  nothing  but  the  invalu- 
able, the  inestimable  boon  of  liberty  to  bequeath  to  them, 
and  -he  should  be  enabled  to  point  exullingly  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  code  of  his  country,  and  say  ti>  his  children, 
in  an  emphasis  of  triumph.  The  freedom  which  baa  been 
the  solace  and  pride  of  my  life,  you  will  find  there.  Guard 
it,  maintain  it,  vindicate  it  at  every  hazard  i  when  jyou 
shall  lose  it,  you  will  have  nothing  left  worth  presemng. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  that  there  is,  und  always  will  be,  in  this  and 
every  society,  a  iai^  portion  of  its  members  from  whom, 
wlien  you  take  their  freedom,  you  take  their  all.  What, 
let  me  ask,  has  the  honest,  but  unfortunate  man,  who  has 
been  deprived,  by  some  unfortunate  event,  or  sudden 
casualty,  of  the  means  of  meeting  his  engagement^  left, 
but  his  liberty  to  reconcile  him  to  life  .'  What  motive  has 
be  to  fight  the  battles  of  hia  country  \  How  can  be  be 
benefitted  by  her  victories  ^  Vanquished  or  victorious, 
his  condition  ie  the  same.  The  country  in  which,  and  the 
government  under  which  hi-  lives,  belongs  to  the  wealthy, 
not  to  the  poor ;  he  can  excl  um,  with  as  much  emphasis  as 
Cato  did,  "  this  workl  was  made  for  Cscsar." 

Mr.  President,  what  is  gained  to  crediturs  by  the  incar- 
ceration of  their  debtors  ?  The  debtor  is  not  employed  in 
reducing,  by  hia  labor,  the  amount  of  his  debt.  He  can- 
not be  aold,  hired,  or  disposed  of  for  money,  in  any  wny 
whatever  {  and  what  is  gained  to  the  public  by  his  im- 
prisonment ?  The  volume  of  industrious  exertion,  upon 
which  the  general  welfare  depends,  from  which  the  pub- 
lic prosperi^  results,  is  diminished  in  proportion  to  the 
.  number  of  persons  imprisoned  ;  and  mould  tiie  United 
States  be  engaged  in  war,  its  strength  would  be  diminish- 
ed in  the  same  pro}iurtion  ;  so  that  while  the  unfcHlunatc 
debtor  would  be  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  of  the  socie- 
ty of  Ilia  famtlv  and  trieiida,  and  while  hlsfumily  might  be 
deprived,  not  only  of  the  comfort  and  protection,  which 
his  presence  gave  them,  but  of  the  sustenance  wltich  his 
labor  afforded,  neiUicr  liis  credit<»  nor  the  public  would 
be  at  all  benefitted.   The  nuyesty  of  the  goveroment 


He  might  perhaps,  by  torturing  the  sympathies  of  the 
friends  or  relatives  of  the  debtor,  succeed  in  wringing 
from  them  the  amount  of  his  debt.  But  u  it  just  to  al- 
low him  to  extort  from  their  agonized  senubilities  the 
debt  of  their  unfortunate  friend,  a  debt  for  which  they 
never  received  any  consideration,  which  they  never  con- 
tracted to  pay,  and  to  the  payment  of  which,  they  were 
under  110  legal  or  moral  obligation  ?  Sir,  the  charities  of 
life,  and  the  sympathies  which  sweeten  its  most  endear^ 
ingreUtions,  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  experiments 
of  extortion,  which  the  unsated  or  exasperated  avarice  of 
creditors  miglitchoose  to  make  upon  them.  Government 
instead  of  lending  its  ener^es  for  purposes  so  unholy, 
should  elicit,  cherish,  and  protect,  those  Undly  working 
of  the  human  heart,  which,  as  they  are  above  all  moneyed 
estimation,  should  be  exempt  from  moneyed  exactions. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  of  instances,  in  which  tiie  ri^ts  of 
interment  were  denied  by  the  creditor  to  his  unfortunate 
debtor,  who  had  died  in  custody,,  until  the  debt  bad  been 
wrung  from  the  freah.  but  credulous  sorrow,  of  his  surviv- 
ing relatives.  But,  Sir,  the  effect  of  imprisonment  upon 
debtors  themselves  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  •  It  has  an 
humbling  effect.  It  has  a  demoralizing  effect.  In  every 
Republic,  where  the  will  of  the  people  is  this  governing 
power,  as  it  must  be  in  all  such  governments,  and  as  it 
ought  to  be  in  every  government,  care  should  be  taken 
not  to  pollute  its  sources.  Every  individual  in  the  Repiib- 
Ue  should  fbel  a  constant,  and  proud  consciousness,  that 
bis  will  formed  a  constituent  and  justly  proportioned  part 
of  the  governing  volume.  But  when  be  is  torn  from  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  and  of  society,  and  thrown  into  pri- 
son, denied  tlic  power  of  either  managing  his  own  or  parti- 
cipating in  the  concerns  of  the  public,  he  is  placed  in  an 
unnaturnal  state,  his  faculties  rust  for  the  want  of  employ- 
ment. He  may,  he  must  be  inactive,  but  he  cannot  be 
idle.  The  means  of  useful  or  virtuous  actions  are  denied 
him.  The  motives  cease  with  the  means.  He  either  be- 
comes spiritless  and  languid,  or  wicked  and  vindictive. 
If  tlie  fbrmer,  when  enlarged,  he  is  useless:  His  mind  has 
lost  its  elasticity,  its  apring,  its  pride.  He  is,  at  best,  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  bis  life,  an  inefficient  harmless  being. 
If  the  latter,  he  brings,  when  enlarged,  the  vices  of  the 
prison  into  the  bosom  of  society,  and  propagates  tbein 
there.  He  ia  mischievously  busy,  and  vindictively  active, 
during  the  balance  of  his  life.  The  prison  has  lost  its  ter- 
rors with  Mm ;  be  fears  it  less  now  in  its  legitimate  use,  as 
a  punidiment  for  crime,  than  be  did  at  first,  as  a  confine- 
ment fbr  debt :  and  he  is  more  likely  thereafter  to  be  a 
criminal,  than  a  debtor.  Sir,  our  citizens  should  not  be 
made  too  familiar  with  our  prisons  \  tiie  government  needs 
for  the  restraint  and  punishment  of  crime  ftll  the  ideal  as 
well  as  real  hoiTors  of  the  prison. 

Let  it  not,  Mr.  President,  be- overlooked,  that,  for  the 
punishment  of  all  the  crimes  which  can  be  perpelc^ted, 
civil  society  has  but  the  life,  the  liberty,  and  the  property 
of  the  offender,  upon  which  it  can  dispUy  its  punistiing 
energies.  It  inflicts  death  for  the  perpetration  of  trea- 
son, murder,  and  the  other  more  atrocious  crimes.  It  in- 
flicts confinement,  with  or  without  liard  labor,  for  shorter 
or  longer  periods,  as  the  punishment  for  all  tlie  subordin* 
ate  crimes  \  and,  God  knows,  they  are  numerous  and  grie- 
vous enough.  'Hie  government  is  under  the  necessity  of 
economizing  its  criminal  fund.  It  conasis  excluuvely  in 
its  power  over  the  life  and  hberty  of  the  citizen.  It  can 
act  upon  the  property  of  its  citizens  efficiently,  in  restrun- 
ing  and  punishing  inisdemeanors  and  minor  offences. 
Fines  and  amercements  should  be  employed  exclusively 
as  punishments,  or  rather  as  the  animadversions  of  go- 
vernment, upon  all  the  acta  of  ita  citizena,  which,  though 
reprehensible  and  injurious,  do  not  amount  to  crime,  and 
arc  dcnoBunated  tniidemeancrs  t  whi^  lire  the  result  of 
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faSSty  n^ier  thui  wickedness.  Civil  society^  therefore, 
cannot,  without  impoverishing  itself,  spare  to  creditors 
the  fiover  of  inipriaoning  .their  debtors  i  and  if  it  could, 
it  oiight  not. 

Sir,  the  more  a  State  enhances  the  sanctity  of  the  liber- 
ty of  Its  citizens,  in  their  own  estimation ;  so  mticti  the 
more  it  enhances  its  own  power  of  restraining  and  puii- 
Uung  crime  ;  and  what  is  uf  no  less  importance,  it  pro- 
M)te%  bjr  wo  madi  the  mine,  a  vigoroui  and  healthy  ac- 
tion in  the  body  politic.   Imprisonment,  mflicted  as  the 

Kmshmeiit  of  cnme,  loses  much  of  its  terror  and  its  force, 
,  the  CMwderation,  that  it  is  inflicted  imUscnminatel^ 
opon  the  innocent,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  guilty.  This 
circumstance,  vhile  it  diminishes  the  ignominy  of  impri- 
sonment, in  relation  to  the  criminal,  afrgravates  it  most 
mereilenly,  in  relation  to  the  debtor.  The  first  vi^wa  it 
vHh  lea  bonw,  because  he  sees  it  inflicted  upon  the  in- 
iMceat  I  the  ktter  abhors  it,  because  he  sees  it  inflicted 
upon  the  guilty.  The  use  of  imprisonment,  in  the  case  of 
debtors,  is  an  abuse  of  it  in  relation  to  criminals.  Hr. 
Prenden^  Kberty  is  the  jewel  of  a  republic  ;  it  is  the  gol- 
den cbun  which  connects  life  « ilb  property  :  without 
liberty,  property  cannot  be  acquired,  or  enjoyed  ;  life, 
without  liberty,  is  dull  mechanism  t  it  is  respiration  { it  is 
Tcget^n ;  a  t^ondition  to  whicli  no  Stnte  snould  permit 
any  afitsatisens  to  be  reduced,  but  upon  the  most  urgent 
neceiMly ;  in  a  repubtic  no  such  neseasity  can  cidst ;  on 
the  ccnbiry,  diere  is  hi  such  a  government,  a  necesHty 
tkat  inch  a  condition  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist ; 
Dotbii^  but  the  power  of  defending  itself  against  the  ef- 
fects of  crime  can  justify  imprisonment,  in  afreegovem- 
ment.  Freedom  is  a  mere  illusion,  a  mockery  in  ajijr  go- 
vemmen't,  which  permits  the  imprisonment  of  its  inno- 
cent citizens. 

Surely,  Mr.  President,  it  will  not  be  asserted,  by  the 
advocates  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  that  the  mere  act  of 
b^^  iodehted,  or  of  Uling  to  pay  a  debt,  according  to 
contact,  is  smme.  That  there  is  much  perfidy,  inwn- 
cerity.and  cren  fraud,  practised  by  many  debtors,. must 
be  ftdaiitted  by  erery  man  of  observation.  But  that  all 
debtors,  or  e%'en  a  majority  of  them,  are  fraudulent,  must 
be  denied  by  all,  who  are  not  prepared  to  blush  that  they 
are  men.  Sir,  the  facT  that  a  majority  of  mankind  are  dis- 
posed to  act  honestly,  in  their  transactions,  is  at  consoling 
to  the  philanthrmMst,  as  the  fiict,  that  there  are  some  dis- 
honest and  Aaudulent,  is  mortifying.  The  supposition 
that  a{]^  or  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  any  State,  are 
dishonest,  strikes  at  the  root  of  civil  society.  The  great 
compact,  which  binds  civil  society  together,  implies  con- 
fidence in  the  honesty  of  its  members.  This  confidence, 
which  sustains  the  social  fabric,  which  constitutes  its  foun- 
dation, iu  only  bans,  nins  up  through  all  its  mechanism, 
ud  governs  all  its  relations ;  it  is  matter  of  as  much  ne- 
cessity, to  presume  honesty  in  the  parties  to  an  individual 
contract  as  in  the  parties  to  the  sodal  compact.  That 
every  man  shall  be  presumed  to  have  acted  honestly,  un- 
til the  contrary  is  proved,  is  a  tnasim  of  as  mucli  applica- 
tion and  force,  in  the  political,  as  ttie  civil  code  \  it  is  na- 
tural and  necessaiy.  If,  upon  every  imputation  of  guilt, 
the  proof  of  his  innocence  was  thrown  upon  the  accused, 
conviction  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  impu- 
ynSoa.  Indeed  imputation,  or  rather  accusation,  would 
imply  eonriction.  Distrust  would,  of  course,  supply  the 
pMce  of  confidence,  and  sodety  would  be  instantly  dis- 
solred.  But  man  is  happily  so  or^nized,  that  the  path  of 
lib  interest  is  the  path  of  his  duty.  The  maxim  "that 
honesty  u  the  best  policy,"  has  the  foundation  of  its  truth, 
in  his  organic  structure.  It  has  the  sanction  of  his  judg- 
ment, not  less  than  the  bias  of  his  nature  ;  he  is  naturally 
selfish,  and  led  by  thit  principle  in  search  of  liis  happi- 
Bess  :  be  is  sodal  in  his  nature,  and  led  by  that  principle, 
to  regard,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  Imppineis,  that  of  hia 
ueigbbour  i  he  is  religioui  in- his  naturei  and  led  by  that 
Vofc  IV.— 4 


principle,  to  regulate  his  selfish  and  his  social  acts,'by  the 
will  of  his  Creator,  as  disc]one<l  in  the  volume  of  nature, 
brightened  by  the  great  torch  of  revelation.  How  absurd 
then  is  it  to  suppose,  that  indebtedness  implies  guilt  \ 
that  the  failure  to  pay  a  debt,  according  to  contract,  im- 
blies  frauds  That  failures  are  frequent,  is  admitted  ;  and 
what  do  they  prove  ?  Why,  that  man  is  a  frail,  impotent, 
short-sighted  being  \  controlled  by  circumstances,  instead 
of  controlling  them  )  that  his  misfertunes  are  more  nume- 
rous  than  his  crimes  i  that  he  is  oftener  the  victim  of  weak- 
ness than  of  wickedness.  Why,  then,  he  asked,  should 
the  catalogue  of  his  misfortunes  be  swelled,  by  superad- 
ding to  the  loss  of  his  property,  that  greatest  of  all  calam- 
ities, the  loss  of  iiis  liberty?  And  why  should  this  last 
and  greatest  evil,  be  aggravated  by  the  imputation  of 
guilt,  and  consequent  ignominy  ?  ^ 

Sir,  I  have  been  labouring  to  shew  that  guilt  ought 
not  to  be  imputed  to  debtors ;  tiiat  indebtedness  is  not  a 
crime ;  that  the  failure  of  debtors  is  not,  in  the  general, 
matter  of  choice,  but  of  necessity  :  but,  upon  the  suppo. 
«tion  that  I  am  wrong,  in  all  my  views,  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  to  be  indebted  is  a  crime  ;  to  whom,  let  me  ask, 
does  it  belong  to  ascertain  and  punish  the  offence  ^  Sure- 
ly not  to  the  creditor  !  The  public  interest  requires  that 
every  offender  should  he  punished  ;  and  juatic*:  requires 
that  the  punishment  should,  in  every  instaoce,  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  offence.  Now  the  guilt  of  the  debtor  was 
incurred,  either  in  contracting  the  debt,  or  in  fiuling  to 
comply  with  his  contract.  If  in  contracting  the  debt,  then 
the  creditor  participated  equally  with  the  debtor,  in  the 
guilt  of  the  transaction ;  for  it  takes  two,  at  least,  to  make 
a  contract — and  being  equally  guilty,  should  be  equally 
punished;  and  if  imprisonment  is  a  just  punishment  for 
the  guilt  uf  the  debtor,  it  should  be  inflicted  upon  the 
creditor  also  , — and  we  know,  from  observation,  that  the 
moral  guilt  of  the  creditor,  if  there  be  ^tin  the  transac- 
tion, is  frequently  greater  than  dial  of  the  debtor.  The 
credit  is  always  extended  in  the  h(^pe  of  gain,  and  not 
unfrequently  of  inordinate  gain .  The  debtor,  in  many  in- 
stances, is  led  to  contract  the  debt  by  the  urgency  of  his 
wants.  The  creditor  takes  advantage  of  that  urgency,  to 
obtain  an  extravagant  price  for  his  commodity,  or  an  in- 
ordinate usury  for  his  forbearance  ;  he  usually  pays  him- 
self, for  whatever  risk  he  incurs,  in  the  advantage  which 
he  obtains  by  tlie  contract  For,  Hr.  Prendent,  in  al- 
most all  conttacts,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of  the  cred- 
itors ;  they  are  the  wealthy,  and  weakh,  t  repeat,  is  pow- 
er. Now,  sir,  upon  the  »uppo«tion  that  the  debtor  has, 
either  in  contracting,  or  fiiiling  to  pa^  the  debt,  commit- 
ted the  crime,  can  the  creditor  be  safely  trusted,  to  inflict 
the  punishment^  In  thut,  as  in  every  other  class  of  oflen- 
ces,  there  arc  difTgrent  degrees  of  gtiilt. 

If  the  creditor  be  sympathetic  and  indulgent,  he  may 
not  imprison  his  debtor  t  if  he  be  avaricious,  and  his  deb- 
tor possesses  the  means  to  bribe  him,  (.and  even  Ceriwrua 
can,  as  we  are  told,  be  soothed  by  a  crumb,)  he  may  for- 
bear to  punish  him.  The  man  who  contracted  debt,  with 
the  most  fraudulent  intentions,  may  escape  punishment  { 
may  go*at  huge  and  enjoy  his  freedom,  while  the  strictiy 
honest,  but  unfortunate  debtor,  who  is  unable,  from  his 
poverty,  to  bribe  his  creditor  t  w,  whose  creditor  shall  be 
so  callous  as  to  be  unmoved  by  his  distresses,  oiay  be  torn- 
from  his  fiimily  and  thrown  into  a  jail.  Besides,  the  deb- 
tor and  creditor  are  equal  in  natural  and  political  rights  j 
as  men,  and  as  citizens,  they  are  eq\ial  i  their  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  is  accidental.  The  idea  of  permitting 
the  creditor  to  punish  his  debtor,  is  at  war  with  their  na- 
tural and  political  equality  ;  of  two  equal  bodies,  whether 
in  the  natnral,  moral,  or  political  world,  neither  can  con- 
trol the  other.  Punisliment  can  only  be  inflicted  by  the 
sovereign.  Coming  from  the  seat  ofthe  sovereign  power 
of  the  commonwealth,  its  effect  is  felt,  its  justice  ac- 
knowledged, and  its  power  revered  ;  coming  from  tbe. 
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hand  of  an  equal,  its  effect  is  lost,  and  its  power  conlem- 
nedanddefied.  The  object  of  all  punishment  is  refonn. — 
The  few  are  punished,  in  all  wise  ^vemn)ent8,  that  the 
.  many  may  be  restrained  and  reformed  ;  but  what  reform- 
ation has  been  wrought  in  this  country,  or  in  England,  by 
the  punishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  the  last 
three  humlred  years  >  To  what  extent  has  the  piilt  of 
incurring  debt  been  restrained,  by  permitting  creditors  to 
imprison  their  debtors,  during  all  that  time  ?  _  Sir,  imprison- 
ment for  debt  never  has,  and  never  will,  diminish,  mucli 
less  extinguish,  the  guilt  (if  guilt  it  may  be  called)  of  in- 
debtedness. I'eople  will  incur  debt,  whenever  they  can 
obtain  credit  t  and  credit  will  always  be  given  when  there 
is  a  hope  to  gain  by  It  When  you  can  extinguisli  the 
wants  of  the  debtors,  and  the  avarice  of  the  creditors, 
you  may  hope  to  extin^iish  debt,  and  not  till  then.  In 
fine,  you  must  extinguish  society,  you  must  extinguish 
man,  before  you  can  banish  this  guilt  from  the  world.  ^ 
Sir,  if  you  consider  the  debtor  as  a  criminal,  and  im- 

Eriflonment  as  the  punishment  of  his  crime,  you  cannot 
elp  perceiving,  tliat  the  punishment  is  as  unavailing  as  it 
is  unnatural  and  cruel.  But,  again,  if  it  is  a  crime  to  be 
indebted,  why  deprive  the  debtor  of  the privilege  of  evety, 
even  thi  most  abtwrred,  cultirit  t  Why  do  you  invert  the 
presumption  of  innocence,  wtiich  shields  the  accused  from 
punishment,  until  his  guilt  is  proved,  and  presume  him 
'  Sfutlty  without  proof?  btr,  when  the  debtor  is  imprisoned 
upon  original  or  mesne  process  i  even  the  hct  of  his  be- 
ing indebted,  is  not  ascertained,  is  not  proved,  nor  does 
the  law  require  any  proof  of  it, — it  takes  the  word  of  the 
creditor  for  that  fact ;  he  brings  his  suit,  and  directs  im- 
pritonmcnt,  if  bail  cannot  be  obtained,  and  it  is  done  ac- 
cwdingly.  Sir,  ts  there  a  people  on  earth,  lia^ng  any 
lore  of  liberty,  any  pretensions  to  freedom,  who  would 
submit  long  sjmI  calmly  to  such  a  state  of  things 

Again,  upon  the  ulmission  which  has  been  made  for 
the  sake  of  tlie' argument,  that  debt  is  a  crime,  the  debtor 
has  a  right,  under  the  constitution,  "  to  a  speedy  and  im- 
partial trial  by  a  jury  of  hb  peers,  from  the  vicinage,  to  be 
confronted,  by  the  witnesses  agwnst  htm,  and  to  compul- 
Bory  process,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  in 
bis  behalf."  But  the  debtor  is  imprisoned  without  juiy, 
without  trial,  without  the  proof  of  witnesses  against  him, 
and  without  the  privilege,  or  power,  of  adducing  proof 
of  his  innocence.  Now,  the  debtor  is  either  innocent,  or 
guilty  ;  if  innocent,  he  ought  not  to  be  imprisoned  ;  if 
guilty,  his  guilt  should  be  ascertained  and  established  by 
proof,  in  the  course  of  a  fiur,  and  impartial  trial,  accord- 
ing to  tlic  constitution  of  his  country,  hefi^re  he  diould 
be  imprisoned  ;  conviction  should,  in  all  cases,  precede 
punishment «  but,  whether  gtulty,  or  innocent,  he  should 
not,  with  or  without  a  trial,  oe  imprisoned  by  bis  creditor. 

Mr.  Prcrident,  we  are  UM,  by  some  of  the  opponents  of 
this  bin,  that  they  have  agreat  veneration  for  the  common 
law,  and  are  unwilling  to  make  the  innovation  upon  it, 
which  this  bill  contemplates  t  that  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  a  common  law  regulation,  which  has  existed  for  ages, 
and  been  sanctioned  by  the  intelligence  of  mankind,  dur- 
ing all  that  time  i  and  the^  urge  the  lonf;  continuance  of 
the  rule*  as  cpndusive evKlence  of  its  wisdom.  Sir,  it  is 
certainly  true  of  the  common  law,  that  it  is  a  very  ancient, 
and  a  very  wise  system,  and  that  its  antiquity  is  no  small 
evidence  of  its  wisdom.  But  has  imprisonment  fur  debt 
the  aotbority  of  tlie  common  law  in  its  favour  f  Is  it  of 
common  law  origin  ?  If  1  believed  it  was,  I,  like  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  advanced  the  sentiment,  should  be  slow 
to  question  its  wisdom  1 1  should  hentate  before  I  consent- 
ed to  abrogate  it  ( for  1  consider  the  comnwrn  taw  the  most 
perfect,  the  most  sublimated  system  of  rules,  for  the  con- 
duct of  man,  in  aslate  of  civil  sf^ciety,  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  historj'  of  the  world  j  a  system  which  defines  hisriglits, 
and  regtiUtes  his  conduct,  with  a  more  just  reganl  to  his  life, 
bis  liberty,  and  his  property,  tliaii  any  other,  which  has  ob- 


tained amongst  men  ;  a  sj'stem  most  happily  suited  to  se- 
cure the  personal  liberty  and  promote  the  happint-ss  of 
men,  in  all  the  conditions  and  relations  to  which  they  are 
incKlent,  in  a  state  of  civil  society :  the  only  system  which 
can,  without  the  violation  of  moilesty,  exult  in  the  boast, 
'*  that  it  is  the  perfection  of  reason.'* 

Sir,  I,  like  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  me,  clum  the 
support  of  the  common  law  upon  this  question  ;  the  gen- 
tlemen will  pardon  me,  when  I  telf  them  that  they  labor 
under  an  illusion  as  to  the  common  law  doctrines,  in  re- 
ference to  civil  imprisonment ;  it  knew  of  no  sucn  thing  t 
there  was  no  imprisonment  for  debt  by  the  common  law  j 
that  system  led  the  creditor,  in  relation  to  bis  debtor, 
upon  the  only  ground  which  he  could  justly  or  rationally 
occupy  t  the  (p^nind  on  which  he  bad  placed  himself  by 
his  contract ;  it  gave  him  access,  by  execution,  to  the 
property  of  his  debtor,  but  forbade  him  to  profane  his 
person  ;  it  not  only  did  not  permit  the  creditor  to  tear 
the  debtor  from  his  family,  and  immure  him  in  a  prison, 
but  it  exempted  the  beasts  of  the  plough  from  the  exe- 
cution of  the  creditor,  for  the  support  of  the  family  of 
the  debtor.  And  in  this  we  see,  not  only  the  reason  but 
the  humanity  of  that  wise  system.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  tup- 
posed  that  the  creditor,  in  the  contract,  contemplated 
the  body  of  the  debtor  as  the  fund  out  of  which  his  mo* 
ney  was  to  be  made  i  he  surveyed  the  condition  of  his 
debtor,  and  inferred  his  solvency  from  his  possessiiHU, 
not  from  his  person.  The  common  lawmted  the  person- 
al liberty  of  the  subject  above  all  price.  One  of  its  most 
bvorite  maxims  is,  "  that  the  least  corporal  punishment 
is  greater  than  the  greatest  possible  amercement."  tt 
would  not,  therefbre,  permit  the  creditor  to  take  the 
body  of  the  debtor,  instead  of  bis  property  j  to  violate 
his  Contract  by  the  violation  of  the  personal  sanctity  and 
liberty  of  his  debtor.  It  would  not  permit  the  debtor,  if 
he  were  so  disposed,  to  contract  for  his  imprisonment  » 
still  less  would  it  sanction  or  enforce  such  a  contract. 
Sir,  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  next  to  life,  was  the  fa- 
vorite of  the  common  law  ;  he  could  be  imprisoned  only 
for  crime,  and  in  that  case,  only  by  llie  sovere'^  power. 

I  repeat.  Sir,  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  so  far  from 
being  sanctioned  by  the  common  law,  was  unknown  t* 
if,  and  reprobated  by  its  spirit,  its  analogies,  and  its  prin- 
ciples. The  Senators  from  South  Car^ina  have  mista- 
ken, if  Jliey  will  permit  me  to  say  so,  statutory  interpo- 
lations into  that  system,  for  the  system  itself.  The  anti- 
quity of  those  statutory  inroads  upon  the  symmetry  of  that 
most  excellent  system,  was  well  calculated  to  superin- 
duce the  error  into  which  these  learned  Senators  have 
fallen. 

8b,  if  the  States  in  this  Union  Iiad  adopted  the  com. 
mon  law,  the  whole  common  law,  and  nothing  but  the 
common  law,  imprisonment  for  debt  would  have  been 
unknown  in  our  land,  and  they  would  have  possessed  a 
oode  of  law  as  favorable  to  civil  freedom  as  their  Consti- 
tutions were  suited  to  political  liberty.  The  common 
law,  before  it  was  defiled  by  statutory  innovations,  might 
have  been^admired  as  the  impenetrable  JEgi»  of  avil  li- 
berty. But  the  States,  in  adopting  it,  adopted  with  it 
the  statutes  of  England,  in  fUrtberance  (as  they  were 
miscaHetl)  of  its  provinons ;  and  the  great  misfortune  is, 
that  those  statutes,  and  the  judicial  interpretations,  or  ra- 
ther, in  many  instances,  perversions  of  them,  are  mistak- 
en for  the  common  law  itself.  Sir,  it  was  not  until  the 
reign  uf  the  third  Henry,  that  civil  imprisonment  was 
known  or  tolerated  In  England.  It  had  its  origiup  not  in 
the  intelligence  of  the  nation,  but  in  the  power  and  ava- 
rice of  the  barons  of  England.  It  was  not  invoked  by 
the  reason  of  the  people,  but  oblnided  upon  tliera  by  the 
aristocracy  of  wealth  and  title.  The  barons  of  that  reign, 
obtained  the  passage  of  .'.n  act  of  Parliament,  whereby  it 
wasordained  **that  badif1s,-or  stewards,  who  failed  to 
account  to  their  lords,  if  they  withiirew  themselves,  and 
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bad  no  Unds  or  tenements,  whereby  they  mi^ht  be  dis- 
Imned  upon  by  the  conriman  writ  of  attachment,  should 
be  attached  by  their  bodies."   Sir,  1  beg  the  Senate  to 
obierre  with  what  caution,  and  under  what  limitations, 
diit  monster,  dril  imprisonment,  makes  its  first  appear- 
ance : — none  but  barons  can  imprison — and  their  lord- 
ships can  only  imprison  their  fraudulent  bailiffs;  or  stew- 
ards, and  them  olily  whett  they  shall  have  embezzled  the 
money  of  their  lords,  and  failed  to  account  with  them  ; 
Hid  not  even  tlien,  unless  they  abscond,  having  no  l&ndn 
or  tenements.   The  reluctance  with  which  the  common 
lav  yielded  to  this  first  encroachmeot  of  the  power  of 
wealth  upoB  the  liber^  trf'thembject,  cannot  escape  the 
obaenration  of  the  Senate.  It  is  restnuned  in  its  applica- 
tion to  a  ungle  class  of  debtors,  and  that  in  very  special 
and  imposing'  cases  only.   It  is  accorded  to  but  one  class 
of  crediton,  and  when  the  poverty  and  paucity  of  the 
debtmvare  conndered,  in  contrast  with  the  number  and 
wealth  of  the  barons,  we  are  led  rather  to  admire  the  suc- 
cess of  the  resistance  made  by  the  common  law  against 
such  an  assault  upon  its  principles,' than  to  reproach  it  for 
jielding  to  the  inroad.   The  jealousy,  too,  which  it  dis- 
plsyed  in  constrain^  the  statute,  evinced  its  strong  aver- 
»n  to  the  odious  innovation.     The  judges  held  the 
baroni  to  the  very  letter  of  the  act ;  for,  if  the  steward 
bad  embezzled  the  money  of  his  lord,  and  refused  to  ac- 
count, but  did  not  abscond,  hccould  not  be  imprisoned  ; 
or,    having-  embezzled  the  money,  refused  to  accou  it, 
and  absconded,  he  could  not,  if  he  owned  but  one  aire 
of  hnd,  be  imprisoned  by  his  lord  t  a  concurrence  of  all 
the  requisitiuita  of  the  act  were  necessary  to  author'ze 
the  imprisonment.    It  was  vain  to  urge  that  the  bai'ifT 
bad  enjoyed  and  abused  the  confidence  of  his  lord,  bad 
embezzled  his  money,  refused  to  account,  and  had  lib- 
Bconded,  he  cmdd  not  be  Imprisoned  if  he  bad  left  one 
rood  ofUnd  ;  BO  regardful  was  the  common  law  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — so  averse  to  violate  it. 

Sir,  it  was  reserved  for  the  power  of  wealth,  in  a  more 
active  and  diffused  state,  to  give  more  extended  effect  to 
this  unhallowed  innovation  upon  the  liberty  of  the  sab- 
|eGt ;  the  wealth  of  the  barons  consisted  mamly  in  lands  : 
It  was  aa  inoperative  as  it  was  unwieldy.  The  love  of 
liberty  wHh  which  agriculture  inspires  its  practical  vota- 
ries, was  too  strong  to  be  extinp^iished  by  the  sluggish' 
power  of  baronial  wealth  ;  public  sentiment  wus  not  pre- 
pared to  sanction  the  perversion  of  the  powers  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  remained  for  ttw  more  active  power  of  commercial 
wealth  to  carry,  at  a  subsequent  period',  the  principle  of 
ifflpTisonment  for  debt,  one  stepfitrther  than  it  had  been 
pushed  by  the  infiiiencc  of  the  barons.  They  had  ob- 
tained the  power  of  imprisoning  their  bailiffs  only.  The 
merclkants  obtained  the  passage  of  an  act  of  parliament,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  autliorizing  them  to  im- 
priion  their  debtors.  This  matter,  Mr.  President,  was 
fHOt  up  and  carried  tlirongh  Parliament  as  a  tariff'  measure. 
That  weak  Hritice  seemed  to  have  entered,  most  heartily, 
into  the  views  of  the  coalition  \ — yes.  Sir,  a  coalition  be- 
tween the  barons  and  the  merchants,  to  humble  the  proud 
nirit  of  freedom  in  that  country-.  Uy  the  influence  of 
the  codition,  the  Parliament  taxed  the  liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject, to  promote  the  spirit  of  mercantile  enterprize,  and 
encourage  merchandize  in  the  kingdom ;  that  was  the 
avowed  reason  for  passing  this  lau .  It  was  in  the  pro- 
cesi  of  taxing  one  interest  to  encourage  another,  under 
coior  of  regulating  the  labor  and  the  interests  of  all  classes 
Ofthe  community,  thatthe  liberty  the  debtor  was  sa- 
crificed to  the  avarice  of  the  cteditor  i  the  freedom  of 
the  poor  tathe  cupidity  of  the  rich.  The  law  obtained 
by  tne  barons  against  their  bailiff's,  backed  by  the  con- 
centrated power  of  all  descriptions  of  wealth,  had,  by 
its  secret,  but  unceasing  operation  upon  public  sentiment, 
prepared  it  for  the  enactum  of  the  law  in  fiiror  mer- 


chants ;  and  the  passage  of  the  law  in  fiivor  of  the  latter, 
still  farther  prepared  tne  public  mind  for  the  passage  of 
another  law,  during  the  same  reign,  increasing  the  power 
of  the  barons  over  their  baiHffii.  By  the  last  Taw,  the  ba< 
ron,  upon  the  mere  fiulure  of  hisbailiffto  account,  could, 
without  any  thing  more  or  farther  on  the  part  of  the 
bailiff*,  throw  him  tnto-jail,  there  to  remain  in  irons,  until 
he  should  account  satisfiictorily.  But  the  barons  and  the 
merchants  were  not  the  only  wealthy  classes  in  the  king- 
dom t  not  the  only  persons  whose  wealth  entitled  them 
to  the  power  of  imprisoning  their  debtors  ;  the  people 
had  grown  familiar  with  civil  imprisonment ;  their  vene- 
ration for  liberty  had  abated,  in  proportion  to  the  fre- 
quency of  its  profanation ;  what  had  at  first  been  reflated 
by  all,  as  an  innovation  upon  the  common  law,  and  a 
grievous  encroachment  upon  their  liberty,  was  now  ad- 
vocated  by  all  denominations  of  creditors  as  a  remedial 
measure.  Every  creditor  asserted  his  right  to  the  same 
t'i^oT  of  remedy  against  his  debtor,  that  had  been  accord- 
ed to  the  barons  and  the  merchants.  The  barons  and  the 
merchants  had  no  motive  to  resist,  but  every  motive  to 
assist  and  second  this  claim.  But  still  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  were  unsubdued  in  their  spirit  t  but  their  love 
of  liberty,  although  shaken,  was  not  conquered.  It  was 
not  until  the  reign  of  the  third  Edward,  that  iniprison- 
ment  was  allowed  in  cases  of  debt  and  detinue.  It  was 
extended  by  an  net  of  Parliament,  in  that  reign,  to  those 
actions,  and  thus  the  law  stood,  until,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Seventh,  when,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  civil 
imprisonment  was  extended  to  actions  on  the  case.  Be- 
fore this  statute  none  but  the  htrofui,  the  merchants,  and 
plwntiff^  in  debt  and  detinue,  could  imprison  their  debt- 
ors' But,  by  tliis  statute,  imprisonment  was  almost  in- 
definitely extended  ;  none,  indeed,  could  escape  af^er 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  the  defendants,  in  acUoiig  of 
covenant  and  of  annuities  land  they  were , not  long  indulg* 
ed  wrthtliiaimaiunity;  for,  in  the  re:en  of  Ilenry-tlie 
Eighth,  imprisonment  was  extended  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  them  ;  and  thus  ended  the  freedom  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  after  a  stni^le  of  more  than  one  hun- 
tired  ami  fifty  years ;  a  slru^le  as  glorious  as  it  was 
protracted.  Mr.  President,  in  what  other  country  vcas 
such  a  conflict  ever  witnessed  ;  a  conflict  between  the 
aristocracy  and  the  people  of  a  State,  continued  for 
nearly  two  centuries,  without  intermission  !  The  assail- 
ants never  pausingin  theirpursuit,  while  any  thing  was 
lefl  to  be  achieved  by  perseverance ;  the  assailed  ne- 
ver  ceasing  to  resist,  while  any  thiiig  was  lefl  them 
to  defend.  Sir,  when  this  conflict  commenced,  the 
people  uf  England  were  free  \  their  civil  code  was  the 
freest  and  the  wisest  in  the  woi^d ;  their  political  code 
was  a  compound  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  republi- 
canism. 'I'he  common  law,  so  far  us  it  related^  to  per- 
sonal rights,  was  a  purely  republican  system,  and  suited 
the  representative  principle,  which  was  the  repiibhcan 
feature  in  the  political,  or  oi^nic  law  of  the  kingdom  ; 
such  was  the  effect  ^f  the  freedom  of  their  civil,  united 
with  tlie  representative  prindple  of  t!u*ir  political  code, 
as  to  make  their  government  practically  republican,  while 
it  was,  in  theory,  a  monarchy.  It  was  substantially  a  re- 
public in  the  mask  of  a  monarchy,  and  the  strong  and 
protracted  resistance  made  by  the  people  to  the  en- 
croachments of  the  aristocracy  upon  tlieir  liberty,  by  the 
infliction  of  civil  imprisonment,'  resulted  from  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  with  the  repre- 
sentative feature  of  their  government  \  and  of  both  with 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  man.  The  political  Free- 
dom of  England,  so'ftrlu  it  depended  upon  the  repre- 
sentative prmciple  in  her  constitution,  still  remsina,  but 
the  civil  freedom  of  that  country  expired  when  the  sta- 
tute of  Henry  the  Eighth  received  the  royal  sanction  ; 
from  that  moment  every  man  in  England  iwith  the  ex- 
ception v£  the  iioblc%  who  never  were  subjwt  t9  dvil 
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imprisoment)  hel<l  his  liberty  at  the  diicretion  of  his 
creditors.  Sir,  I  have  thus  briefly  attempted  to  rescue 
the  Common  law  from  the  imputation  of  having  inflicted, 
or  sanctioned  the  infliction,  of  civil  imprisonment  upon 
the  people  of  England.  1  have  done  this  b^  printing  to 
the  source  whence  it  originated,  and  shQwing  the  Ume 
and  manner  of  its  introduction. 

Sir,  tlie  acts  of  Pariiament,  to  which  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  House,  are  those  only  which  uripnated 
and  succe^vely  extended  the  power  of  imprisonment  to 
all  classes  of  creditors  and  to  every  species  of  civil  action. 
I  have,  Sir,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  overlooked  two  sta- 
tutes, passed  in  relation  to  civil  imprisonment ;  not  in  the 
spirit  of  the  acts  which  established  it,  but  to  mitigate  the 
rigor  of  that  spirit;  permit  me  barely  to  refer  to  their 
import  and  object :  they  were,  the  first,  an  act  requiring 
the  plaintiff  to  endorse  upon  the  process  the  nature  of 
his  .action,  and  directing  the  ofRcer  to  be  governed,  in 
th*!  service  of  the  process,  by  that  endorsement,  in  per- 
mitting or  reftising  bail  to  the  party  arrested.   The  se< 
cond  was  an  act  to  restrain  and  punish  the  abuses  which 
were  practised  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  in  carrying  in- 
to effect  the  provinions  of  the  first.    And,  Sir,  what  were 
the  abuses  intended  to  be  restrained  anil  punished  '  And 
who  were  the  officers  who  practised  these  abuses  ?  The 
officers  were  lawyers,  judges,  bailiff^  &c.    The  abuses 
were  their  oppression  of  debtors,  by  fhuid,  corruption, 
perjury,  bribery,  and  extortion.   Sir,  tiiey  are  recited  in 
the  preamble  to  the  law  j  lawyers  Empson  and  Dudly 
obtained  a  conspicuous  infamy,  and  the  infamous  death 
of  the  gallows,  for  their  oppressions  and  their  crimes,  in 
relaiion  to  cii  il  imprisonment  in  the  progress  of  its  esta- 
blishment.   There  were  other  person^  distinguished 
functionaries  of  the  government,  to  whom  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  make  special  reference,  who  also  expiated  on  the 
gallows  the  guilt  of  their  unholy  participation  in  the  op> 
pre'ssion  of  the  people.    Sir,  there  was,  as  1  have  stated, 
a  radical  discordance  between  the  civil  and  political  code 
of  England  ;  but  the  civil  was  made,  by  the  power  of 
wealth  and  of  title,  to  conform  to  the  nature,  spirit,  and 
principle  of  the  political ;  the  spirit  of  royally,  of  nobility, 
and  ot  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  which  characterized  the 
government,  was  infused  into  and  impressed  upon  the 
civil  &tdt  of  the  country'i  and  it  was  the  misfortune  of 
the  United  States  to  adopt  that  ^stem  after  it  lost  alhits 
republican  Hmplicity,  and  had  been  polluted,  in  the  man- 
ner 1  have  mentioned,  by  the  interpolations  of  aristocracy. 
Sir,  the  States  were,  when  they  adopted  this  sj'stem,  in 
a  condition  not  very  propitious  to  deliberate  scnitiny. 
They  had,  in  common  with  the  other  subjects  of  the 
monarch,  from  whose  tyranny  they  liad  but  just  escaped, 
beceme  fdmiliarwitb  civil  imprisonment ;  they  had  worn 
the  yoke  so  long  that  it  luul 'ceased  to  gall  them  (  their 
attention,  of  couiiw,  was  not  directed  by  their  sufferings 
to  the  consideration  of  that  subject ;  and,  if  it  had  been, 
they  had  not  leisure  to  consider  it ;  and,  if  they  had  pos- 
sessed leisure,  they  were  not  in  a  condition  favorable  to  the 
scrutinous  deliberation  which  the  subject  required  ;  they 
were  but  just  emerging  from  their  revolutionary  stnig- 
gles:  they  had  achieved  their  political  liberty,  form- 
ed their  free  constitutions,  and,  exhilarated  with  tlie 
joysinsepanble  firom  then' triumphs,  never  dreamed  of 
oppresMOn  from  their  civil  codes  ;  never  dreanietl  that, 
alltiough  tiiey  had  conquered  England,  the  civil  code  of 
England,  which  they  had.  adopted,  might  reconquer 
them.    But,  Sir,  that  is  not  now  our  condition  t  we  have 
,  leisure  for  deliberation,  and  are  unexcited  and  oug^it  to 
decide  whether,  while  calmly  eijoying  the  political  liber- 
ty achieved  for,  and  bequeathed  to  us,  by  our  revolu- 
tionary forefhthera,  we  should  conUnue  to  submit  to  the 
oppressions  of  civil  imprisonment  wbidi  they  could  not 
Essfully  resist. 

SiiHttBiMlS!^  leemedto  meitnuige  that  veihoukl 


be  so  willing  to  adopt,  and  incorporate  into  our  code,  a 
sybtem  which  was  obtruded  upon  the  people  of  England 
by  the  worst  influences  of  wealth,  aided  by  the  most 
corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  the  functionaries  of  the 
government.  A  system  that  discolored  the  history  of  the 
times  in  which  it  was  introduced,  not  less  by  the  oppres> 
sions  which  it  inflicted  than  by  the  corruptions  and  obli> 
quities  by  which  it  was  propagated  and  maintained  ;  a 
system  which,  while  it  is  sustwned  by  Uie  power  of 
wealth,  is  reprobated  by  the  reason  and  humanity  of  all 
mankind. 

Sir,  what  are  the  benevolent  associations  throughout 
England  ;  aye,  all  Christendom,  for  the  relief  of  impris- 
oned debtors What  the  daily  contributions  made  by 
even  the  poor  and  the  needy,  to  mitigate  the  horrors  tn 
imprisonment  for  debt  >  What  but  the  tacit,  the  unceas- 
ing rebellion  of  reason  and  humani^  agunst  this  wretched 
system  t  Sir,  we  exult  in  our  government  as  the  freest  on 
earth,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  free  man  within  it,  who  may 
not  be  deprived  of  his  freedom,  whenever,  by  any  of  those 
innumerable  casualties  to  which  all  human  pUns  are  inci- 
dent, he  shall  be  rendered  unable  to  meet  bis  engage- 
ments. We  boast  of  our  free  institutions,  and  yet  are 
continually  wliciting  and  bestowit^gratiuttes  to  rc^re 
our  incarcerated  fellow  citizens. 

We  refuse  to  abolish  imprisonment  fbr  debt,  while.we 
are  daily  weeping  over  the  miseries  of  imprisoned  debt- 
ors. Strange  infatuation ! !  We  would  pour  out  our  blood 
like  water,  to  vindicate  our  freedom  from  foreign  aggres- 
sion, and  yet  cherish  domestic  tyranny  t  as  if  me  loss  of 
liberty  were  not  the  same,  whether  inflicted  by  the  Cos* 
sacics  of  Russia  or  by  our  creditors  at  home,  kow  lonr, 
Mr.  President,  ts  this  fatal  illusion  to  lart  f  When  will 
the  people  awaken  'to  a  practical  knowledge  of  th^ 
rights  i  When  wiU  they  become  convinced  uiat  no  peo- 
ple can  be  ftee,  whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  tneir  go- 
vernment,  who  permit  imprisonment  for  debt  ?  When, 
Mr.  President,  will  they  leam  that  punctuality  is  not, 
cannot,  be  promoted  by  imprisonment  ?  That  a  jail  is  not 
the  beat  school  for  the  inculcation  of  correct  morals  f 

When,  Sir,  let  me  ask  emphatically,  will  they  learn 
that  the  fear  of  corporal  punishment,  if  it  operates  at  all, 
will  make  slaves  ot  those  on  whom  it  operates  That  it 
is  the  motive  to  action  with  the  abject  and  sUvish  only  * 
Sir,  let  me  ask,  with  increased  emphama,  when  they  will 
learn  that  the  moat  effectual  way  to  influence  freemen  is 
to  address  their  pride— to  appeal  to  their  conscious  self- 
worth  ? 

Make  panctuality  a  point  of  honor  with  our  citizens. 
Mr.  President,  and  there  is  nothing  within  the  scope  of 
their  utmost  eiietgies  which  they  will  not  achieve  to 
maintain  it.  In  that  way.  Sir,  you  will  cultivate  a  senti- 
ment, which,  while  it  promotes  punctuality  in  contracts, 
much  more  effectually  than  imprisonment  can  do,  will 
form  a  guarantee  for  the  continuance  of  our  free  institu- 
tions ;  and  upon  which  the  country  may  rely  in  emergen- 
cies, more  than  upon  any  physical  force  which  can  be 
arrayed  in  its  favor.  Sir,  let  us  not  forget  here,  and  let  it 
never  be  foi^otten  elsewhere,  that  the  strengUi  of  a  fre  i 
government,  consists  eaaentially  in  moral,  nut  in  physical 
force. 

Sir,  let  the  civil  retaliations  engage  the  affections  of 
the  people,  by  protecting  their  rights,  and  securing  them 
from  violence  and  oppression  of  every  kind.  Let  them 
know  and  feel  that  their  political  condition  cannot  be 
improved  by  the  substitution  of  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  they  will  give  perpetuity  to  their  own.  They 
aim  to  be  happy,  and  once  possessed  of  tliat  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  that  code  of  laws,  which  conduce  most  to 
the  attainment  of  that  great  end,  they  will  support— they 
will  perpetuate  them.  , 

But  they  cannot  be  happ^  in  a  prisont  Xhty  cannot  be 
happy  under  a  constant  liability  to  be  thrown  into  prison. 
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ney  cm  not  be  ti^py  unleaa  they  are  free  t  they 
cannot  be  free  while  they  are  Hable  to  be  imprisoneil  fur 
debt  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  it  is  necessary  to  the 
bappbess  of  the  people  ami  the  perpetuity  of  our  insti- 
tutions, that  imptisonment  .f<H-  debt  should  be  aboUslied. 
And,  Mr.  Preaklent,  vhat  valid  objection — valid,  did  I 
Bj— «hat  plausible  objection  can  be  aHeged  agunst  the 
Action  of  civil  imprisonment  i  It  is  sud  oy  one  gentle- 
iBsn  that  this  regulation  has  so  connected  and  intertwined 
ttietf  with  our  civil  proceedings,  that  we  cannot  well 
fbreaee  the  injuries  wnich  its  repeal  may  produce.  That, 
sot  seeing  the  exact  extent  of  its  repeal,  he  thinks  it 
better  toTet  it  remain.  He  would  prefer  that  the  process 
laws  of  the  Stalesshould  be  the  process  taws  of  the  fede 
z*l  ocNirts  in  tbe  States  respectively.    In  the  tatter  senti- 
ment [  coacw  with  him  most  nncerely,  and  shall  unite 
with  him  most  heartily  to  carry  that  sentiment  into  effect  t 
but  hi  the  former,  1  car^iot  concur  with  him.    While  I 
admit  that  civil  imprisonment  has  been  mixed  up  with 
the  process  lawa  of  the  several  States,  tn  a  very  great, 
even  to  an  embarrassing  extent  in  some  of  the  States,  1 
cannot  agree  with  him,  that  it  is  better  to  let  it  remain 
than  to  attempt  its  removal ;  nor  can  I  concur  with  him 
la  the  RMons  which  he  assiKiB  for  declining  the  attempt 
to  KiBOve  it    Sir,  although  this  bill,  if  it  ^outd  pass, 
cunotbaTe  tbe  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  tbe  States,  yet  it  will  deny  to  nie  General  Govern - 
rnent  tbe  use  of  civil  imprisonment  in  its  courts.  This 
will  be  a- banishment  of  it  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  I  calculate  much  upon  the  moral  effect  of  it 
in  tbe  State*.    Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to  the  sentiment  that 
an  exiating  evil  aball  nut  be  removed,  lest  the  removal  of 
itshoald  produce  greatert  government  itself  is  an  evil,and 
the  only  one  which  I  would  not  remove,  lest  greater  should 
foDow.    The  best  test  of  a  good  government  is,  that  it 
is  Hsetf  the  least  evil  which  the  people  suffer,  and  the 
only  one  which  they  are  obliged  to  puffer  ;  and  that,  con- 
fidmg  in  it*  they  may  safely  remove  any,  and  all  others. 
That,  Sir,  would  be  my  dehnition  of  a  good  government 
— of  a  genuine  repubhc.  What  would  we  say  of  the  wis- 
dom of  an  individiial  whose  face  was  deformed  with  a 
wait,whtch  threatened  to  become  a  cancer,  who,  instead 
of  removing  it  by  tbe  kntfr*  ahoul^  permit  it  to  remain 
until  it  had  become  a  real  eanceff  and  so  intertwined  its 
route  with  his  vital  organs  as  to  render  excision  imprac- 
ticable ^  he  forbore  tlie  use  of  the  knife,  fearing  that  its 
Bse  might  produce  greater  evils,  and  must  expiate  his 
folly  With  his  life.    Sir,  the  destroying  power  of  ulmost 
every  evil,  mora^  physical,  and  political,  consists  mainly, 
and  somewhat  mysteriously,  in  its  continuity.  The  comli- 
tioR  of  that  republic,  to  which  tlie  continuance  of  an  in- 
cambent  and  obvUnis  evil  has  become  necessary,  is  greatly 
to  be  deplored.  Let  as  then*  Mr.  President,  remove 
frnn  tbe  fair  fabric  of  our  liberty,  this  cancer,  civil  im. 
prisoomenti  which  deformsits  aspect,  and  will  corrode 
and  destroy  its  vital  structure,  unless  it  be  removed. 

The  on)v  plausible  ground  for  the  tolefation,  for  a  mo- 
mentf  of  civil  imprisonment,  is  its  alleged  coercive  effect 
upun  the  debtor.  But  that  is  utterly  fHlUclouB  i  for  either 
he  has,  or  he  has  not,  property.  If  he  has,  let  the  cre- 
diUH-  levy  his  fi.  fa.  upon  it  wul  apply  tbe  proceeds  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  as  for  as  they  will  go.  If  he 
bu  no  property,  then  its  coercion  mutt  be  vain,  useless, 
uid  cruel  t  so  that,  in  neither  case,  can  it  be  necessary, 
but  in  both,  must  be  (ruel  and  useless.  But  here,  sir, 
Imay  be  told,  that  the  debtor  may  have  no  property  ex 
ecpt  of  an  equitable  character,  such  as  bank  stock,  bonds, 
fcc  which  Cannot  be  seized  and  sold  by  a  li.  fo.  1  reply, 
>her  the  law  in  that  respect.  It  is  easy  to  do  so,  and 
iDueh  better,  wtd  ^nore  humane,  to  subject  tbe  equitable 
effects  of  the  debtor  to  the  execution  « the  creditor  than 
to  ai^ject  hit  body  to  imprisonment. 
I  ■»!  Mr.  PveMsat,  as  dear,  that  the  proper^  of  tbe 


debtor,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  legal  and  equitable, 
should  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  as  that 
his  body  should  not  be  imprisoned  by  his  creditor.  No 
man,  Mr.  President,  is  a  more  zealous  advocate  for  punc- 
tuality in  conlracu  than  I  am  t  but  I'  rate  personal  liberty 
too  high  to  subject  it  to  the  casualties  to  which  contracts 
are  necessarily  liable.  It  is  not  that  I  love  punctuality 
less,  but  that  I  love  fivedom  more.  I  would,  ttHveflH^ 
iHstantly,  reckless  of  the  consequences,  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt.  The  evil  is  so  much  greater  than  any 
which  could  possibly  follow  its  removal,  that  I  would  not 
fur  a  moment  hesitate  to  remove  it.  Indeed  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  evils  which  are  predicted  would  cer- 
tunly  follow,  I  would  invite  them,  if  I  could  not  do  bet- 
ter,  by  the  instant  abolition  of  civil  imprisonment  For, 
Mr.  iSesident,  who  would  not  exchange  a  greater  for  a 
less  evil  t  and  any  evil,  which  did  not  destn^  lite, 
would  he  less  than  imprisimment,  in  my  estimation. 

But,  sir,  I  apprehend  no  evils  fVomuie  passage  of  this 
bill ;  on  the  contrary,  1  anticipate  great  gooa.  What 
evils  are  to  be  apprehended  ?  None  certainly  that  cannot 
be  removed  in  like  manner,  by  the  legislative  arm  of  the 
Government.  And  for  what  is  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Legislature,  but  to  redress,  or  remove  accruinggnev> 
ances  ?  Sir,  this  pronenes  in  tbe  people  to  bear  witli  the 
ills  that  grieve  them,  nther  than  encounter  th<Me  of 
which  they  know  not,  has  led  to  the  loss  of  their  liberty, 
in  innumerable  instances.  Mr.  Preudent,  tbe  people  in 
every  state  of  civil  society,  whatever  may  be  their  exte- 
rior relations,  are  engaged  in  an  unceasing  strife  among 
themselves.  The  strife  is  between  the  wealthy  and  am- 
bitious on  one  side,  and  all  the  balance  of  the  people  on 
the  other :  between  the  few  and  the  many ;  the  few  to 
live  upon  the  labor  of  the  manj',  and  to  rule  them  t  the 
many  lo  enjoy  the  fruits  of  tlietr  own  labor  and  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  exercise  of  the  ruling  power.  The  wealth 
of  every  country  foils  eventually  into  the  hands  of  a  few. 
This  wealth  is,  of  itself,  power  t  office  is  power  {  wealth 
and  office  associated,  which  often  happens,  is  a  power 
difficult  to  resist.  In  tMs  conflict  the  many  have  the 
physical  force,  the  few  have  the  moral  power.  Sir,  the 
few  are  the  aristocracy,  the  many  iu>e  the  people ;  the 
people  are  confiding,  unsuspicious,  and  prone  to  bear 
with  things  as  they  are ;  the  aristocracy,  influenced  by 
the  restless  spirit  of  avarice  and  the  ceaseless  impulses  of 
uncliastened  ambition,  pursue  their  unholy  purposes  with 
a  perseverance  th^t  never  tires,  and  with  a  vigilance  that 
never  sleeps.  The  encroachments  of  the  aristocracy  are 
silent,  sinuous,  secret,  and  insidious.  The  people,  busied 
in  the  honest  pursuits  of  life,  and  struggling  with  itsca- 
snalties  and  inquietudes,  are  witluHittlie  leisure  to  detect 
and  often  without  the  power,  and  too  frequently  without 
the  inclinati'in,  to  resist  these  encroachments  upon  their 
rights  1  they  resist  only  when  they  are  agonized  by  oj)- 
pressiun,  :t>id  their  resistance  ceases  iisuully  witli  their 
Hiifferings  ;  they  hcvlt  pursue  and  exterminate  the  cause 
of  their  tifflictions.  The  assailincnt  of  their  rights  is  im- 
palpable and  continuous ;  such  wa-i  the  character  of  the 
power  and  of  the  operations  which  were  employed  for 
iie&r  two  centuries  in  subjecting  the  people  of  EngUnd 
to  civil  imprisonment  Sir,  it  is  this  power,  nn  matter 
under  what  disguise  it  may  present  itself  (and  it  is  always 
masked)  which  the  people  of  a  free  government  have  to 
fear,  more  than  all  the  other  powers  of  the  earth.  Sir, 
we  are  told  of  the  danger  which  civil  liberty  has  to  appre- 
hend from  military  chieftains  ;  such  alarms  are  the  usual 
stratagems  by  which  aristucmcy  lulls  the  suspicion  or 
diverts  the  attention  of  the  people  from  its  own  inaitUout 
encroachments  upun  their  libei^.  Sir,  this  aristocracy 
is  a  very  prolau  ;  it  is  no  w  a  harmless  dvilian  {  at  another 
time  it  IS  a  zealous  Christian,  a  ri^d  moralist,  a  great 
lover  ofjusttcei  again  it  is  a  great  patriot,  influenced  ex- 
dusTcly  by  a  pure  love  of  country  and  a  great  sed  to  pro- 
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mote  its  prosperity  and  happiness  ;  but  its  most  prominent 
characteristic  is,  an  ardent  love  of  the  dear  people  and 
their  dearer  liberty.  Now,  Sir,  all  experience  has 
proved  that  the  love  of  aristocracy  iowanls  the  people 
and  their  rights,  a  the  love  which  the  tif^r  bears  the 
kid,  or  the  wolf  to  the  lamb.  No,  Sir,  it  it  not  from 
m'ditary  chieftains  that  liberty  has  any  thin§r  to  apprehend. 
The  danger  lies  in  another  quprter ;  it  is  from  the  power 
of  wealth,  and  the  unholy  aspirations  of  unchantened  am- 
bition, that  she  has  cause  of  apprehension.  Do  you  be- 
lieve, air,  that  one  hundred  thousand  bayonet^  beaded  by 
by  the  most  distinguished  military  chieftain,  could  have 
fbrced  upon  England  this  wretched  system  of  civil  impri* 
sonment }  coutu  have  extorted  from  them,  by  force,  the 
liberty  which  was  filched  from  them  by  guile  ?  No,  Sir, 
a  people  in  a  state  of  civil  society,  enjoym^  freedom,  and 
animated  with  the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty,  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  any  open  assault  upon  their 
rights  ;  it  1  repeat,  from  the  secret,  8ly,Sn8idious  ope- 
rations of  aristocracy,  their  arch-enem^,  that  they  have 
every  thing  to  fifar.  Sir,  a  republic,  in  which  there  is 
the  Mvinf  and  abiding  spirit  of  fteedmn,  lias  around  it  a 
zone  of  mviolability,  a  magic  cincture,  (analagous  to  that- 
wbich  .surrounds  and  protects  matron  excellence  from 
tlie  approach  of  the  licentious,)  as  impenetrable  as  ada- 
mant. Sir,  such  is  the  shielding  effect  of  this  atmosphe- 
ric panoply,  that  neither  the  republic  nor  the  matron  is 
ever  assailed,  until  they  have  given  indications  that  they 
accessible.  Neitti'er  the  one  hor  the  other  is  assault- 
ed until  they  are  prepaml  to  yield.  When  the  people 
of  a  republic  become  too  efietninate,  or  too  corrupt,  for 
self-government,  they  invoke,  by  their  very  condition, 
rule  from  some  other  quarter  ;  and  none  but  a  chieftain 
can  accept  the  invitation,  because  none  but  suoh  a  ctia* 
racter  could  vindicate  his  right  to  rule  against  other  aspi- 
rants equally  embraced  in  the  invitation.  Sir,  they  can- 
not deprive  a  free  people  of  their  self  governing  power  ; 
they  can  only  rule  sucli  a  people  when  they  h»ve  be- 
come too  corrupt,  or  ton  efieminatc.  to  nile  tliemst* Ives. 

Do  you.  Sir,  does  any  intelligent  man,  btrlieve,  that  the 
people  of  Home  possessed  the  capacity  to  govern  them- 
aetves,  when  Julias  Ciesar  usurped  the  government  of  that 
commonweahh  '  No,  Sir,  if  there  had  been  virtue  and 
vipor  enouph  in  the  people  of  Itome  for  self  government, 
Cesar  would  not  have  made  the  attempt ;  ur  if  he  had, 
he  would  have  havejost  his  head  ;  not  Kome,  her  liberty. 
When  Cxsar  woadain,  (ful  Rome  resume  her  freedom  > 
No,  she  Iwl  lost  the  capacity.  Sir,  it  was  not  the  power 
erf  arms  which  enslaved  the  people  of  Kome  or  of  Eng. 
land ;  it  was  a  very  different  and  far  mure  dangerous 
power — the  sly,  .insidious,  unprincipled,  and  unceasing 
pnwer  of  aristocracy. 

Rome,  too,  sir,  had  her  civil  imprisonment ;  and,  by  the 
constant  exercise  of  it,  taught  her  people  lessons  of  vas- 
talitge,  which  prejiarcd  them  for  the  slavery  which  ensu- 
ed. Sir,  the  people  of  this,  or  any  other  Government, 
will  lose  their  reverence  for  personal  liberty,  by  seeing, 
constantly,  their  neighbors  or  friends  deprived  of  it. 
Borne  was  free  while  the  sentiments  of  her  people  were 
in  consonance  with  the  law,  which  forbade  stripes  to  be 
inflicted  upon  a  Roman  citizen.  Sir,  liberty  is  identified 
with  the  person  of  its  votary ;  it  is  inseparable  from  his 
person ;  it  is,  of  course,  personal ;  to  preserve  it,  ^uu  must 
maintain  the  sanctity  of  the  persons  with  whom  it  is  iden- 
tified ;  to  secure  the  jewel,  you  must  be  careful  of  the 
casket  which  contains  it.  Sir,  to  preserve  liberty  in  a 
republic,  instead  of  cheapening  and  degrading  it  by  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  tlie  highest,  tlie  mokt  sublimated 
notions  of  \)ersonal  sanctity  should  be  cherislied  and  cul- 
tivated. It  is  the  province  of  the  real  statesman  to  nuke 
the  frvUies  of  men,  in  a  state  of  civil  society,  subserve  the 
cause  of  their  liberty,  their  virtue,  and  their  happiness. 
Pride  Mid  rimi^  ntok  tmaag  ttie  wcakncMct  of  our  na- 


ture }  and  yet,  if  the  vanity,  or  the  pride,  of  our  citizen 
were  enlisted  on  the  side  of  punctuality,  who  can  doub 
of  what  wotdd  be  the  effect  ?  Sir,  the  punctuality  witt 
which  ^ming  debts  arc  paid,  is  proverbul :  this  punc 
tuality  ts  not  the  result  of  civil  imprisonment ;  fur  thns 
debts  cannot  be  recovered  by  law ;  whence,  then,  I  ask 
this  remarkable  punctuality  t  Sir,  it  results  from  thos 
proud  feelings,  from  that  nice  sense  of  honor,  which  it  t 
the  tendency  of  civil  imprisonment  to  blunt,  to  vitiate,  t 
obliterate.  Let  us  then  cherish  and  promote.  In  societ) 
those  sensibilities  from  ndiich  results,  so  felicitoua,  may  b 
justly  expected. 

Sir,  a  senator  from  8.  Carolina  [Hr.  Shitb]  has  told  ui 
that  creditors  arc,  in  the  ^neral,  merciful  and  sympathc 
tic  ;  and  that  they  do  not  imprison  their  debtors  cruelly  ( 
unjustly  :  the  wealthy,  he  tells  us,  are  not  tvrants.  Tli 
honorable  senator  judges  of  the  feelings  of  the  wealth 
from  bis  own  humane  sympathies.  And  1  am  willing  1 
acknowledge,  that  there  are  many,  very  many  instanct 
of  humanity  and  charity  to  be  found  among  the  wealthy 
but  these  can  only  be  regarded  aa  creditable  exceptior 
tn  the  indurating  effect  which  wealth  exerts  upon  th 
feeling  of  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  possession  < 
it.  Sir,  if  yon  dissect  aristocracy,  and  examine  its  coi 
stituent  parts,  you  will  find  the  classes  of  whidi  it  is  con 
posed,  avaricious  and  unfeeling  ;  there  may  and  will  b 
found,  in  each  class,  as  I  have  said,  numerous  and  bono 
able  exceptions  t  but  all  classes,  even  their  reverence 
where  they  are  upon  good  establishments,  are  influence 
by  the  same  unfteling  devotion  to  gain  and  to  dominioi 
which,  characterized  the  barons,  the  merchants,  tlie  lav 
yers,  the  judges,  and  other  nurslings  cf  fortune,  of  whoi 
I  have  spoken. 

Sir,  who  lias  not  read  of  the  tithe  cases,  and  who  doi 
not  know  the  causes  which  led  to  the  enactment  of  tt 
acts  of  mortmain  '  Sir,  it  is  a  remarkable  fiict,  that  tl 
laws,  which  authorized  creditors  tn  imprison  their  debtoi 
are  very  few,  compared  with  those  which  liave  been  c 
acted  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  which  have  been  inflicti 
iipoh  debtors  by  the  unfeeling  rigor  of  their  cre<litot 
I'he  great  fire,  which  consumed  London,  reduced  tn  p 
verty  and  destitution  many  thousand  honest  debtors  i  wh 
was  the  mercy,  the  sympathy,  displayed  by  their  cred 
ors  ?  Why,  instead  of  extending  indulgence  to  their  u 
furtunate  (lebtors,  and  softening  their  calamities,  by  gen 
rous  and  charitable  contrihtttiuuH,  they  threw  Ihem  in 
prison,  ami  continued  them  in  confinement,  until  tin 
were  released  by  act  of  Pariiament.  Shall  t  refer  tl 
gentlemen  to  another  instance  a(  the  sympathy  of  cred 
ors,  in  the  wretched  assemblage  of  lacerated  debtors,  i 
the  Mons  Saccr  at  Kome  ?  The  history  of  mankind 
but  .a  history  of  the  unfeeling  and  oppressive  conduct 
creditors  towards  their  debtors.  Hyou  want  to  find  sy 
patliy,  look  for  it  ainong  those  who  have  teamed  fn 
their  own  sufferings  tn  feel  for  the  woes  of  others.  S 
the  sympathies  of  the  heart  come  to  perfection  only  wli 
they  are  bedewed  by  its  sorrows.  Talk  not,  then,  > 
President,  of  the  mercy  of  creditors ;  it  is  cruelty,  it  is 
ranny  :  I  speak  of  it  as  history  exhibits  it :  but  if  it  wt 
not,  is  it  wise  to  have  our  citizens  dependent  upon  i 
mercy  oftheir  creditors  for  their  freedom  ?  Can  any  thi 
be  more  humiliating  to  tlie  debtors  as  men,  or  degradi 
to  them  as  citizens? 

Mr.  President,  let  me  repeat,  that  the  strength  o 
State  consists  in  the  number,  and  its  wealth  in  the  ind 
try,  of  its  citizens.  1  have  seen  it  state<I  in  one  of  i 
public  prints,  that,  during  the  laat  twelve  months,  fh< 
were  imprisoned  in  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Island  1( 
debtors.  Now,  Sir,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  remi 
ing  twenty-three  States  of  this  Union  were  no  larger  tl 
that  small  State,  there  must  have  been  25,200  freen 
imprisoned  within  the  United  States,  fur  debt  alone,  w- 
in  the  last  twelve  months.   Suppose  tbe  price  of  labu 
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be  fiftr  cents  pep  day,  »nd  snppose  their  confinement  to 
iTCWige  only  ninety  (ky»  in  each  year,  the  loss  is  9 12,600 
perday,ancl.  for  the  ninety  days,  it  is  }l,135,000-<  but 
suppose  that  number,  upon  an  average,  to  be  confined 
annuallr,  and  fur  the  whole  year,  then  the  loss  in  each 
yearwotiM  be  1 4,540,000,  and  in  twenty  years  would 
amount  to  the  enormous  stlm  ori90,800,(i00.    This  loss 
is  a  bh*  drawback  upon  the  ptiblic  stock.   Is  it  not  enop 
■rms  and  stained  without  any  competent  motive  on 
the  part  of  the  Gofemment  * — A  loss  which  tlie  Go%'em- 
BKnt  inflicts,  under  the  influence  or  the  power  of  wealth, 
upon  the  poor  and  most  meritorious  portim  of  the  com- 
nuntty,  and  througph  them  upon,  itself.    But  the  mere 
loss,  in  dollars  and  cents,  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  evil, 
when  compared  with  the  toss  of  liberty  inflicted  upon 
35,200  citizens  j  the  derangement  in  their  affairs  ;  the  ago- 
ny inflicted  upon  their  families  and  friends ;  and  last, 
thouj^  not  leas^  the  diminution  of  reverence  produced 
in  the  public  mind,  fw-the  liberty  of  the  citizens,  by  the 
constant  incarceration  of  them,  snd  the  conscq'.ient  ten- 
dency to  ^-asaaliige.    Sir,  your  jails  are  scliools  in  which 
the  science  of  shivery  is  taught,  and  exemplified  by  the 
imprisonment  of  debtors.  Its  efTects  are  only  not  alarming, 
becautt  they  are  not  seen  in  the  a^regate.  Could  they  be 
eshibit'-d  at  one  view,  they  would  shock  the  public  mind, 
and  awaken  the  empathy  and  indignation  of  the  whole 
csBunoiHty.   Hie  great  minority  of  the  people  reqidre 
bat  to  kiww  in  order  to  do  what  is  right ;  and  if  the^ 
could  but  see  even  the  one-half  of  the  misery  which  is 
duh-ioflicted  upon  debtors  by  the  merciless  rigor  of  their 
creditoni  there  would  be  no  difTiculty  in  abolishing  im- 
prisomnent  for  debt.    Mr.  President,  it  is  strange  that  the 
nuscries  of  the  imprisoned  should  have  engaged  the 
sttention  and  awakened  the  sympathiea  of  the  wise  and 
good  in  all  countries,  and  that  imprisonment  should,  not- 
irithttuiding^  be  'tolenited  by  almost  all  Governments. 
It  is  surely  no  small  argument  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of 
iraprisonmeTit,  that  the  miseries  of  that  condition  excited 
the  compassion,  and  drew  forth  expresnons  of  tenderness 
towards  the  imprisoned,  from  the  lips  of  him  who  spoke 
as  never  man  spake.    "  I  was  sick  and  in  prison,  and  ye 
viated  om  not,"  is  a  hmguage  which  ou|^t  not,  when  we 
consider  whence  it  came,  to  be  without  its  effect,  in  the 
consideration  of  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  barely  to  have  devised  the  means  of  mitigating 
the  safierings  ofiroprisoned  debtors  confenM  immortality 
upon  the  benevolent  Howard,  in  what  esthnation  ought 
the  creditors  who  inflict  those  sufferings  to  be  held  ?  And, 
in  what  estimation  ought  the  legislatures  to  be  held,  who 
conferred  upon  creditors  the  power' of  imprisoning  their 
unfortunate  debtors,  or  tolerated  its  exercise  '  Sir,  I  feel 
•oiiK  pride  in  being  able  to  say,  that  the  State  which  has 
hDnored  roe  with  a  seat  in  this  body,  has  washed  its  hands 
of  this  evil;  haS)  by  the  abolition  of  civil  imprisonment, 
given  fre<^oni  to  her  own  citizens,  and  to  all  who  shall 
come  within  her  borders. 

Mr.  Preudent,  what  is  the  connatency  of  that  legisla- 
tion, which  denies,  under  severe  penalties,  to  the  avarice 
of  creditors,  the  exaction  from  their  debtors  of  a  cent  be- 
yond the  established  rate  of  interest,  and  yet  permits 
tbem  to  imprison  their  debtors  ?  How  can  we  reconcile, 
on  the  part  of  legislation,  this  carefulness  of  the  prupeHy, 
aiu!  carelessness  of  the  liberty  of  the  debtor  }  The  laws 
agkinst  uniry  are  as  creditable  to  legislation,  as  those  in 
favor  of  civil  imprisonment  are  reproachful  to  it.  The 
first  secures  the  honest  uidustry  of  the  poor  and  the  en- 
teiprinng  against  the  merciless  encroachments  of  the  rich; 
the  Utter  &ubject»  tiie  body  and  the  liberty  of  the  poor  to 
the  avarice  of  the  wealthy  j  as  if  liberty  was  of  iess  value 
or  importance  than  property.  Sir,  why  is  otir  standing 
army  so  small  ?  why  are  we  opposed  to  having  large  stand- 
ii^  armies  f  Tou  tell  me  that  lat-ge  standing  armies  are 
dragcrous  to  Ubert}'  t  if  you  mean  any  liberty  but  that  of 


crediton,  I  tell  you  that  the  caution  on  that  subject  is 
unnecesrary  t  your  army  is  reduced  to  6,000,  while  25,200 
of  your  citizens  have  lost  their  liberty,  and  are  now  pining 
in  your  prisons.    Sir,  your  creditors,  the  arlsiocmcy  of 
the  countrj',  are  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  liberty  than 
a  standing  army  of  any  number.    Afraid  that  liberty  may 
be  endangered  by  a  large  standing  army  ! !  while  you  arm 
every  creditor  with  the  power  ot  depriving  his  debtors  of 
their  liberty  !  !  Afraid  of  the  tyranny  of  s-lanfe  standing 
army,  while  you  subject  the  liberty  of  your  citizens  to  the 
tyranny  of  exasperated  avarice  and  inflated  wealth  !  You 
are  careful  to  secure  the  liberty  of  your  citizens  against 
the  uncertain  power  of  arms,  while  you  subject  it  to  the 
certain,  the  tremendous,  the  resistless  power  of  avarice  i 
for  siirtly  that  power  is  tremendous  and  resistless,  which 
in  a  free  country  can  imprison  twenty-five  thousand  two 
hundred  innocent,  but  unfortunate  citizens  per  annum. 
What,  Mr.  President,  is  the  practical  result  of  all  this  care 
for  the  presertation  of  liberty  }   Is  it  not  tiiat  the  wealthy 
and  the  proiperoua  are  secured  in  their  liberty,  and  in 
the  power  of  depriving  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  of 
all  they  possess  *orth  preservingJ-their  liberty  ?  Sir, 
the  liberty  of  the  citizens  of  a  republic  should  be  subject- 
ed to  hazard  only  by  their  crimes.    It  should  depend,  not 
upon  the  caprice  of  individuals,  but  upon  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  State,  and  it  ought  to  cOst  the  State  the 
exertion  of  its  sovereign  enei^es  to  deprive  its  humblest 
citizen  of  his  liberty.    But,  sir,  with  us,  not  only  can  any- 
one individual  deprive  another  of  his  liberty,  but  there  a 
among  us  a  single  individual  who  can  at  any  time  deprive 
thousands,  I  might  say  millions,  of  freemen  of  their  liber- 
ty.   I  mean  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  it  can  furnish 
nearly  all  the  money  which  can  be  beneficially  emplc^ed 
in  our  commercial' and  other  agencies  throughout  the 
United  States.   Alt  who  employ  or  use  its  mon^  must 
be  indebted  for  it,  either  to  that  institution  or  to  those 
who  are  indebted  fgr  it.   It  is  easy  to  perceive,  not  only 
the  moral  influence  of  that  enormous  creditor  over  its 
debtors,  but  the  power  of  actual  incarceration,  which  it 
puscesses,  under  the  existing  laws.    It  must,  or  rattier 
may^  and  most  certainly  will,  exert  whatever  imprisoning 
power  it  may  possess,  and  choose  to  exert,  through  the 
mstrumentality  of  the  United  States'  courts  so  that  a  cor- 
porate person,  created  by  the  United  States^  may  impri- 
son ad  libitum  the  citizens  of  the  States  who  are  its  debt- 
ors ;  and  thus  the  liberty  of  the  States,  which  consists  in 
the  fi-ee<lom  of  its  citizens,  may  be  prostrated  in  the  im- 
prisonment of  its  debtors  to  an  indefinite  extent  by  this 
institution.    Ur.  Prendent,  this  eonsideration  ought  not 
to  be  without  its  weight  in  our  dehherations  upon  the 
effect  of  this  bill ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  overlooked  by  those 
who  contend  that  but  few  cases  can  arise  in  Uie  courts  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  which  its  benign  provluons  can  ap- 
ply.  Sir,  the  cases  may  be  innumerable,  snd  whether 
they  sliall  or  not,  depends,  unhappily,  not  upon  the  will 
of  Congress,  but  upon  the  will  of  that  bank. 

And  after  all,  Mr.  President,  what  is  gained  to  mankind 
by  civil  imprisonment  ?  Do  we  learn  from  the  history  of 
England,  that  the  people  were  more  happy,  more  wise, 
more  virtuous,  or  even  more  punctual,  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  civil  imprisonment,  than  before  ?  Not  at  all ;  so 
far  as  we  are  furnished  with  any  lights  on  that  subject, 
we  are  led  to  the  contrary  conclusion.  The  people  were 
at  Icsst  as  punctual,  as  virtuous,  and  more  happy,  before, 
than  since  that  period. 

The  aristocracy  of  England  had  motives  in  the  stability 
and  duration  which  the  laws  of  primogeniture  and  the 
doctrine  of  entails  gave  to  wealth  in  that  countiy,  to 
swell,  by  every  practicable  device,  the  volume  of  its 
power;  tliey  could  promise  themselves,  in' the  durable 
enjoj'ment  and  transmission  of  the  power  which  wealth 
confers,  some  equivalent,  however  unenviable  it  might 
be,  for  the  sacrifices  of  principle  and  of  feelio^  «-lueh 
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they  made  to  acquire  it ;  bot  with  us,  happily,  tliere  it 
not  et  en  that  poor  incentive.  They  couUI  liope,  while 
struggling  to  obtain  tlie  power  of  civil  imprisonment, 
that  they  ami  their  children  could  exercise  it  through  a 
long  line  of  succession  ;  but  our  constitutiona  have  wisely 
cut  ofr  alt  hopes  of  that  kind,  by  placing  an  irrevenuble 
negative  upon  the  aristocratic  doetrinei  of  primi^ni- 
turr*  entails,  and  of  perpetuities  of  eveiy  kind.  Our 
docttnne,  that  the  distribution,  division,  ami  muWion  of 
vealth,  is  the  bans  of  equality  and  liberty,  ou^ht  to  im- 
press  us  with  the  folly  and  shortsighledness  of  advocating 
civil  imprisonment  i  for,  with  us,  iIiobc  who,  to>day,  ei- 
ercise  the  power  of  imprisonment,  may,  to-morrow,  be 
themselves  the  subjects  of  it ;  so  that'in  the  lapse  oft^ 
single  century,  the  children  of  unfortunate  imprisoned 
debtors,  may  imprison  the  children  of  the  unfeeling  cre- 
ditors of  their  lathers.  We  ou^^ht  to  reflect,  that  while 
avance  and  the  bad  feelings  ot  the  htrnian  heart  prompt 
to  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  is  casualty  and  misfortune,  it 
is,  i«  short,  the  destinies,  that  prepmre  and  furnish  the  un- 
happy subjects  for  the  exercise  of  that  cruel  and  unjust 
power.  So  that,  Mr.  Preudent,  upon  a  rational  survey  of 
the  human  condition,  for  any  one  century,  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  people  of  a  Republic  will,  by  dvil  imprison- 
ment, have  tortured  themselves,  abridged  their  liberty, 
and  impaired  their  happiness,  without  having  at  all  im- 
proved their  general  condition  i  without  having  beccme 
more  wise,  more  virtuous,  more  happy,  or  more  punctual. 
They  will  not  have  gained,  but  they  will  have  lost }  lost 
greatly  ;  lost,  to  the  amount  of  alt  the  sufreri)igs,  and  all 
the  agonies,  which  had  been  thus  uselessly  and  unavail- 
in^ly  inflicted  upon  them  by  their  exercise  of  this  bad  im- 
prisoning power.  But  vbat  is  greatly  more  to  be  de- 
plored, they  will  have  lost  their  Ten.eratioQ  for  liberty, 
which,  in  all  Ifepubttcs,'  is  the  immediate  precursor  of  the 
loss  of  liberty  itself. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  another  consideration  which  ought  to 
have  great  weight  in  this  matter,  and  that  is,  tliat  the 
subjects  of  civil  imprisonment,  are  generally  the  most 
useful  and  enterprising  of  our  citizens.  The  people  of 
every  State  may  be  dirided  into  those  who  live  upon 
their  capital,  and  those  who  live  by  their  labor,  or  labor 
for  Uietr  living.  The  ci^iitalista  arc,  in  the  general,  in- 
dolent,'luxurious,  and  effeminate,  poasesaing  neither  en- 
ergy nor  enterprise  i  they  are  the  wealthy.  The  labor- 
ers, who  are  the  poor,  are  hardy,  resolute,  and  enterpris 
tug  ;  tliey  fell  the  forests,  subdue  the  soil,  and  spread, 
under  the  smiles  of  Providence,  plenty  over  the  land  i 
they, make  tlie  roads,  and  cut  the  canals,  which  so  essen- 
tially subserve  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  social  in- 
tercourse I  it  is  from  their  toil,  and  their  hardinood,  the 
commerce  springs,  which  enriches  the  public  coffer^t  and 
sustains  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  to  thtnr  ndor  we 
are  indebted  forthose  victories  which  have  thrown  around 
the  nation  the  halo  o/glo'ry  of  which  we  arc  all  so  justly 
proud.  Sir,  they  arc  the  gunwales  and  knee  timbers  of 
the  vessel  of  state  ;  they  are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
state  !  they  assert,  maintain,  and  preserve  that  very  liber- 
ty which  la  so  much  abused  in  their  very  persona.  Sir,  1 
do  hope,  and  1  rejoice  in  the  hope,  that  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  is  destined  to  bani^  this  monster  from  the 
General  Government,  and  that  the  States  will  follow  the 
example  and  banish  it  from  their  respective  Govern- 
ments t  and  that,  hereafter^  the  families  and  relatives  of 
unfortunate  debtors  will  not  be  compelled  by  the  rigors 
of  unfeeling  creditors,  and  tlie  connivance  of  the  law,  to 
abhor  the  Government  under  which  tbey  live. 

Sir,  I  fear  I  have  fatigued  the  Senate  ;  the  importance 
of  the  question  must  pleail  my  apology.  1  wdl  sit  down 
under  ttie  consolation,  that  I  have  been  advocating  the 
rights  of  the  unfttrlunatr,  aud  under  the  hope  that  my 
feeble  exertioin  in  tbeu-  behnlf  will  not  have  been  una. 
TiiUnif. 


Mr.  MACON  said,  that,  in  the  eye  of  the  law  and  of 
justice,  there  was  no  difference  between  the  debtor  and 
the  creditor.  They  stood  on  the  same  ground  of  right, 
and  deserved  protection  alike.  He  never  could  see  into 
the  justice  of  keeping  a  man  in  jail  when  he  had  given 
up  all  he  had.  If  he  did  this,  what  more  could  be  asked 
of  him  ?  If  he  is  put  in  jul,  what  can  he  do  f  He  can't 
work  ttiere,  to  earn  a  living  and  pay  his  debta,  unless  he 
happens  to  be  a  tailor  or  a  shoemaker.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  all  creditors  were  hanl-hearted,  nor  that  all 
debtors  were  fraudulent.  They  were  likely  to  be  fiiulty 
and  frail,  as  human  beings  always  were,  but  that  was  all- 

I  don't  intend,  said  Mr.  M.  lo  keep  you  here  long,  be- 
cause it  is  pretty  near  our  dinner  hour ;  allhougb  we  have 
a  little  time  left,  because  we  don't  get  our  dinners  until 
the  other  House  adioums.  But  tiiere  are  ftaudulent  cre- 
ditors, MS  well  94  debtors,  as  the  ^ntlemgn  from  Ohio 
said  the  other  day  about  some  claimants  for  land.  For 
instance,  how  many  fraudulent  men  are  there  who  go 
about  shaving  notes  ;  and  1  am  sure,  he  is  as  bad  wEo 
shaves,  as  he  who  gets  shaved— I  should  think,  worse. 
Then  how  many  men  are  there  who  lend  money  to  young 
people,  and  mjike  a  practice  of  cheating  what  may  be 
called  in&nts.  They  say,  '*  Oh,  your  parents  will  pay, 
rather  than  see  you  disgraced."  The  gentlenum  trom 
Kentucky  has  said,  that  there  are  1,900  prisoners  for 
debt  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Well,  it  is  said,  that, 
perhaps,  most  of  them  are  in  for  frauds.  But  suppose 
they  are  ;  ten  righteous  people  might  have  saved  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
gets  out  ten,  that  hia  bill  applies  to,  he'll  do  well,  I  am 
sorry  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  use  the  names  of  Jef- 
ferson and  Sumpter,  and  tell  how  poor  they  were.  I  do 
not  like  to  lepslate  under  the  influence  of  names.  If  a 
thing  is  right,  let  it  ^  for  such — if  nut,  get  rid  of  it.  I 
know  that  gambling  is  common  at  the  South,  and  ao  it  is 
in  every  other  part  of  the  country  where  I  have  been. 
But  the  gentleman  says  that  gambling  debts  are  always 

Ftaid.  Yes;  because  they  are  debts  of  honor  :  andlbe- 
ieve  many  men  would  sell  their  wives'  bonnets  tu  pay 
them.  It  is  stud  that  they  are  debts  of  honor.  Yes  i  be- 
cause a  man  who  refused  to  pay  them,  would  be  kicked 
out  of  the  soaety  of  his  associates,  and  nobody  else  will 
have  htm  :  so  that  he  is  obliged  to  make  these  debts 
debts  <^honor.  But,  it  is  said  that  this  will  operate  only 
in  the  United  States*  Courts.  Well  t  there  is  just  where 
it  is  wanted.  Every  man  is  known  in  ha  own  Stale,  and 
has  friends  who  will  go  bait  for  him.  Our  people  from 
the  South  chiefly  go  to  New  York,  and  there  they  can 
manage  pretty  well— but  it  is  not  so  eveiy  where.  I  al- 
ways thought  ttiat  Governments  were  made  to  be  rich, 
and  what  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  said  to-day, 
makes  me  believe  it.  Why  is  it,  that  we  can't  touch 
Bank  stock  f  Why,  because  it  is  held  by  the  rich.  It 
is  ii  kind  of  totter}'  that  they  deal  in  themselves.  Now, 
this  bill  will  remedy  tliat,  because,  if  any  man  puts  his 
money  into  bank  stuck,  he  will  be  coerced  lo  give  it  up. 
We  are  not  much  troubled  with  lotteries  at  Uie  South, 
tliough  we  have  a  great  deal  of  horse-racing,  and  many 
fine  race-horses.  And  for  my  part,  I  am  willing  that 
people  who  have  money  should  bet  upon  them.  The 
reason  why  this  bill  has  been  opposed  on  former  occa- 
sions, was,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc  ky  was  so  veri- 
willing  to  please  every  body.  And  he  reminded  him  m 
the  man  who,  endeavoring  to  please  all  he  met,  lost  his 
asa  for  his  paiii:i.  I  recollect  he  admitted  an  amendment 
to  gn  into  the  bill,  and  1  told  him  that  he  would  lose  it : 
but  he  was  so  anxious  to  carry  it,  tliat  he  wialted  to  make 
friends  to  it  by  allowing  all  the  propositions  that  were 
offered.  1  told  him  then  that  he  would  lose  it,  and  he 
did  lose  it— and  I  am  afmid  it  will  be  so  now.  I  did  not 
intend  to  s^  so  much  when  1  rose,  as  I  know  that  long 
apecchu'S  arc  seldoiu  welcome  uesr  dtmier  hwtx. 
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Mr.  TAZEWELL  sud,  that  he  nould  merely  suggest 
to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  a  question  would  naturally 
nise  as  to  wb«t  w«9  to  be  done  with  the  unfortunate 
bcii^  who  happened  to  be  imprisoned.   They  had  made 
wmnon  that  any  ono  who  should  be  knpnsoned  should 
be  deprited  of  the  benefit  of  the  prison  rules,  and  go 
wHhin  the  walls  cf  a  ptison.  He  felt  this  proposition  per- 
haps a  little  more  than  others,  because  he  had  a  few  days 
nnce  made  some  remarks  on  the  operation  of  the  law  an 
hia  own  State,  and  on  the  method  of  obtaining  process  on 
boded  estates.    But  the  answer  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was,  that  the  provision  applied  to  all  persons  who 
ao  mveated  thur  property  as- not  to  be  subject  to  execu- 
tion.   A.gainst  them  the  eapim  ad  aaiiifadmdum  was  to 
operate.  Thus,  every  person  in  Virginia  to  whom  his 
predecessors  bare  left  landed  property,  would  be  sub- 
jected to  imprisonment  in  close  Jail,  fur  no  other  crime 
than  for  being  the  heirs  of  their  fathers.   They  would  be 
placed  in  this  predicunent  for  no  crime  of  their  own,  but 
for  the  law  under  which  they  happen  to  live.   He  rose  to 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  this  was  ^e  operation  they 
faita^ded  to  give  the  tnll. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thanked  the  Senator  from  Virginia  for 
his  aid,  and  his  su^eslions.  It  was  in  no  idle  or  insincere 
•psiit  that  the  aid  of  his  coadjutors  had  been  asked.  I 
MuU  take  every  means  in  m^  power  to  consider  tliese 
sugvestions.  All  the  attention  ■  1  can  give  them,  they 
diaU  chim  from  me.  But  I  must  state,  that  the  object 
aimed  at  by  the  frvsnds  of  this  hill  in  its  plan  and  details, 
u  to  relieve  all  but  those  who  fraudulently  withhold  their 
petty  from  their  creditors.  He  felt  disposed  to  give 
coinideration  to  the  condition  of  the  Virginia  land- 
holdersj,  and  it  should  be  a  subject  of  his  closest  investi- 
gation. Bu^  as  the  hour  bad  arrived,  he  would  now  move 
ao  adjournment. 

Fbioat,  JajrvAKT  11,  1838. 
CAHAWBA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Mr.  VAN  BDREN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
owy,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  assent  of' Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Le^slature  of  Alabama,  incorporating  the 
Cahawba Navigation  Company,  without  amendment 

Mr.  KINQ  remarked*  that,  in  exphination  of  this  bill, 
he  would  mere^  say,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
considering  it  incumbent  on  them  to  obtain  the  assent  of 
Congress — in  which  he,  [Mr.  K.]  did  not  agree  with 
them — to  impiove  the  waters  within  its  limits,  had  in- 
structed him  to  introduce  this  bill.  The  waters  of  the 
Cdiawba  were  not  now  navigable,  and  it  was  highly  de- 
nable  that  the  obatnictiwis  in  thiU  stream  should  be  le* 
moved.  It  was  therefore  proposed  to  raise  a  toll  upon 
the  navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  he  did  not  know  Upon 
what  ground  the  consent  of  Congress  was  asked. 

Mr.  KING  further  explained,  that  the  Cahawba  was  a 
mall  stream  running  through  Alabama,  the  navigation  of 
w^h  was  necessaiy  to  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State 
to  transport  their  cotton  to  mai^,  and  bring  back  th* 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State  wished  to 
know  whether  they  had  a  right  to  levy  a  toll  for  the  im- 
fHT>vement  of  this  stream,  and  to-obtain  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  enterprise. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  the  same  bill  passed  the 
Senate  last  year,  but  did  not  pass  the  House.  It  involv-  ^ 
ed  no  new  principle.  The  compact  between  the  United  , 
States  and  the  new  States  had  restricted  the  Utter  from 
levying  tolls  on  the  streams  within  their  limits ;  and  it 
had  been  custoroaiy,  from  time  to  time,  to  {pve  the  assent 
of  Gongreaa  to  the  coUeetipn  <^  a  toll  on  waters  not  pre- 
viously navigable,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  improve- 
inentof  their  navigation. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
Vot.  IV— 5  ' 


IMPWSONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up,  and  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  being 
under  consideration,  on  the  question  of  engrosnng  for  a 
tlurd  reading- 
Mr.  BEBRIBN  moved  an  amendment  to  the  nxth  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  make  the  provisions  of  that  section  operate 
not  merely  prospectively,  but  upon  cases  of  actual  impri* 
sonment ;  whicti  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EATON  moved  an  amendment  to  the  7th  line  of 
the  10th  section,  by  adding,  after  the  word  "female," 
"or  male  of  the  age  of  70  years  or  upwards." 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  referred  to  the  fact,  that,  under  the 
existing  laws,  the  plaintiff,  after  obtaining  judgment,  ac 
quires  a  lien  on  the  estate  of  the  defendant  {  which  lien 
has  precedence  of  those  subsequently  obtained,  and  enti- 
Eles  the  plaintiff  to  be  pwd  before  those  creditors  who  af- 
terwards obtain  judgment  are  paid.  But  this  bill  takes 
away  the,  lien.'and  reduces  the  plaintiff,  after  he  has  en- 
countered all  the  costs  and  trouble  of  a  suit,  to  the  tame 
level  with  all  the  other  creditors.  It  was,  therefore,  oh- 
vious  that  the  bill,  in  this  respect,  required  alteration,  at 
least  in  phraseolwy. 

Mr.  BBRRIKN  sud  that  the  Senator  ftovn  VitgrnM 
would  not  have  made  this  objection,  had  he  fully  contem* 
plated  the  provisions  of  the  bill  The  case  presented  was 
this ;  A  vigilant  creditor  prosecutes  a  suit,  and  compels 
the  debtor  to  an  assignment  of  all  his  properh^,  and  then^ 
the  negligent  creditors,  without  cost  or  troubf^  come  in, 
sharing  rateably  in  the  fruits  of  the  fi»t  phintifi^  vigt* 
lance.  This  is  the  objection.  But  this  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bill.  The  bill  does  not  take  from  the  plaintiff 
his  lien  on  the  estate  fif  the  defendant,  nor  does  it  take 
from  him  his  priority  in  the  distribution  of  that  estate.  TWs 
construction,  Mr.  B;  sud,  would  he  found  cotrect,  on  re- 
ference to  the  provisions  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  did  not  think  that  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  had  put  a  right  construction  on  the  words  of  ^ 
bill.  The  lien,  he  said,  which  was  acqiured  by  the  judg^ 
ment,  was  barred  by  the  assignment 

Mr.  BERRIEN  further  expluned. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  was  not  satisfied  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  construction  of  the  Senator  from  Gewgia.  Of 
what  use  was  the  execution  against  the  estate  ^er  the 
assignment  was  made .  The  property  no  longer  belonged 
to  the  debtor,  but  to  his  creditors.  That  is  the  proper 
construction,  and  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill,  unless  its 
phraseology  be  altered. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  to  si^gest  that,  in  many  of  the  Stirtes, 
the  jud^nent  did  not  give  a  lien  on  real  estate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  the  bin  adapted  its  proririona 
to  the  existing  state  of  laws  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  the  bill 
left  the  State  laws  where  it  found  them.  Those  laws 
would  regulate  the  lien  given  to  creditors  by  judgments. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  said  he  found,  by  the  4th  section  of 
tlie  bill,  a  provision  for  fiHng  interrogatories,  with  a  view 
to  elicit  disclosures' as  to  the  value  of  the  defendant's  pro* 
perty.  But  he  did  not- perceive  that  these  disclosures 
were  to  lead  to  any  benetidal  end.  No  order  or  proceed- 
ing with  reganl  to  the  property  was  to  be  the  result  etf 
the  information  obtained  through  the  interrogatories. 
The  property  being  discovered  through  this  process,  was 
left  witlMut  any  provision  as  to  its  distribution.  The  In- 
quiry, therefore,  as  to  the  value,  Condition,  and  place  of 
the  defendant's  property,  appeared  to  him  to  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  the  inquiry  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  was  natural,  considering  that,  in  the  State 
where  he  resided,  all  property,  real  and  personal,  was 
subject  to  execution.  In  some  Slates  lands  were  subject 
only  to  be  exlendtdi  in  others,  they  were  liable  both  to 
extent  and  sale.  upon  inquiry,  b^  mcansof  the  inters 
rogMoriea^  it  ia  found  that  the  puUntiffbas  no  concealed 
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property,  be  a  exempted  horn  the  operation  of  the  ca. 
«u;  but  if  it  be  found  that  he  has  property,  and  K-eks  to 
withhold  it,  the  operation  of  the  ca.  sa.  revives  as  to  him. 
The  result  of  the  interrogatories,  then,  wilt  be,  that,  in 
those  States  where  land  ii  subject  to  execution,  ^e  p»rty 
can  take  out  execution  aninst  it,  if  the  defendant  has 
any :  and  in  those  States  wuere  land  is  exempt  from  exe- 
cution, the  party  pliunUff  may  take  out  an  execution 
i^nst  tbe  hoiy  of  the  defendant.  In  rq[ard  to  penonaJ 
property,  alto,  the  pluntifT,  after  the  discorery  of  the  pro* 
perty,  may  have  recourse  to  it,  or,  if  it  be  withheld,  to 
the  boily,  which  he  may  commit  to  close  confinement. 
The  plaintiff,  therefore,  in  case  of  the  discovery  nf  pro- 
perty withheld  by  the  defendant,  is  remitted  to  hia  origi- 
nal remedy,  as  if  this  bill  had  not  been  enacted. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  was  not  satisfied  with  the  explanation. 
)f  the  plaintiff*  incurs  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a  Chan- 
cer]^ suit,  to  ascertain  «;hether  the  defen^uit  has  proper 


be«n  recognised  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Kitting  in  that  State,  as  that  law  had  been  enacted  prior 
to  the  formation  of  the  ConstHatU>n  of  the  United  States. 
The  prison  bounds  in  Virginia,  therefore,  extended  to 
fines  issuing  on  process  of  the  United  States'  courts,  which 
was  not  the  case  in  other  States. 

'!"he  onfy  nteaiis  of  enforcement  is  close  confinement. 
In  the  cities,  particularly  where,  with  money,  society  and 
amusements  could  be  found  within  the  bounds,  imprison- 
ment is  nugator)-  to  Ute  rich.  They  may*  with  thotisaods 
in  possession^  live  in  ease  and  luxury,  in  a  merely  m  minal 
confinement.  This  bill  liOt  only  mitigates  impriaoument 
for  debt,  in  cases  where  the  debtor  is  honest,  but  it  has 
the  further  effect  to  render  imprisonment  more  efficient, 
in  cases  where  that  process  is  properly  used. 

Hr.  TAZKWELL  said,  that  the  bill  purported  to  miti- 
gate or  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ;  aiid  also  to  render 
such  imprisonment  infinitely  more  severe.    It  made  the 


ty,  is  it  proper  that  the  proceeding  sliould  there  stop  }  |  inheritance  and  possession  of  land  criminal,  and  punished 
Ought  not  the  creditor  to  have  the  power  of  securing,  in  j  it  as  such  ;  and,  peihapa,  (if  it  was  so,  he  should  Mcc  to 
•oroe  wa}-.  the  debt  due  to  Mm  ?  How  many  dc  btors,  i  have  it  avowed,)  it  has  the  further  purpose  to  force  a  re- 
after  final  process,  find  means  to  evaile  their  deb'.s,  and  peal  of  the  ancient  laws  of  the  State  which  he  represented, 
retain  their  property  '  The  interrogatories  were  in  the  j  The  gentleman  fhrni  Georgia  says,  that,  aftpr  judgment 
nature  of  a  bill  of  cUacoveiy  t  and  he  was  in  hopes  that ,  is  pronounced  against  the  Iwdholder,  he  ought  to  tell — 
thty  were  intended  for  the  double  putpoae  of  securing  this  might  do  in  a  State  where  a  lai^e  amount  of  money 


dw  righta  of  the  oeditor  and  the  debtor. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  intended,  when  up  before,  to  add,  in 
smwer  to  the  Senator  froni  Alabama,  that,  if  the  bill  pro- 

"  vided  that  all  property  discovered  by  the  courts  of  inter- 
rogatoriea  should  be  given  up  to  the  plaintiff,  it  would 
conflict  with  the  laws  of  those  States  where  lands  are  not 
subject  to  execution  for  debt. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  sliould  not,  be  said,  say  any  thing  in 
relation  to  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  thote  crecikora  whv 
have  gone  tiirough  with  its  double  process.  He  had  now 
risen  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  by  striking  out 

•the  9th  section,  which  pfovides  "  that  in  ul  cases  where 
the  body  of  any  person  shall  be  subject  to  imprisonment 
by  tbe  provisions  of  this  act,  such  person  sliall  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  prison  bt^iids,  and  kept  in  close  cutody 
until  dischatgcd  by  due  cou/je  of  law."  He  had  already 
stated  the  effect  which  the  provision  would  have  in  one 
State,  Vhpnia  t  and  gentlemen  from  other  parts  of  the 
countiy  would  )>pply  it  to  the  States  which  they  repre* 
•ented.  Hie  effect  of  the  provision  in  Virginia  wouW  be 
to  incarcerate  every  landholder  aued  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  To  inherit  laud  in  «  State  where  land  was 
exempted  from  execution,  was  made  a  crime ;  and  the 
debtor  landholder  must  ro  ioto  close  confinement. 

Hr.  BERRIEN  trusted  that  tbe  motion  would  not  pre- 
tail.  Tbe  principle  of  tbe  bill  it  to  secure  to  the  honest 
debtotexen^tionfroininipriBaninent.  Let  ua  take  a  ease 
and  tee  liow  the  bill  win  appljr  to  it.  A  debtor  has  land 
to  a  State  where  land  is  not  subject  to  execution  t  he  keeps 
his  property  in  this  manner  invested,  in  order  to  debar  the 


is  circulated,  and  where  there  is  a  great  demand  anA 
ready  aale  for  land  {  and  such  wa%  periiaps,  the  case  in 
the  State  of  Georgia :  if  it  was  so,  he  was  glad  of  it.  But 
such,  he  assured  the  gentleman,  was  not  the  case  in  Vir- 
ginia, nor  in  any  other  merely  agricultural  country  that 
he  ever  heard  of  But  who,  he  would  ask,  would  pur- 
chase the  land  under.Buch  incumbrances  as  the  bill  im- 
posed on  it '  It  is  tu  be  sold  subject  to  all  the  chtims  of 
all  Ilia  ereditm ;  and  who  will  buy  before  the  amount  of 
these  claims  arc  ascertained  and  fixed  ?  In  the  first  place^ 
the  debtor,  under  tlus  law,  though  guilty  of  no  fraud  nor 
folly,  is  imprisoned,  and  denied  bail  i  he  would  relieve 
himself  by  the  sale  of  bis  land,  if  he  could  sell  it,  but  that 
necewarily  requires  time  ;  and,  moreover,  noboily  will 
purchase  the  land,  for  reason  of  the  lien  on  it.  His  anxiety 
for  the  preservation  of  faith  in  contracts  was  as  great  as 
that  of  tbe  Senator  from  Geoi^ia.  Vides  servanda  est, 
was  a  maxim  whi^  should  |»eTMl  ui  all  public  and  pri- 
vate transactiont.  .  Pertonal  fibeity  was  vahiable  i  but  it 
would  be  purchased  at  too  dear  a  price,  if  acquired  at  the 
expense  of  good  tuth.  He  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  to  make  a  single  sQ^^stion.  If  a 
defendant  have  property  not  liable  to  execution,  but  bound 
by  the  judgment,  it  ia  aaid  that  be  will  be  subject  to  close 
confinement,  unlest  he  sells  or  assigns  bis  properly.  This 
(UAcul^  ^  not  in  feet  exist  Ifthe  proper^  was  toA- 
cient  to  meet  the  debt,  it  coald  be  sold ;  for  what  would 
I  hinder  purchasers  from  talking  it  at  a  fair  price,  in  which 
the  liens  idiould  be  included^  Wheoercr  he  relinquishes 


creditor  fh)m  his  claim  \  and  the  pl^ntiff  is  then,  by  this  his  property  to  his  creditors,  that  moment  he  is  free.  U 
bill,  remitted  to  liis  original  remedy  by  a  writ  o(  capiat  j  he  does  not  relinqutrti  it,  the  plaintiff"  is  reftored  to  bis 


adtatiafadendum.  Then  comei  in  the  9th  section  of  the 
bill,  providii^  that  the  debtor  shall  be  kept  in  custody 
till  he  shall  make  an  assignment  of  lus  property  tor  the 
payment  of  his  debts.  Is  it  his  firalt  that  he  is  tht.  iidie- 
ritor  of  lands  >  No ;  but  it  is  his  fault  that  he  witbhotds 
them  from  his  creditors.    Ifthe  debtor  was  fivodulent,  it 


original  rights. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  country 
to  dispose,  without  delay,  of  this  subject,  which,  for  ux 
jefars,' has  consumed  to  much  of  our  time.  In  the  first 
discussion  on  th's  subject,  it  was  contended  that  the  rirtus 
of  the  creditor  were  impaired  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill ; 

.    al_    v'lf  __j 


was  argued  on  all  hands  that  he  should  be  coerced  by  im- 1  it  is  now  swd  of  the  same  bill  and  provisions,  thut  they 
priaonment.  Where  property  was  not  secured  in  lands,  ■  give  too  great  a  power  to  the  creditor  over  the  debtor. 
It  was  sometimes  secured  by  covering  the  title  :  .md  did  j  Now,  Sir,  how  stands  it  ?  The  provision  objected  ttr,  is, 
net  concealment  or  cover  of  proper^  present  a  case  of ;  in  my  opinion,  the  most  sahitary  contained  in  the  bill,  and 
flvud  ?   In  all  lliese  casea  the  present  Uws  enable  u  debtor  !  both  debtors  and  creditors  would  probably  concur  in  tiic 


to  keep  hit  property,  and  take  the  benefit  of  tbe  prison 
bounds.  He  intitted  that  it  was  ric^t  that  debt<H%,  being 
able  but  unwillii^  to  pay  their  debta,  should  be  cuerced 


opmion.  The  provision  draws  a  distinction  between  debt 
and  crime.    It  subjects  no  one  to  imprisonment  except 

,  ,   those  who,  liavingUie  ability,  want  the  inclination  to  pay 

by  doie  confinement  wbttcver  may  be  the  laws  of  the  i  their  just  debts.  The  bill  pruvides  that  no  one  should 
Statea.   Tbe  insolveat  law  of  Viip^  had,  he  h^ered,  |  be  imprisoned  on  meme  process,  except  those  who  are 
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ftaodulcDt.  Suspicion  of  debt  is  not  Huule  punishable, 
•nd  cm  what  principle  of  bunnuii^  uid  equity  can  you 
puaish  a  man  on  mere  suspicion  of  any  crime  ^  The  nnftl 
process  is  also  objected  to.  ,  Whst  is  that  process  as  it 
■Unds  *  The  creditor  may  confine  the  debtor  till  the 
debt  i*  paid,  or  till  he  ts  dlschsrs^  by  course  of  law. 
TIk  bin  confines  the  debtor  unlU  he  has  surrendered,  for 
tfae  benefit  of  his  creditors,  alt  his  property  :  and  canyon 
confine  him  any  lunger,  except  as  a  punishment } 

T\ttn  haa  been  a  time  when  debt  was  pifnished  t  but^ 
in  this  and  in  this  countiy,  no  one  attempts  to  jostify 
impriMnunent  far  debt,  except  as  the  neam  of  coercion 
tofkyment.  But  what  avails  coerdon,  after  the  preperty 
oTOie  debtor  a  giren  up  /  The  legitimate  object  of  final 
process  is  then  attuned  by  the  bill.  He  would  also  con- 
tend and  sbow  that  this  object  was  more  fully  attained, 
than  by  the  existing  laws.  At  present,  in  every  different 
Statr,  wide  Cmits  were  secured  to  persons  committed  on 
final  process.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  jail  bounds 
extended  to  the  Cnuts  of  the"  countr.  The  rich  and  frau- 
dolent  debtor,  therefore,  goes  on  tne  liberties  t  and  lives 
in  esse  and  inckpendence,  wantoning  on  the  property  of 
hit  creators.  He  may,  perhaps,  for  a  little  wh%e,  lay 
■aide  lus  coach,  but  sot  always.  He  was  not  exclude*! 
from  society,  nor  from  any  luxury  which  money  oould 
pnoctire,  an^  he  supposed  nune  of  the  disgrace  uf  confine- 
nent.  I  ny,  then,  said  Mr.  V.  B. ,  tli&t  the  present  law 
for  imprisonroent  for  debt  does  not  apply  to  fraudulent' 
debrun  One  object  of  the  bill  is  to  extend  tne  rigors  ofcon- 
ftseincDt  to  them,  and  to  relieve  the  honest  debtor.  It  puts 
tbe  (tiibonest  debtor  within  the  four  walls,  and  l[eej)8  him 
there  tQl  di^race,  mortification,  pride,  and  interest,  shall 
compel  him  to  di^or^  his  ill-gotten  wealth.  To  ever>' 
cue  of  fnud  this  provision  applies ;  to  the  disbursing  offi- 
cer, wlio  is  guilty  of  a  double  breach  of  honesty,  as  an 
oficer  and  a  man  ;  the  execute,  who  has  betrayed  the 
■MMt  sacred  tnist  that  can  be  reposed  by  man  in  his  fel- 
lows I  to  the  attorney,  who  has  been  ftithless  to  bis  pro- 
fessibo,  and  to  the  confidence  of  the  community.  If  tbe 
Senator  from  Vli:ginia  had  confined  his  amendment  to  tlie 
particuhr  case  of  landholders  in  Vir^nia,  he  would  not 
nave  opposed  it.  ,  But  he  has  pushed  it  to  an  extent 
which  would  destroy  one  of  tbe  best  features  of  the  bUl. 
I  have,  nid  Mr-  V.  B-,  in  my  mind's  eye,  many  cases 
wherein  creditors  are  suiTering  all  tfae  evils  and  distresses 
«f  hfinest^,  while  their  debtors  are  luxuriating  in  wealth, 
within  prison  limits.  Tliere  was  no  wish  to  apply  the 
pravison  to  Virginia  landholders,  and  he  would  fur 
their  exemption,  if,  as  it  had  been  said,  it  bears Tii^hly 
on  thetn.  He  saw,  however,  no  difficulty  likely  to  arise 
fbm  their  case.  They  could  sell  or  assij^  their  lands, 
wd  thereby  become  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill. 
1(  after  judgment  is  obtuned,  Uiey  keep  thvir  property 
Melted  in  lands,  witli  a  viisw  to  defeat  the  clums  of  their 
oeAtors,  the  provision  would  apply  to  them. 

Ur.  HATNE  had  not,  he  said,  tlie  slighest  wish  to  pro- 
long iliediscussion.  He  rose  merely  to  state  a  fiict.  Th.: 
Senator  from  New  York  says  (bat  the  proviuon  uf  the  9lh 
KCtion  has  no  other  object  than  to  punish (rauds.  Now, 
*sid  Mr.  H.,  if  I  do  not  show  him  that  he  is  mistaken  as 
f^vis  this  bet,  I  will  abandon  the  whole  question. 
The  proTt^on  is,  "  that  in  all  eases  where  the  body  of  any 
P«nun  shall  be  subject  to  imprisonment  by  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  such  person  shall  be  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  prison  bounds,  and  kept  in  close  custody  until  dis- 
ehu^ed  by  due  course  of  law."  In  all  cases  tliis  clause 
is  to  openttt.  What  are  the  cases  Disbursing  officers- 
Are  all  tlicic  who  are  indebted  to  the  Government  frau- 
^leiit  ?  We  have  uurselves  pHssed  laws  for  the  relief  of 
many  of  them  from  theirdebtn  to  the  Government.-  Mer- 
chants who  owe  revenue  debts,  are  all  these  fraudulent  ? 
Their  prop.crty  is  exposed  to  the  winds,  waves,  and  the 
nvagu  of  fire,  which  oftentimes  disables  them  from  meet- 


ing their  revenue  bonds.  Other  cases  mentioned  were, 
perhaps,  propcriy  qualified  as  fraudulent.  But  there  is 
another  lar^  class  of  persons  to  wliich  the  clause  applies, 
who  are  gudty  of  no  ftaudi  he  njeant  those  who  keep 
their  property  so  invested  as  to  prevent  its  liability  to  atv 
tachmcnt  or  execution,  after  judgment  is  recovered 
against  them.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  re- 
citing this  clause,  used  the  words  '*  with  a  \iew**  to  pre- 
vent, &c.  Those  words  did  not  appear  as  a  qualification 
in  the  bill.  If  a  hmdholder  in  TiKiaia  becomes  liable  to 
tbe  clause,  the  gentlemwi  from  Ktw  York  sayt  be  miqr 
sell  his  laitds.  But  this  cannot  always  be  dune  imiiiB* 
diately,  if,  indeed,  it  can  be  done  at  uL  In  Vi^nis,  ff 
well  as  in  other  Southern  States,  lands  have  been  jtffiered 
for  sale  over  and  over  again,  without  finding  any  bidden. 
In  case  the  bndholder  &ib  to  sell,  he  must  go,  w^bout 
bail  nr  mainprize,  into  close  prison. 

Mr.  TAN  BUREN  explained,  ind  ivpGed  to  the  Senft- 
tor  l^m  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  In  tnmg  to  please  every  body, 
he  said,  the  committee  woula  please  nobody.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  bill,  in  its  original  form,  was  more  efficient, 
both  for  debtors  and  creditors. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  on  Mr. 
Tazbwbll's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Chase,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Noble,  Bobbins,  Rubles,  Tazewell,  Thoman 
White,  waiey.— 12. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bentop,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Ea- 
ton, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
King,  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Macon,  Harks,  Parris, 
Ridgeley,  Rowan,  Seymour,  Silsbec,  Smith  of  Haiyland, 
Van  Buren,  William^  Woodbiuy.— 29. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  offer  an  amendment^  but  said  he 
would  give  no  pledge  to  vote  for  tbe  bdl,  even  if  the 
amendment  was  adopted.  He  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  f  rst  section  the  words,  "  But  if  the  court  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  said  sllegations  are  not  well  founded,  it 
may  make  an  order,  to  be  entered  on  record,  dischsr^ng 
the  bftid  bail  or  securit}'  from  hu  or  iheir  suretyship. 
The  object  of  the  amendment  was,  he  stated,  to  relieve 
the  plaintiff  fttMD  the  delay,  expense,  and  embarraMment, 
of  trj'in^  the  issue  on  his  allegations.  The  trial  would 
necessarily  be  inconclusive  ;  for  though  the  judge  might 
decide  one  way,  the  jury,  on  the  main  issue,  might  ae> 
cide  in  another  way.  The  bill,  he  said,  provided  for  seve- 
ral trl:i1s  in  the  same  cause,  some  of  them  on  collateral 
point:,.  The  prospect  of  so  much  delay  and  embarrass- 
ment would  prevent  a  plaintiff  fh>Ta  prosecuting  tile  most 
plain  and  just  action. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON 
of  Kentucky,  KANE,  VAN  BUREN,  and  BERRIEN, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  WOODBURY. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  it  was  deeded 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  NOBLE  wished  to  liave  time  allowed  him  to  exa- 
mine ihe  hill  further,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  bearing 
on  tlic  Western  States.  He  wal  under  the  impression 
that  it  would  destroy  all  commercial  confidence  in  the 
West,  and  that  it  was  a  bold  and  ahtrming  innovation  on 
the  tan's,  usages,  rights,  and  interests  of  tbe  Western  peo* 
pie.  The  benefits  of  the  bill  were,  in  his  opinioi^  en- 
tirely visionary.  It  would  have  no  tendency  to  mitigate 
the  evils  resulting  from  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  but  would 
destroy  credit  and  confidence.  He  should  therefore  re- 
sist it.  He  would  stand  in  oppoution  to  it  if  he  stood 
alone.  Notwitbstanding  the  abuse  which  had  been  heap- 
ed upon  him  by  the  public  press,  on  account  of  his  oppO; 
ntiwn  t6  this  bill,  he  should  still  exert  his  eflbrts  to  pre- 
vent its  pafKige.    RegardUas  of  consequence^  be  dMuld 
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withstand  the  popular  current,  and  dischai^e  liis  duty. 
He  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Tuesday  nexl, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  JOHNSOJf,  of  Kentucky,  did  not  hear  the  reason, 
he  Hud,  which  the  Senator  from  In^na  frave  for  the  post  , 
ponement.  Those  near  me  inform  me  that  he  wishes  to 
be  heard  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  I  shall  with  great 
pleasure  listen  In  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill.  He  does  not  often  detain  the  IIoufc 
in  speaking,  and,  in  respect  to  my  willingness  to  hear  him, 
I  would  be  content  to  comply  with  hu  request  for  the 
pottponement  I  was  not  aware  that  the  ifentienian  had 
oeen  abused  in  the  public  prints  on  account  of  his  oppo- 
^tlon  10  this  measure.  If  he  has  been  misrepresented 
and  abused  as  he  complains,  I  assure  him  that  I  lent  no 
aid  to  it 

The  reasons  which  the  gentleman  has  given  for  his  hos> 
tility  to  the  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  contradictor}-.  In 
one  breath  be  says  that  the  bill  will  not  abolish  imprison- 
ment  for  debt,  and,  in  the  next,  he  says  it  wilt  destroy 
commercial  confidence.  The  gentleman  objected,  too, 
to  the  title  of  the  bill,  as  differing  from  its  chamctcr.  I 
■hall  be  very  glad  to  hear  his  argument  on  the  title  of  the 
bill.  While  he  denies,  however,  that  the  bill  will  abolish 
impriisonment  for  debt,  he  declares  that  it  is  destructive 
of  the  rights  of  creditors,  although  it  is  not  to  operate  on 
any  existing  contracts.  He  wished  to  give  the  gentleman 
an  opportunity  to  express  his  views;  but,  as  the  time 
Which  he  proposed  is  distant,  I  shall  vote  against  hia  mo> 
tion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  NOBLE  replied,  tliat  he  was  happy  to  learn  that, 
though  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  so  sensitive  on. 
the  subject  of  his  bill,  he  was  willing  to  listen  to  argu- 
ments in  opposition  to  it.  His  views  were  not  so  contra- 
dictory as  the  gentleman  supposed.  He  believed  that 
the  bill  would  help  the  Western  Slates,  poor  as  they  had 
always  been  i  and  the  case  of  the  1900  debtors  in  New 
Vorl^  who  were  not  to  be  relieved  by  the  bill,  would  show 
that  it  did  not  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  thinks,  however,  that  I  have  asked  for 
too  long  a  time.'  I  ask,  said  Mt*.  N-,  only  for  four  days  { 
whereas  the  gentleman  has  taken  six  years.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  hoped  tlie  bill  would  he  decided  on,  be- 
cause it  was  his  hooby.  He,  thank  God,  had  no  hobbies., 
Be  stuck  to  tlie  people.  The  people  asked  no  furors 
from  the  Government  They  had  not  asked  for  this  bill. 
The  gentleman  had  often,  on  this- floor,  expressed  his 
jealousy  of  the  federal  power,  and  his  apprehensuons  tliat 
It  would  swallow  up  the  States.  If  he  gets  this  bill 
through,  he  will  find  that  ttic  States  will  swallow  up  the 
general  Government.    He  should  press  his  motion. 

,Hr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not  under- 
■tuKl  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  intended  to  offer  any 
amendment.  In  that  case  he  may  suffer  the  bill  to  pass 
to  the  next  stage,  and  take  an  opportunity  to  express  his 
news  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  NOBLE  replied,  that  he  had  an  amendment  to  of- 
fer. He  would  move  that  on  mesne  process  the  debtor 
should  be  discharged  on  making  a  surrender  of  his  pro- 
perty, and  on  final  process  he  should  be  discharged  oa 
makinc  a  surrender  of  his  property. 

Mr.UOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  those  were  the  vei^' 
proviaioM     the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
On  division,  23  rose  in  (he  affirmative,  and  32  in  the 
negative.    The  Chair  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  he  hoped  the  Senator  fi-om  India- 
na would  allow  the  bill  to  go  its  next  stage,  as  he  had 
declared  his  opposition  to  the  whole  bill,  he  would  not 
care  to  amend  it :  besides,  the  amendments  suggested  by 
him  are  distinctly  the  main  provisions  of  the  bill.  If, 
bowerer,  he  insisted  on  its  ipotion,  he  should,  vote  with  I 
Um.  ( 


Mr.  NOBLE  considered,  he  said,  that  he  could  not 
withdraw  his  motion.  He  wished  time  to  examine  the 
bill  in  all  its  bearings,  and  he  should  propose  amendments 
which  would  go  to  stmpliQr  it,  and  rid  it  of  its  complex 
and  heavy  machinery. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Tues- 
day was  taken,  and  carried  m  the  affirmative- 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

MOHSAT,  jAKUAEr  14, 1828. 

The  Senate  spent  nearly  the  whole  of  this  day*s  ritting' 
in  tlie  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

ToKSBAT,  JanoABT  15,  1838. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  the  Columbian  College,  inth* 
District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  sud  that  he  was  uninformed  as  to  tfa« 
object  and  character  of  the  bill,  and  would  be  glad  to 
hear  some  explanation  of  it 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,bad  hoped  the  vigilance  of 
the  Senator  from  Mune  would  supercede  the  necessity  of 
making  any  explanation  on  this  subject  to  him.  The  bill 
had,  for  several  sessions,  been  before  the  Senate,  and  had 
often  been  fully  explained.   Its  object  was  to  relinquish 
to  the  Columbian  College  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  thous- 
and dollars,  with  interest,  amounting  to  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  being  a  debt  due  from  the  col- 
lege to  the  Government.    The  relinquuhment  would  re- 
lieve the  college  of  great  embarrassment,  which  would 
otherwise  bear  it  down  ;  involving  in  its  destruction  great 
loss  to  individuals  and  a  total  los^  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Government  One  portion  of  the  debt  was  contracted  by 
the  Kev.  Lutber  Rice,  agent  of  the  college,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  TreasuiT,  for  two  houses,  utuated  on  Green* 
leaf's  Point.    Mr.  Rice  thought  he  could  turn  the  pro- 
per^ to  advantage,  and  he  purchased  it,  gj^DS  <^ 
on  It  to  the  Government  for  security.   The  Govern- 
ment will  therefore  get  back  the  property  in  the  same 
condition  in  which  it  was  sold'.   The  other  part  of  tile 
debt  became  due  by  the  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the 
college,  of  a  debt  which  Mr.  Thomas  L.  McKenny 
owed  the  Government.    Mr.  J.  was  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  buthe  was  inform- 
ed that  the  arrangement  proved  to  be  very  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  college ;  inasmuch,  as,  for  a  trifling 
consideration,  it  was  made  responsible  for  a  large  debt. 
He  would  now  show,  how  the  passage  of.the  bill  would 
materially  benefit  the  institution,  and  how  its  rejection 
would  niin  it.  The  institution  had  been  founded  by  vo- 
luntary contributions.    Its  early  receipts  did  not  realize 
anticipations,  and  its  expenditures,  which  were  based  on 
the  supposition  tliut  the  College,  in  its  first  years,  would 
have  beep  100  students,  considerably  exceeded  those  re- 
ceipu.  The  debt  which  the  college  owed  to  individuah^ 
was  about  one  himdred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the 
debt  to  ths  Government.   The  creditors  had  agreed  to 
take  $  7*5,000,  and  to  give  up  their  claims,  relying  upon 
the  honor  of  the  institution  to  pay  the  other  portion  when 
it  was  able.    To  pay  this  sum  of  $75,000,  the  college  had 
$  25,000  in  stocks,  and  could  raise  $  50,000  more  by  in- 
dindual  contributions.    This  sum  had  been  subscribed, 
payable  on  the  condition  that  the  claims  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  individuals  against  the  college,  should  be  re- 
linquished.   If,  however,  an  attempt  be  made  to  enforce 
the  payment  ofthedfht,  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of  the 
college  would  be  paralysed .  He  hoped  that  no  opposition 
would  be  made  to  the  bill.    It  would  prop  up  a  seminary 
which  would  be  fruitful  of  advantages  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, without  in  any  way  impairing  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  calling  upon  it  for  a  sinj^e  cent:  fhr,  if  the  Govern- 
ment pushed  its  clums,  those  claims  must  be  lost,as  well  u 
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Ac  clunis  ortbeprirate  creditors.  Confess,  too,  was  the 
Legislature  for  the  pebple  (he  mi  jfht  call  them  unfortunate 
people,  for  the  J  had  no  political  rights,)  of  the  District  of 
Cohia^ia  ;  and  if  Congrets  did  nothing  to  promote  the 
Dtenuy  inititntions  of  the  District,  it  vould  not  do  what 
the  State  Legislatures  had  done  in  each  several  State. 
T^ie  propontion  to  relieve  and  re-establish  the  institution 
\tj  thia  cheap  and  easy  boon,  would  not,  he  trusted,  find 
a  disvntin^  voice. 

The  Congress  had  been  called  upon  to  extend  this  re- 
Kef,  by  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  individuals  whose 
cbuacterm  were  as.  respectable  as  the  object  which  they 
^opooed  wailaudibte. 

Mr.  CHANDLQl  was,  he  said,  fiiendly  to  the  college, 
Yi^ich  he  h<^ied  would  succeed  t  bttt  he  was  opposed  to 
the  means  by  which  the  bill  contemplated  to  relieye  the 
coUe^.    Re  obje^ed  to  this  bu^ining,  which,  it  ap- 
pcifed,  bwl  been  going  on  between  the  Government  and 
tbe  college.    He  also  objected  to  the  principle  that  the 
college,  aa  a  party  to  these  bargains,  could  hold  the  do- 
Ttnimcnt  to  them,  if  they  proved  advantageous,  and  be 
fcleased  from  them  if  they  proved  disadvantageous.  He 
doubted  not  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  folly 
in^onnedks  to  the  bets,  in  which  respect  the  gentleman 
had  an  advantage  over  him  ;  but  he  must,  however,  take 
leave  to  protest  against  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  priH- 
ople  cf  tbe  bill. 

Vr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  was,  he  said,  in  the 
dark as  to  the  merits  of  the  transactions  alluded  to  by  the 
gentkBttn  from  Kentucky  ;  be  shctuld,  therefore,  move 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  District  of 
CtAmbia,  with  a  view  to  hare  the  fitcts  reported. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky.  They  had  been  reported. 
Mr.  SMITH  would  then  be  glad  of  an  opportuni^  to 
K*d  the  report.  He  would  like  to  know  something  of 
the  bargain  for  the  houses,  and  how  the  Government  be. 
canw  a  dealer  in  bouses  ;  and  he  would  thank  the  gentle- 
OMO  to  infimn  him  where  he  could  find  the  repott. 

Mr.  EATON  laid  that  the  committee  had  not  made  a 
detailed  report  of  the  case  this  year  t  but  there  was  one 
lut  year,  and  there  had  been  one  nearly  every  year  for 
the  im.  three  or  four  years.  He  did  not  think  it  neces- 
•«7.  thetefore.  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  fully. 
The  only  question  was,  whether  the  Government  should 
rebeve  the  college  from  a  disadvantageous  bargain.  The 
&cts  were,  briefly,  that  some  years  ago  the  Government 
Iwd  unavailable  funds  in  the  Cincinnati  Bank.  A  part  of 
»e«e  ftjikla,  which,  it  seems,  were  ultimately  loft  to  their 
Mitn,  were  disposed  of  by  the  Government  to  an  indi- 
ndoal  br  the  two  houses  in  question,  on  GreenleaPs  Pmnt. 
m.  Mce,  the  agent  of  the  colle^  purchased  the  pro. 

giving  the  Government  a  lien  on  it  for  Security. 
Bat  the  contract  proved  to  be  a  very  unprofitable  one  to 
tlie  college.  Its  benefits  enured  to  the  Government  {  for 
^  got  security  for  its  unavailable  funds,  and  still  holds  a 
■M  on  the  property.  In  the  second  contract,  Col.  Tho- 
L.  McKenney,  an  officer  of  one  of  the  Departments, 
owed  a  debt  to  the  Goremnient,  wluch  was  assumed  by 
*c  college,  and  Col.  HcKenncy  was  to  pay  the  debt  to 
college  in  instalments,  payable  from  time  to  time  i  but 
it  seemed  that  the  college  never  received  but  $1000, 
*wgh  their  liability  to  the  Government  siill  remained. 
The  institution  was  formed  by  private  funds  without  the 
■id  of  Government.  It  was  objected  to  i^  that  it  was 
"ctaiian ;  but,  though  sectarian  In  its  origin,  it  wit  not 
«>  in  practice.  The  subacribetv  to  the  relief  of  tbe  col- 
would  not  invest  their  fiinds  while  this  debt  was 
hinging  over  it.  These  subscriptions  would  be  paid  only 
in  case  the  college  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  discharge 
Irani  its  creditors.  It  was  left  to  Congress  to  determine 
whether,  by  rclinquisliing  the  debt,  to  re-establish  the 
o*ege,  or,  in  character  of  a  creditor,  to  break  it  down, 
■r.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  tbe  postpone- 


ment of  the  bill  to  Friday  next,  with  a  view  to  exanime 
the  case ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

WKDirSSBAT,    jATfUAST  16,  1828. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  site^  and  the  erec- 
tion of  Custom  Houses  at  Newpnt,  Rhode  Island,  ud 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  for  the  repur  of  the  Custom  Hooie 
at  Newburyport,  in  Massachasetto,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  stated,  that  the  peculiar  situation 
of  the  ports  in  question,  made  it  necessary  that  thia  appro- 
priation should  be  nulde.  As  to  Newport,  it  had  been 
shewn  that  there  was  no  fite  proof  building  in  the  place 
that  could  be  hired  for  a  Custom  House,  uidhenceit  wia 
conndered  necessary  for  the  United  States  t«  build.  As 
to  the  iMimmerce  of  Newport  tbe  committee  had  proof  be- 
fore them  that,  for  several  years,  the  amount  of  the  duties 
had  been  $60,000  per  annum.  As  to  Mobile,  those  stores 
which  had  hitherto  been  conndered  fit  for  hiring,,  for  this 
purpose,  had  been  consumed  in  the  late  conflagration  t 
and  those  which  remained  were  not  considered  suitable. 
The  duties  collected  at  Mobile,  had,  for  several  years  past, 
averaged  neariy  $60,000.  Hence  a  Custom  House  was 
more  needed  there  than  in  many  ports  where  they  have 
beeh  established.  All  that  was  required  in  relation  to  the 
Custom  House  at  Newburyport,  was  to  repair  the  build- 
ing, which  had  been  obtained  from  a  person  indebted  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  only  a  small  amount  of  rent 
was  paid.  If  required,  this  building  would  not  only  afford 
accommodations  for  a  Custom  House,  but  the  remaining 
portion  might  be  rented.  In  some  porta  the  rent  of  tbe 
building  was  p»d  by  the  ofHcerst  but  in  tbe  ports,  named 
in  this  bin,  the  rent  was  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  made  some  explanations,  as  was  under- 
stood, in  relation  to  the  Custom  House  at  Newport  :  when 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thjrd  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  dcclaringthe  assent  of  Congress  to  tbe  renew- 
al of  several  acU  d'the  Le^tslure  of  Hatyland,«rBsreid  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  SMII  H,  of  Md.  said,  in  exphuiatioa,  tliat,  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  had  passed  several  acts  granting 
certain  righta  to  the  port  of  Baltimore,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  liarbor.  After  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, those  acts  had  been  renewed  by  Congress,  and  this 
is  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  The  graiit  was  two  pence 
on  the  ton,  which  amounted  to  about  $3,000*  while  f  1^000 
had  been  appropriated  by  the  citizens  oC  Ualtimoi-e  to 
deepening  the  channel,  for  whidi  purpose  no  asustance 
bad  ever  been  asked  of  Congress,  while  other  atie^  nnii- 
larlv  wtoated,  had  frequently  received  its  aid. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uie  surviving  officers  of  the 
Revolution,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  as  this  was  a  bill  of  consid- 
erable importance,  both  in  point  of  principle,  and  the 
amount  ofproperty,  he  should  move  its  postponement  un- 
til Wednesday  week,  and  that  it  be  made  the  order  fur 
that  day  ;  which  was  agreed  to., 

1HPRIS0N.MENT  FOB  DEBT. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  abolish  Im- 
prisonment tot  Debt,  then  recurred. 

Me.  NOBLE,  after  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
detlibof  the  bill,  proposed  the  following  amcndmenta : 

Strike  out,  in  the  5tb  section,  after  the  word  'rendered,' 
to  the  word  '  costs,*  and  insert  the  following  : 

"  A  schedule  of  his  or  h«-r  whole  estate,  and  take  the 
following  oath,  which  the  clerk  is  liereby  empowered  to 
administer :  1,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as 
the  case  ma\-  be,)  profess  and  declare,  the  schedule  now 
deliveied  and  filed,  by  me  subscribed,  doth  contain,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  remembrance,  a  fall,  just,  ttue, 
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and  perfect  account,  and  discovery  of  all  the  estate,  goods, 
anddTects,  untonte  in  anywise  belonging,  andrsachdebts 
41  are  unto  meowing,  or  to  any  person  in  trustforme,  and 
of  all  seciuities  And  contracts,  whereby  any  Tnoaty  may 
hereafter  become  payable,  or  any  benefit  or  advantage  ac- 
crue to  me,  or  my  uae,  or  any  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  me  ;  and  that  I,  or  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for 
me,  have  no  lands,  money,  stock,  or  any  other  estate, 
real  or  personal,  in  possession,  revei-sion,  or  remainder,  of 
the  value  ,of  the  debt  or  debts  with  which  1  am  chared 
in  execution,  or  owing  to  otbers,  and  that  I  have  not,  di- 
rectly or  indirecUy,  sold,  lessened,  or  otherwise  disposed 
«r,  intruat,  or  concealed,  all,  or  any  part  of  my  lands, 
goods,  stock,  debts,  secutities,  or  estate,  whereby  to  se- 
core  the  same,  to  receive  or  expect  any  profit  or  advantage 
thereof,  to  defraud  or  deceive  any  tavditor  or  creditors 
to  whom  E  am  indebted  in  anywise  however,  ^^'hich 
•chedole,  being  so  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the 
elerk  of  the  court,  sUali  i-emain  with  him,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  creditor*  of  such  defendant  or  defendants." 

And  at  the  end  of  section  9,  add  sections  10,  1 1,  13, 
and  13,  as  follows  : 

-  "Sec.  10.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
which  shall  be  contained  in  such  schedule  for  such  use, 
right,  and  interest,  or  title,  as  sucii  defendant  shall  then 
have  in  the  same,  which  he  may  lawfully  part  with,  re- 
sen'ing  to  the  wife  of  such  defendunt  lier  right  of  dower 
therein,  and  also  all  goods  and  chattels  wliatsuevcr  in 
such  schedule  contained,  shall  be  vested  in  tlie  marshal 
of  the  district  where  sucli  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
roents,  goods,  and  chattels,  aball  lie  or  be  fbundi  and  such 
marsIiDl  is  liereby  auttiorized,  empowered,  and  required 
to  sell  and  convey  the  same  to  ai;y  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  at  public  sale,  for  the  best  price  ^bat  can  be 
got  for  the  same  ;  and  the  money  arismg  by  such  sale, 
slialt  be  by  such  marshal  paid  to  the  creditor  or  creditors 
at  whose  suit  such  defendant  may  have  been  arrested. 
And  after  tlie  d^Urety  of  such. schedule,  and  tlie  taking 
of  said  oath,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  stiid  clerk,  by  bis  order, 
under  the  seal  of  the  clerk,  to  command  the  marshal  or 
jlilur,  in  whose  custody  such  defendant  may  be,  forth- 
wi^  to  set  at  liberty  such  defendaiit ;  which  order  shall 
be  aceordin^y  obeyed,  and  shall  be  sufBcient  to  dis- 
charge and  mdemnify  such  marshal  or  jailor  sgainst  all 
'  escape,  escapes,  action,  or  actions  whatsoever  which  shall 
or  may  be  brought  or  prosecuted  against  him  or  them, 
by  reason  thereof.  And  if  any  action  shall  be  commenc- 
ed ag&tniit  such  marshal  or  other  officer,  for  performing 
Ills  (luty  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  gentf  t 
ral  issue  and  give  this  act  in  evidence 

"  Sec.  1 1 .  When  any  defendant  shall  be  discharged  pur- 
suant to  this  act,  and  tlie  schedule  subscribed  and  deli- 
vered ill  by  s»ich  defendant,  shall  contain  money  due  to 
such  defendant,  or  of  goods,  chaUles,  and  estates,  or  es- 
tates to  htm  belonging,  or  in  the  possession  of  any  per- 
son iir  pcTBons  fbr  nis  use,  in  that  case  the  clerk  of  the 
court  with  whom  the  schedule  is  Erected  to  remain  shall 
tmmediatelv' issue  a  summons  against  each  of  the  persona 
named  as  debtors  in  such  schedule,  and  against  such 
others  as  are  therein  said  to  have  possession  of  any  goods, 
chattels,  or  estate  of  the  property  of  ihe  defeudant,  te- 
clting  the  sum  of  money  he  or  she  is  charged  with,  or 
the  particular  goods,  chattels,  or  estate  said  to  be  in  his 
or  lier  pos-scssion,  and  requiring  him  or  her  to  appear  at 
the  next  court,  and  declare  on  oath  whether  the  said  mo- 
ney, or  any  part  thereof,  be  really  due  to  such  defendant,  or 
whether  such  goods,  chattels,  ur  estate,  or  any  of  them, 
be  really  ih  liis  or  her  possession,  and  tlK  the  property  of 
such  prisoner;  and  if  the  person  so  summoned  shall  fail 
to  attend  accordingly,  or  to  i.how  good  cause  for  his  noii- 
utleiidaiice,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  enter  judg- 
ment against  every  such  person  for  the  moneys,  goods, 
chuttcls,  or  estate,  in  sucli  schedule  mentioned,  together 


I  with  costs  bf  suit «  and  if  such  person  bo  summoned  shall 
appear  and  be  sworn,  judgn.cnt  shall  be  entered  for  so 
much  of  the  money,  goods,  chattels,  or  estitte,  as  lie,  !>!»t, 
or  they,  shall  ackuowledge  to  be  due,  or  to  be  uf  the 
properQr  of  such  defendant,  and  in  his,  her,  or  their  poa 
session,  with  cusl!i  as  aforesaid ;  which  judgnient  shall 
be  entered  in  the  hame  of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  who 
may  thereupon  proceed  to  levy  execution,  as  in  other 
cases,  and  to  dispose  of  the  money,  goods.  chatteU, 
estate,  so  recovered,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  this  act  he 
is  diivcted  to  dispose  of  other  elTects. 

"  See.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  where  any 
such  garnishee  shall  not  acknowledge  the  whole  money 
to  be  due,  or  all  the  goods,  chattels,  or  estate  men-! 
lioned  in  the  schedule  to  be  of  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  in  his  possession,  tlie  marshal,  or  such  de- 
fendant, shall  be  at  liberty  to  claim  the  residue' by  legal 
process;  and  the  former  judgment  as  to  such  garnishee 
shall  be  no.furthcr  bar  in  such  process,  tlian  for  so  mu^ 
money,  or  such  goods,  chattels,  or  estates,  as  the  gmr> 
nishee  is  thereby  ordered  to  pay  and  deliver. 

"Sec.  IS.  And  be  it  fuiiher  enacted.  That  the  marahnl 
shall  be  allowed  to  retain,  out  of  the  effects  of  such  in-, 
solvent  defendant,  before  the  ctistribuUon  thereof^  and' 
before  tlie  payment  of  the  amount  uf  ttie  judgment  to  the' 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  all  reasonable  expensia  in  recover- 
ing sucii  money,  ^oods,  chattels,  and  estate  as  afore- 
said, for  proceeding  against  a  garnishee,  as  shall  be 
judged  reasonable  by  the  court.  And  afler  aucb  ex- 
penses are  paid  as  uloresaid,  and  the  judgment  as  ufore- 
^d,lo  the  plaintiff  or  plain'iffs,  all  the  residue  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  insolvent  defendant's  estate,  shall,  under 
the  order  of  the  court,  be  distributed  rateably  among  the 
creditors  of  such  ilefendant  or  defendants." 

Mr.  EATON  proposed  the  following,  as  an  amendment  : 

"  Sect.  10.  And  where  any  male  of  the  age  of  sixty 
years  and  mure,  or  where  any  female  shall,  at  the  passing- 
uf  this  act,  be  in  confincmc  iit  for  debt,  or  in  the  bounds 
upon  surety  for  the  prison  rules,  they  shall,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Jidy  next,  be  discharged  fiom  the  said  imprison- 
ment, if  confined ;  or,  if  under  bond  Ifi  keep  'Aitbin  the 
prison  bounds,  they  and  their  securities  shall  be  released 
and  discharged  from  the  stipulations  and  Labilities  con- 
tained in  any  bond  given  for  said  prison  bounds :  Provided, 
if  tlie  creditor  shall,  on  or  befuie  the  first  <Uy  of  July, 
make  oath,  before  the  clerk  authorized  to  issue  execu- 
tions, which  shall  be  retained  on  the  files  of  his  office^ 
that  he  verily  believes  the  debtor  has  concealed  cr  dispos- 
ed of  his  goods  and  effects,  with  a  view  to  defraud  his 
creditors  t  or  itas  covertly  so  disposed  of  them,  as  that 
they  cannot  be  reached  by  ordinaty  process  of  law  }  a 
notice  of  which  .siiid  proceedings  shall  be  sei  ved  on  tlie 
debtor,  and  be  traversable  in  the  mode  herein  befure 
provided  for,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  party  imprisoned 
ur  ill  the  bounds,  shall  not  be  dischurgeJ,  in  virtue  of  any 
ot  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  uid  traverse  sUaJl  be 
acted  up9n. 

'*  Sec.  1 1 .  And  be  U  further  etuteted,  I'liat  in  all  cases 
where  the  administering  uf  any  oath  sljall  become  neces- 
sary, if  the  witness  or  person  oflering  to  swear,  shall 
have  any  scruples  of  conscter.ce,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him 
to  affirm ;  which  said  affirmation  shall  have  the  same  effect, 
and,  if  false,  be  s.ibject  to  the  same  pains  and  peualtievi 
which  appertain  to  the  taking  a  false  oath." 

Ur.  BGRRIEN  did  not  purpose,  he  said,  to  discuss  the 
Amendments,  nac  to  go  fully  into  the  subject  of  the  bill.— 
But  he  thought  that  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  bad 
been  discussed,  by  reference  to  particular  amendments, 
was  n^^t  the  most  favorable  modtj  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  bill.  He  should,  at  this  time,  content  himself 
with  suggesting  some  few  Idens,  uhicli,  in  his  opinion, 
were  dccisivt  in  fuvor  of  the  bill,  in  opposition  to  llie 
aniendmenU.    The  bill  provides  thai  alter  a  judginei.t 
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vrfecree  ts  obtsined  by  the  pluntiff,  the  defendant  nu^ 
fctere  himself  by  nuk-n^an  assignment  of  all  his  pro- 
vafir  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditorsi  and  provides  a  mode 
Sir  testing  the  Ajrness  of  the  assigfninent..  la  Ueu  of  thisj 
iSe  ameadments  substituted  a  proviwon,  vesting  in  the 
ae£tor  at  whose  ault  the  judgment  or  decree  is  obtain- 
ed, m  absotate  property  in  the  defendant's  effects  to  the 
-  aao«Bt  of  his  claim,  and  then  diTides  the  remainder  rate- 
lUranang  die  other  creditors.   Thta  was  the  precise 
sabject  already  fscussed  on  the  objection  of  the  j^entle- 
■aa  ftnm  Virginia,  [Mr.  Tasewiu.,]  made  under  a 
vniag  ioapreSBion  as  to  \\\t  eflect  of  the  bill.  The 
meBdnents  provided  no  mode  of  testing  the  validity 
udfvracssof  the  ajsi^^nment,  and  atl'orded  opportuni- 
ties for  liaiiil.'  Tt^'  the  principle  by  applying  It  to  a  case. 
S^pow  A  to  be  indebted  to  certain  persons  :  B,  who 
aay  <r  nay  not  be  a  creditor,  n  suffered,  by  collusion 
A,  lo  obtain  a  judipinent  and  conveyance  of  his  pro- 
pet^.   A  then  takes  the  oath,  and  liis  creditors  are 
cheated.   This  would  not  happen  under  the  provisions 
of  the  bilL   The  amendment  of  the  Senatorfrom  Indiana 
farther  proposed  to  substitute  an  arbitrar}'  and  summary 
process  for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.    The  allegations  of 
frxad  are  to  be  tried  and  decided  by  a  judge  instead  of  a 
jury.  U  seems  i»  VK,  said  Mr.  B.  that  the  amendments 
of  th^  siteiidcd  effect,  and  that  they  have  not 
befcn  deliberately  eomider^d  by  their  movers.  What 
pf utectiua doa  this  tribunal,  proposed  by  the  amend* 
mentis  ofier  la  fhe  debtor  }  If  he  cornea  at  the  summons, 
fie  s  deprived  of  the  i4ght  of  trial  bv  jury  j  it  he  does 
not  come,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  contumacious,  and 
judgHKiit  is  to  be  forthwith  entered  against  him.  For 
vfaat  purpose  was  this  amendment  '  To  prevent  the 
piactical  speiBtion  of  the  6th  section  of  the  bill.  Among 
tke  MBV  atgoments  relied  on,  in  opposition  to  ttie  bill, 
■as  matt  vbwb  bad  ever  been  urged  against  reform — the 
dii^m  of  innovation.     Hr.  B.  did  not  fear  innovations. 
Tw  pari  against  their  danger,  it  was  enly  necessary  to 
coofidcr  existing'  laws  ur  intttilutions,  in  comparison  with 
thcjBfntetnents  propesed.    Inthiscase  the  obligation 
■SBBposcdapoD  us  to  conuder  the  (.-xisting  law,  and 
^fBcticabiliiy  and  expediency  of  tlie  proposed  sub- 
ititMe. 

TfccH(fcstioB  then,  amounted  only  ts  this,  tiiat  we 
AsiU  csnrider  the  practical  effect  of  the  measures 
rtict  mt  adopt,  and,  as  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
itiyyfad  to  every  exercise  of  legislative  power,  as  well 
aathac  BOW  under  consideration.    It  surely  was  not  in- 
tcMicd  to  be  maintained  thut  the  fear  of  change  should 
vteatoqe  mirch  in  jurisprudence,  and  rivet  upon  us  for- 
ever the  of  our  ancestors.    No  one  was  prepared 
to  advocate  dvil  imprisonment  in  the  abstract.  The 
fan  of  anny  were  alarmed  by  the  suggestion  that  the 
evil  vaaxSGated  with  our  laws,  and  could  not  be  rudely 
c«i  oft,  withwt  deeply  wounding  those  laws  themselves, 
aadtbebare  possibility  of  such  a  result,  in  their  opinion, 
pat  an  ead  to  the  argument.    He,  tlierefore,  begged 
gcrtloaeii  tc  point  out  the  precise  provisions  of  the  bill 
TO  viMhtbey  objected.    If  they  concurred  in  the  prin- 
ciple, tb^  bad  a  nght  to  call  in  question  Ute  practical 
*>p€nxim  of  the  bilf^;  but  let  them  not  denounce  it,  in 
CMKral  terms,  as  an  innovation.   In  Mr.  BsasiEH's  opin- 
io, aa  undue  importance  Lad  been  attached  to  the  bill, 
balli  in  and  out  of  Congress.    Tlie  effect  of  this  had 
WtB  ts  increase  the  oppontioii  to  the  measiu«.  The 
Wi  «s  extremely  limited  in  its  operation .    Few  debtors 
vtald  come  within  its  fscopc.  ,lt  whs  tnie  that,  witliin 
ikt^bere  of  its  operation,  it  takes  frtim  the  creditor  the 
one oT oppression  and  exiortion,  but  be  would  fcsr- 
Mrst  If  rhif  it  also  greatly  added  to  the  means  of 
foooM-  parment  of  debts,  where  tbcre  whs  proptriy 
oAemadm  of  tbe  ctebtors.   Be  would  ask,  what  is  the 
^iMtpfaflo  vbicb  the  xig^tB  of  creditors  rest Imprison- 


ment for  debt  was  given  to  emptors,  as  a  puniahmcait 
for  withholding  property,  or  as  a  means  to  enforce  the 

surrender  of  concealed  property.  In  punishing  debt  the 
law  confounds  it  with  guilt  {  as  a  punishment  of  fiaud 
then  it  is  ineffectual  and  improper,  for  its  exercise  is 
capricious  and  indiscreet.  The  bill  asserts  a  Jimit  be- 
^ond  whicii  the  power  of  the  creditor  shall  not  go.  If 
imprisonment  be  used  as  a  means  of  coercing  a  fraudu- 
lent deMor,  the  propriety  of  applying  such  coercion  to 
any  particular  case  must  depend  on  the  proof  of  the  fraud. 
If  fraud  be  nut  proved,  the  principle  does  not  apply,  for 
it  is  not  reasonable  to  imprison  those  who  have  not  con- 
cealed property.  Take  then  imprisonment  for  debt  aa 
yuu  will,  you  will  find  that  Uie  rights  of  creditors  go  far 
beyond  the  principles  on  which  th^y  are  based.  Does 
tbb  bill  secure  creditors  from  fraud,  and  witlihold  from 
them  the  means  of  oppresHon  Mf  so,  it  secured  to  credi- 
tors all  the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  re- 
stored  the  exercise  of  them  to  proper  limits,  lo  mene 
process,  unless  you  have  reaaoa  to  apprehend  that  the 
defendant  intends  to  abscond  or  withdraw  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court,  you  have  neither  right  nor  motive 
to  arrest  him.  If  you  charge  crime,  the  party  is  arrest- 
ed but  not  committed.  The  magistrate  is  bound  to  look 
into  circumstances,  and  if  the  charge  be  not  supported 
byproo^thepartyiBCOtitledtoadischa^.  Why  should 
the  law  make  debt,  and  even  tbe  suspicion  of  debt,  more 
criminal  than  murder  The  bill,  therefore,  required  that 
tbe  plaintiff,  before  he  could  hold  the  defendant  to  b^ 
should  make  oath  that  the  defendant  is  about  to  leave 
tbe  countT)',  &c.  and  should  give  reasonable  proof 
of  the  fact.  This  was  no  new  principle.  It  had  always 
been  extended  to  those  who  were  charged  with  crimes. 
But  it  was  said  that  there  was  a  aecoml  trial,  a  second 
series  of  oaths,  allegations,  and  issues.  Whenever  there 
is  doubt,  sud  Hr.  BaaaiBir,  tbe  law  gives  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  to  the  citizen  defendant.  The  citizen  was 
not,  by  any  principle,  bound  tn  prove  his  liberty,  but  his 
accusers  were  bound  to  prove  their  right  to  deprive  him 
of  his  liberty.  Unless,  tnirefore,  gentlemen  are  prepar- 
ed to  deny  this  principle,  tbey  cannot  object  to  the  pro- 
visions of  tlie  first  section.  ^ 

The  remaining  section,  which  it  was  necessary  for  Mr. 
B.  to  aumadvett  upon  it  this  time,  was  that  which  regu- 
lated the  mode-of  proceeding  ufter  judgment  The  ex- 
iating  law  authorizes  execution  either  aratiist  the  body 
orthe  property  of  the  defendant.  Tbe  bill  givesapro- 
cess  to  tbe  creiditor,  and  another  to  tbe  debtor ;  the  ob- 
jects of  both  of  which  are  to  secure  the  creditor  in  the 
possesrion  of  the  debtor's  property,  if  he  has  any,  winch 
he  refuses  to  surrender ;  and,  if  he  has  none,  to  secure 
the  debtor  in  his  right  to  pecsonal  liberty.  In  one  pro- 
cess,  the  creditor  may  mean  thirt  tbe  defendant  has  con- 
cealed property  ;  the  creditor  appears  before  the  court 
to  contest  the  allegation  ;  and,  according  to  the  result, 
the  debtor  is  imprisoned  or  not.  In  lite  other  process, 
the  debtor  may  make  an  assignment  of  his  property,  and 
the  citditors  may  appear  to- (.ontest  the  fairness  of  the 
assignmc-iit ;  and,  according  to  the  result,  the  debtor  is 
liable  to  imprisoniDtnt  or  not.  In  either  case,  if  the 
debtor  proved  fraudulent,  the  plaintiff  resorts  to  his  on- 
^ral  remedy.  .  But  the  debtor  who  is  proved  to  be 
fraudulent,  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  prison  bounds. 
The  objection  to  this  port  of  tbc\bill  is  made  upon  an 
assumption  tliat  public  opinion  will  interpose  itself  be- 
tween the  creditor  and  the  debtor,  and  restrain  the  form- 
er from  oppressing  tiie  latter.  It  is  conceded  that  the 
imprisonment  of  an  innocent  debtor  is  crutl  and  uimc- 
cessar; ,  Intt  it  is  attempted  to  exempt  tiie  principle  con- 
ceded from  any  pnictical  operation,  by  an  as^mptiou 
that  the  moral  influence  of  public  opinion  was  so  power- 
ful as  to  prevent  such  imprisonment.  Oentlemen  say 
there  is  no  case  in  v.  hich  honest  debtors  are  mipriioaet' 
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Mr.  B.  was  u  free  u  uiy  ooe<o  concede  tb&t  the  conren- 
tiont]  and  monl  laws  of  Boc^ety  were  more  powerfiil  then 
tUtatory  etiKCtmenta ;  and  he  would  put  the  isiue  on  the 
Act,  whether  public  opinion  was  exetci^d  on  this  lubject 
to  such  an  eitent  as  to  pre^'ent  any  abiues  of  the  law  of 
imprisonment  {  an'd,  if  it  was  found  that  there  waa,  or 
was  likely  to  be,  a  wngle  case  which  required  the  inter- 
position of  the  taw  between  the  avarice  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor  and  the  liberty  of  an  honest  debtor,  lie  would 
advocate,  to  the  whole  extent  of  his  ability,  the  passage 
ofthisbilL 

It  was  not  necessity  for  him  to  inqiure  whether  the 
number  of  debtors  entided  to  relief  would  be  greater  or 
lets  than  had  been  supposed  ;  for  if  there  should  exist 
any  occasion  for  the  operation  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
with  hint  a  sufficient  reason  for  adopting  it.  But,  any 
one  who  had  long  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the 
taw,  knew  that  cases  of  imprisonment,  even  of  the  most 
honest  and  deserving  men,  were  not  rare ;  and  it  was 
known  too,  to  the  profeasiDn,  that  oersdns  iire  often  sued 
in  order  to  force  them,'  by  the  ^fficulty  of  getting  the 
necessary  bail,  to  a  compromise,  and  to  the  payment  of 
n  smaller  sum.  Writs  were  also  used  to  force  the  friends 
of  the  debtor  to  relieve  him  from  his  debt,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  a  jail.  Even  when  individuata  had  given  up  all 
uieir  property,  and  paid  nearly  aU  their  deots,  having, 
perhaps,  given  a  preference  to  endorsers,  or  some  other 
creditors,  in  conformity  with  established  usage,  be  was 
thrown  into  prison  with  the  expectation  that  some  one  of 
his  friends  or  connexions  would  pay  the  debt.  An  appeal 
was  often  made  to  the  Ather  by  a  ea.  so.  against  the  son  ; 
and  the  laat  resource  of  the  wife  was  extorted  from  her 
by  a  en.  ta.  against  her  husband.  Mr.  B.  thought  thatall 
creditors  could  not  be  restrained  in  the  exeruse  of  their 
if^ts  by  moral  considerations.  They  would  extend 
their  means  of  coercion,  from  the  debtor  to  those  of  his 
connexions  tp  wliom  be  is  near  and  dear.  In  Mr.  B'a 
opinion,  the  legal  and  moral  operation  of  the  eapitu  ad 
taihfadendwa  ceased  with  the  debtor  \  and,  to  extend 
it  further,  with  a- view  to  operate  on  others,  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  object  of  the  prucesa,  and  with  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

It  was  also  objected  to  the  proviuons  of  the  bill,  that 
their  operation  would  be  attended  with  trouble  to 
the  parly  pJaintilF.  The  *•  complicated  machinery"  of 
the  bill  had  been  much  dwelt  upon  as  an  argument  agunat 
it  This  objection  he  would  meet  on  the  same  principles 
witii  which  he  had  met  the  alleged  **  innovation"  of  the 
bill  on  the  established  laws.  ' 

The  machinery  of  the  bill  was  the  provisions  adopted 
to  carry  into  efTect  the  principle  of  the  bill,  tf  any  of 
the  provisions  were  unnecessary  or  inefficient  for  this  ob- 
ject,  let  them  be  pointed  out,  and  altered  or  expunged. 
But  the  industry  and  vigilance  of  the  opponents  of  the 
measure,  had  f^Ied  in  detecting  such  proviuons.  The 
objection  is  not  to  the  machinery  but  to  the  consequences 
resulting  from  it.  l^ke  this  proposition  :  no  debtor  who 
has  honestly  surrendered  his  property  should  be  impri- 
soned ;  every  body  grants  it.  But  it  is  said  that  some 
debtors  have  property  locked  up  in  choae*  in  action  and 
bank  stock,  and  therefore  the  ea.  aa-  must  in  every  case 
be  retained. 

Mr.  S.  deued  the  otmsequences.  A  vast  majority  of 
those  who  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  bad  no 
bank  stock,  nor  eftoses  in  eietion,  or  other  property  con- 
cealcdior  withheld.  This  argument  is  refuted  by  stating 
it.  It  asserts  a  right  to  use  the  err.  ml  against  alt,  be- 
cause there  is  propriety  in  using  it  against  a  few.  In 
regard  to  this  c^ise,  the  bill  pursued  that  middle  course 
which  had  always  been  found  to  be  the  safest  course. 
Truth  and  propriety  were  ever  found  between  extreme". 
The  bill  gave  the  usual  process  to  the  creditor,  on  condi- 
tion that  be  proved  a  fivudulcnt  intention  on  the  part  of  the 


debtor.  This  was  the  bead  and  fi^nt  of  the  bill's  ofTend  - 
ing.  It  goes  80  ftr  aa  to  secure  the  cretfitor  in  h\»Jtut 
rights,  and  no  fiirther.  On  these  views  Mr.  B.  was  contenC 

to  rest  his  vindication  of  the  bill  from  the  objec^on  tbat 
its  machinery  was  complex. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  had  been  urged  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Matrx,  tbat  the  writ 
of  ne  exeat,  as  used  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was 
abolished  by  the  bill.  Here  Mr.  B.  showed  that,  under 
the  laws  of  England,  and  those  of  the  States,  so  far  aa  he 
knew,  excepting  the  State  of  South  CaroUna,  the  ne  exeof 
was  a  prerogative  writ,  and,  out  of  Chancery,  was  appli- 
ed only  to  two  case^,  to  wit  i  alimony  and  accounts  in 
which  Chancery  an^  common  law  were  concurrent. 
With  a  few  more  remarks,  showing  that  the  bill  pursued 
that  middle  path,  which  equally  respected  the  just  rights 
of  creditors,  and  the  personal  hberty  of  debtors,  Mr.  B. 
was  content  to  subnet  the  bQl  to  the  decwon  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C  considered  that  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  Senatm  from  Tennetiee  and  Indiana,  em- 
braced some  important  principles,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
that  time  would  be  given  for  their  consideration.  The 
eloquent  and  able  argument  just  delivered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia,  in  which  many  new  points  had  been 
introduced,  also  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  opponente 
of  the  bill  should  be  heard  before  the  final  vole  on  it  was 
taken.  He  would  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  tsble 
till  to-morrow,  not  with  a  view  to  delay  it  a  moment  after 
13  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  17,  noes  16. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  was  ready  to  give  li'is  views  in  op. 
position  to  the  bill  now,  if  he  was  compelled  to  do  it.  But 
the  tateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  ezhatiated  state  of  the 
Senate,  induced  him  to  move  an  adjoummeot  If  tlie 
motion  was  not  sustained,  he  would  commence  bis  re- 
marka. 


Thvk>i>it,  JaniiaBX  17,  1838. 
UEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
Navy,  who  hare  served  ten  years  and  upward^  aa  such, 
was  taken  up  for  cnnnderation. 

Mr.  HATNB  s«d,  lhat  the  bill  was  best  explained  1^ 
the  memorial  of  the  officers  t  which  he  read.  Mr.  H. 
then  remarked  on  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  Lieutenants,  and  that  ofthe  officers  of  correapond' 
ing  rank  in  the  Army,  showing  that  the  pay  of  the  latter 
was  beyond  all  due  proportion  larger  than  that  of  the  for- 
mer. The  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy,  many  of  whom  had 
been  18  or  20  yeara  in  the  service,  and  who  had  families 
dependent  on  them  for  support,  received  but  751  doUais 
a  year*  including  rations.  The  bill  proposed  to  add  311 
dollars  to  their  pay,  so  as  to  make  it  altogether,  96S  dol- 
tars;  which  left  it  still  4183  40  less  than  that  of  a  Lieuten- 
ant ofthe  Army.  About  ninety  Lieutenants  would  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  additional  appro- 
priation required  to  give  them  each  211  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  sum  at  present  received  by  tbem  would  be  $18,990. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  opposed  the  bill  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  BRANCH  would  like  to  hear  a  reason  for  the  dis- 
crimination made  by  the  bill  in&vorof  those  Lieutenuits 
who  had  served  ten  years  and  upwards.  Many  Lieuten- 
ants, who  had  served  a  shorter  time  as  Lieutenants,  were 
equally  worthy  of  the  proposed  increase  of  pay.  Some 
Midshipmen,  though  not  le^  deserving  than  others,  of 
promotion,  had  been  kept  back,  and,  of  course,  were  not 
now  Lieutenants  of  ten  years'  standing,  though  they  well 
deserved  to  be.  This  system  of  partial  legislation  was  re- 
plete with  mischief. 

Mr.  WOODBUHY,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  fhnn  North 
Carolini>  expluned  the  principles  on  wluch  the  Coanmt- 
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ice  bad  fnmed  the  bill.  The  methonal  pnyed  Mi  mereose 
the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants,  Hidihipmen,  and  Sur- 
geons. The  Committee  was  not  willing,  however,  to  m 
tlte  whole  len^h  ;  and  they  singled  out  that  clasa  of  offi- 
cers whose  length  of  service,  and  situation  in  life,  seemed 
tMBt  t«  reqtihv  some  additional  pay.  The  Lieutenants  of 
the  Ns%-7  did  not  receive,  and  oii^lit  not  to  receive,  so 
much  nominal  pajr  as  the  Army  Lieutenants.  For  the 
Vmxj  officers  have  prize  money  in  time  of  wmr,  whicbt  in 
the  course  of  20  yean,  would  give' to  each  officer  a  con  ■ 
ajdetubk  snm.  The  daaa  of  Lieutenenta  which  had  been 
selected  by  the  Cwnnuttee,  were  advanced  in  Ufe,  and 
had  formed  connexions  which  impoaed  on  them  expenses 
far^excceding  the  limits  of  their  small  salaries.  The  pas- 
sed Uidahipmen  vere  already  allowed  an  increased  >^ry. 
Tbe  Committee  had  not,  however,  g:one  into  the  whole 
•ubjtrct  j  if  they  had,  tbe  ease  of  tbe  surgeons  would  also 
bave  been  considered. ' 

Mr.  S»ITfl,  <^  Maryland,  referred  to  tbe  memorial  as 
eoHiiojg^  from  all  tbe  Lieutenants  %  and  he  ooutd  not  sec  tbe 
propnety  of  n\-ing'  a  preference  to  one  class  of  them. 
The  .\RDy  and  Navy  officars,  he  said,  were  not  placed  on 
a  (noting  of  equal  adranUffes.  The  cadet  was  four  years 
supported  and  educated  at  West  Point,  and  then  com- 
vmoaed  in  the  Army.  The  Midshipmen,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  for  ei^t  or  ten  years  supported  by  the  pit- 
taoce  of  aneteen  dollars  a  month.  - 

Wt.  S.  without  derogatmff  from  the  merits  of  thoae 
Lieutemau  who  had  Mrred  for  ten  years,  in^ed,  that 
other  officers  of  the  same  gntde  were  quite  as  meritori- 
Ms.  The  Middiipmen,  he  remarked,  were  also  highly 
deservirj.  Pefbir  they  cotdd  be  passed,  they  were  ob- 
ItpAt  in  their  examination,  to  give  satisfactory  evidence 
er  neral  exceOenee,  of  their  seamaiisliip,  and  of  their  ac. 
quaintance  with  Naral  adence.  He  considered  that  the 
(Mvposed  distitietitm  would  be  injurioaa  to  the  lervice, 
and  noved  to  strike  outtbewtwds  '*  ten  yean  and  up- 
wanls." 

Mr.  HABRISON  regreUed,  he  said,  tliat  any  distinc- 
tion had  been  made  between  the  lieutenants.  The  same 
oScers,  lie  thought,  should  receive  the  compensation,  for 
they  performed sunilar  duties,  and  underwent  similar  luird* 
<bip.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  said  tltat  the 
lieutenants  of  ten  years'  stamUug  were  growing  grey  in 
the  aerwce ;  so  are  the  midshipmen,  aai<l  Mr.  H.  without 
any  but  a  veiy  distant  prospect  of  promotion. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Cuasdlkh]  opposes  the 
bin  for  the  reason  that  he  apprehends  from  it  future  evil 
to  the  servire.  Mr.  H.  invited  the  gentleman  to  give  a 
Wore  distinct  and  direct  objection  to  the  measure.  There 
*u  no  appropriation  of  public  money  for  which  be  voted 
*i>h  nore  {iteBaure  than  for  the  naval  service.  He  felt 
"ixious  lh»*  Ae  Navy  should  be  maintained ;  he  feared 
fat,  uoleas  prumotiuns  were  accelerated,  or  the  pay  in- 
(''nied,  oSpers  of  talents  would  be  compelled  to  aban- 
d*"*  it.  He  would  vote  for  an  additional  compensation  lo 
^  the  grades  referred  to  in  the-memorial.  Our  naval  of- 
fers bore  as  hig^  a  character  for  intelligence,  gallantry, 
»d  ubantty,  as  those  of  any  country  in  the  world,  and 
they  received  u  smaller  compensation.  In  reply  to  the 
KRtric  that  felt  Irom  the  Senator  from  Nev  Hainprii;re, 
[Vr.  WooBBCBV,]  that  thoae  midshipmen  who  passed  an 
moination  received  additional' pay,  Mr.  H.  said  that  the 
p«sed  midshipmen  formed  a  distinct  and  separate  grade 
itf  the  service.  He  hoped  the  amendment  proposed  by 
tu  Se>at*r  from  Maryland  would  be  adopted. 

CH  ANULER  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a 
■■fd^  of  officers  to  serve  the  country  at  tiie  compcnsa- 
hMamr  allowed,  when  that  was  the  case,  it  wouUl  be 
^e  to  tbink  of  raising  their  pay. 

l>tik  JCATON  said  that,  before  he  thould  vote  for  the 
^  ^jfcWlotf*  ^  inuat  hear  some  reaion  for  the  prefer- 
*"Bt  pntft^  it  to  one  elan  of  UeutetwitB.  Under  th« 
Vol.  IV— 6 


present  and  the  fiuaier  practice  of  Uie  Navy,  ofitceis  wen 

promoted,  not  in  regular  succnuon,  acccn^lii^  to  Hmot 
several  terms  of  service,  but  by  favoritism.  For  a  ngnal 
proof  of  this,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
list  of  Navy  lieiftenanta  which  be  held  in  his  hand.  The 
individual  who  stood  first  on  the  list  was  tbe  example  to 
which  he  referred.  Several  Ljeutenants  had  been  pro- 
moted  over  his  head  to  be.  Masters  Commandant.  Was 
itfur,  then,  Uuttbose-promoted'ataeeitaintimeshould 
have  a  preference  to  those  who  had  been  as  long  in  the 
service,  but  had  not  been  so  highly  &vored  by  the  Go* 
Temment  /  The  qualifications  of  the  junior  Lioutenants 
were,  in  most  oasts,  admitted  to  be  equal  to  thosfc  of  the 
Lieutenants  who  preceded  them  ;  and  their  services  were 
as  efficient.  But  the  only  question  before  us,  as  to 
any  grade  or  class  of  ufficers,  was — is  it  proper  to  increase 
their  pay  }  He  had  no  objections  to  raise  the  pay,  if  it 
was  insufficient  t  and  be,  for  one,  vaa  of  the  opinion  that 
their  pay,  in  reference  to  tbeir  tervice^  and  to  the  pay 
which  we  aHow  for  setvicea  of  other  descriptions,  was  too 
low.  As  une  illustration  of  this,  he  would  rtXtt  to  th^ 
fact,  that  a  me«Kngcr  of  the  Navy  Office,  whose  chief 
business,  he  bebeved.  was  to  carry  letters  and  papers  to 
and  from  the  Post  Office,  received  seven  hundred  A<A- 
lars— within  fifty^me  dolUrs  of  th^  sum  which  we  at  pre- 
sent «lh>w  to  a  heutenant  of  the  Navy.  Was  this  a  fair  gra- 
duation of  salaries  ?  At  home,  our  offieera  are  entitled  to 
live  in  comfort ;  and,  when  abroad,  riwuld  be  enabled  to 
support,  in  their  style  of  life,  tbe  dignity  and  indepen. 
dence  <Mf  their  station.  They  were,  in  foreign  ports,  fre- 
quently employed  as  negotiators,  and  in  the  transaction 
of  other  business,  which  brought  them  into  conlmuntca> 
tion  with  officers  of  other  navies,  and  of  foreign  Govern* 
ments  i  and  it  is  veil  known,  thiu,  with  tbeir  small  sala* 
ries,  tbey  could  not,  without  great  inconvenience,  re«prt^ 
cate  tbe  cities  wluch  th^  received.  Mr.  R.  did  not 
wish  to  encounge  extravagance  in  our  naval  officers  \  but, 
if  a  messenger  was  entiUed  to  seven  hundred  dollars,  sure- 
ly those  who  sustained  tbe  honor  ot  their  country,  as  far 
as  that  honor  was  connected  with  the  naval  service,  were 
entitled  to  an  increased  compensation. 

Mr  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was  apprehensive*  he 
said,  that  the  discusnqn  which  had  commenced  would  oc- 
cupy R  great  portion  of  the  day,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  was  the 
unfinished  buuness  of  yesterday.  Ho  whs  anxious  that  the 
bill  ^ould  be  decided  on  at  an  early  day,  tn  order  that, 
if  it  passed,  it  might  go  to  the  other  House,  with  a  proa* 
pect  of  being  acted  on  there  during  this  session.  He, 
therefore,  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  under  con* 
sideration,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  biH  for  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  at  tbe  request  of  Mr.  BEB- 
RIEN,  who  said  that  he  desired  to  subatit  the  fi^ow  reso- 
lution. 

Hwolvedt  Tliat  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
wliich  shall  provide  for  the  increase  of  tlie  pay  uf  the 
Lieutenants  iu  the  Navy,  having  regard  to  the  compensa* 
tioM  of  officers  of  corresponding  rank  hi  the  Army  :  and, 
al^  to  provide  for  the  additioiial  compenoation  of  Sw^ 
geona  in  the  Navy . 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion, and  the  bill  and  resolution  were  postponed  umil  to- 
morrow. 

ABOLITION  OF  IMFKISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  to  aboKsh  imprisonment  for  debt  vh  taken  up 
as  the  unfinished  bunnesB  of  yestenhiy. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the  bill,  In  a 
speech  of  lome  length.  He  could  not  suffer  the  bill  to 
post  to  tbe  next  stage  without  accompanying  it  with  bii 
objections.  HisobjectionsverenMdtifarioii%iindli»ahmild 
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.«nly  give  i  few  of  tbem.  The  challenge  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia  to  the  opponenta  of  the 
IhII,  to  indicate  any  redundancy  iii  ita  "machinery" — an 
cxpretMOn  originally  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Taziwill.]  'He  would  there- 
fore undertake  to  show  whathe  considered  as.  the  com- 
plicated and  objectionable  machinery  of  the  Ist  and  4tb 
scions.    In  the  1st  section,  Mr.  S-  then  proceeded  to 

Soint  out  and  comment  on  nine  proviaioni^  embracing  all 
le  leading  objects  of  that  section ;  and  in  the  4th  section, 
he  indicated  seven  or  eight  provisions,  as  being,  in  like 
manner,  exceptionable.  If  there  wan  not  iiere  a  siiper- 
idiundance  of  "machinery,"  he  would  like  to  know  where 
it  could  be  found.  If  an^  one  could  see  aught  that  was 
desirable  in  these  provisions,  it  was  somethhig  invisible 
to  him. 

Mc.  8.  also  referred  to  other  parts  of  the  provisions  of 
the  3d  and  4tl>  sections,  which,  he  snd,  were  whdiy  in- 
,  explicable,  and  the  meaning  m  which  was  inscrutiuile. 
The  most  difficult  and  abstruse  law  treatises,  even  those 
on  Executory  Devises  and  Contingent  Remainders,  were 
comprehensible  to  the  studious  inquirer ;  but  it  would 
bafRe  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  gatlier  from  those  provi- 
Kons  -to  which  he  referred  any  distinct  idea.  The  9tb' 
section  provided,  be  knew  not  why*  that  debtors  of  the 
9^  of  seventy  and  upwards  should  be  exempt  from  im- 

Srisonment.  If  an  old  man  had  property,  and  withheld 
I  he  was  as  fit  a  subject  for  the  eo.  so.  as  a  younger 
nan.  Pemalea  were  also  exempted,  wherein,  he  said, 
tiie  Committee  bad  dispbyed  much  gallantry  and  miicli 
sriadoro.  Here 'Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to  show  that  females 
were  oftentimes  invested  with  peculiar  privileges  by 
our  hiws.  In  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  they  had  been 
indulged  in  the  privilege  of  esMviang  tile  elective  fran- 
chise. The  lavs  of  the  same  State  fbrmerly  provided 
for  the  nte,  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder,  of 
,  the  Bankrupts :  and  there  was  no  law  excluding  the  ladies 
from  becoming  purchasers. 

As  to  minors,  there  was  no  law  in-any  Scate  of  the  Union 
which  subjected  them  to  imprisonment  for  debt.  We  are 
told  (hat  the  minor  is  credited  with  goods,  and  when  he 
becomes  of  age,  he  is  sued,  and  his  father  is  forced  to  re- 
lieve him  by  the  payment  of  his  debts.  Bot  thii  waa  npt 
the  case  with  prudent  fiitlurst  butnith  thoae  who  in- 
dulged their  sons  in  cards,  billiards,  dogs,  and  horses. 

If  a  firther  sifflered  a  son  to  lead  an  extravagant  life,  and 
to  run  in  debt  to  the  poorand  industrious  mechanics,  that 
father  is  morally  bound  to  discharge  such  debts,  la  it  the 
tailor,  the  shoemaker,  the  baker,  or  the  butcher,  who  is 
oppressed  and  imprisoned  by  the  rich^  No;  the  com- 
plaints of  the  vioUtion  of  personal  liberty  come  from 
thote  who  for  years  have  preyed  upon  tlie  mechanics.  We 
Were  told  tint  the  banks  and  shaveis  ouglit  to  be  restrain- 
ed from  inflicting  injuries  on  their  debtors.  Mr  S .  woukl 
not  have  ventured  on  the  subject  Banks,  had  it  not 
been  introduced  into  the  debate.  They  had  broke  the 
community,  and  were  breaking  themselves.  He  could  not 
lUscover  any  provision  in  the  bill  which  restrained  them 
in  their  usances  and  exactions. 

It  was  swd  that  a  Southern  merchant,  who  vinted  New 
Yorie  for  purposei  of  trade,  ts  exposed  to  the  danger'  of 
being  arrested  for  a  debt  which  he  owes  at  home,  and  of 
beingimpriaonedfbrwantof  baHt  which,  among  strangers, 
he  cannot  c^uin.  Many  (I  know  the  tact,  said  Mr.  S.) 
go  to  New  York  for  the  very  purpose  of  being  thus  ar- 
rested, and  of  procuring  a  discharge  under  the  insolvent 
laws  of  that  State.  Uebtors  fly  from  the  mild  laws  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  milder  lam  of  New  York.  No 
State  was  mor^  indulgent  to  debtors  than  the  State  of 
New  York.  After  ten  daj^  they  could  get  the  benefit 
of  the  act.  The  prison  hounds  of  New  York  extend  to 
the  limits  of  the  several  counties.  Surely  there  was  no 
violation  of  personal  liberty  there, 
llr.  S.  here  noticed  the  argument  that  the  United  Sutes' 


Courts  had  now  too  mheh  power  over  personal  liberty. 
Was  this  bill  to  check  the  growing  powers  of  those  Courts^ 
He  would  not  take  from  the  courts  any  constitutional 
powers,  and  lie  would  add  nothing  to  those  powers. 

Mr.  S.  was  persuaded  that  tlie  Senator  [Mr.  Jobkbov] 
who  introduced  this  bill,  did  it  from  the  purest  motives. 
But  such  was  his  anxiety  to  get  the  bill  tlirougii,  that  he 
had  consented  to  a  number  of  amendments,  which,  with 
the  original  provinons,  made  tiie  bill  a  perfect  "round 
robin."   The  debtor  was  first  held  to  bail,  then  relieved  t 
held  to  bail  again,  and  again  relieved «  and  then  comes 
atioUier,  a  third  trial.  To  complete  the  remedy  which  the 
bill  afforded  to  theUefendaiit  against  the  plaintiff,  it  want- 
ed only  a  provision,  that  if,  on  the  tliird  trial,  the  plaintiff 
was  cast,  be  should  be  himself  imprisoned,  without  bail 
or  mainprise.  Mr.  8.  then  advert«l  to  the  oaae*  ao  often 
referred  to  in  the  debate,  of  (lie  1,900  debtors  in  the  New 
York  ji^la-    Some  of  these  persons  liad  been  commKted, 
it  was  said,  for  the  debt  of  twenty-five  cents.   These  were  . 
probably  drunken  and  riotous  persons,  who  hail  been  com- 
mitted for  fines,  by  the  lowest  corporate  autli'oritiea.  He 
would  not  believe  that  the  liberal  and  enli^tenecl  policy 
of  the  State  of  New  York  would  suffer  a  citizen,  an  honest 
and  worthy  citizen,  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  cents.   So  far,  indeed,  had  the  laws  for  Uie  cidlection 
of  debts  been  n-huusd  in  that  State,  that  the  Lefialatum 
had  been  compelled  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  mischieft 
restdting  from  that  relaxation.    Mr.  S.  waa  not  dispoaed^ 
alter  so  much  had  been  said  on  this  subject,  longer  to  oc- 
cupy the  lime  of  the  Senate  in  discuasing  it  i  and  Iw 
bnefly  adverted  to  the  criminal  character  of  ft-audulcnt 
debtors  {  to  thv  mildness  and  sufficiency  of  the  State  in- 
solvent laws,  and  to  the  fact  that  within  his  knowledge, 
no  fair-dealing  debtor  had  ever  been  oppressed.    In  con- 
oluuun,  Mr.  Saira  stud  that  fiincies  and  f!uliiona  some- 
timet  took  a  run  arooi^  the  people,  and  prevailed  for  a 
■eaaon  over  reason  awl  good  sense.    Tliey  were  often  , 
pregnant  with  mischief  to  society,  and  were  always  dif- 
ficull  to  check.    The  French  Revolution  had  its  origin  in 
laudable  motives*  but  the  tide  rolled  on,  gatherin^strength 
as  it  rolled,  'till  it  had  nearly  overwhelmed  Europe,  and 
brought  it  under  the  dominion  of  a  sin^e  nnan.    I'his  biU 
wiginated  in  philanthropic  and  popular  motives  t  and, 
impelled  by  the  sanction  of  thia  House,  it  may  carry  iu  ' 
principlea  to  an  extent,  which  will  prove  destructive  of 
the  very  foundations  of  Commerce  and  Society. 

Hr.  ItO WAN  rose,  and  spoke  at  ctuisiderab'le  length,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  in  hivor  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  SMITH  of  S.  C.  rejoined  at  some  length. 

Mr.  NOBLE  alao  made  some  remarks  in  suppoK  of  the 
amendments  offered  by  him  yesterday. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  offered'  by  Mr.  NO- 
BLE was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nayi^  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  the  foltuwing  vote  : 

YEAS— Mesm.  Cobb,  Hendricks,  Noble,  Bugglea,  Sey- 
mour, Smith  of  S.  C.  and  Willey— 7. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  Bc^ 
rien,  Bouligny,  Branch,  Cliandler,  Chase,  Eaton,  Elli^ 
Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Ky.  Johnston  of  Lou. 
Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Hacon,  Marks,  Pairii^ 
Ridgley,  Robbina,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smitli  of  Md. 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 34- 

I'lie  question  then  recurring  on  engrossing  the  bill  for 
a  third  reading,  it  waa  deei<lea  in  the  affirmative,  by  the 
following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Botdigny,  Branch, 
Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnston  of  Ky.  John- 
ston of  Lou.  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  Macon,  Marki^ 
ris,  Rtdgely,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smi^  of  Hd.Van 
Buren,  Williams,  and  Woodbury — 24. 

NAYS— Mcssra.  Barton,  Bateman.Bell,Chandler,Chife 
Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayoe,  Knight,  Noble,  Rohhins,  Ruggle>i 
Seymour,  Smith  of  South  Carofina,  Tlioma^  White,  Wil- 
ley—ir. 
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FbISAT,  jAXDlft¥  IS^  1828. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  IxU  todtcdnh  Impriionincnt  for  Debt  came  ap  on 
ici  ihinl  KHpiK,  and,  on  the  qaeition  of  the  puaage  of 

Ib.  BELL  nkl  he  was  opposed  to  the  pUM^  of  this 
U.iiid«oylil  present  to  the  Seiute,  very  bntSya  the 
itMnvfeich  voald  induce  huD  to  vote  a|;unst  it.  It 
nidnTt  vith  rductance  that  he  comented  to  changt 
ifFxca  of  legal  prorinons  which  had  been  a  long  time 
n  (i^enbcm,  because  experience  and  observation  hid 
ba^  %a  that  the  advanli^es  expected  from  such 
cfaupa  vete  seldom  attained,  and  ttut  unforeseen  evils 
ud  'acosraucntxs  inTmriably  resulted  from  them.  He 
«inU  iherefbre  withhold  his  usent  from  such  innova- 
tioas  vkm  where  he  could  clearly  see  that  {^at  advan- 
tifanuUbeattained,  serious  evils  be  obviated  by 
ttea.  He  bid  given  con«dcr^Ie  attention  to  this  sub- 
jM,  bat  hxl  been  unable  to  discover  any  such  reasons  to 
jioti^F  *^  itmontion  which  this  bill,  aboald  it  become  a 
bv,  Mild  a«^e  in  the  existing  laws  of  the  Statet. 

He  mawire  that  persona  whose  sensibilities  are  easily 
acted  by  nal  or  fictitious  tales  of  dtslreia,  imagine  they 
■R^mtgppRaian  and  injustice  inihe  operation  of  the 
eBitii(  Iswi  MAorixin^  imptisoament  for  debt  But 
IK)  ywiicd  nfl  M  resulted  from  them,  as  now  modi- 
fied m  the  wroil  States^  ao  far  as  they  had  come  under 
kbofawmtm.  Ifcaseaof  bardshipandoppression  have 
KCMiiKiflfr  oceutml  in  their  operation  in  some  of  the 
Stun,  thb  biU  will  afford  no  remedy,  because  it  cannot 
mbd  tlK  operation  of  State  laws  or  State  courts.  It  is 
M  cfCB  pretended  that  a  nngle  instance  of  oppression 
bimmnd  under  these  laws,  in  suits  brought  in  the 
OHto  oftte  United  SUtea.  And  in  these  Courts  alone 
ns  Im  have  an  operation.  The  Stat*  whidt  he 
^fariitpRsented,  hadsonetUfied  its  laws  on  thii  aub- 
jcttibUtors  cannot  be  impriaoned,  either  on  mesne 
vinlpnoets,  tor  small  debts.  But  its  Legislature  had 
I^MC^it'i  *ae  anj  correct  policy  to  permit  imprison, 
xatfadebt  in  other  cases,  as  a  means  of  coercing  pay- 
■otfaa  fraudulent  debtors,  and  it  of^en  produces  this 
tfat  Vvler  these  circunutunces,  he  could  not  give 
|a  OSM  to  impose  upon  the  citizens  of  that  State,  a 
"  *M  be  be&eved  their  own  State  Legidature  vould 
M  Met  or  approve.  He  would  leave  legislation  on 
M  ilX  other  merely  municipal  concerns,  to  the 
^I^pditares  ;  to  whom,  he  thought,  they  properiy 
Mtepd,  and  with  whom  they  may  be  nrnt  a^ely  trust- 
ed- TW  State  Legislatures  understand  the  situation, 
fflcaWftcoi  •«!  wants  of  their  own  citizens,  and  what 
Maicipal  Rgdstions  will  moat  conduce  to  their  interests, 
■tUcr,  b-brtter,  than  we  do.  He  did  not  wi^  to  see 
^f^ftrattmbema  of  lav  in  relation  to  the  righia  and 
"■fiurfaiMora  and  creditors  in  operation  in  different 
C«aM  aitto  4w  same  SUIe.  U  cannot  fail  to  produce 
(KUGoafitiim  and  great  injustice. 

W 1  very  fajcircitiiig  and  popular  title  s  but 
wtoet  may  be  affixed  to  it,  it  is,  in  reality,  in  all 
KimMiat  ind  operative  prorisktns,  an  insolvent  law, 
^"•"cfe,  contains  several  very  objectionable  provi- 
TVe  proceedings  under  it  cannot  bit  to  be  very 
«"«T  ttd  very  expensive,  two  of  the  worst  qualities 
(M  esa  belo^  to  a  sjrstem  Uxt  the  adnumstiation  of 


■rthepforinnns  of  the  bill,  three  several  trials  in  the 
■"T  be  had  before  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
]J"ifto  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  final  process  by 
to  recover  his  debt.   The  defendant,  when 
an  mesne  process,  may  demand  and  obtaia  a  trial 
ZSL**?^  whether  he  is  a  debtor,  or  whether  be 
■J"** Wiethe  State.  When  this  question  Is  dend* 
'^."■if  ajii*  cootetfthe  jtutke  of  the  ptamtiir's 


claim,  and  have  a  second  trial  in  the  ordinary  course  of 

{'udickl  proceeding.  If  judgment  is  rendered  i^nst 
jm,  and  his  property  is  supposed  to  be  secreted,  or  so 
invested  that  it  camiot  be  levied  upon,  the  plaintiff,  by 
alleging,  these  iacts,  may  require  a  third  trial,  and  a  judi- 
cial decision  of  these  questions.  Af^er  these  repeated 
trials,  and  this  protracted  and  expensive  litigation,  the 
defendant,  by  an  asagnmeot  of  his  property  to  the  Clerk 
of  (he  Court,  fur  the  benefit  of  hit  crediton,  may  liberate 
himself  from  imprisonment. 

When  the  plaintiff  has  pursued  the  fraudulent  debtor 
Uirough  all  hb  windings,  and  by  a  most  tedious  uid  ex- 
pensive process  baa  compelled  him  to  make  an  asHgn- 
ment  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  aU  his  creditors, 
the  phiinest  principles  of  common  justice  require  that 
the  plaintiff  should  first  have  bis  costs  repaid  him  out  of 
that  common  fund  which  hia  unaided  exertions  ha^e  secur- 
ed. But  such  is  not  the  provision  of  this  bill.  The  pro- 
perty assigned  is  to  be  ratably  diatributed  among  all  the 
creditors,  **  saving  to  an^  creditor  any  fien  irtiich  he  may 
have  acquired,  *x  any  priority  to  which  he  may  by  law  be 
entitled.^' 

The  bill  does  indeed  secure  to  the  prosecuting  creditor 
all  his  costs  in  those  States  where  judgments  operate  as 
liens  on  the  defendant's  property,  and  it  seems  to  have  * 
been  framed  on  Uie  suppontion  that  such  was  the  law  in 
all  the  States. 

Thb  ia  an  incorrect  opinion.  Judgments  do  not  ope- 
rate as  liens,  either  on  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the 
judgment  debtor  in  any  of  the  New  England  States. 

Shall  we  pass  a  law  Which  refuses  to  the  prosecuting 
creditor  in  those  States  tlie  same  measure  of  justice  which 
it  affords  to  hun  in  alt  the  other  States  '  i;an  you  sup- 
pose that  they  will  approve  a  law  thus  unequal  in  its 
operation,  and  partial  and  unjust  as  it  respects  them. 
The  bill  requbea  them  to  change  their  entire  system  of 
laws^  in  reknion  to  the  effect  and  operation  vS  judgmenti^ 
before  they  can  obtain  the  same  measure  of  justice  whldk 
it  affords  to  the*othcr  States.  This  featum  cf  the  bill 
adnuts  neither  of  denial  nor  justification. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  proceeds  of  tlie  defendant's 
property  assigned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  shall  be  rata- 
bly distributed  among  the  creditors,  under  such  rules  for 
collecting  the  same,  and  far  calling  in  the  creditors,  as 
the  Court  shall  prescribe.  Tliis  isa  vastand  moat  object' 
tionable  ttansferofleg^riative  power  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States. 

These  aasignmenta  will  often  consist  of  debts  due  to 
the  insolvent  from  atizens  of  his  own  State,  and  there 
Will  be  ouUtanding  claims  against  him  in  the  same  Slate. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  resort  tosome  jutbcial  tribunal  for 
the  adjustment  of  both  i  but  we  look  in  vain  ta  this  biU 
to  aacert^n  what  tribunal  it  shall  be. 

We  transfer  to  the  Judge  the  legislative  power  of  pre- 
aoribing  ruleafbr  collecting  the  debts,  calling  in  the  cre- 
ditors, and,  I  suppose,  ascertaitiing  by  adjudication  the 
amount  of  their  respective  cliums. 

How  ia  tliis  to  be  done  ^  Is  a  commissioner  with  jutfi. 
cial  powers  to  be  appointed  to  collect  the  debta  and  liqui- 
date the  claims  ?  or,  is  this  to  be  done  by  the  District 
Courts,  or  by  the  State  Courts  ?  The  bill  g^ves  us  no  in- 
formation on  the  subject  The  legislative  power  vested 
in  the  District  Judge,  aeema  to  be  bioad  enough  to  au- 
thorize him  to  prescribe  any  of  these  tribunals  to  perform 
these  duties. 

•  Have  we  the  constitutional  power  to  authorize  a  Dis- 
trict Judge,  or  any  Judge  of  a  Federal  Court,  to  decide 
in  a  civil  action  between  citizens  of  the  ssme  State  }  We 
certainly  have  no  audi  power,  unless  in  the  single  case 
where  the  parties  claim  lands  under  granta  from  different 
States.  This  caae  ia  an  exception  to  the  general  rule, 
founded  on  veiy  wise  and  obvious  reasons.  It  was  never 
the  intention  of  the  Gonatttution  to  permit  the  Federal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


87  GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER  8& 


8ENATE.3 


Unjmaimmtnt  fir  Debt. 


[ixm.  tS,  1838. 


'  Judimiy  to  abjudicate  between  the  dtizeM  of  the  same 
State.  This  power  of  preiDribii^  rules  for  collecting 
the  debti  of  the  iiMolrent,  oalliiw  in  hii  creditera»  adju- 
dfcatinp  upon  thdr.ciiinM,  Hid  dutributinff  the  proper^ 
among  the  creditora,  m  a  power  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
tude ;  it  may  involre  not  only  the  righta  and  property, 
but  eyen  the  Hberly  of  the  citizen. 

He  could  not  conKnt  to  transfer  a  legtilattve  power  of 
this  magnitude  to  any  Judge. 

If  we  Jootc  beyond  ihe  title  of  this  bin,  we  see  that  in 
aB  ita  important  provisions  it  is  an  insolvent  law. 

Has  the  Constitution  invested  Congress  with  the  power 
to  enact  a  law  of  this  charactn  *  He  believed  it  has  not. 
No  arUcle  of  the  ConaUtution  has  been  pointed  out  from 
t  which  this  power  can  be  derived,  nor  does  it  contain  any 
auch  article. 

It  is  true*  that  the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the 
powfv  to  pus  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
etei.  This  is  the  only  daate  of  the  Constitution  which, 
.  tipon  any  rational  •onstmctiont  invests  Congress  with  the 
power  (nT  constituting  a  tribuiul  to  decide  betwecR  elti- 
aetis  of  the  same  State-  And  if  we  have  poneer  to  pass 
this  bill,  it  is  because  it  is,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  a  batdcrupt  Uw. 

It  will  haiiily  be  contended,  that,  by  passing  ttus  bill, 
we  have  established  a  uniform  nstem  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  that  is  not  ita  lefpti. 
mate  character,  it  will  be  passed  without  any  constitu. 
ttooal  authority. 

There  are  several  other  objectiona  to  the  proviuoiis  of 
this  bill,  but  he  would  not  take-up  the  time  of  the  Senate 
by  stating  them.  Those  which  he  had  alreatty  stated 
pKsentea,  to  his  mind,  insuperable  objections  Ui  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBE;RS  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee wtuch  reported  the  bill,  and  he  greatly  regretted 
hii  absence  during  the  discussion  of  it.  Being,  howevert 
in  fiivor  of  the  bill,  he  be^ed  leave  briefly  to  offer  his 
views  in  regard  to  it,  and  to  throw  out  some  sug^stions 
in  answer  to  the  arguments  just  advanced  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Hnmpsbire.  Mr.  C,  denied  that  the  bill  was 
an  innovation  :  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  improve- 
ments of  jurisprudence  which  had  of  late  years  been 
made  in  every  State  of  the  Union  :  it  was  in  unison  vnlh 
the  spirit  of  the  age.  In  the  State  of  which  the  honora- 
ble member  who  hat  spoke  was  a  representative,  impri- 
sonment for  debt  had  been  aboSshed  in  all  eases  except 
those  where  property  was  fraudulently  withheld.  This 
was  the  very  substance  and  object  of  the  bill  before  us. 
But  the  gentleman  objects  to  the  delays  incident  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  He  would  be  happy  to  hear  and 
to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  any  feuinle  mode  of  ]es- 
sening  the  delay,  or  of  rendering  the  lestilts  more  cer- 
tun.  That  the  system  was  perfect,  he  did  not  believe  1 
nor  waa  perfection  to  be  attained  by  the  firat  experiment. 
In  law,  as  well  ss  in  other  departments  of  science,  a  sys- 
tem  could  be  formed  only  by  long  and  careful  observation 
and  experiment.  There  might  be  imperfections  in  the 
details  of  this  law,  but  if  its  principle  was  good,  those 
tktuts  would  soon  be  corrected.  Mr.  C .  was  not  sur- 
prised thst  a  wide  difference  of  views  should  exist  in  this 
body  as  to  any  measure  of  a  legal  character :  for  the  sys- 
tems of  jurisprudence  prevailing  in  the  different  Stales 
vere  widely  different.  It  was  not  tabe  exfrnted,  there* 
fore,  that  gentlemen  would  at  onoe  reVnquiah  their  pre- 
judices, and  concentrate  their  views.  He,  like  the  Sena- 
tor fhim  New  Hampshire,  bad  been  brought  up  a  lawyer, 
and  was  attached  to  the  particular  legal  usages  to  which 
be  had  been  accustomed.  A  compromise  at  conflicting 
opinions  was  necessary  in  regard  to  the  details  of  this 
hiU  t  and  compromise,  he  remarked,  was  the  buns  of  our 
Conatitution  and  of  all  our  legislation.  Tlie  Senatorfrom 
Kew  Hampshire  ol^jected  to  the  introduction  into  his 
State  vf  a  new  systeis  d(  lawa.   WiU  this  conseqnenoe 


result  from  the  bill  >  That  discrepancy  exists  already  to 
a  greater  degree  than  it  will  when  ttus  bill  has  become  a 
taw.  At  a  period  wlien  legal  science  was  less  improved 
than  at  present,  it  was  difficult  to  make  the  State  laws 
correspond  with  each  other,  or  to  cnnferm  the  taws  of  the 
Umted  States  with  them.  In  all  the  States  eflxirts,  some 
of  them  successful,  had  been  made  to  secure  the  personal 
liberty  of  debtors  ;  and  the  ssnction  of  tlie  United  States 
wax  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  those  efforts.  Cotwti- 
t'utional  difficulties  had  been  urged  {  but  Congress  was 
specifically  vested  with  |iawcr  to  regulate  the  process  of 
the  Fedenl  Courts.  In  cases  where  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  cl«mants  to'a  fhnd  placed  for  distribution,  accord, 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  the  hands  of  the  Fede- 
ral officers,  there  were  other  Courts  in  which  these  claims 
could  be  prosecuted  by  the  several  claimants,  besides  the 
United  States'  Courts.  The  bill  gave  to  the  United 
States'  Courts  the  charge  of  the  (tistiftution  of  the  pro- 
perty after  it  bad  been  adjudged  to  the  creditors. 

ita.  C.  saw,  therefore,  no,ne  of  the  difficulties  which 
(imned  objections  to  the  bill  with  other  genOemen.  Ur. 
C.  was  unwilling,  and  he  thought  it  improper,  that  the 
creiUtor  should  he  the  sole  judge  of  the  measure  of  coer- 
cion which  should  be  applied  to  the  debtur.  He  was. 
himself,  in  favor  of  taking  this  power  entirely  from  the 
creditor,  and  of  vesting  it  in  other  and  more  impartial 
hands.  He  believed  that  the  bill  was  called  for  by  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  the  improvementsof  theage,  and  by  every 
freeman  whose  liberty  was  jeopardized  by  debt. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  regretted,  be  said,  but  he  did  not  com. 
plain,  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  post- 
poned his  objections  to  the  bill  to  a.  time  when  the  Se- 
nate was  exhausted  by  constant  and  long  continued  de- 
bate on  the  subject  The  Senators  opposed  to  the  bill 
had,  in  its  earlier  stages,  been  pressed  to  bring  forwsrd 
their  objections  to  it.  He  hoped  he  would  be  excused 
in  making  a  very  brief  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  Se- 
nator from  New  Hampshire.  Tlie  first  objection  that 
genUeman  waa,  that  the  bill  would  introduce  a  system 
into  the  several  States  discordant  with  the  juriaprudence 
of  those  States.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  recon- 
sider thia  argumetit,  and  say  whether  the  evils  which  he 
predicted  would  result  from  the  bill.  The  State  tribu- 
nals are  regnlated  by  tiie  State  laws ;  and  it  belongs  to 
the  Legislature  of  tlie  UnioH  to  ctfablisb  tribunals  forcar* 
rying  into  effect  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  gentle- 
man's complaint  is  then  directed  to  the  system  under 
which  we  live.  The  discordancy  to  which  he  objects 
exists  in  the  Conatitution  of  the  country.  The  nrocess 
of  the  United  States'  Courts  was,  by  the  act  of  1789, 
made  to  conform  to  the  process  of  the  several  States,  as 
it  at  that  time  existed.  But  the  process  of  the  United 
Slates'  Courts  no  longer  conforms  to  tliat  of  those  Sutes 
which  have  altered  their  la«*a  in  this  respect  t  and,  of 
course,  the  law  of  '89  does  not  extend  to  tliose  States 
which  have  since  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  A  dis- 
crepancy must,  therefore,  necessarily  exist  between  the 
process  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  se- 
veral States. 

To  the  objection  urged  against  the  title  of  the  bill,  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  reply  :  for  the  titlu  formed 
no  essential  part  of  the  bill,  and  did  not,  in  any  way,  con- 
trol its  proviuons.  If  it  was  considered  inapt,  he  would 
consent  to  its  mo^fication.  It  was  said  that  the  bill  was 
an  insolvent  sj-stem.  So  it  was,  to  a  certain  extent :  but 
the  whole  force  of  the  bill  was  not  spent  upon  tluit  object. 
He  would  agree  that  the  bill  was  an  act  to  reheve  I'rom 
imprisonment,  or  the  danger  of  imprisonment,  those 
debtors  who  made  a  full  and  hit  surrender  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  10  render  more  efficient  the  existing  JaW" 
the  coercion  of  fraudulent  debtors.  It  waa  also  objected 
by  the  gentleoum  from  New  Hampsbnv,  that  the  provi- 
stont  of^lbe  bill  delayed  the  adnunistratmn  of  justice- 
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He  was  not  ^Mmt  to  tntvel  ftK*>o  through  the  srgu* 
iMttft  wMeb  be  foraieriy  urged  iguiwt  thii  objection. 
But  he  WQoU  Uke  occanoh  to  remind  gentlemen*  that 
the  deWys  of  justice  between  citizen  snd  citizen  wu  a 
pvt  of  the  pnee  wlueb  we  paid  for  justice.   The  Sena- 
tar  from  New  Hampshire  aasumes  that  the  fnunen  of  the 
bill  took  it  for  granted  that  judgments  were,  in  every 
State,  a  Ken  on  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the 
debtor.    Tlie  assumption  was  gratuitous.    The  Ifiws  of 
tbc  States  retaained  unaffected  by  the  provinons  ofthe 
b9L  1^  gentfenan  was  abrmed  by  the  vast  delegation 
of  power  4o  the  District  Courts-^  power  to  decide  be< 
twven  tine  eUmi  of  citizens  of  the  tftme  State  to  the  pro- 
pCftvy  aSBgned  1^  tiie  debtor.    But  the  bill,  be  averred, 
gvre  no  such  power.    It  prorides  only  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  ibc  property  assigned,  after  the  claims  of  that 
ifrvpttiy  had  been  adjusted  and  decided  by  the  proper 
tribanals.    TTm:  laws  existing  provided  for  tliis  case.  If 
the  cause  aS  action  came  witliin  the  laws  of- the  United 
States,  4e  action  would  be  brou^t  in  the  Umted  States^ 
Courts ;  if  not,  it  would  be  broa^t  in  the  State  Courts. 
-  The  bilt  was  sud  to  be  an  insolvent  law  ;  and  he  had 
already  a&nitted  that,  to  a  certvn  extent,  it  was.  The 
SenMor  from  New  Hampshire  doubled  whether  it  was 
competent  to-  the  United  States  to  enset  an  insolvent 
law.   The  constitutional  power,  he  thought,  could  not 
be  d9ubted.   Judtciri  power  is  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion—and is  Congress  to  be  restricted  in  the  method  of 
ezcradng  that  powet^  by  such  scruples  ?   He  wished 
tW  biS  a|rfat  be  chMged  with  the  ftuits  that  reallpr  be- 
loafed  to  it,  and  not  with  those  for  which  it  was  in  no 
vtyreq»oanble.    Insolvency,  said  Mr.  B.  is  a  part  of 
haakmptcy,  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  great- 
er subject,  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  less.  I'be 
Sopreme  Court  had  decided  that  we  had  this  right.  Is 
du  bill,  concluded  Mr.      which  has  such  large  clidms 
«B  the  Government,  and  from  the  ntotal  eff<ict  which 
rnndi  is  hoped,  to  be  sMri6ced  tot  doabt^  whether  we 
have  a  power  which  vas  nevM-  denied  to  us  befim  ? 

Mr.  WOOOBURT  said,  be  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  a  few  minutes  in  reply  to  the  reniarKs  ofhis 
eoKeagne,  concerning  the  operation  of  this  bill  upon 
New  Hampdtiie.  He  had  not  heretofore  entered  into  the 
debate  upon  iu  merits,  and  certainly,  at  this  late  stage, 
■hould  not  in  that  way  trespass.  W  as  the  paasagie  of  the 
bifl  an  unusual  or  unwarranted  stretch  of  power  in  the 
Qeaeral  Government  ^  Had  New  Hampshire,  or  any 
other  State,  a  right  to  complain  that  the  Legislatiire,  for 
die  eoRftdeiacy,  when  the  Constitution  was  silent,  should 
inescribe  particular  .forms  of  process  for  its  own  Court:i, 
uid  liter  them  as  experience  and  reflection  should  dic- 
tate? It  must  be  doneTroni  necessity.  It  had  been  done 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Uovemment ;  and  dur- 
isK  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  an  act  of  Gongreis  had 
edEted,  without  complaint,  which  allowed  private  debtors 
cawMtted  unde^processfrom  the  Courts  of  the  United 
StatCT,  to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment  after  a  sur- 
renderof  their  property.  New  Hampshire  had  not  been 
sggrieved  by  tlie  exercise  of  this  power,  though  in  sub- 
stance opuating  as  an  insolvent  system  :  because  site  had 
■a  *al»tance.  under  a^fbrro  in  some  respects  milder,  a  si- 
n^arq'stem  of  iiisolvencjr ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  similar 
qrilemofdtolishingimpnBonmentfordebt.  Mr.  W.  said, 
irhe  believed  the  present  bill  would  prostrate  the  rights 
wtrendi  deeply  on  the  accustomed  privileges  of  her 
people*  he  would' oppose  iu  passsge  as  cheerfully  as  he 
Mw  supported  it.  But,  in  truth,  the  great  principle  of 
tbe  bill  is  now  the  great  principle  in  the  system  of  his 
o*m  Stale.  The  difference  ensted  mainly  in  details  \ 
■ad  though  he  disbkcd  some  of  the  details  of  the  present 
Mnaure,  that  great  principle  was  too  laudable  and  hv- 
Miae  a  one  to  be  sacrificed  for  form.  It  was  a  principle 
in  tccardanee  vMk  the  spirit  of  the  ^  and  tlie  genial 


influence  of  Christianity.  What  is  the  dift^vnce  *  In 
New  Hampshire  no  debtor  can  be  imprisoned,  either  on 
mesne  or  final  process,  unless  the  demaml  exceed  #13  33. 
That  goes  still  further  than  the  present  bill  to  abolish  im* 
prisonment  for  debt.  In  all  ea^  over  that  sum,  debtors 
can  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process.  So  they  may  by 
this  bill.  The  only  difference  ia,  that  an  oath  and  otlier 
formalities  are  required  here,  and  not  there.  But  there, 
in  practice,  not  one  debtor  in  five  hundred  is  committed 
to  prison  on  mesne  process.  How  sunds  the  difitirence 
cm  final  process  '  In  New  Hampshire,  ereiy  debtor  can 
be  discharged  from  prison  in  fifteen  daysj  on  a  foil  and 
fah*  surrender  of  his  property.  By  this  bill  he  can  be  dis- 
charged on  such  a  surrender  and  notice  before  final  pro- 
cess  issues.  But  there  in  practice  the  surrender  is  usual- 
ly made  before  the  capias  is  served  ;  and  tlien  the  debtee 
is  not  committed  ;  bttt  whenever  he  is  in  fiict  committed, 
tbe  detention  continues  only  fifteen  days,  and  Im  not,  for 
many  years,  exceeded  thirty  days,  unless  the  debtor  wants 
further  time  to  adjust  his  concerns  previous  to  his  disclo- 
sure. The  principle,  then,  both  there  and  here,  is,  that 
tbe  debtor  shall  not  be  imprisoned  after  an  honest  surren- 
der of  his  estate  ;  while  there,  as  well  as  here,  if  the  dis- 
closure be  proved  dishonest  and  fraudulent,  the  debtor 
must  remun  in  prison.  In  both  cases,  the  fiur  and  op. 
right  debtor  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  felon,  while  the  de- 
ceiver and  knave  are  to  be  kept  confined  till  they  dis> 
gorge  their  iU-gotten  gwna  In  Ais  last  provision,  the 
present  bill  ia  an  imprarement  on  our  sj^tem,  as  the  con. 
ftnement  u  reHricted,  as  it  diould  be,'  in  cases  of  fhmd, 
to  the  prison  wall^  instead  of  the  limits  of  tbe  jul  yard. 
The  otiier  dight  differences  between  the  two  system^ 
relate  entirely  to  detail  It  is  not  pretended,  by  my  coU 
league  or  any  body  else,  that  either  of  them  is,  in  form  or 
substanae,  a  bankrupt  system.  But  the  system  of  New 
Hsmpshiae  is,  in  essence,  an  insolvent  system,  as  much  as  ' 
this  bill  I  and  this  ia  no  mere  unconstitutional  in  regani 
to  debtera  committed  under  proceas  flNim  the  United 
Statei^  Courts,  tiian  that  is  as  to  debtora  committed  under 
State  process.  Both  Governments  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  regulate  their  own  process,  and  that  is  the  only 
power  exercised  by  tbe  present  bill.  The  lien  of  the 
creditor  does  not,  it  is  true,  exist  there  as  to  eitlier  per- 
sonal or  real  estate,  till  a  seizure  or  levy ;  but  the  opera< 
tion  of  this  hill  neither  injures  nor  benefits  the  people  of 
New  Hampsture  in  that  paTticular--thcy  are  left  as  before. 
Indeed,  the  whole  operation  of  the  bill  there,  if  it  differ- 
ed materially  from  the  principle  of  her  present  system, 
would  be  very  limited,  as  it  anects  only  process  from  the 
United  States'  Courts,  and  those  are  so  few,  that  not  five 
persons  in  a  year,  in  the  whole  State,  would  probably 
avail  themselves  of  its  provisions. 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  being  called  for  Mr.  VAN  BU- 
REIf,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  passed  by  the  follow* 
ing  vote : 

YE \S— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Eaton,  Foot,  HarrisonJHendricks,  John8on,of 
Ky.  Johnson  of  Lou-  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLMie, 
Macon,  Marks,  Parris,  Itidgely,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith 
of  Md.  Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury— -5. 

NAVS— Messrs.    Barton,   Bateman,   Bell,  Chandler, ' 
Cliase,  Cobb,  Uickcrson,  Ellis,  Knight,  Noble,  Robbtos, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Smitb  ofS-  C.  White,  WtUeylfi. 

So  the  biU  passed. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

The  bill  to  regulate  process  in  the  States  admitted  into 
the  Union  since  the  year  1789,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.WHITEsaid,  he  ihmight  the  bill  susceptible  of  im- 
provement. I  move  you,  sir, (said  hcj  that  it  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  word  **  now,  "  in  the  ninth  line,  and 
inserting  in  its  place,  the  wonls  "  or  may  be."  Hy  thia 
alteration  the  'Pl^deral  process,  in  rach  of  the  States  ad- 
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milted  into  the  Union  unce  September,  1789,  will,  m  to 
iXM  kind,  the  matter  upon  which  it  is  to  opeme^  and  the 
manner  of  its  execution,  conTorm  to  the  procei*  used  in 
the  courts  if  these  States  respectively,  not  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  Oiis  bill,  alone,  but  in  future-  As  tfae  bill 
Jtow  stands,  we  adopt  fur  (tie  Courts  of  the  United  Stales 
the  process  of  these  new  States  ;  and  the  rule  of  process 
thus  settled,  will  remain  p<.-rnunent,  notwithstiniding 
anr  chanf|;es  which  may  be  made  in  the  process  of  the 
State  tribunals.  The  consequence  will  be,  that  in  a 
ibort  time,  in  some,  if  not  in  all  of  these  Putes,  we  wilf 
have  one  rule  for  Federal  process,  and  another  fitr  State 
process,  in  the  same  State.  This,in  my  jtid^ent,  ouf^ht 
nottotw.  Whateveris  asafe  and  convenient  process,  to 
bring  a  defendant  into  a  Slate  court  toanswerto  ademand 
set  up  against  him  by  a  citizen  uf  the  same  State,  and  what 
ever  process  may  be  used  in  the  State  Courts  to  compel  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  judgment  recovered  in  such  ca<«,  wiU 
probably  be  the  most  safe  and  convenient  procen  (o  be 
used  in  the  Federal  courts  utting  in  the  same  State. 
This  was  my  impresrion  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  and  the  arguments  used  on  the  bill  *■  to  abolish 
imprisonment  fur  Debt,"  and  especially  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, ^lot  now  in  his  seat, 
on  the  motion  made  by  him  to  recommit  that  bill,  con- 
firmed this  impression.  1  voted  against  the  pass^  of 
that  bill,  not  because  I  am  opposed  to  abolishing  Impnaon* 
ment  for  Debt  t  but  because  1  then  believed  this  was  the 
bill,  bjr  virtue  of  which  that  object  would  be  attained,  as 
far  as  justice  to  the  creditor  would  authorize.  Uniformity 
in  the  process  to  be  used  in  the  Federal  Couns  in  the 
new  States,  is  not  intended  by  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands. 
If  it  passes  in  its  present  sitape,  we  will  have  at  once 
nine  different  rules,  disagreeing  each,  perhaps,  with  all 
the  others  t  but  in  each  the  Federal  rule  anil  ttie  State 
rule  will  be  the  same  in  the  same  State.  This  will  be, 
in  my  opinion,  as  it  should  be,  at  the  oommencement  t 
but  as  soon  as  any  one  of  these  States  by  its  legislation 
changes  its  rule  of  process,  without  my  amendment,  we 
inll  nave  two  niles  essentially  different,  in  the  same  State: 
the  one  for  the  Mate,  and  the  otherfur  the  Federal  Courts. 
This,in  my  opinion,  ought  never  to  be.  Therefore  I  have 
proposed  the  alteration.  With  .t,  there  will  always  be 
harmony  between  the  State  and  Federal  process,  in  the 
fame  Statet  and  wjiether  they  •gree  or  not,  with  the  pro 
cess  used  in  any  other  State.  U  ofno  importance  whatever. 
Tlie  Legi»latures  of  the  respective  Sutes  will  always  be 
more  competent  to  decide  what  is  the  most  suitable  pro- 
cess to  be  used  wiUiin  tlieir  limits,  than  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  I  put  it  to  every  gentleman  to  say, 
whether  a  man  living  in  Maine  would  be  as  competent  to 
decide  what  species  of  execution  ought  to  be  used  in  'I'en- 
nessee  or  in  Lou'i^ana,  as  the  same  man  would  be,  if  be 
had  resided  a  considerable  time  in  those  States,  and  was 
legislating  for  the  sake  of  doing  justice  between  debtor 
and  crethtor  there'  He  certainly  would  not  be.  Tlial 
which  would  be  a  very  suitable  process  in  one  of  those 
States,  when  their  habits  their  modes  of  dealing,  aftd  the 
species  of  property  which  they  owiie<I,  were  duly  consid* 
ered,  might  be,  and  oflen  would  certainly  be,  an  inuppro 
priate  and  ruinous  process  of  exewtion  in  tlic  otiiers,  when 
these  things  were  materially  difl'erent.  If  a  non  rendent 
citizen,  or  an  alien,  has  always,  in  any  State,  exactly  the 
same  measure  of  justice  meted  to  him  in  the  Federal 
Courts,  which  a  citizen  of  the  State  would  be  able  to  ob< 
tain  against  a  citizen  of  his  own  State,  he  obtains  every 
thing  which,  reasonably,  he  can  desire. 

In  new  Sta^s,  where  the  circumstances  of  the  people 
are  continually  changing,  it  will  invariably  happen  ttiat  ex- 
ecution laws  wilt  be  changing  likewisei  and  that  wbieh  is 
•  good  execution  law  now,  in  a  State,  may  in  a  short  time 
be  fuund  very  uiyust,  as  it  relatea  to  debtor  and  creditor, 
and  r«ti|iiire  an  amendraen!  from  the  Ix'^lature.  Wlien- 


ever  this  change  is  effecting  by  State  legislature,  fur  the 
benefit  of  suitors  in  the  State  courts,  suitors  in  the  Fede- 
ral court,  held  in  that  State,  ought  to  have  the  bervfit  of  it. 

Hsrmony  between  the  Federal  and  SUte  proceaaes,  it 
appesrs  to  me,  is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
A  citizen  of  one  State  has  a  demand  against  a  citi;eeii  tii 
another  State,  for  a  sutA  of  money,  and  sues  for  it  in  the 
Federal  court,  where  he  recovers  a  judgment.  This  debt- 
or has  a  demand  against  one  of  his  neighbors  fur  the  same, 
or  for  a  latter  sum,  for  which  he'tues,  as  he  must  do,  in  his 
Sute  court,  and  recovers  a  judgment.  Suppose  the  le- 
gislature of  that  State  tti  have  aEoliihed  imprisonment  for 
debt,  some  time  sfler  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before 
yo-j,  woulditnnt  be  thought  exceeding  hard,  that  theone 
might  be  imprisoned  by  federal  process  to  enforce  pay- 
ment, while  tlie  man  thus  imprisoned  could  nat  use  tlte  like 
processto  procitreafundsufficientforbisrclease  *  Adopt 
my  amendment,  and  we  will  continue  the  harmony  with 
which  we  commence  without  anv  fiutber  le^sUtion  by 
Congress.  Keject  it,  and  in  a  short  lime  we  must  legiable 
again,  or  discord  will  be  produced,  and  with  it  heart-bum< 
ings  and  discontent. 

A  majority  of  ua  appear  deriroua  to  aboluh  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  so  far  as  safety  to  creditors  will  pemut 
Adopt  my  amendment,  and  you  will,  without  fartlier  trou- 
ble, continue  this  work  of  abolition  to  every  extent  it  ought 
to  be  carried.  The  Legislature  t^caeli  State  must  necca- 
sarily  better  know  than  we  can,  whetlier  the  character  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  Unds  of  property  they  own,  are  such 
as  wilt  enable  them,  with  justice  to  creditors,  to  blot  from 
their  legal  codes  the  capias  ad  satisfaciendum-  If  they  de> 
ny  it  in  the  State  Court,  it  will  be  denied  in  the  Federal 
Court  likewise,  and  thus  Imprisonment  for  Debt  will  be 
abolished  in  some  States,  where  it  can  safely  be  done-  In 
other  States,  where  fium  the  character  of  tlie  citizens,  and 
the  kinds  property  they  own,  the  Legislatare  believe 
the  ca.  aa.  cannot  be  discoatinued  without  dmng  injustice 
to  creditors,  there,  aa  it  must  be  continued  as  to  the  Stale 
tribunals,  so  let  it  be  as  tu  the  Federal. 

1  do  not  see  that  there  u  any  reasonable  ground  for  ap* 
prehension  upon  my  plan.  It  can  but  rarely  happen  iliat 
the  Legislature  of  any  State  will  ever  make  laws  on  the 
subject  of  process  to  be  used  in  the  Sute  Courts,  which 
tlie  Congress  would  nut  approve  of,  as  a  rule  for  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Federal  Court  in  the  aatne  State.  We  bavci 
in  the  first  place,  the  integrity  of  character  of  the  mem- 
bers of  those  bodies.  In  the  neit  place,  they  cannot 
disregard  ,the  interest  of  the  creditor  or  the  debtor  who 
are  suitors  in  their  Courts ;  and  we  all  know  that  much  the 
largest  proportion  of  debts  sued  tor,  of  necessity,  under 
our  systems  must  be  sued  for  in  the  Slate  triounals'-  Again : 
if,  at  any  time,  an  unconstitutional  law  should  inaUver* 
tantly  be  passed  there  is  the  judiciary  to  check  the  mis- 
chicti  and,  in  addition.  Congress  will  always  Iwvethe  pow* 
er  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  and  never  will  fiul  to 
exercise  it,  if  any  excess  in  Slate  legislation  ^ould  make 
it  necesMuy. 

1  am  unwilling,  Mr.  Fresident,  to  weary  the  Senate, 
or  fHtig*je  myselt,  by  longer  addressing  you  at  this  time. 
The  debatei  pon  the  otiier  bill  have,  as  I  tliink»  fullyex* 
plained  this  subject,  and  1  now  claim  the  benefit  of  tbem 
in  favor  of  my  amendment 

Mr.  VAN  m  KEN  said  that  it  wu  irith  reluctance 
that  he  dUfered  with  hit  friend  from  Tennessee,  cape* 
cially  on  a  subject  on  which  the  experience  of  that 
fentlemui  was  ao  much  greater  than  tiis  own,  and  still 
more  in  relation  to  a  matter  in  wliich  tlie  new  States  liad 
not  receivefl  their  share  of  benefit.  It  was  proposed  by 
this  bill  to  place  the  Statet  admitted  into  the  Union,  Anet 
tfae  year  1789,  upon  a  better  footing  than  the  others.  It 
was  his  opinion  Uiatit  could  not  be  done  in  Justice  i  net* 
ther  was  it  poMiUc  to  effect  a  ^stem  such  as  the  geiitk- 
man  eontemplatedt   On  «  former  occwlian  he  bad  ob* 
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billed  the  opiniona  of  gentlemen  front  «11  the  States  in 
the  Union,  and  there  were  no  t«-u  that  agreed  ;  whicli 
vould  nerve  to  show  the  difficulty,  it  not  imposnbility  of 
anjr  such  plan.    Congress  could  not  pots  any  such  law 
viitbout  interferiDg  in  some  way.    TTierefore,  the  law 
wssfurmetl so  astu  take  amiddle  course,    it  wasimpossi- 
ble  to  pve  up  all  the  power  of  the  Federal  Courts  witliout 
inrolvif^  the  country  in  confusion.  That  power  ought  to 
befitnitedto  the  utmosti  but  it  ought  to  exist.    This  act, 
if  pcssed,  would  enjoin  upon  the  United  States  to  conform 
totheUws  of  the  States,  not  onl^  u  they  were,  but  as 
they  mislit  prore  to  be.    The  object  of  the  law  of  '89 
WBAto  pmerve  the  rights  of  pcrttvis  coming  irtto  court — 
BO  f&r  tAiat  Kt  went.    But  it  could  not  be  expedient  to 
submit  that  the  laws,  which  each  State  might  pass  from 
time  tu  tim^  sboold  govern  the  FedenI  Couru.  If  Con* 
^ressgave  up  thelawofthe  United  States  to  the  different 
Statca^  thry  ought  to  know  what  s^ateni  they  agree  to, 
and  iKit,  by  doing  so,  subject  the  jurisprudence  of  tlie 
country  to cveHasting  change  and  uncertainty.  He  would 
suppose  a  case.   A  suit  might  be  pending  between  an  in- 
dividoal  and  the  United  States,  and  during  the  pendency 
of  the  cause  the  Sute  Legislature  might  pass  an  act  inter- 
fering with  its  decision^  and  calculated  to  stop  proceed- 
inca  until  the  next  Searion  of  Congrns.   Such  intetfe- 
leaces  wpuU  orertum  the  rij^U  of  the  Federal  Courts. 
He  was  the  last  person  who  would  give  to  the  PederalJu- 
HoKj  rifhtito  which  it  was  not  entitled.   He  was,  on 
the  eon f my,  as  much  co^avinced  as  any  man,  that  more 
dan)^  tm  the  poaers  of  the  Slates  had- been  exhibited  in 
the   si|^  of  the  times,"  during  the  last  six  years,  than 
erer  before.    But  he  would  sustain  nottnng  that  would 
ga  b>  overturn  tlie  legal  and  legitimate  power  of  the  Go- 
rermnent,  which  ought  to  be  guarded  and  preserved. 

on  iDotkm  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  it  was  ordcredthat« 
lAen  the  Senate  acljtwmt  it  adjourn  until  Monday. 

MospiT,  Jakuart  31,  1838. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  tiien  taken 
up,  and  ihe  bill  to  regulate  process  in  the  States  admitted 
into  tbe  Union  nnce  the  year  1789,  beinr  before  the  Sen- 
ttc,  the  question  recurred  on  an  amenament  offered  by 
Nr.  WHITE,  to  strike  «ut  thewonl  "now,"  and  insert 
tbe  words  **  may  be." 

Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  observed  that,  on  Friday  the  Sen«- 
lof  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Wntrs]  happened  to  be  on  the 
loor,  exphtning  his.views  on  this  amendment,  when  he 
[Mr.  V.  B.]  entered  the  Senate — and  he  supposed,  from 
the  tenor  of  that  gentleman's  observation,  that  hiaamend. 
nent  was,  in  its  scope,  co-extensive  with  the  argument 
on  the  bill  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  to  which  lie 
■Huded.  I  vas,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  in  error;  and  the  motion  of 
tbe  Senator  from  Tennessee^  I  now  learn,  does  not  at- 
tempt tu  take  away  the  supervision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
oT  ttie  United  SUtes  but  to  adopt  Ihe  Uws  of  the  several 
States  in  the  Circuit  Courts,  under  the  supervision,  as 
fcnnerty,  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  amendment  would, 
peitups,  secure  some  provinons  in  &vor  of  those  States 
^>Udt  they  could  not  other»-ise  attain  i  and  he  liad  no  in- 
tention to  oppose  the  bill  or  the  amendment,  under  their 
pKsent  aspect. 

,  Mr.  WHITE  said  tha<  it  was  so  fie  fknm  his  wiali  or  de- 
spite press  his  bill  upon  the  Senate,  that  he  should  not 
Mw  urge  h  if  th«  members  had  scruples  as  to  its  expedi- 
ency. I'hougli  he  was  anxious  fur  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
bedul  not  w*ish  to  urge  it  against  the  judgment  of  any 
■nember,  without  giving  ample  opportunity  for  investi- 
pting  its  merits.  He  thought  thib  measure  of  great  im< 
pottutee  to  Uk  New  States,  whose  situation  wss  pecu- 
MT,  and  had  been  desirous  of  being  clearly  understood 
upon  it.  But  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  been  en> 
nely  Rugiqiprehendcd  in  the  few  remsrics  he  had  made 
MPridi^.    If  aiqr  aoootHit  was  evCTgivta  of  tile  fow  ob- 


servations with  which  hethm^tithiaduty  totroubtethe 
Senate,  he  hoped  lie  might  be  represented  fairly,  ami  that 
they  might  be  given  to  tbe  public  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  were  given  to  the  Senate.  He  imputed,  in  saying 
this,  no  blame  to  any  one.  But  such  was  the  situation  « 
the  RepOTters,  under  tbe  present  arrangement,  tliat  he 
believed  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  comprehend  the 
remarks  of  tbe  members.  He  had  been  made,  in  a  report 
in  a  newspaper  printed  in  this  city,  to  offtr  an  amendment 
to  regulate  process  in  the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  He  m'ght  have  been  mtsunclentood  by 
others,  as  he  had  been  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Vah  Bdhkn}  also.  It  was  hardly  neceaaary  for  him 
now  to  explun  that  the  interpretation  was  an  eironeous 
one. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked,  that  he  hoped  no  gentleman 
feh  desirous  of  pressing  tiiis  bill,  as  it  was  highlv  to  be 
wished  that  its  provisiuns  should  be  fully  examineff  before 
it  passed.  It  would  be  improper  and  impolitic  to  decide 
hastily  upon  a  question  of  importance  equal  toihatof  tliia 
meaaure.  Its  tiesign  seemed  to  be  to  draw  a  brosd  line 
of  distinction  between  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union 
previous  to  the  year  1789,  and  tbose  admitted  since  that 
period.  The  result  would  be,  that  the  new  SUtes  would 
have  the  power  to  regulate  process  by  Legislation,  from 
time  to  time,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  while  the  old  States  wuuld 
enjoy  no  such  privilege.  Why  not,  if  this  is  a  salutaty  ■ 
provinon,  equalise,  in  this  reiipect,  the  condition  of  the 
different  portions  of  the  coimtrj'  }  In  the  old  States  no 
right  existed  to  regulate  process  from  time  to  time,  by 
legislation.  At  first  view,  without  having  given  the  su  )- 
jecc  much  consideration,  it  appeared  to  him  an  unequal 
and  piirtial  measure.  He,  thenffnre,  wished  an  onpwtu* 
niiy  might  be  had  to  e»niii)c  the  subject  farUier  tnan  he, 
as  yet,  had  enjoyed  sn  opportunity  to  da  And  to  tbii 
end  he  would  move  to  postpone  it  to  some  certain  day, 
or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked,  as  nearly  as  our  Reporter  could 
hear,  that  he  bad  nn  objection  tv  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  fVom  Georgia,  and  would  secede  to  his  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  aud,  that  he  conndered  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  bill,  unless  it  provided  to  correct  the 
usurpations  which  hati  been  exercised  by  Circuit  and  Dis- 
trict Judges  in  Kentucky — in  fixing  upon  tbe  Slate,  exe- 
cution laws,  under  the  title  of  niles  of  Court.  He  would 
vote  for  the  bill,  if  he  understood  that  it  pri)vided  to  re- 
gulate the  process  of  the  United  States' Courts  by  the  laws 
of  the  Slates.  He  had  thotiffht,  that,  if  Congress  hud  con- 
fidence in  the  States,  ami  believed  (hat  they  could  be 
trusted,  the  Fedemi  Courts  might  be  guided  by  the  laws 
of  the  several  States,  'fhere  never  did  exist,  since  the 
creation  of  the  world,  a  greater  system  of  usurpation  than 
that  which  had  been  practised  in  Kentucky,  by  th;  assump- 
tion of  Judges,  to  pass  execution  laws.  [He  here  alluded 
to  the  laws  of  Draco  and  Solon  %  but  our  reporter  could 
not  catch  the  manner  in  which  they  were  iiitnxluced.] 
He  cared  not  whether  the  laws  adopted  by  the  Judges 
were  good  or  not.  Tlwt  was  not  tlie  question.  Whether 
good -or  bad,  if  forced  upon  the  people-in  a  tyrannical  or 
unconstitutional  manner,  he  should  always  rave  bia  vtAtK 
— he  was  %taa^  to  say  be  sitould  raise  something  else ;  but 
he  would  not— gainst  them,  in  duty  to  himself  and  hit 
constituents, 

Mr.  KANE  uid,  that  he  should  regret  the  postpone- 
ment of  tltis  bill  for  a  ainglc  day,  and  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Georgia  would  not  press  a  postponement. 
It  wss  tnie,  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten> 
nessee  prevailed,  it  would  establish  different  regtilationf 
in  the  old  and  the  new  States.  But  this  did  not  present 
an  objection  to  the  bill,  of  a  serious  nature  t  foi^  that  dis- 
tinettoo  nuglit  easily  be  removed,  by  a  modificatioo  of  tb« 
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motion,  so  M  to  mftke  tlie  operation  of  the  principle  gen- 
etul  throiiriiotit  tlie  wliole  Union.'  He  felt  dispost^  to 
concur  in  uie  amendment  of  ihe  genlteman  from  Tcnnei- 
tee*  and  would  cheerftiUy  oRer*  motion  to  modify  it,  sc- 
conling  to  hii  Miggettion.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
ftamets  of  ihe  law  of  ITHO  had  tdten  tip  the  law*  of  the 
different  States,  ihen  forming  the  Union,  and  entered  in- 
to an  examination  of  them,  to  aid  in  framintr  that  act.  Such 
a  labor  was  not  to  have  been  expected.  Had  tbey  exam- 
ined thoae  laws,  and  decided  that  llit;y  were  all  ^ood  and 
proper,  thty  would  have  decided  on  the  most  palpable 
inconsistencies.  Was  it  not  more  rationBl  to  conclude, 
that  the  national  Legislatttre  of  that  day  bad  more  confi- 
dence in  ttie  inbegniy  of  the  States  than  waa  felt  by  Con- 
rren  at  the  present  time  ?  And  if  they  did  feel  that  con- 
fidence in''the  Slates,  why  should  not  the  laws  of  the 
States,  so  fiir  as  it  would  be  expedient,  be  now  adopted  ^ 
1  he  present  law,  he  thought,  went  fir  enough  :  it  gave 
the  Circuit  Courts  power  to  alter  and  Amend  the  laws  of 
proeeis,  passed  by  the  State  Legislatures  ;  and  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Stales,  power  to  supervise  and 
overrule  them.  It  appeared  to  him  sound  jwlicy  that  the 
Federal  Cotirti^  at  bras  they  riuwld  agree  with  their  rules, 
fhould  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  States.  Wherever 
those  law*  were  In  hostility  to  their  rules,  it  was  in  tbe 
power  <^  the  Courts  to  amend  an<f  correct  them.  If  the 
amendment  of  the  genlleman  from  Tennessee  prevailed, 
he  would  engage  to  introduce  an  amendment  to  make  the 
application  of  the  principle  general  to  all  tbe  States.  It 
w'as  necessary  that,  in  some  shape  or  other,  this  bill  sliould 
pass,  more  <»pecia)ly  for  the  new  Slates,  wbidi  were,  by 
the  operation  <^  advene  circumiUiices»  de[Hived  altoge- 
ther of  Circuit  Courts. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that,  if  possible,  this  bill  ought 
new  to  be  decided  upoa.  It  was  a  measure  which  nad 
long  occupied  Congress,  this  being  the  second  or  third  ses- 
mm  in  which  it  bad  been  discussed.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate  in  its  present  form,  two  years  since.  The  course 
now  proposed  was  a  middle  one,  and  he  saw-no  objection 
to  it.  U  did  not  go  the  length  desired  by  tbe  gentleman 
ftom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Jeaxsajt.}  It  did,  certainly,  as  was 
stated  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Bxhbiiv*] 
establish  two  different  viilet.  This  objection,  however, 
would  be  removed,  if  an  amendment  could  be  introduced 
to, make  its  operation  equal  in  all  the  States.  As  to  the 
State  which  he  in  psrt  represented,  he  thought  it  would 
J>e  acccpuble,  and  considered  as  in  no  way  interfering 
with  the  establwhed  Judiciary.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
now  be  dectded,  in  order  to  aave  time,  and  to  satis^'  those 
who  were  desiroui  of  the  passage  of  Uie  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  som^  length, 
expressing  a  belief  (liat  it  was  never  tlie  intention  of  Con- 
greas  that  a  memlyr  of  a  Court  diould  have  the  power  to 
pass  process  acts,  make  execution  laws,  or  change  the 
wstem  of  process  in  any  of  the  States. 

Mr.  BKKmUN  said  that  he  had  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  pregreas  of  Ihe  bill.  For  himself,  however.  Ire 
desired  a  fuller  inquiry  into  its  merits  and  bearing.  The 
gentleman  from  lUiiuia  had  certainly^  proposed  an  import- 
ant alteration  in  the  amendment,  wnich  he  had  declared 
himself  ready  to  offer.  Bnt,  however  simple  tbe  question 
might  bf,  still  it  was  a  question,  and  required  the  great- 
est deliberation,  if  they  were  to  do  away  the  inequality 
of  its  uperaiinii,  and  give  to  the  old  States  the  same  provi. 
sions  that  were  extended  to  the  new,  a  difficulty  remained. 
I'he  power  extended  by  the  bill  to  the  Federal,  Courts, 
-was  entirely  illusory.  Laws  might  be  enacted  to  regu- 
klc  procesMM,  but  they  imgbi  be  altered  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  no  limit  was  placed  to  this  power  of  alteration. 
He  thiaught  that,  if  the  system  was  ailopted  at  all,  the  Su. 
pre  me  Court  ought  to  be  investe<l  with  a  supcr\'inng  pow- 
er, with  limitation*— in  the  first  place,  fiom  altering  the 
aardi  of  aiuti*  m  ai  to  make  tbdr  progwat  more  rapidly 


than  the  laws  of  the  Statea  allow  ;  and,  secondly,  restrict- 
ing the  Judges  of  that  Court  from  altering  the  principle 
of  those  laws  in  rehtion  to  final  process  These  object* 
be  had  in  view  in  moving  to  postpone  the  bill,  in  order  to 

S'lve  time  for  Investigation.    He  concludeil  hyr  moving  to 
y  the  bill  upon  the  table  t  but  suspended  liis  motion  at 
the  desire  of 

Mr.  HcKINLKY.who  ruse  merely  to  make  a  suggestion. 
He  should  be  glad  to  delay  the  consideration  of  the  tnll. 
In  the  present  form  he  should  object  to  it,  but  if  investi- 
gated further,  he  might  agree  to  its  adoption.  His  pre- 
sent impression  was,  that  the  powers  propcwed  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  Courts  could'Hot  be  conceded  without  danger. 
He  cmncided  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky, that  the  question  was  not,  what  were  the  intentwiu 
of  the  framers  of  the  law  of  '89,  but  what  were  its  effects  * 
He  shinild  vote  for  a  postponement. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed,  that  it  was  true,  as  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  operation 
of  the  princq>le  would  be  unequal ;  but  as  a  mudificaljon 
had  been  mentioned,  he  would  cay  nothing  further  on 
that  head.  With  deference  t«  the  desires  of  tjie  gentle, 
men  from  Georgia  and  Alabama,  he  wish'ed  that  the  ques- 
tion to  postpone  might  not  be  taken  until  that  upon  his 
amendment  had  been  decided  upon.  It  would  in  no  way. 
interfere  with  any  delay  that  might  be  thouglit  desirable, 
or  with  any  other  amendment  ttwt  might  subsequently  be 
suggeated.  He  thought  the  whole  subject  one  of  great 
importance  t  but  he  could  not  perceive  how  the  general 
question  on  the  bill  could  interfere  with  his  ameitdmeiit. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  he  should  willingly  go  the  whole, 
and  would  vcrte  for  a  motUfica6on  by  which  the  proviuon 
would  be  extended  to  the  old  States,  as  tliey  were  called. 
The  only  reason  why  the  amendment  offered  by  liim  did^ 
not  extend  oyer  the  whole  ground,  was,  that  he  did  not 
consider  bimselC  authorized  to  make  any  propontion  for 
altering  the  condition  of  those  States  in  which  the  system 
of  jurisprudence  had  long  been  established.  For  that  rea- 
son  he  proposed  only  to  cover  tbe  nine  States  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  '89.  I'hese  were  bis  motives.  If  the 
question  was  taken,  be  should  not  oppoae  laying  it  on  tbe 
table.  He  wished,  however,  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  first  on  the  amendment ;  which  would  not  debar  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  or  Alabama,  from  subseqtiently 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  power  of 
supervision  to  the  Supreme  Cotirt.  If,  however,  tbe  gen- 
tie  man  from  Georgia  persisted  in  laying  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  he  woukl  acquiesce. 

Tbe  question  being  then  Uken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BKRIUEN,  the  biU  WW  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LIEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  spedal  Orders  of  the  Day  then  ocwirring  in  their 
order,  the  bill  to  increase  tbe  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  Navy,  who  shall  have  served  ten  years,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  U.\RKISON  moved  the  postponement  of  ttie  bill 
(being  tlie  next  in  order)  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
duQr  on  Imported  Salt,  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  a  Sen- 
ator, who  took  an  interest  in  the  proposed  measure ;  but, 
befine  any  question  wis  taken  on  bis  motion,  he  withdrew 
it,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  MACON,  who  moved  that  the  Senate  now  proceed 
to  the  connderation  of  Executive  business :  which  wu 
coneuired  in,  and,  sAer  remaming  in  lecKt  seision  for  » 
abort  time. 

The  motions  of  Messrs.  SMITH  of  MsryUnd,  and 
BEKRIEN,  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  HARRISON  laid,  that  tbe  more  he  reflected  oo 
the  subject,  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  tliat 
there  were  eighty-six  who  would  be  entitled  to  the  ad* 
vMiced  pay,  in  case  the  bill  passed  as  it  was  rep<irted, 
while  there  were  Mxiy*fiDiir  who  bad  served  seven  y«r>r 
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uid  thirlf-Hx  wfio  had  Bcrred  five  ytxn,  nnd  who  would 
be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  ppovUion  for  an 
equal  number  of  years-    The  operation  of  the  bill  would, 
therefore^  in  hia  opinion,  be  bard  and  unequal ;  as  it 
uould  be  perceived  that  there  were  a  number  of  lieu- 
lennts  who  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  increase,  and 
yet  who  had  served  nearly  as  long  as  those  who  would 
hsTC  the  benefit  of  this  biU.    Many  junior  officers  were 
enploj-ed  in  the  same  service,  aiid  placed  on  an  equal 
footing'  vitb  those  who  were  a  few  years  their  seniors;  and 
tiie  remit  would  be,  that,  when  they  were  in  ports  to- 
gether, they  would  not  be  equal  in  respect  to  pay,  and 
the  one  would  be  able  to  enifly  comforts  beyond  the 
Rscb  of  the  other.    This  would  be  peculiarly  galling  to 
the  younger  officers,  in  cases  where  thev  sliuuld  happen 
o>  mesi  toother.    AU  such  teuses  of  discontent  and 
complaint  ough^  if  posnble,  to  be  aroided ;  and  he  felt 
aanred,  if  the  bill  should  pass^  its  partiality,  in  this  re- 
ject, wotdd  be  severely  felt.   There  could  not  poin- 
^hr  be  devised  a  plan  more  certain  to  depress  the  spirits 
uid  wound  the  pride  of  a  spirited  officer,  than  this.  Mr. 
M.  said,  he  had  determined  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  was 
reported.   But  he  should,  upon  further  reflection,  do  it 
vHh  great  reluctance,  and  only  under  a  conviction  that 
nothing  better  could  be  obtained  :  and  he  gave  his  friend 
from  uaine.&ir  warning,  that,  should  the  proposition  to 
amend  the  bill  not  succeed,  so  as  to  include  all  the  lieu- 
tenants of  the  Navy,  in  the  proposal  for  an  increase  of 
pay,  he  would  not  cease  to  urge  it  witli  all  his  efforts, 
and  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  totliat  effect,  until 
tbe  junior  officers  should  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  who  bad  served  a  longer  terra  of  years. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  he  should  not  have  ex- 
pressed himself  further  upon  this  subject,  had  he  not 
been  misunderstood.  It  was  coniddered  by  the  commit- 
tee, that,  afYer  long  services  in  the  Navy,  at  that  time  of 
life  when _the  judgment  was  matured,  and  the  officer  like- 
ly to  have  fbmted  connexions  which  would  increase  Iiis 
expenses^  it  was  merely  equitable  that  he  should  receive 
u  increased  compensation.  In  the  Army,  after  having 
wed  fbrsuch  a  space,  an  officer  was  entitled  to  a  brevet 
mk,  by  the  mere  force  of  time .  There  was  no  such  ad. 
™wemeMt  in  the  Navy,  and  ihia  additional  compensation 
would  supply,  in  a  measure,  its  pkce.  It  was  said  that 
there  were  individuals  as  meritorious  among  the  junior 
officers  as  among  those  who  had  served  longer.  This 
niight  be,  and  probably  was,  often  tlic  case.  But,  in  the 
Amy,  no  such  principle  as  this  was  acknowledged,  as  an 
officer  there  received  bis  brevet  rank  merely  on  account 
the  length  of  his  services.  Tlie  principle,  on  the  con- 
•™ry,  was  the  same  in  the  Navy  as  in  the  Army.  A  mid- 
ihipman,  for  instance,  was,  after  having  served  for  a  cer- 
twM  number  of  years,  entitled  to  a  warrant  as  postmidship- 
This  was  given  him  by  the  force  of  time  alone. 


man.      _     

lie  could  not  even  be  examined  until  a  certain  time  had 
Pf«cd,  So,  in  the  English  Navy,  the  surgeons  were  en 
tilled  to  a  certain  increase  of  pay  after  a  certain  time  of 
|errtce,  and  depending  on  nothing  else.  I'lie  committee, 
however,  did  not  rely  entirely  on  theory,  in  relation 
tb»i  subject.  They  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Se- 
Wtlaiy  of  the  Navy  upon  this  topic,  in  which  he  recom- 
■neoded  that  an  increase  of  pay  should  be  given  to  lieu- 
tcBinta  who  should  have  peif(wmed  ten  years  of  faithful 
serricc.  This  letter  was  not  communicated  to  the  com- 
"liUce  until  after  they  had  reported  this  bill,  with  which 
rt  accorded  exactly,  and  shewed  that  the  views  of  the  Dc- 
PwtmeBt  corroborated  fully  tliose  taken  by  the  commit- 
'ee-  Since  this  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate,  a  memo- 
n«  from  tlie  surgeons  of  (he  Navy  had  been  received, 
was  now  under  the  conuderation  of  the  committee  j 
thought  it  a  distinct  subject  which  ought  to  be 
■Bowed  to  stand  on  itgovn  merits. 

vofc  IV.— r  . 


Mr.  HAYNF.  said  that  tlie  proposition  of  bis  fHend 
fVom  Georgia,  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  the  design  of 
providing  for  the  surgeons  of  the  Navy,  was,  he  thought, 
premature.    The  whole  subject  of  the  medical  depsn- 
ment  of  the  Navy  was  now  before  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affiiirs.    It  was  very  desirable  that  measures  should 
be  taken  to  induce  men  of  talents  and  high  character  for 
science  to  ^  to  sea  in  that  department.   The  subject  of 
compensation,  it  was  true,  would  be  a  matter  of  grave 
consideration  ;  but  thit  did  not  embrace  aU  the  objects 
which  the  commiltee,  in  forming  their  plan  on  this  sub- 
ject,  had  in  view.    They  had,  therefore,  re8er\-ed  that 
subject  to  be  provided  (or  by  a  separate  bill.   As  to  the 
present  bill,  he  wished  it  to  pass  for  the  benefit,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  merits,  uf  the  lieutenanu  alone.  And, 
whilft  he  was  up,  he  would  say  a  few  wrads  in  relation  to  it. 
I  agree,  said  Mr.  H.  mth  my  fnend  fh>m  Ohio,  that  the 
present  pay  of  this  valuable  class  of  officers  is  inadequate 
to  their  comforts  or  their  services  t  and  I  do  not  agree 
with 'my  friend  frum  Maryland,  in  the  motion  which  he  has 
made.    To  the  bill  as  it  was  reported,  I  will  allow  I  had 
some  objections.  But  I  tliink  that  the  increased  compeii. 
aation  should  not  extend  to  all.   To  the  elder  officers  it 
was  due,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  metos  of  liv- 
ing according  to  their  rank.  The  committee  were  of  this 
onmion,  sustained     that  of  the  Department.    So-far  he 
disagreed  from  iua  fnend  froip  Maryland,  that  he  would 
not  accept  that  gentleman's  proposition,  unless  he  should 
be  convinced  that  tlie  bill,  as  reported,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained.    He  tliought,  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  that,  throughout  the  Navji',  the  payoughtto 
be  arranged  according  to  the  time  of  sen-ice.   His  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  pay  ought  to  be  progressive  t  so 
much  after  five  vears  service  ;  an  increase  after  ten  ; 
and  so  on.    He  slionld  be  in  favor  of  giving  an  increase 
of  pay  which  would  always  induce  the  officers  to  perform 
their  duty  with  zeal  and  fidelitv.    This  would  be  done 
most  efTcctually  by  fixing  an  advance  of  pay  at  a  certain 
period,  to  be  the  reward  of  &ithfu1  services.   He  did  not 
dutd)t  that  all  performed  their  duties  now  ;  but  he  woidd 
ask,  whether  it  could  be  supposed  that  an  officer  who 
had  ser^'ed  twenty  years  haa  no  more  claim  to  gratitude 
and  reward  from  his  country,  than  one  who  had  served 
only  five  years  ?    It  was  not  doubted  that  time  and  ser- 
vice would  have  ripened  their  talents.    Time  also  gene- 
rally changed  their  coodition.  Becoming  older  men,  they  . 
natnntlly  formetl  connexions,  and  probably  had  wives  and 
families  to  8m>port.    It  is  true  that,  for  a  young  officer, 
the  pa^  is  sufficient    I  say,  therefore,  said  Mr.  H.  that  a 
necessity  does  not  exist  to  mcrcase  the  pay  of  all  the  lieu- 
tenants in  the  service.    Rut,  il  it  is  allowed  that  the  pre- 
sent pay  is  sufficient  for  the  younger  grades,  I  contend 
that  it  ought  to  be  increased  aa  a  longer  term  of  aerrice 
fixes  their  character  and  increases  their  usefulness.  In 
the  Army,  if  length  of  service  did  not  entitle  the  officer 
to  an  increase  of  pay,  it  gave  him  an  advanced  rank  ;  and 
„j  he  believed,  tliat,  from  the  increased  expense  to  which 
,g   they  were  exposed  at  home  and  abroad,  the  older  officers 
to  Were  entitled  to  further  pay.    But,  if  he, could  not  get 
that,  he  was  willing  to  take  up  with  the  propoation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr,  CHANDI^R  did  not  need  the  warning  voice  of 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  convince  him  that  the  mea- 
sure would  be  persevered  in.  Mr.  C.  had  expressed  his 
belief  before,  and  he  now  Tepeated  it,  that  this  was  only 
one  step  towards  a  general  system  of  high  pay.  No  doubt 
it  would  be  followed  up  Until  every  officer  in  the  Navy 
would  share  in  the  increase.  I'hc  brevetted  officers  of 
the  Army  had  been  referred  to.  But  he  believed  it  woold 
be  found  thtt  they  had  no  increase  of  pay  in  consequence 
of  their  brevets,  unless  they  were  given  »  scpartte  com- 
mand.  If  it  were  necessary  tiiat  the  pay  of  some  of  the 
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older  lieutenants  should  be  raised,  lie  did  not  see  why  the 
increase  should  also  be  given  to  the  younger  officers.  If, 
however,  the  Senate  should  think  differently,  he  should 
merely  content  himself  to  vote  as  he  saw  fit.  But  he  be- 
lieved the  gentlemen  vho  had  chat^  of  tlie  bill  were 
mistaken  in  their  views  in  endeavonng  to  assimilate  the 
pay  of  the  Navy  and  Army. 

Hr.  HARRISON  uid,-  that  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  was  a  mistaken  one  in  relation  to 
the  brevet  rank  of  tht  Army.  Drevetted  officers  received 
no  additional  pay  except  in  some  particular  instances.  He 
knew  an  officer  who  received,  during  the  last  war,  the  bre- 
vet rank  of  my  or,  and  who  never  to  this  day  received  a  lir- 
ttiing  above  his  captain's  pay.  It  was  a  grade  which  did  not 
necessarily  bring  with  it  any^  additional  emolument.  The 
idea  of  it,  in  the  English  service,  from  which  our  Army  bor- 
rowed it,  was,  that  it  wasapartofaprogressive  promotion  ; 
luid,  during  our  late  war,  it  was  prmcipally  employed  as  a 
token  of  honor  bestowed  on  officers  who  had  distinguish- 
ed themselves.  As  to  our  Naval  ofBcers,  he  wouhl  re- 
mark, that  their  situation  required  that  they  sliould  sup- 
port the  appearance  of  gentlemen.  When  they  go  abroad, 
a  comparison  must  lake  place  between  them  and  foreign 
officers,  which  is  much  to  the  advants«e  of  the  latter. 
'Hiey  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  Tooting,  and  be 
able  to  equal  in  appearance,  and  return  the  courteues 
diewn  tbem  by  foreigners.  Tlicy  had  lived  for  many 
years  on  hope,  and  they  began  to  fear  that  hope  deferred 
was  always  to  be  their  loL  He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday, 
as  to  the  comparative  duties  and  pay  of  the  oflicers  of  the 
Nkvy  and  other  persons  in  the  public  employments.  He 
beliered  they  were  dcMfving,  and  tnisted  their  deserts 
vrouM  not  any  longer  be  neglected. 

ftlr.  McLANC  observed,  that  lie  was  iii  favor  of  in- 
creanng  the  pay  of  these  ofHcers,  but  averse  to  doing  it 
according  to  the  time  of  service-  It  was  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  the  disparity  between  the  pay  of  tlie  Army  and 
Navy  was  very  great  j  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  that 
ftf  the  Army  was  too  high-  He  did  tiot  supiwse  that,  in 
fixing  the  pay  of  the  ofliccrs  of  eillier,  it  was  intended, to 
remunerate  them  for  actual  services — that  was  impos- 
sible—-but  to  cherish  those  men  whose  devotion  to  their 
country  would  be  proved  in  tlie  event  of  another  war. 
The  principle  on  which  they  acted  was  of  a  higher  nature 
than  to  aomit  the  stippontion  that  their  services  and 
fidelity  were  to  be  bought  for  a  price.  'I'he  object,  then, 
of  the  bill  was  to  support  these  men  honorably  and  liberal- 
ly in  time  of  peace,  whose  lives  were  to  be  risked,  in  case 
of  a  war,  for  our  defence.  Now,  nr,  said  Mr.  McL.  if  the 
officers  of  the  Army  do  not  receive  too  mucli,  why  should 
we  not  advance  the  pay  of  those  of  the  Navy  ?  I  look  upon 
the  Navy  as  the  most  important  arm  of  our  iiatJonal  de- 
fence ;  and  we  ought  to  cherish  It  in  the  prospect  of  its 
fiitore  services.  I  do  not  intend  to  disparage  the  Arm}-, 
nor  am  1  insenuble  to  its  merits*  or  foi^tful  of  the  many 
brave  officers  it  has  produced.  But  I  must  say,  tliat,  from 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country,  the  Navy  is  the  most 
important  branch  of  our  war  establisliment.    Yet  this  im- 

?ortant  branch  of  service  is  comparatively  neglected- 
'he  officers  of  our  Anny  are  brought  up  in  the  Military 
Academy,  and  are  then  introduced  at  once  into  actuid 
service.  The  young  Kaval  officer  must,  on  the  contrary-, 
educate  himseu  from  his  own  books,  and  depend  on  hia 
limited  opportunities  for  improvement.  And,  when  he 
lias  toiled  through  all  these  difHculties,  left  in  a  manner 
to  himself,  and  arrives  at  a  higher  grtide,  what  does  he 
receive  ?  A  sum,  even  if  this  bill  should  pass,  much  leas 
than  the  pay  of  the  Army  officer,  who  has  been  educated 
&t  the  expense  of  the  GOTcrnment.  But  it  has  been  said, 
that  lie  has  a  dunce  of  sharing  prize  money.  That,  cer- 
tainly was  w/t  the  case  during  a  peace  t  and,  setting  that 
ODDMcnition  aside,'  he  would  repeat  that  this  was  not  the 


principle  on  which  they  should  be  treated.  They  should 
be  cheriirtied  and  encouraged  in  a  time  of  peace,  ao  a»_  to 
create  the  materials  fur  efficient  defence  m  war.  Prize 
money  was  the  reward  thdr  own  gallantly-.  It  cost 
the  country  nothing,  and  was  essentially  the  property  of 
the  captors.  What  is  the  object  of  susUining  these  in- 
dividuals m  peace,  at  all  ?  It  is,  that,  when  war  comes, 
their  gallantiT  may  be  at  our  disposal.  What  arc  you  now 
asked  to  do  f  To  raise  their  pay  to  an  equality  vilh  that 
of  tlie  officers  of  the  Army.  And  why  should  this  increase 
be  confined  to  those  who  have  served  ten  ycara  f  To  me, 
said  Mr.  McL.  that  class  seem  rather  less  entitled  to  it 
than  the  junior  officers.  The  former  have  arrived  at  a 
point  nearer  promotion,  if  llieir  services  have  been  me  - 
ritorious,  and  will  sooner  be  made  captains  t  while  llie 
latter  have  a  long  series  of  yean  before  them  of  hard  ser- 
vice, with  little  prospect  of  immediate  promotion.  If  the 
object  was  to  cherish  the  Navy,  we  ought,  at  least,  to 
make  the  officers  comfortable,  and  give  them  a  genteel 
subsistence.  These  were  the  grounds  on  which  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill  ;  and,  wishing  to  see  the  Army  and  Navy 
placed  on  an  equal  footing,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  fnotion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  to  recommit. 

Mr.  WOODUUUY  observed,  that  it  was  immaterial  to 
him  what  course  the  bill  took.  As  to  tliat  jiortion  of  tbc 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  wluch  related  to 
the  pay  uf  the  surgeons, he  thouglit  it  superfluous,  u  the 
subject  was  about  to  be  reported  upon  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AfTairs  i  and  he  understood  their  object  to  be, 
to  change  the  wjtole  system.  As  to  tlie  proposition  to 
place  all  the  lieutenants  on  the  same  foolmg,  as  to  pay, 
he  would  observe,  that  there  was  this  difference  between 
the  officers  of  the  Amy  and  Navy  :  The  rank  of  those 
in  the  latter  service  was  the  same  in  their  separate  grades. 
It  was  not  so  in  the  former :  a  captain,  for  instance, 
whose  commission  bore  a  certain  date,  and  who  has  served 
a  certain  number  of  years,  ranks  as  a  major  by  brevet  ; 
yet  the  pay  of  a  captain  does  not  increase  according  to 
his  brevet  tank.  Hut  he  apprehended  that  the  Senate 
could  not  consider  the  proposition  to  advance  the  pay  of 
all  the  lieutenants  without  revinng  the  whole  system  i  and, 
if  that  was  done,  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  individual  at  the  head  of  the  depait- 
ment.  And  he  had  already  confined  his  recommendations 
to  the  lieutenants  who  had  served  ten  years.  He,  there- 
fore, was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  stood.  The  geiitk  man 
from  Ohio  had  mistaken  him,  Mr.  W.,  in  supposing  he  was 
of  opinion  that  tlie  brevet  rank  entitled  an  officer  to  an  in- 
creased pa}'.  He  had  only  intended  to  ai|fue  that  it  was  a 
distinction  which  operated  as  a  stepping-stone  to  promo- 
tion, and  was  confined  by  tlie  mere  force  of  time.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  being  amilitary  man,  he  had  not  thought 
it  neceuary  lo  explain  minutely  liis  views  on  this  head. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  the  clearness  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [klr.  Sxita]  had  treated  thia 
subject  yesterday,  obviated  any  necessity  on  his,  Mr.  B.'ft, 
part,  to  say  much  upon  it.  But,  ss  to  his  proposition,  he 
would*  say  one  word.  A  number  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Navy  had  presented  to  the  Senate  a  memorial,  appealing, 
not  to  the  generonty,  buttotlie  juaticeof  the  coimto',in  a 
manner  vliicb  ouglit  not  to  be  neglected .  The  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  had  come  from  the  Committee  w  ithout  are - 
port.  By  this  bill,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  not 
granted;  it  was  passed  by,  and  a  tfistinct  piopoaition 
made,  In  such  a  manner  ns  to  cut  olT  a  lai^  number  of 
meritor'ous  officers,  in  the  same  grade,  fl'om  a  participa- 
tion in  the  benefits  to  be  conferred  by  the  measure.  It 
wxs  not  hia  object  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  to  obtain  a  re- 
committal,  in  order  to  ascertain  whctJicr  the  lieutenants 
of  the  Navy  had  not  been  raised  to  a  rank  requiring  the 
petformsnce  of  a  duty,  and  the  assumption  of  a  re^onn- 
bility,  for  which  they  had  not  been  rewarded,  and  for 
which  their  present  paj'  was  inadequate.    It  had  been 
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ihevn  that  they  were  placed  on  a  different  footing  from 
officenof  the  same  rank  in  the  Artnjr  {  but  it  had  not  been 
ihewn  why  this  disparity  should  exist.  What,  he  wnuld 
adc,  is  the  object  of  pay  lo  those  who  serve  in  the  defence 
of  ificir  country  ?  Is  it  to  tender  a  certain  amount  of  ■pur- 
chase money  (or  certain  speufic  services  ?  Or  is  it  to 
enable  these  ofRcers  to  enjoy  the  intprcourae  of  polished 
Gfe>  He  thoug^ht  we  need  not  go  so  &r,  but  stop  at  the  sim- 
ple (fedaraiion  that  it  wb  (riven  as  an  expreaaion,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  oftnevalue'of  their  services.  The 
object  of  his  motion  was  to  inquire,  whether  their  rank 
onriit  to  place  their  compensation  on  an  equal  footing 
via  the  heutenants  of  the  Army  ;  and,  if  so,  ttiat  it  might 
be  given  to  them.  The  committee  liad  reported  a  bill 
bjr  which  the  increase  oF  compensation  would  only  be 
given  to  th6se  who  should  have  served  a  certain  number 
of  years  { yet  it  was  not  shewn  that  this  would  place  them 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  captains  of  the  Army.  No 
one  would  doubt  the  trutli  of  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man fnnn  Delaware,  that  the  Navy  ought  to  be  cherished. 
It  was  his  own  sentiment  also  ;  and,  from  that  feeling,  he 
WIS  deairoos  of  inquiring  into  the  merits  of  their  case,  in 
Older  that  they  might  be  placed  in  a  situation  equally  ad< 
vanta^eous  wnh  that  enjoyed  by  their  equals  in  rank^tn 
the  military  service.  As  to  that  portion  of  his  motion 
wMd)  related  to  the  surgeons,  he  had  not  the  sligtitest 
objection,  since  the  explanations  that  had  been  made 
bj  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  and  South  Caro- 
lina, so  to  modify  his  proposition  aa  to  leave  .that  subject 
to  the  mecific  cotnndention  of  the  committee.  But  he 
was  stin  denroua  of  pressing  the  other  portion,  as  the 
notion  of  his  fnend  from  Maty  land  ditl  not  meet  the  whole 
object  which  he,  Mr.  ft.,  hail  in  view. 

Mr.  UAYNR  said,  that  this  proposition  was  different 
from  that  of  his  friend  from  Maryland.  He  had  not  been 
prepared  to  meet  it,  because,  until  now,  he  supposed  (hat, 
apart  from  the  subject  of  the  surgeons,  the  two  mo- 
fions  were  similar.  The  object  of  the  gentlefhan  from 
Georgia  was  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the  lieutenants  with 
that  M  the  captains  of  the  Army.  He  would  merely  state 
the  effect  of  this  measorc.  The  addition  of  pay,  should 
tins  motion  prevail,  would  be  twenty  dollars  per  month, 
while  the  biU  proposes  to  give  only  ten.  On  the  relative 
expediency  of  these  propositions  the  Senate  would  de- 
cide. The  pay  of  a  captain  of  the  Army  was  now  1,081 
doUan  t  that  of  the  Ueutenant  of  the  Navy,  with  tlie  in- 
crease proposed  by  this  bill,  woidd  be  960  dollars ;  so 
that  then  still  remained  a  distinction  between  their  pay 
of  i%\  dollars.  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  go  so  far 
in  the  inerease  of  the  compensation  of  the  lieutenants,  he 
votild  leave  to  the  SeiuUe,  contenting  himself  with  this 
expbnation. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  BERRIEN'S  motion, 
u  moaned     him^and  it  was  rejected  Without  ft  division. 

The  motion  of  VfK  SMITH,  Mainland,  to  amend  the 
bfll  by  striking  out  the  words  **  who  shall  have  served  ten 
years  as  such,"  so  as  to  make  the  increase  of  pay  appli- 
cable to  aB  the  lieutenants  of  the  Navy,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  he  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  remark  of  his  colleague,  that  all  the  ofRcers 
of  the  same  grade  ought  to  receive  the  same  pay.  He 
would  now  wbmit  an  amendment  which  wouldt  he 
thought,  equartse  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  cor- 
responding rank  in  ttie  Army  and  Navy.  He  would  move 
to  iiuert  \n  the  first  section  these  words :  "  and,  atler  ten 
"years'  service,  each  lieutenant  ^all  receive  an  additional 
"  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  one  additional  ration 
"per  day."  If  this  amendment  werfe  adopted,  it  would 
make  the  emolument  of  the  Hmtenanb  of  the  Navy  who 
bad  served  ten  years,  the  same  as  that  of  a  captain  of  the 
Army.   K  needed  not  to  be  stated  to  tiie  Senate,  that  the 


present  compensation  would  not  enable  them  to  bear* 
He  hoped  that  the  Senate  wouU  an»e  with  turn,  that  audi 
long  services  and  deprivation  mmted  the  increate  whidt 
he  proposed  to  give  them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, his  intention  was,  6rst  to  raise  the  pay  of  sUthe 
lieutenants  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  then  to  raise  it  tan 
dollars  more  at  the  end  of  ten  gears'  service.  He  was 
entirely  opposed  to  the  proposibon. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS  was  then  negatived 
without  a  diviuon,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engron- 
ed  fw  a  third  rea^ng. 

TouoAT.  Jaxvabt  33,  1838. 
LIEUTENANTS  XN  THE  NAVY. 
The  bill  to  tnereaie  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  in  the  Navy 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MACON  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill,  in  the 
course  uf  which  he  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  time  to  in. 
crease  the  expenditure  of  the  Government,  as,  in  the  part 
of  the  country-  where  he  resided,  money  was  never 
scarcer,  nor  times  banter,  than  now.  He  had  observed, 
that  it  was  always  a  good  time  to  nuse  compensation^  bat 
never  a  good  time  to  reduce  thtm.  He  should  say  no 
more  than  tint  he  should  vote  against  tlie  bill. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  passage  of  the  hilt, 
the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  asked  ny  Mr.  BATEHAN,  whose 
call  being  sustained,  the  bill  passed  by  the  following  vote : 
YEAS— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bou- 
ligny.  Branch,  Chambers,  Chue,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hayne,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Johnston,  of  I^,  Kane, 
King,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Robbins,  Roiran, 
Sanfofd,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md.,  Tyler,  White, Willey— 29. 

NAYS-— -Messrs.  Bateman,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Die1cer■0I^ 
Hendriclts,  Macon,  Parris,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  toith  o( 
S.  C-,  Thomas,  Williams,  Woodbury— 13. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  far  the  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  Rom  from  Bridgeport  to  Zaneaville,  in 
Ohio,  and  to  eause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  route  of 
the  same,  from  Zanesvillc,  to  the  Seat  of  Government  in 
the  Stale  of  Missouri,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENpUICKS  did  not  suppose  that  it  would  be 
necessary,  or  that  the  Senate  were  disposed,  to  go  into 
an  argument  on  the  principles  of  the  bill.  To  press 
such  remarlu  at  this  period  wouhl  be  needles*  and  im- 

CioUtic  It  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Commissoners  to 
et  parts  of  the  road  remain  in  an  unfinished  situation ; 
ami  this  bill  provided  for  the  completion  of  twenty-three 
miles,  terminating  at  Zanesville,  which  had  been  left  in 
this  condition.  He  did  not  tliink  it  necenaiy  to  ar^e 
upon  the  obligation  of  Congress  to  give  this  appropriation, 
Tliat,  he  believed,  had  been  fully  established  on  Ibrnwr 
occauona.    It  was  now  necessary  that -the  woriE  should 

Erogrcss  speedily,  as  the  road,  to  a  certain  exten^  had 
een  made,  and  m  its  partly  finished  state  would  BufTer 
damage,  if  the  work  were  not  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  inquired  what  amount  of  die  two 
per  cent  on  sales  of  public  lands  had  been  applied  to  the 
construction  of  this  road^  ^ 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  an- 
swer the  question.  In  ISOT,  the  kw  had  passed,  autho* 
rizing  the  application  of  two  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of 
land,  to  the  construction  of  tiie  road .  Thia  two  per  cent, 
on  the  actual  sales  made  in  Ohio,  had  already  been  absorb- 
ed, and  a  large  sum  besides.  But  he  did  not  consider 
Congress  restricted  in  this  fnalter.  It  was  a  great  National 
work,  and  bad  been  acted  upon  as  such,  and  appropria- 
tions had  been  made  to  carry'it  on  independenUy  of  tho 
two  per  cent.  The  road  had  now-gone  hcyond  the  Ohio 
river,  and  was  progrening  towards  the  State  of  Missouri, 


serrices  of  these  officers  were  arduous  in  the  extreme,  I  into  which  it  wouU  in  a  few  years  penetrate.  To  stop, 
•td  dial  their  rank  exposed  them  lo  expenses  whi<^  their )  s«emed  now  out  of  the  question.   Hie  Commisnoner  ^ 
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the  Land  Office  had  made  a  ■tatetnent  of  the  amount  of 
the  two  per  cent,  on  kods  in  the  Stute  of  Ohio,  which 
would  be  about  two  imlUons  when  all  the  lands  were  sold- 
When  this  sum  would  be  pealiaed,  he  did  not  know.  It 
was  not  his  coinputationt  but  that  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  law  bad  been  passed  to  carry  on  the  work  to 
ZanesvUle :  and  this  appropriation  was  oiAy  to  complete 
what  hiud  been  bcnin  under  that  law.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose there  would  be  any  opposition  to  an  ap^priatiou 
tm  Mdi  an  object— as  the  time  tot  opposing  it,  tf  ever, 
was  at  the  first  agitation  of  the  measure^  The  greater 
portion  of  this  great  national  work  was  completed,  and 
would  only  require  some  care  on  the  part  of  the  Super- 
intendent Itliad  been  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  was 
covered  widi  stone  not  over  four  ounces  in  weight  i  the 
•urfkce  had  become  cmsolidated,  and  made  a  firm  and 
dun^le  road.  There  was  a  balance  of  the  work,  of  about 
-twenty  miles,  from  Biidgewater.  to  Zanesville,  yet  to  be 
completed,  and,  for  that,  this  appropriation  was  to  be  made. 
The  labor  must  be  done  gradually,  as,  if  the  stones  were 
immediately  covered  with  earth,  tbey  would  settle  and 
make  holes.  For  this  reason.  Congress  had,  formerly, 
made  such  appropnations  as  the  dinerent  stages  of  tlie 
work  required.  But  it  was  now  necessary  to  provide  a 
sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  road,  and  to  cover  alfthe 
little  repairs  that  would  be  required.  This  section  of  tJie 
road  was  throo^  a  clay  soil,  and  was  very  difficult  to  be 
worked  upon,  so  as  to  form  a  solid  and  permanent  work. 
The  advantage  of  the  road  wotdd  be  found  to  be  vety 
great ;  and  one  ftet  jnigbt  be  mentioned  in  relation  to  its 
effects  as  fdt  by  the  Government  iUelf.  Formerly,  on  this 
route,  the  mail  contracton  received  eighty  dollars  a  mile, 
while  at  present,  they  contract  to  carry  the  mail  for  thirty 
doUara — making  a  saving  of  6ft^  dollars.  He  hoped  the 
bill  wouldnotmeet  with  opposition  th:it  would  require  an 
elaborate  debate  upon  it  j  and  the  time  of  the  Senate 
might  be  spared. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  was  nut  satisfied  with  the  answer 
given.  He  wished  to  know  how  much  Itad  been  receiv- 
ed and  expended,  that  they  might  know  what  to  depend 
upon  hereafter. 

Hr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  reflected  on  the  manner  in  which  appropriations 
bad  been  disttibuteid  among  the  several  States. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  once  discussed  this  subject ; 
and  he  had  no  deure  to  do  it  agun  :  But  he  could  not 
refrain  from  noticing  a  document  which  lay  on  the  table, 
and  which  gave  an  enormous  sum  as  necessary  for  the  re- 

f)airs  of  the  road.  It  staled  that  it  would  cost  oniy  four 
lundred  thousand  dollars  if  repaired  on  the  H'Adam's 
^stero-  lfwhatbadbeendone|already,requiredBolaige 
a  sum  for  repair^  was  it  not  mcumbent  on  the  Senate 
to  consiikr  what  the  repairs  of  the  road^  when  extended 
to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  Missouri,  would  cost  ?  And 
also  the  continual  charge,  for  repairs,  of  the  projected 
road  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C, 
what  enormous  amounts  will  it  not  require  to  keep  these 
great  works  annually  in  repair.  Why  do  not  the  friends 
of  the  whole  system  estabhsh  toll  gates,  and  make  those 
who  travel  up<m  the  road  pa^  for  it  ?  As  it  is  now,  we, 
after  having  made  it,  are  obliged  to  support  it,  ourselves. 
If  the  friends  of  the  project  have  it  in  tlieir  pawer  to 
make  the  road,  why  not  make  use  of  tlieir  power  to  pay 
the  expences  of  its  repairs  ?  Congress  has  been  going 
on  for  years  in  its  lavisli  expenditures  on  this  object ;  and 
now  the  elTect  of  its  extravagance  was  beginning  to  be 
made  manifest.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  an  mquiiy  would 
be  had  into  the  estimates  and  expenditures  for  this  ob- 
ject ;  and  be  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the  latter 
had,  in  every  instance,  exceeded  the  former. 

Mr.  HARRISON  sud,  that  he  would  not  take  to  him- 
self any  portion  of  the  imputCtion  of  uncharilableness, 
which  bad  been  aUuded  to  by  the  gentfeman  from  North 


Carolina,  because  he  had  never  reused  to  vote  for  any 
appropriation,  for  purposes  similar  to  this,  let  them  be 
in  what  part  of  the  Union  tbey  might.  Let  any  rational 
project  be  brou^t  forward,  and  he  would  cbeerfultj'  vote 
for  it.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  seemed  to 
blame  the  Western  States,  because  internal  improvements 
had  notbeen made inhis State.  But,saidM7.  H.,  we  could 
not  originate  any  measure  of  the  kind,  because  we  did  not 
know  the  localities.  In  all  these  questions  it  was  neces- 
sary t9  inquire  whether  the  work  was,  or  was  not,  a  na- 
tional one.  Let  that  question  be  decided,  and  he  believetl 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  might  be  sure  of  the 
aid  of  all  the  Western  members.  The  State  of  Ohio  was 
now  constructing  a  great  National  Canal,  to  which  ahe 
looked  fur  highly  beneficial  results.  She  did  net  derive 
any  great  benefit  from  the  Cumberland  road,  and  had  not 
asked  much  aid.  The  United  States  at  large  would  de- 
rive more  good  from  it  by  far,  than  his  State,  or  indeed 
the  Western  States  separately.  .  It  was  a  national  object, 
highly  valuable  to  the  General  Government,  under  many 
considerations.  It  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  lands, 
and  accelerated  the  progress  of  settlements  upon  (hem. 
It  was,  also,  one  of  the  great  links  by  which  this  countiy 
w«s  bound  together.  Had  tlte  gentleman  from  Noftb 
Carolina  known  the  country  beford  the  road  was  com- 
menced, and  seen  it  tatterl}',  lie  wOuljl  have  been  at  no 
loss  to  feel  the  importance  of  this  work.  Formerly,  when 
a  person  went  to  the  Western  country,  it  was  looked  upon 
as  though  be  had  cut  Itimself  oOT  from  the  world.  In- 
stances fluently  occurred  of  aged  individuals  who  went 
early  to  the  Wes^  returning  to  visit  their  fKends  befure 
they  died,  who  never  expected  to  see  them  again.  AIJ 
this  was  now  dhanged  j  the  communications  had  beeome 
frequent  and  easy  j  and  not  oidy  old  family  connexions 
were  renewed,  but  new  alliances  were  frequently  formed, 
having  a  tendency  to  unite  with  a  kindly  feeling  the  dis- 
tant portions  of  the  countiy.  My  ftiend  fhim  Georgia* 
said  Hr.  H.,  says  that  we  of  the  West  are  the  cause  tk 
saddUng  tlie  Government  with  a  vast  expense  for  the  con- 
struction and  repidr  of  the  road.  In  reply,  I  can  only 
«ay,  the  advantages  are  equal  to  the  expenditure.  He 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  aigue  tlie  constitutional 
question,  which  he  agreed  with  ms  colleague  bad  long 
since  been  settled :  and  in  conclusion,  he  would  again 
assure  his  friend  ftma.  North  Carolina,  that  he  would  give 
his  cordial  aid  to  any  measure  which  should  be  proposed 
for  the  benefit  of  that  State. 

Mr.  BRANCH  mode  some  further  observations  in  op- 
position to  the  general  principle,  and  remarked,  that  be 
hoped  the  question  would  be  discussed  on  its  proper 
grounds — the  constitutionality  of  such  appropriations;  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  time  would  come  for  stopping 
the  progress  of  this  tremendous  exercise  of  power. 

Hr.  SHITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  never  had  suppoe- 
ed  that  Congress  took  upon  itsel^me  right  of  making 
internal  improvements,  or  had  aided  any  project  not  au- 
thorized by  the  States,  as  was  intimated  by  the  gentleman 
fttm  North  Carolina.  On  tlie  contrary,  he  recollected 
that  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  formerly  brought  for- 
ward a  resolution  that  each  State  m^t  mase  such  inter- 
nal  im  pro\-ement8,  withi  n  its  own  limits,  as  should  be  deem- 
ed expedient  j  and  tliat,  in  those  cases,  if  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  had  any  funds  to  spoie,  tb^ 
might  l>e  applied  to  aid  those  Sutes  in  canying  their  por- 
jects  into  execution.  In  pursuance  of  this  reulution,  said 
Hr.  S.  we  have  gone  on  and  subscribed  for  stock  in  va- 
rious works  of  internal  improvement  i  but  never  without 
the  consent  of  the  States.  The  Cumberland  road  was 
commenced  dimng  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson ; 
and  Congress  had  gone  on,  appropriating  fbr  its  progreas. 
until  it  had  nearly  arrived  at  Zanesville.  The  work  had 
been  done  in  a  most  substantial  manner,  and  was  not  sur- 
passed  any  where — certainly  not  equalled  in  tbe  United 
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SMtsB.  And  nov  s  amajl  ipproprifttion  is  vaoted  to  com- 
plete it  u  ftr  as  it  bu  gone  ;  and  are  we  to  stop  short  * 
Why-,  lir^il  ism  great  national  work,  which  will  bespoken 
of  in  the  history  of  our  countiy.  as  one  of  lh«  means  which 
»  viae  GoverBmeBtmade  use  of  to  draw  bother  the  dis- 
tant aectioaa  of  thia  Taat  nation.  But  it  m  argued  that 
the  two  per  cent  on  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  not 
cover  the  cost  of  the  rowJ.  And  suppose  it  will  not  j 
are  we  to  relinquish  a.  great  national  work  on  grounds 
like  these  f  Certainly  aoL  And  while  this  comphunt  is 
made.  Congress  is  talung  the  very  course  to  prevent  the 
oMMtntotioa  of  the  road  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  by 
pviog  away  the  lands  all  over  the  Western  country,  and 
WIS  tafcii^  the  surest  means  of  destroying  that  fiind.  If 
tUs  ST  stem  of  donations  is  stopped,  the  means  afTwded 
by  two  per  cent,  on  the  sales  ol  land  may  prove  adequate 
to  the  work.  But,  otherwise,  it  certainly  cannot.  Much 
has  been  said  about  the  expense  of  keeping  the  road  in 
Kfair.  Bat,  if  it  ia  so  great  a  burthen,  why  not  give  it 
up  to  the  SUtea  through  which  it  runs Ma^land  passed 
an  act  agreeing  to  take  the  roadi  if  the  United  States 
would  cede  it  to  her.  But  Congress  refused  to  cede  to 
her  the  oO  miles  that  runs  through  her  territory;  and  since 
Congress  was  averse  to  giving  up  the  road,  he  hoped  they 
would  allow  it  to  progress.  The  expenditure  was  nothing 
ia  eoB^Mrison  to  the  object. 

9aaae  geatlerocn,  said  Mr.  S.  have  complained  that 
tbdr  States  hare  recaved  no  benefit  from  the  system  of 
Mtenal  improreiMnt.  Well,  nrr  some  things  are  useful 
ta  some  parts  of  the  country  and  not  so  to  others.  The 
West  do  not  want  forlifieations,  while  the  Atlantic  States 
do.  And  two  fortifications  sre  now  erecting  in  the  State 
of  Nuth  Carolina.  ■  It  is  true  that  these  works  cannot 
oome  under  the  term  of  internal  improvement;  but  they 
Are  sometbiog^.  And  did  not  Congrcas  give  a  sum  of 
nnoqr,  a  year  or  two  unee,  for  the  Disnuu  Swamp  Ca* 
nal  ?  ]  koow  that  the  gentlemen  from  Vii;g^nia  spoke  and 
voted  against  it ;  but  I  dare  say  they  chuckled  when  it 
Mcceeded  in  spite  of  their  constitutional  objections.  Con> 
gresB  had  also  aubsCTibed  to  make  a  Canal  from  the  Chea. 
apcake  to  tlie  Delaware ;  indeed  they  had  given  to  every 
pMbn  of  the  counby,  where  >t  was  wanted,  their  assist* 
Hcei  and  doubtless  would  act  nvonibly  on  the  project 
presented  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman' from  Alabama. 
[Mr.  S.  here  enumerated  several  other  works,  among 
whieh  was  the  deepening  of  Savannah  river,  to  whith  Con- 
gress had  lent  its  aid.]  And  so  we  have  gone  on,  to  clear 
JtelHirs,  make  reads,  canala,  &c. — and  shall  we  now  stop, 
sod  refioe  to  complete  less  than  30  miles  of  the  Cumber- 
lud  Road  ?  He  would,  not  believe  that  work  was  to  end 
here.  He  knew  that  North  Candina  wanted  aiMtance. 
She  had  an  iron  bound  coas^  and  be  was  glad  that  she 
was  about  to  become  a  commercial  State.  He  did  not 
beat  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  yesterday,  [Mr.  Braitch] 
but  that  gentleman  ^uwed  him  the  mumonal  of  his  Peo- 
ple, previous  to  presenting  it,  and  he  [Mr.  S.]  told  liim 
that  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  it,  would  pass  the  Senate.  To 
cveiy  part  of  tlie  country,  where  it  was  needed,  improve- 
aentotwht  to  be  extended,  and  he  [Mr.  S.]  ahould  never 
withhold  his  vote  where  it  could  be  beneficially  used. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  the  powers  of  the  liovemment 
were  limked.  But  by  implication  and  construction  you  go 
on  and  nudce  the  Government  harder  and  harder  to  man- 
agCt  and  create  jealouaes  and  heart-burnings  among  the 
People.  The  Government  is  now  a  very  complicated 
■Mi^uac,  and  every  new  powec  makes  it  more  compli- 
.caled.  tf  he  was  not  mistaken,  there  was  a  gentleman 
pr«Kiit,  who  pn^osed  a  road  in  the  Cherokee  Nationi 
£very  thing  now  ia  national  or  anti-iiatioiiaL  Formerly, 
lh«y  were  divided  into  Federal  and  anti-Federal.  And, 
said  Mr.  M- ,  I  suppose  this  will  be  a  Federal  road,  because 
rtis made  by  the  Federal  Goveniinent.  The  gentleman 
mm  Maine  has  alluded  to  the  two  per  cent,  on  sales  of 


lands,  which  was  to  have  been  applied  to  the  construction 
of  this  road.   But  that  was  when  (he  lands  were  at  two 
dollars  an  acre.    Since  that  time,  they  have  been  re- 
duced to  $1  25  t  and  there  was  another  bill  before  the 
Senate,  wbich  proposed  to  reduce  that  still  lower.  Be- 
sides, we  are  continually  giving  those  lands  away.   I  re' 
member,  said  Mr.  M.  the  gentleman  who  formerly  intro' 
duced  the  bill  to  fix  the  pnce  at  tli«  present  minimum ; 
he  sud  he  would  go  no  farther — that  ^ntleman  has  unce 
been  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court,  and  is  now  unfortunate^ 
ly  dead.    But  so  we  go  on,  doing  more  and  more  to  make 
the  GoTenuneot  a  compficated  concern,  and  atill  going 
astray  from  ita  ori|^al  design.   It  tuul  been  said  by  gen- 
tlemen who  supported  this  bill,  that  the  constitutional 
question  had  been  settled.  But  he  thotigbt  it  would  nev«r 
be  settled  until  it  waa  fixed.   And  when  that  time  came, 
by  common  consent,  there  would  be  no  more  talking 
about  it.    How  lopg  was  it  before  Congress  granted  the 
money  for  the  Delaware  Canal  >   The  debirte  upon  it  waa 
long  and  obstinate— sufBdently  so  to  diow  that  the  con- 
stitutional principle  was  not  so  fuUy  settled  aa  some  gen- 
tlemen sAppased.  I  always  thougbtjthia  road  made  by  un- 
constitutional means.    And  I  don't  agree  on  this  head 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  complains  of 
the  operation  of  the  Courts  in  liis  State.  On  that  point  I 
go  with  him.    He,  like  all  of  us,  disputes  the  powers  of 
Congress,  where  they  go  agunst:him.   I  never  doubted, 
said  Mr.  M.  that  a  good  road  waa  a  good  thing.-  1  say 
amen  to  that.    I  am  willing' to  give  the  two  per  cent,  to 
the  States,  to  make  their  roads ;  and  then  I  wish  to  have 
done  with  them.    J  don't  want  that  Congress  should  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  such  .works  as  this  in  the  sevend 
Sutes.  Let  them  do  them  themselves.   1  have  often  heard 
of  great  National  works,  and  that  they  were  free  from  ttdls 
to  all  the  People  of  the  countiy.   I  know  it  is  a  veiy 
pleasant  thing  to  trAvel  over  a  fine  read  fw  nothing.  But 
I  should  like  it  better  had  it  cost  the  Government  nothing ; 
but  been  made  by  the  enterprise  of  the  States.    He  be- 
lieved that,  in  former  times.  People  had  less  change  to 
pay  their  tolls  with  than  they  have  now.   I  don't  believe 
that  we  can  bind  the  country  together  by  legislation,  un- 
less we  adhere  to  the  Constitution.   And  the  more  you 
stretch  the  Constitution,  the  more  you  create  heart-burn- 
ings among  the  different  States  t  because  the  People 
never  will  beUeve  tliat  they  are  treated  alike  i  and  they 
can't  be,  in  a  country  so  large  as  this  is.    What  ia  to  bo 
the  result  of  thia  straining  of  the  Constitution  ?   Look  at 
your  table  ;  nearly  ready  to  break  down  with  applications 
for  the  extension  of  our  supposed  powers  to  roads,  canals, 
and  every  description  of  works.    Let  Congress  adhere 
to  the  true  meaning  of  that  instrument,  and  they  wiU  get 
rid  of  these  difficulties.    Here  you  see  a  great  and  neh 
State  coming  forward,  with  a  petition,  and  stating  that 
they  are  poor  and  want  assistance.    This  is  always  the 
strain.    I  read  all  these  documents,  or,  if  I  leave  out  any, 
they  are  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  the  manufactu- 
rers.   Sir.said  Mr.  M.  we  are  in  the  fair  way  to  destroy 
this  Government  and  to  ruin  the  country.    Such  will  be 
the  case  when  the  infrotgements  uptm  the  Constitution 
have  gone  a  little  fiftKber.    I  wish  to  adhere  to  its  letter 
and  its  spirit.    Let  me  say  that  a  vote  against  any  assum- 
ed power  does  nothing.   The  only  case  which  I  know, 
that  was  settled  in  tlie  negative,  waa  the  sedition  law.  I 
am  nearly  done ;  and  1  did  not  mean  to  have  said  a  word 
on  the  subject,  and  1  do  not  believe  I  should,  if  an  allu- 
uon  had  not  been  made  to  the  Constitution.   If  you  go 
on  in  your  present  career,  and  destrov  the  Government, 
what  will  your  State  GoveriraienU  do  .''They  will  Set  about 
looking  up  another  sedition  law,  and  then  consolidation 
will  follow.    The  Federal  Government  Iiaa  established  ga- 
ming uliupB.  1  mean  the  banks  and  lotteries  ;  and  in  these 
and  other  games,  our  liberties  and  our  Constitution  are 
hkely  to  be  gambled  away. 
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Mr.  TYLER  expressed  the  hope,  on  his  riain^f,  that  i 
the  Senate  would  experience  no  alarm  at  the  circum-  t 
stance  of  hU  having  taken  the  floor.  He  did  not  rise  ' 
to  ro  into  a  constitutional  discussion.  He  rose  only  to  i 
tender  to  the  rentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sxitk] 
who  had  just  addressed  the  Senate,  his  thanks  for  the  < 
remarka  he  had  made,  and  to  correct  him  in  one  parti- 
c^ar.  He  begged  leave  to  premise,  that  there  was  no 
member  of  that  body  whom  he  held  in  higher  respect 
than  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  If  I  had  been  for 
the  first  time  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject with  a  view  to  arrive  at  satUfactory  conclusions, 
the  gentleman  would  have  convinced  mc,  [said  Mr.  T.] 
of  the  inexpediency,  apart  from  the  unconstitutionality, 
of  exercising  this  power  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
The  gentleman,  sir,  has  vi^ted  the  representation  on 
this  floor,  of  many  of  the  States,  and  sustained  by  the 
Honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bniscn] 
has  represented  them  as  yielding  to  the  allurements  - 
presented  in  some  local  scheme.  He  has  portrayed 
them  as  voting  for  the  exercise  of  this  power,  whenso- 
ever the  State  they  represented  was  intei^sted  in  the 
scheme  proposed.  He  has  paid  his  respects,  among 
others,  to  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Tazewell]  who 
is  not  now  in  his  placc>  and  while  lie  does  him  the  Jus- 
tloe  to  admit,  that  he  voted  against  the  appropriation  of 
9150,000  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  represents  him  as 
chuckling  and  rejoicing  at  the  fact  of  its  passage,  [jlere 
Mr.  Smith  explained.]  1  xhuuld  be  happy,  could  I  be- 
lieve tl»t  I  misapprehended  the  gentleman.  I  am  certain 
that  the  gentleman  intended  no  disrespect  to  my  colleagiie. 
Far  from  it.  He  feh  it  his  duty  to  express  the  thorough 
conviction,  that  no  local  benefit  or  tempororj'  expediency 
couk)  ever  lead  that  gentleman  to  do  other  than  regret, 
whatt  in  his  conscience,  he  should  believe  violi^ory  of 
the  Constitution.  Gentlemen  might  represent,  in  as  bril- 
liant colors  as  they  miglit  please — paint  with  the  most 
glowing  pencil,  the  benefits  of  any  scneme,  (and  he  knew 
that  all  the  treasures  of  rhetoric  had  been  employed  in 
embellishing  (his  usurpation  over  roads  and  canals }~and 
yet,  air,  if  it  was  unconstitutional,  it  was  inexpedient. 
The  preservation  of  the  CoiutituUon  was  the  heightli  of  ex- 
pei^ency.  That  instrument  was  the  charter  of  American 
nberty  i  destroy  it,  and  that  liberty  was  gone  ;  sap  it  by 
gradual  encroachments,  and  its  destruction,  in  the  end,  is 
rendered  as  certain  as  if  it  was  assailed  by  the  bayonet. 

But,  sir,  apart  from  this,  the  gentleman  has  satisfied 
me  of  the  utter  iuexpediency  of  exticising  this  power. 
Is  it  true,  that  it  operates  so  powerfully  on  Senators  even, 
selected,  as  they  are  presumed  to  be,  for  their  gravity, 
their  wisdom,  their  attachment  to  the  Comtitutjon,  their 
elevation,  above  the  mere  ephemeral  policy  of  the  hour, 
their  indifference  to  the  agitations  of  party  ;  is  it  true,  that 
this  allurement  of  State  interest  causes  them  to  embrace 
it  withotit  stopping  even  to  glance  at  the  Constitution,  the 
charter  of  their  rights,  and  those  of  the  States  ?  If  it  he 
so,  it  is  time  to  arrest  this  monstrous  evil.  Oentlemen, 
aRer  thl%  in  vain  will  present  to  tay^  acceptance,  amveil 
as  it  may  be  in  all  the  finery  in  which  their  im^nations 
can  cloihe  it,  this  power,  however  fair  they  'may  re- 
present it.  I  shall  only  be  able  to  regard  it  as  an  old 
wrinkled  hag,  corrupted  and  corrupting.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T. 
all  will  concur  in  the  importance  and  necessity  of  guarding 
against  the  accumulation  of  patronage  in  the  Executive 
hand.  That  patronage  will  never  fail  to  be  exercised  for 
ambitiouaand  time-serving  purposes.  I  mean,  sir,  to  make 
nochai^  against  the  present  Administrators  of  the  Go 
vernment;  Iseek  to  awaken  in  the  discussion  of  a  grave 
question,  no  party-feeling  ;  T  should  thereby  only  disap- 
point my  own  dbject.  Will  the  members  of  (his  body 
continue  Jbnger  to  exercise  a  power  which,  according  to 
the  showing  of  the  gentlt^man  from  Maryland,  may  be 
used  so  direcdy  as  a  bribe  upon  the  several  Sl:<(es  >  If 
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it  can  operate  here,  surely  it  is  not  presuming  too  much 
to  suppose  that  It  may  exercise  its  mfluence  elsewhere. 
What  an  electioneering  weapon  do  gentk-men  thus  place 
in  th  hands  of  this  government  1 

Vit^nia  has  been,  over  and  over  again,  reviled,  and 
efforts  have  been  uncea»ngly  made  to  ridicule  her  for 
her  advocacy  of  principles  at  war  with  the  latitudimunan 
principles  of  this  day.    And  yet,  Sir,  what  fruit  has  been 
the  result  of  a  departure  jVom  the  cause  she  has  untiringly 
maintained  ^    May  I  not  boldly  challenge  an  invectigattion 
into  this  subject  r    Congress  incorporated  the  D»<i1c  of 
the  Un'ted  States.    It  was  done  from  the  beat  of  mottTes, 
I  admit.   The  war  left  us  with  a  flood  of  paper  money, 
which  there  was  no  inclination,  and  but  little  ability,  to 
I'edeem  in  specie.    The  great  object  of  incorporating 
this  bank,  was  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  brin^  about 
specie  payments  ;  and  yet,  in  this  the  country  was  wholly 
deceived.    It  was  iiscd  as  the  instrument  of  tpecutation 
and  stock-jobbing.    I  have  a  personal  knowledge  upon 
this  subject,  arising  from  the  fact  of  my  having  been  de- 
puted,  along  with  others,  on  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  other  House,  to  investi^te  its  actual  condition.  The 
report  of  the  committee  wUl  justify  what  I  say-    It  stood 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  the  government,  no 
longer  relying  upon  it  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  ui- 
corporaUon,  had  to  coerce  the  payment  of  specie,  by  a  re- 
solutiun  requiring  all  duties  and  taxes  to  be  paid  in  specie. 
It  had  parted  with  the  great  body  of  its  resources,  and 
injudiciously  deputed  an  agent  to  England  to  procure 
specie,  which  was  no  sooner  procured  than  it  was  agmin 
wanting.    Itsoperation  has  served,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
to  cripple  the  state  institutions,  without  affording  any  cor- 
responding benefits.  I  cannot,  sir,  part  from  this  subject 
without  naying  to  Mr.  Chevea  the  tribute  which  is  due  to 
him  for  nis  after  management  nf  that  institution.    He  btks 
thereby  justly  acquired  for  himself  the  chantcter  of  one 
ofthe  most  enlightened  financiers-  Hia  self  denying  policy, 
and  thorough  understanding  of  banking  principles,  lias 
iven  to  the  bank  the  power  and  influence  it  now  so  un. 
appily  enjoys.    He  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  dwell 
longer  on  this  subject.  He  would  pass  on  to  that  which  gvrc 
rise  to  this  debate.    The  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and 
from  North  Carolina  had  jpven  a  picture  of  its  practical 
operation,  which  admitted  of  no  addition.   Thus,  Sir,  tbe 
doot  was  fairly  opened,  and  this  government  threatened, 
as  on  the  Missouri  question,  to  assume  a  new  attitude. 
Forgetful  of  its  actual  powers,  it  soughtto  usurp  the  pow- 
ers ofthe  people  themselves,  in  the  efforts  here  made  to 
fasten  on  the  people  of  Missouri  a  Constitution  whifli  they 
did  not  approve.    Thus  ia  it  always  with  power— ever 
accumulating,  and  ev«r  seeking  ftedi  pretexts  for  its  en- 
largement.    Mr.  Ttlm  discla  med  all  intention,  in  any 
thing  he  said,  to  awaken  an  unpleasant  emotion  in  Uie 
breast  of  any  one  who  bean!  him.     He  would  not  ques- 
tion, that  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  at  that  day  differed, 
were  actuatetl  by  as  honest  views  and  convictiona  as  go- 
verned himself.    His  motive  in  adverting  to  this  topic, 
could  not  be  misconstrued.   He  did  it  to  show  the  asn- 
gers  of  construction,  the  evils  which  had  sprung  from 
adopting  the  commentaries  of  modem  politiclins,  in  place 
of  the  plain  wording  as  the  instniment  itself.    But,  Sir, 
what  can  I  add  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  venenfble  gentle 
man  from  N- Carolina  i  [Mr.  Micov.]  He  has  shown,  most 
satisfactorily,  the  evils  by  which  we  arc  now  aurrouhded. 
Local  interests  arc  consulted  j  and,  hence,  your  ti^le  is 
loaded  with  memorials,  speaking  a  language  whicli  thrills 
to  the  heart  ofthe  patriot,  wherever  uttered.    The  power, 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excise?,  for 
objects  specifically  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  -has 
been  tortured  from  those  objects,  and  devoted  to  the 
purpose  oF  advancing  sectional  iniere*tts.    Thus,  Sir,  haa 
the  Goyeniment  succeeded  in  awakening  a  spirit  at  war 
with  the  permanency  of  our  institutions.  Thus  is  a  feelipg 
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cDgcnderrd,  which  has  the  effect  oftmy'ing  State  neainst 
SUte,  and  brother  against  brother.  These  are  the  bitter 
fruits  of  latitudinous  construction,  to  counterbalance 
Khich,  no  good,  however  great,  will  ever  be  found  to  be 
(ufficieiit.  No,  Sir,  nothing  can  atone  for  an  alienation 
of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  I'eopte  towards  one  another 
udtovuds  tbUGorernmetit  I  must  beUcve,thcii.that  the 
gentleman  from  Uatyland  is  mirtafccn,  in  ascribing  to  my 
colleague  secret  pleasare  in  the  enactment  of  the  law 
making  an  appropriation  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  My 
colleague  could  not  have  esteemed  that  as  a  boon,  whicli 
ainsted  in  sappin^'the  foundations  of  this  Government.  1 
Till  answer  powtively  for  Vir^nia,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
jtwt.  Her  comtitated  auihuities  would  hare  rejected, 
witluNrt  one  moment  of  heutaUon,  Uic  largess,  had  it  been 
offered  to  them,  and  tbey  would  liave  been  sustained  in 
such  rejection  by  the  People.  Let  our  mountains  still 
uplift  ibeir  untamed  peaks  to  tlie  clouds — let  us  have  to 
^nde  through  the  lurc  of  our  roads,  and  brave  the  mighty 
floods  of  our  streams,  in  the  best  way  that  ve  are  able — 
ret  ve  will  not  barter  the  Constitution  of  Uiia  land  for  any 
KKm  vhidi  may  be  offered  t  in  violation  thereof,  we  will 
not  be  tempted  to  countenance  a  temporary  expediency, 
for  that  great,  and  proimnent,  and  safe  policy  of  preserv- 
ing Uie  Government,  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  lliose 
who  made  it,  and,  tliereby,  oT  perpetuating  the  blesang^ 
ofliber^  to  our  posterity. 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  banng  occupied  your  time 
tbos  kmg.  When  I  rose,  I  had  no  mtention  of  sayiiiE  so 
nwch  {  but  1  throw  myself  upon  the  importance  of  the 
subject  for  my  apoloR}'.  He  could  urge  much  more  upon 
it,  but  he  Iiad probably  said  too  much  already.  Let  this 
Goremmeiit  avoid  all  interference  with  the  internal  aiTurs 
i4  the  States.  Let  it  revolve  in  its  own  orbit,  leaving  the 
Slate  Governments  to  r^olve  in  theirs,  and  no  imagina- 
tion, however  vivid,  can  paint  the  glurlen  which  await  us 
as  a  nation — but,  let  it  go  on,  as  it  has  of  late  gone  on, 
addreaaing  itself  to  localinterestg  and  feelings,  and  there- 
by engendering  feuds  and  animosities,  and  our  destiny 
may  easily  be  iorelold.  " 

Mr.  SMITH;  of  Md.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  impute 
incontiatency  or  want  of  principle*  to  the  Senators  from 
Virginia,  in  the  course  tbey  had  taken  in  relation  to  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  He  merely  intended  to  imply  that, 
idthough  the  Ditmal  Swamp  Canal  would  benent  their 
Slate,  such  was  their  ideas  of  the  Constitution,  that  they 
would  not  advocate  it. 

Hr.  H  AOON  sud,  tbat  tliis  system,  thus  fur,  had  shewn 
how  much  the  great  men  who  projected  it,  were  mistaken, 
in  their  ideas  trf"  making  its  effects  uniform  throughout  tlie 
country.  Such  a  thing  could  not  be.  Oentlemen  were 
ntstakenaltogether,tf  they  thought  that,  by  making  laws, 
they  could  buid  the  people  together.  When  any  part  of 
the  countiT  believes  tliat  it  has  not  its  fair  share  of  this 
power,  it  becomes  discontented.  And  if  ever  the  coun- 
iry  was  ruioed  it  would  be  from  this  cause. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  this  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pletion of  a  section  of  road  already  begun';  as  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  expediency  be  should  suppose  that  the  Congress 
uo^it  to  finish  What  luul  been  commenced.  He  saw  no 
neceanty  for  dnwing  into  tMa  discussion  the  question  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  to  make  Internal  ImprovemenU  ; 
because  tiiis  rovi  luul  been  in  progress  for  a  quarter  of  -a 
century — and  because  it  was  made  under  a  compact  wliich 
liod  induced  every  successive  Congresii  to  approve  it,  and 
make  appropriatioiis  for  its  continuance.  As  to  the  question 
whether  Congress  liad  thb  right,  it  was  easily  settled.  It  is 
said  that  two  per  cent,  was  reserved  fVom  the  sates  of  lands 
for  the  completion  of  this  work,  and  it  was  argued  tliat  no 
appropriations  ou^ht  to  be  made  beyond  the  »mount  aris- 
if^  from  tl»at  provision .  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  friend's 
of  the  road  contend  that  Congress  was  bound  by  a  strong 
ibch-b)  obli|^tton  to  complete  the  work.  Such  an  obligation 


rested  on  eveiy  land- holder  to  make  roads,  by  wMch  access 

could  be  had  to  them.  And  the  best  roads  bad  generalW 
been  made  by  the  owners  of  land  either  to  them  or  through 
(hem.  Now.  said  Mr.  B.  in  the  Sutes  through  which  • 
this  road  is  to  run,  after  it  crosses  the  boundary  of  Ohio, 
the  United.  States  is  the  sole  land.holder,  and  is  bound, 
botli  by  interest  and  by  equity,  to  make  a  road,  to  render 
Ihese  lands  accessible.  There  were  odicr  conaiderttioiw 
which  imposed  this  duty  on  the  General  Government, 
which  would  not  he  operative  on  an  individual  huxUiold- 
cr.  The  United  States  is  paving  no  taxes  on  her  lands-; 
and  is  exempted  altogether  from  the  necessity  of  making 
improvement  upon  them  ;  and  besides,  the  advantage  de- 
rived from  this  ^at  work  bad  been  much.grekter  than 
the  expemlilure.  At  the  time  at  which  the  compact  was 
entered  into  by  the  United  States  and  the  Western  States, 
it  was  found  that  donations  of  lands  were  really,  instead 
of  donations,  exorbitant  sales — because  the  increase  of  the 
taxes  was  very  great.  The  United  Stated  derive  great 
advantage  from  the  accesnon  which  the  population  of 
those  States  were  rapidly  gaining,  and  which  was  much 
increased  by  the  roads  which  the  pecnile  of  the  States 
were  continually  making  by  their  own  bhor.  These  roads 
and  bridges  were  made  to  improve  the  access  to  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  whole  phm  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  largely  the  gainer.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  tlie  people  of  the 
West  on  their  plaata^ons,  roads,  bridges,  &&,  are' re- 
dounding to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  :  for,  when- 
ever a  project  is  started  for  a  road  or  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,,  their  value  becomes  immediately  en< 
hanced  in  a  vcr>'  considerable  degree. ,  I  think,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that  sufficient  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  United 
States  is  bound  to  make  this  toad,  both  on  considerations 
o(  justice  and  policy  ;  and  that'Ats  bill  stands  upon  the 
ver>'  best  footing. 

Hr.  COBB  would  trouble  the  Senate  witli  but  a  fisw  re< 
marks.  The  gentleman  from  Harj-Iand  has  obser%*ed, 
among  other  improvements,  that  something  had  been  done 
for  the  Savannah  river.  As  1  voted  for  that  appropriation, 
while  it  is  well  known  that  I  am  not  afriendto  thesj'stem, 
i  deem  it  proper  to  explain  my  motives.  The  object  of 
that  appropriation  was,  to  remove  obstructions  placed  in 
tlie  Savannah  river,  during  the  Itevolution,  to  defend  the 
City  from  the  enemj'.  In  this  case,  then,  there  was  an 
obligation,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  tu  make  this' 
appropriation  and  I  think  1  can  point  to  a  simular  object 
in  Maryland,  in  which  the  aid  of  the  General  Government 
was  obtained.  During  the  late  war.certain  vessels  were 
sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  to  prevent  the  British 
flotilla  from  attacking  the  cityj.andhe  believed  that,  since 
the  peace,  tltsEC  vessels  were  raised  at  the  expence  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  find  any 
fault  with  it.  It  was  as  it  should  be.  And  why  ?  Be- 
c:.iisc  the  G{>vernment  had  assumed  the  right  to  ob-' 
struct  the  harbor  for  the  common  defence  :  and  was 
bound,  when  ihey  were  no  longer  nccesaarj',  to  remove 
those  obstructions-  And,  therefore  I  think,  said  Mr.  C. 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  cases  of  Baltimore  and 
Savannah.  Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.C.  to  take  up  the  subject  be- 
fore us,  I  did  tliink,  and  I  do  still  think,  that  there  is  a 
great  distinction  between  this  and  othei'  objects  of  In- 
ternal Improvement.  In  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
on  a  former  occasion,  .a  resolution  had  been  introduced 
against  the  objeclK  of  Internal  Improvemert.  Another 
resolution  was  oITered,  and  wluc^f  succeeded,  wliich  gave 
the  power  to  the  Unitetl  States  of  making  appropriations 
in  aid  of  projects  commenced  by  the  difTerent  States,  To 
him  the  power  of  appropriation  appeared  much  more  dan- 
gerous llian  the  other.  He  should  say  nothing  ftirther 
upyn  the  general  question  ;  but  he  could  not  sec  one  tit- 
tle of  reason  in  support  of  theiight  of  cn  individual  State 
to  grant  a  power  to  the  Federal  Government  whicli  was 
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not  to  be  found  in  Ae  constitution.  And  gmag  to  Con- 
eren  the  power  of  appropriating  money,  WM  &f  more 
dtngerous  than  to  admit  the  original  power  itsetToT  die 
Genenl  Goreroroent  to  make  Internal  Improvements,  in- 
dependent of  the  will  or  p^rmtsnon  of  the  States.  In 
this  respect  he  «reed  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^nia,  who  bad,  a  short  time  since,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate. I'be  power  to  raise  money  and  appropriate  it  was 
not  leas- Important  than  it  was  reitricted  ;  and  erery  ex- 
ercise of  itougbt  to  be  strictly  within  the  terms  of  the  nwit 
in  the  Constitution-  Hiis  was  a  subjectof  great  jeaJousy 
when  the  Constitution  vas  adopted.  The  most  populous 
States  were  jealous  of  every  power  of  which  they  divest- 
ed themselves  in  granting  thetn  to  the  general  Govern- 
ment i  and  it  was  expressly  declared,  that  every  power 
which  was  not  given  to  the  General  Government,  by  the 
.  CtMistitution,  was  retained  by  the  States,  and  could  not 
be  wrested  from  them.  It  is  somely  necessary,  [taid  Ur. 
Conn]  tbtt  I  should  go  into  a  further  dctul  of  my  opinions 
upon  ^he  constitutionality  of  this  question.  Iliey  have 
often  been  declared  befbre,  and  bare  now  been  presented 
to  the  Senate  in  a  manner  merely  incidental,  as  I  proba- 
bly should  not  have  openett  my  lips  had  it  not  been  for 
the  remarks,  which  I  have  -already  noticed,  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  ftbryland. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  he  did  not 
knqw  whether  the  sinking  of  the  vessels  at  Savannah,  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  had  been  done  by  the  dirictlon  of  the 
General  Government,  or  whether  those  obstructions  had 
been  phced  tliere  by  order  of  the  State  authorities.  He 
recollected,  howe^-er,  that  the  Legislature  of  Geoi^  pass- 
ed a  law,  many  years  since,  levying  duties  on  the  tonnage 
entering  the  haniour  of  Savannah,  to  be  applied  in  clear- 
ing out  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  that  river. 
And  he  also  recollected,  that,  when  the  act  of  Congress 
passed,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  repealed  those  duties. 
He  agreed  that,  both  in  the  instance  mentioned  by.  the  gen- 
tleman from  Geot^a,  of  the  hulks  sunk  in  the  harbour  of 
Baltimore,  and  abo  in  the  case  of  Savannah,  it  was  pcr- 
Icctly  proper  that  the  proposition,  for  the  removal  of  those 
obstnictluni^  should  be  made  by  Congress.  [Mr.  S.  then 
stated  some  circumstances  relatire  to  the  removal  of  the 
vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  which  were  inau- 
dible to  the  Reporter.] 

Mr  BRANCH  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  expres3ed.a  dcairc  that  the  constitutional 
question  should  not,  in  any  similar  case,  be  lost  sight  of. 
In  regard  to  the  hulks  in  the  river  Savannah,  he  cAserved 
that  this  obstruction  took  place  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  :  and  that  their  removal  was 
more  incumbent  on  the  Gener^  Government,  than  the 
completion  of  any  plan  of  internal  improvement  that  came 
within  hia  knowle<!ge. 

Mr-  EATON  saia  he  did  not  think  there  was  time  to 
argue  a  conatitutlonal  question  at  this  late  hour.  Whether 
Georgia  had  received  too  much  or  too  little  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  he  did  not  pretend  to  say.  lie  wished 
to  ooiisider  this  subject  mure  tboruuglily  than  he  had 
time  to  do  now,and  he  therefore  moved  an  adjournment. 

WsnassDAT,  Jawavlz  23,  1828. 
PENSIONERS. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  the  Revolutionary*  and  other  pennon- 
era  of  the  United  Slatesf  which  had  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Financ*-,  with  an  amendment,  havingbeen 
taken  up — 

Mr.  S-MITIJ,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  Committee  to  move  to  amend  Uie  bill,  so  »s 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  2236,000  iu  addition  to 
the  unexpended  balance  of  9564,000.  But,  after  the  bill 
had  been  reported,  some  doubts  were  entertained  by  the 


Committee  whether  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum 
appropriated  ought  to  be  conndered  in  Uie  appropriation 
for  this  year.  In  mder  to  receive  aatis&cfory  information 
on  the  subject,  a  letter  had  been  directed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  wbo  had  in  reply  transmitted  a  re- 
port of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  t'lie  Pension  Office,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  the  sum  spoken  of  as  an  unexpended 
balance,  was  that  sum  which  should  have  been  expended 
in  1828,  and  which  would  be  paid  over  to  the  pensioners 
in  1829,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Navy  fimd  was  dis- 
posed of.  It  was,  tberef<»e,  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee, that  the  564,000  dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasur}-, 
was  not,  in  reality,  an  unexpended  balance  but  that  it 
would  be  called  for  in  the  course  of  the  year  1829.  He 
thought  the  subject  would  be  better  illustrated  by  the 
letter  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy,  than  by  any  other 
means.   [The  Secretary  then  read  tlie  letter.] 

Under  these  circumstancei^  it  would  be  seen  tliat  tbe 
Committee  would  have  been  justified  in  rcportinf^  the 
bill  without  an  amendment.  But,  on  further  considera* 
tion,  it  appeared  doubtful  whether  a  sum,  not  expended 
out  of  tlie  appropriation  of  182f,  could  be  applied  on  that 
to  be  expended  in  1828.  The  statement  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Pension  Office  was,  that,  if  all  tbe  pensions  came  in 
during  the  year,  it  would  require  $  1,300,000  to  pay  them, 
l^e  Committee  thought  it  better  to  britig  tbe  question 
before  tbe  Senate  ;  and,  as  the  Department  was  ready^  to 
take  the  responsibility  on  themselve%  they  were  willing 
to  let  them  li::ve  it. 

Mr.  DKANCH  made  some  remarks,  in  which  lie  cx* 
plained  why  he  differed  from  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  an  unexpended  ba- 
lance had  been  increasing  for  tbe  last  two  years,  until  it 
amounted  to  $  564,000,  and  that  it  would  probably  be 
sufficient  for  the  expenditure 'of  tliis  year.  He  thought, 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carohna,  that  the  expcn* 
diture  should  not  be  lareer  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  matter  was  befon; 
the  Senate  for  its  decision.  For  tlie  information  uf  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  would  ask  the  reading  of  tlie 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  [The  letter  ww 
tlien  read  by  the  Secretary.] 

Mr.  PARRIS  said,  tliatlie  did  not  see  how  the  balance 
could  liave  been  accumulating,  as  had  been  obsen  ed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  [Mr.  P.]  understood  tliat, 
after  two  yeacs^  all  unexpended  balances  were  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund.  Ho  thought  with  the  Committee,  that 
it  woukl  not  be  safe  to  depend  on  the  b^ance  alone ;  and 
he  would  state  the  effect  of  doing  so.  Suppui>e  ceiiaii) 
pensioners  should  apply,  who  had  not  claimed  their  pen- 
sion in  1828.  They  cannot  obtain  it  afler4'ards.  At  any 
rate,  he  would  nut  alter  the  measure  ao  as  to  cause  tlie 
least  inconvenience.  Congress  was  only  the  pursers  to 
deal  their  stipend  to  these  men,  and  they  must  have  it. 
The  case  was  a  veiy  simple  one.  By  adding  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  last  year,  the  nominal  amount  was 
swelled  ;  but  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  real  appropria- 
tion. It  appeared  that  the  unexpended  balance  remained 
in  the  T^vasur}-  for  the  payment  of  those  distant  penwons, 
which  had  not  yet  been  claimed,  and  which  were  scatter- 
ed through  distant  parts  uf  the  country. 

Mr.  McLANlS  said,  that  he  thtiuglit,  with  the  gentle- 
man who  luol  just  sat  down,  that  the  form  of  this  bdt  was 
not  material,  as  regarded  its  operation  on  the  Treasur)'* 
The  only  object  that  could  be  had,  in  this  matter,  was, 
to  pay  promptly  the  old  pensioners  who  would  apply, 
and  for  whom  the  appropriation  was  made.  They  ought 
not  to  be  put  to  inconvenience.  Before  another  year, 
tlie^  might  be  bej'ond  the  reach  of  the  necessities  wliidt 
their  pensions  would  supply.  If  they  Ho  nut  apply,  it » 
still  ill  the  Treasury ;  and  the  policy  had  alwavs  been  ob- 
served of  allowing  it  to  remain  there,  for  tlieir  uKi  when 
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fbeir  api^catioM  should  be  nude.  But  it  appeared  that 
tiie  appropriatkn^  if  this  anendment  paai*  will  be  totallf 
inademiatc. .  The  Seiwitor  from  Ohio  it  in  emr.  This 
564^000  dollars  was  not  an  acctuBoUting  balance,  because 
the  babnrff  of  the  former  year  went  to  the  nirplni  fund. 

IHr.  HARRISON  explained,  that  he  had  not  used  the 
weed  accmnulating',  but  bad  stated  thai  the  amount  of  the 
balance  had  increased,  bein^  larger  than  it  was  at  the  end 
of  any  fonaer  pear.] 

Mr.  McLANE  resumed.  He  did  not  intend  to  misre- 
pnient  the  gentleman  ftom  &sao.  He  beUered  Ae 
aiBoant  totally  inadeqtiate.  The  CkHc  oC  the  Peniion 
Office  estimated  that  1,300.000  doHan  would  be  requited 
to  pay  all  the  peowODen  that  might  apply  this  year.  It 
was  not  probable  that  all  would  apply-— out  they  ought  to 
be  provided  for.  The  surplus  now  remaining  arose  from 
MMj  peaiMMiers  baring  fluled  to  apply  for  their  pensions. 
On  ft^fonMr  oeeasion»  in  consequence  of  making  the  fund 
wiMiiiiing  from  a  previous  year  a  part  of  die  appropria- 
tioa  fiir  the  invalid  peninoners,  it  fell  short  upwards 
lOO^OOO  doUan,  which  Coi^preis  had  afterwards  to  make 
iqt.  _  He  was^  aiereAre,  averse  to  diminishing  this  appro* 
^ktioR.  It  was  worth  while  to  know  hov  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  created-  The  pensions  mtght  re- 
■lin  nnoaOed  for  Aom  variims  reasons.  The  penuoners 
night  be  lick  at  home,  or  it  might  be  difficult  to  send  tat 
it  The  monteot  they  were  able,  they  would  empower 
some  agent  to  receive  it ;  and  Congress  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided maiost  such  ap^cation.  Ifthe  appropriation  was 
■oC  oude^  the  CoMuttee  would  have  done  then-  duty, 
and  the  responsibility  would  rest  upon  the  Senate. 

Ifr.  HARRISON  expressed  himself  satisfted  with  the 
letter  read  by  the  Secretary.  Ratho-  than  that  one  of 
theae  vetoam  shoald  nffier  m  any  way,  be  ahould  vote 
fbrtbebiU. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  want 
•f  inliinnatien  on  this  subject.  The  Clerk  of  the  Pension 
Office  repotted  that  a  larger  sum  than  bad  been  proposed 
was  wanted,  it  was,  he  thot^t,  better,  therefore,  to 
get  fbrther  information  from  the  head  oPthe  Department  t 
and  he  winld  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  i  but  with, 
drew  hii  notion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BRANCH,  iriko  made  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  COBB  aud,  be  believed  the  Cbsirman  of  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Finance  was  about  to  |^e  more  than  the  De- 
partment asked  for.  The  Sccretiry  said,  that  but  600,000 
dollin  was  wanted,  and  it  seemed  that  there  wu  new  an 
unexpended  bajsnee-  Why  should  Congress  nve  more 
than  wa»  needed  i  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  nlUng  the 
Uudc  wUh  eOO^OGO  dollar*,  and  that  appeared  by  the 
doeaamrtB  to  be  enough. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  fin  the  blank  with  800,000 
donais. 

Mr.  PARIUS  hoped  the  qaealion  would  be  tUvided. 
He  did  not  wiah  to  touch  the  unexpended  balance,  but 
aBow  it  to  go^  wben  the  period  arrived,  to  the  surplus 
find.  He  did  not  mh  Congiesito  toaeh  what  they  bad 
noi^tte. 

Mr.  HcLANE  rose  to  make  one  remark.  He  under- 
stood  titc  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  CaAKDisa]  to  say, 
that  the  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Committee  bad  been 
recdred  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Pension  Office,  and  not 
ftota  the  Head  of  the  Department,  who  was  applied  to. 
Mr.  UcL.  would  state  to  the  gentleman,  that  these  esti. 
mnteswere  not  made  out  by  the  Secretuyof  the  Treasu- 

2,  but  by  the  Heads  of  the  aeveral  Bureaus,  by  whom 
ey  are  transmitted  to  the  Secreta^.  He  made  this  ex- 
pkuiation,  merely  to  show  that  the  information  bad  been 
received  throu^  the  proper  channel,  and  that  no  censure 
cooJd  be  cast  on  the  Head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  did  not  suppose  that  any  neglect  was 
c<HDplained  of.    He  only  went  on  the  ground  that,  if  in- 
fbnmtion  was  wanted,  they  had  better  applj  for  it  to  Uie 
Vol.  IV.— 8 


Head  of  the  Department.  He  did  not  intend  to  impute 
ceniure  to  any  one. 

Mr.  EINO  thought  there  was  some  error  in  this  matter  t 
and  if  it  was  referred  to  the  proper  Department,  that  error 
would  be  corrected.  He  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  bad  no  more  to  do  with  the  estimate  than 
any  other  officer.  He,  as  tlie  Head  of  the  Department, 
transmitted  the  estimates  made  out  by  the  Clerks  of  the 
differtnt  bureaux.  Mr.  K.  thuagbt  the  application  ought 
to  have  been  made  to  the  War  Department,  under  which 
the  peniion  Office  waspUeed.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
until  the  Secretary  of  war  had  an  opportunity  of  revimng 
the  appropriation,  it  would  be  improper  to  act  upon  it. 
At  the  same  time,  he  eotdd  not  but  cxpreas  his  c^i^on 
that  the  appropriation  was  not  by  ai^  means  inadequate. 
Under  these  views  of  the  subject,  he  ^monred  to  1^  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to." 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Ilie  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  having  been  re. 
sumed,  ttie  bill  to  complete  the  Cumberland  Road  from 
Bridgeport  to  Zane^vitle,  in  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  of  the  same  from  Zanesville  to  the  Sent  vS  Govern* 
ment  of  Missouri,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  EATON  had  very  few  remarks  to  make.  He  con- 
sidered that  many  gentiemen  had  argued  erroneously 
upon  this  subject,  because  they  had  predicated  their  re- 
marks on  wrong  i^ts  and  data.  In  addreHoi^  the  Be* 
nate,  he  should  depend  on  facts  alone.  Whatever  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen  nught  be  on  the  abstract  qaeition 
m  tiie  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  Uiis  was  not  a 
ease  in  which  that  question  could  be  le^timately  agitated. 
The  bill  now  before  the  Senate  proposed  notiiing  more 
tiwn  the  figment  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  entered  into  many  years  dnce,  the  early  stupes  of 
which  had  gone  on  uninterruptedly.  Hie  mists  <£  con- 
stitutional scruples  had  been  newly  raised,  and  thrown 
arotmd  this  object  at  a  time  when  they  could  be  least  ex- 
pected. He  should  say  nothing  on  this  head,  because, 
in  his  opinion,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ori^nai  com- 
pact by  which  the  United  States  agreed  to  coniplet*  thW 
work.  He  intended  to  show  what  that  wiginal  compact' 
was,  and  that  it  was  amistake,  in  which  some  of  tile  fnenda 
of  the  measure  partook,  that  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  so 
often  mentioned,  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  agreement 
between  the  contracting  parties.  As  far  back  as  1803. 
the  plan  was  conunenceo,  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  than  whom  no  roan  was  more  scnipuloosly 
regardfU  of  the  exact  letter  and  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  for,  iud  Mr.  E.  although  I  would  not  bow  down  ist 
humble  admiration  of  any  man  whose  talents  and  virtues 
do  not  entitie  htm  to  the  high  cbaiacter  of  a  patriot  and 
statesman,  yet  it  is  no  humiliation  to  look  up  with  reve- 
rence to  the  name  of  Jefierson.  In  the  year  1803,  Ohio 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  i  and  in  the  act  which  sanc- 
tioned her  admiuion,  it  was  provided,  that  "one-twen- 
tieth part  of  the  nett  procecda  of  the  lands  ^|^ng  in  said 
State,  Btrid  by  ConjFreu,  after  deducting  all  e3q>enses  in- 
cident to  the  sale,  shall  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and 
nuUng  pubUc  roads,  leading  from  the  navirabte  wiAera 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  sud  State, 
and  through  the  same  ;  such  roads  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  ofCcmgress,  with  the  ccnuent  of  the  several 
States  through  which  the  roada  lAall  pssa." 

Thus  it  wul  be  seen,  that  the  law  agreed  that  Congress 
should,  make  roads  to  and  through  the  State,  uthe 
words  were  not  clear,  the  question  mi^t  be  made  to  red 
on  the  subsequent  acts  cf  Congress,  in  which  the  same 
provisions  wero  made  in  favor  of  Indiana,  Missouri,  and 
Illinois.  But  there  they  stood  in  the  law,  utteify  unques- 
tionable as  to  their  purport  and  bearing.  Of  what  benefit 
to  Otuo,  he  wouhl  ask,  was  the  completioo  of  the  Com- 
betland  Road  through  Maiytand  and.Pennqmin  to  the 
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boiden  of  the  Oluo  ?  That  did  not  fiilfil  the  atipuUtion 
that  it  ibottld  pan  through  Ohio^  which  had  been  agreed 
upon.  And  irtiat  did  ahe  atipulate— what  did  ahe  give 
as  an  cqtuvalent  ?  She  stipulated  that  she  would  not,  in 
consideration  d  this  pronused  extenuon  of  roads  to  and 
through  her  territoiy,  ezerdse  her  sovereign  power  to  tai 
the  domain  of  the  United  States  lying  wittun  her  bordera. 

And  now  (sud  Mr.  E.)  let  us  look  at  the  extent  of  the 
public  domain  in  the  State  of  Ohi<^  at  that  time  ;  and  I 
think  it  will  appear  that  the  fund  to  be  applied  by  Con- 
gress to  public  works  tu  exceeds  the  expenditure.  He 
would  state  a  few  facU  in  support  of  this  position.  From 
tile  year  1803  to  1815,  «z  millions  of  acres  had  been  sur- 
veyed, and,  supposing  that  half  that  amount  has  been 
aurreyed  since,  and  the  whole  to  have  been  sold  at  the 
Govemment  price,  here  u  a  ftind  of  neariy  twenty  mil- 
lions of  doUars.  Here,  then,  is  a  contract  in  which  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  do  one  thing,  and  the  State 
to  do  another.  The  State  performs  its  portion  of  the 
agreement,  and  the  United  States  is  bound  to  apply  five 
per  centum  on  these  sales.  This  fund  would  amount,  on 
sales  of  twenty  millions,  to  one  million.  Therefore,  the 
statement  that  the  fund  had  been  overdrawn  already,  was 
certi^X  not  correct.  Subsequently  to  the  act  of  1802, 
the  lUrect  action  of  the  Senate  had  been  had  in  &yor  trf" 
extending  the  Cumberland  Road  still  fisher  west.  We 
find  notbmg  more  upon  the  subject  until  1806,  when 
Congress  ugain  took  up  the  subject.  They  did  not  tlien 
subscribe  to  the  principle  that  Congress  was  authorized 
to  make  a  road  without  the  consent  of  the  SUtes.  But 
it  was  admitted  tha^  if  that  couient  was  obtained,  it  was 
a  comtitutional  ezenuae  of  power  for  Congress  to  author* 
ize  and  complete  the  work.  And  this  principle  was 
sanctioned  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  consenting  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  \}/lx,  Eitov  here  read  a  passage  from  a  re- 
port made  at  that  period.]  The  President  was  there  au- 
thmized  to  ascertain  whether  the  States  in  question  were 
wiWng  to  acquiesce  in  this  exercise  <tf  power.  That  hav- 
ing been  ascertuned,  C<^mss  went  on  to  make  appro* 
pnations  for  the  work,  liierefore,  Ifr.  E.  conudered 
that  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  has  ever  taken  place 
in  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Cumberland  Road.  If  Congress  had  a  right  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union,  and  also  the  right  to  subject  those 
new  States  to  any  conditions  not  hostile  to  their  Republi- 
can character,  then  this  compact  was  m  valid  one,  and  the 
Rutii  ti  the  Govemment  was  solemnly  pledged  to  ad- 
vance in  the  plan  which  they  had  commenced. 

When  Virginia  ceded  her  western  territory  to  the 
United  States,  she  ceded  the  right  of  sovereignty  and 

groprietorahip.  Afterwards,  when  Ohio  knocked  at  the 
oor.  Congress  was  in  p^ssesnon  of  the  power  to  make 
any  stipulations  and  conditions  that  diey  might  think  ne- 
cessary. They  then  said  to  Ohi<s**Foibear}o  tax  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  we  assure  you  that  a  substantial  road  shall  be 
made,  joining  the  waters  of  the  West  with  the  ocean." 

Is  there  any  gentleman  present,  [said  Hr.  £■]  who  will 
not  grant  that  it  was  a  great  consideration  to  unite  the 
two  extreme  portions  of  this  country  by  a  substantial 
means  of  fiiendly  and  commercial  intercourse  *  The 
Western  States  were  then  important,  and  are  fast  becom- 
ing vastlv  powerful  and  weaftlty,  and  cluining  their  full 
share  of  attention  from  the  Gennal  Government  t  and 
was  it  not  a  stroiw  measure  of  expediency  to  seek  oqt 
and  cany  into  effect  a  plan  fbr  drawing  their  interesta 
closely  to  the  Atlantic  States  } 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Micos,]  has 
said,  that  it  is  vain  to  legislate  on  tbc  affections  of  the 
People,  and  that  a  stronger  influence  must  be  exerted  to 
draw  them  together.  But,  (said  Mr.  E.]  to  my  mind, 
there  can  be  no  stronger  bond  of  union  than  that  which 
arises  out  of  a  community  of  interests.  This  ia  produced 
by  a  ftee  cxdunge  of  products,  and  a  continual  course  tiS 


business  transactions  carried  on  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  different  sections ;  and  such  measures,  Mr.  E.  be- 
lieved, must  be  adopted,  to  malce  the  citizens  of  this  ex- 
tended continent  one  People.  A  perseverance  in  such  » 
poUcy  woiild  soon  do  away  all  fears  of  discord  and  disunion. 

There  was  another  point  of  view  in  which  every  friend 
of  his  country  would  look  upon  this  work.  We  are  now 
no  more  secure  against  the  occurrence  of  a  war  than  at 
any  former  period  of  our  poUtical  existence.  Should  it 
come  again,  the  safe^  of  toe  country  must,  in  a  degree* 
depend  upon  the  West.  He  did  not  say  tliis,  because  he 
thought  the  Western  People  were  better  solders  or  more 
patriotic  than  those  of  the  East.  But  we  of  the  West 
nave  no  frontier  that  is  assulable  to  a  foreign  enemy  ;  and 
while  the  soldiers  of  the  Atlantic  SUtes  will  be  caJled 
fcom  point  to  point  to  defend  the  eoast  from  the  attack  of 
an  enemy's  fleeits,  the  soldiers  of  the  West  will  form  « 
strong  reserve  to  nd  in  all  emergencies  :  for  they  are  al- 
ways  ready.  I  do  not  say  tliis,  proceeded  Mr.  E.  with 
the  pontive  prediction  that  they  will  be  wanted — but 
Ihey  may  be — and  your  reliance  on  them  may  be  BMMt 
confidential.  Then,  I  ask,  will  it  not  be  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  have  the  means  of  rapid  and  easy  communication 
between  tbe  West  and  the  East  i  Will  it  not  be  essen- 
tial to  bare  the  means  of  bnnging  together  the  whole 
phyncal  enerj^es  of  the  country  ?  and  riiould  we  not,  then, 
justly  blame  any  previous  neglect  that  should  have  tiirown 
obsUcles  in  the  way  of  such  an  important  concentn- 
tion? 

1^  us  suppose,  for  instance,  that  New-Oiieans  were 
again  threatened  i  would  alie  not  look  again  to  the  t<rf- 
diet*  of  the  West  for  defeoce  }  Yci,  nr,  and  abe  would 
not  look  in  nun.  Once  the  Western  riflenen  have  already 
beaten  back  her  asaaiUnts  ;  and  they  are  ready  to  do  it 
again-  The  drafts  must  be  exorbitant  indeed,  that  afaall 
absorb  the  courage  and  intrepidity     our  forest  sotdiers. 

Wise  statesmen  will  look  foward  to  Ganges  and  emer- 
gencies. We  may  think  that  we  can  take  care  of  our- 
sdves  { but  the  time  roa^  come  «4ien  we  shall  need  aaais- 
tance.  Against  such  a  juncture  it  is  our  duty  to  provide. 
In  peace  to  prepare  for  war,  is  an  American  maxun,  which 
experience  has  shewn  us  cannot  be  to  olien  repeated  or 
too  closely  followed. 

But  said  Mr.  E.,  this  road  is  important  in  a  fiscal  point 
of  view.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  conveyance  of 
the  mail  had  been  correctly  statea  by  tlie  geotlemanfrom 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Roaous.]  It  was  also  of  great  importance  as 
to  individual  expense,  and  the  facility  it  gave  to  our  in- 
ternal commerce.  He  recollected  the  time  when  goods 
carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Ohio  coast  ten  dollars  per 
hundred  weight.  It  was  now  reduced  to  reasonable  char- 
ges. Cannot  gentlemen  see  that  thisfbct  is  of  great  im- 
portance in  a  commercial  relation  }  as,  in  proportion  to 
the  facility  of  carriage,  the  amount  of  transportation  would 
increase.  Commerce,  exteiier  and  iitferaal,  was  extend- 
ed by  such  means. 

This  work,  tlien,  is  a  great  national  object.  You  made 
a  contract  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  you  are  bound 
to  fulfil,  and  which,  also,  if  my  arguments  have  not  fail- 
ed, you  are  deeply  interested  in  CBrr}'ing  into  effect.  The 
advantages  which  she  would  have  derived  from  titc  receipt 
of  the  taxes  on  tbe  public  domain,  would  have  been  nr 
greater  than  those  she  will  reap  from  tlie  road  ;  for  she 
could  have  employed  it  better  than  it  has  been  employ- 
ed. The  road  now  wants  repair.  That  it  must  be  made 
no  one  doubts ;  yet  it  has  often  been  proposed  in  rain. 
Indeed,  in  every  instance  where  this  road  has  been  dis- 
cussed we  of  the  West  have  fought  fw  it  inch  by  inch.  In 
otlier  States  2  per  cent,  has  been  devoted  to  roads  and 
Canals,  and  3  per  cent,  has  been  taken  by  the  States. 
But  in  Ohio  the  whole  amount  hu  been  pud  to  the  Go- 
vernment, so  tiiat  she  ia  under  no  obligation  to  the  Uni- 
ted States— «bich  constitutes  for  Iter  a  very  strong  dum 
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to  sbare  in  the  ndrantafi^  to  be  derived  from  thia  road, 
ind  fltMngthens  the  equiti^Ie  title  which  she  derives  from 
the  compact  entered  int^  wh^n  the  became  a  •orerrign 
and  independent  State. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  aaid^  that  bad  yesterday  asked 
bow  much  had  been  received^  axy9h0v  imich  expended 
from  tine  fund  to  be  applied  from  the-sa}es  qf^ubhc  lands 
on  tbe  Cumberland  road,  llie  gentlendnftoftf. Tennessee 
wppoaed  that  nine  millionfl  of  acres  Mf^'b^ri,  sold, 
which  woold  produce  one  million  of  dolIara'tflAe  appro- 
priftted  to  the  making  of  the  road.  Well,  i»,i^e  -bAve 
«Ire^7  expended  opwudf  of  1,80(^000  dolUr^  And  I 
ale,  «ud  vir.  C,  whether  we  have  not  don«  our  share  of 
tbe  contract }  and  whether  we  are  to  go  on  sfter  the  5 
per  cent,  fund  is  expended?  if  bo  he  should  vote  it^nst  the 
bilL  If  he  underrtood  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  yester- 
day, h  was  true  thtt  some  expenditure  bad  been  made 
b^ond  tbe  amount  of  piocecds  from  tbe  sales  of  Public 
Lands ;  but  that  titere  ought  to  he  a  little  surphii  left  to 
repair  the  road.  For  his  pazt  Mr.  C.  did  not  see  how 
Congress  was  bound  to  make  the  repairs  to  the  road.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  go  no  &rther  and  he  therefore 
movra  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  f  180,090,  and  in- 
sert 1 80,000.  This  he  bebev«d  would  be  enou^  to 
complete  the  road  as  far  it  yet  had  gone — and  if  it  were 
not-stopped  here  when  it  had  been  carried  through  Ohio, 
there  were  other  Western  States  who  would  also  look  to 
hani^  it  carried  tiirourii  their  territfHy.  If  Uus  wm  to 
be  the  ease,  he  waa  willing  that  Congress  should  make  it 
as  well  as  it  could  be  made  with  the  five  per  pent — and 
no  better 

Mr.  EATON  observed,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Uaine  would  look  at  the  report  upon  the  subject,  he 
would  find  that  contracts  had  been  uiade  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Koad  to  ZanesvillCf  about  30  miles  from 
Bridgewa±er }  and  if  be  soceeded  in  striking  off  one 
btindred  thousand  dollars  froip  the  approprlationt  only 
nffidtfnt  would  be  given  to  finish  13  miles  ;  and  all  that 
had  been  done  on  the  remaining  portion  would  have  been 
entirely  thrown  away. 

Ur.  CHANDLER  then  withdrew  liis  motion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  sud,  that  when  be  addressed  the 
Senate  yesterday,  he  had  been  anxious  to  avtnd  tUacusaion, 
or  entering  into  a  conndention  of  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress.  He  should  chiefly  confine  himself,  at 
this  time,  to  replying  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  in  rel^on  to  the  3  per.  cent  fimd.  It  must 
be  known  to  evety  gcnUeman  in  the  Semite,  that  the 
constitutional  power  has  been  settled  by  evety  Congress 
ibr  upwards  of  twenty  years.  He  did  not,  therefore,  con- 
.  aider  it  neeesniy  to  touch  that  portion  of  the  argument. 

He  had  aaid  yesterday,  that  Congress  had  agreed  to 
make  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to  ZanesvUle  {  and,  in 
pursuance  of  that  agreement,  that  the  contractors  had 
gone  on  in  the  pn^reesive  stages  of  the  work,  so  tliat, 
at  this  time,  31  miles  of  tbe  road  were  in  an  unfinished 
conditiwi.  If  the  motion  t£  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
bad  prevailed,  it  would  have  destn^ed  the  project  ibr 
tbn  year  at  leait— because  80,000  dollars  would  nave  done 
comparatively  no  good. 

Tbe  discussion  of  this  subject  yesterday  took  a  wide 
range,  emhrscing  the  Constitutjoiulity  of  the  measure 
He  had  no  disposition  to  follow  the  example,  or  now  to  an- 
swer tbe  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  opposed  Uic  bill ; 
but  should  oall  on  tliem  to  sustun  thdr  positions  in  a  fu- 
ture debate.  The  gentleman  from.  Miune  did  not,  how- 
ever, participate  in  tiiese  objections.  He  seemed  dev- 
ious of  (Staining  information  in  relation  to  what  he  call- 
ed the  "  two  per  cent  fund."  This  information,  said  Mr. 
H.I  will  endeavour  to  give  htm.  The  gentleman  fi-om 
Tennessee  did  not  notice  the  fact  of  a  law  subsequent  to 
the  OMnpaett  with  some  of  the  Western  SUtea,  which  di- 
fided  the  five  per  cent,  and  applied  three  per.  cent,  to 


the  construction  of  roads  within  the  State,  and  two  per 
cent  to  the  making  of  a  main  road  by  the  United  States, 
through  the  State.  Whether  the  sura  arising  from  the 
two  per  cent,  woold,  in  the  end,  defVay  the  expense  of 
the  road  or  not,  be  could  not  say.  Thus  fiv,  probi^it 
had  not.  But  the  country  through  wbieh  Uie  road  had 
already  passed  was  the  most  difficult  section  of  the  whole. 
Farther  West  the  soil  was  better  adapted  to  the  worir* 
and  it  could  be  done  cheaper.  The  grand  question  u, 
whether  this  was  a  great  national  work,  in  which  the 
whole  Union  was  interested.  If  this  was  the  case  then  it 
might  to  be  pn^ressed  in.  And  the  compacts  had,  at 
fiiras  compacts  could  do  it,  established  the  right  of  the 
Uiuted  States  to  make  roads  through  the  States. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  H.  to  be  allowed  to  appeal  to  the 
gientleman  finm  Virfpnia,  who  fkvored  the  Senate  yester- 
day with  his  ideas  relative  to  internal  improvements,  the 
tariff,  &c.  I  would  ask  him  what  he  would  do  with  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution — for  it  is  scarcely  to  be  sup* 
posed  that  thev  were  given  for  no  purpose — and  if  Con- 
gress has  not  the  power  to  make  a  road  or  a  cana),  H  has 
no  right  to  exercise  tliose  constitutional  powers  at  all. 
But  this  was  ^ng  farther  into  the  constitutional  question 
than  Jie  had  mtended.  To  revert  sgain  to  the  two  per 
cent,  there  was  no  doubt  that  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Mis- 
souri, it  would  exceed  the  expenditure  upon  the  road.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  would  be  applied  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States  in  wldcb  it  was  collected.  Fw 
instance,  the  fund  raised  in  Maine  would  net  be  applied  to 
a  road  leading  to  the  West.  And  here  he  would  make 
another  explanation.  The  gentleman  from  Oem;^,  [Ifr. 
Cobb]  had  also  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  manner  In 
which  the  estimates  made  before  the  work  commenced 
bad  tallied  with  the  expenditure.  The  estimates  made 
by  Mr.  Shtiver  were  remaikably  COTrect.  But  in  seme 
instances,  tbe  diffieuhies  of  the  route,  the  hiUy  nature  of 
the  country,  and  other  obstacles,  had  caused  tbe  expen- 
diture to  exceed  the  estimates.  He  made  this  dcclaia- 
tion  frankly,  because  he  did  not  wish  that  a  measure 
based  on  just  prindplea,  should  reap  advanti^  by  con^ 
eealment.  The  tract  <rf  country  through  which  the  road 
was  now  pragresmig,  was  the  worst  through  [which  it 
would  pass.  It  was  a  broken,  hilly  country,  resembhng 
the  mountainous  districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 
But  tbe  phuns  of  the  States  beyond  the  Obio,  to  Miuisup- 
pi,  were  far  less  difHcult,  and  would  call  for  small  ap> 
propriaUoiw. 

The  gentleman  from  Georpa  say^  also,  that  the  road 
wants  repairs,  and  asks  why  its  advocates  do  not  propose 
a  measure  for  the  erection  of  toll  gates  upon  it.  But,  nr, 
are  we  renoniible  for  the  condition  ot  the  road  ?  Have  - 
we  not  enMavoured,  fbr  years,  but  in  vain,  to  fix  upon  it 
toll  gates,  to  provide,  in  this  way,  for  its  regular  and  per. 
manent  repair  ?  And  has  not  the  opposition  to  this  mea- 
sure universally  come  from  those  very  lame  gentlemen 
who  oppose  the  appropriations  to  cany  on  Uie  work  f 
There  said  Mr.  H.  a  bill  now  before  Congress  the  id>- 
ject  «f  wluch  is  to  provide  for  the  erecdon  of  tollgateib 
and  we  shall  see,  when  it  is  taken  up,  whether  the  gea> 
tleman  from  Georgia  will  go  with  us  in  iu  ftvor. 

Inconduuon,  Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  the  Cumberland 
road,  was  a  stupepdous  work,  which  could  never  hare 
been  completed  by  the  efTbrta  of  the  several  States.  It 
peouUarly  required  the  direction  of  the  General  Govern' 
ment,  for  it  Could  no  mote  be  expected  of  the  States,  that 
they  should  construct  roads  for  the  national  welfare,  than 
that  they  should  build  ships  of  war  or  erect  fbrlifioatiwis. 
Pennsylvania  never  would  have  been  induced  to  tnidce- 
tliis  road.  She  would  rather  have  turned  her  attention 
and  resources  to  local  improvements  t  and  so  it  would 
have  been  with  every  other  State.  In  every  point  of 
view,  the  road  was  of  great  Importance.  It  had  already 
saved  the  country  near  half  a  million,  and  hud,  by  tbe  en- 
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couragement  g^ven  by  it  to  agriculture,  increaaed  the 
weahh  of  th«  eoutitrjr  to  an  anwniat  &r  greater  tban  the 
fluma  that  had  been  expended  in  its  conrtruction. 

Mr.  COBB  auci,  that  he  believed  it  had  been  admitted 
feiterd*y  that  the  expenditurea  bad  orerj^one  the  esti- 
nutes,  and  tbirt' sufficient  had  not  been  granted.  I  aaked, 
said  Mr.  C.|  why  gentlemen  did  not  go  the  whole,  and,  if 
they  could  mUce  the  road,  why  they  did  not  also  erect 
toU  gate*  ?  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  replies  to  me, 
and  Mys  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose  is  now  before  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  CanHL  He  aho  ealli  on  me  to 
tay  whether  1  wilt  support  the  bill. 

Why,  said  Mr.  I  told  the  gentleman  yesterday  that 
I  wouU  not  I  said,  then,  that  1  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  system  on  constituUona]  scruples :  and  I  now  inform 
the  gentleman  thit  he  will  find  in  me  a  steady  opponent, 
whether  to  roeasoies  ivr  tbe  construction  of  the  road,  or 
mcMorea  for  Us  repair. 
Ifr.  HEOilDIIICKS  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 
Mr.  BHITH,  of  South  CnroUna,  was  unfortunately  op- 
pOMd  to  ^)pfopriationi  foz  this  road,  and  not.  only  this, 
but  to-apptopnations  by  Congress  for  all  roads,  not  ex- 
ceptii^  nuHtary  roads,  the  constitutioiiality  of  which  he 
doubted.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  says  that  we  have 
repeatedly  settled  tbe  question  \  and  that  it  need  no 
longer  be  agitated.  But  I  tliink  not.  It  is  true  that  Con- 
greHtMappropriatedflor  these  objects  from  yearto  year, 
uBder  one  pretext  or  another  ;  but  I  never  auppoMd  it 
was  designed  that  we  should  continue,  from  year's  end  to 
year's  end,  to  give  large  sums  for  these  objects.  '  180,000 
dollait  was  given  towards  this  road  ;  and  30,000  dollars 
for  surveys.  I  know  that  the  road  is  vety  convenient  for 
people  coming  from  the  West,  and  do  not  doubt  its  great 
ftdvasiages  to  the  Statca  thrai^  it  runs.  But 
prindple  ii^  let  every  State  nuke  iti  own  roads  t  and,  if 
they  reap  advantages,  let  it  be  from  their  own  indurtry 
and  perseverance.  This  would  be  ftr  more  consistent 
and  a«ditable  than  to  ask,  from  session  to  aeu'wn,  appro- 
jniationt    money  from  Congresa. 

It  is  A  little  oufioua,  said  Mr.  3.,  to  observe  the  rounds 
upon  which  these  repeated  demands  are  supported.  The 
mends  of  the  road  tell  us,  with  vety  grave  aspect,  that 
we  have  made  the  road  so  &r,  and  now  it  would  be  un- 
jiMt  not  to  make  it  a  little  farther.  They  ai^e  as  if  our 
havii^  gone  thus  far  entailed  upon  ua  the  obligation  of 
still  proceeding  ad  ii^niium.  Their  reasoning  seems  to 
be,  that,  having  put  "uur  hands  to  the  plough,"  we  must, 
on  no  consideration,  look  back,  but  that  the  whole  West- 
em  country  must  be  intersected  by  this  road  at  the  ez> 
pense  of  the  whole  cotuitn.  It  is  true  that  two  per  cent 
was  granted  towaids  making  a  road  of  this  description  : 
but  1  ask  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  compact  with  these 
Stateawhichstipulatesthatthe  road  shall  be  80  feet  wide, 
or  that  it  shall  cost  14,000  dollars  per  mile  } 

Tbe  gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee  aaid,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarin,  that,  in  a  body  like  the  Senate,  he  should 
depend  upon  &cts.  That  is  just  what  I  have  always  en- 
deavflSttd  to  do.  Well,  sir,  it  is  sidd  that  tiie  two  per  cent 
will  pay  for  the  oompletion  of  the  road.  I  ask,  will  it  be 
posHole  that  it  can  defray  the  expense  to  whit^  tbe  Go 
vemment  has  already  gone  >   Will  it  pay  14,000  dollars 

Eier  n^e,  and  636  doltus  per  mile  as  salary  to  the  su^er- 
ntendent }  I  believe  not.  I  believe  that,  at  the  time 
the  road  was  first  projected,  had  it  been  proposed  to  pay 
636  dollars  per  ndle  to  tbe  superintendent,  it  would  have 
prevented  Its  constniotion.  I  know  not  what  the  super- 
uitendent  does,  or  what  be  has  done,  but  I  know  that  tbe 
pay  appears  to  me  enormous.  Of  all  public  objects,  per- 
haps none  are  more  efficient  in  promoting  the  expendi- 
ture oif  public  money  than  such  a  work  as  this.  And  that 
seems  to  be  Its  principal  recommendation. 
It  is  said,  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Cas- 


and  let  them  go  to  decay.  And  he  goes  on  to  state  that 
that  great  monument  of  tiie  munificence  of  tbe.  Govern- 
ment—flic  Cumberland  Road-J^  nearly  gone  to  decay. 
The  appropriation  of  money,  be«ays,hasbeen  made,  bnt 
little  good  has  been  effected  in  making  repairs.  I  riiould 
like  to  know  whether  the  money  appropriated  has  ever 
been  applied  efrectaaliy.  I  ^ould  uiinx  not  i  for  every 
year  we  bav*  applications  for  the  repair  or  the  improve- 
ment  of  thid^iiH. 

Such  fre  this' declarations  of  your  engineer.  He  tells 
you  that  y^r  great  and  splenAd  road  is  in  ruins.  Look 
at  the  papers  on  j^our  table,  and  any  one  will  eanlv  be 
convinced  that  a  ^uick  decay  has  eome  upon  this  road  be- 
fore the  plans  of  its  advocates  are  half  completed.  Dif- 
ferent methods  have  been  recommended  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair. It  has  been  recommended  to  build  it  with  stone, 
and  cover  it  with  gravel  %  but  all  will  not  do.  It  is  swe^t 
away  by  the  torrent  And  it-is  now  proposed  to  cover  it 
with  iron.  Gentlemen  smile  ;  but  it  is  so.  [Mr.  Boe- 
ours  said  not  iron  but  fneto/.]  Well,  air,  I  will  look  at  the 
report.  It  is  there  recommended  diat  die  road  be  gimd- 
ed  at  an  Kogit  of  five  degrees,  and  covered  with  m^td  of 
a  good  quauty.  It  is  true,  it  is  not  explained  what  Vind 
«  metal  this  is  to  be.  But,  if  I  understand  the  EngUsb 
langu^,  it  may  be  goU  or  aifeer,  as  it  is  pretty  clear  H 
cannot  allude  to  had. 

[Some  one  here  remarked,  that,  by  the  word  **  metal,** 
was  tnesnt "  limestone.*'] 

Mr.  SMITH.  This  is  the  first  time  T  ever  heard  that 
limestone  was  a  metal.  However,  it  may  be  so  in  tbe 
Western  country.  'ITie  new  projects  of  the  engineers 
were  continually  occupying  the  attention  of  Congress. 
These  en^ncers  are  also  taking  a  lai^  proporUon  of  the 
money  ofthe  United  States  (whether  metal  or  not)  Cp- 
wards  of  rixfy  of  tiiese  gentlemen  are  now  in  employ- 
ment And  %ny  Senator  who  will  look  at  the  documents 
on  bis  table,  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  money  thrown 
away.  And  we  still  go  on,  laying  stone  upon  stone,  and 
heaping  metal  upon  metal,  as  I  sincerely  believe  to  no 
practical  effect  beyond  the  ^stribution  of  Che  public 

Tey  to  men  who  want  it. 
am  not  disposed  to  deprive  the  People  of  the  West 
of  any  of  their  rights,  or  interfere  in  their  convenience. 
More  especially  would  I  avoid  interfering  in  the  peculiar 
vubHc  benefit  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  so  gal- 
lantly alluded  in  the  debate  of  yesterday.  He  said  that 
alliances  were  formed  by  means  of  the  convenience  af- 
forded by  the  Cumberland  Road,  between  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  different  sections  of  the  country  ;  and  ttut  it 
was  the  happy  instrument  in  causing  many  happy  mar* 
riages.  But,lwotddaskiifwearetopaysodearfortliese 
alliances  ?  Poets  have  sung  to  us  tiiat  bolts  and  bars  can- 
not confine  true  love— and  yet,  forsooth,  our  modem 
lovers  must  have  a  smooth  road  paved  with  "  metal  of  a 
good  quality,"  to  bring  them  together.  This  was  a  cold 
and  phlegmatic  iind  of  love,  and  be  believed  no  lady 
would  consent  to       her  vote  for  it 

I  b^eve  tfuit  the  md  has  been  as  ii^urioos  as  it  has 
been  enensive.  But  gentlemen  also  tell  us  &tt  it  is  a 
war  nad.  I  hope  not.  I  hope  that,  although  we  do  not 
show  much  love  towards  each  other,  we  shall  not  go  to 
war.  I  have  heard  of  no  alarming  enmity  existing  be- 
tween the  East  and  the  West.  Vet  you  have  been  ex- 
pendii^  the  money  of  die  Government  on  a  war  measure. 
Sir,  we  suffered  suffitiently  during  the  last  war ;  and  yet 
you  are  no  sooner  oomfbrtably  settled  in  the  enjoyment  of 
peace,  than  you  prepare  for  war  at  a  great  expense. 
This  is  a  prinople  which  is  continually  cried  up  in  diis 
couotT)-,  but  I  do  not  agree  to  it. 

But,  again  :  it  is  sud  that  the  making  of  this  road  was 
guarantied  by  a  ccnnpact  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Westem  States  i  and  the  gentleman  fVom  Tennessee 


par  W.  Wcm,  that  it  is  a  very  bad  policy  to  IniUd  rouls  { haa  read  us  the  act    Well,  dr,  ashling  this  is  the  kw ; 
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if  it5  <^tstion  is  injurious  or  inexpedient,  why  is  it  «  so- 
lemn compict  more  thui  uty  other  law  >  and  why  ouy  it 
M  be  repealed  if  it  is  ao  improper  law  }  ki  relation  to 
Otuo.  K  seems  that  the  compact  is  already  fiUfilled.  Th« 
mdlM  not  only  gone  throu^  the  St«te,  but  aurveya 
bK  been  nsde  a«  f*r  as  the  State  of  Indiana.  I  reool* 
kct,  ibo,  that,  baring  authorized  a  survey,  it  was  com- 
pieu4but  not  happening  to  bit  the  seat  of  Government 
of  rnfiua  or  Mimouii,  (I  have  forrotten  which,)  it  was 
iboGAed,  ind  a  new  survey  ordered.  If  there  was  a  cool' 
[act  by  which  Congress  was  obliged  to  make  a  road  to 
ladftntth  the  SUte  of  Ohio,  1  do  net  mean  to  go  &r- 
iker, »  fir  as  depends. upon  me.  Nor  do  I  believe  that 
Ae  coolinutBoe  of  this  road  into  Ifissouri.  Indiana,  or  II- 
baa,  it  incumbent  on  Congress,  or  is  authorized  by  the 
Csutitation.  I  said  I  wotua  not  touch  on  this  Constltu* 
tioul  question  ;  nor  need  I  to  do  so.  There  is  yet  ano- 
tber  Domt  of  defence,  in  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  flat- 
ter wmsclves  they  ere  well  sustained.  It  ia,  that  this 
mdis  iDtde  under  tbc  power  given  by  the  Constitution 
lo  regtJtfe  conmeree.  Some  ctf  the  gentlemen  seem  to 
ga  entifdy  upon  tbis  suppontinn.  If  this  argument  be 
tdmtted,  ebere  wiD  the  wytteva  stop }  Will  it  not  breach 
«ff  to  t&e  NtRthwest  Territory,  or  go  to  Sauta  Fe In 
ntber  eax,  it  could  be  doubly  defended  bv  its  fnenda^  as 
1  uir  nod  aod  a  eommerekU  road.  How  uUadoua,  bow- 
vra,  m  the  policy,  if  we  ute  it  on  the  fonser  grousd,  of 
•{teiuoca  rmd  ot  etgfatj  feet  In  width  into  an  enemy's 
coooby :  for,  Vit  ia  a  wtt  road,  I  presume  we  are  going 
to  tffA  Mexico.  But.  I  ask,  are  thev  a  wariike  people  / 
vemiotin  profound  peace  mth  tnem  at  the  present 
tine'  To  these  questions  I  presume  it  will  be  answered, 
iliit  ve  are  not  in  mwtility  widi  U extco,  but  that  the  road  is 
to  be  >  emmtrdal  one.  And  so  we  see  that,  whether  one 
traHtber,  the  friends  of  the  road  have  al  waya  a  ready 
debaee.  We  are  to  have  a  road  eighty  feet  in  width 
fron  Cwnberland  to  Sarnta  Fe,  built  of  stone  and  paved 
vilh  mrtil ;  that  part.  I  presume,  nearest  the  Mexican 
hntio,  with  gold  from  the  mines  of  Mexico.  And  then, 
ST,  do  juu  suppose  these  gentlemen  are  going  to  be  satia- 
led '  Not  at  ul.  New  projects  will  start  up,  and  new 
eraitiea*  be  seized  upon,  lo  keep  up  the  flow  of  money 
yoor  Treasury  into  the  pockets  of  ei^fineets,  con- 
tncter^  fcc  But,  suppose  that,  at  some  future  period* 
tte  mk  riiould  atop  ;  then  Congress  must  turn  about 
ud  emend  twenty  miUions  to  rcpwr  what  tliey  have  al< 
Kadydooe. 

On  Cray  conaideratloa  that  has  presented  itself  to  me, 
1  ui^  ^posed  to  tbis  system  of  expense.  Are  the  Bepre- 
■ettativet  of  the  People  willing  to  pay,  in  the  time  of 
letce,  a  mbl^  tor  the  purposes  of  war  ?  A  subri^  fn- 
'•be  ctKOun^ement  of  commerce  or  a  aubaidy  for.  the  ea- 
■dtbhment  of  post  roads  ^  I  beUeve  they  are-not.  "Hieae 
Kaboenu  [  have  ofifered  (o  the  Senate  aa  the  ground 
qwn  wtuch  I  oi^KMcd  the  bill. 

Itr.  NOBLE  aaid  he  would  bear  testimony  to  the  hu- 
aar  intb  which  tixe  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Cmfinabsd  been  cbancterized  t  although,  at  the  same 
tiae,  be  must  difTer  fhiSQ  him  in  point  of  fiict,  and  in  many 
of  dw  arguments  upon  wtuch  his  wittidsnts  had  been 
^Buded.  He  ^  not  know  what  kind  of  hoe  it  was  with 
^d>  ttie  gentleman  from  South  Ca^Iina  would  look 
<ipw  tiie  people  of  the  Western  Sutea.  Love,  he  had 
tbrmuadetstood,  regarded  the  happiness  of  its  object ; 
ud  K  £d  not  know  how  the  geatleman  could  suppose 
^  die  people  of  the  West  could  be  happy,  or  even  coo>- 
fct^l^  vioioat  roads.  Bu^  if  the  genueman  had  any 
<leiae  to  pnmote  Oiat  lore  wluch  teacbea  to  do  juatioe  to 
w  <«fk>w  dtizeos,  he  thought  hia  course  upon  tbis  bill 
*<KkU  bave  beeh  a  different  one.  I  have  read aomewhere^ 
•id  Hr.  M.,  that  all  poeta  wete  fbab,  but  that  aU  toola 
'RCBotpoeU;  and  t  begin  to  believe  it  is  true,  tfwe 


speak  of  poetical  afFair%  please  to  allow  me  to  lave  my 
own  ideas.  I  believe  pocAiy  and  aorela  to  be  the  most 
ii^rious  things  in  the  woff6.  If  the  gentleman  ftoni 
South  Carolina  wishes  to  inoreaae  that  k>ve  vUdi  would 
induce  us  te  give  to  each  other  whatever  tigfata  we  «• 
entitled  to,  he  would  aee  tUs  measwe  in  a  veiy  different 
light.  IfyouwiUdoamjrthedeagnaoftfaesageofMon- 
ticello,  then  you  wQl  strike  at  the  root  of  tiiat  love  and 
fbllow  feeling  upon  iriiicb  the  prosperi^  of  tbia  country 
depends*  It  was  under  the  aospioes  of  that  |p«at  man, 
the  fttber  trf*  Yiiginia— «lthou|dt  the  gentlenan  from  Viiv 
gteia,  who  spoke  yeeterday,  aays  thatne  bad  rather  wade 
m  the  mud  than  make  good  roads  to  tncvd  ttpo»-4ha( 
this  great  work  waa  first  set  a-gfring.  He  waa  no  ^tdater 
of  the  Cmistitution,  and  undentoed  its  eonitruetiaa  pfo> 
bab^  as  well  as  men  of  the  present  day> 

Now,  sir,  by  a  compact  witn  these  Western  States,  Con- 
gress is  bound  to  do  this  work.  The  Government  cannot 
avoid  it ;  its  pledge  baa  been  ^ven,  and  it  miut  be  dene. 
Hr.  Jefferson  saw  how  those  States  were  situated.  He 
saw  that  there  vaa  no  outlet  towards  tba  Bmt  tothrt 
country  lying  on  the  Western  watcn^  and  diat,  in  case  of 
a  war,  the  two  sections  of  country  would  net  be  in  asit- 
uation  to  help  each  other.  If  Mr.  Jefftrson  had  not  set 
on  foot  this  plan,  those  rugged  roeks  which  I  ctunbered 
over  when  a  youth,  would  have  remained,  and  the  face 
of  the  count^  would  stilt  have  been  darkened  by  those 
endleaa  invests  throng  wUdi  I  used  to  fiiUov  the 
paths  of  the  Indiana ;  wot  we  never  aheald  hatve  settled 
that  country — we  eouU  nothave  done  it-^  it  had  not 
been  fbr  this  road.  Now,  rir,  witt  any  man  pretend  that 
Congress  shall  not  agree  to  die  compacts  which  it  has 
made  with  those  States  ^  Does  any  man  believe  that  such 
a  compact  was  unconstitutional  ^  If  be  does^  I  will  refer 
him  to  the  fourth  uticle  of  the  seeond  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution, where  it  is  Iidd  down  that  new  State*  may  be 
admiUed  into  the  Union,  and  that  Congrcss  may  make 
rules  to  regulate  dieir  adnussion.  Is  tlwie  any  tbhu* 
clearer  than  that  ^  While  those  States  were  yet  tern- 
tori  e»,  the  United  States  bad  the  sovereign  power  over 
them  :  bat  when  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  so- 
vereignty over  th^  territon'  vested  in  them.  And  when 
you  offered  to  make  a  road  through  those  new  States 
what  would  have  been  the  efi^  if  we  liad  refiised  to  ac- 
ce^  to  the  conditional  But  what  did  we  do  f  Weagreed 
to  the  compact,  sir.  We  gave  you  a  oonsideratien  rorthe 
benefit  you  were  to  bestow  upon  us.  We  got  nothing ; 
nor  do  we  want  any  thing  gratuitotialy.  No  time  ia  fixed 
for  the  fulfilment  of  this  compact  t  and,  conaequeAtly,  the 
present  time  is  the  only  proper  one. 

W^ill  you,  tlien,  after  muring  a  compact,  refbae  to  do 
what  you  proouaed  to  those  States  who  have  been  strug- 
gling fiir  years  in  the  forest,  extending  your  dominions, 
and  guarding  your  frontiers  against  the  depredations  of 
the  savages  ^  Why  did  Congress  originally  make  this 
agreement  *  1*11  tell  you  why,  wr.  It  was,  that  we  might 
have  all  the  communication  with  the  conamercial  cities 
that  our  talent,  our  wealth,  and  our  enterprise,  entiUed 
us  to.  Sir,  you  can't  stop  the  progress  of  civilization. 
Do  dl  you  can,  the  Weiteni  world  has  gtit  the  atart  of 
you,  and  will  defy  illiberaUty  to  overt^e  it  or  stop  tta 
progress.  You  may  make  us  wade  in  the  mad,  aadawini 
our  rivers  and  creeks,  by  refusing  to  aid  us  in  making 
roads  and  canab  t  but  it  will  not  do.  It  is  out  of  your 
power  to  keep  down  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  t 
ask  you  to  pass  tbia  bill,  the  principle  of  whitdi  was  ad- 
Toci^  by  the  Sage  of  Uonticello,  and  defended  in  the 
coundla  of  the  eeuntrr  by  Mr.  Madison.  I  have  abo  a 
reaidutien  in  my  band,  offered  by  a  gendemsn  who  waa 
late  a  member  of  tlua  body,  the  honorable  Mr.  KAimoLr^ 
in  the  House  of  Repreaentativet,  on  the  10th  January, 
1813,  which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  N.  thm  read  the  f(^owm)|r  '• 
**Itmolved,  Thftt  the  Preiident  of  the  United  SUtea  be 
•athoriz^  to  employ  the  regolir  Army  of  the  United 
States,  when  not  cng»ged  in  actual  aervice,  and  when,  in 
his  Judgment,  the  public  interest  will  not  thereby  be  in< 
jured,  in  the  oonattuction  or  repair  of  fcHtificationa,  roads, 
oaralig  or  other  worki  of  pubhe  vtiHtj  " 

Whether  the  anthor  or  this  rescdution  still  adheres  to 
his  former  opinions  or  not,  sud  Mr.  N.,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say.  And  I  would  ask  the  Senate,  iJf  the  statesmen  of 
Virginia,  of  tibe  present  da^,  need  be  referred  to  as  a 
standard  of  futh  on  this  subject  I  could  also  allude  to 
the  great  report  of  Ueniy  St.  Geoige  Tucker,  but  I  need 
go  no  firther.  Every  fwrt  the  countty,  at  that  time, 
seemed  to  Miik  that  the  Western  States  had  a  right  to 
this  road.  We  are  told  now,  however,  that  it  is  an  unjust 
and  unconstitutional  project ;  that  a  great  deal  of  money 
has  been  spent  i  that  the  road  is  good  for  nothing ;  that 
it  is  out  of  repair,  and  all  this.  The  gentleman  from  Vir<' 
ginia  has  been  particularly  warm  in  bis  attack  upon  the 
constitutionality  of  the  work.  But,  when  we  come  to 
tiie  idea  that  Virginia  is  the  only  safefceeper  of  the  Con- 
stitution, let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  whole- of  the 
western  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia  is  hi  byor  of  it.  I 
only  ask  you  to  assist  those  who  were  struggling  in  the 
forests  during  the  last  war,  without  roads  and  without  as- 
sistance. I  ask  you  to  fVilfil  the  compact  you  have  delibe- 
rately entered  into,  that  you  mav  keep  your  f»th  and 
your  consciences  clear,  aiyl  that  the  West  may  not  have 
cause  tocomplunof  the  injustice  of  the  Goremment. 

Hr.  RIDGELT  Kud,  that  the  argument  in  bb  opinion, 
had  gone  fiitthar  than  the  subject  warranted'  He  though^ 
that,  when  the  Senate  considered  coolly  tlie  objects  of 
this  bill,  they  could  find  no  reasonable  ground  upon  which 
to  oppose  it.  He  saw  no  reason  why  it  had  become  a 
conatitutiooal  question.  In  support  of  this,  he  referred 
to  the  acts  of  adbiisuon  of  the  Western  States,  and  quoted 
that  pntion  of  the  law  by  which  the  United  States  obli- 
nted  itself  to  give  up  a  twentieth  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads,  with 
the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  they  were  to 
pass.  Another  act  was  passed,  in  the  year  1803,  which 
provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  pay 
three  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  such  person  as  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  each  State,  to  be  appHed,  under  their  direction,  to  mak- 
ing roads  within  the  Stata :  and  that  the  remaining  two 
per  cent,  should  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress, to  making  roads  to  and  through  the  said  States. 
Thus  we  ascertain  what  has  been  done  witli  the  five  per 
cent-  originally  granted.  Afterwards,  a  bill  passed,  dur- 
ihg  the  Administration  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  and  which  was 
approved  by  him,  appNpriatiog  thirty  thousand  dollars 
for  laying  out  a  road  IVom  Cumberiand,  in  Maryland,  to 
■ome  poiot  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  compliance  with  the 
compact.  Another  section  of  that  law  authorized  the 
president  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland  to  the  pasnng  the  road  through  their 
respective  territories.  This  law  provided  that  the  sum 
appropriated  should  be  paid  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund; 
and,  if  that  were  not  enough,  out  of  other  moneys  in  the 
lYeasuiy,  not  otherwise  appropriated.  This  was  done  t 
and  thus,  by  icpoated  laws  of  the  same  nature,  the  road 
has  been  made  to  the  Slate  of^hio.  Then  came  the 
State  of  Indiana ;  and  I  will  aak  gentlemen  to  look  at  tlie 
kw  admitting  her  into  the  Union.  It  will  be  found  that 
the  same  provi«on  is  made  as  in  the  case  of  Ohio.  Fire 
per  cent,  is  granted  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  to 
and  through  the  State  j  wid  the  same  compact,  it  iriU  be 
found,  has  been  acceded  to  by  the  other  States  aubse- 
quentiy  admitted  into  the  Union.  What,  then,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  ?  It  is  not,  solely, 
tu  complete  the  road  throtigh  the  State  of  Ohio,  but  gra- 


dually to  progress  with  the  surveys,  and  lay  out  tte  road, 
in  comj^iance  with  the  compact  witli  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missonri.    How  can  there  be  any  objection  to  complying 
with  these  terms  ?  How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  a  taiiure, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  justice  or  to  public 
faith  f  The  compacts  were  entered  into  with  those  States 
while  they  were  yet  Territories:  they  were  suboutted  to 
the  Territorial  Conventions,  and  were  agreed  to.    It  was 
nohas^  piece  of  work  ;  it  was  done  deliberately,  and  re- 
peated to  each  Sute,  so  as  to  show  tliat  the  poUcy  of  the 
measure  was  deemed  worthy  of  being  followed  up  from 
year  to  year.   I  ask,  then,  what  objection  can  we  oflTer  to 
the  fulfilment  of  these  agreements  *  1  ask  more — if  the 
faiih  of  the  Uiuted  States  is  not  pledged  ?  I  do  hot  know 
but  the  two  per  cent,  on  the  lanos  aoiA  has  been  expend- 
ed ;  but,  at  any  rate,  that  fund  is  to  be  applied  by  Con- 
gress.   The  bill  first  passed  was  to  locate  a  road  from 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling.     The  bill  now  before  us 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.    It  is  gronndcd  upon  the  act 
of  1835,  entitled  "  An  act  for  continuing  the  Cumberland 
Road  from  the  town  of  Canton,  on  the  Ohio,  opposite 
Wheeling,  to  the  Muskingum,  at  Zanesvills."  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  compact  entered  into  on  the  admisrion  into 
the  Union  of  the  State*  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illin<Hs,and  Mis- 
souri, the  bill  of  1625  was  framed.    The  second  aeclion 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner,  and  the 
third  for  the  appointment  of  an  impartial  person,  who 
shall,  together,  complete  the  examination  and  surveys  to 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Sub- 
sequently to  that  act,  an  act  of  the  2Sth  March,  1831^  ap- 
propriated pne  htmdKd  and  fiRy  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  work,  and  last  year  anotlier  act  appropriating  ooe 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand' was  passed.    The  Gcveral 
appropriations  to  this  part  of  the  work  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.    This  might  look 
like  a  laige  sum  of  money.  Wc  will  admit  that  fact.  But 
it  is  to  comply  with  a  contract  in  whieli  the  Government 
have  entered,  and  he  doubted  not,  that,  even  were  it  not 
go,  it  would  be  more  than  paid  for  by  its  beneficial  effects 
upon  the  country  at  large.  And,  let  me  ask,  said  Mr. 
if,  by  these  roads  through  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  coun- 
ti7,  the  United  States  does  not  greatly  enhance  the  value 
ju  iu  public  domain  ?  The  very  road  itself  has  such  an 
effect.  The  work  has  been  pmgresnng  beyond  the  Ohio 
river  for  four  years,  and  he  neither  considered  it  just  or 
proper  to  break  off  from  a  work  tliat  Ittd  been  progressed 
in  ffant  far,  and  the  obstructions  to  which  had  been  most- 
ly removed.    The  firit  section  of  the  road,  between  the 
Ohio  and  Zanesville,  might  be  considered  as  finished. 
On  the  second  section  it  was  but  partially  made  ;  and  he 
thought  that,  if  the  road  was  to  be  stopped  at  all,  it  should 
not  be  done  until  that  portion  of  it  upon  which  money 
had  beett  expended,  should  be  completed.    He  thought 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sum]  had  not*- 
^uoted  and  misunderstood  the  letter  of  the  Supetinten- 
dent  of  the  road,  Mr.  Wever.    [Mr.  B.  then  read  some 
passages  of  Mr.  Wever's  letter,  m  order  to  support  the 
opinion  which  he  had  just  expressed-]   It  was  to  be  sup- 
posed  that  Mr.  Wever  understood  his  subject ;  and  he 
estimated  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  road  to  Zanes- 
ville, at  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  bill  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  enable  the  engineers  to  go  on 
with  the  surveys  beyond  the  Muskingum  river.  And  now, 
sir,  said  Hr.  R ,  after  the  United  States,  considering  them- 
selves bound  by  the  contract  with  the  Western  States, 
have  done  so  much  towards  this  great  work,  1  will  aak  if 
they-  are  to  close  their  hands,  and,  to  a  ceruin  extent, 
render  useless  all  that  they  have  already  dcme  *  I  hope 
not :  I  hope  the  Work  will  progress.   I  own  not  a  foot  of 
ground  in  any  of  these  States,  and  reaide  in  a  dilTerent 
quarter.   I  look  upon  the  laws  passed  on  the  admisnon 
of  those  States  into  the  Union,  as  comprising  a  pledge  on 
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Ibe  ptrl  of  the  United  States  which,  by  withdrawing  the 
v«t.  at  present  vould  be  vioUted  in  a  roost  unjustifia- 
ble manner. 

Mr.  RAKRISON  said,  he  had  intended  to  reply  to  his 
friend  from  South  CaTt>lina,  [Mr.  Skits,]  but  it  had  been 
« ihly  done  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that  he  would 
Mt  it  that  late  hoar  trespass  upon  the  Senate*  further 
ri«  to  ask  the  yeas  snd  najs  on  the  question  of  engross- 
iBBthebilL 

The  edlbdnr  sustained,  tbe  question  was  taken*  when 
the  Ul  WIS  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  by  the  following 

wte : 

TEAS— Mf-ssrs.  Barnard,  Barton*  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bnfipiy,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
JotuKHi  of  Kentackj,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
Knight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely, 
Rmmi^  Haggles*  Sermoor*  MUbee*  Snutb  of  Maryland* 
Tkanss-SS. 

NATS— Measn.  Bell,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Kllis,  Foot,  Hayne,  King,  Macon,  Par* 
li^  Suferd,  Smith  of  South  Carolina*  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
Whili^  Voodbur^ — ]  8 . 

llr.  UACON  then  rose,  and  offered  the  following  re- 
ntatiM,  remuking  that  it  was  his  object  to  give  up  the 
tudto  the  scTcrml  States  through  which  it  had  been  con* 
Mmcted ;  md  also  to  ^ve  up  ul  the  produet-of  the  two 
per  cent,  stwell  as  the  money  that  tud  been  advanced* 
ID  « to  get  rid  of  the  disputes  which  annually  occupied 
Coofrem  on  this  tfubject  : 

ftttoierdy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
Bto  the  expei^eDcy  of  reUnquishing  to  the  States  through 
vlBcii  the  Cnnberbuid  Road  passes  to  tlie  Ohio  river, 
•haterercbim,  if  any,  the  United  States  may  hsTe  to  tlie 
■ne :  asd  that  the  aaid  committee  also  inquire  into  the 
czpe&Dcy  of  relinquishing  to  the  States  concerned,  the 
citin  of  the  United  States  to  the  whole  of  the  five  per 
fft-  leserred  fiwn  the  sale  of  the  pubUc  lands  in  the 
DDikd  States. 


TvuBWAT,  JuruAKT  34*  1838. 

The  fcsohition  submitted  yesterday  t>y  Mr.  MACON, 
Ktborixingan  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  relinc^iush> 
■g  the  Comberland  Road  to  the  States  through  which  it 
pww,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
forth  Carolina,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  amend 
Ife  iMoiutioit,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  giving  up  of  Ihe 
nsliact  on  tbie  part  of  the  States*  sliould  Congress  rc- 
l^id*  tbe  Road  > 

ySr.  MACOX  said,  that  his  object,  in  offering  the  rc- 
^^IstioD,  was  to  cover  the  whole  ground,  and  ulow  the 
(^<nnittee  la  decide  upon  the  details.  His  design  was 
to  pet  rid  of  tbe  whole  subject,  and  the  debates  that  so 
(ivqBeDUy  occurred  upon  it.  The  inquiry  of  the  Com- 
■■ttee  would  be  directed  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
•ooUbedone. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  aald.  that  he  rose  merely  to  remark 
tiitttbe  Western  SCates  would  hardly  be  averse  to  doing 
i»ay,  uneonftionally,  the  compacts,  because  their  inter. 

voeld  be  greatly  promoted  by  it.  Without  saying  a 
vord  on  tbe  subject  of  the  fire  per  cent,  or  the  two  per 
ccaL  flf  wUch  so  much  had  been  said*  the  compacts 
*UA  Ifab  reaolutton  proposed  to  modify,  were  the  only 
ispefiment  in  the  way  of  the  right  of  soil,  and  of  taxa- 
tiM  the  States,  in  reference  to  the  public  lands  within 
dkeir  finuts.  There  was  an  inquiry,  however,  aiigjreeted 
14  his  ntod,  which  he  wotitd  on«r  to  the  mover  of  the  re- 
(DtntioB,  and  which  might  suve  the  Judtciiiry  Committee 
the  trouble  of  its  investigation.  It  was  this  :  If  the  cotn- 
lactsoiade  by  Con£^a>  with  the  States  are  valid  at  nil* 
cm  they  be  chained  by  Coi^ftesa  without  the  consent  of 
tbe  Stitei '  As  a  single  member*  regarding  no  other 


consideration  than  the  interest  of  the  State  be  represent- 
ed, be  might  be  in  favor  of  relinquishing  the  compacts 
altogether  ;  because,  without  the  compacts,  tbey  would 
be  entitled  to  the  public  lands ;  but  the.csse  presented 
was  one  in  which  he  had  no  power  to  act.  If  the  resolu* 
tion  had  any  object,  it  appeared  to  him  ^at  it  was  to  ^< 
pense  with  the  exercise  of  ths  power  of  Congress  to 
made  roads  and  canals,  because  such  power  was  not 
found  in  the  Constitution.  But  if  the  Constitution  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  of  nuiUng  compacts  with  Uie  seve- 
ral States,  and  of  stipuUtu^  to  expend  two  per  cent  of 
tbe  sales  of  public  lands,  in  making  roads  and  canals  in 
the  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  SUtea,  surely  the 
constitutional  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  cannot  be 
denied.  If  such  compacts  could  be  made  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  how  can  it  be  argued 
that  Congress  has  not  tbe  power  to  Ailfil  their  conditions  ^ 
As  a  member  of  one  of  the  new  Statci^  be  would  not 
agree  to  any  modification  of  these  compacts  j  because  he 
maintained  that  such  modification  could  not  be  mikle 
without  the  consent  of  both  of  the  contracting  parties — 
the  States  and  the  Union.  What,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the 
whole  case  ^  You  have  engaged  to  make,  for  the  new 
States*  roads  and  canals,  on  condition  that  they  will 
neither  tax  nor  sell  tbe  public  lands  wiUun  tfaor  Hndts. 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina*  and  othen^  lay*  We 
have  undertaken  to  do  what  we  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  do,  and  the  resolution  proposes  to  release  Con- 
gress from  that  obligation,  without  releasing  the  States 
from  their  prohibitions  against  sale  And  taxation.  If  you 
with  to  be  released  from  your  obligations  in  reference  to 
tbe  compacts*  release  the  States  auo.  Do  tbe  compacts 
entirely  away.  You  eitlier  have  no  eonrtitutional  power 
to  make  the  compacts*  or  you  have  power  to  fulfil  them— 
have  power  to  make  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked  that,  if  any  thing  could  have 
convinced  him  of  tbe  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  what  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  just 
■aid'  He  was  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  an  inquiry  inlo  the  whole  subject*  more  particulariy 
into  tbe  amount  of  the  five  per  centum  and  the  two  per 
centum*  devoted  to  this  object.  It  was  a  matter  of  in- 
vestigation and  inquiry  only,  for  the  Committee*  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject  entitled  it  to  that  notice. 

Mr.  MACON  said  a  few  words,  which  the  Reporter 
could  not  distincly  bear. 

Mr.  SMt  TH, «  South  Carolina,  said,  he  thougtit  he 
could  name  a  case  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
«ve  his  vote  for  a  umilar  measure.  He  alluded  to  the 
ill  allowing  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions of  land  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  The 
same  authority  lutd  also  been  given  to  the  State  of  Ala< 
bama  Now  here  was  an  infraction  of  a  compact ;  but 
he  had  heard  of  no  complaint  in  regard  to  it.  If  Congress 
could  break  a  contract  in  one  instance*  vas  it  bound  to 
adhere  to  it  in  anotlier  i  He  believed  that  no  part  of  our 
compact  with  the  new  States  ouglit  to  be  more  rel^ous- 
ly  observed,  than  that  by  which  we  granted  the  six- 
tL'enth  sections  of  lahd  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  schools. 
Yet  Congreaa  had  passed  a  law  giving  the  right  to  the 
States  of  selling  them.  On  the  compact  now  under  con- 
rideration,  he  thought  that  gentlemen  had  packed  a  great 
desl  more  than  it  oould  bear.  Was  it  not  far  more  im- 
portant* in  the  new  States,  to  provide  fur  education, 
than  to  nuke  roads  ^  Every  body  knew  the  necessity  of 
roads  ;  but  education  was  of  far  greater  importance.  And 
so  much  so  was  it  considered  b^  tite  GovemroeDt  that 
the  provision  of  land  for  that  object  had  the  eflect,  in  a 
manner,  to  coerce  them  into  a  sufficient  encouragement 
of  schools.  This  provision  had,  however,  been  deserted 
in  some  of  the  States  where  the  lands  had  been  soldi  and 
the  proceeds  converted  into  bank  stock.  These  were 
instances  where  the  compacts  of  Congress  with  tbe  States 
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bid  not  been  conudercd  so  diffioult  to  break  as  g«ntitt- 
men  now  loeiaed  to  think  them. 

Mr.  HENBBICK8  bad  not  men  for  the  purpOM  of  op. 
poBi^thecflnrideration  of  the  naohitton.  It  merely  au. 
thotized  iDqoiry,  uidtothakhecouldlivre.no  objection. 
He  merely  intended  to  answer  the  questions  put  by 
the  gentleman  from  Mune,  and  to  propound  the  question 
to  the  Senate,  whether,  if  the  compaoti  were  constitution- 
ally made,  ConHresa  oould  be  wantinR  in  constitutional 
power  to  fidfil  them.  The  great  diftctn^  seemed  to  be — 
•od  upon  tlui  ugumente  of  gendemes  egeinst  in- 
ternal Imprarementseaned  to  be  fbooded— that  Congress 
bed  no  right  to  make  roads  and  eanelft;  No  one,  how- 
ever, attempted  to  deny  that  they  bad  the  power  of  msJc- 
ing  compacts.  And  he  would  remark  again,  that,  if  they 
had  the  constitutioiial  power  to  enter  into  compacts  for 
the  coDstniction  of  roads  and  oanaJa,  they,  as  •  natural 
consequence^  had  the  conatitutiom]  power  to  mAe  those 
roads  and  canals. 

In  what  be  had  said,  be  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  eateriDg  at  all  into  the  argument  of  constitutional 
power.  That  mi^t  be  necessaiy  on  another  occasion, 
but  was  not  on  this. 

Ur-  KANE  said,  that theargument on tfaiaquestion  had 
eitcnded,  in  bis  opini<Hi,  beyond  any  reasonable  limit. 
He  would  brieflpr  state  what  he  thought  was  the  true 
light  in  which  this  proposition  appeared.  The  compacts 
between  Con|p^  and  the  States  could  be  dispensed 
with  and  set  aside  only  by  the  consented  Confess  and  the 
States  assembled  in  convention.  The  conditions  of  the 
agreement  had  been  acceded  to  inTerritorisl  conventions, 
and  an  alteration  could  only  be  ordered  in  a  similar  meet- 
ing. One  word  to  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  SxiTH.}  He  supposed  that  the  compact  bad  been 
broken  by  authotiztng  the  sale  of  the  Scbool  Reserves  in 
Ohio.  But  this  vna  not  the  case.  The  subject  was  ar- 
gued in  this  body  t  and  tt  was  argued  duit  the  interests 
of  educatiwi  would  be  advanced,  if  the  State  was  allowed 
to  sell  the  lands;  How  was  the  compact  violated  by  this 
sale  ?  The  worth  of  the  lands  was  not  the  less  devoted 
to  the  objects  of  education.  It  was  not  supposed,  when 
those  reserves  were  made  as  a  achool-fimd,  that  it  was  al- 
ways to  rcnwn  in  the  land,  which  was  <^  but  litile  value. 
The  nxteenth  sections  were  not  always  farmable,  and  it 
would  have  been  useless  to  retain  ttieni,  where  they 
brought  in  no  income.  The  only  question  was,  at  the 
time,  whether  this  litnd-fUnd  should  be  converted  into  a 
tneney-fund,  and  it  was  considered  best  that  it  should  be 
so  converted.  Therefore  no  compact  was  violated  j 
whereas  the  object  of  the  reserve  was  utore  fully  secured. 

The  resolution  vras  then  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Judiaai^  Committee,  advene  to  a 
restdution  relating  to  the  erecUon  of  proper  building*  for 
the  United  States'  Courts,  and  for  the  preservation  ^  the 
records,  was  con^dered  :  on  which 

Hr.  PA.UR[S  observed,  tliat,  liad  he  enjoyed  an  m^or- 
tuntty  of  communicating  to  the  Committee  his  informa 
lioa  on  this  subject,  he  thought  Ihey  would  hare  made  a 
different  decision,  so  6u>  as  related  to  one  part  of  the  sub. 
ject — the  preservation  of  the  records.  As  to  the  erection 
of  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Courts,  be  did  not  know 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  but  it  surely  was  so  to 
preserve  tht  records.  He  had  heard,  but  a  short  time 
since,  of  a  fact  in  support  (tf  provitUng  for  the  records, 
as,  in  one  ^  the  largest  districts  in  the  country,  tliat  of 
Massachuaetta,  the  archives  of  the  Court  narrowly  escap- 
ed destruction  by  fire.  He  therefore  moved  tiiat  the  re- 
port He  on  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  Hoad  from  Bridgeport  to  Zanesville,  in 
Ohio,  and  to  continue  the  survey  of  the  same  from  Zanes- 
ville to  the  Capital  of  Missouri,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pused. 


SUHVrvrNG  OFPICEHS  of  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  WOOD- 
BURY moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  1»100,000  doOan. 

Hr.  WOODBURY  rose  and  sud,  it  has  become  my  da- 
ty.  Sir,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  to  explain  the  origin  and  character  of  it.  I  regret 
that  this  auty  has  not  devolved  upon  some  abler  repre- 
sentative of  the  interests  of  the  petitioners  ;  but  I  regret 
it  the  less,  as  my  colleaffnes  on  the  Committee  possess 
every  quality  of  both  the  Bead  and  heart  to  advance  those 
interests,  and  will,  no  doubt,  hereafter*  be  seeonded  by 
an  indulgent  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Who,  then.  Sir,  are  the  venerable  men  that  knock  at 
your  door and  for  what  do  they  ask  }  They  are  not 
suppliants  for  mere  favor  or  charity,  though  we  all  know 
that  nothing  but  the  proud  sinrit  which  helped  to  suslaia 
them  througfa  the  diatresMS  of  our  revolutuNii  has  with- 
held mo«t  m  them  from  reliance  for  dijly  braid  on  die 
alms  provided  by  the  present  pension  act  No,  Sirj  they 
come  as  petitioners  for  their  rights.  They  come  as  the 
remnant  of  that  gallant  band,  who  entisted  your  contioen- 
tal  army  ;  who  disciplined  its  ranks  i  wbo  planned  its  en- 
terprises, and  led  tne  way  to  nctory  and  mdependence. 
Confiding  in  the  plighted  faith  of  Congreasi  given  in  die 
form  of  a  solemn  compact,  they  adhcKd  to  your  cause 
thKMish  evil  report  and  nod  report  till  the  great  dnna 
cloiea  t  and  th^  now  an:  only  that  the  fUth  so  plighted 
may  be  redeemed.  Amid  the  wrecks  &om  time  and  di>> 
ease,  during  almost  half  a  centtny,  short  350  now  sur- 
vive, out  of  2480,  who  existed  at  the  close  of  tbc  war. 
Even  this  small  number  is  falling  fast  around  us,  as  the 
leavea  of  autumn  {  uid  this  very  morning  a  gentleman 
before  me  has  communicated  the  information  that  another 
of  the  most  fiuthfiil  among  them  has  just  passed  *'that 
bourne  whence  no  traveUer  returns."  It  behoves  Vh 
then,  if  we  now  conclude,  in  our  prosperity  and  great* 
ness,  to  extend  relief,  either  fhnn  charity,  gratitude,  or 
justice,  to  do  it  quickly. 

Ily  great  anxie^  is,  in  the  outset,  to  prevent  any  mis. 
apprehenrion  of  the  true  grotrnds  on  which  the  appropria- 
tion is  founded.  Hirougiiout  the  whole  inc^uiry,  there  is 
no  dispontion  to  censure  the  motives  or  pohcy  of  the  old 
Congtvss.  They  adopted  such  measures  as  the  exigoi- 
(uea  and  necessities  of  the  times  forced  upon  them ;  and 
now,  when  those  exigencies  have  ceased,  it  is  jus^  as 
well  as  generous,  to  give  such  relief  as  the  nature  of  the 
casennay  demand. 

A  very  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  this  measure 
heretofbre  has  been  a  prevalent  opinion,  that  tbese  peti. 
tionen  are  seeking  compensation  merely  for  losses  sus- 
tained, on  the  depreciation  of  continental  money,  and 
certificates  received  Ibr  thdr  monthly  wages ;  wbereas, 
from  their  first  memorial  in  A.  D.  1810,  to  the  present 
session,  tbey  have  invariably  rested  on  Oie  non-perf<nm- 
ance,  by  Congress,  of  a  ^stinct  and  independent  coolract 
All  the  losses  on  their  monthly  wages  tbqr  bore  in  cflD- 
mon.  and  are  willing  to  forego  in  common  with  many  b 
the  walks  of  civil  life,  and  with  the  binve  soldiers  under 
their  command.  This  is  the  plain  and  decisive  reason 
why  none  but  officers  are  embraced  in  the  present  bill. 
The  contract  on  which  they  rely,  was  made  with  the  offi- 
cers alone  j  and  gallant  and  unfortunate  as  were  the  sd- 
diers,  the  officers  have  endured,  and  will  contioue  to 
endure,  wiUtout  repining,  still  severer  sufTeringe  from  the 
wortbleu  money  and  certificates  received  for  their  Mttgen 
because  those  losses  were  perhaps  too  large,  and  too  gene- 
ral, in  all  departments  of  life,  ever  to  warrant  the  expec- 
tation or  practicability  of  complete  remuncratiou. 

I  have  said  severer  sufferings  on  this  account  by  the 
officers,  because  the  money  received  for  wages  before 
A.  D.  1780,  worth  onlv  one  dollar  in  the  hundred,  wUi 
to  the  oflBcers,  the  only  meius  to  purchue  cunp  equi- 
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z,-^"^  rfothingr,  lh»t  were  (urnbhed  to  the  aolilicnt  out 
«fae  pwblic  anenab  j  and  becatue  the  aoldicr  often  re- 
«w»d  bwidgi  Kb^nd  booatie^  both  at  home  and  from 

Let  it  then  be  distinctly  undentood,  that,  notwithstand- 
B^^tha  disparity  aguntit  the  officen,  n»  Mich  lowes  or 
ocfweeiatKms  fiirni  any  part  rfthe  foundation  for  this  bill. 
Awament's  atteatton  to  tfie  hiatorj'  of  that  period  will 
true  ground  of  the  appropriation.    After  this 
jne^WU  prCMore  had  continued  nearly  three  years — after 
oeaScen  had  mstained  tlieir  ^irits  during'  that  tiring 
pwiM  ondo-  aucb  diMidvantBgea.  by  the  liwoe  of  tiio»e 
fgMcipiea  that  led  them  at  ftrsi  to  jmn  in  the  pledge  to 
of^their  lires,  their  fortunes,  and  their  noted 
^  after  their  priratc  resource*  had  become  nearly 
e^«ted  io  supplying  those  wanU  their  country  was 
ume  rather  than  unwilling  to  latiary,  there  arose  a  state 

-  '°  certain  proceedings  by  Congress, 

n  irlaomi  to  half  pay, 

TW  proqiect  Iwd  neariy  vanahed,  that  any  honorable 
acnoimodatioa  could  be  efleeted  with  the  parent  country. 

"ee^ed  likely  to  become  more  severe,  ami 
tehe  protracted  for  many  years ;  and  it  was  obrious  that 
sf  theofficens  tbus  impoverished  and  disheartened, 
^"^^ctnaBy  resign  in  order  to  provide  themselves  with 
aeoest  clothing-,  auid  to  maintain  their  families,  and  secure 
«y  ibiisteBCie  for  advanced  life,  or  tliat  they  must  re- 
•««  iooK  asMumnoe  of  fiiture  indemnity,  if  they  conti- 
■"•^^  «erTice,  Md  abandoned  every  thing  eke  to  sink 
«■  swim  with  the  niilitsty  destinies  of  their  country. 

H  was  then  that  the  resolve  of  May  15,  17T8,  granting 
"'.P'T*  only  seven  years,  to  all  who  continued  in 
«>»iee  tin  the  close  of  the  war,  was  passed. 

Tbis  abort  period  of  half  pay  was  dictated  rather  by  the 
^w^  rf  Congress  to  pnivide  a  longer  one,  than  frcHn  an 
"Twiow  tmt  it  was,  in  truth,  sumdenl,  or  in  accord- 
•see  with  any  similar  system  in  the  armies  of  Europe, 
ifcwc,  a  cofnmittee.  May  24th,  1779,  reported  a  reso- 
Istion,  slluwing  half  pay  for  life  to  tl»e  same  class  of  offi- 
ces, sad  jastly  grounded  it  on  the  great  risks  they  vere 
cdedtoeacoantcr,on  their  great  sufferings  and  sacrifices 
(f  fMiOi,  case,  health,  and  fortune,  in  the  cause  of  their 
cooatry.  But  the  want  of  resources  in  Congress  induced 
Aon  to  postpone  the  subject,  and,  on  the  17th  of  August, 
J779,  to  urge  upon  the  respective  States  the  expediency 
ti  sdoptin^  sucn  a  resohition,  and  of  pledging  fw  its  fiil- 
Dnest  their  State  resources.  The  power  of  the  States 
of«r  those  resources  was  much  more  effective  than  that 

the  confederation  m  er  the  States  But  such  were  the 
^nerd  gfoom  and  despondency  of  the  times,  that  not  a 
•agle  Siste  except  Pennsylvania  complied  witfi  the  re- 
trnim  nJjliuiii  The  currency  contmued  to  depreciate 
anc  and  more,  daily  :  the  officers,  in  many  inslsnces, 
wo*  atterly  anable,  by  their  whole  pay,  to  procure  de. 
cest  a^Mvel .-  treason  had  penetntnl  the  camp  in  the 
penon  of  Arnold  :  Charleston  had  been  surrendered : 
Liscoln  captured  :  Gates  defeated  at  Camden :  the  South* 
era  States  overrun  by  Comwallis :  our  srfdiery  had  be- 
CWM  discooraged  :  and  the  great  military  leatjer  of  the 
Kmbtion  had  become  convinced,  and  nad  tuged  with 
teowal  ener^gy  upon  Congress,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
Nsdutioa  was  almioat  the  only  posmble  me*  bod  of  retain- 
iig  the  army  together.  Under  such  appalling  circum- 
Raoce^  Congreas  passed,  on  the  34th  of  October,  A.  D. 
178^  the  rea«ati(Hi,  which  I  will  now  take  the  liberty  to 
Rsd: 

"MmheJ,  That  the  officers  who  shaU  continue  in  the 
•erriet  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  hair 
fay  Amag  lite ;  to  commence  ftom  the  time  of  thdr  re- 
ductioB."    (I  17.  S.  Laws,  688.) 

This,  with  one  or  two  subsequent  resolution^  explun- 
Rgsad  modifying  its  provisions  as  to  particular  persons, 
coiMitates  the  great  foundation  of  the  bill  under  conn- 
Tofc  IV.— 9 


deration.    The  promise  was  most  solemnly  and  delibe- 
nitely  made  :  the  consideration  for  it  was  ample,  and  most 
honorably  performed  by  the  officers  (  and  yet,  on  tlie  part 
of  Congress,  its  stipuUtiong  have,  in  my  opinion,  never, 
til  this  (lay.  been  equiubly  fulfilled.    As  to  the  binding 
effect  of  the  compact  on  Congress,  nobodj"  can  pretend 
to  doubt.    I  atuilJ,  therefore,  not  waste  a  smele  moment 
in  the  discussion  of  that  point.    But  I  admit  that  the  offi- 
cers were  first  bound  to  perform  the  condition  fiithfuUy, 
of  serving  to  the  close  of  the  war,  however  long  or  disas- 
:  trous.    Did  they  do  it  *   History  and  tradition  must  con- 
vince all  that,  through  defeat  as  welt  as  victory,  they  clung 
to  our  fortunes  to  the  uttermost  moment  of  the  struggle. 
They  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  and  intelligence,  the  surest 
guarantees  of  such  6dellty.    Most  of  them  bad  investi- 
gated, and  well  understood,  the  principles  in  dispute,  and 
to  defend  them  had  flown  to  the  field  of  battle,  on  the 
first  alarm  of  war,  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  Scottish  ^^er- 
ing,  at  the  summons  of  the  fiery  cross.    And  it  is  not 
poetry,  that  one  of  my  own  relatives,  an  officer  long  since 
■to  more,  when  the  alarm  was  given  at  Leziiwtoot  lefit 
for  the  tented  field,  the  corpse  of  his  htlier  uubnried : 

<*  On«  look  he  csM  u|)on  bin, 
UMfacd  tnqa  hi*  cyn  the  pthering  usr," 

and  hsstened  to  devote  his  own  life  to  the  salvation  of  his 
country.    In  the  same  duty~in  performing  their  part  of 
the  compact,  to  serve  fkiihfuUy  to  the  close  of  the  wsr, 
these  petitiouers  endured  the  fivwts  of  winter,  often  half 
sheltered,  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,  and  badly  paid.  God 
forbid  that  I  should  exaggerate.   Ti>e  naked  truth  is 
stronger  than  any  coloring  ^  fancy.   We  have  the  autho- 
rity of  their  commander,  that  they  were,  at  times,  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  be  unable  and  ashamed  to  receive  their 
friends ;  but  never,  I  believe,  loth  to  face  their  enemies. 
Their  patlis  were  sometimes  msrkcd  hy  their  blood^-their 
courage  and  conitancy  tried  by  fvequent  alarms,  by  am- 
buscade, and  the  pitched  battle,  but  they  never  alter- 
ed :  and  when,  towards  the  close  of  the  war,  neglect  on 
the  part  of  CongreH,  as  to  their  monthly  wages,  might 
have  justified,  under  most  circumstances,  disquiet  and 
distrust  i  and  when,  at  Newburg,  tbey  were  tempted  with 
the  insidious  taunt,  that  iti  reliitquidiing  their  arms,  and 
retiring  home  with  the  p  romises  made  to  them  unfiilfilled. 
th^  would  '  *  go,  starve,  and  he  fbtgotten yet  ttiey  dis> 
baimed  in  peacersnd  expressed  their  "  unshaken  eonfl- 
dence  in  the  justice  of  Congress." 

Washington  himself  declared,  in  sabstanoe,  that,  by 
means  of  this  resolve,  U>e  officers  were  insph«d  t»  make 
renewed  exertions  t  to  feel  a  security  for  ^emsenes  and 
fiimilies,  which  enabled  tliem  to  devc^e  every  fcctdty  to 
the  common  cause  t  and  that  thus  was  an  army  kept  toge- 
ther, which  otherwise  must  have  dissolved,  and  we  pro- 
bably have  been  compelled  to  pass  agMn  under  the  yoke 
of  colonial  servitude. 

Far  sll  this  fidelity  to  the  performance  of  tb«r  part  of 
the  compact,  the  officers  bare  been  duly  thanked  by  many 
Congresses,  and  applauded  by  the  world.  TTiey  have 
occupied  a  conspicuous  niche  in  toasts,  odes,  and  orationa, 
and  some  of  them  bare  animated  the  canvas^  and  breathed 
in  marble. 

But  has  the  promise  to  them  of  half  pay  ever  been  ei- 
ther literally  or  substantially  ful6lled  ?  That,  sir,  is  the 
imfKMtant  question.  1  answer  not  literally,  by  any  pre- 
tence, from  any  ciuarter.  No  half  pay,  as  such,  has  ever, 
f)r  any  length  of  time,  been  either  paid  or  provided  for 
one  of  the  petitioners.  Almost  as  little,  mf,  can  there  be 
a  pretence  that  it  hai  been  substantially  folded.  No 
kind  of  fulfilment  has  been  attempted,  except  in  die  eon- 
mutation  act,  passed  March  330,  1783. 

Thataet  grew  out  of  objections,  in  some  of  the  States, 
to  the  system  of  half  pay  as  a  system,  because  not  striody 
republican  in  theory,  and  because  every  thin^  of  a  pension 
cbvaoter  had  become  odious  by  its  abuse  m  tone  Go- 
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SENATE.] 


Surming  O^een  e/Me  Rewiuiion. 


[J&s.  34,  1838. 


Temmenti.  in  the  maintenance  of  hirelings  who  had  per-  I  was  ^xpectedi  probably  eren  hwjnitlei  in  the  lines  would 
formed  secret  and  disreputable  services.  i  never  iiave  been  obtained.    Hie  certificates  were  made 

Some  of  the  officers,  being-  anximis  tu  remove  any  fur-  out  for  ai),  without  application,  and  left  wiUi  the  »Kents : 


nal  objection,  petitioned  Con|[resa  for  a  cooimutation  or 
clianjjfc  in  the  mode  of  indeinni<^in^  and  rewardinff  them. 
No  opposition  had  been  made  to  trie  amount  or  value  of 
the  half  pay,  and,  therefore,  as  appears  in  the  commuta- 
tion act  itself,  the  officers  expected,, if  a  change  took 
place,  a  full  "  equivalent"  in  value  to  the  half  pay  for  life. 
[Mr.  W.  here  read  the  act  from  1  U.  Sutes'  Laws,  6S7.] 
But,  instead  of  such  an  equivalent,  Congresd  g:ave,  by 
that  act,  what  was  far  short  of  an  equivalent,  whether  we 
regard  the  particular  a^es  at  that  time  of  these  petitioners, 
or  their  average  nge  with  the  other  officers,  or  the  period 
they  have  actually  since  lived.  Congress  gave  only  five 
years'  full  pay  to  the  youngest  in  the  Une,  and  jiiat  as 
much  to  the  eldest  t  treating  the  officer  of  25  as  not  likely, 
to  live  any  longer  than  him  of  70 1  vtd  subjecting  the 
former  to  take  for  his  half  pay,  which  he  was  entitled  to 


no  other  provision  was  made  for  those  entitled  to  half  pay, 
and  it  remained  with  the  younger  officers  to  receive  those 
certificates  or  nothing. 

But  it  is  most  manifest  that  Congress  had  no  legal  right 
to  take  away  from  a  ungle  officer  his  vetted  half  pay  for 
life,  without  givir»r  him  a  full  equivalent ;  or,  to  say  the 
least,  what  the  officer  should  freely  and  distinctly  assent 
to,  as  a  full  equivalent.  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  legislation  and  jurisprudence  ;  and 
a  majority  of  tlie  lines  could  no  more  bind  the  minority 
on  this  subject  of  private  rigbte  of  property,  than  they 
could  bind^Uongressorthe  States  on  questions  of  p^ilics. 
This  point  need  not  be  argued  to  men,  who,  like  those 
around  me,  have  watched  tlie  discussions  and  decinons  in 
this  country  the  last  quarter  of  a  centurj*.  But  no  «uch 
individual  assent  was  asked  lu  re  :  it  was  indeed  dcclsred 


for  his  whole  life,  of  probably  i>5  years,  the  aame  small  ;  to  be  useless  Jor  imy  minority  of  individuals  to  dissent ; 
sum  bestowed  on  him  not  likely  to  live  over  10  or  14  years.  '  the  commutation  not  liaving  been  in  any  view  a  full  eqni- 
If  we  look  to  the  average  age  of  all  the  officers  at  that ,  valent,  individual  assent  cannot  fairly  be  presumed.  The 
time,  the  commutation  was  still  inadequate.  1'luit  age  ;  subsequent  taking  of  the  certificates  was  merely  taking 
was  probably  not  over  30 ;  none  have  pretended  tu  con-  all  that  was  providied,  and  all  th^  could  get,  wttbout  any 
aider  it  over  3d;  and  on  all  observrntions,  in  similar  cli- .  pretence  that  they  took  it  as  a  full  aud  fair  eqwvsdent.  And 
mates,  and  all  calculations  of  annuity  t^lea,  such  persons* '  licncc  it  follows  that,  on  the  loweat  computation,  two 


lives  Woukt  be  likely  to  extend  beyond  SO  years ;  and 
thus  their  half  pay  for  lite  be,  on  an  average,  worth  the 
gross  sum,  in  praienti,  of  at  least  seven  years'  full  pay. 
Any  gentleman  can  test  the  general  accuracy  of  these  re. 
■ults,  by  a  reference  to  Price's  Annuity  I'ables,  and  to 
Milne  on  Annuities.  In  England,  Sweden,  and  France, 
it  will  be  seen  that  a  person  of  30  years  of  age  is  aacer-  , 

tained  to  he  likely  to  live  34  more;  and  of  35  ycara  of  isucli  a  transaction,  resorted  to  under  the  pressure  vf 
.    An  annuity  for  34  years  is  i  times,  and  finding  no  apology  except  in  the  security 


years'  more  full  pay  are  necessary  to  make  any  Hung  like 
a  substantial  fuliilmenl  of  the  compact  on  tlie  pai-t  of  Con- 
gress. In  truth,  20  years  more  would  be  less  than  the 
petitioners  could  rightfitUy  claim  now,  if  tlie  commuution 
act  had  never  passed ;  oi-  if  the  position  was  clearly  esta- 
blialied  tliat  the  commuUlioii  act,  as  to  them,  was,  under 
the  circumstances,  entirely  null  and  void.    To  say  that 

"the 

age,  to  live  about  28  more.  An  annuity  for  34  years  is  I  times,  and  finding  nu  apology  except  in  the  security  and 
worth  a  fraction  more  than  14  times  its  annual  amount,  if  necessities  of  tltat  pressure,  should  not  be  relieved  against 


paid  in  a  gross  sum  in  advance  ;  and  one  for  '-iH  yeain 
only  a  fraction  k-ss  tlian  14  times  its  annual  amount.  So 
that  seven  years'  full  pay  is  as  near  a  fair  commutation  (or 
the  half  pay  for  life,  taking  their  aven^  sges,  -as  can 
well  be  calculated,  or  as  is  necessary  for  the  present  in- 
quiry- 

Again  :  If  we  advert  to  (he  real  fact^  as  since  develop- 
ed, these  petitioners,  had  the  commutation  act  not  passed, 
or  not  been  at  all  binding,  would  now  receive  twenty  two 
instead  of  five  years'  full  pay,  as  they  have  8ur\-ived,  since 
the  dose  (rf  the  war,  over  44  years. 

Congress,  as  If  conscious  that  the  pressure  of  the  times 
lud  driven  them  to  propose  a  substitute  for  the  half  pay 
Tor  Ufc,  not,  in  any  view,  sufficient  or  equivalent,  as  re- 
garded the  ymmger  officers,  who  alone  now  survive  and 
ask  for  redress,  provided  in  the  commutation  act,  not  that 


when  the  pressure  is  over,  and  our  means  Itave  becffine 
ample,  is  to  make  a  mockery  of  justice,  and  to  profiuw 
every  principle  of  ^ood  faith. 

But  consider  a  little  further  the  history  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, on  the  supposition  that  the  five  year^  fiill  pay 
was  an  ample  equivalent  to  all.  Was  it  either  paid  or  se- 
cured to  tbem  in  such  manner  as  to  become  any  thin; 
like  a  substantial  fulfilment  of  the  promise  ^  Though  the 
act  allowed  CongTcSB  to  give  tlie  officers  money  or  secu- 
rities, and  Lhouglk  tliese  Ust  might  be  in  the  f<MiB  pre- 
scribed for  other  creditors,  yet  the  act  oontemulatcMl  giv 
ing  them  money  or  money's  worth,  else  it  doubly  violated 
the  former  engagement  to  give  them  lialf  pay  for  Ife. 
The  very  nature  of  half  pay,  or  of  any  commutation  for 
it,  implies  that  it  should  be  actually  paid,  or  i>o  secured  as 
to  raise  the  money  whenever  it  becomes  due.    They  were 


each  officer  nught  accept  or  reject  it  at  pleasure,  but  that  |  here  intended  as  means  fur'  immediate  maintenance  or 
it  should  take  effect,  if  accepted  within  certun  pettods  business  tu  those  who,  by  peace,  would  be  thrown  out  of 


not  exceeding  six  months,  by  majorities  in  the  several 
lines  of  the  army.  The  most  influential  officers  in  any 
line  are  of  course  the  elder  and  superior  ones.  To  these, 
as  a  general  rule,  five  years'  full  pay  was  a  fiiir  equivalent ; 
and  by  their  exertions  the  commutation  was  accepted  by 
majorities  in  most  of  the  lines,  and  no  provision  ever  after- 
wards made  for  such  officers  as  were  either  absent  or  pre- 
sent, and  dissenting. 

No  evidence  eaii  now  be  fouud,  however,  of  any  aecept- 
ance,eveD  by  majorities,  in  any  of  the  lines,  till  after  the  ex. 
plration  of  the  six  months  prescribed.  But  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Oct.  31,  1783,  (8Jouniabof 
Congress,  478,)  enumerates  certain  lines  and  individuals, 
that  bad  then  ugnified  tlieir  acceptance.  II  would  be 
difficult,  as  might  be  expected,  to  find  among  tlie  indivi- 
duals named  t<ne  who  still  survives.    Urose,  then  the 


tlieir  accustomed  employment  and  support,  litis  is  too 
plain  forfurtlier  illustration  -,  and,  in  conformity  with  these 
views.  Congress  fortiiwitli  effected  a  loan  in  Europe,  and 
paid  in  money  all  the  foreign  officers  entitled  to  the  com- 
mutation. But  how  were  the  petitioners  treated  '  Tlie* 
did  not  obbuii  h  dollar  in  money,  and  even  their  certifi- 
cates were  not  delivered  till  rix  or  nine  months  after  iheir 
right  to  hiUf  pay  accrued ;  and  when  received,  so  for  from 
being  secured  by  pledges  or  requisitimis  rendering  them 
valuable  as  money,  the  officers  could  not  obuin  for  them 
ill  the  market  over  one-fifth  of  their  nominal  amounl. 
The  receipts  given  fsr  these  certificates  truly  omitted  to 
state  thai  they  were  in  full  payment  of  either  the  coinmii- 
talioii  or  the  half  pay.  By  such  means,  Ibcsc  petitioners 
to  supply  Ibe  then  existing  wants  of  themselves  and  fanii- 


lies,  which  was  the  lentimate  object  of  both  the  half  pay 
jroungest  and  now  surviving,  must  have  ielt  deeply  the  |  and.  iu  commutation,  in  fact  realiied  only  one  instead  ol 
inequality  proposed  1  and  if  most  of  them  had  not  been  I  Ave  years' fiill  pay,  tu- only  two  years*  lialf  pay  instead  of 
absent  on  furlougb,  by  a  Kstdve  of  Congreii,  after  peace  I  half  pay  for  life. 
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Surviving  Officers  of  the  RtvoluHon. 


[SENATE. 


If  this  VBS  a  Mibstan'ial  fiil&lment  of  the  pronuce  to 
them,  1  think  it  would  be  difficnlt  to  define  what  would 
have  been  a  defectire,  dehiaive,  and  unsubstantial  TulBI- 
raent  But  it  has  been  sug^fcated^  that  the  petitioners 
miftit  all  hare  retdned  their  certificates  till  afterwards 
funded,  and  in  that  event  have  escaped  loss.  Can  wn> 
tienen.  bowcTer,  (biwet  that  the  very  design  of  half  pay 
vaatD  fbmlah  daily  food  and  raiment,  and  not  a  fund  to 
be  depoMted  in  bank  for  oosterity  ?  and  that,  though  tlie 
use  of  a  pcmion  of  it,  if  alt  had  been  paid  at  once,  might 
hare  been  poatponed  to  a  future  period,  yet  their  nece»- 
aties  utterly  forbade  most  of  them  fh>m  not  resorting, 
farthwitb,  to  a  single  year*!  pay,  which  was  the  entire 
Tsloe  of  the  Whc4c  certificate  )  It  is  another  part  of  the 
dittrrsnng  hiBt<Hy  of  this  case,  that  \f,  on  the  contrary, 
cmy  officer  had  retained  his  certificate  till  funded,  his 
lois  on  it  would  have  been  very  neur  one-third  of  its 
unuunt.  But  on  this  point  I  shall  not  dwell,  ns  its  parti- 
Cttlan  are  tnore  recent  and  familiar.  It  will  suffice  to  re- 
call  to  vour  minda,  that  the  provinon  made  for  the  pny< 
ment  of  these  certificates  in  A.  D.  1790,  was  not  by  mo- 
ney,  nor  Tirtually  to  their  foil  amount,  but  by  opening  a 
Iaal^  payable  in  those  certificates,  and  a  scrip  of  stock 
given  for  them  on  these  terms :  one  third  of  the  principal 
was  to  draw  no  interest  whatever  for  ten  years;  and  all 
the  interest  then  due  was  to  draw  thereafter  only  three 
per  cent  Without  going  into  any  calculations  of  the 
value  of  dtflerent  kln&  of  stock,  under  different  circum- 
stances, it  i:!  obvio!i8  that  stich  a  payment  or  security  was 
not  worth  so  much,  by  nearly  a  third,  as  the  money  would 
have  been  worth,  or  as  scrip  would  have  been  worth  for 
the  whole  then  due  on  six  per  cent,  interest. 

It  is  true  that  this  loan  was  in  form  voluntary  ;  but  it  is 
equaify  true  that,  as  no  otlier  provision  w  as  made  for  pay- 
mttAt  no  alternative  remained  but  to  accept  the  terms. 
Hene^  the  officer  sold  his  certificate  ftvm  necesnty, 
beobtHnedonly  one-fifU)  of  the  amount  therein  promised  i 
or,  if  he  retained  it,  he  obtained  only  about  two-thirds  of 
tlMt  amount. 

What  renders  this  circumstance  still  more  striking,  wc 
ourselvca  luive  in  this  way  saved,  and  reduced  our  na- 
tional debt  below  what  it  would  have  been,  many  millions 
of  doHars — from  13  to  15*  I  believe — and  yet,  now  in  our 
prosperity,  hesitate  to  restore  whst  was  taken  in  part 
from  these  very  men,  and,  when  not  from  them,  taken 
fimn  others  on  account  of  their  speculations  on  these  very 
men,  and  their  associates  in  arms.  U  was  at  the  time  of 
the  fiinding  thought  just,  and  attempted  by  aome  of  our 
ablest  statesmen  to  provide  some  retribution  to  the  origt- 
Bsl  holders  of  certificates  for  the  losses  that  had  been 
wtuned  on  them — to  provide  in  aome  way  a  partial  re- 
storation. But  the  inherent  difllcqlty  of  the  subject,  and 
the  low  state,  of  our  icsources,  prevented  us  mitR  com- 
[rieting  any  such  arrangement,  though  we  were  not  pre- 
vrntea  from  saving  to  the  Government,  out  of  (hose  very 
centficatea,  and  similar  ones,  ten  times  the  amount  now 
pn^Mised  for  these  petitioners. 

(in  this  state  of  (acts,  then,  1  hold  these  conclusions. 
That  what  is  honest,  and  moral,  and  honcwable,  between 
debtor  and  creditor  in  private  life,  is  so  in  public  life. 
That  a  ereditnr  of  the  public  should  be  treated  witli  at 
leut  equal,  if  not  greater  kindness,  tlian  the  creditor  of 
on  individual.  Tliat  arhen  the  embarrassments  of  a  debtor 
^ve  rise  to  s  ummIc  of  payment  altogether  inadequate  to 
what  is  justly  due,  and  this  kind  Ss  payment  is  forced 
upoB  ttie  crrator  by  the  necenities  m  other  par^,  the 
debtor  ought,  when  relieved  from  bis  embarrassments  or 
iiecesMtics*  to  make  ample  restitution.  That  it  is  ihc  die* 
tste  of  ererf  tnond  ana  honorable  feeling  to  supply  the 
(Irfieieney ;  and  especially  should  the  debtor  do  this 
where  the  inadequacy  was  more  than  four-fifths  of  the 
whole  debt ;  where  ihe  debtor,  by  a  part  the  arrange- 
ment, aarad  miUions  to  contribute  to  his  present  prospe- 1 


rity  i  and  where  tlie  debt  itself  was,  as  in  the  present 
case,  the  price  of  blood  lavished  for  the  creditor,  the 
wages  of  those  suflerings  and  toiU,  which  secured  our 
present  liberties,  ami  fill  the  brightest  page  of  glory  in 
our  country's  history.  The  great  military  leader  of  the 
Revolution  has  given  his  sanction  to  this  measure,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  wlien,  calling  to  mind  the  Kon  bcarts,  and 
eagle  eyes,  that  had  surrounded  and  sustained  him  in  all 
hia  arduous  trials,  and  reflecting  that  they,  not  soldiers  by 
profession,  nor  adventiurers,  but  citizens,  with  tender  ties 
of  kindred  and  friendship,  and  witli  cheering  prospects  in 
civil  life,  had  abandoned  all  to  follow  him,  and  to  nnk  or 
swim  with  Ihe  sacred  cause  in  which  he  had  enliatcd,  he 
invoked  towards  them  the  justice  of  his  country,  and  ex- 
pressed the  fullest  confidence,  that  "  a  country  rescued  by 
Xbeir  arms  will  neverleave  unpaid  the  debt  of  gratitude  " 

it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  a  measure  like  this  would 
remove  a  stain  from  our  history.  Its  moral  influence  on 
our  populatkm,  in  fiiture  warn,  for  wars  we  must  expect, 
agun  and  again  ;  its  consonance  with  those  rcU^ous  as 
well  as  moral  principles  of  perfect  justice,  which,  in  a 
Republic,  are  the  anchor  and  salvation  of  all  that  is  valu* 
able ;  its  freedom,  1  tVust,  from  political  prejudice  and 
party  feeling— all  strengthen  the  other  reasons  for  its 
speedy  ail option. 

Nor  have  the  imputations  agaiust  it,  as  a  local  measure, 
been  at  all  well  founded.  What  is  right  or  just  in  regard 
to  contracts,  is  right  without  regard  to  the  residence  of 
ii.Uividuals,  whether  in  tlie  East,  the  Wed,  or  the  South. 
But,  independent  of  that  consideration,  these  venerable 
worthies,  though  once  mucli  more  numerous  at  the  North 
than  elsewhere,  have  since  followed  the  eitterpnses  of 
titeir  cliil<lren,  and  pushed  their  own  broken  fortunes  tn 
every  section  of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain 
perfect  accuracy  as  to  their  numbers  and  residence.  But 
hy  curreapoadence  and  verbal  inquiries,  it  is  ascertained 
that  4  or  0  wrvive  in  New  Hampsliire,  from  30  to  35  in 
Massacbrusetis  and  Maine.  5  or  <>  in  Rhode  Island,  5  in 
Vermont,  16  in  Connecticut,  20  in  New  Yorit,  12  in  New- 
Jersey,  18  in  Pennsylvania,  3  in  Uehwure,  13  in  Hatv- 
land,  33  to  38  in  Vii^inia  and  Kentucky,  10  to  12  in  Ohio, 
12  or  15  ill  the  Oarolinos,  and  S  or  6  in  Ueor^fia.  As,  by 
Ihe  annuity  lables,  something  like  250  ouglit  now  to  be 
aUve,  the  computations  have  been  made  on  a  medium  of 
230  between  the  number  ascertained  and  the  conjectural 
number. 

The  question,  then,  is  of  a  general,  public  nature,  and 
presents  the  single  point,  whether,  in  the  late  language 
of  an  eloquent  statesman  trf  New  York,  these  veterant 
shall  a.ny  longer  renuun  "  living  monuments  of  the  neriect 
of  their  country." 

All  the  foreign  olHcers,  whose  clatma  rested  on  the 
same  resolve,  were,  as  1  have  before  stated,  promptly 
paid  in  specie  t  and  their  illustrious  leader,  Lafayette,  by 
whose  side  these  petitioners  faced  equal  toils  and  dangers^ 
has  been  since  loaded  with  both  money  and  applause. 
Even  the  Tories*  who  deserted  the  American  cause,  and 
a<Uiered  to  one  so  much  less  holy  and  pure,  have  been 
fidty  and  faithfully  rewarded  by  England  :  and  it  now  f«. 
mains  with  the  Senate  to  decide,  not  whether  the  sum 
proposed  shall  be  bestowed  in  mere  charity,  however 
charity  may  bless  both  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes ; 
nor  in  mere  STatitude,however  sensible  the  petitioners  mar 
be  to  tiie  influence  of  either  (  but  whether,  let  these  consi- 
derationsjperate  as  they  may,  the  officers  should  bo  re- 
munerated for  their  Inses,  un  lliote  broad  principles  of 
eternal  justice  whichare  the  cement  of  society,  and  which, 
without  a  wound  to  dieir  delicacy  and  honest  pride,  wilL 
in  that  event,  prove  the  soUce  and  staff  of  their  decKning 
years. 

1  shall  detain  the  Senate  no  longer,  except  to  ofTsr  a  few 
remarks  on  Ihe  computation%oo  which  the  sum  9 1,100,000 
is  proposed  as  the  proper  one  fm  filling  the  blank.  Va* 
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lious  eatunales,  on  vtriouB  hypotheses,  ire  annexed  t  > 
the  report  in  this  cue  ;  and  others  will  doubtleBS  occur  to 
different  gentlemen.  But  if  any  just  one  tinounts  to  about 
the  sum  propoaed,  no  captious  objection  will,  I  trust, 
offered  on  account  of  any  trifling  difTerence.  It  is  imposi- 
■ible,  in  such  cases,  to  attain  perfect  accuracy  %  but  the 
estimatea  are  correct  enough,  probably,  far  the  present 
purpose. 

The  Committee  have  proposed  a  sum  in  gross,  rather 
than  a  half  pay  or  annuity,  because  more  appropriate  to 
th«  cireumatancea  of  the  case,  and  because  more  accept- 
able,  fiw  the  reioona  that  originally  gars  rise  to  the  com- 
mutatiim. 

On  the  ground  that  these  officers  were,  in  1783,  justly 
entitled  to  two  years*  more  full  pay,  as  a  fair  equivalent 
far  half  pay  duriner  life  ;  and  there  being  330  of^them  of 
the  rank  supposed  in  the  report,  th«r  monthly  pay  would 
be  about  tio  each.  This,  for  two  yean,  would  be  1 723 
each  t  or  1 165,600  due  to  these  petitioners  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  over  and  above  what  they  then  received  cit- 
tificatea  for.  The  interest  on  that,  for  M  years,  would  be 
9437.184,  which,  added  to  the  principal,  make  $602,784. 

If  to  that  be  added  what  they  lost  on  tticir  certificates 
by  depreciation,  which,  at  four-fifths,  was  $331,200,  and 
the  sum,  without  any  interest  on  the  depreciation, 
amounts  to  9933,984,  or,  with  interest,  to  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half;  or,  if  the  depreciation  be  considere'i 
■eTen-eighths,  as  it  really  was,  the  sum  would  be  still 
hrger.  On  the  other  hand,  if  nothing  be  allowed  for  de- 
preciation on  the  certificates,  but  one-third  be  considered 
M  lost  in  funding,  that  one-third,  in  A-  D.  1791,  would 
be  about  9204,340,  and  interest  since  would  swell  it 
to  9645,434,  which,  added  to  the  two  years'  pay  not 
received,  and  inlerest  on  that  pay,  makes  the  whole 
9 1,248.218. 

Another  view  of  the  case,  which  seems  to  me  the  most 
technical  and  which  steers  clear  of  any  difficulty  about 
the  loss  either  by  depreciation  or  funding,  wilt  lead  to 
about  the  same  result  as  to  the  amount.  It  is  this.  On 
tite  ground  that  seven  years'  full  pay  was  the  smallest  sum 
which,  in  A.  D.  1783,  could  be  deemed  a  fair  equivalent 
for  the  half  pay  for  life,  then  the  petitioners  got  certifi- 
cates for  only  five-sevenths  of  their  half  pay  j  or,  in  other 
words,  five  sevenths  of  their  half  pay  was  extinguislied 
and  paid.  The  other  two-sevenths,  then,  has  annmJly 
accrued  since,  and  will  continue  to  accwie  while  the  pe- 
titioners aurvive.  This  two-sevenths  being  951  43  per 
year  to  eaeli  ofBeer,  or  9 11,826  to  these  officers,  woidd 
amount  at  this  time  to  9  520,344  {  and  the  interest  accru- 
ing  on  it  during  only  35  years,  would  make  it  exceed  he 
91,100,000  proposed.  The  amount  is  fairly  reached  by 
this  view  of  the  case,  without  a  single  cent  for  either  !e> 
preciation  or  loss  in  funding,  and  thus  docs  not  indire<  lly 
touch  a  single  fact  or  principle  upon  which  a  sim  lar 
allowance  could  be  made  to  any  body  besides  these  rHi- 
cera.  Gallant,  and  meritorious,  and  sufTering,  as  w  m 
Hut  soldiers,  and  none  could  be  more  so  {  worthy  and  af- 
fcetionate  u  may  have  been  the  surviving  widows ;  nd 
distiDguiahed  as  may  have  been  many  of  the  oflic  rs' 
beirsRir  filial  and  generous  devotion  to  smooth  their  ie- 
elining  years ;  they  all  stand  on  their  own  cases  and  me'  its. 
None  of  them  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  t  lio 
reported  this  bill  {  and  they  can  all  be  provided  for  ot)  cr- 
wuethu  session,  or  hereafter  if  thought  proper.  Let  :he 
prearat  appropriation  be  tried  first  on  its  own  grourds, 
and  then  by  subsequent  amendments  of  this  bill,  or  by 
new  bills,  let  an  appropriation  for  other  classes  of  pen  ins 
be  also  tried  on  its  own  grounds.  All  I  ask  and  enli  cat 
is,  that  if,  either  in  strict  law  or  in  justice,  whether  groi  nd- 
cd  upon  the  or^nal  defective  commutation,  the  depre 
ebiUon  of  the  ceiibficates,  or  the  loss  in  funding,  any  mim 
ber  ia  eonvinoed  that  the  sum  proposed  to  these  offlrera 
is  •  fiiir  one,  that  he  will  first  consider  the  ease  of  the 


officrrs,  and  support  this  motion.  If  any  think  a  differ- 
ent suni  mure  proper,  I  hope  they  will  propose  that  sura 
in  due  time,  and  thus  let  the  sense  of  the  Senate  be  fiilly 
expressed  upon  one  case  at  a  time,  and  upon  llie  only 
case  now  duV  before  us.  In  this  manner  only  can  any 
thinf^'  ever  be  accomplished. 

The  amount  of  the  sum  now  proposed  cannot  be  ob- 
jected to  on  the  grounds  tliat  doubiless  caused  the  looses 
and  sufferings  which  we  are  now  seeking  to  redrew.  The 
countr>',  during  the  Revolution,  and  at  its  close,  would 
haivDy  have  been  unwilling  to  bestow  twice  the  amount, 
bad  its  resources  permitted.  But  ftnw,  such  have  been 
our  rapid  advances  in  wealth  and  greatness^  hy  means  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  the  valorof  these  men  contributed 
so  largely  to  secure,  that  the  vety  public  land  they  de- 
fended, if  not  won,  yields  every  year  to  our  treaauiy  more 
than  the  whole  appropriation. '  One-twentieth  of  our  pre- 
sent anntuil  revenue  exceeds  it  A  ftaction  of  the  mat  fjf 
the  public  buiblings ;  the  expense  of  two  or  three  riiips 
<^t'ie  line  t-  one-tenth  of  what  has  been  saved  to  our  na- 
tional debt  in  the  funding  ^stem  ;  a  tax  of  ten  cents  per 
head  on  our  population,  only  asingle  twelvemonth  ;  either 
of  t:iem  would  remove  al!  this  reproach. 

rut,  whatever  might  be  the  cost,  I  would  say,  in  all 
practicable  cases,  be  just,  and  fear  not.  Let  no  illiberal 
or  ( vasivc  feeling  blast  the  hones  of  these  venerable  p*- 
triots.  Much  longer  delay  will  do  this  as  effectually  as  a 
hard  hearted  refusal  t  since  the  remains  of  them  are  almost 
dailv  going  down  to  the  city  of  silence.  Either  drive 
them  then  at  once  from  your  doors,  with  taunts,  and  in 
despair,  or  sanction  the  claim.  So  far  as  regards  my  sin- 
gle self,  before  I  would  another  year  endure  the  stigma 
of  either  injustice  or  ingratitude  to  men  like  these,  I 
would  vote  to  stop  every  species  of  splendid  ntsrions  i  I 
would  cease  to  talk  of  Alleghany  canals  %  I  would  let  dte 
capitol  crumble  to  atoms  for  want  of  appn^riaiiona  t  and 
introduce  retrenchment  from  the  palace  to  the  humblest 
doorkeeper. 

It  has  formerly  been  said,  that  if  these  officers  are  re- 
lievedf  so  must  be  those  of  the  late  war.  But,  deser\-ing 
as  were  these  last,  the  cause  in  whidi  they  foo{^  required 
much  inferior  sacrifices  ;  they  were  not  contendbig  under 
the  stigma  of  traitors,  liable  to  the  baiter  ( they  were'  libe- 
rally and  promptly  paid :  and  whatever  small  depreciation 
may  h-ve  ejcisted  in  the  treasury  notes  taken  for  their 
monthly  pay,  it  was  infinitely  less  than  the  tosses  sustain- 
ed by  these  petitioners  on  their  monthly  pay,  and  for 
which  they  neidier  ask  nor  expect  relief. 

One  other  consideration,  and  I  wdl  at  this  tinte  troiAle 
the  Senate  nn  longer.  Ttie  long  lapse  of  time  since  the 
claim  originated  has  been  objected  formerly  to  its  success. 
Bet  what  honest  individual  shelters  himself  under  a  sta- 
tute of  limitation,  if  conscious  that  his  promise  has  not 
be'^n  substantially  fulfilled  }  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  is  no  defence,  either  in  the  court  of  conscience,  or  in  a 
court  of  honor  t  and  Coagress  have  oflen  shown  their 
libi  rality  in  waiving  it,  where  expresdy  provided  to  bar 
an  application. 

Here  no  express  bnr  has  ever  been  provided.  Before 
thf-ir  first  application,  the  officers  waitt;d  till  A.  D.  181t^ 
wl  en  old  age  and  infirmity  rendered  them  more  neeily, 
an  !  when  many  years  of  prosperity  had  rendt-red  their 
co'intry  more  able.  However  numerous,  and  technical^ 
an>1  evasive,  may  have  been  the  objections  since  inter- 
pn<ed,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  in  performing  their 
portion  of  die  compact,  however  neglected  as  to  food  v 
WR^es,  they  never  were  heard  to  plead  excuses  or  eva- 
sic  is,  however  appalling  the  danger,  whether  roused  by 
a  nidnij^t  alarm,  or  invited  to  join  a  forlorn  hope. 

Like  others,  too,  it  may  be  imputed  to  them  in  deroga- 
tion, that  they  were  **miBtaiT  chieftains."  But  if,  as  such 
fin-  a  time,  they  did,  like  otners,  nobly  help  "to  fill  the 
measure  of  their  country's  glory,"  sc^  like  others  of  that 
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cSbm,  they  hare  often  distinguiihed  thcmMlves  in  forums, 
eabinetay  and  hall*  of  legialation. 

WbatcTer  "honor  and  gratitude"  they  have  yet  re- 
eeivad,  i«  deeply  engraven  on  their  hearts  i  but  thw  now 
abo  need — and  they  aik,  only  because  they  need — the 
additional  reward*  MitdiatAntial  Justice. 

It  remains.  Sir,  for  us,  whose  rights  they  defended  and 
saved,  to  say  whether  they  shall  longer  ask  that  justice 
in  ntn. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  no  man  could  hare  a 
bigiier  respect  than  himself  for  the  worthies  of  the  Re- 
v<^tion  ;  and  if  the  soldiers,  as  well  as  the  officers,  were 
tachided  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  should  probably 
vote  for  it.  But  he  wished  to  make  some  inquiries.  In 
the  first  place,  it  appeared,  that  these  officers  had  been 
paid  by  tlie  commutation,  which  they  accepted,  and  by 
which  they  received  five  years'  full  pay.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Com^ttee,  however,  aayi^  that  they  did  not  ac- 
cept theae  conditieni^  because  it  was  decided  upon  by  a 
vote,  io  which  those  opposed  to  it  had  no  opportunity  of 
ttfyiuig  it.  But  1  would  inquire,  whether  the  chairman 
has  any  means  of  ascertaining  who  voted  for,  and  who 
against  it.  For.  certainly,  if  an  officer  did  vote  for  it,  he 
ought  to  abide  by  his  vote.  And  if  he  voted  against  it. 
aad  yet  accepted  it,  he  was  equally  bound  to  be  content 
wthit 

Mr.  C.  was  adverse  to  any  exclusive  provision  like  the 
present.  He  thought  the  soldiers  equally  entitled  to  re- 
ward  srith  the  oEKcers  ;  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  fbr- 
orer  fiired  much  harder  than  the  latter.  He  was  there- 
fore against  ^vtng  the  officers  in  preference  to  the  sol- 
ders who  fought  by  their  sitle. 

He  would  ask  another  question.  He  wanted  to  know 
irh^,  if  the  officers  now  surnving  had  an  equitable 
claim  npon  the  Oorenunen^  the  widows  and  children  of 
those  who  have  died  since  the  Revolution,  had  not  an 
equal  claim  f  And  why.  said  Mr.  C,  if  justice  is  to  be 
doae.  should  it  not  be  general  in  its  application  ?  He  did 
not  believe  justice  required  this  bill ;  impartial  justice,  at 
any  mte.  would  not  be  done  by  it.  He  knew  the  danger 
there  waa  in  saying  any  thing  against  Revolutionary 
datm*.  But  be  wished  tone  just  benire  he  was  generous. 
Be  had  seen  enough  of  this  kind  of  partial  legislation, 
and  desired  that  an  end  might  be  put  to  it.  If  this  was 
to  be  the  beginning,  he  wished  to  know  where  they 
diould  end  ?  If  the  whole  subject  must  be  acted  upon, 
he  wanted  to  take  up  the  whole  at  once,  when  he  should 
vote  accordingly. 

Mr.  WOOUBURT,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  made  by 
th«  gentleman  fronr  M^ne,  [Mr.  CBATtDua]  in  relation 
to  itie  votes  of  the  nflioersfer  receiving  the  commuution, 
'b^ged  leave  to  repeat,  a  little  tnore  in  detail,  the  curious 
}Rece  of  history  that  existed  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
commutation  act.  It  required  the  lines  of  the  Army,  at 
the  brthesr,  to  give  theu*  acceptance  within  nx  months 
ItiHn  the  time  of  its  passage.  1'here  was  no  evidence 
that  it  was  accepted  any  one  individual,  or  line,  until 
after  the  expiration  Of  nx  months  from  that  time  :  and 
the  only  evidence  of  any  acceptance,  at  any  time,  by  any 
fine,  was  a  report  from  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  show- 
ing that  seme  of  the  lines,  and  not  all  of  them,  had  ac- 
cepted. [Mr.  Vf.  here  read  the  Secretary's  report,  show- 
inr  which  of  the  lines  h^d  accepted,  together  with  some 
sdect  corps  and  individnals.  ]  He  intended  to  mention, 
when  he  was  up  before,  that  the  older  officers,  who  indi 
ndoaUy  accepted,  received  the  full  equivalent  at  to  the 
amoant  of  the  certificates  t  because  tney  could  not  ex- 
pect to  live  long,  and  five  years  was  a  fiiir  and  liberal  com. 
mutattoR  far  their  half  pay.  But  with  the  aubordinate 
and  younger  officers,  the  case  was  different  i  they  could 
birly  calculate  on  living  longer  than  the  others,  and  by 
every  estimate  made  by  annuitants  on  the  probable  du* 
mtloa  of  lifet  they  were  entiUettta  %  eommatation  for  a 


longer  period  than  the  five  years.  Besides,  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  younger  officen  had  gone  home  on  furlo^^, 
when  the  question  was  decided  in  the  lines  ;  peace  was 
daily  expected,  and  they  had  been  permitted  by  a  vote  of 
Congress,  to  visit  their  families,  so  that  they  were  not 
present  when  the  vote  was  taken.  In  relation  to  the  other 
question  asked  by  the  gentleman,  as  to  why  the  widows 
of  the  deceased  officers  were  not  provided  for  by  the  bill, 
he  observed,  that  they  were  not  conadered  the  proper 
objects  either  of  the  obvity  or  justice  of  the  eld  Congress] 
but  only  their  husbands.  The  half  pay  and  cooimutatien 
were  personal,  and  for  personal  services.  NtHther  were  the 
widows  the  legal  heirs  of  their  husbands,  and  entitled  on 
that  ground  ;  though  if  they  were,  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible, such  was  the  number  of  heirs,  the  chums  of  cre- 
ditors of  the  deceased,  and  the  lengtli  of  time  and  diffi- 
culty of  evidence  on  this  subject,  to  provide  for  them. 
But  he.  for  one,  and  be  could  speak  also  for  his  colleagues 
in  the  committee,  was  not  disposed  to  be  less  charitable 
or  galhmt  to  the  widows,  than  the  gentleman  fh>m  Maine. 
He  would  he  perfectly  willing  to  give  to  the  widows  of 
the  surviving  officers  an  annuity  for  tlie  short  period  of 
life  yet  remaining  to  them.  This,  as  they  did  not  proba- 
bly exceed  lOO,  and  the  annuity  should  not  be  over  one 
third  half  pay,  would  not  ameuirt  to  much,  not  probably 
to  mart  than  uxty  thousand  dollars  in  a  gross  sum,  as 
they  could  not  be  expected  to  live  more  than  ten  years 
longer.  The  sum  provided  for  in  the  bill  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  cover  theh-  claim,  as  a  deduction  was  to  be 
made  for  all  that  had  been  paid  to  officers  under  the  pen- 
sion act.  With  respect  to  that  class  of  soldiers  who 
were  entitled  to  980  bounty  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
would  be  perfectly  willing  to  include  their  claim,  and 
the  sum  in  the  bill  would  be  sufficient  also  for  that  pur- 
pose. Bat  he  had  protested,  in  his  argument,  against 
any  construction  being  given  to  pay  those  officers  on  any 
other  ground  than  thai  of  contract— about  the  half  pay  : 
they  did  not  make  any  claim  on  account  of  depreciation 
of  the  certificates  they  received  for  their  monthly  wages  ; 
and  hence,  faithful  and  brave,  and  commendable,  as  were 
the  soldien,  tbe;^  could  not  claim  to  be  included  in  the 
bill  for  depreciation  in  tfa^  monthly  wages. 

It  badjust  been  supposed  that  ifthis bill  passed,  amoat 
enormous  sum  of  money  would  be  paid  to  each  of  those 
officers.  Hut  such  was  not  th^  fact.  It  had  been  ascer- 
tained,  that  there  were  at  least  about  two  hundi-ed  ofll- 
cers  now  living  [  ar.d  taking  two  hundred  and  thirty  as 
Uie  basis  on  which  to  make  an  estimate,  there  would  be 
only  about  $4,300  paid  to  each  individual— whereas,  if 
the  commutation  act  had  not  passed,  they  would  joatly 
be  entitled  to  more  than  three  times  that  sum. 

Mr.  BHAMCH  said,  that  he  had  listened  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  able  exposition  of  the  Chairman  <rf  the 
Committee,  [Mr.  WognacRT.]  His  feelings  were  warm- 
ly  enlisted  in  beluilf  of  those  Revolutionary  worthier  j 
for  he  too  felt  grateful  for  their  services  and  privations  in 
the  cause  of  tlteir  country.  He  bod  labored  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  of  voting  this  appropriation  for 
the  few  surviving  officers^  to  the  exclusion  of  the  private 
soldiers ;  but  his  mind  was  still  in  doUbt.  It  was  fair  to 
presume,  from  the  laborious  investigation  of  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  addressed  the  Senate,  in  his  usual  for- 
cible manner,  that  all  that  could  be  said  in  their  behalf, 
was  contained  in  the  argument  just  delivered. 

If  doubte  exist  when  one  side  only  has  been  heard,  are 
we  not  justified  in  asking  for  forther  time  for  reflection 
and  examination  ?  For  that  purpose  he  had  now  risen. 
He  presumed  many  Senators  felt  like  himself. 

The  Chairman  had  set  out  by  addressing  the  justice  of 
Congress,  and  basing  the  claim  on  the  strict  letter  of  the 
compact,  which  he  boldly  asserted  could  not  be  resisted. 
He  concluded  by  making  a  pathetic  appeal  to  the  liberal- 
ity and  patrietiBii  of  gentlemen.  He.  [Mr.  B.]  was  fully 
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Persuaded,  that  the  two  awumenta  did  not  fit ;  they  could 
"ot  stand  aide  by  side  j  they  were  irreconcileable  with 
each  other. 

[f  the  officers  are  entitled,  according  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  compact,  then  there  ia  no  propriety  in  attempting' 
to  rouse  our  feelings,  and  enlist  onr  sympathies  in  their 
behalf.  Let  justice  be  done,  at  all  hazards.  Again,  if 
their  elaim  is  a  legal  clum,  then  it  is  iU>undant)y  maiii- 
fest,  that  it  must  survive  to  their  legal  representativea ; 
and  we  are  under  as  strong  obligationt  to  provide  fbr  the 
widQws  and  orphans  of  the  two  or  three  thousand  who 
sleep  with  tlieir  lathers,  as  the  two  or  three  hundred  who 
happen  to  be  now  in  existence.  He  was  also  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  claims  of  the  private  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
ludonaty  war,  rested  on  as  solid  a  foundation  as  those  of 
the  officers,  for  they  too  had  suffered  by  depreciation.  He 
never  would  consent  to  place  the  officer,  who  had  reaped 
the  laurels  <>f  victory,  on  a  different  foundation  from  ihe 
private  soldier,  who  stood  by  the  ftag  of  his  country,  sti- 
mulated alone  by  patriotism.  That  he  might  have  time 
for  reflection  and  examination,  he  moved  tTiat  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bkahch,]  whether  his  object  would 
not  be  equally  welt  attuned  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  would  give  him  ample  time  to  investigate  the  re- 
port uf  the  Committee,  and  fully  inform  himself  on  the 
subject  The  gentleman  proposod  making  this  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monthly  next ;  but  he  would  state, 
that  there  are  many  important  bills  the  orders  of  the 
day,  about  that  time,  with  tfluch  this  might  probably 
cmoe  in  conflict.  He  would  further  state,  that  there 
were  several  of  the  officers  now  in  the  city,  awaiting  the 
decision  ofCongress,  in  regard  to  tlieir  claims.  Me  there- 
tore  hoped  the  gentleman  would  consent  to  an  adjourn- 
ment, in  order  that  ihc  bill  might  not  be  d^laved. 

Mr.  BRANCH  then  withdrew  hia  motion. 


FmnAT,  Jahcart  35,  1828. 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  bill  maUng  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
General  Government  wtA  read  the  third  timp. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  (he  Committee 
whether  tlie  Government  bad  not  sent  a  Minister  to  Co. 
lombia  i-aud.  if  so,  why  an  outfit  was  not  found  in4he  ap- 
propriations ? 

ilT.  SMI  TH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  as  it  came  from 
the  other  House.  He  thought  it  rather  extraordinary, 
that  no  appropriation  had  been  made  for  the  object  men- 
tioned by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  On  reference  to 
tfae  estimates,  he  also  found  no  no^ee  made  of  an  nutfit 
to  the  Minister  at  Colombia. 

Mr.  PARRIS  moved  tliat  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Comnuttee  which  reported  it,  that  they  n-ight  inquire 
whether  a  person  appointed  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Minister  to  Colombia  had  been^'was  entitled  to  an  outSt. 

Mr.  KING  objected  to  the  recommitment,  as  so  much 
time  would  be  consumed  by  such  a  coursr. 

y.r.  SM  TH,  of  Maryland,  also  made  some  further  ex- 
]iUnationa;  when  Mr.  PARRIS  withdrew  his  motion  to 
recommit. 

The  question  then  occurred  upon  Ihe  passage  of  the 
bill,  on  which  a  desultory  debate  arose  relative  to  the 
outfits  of  Chv|f£  d'Affiures. 

Mr.  HAYNE  made  a  few  remarka  on  the  matter— the 
purport  of  which  was,  that  Secretaries  of  Legation,  ap- 
pointed Cliargia,  were  entiOed  to  outfits.  Even  in  the 
case  of  Jolm  A.  King,  who  was  deputed  by  his  father,  it 
was  uUowed  \  and  it  waa  a  general  practice  to  give  an  out- 
fit whenever  the  individual,  by  an  apptuntment,  changed 
hia  Htuation  so  as  to  be  aubjected  to  greater  exi>ense«. 


Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  thought  this  principle 
ought  to  be  aettled  at  this  time,  if  possible.  He  consi- 
dered that  no  distinction  had  existed  between  a  ChaT|^ 
d' Affaires  appointed  by  the  Government,  and  one  de- 
puted by  the  Minister.  The  reason  'or  this  was,  that  the 
some  change  of  circumstances,  calling  for  an  increase  of 
expenditure,  took  place  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

Mr.  EATON  read  the  law  of  l8'.'6,  the  words  of  which 
were,  that  an  outfit  should  be  paid  to  every  Minister  or 
Charge  ti'Jffairea,  "  going  fiom  the  United  SUtea"— and 
fix)m  which  he  argued  that,  unless  they  went  from  the 
United  States,  they  were  not  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.SMITH,ofHaiyhnd.and  Mr.  JOHNSTON.af Loui- 
siana, opposed  the  construction  put  by  Mr.  EATON  upm 
the  words  of  the  law. 

Mr.  EATON  replied  in. support  of  hia  previous  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  KANE  soidt  that  this  question  was  suddenly  pre- 
sented to  bis  mind,  but  he  would  not  agree  with  his 
friend  from  Tennessee  in  the  application  of  the  law  to  the 
precise  case  presented.  Is  a  Charg^  d' Affaires  appointed 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  residing  at  the  timt  of  his 
appointment  out  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  an  outfit? 
This  is  the  question  for  decision.  It  is  contended  by  the 
gentleman  fVom  Tennessee,  that  the  act'of  1300  appliea 
the  outfit  to  a  person  "on  his  going  from  the  Imiteil 
Slates."  And  as  this  person  did  not  go  from  the  United 
States,  but  resided  at  a  foreign  court,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
the  outfit.  Were  these  wurda  intended  to  fix  the  time 
when  the  outfit  should  be  paid,  or  do  they  constitute  a 
condition,  without  which  it  cannot  be  paid  ?  As  the  rea- 
son of  the  payment  applied  equally  to  this  case  and  to 
one  where  the  inoividual  proceeded  from  the  United 
States,  Mr,  K.  said,  he  felt  disposed  to  believe  that  parti- 
cular word  referred  to  the  time  of  payment  onlv. 

Mr.  KING  read  a  list  of  the  different  Secretanes  of  Le- 
gation appointed  to  be  Charges,  to  show  that  no  one  so 
afipointed  by  a  Minister,  and  who  liad  not  received  a  com- 
mission from  the  Government  subsequently,  had  been  al- 
lowed an  outfit. 

AAer  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSTON, 
of  Lou.  M  ACON,  BELU  and  HAYNE,  the  quertion  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  al- 
firmative. 

SURVIVING  OFFICEUS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION." 

The  bill  providing  for  certain  Surviving  Officers  of  the 
Re^'olntion  then  came  up,  as  the  unfinished  business  nf 
yesterday. 

&lr.  HARRISON  said,  be  rose  to  reply  to  the  questim 
put  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  to  the  comnuttee 
which  reported  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  He  was  ask- 
ed why  the  committee  had  selected  300  or  400  out  of  the 
Revolutionaty  officers  to  receive  the  beneficence  of  the 
Government.  He  could  easily  shelter  tlie  committee  for 
what  they  had  done,  under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  which 
had  referred  to  them  the  particular  case  of  the  oflhser^ 
and  no  other.  But,  an  he  nad  nothing  to  conceal  in  rela- 
tion to  hia  sentiments  on  this  subject,  he  would  aay,  with- 
out* hewtation,  that  no  other  description  of  Revolutionary 
claims  should  have  been  mingled  with  those  which  the 
bill  provided  for,  by  his  vote.  The  other  Bevolulionaiy 
claims  which  bad  been  referred  to,  addresae<l  themselves 
to  the  gratitude,  the  honor,  and,  he  would  add,to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  naUon ;  for  it  was  certainly  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  discharge  claims  thus  supported.  In  addition 
to  these,  however,  the  claims  now  presented  rested  on 
the  basis  fif  unfulfilled  compact — of  violated  iaV.  Thb 
was  the  ground  taken  by  the  committee,  maintained  by 
their  re]>ort,  and,  in  his  opinion,  cstabUahed  beyond  con- 
tradiction, by  the  able  argument  of  their  chairman.  If 
this  view  was  correct,  the  two  subjects  were  so  distinct 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  bleided.    But  does  this  evince. 
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upoo  tlie  put  of  the  comnuttee,  way  «liuouUun  to  reject 
wdkrenrd  the  c)»ins  of  the  private  swlien  of  the  Re- 
mhitton  ?  No.  Let  my  friend  from  North  CBroliDa.  aaid 
llr.  U.,  bring-  iaa  bill  to  make  a  further  provision  for 
this  remnant  of  the  mint  patriotic  amy  that  the  world 
erer  nw,  and  he  will  luiU,  that,  ^  as  far  as  he  may,  I 
wUl  not  be  belund  him  in  voting  them  effectual  relief. 
Dut  this  is  an  entirely  different  matter ;  the  committee 
have  told  you  that  it  can  be  supported  upon  principles  of 
law,  iccogmsed  by  yaur  couru  of  justice.  L.ouk.  Sir, 
uid  Mr.  U.*  upon  the  committee^  and  see  of  whomit  uaa 
composed-  With  tl»c  exception  of  myself;  who,  in  cases 
gf  Ibis  kind,  tequiring  legal  investigation,  could  give  them 
filtlc  usistaiice,  where  woukt  >ou  go  to  find  four  men,* 
upon  K-huse  legal  opinions,  ^leUberately  formed,  the  na- 
tion  might  re»t  with  more  perfect  security  ?  I  he  august 
tribunal  your  tugb«t  judi<ual  court,  now  in  scssiou  in 
another  part  of  tiiU  building,  would  pay  the  utmost  re- 
spect to  their  opouons,  and  would  long  hesitate  before 
Uicy  would  pronounce  one  in  opposition  to  such  authority. 

I  cannot  lliink  it  necessary-  to  attempt  Rny  further  elu- 
cidation of  thai  part  of  the  argument  of  this  case  which 
places  It  upon  the  ground  of  a  legal  claim,  and  not  of  a 
gratuity.    Indeed,  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  at- 
tempt it,  after  the  Senator  f  ran  New  Uampdiire.    I  shall, 
iherefore.  content  myself  ^th  a  vngle  remark,  in  answer 
to  an  objection  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mune.  He 
asks  if  the  accepUnce  of  the  commutation  certificates  for 
five  years*  full  pay  by  the  officers  is  not  sufficient  evidence 
of  iheir  acquiescence  in  tlie  proposition  made  by  Con- 
gress.   A  satisfactory  answer,  is,  I  think,  to  be  tbuntl  in 
the  actual  value  of  the  commutation  certificate  at  the 
time  that  it  was  issued.   The  chunnan  of  tlie  committee 
has  stated  it  at  one  fiftli  of  it>  nominal  value.    1  liave, 
however,  received  information  from  one  wlio  had  the  best 
means  of  knowing,  and  which  accords  witli  what  1  liave 
always  before  heml,  that  It  did  not  exceed  one-teiitb,  i.  e. 
b^n  per  centum.    'I'he  amount  of  the  commutation  certi- 
ficate for  a  capUln  being  ^  2,400,  its  value  in  the  market 
would  then  be  i  240,  which  is  pre(a.Bely  the  amount  of  a 
■ingle  year's  half  pay.    Now,  would  any  one,  having  com- 
mon sense,  make  a  baigun  uf  thti^  kind,  to  receive  a  sin- 
gle year's  half  pay  in  Ueu  of  half  pay  fur  life  ?  Observe, 
I  pray  you,  Sir,  tliis  commutation  certificate  was  a  very 
different  thing  frOiD  the  certificates  given  to  both  officers 
and  soldiers  tor  the  pay  due  to  them.    As  the  Govern- 
meat  Iwl  not  the  means  of  discharging  that  debt,  the 
claimants  had  no  alternative  but  to  accept  tlie  evidence  uf 
the  debt,  whatever  vii^t  be  its  real  value  in  the  money 
market.    Tiic  chumiunta  of  the  half  pay  had  an  altenia- 
tive— 1.  e.  lliat  of  adhering  to  their  claim  of  half  pay  for 
life ;  and  this  it  was  so  obviously  tlicir  interest  to  take, 
rrthcr  than  the  other,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  supposed 
that  the  taking  of  llie  commutation  cerllhcatts  for  five 
years*  full  pay  fi-om  the  officeis  w  hen  tlicy  were  lodged, 
and  which  was  worth  only  one  j  ear's  half  pay  at  the  time, 
was  considered  by  them  as  »  rehnquishment  of  any  fur- 
ther claim.    I^.ven  such  of  the  officers  as  were  obliged  to 
raise  money  for  immediate  use,  would  not  have  touched 
tliese  certificates  if  they  had  conceived  that  sucli  would 
be  tl«  effect  of  taking  tlwtn  ;  because  they  could  have 
sold  their  cUim  for  half  pay  lor  hfe  for  a  larger  sum  than 
they  could  obuin  for  the  certificate.    In  other  words, 
they  cotUd  get  more  for  tlicir  claims  by  dealing  with  the 
speculator  than  with  Government. 

It  would  hardly  be  conwdemd  fair,  at  tliis  distant  pe- 
riod, to  ask  the  triemls  of  this  bill  to  silow  that  a  piojier 
equivalent  was  given  t'ur  this  extraordinary  concession  up- 
on the  part  of  tlie  Gontinentiil  Congress  to  the  officers  of 
the  Army.  U  would  be  sufficici.t  for  U4  to  prove,  thai 
the  compact  was  tnade  by  the  competent  authority,  act- 
ii^in  behalf  of  the  American  States.  Uutaaiiuiinuatioiis 


have  been  made,  not  here,  but  elsewhere,  impeaching 
not  only  the  magnanimity,  but  the  patriotism  rf  the  offi- 
cers, in  forcing  the  Government  into  the  measure  of  pro- 
mising them  half  pay  for  life,  I  think  it  proper  to  give  a 
short  account  of  the  wigin  of  this  measure,  and  the  influ- 
ence which  produced  its  final  adoption.  This  is  due,  not 
only  to  the  officers,  but  is  necessary  to  a  proper  under, 
standbg  of  the  merits  of  the-case. 

The  commencement  of  the  fourtli  year  of  the  war  C,l77i) 
brought  with  it  no  eiicouiaging  prospect  of  its  speedy 
and  successful  termination.    The  gigantic  project  (rfthe 
enemy  for  cutting  ofi'  the  communication  of  the  Eastern 
with  tlie  Middle  and  Southern  States,  had,  indeed,  in  the 
preceding  year,  been  entirely  defeated.    But  although 
aatooi^ed  at  the  unlooked  for  intelligence  of  die  capture 
<^  a  numerous,  galhint,  and  well  appointed  army,  the 
British  mtnistiy  were  neither  appalled  nor  disheartened. 
If  ancrther  attempt  was  made  to  conciliate,  it  was  attended 
with  the  most  vigorous  exertions  to  achieve  by  arms  what 
could  not  be  obtained  by  negotiation.    Germany,  that 
store-house  of  armed  men,  was  ransacked  for  hirelings 
to  wage  wai-  upon  a  disUnt,  and,  to  them  at  least,  UQ- 
offeoding  People.    The  guards  of  their  King  were  put 
in  requisition.  The  dock  yards  and  the  arsenal  resound- 
ed With  the  din  of  warlike  preparation  for  the  sea  as  well 
as  the  land.  Information  of  these  events  were  carried  to 
America,   it  produced,  it  is  true,  no  disposition  for  sub- 
mission.   But  it  was  far,  very  far,  from  producii^  mea- 
sures coriesponding  to  the  crisis  which  was  approaching. 
The  enthusiasm  wWch  had  distinguished  the  five  years 
of  the  war,  and  which  had  given  rise  to  efforts  and  to  re- 
sults ao  glorious,  had,  in  a  great  measure,  subwded. 
Langour  and  imbecility  pervaded  every  department  con- 
nected with  the  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The 
very  circumstance  which  sliould  have  aroused  both  the 
General  and  State  Governments  to  greater  exertions, 
seemed  to  produce  an  effect  the  most  opposite.  The 
rumors  of  an  acknowledgment  of  our  indt^pendence  by 
the  powerfhl  kingilom  of  France  had  reached  this  country 
early  in  the  year  of  whidi  1  am  speaking,  and  was  can- 
firmed  by  the  actual  arrival  <rf'  a  treaty,  offerisive  and  de- 
fensive, in  the  month  of  May.  It  was  received,  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  with  the  greatest  demonstration  of  joy. 
But,  unfortunately,  it  produced  an  opinion  in  those  who 
administeretl  the  Government,  if  not  with  the  people 
themselves,  that  their  emancipation  was  put  beyond  the 
reach  of  contingency. 

The  effects  of  this  faUl  security  was  immediately  felt 
by  the  army.    The  amount  of  its  supplies,  before  scanty, 
partial,  and  ineffident,  was  now  almost  entirely  suspend- 
ed.  U  is  must  fortunate  for  the  liberties  (rf*  tlie  countiy, 
that  the  calm  and  discriminating  mind  of  the  Command- 
er iu  Chief  was  not  led  away  by  these  deceitful  appear- 
ances.   He  saw  that  the  contest  was  yet  to  be  protract- 
ed i  tltat  many  bloody  conflicts  were  to  be  suEtained  ; 
and  that  a  successful  issue  was  only  to  be  looked  for  by 
new  and  great  sacrifices  upon  Ihe  part  of  the  People,  for 
cii'ecling  an  entire  renovation  in  the  condition  of  the 
Army.   This  opinion  was  formed  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  character  of  the  British  Ministry,  and  the  immense 
resources  at  their  disposal.    He  also  knew  that  the  as- 
sistance which  we  should  receive  from  our  allies  would 
be  measured  by  tlie  eftbrts  which  we  should  make  to 
sustain  ourselves.    And  if  even  this  ahoiUd  not  be  the 
case,  the  idea  wis  not  to  be  borne,  that  the  fi-ccdum  ot 
his  country  was  to  be  exclusively  achieved  by  the  army 
and  treasure  of  an  ally,  and  that  ally  a  despotic  king. 
These  «iews  were  pressed  ufion  Congress  in  reptattd 
remonstrances  i  and  all  the  i-esources  of  his  mind,  and 
the  great  influence  ufliis  char.icter,  were  put  in  requijii- 
liun  to  nuke  them  ell'ecUiul.    iiucli  at  length  th'cy  were, 
and  the  usual  course  uf  calling  fur  aid  upon  llic  State  au- 


'  ExelttHveuTMr.  H.  dM  caduaittee  eontitteilal'Mr.  Wv«>dbary,Mr.  Berrien, Mr.  Vau  Bunn,  sod  Mr,  ^Vcbaier;  Uic  l«tKrgn»'cinan  wai 
Ml  fKMiU,  but  i5  HUdtnlood  to  bavc  sgretd  *lth  Ike  ictt  oTUk  cotualitcv. 
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thorities  wai  adopted.    For  the  moat  part,  however, 
these  calU  were  not  more  auccesaful  than  that  of  Glen- 
,     dovrer  on  the  apiriti  of  the  deep.  The  hope  of  relief  be 
inK  thus  repeatedly  disappointed*  the  sufferings  of  the 
Army  seemed  at  length  to  bare  reached  its  utmost 
point,  and  iu  imme^ate  dissolution  to  be  apprehended. 
I  beg-  leave,  said  Mr.  H.  to  read  a  part  of  several  letters 
of  General  Waahin^fton  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
'  describing  the  situation  of  the  officers  at  this  period. 
[  The  extracts  of  the  letters  of  Gen.  Washington, 
here  read  by  Mr.  H.,  described,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
the  situation  of  the  officers,  deaUtubi  of  the  comaion  ne- 
cessaries, and  even  of  decent  dotbes  ] 

Such,  Sir,  [said  Mr.  H.,  j  is  the  official  account  of  the 
Commander-in'Chief,  ufthe  mtuationof  that  Array,  upon 
which  the  fate  of  America  was  to  depend.  It  was  my 
fortune,  said  Ur.  H.,  to  be  associated,  m  the  early  pericn 
of  my  military  service,  in  the  Northwestern  Army,  under 
the  command  of  Generals  St.  Clair  and  Wayne,  with 
many  of  those  who  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
Amw.  From  those  veterans  [  have  often  beard  minute 
particulars  of  their  ntuation,  known,  no  doubt,  to  the 
Comin»ndcr-in-Chief,  but  which  could  not  well  enter  in- 
to his  official  letters.  What  tbint  you.  Sir,  of  a  mess 
consisting  of  four  or  fiVe  officers,  unable  to  furnish,  from 
their  common  wardrobe,  a  decent  suit  to  a  comrade, 
who  was  to  mount  the  honorary  guard  of  their  beloved 
Commander  !  One  tolerable  sliirt  alone,  the  proper^  of 
the  mess,  and  that  performing  the  round  of  service  to 
them  all.  The  first  Ci4>tain  under  whom  1  served,  the 
late  Colonel  Ringbury,  of  Connecticut,  than  whom  Spar- 
ta nor  Rome  ever  produced  a  better  soldier,  informed  mc, 
thathe  joined  General  Washington's  Army  with  a  port- 
manteau filled  with  clothing,  which,  becoming  the  com- 
mon property  of  his  brother  officers,  was  soon  so  reduc- 
ed, that  the  portmanteau  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  re- 
mains of  his  wardrobe  stufTed  in  a  stockiog,  and  carried 
in  the  knapsack  of  a  soldier.  It  must  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  all  the  officers  were  not  in  this  destitute  condi- 
tion. Some  of  them  were  men  of  fortune,  others  hul 
wealthy  relations,  who  furnished  them  with  every  ne- 
cessary- And  this  made  those  who  were  without  any 
auch  resources  (which  was  the  case  with  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  platoon  officers)  much  more  discontented 
with  their  condition.  At  the  verj^  time  when  the  offi- 
cers  of  the  highest  grades  were  disputing  for  rank,  the 
elevation  of  a  Captain  to  the  rank  of  a  field-officer,  was, 
in  many  instances,  no  longer  regarded  as  an  advantage, 
because  it  brouglit  with  it  a  demand  for  additional  ex- 
penses and  equipments  for  the  new  character  which  he 
was  CAlled  upon  to  support,  and  which  he  bad  not  the 
meajis  to  supply,  without  exhausting  the  sole  resources 
upon  which  his  family  depended.  The  younger  officers, 
upon  whom  the  glow  and  glitter  of  military  life,  the 
pomp  and  cii-cumstance  of  war,  make  so  strong  an  im- 
pression, shrunk  from  the  gaze  uf  the  stranger,  or  even 
of  his  brother  officers,  as,  in  taltered  garments,  he  slowly 
and  mounifuUy  took  his  post  for  tlie  duties  of  the  grand 
parade — a  scene  upon  which  the  accomplished  officer 
delights  to  exhibit  himsclt',  and  which,  in  all  armies,  will 
present  a  true  picture  of  its  discipline  and  its  efficiency, 
lliis  degrading  state  of  tlie  officers  of  our  Army  became 
known  to  the  enemy,  and  was  a  lubject  for  their  mirth 
aiul  rii£icule.  Iu  a  little  poem  wliicli  1  have  once  seen, 
and  which  is  attributed  to  a  British  officer  celebrated  for 
his  accotvpliti1>menta,  Imt  more  for  hia  tragical  end,  and 
the  sympathy  which  lie  excited  ainongst  hia  enemies,  the 
bnggage  found,  or  supp&sed  to  be  found,  upon  a  btU 
horse,  the  property  m  one  uT  our  most  dirtinguished 
Gonerals,  is  thus  described : 

"  Hin  hortt  lhar  urrted  all  hi*  proK— 
*'  Uia  luiliurj-  ]i(H»chM— 
Mil  cnnnttik  whisker  for  hiifroe— 
'*  Blve  Maekiuff  snu  brown  bmelMK** 


This  could  not  have  been  a  true  description  of  the 
wardrobe  of  the  distinguished  officer  who  is  named-  in 
the  poem,  who  was  a  man  of  fortune,  and  amply  |HOTided 
with  every  thing  8uitid>le  fur  bis  rank  ;  but  1  do  not  at 
all  doubt  that  the  bloe  stockings  and  brown  breeches 
were  to  be  found  in  tlie  poi-tmanteaus  of  many  others. 

Amidst  such  a  complication  of  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments, without  the  means  of  decent  support,  desti- 
tute of  clothing,  the  means  of  equipment  which  the  Army 
regulations  required,  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies,  ar,d 
of  every  pasung  stranger,  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  officers  were  dngusted  at  tlu  service,  and  that 
they  shodld  think  of  leaving  it  ?  Nor  could  they  believe 
that  their  services  were  much  appreciated  by  a  Govers- 
meiit,  which  would  make  no  effectual  effort  to  rescue 
them  from  the  most  abject  penury  and  want.    It  is  true 
tliat  Congress  became  at  length  alarmed  at  the  destruc- 
tive consequences  which  must  follow  the  seceswon  of 
the  veteran  leaders  of  their  troops,  and  were  seriously 
and  intensely  engaged  in  discovering  the  means  of  arert- 
ing  it.   The  case  was  too  pressing  and  urgent  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  usual  requutions  on  the  State  Govern- 
ments, which  were  always  slowly,  and  never  effectually, 
answered.'  It  seemed,  indeed,  to  them,  without  a  reme- 
dy.   But  a  wiser  head,  acting  under  the  impulses  of  a 
lieart  whose  every  other  passion  was  absorbed  in  the 
love  of  country,  was  decp^  engaged  upon  this  importaat 
subject    We  read,  sir,  of  the  sages,  the  lawgivers^  and 
the  heroes  of  Greece.   It  is  the  peculiar  fortune  of  Ame- 
rica to  have  produced  a  citizen  who  united  all  those  great 
characters  in  his  own  persooi    In  the  recesses  of  his  tent, 
he  nightly  meditated  the  means  of  saving  his  Army  fron 
dissolution,  and  iiis  country  from  ruin.    The  knowledge 
of  General  Washington  was  derived  not  so  much  from 
books  as  from  observation.    He  knew  man  as  he  is,  not 
as  he  may  luve  been  described.    With  the  sources  of 
action  in  the  human  bosom  he  was  intimately  acquainted, 
and  it  opened  at  once  to  him  the  remedy  for  the  disord- 
ers which  prevailed.    I'he  means  of  relieving  the  wants 
of  the  Army,  by  an  advance  of  money,  was  neither  in  his 
power,  nor  in  ^at  of  CoitgKSS.    But  a  remedy  could  be 
found  in  renovated  hope — to  be  realized,  indeed,  at  a 
distant  and  uncertain  period,  but  being  guarantied  by  the 
solemnly  pledged  faith  of  the  nation,  would  be  subject 
to  n»  contingency  but  a  failure  on  their  part  to  accomp- 
lish the  object  whidi  had  been  committed  to  their  valor. 
The  scheme  adopted  by  the  Commander-in  Chie^  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  was  that  of  giving  half  pay  for  life, 
at  the  end  of  the  war,  to  the  officeiv  who  should  con- 
tiime  to  serve  to  that  period.    His  first  recommendation 
of  thia  measure  is  to  be  found  in  a  letter  to  the  I'resident 
of  Congress,  dated  at  Valley  Forge.  April  10th,  1773, 
which  1  beg  leave  to  read  : 

"  It  may  bo  said  by  some.  Sir,  that  my  wisi)  to  see  the 
officers  of  this  Army  upon  a  mure  respectable  establish- 
ment, is  the  cause  of  my  solicitude,  and  carries  me  loo 
far.  To  auch  t  can  declare,  that  my  anxiety  proceeds 
from  the  causes  above-mentioned.  If  my  opinion  is  ask- 
ed with  respect  to  the  neces»ty  of  making  this  proviaiun 
for  the  officers.  I  am  ready  to  declare,  that  I  do  most  re- 
ligiously believe  the  salvation  of  the  cause  depends  up- 
on it;  and,  without  it,  your  officers  will  moukler  to  notJi- 
ing,  or  be  compssed  of  low  and  illiteiate  men,  vend  sf 
capacity  for  this  or  any  other  buwncss.  To  prove  this^ 
I  can  with  truth  over,  that  scarce  a  day  passes  without 
the  offer  of  two  or  three  commisaiona  ;  and  my  advices 
fmm  the  Eastward  and  Southward  are,  that  numbers  who 
had  gone  home  on  furlough,  mean  not  to  return,  but  are 
establishing  themselves  in  more  lucrative  einployinents. 
Let  Congress  determine  what  will  be  the  consequence  of 
this  s|firit. 

"  Personally,  as  an  officer,  I  have  no  interest  in  their 
decision,  because  I  hare  declared,  and  I  now  repeat 
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thtt  I  never  will  receiTe  the  smallest  benefit  rrom  the 
half-pay  establishment  ;  but  as  a  man  who  fights  uiider- 
tbe  weight  of  a  prottcription,  and,  as  a  citizen  who  wish- 
es to  see  the  liberty  of  lits  country  established  upon  a 
permanent  foundation,  and  whose  property  depends  up- 
on the  aueceas  of  our  arms*  1  am  deeply  intereitted.  But, 
idl  this  apart,  and  justice  out  of  the  quc&tion — upon  the 
ain^e  graund  of  economy  and  public  saving,  I  will  main- 
tain the  utility  of  it :  for  1  have  not  the  least  doubt,  thiit, 
until  officcn  consider  their  commissions  in  an  honorable 
and  interested  point  of  view,  and  are  afraid  to  endanger 
Ikem  by  nnligence  and  inattention,  do  mder,  regulunty, 
or  care,  eiuer  of  the  men  or  public  proper^*  will  pre- 
TBil." 

Frequent  recommendationa  of  the  same  character, 
[ooQtiaued  Hr.  H.]  followed  in  that  and  the  succeeding 
year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S0,  this  measure 
vuBCain  pressed,  and  declared  to  be  the  only  one  which 
would  preserve  the  Army  from  dissolution.  This,  ibt,  is 
the  hnguage  of  one  of  these  letters  : 

**  1  uve  often  sai<^  and  I  beg  leave  to  repent  it,  the 
half-pay  provisio))  is,  in  my  opiuion,  the  ttiost  politic  and 
effectual  that  can  be  adopted.  On  the  whole,  if  some- 
thing satisfactory  be  not  done,  the  Army  (already  so 
BWaircducedinoffic:enby  daily  resigoation8,asnottohaTe 
a  sufficiency  to  do  the  common  duties  of  it  j  must  either 
eeaae  to  exist  at  the  end  of  the  campugn,  or  it  will  ex- 
hibit an  example  of  more  virtue,  fortitude,  self  denial, 
and  perseverance,  than  has  perhaps  ever  yet  been  paral- 
leled in  the  history  of  human  enlliusiasm.  The  dissolu- 
tioaofthe  Army  is  an  event  thiit  cannot  be  regarded 
aith  iodifTerencc.  It  would  bring  accumulated  distress- 
es upon  us  t  it  would  throw  the  American  people  into 
great  consternation  i  it  would  discredit  our  cause  through, 
out  Ibc  world  t  it  would  shock  our  Allies.  To  think  of 
replacing  the  oiBcers  with  others,  i*  visionary." 

In  conformity  to  these  recommendations,  sir,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  H. )  Congress  adopted  tlie  measure  of  giving 
to  ibe  officers  who  should  serve  to  tlie  cn<l  of  the  war, 
half  pay  for  life.  Before  i  proceed,  sir,  to  sliow  the  ef- 
fects of  this  measure  upon  the  Aimy,  I  ask  leave  to  read 
a  few  sentences  from  tlic  book  1  luve  in  my  hand,  to 
diow  how  entirely  the  sentiments  of  General  Washington 
accords  with  those  of  another  great  military  clmncter, 
as  to  the  etTccts  of  poverty  and  straitened  circumstances 
in  the  officers,  upon  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  an 
Army.  It  is  tlic  o|»nton  uf  Marshal  Saxe,  wr,  who, 
H>eak!ng  uf  the  French  Army,  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XV.  reduced  by  the  divernon  of  its  funds  to  other  ob- 
ject%  to  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States* 
Army  in  the  Kcvolution,  tlius  expresses  himself : 

"  For,  what  vigor  in  command,  vigilance  in  the  ser. 
vice,  exactness  iit  duty,  emulation  and  desire  to  instruct 
one^  sel^  or  eentleman-like  behaviour,  can  be  expected 
Awn  a  man  woo  is  erer  discontented  with  hisprufesnoo  ? 
constantly  employed  about  means  to  subsist  m  it,  or  to 
pve  it  up  ?  and  waiting  witli  impatience  for  the  moment 
of  quitting  it  to  advantage  }  Diiitress  of  circumstances  of 
course  renders  the  mind  stupid,  and  ubaaes  the  soul.  It 
extinguiidies  courage,  and  infallibly  benumbs  all  the 
talents.  In  a  wordan  officer  ought  to  live  by  the  sword, 
and  expect  his  fortune  from  it.  A  point  of  view,  there- 
fore, roust  be  offered  to  him,  whose  chances  arc  power- 
iol  enough  to  oiake  him  s»crifice  the  present  to  n  future 
chance,  that  flatters  his  ambition." 

1  have  thus,  sir,  sliewn  the  origin  and  progress  of  this 
half-pay  system.  That  it  was  a  measure  of  general  Wush- 
-ington's  urged  by  him  for  two  veara,  and  adopted  by 
Congress,  alter  the  greatest  deliberation.  Well,  now, 
sir,  with  regard  to  the  efTects  of  this  measure  upon  the 
Araty.  That  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial, 
and  entirely  realized  the  expectations  of  its  author,  could 
be  proven  by  referring  to  the  different  positions  in 

Vol.  IV.— 10 


which  the  hostile  armies  stood  in  relation  to  each  other>  . 
before  and  after  its  adoption.  The  weakened,  inefficient 
Army,  kept  together  only  by  the  personal  influence  of 
their  leader,  was  enabled  to  assume  the  offensive  clior 
acter,  to  block  up  the  more  numerous,  well-founded, 
and  well-appointed  forces  of  theJr  enemy,  in  their  prin- 
cmal  depot ;  and,  at  last,  to  be  found  worth)'  compeers 
of  the  veteran  regiments  of  Prance,  in  the  last  and  most 
glorious  achievement  of  the  war.  But,  sir,  I  will  pro- 
duce better  testimony  on  this  subject  than  can  be  pro- 
cured from  any  other  source.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Gener- 
al Washington  himself,  expressed  in  liis  own  words.  In 
a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  offioers 
for  half-pay  and  referring  to  a  communication  made  by 
him  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  year  1780,  he  thus  ex- 
presses himself : 

"  That,  in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment,  when  the 
lost  mentioned  communication  was  made,  there  was  the 
utmost  danger  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Army  would  have 
taken  place,  unless  measures  nmilur  to  those  recommend- 
ed, had  been  adopted,  will  not  admit  a  doubt.  That  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  giving  half-pay  for  life  has  been 
attended  with  all  the  happy  consequences  1  had  foretold, 
so  far  as  respected  the  good  of  the  service,  let  the  aston- 
ishing contrast  between  the  state  of  tlie  Army  at  tliis  in- 
stant, ami  St  the  former  period,  determine.  And  that 
the  establishment  of  funds,  and  the  seciuity  of  the  pay- 
ment of  all  the  just  demands  of  the  Army,  will  be  the 
most  certain  means  of  preserving  the  national  faith  and 
future  tranquility  of  this  extensive  continent,  is  my  decid- 
ed opinion.  By  the  preceding  remarks,  it  will  readily 
be  Imagined,  tlifit,  instead  of  retracting  and  reptehend- 
ing  Cirom  further  experience  and  reflection)  the  mode  of 
compensation  so  strenuously  urged  in  the  enclosures,  I 
am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  sentiment  {  and  if  in 
the  wrong,  suffer  me  to  please  myself  with  the  grateful 
delusion.  For,  if,  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their 
wages,  a  further  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  services 
and  sufferings  uf  the  pfficers,  then  have  1  been  deceived 
indeed." 

These  documents,  Mr.  president,  [said  Hr.  H.]  are 
conclusive.  They  show  the  influence  which  this  measure 
of  granting  half  pay  to  the  officers  had  upon  the  success 
of  our  revolutionary  struggle,  in  the  opinion  of  one  who, 
of  all  others,  was  best  entitled  to  judge — that  it  was  that 
alone  which  prevented  the  dissolution  of  the  Army,  and 
restored  its  discipline  and  its  energy.  And  to  that  dis- 
cipline and  energy  those  victories  arc  to  be  attributed, 
which  resulted  in  the  establishment  uf  oiu*  liberties.  That 
glorious  event,  then,  the  independence  of  America,  is  to- 
be  distinctly  traced  to  the  compact  made  by  tlie  Hevolu. 
tionary  Government  with  the  officers  of  their  Army.  It 
has,  1  think,  been  satis&ctorily  shown,  that  the  oblig*. 
tion  it  imposed  has  never  been  completely  discharged, 
wliich  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  bdl  to  perform.  And 
upon  what  ground,  sir,  is  its  rejection  to  rest  ?  Is  it  to 
be  found  tn  the  character  of  ourgovernment '  What  !  a 
Uepublic,  which  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  public 
virtue,  to  refuse  to  peiforro  its  contracts,  solemnly  and 
deliberately  made  !  To  shelter  itself  under  its  power, 
against  a  claim  which  its  equity  an4  its  justice  would 
have  obliged  it  to  discluirge  !  Or,  will  you  refer 
your  defence  for  its  rejection  to  the  character  of  your 
People  ?  Assemble  them,  tlien.  It  is  a  tribunal  to 
which  the  fi-icnds  of  the  bill  would  be  delighted  to  ap- 
peal.   Bring  together  the  yeomanry  of  your  country  

tell  them  that  this  claim  is  founded  on  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  passed  in  a  gloomy  period  of  the  Revolution, 
upon  the  urgent  recommendation  of  the  Father  of  his 
Country  ;  that  to  it  he  attributed  tlic  ultimate  success  of 
our  ar>ns,  and  the  estobhshmenk  of  their  liberties :  and  if 
they  do  not  direct  you  to  discharge  this  obligation,  even 
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if  it  would  require  the  lut  dollar  in  the  Trewury,  then  ( 
■m  tnislaben  in  their  character. 

If  General  Washington  waa  correct  in  tttributing  to 
this  half-pay  system  the  success  of  our  arms,  what  mea- 
sure  has  ever  been  adopted,  in  the  whole  world,  which 
lias  produced  so  mud)  benefit  to  the  human  rac«  See, 
sir,  this  extensive  and  happy  country.    Ten  millions  of 
twuh  enjoyinr  liberty,  unrestrained  by  every  things  but 
UwB,  whicn  themselves  have  made,  and  alterable  at  their 
will.  See  the  influence  of  our  Revolution  vipon  the  coun- 
try South  of  us.   A  whole  continent  redeemed  fK>nv  the 
moat  slavish  tyranny.    I^ok  at  its  effects  in  Europe.  A 
constitutional  government  in  France  and  in  Spam,  the 
bars  and  bolts  of  the  Inquiution  broken,  its  portals  thrown 
down,  Uie  hnrible  mysteries  of  its  dungeons  exposed  to 
the  detestation  of  the  world.  Sir,  where  is  it  that  the  ef- 
fects ofUie  valor  of  the  memorialists  have  not  been  felt  ? 
Even  the  stupid  Turk  gazes  with  wonder  and  amaze 
mcnt  at  the  influence  of  a  principle  of  which  he  had  ne- 
ver heard,  and  could  not  be  made  to  comprehend,  until 
it  had  converted  a  nation  of  slaves  into  a  nation  of  heroes. 
I  tm  aware,  Mr.  President  [said  Mr.  H.]  that  the  private 
floldiera  of  the  Revolution  have  a  ri^ht  to  claim  a  full 
^are  of  the  reward  for  all  these  glorious  results,  and  no 
one  is  more  willing  to  accord  it  to  them.    I  look  back, 
with  no  little  satisSction,  to  the  efforts  I  made  in  sup- 
port of  their  pretensions  in  the  j-ear  1818.  1  have  always 
considered  that  act  of  the  Government  as  not  aufllciently 
extennve  in  its  operation.    I  am  at  this  moment  willing 
to  extend  it  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  revolutionary  sol- 
dien-    And,  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  I  would  go  fur- 
ther than  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  for  that  object,  than  the  one  contem- 
plated by  this  bill.   I  would  not  only  suspend  the  pro- 
gress of  Internal  Improvements,  In  which  1  am  more  in 
terested  than  the  gentleman  it,  but  I  would  suspend  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications— and  make  the  defences 
of  his  own  Portsmouth,  and  my  own  native  James  lUver 
County,  of  the  breasts  of  freemen,  instead  of  ramparts 
of  earth  and  masonry.    But,  Sir,  I  resist  the  ntingling  of 
this  peculiar  claim  of  the  oflicers,  on  account  of  their  half- 
pay,  with  that  of  the  soltUers  and  officers,  as- recogiuzed 
by  die  law  of  1818,  as  I  would  then  have  done  the  unit- 
ing the  former  with  the  latter  ;  because,  in  their  nature, 
they  are  entirely  difTerent, 

When  a  great  act  of  public  justice  is  to  be  performed, 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  look  at  the  cost  for  any  other  pur 
pose,  than  to  ascertain  whether  the  Treasury  can  furnish 
the  amount.  Honev  is,  in  my  opinion,  always  well  spent 
when  it  ia  employed  to  support  the  honor  and  character 
of  the  nation,  and  to  aiaseminate  correct  principles 
an:ongst  the  People,  ttisbytheae,  and  these  alone,  that 
a  republic  can  be  supported.  Whenever  we  refuse  to 
do  any  thing  which  duty  and  honor  requires  us  to  per- 
form, on  account  of  the  money  it  will  cost,  it  will  be  evi- 
dence of  an  approaching  event,  which  I  cannot  even 
tlunk  of  without  horror.  Pass,  then,  this  bill,  sir,  and 
it  Tlill  estabUsh  a  principle  which,  in  any  future  wai-s  you 
may  wage,  will  prove  your  shield,  your  helmet,  your 
apear,  your  protector,  and  yuur  avenger.  Let  gentle 
men  look  around  them  and  see  who  are  their  memo 
rialists — thk  Ogdenn,  the  Reeds,  the  Stewarts,  and  the 
Gibbons  {  yes,  mr,  Majw  Gibbons,  who  led  one  of  the 
forlorn  hope^  at  tibe  stomdng  of  Ston^  Point,  and  only 
lost  seventeen  out  of  the  twenty  which  composed  his 
-  command— himself,  I  believe,  and  the  other- three 
wounded. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  never  see  one  of  those  men 
without  feeling  the  bluest  respect  and  gratitude,  as  well 
for  the  services  they  rendered  my  countrj',  as  for  those 
whidi  I  have  individually  received.  Totheirvalorl  consi- 
der mvself  indebted  that  I  am  a  freeman ;  that  I  am  a  mem- 
ber or  thit  auguat  body  ;  though  last,  not  least,  that  one 


connected  to  me  by  the  nearest  and  deu^st  ties  of  natOT' 
al  affection,  did  not  expire  on  a  gibbet. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  notice  an  erro*-, 
which  might  as  well  be  corrected.    Tt  was  stated  in 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  which  allution  tuad 
been  made,  that  the  line  of  Maryland  consented  to 
cept  the  commutation    This  he  believed  wu  not 
ease  ;  and  that  the  officers  never  consented.   He  wan 
convinced  that  the  Army  under  General  Greene  had  aso 
share  in  tlie  acceptance  of  the  commutation.   Mr.  S.  hatd 
communicated  last  year  with  Major  Howard  upon  ttila 
subject,  who  said  that  those  oflicera  were  never  consulted. 
He  had  also  conversed  this  mormng  with  General  Reec!, 
who  confirmed  his  impresrion  that  the  Maryland  line 
not  consent  to  receive  the  commutation.    They,  there- 
fore, could  never,  in  fact,  have  eome  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  commutation  law.    It  was  true,  that  wben 
they  came  home  from  service,  they  found  that  the  Imw 
had  passed,  and  that  they  must  take  the  commutation  or 
nothmg.    The  alternative  was,  to  take  it  or  starve — aiwi 
it  was  not  unnatural  to  suppose  that  they  chose  the  former. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  whole  Haiyland  line. 

Mr.  S.  here  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  privations  suf- 
fered by  the  officers  of  the  Revolution.  He  observed 
that,  at  the  funeral  of  Major  Howard,  upon  the  coffin  was 
placed  a  soldier's  coat,  with  something  like  epaulettes  on 
the  shoulders,  which  he  had  worn  dunng  his  service  fin- 
want  of  a  better  one.  The  Government  found  the  sol- 
diers in  coats,  but  the  olficere  were  neeesntated  to  Mr- 
chase  their's,  and  often,  having  none,  were  fain  to  tafee  a 
soldier's  coat  instead.  I  do  not  intend,  said  Mr.  S.  to 
dress  up  the  misfortunes  of  the  Army  for  the  sake  of  ef- 
fect. These  facts  are  matten  of  histot^-,  and  do  not  need 
embellishment.  The  few  words  which  I  shall  offer  in 
defence  of  these  claimants,  will  be  grounded  on  tbe  be- 
lief that  the  lUth  of  the  Government  is  bound  to  reliere 
them.  A  solemn  agreement  was  entered  into  with  tiiem 
by  the  Government.  They  fulfilled  faithftilly  their  part 
of  the  obligation — and  they  now  eome  here,  not  to  stk 
your  gratitude,  btit  to  claim  a  right. 

He  had  never  heard  a  clearer  exposition  of  facts,  or  a 
stronger  array  of  arguments,  than  was  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WoosaniT]  yesterday. 
Yet  it  had  been  said,  that  the  soldiera  ought  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  He  was  of  a  difl^rent 
opinion .  The  loldlen  were  for  better  provided  for  than 
the  officers,  and  they  were  now  enjoying  penuona  larger 
than  their  pay  when  in  actual  service.  Pour-fifths  of  the 
soldiera  of  the  Re\-olutw>n  were  now  on  the  pension  list, 
at  eight  dollara  a  month,  while  th«r  pay  when  in  sendee 
was  only  six  and  two-thirds.  He  oelieved  diat  there 
were  very  few,  if  any,  who  were  entitled  to  pensions,  who 
had  not  received  tliem.  As  to  Maryland,  he  did  not 
think  there  were  five  soldiera  of  the  Revolution  in  that 
State  who  did  not  draw  pensions.  They  were  well  pro- 
vided for  I  and,  as  far  as  rrlated  to  the  soldiers,  diis 
country  had  wiped  away  the  stigma  which  had  been  al- 
always  thrown  upon  it  by  munatchical  Governments,  that 
Kepublics  were  ungreteiul.  He  hoped  Congress  would 
do  so  in  this  cose. 

It  had  been  asked  why  the  provisions  (^this  bill  wera 
not  applied  to  the  widows  and  children  of  those  officers 
who  had  died.  The  reply,  said  Mr.  S.  which  1  make  to 
that  question,  is,  that  we  cannot  do  all  that  we  might 
wish  to  do— but  let  us  not,  therefbre,  bil  to  do  all  that 
we  can — and  in  d<ring  this,  let  us  select  those  individuals 
whose  claims  upon  tbe  Government  are  the  strongest,  t 
shall  say  no  more— my  object  in  rising  being  only  to  cof 
rect  the  error  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  rela- 
tive to  tbe  officen  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  to  state  that 
those  who  accepted  the  commutation,did  it  from  necessity. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  bad  alluded  to  him,  be  would  make  a 
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I  in  icplr.  He  viibed  tbw  tubjeet  (tripped  of  all 
exttiacoua  matter,  snd  of  sll  otber  considerations  than 
iboM  which  riglitfully  belonged  to  it.  How.  then,  does 
tke  Batter  stand  ?  The  gentlemen  who  adrocate  the 
bin  my  that  h  is  no  gratuity.  They  say  that  every  officer 
**«  cathicd  to  hit  half  pay  for  Ii£e,  and  that  the  commu- 
tiliiM  was  forced  upon  them,  ttiey  never  ba^ng  consented 
to  It,  except  in  some  inatanees ;  and  that  the  compact  was 
Mt  fidftncd  by  that  act.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  1  contend  that 
the  compact  baa  been  fulfilled  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
<WMiqt»tian  offered,  and  that  ito  further  cli^m  exists.  If 
Ihey  contend  that  there  is  an  equitable  title,  then,  I  aay, 
that  the  beifs  such  as  accepted  the  terms,  and  wbo 
bare  awce  died,  are  eipially  entitled  to  the  sum  now j>io< 
fated  to  be  pud.  lie  never  knew  that  the  death  the 
ocftor  defrayed  the  debt,  and  he  believed  it  was 
c^sa^  binding  m  one  case  as  the  other.  If  the  bill 
•ere  lo  pan  in  its  present  form,  it  would  be  partial  bi  the 
talieiae. 

The  cattleman  from  Ohio  had  read  several  letters  from 
fisnenl  WaaUngtoo,  to  4iow  tiiat  be  considered  tbese 
•afinduafa  to  hare  a  clum  on  the  Government.  But,  if 
Geaosl  Waishuigton  vaa  that  opinion,  would  lie  not 
ham  acted  antler  it  ^  I  »A,  said  Mr.  C.  in  what  instance 
Oeoenl  Woshiiigtoa,  who  was  always  the  soldier's  fHend, 
ewe  fiward  and  stated  that  tbe  Government  owed  these 
oficcts  ainy  thiw  which  had  not  been  paid  i  He  never 
tSd  I  sad,  thetdbre,  the  ctm^uaion  was  a  fiur  one,  that 
be  ^  Qoteosi^ler  that  th^  were  entitled  to  any  thing, 
aad  that  tbrir  compact  had  been  fulfilled.  He  [Mr.  C.j 
(Bd  not  doubt  that  such  was  bis  opiiuon. 

Tbese  officen  were  certainly  entitled  to  great  respect, 
sad  to  tbe  gvatitade  of  the  eooutry  i  and  no  man  mure 
cbeeHnBy  awarded  them  than  Mr.  C.  t  but  be  did  not 
wUk  to  be  carried  away  by  his  feefingt.  He  desired  to 
da  jaatkc  Kthe  country  owed  them  any  tbir^,  let  it  be 
mkI  to  the  utmost  fitrttiing.  He  wisbed  their  clain, 
bawcver,  to  be  aatis&ctorily  eatabltsbcd,  iu  tbe  first  place. 
Rvfiwrnfeeltag  any  hostility  towards  these  applicants, 
ba  was  iodiaced  by  many  considerations  to  feel  fevorably 
Jbpoaed  towards  them.  Ilia  eariy  aaoociationa  led  liim 
to  look  with  great  respcet  upim  tbe  imiriota  of  tbe  Revo. 
M  be  lest  his  bther  in  that  strangle,  who,  al- 
on  the  cmitinental  establishment,  was  nu  less 


lb--  PARRIS  remarked  that,  unless  provison  were 
na^  Cor  tbe  aaldim  of  the  ranks,  as  well  as  the  officers, 
Ik  abo^  not  vote  for  the  bill.  The  sufferings  of  both 
were  eqtul — there  was  no  difference  in  their  privations, 
mtd  the  mme  proviaioos  oiig^t  to  be  extended  to  botli. 
Oe,  thCTcfare,  pgopooed  to  recommit  tbe  bill  for  tbe  pur- 
psoe  of  ^4^f*Tg  an  amendment  t  which  he  read.  [Thiii 
Maeadment  waa  pronounced,  on  the  next  day,  to  be  out 
of  order.] 

Mr.  VAN  BUU£N  sud  be  hoped  the  bill  would  not 
bote-comoatted.  It  would  create  an  injurious  delay — 
whit,  ifthere  ever  waa  a  ease  in  whiob  a  legisUtive  de- 
daoa  ouebt  spcedUy  to  be  mid^  it  was  tliis.  Tbe  bill 
oaght  Boi,  tbcfelore*  ta  be  recommitted,  so  as  to  place  it 
b£od  the  other  business.  He  thought  the  Senator  from 
Mne  might  reach  his  object  without  reeomnutting  tbe 
bil  t  aad  Mr.  V.  B.  coi^dered  the  best  method  would 
be,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  effect  proposed. 

Mr.  FOOT  beHeved  that  there  waa  one  amendment 
pcndtag;  so  that  another  would  not  now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WOOTBUBY  smd  that  if  the  blank  were  6nt  filled 
wilb  the  sum  proposed,  or  whatever  amount  the  Senate 
laight  decide  upon  t  <v,  if  tbe  present  motion  were  re. 
jcetcd,  the  gentlemmn  from  Maine  could  then  attun  his 
olQect,  bv  ntoring  to  amend  the  biU  by  adding  a  section, 
ne  graflfman  would  recollect,  that  tbe  bill  bad  been 
Mwa  Select  Cmnmittec,  and  be  bctiered,  after  they 


bad  once  reported  upon  the  subject  for  which  they  Were 
appointed,  they  became  defunct,  and  had  no  longer  pow* 
er  to  act  upon  it. 

The  CHAIR  corrected  Mr.  W.  The  committee  were 
not  discharged  from  acting  upon  tbe  bill  until  it  should 
have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  PARUIS  sud  that  the  propontion  uf  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  did  not  reach  bis  object.  He  wiaV 
ed  that  the  amounts  due  to  tbe  soldiers  should  be  asccr. 
tained  by  tbe  committee.  It  was  not  posuble  for  him 
[Mr.  P.}  to  draw  a  section  that  should  embrace  the 
amount  of  the  depreciation  which  they  suffered.  As  lie 
could  not  frame  an  amendment  which  would  comprise  all 
his  objects,  he  desired  the  recommittal  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOOT  thought  that,  to  fill  tbe  blank  with  a  certun 
sum  ill  tJie  present  state  of  tbe  question,  would  operate 
to  exclude  all  other  amounts.  He  was  of  opinion  tliat 
the  extent  and  number  of  the  objects  to  which  tliis  bill 
was  to  apply,  ought  first  to  be  settled,  and  then  the  sum 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  could  be  fixed  upon  with  pre- 
cision. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  (Swerved  that  anoUier  and  perhaps 
a  better  method  to  reach  the  object,  would  be,  by  a  se. 
parate  appropriation.  The  only  question  now  is,  will 
we  pay  uic  sum  which  lus  been  proposed  to  the  officers 
of  the  Hevolution  *  And  this  question,  he  thought, 
stood  entirely  separate  from  any  other  clam  of  individuals . 
Appropriations  for  other  objects  could  be  made  in  addi- 
tional sections^  after  Uie  blank  in  the  first  section  bad 
been  filled. 

Mr.  FOOT  believed  that,  if  the  bUnk  were  filled,  it 
would  prevent  provivonsfrum  being  made  for  any  other 
class  of  claimants.  As  to  tbe  ground  on  which  the  chur. 
man  bad  rested  these  claims,  be  was  of  opinion  that,  if  it 
waa  a  good  giound,  the  1^^  representatives  had  the  aaous 
claim  to  relief  as  the  surviving  officen.  He  therefore  b<^- 
ed  that  a  recommittal  might  be  bad,  and  that  tlie  cond  ■ 
deration  of  the  bill  mig^t  be  deferred,  that  they  ndgfat  aee 
what  amendments  the  committee  would  see  fittoprQpoae. 

Mr.  BEKRIGN  thought  the  delay  proposed  would 
operate  unjustly  and  injuriously  upon  tbe  prospects  of 
the  bill.  Let  us,  sud  Mr.  B.,  look  at  tbe  circunutaacoa 
under  which  this  measure  stands.  The  coeunittee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  these  claims. 
They  have  done  so  i  and  the  bill  is  now  in  a  fur  train  of 
debate  and  examination.  It  is  proposed,  at  this  juncture, 
to  recommit  the  bill— and  for  whatf  Why,  because  it 
may  influence  the  vote  of  some  gentlemen,  by  giving  a 
pfedge  to  provide  for  another  class  ttf  claimants. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  supposing  the  blank  to  be  filled  with 
tbe  sum  now  proposed.  Are  gentlemen  pledged  by 
their  vote  on  this  question  '  Can  they  not  afterwards 
bring  forward  their  amemlmer.ts,  and  should  they  fmil  of 
obtaiiiing  their  adoption,  may  they  not  vote  against  the 
bill  on  its  final  passage  *  He  saw  no  objection  to  such  a 
course,  and  he  thou^t  tbe  question  was,  whether  it 
would  be  just  to  delay  the  bill  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  asked  the  reading  of^  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  Mr.  PAaaia  ;  which,  having  been  complied 
with,  Mr.  V.  B.  said  that  it  ouf^t  not  to  be  adopted.  It 
went  iofiiutely  bejrond  the  object  proposed  by  this  bill, 
which  was,  to  Uquidate  a  debt  to  one  class  of  individual^ 
wbO(  having  been  promised  half  pay  for  life,  bad  never 
received  an  equivalent  for  the  benefit  thus  held  forth  in 
expectation.  The  propontiou  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Maine  proposed  to  settle — not  the  certificates  trf"  commu- 
tation alone — but  all  the  accounts  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  V.  B.  thought  that  the  gentleman  bad  taken  an  in- 
correct view  of  the  subject,  and  trusted  his  motiun 
would  not  prevaiL 

On  motion  of  Ur.  EATON,  the  bill  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday,  and  made  the  (wdcr  for  that  day. 
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MflxpAT,  jAXUAir  38, 18C8. 
THK  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands 
having  been  taxei)  up  for  consideimtion— 

Mr.  IIENDHICKS  Mid,  it  would  be  remembered  tliaf, 
at  the  last  session,  he  had  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which,  with  the  bill  itself,  was  nmde  the  order  of  the 
da;  for  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session  ;  that,  owing 
to  the  pressure  of  other  business,  the  Senate  was  pre- 
Tented  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  no 
opportunity  was  afTordcd,  durinff  the  residue  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  presenting  his  reasons  m  support  of  the  amend 
ment  then  proposed. 

The  same  bill  had  again  been  offered  for  consideration, 
and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  avail  liimaelf  of  the  present 
opportunity,  to  offer  the  same  amendment.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  be  unnecessaiy  for  him  to  assum  the  Senator 
from  Hissoiiri,  that  it  was  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  his 
bill*  that  he  olTered  tliis  amendment.  Should  it  meet  the 
fkTorable  reception  of  the  Senate,  it  would  accomplish 
much  more  than  the  bill  in  its  nrescnt  shape,  would  be 
more  acceptable  to  him  than  the  present  bill,  and,  if  it 
should  not  be  adopted,  tAe  question  could  then  be  taken 
on  the  bill  as  reported.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
fifth  section*  and  insert  the  fbuowing : 

■*  Sec.  S.  <ind  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  pre- 
ceding sections  of  this  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  msde  applicable  to  the  Territories  only. 

"  Sec.  6.  -ina  he  itfurlhtr  enadedt  That  tlie  public  and 
unappropriated  lands  wiihin  the  limits  of  the  new  States 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  and  relinqtiished 
in  full  property  lo  the  several  States  hi  wluch  the  same 
may  lie,  on  condition  that  such  States  shall  not,  at  an^ 
time  hereafter,  put  such  lands  into  market  at  a  lower  mi- 
nimum price  than  shall  be  established  by  taw  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  ;  and  on  condition 
that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  any  State, 
shall  hereafter  be  extinguiidied  at  the  expense  of  such 
State." 

The  amendments  being  stated, 

Mr.  H.  said  :  Some  expoMtion  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, will  probably  be  expected  of  me,  and  I  will  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  while  1  attempt  to  give,  as 
briery  as  I  can,  my  reasons  in  support  of  them.  A  docu- 
ment heretofore  referred  to,  as  one  which  might  be  ex- 
pected to  give  much  light  on  this  subject,  has  been  laid 
0(1  our  tables,  and  the  statements  and  calculations  therein 
wntained,  give  us  a  good  histmwal  view  of  the  public 
lands,  l^om  the  commencement  of  the  Govemmant  to-the 
present  time.  I  will  not,  however,  weary  the  Senate 
with  its  details,  for  all  statistical  views  of  this  subject 
aloof,  we  have  grand  and  unerring  principles  to  conduct 
us  in  this  discussion^  in  which,  if  borne  out,  we  shall  the 
less  need  arithmetical  calculations,  and,  without  which, 
those  calculations,  however  plausible,  would  be  entirely 
insufRcient. 

It  has  long  been  my  opinion,  that  the  best  interents  of 
the  Union  imperiously  demand  a  change  in  our  land  sys- 
tem ;  and  i  have  long  seen  the  injustice  of  the  present 
system  towards  the  new  States.  Uoth  these  opinions 
seem  to  be  ^ning  ground  every  where.  I'be  baUnce 
of  the  Oonatittttion  is  lost  in  the  present  state  of  things. 
The  attention  of  Congress  is  engrossed,  in  legislating, 
specially,  for  the  new  States,  to  The  partial  neglect,  at 
least,  of  its  own  general  concerns  j  and  the  equality,  so- 
vereignty, and  independence,  of  the  new  States^  are  lost 
in  their  abject  and  humiliating  dependence  on  the  Fede- 
ral Government. 

No  Senatorfrom  the  new  States  can  but  have  observed 
how  frequently,  within  the  last  few  y^*^  opinions  have 
escaped  members  fhrni  all  parts  or  the  Unioit,  that  it 
would  be  better  the  pttblio  lands  were  ceded  to  flu;  States, 


on  just  and  equitable  conditions,  than  that  the  Councils  of 
the  Nation  should  be  teazed  and  distracted  witli  the  local 
policies,  and  municipal  legislation,  necessary,  under  the 
present  system.  So  irequent  were  these  remarks,  during 
the  first  sesKon  at  which  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  that  the  time  seemed  to  have  arrived,  when  tins 
proposition  ought  to  be  made  ;  and,  with  that  view,  a  few 
days  before  its  close,  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  my- 
self, calling  for  the  document  before  alluded  to.  This  do- 
cument, sir,  it  was  my  intention,  should  no  other  member 
move  in  the  business,  to  make  the  basis  of  some  such  pro< 
position  as  that  now  before  the  Senate.  Nor  was  I  aluoe 
m  the  opinion,  that  the  time  bad  arrived  when  this  pro* 
poution  should  be  made  :  for,  a  few  days  after  the  aaop* 
tion  of  the  resolution  referred  to,  a  Senatorfrom  Virginia, 
[Irlr.  TxaswiLL]  laid  upon  your  table  a  resolution,  ex- 
presnn^  the  abstract  opinion,  that  ii  was  expedient  for 
the  Cmled  States  to  cede  and  snirender  to  the  several 
States  the  public  lands  within  their  limits.  This  propsii- 
tion  was  what  1  had  long  wished  to  see.  It  came  Ram 
the  right  8ource~4h>m  one  of  the  old  Sutes ;  and  fioBi 
that  SUte,  too,  whence  the  Federal  Government  had  de- 
rived its  title  to  most  of  the  country  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  East  of  the  Misaitisippi.  This  projMwition 
I  hoped  to  have  seen  renewed  at  the  laat  session,  and 
clothed  with  whatever  detuls  the  mover  had  thought  pro- 
per to  submit  to  the  Senate.  But,  learning  that  it  wts 
not  his  purpose  to  renew  bis  proposition,  I  determined 
on  the  meastu«  myself,  and  sdxed  the  occsaon  of  the 
present  bill,  then  under  consideration,  as  a  proper  one. 

Tlie  amendment  submitted,  Mr.  PreridenI,  is  not  bur- 
dened with  detail.  The  proposition  is  a  plain  and  wmple 
one,  encumbered  with  but  two  conditiona  :  fv,  if  correct 
in  the  principle  at  the  base  of  this  measure,  that  the 
equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  new  States  require  that 
these  States  should  have  the  control  of  the  public  lands 
within  their  limits,  then  it  would  be  unjust  lo  attadi 
many,  or  hard  condidons,  to  the  cession  :  tor  the  power 
of  attaching  onerous  conditions  includes  the  tight  of  re- 
ftisal.  You  might  eauly  attach  conditions  sudi  as  the 
States  could  not  accept. 

The  bill  proposes  a  rradiiation  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  ajiplicable  alike  to  the  States  and  Territeries  t 
and  provides,  that,  after  the  lands  shall  have  been  many 
years  in  market  j  after  all  the  good  shall  have  been  *cAa, 
and  the  bad  and  worthlesa  reached  the  minimum  of  25 
cents  per  acre,  that  the  residue  of  wortldess  lands  shall 
be  relinquisbed  to  the  States.  I'he  amendment  proposes 
that  the  whde  syitem  of  die  hill  shall  appty  Co  the  Tern* 
tories  only,  and  thst  the  lands  in  the  States  dnll  fiMrth* 
with  be  ceded  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  One  con- 
dition of  the  amendment  is,  that  the  States  shall  not  put 
those  htnds  into  market  at  a  lower  minimum  than  diall  be 
established  by  Congress,  for  their  lands  of  equal  value  in 
the  Territories.  Tliia  is  to  provide,  that  the  I^egislatures 
of  the  Sutes,  who  will  idways  know  more  of  the  wants  of 
the  People  ttian  wc  em  knov-^bo  will  alwsvs  be  mors 
dispose<l  to  put  their  lands  into  the  hands  of  tfie  industri* 
ous  poot  on  terms  more  favorable  than  this  Govam- 
ment— and  who  will  know  better  than  we  can  know, 
when  to  give  pre-emption  righta  and  donation  to  actual 
settlers— may  not  undersell,  and  rendn*  the  hundreds  itf 
millions  that  vouM  still  bekif^  to  the  Union,  in  tfw  Tef. 
ritnies,  of  little  value.  It  is  to  provide  that  the  States 
may  not  hereafter  do,  what  this  Government  would  not 
consent  should  be  done,  in  regtdation  of  the  price. 

The  other  condition  is,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lands 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  States  shall  be  extinguished, 
hereafter,  at  the  expense  of  the  States.  This  provinoii 
seems  neeeasry,  ttecause,  by  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making  power  is  vestefl  in  the  President  and  Semite,  and 
vould  have  to  be  employed  in  our  nraotiations  with  the 
Indians.    Any  details  about  Land  Office^  Surveys,  &c. 
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would  be  tuelCM.  The  States  would  esUblish  their  own 
land  offices,  and  regulate  the  surveys  vt  they  might  think 
pniper  ;  and,  in  the  Territories,  the  syatem,  with  the  prin* 
ciple  of  graduating  attached,  would  remain  aa  at  present. 

But,  Hr.  Preaden^  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  auppose 
Utatf  in  this  prt^HMition,  I  shall  have  luckily  hit  on  that 
which  will  be  moat  acceptable  to  the  Senate.  In  relation 
to  the  terms,  which  are  equiuble  and  just,  and  on  which 
the  koda  should  be  cedeil  to  the  States,  we  are  as  liable 
to  hold  a  great  rarietj'  of  discordant  opin'toiw  as  on  any 
other  subject  t  and  the  abstract  proposition,  on  which, 
pcrbapo,  a  hrg*  m^wity  are  agretKl,  ta  in  danger  of  be- 
lost  by  the  djactvdanoe  ^  its  friends.  If,  however, 
we  shall  uolbrtuiiatety  come  to  no  unison  of  opinion  at 
the  present  time,  still  I  hope  that  the  discussion  will  be 
•seful,  in  the  comparison  of  opinions,  snd  the  develop- 
ment of  riews  j  and  (hat,  if  not  at  the  present,  at  some 
filUire  d<Q-,  it  may  aid  in  coming  to  aome  satisfactory  con< 
cluaion. 

Tlus  Union  Is,  in  themy,  formed  of  sovereign,  equal, 
and  independent  States.  In  the  older  members  of  this 
Confederacy,  the  Federal  Government  sets  up  no  claim 
Id  the  waMe  and  unappropriated  lands ;  has  no  land  offi- 
ces^ derives  no  revenues  from  the  sales  of  lands.  In  the 
new  States,  this  Government  is  the  lord  of  the  soil,  has 
estabBahed  land  offices^  and  collects  millions  from  the 
sales  of  tends.  A  statesman  or  historian,  making  himself 
*cqaatnted  with  our  system,  would  pronounce  in  the- 
ory, beautiful.  With  nothmg  would  he  be  more  pleased 
than  with  the  republican  equality  of  the  States.  But 
what  would  be  his  surprise,  when  told,  that,  in  seven  of 
these  States,  tlie  soil  itself  belonged  to  tlie  Government 
of  the  Union,  while,  tn  seventeen  States,  the  soil  belong* . 
•d  to  the  States  themselves.  Would  he  not  instantly  in- 
mdre,  why  are  tlte  States  of  this  Confederacy  equal  in 
dieory,  when  they  are  not  so  in  ^t  ?  Why  are  they  not 
made  equal  in  reality,  as  they  are  in  nan>e  '  The  answer 
to  this  last  inquiry  would  be  the  reasons  against  the  pro- 
podtion  DOW  before  the  Senate.  He  woidd  then  hear, 
as  we  have  so  often  heard,  of  the  cessions,  the  pledge, 
and  the  compacts. 

I  am  ftware,  Mr.  Prendent,  that  these  are  usually  re* 
anrted  I*,  as  the  authority  of  (his  Government,  to  hold 
the  lands  in  the  States  ;  but  these  authorities,  taken  in 
connexion  with  other  portions  of  tho  history  of  Ilist  day, 
instMd  of  showing  title  in  the  Federal  Government,  may, 
in  my  opinion,  safely  be  relied  on,  to  sustain  a  different 
position.  It  surely  was  the  intention  of  the  States  ceding, 
and  of  Congress  in  receiving,  these  cesrions,  that  the 
tetritoiythus  ceded  sbouklDe  formed  into  States,  and 
ihoidd  be  received  into  the  Union,  as  fVee,  sovereign,  and 
tndepentlent  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States^  in  all  respects  whatever.    That  they  should  (bus 
be  received  into  the  Union  was  most  certainly  the  inten- 
lioB  of  the  Aamers  of  tbe  Constitution.    To  establiah 
and  sustMn  the  political  eqiudtty  of  the  States^  the  Con* 
atittition  huA  extended  fitvors  to  the  mall  States.  It  had 
put  political  power,  in  some  instances,  into  the  hands  of 
the  sraall  Stales,  to  balance  numbers  of  the  large  States. 
The  equal  representation  in  the  Senate  is  an  evidence  of 
this.   I  will  take  a  brief  notice  of  the«e  cessions,  this 
pledge,  and  these  compacts  i  and  being  more  bmiliar 
with  my  own  countt^  than  that  of  any  other,  I  will  take  | 
ay  Acts  and  illustrations  ftom  that  district  chieAy  cede<l  i 
by  Virginia  to  the  Union— that  portion  of  country  out  of  I 
which  IS  formed  the  State*  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Ulinoiib  j 
I  will  leave  to  others— to  the  Senators  fiom  Mississippi,  : 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri — to  speak  of  that  por- ' 
liofi  of  the  public  lands  which  was  acquired  by  treaty  i 
from  Friince  and  Spain,  and  by  cession  from  other  States  I 
than  Vuginia.  i 

The  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation  declared,  tliat  S 
no  Stat*  ihouM  b«  deprived  of  ttiritory  fop  the  benefit  I 


of  the  United  SUtes.  This  was  the  origin  uf  the  ces- 
sions. The  cession  from  Vir^^nia  was  autnorized  by  act 
of  her  Legislative  body  in  1783,  and  was  formally  trana- 
ferred  by  her  delegates  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confede- 
ration, by  deed  bearing  date  the  first  of  March,  1784. 
These  transactions  were  anterior  to  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unite<l  States,  and  cannot  be  under- 
stood, without  recurring  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  took  place.  These  cii-cumstanees,  some  of 
them  imperious  and  controlling  in  their  character,  and 
these  only,  can  give  us  the  reasons  of  the  actora  of  that 
day,  aitd  unfold  their  views  about  the  public  domain.  It 
had  been  a  matter  sf  much  complaint,  on  the  part  of  se- 
ven! States,  that,  in  the  articles  of  Confederation,  no 
disposition  wis  made  of  the  crown  lands.  This  will  be 
found,  perhaps,  as  fully  set  forth,  in  the  objections  of  New 
Jersey  to  the  Confederation,  as  anywhere  else.  The  ob- 
jections of  New  Jersey  to  the  articles  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, respecting  the  public  tends,  were  as  follows— Vol.  L 
U.  S-  Laws,  p.  34. 

"  The  ninth  article  provide,  that  no  State  shall  be  de- 
prived of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States." 
"  It  was  ever  the  confident  expectation  uf  this  Sute,  that 
the  benefits  derived  from  a  successful  contest,  were  to  be 
general  and  proportionate,  and  that  the  property  of  the 
common  enemy,  ftUing,  in  consequence  of  a  prosperous 
issue  of  the  war,  would  belong  to  the  United  States,  and 
be  appropriated  to  their  use.  We  are,  therefore,  greatly 
disappointed,  in  finding  no  provision  made  in  the  Confe- 
deration, for  empowering  the  Congress  to  dispose  of  such 
property,  but  especially  the  vacant  and  unpatented  lands, 
comntonly  called  the  crown  lands,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  and  for  such  other  public  and  general 
purposes.**  •«  Reason  and  justice  must  decide,  that  the 
property  which  existed  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
previous  to  tlie  present  Revolution,  ought  now  to  belong 
to  the  Congress,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  Stales."  Shall  such  States  as  are  shut  out  by 
«tuatioii,  from  availing  themselves  of  the  least  advantage 
from  this  quarter,  be  left  to  sink  under  an  enormous  debt, 
whilst  others  are  enabled  in  a  short  period,  to  replace  all 
their  expenditures.  Awn  the  hard  earnings  of  the  whole 
Confedcrucy  ?" 

The  propoeition  of  New  Jersey  was,  that  all  the  crown 
lands,  all  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  all  the 
States,  should  belong  to  Congress,  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  But  this  pro]>o- 
sition  so  to  amend  the  articles  of  the  Confederation  was 
rejected  by  the  Congress  of  1778,  to  which  it  was  sub- 
mitted, three  States  only,  out  often,  voting  for  it. 

The  objections  of  Maryland  to  the  ai  tides  of  the  Con- 
federation were  also  submitted  to  the  same  Congre.is. 
An  amendment  was  moved,  in  behalf  of  Maryland,  "  that 
"  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have 
"  power  to  appoint  commissioners,  who  shall  be  fully  au- 
"  thorized  and  empowered  to  ascertain  and  restrict  the 

boundary  of  such  of  the  confederated  States,  which 
"  claim  to  extend  to  the  river  Mississippi  or  South  Se»." 
This  was  alao  iiegativ«d. 

The  ubjcctions  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  same  articles, 
were  also  considered  by  the  Congress  of  1778.  It 
was  proposed  by  that  State,  to  add,  "that  all  Innds 
"  witiiin  these  States,  the  property  of  which,  before  the 
"  present  war,  was  vcstetl  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
"  or  out  of  which  revenues  fmm  quit-rcnla  arise,  payable 
"  10  the  said  crown,  shall  be  deemed,  taken,  and  cnnsi- 
"  dered,  as  the  property  of  tiiese  United  States,  and  be 
"  disposed  of  and  anpn)prjRted  by  Congress,  for  the  be- 

nefit  o(  Uie_  wlioL;  Confederacy."  Tliis  proposition 
was  also  ncgatived^y  a  vole  of  States,  nine  to  one.  So 
far  then  we  liave,  in  tnrcc  instances,  the  solemn  dccisiou 
of  Congress  wainst  the  assiunption  of  power  over  the  un- 
appropriated tends,  within  the  limits  of  the  States.  Nor 
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indeed,  does  it  «ppe»r,  that,  after  that  period,  1/78,  was 
the  proposition  to  ^re  Con^n  the  right  of  soil  in  the 
States  ever  renewed.  This,  sir,  is  a  very  important  part 
of  our  history,  respecting  the  public  lands.  In  these  three 
instances,  Congrevs  positively  refused  to  aasumo  the 
power  of  interfering  with  the  right  of  soilj  in  tfie  sove- 
reign and  independent  States-  Congress  seemed  to  say 
of  Uiat  proposition,  that,  being  alreaify  clothed  with  the 
sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation,  if  power  over  the  soil 
were  added,  there  would  be  nothing  but  the  shadow  of 
ft  name  left  to  the  SUtes. 

Many  causes,  however,  operated  in  producing  these 
vohintary  cessions  on  the  part  of  the  States.  I'hose  states 
in  which  there  were  but  little  unappropriated  lands,  and 
on  whom  the  pressure  of  the  war  debt  was  at  that  time 
heavy,  allured  by  the  expectations,  that  there  were  pub- 
lic Isnds  stifficient  to  pay  the  debt,  were  pressing  the 
idea  of  cession.  Some  of  the  States  liad  not  yet  joined 
the  Confederacy,  dissatisfied  with  the  anaclcB  of  Confede- 
ration ;  and  in  cwdrr  to  quiet  the  discordant  elements  of 
the  day.  it  W9»  necessaiy  to  hit  upon  some  measure  like- 
ly to  produce  that  effect.  Congress,  accordingly,  by  act 
of  1780,  recommended  to  the  several  States  having  wild 
lands,  to  make  liberal  cessions  of  them  to  the  Union,  to 
pay  the  debt  of  the  Rev<dution.  This  measure  promised 
to  have  the  desired  effect.  Nor  was  the  rituation  of  the 
States  holding  these  lands,  calculated  to  dissuade  them 
from  luch  cessions.  Virginia  had  been  exposed  to  great 
expendHures  and  sacrifices,  in  the  prosecution,  of  her  In- 
dian wara,  and  in  garrisoiung  of  posts  on  the  territory  in 
question,  and  to  her,  who  had  experience  on  that  sub- 
ject, there  was  little  prospect  that  her  finances,  all  things 
considered,  were  in  a  short  time  to  be  much  benefitted 
by  her  public  hinds.  The  validity  of  her  title,  too, 
■  owing  to  the  unexpected  extent  of  her  grant  from  the 
Britiidi  cmwn,  and  its  clashing  with  that  of  Connecticut, 
no  doubt  strongly  induced  hsr  to  the  pioposed  cession. 
The  grant  of  Connecticut  running  indefinitely  West,  and 
that  of  Vii^inia  indefinitely  North,  would  have  thrown 
them  upon  the  same  territory,  from  the  Western  Umits 
of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  shores  of  the  Northern  lakes, 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hi8siabipi>i.  They  would  have  held 
disputed  titles,  and  of  all  tilings,  coHiaions  among  the 
SUtes  were  at  that  time  to  be  most  carefully  avoided. 
Nor  does  the  ^idue  set  upon  these  lands  at  that  day,  seem 
to  bear  any  comparison  with  their  value  according  to  mo- 
dern estimates. 

In  examining  the  whole  history  of  these  cessions,  from 
the  articles  of  the  Confederation  to  the  fbrmation  of  the 
Constitution,  we  find  nothing  to  incline  us  to  the  opinion, 
that  either  Virginia  or  the  United  States  expected  this 
vast  expanse  of  territory  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Union,  in  the  same  condition  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Vir- 
ginia at  the  time  of  cession.  That  the  condition  in  which 
these  lands  were  placed  by  the  cession,  was  not  intended 
by  either  party  to  be  a  permanent  one,  is  most  certain 
from  the  cession  itself,  in  which  it  n  stipiihited  that  new 
States  riiall  be  formed  oat  of  this  territory. 

But,  it  is  said  that  we  may  not  fcede  the  lands  to  the 
States,  because  Congress  stands  bound  to  appropriate 
their  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  The 
pledge,  as  it  is  called,  is  immediately  referred  to.  This 
pledge,  air,  I  believe,  is  to  be  found' no  where  else  than 
in  the  act  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  in  her  deed  of  tians- 
ferto  the  Union.  Ifthisbea  pledge,  it  is  made  by  Vir- 
ginia bersellt  and  is  a  guarantee  that  Congress  will  so  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  not,  as 
IS  generulty  understood,  a  pledge  made  to  Virginia  bj- 
Congress.  Dtit,  consider  it  in  that^ight,  and  associate  it 
with  other  parts  of  th^it  inslniment  from  which  it  cannot 
be  scpatAted,  and  you  cannot  fairly  understand  it  to  have 
reference  at  all  to  a  period,  alter  the  political  condition 
of  the  territory  ibalt  have  bcei)  tot^U^^  chan^d— «ft^  it 


sbsll  have  been  fimned  into  tomeign,  five,  and  inde- 
pendent Slates. 

Huch  stress  appears  to  be  placed  on  the  language  of  ■ 
this  pledge.  It  is  there  said,  that  the  lands  so  ceded 
"  shall  he  considered  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  be- 
"  nefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  h^ve  become,  or 
"  shall  become,  members  of  the  Cunfedency,  or  Federal 
**  alliance  of  the  States,  Virfj^nia  inclusive,  according'  to 
"  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  ctiargc 
"  and  expenditure,  and  ^ail  be  faithftdly  and  bona  fide 
"  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
"  puT^}Ose  whatsoever."  There  is  not,  in  this  pledge* 
any  sti^lation,  that  the  new  SUtes,  when  admitted  into 
the  Union,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  prinuiry  dispo- 
sal of  the  soil. 

But.  sir,  whatever  the  language  of  this  pledge  may 
b?,  the  object  of  the  contracting  parties  is  plainly  ex- 
presoed.  That  object  was,  that  all  the  States  should  be- 
come, and  remun,  members  of  the  Confederacy  i  and,  as  » 
strong  inducement  for  so  dmng,  tt  was  stipulated,  that  the 

Proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands  should  be  appropriated  in 
ivor  only  of  those  States  that  had  subscribed  the  articles 
of  Confederation.  1  he  quotas  of  such  States  as  were 
not  members  of  the  Confederacy,  should  be  required  of 
them  unaided  by  the  proceeds  of  the  territorial  lands. 
Nor  is  this  view  of  the  subject  weakened  by  the  ftet,  fhmi 
most  of  the  thirteen  States  had,  previous  to  these  ce»- 
sions,  joined  tlie  Confederacy :  for  the  policy  of  the  ces- 
sion had  been  determined  on  in  1780.  New  York  had 
ceded  before  Virginia  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
at  least  one  of  the  delegates  f^m  Maryland  subscribed 
th^  articles  of  Confederation  the  same  day  that  New  York 
ceded  her  unappropriated  lands  to  tile  Union. 

Iliis  provision  held  out  to  the  New  States^  thereafter  to 
be  formed,  strong  inducements  to  join  the  Confederacy  : 
for,  refusing  to  do  so,  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  proceeds  of  the  territorial 
lands,  while  they  woidd  be  chargeable  with  their  propor- 
tions of  the  public  debt.  The  inducement,  too,  in  theTr 
case,  was  much  strengthened  by  the  ordinance  of  17t7', 
wltich  prohibited  them,  after  they  should  become  Slates, 
from  interferin|*  with  the  primary  dispoaal  of  their  oWn 
soil,  until  they  riiould  have  joined  the  Confbdeiation. 

Hut,  connected  with  Ibis  pledge,  there  is  another  ob- 
jection urged.  The  special  voids  of  tlie  pn^ibition  not 
to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  Ice.  is 
understood  by  some  as  expresung  a  perpetmty  co  exten- 
sive  with  time,  lliis  langui^,  however,  is  famiKsr  to 
the  statute  book,  and  from  it  nothing  can  he  inferred.  It 
is  to  be  fbund  in  almost  every  act  of  Congress,  tmm  the 
Confederation  to  the  present  time.  We  are  in  the  habit 
of  saying  in  our  statutes  today,  that  this,  that,  or  the 
other  regulation,  sliall  be,  and  for  ever  remain,  the  law 
of  titc  land,  while  we  possess  the  power,  and  frequent- 
ly, at  the  next  session,  exercise  it,  of  repealing  such 
lav. 

I  have  said,  Mr.- President,  that  this  pledge  has  refer- 
ence only  to  a  Territorial  form  of  ewerhinent,  and  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  a  period,  aher  the  political  con- 
dition of  the  country  shall  have  been  totally  changed — af- 
ter it  shall  have  been  formed  into  sovereign,  free,  and  in- 
dependent  States.  And,  if  it  be  not  susoeoUble  ofUus 
construction,  it  cannot  be  reconciled  with  me  ordinance 
of  1787,  which  says,  that,  whenever  any  of  the  said  States 
shall  have  60,000  free  iiihabilants  therein,  such  State  shall 
be  admitted,  by  its  Delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  Uie 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever.  If  the  construction  just  given 
be  not  the  true  one,  Uie  pledge  and  this  provision  of  the 
ordinance  are  at  war  with  eadi  other— are  destructive  of 
each  other.  And  suppsae,  sir,  that  these  lands  were 
pledged  in  perpetuity,  under  aU  politica]  circumstances, 
for  the  jM^ment  of  the  pabUp  dobt ;  For  iriiat  debt  t 
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Seely  fcr  no  other  lhan  the  %  42,000,000  th«n  existing. 
And  has  not  that  sum,  in  amount,  been  <^n  paid. 

But  do  ^nHemen  tell  us  that  thk  pledge  ia  a  sacred 
OM,  ukI  may  not  be  touched,  until  efcry  tittle  of  the 
pracruttnated  Rerolationary  debt  diall  be  paid  \  And  IT 
n,  vin  tome  one  be  kind  enou^  to  tell  the  Senate  how 
A  e«&e«  to  puB  thai  more  than  20,000,000  of  acres  have 
■beadj'  been  legislated  away  in  ailitBry  bounties,  and  for 
other  purpoaea  than  paying  the  debt  of  the  Rerohition  \ 
This  ple^  wonld  Bcem  to  be  one  of  flcuble.  convenient 
dnnctn-.  Whenercr  it  becomes  necessary  for  thia  Go- 
Teruaent  to  divert  any  portion  of  the  pubhc  lands  IVoui 
the  object  of  tiiis  pledge,  it  can  forthwith  be  done  t  but 
when  the  fair  claims  of  the  new  States  are  presented  for 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  these  lands,  then,  indeed,  this 
pledge  rises  in  great  majes^  and  strength.  Put  this  mat- 
ter oa  what  ground  soever  you  please,  these  tends  are 
loBg  ago  released.  Ifboundfitfthe  payment  of  the  Re- 
Tututiooarj  deb^  that  debt  is  in  amount,  long  ago  paid  ; 
ud  tf  inseparable  from  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  they 
tn  in  that  way  released,  although  the  debt  be  not 
pud. 

If  wt  carefully  examine  the  ordinance  of  1787»  we  shall 
vx,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  it  never  wai  intended.  In  the 
great  mass  of  its  provisions,  to  be  apphcable  to  the  States 
•ben  formed  :  for  lome  of  its  provuMms  are  entirely  in- 
coansfenc  widi  every  idea  of  State  government,  and  in 
dwt  view,  they  are  contradictory  to  one  another.  Can 
any  one  befieve  that  the  ordinance  would  guaranty,  on  s 
putiealar  event,  the  admission  of  these  States  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever,  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress to  retain  the  full  property  of  the  soil,  while  the 
svQ  of  the  oriKti^  States  beloi^ed  to  those  States  } 

The  T«sohition  of  1780  provided  for  the  formation  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  Slates,  and  determined,  that,  when 
admitted,  they  ^ould  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
fivedom,  Jand  independence,  as  the  other  States.  The 
ordinance  specified  the  boundaries  of  the  districts,  and  re- 
cogi&Bed  then  as  States  before  their  admlsrimi  into  the 
ITuon.  It  gave  them  the  right,  severallr.  of  demanding 
each  admission,  whenever  they  should  have  nxty  thou- 
MBd  free  inhabitants,  and  gave  them  the  right)  also,  of 
fcrmingfoT  themselves  permanent  Constitutions  and  State 
Govermnents.  Being  recognized  aa  States  before  they 
bad  jtnned  the  Confederacy, the  CmigresB of  1787  thought 
proper  to  restrain  tliem,  previous  to  their  jtriniitg  the 
Cnion,  from  tiie  primary  disposal  of  the  sotl.  This  was, 
perhaps,  at  that  day,  when  every  patriot  was  tremblingly 
•oGdtaus  for  the  stability  and  perpetuity  of  the  Repubfic, 
a  valuable  provinon.  It  held  out  inducementa,  strong 
and  powerfol,  to  the  new  States,  to  become  members  of 
the  Confederal  ;  and  itwaathe  Legislatures  of  the  new 
States,  who  had  not  joined  tin  Confoderacy,  and  these 
only,  that  wure  prohibited  interfering  with  tlie  primary 
dbponl  of  the  soil.  They  had  a  rig^t  to  demand  admis- 
•on  with  a  population  of  nxty  thousand,  and  tc^orm,  at 
Aat  period,  permanent -Constitutions  and  State  Govern- 
ments.  They  were,  at  that  period  of  their  history,  and 
not  till  then,  promised  admianon  on  an  equal  footing  with 
tte  original  States  ;  and  if  Congress  had  refused  then  ad* 
nnsrion.  they  would  still  have  remained  States,  and  the 
ei^ial  footing  which  was  gtntantied  them,  bung  aseer- 
taioed  by  comparismi  with  the  original  Slater  vowd  luvc 
attadied  to  them. 

This  opinion  is  not  novel.  For  tlus  opinion,  the  ablest 
Mitfsoien  contended,  in  the  queatioo  of  admitting,  with- 
ootmcriction,  the  State  of  Missouri.  1  will  not,  Hr.  Pre. 
ident,  wesiy  the  Senate,  in  P^n^  extracta  from  the 
•peeches  of  that  day,  volumes  m  which  could  be  instant* 
ly  prodnced.  The  occasion  'is  in  the  recolleetion  of 
evnyone.  ft  was  contended  for,  Iqr  many  of  the  advo- 
ertdlbr  the  MMoari  sA^diMon,  that  she,  having  fivmed 


her  Constitution,  convened  her  Legtriative  body,  enact' 
ed  her  own  laws,  was,  in  very  deed,  a  State,  and  that  ber 
State  sovereignty  and  equaUty,  induded  her  right  to  her 
public  domain.  It  may  also  be  stated,  with  mueb  cer< 
tainty,  Utat  difRculties  suob  as  Ibeae,  finally  kicked  the 
beam  in  favor  of  her  admisMon,  more  than  any  constitu- 
tional argument. 

I  %m  well  aware,  «r,  that  the  Constitution  will  be  re- 
sorted to  for  aid  in  the  present  case.  We  shall,  no  doubt, 
have  quoted  upon  cs  the  third  section  of  the  fourth,  and 
the  whiHe  of  the  rixth  article.  We  shall  be  tirtd  that 
Congress  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  aU  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  rnpecting  tbe  Territtwy,  or 
oi^er  property  belonging  to  tite  United  States.  But, 
those  who  contend  for  the  validity  of  the  etdinance,  and 
ita  application  in  the  presertt  case,  will  surtly  not  take  the 
ground  that  ita  provisons  were  ehangeil  by  the  Constibi- 
tion  ;  for,  if  they  do,  they  have  themselves  no  ground  to 
stand  upon.  If  you  say  the  ordinance  was  repealed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  Vnited  States,  you  lose  the  bene* 
(it  of  its  prohibitions  agMnst  the  new  States  t  and  if  you 
admit  that  the  ordinance,  with  ita  gtiarantees  in  favor  of 
the  new  States,  is  sanctioned  1^  tbe  Constitution,  you 
must  admit,  Aat  the  new  States,  with  a  population  of 
60,000,  were  entitled  to  adotisrion  into  die  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Tbe  ordinance  is,  in  many  of  ita  provisions,  a  compact 
between  the  original  States  and  Oie  People  and  States  in 
the  Territory.  It  contains  engagenwnts  of  both  parties ; 
and  the  nxth  article  of  the  Constitutioo  dedaies,  that  all 
engagements,  entered  into  before  the  adoption  the 
Constitution,  shall  be  valid.  Tbe  ordinance  conten- 
plated  the  pobKe  tends  as  belmging  to  the  new  States, 
after  their  adnusrion  into  the  Unwn ;  and,  if  all  ottier  au* 
thorities  were  wanting  to  prove  this,  the  ninth  article  of 
the  Confederation  would  b«  suffident.  It  declares,  that 
no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.  These  articles  were  made  fiw  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  for  tbe  States  which 
should  adopt  them  in  future  {  and  tbe  ordinance  was 
framed  in  accofdance  with  those  ntidca.  They  were  the 
basis  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  They  were  the  coaatl. 
tution  of  that  day,  and  the  ordinance  cannot  be  construed 
in  violation  of  them.  The  meaning  of  tbe  ordinance, 
Compared  with  this  article,  becomes  perfectly  clear. 

Mr.  President,  the  union  of  the  States  was  the  grand 
object  of  all  parties  in  the  regutetign  of  the  Temtorial 
lands.  The  articles  of  conleaeraticm  bad  provided,  that 
no  State  should  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  ;  that  Congress  should  not  assume 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  in  tbe  States'.  With  this,  many 
Slates  were  dissatisfied,  and  hesitated  about  joining  the 
Union.  To  remedy  this,  the  cssrions  provided,  that  no 
State  out  of  the  Confiederacy  should  paithdpate  in  tbe 
proceeds  of  those  lands ;  and  tiie  ordinance  thrther  pro- 
vided, that  the  new  States,  fefuang  to  jtun  the  Union, 
should  not  only  be  excluded  from  bU  participation  in  the 
proceeds  of  the  territorial  lands  without  their  limiu,  but 
that  they  should  be  prohibited  from  interfering  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  their  limita-  As  a  fur- 
ther inducement  to  the  new  States  to  join  the  Confedera- 
cy, tbe  ordinance  stiputeted  that  they  diould  be  adnutted 
into  the  Uiuon,  with  a  poputetion  of  60,000,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  tha  oripnal  Strtcr^  in  all  respecto  5rbatever  % 
and  the  Constitutioo,  in  sustenance  of  uie  same  policy, 
provides,  that  all  engagements  entered  into  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  the  Constitution,  as  under  the  Con- 
federation. So  that  the  articlesofthe  Confederation,  the 
acts  of  eession.  the  ordinaDce  of  1787,  and  the  Conttitu- 
tion  itself,  fbtm  a  perfiKt  and  harmonious  chain  of  poli- 
cy—the grand  object  of  vUoh  was,  the  onion  and  equsl* 
i^  of  the  States. 
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Then,  Hr.  Prendent,  if  at  all  correot  in  this  view,  it 
mty  well  be  uked,  1^  what  means  have  the  new  States 
been  deprived  of  their  equality,  of  the  ri^ht  of  soil 1 
am  well  aware,  sir,  of  the  answer  to  be  expected  here. 
Mere  the  compacts  made  with  the  new  Slates  are  brought 
into  Tiew.  Here,  notwithstanding  the  guarantee  that  the 
new  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Uiuon,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever ; 
that  Ihey  shall  the  same  rights  (tf  sovereignty  and 
equaliqr  with  the  old  Stales ;  we  are  told  that  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  States  are,  »ub  medo,  conditional ;  Uiat,  if 
one  condition  nay  be  attached  another  may,  and  (hat, 
whatever  our  political  rights  would  hav«  been,  if  we  had 
never  made  the  compacts,  we  must  now  abide  by  them, 
and  have  »o  reason  to  complain.  And  are  we  to  be  told, 
that,  although  the  sovereignty  and  equality  of  tli«  Slates, 
as  well  as  the  stipulations  of  the  ordinance,  would  have 
given  us,  without  the  compacts,  the  a^  of  our  country, 
we  are  to  be  deprived  that  first  attribttte  of  sovereignty 
byjthe  conditions  impoced,  when  we  asked  permission 
to  form,  for  ounelves,  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment ? 

These  compacts,  it  is  true,  ought  never  to  have  been 
made ;  and,  however  soon  we  may  get  clear  of  them,  we 
•ball  have  auflered  sufficiently  by  them.  A  Territorial 
form  of  Government  is,  indeed^  not  to  be  desired.  It  has 
been  one  of  turmoil  and  strife,  wheresoever  it  has  been 
introduced.  Tite  Territories,  anxious  to  gain  a  political 
devation,  anxious  to  gain  the  level  uf  equality  with  the 
original  States,  did  not  rightly  consider  the  immense  sa- 
crifices they  were  making  for  the  name,  while  they  were 
not  redly  acquuing  the  substance  of  equality  and  inde- 
pendence. They  bad  a  rieht  to  demand  admission  with 
ft  population  of  60,000,  ana  Congress  might,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, receive  them  into  the  Union  with  a  less  popula- 
tion. Borne  of  the  new  States  asked  for  admiasion  with 
a  less  population.  I'his  was  the  esse  with  Ohio,  the  timi 
from  the  Territory  in  question.  Ohio,  tired  with  her  Ter- 
ritorial relations  to  the  Union,  asked,  by  her  Delegate, 
permission  to  form,  for  herself,  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  witii  a  less  population  than  60,000.  Con- 
gress, under  these  circumstances,  having  the  power  to 
admit  (H-not,  responded  to  this  request  of  Ohio  with  con- 
ditions. That  part  of  the  ordinance  which  prohibited 
the  new  States  from  full  property  in  the  soil,  until  tliey  , 
should  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  was  made  perpetual ; 
and  the  prohibition  of  sale  and  taxation  was  imposed,  for 
no  f^er  consideration,  than  a  few  sections  of  school 
lands,  a  few  supposed  aalt  springs,  and  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  for  internal  im]>rove- 
ments.  This  is  the  history  of  IIk  matter  in  reference  to 
Ohio. 

Louisiana  was  next  admitted  into  the  Union,  with  a 
Territoiy  obtained,  by  treaty,  from  France.  That  the 
People  of  lAiuisiana,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Crowns  of  I-Yance  and  Spain  almost  any 
quantity  of  land  for  occupying  it ;  a  People  anxious  to 
experience  the  full  benefits  of  the  Government  to  which 
they  had  recently  been  attached  {  should  have  been 
thoug^itless  about  any  regulation  on  the  subjeot  of  their 
pubhc  lands,  is  not  wonderful.  Louiwana,  too,  like  Ohio, 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  with  a  less  population  than 
60,000. 

Indiana  was  tlte  next  State  admitted  into  the  Union. 
She  hsA,  before  ^ic  applied  through  her  Delegate,  for 
admismon,  a  population  uf  more  than  60,000.  She  had 
a  right  to  demand  admission  undfr  the  ordinance  uf  1787. 
Following,  however,  the  example  of  others,  under  cir- 
cutnatances  less  favorable  than  her  own,  instead  of  fbrm- 
ii^her  Constitution,  and  demanding  unconditional  ad- 
nnasion  into  the  Union,  as,  by  the  ominance,  slie  had  a 
riglit  to  do,  ahc  procure<l  the  passage  of  a  similar  Uw, 
avdiorizing  her  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Govern- ; 


ment,  giving  up  the  right  of  soil  and  taxation  to  the  Fe- 
deral Government. 

The  compacts,  themselves,  admit  the  rights  of  the 
States  to  the  public  lands  :  for  they  stipulate  conditions- 
The  cpmpact  not  to  tax,  implies  the  right  of  taxing  on 
the  part  of  tlie  new  States,  unrestricted  by  the  compact. 
The  compact  not  to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  soil,  implies  ttie  right  to  interfere,  unrestricted  by  the 
compact.  If  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government,  in 
these  respecU,  had  been  clear,  on  constitutional  grounds, 
or  on  well-eirtablished  principles,  we  should  have  had  no 
compacts,  no  bargaining  about  it.  Congress  did  not  msfc 
the  Sutes  to  enter  into  compacts  not  to  declare  war,  not 
to  make  treaties,  not  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal, or  keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 
And  why  f  Because  the  Constitution  itself  clearly  inhi- 
bited these  powei-s  to  the  Sutcs. 

Sir,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  new  Stales  are  now 
contending  with  this  Government  on  terms  ven*  unequal. 
They  are  little  else  than  vassals  and  tribvitanes  to  the 
power  of  this  Union,  and  they  have  all  the  force  of  the 
compacts  against  them.  But  I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe, 
that  this  consideration  is  to  prevent  that  justice  now, 
which  at  first  should  have  been  done.  I  believe  that,  as 
soon  as  it  shall  appear,  that  the  condition  of  tlie  new- 
States,  in  reference  to  their  public  lamls.  Is  one  of  abject 
and  humiliating  dependence ;  inconsistent  with  the  ri^ts 
of  sovereignty  and  equality  ;  inconsistent  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  and  their  character  as  States  ;  that  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate  will  instantly  prevail. 

We  claim,  as  we  believe,  a  constiltitional  right  {  make 
a  KSBonable  demand,  that  you  shui'ild  restore  to  us  the 
ami  of  our  country,  which  you  ought^never  to  have  taken 
from  us.  Do  you  talk  of  equitable  conditions,  the  ex- 
penses of  Indian  wars,  and  Indian  treaties  in  the  country  ; 
the  expenses  of  purchasing  Louisiana  and  Florida,  from 
France  and  Spain  ;  and,  if  you  had  never  owned  (me  foot 
of  Buil  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  would  your  Indian 
wars  and  Indian  treaties  have  been  th=  lci>s  expensive  * 
Your  line  of  frontier  South  of  the  Ohio  would  not  have 
been  quite  so  long  ;  but  the  whole  cuiintiy  between  the 
Ohio  river  and  the  Lakes  woiddluvc  been  covered  with 
an  innumerable  horde  uf  Northern  warriors,  who  cottld,  at 
any  moment,  have  carried  desolation  into  the  Southern 
country.  Your  expenditures,  on  account  of  Indian  wars, 
would,  in  that  event,  have  been  much  greater,  than  at 
present  they  are.  And  if,  previous  to  the  acquisition  of 
Louiwana,  every  acre  had  been  granted  by  Uie  Crowna  of 
France  and  Spain,  to  individuaTs,  would  you  have  hcai- 
tated  about  ^  15,000,000  for  that  indispensable  appen- 
dage uf  the  Union  .*  Would  not  inevitable  wars  with  the 
nations  in  possession  of  that  country',  have  cost  you,  pro< 
bably  ere  now,  this  amount  twice  told  ;  saying  iiDthin|p 
about  the  commerce  of  the  Western  country  f 

If  the  idea  of  State  sovereignty,  strengthened  by  the  I 
equality  which  is  j;uarantied  to  the  new  Slates,  be  inseli 
parable  from  the  nght  of  soil,  then  you  cannot  withhold  i 
that  right  of  soil.   If  you  have  a  right  to  impose  condi* 
tions,  then  may  you  impose  such  as  cun  never  be  |confwj 
plied  witli,  and,  in  this  way,  exercise  the  power  of  refi»j 
sal.    Bu^  if  you  even  determine  that  you  have  the  tij^M 
of  imponng  conditions,  tlicn  we  say  to  you,  do  not  lajH 
heavier  burdens  on  us  tlian  we  are  able  to  bear :  do  no) 
look  to  us  to  contribute  more  than  our  numerical  proper 
tions  to  the  Treasurj'  of  the  nation.  In  requiring  us  to  ro 
imburse  expenditures  on  account  of  Indian  wars  and  trea. 
ties,  you  adopt  the  principle  of  levying  on  that  portion  o| 
the  country  which  may,  unfortunately,  become  the  then 
tre  of  war,  the  expenses  of  that  war.    You  require  it  t^ 
sustain,  not  only  the  desolationB  of  war,  but  to  pay  tht 
debbt  created.    And  where  wouM  this  principle  lesid 
It  would  hayc  required  the  People  of  this  Distnct  to  ha%ii 
rebuilt  the  President's  House  and  the  Capitol,  and  wouli 
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hnKibjeeted  them  to  cmitributions  for  every  expendi- 
Mehere.  _  It  would  have  required  tlie  People  of  the  Ni- 
ipn  fniQtier  to  have  boroe  uie  burden  of  tbe  Treuury, 
ia  that  quarter,  instead  of  leeavin;  remuncimtion  for 
bunt  nU>^^  and  lost  property  during  tbe  war.  And, 
bewles,Ihi5  principle  ia  incapable  of  being  practised  on: 
fat,  ham  will  you  determine,  and  of  wliotn  will  you  re- 
^on,  a  reimbursement  of  your  expenditures  in  Canada  * 
tt  was  my  intentiona  air,  to  bave  presented  to  the  Se- 
ntc,  some  wKumenta  on  the  principle  of  expetUency. 
■My  of  whien  nii^t  be  uwed  in  the  present  ease.  1 
viB.  bo  we  re  r,  desist  from  tni*  view  of  the  subject,  be- 
iw unwilling  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate.  '  1  will 
•■7  remark,  that  the  public  lands,  as  a  source  of  reve- 
RBc,  have  greatly  disappointed  the  expectations  of  those 
vko  looked  to  them  as  the  means  of  paying  ih«  national 
debt  U  ma,  no  iloubt,  the  expectation  of  the  time% 
tktlheae  lands  would  soon  pass  into  tbe  bands  of  ca. 
pilafirtt,  and  that  the  public  deb^  then  amounting  to 
tboat  42,000,000  dollars,  would  be  paid  before  any  of  the 
palilieal  divisions  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  should 
gnna  poptUation  of  sixty  thousand,  and  be  prepared  for 
idmiMiaQ  into  the  Union.  Of  the  twenty  five  millions 
aimnlly  paid  into  your  Treasu^,  yuur  receipts  from 
bads  hare  frequently  been  less  than  one  milUon.  And 
ikitresidt  baa  scTenu  times  liappened,  when  you  had,  as 
■tpfesent,  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  in 
MMket.  Vour  land  system  has  been  in  uperation  about 
fartj  reus,  and  your  whole  receipts,  from  that  source  of 
revaur,  has  not  exceeded  36,000,000  dollars «  and  this 
nn  ii  clw^able  with  heavy  incidental  expenditures  in 
oAecting.  The  nulUon  derived  from  this  source,  can,  if 
Beans  oT  the  Goremment  are  iiwufficient  without  it, 
beasEessed  on  other  objects,  and  this  Government  would 
be  relieved  firom  a^sbsctin^  subject,  which,  in  tbe  very 
bet  at  your  time,  in  legislating  about  it,  and  in  the  cost 
<i  its  necessary  details,  consumes  half  its  own  amount. 

Bttt,  sir,  there  is  another  point  of  view  to  whidi  I  wish 
to  direct  tbe  attentiiHi  of  tbe  Senate  The  amount  of 
Isnds  with  wtiu:b  this  amendoient  has  any  tiling  to  do, 
does  not  exc«ed  300  TaiUions  of  acres,  the  quantity  con- 
tamadin  the  new  States  ;  while  the  whole  amount  of  the 
pobCcdomain  is  estimated  at  10  or  1 100,000,000.  And 
«f  the  ^00,000,000,  more  than  50  are  sJready  disposed 
ol^  in  military  bounties,  sales,  and  donations;  SCO  or 
900,000,000  would  still  be  left  in  Uie  Territories  and  fur- 
ther West,  to  the  undisputed  control  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vcmmeirt. 

Tbe  pubfic  lands  should  be  ceded  to  the  States  in 
wtttcfa  they  Ue,  because  their  present  condition  ia  not 
wanaoted  by  the  letter  of  tlie  Constitution  of  this  Uo- 
Terament.  The  Government  of  the  Union  is  one  of  limit- 
ed and  specified  power.  It  was  framed  with  a  cautious 
jealousj  o€  lU  encroachment  upon  the  States,  and  with 
tke  view  of  ttaiuferring  from  them,  and  to  it,  no  powers 
vtaA  they  could  exercise  (  no  powers  except  those 
wluch  are,  in  their  character,  national,  and  necessary  for 
natiiTTMl  porpoaes.  Its  powers  are  carefully  enumerated 
sad  specked  *  and  so  jMlouswere  its  fraraers,  that,  after 
Specification  eoiiAained  in  it,  it  is  expressly  inhibited 
the  exercise  of  any  powers,  except  those  delegated  to 
ilaeii^  or  prohibited  to  the  States.  We  dull  search  in 
VMS  to€  any  clause  in  tbe  Constitution,  which  pn^ibits 
to  Ike  Statea  tlie  exercise  of  any  powen  connected  ivitli 
tbe  public  lands.  In  all  the  original  States,  this  power 
has  always  been  exercised  by  tlie  States.  We  shall  search 
in  vaia  for  any  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  autho- 
rises a  control  over  the  principal  object  of  sovereignty  in 
the  States — their  public  lands.  It  eonnot  be  appeirasnt 
to  the  word  Territory,  in  the  fourth  articla  of  the  Consti- 
tutiaa,-  be  Territory,  in  our  Constitution,  our  laws,  and 
cor  bistoiy,  Kgnifie*  a  region  of  country  without  the 
loiits  of  a  State,  in,  and  'over  which,  a  Territorial  Go- 


vemment  is  cstublished.  Wc  say  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  the  Territory  of  Miclilgan,  Sic  ( 
but,  when  we  speak  of  the  public  hinds,  we  say  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  those  Territories;  the  public  lands  in  the  States. 
The  one  term  signifies  a  political  diviuou  of  the  country. 
Tbe  other  is  a  term  by  which  we  designate  property. 

The  exercise  of  this  power  by  Congress,  ia  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which  aspires  to  national 
objects,  unlike  that  under  consideration — national  con. 
corns,  such  ss  the  SUtes  ai«  incompetent  to  legislate 
upon.  The  interesU  submitted  to  the  Federal  Govern, 
meni,  are  those  of  peace  and  of  war,  of  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country,  ai^  of 
sucli  system  of  finance,  as  may  be  fuand  necessary  to 
give  active  enep^  to  these  great  interests,  one  of  tlie 
principal  difliculties  in  tbe  formation  of  this  Government, 
was,  to  designate,the  boundaiy  betwixt  it  and  the  States  i 
and  it  teems  to  have  been  the  care  of  its  framers,  to  avoid, 
»a  much  as  possible,  all  municipal  legislation  j  the  reguU* 
tion  of  all  local  and  domestic  concerns.  It  seems  to  nave 
been  intended,  that  the  Fedeial  Govemment  should  not 
engage  in  that  which  the  States  were  competent  to  do. 
Now,  ur,  test  the  present  caae  by  any  of  these  rules, 
and  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion,  Uiat,  with  this 
matter,  the  Federal  Govemment  has  nothing  to  do. 
The  Public  Lands  create  afield  of  municipal  legislation, 
inconsistent  with  iu  general  purposes,  and  tbe  evident  in. 
tention  of  its  framers.  And,  if  in  any  degree  correct  in 
this  view,  the  compacts  are  unwarranted  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and,  if  so,  are  not  binding  on  the  Sutes. 

I  deny,  sir,  the  Constitutioiuil  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  bold  lands  wittun  tbe  limits  of  the  Slates,  except 
for  the  purpflses  designated  by  tbe  Constitution  i  aueh  as 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  docfcyards,  and  other  needful 
buildings  :  and,  to  enable  Congress  to  bold  lands  even 
for  these  purposes,  the  consent  M  the  Legi^urei  of  the 
States  is  declared  to  be  necessary,  by  the  Apress  lan- 
l^uage  of  the  Constitution.  In  a  question  of  such  vital 
importance  to  the  new  States,  it  would  surely  not  be 
thoul'ht  tinreasonable,  that  they  should  scrutinise  the 
power  which  takes  fVom  them  the  public  lands  witlun 
their  limits,  impairs  their  sovereignty,  and  deprives  them 
of  equality  with  tbe  original  States.  It  would  be,  at  least, 
some  consolation  to  know,  that  tbe  power  which  pros^ 
trates  them  at  the  feet  of  the  Union,  which  assigns  them 
a  level  lower  than  that  of  the  ori^nat  States,  is  based  on 
the  Constitution. 

Tbe  power,  Mr.  President,  of  the  States  to  make  ciMn- 
pactt  M  one  thing,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
Sutet  is  another.  And,  although  the  Slates  may  have 
the  power  to  make  compacts,  by  which  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignty  may  be  alienated,  yet  it  does  not  foUow  of 
course,  that  they  have  a  right  to  transfer  such  sovervign 
power  to  the  Union,  or  that  the  Union  could  receive  or 
exercise  such  power.  The  boundary  aeparatinfr  Federal 
and  State  powers,  may  be  considered  the  stabih^  of  our 
political  system.  This  boundary  may  not  be  passed  by 
either,  for  any  purpose  t  neither  to  usuip  nor  to  transfer 
power :  for,  in  either  way,  would  our^stem  bedelmnged, 
and  the  Constitution  suncr  violence.  A  Slate  may  have 
Ihe  power  of  destroying  her  own  Constitution,  though 
totally  destitute  of  power  to  interfere  with  tbe  Constitu- 
tion of  another  State,  or  with  ihtX.  of  the  Union.  Son- 
pose  s  State  to  determine  on  its  own  dissolution  i  Could 
it  transfer  all  its  powers.  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Ju- 
dicial, to  the  Federal  Government '  And,  if  a  State 
could  BO  transfer  its  powers,  could  this  Government  re. 
ceive  such  transfer,  or  exercise  such  powers  ?  Surely 
not :  if  one  jot  or  tittle  of  power,  not  given  by  the  Con* 
slitution,  can  be  acquired  or  exercised  in  such  way  as 
this,  then  brcwcll  to  Uie  guards  sgainst  usurpatba  of 
power,  placed  by  the  wisest  and  best  of  men  around  tbe 
Constitution  :  Farewell  to  the  sorereien^  of  the  States. 
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EBUblUh  this  doctrine,  antl  we  may  live  to  see  a  consoli- 
dation of  all  power  in  tlie  hands  of  this  Government 
Then,  indeed,  would  the  Constitution  have  prescribed  in 
vain  the  mode  of  iu  own  amendment.  Vain  would  be 
the  provision  that  two-thirds  of  Congress,  or  of  the  StatM, 
should  agree  in  calling  a  Convention  to  propose  amend- 
ments, and  that  three-fourths  of  the  SUtes  should  be  ne- 
cessary to  ratify  lucli  amendments,  if  the  Constitution  can 
be  changed  by  transfers  of  power  from  inttvidual  States, 
or  by  compacU  with  the  several  States. 

I  lay  it  down,  sir,  as  a  proposition  not  to  be  resisted, 
that  the  rights  of  soil  and  taxation  are  inseparable  from 
the  torereignty  of  eveiy  independent  State  i  and  to  sus- 
tun  this  w>po»tioni  no  other  proofieems  to  be  necessary 
than  well  established  definitions.  What,  sir,  is  sovereign- 
ty >  And  what  is  a  Stale  *  Go  to  writers  on  national  law, 
or  to  the  ablest  expositions  of  our  most  enlightened 
statesmen,  for  answers  to  these  questions.  We  shall  here, 
no  doubt,  be  told,  that  nothing  can  be  found  in  nationid 
law  applicable  to  our  affairs.  But  we  must  be  permitted 
•t  least  to  hope,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  is  not 
m  perfectly  destroyed  by  the  ft«ination  of  the  General 
Government,  as  not  to  be  recognized  by  the  principles 
of  international  law.  It  is,  perhaps,  by  all  writers  on 
such  subjects,  taken  as  an  axiom,  that  the  pnblic  domain 
ia  the  fim  grand  object  of  sovereignty  in  every  inde- 
pendent Stote.  In  proof  of  this  proposition,  I  shall  refer 
the  Senate  to  some  ftuthoritiea.  Vattel.  page  165,  rays, 
that  "  the  general  domun  of  the  nation  over  the  lands  it 

inhabits,  is  naturally  connected  with  the  empire  ;  for, 

establishing  itself  in  a  vacant  country,  the  nation  cer- 

tunty  did  not  pretend  to  have  the  least  dependence 
*•  tliere  on  any  otlier  power  ■,  and  how  should  an  inde- 
"  pendent  nation  avoid  having  authority  at  home  >  How 
•<  should  it  govern  itself  at  its  pleasure  in  the  countiy  it 
"  inhidiits,  iT  it  cannot  truly  and  absolutely  dispose  of  it  > 
**  And  bow  ihould  it  have  the  fiill  and  absolute  domain 
**  oFtlie  place  in  which  it  has  no  command  >  Another'a 

soveMignty,  and  the  right  it  comprehends,  must  take 
<*  away  its  freedom  of  disposal." 

This  authority  would,  itself,  be  ab\indantlv  sufficient  to 
prove  the  proposition  laid  down.  The  hign  charmcter  of 
Its  autlior  must  be  set  at  naught,  or  it  cannot  be  rensted. 
But  I  aball'make  another  quotation  from  the  same  book, 
ithich,  if  the  author  of  the  compilation  had  written  with 
our  system  before  him,  and  with  reference  to  no  other 
form  of  government,  could  not  be  more  applicable  to  our 
affairs.  It  is  to  be  found  at  page  3,  and  is  m  these  words ; 
*•  Several  sovereign  and  independent  States  may  unite 

themselves  together  by  a  pen>ctual  confederacy,  with- 
••  out  each,  in  particular,  ceasing  to  be  a  perfect  State. 

They  wiU  form  together  a  Federal  republic.  The  deli- 
•*  berations  in  common,  will  offer  no  violence  to  the  so- 
**  vereignty  of  each  member,  though  they  may,  in  certain 
**  respects,  put  same  constr^nt  on  the  exercise  of  it,  in 

virtue  of  voluntary  engagementa." 

And  what  is  the  condition  of  the  new  States,  respect- 
if^  their  public  lands  What  we  complain  of,  is,  that 
you  have  not  only  put  restraint  on  the  sovereignty  of  the 
new  States,  but  that  you  have  Uken  that  sovereignty  en- 
tirely away. 

I  wUI,  Mr.  President,  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  one 
other  quotation  from  this  author.  It  it  to  be  fimnd  at 
page  165,  ill  these  words :  ^ 

■*  What  ia  called  the  hi^  domain,  which  is  nothmg  but 
the  domain  of  the  body  of  the  nation,  or  of  the  sovereign 
who  represents  it,  is  every  where  conudered  as  maepara- 
bit  fnm  the  tovereigntt/." 


Al^Slh   VB   USB|«V0BS«^  — —  --f    — -  —    -        —  "   '"C"  "p  " 

inaeparable  from  Oie  soremgnW.  Look,  too,  tA  the  diei- 
sons  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  surely  this  nithority  will 


be  considered  in  point.  In  the  case  of  Fletcher  against 
Peck,  6  Cranch,  128,  Judge  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  Cou^^  says  : 

"  That  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  unless  restrained  by- 
its  own  ConstitutKM^  pooess  the  power  of  disposing  of 
the  unappropriated  lands  within  lU  own  limits,  in  such 
manner  as  its  own  judgment  shall  dictate,  is  a  proposition 
not  to  be  controverted." 

And  in  the  case  of  Martin  against  Hunter,  1  Wheaton 
325  :  "  The  sovereign  powers  vestrd  in  the  State  Go- 
*•  vemments  by  their  respective  constitution^  remain  un- 
altered  and  unimpaired,  except  so  fin-  u  they  are  grant- 
"  ed  to  the  Goveminent  of  the  United  States.** 

These  authorities  are  in  direct  sustenance  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  States.  The  doctrines  of  international 
law,  and  the  authority  of  the  supreme  Court,  are  alike 
clear  and  positive,  and  establish  the  proposition  that  the 
public  dorrtain  is  inseparable  from  State  sovereignty. 

But,  again,  nr,  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  pven  up 
to  the  States,  because,  in  thdr  present  condition,  (hey- 
stir  up  and  perpetuate  distracting  political  questions.  The 
question  ot  internal  improvements  is  one  of  that  kind. 
On  this  subject,  there  seems  to  be  as  yet  no  compromise 
of  opinion.  The  new  States  must  adhere  to  their  opi- 
nions, and  the  old  States  nre  not  likely  to  yield.  It  is  « 
very  singtiUr  fiict,  that,  while  a  hrge  minority  of  both 
brunches  of  the  National  Legislature  deny  that  Congrea* 
have  the  constitutional  power  to  construct  roads  and  ca- 
nals, while  they  persist  in  sa^-ing,  that,  in  constitutional 

aiiestions,  precedents  are  entitled  to  no  respect ;  that, 
though  beaten  to  dav,  on  an  appn)priation  for  a  road  or 
canal,  they  will  rally  to-morrow,  and  fight  the  battle  over 
again — yet,  by  the  compacts  with  the  new  Statea,  this 
Government  stands  bound  to  appropriate  five  per  ceirt- 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  these  very 
objects.  Tvo-fiftbs  6f  these  appropriations  are  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in  making 
roads  and  canals  to  the  Statea  j  and  three-fifths  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  to  those  objects  within  the  States. 

If  Congress  liave  no  constitutional  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canah^  there  ta  no  power  in  eziatenee  to  carry 
these  compacts  into  execution  i  and  yet  this  five  per  cent, 
is  the  .principal  consideration  the  new  States  have  for  not 
interfering  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  The 
enemies  of  internal  improvements  say  they  have  no  pow- 
er in  the  Constitution  to  make  roads  and  canals  :  but  they 
are  bound  by  compact,  with  all  the  new  Stales,  to  make 
roads  and  canals  fbr  their  benefit.  Surely,  then,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  construction,  they  must  either  give  up 
the  compacts  or  the  Constitution.  But,  Sir,  strange  aait 
may  seem,  many  members  of  both  Houses,  who  strongly 
deny  the  power  of  Congress  in  reference  to  internal  im- 
provements, adhere  with  much  pertinacity  to  the  com- 

{lacts,  because  the  moment  they  are  abandoned,  the  pub- 
ic lands  will  unquestionably  belong  to  the  States. 

The  question  Of  internal  improvements  ia  one  which 
the  new  State^  in  the  present  condition  of  the  public 
lands,  can  never  yield,  ft  is  in  vain  to  expect,  that,  while 
the  lands  belong  to  the  Federal  Government  j  while  mil- 
lions are  drained  from  the  country  into  the  Treastirj^of 
the  Union — these  States  will  cease  to  ask  aids  for  the  im- 
provement of  their  country  in  roads  and  canals.  It  ia 
reasonable  that  diey  should  so  ask.  I'he  new  Statea 
have  recently  seen  New  York  finish  her  splendid  canal. 
They  see  Pennsylvania  in  progress  with  one  no  leas  splen- 
did. They  see  other  States  carrying  on  other  public 
works.  These  States  have  all  derived  revenues,  almost  in- 
exliaustible,  from  their  public  lands  i  and  Penns)'lvanta, 
though  one  of  the  oldest  State^  has  not  yet  cxliauated 
that  great  source  of  revenue  :  for,  on  a  recent  occasion, 
she  hu  pledged  the  revenues  to  be  derived  therefrom  to 
the  prt^rcas  of  the  canal. 
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The  pubUc  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  new  Statei^  would 
put  ihoae  States  on  an  equal  iboting  with  the  original 
States,  l^iev  would  be  sources  of  revenue  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  those  States,  and  they  would  relieve  their 
«)trieultura)  interests,  from  the  heavy  burdens  they  at 
present  bear  to  sustain  their  Treasuiy.  Few  tl^e  o'd 
State*  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  w  a  land-tax  to  meet 
their  current  expenditures  ;  but  the  new  Statef^  having 
few  objects  of  taxation,  lay  heavy  conti^utiona  on  their 
■^cultural  interests  ftvthat  purpose.  Aloiost  all  the 
ciicalating:  medium  of  the  new  States,  is  drained  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the  operation  of  the 
land  offices,  and  the  lands  thus  purchased,  are  taxed 
heavily  to  support  the  State  Governments.  In  no  por- 
tioQ  of  the  Union  is  agriculture  so  much  burtbened  as  in 
the  new  States. 

The  pablic  lands  ahoukl  be  given  up  to  the  States,  be- 
canse  ibe  revenue  derived  from  them  is  a  tax  on  those 
States  and  has  an  impoveriching  efTect  upon  them.  This 
opinion  1  know  will  be  controverted,  it  will  be  said  that 
erei^  man  that  buys  land,  must  expect  lu  pay  for  it,  and 
that  it  is  no  difference  to  whom  that  payment  is  made.  It 
win  alio  be  said,  that  the  mexns  of  paying  for  these  lands, 
are  geoenJly  taken  from  the  ok!  ^Utey  to  the  new,  by 
poftSwaen^  emigtwits  to  the  coimtry.  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
4  laakes  little  dmerenee  to  the  person  paying  out  his  last 
doUar,  to  whom  he  pays  it ;  but  to  the  country,  itis  very 
ifiqMftant>  If  he  pays  it  into  a  land  office,  it  passes  im- 
Mediately  out  of  the  country  into  the  Treasury  here.  If 
he  pays  it  to  bis  ncighiwr,  it  remains  in  the  country,  and 
nakea  a  part  of  its  circulating  medium.  In  theone  case, 
cvoydoUarin  the  country  m^t  be  employed  in  the  pur> 
chase  lands  among  the  citizens,  and  there  would  not 
be  a  dollar  Uie  leas  of  money  in  the  country.  In  the 
ottier  case,  every  dollar  would  be  gone  out  of  the  coun* 
try.  A  citizen  emigrates  from  an  old  State  to  a  new, 
and  lays  out  his  money  for  land.  Wtint  has  the  country 
puBcd  ?  His  person  only.  The  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
IS  changed  from  the  Federal  Government  to  a  citizen  i 
bat  be  IS,  fiv  the  present,  impoverished.  He  increases 
the  demaiKl  for  n  circulating  medium  in  the  country,  but 
be  adds  not  a  duUar  to  that  medium. 

Hr.  President,  there  is  no  prospective  evil  too  delicate 
to  name,  and  none,  however  remote,  unworthy  our  vigi- 
laat  atlenGon.  We  legislate  not  only  for  the  present, 
but  for  other  times  i  and  it  is  otir  duty  to  guard  our  free 
■ostitutions  against  evety  thing  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
peacefid  pruaperi^  (rf  the  counti^-  at  a  future  day.  In 
this  view,  sir,  the  lands  ought  to  be  given  up  to  the 
States,  for  a  reason  stronger  than  any  heretofore  named 
because,  in  their  present  condition,  they  ofler  to  the  new 
States  the  strongest  inducement  to  a  severance  of  the 
Union-  What,  sir,  is  patriotism  }  It  is  the  low.  of  coun- 
tty.  And  can  the  love  of  country  ever  be  indifTerent  to 
WB  ownenhip  of  the  sml,  and  the  tenure  by  which  it  is 
MA  i  Can  the  People  of  the  new  States— and  there 
are  no  people  on  earth  more  patriotic — be  indifTerent  to 
the  bet,  that  the  soil  of  their  countrj'  belongs  to  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  and  not  to  themselves  *  Suppose  the 
Union  to  be  dissolved,  and  where  would  be  the  public 
Isnds  )  All  •controversy  about  them  would  then  ceuse. 
They  would  belong  to  the  States  in  wliich  they  lie. 
Look  at  the  great  inducement  to  this  state  of  things : 
Lookattlie  character  and  extent  of  this  country — How 
capable  of  self  government,  and  its  own  independence. 
Seven  of  the  largest  Sutes  of  the  Uiflon.  The  fincit 
country  on  earth.  The  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  noblest  rivers  on  the  globe.  With  three  millions  of 
nbabitants.  A  safe  and  sheltered  sea  board,  with  acorn. 
■Mding  position,  /or  a  large  participation  in  the  com. 
■erce  oi*  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  and  Mexico. 
But  the  People  u& these  States  are  devoted  to  the  Union. 
Tou  cannot  drive  tliem  from  the  Union.  They  are  at> 
tMbcd  to  oar  Hepublican  imUtntion^  and  proud  of  tb« 


trophies  and  achievements  of  the  HevohiUon.  They  wi* 
to  peroetuate  to  future  i^e^  the  Kberties  of  their  eoun< 
try  and  the  anion  of  the  States.  They  wish  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  Constitution,  and  ask  for  that  Justice  which 
will  place  them  on  an  ecjtial  footing  with  the  original 
States ;  which  will  place  in  their  hands  the  6rst  atiriout» 
of  sovereignty— the  wm\  of  their  country.  I  trust  they 
will  not  ask  in  vain. 

Mr.  BRANCH  replied  in  opposition  to  the  amendments 
and  the  biU  generally  ]  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PAR- 
RIS,  the  bill  was  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to  inorrow. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providingforcertain surviving officersof  the  revolution  : 
the  foUoA-ing  motion  of  Mr.  PAKHIS  being  still  under 
consideration  : 

Jiaoleed,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee which  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  provide  for  the 
paj'meiitof  every  officer,  non-commissioned  ofSerr,  and 
private  soldier,  who  served  in  the  revolutionary  army, 
and  who  was  entitled  to  pay  from  the  Continental  Trea- 
sury, for  the  service  by  him  actually  performed,  deduct- 
ing therefrom  the  just  vahie  of  wfaateTcr  such  oflieer, 
non  commissioned  officer,  or  private,  may  have  leeeived 
from  the  Government,  in  payment  for  his  said  service  i 
and  deducting,  also,  whatever  sum  he  may  have  received, 
ifany,  under  Uie  pension  law  of  March  1818,  and  May 
1820. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  staled  that  the  point  of  order 
presented  on  Friday  Ust,  relating  to  motions  fbr  recom- 
mitment of  subjects  to  select  Committees,  wsis  decided 
by  him  oii  parliamentanr  principles ;  but  be  had  since 
found  that  the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  different.  [H« 
then  read  the  rule  from  Jefferson's  Manual.]  llie  par- 
liamentary nile  was  more  convenient,  and  he  would  now 
submit  the  point  for  decision  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOOUBUHY  said,  that  if  the  Senator  from  »Uine 
would  withdraw  bis  motion,  the  Senate  would  be  reliev. 
ed  from  the  difficulty  presented  by  Uie  question  of  order, 
und  the  gentleman  would,  without  embarras«]ig  the  com- 
mittee, have  an  opportunity  to  move  amendments  in  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marylaitd,  suggested  that  the  commit- 
tee could  be  revived  for  the  purpose  of  a  recommitment. 

Mr.  PARRIS  sud  that  he  was  unwilling  to  withdi«w 
his  motion,  unless  with  an  understanding  that  be  aheuld 
have  an  opportunity  to  renew  it.  lie  had  an  object  in 
his  motion,  which  he  should  tske  occasion,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  explain. 

The  VICE  PUESIDENl'  made  some  further  explana- 
tions as  to  the  point  of  order,stating  that  on  parliamenta- 
ry principles,  a  motion  to  recommit  was  tantamount  to  a 
motion  to  revive  tJie  Committee  but  such  had  not  been 
the  pracUce  of  tlie  Senute,&c. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  HaryUjid,  said,  if  no  objection  was 
made  by  any  heiutor,  it  might  be  taken  and  considered 
that  the  motion  was  in  order  :  when  afler  some  further 
remarks  from  Mr.  SILSBEE  and  the  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT, no  objection  being  made,  it  was  considered  as 
settled  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said  that  his  object  wu  not,  as  had  been 
surmised,  to  embarrass  the  bill  by  objections,  wto  defeat 
it  by  delay-  He  wished  to  further  its  progress.  He  was 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  make  a  proper  provision  for 
the  soldiers,  but  he  would  not  say  that,  if  he  could  iKrt 
accomplish  his  views  in  regard  to  the  soldiers,  be  would 
not  vote  for  the  separate  provinon  for  the  officers.  His 
object  was  to  provide  both  for  the  officera  and  soldiers  i 
they  had  contended  side  by  xide  fbr  their  country's 
cause  i  and,  in  the  distribution  of  the  bounty  or  justice 
of  their  country,  Utey  should  not  be  separated.  There 
wen  many  lurriron  of  the  eonteit  who  bad  ao  eUms. 
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The  six  months'  militia  men  had,  to  this  da^,  a  claim  on 
the  Ptatet,  seTcrally,  by  which  they  were  raised,  but  not 
on  {he  Government.    But  there  were  regiments  on  the 
Continental  ettt^lishment,  as  efficient  aa  an^  others  in 
the  serrice,  which  had  received  no  compenaation*  in  any 
way.    If  we  grave  to  the  officers  a  part  oTthe  sum  due  to 
them,  we  should  pay  the  soldiers  in  the  same  proportion  ; 
and  if  our  finances  enable  ua  to  pay  the  officers  the  whole 
of  their  claims,  the  whole  num  due  to  the  soldiers  should 
likewise  be  discharged.    It  was  unnecessary  to  speak,  at 
this  time,  of  the  merits  and  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers. 
The  stonr  had  often  been  told  in  this  House,  and  it  was 
matter  of  record.   It  was  said  by  the  Senator  from  New- 
Hampshire,  that  the  half-pay  was  promised  to  the  officers 
aa  an  inducement  for  them  to  remain  in  the  service.  Tlie 
soldiers  were  entitled  to  their  monthly  pa^,  as  well  as 
the  officers  to  their  half-pay  for  life  t  and  if  the  officers 
had  been  paid  in  depreciated  paper,  so  had  been  the  sol- 
diers. In  one  respect,  the  officers  had  a  great  advantage 
over  the  soldiers.   If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  fare  or 
bad  usage,  disrated  with  the  service,  they  could,  throw 
up  their  commissions  and  turn  their  backs  upon  the  camp. 
But  the  soldiers,  though  sufTering  from  want  of  food  and 
clothing,  were  obliged,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  en- 
listment, to  perform  the  last  day's  service  as  well  as  the 
first  t  Knd  if  they  left  the  eaiAp,  they  were  pursued  by 
martial  lav  and  piinidied  as  deserters.   If  any  discrimin- 
ation were  made,  it  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  the 
aold:ers.    Both  officers  and  soldiers  should  be  provided 
fbr,  and  that  alike.    Let  it  not  be  the  business  of  this 
House  to  create  a  distinction  between  them.    It  had 
been  objected  lo  the  proposition  for  remunerating  the 
aoldterst  that  die  sum  reijuired  would  be  very  large. 
This  WB«  an  unfounded  objection^    It  would  not  equal 
the  amount  annually  pud  to  those  on  the  pension  list. 
He  took  as  the  basis  of  his  calculation  the  statement 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Smitu.  That 
gentleman  stated,  that  four-fifths  of  the  surviving  soldiers 
were  on  the  pension  roll.    This  numSer  will  be  exclud- 
ed frbm  the  provtaioits  of  the  bill.    The  whole  number 
of  pcnritmers  was  now  12,500.    Five  hundred,  tt  was 
computed,  would  die  this  year.   The  one-fifth  part,  em- 
braced in  the  provision,  was  2,400.    Two  hundred  dol- 
lars to  each  of  these  was  but  $  480,000— not  half  the 
amount  of  the  pensions.    The  provisions  which  he  pro- 
posed would  embrace  another  class  of  soldiers,  which 
was  not  provided  fbr  by  any  existing  law.    One  regi- 
ment, be  knew,  for  documentary  proof  of  the  fact  was  in 
the  Capttol,  had  entered  the  service  with  the  promise  of 
pay  and  eighty  dollars  bounty  i  they  served  fiiidifully, 
and  never  received  one  fkrthing — Justice,  concluded  Mr, 
P.,  should  not  be  dealt  out  with  apartial  hand,    if  it  was 
rendered  to  one  class,  it  should  not  be  withheld  from  an- 
other.  But  if  we  were  not  able  to  do  full  justice  to  all, 
he  would  not  say  that  he  would  do  nothing. 

'Mr.  SMITH  of  Maryland,  sud  the  subject  had  been 
befbre  Congress  many  years,  and  amendments  had  al- 
ways been  onered,  and  sometimes  adopted,  by  which  tlie 
bill  was  lost.  He  wished  now  to  take  the  question  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  officers,  alone  ;  and  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  say,  decisively,  whether  they  would 
ftilfil  the  compact  with  the  officers  or  not.  If  not,  lie  did 
not  think  that  the  oM  officers  would  trouble  us  any 
more.  He  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment.  When 
the  bill  had  passea,  provision  might  be  made  for  the  sol- 
diers. 

-  Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  he  approached  the  discuswon 
of  the  bill  under  consideration  with  a  degree  of  solicitude 
he  had  seldom  experienced.  It  arose  from  a  deep  con- 
sciousness of  the  importance  and  delica^of  the  sub- 
ject and  the  difficnlties  which  would  attend  a  satisftctoiy 
determination.  YIe  freely  confessed,  that  he  fUd  not  re- 
member a  legislative  question  in  which  his  fcdings  bad 


been  more  deeply  engaged.  These  feelings,  sometimes 
too  sanguine,  and  always  ardent,  might  now  ^ceivchim  ; 
but  he  could  not  suppress  the  conviction,  that,  upon  the 
doubtfbl  issue  of  the  present  question,  the  eharscter  of 
our  counUy  was,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  auspcnded. 
It  would,  indeed,  have  afforded  him  the  higltest  gratifl* 
cution,  could  he  anticipate  with  confidence  a  &vonbte 
result.  But  when  he  beheld  the  formidable  concentra- 
tion of  talent  and  numbers  arrayed  agunst  Uie  petitionen 
and  their  ndvocatea,  he  was  but  too  conscious  of  the  diffi- 
culties against  which  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterredt 
however,  by  these  circumstances,  he  would  proceed  tu 
discharge  the  duty  which  seemed  to  be  required  by  his 
connexion  with  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had 
been  reported. 

His  brethren  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  T.  B.,  bad 
pronounced  a  merited  eulogium  upon  the  character  and 
services  of  the  petitioners.  Consideiations  whidi  arose 
naturally  from  the  subject,  but  upon  vlueh,  although  br 
fh>m  bemg  exhausted,  he  would  not  attempt  to  dveD. 
Indeed,  he  was  greatly  deceived,  if,  on  tbis  pmn^  thoe 
was  any  diversity  of  opinion.  Whatever  eipreitfoiit 
might  escape  from  gentlemen  in  the  warmth  of  ddnte, 
he  was  sure  that  the  transcendent  merits  of  the  petition- 
ers, after  having  received  (he  attestation  of  imptftial  bis* 
tory,  were  not  now  to  be  the  subject  of  esnunation  or  of 
doubt.  Sir,  if,'  in  the  mysterious  <Uspensations  of  an  aH- 
wise  and  over-ruling  Providence,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to 
experience  th^  common  calamities  of  nations,  it  may  be- 
come our  duty  to  receive  these  dispensations  with  meek- 
ncss,  and  bear  them  with  fortitude.  But  if  there  be  a 
stain  from  which  he  would  be  most  deaious  of  rescuing 
the  American  name,  it  vnnild  be  tiie  stain  of  ingratitude 
to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution.  If  there  be  a 
calamity  which,  more  than  any  other,  he  would  pray  to 
have  averted,  it  would  be  the  calamity  of  witnesnng,  in 
an  American  Senate,  a  cold  iiisensibili^  to  the  services 
of  those  whose  devotion  to  their  countiy  in  peace,  and 
whose  constancy  in  war,  had  extorted  the  applause  of  an 
admiring  world. 

If,  sir,  gallantry  in  the  field,  and  devotion  to  countiy, 
ever  deserved  the  meed  of  grateful  remembrance,  the 
encomiums  bestowed  by  my  colleagues  upon  tbeRerohi* 
tionary  officers  will  find  their  approval  in  evety  patriot 
bosom.  But  tlieir  merits,  great  as  tliey  were,  appear  to 
be  enhanced  by  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engwed. 
Revolutions  in  Government  had  been  witnessed  before, 
and  they  have  been  witneased  since.  But  if  we  coiwder 
the  principles  involved,  the  means  empk^ed.  and  the  re- 
Bidts  produced,  may  I  not  be  indalged  in  expressing  the 
conviction  that  they  dwindle  intoinmgnificance  with  this.' 
The  Revo1ut*,on  in  which  they  embarked,  was  not  only 
the  most  important,  in  civil  government,  that  oppreaHon 
has  produced  or  patriotism  accomplished,  but  must,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  for  ever  remun  so.  The  materials 
for  another  equally  important,  do  not,  I  fear,  extaf  i  wad, 
perhaps,  the  progressive  diaraeter  wf  man  preclude!  m 
well-grounded  hope  that  they  will  ever  agiun  arise. 
Why,  sir,  said  he,  do  I  allude  to  these  high  consklen- 
tioiis  ?  Not,  I  am  sure,  for  the  purpose  of  display  i  and 
as  little  with  a  view  to  indulge  in  self  adulation.  It  is 
because  the  unparalleletMilesBings,  which,  as  a  people, 
we  enjoy  %  the  great  and  succes^I  example  Imt  has 
been  given  to  the  world ;  and  the  perpeltul  influeBce 
which  that  example  must  exert  on  its  future  destiniee— 
awaken  in  every  mind  the  most  intense  anxiety,  test  the 
closing  scenes  of  that  mighty  conflict  should  be  unworthy 
of  its  own  great  character— and  that  the  page  of  bisteiy 
which  embalms  the  virtues  and  heroic  aeeds  of  our  fiii- 
ther^  may  not  at  the  same  time  record  the  too  early  de- 

Seneracy  of  their  sons.    Tlie  petitioners  at  your  bar  are 
estined  to  be  our  witnesses  with  posterity.  It  is  in  th«r 
persons  that  an  opportunity  is  affbined,  eitner  to  repel,  or 
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in  wme  degree,  confirm  the  imputation  cast  upon  Repub- 
Ces  by  tlie  enemies  of  freedom,  that  inj^atiUide  is  tbeir 
inherent  and  inextinguishable  vice  :  and  it  was  earnestly 
to  be  hoped  that  our  deciMon  might  be  such  as  would  be 
brorable  to  d)eni,toourselTe^  and  to  the  cause  ofliberty. 

Bat,  nr,  Bud  Mr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  pursuing  these  ge- 
nenl  remarks,  allow,  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
questioD  immediately  uitder  considenition.  In  dtnng  so, 
my  first  attempt  will  be  to  separate  that  which  is  not  a 
■object  of  disputation  from  tliat  wliich  is  :  (or  in  this,  as 
in  other  cases,  time  may  be  consumed,  and  ar^ments 
fluitlesrty  empltqred.  in  supporting  positions  which  have 
never  been  questioned,  or  enfbrdng  opinions  in  which 
all  are  agreed. 

Urn,  then,  H  will  be  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that  the 
proniise  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  of 
half  par  for  life  to  the  Revolutionary  officers  serving  lo 
the  end  of  the  war,  was  made  by  competent  autlionty  ; 
tint  the  condition  upon  which  the  promise  was  founded 
has  been  fiilly  perfumed :  that  the  obligation  thereby 
created  rests  npon  the  present  Government  in  its  onginal 
force  :  and  that  if  it  hu  not  been  fully,  fiurly,  and  justly 
performed,  it  ought  now  to  be  discharged.  The  critical 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  the  promise  was 
made — the  foci  that  this  inducement  to  remam  in  service 
had  been  held  up  to  the  Army  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  by  various  resolves  of  Oor.gress — that  this 
•lone  prevented  tfaor  abandonment  of  a  service,  in  which . 
tkey  were  not  bound  to  remain  by  any  of  those  conrider- 
*ioii8  which  operate  on  the  general!^  of  manldnd— that 
to  thrir  continuance  in  the  Army,  more  than  tovny  other 
cause,  under  the  blessings  of  Providence,  the  successful 
tenoination  of  the  var  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Gen.  Wa^. 
ii^^ton,  mainly  attributable,  and  tliat  the  sacrifices  which 
th^  ineuTTcd,  in  consequence  their  determination  to 
rem^  were  ^most  unparalleled— «re  points  upon  which 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  and  requiring,  af- 
ter the  able  commentaof  the  Senators  who  had  preceded 
him,  no  additional  illustration. 

If  this,  nr,  said  Mr.  V.  B,  has  been  the  unquestionable 
eif'^ement  of  the  Goveinment,  if  the  petitioners  are 
thra  entitled  to  its  fulfilment  by  the  performance  of  the 
sole  conation  on  which  it  was  made  to  depend — the  ques- 
tion will  be  asked,  has  that  engaKtment  been  satisned  ? 
And  if  8ati56ed,  how  has  it  been  done  * 
\  Tbowwbo  maintain  that  the  Government  had  fulfilled 
its engagetnent,  rest  their  position  on  the  ground  of  the 
commutation  of  the  five  years'  full  pay,  which  has  been 
given  in  lieu  of  the  promised  halt-pay  for  life.  What- 
ever might  be  the  diversity  of  sentiment  with  respect  to 
the  legalitjr  or  the  ftiroess  of  thftt  commutation — ^the 
■waos  by  which  it  was  effected — and  the  manner  of  its 
execution — and  on  these  points  he  acknowledged  there 
was  room  for  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  :  there  was 
one  podttian,  he  thought,  sufficiently  plain  to  challenge 
the  acquiescence  of  every  reflecting  mind.  It  is,  sir, 
tbat  this  commutation  tendered  by  the  Government  as  a 
eoaplete  fiiMIment  o(  its  promise,  his  been  any  thing 
but  a  1»r  and  just  equivalent.  To  demonstrate  this,  a 
lew  observations  only  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who  re- 
ported the  bill,  whose  ability  in  the  exhibition  of  the 
^sioia  of  the  petitioners  would  entitle  him  to  more  than 
the  humble  tribute  of  respect,  which  it  was  in  his  power 
to  render,  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  statements  and 
calcukiimw  establishing  the  following  results  : 
^  1-  "nurt^acoor^ng  to  authentic  tables  for  the  computa- 
tion of  umuilles,  the  Jhe  ytnr^  half-pay,  ought  to  have 
been  tecen,  at  the  time  it  was  given,  in  order  to  make  it 
t  Ur  eqiuvalent,  and  that  the  reduction  of  this  just  al> 
lowance  was  attribuuble  to  the  necessities  of  the  Go- 
vemmen^  and  not  to  a  disposition  to  elude  the  cbiims 
of  thepetitioDeTB. 
3.  That,  owing  to  tiie  Mlure  of  the  States  to  supply 


the  funds  necessary  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  prindpal,  of  the  "commuta- 
tion certificates these  commutation  certificates  for 
five  jeats'  full  pay,  given  as  an  equivalent  for  half-pay 
far  life,  rapidly  depreciated.  So  that,  when  compelled 
by  necessity  to  dispose  of  them,  they  in  fact  produced 
to  the  officers  less  than  one  year**  pay. 

3.  That  when  these  commutation  certificates  were 
funded  in  1791,  a  deduction  was  made  equal  to  one  third 
of  their  amount,  by  deferring  the  interest  for'ten  years, 
upon  one-third  of  tiie  princiml,  and  allowing  only  three 
per  cent,  on  the  interest  which  had  accrued  since  1783. 

That  titis  deduction-  was  made  by  the  Government,  on 
the  ground  (and  could  .be  justified  on  no  other,}  tiiat 
these  certificates  were  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  who 
had  availed  themselves  of  the  necessities  of  the  ofBcen^  . 
brought  upon  them  by  their  stipulated  continuance  in 
Bcn'ice,  and  thus  were  enabled  to  obtain  them  at  a  reduc- 
ed and  almost  nominal  price. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  he  would  retain  fVom  attempting  to 
enforce  the  views,  upon  thin  branch  of  the  subject,  pre- 
sented by  the  Senators  who  had  preceded  him.  It  would 
be  time  enough  to  do  so,  should  these  views  be  ever 
contested.  He  candidly  acknowledged,  however,  that 
they  did  not  constitute  the  material  arguments  upon 
which  he  relied,  for  the  purpose  of  showing-  the  gross  in- 
adequacy  of  the  commutation  awarded  to  toe  petitioners: 
and  he  would  therefbre  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  predicated  his  propoution,  with  aU  the  brenty 
andperspicui^  in  his  power. 

The  certificates  for  commutation  of  half  pay,  were  is- 
sued under  the  resolution  of  March,  1783,  and  delivered 
in  November,  1783.  They  admitted  upon  their  &ce,  that 
five  years'  full  pay  was  due  to  their  holders,  to  be  paid 
witii  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 
These  certificates  were  redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the 
funding  act  in  1791.  They  were,  of  course,  for  different 
amounts,  according  to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  offi- 
cers. The  average  pay  of  the  officers  was  $30  per 
month,  and  the  amount  which  would  hare  been  due  to 
each  officer  for  half  pay,  allowing  interest  af^er  the  same 
was  acknowledged  to  be  due,  would  have  amounted  in 
1791,  when  the  redemption  took  place,  to  f  1,743  40. 
The  average  amount  of  five  years*  full  pay  for  each  offi- 
cer, amounted  with  interest,  in  1791,  to  S  3,664  00  j 
from  this  amount  one  third  was  deducted  in  the  redemp- 
tion, as  he  had  before  stated.  The  average  amount 
therefore  received  by  each  officer  in  1791,  for  his  five 
years'  full  pay,  assuming  that  these  certificates  had  been 
retained,  would  have  been  $  1,776  00. 

From  this  simple  statement  it  results  tha^  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  in  discharging  the  commutation, 
and  the  deduction  which  was  forcibly  made  in  doing  so, 
the  Government  paid  no  more  than  would  have  been  due 
to  the  officers  for  their  half  pwy  alone,  up  to  the  period 
when  the  commutation  was  actually  made.  To  that  pe- 
riod, therefore,  the  officers  gained  nothing  by  that  mea- 
sure. Since  that  time  years  have  rtriled  away,  during 
which  they  would  have  received  the  promised  half  pay, 
had  it  not  been  fbr  the  commutation.  The  sum  which 
would  liave  been  payable  to  the  officers  unce  that  pe- 
riod, is  the  sum  precisely  which  the  officers  hare  lost, 
and  the  Government  has  gained,  by  this  variation  hj  the 
Government  from  its  original  contract. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.V.  B.  is  simple,  founded  upon 
data  which  cannot  decuve  by  their  plausibility,  and  is 
liable  to  no  mistake,  except  the  mere  errors  of  calcula-' 
tion.  Those  he  had  endeavored  to  avoid.  l1ie  average 
half  pay  of  each  of  the  petitioners  from  the  year  1791  to 
1828,  would  have  amounted  to  i- 13,177  83.  This  sum, 
multiplied  by  230,  the  number  of  Hevolntionary  offlcera 
supposed  *.o  be  yet  in  existence,  would  amount  to 
1 3,030,710.  I'he  effect  of  the  commutation  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  upon  the  Interests  of  deceased  offlcen^ 
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could  not  be,  said  he,  distinctly  stated  without  «  pwrticu- 
In?  knowlcd^  of  the  time  of  their  respective  deiths. 
But  from  what  we  know  upon  that  subject,  there  was  a 
moral  certvnty  thai  the  ^ins  of  the  Treasunr  from  that 
source  had  not  been  dimtmshed,  but  on  the  contrary 
greatly  increased. 

It  is  then,  said  he,  an  ascertained  and  incontestihle 
fact,  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  injuries  auMainetl  by  de- 
preciation, the  officers  have  lost  by  the  course  of  events, : 
and  the  Government  has  gained  a  sum  not  less  than ! 
$3,030,710,  in  consequence  of  that  commutation  which  j 
is  now  set  up  to  bar  the  claims  of  the  petitioners — claims  j 
predicated  upon  a  promise  of  the  Government,  held  out  i 
to  the  officers  as  nn  inducement  to  remain,  and  cotisti- 1 
tutitig  the  chief  reward  for  tlie  most  signal  services  ever 
performed  by  men  in  the  cause  of  fireedom  and  their ! 
countr}'. 

Upon  these  fiusts,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  a  question  ariso,8  for  I 
our  decision,  no  less  important  to  tlie  Government  than  j 
to  the  petitioners  ;  because,  involving  the  cliaracter  of  j 
the  one,  and  the  intcrefits  of  the  ntlier.    What  is  it  ?  Is 
it  confined  to  the  legal  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties ?  No,  sir,  1  shall  never,  said  he,  oring  my  mintl  to 
consider  the  question  of  strict  legal  right,  when  t  look 
at  the  parties.    Who  are  tliey  }   On  the  one  hand,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  im- 

£ leaded,  and  incapable  of  being  coerced  against  its  will 
yany  powerMiperior  to  its  own — rich  in  resuurces^  and 
oveiiSowing  with  redundance  :  on  the  other  a  remnant  of 
the  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  borne  down  by 
the  infirmities  incident  to  age — with  one  foot  in  the 
grave,  and  the  other  upon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
supplicating  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which  was 
made  them,  in  the  vigor  of  their  days.  If  even  they 
have  /iga/ rights,  where  is  their  remedy  to  enforce  them? 
They  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  have  any.  But  can- 
dor constrained  him  to  acknowledge,  that  in  strictness, 
they  have  not  now,  whatever  they  may  once  have  had, 
any  rif^hts,  except  such  as  are  fbunded  upon  the  immuta- 
ble principles  of  justice.  As  early  as  the  year  1785,  the 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  protect  itself  against 
dormant  and  unfounded  claims,  arismg  from  the  Ilevolu. 
tionary  contest,  by  s  statute  of  limitations,  ^'a^ious  acts 
and  resolutions  were  passed  upon  the  subject  before  the 
year  179o,  more  or  less  comprehensive  in  their  terms: 
and  in  that  year  an  act  was  passed  so  comprehensive  in 
its  provisions,  as  to  embrace  tlie  claims  of  the  petition- 
tx»t  and  barring  them,  unless  presented  by  the  1st  day 
of  May,  1794.  The  officers  did'not  present  this  claim 
until  1810,  and  are  therefore  precluded  from  uitring  their 
vested  leg^  rights.  Being  thus  furnislicd  with  a  gene- 
ral answer  to  all  claims  which  do  not  address  both  our 
consciences  and  judgments.  Confess  have  nevertheless 
relaxed,  from  time  to  time,  the  rigor  of  their  own  act, 
when  cunstdering  claims  founded  on  justice,  and  not  op- 
pmed  by  policy.  But  as  none  of  these  suspensions  have 
embraced  the  case  of  the  petitioners,  we  ha\'e  it  in  our 
power,  if  we  can  have  the  heart  to  present  this  statute  of 
limitations  to*the  petitioners,  and  under  its  mantle,  resist 
the  cry  for  justice,  if  not  for  bread.  The  question,  then, 
is  not  what  we  arc  bound  to  do  by  law,  but  whst  we 
should  do.  What  conduct  on  our  part  nill  bear  the 
scrutiny  and  the  judgments  of  impartial  men,  when  the 
opportunity  to  remedy  the  consequences  of  our  decision 
shall  hare  passed  away  } 

Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  said  Mr.  V.  B-  at  the  argu- 
ments advanced  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill.  The  me- 
ritorious services  of  the  petitioners,  the  signal  advanta- 
ges that  have  resulted  from  tlieRc  9fr\-ices  to  us,  and  to 
posterity ;  the  losses  sustained  by  the  petitioners,  and 
the  consequent  advantages  derived  by  the  got  ernment 
from  the  act  of  commutation,  are  unequivocally  admitted. 
Butpit  is  contended,  we  have  made  a  compromise,  Ugai- 
binding  on  the  parties,  and  exonerating  the  govern' 


ment,  from  further  liability,  that  in  an  evil  and  unguard- 
ed bmir,  they  have  ^ven  us  a  release  and  we  stand  upon 
our  bond.  Nov  the  question  which  he  wished  toad- 
dress  to  the  conscience,  and  the  judgments  of  this  hon- 
orable body,  was  this  ~  not  whether  tliis  issue  was  well 
taken  in  point  of  law — not  whether  we  might  not  hope 
for  a  safe  deliverance  under  it — but  whether  the  tnue 
ought  to  be  taken  at  o^I— whether  it  comports  with  the 
honor  of  the  Government  to  plead  a  I^at  exemption 
against  the  claims  of  gratitude— whether,  in  oUier  words, 
the  government  be  bound  at  all  times  to  insist  upon  its 
strict  legal  rights.  Has  this  been  the  practice  of  tiie 
Government  on  all  former  occasions  ?  Or,  is  this  the  on- 
ly  question  on  which  this  principle  should  operate  ? 
Notliing,  said  Mr.  V.  U.,  can  be  eaner  than  to  show  that 
the  unuorm  practice  of  the  Government  has  been  at  war 
with  the  principle  which  is  now  opposed  to  the  claim  of 
the  petitioners.  Not  a  session  bad  occurred  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Govenunent,  in  which  Congress 
had  not  relieved  the  citizens  from  hardships  resulting 
fVom  unforeseen  contingencies— and  forborne  on  enforce- 
ment of  law,  when  its  enforcement  would  work  great 
and  undeserved  injury.  He  might,  if  excusable  on  an 
occatton  like  tliis,  turn  over  the  statute  book,  T^K^ 
pagc^  and  give  repeated  proofs  of  this  oaserticm.  But  it 
IS  unnecessary.  He  wonut  content  himself  with  a  refer- 
ence to  one  or  at  most  two  measures  of  the  character  des- 
cribed. In  the  year  1813,  between  the  months  of  June 
and  September,  goods  to  an  immense  amount  were 
shipped  from  Engkmd  to  the  Uniicd  States,  by  American 
merchants,  in  open  violation  of  the  acts  prohibiting  their 
impt^tion.  They  alleged  ki  justification,  either  their 
anticipated  repeal  of  these  acts,  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  of  one  of  tlie  belligerents;  or  their  apprehension 
that  in  the  event  of  a  dechiration  of  war  by  the  United 
States,  their  properly  would  be  seized  and  condemned 
in  the  British  ports.  The  declaration,  in  fact,  took  place; 
but  the  importers  were  not  the  less  lialile  to  the  fines 
and  penalties  imposed  by  a  violated  law,  and  merchan- 
dise to  the  value  of  more  than  twenty  milliont  of  dotian 
was  forfeited  to  the  United  States.  '  Upon  the  arrival  of 
the  goods,  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retain  and  use 
Uiem,  upon  giving  bonds  to  abide  the  decisiou  of  their 
Goveni'ner.t.  Application  was  made  to  Congress  for  re- 
lief :  and  altliough  it  was  well  known  that  immense  pro- 
fits were  made  upon  their  importation,  and  not  a  doubt 
existed  of  their  liability  to  forfeiture.  Congress,  by  an  act 
which  fills  but  a  single  page  upon  that  statute  book,  can- 
celled the  bonds  and  relinquished  merchandise,  which,  if 
retained,  would  have  been  equal  in  value  to  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  war,  and  which  would 
doubtless  have  been  retuiied  hod  the  Goveroment  inaiat- 
cd  upon  its  legal  righti^  and  acted  on  the  principle  now 
contended  for. 

The  system  which  has  been  pumied  in  relation  to  the 
purchasers  of  piibli;c  lands,  is  not  a  less  memorable  ex- 
ample of  a  departure  from  that  rigorous  policy  now  re- 
commended to  oiir  imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  May,  1800,  the  niinimum  price  of 
tiie  public  lands  was  fixed  at  $  2  the  acre  ;  one-twentieth 
ot  the  purchase  money  nas  required  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  the  purclias'e,  onc-fourtli  in  40  days ;  the  ba- 
lance, wt^  intereatf  was  payable  by  instalments  of  2,  S, 
and  4  years ;  and  the  forfeiture  of  the  land  w«s  the  de- 
clared penally  of  non-payment. 

By  the  act  of  the  26th  StIarch,  1804^  no  intereH  was  to 
be  charged  upon  instalments  for  future  purchases*  if 
punctually  paid,  and  this  provision,  in  favor  <^  the  pur- 
chaser, was  extended  to  those  whose  instalmenta  ahouid 
become  due  before  the  following  October. 

Under  this  liberal  system,  yielding  to  the  government 
but  little  more  than  the  necessary  expenses  of  surveying 
the  lan^  supporting  the  various  laud  ofBcea,  and  provid- 
ing far  the  holder  t  secure  landed  title,  a  debt  McumuUt- 
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ed  prior  to  the  year  1830,  from  the  purchuers  to  the 
Cadcd  StmtM,  KOKMinting  to  twenty-two  millions  of  dol- 


if  it  can  be  shown  that  you  have  no  right  to  urge  this  act 
of  commutation  as  a  complete  fulfilment  of  vour  promise> 
The  act  of  commuUtton  is  impeached  by  the  petition- 
ers—first, on  account  of  the  means  by  which  it  was 
efiVcted;  and,  secondly,  because  the  stipulations  of  that 
act  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

The  petitioners  with  reason  complained  that  without 
ever  havir^  consented  to  be  bound  by  the  acta  of  their 
brother  officers,  their  personal  rights  were  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  decision  of  the  lines,  and  not  upon  their 
iiwn  indiTtdual  assent.  This  is  admitted  to  have  been  the 
fact.   Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 


BeAire  flttt  time  repeated  indulgences  luul  been 
naated,  ezteodii^  the  times  of  payment,  preventinf?  the 
fctfcUorea  whidi  would  have  accrued,  and,  in  numerous 
iaataaces,  allowing  a  re-entry,  or  a  new  purchase  of 
■■ads,  inproTcd,  and  ibrfetted  to  the  Government  upon 
dke  terau  of  the  original  purchase.  No  less  than  six 
acts  were  passed  from  the  year  1813  to  1820,  to  sus- 
ges>d  ikk^firfeUun  and  sale  of  the  lands  thus  purchased. 
Tbe  evi^  however,  had  swelled  beyond  the  reach  of  pal- 

fatires.  A  debt  t4  33  imlUon  of  dollars  exceeded  the  |  lines,  under  tlie  immediate  command  tJi  Qen.  Washing- 
libffity,  bGghted  the  prospects,  and  deadened  the  ener- !  toni  and  six  months  to  those  of  the  Southern  army,  to 
^es  of  the  States  by  whom  it  was  due.  Had  the  law  I  give  their  assent  to  the  compromise.  It  does  not  appear 
been  enftmedand  payment  inflexibly  exacted,  nearly  the  !  that  the  lines  of  the  Southern  army  ever  gave  their  as- 
whole  of  the  lands  thus  purchased  and  improved,  would  !  sent.  Indeed  it  is  stated  by  a  distinguished  Revolutiona- 
have  been  forfeited  to  the  Union,  and  many_  an  honest  j  ry  officer  on  this  floor,  (Gen.  S-  Smith,)  that  they  ne- 
ysniMii  woold  have  been  compelled  to  relinqui^  to  ver  did.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  efer  was  a  meet- 
more  fortunate  Arangcrs  those 'woods  and  lawns  which  ing  of  the  ofllcers  of  the  Northern  army,  for  the  purpose 
he  vainly  hoped  would  be  the  solace  of  his  declining ,  of  deciding  upon  the  question:  and  it  is  aflirmed  that 
7eara.  To  prevent  this  calamity,  the  Government  in- '  there  was  none.  To  assume,  then,  that  the  assent  of 
terposed.  and  by  an  act  of  Uberaiity  having  few  parallels  >  each  individual  was  ^ven  under  circumstances  like 
in  Mtovy,  arrested  the  forfeitures  t  authorized  the  re- 1  these,  appears  to  my  mmd  harsh  and  unjust.   But  it  is 


liaqiaabmcnt  of  lands  for  which  the  purchasers  were  un- 
sUe  to  ;»y ;  and  the  application  of  whatever  sums  had 
been  paid  to  the  pannent  of  so  much  only  as  they 
tbou^ht  proper  to  retain ;  cancelled  the  accumulated  iii> 
tcmt :  extended  the  term  of  crettit  fin-  that  poHion  of 
the  hnds  retained  ;  and  by  a  subsequent  act  passed  in 


alleged,  in  extenuation,  that  the  compromise  was  made 
upon  the  petition  of  the  officers  themselves.  Let  this  be 
admitted:  did  the  application  for  a  just  equivalent  for 
the  premised  li&IT  pay  for  life,  confer  on  Congress  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  terms  *   Will  it  justify  the  allow- 

lev  were  eniillMl  >  Will 


ance  of  less  than  that  to  which  they  were  entitled  ?  Will 


imda, 
Kor 

lands  Was  reduced'from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twentj-fire  cents ;  and  he  who  had  surrendered  lands 
pare  based  at  the  highest  sum  was  enabled  to  re-enter 
rik«  same  hndi,  if  not  sold  at  public  sale,  at  the  reduced 
pnce.  Sir,  saiid  Mr.  V.  B.,  by  the  best  estimate  that  I 
an  able  to  make  on  referring  to  the  only  document* 
widun  tny  reach,  this  donation  to  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
Bc  lands  could  not  hare  been  less  than  tevm  million*  and 
a  ka^ and  probably  has  not  been  short  of  im  miUiam  oj 


of  these  brave  and  high-minded  men,  in  whatever  li^it 
yon  please;  examine  their  conduct  by  die  strictest  scruti- 
ny, anO  you  will  always  find  them  exhibiting  the  purest 
principles  and  the  most  elevated  patriotism.  The  half 
pay  establishment  for  life,  was,  at  that  time,  considered 
by  the  ardent  advocates  for  liberty,  as  leading  to  the  for- 
mation of  an  aristocratic  body,  and  therefore,  subversive 
of  the  prindples  of  the  revolution.  An  intimation  like 
thi^inthe  infiincy  of  our  institutions,  however  ground- 


Aftirs.  Bat  the  exact  amount  is  not  material  to  the  ein-  less  in  itself,  was  sufficient  to  excite  alarm.  T^e  dan 
adistion  of  the  principle  A«m  which  it  flowed  t  and  i  n  .  gera  of  the  past  were  overiooked  in  the  appreh«n»on  tat 
caoaidering  its  rahie,  who,  that  can'  cast  his  eyes  upon  ;  the  futuret  the  measure  was  reprobated,  and  these  me- 
those  extensive  refrions, where  tranquillity  hsasucceeded  '  ritorious  officers  became  the  objects  nf  unfounded  jeal- 


totfisqaietude,  and  prosperity  to  ruin,  will  attempt  to 
estimate  it  by  Ihe  scale  of  dollars  and  cents  ? 

It  appear^  then,  sud  Mr.  V.  11.,  that  it  has  not  been 
the  practiee  of  the  Government  to  act  the  part  of  Shy- 
loA  with  its  citizens ;  and  God  forbid  that  it  should 
make  its  dAut,  on  the  present  occasion,  not  so  much  in 


ousy.  To  quiet  these  imrcasonable  fears,  the  petition- 
ers expressed  their  willingness  to  waive  the  literal  ftil- 
fllment  of  the  promise  which  had  been  given:  to  remove 
the  cause  which  could  have  a  tendency-  to  deprive  them 
of  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-ciUsens:  to  surrender  the 
boon  they  had  so  dearly  ptirchasedt  and,  in  addition  to 


the  character  of  a  merciless  creditor,  as  a  reluctant,  i  alt  that  they  had  done,  and  to  all  that  they  had  suffered, 

thoi^  wealthy,  debtor ;  withholding  the  merited  pit-  »«'>''■"■•"•*—•-  *  *u.  .i. — » 

taoce  from  those  to  whose  noble  danng  and  unrivalled 
Mxaitt  we  arc  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  sitting  in 
jodgment  on  their  c1aims|  and  mamesting  more  sensibili- 
ty for  the  purcbasen  of  our  lands  than  for  those  by  whose 
brarerf  they  were  won;  and,  but  for  whAse  achieve- 
nests,  tikcse  very  purchaser^  instead  of  being  the  pro- 
prietors of  their  soil,  and  the  citizens  of  free  and  sover- 
eign States,  might  now  be  the  miserable  vassals  of  some 
wtldess  &vonte  of  arbitrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  to  the  Rcvohitionary  offi- 
cers than  to  other  classes  of  the  community,  let  us  at  least 
testify  our  gratitude  by  relieving  their  sufferings,  and 
wtutBiag  a  portion  of  those  immense  guns  which  have 
been  the  ghrions  fhiita  of  their  toil,  and  of  their  blood. 

Socb,  avd  Mr.  V.  B.  would,  in  his  judgment  be  a  cor- 
RCt  view  of  the  subject,  had  the  gnvemment  relieved 
'asdffrom  an  further  liability  by  the  most  ample  and  un- 
nceptiooabfe  performance  trf'^  its  stipulations.  Itow 
mcb  strmyrr,  then,  will  he  their  appeal  to  your  justice. 


to  offer  up  theb-  future  prospects  upon  the  altar  of  their 
country.  And  could  any  thing  be  more  preposterous 
than  to  attempt  to  found  upon  an  act,  originating  in  mo- 
tives like  these,  the  right  to  prescribe  the  t«-ms  of  com- 
mutation >  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officers  received 
the  cwnmutation  certificates,  and,  by  doing  so,  must  be 
presumed  to  luve  assented  to  their  being  con^ered  a 
full  satisfaction  of  their  demands.  This  inference  wa% 
in  his  opinion,  removed  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  certificates  were  given.  These  drcum- 
stances  said  Mr.  V.  B.  are  not  unworthy  of  the  delibe- 
rate attention  of  the  Senate.  Previous  to  October,  1783, 
and  subsequent  to  the  time  when  the  signature  of  the 
nrelinunaty  articles  of  peace  was  known  to  the  army, 
nequent  applications  hsd  been  made,  in  their  behalf,  to 
Congress,  for  an  adjustment  of  accounts,  and  payment  of 
the  large  arrearages  which  were  due.  These  applies- 
tions  were  (hiitless.  The  failure  of  the  States  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  deprived  that  body  of 
the  means  of  djhcharging  their  engagement-:  and  with  a 
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fiiU  Miue  of  the  services  and  privations  of  the  amy,  and 
of  the  injustice  they  were  about  to  commit,  Cong^ss 
were  on  the  point  of  disbanding^  them,  unpvd  and  unre- 

Suited,  and  sending  them  pennyless  and  almost  naked  to 
icir  homes.  The  effect  of  this  anticipated  measure  up- 
on miads  sennbiy  alive  to  indiffnity  and  injury  may  be 
easly  imagined:— At  the  moment  when  passion  might 
have  triumphed  over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by 
•a  anonymous  writer,  on  thMubject  of  their  wrongs,  with 
adenee  of  eloquence  calculated  to  redeem,  if  any  thing 
coold  redeem,  the  vicious  tendency  of  his  principles. 
He  admonished  them  of  the  futility  of  their  complaints, 
and  ut^d  them,  by  every  motive  tlut  could  be  address- 
ed to  their  hopes  and  to  their  fears,  to  change  the  sup- 
plicatotv  style  of  a  memorial  to  language  more  becoming 
those  wno  had  the  means  of  rcdresa  within  their  hands. 
At  that  nerUous  moment,  on  the  events  wlueh  were 
auflpended  the  hunor  of  the  army  and  the  future  welfare 
of  die  country,  their  commander-in-chief  appeared  a- 
mongst  them.  He  conjured  them  to  give  one  mure  dis- 
tinguished proof  of  unexampled  patriotism,  patience  and 
virtue)  to  nse  superior  to  the  most  complicated  suffer* 
ittgf,  and  by  tlie  dignity  of  their  conduct,  eive  posterity 
occasion  to  sa;^,  when  speaking  of  their  glorious  exam- 
ple— '*  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world  had  never 
"seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection,  whicli  human  nature 
"is  capable  of  attuning." 

They  listened  to  the  voice  of  their  beloved  command- 
er, followed  his  advice,  surrendered  their  arms — and 
sunk,  pennyless,  into  tlie  ranks  of  private  life.  In  the 
8oecee<Ung  month,  the  certificaUs  of  commutation  were 
tendered,  by  the  Pay-Master  Gcnend,  who  requested  on- 
ly an  acknowledgment  of  their  receipt,  while  m  relation 
to  the  final  settlement  certificates  for  their  pay,  he  re- 
quired a  full  dischat^e  of  their  demands.  The  certifi 
cates  Uius  tendered,  were  accepted,  and  in  almost  every 
case,  immediately  sold,  for  tlie  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
most  ui^nt  neceuities  of  nature,  lie  asked  the  Senate 
whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
a  great  and  magnanimous  people,  to  avul  themselves  of 
an  acceptance  extorted  by  circumstances  like  these;  and 
to  urge  it  as  sufBcient  to  bar  the  claims  of  justice,  and 
divest  their  protectors  in  the  hour  of  danger,  of  their 
stipulated  reward? 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  this  eommulaiiou  excited  no 
<Ussatiirfiiction  at  tlie  time;  tliat  the  complaints  upon  the 
subject,  are  of  recent  date,  and  now,  fur  the  first  time, 
thought  of  as  a  plausible  support  to  an  unfounded  claim. 
The  Senator  n-om  9.  (Mr.  Sxith,]  who  has  been  iro. 
pelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  assume  the  unpleasant  task 
of  Kealously  oppoung  the  bill  upon  your  table,  has  en- 
quired, with  much  apparent  triumph,  whether  a  single 
individual  couLl  be  pointed  out  wlio  had  refused  the 
commutation?  He  assured  the  wortliy  Senator  that  he 
bad  adopted  an  erroneous  imprearion.  When  tendered, 
it  was  received  with  umversal  discontent,  and  by  the 
junior  officers,  who  were  most  likely  to  be  injured,  with 
decided  reprobation.  Hod  an  opportunity  for  inquiry 
been  allowed,  he  h.td  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  desig- 
nate many  who  had  refused.  At  the  moment  he  could 
refer  the  senator  to  Major  Gatlsden,  of  liis  own  State, 
whose  petition  on  the  aubjeet  had  been  presented  to  the 
SenaU;  and  if  respect  for  the  feelings  of  an  honorable 
member  before  him,  did  not  render  it  improper  to  drag 
the  name  of  bis  venemblc  father  into  the  debate,  he 
could  name  another  veteran  soldier  of  the  Revolution,* 
the  confident  of  Wastiington  and  the  companion  of  La- 
fayette, who  had  served  his  country  bravely  and  effi- 
ciently througliout  tlie  war,  and  who  refused  to  receive 
the  commutation,  because  violating,  in  his  opinion,  the 
leading  principles  of  Uie  Revolution,  by  nibjecting  his 

•  C«l.  Mcl^nt,  of  Driawart. 


property  to  the  deciaion  <^  men  whom  he  had  never  an- 
thorised  to  act  in  his  name  or  stead.  But,  Sir,  said  Mr. 
V.  B .,  what  effect  did  the  supposed  injustice  of  his  coun- 
try have  on  this  veteran  soldier*  Did  it  in  the  least 
damp  his  ardor  in  her  cause?  By  no  means.  He  be- 
longed  to  a  different  school,  and  he  gave  tlie  moat  palpa- 
ble proof  of  the  enduring  quality  of  the  principle  of  that 
school  during  the  late  war.  On  learning  the  approach 
of  danger  he  repaired  to  thia  City.  On  the  disastrous 
day  ofBladerufmrghy  he  was  found,  at  the  advanced  age 
ofserentv,  on  horseback  in  tlie  field,  stimulating  to  ex- 
ertions, by  his  example  and  exhortation.  When  the 
danger  pressed  the  hardest  he  waited  on  the  military 
commander  of  the  day,  and  solicited  the  responubihty  for 
the  safety  of  the  City,  by  being  intrusted  with  the  po^ 
seanon  of  thia  capitol,  with  a  reaaonable  fine  for  its  de- 
fence. Denied  ill  his  application,  nunlified  and  huntilbt- 
cd  by  the  results  of  the  dsy,  he  (bund  his  way  back  to 
his  home  and  the  home  oThis  family,  where  he  still  tivea, 
blessed  with  the  esteem  of  his  friends,  and  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him. 

But  assuming,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  the  act  of  commuta- 
tion was  just,  in  its  inception,  wasitjust  in  itaexecutionf 
On  this  point,  he  thought  there  was  no  mom  foe  contra- 
riety of  opinion.  An  essential  difference,  he  observed, 
euated  between  the  claims  for  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  >nny,  and  those  arising  from  the  stipulation  of  half 
pay  for  life.  The  former  being  payable  during  the  war, 
when  it  was  known  that  the  finances  were  embatrasaed, 
were  properly  subject  to  the  depreciation  of  that  period. 
Out  the  promised  half  pay  for  life  wu  expected  to  sur- 
vive the  period  of  embarraaament,  and  tliereftm  to  b« 
payable  in  tli(  sound  currency  of  the  country.  Some  oT 
the  reasons  which  inclined  the  officers  to  accept  a  com- 
mutation have  already  been  noticed.  The  necessity  of 
obtaining  pecuniary  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  pursuits,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  inducement. 
To  effect  this  object,  it  was  obviously  necessary  that  the 
equ;valcnt  to  be  received  diould  be  prompuy  paid  or 
adequately  secured.  The  act  of  commutation  did  neither. 
It  is  surely  not  enough  to  aay  that  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress prescribed  that  tlte  commaUtion  of  five  years  full 
pay  should  be  paid  in  securities,  'inless  it  can  be  shown 
that  paper,  absolutely  worthless,  was  the  security  intend- 
ed. Can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  tiiat  Congress 
meant  to  deceive  their  bmve  deffenders,  by  holding  out  a 
"  promise  to  the  car,"  only  "  to  brieak  it  to  their  hopea*** 
No,  Sir,  they  meant  what  they  ezpresaed,  that  the  aecu- 
lities  should  be  real,  and  not  nominal;  their  repeated 
and  earnest  requisitions  upon  the  States  prove  their  in- 
tention; and  nothing  but  the  inherent  weaknesa  of  the 
government,  and  the  failure  of  the  States  to  comply  with 
the  requiritions  of  Congress— an  excuse  fortunately  not 
in  our  power  to  plead — prevented  that  venerated  body 
from  redeeming  their  engagemenla.  But  though  the 
depreciation  which  foUowed  waa  not  attributable  to  Con- 
gress, its  effect  upon  the  officers  was  not  the  less  fatal. 
Necessity,  that  waits  not  for  timea  or  aeasons,  compelled 
too  many  to  carry  their  certificates  into  market,  and  the 
amount  which  they  produced  served  but  to  realize  the 
destruction  <^  all  tlietr  hopes.  The  few  who  retained 
them  until  1791,  experienced  a  hias  not  leas  severe  than 
unexpected.  It  lutf  already  been  itated  that,  by  the 
operations  of  the  funding  ^tem,one-tbird  of  the  amount 
whicli  tiie  commutation  certificates  declared  to  be  due 
waa  deducted  by  the  government  The  reason  alleged 
for  a  measure  apparently  so  dcstntctive  of  public  confi- 
dence and  inttividual  lights,  waa  the  well  known  fiwt, 
that  by  far  the  greater  part>  Were  lield  by  speculators 
who  had  purchased  tiiem  at  an  inconsiderable  price. 
Mr.  Madison,  it  is  true*  endeavored  to  exempt  the  cer- 
.  tificatea  in  the  hands  of  Ae  ofBeets  fiwa  thia  deduction; 
but  having  failed  in  Ida  attempt,  the  least  necessitotit  of 
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the  officers  wefe  doomed  to  experience  a  dhninution  of 
their  alreaily  insufBcient  commutation* 
Tbb  set  m  commutation,  therefore,  is  clearly  liable  to' 

1st  of  not  being  a  just  equiralent  for  the  protnised 
balf-pay  foi*  Tife. 

3dly.  Ofhaving  been  effected  under  circumstances, 
and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which  deprive  it  of  all 
obrigatory  force,  and  entitle  the  ofiken  to  liberality  in- 
stead of  rigour. 

Sdly.  or  partial  and  defecUve  execution. 

ir,  said  Hr.  V.  B.,  no  other  obitacle  were  inlerjiosed 
to  the  claims  of  the  petitionen  than  those  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  fortified  as  they  are,  by  facts  not  suscepti- 
ble of  misconstruction,  and  resting  wpon  the  plain  and 
immatable  principles  of  justice,  no  doubt  could  be  en- 
tettuned  ot  your  favorable  deciuon.  But  he  was  appre- 
faenwve  tiiat  other  consideralions  would  have  their  influ- 
ence: that  the  claims  of  the  petitjonen  would  be  cloud- 
ed by  dangers  in  prospective;  and,  that  the  fear  of  eg. 
tabUsbtne  a  precedent  by  which  the  door  of  your  Trea- 
sury wo^d  be  unlocked  to  a  crowd  of  applicants  plead- 
ing Uieir  poverty,  and  urging  their  misfortunes,  may  in- 
duce you,  in  this  case,  to  resist  the  strongest  impulstsof 
your  Mstfts^  if  not  the  dictates  of  your  jtulgmeDts. 
Aawng  tfte  different  grounds  upon  which  uis  appre- 
benrion  is  (bunded,  a  leading  one,  he  said,  is,  "  Itut 
**the  bin  did  not  embrace  the  cases  of  private  soldiers, 
**  who  might  also  have  sustuned  ii^ustice,  and  whose 
"  serricca  were  not  less  ineritiHioua  than  those  of  the  of- 
"  ficers  themselves.** 


on  the  other ;  it  became  our  duty  as  public  men,  to 
know  no  distinctions  but  those  of  merit,  and  no  rule  but 
that  of  justice.  Was  it  true,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partiality  of  the  Government  had  indined  to  the  officer, 
m  preference  to  the  soldier  f  Is  it  not  evident,  on  the 
contrary,  tliat  in  every  case  the  former  has  been  treated 
with  distrust,  and  the  latter  with  indulgence.  Upon  what 
can  the  soldiers  predicate  a  claim  for  additional  compen- 
sation }  Upon  the  ground  of  the  depreciation,  ana  no 
other.  The  losses  of  the  officers,  on  tnis  account,  were 
as  much  greater  than  those  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative 
difference  of  their  pay  ;  and  yet  this  bill  contains  no  pro- 
vision in  their  favor  upon  that  subject.  This,  then,  can 
form  no  objection  to  the  proposed  allowance.  But,  sir, 
in  relation  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  officer  and 
soldier  when  they  enteretl  the  service,  General  Wasliinp- 
ton  informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  States,  contained  iti 
the  book  which  I  hi^  in  my  hand,  that  Uie  private  sol- 
<liers  liad  this  signal  advantage  over  the  officers.  They 
received  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  ftmn  the  Stated  by 
wliich  they  were  raised,  a  bounty  of  from  two  to  three 
hundred  dollars,  in  good  money,  or  proviaon  fw  their 
families.  No  buch  advances  were  received  by  tlie  officers. 
What,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  has  been  the  subsequent  con- 
duct of  the  Government  ^  The  average  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers calculating  from  a  colonel  downwards  was  forty  dol- 
lars permonth.  That  of  the  soldier  was  «z  dollars  and 
a  quarter. 

Now,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  allowanceto  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  reduced  to  poverty,  wb%  for- the  offi- 
cers, twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  for  the  soldiers  eight 


Before  I  proceed,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  to  consider  this  ob- 1  dollars  per  month.   Giving  to  the  officer  leait  than  half- 


jectioD,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two  in- 
odental  remarks.  A  variety  of  persona,  -  officers  of  tlie 
Anny,'who  had  not  served  to  the  end  of  tbe  war— pri- 
vate soldiers,  militia  officers,  and  citizens  who  had  bi  Tne 
the privalioosof  that  period,hadbeensuccesi(iveIy  broi  ght 
in  review  before  the  Senate;  and  their  lasses  and  su:l(:r- 
ings,  after  having  been  forcibly  depicted,  were  ui^ed  as  a 
reason  for  the  rejection  of  the  chum  of  the  pctitioneis. 

If, said  Mr.  V.  B.,  any  thing  could  ^^gravate  the  injus- 
tice already  inflicted  upon  the  petitioners,  it  would  be 
an  objection  like  this.  Had  the  claims  of  the  persona 
alluded  to  been  similar  to  those  of  the  petitioners,  the 
aipunent  derived  from  an  equality  of  right  would  be 
entitled  to  altention^but  if  disumilnr,  let  them  be  dis- 
joionl.  The  allowanee  of  tbe  one  can  constitute  no 
nemd  for  the  admisuon  the  other;  and  by  uniting 
awm  together,  you  throw  upon  the  petitioners  the  mis- 
fectones  ofothen^  (misfortunes  for  which  they  are  In  no 
sense  responnble,)  in  addition  to  their  own. 

Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  it  is  easy  to  demonstrate 
that  BO  similarity  exists.  What  is  the  object  of  this  bill? 
To  repair  a  wrong  in  not  having  given  a  just  equivalent 
in  satiafoetion  tis  a  promise  irf  huf  pay  for  life.  Uo  the 
olsima  of  any  others  rest  upon  a  basis  like  this?  Is  it  al- 
kged  that  an;^  such  or  similar  engagement  was  made 
With  the  soldier^  Most  assuredly  uot.  If,  then,  no 
ttmilarity  exist,  an  attempt  to  connect  them  would  be 
plainly  unjuiit. 

1  am  aware,  su4  Mr.  V.  B.  of  the  imposing  character 
of  the  argument  that  has  been  urged  in  &vor  of  the  claims 
of  the  common  soldier.  In  a  Government  like  ours,  ap- 
peals in  their  favor  cannot  be  made  without  effect.  They 
derive  their  force  from  tliat  all  pervading  jealousy  of 
power,  which  is  generally  supposed  to  be  the  concomi- 
tant of  official  station  and  accidental  ele^'atioo.  Although 
not  insensible  to  its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
emnplajn  of  iu  effect ;  and  when  properly  directetl  or 
controlled,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  tbe  successfol 
opcnAkm  of  our  poUticat  system. 

But,  air,  said  l|n  V.-B.,  instead  of  yielding  our  judg- 
flWBts  to  fmx  on  ttie  one  hand,  or  improper  pK^dlce 
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p&y,  and  to  the  soldier,  more  than  foil  pay.  So,  said  he, 
would  it  ever  be.  Whatever  might  be  uie  declamatory 
appeals  upon  this  subject,  there  was  no  danger  that  the 
partiality  of  Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  fur  the 
officer,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  fair  claims  of  the  soldier. 
To  prevent  misapprehension,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  I  will  pro- 
ceed further.  I  have  said,  that  1  am  not  insensible  to  the 
feeling  wliich  had  been  so  strongly  pressed  into  the  ar- 
gument. As  an  evidence  of  the  aincMity  with  which  he 
spoke,  he  exprened  his  williiwncss  to  adopt  any  measure 
in  favor  of  the  soldier,  that  the  gentleman  opposed  to 
him,  could  reasonably  desire.  Mobt  of  the  soldien,  said  , 
Mr.  V.  B.,  had  been  placed  upon  the  pension  list  The 
limited  number  who  had  not,  must  avenge  seventy  yean 
of  age.  Let,  said  he,  a  section  be  prepared,  placing  all 
who  had  enlisted  for  the  war,  upon  the  pension  UM,  «t 
eight  dollars  per  month,  without  requiring  endence  of 
poverty.  For  a  measure  like  this,  he  wouU  readily  vote  t 
if  even  more  were  proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deli- 
berate attention,  and  if  posnble,  his  concurrence.  Frauds 
might  be  practised ;  but  they  would,  of  nccesrity,  be  of 
stiort  duration.  Even  now,  the  expense  woidd  not  be 
felt ;  in  a  f^w  years  it  would  cease  to  be  remembered  < 
while  the  fiime  that  would  attend  it,  would  ^stitute  one 
of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  posterity  that  Can  be  left 
behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  oppoung  the  bill  because  it  contains 
no  provision  for  tbe  soldier,  might  he  not  with  some  pro- 
priety ask  of  gentlemen  to  propose  a  remedy  for  this  de- 
fect, and  not  condemn  for  omission— whim  making  no 
effort  to  have  that  omisrion  suppGed  ? 

Another  cause  of  apprehension  from  this  bill,  as  a  pre- 
cedent,  arisea  from  tbe  supposition  that  if  it  be  intended 
to  provide  for  losses  incurred  by  the  depredation  of  com- 
mutation certificates,  the  Government  will  be  bound  t* 
'compensate  for  umilar  losses,  whether  incurred  by  tbe 
Army  or  the  public  cretUtots.  These  fears,  said  Mr.  V. 
B.  I  consider  visionary.  The  bill  does  not  propose  a 
compensation  on  account  of  depreciation.  This  would 
be  impracticable,  because  no  data  could  be  obtained  by 
wbkh  aa  estimate  could  be  formed  to  jui%  a  legMativo 
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act.  The  depreciation  of  tlie  commutation  certificates 
has  been  referred  to  aolcl^  for  the  plirpOae  of  enforcing 
the  equity  of  a  clum  originating  in  a  contract,  never  sa-. 
tisfied  by  the  act  of  commutation,  but  from  which  you 
are  legally  absolved  by  the  acta  of  limitation.  .Until  the 
soldiers  can  plead  a  similar  contract,  and  the  equitable 
considerations  which  the  officers  have  iii^d,  triey  can 
have  no  right  to  place  their  claims  on  an  equal  footing. 
Still  less,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  can  it  be  said  that  this  bill 
will  aflbrd  a  pretext  for  re\iving  the  dormant  claims  of 
the  public  creditors.  Their  case  n  widely  different  from 
that  of  either  the  ofRcers  or  the  soldiers.  While  the 
pay  of  the  Army  was  fixed  and  stationary,  its  uctual  value 
was  rcducetl  by  the  depreciation  of  currency,  which  they 
were  compelled  to  receive  at  par.  But  the  suppliers  of 
the  Army  the  great  mass  of  public  creditors,  regulated 
their  contracts  by  the  fluctuations  in  which  they  expect- 
ed to  be  paid,  and  the  prices  demanded  bore  an  exact 
proportion  to  its  depreciation  in  market. 

It  has  been  ui^d,  too,  as  an  objection,  that  proviaioii 
had  not  been  made  for  the  officers  who  did  not  serve  to 
the  doie  ofthe  war»  and  for  the  militia.  It  was  sufficient 
tony  that  with  them  the  government  had  entered  into 
no  tuch  engagement.  The  lurriving  officers  of  Hie  re* 
Tolutkm,  vno  had  been  called  from  service  before  the 
end  ofthe  war,  generally  by  public  considerations,  would 
not,  he  was  persuaded,  repme  at  the  success  of  their 
brethren  in  arms,  or  make  it  the  basis  of  unfounded  com. 
plaint.  It  has  been  Mated  l>y  the  venerable  and  worthy 
Senator  before  me,  f  Gen.  S.  SMfra*]  Uiat  this  bill  wilt  not 
embrace  his  case,  for  the  reasons  he  has  given.  Who 
would  have  more  cause  to  complain  than  he, 'if,  indeed, 
any  cause  could  be  found  in  the  measure  proposed/  Of 
his  conduct  and  services  in  two  wars,  it  would  be  super 


ed  by  the  government  for  justifiable  ends,,  might  be  re- 
moved, at  the  option  of  the  government,  only  in  the 
cases  which  policy  and  justice  might  demand,  tt  has  a 
perfect  right  to  permit  it  to  operate  upon  the  officen^ 
thejr  widows,  or  their  heirs— and  neither  might,  in  strict- 
ness, have  a  legal  ground  of  complaint.  1  have  endea- 
vored, said  Mr.  V.  B.  to  show  that  equity  requires,  and 
policy  does  not  forbid  the  allowance  proposed  for  the 
surviving  officers.  The  claims  of  the  widows,  stood,  in 
his  opinion,  on  a  different  foundation.  But  he  should 
not  be  willing,  for  one,  to  oppose  them.  Their  number 
must  be  smnll ;  not  half  as  great,  in  all  probability,  as 
that  of  surviving  officers  ;  say  one  hundred  at  the  outside, 
(live  them  a  gratuity  of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  each  ; 
and  if  necessary',  deduct  it  from  the  turn  you  would  other- 
wise give  to  tlie  surviving  otficets.  They,  he  was  well 
assured,  would  not  utter  a  complaint.  On  the  contraiy, 
the  value  of  what  ihey  received,  would  be  doubly  en- 
hanced by  the  cause  of  the  deduction.  1'he  supposed 
claims  of  the  heirs  could  not  be  presented  to  your  atten- 
tion with  equal  force .  Ofthe  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  officen  of  the  re  volutioii,two  thousand  two 
huodred  andfltfyare  no  more.  Their  temporal  interest^ 
whatever  they  were*  have  been  distributed,  in  aorae 
cases,  among  successive  generations.  To  ascertain  and 
distribute  the  respective  shares,  to  which  the  heirs  would 
be  entitled,  of  the  small  amount  now  propObc-d  to  be 
given,  if  not  wholly  impracticnbic,  would  in^  u  .  e  an  ex- 
pense tliat  would  consume  the  means  of  jour  bounty 
and  without  b«ng  productive  of  substantial  benefit 
your  resources  would  he  exhausted.  But,  said  he,  these 
are  coiiuderations  of  an  inferior  chBnictt;r,  founded  on 
expediency  only.  Your  refusal  to  grant  to  the  heirs,  may 
be  placed  on  the  highest  gi-ouncl  of  principle.  What- 


fluous  to  speak.  They  are  fiimiliar  to  us  kl\ ;  and  he  ever  >  ou  now  do  in  favor  of  the  ofi:  'cr,  must  be  voIunU- 
wished  he  could  add,  had  been  as  well  appreciated  by  the  I  ry,  proceeding  from  your  liberality  and  gratitude.  All 


Union  as  by  the  State  whose  interests  he  liad  promoted 
in  peace,  aiid  whose  safety  he  had  defended  in  war.  The 
solicitude  which  be  had  manifested  for  the  friends  of  his 
youth,  and  his  companions  in  danger,  must  have  awaken- 
ed the  senmbilities  of  those  who  witnessed  it ;  while  his 
zealous,  though  disinterested  support  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  constituted  a  convincing  proof  that  it  would 
be  viewed  b^  other*,  who  might  he  excluded  from  its 
provieifHis,  with  eqiwl  satisfaction. 

The  last,  md,  to  his  mind,  the  ttrongeat  objection  a- 
gunatthe  passage  of  this  bill,  wuHs  making  no  provirion 
nr  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  ufficen^  who 
were  entitled  to  half-pay.  By  whom,  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B. 
has  this  objection  been  adduced  f  By  the  parties  them- 
selves *  No,  Sir  I  by  those  who  have  had  no  conference 
with  the  parties.  Do  they  advocate  the  claims  of  the 
hdrs  and  widows  because  they  have  heretofore  been  im< 
portunate  for  relief.^  No,  Siri  from  the  first  agitation  of 
this  question,  in  IBIO,  to  the  present  moment,  be  was  au- 
thorized, he  believed,  to  say.  that  not  a  single  petition 
had  been  presented  in  their  behalf.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B., 
we  resist  the  claims  of  the  living  by  cxorcinng  the  spirits 
of  the  dead.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  declares  that 
he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill,  because  the  heirs  and  widows 
are  not  included,  and  that  he  vould  not  vote  for  it,  if 
they  were.  It  has  been  asked  by  the  Senator  from  Soutii 
Carolina, whether  a  positive  debt,  a  vested  interest,  does 
not  descend  to  the  heir,  and  whether  a  government,  any 
more  tiian  an  individual,  is  discharged  by  the  death  of  iu 
creditor  >  The  objection  thus  presented  is  plausible  in 
appearance,  but  he  was  persuaded,  easily  surmounted. 
He  bad  already,  in  his  opinion,  given  a  satisfiictory  an- 
swer. Whatever  mig^t  bare  been  the  original  character 
ofthe  chum,  it  could  no  longer  be  regarded  as  legally 
binding  on  the  government.  It  was  barred  by  the  statute 


other  obUgations  have  been  cut  oifby  time.  All  vfrnr 
endowments  springing  from  such  motives,  being  fur  the 
reward  of  perijunal  services,  may  with  propriety  be  con* 
fined  to  those  by  whom  tiiose  services  were  rendered. 
This,  said  he,  is  nut  a  new  principle  in  your  legislation. 
It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of  ISltt,  prtrviding,  not 
for  the  heirs,  but  certain  portion^  of  the  revolutionary 
officers  and  soldiers,  by  the  operation  of  which,  millions 
have  in  bis  opinion  been  beneficially  applied.  It  was 
called  indeed  a  pennon  act.  but  with  no  more4)ropriety, 
according  to  the  cstabliihed  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  the  bill  upon  }our  table. 

What,  according  to  these  principles,  are  the  groujids 
upon  which  pensions  have  been  granted  ?  They  were, 
exclusively,  disability  produced  by  known  aounds  re- 
ceived in  the  public  service,  and  half  pay  for  a  liniited 
time,  to  the  widow  and  inbnt  children  of  those  who  had 
fallcu  in  action.  Since  the  date  of  our  independence, 
theae  only  have  been  the  legal  and  appropriate  causes 
for  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners.  The  annual 
allowance  to  a  limited  number  of  the  ofllcL  rsand  soldiers 
of  the  revolutionary  army,  by  the  act  of  1 8 1 S,  was  found- 
ed on  no  such  consideration,  otherwise  the  widows  and 
orphans  ofthe  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  would  have 
been  as  much  entitled  to  your  bounlyastliey  can  be  now. 
They  did  not  receive  it  i'and  the  only  justifiable  leaaon 
which  could  then  have  been  given,  was  the  one  which 
may  now  be  assigned.  Vou  had  a  right  to  make  your 
donation  personal.  You  had  a  right  to  enlarge  or  con- 
tract the  circle  of  your  beneficence,  according  to  your 
own  views  ofthe  state  of  your  treasurj-,  the  exigencies  of 
society,  and  the  claims  of  humanity.  Among  the  moat 
powerful  motives  for  its  adoption,  was  a  desire  to  rea- 
cue  the  country  from  the  reproach  uf  seeing  those  to 
whcm  it  was  indebted  for  its  liberties,  tiirown,  in  the 


of  limitations—a  measure  sometimes  harsh,  but  not  the  evening  of  their  days,  amidst  the  ppjsperitv  they  had  been 
lets  founded  in  puUcy  and  justice.  lliissircM,  interpos-j  iualrumental  in  producing,  upon  the  col^  cltaritics  an 
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un^Enx*  world.  It  wis  to  prevent  the  vivid  snd  heart- 
rentSn^  picture  (jf  Roman  ingratilutle,  which,  though  the 
WT^ntion  of  modern  daji,  has  so  long  interested  the 
worid,  from  being-  only  descriptive  of  real  life  in  the 
Mreets  of  this  proiid  cxpitaL 

Mr.  V.  B.  Bttid  he  would  say  nothing'  u  to  the  amount 
PuU  justice  had  alrea^^y  been  done  to  tliat  subject.  The 
^nend  object  waa  to  make  up,  in  part,  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  officfer^  out  of  the  profits  made  by  the  govern- 
nent,  by  the  suc(»arfiil  retult  of  its  compromise  with 
them.  Let  us,  therefore,  nid  he,  pass  the  bill  upon 
your  tsb'e.  Let  this  body  have  tlie  credit  of  originating 
it.  Let  no  narrow  or  weak  views  impede  our  course. 
No  matter  where  those  honorable  and  patriotic  men  are 
from  ;  whether  from  the  North  or  the  South,  the  Cast  or 
the  West ;  whether  from  the  old  States  or  the  new.  In 
every  Stale  where  the  blessings  of  a  free  government  are 
enjoyed,  there  they  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  habitation, 
that  could  not  fiul  to  work  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that  by  the  list  sub' 
mitted,  it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  the  officers  resided 
in  sereti  of  th-new  States,  and  he  wu  not  sorry  for  it.  If 
he  were  not  deceived  in  the  character  as  well  of  the  peo- 

81e  of  tboK  States,  as  of  their  representativea  on  that 
oor,  they  would  rejoice  that  an  opportunity  was  thus 
presented  to  e'nnce  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  re- 
volution, and  tlieir  gratitude  for  the  aer*-icca  of  those  who 
fought  our  battles  in  that  day,  without  even  a  suspicion 
of  a  selfish  or  local  object.  This  will  be  the  more  grati- 
fying to  them,  because  il  was  not  their  good  fortune,  as 
States,  to  be  in  a  utuation  to  take  part  in  that  great  stnig- 
gle,  out  of  which  grew  this  mighty  empire,  and  all  the 
blesaings  of  civil  ami  religious  liberty,  that  we  now  so  pre> 
eminently  enjoy.  He  had  not  a  dsubt  that  all  that  re- 
mained for  them  to  do,  they  would  do  well.  If  evidence 
of  the  fact  were  wanting,  be  had  only  to  allude  to  the 
■mall  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  which  alone  had  in. 
stnicted  her  representatives  on  that  floor,  upon  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  in  a  spirit  reflecting  ujpon  her^ 
•elf  the  higliest  credit,  and  affording  tiie  most  flattering 
prcs^  of  her  fiiture  greatness. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said,  that  he  waa  distressed  by  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  had  already  trespassed  too  much  upon  the 
kind  indulgence  nf  the  Senate.  In  any  otlier  case  be 
would  have  considered  it  reprehensible  to  have  done  so. 
He  would  therefore  (altfiough  there  were  yet  niany  con- 
siderations which  he  intended  to  have  urged,)  draw  his 
(diservationG  to  a  close.  There  was,  however,  one  point 
upon  which  he  felt  too  much  solicitude  to  suffer  it  to 
pass  nnnoticcd.  If  by  any  one  he  had  been  understrod 
as  casting  aught  of  censure  or  reproach  upon  the  old 
Congress,  he  denred  to  correct  so  erroneous  an  impres- 
mm.  He  could  not  indeed  have  done  sn  consistently 
with  his  own  long  chcrislied  opinions.  On  the  contrary, 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  world  ever  witnessed,  or  ever 
again  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  patriotic  or  cn- 
t^tened.  He  would  not  believe  that  it  was  in  their  na- 
ture  to  be  indifierent  to  the  just  claims  of  the  revolution- 
ary army.  The  question  with  them  was  not  what  they 
Would,  but  what  they  could  do.  llie  embamusmeiiU 
under  which  they  labored  from  want  of  power,  and  th,e 
backwardness  the  States,  who  themselves  were 
itru^ling  against  the  ezbausting  effects  of  a  cniel, 
bloody  and  protracted  war,  were  known  to  all-  As  little 
did  he  wish  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  counsels  of  the 
nation.  Every  thing  could  not  be  done  at  once.  Much 
had  been  done  under  the  prelent  Constitution,  to  satisfy 
the  claima  of  justice,  and  vindicate  the  character  of  the 
lepubiic.  It  IB  our  good  fortune  that  something  still  re- 
mains for  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it,  you  will 
■m  beyond  the  wishes  of  your  constitucms — your  feel- 
ings lag  behind  them.  Speaking  for  his  immediate  con- 
itihtcnts— and  he  had  nut  the  presumption  to  suppose 
that  they  vcr*  more  Just  or  pubUe  tpirited  than  their 


neighbors— for  Ibem  be  could  say,  with  confidence,  that, 
having  some  share  in  the  national  funds,  and  conttibtit- 
ing  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their, amount,  they  would 
willingly  pour  them  out,  like  water,  in  a  cause  so  right- 
eous. With  them,  a  million  more  or  less  of  public  debt, 
compared  with  thepreser\-ation  nf  the  public  faith,  would 
be  as  nothing.  He  gloried  in  the  consciousness  that  be 
was  a  representative  of  a  people  influenced  by  such  ele- 
vated sentiments.  .  Every  dayi  Baid  he,  makes  the  rem- 
nant of  this  band  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the  American 
people.  When  that  period  arrives — which  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  may  expect  to  see — when  the  last  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revoluttonaty  army  shall  be  called  from  time 
to  eternity,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  keen  regret,  and  self 
reproach,  i^  upon  a  review  of  the  past,  it  shall  appear 
that  atqr  tiling  n-as  omitted  that  ought  to  have  been  done^ 
to  smooth  ttitir  passage  to  the  tomb. 

One  wwd  more,  and  he  had  done.  The  Senator  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Cha:tdlzb,]  who,  although  he  had  lost  hia 
lather  in  the  struggle,  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  (and  there 
was  no  man,  he  believed,  who  more  implicitly  followed 
his  sense  of  duty,)  to  oppose  the  bill,  had,  with  his  char- 
acteristic shrewdness  and  pertinency,  asked— did  Gen- 
eral Washington,  whilst  at  the  head  of  Government,  ever 
recommend  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  Congress  ?  The 
worthy  Senator  well  knew  what  the  answer  must  be,  and 
the  train  of  reflections  it  would  give  rise  to.  Gcheral 
Washington  did  not — but  why  *  Before  and  after  the 
war,  he  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  Slates  sensible  of 
wliat  was  due  to  the  officers  on  this  very  point.  His  let- 
ters liave  been  read.  He  urged  them  by  all  the  codiu- 
derations  that  belonged  to  the  subject,  to  act  efficiently 
for  their  relief.  He  failed.  After  he  came  into  the  yov- 
ernment,  the  officers  themselves  evinced  no  disposition 
to  revive  their  claims,  and  it  certainly  u  outd  not  have  be- 
come btm  to  be  the  first  to  bring  tliem  forward.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  wh^  the  officers  were,  at  that  day, 
willing  to  avoid  all  apj^catioiu  for  pecuniary  aid.  New 
prospects  opened-— tney  were  probably  not  exempt  from 
those  feelings  of  ambition  and  nope  ofpreferment,  which 
actuate  mankind.  They  have  out-Uved  them,  and  they 
humbly  a^  for  justice.  But,  Sir,  what  was  the  language 
of  the  Father  of  bis  Country,  when  the  subject  was  an 
open  one  *  In  his  circular  of  June,  1783,  to  the  Govern- 
ors trf"  the  States,  he  said  : — "  The  provision  of  half  pay 
fiff  life,  as  promised  by  the  resolution  of  Cbngresa,  waa 
'*  a  reasoiubh  compensation  offered  at  a  time  when  Con- 
"  gress  Iiiid  nothing  else  to  give  to  the  officers  for  servl- 
"  ces  then  to  be  performed  (  it  was  the  price  of  their 
"  blood  and  your  independence,  and  as  a  debt  of  honor,  it 
"  can  never  be  cancelled  until  it  be  fairly  discharged.'* 
One  question,  said  Mr.  V.  M.,  and  I  have  done.  Has 
itbeenmiHy  discharged  t 

Mr.  PARltIS  was  disposed,  he  said,  to  withdraw  Ilia 
amendment,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  renew  it.  While  up,  he  would  remark 
that  it  waa  true  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  paid  ;  but  there  are  many  who  have  not  been  paid« 
and  who  never  wtU  be  paid,  unless  they  are  paid  now, 
ude  by  side  with  their  officers.  It  is  tlie  officers  akme 
who  have  kept  the  claims  of  the  soldiers  aUve.  The  sol- 
diers cannot  meet  in  conventions,  issue  circulars,  frame 
memorials,  and  get  up  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
acting  on  the  public  sympathy.  It  They  do  not  succee<l 
with  the  officers,  their  claims  are  lost.  He  withdrew  his 
motion,  but  should  renew  it  when  the  question  had  been 
taken  on  the  bill  as  reported. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filfing  the  blank  witli 
$  1,100,000. 

Mr.  RUGGLKS  could  not  vote,  he  said,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers.  He  thought, 
also,  that  those  officers  who,  on  the  first  alarm  of  war, 
left  the  plough  for  the  ranks,  were  as  well  entitled  to  ro< 
munetation  as  the  oflleeii  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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Mr.  SMITH,  o£  Maryland,  was,  he  said,  one  of  those 
ofBcen  who  entered  the  army  at  an  early  period,  and  re- 
aigned  before  the  close  of  the  vrar.  He  had,  therefore, 
no  cl^m,  and  never  had  advanced  any.  None  who  left 
the  army  before  the  close  of  the  war  can  haie  any  claim. 
In  the  year  1778,  Genend  WAsaiwoTON  addressed  Con- 
ness  on  the  state  of  the  army,  which  was  near  dissolution. 
In  1779,  many  of  the  officers  resigned  )  and  to  prevent 
more  from  resigning,  the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No 
one,  then,  who  resigned  before  the  close  of  the  war,  can 
be  entitled  to  any  benefit  fhim  the  prorisions  of  that  act. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HARKISON  and 

woodbuhy— 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Skitb,  of  Marjrland, 
•aid,  that  many  meritorious  officers,  who  had  resigned 
before  the  close  of  the  war,  were  as  much  entitled  to 
remuneration  for  their  services,  as  any  who  had  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  wmdd  cite  the  case  of  an  of- 
ficer whom  he  knew  :  He  was  a  soldier  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill ;  and,  fop  his  gallantry,  received  a  com- 
mission as  a  Lieutenant  Hl-  was  for  some  time  engaged, 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  in  tlie  severest  enterprises 
of  the  war.  He  then  resigned  from  ill  health.  This  man 
fought  before  the  war  was  legalized  ;  he  fought,  in  its 
earnest  stmggles,  with  a  halter  about  his  neck.  Surely, 
upon  every  principle  of  justice,  he  was  as  much  entitk-d 
to  remuneration  a«  those  who  entered  after  him,  and  con- 
tlnuedto  the  close  of  the  war.  This  man  recently  died, 
nnd  left  a  helpless  family.  If  his  children  were  not  pro- 
vided for,  he  would  vote  for  no  provision. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  could  not  consent  to  give  a 
silent  vote,  afler  the  declaration  uf  the  faomn^ble  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  [Mr>  Fasat^,]  that  he  should  hereafter 
offer  the  amendment  which  he  had  just  withdrawn  :  and 
after  the  remarks  of  the  hononble  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  RvsRLts,]  that  he  eouhl  ntA  vote  for  filling  the  blank 
with  any  sum  until  a  provision  was  inserted  in  the  bill  fbr 
the  otherofHcers  and  soldiers  ofthe  Revolutionary  Army. 
The  only  difficulty,  Mr.  C.  had  long  believed,  which 
would  be  opposed  to  the  recovery  oi  this  cUim,  was  the 
one  now  presented  by  the  proposed  course.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  good  sense  of  the  American  people,  or 
the  justice  of  Congress,  could  ever  permit  a  direct  rejec- 
tion ofthis  claim.  He  was  only  apprehensive,  therefore,  of 
the  indirect  mode  of  stuck,  whicli  had  heretofore  prov- 
ed fatal.  For  a  long  series  uf  years  these  claimants  hare 
addressed  themselves  to  the  liberality,  to  tlt^  generosity 
and  to  the  charity  of  the  Government.  They  had  asso- 
ciated themselves  in  this  appeal  with  other  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  had  stirrounded 
their  case  with  all  the  material,  and  had  connected  uith 
it  all  the  considerations  which  could  operate  upon  ihe 
sympathies  and  sensibilities  of  a  noble  and  generous  na- 
tion. They  had  told  over  the  well  known  story  of  the 
hardships  and  sufferings  of  a  Revolutionary  war,  the 
scars,  tne  wounds,  the  hunger  and  nakedness  and  pover- 
ty— the  courage  and  constancy  of  those  who  fought  and 
bled  in  that  mighty  struggle  which  resulted  in  securing 
to  us  the  means  of  enjoying  every  civil  and  political  bless- 
ing. 'l*hey  appealed  in  vain.  Year  after  year  has  rolled 
«way,  and  age,  disease,  and  death,  have  tliinned  their 
numbers  to  a  little  remnant,  who  now  hover  over  the 
grave,  moat  of  them  in  Indigence  and  want  They  have 
now  made  a  last  eflfhit  to  engaf^  the  notice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment :  not  by  an  appeal  to  its  charitj  or  its  generosi- 
ty I  not  as  mendicants  asking  its  bounty  ;  not  as  petuion- 
ers,  sir.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maine,  [Mr-  Paekis,]  who  has  introduced  this  term,  that 
the  wealtti  of  this  nation  is  too  little  to  place  these  men 
in  that  character.  Exhaust  the  annual  revenue  ofihe 
nation  in  filling  their  coffers  and  multiplying  their  luxu- 
ries^ «id  ye^  auf,  the  present  generation  must  ever  re- 
mua  pmtioitrt  to  the  veterans  of  the  Berolution,  whose 


toil  and  blood  are  the  source  whence  this  revenue  is  de- 
rived. No,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  it  is  not  as  objects  of  charity, 
that  these  men  now  come,  l^cy  present  you  a  copy  of 
your  contract  t  they  tell  you  it  has  been  violated  to  their 
pecuniary  loss;  dial  the  obligation  of  the  Government 
has  not  been  redeemed,  and  they  give  a  statement  of  facts 
from  which  they  say  the  principles  of  acknowledged  law 
authorise  them  to  demand  satisfaction  at  your  hands. 
They  refer  to  the  page  and  letter  of  your  own  records, 
and  to  the  undisputra  histoiy  of  the  di^,  as  maUnf^  out 
a  case  which  calls  fin-  the  deeinon — ^the  judicial  decinon 
of  this  tribunal.  Does  any  honorable  member  on  this 
floor  dispute  the  facts,  or  deny  the  application  of  the 

Erinciplea  of  law  and  equity  to  those  &ct8  ?  This  would 
e  a  fair  and  legitimate  ground  of  discussion.  It  the  terms 
ofthe  contract  are  not  as  set  forth,  if  the  rules  which 
should  govern  that  contract  are  not  as  they  are  stated  to 
be,  let  inis  be  urged  as  a  reason  why  this  debt  should  not 
be  paid.  But  a  very  different  course  is  su^rested.  Other 
claims,  resting  on  other  grounds,  and  properly  to  be 
governed  by  other  considerations,  are  referred  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  debt  ought  not  to  be  paid  until  those 
other  claims  arc  ascertained  and  adjusted.  The  Govern- 
ment, like  an  individual,  ought  to  be  controlled  by  the 
gri  at  moral  principles  which  enter  into  all  pecuniaiy 
transactions.  Good  faith  and  the  observance  of  contiacts 
art  demanded  from  a  Government  to  the  same  extent  as 
from  an  individual.  Let,  then,  the  case  be  supposecif 
tlu  t  an  individual  is  applied  to  for  the  discharge  of  a  fair 
dot !  will  any  honorable  man  feel  himself  justified  in 
tuining  an  honest  creditor  from  his  door,  with  no  other 
rei  son  than  that  he  ia  indebted  to  sundry  other  indivi- 
du'ils,  in  large  amounts,  and  he  roust  ascertain  the  na- 
tuie  and  extent  of  his  engagements,  before  he  can  pay 
the  claim  which  is  presented  to  him  ?  and  if  the  creditor 
could  also  urge  his  pressing  necesutics,  his  indigence, 
his  age  and  decrepitude,  would  it  not  be  still  less  ex- 
cuabTe  to  repulse  him  with  such  an  evasive  rep'y  ?  And 
if  when  impelled  by  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  the  cre- 
ditor should  assert  and  tlie  debtor  concede  the  highly 
meritorious  nature  of  the  services  charged,  the  great 
peril  to  his  lifts  and  the  certain  destruction  to  hib  fortunes, 
which  were  encountered  in  the  performance,  and  the 
great  advantage  and  ftbundant  wealth  derived  by  him 
from  whom  was  asked  but  a  portion  of  that  price  wiiich, 
by  his  bond,  he  had  promised  to  pay,  woidd,  Mr.  C.  again 
inquired,  would  any  honorable  man  feel  excused  for 
again  repeating  his  refusal  to  discharge,  nay,  even  to 
examine  the  chdm,  until  other  transactions  wei-e  adjiist- 
ed,  involving  matters  having  no  connection  with  it  i 
Would  not  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  be  disgust- 
ed with  such  conduct,  and  merited  indignation  over' 
whelm  iU  author  ? 

Is  not,  such  the  case  of  these  officers  ?  They  claim  the 
same  privilege  wliich  is  extended  to  the  moat  mimble  in- 
dividual in  the  commumty — the  privilege  of  demandiiig 
justice  from  the  Government.  They  have  submitted,  in 
respectful  terms,'  an  argument  to  sustain  their  demand. 
Their  memorial  has  been  examined  by  an  intelligent 
committee,  and  the  exposition  bv  the  Chairman  appear- 
ed to  him  to  demonstrate  the  obfigation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  thfirdcbt.  Tu  the  arguments  thus  u^ed, 
and  to  his  mind  conclusively  urged,  no  member  of  the 
Senate  had  opposed  contrary  arguments,  and  in  that  state 
of  things  he  did  not  intend  to  add  one  word  more  on  that 
part  of  the  case.  His  object  was  to  resist  the  fatal  influ- 
ence of  proposed  amendments,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  ParxisI  must  pardon  him  for  say- 
ing were  calculated  to  destroy  atl  prospect  uf  final  success. 
The  gentleman  had  said,  and  no  doubt  with  great  sincerity, 
that  he  was  not  Influenced  by  a  motive  to  embarrass  this . 
bill  (  but,  let  the  motive  be  what  it  may,  such  is  the  ef- 
fect.   Belay  alone  Is  fatal.   The  few  surviving  patriots 
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vbo  nov  ftppW  for  a  poilion  of  their  debts,  are  rapidly 
^aappearii^  from  their  countiy  and  from  the  world  ; 
tbev,  too,  owe  a  debt  which  all  must  pay  to  nature's  law, 
and  which  will,  ere  lon^,  call  tliem  to  rewards  of  a  higti- 
er  order.   AH  they  can  hope  for  is  to  amooth  the  nigged 

Kth  which  separates  them  from  the  grave,  and  which, 
werer  Bh<»rt  Ute  distance,  is  beset  with  titoms  which 
age  and  infiimity  does  not  enable  them  to  remove  with< 
out  your  aid.  And  why  should  you  refuse  your  aid  ? 
The  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pamus  and 
Mr.  IUfosLis,]-dep1ore  a  separate  legislation  for  these 
officers,  aa  a  positive  injutrto  others.  Hr.  C.-said  he 
venerated  the  character  f»  the  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
nd  was  wilfinff  to  do  am|de  justice  to  every  cbua  dtem. 
No  man  woula  go  ftrther  in  extending  the  beneficence 
and  the  ctuoity  of  the  nation  to  those  persona.  But  th«r 
clamM  were  not  now  before  us. 

The  question  of  separate  Iqpalation  ought  to  have  been 
made  forty  years  ago,  and  more.    The  separate  legisla- 
tkm  of  the  old  Congress,  for  the  very  class  of  persons 
now  before  the  Ilouse,  formed  the  specific  subject  of 
their  cUrns.    On  matters  growing  out  of  tbe"  general  le- 
gidalxm  for  the  army,  they  clwmed  nothing.   I'hey  had 
sustained  equal  loss  by  depreciated  paper,  by  want  of 
pay,  by  wahfrof  food,  by  nakednessj  and  sufTeringa  of  va- 
rious kinds ;  these  they  encountered  in  common  with 
thf>tr  fellow  officers  and  fellow  soldiers :  and  for  these 
sufferings  be  should  be  pruud  to  aid  in  giving  some  com- 
pensation.   Yet  let  it  not  escape  the  attention  ot  the 
Senate*  that  these  claims  were  discarded  by  these  men  ; 
such  items  fbraied  no  put  of  the  account  rendmd.  Their 
demand  rested  on  specific  teparate  legislation,  which  no 
otfiw  officers  and  no  soldiers  in  the  army  had  arky  com- 
mon interest  in.   It  is  entirely  too  late,  therefore,  to  urge 
objections  to  separate  legislation.    Hr.  C.  SMd,  he  was 
equally  sarprised  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
pir.  R.]  theoljjection  be  had  alluded  to.    }t  was  in  the 
kwnv^^eorthe  Senate,  that  that  gentleman,  as  Chair- 
man fif  the  Corandttee  of  Claims,  was  frequently  called 
to  set  on  claims  preferred  by  individuals  who  had  sus- 
tained injury  during  the  late  war,  either  by  viobiljons  of 
coatntct  on  the  patt  of  the  government,  depredations  by 
the  enemy,  or  from  various  other  causes.    He  would  ask 
the  honorable  Chairman,  if  he  htd  ever  made  it  a  cause 
of  objef:tion  to  either  of  these  claims,  that  there  were  nu- 
nwniis other  claims,  arising  upon  the  same  or  somewhat 
ainjlar  principles,  yet  unsettled  f    He  knew  such  an  ob- 
jection had  never  been  urged,  and  could  never  have  been 
sustained.    It  was  as  competent  tu  these  individuals  as  to 
any  others,  to  have  separated  their  claims  t  and  if  one 
amongst  them  had  presented  tus  case  alone  to  tlie  Senate, 
Hr.  C.  did  not  perceive  how  they  could  have  refused  it 
their  notice.    The  other  officers  of  the  army*— the  sol- 
diers of  the  arrnVf  were  not  included  in  the  memorial. 
Those  officers  alone  believing,  and  he  thought  correct- 
that  their  case  did  not  resemble  the  case  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  not  embraced  by  the  resolution  of 
1780,  had  asked  an  examination  and  decision  of  the  rights 
of  those  who  were  included  by  the  terms  of  that  resalu> 
tion.   They  had  exerted  the  common  privil^a  ofeveiy 
oticen  in  asking  a  decision  upon  their  clums.   If  ftir^ 
examined  and  finally  rejected,  their  history  and  their 
character  did  not  permit  any  one  to  doubt  of  thex  acqui- 
escence.   The  memorials  of  their  virtues  were  too  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  history  of  the  nation,  and  the 
pfauulita  of  a  grateful  people  had  sounded  too  loudly  their 
pciises^  to  pemut  hia  feeble  voice  to  extend  the  circle  of 
their  fame  ;  but  he  would  say,  that  men  who  could  re- 
sist the  seductive  appeal  made  to  them  by  the  author  of 
the  Newburg  letters,  were  not  now  to  be  tauglit  obe- 
dience to  the  constituted  autlxwitiei^  or  rc«pect  -for  the 
laws  vfthe  land. 


He  had  declined  adding  one  word  to  the  argument  of 
the  Chairman  trf  the  Committee,  on  the  law  and  the  equi- 
ty of  the  claim.  Before  he  concluded,  however,  he 
would  remark,  that  the  sum  conclusively  demonstrated  to 
he  due  to  these  officers,  had  gone  into  the  treasury  of  the 
nation.  The  two-seventh  parts  of  their  pay,  not  includ* 
ed  in  their  certificates,  if  funded,  vthikl  nave  been  on  in- 
terest, according  to  tite  express  terms  of  the  contract. 
The  Treasury,  therefore,  is  by  so  much  the  less  indebt- 
ed t  and  the  sum  from  which  it  is  thus  relieved  has  been 
applied  to  other  objects,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  paid  by  other  ftinds-  An  arithmetical  calculation 
will  demonstrate  the  fact,  that  the  unpaid  two-seventh 
parts  of  the  amount  for  which  certificates  should  have 
been  issued,  and  the  loss  by  deferred  interest,  with  in- 
terest on  those  sums  to  this  period,  will  constitute  an  ^ 
gregate  greater  than  the  sum  now  proposed  by  thp  Com- 
mittee. This  sum,  therefore,  you  huM ;  this  sum  yod 
have  made  available  to  the  general  purposes  of  ^our  go- 
vernment J  and  it  is  surely  not  extravagant  in  these 
claimants,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  forty  years,  to  ask 
you  to  repay  to  them  this  forced  loan.  Mr.  C .  hoped,  for 
these  reasons,  that  the  blank  would  be  filled  with  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  comndttee,  and  that  die  Sen- 
ate would  stead&stly  renst  every  attempt  to  supeiadd 
amendments  to  the  bill. 


TmnsAt,  Jahcart  39,  1838. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  ftjllowing  memorial,  accom- 
panied with  an  affidavit,  from  B.  V.  Sparfaawk,  which  was 


read: 

7b  the  HmorabU  ihe  Senate  of  the  Untied  StaUt : 

The  Hemorial  of  the  undersigned  (accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  ol  the  bets]  humbly  riieweth,  that,  having  been 
subjected  to  insult  and  violence,  in  the  roopt  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  from  a 
person  called  DufF  Green,  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  on  Fri- 
day, the  2  jth  of  January,  instant  i  and  having  been  threat- 
ened by  said  Green  with  further  violence,  in  case  your 
Memonalistshould  "ever  write  a  line  about  him" — con- 
sidering that  said  violence  was  not,  in  any  manner,  provok- 
ed by  your  Hemoriaiist,  and  that  it  was  committed  within 
a  room  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  Senate  :  l*herefore,  your 
Memorialist  humbly  prays  that  such  notice  may  be  taken 
of  this  matter  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  your  honArable 
body,  comport  with  its  dienity,  and  extend  protection  to 
individuals  while  within  the  precincts  of  the  Senate. 

EDWARD  VERNON  SPARHAWK. 
Wailuvgtm  CUy,  Jan.  28, 1828.. 
The  affidavit  accompanying  the  memorial  was  read. 
Hr.  HARKS  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table  ; 
which  motion,  on  a  division,  was  lost. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  inquired,  what  question  was  before 
the  Senate. 

l^ie  CHAIR  observed,  that  it  was  an  application  laid 
before  the  Senate  by  him,  at  the  request  of^  the  Memorial- 
ist, and  it  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  them. 

Mr  COBB  said  it  was  a  very  grace  su^^eef,  and  he 
would  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary t  but  was  understood  to  have  withdrawn  the  motion. 

Mr.  MACON  said  be  thought  the  matter  worthy  in- 
quiry \  and  he  should  be  in  &vor  of  laying  it  on  the  ta 
ble.  He  had  known  a  simiUr  case  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  ;  but  did  not  know  bow  it  would  be  taken  up 
by  the  Senate. 

Hr.  COBB  signified  liis  assent  to  a  moUon  to  lay  it  on 
thfle  Ubie. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said  he  would  make  another  motion, 
which  u  as,  to  allow  the  memorialist  to  withdraw  his  me- 
morial. It  appeared  by  the  affidavit  that  the  affair  took 
place  after  the  adjournment,  firwn  which  it  was  plun*  that 
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it  did  not  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate. 
Tliey,  therefore,  had  no  more  control  over  this  mntter 
than  ir  the  affray  had  taken  place  in  the  street.  Tlify 
might  as  well  interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  two  hnckney- 
coachmen,  as  in  thia.  If  violence  was  committed,  ther<^ 
were  laws  in  the  District  to  which  the  aggrieved  party 
mi^ht  appeal.  These  were  his  reasons  for  moving  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  FOOT  made  a  few  remarks  which  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard.  He  was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of  lay- 
ing the  memorial  on  the  table. 

Ur.  BERRIEN  made  some  remarks,  which  were  not 
diittinctly  heard,  wliich  were,  in  substance,  that  tliis  mat- 


perfect,  up  to  the  times  of  their  respective  deaths,  as  that 
of  the  snrvivors. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  yet  to  learn  by  what  rule  of  lav, 

or  by  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  discrimination  could  be 
made.  It  was  a  settled  principle  of  municipal  law,  of  al- 
most the  whole  civilized  world,  founded  in  raturc  itself, 
and  fully  recognized  bycveiy  State  in  this  Union,  to  its 
ftitlest  extent,  that  in  all  cases  after  death,  the  relations 
of  the  deceasetl,  whether  his  widow  or  his  children,  liis 
father  or  his  mother,  his  brothers  or  his  nsters,  or  rela- 
tions in  any  other  degree,  were  by  inherita'hce  entitled  to 
the  wliufe  of  his  estate,  in  whatsoever  it  might  consist ; 
whether  in  land^,  goods,  moneys,  or  debts  due,  either 


ter  was  one  which  the  Senate  ought  to  consider  not  only  I  from  private  individuals  or  from  governments.  If  there- 
with regard  to  what  ought  to  be  done  in  reliltiun  to  the  |  fore,  tliis  he  a  debt  of  nbligatian,  founded  on  contract,  to 
application  of  the  memorialiA,  but  what  was  also  due  b^  the  siin-ivors,  it  is  equally  a  debt  of  oblrgation,  founded 
iw.  e     —  .w  J      ■    »!.  jjij  contract,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased 

officers.  And  it  would  be  a  perversion  of  one  of  the 
soundest  maxims  of  law,  to  suppose,  that  the  death  of 
a  creditor  cancels  the  debt,  or  lessens  tlic  obligations  of 
the  debtor. 

Mr.  President,  we  liave  heard  it  statcil,  during'  this 
debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Rugolrs,]  Uiat  b 
revolutionary  officer  of  disttnguislied  merit,  died  in  bis 
neighborhood  butafeff  weeks  ago,  and  left  a  Annly  of 
twenty  children,  two  of  them  twin  girls,  only  finir  years 
old.  Arc  we,  Mr.  S.  asked,  to  close  our  eyes  upon  tlie 
claims  of  these  tender  andhelp'ess  lufunts,  because  their 
Either  has  been  taken  from  them  by  the  hand  of  deatli  * 
who,  had  he  survived  but  a  few  weeks  hinger,  would 
have  shared  in  the  bounty  of  the  government  asked  for  in 
this  bili^  Are  we  to  forget  the  dead,  however  nierito- 
rious  their  claims,  claims  fi)unded  on  the  vrry  same  lav. 


the  Setvite  to  itself.  He  then  moved  to  lay  the  memon 
■Ion  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  several  surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution- 
ary  Army,  Vaa  then  taken  up. 

I'he  question  being  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill  with 
1,200,0W  dollars- 
Mr.  SHIl'H,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  sud  ':  He  was 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  but  was  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  any  circumstances,  and 
would  ask  the  in^ijlgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  he  offered 
some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  he  grounded  that  oppo- 
sition. Althougli  he  was  far  from  entei-taining  any  lui- 
grateful  feelings  towards  the  surviving  officers  of  the  re. 
votutionary  army,  yet  he  could  never  yield  his  assent  to 


the  assertion  that  they  held  exclusive  claims,  either  upon  ;  governed  by  the  same  rules  of  construction,  a«d  enhanced 

>L  ^   i  At  .  .7  A..  1^  _f.1.7^  -  _  „  I  .U^—  .P.L  I'f     .....         ^  _. 


the  justice  or  gratitude  of  this  government 

The  gentleman  from  t>!iio  [Mr.  IIahhisos]  felt 
such  devoted  zeal  on  th:s  occasion,  that  he  had  declared 
he  would  take-the  last  cent  from  the  treasury  to  discharge 
this  demand  ;  nay,  he  would  go  further,  be  would  give 
up  the  Alleghany  canal,  he  would  give  up  the  Cumber- 
land road,  and  would  even  dispose  of  his  churches  to 
raise  a  mvenuc  fur  that  purpose,  and  would  worship  his 
God  in  the  open  fields,  and  in  the  shades  of  the  forest. 
Mr.  S-  said,  it  he  believed  this  claim  was  founded  in 


by  the  piteous  condition  of  the  objectato  whom  it  must 
be  equally  due,  if  due  to  any,  mertly  because  we  behold 
the  living  presenting  themselves  personully  before  us  > 
This  would  be  an  exhibition  of  feeling  but  little  to  the 
credit  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ! 

Tl»e  Chairman,  [Mr.  W.J  as  Mr  S.  understood  him, 
had  placed  the  claims  cf  the  surxivmg  officers  on  tlie 
principlr  of  annuitants.  And  fixing  the  length  of  time 
of  the  half  pay  at  two  lives,  or  14  years,  would  demand 
as  an  eq\^^^  n!enl,  full  pay  for  seven  years,  to  constitute  a 


justice  and  good  faith,  he  would  gofuilherthanthe  gen- 1  fair  commutation.    But  he,  Mr.  S.  had  made  a  calcuia- 


tleman  fh)m  Ohio :  he  would  net  only  dispose,  of  his 
churches,  but  would  vonthip  his  God  in  sack-cloth  and 
ashes  before  he  would  withhold  a  just  debt.  A'et  he 
feared  he  should  not  pay  that  homage  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  were  he  to  withhold  that  same  justice  from  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  uflbose  revolutionary  offi- 
'cera,  who  have  deceased  since  the  passage  of  that  com- 
mutation Uw»  whose  claims  are  entitled  to  the  same  jus- 
tice, and  to  a  much  deeper  sympathy. 

It  has  been  stated  b;^-  the  Cburman  of  the  Committee 
[Mr.  Wooiibuiit]  which  reported  this  bill,  that  there 
were  only  230  aurviving  officers  to  provide  for.'  To  sa- 
tisfy the  claims  of  these  survivors,  it  was  necessary  to  fill 
the'  blank  with  the  sum  of  }  1,100,000.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  the  whole  number  of  officers  then  sun-inng,  en. 
titled  to  half  pay,  were  3480 ;  deduct  from  that  number 
330,  will  leave  'JZSOi  in  the  ordinary  course  of  mortality, 
it  tH  fur  to  suppose,  that  the  average  deaths  would  allow 
a  calculation  of  1 125  entitled  to  full  pay,  in  equal  degree 
to  the  surviving  officers,  now  sought  to  be  provided  for. 
This  would  require  an  additional  sum  of^  85,380,434, 
which,  with  the  >1, 100,000,  asked  for  the  survivors, 
would  make  an  aggregate  of  $  (',4BU,4o4.  If  either  jus- 
tice or  gratitude  require  the  Senate  to  make  provision 
fur  the  aurviving  ofl'Ccrs,  the  same  measure  of  justice 
and  of  gntfilude,  require  provinon  to  be  made  for  the 
widows  and  chihlren  of  the  deceased  officers,  whose 


tioi),  and  it  would  be  found  that  five  years  full  pay,  paid 
promptly,  with  its  accumulating  interest,  would  amount 
to  more  than  14  yeara'  half  pay,  only  paid  annually  as  it 
became  due,  withitsaccumuiatingintercstalso.  [Here  Mr. 
>\  ooTJBCiiT  asked  to  explain,  aiid  said  he  ha»l  been  mi*- 
umlerstccd  ]  To  this  Mr.  S.  n'pUcd,  he  supposed  that 
he  must  have  misunderstood  the  gentleman  from  N.  II. 
But  laying  that  aivument  altogether  out  of  the  quesUon, 
hecould  ne^'erthek-Gsassnmethat  position  without  resort- 
ing- to  the  annuity  tables  of  any  foreign  country.  Seven 
years  were  com))iitcd  a  life  by  our  law.",  and  so  under- 
stood in  the  calculations  of  life  estates  nut  otherwise  pro. 
vided  for.  And  14  years,  the  term  of  two  legal  lives, 
was  a  feir  average  computation  upon  which  to  found  the 
commutation  ;  the  half  pay  for  which  was  not  equal  to 
the  five  years'  full  pay,  calculating  the  accumulatnig  in- 
terest on  each.  But  at  the  time  this  commutation  wif 
made,  there  were  no  calculations  of  this  sort  contemplat- 
ed. The  officers  knew  nothing  about  annuity  tables, 
neither  did  the  government. 

Congress  had  in  1781,  almost  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
promised,  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for  hfe  to  all  such  of- 
ficers as^ould  remain  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
This  was  coiteidered  an  odious  distinction,  and  became 
exceamvely  unpopular.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of  this 
counlr>-,  and  was  opposed  to  the  principles  of  that  liber- 
ty for  which  we  were  then  struggling,  and  was  one  of  the 


rights  vere  as  well  founded, 'and  whose  rights  were  as  I  features  of  the  British  Government  which  produced  the 
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covtest.  These  officeri  viewed  it  in  thut  light  themselves, 
and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it  i  and  in  December,  1782,  uf< 
ter  the  {ireliminuy  articles  of  peace  bad  been  ^ened. 
Ttrfur.tsnlj  stated,  in  a  petition  to  Congress,  theu-  6eTiet  of 
its  odiotis  cliaracter,  and  said  in  that  petition,  *'  We  arc 
willing  to  commute  the  half-^ay  pledged,  for  full  pay  for 
a  certiun  number  of  years,  or  for  a  certain  aum  in  {jrosa, 
as  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  Commiltee  sent  with  tbis,ad' 

These  are  their  own  words,  and  their  own  Committee, 
sent  with  that  address,  consisted  of  Major  Uen.  H-  l^ox, 
Biig.  Gen.  Patterson,  Col.  Crane,  Col.  Maxwell,  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  Huntington,  Co).  Webb,  Col.  Huntington,  Col. 
Cortland,  Col.  Ciimmings,  Haj.  Scott,  Wm-  EViistis,  Hos- 
pital  Suf^eon,  Brig.  tien.  Hazen.  Officers  of  high 
standing,  selected  and  <leputed  from  among;  themselves, 
with  fuU  powers  to  make  the  arrangement  with  Cungreas, 
what  commutation  should  be  g^ven  for  the  half  pay. 
And  among  ^he  members  of  Congress  appointed  on 
the  Committee  to  make  this  arrangement  wltU  the  Com- 
iiBttee  of  officers,  was  Gen-  Alexander  Hamilton,  who 
had  gone  through  the  whole  war  himself,  knew  the  rela- 
tive claims  of  twae  olficen,  and  whom  he  was  one>  and 
who  was  as  just  as  he  was  generous,  and  as  generous  as 
he  was  brave  ;  which  was  realty  surrendering  almost  the 
whole  matter  into  their  own  hands  to  settle,  and  it  was 
settled  to  be  equal  to  five  years'  full  pay,  and  no  more. 
And  when  settled  at  that,  it  was  not  made  compiiUory  by 
the  reaolution  of  Congress,  but  lefl  optional  to  accept 
the  five  years*  full  pay  or  hold  on  to  the  half  pay  for  life- 
{3}  Nine  States:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pcim- 
sj  lvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  accepted  it 
by  lines  ;  and  not  a  murmur  was  heard  for  twenty-seven 
years  afterwards,  when,  for  the  first  time,  they  brought 
It  up.  And  at  the  distance  of  fort^-fouryear^the  Sen^ite 
are  told  the  commutation  was  uinust,  arbilrarily  seuled 
at  the  discretion  of  Congress  and  forced  upon  those  of- 
ficers without  any  alternative,  to  take  that  or  nothing ; 
and  that  they  come  now  to  ask  justice  and  demand  a  ful- 
filment of  the  compact.  And  gentlemen  affirm  tliat  up- 
«i  principles  ot  law  and  equity,  it  is  a  coutiact  not  yet 
fidfillcd,  and  which  in  a  court  of  just  ce  tlie- government 
would  be  bound  to  fuIfiL 

Mr  S  said,  be  was  not  brougiit  up  at  the  foot  of  Ga. 
Bialiel,  but  he  undeistood  the  law  of  contracts  better  than 
that.    To  render  a  contract  binding  on  both  'parties,  j 
nothing  was  necessary^  but  that  the  parties  were  capable  ' 
to  contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  actually  did  l 
Contract.    And  if  capable  and  willing  to  do  bo,  they  I 
could  make,  and  coidd  change  that  contract  as  often,  ! 
and  into  as  many  forms  as  tliey  pleased.   It  required  no  | 
lawyer  to  know  this.   It  was  every  day's  practice,  with  j 
every  nun  in  the  Government.    But  we  nave  a  fashion  i 
nf  paying  Government  contracts  as  often  as  tliey  are  ask- ' 
ed  for.  What  was  the  contract  f    Eirst,  that  the  officers 
who  should  remain  in  the  army  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  diould  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life.    Who  asked 
to  change  it  ^   The  officers  themselve!>.    When  it  was 
cbaBBco,  to  whom  was  it  submitted  for  acceptance  ?   To  | 
(be  officers  themselves.    Who  did  accept  it  in  the  verj'  > 
form  in  which  Congress  had  placed  it ;  to  be  paid  in  se  j 
cuKties,  on  intereiit  of  six  per  centt  per  annum,  instead  I 
of  the  lialf  pay  promised  for  life  ?  3)    After  they  had  { 
done  so,  it  would  be  sporting  with  the  rights  of  the  Go- 1 
vemment,  to  say  the  contract  hud  not  been  fulfitled  on 
her  paxt.    Iftlie  Government  has  any  rights,  it  has  the 
turns  rights  of  iiidividuala,  governed  by  the  same  rules, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges.    And  it  would  -be 
idle  to  say,  when  the  Govcmment  Iisd  done  no  more 
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than  to  meet  the  very  wishes  oT  the  officers,  and  gave 
them  what  they  asked  for,  that  the  contract  was  not  ful> 
filled,  because  the  operations  of  the  change  had  not  prov* 
ed  as  priisperous  as  some  of  them  had  wished. 

Mr.  President,  our  'gratitude  has  been  invoked  on 
this  occasion.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  H.)  has 
read  various  letters  written  by  Gen.  Washington  to  Cm* 
gress,  stating  the  discontent  of  the  officers  of  the  Anqy, 
Uie*  hardships  they  endured,  and  concludes  by  saying, 
they  would  have  quit  the  Army,  had  not  Ctmgreas  pro* 
mlsedtbem  the  half  pay:  and  asserts,  it  is  to  those  officers 
that  we  are  indebted  for  our  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
as  well  as  for  our  independence  asa  nation,  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate  we  now  exercise  in  tins  Senate.  Mr.  S. 
said,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  detract  fkvm  the  mil- 
itary merits  of  those  officers  ;  and  much  less  would  he 
have  supposed  they  were  actuated  by  the  hope  of  pecu- 
niary reward,  to  continue  in  the  Army,  had  not  the  gen- 
tletnati  himself  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 
pay  which  kept  them  there.  He  was  willing;,  himself  to 
ascribe  to  them  better  motives  for  reniaiiung  in  the 
Army,  than  the  hope  of  pecuniary  reward.  He  was  wil- 
ling* to  believe  it  was  patriotism  that  kept  them  in  tti( 
Artny.  All  your  gallant  men  prefer  the  thick  of  battle, 
and  seek  death  itself,  as  the  highest  reward  of  the  brave. 
And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  American  Senate,  to  pi^ 
those  officers  a  second  time,  because  tbey  would  have 
left  the  Army  in  the  time  of  its  greatest  peril,  but  fat  the 
promise  of  half  pay  ? 

Mr.  Presideni,  it  is  an  etror  that  is  guning  ground  in 
proportion  as  we  recede  from  the  period  of  the  revela- 
tion, that  the  independence  of  this  government  was 
achieved  sulely  t}y  the  regular  Army.  It  is  an  error  that 
has  been  promoted  by  the  very  ofncera  themselves,  and 
to  which  gentlemen  very  naturally  subscribe  who  wit- 
nessed no  part  of  those  times  which  tried  men's  souls. 
That  war  was  a  yar  without  a  parallel.  It  was  fenced 
upon  the  people  of  this  country  when  they  had  neither 
money,  arms,  nor  experience  :  and  not  more  than  threft 
millions  and  a  half  of  a  population.  In  this  utuation  they 
had  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced  enemy,  with  a  ve- 
teran army,  and  experienced  and  galUnt  otRcers  at  its 
head.  I'he  most  determined  doubted  j  but  their  ap- 
peared to  .be  no  alternative,  and  a  general  enibuwasm 
per\-aded  the  whole  communis,  jviih  a  few  exceptions! 
and  all  who  valued  freedom  were  eager  tut  battle,  in  de- 
fence of  their  homes  and  their  fire-udes,  and  death  or 
liberty  was  the  universal  motto.  It  was  this  proud  em- 
inence assumed  by  the  American  people,  that  gave  them 
liberty,  independence  and  freedom  of  debate  :  not  the 
sordid  metcenary  hopes  of  pecuniary  reward. 

But,  said,  Mr.  S.,  it  has  nearly  come  to  tliii^  since  time 
has  thrown  a  veil  over  those  scene*  and  aohievements 
that  ought  to  characterize  that  war,  that  we  are  taught  to 
believe  that,  during  that  war,  every  thing  was  quiescent, 
and  every  body  happy  at  home  iu  the  enjuymcnt  of  their 
families  and  fortunes,  except  the  regular  army  j  and  tliat 
there  was  butliltle  praise  due  to  any  but  tlie  officers. 
The  argument  seem  to  go  upon  the  ground,  that  Uiis  is 
(he  correct  history  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gentle- 
men who  entertain  this  opinion,  know  but  little  of  that 
war,  as  it  was  cari  ied  on  in  the  three  Southern  States,  of 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia 

I'he  Chaii-man  [Mr.  \V.]  has  told  us,  these  officers 
broke  up  their  connexions  ii)  life,  and  lefl  their  faroiiieu 
and  their  homes  to  serve  their  country.  And  so  devoted 
was  one  of  them,  that  he  left  his  dead  father  unburicd,  to 
enter  the  Army.  This,  all  will  admit,  was  patriotic. 
But  what  does  this  weigh,  when  compared  to  the  bloody 
seenes  that  Bj>read  horror  and  desolation  throughout  the 
two  Caruliiias  utul  Georgia,  during  the  years  of  1779, 
1780  and  1781 ;  a  good  part  of  which  time  yuu  had  no 
regular  Army  there.  Whilst  the  British  .\rmy  were  there 
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ntvt^ng  the  country  wherever  they  went  i  not  a  horse 
in  the  cottntiy  upon  which  they  could  hty  their  Itands, 
that  they  did  not  t^e,  to  repair  the  waste  in  their  own 
cavalry,  or  far  the  use  of  their  bag^i^  wagons.  AH 
the  cattle,  ho«,  sheep,  flour,  wheat,  com,  and  erery 
description  of  nin^,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  And 
what  was  not  consumed,  was  ¥rantonly  burned  and  des- 
troyed. The  tones,  following  in  their  train,  burning 
dwelling'  houses,  out  buildii^,  and  fences,  and  laying 
waste  with  fire  and  sword  all  that  catne  in  their  way. 
Plundering  the  deftnceleas  women  and  children  of  any 
little  remains  of  provisions  that  tlie  Army  might  have  left, 
and  stripping  them  of  their  wearing  apparel,  and  the  ve- 
ry bed  clothes  that  covered  them  by  niglit.  Mothers  and 
daughters  who  had  seen  better  times,  labored  in  the  field 
to  procure  a  scanty  subsistence  i  whilst  the  ftthers  and 
ttfotherswere  harassing  the  enemy,  and  fighting  the  bat- 
tles of  their  country.  Not  in  the  regular  Army,  but  in 
volunteer  and  self-created  bodies ;  self-trained,  and  moent- 
ed  on  their  own  horses,  and  amted  with  their  own  rifles, 
and  other  Hme,  such  as  they  could  procure  ;  all  at  their 
own  expense,  without  the  aid,  or  even  the  knowledge  of 
the  Geosnl  Government.  They  annoyed  the  enemy  by 
hanging  on  their  borders,  Icitlingiheir  light  troops,  cut- 
ting off  their  fon^g  parties,  shooting  tbrir  sentries  at 
ihor  poBta^  and  dastroymg  aiKl  dt^iovng  the  toy  pw- 
ties  wneKSoever  they  Msembled.  No  fKend  of  his  eotin- 
try  could  remain  at  home  in  safety.  Many  who  ventured 
tiiere  for  a  moment,  were  dragged  from  the  boson»  of 
their  faimlies,  and  butchered  at  their  own  doors.  Others 
who  were  t&ken  in  arms,  were  treated  aa  rebels,  and  hung 
upon  the  limbs  of  trees,  on  the  road  sid.es.  These  scenes 
became  ao.fiuniliar,  that  the  fpHUng  of  human  blood  hut 
the  most  of  its  horrors. 

While  this  uhdicipUned  warfare  was  carried  on  by  the 
community  at  large  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  unrivalledj 
General  Siimptcr,  with  no  other  authority  tlian  a  com- 
mission from  the  Governor  of  the  State,  for  the  legislative 
body  n  as  dispersed  by  the  enemy,  drew  to  bis  standnrd  a 
respectable  number  of  volunteer  militia,  wlw  displayed 
as  much  bravery,  and  fought  to  us  much  purpose,  as  any 
continental  troops  belonging  to  the  rej^lararmy.  They 
distinguished  ^emsclvea,  and  were  victorious  in  almost 
evonr  battle  they  fought.  Their  leader  was  aa  gallant  a 
goUiCT  at  ever  drew  a  sword,  with  all  the  quafitiet  of  a 
cool  circumspect  general.  His  successful  operations  were 
more  confined  to  the  middle  and  southen>  parts  of  the  State. 

General  Marion,  who  acted  underasimilarcomnnisHOn, 
otdy  f^om  the  Govemori  confined  himself  more  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State. — ^Whose  partisan  corps  were 
entirely  volunteers,  also.  Mr.  8.,  ahid  that  he  might  be 
more  accurate  as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Kamsay's  history  of  the  United  States.  Speaking 
<^the  promotion  and  successes  of  General  Sumpter,  he 
says  ;  "  J^bout  the  same  time  Marion  was  promoted  to  the 
**  same  rank,  who  in  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the 
*■  State,  prosecuted  a  similar  plan.  Unfurnished  with 
"  the  means  of  defence,  he  was  obliged  to  take  posses- 
"aionof  the  saws  of  the  saw-mills,  and  to  convert  them  in- 
**  to  horseman's  swords.  So  much  was  lie  distressed  for 
"ammunition,  that  he  hw  engaged,  when  be  had  not 
"  three  rounds  to  each  man  ofhia  party.  Various  scliemes 
*'  were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  co  nperatiii^ 
*'  with  him,  Mnjor  Wemys  burned  scores  of  houses  on 
**Pedee,  Unch's  Creek,  and  Black  River,  beton^ng 
*'  to  such  as  were  suppiaed  to  do  duty  vnth  Marion,  or 
*'  to  be  subservient  to  his  views.  Having  no  houses  to 
"  shelter  them,  tlie  camps  of  their  country  became  their 
"  homes.  Fur  many  months,  Marion  and  his  party  were 
"  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  air,  and  to  shelter  them- 
*'  selves  in  deep  swamps.  From  these  retreats,  they  saU 
lied  out,  whenever  an  opportunity  of  harassing  the  eu 
"  etny*  or  of  snring  their  country,  presented  itself.  ' 


Marion  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and  lived  at  his 
ease.  He  abandoned  it  all,  ipade  die  morasses  hi«  dwel- 
ling i^ace,  and  his  rMiona  were  parched  com  and  pota- 
toes, when  he  could  get  them.  He  may  be  justly  called 
the  Leonidas  of  the  South.  He  never  was  (tefekted*  nor 
could-the  strongest  threats,  or  the  most  flattering  pro- 
mises from  the  enemy,  induce  him  for  one  moment  to  for- 
sake the  cause  of  his  country.  Sumpter  and  Marion  could 
have  had  any  promotions  they  would  have  asked  for  In 
the  British  nrmyt  if  they  would  have  accepted  it.  Or  if 
they  would  have  laid  down  their  arms,  even  at  the  most 
gloomy  moment  of  that  perilous  tinte,  they  could  have 
been  protected  in  their  persons  and  fortunes  by  that  army . 
But  they  were  inspired  by  other  considerations,  of  a 
higher  character.  They  were  inspired  by  a  patriotiam 
and  love  of  country  that  never  tired,  and  taught  them  to 
look  ujton  ptcuniary  rewards  as  trash ;  not  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  a  soldier's  honor  nor  with  a  patriot's  love 
of  liberty.  Tlieir  troops,  composed  ai  they  w«e  entire- 
ly of  volunteer  militia,  fVom  the  mass  of  citizens,  were 
equally  inspired  by  the  same  motives.  There  never  was 
a  re^lar  arnw  belonging  to  the  government,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war,  that  en- 
dured such  hardships,  who  fought  more,  or  more 
succesrful  battles,  or  rendered  more  essential  aerrice. 
These  men  never  received  a  ftrthin^  fVom  the  K^nera] 
government  ndther  fbr  their  servieea  nor  their  ■»>»■ 
which  they  fumidied  for  themselves  for  the  moat  part.  ' 
Nor  has  a  sinf^e  man  among  them,  however  hacked  or  ! 
cut  to  pieces,  ever  been  placed  upon  your  pension  roll. 

Many  of  the  first  citizens  of  South  Carolina  were  seiz- 
ed, incarcerated  in  prison  ships,  and  sent  to  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  other  unwholesome  climes,  to  subdue  their  pa- 
triotism  t  many  of  whom  perished.  Col.  Ijiiirens,  Uie 
elder,  was  sent  to  England  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
to  subdue ^is  own  patriotism,  and  strike  terror  in  othei-s. 
These  tortures  were  endured  by  men  who  lived  in  the 
lap  of  ease  and  fisrtune,  all  of  which  was  abandoned  to 
the  reckless  ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  they 
would  abandon  the  cause  of  that  independence  in  which 
they  bad  embarked.  Was  there  any  officer  in  the  cot»- 
tinental  nmy  who  sufTered  such  hard^ips,  and  made 
such  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  freedom  ?  Who  is  there, 
that  would  not  rather  ruab  upon  the  siiear  of  his  enemy, 
and  hazard  his  life  in  battie,  than  be  confined  in  the  hold 
of  a  prison  ship,  in  an  unwholesome  clime  ?  At  tlie  same 
time  these  scenes  of  horror  and  discomfort  were  goettg 
on  ID  South  Carolina^  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  were 
also  enmsed  in  those  of  a  sirotUr  character,  except  that 
the  British  army  renuuned  principally  in  South  Carc^na. 
The  three  States  were  destitute  for  a  long  time  of  even 
tiie  semblance  of  a  regular  army.  It  was  the  gallantry  | 
and  patriotism  of  the  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  who  quit 
their  ploughs  and  embodied  under  Coi.  Caswell,  a  mUI-  | 
tia  omcer,  that  totally  defeated  and  dispersed  a  lat;ge  bo- 
dy of  Scots  tories,  that  had  collected  to  the  royal  stand-  : 
ard,  on  Cape  Fear  River,  in  1775|  and  gave  a  shock  tn 
the  formidable  tory  party  in  tJiat  quarter,  from  which  it 
never  recovered.  This  was  effected  by  their  own  means« 
without  the  aid  of  a  continental  oSicer  or  soldier  ;  or  so 
much  as  a  sabre  furnished  by  the  general  government. 
For  which  they  ncv^r  received,  nor  did  they  even  ask,  a 
farthing. 

These  achievements  were  followed  up  by  the  battle  of 
King's  klounuin,  in  the  autumn  of  1780,  under  CoL 
Campbell,  of  Vit^nia,  Col.  Cleveland,  and  Col.  Shelby, 
and  otiiers  of  North  Carolina,  Col.  Lacey,  Col.  Hill,  and 
othen  of  South  Carolina,  who  assembled  the  volunteer 
militia  of  their  neigh  borboods,  to  stay  the  high-handed 
career  of  the  enemy  i  ai.d  the  historian  says,  •*  They  hod 
"  BO  lilUe  of  the  mechanism  of  a  regular  army,  tliat  the 
*'  Colonel^  by  common  consent,  coomianded  each  day 
"  sltemately.   The  hardships  these  volunteers  under- 
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**  went  were  veiy  gra^  Tbnr  gubtisted  for  weeks  to. 
"  g^her  without  tisting-  fareuf  or  nlU  or  spirituous 
**qttor\  ttid  slept  in  the  woods  without  blankets.  The 
"rannin^stteam  qoencbed  their  thirst  At  night  the 
**  earth  afiarded  them  a  bed,  aul  the  heavens,  or  the 
*■  liaba  of  trees  were  ttieir  coTerinr.  Ears  of  com.  m 
**  pomiMOiia  thrown  into  the  firs^  wim  oocauond  supplies 
**M  beef  or  Tenisoiii  killed  in  the  woods»  were  the 
"  chief  artidea  of  their  provisions." 

Under  all  thoaedisadruitages,  these  volunteer  officers 
and  eitixens,  wttlwut  a  moment's  trainin{f,  met  a  veteran 
ofcer  of  gnrat  eipeiieneer  and  as  brave  a  parUsan  o(E' 
Gv  aaimy  in  the  Biitidi  amy,  on  ground  chosen  ftvtbe 
occasion  pj'  hidself;  and  witn  a  very  small  loss  en  thev 
part,  kitted  and  wrnndcd  235,  among-  them  Ctri.  Fet^- 
asB,  their  commander ;  and  took  800  prisoners^  with  all 
tbe^  araos,  ammunition,  and  baggage.  -  The  annals  of  ttie 
wlmle  revolutionary  war  do  not  afford  a  more  briUiant 
achievement,  or  one  effected  with  mofe  cool  and  deliber^ 
a«e  bnvcs;r,  bjr  any  pottion  oTthe  regular  amy. 

It  were  tbeae  reristancea  and'Uiese  successes  that  gave 
Ihcfaat  check  to  the  Britiab  arms.  It  destroyed  theirhopes 
«f  sisbmiasion  t  aad  proved  that  freemen,  vrithout  trunmr 
and  without  discaplme,  were  too  brave  to  be  conquered. 

MMn  and  officers  did  not  fight  your  batues  for 
Th^  never  cost  your  frovemment  a  «n^e 
Tikey  fimusbed  their  own  rmes,  with  which  they 
principally  fla^t.  They  furnished  their  own  clothes, 
aad  meir  own  haraeat  and  their  deader  and  humble  ra- 
lienB  they  |noked  op  where  they  could  6nd  them  ^  and, 
lihe  the  other  citizens  who  fbught  our  battles^  without 
the  aid  of  government,  if  any  were  wounded  or  disi^lcd, 
the  povemment  has  positively  refused  to  place  them  oh 
the  Peosioa  UoU,  but  has  left  them  to  bee  their  bread,  or 
starve,  if  they  couU  find  no  other  relief.  And  yet  we 
afe  eonfideauy  told  1^.  gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  thai 
we  owe  ourindcpendeoceas  a  natim,  and  th«  freedom  of 
d^ate  whidi  we  enjo^  in  this  Senate,  exolunvely  ti>  the 
n<imu  of  the  revohitKmary  amy.  Gentlemen  who  as- 
sert tlua  fret,  have  never  known  by  what  means  the  revo- 
latioasvy  war  was  carried  on  in  the  Carinas  and  Georgia ; 
otterwiae,  they  must  Itave  lorgpotten  it.  If  they  had  noff 
eoold  not  iif  tiut  fteemen,  vheae  blood  Md  stream  • 
cdm  (ocrents  in  the  prosecution  of  that  war  %  whose  va- 
lor in  battle  had  been  unrivalled  t  who  had  aacriiioed 
thcar  fbrtuies^  and  abandoned  their  fenHlies  and  their 
hooM.  aad  eveiy  private  oomibrt,  fcr  its  support,'  owed 
ttiM  oldependcDCe,  and  freedom  in  debate  in  tlus  Senate, 
to  the  proweu  of  any  other  am  but  their  oam. 

Mr.  ft.  remAfeed  that  it  had  been  affimcd  that  the  re- 
gdar  army  had  deficnded  the  Soothwn  Siatca.  Some 
poi^oBa  of  r^i^  atmr  had  been  ther^- it  was  true, 
mstfand  rendered  no  aort  of  service,  whatever,  ui^  the 
snrival  of  General  Green,  In  IJ^l. 

Whe«  the  Britidi  navy  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Moul- 
trie, on  Uie  of  June,  1776,  befiire  the  declaration  of 
Independence,  with  a  view  of  reducing  Charieaton,  Gen- 
ml  Lee,  a  continental  officer,  next  in  command  to 
Geoersl  Waahingtoo  himself  tnatead  of  defimding  the 
(art,  aa  be  on^t  ta  have  done,  dedated  it  impossible, 
snd  ordered  the  fort  to  be  surrendered  \  when  Col. 
Houhrie,  of  the  militia,  refused  to  obey  the  order  ;  but 
mid,  he  would  continue  the  defence  of  the  place,  and 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  a  failure  upon  himself. 
Tow  Continental  General  retired  to  a  place  of  safety, 
aad  CoL  Moulttie;  ^th  the  gaUantiy  of  a  vetnan,  sua. 
tuaed  the  attaek,  forten  hours  in  sueeesrion,  against  ten 
Briririi  sbipsk  two  of  which  were  fifty  gun  riiips.  Hie 
ncge  teronoatcd  in  the  loss  of  one  of  the  enemy's  diips, 
and  a  total  repulseof  the  whole  fieet  Tliis  was  the  first 
eaiur  of  a  CoHtinentid  officer  in  the  South. 

The  next  was  General  Uncofai,  an  experienced  oon* 
tiaeatal  officer,  wh(^  on  the  13di  day  <iS  ikif,  ITSO^  sor- 
Vei.  IT.— 13 


rendered  to  the  enemy,  without  the  fire  of  a  gun,  the  cifar 
of  Charleston,  both  the  continental  and  militia  wmy,  with 
all  the  munitions  of  war,  and  upwards  of 400  pieces  of  ar* 
tillery;and  put  the  enemy  in  tlie  strong  hold  of  the  Sotith- 
em  States,  from  whence  they  could,  and  did  play  in  eve- 
ry direction,  to  the  great  embamssment  of  the  Soutfaem 
Section. 

Cot  Buford.witha  regiment  of  continental  infiintry, 
and  sopie  hmcmen,  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  South  Caro  - 
lina .  They  were  assailed  by  C<A.  Tarieton.  and  after  the 
first  fire,  laid  down  their  ami  and  sued  for  quarters, 
which  was  denied  them  \  and  they  were  literally  cut  to 
pieces.  And  a  great  portion  of  those  who  were  not  slain 
on  tile  field,  had  their  hands  or  arms  cut  off,  or  tiieir 
heads  and  bodies  hacked  to  pieces. 

Genera]  Gates,  another  experienced  continental  ofB- 
ecr,  was  sent  to  South  Carolina  with  a  few  more  than 
900  regular  troops.  To  these  were  added  3,000  militia 
from  the  neighboring  States.  With  tiiese  4^000  men,  he 
met  the  British  amy,  near  Camden,  in.  South  Carolins, 
and  a  battle  ensued.  No  sooner  thd  the  enemy  display 
their  columns  and  commence  a  heavy- fire,  than  General 
Gates  fled.  Nor  ^d  he  stop  until  he  reached  Hillsbo- 
rough, a  distance  of  150  miles,  and  then  but  for  a  ^ort 
time.  The  continental  acddiers  under  Baron  de  Kalb, 
and  some  of  the  militia,  under  their  own  officers,  fought 
with  distinguished  gallantry.  But  they  were  overpow- 
ered by  numbers,  aod  were  mil  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken  prisoneti.  But  not  a  vestige  of  the  tcnlar 
amy  remained  for  active  operations.  And  vritii  them 
were  taken  all  the  artillery  and  200  bi^pgsge  wagona. 
The  State  was  again  left  to  ttw  alternative,  either  to  sub- 
mit as  rebels,  and  seek  protection  from  the  enemy,  or 
fight  their  own  battles,  without  the  least  hope  of  assis- 
tance the  Geneml  Government.  They  preferred 
the  latter,  which  they  carried  on  with  an  enthuswsm  that 
was  never  surpassed  and  but  rarely  equalled. 

"Hiu  state  of  things  continued  imtil  General  Green 
went  on  the  next  year  t  and  even  then,  much  was  done 
by  the  militia.  At  the  Cowpens,  the  British  had  1100 
men,  and  the  Americans  not  more  than  800  :  two-thirds 
of  them  were  militia,  who  were  under  tiie  command  of 
Col.  Fickens.  Hiey  fbrmed  the  fint  Une  a  fcw  hundred 
yards  in  advance,  and  received  the  first  fire  t  then  fi^ 
back,  as  they  were  ordered  to  do.  and  immediately  ral- 
lied and  jtrined  tiie  regulars  in  chaiving  the  enemy  with 
fixed  bayonet^  which  threw  them  into  complete  «enAi< 
rion,  and  five  hundred  of  ttie  British  amy^hwl  down 
their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Green  took  command  of  the  Southern 
Amy,  it  consisted  of  only  S,000  men  )  more  than  half  of 
whom  were  nulitia  ( 1 1.  The  batties  he  fought  at  Ooilford 
and  Entaw,  were  sud  to  have  been  the  two  best  fOught 
battles  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  more  than  half  his  army, 
at  each  place,  were  militia.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
skill,  and  of  distinguished  bravery  ;  and  did  honor  to  the 
eaese  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But  the  bravest  Gen- 
erals could  not  firbt  without  an  amy,  and  bis  regular 
soktierswcre  but  about  1,000  {  and  theae  were  kept  as  a 
reserve.  His  militia  were  always  placed  in  the  ftont  of  the 
battle  I  many  of  whom  were  Ulled.  And  that  was  the  last  the 
General-Government  knew  of  them.  It  neither  gave  then 
pay,  honor,  nor  provided  fOr  their  suffering  families: 

The  war  in  South  Carolina  was  so  protracted,  and  ra- 
ged with  such  riolence^  that,  in  addition  to  tlw  volun- 
teer serrices  of  almost  every  mul  in  it,  that  State,  in- 
stead of  paying  one-thirteentii  patt,  which  would  have 
been  more  titan  its  propottion,  paid  more  than  one-frftb 
part  of  the  whole  expense  of  the  revolutionary  war.  (2) 
Whilst  the  great  State  of  NewYoricpatd  but«t,300,000. 
South  carohna  pud  »4,0<)0^000,  (3)  aMumgh  tanked 
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•monir  the  small  States.  The  Stale  of  Marj-land  paid  but 
«  800,000.  Notwithstanding,  it  is  urged  that  we  owe  our 
liberlv  and  independence  to  a  verj-  small  regular  army, 
f  om  whose  efficiency  the  Southern  States  received  but 
little  asMstance,  when  compared  with  their  own  unctias- 
ing  efforts.  This  claim  of  the  petitioning  officers  ia  plac- 
ed on  another  ground,  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  novel. 
Which  is,  that  the  certificates  given  in  commutation  for 
the  half  pay,  had  been  purchased  from  them  by  specula- 
tort,  for  a  very  small  conuderatlou-  The  answer  to  that 
ailment  ia  plainly  this  j— If  the  government  were  bound 
to  protect  its  citizens  from  the  grasp  of  speculation,  it 


gold  or  silver.  The  Congress  issued  9  341.552,780 ;  to 
secure  the  currency  of  this  money,  on  the  11th  <rf  Janua- 
ry, 1776,  Congress  passed  a  h»w  in  the  following  words  : 
"  ntat  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  so  lost  to  all  vir- 
"  tue  and  re^rd  for  his  country,  as  to  rcfuae  to  receive 
said  hills  in  payment,  or  obstruct  and  discourage  the 
",  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  sliall  be  duly  coii. 
*'  victed  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  deented,  publUh- 
**  ed,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  pre- 
"clndedfrom  all  trade  or  intercourse  with  the  innabi- 
**tant8of  thcK  0(4ontes.  (10 

On  the  14th  January,  1777,  the  Congrem  passed  anotli>' 


would  have  more  than  a  Hercidean  labor  to  perform,  i  er  law  to  support  and  enforce  (bis  currency,  in  these 
Where  could  such  a  requlwtion  end  ?    The  government  |  words  : 

continental  money  ought  to  be  *up- 
lU  value  expressed  in  the  respectiva 

    ,  _  ,   ,       inhabitants  of  these  States,  for  whose  ben- 

ment  ia  uttered  :  that  in  establishing  tTie  funding  qrstem,  I  '*  cfit  they  were  issued;  and  who  stand  bound  to  redeem 
Congress  bad  done  injustice  by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  ,  "the  same,"&c.  And  thus  it  goes  on  to  make  it  as  penal 
interest  for  ten  years.    But  upon  a  fair  calculation  the  as  the  English  language  could  express  it. 


Where  could  such  a  requisition  end  r     l  ne  governmeni  |  woros  : 
had  fiiHiUed  its  engagements  and  it  belonged  to  those  ;     "  Whereas  the  contin 
who  were  interested  to  guard  ag«nst  imposition.  \  '*  ported,  at  the  full  vali 

Another  and  a  louder  complaint  against  the  govern-  ;  '*  biU»,'by  the  inhabitanti 


intetest  will  average  more  than  6vc  per  cent.  And  four 
percent,  is  considered  a  veiy  high  percent,  when  secur- 
ed upan  the  faitli  of  the  government,  as  this  was.  !t  is 
far  beyond  any  per  centage  produced  by  your  best  agri- 
culturists. Moreover,  these  claims  were  placed  precise- 
ly on  the  grotind  of  the  claims  trf  every  other  citizen. 
And  who  were  they  that  settled  the  ptinciples  upon 
which  the  public  debt  was  funded  >  General  HamlUou, 
and  many  other  revolutionary  officers  were  among  the 
most  prominent  members  of  that  Congress.  And  Gener- 
al Washington  was  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  by  virtue  of  his  constitutional  powei-s,  could  liave 
negatived  the  law.  And  can  we  for  a  momeirt  suppose 
he  voukl  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seen  any  thing  like  in- 
justice eontuned  in  it  }  We  do  not  believe  he  ever  slum- 
bered over  the  rights  of  those  officers  wiioin  lie  hai.1  com- 
roanded,  and  whom  he  respected. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  officers  of  ^  our  revohilionary 
army,  had  been  more  liberally  provided  tor  than  any 
other  clasa  of  men,  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Ii>  ad- 
dition to  their  pay  during  their  time  of  actual  service,  they 
were  promised  half-pay  for  life,  after  they  diould  retire 
from  the  army,  which  was  commuted  for  five  years'  fiiJl 
pay — which  WU9  a  mighty  stret^i  for  a  government  at 
the  dawn  of  its  struggle  for  freedom — and  were  promis- 
ed and  received  large  tracts  of  valuable  lands.  Each 
officer,  from  a  Major  General  down  to  an  Ensign,  had 

.  .J  __i  J  "^^i  J  -ii  i_ 


Under  these  very  penal  laws,  and  from  their  deration 
to  their  country,  the  citizens  received  this'  money, 
$  241,552,780,  for  the  support  of  that  war ;  and  when  the 
war  ceased,  the  money  ceased  to  circulate,  and  fell  dead 
in  the  handa  of  the  last  holders.  Not  a  single  cent  of  that 
enormous  amount  of  continental  money,  without  which 
your  army  would  hare  been  a  cipher,  has  yet  been  paid 
to  your  honest  fkrmeni  who  supported  your  araiies  upon 
the  plighted  fiuth  of  your  -Government,  that  it  would  be 
paid  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Not  a  militia  man  has 
ever  received  a  farthing  for  his  services,  nor  the  widows 
or  children  of  such  as  fell  in  bailie,  have,  in  one  instance, 
received  the  botmties  of  the  i,-overnmt-nt.  Pay  your 
debts  before  you  Utk  of  your  gratitude.  Had  these 
classes  of  your  citizens  looked  to  their  pecuniary' interests 
tu  the  hour  *d  peril,  instead  of  devoting  their  lives  and 
theirfortunes  to  the  public  service,  and  the  public  good, 
notwithstanding  all  your  Revolutionary  officers,  and  your 
Kevolutiunary  armies,  you  would  yet  have  been  Biitidi 
subjects,  and  these  States  British  provinces. 
.  It  has  been  said  by  the  gentiemen  who  adtwsate  this 
ditim,  you  are  unable  to  pay  your  mitttia,  and  unable  to 
^eem  your  continental  money.  Is  this  the  jiistlce,  mA 
Mr.  S.  of  which  you  boast  ^  This  ooe<«ded  justice  t  is 
this  to  characterize  the  justice  of  j-our  countty,  pey  your 
favorites  a  second  time,  and  permit  yourselves  to  slumber 
over  the  rights  oS  all  others,  because  you  cannot  spare 


his  iandd,  and  that  placed  upon  the  most  fertile^  spots.  In  !  the  money  to  pay  them,  from  your  thooaand  projects  f 


addition  to  this,  the  southern  States  gave  theic  officers 
large  tracts  of  the  finest  lands  in  the  world.  Virginia 
gave  largely  and  liberally  in  lands  to  Iter  officers.  South 
Carolina  did  the  same.  North  Carolina  gave  to  each 
Brigadier  general,  13,000  acres ;  to  a  Colonel,  7,^200  ;  to 
a  Captiun,  3,500  i  and  to  General  Green,  that  State  gave 
35,«00  acres,  that  were  said,  at  one  time,  to  be  u  orth 
#500,000.  To  that  meritorious  ofHeer,  Georgia  gave 
#  23.500  in  money,  and  South  Can^ina  gave  him  i  •]  5, 000 
in  money.  These  were  free-will  ofTerings,  after  the  war 
ended,  which  those  States  were  prompted  to  make,  tu 
eulted  merit,  tor  distinguished  service s  j  and  burely  they 
would  redeem  the  CaroliiiaH  and  Gcorgiu  from  the  crying 
■in  of  ingratitude. 

Bu^  said  Mr.  S.,  there  was  another,  and  a  very  differ- 
ent view  to  be  taken  of  this  subject,  wliich  would  prove, 
beyond  a  doubt,  how  much  further  the  government  had 
gone  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  mihtary  men,  over 
tnatof  every  other  cla3.s  of  your  citizens.  The  revolu 
ttonary  war  continued  seven  years.  I'he  supplies  tor  the 
armies,  during  the  first  five  years  of  that  war,  were  fiir- 
nished  by  the  citizens,  exclusively  for  paper  money  \  then 
called  Continental  Money,  and  States'  Mmey.  llie  con- 
tinental money  vras  issued  by  authority  of  Congress,  and 
bwe  on  its  Gkc  a  pledge  that  it  would  be  redeemed  with 


This  would  be  justice  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  referred  to  Milne  on  annuities^  tu 
shew  to  what  number  of  yean  fiiU  pay  the  offieens  were 
entitled  to  ;  becmise  he  had  in  his  former  remark*  been 
misunderstood.  When  the  officers  asked  fors'concwnu- 
tatiot),  it  was  not  for  five  years,  but  for  such  an  one  as 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  half  pay  for  Ufe.  Aceording 
to  all  the  best  authorities,  they  were  entitled  to  the  siver> 
age  of  fourteen  years'  haU  pay,  or  seven  years'  lull  pay. 
Thus  the  senior  officers,  whose  chance  of  life  was  bimUIer 
than  that  of  the  juniors,  received  th^r  fbll  cqui^'&leot  by 
the  commutation  ;  which  was  far  from  being  the  cnse  in 
regard  to  the  juniors. 

Mr.  C'H.A.MHKRS  said,  he  should  be  wanting  in  his  du- 
ty to  the  memory'  of  the  dead,  as  well  as  to  tbe  fair  fame 
of  the  living,  should  he  remaiti  silent,  after  the  rcmwki 
of  the  hon'orable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  £Mr. 
Smitu.]  He  regretted  that  his  colleague  wasat  tiic  iqo- 
inent  absent  from  his  chair,  for  to  him  all  these  sccntrs 
were  fninilinr,  having  himself  been  an  actor  in  the  battles 
of  the  revolution.  Mr.  C.  had  no  other  knowledge  but 
from  written  and  oral  liistoty— But  sir,  said  Mr>  C.  linvitcd 
as  my  information  is,  I  must  be  permitted  to  tell  t1t«  |^n- 

..  (iJitMTMl  OUCoarmn,         1  To).  134. p. 
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tleman  from  Soutlj  Garoliiw,  be  ha?  not  correctly  pren 
ttB  the  events  of  the  southern  Cftmpaign  ;  no  man  is  less 
diypotJ  thui  inyieK  tu  lessen  the  just  reputation  of  tlve 
nibtia  ofBcera  who  acqniied  gloiy  in  that  cumpaign,  bttt 
as  a  MarrUtKler,  1  cannot  permit  tlie  wcH  earned  laurels 
0^  her  brave  tons  who  fought  and  bled  by  her  side  to  be 
tamidied.  The  gentleman  was  most  imtbrtunate  in  his 
poaitton  that  the  militia  alone  foug-ht  those  battles,  ai^t 
stiU  more  in  hts  reference  to  the  nanH's  oftlie  Cowpens, 
Eutaw,  and  Camden,  ,to  prove  that  the  ofllicers  of  the 
eentineBtal  army  did  not  perform  cffectiTC  service.  Sir, 
Niiylaiid  ha*  lately  hatf  to  moam  over  the  bier  of  her  de- 
pvwd  HoTsrd.  He  has  gone  down  to  (he  grave  foil  of 
years,  of  honor,  and  esteem.  His  gallant  conduct  aa  a  sol- 
liier,  was  not  more  estimable  than  htB,exeeltent,  amiable, 
and  modest  virtues  as  a  citizen.  To  him  was  diie.  ns  it 
haa  been  accorded,  a  large  share  of  the  glories  which 
were  won  in  two  of  those  battles  :  at  the  Ceirpens,  his 
eounge  and  his  skill  have  secured  the  admiration  of  his 
coantry,  for  binuelf,  and  the  brave  companies  of  the  Ma- 
ryland tine  which  he  commanded  ;  at  Kittaw,  he  fought 
ml  bia  blood  !hcTe  mingled  with  tiiut  of  the  patrints, 
who  Ml  hy  ha  side,  and  I  now  with  Burprise  find  he  is 
omiUed  in  the  history  of  their  exploits.  I  need  not  ask 
the  honorable  gentleouin  to  go  far,  to  find  other  proofs, 
thai  regular  officers  acquired  glui>'  in  the  South.  I  point 
him  to  one  of  the  monuments  of  that  ngv.  which  time  has 
snared— one  who  now  aaka  your  justice — and  tell  him 
nert  is  anoUter  when)  Maryland  is  proud  to  call  her  son, 
who  fougltt,  was  wounded,  and  made  prisoner,  nt  Cam- 
den, [dcneral  Rbid,  who  was  in  the  lobby.]  £  will 
not  offend  him  by  sounding  his  praises  in  his  presence, 
hnt  1  should  be  treacherous  to  him,  to  his  depatted  friend, 
toathei«ortheirwDithycampattiots,andtomy  State,  if  I 
dBd  not  correct  the  error  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SM1TH»  of  S.  Camlhia,  did  not  mean  to  detract 
from  the  mnit  of  the  regnlar  army.  If  Majoe  Howard's 
services  were  so  valuable — and'he  knew  they  were  so — 
why  was  not  some  provision  made  for  his  heirs  ?  He 
was  not  insennble  to  the  services  of  the  rcg\dars  l  but 
he  coDtcndcd  in  &vor  of  the  miiUia.  He  repeated  that 
the  regular  troops  retreated  and  fled  at  Camden  t  and  he 
beUevea  they  did  not  stop  until  they  arrived  at  Philadei- 
pbia.  He  liad  not  sakl  th^  there  n-as  noregulararmy  at 
the  South  ;  btit  that  it  was  tnefTeetual.  He  ha<l  not  snid 
that  (iencTnl  Lincoln  had  no  regtilar  troops  i  but  that 
they  laid  <Iown  their  arms,  anci  deli\'cre<l  up  the  City  of 
Charleston  ;  and  if  the  militin  haA  done  the  same,  it  would 
bare  afforded  another  ai^ument  to  their  prejudice,  and  in 
bow  of  the  regulars.  He  had  aaid  that  General  Green 
had  but  a  email  regular  force  at  Eiitaiv'  and  Ouilfbrd 
Court  house  ;  and  he  had  said,  and  now  repeated  it,  that 
bia  men  were  chiefly  militia,  were  posted  in  front,  and 
bore  the  beat  of  the  brittle.  Aa  to  the  Cowpens,  if  there 
was  a  regular  army  there,  it  was  a  very  small  one  ;  and 
the  victory  had  always  been  ftttribateil  munly  to  the  good 
conduct  of  the  milttta.  But,  if  he  was  mistaken  in  this, 
he  would  ask,  if  he  was  not  right  in  his  statement,  that 
Ae  whole  country  was  ravaged,  at  the  time  when  Con* 
wouU  not  send  an  anny  to  the  South.  Again,  saiil 
Mr.  S.,  I  would  ask*  where  was  your  regulars,  at  King'ii 
Uount ;  attd  whether  that,  achievement  by  the  southern 
militia,  did  not  give  a  turn  tu  affairs,  when  General  Wash- 
io^on  was  flying  before  the  British  armies  ?  lmme(.liate- 
ly  upon  the  decision  uf  that  battle,  Comwallis  marched 
Us  aimy  to  the  South.  1  know,  said  Mr.  9..  many  a  man 
«4io  fought  in  that  battle  who  la  now  poor  and  pcnnylcES. 
Sir,  tiie  conduct  of  the  southern  militia  was  beyond  my 
praise.  1-lad  they  waited  until  a  regular  army  came  to 
ibeir  aamstanee,  tlie  Southern  States  would  have  settled 
down  as  a  Britiah  Province.  And  not  only  did  their  acta 
do  much  towards  our  independence—their  example  gave 
■piii:  ind  confidence  to  the  pcf^rfe.  These  were  hit  Qeat 


of  the  qiteslinn.  He  thought  these  officers  came  here 
with  no  better  claim,  than  any  other  clas«  of  individuals 
who  made  sacriflces,  and  rendered  services,  during  the 
Revolution.  There  were  thousandfi  of  individual  de- 
prived of  all  they  possessed,  by  the  depreciation  on  the 
continental  money.  There  were  fathers  and  sons  killed 
at  their  very  doors — and  of  thesf  we  hear  not  a  word. 
But  lifre  at  this  late  day  is  a  band  of  patriots,  who  come 
forward  and  declare  that  Congress  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  them,  which  has  never  been  fulfilled.  I  say, 
said  Mr.  S.  that  these  offlcers  have  no  better  claim  than 
Uiose  other  clasi^cs  to  whom  I  have  alluded.  He  knew 
no  reason  why  they  should  be  relieved  in  prefer- 
ence. He  knew  of  no  plundering  speculations  In  wliich 
others  had  not  sufTered  as  well  as  they.  The  history  of 
those  times,  of  the  sufferings  and  privations  of  ihc  south- 
ern people,  had  never  been  correctly  written.  While  it 
was  impossible  tu  make  up  alt  the  latses  which  had  fal- 
len, as  the  ftte  of  war,  upon  the  people  of  the  whole 
country— he  vxt  against  making  a  distinction  fitvorabla 
to  one  class  in  preference  to  another. 
,  Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  must  pardon  him  for  another  remark. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  saitl  that  the  written  histo- 
ries of  the  events  alluded  to  by  him,  are  not  accurate  ;  his 
emendations  ore  to  go  to  the  world,  and  will  no  doubt  re- 
ceive, as  they  are  entitled  to  claim,  great  respect.  A  re- 
gard for  the  character  of  some  of  those  concerned,  and  a 
wish  to  put  their  claims  fairly  before  the  public,  induces 
me  to  correct  an  error,  into  which  the  gentleman  haa 
certainly  been  betrayed.  Me  alleges  that  at  Cambden, 
the  American  troops  ran  away  at  the  first  fire ;  on  what 
authority  the  genUein'in  haa  ventured  this  assertion,  I 
know  notjt  but  this  I  do  know,  from  an  honorable  man 
now  Kving,  and  folly  entiUed  to  faith  and  credit,  and  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  Marj'land  line,  engaged  in  that  bat- 
tle, that  there  was  a  close,  and  warm  engagement  for  fif- 
ty-four minutest  'Tis  true  my  informant  did  not  say  how 
many  rounds  were  fired,  but  Sir,  if  the  battle  continued 
fifty-four  minutes,  and  but  one  fire  was  exchanged,  the 
extraordinary  character  of  that  fact,  could  not  well  have 
escaped  the  very  marked  attention  of  military  men,  and 
hare  given  celebri^  to  the  battle  of  Camden,  for  at 
least  one  cireunwtance  that  has  not  been  usually  associat- 
ed with  Hs  history. 

Mr.  BOBBIN'S  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect ; 

In  speaking  to  this  subject,  I  shall  speak  only  to  the 
l<>gal  obligation,  ifany,  of  the  United  States,  in  thiscase. 
For  though  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (my  fHend,  if  he  will  permit  me  to 
call  bim  so,)  that  appeals  in  thia  case  to  the  gratitude  and 
magnanimity  of  (be  nation,  imply  the  absence  of  legal 
obligation,  or  the  apprehension  of  that  absence ;  I  de 
agree  that  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  on  those 
appeab,  nor  to  be  influenced  by  them,  any  further  than 
as  they  are  sustained  by  that  obligation.  '  1  am  the  more 
anxious  now  to  speak  to  that  point,  as  it  has  been  more 
particularly  challenge<l  by  the  learned  and  ahle  gentle, 
man  from  South  Carolina,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat. 

The  legal  question  1  take  to  be  this — wliether  suppos- 
ing the  commutation  not  to  be  equal  to  the  iwlf  pay  tor 
life,  the  United  Slates  are  under  an  obligation  to  make 
good  the  difference  j  an  obligation  either  legal  or  equita- 
ble I  for  as  to  Government,  ihcre  is  no  differen(^  be- 
tween the  legal  obligation  and  the  equitable  {  both  have 
the  same  common  foundation  injustice  t  their  ^fierence 
is  only  a  difference  nf  forms;  and  these  forma  belong  to 
court's,  not  to  governments. 

I  begin  this  inquiry  by  saying,  that  thu  act  of  1780, 
providing  half  pay  for  life  for  the  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  who  Bliould  serve  to  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lutibnnry  war,  became  a  contract  with  those  officers  who 
didaerre  tothe  dose  of  that  war.  The  propention  made 
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to  them  m  tiwt  act*  was  a  conditional  one ;  and  when  the 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  the  concUtion  was  perform- 
ed on  their  part,  it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  strictW  and  technically  so  speaking — a 
contract  with  those  officers,  not  as  a  body,  but  with  each 
indtvtdiud  officer.  In  1783,  when  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  and  ratified^  these  contracts  were  perfect- 
ed and  perfect,  and  became  from  that  moment  obligatory 
upon  the  United  States  ;  and  are  still  obligatory,  unless 
they  have  been  rescinded  by  each  individual  acting  for 
himself  For  several  parties  to  several  contracts,  cannot 
rescind  those  contractsfbr  one  another  {  nor  can  a  major' 
ity  of  alt  those  parties  rescind  them  for  all.  The  idea  is 
preposterous. 

If  these  contracts  have  been  retdnded,  it  imM  be,  I  re- 
peat; by  the  individual  assent  of  each  officer  to  the  res 
cindin^  act,  whatever  that  act  may  be.  If  that  assent  has 
been  gwen,  I  i^free  tt  is  not  material  in  what  form  it  was 
given  (  nor  whether  by  words  or  by  acts  \  whether  eX' 
pressed  in  the  former,  or  implied  by  the  latter :  but  the 
wet  of  the  anent.  and  of  ttie  itdrridunl  aqsent,  is  material. 

Now  as  to  the  evidence  of  this  assent.  The  votes  of 
the  army  Unes,  determined  by  majorities  In  those  lines, 
is  not  evidence  of  individual  assent  t  not  even  in  those 
nujoTitieB  {  for  it  is  impossible  to  aay  who  voted  in  those 
majorities ;  and  who  did  not  vote  in  them ;  if  is  impossi- 
ble, therefore,  to  bring  home  the  assent  to  any  one  in- 
dividual in  particulu-.  Ami  there  is  no  pretence,  to  say 
that  these  votes  were  unanimous.  Had  they  been  unua- 
imou^  it  would  have  amounted  to  the  requiute  |MO(tf,  u 
to  eaidi  individual  t  but  they  were  not  unanimous  i  and 
tbe  proof  is  that  tbe  votes  were  reported  to  Congress  as 
minorities  merely  %  a  majority  of  the  whole,  certainly  is 
not  the  whole ;  regarding,  then,  tbe  votes  of  these  ma- 
jorities as  not  being  evidence  of  individual  UBent— what 
evidence  of  individual  assent  remains  ? 

It  is  said  that  the  acts  of  these  officers  imply  thia  as- 
sent t  tittt  in  p<dnt  of  fitct  they  HA  accept  of  the  com- 
mutation notes,  Ipven  as  a  substitute  for  half  pay,  and  did 
receive  them  in  fieuof  tlie  half  pay  t  that  this  was  impli- 
ed assent,  and  was  iRdividuallv  ^ven.  AU  this  is  very 
true,  and  would  be  quite  conclusive  against  the  officer, 
if  this  assent  was  voluntary.  Here  is  the  turning  point 
of  tbe  whole  case.  If  this  assent  was  voluntary,  it  was 
conclusive  agMnst  the  officer  {  but  if  it  was  compulsory, 
it  was  not  condurive.  How  was  the  &ct } 

If  this  alternative  bad  teen  presented  to  the  officei^ 
here,  take  these  commutMion  notes,  or  take  your  lialf 
payforlifot  and  he  had  taken  the  commutation  notes, 
the  acceptance  would  have  been  conclunve  upon  him, 
because  then  it  would  have  been  voluntary.  But  tbisal- 
temative  was  not  presented  to  him.  The  alternative 
presented  to  htm  was  this — here,  take  these  commu^- 
tion  note^  or  take  nothing— yes,  or  take  nothing.  That 
this  was  the  alternative  is  evident ,-  first,  because  Con- 
gress supposed,  and  acted  upon  the  idea,  that  these  offi- 
cers had  agreed  to  accept  the  commutation  in  lieu  of  the 
half  pay  ;  and  were  to  be  held  precluded.  Then  incon- 
sequence of  this  supposition,  because  Congress  had 
made  and  contemplated  making;  noprovlMon,  nther  im- 
mediate or  prospective,  for  satisfying  these  life  annuities, 
in  case  the  commutation  notes  should  be  refused,  by 
these  offi^ei%  or  Sty  any  of  theni.  The  alternative  pre- 
sented, then,  unquestionably  was  this — either  take  these 
note^  or  take  nothing.  And  surely  an  acceptance  thus 
constrained,  thus  compelled,  was  no^  and  could  not,  be 
called  voluntary.  A  constrained  acceptance  a  voluntary 
acceptance  1  Why,  it  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  You 
might  as  well  lay  mt  a  reteaae  of  a  privtfe  debt  for  half 
it«  amount,  was  a  TOluntmy  release,  and  a  binding  dit- 
charae.  No  :  as  in  that  case,  the  debt  would  still  be  a 
subsutii^  debt,  at  least  for  the  unsatisfied  balance  ;  so 
this  obU^tion  b  «tiU  a  subsisting  obligation,  unlets  the 


commutation  was  a  fair  eqiuvalent  for  ttie  half  par- 
question  then  arises — whether  it  was  a  fair  equmdcntt 
and  if  so,  whether  this  equivalent  has  been  pud  up  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  this  contract.  But  upon  these 
questions  I  do  not  propose  now  to  speak.  Both  hcv« 
been  so  clearly  explained  by  the  honoiaUe  gentlcmaa 
who  made  the  report,  and  by  others  in  this  dei»ate,  dtat 
if  I  made  the  attempt,  I  could  not  hope  to  ^ed  upoa 
them  any  adchtional  light.  I  couU  but  repeat  what  th^ 
have  stated,  and  I  foar  I  should  hut  weaken  what  1 
peated. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  ns  ho  Uwyer,  and  did  not 
understand  the  nature  of  contracts.  But  he  gatbercri 
from  what  had  been  said,  that  if  any  originatoontmet  wwm 
changed  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  it  wm  still  bind* 
ing.  It  appears  that  %  majoribr  of  the  oAcert  did  Ac- 
cept the  terms  of  the  commutation,  and  thit  majority,  us 
his  opinion,  swept  away  ^  orisnial  contract  Awl  be 
looked  upon  the  acceptance  the  commotation  eerti&- 
cates  as  a  proof  positive  iMT  their  acquiescence  in  tb* 
terms  proposed.— Otherwise,  said  Mr.  C**  I  convder  it 
binding  on  ttie  chumants  toriiow  evidence  <hat  Utey  did 
not  vote  for  the  commutation  law..  If  tint  could  b* 
shewn,  the  case  would  have  been  made  eat. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland.  1  retnaibd  on  a  fcwmer  oc 
casion  that  the  Southern  lines  never  did  vote.  GetkrsI 
Green  never  propounded  the  question  to  the  oAcers  im- 
der  him — and  when  they  returned  home  they  wereforeed 
to  accept  the  certificates. 

Mr.  WOODBUBY  observed,  that  there  never  was  mnr 
proof  of  the  acceptance  of  the  bw  by  the  offlem,  m& 
the  exception  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVea- 
Bury-  But,  was  it  not  evident  that  those  who  cfid  not 
vote  for  the  bill  were  those  who  were  under  thirty  y<Sate 
of  age  They  were  those  alone  who  were  to  be  injined 
by  it.  Besides  it  is  well  known  that  the  seniw  offioeia 
had  allowed  the  younger  officers  togo  home  on  fiiilMqh 
constquenU^  they  were,  not  present  when  the  rate  vn> 
taken  m  theu-  respective  lines. 

Mr.  HARBISON  said  that  the  Committee  bad  hem 
placed  in  a  vety  deliciAe  poation,  as  they  were  prebabhr 
restrained  by  motives  of  expediency  from  proporing  A 
that  their  feelings  and  wishes  would  have  led  them  to  re> 
commend.  Mr.  H- feltthisiUfBouIty  himself,  andthongbt 
it  necessary  to  explain  his  reasons  fat  nppoww  the  in- 
troduction of  the  olwDS  of  the  soUieis  into  mis  bilL 
He  hardly  knew  how  tti- oppose  a  measure,  t^Uie  iMriiKn- 
pie  of  which  he  was  in  favor.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  said  that  he  did  not  f»nsure  these 
applicants ;  but  certainly  he  has  questioned  their  right 
and  their  motives.  Btit  said  Mr.  H.,  the  author  of  thU 
plan  was  the  Commander-in-Chief  Umself;  oncofwhoee 
letters  I  read  yesterday,  in  which  he  reiterated  min  uid 
i^in  the  promise  of  Coi^jTeaa  to  the  officers  of  naif  pay 
for  life— and  in  which  he  declares  that  it  is  not  only  i^;ht 
and  just  but  the  only  means  cf  kee|ring  the  army  together. 
He  would  now  read  another  passage  of  the  same  letter^ 
[Mr.  H.  then  read  a  passage  of  the  letter  of  Gener^ 
Washii^on,  in  which  he  urged  the  measure,  nut  on  the 
ground  of  the  necessitieB  of  the  officers,  but  on  the  siiqrfe 
grounds  of  econonnr  and  public  benefit.]  That  thu  had 
beenihe  opinion  of  General  Washington  after  the  war, 
there  was  ahundant  evidenoe. 

Mr.  H.  sud  he  regretted  that  the  gentleman  fhqn 
South  Carolina  bad  contrasted  the  claisM  of  the  r^palws 
and  the  miUtia.  Their  merits  and  services  could  stand 
by  the  side  of  each  other  safely.  He  agreed  that  the 
claim  of  U)e  militia  was  a  valid  one,  and  it  was  not  hia 
fiuilt,  if  it  mu  not  acknowledged.  Hie  gentleman  Ana 
Soudi  Carolina  was  mistaken  in  many  of  thefactr  wUch 
he  bad  stated  i  »id  Hr.  H.  would  endeavour  to  eorreet 
-them.  Tbe  battle  of  the  Cuwpens  was  gained  by  regii> 
bvtKH^s.  GeneMlPicktntwss  tbeevonHKkrer  M- 
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regubw,  and  be  acted  in  diis  case,  as  in  all  others,  with 
die  otmott  brnvny  ud  intdGgence.  Indeed,  Mr.  H.  wu 
of  o|»nion  tb«t  bis  share  of  the  glory  had  never  been 
awarded  to  bim,  Re  did  not  occupy  the  hi^tiest  posi- 
tion, but  he  vas  always  to  be  found  at  the  post  of  danger. 
The  ntilitie  at  the  Cowpens  did  all  that  was  required  of 
them  t  but  dlstinguiahed  themselTesin  no  particular  man- 
ner. [Mr.  H.  here  read  an  account  oTtbe  partioulara  of 
the  batUe.1  He  had  heard  a  venerable  officer  doubt  if 
ever  s^atde  was  fboght  before,  in  which  the  bayonets 
afthe  two  parties  were  crossed ;  but  that  here  it  was  the 
aae,  and  tne  British  were  driven.  The  retreat  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad  alluded,  .was 
oMMed  by  cirounistances  beyond  the  control  of  the  re- 
golar  army.  And  that  retreat  had  placed  on'bi|^'the 
same  of  Col.  Otbo  A-  WilCams,  who  condaeted  it  in  a 
WNt  nasteriy  manner. 

Mr.  R.  had  never  heard  Us  flsend  from  South  Caroli> 
tm,  with  so  maeb  disMtiAt^n  as  Oh  this  subject  [He 
hen  made  some  allusions  to  the  sctions  fsught  during 
that  campaign,  m  rejily  to  Mr.  S .» but  the  reporter  has  it 
not  in  bis  power  to  give  the  detul.]  He  would  make  one 
remark  more  in  relation  to  the  idea  that  the  commutation 
being  accepted,  no  further  claim  existed.'  They  had  no 
ahemative.  liie  government  had  no  money  to  give 
them,  and  they  were'  induced  to  take  the  terms  offered. 
But  had  they,  seeing  that  they  were  not  paldan  ei]uiva- 
lent,  taken  tbe  necessary  tneansi  the  government  woidd 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  a  much  la^fcr  amount.  For 
instance,  they  might  have  sold  their  claims  to  half-pay, 
iastead  of  the  commutation  certificate.  It  could  not  be 
Mipposed  that  at  a  time  when  the  half  pay  was  6rst  offered 
thero,  they  anticipated  being  forced  to  accept  a  less  valua- 
Ue  conHdentien,  when  it »  recollected  that  to  tlus  nro- 
nwe  General  Wa^i^fton  attributed  tbe  renovation  or  the 
anay.  In  every  point  of  view  the  army  deserved  the 
^pellatMin  bestowed  upon  It  by  him,  of  the  patriot  army  ; 
and  Mr.  H-  felt  regret  that  the  appeal  of  these  otiicers 
d»ou1d  have  caused  so  much  discusnon,  and  had  met  with 
so  much  opposition.  He  felt  deeply  interested  in  this 
VS,  and  had  thought  it  bis  duty  to  correct  tbd  errors 
oThis  fnend  ftom  South  Csrolina,  because^  in  one  of  the 
affsns  to  which  he  bad  alluded,  a  friend  of  Mr.  H.'s  took 
a  part,  to  whom  he  owed  more  than  to  any  other  person. 
But  besides,  be  felt  interested  in  preserving  inviolate  the 
fame  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution,  to  whom  he  owed, 
in  common  with  all,  the  gift  of  freedom,  to  which  perhaps 
he  might  add,  that  his  dearest  friend  diedopon  the  field 
in  tbose  dsys  of  glorious  peii). 

Mr.  BEItRIEK  said  that  he  was  derirous  of  strting  hu 
views  on  tlus  bill  t  but  the  day  a-as  now  too  fhr  advanced 
ta  justHy  Um  in  troubring  the  Senate  with  furtberdebate. 
Be  tfierefiire  moved  that  the  Senate  acfjoom. 

WsBvasDAT,  jAVOAaT  30,  1838. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 

Ob  motion  vfHr.  KANE,  tfie  billfor  regulatiiw process 
in  tbe  Court*  of  tiie  Utrited  Sttfes,  in  States  admitted  into 
tbeUnifm  since  1789,  was  then  taken  up/ and  the  qnes. 
lion  being  upon  the  amendment  offiered  by  Mr  White  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  now  "  the  words,  '*  may  be" — 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  some  discussion  bad  already  oc 
caned  on  the  amendment  offered  by  him,  and  as  provi 
■ions  were  i^solutely  necessaiy  in  some  of  the  districts, 
lather  than  embarrass  its  passage,  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment 

Mr.ROW AN  then  rose,and  in  sopport  ofan  amendment 
proposed  by  him,  tbe  effect  of  wnich  was  to  take  away 
the  power  of  the  Federal  courts,  to  supervise  and  modify 
the  process  laws  passed  by  the,  State  legislatures,  express- 
ed  bunself  at  connderable  len^,  alhiding  more  particu- 
lariy  to  abuses  that  had  arisen  in  the  State  of  Kentucky- 
He  obMrrcd  durt  tiK  jndgea  oi^t  to  be  made  to  pub- 


lisli  their  rules,  for  in  his  State  the  people  had  only  learn- 
ed the  nature  of  the  rules  nf  Court,  by  th«r  operation, 
and  when  feeKng  dieir  effect  in  the  progress  of  their  antes. 
He  pretested  agidnst  the  i4ght  of  judges  to  alter,  to  an- 
nul, or  to  make  laws,  and  desired  to  confine  the  Judicia* 
ry  within  its  own  proper  orbit.  He  thought  Congress 
was  not  wandering  from  its  proper  Sphere,  in  passing 
laws  which  were-not  to  be  altered  at  the  discretion  n 
judges.  It  might  be  proper  for  courts  to  regulate  *n4 
modify  the  mere  forms ;  but  tb&n  prerogative  ought  to  be 
much  guarded  ;  for  there  never  was  a  power  delegated, 
which  was  not  carried  to  its  fiill  eAe'nt  by  those  in  whose 
bands  it  aras  placed.  It  was  difficult  to  get  back  power 
when  once  given  t  and  here  a  transfer  of  power  was  con- 
templated which  might  be  carried  to  a  dangerous  length, 
as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  such  grants  to  steal  on  gradual- 
ly in  an  imperceptible  manner,  and  in  the  end  to  defy  all 
redress  or  retrenchment.  If  it  was  necessaty,  a  law  to  re- 
gulate rules  of  court  ought  to  be  passed  by  Congress. 
This  Bouse  was  the  laboratory  in  which  laws  were  to  be 
made.  And  if  Congress  did  not  choose  to  make  these 
laws,  let  those  of  the  States  be  adopted,  which  could  ea- 
sily be  done,  and  would  suit  the  desires  of  all.  He  be- 
lieved the  people  were  the  best  judges  of  their  own  in. 
terest,  and  of  what  would  conduce  to  their  happiness  f 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people  was  always  the  prime  ob- 
ject of  all  governments.  They  certainly  understood  bet- 
ter what  suited  their  condition  Ahan  any  ccntr^  legisla- 
tive power  could  do.  Tbe  people  in  Kentucky  were 
sore  on  this  subject.  They  had  long  protested  against 
the  wrongs  they  had  suffered  ;  but  being  a  single  State, 
those  evi&  were  scarcely  heard.  It  would  be  different, 
Mr.  Rowan  ai^ed,  when  any  number  of  the  States  were 
stmilariy  aggrieved  at  the  same  time.  Tlieir  remon- 
strances would  then  be  hcardj  and  heard  eiTeetualiy. 
What  was  the  objection  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ?  Were  the  codes  of  the 
States  too  vglgor  for  the  sublimated  comprehensions  of 
the  Federal  Courts.  He  could  not  conceive  of  such  a 
distinction,  for,  although  we  bad  two  sepsrate  govern- 
ments, we  bad  as  yet  but  one  people,  and  whst  the  laws 
of  one  could  effect,  could  be  dime  by  tbe  laws  of  the 
other.  It  was  a  scandal  that  the  States  were  not  placed 
on  a  footing  in  law  with  an  honorable  gentleman.  The 
confidence  placed  in  them  was  not  eqtial  to  tliat  placed 
in  an  indivtouol  of  good  moral  character;  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  States  were  capable  of  partial  conduct  in- 
volving a  degree  of  moral  oblifiuity  of  which  an  honest 
man  would  scorn  to  be  guilty.  If  the  States  could  be 
depended  on  i  if  they  could  be  trusted  to  enact  process 
acts  for  their  own  people,  why  should  not  the  Federal 
Courts  be  directed  by  them  ?  Why  should  not  the  intel- 
lect which  regulated  the  process  of  the  State  Courts  be 
applied  also  to  the  regulation  of  the  Federal  Courts  } 
There  was  generally  as  much  gravity  and  industrj'  in  the. 
legUlatures  of  the  States  as  in  Congress,  at  least  for  the 

Purposes  to  which  their  endeavors  were  directed.  He 
oped  the  veie  of  the  House  might  be  put  upon  this  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  beTieve  that  the  ftamers  of  the  act  of 
1789,  intended  that  the  Federal  Courts  should  hare  su- 
preme controul  over  process  in  the  States  fh>m  its  inclp- 
lency  to  its  details.  On  these  grounds  he  had  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that  he  had  hoped  that  this  question 
would  have  been  settled  before  the  hour  bad  arrived  f<H- 
the  comdderation  of  special  orders.  The  meuure  was  so 
essential  to  several  of  the  new  States  that  he  was  vtry  de- 
sirous that  it  should  now  be  disposed  of.  Ttie  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
the  bill  which  subjects  the  laws  of  process  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  Federal  Courts.  He  (Mr.  K.)  thought  the 
words  ought  to  he  retained.  I'he  gentleman  liad  aUud- 
cd  to  the  difficuWci  which  bad  arisen  is  Kentoeky.  But 
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he  conwdered  that  those  diificulttei  vose  from  tlie  fact 
that  no  such  bill  as  this  had  been  in  existence,  lie 
thouglit  it  an  error  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that 
he  wished  to  api))y  the  circumstances  of  former  years  to 
the  present  condition  of  things.  What  was  the  object  of 
this  bill  ?  It  waS{to  muke  the  process  of  Uic  Federal 
Courts  the  same  as  those  of  the  States.    Tliis  w-os  the 

general  proposition.    It  did  not  give  the  judges  power 

to  make  or  alter  process  laws  ;  but  only  the  power  of  mo> 

difying  them  so  as  to  make  them  consistent,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  forms.    He  doubted  whether  any  judge  «ncc 

the  act  of  1789»  had  undertaken  to  alter  process  laws  of 

the  States  further  than  related  to  the  forms.    He  hoped 

the  bill  would  now  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  in 

support  ol  the  motion  of  Mr.  Uowan.  He  considered  that 

any  measure  which  should  directly  or  indirectly  sustain 

the  power  of  the  judges  of  tlie  Federal  Court%  as  now 

exercised  in  Kentucky,  operated  effectually  to  sanction 

the  principle  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  which  caused 

the  separation  of  this  country  from  Great  Britain.  For 

himself,  so  help  him  God  !  he  never  would  yieM  to  judge 

or  jury,  acting  under  illegal  forms,  his  constitutiannl  rights. 
Mr.  WOODbURY  move<I  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 

but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  VAN  UUKEN,  who  said  that  the  qutstliin  ought 

now  to  be  dispoiied  trf*.    Six  States  were  now  waiting  the 

result  of  the  legislation  oii  tliis  subject.  This  was  the  se- 
cond year  which  this  subject  had  been  before  Congn'ss. 

and  he  was  veiy  desirous  that  its  decision  sliould  be  no. 

longer  delayed;  and  it  was  quite  wtitain  that  the  bill 

could  be  disposed  of  at  once. 

Mr.  V.  U.  then  made  some  remarks  in  a  lety  low  voice, 

the  whole  of  which  were  not  hcani  by  the  reporter.  'He 

was  understood  to  express  regret  at  being  forced  into 

collision  with  the  opinions  of  a  gentleman  for  whom  he 

had  the  highest  estimation.    The  motion  offered  by  the 

gentleman  from  Tennessee,  had  proposed  to  give  the 

legislatures  of  the  States  the  powerof  prescribing  rules, 

still  preserving  the  supervision  of  the  Federal  Courts. 

That  proposition  had  been  withiirawn,  leaving  tlie  bill  as 

it  originally  stood,  proposing  to  nut  the  new  States  on 

tlic  same  fmting  witli  tlie  okler  branches  of  the  Uniun. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  I  sincerely  regret  that  an  at- 
tempt i^ould  have  been  made  to  change  the  system  by  a 
new  proposition,  the  operation  of  which  will  be  to  place 
the  new  States  on  an  entirely  difTcrcnt  footing,  knd  l 
shall  oppose  such  a  measure  with  as  miicli  zeal  as  is 
shewn  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  its  advocacy. 
1  liavc  heretofore  spoken  of  the  difficulties  expeiienced 
by  those  who  first  regulated  the  judiciary  of  the  country. 
Thty  were  obliged  tii  obsen-e  the  various  powers  of  the 
States— and  they  had  therefore  to  avoid  anj-  measure 
which  should  change  or  infringe  the  then  existing  laws  of 
each  member  of  the  Union.  They  could  not  do  away 
(he  State  laws,  and  it  would  be  recollected  that  many  of 
the  then  existing  laws  tlircw  important  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  Federal  Courts  growing  out  of  the  English 
liovs  from  which  they  bad  been  adoptetL  They  there- 
fore took  the  bwa  of  the  Slates  as  they  found  t)icm,  and 
upon  that  multifarious  basis,  built  up  the  Federal  judi- 
ciary of  the  country.  In  one,  two,  or  perhaps  three,  in. 
stances  only,  had  any  difficulty  occurred  between  the 
State  powers  and  the  Federal  Courts.  In  Kentucky  the 
ferment  tliat.at  one  time  existeil,  had  b;4ipily  been  quiet- 
ed. The  only  difficulty  in  that  State  had  been  that  the 
rales  of  court  originated  with  the  Federal  Court»  instead 

of  emanating,  as  they  should  have  done,  from  the  State  le-  j  on  the  table,  in  order  to  give  lime  fw  its  fidi  mvestiga- 
gislatiire,  subject  to  the  supcrvis'on.  of  the  Federal  tlon.    He  would  barely  remark,  id  conclusion,  that  his 


The  Courts,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  finding- 
none,  were  forced  to  make  rules  to  govern  their  proceaa. 
The  gentleman  from  .Kentucky  has  adopted  a  mistaken 
idea  in  supposing  that' legislation  could  be  exercised  in 
matters  pointed  out  by  the  cOnstituticm  as  coming  pecu- 
liarly under  the  province  of  the  Supreme  Court.  That 
Court  adopted  the  State  laws  an  fitr  as  was  pnoHcable  i 
and  they  could  go  no,  farther. 

It  was  admitted,  that  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Courts,  the  .best  mstem  that  the  nature  of  things  would 
allow,  had  been  adopted;  they  could  not  have  framed  a 
better  plan.  It  could  not  be  ddne  now.  He  was  vety 
flesirous  that  the  bill  should  pasi  as  it  came  from  the 
committee  i  as  he  thought  no  State  had  reason  to  com- 
plain  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  ROWAN  would  deUin  the  Senate  but  a  fcw  mo- 
ments. He  did  not  agree  with  his  friend  from  New  York, 
as  to  the  ncces-iity  of  keeping  up  the  presfent  system,  or 
in  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  tliat  could  be  ftamed. 
That  gentleman  anrues  that  there  isa  necesnty  openting>. 
which  in  certain  cases  may  iitrolve  the  laws  of  a  soTcreiga 
State-  II:i3  that  necessity  existed  for  half  a  century  ?  Is  it 
from  that  cause  that  the  gentleman  argues  that,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  we  are  forced  to  cherish  a  germ  of  pm- 
son  within  the  bosom  of  the  cuuntrv  ?  If  discretion  must 
be  given,  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  sa^r  in  the  hands  of  the 
million  and  a  half  of  freemen  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
than,  intrusted  to  the  judges  of.the  Federal  Courts  *  If 
this  matter  must  be  trusted  to  somebody,  is  it  not  bet- 
ter to  ))Iace  it  In  tbo  hands  of  the  people  themselves,  tfian 
in  the  discretionaty  power  of  two  or  three  individuals  *'ko 
tnay  be  strangers  to  the  interests  and  welf^e  of  the  people 
of  the  State  ? 

The  laws  were  not  made  to  be  unalterable  :  they  were 
not  framed  never  to  be  revoked.  And  now,  when  an 
opportunity  offers  to  change  what  has  produced  such  evil 
consequences,  it  is  put  oft'  until  a  more  convenient  time. 
Agrippa-like,  gentlemen  looked  forward  -to  the  more 
convenient  season  to  take  hold  of  this  all  important  sub- 
ject. I  ask  again,  said  Mr.  R,  if  it  is  not  more  safe  for 
the  judges  to  agree  to  the  views  of  the  people  of  the 
State  in  which  they  pitrslde,  than  by  any  arbitrary  laws 
ft-amed  b)  themselves,  to  destroy  public  confidence,  and 
injure  local  interests.  Will  you  trust  the  confluent  in- 
lellect  of  a  millioii  of  citizens  or  the  isolated  opintona  of 
two  individuals  ?  The  latter  lias  already  given  rise  to 
contests  of  the  most  serious  nature  ;  and  I  say,  if  you 
have  nut  time  to  frame  a  code  to  embrace  alt  points,  I  am 
for  adopting  the  codes  of  the  States.  Far,  aithcugh  w« 
are  but  one  people,  we  have  two  governments,  ami  the 
local  laws  of  this  people  ought  not  to  be  neglected  To 
the  general  government  (hey  are  liege  subjects,  without 
tliercby  losing  sight  of  what  is  due  lb  State  rights.  They 
fight  your  battles  ;  they  contribute  to  your  wealth,  yet 
tlicy  will  not  yield  their  rights  tu  the  general  govern- 
ment. You  may  send  out  yuur  viceroys  to  make  laws  ; 
but  a  perfect  code  will  never  be  framed,  until  (he  rules 
uf  court  be  made  to  rest  upon  the  concentrated  discre* 
lion  of  the  States  themselves.  And  he  did  not  fear  to  «y, 
tliat  there  was  as  much  virtue  and  integrity  in  tlic  State 
legislatures  as  in  the  general  government. 

Feeling  the  ki-iduess  and  courtc*y  of  the  gentleman 
fiom  New  York,  and  Cully  reciprocaiing  the  respect  ami 
esteem  which  tiint  gentleman  had  expressetl  toward  him, 
.Mr.  R.  regretted  that  ihi-y  should  differ  so  widely.  The 
gentleman  from  lllinuls  would  excuse  him  for  delaying 
the  present  conrideratton  of  the  bill,  by  moving  to  lay  it 


Judges.  But,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  I  tliink  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  is  in  the  wrony  It  appears  to  me  that  it  was 
the  duty  uf  the  State  legislature  to  have  adopted  Mies  ; 
aud  if  they  did  not  establi^  them,  it  was  tbeir  own  fault. 


object  was  not  preciselv  the  same  as  that  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Tennessee  ['At.  Whitk}  but  vasefllaigea  so  ai 
to  embrace  all  of  tlie  States. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 
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Survhing  Offietn  of  the  Sanbtttoa. 


[SBNATE. 


SDB\1YISG  OFFICEHS  OF  THE  REVOLDTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  cerbUn  surviving  Officers  of 
tltc  Itevolutioiuiry  Amy  was  then  again  tftken  up  for  con- 
sider&tion.    In  support  of  this  bill, 

Hr.  BERRIBN  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows  :  I 
bare,  said  he,  hitherto  absbuned  from  taking  any  part  in 
tbia  debate.  Having  satiafietl-  myself  that  the  memoriaU 
iais  have  a  cLum  on  the  justice  of  this  Govemntent, 
founded  on  the  most  rigorous  legal  principlea  that  can 
be  invoked  for  Uie  decision  of  questions  of  private  nght, 
suitainej  and  enfoix^ed,  if  such  support  were  necessary, 
by  that  high  and  ennobling  feeling  of  gratitude  for  men- 
tonous  service,  which  ought  to  dtstinguiBh  us  as  a  nation, 
and  which,  as  individuals,  we  sliould  be  proud  lo  cherish  : 
having  listened  to  the  vsrr  hicid  and  impresiuve  exposi- 
tion of  the  fubject,  which  has  been  given  by  the  Cnair- 
man  of  the  Committee,  1  have  not  heretofore  permitted 
myself  to  believe,  that  this  measuft  was  fated  to  encoun- 
ter the  opposition  by  which  it  has  been  recently  assailed. 
Kvea  now,  when  umler  the  influence  of  feelings  thus 
called  into  exercise,  am)  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  my  as- 
sociates, I  present  myself  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  believe,  that  it  is  in  the  lUscliar^ 
of  my  duty,  ai  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  1  am  in- 
da<xd  to  make  even  thb  brief  trespass  on  their  time. 

I  owe  it  to  myself  to  make  one  preUminarj^  remark . 
Educated  in  feelings  of  deep  and  habitual  reverence  for 
those  illustrious  men,  by  whose  exertions,  under  Provi- 
dence, tiiia  great  Republic  was  ushered  into  existence,  I 
have  oevertheksi  nlenced  dietr  suggestions,  in  the  deci. 
sionof  this  qaestion.  1  came  to  its  consideration  with  a 
perfect  and  unchangeable  conviction,  that,  to  entitle 
these  memtHialist's  to  the  allowance  of  their  claim,  it  was 
necessary  to  do  somettiing  more  than  merely  make  out  a 
case,  which  should  appeal  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Ameri- 
can People,  however  meritorious  and  brilliant  the  servi- 
ces on  which  tliat  appeal  was  founded.  The  claim  was 
upon  the  Public  Treasury  of  that  l^eople,  preferred  to 
agenta  of  limited  authority,  who  most  allow  or  reject  it, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  fimcfions,  not  un- 
der the  influence  of  individual  feeling.  I  presume  not 
to  qaestion  the  motivt-s  of  any  Senator,  who  may  differ 
from  me,  when  I  say,  that  wc  are  not  the  almoners  of  the 
American  People,  the  dispensers  of  their  charity,  but 
sgent^  with  limited  powers,  entrusted  with  the  control 
of  the  pablic  pane,  n>r  the  sole  purpose  of  applying  it 
to  the  current  exigencies  of  the  Government,  m  the  ad- 
vancemciit  <^  great  principles  of  public  policy  connect- 
ed with  the  exercise  of  powers  substantively  conferred 
upon  us,  and  in  the  discharge  of  individual  ctMms  aris 
iog  from  our  own,  or  the  engagements  of  our  predcccs 
sors.  I  am  very  well  aware,  that  this  limited  constnic 
tion  of  our  powers  will  often  be  productive  of  cnibar 
rassment ;  tliat  many  cases  will  arise,  in  which  my  feelings  |  our  militia  to  victory  in  many  a  stormy  light ;  av,  and  to 
will  stnK^gfy  urge  a  more  extended  interpretation.  In  |  the  militia  themselves,  whose  individual  valor  has  often 
my  view,  however,  it  is  forbidden,  by  considerations '  snatched  victory  fbrm  the  disciplined  phalanx  which  op- 
higher  even  tlian  charity,  by  censidcRitions  of  fealty  to  |  posed  them.  lean  deplore  the  mutability  of  fortune,  which 
the  Constitution,  Which  we  have  sworn  to  preien  e.  ;  the  victor  of  Biirgoyne  wiis  destined  to  experience  on  the 
If  I  etr,  then,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  from  my  incapacity  i  pljiins  of  Camden.  But,  I  am  u  Southern  man  j  and  need  I 
lo  estimate  a  claim  of  mere  right,  to  dettrminc  an  onli-  i  lemind  him  tliat  some  of  the  moat  brilliant  scenes  of  our 
naiy  question  of  mciun  and /uum,  on  the  principles  ofj  Revolutionary  strife  were  exhibited  in  the  campuign  of 
'hat  siucnce,  to  wfaidi  1  have  devoted  (negligently,  if  you  j  the  Carolinns,  under  the  auspices  <rf'  Green,  empltstical- 
-il^  Sir,  but  still  with  some  fittlc  ardor,  however  tran-  ly  denominated  the  second  savior  of  bis  country  ?  Sir, 

while  1  cheerfully  accord  the  meed  of  merited  praise  to 


collective  merits  of  those  who  performed  it.  For  all  tho 

purposes  of  this  inqut-y,  that  question  is  res  Judicata. 
It  has  passed  into  judgment  by  the  decision  of  our  pre- 
decessors, in  the  Congress  of  1780,  and  1783.  The  claim 
\k  of  record,  and  the  single  question  for  our  determina* 
tion,  is,  whether  it  has  been  discharged. 

While,  however,  in  order  to  exclude  from  this  mquiry 
every  consideration  which  does  not  le|^timately  belong 
to  it,  1  r-bstain  from  speaking  of  the  chatscter  of  the  ser* 
vice,  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  compensate, 
with  any  view  to  invoke  your  gratitude  in  aid  of  your  jus- 
tice, I  cannot  listen  in  silence  to  observations,  of  which 
the  tendency,  however  unintentional,  is  to  diminish  the 
just  estimate  of  its  vslue.  I  present  this  as  a  claim  of 
right,  retting  in  contract,  and  having  the  character  of  an 
express  ctmvention^  obligation.  But,  if  gentlemen  will 
look  bebhid  that  contract,  to  the  considetmtion  on  whii^ 
it  is  fbunded,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  an  unfavora- 
ble comparison  between  these  memorialists,  and  those  of 
their  companions  in  armn,  although  I  cannot  be  tempted 
to  say  aught  which  may  detract  from  the  merits  of  the 
latter,  it  is  my  right,  it  is  my  duty,  to  defend  those  who 
have  defended  us;  to  rescue  from  all  unfriendly  judgw 
ment,  the  hard  earned  reputation  of  those  gallant  men, 
who  breasted  the  storm  in  the  perilous  struggle  of  our 
Revolutionaty  conflict.  If  I  couhl  shrink  from  the  per- 
formance of  such  a  duty,  1  should  be  faitliless  to  the  best 
and  purest  feelings  of  my  heart.  That  eye  is  forever 
dimmed,  whose'Uving,  indignant  gaze,  !  could  not  brook, 
if  1  were  thus  recreant  ftoro  the  claims  of  nature  and 
affection. 

Sir,  is  it  at  this  day  a  question,  whether  those  gallant 
men,  whom  Washington  su  oflen  led  to  \Hclory  and  re- 
nown, with  whom  be  so  oOensliared  privations  and  stif^ 
ferings,  infinitely  more  trj'ing  to  the  spirit  of  the  soldier, 
than  danger  in  its  most  appalling  form ;  is  it  at  this  day,  ■ 
question,  whether  they  have  or  have  not  deserved  all  that 
a  grateful  country  can  bestow?  Fifty  years  have  rolled 
on  amid  the  «inual  recitals  of  their  achict-enienta,' while 
they  tht:mse1ves  have,  fur  the  most  part,  passed  away, 
!  leaving  to  us  lh«  rich  legacy  of  their  lieroic  deeds,  sir, 
the  reputation  of  the  Revolutionary  patriot  is  Uie  moral 
treasure  of  the  nation,  lii  ages  yet  lo  come,  it  will  con. 
sfitute  that  nation's  strength. 

I  repeat  the  declaration,  1  do  not  found  the  claim  which 
I  am  now  advocating  before  you,  on  the  'consideration 
that  it  was  dearly,  nobljr  *on,  I  do  not  assume  for  these 
memorialists  any  pre-eminence  of  merit  over  theircompa- 
nions  in  arms,  or  their  fpliow-hborers  in  the  councils  of 
tluif  dark  and  tr^-ing  hoiu-.    I  can  turn  with  an  enthu«i- 


M«nt,)  the  best  years  of  my  life.  Why  ^ould  t  repress 
the  expression  of  the  feeling  which  rises  unbidden  to  my 
lips  ?  The  proudest  privilege  which  thitt  profession  ha.i 
ever  accorded  to  me,  is  that  which  1  this  day  enjoy,  of 


Sumpter,  and  Marion,  and  Pickens,  I  cannot  forget  that 
Wayne,  and  I.ee,  and  Howard,  and  Williams,  and  Motgan, 
and  Muulirie,  and  a  host  of  other  u  cirthics  of  the  regular 


vindicating,  on  tliis  flour,  utiderlhe  clearest  convictions  of  army,  were  foremost  in  the  struggle  of  Southern  strife, 
nr  judgment,  the  claim  of  tliese  gallant  vetertuis  upoli  But,  why  this  unprofitable  compariHon,  between  the 
the  justice  <^  the  country.  !  merits  of  the  regular  arrn^  and  the  militia,  in  the  war  of 

l»  the  formation  of  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  1  have  I  the  Revolution  ?  Why  disturb  the  repose  of  the  tomb, 
excluded  ever>' considenition  of  the  character  of  the  ser-  or  mantle  the  check  of  the  sun'ivors  with  the  glow  of 
rice  on  which^liia  claim  is  founded,  of  the  individual  or  i  honest  indignation  >   The  reputation  of  both  is  the  corn- 
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man  property  of  the  country.  la  it  our  interest  to  dimin* 
isb  either  >  TIte  effort  would  be  u  gratuitous  as  it  would 
be  unwelcome  and  ui^juat.  I  wiU  proceed  to  state,  as 
briefly  u  I  may,  the  legal  view  whidi  I  have  of  th»  claim> 

la  May.  ITTStCofiReHpaisedaKnlutionproiiuuiHEtD 
give  leven  year^  half-pa^  to  officer^  who  were  then  in"  the 
aniqr,  and  mould  so  continue  until  die  end  of  the  war.  In 
October,  1780,  they  resolved  that  all  oflieen,  who  should 
continue  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  should  be 
entitled  to  half-pay  during  Gfc*  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  the  reduction. 

Here,  for  a  moment,  let  us  pause.  The  present  me- 
morialists were  embraced  in  these  rescdutions.  Tlieywere 
officers  of  the  American  army,  and  served  with  fidelity 
until  the  close  ut  the  war.  With  them,  these  resolutiol)^ 
that  of  I78a,  parttcuUrly,  constitute  a  contract,  a  promise 
that  they  should  receive  half  thdr  regular  pay.  durinr 
their  lives,  on  the  perfliHinance.  by  them  of  the  stipukted 
condition.  That  condition  they  have  performed,  and  the 
contract  has  become  absolute  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment The  Bin^e  qMstion  for  our  inquiry  is.  Hat  it  been 
fiilfiUed  f  Unless  tliis  can  be  affitmed,  its  obligation  re* 
mains,  however  succearfiiUy  you  may  re  tilt  its  enforce- 
ment, by  applyingthe  statute  of  limitattonsasabartothe 
remedy,  or  by  the  exercise,  for  any  other  cause,  of  your 
power  to  refuse  this  application. 

Has  this  contract  been  fulfilled  *  How-r^n  what  man- 
ner has  it  been  fulfilled  ?  In  March,  1783,  Congress  re- 
solved that  these  officers  should  be  enUded  to  receive  five 
years'  full  pay,  in  money  or  securities,  at  six  |>er  cent,  per 
annum,  as  Coi^fress  'should  find  most  eonrenient,  instead 
of  the  iialf-pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolution  of  Oc 
tober,  1780,  under  certain  provisions  to  which  I  will  here- 
after advert  more  particularly.  The  confederated  Govern- 
ment was  tiien  without  funds,  and  without  the  means  of 
raising  them  otherwise  than  by  the  contributions  of  the 
States.  Nevertheless,  the  ceKtificatea  were  issued  to  the 
ofcers,  in  1784,  for  the  amount  this  commutation  and 
their  arrears  i4  pay,  and  as  well  in  that  year  as  in  1783, 
Congress  resolvetl  that  requisitions  shoukl  be  made  on 
the  several  States,  to  provide  funds  for  the  discharge  of 
the  demands  of  the  army.  But,  tiiese  requisitions  were 
not  complied  with  by  the  States.   The  inevitable  conse- 

Sience  was,  that  the  certificates  fell  to  about  one-tenth  of 
eir  nominal  value,  and  at  Uiis  depreciated  rate,  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  officers  compelled  them  ftw  the  mott  part, 
to  dispose  of  them.  Tlien  came  the  funding  act  (rf  1790. 
The  arrears  of  interest  were  fiinded  at  three  per  cent,  in* 
stead  of  six,  and  payment  of  one-third  of  the  principal 
was  deferred  for  ten  years,  witiiout  interest. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  my  proportion  is,  that  the  ori- 
fipnal  contract  of  October,  1780,  is  still  subsisting  and  ob- 
ligatory upon  the  Government  t  that  paymenU  made  un- 
der the  resolution  of  1783  are  applicable  to  it  as  credits, 
but  cannot  be  pleaded  in  dischai^e. 

Those  who  aeny  the  continued  subsisting  obligation  of 
this  contract,  niust  afTirm  one  of  two  things.  Either  that 
the  resolution  of  1783  bcciime  obligatory  upon  these  me- 
morialists, by  their  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  substitution  for 
the  contract  of  1780,  and  by  the  performance  on  that  part 
of  the  Government,  of  ita  stipulations  t  or  that  the  certifi- 
cates issued  and  received  in  1784,  were,  of  tiiemselvn, 
and  independently  of  tiie  resohition  of  1783,  a  sufficient 
aatisGwtion  of  tlte  contract  of  1780-  The  Utter  ground 
has  not  been  taken  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill.  It  is  too 
obriously  tndefenstbte  to  be  maintained.  It  will  suffice, 
therefore,  to  direct  oar  attention  to  the  inquiry,  whether 
the  resolution  of  1783,  and  the  subsequent  transactions 
between  the  parties,  are  sufficient  to  discharge  tiie  con- 
tract which  it  created  * 
On  this  subject,  I  maintain  titese  positions: 
1.  That  the  propositions  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
1763,  new  were  obligatory  on  these  menorialiiti,  b«- 


cause,  after  the  period  Unuted  for  tbew  acceptanob  aal 
within  which  time  it  is  not  pretended  that  they  were  ae* 
cepted,  they  ceased  to  be  obligatory  on  die  Govemwent, 
and  reciprocity  of  obligation  is  of  the  very  eaaence  of  each 
a  contract. 

3.  piat  there  was  qp  acceptance  of  tiieae  uopcsi* 
tioni  by  tiiese  memorialisls  at  any  time— and 

3.  lliat  the  receipt  by  the  memuiaUMs  oi  tiw  eettifi. 
cates  issued  in  1784,  cannot  be  pleaded  in  discha»«  of 
the  contnct  of  1780. 

Let  UN  look  very  briefly  at  thU  subject  in  the  first  view. 
The  resolution  of  1783,  which  proposed  the  allowance  of 
five  years'  lull  piy,  instead  of  the  half  pay  due  by  the 
ongioal  contract,  express^  subjected  it  to  tiiis  condition 
—that  the  election  of  the  ottcen  to  accept  it,  abouM,  is 
the  manner  specified  in  the  KsoluttOD,  "be  sigiufiedte 
"  Congress  through  tiie  Commander  in  Cbicfrfion  ths 
"  hnes  under  his  immediate  command,  witiiin  two  montb^ 
"  and  througli  the  Commanding  OAlcer  of  the  Southern 
"  Arri^y,  within  6  months  from  the  date  of  the  resc^utjoa." 
It  a  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  upon  Otis  point.  It 
suffices  to  state,  generally,  what  is^  on  all  hands,  admitted, 
that  the  Condition  attached  to  the  offer  contained  in  ihm 
resolution  of  1783.  was  not,  in  fact,  performed  by  tboae 
to  whom  the  ofl'er  was  made,  within  tb«  time  preaeribcd. 
At  the  expiration  of  tiut  time,  it  ceased  to  be  (AUgatosr 
upon  the  GovemmenL  The  contract  between  the  par. 
ties  was  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as  if  the  reaolu. 
tion  of  1783  had  never  been  passed,  and  consequently  tho 
contract  founded  on  the  reabhition  of  1780  was  in  lull 
force  and  operation.  An  ineffeotusi  attempt  had  been 
made  to  substitute  for  the  ori^nal  contract  one,  the 
terms  of  which  were  specified  iu  the  resolution  of  1783— 
but  the  fiulure  to  accept  those  terms  in  the  manner,  and 
within  tbe  time  prescribed  in  tiie  offer,  necessarily  prt- 
vented  iU  consummation-  No  legal  obligation  couldaU 
tub  to  die  party  making  the  offer,  because  of  dw  taUuM 
of  the  party  to  whom  it  was  made  to  accept  it,  according 
to  the  specified  terma.  Each  party  was  tberdore  renut- 
led  to  liii  nghu  as  they  ousted  anterior  to  this  unaucce«- 
ful  attempt  to  modify  them.  I  submit  to  my  profes* 
sional  aaiMKiates  on  this  flow,  whether  this  woukL  not  be 
tbe  legal  etl'ect  of  such  a  ttate  of  things  between  indivi- 
duals (  and  to  all,  the  inquiry*  wbetiier  this  Government 
can,  wiU)  propriety,  absolve  itself  from  tbe  ^gation  of 
those  principles,  which,  through  ita  judicial  department, 
it  would  entorce  in  tomsactions  between  ita  chiaetM. 

I  maintain,  then,  titat,  on  the  failure  to  acc^ttfae  offer 
made  by  tbe  Government  in  1783,  on  the  terms,  and  with- 
in the  time  prescribed,  tbe  res(rfution  containing  that  of. 
fer  became  funeiut  iffiae  .■  that  tbe  original  contract  4m- 
tween  the  particsstiU  subsisted,  unaffected  by  ibis  unsuc 
cessful  atten^it  to  i^jree  upon  a  substitute  i  and  that  all 
subsequent  ttansactiona  between  them,  in  die  abaeacc  of 
express  mdlvidual  stipulation,  are  necessarily  referrihle  t» 
this  as  the  only  subsisting  contract, 

I  have  said  tliat  there  was  no  acceptance  of  the  offer 
contained  in  the  resohition  of  1783,  witliin  the  time  pre- 
scribed  for  its  acceptance,  and,  consequently,  that  it  waa 
not  binding  upon  tbe  Government ;  and  if  not  bindiM* 
upon  the  paity  making  the  tender,  certunly  not  so  upon 
the  party  to  whom  the  tender  was  made,  since  tedpfodly 
of  obligation  was  of  tile  essence  of  such  a  contract.  I 
now  assert,  tliat  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  by  thoae  t» 
whom  it  was  addressed,  within  the  time,  and  in  the  ray 
ternu  specified  in  the  resolution,  would  not  have  operat- 
ed as  a  legal  bar  to  the  claims  of  these  memoriatists.  llic 
contract  entered  into  by  the  United  SUtes  with  the 
offiem  of  the  UerokitionBfy  Army,  the  terms  of  wUeb 
are  aet  forth  in  the  resolution  of  October,  1760,  waa  a  «o»- 
tract  with  the  several  individuals  described  in  that  reaoln- 
tion,  which  gave  to  each  of  them  an  individual  right  t* 
half  pay  during  life— of  which  right  be  could  only  be  de- 
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pmed  by  bis  own  free  consent,  on  the  receipt  of  s  fair 
eqtnvalcDt.  i  inquire  of  ^ntlemen  of  the  pnifession. 
if  thispnipoMtion  c»n  be  denied  *  If  the  individual  right 
•f  an  officer  thus  scquircd  bv  this  resolution,  could  have 
been  surrendered  by  the  conjoint  set  of  every  olher  ofR- 
eer  in  tbe  American  Army,  without  the  individual  sssrnt 
of  that  officer*  I  prcnime  no  one  will  asseK  mis  as  a  pro- 
po^km  capable  of  \tt'mg  msintuned  on  legal  principles, 
it  might  s«  well  be  affirmed,  that  the  release  bj  a  majority 
of  the  officers  of  their  right  to  their  regular  and  current 
pay,  vouM  hare  operated  to  discharge  the  clums  to  such 
pay,  of  those  who  did  not  concur  in  their  lease.  But,  if  1 
am  right  in  contending  that  the  contract  of  1780  could 
only  be  released  by  the  individual  assent  of  those  with 
'whatn  it  was  made,  then  I  maintain  that  the  resolution  of 
17S3  vas,  from  its  vety  terms,  incapable  of  becoming  obli- 
gatory uppn  these  memoiiatista.  It  was  not  addressed 
to  them.  They  could  not  become  parties  to  it  in  the  on- 
ly chancier  in  which  their  acceptance  of  it  could  have 
operated  to  discharge  the  contract  of  1780.  it  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  lines  and  corps  of  the  army.  If  it  had 
been  accepted  in  time,  and  in  conformity  to  its  own  pre- 
ewe  terms,  it  would  still  have  been  a  contract  between 
tbe  Government  and  those  officer:*  of  the  army  who  ac- 
cepted it — not  between  tbe  Goremment  and  the  indivi- 
dtu>s  of  which  that  army  was  composed — and  could  no 
mom  have  aflfected  the  rights  of  those  individuals  than  it 
coidd  have  influenced  your  riglits  or  mine.  Unless,  then, 
it  can  be  successfijll^  asserted  that  the  act  of  a  majnritjr  of 
the  officers  of  any  bne  of  the  army,  without  any  specific 
Mtthority  from  the  individoala  comptiung  that  line,  can 
operate  to  release  the  rights  of  those  individual^  it  can- 
not be  pretended  that  the  acceptance  which  is  relied  up- 
on, even  if  it  had  been  mudc  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  178o,  could  have  operated  to  release 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Government  by  the  re- 
solution a(  1780.  If  this  could  be,  it  would  follow  that 
the  right  of  an  individual,  resting  on  tbe  plighted  fiuth  of 
the  Goremment,  might  be  divested  without  his  consent. 
Who  is  prepared  to  affirm  thia  propo^iitlon }  In  despotisms, 
the  Mbject  reposes  on  the  word  of  Majesty — and,  in 
general,  reposes  securely  t  because  tlie  honor  of  the 
l^rone  is  the  interest  of  tne  Throne.  In  Republics,  the 
free  citizen  places  his  reliance  on  the  principles  of  justice, 
vhicb  emphatically  belong  to  such  a  Government.  But 
if  it  can  substitute  its  own  will  for  the  obligations  which 
it  has  assumed  t<i  tbe  individual,  and  coerce  that  individu- 
al by  tbe  acts  of  those  to  whom  he  had  delegated  no  au- 
thority to  represent  him,  the  difference  between  these 
Governments  is  but  in  name,  and  its  practical  opcntion 
is  to  his  disadvantage. 

I  repeat,  then,  that,  up  to  the  issuing  of  llie  certiReates 
in  1784,  the  original  contract,  created  by  tbe  resolution 
of  October^  irso,  remained  unimpaired  and  unchanged  i 
that  neither  the  resolution  of  nor  tbe  agreement  by 
certain  lines  and  corps  of  the  army  to  accept  the  proposu 
it  contained,  could  operate  to  divest  the  rights  of  tliese 
akemorialists,  as  derived  from  that  original  contract. 
These  remained  unchanged  and  uncltangeable,  except  by 
their  own  consent,  freely  given,  and  for  a  fair  equivalent. 
We  may  refuse  their  allowance  i  but  it  must  be — I  speaic 
H  with  great  respect — by  a  perversion  of  the  principles  of 
justice-  We  may  presume  the  acceptance,  by  these  me- 
■eriafist^  of  the  offer  contained  in  tlie  reaolutuHi  of  1783, 
and  require  them  to  negative  the  presumption  i  but  it 
must  be — ^1  speak  it  with  great  respect — by  a  perversion 
Ibe  rules  of  evidence.  ,  Will  the  Government  of  the 
Uiuted  Slates  avail  itself  of  its  power  to  do  tbii^  in  this  its 
own  peculiar  forum  }  And  against  whom  t  Against  the 
var.voni  veterans  of  the  Revolution— your  champions  in 
the  day  of  tbeir  strength — suppliants  before  you  now 
— Votfor  charity,  but  for  justice,  in  the  mbsoq  of  tb^. 
pereity  and  decrepitude. 
Tob  IV.— 14 


We  have  thus  traced  this  inquiry  up  to  the  period  of 
the  issue  of  the  certificates  in  1784  t  and  now  this  ques- 
tion presACB  itself  upon  t.ur  attention  :  Assuming  the  fact 
that  these  memorialistD  were  aniong  those  who  accepted 
those  certificates^  did  not  nuch  acceptance  operate  as  a 
ratification  of  the  proposal  contsined  in  the  resolution  (rf* 
1783,  and  a  release  of  the  contract  ot  1780  ?  The  an- 
swer to  thia  inquiry  «-iII  be  found  by  eonwdering  these 
questions : 

Was  tlie  acceptance  vnluntat^  > 
Did  the  Government  pay  a  &ir  equivalent  * 
Were  these  certificates  received  on  account,  or  in  full 
satisfiiction  ^ 

No  one  will  pretend  that  the  construined  and  involunta* 
ry  acceptance  of  tliat  which  was  not  a  fair  equivalent  for 
the  stipulations  of  the  contract  of  176C^  could,  either  at 
law  or  in  equity,  be  considered  as  a  'elease,  or  discharge, 
or  satisfaction,  of  that  contract.  The  questions  recur. 
Lxl  us  look  to  the  situation  of  the  contracting  parties,  at 
tiie  moment  when  these  iranaactions  occurred.  That  ex- 
amination will  prove  that  tlie  issue  of  the  certificates,  as 
well  as  Uieir  acceptance,  were  alike  acta  of  necessity  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  and  the  officers.  At  the  mo- 
ment of  passing  the  resolution  of  178:1,  promising  tbe  half 
pay  for  life,  the  (Confederated  Government,  exhausted  by 
the  itevolulioiiAry  struggle,  and  entirely  destitute  of 
funds,  and  of  the  ir.eans  of  commanding  them,  relied  up- 
on being-  enabled  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  by 
requisitions  upon  the  States.  These  requiutions  were  ac- 
cordingly made,  and  urged  with  great  earnestness  in  tbe 
Summer  of  1783.  But  the  States  themselves  were  not  ui 
a  condition  to  meet  the  exigency.  They,  also,  were  in  • 
state  of  exhaustion.  It  ia  difficult,  at  tliis  day,  to  realize 
the  extent  of  the  exertions,  the  sufferings,  and  the  pri- 
vations of  our  forefathers,  in  the  dark  and  trying  hotu-of 
their  struggle  for  the  right  of  self-govemmenti  which  we 
now  enjoy.  The  requisitions  were  not  complied  with. 
The  coofederated  Government  found  itself  without  fiindi. 
It  became  necessary  to  disband  the  army.  The  officer* 
had  claims  for  arrearages  of  pay,  and  the  stipulated  half 
pay  for  life  was  to  be  provided  for.  While  tliis  question 
was  pending,  incendiary  letters,  clothed  in  language  the 
most  persuasive  and  seducing,  had  been  circulated  m  the 
army.  The  officers  were  eloquently  urged,  by  every 
consideration  which  could  appeal  to  tbeir  feelings  or  to 
their  interests,  never  to  lay  down  their  arms,  until  their 
demands  were  complied  with.  It  was  an  hour  of  deep 
and  awakening  interest ;  but  the  patriotism  of  the  army 
was  equal  to  the  trial  Their  conduct  was  duly  appreci- 
ated by  the  Congress  of  1783.  It  waii  no  longer  a 
question  whether  the  just  expectationi  of  such  men 
should  be  satisfied  to  the  utmost  extent  of  llie  resources 
of  tho  Confederation.  The  commutation  for  hatf  pay 
was  stipulated.  'Requiuitons  on  tbe  Sutct  were  mad* 
and  urged  wKh  the  eneigy  whibh  belonged  to  the  oc> 
oasion  i  and,  when  these  failed.  Congress  gave — it 
was  alt  they  liad  to  give— the  certificates  1784.  They 
were  not  given  in  fuH  payment,  in  satislaction,  of  the 
claims  of  the  officers,  in  disctiarge  of  the  obligations  of 
the  Government.  I'hey  were  expressive  of  the  sense 
which  the  Goremment  bad  of  the  services  of  the  army  i 
an  acknowledgment  of  their  actual  inabiliw  to  coinpeo> 
sale  them  aa  they  had  stipulated  to  do.  The  veiy  tetins 
of  the  receipt  which  was  uken,  are  stron^y  indicatire  of 
this.  It  was  not  a  receipt  in  fuH,  a  clear  and  express  ac. 
quitui  ot  the  Government  of  all  demands  upon  it  No. 
It  was  a  simple  acknowledgment,  in  each  case,  of  tbe 
mere  fact  of  the  receipt  of  the  certificate — deariy  imply, 
ing  that  the  question  of  final  compensation  was  open,  aiid 
subject  to  fhture  atyustment.  It  oouU  not  hare  been 
believed  by  Coi^ress  that  these  eertifioatei  net  rastiiy 
on  any  adequate  fiutds  for  tbeir  ndenptifn,  eould  ba 
eoosidercd  as  eren  a  legal  eoo^ilianee  inlh  the  engagft. 
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mcnts  of  tlie  reRoIutioiiB  either  of  1780  or  1783.  They 
were  nware  that  securities,  thus  iwuetl,  must  he  liable  to 
constant  unit  excessive  depreciation.  These  views  of  the 
Goveriimciit  were  common  to  the  officers  ;  but  even  the 
m'uerHblL-  pittance  sfTordecl  by  this  depreciuteil  pa- 
per, was  {(emandcil  by  their  nectsaities,  and  they  re- 
ceived Ihcm  with  a  s'  mple  acknowledgment  <jf  the  fact 
of  ilic  receipt,  confiding  in  the  justice  ol  the  Government 
for  future  and  adequate  compensation.  1  do  not  trouble 
you  with  a  repetition  of  those  calculationK  which  prove 
the  magiiiltide  and  extent  of  the  losses  thus  snstiiitied  by 
the  mcmoriulists,  from  this  operation  ;  f><r  ttiey  hiivc  been 
clearly  and  salisfiictonly  staled  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  and  cannot  indeed  be  the  subject  of  contro- 
veisy.'  I  speuk  not  now  of  the  Inss  sustained  by  the 
Officers,  from  the  depreciation  of  the  pnl)lic  paper,  u  hich, 
in  co:nmo>)  with  the  privatL-  soldiers,  and  with  all  classes 
of  our  citizens,  they  were  destined  to  bear,  and  which 
they  have  borne  without  Complaint  {  but  of  that  which 
arose  from  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  stipulations  ot 
the  contract  of  irSO,  from  the  iiiwlequacy  of  the  allow- 
ance of  five  J  ears'  full  pay,  as  a  cnmmutution  for  the  half 
pay  far  life,  and  from  tlie  rigor  and  injustice,  as  it  related 
to  these  memorialiiitB,  of  the  funding  act  of  !7yu. 

Can  it  then  be  pretended  that  these  certificates  were 
given  and  accepted  in  full  satislitctitm  of  the  cUims  of  the 
officers— that  tliey  were  voluntarily  accepted— that  they 
constitute  a  full  and  fair  eqtii\  alcnt  fur  the  claims  of  these 
memorialiitF.  tnider  eilht  r  ot  the  rcsoliLtions  si>  often  re- 
ferred to  in  this  discusHiun  }  1  do  not  ask  if  it  wasan  cquit-  < 
able  fulfilment  of  your  contract }  I  inquire  not  ifit  was 
such  a  fulfilment,  as  it  will  comport  with  the  dignity  of  a 
great,  and  free,  and  ftourislung  nation,  tu  ui^e  against 
the  veterans  in  her  Kevolutionarj'  strife,  bending  under 
the  pressure  of  poverty  and  decrepitude  }  1  make  no  ap- 
peal lo  your  gi-atitud: — to  those  high  and  ennoL  ling  feifl- 
ings  whiCh  spontaneously  swell  in  <iui'  bosnir.s,  when  our 
tbo\ights  are  thrown  hack  upon  (fiat  inten  sting  stitiggle. 

For  all  tiie  purposes  of  d<.clamation,  tlie  theme  is  mnal 
fruitful  ?  but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  declaim.    1  inquire 
•imply,  and  I  address  the  inquiry  particularly  to  my  pro- 
fessional associates  on  this  floor,  if  in  law,  ur  on  principles 
of  strict  right,  as  b  etween  individuals,  the  acts  dune  by  j 
the  Government,  and  submitted  to  hy  the  memorialists,  , 
can  be  considered  as  a  discharge  ot  the  contract  of  17bO  }  i 
Tlie  clcMrest  c  >nvictions  of  my  judgment,  assure  me,  that ' 
they  were  not— that  these  memorialists  have  still  a  subsist-  [ 
ing  claim  for  half  pay,  subject  to  all  &ir  deductions  for , 
what  has  been  received — or  at  the  option  of  both  parties,  i 
to  two  years*  full  pay,  with  an  allowance  for  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  tiie  failure  to  provide  adequate  funds  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  certificates,  and  from  the  provisions  of  the 
funding  system. 

But,  here  it  is  objected  to  the  provisions  cf  this  bill, 
that  the  claimsof  tlie  representatives  of  the  deceased  offi< 
ccrs.  as  well  as  that  of  the  pnvatc  soldiers,  and  of  the 
militia,  are  equally  strong  witli  those  of  the  mrmoria1:sls, 
and  yet,  are  not  provided  for.  There  are  variovis  answers 
to  this  objection.  In  the  first  place,  the  snpposed  clainu 
ants  are  not  applicants  tor  rehef.  They  have  made  no  de- 
mand upon  the  Government ;  and  have,  thereby,  afford- 
ed a  silent,  but  emphatic  evidence,  of  their  own  opinion 
on  the  subject.  It  will  be  time  enough  tu  announce  our 
view  of  such  a  claim,  when  it  shall  be  presented. 

But  I  propoiean  inquiry  to  Senators  by  whom  thisob* 
jection  is  ut^d.  Admitting,  argumenti  gratia,  the  equal 
claim  with  these  officers,  of  the  various  classes  referred 
to,  is  that  an  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  former  '  Because 
there  are  other  classes  of  persons,  who  have  just  claims 
upon  you,  which  have  not  been  presented,  are  you  ab- 
lolved  fnim  the  obligation  to  pay  thooe,  of  which  the  pay- 
ment is  solicited  }  1  thank  God,  Sir,  this  Government  is 
now  solvent*  and  competent  to  the  payment  of  all  juit 
daiau  upon  its  Ttwnry, 


I  propose  another  inquiry.  Senators  ytha  to  strongly 
and  fck  lingly  urge  the  claims  of  these  other  cLusei,  are 
of  course  satisfied  of  their  correctness.  They  ^not  doubt 
the  solvency  ufthe  Government,  or  the  willlnguess  of  the 
American  People  to  discharge  all  just  claims  upon  them, 
espec  ally  those  contracted  in  the  war  of  Independence. 
Sir,  that  People  are  always  in  advance  of  us  in  those  ques- 
tions which  appeal  to  their  justice  ortu  their  liberality. 
Are  those  Senators  willing  to  provide  tor  those  claims? 
Will  they  suppcrt  the  present  bill,  with  an  amendment 
which  shall  provide  for  them  ?  If  they  will  not,  let  the 
objection  stand  upon  its  real  ground,  which  is  co-«zlen- 
sivc  with  evcrj'  claim  for  Kevolutionary  ser^-icc. 

Let  us,  however,  for  a  moment  examine  the  character 
of  these  claims — and  first,  of  those,  (rf"  the  representatives 
of  deceased  officers — Consider  their  claim  to  half  pay,  un- 
der the  resolution  of  ITSU.  Ualf  pay  is  in  the  nature  of 
an  annuity  for  litie.  it  is  designed  by  the  Govrntmeiit  for 
tlie  comfwrtable  support  of  the  officer,  and  nut  as  a  pro> 
vision  fur  his  representatives.  It  is  agreed,  however,  that 
any  arrears  which  may  be  ilue  at  the  time  of  liis  deatli, 
constitute  a  part  of  his  personal  estate,  and  will  descend  to 
those  representatives.  But  the  half  pay  was  limited  to 
tile  life  oflhe  officer — and  tliose  whom  these  clainionts 
n:present  are  dead.  Vt  hf^n  they  died— whether  the 
amount  of  half  pay,  to  which  they  were  then  entitled,  ex- 
ceeded or  fell  short  of  that  Mim  yhicli  they  liad  received, 
in  the  certificates  issued  in  1784,  are  questions  which  }  on 
are  not  prepaied  to  determine  ;  and  jour  inability  to  do 
tills,  liirniishe!.  no  escuse  for  puapoinng  the  just  claims  of 
oiheis,  who  still  survive,  a*id  are  coniiequetitly  sttU  en- 
titled. 

Then  consider  it  upon  the  footing  of  the  commutationp 
under  the  resolution  of  1783,  and  the  lUscrimination  is  | 
still  stronger  in  favor  of  the  present  memorialists. 

The  Congress  of  178j  fixed  upon  five  years*  full  pay, 
as  a  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life.  Ilow  was  this  done ,' 
To  junior  officers  of  the  army — lo  men  between  twenty 
and  thii  ty  years  of  age,  it  was  manifestly  not  an  equiv- 
alent. A  refcience  to  theanmiity  tables,  and  the  reflec- 
tions of  every  one  who  hears  nie,  will  convince  us,  that 
tliey  were  entitled  to  full  pay  for  a  longer  term  of  years  ? 
that,  in  the  ordinary  calculations  of  human  life,  they  w  ere 
authorized  to  expect  n  prolongation  of  it,  beyond  the  term 
which  H'a>i  assumed  in  the  estimate.  For  the  senior  officers 
of  the  army — for  those  of  forty  five  years  and  upwards,  the 
estimate  was,  perhaps,  too  large — it  was  probably  more 
tlian  an  equivalent  tor'  lialf  pay  for  lifei  calculating  the 
probability  uf  its  duration  in  their  case,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  in  that  of  the  junior  officers.  V/hut  then  was  the 
principle  adopted  in  making  the  estimate  ?  It  was  by 
talcing  a  single  life,  the  age  of  which  was  ascei^aiiied  by 
the  average  of  the  ages  of  sdl  the  officers  of  llie  army,  and 
calculating  its  probable  duration,  as  the  meabuie  of  the 
projected  commutation.  Kow,  the  Chairman  otthc  Com- 
mittee has  satisfiictorily  shown,  hy  a  reference  lo  the  must 
ap[)roved  annuity  tables,  that,  even  on  tliis  assumption, 
the  conimtitation  actually  allowed  was  too  bmall.  But  that 
is  not  the  point  of  the  jireseiit  inquiry.  The  complaint 
of  the  junior  officers  is  this  :  that  tlie  amount  of  the  com- 
mutation, tu  which  they  were  entitled,  was  diminished, 
and  that  of  the  senior  officers  was  increased,  by  assumhig 
an  aver;ige.  In  truth,  the  only  fair  principle  on  whtcti  sucb 
commutation  could  have  been  regulated,  wouhl  have  been 
by  establishing  different  rates  ot'  allowance  for  diflerent 
ages,  and  then  applying  them  according  to  tfae  state  of 
the  fact,  when  the  certificates  were  issued,  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  annuities  for  life  are  converted  into  suiiu 
in  gross,  in  transactions  between  individuals.  Instead  of 
this,  the  junior  officer  was  deprived  irf*  «  purtion  of  the 
benefit  ot  the  prolonged  life,  whicb  he  was  authorized  to 
expect,  which  was  given  tu  his  seidor.  It  by  no  mean% 
therefor*,  follow^  t^t*  hcciuae  tlw  eluint  (tf  theie  nc- 
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mofnliata^  who  were  among  the  juniora  oTthe  arm^  are 
•attained  on  the  upvtind  that  they  did  not  receive  an 
eqitinlent.  that  a  l:kc  cbim  exists  in  behalf  of  the  senior 
officers,  or  their  representative*.  On  the  contmry,  al- 
though the  commutation,  on  the  average  aiuuined,  was 
inadeqiute.  It  is  a  verj'  reasonable  pn-siimptiun,  that,  to 
the  senior  officers*  it  was  a  fiiir  equivalent.  It  is  in  riglit  of 
Aete  senior  officers,  that  representatives  would,  for  the 
most  port,  claim — and  lotliem,  therefbre,  in  general,  this 
•nswer  miffht  be  nafely  and  justly  given.  Many  senutors 
may  recollect  individua)  instance-",  which  will  seem  to  be 
variant  from  this  view;  a  closer  scrutiny  will,however,show 
that  they  are  exceptions,  wliich  do  not  conflict  with  the 
ntle  t  and  that  they  ilo  not  exist  to  any  important  extent. 

K  is  thuii,  then,  that  these  memorialists  distinguish  their 
eaae  from  that  of  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  of- 
ficers. That  they  were  among  the  junior  officers  of  the 
American  army  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  they  are,  at  this 
day,  applicants  at  the  bar  of  an  American  Senate.  They 
trU  you,  that,  in  settling  the  commntalion  allowed,  you 
took  from  them,  to  give  to  their  seniors,  without  iheir 
consent,  in  the  only  way  in  which  il.at  consent  could 
have  been  given,  namely,  by  their  individual  vmce.  Tht-y 
tell  you,  thnt  the  accefUanee  of  that  commutation  was  by 
their  acniors,  who  derived  a  benefit  at  their  cost;  and  thev 
deny  that  the  allowance  of  their  claim,  now,  to  what  was 
then  taken  from  them  to  be  given  to  those  seniors,  can 
constitute  the  basis  of  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  rcpre- 
•eDtathres  of  those  seniors  to  a  «mil«-  allowance.  In 
truth.  Sir,  it  would  seem  tlutt  all  to  which  those  represen- 
tatives woidd  make  any  claim  would  be  to  the  amount  of 
the  lo»s  sastainetl  by  the  short  funding  of  the  ceriificatcs, 
onder  the  act  of  1790. 

The  claim^  of  the  memorialists  would  be  either  for  the 
arrears  of  iheir  half  pay.  dednciing  what  was  reali3e<I  from 
the  certificates,  or  to  the  diflVreiice  between  five  and  se- 
Ten  years'  foil  pay,  with  simple  interest,  and  to  the  amount 
Of  the  lots  sostMned  by  the  funding. 
Tlie  deficiency  of  the  commutation,  with 

simple  interest,  wotildammint  to  .  .  (534,000 

One  year's  full  pay,  by  short  funding  and 

nmple  interest,  to  .  .  .  .    $  175,000  ! 

It  M  only  to  the  lattcrthat  the  representatives  of  de- 
ceased  officers  could  ntake  claim,  on  the  principles  and 
wbjcct  to  the  conditions,  which  I  have  attempted  to  cx- 

It  is  (Ejected  that  this  bill  contains  no  provision  fbr  the 

Civate  soldiers  of  the  American  Army,  and  Senators 
ve  spoken  of  them  in  terms  of  well-meiited  eulogy, 
which  It  would  be  delightful  to  hear,  4f  it  were  not  pro- 
MMnced  in  opposition  to  the  just  claims  of  these  memo- 
nalists.  But  the  discussion  is  wholly  gratuitous  and  irre- 
klive.  The  character  of  the  service  rendere<l  by  tlie 
American  officers  was  determined  by  the  Congress  of 
1780  and  1783.  They  adjudged  it  to  be  liiihful  service, 
uid  Ihey  stipulated  to  reward  it  by  a  specific  cnmpensa. 
tion.  The  memorialists  ask  from  you,  in  the.discliarge 
of  your  constitutional  obligation,  the  periormuncc  of  that 
ilipuUtton.  Whatever  may  be  the  claims  of  the  Ameri- 
can soldier  on  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  it  is  cheer- 
fully admitted  that  they  are  founded  on  distinguished 
Tmlor,  and  the  purest  patriotism,  unless  they  can  shew  the 
eootnet  of  the  Government,  their  claim  is  on  itsgratitiide, 
but  they  cannot  ^peal  to  its  justice ;  and  the  effort  to  as- 
^mihte  it  to  the  claim  of  these  memorialists  is  merely 
nugatory. 

Bu%  independently  of  your  contract  with  the  officer, 
would  the  an»lt>gy  contended  for  exist  ?  The  soldier  re- 
ceived a  bounty  tm  his  enlistment,  and  was  clotlied  by 
the  Govemmeiit,  by  whom  ^e  depreciation  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  home.  The  officer,  out  of  the  monthly 
sdpend  which  was  paid  to  him  in  this  depreciated  cur- 
rency, Viis  compelled  to  pronde  for  himselr.   Tour  con> 


tract  with  the  soldier  has  been  complied  with  on  its  Giee. 
Nevertheless,  you  have  made  a  distinction  in-  his  f  ivnr  in 
your  pension  law.  The  snidier  has  received  land,  boun« 
ty,  pay,  pf^nsiuu.  What  have  you  done  fi>r  the  officer  ? 
It'  lie  will  upproach  you  as  a  eiippliant,  iu  fo'-ma  paiiperU, 
you  admit  him  on  your  pension  list.  But,  when  he  pre- 
sents himself  before  you  as  a  claimant,  and  asks  the  ful> 
filment  of  your  contract,  you  tuni  a  deaf  ear  to  his  de> 
mand. 

But  the  bill  does  not  provide  fur  the  militia,  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  nhjtctioiuiblfc.  Sir,  1  am  at  all  times  willing  to 
accord  tothc  militia  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  whatever 
distinguished  valor  and'the  loflicst  patriotism  can  entitle 
them  to  claim.  Hut,  1  repeat,  this  application  is  based  on 
your  cont-vct  with  these  memorialists.  Tht-y  do  not  urge 
irpon  you  the  pre-eminence  of  their  services,  or  seek  to 
dispara^  tiiose  of  their  associates  in  arms,  who  belonged 
to  the  militia.  They  ask  the  fulfilment  ot  your  coitlract 
with  them.  With  the  militia  you  have  no  such  engage- 
ments. Tliey  were  ciilled  into  service  by  ihe  States,  by 
whom  Ihey  were  compensated,  and  the  States  have  re- 
ceived an  allowance  fi)r  these  disbursements  in  the  gene- 
xaX  audit  and  adjustment  of  their  accounts  with  the  Na- 
tional Treasurv'.  It  cannot  be,  therefore,  that  the  omis- 
sion  to  pnividc  for  the  mihtia  can  constitute  a  tenable  ob- 
jection to  this  bill. 

Sir,  the  inquiry  recurs :  If  provisions  for  all  these  va- 
rious classes  were  included  in  the  bill  under  discussion, 
would  the  difficulties  of  the  objectors  be  removed  ?  Or, 
are  the  claims  of  those  classes  urged  upon  us  to  give  an 
alarming  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  obligations  of  the 
Government,  and  thus  to  defeat  Ihe  present  claim,  with* 
out  any  view  to  ultimate  provision  for  them  *  I  appre- 
hend the  1  .tier  is  the  real  state  of  the  fact.  1  trust,  there- 
fort-,  that  this  discti^ion  will  not  excite  expoctalions 
which  are  too  surely  det>tined  to  be  disuppuititcil,  and  my 
earnest  hope  and  desire  is,  that  the  Senate  will  decide  the 
present  application  with  a  sole  view  to  its  own  inthinsic 
merits.  Whatever  is  due  to  justice,  the  Gfivemmcnt  it 
competent  to  perform.  Whatevi-r  justly  belongs  to  these 
gallant  veterans,  we  ought  to  accunl  to  them  freely, 
promptly,  and  with  gr.Uitude. 

But  tiie  appeal  of  these  mcmorinlists  is  not  addressed 
to  our  gratitude ;  it  is  a  claim  upon  our  justice.  The 
demands  upon  Ihe  former,  it  is  beyond  our  power  to  can< 
cel.  Itte  claims  upon  the  latter,  we  are  competent  to 
fulfil.  These  veteran  soldiers  do  not — it  cannot  be  too  of- 
ten repeated — they  do  not  come  before  us  as  s:<ppliaiits 
for  uur  charity.  No,  sir  t  struggling  with  atlvcrsity,  bend- 
ing under  the  weight  of  years,  they  still  retain  enough  of 
the  sturdy  independence  of  their  youthful  spirit,  to  avoid 
this  humiliation.  I'hey  claim  the  tulhlment  of  a  contract. 
They  demand,  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  tbc  award  of 
justice. 

Sir,  let  it  be  the  honest  pride  of  tliis  Government  suum 
euique  iribuere.  Kender  to  every  man  his  due;  fulfil 
your  plighted  faith  \  redeem  the  solemn  ph-dge  which 
you  gave  at  a  moment,  when,  besides  tliat  pledge,  you 
had  nothing  else  to  give.  Enable  us  to  meet  the  little 
remnant  of  this  band  of  heroes,  who  yet  survive,  the  ob- 
jects of  their  country's  reverence,  u  ith  a  consciousness 
of  having  at  least  dealt  justly  with  them. 

Smooth  their  descent  to  the  tomb,  by  giving  to  them 
the  means  of  providing  those  comforts  to  which  they  are 
justly  and  of  right  entitled.  Do  not  allow  the  sense  of 
their  country's  persevering  injustice  to  give  an  added 
pang  to  the  last  struggles  of  expiring  nature.  Be  jiivt, 
and  fear  not.  The  tuiivcrsal  acclaim  of  a  grateful  People 
will  consecrate  Uie  act. 

Ur.  COBU  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
for  a  sliort  period,  while  he  attempted,  very  briefly,  to 
express  his  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  measure  under 
eonnderatuin.    Ue  fvlt  litnuelf  constrained  to  oppose  tb« 
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pusage  of  the  bill.  In  doing  «o,  h«  was  conscious  that 
tie  e»pOMd  himself  to  the  charge  of  a  want  of  feeling. 
Tills,  however,  should  not  deter  him  from  discbar^og, 
in  Uie  best  manner  be  could,  what  he  conceived  to  br 
tUs  iuty-  Or  two  fbmer  occasions,  it  had  been  his  for- 
tune to  be  exposeil  to  a  similar  charge.  He  alluded  to 
the  bill  granting  pensions  to  the  indigent  officers  and 
soldier*  «  the  Revolution,  and  the  bill  making  further 
proviuon  for  General  Lafayette.  These  measures,  like 
the  one  under  consideration,  were  said  by  their  friends  to 
be  required  by  both  the  justice  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
naUon.  He  lud  thought  differently  t  anck  upon  the  ma- 
turest  reflectiont  he  nad  never  seen  cause  to  repent  of 
the  vote  he  lud  given  upon  them.  But  in  liis  opposition 
to  this  bill,  he  was  equaUy  conscious  that  he  was  not  im- 
pelled by  a  want  of  a  proper  sense  of  the  merits  of  the 
objects  of  it.  He  was  sure  that,  in  common  with  the 
whole  community,  he  felt  the  liveliest  grutitude  for  the 
services  they  had  renderedi  and  the  privations  and  suffer- 
ings they  hul  undergone  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Far 
be  it  firom  bim,  then,  to  say  aught  to  their  disparagement. 

Mr.  C.  said^  his  opposition  to  the  bill  was  founded  in 
the  opinion  entertained  by  him,  that  it  was  required  by 
neither  the  Justice  or  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  Its 
advocates  had  supported  it  upon  the  principle  that  it 
was  equally  demanded  by  both.  His  colleague,  [Mr. 
BaaBiair,]in  his  very  eloquent  and  impressive  argument, 
had  declared  that  he  considered  it  an  act  uf  mere  Justice  { 
and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks,  if  I  comprehended 
them  rightly,  seemed  to  be,  that  the  provision  made  by 
the  bill,  was  one  to  which  the  Officers  of  the  Revolution 
were  entitled  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  in  the  fulfilment 
of  the  most  solemn  obligations  arising  out  of  the  pledged 
^Ui  of  the  old  Congress.  Others  seem  to  placeit  upon 
ft  different  foundation.  Tliey  do  not  claim  it  so  much  as 
•B  act  of  justic^  as  t>f  national  gratitude.  As  he  had 
just  remarked,  he  believed  that  it  was  demanded  by 
neither  the  one  nur  the  other.  He  thought  it  improper 
and  impolitic,  notwithstanding  the  very  imponng  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  brought  before  the  Senate. 
The  measure  was  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  pre* 
sent  Congress,  and  seems  to  receive  the  warm  support  of 
gentlemen  of  great  weight  of  character  and  tiUcnts,  and 
who  are  known  to  be  the  ftst  friends  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. Insofxi'  as  such  a  recommendation  and  sup- 
ptirt  can  make  it  so,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  Adminis- 
tration measure.  Uut  it  is  also  advocated  by  gentlemen 
fir  equal  eloquence  and  talents,  who  are  believed  to  be 
leading  individual  in  the  Opposition  to  this  Administra- 
tion. 8o  great  has  been  the  zeal  and  ability  displayed  by 
each  par^  in  support  of  thi*  bill,  that  it  will  be  difficult, 
herei^er,  in  case  of  its  passage,  to  determine  to  which  of 
them  dull  be  awarded  the  merit  of  having  procured  it. 
Hr.  C  said,  he  knew  not  to  which  tiarty,  the  Adminis- 
tration or  the  Opposition,  lie  might  oe  said  to  belong. 
Rntertaiiiing  the  opinions  that  be  did  upon  a  great  many 
sabjeots^  he  feared  he  wmdd  be  cbtimed  by  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  But  upon  that  subject  he  was  not  at 
alt  unea^.  He  must  confess,  however,  that  he  felt  the 
delicacy  of  his  utuation,  on  the  present  occanon,  in  liav. 
ing  the  temerity  to  venture  into  conflict  with  such  an  ar- 
ray of  talents  of  all  {larti-.s.  He  could  hardly  hope  for 
success  in  a  contest  with  eitlier  of  them — mudi  less  coLld 
he  expect  to  be  victorious  against  the  fearful  odds  of  their 
unitw  forces  ;  ye>,  in  defence  of  his  honest  convictions 
of  duty,  he  would  make  an  effort  with  such  weapons  as 
were  rra^.y  to  his  hand. 

What,  then,  he  would  inquire,  is  the  measure  under 
consideration  ?  The  hill  proposestodistribiitefl,100,000 
among  the  surviving  officen  of  the  Revolution.  Wlutis 
the  exact  number  of  such  survivort,  whether  one,*  three, 
or  five  hundred,  is  not  known,  and,  consequently,  it  can* 
not  bt  known  what  turn  will  be  given  to  each. 


And  here,  Mr.  C.  said,  h«  would  take  occasion  to  re. 
mark,  that  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  seemed  to  speak 
of  this  amount  uf  $1,100,000  as  a  very  small  thing — m 
an  inconsiderable  sum,  not  requiring  much  consideimtian 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  disposed  of.  To 
be  sure,  said  Mr.  C.  to  borrow  an  expresnon  whkh  be 
believed  he  had  6rst  seen  in  some  farce — $1,100,000  ■• 
'*  neither  here  nor  there."  That  is,  it  was  neither  in  his 
(Hr.  C.'s)  pocket,  nor  in  the  pockets  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bill — so  far  it  was  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  Bat 
ha  feared  ihat,  when  the  accounts  of  the  year  came  to  be 
settled  up,  such  a  diaponble  amoant  would  not  be  found 
i  n  tbe  pockets  of  the  Treasury,  and  more  especially  iTthe 
statements  made  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Comn^< 
tee  on  Finance,  when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  nnder  connderatioa,  be 
correct.  He  would  infer  from  those  sttdements,  if  he  un- 
derstood them  correctly,  (hat  the  I'reasury  was  not  over- 
flowing with  superabundant  meana.  The  committee 
who  reported  the  bill  nnder  discussion  appear  to  have 
been  aware  of  this  ftct  themselves ;  and,  therefore,  they 
have  so  framed  it  as  not  to  distribute  that  amount  in  mo- 
ney, but  to  pro*'ide  for  the  issuing  certificates  of  stock  to 
the  amount  of  $1,100,000.  This  gels  over  tbe  difficut^ 
of  the  want  of  money,  to  be  sure  :  but  it  does  so,  by  in> 
creasing  the  public  debt  to  that  amotmt,  in  a  stock  re> 
deemable  at  Uie  will  of  the  Government.  He  thoii|^ 
that  such  a  pRmnon  would  in  the  end  prove  to  be  an  in« 
genious  piece  of  machineiy,  contrived,  to  divert  that 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  from  its  legitimate  object* 
to  wit ;  the  eatinguishment  of  the  existing  debt. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  now  procee<l  to  an  examination 
of  the  justice,  the  strict  justice,  by  which  it  is  contenrled 
the  Senate  should  be  influenced  to  tbe  passage  of  thb 
bill  in  its  present  ^pe.*  Gentlemen  contend  that  the 
Government  entered  into  a  solemn  contract  wittithe  Offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  Army  of  the  Revolution,  which 
hns  never  been  fulfilled.  Let  us  exanuae  thia  matter, 
and  see  how  it  really  occurred. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1780.  the  old  Congrem,  acting 
upon  the  report  of  a  committee  to  which  had  been  refer- 
red a  tetter  IVom  Gen.  Washington,  among  other  resolu- 
tions having  relation  to  tlie  (MVanization  of  tbe  Army, 
adopted  the  following :  **  That  the  Officers  whoriwU  con- 
"  tiniie  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  afso  be  en* 
"  titled  to  half  psy  during  life,  to  commence  from  tbe 
"  time  of  tbetr  rethiction."  It  is  believed  that  this  istbe 
contract  which  constitutes  the  foundation  of  the  claim 
now  made  on  behalf  of  the  officecs  ;  and  certainty,  if  no 
change  had  been  made  in  it,  the  old  confederated  f^- 
vernment,  and  subsequently  the  Government  aa  now  or- 
ganized, would  have  been  bound  to  fulfil  it.  by  rilowii^ 
the  stipulated  half  pay  for  life.  But  it  would  appear  that 
the  measure  was  by  no  means  a  very  popular  one.  It 
met,  as  would  presently  be  shown,  with  the  most  serivas 
objections.  It  was  said  that  gKiX  discontent  existed  ss 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  were  to  be  rewarded. 
There  were  strong  prejudices  expressed  against  the  ImU 
pay  system.  That  such  a  system  seemed  to  belong  pe- 
culiarly to  monarchies^  by  which  tbe  monarch  was  ena* 
bled  to  attach  the  army  to  his  own  peimn.  That  it  was 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  sinecures,  &c.  ;  and,  ;aid  Hr. 
C.  had  I  lived  in  those  times,  I  ijioutd  probably  hare  en- 
tertained tbe  same  opinions-— for  they  are  certainly  such 
as  1  now  cntertiin. 

These  discontents  and  prejuilices  led  to  a  rcconsidera. 
ton  of  the  measure.  And  at  whose  instance  t  At  tint 
of  the  People,  or  the  State  Governments  ^  By  no  meant: 
but  At  the  instance  of  the  officers  themselves.  Ha  had 
before  him  their  memorial  upon  this  and  other  subjects,  a 
part  of  which  he  begged  the-  leave  of  the  Senate  to  read. 

*  Thv  bill  loiWMmUjr  wa*  eadNli'  tbrngei  is  iu  tmvHiMM  W- 
tkre  ia  fSMSfe.  £»  U  yssii*.  ft  UmMj  a  pwsjsa  act. 
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[SaeniL4»JourndioroldCoi«re>s,pi«e307.]  '*We 
"  are  grieved, **  say  tbey*  *'  to  find  tbat  our  brethren, 
"  wWo  retired  from  sernce-oa  h»lf  pay,  under  the  rew- 
"  kition  of  Coi^rress  of  1780,  are  not  only  destitute  of 
**  any  effectual  pioTision,  but  are  become  objects  of  ob- 
**  loquj.  'Ilieir  condition  has  a  very  discouraj^^  aspect 
*  oo  uib  idionauat,  sooner  or  later,  retire,  and  from  every 
**  •oondoftttion  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  policy,  demands 
"  attention  and  redress. 
**We  regard  the  act  orCongrea^  renpectinphalf  p»yt 
at  an  honorable  and  just  recompense  for  several  years' 
**\md  aervtce,  in  which  the  hesilth  and  fortunes  of  the 
"officers  have  been  worn  down  and  exhausted.  We  tee, 
**  irith  dugrin,  the  octious  point  of  view  in  which  the 
**«tisns  Of  too  many  of  the  Hlatee  endeavor  to  place  the 
"sea  entided  to  it.  We  hope,  for  the  honor  of  human 
**  nturc»  tiiat  there  are  none  so  hardened  in  the  am  of 
"  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  justice  of  the  reward.  We 
"  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  objection,  generally,  is 
**  against  the  mode  only.  To  prevent,  therefbre,  any  al- 
"  teicatioaa  and  distinctiont  which  may  tend  to  injure 
"that  harmony  which  we  artlehtly  desire  may  reign 
'*  thtot^faout  the  community,  we  are  willing  to  commute 
*the  huf  fmy  pledged,  for  ftill  pay  for  a  certain  number 
"of  yean^  or  nr  a  sum  in  gross,  as  m%j  be  agreed  to 
"  by  tlie  eonmittee  sent  with  this  address.  Ana,  in 
"this  way,  we  pray  that  the  disabled  officers  and  sol- 
"diera,  with  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
*'bare  expired,  or  may«xpend  their  lives  in  the  service 
"oftbdroountty.  may  be  fully  comprehended.** 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate  hy  reading 
further  extracts  from  this  document.  He  had  read  al) 
that  was  necessary  to  shew  that  great  objections  and  pre- 
judices cxuled,  and  had  been  openly  expressed,  agunst 
the  half  pay  ^stem.  That  the  oRicera  themselves  too 
pUaly  aaw  ttut  it  was  about  to  bring  upon  them  the 
hatred  and  obloquy  of  the  conrtmunity.  To  aroid  this, 
and  as  they  apprehended  the  "  objection  generally  was 
agunrt  the  mode  only,"  they  auggestett  that  a  commntai* 
tn*  ihotild  be  made  of  the  half  pay  for  Tife,  for  "  full  pay 
tor  a  certain  number  of  years,"  or  '*  for  a  sum  in  gross." 

It  was  upon  this  memorial  of  the  officer^  that  Cmgress 
proceeded  to  discuss  the  subject,  and,  after  rejecting 
many  propositions,  finally  they  adopted  a  resolution  on 
the22d  March,  (.see  4  vol.  Journals  Okl  Congreu, 

page  178,  '9,]  agreeing  to  make  the  commutation  in  the 
shape  of  a  propositinn  to  be  submitted  to  the  officers  of 
the  Army,  by  Ijnes  and  Corps,  for  their  adoption  or  re- 
jection. The  proposition  was  to  commute  the  "  half  pay 
for  lifie,"  for  "  6vp  years  full  pay  ("  such  "  full  pay  for  five 
yean^'*  was  to  be  made  "  in  money,  or  seconties  on  in- 
texest  at  six  per  cent.,  per  annum. "  I'hesc  securities 
were  to  be  such  as  should  "  be  given  to  other  creditors 
of  the  United  States,"  and,  finally,  it  was  submitted  to 
the  **  i^Mion  of  the  Lines  of  the  respective  States,"  and 
not  to  **die  officers  individually,  to  accept  or  reftise  the 
anse."  Subsequently,  on  the  31st  October,  1783,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  Journals  that  most  of  the  lines  of  the  seve- 
ral Stales,  and  many  of  the  corps  and  individuals  of  the 
Army,  not  attached  to  any  line,  did  accept  the  proposi- 
tion  for  commutation,  as  thus  tendered.  It  is  true,  there 
is  no  evidence  that  some  of  the  Lines  did  accept.  Rut  it 
may  be  said,  with  equal  truth,  that  thete  is  UVewise  no 
cvijenee  that  any  oif  them  refused  tn  accept.  On  th€ 
contiatT,  it  seems  naw  to  be  coiicviled  thnt  they  all  did 
Kceive  the  five  yean*'  full  pay,  and,  therefore,  it  may  with 
truth  and  propriety  be  said  that  they  all  accepted. 

And  here,  Mr.  4'.  said,  it  should  be  remarlccd,  that  the 
pmmble  to  the  reanlotion  of  32d  Mard',  \763,  propos- 
ing the  eommiitatitm,  expressly  recites  that  it  is  because 
the  officers  themselves  "did 'soUcit  a  commutation,"  that 
one  was  granted . 


Thus  for,  Mr.  C.  contended,  it  would  seem  that  the  a§. 
ficen  had  no  right  to  complain  of  an^  injustice.  They 
had  been  promised  half  pay  for  life.  They  discovered 
that  this  made  them  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  People. 
They  solemnly  and  formally  solicit  Congress  to  commute 
it  for  full  pay  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  Congress 
granted  their  request  and  submitted  a  proposition  of  com- 
mutation for  their  adoption  or  rejectioo.  They  agreed 
to  accept  in  the  manner  proposed,  and,  subsequently,  ac* 
tually  received  the  five  years*  foil  pay.  In  the  whole 
transaction,  as  for  as  it  has  been  examined,  there  appear* 
nothing  unjust,  nothing  unfair,  nothing  forced.  So  far 
from  it.  Congress  only  acted  in  accordance  witti  their 
own  solicitations.  The  commutation,  then,  was  a  fwr 
contract,  agreed  to  upon  full  and  mature  connderation, 
»nd  in  which  the  Congress  constituted  one  party,  and  the 
officers  the  othe>  party. 

It  has  been  tald,  iiowever,  that  the  contract  for  half  pay 
for  life  was  made  by  the  Government  with  the  individual 
officers,  white  (be  contract  for  "five  years'  full  pay,"  in 
lieu  thereof,  was  made  with  them  collectively,  and  in  a 
manner  in  which  tlie  voice  of  the  individual  officer  could 
not  be  heanl.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  did  not.  in  his  opinion, 
alter  the  case.  It  certwnly  gives  no  greater  plausibility 
to  ^  bill  upim  principles  of  strict  justjce.  The  manner 
in  which  the  proposition  for  the  commutation  was  offered, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  objected  to  from  any  qauT- 
ler.  There  is  not  only  no  evidence  of  the  officers  having 
remonstrated  against  it,  but  the  advocates  of  the  bill  do 
not  pretend  that  the  officer*  objected  to  it  at  the  time. 
There  is  not  on  record  one  petition,  or  memorial,  or  pro- 
test i^^nat  it.  Those  surviving  officers  who  are  now  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  acting  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  brethren,  tugging  and  watching  the  progress  of 
this  bill,  hnve  made  no  representations,  and  submitted  no 
evidence,  that  they  lliemselvcs,  or  any  other  portion  of 
the  officers,  objected  to  the  manner  in  wliich  the  propo- 
nition  was  submitted,  or  to  the  proposed  commutation 
itself.  The  irresistible  presumption,  then,  is,  that  all 
were  content,  all  accepted,  and  were  satisfied. 

Hnt,  again,  it  had  been  urged,  and  with  great  force,  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Ci>mmiitee,  [Sir.  Woodbvbt,]  that 
the  comiiiiitatitiu  was  inadequate,  because  it  was  not  of 
eqtinl  value  with  the  half  p;ty  for  life  ;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pow  of  pmvin?  this,  rofcrciics  hail  been  made  to  the  an- 
nuity tables.  Air.  C<  acknojirledged  that  he  had  hut  little 
skill  in  the  calculation  of  the  value  of  annuities  t  but  he 
t'.ioujjht  that  he  coald  dcmotistrate,  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  commiita'ion  act,  thtre  were  persons 
engaged  Tn  it  whose  skill  aiid  capacity  could  not  be 
douhted,  :iih1  that  the  subject  underwent  a  full  and  de* 
liberate  examination,  ft  is  known  that  Col.  Hamilton, 
<hho  so  much  dtstiii^riiishcd  himself,  subsequently,  as  Se> 
cretary  of  the  Treasury,  w  as  himself  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Army  t  thai  be  had  resigned  his  commission  and  gone 
into  Coi^^s  for  the  express  purpose,  as  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  of  advoeat":iig  the  claims  of  the  officers. 
Of  his  ability  to  calculate  the  value  of  life  annuities,  no 
one  could  entertain  a  doubt.  The  Journals  of  Congress 
afford  abundant  evidence  thnt  he  was  an  active  member 
upon  this  subject.  It  appears  that  there  was,  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Commiiteo  who  hnnight  in  the  resolution,  a 
blank  as  to  the  number  of  years  of  full  pay  to  be  granted. 
Col.  Hamilton  moved  (o  fill  it  with  "five  and  a  half" 
j-ears.  Tliia  was  »e^.itived.  Mr.G^i-ham  then  moved  to  fill 
It  with  *'  five"  yc.irs,  and  tiiis  niution  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  paS5e<l  tn  that  shape.  [Sec  p.  167  of  vol.  4, 
Jotirnal.1  of  Old  Conppess  ]  Here,  tiien,  is  kburidaiit  evi- 
dence that  this  very  point  of  the  adequacy  of  the  proposed 
commutation  was  fully  discussed  and  dclibentlely  settled 
by  those  who  well  understood  what  tltey  were  abouti  and 
it  seems  that  the  only  difference  between  them  was  about 
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•<  one  h«lf  year'*"  full  pay.  Finally,  Mr.  C.  taid,  on 
point,  he  would  say  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  ofB* 
cere  themselves,  at  the  time,  protested  agunst  t)>e  com- 
Kiutation  because  of  its  inadequacy  in  value.  Even  after 
they  had,  many  of  tlient,  sold  their  certificates,  at  tm- 
mense  discounts,  to  the  speculators,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  complained  that  the  Government  had  cheated 
them,  or  dealt  unjustly  towards  them.  But,  had  the  com- 
mutation  been  deemed  inadequate  at  the  time,  is  it  not 
probable  that  General  WashingtoDj  their  friend  and  fa- 
ther, either  then  or  mtbsequently,  when  President  under 
the  new  Government,  woidd  have  remonstrated  afpiinst 
it,  or  recommended  additional  compensation  )  Who  can 
doubt  his  capacity  to  understand  the  subject,  ur  his  wil- 
lingness to  come  forward  and  claim  justice,  if  he  believed 
any  thing  due  them — in  favor  of  his  companions  in  arms, 
who  had  so  often  sustained  him  in  the  moat  trying  times 
of  the  war  ?  Yet,  from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
commutation  act.  to  that  of  the  termination  of  his  admin^ 
istration  as  President,  a  period  of  fourteen  j'ears,  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  ever  mentioned  the  subject. 

The  strong  conclusion  ti>  be  drawn  from  these  circum- 
stances, is,  Uiat  General  Washington,  Col.  Hamilton,  and 
all  others,  then  believed  that  the  Government  had  dune 
Uie  oflUcen  ample  justice  {  had  given  them  all  they  liad 
a  right  to  cUim,  and,  indeed,  all  that  they  had  asked  t 
that,  in  accepting  the  commutation,  the  contract  with  the 
Government  was  executed  by  both  parties,  and  all  the 
demands  of  justice  fully  satisfied  ;  nor  was  it  supposed 
that  the  subject  could  ever  again  be  agitated. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  commutation  was  not  paid  in 
money,  but  in  certificates,  which  the  necessities  of  the 
offieen  compelled  them  to  sell  at  a  greatly  depreciated 
ndue.  This  was  a  point,  Mr.  C-  said,  wliich  his  col- 
le^^e  [Mr.  Bibrikn,]  the  g^at  advocate  of  the  stnct 
justise  (^the  proviMuns  of  this  bill,  has  not  thought  fit 
to  press.  But,  as  allusion  had  been  made  to  it  by  others, 
be  would  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  it.  He  would 
not  deny  but  that  the  commutation  was  (jaid  in  certifi- 
cates, bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  notin  money.  l*he  fact  was,  tliat  the  Government 
ha<1  no  money  wherewith  to  pay.  But  this  was  as  well 
known  to  the  officers  themselves  as  to  any  others.  In- 
deed, from  the  very  wunls  of  the  commut^ttion  act,  it  was 
announced  that  the  Government  hud  ita  option  to  pay  in 
money  or  certificates — and  knowing  that  there  was  no 
money  In  the  Federal  Treasurj',  the  officers  expected  to 
be  paid  in  certificates,  and  in  nothing  else.  The  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  else  to  give  at  the  time.  It  gave  the 
officers  what  it  gave  all  its  other  creditors  i  itnd,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act.  they  were  to  be  pl:iccd  on  the  precise 
footing  of  the  other  creditors.  Yet  they  did  not  renion' 
■trate  or  object,  so  ^  as  could  be  learned  from  any  evi- 
dence before  tlie  Senate.  From  the  moment,  then,  that 
lliey  accepted  that  which  wus  agreed  on  and  tendered, 
b«ng  all  that  they  had  a  rigtit  to  expect,  and  b«ing  that 
to  which  they  did  not  object,  the  Guvernnu-nt  was  legally 
and  morally  absolved  from  all  oblijnition  to  theni  upon  the 
score  of  justice,  other  than  the  redemption  uf  these  certi- 
ficates, so  soon  as  the  means  of  I'.s  Treastn-y  would  per- 
mit In  the  course  of  time,  this  w  as  done  i  not,  intlocd, 
by  the  Government  of  the  Cunfcderation,  but  by  that 
now  existing  imJer  the  present  Constitution.  So  soon 
at  it  was  organized,  it  made  provision  for  funding  these 
certi0catea,  with  all  others  issued  upon  the  faith  and  ere 
dit  of  the  former  Government,  £nd  pmvided  ample  funds 
for  their  redemption.  Those  who  field  their  certificates, 
then,  received  their  full  par  value.  Such  of  the  officci-s  as 
had  retained  theirs,  then  received,  in  money,  the  .imouiit 
which  bad  been  promised  them.  It  may  be,  as  had 
been  said,  thiit  the  necessities  of^manj  uf  them  com- 
pelled thein  to  sell,  before  tliis  period,  at  a  greatly  de- 
preciasvd  value.     This  was,  indeed,   unfortunate  for 


them.  But  no  Government  can  provide  against  the  ne* 
ceuitiea  of  its  citizens,  whether  such  necessities  were 
the  result  of  misfortune  or  imprudence.  The  Gorcm- 
ment  paid  as  soon  as  it  coulo. 

But  if  the  Govemment  is  boimd  to  make  gord  to  theae 
officers  the  loss  incurred  b^  the  depreciation  of  their 
certificates,  the  same  principles  of  justice  would  create 
a  similar  obligation  to  make  good  the  loss  incurred  by 
all  other  creditors  of  the  okl  Confederated  Gj\-enw 
ment,  for  the  depreciiuion  of  th^ir  certifleBfes.  It  would 
extend  to  the  families  of  all  the  deceased  officers  and 
soldiers.  It  would  extend  to  all  certificates  for  what- 
ever purpose  issued.  It  would  extend,  with  equal 
strengtli,  to  those  who  were  paid  in  depreciated  curren- 
cy, during  the  late  war.  It  was  known  to  him,  Mr.  C. 
and,  that  the  Georgia  militia,  in  that  war,  were  pud  in 
a  paper  current  whidi,  in  Boston,  could  not  hare 
been  sold  for  half  its  nominal  value.  It  is  dso  known 
that  many  persons  were  paid  in  Treasuty  notes,  which, 
likewise,  greatly  depreciated  in  value.  SuKly,  if  a 
part  of  the  creditors  of  the  Revolutionary  war  was  to 
be  indemnified  for  their  by  depreciation,  all  the 
creditors  of  that  war  were  entitled  to  a  like  indemnifi- 
cation. To  indemnify  these  would  require  an  immense 
Slim.  If  to  these  be  added  the  creditors  of  tlie  late  war, 
who  incurred  losses  in  the  same  manner,  the  whole 
revenna  of  the  Govemment,  applied  to  that  sole  ob- 
ject,  for  years  to  come,  would  be  insufficient  to  satisfy 
the  claims.  Mr.  C.  asked  gentlemen  what  they  would 
say  to  a  claim  of  this  kind,  made  by  those  who  lost  by 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  in  the  late  war  ? 
Oo:ibtIess  they  wtwld  reject  it — and  yet,  in  Mr.  C's  opin< 
ion,  these  had  as  fair  a  claim  upon  tiie  Government 
iipmi  t  is  principle,  as  the  ftvored  objects  of  this  btH. 
It  is  true,  no  such  claim  has  yet  been  made  by  the  offi- 
cers or  soldiers  of  the  late  war  ;  but,  should  this  bill 
pais,  at  some  future  period  he  should  not  be  surprised 
if  one  should  be  brought  forward. 

In  every  aspect,  then,  in  which  he,  Mr.  C.  liad  been 
able  to  Wew  the  subject,  he  could  see  no  ground  upon 
which  a  claim  to  the  provisioTis  of  this  bill  could  be 
lilted,  in  betialf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolu* 
tion,  upon  the  principle  that  there  is  any  debt  due  tfiem, 
or  that  strict  and  ample  justice  has  not  been  done  them. 
If  the  bill  passes  at  all,  its  passage  must  be  founded 
upon  a  different  principle,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  demand- 
ed by  the  gratitude  which  we  owe"them,  for  the  services 
Ihey^iave  rendered.  This,  said  Mr.  C.  pUcea  it  upon 
the  ground  of  a  mere  gratuity  of  %  1,10(^000  to  be  made 
to  some  two  or  three  hundred  individuala. 

And  here,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  venture  to  express 
an  opinion,  which  mi^t  appear  to  be  novel  to  many. 
It  was,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  power  in 
Congress,  derived  fVom  the  Constihition,  to  bestow  the 
public  mon^y  in  gratuities.  It  is  true,  titat  the  Federal 
Government  possesses  an  unUnrited  power  of  taxation  t 
but  it  does  nut  follow  that  it  possesses  a  like  unUnrnted 
power  of  appropriation.  On  the  contrary,  be  thought 
that  the  objects  to  which  the  reventie,  raised  by  tlus 
unlimited  power  to  lax,  could  be  appropriated,  were  all 
defined  and  limited  by  the  other  grants  of  power  in  the 
Constitution.  Among  these  other  grants  he  did  not 
find  one.  either  expressed  or  implied,  to  make  gratuities 
of  the  public  treasure.  Upon  this  ground,  ^one,  them 
he  could  not  give  Ins  support  to  this  bill.  He  believed 
that  audi  a  mode  appropriating  the  money,  raised  hf 
taxing  the  labor  of  the  people,  was  of  the  most  pcrai- 
cious  tendency,  and  at  war  with  all  the  sound  principles 
upon  which  a  republican  form  of  Government  should  be 
administered. 

But,  said  >:r.  C.  if  gratuities  are  to  be  bestowed, 
they  should  be  granted  upon  principles  of  equal  and 
impart  al  justice.    Our  grateful  ftelings,  he  ttioiigfat, 
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•ogbt  not  to  be  expressed  to  the  Burviving-  OfBcers  of 
the  Revoliitionary  Cmitinental  Army  alone-  There 
were  others  equally  entitled  to  our  (^titude  ind  our 
bountj.  In  adverting  to  these,  as  he  should  now  do, 
he  hoped  he  should  not  be  coiwdered  as  making  un> 
juit  comiMriiomt  or  dntwii^  invidious  distmctions — 
such  was  not  his  intention.  Against  the  surviving  Offi- 
«en  of  the  Bevolution,  and  the  particular  objects  of  this 
VOL,  he  was  sure  he  Telt  no  unkind  prejudices.  On  the 
contrary,  he  entertained  the  profounde«t  respect  for 
their  characters,  and  a  grateful  sense  for  their  services. 
He  would  not  utter  a  word  that  coald  tarnish  the  lustre 
«r  tbur  deed%  acfaieved  in  the  glufious  war  <A  the  He- 
voltitioo.  He  would  not  breaAe  a  thought,  which,  in 
its  effects,  might  blight  the  Uurets  they  have  won,  and 
vUch  yet  bloom  in  the  undimijiished  vigor  of  youthful 
mwth  tipon  their  wrinkled  brows.  But,  yet,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  tliat  there  were  others  eq»ially  me- 
ritorious with  them,  and  for  whom,  or  their  families, 
everv  principle  of  justice  or  gratitude,  by  which  the 
Senate  nay  be  actuated  to  ptm  this  bill,  should  equally 
impel  it  to  make  provision. 

The  first  elass  of  these  to  which  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  was  the  SoKUers  of  the  Continental 
Army.*  To  use  the  language  of  their  zealous  and  elo- 
quent advucate,  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Pariiib] 
they  fwight  by  the  sifle  of  the  officer  :  their  hardships, 
dieir  privations,  and  their  Buflerings,  were  far  greater  t 
their  reward  and  then'  expectations  hx  less  ttian  those  of 
the  officers.  It  has  been  said  that,  at  least,  they  were 
clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  If  there  is 
truth  in  History,  this  was  not  the  fact  {  they  were  promi 
sed  clothing,  )  et  they  seldom  received  enough  to  cover 
their  nakedness.  This  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  makes 
no  provinon  for  these.  Tet,  tie  thought  their  claims  upon 
tile  gntitude  of  this  Nation  not  less  strong  than  those  of 
their  officers.  Why,  then,  not  make  them  also  partici- 
pants of  this  g-atuity  *  But  they  had,  in  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fakbis]  a  more  efficient  advocate  than 
himself  And  to  him  be  would  leave  the  support  of  their 
cause. 

Another  cbos  of  persons,  to  whom  be  would  next  ad 
▼en,  were  such  Omcen  as  resigned  their  commissions 
bef<»re  the  conclunon  of  the  peace,  and,  therefore,  may 
be  nid  not  to  have  "  served  to  the  end  of  the  war."  I'he 
venerable  Senator  from  Marj  hind,  [Mr.  S.  Smith]  wIio 
warmly  advocates  this  bdl,  informs  the  Senate  that  lie  wis 
one  t>f  them,  and  that  lie  makes  no  claim  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bilL  Yet  he  [Mr.  C]  could  not  see  why 
they  were  not  equally  entitled  to  our  gratitude  and  boun- 
ty. Many  of  them  performed  the  most  glorious  services, 
■ml  encountered  the  greatest  perils  of  the  war.  Many 
never  resigned  until  hostilities  had  ceased,  and'  the  ene- 
my hsd  been  expelled,  though  peace  was  not  actually 
concluded.  Who  were  more  meritorious  than  these  ? 
But  thcirbrotlicr  in- arms,  the  Hero  of  Mud  Island,  [Ge- 
Keral  Smith,  of  Maryland,]  renounces  their  cause,  and 
refuses  to  be  their  advocate  !  It  was,  then,  not  to  be  ex- 
peeled  that  he  [Ur.  C]  sbould  tuge  their  claimi,  or  de- 
IewI- their  rights. 

There  was  a  third  etasa  of  persons,  for  many  of  whom 
our  warmest  aympathies  should  be  excited.  These  were 
the  bmilies  (rf  those  deceased  Officers,  who^  like  the 
present  applicants  for  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  had  serv- 
ed to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  received  the  commutation. 
Whether  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  to  be  referred  to  a 
sense  of  justice  or  gratitude,  its  pr«vimons  should  extend 
to  this  cnss  also.  Are  the  Senate  about  ti»  make  this 
pnmuon  fat  the  surviving  Officer^  because  it  ia  believed 
that  there  is  a  debt  due  tlvem,  and  titat  it  is  but  just  now 
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to  give  them  that  to  which  they  were  long  ago  entitled  ? 
I'he  same  debt  was  due  to  the  deceased  Omcers,  and  was 
withheld  from  them  in  like  manner.  Are  we  about  to 
express  our  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  those  who  contri- 
buted so  much  to  achieve  the  liberties  of  our  countiy,  b/ 
msking  a  gratuity  of  one  million  one  hundred  thfHisind 
dollars  to  a  certain  number  of  them  }  Those  who  are 
deceased  were  not  less  ardent  or  conspicuous  in  the  glo* 
rious  strunrle,  and  many  <^  them  probably  more  so.  It 
is  ut^ed  that  many  -of  the  survivors  are  poor  and  needy, 
and  tottering  upon  the  verge  of  the  grave,  without  the 
means  of  comfortable  subnstence.  So,  also,  many  who 
are  gone,  died  in  poverty,  and  bequeathed  to  their  fiimi. 
lies  nsught  but  suffering  and  want.  He  [Ur.  CJ  had 
been  personally  ac<}uainted  with  five  of  those  Officen^ 
who  had  died  in  Georgia,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
Of  these,  two.  Major  Worsham  and  Captain  Stevens,  he 
knew  to  have  die^  poor,  and  left  their  families  in  a  de< 
pendent  condition.  They  were  both  pensioners  when 
they  died.  The  latter  had  been  sunpinted  for  years  by 
the  industry,  and  cherished  by  the  affectionate  care  of  a 
Bon  and  son-in-law.  Some  years' before  hia  deMh,  be 
made  application  to  be  placed  on  the  Revulutionaty  Pen* 
sion  List.  He  was  refused,  because  he  was  yet  master  of 
a  piece  of  poor  land,  and  a  house,  wherein  he  could 
shtrlter  himse  lf  He  finally  determined  to  visit  Wsshing- 
ton,  and  exhibit  himself  personally  to  the  President.  His 
visit  was  at  a  fortunate  period.  Lafayette  had  just  land* 
ed  upon  our  shores,  and  every  heart  beat  with  gratitude. 
In  Captain  Stevens  be  recc^nized  a  companion  in  arms. 
At  such  a  period  he  presented  his  palsied  frame  at  the 
War  Department,  and,  as  Mr.  C.  had  been  informed,  was 
on  the  next  day  placed  on  the  pension  list.  He  lived  but 
little  mure  than  a  year  thereafter.  And  is  nothing  to  be 
done  for  the  families  of  such  men  as  these  }  Upcn  what 
principle  of  justice  or  gratitude  shall  provinon  be  mad* 
for  those  surviving  Officers  whose  necessities  have  never 
driven  them  to  beg  a  pension,  and  all  provinon  be  with* 
held  from  the  families  of  those  who  have  died  in  want  ? 
Justice  and  gratitude  revolt  at  the  idea. 

Another  of  these  Officers  had  died  in  comfortable  cir* 
cinnstanceB,.though  not  rich.  He  was  formeily  a  member 
of  the  other  branch  of  Cong^ress.  He  meaiil  Gen.  David 
Meriwether.  Prom  hia  knowledge  of  the  man,  he  was 
impressed  with  the  belief  that,  were  he  now  a  member 
of  Congress,  he  would  never  give  his  asaent  to  this  bill, 
or  any  other,  founded  on  similar  principles. 

The  fourth  and  last  class  of  peisons,  said  Mr.  C,  of 
whom  he  would  speak,  was  the  Militia,  already  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith.]  He 
repeated  that  he  diti  not  inteml  to  make  any  uncharitable 
comparisons.  Yet  he  thought  the  merit  and  services  of 
these  equal  to  those  of  the  applicants  for  this  bill,  or,  in* 
decd,'any  utber  class  of  persons  engage<l  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. If  gentlemen  would  revert  to  the  history  of  that 
war,  they  would  find  that,  in  the  Southern  States,  and  es> 
pecially  in  Georgia,  upon  them  was  placed  the  burthen 
of  the  contest — they  were  the  bulwark  of  our  defence. 
The  aid  derived  from  the  regulars  was  comparatively  tri* 
fling.  The  British  forces  were  not  the  only  ones  with 
wltich  they  had  to  contend.  The  Southern  States  were 
filled  wiiti  tones  t  and,  in  these,  they  encountered  ene- 
mies a  thousand  times  more  rancorous  than  the  British. 
During  periods  of  disaster,  to  which  a  militia,  contending 
with  a  regular  force,  are  always  more  or  less  subject, 
they  were  hunted,  by  thexe,  from  the  fields  to  the  reces- 
ses of  the  forest,  and  again  driven  from  thunce  to  the 
caves  of  the  mountains.  From  these  frstncsses  they 
would  watch  their  opportunities,  and,  as  these  were  pre- 
sented, they  would  emerge  from  their  hi<liiig  placet^  aot^ 
turning  upon  their  enemies,  make  then  Kcl  th«  ftill 
wei|^t  of  their  vengeance. 
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Letter  from  Duff  Green. — Surwmng  Offian  of  the  Revolutum. 


Mr.  C.  stid  tlut  he  had  at  that  mnment  upon  his  table 
a  petition  from  a  nuin  who  had  sefved  in  the  militia  dur- 
ing the  whole  war.*  No  man  had  encottntered  more  pe- 
tila.  or  passed,  witli  life,  through  more  danKen.  He  had 
been  hunted  from  pbee  to  pl^e  like  a  wild  beast,  oy  en- 
emies determined  upon  bis  deatniotion,  by  whom  be  was 
frequently  shot,  and  who  Snally  inflicted  upon  bim  wlnit 
they  believed  to  be  a  mortal  wound.  But  he  survived  it, 
and  yet  lives.  He  states  himself  now  to  be  in  very  redu- 
ced circumstances,  and  prays  a  pension,  or  some  other 
provision.  He  has  never  received  a  dollar  fur  all  his  ser 
vices,  his  perils,  or  his  wounds.  I  have  not  yet  presented 
his  petition,  because  I  know  that,  under  tpc  provkiotw 
of  the  existing  laws^  he  can  obtain  no  relief.  But,  when 
we  are  about  to  bestow  gratuities  for  sernces  rendered 
in  that  memorable  content,  who  is  better  entitled  to  a 
share  of  tbem  than  sucb  a  man  ^ 

It  had  been  stated,  the  other  day,  on  another  occasion, 
that  General  Sumptei^  whose  name  is  identified  with  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  in  the  South,  was  reduced  to  beg- 
gary, and  had  been  dragged  to  (be  tbrediold  of  •  jail. 
Of  the  value  of  his  services  there  was  no  doubt  It 
would  seem  that  his  indigence  was  greater  than  most  of 
the  objects  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  Why  is  it 
ttuit  no  provision  is  to  be  made  for  liim  ^ 

It  had  been  inquired,  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
whetlier,  if  it  should  be  so  alttTed  as  to  extend  its  provi- 
Mons  to  all  those  of  whom  he  had  spoken,  wouhl  gentle- 
men, now  opposed  Co  it,  give  it  theirsupport  i  Answering 
fat  himself  alone,  Hr.  C.  said  he  weuU  not.  His  reasons 
he  had  already  endeavored  to  expluin.  He  thought  there 
iras  nothing  due  to  them,  which  they  had  a  rignt  to  de- 
mand, upon  principles  either  i)f  justice  or  gratitude.  The 
old  Congress  had  done  all  that  it  had  promised,  in  sucb 
manner  as  the  circumstances  nf  the  times  permitted.  It 
had  dune  all  that  the  officeM  expected,  or  had  a  right  to 
expect.  He  believed  that  the  system  of  pensions  had 
already  been  carried  to  too  great  an  extettt  in  this  coun- 
try. He  iMilteved  that  the  gratuitous  appropriation  of 
the  public  treasure  was  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution, 
and  pernicious  in  its  political  tendency.  Vet,  if  the  public 
money  was  to  be  thus  appropriated,  he  thought  that  it 
Bh(,uld  be  applied  in  a  just  and  impartial  manner.  JLet  all 
who  were  equally  meritorious  be  equally  rewarded. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  unwilling,  at  such  a  late  hour,  to 
impose  longer  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate.  He  felt 
himself  constrained,  he  repeated,  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  then  intimated  that  he  denied  to 
address  the  Senate,  to-morrow,  in  &vor  of  thecbtiio. 

Thvbsdat,  Jamcast  31,  1828. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  sUtement 
of  foots,  of  great  length,  from  Duff  Green,  in  explanation 
of  the  provocation  which  produced  the  outrage  com- 
plained  of  in  the  memorial  of  E.  V.  Sparhawk,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was,  tltat  a  letter  having  appeared  in 
the  New  York  American,  accusing  Mr.  Randolph  of  a 
concert  with  the  editar  of  the  Telegraph  in  misreport- 
ing  tlie  speech  of  Mr.  R.  in  which  be  spoke  of  hanfpng 
any  one  who  would  introduce  the  *'  Irish"  or  **  slaves" 
(on  which  the  debute  aro<»e)  into  Virginia  {  that  he  CDuff 
Green)  having  received,  from  John  S.  Meehsn,  infor- 
mation that  Hr.  Sparhawk  had  acknowledged  the  au- 
thorship of  the  cmrespondence  in  the  American — to  use 
the  language  of  the  document,  ■*  Felt  as  every  honorable 
**  man,  he  trusts,  would  fed  in  his  nttiation,  as  the  editor 

of  a  public  journal  of  extensive  circulation,  the  use- 
"  fulness  of  which  must  mainly  depend  upon  the  charac- 
"  ter  of  the  editor  for  verxcity,  which  he  has  ever  been 
■*  anxious  to  muntain"— and  that,  according,  he  (Duff 
Green)  met  Mr.  Spaihawk,  and  inquired  of  him  if  he 

-llbMwtwatSirlctelHanis.       tMr.  tUntofessitaasttsd. 


was  the  writer  of  the  letter  t  and,  not  receiving  a  sa- 
tisfactory answer,  he  (Duff  Green)  proceeded  to  assautt 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  having  no  intention  to  offer  personal  in- 
jury to  him,  his  sole  object  being,  not  to  hurt,  but  to 
disgrace  htm.  **  Nothing  was  further  from  his  (Duff 
"  Green's)  intention,  than  to  infiinge,  in  any  degree,  on 
"  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,"  it  bemg  impossible  that  he 
could  feel  any  other  sentiment  towards  that  bojiy,  than 
the  most  profound  respect  He  remarks  that,  "  if  Mr. 
"  Sparhawk  be  under  the  protection  of  your  honorable 
. "  body,  in  consequence  of  a  permisrion  te  have  a  scat 
**ia  the  Chamber,  as  a  reporter  of  the  Debates,  the 
**  duty  which  has  been  asngned  by  you  to  the  nndenlgn- 
**  ed,  places  him  equally  under  your  protection ;  and  u  it 
*'  be  an  injury  to  Mr.  Spariiawk  to  be  di^raccd,  as  he 
*<  was,  it  is  no  less  an  injury  (although  accompanied  bj 
"  no  disgrace)  to  be  represented  as  a  profligate  instnt' 
"  ment  of  falsifying  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
"  the  co-ordinate  branch  of  Congress."  The  document 
concluded  by  an  apol<^y  for  its  uncommon  lci^;th,  and 
the  expression  of  regret  fbr  consuming  the  time  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  letterof  Mr.  Green  was 
ordered  to  lie  en  the  table. 

SURVIVING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviviag  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army,  being  the  unfiniahed  bunneas 
of  yesterday,  was  then  taken  up.  On  the  question  of 
filling  the  blank  w^tb  i  1,'2U0,000  : 

Mr.  SMIl'H,  of  South  Carolina,  in  prefacing  a  apeech 
of  considerable  length,  observed,  that  Mr..VAx  Boiav, 
who  had  moved  the  adjournment  on  yesterday,  had  yield* 
ed  the  floor  to  him,  being  denrous,  before  addressing 
the  Senate,  of  hearing  all  the  objectiooa  that  were  to  bo 
made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  R^owed  Mr.  S.  at  great  length,  in 
favor  of  the  claims. 

(I'lie  Editors  have  been  unable  to  obtain  accurate  re- 
ports of  either  of  the  above  speeches.] 

FaioAT,  FxaauART  1,  1838. 

The  anfinished  buuness  of  yesterday — A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  reli«f  certain  surviving  Officers  of  the  Hevoln- 
tionary  Army— was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BRANCH,  who  moved  the  at^oiniiineiit  of  ycater^ 
day,  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  MACON  rose,  and,  after  some  general  rcmaifa, 
pronounced  a  high  encomium  on  the  military  services  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Hr.  Smith.]  As  to  the 
chums  ^  these  officers,  wc  all  know  ihe.struts  to  which 
the  Goremment  was  put  to  get  aku^,  at  that  time  }  and 
that  the  Old  Congress  was  lo  hard  run  Uiat  they  tried  to 
get  lands  (o  pay  their  debts  with.  And,  before  the  Con* 
slitution  was  adopted,  the  State  of  Viiginia  surrendered 
her  lands  to  the  United  States  i  whether  wisely  or  not,  I 
don't  pretend  to  say.  The  Govemmeirt  wanted  these 
lands  to  raise  funds  to  pay  off  their  obligations.  The 
States  could  not  help  tbem.  A  great  portion  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  so  destroyed  that  it  was  as  mud)  as  the  Peo- 
ple could  do  to  live.  Almost  every  man  had  been  burnt 
out  at  the  end  of  the  war  ;  and  that  family  which  bad  a 
cow  left,  was  conwdered  tiirtunate.  WcU,  sir,  you  now 
eall  on  these  People,  or  their  descendenis,  to  help  these 
officers  whose  fiunilics  were  better  off  during  the  time  of 
danger. 

Sir,  iiad  1  a  talent  for  description,  I  would  display  to 
yoii  a  picture  of  those  bmea,  whieh  would  diake  the 
stoutest  heart  I  would  show  you  the  wretched  women, 
(whose  husbands  were  defending  the  country  in  the  mill- 
Ua  ranks,)  with  their  hungry,  barefoot,  almost  naked 
chU^«n  haling  round  them,  contemplating  the  burning 
Yuins      tiwir  umua— without  a  abelter.  Mid  without* 
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ncCBcl  to  iiipplytbewantsortheirweepiDp babes.  These 
things  have  passed  away;  and  thousands  of  instances  like 
tbkare  not  now  remembered.  The  Old  Congress  had 
the  most  diflicuU  taak  to  settle  the  accounts  the  States. 
His  mrn  State  pud  millions,  beridcs  the  vast  amount  of 
private  losses.  The  People  entered  into  the  contest  with 
the  utmost  spirit,  and  followed  tlie  enemy  with  as  much 
avidity  aa  ever  Col.  Boone  followei)  an  Indian  in  his  life. 
There  was  a  continual  skirmishing  kept  up  ;  and,  on  the 
Brtti^  side,  when  the  Americans  were  taken  or  surprised, 
it  was  vltipping,  hanging,  and.buniiiig.  When  the  paper 
raonej-  run  out,  what  was  to  be  done  7  It  could  well  be 
recoUected  what  was  tlie  state  of  the  country  after  the 
battle  of  Guilford.  The  paper  money  had  r\in  out,  and 
there  was  no  specie .  Congress  then  took  up  a  new  plan, 
and  the  Continental  bills  run  down  to  one  eighth  of  their 
Qotninal  value,  which  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland  very 
well  knows.  In  my  State  there  was  but  little  Coutinental 
monej.  Tlie  Stale  struck  some  paper  of  its  own,  which 
sold  at  10  per  cent ,  and,  when  tne  confiscated  property 
was  sold,  the  notes  were  redeemed.  This  was  not  done 
by  any  other  State  ;  and  many  of  the  States  paid  the  in- 
terest on  the  Continental  certificates.  The  last  cow  and 
the  last  horse  went  to  keep  up  the  contest ;  and  perhaps 
nothing  was  less  tliought  of  than  individual  interest. 
Tliere  were  no  better  iroopj  in  the  war  than  the  Lines  of 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware  ;  but  it  was  no 
safer  for  the  inbwitants  to  be  with  them,  than  with  the 
enemy.  The  regular  troops  were,  he  knew,  very  much 
distressed  ;  but  were  they  more  so  than  the  militia  ?  They 
were  all  p»d  alike  with  the  Continental  certificates. 
Every  body  was  compelled  to  make  sacrifices ;  and  it  was 
worse  for  the  People  to  get  along  than  settling  a  new 
couHtiy.  The  contributions  had  been  so  closely  levied, 
and  the  ravages  so  great,  that,  where  the  two  armies  had 
been,  there  was  no  provisions,  and  few  houses.  'l*he  Con- 
tinental money  was  the  only  currency  in  the  country. 
Gen.  Hamilton  was  a  man  who  nndertuok  few  things 


down.  It  was  once  supposed  that  when  a  man  died  he 
paid  his  last  debt,  at.d  settled  his  accounts  whh  the  world. 
Uut  it  is  not  so  now. 

The  history  of  the  Revolution,  as  to  the  partisan  war- 
fare ID  the  Soutliem  countnr,  had  never  given  any  idea  «f 
the  tnith.  The  memory  of  Suropter  and  Marion  was  held 
in  high  esteem  ;  but  half  tliat  they  did  was  never  told, 
except  by  some  old  people  to  the  children  of  the  present 
day.  Hut  history  don't  stoop  to  the  militia.  The  battls 
of  the  Cowpens  is  almost  the  only  action  that  figures  in 
the  history  <rf  the  war  in  the  South.  But  I  have  a  gen; 
tieman  in  my  eye  who  did  as  gaUant  a  thing  in  the  inui6a 
as^aa  ever  done  by  regular  troops.  Nobody  had  a  great- 
er  respect  for  the  reguwrs  and  mihtia  who  fought  at  the 
Cowpens  :  but  there  was  another  action  performed  by— 
[The  name  of  the  officer  escaped  the  Heporter,  (he  thinks 
it  was  Col.  Tazewell,)  as  also  the  lacation  of  this  battle. 
Mr.  M.,  at  this  point  of  his  remarks,  directed  his  speech 
to  another  part  of  the  Chamber,  and  was,  cwiaequently, 
not  heard.] — That,  he  considered  the  most  important 
event  of  the  war.  There  M'ere  among  the  humbler  olf- 
ficers  many  striking  examples  of  bravery  and  patriotism. 
There  were  many  others  who  sacrificed  vast  fortunes  in 
supporting  the  cause  of  the  Revolution.  In  the  State  of 
New  York  there  were  some  striking  instances  of  the  kind. 
Governor  Clinton  was  moi'e  honored  by  his  actions  than 
by  the  Vice  Presidency  ;  and  his  stubborn  wbiggery  mve 
him  the  strongast  hold  on  the  affections  of  the  Peopu. 

It  was  impossible  to  go  into  the  Rcvotutionaiy  war  and 
make  selections  of  individuals,  or  do  justice  to  any  one 
set  of  men.  It  was  utterly  imposiible.  He  recollected 
when  Mr.  Monroe's  bill  was  introduced  in  the  other 
House,  only  four  hundred  thousand  dolhirs  was  asked  for. 
The  sum  has  ^ne  on  iuci-easiiig — and  it  only  ^ows  that 
this  thing  is  like  putting  your  hand  to  the  plough — you 
never  can  get  olT  again.  You  take  one  step,  and  you 
must  go  on.  It  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  the  Senate  thinks  founded  in  justice — but 


that  he  did  not  undertand  and  he  look  gi'eat  pains  to  .  it  wat  liis  hoHest  opinion  that  this  bill  ouglit  not  to  pass, 
get  this  commutation  done  for  the  officers.  It  could  |  lie  should  be  sorry  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  Tho 
hardly  be  supposed  that  he  woukt  do  what  would  be  in-i  bill  would  have  suited  him  better,  had  it  pointed  out  how 
jorious  to  his  fellow  officers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Com-|  much  each  pade  of  officers  was  torcceive.  Heshouldthen 
mittee  had  mentioned  the  climates  cT Carlisle  and  Mont-1  have  liked  itbetter,  although,  evon  in tbatform,beBhould 
pelicr  OS  standards.  They  arc  both  healthy  places.  But '  not  have  voted  for  it  The  sum  now  put  in  was  in  the 
do  th^  suppose  that  they  will  apply  to  this  country  '  lump  i  and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  divided. 
Col.  Hamilton  was  sufficiently  aa^uainted  with  the  mat- '  As  to  the  snfFerings  of  these  officers,  other  dosses  of 
tcr,  and  knew  the  rates  of  annuities,  and  he  fixed  upon  people  had  sufTcrcu  ecjually.  He  knew  instances  where 
lire  years.  The  commutation  was,  no  doubt,  a  matter  of  ^  individuals  had  had  their  houses  burnt  over  twice, 
gratification  to  the  officers  at  the  time.  But  it  was  main- 1  The  gentleman  from  New  York  sud,  the  ftther  day,  a 
t»ned  by  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  and  by  the  gentle-  >  great  deal  about  the  glory  and  honor  the  country.  But 
from  New  York,  that  ever^  individual  among  the  of- '  I  like  some  other  things  much  better.    For,  Sir,  when  I 


ficers  did  notassent  to  it.  But  it  was  decided  by  the  ma 
jority  of  the  lines,  and  that  was  aiif^cient.  The  same 
principle  applied  on  the  »doplion  of  the  Constitution. 
That  was  done  by  the  vote  nine  States.  K  was  then  argu- 
ed that  it  muit  be  done  by  the  vote  of  the  whole  t  but  tbe 
majority  niled.  And  so  it  oti^t  to  in  this  case.  It  is 
said  diat  the  elder  ofiicers  made  a  ^ood  bargain,  while 
the  younger  ones  suffered.  But,  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  the  senior  ofiicers  would  mabe  a  good  bargain  for 
themselves  and  a  bad  one  for  their  juniors  ?  Nothing  lias 
the  effect  to  produce  mutual  attachment  more  than  mu- 
tual sufTeriiig  :  and  these  men  had  sufiTered  together. 
Woold  General  Wayne  or  General  Smallwood,  \mo  be- 
gan the  Revolution,  and  went  through  it,  have  done  so  ? 
I  do  not  believe  it.  I  say,  sir,  tltat,  aith  regard  to  tills 
bill,  no  man  has  any  claim  upon  the  Government  for  more 
than  he  received  :  neither  these  officers  nor  the  militia. 
Bnt,  should  I  admit  their  claim,  and  allow  that  it  was,  as 
the  gentleman  tells  us,  founded  on  equity,  will  it  be  ur^ed 
that  a  man's  claims  of  this  kind  don't  descend  to  his  heirs^ 
Does  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  think  so  ?  But  every 
thing  was  now  different.   Kvery  thing  was  turned  upside 

Vol.  IV.— 15 


hear  of  glory  and  honor,  I  always  tliink  of  warand  blood- 
shed. The  happiness  of  the  People  seems  to  me  much 
better,  and  I  shovild  be  more  pleased  to  see  the  duty  on 
salt  taken  off*,  than  iiicrcosed  by  a  war,  in  which  the  coun- 
try was  to  gain  honor  and  f^ory.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Npw  York  don't  want  to  see  it  lessened. 

[Mr.  M.  here  made  an  allusion  to  John  Hancock  and 
Samuel  Adams,  which  was  not  heard  by  the  Reporter.] 

We  are  told,  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way,  [Messrs. 
WoouBOHT,  BxBRiES,  and  HARaisoK,1  that  it  is  a  debt, 
which  this  bill  is  to  pay.  But  I  should  like  to  know  how, 
under  that  argument,  thejr  can  bring  forward  tlieir  doim, 
with  a  receipt  in  full  staring  it  in  the  foce.  And  1  ask 
whether  this  bill  is  any  moi  e  a  fulfilment  of  tlie  contract 
than  the  commulation  act  }  Do  you  pcepese  to  pay  the 
full  amount  of  the  half-pay  *  No,  you  give  them  tbe  eld 
certificates,  with  interest.  Fashions  arc  contiaiially  change 
ing.  The  time  is  within  my  memory  when  we  were  a 
free,  content,  and  happy  People-  We  go  now  for  glory 
and  honor,  as  Uie  gentleman  from  New  Ywk  observes. 
We  are  tcdd  continually  that  this  is  a  great  and  growing 
People.    I  think  we  are  grawing  rather  too  ftst.  The 
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poverty  of  the  People  is  never  taken  into  consideration. 
We  count  the  numbers  only.  I  uk,  if  this  w«a  a  claim, 
why  it  did  not  go  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  *  What 
need  was  there  for  a  Select  Conynittee  ?  It  was,  I  sup- 
pose, to  give  force  to  the  application.  Tlte  real  reason 
why  the  commutation  act  was  passed  u-as  that  pensiims 
were^houg'lit  dii^rracefiil.  This  induced  the  Officers  to 
content  to  commute  their  half-pay.  He  thought  the 
piinctple  of  this  bill  no  belter  than  that  proposed  in  ibe 
time  of  Hr  Monroe. 

(Mr.  BERIIIEN  here  handed  Mr.  MACON  a  papei^ 
on  which  Mr.  M.  made  an  acknowledgement  of  bemg  in 
error — hut  in  what  respect,  the  Reporter  could  not  hear.] 
-  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  that  it  is  a  re- 
proach upon  the  couiitrv  that  this  debt  has  not  been  paid 
before.  I  should  like  to  know  who  caused  this  reproach. 
If  we  had  the  wealth  of  all  the  world,  we  could  not  get 
rid  of  it.  Do  all  you  can,  yotr  cannot  sxtisTy  all  the 
claims.  You  may  live  to  be  as  old  as  Methuselah,  and 
you  could  not  do  it.  Some  gentlemen  think  it  could  be 
done  with  a  few  millions.  Hut  wc  have  enough  to  do  to 
take  care  of  ourselves.  The  gentleman  also  8ai<l  that  the 
commutation  was  inadequate — and,  in  the  same  breath, 
he  praised  the  old  Congress,  who  framed  it,  in  the  high- 
est manner. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  explained.  He  had  not  attributed 
the  deficiency  of  the  commutation  to  any  unjust  or  unfair 
intention  towards  the  Officers.  But  he  liad  said  that  se- 
ven years'  full  pay  was  their  just  equivalent,  and  that, 
the  present  applicants  having  lived  so  long,  the  operation 
frf"  the  act  upon  them  was  unjust. 

Mr.  MACON  resumed.  I'll  say  no  more  on  that  point. 
We've  been  told  about  Shylock  doings,  &c.  What  the 
remark  applies  to,  I  don*t  know.  I  believe  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  it  can't  apply  to  the  old  Congress. 
I  don°t  know  but  it  may  refer  to  those  who  vote  apinat 
this  bill.  It  must  apply  to  somebody.  Keally,  he  did  not 
see  how  this  country  could  have  been  more  lavish  in  ex- 
penditures. But  cvetv  means  must  be  taken  to  increase 
tliem.  We  must  fiindthe  public  debt,  and  divide  five 
millions  among  the  States.  Next  to  the  armjr  which  at- 
ekievcd  our  independence,  those  men  will  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  nation,  who  shall  wipe  the  public  debt  from 
tlie  records  of  the  country.  It  had  been  said  that  oiie> 
third  was  lost  by  the  funding  system.  1  never  heard  that 
fact :  for,  ai  soon  as  the  funding  system  bef^an,  there 
M-ere  riders  from  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  the 
Eastward,  scattered  alt  over  the  country,  as  thick  as  aver 
tin  pedlara  were,  gathering  up  the  paper— which  gave  n 
apring  to  the  business,  rather  than  otherwise.  There 
were  no  post  roads  then,  but  people  could  traral,  when 
their  interests  were  concerned,  without  them.  Will  any 
gentleman  Uy  his  hand  on  his  heart  and  say  that  he  thinks 
tliere  was  any  unfaii-ness  in  the  funding  system  ?  If  gen- 
tlemen will  examine  the  funding  aystem,  they  will  find 
that  tiiere  waa  a  plan  to  make  speculators  disgorge  their 
ill-gotten  wealth. 

1  look  upon  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to  take  so  much 
money  out  of  tfie  pockets  of  the  descendants  of  the  sol- 
ders, to  pay  to  these  individuals.  We  arc  more  dispose<l 
to  help  people  whom  we  know,  than  whom  we  don't 
know.  We  feel  more  for  our  nei^bora  than  for  indif- 
ferent persons.  We  associate  with  the  officers,  and  we 
sympathize  with  them.  But  we  know  nothing  of  the 
aoldiers.  As  to  the  statement  tlut  the  Maryland  Unc 
did  not  agree  to  the  commutation,  he  believed  they  ac< 
cepted  it,  and  that  was  agreement  enough.  H*  had  heard 
much  or  suffering  women.  If  their  husbands  did  not 
provide  for  them,  Tie  knew  that  they  had  a  hard  struggle. 
Women  have  no  political  riglits,  ami  are  ncceasarily  pas- 
aivc  flufierers.  There  wt-rc  no  petitions  from  women,  and 
no  Committee  appointed  on  tlieir  claims.  They  aat  at 
liomc  and  exercised  the  virtues  ,of  patience  and  industry". 


I  am  not  for  glory  and  honor.  I  go  on  a  different  j»inct< 
pie.  1  do  right  if  lean  i  and,  if  i  do  wrong,  loy  people 
will  tell  me  of  it.  I  wish  that  equal  justice  abould  be 
done-— not  give  one  a  silver  spoon,  and  tJie  other  a  hom 
one.  It  was  curious  to  look  at  the  two  Housea — one  de- 
bating  on  economy,  and  the  other  opening  roads  and  ca- 
nals ill  every  direction. 

Mr.  M.  here  reverted  to  some  circumstances  which  oc- 
curretl  icreral  years  aiiKe,  relative  to  certain  applicants 
for  pensions,  ami  obaerved  that  he  had  then  as  much  zeal 
in  favor  of  the.  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  as  lack  of  it 
now. 

Mr.  RELI.  said  that  he  agreed  witii  the  gentlemen  of 
the  CommiUee  that  these  applicants  had  a  just  claim — 
but  he  differed  with  them  upon  the  amount.  He  beliered 
it  W.18  tiie  same  aa  that  of  the  Revolutionary  Soldiers. 
They  endured  the  same  privations  together,  and  ought  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  same  bill.  His  object  was  to 
strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and  to  propose  another,  aa  an 
amendment,  which  should  remunerate  the  Oflicera  and 
Soldiera  for  their  lossea  by  tlie  depreciation  «f  the  Conti- 
nental money. 

Mr.  B.  then  handed  in  lih  amendment— but. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  under  the  impremon  that  the 
motion  was  not  in  order,  as  the  question  before  the  Senate 
now  WAS  that  of  filling  the  blank. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  that  his  substitute  be  printed. 

The  CUAIE  said  it  was  not  in  onler,  unlesBthe  Senate 
consented. 

\\v.  WOODBURY  Mid  that  tliere  waa  no  objection  to 
the  printing— and  he  would  now  observe  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  ready  to  consider  any  modification  at  the 

proper  time. 
T\\t  printing  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  TYLER,  in  reply  to  the  several  gentlemen  who  had 
supported  the  bill,  then  said,  that  he  owed  an  apology 
to  Uie  Senate  fbr  taking  part  in  the  dtscuaaion  of  the 
question  now  under  consideration,  after  the  aomewhat 
I  protracted  debate  which  had  arisen  on  it.    Did  he  listen 
to  the  admonitions  arising  from  his  state  of  health,  as  well 
as  the  conviction  under  which  he  labored,  that  he  could 
impart  no  new  interest  to  the  subject,  he  should  certainly 
remain  nient.    But  there  were  conwdeniions  operating 
1  upon  him  which  he  could  not  disregard.  The  solicitations 
or'  some  uf  the  members  of  this  bwly,  united  with  the 
.  strong  desire  which  he  had  to  remove  from  him  every 
I  shade  of  imputation  which  might  rest  either  on  hts  justice 
j  or  gratitude,  led  him  to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  notice 
of  tlie  Senate.    He  trusted  that  he  waa  incapable  uf  vither 
injustice  or  ingratitude.    He  felt,  also,  that  this  country 
i  could  not  be  accused  either  of  the  one  or  the  otlier,  and 

I  his  remarks  would  be  intended  to  relieve  lumself  and  the 
.  cuunUy  from  the  imputation  <rf' either. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  tlie  bill 
now  under  discussion,  and  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  ItKnaixit]  who  so  eloquently  advocated  its  passage, 
placed  it  exclusively  on  the  footing  of  a  legal  claim.  We 
were  told  by  those  gentlemen,  that  the  tiovemment  rest- 
ed under  an  actual,  exining,  and  binding  obligation  to 
pass  it.  That  it  was  a  debt  due  and  unpaid.  I'he  gen- 
tleman ftom  New  York  [Mr.  VAxBcnstii  who  addressed 
the  Senate  yesterday,  while  he  seemed  disposed  to  con- 
cede the  legal  obligation,  sought  to  enforce  its  enactment 
upon  principles  of  liberality  and  equity.  The  horizon  of 
this  debate  has  become,  therefore,  greatly  enbrged,  and 
the  question  to  be  settled  is  one  of  no  ordinary  interest. 

I I  propose  to  examine  both  propualtiona  in  their  turn. 

Does  there  rest,  then,  a  legal  obligation  on  the  Govein- 
meiit  to  pass  this  bill  >   In  other  worda,  does  it  stand  iii- 
I  debted  to  the  memorialists,  in  virtue  uf  contracts  entered 
•  into  during  the  Kevolutionat^'  war  ?  If  so,  Mr.  President, 
it  is  our  solemn  duty  at  once  to  cancel  the  debt :  but,  if 
'  it  be  so,  then,  sir,  1  should  be  led  to  blush  for  niy  couo- 
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tiy.  Deep  is  Ibe  stain  which  resti  upon  it«  honor.  For 
ne»rly  half  a  century  it  haa  be^n  ^ilty  of  the  K^oss  in- 
jastice  of  withholding  from  the  hudy  veteran  at  the  Re- 
rolutionf  the  earning  of  his  toil  and  blood.  At  the  close 
of  that  glorious  war,  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  the 
comrades  of  the  present  memorialists  survived.  All  luve 
deacendeil  to  the  grave,  save  the  small  remnant  of  two 
humbvd  and  thirty.  The  same  promises  were  made  to 
all  afike  ;  and  tf  those  promises  have  not  been  fulfilled  to 
the  survivors,  they  were  also  violated  to  those  who  are 
no  more.  Many  bare  died  in  penury  and  want,  and  have 
left  to  their  descendants  nothing  but  their  honor  as  an  in- 
heritance. If,  then,  sir,  this  Government  has  withheld 
from  them  that  to  which  they  were  entitleil,  the  Revolu- 
tion accuses  it  of  injustice  t  all  tliat  is  associated  with  the 
past  or  the  present,  loudly  procluims  its  injustice  to  the 
world.  We  have  committca  an  irremediable  sin  Tears 
of  penitence  may  be  shed,  but  they  are  shed  in  vain  ; 
they  cannot  awake  the  dead.  Justice  may  be  done  tu 
those  who  now  show  us  their  many  scars,  received  in  the 
days  of  their  youth,  in  support  of  the  holiest  of  causes, 
but  that  justice  can  only  reach  the  Kviny.  The  honor  of 
our  eountiy  it  tlius  impftrated  in  this  claim  of  legal  right, 
whteh  ii  now  asserted,  after  the  lapse  of  furtjr  four  years, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  narrowly  into  the  subject  ere 
we  form  our  opinions. 

Upon  what,  then,  does  this  legal  claim  rest }  The  plain 
Mate  of  its  origin  is  this :  In  consequence  of  the  worth- 
less currency  in  which  our  armies  were  paid,  the  officers 
•ad  nldien  hail  suffered  so  much  for  the  means  of  pro- 
curing-  even  the  smallest  comforts,  that  dissatisfaction 
with  ihe  service  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  re- 
qiure  imperatively  at  the  hands  of  Congress  the  adoption 
of  some  expedient  calculated  to  reuin  a  sufficiency  of 
officers  in  the  Army,  liesignations  had  become  numc- 
lous  and  alarming.  General  Washington  addressed  him- 
self to  Congren,  and  urged  upon  them  the  propriety  of 
eiMetiog  a  hv  which  should  promise  half  pay  lor  life  to 
meh  offiwrs  as  should  remain  in  the  ssi-vice  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  Congress  adopted  the  expedient,  and  ae- 
conhngjy,  ia  1780,  passed  the  act  containing  llie  provi-^ 
Mon  and  stipulatioii  which  had  been  recommended  to' 
their  adoption.    By  that  act,  all  officers  who  served  to 


  _  .  roluntardy 

tiwn  has  it  been  guilty  of  a  viol.tt)ou  of  its  plighted  faith, 
and  the  cbim  now  set  up    well- founded. 

I  conteral,  sir,  that  the  act  of  1783  totally  changed  the 
^aiacter  of  the  provision  which  had  been  made  for  the 
oSicer*  by  the  act  of  1780,  or,  in  other  vonhi,  entirely 
abrogated  its  provisions.  I'he  act  of  commuted  tlic 
half  pay  for  life  into  five  yean'  full  pay,  and  the  only 
question  which  remains,  would  seem  to  be,  whether  the 
officers  luul  accepted  the  act  of  178.1  in  discharge  of  the 
act  of  1780.  If  so,  Hie  old  bond,  lo  speak  with  greater 
precwon,  created  by  the  act  uf  '80,  is  discharged,  and 
^  new  bonil,  created  1^  that  of  'B.!,  is  accepted  in  its 
stead.  Of  that  acceptance  there  is  no  question.  In  tlie 
absence  of  all  puntive  proof  upon  the  subject,  the  pre- 
SHmption  which  arises  ftom  the  lapse  of  Ume,  would,  of 
itae^  be  sufficient.  No  man  can  believe  that  a  claim  so 
interesting  to  a  large  majority  of  those  entitled,  would 
have  been  permitted  to  slumber  for  ncarty  half  a  century. 
But  this  question  is  rendered  nu  longer  debateahle,  by 
the  confes^on  made  by  the  memorialists  themselves. 
They  admit  the  acceptance,  h^  them,  of  the  commuUtiun, 
and  seek  to  place  their  claim  upon  another  footing. 
Complaints  arc  now  urged  against  the  act  of '8.1,  and  the 
measare  which  it  dralt  out,  is  pnmounccd  unequal  and 
unjust.  I  have  a  ready  answer  to  make  to  these  com- , 
pbunti.  The  act  erf'  '83  wis  passed  at  the  earnest  en- 
treaty of  the  officers  themselves.   They  mcmurUlized  | 


Congress,  and  urged  strong  and  satisftctory  reasons  for 
its  interposition.  Congress  listened  to  their  entreaties, 
and  the  commutation  act  was  accordingly  passed.  The 
motives  wbich  influenced  the  officers  io  suicit  Uie  com- 
mutation, were  of  two  sorts — those  of  patriotism,  and 
self  interest.  The  Revolution  had  overturned  the  privi- 
leged orders,  and  whatsoever  looked  even  remote^  to 
tlie  creation  of  a  privileged  class,  was  extremely  obnox- 
ious to  the  People.  The  act  of  '80  was  considered—! 
will  not  stop  to  inquire  with  what  justice — as  producing 
this  effect.  The  officers,  wisely  and  properly,  conclud- 
ed to  get  rid  of  the  odious  idea  of  being  pensioners  on  the 
•ovemment,  and  therefore  asknl  the  passage  of  that  lav. 
Tliey  resolved  to  lose,  as  speedily  as  potMole,  die  officer 
in  the  citizen,  bearing  about  them  no  other  b«dge  of  dis- 
tinction than  that  furnished  by  honorable  scars.  I  do 
them  no  injustice  when  I  also  ascribe  to  them  the  influ- 
ence of  self-interest ;  that  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
main'Spring  to  human  actions,  and  operating,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  over  all  men.  l*heir  fintunes  had,  no 
doubt,  suffered  severely  during  the  war,  and  it  became, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  high  moment  to  them,  individually, 
that  they  should  be  able  to  control  as  large  a  sum  u  ca- 
cumbtanccs  would  permit.  This  was  effected  by  the 
commutation  of  their  half  pay  into  full  pay  fur  fire  years. 
They  thereby  wei-e  placed  in  possession  of  Oovemment 
sectirities  to  a  large  amount,  wliicli,  if  their  situation  jus- 
tified it,  they  might  retain  until  brighter  days  beamed  on 
tlie  ftnaneea  of  the  country,  or,  if  compelled  to  sell,  would 
place  in  their  possession  larger  resources.  It  was  object* 
ed,  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Yxn  Boaiir] 
that  they  did  not  receive  cash.  I'his  is  admitted — but 
they  received  Govemmei»t  certificates,  the  Government 
having  stipulated,  by  the  act,  to  pay  either  in  money  or 
securities.  Nothing  justifies  the  belief  that  the  officen^ 
when  thejr  asked  the  commutation,  expected  to  receive 
payment  m  cash.  They  knew  the  wants  of  Government 
most  thoroughly — a  dollar  in  specie  was  scarcely  any 
where  to  be  found— two  huudi-ed  millions  of  dollars  of 
paper  money  had  bcvu  thrown  into  circulation,  wbich 
had  depreciated  to  ante  so  low  as  to  be  worthless.  The 
only  ibeans  that  the  country  had  to  meet  its  engagements 
with  the  oncers,  or  its  other  creditota,  was  by  issuing 
certificates.  With  a  full  knowledge  of  these  fiu:ts,  the 
commutation  was  asked,  and  was  granted  i  and  now,  Sir, 
afXer  so  many  years  have  elapsed,  we  hear  compliunts  ut- 
tered against  it.  Nor  does  there  exist,  Mr.  President, 
tlie  slightest  circumstancu  to  induce  tlie  belief  that  the 
officers  received  an  unjust  measure  by  the  terms  of  the 
commutation  ;  but,  on  the  contrar}',  every  thing  opposes 
that  idea.  1  have  said  tliat  they  themselves  asked  Congress 
to  commute:  that  they  acquiesced  iu  that  commutation 
up  to  a  very  recent  period — that  nil  but  a  mere  remnant 
hail  dcseendetl  to  their  graves,  and  that  no  complaint  had, 
until  lately,  been  uttered  against  the  Government.  These 
facts  coukl  not  fail  to  be  satisfiictory-  -but  there  exist  Oth- 
er facts,  equally  conchisive,  upon  this  head. 

The  time  which  was  scleetcd  fur  the  application  was, 
of  all  others,  the  best  for  their  interests.  Tne  battle  liad 
been  lost  and  won.  The  banner  of  America  floated  in 
triumph.  After  having  annihilateil  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  in  (his  hemisphere,  noihtiig  remained  to  be  ac- 
complislied,  but  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  our  rights  as  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  Nation — and  this  recog- 
nition soon  thereafter  followed.  Like  the  Israelites  of 
old,  our  fathers  had  passed  throuj,'h  the  mldemess  of 
doubt  and  danger,  and  had  already  entered  upon  the  pos- 
session of  the  promised  land.  Every  breast  was  filled, 
and  every  eye  beamed  with  gratitude  towards  those  gal- 
lant men,  who  had  fought  the  good  fight.  This  was  the 
em  of  their  application  to  Congres^t,  and  one  more  for- 
tunate in  itself  coidd  not  posubTy  be  imagined.  But  the 
time  of  their  application  was  not  more  propitious  than 
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was  the  tribunal  to  which  they  applied  peculiarly  favora- 
ble. That  tribunal  was  composeo,  in  part,  of  their  bro- 
thers in  arms,  and.  for  the  residue,  of  those  ardent  compa- 
triots who  aebtered  victories  in  Uie  cabinet,  as  great  as 
had  been  won  in  the  GeM.  Such  was  the  tribunal  to  which 
the  appeal  was  made — and  I,  for  one,  will  not,  for  a  mo- 
ment,  beUeve  that  it  was  capable  of  practising  injustice 
tow%rds  those  wlio,  in  their  very  presence,  had  poured 
out  their  blood  and  devoted  their  lives  in  defence  of  their 
country's  rixhts.  So,  Sir,  1  will  not  agree,  by  any  vote 
which  I  shall  ^ve^  to  stamp  upon  their  memories  this  seal 
of  dishonor.  Their  ftur  fame  ctmstitutes  no  small  portion 
of  the  wealth  of  thb  Union,  and  I  will  not  consent  to 
throw  a  stain  upon  it  I  might  repeat  what  has  been  said 
hy  others,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  who  re- 
port^ and  advocated  the  commutation  law  was  General 
Hamilton,  a  distinguished  ofiicer  and  civilian.  That  Gen. 
Washington,  when  President,  never  called  this  decision 
in  question,  as  he  would  most  assuredly  have  done,  had 
he  esteemed  it  unjust;  nor  was  it  ever  adverted  to  by 
any  of  his  successors.  Who,  then,  is  now  at  liberty  to 
infer  that  the  commutation  was  based  on  improper  prin- 
ciples, or  that  a  hard  measure  was  dealt  out  tu  the  officers' 
Shall  we,  at  the  distance  of  forty-four  years,  undertake 
to  reverse  this  decinon  of  our  predecessors,  and  to  brand 
their  memmies  with  the  charge  of  injustice  ?  They  stood 
in  the  midst  of  the  era  for  which  tliey  were  legislating, 
and  were  surrounded  by  those  for  wliom  they  legislated. 
They  weighed  all  the  circumstances  applicable  to  (he 
case,  and  were  qualified  to  decide  correctly.  We,  on 
the  contrary,  are  but  the  men  of  yesterday,  and  liave  but 
a  tUm  and  indistinct  \'iew  of  the  condition  of  those  times. 
We  are  not,  then,  Sir,  qualified  to  legislate  understand, 
ing^y  upon  this  subject  t  and,  for  one,  I  shall  leave  un- 
touched the  decision  which  was  pronounced  in  1783. 

Bui;,  Hr.  President,  if  Ute  Senate  felt  at  liberty  to  go 
into  tliis  matter,  at  this  day,  and  to  inquire  into  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  basis  on  which  the  commut^ion  was  plac- 
ed, the  bill  upon  your  table  would  find  in  that  inquiry 
no  daim  to  our  support  Tlie  officers  tuul  a  Ufe  annuity, 
and  sold  out  for  a  ten  years'  purchase,  paid  in  advance  ; 
the  five  years'  full  pay  being  rather  more  tlian  equal,  in- 
cluding mterest,  to  ten  years'  half  pay.  Would  any  dis- 
creet man  be  willing  to  purchase  an  annuity,  even  from 
the  most  youthful  and  healthy  annuitant,  at  a  greater  pur- 
chase i  Considering  "  the  various  ills  that  flesh  is  heir 
to" — the  numberless  eaemies  to  human  life — I  ask  if  a 
period  (rf*  tenyears  is  not  a  liben>l  term  to  allot  for  its  con- 
tinuance ?  The  common  law  has  been  said  to  be  the  es- 
sence of  piti%  and  correct  reasoning,  and  the  period  which 
it  has  prescribed  as  the  ultima  thule  of  life  is  seven  years. 
If  one  be  gone  beyond  seas,  and  shall  be  unheard  of  for 
seven  years,  that  law  numbers  him  with  the  dead — dis- 
■olves  the  tendcrest  of  ties — pronounces  his  wife  a  widow, 
aad  delivers  over  hia  effects  to  his  legal  distributors. 

It  has  been  uiffed,  however,  ur,  by  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  that  the  Government  has  gwned  by  this  proceed- 
ing a  iai^e  sum  of  money,  by  reason  of  the  elongation  of 
the  lives  of  the  present  applicants.  The  memorialists  may 
have  lost ;  but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow,  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  gained.  Recollect,  sir,  that  tliis  commuta- 
tion law  en^raced  about  two  thoiuand  fou  hundred  and 
eighty  persons,  of  whom  but  two  hundred  and  thirty  have 
lived  to  this  day.  Now,  tn  order  to  have  a  correct  account 
of  profit  and  loss  stated,  v\  e  should  ascertain  the  various 
periods  at  which  each  of  the  decedents  have  departed 
this  life.  For  all  who  died  within  the  firbt  ten  years  the 
Government  neceraarily  sustained  a  loss  equal  to  the  un- 
expired term  of  the  ten  years.  Upon  all  auch  loMe%  in- 
terest should  be  calculated  up  to  this  day,  as  luu  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  memorialists,  and  the  balance  might 
then  be  foirly  struck.  Do  I  hazard  any  thing  in  the  con> 
jccturc  that  the  Goremment  has  lost^by  the  <^cration  t 


We  have  no  correct  data  on  which  to  proceed  in  makinfp 
up  such  account ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  unfair  (o  conclude, 
that  the  want  of  those  very  data  constitutes  an  objectiM 
to  this  claim.  If  the  gmiD  of  tlie  Government  be  rested 
on  in  support  of  the  claim,  the  Senate  has  a  right  to  re- 
quire it  to  be  shown,  and  the  burden  of  proof  devolves 
properly  on  the  memorialists. 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  the  Government  also  gained 
in  the  process  of  funding,  it  is  true,  that,  although  the 
certificates  were  funded  in  the  year  1791,  at  their  nonu- 
nal  amount,  yet  that  the  interest  on  a  part  of  the  amount 
was  deferred  fora  few  years.  But  can  any  man  doubt  but 
that  the  funding  sj-stem  was  most  eageriy  desired  by  the 
holders  of  the  certificates  f  We  know  ihe  fact  to  have 
been  so.  I'bat  measure  met  with  decided  opponUon 
from  many  parts  of  the  Union  ;  hut  it  nevrrtheless  pre- 
vailed, much  to  the  gratification  of  the  certificate  liotdets. 
It  was  a  day  of  jubilee  to  them,  and  made  the  fortune*  cS 
many.  If  the  officers  had  patted  with  their  certificate^ 
it  was  their  misfortune,  but  not  the  blame  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

Thus,  then,  Mr.  President,  tills  commutation  waa  made 
at  the  request  of  the  officers  themselves  ;  was  accepted 
by  them  {  was  based  upon  foir  principles  t  and  the  certifi* 
cates,  issued  in  pursuance  thereof,  were  fiinded  at  the 
request  of  the  holders.  Forty-four  yeara  have  passed 
by,  and  no  murmur  of  discontent  has  been  expressed. 
No  debt,  then,  is  due  from  the  Government,  and  it  stand* 
acquitted  from  the  charge  uf  injustice. 

An  appeal  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Vah  Bobbn]  to  our  liberality  i  our  equity,  i 
Ustened  to  tiie  gentleman  with  great  pleasure  i  and  if  I 
fiad  dared  to  have  gpven  audience  to  my  feelings,  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  suggestions  of  duty  and  sound  polky,  1 
might  have  been  led  captive.    Befwc  we  yield  the  reins 
to  our  feelings,  it  believes  us  to  hiquire  whither,  and  how 
fur,  they  will  carry  ua.    The  gentleman  seemed  to  adm^ 
the  claims  of  the  dead  to  be  equally  strong  with  those  of 
the  living.    Sir,  the  rights  of  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased  officers  must,  of  necessity,  be  as  strong  as  those 
of  the  survivors.    The  acts  of  1780snd'83embmcedall 
alike  t  and  if,  as  has  been  contended,  tlie  full  pay  should 
have  been  allowed  for  seven  instead  of  five  years,  it  is 
equally  due  to  all  who  were  embraced  under  its  provisiona. 
Then,  sir,  if  l,'^00,000  dollirs  be  due  to  the  survivon^ 
230  t  if  the  representatives  of  the  deceased,  of  the  2,<80 
be  included,  the  Government  must  neceuarily  make  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  $  11,860,869,  that  being,  upon 
the  hypotliegis  assumed,  the  sum  that  would  now  be  ao* 
tually  due.    This  is  the  first  fruit  of  a  liberal  pohcy.  A 
result  from  which  there  is  no  escaping.    Let  us  not  be 
deceived  by  the  expectation  that  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  deceased  ofncers  will  not  apply  for  their  share  of 
this  claim.    They  will  apply.   This  morning  1  have  re- 
ceived an  application  on  bebdf  of  one  of  them,  and  die 
applications  will  become  constant  «hd  unceasing.  Nor  b 
this  the  only  consequence  which  should,  I  will  not  aay 
will,  flow  from  it.    The  soldiers  of  the  Kevulution,  who 
stood  by  the  aide  of  this  corps  of  officers,  and  encounter> 
ed  the  heat  of  the  war,  are  equally  entitled  to  the  exer- 
cise of  our  liberality.   The  gentleman  fhrni  New  Ycvl^ 
has  sud  that  the  ofncers  stand  on  a  different  footing  Crom 
tlie  soldiers — that  their  claim  resta  on  a  compact  witli  the 
Government.    And  I  would  ask,  sir,  if  the  soldiering 
not  rest  his  claim  also  on  a  compact '  Did  not  the  Go> 
veniment  agree  to  pay  him  ux  dollars  per  month  i 
Has  it  complied  with  this  contract  >  I  contend  that  it  has 
fulfilled,  as  far  as  could  have  been  demanded  of  it,  its 
agreement  with  both  officers  and  acAdiers  i  but  I  iiu^ice 
of  those  who  hold  a  dilTerent  opinio*  relative  to  the  ofR* 
cers,  to  say,  whether  the  soldiers  have  not  equal,  or 
greater  cause  to  uompluiri  >  Tfacv  were  paid  in  paper 
money,  in  nisemble  tnisb,  wliicb  depreoiMcd  a  thoMind 
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lor  one.  The  payment  became  merely  nominal.  From 
tbe  lips  of  one  of  thoae  who  bad  sliouldered  his  musket 
daring  tlie  whole  war,  1  learned  that,  pmctising  gmat 
ecoAomy,  he  liad  treasured  up  a  part  of  his  pay.  up  <o 
the  end*  of  the  war  ^  that  dien  he  had  found  the  Goveni- 
meot  wholly  unable  to  redeem  its  paper,  and  that  he  had 
given  it  to  the  winds.  And  yet,  sir,  it  is  sud  that  the 
soklier  has  no  claim  upon  that  liberality  wbicli  is  invoked 
on  behalf  of  the  officer.  But  it  is  urged  that  the  act  of 
Usutation.  of  1794,  bars  tbe  soldier's  claim — and  why  not 
thai  of  the  officer  ?  It  is  equally  applicable  to  nil  Kevo- 
lutionaiy  claims.  How  feeble,  Mr.  President,  would  have 
been  tbe  defence,  arising  from  that  source,  yesterday. 
The  barrier  reared  by  the  act  of  limitation  would  have 
yielded  befbte  the  fbrvid  and  flowing  appeal  which  the 
^ntleman  made  to  our  tibemhty.  The  Treasury  would 
hare  found  no  security  behind  it  And  I  cannot  admit 
the  justice  or  propriety  of  disregarding  its  provisions  as 
to  one  class  of  men,  and  enforcing  them  as  to  anotlicr. 

AcUiw  upon  the  principles  wliidi  tbe  gentleman  at- 
temfjteU  to  enforce,  there  still  remains  another  class  of 
llev<rfiitionaiy  snfferrrs,  who  sliouKl  possess  our  regard. 
I  jdlude  to  those  who  fought  our  battles  in  the  cabinet, 
"  who  legislated  with  Iwlters  round  their  necks,"  who 
gave  tlieir  all,  and  died  bankrupts  in  fortune.  I  will 
oaroe  but  one  of  them — Robert  Morrii.  Who  than  him 
was  more  deserving  !  Who  adventured  more  largely,  or 
suffered  nwre  severely  ?  i(e  literally  gave  w  to  his 
country,  and  died  either  at  the  door  or  within  the  walls  of 
a  jail  !  Here  is  a  theme  tat  impassioned  eloquence — one 
wiiich  addresses  itself  almost  irreinstibly  to  the  feelings. 
The  gentleman  referred  us  to  certain  acts  which  had  pass- 
ed into  laws,  as  incitives  to  the  passage  of  Ute  present 
bill.  I  will  not  analyse  them  minutely.  The  Govern- 
nent  muct,  at  all  times,  exercise  a  aound  diicrction,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  acted  wisely  in  tbe  instances 
aBuded  to.  Ilut,  if  precedents  of  recent  legislation  are 
to  be  urged  in  support  of  tlie  bill,  why  do  not  gentlemen 
report  a  bill  to  remunerate  the  Jerseys,  and  oUier  States, 
for  loMies  and  injuries  which  they  sustained  in  the  Kevo- 
lution  *  An  example  of  liberal  legislation  was  at  hand,  in 
the  law  making  pravinon  for  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  during  the  late  war.  Sir,  we  cannot  repair  lenses 
which  were  dien  suatuned.  To  do  so  would  make  bank- 
nq>t  all  the  exchequers  in  tbe  world.  It  was  a  revolu. 
tionary  w«r.  The  husbandman  can  oppose  no  resiatance 
to  the  tempest,  which  prostrates,  in  its  course,  whole  fo- 
rests {  neither  can  Governments  repair  the  ravages  of  re- 
volutionary war.  It  is  a  political  tempest,  fraught  with 
li^tnings  that  render  desolate  the  face  of  nature. 

To  these  surviving  worthies,  then,  ur,  I  would  say, 
Brave  laen,  your  country  venemtes  and  reveres  yoji. 
Tour  honorable  scan  and  silver  locks  are  your  passpt^rt 
to  her  affection  ami  gratitude.  She  has  done  fur  you  all 
that  justice  required— tliat  you  yourselves  demanded. 
She  commuted  at  your  request,  and  funded  as  you  dear- 
ed.  8be  has  thus  cancelled  the  debt  which  slie  imposed 
opon  herself.  She  cannot  discriminate  in  your  &Tor 
without  creating  thereby  a  burthen  wUcli  would  bank- 
rapt  her  exchequer.  Let  not  these  hoary-headed  vete- 
lans  indUilge  iu  vain  regrets.  Sir,  they  hare  sources  of 
consolation,  and  of  rejoicing,  which  can  never  be  dried 
up.  They  have  the  recollection  of  a  well-spent  life  to 
br^ihten  the  decline  their  years.  They  have  fought 
tbe  food  fight,  and  their  lives  will  teniunate  in  lionu-. 
Would  they  exchange  their  weU4>ou|^t  honors  fur  all 
tbe  wealth  which  could  be  poured  out  upon  them  ? 
Would  tbe  honomble  Senator  from  Mar)- land  [Mr.  SxithJ 
(I  beg  his  pardon  for  alluding  to  him  personally)  ex- 
punge the  ^ory  which  he  won  at  Mud  Island  Fort,  and 
MjMtinwe  in  the  late  war,  for  aught  that  could  be  of. 
nred  Um  }  Would  those  gallant  men  exchange  a  single 
■car  wbieh  thejr  obtained  under  tlte  banners  of  liberty. 


for  all  the  money  in  the  world  ?  No,  rir ;  it  would  be 
exchan^n|f  immortality  fur  mortality — an  undying  name 
for  the  perishable  wunlth  of  this  world. 

This  country  has  not  been  unjust — it  has  nut  been  un- 
grateful. When  was  it,  ur*  that  a  Revoliitiunaty  man, 
possessing  worthiness,  asked  for  ofBce,  that  lie  did  not 
receive  it  }  Offices  have  been  dealt  out  to  them  by  State 
and  United  States'  Governments,  with  a  liberal  hand ; 
and  to  secure  them  against  suffering  and  want,  this  Ck>- 
vemment  has  provided  for  them  a  liberal  resource,  in  an 
existing  law.  1  must  tlien,  Mr.  President,  enter  my  dis- 
sent from  the  idea  that  we  have  either  withheld  what  was 
due,  or  denied  what  ahoiild  have  been  fj^nted. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday.  - 


Monday,  Fkbkcart  4,  1828. 

The  CHAIR  presented  a  communication  from  Mr.  John 
Agg,  in  relation  to  the  concert  to  misi^port  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  assumed  to  have  been  entere<l  into  be- 
tween  the  reporters  of  the  Intelligencer  and  Journal,  by 
Duff  Green,  in  his  statement  in  answer  to  the  memorial 
of  E.  V.  Sparhawk. 

Mr.  EATON  remarked  that  he  did  not  think  it  at  all 
incumbent  upon  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  examination  of 
the  matter  contained  in  this  communication.  It  had  no 
direct  reUtioii  to  the  affair  which  had  brouglit  the  memo- 
rial and  the  answer  before  the  Senate.  In  the  first  place, 
Mr.  Sparhawk  came  forward  and  complained  of  an  injury, 
Utey  had  consented  to  receive  his  memorial  {  and  were 
therefore,  in  a  manner,  bound  to  hear  Mr.  Green,  in  an- 
swer. But  he  thought  tbey  ought  to  go  no  fiiHher.  If 
both  sides  were  heard,  it  was  surely  sufficient  without 
^ing  into  the  consideration  of  affairs  which  had  no  bear* 
mg  upon  the  matter  in  hand.  He  understood  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be,  whether  the  statement  of  Mr.  \^  sliould 
be  received.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be,  and  made  a  mo* 
tion  to  that  effec*. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  thought  ihat  the  paper 
was  already  received. 

The  CHAIR  stated  tliat  the  receiving  of  a  memorial, 
or  other  application,  was  a  matter  of  course.  But  it  was 
always  in  the  power  of  a  Senator  to  make  a  motion  that 
it  be  i>ot  received.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  hav- 
ing made  that  motion,  tbe  question  was  now  befiwe  tbe 
Senate. 

JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  he  did  not  see 
anu  good  reason  why  this  paper  should  not  be  received. 
If'^oe  communication  upon  this  subject  wtre  received, 
he  thought  all  ahouU  be.  The  subject  was  an  unpleasant 
one  to  enter  upon  at  all  t  but  as  the  memorial  bad  been 
received,  as  well  as  the  answer  to  it,  he  wi^ed  that  what- 
ever had  any  legitimate  connexion  with  the  affair  in  ques- 
tion, might  be  laid  before  the  Senate.  In  relation  to  tbe 
cause  of  the  first  complaint,  be  knew  very  well  that,  as  a 
criminal'  matter,  tliey  had,  nothing  tu  do  with  it.  As  an 
assault  and  battery,  it  was  a  case  to  be  settled  by  a  court 
of  justice.  But  he  was  far  from  thinking  tliat  the  Senate 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  plaoe  in  which  the  offence 
was  committed.  They  had,  it  wa?  true,  no  legal  juris- 
diction t  but  they  had  a  police  jurisdiction,  and  he  thought 
they  ougfht  to  act  promptly  to  its  enforcement.  The 
building  in  which  they  held  their  deliberations  had  been 
apjiropriated  to  the  use  irf  Congress.  Tlie  part  in  which 
thwbady  uts,  ia«llotted  to  tbe  Senate,  and  u  police  juris- 
diction over  its  apartments  undoubtedly  exisu,  which  is 
placed  ill  the  hands  of  the  President.  Hie  members 
were,  doid)tless,  willing  on  all  occasions  to  aid  biro  in  any 
measures  which  he  might  think  necessary  to  adopt  for  its 
reguktion  and  execution.  He  was  very  far  from  sup|>oa- 
ing  that  the  body  had  any  punighiiig  power.  But  he  con- 
bidered  that  if,  in  any  case,  the  Chair  did  not  see  fit  to  act 
in  relation  to  a  violation  Of  good  order,  it  was  the  duty  of 
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the  body  to  take  tip  the  subject,  and  express  their  opinion 
upoQ  it  It  wu  not  for  them  tu'aay  whether  the  parties 
were  liglit  or  wron^,  or  whether  the  offence  of  one  party 
deserved  chastisement  from  the  other.  But  the  time  and 
place  were  to  be  conndered.  The  commission  of  violeiice 
in  the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Senate,  oufflit 
to  be  strongly  reprobated.  Such  acts  ought  never  to  be 
countenanced,  whether  a  member^a  citizen,  or  an  officer 
of  the  body,  were  the  persona  committing  tltem.  He 
thought  the  matter  came  within  the  power  4^  the.  Frc«- 
dent  of  the  Senate  but  if  it  did  not,  it  was  certainly  in 
the  power  of  the  body  to  pass  upon  such  conduct  The 
Senute  had  a  perfect  control  over  its  apartments.  It  could 
admit  citizens  or  stenographers  upon  its  floor,  or  it  can 
reject  them.  And  having  admitted  them,  it  coidd  make 
such  arrangements  for  their  benefit  as  it  might  think  pro- 
per. He  did  not  at  all  intend  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
aifray  to  which  their  attention  had  been  called.  But.  as 
the  Senate  had  given  scats  in  the  cliamber  to  the  report- 
ers, he  considered  that  they  ought  to  be  so  tar  under  the 
protection  of  the  body  as  lhat  they  should  not  be  pre 
vented  from  pursuing  the  duties  for  which  lliey  were  ad- 
mitted by  men:ice  or  force.  He  had  merely  risen  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  un  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  act  in  the 
matter.  He  thon^t  that  means  should  be  employed  to 
prerent  persons  from  coming  into  the  rooms  occupied  by 
tliem,  to  push  their  quarrels,  or  to  commit  violence  on 
any  one. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that,  as  the  power  »rf" the  Pre- 
sident had  been  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Louis* 
iana,  he  would  state,  that  his  power  only  extenOed  to 
the  regulation  of  the  chambers,  and  to  the  providing  rules 
for  their  arrangement.  The  Chur  had  certainly  no  pow- 
er of  punishing  offences. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  be  did  not 
apprehend  that  the  communication  of  Mr.  Agg  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  subject  of  the  memorial  presented 
by  &Ir.  Sparhauk.  It  was  n  matter  totally  foreign  to  the 
application  which  the  Senate  had  recaivcd  from  Mr.  S. 
and  he  saw  no  reason  for  its  reception- 
Mr.  ROWAN  said,  the  facta  were,  that  Hr.  Sparhawk 
presented  a  memorial,  to  which  Hr.  Green  had  replie<l, 
and  in  replying,  he  had  mentioned  the  journal  to  which 
Mr.  Agg  was  attached.  He,  therefore,  presents  a  state- 
ment ill  answer  to  that  allusion.  But  Mr.  K.  con«dered, 
that  if  this  were  admitted,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
statements.  The  chain  would  be  interminable.  This 
paper  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matttr  t  and  if  it  had, 
he  should  be  not  the  less  opposed  to  receiving  it.  He 
had  been  against  receiving  the  first  papers  presenteil  by 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  because  the  dftair  of  which  they  treated 
was  not  a  matter  for  their  consideration.  As  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  had  been  &r  more  coin- 
promitted  by  receiving  tho.-c  papers,  ih-n  by  the  act  of 
which  they  complained.  He  wished  that,  at  this  time, 
the  whole  subiect  miglit  be  disposed  of.  He  wished  to 
get  rid  of  all  this  stuff,  for  he  maintained  that  they  ought 
not  to  act  upon  it.  As  he  had  said  before,  it  was  a  sub. 
Ject  for  the  examination  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  there  it 
ougiit,  if  at  all,  to  be  discussed.  To  the  gentleman  who 
said  ttiat  the  Senate  had  jurisdiction  over  the  transaction, 
he  answered,  Where  is  your  jury,  your  deciding  body, 
beforu  whom  the  case  can  be  tried  ?  He  assured  the  gen- 
tieman  there  was  no  power  in  the  Seiwte  forthe  purpose. 
They  could  not  go  into  the  examination  of  the  case,  for 
where  was  the  machinery  by  which  it  was  to  be  done  ? 
There  was  none.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
would  not  receive  *he  communication  now  presented,  and 
that  the  several  individuals  might  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  papers.  ,  ,-  p 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  SoiMh  Carolina,  expressed  his  betiet 
that  the  Senate  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this  subject. 
How  [said  Mr.  S.]  can  you  proceed  '   Have  jou  the 


power  to  punish  the  oflTcnoe  complained  of  >  Have  yon 
power  to  imprison  the  offinider— and  if  you  have,  hovfir 
can  you  go  m  its  exercise  >.  Row  far  are  you  licenaed  ^ 
How  are  you  limited  f  And,  if  you  go  on,  where  mil 
you  end  ?  These  questions  were  of  serious  importance, 
and  could  not  eanly  be  answered.  Was  the  bttnness  of 
the  Senate  to  be  obstructed  by  memories  brought  in 
from  day's  end  to  day's  end,  upon  every  trivial  occasion  *. 
He  thought  not.  And  suppose  [said  Mr.  S.]  you  were  to 
refer  the  matter  to  a  committee,  and  they  were  to  report 
that  one  of  the  parties  has  assaulted  the  other  in  your 
premises,  and  triumphed  over  him — What  will  you  do 
with  him  >  I  cannot  conceive.  If  tlie  application  was 
for  the  dismissal  of  an  officer  of  the  Senate  for  malprac- 
tices, it  would  be  a  different  matter.  As  it  was,  he 
thought  it  a  subject  on  which  they  could  not  act  with  pro- 
priety, and  he  had  wi^ed  that  the  memorialist  bad  been 
allowed  to  withdraw  his  papers  when  the  motion  was 
made  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky.  It 
ought  to  have  been  withdrawn  in  its  incipient  stage.  Of 
Mr.  Sparhawk,  Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  nothing.  He  might 
have  great  cause  of  complaint ;  but  this  was  not  the  place 
for  him  to  apply  to.  He  had  nothing  to  say  against  ac> 
commodattng  the  ncporters.  'lliey  were  useful  indivi- 
duals, and  he  believed  the  Public  was  much  indebted  to 
them.  There  were,  he  knew,  complaints  that  ibey  some< 
times  committed  errors — but  lie  thought  they  were  gene- 
rally correct — and  indeed  to  him  it  was  matter  of  wmider 
llmt  they  did  not  make  ten  mistakes  where  they  oude 
one.  They  certainly  exhibited  a  denre  to  be  correct, 
and  oii^t  to  be  admitted  to  all  proper  privileges.  But 
Mr.  Sparhawk's  resort  for  the  injuiy  he  complained  of^ 
was  not  here.  He  must  apply  to  a  court  of  justice.  If  a 
complaint  had  been  lodged  against  the  Printer  to  the  3e> 
Bate,  he  should  have  been  ready  to  consider  it  and  vote 
ui>on  it.  In  the  present  case,  he  wished  the  matter 
might  drop  where  it  was  \  and  hoped  that  the  motion  to 
allow  the  parties  to  withdraw  their  papen  might  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loiiiriana,  remarked,  that  he  did 

not  attempt  to  assert  any  right  on  the  part  of  the  penon 
now  applying  here.  Rut  he  thought  all  the  papers  ought 
to  be  put  together  t  and  was  therefore  in  favor  of  receiv- 
ing the  communication. 

Mr.  NOBLE  <lesired  lo  hear  the  statement  read. 

Mr.  EATON  observed,  that  it  cimid  not  be  read  if  it 
was  not  received  }  and  that  the  question  upon  receiving 
must  first  be  taken. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that,  if  the  motion  to  read  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Senate,  the  paper  might  be  read. 

Mr.  EATON  repeated,  that  lie  could  not  see  any  just 
ground  for  considering  it  at  all,  as  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  qtiam.1 

Hr.  KING  s:iid,  that  the  reason  why  the  object  of  all 
memorial,  etc.  was  stated  on  being  presented,  was,  that 
the  fact  migtit  be  ascertained  whether  they  were  proper 
subjects  of  consideration.  The  object  of  this  paper  had 
been  staled,  and  it  was  evident  that  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case  before  the  Senate.  For  this  reason,  he  was 
against  receiving  it. 

Hr.  NOBLE  ttise  to  make  some  remarks,  but 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  observed,  tluil  a  question 
on  reading  could  not  be  debated  i  and  read  the  ntle  to 
that  effect  from  Jetlerson's  Manual. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  reading  the  atatemeat 
offered  from  Mr.  Agg,  it  was  negatived. 

The  question  occurred  on  receiving  the  eommomca* 
tion,  when  it  was  rejected. 


TL'Esiii.T,  FxaauABT  5,  1838. 

[The  Senate  was  principally  occupied*  to<^y,  in  Uk 
considenition  of  Executive  business.] 
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WKTm«BAT,  FSMUART  6,  1838. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  mafc- 
itg  appK>pria6oQS  for  the  payment  uf  the  RevoliitioMary 
■ad  other  Pemionen  of  the  United  States  wa»  aguii  ta- 
ken up. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "in  adcli- 
■  tkm  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  former  appropria- 
dons,  of  6re  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  dollars, 
*■  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,"  and  to 
insert  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  he  was  instructed  to  make  this 
notion  by  the  Comnuttee  on  Finance.  The  Committee, 
sR=e  the  sobjcet  was  last  discussed,  have  had  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject.  It 
appeals  to  the  Committee  that  the  sum  of  eight  humlrcd 
tbooaaod  dollars  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pensions  of  the 
jrear  1838.  The  unexpended  balance,  five  hundred  and 
■xty-foar  thousand  dollars,  added  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  six  thousand  dollati,  proposed  to  be  sp. 
ptopriated  in  the  bid,  will  answer  the  same  purpose,  so 
br  as  regards  the  penaons  of  1828.  Hut  the  unexpended 
balance,  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  dollars, 
might  be  called  for  this  year,  by  those  to  whom  it  was 
due  ;  and,  there  bein^  no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
tbe  demand,  the  pensioners  would  be  co.T>pcI)ed  to  apply 
to  Congrm  for  relief.  The  Committee  thought  it  best 
to  leave  the  unexpended  balance  subject  to  the  claims 
Bpon  it,  and  tu  appropriate,  independently  of  that,  n  suf- 
ficient sum  to  meet  the  pennons  of  the  year  182B. 

The  Secretary  of  War  thought  the  appropriation  should 
be  made,  as  pruposed  in  the  bill  i  yet  he  would  have  the 
rig^t  to  take  up  the  unexpended  balance  and  pay  it  awxy 
if  It  ^Aould  be  called  for.    The  Committee  were  not  of 
this  opinion.    Hiou^h  this  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Goremment,  it  «  as  illegaL    The  act  of  1830  forbidtt  it. 
No  ioconvenience  could  arise  from  the  course  proposed 
by  the  Committee.    The  sum  unexpended  would,  after 
the  usual  time,  go  to  the  surplus  hmd.   The  Chief  Clerk 
trf"  the  Pension  Office,  Mr.  Edwards,  had  given  it  as  his 
o|M4iion  that  tlie  five  hundred  and  sixty.four  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  called  for.    It  was  also  evident,  from  cal- 
cobtions  which  Mr.  SMITH  made,  that  all  those  were 
sot  dead,  whose  penuons  bad  not  been  demanded.  Ur- 
S-  had  suggested,  he  said,  the  propriety  of  enacting  a 
law  that  all  pensioners,  who  did  not,  for  two  years,  apply 
ftir  their  pensions,  should  be  considered  as  dead.  But  he 
had  been  informed  tital  a  law  was  unnecessary  for  the 
purpose,  as  It  could  he  done  by  a  regulation  of  the  l)e- 
pactaient. 

Mr-  IIAHIUSON  would  vote,  he  said,  for  the  appropri- 
ations proposed  by  the  Committee.  The  rt-ason  whv  the 
pensioiiera  had  not  applied  for  the  sums  due  to  them',  was 
no*  tiiat  they  were  dead,  but  that  the  pension  system  is 
cootpficsited.  The  process  of  drawing  the  money  was 
tedtotts  and  difficult  Mr.  If.  would  take  occasion,  he 
arid*  at  a  proper  time,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  Ihts  subject,  and  endeavor  to  devise  some  easier  means 
which  these  meritorious  men  might  be  enabled  to  re- 
usve  from  Government  their  scanty  pittance. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  cngmsKd  for  a  thitxl  reading. 

DISCRIMINATIl^G  DUTIES. 
The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
wning  diseriminating  duties  on  tonnage  and  impost," 
wing  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  tlie  bill  now  under  consider- 
»*»^  relates  to  a  subject  of  no  smsll  nwgnitude.  As 
*i»Bot  accompanied  by  any  report  of  facts  or  pi-inci- 
jdesmibsuppwt,  because  such  a  rsport  was  made  at 
»  ftnner  session  to  tbi»  body,  1  must  ask  the  indulgence 
«f  (be  Senate  a  /ew  minute^  to  recall  to  their  minds 


the  histoty  and  present  condition  of  our  discriminating 
duties,  the  changes  that  will  be  effected  by  this  bill, 
and  the  reasons  in  fcvor  of  those  changes.  The  duties 
imposed  on  American  vessels,  commg  from  abroad, 
were  always,  prior  to  the  year  1815,  only  six  cents  per 
ton.  Those  imposed  on  Rireign  vessels,  prior  to  tliat 
period,  were  fifty  cents  per  ton  on  the  vessel,  and  ten 
per  cent,  additional  impost  on  the  cargo.  Since  1804, 
these  last  have  also  been  subjected  to  fifty  cents  per 
ton  light  money.  Thus  making  the  discrimination 
forty-four  cents  per  ton  without,  and  ninety-four  cento 
per  ton  with,  light  money  on  the  vessel,  and  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  cargo.  Since  the  3d  of  Marcl^  1815,  the 
discrimination  remains  the  same,  except  in  certain  cases, 
and  as  to  cerUin  nations  which  I  will  now  proceed  to 
particularize.  In  no  cases  has  the  duty  on  American 
vessels  been  altered,  except  the  addition  of  fifly  cents 
per  ton,  March  Is*,  1817,  whenever  their  crew  and  offi. 
cers  were  not  two-thirds  Americans.  But,  in  respect 
to  foreign  vessels,  it  was  proposed,  by  an  act  of  the'  3d 
of  March,  1815,  to  abolish  all  discriminating  duties 
whatever,  upon  them  or  their  cargoes,  when  the  Ust 
was  the  "growth  or  produce  of  the  country"  where  the 
vessel  was  owned,  provided  a  reciprocal  rule  was  there 
ado|)ted  in  relation  to  this  country.  Some  doubu  arose 
as  to  the  application  of  this  act  to  countries  where  no 

discriminating  duties  had  existed  to  be  "abolished"  

and,  also,  as  to  cargoes  not  the  "growth  or  produce'* 
of  a  particular  country,  but  of  some  other  country,  m 
the  interior  of  a  coutinent,  and,  transported  thence  by 
land,  or  boat  navigatiun,  were  "  usually  first  shipped" 
at  the  ports  of  a  different  nation,  rtcnce,  January  Ttli, 
1824,  the  phraseology  was  altered  from  "  abolished,*' 
&c.  to  "imposed  i"  and  the  privilege  of  the  cargo  was 
extended  from  the  "  growth  ami  prodtiee  of  the  coun- 
try," to  any  articles  "first  or  usually  shipped"  at  any 
ports  in  the  Netherlands,  or  Prussia,  the  Hanseatic  ci. 
ties  of  Hamburg,  Lubec,  and  Dremeii— and  at  any  porta 
in  Norway,  Sardinia,  Russia,  or  the  Dukedom  of  Olden- 
burg. It  is,  by  the  way,  somewhat  singular,  that  this 
last  pruilege  should  have  been  limited  to  particulur 
phiccB,  when  the  rule  is  old  as  the  navigation  law  of 
1651,  wherever  foreign  vesseb  are  allowed  to  bring 
their  own  protluce,  to  admit  in  them  alt  other  produce 
"  usually  first  shipped  at  their  porta  ;"  and,  on  tills  prin- 
ciple,  Venice,  Ocnoa,  anil  Lighorn,  have  lung  been 
pUces  from  which  Aiiatic  goods  from  the  Levant  wtre 
permitted  to  be,  in  their  vessels,  introduced  inlo  Eng. 
laud.  In  this  way,  now,  American  produce  descending 
the  St  Lawrence,  is  mostly  shij)pcd  from  Montrt-al  and 
Quebec,  with  the  character,  and  all  the  privileges  of 
Canadian  produce.  Under  ihc  laws  of  1815  and  1824 
before  mcntioiied,  and  under  certain  commerci;d  Con. 
ventiuns,  since  completed  with  ft»reign  nations,  the  fi.U 
lowing  changes  as  to  duties  on  foreign  vessels,  have  oc- 
curred since  March  3d,  1815.  British  vessels,  hy  the 
Convention  of  December  2.%  1815,  pay  only  the  same 
duty  as  American  ones,  unless  coming  from  places  where 
American  vessels  are  prohibited  i  but  when  coming  from 
these  hst  places,  they  pay  S2  per  ton,  by  our  act  of  March 
3d,  1817.  I  say  nothing  now  as  to  the  laws  about  the  Col- 
onial intercourse  with  the  British  West  Indies.  French 
vessels,  by  the  Convention  of  Juiw  a-ith,  ISA  end  by 
our  act  of  March  3d,  1823,  pay  only  $1  dulv,  per  ton,  on 
the  ship,  and  $3  75  per  ton,  on  the  carpo,  diminiahinif 
one-fourth  aniiusHy,  alter  Septemlier,  18j4.  Swedish  vc?. 
sels,  by  the  Convention  of  are  placed  on  the  terms 

oFthe  act  uf  Hwrch,  1815,  so  thut  tlie  discri.ninaling  du- 
ties now  exist,  as  to  England  and  France,  only  lotiie  ex- 
lent  above  named  :  but  as  to  Sweden,  Denmark,  Nor- 
way,  Russia,  Prussia,  Sardinia,  the  Hanse-towns,  the 
Dukedom  of  Oldenburg  and  Ktiatemala,  they  do  not 
exist  at  all  as  to  their  vessels  niiit  cargoes  when  bring. 
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ing  cargoei  of  their  own  produce  or  growth  ;  nor,  in 
the  most  of  them,  when  cargoeB  not  of  their  produce, 
if  usutlly  firet  shipped  at  their  ports.  But,  with  the 
exceptions  licreaf'tLT  to  be  named,  cliacriminationB  still 
exist  as  to  all  other  nations  ;  and,  as  to  those  places  be 
fore  enumerated,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  discri- 
minations still  exist  on  all  vessels  with  cargoes,  not  of 
their  "  growth  or  produce/*  nor  "  usually  first  shipped" 
at  their  ports. 

The  present  act  proposes  to  do  away  the  whole  of 
these  remaining  discriminations.  It  removes,  whenever 
a  reciprocal  rule  may  prevail,  all  extra  duties  on  ton 
nage,  in  all  cases,  and  all  extra  duties  un  merchandise 
in  all  easel,  whether  the  last  be  tlie  produce  and  manu- 
facture of  the  nation  owning  the  vesBel,  or  usually  first 
shipped  there,  though  not  iicr  ])roduce  and  manu&c- 
ture  :  or  whether  it  be  produce  and  manuftcture,  how- 
ever frequently  re-sliipped  ;  or  coming  from  nations 
however  remote.  What  are  the  reasons  Id  favor  of 
these  important  changea  }  Uo  they  spring  from  sound 
autliorities,  and  are  they  well  supported  by  principle? 
More  than  twenty  year*  ago,  some  of  our  most  sagacious 
and  intelligent  tnercliants  urged  this  policy  upon  this 
country,  and  one  of  them,  nMWt  venerable  for  his  ex 
pcrience  and  public  services,  now  in  my  eye,  attempted 
its  adoption  in  vain. 

After  the  embarrassments  to  our  commerce,  com- 
mencing in  1807,  and  ending  with  Vlie  peace  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1815,   this  policy  was  again  essayed,  in  part, 
by  the  able  negotiator  of  our  Convention  witJi  Sweden 
in  1818.     One  article  in  that  Convention  pr-jvided  for 
the  admission,  without  discriminating  duties,  of  any  West 
India  produce  in  our  vessels,  and  for  an  admission  in 
the  same  manner,  in  their  vessels,  of  any  produce  of  tlie 
Baltic.    But  the  article  waj  rejected  by  the  Senate.  It 
wafl  not  till  1835,  that  tlie  su'bject  was  agniit  i*enewed 
and  recommended  in  the  aimuul  Executive  message  to 
Congress.  Tlie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Cummci-ce 
for  that  year  made  avery  full  report  and  apcccli  in  expla* 
nation  of  the  subject,  and  a  bill  like  the  present  passed 
the  Senate  without  a  division.  Itut  in  the  other  House  an 
amendment  was  attached  to  it,  embracing  the  removal 
of  discriminating  duties  as  to  the  British  (Colonics  i  and 
such  was  the  diversity  of  opinion,  Uien,  uiifoi-tunately,  | 
entertained  on  tlic  Colonial  question,  that  the  bill,  with  < 
that  amendment,  was  never  pushed  through  (;ither ; 
House.    The  same  fate,  fi-om  a  like  cause,  attended  a  . 
separate  bill  in  the  Senate,  the  same  Session;  on  the  ; 
subject  of  that  amendment,   as  all  who  hear  me,  and  ; 
were  tlien  prL-senl,  have  good  cause  to  remembc-r.    'i'his  i 
measure,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  perhaps  the  | 
want  of  lime,  was  not  revived  during  tlie  last  Session.  | 
But  within  the  past  three  years  we  have  ratified  trea 
ties  with  Guatemala,  Denmark,  the  Ilanseatic  Repub- 
lics, and  Sweden,  based  on  the  grounds  of  this  bill ;  and 
the  subject  being  now  re-called  to  the  attention  of  this  \ 
body,  it  remains  for  the  :>enatc  to  decide  whether  the  1 
principles  in  its  favor  are  such  as  to  meet  their  full  ap  ] 
probaliou      Tliosc  principles  embrace  the  great  para- 
mount one  of  all  liberal  Governments,  that  tnule  should 
be  free ;  that  all  shackles  un  commerce  should  be 
stricken  iiff ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  lights  and 
spirit  of  the  present  age,  that  every  thing  in  navigation 
siiould  be  left  to  the  fair  competition  of  industry,  enttr- 
prisc,  and  skill.     That,  in  a  country  which  justly  boasts 
of  the  freedom  and  superiority  of  its  institutions, _  no- 
thing is  to  be  feared  from  a  nvalahip  on  this  subject, 
free  as  air,  and  eitetisive  as  the  widest  range  of  civiliza- 
tion.   Perhaps  the  only  just  limits  to  this  general  prin- 
ciple in  commercial  aliairs,  are  the  necessities,  which 
sometimes  exist,  to  favor  the  multiplication  of  seamen 
and  vessels  for  national  defence ;  er,  by  discrimination, 
to  obtain  a  revenue  for  the  customary  expenaos  of  (io- 


vernment.   These  reasons  justified  the  English  nav^. 

tion  laws  in  1651,  and  our  own  discriminating  duties  in 
1790  ;  but  would  ill  apply  to  our  present  condition  and 
proBp'>ctB. 

As  regards  revenue,  the  discrimination  yields  but  lit- 
tle, since  the  foreign  tonnage  is  now  so  small  ;  and 
that  little  is  far  from  being  wanted  to  meet  the  ordina- 
ry demands  of  the  Treasury.  As  regards  national  de- 
fence, we  have  already  a  navy  second  to  none  of  its 
size;  the  appropriations  for  its  increase  are  liberal,  and 
our  navigation,  inferior  to  only  one  Power  in  the  world, 
can  now  furnish  seamen  to  meet  any  call  whatever,  in 
any  national  emergency.  Again :  we  are  the  carriers 
for  other  nations,  rather  than  the  employers  of  tliem 
to  transport  for  usi  and  instead  of  foreign  vessels  en- 
grossing nearly  half  the  tonnage  in  our  foreign  trade, 
as  in  the  year  1/89,  or  having  100,000  out  of  334^000 
tons,  they  now  constitute  only  about  eight-hundredths 
of  it,  or  something  like  92,000  out  of  1,000,000  tons. 
Again  :  we  are  known  by  experience,  the  surest  test  of 
all  theories,  to  possess  a  skill  and  economy  in  building 
vessels,  a  cheapness  in  fitting  tbem  out,  an  activity  in 
sailing  them,  which,  without  discrimination,  would  give 
us  an  advantage  in  coping  with  any  commercial  Power  in 
e,\istencc.  Persons  of  more  practical  knowledge  tlian 
myself  have,  during  the  lost  ten  years,  become  convinc- 
c(l,  that  such  are  the  accurate  calculations  of  our  mer- 
chants, the  youth  and  agility  of  our  Ecameii,  and  the  in- 
telligence of  our  ship-mastery  that  American  vessels  can, 
on  an  average,  make  three  trips  to  Europe,  while  a  fo- 
reign vessel  is  making  two.  It  must  be  manifest  to  all, 
that  circumstances  like  these,  rather  than  any  discriim- 
nating  duty,  must  always  ^ve  and  maintain  to  us  a  supe- 
riority and  protection,  which  leave  nothing  to  be  feared 
from  the  fullest  competition.  Again  :  the  manufacture 
of  vessels,  so  far  from  needing  the  duty,  is,  in  &ct,  en- 
cumbered by  its  operation.  L«ok  a  moment  at  the  bets. 
Of  all  the  present  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States,  about  nine-tenths  ia  American ;  and 
since  the  last  war,  the  foreign  tonnage  lias  never  exceed- 
ed thirteen  .hundredths,  and  has  sometimes  been  ai  low 
Rs  eight-hundredths.  On  the  supposition  that  discrimi- 
n.tting  duties  existed  every  where  abroad,  as  well  as  here, 
we  have  nine-tenths  of  the  tonnage  in  our  fivetgn  trade 
taxed  to  us  by  those  duties;  while  we  tax  to  others^  in 
return,  only  one-tenth.  Such  is  the  comparative  disad- 
vantage to  American  vessels,  under  this  system,  and  on 
this  hypothesis.  Again:  we  export  annually  fi-oni  si&ty 
to  eighty  millions  of  produce,  which,  without  any  of  tlie 
regulations  since  1815,  pays,  or  is  taxed  abroad  with  a 
discriminating  duty  j  while,  in  1825,  out  of  $96,o40,(J75 
importa,  only  #4,437,563  were  in  foreign  vessels,  and 
taxed  in  return  for  sixty  or  eighty  millions,  with  a  dis- 
criminating duty  of  only  ten  per  centum  on  the  car^. 
In  1826,  out  of  $84,974,477,  the  imporU  iti  foreign  ves- 
sels were  only  $4,196,3^7,  leaving  the  disparity  against 
us  in  the  discriminating  duties  on  the  cargoes  in  about 
the  same  proportion  as  in  1825.  1  know  that  many  of 
our  e3ports  went  to  countries  where  no  discriminating 
iliities  under  the  acts  of  1815  and  1824,  and  under  the 
treaties  made  mnce,  are  imposed  upon  articles  of  our  own 
growth  and  produce ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  many  of  the  imports  here,  out  of  the 
four  millidus  and  a  fraction  in  foreign  vessels,  are  enter- 
ed under  the  same  laws  and  treaties,  without  any  discri- 
minating duties.  I  have  not  time  now  to  furnish  the  Se- 
nate with  tlie  exact  details;  but  it  is  fair  to  presume  the 
ratio  in  both  cases  is  not  very  unlike ;  and  the  compara- 
tive disparity  against  us  about  the  same. 

In  considering  every  view  of  this  Subject,  it  is  proper 
to  reflect,  also,  that  though  the  90,417  tons,  or  abotit 
one-tenUi  of  the'tonnage  in  our  foreign  trade,  in  the  ye»r 
1835,  belonged  mostly  to  England,  Fraiicef  andthc  lliui- 
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seatk  towns,  and  not  a  vetsel  of  it  to  any  other  nation  in 
the  tr»de  between  this  country  and  ,BuB«a,  Prussia,  Tur- 
key, the  Levant,  Austria,  Africa,  the  East  Indies,  China, 
Hayti,  the  Pacific  Ocean  i  nor  in  1825,  to  Mexico  or  Co- 
lombia i  yet  the  diacriminating  duties  in  some  of  those 
countries  might,  and  in  some  instvices  do,  still  exist, 
a^auMt  both  oar  reneb  and  cawoea  where  these  coun- 
tn«  hare  not  entered  into  the  Uberal  prficy  of  1815.  It 
has  been  au^eited,  in  opposition  to  the  extension  still 
further  of  the  policy  of  1815,  to  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
diaie  wbateTcr,  that,  since  the  year  1815,  our  fi)reign  ton- 
nage has  declined,  and  the  decline  might  be  attributed  to 
the  introduction  of  that  poliey.  But  a  moment's  consi- 
deration win  ahow,  that  here,  as  in  many  other  caaea, 
«renta  fbllowing  each  other  in  date,  are  not  connected  aa 
cause  and  effect.  Our  foreign  tonnage  in  the  year  IBI6 
was,  to  be  sure,  1^00,000,  and  is  now,  or  was  in  1835, 
only  about  1^055,446.  But  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that, 
in  181ti^  foreigners  enjoyed  258,0t0  tons,  or  one-fifth  of 
the  whole;  while,  in  1825,  they  enjoyed  only  95,060 
tons,  or  about  on«4enth  of  the  whole.  So  that  the  Ameri- 
can tonnage  m  the  foreign  trade  is  now  in  a  praportion 
nearly  double  to  what  it  was  then.  The  decline,  then, 
n  not  comparative ;  neither  is  it  from  the  removal  of  the 
discriminating  duties ;  but  it  undoubtedly  has  arisen  from 
the  long  peace  in  Europe,  which  naturally  diminishes  our 
exports,  and  from  the  circumstance,  that,  as  the  many 
old  ressels  in  1816  cease  to  be  sea-worthy,  they  have 
been  supplied  by  smaller  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade, 
where  toeir  employment  could  be  more  profitable.  As 
proof  of  this,  the  coasting  trade,  including  all  enrolled 
and  licensed  tonnage,  has  risen,  from  1815  to  1825,  over 
200,000  tons,  w  from  513,833  to  722,323  tons.  Indeed, 
m  ISlGf  it  was  only  571.458  tons,  while  it  now  exceeds 
emsiderably  all  our  lonm^  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade. 

But  we  not  enly  vstA  the  dboimination  removed 
Abroad,  wherever  H  still  eztBts  on  onr  products,  freight- 
ed in  our  own  vessels  i  because  our  proiducts  transported 
sre  much  more  valudvle  in  amount  than  thein  in  their 
vcaaelsf  but  because  ours  being  necessaries  of  life,  and 
»»w  matetials,  will  always  hercmer  be  much  surer  in  de- 
mand than  th«rs,  aa  mere  hixuries      life ;  or  manufac 
Xtmtf  for  which  we,  at  home,  are  able,  generally,  to  fur- 
cub  vttbstitutet.  "A  veiy  direct  tendency  of  the  present 
measure  will,  also,  be  to  relieve  our  present  exports  of 
fure^  products,  amounting,  in  1825.  to  32,590,643  dol- 
lars, and  in  1826,  to  24^539,612  dollars,  from  that  discri- 
nunating  duty,  which  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  act  of  1815,  or  182^  and  which  has  never  been  re- 
Bkored  abroad,  reciprocally,  to  any  great  extent,  except 
by  recent  treaties  with  Central  America,  Denmark,  the 
Hanseatic  Republics,  and  Sweden.    By  those  treaties,  as 
befive  name-1,  every  species  of  discrimination,  whetlier 
on  vessels  or  merchandise  of  any  kind,  is  entirely  abol 
tshed.  These  exports  of  foreign  articles,  if  burthened  with 
only  ten  per  cent,  increased  duty,  equal  to  what  is  now 
imposed  here  in  like  cases,  wooM  expose  us  abroad  to  an 
annual  tax  of  over  2,00(,000  doiiars,  while  the  same  in- 
creased du^  on  the  amount  of  all  kind  of  imports  here, 
in  foreign  vessels,  would  be  only  about  400,000  dollars. 
Should  we,  in  this  country,  extend  the  period  of  draw- 
backs, and  adopt  more  extenuvely  the  warehouse  system, 
as  now  contemplated,  it  will  become  still  more  useful  to 
OS  to  Mmt  the  cargoes  of  our  vessels  to  alt  nations,  with* 
out  encountering,  aa  to  any  part  of  those  cai^oes,  either 
prohibitions  or  discritntnations.    "The  removal  of  every 
unequal  and  odious  distinction  will  promote  harmony  in 
our  foreign  intercourse.    It  will  extend  to  them  the  same 
frvors  we  ask  in  return.   It  will  reciprocate  every  privi- 
lege.    It  win  invite'  free  and  full  interchange  of  surplus 
eommodities  of  every  kind,  and  remove  the  usual  occa- 
sions for  angry  relations  and  expensive  wars.    Where  na- 
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ture,  or  habit,  or  political  foresight,  lias  given  any  advan- 
tages to  one  nation  over  another,  she  will  enjoy  them  while 
deserving  them.  But  none  will  dread  a  monopoly  ;  anil 
exchanges  will  profitably  happen  on  those  Uberal  prin- 
ciples, which  ought  always  to  diating\iisli  an  age  of  free 
and  thorough  inquiry  from  one  of  limited  enterprise  and> 
narrow  views.  The  present  stateof  ouriatereourse  with 
the  British  West  India  Idands  is  a  strong  illuatration  of 
the  folly  of  such  collisions.  I  ahidl  not  travel  out  of  my 
present  path  to  investigate  the  origin  of  those  collinons, 
or  to  fix  censure  either  upon  one  party  or  the  other.  But 
this  much  is  clearly  manifest,  that  while,  by  the  Treaty 
with  Denmark,  of  April  26,  1826,  we  have  a  free  trade 
with  her  Colonies  in  the  West  Indiei^  in  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chancUsc,  except  in  navigation  dhvctly  to  the  mother  coun- 
try ;  and  by  the  Trea^  with  Sweden,  of  July  4,  1827,  a 
atill  freer  trade  with  Saint  Bartholemewat  and  by  a  French 
Ordinance,  of  February  5,  1826,  a  copy  of  which  is  laid 
on  our  tables  this  morniug,  a  trade  to  the  islands  of  Har- 
liniqiie  and  Gaudaloupe,  on  an  equal  footing,  in  many 
valuable  staples  yet,  with  the  islands  belonging  to  Eng- 
land, whose  geographical  position  and  habits  make  an  in- 
tercourse still  more  profitable  to  both  parties,  we  have  in 
being  on  both  sides,  total  prohibitions. 

By  means  of  these  prohibitions,  over  100,000  tons  of 
our  shipping  have  the  last  year  been  diverted  from  their 
acaistomed  channel  of  business ;  while,  on  the  part  o( 
the  British,  only  about  8,-000  tons  have  been  so  diverted, 
and  that  chiefly  to  their  own  ports  in  New  Brunswick  and 
Canada,  further  Northeast.  The  consequence  to  us  has 
been,  that  this  kind  of  shipping,  thotigh  fbrced  abroad 
with  cargoes,  rather  than  to  rot  at  our  wharves,  has  been 
compelled  to  seek  new  markets  or  a  circuitous  voyage  to 
old  ones,  thus  taking  the  produce  with  higher  freights 
and  double  commissions,  and  has  consequently  fallen  in 
value  at  many  American  ports  more  than  twenty  per  cent. 
Without  including  the  depressing  influence  of  this  on  the 
price  of  our  produce,  and  the  prospects  of  its  growers, 
this  may  prove  an  usefiil  leafton  to  all  nations  of  the  im* 
policy  of  an  unprofitable,  if  not  obstinate  adherence  to 
discriminating  duties,  or  of  anjr  tardiness  to  adopt,  when 
offered,  redproc^l  liberality  in  .their  commercial  inter- 
course. 

By  this  bill  we  now  hold  out  the  olive  branch  to  all. 
If  our  terms  are  accepted,  we  may  obtain  most  of  the 
trannportation  now  enjoyed  by  foreigners  in  the  eight  or 
ten  hundredths  of  our  foreign  tonnage  ;  as  they  now  are 
enabled  to  compete  with  us  to  that  extent,  chiefly  by 
the  discrimination  they  enjoy  at  home.  We  may  relieve 
our  own  existing  foreign  tonnage  from  some  onerous 
duties,  now  imposed  in  some  rareign  ports.  We  may 
send  our  own  products  and  manu&ctures,  as  well  as  our 
large  exports  of  foreign  articles,  to  evei-y  region  unin< 
cumbered,  wherever  nature  or  custom  may  render  tltem 
desirable  and  useful.  On  the  other  iiand,  by  this  arrange- 
ment, we  may  enable  foreigners  to  make  greater  sales 
of  their  own  produce  and  manufactures,  to  cheapen  their 
transportation,  to  procure  at  a  lower  price  their  wonted 
supplies,  and  in  these,  and  other  particulars,  to  become 
amply  remunerated  for  every  ind\ilgence  granted  to 
strangers.  But,  whether  accepted  or  not,  by  nations, 
other  than  those  who  already  have  adopted  the  basis 
of  this  bill,  we  shall,  at  all  events,  by  its  passage,  act  in 
conformity  to  the  boasted  principles  of  our  free  Go- 
vernment. We  shall  second  the  tibenl  spirit  of  the 
present  age  ;  and  if  our  advances  are  repulsed  with  an 
unconciliating  temper,  we  shall  still  enjoy  the  satisfhc- 
tion  ot  having  attempted,  on  our  part,  to  dischar^,  with 
all  good  fidelity,  our  duty,  both  to  that  age  so  interest- 
ing as  our  own,  and  to  that  country  of  our  birth  and  af- 
fectians  so  forward,  if  not  foremost,  in  the  improvements 
of  that  age.  1  shall  forbear  to  detain  the  Senate  with 
any  further  detul  on  this  subject,  unless  called  for  by  ob- 
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jectioni  to  the  bill,  or  by  inquiries  fTomi^ndeineii,wh1di 
it  may  be  in  my  power  to  answer. 

Mr.  8ILSBEE  made  a  few  remarks — which  were  not 
heard  by  the  Reporter.  He  was  understood,  however,  as 
agreelnv,  generally,  in  opinion  with  Ur.  WOODBUBY, 
but  differing  in  details. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  MaTyUnd^  had  considered  this  subject 
for  a  long  timci  and  was  a  flrm  adTdcate  of  the  principle 
of  the  bul.  But»  so  clear  a  view  of  the  question  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that, when 
called  on,  as  a  commercial  man,  to  express  hinuelf  on  the 
subject,  he  hardly  knew  what  to  say.  When  this  country 
came  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  discriminating  duties 
were  imposed.  At  that  tithe  Bal^ore  owned  ten  times 
the  number  of  three-masted  vessels  as  New  York,  and 
wu  extensively  engaged  in  (he  coasting  trade.  The  ad- 
vantages derived  ftom  the  passage  of  that  act  were  in- 
stantaneous. The  trade  uf  this  country  was  benefitted, 
and  that  of  Great  Britain  somewhat  prejudiced.  That 
nation  then  contemplated  a  retaliation  upon  us.  They 
waited  until  a  good  opportunity  offered,  and  that  they 
found  at  the  negotiation  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  This  trea^ 
enabled  them  to  retaliate  the  tUscriminating  duty  upon 
us— and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war  wbicli  ensued,  they 
would  have  carried  all  the  trade  from  the  United  States 
to  Great  Britain. 

1  Introduced  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.  in  the  year  1802. 
Our  Eastern  brethren  doubted  t*he  policy  of  the  measure. 
At  an  after  period  such  an  act  passed,  extending,  howe- 
ver, to  bat  a  portion  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  coun- 
tries. What  was  then  the  language  of  our  merchants  > 
They  said  let  us  alone — give  us  a  free  and  open  trarle, 
und  ve  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  I'Vom  that  time  the 
principle  has  gradually  gone  on.  The  advanUges  have 
been  great  to  the  country,  and,  if  this  bill  pass,  they  will 
still  be  eiilunE«<l-  It  relieves  us  from  the  apprehension 
of  retaliatory  measures  on  the  part  of  lbrei|ETi  nations.  A 
Aee  and  o^n  trade  if  the  only  true  American  System- 
It  is  no  new-fimgled  plan  for  the  benefit  of  a  fiivored 
class,  but  is  a  policy  that  has  been  long  acknowledged  as 
good,  and  satisfactorily  tested.  We  ask  no  more  from 
other  nations  t  and,  jf  ■tbey  universally  reciprocate  the 
measure,  we  feel  confident  that  we  can  excel  them  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  .system,  from  the  auneriori^  of 
our  nftvigftt(H«,  and  the  general  enterprise  of  the  country, 
llie  project  in  such  a  case  is  fair  that  we  shall  become 
the  carriers  of  other  nations.  He  would  venture  to  say 
that,  if  this  principle  were  extended  to  the  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean,  this  country  would  have  the  carrying 
trftde  to  a  great  extent.  Holland  treats  us  as  she  has  al- 
ways treated  us,  with  great  liberally.  She  admits  us  into 
the  ports  of  Java.  We  are,  to  a  con^erable  extent,  the 
carriers  for  England,  and  also  for  France,  wnce  the  Con- 
vention. A«d  he  believed  that  every  Power  with  which 
we,trade  will  admit  us  into  their  ports  on  equal  terms,  if 
weihold  out  to  them  indttcements  to  do  so.  Bonaparte 
sawthe  benefit  of  such  a  ^stem  i  and  put  his  finger  on 
it,  when  be  established  hia  Continental  System.  Immenae 
numbers  of  our  vessels  were  now  emplf^ed  in  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  gained,  as  they  were 
entitled  to,  a  liberal  profit.  And  when  tlie  obstructions 
to  the  British  Colonial  Trade  were  removed,  we  should 
be  able  to  go  all  over  the  world.  This  countir  had  set 
the  exampk  of  liberality,  and  it  had  been  followed  by 
many  foreign  Powers  abeady.  A  paper  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  which  showed  that  we  were  admitted  recipro- 
cally with  almost  all  the  articles  which  we  carry  to  Prance* 
She  rejects  nothing  but  our  pork  and  flour,  and,  if  we 
can  hold  out,  during  this  session,  some  amicable  propo- 
ution  to  that  country,  we  may  hope  that  she  will  admit 
uur  flour.  One  good  turn  deserves  another,  and  gene- 
rally  begets  another.  A  different  subject  would  probably 
coinfe  before  the  Senate  in  a  few  days,  in  which  an  op- 


portunity might  be  g^ven  to  conraliate  France.  Would 
It  not  be  good  policy  to  reduce  the  duty  on  Iter  wines, 
an  article  in  which  sue  ti^ea  the  greatest  interest  ?  Mr. 
8.  hoped  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted — and  he 
trusted  that,  if  it  were.  Prance  would  reciprocate  the  act. 
The  condact  of  that  Government  had  been  highly  liberal 
towards  u^  compared  with  diat  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
who  had  refused  to  receive  any  of  our  products,  except 
in  the  Islands  of  Tenerifiie,  Fayal,  ami  a  few  others.  Now, 
as  France  has  shown  a  friendly  spirit,  why  should  we  not 
take  her  by  the  handi  and  fully  reciprocate  this  anucable 
disporition  >  Whatever  might  be  said  of  the  politics  of 
the  Minister  of  Prance,  he  had  certainly  shown  a  fiiendl; 
disposition  towards  us,  even  ^^nst  his  own  interest,  as 
that  part  of  his  administration  had  been  disapproved  by 
the  merchants  of  Bordeaux.  He  had  not  intended  to  say 
so  much  when  he  rose,  and  would  conclude  by  repeating 
his  desire  that  the  bill  should  pass.  .  . 

Hr.  WOODBURY  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  SILSBEE. 

Mr.  POOT  said  he  did  not  apprehend  any  oppontion 
to  the  principles  or  provisions  of  this  bill.  He  fcwd  long 
been  in  favor  of  it,  and  had  advocated  (he  same  principle 
on  former  occasions.  He  believed  that,  whatever  doubts 
might  formerly  have  been  entertained  in  relation  to  the 
policy  of  this  measure,  there  was  but  one  opinion  among 
the  commercial  men  in  this  country,  at  the  present  time, 
viz ;  that  nothing  was  wanted  for  the  commerce  of  this 
country  but  a  free  and  perfect  reciprocity  of  intercourse 
and  trade  ;  tlut  we  did  not  fear  a  ntr  competitim  t  but, 
Hr.  F.  said,  althou^  be  fully  agreed  with  the  Chairmui 
of  the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  present  bill,  he  re. 
gretted  his  allusion  to  the  Colonial  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  understood  the  Chairman  to  state  that  one  hun- 
dred thousand  tons  of  our  dipping  had  been  thrown  out 
of  employ,  by  our  exclusion  from  the  British  Ccdonies. 
'tht  Cnairman  must,  he  thou^t,  be  mistaken  in  ptrintof 
fact.  Altliough  the  direct  trade  to  the  British  Coloniei 
had  been  closed  against  ua,  this  tonnage  was  not  thrown 
out  of  employ,  but  meraly  diverted  into  other  channels  j 
and  for  himself,  Mr.  P.  said,  since  the  treaty  with  Sweden 
bad  been  ratified,  opening  tlte  ports  of  St.  Bartholomews, 
without  any  discriminating  duties  or  charges,  in  addition 
to  tile  opening  of  the  French  ports, ,  as  appeared  by  the 
French  Decree,  this  morning  laid  oii  our  tables,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  even  ask  Great  Britain  to  open  her  West 
India  Colonies  to  our  trade  :  for  he  was  confident  that  the 
direct  trade  with  her  Colonies,  under  the  limitations  and 
restrictions  under  which  they  have  ever  been  open  to  cor 
trade,  has  never  been  as  valuable  as  it  may,  and  wifl  be, 
under  the  present  exclusion  fVom  British  ports,  with  the 
fiwilities  now  afforded  by  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  and 
the  French  Decree  :  for  surely  we  have  the  long  carrjing 
trade  to  the  Islands,  and  are  not  subject  to  the  heavy 
charges  in  the  British  ports  ;  and,  by  the  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  Our  produce  is  not 
chargeable  with  the  duties  and  charges  which  have  al- 
ways been  leined  on  our  vessels  and  cargoes  in  their 
ports,  when  carried,  as  it  will  be,  in  the  vessftis  of  StBar- 
tholomcws,  or  in  British  vessels,  from  the  Swedish  to  the 
British  Islands. 

Mr.  WOODRUBY  said  that  he  had  not  said  this  ton- 
nage was  thrown  out  of  employment,  but  that  it  had  been 
<livcrted  from  its  former  channels. 

Tlie  (Question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the  bill,  and 
was  decided  in  the  aflirmativc,  without  a  division. 

OKOANIZATION  OF  THK  HXLITIA. 

Ttie  special  Ordera  of  the  Day  then  occurred,  and  the 
bill  more  effectually  to  pronde  for  the  organization  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discipline  there- 
of, was  taken  up. 
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Itfr.  CIIANDL£R  explune4  the  obiects  of  the  bill, 
amoi^  which  it  a  prOTiuon  Mithorizin^Uic  duaing  of  the 
UintM  into  two  bodies,  the  one  to  be  composed  of  men 
between  the  wesof  21  uid  38,  to  be  Icnown  as  the  Junior 
Class ;  the  otner  to  be  composed  of  men  between  the 
ages  of  38  utd  15.  A  proviuon  wu  also  made  that, 
wfaenerer  the  Militia  trf  any  State  will  turn  out  for  dis- 
cipline  fow  dayi  in  the  year,  th»  tball  be  supplied  with 
tenta  and  camp-kettles  by  the  United  States.  This,  Mr. 
C.  thaerred,  was  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
encamp  Tar  that  tpKc  of  time,  as  men  were  taught  much 
more  by  beine  diuled  for  four  days  at  one  time,  than  by 
the  same  nun^er  of  days  at  different  periods.  Mr.  C, 
after  barinj;  expluned  the  various  provisions  uf  the 
bS,  iDored  an  amendment,  te  provide  for  any  Uilitia 
oflScer  or  soldier  who  shoiUd  be  wounded  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NOBLE  expressed  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment*  as  threatening  to  establish  a  pennon  sys- 
tem, and  moved,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Monday  next, 
to  be  made  the  order  for  tliat  day. 

Mr.  SMITH,  €t  Md.  aapported  the  bill,  but  saggested 
aome  altentions  in  the  details. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  acquiesced  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  gentleman  from  M«r]iand,  and  observed  that  he 
had  no  wish  to  push  the  measure,  dewring  that  the  aid 
of  tbe  Senators  might  be  given  to  correct  the  bilL  He 
was  willinff  to  agree  to  the  motion  ti>  postpone,  if  gen- 
tlemen dcsue  to  examine  the  bill  farther. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  thouriit  to  postpone  would  place 
Ibe  bill  too  ftr  down  on  the  list  or  special  orders.  lie 
therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHANOLBR  assented  to  the  motion,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  it,  it  was  agreed  to. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

Tbe  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian  College  in 
tbe  iNstiict  of  Colymbia,  being  next  on  the  list  of  special 
ardent  was  t^en  up. 

Mr.  EATON  made  a  few  favorable  remarks  upon  the 

biu. 

Mr.  WtllTB  said,  that  he  had  read  a  statement  of  the 
afiaifs  ot  the  College,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they 
were  veiy  much  deranged.  He  wished  to  be  cerUun, 
when  the  Umted  States  gave  up  its  claim  on  the  Col- 
lege tint  some  other  cre£tom  Miould  not  step  in  and 
ta£e  away  the  property,  with  which  ihey  were  to  go  on 
with  the  institution.  He,  therefore,  asked  of  the  gen> 
denien  who  forqted  tbe  Committee,  information  ai  to 
who  are  the  other,  creditors,  what  the  amounts  due  to 
then^  and  whether  they  were  willing  to  agree  to  the 
oooyifoauae.  He  wished  to  see  what  was  tbe  amount  of 
fimdb  poMcsaed  by  them,  to  meet  the  deiiiands  of  such 
crediton  as  irould  not  give  up  their  claims ;  because,  if 
Jbe  benefit  contemplated  by  this  bill  was  not  likely  to 
operate  upon  the  institution,  it  was  useless  to  give  up 
the  claim  of  the  United  Stafen  upon  it.  All  that  he 
waated  was  to  be  able  to  rote  safely,  and  he  asked  for 
tbe  requiste  tafcmiiation,  which  he  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  EATON  ftud  that  be  could  not  give  the  infonna- 
tioo  asked,  because  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  private  debts  of  tbe  College. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  history 
of  tbe  transaction,  by  which  tlie  College  became  in- 
debted to  the  United  States  at  considerable  length. 
At  fir  as  the  Committee  had  investi^ted  the  affaira  <^ 
the  iostitution,  he  believed  a  tUsposition  was  generally 
cH^l^ed  by  tbe  creditors  to  accept  a  compound,  by 
which  th^  should  receive  75  dollars  in  the  hundred. 
It  was  understood  that  contributions,  in  various  quarters 
of  the  country,  had  been  or  would  be  made,  under  the 
eon^tiao  that  CongrcH  should  be  indoced  to  itlease 


the  College  from  this  demand.  If  this  bifl  was  passed* 
all  the  creditors  would  receive  75  cents  in  the  dollar, 
and  the  institution  be  allowed  to  go  on.  If  it  were  re- 
jected, ti)e  institution  would  be  mined.  The,  Un'ted 
States  could  not  compromise.  It  must  eiUier  innst  up- 
on its  claim  or  give  it  up.  He  asked  whether  it  waa 
better  to  hold  on  ix^on  a  demand,  which  was  in  itself 
worth  nothing,  or  by  its  relinquishment  enable  the  Col- 
lege to  go  on  prosperously  *  He  gave  it  as  his  candid 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  were  passed,  the  institution 
would  receive,  and  by  tiie  next  session  have,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  students,  and  all  this  would  be  effected 
by  giving  up  a  demand,  which  was  not  worth  the  pen 
he  held  in  his  hand.  He  hope<l,  therefore,  the  ImU 
would  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed  that  be  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  that  had  reported  the  bill  He  held  in 
bia  hand  a  statement,  which  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee could  examine,  and  which  gave  a  list  of  the  assets 
of  the  College.  By  this  it  appeared  that  the  only  avail- 
able means  of  the  institution  was  a  certain  quantity  of 
bank  stock.  As  to  the  debts  of  the  institution,  the  par- 
ticulars were  not  known  to  the  committee.  He  remaA- 
ed,  that  Government,  in  obtaining  this  demand  upon  the 
College,  parted  with  no  valuable  connderMioD^they 
'  parted  with  that  whieh  would  liave  never  produced  any 
thing ;  and  by  giving  it  up  they  would  not  be  loser^  If 
this  worthless  demand  were  not  given  up,  the  College 
could  not  go  on. 

-  Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  (Ejected  to  tbe  grattL 
It  was  said  that  there  was  no  value  in  the  demands 
which  were  disposed  of  to  the  Coflege  i  hut  he  was  sure 
that  a  portitfn  of  the  sum  was  secured  to  the  United 
States  by  Thos.  L.  McKenney.  He  was  then  an  officer 
oi  the  Ciovemment,  and  is  so  still,  and  draws  a  salary  of 
1,500  dollars,  which  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
this  sum  of  14,00Q  dullars—so  that  the  Government  was 
safe  for  a  par^  at  least,  of  this  sum.  A  repor^  to  which 
Mr.  S.  referred,  was,  he  observed,  proof  of  this  fact.  It 
stated  that  Mr.  McKenney  was  anxious  to  be  able  to 
draw  his  salary,  and  this  arrangement  was  made,  by 
which  the  debt  was  shifted  upon  the  Columbian  College. 
As  to  the  debt  of  Mr.  Luther  lUce,  of  11,000  dollars,  it 
did  not  appear  how  it  was  contracted.  But,  the  14,009 
dollars  was  secured  by  Thomas  L.  McKennej*,  who  bad  a 
good  salary,  and  did  not  seem  desirous  of  giving  it  up. 
He  tiioiight  tbe  subject  ought  to  be  examined  closely. 
Tbe  debt  of  the  College,  it  appeared,  waa  about  100,000 
dollars— contracted  in  the  four  or  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence— how,  it  would  be  useful  to  know.  It  was  said 
to  be  flourishing — to  have  students — and  it  was  weU 
known  to  be  no  chu^y  school  no  gntoitious  inslitotion, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  how  they  had  contmeted  an 
large  a  debt.  The  demand  also  struck  him  as  an  im- 
proper one,  to  give  up  the  debt ;  for  it  appeared  to  him 
nothing  more  than  equi^  that  the  Uniteci  States  stiould 
share  with  the  other  creditors ^iro  rata.  He  had  another 
insuperable  objection  to  acting  upon  this  subject  It 
was,  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  establish  a  literary  in- 
stitution here.  It  had  been  recommended  by  General 
Washington,  and  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  He 
was  against  "it  ;  for  he  knew  not  where  they  should  find 
constitutional  power  for  its  establishment  He  was 
gainst  it,  because,  if  this  relief  was  granted,  thej^ 
would  next  year  come  up  a  proposition  to  establish  a 
literary  institution  in'thu  city,  and  this  bill  wouU  be  re- 
ferred to  as  a  precedent. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Ky.  did  not  anticipate  that,  at  this 
time  of  day,  the  <}i^tion  of  constitutionality  would  be 
brought  lip.  At  this  late  hour  there  was  no  time  for  itt 
discussion-  If  the  arrangement  made  in  regard  to  the 
14,000  dollars,  was  an  imiHoper  one,  at  least  it  was  di- 
rected by  one  of  tbe  first  men  in  the  Union.   Mr.  Craw- 
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ford  had  made  that  transfer,  and  it  wsi  to  be  supposed  ' 
that,  when  he  did  it,  there  was  a  probability  of  getting 
something.  He  knew  that  Mr.  McKenney  waa  bound  to 
pay  it ;  but  lie  also  knew  that,  if  it  were  pressed  upon 
him,  he  would  be  obliged  to  throw  up  his  situation  ;  for 
lits  salary  was  necessary  for  his  own  support ;  and  in  that 
case  the  (jovernment  would  gun  notliing.  The  char- 
acter  of  Mr.  Crawford  admits  of  no  other  supposition 
than  that  he  believed  he  was  doing  what  was  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  in  making  the  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  CHAHBF.RS  said,  that  the  demands  of  the  United 
States  on  Mr.  McKenney  were  of  a  doubtful  nature,  as 
two  Auditors,  in  settling  his  accounts,  had  disagreed  ;  and 
having  no  other  means  of  subnstence  but  his  sdaty,  the 
demand  was  not  enforced,  and  the  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  College,  so  as  to  allow  him  to  draw  his 
salary.  As  to  tbe  question  wliich  had  been  broached 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  C.  thought 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  it  was  too  late 
in  the  day,  and  too  late  an  hour  in  the  day  to  discuss  the 
coiutitutional  power  of  establishing  a  literaiy  Institution 
in  this  District,  which  was  enticel^  under  tlie  control  of 
Congress.  He  thougbt;  the  prmoiple  tbll^  established 
in  &vor  of  such  a  project,  by  the  opinions  of  many  of 
our  greatest  statesmen. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  was  sorry  to  obstruct  tbe  bill  i 
but  he  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have  more  informa- 
tion, in  order  to  act  pniperh'  upon  the  subject.  He 
was  still  in  the  same  doubt  as  ne  had  previously  express- 
ed, as  to  the  condition  of  the  Institution — and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  this  grant  was  to  be  productive  of  the 
benefits  contemplated  by  it.  It  had  been  said  that  a 
Committee  had  reported  upon  it  last  year.  But  it  was 
well  known  that  the  condition  and  value  of  property  chang- 
ed essentially  in  the  course  of  13  months.  It  was,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of  tlie 
College.  To  procure  the  necessary  information,  he  mov- 
ed that  "the  bill  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  that 
the  committee  ascertain  and  report  the  amount  of  the 
debts  due  by  the  College,  to  whom  they  are  payable,  for 
what  they  were  contracted,  and  when  they  are  payable  i 
Andy  also,  that  the  committee  ascertain  and  report  the 
whole  (Unds  owned  by  said  College,  and  in  what  they 
consistt  and,  whether  there  is  any  arrangement  by  which 
the  United  States  are  to  be  restored  to  their  former  situa- 
tion, should  the  present  debtors  be  released.". 

These  were  tbe  points  on  which  he  wanted  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  the  Senate  mi^t  act  understanding- 
lyupon  the  matter.  Without  this  information  could  be 
afforded  him,  he  was  in  the  dark.  If  it  should  prove, 
that,  by  releasing  the  College  from  the  debt  due  the 
United '  States,  it  would  be  enabled  to  go  on  prosper- 
ously, he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  But,  if  it  should  be 
found,  that,  in  doing  this,  Congress  was  only  providing 
funds  for  the  payment  of  other  creditors,  no  more  mer- 
itorious than  the  United  States,  he  should  be  against  it 
He  thought  no  gentleman  would  be  in  fiivOT  of  giving 
up  this  debt,  if  it  would  be  of  no  service  to  the  Col- 
lege. To  prevent  the  possibility  of  falling  intosueh  an 
error,  he  had  offered  bis  motion. 

Mr,  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  read  a  passage  from 
Mr.  Hice's  statement,  inserted  in  a  report  of  a  former 
year,  in  which  he  says,  that  McKenney  to1<l  him  a  de 
mand  was  held  against  him,  by  which  he  was  prevent 
cd  from  drawing  his  salary,  and  that  be  wislied  to  shift 
the  demand,  to  u  to  be  aUc  to  remove  the  obstrtiction 
to  his  pay.  Therefore,  lud  Mr.  Skitb,  I  say  again,  that 
the  portion  of  the  amount  held  i^inst  McKenney  was, 
in  part,  spciired,  atid  was  not,  conirequenOy,  worthless, 
lie  thought  as  higMy  of  .Mr,  Crawfiird  :ia  anv  man  ;  but 
lie  pinned  his  faith  on  no  man's  sleeve.  There  wus  no 
duubt  of  Ills  high  qualifications  and  iaflex'd>le  virtues ; 


but  he  was  not  in&llible,  and  he  might  err.   He  was  in 
fiivor  of  the  inolion  of  'the  gentleman  fVom  Temtea«e. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  the  de- 
lay which  would  arise  from  'a  recommitment,  was  his 
chief  ground  of  objection  to  the  motion.  As  to  the 
debts  of  the  College,  lie  thought  it  would  be  a  disagree- 
able task  to  take  up  all  the  grocery  bills  that  had  been 
purchased.  Bendca,  it  wouU  arrive  at  no  practical  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  no  man  could  have  any  reason- 
able objection  to  such  an  investigation.  He  bad  no  de- 
sign to  mjure  the  feelings  of  any  one,  and  it  could  not 
be  injurious  to  any  individual  to  have  it  known  that  he 
had  given  credit  to  a  public  institution.  If  the  names  of 
the  creditors  were  disclosed,  the  Senate  would  be  en- 
abled to  decide  whether  they  would  accept  the  compn>> 
mise  to  be  offered,  in  case  the  debt  was  reUnqutahed  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  BEBRIEN  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recommitted. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  motion  was  to  ascertain  how 
those  debts  were  contracted.  If  they  (ninnated  in 
tbe  ordinary  wot,  the  same  valance  would  not  be 
requisite.  But  if'^  it  should  appear  that  those  debts  have 
been  contracted  in  any  other  than  the  ordinary  way, 
and  out  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  public  officer^ 
without  in  any  manner  intending  to  impeach  iheir  con- 
duct, he  thouj^t'tbis  subject  one  of  serious  import. 
The  inquiry  he  thouglit  would  be  f^reater  in  authoriz- 
ing, or  countenanang  these  extra  judidal  contracts,  than 
that  which  could  result  from  the  delay  tX  the  bill.  He 
should  vote  for  its  recommitment . 

The  motion  offered  by  Mr.  WHITE,  was  then  adopt- 
ed,  and  the  bill  was  recomnutted  to  the  Committee  on  th« 
District  of  Columbia. 

Thcbsbat,  FtBBVAni  7,  1828. 
CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILA,DELPHLA. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Bccatur  and  others  was 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  filUng  tlw  6r8t  blank 
in  the  bill  with  one  hundred  tliousand  doUnrs — 

Mr.  HAYNE  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affura)  said,  that,  so  deep  washisconvictionofthe  jusiticc 
of  the  claim  under  consderation,  that  he  coald  not  be- 
lieve it  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  present  a 
clear  statement  of  the  fiictsi  and  to  explain  the  grounds  on 
which  the  committee  bad  proceeded  in  reporting  tbisbilL 
In  doing  this,  sud  Mr.  H.,  I  shall  avail  myself  m  the  rc- 

Eort,  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  Hm 
een  submitted  to  the  Senate  ;  to  which  I  will  add  such 
oliservatioRS  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  the  Senate  ■  full 
view  of  the  whole  subject.  The  claim  which  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  to  aatis^t  is  founded  on  the  recaptnre  and 
destruction  of  the  frigate  FhiUdelphia  in  the  harbor  oT 
I'ripoli,  in  the  year  1804.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary, 
Mr.  Prewdent,  to  go  hack  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
Tripolitan  war.  It  is  well  kuown  that  depredations  on 
our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  demand  of  tri- 
bute, and  the  capture  of  Aineriosn  cUixena,  for  whose  re- 
lease a  ransoro  waa  always  demanded^  sometimes  unount- 
ing  to  $  3,000  a  man,  compelled  the  United  States  at 
length  to  appeal  to  arms  for  the  redress  of  these  griev- 
ances. Aa  soon  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  commenced. 
Commodore  Preble  was  dispatched  with  a  small  squadron 
to  the  Mediterranean  to  prosecute  hostilities;  and  not 
long  after  the  arrival  of  ht»  squadron  on  tbe  Barbaiy  coast, 
tbe  frigate  Philadelphia  ^  44  gutu^  then  Oommuded  by 
CumiTuidnre  Baiiibndge,  was  stran<^  on  rocks,  in  a  situ- 
ation which  rendered  reustance  impossible,  kd  to  her 
capture  by  the  enemy,  and  the  imprisonment  of  bur  offt- 
cera  and  crew,  amounting  to  between  three  aiut  four  hun- 
dred men,  ill  one  of  the  dungeons  of  'I'ripuli.  On  tlie 
flood  tide  the  frigate  was  got  off,  and  being  taken  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  D£BATKS  IN  GONOHKSS. 


350 


Fu.  7»  183B.) 


Capiors  of  the  Philadelphia. 


[3F.NATK. 


the  TnpoUtan  flervicc,  was  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tri- 
pob,  "  within  pirtol  ^ot  of  the  whole  of  the  TripoUtan 
"  ounne,  Biountinip  altogether  upwards  of  100  pieces  of 
"  bcavpr  cattooD,  and  within  the  imntediate  protection  of 
•  fbrnndable  land  batteiiea  coowtrting-  of  115  pieces  of 
-  hea:t7  arUOeiy.*'    It  b  stated  that  "  besides  this  furce, 
"  there  were  encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its 
"  vicinity,  twenty  thousand  troops,  and  tiiat  upwards  of 
"  lOOO  aramen  were  attached  to  the  fleet  in  the  harbor." 
In  this  situation,  sir,  and  while  the  force  of  CoiQTnodore 
Pveble,  originally  cinaU,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philadel- 
l^hia,  M>  much  reduced  as  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  his 
f^Ntmtiona  agunat  the  enemy  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
oea^  Stephen  Decatur,  then  a  very  young  man,  and  a 
Junior  Geutenant  in  the  fleet,  conceired  the  idea  of  enter- 
ing the  iMrbor  of  Tripoli  in  the  night,  with  the  soiall 
schooner  Enterprize,  of  12  guns  and  about  70  men,  which 
be  then  commanded,  and  of  boarding  and  recapturing  the 
fiigate.    That  this  scheme  otiginatnl  with  Dceatuva  aa- 
serted  by  the  committee  in  their  report ;  but,  as  this  fact 
has  been  questioned,  I  shall  proceed  to  establish  it  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  dotibt,  if  the  evidence  before  us 
M  to  be  relied  on.    It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the 
most  gallant  office?*  that  ever  adorned  the  Naval  service 
of  ^  or  any  other  country,  tliat  the  truth  should  be  put 
beyond  all  question ;  ^nd  1  know  that  this  act  of  justice 
lober  lamented  husband  jwUl  be  more  grateftil  to  the 
fccEiyp  of  tiie  petitioner  than  any  pecuniary  grant  you 
could  peanbly  make.    I  will  now  nfer  the  8en;itc  to  the 
rtatements  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  who  served 
•Oder  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  command  of  the 
^rren,  accompanied  Decatur  in  his  expedition  agunst  the 
Inuladrlphia. 

The  evidence  on  thia  subject  will  be  found  at  page  46 
«f  the  Uocumenu  on  the  tables  of  the  Senators. 

Commodore  Stewart,  in  a  letter  dated  December  IStli, 
1836,  addressed  to  Mrs.  DeCatur«  says : 

"  Voa  sUte  that  your  late  husband  has  given  yuu  to  un- 
dentand  that  the  project  of  burning  that  frigate  at  her 
meoriogB,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious  impediment  to 
the  fiiture  operations  of  the  squadron  igainst  Tripoli,  ori- 
gmaled  widi  him.  This  understanding  waa  perfectly  eor> 
rect — it  ifij  orii^nate  with  your  late  husband,  and  he  first 
vohmteered  himself  to  eany  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the 
pcrniaaian  o»*  Commo^pre  Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  fint 
iSacovering  the  frigitte  was  lost  to  the  squadron)  to  effect 
it  with  the  schooner  Knterprise,then  under  his  command. 
The  Commaiider4»-Cbief  thought  it  too  hazardous*to  be 
effected  nt  that  way,  but  promised  your  late  huaband  tiiat 
ffae  object  ahould  be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper  oc- 
casioiv  and  that  he  should  be  the  executive  officer  when 
it  was  done.** 

In  aitMher  letter,  dated  January  5th,iaa7,  Commodore 
Stewt  says: 

"The  Squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Ts^Ie  had  been  de<ained  some  time,  as  they  severally 
svmed  at  Gibr^tar,  (with  the  exception  of  the  frigate 
Pb3>delphia  and  the  schooner  Vixen)  to  counteruct  the 
ImitSe  designs  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,   As  soon  is 
the  Commodore  had  'accomplished  his  objects  in  that 
<Iiiartcr,  he  proceeded  off  Tripoli,  in  the  Constitution,  ac- 
eompanicd  by  the  schooner  Enterprise,  commanded  by 
ywH-  husband.    On  arriving  off  Tripoli,  where  the  Com- 
"KKlore  expected  to  find  the  frigMe  Philadelphia  and  sch. 
V»ca,  blockading  that  port,  he  dtscovercd  that  frigate  at 
moorings  in  the  harbor.    It  was  at  this  time  your  late 
hadnnd  proposed  to  destroy  the  frigate,  with  the  Enter- 
l>nse,  under  his  command — and  at  this  time,  as  I  stated  in 
ny  fbnner  letter  to  you.  Commodore  Preble  assured  your 
IxiriaiKl  that  the  frigate  shouUtbe  destroyed,  anJ  that  he 
^HXiUie  the  executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  hav- 
*a  ftandramely  volunteered  his  cflorts  to  effect  it  with 
i^x&otmcr  BitterpriM.    T  give  you  these  facts  as  I  re- 


ceived them  from  Commodore  Preble  apd  your  husband, 
at  the  time,  as  well  as  from  several  officers  then  on  board 
the  Constitution.  Some  time  afler  this  I  arrived  at  Syra- 
cuse, in  the  Syren  brig,  from  AJgiers,  and  offered  my 
services  for  the  "exi>eaition,  which  were  accepted  by 
Commodore  Preble. 

<'  Some  time  after  this,  when  the  expedition  was  a  sub- 
ject of  conversation  in  the  cabin  of  the  Constitution, 
(which  was  frequently  the  case,  from  the  extreme  urgen- 
cy on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  immediately,  and  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  the  Commodore  to  have  it  ex- 
ecuted at  so  perilous  a  season  of  the  year,  and  his  reluc- 
tance to  put  any  thing  to  hazard  in  a  fnce  orginally  so 
small,  but  then  much  reduced  by  the  fk-igate  and  her 
crew,7  that  letters  were  received  from  Capt.  Bainbridge, 
at  Tripoli,  1  think  by  way  of  BWta,  which  were  partly 
written  in  lemon  juice,  and  which  tbe  Commodore  read 
to  us,  after  rendering  it  legible  before  the  fire.  In  this 
letter  tlie  practicability  of  destroying  ttie  frigate  was 
strongly  urged  by  Captain  Bunbridge,  and  the  mode  be 
pointed  out  was  by  a  surprise.  This  dispatch  fully  con- 
firmed all  our  ideas  and  previous  conversations  on  that 
subject,  decided  the  Commodore  at  once  to  carr^'  it  iulo 
effect — which  was  done  soon  after,  in  a  manner  set  forth 
in  his  reports,  on  that  uibject,  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.*' 

In  support  of  this  statement,  we  have  the  evidence  of 
the  late  Captain  Spence,  and  of  Commodores  Chauncey, 
Ridgely,  Crane,  and  Rodger^.    Capt.  Spence  says-- 

"  The  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  ia  associ- 
ated with  the  name  of  •*  Decatur  only."  and  1  had  always 
supposed  him  to  be  the  projector  of  the  enterprise,  from 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  entrusted  with  its 
execution.  There  could  be  no  other  good  reason  assign- 
ed for  the  preference  given  hrm,  in  the  presence  of  older' 
officers.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  Commodore 
Decatur  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  re-capture  of  the  fri' 
gate  PhiUdelpbia.*' 

Commodore  Chauncey  says  • 

"I  state  that  I  was  not  in  the  Hediterraiiean  wlieii  tlie 
Philadelphia  was  destroyed,  but  I  joined  the  Squodion 
soon  after,  and  it  was  generally  undeiBtood  among  the 
officers  that  the  plan  for  her  destruction  originnieu  with 
Decatur ;  and  that  the  execution  of  it  was,  in  conse- 
cjuence,  entrusted  to  his.management.  1  acted  under  this 
impression  when  1  urged  on  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  the  propriety  of  promoting  the  gallant  Decatur  to 
the  rank  of  Post  CapUm." 

Captain  Kidgely  says : 

"  1  have  a  most  dutlnct  recollection  of  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  preparation  for  bunung  tile  Phila- 
delphia, and  I  have  no  liesitation  in  saying  that  the  whole 
originated  with  Commodore  Decatur— it  was  he  who 
suggested  to  the  late  Commodore  Preble  the  ptnsihility 
of  th<i  enterprise." 

Captain  Crane  says : 

"  Hy  recollections  arc  very  distinct  relative  to  the  re- 
capture of  the  frigate  Phikdelphta.  It  has  always  been 
my  belief  that  Commodore  Deeatur  phinue<l.  as  well  as 
executed  the  enterprise." 

Commodore  Itodgerssays ; 

'*!  had  alnays  supposed  the  plan  by  which  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  destroyed  was  projected  by  Commodore 

Decatur." 

In  claiming  for  Decatur  the  merit  of  suggesting  the 
daring  scheme  which  he  afterwards  so  nobly  carried  into 

effect,  it  is  not  my  intention  in  the  smallest  degree  to  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  Commodore  Preble,  who  incurre<[ 
the  heavy  responsibility  of  sanctioning  tiie  enterprise. 
The  Commander  of  the  Squadron,  in  determining  to 
commit  to  Decatur  the  conduct  of  Uie  cxjicdition,  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  extreme  hazard  of  the  undertaking, 
lie  well  knew  tliat  its  success  would  entirely  depend  un 
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the  celerifyt  Becreqr,  and  gfalUntrjr  of  its  execution  \  utd, 
conceirtng'  that  any  attempt  to  bnn^  out  the  frigate  must 
be  attended  with  extraordinary  hasard  to  the  captorsand 
pntaibly  expOM  the  veawl  to  the  risk  of  being  K^captur- 
ed— and  believinr  that  the  deatnictiim  of  the  Pbiladcl- 
phia  would  sufficiently  restore  the  bahuiee  of  power  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  hU  operationa  against  Tnpoli  suc- 
cessfully— and  being,  perhapc,  moreover,  of  oi»nion  that 
the  destruction  of  the  fngate,  under  the  vety  eyes  the 
Turks,  was  catciilated  to  make  a  deeper  and  more  last- 
ing impression  on  their  forces,  even  tlun  her  re-capture, 
he  resolved  that  she  should  be  destroyed  t  and,  there- 
fore, issued  peremptory  orders  "  that,  in  case  of  success 
**  Decatur  ^ould  oe  sure  to  set  fire  to  the  guo-room, 
''births,  cock-pit,  atore-rooni  forward,  births  on  the 
*•  birth-deck,"  and  then;  after  "  blowing  out  her  bot- 
torn,"  to  abandon  her.  ■  In  looking  at  these  orders  of 
Commodore  Preble,  1  have  been  forcibly  struck  with 
their  remarkable  tone.  In  every  part  of  them  he  uses  a 
langui^e  which  one  here  might  be  supposed  to  use  to 
another,  by  whom  all  dangers  and  difficulties  were  to  be 
trampled  on  as  nothing.  With  the  utmost  precision,  he 
instructs'Decatur  to  -procee'l  to  the  harbor  of  I'ripoli,  to 
enter U. in  the  night,  to  board  the  *< Pbiladelphia,"  to 
carry  every  tiling  by  the  sword,  and,  having  caused  her 
entire  destruction,  to  return  and  report  tohim  !  As  if 
the  execution  of  such  an  order,  by  a  Lieutenant  and  se- 
venty men,  in  a  small  ketch,  under  the  fire  of  several 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  was  a  matter  of  couwe  !  The 
real  state  of  the  Commodore's  feelings,  however,  keep 
out  in  tlie  conclusion,  when,  in  spite  of  his  tone  of  confi- 
dence, he  commends  the  little  band  to  the  protection  of 
Heaven,  and  "  May  God  prosper  you  in  the  enterprise  !" 

But,  to  return  to  the  expedition.  Decatur  sailed  from 
Syracuse,  where  tlie  American  Squadron  then  lay,  on  the 
3d  of  Febniary,  in  a  small  ketch,  of  uxty  tons,  called  the 
Intrepid,  with  about  seventy  officers  and  men,  all  volun- 
;teers,  accompanied  by  the  schooner  Syren,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  (now  Commodore)  Stewart,  to  whom  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  supporting  him  with  the  boats  of  the 
Syren,  and  covering  bis  retreat.  After  several  days  of 
very  tempestuous  weather,  he  arrived  off  the  Harbor  of 
Tripoli,  and,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  proceeded  into  the 
liartKn*,  ran  up  alongnde  of  the  Philadelphia,  (moored  as 
1  have  described)  boarded,  and  carried  her,  after  a  short 
but  severe  conflict,  on  the  decks  of  the  frigate,  in  which 
upwards  of  twenty  Turks  were  killed  on  the  ajjot,  and 
the  rest  driven  below  or  overboard.  At  this  critical  pe- 
riod. Lieutenant  Decatur  found  himself  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  Ilia  prize — not  a  gun  had  been  fired— the  alarm 
bail  not  yet  been  spread,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Pilot  who  conducted  the  expetlition,  at  well  at  of  several 
Naval  Officer*,  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and 
(the  Committee  have  been  assured)  of  Decxtur  himself, 
that  the  vessel  might  have  been  bronght  out  of  the  harbor 
in  safety  ;  and,  if  that  had  been  accomplished,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Intrepid  would,  by  the  laws  of  the 
land,  have  been  entitled  to  the  f^ill  value  of  the  frigate, 
ccruinly  equal  to  t^o  or  tliree  hundred  thousand  dollars 
But  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  Commanding  Officer 
prevented  the  attempt )  and  having  driiherately  set  fire 
to  the  vessel,  in  the  very  manner  pointed  out  in  his  or- 
ders, and,  having  remained  on  boani  until  the  flames 
"  burst  out  of  the  port-holes,  and  had  reached  the  rig- 
ging and  the  tops,"  he  finally  abamluned  her,  bringing 
off  the  whole  of  his  crew,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
batteries  and  the  sliipping,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 

I""*  ■  . .  .  « 

To  attempt,  Mr.  President,  an  eulogy  of  an  exploit 

like  this,  would  be  a  vain  and  fruitless  effort.  1  must 
borrow  the  language  of  others.  A  gallant  Officer,  now 
no  more,  assures  us  that  it  acquired  fbr  Decatur  the  me- 
ritorious ttppeUalioii  of  "  the  terror  of  the  Gx."   In  the 


language  of  your  CommiUee.  it  was  an  achievement,  the 
*'  gallantry  of  which  has  very  seldom  been  equalled,  and 
"  never  surpassed,  in  the  Naval  History  of  the  world." 
And,  in  the  official  dcspaches  of  Commodore  Preble,  it  is 
declared  that  "  iu  mmit  can  hardly  be  sufficiently  estima- 
■*  ted— it  is  above  all  praise."  To  thu.  Sir,  there  is  no< 
thing  to  be  added. 

But,  Sir,  I  OHUt  be  permitted  to  dwell,  fen-  a  moment, 
on  the  consequences  of  this  victwy,  and  the  benefits 
which  the  country  has  derived  from  it.  The  Tripohtan 
war  of  1804  has  always  been  considered  as  having  con- 
tributed Urgely  in  layingtbe  foundation  of  the  naval  glory 
of  this  country.  It  kindled  that, spirit  among  our  young 
naval  men,  which  has,  on  every  occasion,  biased  fi^th 
with  so  much  lustre.  It  elevated  the  American  Naval 
character  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  Nations,  and  inspired 
among  our  officers  that  confidence  in  theinselves^  wnich, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  (when  it  was  fear- 
ed that  our  sliips  would,  in  a  few  months,  be  abaolutely 
swept  from  the  ocean,}  enabled  them  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  equal  6|^t,  and  to  achieve  ao  many  proud  victwiet  on 
the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  From  that  dark  hour  when  De- 
catun'in  a  small  ketch,  with  sixty  mei^  ilkinuned  the 
Castle  ot  I'ripoli  with  the  blaze  of'^ the  Philadelphia,  the 
whole  career  of  our  Navy  (with  but  a  single  exception) 
has  been  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  and  brilliant 
achievements.  Its  path  has  been  a  flood  of  glory.  But 
it  ia  in  the  effecta  of  the  dcatruclioo  of  the  Philadelphia, 
upon  the  Turks,  that  1  would  at  this  time  more  especially 
insist  upon.  It  is  emphatically  stated  by  the  Comnuttee« 
and  no  doubt  justly,  that  it  is  to  the  .profound  impreaaioii 
produced  by  this  and  other  explmta  in  the  Tnpcditan 
war,  (especially  the  affair  of  the  gim4>oat,  in  which  De- 
catur was  a^n  so  proudly  distinguished,)  that  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  is  mdebtc4  fbr  a  gncater  exemp- 
tion from  depredations,  on  the  part  of  Tni^idi  cruisers, 
than  has  been  experienced  by  any  oth«*  nation,  and  that 
when  difficulties  hare  occurred,  they  have  been  adjusted 
with  unexampled  celerity,  and  at  an  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure  altogether  insignificant,  compared  with  that 
to  which,  under  similar  circumstances,  the  greatest  man* 
time  Powers  of  Europe  have  been  subjected.  In  illoa. 
tration  of  the  truth  of  this  ^pontion,  and  to  ahow  bow 
largely  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  contributed  to 
produce  these  results,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  one  or  two 
fiicts.  It  is  suted  by  Dr.  Ridf^ey,  finnerly  Suigcon  of 
the  Philadelphia,  in  a  documenl,  on  the  table  of  every  Be- 
natoi)  that 

**  He  has  a  distinct  and  indelible  impression  of  the  lead- 
ing events  of  his  imprisonment.  I'he  Pacha  and  hi«  Court 
did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  exultation  on  the  capture 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  jubilee  in  Tnpofi. 
So  extravagant  were  his  calculations,  that  he.  would  not 
listen  to  an^  proposal  of  peace  and  ransom  for  a  leasaum 
than  one  million  of  dollars.  In  this  condition  (rf*  afBurs, 
it  would  have  been  impolitic  to  have  opened  a  negotia- 
tion. It  would  have  been  regarded  as  an  evidence  of  fear 
and  imbeeili^.  This  tone  of  confidence  and  triumph 
continued,  until  the  daring  enterprike,  led  on  by  y«>or 
gallant  and  lamented  husbuid,  illuminated  his  caatk  with 
uie  blaze  of  his  trophy.  The  sensation  produced  by  the 
achievement  was  indescribable— consternation  and  dismay 
were  depicted  on  every  ftce.  But  the  best  evidence  df 
its  impression  was  the  frequent  conferences  of  the  Pacba 
with  the  Consul  his  undisguised  desire  to  make  pcaoe, 
and  his  proposition  to  that  effect,  on  tenns  much  more 
moderate — I  think  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
terror  inspired  by  the  re-capture  and  conflagration,  (in- 
creaaed  by  the  attack  of  the  gun-boats,  on  the  third  of 
August,  1804,)  was  felt  during  the  war,  and  its  influence 
was  acknowledged  when  the  treaty  of  pact  was  signed." 

Such  were  the  immediate  effects  of  this  exploit.  But 
they  ceascd  not  with  the  war— we  no  longer  pay  tribute. 
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Our  aeimen  and  oar  riiipa  in  the  Me^emnesn  hare,  for 
tqnranbof  twenty  years,  enjoyed  as  much  freedom  among 
the  licensedpirates"  of  the  Mediterranean  as  on  our 
own  coasts.  Until  Ae  war  with  Great  Britain,  I -believe 
no  depredations  on  our  commerce,  of  any  consequence, 
had  been  eominitted  by  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers.  Be- 
mg  thitt  led  to  believe  that  our  slups  would  necessarily 
be  amiibibted  in  that  contest^  our  tights  were  violated  1^ 
Algiers,  TripoB,  and  Ttanis.  The  moment  peace  was 
made  with  England, ourGovemmeiit determined  prompt- 
\j  to  redreaa  these  wrongn,  and  Decatur  was  dispatched 
for  that  purpose,  with  three  frigates,  one  sloop,  one  brig, 
and  Aree  aehooners.  His  was  but  the  van  of  a  larger 
aqoadron  destined  for  that  service.  But,  rir,  his  name 
■wne  accompliahed  the  object  at  once,  almost  without 
coat,  and  withoot  bloodshed.  Sir,  it  is  almost  incredi- 
ble, it  is  a  Act,  unnsialleled  in  the  annals  of  warfare, 
that  in  fifty  days  iRer  the  sqvadron  suled  from  Sandy 
Hook,  a  trea^  was  signed  between  Algiers  and  the  Unit- 
ed States,  wUch  included  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  In  that  short  space  of  time,  Deca- 
tur **  had  cruised  in  the  Mediterranean,  fbug^t  and  cap- 
**  tared  a  Turkish  fMgate  and  some  smaller  vessels,  killed 
■*  the  Algerine  Admmil,  sailed  into  the  harbor  of  Algiers, 
**  and  ratified  a  treaW  at  the  cannon's  mouth."  From 
Algiers  he  proceeded  to  Tunis,  and  insisted  on  and  in- 
stantly obtained  payment  for  American  property  (to  the 
value  of  near  50,000  dollars)  which  had  been  cut  out 
of  th»t  harbor  by  the  British.  From  Tunis  be  passed  on 
to  Tript^  and  tliere  effected  a  settlement  of  all  our  dif- 
fereoee^  with  the  same  eeleri^  and  ease.  To  show  that 
io  the  extraordinary  success  which  attended  these  opera- 
tions, Decatur  was  aided  by  the  impression  of  his  own 
great  name  and  his  former  expltuti^  I  will  read  a  few  lines 
from  the  statement  of  a  genUenan,  then  Americah  Con- 
sul at  Tuni%  who  tells  us  "  he  was  on  the  spot  at  the 
*'  tine,  and  pererived  the  eifoct  of  that  influence."  He 
tboB  ^acribes  the  interview  between  Uie  Bey  and  the 
mesaeagerof  the  Commodore.  "Tell your  Admiral  to 
**  come  ashore  and  see  me,"  siud  the  Bey.  "  He  de- 
*'  dines  conung,  your  highness^  until  these  disputes  are 
"settled,  whi^  are  best  done  on  board  ship."  **But 
•*  this  is  not  treating  me  with  becoming  dignity  ;  Hamuda 
**  PBcha,  of  bleoed  menunv,  eoramanded  them  to  knd 
*■  and  wtf  t  at  the  palace  until  he  pleated  to  receive  them." 

Very  tik^,  ywir  highness,  but  that  was  twen^  years 
"  ago.'*  **  iHus  Adnural  is  the  sane  one  who,  in  the 
"war  with  Sadi  Tusef,  of  Trablis,  burnt  the  frigate." 
•*  The  same."  "  Hum  !  why  do  they  send  wild  young 
**  men  to  XnaX  for  peace  with  old  Powers  f  then  you 
**  Americans  don't  qieak  tr^th  i  you  went  to  war  with 
■*  England,  anation  with  a  great  fleet,  and  said  vou  took 
"  their  fK^tes  in  equal  fight  i  an  honest  people  always 
'*  speak  truth."  *•  Well,  sir,  and  that  was  tnie.  Do  you 
**  see  Uiat  taU  ship  in  the  bay,  with  a  blue  flag,  (the 
"Goerrier?)  that  was  taken,  from  the  British;  that  one 
■*  near  the  small  island,  (tbe  Macedonian,)  was  idso  cap- 
**  tared  on  equal  tenAa ;  that  sloop  near  Cape  Carthage, 
**  (the  Pewock,)  «ni  abo  taken  in  battle."  llie  Bay 
"  bud  down  his  telescope,  reposed  on  his  cushions,  and 
"  with  a  small  tortoise.«heU  comb  set  with  dbonnds, 
"  combed  his  beanL 

"  A  small  vessel  got  undef  weigh,  and  came  near  the 
**  batteries  i  a  pinnace  with  a  few  men  rowed  about  the 
**  bariMtr,  and  me  person,  dressed  in  the  garb  of  m  sailor, 
**  waa  tdiinir  soundiaga — it  was  Decatur.  '*  Tell  Ac  Ad- 
"  miial  to  iMid,"  said  Uie  Bey,  and  all  diall  be  setded 
"  to  his  satia&ction,"  which  was  done. 

The  rapidity  and  success  with  which  Decatur  brought 
to  a  conclusion  our  differences  with  three  of  the  Barbary 
States,  forms  a  atrikii^  contrast  with  the  difQculties  ex- 
perienced ahmwt  iramediatefy  afterwards  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  Holland,  and  more  recently  by  Prance,  in  set- 


tling thdr  ^spates  with  one  of  them.   Not  many  months 

after  Decatarhad  concluded  his  treaty  with  Tripoli,  Lord 
Bxmouth,  in  command  of  the  combined  British  and  Dutch 
fleets,  endeavored  to  accomi^ish  the  same  thing,  and 
what  was  the  result^  With  a  force  consisting  of  five  ships 
of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  and  a  great  munbor  of  amallof 
vessels,  he  was  hardly  able,  after  a  most  bloody  battle 
(in  which  he  lost  150 men  killed,  snd  hadrOO  wounded,) 
to  extort  a  peace,  on  terms  less  advanta«eous  than  those 
which  Decatur  had  obtained  in  afow  nours,  **inthout 
the  sacrifice  of  a  single  lift,  oc  the  loss  of  a  spar  or  a 
rope."  And  even  now,  while  I  am  speaking,  a  power, 
fill  French  fieet,  which  has  been  engaged  for  months  tn 
vain  attempts  to  extort  peace  from  uie  same  nation,  has 
notlung  to  boast  but  a  ring^  drawn  battle.  It  has  been 
remarked,  nr,  by  one  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens, 
"  that  the  greatest  statesmen  of  the  last  war  were  the 
heroes  of  our  army  and  navy,"  and  I  think  I  may  add 
that  they  have  proved  themselrci^  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion, our  ablest  negeciators. 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  this  topic,  I  will  come  di- 
rectly to  Uie  inquiry,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  pe- 
cuniary reward  is  now  due  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadel- 
phia *  On  this  branch  of  the  subject,  nr,  I  adopt  as  my 
own  the  views  of  the  Comnattee.  At  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  Phihtdelphia  the  navy  was  young,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  of  many,  even  of  uur  wisest  statesmen, 
that  it  was  not  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
strengthen  this  arm  of  the  national  defence.  The  sys- 
tem which  has  since  been  introduced,  and  which  seems 
now  to  tmite  all  suffrages  in  its  Ikvor,  had  not  yet  been  es> 
tablislied,  and  appropriate  rewards  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices bad  not  been  provided.  Congress,  therefoK>» 
though  spprcciating  very  highly  the  valor  and  good  con- 
duct of  Decalur  and  his  galhnt  associates,  contented 
themselves  with  bestowing  mere  honorary  rewards,  un- 
less it  can  be  oonodered  as  an  exception  to  the  teroarl^ 
that  they  voted  two  months'  pay  to  the  officers  and  men  i 
which,  it  is  understood,  the  former  unanimously  declined 
to  receive.  When,  at  a  later  period,  however,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  came  to  feel  and  acknowledge 

the  inmorUnce  of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence  when 

our  officers  and  men  were  every  day  covering  themselves 
and  their  cotintry  ^th  gloty,  a  better  and  more  liberal 
spnit  sprung  up,  and  was  cherished,  towards  this  long 
ne^ected  department  of  the  public  •erviee.  Prior  to  the 
capture  of  the  tJuerriere  by  the  Constitution.we  believe, 
no  cose  had  occurred  in  which  a  pecuniary  reward,  for  a 
naval  victory,  had  been  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 
A  share  in  the  thing  captured  wai  all  that  the  bws  or 
usages  of  the  country  allowed  :  and,  if  that  perished  iii 

the  conflict,  the  victors  went  without  their  reward  

When,  however,  the  navy  had  fought  itself  into  favor, 
and  our  naval  heroes  came  to  be  regarded  with  the  grati- 
tude and  affection  which  could  no  longer  be  witliheld, 
tlie  rule  was  adopted  of  paying,  out  of  the  public  purse, 
for  ves^ls  destroyed  in  battle  t  and  the  principle  ia  now 
settled,  from  the  Uniform  practice  of  the  Goveniment,  for 
fiaarteen  years,  that  a  reasonable  compensation  is  to  be 
allowed  for  vessels  sunk  in  battle,  or  necessarily  destroy- 
ed in  consequence  of  injuries  received  in  the  conflict. 
Conceiving,  therefore,  tliat  It  is  the  established  policy  and 
settled  practice  of  the  Government, to  allow  compensation 
in  all  such  cases,  though  they  do  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  priK  acts,  the  question  now  presents  itself, 
whether  the  same  liberal  principle  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  case  of  the  Phihtdelphia,  and  whether  com. 
pensation  is  not  as  justfy  due  to  the  eapt<m  of  that  vessel 
as  to  the  captors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  or  of  the 
gun  boat  destroyed  on  Ijike  Ontario  ?  On  this  pwnt,  the 
Committee  were  clearly  and  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
both  justice  snd  poHcy  concur  in  support  of  the  clkim. 
Where  all  the  bets  are  notorious,  and  the  merit  of  the 
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cUimanti  is  confessedly  of  the  li'ig-hest  order,  the  Govern- 
ment ouf^t  not  to  avail  itself  of  the  mere  lapse  of  time  ; 
nor  can  I  conceive  any  sound  reason  why  a  rule,  founded 
on  justice  and  enlarged  principles  of  public  policy,  should 
not  be  extended  to  thoK  who  havr  achieved  sigiuJ  vic- 
toricfff  before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  I  come  to  the 
coneluBon,  therefore,  with  great  confidence,  and  I 
know  the  Senate  will  concur  with  mr,  that  a  reaftona. 
hie  coni6enBati(»i  ought  now  to  be  granted  to  tlie  cap- 
tors of  the  Plitladelphia. 

t  proceed  next  to  conntj^r  the  amount  which  ought  to 
begnutted.    On  tlus  point  I  propose  to  look  to  pre- 
ce^nts,  all  of  which  are  collected  and  annexed  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee.    On  examining  these,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  amount  granted  by  Congress,  for  vessels 
burnt,  or  destroyed  in  battle,  varied  from  one-fourth  to 
the  full  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed,    tn  the  cases  of 
the  Java  and  GuerTiere,about  one-fourth  was  allowed,but 
in  the  case  of  the  Itriti^  sloop  of  war  Hermes,  destroyed 
in  the  attack  on  fort  Bowser,  her  full  value  was  paid  to  the 
garrison.  WiUiout  examming  all  of  the  precedents,  there 
IB  one  to  which  I  will  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
Senate.    Duringthe  operations  on  Lake  Obtario,  carried 
on  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  a  British  gun  boat,  called 
the  Black  Snake,  was  destroyed  by  two  barges,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Gregory.  For  thia  exploit  no  reward  was 
ever  claimed  by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  years  afterwards,  one  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
that  ankir,  came  here  and  presented  a  claim  to  Congress. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  a  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Massachusetts  (no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House)  was  chairman,  and  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member.  The  subject  was  fully  investigat- 
ed ,  all  the  precedents  examined,  and  a. bill  reported 
providing  for  the  payment  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  certified  by  Commodore  Chauncey  to  be  the 
full  value  of  the  gunboat,  to  Lieutenant  Gregory  and  hia 
parly.    Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  if  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  found  itself  constrained, 
by  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country,  to  grant 
to  the  captors  of  the  G^erriere  and  the  Java  only  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  destroyed— after  the 
eoncliHBon  of  peace,  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  of  the 
country  and  of  the  treasui^,  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
grant  the  full  value.    Viewing  the  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings i  taking  into  consideration  the  extraordinary  merit 
of  tlie  achievement ;  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in 
granting  compensation  (  and  the  small  number  of  per> 
sons  enga^d  in  the  enterprise  t  it  has  seemed  to  the 
committee  that  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  a 
reasonable  sum  to  be  now  granted  to  the  captors  of  the 
Philiidelphia.  The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered 
is,  the  proper  distribution  of  that  amount.     On  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  the  comtniltec  have  experienced 
some  embarrassment.   The  case  does  not,  in  tliis  respect, 
come  within  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  prize  act. 
That  act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  tlut  proceeds  of 
vessels  captured  and  condemned.    Where  vessels  have 
been  destroyed,  ttie  captors  can  only  be  compensated  by 
virtue  of  special  acts  of  Congress,  and  under  such  pro- 
visions as  may  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  each  particular  case.   The  mode  of  distribution  pre- 
scribed by  the  prijte  act,  is  most  obviously  applicable  only 
to*  full  crew.    In  regulating  the  proportions  of  prize 
money  which  the  captain,  a  midshipman,  and  a  common 
sailor  should  receive  in  a  frigate  of  44  guns,  it  is  manifest 
that  tlie  calculation  must  be  founded  on  the  idea,  that 
there  would  be  a  certain  number  of  midshipmen,  as  well 
as  of  sailors,  on  board  of  such  a  ship  :  for,  otherwise,  if 
there  were  but  one  midshipman,  for  inMance,  he  might 
receive  more  Ouin  his  commander.   From  this  view  of 
the  subject,  it  is  clear  that  a  rule  of  distribution  properly 
applicable  to  a  full  crew,  cannot  be  justly  appfied  to  a 


skeleton  crew— filling  up  none  of  the  classes  arranged  in 
the  prize  acts.  The  captuie  of  a  frigate  of  the  largest 
class,  by  a  lieutenant  and  70  men,  in  a  small  ketch,  is  so 
out  of  the  usual  course,  and  so  contrary  to  all  reasonable 
calculation,  that  the  very  existence  of  such  an  extraordi- 
nary case  seems  to  produce  the  necesnty  of  providing  a 
new  rule  for  the  case  itself  j  and,  in  the  present  instance, 
this  can  be  the  more  readily  done,  ns  the  propose<)  grant 
is  not  founded  on  the  law,  but,  resting  entirely  on  the  H- 
berality,  may  be  regulated  by  the  sound  discretion,  of 
Congros.  After  looking  carefully  into  the  subject,  and 
consulting  experienced  naval  officer^  the  committee 
could  not  discover  any  more  equitable  rule^distributioa 
than  that  recommended  by  the  Navy  Commissioners,  viz: 
that,  after  reserving  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
squadron  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  sum,  the  residue  be 
divided  among  the  officers  and  men  in  the  same  relative 
proportions  which  each  vould  receive  if  the  crew  of  tiie 
Intrepid  had  consisted  of  the  same  number  as  that  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the 
Tripolitans. 

Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  sud,  that  the  bill  before  the  Se- 
nate was  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  views  he  bad 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  he  expressed  an  earneat 
hope  that  the  country  would  this  day  pay  in  part  that  debt 
of  ^titude  BO  justly  due  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, and  whicti  had  remained  so  long,  not  only  unsaUs* 
fied,  but  almost  unacknowledged. 

Hr.  BOBBINS  rose  and  said,  the  claim  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harixw 
of  Tripoli,  so  far  as  it  is  a  claim  upon  the  justice  and  po- 
licy of  the  countiy,  depends  upon  the  ments  of  the  case  ; 
and  these  i^;ain  upon  its  circumstances  and  its  conse- 
quences :  and  so  &r  as  it  is  a  claim  upon  the  legal  obTin- 
tion  of  the  country,  it  depends  upon  the  5th  section  of  the 
prize  act,  so  called,  passed  the  23d  April,  1800.  I  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  1  consider  the  claim 
upon  both  grounds ;  pledging  myself  not  to  trespass  upon 
that  indulgence  further  than  is  nccessBty  for  a  brief  expo- 
sition of  botli. 

It  will  be  recollected  tliat  the  United  States*  frigate 
Philadelphia,  some  time,  I  think,  in  1803,  unfiwUinat^ 
got  aground  on  the  Barbary  Coaa^  and  in  consequence 
fell  into  the  hands  of  those  barbarians,  then  at  hostiKtics 
with  the  United  States.  She  wa?  got  off  undamaged, 
and  added  to  tlieir  maritime  force,  to  fie  employed  in  their 
piracies  agsiiist  our  commerce  on  those  seas.  The  con- 
mander  of  our,liltie  squadron  on  that  station  deemed  it 
very  important  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States^  as  in 
truth  it  was,  that  these  barbarians  should,  if  posnble.  be 
deprived  of  this  frigate.  But  how  was  this  possible  ^  She 
was  now  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli ;  she  had  a  full 
complement  of  men  kept  on  board  ;  ber  guns  were  all 
mounted  and  ready  loaded  ;  she  was  close  under  the  pro- 
tection of  all  the  guns  of  the  castle  and  the  principal  bat- 
tery t  and  she  was  guarded,  on  different  quarters  oy  ana- 
ed  vessels  kept  ready  for  action. 

A  young  lieutenant  in  that  little  squadron,  then  in  the 
early  prime  of  manhood,  then  unknown  to  fame,  but  no 
longer  to  be  So,  conceived  and  planned  an  enterprise  for 
the  capture  of  this  frigate  ;  and  by  means  too  ef  a  mere 
handful  of  men,  and  a  small  droging  vessel,  called  a 
ketch — when  all  more  ostentatious^  and  seemingly  iwne 
adequate,  because  more  formidable,  means  must  have 
fiuled.  As  he  had  conceived  and  sunreated,  so  he  pre- 
pared and  led  on  in  the  execution  of  this  daring  and 
seemingly  desperate  enterprise  ;  foreseeing  everpr  p^l 
of  the  attempt,  and  forewarned  against  every  penl ;  cal- 
culating means  to  ends,  and  seconding  means  by  reaolo- 
tibn,  and  a  mind  bent  on  its  purpose,  and  adequate  to  hs 
exigency,  he  accomplished  the  object ;  an  object  deemed 
impossible  by  others,  who  measured  its  difliculties  by 
their  own  powers  to  overcome  them  ;  and  poiuble  to  him 
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^^  beeame  he  law  ita  jxnnbility  in  hii  own  great  »nd 
dwui^  mmd. 

Tlw  lieutenant,  this  then  unfledged  n»T«l  hero,  wm 
JW  Deestur— ^emrds,  mnd  thencefbrwud,  w  dirtin- 
pHhed  m  your  naval  historf  i  so  identified  with  the  na- 
val fame  of  bis  countiy,  of  whidi  he  makes  ao  conBpicti- 
QW  a  put :  your  Decatur— now,  alas,  no'inore  !  but  in 
the_  iDoments  of  his  naval  achievements,  and  in  name 
vhieb  can  never  die  ;  a  name  which  tlie  muse  of  bintorj' 
wffl  give  to  fame,  as  one  of  her  elect,  to  live  forever  as 
OM  of  those  pfccioua  few  whom  she  redeems  from  that 
fide  of  obKvion  which  time  U  forever  rolGng  on  to  buty 
beneath  hs  waves  tfie  memory  of  the  past. 

He,  in  the  guise,  and  under  the  disguise  of  a  market 
droger.  made  his  way  to  ^e  side  of  that  frigate,  instantly 
bowded  ber,  laid  twenty  of  her  men  dead  upon  the  deck, 
and  drove  all  the  rest  overboard  t  some^to  escape  in  their 
baaf%  andaome  to  perish  in  the  lea  t  and  was  in  complete 
pfieaiiuo  of  the  uip,  and  mi^t  have  brought  her  off  to 
the  squadron,  but  for  the  peremptory  orders  under  which 
be  acted,  which  were,  to  destroy  her :  yea,  he  might — 
fisr,  aftw  destroying  her,  he  did  escape  in  his  market  dro- 
ger, unhurt,  and  without  the  loss  a  man.  In  pursu- 
ance of  his  mdeis,  he  set  fire  to  her  in  different  parts,  and 
WBted  tiB  the  fire  broke  out  from  all  those  parts,  and  had 
got  tbeuDoontrollable  masteir  tsS  the  ship  ;  by  which  she 
vaa  burnt  down  to  the  mter's  edge,  and  all  of  her  that 
absve  water  was  consnmed  in  the  flames. 
The  nmae  of  this  exploit  resounded  over  Europe  :  it 
was  qmken  of  and  admired  eveiy  Adhere  i  the  hero  who 
pcrfenned  it  was  no  longer  unknown  to  fame ;  he  was 
the  theme  of  conversation  in  eveir  language,  and  the. 
aame  of  Decatur  became  associated  in  the  minds  of  men 
vrth  an  that  is  ebivalroos  in  human  character. 

Tim  exploit,  great  in  itself,  and  per  se  to  the  Uruted 
States,  was  still  much  greater  to  them  in  its  benrfichd 
eomeqaences.  In  the  first  place,  it  impressed  those  bar* 
bznans  with  that  salutary  terror  which,  from  that  moment, 
nude  them  glad  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  without  exacting 
fiooi  as  any  tribate  as  its  price.  It  struck  at  once  from 
■■r  natioaal  condition  that  onerous  and  diq[i«cefid  badge 
to  wUdi  It  had  long  been  subjected.  It  wia  that  saluta- 
xy  terror  whidi  laid  the  foundation  of  that  treaQr,  which 
baa  secvred  that  peace,  and  kept  it  inviotate  to  this  day  i 
and  with  it  ha*  secured  the  safety  of  our  commerce,  koA 
•B  ciuzens,  in  those  seas. 

For  when  that  same  Decatur  afterwards  appeared  upon 
that  eout  in  hostile  array,  and  made  his  own  demands 
wpaa  that  power  as  the  price  ot  peace  to  her  ;  and  pre- 
mahtd  bis  own  period  fbr  a  compliance  with  those  de- 
~  1 1  and  that  the  ^lortest  periad  in  which  that  com* 
e  could  be  perfected  ;  that  power  boved  itself  be- 
tbe  terror  of  that  name  ;  signed  the  treaty  offered  by 
bHB,  and  bterally  as  offered,  without  a  moment's  delay  or 
hesitation  ;  remarking,  that  "  we  roust  comply,  for  there 
**  s»  no  knowing  what  that  man  may  d(^  who,  in  the  night, 
**  could  come  in  a  droger,  and  take  and  destroy  a  fti^te 
**  m  my  harbor,  and  under  the  guns  of  my  castle ;  yes,  we 
**  MSt  comply." 

Here,  too,  was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  navid  &me  of 
oar  ccuntiy :  antecedently  that  &me  did  not  exist.  Here 
waa  kindled  that  spirit  of  pmuhition,  which  caught  from 
breast  to  breast,  and  made  or  found  in  evety  commander 
a  anral  hero,  andiitious  to  emulate,  to  excel,  if  possible, 
evcty  ctHnpethor  in  that  field  of  g^ory.  It  was  the  fitst 
■a  tint  series  of  brilliant  aehievementswhidi  subaequently 
Mkrwed  to  throw  a  gtory  around  our  navy,  and  to  make 
it  the  object  of  our  national  pride  ;  achievement*  numer- 
aos  almost  as  the  stars  of  that  banner  under  which  the 
hatfles  were  fou^t ;  and  so  brilKant  and  so  rapid  in  suc- 
tikat  their  united  lustre  makes  one  halo  of  gk»y, 
wtttdi,  like  the  galaxy  of  the'  stany  heavens,  dims  the 
tinctive  splendor  of  each  ptfticular  star. 

Tai.  IT.— 17 


And  let  not  this  naval  fiime  be  considered  merely  as  a 
gMiand,  ornamental  indeed  to  the  nation,  but  of  no  sub- 
stantial advantage.  It  ts  indeed  the  best  of  alt  our  trea- 
sures  I  more  than  iH  our  works  of  defence  t  more  than  dl 
our  treaties :  tt  guaranties  to  us  and  our  rights  the  re^ct 
of  the  world. 

Such  are  the  merits  of  this  case  ;  and  the  question  put 
to  the  Senate  is.  Shall  these  merits  go,  as  they  hitherto 
have  gone,  unrewarded  ?  If  the  appeal  is  made  only  to 
the  justice  and  policy  of  the  country — is  it  just  that  dts* 
tinguished  national  services  should  not  meet  a  national 
reward  ?  Can  it  be  policy  to  say  to  your  nation^  heroes 
who  perform  those  services — if  the  paths  of  glory,  which 
may  lead  you  to  the  grave,  should  leave  your  families  to 
want,  we  will  not  relieve  them  ?  But  in  my  view  of  this 
case,  that  appeal  is  not  necessary,  for  I  cannot  doubt  the 
legal  obligation  of  the  country  to  satisfy  this  chum.  The 
statutoiy  provision  which  1  referred  to  when  I  b^n,  u 
in  these  words : 

"  The  proceeds  of  all  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods 
taken  on  board  of  them,  whic^  shall  be  adjudged  good 
prize,  shall,  when  of  eqtnl  or  of  superior  wot  to  the  vet* 
set  or  vessek  making  the  capture,  lie  the  sole  property 
of  the  captors."     "         *^  r  -r™  j 

Does  this  provinon  embrace  this  case  ^  As  I  said  be- 
ian,  I  cannot  doubt  it.  I  begin,  however,  my  interpre- 
tation, by  admitting  that  the  case  does  not  come  within 
the  letter  of  the  provision.  For,  the  provinon  speaks 
proceeds,  importing  a  sale  t  this  vessel  was  not  sold  :  it 
qieaks  of  adjudication  as  good  prize  ;  this  vessel  was  not 
condemned.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  «»se  within  the  letter 
of  the  provision.  But  it  is  a  case  of  the  capture  of  a  ves- 
sel of  superior  foroe — vastly  superior--and  tfaereforv 
w  thin  the  intention  of  the  provinon.  The  provinon  in- 
tended to  reward  extraordinaiy  merit  in  the  capture  t  and 
sureljr  it  is  not  material  to  that  merit  that  the  vessel  was 
not  either  sold  or  condemned.  It  would  be  even  ridicu- 
lous to  suppose  that  the  intention  was  to  make  the  reward 
depend  upon  circumstances  not  material  to  the  merit. 
Further  :  the  object  of  the  provision  obviously  was,  to 
sumubte  uur  Navy,  not  to  rash,  but  to  great  undertak- 
ings, sustained  b;^  great  efiwts.  What  then  becomes  of 
the  force  of  tlus  stimulus,  if  you  make  the  reward  depend, 
not  on  the  greatness  of  the  undertaking,  not  on  the  great- 
ness of  the  successful  effort,  but  upon  subsequent  cir- 
cumstances which  may  be  accidental,  and  must  be  imma- 
terial If  you  do  not  entirely  destroy,  do  you  not  very 
much  impair  the  force  of  that  sthnulus  i  For  who  would 
go  upon  the  "  fmiortf  hope,"  the  auceeas  only  possible, 
and  the  failure  certain  death,  if,  after  ruaiungthe  hasardg 
he  may  lose  the  fruits  of  his  succeasfiil  valor  a  quib- 
bling  about  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  opposition  to  its  ob- 
vious intention  and  obvious  object  * 

All  this  would  apply.  If  the  frigate  had  been  destroyed, 
from  the  necesnty  of  the  thing,  and  on  the  judgment  m 
the  captors  i  and  in  that  case  would  be  a  sufficient  ^wod 
fbr  claiming  the  indemnity.  F<u>  this  was  the  only  ground 
in  the  ease  of  the  Guerriere,  and  of  the  Java,  uuf  of  the 
Hermes,  and  of  some  others ;  in  all  which  cases  this 
ground  was  allowed  to  be  sufficient,  and  indemni^  was 
granted  accordingly.  But  here  the  captured  prize  was 
destroyed  by  the  express  orders  oF  the  Government ;  for 
tlie  order  of  their  agent  was  their  order,  and  the  Ctnnmo- 
dore  ot  the  squadron  was  tbeir  agent  t  and  his  order  to 
deslroy  was  peremptory.  How,  Uten,  can  the  Govem< 
ment  allege  that  the  [uixe  was  not  coDdemned,  when 
•they  themseWes  ordered  it  to  be  destroyed,  and  when  it 
was  destroyed  in  obedience  to  that  order  ?  How  can  the 
Government  uige  the  letter  of  the  provision  as  excludii^ 
the  case,  when  its  not  being  included  within  the  letter 
was  owing  to  their  own  act?  Surely  the  Qoveniment  is 
estopped  from  alle|png,  in  wder  to  defiat  a  claim,  that 
that  was  not  done  wUeb  they  tbemsclree  pierented 
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from  being-  done.  And  it  ib  veiy  CTident,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances  before  mentioned,  and  from  other  circum- 
stances, that,  but  (at  the  order,  the  frig»te  might  have 
been  brought  off.  Ilut  whether  she  might  or  might  not, 
that  makes  no  difference  in  this,  so  lone*  as  the  frigate 
was  destroyed  under  that  order,  and  in  mlfiilment  of  that 
wder  1  and  bo  long  m  the  captors  were  restruned  by  that 
order  from  making  the  attempt  to  get  off  wilb  their 
pHze. 

Again.  Tlie  Goremment  have  disposed  of  this  prize 
frigate  as  they  thought  best  for  the  public  interest ;  whe- 
ther  they  jutfeed  well  or  ill  in  this  disposition,  is  not  ma- 
terial to  this  claim — they  did  dispose  of  it.  They  then 
have  this  property,  which  was  the  prop«t^  of  tiie  cap- 
tors, {or  they  have  controlled  its  disposition.  Uow,  then, 
can  Government  refiise  to  pay  for  this  property,  disposed 
of  by  them,  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  but  did  belong 
to  the  captors  ^  Supp(»e  tliis  frigate  captured,  but  not 
destroyed  nor  condemned,  and  the  Government  had  re- 
stored her  on  treaty  en-  on  ransom,  or  to  redeem  our  citi- 
zens from  captivity  or  bondage,  Would  Government 
have  any  pretence  far  saying  the  capture  tUd  not  come 
mthin  the  letter  of  the  proviaion,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
captors  should  not  be  indemnified  for  the  captured  pro- 
perty ?  Surely  Government  would  have  no  pretence  for 
saying  this.  In  principle,  this  case  is  identical  witli  tlioM 
— for  in  both,  the  Government  liave  disposed  of  the  pro- 
I>erty  belonging  to  the  captors  t  and  the  mode  of  dispo- 
ntioD,  as  I  said  before,  is  the  affair  of  Government,  and 
cumot  be  material  to  the  chum  of  Uie  captor*.   The  Al- 

Eerine  fHgate  and  brig,  which  afterwards  were  captured 
y  our  squadron,  were  restored  to  the  Aigerinea,  yet  the 
csptois  were  indemnified  for  the  loss,  and  to  the  amount 
of  the  captured  property. 

I  hold,  tlien,  that  this  is  a  case  within  the  intention  of 
this  statutory  proviaon ;  one  within  the  object  of  this 
provision  ;  aJid  one  in  udiidi  the  Government  have  pre- 
cluded themselves  from  saying  is  not  within  the  letter  of 
the  provision. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  some  inquiries  as  to  how  ^ 
the  rule  to  be  established  by  this  bill  woidd  extend  ^  He 
supposed  many  other  cases  of  tlie  kind  would  be  brought 
forward,  and  he  wished  to  know  to  what  extent  Congress 
would  be  committed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  UAYNE  replied  that  the  committee  who  reported 
this  biUknevofno  other  similar  claim.  Heb^vedthu 
case  stood  alone. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  said,  that,  being  one  of  the  committee 
by  which  the  bill  was  reported,  he  wished  to  explain  why 
he  bad  differed  from  the  chairaian  as  to  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated. He  thought,  by  the  ^nting  #  50,000,  the 
principle  of  the  precedent  upon  which  the  bill  was  founded 
would  be  fiillj^  acted  up  to  \  and  he  thtHtgfat  it  highly  im< 
proper  to  legislate  upon  the  individual  Joerit  of  officers. 
In'bia  o|union,  the  small  number  of  individuals  engaged 
in  the  exploit  ought  to  be  taken  into  ccmsideration,  in  the 
sum  to  be  granted.  He  intimated  that,  should  the  sum 
proposed  be  rejected,  be  would  propose  to  fill'the  blank 
with  950,000. 

Mr.  HARRISON  sud,  that  tlie  small  number  of  the  in- 
dividuals engaged  in  a  pliant  exploit,  would,  witli  liim, 
be  rather  a  cause  for- increasing  than  decreasing  the 
amount  to  be  jnid  to  them.  The  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  giving  prize  money  was  to  encourage  the 
Beunen;  and,  if  a  small  vessel  should  conquer  a  laige 
ship,  their  reward  ou^t  to  be  increased,  because  the  ac- 
tion would  be  more  perilous  and  intrepid.  I'o  reduce 
the  ptoportion  of  prize  money  according  to  the  number 
of  the  captors,  wai^  he  thought,  against  the  principles  of 
the  Gorenunent. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  remaned  that  he  had  grounded  his 
remarks  on  the  jirecedentf  which  had  been  consulted  in 
franung  the  bilL 


Mr.  HATNE  stid,  that  the  difTerenoe  between  the  Se- 
nator from  Vermont  and  the  committee,  was,  that  be  had 
taken  from  the  various  amounts  to  be  found  in  tlte  pre- 
cedents to  which  he  had  alluded^  the  lowest  .sum  men- 
tioned. The  committee  had  not  taken  the  highest,  but 
had  chosen  a  medium.  The.  award  idluded  to.  by  the  gen- 
tleman was  made  during  the  war,  when  the  pressore  of 
the  times  caused  it  to  be  placed  at  alow  rate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  the  gentlenuin  from 
Vermont  would  find,  by  turning  to  the  books,  that,  in 
cases  where  the  disparity  of  the  forces  was  great,  the  ap- 
propriation varied  accoRltngly.  If  tlie  very  lowest  sum 
to  be  found  in  the  precedents  were  to  be  adopted,  the 
interest  since  1804  woukl  make  it  double  tbc  ainoQat< 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  blank  might  be  filled  witli 
the  sum  proposed  by  the  chairroin. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  fiffing  the  blank  with 
%  100.000  ;  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UAYNE  then  moved  to  fin  the  remaining  blanks 
with  the  fullowiiig  sums  : 

For  the  legal  representatives  of  Commodore  Preble, 
^  5.000. 

For  Susan  Decatur,  legal  representative  of  Stephen 
Decatur,  of  the  first  class  of  oflicers,  $31,413. 

For  the  second  class  of  officers,  (James  Lawrence,  Jw 
scph  Bainbridge,  and  Jonathan  Thorn,)  %  12,564. 

For  the  third  class  of  officers,  %  14,958. 

For  the  fourtli  class,  %  12,315. 

For  the  fifth  class,  $  1 1,074. 

And  for  43  seamen,-  %  12,773. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  first  of  these  sums,  but 
was  not  taken— when 

'  Hr.  CHAMBERS  rose,  and  BMld,  that,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  he  would  discharge  a  duty  which  had  de- 
volved upon  him,  by  presenting  a  paper  conlaiiitng  an 
extract  from  the  journal  of  F.  C-  DeKrafil,  a  mid^ipman 
o.n  board  the  Syren,  who  believed  that  the  officers  of  the 
Syren  had  a  claim  to  some  share  of  the  sum  awarded  to 
those  who  took  part  in  this  gallant  achievement.  Mr.  C. 
thought,  as  &r  as  that  paper  was  an  evidence,  the  crew  of 
the  Syren  shared  the  common  danger,  and  were  therefore 
entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  reward. 

[Mr.  C.  here  handed  the  paper  to  the  Clerk,  who  read 
it.  The  journal  stated  that  the  Syren  took  a  position 
without  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  within  a  mile  of  the  fort, 
at  the  lime  lieutenant  Decatur  entered  with  ttie  Intrepitls 
that  a  ugnal  Was  received  ^om  the  Intrepid,  and  answer- 
ed by  tJie  Syren  ,  and  that  two  boats  fully  manned,  were 
despatched  by  the  latter  to  reinforce  the  intrepid.] 

Mr.  CUAHBEItS  cqntiiiued  bis  remarks.  He  found, 
by  the  prize  act,  that  individuals  compoung  the  crews  uf 
vessels  in  sight  when  a  prize  is  taken,  were  entitled  to  a 
share  of  the  prixe  money.  It  was  not  exactly  the  provi- 
sions the  prize  act  that  entitled  these  iudividuku  to  A 
aliare  of  the  sum  to  be  given. 

He  understopd  that  the  money  was  given  to  encourage 
tlie  spii'it  that  leads  to  such  exploits.  If  so.  all  who  pu- 
took  of  the  peril  should  share  the  reward.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  individuals  named  in  the  bill  were  not  aided 
by  the  crew  of  the  Syren.  He  thought  it  would  prove 
otherwise.  The  Syren  was  so  situated  as  to  have-  given 
assistance  if  needed.  She  was  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  fort  i  she  did  send  off  men  to  reinforce  tiie  Intrepid, 
and  received  and  answered  a  tugnal  from  Lieutenant  Uc- 
catur.  I'hc  person  who  had  banded  him  [Mr.  C-]  tliis 
paper,  was  a  resident  in  the  District  of  Columbia  \  and, 
therefore,  to  obtain  infurmation  on  his  claim,  he  would 
move  lo  recommit  tlie  bdl,  assuring  the  ctiairnuu)  of  the 
comauUee  that  his  design  wasnot  to  obstruct  its  preerea. 
Had  he  thought,  that,  by  making  this  motion,  be  uiould 
have  caused  any  delay  uf  the  bill,  he  would  not  have 
made  it.  The  evidence  in  this  matter  was  at  hand,  and  a 
decision  could  be  speedily  obtained.    He  then  moved 
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ttat  the  bm  b«  recommitted  to  the  oomndttee  who  report' 
cd  H»  ta^eti>er  with  th«  paper  purpatinfc  M  be  an  ez' 
tract  from  the  journal  of  V.  C.  D«Kram,  whb  instnictiong 
to  cxaaiine  the  ckoms  61  tbe  offieen  and  a«w  of  the  bri 
^rrentoahare  the  ■am  gruited  the  flnt  section  of  the 
biB. 

Mr.  HAYNB  Bud,  that  it  was  aomewbat  extraordinary 
that  thiacfaura  had  never  been  heard  <if  before.  Tbe  sub- 
ject of  this  1h0  bad  been  a  matter  of  diacusaion  for  two 
w  three  years.  It  had  been  before  tbe  nubile,  and  bad 
fcrmed  a  topic  of  some  interest  in  the  pnolie  newspapers 
dnring' all  that  tfanet  yet  the  author  of  the  journal,  an  ex- 
tract of  which  was  now  before  the  Senate,  had  nerar  until 
mv  put  forth  his  claim.  The  comniander  of  the  Syren, 
Connsodore  Stewart,  had  never  set  up  any  cbutn  for  blm- 
sctf  orhiscTcw  «idsttChaol«m  had  never  been  thoug:ht 
of  mtil  this  late  period.  He  would,  therefore,  pnt  it  to 
the  Senate,  whether  it  was  fkir  or  jostfiir  an  individual  to 
step  in  at  so  ethical  a  juncture  to  retard  the  pnwresB  of 
the  biD.  It  had  been  nnder  tbe  exarohurtion  of  the  com- 
mittee at  an  early  sta^  of  tbe  session  :  bad  been  reported 
in  due  season  ;  and  had  now  been  for  three  weeks  before 
the  Senate,  waitings  its  torn  for  consideration.  He  [Mr.  H.] 
had  even  been  so  particular  in  bringinfj^  it  before  their 
nobce,  that  he  notified  the  Senate  previously,  of  tbe  time 
at  which  he  intended  tb  call  it  up  {  and  now,  after  all 
**»««e  prelimin«iea,  just  at  the  time  when  they  were  about 
to  reap  tbe  fruits  of  their  labors,  and  secure  to  that  gal- 
hirt  crew  tbe  reward  they  so  richly  merited,  an  unknown 
dainant  comes  before  the  Senate,  and  asks  us  to  foreg^o 
the  pFoqteet  of  carryinjf  the  bill  through  this  session. 
For.  &»d  Mr.  H.,  if  it  is  recomnutted,  there  is  scarcely  a 
bepe  that  it  can  pasa  m  time  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
oWerHottse.  If  me  elium  now  put  forth  deserved  to  be 
seted  upon  at  alt,  ft  ought  to- go  to  tbe  other  House,  in- 
■Aead  of  ebstractin^  tbe  pn^ress  of  the  bill  in  this.  But 
he  hail  another  objection  to  the  chum,  if  claim  it  could  be 
ctUed.  Tbe  paper  which  had  ju4  been  read,  wu  ac- 
compnued  wMi  no  testimony.  It  conristed  erf"  notJiing 
hut  nose  wiemonndsL.  It  proved  nothing  t  whereas  time 
was  wnple  proof  to  ibow  its  unimportance.  There  was 
Nfficient  proof  that  tbe  Syren  did  not  «d  in  the  exploit 
<f  burning  tiie  Philadelphia — that  she  was  not  even  order- 
ed to  do  so.  The  official  statement  of  Commodtnv  Pre- 
ble amply  proved  the  tuA.  >le  wys  that  Uie  Syren  was 
••dered  tb  support  Lieutenant  Decatur,  and  cover  his  re- 
treat, but  could  not  get  into  tbe  harbor.  Decatur,  also, 
tn  bis  despatches  says  that  the  Syren  obtiuned  a  position 
*<<haat  the  fawbor,  to  cover  and  defend  his  retreat  I'he 
fset  was  fUr^er  established  by  that  part  of  Commodore 
Preble's  ofBcial  report,  in  which  be  speaks  of  Lieutenant 
Stewart ;  and,  as  if  with  a  desire  to  console  ttiat  officer  for 
the  misfortune  of  not  having  been  able  to  join  in  the  enter- 
prise, he  remarks  that  it  was  an  explmt  in  which  but  few 
cooM  be  engaged,  and  praises  the  aUcrity  with  which  he 
he  servieea  within  his  power.  He  also  goes 
en  tossy,  that,  if  Decatur  bad  waited  half  an  hour  for  as- 
wtance  from  the  Syren,  the  enterprise  must  hare  &iled. 
But  what  was  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Stewart  ?  Did 
he  evcrcbim  any  part  of  the  glory  of  the  achievement  ? 
Never,  instead  of  attributing  to  himself  any  part  of  the 
f  lory  of  that  act,  he  has  always,  witli  the  generori^  which 
n  always  found  among  brave  men,  eztolled  the  conduct 
otDeeatur,  and  given  to  him  the  entire  glory  of  that  bril- 
Gant  action.    Commodore  Stewart  on  that  ocasion  dis- 

tUyed  a  disnterestedness  that  redounds  to  his  immortal 
onor.  He  was  tbe  senior  officer  of  l>ecatur — yet,  fiff 
from  entertamtng  jealousy  towards  him,  he  allowed  De< 
cabir  to  take  the  command,  and  willingly  acted  under 
biro,  fie  always  was,  and  is  to  this  day,  enthusiastic  in 
Us  pnsies  of  Decatur's  valor.  And  Stewart  and  Chaun- 
cey,  aMwagh  the'Seniors  of  Decatur,  allowed  bim  to  go 
o^tbnr  beads  in  promotion  to  the  rank  of  post  captain. 


Such  is  the  generoua  spirit  that  chatacterizet  our  Navy  - 
He  hoped  the  motion  to  recommit  would  not  be  sustuneo. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  sud,  thM  he  did  not  pretend  to  de< 
cide  upon  the  merits  of  the  claim  of  the  officers  of  tbe 
Syren.  He  bad  merely  put  forward  a  statement  which 
he  hoped  would  be  examined.  Tbe  testimony  in  relation 
to  it  was  within  half  an  hour's  walk  of  the  Committee 
room,  and  he  hoped  that  it  might  be  inquired  into.  He 
did  not^  farther  than  this,  pretend  to  enforce  the  elaima 
of  the  appUcaat.  As  to  tiie  belief  of  the  diurman,  that 
the  Syren  was  not  employed  in  the  aernee  of  burning  tiie 
Philadelphia,  he  [Mr.  C]  thooght  all  tlie  evidence  in 
fiivor  of  the  supposition  that  she  was  so  employed.  The 
Syren  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  Intrepid,  and  aid  in 
the  enterprise.  She  did  so,  and  took  a  position  to  sup- 
port Deeatir,  and  cover  his  retreat  i  and,  if  the  erew  of 
the  Syren  shared  the  danger,  they  ought  to  tfiare  the  re* 
ward.  It  was  as  necessary  for  Decatur  to  have  the  means 
of  escape  as  the  means  of  entering  the  harbor ;  and  if  fbr 
this  pnrp<Me  the  bri^  was  placed  in  a  position  danger, 
she  aided  in  the  achievement.  How  tiu-  her  crew  were 
entitled  to  reward,  Mr.  C.  did  not  know,  but  thought 
it  ought  to  be  examined.  He  had  been  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sfwth  Carolina,  that  Commodore  Stewart  al- 
wi^  qwke  of  Decatur  as  the  individual  who  performed 
this  deed  He  never  supposed  the  claims  of  the  Syren 
detracted  from  the  ment  of  Decatur.  It  was  a  forced 
inference  from  any  thing  that  had  fiiUen  from  him.  It 
was,  he  believed,  tbe  last  object  of  the  indii'idiial  who 
presented  this  paper,  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  De- 
catur, fie  merely  wished  the  facts  of  his  claim  looked 
into  i  and  he  [Mr.  C]  was  convinced  that  it  would  not 
at  all  dehiy  the  progress  of  the  hill. 

Mr^  HABHTSON  said,  it  was  a  bad  precedent  to  allow 
a  claim  so  long  subsequent  to  tbe  action  which  created  it, 
founded  en  a  statement  by  a  junior  officer,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  report  made  by  tlie  commanding  officer, 
who  certMnly  ougbt  to  know  the  object  of  the  movement! 
which  were  made  by  his  orders.  The  Mtuation  of  the 
Syren  was  such  tftat  she  gave,  nor  could  have  given,  De- 
catur no  kind  of  aid  in  the  capture.  He  hoped  the  Se- 
nate would  not  allow  the  examination  of  a  claim  wbtch 
would  go  to  contradict  an  offiaal  report  which  had  been 
for  so  many  years  uncoutracHeted,  and  wbtdi  was  founded 
on  the  best  evidence. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed,  that,  if  there  could  be 
shewn  any  practical  object  in  tbe  recommitment,  he 
should  not  be  opposed  to  it  But  he  thought  he  could 
shew  the  beat  of  reasons,  from  the  journal  itself,  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  acted  upon.  How  does  it  stand  *  This 
bill  has  been  for  several  years  before  this  and  the  other 
House.  It  has  been  fully  discussed  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress. l*he  witnesses  that  have  been  called  are  of  the 
most  distinguished,  character ;  for  instance.  Commodore 
Stewart,  who  commanded  the  brig  Syren.  No  chum  w«a 
ever  set  up  by  him  or  his  officers  or  crew,  foe  the  twen- 
t>' three  years  that  have  intervened  nnce  that  acUon. 
But  now,  on  the  7th  of  February,  there  comes  fbrth 
a  statement  on  oath,  on  which  the  ink  is  scarcely  dry,  to 
establish  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Syren. 
The  applicant  has  held  back  until  this  moment,  and,  when 
tbe  bnnk  is  just  filling,  claims  lua  share  of  the  appropria- 
tion. I  differ,  sMd  Mr.  1'.  Vnrni  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
not  in  opinion,  but  in  the  manner  in  which  he  states  it. 
I  do  not  call  this  applicant  a  junior  officer,  but  *  youi^ 
gentleman,  writing  a  jourtml  for  his  own  amusement  t 
and  it  is  not  wonderful  that  he  should  differ  from  his  com- 
manding ofBcer  as  to  tbe  kind  of*  service  on  which  the 
vessel  to  which  he  is  attached  is  despatched.  We  know 
that  every  young  officer  differs  in  opinion  «rith  his  com- 
mander, for  the  very  reason  that  tbe  former  knows  nolblng, 
the  latter  knows  all  about  the  matter.  If  an^  gentleman 
who  has  the  least  knowledge  of  nautical  '^lairs  will  look 
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«t  this  joarml»  he  will  be  conrincecl  that  the  writer  makei 
crroneout  oonclonoiu.  Here  it  ii  itateilt  fint  one  mil  is 
set,  then  another.  One  tack  is  first  taken  ;  then  it  is 
changed :  now  she  runs  in  upon  the  shore,  where  the 
water  is  shallow,  and  then  she  runs  out  again  into  35 
fatboRu.  Will  any  man  sajr  to  me  that  ilie  meant  to  fight? 
Any  one  knows  better.  If  she  <Ud  intend  to  fig^t,  would 
die  be  tbooting  about  in  the  manner  here  described  *  If 
fighting  was  hes  object,  why  did  not  she  go  straight  for- 
ward?  The  tame  wind  that  carried  one  vessel  into  the  bar- 
bor,  would  have  carried  in  the  other.  The  trutli  was,  that 
the  young  joutnaliat  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  He 
fiumed  hw  coc^ecUires  {  but  th^  are  little  worth.  He 
was  not  eoDMiUed  Inr  hb  commander.  He  waa  not  told 
why  one  s^  was  anifted  now*  and  another  afterwards. 
His  buuness  was  to  mind  his  du^,  and  obey  orders.  What 
was  the  real  ease  ?  Several  weeks  previous  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Philadelphia,  the  plan  had  been  conceived  by 
Decatur,  who  communicated  his  project  to  Commodore 
Preble,  and  exacted  from  him  a  promise  that  the  enter- 
prise  should  be  entrusted  to  no  other  officer.  How  then 
could  Preble  refuse  to  allow  Decwtur  to  prosecute  his  en- 
terpriae  ?  He  was  bound  in  honor  to  grant  bis  psnnis- 
inon.  For  he  who  liad  planned  was  entitled  to  the  pri- 
vilege of  executing,  lie  therefore  manned  a  small, 
worthless  vessel— I  say  worthless,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  I  as- 
Msted  afterwards  to  condemn  her.  She  bad  been  captur- 
ed for  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade  of  Tripoli.  In 
Uiis  vessel,  with  four  caironades  as  her  armament,  be  en- 
tered the  harbor  in  the  night.  As  to  the  vessel,  she  was 
not  cared  for.  If  she  was  burnt,  nothing  would  be  list. 
But  to  bring  oiT  the  gallant  crew  was  the  object ;  and  for 
this  the  Syren  was  wdered  to  cover  and  aasist  in  their  es- 
cape. 'Die  time  will  come,  aud  Mr.  T..  when  the  true 
character  of  Decatur  will  be  known  and  appreciated  by 
his  cuuntnr— when  tiie  unequalled  gaUantty  of  his  achieve- 
ments will  receive  its  meed  of  tenown.  No  man  was  more 
delibeiate  in  his  conduct  than  Decatur.  In  carrying  into 
effect  this  most  daring  project*  he  was  directed  by  the 
coolest  judgment.  There  was  nothing  rasli  in  his  con- 
duct, aluiough  nothing  could  exceed  his  intrepidity.  He 
knew  that  he  should  be  parried  into  the  harbor  by  the 
wind  i  but  that  the  same  wind  that  carried  him  in,  would 
prevent  hit  coming  out ;  and  that  for  his  escape  he  must 
depend  upon  his  boats.  But,  sir,  said  Hr.  T.,  there  was 
in  this  event  a  memorable  circumstance.  That  Providence 
wUeh  has  so  c^en  seeminp^ly  interposed  to  ^rect  the  des- 
tiny of  our  country,  ordained  that,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  flames  were  enveloping  every  part  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, and  when  the  batteries  had  opened  a  tremendous 
lire  upon  the  Intrepid,  the  wind  changed,  and  she  came 
out  of  the  harbor  with  swelling  aaib.  AU  the  circum- 
stances of  the  enterprise  were  previoudy  communicated 
to  Preble.  He  knew  the  tenfold  perils  to  which  it  would 
expose  the  hero  who  planned  and  those  who  accom- 
panied him.  And  would  he  have  allowed  those  seventy 
gallant  men  to  go  alone  from  Syracuse  to  Tri{>oli,  on  so 
oasivrdouB  an  exploit,  without  some  force  to  aid  them  in 
their  escape  i  Would  he  expose  those  heroes  to  perish 
fbr  want  m  asnstance  i  If  he  bad  done  it,  he  would  have 
deserrtd  to  he  shot :  therefore,  he  assigned  to  the  Syren 
to  accompany  the  Intrepid — not  to  figh^  but  to  cover  her 
retreat— to  pick  up  the  hosts  as  they  came  oat  of  the  har- 
bor, and  aave  them  from  a  pursuing  enemy.  Commodore 
Stewart  performed  the  part  allotted  to  him  with  judgement 
and  promptitude  {  and  he  deserved  the  praise  which  he 
received  for  his  conduct.  Such  is  the  account  given  by 
Decatur,  and  aiicb  is  the  account  given  b^  Commodore 
Freble.  But  here  is  the  account  of  the  aflair  by  a  young 
man,  whose  only  misfortune  was,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand bis  commander's  intentions,  which  would  give  an 
entirely  different  view  of  the  matter.  By  a  reference  to 
tht  omeial  aecounti^  it  will  be  found  that  they  bad  waited 


seven  days  fbr  that  kind  of  wind  tiMt  would  tnble  tteaa 

to  enter  the  harhor.  And  when  it  oecuircd,  the  Intrepid 
sailed  in,  and  the  Syren  waited  without,  in  aeoordance 
with  her  orders.  Her  crew-  afterwards  saw  the  flanes 
fVom  the  Philadelphia ;  and,  shortly  after,  the  Intrepid 
sailed  out  of  the  harbor,  so  that  the  aid  of  the  Syren,  in 
piekii^  up  the  boats,  was  not  required,  as  was  antfopat- 
ed.  But,  if  you  look  at  your  prixe  law,  you  will  per- 
crive  that,  to  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  prize  mon^,  a 
vessel  must  be  in  sight  of  the  action^  Now,  the  Syrea 
was  not  in  sig^t  She  was  outside  of  the  harbor,  as  the 
Journal  states,  in  35  fitthoms  of  water.  The  principle  i% 
that  if,  by  being  in  sight,  a  vessel  gives  (o  anotbcTr  if  Ml 
actual,  poteDtiusMstaoce,  her  crew  is  entitled  tondiare 
of  the  proceeds  o(  the  prize.  For  instance,  if  a  sloi^  af 
mr  sees  another  sloop  of  war  approaching  her*  and  abo 
within  right  of  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  she  will  run— she 
ought  to  run — not  from  the  w>op  of  war,  but  from  a  su- 
perior force  that  may  be  brought  agunat  her.  If  she  is 
taken,  the  prize  money  is  distributed  to  the  two  vessels — 
to  the  one  for  capturing — ^to  the  other  for  the  potential  aid 
given  in  the  contest '  But  it  does  not  apply  to  this  esse, 
nor,  indeed*  to  night  attacks  in  general.  The  Syren  ren- 
dered no  nd,  whether  potentiaTor  actual,  in  bumii^-tbe 
Philadelphia.  Her  only  office  was  to  |m>teet  the  crew  of 
tlie  Intrepid  in  their  retreat  from  the  barbw.  But,  in 
cases  where  being  in  right  gives  a  title,  to  what  does  it 
give  a  title  ?  Why,  to  a  share  the  proceeds  of  the  cap- 
tured vesseL  Such  is  the  provirion  of  the  price  act.  Here* 
however,  is  a  new  case.  Here  arc  no  proeeedi^  nor  docs 
the  case  come  within  the  scope  of  the  prise  act,  and, 
therefl^,  the  crew  of  the  Syi%n  have  no  kiod-of  claim. 
That  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Svren  did  tbrir  duly 
had  already  been  admitted.  But  that  duty  was  not  to 
take  any  share  in  the  exploit  which  was  entrusted  to  Lieu- 
tenant Decatur.  The  application,  therefore,  tiow  made* 
could  not  be  sustiuned  {  and  he  truited  the  Sentfe  would 
reject  the  motion  to  recomiiut. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  said  that  he  had  presented  the  state- 
ment of  Hr.  DeKrafft  in  pursuance  of  his  duty,  and  be 
now  rose  to  defend  him  from  the  animadversions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  could  not  see  in  ttkat  pa- 
per any  cause  for  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman,  'ittc 
remark  that  this  Journal  was  the  language  of  a  yoa^ 
gentleman  who  did  not  know  as  much  as  bis  commanding 
officer,  and  yet  undertook  to  conttadict  him,  seemed  qiute 
gratuitous. 

[Mr.  TAZEWF.LL  rose  to  explain.  He  said  no  such 
thing.  He  said  that  this  young  man  mi^t  be  correct  in 
his  statement ;  but  did  not  know  tlie  motives  of  his  con- 
Dunding  officer.  ] 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  resumed.  1  stand  corrected.  The 
gentleman  admiu  Uiat  the  young  gentleman's  sccount 
i^;reed  with  that  of  bia  commander  t  but  bis  infierences 
were  incorrect,  because  he  did  not  know  as  much  as  his 
superior  officer.  Now,  rir,  let  us  see  what  proof  we 
have  that  the  Syren  took  a  position  to  aid  Decatur  in 
bis  attack  on  the  Philadelphia — there  ia  the  &ct,  not 
denied,  that  Decatur  sept  for  a  reinforcement  t  and  the 
order  of  Comraodorc  Preble  to  Decatuiv  that  he  **  would 
proceed  in  company  with  the  Syren,  which  would  asrist 
witli  her  boats  and  crew,  and  would  cover  his  retreat.** 
The  gentleman  had  aaked  why,  if  the  Syren  waa  associ. 
ated  in  the  expedition,  she  was  net  in  the  batlKir  ? 
And  Mr.  C.  supposed  he  intended  to  imply  that  ^e  waa 
not  associated  with  the  Intrepid.  The  answer  to  that 
question  is  not  to  be  given  graUiitously.by  met  but  is  to  be 
found  in  the  official  report.  The  Commodore  there  s^s, 
that  the  Syren,  not  being  able  to  enter  tlie  harbor,  anchor- 
ed at  some  distance  from  it,  and  waa  thus  not  able  to  render 
so  efficient  service  as  she  would  otherwise  have  done. 
But  does  he  neglect  the  fact  tliat  assistance  was  given  i 
No.    He  only  rcmarki^  that  it  waa  not  as  efficient  as  it 
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OHgfat  otherwite  have  been,  ud  u  wu  intended.  Deba< 
tair>  ID  hk  statement,  a1so-sa}%  that  the  Syren  nined  a 
«itioD  without  the  hwbor.  The  opposition  which  the 
document  pmented  me  has  met  with,  has  induced  me 
■Bike  use  of  th.e  matenals  which  t  have  at  hand  to  sup- 
port the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Syren.  1  muntain 
that  they  were  detailed  upon  that  expe^tion,  and  that 
they  did  render  the  serrice  required  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability-  But  we  are  asked  why  they  Iiave  delayed  to 
bring-ftrward  their  chum  ?  And  whji,  at  this  kte  moment, 
it  is  pressed  i  I  speak,  said  Mr.  C.  from  the  information 
of  the  aame  gentleman  who  handed  me  the  statement, 
when  I  say  that  when  the  biH  was  ftrst  brought  before  the 
other  House  rendering  compensation  to  the  heirsof  Preble, 
the  officers  oT  the  Syren  did  apply.  But  there  may  be  dif- 
fieaWesn  the  way  of  tiiift  claim.  Capt.  Stewart,  who  com- 
■anded  the  Syren,  makes  no  clum,  and  it  may  be  that  be 
visbe*  those  who  served  under  him  should  not.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  inquire  into  his  motives,  or  those  df  the  other  offi- 
cers. If  their  claim,  as  appeared  to  Hr.  C.  was  good,  it  was 
a^lay  of  modesty  and  forbearance  which  was  highly 
creditable.  -This  was  not  the  question  before  the  Senate. 
"nief  Tere  now  to  consider  the  clums  of  this  man.  and 
be  certainly  was  entitled  to  a  healing.  -I  am  informed  by 
aperson,  now  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  that  the  focts  stat- 
ed in  this  journal,  tx€  the  same  as  those  entered  in  the 
log  book  ^  (he  Syren.  The  facts  are  accessible,  as  they 
are  to  be  obtained  within  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. And  all  that  is  asked  is  a  delay  sufficient  to  in> 
vestigi^e  the  merits  of  the  cUim. 

We  are  also  told,  aaid  Hr.  C.  that  the  claims  of  the 
•Bicentrftbe  Syren  do  not  come  vithin  the  prize  act. 
Wel^  air.  suppose  they  do  not  I  say  also  that  the  prize 
act  does  not  authorize  the  payment  of  the  heirs  of  Dcca- 
Inr.  or  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid.  The  biU  is  founded  on 
a  kind  of  analogy.  The  case  is  not  admitted  under  the 
prize  act,  but  it  bears  so  close  a  resemblance  to  those 
that  do^  and  exhibits  a  spetues  of  claim  so  siroiUr  to  those 
irtud)  come  under  that  aet,  HmX  jostiee  Kems  to  reason 
stro^y  on  tta  nde.  Those  .who  haTC  achieved  daring  acts, 
and  destroyed  the  proper^  of  an  oiemy,  are,  on  such  a 
^rnciple,  deemed  worthy  of  reward.  It  has  been  ques- 
tioned whether  the  Syren  was  in  nght  or  not.  But  there 
seems  no  cause  for  tliat  doubt,  as  signals  were  made  and 
answered  by  the  Intrepid  and  the  Syren. 

ThiR  explanation^  said  Mr.  C.  I  have  .made  to  show 
tbat  there  are  drcumstances,  which  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  comnnttee,  and  which  are  within  their  reach, 
iHiich  give  good  reason  to  look  upon  the  claim  of  the 
officers  of  .the  Syren,  as  probable  at  least.  He  would 
not  bare  advocated  tliis  apptication,  had  he  believed  that 
it  votdd  delay  or  seriou^y  obstruct  the  bill  But  that 
could  not  be,  as  the  witness  was  now  on  the  spot  ready  to 
be  examined.  The  consumption  of  time  could  be  but 
iacoMider^le,  and  th  a  few  hours  the  Committee  would 
be  ible  to  report  upon  tJie  application.  Neither  lUd  he 
think  4hat  the  &ct  that  these  meritorious  officers  had  de- 
dined,  for  twenty  years,  to  bring  forward  their  claim, 
ought  in  the  least  to  affect  the  question,  which  related 
alMe  to  the  merita  of  the  case.  He,  therefore,  could  not 
but  denre  that  the  paper  might  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee 

Vs.  VAN  BUREN  was  not  pleased  with  the  time 
which  had  been  chosen  for  presenting  tliis  document. 
But  the  statement  itseff  was  a  very  lame  one,  and  he 
tbot^t  failed  to  sustun  the  claim  uf  its  author.  In  the 
first  place,  H  did  not  appear  by  whom  this  statement  was 
sworn  to.  And  thei^  the  grounds  on  which  the  co-ope- 
lation  of  the  Syren  was  sustained,  were  very  alight.  I'be 
gcnUeman  supposes  tbat  a  signal  fur  reinforcements 
proves  thia  tux.  But  the  «|;iuiK  it  is  tud,  were  ex- 
diaogod  at  half  past  ten,  and  the  boata  were  not  sent  off 
util  somo  time  after  t  nor  dou  it  appear  that  they  were 


sent  off  in  conseqtience  oftherignal.  At  half  past  mid* 
night,  he  goes  on  to  state  that  the  boats  of  the  hrig,  and 
of  the  Intrepid,  appeared,  and  were  received  wiih  three 
cheers — so  that  it  is  clear  that  the  reinforcement  did  not 
assist  Decatur  in  destroying  the  ship.  They  were  pro- 
bably sent  off  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid.  The 
paper  came  befcn«the  Senate  without  any  name  attached 
to  it,  and  without  any  satisfiictory  proof  (rf  its  vdidity. 
He  hoped  no  time  would  be  wasted  in  its  consideration. 

Mr.  COBB  could  not,  really,  see  why  gentlemen  oppo< 
sed  so  strenuously  the  re-committal  of  the  bill.  No  delay 
was  proposed  which  could  prejudice  the  bill  Time 
was  merely  asked,  to. allow  an  inquiry  whether  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Syren  were  not  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  sum  to  be  given  to  the  participanta  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia.  Gentlemen  wish  to  reject  the 
application  without  any  inquiry.  Now  I  am  not  so  cer- 
tain that  this  clum  is  not  a  valid  one.  Commodore  Preble 
tells  Decatur  that  the  Syren  will  accompany  and  sustain 
him  with  her  boats,  and  will  cover  his  retreat.  It  is  proved 
that  the  boats  were  dispatched,  and,  if  so,  what  was  it 
done  for,  but  to  Aipport  the  enterprise,  and  aid  in  its 
completion  i  The  Syren  was  not  tiiere,  as  had  been  re- 
presented by  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  to  sail  about 
the  harbor,  but  to  fulfil  the  ordersof  Commodore  Preble. 
He  did  not  know  whether,  in  similar  cases,  persons  so  en- 
gaged had  or  had  not  a  claim  to  consideration,  or  whe- 
ther they  came  under  the  prize  act.  The  gentlemen  who 
opposed  this  statement  did  not  state  that,  in  all  the  par- 
ticular prize  acts,  there  was  no  such  precedent.  Let  us 
have  the  bets,  and  let  the  Committee,  who  understand 
the  matter,  report  upon  them.  Commodore  Stewart  was 
now  in  the  city,  and  all  the  circumstances  could  eauly  be 
ascertained.  He  would  make  one  additional  remark.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Senate  was  hurrying  this  bill  - 
too  fast.  The  event  happened  twenty-three  years  ago. 
Decatur  never  asked  for  compensation,  and  his  legal  re- 
presentativea  did  not  present  their  claim  until  several 

Sears  after  lus  death.  And  now  they  were  hurrying  this 
ill  through  the  Senate  with  a  despatch,  which  was,  at 
least,  uncommon.  They  would  not  even  allow  of  suffi- 
cient delay  to  inquire  whether  there  were  not  other 
equally  meritorious  claimants.  He  thought  the  Commit- 
tee ought  to  inquire  whether  these  men,  especially  the 
crews  of  the  boats,  were  not  entitled  to  share  in  the 
compensation.  Let  tu  have  their  views  on  the  subject. 
Re  would  have  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  Uie  table,  but 
would  not  interfere  in^he course  taken  bythe  gentleman 
ftom  Maryland. 

Mr.  HaYNB  said  that  the  Committee  had  been  chain- 
ed, by  the  -gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  with 
hurrying  this  bill  through  the  Senate.  In  reply,  he  would 
observL-,  that  the  bill  was  reported  six  weeks  since,  and 
that  it  bad  laid  upon  the  table  during  the  whole  of  that, 
time—and  that  at  had  pven  notice,  several  days  since, 
that  he  should  move  to  take  it  up — and  had  been  pre* 
vented  from  doing  so,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  other  business.  And  now,  after  this  subject  has 
been  repeatedly  delayed,  they  were  asked  to  prolong  it, 
because  a  paper,  of  the  very  lightest  kind^hat  bad  ever 
been  presented  to  a  legislative  body,  carrying  with  it  no 
semblance  of  evidence,  was  thrust  in  its  way.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  thinks  the  bill  is  utged  witli 
ominous  haste,  because  we  are  not  willing  to  accede  to 
this  proposition.  Who,  I  would  ask,  i|  Mr.  De  Krain, 
for  whom  we  are  to  sta^-  the  a<:tion  of  the  Senate  on  this 
matter  >  Had  he  a  plain  and  sustainable  claim,  would  he 
not  have  presented  it  before — when  this  bill  has  been, 
two  years  before  Congress  ?  Such  a  precedent  would  be 
a  bad  one,  and  would  lead  to  an  endless  protraction  of 
business.  The  Senate  ought  not  to  consent  to  the  re- 
committal {  and,  for  mys<df,  I  will  never  consent  to  it. 
!  But,  said  Mr.  H.,  auppose  all  the  allegations  in  this  worth- 
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less  paper  to  be  true — I  will  read  it,  to  show  that  it  does 
not  establish  any  thing.    Wliat  does  it  tell  you  } 

[Mr.  H.  here  read  the  statement] 

The  Syren  arrives  at  the  harbor,  and  sends  off  what  he 
calls  reinrorcementa — that  is,  two  boats'  crews  of  men. 
And  what  did  they  do  ?  Did  they  ai<l  in  the  fight  ^  No. 
They  merely  did  what  th^y  were  ordered  to  do.  They 
aided  in  the  escape,  or.  ratlier,  guarded  the  escape  of 
the  victors  And  now  that  I  look  more  closely  into  the 
papersjit  appears  that  the  twt>  vessels  were  despatclied 
lor  entirely  distinct  purposes — the  Intrepid  to  burn  the 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Syren  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
Jntrepid's  crew.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  said  Mr.  TI.,  the 
despatch  of  Decatur,  than  whom  a  more  disinterested 
being  never  breathed.  And  docs  he  say  that  he  received 
any  aid  from  the  Syren  ^  No.  He  saya  tlmt  the  boats  of 
the  Syren  covered  his  retreat,  and  in  no  other  part  does 
he  mention  her.  And,  had  he  received  assistance  from 
the  Syren,  would  he  not  have  admitted  it  ?  Nay,  more. 
When  he  returned  home,  he  was  required  to  give  a  list 
of  the  officers  and  sailors  who  partook  in  llie  enterprise 
of  burning  the  PhiUdelphia.    He  did  so — but  he  did  not 

S've  the  name  of  a  single  officer  or  sailor  belonging,  to 
e  Syren.  Here,  also,  is  the  despatch  of  Commodore 
Preble.  He  declares  that  this  gallant  action  wan  achiev- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Decatur  and  tlic  crew  of  the  Intrepid. 
He  performed  the  deed  alone,  and  to  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates belonged  the  renown  and  the  reward.  Hud  he 
waited  another  half  hour,  for  aid  from  the  boats  of  the 
Syren,  he  would  have  failed  in  the  expedition.  The  boats 
sent  off,  as  mentioned  in  this  statement,  were  inteiuled 
to  cover  his  retreat — in  that  they  performed  their  part. 
But  it  gave  the  crew  of  the  Syren  no  share  in  the  enter- 
prise.  He  would  oak,  in  conclusion,  if  gentlemen  could 
believe  that  any  man,  who  was  not  in  the  Intrepid,  was 
entitled  to  come  in  and  receive  a  share  of  the  compensa- 
tion awarded  to  the  gallant  seamen  who  withstood  the 
perils  and  achieved  the  ^lory  of  tiiat  action  alone  *  As 
a  Senator,  stan^ng  in  h»  place,  he  [mitested  that  lie 
could  not  conceive  how  the  least  shadow  of  right  could  'be 
assumed  for  delaying  the  bill  a  moment  on  such  grounds 
as  the  flimsy  statement  in  question  offered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  could  not  look  upon  this  subject  in 
the  same  light  as  it  was  viewed  by  the  Chairman  of  l)ie 
Naval  Committee.  It  was  said  that  the  boats  of  the  Syren 
gave  no  aid  to  Decatur.  That  might  be  :  but,  supposing 
the  action  had  been  protracted,  would  they  not  have  ren- 
dered Uieir  aid Bendea,  he  could  not  think  that  they 
rendered  no  assistance.  They  certainly  covered  the  re- 
treat of  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  which  was  all.perhaps, 
that  the  circumstances  would  admit.  Ad  to  the  reason 
why  they  had  not  applied  until  this  time,  he  believed  it 
was  because  they  thought,  with  Decatur  himself,  that 
they  had  no  claim.  But,  seeing  that  the  bill  might  pro- 
bably pass,  they  come  in  for  their  share. 

Mr.  VAN  BT7RBN  remarked,  that  a  list  was  reported 
of  tlie  officers  and  sailors  engaged  in  this  brilliant  action, 
in  order  that  they  might  receive  double  pay — and  not  an 
individual  belon^ng  to  the  Syren  had  been  mentioned 
in  that  list.  Now,  can  it  be  tolerated,  that,  at  this  late 
day,  the  officers  and  seamen  of  any  other  vessel  than  the 
Intrepid  shall  be  allowed  to  step  m  and  siiare  the  glory 
and  the  reward  of  these  brave  men  }  The  proposition 
was,  he  thought,  in  the  highest  degree  offensive. 

.Mr.  CHANDLER  ttianked  the  gentleman  fh>m  New 
York  for  having  given  him  some  knowledge  which  he 
did  not  before  possess.  It  now  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Government  settled  the  whole  affair  at  tlie  lime,  and, 
therefore,  Congress  need  do  no  more  about  it. 

Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  said  (hat  the  officers  refused  to  re- 
ceive tlie  double  pay.  The  sailors  did  receive  it.  But 
it  was  given  by  the  'Department,  and  Congreas  liad  no- 
thing to  do  with  it. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS  .observed  that  the  paper  had  been 
haiided  to  him  this'raoming,  and  he  had  not  at  first  per- 
ceived that  the  name  of  the  applicant  was  notsulncribed 

to  it. 

Mr,  NOBLE  asked  t'^ie  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  j 
which  call  being  sustained,  the  motion  to  re  commit  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Berrien,  Chambers, 
Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Knight,  Macox,  Noble, 
Ruffles,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Williams— 15. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Boiiligiiy, 
Branch,  Dickerson,  .Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
Kline,  King,  VIcKinley,  McLane;  Parris,  liobbin8,Rnw«n, 
Uidgely,  'Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  uf  Maryland,  Smith  of 
SouUi  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Van  But«n,  White,  Wiley, 
Woodbury — 30. 

The  questifwi  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HAIl'KE.  for  filling  the  several  blanks  of  the  bill,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  the  following 
proviso  to  the  bill — which  was  agreed  to  :  ' 

J*rm.'ded,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  shall  in  no  in- 
stance pay  over  any  portion  of  the  moneys  herein  appro- 
priated to  any  other  person  or  persona  whomsoever,  the 
distributive  snare  due  to  the  proper  petaof^s  herein  pro> 
vided  for,  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
than  to  him,  her,  or  them,  for  whom  it  is  appropriated,  or 
to  his,  her,  or  their  legal  representative  or  representa- 
tives, drst  fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  said  ac- 
counting officers.  Nor  shall  any  contract,  bargain,  or 
sale,  of  any  such  distributive  share  to  any  other  person 
or  persons  be  in  any  wise  obligatory  on  tne  vender,  but 
shall  be  held  to  be  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

FniSAT,  FXBHUAHT  8,  1838. 

CASE  OF  ABRAHAM  OGDEN. 
The  general  orders  of  the  day  then  occurring,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others,  was  read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  on  this  bill, 
was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  a  motion  had  for. 
merly  been  made  to  fill  the  blank  in  this  bill  witli  thcsum 
of  one  thotmiid  dollars.  At  that  time  he  had  stated  that 
the  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  arose  upon 
the  question  whether  the  whole  time  of  the  demurnge 
ouglK  to  be  paid,  or  only  that  part  of  the  delay  which 
was  caused  by  the  United  States'  Agent.  The  majority 
were  in  favor  of  paying  only  for  the  delay  caosrd  by  the 
Agent  of  the  United  States.  ' 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that,  before  the  petitioner  can 
he  entitled  to  the  relief  praposetl  by  this  bill,  it  is  tncum- 
bent  on  them  to  prove  that  the  loss  has  been  occasioned 
by  some  act  or  negligence  of  the  Government,  or  its 
agents  ;  and  that  there  has  been  no  fault  or  negiij^ent^e 
oil  their  own  part ;  and  further  that  the  clum  might-be 
enforced  against  an  individual,  either  in  a  Court  of  law  or 
equity.  The  report  of  the  committee  did  not  satisfy  my 
mind,  [suid  Mr.  F.  ]  that  the  petitioners  were  entitled  to 
Nuch  relief ;  and  the  explanation  of  the'Chairman  created 
still  greater  doubts.  The  cothmittee  have  very  correct, 
ly  decided  that  the  petitioners  can  have  no  claihi  on  the 
Government  for  tlie  loss  of  tlie  vessel  j  and  they  reject 
the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioners  have  not 
used  due  diligence  and  care  to  avoid  the  loss,  because 
they  say  tllis  loss  might  have  be«n  prevented  by  insu- 
rance- But,  Sir,  the  ground  on  which  the  conrimittee 
found  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  the  relief  proposed 
by  the  bill.  Is,  to  my  miiid,  far  more  objectionable.  It  is 
on  a  contingency,  against  which  the  pctidonera  might 
have  guarded  with  much  more  care,  imd  without  mny  ex* 
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pMM  (V  troable,  merely  by  iniertiiig  in  the  cbftrter  par- 
ly  of  iflrei^tment,  a  provision  for  a  certain  number  of 
by  dxft,  ami  fixinff  a.  rate  of  demurrage  for  any  deten* 
two  beyond  the  number  of  lay  days  agreed  on.  It  also 
iftpean,  by  the  explanation  of  the  Chairman,  that  the 
CMDmittee  ha.»e  allowed  twelve  years  interest  on  this 
clann— ao  extreinely  doubtful  in  its  character,  that  the 
petitkmera  did  not  present  it,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  never 
would  h»Te  prewnted  it»  but  fx  the  fact  of  Congreaa 
havia^f  aade  wi  allowance  for  a  claim  supposed  to  be 
•onewbat  analogous.  ThisaUowancc  of  interest  on  chums, 
I  bdieret  has  never  been  recognised  by  the  Government, 
vu]  ia  wh<^y  untenable.  A  plain  statement  of  the  facts 
io  this  ease,  in  my  o^iiiion,  would  convince  the  Senator 
that  tim  clum  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  It  appears  that 
the  Unted  States^  by  th«r  agent  in  Nev  York,  -contmct- 
edwiUttiw.petitionen  for  the  freight  of  a  quantity  .of 
proviuooa  io  the  port  of  Lagiiira,  at  a  rate  of  ft^ight 
agreed  upon,  and  paid  before  the  vessel  sailed.  Here, 
Sff,  is  an  important  distinction,  and  which  the  committee 
ippear  not  to  h»ve  noticed.  The  United  States  were 
mere  freighters  of  p«rt  of  the  cargo  only  i  for  it  is  evident 
tbe  petitioners  had  some  cargo  on  b<iara»  which  sold  for 
ftwrteen  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  account  of 
nies  among  the  papers.  Of  course  the  United  States 
were  not  the  charterers,  nor  were  they  insurers,  of  tlie 
revel,  and  therefore  not  liable  for  the  loss.  I'he  p«;ti- 
tioners  insured  the  vessel  to  the  port  of  Loguim  only. 
Oo  her  arrival,  it  appears,  from  the  petitioners'  own 
■bewii^,  that  there  was  an  embai^  on  all  vessels  in  the 
port,  which  continued  until  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish 
■n^.  and  the  seizure  of  the  vessel.  This  embai^ro  caused 
tbe  detention  and  luas  <tf  the  vessel ;  it  wa.<t  not  the  aet  of 
this  Gsvemmeot  or  its  agent,  but  a  municipal  regulation 
of  that  country,  of  which  we  liad  no  right  to  complain, 
but  whidt  the  petitioners  sliould  have  guarded  against  by 
iasurance.  In  the  protest  of  the  captain  wc  tind  no  com- 
plunt  of  detention  by  the  agent.  The  caiitain  states  ex- 
I^dtly,  **  that,  not  considering  his  vessel  in  any  kind  of 
"  dawer,  he  took  no  steps  to  despatch  her  until  the  ar- 
"rivalof  the  Spanish  army."  On  this  plain  statement  of 
fi«ti,  1  ask,'  on  what  foundation  dues  this  claim  rest  i 
Wu  tlie'  vessel  detained  by  the  agent  }  There  is  no 
proof  of  this  fact.  The  petitioners  make  no  such  claim. 
Su|mose  the  freight  had  been  discharged  in  four  days, 
woiud  tbis  have  prevented  tlie  loss  ?  No  :  Besides,  it 
does  not  appear  that  Ute  captain  wi^ed  the  fi-cight  taken 
ooti  for.  uTit  baxl  been,  he  must  have  procured  ballast 
fat  tht  vessel ;  as  no  prudent  man  would  leave  his  vessel 
rtwk  lisht  in  that  countiy  at  that  season.  It  Is  very  ap- 
ptent  toe  captain  managed  the  landing  of  tliis  freight  at 
luiown  discretion  ;  occasionally  loadiitg,  as  he  could  pni- 
cure  hisretiim  cargo,  to  keep  his  vessel  in  ballast  trim. 

But,  sir,  wc  are  told  by  the  Chairman,  that  a  prece- 
dent has  been  established  in  the  caae  of  Forrest,  &c. 
which  ought  to  govern  in  this  case.  Although  I  am  not 
imposed  to  admit  the  omnipotence  of  precedent  in  all 
wiie^  yet,  in  the  examination  of  that  case,  it  vtiill  be  found 
tlvt  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  two  cases,  iit  the 
most  important,  and  uuleed  the  only  material  points  in 
^  CMC.  In  the  first  pUce,  it  appears  in  the  case  of 
Fmest  HaL  that  tlic  agent  was  sohcited,  day  after  day, 
to  receive  the  freight,  because  the  captain  had  engaifed 
ft  return  cargo,  w^ich  he  was  anxious  to  get  on  board  ; 
»ndthal,  inconsequence  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
^gent  to  receive  tbe  freight,  be  lost  the  chance  of  procur- 
KVaretumcatgo.  In  the  second  placr,  it  does  not  ap- 
Ijswthat  the  vessel  was  detained  by  an  embargo,  but 
tut  the  less  was  sustained  wholly  through  Uic  negligence 
of  tbe  United  States'  i^nt.  In  the  third  place,  it  docs 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  oilier  cargo  on  btwrd,  ex- 
cept the  riiipiBcnt  by  tiie  United  States  I'ram  this  coni< 
ptOBoa  of  the  casc^  it  is  evident  that  the  case  of  Forrest 


forms  no  precedent  for  this  case.  It  must  stand  on  Hi 
own  merits  ;  and  if  I  have  succeeded  in  riiowingit  has 
no  solid  foundation  on  ita  own  merits.  I  trust  tius  lull 
will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  general  principle  was, 
that,  unless  there  was  a  stipulation  entered  into  by  the 
charter  party,  theparfy  fleighting  the  vessel  was  liable  to 
discharge  her.  llie  vesseFwas  fully  freighted  by  tbe 
United  States  ;  and  'it  had  been  decided  by  Judge  iohU' 
son  that,  if  a  vessel  wfere  detained  by  the  United  States, 
they  were  liable.  It  appeared  by  the  papers^  that  the  de* 
lay  was  caused  by  the  United  States,  as  the  vessd  would 
have  been  discharged,  had  It  not  been  detained  by  Mr. 
Lowrie,  the  United  States*  Agent :  and  the  reason  why 
he  detained  her,  was,  that  the  city  had  been  destroyed 
by  an  earthqiiake.  As  to  tiie  embaigo,  it  was  laid  after 
the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  which  was  not  detiuned  at  Ia- 
guiralbr  the  purpose  of  taking  in  her  return  catgo,  but 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  discharging— although,  a« 
fast  as  the  cargo  was  discharged,  the  return  cargo  was 
taken  in,  so  as  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  becoming  light, 
which  would  have  been  injurious  to  her.  As  to  uie  em- 
bargo, it  appeared  that  it  was  laid  after  the  vessel  arrived. 
l*bae  was  no  diflerence  in  this  head.  The  only  question 
was,  whether,  if  this  vessel  Was  detained  by  the  United 
States*  Agent  for  30  or  30  days,  and  lost  her  royage  in 
consequence,  the  Government  ought  not  to  pay  the  de- 
murrage, and  at  least  compensate  for  the  delay.  It  was 
not  asked  that  tbe  Government  should  pay  fur  the  vessel, 
which  was  lost  on  account  of  this  delay.  The  voyage,  it 
would  be  recollected,  was  a  voyagb  of  charity,  and  it 
would  certainly  be  hard  to  make  our  own  citizens  suffer 
from  ft  fault  not  tlieir  Own.  The  esse  of  Forrest  was  a 
aimiiar  one  to  this.  His  loss  was  caused  by  being  de. 
taiiicd  by  the  Agent  of  llie  Government ;  and  such  was 
the  case  in  this  instance.  The  loss  suflVred"  by  Forrest 
had  been  paid  by  Congress,  after  much  discussion  ;  and 
this  was  a  case  equally  entitled  to  be  remunerated. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  in  relation  to  tlie  em- 
bargo, "  he  would  refer  to  the  memorial  of  the  applicant, 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  embargo  was  Inid  previous 
to  tlie  aiTival  of  the  vessel.  As  to  the  freight,  l*e  was 
still  confident  that  the  vessel  was  riot  freighted  entirely  by 
the  United  States.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  would 
observe,  that,  among  the  papers,  wasabill  of  salcof  vari- 
ous  articles,  which  surely  made  no  part  of  the  freight  of 
the  United  States  qn  board.  Whether  tlie  delay  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  United  States'  aeent,  was  doub  M,  ^^  it 
was  not  certain  that  the  captain  importuned  the  agent  to 
discharge  his  vessel.  No  evidence  of  the  fiict  appeared 
amonjj  the  papers.  In  the  case  of  Forrest  it  *as  different. 
He  applied  continually  to  the  agent,  urging  him  to  dis- 
charge the  vessel.  He  alludtfd  to  the  protest  of  the  cap- 
tain, to  show  that  the  embargo  was  laid  previous  to  his 
arrival  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  competent  to  him  to 
deny  In  liis  affidavit  a  statement  made  in  his  protest. 

Mr.  WOODUUIIY  observed,  tliat  the  vessel  arrived  at 
Lai^uirain  June,  and  in  July  a  change  took  place  in  the 
Government,  and  the  embargo  was  laid.  Besides,  the  pe- 
titioners state  tliat  Mr  Lowrie,  the  agent,  wa»  frequently 
called  on  by  the  captain,  and  urged  to  expedite  the  dis- 
charge of  the  vessel.  Whether  the  schooiici"  was  fully 
rreiglitt'd  by  the  United  States^  lie  did  not  know ;  hut  tie 
presumed  it  was. 

The  question  being  Uken  on  filling  Uie  blank  i»  the 
bill  w»th  the  sum  of  one  tliousand  dolbrs,  it  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  then  oceurriiig, 
the  yeas  and  roiys  were  called  for  by  Mr.  WOODBURY, 
and  the  call  having  been  sustained  : 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  whether  tfiei-e 
was  evidence,  Uiat  any  jtart  of  tlic  coi^u  belonged  to  the 
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owner.  It  mn  cleu-,  that^  ifa  part  of  the  cargo  was  the 
property  <^  the  owner,  he  ought  lo  bear  part  uf  the  de- 
murrage. 

Mr.  FOOT  observed,  that  he  had  adverted  lo  the  sales 
of  articles  not  belonging  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
iinee  refierred  to  the  document^  and  found  that  the 
amoant  <if  the  mIck  was  $  1  »300. 

Hr.  WOODBURY  nid,  that  those  sales  were  chiefly 
of  articles  taken  in  ai  a  return  cargo,  with  the  exception 
of  the  stores  of  the  vessel,  and  not  part  of  the  cargo  car^ 
tied  out 

[At  the  request  oi  Mr.  FOOT,  the  account  of  sales 
was  then  read,  and  comprised  a  variety  of  articles,  such 
as  beef,  pork,  cheese,  hog's  lard,  etc.] 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  unquesUoiubl^  all  the  ar- 
ticles^ excepting  the  proviuons,  were  talian  lu  at  Lagui- 
n.  It  would  be  recolleeted  that  the  vessel  was  broken 
up  there  :  and  consequently  all  her  provisions  and  stores 
were  sold.  They  comprised  -all  but  a  few  of  the  articles 
named  in  the  account  uif  sales,  and  those  fe>v  were  part 
of  the  return  cargo. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  tliat  tliis  bill  bad  been  twice 
before  the  Senate,  and  had  each  time  been  hvonbiy  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Comndttee  on  Commerce.  The 
amount  only  of  the  compensation  has  formerly  been  disa 
greed  upon.  I'he  amount  now  proposed,  was  the  lowest 
estimate  that  had  been  mentioned.  Whether  the  princi- 
ples by  whicli  the  other  House  decided  claims  like  this, 
were  appUcable  to  the  Senate,  he  did  not  know.  But 
the  House  of  Representatives  had,  be  was  informed,  given 
ft  deciuon  in  favor  of  two  claims  exactly  similar  to  this. 

Mr-  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana  said,  that  thin  claim 
Iwd  been  examined  last  year  in  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, aiul  the  liu:tB  appeared  to  be  these.  The  vessel 
in  question.was  engaged  by  the  United  States  to  carry 
out  provisions  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  Laguira, 
where  an  earthquake  had  causi-d  great  suffering.  The 
hari>or  of  Laguira  is  sticb,  tliat  vessels  are  not  able  to  ap- 
proach the  port ;  but  are  Uiachuged  at  a  distance  by  the 
means  of  lignters.  On  the  arrival  uf  the  vessel  there,  the 
.captain  was  obliged  to  ket- p  his  cargo  on  boani,  and  dis- 
chcive  it  as  he  could — and  as  lie  discharged,  to  keep  his 
vessel  in  proper  trim  ;  he  also  took  in  his  return  cargo. 
While  thus  waiting  to  discharge  his  freight,  a  change  in 
the  Government  took  place,  and  the  Koyalists  took  pos- 
sesiiion  of  the  vessel,  supposing  that  the  provisions  on 
board  were  intended  to  supply  the  patriots.  After  hold- 
ing her  a  con^erable  time,  she  was  given  up.  The 
dnef  cause  of  her  seizure,  was  the  fact  of  iter  having  no 
papers,  as  the  Spanish  authorities  could  not  give  papers 
to  a  Patriot  port.  The  vessel  was  seized,  because  the 
United  States'  agent  could  not  discliarge  tlie  cai^o  j  and 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  and  detention,  she  was  en. 
tircly  lost,  being  condemned  as  unaeaworthy.  I'he  ap- 
plii»uts  came  to  the  Senate,  to  be  remunerated  for  their 
IMS.  In  the  Committee,  the  question  had  been  discussed, 
as  to  V'hose  duty  it  was  to  dischai^e  the  cargo— and  it 
was  stated  by  a  gentleman  uf  great  commercial  expe- 
rience, that  it  was  an  universal  lule  that,  in  ports  where 
it  was  uecessary  to  divcharge  the  cargo  by  the  means  of 
lighters,  the  discharge  was  the  duty  of  the  consignee. 
The  caplain  was  not,  in  such  cases,  required  to  Und  his 
curgo  un  the  wharf,  because  it  was  out  of  his  pow^  to  do 
so.  The  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Laguira,  in  this 
case,  could  not,  and  did  not,  pruvide  lighters  for  the  pur- 
pose, and,  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  the  vensel  was 
seized,  condemned,  and  finally  lost.  The  question  now 
was,  whetlu  r  the  United  States  wmdd  give  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  remunerate  the  owner  for  the  detention,  it 
was  thought  that  the  principle  which  applied  to  a  case 
bet«'cen  two  individuals,  was  equally  applicable  to  one 
between  the  Government  and  an  tnmvidual.  Suppose, 
said  Hr.  J.  two  persons  enter  into  a  contract,  by  which 


one  of  them  Is  to  cany  a  cargo  to  a  certun  port,  there  ta 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  other  party,  if  the  conagnec  in 
this  case  refuses  to  receive  the  freight,  or  neglects  it  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  suffers  injury 
from  detention,  the  conngnee  is  liable  for  the  demurrage 
If  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foot]  aaj^s 
betrae,  thtftputofthe  cargo  belonged  to  theownerof 
the  vessel,  it  formed  another  case.  But  he,  [Mr.  J.]  ner. 
er  heard  that  any  part  of  the  camo  belonged  to  any  other 
individual;  if  it  did,  that  individual  ought  to  pay  bis  pro. 
per  share  of  the  demurrage.  If  he  owned  one  tlurd  of  the 
cargo,  one  third  of  the  demurtage  ought  to  be  pud  hr 
him,  and  in  that  ratio.  The  principle  on  which  this  btO 
was  framed,  was  the  same  as  that  in  the  claim  of  Forreat, 
and  he  could  see  no  difTerence  between  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  siud  that  the  Goreraaieot  had  often 
done  what  ought  not  to  have  been  done,  and  this  ap- 

E eared  to  present  one  of  the  instances.  He  did  not  know 
y  what  authority  the  Government  had.  In  the  firM  place, 
taken  the  money  of  the  People  to  carry  it  abroad  for  the 
benefit  of  foreigners.  It  appeared,  however,  that  they 
did  do  BO.  The  intervention  of  hostilities  bad  caused  the 
loss  of  the  vessel.  It  appeared  tbst  there  was  oUier  car. 
go  on  board  than  that  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  under  Heaven,  why  the  Go* 
vemment  dioutd  pay  more  than  a  share  of  the  loss. 

Mr.  FOOT  aaked  an  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  LouiNana,  [Mr.  Jobhbtov]  of  one  reroaric  made  by 
him.  He  had,  in  speaking  of  the  sale,  said,  **if  thestate- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  be  true."  I, 
said  Mr.  Foot,  in  making  that  statement,  referred  to  the 
documents  themselves,  and  1  wish  to  know  whether  the 
gentieman  questions  the  fact  i  ^ 

Mr.  JOHNSTOX,  of  Louiuaoa  said,  by  no  means.  Tlie 
gentieman  from  New  Hampshire  had  expressed  a  doubt 
whether  the  gouds  sold  were  part  of  the  cargo  carried  to 
Laguira;  and  upon  that  doubt  he,  [Mr.  J.]  had  grounded 
the  hypothetical  remark,  as  to  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tieman from  Connecticut  The  Senator  Irom  Maine  nd 
taken  a  wrong  view  of  the  case.  The  damage  done  to 
the  vessel  was  caused  by  her  detention  by  the  Unitc4 
States'  agent-  The  detention  afVer  the  seizure,  was  of  a 
difTcreni  nature  from  that  previous  to  tlurt  event,  alttMMigfa 
all  the  detention,  even  after  that,  was  consequential  upon 
that  caused  primarily  by  the  Agent. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  SMd  he  did  not  think  it  necesaaiy  to 
explain  the  orcumslances  of  the  case,  after  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentieman  from  New  Hampshire.  He  would, 
however,  remark,  that  a  claim  put  in  in  tiie  case  of  For- 
rest, of  exactly  similar  character,had  been  formerly  allowed. 
If  the  Senate  rejected  this  bill,  it  would  be  a  declaration 
that  they  had  one  rule  for  Forrest  and  another  for  Ogden. 

Mr.  FOOT  called  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York  to  the  difference  in  the  testimony  in  the  two 
cases.  In  that  of  Forrest  it  was  proved  that  the*captau 
called  on  tbe  Agent  every  day,  requesting  him  to  tfis- 
charge  his  vessel,  and  by  bis  own  neglect  was  prevented 
from  obtaining  a  return  cargo.  While  the  proof  in  this 
does  not  shew  any  such  application,  or  that  tne  delay  was 
caused  by  the  Agent :  for  the  captain  allows  that  there 
was  an  embargo.  In  the  case  of  Fcnrest  there  was  none. 
The  captain  aUo  states  in  his  protest,  tiiat,  oonsida^ng  Ms 
vessel  safe,  he  did  not  take  steps  to  Mcure  her,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  army.  Shev;ing  that,  until  his  vessel  was 
seized,  he  dUI  not  consider  the  delay  at  all  important. 

Mr.  WOODBUUY  said  that  the.  protest  of  the  cap- 
tain was  made  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  the  whole  vessel. 
But  in  the  affidavit  of  the  captain,  be  declares  that  Mr. 
Lowrie  was  repeatedly  called  on  and  would  not  discharge 
the  vessel.  All  the  articles  named  in  the  list  of  articles 
sold  would  be  found  to  be,  with  one  or  two  trifliiur  ex< 
ceptions,  the  stores  taken  on  board  for  the  use  of  the 
crew.   It  appeared,  thereftve,  that  the  Testel  wm  entife* 
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^  fr«g*tetl  hy  the  United  States,  and  her  Ion  occaiion- 
ed  by  the  act  of  the  Agent    the  GovemmenL 

Mr.  SUtTU,  of  South  Carolina,  would  say  but  a  few 
wonU.  This  case  was  exactly  similar  to  that  of  Forrest, 
in  wluch  he  had  formerly  some  i«ency.  It  was  twice  i-e- 
^ectcd,andat  length  the  demand  was  granted-  In  that 
iiwtance  reference  had  been  had  to  tbe  charter,  party ;  and 
he  would  refer  to  that  instrument  in  this.  If  the  chwter- 
p»rly  had  stipulated  that  the  Uruted  States  should  dia- 
cliarge  the  ressel  at  Laguira,  then  they  would  be  bound, 
in  dmuU  of  their  Agent  to  do  so,  to  indeVnnify  the  owner 
lor  hia  losa.  But  the  charter-party  states  no  such  thin^. 
On  tbe  contmary,  it  goe%  on  to  state  that  the  captain 
"dull  proceed  to  the  port  ofLaguira*  and  there  ^acbarge 
''btscamo.**  Bit  vas  to  disehai]^  it.  He  was  not  to 
crilon  Uie  Agent,  but  to  do  it  himself.  And  he  would 
have  been  ju«ti6cd,  aAer  haviijg  called  on  the  Agent,  iu 
putting  the  goods  on  the  wharf,  and  leaving  them.  Mr. 
S  saiahe  recollected  that  Forrest's  claim  was  rejected  at 
first,  on  that  very  ground.  But  in  this  case  also,  the  loss 
for  detention  (the  very  loss  complained  of)  was  provided 
for  in  the  policy  of  inautancet  It  belonged  to  the  cap- 
tain to  dischai^  the  msel «  ami  after  the  refusal  of  the 
Ageo^  he  febould  bare  landed  his  etrgo  on  the  wharf  and 
left  it. 

Mr.  SMt'l'Ii,  nf  Maryland,  said,  that  tlie  custom,  in  re- 
latioa  to  dischatging,  was  diflTerent  in  various  ports.  In 
some  it  was  done  at  the  wharves  ;  in  others,  >n  the  stream. 
In  tlie  latter  case,  discharging  consisted  in  delivering  the 
gmds  from  the  deck.  And  when  the  cons^ce  had  re- 
ceived them  in  his  lighters  or  boats,  the  cuptain  had  no 
more  liability  for  their  safety.  It  was  so  in  Laguira, — it 
wu  also  so  in  Holland — the  Captain  is  disclia^fed  froni 
his  obUgation  when  he  drops  the  articles  from  his-crane. 
Such  was  also,  tlie  custom  in  the  Havana.  So  Uiat,  iu 
those  ports,  the  master  of  a  vessel  could  not  undertake, 
to  digpdiar^e  into  lighters  on  his  own  req>onsit»litY,  with- 
oat  aasumtng  tbe  nsk  of  Ihe  cargo  from  the  vessel  to  the 
dure.  He  could  notdisclurge,  in  such  cases,  if  tbe  con- 
■gnee  refused  to  do  it :  because  he  would  not  run  the 
w.  As  to  tite  underwriters,  he  did  not  think  they  were 
bound  for  this  delay,  or  to  make  good  any  loss  occasioned 
by  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiaiana,  cunsiilcred  Itiat  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  narrowed  tha  subject 
toa  pmntt  on  whidi  the  only  question  before  the  Senate 
rested.    Mr.  J.  said,  he  liad  no  doubt  whatever,  that,  if 
tbe  captiiit  had  laid  the  cargo  on  the  wharf,  he  would 
have  been  perfectly  justified.    Hut  Laguirais  peculiar. 
Ij  nluaied.    A  vessel  cannot  apprciachihe  wliarves';  and, 
tocretwe,  the  captain  could  not  be  bound  to  dischai-ge 
Ihe  cat^  on  the  wharf.    The  law  i<i  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  ptom  where  vessels 
can  approach  tbe  wlian*es  t  but  tt  is  diflTerent  in  ports 
*here  they  cannot,  and  on  this  subject  the  Committee 
lot  year  made  inquiry.  In  such  ports  the  master  delivei-s 
the  cargo  to  the  consignee  in  lighten ;  and  the  consignee  I 
iiaccouiiuble  if  he  does  not  receive  it.    At  the  tunc  of ' 
(be  srrival  of  the  vessel  in  questinu,  the  pkcc  was  in 
(Rat  confusion.    An  earthquake  had  visited  that  town, 
»d  the  inhabitanU  for  whose  relief  this  vessel  was  cai  ry- 
■og  pnmuons,  were  in  great  distresti.    At  this  juiiclni-e 
theOovemment  Agent  could  not  get  a  sufficient  number 
of  lighters  to  despatch  the  vessel  promptly.    I'he  cap- 
bin  was  compelled  to  allow  a  gradual  discharge  of  the 
and  while  this  was  going  on,  tiie  forcas  of  the 
8paniali  army  arrived  and  tlie  vessel  was  seized.  Now 
the  only  question,  said  Mr.  J.  is,  on  whom  most  the  con- 
iequencci  fidl  *   Uuat  it  be  on  the  Govarnment  or  the 
nvattt  The  Captain  was  not  in  iault.    He  did  not  slay 
inere  willingly — but  by  force.    He  had  every  object  in 
liWening  his  departure.    His  manifest  interest  was  to 
t^t  in  liii  return  cargo,  and  return  home.   It  seemed, 
Tn.  13^*48 


therefore,  that  the  responnbility  fell  upon  the  United 
States.  He  thought  it  clear  from  the  law  obMrved  in  re> 
gard  to  porta  where  vessels  were  discharged  by  lighten* 
that  the  Cmtcd  States  ought  to  pay  for  this  loss. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  remarked,  that  'it  was  the  practice  in 
Laguira  to  discharge  with  lighters.  It  was  also  the  case 
in  Amsterdam  i  yet  no  di0erent  statement  was  made  in 
the  charter-party  or  the  bill  of  lading,  betw.een  those 
ports  and  others. 

Hr.  BELL  aaid,  tlut  the  equity  of  the  claim  rested  on 
the  allegation  that  the  delay  which  caused  the  loss  of  the 
veastl,  was  occasioned  by  the  Agent  of  the  United  States. 
But,  said  Mr.  B.  bas  be  established  that  ftct I  think  not. 
There  ia  also  another  &ct,  (^'importance.  It  was,  that  an 
embargo  was  laid  upon  trade  at  that  time ;  by  which  it  ia 
to  be  presumed  the  vessel  would  have  been  detained, 
even  had  the  United  States'  Afrent  caused  no  delay.  It 
did  nut  appeor  when  this  embairo  took  place,  lii.  B. 
believed  it  was  in  the  montti  of  July.  He  would  ask 
whether  it  had  been  proved  conclusively  what  detaineil 
the  vessel  after  the  embargo  *  Whether  it  was  the  Go- 
vernment Agent,  or  the  embargo  ?  If  it  was  the  latter, 
tbe  Government  are  not  accountable  i  if  tbe  former,  they 
are.  If  it  could  have  been  proved  that  it  wu  not  the  em- 
bargo that  delayed  her,  he  should  suppose  that  it  would 
have  been  dune.  As  it  was  extremely  doubtful,  Mr.  B. 
wished  that  the  bill  might  be  allowed  to  rest  where  it  wa* , 
until  these  questions  should  have  bircn  answered. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said  a  few  words.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  interest  had  been  added  to  the  claim,  to  make 
the  sum  one  thousand  dollars  ?  If  it  liad  been.  It  oiiriit 
to  he  stricken  out.  He  was  opposed  to  the  gift  uit 
made,  as  he  saw  no  right  that  Go.emment  had  to  make 
it. 

Mr.  SMI  TH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  gentle* 
man  from  New  York  seemed  tu  argue  that  this  bitlought 
to  pass  because  that,  in  VtMTest's  case  the  money  was 
gi-anted.  But  that  was  not  at  all  wonderfbl.  Congren 
rejected  such  applications  from  year's  end  to  year's  end  : 
yet  they  came  back  again.  The  applicanta  were  not  ea* 
sily  discouraged  :  they  watched  a  favorable  opportunity, 
and  ulthough  ol\en  refused,  at  last  succeeded.  He  knew 
that  this  was.iiut  tlie  first  case  of  the  kind  t  and  he  would 
lie  bound  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  the  last.  People 
were  not  disposed  to  take  one  or  two  or  three  denials,  for 
adecisi<Hi.  It  is  said,  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland, 
and  Louisiana,  that  it  was  the  custoih  to  discharge  with 
lighters  at  Laguira.  But  was  it  the  part  of  tlic  United 
States  to  inquire  whellicr  they  landed  cargoes  with  light- 
ers or  not  ?  No,  Sir.  The  Captiiin  was  bound  to  dis- 
charge his  freight  even  wliere  Miere  was  no  stipulation  to 
that  effect  j  but  here  was  an  alwolute  agreement  on  his 
part  to  do  it.  It  miglit  be  a  custom  to  mscharve  in  the 
stream  at  Laguira  ;  but  it  was  not  a  custom  sanctioned  by 
law.  Individuals  might  make  what  agreements  they 
please;  but  the  United  States  were  not  bound  by  the 
custom  of  the  port,  u'dcss  they  agreed  to  go  by  it.  Tlie 
other  ]>»rties  agreed  (o  discharge  the  cargo.  Had  the 
United  States  agreed  to  do  it,  then  the  chum  now  made 
would  be  a  just  one.  1  do  maintwn,  [said  Mr.  S.]  that 
tbe  Captain  would  hare  been  justified  in  landing  the  car- 
go at  the  risk  of  the  Governnienl.  He  ^d  not  do  m 
yet  he  now  comes  in  with  a  demand  for  demuirage,  as 
llioiigh  the  remedy  ajraiiuit  his  delay  had  not  been  tn  his 
own  nandti.  The  presumption  would  have  been  againut 
die  Government  had  not  the  stipuUtton  been  made  in  the 
charter  party  that  the  Captain  was  to  discharge  his  ves- 
sel. Are  we  then  to  sit  here,  at  the  distance  of  fourteen 
year^  to  ai:gucupon  claimsfrom  year's  endtoyear'a.end, 
to  reject  from  sesaioii  to  session,  until,  having  been  tired 
out.  Congress  at  laat  yields  to  the  applicanta  7  He  knew 
but  one  way  to  prevent  iL  He  could  think  of  no  rule  by 
which  this  waste  of  time  could  btiM«vente(^>ut  by  ea- 
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Ublisliinga  rule  that  the  Senate,  lifter  having  once  fiilly 
decided  upon  a  claim,  would  not  hear  it  a  second  time. 

Mr-  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  if  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  said  that  if  the 
United  States,  hi  the  charter  mrty,  had  stipulated  to  dia. 
chaise  the  cargo,  then*  and  tlieii  only»  would  they  have 
been  liable  for  the  delay  which  U  said  to  have  been  caus- 
ed by  the  Government  Agent.  But.  said  Mr.  3.]  I  main- 
tain that  the  Captain  was  not  obliged  to  put  the  goods  on 
riiore.  What  is  a  discharge  ?  It  does  not  mean  alwajfs 
the  puUing  of  goods  on  the  shore.  Whatever  method  is 
{bllovedt  whether  the  goods  are  put  on  a  wharf  or  into  a 
lighter,  the  moment  they  leave  tne  deck  of  the  vessel 
they  an  discharged.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  I  say,  [said  Mr.  S.]  that  the  United  States 
in  bound  to  know  that,  at  Lagiiira,  cargoes  are  landed  by 
ligliters.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  port,  founded  upon  lo- 
cal necessity,  and  the  laws  arc  regulated  accordingly. 
For  instance,  [said  Mr.  S.]  the  Captain  of  a  vessel  is  en- 
gaged to  goto  Rotterdam,  and  there  to  discharge  his  car- 
go. Wet),  sir,  he  goes  there,  and  he  dischai^  his  cargo 
ihirty  miles  from  the  port.  It  is  the  custom  to  do  so, 
and  when  he  puts  the  goods  into  the  hands  of  the  con> 
Mgnee,  along-side,  he  does  efTectually  discharge  the  car- 
go as  much  as  though  he  had  seen  (hem  landed  on  the 
wharf.  In  the  porta  of  Baltimore  and  Boston  it  was  the 
custom  to  discbarge  upon  the  wharves ;  it  was  not  an  in 
Rotterdam  or  London  ;  and  in  each  place  Captains  were 
obfiged  tofollov  the  custom  of  the  port.  Then  it  was 
clear  that  the  obligation  to  dischatve  was  limHed  to  put 
ting  the  goods  on  shore,  and  each  party  to  a  contract 
was  bound  to  know  the  law  in  relation  to  discharging  in 
tiie  port  for  which  the  vessel  is  cleared. 

Mr.  SMITH,  ol  South  Carolina,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions. He  had  been  told  that  this  was  not  the  first  time 
this  application  had  been  before  the  Senate,  Aid  to  him 
H  seemed  useless  and  improper  that  the  Senate  should 
be  employed  from  year's  end  to  years'  end,  on  a  transac- 
Uot)  ofifburteen  ye»rs'  standing. 

Mr.  VAN  BlTRGN  said,  that,  in  reply  to  a  remark  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  he  would  merely  state, 
that  this  application  had  never  been  refused.  Two  com- 
mittees had  reported  favorably  upon  it,  and  the  only 
point  of  (URerence  was,  the  sum  to  be  awanled. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked,  that  if  it 
hatl  not  been  refused,  he  should  suppose  the  petitioners 
would,  by  this  time,  have  received  their  money. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  charter-party,  which  our  reporter  did  not 
hear.  In  relation  to  the  embargo,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
quiries of  his  Cdlleague,  he  woiild.state,  that  the  testimo- 
ny on  tlie  subject  went  to  show,  that,  had  not  the  vessel 
been  delayed  by  the  Government  agent,  the  embaivo 
would  notnave  operated  upon  her.  The  affidavit  of  the 
CapUin  states  this  most  oositively,  and,  if  it  was  not  so, 
he  was  perjured.  No  better  testimony  could  be  had. 
He  states  positively,  that  he  was  delayed  by  the  United 
States*  Agent,  until  the  change  took  place  in  the  Govmi- 
ment,  and  the  embargo  was  Uid,  and  he  closes  his  affida- 
vit with  a  sUtement,  that  he  ahould  have  been  able  to 
leave  before  the  change  In  the  Government,  but  from  the 
lefusnl  of  the  agent  to  provide  means  for  discharging  the 
vessel.  As  to  the  charter  partj-,  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  for  calling  at- 
tention to  it,  because  it  established  a  fact,  concerning 
which  there  had  been  some  debate.  That  instrument 
shewed  clearly,  that  the  vessel  was  wholly  fVeighted  by 
the  government.  |.Mr.  W.  here  read  an  extract  from  the 
instrument  to  show,  that  the  whole  vessel,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  room  for  sea  stores,  ftc.  w«8  engaged  by  the 
United  States.]  It  had  been  established  by  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  demurrage  should  be 
oiade  good  by  the  p^y  bjr  wbom  the  deby  was  caused. 


The  same  principle  had  been  established  by  the  Senate 
in  the  case  of  Forrest  As  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bbaxch  Ite  would  re- 
mark, that  interest  was  not  calculated  on  the  aiDomt  of 
demuira^.  But,  the  question  in  the  committee  bed 
been  whether  it  ottgbt  to  be  extended,  not  only  to  the 
delay  occasioned  by  the  Agent,  wtuch  amounted  te 
about  600  dolkirs,  but  to  the  delay  occanonedby  the  em- 
bargo. It  was  thought  equitable  to  give  demurrage  ob 
the  whole  period  of  delay,  making  it  amount  to  a  tbea- 
sand  dollars. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  engroawig  the  bO^ 
it  was  negatived,  by  the  following  rote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Rarnanl,  Barton,  Benton,  Berrre*. 
Bonligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Ring,  Ki^^t,  Hty 
Lane,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Seymour,  Sildiee,  Sndth  of  He* 
ryland,  Van  Buren,  Woodbury — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Brancb,  Chandler. 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ellis.  Foot,  Hendricks,  Kane, 
HNKinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Parrts,  Hidgely.  fnuth  of Soudi 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tliomas,  l^ler.  White.  WUley— ^ 

CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILADELPIHA- 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday — the  bill  to  com- 
pensate Susan  DL-catur,  (.widow  of  the  late  Stephen  De> 
catur)  and  others— was  then  taken  up  t  and  tbc  amend- 
ments ofTered  yesterday  having  been  agreed  to— 

.Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  did  not  tise  to  renew  the 
motion  which  the  Senate  had  yesterday  refused  to  adopt 
nor  to  offer  any  amendment  to  the  bill.  His  sole  object 
was,  to  perform  an  act  of  justice  to  the  individuals,  at 
whose  instance,  and  on  whose  claims  he  had  asked  an 
inquiry,  and  particularly  to  the  individual  by  whom  the 
paner  was  furnished  which  he  had  presented  when  the 
bill  was  last  before  the  Senate.  Since  then  he  hwi  at* 
tentively  compared  that  paper  wnth  the  log  book  of  tfiA 
brig  Syren,  and  though  it  purported  to  be  copied  from 
the  journal  of  Mr.  De  Krafu,  then  a  junior  officer  «f^  tbe 
brig  Syren,  and  no  doubt  was  so  copied,  yet,  in  fS»ct,  tt 
was,  verbatim  et  literatim,  a  copy  of  the  log-book  oTthe 
brig.  However,  therefore,  gentlemen  mig1»t  treat  it  as 
the  work  of  n  young  gentleman  writing  for  bia  own 
amusement,  and  with  less  knowledge  of  tlie  &cU  than 
his  superior,  it  certainly  did  contun  a  futhfiil  narratiTe  of 
the  events  of  that  day,  and  of  the  movements  and  coun- 
ter niovemeiite  of  the  brig,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
that  these  statements  were  in  conflict  will)  all  nautical 
rule  and  propriety. 

He  had  also  learned,  that,  at  the  same  session  of  Coo* 
gress  to  which  Mrs.  Uecatur  had  first  presented  licr 
claim,  or  at  the  session  next  succeeding  it,  so  socm  as  in- 
formation of  the  fact  was  carried  into  the  country,  aoioeef 
tbe  officers  of  the  Syren  had  furnished  litcts.  and  state* 
menls,  to  enable  an  honoruble  member  of  the  other 
House  (where  the  claim  was  pending )  to  urge  andenftnce 
their  demands.  At  the  first  prac'icable  period,  they  had  pre- 
setted themselves  as  of  the  number  of  those  entitled  to 
share  in  the  munificeiice  of  the  country.  Witboat  tbe 
least  design  to  lessen  the  merit  of  their  brave  companionih 
who  acquired  imperishable  gloi^,  they  allege,  and  then 
alleged,  thut  they- participated  in  the*  common  peril  of 
the  brilliant  enterprise.  When  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  was  yesterday  under  discussion,  the  supposed 
failure  to  present  these  claims  at  an  earlier  period,  seem- 
ed to  be  tne  most  prominent  objection  to  the  proposition, 
and  it  was  due  to  the  parties  concerned,  now'  to  c&rrect 
the  error,  into  which  the  Senate  wm  led,  from  the  want 
of  information. 

Mr.  H  ARUISON  said,  that  it  was  due  to  the  individual 
who  yesterday  laid  a  papi:-r  before  the  Senate,  to  say  that 
he.  Mr.  II.,  did  not  intend  to  attribute  to  him  a  witnil  in> 
correctness  in  bis  statement   He  merely  intended  to  op< 
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poae  receiving  a  Biatement  differing  from  the  official  one, 
which  was  so  fullj  nipported  hy  tettimonjr. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  say  any  things 
fortheron  the  subject.  But  he  would  observe,  that,  since 
yesterday,  he  had  examined  the  documents  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  u-aa  ready  to  show,  from  Commodore 
Stewart's 'ofBct&t  statement,  that  the  boats  of  the  Syren 
never  formed  a  junction  with  the  Intrepid. 

The  bm  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroMcd  fiir  a  third 
reading,  by  the  following  vole  : 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benion,  Benien, 
BouKgirr,  Chambers,  Cluue,  Dlckenon,  BHia,  FoOt,  liar- 
risMt,  Hajrne,  Hendricfcs,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  McKinley,  McLane,  Parrii, 
I^d^Iyi  Robbins,  Uowan,  Silnbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White,  WiUey,  Woodbury.— 32. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Enton,  Knight,  ]>lacjn,  Nobi?,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Williams. — 13. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  prices  of  the  Public  Lands  wai 
then  taken  up,  and  the  motion  to  amend,  made  by  Mr. 
HENDRICKS,  on  the  28tli  ult.  being  unde*  consideration  ; 

Hr.  KANE,  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable 
kngth. 

Mr.  VAN  BURENtben  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  called  up 
on  Monday. 

The  Seuate  then  adjourned. 

UpsDiT„  Fbhbdabx  11,  1838. 
CAPTORS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  Busan  Decatur,  and 
Mbets,  eame  up  for  a  tlurd  reading. 

Hr.  HAVNE  said,  that,  since  this  bill  was  last  before 
the  Senate,  he  had  been  shewn  a  statement,  suid  to  have 
been  made  l»y  a  respectable  naval  officer,  in  which  it  is 
lUeged.  that  the  report  ot  the  Naval  Committee  is  incor- 
rect in  one  or  two  particulars.    Mr.  H.  said,  as  he  was 
czlremely  unwilfing  to  have  it  supposed,  for  a  moment, 
thata  measure  like  this  was  indebted  for  ilssnecessto  er- 
nneoas  statements,  however  unimportant  in  themselves, 
or  however  unconsciously  committed,  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  notice  these  alleged  errors.     It  was  stat- 
rd,  in  the  <ii-st  placi:,  that  the  condition  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  Turks,  and  her 
dettnietion  by  Decatur,  was  much  worec  than  the  report 
whibits.    It  is  stated  in  the  report  that  she  was  got  off" 
the  rocks  without  mattnial  damage,  and  that,  at  the  time 
«f  her  destruction,  she  was  moored  in  the  harbor,  *•  ready 
for  lea,"   These  fects  were  asserted  on  the  anthoritj*  of 
the  report  of  the  Naval  Committte  of  the  House  of  Re- 
ptescntativej,  made  by  the  late  Doctor  Holcombe,  in 
1826,  and  that  statement  never  ha\ing  been  questioned,  it 
taken  for  granted  that  they  were  correct.    The  fact 
wu  (0  immaterial,  that  it  was  lisrdly  deemed  necessary  to 
■mke  any  veiy  minute  inquiries  m  relation  to  it    I  am 
Wisfied,  however,  thai  the  condition  of  the  frigate 
not  such  as  is  stated  in  tliesc  reports.   It  is  further 
rflcgnl  that  the  condition  of  the  Vniladelphia  was  such 
"to  preclude  the  possibility  of  her  being  brought  out  of 
tn:  liaihor  in  safety.     This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  opi- 
■uoimaMy,  and  it  will  be  seen,  on  referring  to  the  re- 
poH,  that  no  opimon  is  expressed  on  the  point  by  the 
WKnmlttee,  and  the  evidence  only  is  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nile on  which  the  petitioner  relies  in  support  of  her  posi- 
tm.  The  committee  did  not  consider  the  claim  as  rest- 
in  any  material  ilcgreo,  on  that  fact 
In  Conclusion,  sir,  I  will  only  remark,  that  nothing  was 
™^J*"fronT  the  intention  of  the  committee  than  to  impute 
'"wegallB.ii  officer,  who  commanded  the  Philadelphia, 
>t  the  tlipe  tlie  wa%  unfortimatcly  lost,  any  blame  what- 


'  to  imply  that  ahe  was  prematurely  abandoned 
intrary,  1  am  satis6ed  that  the  committee  concui 


ever,  nor  i 

on  the  contrary,  l  am  satistied  that  tbe  committee  concur 
in  the  universal  opinion,  that,  on  that  oeoawon,  as  on  all 
others,  the  conduct  Commodore  Bainbridge  was  such 
as  conferred  honor  on  himself,  as  well  as  on  his  country. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  if  the  sum  of  $  100,'. 00 
was  inserted.  On  the  ground  that  the  Philadelphia  could 
have  been  brought  out  of  the  harbor  d  Tripoli,  and  it  now 
appeared  that  this  was  a  mittake,  he  thought  a  less  sum 
ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  HATNB,  in  reply,  said,  he  had  h^m  men  ex- 
pressly to  contradict  the  idea,  that  the  gnnt  was,  in  any 
respect,  influenced  by  the  tkcx,  whether  the  Philadelphia 
could  or  could  not  have  been  brought  out  of  the  birbor 
of  Tripoli.  The  committee,  if  they  had  considered  it  ma- 
terial, would  have  distinctly  reported  their  opinion  upo^ 
it  i  which  they  had  not  done.  Nor  did  Mr.  U.  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  he  nbw  volunteered  any  opinion  on 
that  point.  The  fact  was  asserted  by  the  petitioner  ;  it 
had  been  insisted  on  elsewhere ;  but  tlie  eommittee  not 
deeming  it  material  to  the  support  of  the  claim,  had  left 
it  to  the  Senate,  on  the  evidence  adduced.  Mr.  H.  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  say  now  that  bhe  could  not  have  been 
brought  out,  and  he  had  never  asserted  that  she  could. 
He  meant  to  express  no  opinion  on  the  subject.  His  ob- 
ject, in  making  this  explanation,  was  to  preclude  the  idea, 
tlut  tlua  bill  wat  fbunded  on  the  opinion  that  the  ftigate 
cotild  have  been  brought  out  of  the  harbor.  He  waned 
it  to  be  distinctly  .understood,  that  it  was  the  opinion'of 
the  committee,  as  well  as  of  this  House,  that  the  capton 
of  the  Philadelphia  were  justly  entitled  to  the  compensa- 
tinn  granted  by  this  bill,  whatever  may  have  been  thc> 
condition  of  the  frigate  at  the  time  she  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Turks,  and  whether  she  could  have  been  ferouglit 
out  of  the  harbor,  or  not. 

The  bill  w«s  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

POWEIIS  OP  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIDGELY,  tlie  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Senate «  when  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  were  severally  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAZE  WELL  then  rose  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  whetlier  the  6th  and  Ttb  rules  bad 
been  considered,  and  whether  the  committee  proposed 
any  alteration  in  them.  Hr.  T.  referred  to  a  decision 
made  in  relation  to  those  rules  by  the  Vice  President  two 
years  ago.  Mr.  T.  thought  then,  and  atiU  diotigh^  that 
the  decision  of  tlie  Vice  President  wascOtrecU  The  Viea 
Prcudent,  in  his  opinion,  had  not  the  power  to  call  a  Se- 
nator to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate-~it  waa  a  pow- 
er that  ought  not  to  be  given  him. 

Hr.  RIDCEI^T,  in  reply,  stated  that  these  rules  (the 
6th  and  7th)  had  been  considered  by  the  committee,  who 
were  of  opinto)i  that  no  alteration  in  them  was  necessary 
or  expedient,  and  that  the  deci^n  under  them  of  the 
Vice  Pi^sidcnt,  alluded  to'  by  tlie  Senator  from  Viiginis, 
was  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  KINO,  a  member  of  the  committee,  made  an  ex- 
planation similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Ridoklt.  He  had  no 
doubt,  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, just  tlluded  to,  was  a  coiTeot  one.  There  was 
one  member  of  the  committee,  however,  who  differed  in 
opinion  with  the  nwjority  in  regard  to  these  rules,  and 
who  had  proposed  an  alteration  of  tltera.  He  wu^  how- 
ever, over-ruled  bv  the  dedtion  of  the  oilier  memben  of 
the  committee,  who  thought  it  best  that  the  rules  should 
remain  as  they  Were. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  declared  himself  to  be  the  member 
of  the  committee  alluded  tt^  wlio  had  proposed  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Cth  mIe  ;  and,  after  being  called  upon  in  tbi* 
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manner,  lie  felt  himseir  bound  to  propose  the  same  ainciid- 
ment  for  the  comidention  of  the  Seiutte  i  and  slinuld  6s- 
aiffn  the  reasons  which  induced  bim  to  offer  that  amend- 
ment in  the  eommitleet  and  which  he  now  felt  it  his  dut^ 
to  tuga  belbre  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  ita  adoption.  Sir, 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  has  atated  very  correctly  the 
proceedings  of  the  evimmittee  on  the  lul^ect.   The  rules 
of  the  Senate  are  few  in  number,  embracing  only  the 
cases  in  which  the  Senate  have  thought  properto  depart 
ffomtheniletof  proceeding  in  Jefferson's  Mantial,  uliich  j 
anpean  to  have  been  adopted  by  conttent,  as  their  guide  in  j 
all  their  deltberationa.    The  6th  and  Ttli  rulea  of  the  Se-  i 
Dtte,  by  the  constniction  given  by  the  present  presiding 
•fficer,  have  put  it  entirely  out  ttf  the  power  of  any  per-  | 
son  to  call  a  Senator  to  «der  for  words  tpoken,  until  the  ^ 
Senator  shall  have  linislied  his  speech.    For,  if  the  pre- 1 
udinr  officer  has  not  the  power,  it  exists  in  no  one ;  for  { 
in  Jefferson's  Manual  it  is  laid  down  explicitly,  that  "  Of-  < 
fensive  words  are  not  to  be  noticed  until  the  member  )>as  ; 
finished  his  speech,  then  they  are  to  be  written  down." 
It  appears  from  this,  that  these  rules,  instead  of  facilitat- 
ing the  butineas,  are  only  calculated  to  produce  embar- 
rasamentt  and  it  is  very  evident  that  such  hu  been 
their  operation  in  relation  to  the  case  to  which  the  Se- 
nator fipDin  Virginia,  [Mr.  TAiswr.tL]  has  alluded.  And, 
ttr,  in  my  opinion,  the  rules  should  either  be  amended  so 
aa  to  recognize  in  the  President  the  power  \o  call  to  or- 
der* or  that  they  abould  be  expunge<I,  and  leave  the  Ma- 
naid  for  our  gukU  t  for,  under  that  rule,  it  is  made  the 
duly  <rf  the  presiding  officer  to  call  to  order :  for,  in 
speaking  of  oflenBive  words  in  debate,  he  nays,  "such 
proceedings.  Mr.  Speaker  ought  to  suppress."    It  would 
aeem  from  the  6th  i-ule,  as  if  it  was  not  contemplated,  that 
the  Preudent  nhotild  call  to  uiiler  for  words  spoken,  be- 
cause the  member  is  required  to  take  his  seut  until  the 
President  decides  wliethcr  he  is  in  or  out  uf  oi-der.  And, 
if  called  to  order  by  the  President,  it  would  seem  unne- 
cessanr  that  he  should  take  his  seat  to  allow  time  fbr  the 
Prement  to  decide  \  for  the  call  to  order  would  of  course 
be  a  decision  in  the  fir^  instance. 

Sir,  I  am  in  fkvor  of  amending  this  rule  in  another  re- 
spect. The  Freaideiit  of  the  Senate  is  not  elected  by  the 
Senate,  and  is  not,  of  course,  amenable  to  the  Senate. 
But,  sir,  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  tlie  power  of  mak- 
ing oiir  own  rules  of  proceedimp-— [Mr.  K.  here  read 
from  the  Constitution,  whii^  aumorizes  each  House  to 
determine  the  rules  of  itsown  procee^nga.]  This  is  the 
only  security  we  .have  against  an  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power  over  our  deliberations.  Our  nil«s  should  pre- 
veribe  to  tbe  President  his  duties,  and  define  bis  powers, 
as  the  presi^ng  officer  oF  the  Senate  )  and  1  am  diposcd 
ko  to  amend  them  as  to  allow  an  appeal  from  every  deci- 
aion  of  the  Chair.  In  this  way,  and  in  this  only,  can  we 
ever  be  secure  from  an  improper  exercise  of  power. 
Thk  leourity  is  g^ren  expreaaly  by  the  Constitution.  Hy 
Ihla amendment  the  Senate  will  be  placed  in  precisely  llie 
same  ntuation,  in  relation  to  the  poweia  of.  the  presiding 
ofGcer,  as  every  other  deliberative  body  ;  and  1  cuunotaee 
aay  reasonable  objection  to  it.  I'hese,  sir,  arc  my  views 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  which  induced  me'to  offer 
tlys  amendment ;  and  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  sound  diacre- 
liuiiof  the  Senate  to  adopt  or  reject  the  amendment,  feel- 
ing no  solicitude  about  the  result,  but  firmly  believing 
either  that  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted,  or  the 
fith  and  7lh  rules  expunged,  so  as  to  relieve  Uie  presid- 
ing officer  from  embarraaament,  and  make  it  hia  duty  (as 
it  clearly  would  be  without  the  rules)  to  call  a  Senator  to 
order  for  "  per  onalities"  or  any  improper  language  in  de- 
bate. But,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  proper  to  have  an  ap. 
nml  from  his  decision  to  the  Senate  ;  otherwise,  I  cannot 
see  bow  tbe  Senate  can  determine  or  control  their  own 
dalibetatioiMasconteiii|rfated  by  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  RUGGLES  w«t  ft  member  of  the  cuDmittce  ap- 


pointed to  revise  the  nilcs  of  the  Senate ;  one  of  the 
meetings  of  which  lie  did  not  attend.  In  relation,  how- 
ever, to  the  amendnvent  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  it  had,  he  believe<l,  been  rejected  by  the 
oomtnittee  on  the  grovind  that  there  was  no  necessity  that 
a  member  should  nt  down  when  cdlcd  to  order,  until  the 
Prewdent  decided  whether  he  were  in  or  out  of  order ; 
because,  by  such  call,  the  President  had  already  decid- 
ed that  he  was  out  of  order.  Perhaps  the  committee 
were  expected  to  express  the  opinion  that  they  did  not 
deem  it  expedient  for  us  to  prescribe  a  rule  to  govern 
the  President  of  Ihia  body,  who  is  not  an  agent  of,  or 
amenable  to  this  body,  but  elected  by  the  People,  and  t» 
them  only  accountable.  Bui  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Conitittition  clearly  vested  the  Vice  Prenident  with  the 
power  of  preserving  order  in  the  (irucceilings  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  be  exercised  in  common  with  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate.  The  very  words  of  the  Constitution 
which  provide  that  tbe  Vice  President  shuii  prrfide  over 
the  Senate,  must  mean  aometbing,  or  they  must  mean  no- 
thing, lie  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Constitutim 
gave  to  the  preuding  officer  tlie  power  of  calling  a  Se* 
nator  to  order  when  using  improper  or  indecent  language. 
Such  language,  said  Mr.  R.,  may  be  used  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  and  if  there  is  no  person  to  call  the  ofTender 
to  order,  he  may  go  on  to  the  greatest  lengths.  The  difr 
ference  between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  was  this — there  the  Speaker  was  elected  by  the 
House,  is  the  agent  of  that  body,  and,  consequently, 
amenable  to  their  authority.  Here  the  case  is  different : 
the  presiding  officer  is  elected  by  the  People  ;  he,  there- 
fore, did  not  believe  tliat  any  appeal  from  bis  decinon 
could  be  had.   In  conclusion,  Mr.  R.  said-  that  the  power 

preserving  order  in  the  Senate,  he  believed  to  be  vested 
in  tlie  Vice  Preudent,  and  if  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  Senate  had  not  already  conferred  this  power,  that  it 
ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  MACON  aaid  that  he  thought  tbe  Prewdent  ongbl 
not  to  call  to  order.  Ue  should  sit  in  hia  seat  to  decide 
between  the  members,  and  be  ought  to  be  pure  and  un- 
biassed, like  a  Judge  upon  the  Bench.  Or,  said  Mr.  U., 
suppose  that  he  improperlv  calls  to  order,  to  whom  are 
yuu  to  appeal  ?  He  is  to  decide  ;  therefore  he  ouglit  t* 
keep  aloof  from  the  cause  of  complaint,  and  not  be  the 
originator,*^  the  call,  ao  as  to  judge  impartially  between 
the  opposite  parties.  He  hail  raUier  leave  It  so,  than  al- 
ter it. 

Ur.  FOOT  perfectly  agreed  with  tlie  Senator  from 
Ohio,  with  the  exception  as  to  the  operation  of  the  rules, 
and  he  must  say,  that,  if  the  rules  had  any  effect,  the  Pre- 
siding officer  had  not  the  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  or- 
der rar  words  spoken  in  debate.  Under  the  Parliament- 
aiy  rule  he  had,  but  under  that  rule  the  member  wa»  not 
to  be  called  to  order  until  be  had  finished  hia  speech.  If, 
then,  the  pre«^i)g  officer  had  not  tbe  power,  and  tba 
Senators  had  not  tfie  power  of  rolling  to  order  for  otBTen- 
uvc  words  spoken,  the  offending  member  ought  go  on  lo 
any  extent.  His  view  of  the  subject  was,  that  the  rules 
should  be  so  altered,  that  a  member  using  improper  lan- 
guage may  be  called  to  order,  and  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer while  speaking. 

Mr.  KING  here  read  the  6th  and  7th  Rules,  and  com- 
mented on  the  effect  of  the  amendment,  as  prupined  by 
Mr.  FOOT.  If  you  give,  aaid  Mr.  K.,  this  power  to  tbe 
Vice  President,  you  clothe  hiai  with  the  most  tremen- 
dous and  dangerous  power ;  a  power  no  less  than  that  of 
putting  an  end  to  debate ;  to  gag  a  member  when  the 
course  of  debate  ia  not  consonant  to  his  wishes  or  his  feel- 
ings. He  would  suppose  that  the  Vice  President  was 
connected,  either  by  interest,  or  by  incUnation,  widi 
those  in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  he  would 
then  have  the  po»  er  to  put «  member  down  tike  moment 
be  discussed  a  subject  that  he  did  not  viah  to  go  abroad 
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to  0>e  People — a  power,  which,  if  he  chose  to  exercise 
would  inalce  him  the  reriest  tyrant  in  existence.  It  is 
•at  neceauy,  sud  Mr.  K.,  to  enable  iis  to  carry  on  the 
burineas  of  the  Senate  with  regMlarity  and  decorunti  to 
fire  any  such  power.  He  had  no  idea  of  snbjectinf;  the 
freedom  of  debate  to  the  control  of  any  one  individual. 
Whatever  conBdence  lie  might  have  in  the  present  pre- 
n£ng  officer,  still  the  time  mi^ht  arrive  when  this  power, 
now  Riven,  would  be  found  in  dangerous  hands.  He 
hoped  tne  amendment  would  not  prevail.  He  repeated, 
be  had  every  confidence  in  the  impartiality  and  correet- 
neas  of  the  decisions  of  thfe  present  prcsttluiff  officer,  bat 
he  wished  to  j^ard  against  any  possible  contingency. 

Mr.  UICKEKSON  said,  it  was  certain  (hat  any  member 
•f  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  call  another  to  order  for 
words  spoken  in  debate,  however  inoffensive  tliose  wordd 
neht  he  t  and  lie  conaidereit  it  equally  certain  that  the 
PreMdeiit  mig^t  call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
when  those  words  might  he  an  outrage  upon  the  decorum 
of  the  Senate.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  presiding-  officer  to 
prcaerve  order.  The  power  to  do  this  must  be  an  Inhe- 
rent one,  without  which,  the  dirty  could  not  be  perform- 
ed,aod  the  officer  could  not  preside.  He  has,and  must 
have,  so  much  power  ae  to  preserve  decorum  in  the  Se- 
Bste,  that  the  business  may  proceed  without  interruption. 
Two  yean  ago,  when  two  Senators,  by  the  violence  of 
tiwir  remarks  upon  each  other,  totally  interrupted  the 
business  of  the  Seiwte,  they  were  called  to  order  by  a 
^SM  Senator,  who  was  dircQted  to  reduce  the  words  to 
writing ;  this  he  refused  to  do,  as  it  was  no  concern  of  his. 

It  was  not  absolutely  necessary  to  vest  the  Presidtnt 
with  power  to  call  to  order  for  words  or  acts  not  immcdi- 
atety  mtcrfering  with  the  decorum  of  the  Senate.  But, 
to  give  him  the  power  to  call  to  order  for  words  in  all 
cases  where  a  Senator  can  call  to  onler,  would  not  make 
Inm  more  formidable  than  he  now  is.  He  can  now,  upon 
the  call  of  any  one  Senator  to  order,  decitle  the  question 
without  appeal.  There  will  always  be  at  lenst  one  Seiiator 
willing  to  aid  the  views  of  the  President,  if  he  wishes  to 
exercise  this  power. 

Ur.  D.  had  no  objection  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
Pmidentrbut  iwt  so  far  as  to  permit  him  to  reatrun  the 
latitude  nX  debate.  No  member  of  this  body  should  wil- 
Vmriy  sabout  to  such  restnunt.  Every  one  sliould  adhere 
to  his  right  of  commenting  most  freely  upon  the  Admi. 
nistntton.  Heads  of  Uepartments,  or  Officers  of  the  Go- 
Temnient  It  is  better  that  this  privilege  should  be  abu- 
sed, than  arbitrarily  restrained.  If,  in  the  course  of  de- 
hate,  a  Senator  deems  it  imptntent  to  animadvert  freely 
opon  the  characters  or  conaoct  of  the  living  or  the  dead, 
he  oaght  not  to  be  restrained  by  the  presiifirg  officer. 

Mr.  FOOT  here  called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
lo  tiie  words  of  the  Maiuial.  It  is  said  there,  dt  cidedly, 
that  a  member  cannot  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken, 
ttiitil  be  has  finished  his  speech.  But  it  would  be  observ- 
ed, that  such  pnivision  gave  no  possibility  of  remedy. 
He  thought  the  power  ought  to  be  vested  either  in  the 
MeiBben  or  the  Pre^dent  to  call  to  order  during  debate. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  he  did  not  conceive  that 
the  office  conferred  the  tight- to  oali  to  order.  If  the 
powers  of  the  Vice  PreMilent  were  derived  from  the 
Cunstitutien,  as  nobo<ly  doubted,  he  knew  of  no  sanction 
lo  that  power,  either  in  cases  of  ii  rclei-ancy  or  impropri. 
«ty  of  speech.  The  only  express  power  granted  by  the 
CotBtitution  ns  that  ^vtng  the  casting  vote.  This 
■nendment  went  to  give  liim  anotlier  power  not  contero- 
plsledbytlteCimsUtutton.  On  the  contrar}',  the  Consti- 
tution has  pven  the  right  to  the  two  Houses  to  make 
mlcsforthegOTeniinentuf  tlicir  own  members,  and  for 
the  iKrection  of  their  presiding  oflicers.  He  thouglit  the 
a  dangerous  one  to  plai^  in  the  banda  of  the  Vice 
■'Bndetrt.  it  was  never  tolerated,  and  it  was  never  in- 
nndcd  to  be,  that  a  meniber  should  he  put  down  becaaae 


of  the  manner  in  which  he  efaose  to  present  his  views  or 
defend  his  principles.  Yet  this  might  happen,  under  the 
discretion  which  would  be  given  by  this  amendment.  As 
to  the  individuals  of  the  Senate,  he  could  not  befieve  that 
the  time  would  ever  come,  when  they  would  be  so  for- 
getful of  their  own  dignity,  and  that  of  the  body,  as  not 
to  call  to  onler  any  member  who  should  overstep  the 
bounds  of  decorum.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  rule  as  it 
was ;  and  was,  tlierefbre,  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  WBSopposedtotheaccumulationof  GN< 
necessary  power  in  iiresponsible  liand^  and  of  that  char, 
acter  he  conceived  the  present  motion  to  be.  Kvety 
Senator  had  now  the  right  to  call  to  order,  and  certunly 
forty -seven  Senators  were  enough  to  watch  one.  It  could 
not  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  to  forty-eight, 
by  adding  the  Vice  President,  who  is  in  no  way  respon- 
sible to  US.  We  do  not  elect  him,  and  we  cannot  dis- 
place him,  except  by  an  impeachment,  which  must  be 
instituted  in  the  other  House.  Nor  is  it  safe  to  vest  the 
power  of  restraining  debates  in  an  officer  like  him,  not 
concerned  in  the  debate,  and  not  responsible  to  us  for  the 
exercise  of  his  power.  He  may  abuse  this  power,  and 
we  are  without  remedy.  The  power  of  stopping  a  mem- 
ber in  debate — of  making  him  sit  down  and  proceed  in 
another  manner,  or  not  proceed  at  all,  is  a  power  of  high 
import.  The  feelings  of  the  Senator  nmy  be  ilaeply 
wounded  by  it,  but  tnat  is  a  trifle  compared  widi  tiie  in* 
juiy  which  may  be  don*  to  hts  constituent?.  A  debate, 
vital  to  their  liberties,  might  be  stopped  and  terminated, 
under  the  pretence  of  confining  the  Speaker  to  a  parti- 
cular question  ;  and  the  injury  woidd  be  without  remedy. 
The  Vice  President  holds  his  office  independent  of  the 
will  of  the  body  over  which  he  presides,  and  in  that  re> 
spect,  dificra  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, ar.d  all  other  presiding  officers  to  which  he 
has  been  likened.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  oS  Re- 
presentatives is  responsible  to  the  body  over  which  he 
presides.  They  make,  and  tlicy  can  unmake  him,  and 
lie  is  vested  with  powers  by  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  iKe  Senate  have  never  conferred  upon  the  Presi. 
dent  of  this  body.  But  the  principle  involved  in  this 
question  haa  already  been  deeidefl  upon,  and  acted  on 
tor  two  years  i  I  ainide  to  the  appointment  of  Commit- 
tees taken  away  IVom  the  President  of  (his  bo<1y  because 
he  was  not  responwble  to  us,  and  retained  in  our  own 
bands,  altiiougli  it  was  universally  acknowledged  that  the 
power  had  been  well  exercised.  The  admission  is  gene- 
ral, if  not  unanimous,  that  you,  Sir,  lud  exeraiseu  this 
power  disci-eetly  and  unexceptionably— no  objection  was 
taken  to  your  conduct — it  wu  conceded  all  round  that  it 
was  a  power  of  a  nature  to  be  better  exercised  by  t  pre- 
siding officer  than  by  the  Senate  at  large but,  because 
you  were  not  (tne  of  ua,  not  created  by  us,  nor  respon- 
siblc  to  tis,  this  power  was  titken  out  of  your  bauds.  1 
see  no  difference  in  the  principle  of  t?ie  two  cases,  and 
there  shall  be  no  difference  in  my  conduct  upon  them. 
I  voted  to  take  the  appointing  power  over  Committees 
out  of  your  hands,  because  you  were  not  me  of  us,  and 
I  oppose  your  right  to  stop  me  in  debate,  for  a  real  or 
supposed  latitude  of  expression,  for  the  same  reason. 

Allusion  has  been  made,  Sir,  to  past  scenes  in  this 
Chamber,  when  a  Senator,  not  now  a  member  of  this 
body — one  whom  I  am  proud  to  say,  honors  me  with  the 
name  of  friend,  [Ur.  Riitoolvh,] — has  been  supposed  (o 
transcend  the  (ree<lom  of  debate,  and  you,  Sir,  were  cwi' 
sured  for  pernuttitig  it.  According  to  the  opinion  whicli 
you  then  expreaBaiT,  and  which  I  concur  in,  you  bad  no 
power  to  caU  to  order  for  that  cause,  and  the  present 
motion  goes  upon  that  idea,  otherwise  it  would  nut  be 
necessary  now  to  confer  ihia  power.  That  you  were 
right  in  yojir  decision,  is  strongly  to  be  inferred,  from  the 
fact,  that  of  forty-seven  Senaiors  having  the  undoubted 
Ti|^t  to  caH  to  ordCT  on  these  0cca«Oiia,  no  one  did  it ; 
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and  if  tho«e,  whose  rig'hts  were  tinqucstionablc.  did  not '. 
■et,  it  certainly  was  excusable  in  yuu,  whose  authority  ! 
was  at  least  doiibtAil,  to  fnllou-  titeir  esample.    One  thing  ' 
i«  certain  ;  if  you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  side  of  liberty,  1 
net  of  authori^  ;  and  tlie  rarity  of  this  kind  uf  errors^ 
by  those  in  powert  should  give  them  a  claim  to  our  re- 
spect, when  they  do  occur.    But  I  do  not  admit  there 
was  an  error,  nor  do  I  rest  the  vindication  of  my  friend 
upon  presump^ons  and  inferences  derivable  m>m  oiir 
own  conduct.    I  take  higher  grouiul,  and  say  that  nothing' 
which  we  ever  heaM  from  that  ifeiilleman  on  this  floor, 
in  reference  to  our  Pre  sident  and  his  Secretaries,  exceed- 
ed in  severity  and  violence  whut  is  said  with  impunity  in 
the  British  parliament,  by  Commoners  as  well  as  Peers, 
of  titeir  King  and  his  Ministers 

I  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  debttea  of-  tlie  Bri- 
tish parliament — not  bo  much  as  I  ought  to  have — but 
enough  to  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  the  King  and 
his  Ministers  have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  with  a  degree  of  severity  which 
the  gentleman  alluded  to,  never  transcended  on  this  flour, 
in  any  thing  which  he  said  of  our  President  and  his  Min* 
taters.*  f  speak  of  what  has  occurred  in  the  British  Par- 
liament in  times  of  order  and  subordination,  when  the 
Speakers  were  men  of  the  first  weight  and  dignity  of 
character,  and  when  no  one  called  them  to  order ;  and  1 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  argiics  badly  for  the  spi- 
rit of  the  times  in  our  countrj-,  lhat  it  is  an  evil  omen  for 
our  republican  institutions,  if  American  Senators  cannot 
be  as  nee  wiUi  their  President  and  Secretaries^  as  British 
Bubjecta  may  be  with  their  monarch  and  his  prime  minis- 
ters. But  this  reproach,  Sir«  does  not  lie  at  your  door. 
By  yourdecisiun,  you  praventcd  the  stain  from  sticking  to 
your  skirts.  That  you  were  right,  1  then  believed,  and 
still  believe.  Even  upon  a  critical  construction  of  our 
own  rules,  leaving  out  the  enUrgtd  considerations  whjcli 
governed  you,  your  decision  will  stand  tiie  test  of  the 
severest  scrutiny.  Those  rules  only  ^ve  you  a«ower  to 
decide  afler  the  question  of  order  is  raised  and  p)ace<l  be- 
fore you.  When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  his  words 
shall  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  the  President  shall 
decide.  This  is  the  mle.  Now  why  reduce  to  writing, 
except  to  infwin  the  President  of  the  wor.ls  excepted 
to*  And  why  inform  hira  if  he  already  knows  them? 
And  why  make  another  dt,ci8ion,  if  he  had  already  de- 
cided in  the  fact  of  calling  to  order  ?  The  words  and 
the  spirit  of  the  i-ule  go  upon  the  idea,  that  one  member 
is  tn  accuse  another  of  disorder,  and  that  you,  as  a  disiu- 
tereitedand  impartial  arbitcr,aTe  to  decide  between  them. 
This  is  tmfavorable  to  the  spirit  of  our  inetitutiou,  which 
forever  sepanites  the  functions  of  the  judge  and  accuser, 
and  so  may  they  remain  on  this  ftoor  as  every  where  else. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  as  be  did  not  concur  in  the  views 
whicii  had  been  expressed,  be  deemed  it  proper  to  state 
the  reasons  for  his  vote. 

With  regard  to  the  correctness  of  any  former  decision 


in  the  Chur,  be  was  not  now  called  upon,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  express  an  opinion.  His  purpose  was  to  ^j^eak 
to  the  principles  which  he  thought  governed  the  subject, 
and  not  to  pass  upon  the  proper  application  of  those  prin- 
ciples to  any  particular  person  or  subject.  This  was  not 
tbie  time  or  the  occasion  to  discuss  that  qaestion. 

He  denied  that  the  Constitution  restrained  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  adopt  thenile  proposed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Foot.]  The  Consti- 
tution says,  in  the  3d  Section, of  llie  1st  Article,  "The 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President  of 
the  Senate,  but  sliall  have  no  vote,  unless  they  be  equal- 
ly divided."  The  section  does  not  proceed  to  enumerate 
the  functions  which,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  l>e  shall 
perform.  A  prending  officer  of  a  deliberative  legisla- 
tive body,  has  a  known  duty,  and  when  he  js  designated 
as  such  officer,  the  dut^'  of  performing  the  appropriate 
functions  is  plainly  sigmfied.  The  rote  which  is  refused 
to  him,  except  on  equal  division,  has  reference  to  his  par- 
ticipation oil  subjects  of  ordinary  legislation,  not  to  the 
observance  of  order.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  a  vote 
implied  in  the  matter  of  calling  a  member  to  otder,  and 
he  presumed  the  honorable  gentleman  «hobad  referred 
to  his  expression  with  emphasis^  did  not  rely  on  the  crfFect 
of  this  prohibition  to  vote. 

tn  the  5th  Section  of  the  same  article,  the  Constitution 
says,  "Each  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member." 
Here  again  there  is  no  enumeration  of  tlie  particular  acta 
which  will  constitute  the  guilt  of  disorderly  Behaviour, 
subjecting  its  author  to  punishment  and  ezpulutm.  There 
is  no  enumeration  of  the  particular  rules  or  orders  relat* 
ing  to  the  proceedings  of  the  body  which  it  has  authority 
to  determine.  The  language  used  is  to  be  taken  in  re- 
ft:rence  to  the  context,  and  where  it  had  received  an  in- 
telligible import  before  its  adoption  into  the  Constitution, 
the  meaning  is  to  b«  found  by  asccrtuning  what  that  was. 
Such  ndes  as  usually  obtain  in  legislation  may  be  adopt- 
ed, and  fluch  conduct  as  the  usages  of  legisktive  bodiea 
consider  disorderly  may  be  punished. 

Tlie  notions  wliich  had  been  i-eccived  by  the  frumcra 
of  our  Constitution  in  relation  to  Concessional  rule,  had 
been  bortowcd  very  much  fi-omthe  British  House  of  Com- 
mons. Tlie  rules  of  Parliament,  he  bt-heved,  had  been 
the  general  standiU'd  to  whicii  bad  been  referred  all  quea- 
tiuiis  of  this  character  in  the  Old  Congress,  and  in  all  the 
Stale  Legislatures.  In  all  these  bodies,  he  believed  the 
presiding  officer  executed  the  duty  of  preserving  praper 
or<ltT.  He  did  not  mean- to  inchide  the  House  of  f.oixIs« 
because  the  honorable  gentleman  fron  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Maco:!,]  bad  said,  (he  presiding  officer  there  did  not 
use  the  power.  At  a  very  cari^  period  the  Senate  cxer- 
ci^d  the  paver  tlitis  given  to  it.  Tlicy  did  pass  certain 
rules,  and  tlxey  impused  certain  duties  on  the  President^ 
being  audi  as  are  usually  im{)o>ed  by  other  legislative  bo- 


•  ThrlollowiiiKiiwi«iwe»,«utof  lhoiiMiMJ«jaiajbe  V>M!<ii       ......  ,      ,  ■  ■ 

Mr  Ituihi^,  or  (he  King'*  kf^'*'*''<  >"  ^*        ***  eqllvoeiUim  and  oooblc  mranlng:,  Uiat  cTery  ihbd  of  crnr  opnuon,  nugM 

e  iiarl  av  »ihi-r  oT  It  that  wonlrt  mm  bi«  *«-i)limf i>»,  or  bmr  a  coMlruMipnaimilar  to  biiirntinirmi,  be  the;  obnt  iher  nucht."  Of 
i>ltetcli  in  1703.   "I'be  apntli  spoke  a  huij^uB^v  no  ((nngr  aii<l  cotitradiclory,  sa  rulloT  ridicultMu  aiid  ilMuid  proTMwona,  aUntj^ 


I'lllll  hullir 

I  If  Kiiiff'i 


Tmiilid  to  'prmk  oT  il  a*  it  iliM-rrcd,  h«  ihoaM  eall 

finttlirm 
at  the  cm- 


What,  tbtn,  naiihc  ui-iticiiiT* 
rbicb  ihe 


Mr  Voj  inihi-rcar  17M,  ulun  tie  KimEnnd  MiiiiKUrt  wtrr  in  ■  luiiionlfiii  Ihi-  iloutrof  CominonJ. 
uhfcb  wttHluM  at  iLi>  laomtnt  ft  M  iiiflir  wlihoat  ihe  innfidt-nce  of  i lie  Houm-  iif  Coiiimont— an  Ex*rcuIiTe  OoviTninctK  in  wbicb 
■I  IMP  uhcrd  yv  dtweof  toiilldcnce  whatever?  It  wh»  ihtir  ctidenl  intention  to  render  the  Huu«r  uf  Common*  the  mere  tiiol  and  organ  of 
di.<i>«(uin  He  huiHtl  ihc  spiril  of  a  bi-ve*iid  (Hi-  people  would  (Idtiil  tlii-  Uw  d(-tig:ii.  He  had  long  ob«:n  rtl  ihe  nincliiiiaiioni,  hawbi^d 
■iiif  harl«i'nrdb|  B  (oi.iliiimiion  of  pirwiw,  Bfaii'si  dir  hbcrly  of  ibr  couiilry,  «buje  jiulliical  prinei[>U>  »-ere  too  uell  uiidrr.tood  to  iwij  mnf 
further  illu«™iiiin  'fbi-se  iHonlibad  long  eiideafond  tobavthe  voice  ol  U>v  people  on  ibeiriMe,  bad  ton^ttrunlrd  totnake  the  people 
■artJa*  ill  ttivirownniiii,  totilrfccU>rmenerni«  toUicir  br«i  friund.."  . 

DitiaKin  1780.    "Mr.  TboniM  Pineuurrd  iiKu  a  njo»t  levirt  aniniaditniun upon  the  nholi-  conduct  of  Uic  s Oininutraliou  for  BK-rici  of 
-      *  _  .1...  1 1...  Kii.lit.-p'i  nsii»-  wniili.  .tiliirrt  uf  c-o»iemiit  Itnd  ridicule  in  eriTT  Conrt  in  Ruraiir." 

•ill  hrg  Ira^v 
1  n  ili  uuM  no  •overcigii  iti  the  world  wit^ 
ioT  tijs  niihji-cu,  to  aurrad  eomiption 
Milan- i"—[Xc^^  by  Mr,  A,] 


KiniHUi  dvclariic  diat  tin-  Miiiiurr'*  name  wa»ib.  -ulijeet  of  coniempt  itnd  ridicHl*  in  eriry  Coortin  E«ro|>e," 

oibair  17T0  L'>rd  Chalh^m,  dtclari-d  lhat  "Mlnisit  r*  held  a  corrupt  ialliieiiee  in  Parlianicnt."   Same  year,  he  Mid, 

to  narodiw  the  exprewiw.,  aiid  « ill  aay.  tb(*e  who  gave  U«-  iiKanA  ol  eorrupjion,  fa¥«  tomipiion.    I  » ill  

m.a*7«r  ■•urchaaraK  tin-  i.U  rlir*  of  the  peoph-.  Do.  .  b(,  fthe  King)  mtm,  hj;dra»uir  the  pant  n'rinp. 
nrsh  X-l"opl<-,  ■oi'Mi'^MW  a  V»rli«nirirt,  Hlw-  a  pftck*^  jwy,  r«dj  to  n^uii.-  Iih  li.iHiier.  at  nil  n.r»i 
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on  K  presiding  oJBcer,  but  cetlftinly  such  ire  not  pmr- 
ticulKri/  enttmented  in  the  Constitution.  Mr.  C.  SRid, 
be  thought  it  is  quite  mani^  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, wMcb  he  neld  in  his  band,  that  kc  did  not  feel  any 
doubtabouttheConstitutionalpowerof  theSenate.  Hr. 
JcSerson  had  an  .intimate  conneiion  with  llic  Govem- 
pient,  almost  from  the  first  essay  towards  our  iii'lepen- 
dence,  to  the  termination  of  his  Presidency ;  and  he  was 
of  all  men  the  l£ast  like^  to  extend  the  powers  granted 
by  the  Constitution  to  any  branch  of  the  General  Govern* 
Dcnt. 

In  the  pre&ce  to  his  Manual,  prepared  during  the  time 
be  was  Vice  Prewdent,  for  the  express  purpose  of  aiding 
and  informing  the  Senate  in  their  proceedings,  after  no- 
tkiog  the  KTmnt  of  his  power,  he  remarks :  "The  Senate 
have  accordingly  formed  some  rules  for  its  own  govern- 
ment, but  those  going  only  to  few  casen,  they  have  refer- 
red  to  the  decision  erf*  their  Prendent,  without  debate 
and  irithoDt  appeal,  all  questions  of  order  arising  under 
tfieiroim  rules,  or  where  they  have  provided  nonci"  In 
ihe  section  treating  of  the  "order  of  debate,"  a  variety  of 
instances  are  furnished,  which  are  violations  of  this  order, 
and  we  are  told.  Qui  digretHtur  a  materia  ad  peraonam, 
Hr.  Speaker  ought  to  auppreAs.  Mr.  Jefferson,  pursu- 
ii^  bis  system  of  collocation,  then  adverts  to  the  rules  of 
the  Senate.  Thsse  nilea  do  not  designate  the  individuid 
1^  whom  a  diMfderly  member  is  to  be  called  to  orden 
but  Mr.  Jefferson  does  not  suggest  tliat  there  is  nnydivo 
■ty  between  the  practice  of  Uie  Senate  and  ihe  House  of 
Commons.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  Mr.  [Bkkt«i«] 
has  called  to  his  aid  the  proceeding  of  this  body  in  reta- 
boa  to  the  change  in  the  mode  of  selecting  the  standing 
conunittees.  He  says  the  power  of  appointing  the  com- 
nuttees  was  taken  from  the  President,  because  the  Con- 
Mitatioa  being  the  ooFy  source  of  his  power,  the  Senate 
cannot  confer  other  powers  upon  him.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  no  xloiibV  expresses  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced his  vote  on  that  occasion,  but  he  certainly  had  en- 
tirely misconceircd  those  of  some  others  who  advocated 
that  change. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  say  for  himself  (and  he  beiiev- 
ed  be  might  say  so  (or  some  others)  that  no  apprehension 
of  coutitatioiHu  difficulty  bad  inBueiieed  his  vote.  Prom 
the  peculiar  oi^nixation  of  this  body,  it  might  occur  that 
the  President  ca  the  Senate  should  differ  fVom  the  majori- 
ty of  its  members,  on  great  and  important  questions  of  na- 
fioml  concern.  The  object  of  confiding  subjects  to  our 
eommittees,  is  to  facilitate  the  means  of  digesting  princi- 
ples, collecting  information^  and  presenting  views  in  re- 
htion  to  matten  on  which  we  are  to  act.  A  committee 
lets  in  the  character  of  an  agent  to  tlie  body  at  large. 

He  not  only  held  it  proper  that  the  majority  of  the 
S«iate  should  be  rcpRsented  on  the  important  Commit- 
teesi  but  It  was  perfectly  suicidal  to  adopt  a  different 
couTse.  It  was  the  right  of  the  majonty  to  have  the  Com- 
tnlitccsoftheir  own  political  complexion,  and  in  the  pecit- 
^  formation  of  this  body  the  only  mode  by  which  this 
l^htcan  be  secured  a  to  give  the  appointment  immedi- 
ately to  tbe  Senate.  In  any  other  event  the  reports  of 
yir  committees  will  be  carried  abroad  to  prmluce  im- 
^nnons  on  the  public  mind  directly  at  variance  with 
yo^ir  own  opinions  i  the  great  labor  of  your  agents  will  be 
to  counteract  your  own  deliberate  purpoaes. 

He  did  not  with  to  be  undersood  as  alluding  to  the 
period  when  the  change  was  made  as  the  season  when 
^  state  of  thii^  had  been  witnessed.  The  poasibility 
of  its  oceorrenee  required  provmon  to  meet  it,  and  form- 
ed Bufficieiit  inducement  fut  the  vote  he  then  gave. 
The  constitution,  therefore,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 

Jiwstion  farther  than  it  had  sonstituted  the  Vice  Freu- 
ent  tbe  presidii^  officer  of  this  body,  and  thereby  gave 
mm  the  power  properly  belonging  to  such  an  officer,  sub- 


ject to  the  control  usually  exercised  by  legislative  bodies 
'  m  the  shape  of  rules  of  proceeding. 

It  wa^  therefore,  a  question  of  expediency  alonf^' 
whether  the  President  of  the  Senate  should  have  the  p'ow- 
c  to  preserve  order  and  decorum  in  this  body.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  occurrencea  which  have  taken  place,  he 
shuuld  not  have  thought  the  Senate  now  called  upon  to 
act  on  this  subject.  It  had  been  the  opinion  of  most  per- 
sons, he  believed,  that  such  power  existed  with  the  Preri- 
dent.  But  on  a  late  occasion  the  Prendent  has  sud  he  did 
not  think  he  had  the  power— the  ndes  Of  the  Senate  had 
been  committed  to  a  special  committee  for  revision,  and 
the  Chairman,  who  reports  the  rules  without  alteration, 
as  to  this  subject,  in  answer  to  a  question  touching  this 
precise  point,  has  said,  the  committee  are  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  there  is  no  such  power  in  the  President, 
and  several  members  rise  and  sanction  tbe  same  doctrine. 
If  then,  the  rules  of  the  Senate  should  remain  unchang- 
ed, it  must  be  received  as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate, 
that  such  pawersdo  not  belong  to  *Jie  President,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  by  him. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor  should  doubt  of  the  propriety,  or  indeed  the 
necessity,  of  there  being  such  a  power  in  the  Chair.  lie 
should  not  allude  to  the  unpleasant  occurrence  on  this 
floor,  two  years  ago,  which  had  been  referred  to,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  using  the  remark  made  hy  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  nicKaiisoir.] 
That  genilemsn  had  Informed  us  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  who  had  moved  the  question  of  order, 
had  refused  to  reduce  the  objectionable  words  to  writing. 
That  was  not  the  only  occasion  on  which  the  Senatfe  had 
witnesied  a  refusal  to  take  down  words  objected  to  as  out 
of  order.  It  mij^ht  be  so  i  but  he  did  not  know  that  there 
had  been  nn  instance  in  which  disorderly  words  were  ta- 
ken down  in  compliance  with  the  rule.  And  who  would 
consent  to  make  a  record  of  words  which  were  offensive  ? 
The  practice  he  umlerstoodwsq  supposed  to  require  that 
when  taken  down,  the  words  were  to  be  put  upon  the 
Journal.  If,  therefore,  the  most  defamatoi-y  charge  a- 
gainst  an  honorable  member  of  this  House  be  made  by 
another  member,  the  preliminary  step  towards  redress  is 
to  cause  a  record  of  that  charge  to  be  made,  which  will 
for  ever  perpetuate  the  recollection  of  the  charge.  No 
individual  cuitld  submit  to  this  course,  nor  would  he, 
when  he  was  the  victim  of  asper^on,  be  instrumental  him- 
self, or  allow  his  friend  to  be  inatruroentsl  in  banding (^«m 
the  evidence  of  the  charge. 

And  what  are  the  reasons,  asked  Mr.  C.  urged  against 
the  adoption  of  the  rule,  as  a  measure  of  expedient'  * 
We  are  told  that  it  places  a  power  in  the  Chlur,  which 
may  be  used  oppressively,  and  may  arrest  the  latitude  of 
debate.  .  It  is  called  a  ti  emcndous,  a  dangerous  power. 
The  whole  arguflient  on  this  point  seemed  to  him  full  of 
error  and  mistake.  On  questions  involving  the  political 
character  of  public  men,  there  never  had  been,  he  belier- 
ed,  and  God  forbid  there  ever  should  be,  a  disposition  to 
restnun  debate.  The  pcoplu  of  this  country  had  a  right 
to  know  every  thing  touchhig  the  political  conduct  and 
character  of  our  rulers,  and  no  man  or  set  men  on  this 
6oar,  would  ever  dare  to  invade  that  right.  The  rule  pro- 
posed did  not  touch  that  question  Freedom  of  debate 
was  secured  by  a  power  superior  to  any  rule  of  the  Senate. 
To  indulge  it  was  no  violation  of  order  j  and  therefore 
not  within  the  rule  which  restrained  disoixleriy  conduct, 
f^ow  then,  stands  the  matter  of  opprewive  power  in  the 
Chair }  The  amendment  proposed  will  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  Chur  to  cause  order  to  be  observed ;  it  will  submit 
to  his  discretion  primarily,  the  questiou  of  what  is  or  is  not 
order  \  but  if  he  should  ever  exert  that  discretion  unwise* 
ly  or  oppreauvely,  an  appeal  can  be  )iad  to  the  Senate, 
and  bis  deeiuon  may  be  reversed,  and  the  character  and 
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responBibility  o(  a  majority  of  the  Senate  are  the  pledges 
hy  which  every  member  claims  his  rights. 

How  U  it,  under  the  construction  iiovr  given  to  the  ex- 
isting rule  ?  One  individual  may  surest  a  violatibn  of 
order,  invoke  the  authority  of  the  Chair,  and  the  occu< 
pant  of  that  Chair,  by  thia  single  fiat,  may  arrest  the  de- 
bate. Ili9aolejudgment,absoluteandirreverwble,  isUie 
standard  liy  wliicli  every  member  here  muit  measure  his 
steps-  In  the  one  case,  the  tenure  by  wliich  we  hold  our 
rights,  is  tlie  intelligence,  the  discretion,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  majority  of  ourselves  ;  and,  in  the  other,  the 
intelligence,  the  discretion,  and  the  responsibility  of  one 
individual,  not  deriving  his  authority  from  us,  and  requir- 
ing it  to  be  called  into  action  only  by  the  suggestion  of 
an  individual  member. 

It  appeared  to  him  the  argument  was  most  strangely 
misapplied  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  used  it, 
and  the  very  apprehension  to  which  they  had  yielded  had 
driven  him  to  the  most  decided  convicliui)  of  the  neces- 
uty  of  the  proposed  atnendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Xfaryland,  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Vice  President,  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  to  de- 
cide agreeably  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  have 
been  made  for  his  guidance.  In  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives the  presiding  officer  had  the  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order  **  for  words  spoken,"  because  he  was 
one  of  their  own  body,  elected  by  themselves  to  preside 
over  them,  and  amenable  to  their  authority.  If  his  deci- 
sions are  iinaatisfvetor)',  tliey  can  refuse  to  re-elect  him — 
but  we.  Sir,  have  no  such  power.  Our  presidtnff  officer 
is  not  elected  by  ua — he  is  sent  Iiere  by  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  and  totally  independent  of  us.  Mr.  S.  was 
not  willing  to  vest  either  the  Vice  President  or  President 
pro  tern,  with  the  power  to  stop  debate.  It  is  a  tremcii- 
dous  power— I  have  felt  it.  Sir,  and  never  sliall  forget  it. 
On  a  certa'n  occasion,  in  the  other  House,  a  report  was 
presented  from  one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadvert- 
ed very  severely  on  Mr.  Gerry.  I  undertook  to  animad- 
vert on  the  report,  and  was  called  to  order.  Unconscious 
that  I  had  travelled  out  of  the  recori^  I  proceeded,  and 
was  three  times  called  to  order.  I  then  inquired  why  I 
was  considered  to  be  out  of  order  ? — and  was  told,  by  the 
Speaker,  that  the  report  upon  which  I  had  animadverted 
must  not  be  considered  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  but 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  That  I  could  not 
proceed .-  for,  before  the  discussion  commenced,  I  had 
been  called  out  of  my  seat,  and  told,  by  a  person  high  in 
office,  that  the  President  requested  thut  the  report  might 
not  be  considered  as  his  but  as  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State.  Mr.  President,  I  am  unwilling  to  he  pla- 
ced in  thia  body,  <ltfrerently  conatituted  as  it  is  from  the 
other,  in  such  a  situation  as'I  then  was,  to  be  stopped  in 
the  course  of  my  argument.  Tliere  were  high  party 
times  'then,  and  high  party  times  may  come  again,  and, 
whenever  they  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  such  a  pow. 
er)  be  committed.  And  where  will  be  tlie  remedy  > 
Gentlemen  say,  in  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sident. An  appeal !  My  experience  has  taught  me  to 
know  that  an  appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  The  majority 
will  always  support  the  Chair,  right  or  wrong.  An  appeal 
was  taken  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  majority 
voted  with  the  Speaker,  and  always  will.  An  appeu 
from  the  Chair  latoxet  preteria  nihil.  I  would  rather  be 
without  the  appeal- 

A  gentleman  has  said  that  he  will  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, to  justify  you  for  tlic  decision  you  had  made  on  the 
rule.  Sir,  you  require  no  justification — ^you  decided 
agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  your  government, 
ami  would  not  liave  been  authorized  to  liave  given  any 
other  decision.  I  hope,  Ur.  President,  that  tlu  rule  will 
not  be  changed. 

Mr.  McLANB  commenced  hU  remarks  with  an  apology 
for  obtro^ng  bia  sentimeots  upon  the  Senate,  in  whish 


he  had  so  recently  taken  his  scat,  on  a  subject  relating  to 
their  rules  and  orders.  The  wncndment  appeared  to 
him  directly  to  involve  the  power  of  the  Vice  Preodent 
to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent  him  fW>m  speak- 
ing, for  words  spoken  in  debate.  He  had  considered 
that  subject,  and  was  of  opinion  diat  the  ^^lee  President 
did  not  possess  such  power,  independent  of  or  ucording 
to  the  existing  rules  of  tlie  Senate,  and  was  unwilling  to 
confer  such  power  by  any-  alteration  of  the  rules.  The 
amendment,  by  its  turns,  concedes,  and  the  mover,  with 
a  commenilable  spirit  of  candor,  admits,  that,  by  the  ex- 
isting rules,  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exercised 
by  the  Vice  President ;  and  so  fiir  as  this  admission  may 
be  entitled  to  weiglit,  i  t  would  place  the  proposed  change 
on  grounds  of  expediency  merely  ;  but  the  argument  of 
gentlemen  had  taken  a  wider  scope,  had  asserted  bolder 
claims  to  power,  and  had  invested  the  Vice  President 
with  authority  to  stop  a  Senator  in  debate,  and  arrest  dis- 
cussion for  the  use  ol  words  which  he  might  deem  irrele- 
vant or  disorderly. 

A  power  of  such  magnitude,  so  vital  to  the  dearest  pri- 
vileges ofthe  members  of  this  body,  has  been  supposed, 
by-at  least  one  Senator,  inherent  in  the  Vice  Prendent, 
Ks  incident  to  his  office  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate 
under  the  Constitution,  or  derived  from  the  rules  contain- 
ed in  Mr.  Jefferson's  "  Manu'd  of  Parliamentary  Prac- 
tice."  He  denied  these  assertions  altogether,  which  he 
considered  dangerous  in  principle,  and  thought  it  per- 
fectly .plain,  that  the  law  of  Uie  English  Pariiament  could 
have  no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  much 
less  that  they  could  control  the  privilege  of  debate. 

That  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate !  that  he  was  placed  here,  not  by  the  body  itself 
but  by  the  People  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, which,  by  specifying  certiun  of  his  poweri  and 
limiting  their  extent,  by  a  ftir  implication  excluded  ^ 
others,  had  already  been  sufficiently  adverted  to.  He 
would  press  them  no  fiuther  than  to  remark,  that  it 
thenct  appeared  to  him  perfectly  clear  tli^t  the  Constitu* 
tion  coidd  not  have  designed  to  subject  the  Senate  t*  the 
admiiiisti-ation  of  an  officer,  without  other  rule  than  his 
Brbitrory  wilt,  and  irresiionaible  to  tliose  who. might  be- 
come the  objecU  of  his  oppression,  li  might  be  fairly 
presumed,  he  said,  if  it  had  not  been  expresily  provided, 
that  an  authority  thus  eoofeired  wouUt  be  liable  t«  the 
regulation  of  those  on  whom  it  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidctital  power,  [Mr. 
McL-  said,]  was  every  where  the  offspring  of  urgent  ne- 
cessity, and  belrmged  to  no  functions  m  this  Government, 
unless  indispensable  to  iu  existence.  In  regard  to  the 
right  in  question,  there  certainly  could  be  no  pretence 
for  such  neces«ty. 

If  the  Vice  President  possessed  the  |K>ver  as  incident 
to  his  office,  it  would  be  the  pifl  of  the  Constitution,  and 
as  such  transcend  the  authority  of  the  Senate.  There 
coulJl  be  no  limit  to  such  power,  but  the  arbitrary  wiU« 
the  presiding  officer.  The  Senate  could  subject  it  to  IM 
control  i  they  could  neither  prescribe  rules  of  order,  nor 
the  circnastances  under  which  tlieir  debates  might  be^in- 
temipted  i  and  would  thus  be  subjected  to  a  doBumon 
whicli  he  believed  no  gentleman  had  seriously  contem- 
plated. ,    ,  „ 

Of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  that  of  freely  discus- 
sing tho  variouB  subjecU  of  their  deliberations,  was  the 
dearest,  intimately  interwoven  with  the  structure  of  that 
body-  He  considered  the  freedom  of  speech  liere,  as  sa- 
cred as  that  of  the  press  elsewhere  i  and  if  the  combined 
power  of  Congress  and  the  Executive  be  incompetent  as 
lie  believed  it  was,  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  either,  be- 
yond these  walls,  he  could  not  admit  a  power  incident  to 
the  Vice  President  to  regulate  the  former  on  this  floor. 
He  could  conceive  of  no  right  more  cleariy  incident  to  the 
Senate,  tlian  that  of  fi«e  discussion,  wiUiont  which  iu  d«. 
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libentioRs  could  not  b«  properly  conducted.  He  thought 
it  constituted  an  important  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  which  they  possessed  the  exclurive  power  of  re- 
gulatii^  by  their  own  rules. 

The  Conatitution  ofthe  Vnited  States,  establishing  the 
L»iBkturefor  the  Union,  authorized  "each  -House  to 
"  determine  tbe  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  mem- 
'*  bers  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  tbe  confcur. 
'•rence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a  member." 

In  this  provision  [Mr.  HcL.  said]  was  contained  the 
whole  parliaiDentary  power  over  the  subject  of  order — 
that  of  prescribing  rules,  and  of  enforcing  obedience.  .  It 
WIS  absolute  ami  unlimitnl,  and  could  not  consist  with 
the  existence  of  a  nmilar  power  elsewhere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  rule  other  than  that  •emanating  from 
its  own  wilL 

It  could  not,  he  apprehended,  be  denied,  that  the  Se- 
nate might,  in  virtue  of  this  provision,  prescribe  by  pow- 
tivc  nile,  that  even  personal  remarlts  should  not  be  deem- 
ed disordcriy,  and  that  the  Vice  President  should  in  no 
instance  call  to  order  for  wwls  spoken,  and  therefore  it 
w(»ild  follow,  that  the  power  of  that  officer  was  wholly 
derived  from  the  authority  «rf  the  Senate.  He  would 
hereafter  consider  what  would  be  deemed  disorder  in 
pariiamentapy  discussion,  in  cases  where  tbe  rules  were 
stknL 

The  error  of  the  argument  attributing  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
adcnt  this  power  as  iniudent  to  his  office,  lay  in  clothing 
an  riBcer  whose  duties  were  minist^tal  merely,  with  le- 
gisUtivc  functions  ;  and  in  confounding  the  powers  ofthe 
Senate  and  those  of  the  presiding  officer.  Gentlemen 
bad  iiisisted  that  the  Vice  1' resident  must  possess  the 
power  in  question  to  enable 'him  to  perform  his  duties. 
Hut  what,  he  asked,  were  the  duties  of  a  prewding  officer? 
Certwnly  not  to  make,  I)ut  to  execute  the  law— to  pre- 
Mde  over  the  body  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  competent  authority  for  lU  govern  naent.  When  the 
ConttitutioQ  dengnated  the  Vice  Preadent  to  preside 
over  this  body,  it  conferred  on  the  Senate  the  power  of 
determining  the  ndes  of  its  own  proceedings,  ana  his  duty 
consists  in  executing  ihcue  rules.  W  here  they  are  silent, 
Ibe  omission  can  only  be  supplied  by  the  further  action 
or  tacit  assent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  occasion  may  aris& . 
He  sud  the  tustorr  of  cTciy  parUamentaiy  body  of  whicif 
he  htd  any  knowledge,  and  more  especially  that  of  the 
KnEfish  pmiament,  would  fully  sustain  this  position. 

In  all  psrliainentaiy  assemblies,  rules  of  order  emanated 
from  the  body  itself,  and  the  particular  code  of  each 
cnonsted  of  their  own  special  rcgulaliona,  and  decisions 
fwmded  on  the  sanction  of  the  house,  dependant  upon 
thrir  will,  and  adapted  to  their  own  convenience.  In  all, 
fr«cdom  of  discussion  is  the  last  matter  subjected  to  spe- 
ciil  regulation,  and  uniformly  allowed  the  widest  latitude. 
An  Biiabgy  in  this  respect  has  been  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  authority  of  the  Vice  President  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  such  analogy 
would  be  fatal  to  the  pretensions  of  gentlemen  on  this 
wanon  i  since  even  the  Speaker  of -.he  House  of  Cora- 
wns  possesses  no  power  to  interfere  with  debate  for  dis- 
<»ierly  wurd^  independent  of  the  order  of  the  Com- 
as  is  apparent  from  the  Manual  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Cbamiixhs.]  That  Senator 
jwtedfrom  the  Manual  ofthe  Englich  PariiamentJiry 
Pncbce,  the  rule  which  provides  that  though  the  conse- 
quences ofa  measure  may  be  reprobated  in  strong  terms, 
Jowtaign  the  motives  of  those  who  propose  or  advocate 
't, » iKrsonality,  and  against  order.  "  Qui  tkgredUur  a 
^toiaad  ptrionam,  Mr.  Speaker  ought  to  suppress." 
But  this  duty  is  enjoined  bv  the  express  ortler  of  the 
ComiBons,  of  the  lyth  Apri!/l604.  It  is  therefore  plain, 
wttt  Mr.  Speaker  can  interfere  in  the  single  instance  of  a 
Bepartiire  from  the  subject  before  the  House,  to  indulge 
»  penonali^ }  and  that  even  this  power  is  exercised  in 
Vm.  IV.— 19 


virtue  of  a  special  order  of  the  Commons  made  for  the 
express  purpose.  It  might  with  great  propriety  be  con- 
tended that,  anteriorto  the  order  of  1604,  peraonaKty  was 
not  against  order ;  and  it  is  unquestionable,  that  the  order 
was  made  to  confer  on  the  Speaker  the  power  of  doing 
that  which  previously  could  only  have  been  done  by  the 
Commons  themselves. 

The  truth  is,  that,  prior  to  tlie  dale  of  that  order,  tbe 
latitude  of  debate  had  been  subjected  te  little  or  no  regu- 
lation ;  disorderly  words  even  had  not  been  deBned, 
mucli  less  had  it  been  supposed  competent  for  the  Speak- 
er to  arrest  discussion.  But  in  the  session  of  1604,  the 
Commons  became  engaged  in  setious  inquiries  into  their 
own  privileges;  and  the  assumption  of  the  Crown  to 
issue  writs  of  election  to  supply  vacancies,  and  return  of- 
fensive members,  led  to  discassions  which  afforded  the 
majority  ofthe  Commons,  who  had  throtigbout  manifested 
a  subserviency  to  the  King,  even  when  asserting  their 
own  privileges,  a  pretext  for  the  order  of  1604.  l)ut  be 
apprehend^  it  would  scarcely  be  insisted  that  the  Vice 
President  did  or  ought  to  possess  greater  power  over  the 
debates  of  the  Senate,  than  could  have  been  exerdsed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  reign 
James  the  ¥\nt. 

It  would  be  further  obvious,  [Mr.  McI,.  said,]  by  a  re- 
currence to  the  Manual,  that  tJie  right  in  the  English 
Parliament  of  preserving  order  in  debate,  was  not  the 
power  of  arresting  disciissiun,  or  of  preventing  the  use  of 
words  on  account  of  their  intrinsic  impropriety.  On  the 
contnty,  it  was  the  power  of  the  H<  use  over  rieftsctorjr 
members,  of  inflicting  punishment  after  the  debate  was 
terminated,  for  the  use  of  words  in  violation  of  exjfiress 
rule.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  offending  member  is  al- 
lowed to  proceed  to  the  end  of  his  speech,  when  the 
words  are  taken  down,  that  the  House  may  then  take 
such  order  as  to  them  may  seem  proper — by  suppressing 
the  objectionable  words,  orpuiushing  the  member.  Mr. 
Speaker  can  siipprefs  in  the  single  case  to  which  the  or- 
der of  1604  applies.  The  argument  on  this  occasion, 
however,  claims  for  the  Vice  President  the  power  of  call- 
ing to  order  during  (he  discussion,  and  of  preventing  the 
use  of  words,  which,  in  his  iudgment  alone,  without  any 
rule  of  the  Senate,  may  be  improper  ! 

But  [Mr.  McLAUTt  said]  he  denied  that  the  L^Pi6-Sa- 
meniaria  of  England  had  any  binding  force  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  either  to  confer  power  on  their  pre- 
siding officer,  or  to  determine  the  rules  of  their  proceed- 
ings. Composed  as  that  code  was,  of  rules  and  onlei's 
expressly  enacted  by  either  branch  ofthe  Qritish  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  decisions  of  pointi  of  order,  with  the  assent 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  its 
highest  autJiority  was,  in  being  regarded  as  a  branch  of 
the  great  body  M  the  common  law  of  Kngknd,  which  had 
never  been  adnutted  to  have  any  force  in  the  Government 
ofthe  United  States.  He  knew  that  parts  of  the  common 
law  had  been  recognized  in  some  of  the  individual  States, 
but  had  been  expressly  repudiated  by  the  decisions  of 
the  highest  judicial  Iribunala  from  the  Government  ofthe 
Union.  The  rules  and  orders  and  principles  of  practice 
in  the  En^ish  courts  even,  do  not  apply  to  the  courts 
the  United  States,  and  therefore  Congress,  by  her  own 
laws,  have  made  provision  for  this  subject.  He  would 
not  say,  that  in  the  absence  of  uur  legislation,  the  courts 
might  not  frame  rules  for  their  own  government;  but  he 
would  say,  that  any  rule  which  should  be  adopted  either 
for  the  Senate  or  the  courts,  would  derive  its  validity  from 
tlicir  recognition,  and  not  from  its  force  elsewhere. 

Now  it  would  be  seen,  he  said,  not  only  that  neither 
House  of  Congress  had  adopted  the  whole  body  of  the 
Lex  Parb'ameniaria  as  the  rule  of  their  proceedings,  but 
that  they  had  formed  a  body  of  rules  of  their  own,  reject- 
ing tlx?  great  mass  of  the  English  practice,  and  materially 
altering  s.ich  parts  as  they  pleased  to  engraft  on  their 
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own  rules.  The  Senate  more  especially,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  their  niles,  hnve  wholly  omitted  the  order  of  1604, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  discussion. 

In  support  of  his  position  as  to  the  force  of  the  Lea 
Parltamenfaria  iii  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Maiyland 
had  also  referred  us  to  Mr.  Jeffepeon's  Preface  to  the  Ma- 
nual. But  in  the  absence  of  any  rule  recognisinfr  (he 
English  law  of  Parliament,  it  could  scarcely  comport  with 
the  di^nit^  of  argument  to  suppose  that  a  general  opinion 
hazarded  in  a  Preface,  would  Icg^izc  that  which  the  Se- 
nate had  discardt-d.  If  the  Preface  had  proposed  to  re- 
fer to  past  decisions  upon  particid;tr  rules,  or  to  illustrate 
a  pnictice  which,  by  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  tacit  or 
otherwise,  might  have  introduced  a  rule,  it  ntigbt  for  such 
purpose  be  valuable  i  but  it  does  not  propose  even  thii. 
Referring  to  the  power  conferred  on  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  it 
remarks,  that  "  the  Senate  have  accordingly  formed  some 
**  ru'es  for  its  own  government,  but  those  going  only  to 
'*  a  few  caiscs,  they  have  referred  to  the  decision  of  tlieir 
*'  President,  without  debate  and  without  appeal,  all  ques- 
•*  tions  of  order  arising  either  under  their  own  rules,  or 
where  they  have  provided  none ;  and  hence  the  neces- 
sily  of  recurring  for  its  own  government  to  some  known 
*'  system  of  ndes,  that  he  may  neither  leave  himself  free 
to  indulge  caprice  and  passion,  nor  open  to  the  impu- 
"  tatjon  of  them." 

It  is  evident  that  these  observations  of  Mr.  Jefferson  re- 
fer to  the  rule  which  he  is  to  adopt  for  his  own  decision 
on  questions  of  order  as  they  may  arise  ;  not  assuming 
power  to  raise  them  of  his  own  mere  motion.. 

He  concedes  to  the  Senate  the  power  of  making  their 
own  rules,  and  admits  himself  to  be  bound  by  those  al- 
ready matle.  Now,  it  so  happens,  that  by  those  rules  ac- 
tually framed  by  the  Senate,  this  subject  of  order  in  de- 
bale  is  expressly  regulated,  and  in  such  manner  as  that 
the  Vice  President  cannot  himself  call  to  order  for  words 
spoken,  nor  interpose  his  judgment  in  any  way,  until  one 
Senator  shall  be  called  to  order  by  another.  The  ques- 
tion of  order  thus  arising,  is  referred  to  the  decision  of 
the  vice  President,  without  debate  and  wilhont  appeal. 

If  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  meant  more  than  this, 
[Mr.  McL.  said,]  he  should  be  compelled  to  dissent  from 
them  ;  but  he  thought  they  meant  no  more. 

It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  the  Senate  hav- 
ing made  no  rule  pointing  out  words  which  should  be 
deemed  disorderly,  that  question,  whenever  the  occaaon 
arose,  was  exclusively  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Vice 
President.  In  such  case  it  would  be  wholly  discretionary 
with  him  to  rtly  on  his  own  conception  of  order,  to  erect 
a  standard  for  himself,  op  resort  to  another  existing  in 
other  bodies  ;  to  hold  the  member  to  strict  order,  or  leave 
him  with  the  same  latitude  as  was  indulged  in  tlie  Eng. 
lisli  Parliament  previous  to  the  rule  of  1604.  But  Hr. 
Jefferson  meaning  "not  to  leave  himself  free  to  indulge 
**  in  caprice  or  passion,  nor  open  to  the  imputation  of 
them,"  announces  to  tlie  Senate  his  iritenUon  of  resort- 
ing to  some  known  system  of  rules  for  the  government  of 
his  decisions,  and  therefore  compiled  the  Manual  from  the 
British  practice,  not  as  binding  upon  the  Senate  or  liim- 
self,  beyond  their  own  pleasure,  but  as  alight  to  guide 
his  steps  where  the  rules  of  the  Senate  had  left  uny  thing 
dark.  He  referred  to  the  "  Lex  Parliamentarittt"  to  en- 
lighten  his  judgment  in  Questions  of  order,  either  as  it 
respected  decoruTn  in  deoatc,  orortler  in  other  proceed- 
ings, in  the  same  manner  as  the  Judges  of  t!ie  Courts  re- 
sort to  the  "Lex  Mercatorta,"  or  other  parts  of  the  body 
of  the  common  law,  for  sound  principles  relative  to  mer- 
cantile transactions,  or  tlie  numerous  other  cases  arising 
for  their  decision  Mr.  Jefferson  thus  announced  to  the 
Senate  his  determination  to  adopt  a  rule  fbr  his  own  deci- 
sions until  they  sliould  please  to  adopt  a  better.  It  was 
for  a  rule  of  decision  merely,  that  the  parliamentary  prac 


tice  wof  resorted  to^  and  that  he  would  not  question  the 
propriety  of  such  reference,  he  utterly  denied  it  for  any 
other  purpose.  He  protc- '  ?d  against  such  resort  for  tl^ 
purpose  of  dtriving  power  from  the  rule  of  1604  t«  con- 
trol debate,  or  of  suppressing  words  spoken,  by  degrad- 
ing or  otherwise  punishing  the  member  using  them.  He 
trusted  if  such  power  should  ever  be  assumed,  it  would 
not  be  quietly  submitted'  to. 

If  the  law  of  the  English  Parliament  had  no  force  here, 
it  was  incumbent  on  us,  he  said,  to  took  to  what  each 
House  of  f:ongre8S  liad  themselves  done  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  House  had  gone  much  farther  than  the  Senate, 
and  changed  materially  the  English  practice.  Among 
other  things,  their  rules  provide  that  "U>e  Speaker  shall 
preserve  order  and  decorum  and  to  this  there  is  no  si- 
milar rule  in  the'  Senate.  Also,  that  '*  if  any  member,  in 
speaking,  or  otherwise,  transfcress  the  rules  <  f  the  House, 
the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  to  order 
and  tiiey,  moreover,  expressly  declare  that  "a  member, 
speaking,  shall  confine  himself  to  the  subject  under  de- 
bate, atvl  avoid  personality  and  then  prescribe  the 
manner  of  stopping  the  member  violating  the  rule,  and 
the  terms  on  w'hicTi  he  may  be  permittttl  to  resume  the 
discussion. 

The  rules  of  the  Senate  vary  essentially  from  those  of 
the  House,  and,  though  embracing  most  cases  cf  disorder 
arising  from  other  causes  than  words  spoken  in  debate, 
they  are  silent  as  to  pertinency  of  remark,  Jnd  do  not 
prohibit  personality.  On  this  subject,  the  Senate  mies 
{ircacribe  merely  that  a  Senator,  when  speaking,  **  shall 
address  the  Chair,  standing  in  his  place,  and  when  he  has 
finished  shall  sit  down  ;**  and  then,  by  the  sixth  and  se- 
venth rules,  now  proposed  to  be  amended,  provides  a» 
follows : 

"6th.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he 
sliall  sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  "and  eveiy  question  of  or- 
der shall  be  decided  by  the  Preridcut,  without  debate  ( 
but,  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  for  the 
sense  of  the  Senate. 

"  7th.  If  the  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spo- 
ken, tlie  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be  taken 
down  in  writing,  that  the  Preaident  may  be  better  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  matter." 

To  htm  it  appeared  obvious,  that,  by  these  rules,  the 
right  to  call  to  order  for  wor<ls  spoken  was  reserved  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  who  were  themselves  deem- 
ed tu  be  the  best  judges  of  the  propriety  of  interrupting 
discussion.  In  this  view,  it  remained  only  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  ni-ocuring  a  decision  when  such  quesliun 
shoidd  be  made,  and  this  he  thought  the  sole  object  of 
the  rules  already  quoterl.  The  sixth  rule,  requiring  the 
mentber  to  sit  down,  '*  to  afford  the  President  an  oppor- 
tunity of  determining  whether  he  was  in  order  or  not," 
would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  it  bad  contemplated  tlie 
call  to  be  made  by  the  President,  since  he  must  be  sup- 
posed to  have  determined  that  before  making  the  call. 
And  the  seventh  rule,  rcqiiiring  the  words  to  be  taken 
down,  the  better  lo  enable  the  President  to  judge,  equal- 
ly excludes  the  idea  of  the  call  proceeding  from  him.  In 
such  case,  his  judgment  must  have  been  previously  form- 
ed t  but,  as  he  might  be  inattentive  to  the  course  of  re- 
mark at  the  moment  of  a  call  by  a  member,  the  necessity 
of  reducing  the  words  to  writing  waa  obvious. 

.^Ii-.  McL.  said,  if  the  views  he  had  summitted  were  not 
erroneous,  the  Vice  President  had  determined  correctly 
In  dechnmg  tm  call  a  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken 
in  debate  ;  and  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  Ibis  result, 
since  it  had  not  been  even  attempted  to  trust  him  wiUt 
'any  power  uf  enforcii^  his  call^  should  he  undeilake  tn 
make  it. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  enlarge  the  pnv> 
ers  of  the  Vice  President  in  this  respect,  and  was  content 
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vith  the  cxistinf^  rules  of  t'li:  Scnite.  Whether  he  looked 
to  the  past  or  the  future,  he  was  equally  indisposed  to 
dunge.  '['he  present  ruU-  were  tfic  work  of  as  abli: 
men  u  ever  ulomed  Uie  Senate— u  regardful  of  good 
order  and  deconim — as  jealous  of  their  riflits,  and  ap- 
preciated tbem  as  hi^ly  as  he.  When  he  compared 
these  rules  with  the  British  Parliamentary  practice.or  the 
rules  of  the  House  of  Kepreseutatives,  and  observed  the 
narked  diitsimilority  in  this  respect,  and  the  jealous  de- 
CercHce  paid  to  the  freedom  of  debate  by  the  Senate's 
rules,  he  could  not  attribute  them  to  accident,  but  desi^ 
— to  a  denni  founded  on  the  composition  of  the  Senate, 
the  imraluwbte  privilege  of  free  discuswon,  and  the  pecu- 
lUr  tvhitioo  of  the  presiding  officer,-  to  this  body.  lie 
had  teen  no  necesuty  of  changing  these  provisions.  Un- 
der tfaeon,  the  Senate  bad  been  conducted  through  the 
most  stormy  times  our  political  history.  The  dignity 
and  privileges  of  the  Senate  were  to  be  preserved  by  a 
firm  adherence  to  their  established  rights,  and  by  the 
vhoiesome  restraint  of  the  body  itself  over  refractory 
raemben,  rather  than  by  liglitly  yit-lding  to  temporary 
clamor- '  The  inconvenience  arising  from  disorder  in  de- 
bate operated  upon  the  Senate,  and  with  them  there  is 
ample  power  to  obviate  the  evil,  when  it  may  require 
iheir  influence.  With  the  Senate  this  power  was  safely 
deposited  ;  was  efficient  for  thcit  own  purposes,  and  safe 
fnnn  all  attempts  to  use  it  for  their  opprcsMon,  or  as  sub- 
servient to  extianeous  influence.  With  the  Senate  he 
was  disposed  to  retain  it.  He  had  felt  surprised  that,  in 
all  the  complaints  which  had  been  made  on  this  subject, 
gentlemen  had  not  reflected  lliat  there  was  greater  dan- 
ger of  abusing  too  much  power,  than  from  refraining  from 
the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority.  Power  was  the  last 
thing  he  would  be  disposed  unnecessarily  to  accumulate 
in  the  hands  of  any  ftmctionary,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
strange,  that,  holding  in  our  own  hands  the  imquesttona- 
ble  autliorityi  but  fiuling  ourselves  to  use  it,  we  should  be 
seeking  to  con&d^  it  to  another  to  be  more  actively  em- 
ployed. Hy  this  amendment  it  must  be  intended  that  the 
Tice  President  shall  exert  the  power  where  the  Senate 
would  not — and  for  that,  if  for  nothing  else,  he  would  be 
opposed  to  it  i  because,  the  time  might  come  when  he 
would  have  a.  motive  to  use  %  where  if  should  be  exert- 
ed by  no  one. 

His  experience  in  tliis  body  had  taught  him  that  there 
was  Cttlc  necessity  for  any  rule  here,  respecting  oi-der  and 
decorum  in  debate.  The  dignified  forbearance  and  liberal 
comity  which  had  uniformly  marked  the  deliberations  of 
the  Senate,  themselves,  created  a  law,  and  imposed  re- 
tnunts,  more  efficient  than  any  written  rule.  They  arose 
from  a  consciousness  of  the  possession  of  the  ultimate 
power  to  enforce  respect  for  the  rules  of  decorum,  by 
other  means,  when  these  fitiled.  In  such  a  body,  be  said, 
that  was  the  only  efficient  law.  It  was  the  great  moral 
influence  of  the  power  of  the  body  for  its  own  preserva- 
tion, which,  like  tltat  of  punishing  fur  contempt,  or  breach 
of  privilege,  required  no  written  code  ;  which  was  within 
u»  ami  around  accompanied  us  in  all  our  walks,  was 
our  shield  and  buckler,  and,  though  strong  as  iron,  was 
yet  Gght  as  air.  He  believed  this  muial  force  was  weak> 
ened  liy  too  much  speciality  in  regulations  of  onler,  as 
the  multiplying  rules  of  order  not  unFrequentIy4ed  to 
disorder.  After  all,  he  said,  out-  main  reliance  was  upon 
our  own  sense  of  self-respect,  of  what  was  due  to  the 
Senate,  to  the  country,  and  to  ourselves,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  a  higher  power  to  be  exerted,  when  every  thing 
cbe  fiuled.  On  slight  occasions,  the  exertion  of  any  power 
over  this  subject  would  be  injudicious — m  those  of  great 
emergency,  Uiat  of  the  Senate  only  would  be  proper. 

A  call  to  order,  if  confined  to  admonition  merely, would 
be  unavailing  where  this  power  ought  properly  to  be  ex- 
erted ;  but  it  is  the  power  of  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
call,  by  punishment  proper  for  the  offence,  by  degrading 


the  member,  or  denying  him  the  privilege  of  debating, 
that  formed  the  essence  of  the  rule  ;  and  such  power,  he 
repented,  either  as  It  reganled  the  application  of  the  re> 
medy,  at  the  indication  of  its  necessity,  he  was  unwillin|r 
to  strip  from  the  Senate,  and  confer  on  the  Vice  Vresi- 
dent.  In  these  obsenations,  he  had  no  reference  to  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  Chair  :  for  lie  hoped  he  might 
be  allowed  to  remark,  without  going  out  of  his  way,  lliat  • 
neither  the  present  state  of  things,  nor  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's own  just  and  enlightened  appreciation  of  his  au- 
thority, indicated  danger  from  tliat  quarter.  He  did  not 
fear  that  power  would  be  usurped  or  abused  now. '  But 
no  one  could  tell  how  lung  the  present  state  of  things 
might  continue,  or  the -same  liberal  dispoution  preside 
over  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had  no  agency  in  tlie 
choice  of  their  presiding  officer ;  and,  in  tlie  political  re- 
volutions of  society,  a  new  order  of  things  might  arise, 
and  subject  us  to  the  rule  of  an  officer  who  may  desire  to 
seek,  rather  than  simn  power — to  arrest  debate  here,  in 
order  to  check  its  influence  elsewhere.  For  such  and  all 
other  events,  he  thought  we  shonld  be  best  prepai-eil,  by 
retaining  with  the  Senate  the  whole  power  over  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  was  desirous  of  manifesting,  by  his  vote  on 
this  occasion,  that  he  believed  it  safer  there  than  in  other 
hands. 

He  deemed  it  useless  to  authorize  a  call  to  onler, with, 
out  accompanying  it  with  the  power  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  call,  and  looking,  therefore,  to  this  amendment,  as 
clothing  the  Vice  President  with  the  power  of  enforcing 
bis  deci^ons,  by  controlling  discussion  on  this  floor,  he 
fouml  It  ditUcult  to  imagine  an  occasion,  in  which  such 
po'ver  would  be  necessary,  or  in  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  use  it. 

By  the  principles  of  our  free  Government,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  habits  of  our  people,  a  liberal  latitude  of  de- 
bate is  proper  and  allowable.  What  words  majr  be  dis- 
orderly, is  not  unfrecjuently  a  question  full  of  difficulty, 
more  likel}>  to  be  satis&ctoril^  decided  by  the  Senators 
themselves,  according  to  their  own  sense  of  propriety, 
than  by  anotlier  person,  in  conformity  with  any  system  of 
rulcS  wliatsoever. 

From  the  character  of  Parliamentary  difecusuon,  a 
scope  of  remiirk,  more  or  lees  discursive  and  desultory, 
was  to  be  expected,  and  he  thought  strictly  allowable. 
Political  dist^uisition,  in  many  inatancea,  defied  the  re- 
straint of  logical  precision  ;  and,  in  the  discussion  of  the 
great  political  measures  of  this  Government,  connecting 
themselves  with  the  policy  of  an  administration,  and  the 
character  and  ambition  of  public  men,  a  free  and  exces- 
sive range  of  debate  was  essential  to  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  the  dearest  privilege  of  the  ciUzen.  To  detect,  in 
all  cases,  what  would  be  such  a  departure  from  the  pro- 
per  license  as  would  be  deemed  -  impertinent  and  disor- 
derly, was  scarcely  practicable.  In  such  a  body  as  this,  we 
cannot  erect  a  common  standard  for  all.  Every  man  is 
not  a  dialectician,  or  severely  disciplined  by  the  rules  of 
logic.  We  are  not  to  forget  the  compowtion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union,  the  wide  range  from  which  its 
members  are  selected,  or  the  divern^  of  tlieir  minds,  ha- 
bits,, and  education.  We  come  Itere  inspired  with  a  patri- 
otic ardor,  placing  a  high  value  up<in  the  virtues  of  the 
People,  holding  the  Government  in  all  things  strictly  ac- 
countable for  its  actions,  and  our  constituents  expect  from 
us  a  free  exposure  of  our  opinions  of  men  and  measures. 
It  is  in  this  way  that  much  useful  information  is  diffused 
throughout  ttie  Union,  and  the  attention  of  the  People  fix- 
ed upon  the  operations  of  the  Government  and  the  conduct 
of  public  men.  I'he  People  who  send  us  have  a  riglit 
to  expect  the  representative  lo  be  tolerated  and  heard, 
though  he  may  not  be  skilled  in  all  the  niceties  of  parlia- 
mentary order.  He  meant  not  to  excuse  indecorous  lan- 
guage, or  mere  perwnaUty,  hut  he  tliought  the  liberty  of 
speech  fluurishcd  best  untrammelled  by  too  much  rule  \ 
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but,  regulated  by  those  salutary  restnunts  imposed  by  the 
in0uence  of  a  liberal  education,  good  taste,  and  strong  na- 
tive sense  ofthe  speaker  and  his  audience,  close  argument, 
in  strict  conformity  with  cold  logical  deiluClion,  might 
best  comport  with  his  habits  of  (hoaght  and  action ;  and 
a  mild,  but  firm,  exposure  of  political  abuses,  nnight  full 
.  less  harshly  upon  his  ear,  and  produce  equal  effect  upon 
his  mind  i  but  he  would  not,  for  that  reason,  bring  all 

*  others  to  the  same  standard.  Nor  would  he  disguise  the 
pleasure  with  which  he  oHen  heard  and  was  instructed 
by  the  brilliant  cfTorts  of  a  bolder  and  more  highly  gifted 

^   genius,  which,  defying  all  rule,  spmted  in  Its  own  pecu- 
liar element. 

It  had  been  aptly  said,  by  one  of  the  greatest  orators  of 
modem  days,  "that  it  was  the  nature  ot  genius  to  break 
**  from  the  fetters  of  criticism,  though  ite  wanderings 
*'  were  sanctioned  by  its  nujesty  and  wisdom  when  it  ad' 
*' vances  in  its  path — and  was  tamed  into  dulnesa  when 
"  subjected  to  nde."  Mr.  McL.  said,  the  liberty  of  this 
country  could  not  exist  without  a  rational  freedom  of 
speech  and  action,  which  should  only  be  prevented  from 
degenerating  into  licentiousness.  In  the  language  of  tlie 
orator  from  whom  he  had  already  borrowed,  "he  must 
**  be  content  to  take  Liberty,  the  fast  best  gif^,  just  as  she 
M — yre  may  pare  her  down  into  bashful  irregularity, 
*'  and  shape  her  into  a  perfect  model  of  severe  scrupulous 
"  law,  but  she  would  then  be  Liberty  no  longer." 

He  desired  not  to  be  understood,  by  these  observations, 
as  extending  impugnity  to  every  thing  that  may  be  utter 
ed  in  debate  on  tliis  floor,  but  as  contending  merely  that 
the  line  of  this  indulgence  .cannot  welt  be  nxed  by  rule. 
The  hberty  of  speech  here  implies  as  much  obscr\-ance 
of  order,  positive  or  otherwise,  as  is  consistent  with  the 
right  boldly  and  freely  to  expose  to  the  People  the  real 
character  of  all  subjects  which  it  concerns  their  interest 
to  know.  What  that  latitude  is,  canitot  be  well  promul- 
gated in  the  abstract,  but  should  be  judged  of  in  the  par- 

•  ticular  instance,  and  by  those  whose  deliberations  were 
to  be  affSectcd.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  ultimate  power 
in  the  Senate,  to  which  be  bad  advened,  was  sufficient 
for  this  purpose  t  and,  if  used  with  a  wise  forbearance, 
few  occanona  would  call  for  its  interference.  It  was  his 
pride  to  hope  and  to  feel  that  the  Senate  was  not  imme- 
diately exposed  to  the  violence  of  political  stonnB,which, 
though  they  might  sometimes  sweep  over  us,  unlexa  we 
followed  them,  and  mingled  in  the  tumult,  would  leave 
us  on  the  high  ground  on  which  the  Constitution  had 
placed  us. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he  sliould  not 
have  thought  of  offering  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
flideration  ;  but,  while  the  rules  were  under  discussion, 
he  thought  it  best  to  make  them  as  perfect  as  possible. 
At  present  all  things  were  tranquil ;  but  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  country  might  not  alwaya  remain,  and  it 
was  desirable  that  all  measures  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
serve it.  If  the  question  involved  in  this  amendment  had 
already  gone  forth  among  the  People,  and  caused  some 
commotion,  it  was  high  time  that  it  should  be  finally  set- 
tled. He  had  always  considered  it  the  liffht  ex  vi  termini 
of  the  Prendent  to  quell  all  diaordera  of  whatever  descrip. 
tion. 

Tbe  question  was,  whether  it  should  not  be  the  right 
of  the  Prendent  to  call  to  order,  giving  the  privilege  to 
any  member  to  call  for  a  revision  of  the  decision  by  tl>c 
Senate.  It  was  a  rule  of  the  Senate  for  thirty-five  years, 
for  the  President  to  call  to  order,  and  he,  himself,  had 
been  the  subject  of  it.  He  had  been  called  to  order  by 
his  late  venerable  friend  Mr.  Gaillard.  He  had  appealed 
to  the  Senate  to  say  whether  he  was  out  of  order,  and  tbe 
decision  was,  that  there  could  be  no  appeal.  It  seemed 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  they  were  going 
to  place  a  tyrant  in  the  Chair,  and  that  against  his  lawless 
rule  it  was  necessary  to  proride.   This  did  not  produce 


any  effect  on  his  mind.    While  a  Vice  President  iraa  in 

the  rhair  he  had  no  fear.  While  the  presiding officerof 
the  Senate  was  one  in  whom  the  People  had  confidence, 
and  who  reached  his  elevation  legally,  he  saw  no  cause 
of  apprehension.  In  the  House  or  Representatives,  thr 
members  or  the  Chair  have  the  right  to  call  to  order.  If 
it  dii  not  exist  in  the  office  of  Vice  President,  the  Senate 
had  the  right  to  gii-e  it  to  him  (  and  he  was  in  fkvor  of 
doing  so.  As  to  the  iupposltion  that  the  Vice  Prewdenl 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  did  not  believe  the 
position  could  be  maintained,  as  he  was  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  he  was  made  part  of  the  body  ty  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  true  that  all  the  powers  formerly  ex- 
ercised by  the  Chair  had  not  been  considered  inatrenable- 
For  instance,  the  manner  of  nominating  committees  had 
been  changed  several  times,  and  at  present  that  duty  waa 
transferred  to  tlie  Senate  itself-  But  the're  were  other 
powers  which  were  entirely  incidenfil'to  the  Chair,  and 
could  be  vested  no  where  else.  'jV  gentleman  gets  up, 
and  makes  a  certain  proposition.  Does  not  the  Chair  tell 
him  he  is  out  of  order  ?  This  is  done  every  day.  When 
two  members  rose  also  at  the  same  time,  power  was  given 
(o  the  presiding  officer  to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  ^leak 
first.  If  the  principle  now  attempted  to  be  establimed 
were  correctly  founded,  why  should  this  power  pertain 
entirely  to  the  presiding  officVr  ^  Why  should  not  one 
ofthe  forty-eight  members  do  this  '  It  would  be  idle  to 
argue  in  this  way ;  and  it  was,  Mr  S.  considered,  strong 
proof  that  tlie  Vice  President  had  all  tlie  powers  incidental 
to  his  situation.  If  they  looked  even  to  ordinar}'  societies, 
they  shoiiW  find  that  tney  elected  their  President,  who, 
by  the  election,  was  invested  with  all  neces»ry  powei* 
for  directing  the  business  of  the  meetings.  lie  becomes 
at  once  the  judge  of  what  is  to  be  done,  and  the  director 
of  the  mode  In  which  it  shall  be  done.  I,  for  one,  said 
Mr.  S.,  am  for  giving  power  to  the  Chair,  if  there  is  any 
serious  doubt  of  his  possessing  it.  I  think  tliere  ia  no 
danger  in  giving  him  such  a  power.  If  two  members 
were  to  quarrel  across  the  house,  would  the  Chur  decline 
interfering  }  Or,  suppose  that  a  Senator  were  to  go  at 
length  into  the  consideration  of  a  subject  entirely  fi>reign 
to  the  question  in  hand,  and  talk  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy 
when  the  question  of  the  proper  location  of  a  rosui  waa 
before  the  Senate  ?  or  discuss  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
propriatiun,  when  no  appropriation  was  contemplated.^ 
Would  the  Chair  ait  silent  and  permit  this  irrelevant^  t 
Certainly  not.  If  he  did,  an  individual  might  talk  here 
a  whole  day,  and  arrive  at  nothing.  There  were  rules, 
the  enforcement  of  which  could  not  be  taken  from  the 
chair  without  making  the  Senate  a  mere  nullity.  It  would 
be,  in  fact,  throwing  a  new  and  inconvenient  duty  into  the 
hands  of  the  members,  b^  setting  them  to  watch  over  um} 
adnuniaterthe  rule^  which,  in  reality,  belongs  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

The  House  of  Representatives  was  so  fully  convinced 
of  the  necesMty  of  some  vigorous  depository  of  this  power 
to  preserve  order,  that  they  had  taken  away  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  ull  of  the  Chair.  He  believed  that  every 
deliberative  body  must  have  a  presiding  officer,  and  that 
individual  ought  to  have  the  requisite  authority  for  con* 
serving  the  order  of  the  meeting,  and  'advancing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  public  business.  That  tlna  duty  might  nut 
be  embarrassing,  and  to  relieve  the  feelings  ofthe  Chair* 
man,  an  appeal  to  the  body  ought  to  be  allowed.  If^ 
therefore,  no  other  person  made  the  motion,  Mr.  S.  should 
move  that  the  President  h^tve  power  to  call  to  order,  and 
a  right  of  appealing  to  tlie  decision  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  that,  hi  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  he  owed  it  to  btmselfto  say,  that  his  remarks 
had  been  made  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio^ 
who  thought  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  Vice  Preti- 
sident  the  power  of  calling  to  ot^er  without  appealing  to 
the  Senate.   It  was  in  regard  to  tliis  statement  that  he 
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bad  iMd  that  such  a  ciHistruction  would  clothe  the  Pre- 
adent  of  the  Senatte  with  a  tremendous  power.  But  he 
did  not  believe  any  such  thinff.  He  wa«  of  opinion  that 
the  Senate  had  a  riebt  to  give  the  power  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
lident  to  call  to  order,  wiUi  or  without  an  appeal- 

Mr.McKlNLEV  merely  rose  to  give  the  opinions  which 
vould  hiAuence  hu  vote.  He  looked  upon  all  objections 
to  the  amendment  as  havinf;  a  bearing  upon  the  Consti- 
tndonal  question.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Vice  Pre- 
»dent  was  not  a  member  orthis  body.  If  this  declsralion 
were  modified  so  as  to  be  that  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he 
would  agree  to  it.  But  be  maintained  that  he  was  a 
member.  The  argument  appears  to  be  grounded  on  the 
&ct  that  the  Senate  does  not  elect  htm.  We  complain 
that  we  de  not  elect  him — that  he  is  not  a  member — bat 
igainst  whom  do  we  complain  ?  Against  the  People  of 
the  United  States.  They  elect  him  t  and  they,  by  the 
Constitution,  declare  that  he  shall  preside  over  the  de- 
liberations of  the  Senate.  1  say,  tlien,  said  Mr.  McK.,  it 
is  the  Vice  President  to  whom  ihe  powers  naturally  be- 
longing to  K  presiding  officer  should  be  accorded.  Who 
is  to  <Io  the  dut^  but  him  }  Who  else  sltoiild  preserve 
order,  so  necessary  to  the  cflTectuol  perTormance  of  the 
dutiea  of  Senatora  ?  It  had  been  said  that  he  possened 
no  inherent  power.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  McK.,  understand 
the  tem.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  officer  of  Govern- 
ment possessed  inherent  power  {  he  rather  lliougbt  all 
powers  under  the  Constitution  were  delegated.  He  would 
ask  in  what  the  difference  consisted  between  the  duties 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  HepreseiiUlives  and  the 
President  of  this  body  ?  He  did  not  see  the  great  dis- 
tinction that  had  been  imagined.  But  the  great  objec- 
tion was,  that  the  Vice  President  not  being  responsible  to 
this  body,  wo  cannot  expel  him  in  case  of  misconduct. 
But  again,  I  ask,  whose  fault  is  it  that  we  are  so  restricted? 
And  again,  I  answer,  that  of  the  People  and  the  Consti- 
talion.  And  are  we  to  By  in  the  fkce  of  the  Constitution, 
and  ny  that,  because  the  presiding  officer  is  elected  dif- 
ferenOir,  we  will  not  give  him  tlie  power  necessary  for 
the  proper  performance  of  his  duties  ?  Order  must  be 
preserred  by  some  one  ;  and  it  is  preser\*ed  by  the  Vice 
Prcsidentin  the  Senate,  under  a  clause  in  the  Constitution- 
It  was  surely  not  the  particular  duty  of  a  member  to  call 
Mother  to  order.  He  is  the  interested  persoo,  and  ought 
to  be  free  from  all  interference  in  the  duty.  There  should 
beaoautbon^abovebim  to  judge  eecdy  ofthe  pn^riety 
of  the  procedure.  He  wished  to  know  whether  there 
VIS  not  a  general  role  in  everv  deliberative  body  for  this 
purpose  >  Where  did  the  discretion  rest,  but  in  the 
lianas  of  the  presiding  officer  ?  The  Vice  President  is  a 
menibcr  of  this  body  j  be  has  a  modified  influence  in  mak' 
iog  of  all  bws,  as  he  has  the  casting  vote,  and  can  ap- 
prove or  negative  every  measure.  Was  it  not  proper  that 
'  the  power  ^ould  be  delegated  to  the  Vice  Pre«dent, 
from  the  forty-eight  Senators,  to  preserve  order  ?  He 
Uiougbt  there  could  be  no  cjuestion  of  the  expediency  of 
this  measure  ;  and  under  this  impresNon  was  in  favor  of 
the  unendment. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  if  it  was  correct  to 
ny,  as  the  Senator  from  Alabama  who  had  just  taken  his 
Mat  had  said,  that  tlie  Senate  had  no  power,  nor  was  it 
the  right  of  any  Senator,  to  caU  a  member  of  that  body 
to  order,  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  he  would  ask,  from 
whence  ii  derived  the  power  to  adopt  this  amendment  >. 
Its  object  is,  to  invest  the  Chair  with  a  power,  which  it 
•eems  to  have  been  conceded  by  all,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  this  body  docs  not  now  possess,  at  least  under  tlie 
existing  niles.  Now,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  Senate  itself 
hub  not  such  a  power,  can  it  be  contended,  that  th«r  may 
transfer  to  another,  rights  or  powers  which  ibey  do  not 
themselves  possess  ?  Surely  it  cannot  be  cwrect  to  give 
what  the  donor  lulh  not  to  bestow  \  nor  can  the  grantee 
iKKs*  aay  thing  from  such  a  discusdon. 


Mr.  M<KINLEY  here  explained.  He  said,  that  he  had 
not  meant  to  contend,  that  the  Senate  had  no  power,  or 
that  any  Senator  had  not  the  right,  but  merely  that  it  was 
not  the  duty  of  any  particular  Senator  to  exert  this  right, 
of  calling  a  member  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  resumed.  I  am  happy  to  hear  from 
the  Senator  fVom  Alabama,  that  he  admiu  the  right  of  tlie 
Senate,  and  of  each  and  every  member  of  tbts  body,  to 
exercise  the  power  which  the  amendment  proposes  to 
confer  upon  the  Chair.  The  diflTerence  of  opinion  be- 
tween this  honorable  Senator  and  myself,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  is  then  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  space  in- 
deed. He  admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each 
of  its  members ;  and  denied  that  the  presiding  officer  of 
tliis  body  enjoys  this  riglu  at  present.  He  thinks  it  ex- 
pedient, however,  that  this  ofRcer  should  possess  such  a 
power,  because  it  is  not  Ihe  special  duty  of  any  particu> 
far  Senator  to  exercise  the  right  which  confessedly  belongs 
to  him.  And  thinking  so,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  is 
willing  to  grant  such  a  power  to  the  Chair,  provided  it  is 
limited  and  restricted  as  the  amendment  proposes,  I  con- 
cur in  the  grrater  part  of  this  opinion,  althougli  not  for 
the  reason  assigned  by  tltis  honondile  Senator.  To  me 
it  has  always  appeared,  that  the  rights  of  public  agenU 
of  all  kinds,  were  bestowed  upon  them,  notfor  thairown, 
but  fur  the  public  gootl ;  and  therefore,  that  all  such  rights 
conferred,  were  in  tnith  but  duties  imposed.  Being  du- 
ties, we  have  not  the-  right  to  nbandoii  their  discharge, 
while  we  retain  the  station  to  which  such  duties  attach  : 
but  we  are  bound  to  meet  the  responsibility  they  impose, 
without  seeking  to  transfer  the  duty,  and  with  it  the  re- 
sponsibility, to  any  other.  As,  however,  it  is  unquestioti. 
ably  within  the  competency  of  the  Senate  to  do  this  act, 
and  as  some  (rifling  convenience  may  possibly  result  from 
it,  (limited  as  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  power  granted) 
I  should  have  been  quite  indifferent  as  to  Ihe  fate  of  Ibis 
amendment,  but  for  arguments  of  a  very  different  kind 
from  those  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  which 
have  been  ofliered  in  its  support  by  our  Senators^  who 
have  declared  their  purpose  to  vote  with  him  in  its  ftvor. 
To  such  arguments  I  can  never  yield  even  the  assent  of 
silence ;  and  it  is  rather  to  contest  their  correctness  and 
truth,  tlian  to  oppose  the  amendment  offered,  that  I  have 
risen  to  fiddress  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  Mr.  [RuoolksJ  has  supported 
this  amendment,  because,  as  he  supposes,  it  conveys  no 
new  power  to  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  but  is 
merely  declaratory  of  a  pre  existing  right  of  that  officer, 
a  right  wltich  that  Senator  styles  *'  an  inherent  right,"  ap- 
pertaining to  him  virlute  oMeiit  and  which  is  derived  not 
from  our  rules,  but  from  the  constitution  itself.  Now  if 
it  be  true,  tliat  this  power  is  derived  to  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  this  body  from  the  constitution,  front  whence  does 
the  Senate  acquire  the  right  to  limit  and  abridge  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  constitutionaJ  authority  of  that  ofltcer?  CSen- 
Ucmen  must  either  abandon  this  argument,  which  asserts 
an  inherent  right  in  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  de- 
rived to  him  under  the  constitution,  virtuie  offuii or  they 
must  abandon  this  amendment,  which  proposes  to  limk 
and  abridge  this  right.  The  distinction  of  a  rule  merelv 
declaratory,  will  not  serve  to  reconcile  the.  direct  repug- 
nance of  uie  two  propositions.  A  mere  declaration  of 
right,  asserU  that  which  existed  befr»re,  and  leaves  it  to 
remain  upon  the  ground  of  original  right.  It  neither 
gives  or  takes  away  any  thing.  This  amendment  how- 
ever  limits  and  abridges  the  power,  which  it  is  supposed 
to  declare  as  pre-existent  under  the  Constitution.  But  no 
department  of  this  government  can  limit  or  abridge  the 
rights  of  any,  derived  under  the  Constitution.  This 
amendment  then  must  either  be  abandoned,  or  tltis  doc- 
trine of  inherent  right  must  Ik  abandoned. 

When  the  Senator  from  Ohio, and  others  who  have  argu- 
ed like  him,  speak  of  inherent  rights,  and  mean  thereiiy 
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rights  not  specially  granted  by  the  Conafitutioii,  but  ap- 

Iiertaining  to  their  supposed  possessors  virtutt  officii  mere- 
y,  they  urge  no  new  doctrine,  but  repeat  only  what  has 
often  before  been  asserted,  in  many  different  fornrs,  and 
always  denied  whenever  it  lias  been  asserted.  In  tins 
country,  there  are  not  now,  and  since  1776  never  could 
be,  any  such  inherent  powers,  in  any  of  our  Govern- 
ments, or  in  any  functionary  uiider  these  guvcrnments. 
Here,  all  the  powers  of  govemnient,  or  of  any  its  of- 
fieert,  are  delegated  powen,  the  utmost  extent  and  limit 
of  which,  18  necessarily  limited  and  defined  by  the  grants 
under  wliich  they  may  be  claimed  ;  and  beyond  or  beside 
these  limits,  no  powers  exist  legitimately.  In  ancient  in- 
stitutions, whuse  origin  and  the  extent  of  whose  powers 
are  hidden  in  the  obscurity  of  i^mote  antiquity,  there  ex- 
ists some  reason  for  tbts  pretension  of  inherent  rights.  As 
to  such  institutions,  the  first  we  know  of  them  is,  that 
they  then  existed,  and  existed  in  the  sdmitted  exercise  of 
powers,  whence  deriv<;d,  or  to  what  extending,  we  do 
not  know.  The  right  to  the  power  claimed  was  there- 
fore inferred  from  its  admitted  exercise  {  and  the  limit  uf 
this  power  is  measured,  by  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
power  so  possessed.  It  is  from  such  sources  only  that 
Kings  derive  their  prcro^tives,  parliaments  their  unde- 
fined privileges,  and  ancient  courts  their  jurisdiction.  In 
this  country,  however,  where  all  our  institutions  arc  new- 
ly created,  and  stand  upon  the  foundation  of  written  char- 
ters, where  b\\  our  ofHces  are  created  by  written  laws,  de- 
fining their  uses,  and  so  limiting  tlieir  authority,  a  claim 
to  inherent  power  is  contrary  to  the  principles  which  pro- 
duced such  a  state  of  things,  and  equally  opposed  to  all 
sound  construction  of  grants.  Whatever  rights  exist  here 
in  public  functionaries  of  any  kind,  exist  not  as  inherent 
in  the  thing  existing,  but  as  grranted  to  the  thing  created. 
Granted  by  its  creator  under  the  instrument  creating  it ; 
and  necessarily  limited  thereby,  because  it  is  a  grant. 

It  is  true,  that  when  the  instrtiment  creatiii}^  an  office, 
instead  of  defining  its  powers,  by  »n  enumeration  of  all 
the  qualities  with  which  it  is  meant  to  endow  the  ofiioer, 
effects  this  limitation  in  a  description  given  by  the  use  of 
some  old  and  well  ichuwn  word,  there  the  extent  of  the 
powers  io  granted  must  be  sought  for,  tn  the  meaning  of 
the  descriptive  terms  used.  In  such  cases,  we  must  re- 
cur to  the  approved  definition  of  the  well  Vnown  terms 
employed,  in  order  to  measure  the  extent  of  the  powers 
ano  rights  thereby  transferred.  But  having  once  ascer- 
tained what  that  definition  is,  the  extent  of  the  grant  is 
limited  tlicreby,  as  perfectly,  as  if  all  the  qualities  com- 
prehended by  the  definition,  had  been  inserted  by  ap- 
pApriate  names  in  the  concession  itself.  It  is  thus  we 
ascertain  the  limits  of  the  powt  rs  of  CoiigresB  over  person- 
al liberty,  in  tlie  prohibition  of  the  constitution  to  suspend 
the  well  known  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  It  is  thus  we  de- 
rive many  of  the  powers  possessed  by  those  bodies  which 
are  describe<l  by  the  well  known  term  Courts.  And  it  ia 
thus  we  are  secured  in  tlie  enjoyment  of  the  privilege  of 
trial  by  Jury  in  criminal  cases.  It  would  be  vain,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  these  sources  of  power,  to  discover  the 
right  said  to  be  inherent  in  the  presiding  ofRcer  of  this 
body,  of  colling  a  member  to  orders  fur  words  spoken  in 
debate. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  is  made  by  the 
constitution  the  presiding  officer  ofthis body,  ami  occupies 
in  relation  to  the  Senate,  a  position  analogous  to  that  wliich 
the  Presidt  ni  of  the  United  States  occupies  in  relation  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  ovtr  whom,  lie  too  is  called  by 
the  Conatitution  to  preside.  If  then,  it  is  true,  that  any  in- 
herent rights  appertain  to  the  one  presiding  oflicer,  virtute 
officii  as  President  of  the  Senate,  inherent  rights  must  also 
appertain  to  the  other  presiding  sfficer,  virluU  officii  as 
Frendent  of  the  United  States.  If  tlic  first  uf  these 
gentlemen  is  autiiorized,in  virtue  of  his  undelegated  but 
inherent  right,  to  keep  onlcr  in  this  body,  Uie  other 


gentleman  is  also  authorized,  in  the  same  way,  to  keep 
order  in  the  body  over  which  he  too  presides,  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  You  may 
call  the  inherent  power  of  the  one  of  these  officers  by  the 
modest  term  of  privilege,  If  you  please,  but  1  humbly 
conceive  you  can  affix  no  appropriate  name  to  the  inher- 
ent, and  undefined  powers  of  the  other,  but  that  of  pre- 
rogative ;  and  no  Senator,  I  persiude  myself,  can  be 
found  tn  open  lulvocate  for  any  such  odious  power  as  this, 
can  it  by  what  name  you  please,  or  locate  it  where  yuu 
can. 

This  analogy  between  the  President  and  Alee  Picsi- 
dent  is  complete,  and  runs  through.  The  President  has 
the  right,  and  is  bound  by  his  duty,  I  admit,  to  keep  or- 
der in  the  body  of  the  people  of  tlie  United  States.  But 
how  and  wbv  is  he  to  do  this  ?  By  taking  care  that  their 
taws  are  Mtltfully  executed,  and  that  the  powers  especi- 
ally delegated  to  him  by  the  Constitution,  are  duly  exert- 
ed within  the  limits  of  his  prescribed  authority.  All  tlu» 
is  specifically  required  nf  him  by  the  (>oiisIitutlon  itself ; 
and  without  tliia  special  requirement,  he  could  not  per-* 
form  one  of  his  executive  fimctions.  If  he  may  go  beyond 
this  limit,  he  enters  immediately  iipon  the  bouncUesi  field 
of  prerogative,  whose  most  odious  character  is,  that  it  is 
undefined  ;  and  then,  whi  maj'  say  where  he  should  stop  ' 
So  too  it  is  the  riglit  of  the  Vice  Presldentj  and  he  is  auo 
bound  by  his  duty,  I  admit,  to  keep  order  in  the  Senate. 
But  how  is  he  to  do  tli:s  ?  IJy  taking  care  that  theirnilcs, 
which  are  their  laws,  arc  faithfully  Executed  ^  and  tltM 
all  their  powers,  spc-clally  delegated  to  him  by  these 
rules,  are  duly  exerted  within  the  limit  prcscrihed  to  him 
thereby.  Without  this  special  delegation  of  power  by 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  the  Vice  President,  as  President 
of  the  Senate,  coidd  do  no  act,  except  to  vole  wlicn  tills 
body  is  equally  divided,  which  is  the  only  authority  given 
to  him  by  the  Constitution.  The  rules  of  the  Senate  arc 
to  their  presiding  officer,  precisely  what  ttie  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  arc  to  the  President.  The 
latter  may  not  exercise  any  power  beyond  or  beside  the 
limits  prescribed  to  him  by  this  Constitution  and  these 
laws,  nor  may  the  frrmcr  legitimately  claim  any  power  be- 
yond or  beside  the  limits  prescribed  to  him  by  the  rule* 
of  the  Senate,  except  in  the  single  case,  before  mention- 
ed, the  very  ipeclfication  of  which  in  the  Constitution, 
is  conclusive  to  shew,  that  all  others  were  intended  to  be 
thereby  excludrd- 

If  gentlemen  will  but  settle  in  their  own  minds  the 
meaning  properly  belonging  lo  the  terms  we  employ  in 
this  debate,  1  scarcely  think  they  can  differ  in  opinion. 
What  is  disorder,  which  we  all  agree  ought  to  be  suppres- 
sed ^  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  breach  of  order.  And 
what  ia  order,  which  every  one  concnts  ought  to  be  pre- 
served }  Nothing  more  than  the  observance  of  prescribed 
rules.  None  may  prescribe  rules  to  another,  however,  ex- 
cept he  be  superior  to  that  other,  or  is  specially  autlioriz- 
ed  so  to  do  by  some  common  superior  of  both.  Hov  can 
any  gentleman  read  the  Constitution,  which  specially  au- 
thorizes the  Senate  to  prescribe  its  own  rules,  and  then 
say  that  such  a  power  belongs  to  its  presiding  officer  * 
Or  is  there  any  Senator  prepared  to  concede,  that  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter  of  prescribing  niles  of  orderly  pro- 
ceeding for  the  Senate,  the  presiding  officer,  who  has  no 
authority  given  to  him,  is  the  superior  uf  that  body  upon 
which  the  whole  power  over  the  subject  is  exprebsly  con- 
ferred 

Mr.  President,  suppose  that,  instead  of  renouncing  all 
pretension  to  this  iillierent  power  which  is  now  claimed 
for  you,  you  had  asserted  a  claim  to  enjoy  it,  and  that  the 
Senate  had  denied  the  legitimacy  uf  the  claim.  Docsany 
one  doubl,  that,  under  their  clear  right  to  prescribe  tlie 
rules  of  their  own  proceeding,  the  Senate  might  properly 
establish  a  ru!e  cunveiting  what  you  might  call  disorder 
into  order,  or  vice  versa i  and  titaiyou  would  be  bound  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  DEBATKS  IN  GONi^BKSS 


303 


r».  11, 1S3*.] 


Pow&v  of  the  Fiee  Praidenl. 


[SBNATK. 


obey  this  lule  ?  But,  if  so,  what  becomea  of  thU  inbtrent 
right '  You  thCTi  would  stand  the  mere  minister,  not  of 
your  owD  but  of  the"Senat<j*9  will,  bound  to  conform  to 
their  behests  in  all  things,  except  in  the  single  case  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  in  which  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided  could  have  no  will.  And  even  as  to  this 
t$ae,  your  power  to  bind  the  Senate  is  not  enjoyed  be- 
csuK  it  is  an  inhetent  power,  but  because  it  a  power  spe- 
cially delegated. 

I  ask  of  Senators  who  contend  for  this  inherent  right  in 
the  Chair,  (which  you,  sir,  have  so  properly,  1  think, 
dischimecl,)  and  who  announce  their  purpose  to  vote  for 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  what  will  be  their  situ- 
ation  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  and  »  casr  arises,  in 
vhich,  upon  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the 
Senate  should  differ  from  their  presiding  officer,  andr*- 
rcrse  his  decree  Will  this  inherent  power,  supposed  to 
reside  in  the  Chair,  and  to  be  derivetl  from  the  Constitu- 
tion itself,  wer-ride  the  power  expressly  delegated  to  the 
Senate,  to  prescribe  their  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and 
sustain  ttie  decision  of  tlie  Chair,  although  reversed  by 
the  Senate  ?  Or  will  the  expressly  granted  powers  of  the 
Senate  nlence  the  supposed  inherent  right  of  the  Chair 
and  put  down  the  reversed  decree  ?  If  the  two  powers 
CQflflict,  they  cannot  co-exist.  The  appeal  must  be  either 
nugatory  or  efficient  It  cannot  be  both.  If  the  right 
of  appeal  IS  efficient,  it  ciiii  only  be  bo  because  this  sup- 
posed inherent  right  of  the  Chiur  is  subordinate  to  tlie 
appellate  power  resen'cd  by  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
notderived  to  the  Chair  from  the  Constitution.  And  if 
the  right  of  appeal,  which  the  amendment  reserves,  is 
nugatorj',  how  can  gentlemen  iustiftr  to  themselves  the 
assertion  of  a  high  power,  wliicii  they  are  prepared  to 
abandon  whenever  the  case  arises  wherein  the  power  is 
to  be  eicrted  * 

It  has  been  said,  that  those  who  tike  mc,  deny  the  cX' 
tstence  of  this  inherent  power  In  the  Chair,  and  who  will 
not  consent  to  give  it  as  a  granted  power,  because  it  may 
be  abused,  and  by  one  not  resnonuble  to  the  Senate  for 
such  abuse,  that  we  are  cvmplaining  of  tlie  Constitution, 
vhich  bestowed  this  character  upon  our  presiding  offi- 
cer.   1  deny  this.    Our  complaint,  if  any  sucii  has  been 
uttered,  is  not  ajfainst  Ute  Constitution,  but  against  those 
who,  according  to  our  judgment,  misinterpret  that  Con- 
stitution, when  they  assetl  such  powers  ti  be  deduced 
from  it.    Wliat  is  the  power  which  it  is- said  the  Chur 
posBCSsea  under  the  Constitution  *  The  right  of  stopping 
debate  at  tlie  will  of  the  presiding  ofRce^.    Now,  I  had 
supposed,  that  at  this  day  it  was  conceded  by  all,  (hut 
the  freedom  of  the  jJl«ss  and  the  freedom  of  religion, 
were  righla  guarjiitied  by  the  Constitution,  to  all  its 
subjects  }  and  that  all  the  legitimate  powers  of  every  de< 
partmentof  iliia  Government  combined,  couM  not  deprive 
any  citizen  oi  cither  ofthese  rights.   All,  however,  must 
admit,  1  thinfc,  that  the  freedom  of  debate  in  Uie  Legisla- 
tive Hidls,  a  a  ri^ht  as  valuable,  and  as  perfectly  secured 
bj-  the  Constitution  as  the  freedom  of  the  press.  If,  then, 
the  powers  of  all  the  departments  of  this  Government 
combined,  is  nut  equal  to  restrain  the  one,  which  i&  the 
smaller,  how  can  it  be  correct  to  argue,  that  the  power  of 
a  single  functional^  of  that  Government  is  e^iial  to  re- 
strain the  other*  which  is  the  higher  and  more  important 
privilege    TIic  old  distinction  between  liberty  and  licen- 
tiousness must  not  ag^n  be  invoked  to  aid  this  purpose. 
The  decree  of  the  People  has  gone  abroad,  they  have 
ruled,  that  this  Government  can  not  abridge  the  free- 
iloni,  under  the  pretext  of  preventing  the  licentiousness 
of  the  press.    That  this  licentiousness,  when  it  exists, 
must  be  treated  of  by  them  when  acting  in  a  different  ca- 
pacity than  as  members  of  a  I'cdcnd  Union.    That  the 
appeal  must  be  made  to  the  States.    So  too  here,  if  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  thi3bo<1y  shall  ever  degenerate  into 
licentiousness  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  such  an 


act,  is  not  now,  and  never  ougl.t  to  be,  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  its  executive  officer,  who  by  the  tenure  of 
his  office,  is  irresponsible  to  the  body  itself ;  but  as  in 
the  other  case,  should  always  be  restrained  by  the  body 
itself,  representing,  as  it  does,  the  Sovereign  States.  If  for 
the  sake  of  th«ir  own  convenience,  the  Senate  shall  choose 
to  impose  this  as  n  duty  on  their  presiding  officer,  and  for 
the  sake  of  security,  shall  guard  its  exercise  as  this  amend- 
ment proposes  to  do,  by  retaining  the  right  of  appealing 
from  his  decision,  I  feel  quite  indifferent  as  to  such  a 
grant.  But  while  a  single  Senator  shall  claim  such  a 
power  for  tiie  Chair,  as  a  right  inherent  in  it,  and  derived 
to  it,  not  from  the  Senate,  but  from  the  Constitution  it-  ' 
self,  I  will  oppose  even  such  an  amendment  as  this,  lest 
the  reasons  of  my  vote  may  be  misconceived,  either  by 
the  Chair,  or  by  a'ny  body  else. 

Mr.  HAYNK  said,  there  was  but  one  quesiion  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  which  involved  principle,  or  was  in 
any  dcgi-ee  material,  and  that  was  .whether  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Uiiiled  States,  as  I'resident  of  the  Senate, 
virlutt  offidi,  had  any  power  in  relation  to  questions  of 
order,  except  such  as  was  conferred  by  the  rules  of  this 
House  >  The  Constitution  declares,  that  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be-Presidenl  ot  the  Senate.    It  makes  him  the 

firesidlng  officer  over  this  branch  of  the  National  Legis- 
ature,  but  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  by  what  rules  he  is 
to  be  governed,  the  CunRtitution  is  silent.     The  Consti- 
tution, however,  expressly  declares  that  this  House  stiall 
prescribe  "  the  ndesof  its  own  proceeding."  And  here 
ii  found  tlie  power,  the  only  power,  under  which  rules  of 
order -can  be  made  appFicable  to  this  House .   If  the  Vice 
President  has  any  power  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except 
toexpound  and  enlbrce  such  rules  as  the  Senate  may  pro- 
vide, deriving  that  power  from  the  Constitution,  he  must 
possess  it  entirely  free  from  our  control.  An  inherent  pow- 
er must  make  him  tlie  sole  and  exclusive  judge,  without 
appeal,  in  all  questions  of  order.    There  can  be  no  limita- 
tion to  such  a  power,  but  the  discretion  of  the  officer  who 
is  to  exercise  It.    This  construction  would  plac«  the  Se- 
nate at  tlic  feet  of  an  officer,  neither  elected  by,  nor  re- 
spon^ble  to  them.    Hy  oonstruction  of  the  Constitution 
is  very  different  from  this.    I  look  upon  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, when  taking  tils  seat,  as  President  of  this  body,  as 
standing  precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  Ihe  Speaker  of 
the  IlouKC  of  Representatives.    They  are  both  presiding 
officers,  but  they  must  prende  in  conformity  with  the  rules 
of  the  respective  Houses.    In  these  views,  I  understand 
every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  this  subject  (except 
two)  to  concur.    The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
are  sufficiently  vindicated.    But  a  distinction  has  been 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicxEn- 
so!*,]  between  the  power  of  the  President  in  relation 
to  matters  of  dcconim  and  in  relation  to  the  latitude  and 
freedom  of  debate,  which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  well 
founded  {  the  former,  he  contends,  belongs  to  the  Presi- 
dent by  virtue  of  his  office,  while  the  latter  can  only  be 
derived  from  the  rules  of  tlie  Senate.    *l"he  correctnesf 
of  this  distinction,  1  think,  may  be  well  doubted.  For 
my  own  part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Preside  nt  can 
possess  any  power  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  wbicii  is  not  conferred  by  the  rules  of  this  House. 
With  respect  to  the  class  of  cases  which  have  been  stated, 
such  as  a  disturbance  in  the  lobby,  or  a  fray  on  the  flour, 
and  otiicrs  of  a  similar  character,  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  enforce  order  is  derived  from  the  rules  of  the 
House.    In  matters  of  such  minor  importance,  and  so  lit- 
tle liable  to  abuse,  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  may  well  be  regarded  as  constituting  its 
rules.    It  is  &  species  of  common  law  of  all  deliberative 
bodies,  that  no  violent  interruption  of  their  deliberations 
should  be  suffered.    But  there  is  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween the  exercise  of  this  authority,  by  virtue  cf  a  nila  of 
the  Senate,  express  or  implied,  and  the  exercise  of  the 
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same  authority  by  virtue  of  certain  Inherent  powers  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution.  In  the  fbmer  ease  the  Se- 
nate may  change  the  rule  at  pleaiure  i  in  the  latter,  the 
powers  of  the  President  would  be  beyond  their  control. 
Believini*,  from  this  view  ot  the  subject,  that  the  Consti- 
tution  has  merely  dewgnated  the  Vice  President,  as  the 
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ofRcer  who  is  to  preside  over  this  House,  and  carry  into 
effect  its  "  rule  or  proceeding,"  just  as  the  Speaker  Is  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  House  over  which  be  it  to  pre- 
side, it  seems  clear,  that  if  the  President  possesses  the 
power  new  in  dispute,  it  must  be  under  some  rule  either 
e:tpress  or  implied.    Now  if  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
we  had  no  written  rule,  gentlemen  might  resort  to  the 
usage  of  the  Hobse,  (if  such  bad  been  the  usage,  which  1 
do  not  believe  to  be  the  fact,)  in  order  to  show  that  the 
President  possessed  tlie  power  in  question.    But,  on  this 
subject,  the  existence  of  an  express  written  rule,  must 
prevent  us  from  resorting  to  any  other  source  for  the 
powers  of  the  President.    The  mode  of  proceeding  in 
case  of  a  violation  of  erder,  by  words  spoken  in  debate, 
u  prescribed  in  tenns  that  seem  to  admit  of  no  doubt  or 
question.    The  sixth  and  seventh  rules  declare  in  sub- 
stance, that  calls  to  order  in  such  cases  can  gnly  be  made 
by  a  member.    That  the  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  shall 
take  his  seat,  that  the  words  objected  to  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  in  order  to  enable  the  Pre^dent  to  decide 
wheUier  the  speaker  is  in  order  or  not.    Now,  let  gentle- 
men compare  this  rule  with  the  corresponding  one  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  There,  the  rule  provides  tliat 
*'the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  to  order," 
lie.    There,  the  Speaker  is  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is 
to  call  to  orclcr,  iii  tlie  first  instance.    Here,  the  Prendent 
b  merely  the  judge,  or  umpire,  between  the  Senators. 
The  difference  in  our  rules  probably  arising  from  the  dif- 
ference in  the  construction  and  character  of  the  two 
Houses. 

With  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gcn- 
lleman  from  Connecticut,  I  do  not  consider  it  very  mate- 
rial whether  it  be  adupted  or  not.  That  part  of  it  which 
provides  for  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  tlie  Chair,  I 
give  my  hearty  aiaent  to  ;  ami  even  If  the  amendment 
should  tail,  I  sliall  propose  to  incorporate  such  provision 
with  the  existing  rules.  With  respect  to  conferring  on 
the  Chair  the  power  of  regulating  the  freedom  or  latitude 
of  debate,  subjtrt  to  an  appeal  of  the  Senate,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion merely  convenience— 1  do  not  believe,  that  in  such 
a  body  as  this,  that  it  is  at  all  material  where  the  power 
is  placed  by  the  rules — whetlier  in  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
nate, or  of  the  Chair,  or  of  both  :  in  any  event,  the  oc- 
r.inon  for  its  exercise  can  very  seldom  occur.  I  feci  in- 
clined, on  the  whole,  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  because 
I  do  not  think  that  this  power  vested  in  the  Chair,  subject 
as  is  proposed  in  the  amendment,  to  an  appeal,  would  be 
liable  to  abuse,  but  more  especially,  because  by  adopting 
tliis  new  rule,  we  will  put  an  end  forever  to  tlic  dangerous 
pretension  that  has  been  set  up,  not  by  the  Cliair,  but  for 
the  Chair,  of  an  inherent  power,  vested  in  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident by  the  Constitution,  of  cuntroling,  in  a  most  alarm- 
ing manner,  the  deliberations  of  this  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional LcK'sJalnre. 

Mr,  K  ATON  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  was  convinced, 
from  the  course  the  debute  had  taken,  the  subject  would 
not  be  decidt'd  Hiis  day,  and  having  a  proposition  to 
make,  which  could  not  be  made  after  tliia  day,  lie  hoped 
the  Senate  would  concur  in  a  motion  to  lay  the  i-eport  on 
the  tublc- 

This  motion  was  tht^n  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  EATUN  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  the  Senate  given  on  1-riday,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others. 

Mr.  HAYNE  wished  tu  know  the  giound  on  which  the 
gentlentan  made  ibis  ifiotion. 

Mr.  EATON  declined  explaining  at  this  time  t  and  j  was  a  decision  upsn  which  members  of  this  body  difier 
moved  an  a^oumment.  ■ 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  conrider  the  amendment  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  reported  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  revise  the  rules,  together  with  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  FOOT,  to  tlie  6th  and  7th 
rules. 

Mr.  BARTON  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  b^  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  upon  its 
own  merits,  without  any  regard  to  the  decision  of  Ae 
Chair  in  the  memorable  session,  of  1835-6,  which  had 
been  so  unnecessarily  drawn  into  this  debate.  The  pre- 
sent rule  (the  6th),  vests  in  the  President  of  the  Senate 
the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power  to  decide  all  questions 
of  order  without  appeal,  giving  him  the  rig^it,  if  he  doubts, 
to  take  the  sense  of  tlie  Senate.  The  amendment  barely 
proposes  to  settle  the  disputed  power  of  the  Chair  to  caU 
members  to  order  in  debate,  and  to  restore  to  the  nteiB- 
bers  of  the  Senate  the  right  of  appeal.  This  amendment^ 
he  said,  would  assimilate  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
upon  matters  of  order  to  those  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentalives  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  legisUtive 
bodies  of  the  several  Stales  of  this  Union,  by  restoring  to 
the  Senate  tlicii-  Constitutional  power  of  determining  in 
the  last  resort  upon  all  thetr  rules  of  proceedin|;,  and 
was  the  more  proper,  because  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate  is  not  appointed  by,  ner  amenable  lo  the  Se- 
nate,a6  the  presiding  officers  of  most  legislative  bodies  are. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  argument  that  had  been  ui^d  on  this 
Boor  by  one  of  the  opponents  of  this  amendment,  [Ur. 
Beittui*]  that  such  a  power  in  the  President  to  call  to  or- 
der in  debate,  and  then  to  decide  the  member  to  be  out 
of  order,  would  be  making  the  Prendent  both  accuser 
and  judge,  had  no  weig^it  in  it — nor,  if  it  had,  was  H  at 
alt  applicable  to  the  amendment  before  the  Senate.  Ereiy 
justice,  and  every  conservator  of  the  peace,  would  m 
liable  tu  the  same  objection  of  being  both  accuser  and 
judge,  if  the  discharge  of  an  official  duty  were  to  place  him 
in  the  invidious  character  of  an  accuser.    Thera  was,  he 
said,  no  «mitarily  or  just  comparison  between  a  court  and 
the  presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly  j  and,  if  the 
objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  almost  all  the  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union  i^ltj 
of  the  impropriety  of  acting  tins  double  character.  He 
had  been  somewhat  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  Uie  opposi- 
tion tu  this  amendment  come  from  gentlemen  who  had 
heretofore  expressed  so  much  horror  and  fears  for  the 
public  liberty,  at  the  idea  of  clothing  a  presiding  officer 
with  too  m«ch  power.    Yet  they  are  content  to  take  the 
rule?  as  presented  by  the  select  committee,  leavings  in  the 
Vice  President  the  extraun^nary,  if  not  the  unconititu- 
ttonal  power  of  deciding  alt  questions  af  order,  even  in* 
volviiig  the  great  right  of  freedom  of  debate  on  this  6oor, 
without  apiieal.  This  amendment,  he  said,  would  restore 
the  Senate  to  its  constitutional  exercise  of  power  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  bod^  which  was  mttch  more  ne- 
cessary now  tlie  presiding  officer  is  not  of  our  ovn  crea- 
tion, than  it  could  be  in  those  bodies  that  create  and  may 
remove  their  presiding  officer,  should  he  abuse  his  pow- 
ers.  Mr.  B  repeated,  that  the  scenes  of  1835-6  had  been 
drawn  into  this  debate  most  unnecessarily  and  uncalled 
for,  as  if  by  design  to  obtain  from  this  Senate  an  indirect 
sanction  or  condemnation  of  the  decision  ol  the  Chair, 
made  at  that  session  upon  the  subject  of  its  powers  tu 
preserve  order  in  debate,    lliosc  scenes  should  not  hare 
been  interrupted  in  their  passage  to  oblivion,  nor  unne* 
cessarily  recalled  to  revive  the  feelings  of  that  memorable 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  United  Slates  Senate.    If^  in- 
deed, that  subject  had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the 
Vice  President  with  a  view  uf  obtaining  the  sense  of  this 
Senate  upon  that  decision,  be  presumed  the  Vice  Pres- 
dent  did  not  feel  grateful  to  him  for  such  friendUiip.  That 
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widely  in  ophuon.  He  hoped,  be  ukl,  thtt  our  Vice  Pre- 
•dent  bad  more  magMiunutv  koA  emdor  th»n  to  nuke 
pretence  to  inftllibili^  i  and  he  declared  himself  to  be 
ooe  of  the  loemben  vho  believed  that  decision  of  the 
Chnr  tobe  erroneous.  He  believed  the  Chair  posaeaaed, 
and  ouf^t  to  have  exercised,  the  power  of  confining 
memben  to  or  towards  the  subject  before  the  body,  in- 
dapeodeotly  of  anj-  of  the  rules  printed  in  that  blue  boolc, 
(tM  printed  ndei  of  the  Senate.)  Let  me  nippose,  said 
Ifr.  that  dib  Senate,  being  a  permanent  and  continn- 
ooabodj  of  but  a  small  number  of  men,  had  gone  on,  as 
Hniftit  bare  done,  without  any  written  rules  at  all  for  its 
(mtnswnt,  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
CoBttitalion,  vhat  then  would  hare  oeen  the  power  and 
4w  doty  of  the  prending  officer  ?  The  Constitation  says,  in 
Me  brief  aentence  applicable  to  both  Ho(uea,**Baeh  Houae 
■qr  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings."  It  does  not 
tKf  bow  the  detera^nation  shall  be  made ;  wheUier  the 
decMons  of  the  Senate  on  eadi  case  as  it  mvht  arise, 
ffoiriiig  up  at  length  like  the  common  law  itself,  into  a 
code  for  the  goremment  of  the  body,  shall  be  the  rules 
<rf  its  proceedings  j  or,  whether  a  set  of  arbitrary  rules 
written  j  priori^  and  liable  to  be  found  either  good  or 
bad,  upon  ezperience,BhaU  govern  its  proceedings-  Either 
mode  would  be  equally  the  determinations  of  the  Senate, 
and  eqiialtv  obligatory  on  the  members  and  the  President. 
VKf,  ta,  tne  long-settled  practice  of  this  body,  that  has 
^one  on  with  the  sanction  of  many  years,  mipit  be  con- 
•Klered  a  more  deHbetate  determination  of  the  Senate  than 
•ay  EtenJ  role,  even  were  there  a  Tileral  rule  to  the  coa- 
hwy.  Upon  what  principle  is  it  that  we  daily  hear  the 
CMar  declare  that  tne  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
wiU  £spenae  with  a  written  rule,  even  in  cases  where 
Aere  is  no  written  rule  to  authorize  such  dispensation  ? 
b  it  not  upon  the  plain  principle  that  the  power  that  can 
create  can  dispense  with  the  rule  >  Thia  Senate  has  the 
■Be  rig^t  to  fcHm  for  itself  a  parliamentaiy  law  or  code 
fcr  ita  own  goremment,  that  tne  British  Parfiament  or 
■ny  other  legislatiTe  body  has.  Precedents  made  in  good 
tees  were  the  materials  of  which  the  great  system  of  the 
common  law  itself,  so  highly  and  so  justly  eulogized  the 
otter  day  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Rowas] 
«ss  composed.  Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  an  axiom  derived  from 
the  expwience  of  mankind,  tiiat  we  are  not  to  look  for 
Uwae  presents  that  are  worthy  of  being  followed,  or  of 
entering  into  a  code  for  our  guide,  to  times  of  the  highest 
•ad  the  wont  of  party  excitements,  such  as  the  sesaon  of 
1635-6  was.  He  should  therefore  look  beyond  that  epoch 
to  the  halcyon  days  of  the  predecessor  of  the  present  pre- 
■idmg  officer,  and  see  what  he  [Mr.  GAiLLann]  did.  He 
was  placed  in  -a  titoation  that  gave  him  decided  adran- 
tagas  over  the  present  prendine  officer— a  situation  tliat 

£*«  peculiar  weight  and  dignity  to  his  decisions,  and  to 
t  practice  of  the  Senate  under  his  long  and  benign  sd- 
nimsttation.  He  presided  in  a  time  when  the  present 
ranewof  party  stnfe  was  unknown.  He  atood  aloof,  in 
that  Chai^  from  the  parties  of  the  day.  H  e  was  not  iook- 
td  to  at  the  head  of  any  great  party  in  this  nation,  citn- 
tendbg  for  rule  ;  nor  were  his  decisions  subjecte<l  to  the 
iKberu  tmputatton  of  having  any  ulterior  object  in  view. 
Ihawing  precedents,  then,  from  those  times,  (for  his  ex- 
perience, he  SMd,  <^d  not  enable  him  to  go  back  beyond 
that  adminialtation, )  he  considered  the  law  of  the  Senate 
detrty  settled,  that  the  Vice  President  possessed,  and 
ought  to  have  exerdsed,  the  power  of  restraining  the 
waofly  irrelevant  latitude  of  debate  of  that  period,  which 
has  been  to  unnecessarily  drawn  into  review  upon  the 
discusnon  of  this  amendment. 

The  of&cer  to  whom  he  had  alluded  [Mr.  OAitiins] 
was  in  the  constant  practice  of  preserving  order  in  the 
body,  by  calling  back  a  rambling  member  to  the  subject 
belore  tite  Senate,  when  lie  had  gone  entirely  from  it, 
cren  in  language  of  the  most  decent  and  oiderly  style. 
Vob  IV.— 30 


True,  he  did  those  things  in  so  mild  and  affable  a  nanne' 
that  the  member  himself  did  not  feel  that  he  had  been  re* 
proved  \  and  the  ao^ence  who  witnessed  the  ezmbeof 
the  power,  left  the  Senate  Chamber  without  the  inmref 
sion  that  any  member  had  been  oat  tff  order.  ffi»w- 
thority  was  the  long  practice  of  the  Senate,  aaoetioning- 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Manual  as  their  pariiamentary  law,  in  con- 
junction with  their  few  positive  rules  and  practical  deter- 
minations. Those  long  practicea  of  Ihe  body,  in  its  beat 
days,  with  the  uninterrupted  aanetitm  ^  the  Sennt^  b« 
contended,  were  as  fair  and  asOonstitalional  a  dateratau^ 
tion  of  our  rules  of  proceeding!  aa  if  they  had  bten  writ* 
ten  down  and  printed  upon  paper  m  paichment,  iubjcet 
to  constant  change,  aa  experience  ahoDM  aftcrwarda  nitbef 
approve  or  condemn  them.  He  theofh^  indeed,  suck 
long  practice  was  the  beat  mode  of  fornmiga  code  for  th* 
government  of  the  Senate.  He  went  on  to  instance  aofbe 
cases  in  which  the  present  presidin|f  officer  bad,  as  h« 
thought,  ezereiaed  the  general  power  of  preserring  order 
m  cases  where  the  writun  niles  oftbe  Senate  were  ulent, 
as  ifaninnumerabletrainofamendments  should  be  offered 
consecutively  to  each  other  i  and  in  cases  of  conaidcring 
votes  carried  or  rules  di^nsed  with,  where  no  objection 
was  heard  i  all  which  owed  tta  authiuity  to  the  unwritten 
practice  or  determination  of  the  body. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  ohserring  that  he  had  no  intention 
to  revive  the  old'  slang  of  the  old  parties  of  this  country  % 
but  be  thought  the  amendment  much  more  republican  in 
its  character  than  the  present  rule  giving  the  Chair  ths 
arbitrate  and  final  decirion  upon  questKms  of  order;  a  pow- 
er whidi,  in  bad  times  of  hig^  P*rty  nncor,  ought  be  wtts- 
etl  in  a  manner  the  moat  oppresaive  snd  tyrannical.  R« 
did  not  think  the  political  friends  of  the  Vice  Prendent 
ought  to  reject  the  olFer  of  the  other  side  of  this  Houaa  to 
settle  the  disputed  power  and  duty  of  the  Chair,  to  m* 
strain  the  irrelevant  or  diaorderly  latitude  ot  debate,  re- 
storing, at  the  same  time,  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Se- 
nate,as  a  cbeck  upon  the  dedsions  of  the  prodding  oAeer* 
He  should,  therefore,  give  to  this  amendment  the  mpport 
of  his  vote. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  it  ia  made  a  que** 
tion  in  this  discussion,  whether  the  prencting  officer  of 
the  Senate  possesses,  by  virtue  of  bis  office,  the  power  of 
preserving  order  in  the  Senate  in  any  case  where  the  Se- 
nate have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  upon  him  as  a  duly, 
by  their  rules.  I  have  always  considered  this  as  incident  to 
dutyofpresidingoveradeliberativebody.  Ibelieve  it  to 
ba  a  sound  principle  of  construction,  that,  where  the  Con- 
stitution creates  an  office,and  imposes  upon  the  person  hold 
ing  that  office  a  specific  duty,  that  it  invests  him,  by  a  ne- 
cessary implication,  with  such  power  as  will  enable  him 
to  perform  that  duty  in  a  usefiil  and  efficient  manner.  TUa 
rale  will  be  found  to  be  invariably  correet  In  every  can 
where  it  is  not  necessary  to  derive  the  power  tlirougli  a  l*. 
gislative  act. 

The  Constitution  creates  the  office  of  .Vice  Prendent, 
and  expressly  imposes  upon  him  the  speinfic  du^  of  pre- 
siding over  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  That  duty 
cannot  be  petfiirmed,  either  usefiilly  or  efficiently,  with- 
out the  power  of  preserving  onler.  The  power  to  pre- 
Bcrve  order  must  therefore  be  necessarily  incident  to  the 
office.  The  Senate  itself  cannot  divcat  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  this  power,  because  he  holds  it  from  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but  they  may  enlarge,  or  limit,  or  modify  i^  beeanes 
this  power  is  expressly  vested  In  thtt  body  by  the  Com- 
stitubon.  When  the  Constitution  |^rea  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
ndent the  power  of  presiding  over  the  Senate,  it  refbn 
him  to  the  well  known  usages  of  all  legislative  bodiea  fbr 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  powers  and  duties.  It  waa 
necessary  that  he  ^ould  be  invested  with  this  power,  be- 
cause it  was  to  be  exercised  firom  tiie  first  moment  the  Se- 
nate assembled,  and  befiffe  it  waa  potHble  that  tbey  could 
establish  rules  for  this  purpose.   There  could  bonoaa. 
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sigTiable  motive,  why  the  power  so  univemlly  held  and 
exercised  by  ttie  presiding  officers  of  all  other  delibeni* 
tlve  bodies,  shnuld  be  withholden  from  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, since  the  Constitution  (rives  to  the  Senate  the  power 
of  modlfyinjif  the  ndes  h&  sliould  adopt,  or  establishing 
others,  as  this  body  should  think  fit  The  Vice  President 
is  required  by  the  Constitution  to  conform  to,  and  rege- 
late his  conduct,  as  a  ^reudinff  officer,  by  the  rules  so 
amended  or  modified.  Should  he,  from  ctdpable  mo- 
tives, refuse  or  neglect  to  confmni  to  rules  so  established, 
he  would  be  liable  to  impaachment  and  removal  from  of' 
fice.  Eveipr  eierdse  of  the  power  of  preserving'  order, 
however  different  in  character,  rests  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple for  support.  When  the  presiding  officer  calls  tbe 
attention  of  the  members  to  business,  or  commands  si- 
lence, he  is  performing  an  act  of  preserving  order,  equal- 
ly as  when  he  requires  a  member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of 
decOTum  in  debate.  Tbe  same  power  which  authorizes 
the  one,  authorizes  the  other  t  any  attempt  to  distinguish 
between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a  colonble  foundation. 

But  should  we  believe  that  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  invests  the  Vice  President  with  the  power 
of  preserving  order  in  the  Senate,  to  be  ambiguous  has 
not  that  ambiguitv  been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long 
since  settled  by  the  uniTdrm  practice  of  all  the  presiding, 
officers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by  tbe  assent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate  ?  That  construction  of  the  Con- 
stttntion  which  gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of 
preserving  order  in  cases  where  the  Senate  have  not  es- 
tabKsh«d  luiy  rules,  is  not  of  modem  date,  nor  establislied 
with  a  view  to  any  temporary  object,  but  is  as  old  as  the 
Constitution  itself.  It  commenced  with  tbe  existence  of 
this  Goremmen^  and  was  continued  without  interruption 
for  thirty-five  yean.  Within  that  time,  some  of  the  ablest 
men  tl^s  country  has  ever  produced-have  prerided  in  the 
Senate,  When  I  name  Jefferson  and  Gaillard  as  of  the 
number  of  those  presiding  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Constitutiuo  invested  the  Vice  President 
with  this  power,  no  man  will  have  occasion  to  blush  when 
he  admits  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion.  These  were 
not  of  that  class  of  men  who  are  prone  to  claim  or  exer- 
cise powers  which  do  not  legitimately  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  tn  his  Manual,  compiled  expressly  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  declares  expressly,  that  the  Vice 
President  possesses  this  contested  power  '  and  gives  us  to 
understand  distinctly  that  such  had  oeen  the  uniform  prac- 
tice in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Oaillard  was  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate more  than  twenty  years,  and  for  a  great  length  of 
time  discharged  the  duties  of  a  preuding  officer  in  it.  His 
character  is  well  known  to  eveiy  member  of  this  body.  It 
will  not  be  denied,  tha^  to  an  unassuming  and  discrimi- 
nating mind,  he  united  a  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceedmg  in  legislatire  bodies  seldom  equalled.  That  be 
not  only  adopted,  but  carried  into  practice,  constant  and 
uniform  practice,  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the 
Senate,  which  Hr.  JefTerson  affb-mei^  but  which  is  now> 
denied  to  be  Constitutionally  vested  in  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, is  known  to  many  of  the  menibem  of  this  body.  It  is 
true  that  all  these  distinguished  men  may  have  entertained 
erroneous  opinions  on  this  question,  but  I  cannot  admit 
it,  unless  upon  stronger  evidence  than  any  I  have  yet 
heard.    If  the  question  were  to  be  settled  by  the  authori- 

Sr  of  names — and  questions  seem  to  be  sometimes  so  act- 
ed— it  would  require  no  ordinary  weight  of  such  authori- 
ij  to  outweigh  that  of  sucli  men  as  I  have  named,  and 
•eve nil  other*  that  I  might  have  named.  I  do  not  contend 
that  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  should  be  settled,  but 
I  must  be  permitted  to  ny  that  a  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution so  long  and  satisfactorily  settled,  and  by  such 
men,  should  not  be  overturned  wiuout  great  deliberation 
and  reflection  upon  the  consequence  likely  to  result  from 
it.  By  the  unexpected  course  which  the  discusrion  of 
this  question  hw  taken,  I  bare  folt  mytelT  called  upon  to 


express  my  opinion  on  this  question,  and  the  grounds  of 
that  opinion.  I  liave  done  it  with  reluetaice,  and  with 
great  respect  for  those  who  entertain  a  diiFerent  op'uion. 
It  is  a  questlkm  on  which  an  honest  difference  of  opinion 
may  exist,  and  as  such  it  should 'be  conndered  and  treat- 
ed. I  do  not  feel  any  deep  interest  in  the  adoption  of 
tlie  amendment  under  consideration  j  yet,  as  I  believe  it 
will  conduce  tO  the  better  pi«sei-vation  of  order  under 
the  present  construction  the  powers  of  tbe  trending 
oflScer  of  the  Senate,  I  will  give  it  my  support. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  but 
little  difficulty  upon  this  subject.  Happily  for  the  people 
of  this  country,  they  are  the  legitimate  depoatary,  or 
rather  proprietors  of  all  the  power  which  they  had  not  spe- 
cifically delegated.  As  a  man,  tbe  gentleman  who  pre- 
sided in  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power  than  any  other  of 
the  millions  who.  composed  tiie  U.  SUtes.  Whateves 
power  he  possessed  then  must  belong,  either  tohis  office 
of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  as  Prendent 
of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  Preudent,  he  certainly  possess- 
ed no  power,  which  he  could  exercise  in,  or  over  the  Se- 
nate. The  powers  which  he  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  defined,  but  inert  powers,  held  in  reserve,  wtucb 
could  not  be  exerted,  until  the  contingency  should  hap* 
pen,  which  alone  could  awaken  and  draw  them  out  into 
exercise.  The  httle  power  which  he  could  exerdsein 
the  Senate,  he  could  exert,  not  in  his  character  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  in  his  character  of 
Prcffident  of  the  Senate.  His  Vice  Presidency  of  tbe 
United  States  made  him  President  of  the  Senate  t  and 
being  thus  made  President  of  that  body,  whatever  pow- 
er he  could  exert  then,  was  in  virtue  of  the  latter,  not 
the  former  character  i  as  President,  not  as  Vice  Prerident 
He  thought  it  a  circumstance  of  great  felicitation  ,to  the 
American  People,  that  their  Government  was  not  so  old, 
as  to  furnish  a  pretext  for  tbe  inference  of  power  from  of- 
fice. Much  less,  tujustify  the  exercise  of^  implied  pov- 
ers,  by  any  of  the  officers.  That  was  the  evil  under  which 
the  old  guvemments  of  the  world  groaned.  And  although 
he  wished  this  Covemment  to  be  interminable,  yet  he  aid 
not  wish  it  to  live  longer  than  it  could  exhibit  tbe  cbatic- 
ter  of  its  powers.  And  whenever  the  government  should 
have  to  look  through  the  mists  of  antiquity  at  its  Charten 
or,  in  other  words,  whenever  its  Charter  sbidl  be  dimmed 
with  age,  he  hoped  it  would  be  renewed.  And  that  the 
springs  and  principles  of  our  liberty  would  derive  in* 
creased  vigor  from.each  renewal.  He  conndered  it  mat* 
ter  of  some  re^t  that  our  habits  of  thought  led  us  im- 
perceptibly to  infer  power  from  office,  rather  than  to  re- 
fer to  our  Constitution  for  the  specific  and  definite  pow- 
ers conferred  by  that  instrument  upon  the  office.  The 
habit  was.  he  said,  though  unfortunate,  not  unnaturaL  In 
the  country  with  which  we  were  ortginally  connected,  and 
frum  the.  dominion  of  wbieb  we  had  so  glorieiuly  acm- 
ed,  all  power  was  derived  from  the  King.  He  wax  the 
source  of  the  inherent  power  of  the  guvemment.  And 
the  power  claimed  to  be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  tbe 
government,  was,  like  his,  supposed  to  be  inherent.  If 
the  King  did  not  complain,  then  was  no  one  else  to  do  so. 
The  people  had  neitner  act,  nor  part,  in  the  matter ; 
with  them,  it  was  matter  of  indifference,  whether  tbe  of- 
ficer or  the  King  possessed  it,  thev  did  not  I.et  who- 
ever might  possess  it,  they  were  the  subjects  of^  not  tlie 
agents  in,  its  exercise.  In  fact  they  were  interested  in 
maintaining,  rather  than  denying  the  doctrine  of  inherent 

f>ower,  in  the  functionaries.  Because  they  had  more  to 
tear  from  consolidated  than  divided  power,  Divimoa 
weakens  power,  as  it  does  evei^  thing  else.  And  when 
power  was  claimed  by  impfication  as  belon^ng  to  an  oflS* 
cer,  thev  knew  that  it  was  not  inherent  m  the  officer, 
it  was  inherent  in  the  King.  And  that  the  inherent  stock 
of  the  King  would  be  weakened  by  so  much,  as  waa  tn* 
hereiit  in  £c  officer.    They  were  led  <^  courae  to  ac- 
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qmetce  in  the  doctrine  of  inherent  power.    But  the  very 
reverse  is  happilr  the  cue  vitb  us.   Here  the  people  arc 
fcuntshi  and  source  of  power— what  the  Ring  was 
there,  the  people  ire  here— wbaterer  power  was  inher- 
ent in  him  there,  is  here  inherent  in  toe  people — what- 
erer  power  belong  with  us  to  any  ofBce,  is  equally  con- 
fanOf  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  le^slatire  act.  Power 
with  OS,  thank  God,  and  otir  Kevotutionary  Fatliers,  is  not 
abused  or  magnified,  by  either  religious  or  political  stiper- 
itition.   It  is  enveloped  in  no  mysterj-,  we  are  not,  we 
•a^[fal  not  to  bewildered,  with  vague  and  indefinite  notions 
inherent  official  power.    Our  plan  of  gotfemment  ad- 
(besKsMaelf  to  our  understanding,  not  to  our  credulity 
—It  invokes  our  reason  not  our  faith.  Sir,  said  he,  govern- 
ment with  us,  h  a  simple,  rational,  common  sense  matter. 
While  it  eontimies  to  be  so,  we  will  be  free;  when  it  ceases 
to  be  so,  our  liberty  ceases.     While  we  are  jealous,  and 
watehftili  and»  he  would  add,  dtatruslful  of  our  public 
ftiBctioDaries,  we  should  be  safe:     But,  the  moment  we 
yielded  to  the  exercise  of  inherent,  undefined  power,  by 
•ur  officers,  we  were  in  danger.     Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  this 
case  presentsto  intelligent  obscn'en  a  rare  spectacle,  and 
as  hononble  to  the  omcer  to  whom  it  relates,  as  it  is  rare. 
When  <fid-  it  happen,  in  any  Government  before,  that  a 
high  public  functionary,  discerned  the  exercise  of  power, 
w&b  was  supposed  to  belong  to  his  office,  supposed  by 
even  his  enemies,  to  be  inherent  in  his  office  ?    When  be- 
fore did  it  happen,  that  the  personal  and  political  enemies 
of  an  officer  insisted  upon  the  enlargement,  by  inipltca- 
tion,  of  his  official  power  ?     Sir,  the  case  is  singular  in 
both  its  features.    And,  if  the  example  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent shall  always  be  followed,  by  all  the  officers  of 
this  novemment,  the  freedom  of  the  people  will  be 
eternal    And  why  should  it  not  be  followed  '    Is  it  noT, 
vfaen  closely  examinet),  as  degrading  to  the  officer,  as  it 
is  injurious  to  the  public,  that  he  should  be  discontented 
with  the  power,  which  he  Icgitimutely  possesses,  and  at- 
tempt to  exert  dubiotu  and  undeBned  powers?    Sir,  if 
there  be  on<  act  of  a  high  public  functionar>',  which  more 
than  another  ought  to  exalt  him  in  the  estimation  of  free- 
nen,  and  entitle  him  to  their  confidence,  it  is  his  declin- 
ing the  exercise  of  doubtful  or  implied  powers. 

The  division  of  sentiment  in  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  the  Vice  President,  to  call  a  member  to  or- 
der, for  words  spoken  in  debate,  is  conclusive  of  the  du- 
bious character,  (to  speak  the  best  of  it,)  of  the  power. 
Ilad  he  assumed  and  excrdsed  it,  his  assumption  of  it 
wodd  probably  have  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senate, 
and  a  precedent  would  thus  have  been  formed,  which 
■u^t  have  been  but  the  beginning  of  a  course,  which 
would,  eventually,  by  the  four  precedents,  h^ve  thrown 
that  body  into  a  slate  of  subserviency  to  the  Chair.  That, 
8ir,U  the  course  of  alt  illicit  power.  It  gradually  cnlatgcs 
itself  and,  by  stealing  imperceptibly  upon  the  people,  de- 
ttmfM  their  liberty,  fie  la  a  rare  iiistar^e  of  patriotic  de- 
votion to  the  liberty  oi  the  country,  v  ho  will  decline  to 
cnlargs  ofRcia)  power,  by  implication,  and  still  more  rare, 
who  will  rcfijsc  to  exercise  it,  when  it  is  attempted  to  be 
obtmded  upon  him — away  then,  wllb  those  inuendues  of 
**n«irc  upon  the  Vice  President,  for  declining  the  exer- 
fSit  of  this  imputed  power.  Sir,  the  people  wul  interpret 
Aese  muendoes,  and  dispby  their  regard  lor  them,  by 
▼olttroet  of  increased  confidence  in  the  officer. 

But,  said  Hr.  R.  let  us  for  a  moment  examine  more 
nioutely  into  this  power  of  the  Vice  President  to  call  a 
member  from  the  Senate  to  order,  for  words  spoken  in 
debate.  The  Constitution  pnnides  for  the  election  of 
the  Vice  Preiodent— defines  nis  power  and  prescribes  his 
"iutici.  They  are  all  held  in  reserve  fiir  a  possible  vacancy 
in  the  Presidential  chair.  In  sliort,  Sir,  there  are  two 
PJwidents  elected.  The  firrt,  for  use— the  second,  to  be 
VMl,  when  the  first  becomes  useless,  by  death,  or  other- 
*<K.  The  second  is  to  itll  the  place  of  the  first,  when 


it  becomes  vacant ;  and  is,  in  that  case,  to  exercise  plenary 
Presidential  powen.  So  that  the  two  President^  wh<  n 
they  respectively  act  in  the  sphere  for  which  they  wei-e 
designed,  have  precisely  the  same  powers.  The  election 
of  the  Vice  President  is  a  cautimiary  -measure,  to  guard 
against  an  interregnum.  His  destiny  is,  though  contin- 
gent, elevated.  He  is  dignified  by  the  choice  of  the 
people,  and  placed  in  the  chair  of  tlie  Senate,  to  await 
the  current  of  events,  in  state  of  dignified  gucui  repose, 
until  by  the  death,  impeachment  or  resignation  of  the 
President,  he  shall  be  called  upon  to  exrrt  the  powers  of 
President.  Sir,  he  is  placed  in  the  Chair  of  .the  Senate, 
in  a  state  of  preservation,  (if  the  expression  may  be  al- 
lowed,) for  use,  when  the  occasion  shall  occur.  He  is 
politically  embalmed  in  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  awaiting 
the  resurrection,  which  the  death,  political  or  natural,  of 
President,  had  been  erdained  by  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
duce. The  power  conferred  upon  him  by  the  ConatitU' 
tion,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  is-couched  in  the  IWlow- 
ing  words  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  St^es 
shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote, 
unless  they  be  equally  divided."  It  w.ouldbe  strange  that 
he  should  be  restrained  from  voting  in,  or  speaking  to  any 
question  ;  and  yet  permitted  to  wlence  any,  and  of  poursei 
successively.  Every  member  of  that  boily,  denied  the 
power  of  speaking,  and  yet,  empowered  to  check  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  !  Not  permitted  to  open 
his  own  lips  in  the  Senate,  and  yet  allowed  to  throw  a 
pad-lock  upon  the  lips  of  every  member  of  the  Senate ! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.  reasoning  fairly  upon  the  cUuse  of  the 
Constitution  which  I  have  just  read,  it  is  imposHble  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  you,  as  President  of  the  Se- 
nate, possess  the  power  asserted  for  you  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.    The  words  of  the  clause  do  not  con- 
'  fer  it  [  and  if  implication  were  admissible,  it  cannot  be  ra- 
tionally enforced.     This  clause,  said  Mr.  H.  is  the  only 
one  in  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  occupation  of 
the  chair  of  the  Senate,  by  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States-  Tha  only  one  which  confers  upon  him  the 
power  of  action  in  that  body  i  and  Hmits  it  to  the  wngle 
power  of  giving  the  casting  vole  in  the  case  of  division, 
and  with  great  reason,  too.    The  Senators  are  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States :  thev  are  the  constitutional  ad- 
visera  of  the  President.     The  Vice  President  belongs  to 
the  Executive  Department.   He  is  a  dormant  Presdent. 
Ought  he  to  have  the  power  to  check  the  Senators  in  any 
effort,  which  it  might  become  their  duty  to  make,  to 
check  encroachments  by  the  Executive  on  the  rights  and 
liberty  of  the  people  t    Would  it  have  been  wise  in  tiie 
Constitution  to  have  conferred  on  the  Vice  President  the 
power  of  controlling  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate. 
Would  it  be  welt  in  the  Senate  to  subject,  by  implication, 
the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  power,  to  his  control.  The 
Senate  were  evidently  intended  to  check  the  Executive 
Departmentjto  protect  the  sovereignties  of  the  States  from 
Executive  encroachments.  They  are  elected  for  six  years 
with  an  ^e  to  this  checking  power.  The  Vice  President 
and  President  are  elected  but  for  four  years.    The  Sen- 
ate are  to  be  the  triers  of  them  both  in  case  of  imp»ch- 
ment.   So  that  whether  we  are  governed  by  the  word* 
of  the  Constitution,  or  by  any  reasonable  inference  drawn 
from  the  organic  structure  of  the  government,  the  re- 
gulating or  controlling  power,  asserted  for  the  vice  Pre- 
sident, is  wholly  inadnusnble.    The  exercise  of  such  a 
power  would  be  an  inversion  of  the  order  aswgncd  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  great  powers  of  the  poveniment.  A 
violation  of  the  obvious  ana  express  intention  of  its  framers. 
r  do  not,  nid  Hr,  R.,  beliere  that  you  posMSs  Uie  power, 
and  I  will  not  consent  to  invest  you  with  it.  It  ought  to 
be  presumed  of  the  Senate,  composed  as  it  must  be,  of 
men  advanced  in  year%  elected  by  sovereign  States,  that 
they  would  not  be  disorderly « that  they  could  prescribe, 
and  enforce  for  themtelre^  rules     order.  If,  Sir,  said 
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he,  there  be  inherant  power  my  where  in  this  House,  it 
U  the  inherent  |Mwer  of  the  Senate  to  reguUte  and  main- 
tun  the  order  neceuaiy  to  its  own  deliberations. 

It  is  a  deliberatiTe  body — order  is  necessary  to  iu  de- 
liberations. Tlie  power  of  maintaining  ttie  order  is  ne- 
cessarily impUed  in  the  object  of  its  institution.  But  un- 
«n  this  subject  we  are  not  left  tu  implication.  It  should 
never  be  retorted  to,  but  in  cases  of  the  most  imperious 
neoeMit^.  That  necesuty  does  not  exist,  for  the  Consti- 
tution provides  that  "each  House  may  detennine  the  rules 
of  iu  own  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
behaviour,  and,  with  tbe  concurrence  of  two-tliirds,  expel 
a  member." 

Here  then.  Sir,  the  power  which  has  been  asserted  for 
tiie  Vice  Preridcnt,  ia  expressly  given  to  the  Senate  { the 
liowerofroaldngitsown  rules  «  order,  and  punislitng, 
even  to  expulsion,  fas  the  violation  of  thrm. 

Tti^  President  is  not  a  member  oftlie  Senate,  is  notre- 
•^onstble  to  them— cannot  be  punished  or  expelled  for 
disorder.  He  cannot  participate  in  determining  the  rules, 
or  in  punishingf  for  their  violation  i  can  it  then  be  sup- 
posed tbat  he  possesses  itiherently*  mHuleoffieiit  the  pow- 
er of  nlendng,  and  seating  a  meinber  for  ouorder  ? 

Sir,  sud  R.,  the  Senate  can  confer  u])on  the  Vice 
President  the  power  in  contest — they  can  confer  it  by 
rule.  The  rule  now  under  «£scu8wod  proposes  to  do  so, 
mnd  in  the  very  proposition  to  confer  the  power,  -pro- 
chumi^by  renstless  implication,  that  you  do  not  pos- 
sess it 

He  sud,  that  he  not  only  denied  that  you  pBsscsi  the 
'^ower,  but  denied  that  you  ought  to  possess  it.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  so  much  of  the  rule  as  proposed  to 
confer  on  you  this  power,  and  for  so  much  of  it,  as  pro- 
posed to  take  from  you  the  power  which  you  poesested 
under  a  former  rule.  That  of  deciding  (when  one  Senator 
was  called  to  order  by  another*)  the  poinit  of  ortler,  with- 
out appeal,  «id  theee  votes  he  should  give,  not  from  any 
apprehennon  that  the  powers  would  be  abused,  by  the 
present  incumbent — not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in 
nim,  but  bscause  he  thought  the  delegation  of  tlie  pow- 
er unnecessary,  unwise,  and  unsafe.  It  was,  he  said,  a 
principle  with  him,  that  power  should  never  be  delegat- 
ed, which  cmld  be  exercised,  as  well  by  the  principal  as 
the  agent.  The  people  should  never  delegate  power, 
which  Uiey  could  exercise  as  beneficially  themselves,  as 
it  could  be  exerdsed  by  their  agents,  and  so  in  rvlatiun  to 
evety  (^er  body — power  delegated  may  be  abused,  and 
in  a  matter  so  important  as  liberty,  the  hazard  of  having 
their  power  abused,  should  never  be  incurred,  but  in 
fliaei  of  absolute  necessity. 

He  would  barely  add  in  condurion,  tiiat  'if  the  power, 
asserted  for  the  Vice  President,  was  inherent,  it  was  not 

fiBSSBMsd  by  the  Senate,  and  of  course  could  not  be  con- 
isfT«d  by  them.  If  possessed  by  the  Senate,  the  Vice 
Preudent  cannot  be  in  the  possession  of  it,  and  he 
thought  it  unwise,  he  repeated,  to  confer  it 

Mr.  VHITE  was  of  opinion  that  the  presiding  officer 
kad  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order,  for  words  spoken 
in  debate.  That,  he  said,  was  entirely  distinct  from  the 
power  of  deeding  on  common  questions  of  order.  The 
coating  rules  of  the  Senate,  said  Hr.  W.,  do  not  confer 
ttua  power,  and  if  they  do  not,  the  presiding  officer  docs 
not  possess  it.  Mr.  W.  was  not  aware,  tbat  any  member 
bad  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  rulea  of  the  Senate 
eonferred  on  its  Prendent  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate— but  if  any  member  entertains 
Mch  an  opinion,  a  simple  recurrence  to  the  6tli  and  7th 
tule%  win  satisfy  him  to  the  contrary.  Vhat  is  the  effect 
of  those  rules  *  •*  When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  he 
shall  take  his  seat  t  and  the  member  calling  faim  to  order 
shall  reduce  the  exceptionable  words  to  writing,  and  then 
the  prending  officer  decides  whetiier  he  is  ui  or  out  of 
0nkr  Not  will  an^  gentleman  say,  that  the  presiding  of- 


ficer can  call  a  Senator  to  orde^  reduce  his  wwda  to  writ* 
ing,  and  then  pass  judgment  oii  the  very  words  taken 
down  by  himself  ?  Is  not  this  contrary  to  reason  and  com- 
mon sense  ?  We  cannot,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  expreu  rules  of  the  Senate.  By  these 
it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  call  an  oFending  mem- 
ber to  order,  the  words  bcheved  to  be  exceptionable  are 
to  be  reduced,  to  writing,  and  then  the  Prendent  deodes. 
This  is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  prewding  officer 
possesses  no  other.  If  then  this  is  the  effect  of  themles 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  not  competent  td  the  presiding  officw, 
to  tell  any  member  in  the  eourse  of  debate  that  be  is  out 
of  order.  All  officers  of  the  Government,  said  Mr.  W, 
possess  powers  conferred  by  some  express  grant,  or  fiuriy 
tobeinfierTcdfTomit.  They  possess  none  oQier  whatever, 
and  the  assumption  of  any  power  not  expressly  gnnted, 
will  always  be  viewed  by  the  people  with  a  jealous  eye. 

Was  it  intended,  asked  Hr.  W.,  that  the  presiding  offi- 
cer should  dictate  to  members  of  independent  States.'  If 
he  ha-s  the  power  which  gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is 
that  very  power  confcrrea  in  express  terms  on  the  Senate 
itself  by  the  Constitution  ?    He  asked  of  gentlemen  to 
bay,  which  of  the  two  ndes  should  be  paramonnt — tbe 
one  expressly  made  by  the  Senate,  or  tlie  one  brougbt 
In  by  the  Vice  President  himself.    Two  distinct  and  con- 
Bicting  set  of  rules  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time 
in  the  same  body.    Sir,  said  Hr.  W.  the  powers  which 
belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  and  those  which  be- 
long to  the  preMding  officer  are  anotiier.  The  Prcvdent 
of  the  Senate  is  not  to  devise,  expound,  and  enfinve  its 
rules  in  virtue  of  his  office,  according  to  his  own  mere 
will  and  pleasure— he  is  merely  the  organ  of  the  body, 
and  that  body  confers  just  such  powers  as  are  necestaiy 
to  carry  on  its  operations  in  the  manner  most  conducive 
to  the  public  good,  and  no  more.   It  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  Senate  according  to  the  Constitution,  to  make,  or 
devise  ttie  rules,  and  to  the  presiding  officer  to  expound 
and  give  them  effect.   All  must  admit  the  Senate  is  vest- 
ed with  the  power  to  establish  tiie  rulea  by  express  grant  j 
now  if  it  be  true,  that  the  President,  virMe  officii  or  mher- 
ently  possesses  the  same  power,  how  shall  we  get  alon|^ 
if  Uie  Senate  establishes  one  set  of  rules,  and  the  Presi- 
dent anMhcr,  inconsistent  with  them  ?    Which  shall  bt 
enforced  *  The  doctrine  that  powers  had  been  conferred 
by  usage  and  length  of  time,  he  protested  agunsL 
Would  gentlemen  point  o<it  where  those  who  had  exer- 
cised such  powers  obtained  them  '    To  tell  him  that  dis- 
tingulshed  men  liad  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this 
body  was  to  tell  him  what-every  person  knew— but  be- 
cause a  doubtfiil  power  had  been  exercised  by  distinguish- 
ed men,  did  that  sanction  the  usurpation  t    Tbe  gentl*- 
man  from  S.  Carorina,  [Mr.  Smith,]  tells  us  of  his  naving 
been  eidled  to  order,  compelled  to  sit  down,  and  refiised 
an  appeal — but.  Sir,  said  Hr.  W.  the  gentleman  who  call- 
ed him  to  onlcr  was  not  tbe  Vice  President  of  the  UniV 
ed  States — he  was  a  member  of  this  body,  nut  into  thai 
office  by  ourselves,  and  amenable  to  our  autnority.  The 
gentleman  being  able  to  spedfy  only  onecase,  andlothal 
one,  the  question  of  powernot  raised  or  considered,  Hr. 
W.  could  not  deem  it  a  precedent  of  any  importance 
But,  Sir,  said  he.  if  precedent  were  filed  upon  precedent, 
1  never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  such  power  to  be  cor 
reel — I  should  be  just  as  ready  to  vote  against  hia  bein| 
possessed  of  this  power  of  silencing  a  Senator  in  tbe  oiids 
of  debate,  then  as  now.    Mr.  W.  denied  then  that  thi 
presiding  officer  has  any  powers  except  such  aa  are  ex 
pressly  conferred  on  Iiimby  the  Constitution  or  by  the  3e 
nate^  and  concluded  by  observing  that  the  time  migfa 
arrive  when  the  individual  presiding  over  the  Sanate  ma 
think  he  can  devise  better  rules,  by  virtue  of  nome  in 
plied  or  inherent  power,  than  those  framed  by  tiie  Senati 
and  thus  the  most  pemiooua  results  might  enaua. 
Sbootd  a  miyon^  of  the  Senate  think  proper  to  rot 
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for  the  fimpmrt  of  the  tmendment,  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tkonn  from  Connecticut,  and  thus  confer  the  power  up- 
oB  the  Preadevt  by  an  exjiress  rule,  be  would  then  think  it 
indiiiiiportaDcet  that  the  second  part  of  the  amend- 
jnesl,  whkih  prea  an  appeal  to  the  House  from  his  de- 
daSH»  a  matter  of  nmch  importance.  He  would  never 
■pee  that  the  decision  of  any  one  man,  be  him  whom  he 
iB^,  shall  finally  conclude  such  a  question  and  silence  a 
iBCBber  defirennff  bis  ssntimenta  in  his  own  lan^age. 

[Mr.  VAN  BURBN  here  roie  and  spuVe  at  considera- 
Ue  length  \  and  his  speech  noi  being  inserted  in  its  pnn 
per  ^Kc,  it  is  necessary  to  explain  the  cause.  In  pre- 
ptrif^his  renwrkt  for  the  newspaper,  Mr.  V.  B.  incor- 
porated  those  of  this  day,  and  those  erf"  the  succeeding 
dq*,  in  one  speech.  As  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this 
day's  report  it  will  be  perceived  that  several  gentlemen 
■Uode  to  Mr.  Vak  Bom's  remnrks,  we  refer  the  reader 
to  his  incorpMftted  speech  in  the  debate  of  the  13th  inst. 
The  Kpofto-  did  not  feel  at  liberty  (and  indeed  it  would 
ham  been  wry  difficult)  to  dismember  the  speed),  so  as 
to  place  the  relative  portions  in  the  order  in  which  they 
tctoalty  oocurred.*] 

Mr.  SMITU,  of  S.  C.  said,  if,  in  discusung  this  rule  be- 
fore  the  Senate,  references  to  past  occurrences  luid  been 
made,  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
tboaeirira  had  inrokfed  iu  ^scussion.  Hie  committee 
Indivpartrd  th«r  amendments  of  the  rules,  which  were 
acted  upoo  by  the  Senate,  and  the  sixth  and  seventh  rules 
bad  passed  mb  nteniio,  and  would  have  been  permitted 
to  MSt  as  they  were,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Hr.  TxtBWu.1,1  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  back 
to  tbem,  by  afluding  to  the  decinon  which  had  been  made 
m  las,  upon  the  construction  of  these  rules. 

He  waa  aware  that  very  oppasite  opinions  had  been 
entertained  in  the  Senate  when  the  question  arose  in 
1825 1  but  what  that  diversity  of  opinion  was,  or  how  It 
VIS  settled,  he  knew  not.  He  had  not  permitted  himself 
even  to  inquire  either  for  the  one  or  the  other.  He  knew 
maeh  had  been  said  in  the  public  prints,  and  the  public 
aundkadbMnafptatedfinno  smaU  degree,  byit.  And 
toanida  recumnce  of  so  i^npleasant  a  nature  in  fiiture 
■aee  the  subject  had  been  introduced,  he  certainly 
thooritt  it  by  ul  means  adviseable  that  it  should  now  be 
acted  upon  i  and  let  the  rules  for  the  muntenance  of 
good  order  and  decorum  in  the  Senate  be  rendered  as 
perfect  a*  posnble,  independent  of  that  courtesy  which 
bad  beretofbre  ao  l^|y  distinguiabed  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  agitation  had  existed  on 
fcnaer  occanons,  and  these  were  not  the  halcyon  days 
that  seemed  ta  invite  to  repose.  And  whatever  gentle- 
tten  n^^t  think  upon  the  rule  as  it  now  stood*  he  could 
aee  do  possible  objection  to  making  it  explicit.  It  could 
M  ptvtviA  tbe  exercise  of  courtesy,  and  might  promote 
It  At  present,  Uiey  were  calculated  to  produce  that  ef- 
ftct,  as  great  difference  of  opinion  existed  upon  their 
Ine  coostmctton.  That  (here  yna  a  power  to  preserve 
Older,  waa  admitted  on  all  hands ;  but  in  whom  tnat  pow' 
cr  waa  vested  created  the  doubt  and  produced  the  ai^u 
BMDt.  Some  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  vested  in  uie 
Chnr,  whfle  others  strenuously  contended  that  it  belong, 
cd  oid^  to  the  Senators,  individually  and  collectively.  It 
was  smely  time  to  put  th«  matter  to  rest,  and  let  tbe  S 
mteknow,  distinctly,  where  the  power  was  located. 

Tor  his  own  part,  be  never  had  a  doubt  but  that  the  Pre 
•dent  of  the  Senate  had  the  right  to  call  to  order.  The 
very  nature  of  his  office  implies  that  power.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  relted  upon  constructive  powers  where 
they  were  not  expressly  given,  but  in  this  case  he  had  the 
invariable  practice  ofthe  Senate,  Irom  its  commencement 
ia  1768,  opto  tite  aesmon  of  1825,  a  term  of  36  years,  to 
MuctisD  this  opinion.    He  recollected  very  well  that  he 


the  chair,  [Ur.  tiAiLUBn,}  for  whose  memory  he  en- 
tertained the  most  profound  respect,  had  called  him  to 
order  for  wordsspoken  in  debate,  when  he,  Mr.  S.  himself, 
conceived  he  was  correct,  which  induced  Inm  to  appeal 
to  the  Senate,  and  wasa^n  told  by  the  Cbah',  Aere  waa 
no  appeal  from  his  dedsion  %  and  tbe  Senate  supported 
the  Chur. 

Gentlemen  had  contended  that  this  power  did  not,  nor 
ought,  to  belong  to  the  Freudent  of  the  Senate.  They 
looked  upon  the  principle  aa  monstrous,  and  as  threaten- 


ing future  consequents  of  a  most  serious  nature.  Others 


deprecated  the  idea  of  placing  the  power  of  govermni^ 
forW.eight  Senators,  ana  cheeking  the  freedom  of  speech, 
in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  control 
the  freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  destruction  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people- 
Mr.  S.  swd  we  must  tske  things  as  they  were,  and  not 
as  they  posnbly  nught  be.    It  was  fair  to  suppose  the 
people  of  the  United  States  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in 
that  Chair.   If  they  should,  the  Senate  had  the  constitu- 
tional means  of  controling  him.    This  theycould  do  in 
an  instant,  by  giving  an  appeal  irom  his  decision  to  the 
Senate  ;  and  his  tyranny  would  be  at  an  end.   That  the 
President  was  not  a  Senator,  was  no  argument  against  his 
hanng  ttus  power.    Gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  lAuie  of  Uiis  power  may  be  as  great  when  trusted 
to  a  Senator  as  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Prendent. 
And,  aa  we  have  entered  upon  the  wide  field  of  supposi- 
tion, let  us,  for  a  m(Hnent,  suppose  the  Preadent  of  the 
Senate,  Oiis  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  exercise  tbe 
power,  if  he  had  i%  of  calling  a  member  to  order,  that  he 
mic^t  nlence  him  in  debate.   Could  he  not  do  it  with  a 
much  better  grace,  as  the  rule  now  stands,  of  which  gen. 
tiemen  seem  not  to  complain,  by  a  coUunon  with  a  mem- 
ber,  to  call  to  order  such  other  member  aa  he  mi^t  wi^ 
to  silence,  and  then  interpose  the  power,  which  all  agree 
he  possesses,  of  declaring  him  out  of  order,  from' which 
there  is  no  appeal,  and  silence  him  at  once  f   Any  man 
disposed  to  play  the  tyrajit  in  dUit  Chair,  would  much  tsp 
ther  divide  the  responstbilityJn  that  way,  with  a  member, 
aa  he  can  now  do  aa  the  rule  stands,  than  take  it  upon 
himself  alone- 

Another  argument  bad  been  urged  to  prove  that  the 
President  bad  no  power,  but  as  it  was  conferred  t  that  the 
Senate  elect  tbeur  own  Committees.  If  this  argument 
proves  any  thing,  it  proves  too  much  i  because  the  Pre- 
sident, from  the  commencement  of  the  GoTcmment,  un- 
til 1616,  a  term  of  27  years,  exercised  the  power  ezda- 
Btvely,  of  appointing  tb«  Committees.  It  was  then  given 
to  tbe  Senate  to  appoint  by  ballot,  by  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  so  continued  until  1823,  when  it  was  again  nv- 
en  to  tbe  Prendent  {  and  in  1826,  wju  taken  mna  bin 
and  given  to  the  Senate  agun  by  a  "rule.  _  He  has  thus 
been  exerciung  these  powers  alternately  with  the  Senate, 
but  in  a  much  greater  proportion  of  time.  Although  not 
a  Senator,  he  is  a  component  part  of  this  body  :  has  a 
vote  ;  bas  the  power  of  appointing  Committees,  acoffido, 
and  has  exercised  that  power,  without  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, for  the  first  27  years  of  the  existence  of  this  body, 
and  was,  by  a  rule  only,  dispossessed  ef  it. 

Who  was  the  proper  person  to  preserve  order  but  the 
Chairman  ?  What  was  the  custom  t  The  analogy  was  too 
strong  to  be  resisted.  Look  at  every  other  public  body 
in  the  <»viltzed  world,  whether  civil,  religious,  or  ptditi- 
ca],  and  it  is  ex  qfficio  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  or  Pretf- 
dent  to  call  to  order-  Look  at  tbe  numerous  public  meet- 
ings of  the  People,  which  we  see  published  every  day  in 
the  newspapers.  We  see  it  announced  that  A.  B.  was 
called  tn  the  chur  ;  and  we  likewise  invariably  see  it, 
that  A.  B.  ciJled  the  meeting  to  order,  in  the  fint  in. 


bad  Umsdf  been  called  to  order  by  the  Prendent  of  tbe  stance.  It  it  the  invariable  practice  <rf  the  British  Uonse 
~  f(  moM  thm  cmce.   On  one  occairion,  a  gentleman  I  of  Common^  for  the  Speaker  to  call  to  oider.   It  it  the 
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invariable  practice  of  the  presiding'  officer  in  every  Legis- 
lative Body  in  the  United  States,  to  keep  order  in  tlieir 
respective  Bodies*  and  if  a  member  wandera  from  tbe 
question  in  debate,  to  call  bim  to  order. 

If  the  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  Senate  for  the  36 
first  years  of  its  existence,  for  the  l*resident,  in  all  cases, 
and  more  especially  if  a  member  wander  fivm  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate,  in  debate,  to  tall  him  to  order, 
and  briny  bim  back  to  that  question,  can  veigh  any  thing, 
or  if  the  analogy  of  the  univeml  nsare  in  ul  other  Le- 
pslative  bodies,  and  all  public  aMemblles  whatever,  that 
took  to  their  preuding  officera  to  perform  the  ojBfice  of 
calling  to  order,  as  an  official  duty,  can  have  any  weight 
in  biioging  us  to  a  fair  conctuaiort,  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  it  Belongs  to  the  Chair,  ex  vi  termintt  to  call  to  order. 
What  higher  duty  can  be  required  of  the  Chair  ?  Merely 
putttn|f  tlie  question  upon  bills  ami  resolutions,  is  certain. 
ty  a  minor  doty.  Such  a  duty  as  eoutd.ircll  be  discharg- 
ed by  ui  additional  Clerk,  as  the  reading  is  now  by  the 
Secretary. 

One  gentleman  had  ^aid,  there  was  48  Senators  in  this 
House,  either  of  wliom  could  call  to  order.  It  is  admit- 
,  ted.  But  suppose  any  one  Senator  sliould  so  far  forget 
himself  as  to  make,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  indecor- 
ous and  unkind  femarls  upon  any  other  member  to  whom 
he  might  be  opposed,  that  were  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate  ;  could  it  be  expected  that  the  mem- 
ber assailed  would  rise  to  call  the  other  to  order  in  his 
own  defence  ?  There  is  no  man  of  delicute  sensibility  who 
would  do  so.  It  would  be  a  task  too  invidioiui  for  a  mem- 
ber who  was  not  assailed,  to  take  up  the  subject.  And 
to  what  extravagance  wduld  it  nut  lead,  were  the  Presi- 
dent to  fold  bis  arms  and  ut  uleut  i  Or  suppose  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  to  be  upim  an  appropriation  lor  a 
turnpike  road,  and  a  Senator  ^lould  rise  in  his  place,  and 
address  the  Chair  upon  the  subject  of  an  Indian  treaty,  or 
upon  a  naval  expedition,  for  an  hour,  without  once  touch- 
ing the  subject  submitted  by  the  Chair,  for  the  conside- 
mtion  of  the  Senate  ;  could  the  I'resident  of  the  Senate 
nt  in  (Hgnified  .tilence  f  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  he 
vtKild. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  said,  the 
Vice  Hresldent  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President  of 
the  Senate.  Then  is  it  fit  that  we  should  say,  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  confide  to  him  what  you  would  confide 
to  a  single  Senator ;  one  elected  by  the  United  States  at 
large,  and  tbe  other  by  a  single  State  ?  He  could  not  see 
<he  compatibility  of  such  arguments  himself. 

Hr.  S-  swd,  his  object  was  not  to  arm  the  President  of 
-the  Senate  with  new  and  dangerous  powers,  but  to  strip 
bim  of  what  he  considered  the  mt^  despotic  power, 
which  he  now  held,  and  wliich,  in  conjunction  wilil  a  sin- 
gle Senator,  he  could  wield  to  a  more  dangerous  extent, 
than  even  that  which  ^ntlcmen  had  portrayed  a  chan^  of 
the  rule  would  give  bim.  He  wished  to  invest  him  wilh  a 
responsible  power,  but  not  a  dangerous  one — a  power  of 
calling  a  member  to  order,  without  the  despotic  power 
of  silencing  him.  Therefore,  if  there  arc  any  doubts  up. 
on  this  question,  let  the  amendment  be  adopted,  which 

Eve  an  appeal  from  his  decision  to  tbe  Senate.  To  this 
could  see  no  possible  objection,  beeatise  in  it  he  could 
leeno  hazard,  «ther  to  the  public  interest  or  to  the  rights 
of  the  Senators.  As  it  now  stood,  there  were  both.  The 
ri^t  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  ClMir  would  be 
a  source  of  gratification,  whilst  it  would  secure  to  all  par* 
tieSi-Mcurity  from  oppression,  if  any  could  arise. 

His  sole  object  was  to  give  the  right  of  appeal,  and  to 
divest  the  rule  of  its  doubtful  character.  He  would  ac- 
quiesce in  any  thing  that  would  no  longer  leave  the  sub- 
ject in  dubiot  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  secure  the 
ri^t  appeal,  lie  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  pro- 
poaed  amendment^  which  would  leave  no  ground  for  fu- 
rore ctmtroTersy. 


Mr.  KAfiE  said  he  would  in  a  few  words  express  I» 
9pinion  upon  this  subject  He  agreed  that  the  true  quea. 
tion  was— Has  the  Freudent  of  this  body  the  rightte  call 
a  SenatoE  to  ortler  f(v  words  spoken  in  debate  ?  He  did 
not  agree  with  those  gentlemen  who  thought  tbe  Pres* 
dent  had  no  power  t«  call  a  Senatorto  order,  in  aoyeas^ 
by  virtue  of  hia  office.  He  would  cease  to  be  the  Prea- 
dent  of  a  deliberative  body  could  he  not  preserve' that  order 
which  was  essential  to  preserve  deliberation.  He  can  sop 
press  noise  and  disturbances,  because  the  fbnctionief  bn 
ofRce  cannot  be  exercised  without  it  Words  spoken  in 
debate,  per  se,  cannot  be  conndered  disorderly. 

The  President  cannot  declare  them  out  of  order  \rith- 
out  the  right  of  interfering  with,  and  in  some  degree  con- 
troling  our  deliberations,  the  distinction  waa  this  :  The 
President  may  preside  over  but  not  interfere  mth  tbe 
deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power  u  thft  btter 
would  be  incompatible  with  tbe  ofgamc  principle!  of  tbe 
body.  If  the  Prendent  may  deugnatft  what  particular 
words  are  in  or  out  of  order,  thedncusnons  here  will  not 
be  free.  The  States  are  no  longer  represented  in  their 
sovereign  character.  I  am  free  to  admit  (hat  no  appre- 
hensions are  to  be  enteruined  on  this  account  of  any 
abuse  of  such  power,  should  it  be  conferred,  but  ap<Mi 
tbe  principle  of  the  question  he  had  made  his  deciMon. 

Mr.  CUAMBCK9  said,  he  rose  with  great  reluctance  to 
trespass  a  second  time,  but  when  he  was  told  that  the 
afBrmative  vote  on  the  amendment  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, carried  with  it  certain  necessary  inferences,  he  fdt 
bound  to  put  away  from  htm  all  such  supposed  inferences, 
and  to  tjtate  distinctly  the  reasons  which  governed  liim. 
He  could  say  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Hr.  Smith,]  he  had  no  agency  in  provoking 
this  discusnon,  It  hiid  grown  out  of  arcumstancei  net 
immediately  connected  with  the  report  of  the  Comiitittee, 
and  to  which  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ta«x- 
watL,]  had  made  direct  reference  by  a  question  propos- 
ed to  the  Chairman. 

It  was  not  his  wish  to  indulge  remailc  on  the  occurren- 
ces to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  hot  |;entleinai  on 
the  other  side  would  perast  in  having  opinion*  on  that 
subject  expressed,  and  they  had  felt  themselves  authotix- 
ed  to  say,  tbe  opinion  of  neatly  all  who  had  spoken  ;  and 
they  seemed  to  infer,  therefore,  that  at  least  a  very  Ibt^ 
propoition  of  the  Senate  believed  the  course  pursued  on 
that  occasion  by  the  presiding  o£Bcer,  was  correct  He 
bad  said  yesterday,  and  still  thought,  tiib  was  not  the 
time  or  tlie  occaiaon  to  discuss  m  question  in  which  other 
persona  were  intimately  conceme<^  who  are  not  now  pre- 
sent, and  which  is  not  regularly  brought  before  *ts. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vait- 
BuRSH,]*  has  said,  if  ho  were  disposed  to  adopt  tbe  moat 
effectual  means  of  sustaining  the  hte  opinions  of  the 
Chair,  he  could  devise  none  more  appropriate  tlmn  thn 
amendment,  and  that  the  necessary  imerence  arinng  ftom 
an  affirmative  vote  on  this  question,  is,  that  the  Prendent 
had  not  before  the  power  which  Was  new  rule  wUI  gire  to 
him. 

Mr.  VAN  BUnEN  exptianed. 

Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  no  choice  left  to  them  on  tbe 
subject.  We  think  tlie  President,  under  the  cxistitw 
niles,  has  the  power,  primarily,  to  call  to  order  t  we  think 
he  ought  to  exercise  tt— that  it  is  a  Bslutaiy  power,  and 
its  exercise  greatly  conducive  to  the  despatch  of  businea 
and  our  own  peace.  How  are  we  to  be  gratified  *  The 
presiding  officer,  on  n  former  occasion,  said  he  had  no 
authority  to  call  a  member  to  order  for  words  spoken  rn 
debate,  until  a  member  bad  invited  his  interposition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  remarked,  that  tbe  Senator 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  CttAMBB>s,l  mistook  the  decisiosi  of 
the  Chair  on  the  occasion  alluded  to^  in  supposing  that  it 
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had  decided  anunst  the  power  of  eallinif  to  order.  The 
iedmm  w*a,  tnat  the  Cbwr  hiul  not  the  power  of  calUog^ 
to  Older,  ttyc  word*  ipoken  in  debkte. '  'I'he  Chair  does 
not  doubt  Ui  power  of  callingp  to  order  in  many  cases  for 
it  ia  in  fact  in  the  dally  exercise  of  such  power.  As  much 
DUMppreheiuioD  seemed  to  prevail,  as  to  the  opinion  of 
the  GfaMT,  of  the  extent  (rf'  its  powet^  with  the  inau^nce 
of  the  Senate^  it  would  concisely  state  its  opmion. 

The  Consdtotion  provides  that  tbt  -Vice  PreiMent  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  each  House  shall  pre* 
aeribe  ha  mlea,  and  punish  for  disorderly  conduct 

It  ts  a  hit  presumption,  that  it  was  nut  the  intention  of 
the  ftutbonwthatinstruroentttodelegvtethesaniepow- 
cn  to  the  Senate  and  its  prc^ng  officer  j  and  in  onlei- 
to  ucertatn  w!wt  powen  were  really  delegated  to  the 
Vice  President,  aa  the  President  of  this  body,  it  is  only 
Bccejsary  to  know  what  were  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Senate  by  the  Constitution  in  reference  to  the  subject 
in  diactiasion.  Those  poweic,  fortunately  forihe  decision 
of  tbia  question,  admitted  of  no  doubt.  The  power  of 
mfcinf  nilcs,  and  of  puniihing  for  diionleriy  conduct, 
are  expressly  delegated  to  the  Senate.  The  power  frf" 
punBhniEinTolTedthat  of  judging.  In  the  Senate,  then, 
wM  clean/  vetted,  by  the  Constitunon,  tbe  legislative  and 
judtciid  powers  over  ita  own  proceedings,  which  leaves 
to  tbe  preodiog  officer  the  ministerial  power  of  the  body 
onljr,  which  is  neither  more  nor  leas  than  the  power  of 
aj^hriqg  the  rules  of  the  Senate  to  its  pnccedinn. 

Tbe  exndae  of  this  power  involved  the  right  of  calling 
to  ordtf,  or  what  was  the  same  thing,  of  directing  the'at- 
tcMieo  ift  the  Senate  to  instances  of  mfraction  ita  own 
mice  which  would  explain  the  various  instances  of  its 
exercise  by  the  Chair,  referred  to  by  some  of  the  Senators 
in  the  derate.  In  the  veir  unpleasant  instance  referred 
to  by  tbe  Senator  from  New  Jers^,  [Mr.  Dickebsott,} 
tbe  Chair  did  not  hc^te  in  making  the  call ;  not  for 
words  spoken— either  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  or 
frocB  Mawarhnsetti^  both  of  whom,  [Mr.  IUiii>oi.ph  and 
Hr.  Lloid,]  have  rince  ceased  to  be  members  of  this  bo- 
dy. 1  he  Senator  from  Virginia,  on  that  occasion,  was  in 
poeaeawin  of  tbe  floor,  and,  by  t)ie  niles  of  the  body,  no 
other  Seudw  bad  a  right  to  nse  until  be  had  finished,  ex- 
cept to  can  to  order.  As  soon  as  tbe  Chair  perceived 
that  tbe  object  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  ww 
not  to  maJte  a  call  to  order,  it  interfered,  as  was  its  duty, 
under  the  rules.  Supponng  that  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Kins,]  who  had  risen  on  the  occ&«on  to  make 
a  call  to  order,  intended  his  call  for  words  spoken  by  the 
Seoai^  from  Yirpia*,  [tfr.  K.]  the  ChiOr  directed  that 
the  wmds  ahonld  be  reduced  to  writing,  in  confermily 
with  the  seventh  nile  i  hut  it  is  iitcEned  to  think  that  it 
nuaconceived  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
{ Mr.  K.1  in  making  the  call  to  order. 

The  Uppingoo  the  table  wluch  was  alluded  to  by  tlie 
Senator  m>m  New  Hampshire,  as  instancei^  in  fact,  of 
callato  order,  the  Senate  would  find  justified  under  the 
seoood  rule^  whieb  provides  that  no  member  shall  speak 
to  another,  orothmwe  interrupt  the  buriness  of  the 
Senate,  or  read  ai^  newnaper,  while  the  Joumid  or 
other  public  papers  are  reading,  or  when  any  member  is 
speaking  in  debate.  In  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor &om  Missouri  of  pronouncing  questions  out  of  order, 
the  Senate  would  see  the  source  m  the  power  in  the  rule 
wUch  prescribes  the  rader  in  which  questions  should 
hare  pnority. 

There  being  no  rule  that  would  authorise  the  Chair  to 
can  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  it  became  a  se^ 
risua  question,  which  deliberately  engaged  the  attention 
oftbeChaov  whether  it  possessed  the  poverfrom  any 
edicr  source  irtiich  resutted  in  tbe  eonnction  that  it  did 
Mt  Tbia  opinion  w»  made  known*  en  the  fint  suitable 
occasoo. 

The  Chair  perceived  that  such  a  power  could  not  be 


chimed  under  the  Constitution,  without  subverting  pow- 
ers clearly  invested  in  the  Senate  by  the  Constitution.  If 
that  instrument  nvnted  such  power  at  all,  the  Chair 
would  possess  it,  beyond  tbe  control  of  the  body,  even  in 
the  shape  of  an  appeal,  and  to  the  extent  to  whxh  its  own 
judgment  might  dictate.  Hence,  if  it  were  doubtful  as 
to  the  ejastence  of  such  uncontroUiAle  powers^  uid  of 
sucb  dangerous  character,  wisdom  enjoined  that  the 
doubt  ^ould  prevent  ita  exercise . 

Could  it  be  supposed,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  fra- 
men  <^  the  Constitution,  that  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
this  body  should  be  put  under  such  detfpotic  control  * 
Who  is  a  Senator,  tliat  the  right  of  uttering  his  sentimNrt» 
wHhin  these  walls  should  be  placed  under  the  viB  at 
an  officer  connected,  in  a  certain  measure,  with  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  t  He  is  the  represent 
tative  of  a  State  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  and,  in  the  lar- 
ger States,  is  the  organ  of  the  will  of  more  than  a  million 
of  constituents.  It  would  then  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  right  of  determining  what  be  should  say,  and  in  what 
manner,  should  be  placed  by  the  Constitution  in  the  pow- 
er of  an  officer  wholly  irresponsible  to  the  body. 

The  Chair  begs  pardon  of  the  Senate  for  this  intruuon, 
which  nothing  but  a  desire  to  correct  miaspprehension  as 
to  its  opinion,  on  so  important  a  subject,  would  justify. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  felt  graUficd  at  tbe  expUna- 
tion,  because  it  enabled  him,  with  still  more  accuracy,  to 
comprehend  the  view  of  the  Chair,  to  which  end,  also, 
be  had  pronded  hmself,  and  then  had  on  hisdesk  a  c<^y 
of  the  remarks  which  he  had  made,  when  he  had  an- 
nounced to  the  Senate  the  opinion  alluded  to.  From 
that  opinion,  it  appeared  that  tbe  Chair  had  taken  the 
position,  that  his  power  "  on  these  great  points,  is  an  ap- 
pellate power  only."  He  should  hereafter  have  occa- 
«on  to  notice  the  alleged  distinction  between  ministerial 
and  other  power,  and  between  order  affectiag  the  lati- 
tude or  freedom  of  debate,  and  some  other  sorts  of  order. 

The  true  question  he  thought  vaa  nanvwed  down  to 
the  enquiry,  whether  the  power  of  preserving  order  is 
lodged  in  theChatr,  and  to  be  exerted  originally  and  pri- 
marily by  the  President,  or  whether  this  power  is  ap* 
pelUte  eidy,  and  dormant  until  called  into  action  by  a 
member.  It  cannot,  he  thought,  be  denied  that  the 
President  and  the  members  derived  their  powers  from 
tbe  same  sources.  Has  any  Senator  on  this  floor,  other 
or  more  powers  than  are  conferred  upon  bim  by  the  Con- 
stitution, the  laws  of  Congress,  and  toe  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate Has  the  Senate  itself  any  other  powers  than  those 
derived  from  these  sources  ?  The  powen  of  tiie  ]wedd- 
ing  officer  is  to  he  traced  to  the  same  soorces.  But  gen- 
tlemen ask,  whence  are  derived  the  powers  of  tbe  Presi* 
dent  to  call  to  order  }  I'he  question  is  retorted — whence: 
do  merobers  derive  the  power  TTiey  admit  the  power 
to  be  lodged  in  tbe  House,  and  tbe  argument  is  that  the 
President  has  it  as  an  appellate  power.  Where  then  da 
they  find  in  the  Constitution  one  word  directing  that  one 
member  may  coll  another  member  to  order  ? 

Where  in  the  laws  of  Congress  or  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate do  they  find  any  express  provision  to  this  effect  ^ 
There  is  none.  Our  rule  does  not  designate-by  whom 
particularly  a  member  may  be  called  to  order  t  and  if  the. 
President  waits  for  a  positive  designation,  m  must  a  mem- 
ber. Then  we  are  in  tbia  dilemma  :  we  bare  rules,  but 
no  one  has  nuthnity  to  call  them  into  action.  Our  pre- 
decessors must  have  differed  widely  from  ourselves  on 
these  matters,  or  they  have  applied  their  time  and  their 
talenu  to  small  account.  The  illustrious  author  of  this 
book  (Jefferson's  Manual)  had  intimated  a  very  difTmnt 
opinion  on  this  subject.  He  had  prepared  and  presented 
to  the  Senate  for  their  use  a  pariiamentary  rule,  sanction- 
ed by  its  usage  fbr  more  than  two  hundred  ^'ears,  wbicb 
piunted  to  th^  presiding  officer  as  the  indtvuiusl  to  move 
in  questions     order.    He  then  alluded  to  what  had  been 
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cjJled  by  the  honorable  {fentlemairfrom  Delaware  [Mr-H*< 
Laihe,]  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  think  very  incorrect- 
ly called,  inherent  power.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  reference  to  pover  of  the  presiding  officer,  not  de- 
rived from  the  conititaitinn  or  laws  of  tbe  Dnited  States, 
or  rultfl  of  the  Senate,  he  knew  of  none  such,  and  utter- 
ly denied  that  they  existed.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
reference  to  powers  derived  from  these  sources,  he  could 
not  well  perceive  with  what  propriety  the  term  inherent 
could  be  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  M'LANE  denied  that  he  had  introduced  tbe  tenn 
inherent  power  into  the  debate.  He  took  it  up  bb  the 
phrase  connected  with  some  remaiks  which  fell  from  tbe 
gentleman  himself,  or  from  some  gentleman  on  that  side 
ef  the  House. 

Hr.  CHAMDGRS  disclaimed  the  introduction  of  the 
tcrminto  the  debate.  He  was  unwiHing,  butfound  it  ne- 
cessary to  repeat  some  of  the  views  he  had  the  honor  to 
submit  yesterday.  The  Constitution  had  made  the  Yice 
Preudent  the  United  States  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
It  deigned,  by  placing  him  here,  to  invest  him  with 
aome  authority,  or  it  du  not.  If  no  authority  was  there- 
by  given,  he  has  no  power  to  prevent  a  riot  on  yourfloor ; 
to  protect  your  persons  from  violence,  or  to  interpose  his 
authori^  primarily  on  any  other  subject  of  order,  how- 
ever E^ross  a  violation  of  it  may  be  exhibited  in  hit  pre< 
•ence.  No  law  of  Congress  gives  him  such  power ;  no 
ra^  of  the  Senate  confers  it ;  and  he  certainly  cannot 
dnive  it  elsewhere.  But  gentlemen  say  he  has  the  pow- 
er to  suppress  a  riot  on  your  floor  ;  to  secure  your  per- 
sons from  assault,  and  to  do  such  like  acts,  which  they 
term  a  ministerial  power.  N6w  whence  is  this  minlste- 
rid  power  denred*  and  what  is  it  r  Docs  the  Constitu- 
tion confer  it  ?  It  says  not  one  word  about  it.  Does  a 
law  of  Congress  confer  It  >  It  is  no  where  ^uded  to  in 
your  statute  book.  Does  a  rule  of  the  Senate  delegate 
such  a  power  ?  Your  rules  are  totally  silent  on  the 
subject  of  any  such  distinction  of  powers,  nor  does  the 
term  ministerial  power  find  place  amongst  them.  What 
is  the  nunisterial  power  ?  Gentlemen  have  made  fre- 
quent allusion  to  the  particular  question  of  order  touching 
**  latitude  of  debate."  He  had  heretofore  said  the  day  had 

Sone  by  when  any  man  would  be  willing  in  the  face  of 
lis  nation,  to  arrest  the  widest  latitude  of  inquiry  in  this 
body,  and  on  proper  occasions,  into  the  political  charac- 
ter and  ctHtduct  of  public  men.  He  should  select  for  an 
example,  Another  instance  of  disorder — the  case  of  a  de- 
fkmatory  and  gross  personality— not  an  assault  on  the  bo. 
dy  of  a  member,  but  an  asMwt  upon  hit  honor,  his  integ- 
ri^,  vitally  affecting  every  principle  by  which  he  main- 
tains his  claims  upon  the  respect  and  esteem  of  society. 
Suppose  such  an  attack  made  by  one  member  in  the 
course  of  debate,  on  another  and  an  unoffending  mem- 
ber, on  the  floor  )  and  how  are  we  to  class  this  species 
of  disorder  }  Is  this  case  to  justify  the  action  of  the  min- 
istei^  powers,  which  gentlemen  tell  us  of }  Can  the 
preriding  ofBcer  interpose  *  Or  will  any  member  of  this 
House  say  it  is  a  case  in  which  our  official  dignity  and  our 
personal  security  does  not  reqiure  that  the  Chair  shoold 
nave  authority  to  interpose  ?  Let  us  not  be  told  that  the 
authority  of  any  one  member  on  the  floor  to  call  the  of- 
fending  foember  to  order  is  sufficient.  It  is  always  an 
otUous  Dusiness  to  volunteer  in  a  matter  like  this.  There 
are  forty-six  members,  exclusive  of  the  offending  and  of- 
fended members,  and  it  is  no  more  the  duty  of  one,  than 
it  is  of  all  the  odiers,  to  move  in  the  affair.  When  one 
member  ^all  rise  to  interpose,  he  must  do  so  in  the  ap- 
prehennon  of  drawing  down  upon  himself  the  angry  pas- 
uona  of  the  individual,  who  can  say,  "  by  what  peculiar 
motive,  Sir,  are  you  caUed  upon  to  arrest  remarks  wtucb 
forty-five  other  members,  equally  appreciating  tbe  rules 
of  propriety  and  deccwum,  mve  manifested  no  rehictanee 
to  hear?" 


Are  we  then  to  leave  the  offended  individual  to  move 
the  question  of  order  >  Was  it  not  enough  that  he  should 
be  the  victim  of  the  most  unfounded  imputatien — that  bis 
feelings  have  been  lacerated,  and  his  whole  mental  ener- 
gies periups  pToatrated  and  confounded,  by  an  aimrofok- 
ed  and  unmerited  assault?   Is  it  in  a  moment  luce  tU^ 
that  an  injured  and  oppressed  individual  is  to  be  left  to 
his  own  resources  of  defence  and  protection  t   No,  sud 
Hr.  C.  he  was  the  last  who  should  or  could  move  in  tbe 
affair.   Peihaps  tfie  very  fact  of  bis  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  presiding  ofBcer  t*  arrest  such  a  course  of  mnaik, 
would  with  many  be  rdied  on  aa  evindve  of  the  verity  of 
the  very  aspersion,  which  it  ndght  be  aiud  be  waa  not  iril- 
ling  to  bear,  because  not  able  to  disprove.    Every  gene- 
rous feeling  demanded  the  aid  of  omer  means.   If  tiiem 
was  any  propriety  in  protecting  our  persons  fronj  iniuty, 
much  more  was  there  in  gua^iog  our  private  fedings 
and  our  honor  from  injury  of  a  much  more  serious  char- 
acter.   It  shoold  be  the  special  province  oftiiediHrto 
curb  such  passions,  and  prevent  such  scenet.   But  be 
did  not  know  whether  gentlemen  would  include  Mich  a 
case  in  the  class  of  ministerial  duties  admitted  to  be  in  the 
province  of  the  chair.   It  seemed  clearly  to  be  within  the 
exclusion  of  the  language  of  the  presiding  officer,  be- 
cause, being  in  the  course  of  deoate,  it  would  affect 
the  Utitude  of  debate,  and  therefore,  came  ootywiA- 
in  his  appellate  jurisdiction.    Hr.  0.  vaA^  he  really 
did  not  know  what  these  ministerial  dutiea  are,  to 
which  gentlemen  have  reference,  no  more  than  he  knew 
from  what  source  they  derived  them.    Tbe  true  state  of 
the  case  appeared  to  him  to  be,  that  the  Constitution  had 
clearly  indicated  the  powers  of  our  presiding  ofBcer  by 
making  him  such.   Ex  in  fermM,  he  possessed  the 
powers  usual  and  pnmer  to  be  exercised  by  a  preuding 
officer,  according  to  the  usage  and  notions  indulged  fay 
those  who  bad  given  him  this  character.   The  veiy  men 
who  had  appointed  him  President  of  the  Senate  esx^ixit, 
bad  themselves  a  distinct  and  definite  idea  of  the  poweia 
and  duties  of  a  preuding  officer  of  a  Lcgisl&tiye  body. 
The  rules  and  usages  of  Congress,  borrowed  nnn  tlw 
laws  and  rules  of  Pai^ament,  gave  tiiem  as  it  ioA.  to  evoy 
man  who  had  an  acquaintance  with  the  legislative  bodies 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  as  correct  and  intelliiRble  an 
idea  of  the  powers  and  offices  of  tbe  presiding  omce,  of 
a  legislative  body,  aa  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  judge, 
or  any  other  officer  named  in  tite  Constitutimit  audit 
was  as  much  to  be  expected  that  they  should  go  on  to 
say,  when  speaking  of  a  judge,  that  he  shall  hear  and  de- 
cide questions  of  law,  as  to  say,  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate  he  shall  cause  order  and  decorum  to  be  observed, 
as  well  from  one  member,  when  in  debate,  to  uodier 
member,  as  from  persona  not  members  who  oauatUt  acta 
of  violence  in  the  Chamber. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  TasawBix*}  bat . 
well  said,  when  a  word  is  found  in  uwt  instrument  with  a  ! 
known  received  signification,  it  is  to  be  received  by  ua  u 
importing  such  signification.  The  honorable  gentteman 
illustrates  this  remark  by  reference  to  the  word  '*  court" 
I,  said  Mr.  C.  illustrate  the  same  remark  hy  the  w«da 
"  President  of  the  Senate." 

The  Constitution  gave  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
such  powers,  as,  according  to  the  practice  of  those  who 
made  it,  and  all  the  States  which  received  it,  were  usual- 
ly exercised  by  such  an  officer;  andas  their  powers  were 
invariably  exercised  in  common  with  the  right  of  the  bo- 
dy itself,  to  alter  and  amend  its  rules,  so  the  same  r^t 
Was  reserved  to  this  body,  by  that  instrument,  and  tbe 
Senate  have  no  more  right  to  adopt,  in  tiie  name  of  **iilles 
of  proceeding*,"  wild  uidextrmvi^ant  decrees,  entaiging 
their  own  powers  or  limiting  those  of  Ihdr  l^«»dent,  in 
violation  wall  Parliamentary  and  Congreanuial  practice, 
than  their  President  has  to  usurp  powers  never  auppoted 
to  belong  to  the  station  of  a  prcsidmg  officer,  or  to  refitae 
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^exercise  of  such  as  are  umversaHy  admitted  to  belong 
to  tbe  station- 

Wttb  die  conviction  or  the  constilii'Linnal  existence  nf 
the*e  jawere  in  the  presiding  ofTiccr,  ami  an  eiititv  \v!I- 
IiD^neia  to  rely  on  their  exercise,  the  Sc-nato,  ut  an  t-ii  ly 
peno^  "Ibrnted,  to  tise  Mr.  JelTi'ntoii*^  lani;iiu;:<.-,  s>yw 
rales f^itt  own  ^vernment,  but  these  poinj;  only  to  few 
OSM^  they  have  referred  to  tlie  dcclalon  of  thtir  Prc- 
ndent,  without  debute  an:I  witliotit  :iji|>e»1,  all  questions 
«f  order  arising  under  their  own  mlcs,  or  where  ilit y  liiive 
pravided  none  :  thus  placing  "  under  lits  discrctioi;,"  hs 
be  eon&nuea,  *'  a  rcr^  extensive  field  of  ilecision." 

Ontome  ofthe  plainest  as  well  hh  the  most  i:i)portant 
tlenw irf leguilative  order,  the  Senate  had  no  wriiten  ndc 
whsterer.  He  believed  in  every  legiaiative  body  it  wns 
held  neoesnry  to  restrain  the  speaker  from  subjects 
whoQy  aod  obviously  foreigii  and  irrelevant  to  the  mu'Ji-r 
m  hand.  But  yet,  unless  it  ha^l  eluded  his  research, 
diere  wis  no  written  rule  of  the  Senate  to  secure  this  ne- 
ccMBr;  result.  Uot  one  word  on  the  subject,  if  he  were 
novto  leave  the  subject  of  the  rules  and  ppactice.of  this 
boify,  and  tiidul|fe  himself  in  a  history  of  tlie  beauty,  the 
wlendor,  and  the  utility,  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dcluu-nre 
Canal,  he  would  deny  the  authority  of  any  individual  in 
this  Chamber, .  whether  president  or  member,  to  chai-^  e 
Bpoahim  a  violation  ofonler,  on  the  hypothesis,  tiiat  tlic 
«fcn]pto  ia  the  only  nilc  of  this  lious?.  iftlie  h-x  non 
'f'ifbtt  if  any  thing  beside  the  constHutiou,  lawa  of  Con- 
pa^  m  written  niles  of  the  Seuate,  could  restRiin  me,  f 
{nid  Mr.  C.)  where  ia  it  (mrnil,  ami  when  found  I  ask, 
daet  It  confine  the  primary  call  to  the  member,  iind  re 
fi«e  to  the  President  except  on  appeal  ^  Tlii3  is  the 
question,  aiwl  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  it,  and  gentlemen 
win  find  the  same  argument  which  proves  the  jnitliority 
the  member,  proves  the  authority  of  the  president  : 
ud  if  they  deny  the  authority  of  either  or  both,  they  leave 
niB  a  nusnablc  condition,  totally  unable  to  socure  tlic 
presmation  <rf  order  or  dcconim  at  all.  This  is  a  state 
•f  thiiiga  from  which  we  wish  to  escape,  and  the  interest- 
in^  inquiry  is,  by  what  mode  c:iii  we  do  so. 

On  a  former  occasion,  our  presiding  oHiccr  declared  his 
optaioB,  afler  much  reScclion,  t^iat  lie  hud  no  right  to  call 
tivderon  questions  totiching  latitmle  of  debate.  No  din- 
oantm  was  had  at  the  time,  and  no  member  was  called  lo 
eipaiMbia  assent  or  dissent  to  the  opinioii'  A  comniit- 
nntofihe  rules  of  the  Senate  for  reviaiaii,  had  been 
made^and  their  report  was  in  progress  of  adoption  with- 
out  the  (iiglttest  reference  to  that  opinion,  wh^n  thchon- 
onbic  gentleman  from  Virginia  [.Mr.  1'azkwelj.,]  thought 
it  proper  to  propose  an  inquiry  to  the  Chairman,  wliclhcr 
thefiui  and  7th  rules  had  been  the  5ubje<;t  of  tiieir  pnrti- 
cule  iKiti6e»  and  if  so,  whether  the  committee  had  stis 
laiMd  the  Chair  in  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed.  To 
thoe inquiries,  the  Chairman  answered  afRrmativdy.  If 
oar  action  on  this  matter  had  ceased  here,  or  if  no  otlter 
■Ifp  were  taken  by  the  Senate  but  to  adopt  the  aniend- 
iMntsof  the  Cmnmittce,  witli  this  accompanying  cxplana- 
Ikm  and  construction  of  the  Cltuirman,  it  would  seti-L  tiiis 
question  asfarfurth  as  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  Senate 
CM  settle  tL  Being  of  the  number  of  those  who  tliflcrcJ 
fnm  the  Chair  and  from  the  committee  in  their  constnic- 
tion  of  the  powers  of  tlie  presiding  ofRccr,  he  had  immc- 
dMt^  cngi^ed  hlDueir  in  preparing  a  molion  torecom- 
ntlpA  tit  tea,  w^  instructions  ti^  an:icihl  tiicm,  by  ex- 
pltHfl'  diri^ating  to  tlie  Chjir  tlic  riglrt  of  prinia.-ily 
crinwioofuer,  which  he  believed  it  ought  to  poascss 
He  Mt  himself  driren  to  the  alternatii-e  of  giving  the 
fovcr  by  ezpreu  rule,  or  to  acquiesce  in  the  pnictlce 
^^Hcb  the  Pendent  has  told  us  he  feels  himself  bound  to 
pVtMe,  and  which  the  committee  say  is  the  only  practice 
ju^ed  by  our  existing  rules. 

The  bouoTAble  gentlemarflrum  Connecticut  [ilr.  Foot] 
ulic![nted  this  purpose,  by  submitting  bis  amendment. 
Vou  IV.— 21 


If  i^entlemen  admit  the  propriety  of  this  interposition 
li-om  the  cliaiv,  to  protect  o;ir  jic'sons  from  violence,  to 
prevei>t  otir  ehamljcr  fi-om  being  the  scene  of  riot,  and  lo 
prniiiliit  nurselvt!:,  when  not  engaged  at  the  moment  in 
(K  li-.tc,  from  loud  talking  and  noise,  how  can  it  be  k-ss 
iiecessiiry  to  brinj^  it  into  action  when  harsh  and  inflammn- 
Inry  .nnd  peiaonal  laiign:ige  is  indulged  by  a  member  in 
tk  bato  '  He  wonid  not  ngain  propose  the  question  which 
fo:-clI)Iy  presenlcd  itself;  he  had  before  put  it  to  gen- 
tic'nu.-ii  to  disliiignish,  if  they  could,  between  the  eases  in 
refurcure  to  tlie  derivation  of  power;  but  he  would  oslc, 
why  confor  the  one,  and  withhold  tiie  other  >  And  when 
we  ask  vuti  to  express  by  this  rule  the  existence  of  such  a 
power  in  the  chair,  do  we  wish  to  stop  debate,  or  abiidga 
its  latitu:!  •  md  restrict  it  within  narrower  limits  tlian  it 
now  claims  ?  No,  Sir,  we  wish  no  such  thing  {  we  wish 
t-j  uiuke  it  the  duty  of  a  particular  individual,  and  he  tho 
pie-  ifiinp  (ilBcer,  to  do  that  which  it  is  said  is  now  the  du- 
ty, or  rather  privilt-ge  of  all,  and  therefore,  though  necea- 
s:iry  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  tins  body,  and  to  the  in- 
teresls  of  tliu  nation,  i^  not  likely  to  be  done  by  any  one 
We  wish  to  vest  this  power,  and  make  it  the  duty  too  of 
one  who  is  placed  hero  by  other  means  than  by  our  votes, 
who,  not  deriving- authoiity  fVotn  us, and  not  participatin|f 
Ml  onr  debates,  has  composure  and  opportunity  to  observe, 
and  disposition  to  rcsisr,  even  the  first  approach  toward  a 
dt-porlnient  unbecoming  the  representative  of  a  sovereign 
State,  and  calculated  to  disturb  rather  than  to  promote 
the  legitimate  objects  of  our  mission.  We  wish  tliis  pow- 
er to  repose  where  it  has  been  placed  and  is  now  exercis* 
cd  in  every  legislative  body  i»f  which  we  have  any  know- 
ledge. 

Tliere  was  another  point,  to  which  he  said  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolin»-iMr.  Smith,]  had  so 
efRciently  given  his  notice,  that  it  should  not  cause  him  to 
fatigue  the  Senate  much  longer ;  that  was,  the* very  sin- 
gular suggcsLiun,  that  the  amendment  gave  a  dangerous 
increase  of  power  to  the  Chair.  « 

lie  had  yesterday  answered  this  objection,  and  he  did 
not,  after  rejection,  perceive  the  fallacy  of  his  reasons  t 
but  he  would  now  meet  it  in  another  mode,  and  give  to 
those  who  urge  eilluT  horn  of  the  dilemma.  Suppose, 
then,  first,  that  the  President  is  a  man  of  intelligence, 
integrity,  and  patriotism  j  can  any  member  of  this  body 
be  unwilling  to  confide  to  such  hands  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order  ami  decorum  ?  He  would  not  allow  htm-' 
self  so  to  Ihink.  Then  let  us  next  suppose  the  presiding 
oiliccr  to  be  such  a  monster  as  the  gentlemen  have  con- 
jured up — to  borrow  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  (Jaruiiria,  [Mr.  Smith,]  to  be  utterly  destitute  of 
inlelligcnce,  integrity,  patriotism,  or  any  principle  which 
can  protect  you  against  his  machinations ;  one  who  will 
ca;;crjy  seize  upon,  and  despotically  use  every  nower 
which  he  can  bring  within  his  grasp.  Will  gentlemen 
say  it  is  to  such  a  man  they  are  willing  to  suiTender 
thi.-  decision  of  their  rif;hts,  a  decision  final,  conchisive, 
and  iri-evKisible  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  we  shall  find  safety 
in  the  Tict,  that  tliis  power  can  oidy  be  called  into  life  by 
a  meiuher  on  the  floor.  Such  a  man  will  never  want  the 
means  to  p[:i-suadc  pr  deceive  someone  of  the  fotty.etght 
men  into  a  participation  of  his  plans.  He  will  always  be 
able  to  mak^  some  one,  however  unwillingly,  yet  tlie 
sure  Instrument  of  Ins  treacherous  purposes.  Thus  standi 
the  matter,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  President,  al- 
leged to  be  derived  from  existing  rules.  What  would  be 
the  result  of  the  dilfercnt  cases  supposed,  atler  the  pro- 
posed change  of  the  rule  ^  If  your  presiding  officer  shall 
be  intelligent  and  patriotic,  disposed  and  capable  to  do 
his  duty,  he  will  be  no  less  likely  to  give  yau  sound  de- 
cisions, because  there  may  be  an  appeal  fVom  hia  judg- 
ment. In  the  other  case  supposed,  in  which  your  pre- 
siding oliicer  is  presumed  to  be  destitute  of  sound  princi- 
ple and  honest  intention,  surely  it  cannot  be  cause  tn  corn- 
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plaint  that  you  reserve  to  yourselves  the  right  of  revising' 
the  decisions  of  no  officer  who  id  corrupt,  the  right  ti> 
correct  the  mischief  ofan  orbilrary  despot  g  the  right,  in 
fine,  of  protecting  onrselves  and  our  States,  m  the  ei^joy- 
ment  of  those  prerogatives  wliifth  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  land  have  guaranteed  to  them,  and  to  ,U9  as 
their  representatives.  Where  can  we  hope  for  safety 
ftnd  protection,  if  not  among  ourselves,  in  the  majority  of 
this  body  ?  Are  we  to  be  told*  that  as  one  individnal  inay 
be  deoeived,  or  seduced,  so  may  the  majority  '  'Ilie  ari- 
iwer  is,  that  when  that  fearful  day  shall  arrive,  which 
fhall  witness  a  comiptian  of  a  majority  of  this  House, 
irben  tliis  whole  body  is  to  unite  with  an  unprincipled 
aspirant,  who  tramples  under  foot  the  sacred  obligations 
of  the  Constitution,  and  liis  solemn  oath  to  God,  it  little 
matters  what  are  yonr  rules.  If  such  a  day  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  arrive,  the  destinies 'of  this  nation  are  sealed^its 
fitirest,  fondest  hopes  are  blasted  ibrever  t  and  in  the  ge- 
neral  wreck  of  law  and  order,  no  rule  you  can  make  Till 
escape  the  general  ruin. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  ofN.  H.  observed,  that  the  course 
of  remarks  on  this  subject,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, had  imposed  a  duty  on  all,  wTio  might  vote  for  the 
amendment  for  reasons  ditferent  from  his,  to  explain  their 
▼iewB  or  consent  to  be  raiBunderstood  or  misrepresented. 
The  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.  in  its  operation,  has  not 
been  distinctly  apprehended  (  else  probably  less  diversi 
ty  of  opinion  would  exist  as  to  its  adoption.  It,  in  truth, 
■will  work  two  separate  and  independent  effewts.  One 
will  be,  to  confer  on  the  Chair  a  new  power,  tlie  other  to 
place  a  new  limit  or  restriction  on  alt  its  power.  One 
IS  produoed  by  giving  the  atithority  to  call  to  order  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  j  the  other,  by  giving  an  appeal, 
from  that  call  to  or<ter,  and  from  all  decisions  of  every 
kind,  to  the  members  of  tlie  Senate.  As  a  friend  to  re 
stricted  power  in  all  public  officers,  and  to  jealousy  of  its 
exercise,  he  should  certainly  vole  for  the  appeal ;  and  as 
the  right  to  cull  to  order  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Chair, 
was  of  so  little  conseffuence,  when  subjected  to  an  appeal, 
be  should  also  vote  for  that,  if  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
appeal  separately.  Every  gentleman  will  see  tbat  this 
grant  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  forty-seven,  may  call  to  order  in  the 
first  instance  for  words  spoken,  is  not  likely  to  produce 
either  much  good  or  hurt,  if  controlled  by  that  forty  seven 
on  an  appeal  from  the  Cimr.  So  that  the  whole  contest, 
worth  a  moment's  consideration,  was  that  part  of  the 
amendment  subjecting  all  calls  to  onler  by  the  Chair  to 
the-revision  of  the  Senate.  This  was  entirely  a  new  pro. 
Tision.  It  had  not  been  formerly  introduced,  for  the  verj- 
plain  reason,  that  no  power  to  call  to  order  in  this  case 
bad  ever  been  conferred  on  the  Chair  by  the  riles  of  this 
body.  If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  other  House, 
expressly — then^  undoubtedly,  as  there,  it  would  here, 
baTC  been  subjected  to  an  appeal.  To  suppose  that 
the  Senate  would  confer  such  an  essential  and  controll 
ing  power  over  the  deliberations  without  any  restriction, 
when  the  other  House  had  imposed  implicit  restriction, 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Senate  less  vigilant  and  more 
servile  and  slavish  to  their  presiding  officer,  than  any 
other  legislative  body  in  any  free  government.  The 
other  house  acting  under  the  same  cHiuse  in  the  Consti- 
tution would  limit  the  power,  though  the  Speaker  is  ap- 
pointed by  themselves — is  one  of  their  own  number,  and 
daily  amenable  to  their  authority :  and  yet  the  Senate 
would  not  limit  the  power,  when  their  presiding  officer 
was  not  appointed  by  themselves  ;  was  not  elected  in  the 
•amc  manner,  and  was  not  amenalilc  to  their  pleasure  for 
any  supposed  negiect  of  duty.  To  argue,  thcrefbre,  that 
the  Vice  President  has  beretofore,  by  our  rules,  had 
this  power  to  call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
without  any  appeal  to  the  Senate,  is  to  aver,  that  those 
who  made  these  ndes  were  most  regardless  of  their  safety. 


as  compared  with  the  other  House,  or  were  "  inefBtbly 
stupid."  I'he  words  of  the  rules  exempt  from  UiisrnmiBch, 
most  clearly,  our  fatiiers  who  catitiously  fiirmed  them. 
I'he  sixth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  snjp  way 
consistent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the  Vice  President 
is  any  thing  but  an  umpire  in  all  calls  to  order  for  Words 
spoken.  In  both  of  them  he  is  expressly  authorized  to 
render  judgment  after  tlie  call ;  whereas,  if  be  binuelf 
made  tbc  call  be  would  render  judgment  befitre  be  made 
the  call.  He  appealed  to  the  j^tUman  from  ICatyhiH^ 
as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  poFitieian,  to  ss^,  if  the  worda  oT 
t!ie  ndes  admitted  of  any  other  <M>natruetion,  and  that  their 
spirit  would  admit  of  no  other,  unee  no  appeal  was  pro> 
vided  fur  from  the  decision  of  the  Vice  President,  no  maa 
of  independent  feeling,  and  of  due  respect  to  those  wbe 
made  the  rules,  could  for  a  moment  believe. 

I  shall  vote  then  for  the  last  part  of  the  amendment,  if 
the  first  part  be  adopted  (  because  the  first  part  confers 
a  new  power,  never  before  conferred  by  our  rules.  I 
should  vote  for  it  also  if  Uie  first  part  be  not  adopted,  a* 
it  is  a  salutar>  restraint  on  the  old  powers  conf^red  hj 
our  rules. 

But  I  am  utterly  astonished,  that  gentlemen  can  sup- 
port this  branch  of  the  amendment,  and  still  amie  that 
tbc  Vice  President  has  a  power  to  call  to  order  for  wmds 
spoken  in  debate,  independent  of  any  rules  made  bjr  this 
body.  This  has  truly  been  pronounced  a  docvine  most 
dangerous  and  alarmuig.  Where  does  he  obtain  it  *  From 
the  Constitution  *.  But  that  confers  upon  the  Senate,  and 
not  their  presiding  officer,  the  right  to  make  rules.  He 
can  only  preside,  or  administer  niles  already  made.  The 
express  ^nt  to  them  of  this  right  to  make  rules,  ex- 
cludes bis  right  to  make  them  ;  and  if  he  cannot  vaOkA 
one  by  the  Constitution,  it  is,  on  this  same  prineiple,  an 
usurpation,  if  he  undertake  to  make  one  by  the  fcc  par- 
liamtiUaria,  or  virtule  officii,  or  in  other  way  not  aatlio- 
rizcd  and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  to  whom  alone  constitu- 
tionally is  delegated  this  important  trust.  Itut  a  nngle 
and  decisive  answer  to  all  claim  of  an  implied  or  inherent 
power  in  the  Vice  President  to  make  and  enforce  this 
rule,  without  an  express  grant  of  the  Settate,  to  call  a 
member  lo  order  for  worcb  spoken  in  debate  is,  that  if  he 
possess  this  power  we  cannot  rightly  subject  it  to  an  ap- 
peal. If  he  possess  it  in  any  way,  1  care  not  what,  inde- 
pendent of  an  express  nde  made  by  us — we  can  neither 
divest  him  of  it  nor  in  any  manner  restrict  it.  It  becomes 
an  encroachment  and  usurpation  by  us  to  attempt  to  sub- 
ject it  to  an  appeal.  He  can,  and  ought  to  put  our  ap< 
peal  to  deiance.  He  is  not  responsible  to  us  for  the  er- 
crcise  of  powers  not  conferred  by  us  ;  but  responnble  to 
the  people  alone. 

All,  then,  who  believed  that  the  Vice  President  did  not 
derive  his  power  from  express  grant  by  the  Senate,  must 
of  course  vole  against  the  appeal,  or  be  guilty  of  attempt- 
ing to  impose  shackles  on  tliat  oflicer,  which,  under  the 
Constitution  and  his  constitutional  rights,  cannot  lawftiUy 
be  imposed.  But  all  who  believe  that  he  derived  itftom 
express  grant  by  us,  would  ceHainly  not  make  that  giant 
without  the  caution  and  Jealousy  ofaabjecting  the  power 
to  our  revision.  Nobody  has  greater  confidence  than 
myself  in  the  present  presiding  officer,  iu  his  integrity, 
intelligence,  or  liberal  principles. 

But  we  i(re  about  to  establish  a  new  precedent,  per- 
haps to  last  many  years  :  wc  are  about,  m  my  opimcm,  to 
confer,  by  the  first  part  of  the  amendment,  a  new,  and, 
standing  alone,  important  power  ;  times  and  men  nmy 
change  ;  and^  for  one,  I  will  never  consent  to  bestow  it 
on  any  officer  whatever,  unless  subject  to  an  appeal  and 
revision  by  this  body.  By  such  an  appeal,  the  grant  be- 
comes Of  little  consequence,  and  wilt  leave,  uninpaired, 
in  this  body,  the  highly  essential  attribute  tit  eontrolUng 
its  own  deliberations. 

Mr.  BERHIBM  said,  that  he  had  filmed  an  amcttilmeBt 
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in  die  form  of  k  tesolulion,  which  he  would  now  offer  to 
ibe  oooridentioa  of  the  Senate.  He  cenndered  the 
pover  of  oiling  to  order  in  olhetf'  cues  thui  in  debate,  a 
vcH  Mttled  ministerial  power,  which  could  exist  in  no 
other  bands  than  those  of  dte  Vice  Prendent — because 
the  attention  of  the  members  is  not  supposed  to  be  upon 
tbe  proceetliDf^  in  such  cases.  Dut  in  the  debate^  the 
attention  of  every  member  would  be  wide  awake  i  tlicy 
would  be  tlie  most  interested  in  checking  disorderly  Ian- 
f\iMge  (  and,  therefore,  A  delegation  of  power  to  call  to 
order  in  such  cases  would  imply  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Senators  themselves.  The  general  disposition  of  the 
Senate  to  prescr^'c  decomm  seemed  to  mukc  such  a  de- 
legation of  power  unnecessary.  lie  wus^  thus,  disposed 
to  confirm  to  the  pi-csiding  ofRccT  the  right  of  calling  to 
vnkr  in  all  ordinary  cases ;  and  to  relun  to  the  members 
of  this  buc^  die  ri^ht  of  calling  to  order  during  debate  ; 
imptwRg  npoii  the  President  the  duty  of  dett-rmining 
whether  the  call  sliould  be  sustained  or  not,  witii  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Senate  in  diCBcult  coses. 

Mr.  B.  then  proposed  to  amend  the  said  proposed 
amendment,  by  strikmgtherefi-omtlie  words"  by  llic  Prc- 
■itlent  or  a  Senator,"  and  inserting  the  words,  "  for  any 
other  cause  than  fur  words  spoken  in  debate,  by  the  Pre- 
sident era  Senator,  or  for  wmds  so  u>okenby  aSenator." 

Mr.  F(K>T  said:  I  rise  to  defend  my  amendment 
apliMt  tbe  unfounded  chai|fea  which  have  been  made 
against  the  amendment  itself,  and,  by  impncnUon,  agninst 
me,  for  offering  it  to  the  consideratiou  of  the  Senate. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  consider  tliese  charges^  I  win 
first  reply  to  the  ametulnoent  offered  'by  tUe  Senator  from 
Ceoigia,  (Mr.  BsBaixs.  j 

What,  sir,  dees  his  amendment  prnpose  1  To  strike 
out  from  my  amendment  that  part  which  recognises  in  the 
rrcudent  the  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order.  If  adopt- 
ed, it  will  defeat  the  anginal  amendment  entirely,  and 
leave  the  fitb  iwle  with  all  its  imperfections  and  cmhar- 
ranments. 

This  amendment,  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  under  discussion,  applies  to  the  7th  njlc, 
wbieh  relates  to  calls  to  order  for  words  ipoken!  [Here 
Mr.  F.  read  6tli  aiwl  7th  rules.]  The  original  amendment 
applies  only  to  the  6lh  rule,  directly,  Lut  involves  all 
ijuestions  of  order,  so  fiir  as  to  embrace  the  right  of  ap- 
peal. Tlte  Senator  may  obtain  his  object  by  amending 
the  7th  nile — bat  if  his  amendment  should  now  prevail, 
it  will  entirely  defeat  one  of  tlie  principal  objects  of  the 
first  aneitdmcHt,  «-liich  is,  not  so  much  tosettle  a  disputed 
point,  as  to  expl;Mii  an  ambiguity  in  an  existing  nile— not 
10  Confer  any  new  power,  hut  to  strip  an  existing  rule  of 
ambiguity  and  doubts — which  this  discussion,  from  both 
«defl  of  the  Seuatut  proves  incuntestibly  to  exist  in  the 
present  nde  ;  and  which  it  appears  has  exposed  the  pre 
siifing  officer  to  very  serious  and  unpkasant  impntations, 
because  he  has  given  to  the  tide  a  construction  different 
from  any  of  bis  predecessors.  One  object  in  ppo])osing 
this  amendment,  botii  in  oo-nmittce  and  now  m  the  Se- 
nate, was,  to  remove  any  doubts  and  embarrusmcnts 
which  have  been,  or  may  b^  caused  by  the  present  rule, 
and  to  settle  the  quemion  definitively,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate.  If  the  amendment  prepared  by  the  Senator 
from  Geor^  sliould  prevail,  this  object  will  be  defeated, 
lam,  tlterefore,  opposed  to  this  amendment. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  bv  me  in  committee, 
and  now  before  the  Senate,  by  a  call  from  the  Senatui- 
from  ViTglnia,  [Mr.  TaxswellJ— for,  sir,  1  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that,  on  this  subject,  1  feel  myself  nbso- 
lutcly  and  tniperatively  called  upon  to  deft^nd  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  state  my  reasons  for  oppustng  it  in  commit- 
tee— I  have  wily  to  say,  that,  standing  in  my  place  as  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  sovereign  :>tates  which  com- 
pose this  Union,  I  claim  the  right  to  propose  to  the  con- 
aideration     the  Senate  any  measure,  either  in  relation 


to  the  general  interests  of  the  Nation,  or  to  our  own  pro* 
eeedings,  which  appears  to  my  judgment  to  be  expe- 
dient and  proper,  on  my  own  respunsibillty,  and  shall  al* 
waj'sbe  ready  and  willing  to  assign  the  reasons  which  in- 
duce me  to  make  such  proposition  ;  and  1  know  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Senate  will  accord  to  every  Senator  thiS  pri- 
vilege- 

What  is  my  amendment  ?  A  plain  proposition  so  to 
amend  an  existing  rule,  as  to  recognise  in  the  President 
of  the  Senate  the  right  and  the  obligation  to  call  a  Sena- 
tor to  order  for  a  breach  of  the  written  nilcs  or  any  viola- 
tion of  that  decorum  which  is  indispensable  to  preserve 
the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  ai\d  facililate  tlie  transaction  of 
the  public  business  i  to  restore  the  ligiiis  and  poweis  of 
the  President,  which  have  been  limited  and  destroyed  by 
the  written  rule,  or  by  the  constiiietiun  whicli  has  been 
given  to  it — with  this  additional  guard  against  its  abuse, 
to  allow  an  appeal,  in  ell  cases,  fi-om  the  decisions  of  the 
Chiiir  :  in  shoi-l,  to  secure  to  the  Senate  llic  control  of 
their  own  d  el  ib  em  I  ions,  and  the  same  privileges  which  , 
are  enjoyed  by  every  other  deliberative  !;ody,  in  this,  and 
every  other  country  which  fiiiii  a  representative  assetnblj'. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  every  Senator  on  lliis  floor  :  Is  this 
proposition  ohno.vioiis  to  the  ImrsU  epithets  which  hava 
been  heaped  upon  it  ?  Is  this  the  monsti-uus  power — aa 
stated  by  the  Senatorfrom  Delaware  ?  [Mr.  HcLasa.]  b 
this  a  gag  law — as  stated  by  the  Senatur  from  Kentucky  } 
[Mr.  ItowAK,]  Am  I,  air,  to  be  charged  withproposingto 
give  to  any  man  a  "monstrous  power,"  or  with  having 
proposed  a  "  gag  law  '"  Sir,  my  political  course  has  ne« 
ver  exposed  me  to  such  a  charge  among  my  acquaint* 
ance  i  it  docs  not  apply  to  one  of  my  political  teneti, 
however  familiar  it  may  be  witli  some  gentlemen. 

Bui,  sir,  in  pi-nposing  and  advocating  this  amendment, 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  disputes  or  altercations  in 
this  body,  previous  to  the  present  ECSsion,"when  1  first 
t>ecamc  a  member  ;  and  I  will  not  be  draggeil  into  any 
such  discussion — althuiigli,  as  a  racniher  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  Senate,  I  shall  never  hemtate  to  do  my  duty. 

My  only  object  in  offering  tins  amendment,  was,  to  cor* 
rect  an  evil  wliich  may  arise  from  the  construction  of  the 
present  rule,  and  which  this  debate  fully  proves  to  iiave 
existed,  and  which  certainly  requires  a  remedy.  Under 
the  present  rule,  with  the  constniction  which'  it  has  re- 
ceived, taken  in  connexion  with  .Icflcraon's  Manual 
(which  is  consideretl  as  the  guide  for  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  in  all  cases  not  specially  provided  fur  by  th« 
rules  of  the  Senate,)  I  contend  that  no  Senator  can  be 
called  to  order  for  offensK  c  words  until  he  has  finished 
his  upeech.  Now,  Sir,  nnlcss  w«  provide,  by  a  ipceial 
nde,  that  a  member  may  he  culled  to  order  while  epeak- 
ing,  we  shall  be  cfiinpelled  to  s;t  as  palienlly  as  we  can 
SHd  bear  the  whole  abuse  ;  and  after  he  has  finished  wo 
m,iY  tlien  call  him  to  onler  and  puniuli  him  j  this  certain- 
ly ia  n<it  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  Kvery  other  deliberati\-e 
hndj-  has,  by  a  special  rule,  prwideil  a  remedy  for  this 
evil ;  and  my  amendment  proposci  a  similar  rule  for  the 
Senate, 

»ut.  Sir,  the  amendment  propossd  by  the  Senatorfrom 
Geoi^ia,  [Mr.  nKnnir.N-,]  will  prevent  tlic  Tivsidcnt  from 
exercising  this  power,  whicli  is  considered  i.i dispensable 
fur  the  preserv  ation  of  order  and  the  prer.  'gativo  of  every 
other  presiding  officer.  My  own  e.vpericnce  proves,  and 
every  Senator  present  will  agree  with  me,  that  this  power 
involves  too  much  delicacy  to  be  often  u-ed  by  members. 
It  is  extremely  unpleasant  for  a  Senator  to  call  a  brother 
Senator  to  order;  but  if  the  President  in  his  oflicial  char- 
acter cfllte  to  order,  this  delicacy  is  not  felt,  nor  is  offence 
given  1  nor  can  there  be  any  danger  of  the  abuse  of  the 
power,  if  an  uppcal  be  allowed  to  the  Senate,  from  the 
decisions  of  the  Chair. 

The  qnestion  was  then  token  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  (the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  call- 
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edby  Mr.  CHixsni.)  and  Uwas  rejected  by  thu  follow- 
ing: vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Denton,  Berrien,  Cliandler,  Diclcen;oij, 
Ellis,  Ilayne,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Kane,  Kin;?,  McLane,  Ma- 
con, Ridgely,  Kowan,  Smith,  of  Jld.  ThzcwcII,  Tylor, 
Van  Buren,  White,  Williams,  Woo<lbur>-. — 20. 

NAYS—ilessrs.  Barton,  Baleman,  Bell,  Hoiilipiy.Cbam- 
bcrs.  Chase,  Cobb,  Font,  Harrison,  Hendriclcs,  Johnston, 
(if  Lou.  Kni^lit,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Farris,  Rob- 
bins,  Ku^les,  Sanfon),  Seymour,  Silsbce,  Smith,  of  5-  C. 
Thomas,  Willey.— 34. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  to  ibo 
6tb  and  7th  rules,  proposed  bv  Mr.  FOOT,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  by  Mr.  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  a  division  ofthc  amendment,  ami 
that  the  question  on  striking  out  be  fir..t  talceii- 

Mr.  COBBsug^esited  that  the  gentleman's  otjjert  w  ot'Id 
be  attained  by  moving  to  amend  the  air.cn.lmcn',  by  strik 
infc  out  a  certain  portion  of  it. 

Before  the  division  proposed  by  Mr.IIOTVAX  took  place, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  moved  an  adjournment. 


>Ir.  SMITH,  uf  South  Carolina,  mored  an  adjournment 

which  was  not  agreed  (o  ;  and  llie  question  being  talcen, 
the  first  section  was  adopted,  by  the  followin^r  vote  : 

YE.VS — Messrs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Uickeraon, 
Eaton,  Kllia,  I.'i'.rrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston  of  Loiiisiana,  Kane,  King,  McKintey,  McLane, 
Macou,  Noble,  Parria,  Kiilgely,  Kou-an,  Smith  of  MaiT- 
land.  Smith  of  South  Carolina,' Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler* 
Van  Bureit,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 28. 

KAYS— McSM-s.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Belt,  Boa- 
ligny,  Clijimbers,  Chase,  Foot,  Knight,  Marks,  Hobbini^ 
HuRirli's,  Sanfiird,  Scymniir,  Silsbee,  Willcy — 16. 

.Mr.  ItOW.^N  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  se- 
cond section  offered  by  him  ;  his  call  being  auatainedj the 
amendment  was  rejecte<l,  by  the  following  vote : 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Benton,  Cohb,  Eaton,  Elli^  flarrison, 
HrmlncWji,  Jo!uisrm  of  Kentuckv,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King',  McKiidev,  Macon,  Ridp-elv,  Howan.  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  T:ui.  v.  (11,  Tykr,  Wliite,  Woodbury— IS. 

NAY.'i— Mt  ssrs.  llarnartl,  Itartcn,  Bateman,  Bt-II,  Bou- 
lipny,  ChnmhcTs,  ChantJlL-r,  Cliase,  Dickerson,  Foot,Kane, 
Knijjht,  >!cljii5c,  Maifcs,  Noble,  I'arris,  Bobbins,  Hug- 
glcs,  Sanfonl,  Sej  monr,  SiLbee,  Smith  of  MarylatHl.ThO' 
mas.  Van  Bnren,  WilL  v,  Williams— 26. 

Mr.  ^VIIITE  moved  io  amend  the  b^ll,  by  striking  out 
The  wokU  "  Suprt-me  Comt,"  and  inserting,  in  tbe^ 
tti.';ij,"  the  Ivj,!]'  fit  Ccnrt  oforlglnal  jjcntml  jurisdiction.'* 
y.r.  CHAMH.riiiiifiiiired  (he  object  of  this  alteration. 
Mr.  U'lfiTK  said,  tliat,  in  some  of  the  States,  there 


WznussDAT,  Febrdabt  13, 1808. 
PROCESS  IN  COURTS  OF  THE  U.  S  TATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UOWAN,  the  Senate  went  into  cyn- 
•ideration  of  the  bill  to  regidate  Processi-s  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States  admitted  into  the  L'liiori  since  the 
29th  September,  1789. 

[This  bill  establ'shes  the  modes  of  proceeding  in  suits 
inlhe  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  those  States  a.bi:it-  j  ^^'crc  no  Supreme  Courts  :  theref(>rr,  if  this  change 
ted  into  the  Union  since  the  year  ir&9— in  thoKc  of  Co;n- 1  not  made,  there  would  be  no  Courts,  to  the  rules  of 
inon  Law  the  same  aain  the  Supreme  Courts  ol'xUv  s;iit,e  {  \*'!i!ch  those  (.f  the  Circuit  Courts  c«nild  be  assimilated. 
State — in  proceedings  of  Equity  according;  lo  tl>e  priiiL-.-  ;  1'iie  nmeiKlmcnt  would  make  the  bill  applicable  to  the 
pies,  rules,  and  usages,  of  the  Courts  of  Eq^ili  y  i.ftlic  sjiiil   coikI;!  on  «>(  alt. 

States — and,  in  those  of  Ailniiraity  and  MLir  ',tl;n,-  Juri^-  ;     Tlie  anu  ndTrci:!  was  then  sprccd  to,  and  the  bill  wa* 
diction,  accorvling  to  the  rules  and  usages  of  Coiiils  »if  <jr;!crcd  to  be  eiijjrossed  for  a  tlurd  rca<)ing. 
Admiraltv,  as  contradistinguished  fiom  Cuuris  of  Com- 1  i>/\ivx-t*q  r\ir  imh'  n*^*'  utTVdtnwik-x 

mon  Law,  except  so  far  as  may  have  been  olheriv;..  pro.  IO»i.I.S  Ol  IHl.  MCK  PKbSIUENl. 

vitled  for  by  acts  of  Congres:>,  and  suiijcct  ti>  rich  allera- !  The  Senate  resumed  the  conSderatinn  of  the  report  of 
tlons  and  additions  as  the  Courts  vf  thi;  I'liiti-d  ^^tates  '  t'>c  select  committee  on  the  rules  ofthc  Senate  i  the  mo- 
m.iy  think  expedient,  or  to  such  regulations  as  th;  Su-  ■  tO'>  of  Mr.  I'OOT  still  pending— 

pre'me  Court  of  the  United  States  sliidlfrom  time  lo  lime  i  Mr.  JOHNSTO.V,  of  Lon  siana,  said  he  uas  in  favor  of 
prescribe.]  i  the  anicmlinciit  wliic!!  conft-Ted  tlie  power  of  preserving 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  to  strike  cut  all  tha  |  or.Ur  0:1  the  prcsidii.s;  oOiccr  ol"  the  House,  because  ho 
bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  fimt  section,  1  believed  oiiler  e.sscnl.al  to  a  deliberative  assemblv  t  am), 
similar  to  tlic  first  portion  of  the  ori^nal  hill,  and  a  se- 1  ^  the  exercise  c-f  tlit*  power  had  been  decltned,  it  became 
cond  seotion,  in  the  following  word.i  i  *'  That  si»  much  of  j  "eces,sary  to  invest  the  Chair  with  a  power  without  which 
*'  any  act  of  Congress  as  authorises  the  Coui-ls  of  llie  j  his  duties  under  the  Conctitiition  cotiM  not  he  performed, 
*'  United  States,  or  the  Supreme  Court  thercor,  at  their  |  ii'^r  the  order  of  the  Senate  preserved.  Tiie  power  must 
"  discretion,  to  add  or  jncwify  any  ofthc  mlrs,  forms,  I  be  vested  soiin-where.  l!  peitaimd  he  thought  of  right,  to 
"  modes,  and  usages,  r.foresaid,  of  the  forum  olWiiis  of ! 'he  presiding  i.lTiCer.  ItwaMa  power  usu^Ky  exercised 
*' execution,  and  other  process,  extjcpt  their  style,  sliidl  I  by  those  wh-i  presided  "ver  thu  deliberations  of  publio 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed ;"  u-as  tliu  q>ics-  bodies,  and  it  cnnid  not  be  cxcicised  4ri:h  cffccL  by  any 


tion  before  the  Senate. 

On  this  amendment  a  Debate  arose,  which  continued 
until  a  latehour,in  which  Messrs  M'KINLEY,SANI'OUI>, 
TAZEWELL,  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  BIlltCir.N, 
VAN  BUBENj  KANE,  M'LANE,  and  ItOWAN,  parti- 
cipated. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called,  by  Mr.S.\M'0:i:>, 


other.  It  wi'S  clear,  froiu  e^peIience,  lliat  the  power  <^ 
call'.ng  lo  (.riler  «  oiil.i  not,  in  extraordlnjiry  cases,  be  ex- 
4;rcised  by  nicn.btrs.  The  pcrt-on  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion ot  the  I!ouse,  who  was  tlic  objeet  of  personal  un:mad* 
ver.-ion,  uoul.l  not  cTiim  the  iiiteriereuce  of  the  Il-iuse, 
bteausc  he  is  c;;  the  floor  to  defend  hiuisi  lf.  His  friend* 
will  r.ol,  becaufii-,  M^cing  ti.e  iiijury  already  ir.Rictcd.tliev 


on  the  question  of  sttiking  out  the  original  bill,  and  was  I  piefer  the  rigii:  of  icp^-lhiig  the  attack.  The  frienifg 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote :  '  °^      assailant  will  ii.>i,  seeing  the  paiiy  is  present  cither 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  to  stop  it  by  appealing  to  the  Cha  r,  or  by  exercising  tho 
Eatqn,  'EUia,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Johnston  I  iigl>t  of  scll'di  IVnce.  The  party  excited  bythesenseof 
of  Louimano,  Kiog,  McKinley,  McLane,  I'arrls.  If.d^ely,  '•■'^  iijnry,  assnilj  his  a'Uerii:iry  in  n.lurn,  retorts,  rritni- 
Rowan,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewel',  Tjler,  natc-s  r.;ul  ir.suh.i.    "I  hc  party  rejoins,  and  a  srcue  dis- 

Buren,  White,  Williams,  Woidbuiy— 2'A 

NAVS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bt^ll,  Bon- 
liffny*  Chambers,  Chase,  Foot,  Hcndncka,  Kane,  Knight, 
Ibrki^  Noble,  Robbins,  Utt^Ies,  Sauford,  Seymour,  i^iU' 
bee.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Willey— 21. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  first  section  moved 
hy  Mr.  ROWAN.  Mr.  JOHNSON  liaving  caUed  for  the 
yeas  and  nays— 


gr.iceiol  to  t;,c  a:ti;rs,  to  tfie  Senate,  and  to  the  coiintrv, 
e:is;ies.  Wh;  rj  can  ii  end,  b;it  in  blow  s  on  the  Roor,  or 
in  an  nppe;d  to  the  field  Of  boner It  being  considered 
the  duty  of  all  to  call  to  order,  it  is  the  particular  duty  of 
no  one— and  110  one  will  take  upon  himself  to  do  what 
cqiiajly  bclon^,'s  lo  every  other  member  to  do  :  the  inter- 
position would  he  deen.cd  at  least  uRJcioiis,  anri  perhaps 
by  both  parties ;  and  wliat  becomes  of  4he  busiiirs*.  the 
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Older,  peace,  snd  dimity,  of  the  Senate  >  But,  if  the 
power  U  conferretl  on  ilie  Chair,  it  becoines  hi^  peculiar 
iloty,  under  his  responsibility,  to  esercisc  it  promptly  and 
Snnljr.  In  the  Senate  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  re- 
fpmuibility  lost  by  difTiision  :  it  becomes  u  mere  right, 
without  imposing  any  ubiigation  or  duty,  and  Jhere  will 
be  no  remedy  for  tlie  confusion  an  I  diaoi-dcr  which  per- 
tonil  quarrels  may  introdcce  into  this  pbce. 

This  much  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of 
conferrinji- the  power.  IJut  the  power  to  preside  over 
the  body  is  derived  from  the  Constitution.  The  power 
of  presiding*  presupposes  certain  duties  inherent  to  the 
officer,  and  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  confer  the  right. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtue  of  Iiis  office,  to  sit  in  the  Sd 
natc  ;  to  superintend  its  proceedings  i  to  preside  over  Us 
deliberations  ,-  to  ptit  all  questions  ;  to  administer  oaths  ; 
lo  judge  of  the  violations  iifihe  rules,  and  to  enforce  them, 
and  to  do  evcrj"  other  thing  which  belongs  to  the  ofiice. 
'J'he  Senate  h.ive  liic  t',^\A  to  [trcscribc  rules;  but  he  is 
the  executive  officer  here,  |lc.ha<!  a  general  duty  of  pre- 
Kding  over  the  body  according  to  the  custom  of  'such  bo- 
dies. The  Senate  may  pivscribe  rules  to  extend,  or  limit, 
or  explain  his  general  ihilies. 

The  rigbt  top;Tform  the  duties  which  belong  to  llie  of- 
fice, is  a  riglirinliercnt  in  the  officer,  not  expressed  in 
wvirds,  nor  are  the  duties  susceptible  of  enumeration. 
That  without  which  the  office  cannot  be,  i*  an  essential 
part  of  its  nature,  urA  is  inlierctit  in  tlie  thing,  as  the 
quality  is  inherent  ia  m.itkr.  The  right  to  preside  is  ex- 
pressly conferred  by  the  ofHce  t  b"t  the  ri^it  to  enter 
Senate,  and  to  be  [^resent  at  its  deliberaliona,  which 
onnot  be  questioned,  ii  inherent,  not  expressed  :  it  is 
implied,  because  it  U  essctiiial  to  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  without  which  the  office  could 
not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when  there,  what  pertains  to 
his  office  is  also  iiditrcnt,  and  there  can  be  nt>  ioubt  of 
his  right  to  dw  (he  duties  that  belong  to  the  office.  What 
those  duties  are,  must  be  derivetl  fi-om  the  nattire  of  the 
office,  and  the  general  un  krslar.d'.ng  and  usage. 

The  Coj-.&titution  cr.;jtei  ihc  \'icc  President,  cx  officlo, 
'^President  of  the  Scniilc."  The  right  and  duty  of  pre- 
liding  in  that  body  \s  inferred  from  the  words  which  cre- 
ate that  oiScc.  The  act  cf  presiding  over  a  body  u  hose 
du*T  it  is  to  dt-libtratc,  to  <itba!o,  and  to  iVcidc  oh  qucs- 
titi:w  of  greatest  ii.ti.rcst.  k-g'.siativc,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial, requires  that  the  bod\  .should  be  kept  tree  from  in- 
terruption, confusion,  and  disorder.  It  requites  tliat 
«■■!«,  in  id  strict  p.i:l',amcn!:iTy  s,;nse,  sliould  be  main- 
tained. It  is  the  rifflit  of  proteeling  :uul  preserving  tlie 
Laly  itself.  Il  is.  a  rijiflit  without  wliicli  the  ixgidar action 
of  the  bpdy  could  not  be  carried  on.  To  whom  does  this 
duty  belong  ?  to  the  prcyuhng  officer,  or  the  collective 
body,  or  (he  mt-'mbers  ?  V»"hat  was  in  contemplation  of 
those  who  created  the  «>fHce  ?  U'h;it  is  the  general  ac- 
ceptation ?  What  is  the  thity  of  all  tlio.sc  who,  under 
whatever  name,  arc  csllt-d  to  presiilc  over  public  bodies? 
Oriler  is  tlic  first  lav;  *  \'  evciy  body,  and  he  who  presides 
must  preserve  it :  sdch  is  the  universal  uiidcr3tanding.sn{1 
usage  with  regard  lo  it. 

The  Coistitutinn  hiis  provideil  that,  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uuited  Statv:s  tried  on  impeachment  before 
die  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  fireside.  What  rights 
•nd  duties  does  this  impose?  Certainly  it  constitutes  bim 
the  head  of  the  Court,  though  not  a  member.  He  pre- 
•iJcs  over  the  Senate,  conducts  the  trial,  prcsc^^■es  order, 
>nd  (Iocs  all  other  acts  necessarj-  to  fullil  the  duty.  On 
iSie  trial  ofa  Judge,  that  office  would  <li;volve  on  the  •Pre- 
•iilent  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  like  ranner,  w  ould  conduct 
the  trial,  ppeservi;  order,  intcrrog:Ue  witnesses,  take  the 
opiibonof  the  Senate,  and  do  all  other  acts  pertaining  to 
tlie  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  of  which  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chaw  furniabea  an  example.  In  libc  manner,  the 
Ptcudent  of  the  Senate  must  preside  in  all  legislative 


proceedings.  There  is  equal  authority  and  necessity  for. 
both;  and  no  sensible  distinction  can  be  taken.  In  both 
cases  it  implies  the  same  duties.  The  Chief  Justice  would, 
under  the  right  to  "  preside,"  exercise  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order,  by  a  right  universally  conceded  as  indispen- 
sable lo  bis  duty,  not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  vir- 
tue of  any  rule,  but  as  a  necessary  incident.  I'he  Pren- 
dent  nf'the  Senate,  in  similar  circumstances,  would  have 
the  right  to  exercise  the  same  privileges  j  and  uie  right 
to  preside  in  all  other  cases  implies  the  use  of  the  same 
means ;  and  such  has  been  the  uniform  practice  in  the  Se- 
nate from  the  beginning — a  power  never  doubted  by  the 
presiding  officer — never  questioned  by  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  cannot  be  organized,  or  hold  its  sessions,  until  th« 
President  of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  some  one  inhii 
place.  Hc^dministen  the  oatli  to  Uic  other  members)  he 
puts  all  questions  ;  but  there  is  no  law  or  rule  of  the 
Senate  for  tliis.  It  is  purely  by  virtue  of  his  office,  call  that 
power  what  you  will. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  when  he  came  to  be  President  of  the 
Senate,  had  a  just  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  dutiea 
of  the  place.  I  le  saw  that  they  did  not  consist  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  few  and  simple  rides  of  the  Senate,  but  that 
it  required  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary law,  practice,  and  usage.  He  therefore  prepar- 
ed a  work  from  tlic  best  authority,  for  his  own  govern- 
ment {  and,  in  the  preface,  he  explains  his  views,  fhim 
which  I  rc.nd  the  following: 

"The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  establishing  a 
legislature  for  tlie  Union,  under  certam  foims,  authotixes 
eacl)  brancli  of  it  lo  determine  the  rules  of  its  ovn  pro- 
ceedings. The  Senile  have  accordingly  formed  some 
rules  for  its  own  government,  but  ttiose  going  only  to  a 
few  cases,  they  have  referred  to  their  President,  without 
debate,  and  without  appeal,  all  questions  of  order  arising 
either  under  their  ott  n  udes,  or  when  they  have  provid- 
ed none.  I'his  places  under  the  discrLtiou  of  the  Presi- 
dent a  verj'  extensive  field  of  decision,  and  one  wbicb^ 
irregularly  exercised,  would  have  a  powerful  effect  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  House."  "The  President  must  feel 
weightily  and  seriously  this  confidence  in  his  discretion, 
and  the  necessity  of  rL-curriug,  for  its  government,  "to  some 
known  piles,"  5ic.  "1  have  beguuu  sketch, which  those 
who  come  after  mc  will  successively  fill  up  and  correct, 
till  a  code  of  laws  shall  be  furmcd  fur  the  use  of  the  Se- 
nate, the  effects  uf  which  may  be  accuracy  in  businesi^ 
economy  of  time,  oiilcr,  unilormiiy,  and  impartiality.** 
He  quotes  from  Ilatsel — "  That  it  is  \ cry  material  lliat 
order,  decency,  and  regularity,  be  pre^ei'ved  in  a  diyni* 
fied  body." 

I  read  this  to  show  the  sense  in  which  Mr.  JefTt-rsoa 
undcrstoml  the  duties  of  the  niace.  This  manual  of  Ur. 
JcfTerson  was  never  adopted  oy  tho  Senate.  It  isa  book 
con%'enient  for  reference  to  the  presiding  officer,  in  de- 
ciding the  daily  questions  of  onlcr  that  are  submitted  Iq 
his  discretion,  in  which  he  6nds  the  nilcs  which  have  beeo 
uniformly  acted  on  in  this  body.  The  Lex  I'arliamenta- 
ria  is  evidence  of  the  usage  of  parliaments,  and  ia  con- 
sulted as  a  safe  guide,  perhaps  the  best  on  all  question* 
of  order'  and  on  all  subjects  on  which  it  treats  ;  and,  al- 
though not  binding  on  tlie  President  of  tiie  Senate,  is  of 
high  authority,  and,  like  the  writings  of  enliglitened  men 
on  every  subject,  entitled  to  great  respect. 

The  Senate,  with  this  knowledge  of  the  powers  oftbfl 
presiding  officer,  and  with  the  practice  of  Congresi  be- 
fore tlicm,  declare  "  that  eveiy  question  of  order  shall  be 
decided  by  the  President,"  and  "when  a  member  shall  be 
called  to  order,  iic  shall  sit  down  until  the  President  ^lall 
have  determined  whether  he  is  in  order  or  m^"  Of  tb« 
jurisdiction  of  all  qucstiouB  of  order  there  is  no  doub^ 
and  if  there  was,  here  it  is  expressly  delegated.  But  who 
has  the  right  to  call  the  members  to  order  ?  Certainly  the 
President,  or  the  nile  would  hare  said,  "  vhen  called  to 
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lorder"  by  a  member:  the  omission  of  these  words  ren- 
ders it  clear  that  the  member  was  not  intended.  Besides, 
the  power  to  make  rules  is  a  collective  power  in  the  Se- 
nate, and  if  a  single  member  has  any  rij^lit  to  call  to  or- 
der, it  is  in  virtue  of  no  express  authority,  but  a  rig'ht  in- 
cidental to  his  place,  and  no  better  right  than  that  of  the 
t>re3idcnt,  and  at  most  only  concurrent.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  expren  in  the  rule  who  should  exercise  the 
>ightofcaIling  to  order  (  that  belonged  of  right,  a<cord- 
ing*  to  the  general  understanding',  to  the  officer  charged 
to  preside  over  the  body,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  negative 
■words  could  have  taken  it  away. 

But  it  is  said,  can  the  President  assume  the  high  power 
of  calling  a  Hcprcsentative  of  a  sovereign  State  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate  ?  Why  not  ?  The  Vice  Pre- 
sident is  elected  by  all  the  States— the  second  officer  of 
the  Government :  he  is  the  head  of  this  body,  and  presides 
over  it.  But  if  he  cannot  call  to  onler,  how  shall  a  Se- 
nator, who  is  only  equal  to  the  other  members  } 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  this  is  a  most  dangerous 
power  to  confer  on  the  President  of  the  Senate.  Tliat  i  t 
involves  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  the  most  sacred  pri- 
vilege of  the  members,  8ic.  The  right  to  call  to  order  is 
a  mere  nominal  privilege.  It  is  the  power  you  have  al- 
ready, by  your  rules,  conferred  on  the  President,  of  de- 
ciding on  the  question  of  order,  when  made,  that  is  dan- 
gerous, under  which  he  may  restrain  the  freedom  of 
debate.  But  there  is  no  danger  any  where.  The  liberty 
of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  debate  are  perfectly  luidcr- 
stood.  They  are  almost  without  limit.  The  utmost  lati- 
tude of  remark  and  animadversion,  with  regard  to  the 
principle,  measures,  and  motives,*  of  thoso  in  power,  is 
allowed.  There  is  no  limit  but  the  sense  of  decency  and 
propriety.  Wtiat  violates  the  order  of  the  body,  and  in- 
fringes ilie  rights  of  the  members,  is  equally  well  known. 

I  am  no  advocate  for  abridging  the  freedom  of  debate. 
I  know  it  is  essential  to  our  free  institutions.  There  can 
be  no  free  Government  long  without  it.  We  may  say 
what  we  please  of  public  men  and  public  measures  i  thej' 
are  not  under  the  protection  of  the  Senate.  It  is  our  duty 
to  speak  of  abuses,  and  it  is  their  chief  security  that  we  do 
bring  every  thing  to  tlic  light  of  day.  Suspicions  and 
surmises  of  abuse  in  the  Administration,  are  infinitely 
more  dangei-oos  and  more  dreaded  by  men  in  pow  er, 
than  open  charges  manfully  preferred,  which  fives  them 
the  opportunity  of  defending  themselves,  and  vindicating 
their  conduct.  Besides,  it  has  a  most  salutary  effect ;  it 
keeps  both  parties  on  the  watch,  and  the  public  are  saft. 
ft  ia  when  members  impugn  each  others*  motives,  and  di- 
KCt  personal  abuse  agamst  each  other  ;  it  is  when  decen- 
cy and  deconim  and  order  are  violated,  that  he  must  in- 
terpose his  authoi-ity.  In  this  he  must  exercise  a  wise 
ttnd  BOnnd  discretion,  enliglitened  by  the  best  usages  on 
the  subject  t  for  what  is  order,  cannot  bo  defined  by  apt 
ftnd  precise  words. 

Tne  power  of  eairmg  to  order  confers  no  poAver  that 
can  be  abtraed.  It  is  merely  conservative  and  ministerial. 
The  power  to  ptinish  belongs,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
the  body  itself ;  and  if  the  presiding  officer  shoi\^d  gross- 
ly violate  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  members,  if  he 
should  infringe  the  freedom  of  debate,  there  is  a  remedy 
here. 

But  I  have  no  snch  fears.  The  Prendent  would  act 
under  a  high  sense  of  duty,  in  the  presence  of  the  <ienate 
and  before  the  country.  Me  presides  over  the  body,  and 
looks  down  with  ctdm  and  settled  dignity  on  the  scene 
below.  He  does  not  mingle  in  the  deliate,  nor  catch  titc 
pasnona  engendered  in  tlie  conflict.  He  feels  that  iie  is 
the  umpire  here  }  although  he  may  be  at  the  head  of  a 
|iarty  contending  on  the  floor  ;  he  throws  off  the  parti- 
san to  preside,  under  the  obligations  of  his  duty,  and  the 
sanctions  of  lusoath,  with  every  motive  ofambitionto  do 
HimputiaHy.  TojltwI  himself  ctf  that  place  to  serve 


the  purposes  of  a  party,  either  by  overdoing  his  duty,  or 
refusing  to  do  it,  would  be  fotal  to  lum  and  lus  {lar^.  Wc 
ever^  day  trust  our  property  and  lives  to  the  'Ootats  of 
Justice  ;  and,  although  they  arc  composed  of  men  con- 
nected with  the  political  parties  of  the  countiy,  they  do 
not  carry  tlieir  politics  to  the  bench.  Almost  every  emi- 
nent man  has  had  his  feelings  enlisted,  and  perhaps  hla 
political  fortunes  identified,  with  one  of  the  great  parties 
that  hare  divided  and  agitated  the  countiy ;  many  of 
them  owe  their  elevation  to  tlie  influence  of  the  party  to 
which  they  belonged.  But  I  have  never  heard  that  in 
any  case,  between  individuals,  in  the  most  violent  timet, 
that  the  ermine  liud  been  sullied  by  political  passiona. 
And  if,  in  a  few  cases,  in  public  prosecutions,  the  politi- 
cal feelings  of  the  Judges  have  led  them  into  error,  they 
stand  as  memorable  examples  of  the  judgment  that  avatts 
the  abuse  of  power. 

I  have  no  fear  of  any  m-in  who  reaches  that  place,  wlw 
must  be  in  general  a  lending  man  of  a  party.  'I'he  pubUe 
favor  which  carries  him  there,  the  hopes  it  cherishes^  the 
ambition  it  animates,  are  the  security  for  his  faithful  eoa- 
duct. 

We  are  told  tliat  such  is  the  courtesy  of  the  memben^ 
and  such  the  impressive  dignity  of  the  body,  that  no  rules 
arc  neces-iary  to  presen-e  order.  It  is  true  now  ;  bat 
this  calm  m.iy  l>c  deceitful.  \V£  have  ardent  hopes,  and 
strong  passions,  contending,  like  otlier  men  in  the  great 
struggle,  in  which  we  may  unexpectedly  find  ourselves^ 
in  spite  of  all  our  moderation  and  self  respect,  carried 
away  by  those  very  feelings  we  deprecate.  It  is  to  guard 
against  this,  that  1  desire  to  arm  the  Chair  with  a  power 
which,  by  timely  interposition,  will  prevent  tlie  occur- 
rence of  scenes  disgraceful  to  the  Senate  ;  and  now  is  tb« 
proper  time. 

The  gentl'-man  from  New  Vork  [Mr.  Vaji  Buaix]  has 
taken  a  distinction  where  there  is  no  difference,  and  a 
distinctiun  which  is  fatal  to  his  whole  argument. 

lie  says  the  President  has  a  right  to  call  to  order  ia 
eveiy  case,  except  for  words  spoken  '*  By  wliat  autho- 
rity can  lie  call  to  order  in  any  case  ?  There  is  no  rule 
that  gives  him  the  power.  It  must,  therefor^  be  bj 
some  right  inherent  in  the  office ;  which  dues  not  rcfluita 
the  action  of  the  Senate  to  bring  it  into  existence.  That 
ia  the  inherent  power  of  the  oflice  for  which  I  have  con- 
tended. Having  obtained  a  power  to  call  to  order,  how 
docs  he  limit  to  special  cases  ?  How  does  he  establidi  a 
criterion  between  words  spoken  and  conversatioi^  or  any 
other  noise  which  interrupts  the  House  }  There  is  m 
such  distinction  in  the  rules ;  there  is  no  such  in  nature  i 
there  is  none  in  Parliamentary  usage.  If  the  Bresidenl 
has  a  right  to  call 'to  order  in  any  case,  it  must  be  by  vii*- 
tuc  of  some  rule  of  the  Senate ;  or  it  is  incidental  to  bis 
office.  The  rules  do  not  confer  any  right  to  call  to  otxiar 
in  any  case.  They  were  framed,  evidently,  under  the 
idea,  that  that  power  belonged,  of  necessity,  to  the  pre- 
siding ofllicer.  If  he  €m  call  to  onler  in  any  case,  ii  de- 
volves on  them  to  show  the  authority  \  and  having  showa 
that,  they  must  show  tlie  distinction  to  be  fairly  taJieit, 
which  deprives  him  of  jurisdiction  over  any  disorder  cre- 
ated by  words  spoken. 

Let  us  examine  the  rules.  "  No  member  bhall  spaak  t» 
another,  or  otherwise  interrupt  the  business,"  kc.  But 
if  he  dues,  what  is  to  be  done  *  TIte  gentleman  says  be 
may  be  Called  to  order  by  the  Present,  altliough  the 
nde  is  silent,  and  confers  no  authority  on  him.  it  vUl 
be  said  he  has  the  right,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  exc* 
cute'the  rules  ;  and  is  not  that  right  inherent  ?  But  the 
7th  rule,  which  he  is  equally  bound  to  execute,  sayt— 
"  if  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken  and 
yet  in  litis  case,  precisely  idmiUr,  he  has  not,  agreeable 
to  the  distinction  of  tbe  ^ntleman  from  New  York,  a 
right  to  call  to  order.  It  is  a  discrimination  where  thm 
is  no  possible  difference.   If  he  has  any  pown  it  is  kibfr 
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rent  in  the  office  ;  it  is  not  in  tlie  rules  ;  ami  if  lie  can  call 
to  order,  it  embraces  all  cuses  of  order  ;  and  if  he  has 
the  right  to  execute  one  rule,  it  niust  be  to  execute  both 
nles. 

II  has  been  broadly  stated  in  the  debate,  that  there  are 
no  powers  inherest,  or  incidental  or  derivative  ;  that 
ttere  is  no  power  in  any  department  or  office  of  this  Go- 
venuneut  not  expressly  delegated.  Let  us  exatnme  the 
coneetnen  of  this  doctrine. 

Whence  comes  the  power  of  the  President  to  dismiss 
fmn  office  ?  That  is  not  delef^ted  in  the  Constitution. 
Tet  at  the  first  Cong^ress,  fresh  from  the  discussion  of  that 
iMtrument,  and  composed  of  members  who  had  taken  a 
ka£n^  part  in  its  adoption,  jealous  of  power  then,  as 
now,  It  was  determined,  upon  full  argument,  "that  the 
power  of  dismissal  belonged  to  the  President  alone  ;  and 
there  has  been  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  exercise  of 
the  power  ever  since.  This  was  not  a  grant  of  power  by 
Coi^reas.  The  words  implying  a  grant  were- stricken 
Mt  of  the  bin,  to  insert  words  to  recognise  the  power  in 
tiie  Preudcnt,  in  contradistinction  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  by  whom  the  officers  were  made.  It  is  a  high 
and  impoftant  power  t  it  is  a  transcendant  power.  In 
effect,  it  throws  the  whole  patronage  into  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  ;  it  gives  him  a  direct  control  over  the  ten- 
ore  of  office,  which,  in  every  instance,  is  held  at  liis  will, 
as  well  as  a  certain  influence  over  tlie  political  opinions 
ofUiosewho  fill  them.  This  power  is  liable  to  great 
abns^  and  may  become  a  tremendous  machine  in  the  po- 
Gtical  conflicts  of  the  country.  It  was,  for  political  rca- 
mia,  a  necessary  power  to  be  trusted  somewhere,  to  be 
promptly  exercised  when  the  public  service  re([uired  it. 
It  hu  been  foi^tten  or  omitted  in  the  Constitution.  The 
power  »  derived  as  a  necessary  incident  to  the  appoint- 
ng  power.  Yet,  in  every  view,  the  power  of  dismissal, 
ii  the  hands  of  the  President  coming  into  ofRce,  is  great, 
crtban  the  power  of  appointment  to  the  vacancies  that 
nay  arise  by  natural  causes. 

Again  :  The  President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  must  perform  many  duties  incident  to  that  station,  or 
inherent  m  that  office,  not  dtlegated  to  him  by  law  ;  such 
asconununicating  with  the  enemy  by  a  flag,  establishing 
a  cartel,  making  truce,  »gning  a  capitulation,  aurrender- 
iagthe  anny  and  public  property,  taking  pri\-ate  proper 
tfmt  public  use,  dictating  the  terms  on  which  the  enemy 
WKy  abandon  a  position,  or  surrender  t  and  every  other 
tUng  that  pertains  to  a  commander  by  the  custom  of  war  ; 
■id  these  incidental  powers  run  through  evei-y  grade. 

While  speaking  of  the  powers  incidental  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chie^  1  will  take  occasion  to  rercind  the  gen- 
tleinanfrom  Vii;|pma,  [Mr.  Ta^zbwxil,]  that  on  the  de- 
bate on  Executive  powers,  he  said  "  that  he  repeated, 
tba^  war  existing,  the  President  is  authorized  by  the 
Conalitution  to  send  a  Uinister  to  negociate  for  peace, 
apt  ander  his  general  po'*erof  appointment,  but  under 
Mispecial  autnori^  to  direct  the  operation  of  the  war." 
^Tbe  doctriue  of  implication  runs  throughout  the  Con- 
itibitioa>  the.  Supreme  Court  having  decided  many  ques- 
tiona  upon  this  [mnciple .   They  have,  for  example,'  said 
**theautboriQrto  carry  into  complete  effect  the  judg- 
inents  of  the  court  necessarily  results,  by  implication, 
from  the  power  to  ordain  and  establish  such  Courts.' 
A^o — "there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  umilar  to  the  articles  of  confederation, 
«tu^  exclude  inddentalor  implied  powers."  And  under 
the  power  **to  make  all  necessary  rules  for  the  orderly 
cowiucUng  "of  bunness  in  said  Courts,"  they  administer 
•atfi),  detirte  contempts  according  to  their  legal  discre- 
tion, extending  ronstrucdve  disrespect  to  their  authority 
to  cases  out  oftheir  presence,  and  even  to  publications  ; 
and  they  try  and  punish  the  offender.    Hie  authority 
ku  Mver  been  dented.   It  is  essential  to  the  Court : 


without  the  power  to  punish  contempt,  they  would  soon 
be  contemptible.  They  cannot  go  back  beyond  the  Con- 
stitution to  find  power  in  precedent,  any  more  than  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House  to  the  British  Parliament. 

The  gentlemen  have  expressed  great  sennbility  at  the 
use  of  the  word  inherent,  in  relation  to  power.  They 
appear  to  startle  at  its  introduction  in  the  debate,  and 

fironounce  it  monstrous  and  odious.  The  gentleman 
rom  Virginia  says,  "that  when  it  is  argued  that  inherent 
rights  mean  rights  not  apeci6cally  granted  by  the  Consti- 
tution, but  appertaining  to  their  supposed  possessors, 
viriute  officii,  merely,  tney  urge  no  new  doctrine,  but 
repeal  wliat  has  been  oflen  asserted  .in  many  different 
forms,  and  always  denied  when  it  has  been  asserted." 
Yet,  I  perfectly  remember  that  in  this  House,  on  a  debate 
upon  Executive  powers,  in  1826,  it  was  distuictly  stated, 
as  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  [Mr.  Tazswill,]  who 
I  now  understand  denies  the  doctrine  of  inherent  power, 
"  That  as  the  Constitution  has  expressly  declared  tlie 
Executive  powers  shall  be  vested  in  a  President,  thia 

Eower  of  appointment  to  office  would  have  necessarily 
elonged  to  him,  as  an  incident  of  the  general  Execiitirtt 
authority,  wUh  which  he  was  thus  olouicd  i  but  for  the 
other  provision,  by  which  the  advice  and  consent  is  made 
necessary,  to  give  effect  to  this  power,"  and  that  this 
latter  clause  merely  operates  as  a  limitation  :  and  "  but 
for  tliis  clause,  the  wliole  power  would  have  been  liia." 
Here  the  whole  power  of  appointment,  with  all  its  pat- 
ronage, would  have  been  incident  to  the  Executive,  with- 
out any  delej^ation  of  this  power  by  the  Constitution,  and 
CDnsequently  would  be  inherent  in  the  office  of  Preuaent. 
Was  not  that  an  express  admission,  that  there  arc  neces- 
sarily incidental  and  inherent  powers  ?  But  the  same 
Constitution  has  created  a  Vice  President,  '*  wlio  shall 
be  Pre^dcnt  of  the  Senate,"  that  is,  to  presvle  in  the  Se- 
nate. Are  there  not  likewise  appropriate  powers  inci- 
dental to  his  office,  without  which  he  could  not  carry  it 
into  effect,  and  which  the  Constitution  has  not  expressly 
delegated  ?  If  the  power  of  appointment  and  dismissal 
from  office,  are  both  inherent  in  the  Executive  office, 
why  was  not  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the  Senate, 
over  which  the  Vice  President  must  preside,  inherent  in 
his  office  } 

The  gentleman  also  said,  '*  that  the  place  of  Secretary 
to  a  Mission  had  always  existed,  and  been  annexed  to 
every  Mission,  as  an  incident  as  necessary  to  the  legation 
as  its  cipher  or  paper."  .The  President,  without  any  au-  ' 
thority  of  law,  appointed  a  Sccretiuy  of  Legation,  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  to  a  mission.  The  power  to  ap- 
point wan  as  inherent  in  his  office,  as  the  ofnce  Was  inci- 
dent to  the  misnon. 

I  refer  lo  this  opinion,  because  I  believe  it  is  the  trufr 
construction  of  the  Constitution — because  it  shows  that 
the  doctrine  of  inherent  power  is  not  now  broached  for 
the  first  time  tu  apply  to  a  particular  case,  and  because  I 
th-qk  it  at  variance  witlj  the  principles  which  have  been 
urged  in  this  debate. 

What  is  that  sovereign,  undefined,but  unlimited  power, 
which  the  Prendent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent' 
of  the  Senate,  exercises  under  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, which  are  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land  ?  Under 
which  he  regulates  commerce,  a  power  expressly  dele- 
gated to  Congress ;  under  which  he  makes  peace,  an  in- 
cident  to  the  war  power ;  under  which  he  extinguishes 
the  claims  of  indemnity  of  our  citizens  upon  foreign  Go- 
vernments ;  ander  which  he  can  establisli  the  boundaries 
of  the  country,  surrender  titles  to  territory,  acquire  im- 
mense domains  of  land,  and  stipulate  for  the  payment  of 
the  monev.?  These  powers  are  no  where  delegated  to 
the  Presitlent  by  the  Constitution.  The  power  is  con- 
tained in  a  general  delegation  to  make  treaties.  The 
power  to  make  treaties  would  be  incomplete  and  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  if  wo 
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i!A  not^  by  comtnietlon  or  imi>lication,  ascertain  the 
meaning  ami  extent  of  the  grant. 

"Congress  have  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
tiostroaus."  There  Is  no  express  power  to  carry  (he 
mul ;  but  it  b  clearly  implied,  as  the  end  for  whicli  the 
|H>*er  wu  granted. 

The  pover  to  declare  war  includes  the  power  to  maVe 
and  carry  on  war  ;  it  confers  the  use  of  the  usual  means, 
and  eames  with  it  all  the  incidents  circumstances,  and 
eustonu  of  war,  and  embraces  the  military  academy,  tor- 
tificationa,  and  the  whole  system  of  defence. 

Durin?  the  present  discussion,  principles  hare  been 
adranced  and  doctrines  asserted,  whose  influence  go  be- 
yond the  importance  of  the  present  queslion.  Tiiey  go 
to  the  foundation  ofthe  Government,  to  impair,  if  not  to 
deatroy,  the  beneficial  powers  of  Congress,  and  to  annul, 
•S  unconstitutional,  many  important  acts  of  legislation. 

It  baa  been  asserted  that  there  are  no  powers  not  ex- 

Iiresaly  delegated  ;  and  the  frreat  question  which  has  so 
ong  divided  the  politicians  of  the  country,  and  which  has 
been  so  often  decided  here,  has  been  renewed  in  its  fuU- 
•■t  extent. 

There  is  a  principle  which  has  its  foundation  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  anil  is  of  the  essence  of  all  power— .md 
above  all  law — and  that  is,  the  use  of  necessary  means  to 
an  end  :  the  right  to  cmplny  the  means,  without  which 
the  power  could  not  be.  Tliis  power  is  necessarily  im- 
plied in  every  grant.  But  it  ta  not  necessaiy  to  invoke 
this  in  regard  to  our  Constitution. 

Congress  have  a  few  general  powers  specifically  set 
forth— and,  therefore,  expressly  delegated.  They  are 
the  great  objects  for  which  the  General  Government  was 
initituted.  The  power  is  limited  to  a  few  subjects  of  na- 
tional concern,  to  which  the  means  of  the  seveial  States 
were  inadequate — upon  which  the  common  defence  and 
general  prosperity  of  all  depend.  In  confiding  these 
great  interests  to  this  Government,  the  Convention  de- 
aigned  to  nve  them  plenary  power  to  cany  into  eiTect 
the  end  of  its  institution.  These  necessary  means  are 
implied  in  every  general  delegation  of  power,  as  amply 
u  if  they  had  bean,  or  could  be,  speciBcally  enumerated. 
Any  other  principle  involves  us  in  two  absurdities,  the 
power  to  do  a  thing  without  the  means,  nnd  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  use  of  means,  not  expressly  dclcg".tted,  which 
an  so  various  and  infinite,  as  to  defy  the  possibility  of  be- 
ing specifically  delegated.  T!ie  effect  of  such  a  princi- 
ple would  be  to  stop  the  operation  of  the  Government. 

In  consequence  of  the  imperative  necessity  of  tins  prin- 
ciple, the  Constitution  delegatec^to  Congress  "thcpow 
er  to  make  al!  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  in- 
to effect  the  general  powers  of  Congress,"  and  other 
powers  vested  in  the  Govemineiit,  or  any  department 
thereof."  This  power  would  have  been  implied,  if  it 
had  not  been  expressly  granted,  because  they  could  do 
no  act  without  it.  .  Hiis  latter  clause  is  a  general  and  ex- 
press delegation  of  all  necessary  aiid  proper  power,  Ad 
AS  unlimited  as  the  means  to  be  employed  are  various  and 
fofinite.  In  this  sense,  I  understand  the  power  is  express- 
ly delegated,  hut  alt  that  Congress  may  do  to  carry  on 
this  Government,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  specifically  and 
exprcashr  enumerated  and  set  fortli.  These  principles 
are  too  nmiliar  to  require  illustration. 

Congress  have  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes — dutt^s 
and  impost— under  which  they  determine  the  quantum 
of  taxes,  on  what  articles,  fitc-  &c.  which  has  given  Uiem 
a  direct  control  over  the  whole  labor  of  the  country,  and 
under  which  is  established,  not  only  the  whole  Custom 
House  system,  with  all  its  incidents,  but  an  immense  cor 
poration  for  banking.  There  is  no  power  to  create  corpo- 
nuions,  or  cytabUul  banks.  It  is,  itself,  a  high  act  of 
■orerdgnty.  I  shall  be  told  that  this  is  tt  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  ft  lias  been  considered  by  Congress,  at  two 
diatant  periods^  upon  full  argument,  as  a  necessary  and 


proper  means  for  collecting  the  revenue.  It  has  received 
the  Kxecutivc  sanction  under  two  Administrations,  and 
the  confirmation  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

What  an  extensive  jurisdiction  have  we  acquired  under 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  ? 

1  might  JTO  over  every  power — but  I  will  not. 

In  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  on  Congress,  they  are 
bound  to  select  the  best  means,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise 
tiiscretion,  to  adopt  those  that  are  necessary  and  proper. 
What  arc  necessary  nnd  proper  means,  can  be  referred  to 
no  human  standard — they  rest  on  the  judgment  and  wis- 
dom of  those  whose  duly  it  is  to  prescribe  them-  Sup- 
pose it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  defend  the  country- 
one  recommends  a  navy,  :inolI)t.T  says  it  is  too  expensive. 
One  proposes  a  standing  army,  but  tliat  is  thoi^t  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  public  libeily.  One  relics  on  the  mili- 
tia as  the  cheap  and  safe  defence  of  the  country — -it  is  ob- 
jected that  they  are  only  for  the  first  moments  of  wai>— 
One  thinks  fortificaliona  essential — another  believt-s  they 
are  very  ex^jcnsivc  and  useles.s.  — Many  believe  thai  all 
these  are  proper  means;  and  Congress,  in  their  discre- 
tion, adopt  a  system  out  of  all  these.  Who  can  deter- 
mine that  they  are  not  necessrir\-  antl  proper  means,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  the  end  ?  I  can  sec  no  limit  to 
this  discretion,  but  the  wisdom  of  both  Ilotues  of  Con- 
gress— the  integrity  that  l>in;ls  the  Uepresentative  to  his 
country— the  supeivising  power  ofthe  President,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Go'u  t ;  and  in  the  great  su- 
pervising and  eontroliing  power  cf  public  opinion.  Tho 
gentleman  behind  me  says  this  is  a  dangerous  doctrine. 
Dangerous  to  whom  ?  To  tlils  ccrintry,  where  this 
principle  has  been  acted  on  from  the  foundation  iof  tlie 
Government 

Dangerous  !  If  they  are  erroneous  the  people  will  find 
it'out.  The  danger,  if  any,  is  nut  in  throwjng  out  the 
opinions,  but  iii  concealing  them,  while  you  act  on  them, 
without  avowing  ihem.  If  there  is  danger  in  tlie  doc- 
trines, the  danger  is  in  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  practiceof  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  who  are  we  *  The  citizens  of  those  States 
whose  nghts  arc  said  to  be  in  danger,  and  upon  which 
this  Government  would  make  dangerous  encroachments : 
we,  whose  property  and  interests,  whose  families  and 
friends,  are  in  tliose  Slates  i  we,  the  Keprescnlativcs  (rf" 
those  States,  where  .ill  that  is  cblimable  in  life,  all  that  ia 
assocrated  with  our  happiness,  or  dear  in  our  remem- 
brance t  where  all  our  affections  arc  centred,  and  to  wbicEt 
we  must  all  soon  return,  to  render  our  account  i  that  «e* 
sent  to  protect  them,  should  have  the  folly  to  utter  dan- 
gerous dncti-ines,  and  tlie  madness  to  combine  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  those  States  ! 

In  those  States  even-  thing  is  secure — life,  liberty,  and 
property;  within  their  sphere  tliey  exeicisc  uncoctroU- 
ed  powerof  legislation.  This  Government  was  instituted 
for  other  purposes,  less  important,  perhaps,  but  essential 
to  the  security  and  happiness  of  all.  Our  business  is  a 
defence  of  the  whole,  hy  a  union  of  our  strer.glh — the  re- 
giilation  of  commerce  and  intercourse  with  foreign  Stales, 
with  the  several  States,  and  between  citizens  ofthe  seve- 
ral States— and  witliin  this  jurlbdictiun,  this  Government 
has  full  ]iowcr.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power  we  must 
gtiard  against  the  cncroachriieiit  on  the  proper  rights  of 
t!ie  States :  many  of  these  powers  are  concurrent,  aiul 
may  come  in  cnnllict,  and  m  such  ca->e  must  be  cxerciw) 
with  great  delicacy.  But  may  not  wc  be  trusted  to  take 
care  of  the  rights  oi  our  Stales,  and  of  all  the  Statei^ 
against  the  claims  and  usiirp.itions  ofthe  central  Govern- 
ment, whicli  seems  to  have  excited  an  unnatural  degree 
of  jealousy  and  prejudice? 

I  believe  the  riglit  of  calling  to  order,  preservin|;  order, 
and  deciding  on  all  questions  of  order,  belongs  to  the 
presi'^ng  oSiccr.  I'he  Chair  declines  to  exercise  the 
power.    L'^he  '\'ice  Presi<lent  rose  and  explained,  that 
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he  atated  q»ecifical1y  that  he  did  call  to  order  in  all  casei, 
except  tor  wonla  snokeii.]  I  lake  the  distinction  of  the 
Ckair.  As  far  aa  the  decision  ^oes  it  is  correct.  But  it 
Npporathe  very  argument  1  have  endeavored  to  main- 
tHB— that  power  by  which  you  call  to  onler  in  any  case, 
which  you  distinguish  as  ministerial,  is  by  virtue  of  a 
r^t  inlierent  in  the  office.  Tht-re  is  no  rule  that  vests 
that  power,  in  any  case,  in  the  Chair.  But  assuming  tliat 
pover,  how  is  the  distinction  Uken  between  those  cases, 
wlKfe  you  can  act  from  cases  of  disorder  ariung  from 
vovdi  spoken  ?  There  is  none  in  the  rules.  The  dis- 
AwlfaM  aeeiM  to  be  artiftcial.  My  mind  cannot  perc<;ive 
Ike  etitoion  on  which  the  discrimination  is  made.  Tlie 
deScacy  which  declines  the  exerpise  of  power,  because  it 
is  doubtful,  is  meritorious.  But  I  am  sure  the  Chair  will 
■ever  avail  itself  of  the  pretence  which  has  been  urged 
H  this  debate,  that  the  surremler  of  power  is  favorable 
toSberly,  Power  it  delegated  to  be  exercised  fur  the 
■eoshr  ofKberty.  Liberty  depends  not  on  iU  being  with- 
out tiuuU  and  uithout  control,  but  on  its  being  regulated. 
The  power  of  the  presiding  officer  is  necessary  to  the 
despatch  of  buaincM,  and  the  order  and  dignity  of  the 
body.  To  release  every  member  from  the  rcRtraints  of 
the  rttlea,  and  restore  him  his  liberty  to  say  and  do 
what  he  plcMKs,  instead  of  b«ng  favorable,  will  be  fotal 
to  ia»er(y.  It  is  not  liberty  in  that  sense  for  which  Go- 
vernnseat  was  uittituted  :  it  was  regulated  liberty  secured 
hrbw. 

Mr.  Prendent,  I  have  no  time  to  recapitulate.  The 
Picsdent,  in  exercising  the  power  of  dismissal,  exercises 
a  hi^  and  incidental  power,  derived  by  impliaition.  As 
coaiaHUKler-in.chief.  there  are  powers  and  duties  iiiherent 
m  the  office.  The  Courts  exercise  inciilental  power. 
Every  entnt  of  power  contains  inferior  grants  implied. 
Eiery  bgal  grant  contains  the  rights  iind  incidents  which 
appertajn  to  the  object  I  hope  I  liave  shown  by  anaU>(;y, 
ky  parfiamentsry  usage,  and  by  the  g^:nL-ral  understand- 
mg,  that  the  right  to  preside  over  this  body  implies  the 
Mht  to  call  to  order,  and  the  duty  <if  preserving  it. 

Mr.  TYLBU  rose  in  reply.  He  would  fain  befieve  that 
■odifiiWKrof  uninton  could  exist  ontlieqnt^stion,  when 
ficfy  stated.   Had  the  Vice  Frcaiilent  a  riglit  li>  originate 
fulei^  by  which  we  are  to  be  implicitly  bounil  >   The  an- 
awer  to  the  aixunient  of  the  Senutor  from  Louisiana,  on 
^  pawen  inherent  in  the  oflice  of  the  Chair,  ia,  tliat  ilie 
piywer  of  thcChftir  is  confined  to  the  construction  of  rules,  ; 
wble  their  origin  is  with  this  body  alone.  Who  questions  ■ 
the  pover  of  a  Court  to  construe  the  laws  >  Who  oelievea  , 
tkatVcourt  can  make  laws?   How  many  swords  wmild  , 
be  aoshcatlied,  if  the  President  of  the  United  States ! 
wm  to  undertake  to  make  laws  !    The  powers  of  the 
Chair  are  limiteil  to  the  construcUoirof  the  rules ;  and . 
that  pourer  no  body  denies. 

ttr.  T.  thought  the  pow«r  claiiMd  was  despotic,  and, . 
if  exerted,  wuhU  be  destructive  of  the  «U>ject  fur  which 
Senate  is  constituted.  Who  doubts  that  the  Senate 
has  plenary  power  to  accomplish  the  ubjf-cts  of  its  insti- 
tttMm  *  If  the  Chair  has  a  riglit  to  fi-umc  rules  of  pro- 
seeifing,  the  Senate  has  nut.  The  riglit  must  be  com- 
plete, eiiher  in  him  or  in  us.  If  in  both,  we  shouM  be 
WoughC  into  continual  collision.  Here  »Jr.  T.  defined 
the  pavers  of  the  Chair  to  be  ministerial,  and  propevly 
txcfoaed  under  the  rules  originating  from  the  Senate- 
mi  he  contended,  at  great  length,  that  no  other  power 
was  or  BotdJ  be  given  to  the  Cluur,  by  implleatiott,  or  by 
ihe  Lee  ParUameniarui. 

I|r.  T.  also  vindicated  the  decision  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent,  who,  he  said,  was  debarred,  by  his  siation.from  self- 
ik&nee.  The  high  crime  of  which  lie  had  been  accused 
"S  his  declining  to  exercise  a  power,  which,  in  his  opi- 

t£d  not  belong  to  him.  If  actual  improprieties  were 
I  ilk  why  was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Senator  from 
as  well  u  the  Chair,  to  interfim  *  Whj^.dU 
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the  Senator  remain  silent,  and  throw  the  respo[)sibility  on 
the  Chair  *  Hit  antumnced  his  constriction  of  the  rules, 
:md  the  Senate  acquiesced.  Mr.  T.  believed  that  the  de> 
cislon  of  the  Chair  was  correct.  It  belonfjed  to  this  body 
to  originate  rules — to  tiie  Chair  to  enfiTce  tlicm. 

Hr.  VAN  IIUHKN  would  be  disloyal,  he  (wid,  to  his 
Senatorial  duties,  if  he  did  not  enter  his  prutest  against 
the  doctrines  advanced  in  this  debate,  lie  then  spoke, 
at  considerable  length,  in  apposition  to  the  opinion  ex> 
pressed,  that  the  pow«rs  delegated,  in  the  CenstitiilioiU 
could  be  enlarged  to  so  great  an  extent  as  was  claimed 
by  implication.  There  had  been,  he  said,  a  continual 
struggle  in  this  country  between  the  aristocratic  and  de> 
mucralic  principles.  There  was  an  active  principle, which 
sought  to  draw  power  from  the  sources  to  the  heatl ;  and 
there  was  an  antagonist  principle,  which  sought  to  draw 
power  fVom  the  lieatl  to  the  sources.  That  man  consulted 
the  interests  of  his  country  who  endeavors  to  restrain  all 
rncruachments  of  power.  Mr.  V.  11.  hail  at  first  viewed 
this  question  aa  one  of  expediency  merely  ;  and  he  was 
disinclined  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  But  he  had  de- 
termined to  vote  for  it :  for  he  knew  of  no  better  mod* 
of  declaring  the  spinion  of  the  Senate  that  there  is  no 
inherent  power  in  the  Chair,  than  by  adopting  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  DICKERSOK  spoke  in  favor  of  the  .amendment— 
drclunng  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the  Chair  ought  to  havs 
aud  to  exercise  the  power  to  prevent  such  acts  and  words 
as  might  disturb  the  busint-ss  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  iif  Louiwaiis,  said,  he  would  not  de> 
lay  ttie  Senate  b)-  a  reply,  but  with  a  short  explanation. 
He  concurrett  with  the  grntlcman  from  New  Jersey,  that 
we  claimed  ver>' little  power  fur  the  Chair;  it  was  the  mere 
power  of  calling  to  order — to  prevent  disorder.  He  had 
no  power  to  punmli — it  is  a  mere  conservative  right.  The 
power  to  decide  what  is  order  is  alrea<iy  conferred  by 
the  rules.  One  gentleman  founds  his  argument  on  the 
danger  of  the  power,  while  the  other  argues  there  15  no 
sucli  power,  because  he  cannot  enforce  his  authority. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^ma  [Mr.  I'TLKa]  luut  miscon* 
ceivcd  the  argument  with  regard  to  the  Manual  of  Mr. 
Jefferson..  Ii  has  not  been  considered  as  adopted  by  the 
Senate.  Itut  it  Is  a  work  compiled  by  an  eminent  man, 
who  presided  over  the  Senate,  and  is  high  authority  on 
subjects  of  parliamentary  usage.  It  is  read  as  evidence 
of  that  usage.  Our  rules  "are  few,"  but  we  know  what 
intricate  and  diflicult  questions  arise  for  the  deciuon  of 
the  Chair,  which  are  submitted,  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  his 
discretion.  He  tiifumM  himself  by  a  reference  to  the  best 
writers  on  the  subject.  These  are  read  as  the  results  of 
experience — they  have  the  uuiliority  of  reason — and  no 
more.  As  In  military  courts  you  refer  to  works  on  courts- 
martial,  and  as  in  civil  courts  you  would  read  what  en> 
lightened  met)  in  every  language  and  in  evei^  age  and 
country  have  written  on  the  subject— tliat  which  makes 
Putliier  authority  in  hut  courts,  and  the  opinions  of  our 
Supreme  Court  re»pccted  every  where. 

One  word  only  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  II 
would  have  become  him  more  to  have  replied  to  the  ar- 
gument, than  lo  have  denounced  the  principles  on  which 
it  ^vas  founded.  I  have  offered  to  him  and  the  Senats 
my  opinions,  supported  by  those  illustrations  and  reasons 
that  (tccuiTed  to  mc.  I1ie  gentleman  finds  it  more  eon- 
venictit,  by  a  short  cut,  to  leave  the  argument  unuiiswer> 
ed,  and  to  denounce  the  principle  as  "anti-republican,** 
— "aristocratic," — "dangerous," — and  "monstrous."  I 
have  stated  only  the  practice  of  this  Government,  under 
the  Constitution.  The  principles  have  been  acic<l  on  by 
the  ablest  men  in  this  countr)-,  at  difTrent  periods,  ec 
have  received  the  sanction  of  eveiy  branch  of  the  Go*, 
vemment,  and  have  been  approved  by  the  People  i  and 
it  is  not  now  for  him  to  stigmatise  these  priUeqtlcs  wHk 
such  spithtt» 
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The  object  of  his  remarks  seetns  to  roe  intemled  rather 
to  review  old  party  distinctions,  than  to  discuss  polilical 
principles  They  can  only  be  invoked  to  excite  preju- 
dices, which  it  has  been  the  object  of  all  parties,  for  the 
bst  twelve  years,  to  forget.  The  principles  which  I  have 
maintained  are  not  to  be  shaken  oy  that  mode  of  ar^u- 


any  benefit.  He  had  rather  expunge  the  6th  and  7th 
tuJea,  than  pass  this  amendment.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  doctrine  inherent  powers^  and  was  of  opinion  that 
the  diacretion  of  any  man,  if  he  were  as  wise  as  Solomonj 
Vould  not  be  a  proper  g^ide  for  his  direction. 

Mr.  UHAHBERS  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  go  into  the 
general  argument ;  he  wished,  however,  to  confine  the 
attention  of  the  Senute  to  the  true  tjuestion.  It  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  latitude  of  debate.  He  did  not  wish  to 
restrain  it,  and  he  did  not  beleive  any  man  on  Uie  floor 
bad  such  a  wish.  His  wish  was  to  secure  Senators  in 
their  fueling^,  as  well  as  their  persons.  He  wished  to 
vest  in  the  Cliair  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right,  to  call  to 
order  a  member,  who,  in  debate,  might  use  offensive  or 
insulting  personal  remark  toward  a  member.  He  was  not 
solicitous  about  tlie  manner.  The  Chair  docs  not  believe 
it  now  lias  this  power.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Dickkksom]  had  argued  the'propriety  of  this  neces- 
sity  sufficiently.  He  was  surprised  that  any  could  doubt 
the  propriety  of  it.  The  whole  effect  of  an  offensive  re- 
mark is  to  be  traced  to  the  time,  place,  and  circum 
stances  which  accompany  it — and,  above  all,  to  the  per 
son  to  whom  it  is  made.  We  have  every  day  occasion 
to  witness  and  deplore  the  total  want  of  truth  which 
exists  in  relation  to  charges  made  by  irreaponmble  in- 
dividuals  ag^unst  public  men.  We  are  ourselves  often 
the  victims  of  gross  slander.  Our  expressions  are  per\-ert- 
ed,  our  opinions  misrepresented,  and  sentiments  ascrib- 
ed to  us  which  we  never  entertained,  and  even  when 
we  disclaim  them.  kBut  will  any  intelligent  portion  of 
the  community  pas^gtidgment  against  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  because,  forsooth,  some  iiTcspotisi. 
blr,  unknown  scribbler  in  a  newspaper  thinks  proper  to 
impeach  his  character  >  WiU  any  man  on  this  floor,  who 
has  the  certificSte  of  a  Sovereign  State  as  the  evidence  of 
his  integrity,  be  injured  in  public  estimation  by  the  foul 
attacks  of  an  equally  irresponsible  and  upstart  editor, 
who,  begotten  amid  the  mad  passions  of  excited  political 
elements,  pursuing  the  business  of  calumny  and  detrac- 
tion, as  his  avocation,  with  an  assiduity  and  a  zeal  which 
proves  him  equally  regartlless  of  truth,  and  insenwble  to 
shame  i  whose  insatiate  thirst  for  the  life-blood  of  honor 
is  never  allayed  by  the  victims  daily  immolated  on  his 
polluted  altar — will  such  aspersion,  I  ask,  injure  the 
fcir  feme  of  any  man  whose  life  and  conduct  has  claimc<l 
the  confidence  of  his  constituents?  No  sir,  they  will  noU 
and  therefore  we  want  no  rule  on  the  subject.  Willi  such 
individuals,  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  can  enter  the  lists, 
or  vniii  to  engage  in  altercation  :  for  one,  sir,  I  would  not 
be  made  to  do  so.  The  vile  work  of  such  a  being  is  de- 
■tined  to  the  fate  which  its  author  merits  and  will  certain- 
ly experience.  A  few  revolving  moons  will  bring  on  the 
period  when  such  an  ephemeral  creature,  having  bluster- 
ed through  the  impure  atmosphere  iji  which  alone  he  can 
live,  will  be  annihilated  by  the  cahn  and  sober  sense  of 
even  those  who  once  tolerated  his  vicesi  when  oblivion 
will  shroud  hnth  the  agent  and  his  infiunotis  htboars.  and 
conceal  their  odious  character  from  the  memory  of  all. 
But,  sir,  widely  different  is  the  case  of  an  offenMve  re- 
mark inadc  here,  and  recorded  amongst  your  Journals 
The  station  of  the  speaker,  the  tlicatre  of  his  operations 
the  supposed  responsibility  under  which  he  acts,  are  al] 
calculated  to  attiKCt  the  notice  of  all  who  hear  him  ;  and 
when  in  lAcr  times  the  knowled^  of  the  cha^  b  fur- 


nished by  your  records,  the  grave  circumstances  whieb 
surround  it  will  leave  much  room  to  infer  that  it  would  not 
have  been  made  without  som^  ground  on  ivhich  to  erect 
it    t  Would  therefore  use  evety  mefcna  to  prevent  the  \U- 

I reduction  of  such  langusge  into  a  debate  here.  Let  it  W 
:nbVA  anti  proclaimed  by  your  rules,  that  it  is  not  a  maiJ 
ter  of  speculation  whether  the  member  who  so  fir  tbt* 
gets  himself  as  to  indulge  in  personal  fend  itisultinf  re- 
mark, shall  be  called  to  order.  Let  U  be  certain  that  any 
effort  to  do  so  will  be  repressed,  and  that  the  vigilant  ob- 
servation of  the  chair  will  prevent  the  intention  of  such 
a  person,  and  make  it  result  in  a  recoil  upon  himscK 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered on  the  question . 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  that  the  question  be  divided.  H* 
might  vote  in  favor  of  the  latter  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  was  opposed  to  the  former. 

Mr.  FOOT  asked  whether  the  amendment  could  be 
divided. 

The  CHAIR  considered  that  two  propoaillons  were 
embraced  in  it,  and  that  votes  might  oe  taken  separatfr- 
ly  upon  them. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  expressed  the  same  opinion,  and,  after 
a  few  remarks,  he  made  a  motion  to  a^oum:  iriiicb  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  ROWAN  withdrew  his  motion  to  divide,  and  mov- 
ed to  strike  out  of  the  amendment,  the  words  "  Preai- 
dent  or" — leaving  the  right  to  call  to  order  in  debate,  to 
the  Senators  only- 
Mr.  FOOT  inquired  whether  this  propontion  had  not 
already  been  decided  by  the  rejection  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Uie  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Bbbrixii] 
yesterduj'. 

The  CHAIIt  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  propontioni 
were  not  the  same,  as  tiiat  amendment  embrsicea  the  pro* 
position  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  seretal  olhrr 

objects. 

Mr.  VAN  BUKEN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  :  tho 
vote  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the  words  "  Presi- 
de nt  or  and  decided  in  tiie  nagative,  by  the  following- 
vote  ; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Eaton,  Ellis,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Macon,  Ridgley, 
Rowan,  Smith,  of  Mar}  tend,  Tazewell,  White,  Willianu^ 
Woodbury. — 16. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bsmard.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,. .Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
sun,  Foot, Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  jDhnston,of  lAMiia* 
iana,  Kniglit,  McKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Robbins,. 
Rugglcs,  Sanlbrd,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South' 
Carolina,  Thomas,  TyU-r,  Van  Buren,  Willey.— 30. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  divide  (he  amencuacnt,  so  a«- 
first  to  decide  Uie  question  of  confcrrinsr  the  right  vm 
the  President,  and  then  on  the  appeal  of  uie  Senate- 

The  division  having  been  agreed  to,  the  question  up- 
on the  first  portion  of  the  amendment  was  deddcd  in  the 
afiirmative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Darlon,  llateman.  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Rouhgny,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  of  Lou- 
isiana, Knight,  McKinley,  Uarksj  Noble,  Pama,  Hobbina, 
tuggle^  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Soutia 
Carolina,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Willey.— 31. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Macon,  Ridgley,  Row- 
an, Smith,  of  MaryUmd,  I'azewell,  White,  WiUbms^ 
Woodbury — 15. 

The  question  on  the  second  portion  of  the  amendnient 
then  occurring,  and  Mr.  FOOT  having  called  the  yeas  and 
nays,  it  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  ■■ 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batemani  Bell,  Ben> 
ton,  Berri«i,  BouUgny,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chue, 
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7%e  SEUtia — BreakamUr  in  Ike  Debaove — Judtaal  Pneeu. 


[SENATE. 


Cobb,  Diclcenon,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  I  fltnictioti  of  a  Breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  DelawareBay  t 


Bendricka,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louis- 
iana, Kane  Kin^,  Knight,  McKinlcy,  MclJine,  Marks, 
Noble,  Parrts,  Rideley,  Kobbins,  Kuwan,  Ru^g;les,  San- 
ford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Taze- 
well, Thomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Willey,  Wil- 
Kama,  Weodbuiy.— 44 

MATS.— Messrs.  Wacon,  Smith,  of  Marj-land.— 3. 

So  the  Mnendment  of  Mr  FOOT,  to  tlie  6th  rule,  vas 
^reed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
took  this  opportunity  to  express  his  entire  ■atisfaction  with 
that  portion  of  the  aitendment  giving  to  Senators  the 
ffi^  of  ap|>eal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  as  it  was 
not  ttnly  aiMordinp  to  strict  principle,  but  would  relieve 
the  Chair  from  a  most  deKcate  duty.  As  tn  the  power 
conferred  upon  the  Chair,  it  was  not  for  him  to  sneak  ; 
but  he  assured  the  Senate  tliat  he  should  always  endeavor 
lo  exercise  it  with  strict  impartiality. 

Mr  FOOT  then  moved  to  amend  the  7th  nde  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  words  *'  called  to  order,"  the  words  "  a 
Senator,"  making  it  requisite  to  write  down  the  ofiendmg 
words  uttered  by  a  member,  oniy  when  a  SenatOT  should 
Jure  called  him  to  order  i  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  UACOM  asked  wbetbw  a  vote  Oiould  not  be  ta- 
ken on  the  two  amendments. 

The  CH.UR  answered,  that  (he  division  of  tlie  amend- 
■tent  precluded  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  NOBLE  remarked  that  the  Chair  ought  to  be 
MMted  by  every  member  in  keeping  onier.  He  I)«d 
voted  for  the  amendment,  because  it  made  the  power  of 
the  Premdent  doubly  sure.  It  gave  him  a  power  which 
he,  Itr.  had  no  doubt  he  possessed  from  the  Con- 
Mitation  t  and  he  hoped  that,  under  the  present  rcg^da- 
tion,  the  flood -gates  of  tlie  waters  of  Koanoke  would 
MTcr  be  opened  to  tnun<Ute  the  Senate  Chamber  again. 

Fbibat,  FKnarAiiT  15,  1828. 
THE  MILITLV. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  the  bill  for  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Militia  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  the  dis? 


MpKne  thereof,  was  taken  up 

Mr.  HAYNB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  otit  _    .  _  ^  ^    , 

•31,"  and  inserting  "18,"  making  the  bill  include  all  ,  vote  of  Friday,  on  Mr.  ROWAN'S  amendment,  the  Pre- 


and  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce  to  authorize  the  expenditure  under  the  direction- 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
tlie  different  plans  that  had  been  formed  for  the  constnic- 
tion,  and  the  various  estimates  of  the  coat  of  the  Break- 
water, and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the  sum 
of  250,000  dollars. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remarks  in  fii- 
vor  of  the  bill,  when  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
350,000  dollars  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARKS  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  the  "Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,"  and  insert  the  "President  of  the  United 
States."  lie  thought  the  expenditure  could  be  made 
more  advantageously  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  the  proposition ;  and  the  motion  wasagreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  engross- 
ing  the  bill;  which  was  sustained. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  b'll  be  postponed  to  Wednesday. 

Afler  a  few  remarks  from  Messi*.  WOODBURY  and 
SMITH,  of  Marj-Ianil,  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S. 
C.  was  agreed  to. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 
On  molion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  bill  to  establish  pro- 
cess in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  year 
1789,  was  Uken  iip. 

Mr.  PARRIS  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vot» 
taken  on  Friday,  on  the  amendment  ofTered  by  -Mr. 
ROWAN  i  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  rARRIS  then  prefiused  a  motion  to  reeominit  tht 
bul,  with  some  remarks  explanatoty  of  his  motives. 

On  this  motion  considerable  discussion  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  SANFORD,  KANE,  ROWAN,  WEB- 
STER, TAZEWELL,  and  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana, 
expressed  themselves. 

Mr.  PAUKIS  then  withdrew  Ins  motion  to  recommili 
and  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  liaving  questioned  the 
Chair  as  to  the  propriety  of  moving  to  reconsider  the 


persona  between  the  ages  of'  IS  and  28. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.CHANDLGR,  andeiip- 
portetl  by  Mr.  HARRISON ;  when  the  question  being  Uk- 
•B.  the  Senate  divided,  and  the  vote  stood  22  to  22.  The  , 
Tke  President  gave  tlie  easting  vote  for  the  amendment 
A  fiirtbcr  demite  took  place  on  the  bill,  in  which  it  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  MACON,  SMITH,  of  Md.  and 
CHANDLEU^and  opposed  by  Mr.  HAYNE. 

Mr.  HA  KRISON  did  not  agree  in  all  the  provisions  of  ihe 
biU{  but  was  clear  that  something  must  he  done.  He, 
thcrdbre,  moved  to  lay  Uie  bill  upon  the  table,  and  sub- 
■ulted  the  fidlowing  restdiitton  i 

Betake^  Thti  the  report  on  the  subject  of  the  mili- 
tia, made  in  the  year  1790,  by  Henry  Kuox,  Secretary  of 
War,  and  submitted  to  CongrcBs  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  sai<l,  that  the  only  objection  that  oc- 
curred to  him  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  woidd  create  great 
delay.  He  sboukl  not  be  opposed  to  it,  if  the  bill  could 
be  called  up  early. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  hill  on  die  table  was  then  agreed 
to— and  the  rewdauon  submitted  by  Mr.HARRlSON  was, 
by  muuiimous  consent,  agreed  to. 

MOBTSAT,  F«BBr4RT  18,  1828. 

BREAKWATER  IN  THE  DELAWARE. 
On  ntotion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  considciation  of  the  bill  to  provide  far  the  con- 


sklent  observed  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  reconsideration. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  moved  to  reconinder  the  vote  o> 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Tliis  motion  was  warmly  opposed  by  Means.  BO  WAN 
and  TAZEWELL. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  some  extraordinaty  prop*, 
sitions  had  been  laid  down  in  the  argumentthat  Iiad  juat 
been  pronounced «  but  the  lateness  of  the  'hmr  indue«4 
him  to  move  an  adjournment 

TCESDXT,  FEBaUART  19,  1858. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to 
establish  process  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union 
smce  the  year  1789,  was  then  tafc«n  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  reconsidering  the  vote  on 'the  motion  of  Mr. 
PARRIS  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  amendment  offer. 

cd  by  Mr.  ROWAN  on  Friday  last  

Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
m  favor  of  the  motion.  He  entered  into  a  view  of  the 
ostensible  objects  and  ultimate  effects  of  the  bill  under 
consKleraUoi^  and  argned  that  the  former  were  not  ad- 
hered  to,  while  the  latter  would  be  disastrous  and  incon- 
venient  in  the  extreme.  He  replied  in  detail  to  the  ar- 
guments urged  yesterday  by  Messrs.  TAZEWELL  and 
ROWAN,  dwcussing  the  signiSeation  given  by  the  pro. 
eesa  arts  of  Wand  ^93,  tot^etem  tiSi  |a«r/by  wlKch 
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equity  process  was  to  be  rej^iilated,  and  upposin^  the  idr« 
thkt  the  common  law  u  u  ailtuleil  to  by  the  terms  of  those 
acts.  He  connidcred  that,  if  tiie  bilt  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  it  Would  destroy  all  equity  process  in  many  of  the 
old  Stales.  He  was  peTfirctly  willing  that  llieadvantag<-s 
asked  Tor  by  the  new  States  Bhi:tild  be  acceded  to  them» 
btit  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  a  bill  which  threatened  so 
much  rril  to  the  older  members  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  supported  the  motion,  remarking 
tliat  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  was  allowed  to  progress 
merely  throtigli  an  orersiffht  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  IIOWAN  said,  that^  in  order  to  correct  some  mnt- 
teraof  fact  nn  this  subject,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 
to  consult  certain  dnciiments.  He  tbrrcfore  moved  to  lay 
the  bin  on  the  table  {  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  KANE,  who  replied  briefly  to  some  poHion  of  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  WEBSl'ERi  to  which  the  latter  answer- 
ed in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  ROWAN  then  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
•n  the  table  i  which  was  agreed  to. 


WsoxMHAT,  FsaacjisT  S0»  1838. 
COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 


COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON*  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian 
College  waa  token  up. 

Some  amendmeiiis  were  agreed  to,  and  some  conrer- 
■ation  took  place  between  Messrs.  EATON  and  CHAND- 
LER, which,  fnim  the  tumult  in  the  gallety,  the  Re- 
porter cmild  not  hear. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that,  as  there 
were  many  persons  cnnnected  with  this  transaction,  he 
willed  to  know  from  the  committee  whether  those  per- 
sons who  furmcrly  owed  the  sum  about  to  be  given  up, 
would  now  assume  the  debt.  Would  Mr.  Rice  become 
again  liHble  for  the  15,U0d  dollars  due  by  him  ;  and  was 
Col.  McKenney  willing  to  aufler  an  embargo  upon  his 
■alary  for  the  sum  for  which  he  was  indebted. 

Mr.  EATON  made  some  remarks  which  were  imper- 
fectly heard.  He  was  undf  rstood  to  refer  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  he  had  not 
read  the  report.    It  was  a  ver)*  long  one  ;  and  it  waa  im- 

{>oss!ble  for  gentlemen  to  read  all  the  reports  that  were 
aid  upon  their  tablet.  IF  they  cotdd,  they  had  better 
capacities  and  better  constituiions  than  he  had-  He  hop- 
ed, therefore,  in  orderthat  he  might  read  this  document, 
that  he  should  be  indulged  in  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
•onaidemtion  of  the  bill  till  to-morrov. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


CLAIM  OF  ABRAHAM  OGDEK. 

Vr.  BATON  moved  that  the  qtiestion  on  reeonstder- 
Ing  Uie  vote  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ogden 
might  then  be  taken.  Mr.  E.  staled  that  the  motive  with' 
which  he  asked  the  reconsideration  of  that  vote,  arose 
from  a  statement  made  to  him  by  a  gentten)an  acquainted 
vitb  the  subject,  who  infbrmed  him  that  further  evidence 
was  in  prcparaiiDn  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  would 
dwrtly  be  laid  before  ttie  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  if  there  was  a  point  at  which  fUscnsnon 
ahould  end,  it  had  been  arrived  at  on  thia  nbjeet,  which 
bad  been  decided  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  sahl,  that  if,  when  the  new  evidence 
appeared  it  should  not  alter  the  aspect  of  the  case,  the 
Senate  could  jkersist  in  its  fbrmer  deciiion.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  de«]are  whether  tudi  ■  result  would  or 
would  not  be  produeed. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  mov- 
.•d  to  lay  tb«  iBOtton  oa  til*  UbUfwbiob  vaa  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  RATON,  the  precnlingorcknflf  A* 
day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  forUie  reficf  «  the 
lumhian  College  was  taken  up. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  aaid  that  it  might  b« 
supposed,  from  his  having  asked  ibepoatponementorA* 
bill  to  tliia  <lav,  that  he  intendf^  to  utdresi  the  Sciiatw 
upon  the  subject.  He  dkl  not  intend  to  do  lO,  fivtber 
than  to  slate  that  he  had  read  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  >esl«-rd^f 
referred  him,  and  had  not  received  from  it  the  ntis&etiea 
which  he  had  desired. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  the  opinion  migfit  hftv* 
been  formed,  from  wliat  hesaidyeslerday,th«t  be  wee  op- 
posed to  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  was  not.  He  enlyp 
wished  that  the  property  and  sureties  in  the  bands  of  tM 
College  might  be  given  up  to  the  United  Slates  If  that 
was  faithfully  provided  for,  he  did  not  oppose  reGcviaf 
the  College  f'rom  its  obligation. 

Mr.  RIDGELY  said  that  the  object  of  the  bill  waate 
give  up  the  obligation  of  the  College,  only  on  con^ioK 
that  the  houses  and  lots  conveyed  to  the  Collegv  dwuld 
be  reconveyed  to  the  United  States,  and  the  note*  at 
McKenney  were  also  given  up  The  nntes  had 
been  assigned  to  the  College  i  they  had  been  simply  tie* 
livereH  to  the  Collef^e.  It  would  be  at  tbe  discrettoii  ef 
tlienflicerof  (he  Government  to  defer  the  relinquishment 
of  the  obi  giilion  of  tlie  College  until  the  proper^  and 
papers  were  delivered  up.  He  moved  to  ametra  the  bill, 
as  waa  understood  by  our  Reporter,  to  guard  tbe  biUmm 
fully  in  this  reject  t  which  waa  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroMcd  for  « lUlA 
reading. 

DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 
On  motion  ofMr.  WOODBURY,  the  orders  were  pofl^ 
poned,  and  the  bill  making  appropnation  for  the  eon* 
stniction  of  a  Breakwater  near  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, was  taken  up.  [This  bill  makes  an  annual  appro- 
priation of  Jt  250,000  for  ten  years.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  apoke  briefly  againet 
the  appropriation,  on  the  ground  that  the  reports  of  the 
engineers  upon  the  subjeot  were  not  satisActoiy,  and  that 
the  revenue  did  nut  autboriae  so  large  an  expenditure  M - 
the  bill  contemplated. 

Mr.  McLANE  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of  tho 
bill,  austaining  its  importance,not  only  to  the  States  in  tba 
vicinily  of  the  Delaware,  but  to  tbe  interests  of  commcrM 
throug^hout  the  country.  Healsosupptsledhisafpinenla 
by  citing  manv  documents  and  ctHnputstkms,  sboviaif 
that  immense  losses  of  property  and  livea  had  hiibert* 
been  sustained  by  the  dangnoua  navigation  (if  tbe  Delo> 
ware,  and  the  advantages  to  commeree  and  the  reeeniso 
which  would  reault  ftwo  the  eompletim  of  tb«  Bi«sfc> 
water. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought,  that,  ss  Ait  was  to  b*  M 
experiment,  the  smallest  sum  reported  .ougbt  to  bar* 
been  chosen,  instead  of  the  largest. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  briefly  lo  Mr.  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  supported  thebill,asa»easareof|:rea» 
concernment  to  the  interests  of  coauneroethrougbom  tb* 
Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Soutb  CsroEiMi,  replied  at  rnwiiUislila 
length  to      observations  of  Mr.  McLANB. 

llie  bill  was  further  supported  by  MeMOs.  SMITI^  «f 
Maryland.  KU)6ELY»  and  BARNARD. 

TauasDAT,  FsBaoAkT  31,  1838. 
JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  Senate  resumed  tbe  ' 
RWtion  of  the  18th  inslanV  to  rsconiidsr  the  yvtm  m  lb* 
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ttcun^deimtion  of  that  of  the  I4th  inttjnt,  on  engrossmjf 
the  bi.I  for  tepilating:  process  in  tlie  ConrU  or  the  United 
States,  in  States  admitied  into  tlie  Union  since  1789. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said, that  he  sliould  have  been  contented 
to  take  the  vote  when  this  micslion  was  under  discussion 
on  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  that  the  Seiiatorfrom  Has- 
sidiusetti  tMr.  Wmbhtib)  had  referred  to  the  process 
hwa  of  Kentucky,  in  connexion  with  the  ndea  of  the  Fe- 
drml  CotiTt,  in  such  a  manner  as  rendered  it  necessarj-, 
1ft  his  opinion,  to  have  special  reference  to  those  rules. 
The  gentleman  had,  moreover,  misstated  the  execution 
Uws  of  that  SUto.  To  have  it  in  his  power  to  correct 
the  misstatement  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  produce  the 
Mies  of  Court,  he  had  requested  the  postponement. 

The  gentfeman  bad  stated,  that  the  law*  of  Kentucky 
woidd  not  permit  an  execution  to  be  taken  out  by  a  cre- 
ditor upon  his  ju<lpnent,  unless  he  would  endorse,  that 
uncurrcnt  or  unavailable  bank  notes  wuuld  be  taken  in 
discharge  of  it.  Tliat,  to  remedy  this  evil,  tlic  t'edeml 
Judges  had  made  the  rules  cnm|)lained  of  by  the  Sena- 
tori  from  Kentucky.  He  added,  moreover,  that  the  e.\e- 
Gution  Uws  of  Kentucky  were  declared,  both  by  the  SUtc 
Mid  FederBl  Judges,  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void- 
Sir,  said  Mr.  KowAM,asto  the  first  statement  of  the 

Klieman,  it  is  utterly  erroneous— tliere  never  wa^  a 
of  Kentucky  wliich  forba<le  llie  plaintiff  to  stie  out 
execution  tipon  his  judgment,  unless  he  wonid  endorse 
that  he  wonld  txke  unavailable  paper  in  disclwrge  of  it. 
I  do  not  know,  said  Mr.  H.  whence  the  ^er.tleman  ob- 
taifked  his  information,  but  I  do  know  that  »t  is  incorrect. 
It  vas  always  competent  for  a  plaintifT  to  sue  out  his  ex- 
ecution immediately  after  the  term  had  expired,  at  which 
he  liad  obtained  his  judgment.  Uul  there  was  a  period 
iathat  SUte,  in  which  the  defendant  in  the  execution, 
could  when  it  came  to  be  levied  upon  his  property,  re- 
plevy the  debt  for  two  years,  unless  the  plaintiff  had  en- 
doised  thai  he  was  willing  to  receive  the  current  bank 
notes  of  the  State,  in  which  case  he  could  replevy  for 
three  months  oidy. 

Why  the  gentleman  should  have  referred  to  the  execu- 
tion laws  of  Kentucky,  he  could  not  well  perceive,  for 
whether  those  laws  were,  or  were  not,  constitutional,  or 
expedient,  must  be  foreign  fmm  the  point  under  dis- 
<U5»ion,  which  was,  whether  the  Judges  possessed  Ujc 
power  to  make  execution  laws  under  any  circumstances. 
If,  under  color  of  mining  rules  of  Court,  they  possessed 
the  power  to  make  execution  laws,  then  they  could  have 
exercised  that  power,  whellier  the  execution  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  foohsli,  void  or  viilid.  And  if  they 
did  not  possess  tlie  pow<-r  to  le^-islate,  then  they  could 
not,  under  any  atate  of  things,  have  made  those  execu- 
tion laws,  or  rules.  But,  as  the  laws  of  that  State  had 
been  mentioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  a  manner  that  might 
aeero  to  imply  censure,  he  would,  while  he  reprobated, 
io  the  most  empbaUc  manner,  the  right,  or  proptiet}-,  of 
any  Senator's  censunng  the  conduct  of  a  State,  cUim  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments,  while  he 
vin^teil  the  State,  by  which  he  had  been  honored  with 
a  seat  in  that  body,  from  the  imputation  which  that  gen- 
tleman  had  been  pleased  to  utter  in  inuendocs.  lie 
would,  however,  premise,  as  a  fact  well  known,  not  only 
to  Jthysidogists,  out  to  all  close  observers  of  human  na- 
tutv,  that  the  Creator  of  man  has  wisely  and  benignanily 
endowed  him  with  energies  beyond  what  are  rccimredtbr 
the  ordinary  avocations  of  life — energies  for  special  and 
extnordinary  exigencies,  which  lie  dormant  until  the 
emergencies,  whieh  awaken  and  call  them  into  action, 
occur ;  that  the  degree  of  energy  beyond  the  stock  ha- 
bitually employed  in  the  mdinary  ptnrsuits  of  lifi^  which 
shall  M  caUed  into  exerinse  upon  any  occasion,  depends 
upon  the  excitement  which  the  occasion  produces.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  known  that  there  is  no  general  cnndition  of  socie- 
r^vUehaanlCf  tomenbetssopowaifiillyas  a  sM*  of 


war*  Hence  it  has  been  said  by  wi*e  men,  that  it  is  hut 
little  less  dangerotts  to  cluse,  than  to  commence  a  war. 
To  allay  the  stock  of  excitement  wliich  that  condition 
prochices — to  case  men  down  to  their  ordinary  pa^e 
pursuits,  from  a  liigit  and  fervid  state  of  excitement  t  OTf 
if  the  similie  may  be  allowed,  to  let  off  the  steam  when 
the  voyage  is  closed,  without  biirating  the  boiler,  dcninr> 
iiig  the  machinery,  or  injuring  the  passengers,  is  a  task 
of  great  delicacy,  and  very  great  difficulty.  This  excite- 
ment may  be  cxtraonlinary  even  for  a  state  of  war.  It 
may  be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  occurrences. 
A  spirit  of  disaffeCtilSii  among  those  who  are  carrying  it 
on;  unexpected  disasters :  a  savage  and  bnital  species 
of  warfare,  nn  the  part  of  the  enemy,  are  among  tiM 
causes  calculated  to  produce  almost  pretematuraf  exoUe* 
ment  during  its  progress  ;  and,  upon  its  sudden  termina- 
tion, to  expose  society,  in  its  pacific  state,  to  the  effects 
of  the  very  highest  wniught  war-feeling.  Sir,  such  was  the 
diaractcr  of  our  kst  war.  We  had  beheld  in  otherquar* 
ters,  fur  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  commencement, 
the  fiercest,  the  most  desolating  mvages  of  war.  We  bad 
not  looked  on  as  cold  and  heedless  spectators «  we  could 
not  do  so.  The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  grand  and 
magnificent.  All  Christendom,  with  the  exception  of  the 
United  States,  were  involved  in  the  war  ;  and  the  United 
Stnteii  and  all  the  rest  of  tlie  world  looked  on  witli  wonder 
and  amazement.  Never  did  nations  contend  more  Btren* 
uously  I  never  did  war  crowd  upon  the  gaze  of  mankind 
events  more  splendid,  or  in  more  rapid  succession. 

The  United  States  were  subject,  not  only  to  the  ex* 
citement  which  a  spectacle  so  grand,  so  august,  could  not 
f.itl  to  produce  on  them  as  mere  spectators  t  but  they  wers 
unceasingly  exposed  to  collision  with  some  one  of  the  bel 
ligerents.  They  were,  in  fact,  for  much  of  the  time,  in 
a  state  of  Quasi  wit  with  more  than  one  of  them.  Then, 
sir,  when  tuc  war  really  came,  it  found  the  people  of  this 
nation  in  a  state  of  great  excitement.  Let  me  Mk  if  th* 
occurrences  during  that  war  were  calculated  to  dtmintsh 
thut  state  of  fechng  ?  Tlie  disafFection  of  some  of  the 
States  I  their  refusal  to  co-operate  in  bringing  it  to  an 
honorable  close,  surely  was  not  cidculateato  damp  the 
ardor,  abate  the  zeal,  or  diminish  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  The  Kentuckians,  said  Mr.  R.  are, 
and  f  speak  it  with  pride,  a  brave  and  chivalric  people. 
They  felt  all  the  zeal  for  the  glory  of  their  country,  with 
which  its  acctimulated  injuries  could  inspire  an  ardent,  a 
bi-ave,  and  a  patriitie  people:  They  never  hesitated, 
never  faltered  for  a  moment.  They  poured  out  their 
blood  like  water  on  the  northwestern  frontier.  They 
were  prodigal  of  life  at  Tippecanoe,  the  plains  of 
Raisin,  at  Dudley's  rencontre,  on  the  Thames,  and  Or* 
leans.  Sir,  Kentucky  was  widowed  by  the  war--sbe  tru 
bereaved,  by  its  ravs^es^  of  some  of  her  most  diidnguiik* 
ed  sons.  I  need  not,  said  Mr.  R.  name  them  i  the  oect- 
non  docs  not  require  it.  Among  them  were  Colonels  Al* 
len  and  Daviess— men  surpassed  in  none  of  the  8tttc% 
in  no  part  of  the  world,  whether  you  have  reference  to 
their  virtues  or  their  talents.  Sir,  the  glory  of  the  cloniq; 
scene  of  the  war  was  calculated,  by  its  efl'utgence  to  ex- 
cite to  rapture  such  a  people  as  the  Kentuckians  and  the/ 
did  enjoy  the  raptures  of  that  unpanlteled  victmy— ft  nc- 
tory  which  they  had  assisted  to  achieve — a  victoiy,  whioh 
obscured,  by  its  splendurs,  the  mortify  ing  occurrences  M 
this  place— yes  sir,  which  obliterated  the  defloration, 
by  the  enemy,  of  the  proud  edifice  in  which  we  now  sit, 
and  healed  the  wound  infiicted  upon  the  just  pride  of 
the  patriotic  portion  of  the  American  people,  by  that 
humiliating  event.  But,  said  Mr.  Row  ax,  I  have  dwelt 
longer  upon  this  part  of  the  subject  than,  periups,  I  ought. 
The  object  was  to  show  that  the  people  ci  KentucJqr 
were  nut  cold-blooded,  indifferent  spectators  t  that  tbcr 
were.greatly  excited,  and  entered  into  the  cause  of  their 
ceuntty,  with  aniination  feRd>cal{  that  tho disasters  and 
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victories,  in  which  thry  participatctl  largely,  were  calcu- 
lated to  excUe,  and  did  cxc'ite  them  greatly;  that  at  the 
close  of  the  war  they  were  left  in  a  state"  of  very  high 
feeling.  And,  in  conjunction  with  these,  he  begged 
leave  to  state  another  fact,  not  without  its  influence  in 
producing  the  state  of  things  which  ensued,  and  at  which 
the  gentleman  has  alluded,  not,  indeed,  with  express,  but 
with  evident  implied  reprobation.  Sir,  it  must  be  re- 
collected that  the  United  Slates'  Bank  did  not  exist  at 
that  period  (  that  the  State  Banks  furnished  much  of  the 
money,  with  which  the  war  was  conducted;  Kentucky 
furnished  her  full  portion.  The  needs  of  the  government, 
«nd  the  excitement  lo  which  he  had  alluded,  had  pro- 
dnced(  perhaps,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the  Banks,  in  that 
State.  The  men  and  supplies  furnished  by  that  State, 
caused,  naturally,'  during,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a 
plenary,  if  not  profuse,  circulation  of  local  notes.  Th's 
furnished,  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  facilities 
for  the  indulgence  of  feverish  and  cxt^avagant  projects ; 
impracticable  plans  were  honestly,  but  erroneously  formed; 
chimerical  notions  of  wealth  and  aggrandizement  were 
cberisbed.  In  fine,  the  state  of  feeling  was  suited  to  the 
occaaion  which  had  produced,  and  not  to  the  condition 
which  had  ensued  it.  They  enjoyed  peace,  while  they 
were  under  the  influence  of  war  teelinga.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  created  immediately  upon  tlie  close 
of  the  war,  and  the  Government,  very  unwisely,  as  he 
always  thought,  determined,  suddenly,  through  its  instru- 
mentality, to  restore,  not  gradually,  as  it  ought,  but 
■uddenly,  a  metallic  currency. 

The  effects  of  this  unwise  measure  are  known  to  all ; 
they  were  felt  by  almost  all  in  Kentucky.    The  change, 
Mr.  President,  was  too  sudden— the  shock  inflicted  by  it 
was  too  severe — the  sacrifices  produced  by  it  were  too 
numerous  and  too  agonizing — the  basis  upon  which  the 
enterprise,  the  hopes,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  of 
that  State  rested,  was  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  uken 
from  under  (hem,  and  tliey  were  turned  over,  aa  lawful  prey 
f  o  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  the  mercenary  vultures 
that  hovered  round  that  institution.  The  Legislature  of  the 
State,  in  the  laudable  view  to  mitigate  the  calamities, 
which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  nnexpectedly  overtaken 
the  people,  and  to  save  from  ruin  as  many  as  possible  of 
her  citizens,  by  affording  them  time  to  tUiembarrass 
themselves  j)assed  an  act  authorizing  the  defendant,  when 
the  phuntiff  had  not  endorsed,  that  he  would  take  the 
current  notes  of  the  State,  lo  replevy  the  debt  fnr  two 
years,  but  denying  to  him,  when  the  plaintiff  had  made 
«uch  endorsement,  the  right  to  replevy,  for  more  than 
three  months.     And  what  wns  the  mighty  evil  of  this 
delay?    The  defendant  executed  a  bond,  with  two  ap- 
proved securities,  for  the  payment  of  the  amount  of  the 
«xecution  within  two  years.     The  debt  was  made 
'Perfectly  secure  j  it  bore  mtercst  during  the  time,  and  had 
the  force  of  a  judgment,  upon  which  execution  issued,  as 
jnatter  of  course,  and  upon  which  there  could  be  no  delay. 
The  injury  was,  if  an  injury  that  may  be  called,  which  is  a 
|)ablic  good,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  permitted  to  take 
the  entire  estate  of  the  defendant  for  less  than  a  one 
fiundreth  part  of  its  value.    There  was  no  money  which 
would  be  taken,  save  what  Tittle  could  be  obtained  from 
the  United  -States  Bank;  and  that  was  not  obtained  by 
debtors,  tfnd  when  obtained,  was  employed  by  those  who 
«ould  obtain  it,  in  merciless  speculation,  at  forced  sales  by 
the  sheriff.     The  contracts  had  all  been  predicated  upon 
the  local  currency — none  othcrhad  been  known  or  thought 
of,  that  had  been  put  down  by  the  United  States  Bank— 
m  new  state  of  things  liad  enaucd.   The  creditor- r-fused 
the  medhim  for  which  be  had  contracted,  and  demanded 
^yment  in  one  which  had  been  suddenly  created,  and 
«ould  not  be  suddenly  obtained.    T1»e  Legislature  not 
«nly  passed  this  lav,  but  passed  a  law  also  abolishing 
■Mpriionment  for  debt ;  thus  affurding  to  the  brave  fellows 


who  had  fought  the  battles  of  their  counfiy,  an  opportu- 
nity of  paying  their  debts,  without  the  entire  sacrifice  of 
their  property,  and  the  loss  of  tlieir  liberty,  hy  imprison- 
ment. And  mark,  Mr.  President :  The  great  ms^joritr  of 
the  creditors  in  that,  as  under  like  eircumstimcca  tti^ 
will  alwa>'s  be,  in  every  State,  were  not  the  ardent,  gene- 
rous, brave  men  who  had  entered,  with  their  whole  soal, 
into  the  war  which  their  country  had  been  constrained  to 
wage.  They  were  mostly,  your  cold-blooded,  cunning', 
calculating,  avaricious  men,  whose  only  love  of  country 
was  love  of  money— whose-  patriotism  was  cupidih^, 
and  whose  zeal  was  to  enrich  themselves,  and  to  ruin  lAe 
men  who  had  saved  tlieir  countrj-.  These,  sir,  were  few 
— but  they  were  clamorous — and  their  clamns  were 
echoed  by  capitalists  from  every  quarter — and  we  all 
know  that  the  capitalists  were  not  tlie  patriots  in  our 
last  war. 

But,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  if  Kentucky  was  tlie  only 
State  that  had,  by  her  enactions,  attempted  during  the 
war  to  suit  her  code  to  her  condition  ?  Sir,  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  States  altered  their  executkm  laws.  Public 
sentiment  approved  it,  because  the  deranged  condition 
of  affairs  required  it.  Virginia,  tlie  ancient  dominion,  a 
State  as  distinguished  for  the  correctne.<is  and  stability  of 
her  political  creed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  statesmen 
which  she  has  produced— even  she  suspended  executions, 
for  i  he  believed)  twelve  months.  But  why  quote  exan- 
pies — what  are  the  States  for — what  the  npnual  aesnon  of 
their  Le^slatures — hut,  by  changing  the  laws,  to  suit 
them  to  the  vaiying  condition  r»f  society  f 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Circuit  Judge  pronounced  the 
replevin  law  of  Kentucky  to  be  unconstitutional  and  vtnd. 
He  declared  the  law  to  be  void,  because  it  delayed  justice, 
and  immediately  enacted  a  law  which  authorized  the 
defendant  to  replevy  for  three  months.  He  declared  the 
replevin  Uw  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitutiomU,  and 
immediately  nude  a  replevin  law.  lie  declared  the  law 
of  the  State,  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  to  be  roid 
for  the  same  reason,  and  immediately  enacted  an  imprison- 
ment law.  [Here  Mr.  Bowait  presented  to  the  House 
the  rules  made  by  the  Federal  Judgea  of  the  Kentuc^ 
District.  They  consisted  of  17  Sections.  They  were 
read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  his  place.]  Sir, 
said  Mr.  Row*?«,  if  the  judge  had  really  believed  these 
laws  of  the  State  to  be  tmoonstitutional,  and,  if  he  had 
really  believed,  also,  that  he  possessed  legislative  powei^ 
a  respect  for  liimself— the  pride  of  consistency,  and  a 
decent  respect  for  the  sentiment  of  the  State  should  all 
have  restrained  him  from  the  course  which  he  pursued. 
There  was  an  unparalleled  audacity  in  ordaining,  by  nile  of 
Court,  a  replevin  law,  when  he  bad  determined  that  law 
on  the  part  of  the  Statetobe  unconstitutional.  There 
was  an  msolent  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  in  ordaining 
imprisonment  for  debt,  after  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
had  abolished  it  Sir,  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
purity  and  sanctity  of  the  judicial  character,  and  eul<^ies 
witliout  number  are  pronounced  upon  the  present  incum- 
bents. He  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  men  ;  it  was  the 
corporate  powers  of  the  judicial  department,  and  notvith 
the  Judgeii,  that  this  Senate  had  to  do  in  the  present 
question.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  ny,  that 
he  did  not  rate  very  liiglily  that  sanctity  whicli  was 
unceasingly  employed  in  profiining  the  State  laws,  and 
State  authorities — which,  in  the  exercise  of  a  little 
usurped  and  brief  authority,  outraged  the  sacred  princi- 
plea  of  freedom,  and  drew  into  contempt  the  most 
solemn  civil  institutions.  Sir,  you  have  in  the  rules  of 
court,  which  hare  just  been  read,  a  full  and  complex 
code  of  execution  laws  inc1u(hng  replevin — imprison- 
ment for  debt,  and  a  system  of  conveyancing.  The  very 
highest  attributes  of  sovereignty  are  exerted  in  conclave 
by  these  judges.  They  make  their  rules,  which  subject 
your  property  to  seizure  and  sale,  and  your  body  to 


Digitized  by 


dbvGoogle 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


85a 


JuiidtU  Preeas. 


[SENATE. 


bqiriKHimefit.  "they  tfe  not  printed  not  promulfj^d ;  ttnd 
nt,Eke  the  hws  of  the  Tyrant,  they  roust  govern,  though 
tky- cannot  be  rcad»  or  known.  Sir,  sua  Mr-  Rovj,ir, 
ve  aire  this  day  debating  whether  the  Judges  shall  exer- 
ciie  a  legvlatire  power  to  an  extent,  and  in  a  manner, 
v^iicb  drew  upon  that  tyrant,  tlie  Just  execration  of  all 
mankind.  Our  freedom  connsts,  esuentiaUy,  in  the  fact, 
tiat  we  are  goremed  by  laws,  made  by  ounelves — that 
Ibe  will  of  the  m^ority,  definitely  ezpreased,  and  duly 
pnoidnted,  is  toe  only  power  to  which  freemen  are 
cemtnuned  to  bend.  But,  what  tt  the  judiual  doctrine 
wikh,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  tliis 
body^  Why,  not  that  the  roice  of  the  majority,  but  that 
the  »ai  of  one  or  two  Federal  Judges — under  (he  suppos- 
ed) the  laered  guidance  of  that  faitliful  monitor,  their  con- 
■cieDce— ahould  regulate  the  property  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people  of  tfaew  Statea — and  that,  too,  not  published, 
but  retained  In  the  office  of  their  own  clerk.  The  Judges 
and  the  lawyers  of  the  Court  well  know  what  the  rules 
■re,  and  the  people  may  know,  by  making  a  p'.l^mage 
to  ^e  ofKce  of  uie  clerk  and  paying  him  for  a  sight  of 
tbem.  Bat  that  the  Judges  and  the  lawyers  ^ould 
know  the  lav,  seemed  to  the  Senator  fh>m  Masaachusetta 
■nfficient.  It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that  the 
pe«^le  ahould  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  urged  by 
the  gentlemen  with  a  zeal,  which  he  had  but  little  ex- 
pected- He  would  notice  it  more  at  large  hereafler: 
nr  the  present,  he  was  concerned  with  the  Legislative 
power  asserted  for,  and  exercised  by  the  Judges.  Sir. 
■■id  Ifr.  Ko  WAV,  the  legislative  power,  accordinff  to  the 
theory  of  our  Government,  is  never  to  be  ezenused  but 
■nder  strict  responMbility  to  the  people,  whose  will  nves 
ob^atmy  force  to  thelaw.  But  under  what  responsibility 
do  the  Judges  l^^late?  They  are  in  office  for  life,  and 
can  only  be  removed  by  impeachment,  for  malfeasance 
in  office.  Their  office  is  judicial,  not  legislative.  Could 
tfaey  be  impeached  for  corrupt  legislation^  Would  it  be 
official  malfeasance?  They  were  commissioned  to  judge, 
not  to  Icf^slate— to  expound,  not  to  make  laws.  Their 
legislative  exertions  would  not  be  official,  and  so,  not 
Muject,  to  even  the  remote  and  nonrunat  responsibility  of 
impeachment. 

Mr  President,  all  the  distinguished  writers  upon  politi- 
cal science  agree  that  the  concentration  of  the  legislative, 
the  judicial,  and  the  executive  power  in  the  same  person, 
or  body,  constitutes  despotism.  These  three  powers 
were  exerdsed  by  the  Fedenl  Judg^  in  Kentucky ;  and 
that,  too,  in  relation  to  topics  the  most  critically  interest- 
ing of  any  that  foil  within  the  scope  of  those  powers,  in 
their  divided  and  best  adjusted  shape  ,  in  immediate 
relation  tothe  enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession 
of  his  property  by  the  citizen.  '  That,  surely,  is  the  high- 
est act  ctftovereignty,  which  takes  from  a  man  his  liberty, 
or  which  takes  from  one  man  his  property,  and  gives  to 
■nother ;  yet  these  Judges  make  the  rules  by  which  this  is 
done — they  expound  them,  and  they  execute  them.  Sir, 
■sil  Mr.  RuwxN,  if  this  thing  is  sanctioned,  we  have  gain-, 
•d  nothing  by  the  Revolution  ;  we  have  lost  by  it.  For 
«ich  a  power  was  never  asserted  for,  or  exercised  by,  the 
Judges  of  England.  It  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
people  of  that  countty.  The  people  of  that  Government 
nave,  at  various  periods  of  its  history,  been  very  much 
baraased  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy  and  corruption  of 
their  Judges,  but  they  never  were,  as  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky have  been,  oppressed  by  the  usurpation,  on  the 
ptrt  of  even  their  most  corrupt  (Judges,  of  the  legisla- 
tive power.  Sir,  this  assumption  of  tlie  legislative  power, 
by  the  Fedenl  Judges  of  Ke  ntuckv,  has  caused  much  anx- 
iety ta  the  people  of  that  State.  They  have  remonstrat- 
ed to  Congress,  repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly  against  it. 
Their  remonstrances  have  hitherto  boen  unavailing. 
They  have  been  patient,  not  from  any  proiicness  on  their 
puttoaubnittojudida],  or  any  other  kind  of  tyranny. 


butftom  a  lore  of  order,  and  in  the  hope  that  their- 
wrongs  would  be  redressed  by  Congress  j  when  that 
hope  ceases,  let  the  petty  oppressors  beware  bow,  and 
upon  whom,  they  exercise  their  ill-derived  power.  But, 
Mr.  President,  why  should  their  reasonable  expectations 
of  redress  from  Congress  be  disappointed  ?     What  is 
there  in  judicfial  legislation  which  can  enamour  Con- 
gress with  it  f   The  excellence  of  all  lefi^slation'  is  in. 
the  adaptaticm  of  the  taws,  by  those  whq  make  them,  to 
the  condition  ot  those  for  whom  they  are  made.  The 
Judges  are  not  from  among  the  people;  they  are,bytheir of- 
fice and  their  salaries,  placed  above  the  fluctuations,  and 
freed  from  the  cares,  to  which  the  people  are  unceasingly 
exposed.  They  cannot,  therefore,  if  they  were  qualified, 
in  other  respects,  be  sufficiently  acc|uainted  with  the  will 
of  the  people,  th^  wants  and  tlieir  lufTerings,  to  legis- 
late benefichilly  for  tbem.    But,  Sir,  when  did  tJiis  idem 
of  judicial  legislAtion  first  present  itself  to  the  American 
People  ?    The  law  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Judges 
to  alter  the  forms  of  process,  and  to  make  rules,  for  toe 
regulalion  of  its  own  judicial  proceeding  in  court,  was, 
we  all  know,  passed  in  1789,  and  re-enacted  in  Hay,  179^ 
But  nobody  ever  thought  that  either  of  these  laws  con- 
ferred legislative  power  upon  the  Judges.    They  them* 
selves  were  unconscious  of  possessing  any  such  power. 
The  alteration  of  State  process,  in  the  article  of  form 
only,  so  as  to  adapt  ita  use  to  the  organic  structure  of  the 
Federal  Courts,  was  known  to  be  all  that  was  intended  by 
Congress,  in  Uiose  acta.    Nor,  sir,  did  the  Courts  ever 
dream  of  exercinng  any  other  or  further  power  under 
color  of  tlioae  acts,  until  since  the  war,  and  the  estab* 
lishroent  of  the  United  States  Bank.  The  experiment  was 
drst  made  in  Kentucky,  in  the  case,  and  under  the  auspices, 
of  that  Bank— backed  hy  all  the  talents,  influence,  and 
weight  of  character,  which  that  ijistitution  possesses  so 
amply  the  means  of  enlisting.    The  experiment  was, 
unhappily,  but  too  successful.    The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts telU  us  that  the  invalidity  of  the  Kentucky 
execution  laws  was  a  great  evil,  and  that  the  Judges  were 
called  upon  to  apply  tlie  remedy.    It  is  admitted  to  be 
ihedutyoftiie  Judges  to  apply  the  remedy.    But  it  is 
asserted  to  be  ilie  right  of  the  Legislature  to  make  it. 
Every  remedy  pre-suppoaes  an  evS.    To  explore  the 
condition  of  society,  to  ascertain  the  existing  evil, 
and  to  frame  and  suit  the  remedy  to  the  evil,  is  the 
province  of  the  sUtesnian.    To  apply  the  remedy,  when 
provided,  is  the  duty  of  the  Judge.  Neither  should  trench 
upon  the  province  of  th6  other.  These  different  duties  re- 
quire very  dilFerent  capacities  and  attainments,  so  that  the 
apology  offered  by  the  gentleman,  for  theJ  udge8.i8,at  best, 
but  the  sUle  apology  for  oppression.    The  plea  of  neces- 
sity is  the  habitual  excuse  for  tyranny.  But  if  the  Judges 
had  felt  the  urgency  of  that  necessity,  which  the  gentle- 
men  asserts  in  their  behalf,  why  did  they  not  refer  the  case 
to  Congress,  whose  exclusive  province  it  is  to  legislate  for 
the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  ?   Sir,  the  legitimate 
source  of  the  governing  power  in  this  country,  as  we  all 
know,  is  in  the  People.  None  can  be  exerted  by  any  pub- 
lie  functionary  which  has  not  been  delegated. 

How  much  more  becoming  and  decent  would  it  have 
been  in  those  Judges,  if  they  had  even  believed  the  State 
laws  to  liave  been  unconstitutional,  to  have  surrendered 
their  judgment  to  that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  until 
Congress  could  have  passed  upon  the  subject  (  to  have 
supposed  that,  according  to  any,  and  every  rational  cri- 
tfcrion  of  correctness,  that  half  a  million  of  intelligent  peo- 
ple, who  compose  the  State  of  Kentucky,  were  nghl, 
and  they  wrong  j  than  to  have  bewildered  themselves  in 
the  mazes  of  abstraction,  to  find  that  the  lepj  obligation 
of  a  contract  consisted  in  the  remedy  alone.  Sir,  tiiel(wic 
of  the  Judges  upon  this  subject  is  new,  and  somewhat 
curious,  but  more  dangerous  than  either.  It  is  thus  they 
reason:  "  The  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes  prondes 
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th»t  no  State  ilul)  pass  »ny  Uw  impairinff  the  obtif^tion 
of  eontmeUt  the  nbtigation  of  a  contract  consists  alone 
in  the  remedy  for  its  enforcement ;  any  Sute  Uw  wliich 
varies  the  remedy,  impairs  the  obligation  of  all  existing 
contracts,  and  is,  therefure,  as  to  them,  iinconatituliimal 
and  void."  1  he  evident  tendency  of  (his  doctrine,  if  its 
abiiurdity  could  be  tolerated,  is  consolidation.  ^  It  it  to 
paralyze  the  Butes,  by  denying  them  the  exercise  of  the 
legishuiive  power,  upon  which  alone  ih«r  freedom  and 
their  happinesi  depends.  The  laws  of  right  and  wrong 
are  divine  and  unalterable.  The  laws  for  the  siippres- 
Hon  of  wrong  and  the  enforcement  of  right,  are  human, 
mnd  may  be  modified  and  varied  to  suit  the  varying  or 
varied  state  of  society,  as  the  wisdom  of  the  people,  legi- 
timately  exercised,  shall  dictate.  The  language  ofreason 
which  has  hadthe  practical  sanction  of  all  free  governments 
and  without  which  free  governments  could  not  exist.is  that 
the  remedy  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  legislative 
power.  The  gentleman  may  say— as  he  said  in  relation  to 
the  execution  Uw  of  Kentucky— the  sovereign  legisUtive 
power  may  be  misexercised  or  abused  j  and,  in  that  case, 
5ie  FedemI  Judges  must  apply  the  remetl^  to  the  evil. 
He  would  answer,  that  the  power  of  enachng  remedial 
laws  must  be  lodged  some  AThere,  and  that  the  people 
vert,  at  least,  as  safo  a  depowtopy  of  that  power  as  the 
Judges  (  besides,  if  it  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Judges,  they  too,  miglit  misexercise  or  abuse  it  t  and  who, 
in  that  case,  should  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evil  ?  For  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  whereevcr  there  is  an 
evil,  there  musi  be  a  remedy.  Mi-.  R.  said  he  agreed  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  remedy  for  every  evil  ;  he  was  sorry, 
however,  to  say,  that  tht  fact  was  not  always  so.  There 
existed  many  evils,  for  which  remedies  had  not  been  pro. 
Tided  i  and  among  the  m^tst  enormous  and  grievous  evil 
ofthat  character,  was  the  iisiirpatlon  of  legisl*tive  pow<?r 
by  the  Judges.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  the  gentleman 
■iipport  hU  doctrine  by  i>is  vole,  and  assist  m  furnislung 
the  appropriate  remedy  for  this  most  affl.cting  evd.  Tlits 
evil,  whicli,  by  vioUting  the  great  principles  of  our  free 
inatitutions,  leads  to.  and  threatens  the  destruction  of 
oar  liberty  t  whicli,  byu<iirping  the  power  of  the  States, 
tiireatens  their  absorption  i  which,  by  cancedmg  to  the 
Jurlges  the  exercise  of  legisUtive  pnw.  r,  denies  to  the 
States  the  right  of  reguUtm  their  own  remedial  system, 
accordinif  to  their  own  will.  Sir,  the  gentleman  woiil  I 
remedy  what  he  miscaUs  an  evil  in  Kentucky,  by  an  mfi 
nitely  greater  evil.  He  says,  virtually,  that  the  people 
of  that  aiate  have  abased  the  legisUtive  power,  and  pro- 
poies  to  remedy  the  evil,  by  transferring  that  power  to 
toe  Judges,  withriut  provid-ng  a  remedy  tor  its  wbuse  by 
them.  He  i»  right  in  proposing  no  r.-m--dy  for  their 
»bu«sof  this  puwor;  for  when  it  is  once  conceded  to 
them,  it  will  be  i  lie  to  talk  of  a  remedy  f^r  thi;ir  perycr- 
•ion  or  abuse  of  it  It  must  be  irresponsibly,  and  wdl,  of 
course,  be  irremediably  exercised.  But  are  we  prepared 
fhr  such  a  state  of  thing*  ?  Are  we  prepared  to  s.mct.on 
bennmnet  which  will  lead  to  such  a  result  ?  Mr.  Presi 
dent,  the  boundaries  between  right  and  remedy  are 
planted  deep  in  nature— the  distiiiclion  between  them 
U  obvious  and  plain.  Shall  they  be  confounded,  and  the 
States  be  depriveil  of  their  legitimate  power,  by  judicial 
mystecism  ?  Shall  it  be  filched  from  them  by  judicial 
at^tleties,  or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  t  Sir,  the 
MW  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire-drawn,  too  sublimat- 
ed, too  evanescent,  for  the  use  of  a  republican  people. 
Tli«  Judges  should  be  permitted  to  amuse  themselves 
wiUl  it  as  a  sparkling  abstraction,  a  pretty  Utile  brilliant, 
A  vlittering  pageant  of  the  fancy,  or,  if  ytm  pU"*.  »" 
intellectual  aurora  bowalis— but  nothing  more  or  ferther. 
They  should  not  be  allowed  to  experiment  with  it  upon 
the  common  lense  of  the  people,  at  the  Imard  of  their 
liberty  :  itiU  lest  •hould  they  be  permitted  to  impose  it 
the         M  the  phm,  upon  whwh  aloiie  they  couM 


exercise  the  power  of  remedial  lef^slation.  They  ihoald 
not  be  permitted  to  send  it  abroad  among  the  States  as  ft 
destroying  angel,  as  impalpable,  ami  as  destruclive"  of 
their  rights,  as  was  the  visit  of  that  mysterious  agent  to 
the  first.born  of  the  Egyptians.  Sir,  mystery  on  the  part 
of  the  political  agents,  in  any  government,  U  the  mrc 
harbinger  of  the  oppression  of  the  people,  tt  addrenes 
itself  to  *he  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind- Ami  common  sense,  or  the  power  uf  reason,  is  tho 
criterion  to  which  alone  should  be  referred  the  propriety 
or  justness  of  any  measure  which  may  affect  the  liber^ 
or  the  happiness  of  man.  To  the  test  of  this  standard 
alone,  should  every  thing  which  affects  his  rights  or  hia 
interest  be  subjected.  Common  sense  revoltsat  the  idea 
that  tile  Legislature  may  provide  a  remedy  for  contingent 
and  possible  evils;  but  ought  not,  and  cannot,  exert  any 
remedial  agencyforthe  mitigation  of  apresentand  urgent 
evil.  That  they  may  provide  a  remedy  for  eviU  whidk 
may  never  happen,  but  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  tho 
reme<liBl  power,  sonen  those  which  arepresent  and  press- 
ing Sir.  a  wise  Legislature  is  like  a  wine  and  skilfiil 
physician,  whose  duty  it  is,  not  only  to  prevent,  but,  by 
remedial  application^  to  cure  maladies,  and  to  soften,  b/ 
judicious  lenitives,  those  which  cannot  be  cured. 

One  gentleman,  [Mr.  H'Laitb]  says,  that  the  Judiciary 
is  the  mrwi  important  department  in  our  Government. 
He  compares  it  to  a  fixed  star,  shedding  its  clear,  but  mild 
light,  throughout  tlie  political  hori  zoii.  He,  too,  pro* 
iiounces  a  eulogy  upon  the  Juilges,  and  says  they  can  have 
no  motive  tu  do  wrong.  It  'u,  '.said  Mr.  R.)  a  sound  rule 
ill  legislation,  to  suppose  the  worst,  and  provide  gainst 
it.  Thejudges  are  men,  and  bowevergood  they  may  bCa 
their  successors  may  not  be  so.  Wi^e  men  are  aubject  to 
the  ciT.'ra  of  humjii  frailty ;  foolish  and  vicious  men  are 
never  without  motives  to  do  wrong.  The  Judges  are 
me!),  and  it  is  wise  in  the  L:;gis1attire  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  exertion  ofthclr  poiver,  either  weakly  or  wicked* 
iy.  While,  like  the  fixed  star  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman, 
tliey  continued  to  occupy  their  appropriate  sphere,  and 
to  shed  their  lustre  upon  the  other  departments,  they 
would  have  his  approbation.  But  when,  instead  of  the 
benignant  beamiiij:^  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursued  the 
erratic,  and  des^Uting  course  of  a  blazing  comet,  threat, 
ning  destruction  to  their  coordinate  orbd,  he  must  be 
pardoned  fur  witiiholdiiighisapprobation.  But,  to  change 
the 'figure  of  the  gentlemen,  for  one  less  sublimated,  ne 
would  say  that  the  Judges,  when  caught  poaching  upon 
the  legislative  manor,  should  be  driven  on,  and  tatiglit  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  judicial  demesne;  and,  dropping 
the  figurative,  into  which  he  had  been  seduced  by  tho 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  he  was  willing  to  admit  that 
the  Judiciary  were  an  important  department  in  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  their  important  iisefulnesa  consisted  in 
the  enlightened  and  faithful  performance  of  their  appro- 
priate duties.  Tlieir  duty  was,  he  repeated,  to  expound, 
not  to  make  laws.  It  was  very  far  from  his  desire  to 
disparage  the  Jiidiciarj-,  or  the  Judges.  He  would  avu)^ 
alike,  an  idolatrous  admiration,  and  a  causeless  censure, 
of  tlie  Judges.  They  were  not  more,  and  he  would  not 
have  them  thought  to  be  less,  than  men.  But  he  protested, 
once  for  alt,  against  the  morbid  sensibility  dispUyed  by 
many  gentlemen,  whenever  the  powers  or  the  duties  M 
these  Judges  were  drawn  into  discussion.  Sir,  the  Judi- 
cial power  is  not  of  a  complexion  so  delicate,  nor  of  a 
te.xture  so  tender,  that  it  cannot  bear  the  breath  of  dis- 
passionate scrutiny — at  least,  such  was  not  the  charsctCT 
(if  that  portion  of  it  which  was  exerted  in  vaeatinx  ^ 
Execution  Uws  of  Kentucky,  and  in  creating  a  code  of 
its  own.  It  was  hardy  enough,  in  thai  instancdi  to  dcQr 
and  override  the  public  sentiment  of  that  State-nrnd  to 
outrage  decency,  and  consistency  in  the  manner  of  doing 
it,  as  he  trusted,  he  had  sufficiently  shown  in  that  part  of 
his  arguqent,  which  related  to  the  Execution  Cod* 
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tiucted  by  the  Judfpes.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
witboQt  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  whenever 
the  most  vigilant  scrutiny  of  the  people's  representatives 
rinUbe  withdrawn  from  that  department,  the  liberties  of  the 
people  will  be  endangered.  Sir,  that  is  the  department 
tbrong^  which  oppression  of  every  kind,  and  from  every 
quarter,  will  attempt  to  smuggle  itself  upon  the  people. 
It  ia  noder  color*  and  through  the  avenues  of  justice,  in 
erety  gorenunent,  that  corporations  exert  their  uri&to- 
entic  influencea.  It  is  through  that  medium*  masked  in 
the  forms  of  rules  and  usages  of  law,  that  oppression  of 
every  kind  finds  it  ww  to  the  people.  Tlie  power  of 
wealth,  and  of  all  the  jfaCtitious  distinctions  which  arise 
in  society,  is  harmless  witiiout  the  connivance  of  tlie 
Judges.  Sanctioned  by  them,  it  ia  renstless — it  isniinous. 
Liberty,  Mr.  President,  is  never  taken  from  a  people  at 
once*  in  the'>r  a^regate  capacity.  It  is  taken  now  from 
one,  and  then  from  another,  under  pretence  of  luw, 
and  with  the  sanction  of  its  forms,  until  the  only  liberty 
left  b  the  fiberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the  poor— th^ 
strong,  the  weak  ?  and  it  ceases  to  be  enjoyed  by  the" 
dtizena,  only  because  of  the  resistless  sanctity  with  which 
itbM  beenwmted  from  them.  Somet>ines»  intleed,  it 
loses  its  fragrance  b^  the  frequency  of  its  violation,  and 
the  people  abandon  it  in  disgust,  or  submit  in  despair. 
But  in  no  free  Government  can  the  people  be  oppressed 
cr  enslaved  vithout  the  consent  of  the  Judges. 

No  man,  as  you  may  perceive,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  rates  the 
ndiciat  character  higher  than  I  do.  Btit  it  is  only  valua- 
ble wbcn  it  doM  its  dut}-,  and  then  it  is  inestimably  so. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  requiring  the  Jndges  to  do  their 
duhr,  their  whole  duty,  and  nothing  but  thair  duty.  The 
£flerencc  between  the  Senator  from  Delaware  and  him- 
self, consisted  in  the  sapposition,  by-that  gentleman,  that 
tbe  Judges  would  always  do  their  duty,  and  no  more  ; 
and  by  bun,  thst  tlie>-  might,  and  would,  if  the  restraining 
ngilauce  of  the  people  were  withdrawn,  often  transcend 
their  duty.  He  was  willing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient 
or  modern,  for  the^correctnesB.  or  liis  opinion.  He  was 
yenoaded  that  both  would  bear  testimony  in  his  favor. 
But  why  appeal,  said  Mr.  R ,  to  history^  Why  go  to 
Rome,,  to  Greece,  to  Carthage,  or  to  England,  in  quest  of 
bets  ^  Have  we  not  facts  enough  at  home — at  hand — of  n 
modem  and  domestic  character  t  Have  not  the  Federal 
Judges  boldly  and  unbltishingly.  enacted  a  code  ot 
Eseeutton  Laws  for  the  Kentucky  District  ?  Has  not 
lliat  State  again  and  again  remonstrated  against  their 
usurpation  of  the  Legislative  power  ^  It  was  alleged  by 
Cicero,  in  his  prosecution  of  Verres.  as  an  outrage  of  the 
■tmost'entM-mity,  that,  in  his  character  of  Qujcstor,  he  hod 
caused  the  punishment  of  stripes  to  be  inflicted  upon  a 
Roman  citizen,  for  an  alleged  crime  ;  and  that,  too,  in  the 
most  degenerate  state  of  the  Roman  Republic.  And  shall 
ft  be  thougbt  a  light  matter,  in  our  Republic,  yet  in  its 
youth  and  vigor,  that  two  Federal  Judges  passed  a  law 
wbjecting  the  free  citizens  of  the  State  of  KenUtcky  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  lliat  State  ? 
That  they  not  only  fiassed  a  law,  making  iudebtednesa  a 
•rime,  but  aetiially  indicted,  by  their  decision,  (he  punish- 
Bent  of  impriaoninent,  by  virtue  of  dieir  owu  lav,  upon 
many  unTortunnte  debtors  within  that  State. 

Now,  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  R.,  if  to  inflict  stripes  upon  the  body 
of  a  Roman  citizen,  charged  with  a  crime,  could  draw 
forth  from  that  immortal  orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst 
«f  indignant  eloquence,  what  sensations  of  indignance 
•agbt  to  be  felt  b^r  the  patriots  of  this  free  and  enlight- 
ened countiy  agunst  the  Judge  who^  without  color  of 
crime  ■  unleaa  bmavenwnts  ana  misfortune  subject  their 
lictims  to  that  imputation — by  a  law  of  his  own  enaction, 
knd  by  bU  own  decision  upon  that  law,  and  by  the  agen- 

Set  his  own  marshal,  has  thrown  into  prison  all  the 
btors  of  his  court '. — who  has  ordiuned,  by  rule  of 
<mit,  that  poveHy  idiati  be  puniAed  with  loss  of  liberty  1 
YnfcIV— J3 


Sir,  this  is  a  point  upon  which,  it  would  seem  to  me,ther« 
ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  this  body  and  throughout  th* 
United  States,  if  you  accord  to  the  judges  the  power  of 
making  law  s,  you  do  by  that  very  act  surrender  to  them 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  Guvernment.  If  you  permit 
them  to  carry  into  effect,  by  their  own  judgment,  ths 
lawswiiich  they  sliidl  h>tve  made,  yoii  transform  the  lle- 
pubhc  into  an  Oligarchy  ;  aqd  if,  in  addition  to  the  power 
of  making  and  interpretiajj  tbe  laws,  you  permit  them  to 
execute  them,  you  substitute  despotism  for  repubUean- 
isni,  and  oppression  and  slavery  for  Ireedom.  ' 

But  I  feel  almost  as  hamed  to  be  urging,  upon  this  body, 
arguments,  of  any  kind,  to  prove  what  ought  to  be  taken 
for  granted.  Sir,  that  the  Legislative,  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  Kxecutive  powers,  should  be  kept  separate  and  dis* 
tinct,  ami  should  be  exercised  by  distinct  bodies  of  ma- 
gistracy, is  an  elementary  truth  acknowledged  by  all.  It 
is  recognized  in  most  of  the  State  Constitutions,  andde* 
clared  to  be  essential  to  tbe  freedom  of  the  People  t  and, 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  tliey  are  separat- 
ed with  an  etnpli.itic  caution.  And  yet  the  assumption 
of  this  power  b^-  the  Judges  seems  to  excite  no  alarm. 
So  for  from  exciting  alarm,  it  is  approved  and  advocated 
by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  a  portentous  indifference  dit> 
played  by  the  States  in  relation  to  Mie  violation  of  thn 
great  principles  upon  which  their  rights  depend.  When 
those  principles  are  outraged  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  injured  St.itc  cumplaina,  but  her  complsints 
are  not  heard,  or,  rather,  not  reg.irded.  by  the  others; or, 
if  heard,  they  are  regarded  as  the  ebullitions  of  a  feverish 
impatience,  of  a  restless  and  insubordinate  temper,  enti- 
tled rather  to  reprobation  than  sympathy.  And  whytcan 
the  injured  State  do  more  than  complain  *  She  cannot 
alone  repel  encroachment  upon  her  rights,  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  The  strength  of  each  State  is  in  the 
united  efforts  of  them  all,  or,  at  least,  of  a  majority  of 
them.  And  how  can  that  majority  be  enlisted  in  tho 
cause  of  the  injured  Sute  ?  Not  by  an  appeal  to  her  vi- 
olated principles  of  State  rights,  nor  by  any  portraiture 
of  the  wrongs  which  have  been  done  lier — nor  by  any 
invocation  or  remonstrance- which  she  can  make:  for  Ken- 
tucky has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  the  usurpation  of  legislative  power  by  th« 
Federal  Judges. 

Sir,  it  is  gruatty  to  be  feared  that  it  is  w'rtlt  the  States 
as  with  individuals — they  are  only  to  be  awakened  to  m 
sense  of  their  wrongs,  by  tlicir  suRerings.  It  is  owing 
almost  exclusively  lo  this  cause  thai  tyranny  prcvailsj  or 
oppression  exists,  or  ever  has  existed,  in  the  world.  Th» 
heavy  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  laifl  upon  a  majority  of 
the  I'eople  at  the  same  time.  If  they  were,  awakened  by 
their  injuries  to  a  sense  of  their  rights,  they  would  anni- 
hilate the  tyrant.  It  is  so  witji  the  States — if  a  majority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federal  Judges  defy  their  laws, 
and  tUspose  of  the  property  and  the  liberty  of  their  citi- 
zens, by  laws  arbitrarily  made  by  themselves,  they  would 
iiuve  felt  the  outrage  keenly  and  redressed  it  instantly. 
Dut  be  feared  that,  until  the  Judgeb  should  exert  their 
legislative  power  in  the  other  States  as  opprcsuvaly  m 
they  had  in  Kentucky,  they  would  notawaken  to  the  dan- 
gers with  which  they  were  threatened.  They  would  nnt 
awaken  to  the  consciousness  that,  in  their  connivance  at 
the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  Kentucky,  they  virtually  sur- 
render their  own  rights,  to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  the  vi- 
olated rights  at  .which  they  have  connived.  But  why  talk 
of  rights  f  >Vhen  ybu  have  surreivlered  to  the  Judges 
the  power  of  legislation,  there  are  no  rights  left.  You 
may,  and  no  doubt  will,  have  a  splendid,  but  you  will  no 
longer  have  a  free  Government.  You  may  have  fine 
roads,  and  magnificent  canals,  made  for  you  out  of  your 
own  money,  and  by  this  bright  illusion  your  attention  may 
be  diverted  from  the  inudious  underminings  of  your 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S55  GALES  &  SKA:rON'S  ll£GISTEB  356 


SENATE.] 


Jitdte'al  Pneea. 


[Fn.  30, 1838. 


riglits  and  your  UberCy,  by  the  Judiciary  Departtnent  of 
the  General  Government.  But  unless  you  associate  with 
R  quenchless  love  of  Rberty,  and  an  invincible  ardor  to 
maintain  it,  tlic  most  untiringc  vi^lance,  your  roads  will 
be  travelled,  and  your  canals  navigated,  by  an  oppressed 
and  enslaved,  not  by  a  free  People.  Sir,  evtfn  now,  while 
the  Judges  are  le^slatin^  for  the  States,  the  General  Go- 
Temment  has,  throtifrh  the  head  of  the  Treasunr  Depart- 
ment, asserted  its  right  to  regulate  the  labor  of  the  Peo- 

Ele  of  the  States.  Sir,  the  master  rc|fulates  the  labor  of 
is  slaves— a  free  People  regulate  their  own  labor. 
Mr.  President,  I  could  not  but  remark,  that,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  tliis  matter,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Wxbstkr]  instead  of  arguing  the  question  relative 
to  the  right  of  tlie  Judges  to  make  execution  laws — in- 
ttea:!  of  attempting  to  prove,  by  some  principle  in  the 
science  of  politics,  heretofore  undeveloped,  that  this  poW' 
er  to  legislate  might  be  judiciously  and  safely  inferred  for, 
and  confided  to  the  Judges — lias,  throughout,  taken  it  for 
granted  that  they  possess  tlie  power,  tie  is  willing,  to  be 
■ure,  to  limit  it — to  restrain  it.  Ue  is  wilUng  that  they 
■hall  not  legislate  as  to  the  manner  in  which  lands  and 
slaves  shall  be  sold,  under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  But, 
Sir,  that  will  not  satisfy  the  People  of  that  Stale— it  ought 
not  to  satisfy  the  People  of  the  United  States.  The  Peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  insist  that  either  Congress  shall  furnish 
an  execution  code  for  the  United  States'  Courts  within 
the  States,  or  that  executions  emanating  from  those  courts 
shall  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  the  execution 
laws  of  tlie  States  respectively.  They  insist  that  the 
Congress  and  tlie  Legislatures  of  the  Stales  possess  the 
only  law-making  powt-r  which  exists  among  tis.  They 
deny  that  either  is  so  far  decayed  as  to  grow  and  sustun 
this  excrescent  power  asserted  for  the  Judges.  They 
will  have  none  of  it,  and  they  invoke  you  to  save  them, 
by  removing  it,  from  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  resisting 
it.  There  u  a  pcunt  beyond  which  any  thing  would  be 
better  than  feri>eanuice.  Kentucky  has  been  made  to 
drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  humiliation — her  whole  reme- 
dial system  has  been,  at  one  time  or  other,  violated  by 
thosi  Judges.  First,  the  power  of  legislating  over  the 
soil  within  her  territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation 
of  her  occupying  Claimant  Laws.  Next,  her  repUvin  and 
Taluation  laws  were  vacated.  And  last,  though  not  k'sot, 
her  citizens  were  imprisoned  b^  them,  under  color  of 
rulci  made  by  themselves,  and  m  contravention  of  the 
lavs  of  the  State.  Iler  patience  and  forbearance  has  not 
been  exceeded  by  even  these  enormities  upon  her  riglits. 
Her  confidence  in  the  General  Government  has  been  the 
cauve  oS  her  patience.  She  has  looked  to  that  Govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  these  outrages.  The  fate  of  this 
bill  will  determine  whether  her  confidence  has  been  well 
founded  or  not. 

But  the  objections  mode  to  the  provisions  of  the  bi'l, 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wzbstxb,  J  demand  special  atten- 
tion. Before  he  examined  them,  however,  he  could  not 
but  notice  the  answer  which  the  eentleman  gave  to  the 
VgomentJ  of  the  Senator  from  IliinoiE.  That  Senator 
was  anxious  for  the  passage  of  this,  or  some  other  bill, 
to  regidate  tlie  process  of  the  Federal  Court  in  that 
State.  He  stated  that  the  process  act  of  1792  did  not 
extend  to  the  State  ofllinois,  fahe  having  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  that  period,  and  that  Judge  Pope 
had  refused  to  make  process  rules  or  laws  for  hu  Court ; 
consequently,  that  business  in  that  Court  was  at  a  stand. 
Bifi  the  conduct  of  Judge  Pope,  in  this  partictdar,  was 
such  as  I  should  have  expected,  from  my  knowledge 
of  hi*  talents  and  his  virtues.  His  refusal  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,  does  honor  to  hiH  heart,  and  his  head. 
He  posesaes  too  much  intelligence  and  humanity — too 
macn  respect  for  himself,  and  too  clear  a  knowledge  of 
the  rightt  of  the  States^  and  of  the  extent  and  limits  of  his 
own  lepttmate  powers^  to  pervert  the  one  to  the  vioU- 


tion  of  the  otheh  He  will  always  do  what  he  wght  to 
do,' and  will  never  be  sedttced  or  driven  to  do  what  he 
ought  not  to  do.     He  is  not  the  kind  of  man  whom  the 

Eiossession  of  a  little  brief  authority  would  be  likely  to 
cad  to  its  lawless  extension.  But  the  reply  made  to  thtt 
complaints  f>x>m  Illinois,  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wkb* 
STKB,]  was  wmply  that  those  complaints  were  groundless  i 
that  there  was  no  defect  of  Law  in  relatitm  to  that  State  i 
that  the  Judge  could,  by  a  single  rule  upon  his  order 
book,  have  adopted  the  process  code  of  the  State.  Jk 
Judge  make  a  code  of  Execution  laws,  by  a  «mple  entty 
upon  his  order  book'!!  There  is,  Mr.  I^sident,  aoma- 
thing  grand,  something  of  the  moral  sublime  in  this.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  light-produeing  fiat  lux  H  Juv 
era/."  Now,  sir,alUiough  I  hkethe  brevity  andthe-enei^ 
of  this  operation,  I  ant  not  cmivinced  of  its  legitimacr. 
Whence  the  power  of  the  Judge  to  adopt  the  code  oflltt* 
nois  ^  Could  he  adopt  the  process  laws  of  other  States,  or 
of  any  other  kingdom,  or  nation  >  If  he  could  not,  whjr 
could  he  not  ?  There  is  no  power  conferred  upon  bita, 
by  act  of  Congress,  to  adopt  the  laws  oftl»t,or  any  oUicr 
State.  He  miglit  be  led,  by  conaderations  of  fitneasi  to 
adopt  the  laws  of  that  State — as  he  certainly  ought,  if  hs 

Eossessed  the  power.  But  the  power,  if  possessed,  waa 
eld  under  no  restrictions,  as  to  the  subject  or  manner 
of  executing  it,  but  those  which  the  will  of  the  Judge 
might  impose.  The  adaption  of  a  law  is  equivalent  to  the 
making  ot  it — it  is  a  virtual  making  of  it.  Ilie  law,  when 
adopted,  is  as  obligatory  as  if  it  hadbeen  enacted.  Ita  obH- 
gstoryforce  results'fi-om  the  exercise  of  tfiesovereignlegio. 
litive  power  in  its  adoption.  BIackBtone,quotedby  toe  gea- 
tieman  to  another  pouit,  tells  us  that  '*  sorer«gnty  and  le- 
"  giblalion  arc  convertible  terms — that  the  one  cannot 
**  subsist  without  the  other."  The  gentleman  would 
have  the  Judge  of  lUinots  to  exert  the  highest  act  of  so- 
vereign power  ;  he  would  clothe  him  with  the  power  to 
make  a  code  of  laws,  than  which  a  greater  cannot  be  ex- 
erted by  the  Congress  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  President.  What  !  a  District  Jo^« 
of  Illinois,  possessing  as  much  legitJattve  power  as  can 
be  exerted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  united  ! 

Sir,  the  language  of  the  gentleman  shews  the  danger  of 
the  prii^ciple  for  which  he  contends,  lie  q»aks  cf  this 
nionstious  power  in  the  Judge  ua  little  matter;  as  a 
mere  thing  of  course,  of  which  nobody  ought  to  enter- 
lain  any  doubt  ;  and  in  relation  to  which  the  only  matter 
of  surprise  is,  that  the  Judge  should  have  hesitated  to 
exercise  it.  The  pith  and  substance  of  the  genthfman's 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is — Go  to  the  District 
Judge  of  your  Bute  t  it  is  his  province  to  make '  the  pro- 
cess laws  which  you  need  }  why  will  you  tease  Congvesa 
about  a  matter  which  ynu  can  have  done  M  easily  and  as 
dispatchfully  at  home  :  it  is  a  small  job  ;  nothing  but  a 
system  of  laws,  regnlating  the  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
perty of  one  man  shall  be  taken  and  given  to  another  man, 
and  by  which  the  citizen  may  be  imprisoned,  if  he  &Hs 
to  comply  with  the  judgment  of  the  Court  i  bendesi  the 
Judge  will  know  so  much  belter  how  to  interpret  it  than 
if  it  were  made  by  Congress ;  and,  having  made  it  him- 
self, he  will  feel,  on  that  account*  a  gpeater  zeal  to  en- 
force it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  tlie  gentlaman  (Mr.  W.)  does  aol 
seem  to  perceive,  or,  if  he  doosi  be  has  not  indicated  i^ 
that,  if  the  Judges  pooseaa  the  power  which  he  contends 
the  J  udges  should  have  exerted  in  the  State  of  lllinoist  the 
Congress  do  not ;  and  that  if  the  Congress  do^  the  Judge* 
do  not.  I'hat  the  Congress  do  possess  it,  1  presume  no 
man  will  deny,  or  even  doubt.  It  is  pretended,  bowerer, 
that  the  Judges  possess  it  by  delegation  fi<om  the  Coo- 
greas  ;  that  the  act  which  authorizes  then  to  make  rale^ 
and  alter  the  forms  of  process,  invests  them  with  that  pow- 
er.  But  can  the  legislative  jpon  er  be  delegated  by  Con- 
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 .    

*«■  tl**""  constituents  and  the  Conatitution,  sppoint 
"iMmnU  to  do  it  for  them  >   Cui  they  legidate  by  tie. 

I  To  wbem  are  tha  sub-agents  ordeputicB  respon- 
M>le,and  whstisthe  nature  of  Iheirresponsibilities  >  Sir, 
other  tins  power  is  or  it  is  not  legislative.  If  it  is  l^gisU- 
tis^  it  cannot  be  delegated  to  the  Judges.  If  it  i»  not 
kfldUiTC,  and  is  a  ministerial  power  onh-,  then  I  yield 
j^i*  ojay  be  delegated.  But  who  can  doiibt  of  its  being- 
?  The  power  is  that  of  altering  the  forms  of 
|TCMi^  and  making  rules  for  the  regubklton  of  Judicial 
^nccedings ;  in  short,  the  power  of  making  Execmion 
Lavs.  Npv,  air,  we  ore  told  in  the  bools  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  himself,  tlwt  "kw  is  a  rule  of  civil  con- 
*  Aict,  prescKbed  by  the  supreme  power  of  the  State, 
**coawiandiBg  what  is  right,  and  pi-ohibiting  what  is 
" *'*"g-"  Of  course  a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  to  be 
sUgatoty,  must  be  prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  of 


Can  tliey,  instead  of  dmng  the  duties  assigned  to  \  legation  of  the  legislative  aiiihorily  to  the  State^  and  that 

 .  J  .u.  r.  (  ^^^y^  delegrition  can  no  more  be  made  to  them  than  to  the 

Judges.  This  argument  is  used  by  the  Chief  Justice,  in 
a  case  reporti'd  in  Whc-itoti.  1  was  sorry  to  see  an  aigu* 
meiit  which  I  considered  so  fiillacious,  so  deceptirc,  and 
which  leads  to  results  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  proceed 
from  that  esaltei)  jurl«t  i  and  I  regret  to  see  it  acquiring 
strength,  by  its  reiteration,  on  this  floor.  Sir,  the  cases  arc 
not  paruUcl.  In  the  one:  cusc,  the  will  of  the  Judges 
forms  the  law  for  the  People  ;  in  the  other  case,  the  will 
of  the  People  forms  the  law  for  themselves,  and,  by  the 
consent  and  atloption  of  Congress,  fortlie  federal  Judges. 
In  the  one  case,  the  law  emanates  from  tlie  will  of  the 
Judges  who  cannot  exercise  a  legislative  will,  and  upon 
whom  tliat  power  cannot  be  conferred.  II,  ncverthcleu, 
conlrots  the  will  of  the  People  :  in  the  other,  the  will  of 
the  People  is  elaborated  into  law  by  the  employment  of 

-  .  .  ,  -    -    the  constitutional  machinery,  and  is  selected  by  Congress 

tbe  State— end  being  so  prescribed,  must  be  a  law.  The  as  the  rule  of  the  Judges.  Tbe  Coiigressdoes  not  confer 
suK  book:  says,  "  by  the  sovereign  power  is  meant  the  |  upon  the  States  the  power  of  legisution  ;  that  power  is 
•*  asking  of  laws !  for  wherever  that  power  resides,  all  inherent  in  them :  and  the  Congress,  confiding  in  the  wis 


'othefi  nust  conform  to,  and  be  directed  by  it,  whatever 
-'appearance  the  outward  form  and-adminislratioiiofthe 
**<ievenia»t  may  put  on."  Would  the  gentlemen,  by 
Mpecduigthe  l^&btive  power  to  the  Judges,  h.ive  all 
•then  to  conform  to^  and  be  directed  by  it,  or,  which  is 


dom  of  its  exercise,  selects  the  law  which  is  .the  result  of 
the  legitimate  cxcrcioe  of  i>s  legislative  wisdom  by  the 
State,  as  the  nde  of  proceeding  in  the  Federal  Court.  It 
is  not  the  potential  legislative  will  of  tbe  States  that  is 
adopted  by  Congress.   It  is  the  exerted  will  embodied 


Me  suie  thn^,  by  them  *  Burlemaque  holds  tbe  same  !  into  law,  whichras  definite  law,  is  adopted  by  Congress 
ipinen.   lie  says,     the  first  part  of  sovereignty,  and  that  i  as  tl 


,     -    -  the  nile  of  the  Courts.  Sir,  we  have  two  Governments, 

wtiich  is,  as  it  were,  the  foundation  of  all  the  rest,  ia  the  !  and  are  btit  one  People.    Both  Governments  emanated 
**  IrgiaktiTc  power,  by  virtue  of  which   the  sovereign 
** estabhabea   general  rules,  which  are  called  laws."— 
\Btirkmmqttitf  52. }   Tbe  same  author  auigns  to  the  Legis 


Ware  the  power  and  the  duty  of  prrsctihingthe  "neces- 
*■  mrf  foriM  in  contracts  and  testaments.  I1ie  manner  of 
"pToeeedtng  in  Courts  of  Justice,"  &c.  &c.— [/rfen».  112  j 
Agsiis  he  ttays  that,  "  the  soverei(rn  ought^  therefore,  to 
"declare  tus  will,  and  to  administer  justice,  not  by  arbitrary 
"and  hasty  decrees,  but  by  mature  regidalions,  dulv 
"  pfWDUlgated."  Vsttel  says,  in  relation  to  this  subject 
ttt^  "the  Legislature  shoukl  ssiist  the  understanding 
"of  the  Judges^  force  their  prejudices  and  inclinations 
"  and  Mibjcct  their  will  to  simple,  fixed,  and  certaTn  niles." 
— [Faiieiy  137.]  The  same  writer,speakingin relation  to 
the sdmintstration  »f  justice,  says,  "when  the  forms  are 
'*  prejuiticial,  it  is  the  busincaa  of  tlie  (.^gialaturc  to 
"lefann  tl»^."— ./rfew,  139.]  Sir,  it  must  be  evident, 
Mt  only  from  the  nature  of  tilings  that  the  Legiblatnre 
mml  be  tbe  sovereign  power  In  every  State  {  but  the 
m^arities  which  I  have  read  are  all  to.  that  effect,  and 
pfove  that,  even  in  the  old  Goremments — immarchical, 
and  aristDcrKtical — the  power  of  making  the  rtrles,  and 
srtabBshing  tbe  forms  of  proceeding  in  Courts  of  Justice, 


from,  and  are  sustained  by,  the  will  of  the  same  People. 
There  is  not  a  greater  paradox  in  politics  than  the  belief 
tliat  the  same  People  have,  or  can  have,  two  wills  at  the 
same  time,  in  relation  to  the  same  subject  It  is,  there* 
fore,  immaterial  whether  they  express  their  will  upon  the 
subject  of  process,  through  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, or  their  Representatives  in  the  State  LegisUtures. 
Kxpressed  through  either  medium,  it  must  be  the  same. 
When,  tliepefore,  they  declare!  through  their  Represen< 
scntativcs  in  Congress,  that  their  declared  will,  through 
their  State  Representatives,  shall  be  the  rule  of  the  Fede- 
ral Courts,  they  do  not  confer  a  power  upon  th«r  State 
Representatives  to  declare  their  bindinf^  will,  but  adopt, 
as  a  binding  rule  upon  the  Courts,  their  declared  Will. 
Sir,  (here  is  no  mystery  about  this  thing — a  State  can  ne- 
vc'r  be  without  an  execution  law,  unless  the  People  lose 
the  power  of  will.  That  law  is  their  defined  will  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  it,  and  it  is,  in  its  defined  state, 
that  this  bill  proposes  to  adopt  it.  Then,  the  execution 
law  of  H,State  is  not  anile  imposed  by  that  SUte  upon 
tbe  Federal  Court— it  is  a  rule  created  for  its  own  courts, 
and  adopted  by  Congress,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  as  tlte 
rule  of  its  courts  in  thut  State.    And  why  should  not  th« 


beknged  not  to  the  Judges,  but  to  the  Legislature.   It  is,   same  rule  govern  both  courts.'  They  relate  to,  and  regu- 


thco,  a  legislative,  and  not  a  ministerial  power.  It  must 
b«  ezerciMd  by  the  Legislature,  and  cannot  be  exei  ciscd 
fe7  the  Judges.  It  does  not  belong  to  their  office  ;  they 
oiHiot  ohtam  it  by  delegation  ;  they  can  exert  it  by  usur* 
BOlion  only.  Is  it  not  strange,  «r,  that  we,  just  in  the  very 
Mver  of  onr  freedom,  should  be  a'nuous  to  concede  to 
the  Jttdges  the  exercise  of  tite  very  power  upon  which 
ewfibertyand  our  liappiness  depends  '  Sir, legislation 
IS  the  hfe's  blood,  the  very  soul  of  Government.  It  is  by 
kgiibtiaa  that  the  will  of  the  people  is  exerted  in  self- 
gotstiuacot.  And  it  tg  in  gevemiiig  themselves,  by  their 
*m  w3it  that  their  freedom  consists.  In  siirrencleting, 
tbcsrierc,  to  the  Judges  the  power  of  Legislation,  we 
■nrender  our  liberty,  our  freedom. 

But  tbe  gentleman  f  Mr.  Wissxaa]  says  thatall  the  argu- 
ments which  I  have  been  urging  against  the  delegation  of 
thb  power  to  the  Judges,  applies  with  equal  force  to  that 
psnsionof  the  bill  which  prescribes  to  the  Judge*  the 
meohoB  kwaof  the  States  iii  whicli  they  preride,  as  tbe 
iMtficn  Jnra  of  their  Courts,    lie  says  that  it  is  a  de- 


late the  concerns  and  the  interesta  of  the  same  People. 
But  foroigners  and  citizens  of  other  States  mav  sue  in  tbe 
Fcdend  Courts ;  and  what  of  that,  if,  when  they  ffo  into 
a  State  to  transact  baainesa,  by  contracts  or  otherwi8e,the 
law  of  the  State,  the  kx  loci,  must,  it  is  acknowledged  on 
all  hands,  govern  In  expounding  the  contracts.^— and  why 
not  the  remedial  laws  of  the  State,  tbe  lex  (oeiy  in  carry- 
ing them  into  eflTcct  t  Are  the  States  less  to  be  trusted, 
in  relation  to  the  laws  of  remedy,  than  of  right  ^  They 
are  both  the  deliberately  declared  will  of  the  same  Peo- 
ple, the  hitter  by  recognition,  the  former  by  creation. 
And,  if  tbe  Congress  were  to  enact  a  process  law,  the 
Representatives  of  the  respective  States  wpuld  he  £^th- 
less  to  their  constituents,  if  they  did  not  obey  their  wil^ 
as  expressed  in  the  process  law  of  their  State. 

Ur.  Pi-esident,  the  American  People  exhibit  the  firnt 
instance  of  one  people  with  two  goremments^  which  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  The  success  of  the  experiment,  (if, 
indeed,  it  is  destined  to  succeed,]  must  depend  essential- 
ly upon  the  manner  in  wUeh  the  will  of  the  People  Is 
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employed  by  their  Represent  stives,  in  workinjj  this  dou- 
ble miichinery.  The  State  Governments  are  more  imme- 
diately tinder  the  eye  of  the  People,  nnd  will,  he  more 
fikely  to  be  worked  by  their  will.  B<it,  unhappily,  in  this 
Hall,  their  will  is  not  in  quite  gucIi  ^o<k\  odour,  as  in  the 
States.  Here,  it  appeArs,  the  will  of  the  Government  i» 
more  venerated  than  the  will  of  llic  People.  The  will 
of  the  Judges  seems  to  be  all  the  rage  here.  They,  in- 
itead  of  being  governed,  as  they  ought,  by  the  will  of  the 
People,  must  control  that  will.  Sir,  there  is  no  legitimate 
^verning  power,  but  the  will  of  the  People  i  and  the 
substitution  of  any  oiher  wil>,  for  theirs,  is  an  abandon- 
ment  of  that  self-governing  power  of  the  People,  for 
which  they  fought,  and  in  which  alone,  1  repeat,  their  li- 
berty consists.  They  cannot  be  free  upon  any  other 
grounds.  If  they  are  not  governed  by  their  own,  they 
must  be  governed  by  some  otiier  will,  and  whether  that 
be  the  will  of  a  despot,  or  of  the  Jiidgca,  the  result,  in 
principle,  is  the  same.  They  are  the  vassals  of  the  des- 
pot, or  of  the  desjiots— the  Judges.  The  difference  is 
onlj'  in  the  masters  and  the  miinner  in  wtiich  they  esert 
thtir  governing  authority. 

Now,  Sir,  the  bill  proposes  to  refer  the  administration 
of  justice,  by  the  Fedcrd  Judges,  in  the  Slates,  to  the 
niles  settled  by  tlic  will  of  the  People  of  the  respective 
States.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  WnDSTXRjpropfHies  to  refer 
h  to  the  will  of  the  Judges,  whenever  the  will  of  thnse 
digiutariea  doea  not  accord  with  the  will  of  tlie  People. 
He  proposes,  indeed,  that  the  Judges  shall  exercise  a  su- 
pervisory power  over  the  States,  and  control  their  will,  by 
altering  tlieir  niles,  and  by  making  new  and  conflicting 
rules  of  their  own,  to  nver-ride  the  will  of  the  People  of 
the  SUtr.  by  the  will  of  the  Judges.  What,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  the  tendency  of  this  doctrine  *  What,  but  to 
make  the  Government  too  strong  for  the  People — to  trans- 
fer the  poiver  from  tlie  People  to  the  Government — to 
make  the  Government  splendid,  and  the  People  wretch- 
ed— to  enable  the  Government  to  oppress,  and  finally  en- 
slave the  People  !  Sir,  the  uppresVion  of  the  People  kaa 
always  been,  ^nd  will  always  be,  by  their  Goremments. 
The  power  delegated  to  promote  their  happiness  has  been 
turned  against  them,  and  employed  to  produce  their  mi- 
■ery.  The  manner  has  always  been,  as  I  have  stated,  the 
tubstitution,  by  the  fiinctionarieR,  under  various  prcten- 
•et,  of  their  own,  for  the  will  of  their  constituents. 

Sir,  by  conceding  this  power  to  the  Judges,  yon  do 
not  only  open  the  gates  of  the  city  of  your  fraedom  to  the 
•nemy,  but  you  invite  them  into  the  very  citadel ;  and, 
tfyau  permit  thtm  to  stay  there  long,  you  will  not  be 
idile,  take  my  word  for  it,  to  turn  them  aut.  Take  my 
word,  did  I  say  ?  No,  sir  :  take  the  word  of  all  history — 
•f  tlic  historj-  of  all  gsrernmenls.  Loak  abroad  at  the 
governments  of  tlie  world— are  they  free  *  And  why 
are  thsy  not  ?  Sir,  the  People  who  compose  them  were 
once  free  ;  tliey  were  formed  for  freedwn ;  nature  ma<le 
them  t»  be  free — she  never  made  a  slave.  They  have 
htcn  enslaved  by  the  weakness  or  wickedness  of  their 
•gents— of  their  representatives.  They  have  been  cheat- 
ad  out  of  their  liberty  i  they  have  yielded  their  poyer, 
under  the  illusive  belief  that  it  was  to  be  employed  to 
aeeure  and  promote  their  happiness,  and  have  fared,  as 
they  ought  to  have  anticipated — as  every  People  will  in- 
evitably fare,  who  trust  these  concerns  of  their  liberty  to 
the  agency  of  others,  whicb  they  can  perform  for  them- 
selves. Sir,  the  People  of  the  Sutes  can  make  as  good 
Execution  I^ws  for  tbemselves,  as  the  Federal  Judges 
can  make  for  them.  Yes,  sir,  better  than  even  Con- 
rress  can  make  for  them.  Tttey  should  not  only  not 
delegate  any  power  which  it  ia  practicable  for  them  to 
exercise  ;  but  they  sbouldreclahn,  as  soon  as  they  legi- 
timately can,  all  of  that  character  which  ia  now  in  a  state 
of  delegation.  Docs  any  man  believe  that  the  People 
could  not  themselves  elect  their  President  as  judiciously 
as  the  Electoral  College,  or  even  Cot^m  could  I  Sir, 


the  experience  of  every  day  admonishes  the  People  to  be 
jealousftf  their  power,  as  they  regard  their  liberty.  But 
why  wait  t*  be  admonished  by  their  own  sufTeiings 
why  not  learn  wisdom  from  the  folly  and  sufferings  of 

others  ? 

Mr.  President  :  The  sentiment  that  the  Congress,  and 
the  President,  and  the  Judgca,  are  too  exalted  to  be 
questioned,  in  relation  to  their  duties,  seems  to  be  per- 
vading tlie  pvihlic  mind.  It  is  certainly  strongly  advo- 
cated here.  .  The  advocates  of  this  atntiment  in  the  coan* 
try  point  to  the  grandeur  of  the  operations  of  the  Oeneitl 
Government  ;  to  the  exahed  posture  of  its  functionaries, 
and  ask,  triumphantly,  if  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
weakness  or  wickedness  were  ever  associated  with  lucb 
magnificence  ?  And  here  we  modestly  suppose  that  we 
ourselves  would  not  do  wrong,  and  that  the  wrong-doinfS 
of  otlicrs  could  not  escape  our  detection. 

Sir,  the  American  People  are  at  this  moment,  and  fof 
the  last  three  years,  have  been,  in  a  greatly  excited  slate, 
because  they  supposed  that  a  portion  of  Congress  had,  in 
the  election  of  President,  misused  its  acknowledged 
power,  while  the  prostration  of  the  Slate  authorities,  by 
the  Federal  Judges,  in  the  exercise  of  usurped  powers 
is  beheld  with  calm  indifference.  The  mis-exercise  ol 
legitimate  power,  in  Uie  election  of  President  alarms  the 
nation  ;  while  a  State  is  disrobed  of  its  sovereign  l^jisla- 
tive  power,  by  an  arbitrary  assumption  of  auttiori^  o> 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Judges,  without  exciting  ft  sensa- 
tion beyond  the  limits  of  the  oppressed  State  I ! 

But  to  return  to  the  argunientofthe  Senator  from  Hs»» 
saclius^tts,  [Mr.  Wkbstkk.]    1  have  attempted  to  prove, 
and  have,  as  I  hope,  proved  satisfactorily,  that  the  bill  <m 
the  tabic  proposes  as  the  rule  for  the  Federal  Courta,  not 
the  power  of  legislation  to  be  exercised  by  tl>e  StatM 
respectively,  in  which  those  courts  may  be  hekl,  but  the 
cxcrcisrd  power  of  the  Btates  displayed  in  their  process 
laws.   The  Congress  chooses  now,  that  her  courta  shall 
use  them,  then,  as  they  shall  exist,  when  they  are  needed. 
But,  Sir,  Upon  the  supposition  made  by  the  gentleman, 
that  the  bill  proposes  to  adopt,  not  the  exereisad  le^ 
lative  power  of  the  States,  but  the  power  to  be  exerda* 
ed,  what  can  be  the  objection  to  even  that  form  of  tbo 
proposition  *   He  is  wi'llingto  adopt  the  existing  proccit 
lawsofthc  States.    Are  they  .different  from  what  they 
will  be  ten  years  hence,  or  have  been  ten  years  ago. 
In  their   modificationa  and  forms  they  may,   but  wiU 
they  not  be  the  same  in  essence     In  the  heat  of  summer 
we  wear  thinner  and  lighter  slothes  than  we  do  in  tho 
midst  of  wintert  we  sleep  under  lighter  covering  in  tho 
former,  than  in  the  latter  season.    What  ia  the  motive  f 
Comfort.  Are  not  the  persons  thus  differently  dressed, 
the  different  seasons,  identitiaUy  the  same,  anduoes  no* 
the  same  identical  motive,  or  power,  produce  these  dtf* 
fcrcnt  habilimcnta,  and  do  these  different  habilinwnU 
constitute  the  apparel  of  the  wearer  ?    It  is  the  same  per- 
son, exerting  the  same  power,  for  the  sune  purpose,  ail 
different  times,  under  different  appearances. 

An  execution  law  is  atleast  as  necessary  to  the  people  ia 
0  state  of  ciril  society,  as  clothes,  or  covering  are  in  tlMir 
natural  htate.  Civil  society  has  tlie  same  natural  inclin». 
tion  to  be  conifiirtabIe,and  more  power  to  promote  ita  com* 
fort,  than  individuals  have.  Sir,  the  remedial  energies  of 
civil  society  consist,  essentially,  in  its  will.  Tltcyarc  the 
life  of  society,  and  it  would  be  as  absunl  to  say  that  the 
life  which  now  animntes  any  member  of  this  body,  who 
shall  be  alive  ten  years  Iicnce,  is  not  the  same  which  will 
animate  him  then.  We  have  not  different  lives  for  differ< 
cnt  periods.  We  enjoy  life  under  different  citcuin- 
3tancea,and  umlcr  different  states  of  cheerfulness  and 
depression— we  enjoy  life,  subject,  to  be  af^cted  by 
accruing  circumstances,  which  if  we  cannot  control, 
must  control  us.  It  is  precisely  so  with  the  bodv  politic  « 
like  the  human  botly  lU  will  is  a  part  of,  and  IdeirtHted 
with  its  lifc.    Its  remedial  laws  consist  in  its  ia 
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guUting  Courts  of  Equity.  And  first*  tis  to  the  dntita- 
tioii  of  equitable  jurisdiction  in  the  States,  which  I  have 
just  named.  I  am  apprised,  sir,  that  there  are  no 
Courts  of  Chancery  in  those  States  ;  but  does  it  follow 
that  they  are  without  principlea  and  rules  of  equity  i  H 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  impossible  that  civil  locie^  coaU 
exist  for  a!  moment  without  those  prindples  and  rules.  I 
admit  that  the  civil  law  is  not  in  force  in  those  States,  and 
J  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  force  it  upon  them, 
through  the  Federal  Courts,  or  otherwise.  But  I  insist, 
stances.  It  will  welir  one  aspect  in  war»  and  another  j  that  Pennsylvania,  (And  I  take  that  State  as  an  instance,) 
in  peace,  for  the  same  reason  that. you  appear  dif-  has  as  plenary  a  system  of  equitable  rules  and  princi- 


Ueotified  with  it,  and  ia  essentially  the  same  identical  unit 
iritfi  the  body  itself,  whatever  may  be  its  different  ap- 
pearances, at  different  times,  and  under  different  circum- 
sbincea.  Sir,  the  same  sun  whicli  rose  this  morning,  and 
bi^^tened  and  gladdened  thisgloomy  region,  will  riselliia 
day  ten  yeus,  though  bi»  disk  may  thell  be  concealed  by 
clouds,  or  obMurcd  by  mists.  So  the  same  process  law 
which  now  exists  in  Kentucky  will  exist  there  as  long- 
a*  the  State  exists.  It  may  wear  different  aspects,  as  it 
flbaO  be  seen  through  the  medium  of  different  circum- 


Snently  clad  in  winter,  from  what  you  do  in  summer. 
And  would  you  not.  Sir,  denounce  as  a  tyrant  that  per- 
wotht  vbo  would  force  you  to  wear  the  same  light,  thin 


pl«s  as  Virginia,  or  any  of  the  other  States  where 
Courts  of  Chancery,  prevail.    Her  manner  of  applying 
those  rules  to  the  transactions  of  men  in  her  courts,  is  not 
thranghtbe  winter,  that  you  wearinthe  dogdays  ?:  according  to  the  manner  which  prevails  in  Virginia  or 
And  oi^tit  not  the  States  to  denounce,  as  tyrannical,  tliat  I  England.    It  is  not  according  to  the  Chancery  forms,  as 
aetof  the  JudgeSjWhicb  obliged  them,  under  the  citrem- 1  practised  in  either  of  those  Governments;  but  it  is  as  it 


est  jwivations  of  war,  to  renounce  the  process  sys- 
tem which  they  had  formed  for  themselves,  and  suited  to 
their  gloomy  condition ;  and  to  use  one  fomiedand  suited  by 
the  wiU  of  Uie  Judges,  to  the  most  lialcyon  days  of  peace 

Sir,  it  it  upon  the  principle  which  I  am  now  urging, 
ttat  all  enlightened  Judges  have  determined  that  all  the 
fcrmsof  execution,  fieri  faeiax^  ca.  sa.  vent.  expo.  eligit,S^e. 
ave  but  one  execution.    Civil  society  is  a  unit— ^ts  will 
bone  and  identical,  with  itself,  coexistent  with  it— they 
•annot  be  separated.    Civil  society  ceases  with  the  loss  of 
ks  remedial  will — in  it  consists  the  essence  of  its  80ver> 
^fnty  ;  and  it  would  be  as  reasonable  to  assert  that  there 
were  different  sovereignties  in  the  sameState,  as  adifferent 
cxecolimi  law.    Indeed  ^e  one  could  not  exist  without 
the  other.  But  again,  Mr.  President :  Doesnotthe  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  acknowledge,  by  the  strongest  impli- 
cation, the  force  of  my  argument,  in  his  proposition  to 
adopt  the  existing  (as  he  calls  them)  execution  laws  of 
the  States  ?   Why  is  he  willing  to  adopt  them  }   Has  he 
•xamtned,  and  doeshe  know  them  ?   Can  he,  {romknow- 
ledfce,  assert  thsni  to  be  fit  and  proper }   No,  Sir.  Upon 
vhM  principle,  then,  does  he  predicate  this  consent  > 
Most  certainly  upsn  nsnC  other  than  that  the  execution 
lawof  evsty  State,  is  the  natural  efflux  of  its  wisdom ;  that 
essentially,  it  is  unalterable,  and  that,  in  its  moditications, 
it  bas  been  suited  to  the  condition  of  the  States,  by  the 
exercise  of  their  legislative  will.    Well,  Sir,  will  not  the 
States  be  the  same  bf>die8  politic  ten  years  hence,  that 
tbcy  are  now  ?   Will  not  the  people  possess  the  same  in- 
•Knation  to  be  happy,  which  they  now  possess  ^  Will 
Ibey  not  possess  the  same  wisdom,  and  the  same  will,  to 
exert  it  in  promotion  of  their  happiness  ?    Can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Federal  Judges  will  then,  at  any  interme- 
diate or  fiiture  period,  feel  more  for  tlieir  liappiness, 
or  know  better  bow  to  promote  it,  than  they  will  them- 
selves ?  Wby,  then,  I  ask,  invert  the  laws  of  reasen  and  of 
■ature,  in  reftinng  to  the  people  of  the  States,  the  exer 
•iieofthe  verypowerii 
less  than  their  existence 

But  the  gentleman  i»>elaborate  in  his  objections  to  the 
dctuls  of  this  short  bill.  And  first  he  objects  to  ttie  provi- 
sion "that  proceedings  in  equity  sliall  be  according  lo  tlie 
prindpiss,  rulea,  and  usages, which  belonglothe  courts 
of  equity  in  the  States,  respectively."  This  provision,  he 
states, repeals  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
CoDXts,  in  those  States  which  have  no  Courts  of  Chancery; 
tlwt  Wiode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and 
several  other  States  have  no  Chancery  jurisdiction,  and 
tba^  if  this  bin  shall  pass,  the  Cuiuits  of  the  United  States 
can  exercise  no  equitable  jurisdiction  in  any  of  those 
States.  tells  us,  moreover,  that  the  jurisdicion  of 
Morts  of  equity  is  regulated  by  the  civil  lav^. 

Mr.  •President,  1  differ  ffom  the  gentleman,  /olo  eato^ 
both  as  to  tbe  effect  of  the  provision  to  which  he  objects, 
BmA  in  his  extraordinary  positian,  as  to  the  tivil  law  re- 


ought  to  be,  according  to  the  will  of  that  State,  as  dis- 
played in  her  Statute  Book,  aad  in  the  usages  of  her 
Courts.  Sir.  in  Virginia,  or  any  of  the  States  whers 
Chancery  Courta  prevail,  a  mortgage  is  foreclosed  by  bill 
in  Chancery,  and  tliisis  denominated  a  proceeding  in 
Bquity.  In  Pennsylvania,  tbe  proceeding  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  is  by  scire  facial.  I  do  not  know  how  they 
proceed  to  foreclosa  a  mortgage  in  Rliode  Island,  or  any 
of  the  other  Slates  where  Courts  ofChanceiy  do  not  ex- 
ist, but  I  know,  that  they  have  mortgages  in  those  States, 
and  that  they  must  have  some  mode  of  foreclosing  them. 
Now,  the  principles  of'Equity,  so  far  as  they  are  involv- 
ed  in  the  proceeding  to  foreclose,  by  bill,  in  Chancery, 
must  be  involved  in  every  mode  practised  in  the  States 
having  no  Chancery  Courta.  The  forms  and  modes  of 
applying  them  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are,  different  in  the 
different  States  {  but  the  essential  principles  and  rules  «f 
equity  must  necessarily  be  the  same  in  every  State.  Pub- 
lic sentimentjin  eveiy  State,  reqnires  that  justice  shall  be 
done,  in  some  form  ur  other,  to  the  litigant  citizens  ■ 
and  n'lien  justice  has  been  done,  in  any  case,  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  are  satisfied.  When,  for  instance,  the 
obligee  of  a  lost  bond,  has  recovered  its  amount  from  the 
obligor,  in  Pennsylvania,  equity  is  as  well  satisfied  as 
when  the  same  result  is  produced  in  Virginia  or  in  Enr* 
land  by  bill  in  Chancery.  In  either  of  the  last  named 
States,  the  form  of  proceeding  must  be  by  bill  in  Chan- 
cery— in  Penn^lvanta  the  form  is  different. 

But,  Mr,  what  ought  to  be  conclusive  on  this  subject 
is,  that  those  States  have  not  chosen  to  administer  ju^ee 
through  Chancery  forms.  They  have  not  ehosen  to  hare 
Chancery  Courts.  They  are  aoversign  States,  and,  moat 
certainly,  assuch,  have  a  right  to  establish  their  own  ju- 
dicial machinery.  They  have  a  right  to  dispense  justice 
according  to,  or  rather  through  whatever  forms  they  may 


choose.  Now,  air,  is  it  an  abrogation  of  the  principles 
he  people  of  the  States,  the  exer-  and  rules  of  equity  tn-  those  State%  to  require  tlie  Pedc- 
upon  which  their  happiness,  not  ,ral  Judges  to  administer  justice  according  te  those  prio- 
e,  depends?  jciples  and  rules  as  establishsd  and  obsen-ed  by  them? 

Shall  the  Federal  Judges  decide  the  cases,  which  ai* 
drawn  into  their  courts,  in  those  States,  according  to 
principles  and  rules  of  equity  which  they  shall  carrr 
with  them  there,  or  shall  they  decide  according  to  the 
principles  and  rules  of  the  States  ?  Gun  any  man,  who 
IS  not  prepared  to  surrender  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
Slates,  determine  this  question  in  their  favor?  We  can- 
net  suppose  that  any  flute  is  without  a  competent  sj-s- 
tern.  Why  should  not  each  State  have  a  plenary  system' 
Surely  the  transactions  and  agencies  of  the  citizens, 
make  it  alike  necessary  in  every  State.  If  it  does  not  ex- 
ist in  each  State,  it  must  be  owing  to  the  want  of  power 
or  of  wisdom,  in  the  State  which  has  it  not.  It  cannot  be 
want  of  power,  for  all  the  States  sre  sovereign  and  equi- 
pollent—jwxmI  Aoc.  Can  it  b^  want  of  wisdom  ?  Is  there 
ai.y  membsr  of  this  Senate,  who  willsaytRhisplaee,  that 
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hit  SUte  is  deRcient  in  wisdom  7  Is  incompetent  to  fur 
ttish  ber  citizens  with  an  equitable,  pleiwry,  and  compe- 
tent code,  both  as  to  law  and  equity  >  If  he  will  not  say 
to,  will  he  aay  that  tlie  rights  and  interests  of  the  citizens 
of  his  State  ahsU  be  decided,  whenever  drawn  into  ques- 
tion in  the  Federal  Coiirt,  b^an  alien,  or  citizen  of  ano- 
tiler  State  f  not  by  tlioae  pnnciples  and  rules  of  equity, 
irh'iehhaTe  been  ordained  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrat- 
ed by  tbe  usaj^e  of  that  State,  but  by  a  code  imparted  by 
the  Judges,  and  unknown  to  the  State  ? 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Boston,  [Mr.  Webstkb]  in 
denyinff  that  the  States  in  which  there  were  no  Coui-ts 
of  Chancery,  had  any  principles  or  rules  of  equitable 
proceedings  6f  their  awn,  has  givep  a  new  view  of  the 
oldest,  and  most  commercial  people  of  the  United 
States.  What,  sir,  has  the  dense  population  of  tlie  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  commercial  people  of  the  an- 
cient city  of  Boston,  been  able  to  get  alon^  for  such  a 
Jenyth  of  time,  without  niles  and  principles  of  equity? 
And  if  she  has  but  just  awakened  to  her  need  of  them, 
will  she  submit  to  have  them  imposed  upon  her  by  the 
Federal  Judges  }  Or  will  she  exert  her  sovereign  power 
in  the  adoiitton  and  creation  of  a  system  fur  herself  r  The 
gentleiiMn  says  that  slie  does  not  want  them.  But  she 
«wea  protection  to  those  of  her  citizens,  who  may  be 
drawn  into  the  Federal  Court  by  non-resident  suitors. 
She  cannot,  without  compromitting  her  sovereignty,  per- 
mit her  citizens,  within  her  own  precincts,  to  be  sutiject-, 
ed  to  alien  rules ;  rules  carried  about  by  the  Judges,  in 
manuscript,  or  in  their  recollectiona,  unknown  to  tbe 
citizens,  and  unsanctioned  by  thdr  State. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  know,  that  the  obligatory  effect 
of  a  rule,  pi-inciple,  or  law,  ts  derived  from  the  sanction 
■of  the  sovereign  legislative  power.  The  Judges  possess 
no  legislative  power ;  their  rules,  of  course,  cannot  be 
obligatory.  Then  the  amount  of  the  gentleman's  argu* 
mentis,  that  the  rights  of  tbe  oitizens  of  his  State,  and  of 
States  in  the  tame  situation,  are  to  be  decided  by  rules 
whidi  have  no  obligatory  force — rules  arbitrarily  made 
by  the  Judges,  or  as  arbitrarily  adopted  by  them  ;  which, 
in  effect,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  say,  that  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  sliall  depend,  not  upon  legitimate 
riues,  but  upon  judicial  discretion.  And  this,  sir,  is  the 
•doctrine  which  has  been  stealing  upon  the  public  mind 
for  years — the  doctrine  which  has  oppressed  some  of 
the  States,  and  vahich,  at  the  very  time  when  they  are  in- 
woking  exemption  from  its  ravages,  is  openly  advocated, 
«nd  boldly  attempted  t*  be  fastened  upon  them,  and  ex 
(ended  to  the  other  States  ! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  Chief  Jusiticc, 
'Some  years  ago,  made  a  set  of  rules  for  Courts  of  Chance- 
ry in  al)  the  States.  Now,  those  rules  are,  or  they'  are 
not,  binding.  To  make  them  binding,  tbey  must  have 
been  produced  by  the  exertion  of  legisbtive  power. 
Does  the  Chief  Justice,  do  all  the  Judges  together,  pos- 
sess legislative  power  ?  This  question  must  be  answer-, 
«d  ifi  the  negative.  Then,  however  wise  tbey  may'  be, 
•nd  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  procecdii'g  from  that 
great  man  they  must  be  wise,  they  are  unobligatory. 
Strange,  that  while  we  are  cuntendmgagninst  tlie  exer- 
^le  of  legisUtivc^ower  by  tliese  Judges,  we  are  offered, 
AS  an  argument,  in  favor  of  their  potaesnng  it,  that  they 
have,  many  year^  ago  exerted  i(,  and,  of  course,  that 
the  States  have  for  many  years  been  subject  to  the  ef- 
fects of  its  exercise.  What  encroachment — what  usur- 
pation is  there,  can  there  be,  which  may  not  be  support- 
-«d  by  the  same  kind  of  ailment  ? 

Tea,  sir,  the  Supreme  Court  enacted  a  system,  consist- 
ing of  thirty-three  sections,  or  rules,  which  purport  to  be 
niTea  for  the  regulation  of  proceedings  in  Chancery,  and 
which  conclude  with  a  delegation  of  power  to  t\ic  Judges 
en  their  circuits,  to  make  as  many  more,  for  the  govern- 
iDCiit  «r  proetedings  in  their  Courts,  as  they  in  their  dis- 


cretion shall  think  necesMiy ;  pronded^ey  do  ticft  cott- 

flict— with  what'— the  constitution  of  the  United  States  f 


No.  ar  :  with  the  laws  of  Congress,  or  the  laws  • 
stitutions  of  the  States  ?  Not  at  all.sr  ;  wlio  could  rap* 
pose  that  the  laws  or  constitutions  of  the  States  coaU« 
tor  a  moment,  obltruct  or  retard  their  nile-makiMr  pow- 
er  t  Witii  what,  then,  Mr.  Pre^dent  ?  Why.  £r,  wifh 
the  code  which  tbry  had  enacted.  The  only  lestnctiwi 
imposed  by  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the  Judges,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  delegated  law-making  power,  WM^  that 
their  laws  should  not  conflict  with  those  already  nade  by 
the  Supreme  Court.  And  this  code  of  thir^-three  rules, 
enacted  by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  printed  in  Gordon^ 
tHgtax  of  the  Laws  f^the  United  States  sworic  lately 
published.  In  the  text  of  that  work,  tt  does  not  appear 
that  they  were  enacted  by  the  Judges  ;  they  would  seen, 
from  their  collocation  with  tiie  laws  of  Congress  and 
from  their  import,  to  have  been  enacted  by  that  bod|y. 
It  ifl  thus,  sir,  that  the  States  are  legislated  for  by  tW 
Judges  )  and  the  concerns  of  their  People,  under  eolor  of 
law,  regulated  by  the  discretion  of  unauthorised  iodivi> 
duals.  For  the  Judges  have  no  more  power  to  nafcft 
binding  rules  and  principles  oF  proceeding,  thaoanisrof 
the  same  number  of  private  indrriduab,  otit  of  tbe  oaS- 
lions  who  compose  this  Union.  To  what  extent  the  Jodns 
may  have  exercised  the  rule-making  power,  thus  de- 
legated to  (hem  by  the  Supreme  Court,  f  having  itself  no 
such  power)  does  not  appear.  You  have  seen  the  execa* 
tion  laws,  enacted  by  the  Judges  below,  for  Kenta^T^ 
Where  is  this  thing  to  end,  and  in  what  is  it  to  eod  I  hi 
what,  unless  it  be  checked,  but  the  anniUlalioii  of  tiM 
State  authorities  ?  Indeed,  the  doctrine,  contended  ftr 
by  the  gentleman  from  Boston,  goes  virtually  that  lei^;thi 
for,  when  the  States  are  prepared  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Federal  Judges,  with  rules  and  principles  of  equity,  there 
can  be  no  reason  why  the  Judges  should  not  also  fiiroiA 
them  with  tbe  rules  ami  principles  of  law  .-  for  tbe  States 
are  surely  as  competent  to  fiimiih  themselves  with  a 
tern  of  equity  as  of  law,  and  the  J  udges  are  as  conpetenft 
to  furnish  them  with  a  system  of  Uw,  as  of  eqtd^.  JUd 
if,  instead  of  asserting  their  own  competency,  tbe  States 
submit  to  receive  from  the  Judges  the  one,  there  can  be 
no  reason  why  they  should  decline  the  other.  Tbe  Peo- 
ple who  submit  to  an  usurpation  of  half  their  rights^  are 
unworthy  to  retain,  and  unfit  to  enjoy,  the  other Italf. 

But  the  gentleman  urges  that  the  civil  law  r^oletee 
proceedings  in  equity.  Now,  Mr.  Prerident,  by  the  civil 
law.  every  Uwyer  understands  tiiat  the  municipal  law  of 
the  Roman  empire  is  meant.  That  law,  he  tells  us,  regu- 
lated proceedings  in  equity  in  En^and,  and  perfcnme 
the  same  oflice  in  our  country.  Mr.  President,  can  the 
gentleman  be  serious?  If  that  code  has  force  in  England, 
It  must  cither  have  been  adopted  by,  or  imposed  upon, 
that  country.  The  code  of  no  one  nation  can  have  nrce 
in  aiiotiier,  but  by  compulsion  or  adoption.  Any  natioa 
may,  if  it  shall  choose,  adopt  the  code  of'  another  i  vut 
a  strung  nation  may  subject  a  weak  one  to  its  code.  Now, 
we  know  that  England  has  never  adopted  the  civil  law  i 
and  we  know,  also,  that  she  never  was  subdued  to  the 
use  of  it }  we  know,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  is  nns> 
taken  (  that  the  civil  law  is  not,  as  a  code,  obligstoiy  up- 
on the  Courts  of  Chancery  in  England  ;  aiu1,forpreoisenr 
the  same  reasons,  we  know  that  it  u  not  in  force  in  tlos 
country.  Hut,  air,  if  it  were  in  force  in  eithei'  countiy, 
it  eoula  not  be  in  force  as  the  civil  law,  as  the  JustimsR 
code.  Any  nation  u«ng  it,  niast  use  it  as  her  own,  KoA 
not  as  a  foreign  or  aliep  code.  If  that  were  not  the  case, 
the  code  would  use  tbe  nation,  and  not  the  nation  the 
code.  A  nation  ceases  to  be  soveropi,  wh0n  the  lawe 
which  it  uses  do  not  derive  their  authority  from  its  sove- 
reign power.    Its  laws  must  be  its  own — and  tlUs  Aoei 

f)omical  necessity.  Sir.  this  is  the  language  of  nr  Wl- 
ism  Blackstotw,'in  relation,  too,  to  this  veiy  snbject  ( lie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S8S 


OV  BBBATES  IN  OONGBESS. 


86^ 


Vn.  ISO;  1838.] 


Judidal  ProecM. 


hcMttlibbtigiu«e  "Theliwi  of  Juttiniui»  [the  cinl 
*•  hetn,}  bind  not  the  subjects  of  Er.gUnd,  because  their 

■wtenab  wei«  collected  from  Pope«  or  Emperors^i 
*  were  digested  by  Justiniaji,  fcc.  These  considerations 

rire  tbeta  no  uithtnity ;  for  the  Legislsture  of  Enp- 
**  had  doth  not,  nor  ever  did.  reeogitize  any  Atfeign  pow- 
"  er  aa  Mpcrior,  or  equal  toH,  in  thii  kingdom  ;  or  as 
**  bavhw  the  right  to  nve  law  to  any  the  meanest  of  its 
••aBbiecta.**— Bladt.  Cam.  79. 

This,  81^  is  not  oidy  the  language  of  England,  but  of 
mftrf  State  that  is  conscious  of  its  sovereign  powers, 
rigtita,  and  duties.  But,  sir,  hear  the  same  author  further 
^Hm  the  same  subject  He  says,  **  titcre  ire  four  species 
•*  of  Courts  in  which  the  civU  and  canon  laws  are  permit- 
*<  ted,  [under  different  restrictions]  to  be  used.  1st  CouiU 
•*  «l  Areh  Bishops  Bishops,  fcc.  3.  Militat?  Courts.  3. 
**  Cotnta  of  Admiiidly.  4.  The  Courts  of  the  two  Uni- 
"  Tcnitjes."— [/<ient  83].  Here,  sir,  we  are  told  expressly 
Aat  there  are  but  four  Courts  in  England  in  which  the 
atrlt  law  can  be  used,  and  in  those  by  permission,  and 
subject  to  Mtttictions.  Tlie  Court  of  Chancery  is  not  one 
of  the  four.  How,  then,  could  the  gentleman  expect  us 
to  bcfiere  Unt  proceedings  in  equi^  in  BngUnd  were 
v^tthlcd  by  tin  mH  law,  when  those  laws  were  not 
pcnutted  to  be  used  in  Courts  of  Chancery  tiiere,  eren 
■object  to  restticUflns.  Sir,  the  authorities  read  by  the 
gientiemao  to  pro  re  his  poHtion,  fall  entirely  short  irt  aus- 
tiining  tL  They  were  3d  Black.  Com.  429,  and  Copper 
XXVL  Hiey  only  prove  what  eveiy  bod^  knew,  that 
the  len^ag  of  that  countnr  was,  in  early  times,  in  the 
■onMBDo  of  the  EeclenasticB,  who  were  Roman  Catbo. 

were  the  first  Chancellors,  and  that  the 
— cViiieTy  or  Chancety  proceeding  was  formed  through 
tbeir  agency  and  influence,  pretty  much  upon  the  Roman 
canonical  pUn.-  Bui,  surely,  the  rules  and  principles  of 
nvceedii^  in  equity  are  very  different  things  from  the 
fbnaof  aChanceiy  suit.  But,  sir,  if  the  civil  law  is  to 
^own — if  it  contains  the  roles  and  principles  of  proceed- 
1^  in  equity,  why  will  the  gentleman  insist,  as  he  docs, 
tiiat  we  shall  derive  our  knowledge  of  it  from  England  ? 
H  (s  tie^  as  I  Xnist  I  have  shown,  the  code  of  that  nation. 
It  ■•  not,  as  the  civil  law,  in  force  there.  Why  not  im- 
port H  at  once  from  Kome  ?  Why  not  chum  it  as  a  waif  f 
Tbe  Boman  empire  has  been  wrecked ;  yes,  sir,  And  the 
BomanBepublic  has  been  wrecked,too.  That  republic  bad 

code  of  cii^l  Wwj  why  not  import  and  use,  as  the  waif  of 
that  republic,  its  civil  iwde  }  I  should,  if  obliged  to  submit 
to  atber,  greafly  prefer  the  civil  code  of  Republican,  to 
that  of  Imperial  Rome.  But  the  gentleman  will  have  it 
from  England ;  we  must  get  the  rules  of  equity,  says  he, 
from  England,  through  learned  fudges  and  lawyers,  who 
have  made  it  (the  turil  law)  their  study.  And  pray,  when 
nttaa  in  that  way,  or  any  other,  what  ia  its  obligatory 
wee  upon  the  people  of  any  of  the  States  I  Surely  he 
does  not  mean  te  be  understood,  that  it  derives  its  force 
Aooi  the  channel  throuf^  which  it  is  obtained.  So  fiir 
as  the  Judges  form  the  medium  of  its  intromission,  there 

I  grant  you,  Mr.  President,  much  reason  to  believe 
not  that  it  wiU,from  that  circumstance,  possess  any  intrinsic 
Jbrcei  but  that  they  will,  in  their  use  of  it,  give  it  force 
dwoi^  The  la*}ren  too,  accocding  to  the  gentleman, 
are  to'fnmish  as  with  law.  As  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  theState  <rf'Kentucky,I  could  say  to  the  gentlemitn — 
tbank'ee,  sir,  no  occasion — the  Judges  have  given  tliat 
Stat*  law  enoos^,  without  any  supplement  firom  the  law- 
yen.  So  hr  maa  receiving  it  firom  the  lawyers,  the 
Ststo-of  Kentucky  will  not  receive  it  from  the  Judges. 
She  win  acknowledge  nothii^  as  law,  which  has  not, 
iBsocDe  way,  had  legislative' lanctioD.  She  will  inust, 
and  I  hope  not  without  effSec^  that  the  Judges  shall  nei- 
ther make  nor  import  law. 

EKr,  the  gentleman  has  kindly  offered,  as  an  apology, 
Iw  what  he  ntppotes  to  he  my  ignoi»iice»  on  the  subject 


of  the  rules,  and  principles,  of  proceedings  in  cqt^,  the 
connderation,  that  being  somewhat  older  than  be  ia^  t 
have  withdrawn  my  attention  frbm  court*,  and  their 
practice,  more  than  he  has.  I  tfaank  him.  It  is  true 
that  I  am,  perhaps,  a  little  ohler  than  he  is,and  that  I  have 
not  btterly  been  much  conversant  with  courts,  and  their 
practice.  But  the  gentleman  must  allow  me  to  solacer 
n^self  with  the  hope,  that  the  ungracious  wei^t  of  yean^ 
with  which  he  has  complimented  me,  while  ft  has  with- 
drawn me  from  courts,  and  their  technicals,  has  afforded 
me  more  leisure  than  his  crowded  practice  -in  courts  has 
allowed  him,  to  explore  law  in  its  origin,  its  source,  in  its- 
first-principle  aspect.  Whether  I  have  employed  th*t  let* 
nire  well  or  ill,  it  is  notfbr  me  to  sajr.  Mv  reflectioDS 
however,  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion,  Uiat  law  is  not 
so  mysterious  a  matter,  as  judges  and  lawyers  have  beeti' 
disposed  to  have  it  considered.  Law  has  been  wrought 
up  by  its  votaries,  into  a  perplexed,  and  mysterious  sys- 
tem. Tbe  difficulties  of  unravelling  the  transactions  of 
men*  rendered  perplexed  and  complicated  by  artifice  and 
fraud,  have  been  ascribed  to  the  taw.  Tbe  matters  of 
fact  are  often  perplexed,  intricate,  and  difficult  t«  ascer- 
tain. But  the  law  is  simple  and  intelligible,  and  upon  • 
clear  understanding  of  tlie  fxcts,  would  be  discerned,  al* 
most  intuitively,  by  eveiy  man  Of  common  sense.  Sir,  tn> 
stead  of  tbe  ci\i]  law  of  imperial  or  republican  Rome, 
translated  from  the  numerous,  and  ponderous  Latin  tomes, 
in  which  it  has  lain  locked  up  for  centuries,  or  of  trou- 
bling the  learned 'judges  and  lawyers  to  apply  it,  as 
compounded  with  the  common  law,  I  am  for  nmaff  the 
domestic  law  of  the  States.  There  is.  a  natural  equi^  in 
every  State,  as  good  as  they  had  at  Rome,  or  nave  in 
England.  It  is  inherent  in  the  people  composing  the 
SUtes.  In  the  abstract  it  is  precisely  the  same  much 
regulated  proceeding  in  equity  at  Rome,  in  England,  and 
in  every  State  in  the  civilized  worid-  It  is  the  result  of 
tbe  exercise  of  mind  upon  matter.  But  every  State  ha> 
its  own  mode  of  exercising  Its  intelligence  upon  tbe  con- 
cerns of  its  citizens.  That  its  mode  or  form  of  adnuni^ 
tering  justice,  should  be  its  own,  is  essential  to  its  sove- 
reignty.  The  principles  of  Justice  are  univenal.  They 
are  co-extensive  with  reason  ;  but  the  machinery  of  jus- 
tice is  as  various  almost  as  the  States.  Strange,  Mr  Prc- 
rident,  that  we  should  be  so  zealous  to  muce  our  own 
woollen  fabrics,  so  averse  to  umng  those  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  yet  anxious  that  EngUnd  should  supply  ue, 
through  learned  Judges  and  lawyers,  with  the  nsodes  and 
forms  by  which  we  shall  administer  justice  in  the  States ! 
Nut  only  with  the  modes  and  forms,  but  with  tbe  princi- 
ples and  usages  of  equity,  as  recognized  and  used  by 
that  nation.  Sir,  H"  it  were  contended  by  Congress  that 
we  should  not  only  use  British  cloth,  but  that  our  clothes 
should  be  cut  and  made  according  to  the  taste  and  &shion 
of  that  country,  I  fiincy  we  should  rebel  outright. 
Well :  liie  case  is  precisely  analogous.  What  is  the 
difference,  except  that  we  cinnot  conveniently  make  all 
the  woollen  fabrics,  which  we  need  ?  We  have  neither 
the  materials,  the  artists,  nor  the  machinery.  But  in  rela- 
tion to  the  principles,  modps,  and  usages  of  equity,  every 
State  has  them,  as  lAundantly,  and  of  as  good  quaU^, 
as  they  exist  in  England.  And,  being  sovereign,  each 
State  ought  to  be  permitted  to  use  them  according  to 
her  *wn  will.  I  insist  that  she  baa  a  right  to  do  so.  The 
gentleman  has  read  Ulackstone  to  prove  that  "  Equi^  is 
Uie  soul  and  spirit  of  all  law."  That  "positive  law  is 
construed,  and  rational  is  made  by  it." — Btadc  tS9.j 
Sir,  if  it  be  so  unjportont,  and  I  grant  its  importance  to 
the  extent  stated  in  the  book,  how  wretched  must  be  tbe 
condition  of  the  States  not  to  possess  it — to  be  dependant 
upon  learned  Judges  and  law^-ers  fos  it ! 

Sir,  the  book  read  by  tbe  gentleman  confirms  the  sen- 
timent which  I  have  urged — asserts  the  position  for  wtuch 
I  contend— end  that  is^  that  equity  is  justice,  and  exists 
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in  every  state  of  civil  society  ;  tliat  it  is,  in  relation  to  the 
moral,  what  the  sun  is  to  the  natural  world — it  is  the  light 
of  reason,  sliintngupon  the  transaction  of  men,  and  shew- 
ing  the  relation  of  things  ;  and  that  each  State  has  the 
right  to  use  this  light  accortUng  to  its  ovn  judgment  and 
taste  t  as  tn  relation  to  the  light  of  the  sun  every  pro- 
prietor of  a  building  ^as  a  right,  in  constructing  it,  to  give 
it  what  kinil  of  exposnre,  and  as  many,  or  as  few  win- 
dows as  he  chooses  :  aye,  and  according  to  what  order  of 
architecture  he  may  select  *  Now,  sir,  we  should  smile  at 
a  proposition  to  restrict  the  States  to  the  use  of  British 
■unshinc  %  and  how  much  more  absurd  is  ik  to  oblige 
them  to  use  the  lights  of  British  intellect,  aa  the  only  me- 
dium through  which  to  discern  and  ascertain  the  relations 
which  thur  citizens  bear  to  each  other,  to  the  transac- 
tion* in  which  tliey  may  be  concerned,  and  to  their  Gov- 
ernment }  I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  Law,  as  a  sci- 
ence, is  the  most  umple  and  rational  of  ail  the  sciences  { 
as  an  art,  it  is  ^fficult,  complex,  and  mysterioua.  It  is 
peculiarly  so  in  the  country  frora  whence  it  in  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  that  the  learned  Lawyers  and  Judges  shall 
import  it.  He  has  spoken  of  the  laws,  beginning  with 
those  of  the  universe,  m  a  manner  well  calculated  to  show 
his  own  knowledge  of  them  and  their  mystery.  Waiving 
those  of  the  universe,  whicli  are  in  better  hands  than  those 
of  the  gentleman  or  myself — where  I  am  content  to  leave 
them — I  would  say,  that  aa  nations  liave  the  relation  of  in- 
tercourse with  one  another,  out  of  this  relation  results  the 
bwa  which  regulate  it.  Those  laws  are  principles  of  na- 
tural fitness,  recognised  and  acknowledged  by  the  intel- 
ligence, by  the  common  sense  of  the  intercommuning  na- 
tions, on  account  of  their  obvious  fitness,  as  binding  rules 
of  intercourse  between  them.  These  rules  are  denomi- 
nated the  laws  of  nations,  and  are,  in  fact,  the  laws  of  na- 
ture. Bach  nation  has  laws  relative  to  the  goremors  and 
the  governed.  These  laws,  in  free  governments,  are  the 
obvious  principles  of  fitness,  resulting  from  ttiat  relation. 
Mid  are  denommated  political  law. 

In  every  nation,  or  state,  there  are  also  laws  regulating 
the  intercourse  of  the  People  with  one  anot)ier,Hnd  these, 
Mr.  President,  are  called  civil  law ;  which  is  divided 
into  dvil  and  criminal,  £vety  body  is  bound  at  his  peril 
to  know  these  lara.  And  can  itb«  believed  that  be- 
fore he  can  know  them,  he  must  apply  for  them  to  learned 
Judges  and  lawyers  i  No,  sir  ;  it  ia  all  a  common  sense 
matter.  Every  man  of  well  balanced  mind,  knows  the 
dutinction  between  right  and  wrong,  and  knows  the  jus- 
tice of  even'  case,  the  moment  lie  has  clearly  compre- 
hended the  nicts  of  it,  as  well,  and  even  better,  than  many 
learned  Judges  and  lawyers.  He  knows  it  by  intuition. 
Sir,  not  only  nb  comfort  here,  but  his  happiness  or  misery 
hereafter,  depend  upon  his  knowing,  and  observing,  prac- 
tically, the  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  His  duty  to 
faimaelf,  to  his  neiglibor,  and  to  his  God,  requires  the 
knawledge  and  practice  of  equity  and  justice.  It  would 
be'idle  to  talk  of  duty,  and  of  conscience,  upon  any 
other  hypothesis.  Why,  sir,  conscience  consists,  almost 
exclusively,  of  this  very  knowledge.-  And  I  presume, 
iiew  of  us  would  be  willing  to  give  our  conaciences  into 
the  keeping,  of  either  Judges  or  lawyers.  The  latter,  in- 
deed, are  not  said  to  be  very  remarkable,  for  possessing 
good  ones  of  their  own.  Then,  I  repeat,  gir,  that  law  but 
recognizes  and  enforces  the  distinction  which  exists  in 
the  conscience  uf  every  man,  between  right  and  wrong. 
It  does  not  conaist  in  any  arbitrary  or  fiictitiuus  ^stem, 
artifltaally  constructed,  by  the  politicians  of  a  state  ;  but 
in  the  principles  of  fitness,  resulting  from  the  relations  of 
men  to  one  another,  in  a  state  of  society  ;  and  of  a  re- 
cognition by  civil  society  of  those  natural  principles,  as 
the  rules  of  their  conduct.  In  this  recognition  by  civil 
locie^,  of  those  natural  principles  of  fitness,  consists 
their  obligatory  legal  effect.  They  were  binding  upon 
the  coucience  of  man,  and  destined  to  regulate  hn  con* 


duct  in  a  state  of  nature.  They  were  to  in^viduals,  in  m 
state  of  nature,  what  the  laws  of  nature  now  are  to  na- 
tions. But  their  adoption  and  recognition  by<avil  so- 
ciety, superadded  to  their  natural,  a  legal  obligation  i  and 
the  legal  obligation  of  every  rule  of  law  or  equity,  in  anj- 
State,  results  from  ^le  exercise  of  the  sovereign,  lef^slatnro 
power  of  that  State,  in  the  tacit,  or  express  adoption,  or 
recognition  of  it.  No  rule  or  principle  can  acquire  ths 
force  of  municipal  law,  from  any  other  source.  A  maa 
may  learn  in  England,  or  at  Rome,  or  Venice,  the  rela- 
tions of  things,  and  the  resulting  principles  of  fitness  i 
but  to  give  those  principles  the  force  of  law  in  any  atat^ 
requires  the  legislative  sanction  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  that  state.  And  herein,  Mr.  Preudent,  Ues  the  diff» 
ence  between  free  and  vassal  states.  Free  states  apfm- 
priate,  by  legislative  sanction,' those  universal  rules  and 
principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and  use  them  as  their 
own.  Vassal  states  are  regulated  by  laws  enacted  or 
adopted  for  them  by  others.  Now,  sir,  the  juriadictian 
of  courts  of  equity,  is  employed  in  administering  juttioe 
in  special  cases,  or  in  certain  classes  of  case^  which  tii« 
laws  canno^  owing  to  the  judicial  machinery,  in  tfaor  or- 
dinary  operation,  reach  and  explore.  Those  cases,  or 
classes  of  cases,  were  not,  more  than  the  ordinary  rises, 
without  their  obligatory  rules  and  principles.  Like  aU 
the  common  cases,  decided  in  the  on^nary  course  of  ad> 
judication,  they  were  subject,  in  common  with  them,  to 
the  ordinary  rules  and  principles  v/t  equity  ;  but  tb^ 
were'  special,  and  the  opemtion  of  those  principles  waa 
general.  The  general  {H-inciples  could  not  be  applied  to 
the  special  cases,  or  classes  of  cases,  for  the  want  of  a 
judicial  medium.  Such  was  the  case  in  England,  and 
hence  herChaHccr)-  Courts  for  the  trial  of  tbatd^crip- 
tion  of  cases.  But  those  cases,  when  tried  in  chancery, 
were  decided  by  the  same  nilea  and.principles  of  equi^, 
by  which  the  ordinary'  cases  were  decided  in  tiie  law 
courts.  The  manner  of  examining  and  trying  the  catea 
was  different,  in  the  different  courts  ;  but  the  tides  and 
principles  of  decision  were  the  same  in  both  courts. 
The  object  in  both  courts  was  the  eame.  It  was  to  do 
justice.  The  rules  and  principles  of  deciNon  were  tbo 
same.  Aiid  there  never  would  have  bc'cn  a'  court  of 
chancery  in  England,  had  it'  not  been  for  the  inapUtudo 
of  the  judicial  system  of  that  country,  and  of  the  rules 
ot  the  common  law,  to  the  trial  of  the  special  cases  which 
I  have  named.  But,  sir,  does  this  inaptitude  exist  in  any  ' 
of  the  States  in  which  there  are  no  Courts  of  Chancery  * 
The  very  non-existence  of  those  Courts,  in  those  States, 
is  an  evidence  that  it  does  not— is  an  evidence  that,  uit> 
der  the  existing  laus,  full  and  complete  justice  can  bc 
done  in  every  case ;  and  full  and  complete  juitice  ia 
the  equity  of  every  case. 

Mr.  President,  I '  should  not  have  dwelt  so  long  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  if  the  gentleman  had  not  made  it 
the  subject  of  his  most  elabomte  efforts  ;  if  he  had  not, 
by  his  manner,  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was  occupying 
a  region  which  abounded  in  mysteries,  scarcely  known  to 
any  but  himself  4  a  region,the  Delphic  duties  of  which  ho 
seemed  to  think  belonged  to  himself.  Thinking  that 
there  really  was  no  mvsteiy  in  the  matter,  except  that 
produced  by  the  mysterious  operation  of  his  own  mind 
upon  it,  I,  perhaps,  in  turn,  have  been  a  little  too  elabo- 
rate. But,  sir,  having  a  strong  conviction  that  thero 
should,  ill  the  laws  and  political  machinery  of  a  Ilepub> 
lie,  be  nothing  either  mysterious  in  its  nature,  or  intncato 
in  its  contexture,  I  hsve  been  led  into  a  detuled  argu- 
ment,  which  I  fear  may  hare  been  thought  by  some  t*. 
dious.  Vet,  surely,  sir,  when  the  importance  of  the  que*. 
Uon  is  considered,  I  shall  be  pardoned.  We  have  been 
contending  at  the  boundary  line  which  separates  tho 
legislative  from  the  judicial  power,  and  at  the  line  which 
separates  tliq  National,  and  the  State  jurisdictions.  Sir, 
the  moment  you  permit  either  of  these  lines  to  be  tnn* 
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/a/«  General  Broum. 


[SENATE. 


less,  and  no  longer  able  to  supply  it.  But,  after  having  com- 
mitted these  beloved  objects  of  his  affectioti  to  that  Al- 
mighty Power  which  had  hitherto  protected  them,  his 


iccndetl  or  obliterated,  we  are  gone.  There  is  no. 
tbing  left  worth  conteoiling  for — consolidation  en- 
■oei^  and  a  splendid.  Empire  will  but  point  to  a      „   ,  . 

wretched  and  enslaved  People.  But,  while  the  People  }  thoughts  incessantly  turned  to  bis  country — to  that  coun- 
continiie  to  make  and  understand  their  laws,  to  use  none  j  try  w,-liich  he  had  so  faithfully  and  succeasfiilly  served,  for 
thii  they  do  not  mike,  and  hold  to  strict  responsibility  1  which  he  had  bled,  and  for  which,  as  he  believed,  he  had 
those  who  administer  them,  they  are  safe,  and  will  be  ]  given  his  life.  He  spoke  with  raptures  of  her  happiness, 
happy.  Sir,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  a  reconsideration  !  of  her  exalted  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
of  this  question.  I  do  not  want  the  bill  to  pass,  imless  it ;  her  glorious  destinies  ;  and  almost  his  last  sigh  was  breatii- 
haithe  approbation  of  a  nnjurityt^  this  body.  The  Se-  ed  for  her  continned  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  said  Mr.  M. 
n^from  New  Torkj  '.Mr.  VaxBubejiI  and  the  Senator  was  the  man,  in  life  and  in  death,  for  whose  memory  I  ask 
fma  Delaware,  [Mr.  McT.axe]  have  each  acted  towards  |  the  tribute  of  respect  contained  in  the  resolutions  which 
me,  in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  with  a  generosity  and  1 1  now  submit : 

magnanimity  which  commands  my  respect  and  demands  "  Resoked,  That  the  Senate  have  learned,  with  deep 
my  acquiescence  in  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration,  regret,  the  death  of  Major  <»eneral  Jacob  Brown,  th» 
Those  gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  both  opposed  to  I  late  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  and  the  distin- 


the  bill,  but  for  reasons  infinitely  more  plausible  than 
tiKse  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  I  shall 
therefore  assent  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  question, 
and  to  any  modification  of  the  bill  which  may  be  more 
agreeable  tothe  Senate. -and  does  not  conferon  ihcJudges 
the  right  to  make  rules — to  that,  I  never  will  consent. 
'  Mr.  T.AZEWELL  followed,  in  opposition  to  the  recon- 
ddemiion:   To  whom  Mr.  ROWAN  briefly  answered. 

Mr.  WRBSTER  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  ROWAN. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  to. 

FaiHiT,  FxsacjiBX  22,  182«. 
[So  business  was  transacted  this  day  to  give  rise  to  de- 
bate.] 

Ho!(DAr,  FiBBUAiiT  35,  182B. 

THE  LATE  GENERAL  SHOWN. 
Mr.  IIAUHI30N,  Chairman  of  Ihe  Committee  on  Mili- 
tiry  Affairs  of  the  Senate,  rose  and  said  :  1  rise,  Mr.  Pre- 
ndent,  to  periform  a  most  painful  duty— that  of  announc- 


guished  leader  in  the  glorious  battles  of  Chippewa,  Nia- 
gara, and  Erie,  in  the  late  war- 

"  ResnlvfH,  That,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  deceased 
General,  the  members  of  the  Senate  will  wear  the  accus- 
tomed badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

*'  Remh  ed,  That,  if  the  House  of  Representativea  con- 
cur, the  Senate  will,  in  conjunction  with  the  House  of 
Representatives,  attend  the  funeral  of  Major  General 
Brown,  oh  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution.  He  thought  it  would  establiah  a  bad  prece- 
dent, to  go  into  mourning  for  any  individual  other  than  a 
member. 

Mr.  HARRISON  expressed  his  regret,  that  his  finend 
flrom  Maryhind  should  oppose  the  resolution  offered  by 
him.  That  gentleman  was  so  distinguished  for  his  liber- 
ality of  sentiment,  and  his  high  sense  of  the  services  of 
meritorious  public  officers,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
not  persist  in  his  objections. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  observed,  that  no  man  was  mora 
sensible  than  himself,  of  the  eminent  services  performed 


this  kind,  aomething  like  an  eulogium  upon  the  character 
and  actions  of  the  hero,  whose  loss  we  deplore,  might  be 
expected.  At  all  times  unequal  to  such  a  task,  I  am  par. 
UcuUrly  unfitted  for  it  at  thin  moment.  Besides,  what 
could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  nut  alrendy  known  ? 
H'ls  best  eulf^um  would  be  found  in  a  recital  of  his  bril- 
Sast  achievements,  and  with  these  everj-  Senator  present 
is  fiuniliAr.  We  all  recollect,  «r,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  our  attention  was  turned  towards  the  Niagara 
frontier,  in  the  late  war,  when  it  was  announced  that  an 


practice  at  ttiia  time.  He  coum  noi  opr 
an;l  he  had  no  disposition  to  do  so ;  but  he  thought  .they 
would  be  better  without  the  second  clause.  It  was  all  the 
Senate  could  consistently  do,  to  say  that  General  Brown 
deserves  the  thanks  of  his  country  (  and  that  Ihe  Senate 
lament  his  decease  {  and  that  they  will  attend  his  funeral 
on  Wednesday, 

Mr.  CHANDLER  expressed  his  high  opinion  of  tlie 
great  merit  and  services  of  General  Brown.  He  thought, 
however,  that,  when  a  military  man  died,  it  was  an  appro* 
priate  ceremony  to  bury  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  Hc 


officer  of  acknowledared  bravery  indeed,  but  without  mi-   „  i     .   .l  ^ 

tuS  Sttcation,  and  with  limited  military  experience,  thought  with  the  genUeman  from  Maryland,  that  it  was  a 
hSleS^ced  at  the  head  of  our  Army.  Ve  must  also   new  thmg  for  the  Senate  to  go  '"to  "."""'"P 


had 'been  placed  at  the  head  of  our  Army 
recollect  witl»  what  joy  and  gratitude  to  Heaven,  we  heard 
of  his  first  brilliant  exploit,  rapidly  followed  by  a  second, 
and  with  wha,t  perfect  confidence  we  then  relied,  that  the 
final  result  would  be  such  as  it  was — eminently  glorious 
to  himself,  his  army,  and  his  country.    Sir,  said  Mr..  H.  I 
win  turn  from  this  scene  to  one  of  a  difierent  character, 
but  not  less  interesting,  and  eminently  calcnlated  to  shew 
the  ruling  passion  of  his  soul,  at  a  moment  when  there 
can  be  no  deception,  no  affectation  of  that  which  is  not 
i«al-  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  General  Brown  to  be  sur- 
rtunded  on  his  death  bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who 
was  entitled  to  all  his  tenderness  -,  and  children,  who  just- 
ly  merited  his  affection.    In  such  a  scene,  on  such  an  oc- 
easion,  it  may  well  be  supposed  thmt  his  mind  would  be 
turned  with  intense  anxiety  upon  the  future  fate  of  ob- 
jects so  justly  dear  to  him  ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  He 
knew  tliat  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  w  ould  be 


casion.  Hebclieved  such  a  method  of  expressing  regret 
for  the  death  of  a  military  man,  was  not  countenanced  by 
the  legislative  bodies  of  any  country.  He  should,  there- 
fore, be  forced -to  oppose  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  if  he  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion,  he  wished  the  reason  to  be  understood.  -  He  was 
averse  to  the  precedent  which  would  be  established  by 
resolving  to  wear  mourning  Par  a  military  man.  The  case 
of  General  Washington  was  no  parallel  with  the  present* 
He  was  the  saviour  of  his  countiy— he  had  been  at  the 
head  of  its  Executive — and  lived  in  peace,  as  in  war,  the 
first,  most  virtuous  man  of  the  age.  At  his  death  the 
whole  country  was  plunged  in  mcMiring  ;  and  it  wis  con- 
Kstent  that  the  Legislative  bodies  should  wear  the  badge. 
He  was  averse  to  voting  against  this  resolution,  because 
he  regretted  the  death  of  Gen.  &w>wn,  and  sympatliized 
with  the  feehngs  of  his  family.    He  wished  that  the  par- 


soon  cold,  the  hand  from  which  alone  th<-y  received  |  t'O'I  f  th«=  resolution,  which  declares  ^^^^ 
their  daily Vippcrt.  wouldy  in  a  few  short  hou^s,  he  life-  IT"       mourning,  might  b«  withdrawn  ,  as  he  thwight  » 
Vol.  IV.— »4 
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homage  of  this  kind  to  a  military  man,  would  aasimilate  us 
too  much  to  a  drspotic  Government.  In  every  other  case, 
the  members  of  each  aeporate  pmfession  bestowed  theue 
honors  on  their  deceased  companions.  The  members  of 
the  bar  wore  mourninc  for  one  of  tbeir  fraternity  \  and 
Ltfgishtire  bodies  duTthe  «me.  The  Army,  he  believ- 
ed, vent  on  the  same  principle  ;  and  there  it  ought  to 
•top.  He  did  not  wish  to  eneouraffe  any  practice  which 
•haiild  take  the  shape  of  idolatry,  for  Services,  however 
great.  He  was  sorry  that  he  felt  constrained  to  make 
Uiese  remarks.  He  honored  General  Brown  in  every  sta- 
tion I  he  lamented  his  death ;  and  in  eveiy  conustent  man. 
HOT  he  wu  ready  to  testily  his  respect  m  bis  character, 
and  his  memory.  Nothing  was  farther  from  him,  than  to 
treat  with  disrespect  the  feelings  of  the  family  of  the  de- 
eeased,  with  whom  be  nncerely  sympathized. 

Mr.  BEIX  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolu- 
tions, as  related  to  the  Senate  w carina:  mourning. 

Air.  HARRISON  acceded  to  such  a  modification,  and 
the  resolutions  having  been  so  amended,  were  agreed  to. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  other  House,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  three  from  each  House,  to  make 
urangemetus  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  General  Brown, 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 


Wrowxssat,  FBBBUAar  37,  1838.  . 

Both  Houses  of  Congress  tlus  day  attended  the  Aine- 
ril  of  General  Brown. 


TkoaeBAT,  FsBBVABT  38, 1S38. 
Mr.  CHANDLER  submitted  the  following  resolution  t 
Rooked,  That  the  ofRce  of  Major  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  is  unnecessary,  and,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  abolished  ;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fiurs  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  pui|>OBe  of  abolishing  said  office  accordingly. 

JUDICIAL  PROCESS. 
On  motion  oFMr.  JOHNSTON,  ofXouisiana,  the  Se- 
nate proMeded  to  the  consideration  <^  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish Judical  process  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  year  1789. 
Mr.  KANE  offered  several  amendments. 
Mr.  RO  WAN  inquired  whether  they  were  in  order  ? 
The  CHAIR  stated  that  they  were  not  in  ordert  but 
that  the  g«otleman  might  attain  hb  objeet  by  a  motion  to 
recoDuiut' the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  La.  nude  a  few  remarks,  and  the 
CHAIR  remarked,  that  it  would  Hot  be  in  order  to  move 
any  amendment  which  would  strike  out  any  part  the 
biil  adopted  at  a  former  period,  but  that  any  proviso 
might  be  added  to  it. 

Mr.  KANE  then  moved  an  addition  to  the  bill,  giving 
the  power  to  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  to  alter  and 
modify  the  mles  of  the  State  Courts,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  to  frame  new  rules  from  time  to  time,  8tc. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  so  as  to  restrict  this  power  to 
"matters  of  form  only:"  Which  was  agreed  to— U)  to  12. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  and 
the  bUl  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  few  moments  after  the  last  vote  was  taken,  Mr. 
WEBSTER  rose  and  said,  that,  when  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  geiuleman  fh>m  Kentucky  was  adopted,  he 
wasabsentibutashe  understood  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
^ape  would  operate  upon  all  the  Sutes,  he  should  move 
to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judituary.  He 
tiioug^t  its  provituons  ought  to  be  so  ftamed  as  to  suit  the 
purposes  of  all(  and  as  the  decinon  upon  such  questions 
belonged  pectUiarly  to  that  committee,  this  bill  ought  to 
be  once  more  referred  to  it.  The  bill  had  gone  through 
various  forms/  and,  in  that  in  which  it  now  appeaned,  he 


'  could  not  vote  for  it,  however  anxious  he  might  be  for 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  wmili  give  to  tbe 
new  States  the  process  promised  by  this  bill  But  he 
could  notsupport  it  while  it  proposrd  an  innovation  upon 
the  Judicature  of  the  old  States,  with  which,  in  realiQr,  it 
ought  to  have  nothing  to  do.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
this  matter,  made  complex  by  the  various  motions  in 
relation  to  it,  would  be  again  submitted  to  the  investiga* 
tion  of  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  H A YNE  inquired  whether  the  motion  to  reco[nm!t 
was  in  order.  The  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  until  it  had  been  read  a  third  time^  he  thought 
it  was  not  in  order  to  move  its  recommitment. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  in  strict  parliamentary  rule,  tbe 
motion  was  not  in  order;  but  it  had  been  always  the  prac- 
tice to  accede  to  a  motion  to  recommit,  when  not  opposed 
by  a  Senator. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  s»d  that  he  wasavene 
to  the  bill  in  its  presentfonn,befiauseit  would  doubtless 
be  lost,  if  persisted  in.  The  bill  was  framed  for  the  new 
States,  and  for  them  only.  If  th';  old  Stales  were  left  as 
they  were,  they  would  be  satisfied,  and  he  knew  no  rea- 
son why  the^  uiould  be  interfered  with.  If  they  were  so 
interfeml  with,  the  members  from  the  old  States  would 
vote  against  the  bill,  and  it  would  probably  fiul. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that,  if  the  gentieman  fitnn  8.  Caro- 
lina objected  to  the  motion,  it  would  be  conndered  outof 
order.  In  that  case,  the  gentleman  fi«m  Hassaehusetta 
could  move  the  reconnderation  of  the  vote,  by  wMch  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  made  no  objection  to  tbe  motion, 
and  had  spoken  merely  on  the  supposition  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  mles. 

Mr.  ROWAN  observed,  that  he  should  object  to  the 
motion.  He  had  no  fear  that  the  bill  would  be  endan* 
gered  by  opposing  it,  as  the  Senate  had  twice  decided  in 
fviot  of  the  bill  in  its  present  fbrm,  and  it  had  once  been 
objected,  at  an  early  st^v,  that  the  old  States  were  not 
included. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  considered  it  an  error,  that  all  the  old 
States  were  satisBed  witli  the  present  judicial  process. 
It  wag  also  a  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  this  bill 
would  be  oiherwipe  than  inconvenient,  or  that  it  would 
remedy  the  evils  now  complained  of.  To  confine  the  ex- 
ercise by  the  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  revising 
power,  to  "matteriof  fiirm  onh/,"  would,  in  a  great  de- 
gree prevent  the  Federal  junadtction  of  the  Snpreme 
Court.  Tbe  power  to  prescribe  rules  for  their  own  courts 
had  been  hitherto  given  to  the  Federal  Judges,  under 
certain  limitations;  and  it  could  not  be  confined  to  forms 
alone,  without  doing  serious  injury. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the  recommit- 
ment, as  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  seemed  to  him  inexpedient  and  improper. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommitting  tbe  bill 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  23  to  16. 


Fbidat,  Fbbbttaxt  29,  1828. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr  HARRISON  had  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the 
lateMoj.  Gen.  Brown;  which  was  read  twice,by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militaty  AfTaits. 

OFFICE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL. 

Tbe  resolution  submitted  veaterday  by  Mr.  CHAND- 
LER, toabollah  the  office  of^  Major  General  in  the  Atmy 
of  the  United  States,  was  considered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  he  fully  believed  the  office 
of  Major  General  was  not  necessary  in  the  present  state 
of  our  Army.  I'his  was  no  new  opinion,  but  had  long 
been  entertained  by  bim.  In  the  year  1821,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  other  House  to  fix  the  Military  PcMe 
Establishment  t  and  a  vote  of  the  Bouse  was  taken  on  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


878 


OF  D£BATKS  IN  CONGUESS. 


d74 


as,  i8a&] 


Office  of  M^Qmer^ 


[SENATE. 


■lueatiiHiofntiimn^oneBTlgadiier  General,  and  decided 
n«  fcvor  of  it  ^  a  Ittge  inajority.    But  the  frienda  of  Ge- 
Bcnl  Brown  mored  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and  had 
MiAcient  influence  to  succeed,  and  thereby  ensure  his  re- 
tc«tlon  in  the  service.   Hr.  C-  said  he  was  not  easily  in- 
duced to  second  the  views  of  the  fiiends  of  General  Brown  j 
but  he  did  eventually  vote  for  the  amendment  providing 
for  CMe  Major  General  and  two  Brigadier  Generals.  He 
bad  «Aer  regretted  the  vote  he  then  gave,  and  had  deter- 
nuncd,  on  the  fint  occauon  that  might  offer,  by  the  'va- 
cmncy  of  the  office,  to  move  to  aboliin  the  office  of  Major 
General,  conrincad,  as  he  wai^  that  a  feeling  of  gratitude 
X<k  General  Brown,  and  not  the  sober  judgment  of  Con* 
Sreaa,  had  retained  him  in  the  office.   One  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral was,  he  thought,  suOiciertt  f<>r  the  present  condition 
•nd  wants  of  our  Army.    There  would  be  two  Brigadier 
OeneraUIeftaAerthe  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  Ge- 
neral, and  they  would  be  able  to  do  all  the  duties  which 
eotild  be  required  or  needed  fr»m  a  Major  General  in  a 
time  of  profound  peaee.   The  raeaaure  would  alab  be  a 
Mving  to  the  country  vf  a  conKderable  annual"  sum. 

Hr.  HAKRISON  observed  that,  until  this  morning,  he 
had  not  been  aware  of  the  tenorof  the  resolution  offered 
ycflteiday  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  He  had  sup- 
posed that -it  was  in  the  general  form  of  resolutions  for  an 
loquiiv.  On  the  contrary,  be  found  it  to  be  an  imperative 
Arcetion  for  the  abtdition  of  the  ofRce  of  M^or  GeneraL 
The  ordtnaty  ooutse  was,  to  refer  all  such  matten  to  a 
contrruttee,  which  would  investigate  the  practicabiK^  and 
expediency  of  carrying  into  effect  the  measures  proposed, 
and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the  Senate  of  all  the  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  subject,  and  probable  effects  of  its 
adoption.  In  its  present  aspect,  the  resolution  met  with 
hU  dedded  disapprobation.  It  was  well  known  that, ' 
ndes  the  Major  General,  Ibr  whose  death  so  much  regret 
was  now  felt,  there  were  three  Major  Generals  by  Brevet. 
If  the  object  of  the  resolution  went  no  f^her  than  to  re- 
fuse to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  General 
Brown,  it  would,  in  fact,  not  make  the  change  anticipated 
the  gentleman  from  Maine.  £aoh  officer  would  take 
bia  iank,iMif,  and  emoluments,  as  pointed  out  by  the  pre- 
scnt  regulations.  If  economy  was,  therefore,  the'  object, 
the  resolution  would  not  compass  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  oflfered. 

Hr.  CHANDLER  said  that  his  object  was  to  Bboliah 
the  office  altogetlier.  He  would,  however,  go  fkrther, 
and  endeavor,by  some  additional  provisions,  to  avoid  this 
cffecta  predicted  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  that  the  whole  object  ought  to  be 
embraced  in  one  bill,  as  it  could  be  more  conveniently 
cenndered  when  taken  up  entire,  than  when  the  details 
were  separated.  He  wished  to  look  at  the  whole  of  the 
projected  change  at  once.  To  speak,  however,  of  that 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  present  resolution,  it 
was  a  well  known,  as  it  was  a  universal  ptaotiee,  where 
vacancies  occurred,  to  fill  tliem  with  the  officer  next  in 
rank.  This  would  be  the  case  in  the  present  instance. 
The  oldest  Brigadier  Genera]  would  take  the  situation  va- 
cated by  General  Brown.  Another  Brigadier  General 
would  succeed  to  the  oldest.  The  seniot  Colonel  would 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  cd'Brigadier,  and  so  on,  throurit 
the  surbordinate  ranks  of  the  army.  There  would  be 
no  economy  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  if  it  pass- 
ed into  a  law,  we  should  have  officers  in  precisely  the 
satBc  places,  doingtbe  same  duty,  and  drawing  the  same 
pay.  Althuugh  a  nominal  change,  would  be  effecteil,  it 
would  not  be  a  real  one,  so  far  as  the  object  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Maine  extended.  There  were  other  cAjections 
to  the  measure,  which  he  had  now,  scarcehr  time  to  de- 
monitrate  to  the  Senate .  The  present  establishment  was 
supposed  to  be  a  permanent  one.  Its  effects  upon  the 
condition  of  the  army  had  been  highly  salutary,  and  he 
beliered  that  it  was  popular.   The  system  was  most  tho- 


roughly sustained,  by  historical  Acte  and  experience.  It 
was  necessary  that  every  army  ahould  have  a  Command- 
ing General.    By  no  other  plan     command  could  unity 
of  design  and  action  be  ensured :  for  in  military  affairs 
especiiuly,  was  thedirer.tionof  one  head  required.  There 
had  been  memorable  instances  of  defeat  from  an  oppoute 
state  of  things,  which  must  be  ftmiliar  to  the  minds  of  idl 
who  have  become  conversant  with  military  histoiv.  A  case 
in  point  was  the  fUlure  of  the  French  army  in  the  Penin- 
sula, which  is  attributed  by  a  judicious  histurian  to  the 
want  of  a  commande^i^.chief.   The  French  forces  were 
commanded  by  seferal  distinguished  officen,  of  equal 
rank,  whose  operations  wanted  conwstency,  and  were, 
U>erefere,  rendered  inefl<ectual.    On  the  other  band. 
Lord  Wellington,  having  tiie  supreme  command,  gave  to 
his  movements  that  unity  of  purpoae,  and  direction  of  all 
his  forces  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  to  which  his 
operations  were  turned,  that  gave  him  a  decided  advan- 
ta^.    The  same  error  caused  much  evil  in  our  fint  cam- 
paign on  the  frontier  of  Canada,  daring  the  last  war.  It 
would  ever  beso;  and,  to  prevent  similar  embarrassments, 
the  present  system  had  been  eonndeml  effectual.  Th« 
fact  of  fhe  existence  of  peace  did  not  alter  the  prindple. 
The  Army  was  oi^nized  with  a  view  to  a  state  of  war. 
It  was,  in  its  present  state,  a  skeleton,  representing  the 
outlines  of  its  form  in  a  period  of  hostiUftr,  which  were  to 
be  filled  up  when  a  period  of  aetuil  semce  should  attive. 
The  grand'  principles  <^ its  formation  were  drawn  from 
the  position  in  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  place  it  in 
time  of  war.    It  could  hardly  be  proper  to  calculate  upon 
the  continuation  of  the  present  state  of  things.     He  was 
not  sure  that  the  world,  as  it  liow  existed,  promised  per* 
petual  peace.    While  there  existed  a  possibili^  that  a 
state     war  might  evB^  it  was  prudent  to  retdn  so  much 
of  an  OTganizcd  army  as-would  eoswe  that  our  prepara* 
tions  to  meet  it,  should  it  arrive,  may  not  be  discmicertetL 
The  present  system  compassed  this  design,  and  went  no 
farther,  and  he,  therefore,  considered  that  it  ou^t  not  to 
be  altmd.    He  was  dcsuous  that  the  resolution  might 
be  made  in  the  form  of  an  enqtury,  when  facts  and  ai^gu* 
menu  could  be  produced  to  the  Senate,  which  would  ma- 
terially assist  in  coming  to  a  right  and  proper  decision. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Ma^land,  said  he  understood  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  to  be  to  abolish  whatever  related  to 
the '  office  of  Major  General.  He  dissented  fiom  the  Se- 
nator from  Ohio,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  measure. 
Every  officer,  in  case  it  should  go  into  eflect,  would  re- 
main in' the  present  rank,  until  promoted  hv  the  due 
course,  which  was  the  nomination  of  the  n«sMent  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  Witfiout 
this  proeeas,  the  vacancy  mads  by  the  death  of  General 
Brown  would  remain  without  an  incumbent.  Nor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  re^lar  routine  of  promotions 
a  matter  (^course.  The  President  might  nominate  some 
citizen  to  fill  the  office,  as  in  the  case  of  Generd  Brown* 
and  of  Genend  Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  Peo- 
ple. The  President  was  not  bound  to  promote  the  M< 
gadier  Generals.  He  did  not  think  the  rank  of  Major 
General  necessary,  and  lie  knew  well  the  reason  for  re- 
taining in  the  service  the  Uriadier  Generals  afVer  the 
war.  They  had  done  great  service  during  the  war,  and 
the  coantry  felt  too  much  gratitude  fat  those  servicM  to 
allow  them  to  be  turned  on.  It  wsa  not  that  they  wera 
needed  to  command  our  litUe  Army  of 6000  men.  There 
seemed  to  him  no  difficulty  in  the  question.  The  oAc« 
was  not  required  by  the  existing  state  of  thii^t  aod  he 
should,  therefore, vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentlMMn 
from  Maine. 

Mr.  CHANPLER  that  his  ld>jcct  was  to  test  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  abolition  of  the  office  of 
Mijor  General.  It  was  not  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
send  the  resolution  to  a  Committee.  He  did  not  wree 
widi  the  gentleman  flom  Ohio  as  to  tbe  cfleet  of  the 
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meavure.     He  nw  no  inconvenience  tliat  could  ar'iM 
fivm  U.    The  pru:tice  had  been  changed  hy  the  act  of 
1821,  sothattheorderaoflhe  Department,  instead  otga- 
ing  through  the  hands  of  the  Adjutant  General,  passed 
first  through  the  hftndi  of  General  Bh)wn.    No  inconve- 
nience ooiitd  arise  from  ittifcing  off  the  office,  and  he 
was  not  coiw'ioced  that  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  as  to  the  economy  of  the  measure,  was  correct- 
Mr.  H  AYNE  observed,  that  it  was  the  usage  to  appoint 
a  committee,  f^msisting  of  men  most  conversant  with  mil- 
itary afTurs,  to  whom  aJl  ([uestiona  un  the  subject  were 
referredt  IS  it  leemed,     »  mattet  of  course.   The  gen - 
tienianfrom  Maine  and  Ohioj  whonow^flered  so  widely 
on  the  subject,  were  members,  and  it  was  cerl&inly  ex- 
pedient to  refer  the  resolution  to  their  investigation.  The 
proposition  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Maine,  was,  he  appre- 
pended,  a  departure  from  the  rules  of  the  Senate;  and, 
he  thought,  would  produce  much  embarrassment,  if  per- 
iigted  in.   There  were  many  considerations. which  would 
most  appropriately  occupy  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
and  which  ought  to  be  examined  before  the  Senate  passed 
upon  the  resolution.    They  must  enquire  what  the  effect 
of  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  General  would  be 
upon  the  Brevet  Generals,  and  upon  the  Army,  and  its 
ducipline.    Upon  these,  and  many  other  questions  which 
natural^  presented  themselves,  and  which  could  not  be 
settled  m  a  partial  or  hurried  investigation,  he  wished 
the  committee  might  deliberate  and  report.    lie  found 
an  additional  reason  for  wishing  the  reference  from  the 
diversity  of  opinion  that  had  been  shown  by  the  two  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Militaiy  Committee.   They  are  totally  at 
variance  intheir  opimons  of  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
and  others^  who  are  not  BO  well  versed  in  military  affairs, 
may  veil,  under  such  circumstances,  ask  for  infonnation. 
Let  us,  therefore,  send  the  resolution  to  the  Military 
Committee,  that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  each  other, 
investigate  the  whole  subject,  compare  tlieir  views,  and 
report  whether  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  alto- 
gether, or  whether  the  country  will  be  served  hy  abolish- 
ing the  office  of  Major  General.    When  this  is  done,  the 
Senate  will  be  prepared  to  act  understandingly  on  tlie 
subject.    Witli  these  views,  he  was  in  favor  of  referring 
the  resolution  to  the  Militaty  Committee- 
Mr.  HACON  said  he  thought  the  gcnUeman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken.    Ue  believed  the  rule  was 
to  settle  the  principle  of  any  (question  first  in  the  Senate, 
and  then  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  details. 
He  alluded  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former  legislation. 
Asto  the  project  itself,  it  met  with  his  approbation.  He 
believed,  if  a  nation  went  to  war,  it  was  bad  to  have  too 
many  high  officers.     They  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  of  the  Army.    By  whom, 
said  Mr.  M.  were  your  great  exploits  performed  during 
the  last  war  ^—1  don't  mean  to  say  any  thing  against  the 
crfd  men — they  were  performed  by  men  in  the  vigor  of 
life,  and  full  of  ambition.    And  if  Vou  have  another  war, 
it  wilt  be  so  again.    I'here  was  always  about  an  equal 
ahare  of  military  talent  in  every  Army.    Time*  of  peace 
did  not  call  out  that  kind  of  talent.    When  war  came,  the 
Und  of  character  ^ou  want  will  come  out,  nor  was  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  seeking  it  out  when  it  was  not  wanted.  In 
time  of  need,  military  genius  will  always  show  itself  with- 
out its  being  necessary  to  search  aftei>it.    He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  and  thought 
it  not  ncceataty  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  a  committee. 

Hr.  HAYNE  rose  to  move  an  amendment  of  the  reso- 
lation ;  but 

Hr.  BEBRIEN  said,  that,  with  the  permission  of  his 
friend  fitim  South  Carolina,  he  would  offer  an  amendment 
which  he  bad  committed  to  writing,  and  which  would  cm- 
brace  the  views  of  that  gentleman.  He  then  moved  a 
substitute  to  the  resolution,  making  its  object  matter  of 
the  inquiry  of  the  Military  Committee,  to  report  upon  it 
by  bill;  or  odterwUe. 


Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  in  answer  to  bis  remarks, 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  stated  that  his  objects  were 
solely  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Major  General,  and 
to  save  the  amount  of  that  officer's  pay.  But  Mr.  H.  Mt 
well  assured  that  the  measure  would  not  save  a  dollar. 
His  friend  from  Maryland  had  mistaken  his  remarks  as  to 
the  manner  of  promotion.  He  did  not  say,  that,  if  an 
officer  was  killed,  the  next  in  command  succeeded  to  his 
rank.  He  had  intended  to  say  that  he  did  succeed  to  his 
command  as  completely  as  if  he  had  his  commission  in  his 
pocket.  He  could  not  suppose  that  a  ^od  reason  conM 
be  adduced  against  referring  the  resolution  to  the  Military 
Committee.  They  would  report  the  facts,  and  give  a 
statement  of  the  probable  effect  of  the  resolution.  lie 
had  no  other  anxiety  on  the  subject,  but  a^  far  as  its  de- 
cision would  operate  upon  the  discipline  of  the  Army  and 
the  expectations  of  the  i'^ople.  I'here  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reference ;  because  any  gentleman  could 
nave  an  opportunity  of  expressing  himself  when  the  re* 
port  of  the  Committee  came  up.  lie  would  assure  the 
Senate  that  there  was  enough  to  be  said,  and  to  be  deve- 
loped on  this  subject,  which  could  not  be  done  in  a  casual 
debate,  to  render  it  a  fit  subject  for  a  reference.  He, 
thereibre.hDped  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  accede 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  there  appeared  to  (he 
gentlemen  of  the  Senate  a  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
whether  the  sffice  of  Major  General  was  n^cessar^'  or 
not.  For  his  own  part  he  did  not  think  an  investigation 
by  a  Committee  necessary  ;  and  was  opposed  to  it,  not 
only  beca\ise  the  question  could  he  as  well  settled  in  the 
Senate,  but  for  the  reason  that  the  session  had  &r  ad- 
vanced, and  many  olher  important  subjects  were  yet  to 
be  acted  upon,  winch  might  interfere  with  Ibis  resolution, 
if  it  should  be  refun'cd. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail,  becau&e  the  discussion  of  the  question  could  as 
well  take  place  now  as  hereafter.  The  suliject  had,  in 
former  times,  been  thoroughly  debated.  After  the  war, 
the  subject  of  a  peace  establiBhment  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  Coneress.  The  number  of  men  to  be  retained  was 
fixed  by  different  persons  variously,  from  10  to  20,000  ; 
the  former  number  was  fixed  upon.  Afterwards,  in  1821, 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  further  reduction  pro- 
posed, and  the  Army  was  brought  down  to  6,000,  and 
certain  officers  were  to  go  off  the  list.  It  was  then 
argued  that  die  officers  could  not  be  dispensed  with ; 
that  their  numbers  could  not  be  reduced  without  destroy- 
ing the  Army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  which  they  as- 
sisted to  keep  up.  Next  year,  however,  Mr.  Monroe,  in 
his  message,  stated  that  the  affairs  of  the  Army  went  on 
well,  and  that  its  present  organization  was  as  it  should  be. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  office  of  Major  General  would 
not  have  been  retained  but  for  the  merit  of  the  incum- 
bent. He  had  fought  several  buttles;  displayed  great 
skill  and  courage  j  and  was  unwilling  to  leave  the  ser- 
vice. To  retain  him,  therefore,  and  as  a  reward  for  tus 
services,  he  was  made  Major  General.  General  Jackson, 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  was  appointed  Governor  of 
Florida.  That  the  ot&cc  was  useless,  he  never  had  a 
doubt.  In  the  days  of  Jefferson  there  was  but  one  Bri- 
gadier Central  retained  upon  the  peace  cHlablishmeiit. 
Nor  \s  as  there  any  greater  necessity  for  a  Major  General 
now  than  then.  The  Army  was  at  present  billeted 
about  ill  parlies  of  twenty  men  in  u  place — the  whole 
consisting  of  but  6,000— yet,  with  all  the  discipline, 
and  out  of  this  small  number,  bv  the  documeiils,  it 
appcond  that  from  1,500  to  ?,000"de9erted  every  year. 
He  recollected  that,  a(  the  time  of  t!ie  appointment  of 
Genenil  Brown  as  Major  General,  it  was  aigiied  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  commanding  officers  at  tlic  Scat  of 
Government,  liiut  they  might  despatch  the  orders  from 
the  Department,  and  be  diixctly  in  contact  w^th  the  Go- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


877 


OF  . DEBATES  IN  GONUBESS. 


87d 


rn.  39, 1838.3 


Offiet  of  Migor  GefUrU. 


[SENATE. 


▼nninent.  Bat  he  knew  not  one  advantage  that  had 
Kwn  out  of  it.  Your  Araiy,  said  Mr.  S. ,  is  overstocked , 
■ltd  tliere  are  now,  in  this  mere  shat'-ow  of  an  Army,  offi- 
cm  enough  for  one  of  50,000  men.  All  the  facts  were 
DOW  before  the  Senate.  Every  member  was  more  or  less 
twiuainted  with  them.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  better 
(0  letthe  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  express  tlielr  views 
here.  Or,  if  they  are  taken  off  their  guard  by  any  sud- 
den ugument,  let  them  ask  fur  delay.  He  would  favor 
ntch  ft  request.  He  wished  to  hear  the  views  of  gentle- 
mtB  conversant  with  the  subject,  and  hoped  they  would 
express  them  beibre  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  of  opinion  tliatthe  decision  of  the 
Senate,on  this  resolution,  would  not  be  asusted  by  the  in- 
TCstigation  of  a  committee.  He  belie>-ed  its  discussion  in 
the  Senate  would  be  equally  productive  of  a  satisfactory 
tcsuh.  Not  thinking,  however,  tliat  the  subject  could  be 
decided  in  a  moment,  he  thought  the  resolution  of  the 
gentlenun  from  Mairie  had  better  be  laid  over  until  ano- 
uier  day.  With  this  view,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  ta- 
ble until  Monday  ;  but  obser\'ed  that  he  would  withdraw 
the  motion,  if  any  gentleman  desired  to  express  himself. 

Mr.  HARKISUN  said  he  hoped  that  a  decisioii  might 
first  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor-  ! 
gia.    If  that  failed,  he  would  accede  to  the  motion  of  the  , 
gentleman  from  Missouri  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  BKHRIEN  observed  that,  in  making  his  motion, 
be  had  been  actuated  by  a  wish  to  obtain  information  on 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  not  familiar.  He  had  heard 
nmhing  in  this  debate  to  alter  the  oninion  he  had  pre* 
vtoualy  entertained,  or  to  enlighten  bim  on  the  subject. 
If  the  resolution  was  refi-rred  to  the  Military'  Committee, 
gentlemen  conversant  with  the  matter  would  be  able,  at 
a  future  day,  to  give  information  upon  which  it  would  be 
safe  to  decide.  With  a  desire  to  confine  the  Military  Es 
tablishment  within  the  narrowest  limits,  he  wished  to 
SToitl  any  measure  which  should  operate  injuriously  up- 
on the  usefulness  or  elBcienc}  of  the  Army.  He  would 
submit  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  whether  it  would 
not  be  belter  to  allow  the  resolution  to  go  to  the  commit- 
ter, to  afford  that  light  upon  the  subject,  tu  enable  the 
Senate  to  come  to  a  deliberate  decision,  and  enable  the 
Seaatois  to  examine  their  votes  on  the  subject,  with  sa- 
tHfikCtmn,  at  an  after  day.  He  sliould  suppose  that  these 
con^derations  would  operate  to  demonstrate  the  proprie- 
ty of  a  re^rence.  He  was  not  a  military  man,  but  was 
called  upon  to  perform  hu  duty,  which  he  wished  to  do 
1  nd  enitan  di  ngly . 

Mr.  HAYNE  expressed  a  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Hisbouri  would  not  press  iiis  motion.  SItould  the 
amendment  fitil,  he  would  then  be  disposed  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  If  the  Senate  was  f^tvorable  to 
an  inquiry  by  the  Comtnittee  on  MUitsry  Affairs,  it  ought 
lo  be  made  immediately  :  and,  if  not,  a  delay  ought  to 
be  had,  and  the  subject  acted  on  liberally.  Some  discus- 
sion has  arisen  on  the  effect  of  the  measure.  -  But,  if  the 
office  should  be  abolished,  would  that  settle  Die  difier- 
ence  between  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
whose  opinions  are  at  utter  variance  i  One  says  that  it 
will  remove  th-:  expense. of  the  pay  of  the  Major  Gene- 
ra), and  the  other  says  that  it  will  not  save  a  dollar  ;  but 
that  a  motion  will  take  place  through  all  the  grades  of 
the  Army.  Let  us  have  theee  questions  examined,  and 
let  us  have  some  ground  to  act  upon.  If  it  can  be  demon- 
strated that  the  army  may  be  reduced  from^i  division  to 
ft  brigade,  I  am  wiling  tu  do  it.  But  1  want,  ^n  the  first 
pUce,  to  have  l-ght  upon  the  subject,  and  know  how  and 
why  to  act.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  M*cox]  that,  principles  wei-e  first 
•eltled  in  the  Seriate,  and  tlie  details  afterwards  id  the 
Committees,  there  is  a  wide  dift'erence  between  CHses, 
where  ihe  pri-ioiple  is  to  4ic  acllled  before  the  details, 
and  tbase  iii  which  facts  arc.  lo  be  explained,  to  enable 


members  to  totm  a  dedaon  upon  the  subject.  This  mat- 
ter peculiarly  required  to  be  investigated  by  a  Committee, 
and  lie  I. oped  it  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  we  had  had  two  peace  establish- 
ments, and  in  each  there  hud  been  a  Major  General.  How 
the  Senate  were,  by  ^e  gift  of  prophecy,  going  to  sup- 
pose the  effect  of  abolishing  the  office,  he  £d  not  know. 
It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  go  back  and 
make  ini|uiry  into  the  causes  for  the  creation  of  that  of- 
fice, and  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He 
wished  to  liave  the  fact*.  It  could  not  be  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  was  afraid  lo  trust  to  a  committee  of 
the  Senate  ;-  and  if  not,  his  object  would  be  mure  easily 
obtained  by  the  reference,  rie  did  not  wish  to  vote  in  the 
darit.  It  was  a  very  imporUnt  subject,  and  ought  to  be 
acted  upon  with  cMition.  Ue  had  formerly  been  opposed 
to  a  standing  army;  but  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether,  at 
this  time,  it  could  be  safely  increased  or  dinunirited.  The 
subject  ought,  therefore,  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afliurs. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  remarked,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  reason  for  wishing  for  a  precipitate  decision 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  did  not  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  until  all  ti»e  members  shotdd  have  become  informed 
upon  the  subject.  But  it  is  said  that  it  is  proper  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  committee.  This  is  a  statement  to  whicli 
a  doubt  may  be  started.  In  different  bodies  the  modes  of 
proceeding  are  different.  Had  this  resolution  been  in- 
troduced in  such  a  body  u  tfae  House  of  RepresenUtives, 
it  would  have  been  committed— to  what  ?— To  the  Com- 
mittee.of  the  Whole,  because,  as  it  aflecls  the  whole 
country,  eveiy  member  oug^ht  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  the  arguments  pro  and  con,  and  to  offer  his  opinion 
upon  it.  But  in  this  body,  swd  Mr.  T ,  it  is^the  same 
thing  to  submit  a  subject  to  the  whole  Senate  as  in  the 
House  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  was 
the  reason  why  he  thought  the  resolution  should  be  laid 
on  the  table  until  every  member  was  satisfied  wieh  the 
opinion  he  should  have  formed  upon  it.  There  were  sub  ■ 
jects  of  great  importance,  which  ought  not  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because  they  depend  upon 
facta  not  accesnble  to  all  the  members,  and  which  could 
be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  standing  committee,  or  of 
which  the  members  might  be  in  possession.  But  was 
this  such  a  subject  f  The  questions  he  would  ask  were  : 
Does  this  subject  interest  the  whole  counliy  > — and  is  it 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to  obtain  the 
fiw:ts>  Now,  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  think  we  can  gel  ao  much 
information  in  the  Senate  as  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aff«ra.  Besides,  the  opinion  you  get  from  (he  cum- 
mittec  is  but  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  its  members. 
Ynu  do  not  hear  the  opinions  of  the  minority,  while,  if  it 
was  discussed  in  the  Senate,  you  get  the  opinions  of  all. 
Tlierefore,  this  being  a  subject  which  interests  the  whole 
Union,  and  which,  in  the  other  House,  would  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  the  subject  under 
coiisidtrmtion  can  as  well  be  understood  without  a  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  as  witli,  he  was  in  favor'  of  lay- 
ing it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BERKIEN  said,  that,  when  the  report  siiould  be 
brouglit  up,  there  would  be  ample  opportunity  for  discm- 
sion,  so  that  the  minorit;y  of  the  committee  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  opposing  the  report.  Those  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  subject,  would  bs  better  able  to 
understand  it  by  thf  assistance  of  the  report.  He  was 
not  di  . posed  now  lo  discuss  the  matter.  But,  in  asking 
for  information  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Afliiira,  he 
simply  desired  to  avoid  any  eiror  which  he  might  fall  into, 
if,  uninformed,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  give  liis  vote. 
If  the  Senate  should  be  averse  to  the  reference,  he  wish- 
ed lo  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  obtaining  that  inf<H-ma. 
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tion,  without  which,  he  must  feel  doubtful  what  course  to 
take.  He,  therefore,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo* 
tion  to  amend. 

The  oall  being  sustained,  tlie  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  off'ered  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  and  dcaded 
in  the  afBimatire. 

MoHiraT,  BIabo  3.  1828. 

ON  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON*  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  conaideratton  of  the  following  KKdutirni^  aubnutted 
by  liim  on  the  36th  ult. 

"  Hetohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instruct 
ed  to  inquire  whether  any  error  has  occurred  in  the  con 
Btruction  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  " 
ad  to  provide  for  ike  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  passed 
the  third  day  of  March,  1817,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
surplus  revenue  to  be  retuned  in  the  Treasury  t  *nd,  if  so, 
to  report  an  amendment  for  festoring  the  section  to  its 
true  intent  and  meaning. 

"  Also,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  alterin|^  and  amending  the 
same  section  (.if  "o  error  be  found  in  the  construction 
thereof)  as  to  reduce  the  amount  ofaurplua  revenue  re- 
quired by  that  section  to  remain  in  the  'lYeasury,  from 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  one  million  or  Icm. 

**  Also,  That  tile  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  in 
quire  into  the  expe^eney  of  so  altering  and  amending 
(he  iifih  section  of  the  same  act,  aa  to  invest  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking.Fund  with  a  dUereHonary,  instead 
of  a  United  authority,  in  making  purchases  tif  tlic  public 
debt,  ai  itt  market  pricey  whenever,  in  their  judgment, 
such  purcliasee  can  be  made  beneficially  for  the  interest* 
of  the  United  States,  and  when  the  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  andjexisting  engagements  will  permit  them  to  do  to, 
'*  Also,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Ssnate,  showing  within  what  time  the  pre- 
sent debt  of  the  United  States  may  probably  be  paid  off; 
and  upon  what  articleg,  and  to  what  amount,  the  present 
duties  may  then  be  reduced  or  aboli^ed,  consistently  with 
the  general  interesta  Of  the  whole  Union." 

l^e  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  BENTON  roa^  and  ad- 
dressed the  Senate.  He  said  that  the  first  branch  of  there- 
solution  went  upon  the  supposition  that  there  was  an  error 
in  the  construction  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817 
and  that  he  might  avoid  all  occasion  for  misapprehen< 
sion,  here  or  elsewhere,  he  would  aay  at  once,  that  this 
error,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  of  older  date  than  the  exis- 
tence of  tUe  preaent  Administrationt  and,  of  course,  that 
the  inquiry  that  he  proposed  to  institute,  whatever  might 
be  its  result,/was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing  on  the 
conduct  of  gentlemen  now  at  the  bead  of  affairs.  He 
believed,  himself,  timt  the  error  existed,  that  it  was  inju- 
riouH  to  the  public  sei  vice,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Gmrernment  to  coirect  it- 
The  fourth  section  of  that  aet  directed,  that,  whenever, 
"in  any year,"tbere should  be,  "at  theri$eofCon^re»t," 
a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  more  than  two  milhons  of 
dollars  above  the  appropriation  for  the -service  of  <*«ucA 
year"  that  all  the  excess  above  that  sum  should  be  forth- 
with paid  to  the  Commisnoncra  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
be  by  them  immediately  applied  to  the  purchase  or  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt.  The  words  of  thic  section, 
Kaid  Mr.  B-  are  as  clear  and  positive  as  words  C4Ui  be,  in 
limiting  the  amount  to  be  left  in  the  I'reasury,  to  two 
millions  of  dollars,  ovtrr  and  above  the  appropriations  for 
the  year;  but  the  construction  which  hws  been  put  upon 
them,  as  wc  see  from  the  annual  Treasury  Heporta,  makes 
these  two  millions  to  be  exclusive  of  the  unapplied  ba- 
lance of  the  previous  year's  appropriations.  These  un- 
applied balanceft  usually  einouiit,  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
oupwai'da  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  are  usiulfy  re- 


duced, in  the  course  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  ensuing  year, 
to^  less  than  two  millions;  so  that  a  reservation  of  two 
millions,  at  the  rise  ofCongress,  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
them.  The  difiarence  of  the  two  constructions  is,  that, 
by  lay^  fionatruction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of  two  mil. 
1ions_  in  the  Treasury  before  any  thing  can  go  to  tht 
Sinking  Fund  ;  by  the  Treasury  con8truolioI^  there  must 
be  a  surplus  of  about  four  millions  first  This  eonstnietion 
is  clearly  at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  stiU 
more  with  its  plain  intent  and  obvious  meaning.  Its  in- 
tent wasto  hasten  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  prevent  a  sinj^e  idle  dollar  from  lying 
in  the  Treasury ;  but  this  construction  leaves  two  milbons 
idle  in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in  the  Bank  c^the  United 
Statea,  idle  to  us,  though  it  may  be  productive  to  Uiat  in- 
stitution,  while  the  People  of  tlie  United  State*  arepqnng 
its  interest,  equal  to  #130,000  per  annum,  to  the  public 
creditors. 

Mr.  B.  entered  conwdenbly  into  detail,  far  the  purpoie 
of  showing  the  nature  and  amount  of  these  unexpended 
balances.  He  said  they  existed  in  all  Government^  and 
must  neceasariljr  exist  to  a  greater  or  lessamount,  accord- 
ing to  the  magnitude  cf  their  receipts  and  expenditures. 
To  ilhutrate  th'.s,  he  would  suppose  that  the  present  year 
was  the  first  of  the  existence  of  this  Government,  and  that 
the  appropriation  for  its  service  was  ten  millions  ofdol* 
lata.  Now,  it  would  follow,  of  necessity,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  this  ten  millions  could  not  hie  paid  out  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  Distance  alone  would  prevent  some 
denuinds  from  getting  in  1  casuidtieaand  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regular  arrival  of  othen;  defective  vouchers, 
or  press  of  business  iu  the  offices,  would  prevent  some 
firom  being  adjusted,  for  weeks,  or  montb^after  they  came 
in  {  in  some  instances  the  service  could  not  be  rendered, 
the  work  could  not  be  done,  the  contract  could  not  be 
performed,  for  which  the  money  was  to  be  pud,  until  after 
the  lapse  of  the  yeari  and  in  many  cases,  th*  amount  ap- 
propriated, would  be  more  than  enough,  and  would  leave 
a  balance  that  would  not  be  called  for  at  all.  Prom  all 
these  causes,  it  would  certainly  happen,  that  a  conudera- 
ble  portion  of  the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  would  remain  unexpended  at  its  endj  and  to  on, 
year  after  year,  as  long  aa  the  Government  existed.  The 
history  of  our  own  GoTemment  ^wa  that  these  balances 
amount  to  upwards  of  three  nuIUona  of  dollars;  and  they 
are  always  considerably  reduced  in  the  first  quarterof the 
ensuing  year,  to  that  two  millions  at  the  rtie  of  any  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  is  an  ample  allowance  to  meet  them. 
It  was  upon  the  knowleil^  these  fiurts,  that  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  able  and  accomplished  author  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  act  of  1817,  fixed  upon  two  millions  for  that 
purpose  t  but  even  this  I  hold  to  be  an  unnecessary  pro* 
vision  )  'f<>r  the  annual  appropriation  of  another  ten  mil- 
lions before  the  rise  of  Congress,  for  the  new  year's  ser. 
vice,  would  leave  another  unexpended  balance  of  three 
millions  to  meet  that  of  the  prrceding  year ;  and  ao  on, 
as  long  as  the  Goveroment  lasted  {  at  the  end  of  which, 
and  not  before,  would  the  two  nu^ns  be  wanted  to  pay 
off  the  outstanding  clutna. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  manner  of  stating  tlie  public  ac- 
counts at  the  British  Treasury,  aliewed  the  nature  and 
amount  of  these  balances  more  plainly  than  they  are  seen 
m  otu-  annual  Treasury  Reports.  The  Englidi  used  three 
columns,  we  but  two.  In  the  British  account  the  first 
column  shewed  the  oofec/ of  the  appropriation;  the  second 
shewed  the  amount  appropriated f  the  third,  the  amount 
pmdout.  In  ours,  we  only  see  iheobfeet  of  Uie  apprmri 
ation,  and  the  amount  paid  out.  The  difference  is,  that 
in  the  British  account,  you  see  the  balances  in  detail,  upon 
each  separate  item  t  in  ours,  you  only  see  it  in  groi^  and 
that  some  where  else,  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

With  respect  to  these  balances,  Mr.  B.  said  the^  amount- 
ed to  a  large  sum,  consttlutihg  a  standing  depou^ 
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Buk  which  bftd  the  keeping  of  the  public  money,  tnd 
eertunly  yielded  a  huidsome  profit  to  that  institution. 
In  EngUnd.  while  the  principil  diibursing  officers  were 
tborown  TKawrers^  the  profit  on  the  keeping  of  thete 
bidance^  wm  a  perqt^ote  of  the  office,  and  quickly  made 
the  fortune  of  the  incumbent.  The  elder  Mr.  Ktt,  when 
hr  was  Paymaster  of  the  forces,  about  the  year  1740,  was 
the  first  who  refuaed  to  appropriate  the  profits  of  these 
balances  to  his  own  emolument,  and  accounted  for  them 
to  the  Goremment.  The  average  balance  in  tbe  Pay- 
master's hands,  was  then  about  100,000  pounds  sterling, 
and  interest  about  four  per  cent,  t  so  that  Hr.  Pitt  gave  up 
about  ^000  pounds  per  annum,  which  any  banker  wotild 
bare  given  htm  for  toe  deponte  and  use  of  his  baluices. 
In  later  times,  when  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  so  much  increased  as  to  swell  this  balance 
to  a  million  sterling,  Hr.  Burke,  being  Paynjaster  of  the 
fbrees^fUiowed  the  example  of  Hr.  Pitt,  and  accounted 
to  the  Government  tar  the  thirty  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
ninn,  which  it  commanded  from  the  bankers.  At  present, 
the  Bank  of  England  keeps  the  Goremment  money,  and 
the  aggregate  balances  amounted  sontc  years,  to  eleven 
millions,  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  our  whole  reve- 
nue. Whether  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
amount  he  knew  not,  but  he  did  know  that  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States  p^  nirthuig  for  the  use  of  Uie  public 
maiey  in  its  hands ;  he  believed  there  was  often  nve  or 
MX  millions  on  hand,  fhmi  the  collection  of  the  public  re- 
veouet  and  lie  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  sty,  whether 
it  was  rMtt  or  excusable,  to  augment  that  great  and  gra- 
tuitous <kpositc,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  more,  by 
acquiescing  in  an  erroneous  construction  of  one  of  our 
own  statutes  * 

Ifr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  branch  of  the  reaolu- 
tion,  wtiien  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  repeal  entirely,  the 
reservation  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  if  tbe  construction 
he  contended  for  was  not  adopted.  IF  his  construction 
wasailopted,  and  the  act  of  1817  amended  accordingly, 
Uien  the  reservation  might  remain  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
outstanding  claims  (rf'the  previous  year,  as  remained  un< 
paid  at  the  xnd  of  each  sesnon  of  Congress.  But,  if  that 
construction  ^ould  not  be  adopted,  and  the  Treasury 
praetice  should  continue,  of  reserving  this  two  millions, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  on  hand,  then  the 
question  would  present  itseH^  how  fkr  it  was  proper  or 
justifiable  to  leave  this  two  millions  as  a  permanent  and 
mtuitoiiB  deposite  in  the  Federal  Bank?  He  conceived 
It  would  be  neither  proper  nor  justifiable  to  make  such 
an  unprofit^Ie  disposition  of  so  la^e  a  sum  of  the  public 
money.  There  was  no  necesnty  lor  it,  nor  any  pcMsible 
way  of  using  it  for  the  public  good.  The  common  notion, 
that  this  reservation  was  a  contingent  provision  for  unfbre- 
•een  demands,  was  unfounded  and  fallacious.  No  such 
demand  had  ever  occurred  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Government,  and  none  such  could  be  paid,  if  they  did  oc- 
cur: for,  not  acent  of  tbismotiey  could  be  used,  until  Con. 
gresB  should  meet,  and  pass  an  appropriation  law  to  draw 
It  from  the  Treasury.  No  such  reservation  existed  before 
1817,  and  no  part  of  it  had  been  used  since  t  and  these 
&cts  should  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  correctness  of  the 
construction  for  which  1  contend.  But,  if  that  construc- 
tion is  not  adopted,  the  same  fiicts  will  shew  the  propriety 
of  repealing  the  reservstion  m  into.  The  repeal  would 
let  two  millions  more  go  annually  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
than  would  otherwise  go  to  it,  and  would  save  il20,900 
of  annual  interest,  a  sum  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  claim 
the  attention  of  idl  the  friends  of  economy. 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  proposes  to  enlarge 
the  authority  pven  to  the  Commiswoncrs  by  the  5th  sec- 
tion c^the  Sii»ing  Fund  act,  so  as  to  vest  them  with  a 
discretionary,  iii^ead  of  a  limited  authority,  in  making 
purchases  of  the  public  debt  at  its  market  jnia.  As  the 
section  now  atandit,  the  authority  given  by  it  is  nugatory. 


Tbe  limitations  defeat  its  intention.  The  CommisMoners 
are  restricted  jh)m  piirchaang  the  three  per  cent,  stocks 
until  they  fall  to  sixty  five  doilam  for  a  htmdred,  and  the 
six  per  cents  until  they  are  at  par  (  and  the  four  and  a 
half  and  five  per  cents  they  cannot  purchase  at  all,  be- 
cause they  have  been  created  «nce  the  passage  of  the 
act,  and  are  not  included  in  it.  The  three  per  cents  are 
now  at  S5,  and  will  not  fall  lower  except  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  being  paid,  (for  the  value  of  stocks  is  now  in  pro- 
portion to  their  durationO  *hc  six  per  cents  will  never  be 
at  par  (  and  the  four  ami  a  half  and  five  per  cenU  are, 
some  of  them.  Irredeemable  fiir  seven  or  eight  years  to 
come.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  certain  that  the  means  of 
the  Trea9ut7  will  be  competent  to  the  extinction  of  se- 
veral millions  of  debt  more  than  is  redeemable,  and,  un- 
less the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  authori- 
ty to  purchase  at  the  market  price,  this  laive  accumula- 
tion of  money  must  either  lie  in  the  federal  Bank,  as  a 
gratuitous  depoaite,  or  be  lavished  upon  objects  which 
might  not  be  thou^t  of  except  for  this  tempting  pile  of 
money.  The  question,  then,  for  Confress  now  to  decide, 
18,  whether  this  accumulation  of  money  shall  go  to  the 
bank  for  nothing,  or  be  lavished  upon  unknown  and  un. 
knowabte  objects,  or  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt  in  the  only  practicable  mode,  that  of  pur- 
chasing it  up  before  it  is  redeemable,  at  the  market  price. 
My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  this  last  alterna- 
tive. I  believe  that  our  Commisnonera  may  be  safelv 
trusted  with  this  authority.  The  British  Commissionera 
have  exercised  the  same  authority  since  the  firat  estab- 
lishment of  their  Sinking  Fund  in  1816  :  they  have  pur- 
chased twenty  times  the  amount  of  our  present  debt,  and 
have  never  been  accused  of  abusing  their  trust.  Our 
Commissioners  mtist  be  equally  worthy  of  public  confi- 
dence. Tbey  consist,  and  must  consist,  of  men  who 
(»nnot  be  presumed  to  taek  discernment  to  tee,  or  intec- 
nty  to  preffcr  the  best  bargain  for  their  country.  They 
are  gentlemen  who  fill,  and  must  fill,  the  highest  offices 
rfthe  country- the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Justice, 
the  SCCTetanea  of  State  and  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General.  An  objection  to  conferring  this  authority  on 
such  a  body  of  men,  cannot  be  an  objection  to  them,  but 
a?  objection  to  the  object  of  the  authority  ,  that  is  to  sav 
to  the  payment  of  the  debt  itaelf.  That  there  arc  perains 
who  will  make  tliat  objection,  is  beyond  question.  I 
speak,  not  of  Senators  nor  of  individuals,  in  op  out  of  this 
Chamber,  but  of  numerous  and  powerful  classes  of  the 
community,  whose  sentiments  are  known  to  roe.  There 

■7,1!"^^  '      •P*'^^  1'  The  hoWer. 

of  the  debt  are  against  its  payment,  because  they  wUh  to 
live  at  their  ease  upon  the  interest,  ami  have  the  whole 
country  bound  and  mortgaged  to  them  for  the  ultimate 
payment  of  the  pnncipal.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  pla- 
ces in  which  the  debt  is  owned  arc  against  it,  because  it 
hasdnwn  an  hundre<l  and  fifty  millionti  ofdollam  into  their 
neighbourhoods,  and  is  still  drawing  on  at  the  rate  of  Uirce 
millions  per  annum.  3.  Some  dinnterestcd  people  are 
against  if,  because  they  are  afraid  that  foreigners  will  carTV 
off  the  twenty  millions  owned  by  them,  and  make  a  dearth 
of  money  at  homej  as  if  the  place  of  this  twenty  would  not 
be  supphed  by  the  forty  millions  paid  to  domestic  credit- 
ors, and  which  would  then  come  into  circulation  ;  and  as 
if  the  foreigners  had  not  already  three  times  carried  away 
the  amount  of  their  capital  in  interest,  and  would  again 
carry  off  Its  amount,  in  the  same  way,  in  every  successive 
penod  of  sixteen  years,  until  the  capital  was  paid  !  4  Ano- 
ther class  is  opposed  to  it.  because  they  look  upon  a  pub- 
lie  debt  as  auxiliary  to  the  strength  and  duration  </  the 
Government,  by  interesting  the  moneyed  interest,  and 
bmding  them  to  its  support.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  a 
very  ancient  doctnne,  but  not  without  its  advocates  in 
modem  times.  It  is  the  ittveniion  of  a  crafty  Greek,  who 
had  to  make  up  in  fiaud  what  he  lacked  in  forcei  I  speak 
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of  Eumenes,  who  vraa  Secretiuy  to  Alexander  the  Great. 
This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the  death  of  his  master,  put  in, 
amon^  the  Generals,  for  a  kingdom  out  of  the  wrecki  of 
his  empire;  and  having  no  army  to  sustain  his  pretensions, 
he  liad  recourse  to  fraud  to  raise  one  and  bind  it  to  him. 
For  this  purpose  he  borrowed  all  the  money  he  could 
from  officers  and  soldiers,  and  then  told  ihem  that  their 
chance  for  payment  depended  upon  their  supporting  him 
in  possesion  of  Cappadocia  and  Paphlagonia,  provinces 
which  he -had  marked  out  for  his  futare  kingdom.  Of' 
conrse  these  officers  and  soldiers  did  not  want  to  lose  thf  ir 
money;  and,  like  provident  men,  fell  in  with  the  only 
course  which  could  save  it.    They  fought  for  Eumenes  ; 
they  made  him  king,  they  mule  his  children  kings  (Lfler 
him  ;  and*  in  return,  the  king  and  his  children  made  the 
People  of  the  kingdom  perpetual  tributaries  to  these  mo- 
ney-lenders, in  the  payment  of  interest  on  tlie  sum  borrow- 
ed.   And  this,  Mr.  Prtesident,  is  the  origin  of  llie  notion 
which  has  been  so  compendiously  expressed  in  our  own 
country,  in  that  famous  declaration,  ikat  a  public  debt  wot 
a  public  blesiing.    In  hter  times,  and  in  our  parent  coun- 
try, we  have  seen  the  policy  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived 
and  acted  upon  by  a  crafty  Untchman,  William,  I'rince  of 
Orange,  who  had  need  of  both  fraud  and  force  to  maintain 
liimfolf  on  the  throne,  from  which  he  had  chased  his  father- 
in-law.  He  also  bound  the  moneyed  interest  to  his  support 
by  borrowing  their  cash,  and  thus  laid  the  rouiKktion  for 
that  fri^tful  national  debt,which  n,ow  overhangs  and  over- 
whelms the  British  empire.    Such  an  example  as  this 
should  explotle  the  notion  that  a  public  debt  was  a  public 
blessing.    The  doctrine,  at  best,  is  only  apphcabic  to 
monarchies,  founded  in  force  or  fraud,  and  where  one 
part  of  the  subjects  have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  in 
subjection;  ami  even  then  the  debt  must  be  lai^,  dif- 
fused over  the  country,  and  held  in  many  hands ;  wliile 
our  Government  is  Itepublican,  founded  on  the  affections 
of  the  People,  andour  debt  is  small;  one  third  of  it  ownetl 
by  foreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  corner  of  the  Union, 
and  held  by  a  few.    5.  The  lust  class  of  objectors  which 
I  shall  mentiin,  consists  of  those  who  think  otir  debt  a 
trifle,  which  can  be  paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  for 
letting  it  alone  at  present,  and  applying  our  money  to 
other  objects.   I'his,  Mr.  President,  is  the  most  danger- 
ous class  of  objectors;  for  tjiey  are  numerous,  holiest, 
perfectly  well  intcntioned,  and  mean  no  harm  themselves, 
out  do  the  greatest  possible  mischief,  by  becoming  the 
allies  of  the  money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
blessedness  of  a  pubhc  debt.    It  is  to  this  class  of  pohti- 
cians  that  Great  Dritain  is  indebted  for  her  present  tremen- 
dous debt.    That  debt  is  the  growth  of  a  single  century 
— a  short  pcrio<l  in  the  life  of  a  nation — and  took  its 
gigantic  start,  in  the  very  doctrine  which  I  am  now  com- 
bating.   At  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  this 
<lcbt  was  but  sixteen  niiUions  and  a  half  sterling  (about 
seventy  millions  of  dollars) — very  nearly  the  amount  of 
our  debt  at  present,  and  as  little  prospect  of  its  growing 
to  what  it  now  is.    One  class  of  politictana  were  then  anx- 
ious to  pay  it  off;  another  considered  it  as  a  trifle,  which 
could  be  paid  at  any  time,  and  insisted  upon  applying  the 
public  money  to  other  objects.    This  class  prevailed; 
and  what  was  the  consequence  *    Why,  sir,  the  scastm  of 


all  idea  of  payment,  and  crushing  the  People  under  a 
frightful  load  of  taxf-s,  to  meet  the  annual  interest.  Such 
Ii  result  should  be  a  warning  to  us.  It  should  admonish 
us  to  eschew  the  policy  which  has  proved  so  fatal  in  our 
parent  countrj'.  it  shoidd  caution  us  to  pay  our  debt 
while  we  can,  und  not  to  run  the  risk  of  mcntinfr  from  our 
posterity  of  an  hundred  years  hence,  the  bitter  reproaches 
which  the  Englisli  are  th'e  present  day  lavishing  upon  their 
ancestors  of  tlie  reigns  of  Qticen  Anne  ami  Georirs  the 
Firet. 

The  fourth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolution  requires 
the  Finance  Coinmittte  to  report  on  I'lc  prDb;ibb  time 
within  which  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States  may 
be  p;iid  j  and  upon  what  articles,  and  to  what  uniuunt.the 
diilii.s  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or  iibolishcd. 
This  is  an  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  of  the  deep<.-3t  concern 
to  the  People ;  and  the  report  of  the  Coniniiilcc,  if 
onlered  to  nuke  one,  will  be  looked  fi»r  with  the  greatest 
impatience  and  sdlicltudc.    In  my  own  opinion,  our  iStbt 
may  be  paid  off  in  five  yu:'Ts,  and  duties  -.ibnl'slied  to  the 
amount  of  i-leveii  or  twelve  millions.    The  debt  is  now, 
nominally,  sixty-seven  millions — in  reality,  about  filty- 
eighl:  for  seven  millions  is  in  the  United  States'  Bank 
Stock  which  is  worth  more  than  par,  and  bi-ings  a  dividend 
cqiidl  to  iis  interest  i  and  thirteen  milhuns  is  in  thrt-e  per 
cent,  stuck,  which  is  fifteen  per  cent  beluw  pai-,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millioiiB.     A  Sinkinjf  >"iiii(!  of 
thirteen  or  fourteen  milhons  would  extinguish  the  actual 
debt,  in  five  years,  (letting  all  the  public  worlu  go  on  as 
usual)  and  it  would  require  but  little  aid  frnni  our  Icgtria- 
lion  to  make  that  fund  amount  to  thirteen  or  fourteen 
millions.  •  It  is  ten  millions  now,  and  is  increasing  from 
tlie  improving  state  of  the  commerce.    The  restoration 
of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  1817  to  its  true  and  obvi- 
ous meaning,  would  increase  it  two  millions  more  ;  and  a 
more  rapid  sale  of  tlie  public  lands,  according  to  the  plan 
which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  would  further  in- 
crease it,  to  the  amoimt  of  another  million  or  upwards. 
Thus, in  five  years,  the  debt  may  be  extinguished,  and  the 
gi'cat  questions  placoil  before  Congress,  wheihcr  the  pre- 
sent revenue  sliull  be  kept  lip?  Andifso.for  whut  objects? 
Orreduced'  .\,nd  if  so,  upon  what  articles  the  reduction 
shall  fall,  and  to  what  amoimt?    These  wdl  be  great 
question^:,  worthy  to  engage  the  deliberations  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  the  discussion  of  them  may  dcvelope 
a  new  line  in  the  division  of  political  parties.    Some  may 
be  for  keeping  up  the  whvic  revenue,  and  making  the 
Federal  Govcrnnient  strong  and  splendid  ;  otlicrs  may  be 
for  a  reduction  of  the  taxes,  and  lor  limiting  the  revenue 
to  the  just  and  necessary  support  of  a  plain  Itepublican 
Government.    I  shall  myself  bu  found  in  the  ranks  of  this 
latter  parly  s  and  to  enable  it  to  act  best  for  the  public 
good  it  is  necessiiry  that  the  public  mind  be  consulted 
before  il  acts.    The  abolition  of  duties  wilt  be  a  delicate 
and  responsible  task — it  will  be  the  counterpart  of  an 
imposition  of  duties — and  should  be  executed  in  strict 
subordination  to  the  will     the  People.    For  one,  I  should 
wish  my  constituents  to  know  my  sentiments,  anil,  in 
return,  I  should  like  to  know  theirs.   If  we  disagree,  I 
promise  them  one  of  two  things — either  to  execute  their 
A'ill,or  to  retire  trom  my  slatioi*.     Here,  then,  is  my  creed: 


peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  can  be  paid,  passed  j  i  «m  for  abolishing  duties  in  toto,  :ls  siiou  as  the  public 
away  ;  wars  came  on  ;  anil  one  year  of  war  creates  m'ire  debt  is  paid  oil',  upon  all  articles  of  prime  nccessitv,  or 
debt  than  many  years  of  peace  can  discha^e.  The  ordinary  comfort,  wliich  arc  not  made  at  home  at  i.U,  or 
war  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  succession  came  on,  |  not  made  in  suflicient  quantity  to  merit  national  protcc- 
and  raised  the  sixteen  millions  to  finy-four  inillinns ;  { tion ;  and  1  am  for  continuing  them  on  articles  rf  taste 
that  for  the  I>utch  barrier  followed,  and  raised  it  to  seventy- ,  and  luxury,  ami  upon  such  tival  productions  of  foreign 
eight  millions  i  then  the  seventy  years'  war,  which  carried  I  countries,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and  our  general 
it  to  one  hundred  and  forty  miUiniis  ;  then  the  war  with  ,  independence  as  i»  nation,  requires  to  be  made  at  home, 
us,  which  put  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions  ;  I  bis  is  what  I  imve  said  on  a  former  Qcc.-»^^inii,  and  uoW 
and,  finally,  the  w:irs  of  the  French  Hevohition,  which  ,  n-peat,  because  1  have  been  misrejirescnti'd,  and  my  words 
advanced  it  to  nine  hundred  millions,  equal  to  four  thou-  mutilated  an<l  garblcvl  for  party  purposes.  I  will  be  n-ore 
s.tnd  millions  of  dulIarSf  at  which  it  now  htmds,  mocking  explicit,  and  specify  some  of  the  articles  which  I  would 
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■elect  for  exemption  from  duty.  I  will  name  cofTee,  of  not  apply  to  this  section.  But  an  aclditionul  section  of  the 
Tbicli  we  have  importeil  forty  millions  of  poiin-ls  weight !  act  io  in  these  words  :  <*  Tliat,  ader  the  year  18ir,  vhen- 


lioens  to  the  vnlae  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  j  "  yenr,  the  payment  of  which  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
these  articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  which  mig-ht  j  "  Sinking'  Fund  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at  tlie  end 
fce  named,  the  duties  might  be  abolished,  I  appreheii  J,  i  '*  of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two  millions  of  dollars, 
■ith  adTanti^  to  manufactures,  as  well  as  Jvnncrs  and  j  "  then  such  surplus  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap. 
■KTcbanb  :  for  they  are  necessaries  of  life  which  enter  '  *'  propriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  paid  at  such  timet 
ioto  use  in  tl»e  living  of  erery  family,  and  hiwering  their  j  *'  as  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
priee^  would  be  lowering-  the  price  of  labor,  which  tlie  ■  "  shall  be  applied  by  the  C'omm  ssiontrs  tlicrcof  to  the 
BBOu&ctoty  demanc'a.  Salt,  sugar,  blankets,  an(Ifl.inni.-l,  i  "  piircliast.'  or  redemption  of  the  (i.tblic  debt. " 
present  another  cIj^  of  necessaries  and  comforts,  upon  |  By  this  section,  two  millions  aiv  tlii-ecteJ  to  be  left  tin- 
vhich  some  diversity  of  opinion  m'ght  arise.  Tlit:y  are  1  touched  in  the  Treasury,  and  all  the  surplus,  after  such 
aecesuies  of  life,  and  partially  made  at  home,  but  nut  in  '  reservation,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  public  debt.    The  gen- 


suffident  quantity  to  answer  ttie  pubhc  (L-inand.  Large 
kBpoctationa  of  Uiem  aru  made  trom  abroad,  and  heavy 
diwes  are  paid  upon  them-    Of  salt,  we  import  four 
n^aos  of  bushels,  the  duty  twenty  cents  to  the  Govern- 
awnt^  and  ten  cents  profit  on  it  to  the  merchant  i  of  sugar, 
eigbty  minions  of  pounds,  the  duty  three  and  four  cents 
to  the  Government,  and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  of 
bhnfceti  and  flannels,  we  import  to  the  ^'alue  of  a  million 
aad  a  half  of  dollars,  paying  above  four  hundred  thou- 
auid  dollars  to  the  Government,  and  near  two  hundred 
ibousnnd  more  to  the  merchant.    Upon  these  items  there 
may  be  diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  (he  People 
■hmUU  be  tnown.  Let  no  one  say  it  is  too  soon  for  the  Peo 
pie  to  begin  to  Oiinlc  upon  this  subject.    1  detest  that  say- 
'mg,  in  all  ita  bearings  and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon 
fcrtfae  People  to  think,  but  often  too  late!    It  is  not  too 
aom  &xe  theta  to         to  think  now  about  the  abolition 
of  duties.   Their  Keprrsentatives  will  have  to  act  one 
my  or  the  other,  in  four  or  five  years ;  and  would,  doubt' 
leas,  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
sthxieots.    The  report  of  the  Committee,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  obtain,  will  give  them  that  advimtago.    It  will  set 
tbe  public  mind  to  work,  and  will  enable  the  People  to 
manifest  th«r  wishes  in  cim-j  to  guide  and  eidighteu  the 
dcQMOn  of  their  Represen'.ativea. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar^-land,  suid  that  the  Committee  on 
Vlaance  did  not,  on  any  occasion,  shrink  from  it-<  duty, 
and  they  would  take  up  the  subject  aa  s])Codi!y  as  possi- 
ble. He  would  make  but  one  remark  upon  the  statements 
flf  the  gentleman  from  Itlissouri,  in  relation  to  the  two 
nilEons  of  dollars  reserved  in  the  IVeasury.  There  were 
sereral  eontin^ncics  to  which  this  sum  was  liable.  One 
Kaa  the  practice  of  Congress  frequently  to  make  appro- 
ptiatuHU  of  large  sums  of  money,  not  calculated  on  by 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasarj-  in  liis  estimates ;  and  then 
Ais  sum  came  in  and  fulfjlkd  the  desj_t^iiB  of  Congress. 
Last  year,  this  application  of  the  two  miiliims  was  nndi; 
toa  large  amount.  Congress  ma;le  such  liberal  d.nmmU 
Hpon  it,  that  but  four  hundred  tliousand  dnlhirs  remained 
IB  the  Treasury  at  the  com:ii;nc<*men(  of  this  vcur. 

Mr.  JOIINSTOS,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Bkstojt.  Ill  said  he  s'loidd  not  oppoi':  th-2  reriTv-nci,- 
a(  the  resolutions,  which  w;n  the  usnal  co'iise  ;  but  he 
couU  not  permit  them  to  pa.-^  totfi'j  C;imT,ittcf,  afijr  the 
elaborate  argument  by  which  they  had  bt'cn  recommend- 
ed, without  expressing  his  entire  disjcnt  to  the  opinions 
and  views  of  the  gentleinnn  from  Missouri. 

1  Ho  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1817",  eitlienn  principle,  or  in  the  construcii'jn 
of  it.  I  think  the  act  plain,  tlmt  there  is  no  misconcep- 
tioo  of  its  meaning,  and  that  it  is  founded  in  jiibt  vicva  of 
onrfinandalafTairs.  Tliis  act  was  intended  lo  appropriate 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  to  the  redemption  of  the 
pubGc  debt,  after  the  year  I S17,  and  was,  consequently,  a 
stan^iw  appropriation  after  the  current  expenses  of  the 
year,  ifdie  Tlreasury  was  atlcquate  to  pay  it.  This  part 
ofthe  hw  gives  rise  to  no  difficulty,  as  thi;  rcscrvntlon  docs 
Tel.  IT.— »3 


tieman  from  Missouri  supposes  tliat  this  reservation  is  ei- 
ther u  misconception  of  tbe  act,  or  is  founded  in  errone- 
ous principles,  it  being,  as  he  supposes,  unnecessary  to 
reserve,  even  by  estimation,  any  money  in  the  Treasurj', 
and,  corscqucotly,  that  all  the  i.stini..ted  resources  for  the 
year  may  be  safely  appropriated  by  anticipation.  The  acl 
seems  too  plain  to  be  misconceived,  and  has  received  a 
unifui*m  construction  by  the  Commissioners  ofthe  Sink- 
ing Fund.  It  must  be  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  TreasU" 
ry,  over  and  above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  ofthe 
year,  and  the  ten  millions,  and  the  two  reserved  millions. 
The  balance  is  surplus,  and  is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to 
the  public  debt. 

"  Afti:r  the  adjournment  of  Congress,"  the  estimate  is 
made  for  the  year.  The  nett  balance  ofthe  Treasury,  at 
the  close  ofthe  year,  (eicluding  what  was  appropriated 
for  the  service  of  the  tastyear,  and  all  funds  not  available) 
is  added  to  the  estimated  revenue  of  the  year.  A  sum 
equal  to  the  appropriations  made  by  Congi-ess  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  is  set  apart— ten  millions  are  directed  to 
be  applied  during  the  year  lo  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt.  If  any  balance  remains  in  the  Treasury, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  revenue,  two  millions  is 
allowed  to  cover  all  deficiencies  and  variations  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  the  surplus  is  applied  to  the  public  debt. 

The  reason  why  two  millions  was  directed  by  the  act  to 
be  reserved,  was,  that  the  calculation  of  the  amount  on 
which  they  are  to  operate,  is  founded  on  an  estimate  of 
what  may  be  in  Uie  Treasury  during  the  year,  not  what  is 
actually  there.  It  was  known  that  our  revenue  was  liable 
to  fluctuations  of  two  or  three  millionsayear,  from  cause* 
that  could  not  be  anticipated  even  one  year  in  ad\-ance. 
Our  importations  arc  subject  to  variations,  and  the  revenue 
urising  therefrom  to  corresponding  irreguhu-ilica.  There 
arc,  besides,  inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  ofthe 
year,  that  materially  afleot  the  receipts  of  the  year  j  and 
wc  have  experienced  the  same  thing  from  the  sales  of  the 
[n-.bV.c  hinds,  SO  as  to  baffle  all  calculation  of  the  actual 
icstilt  ofthe  revenue  for  the  year.  It  was  a  knowledge 
of  this  uncertainty,  in  all  financial  estimates,  that  induced 
the  reservation  of  the  two  million^  to  guard  against  m 
probable  contingency  of  applying  more  to  the  public 
debt  than  might  be  found  in  the  Treasury.  The  wisdom 
and  llie  foresight  of  this  provision  has  been  exemphlicd 
by  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years-  In  1817,  the 
estimated  receipts  from  customs  were  twcnty-four  mil. 
lions  ;  the  actual  receipts  exceeded  that  sum  by  two  mil. 
lions,  and  this  is  probably  a  solitary  instance.  In  1818, 
the  estimated  receipts  were  tw^enty  millions  {  the  actual 
were  three  millions  less.  In  1819,  estimated  twenty-one 
millions;  and  the  revenue  fell  short  near  a  million.  In 
1820,  the  estimate  of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  the 
result  to  be  four  millions  too  much.  In  1821,  the  Secrc- 
tary  ofthe  Trcamry  estimated  fourteen  millions  ;  but  the 
Committer  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  tlie  same  data,  esti- 
mated 15  millions.  It  produced  but  13  millions.  These 
difl'etcnces  arise  with  the  ablest  men,  with  all  the  informa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


387 


GALBS      BEATON'S  REGISTER 


S8S 


SENATE.1 


Public  Debt. 


tion  tieeenuy  to  ft  oomct  judgment  "nieycin  but  ap- 
proxiniata  the  true  result.  There  are  tome  fkcto  and  some 
principles  which  are  useful  in  fomning  these  estimates  i 
but,  with  all  their  aid,  it  is  but  conjectural.  There  are 
no  known  laws  that  ^vem  them.  Experience  has  shewn, 
perhaps,  that  two  millions  is  a  safe  allowance  for  the  fluc> 
tuationa  of  commercct  and  the  rarioua  exigencies  that 
amy  arise  during  the  year.  In  the  last  twelve  jreari,  the 
receipts  have  varied  from  new  thirQr-fbiar  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions. But  from  this  series  we  are  able  to  form  a  more 
accurate  estimate  of  the  general  average  of  the  revenue. 
The  receipts  for  twelve  years  may  be  said  to  average 
twenty-one  miUions — for  the  last  five  years  twenty-two 
millions  ;  and  this  is  a  siiffiaent  basis  for  all  financial  cal- 
culation. It  will  probably  vary  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
fVmr  minions.  We  may  allow,  in  round  numbers,  ten  mil- 
Uons  fbr  the  ordiuaiy  expenses  of  Government,  establish- 
ed by  law  t  ten  millions  for  the  public  debt ;  and  the  ex- 
traordinary appropriations  aven^  from  one  to  three  mil- 
lions. So  that,  upon  no  ordinary  calculation,  can  more 
than  ten  millions  be  applied,  nor  can  we  anticipate  there 
will  be  a  surplus. 

Again :  We  know  that>  during  that  period,  the  receipts 
of  the  Government  have  not  allowed  the  renilar  appli- 
cation of  the  ten  millions,  and  have  not  been  found  equal 
to  this  standing  demand  on  the  Treasuiy.  We  have  paid, 
during  that  periotl,  $134,506,206,  of  which  $18,786,748 
was  provided  for  by  loans  ;  leaving  the  amount  actually 
pud  #115,719,453  ;  whereas,  the  application  of  ten  miU 
lions  for  twelve  years  would  have  extinguished  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions.  There  is,  therefore,  due  to 
the  unking  fund,  more  than  four  millions.  This  shews, 
however,  now  nearly  it  has  met  the  expecUtions  of  the 
country,  and  b  an  evidence  of  the  ability  of  the  distin- 
guished man  who  framed  the  bill.  But  it  shews,  at  the 
same  time,  that  there  has  been  no  surplus. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gentleman  hbors  under  some 
erroneous  impression  on  this  subject.  He  seems  to  think 
that  something  has  been  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the 
funds,  either  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  or  the  miscon- 
struction of  it,  and  supposes^  by  changing  the  act,  he  will 
save  the  interest  of  two  millions  a  year.  Sir,  since  the 
operation  of  the  act,  there  has  never  been  a  surplus  of 
two  millions,  which  could  have  been  applied  to  the  debt. 
On  the  coQtraty,  on  the  lat  of  January,  1818,  U9,*30,  '21, 
the  four  firal  years  after  the  act  creating  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  also  in  1S34  and  1835,  there  was  no  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  but  a  great  deficiency,  to  wit : 
lit  Jan.  1818,  #4,953,853  |  1st  Jan.  1831,  $  3,056,724 

1819,  2,060,483  1824,  3,382,030 

1820,  5,301,157  |  1835,  151,359 
On  the  Ist  Janutiy,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  only 
1491,166  i  on  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  there  was  m  the 
Treasury  $5,462,413  not  appUed,  because  there  was  no 
redeemable  debt  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  On  the 
1st  January,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  equal  to  a  million  in 
the  Treasury,  and  tliat  balance  still  remains,  and  will  be 
carried  to  the  estimated  receipts  of  the  year,  to  compose 
the  fund  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  year,  out  of  which  tiie  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  will  be  taken,  including  the  ten 
millions  ;  and  if  there  is  any  surplus,  after  allowing  two 
millions  for  variations  of  revenue,  it  u-ill  be  also  applied  to 
the  public  debt.  IF  the  gentleman  could  find  the  two  mil- 
lions which  could  have  been,  but  which  have  not  been  i 
applied,  in  consequence  of  this  act,  I  would  consent  to  ap- 
ply it  (  hut  if,  at  any  pericKl,  that  sum  had  been  applied, 
the  Treasury  wonld  be  now  minus  a  million.  The  error 
consists  in  tfie  idea  that  such  sum  has  laid  idle  in  the 
Treasury.  It  was  never  there.  A  view  of  the  whole 
mbject  will  show  the  sound  discretion  which  has  been 
exercised  over  the  application  of  the  funds,  since  the 
peace,  wHh  the  exception  of  the  sum  that  remained,  in 
1833,  unemployed  t  but  that^wu  the  buaincw  of  C^ongren. 


The  Becrebuy  of  the  Treasury  could  not  purchase  stock* 
and  there  was  none  at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended,  in  his 
repwt,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  sixteen  milliona,  at 
5  per  cent.,  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  6  per  cent.,  and  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  would  have  produced,  at  oiKse,  a 
large  aaving  to  the  Government,  but  this  prt^ostion  wm» 
rejected  by  Congress  at  the  last  searion.  That,  to  my 
mind,  was  the  time  and  place  for  economy.  That  vould 
have  realized  more  than  could  result  from  tiie  intereat  or 
the  imaginary  two  million^  if  they  had  actually  «ri«teJm 
the  Trwaury. 

Sir,  the  payment  oi  the  current  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  ten  millions,  will  leave  us  from  two  to 
three  miUions  a  yev,  for  all  objects  of  a  nuseellane- 
oua  character,  including  internal  improvements,  roads, 
canals,  breakwaters,  piers,  deepening  channels,  remov- 
ing obstructions  in  rivers,  purchases  of  land  from  Indiana^ 
and  various  other  claims  upon  the  country.  During  the 
last  three  years,  a  large  sum  has  been  applied  by  Con- 

fress  to  these  objects  of  great  utility,  and  of  indtspensa- 
le  necessity.  These  appropriations  will,  dotUitteff,  be 
continued  by  Congress.  What  future  expectation  can 
there  be,  that  there  will  ever  be  a  surplus  of  two  nul- 
Itons  ?  We  have  an  actual  surplua^  now  ascertained,  of  a 
million,  but  we  have  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  to  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  ;  and,  while  it  is  pro- 
posed to  apply  the  million  to  the  public  debt,  it  is,  at 
tlie  same  moment,  proposed  to  raise  the  million  for  [the 
officers  by  a  new  loan ;  and  where  is  the  economy  of 
thatr 

The  Secretary     the  Treasury  esdmatea  an  excess  irf 

receipts,  for  the  present  year,  of  $2,352,874,  and  this  sum 
is  liable  to  the  usual  variations.  But  what  are  the  demands 
upon  it  *  There  is  a  bill  before  us,  which  contemplatea 
the  commencement  of  a  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  which  will  cost  more  than  two  millions,  and 
which  proposes  $350,000  a  year.  There  is  another  anti- 
cipated at  NantuckeC  of  about  half  that  cost,  wluch  will 
also  require  f200,000  a  year.  Tliere  are  applications  for 
opening  a  communication  fix>m  Albemarie  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic  .  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  rivet }  opening  the  falls  on  the  Wabash  ;  removing 
the  raf^B  in  Red  river,  and  obstructions  from  the  Ohio  and 
Uissisgjppi  rivers,  and  many  others  of  less  importence. 
This  ia  besides  the  removal  of  Indians  and  puichasea  of 
land,  the  claims  of  States  for  advances  during  the  war, 
and  the  private  claims  now  pending,  amounting  to  more 
than  half  a  million. 

Now,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  these  objects  ans 
of  more  presmng  importance  than  the  payment  of  this 
additional  two  millions  to  the  public  debt,  which  would 
hasten  its  extinguishment  little  more  than  one  year,  while 
these  great  objects  must  be  neglected.  Upon  this  point 
my  mind  is  made  up. 

The  regular  application  of  ten  millions  will  extinguish 
the  public  debt  early  in  1836,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
from  two  to  three  millions  a  year  ma^  be  distributed 
over  the  country,  to  improve  the  navigaUon,  by  artificial 
harbors,  deepening  channels,  erecting  piers,  and  other 
useftil  works  upon  the  coast ;  to  improve  the  communi- 
cations between  the  States,  by  the  internal  commerce  of 
the  country,  now  vastly  greater  than  the  foreign.  The 
public  debt  is  in  a  progress  of  rapid  extinguialimant,  and 
quite  as  rapid  as  it  ought  to  be,  not  to  diirturb  the  com- 
merce, or  the  capital,  or  the  circulation  of  the  metallic 
medium  of  the  country.  The  stock  of  the  United  States^ 
to  a  certun  extent,  forms  a  part  of  its  capital.  Bypqring 
it  off,  you  do  not  increase  the  circulating  medium,  but 
you  destrOT  that  part  which  is  a  substitute  fbr  capital. 
How  far  ttiis  stock  enters  into  the  capital  upon  which 
trade  and  commerce  is  carried  on,  I  do  not  know,  nor  can 
I  anticipate  the  cfTect  upon  them,  of  withdmwing,  in  a 
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■bort  period,  seventy  of  eighty  millions  of  stock.  ^  It  is 
I^obsble  that,  by  s  gradual  operation  of  ten  millions  a 
year,  no  dangerous  eBect  will  result.    Every  thing  wiU 
Knt^tttUjr  accommodate  itself  to  the  changes  going  on. 
But  nothing  is  more  to  be  dreaded  (ban  causes  which  sud- 
denly dsran^  the  money  market ;  a  panic,  then,  deran- 
gea  every  thmg  else.   TTie  moment  tne  drain  is  felt,  the 
Banks  curtail,  money  appreciates,  property  sinks  in  value:" 
pecunian-  embamsament,  sacrifice,  distress,  and  bank- 
tuptcy,  follow.   It  is  the  business  of  statesmen  to  look  to 
thn,  and  to  guard  against  it.   If  a  drain  of  specie  in  the 
Weatem  eoantiy  bas  produced  great  sacrifice  and  ruin, 
what  would  ba  its  eflTecta  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in 
our  lar^  cities  ?   Twenty  millions  of  this  stock  is  held 
by  fweirners,  and  the  gentleman  says  that  we  are  tribu* 
tary  to  uiem,  to  the  annual  amount  of  the  interest  When 
this  debt  is  pMd  ofT*  if  this  sum  is  runvested  in  the  coun- 
tiy,  we  shall  atjll  contribute  to  Uiem  the  amount  of  this  in- 
terest ;  but  there  is  reason  to  expect  diat  foreigners  will 
Mt  ioTeat  in  any  institutions  of  the  States.    The  capital 
ia  attracted  hen  by  a  profitable  investment  in  public 
stocks  of  the  Government  on  the  faith  of  which  they  rety. 
They  have  no  confidence  in  local  institutions.    If  twenty 
Bulwnu  were  withdrawn  too  suddenly,  it  might  disturb 
the  circulatimr  me^um*  and,  thereby,  the  trade  and  corn- 
mere^  as  wen  as  the  value  of  property.   I  wish  the  pub  - 
lie  debt  paid  off,  as  frit  aa  it  it  safe  to  do  so.   I  think  the 
rate  of  ten  nulUons  a  year  is  rapid  enough,  and  ought  not 
to  be  accelerated. 

The  gentleman  says  there  is  a  balance  of  four  millions, 
at  all  time^  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of 
•wbith  ihM  institution  enjoys  gratuitously.  It  is  true,  the 
Bank  receives,  in  dcpowte,  at  different  places,  the  whole 
Teveone  of  the  Government,  which  they  pay  out  to  the 
order  the  Trcasurj',  as  it  is  called  for,  to  meet  the  ap- 
jnopriaUons  (  that  about  a  quarter  of  the  amount,  vary- 
ug  from  three  to  five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in 
advance;  the  use  of  which,  be  supposes,  is  a  boon  to  the 
Bank,  and  without  equivalent.  I  f  we  had  a  treasury  of  oar 
own,  we  must  always  have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  ad- 
vance. That  must  lie  idle  and  unemployed  in  our  cof< 
feis.  That  immense  sum  must  be  trusted  to  the  int^ri- 
ty  of  a  single  individual,  and  must  pass  through  the 
h*nds  of  twenty  irrevponuble  agents.  Disbursements 
must  be  made,  loans  discharged,  and  pensions  paid,  at 
various  points.  It  would  require  a  eompUeated  machine- 
ry ;  ancU  even  then,  expenses  and  losses  would  be  incur- 
Kd,  and  inconveniences  experienced.  I  believe  the 
Bank  a  necessary  appendage  of  the  Treasury,  which,  be- 
ndes  affording  a  sound  currency  for  the  payment  of  du* 
ties,  ^unti^  of  exchange,  and  tranamission  by  checks, 
performs,  without  compensation,  and  without  loss,  all 
the  moneyed  operations  of  the  Government.  Is  it  nothing 
that  ve  have  a  aafe  depository,  and  a  responsible  agent  i 
U  security  and  accommodation  nothing  ?  We  are  large 
fltockholdera  ourselves,  and  partake,  to  that  extent,  in  any 
profit  it  imy  give.  But,  sir,  how  infinitely  more  import- 
ant  most  this  institution  become  in  time  of  war.  Besides, 
this  balance  is  always  appropriated,  and  no  longer  the 
(iiDd  of  the  nation.  It  is  deposited  for  those  who  have 
a  right  to  receive  it,  and  that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end 
cf  ue  year,  and  li^le  to  be  drawn  at  any  time. 

I  concur  witii  the  views  of  the  gentleman,  for  politi- 
cal reasons,  in  the  propriety  of  graduating  the  price  of 
public  land  to  the  quality — this  is  but  justice  to  all  classes, 
and  it  is  due  to  those  States  whose  lands  are  of  inferior 
rate.  1  concur,  also,  in  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
ptiee  of  the  lands,  because  I  believe  a  man  is  a  better 
citixen,  and  has  a  better  pronsion  (or  his  fiunily,  who  is 
tiie  proprietor  of  a  section  of  land,  than  the  owner  of 
half  a  section — as  the  owner  of  a  half  is  superior  to  the 
owner  of  a  quarter  section.  By  making  him  a  proprietor, 
70U  render  him  independent}  yoa  elevate  liim  in  the  scale 


of  society;  you  give  him  a  stake  in  the  common  stock  of 
the  community;  you  make  him  a  citizen,  instead  of  a  de* 
pendent  I  would  go  farther:  I  would  give  to  every  head 
of  a  fkmily  half  a  section  uf  land,  who  should  actiully 
inhabit  and  cultivate  it  forfireorten  years.  The  countty, 
besides  making  him  a  freeholder,  and  stimulating  his  in- 
dustry, and  providing  for  his  family,  wilt  be  greatly  com- 
pensated by  the  general  improvement  of  the  State,  by 
the  increase  of  population  and  production,  and  by  con- 
tributions to  tlie  revenue.  These  lands  are  a  vast  reaoorce 
to  the  People,  but  very  inconnderable  to  the  Govern* 
ment.  They  will  not  ^ield  m<ve  than  a  million  a  jrear, 
you  are  exhausting  the  capital ;  but,  if  they  wem 


while 


cultivated,  they  would  add,  by  increased  production,  five 
or  ten  times  that  sum,  in  duties  on  consumption. 

I  differ,  however,  entirely, with  him,  as  to  the  effect  of  a 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  lands  upon  the  revenue.  lie 
supposes  the  effect  would  he  to  double  the  amount  of 
the  receipts.  These  sales  are  limited  now,  by  Ae  abiTi^ 
of  the  purchasers  ;  you  may  sell  twice  the  tiuantity  for 
half  the  price,  but  you  cannot  increase  the  amount  of 
money;  and,  if  you  coutd,  you  would  drain  the  new  Statea 
of  their  specie,  and  produce  the  ruinous  consequences  we 
have  before  witne^d,  from  that  cause,  in  tiie  Western 
State*.  If  it  could  be  effected,  it  would  be  unwise  to  in- 
crease that  drain,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  paying  the  pub- 
lic debt  a  year  or  two  sooner  tnan  by  the  natiual  meus 
now  in  operation. 
If  I  diner  with  the  gentleman  on  these  points,  I  ditap- 

Erove  still  more  his  ulterior  views.  The  object  seems  to 
e,  to  force  the  revenue  to  the  highest  point,  to-atop  the 
progress  of  all  our  ImprovemeDta,  to  press  Uie  pi^ent 
of  tne  public  debt  in  five  years,  in  order  that,  wiien  tluit 
is  accomplished,  we  may  remove  the  duties,  and  lighten 
the  burtiiens  of  the  People.  I  think  I  have  shown,  that 
the  ideas  of  two  millions  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  and  of 
two  millions  from  the  public  lands,  are  both  ftJlaaous. 

_  If  relief  is  the  object,  I  think  the  mode  extremely  inju- 
dicious. The  plan  is,  to  discontinue  the  usual  approiwii^ 
ations  for  Internal  Improvements,  by  which  three  or  fbur 
millions  are  annually  carried  back  to  the  People,  to  re- 
ward their  labor  and  improve  the  country  ;  and  to  add  an 
extra  four  millions  to  the  immense  Sinking  Fund  of  ten 
millions,  that,  by  a  great  effort,  the  debt  may  be  extin- 
guished in  five  years.  Now,  on  the  contrary,  I  woidd 
[iropose,  if  we  must  discontinue  tiiese  important  Na- 
tional works,  and  suspend  all  improvements, to  aboll^  Uia 
duties  at  once  upon  tea.  coffee,  spices,  cocoa,  chocolate 
— those  necessaries  of  life,  which  enter  into  the  con- 
sumption of  every  family,  and  of  all  classes,  and  whi<^ 
are  not  produced  in  the  country — and,  if  necessary,  to 
diminish  those  on  wines,  silks,  and  fine  Hnens,  be.  This 
would  be  a  relief  while  it  would  not  impair,  the  protec- 
tion of  our  productions,  or  retard,  injuriously,  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  This  debt  will  be  paid  iagood  timc^ 
by  the  regular  operations — there  is  no  motive  nr  strain- 
ing every  thing  to  the  utmost  point  of  tension — suspend- 
ing all  works  of  public  utility,  extorting  four  mufions 
from  the  People,  merely  to  expedite  that  object. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  looking  forward  to  the 
extinguishment  of  this  debt,  has  broached  new  and  dan- 
gerous doctrines,  which  go  to  the  foundation  of  all  .pro- 
tection, and,  carried  into  efffact,  would  ruin  tlus  or  any 
other  country.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  But  what 
he  has  said  touches  me  in  a  tender  point,  an<l  I  cannot  per^ 
mit  it  to  pass.  It  is  said  in  terms  tiiat  mark  dellberatioa 
—and  it  19  distinctly  announced — that  these  principles 
are  to  form  the  distinctive  lines  between  the  great  parties 
that  are  to  £vide  the  politicians  of  diis  country. 

He  says,  "  1  am  for  abolishing  duties  in  Koto,  as  soon  as 
"  the  public  debt  ispaid  off,  upon  all  articles  of  prime  ne- 
"  cessity,or  ordinary  comfbrt,which  are  not  made  athome, 
"  or  not  made  in  sufBdent  quantity  to  merit  national  pro- 
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*'  tection."  And,  to  make  his  views  more  infelligiblet  he 
adds,  "wit,  sugar,  blankets,  flannels,  prcient  another 
"  class  of  necessaries,  and  comforts,  upon  which  some 
"  diversity  of  opinion  may  arise  i  they  are  necessaries  of 
"  life,  and  partly  made  at  home,  but  not  in  sufficient 
"  quantity  to  answer  the  public  demand."  If  from  this 
is  to  be  inferred,  that  these  articles  do  not  deserve  the 
national  protection,  because  they  do  not  supply  the  pub- 
lic demand — and  the  protecting  duties  are,  consequently, 
to  be  removed — and  this  is  to  constitute  the  line  between 
the  parties,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  on  what  side  of 
that  line  I  shall  be  found.  This  doctrine  followed  out  to 
its  consequences,  would  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  hag- 
^ng,  iron,  lead,  and  almost  erery  uticle,  an-icultural 
and  mantifitctuting,  which  is  now  the  object  oJ  National 
protection. 

Siri  I  am  unwilling  to  touch  the  great  system  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  upon  which  I  believe  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  now,  essentially  depends.  The  laws,  upon 
the  faith  of  which  capital  is  invested,  and  labor  direct- 
ed to  all  the  TBrious  pursuits  of  life,  should  be  sacred.  If 
thiB  rcviuon  is  to  take  place,  where  will  it  end  ?  One  in- 
terest will  be  sacrificec)  at  a  time,  until  all  confidence  is 
lost  in  the  laith  of  our  laws,  mid  the  permanency  of  our 
ipolicy — until  the  cap'.'al,  industry,  and  spirit  uf  the  coun- 
try is  broken,  and  disorder,  confusion,  and  ruin,  result. 

The  necessaries  of  life,  which  the  soil  produces,  instead 
of  being  singled  out  as  pccunarly  worthy  of  sacrifice, 
ought  to  be  the  objects  of  special  care.  No  People  can 
dispense  with  the  use  of  them  ;  no  nation  can  be  inde- 
pendent without  them  ;  in  war,  you  could  not  procure 
them  i  in  peace,  you  will  have  no  means  to  buy  tliem. 

Sir,  I  am  tlie  more  surprised,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  has  so  recently  aided  in  establi:>hing  this  system. 
He  rendered  a  most  acceptable  service  to  hia  State,  by 
an  ample  protection  of  its  chief  staple.    The  removal  of 
that  duty  now,  would  produce  very  mjtirious  effecta  up- 
on the  industry  and  trade  of  that  State  ;  and  with  the 
People,  to  whom  he  now  refers  the  suhject  of  abolition  of 
duties,  it  will  be  a  question,  whether  they  are  willing  to 
sacrifice,  annually,  a  million  of  productive  labor,  to  save 
a  lithe  of  that  sum,  by  removing  the  duties  on  other  ar 
tides,  which  they  obt(:n  by  an  exchange  of  theirs.  Let 
lis  test  the  currectness  of  this  doctrine  of  aboUsliing  du- 
ties, because  the  article  is  not  produced  "  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  answer  the  demand."  We  import,  annually, 
more  than  10  millions  of  pounds  of  lead,  indifferent  forms, 
equal  to  near  half  a  million  of  dollars.    Some  of  these  ar- 
ticles arc  considerably  increased  in  value  by  manufacture. 
Missouri  abounds  with  lead  ore — she  produces  now  about 
half  a  milUon  of  ildlars  a  yeai^but  she  does  not  supply 
Uia  demand  ;  she  has,  however,  the  material,  the  labor, 
•kill,  and  capital,  to  supply,  in  time,  "the  public  de- 
mand." Now,  upon  the  principle  assumed,  because  there 
is  a  market  at  home,  and  the  public  demand  for  lead  not 
supplied  by  Missouri,  the  duty  must  be  abolished.  Sir, 
we  have  soil  and  labor  to  produce  sugar  and  molasses, 
equd  to  the  consumption  of  the  country.  But,  at  present, 
wc  require  ux  millions  ofdoliars  worth  from  abroad.  We 
haTe  an  iHien  market  at  home  for  the  employment  of  slave 
labor,  to  the  additional  extent  of  six  millions  a  year ;  and 
we  may  safely  calculate  the  annual  consumption  of  these 
articles  in  twen^-five  years,  at  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 
This  demand,  in  due  time,  will  be  supplied  under  the  pre- 
sent fostering  care  of  the  GoKrument;  but,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple hid  down,  because  we  do  not  now^*%nswer  the  pub- 
lie  demand,"  it  will  '*  not  merit  the  National  protection." 
The  duties  must  be  removed,  and  the  market  supplied  by 
foreigners,  and  the  value  of  the  soil  and  labor  sacrificed. 
Sip,  that  will  present  a  great  question  to  all  the  Southern 
States,  tlie  vuue  of  whose  slave  property  must  now  de- 
pend on  the  cultivation  of  the  cane.    The  market  of  all 
agricultural  productiona  is  now  fully  supplied.  Flour, 


tobacco,  and  cotton,  are  now  pressing  on  the  demand  t 
they  have  fallen  to  the  lowest  prices  ;  but  there  remain* 
one  great  field  of  labor  open  to  their  enterprise,  aufR- 
cient  to  give  employment  to  a  great  portion  of  their  slave% 
and  that  alone,  at  this  time,  gives  any  value  to  that  pro- 
perty. Remove  this,  ai»d  we  are  thrown  into  direct  com' 
petition  with  the  Islands,  and  onr  productions  and  our  h- 
bor  mustsink  to  the  level  of  theirs.  It  would  annihilate^ 
at  one  blow,  at  least  half  of  the  value  of  the  Southern  pro- 
perty. But,  sir,  without  this  protection,  sugar  could  not 
be  made.  It  would  not  only  be  an  entire  sacrifice  of  all 
the  cipital  employed  in  it,  but  it  would  make  a  wide  ruin* 
Besides,  sir,  w  hat  will  you  give  in  exchange  for  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  in  sugar  '  And,  if^'ou  take  tbMt 
amount  of  your  i>resent  exports  for  this  article,  yoo  most 
limit  yourselves  to  that  extent  in  something  else.  Sir, 
the  wluiie  amotint  of  the  sugar  enters  into  the  internal 
trade  of  the  country,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  goe«  off" 
by  exchange  with  the  several  States,  for  their  peeuKar 
prtKluctions,  or  the  money  remains  in  tlie  country. 

Sir,  1  had  no  hand  in  creating  this  system  of  protection, 
btit  it  is  sacred  now  with  me.  The  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  People,  are 
now  intimately  intcrwuven  with  it.  It  has  become  a  vital 
interest.  The  extinguishment  of  the  pubfic  debt,  and  the 
pension  list,  which  will  be  effected  in  eight  ^-ears,  by  the 
present  operation,  will  reduce  the  expenditure  below 
eight  millions.  The  abolition  of  duties  on  articles  not 
grown  or  made  in  the  cotmtir,  will  reduce  the  revenue  at 
least  eight  millions.  Teas,  conee,  spices,  cocoa,  chocolate, 
wines,  silks,  and  linens,  will  produce  $7,600,000,  which 
will  reduce  the  revenue  to  14  or  15  millions — and  to 
13  or  14  witliout  the  aid  of  the  Innds,  and  leave  the 
capital  and  labor  still  protected;  and,  I  trust,  it  will  never 
become  necessaiy  to  disturb  the  present  order  of  things, 
or  impoi-tant  to  reduce  the  revenue  below  that  sum.  Tbia 
will  afford  us  from  five  to  six  millions  a  year  of  aurplus 
revenue,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
in  the  mode  in  which,  according  to  their  discretion,  the 
greatest  amount  of  good  will  be  produced  to  the  countty. 
Svhat  can  be  more  cheering  and  animating  to  the  states- 
man and  patriot,  than  the  regular  application  of  such  « 
sum,  for  a  single  century,  to  the  improvement  and  era- 
bellisliment  of  his  country  >  The  rivers  it  will  c^en,  the 
liariiors  it  will  deepen,  the  canals  it  will  form,  the  roads 
and  rail-ways  it  will  construct,  and  avenues  of  trade  it  will 
create — the  monuments  it  will  erect  to  the  gloiy  of  the 
coimtry  ! 

The  anticipation  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  already 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  two  modes  of 
employing  the  money.  The  one  is  to  apply  it,  annually* 
to  the  great  improvements  of  evctj*  kind,  in  their  proper 
order,  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  and  tlie  communiutiooa 
between  the  States ;  the  other  proposes  to  divide  the 
sum  among  the  several  States,  according  to  population. 
It  is  too  soon  to  enter  upon  the  rehitive  merits  of  the  two 
svstcnts.  I  greatly  prefer  the  former,  because  1  belicva 
the  States  incompetent  to  the  great  national  wwlcs  that 
are  necessary  to  connect  tlie  several  parts  of  the  Union. 

But,  if  the  majonty  of  the  People  slioutd  eventually  de- 
cide against  the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  great  system 
of  improvement,  I  greatly  prefer  the  distribution  among 
he  States,  to  the  abolition  of  duties  :  and  if  we  should 
ever  determine — wliich  I  hope  we  shall  not — to  forego 
the  general  s^F'stcm,  t  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
most  beneficial  consequences  may  result,  cv«n  by  the  <B* 
rcction  of  the  Stales,  in  establislung  permanent  nindsfor 
education — rendering  that  cheap  and  accessible  to  all 
classes  ;  and  by  judicious  application  to  objects  of  public 
usefulness.  II  it  was  for  no  other  piu'pose  than  to  levy  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  State  (iovernments,  it  would 
be  infinitely  superior  to  the  abolition  of  duties. 

This  funuf  distributed  among  the  States,  according  to 
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population*  will  enable  each  State  to  dispense  with  direct 
taxation.  Their  taxes  arc  levied  only  on  property,  while 
capitml  stock  and  income  is  exempt.  Those  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  fall  equally  upon  the  wealth  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  tlie  resolutions.  I 
■m  satisfied  to  leave  this  subject  to  the  Committee,  be- 
fieving  they  will  disapprove  all  the  objects  contemplated 
by  them. 

[Mr.  BENTON  said  he  thought  the  pentleman  from 
Louisiana  had  fallen  into  an  error  in  relation  to  the  two 
millions.  He  found,  by  the  law  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  sum  of  2,000,000  was  to  remain  in  the 
Treasuty  over  and  above  the  appropriations  of  Congress. 
It,  therefore,  could  not  be  disposed  of,  as  the  gentleman 
wpjMsed.  If  the  United  States  was  to  be  con^dered  as 
deminjf  happiness  and  prosperity  from  the  existence  of 
the  public  debt,  then  Great  Britain  must  be  tlie  happiest 
nation  in  the  worH:  for  her  debt  amoaiited  to  nearly  four 
thousand  millions  of  dollars.] 

Mr.  JOHNSTONsald,thnt  nothing  which  had  fallenfrom 
bim  could  have  called  for  that  remark.  He  had  uttered  no 
■enUment  o(  that  kind,  and  was  incapable  of  uttering  such 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  this  country.  Ilis  re- 
marks were  limited  to  the  time  of  paying  the  debt,  and 
the  policy  of  forcing  the  payment  in  a  short  period,  and 
to  it*  possible  effect  upon  the  currency.  The  debt  al- 
ready exists  ;  it  is  the  excess  of  our  expenditure,  in  two 
wan,  overourrevenues ;  it  is  the  cost  of  our  indepen- 
denc^andtbe  acquisition  of  what  will  befourStatcsin  this 
Union.  It  is  a  subject  Uttlc  understood  in  its  clTect  and 
operation  opon  the  w^lthi  commerce^  and  cun-ency  of 
toe  country,  and  one  upon  wliich  it  is  easy  to  excite  pub- 
,  lie  prejudice.  A  public  debt  is,  no  doubt,  a  public  evil ; 
botisanevilf  from  which,  by  injudicious  management, 
much  greater  evil  may  result.  By  paying  off  large  sums 
at  OD«e  to  foreign  creditors,  you  may  produce  a  drain  of 
specie — by  tbrowing  large  sums  saddenly  into  the  com- 
noni^,  you  may  ^sturb  the'regular  operations  of  the 
HKRiey  msrket,  in  which  revulsions  may  take  place,  not 
OBlyii^itrioiM  to  individuals,  but  to  great  branches  of  tmdc 
— ttte  vbt^e  commerce— and  upon  property  itself.  You 
draw  upwards  of  twenty  millions  a  year  from  the  body  of 
the  People  :  the  payment  of  the'public  debt  goes  back  to 
large  citie^  and  to  foreigners  ;  ten  millions  of  tliis  sum 
are  now  devoted  to  that  object.  Would  it  not  be  better 
to  apply  the  balance  to  improvements  in  different  parts  of 
the  countiy,  or  to  reduce  tlic  duties  upon  certain  neccs- 
swies  of  life,  not  produced  here  '  If  a  public  debt  is  an 
evil,  it  is  not  so  to  the  extent  of  the  debt.  The  funding  of 
the  public  debt  created  a  capitnl  of  eighty  mllJions.  llow 
fitr  that  capital  has  supiilied  the  want  of  specie— how  far 
iteniered  into  commercial  transactions— how  much  it  aug- 
meiUed  the  value,  and  fixed  a  certain  standard  to  proper- 
ty— how  many  debts  it  paid — how  much  diiitress  it  pre- 
TOited — what  has  been  its  general  effect  upon  national 
witalth  and  character — bow  hr  it  has  accelerated  the  rapid 
grawth  and  advancement  of  the  country,  and  the  general 
prosperity— cannot  now  be  known. 

We  have  acquired  a  vast  domain  of  land,  and  increas- 
ed our  revenues.  A  large  portion  of  the  purchase  money 
went  to  our  own  citizens.  The  amount  of  tlie  foreign 
debt  is  so  much  capital  brought  into  the  conntiy^  or  has 
■erred  to  preserve  the  balance  of  trade,  or  to  prevent 
drains  of  specie.  It  sen  es  as  a  mediara  of  exchange  in 
large  transactions,  and  is  the  basis  of  many  institutions.  It 
if  a  saft  investment  for  widows  and  children,  and  there 
are  ei^tt  thousand  creditors  holding  this  stock.  Still,  sir, 
there  is  an  obligation  to  pay  it  off,  easily  to  the  People, 
and  regularly,  not  to  produce  any  unequal  action. 

The  public  debt  of  England  was  not  created,  because  I 
it  was  a  public  blessing ;  but  is  the  effect  of  her  peculiar 
pontioa,  the  nature  of  her  government,  and  the  course  of 
tta  contiaeotal  pdicy.    How  far  it  has  operated  to  create  ' 


her  gigantic  power  and  immense  wealth,  and  to  make  her 
the  nrst  nation  in  Europe,  we  can  all  see  :  but  whether 
the  acquisition  is  worth  the  cost,  to  her  People,  is  doubts 
ful.  It  is  a  debt  of  enormous  am«unt,  and  is  an  evidence 
of  her  vast  resources,  and  the  faith  of  the  nation.  It  is, 
however,  due  to  her  own  citizens,  of  whom  three  hun- 
dred thousand  are  stockholders  :  more  than  half  of  that 
number  draw  less  than  ten  pounds  a  yeareadi;  uid  about 
a  third  less  than  three  pounds  a  year.  '  A  large  mass  is 
held  by  a  few  individuals,  but  who,  also,  spend  latge  sumi^ 
perhaps  the  whole  amount  of  their  revenues.  The  money 
is  forced  rapidly  through  the  community,  and  back  into 
the  Treasury.  But,  while  this  foea  on,  the  aggregate  of 
wealth  is  increasing. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  <£d  not  wish  to  be  ousunderstood.  Ha 
was  happy  to  see  the  realiacation  of  all  our  wi^es  in  the 
extinguishment  of  this  debt.  It  will  occur,  by  the  regu- 
lar application,  in  ten  years.  I  shall  be  ^lad  to  be  re* 
lieved  irom  such  a  burthen,  especially  as  it  will  relieve  the 
puljlic  liindK  from  tlie  pledre— relieve  lis  from  the  necea* 
sity  of  holding  them  up  for  revenue,  and  enable  us  ta 
adopt  a  more  liberal  policy  towards  the  St^es ;  as  it  will 
enable  us  to  diminish  the  duties  seven  or  eight  minions* 
!  and  give  us  the  disposition  of  six  or  seven  millions  for 
great  national  objects. 

Ml-.  MACON  said,  that,  as  he  had  understood  it,  thia 
was  nacrly  a  motion  for  inquiry.  He  did  not  accede  to 
tlie  proposition,  that,  if  the  public  debt  was  paid  off,  it 
would  reduce  the  capital  of  the  country.  The  pi^lto 
debt  was  like  a  private  debt,  ffhe  should  give  his  boml 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  he  believed  tliat,  if  he  did  not  pay  it 
when  he  was  able,  it  never  would  be  paid.  It  was  with  a 
nation  as  with  an  individual.  If  we  do  not  pay  our  public 
debt  when  we  have  money,  tliere  is  no  certainty  that  it 
will  ever  be  paid.  The  difference  between  thera  viSf 
that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  public  debt  was  liqui- 
dated, the  taxes  upon  the  People  would  be  reduced  and 
they  would  have  more  money  at  heme.  He  had  long 
thought  there  was  a  strong  party  in  the  country,  vbira 
did  not  want  the  public  debt  paid  off.  Not  in  the  ad- 
ministration, but  in  the  Legislature  ;  and  that  party  was 
for  spending  the  money  of  the  country  for  all  kinds  of 
projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to  the  public  debt.  It  was 
just  as  it  was  with  individuals  who  spent  all  their  income 
and  neglected  tlieir  debts  ;  and  it  could  not  lead  to  bene- 
ficial  results.  England  mig^it  have  paid  off  her  debt  more 
than  once,  if  they  had  followed  a  prudent  course.  For 
himself,  he  wished  to  see  the  public  debt  discharged. 
We  sliall  not  always  go  on  as  at  present.  There  will 
come  a  time  for  war.  We  are  continually  preparing  for 
it  ;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  sliall  go  to  war.  He  had 
been  a  long  time  desirous  to  see  some  more  direct  means 
taken  for  paying  the  debt  of  the  Nation,  hut  he  began  to 
despair;  and  now,  instead  of  calculMing  upon  its  bung 
done,  he  did  not  know  as  that  happy  event  would  evev 
take  place, 
llie  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Ofi  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  Portificationc^  for  the  year  1838, 
wastakenupin  Committee  of  the  Whole  (  and  we  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  appropriat- 
ing $  50,000  for  the  erection  of  a  Fortification  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Barataria,  near  New  Orleans,  being  under 
consideration, 

Several  letters  and  documents,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed object  of  appropriation,  were  read,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Hd. 

Mr.  DICKEItSON  opposetl  the  amendment,  observing 
that,  last  year,  it  was  understood  that  the  appropriations 
were  to  decrease  yearly ;  instead  of  which,  here  was  a 
new  project,  not  mentioned  in  the  former  plans.   He  bad 
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obKrredf  Uiat  the  eatiimtea  had  alnrayi  fiJIen  &r  short  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  works  t  and,  as  he  believed  the 
R^em  of  fortification  was  gt>ing>  on  to  a  len^h,  which 
Congress  had  never,  by  any  vote  that  it  had  given,  author- 
ized, he  wished  to  see  those  fortifications  finished^  which 
had  been  already  commenced,  before  be  could  vote  for 
any  new  ones. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  in  reply,  contended  that,  when  the  es- 
timates bad  ftUen  short  or  the  expenditures,  it  was  fVom 
the  impos^b3ity  of  arriving  at  the  exact  sum  in  advance 
which  a  work  would  cost.   As  to  the  fortification  now 
proposed,  he  considered  it  essential  to  make  valuable  and 
efficient  the  various  works  which  had  already  been  com- 
pleted for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans.    The  passage 
wUcb  was  to  be  defended  by  this  fortification,  could  be 
entered  independently  of  the  passages  which  were  dei 
fended  by  the  works  already  constructed ;  hence,  the  ex- 
penditure upon  them,  without  this  additional  provision, 
would  be  thrown  away.    The  branch  of  the  Miss'issippi, 
at  tiie  entrance  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  place  a  forti- 
fication, would  otherwise  be  accessible  to  an  enemy,  who 
could  land  there,  and  transport  lua  forces  up  the  nver  to 
New  Orleans.   The  defence  of  that  city  was  essential, 
from  its  n«at  commercial  importance ;  and  it  had  been 
defended,  during  the  last  war,  by  the  skill  of  its  General, 
and  the  bravery  of  the  troops.    We  could  not  always  de- 
pend'on  having  such  a  General,  or  such  soldiers.    If  we 
shut  one  avenue  of  approach,  and  leave  open  another,  the 
expenditures  on  the  works  would  be  fruitless.   The  vi- 
cinity of  New  Orleans  was  peculiarly  undefended;  and  a 
large  force  could  not  be  suddenly  brought  to  bear  upon 
its  defence.   Another  reason  why  this  appropriation  ought 
to  he  made  at  this  time  was,  that  the  officers  who  had  been 
empk^ed  on  the  works  already  erected,  would  be  enabled 
to  superintend  the  ereclion  of  the  fortification  of  Bara- 
taria  t  and,  as  they  had  become  accustomed  to  the  climate, 
no  risk  would  be  incurred  by  placing  new  officers  there. 
It  was  true,  that  this  position  had  been  formerly  overlook- 
ed ;  but  tills  ought  not  to  opente  to  prevent  the  comple- 
tion of  a  work  deemed  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a  point 
so  important.    At  the  present  time,  the  country  was  able 
to  maka  tho  expenditures,  and,  as  it  was  out  of  the  pow- 
er of  any  one  to  predict  at  wliat  time  such  works  would 
become  necessary,  it  was  prudent  and  expedient  to  pre? 
pare  for  any  evi^ncy  whidi  a  state  of  war  might  present 
Mr.  SSin'H,  of  Maryland,  in  defending  the  amend- 
ment, remarked  that,  in  1816,  Mr.  Crawfonl,  in  a  report 
upon  the  aubject,  had  ^ven  it  aa  his  opinion,  that  $800,000 
might  be  annually  appropriated  for  fortifications.  For 
several  years  this  sum  was  appropriated.    In  1831  the 
aifiount  was  smaller,  in  consequence  of  a  scarcity  in  the 
revenue  :  yet,  when  it  could  be  done,  this  sum  bad  been 
regularly  applied  to  this  object    The  whole  amount  of 
the  present  bill,  including  an  appropriation  for  Pensaco- 
It,  and  one  for  Charleston,  was  646,000  dollars,  150.000 
doUars  less  than  the  sum  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
which  had  been  followed  tip  as  the  rule  of  Congress 
whenever  the  amoant  could  be  spared.    The  position  of 
Barataria  twd  hitherto  been  overlooked  t  yet  all  tiiat  bad 
been  done  for  the  defence  of  New  Orieans  would  be^ise- 
less,  without  this  further  appropiiation.    An  enemy  would 
have  the  fortifications  already  erected  in  the  rear,  and 
pass  up  the  inlet  at  the  mouth  of  which  this  fortification 
was  to  be  placed,  and  reach  the  city  unobstructed.  They 
would  not  be  so  stupid  as  to  attack  the  fortifications, when 
they  could  advance  upon  their  object  by  an  unfortified 
pass,  and  could  make  the  attack  where  there  would  be 
no  defence.    This  fortification  must  be  made  at  some 
time,  and  it  seemed  to  be  expedient  to  do  it  now,  while 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  were  employed  at  New 
Orleans  in  constructing  other  nmilar  works.    It  was  a 
prudent  and  economical  course  to  provide  for  dmng  the 
work  at  tUa  period.    He  was  of  the  same  opinion  aa  the 


gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  aa  to  tiie  erron  whkh  hud 
been  committed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  system  of  for- 
tifications. In  many  instances,  the  fortificationa  erected 
had  turned  out  to  be  useless.  Still,  he  was  in  faror  of 
going  on  with  the  system,  and  of  providing,  in  particular, 
for  the -defence  of  those  points  which  were  weakest,  and 
of  the  greatest  importance.  Uttle  had  been  done  in  this 
way  at  the  South,  while*  iirom  the  spuseneaa  of  the  popu- 
lation, artificial  defence  was  most  required.  The  people 
in  the  North,  from  the  populousoess  of  the  country,  con- 
trive to  defend  themselves  in  some  way  or  another.  They 
liad  also  already  received  fiir  greater  attention  from  the 
Government  than  the  South.  But  the  fiHtification  of  New 
Orleans  was  not  done  solely  for  the  benefit  of  tliat  ^tj. 
llie  whole  Western  country,  the  trade  of  wtucH  goes 
down  the  Mississippi,  is  to  be  protected  by  tiie  defence  of 
this  point,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union  that 
was  not,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  mterested  in  tU> 
object.  Every  section  of  the  country  sends  vessels  tiiere 
for  freights,  and  are,  consequently,  to  be  benefited  by 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  ^  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  aerioui  opporidon 
would  be  made  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  UICKGR30N  said,  he  did  not  think  the  fkct.tiiat 
certain  men  had  been  employed  at  New  Orleans,  andstili 
wanted  employment,  and  ought  to  be  kept  in  employ- 
ment, were  good  reasons  for  erecting  any  new  works  of 
the  kind.  He  doubted  the  statement  that  an  attack  could 
be  made  by  troops  transported  up  the  river  Barataria  fal 
boats,  as  artillery  could  not  be  conveyed  in  tbu  maniier. 
Besides,  they  would  land  on  the  other  side  the  liver, 
than  that  on  which  New  Orleans  was  situated.  As  to  the 
sums  hitherto  appropriated,  he  did  not  think  Congreaa 
was  pledged  to  apply  $800,000  to  fortifications.  He  did 
think,  however,  that,  whenever  $50,000  was  expended 
upon  any  such  work,  (hey  had  had  experience  enough  to 
show  that  it  became  a  pledge  for  the  expenditure  of  half 
a  million.  The  gentleman  from  Itoyland  seemed  to 
think  the  Government  bound  to  appropriate  eirfit  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  annually,  because  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Crawford,  who  had  recommended  it,  or  consi- 
dered it  expedient    Mr.  D.  had  as  high  a  respect  for  the 


opinions  of  Mr.  Crawford  as  was  entertained  by  any  nan  i 
but  he  would  not  vote  for  any  man's  opinions.  He  WM 
opposed  to  embarking  in  any  new  expenditure  for  fortifi- 
cations until  those  a&eady  commenced  had  been  com- 
pleted; and  some  computation  of  the  length  the  Govern - 
ment  was  to  go  could  be  arrived  at. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  after  the  war. 
Congress  had  appointed  a  board  of  engineere  to  exaB^W 
the  various  posts,  with  the  view  to  the  erection  of  furtifi- 
cations ;  and,  alUiou^  no  particular  vote  had  beenrgiwn 
by  Congress  upon  the  system,  yet,  they  had  been  in  the 
continual  Iiabit  of  appropriating  money,  fifom  time  to 
time,  for  these  objects.   The  three  first  years  after  the 
war,  these  appropriations  were  made  without  dengnating 
the  works  to  which  they  should  be  applied.  Afterwards 
they  made  specific  appropriations ;  and,  in  this  manner, 
tliey  bad  gone  on  ever  since.  Had  a  specific  system  been 
adopted,  it  would  scarcely  have  been  more  binding  upon 
the  Government  than  it  is  at  present.   But  there  had 
been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  such  organized  plan. 
It  was  formerly  impossible  to  frame  an  entire  system. 
But  as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  a  plan  had  been  marked 
out,  and  followed  up.    It  was  a  general  understandmg 
that  those  works,  necessary  to  national  defence,  should  be 
gradually  completed,  and  the  first  object  was  the  protec- 
tion of  the  neat  cities.   The  defence,  for  instance,  of 
New  York,  whose  commerce  was  of  such  vast  importance, 
and  where  the  property,  always  afloat,  was  of  immense 
value,  and  involved  tlie  interests  of  citizens  of  every  p*K 
of  tiie  Union,  was  A  matter  of  national  impoitancc-  It 
was  also  of  great  moment  to  protect  the  conuneKe  of 
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New  Orleans,  althouj^  the  amount  of  property  in  the  city  1 
w»  not  M  great  as  that  of  New  York :  yet  the  trade  of  [ 
the  rast  interior  countnr,  of  which  Ne  v  Orleans  is  the  de- 
p«t,  creates,  during  three  months  of  the  year,  a  vast 
mdct  >n  which  all  parts  of  the  Union,  in  one  way  or  ano- 
ther, partidpated. 

It  was  needless  to  urge  the  neceam^  of  defending  a 
city  where  so  much  wealth  was  continually  depouted* 
■nd  needing  protection  in  case  of  hostilities.  Fully  sen- 
riMe  of  that  necessity.  Congress  had  hitherto  made  ap- 
propriations f9r  the  Vurtificatioii  of  the  most  prominent 
points  of  defence.  One  point  only  remains ;  and  unless 
It  were  abo  provided  with  a  fortification,  the  troops  of  an 
enemy  disregard  all  that  had  been  already  done, 

and  tranjipott  their  troops  and  artillery  up  the  Missiuippi, 
and  attack  the  Vity  more  easily  than  General  Packenbam 
ascended  the  main  approach  to  it.  There  were  neveral 
pasnges  above  the  point,  by  which  the  enemy  could  pass 
into  toe  Hissisnppr,  without  being  obliged,  as  was  the 
case  with  General  Packenham,  to  cut  a  canal.  Three 
or  four  canals,  leading  into  the  Mississippi,  would  afford 
ibii  convenience  to  an  enemy,  after  he  bad  once  ascended 
b^rond  the  point  which  this  provision  proposes  to  fortify. 
The  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  he 
could  only  reach  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  is,  there- 
fore, not  torrect.  It  was  perfecily  true,  as  had  been  suid 
by  Uie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that,  if  this  pass  were  not 
rarttfiea,  the  money  expended  on  the  works  already  con- 
Mmcted,  would  have  been  entirely  thrown  away.  On  the 
•core  of  econtNUy,  the  project  ought  now  to  be  carried 
into  effect  Two  en^^neers  are  now  employed  on  the 
other  fortifications  in  the  vicinity.  The  materials  for  the 
work  were  all  in  a  state  of  preparation.  The  works  for 
making  bricks,  which  had  cost  a  large  sum,  were  all  in 
opention,  and  the  principal  articles  required  could  now 
be  fd)taincd,  from  the  existence  of  these  preparatory 
Work%  and  from  the  iiiet  that  the  contracts  are  now  open, 
■*  least  tlurty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  three  years  afler 
roe  suspeaiion  of  operations.  Then  the  whole  expense 
M  a  commencement  of  the  works  must  be  incurred.  So 
that  it  was  not  an  unreasonable  supposition,  that,  by 
nutking  the  appropriation  now,  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars 
wiU  be  sa«-ed  to  tlie  Government.  The  amount  of  the 
gpropriatlon  proposed  this  year  was  150,000  dollars  be- 
low the  sum  orimnally  fixed  upon  for  anntui  expenditure 
on  objects  of  this  n«ture.  There  was  no  want  of  the 
means  j  and  if  the  money  was  not  expended  for  this  ob- 
ject, it  would  be  applied  to  some  other.  The  question 
therefore,  was,  whether  this  was  not  the  most  important 
object  to  which  it  coukl  be  devoted.  It  appeared  to  Mr. 
J^flMt,  if  they  stopped  now,  the  whole  system  would  be 
MMtructed.^  Nor,  in  this  case,  would  the  gentleman's 
idea  of  beginning  no  new  works  feirly  apply  ;  as  this  new 
work,  wa^  after  all,  but  a  part  of  the  plan  contemplated 
at  first,  when  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  by  fortifica- 
tions, was  planned  and  commenced.-  It  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Government  was  to  expend  large  sums  to 
iwotect  one  approach  to  the  city,  and  leave  another  en. 
tffely  open  to  an  enemy.  Hence,  it  was  but  fcir  to  argue, 
tlta^  eren  if  this  pass  were  originally  overlooked  in  the 
reports.  Congress  could  not,  with  propriety,  neglect  it, 
when  it  was  tbown  that  its  defence  was  essential  to  ren- 
der useful  the  works  on  which  large  sums  of  money  had 
already  been  expended.  Mr.  JoaKsrgx  considered  tliat 
the  erection  of  these  works  ought  to  depend  on  tlic  coun> 

Sf  to  bedefended,  and  not  on  the  amount  of  tiie  expen- 
ture  which  they  would  require.  Congress  would  not 
have  refused  to  erect  Fort  Jackson,  for  the  defence  of  the 
msaisnppi,  because  its  cost  was  50,000  dollars  more  than 
bad  been  estimated .  It  was  not  the  cost  alone,  but  also 
the  object  to  be  gamied  by  it,  that  Congress  was  to  consi- 
der. He  did  not  believe  that  the  expense  had  so  far  ex- 
ceeded the  estimates  on  these  works  as  was  supposed. 


In  some  cases  it  doubtless  had  done  so.  But  he  beljeveii 

that,  when  the  whole  contemplated  chain  of  defence 
should  have  been  finished,  the  excess  would  not  be  mors 
than  one  million.  This  was  trifling  in  comparison  to  die 
importance  of  the  works  which  would  have  been  com- 
pleted. Able  men  had  made  those  estimates,  and  he 
thouf^t  them  as  nearly  accurate  as  possible.  It  wag  true, 
that  inexpedient  appropriatlona  had  been  made  i  but  they 
did  not  oner  good  ground  of  opposition  to  plans  of  self- 
evident  importance  and  utility.  As  to  New  Orleans,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  protectinf^  the  city 
and  its  commerce  with  fortifications.  The  fiicility  of  ap- 
proach, the  difficulty  of  defence,  and  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty continually  exposed,  all  ptnnted  it  o«t  as  a  point 
which  must  be  fortified  against  the  attacks  of.  an  enemy. 
The  only  question  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  object 
should  be  carried  into  effect  now  or  hereafter.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  says,  that  the  position  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  original  system.  But  that  fact,  said  Mr. 
J.  does  not  decide  the  point  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
work.  The  point  in  question  had  recently  been  exa. 
mined  by  General  Bernard,  and  otlier  Engineers  {  and|tho 
proof  waa  now  as  strong  that  the  won  prmosed  was 
needed,  as  it  could  have  been,  had  it  been  laid  down  in 
the  original  nrstem. 

TUc  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DlCKEUSONmo^-ed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  50,000  dollars  for  fortification  of 
the  harbor  of  pensacola.  Mr.  D.  made  a  few  remarks, 
which  were  mostly  inaudible  to  the  reporter,  previous  to 
reading  an  extract  from  the  report  of  General  Bernard  on 
this  subject  He  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  be  did  not 
profess  to  have  any  recent  information  as  to  this  point  ; 
but,  if  it  was  not  explained,  he  could  not  vote  for  theap* 
propriation. 

Mr.  SUI'I'H,  of  Hd.  said,  that  this  subject  had  been 
filUy  investigated  in  the  other  House.  It  was  known  that 
we  had  a  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacoh^  and  that  its  position 
made  it  one  of  the  must  important  points  in  the  Southern 
section  of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. He  read  the  report,  made  last  year,  of  the  Chief 
Enpneer,  in  which  was  stated  the  necessity  of  fortifica- 
tions at  this  point,  and  observed  that  the  present  appro* 
priation  only  contemplated  the  purchase  of  materials. 

Ur.  HARRISON  considered  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  had  not  given  the  proper  interpretation  to 
the  report  of  General  Bernard.  He  thought  that  report 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  fortification<i  at  Pensaco- 
la, rather  than  the  contraiy  -  Whether  Pensacola  was  tlic 
proper  point  for  a  naval  depot  or  not,  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. The  navy  yard  is  there,  and  wanta  protection.  The 
position  of  the  place  is  on  the  sea,  and  it  can  be  approach- 
ed, without  notice,  by  an  enemy's  fleet.  It  was  so  situ- 
ated, in  a  country  which  could  not  contribute  much  to  ita 
defence,  that  it  was  essential  that  means  should^e  provid- 
ed to  protect  the  large  amount  of  public  property  which 
will  be  deposited  there,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. A  small  naval  force  might  find  shelter  under  the 
guns  of  the  forts  of  this  place,  nom  a  superior  squadron, 
and  be  able  to  give  great  fiicility  to  our  trade,  as  a  caml 
would  soon  be  constructed  from  Pensacola  to  New  Or- 
leans; and  thus  the  former  place  be  an  outlet  to  a  great 
portion  of  the  Misussippi  trade.  Mr.  H.  remarked,  in 
conclusion,  tliat  some  of  the  reports  had  stated  that  there 
were  but  two  other  points  more  important  than  Pensacola, 
and  they  were  Boston  and  New  York. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that,  according  to  the  report  of 
Gen.  Bernard,  the  fortification  of  Pensacola  would  require 
a  garrison  of  13,000  men  in  time  of  a  siege.  If  this  waa 
the  case,  the  protection  afforded  by  it  to  our  Navy  and  com- 
merce would  be  deariy  bought.  He  had  always  been  op- 
posed  to  the  selection  of  this  place  as  a  naval  depot,  and 
if  it  bad  been  fixed  upon  as  such,  and  was  to  coat  the 
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countiy  so  great  an  expense,  he  thought  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  back  out  cS  it.  The  matter  ought  to  be 
thorouriilx  examined  before  any  money  was  expended 
there  lor  fbrtifications.  The  expense — the  number  of 
men  required  to  defend  it — its  exposed  situation — all 
these  ought  to  be  considered  before  Congress  made  this 
appropriation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  tiie  motion  at 
conadenble  length.  He  oonuderea  the  erection  of  for- 
tifieation^  absolntely  necosatyat  Pensacola,  where,  from 
tiie  ftct  of  its  being  a  naval  depot,  targe  amounts  of  pub< 
Uc  property  must  continually  be  exposed.  He  agreed  with 
tiie  genOeman  from  New  Jersey,  tltat  our  fortifications  had 
generally  cost  double  the  amount  of  the  estimates.  But 
ne  found,  in  this  fact,  no  good  reason  why,  if  they  were  to 
be  erected  any  where,  they  should  not  be  in  the  Southtfn 
Motion  the  country.  He  demonstrated,  by  a  statement 
vf  &ct%  the  importance  of  fenaacoLi,  as  a  naval  post ; 
mnd  spoke  also  in  &vor  of  the  appropriations  for  fortifica' 
tions  at  Savannah  and  Charieston,  3.  C.  If  they  were  to 
■top  in  this  system,  they  ought  to  stop  short,  and  deal  by 
One  part  of  the  countty  as  they  did  by  the  other.  One 
portion  ought  not  tp  be  defended,  and  the  other  remain 
ondefendea.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  going  on — 
not  that  he  wished  to  be  considered  an  advocate  of  a  sys* 
tern  of  fortificatidns,  consisting  of  useless  armaments,  but 
he  desired  that,  where  necessity  called  for  the  means  of 
defence,  thcymight  be  given.  He  did  not  depend  much 
upon  the  Englnecrii ;  but  their  estimates  would  be  as  cur- 
nct  in  tMs  case  as  in  any  other.  He,  therefbre,  trusted 
that  tiie  South  would  be  allowed  to  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  system,  since  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be 
continued. 

Mr.  BERHIEN  opposed  the  motion.  He  considered 
that  the  question  presented  in  the  discussion  of  this  sys- 
tem, was,  whether  Congress  would  force  the  enemy  to 
carry  on  war  without  our  limits,  or,  whether  we  shall 
•uffer  all  the  complicated  evils,  whicli  our  people  endur- 
ed in  the  last  contest  with  Great  Britun,  and,  from  a 
want  of  preparation,  undergo  a  similar  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treasure.  The  system  has  gone  on  thus  far, 
unimpeded,  and,  since  objections  are  now  offered;  it  is  to 
be  asked,  "Whether  it  is  to  be  made  general  in  its  ope- 
ration, or  to  stop  short,  after  a  partial  application  to  but 
one  fitvored  section  of  the  country  ?"  North  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, millions  had  been  expended,  if  not  in  a  lavish, 
ftt  least  in  the  TOost  liberal  manner.  At  New  Orleans  a 
Contuderable  expenditure  had  also  been  made ;  but  be- 
tween these  points  nothing  had  been  done.  And  was 
this  still  to  be,so Are  we  [said  Mr.  B.]  without  the  pale 
of  protection,  that  no  appropriation  can  be  extended  to 
defend  our  shores  from  the  assaults  of  the  Nation's  ene- 
mies ?  This  was  not  a  proposition  of  original  expediency. 
It  was  not  a  que'stion  of  mistaken  policy.  But  here  lies 
the  essence  m  the  question.  You  have  fortified  one  por- 
tion of  Uie  country,  so  that  the  cfTorts  of  a  hostile  visita- 
tion are  turned  aside.  Another  portion  of  the  countiy  is 
left  defenceless,  and  the  natural  consequence  is,  that  the 
enemy  is  thrown  upon  that  unprotected  part;  and  that, 
while  our  Northcn  brethren  arc  shielded  from  the  terrors 
of  war,  upon  us  in  the  South  the  whole  fury  of  hostihty 
it  poured  out.  North  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  cnuntry  la 
thwoughly  defended;  South  of  that  point,  the  People 
are  left  to  themselves.  The  selection,  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  of  Pensacola,  was,  tic  thought,  pecu- 
liarly unfortunate.  Pensacola  was  so  situated  tli.-tt  its  de- 
fence of  our, commercial  interests  was  a  most  important 
considemtion.  The  Island  of  Cuba  was  considered  the 
key  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  only  point  whence  we 
could  exercise  any  control  over  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf, 
was  Pensacola.  It  had  been  fixed  upon  as  the  only  eti- 
gible  point  for  a  naval  depot.  He  looked  upon  it  as  Ii;gh!y 
important  in  its  defence  of  New  Otleans,  as  there  could 


be  no  great  time  before  the  two  places  would  be  connect- 
ed by  a  canal ;  and  he  deemed  it  not  unlikely,  that  this 
communication  would  be  continued  to  the  Atlantic.  The 
importance  of  a  force  at  Pensacola  could  not  be  doubted. 
A  strong  post,  in  the  rear  uf  an  enemy,  who  should  at* 
tack  New  Orleans,  would  operate  much  to  his  embarrass- 
ment, and  would  require  a  great  addition  of  force.  It 
was  not  the  people  of  Florida  and  Louisiana,  who  were 
to  be  benefited  exclusively  by  such  a  work.  He  would 
correct  an  em>r  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  He 
had  read  the  report  erroneously ;  as  1,200,  and  not  12,000 
men  are  said  to  be  required  to  garrison  the  place.  It  has 
been  well  said  by  the  report,  that  eight-tenths  of  the 
United  States  are  deeply  interested  in  the  defence  of  this 
post.  Mr.  BEBniEx  then  read  an  extract&om  the  revised 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  in  support  of  his  opini- 
ons, and  concluded  by  urging,  that  the  foitificstion  of  Pen- 
sacola was  essential,  because  it  is  a  naval  depot,  and  n 
mass  of  public  property  must  necessarily  be  collected 
there — because  it  would  essentially  protect  the  trade  of 
New  Orleans — because  it  would  control  the  commerce  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico— and  because  it  is  idle  to  fortify  New 
Orleans,  if  this  important  post  is  left  undefended- 
Mr.  DICKERSON  defended  his  motion  by  some  fur- 
ther remarks. 

Mr.  COBB  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  opposition 
to  the  whole  system.  He  considered  the  late  discovery 
of  the  point  of  Bar.itaria,  not  a  little  aurprising.  Hesud 
be  hid  down  the  ground  broadly,  that  Congress  had  been 
regularly  deceived  by  the  Hoard  of  Engineers,  ever  since 
the  late  war.  He  did  not  know  when  the  expenditure* 
were  to  end,  as  every  year  they  increased,  upd  new  pro- 
jects were  continually  starting  up.  When  one  fortifica- 
tion was  done,  it  must  be  torn  down,  and  another  of  two 
hundred  guns  be  put  up  in  its  place.  This  was  the  con- 
stant course  of  the  system,  which  ought,  instead  of  sys- 
tem, to  be  called  a  vampyre,  which  was  feeding  with  in- 
satiable appetite  on  the  blood  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  C. 
then  made  some  remarks  on  the  tardy  progress  of  some 
of  our  larger  fortifications — Fortress  Monroe,  in  particular. 
He  considered  the  money  expended  at  the  Hip  Raps  so 
much  money  thrown  into  the  ocean.  He  viewed  the  whole 
system  to  be  nurturing  the  germ  of  a  standing  Army — and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  ,He  wished  to 
know,  after  the  forts  were  finished,  how  large  the  expen- 
ditures fijr  their  armaments  would  be  {  and  supposed  it 
would  be  a  lucrative  affair  for  the  Ordnance  Department. 
In  cunc1u»on,  Mr.  Cobb  declared,  that,  if  he  could  pro- 
cure a  vote  trf"  the  Senate,  he  would  move  to  refuse  to 
pass  a  single  appropriation  for  this  system,  whether  for 
finished  or  unfinislicd  fortifications — and  then  he  would 
vote  to  send  the  Engineers  over  the  ground  again,  to  profit 
by  the  errors  that  had  already  been  committed. 
Mr.  EATON  then  movetl  an  adjournment. 

TrusDAT.  Habcb  4k  1828. 

Tlie  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  yesterday  : 
To  the  Hcnats  of  Ike  IMl^  l^aUa  .- 

Washiitotok,  Mabcd,  3,  182ft. 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
od  January  last,  requesting  the  communication  erf"  i'lfoi- 
mation  in  my  possession  relative  to  alleged  agression  on 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  persons 
claiming  authority  under  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick, 
1  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  witKa 
copy  of  that  of  the  Special  Agent,  mentioned  in  my  Me»- 
s:igc  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Session  of  Con- 
gress,  as  having  been  sent  to  visit  the  spot  where  the  cause 
of  complaint  had  occurred,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
fuci.s,  and  the  result  of  whose  inquiries  I  then  promised  to 
communicate  to  Congress  when  it  should  be  received. 
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The  Senate  are  reqoested  to  receive  thia  communication 
the  foffilment  of  uiat  engagement,  and,  in  making  it,  1 
deem  it  proper  to  noUce,  with  jnat  acknowledgment,  the 
fiberaltty  with  which  the  Minbter  of  bis  Britannic  Majestj', 
residing  here,  and  the  Government  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  have  furnished  the  Agent  of  the  United 
States  with  every  fecili^  for  the  attainment  of  the  informa- 
ti«n  which  it  was  the  t^ject  of  his  mission  to  procure. 

Cenioderinir  the  exercise  of  excluwve  territorial  jiiria- 
fiction  upon  the  groundii  in  controTersy,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick,  in  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  John  Baker,  as  incompatible  with  the  mutual  umlcr- 
standing  existing  between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain,  on  this  subject,  a  demand  has 
been  addressed  to  the  Provincial  Authorities,  through 
the  Jlimster  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  release  of  that  indi- 
vidual from  prison,  and  of  indemnity  to  him  for  his  deten- 
tion. In  domg  this,  it  has  not  been  intended  to  maintain 
the  regularity  of  his  own  proceedings,  or  of  thoae  with 
whom  tie  was  associated  ;  to  which  they  were  not  aullio- 
Hzed  by  any  sovereign  authority  of  this  country. 

The  documents  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Agent, 
beings  original  papers  belonging  to  the  files  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  a  return  of  them  is  requested,  when  the 
Senate  shall  hare  no  further  use  for  them. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

FOBTIFICATIONS. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
wp— being  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  For. 
tihcatians  for  the  year  1K8  ;  and  the  question  being  on 
agreeinr  to  the  amendment  adopted  yesterday,  in  commit, 
tee  of  the  whole,  making  an  appropriation  of  50,000  dol- 
lars  for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  Barataria,  near 
New  Orleans — 

Hr.  HABRISON  said  that  it  ^ve  him  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  the  late  period  at  which  this  proposi 
tion  was  brought  forward,  was  not  owing  to  any  iiegli. 
gence  on  the  part  of  the  eiigineers.  The  point  now  pro- 
poked  for  defence  had  been  mentioned  in  every  report  of 
the  engineers  upon  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  that  had 
been  made  to  Congress.  In  the  report  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  and  which  had  been  read  yesterday,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  the  fortification  of  the  point  desig- 
nated as  Grand  Terre  was  recommended  as  of  great  im- 
portance. The  point  vna  that  which  was  nov  presented 
to  the  Senate  as  the  fortress  of  Barataria.  As  to  any  er- 
ror in  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  Hihtaiy  Committee  were  Lt  all  responsible  for 
their  correctness,  as  these  subjects  were,  after  having 
been  acted  upon  in  the  other  House,  rcfeired  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  dcciilc  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Government  had  the  means  at  disposal 
for  canning  them  into  effect.  It  was  impossible  that  the 
Committee  could  go  into  an  examination  of  the  correct- 
ne«  irf  the  report,  as  the  only  function  of  the  Finance 
Comnnttee  was  to  decide  upon  the  dcta'ls.  Uc  merely 
made  these  remarks  to  relieve  himself  from  any  supposi- 
tion that  he  was,  from  his  ^tuation  in  the  Military  Com- 
BUttee,  to  be  supposed  possessed  of  minute  information 
on  these  subjects.  He  ritoald  move  an  amendment  to  the 
btD— to  strike  ont  the  word  Barataria,  and  insert  **  Grand 
Terce."  _  He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  argument  to 
riiew  the  necessity  of  the  provision  to  the  permanent  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  he  would  merely  make  one  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  an  observation  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  in  the  debate  of  yesti-rday.  He  said 
that  when  this  pass  was  fortified,  another  post  would  be 
needed  at  the  mouth  <rf'  the  Lafourche.  Mr.  11.  looked 
upon  tliis  as  erroneous,  lie  had  examined  a  large  map 
at  the  War  Department,  and  found  that  it  was  so  long  and 
drcuitous,  that  it  wotdd  not  probaltly  need  furtificatiou. 
iD'flome  uf  the  reports,  it  had  been  said,  that  this  river 
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might  require  some  triflin|f  fortification  t  but,  at  any  rate 
they  would  make  no  very  impnttrnt  con^Jeration. 

Kir.  COTID  observed,  that  the  discuauon  of  yestcrdaj 
had  resulted  iu  a  beneficial  manner,  since  more  informa- 
tion had  been  elicited  than  the  Senate  bad  possessed  pre- 
viously. He  had  s.-ud,  yesterday,  that  the  fortification  of 
Barataria  had  never  been  reported  on  before  ;  and  even 
the  Chairman  of  the  klilitaiy  Committee  had  allowed  that 
the  statement  was  correct.  It  now  appeared  that  the 
report  of  the  engineers,  made  in  1821,  did  mention  thia 
work,  but  made  a  diffcrer.t  name.  It  was  at  Grand  Ten*, 
and  not  at  Barataria,  and  noticed,  it  was  true,  in  the  gen- 
eral plan — but,  it  would  be  perceived,  tliat  it  was  set  down 
in  the  3d  cbias — and  it,  therefore,  appeared  to  him,  (Mr. 
C.)  that  »he  time  had  not  arrived  to  begin  upon  it.  In 
otlier  parts  of  the  country,  works  in  the  second  and  third 
classes  had  not  been  commenced  upon.  How  this  plan, 
BO  gravely  and  so  solemnly  made,  could  be  departed  iWim, 
he  did  not  know.  How  the  works  at  New  Orleans,  em- 
bracing the  three  classes,  could  be  carried  into  efi'ect,  in 
opposition  to  this  plan,  he  could  not  tell.  If  the  plan 
was  proper  and  judicious,  he  thought  its  advocates  ought 
to  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  said,  that  the  name  of  Bara- 
taria was,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  notorious.  Kvenr 
man  in  the  community  knew  where  Barataria  was  situated. 
Btit  Grand  Terre  was  not  known,  and  he  should  have  diffi- 
culty in  fijidinw  its  exact  location  himself.  Grand  Terre 
merely  signified  high  land,  and  was  applied,  generally,  to 
almost  every  point  of  high  ground.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
from  the  want  of  distinctness  in  the  position  pointed  out 
by  the  appellation  Grand  Terre,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  HARIllSON  said,  that  he  wa*  willing  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  or  move  to  insert  Grand  Tcrro,  near  Barataria. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that  he  wished  it  might  bo 
withdrawn  :  Barataria  was  far  the  best  name.  He  pre- 
sumed, that,  when  gentlemen  examined  the  report  yea- 
terda/,  the  poution  was  not  recognised,  because  it  wu 
spoken  of  under  the  name  of  Grand  Terre.  It  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  whethcv 
the  fortification  was  to  he  of  the  second  or  the  third  clasf. 

Mr.  CIIANDLEU  said  th.tt,  as  there  seemed  to  be  se- 
veral places  called  Grand  Terre,  in  Louisiana — [Mr.  Jokr- 
sTox  said,  it  was  merely  the  general-term  for  high  land]— 
he  thought  that  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  omitted, 
until  a  point  could  be  fixeil  upon.  He  did  not  know  how 
it  happened  that  thb  project  came  before  CongTcas  at  so 
late  a  period  ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  less  known  and  under- 
stood, than  was  desimbte.  lie,  on  this  ground,  thought 
it  better  to  delay  it  until  those  forts  were  completed, 
which  had  been  already  commenced.  He  would  rather 
legislate  upon  the  moat  important  objects  first.  It  ap- 
peared to  nira  that  the  Government  was  going  too  largelv 
into  tlie  system  ;  and  a  little  delay  of  those  objects  which 
were  not  of  the  first  importance,  would,  he  uiouglitj  be 
adviseable. 

Mr  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  he  believed 
the  whole  opposition  to  this  project,  with  the  exception 
of  that  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  and  New  Jersey, 
arose  from  want  ot  information  i  and,  as  the  eubject  was 
one  of  gr^at  importance  to  the  State  which  he  represent-  < 
e<),  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  hear  from  him  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  the  facts.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
haO,  in  the  first  phice,  supposed,  that  this  point  was  not 
noticed  in  the  original  report — that  it  had  escaped  the 
attention  of  the  engineers — and,  at  this  late  period,  had 
been  found  out,  and  presented  to  Congress.  Mr.  'J .  said, 
he  recollected,  miuiy  years  since,  that  this  point  was  men- 
tioned in  a  report  of  the  engineers,  which  gave  not  only 
a  view  of  the  topograpliy  of  the  country,  but  contained 
bom^  iiironnatioii  which  was  considered  improper  to 
publi:ih  to  the  world.    The  reason  wa8,tbat  it  would  have 
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been  unsafe  to  give  to  foreign  nations  inforntatinn  of  this 
kind,  which  they  might  have  an  opportuni^  of  using  to 
our  prejudice.  In  that  report,  tins  point  waa  laid  down 
as  one  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  defence  uf  New 
Orleans.  As  to  the  river  Lafourcbe,  which  was  mentioned, 
yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  Mr.  J.  had  ex- 
unined  the  report  on  that  head,  and  it  was  then  stated  to 
be  a  long,  narrow*  fallow  stream,  which  could  easily  be 
obstructed.  It  was  idle  to  think  of  defending  with  for- 
tiBcalions  such  a  pass  as  this.  Two  pages  of  the  report 
were  devoted  to  tlie  subject  of  Barataria ;  and  it  was 
aaid  that  a  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  would  defend 
^1  the  fight  bank  of  the  Uiasissippi.  It  w:^  also  stated, 
that  there  was  a  work,  during  the  war,  on  this  river,  called 
the  Temple  i  but  it  was  not  an  effectual  defence,  because 
there  was  two  inlets  below  it,  before  arriving  at  the  mouth 
oftheiTirer,  and  winch  communicated  with  the  Mississippi , 
and  it  waa,  therefore,  conudered  necessary  to  fix  on  this 
point  called  Grand  Terre.  The  same  position  had  been 
mentioned  in  subsequent  reports.  It  was  suflicient  to 
■hew,  that  it  aUracted  tlie  notice  of  General  Bemard«  on 
his  6r8t  visits  to  the  county,  and  of  other  scientific  indi- 
vidual*. But,  to  any  gentlemen  who  would  cast  his  eye 
over  the  map  of  Louiuana,  it  must  be  apparent,  that 
Barataria  is  the  best  avenue  of  approach  to  New  Orleans. 
The  water  was  deep,  and  an  attack  could,  by  its  navigation, 
be  made  on  the  cUy,  before  any  cbstruction  could  be 
thrown  in  its  way ;  and  witliout  a  fort  at  its  mouth,  the 
approach  of  an  enemy  could  not  be  retarded.  It  was 
much  more  important  to  establish  a  fortification  here, 
than  on  tlie  Mississippi,  because  the  river  could  be  more 
tuSHy  obstructed.  The  gentlemen  had  led  themselves 
hlto  a  mistake,  as  to  the  classes  laid  down  in  the  plan  of 
Ibrtification .  It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  there  was  to 
be  any  preference  in  the  erection  of  those  difTerent  classes. 
New  Orleans  was  the  point  to  be  defended,  and  the  differ- 
•nt  fortifications  might  all  be  considered  as  one  work. 
New  Oiieans  waa  an  important  place — its  defence  was 
neccsaary  i  and  it  did  not  depend  on  the  kind  of  forts  by 
which  it  was  to  be  defended  ;  it  was  tite  point  itself  which 

Kve  it  a  rank  among  Uie  first  class.  For  instapce,  if  we 
»k  at  New  York,  it  is  a  place  of  vast  importance  :  but 
would  it  be  questioned  whether  its  defence  should  be  de- 
Inred  for  years,  because  the  works  were  of  the  third  rate? 
He  thought  this  would  be  an  lUisurdity.  The  three  forts 
iriiich  the  city  would  be  defended,  might  be  of  the 
turd  dass  t  but  when  taken  together,  they  constituted  a 
work  of  tite  first.  The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to 
many  other  places,  and  with  poi'ticular  force  to  New 
Orieana.  It  would  hardly  be  contended,  tliat,  because 
the  WOlkt  proposed  at  Mobile  are  of  the  first  class,  in 
pmnt  of  magnitude,  that  they  must  be  completed  before 
tiine  at  New  Orleans  could  be  commencetl.  I'hc  argu* 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  to  the  classes, 
vas,  therefore,  indefensible.  The  opponents  of  this 
provision  had,  perliKps,  produced  some  effect  on  the 
Senate  by  their  remarks,  as  to  the  excess  of  the  expen- 
ditures, in  certwn  cases,  over  the  estimates.  This  had 
happened,  it  was  true,  in  some  instances.  The  fort  at 
Keuse's  Point  was  one  ;  the  Pea  Patch  another.  But,  it 
would  be  remembered,  that  the  estimntcs  for  these 
works  were  made  before  the  present  Board  of  Engineers 
was  organized  i  and,  fur  the  errors  in  these  cases,  they 
were  not  revponsible.  It  wok  the  same  in  the  case  of 
Fort  Washington,  which  ws^  undoubtedly,  situated  im- 
preperly.  But,  Sd  far  as  the  Board  had  gone,  it  was  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  the  expenditures  had  so  re* 
markably  coincided  with  the  estimates.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  had  found  what  he  considered  a  single 
error  in  the  expenditure  upon  Fort  Jackson.  But  a 
statement  of  tlie  facts,  as  detailed  in  the  report,  was 
only  necessary  to  explain  this  apparent  discrepancy. 
The  Enpneers  bad  found  that,  in  the  Southern  cli.iiate. 


barracks  and  stores  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  these 
they  were  obliged  to  build.  To  these  objects  50,000 
dollars  had  been  applied,  and  this  expense  was  the  ex- 
cess of  which  the  gentleman  compuiiocd.  Otherwise 
than  this,  the  estimates  luid  not  been  exceeded.  To 
return  to  the  proposed  fortification  at  Uarataria  :  It  bad 
been  reported  upon  byjhe  Board,  and  it  could  not  but 
strike  every  one  at  a  view  of  the  map.  It  was  known 
to  the  army  in  the  war,  and  waa  looked  upon  at  an  im- 
portant point.  He  repeated,  that  the  classfication 
the  works  was  highly  improper,  if  it  were  to  cause  the 
larger  forts  only  to  be  finished  first.  Several  of  the 
latter  worlu  were  planned  tt  points  of  minor  in^Mtt* 
ance  ;  but  this  gave  no  priority  to  their  erection,  in 

Coint  of  time.  He  trusted  that  the  amendment  would 
e  sustained. 

Mr.  I>ICEERSON  said,  that  as  to  the  fortification  now 
proposed,  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  of  its 
uselcssnesa.  It  was  to  be  situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  riv<er 
in  which  there  was  a  bar,  over  which  vessels  drawing 
eight  feet  of  water  could  not  pass,  and  eiglity  miles  fron 
New  Orleans.  Through  an  avenue  of  approach  like 
this,  he  thought  there  was  no  danger  that  an  enemy 
would  attack  Uie  city.  As  to  the  proportion  to  alter  tlte 
name  of  the  point.  Grand  Tcrre,  it  appeared,  waa  not 
dcMgnatcd.  And  if  it  had  been  put  down,  it  wa» 
in  the  third  class  {  nor  was  it  considered  of  immediate 
importance,  or  it  would  have  been  earlier  presented  to 
Congress.  This  was  evident,  from  the  report  upon  the 
subject ;  and  there  could  be  no  danger  in  allowing  this 
point  to  remain  uutil  the  others  were  completed.  Far 
proposing  this  delay,  he  thought  there  was  ample  cause. 
Instead  of  having  been  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  his  estimates,  it  appeared  to  luve  come 
to  the  Senate  by  titt:  suggestion  of  a  member  to  the  Se- 
cretary. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  wasteful  expenditure  on 
several  works  of  the  kind  t  referring  more  particularly 

to  tlie  fortification  at  the  Pea  Patch.  Of  the  appropria- 
tions.to  this  object  he  gave  a  detail,  and  declared  that, 
while  the  original  estimate  was  J258,000,  the  amount  of 
the  expenditure  had  been  upwards  of  2450,000.  There 
were  many  other  works  of  which  such  statements  might 
justiy  be  mode.  Old  Fmot  Comfort,  in  particular,  had 
swallowed  similar  sums — upwards  of  one  million  having 
been  expended  on  that  position.  He  wished  to  stay 
this  system,  until  information  could  be  had  as  to  the  ex* 
tent  to  which  it  was  to  be  carried,  and  tlie  effect  already 
produced  by  the  system.  Until  some  more  definite  plan 
wasfumicd.  Congress  ought  to  go  no  further.  He  could 
not,  he  knew,  stop  the  works  which  were  already  begun. 
His  design  extended,  therefore,  only  to  any  new  pro- 
jects. He  thought,  witli  the  genticman  from  Uatylan^ 
that  the  scale  on  which  the  system  was  framed  was  alto, 
gether  too  magnificent.  He  thought  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  did  not  call  for  this  expenditure.  If  we 
were  in  a  state  of  a  war  if  the  enemy  were  at  our  door, 
and  the  right  bank  uf  the  Missisuppi  were  tiireatened 
with  an  attack,  he  should  be  in  &vor  of  the  appropria> 
tion.  But  not  in  Uie  present  state  of  thinn  ;  especially 
when  the  report  of  the  engineen  states,  that  the  work 
contemplated  is  not  of  immediate  necessity.  "He  thought 
that  tlie  fortifications  already  erected,  or  in  progress, 
at  Xew  Orleans,  were  sufficient  for  tiie  present.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  bad 
said,  tl;at  we  could  not  do  too  much  for  the  ddfenc^  of 
New  Orleans.  But  Mr.  D.  considered  that  to  expend 
money  uselessly  would  be  doing  by  far  too  much.  He 
did  not  assent  to  the  idea,  that,  by  leaving  this  pasaun* 
defended,  the  defence  of  all  the  others  would  be  use- 
less. If  all  the  passages  to  the  city  but  this  were  se- 
cured, it  would  render  the  defence  of  tjm  pass  far  eaaier. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  an  enemy  would  never  pass  the 
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btrmthe  river  Barataria;  and  if  a  fortification  were  ever 
KRCted  there*  he  considered  thxt  it  would  only  be  use- 
M  u  a  protection  to  commerce.    He  should  content 
lianeir*  without  further  remark  and  would  merely  call 
Urn  yeas  and  naya  on  concurring  in  the  amendment 
The  can  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having'  been  sustained, 
Hr.  BENTON  said,  that  tlie  course  taken  by  the  ^n- 
tleosan  ^o  had  just  taken  his  seat,  seemed  to  him  an 
anfair  species  of  legislation.    It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
iaproper  to  draw  parallels  between  difierent  portions  of 
Ae  Union,  while  they  were  legiUatin^  for  the  safety  of 
the  whole-    If  such  a  manner  of  legislating  were  to  be 
•doptedt  he  believed  it  would  rather  be  against  the  gen* 
lleiMuiUmst^  as  there  had  been  more  money  expended 
«n  lortificatjDns  in  the  vicinity  of  his  State,  than  in  any 
ottkcr  portion  of  the  country.    1,  said  Mr.  BxiiToir,  do 
not  sgree  that  any  such  principle  ought  to  be  acted  upon 
MBaet«ff.    No  such  principle  could  be  followed  up 
cBfeetnaHy,  because  vorks  for  the  general  defence  were 
■otto be  charged  upon  the  action  in  which  they  are 
created.   He  did  not  look- upon  the  works  at  Kew  Or. 
Icana  as  erected  for  the  defence  of  a  single  city,  hut  to 
protect  the  property  and  interests  of  nearly  one-tliird  of 
die  Usioo.    They  were  for  the  defence  of  those  people 
wlioae  produce  finds  a  market  there,  and  whose  city,  in 
leifity.  New  Oricans  is.    It  resulted,  then,  that  those 
Ibrt^leations  were  for  the  defence  of  the  Valley  of  the 
ICwwasippi.    So  that  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  they  were  for  the  protection  of  the  city  alone.  It 
was  for  the  protection  of  the  property  deposited  there. 
Ue  mentioned  this,  because  it  appeared  that  such  opi- 
nions  were  entertained.    The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey suppoaed  that  this  work,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bsrata- 
ria,  would  be  unimportant.   If  is  worthy  of  inquiiy*  in 
vlwt  does  be  connder  tlie  importance  of  a  fortific&tion 
to  connst }   It  seems  that  he  looks  npon  the  height  and 
ttucknesB  of  the  «-alIs,  and  the  number  of  the  gamson,  to 
be  the  only  criteriona  j  and  because  this  fort  is  to  be 
■aaned  by  80  men  in  time  of  peace,  and  by  400  in  time 
«f  war,  he  considers  the  defence  of  this  point  as  altoge- 
ther unimportant.    But  how  are  the  works  classed  by 
Ibe  engineers?   By  the  object  to  be  defended,  and  the 
property  to  be  protected.   This,  therefore,  he  puts 
anon^  the  first  class ;  and  he  does  right,  because,  if 
there  is  any  Jtrtt  data  of  defensive  works,  those  which 
protect  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  ought  to  be  so 
tanked.    Th^re  was  no  other  position  which  combined 
Ae  same  considerations  in  favor  of  its  entire  protection. 
Ko  other  point  was  at  once  so  important  to  defend,  and 
ao  ^fficolt  to  regain.  _  is  it  necessaty,  aud  Hr.  B.,  at 
Urn  time,  to  go  into  a  historical  detail,  to  riiow  that  strong 
farta  have  been  taken  by  the  neglect  of  some  of  the 
SBbordinate  means  of  defence  }   Need  we  refer  to  Se. 
rianpttam,  in  India,  which  was  reduced  by  an  enemy 
fcdowior  a  foolpatli,  the  defence  of  which  liad  been 
acglectea  t   The  greatest  cities  had  been  reduced  by 
■iaUar  means.    And  ought  we  to  neglect  any  of  the 
ptaeticable  passes  of  the  Hisnssippi  ?    Much  instrtietion 
n^ht  be  gathered  by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  tlie 
hie  war.     Was  it  by  the  Mississippi  that  the  enemy  ad- 
vaneed  upon  New  Orleans  ?  No  :  it  was  by  a  little  chan- 
«el  of  nuQor  importance.    Yet,  Kew  Orleans  was  alone 
pMtectedby  the  bold  breast  of  our  soldiery,  fighting  on 
their  natiTe  toil,  for  the  country  they  lorcd.  These 
Minor  pmnts  were  not  to  be  neglected,  as,  without  atten- 
tion to  them,  the  most  stupendous  works  of  defence 
would  prove  futile.   To  this  subject  might  be  applied 
(be  saying  of  Ijord  Burieieh — that,  if  you  take  care  of 
fte  pence,  the  pounds  will  lake  care  of  themselves.  The 
great aveoties,  from  their  being  the  great  thoroughfares, 
w91  always  command  attention,  and  be  well  fortified  ;  the 
Bttle  ones  are  overlooked,  and  kft  unfortified,  and 
riHDogfa  thne  the  enemy  nflen  enters,    lie  knew  thai 


there  was  great  difRcully.  in  bringing  the  minds  of  a 
bod^  of  civilfuni  to  embrace  all  the  nets  necessaty  to 
decide  upon  operations  to  be  carried  into  cftect  at  a 
distance  of  some  hundreds  of  miles.  There  were  histo> 
rical  facts  to  prove  that  tlic  clearest  directions  g^ven  to 
individuals,  having  in  view  operations  of  which  the  best 
judgment  could  be  formed  on  the  spot,  had  proved  alto- 
gether useless.  There  had  been  instances  in  which  the 
orders  of  the  war  minister  had,  at  the  close  of  a  victori> 
oua  campaign,  been  returned,  unojiened,  by  the  suc- 
cessful General,  who  had,  when  arrived  upon  the«cene 
of  action,  wisely  trusted  to  his  own  judgment  for  direc- 
tion ;  while,  had  he  followed  the  orders  given  him,  total 
ruin  would  have  attended  the  arms  of  his  country.  Prince 
Eugene  was  a  memorable  instance  of  this.  He  could 
not  conceive  of  any  thing  more  difTicuIt  or  di;Ilcate,  than 
for  a  body  of  civilians  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  the 
relative  importance  of  different  fortifications  in  prefe- 
rence to  the  recommendations  of  men  p«rfectly  skilled 
in  mititnry  science  and  engineenng.  It  would  not  do 
for  men,  under  such  circumstances,  to  allow  tbctr  own 
opinions  entirely  to  predominate.  We  must  frire  in, 
somewhat,  to  the  opinions  of  men  cnnTersant  with  these 
subjects. 

The  point  now  under  considcrntion  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  engineers ;  men  conudered  proficicnls 
in  the  science  of  which  they  were  professors.  As  such 
they  must  he  considered,  as  long  as  (hey  were  entrusted 
with  this  important  duty^  and  to  somebody  it  must  be 
entrusted.  By  their  directions,  then,  we  must  go  on  in 
this  system.  We  act  blindfold  without  it.  Nor  is  it  too 
great  a  confidence  to  place  in  those  selected  to  render 
the  information  upon  which  Congress  is  to  act.  He 
hoped  that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  importance  ;  for  the  defiances  of  New 
Orleans  would  not  be  complete  without  the  proririon 
contemplated  by  it. 

The  tjuestion  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Oti  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Esta- 
blishment, for  the  year  1828,  was  taken  up,  and  an 
amendment,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 
thousand"  in  the  70th  line  of  the  first  section,  so  as  to 
make  the  appropriation  for  the  cxnenses  of  Visiters  at 
the  Slilitary  Academy  at  West  Foint,  $3X10,  instead  of 
#1,500. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Meam. 
WHITE  and  HAnillSON  took  part. 

Mr.  BflANCH  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sum  ( 
which  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
JOHNSON,  of  Ken.,  CHANDLER.  WHITE,  SMITH. 
ofHd.,&nd  MACON. 


Wbdkissit,  Uakcb  5,  1828. 
CLAIMS  FOR  SLAVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  passed  March,  1837,  for  the  adjustment  nf 
claims  of  persons  entitled  to  indemnification  under  iho 
first  article  of  the  Trea^  of  Ghent,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  sums  paid,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  under  the  Convention  entered  into  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Ills  Britannic  Majei^,  con- 
cluded at  London,  on  the  13th  Norember,  1836,  wit 
taken  up,  and  read  a  second  Ume. 

The  bill,  which  was  explained  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
proposed  to  extend  the  time  at  which  the  Commissisii 
should  expire,  fVom  the  close  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  to  the  first  of  December  next,  and  is  founded 
on  the  representation  of  the  Agents  fur  a  large  number 
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f>f  the  claims  in  Georgia  and  Louisiana.  Tlie  memorial 
of  the  Aj^'ents  stated,  that,  after  mont  of  the  claims  from 
those -States  had  been  allowed^  and  sevenly-fire  percent 
paid  upon  them,  another  class  of  claimants  had'set  up 
claim's  founded  on  *  different  description  of  evidence. 
These  claimants  assumed,  that,  havings  had  slaves  taken 
from  the  country  during  the  war,  it  was  to  he  presumed 
that  the  other  points  of  fact  were  corroborative  of  tlieir 
claims,  and  that  tlie  burthen  of  prouf  lay  upon  the  other 
claimants,  to  show  that  these  claims  were  not  made  un- 
der tlie  proi-ision  of  the  Treaty.  The  memorial  stated, 
that^  should  this  no%*el  principle  be  estahliiihcd  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioners,  the  memorialists  would 
need  time  to  seek  for  evidence,  to  oppose  these  claims, 
in  foreign  ports  ;  hence,  an  extension  ofttie  duration  of 
the  commission  was  asked. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  bill  at  considcrabJe 
length,  on  tlie  ground  of  its  being  entirely  unnecessary. 
He  thought  the  time  allotted  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  commission  vos  sufficient.  Neither  the  claim- 
ants nor  the  Commissioners  liad  stated  that  an  extension 
of  time  was  wanted,  lie  thought,  wlien  the  business 
could  be  done  promptly,  there  was  no  necessity  of  spin- 
ning it  out,  that  those  gentlemen  might  enjoy  (heir  sa- 
laries from  year  to  year,  for  the  distribution  of  1,200,000 
dollars,  nmong  iti  just  ciiumants.  If  the  claimants,  whose 
rif^its  bad  not  beien  settled,  would  come  forward,  or  if 
tibe  Commissioners  themselves  would  say  that  the  time 
ptunted  out  was  not  sufficient,  he  would  decide  upon 
their  statements  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  ;  but  while 
it  was  only  on  tlie  representation  of  ])ersoii3  who  had 
already  received  their  share  of  the  money,  and  who  wish- 
ed to  "prevent  others  from  receiving  theirs,  upon  which 
the  bill  was  foimde<J,  he  should  oppose  it. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  it  was  witliin  his  knowledge 
that  many  of  the  claimants  were  but  just  beginning  to 
come  before  the  Commissionerfi,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
believe  that  there  were  many  claims  that  could  not 
be  settled  during  the  term,  at  the  close  of  whicli  the  com- 
mission was  to  expire. 

Mr.  nEKRIEN  replied,  at  considerable  length,  to  the 
remarks  of  Ur.  TAZEWBLL.  It  would  be  an  extreme- 
ly delicate  matter  for  the  Commissioners,  who  were  i-e 
ceiving  salaries  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  to  so- 
licit a  continuation  of  the  term  of  iheir  services.  The 
Emitation  fixed  upon  by  the  act  to  whicli  this  was  sup- 
plementarj',  by  its  veiy  termB,contemplatcd  the  probable 
necessity  of  extending  the  time  of  service  of  ,  the  Com- 
missioners, as  it  was  made  to  expire  during  the  silting  of 
Congress,  so  that,  if requisite,  it  might  be  pioliingcd.  He 
did  not  think  the  amount  of  the  salary  was  a  considera- 
tion to  be  placed  in  opposition  to  the  dispensation  of 
justice  to  the  various  claimanti,  for  which  the  commission 
was  instituted.  He  then  gave  a  history  of  the  various 
transactions  in  relation  to  this  object,  and  contended 
that,  if  the  biil  were  not  passed,  that  portion  of  claim- 
ants, whose  claims  had  already  been  altinvcd,  and  who 
had  receired  75  per  cent,  on  their  respective  amounts, 
niglit  be  deprived  of  the  residue,  by  an  award  in  favor  of 
others,  whose  claims  resteil  on  evidence  of  a  far  less  con- 
clusive cliaracter.  If  the  applicants  were  allowed  time, 
be  conceircd  that  they  coulu  repel  the  claims  of  those 
who  pot  the  burthen  of  the  proof  upon  them.  He  felt 
confident  that,  wlien  such  a  conuderalion  as  the  necessity 
of  deky,  for  the  purptwe  of  giving  a  fair  oppoilunily 
to  these  indiriduali  to  defend  tlietr  rights,  was  put  in 
the  scale,  the  amount  of  salary  to  the  commis.s;on  would 
not  be  allowed  to  outweigh  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  MaryUnd,  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table,  observing  that  he  was  very  desirous  of 
getting  throu^  with  the  appropriation  bills,  knowing 
Oiot  tbe  War  Department  was  suffering  great  inconvc- 
nieace  from  their  delay. 


Mr.  TAZEWELL  replie<1,  at  great  length,  to  Mr. 

BERRIEN.  r  »  — o 

Mr.  BERRIEN  again  answered  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  and 
difTered  with  him,  entirely,  as  to  the  character  of  thia 
bill,  in  its  relation  to  the  duties  of  the  ComnissioiierB. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied,  at  great  l<fngth. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  some  of  his  remariu,  whidi, 
he  conceived,  had  been  misapprdietuled  br  Hr.  TAZB- 
WELL. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiwana,  said,  that  the  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  I^^isiana,  in  the  bill  under  conndeni- 
tion,  was  his  only  apology  for  interpoung  between  the 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  a  part  in  tlie  discoanon.  lite 
question  submitted  to  the  Senate,  derived  particular 
claims  to  its  attention,  from  the  adverse  interests  of  di^ 
ferent  States,  the  large  amount  of  money  to  be  distribut- 
ed, the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  have  it  done  ac- 
cording to  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties,  and  the  influ* 
eiicc  which  tlieir  decision  on  this  bdl  will  have  upon  the 
adjudication  of  those  rights.  It  imposed  on  Congress,  lie 
thought,  the  necessity  of  doing  what  was  necessaipr  to  do, 
justice  between  the  parties — and  that  was  the  inquiry. 
Mr.  J.  said  a  short  history  of  the  ovigin,  progress,  and 
present  condition,  of  the  claims,  would  enable  the  Sen- 
ate to  see  what  justice  demanded  at  their  hands.  The 
British  Government  Btipulate<1,  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to 
restore  the  property  which  she  Itad  taken  during  the 
war,and  which  remained  in  the  United  States  at  ^e  ra- 
tification. But,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty,  ^e  carried 
awaj'  such  slaves  as  she  had  allured  to  her,  or  captured, 
as  remained  in  the  United  States  at  tlie  period  of  the  m- 
tification.  The  slaves  which  had  been  carried  away  be> 
fore  that  time,  were  lawful  prize  of  war,  and  we  had  no 
right  to  demand  restitution.  In  consequence  of  this  no- 
lation  of  the  treaty,  the  United  Sbitn  cbimed,  in  behalf 
of  her  citizens,  an  idcmnity  for  the  slaves  which  she  had 
thus  deported  The  British  Government  refused  to  pay, 
on  the  ground  that  slaves  were  not  embraced  in  the 
meaning  uf  the  treaty,  and  the  subject  was  at  length  re- 
ferred to  the  Emperor  of'Rnssia,  who  decided  tlut  the 
slaves  that  remained  in  the  United  States,  at  the  date  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  should  be  paid  for  «  wid  a 
mixed  commission  was  estAIished,  to  ascertMn  the  train- 
berand  vahicof  the  slaves  which  had  been  carried  aww» 
and  to  awartl  the  amount  to  the  claimant.  The  Boaio, 
organized  under  the  mediation  of  tlie  Emperor  of  Husas, 
met,  fixed  the  value  of  the  slaves,  but  disagreed  upon 
every  other  point,  until  the  Board  was  suspended,  the 
British  Commissioner  refusing  to  proceed  to  the  appoint 
ment  of  an  umpire,  in  the  mode  provided  in  tlie  treaty. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  then  represented 
the  real  state  of  the  case  to  the  British  Government,  and 
a  treaty  was  finally  concluded,  by  which  the  latter  agreed 
to  pay  §1,200,000  to  the  United  States,  being  75  per 
cent,  on  tlie  amount  claimed  in  the  definitive  list,  in  full 
of  all  clainu  under  this  article  of  the  treaty,  which  sum 
the  Government  received,  and  undertook  to  pay  and 
distribute  to  the  claimants  on  the  definitive  list,  who  were 
legally  entitle<l  to  receive  it  j  that  is,  to  those  whose  slaves 
and  other  property  was  in  the  United  States  at  the  period 
fixed  hi  the  treaty,  and  which  the  British  Government 
subsequently  carried  away.  An  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  at  the  last  session,  to  create  a  Board  for  the  ai^u- 
dicattoii  of  the  claims,  and  the  payment  of  the  awaids. 
The  Board  me^  received  evidence  of  tlie  capture  of  the 
slaves,  their  being  in  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  upon  the  evidence  thus 
produced,  they  decided  on  all  claims  submitted  to  them, 
and  ordered  75  per  cent,  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
each  claimant,  who  made  good  his  proof.  The  great 
difficulty  was  not  in  proving  the  loss  of  the  slaves,  but 
the  fact  that  the}-  were  still  in  the  United  States,  at  the 
pcac^  on  which  fact,  alone,  was  the  indemnity  due.  "^e 
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cUaants  of  I^ouisiana,  Georgia,  Maryland,  and  a  part  of 
Tirginja,  established  their  ri^t  by  competent  proof,,  and 
W  an  &wwd  of  tlie  »rbitr*tors.  The  other  cUinants— 
campoaed  of  all  those  who  had,  at  any  time  during  the 
wir,  tost  daves  or  other  proper^*  unable  to  find  any  evi- 
dcace  that  th«p  property  was  within  the  terms  of  the 
bttfy,  the  slaves  having',  doubtless,  been  c:Brried  awfiy 
imiag  the  year  1814,  to  the  nriti^  Hiandfl— thought  of 
the  expedient  of  creating  a  presumption,  because  tliey 
could  get  no  proof,  that  all  the  slaves  which  the  British 
vmy  captored  at  any  time  during  the  war,  remained  in 
(he  couotry  until  the  peace,  and  clainiing  to  be  all  paid 
as  if  they  had,  like  the  other  claimants,  proved  them- 
adves  within  the  treaty ;  aIthou^\  the  fact  is  notorious, 
that  many  were  carried-away  during  the  war,  and  a  strong 
presumption  that  all  were  carried  away  before,  because 
they  bad  failed  to  prove  they  were  here. 
This  pretension,  started  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 


mm,  and  almost  at  the  close  of  the  term  of  the  Board, 
BU  been  answered  by  an  able  argument,  and  the  case 
atuids  suspended,  for  the  deci^on  of  the  Boanl. 


But,  in  tlus  new  and  unexpected  state  of  things,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  prolongation  of  the  Board,  until  next 
Fall,  is  eveittial,  whatever  may  be  the  decinon  of  the 
Board.  If  they  decide  that  the  presumption  of  the 
alaTes  being  in  the  United^  States,  is  so  clear  and  strong  as 
to  supercede  the  necesaty  of  proof,  it  will,  strange  as 
our  position  v3I  be*  become  our  duty  to  prove  the  fact 
that  they  were  actually  deported,  before  the  time,  and 
that  the  British  Goreniment  was  not  bound  to  pay  for 
them.  In  f»ct,  afler  proving  our  claims  within  the 
treaty,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  prove  that  the  other 
claiioantfl  were  not  within  the  treatj'.  If  tlie  presump- 
tisn  riiould  be  rejected,  as  weak  and  improbable,  the 
rejected  parties  may  have  an  opportuni^.  of  looking 
Ibrtber  fur  endence.  The  Govemment  are  under  a 
aoIetOQ  obligation  to  dividi  this  money  according  to  the 
legal  ri^ts  of  the  parties,  and  to  afTord  them  a  fair 
^portonily  of  procuring  cviidence.  The  point  on  which 
»eir  cases  rest  is  the  point  of  time  whea  the  riaves  were 
dqKirted.  If  before  the  ratification,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  indemnity.  The  fund  is  provided  for  that 
paiticuUr  chus  whose  property  was  not  carried  away, 
•and  which,  therefore,  ougl>t  to  have  been  restored  ;  and 
the  Govenunent  is  bound  to  see  the  diitributioli  made 
anraig  that  class  alone.  The  party  who  presents  his 
chiin  under  the  treaty,  must  prove  what  he  alleges : 
that  is,  that  his  property  was  in  the  United  States  at  tlic 
peaces  and  bad  not  become  British  property,  by  removal 
ham  our  jurisdiction.  Is  it  sufficient  tor  a  man  to  prove 
that  be  lust  his  negroes,  during  the  war,  to  entitle  him 
to  dispense  with  ul  proof  of  the  principal  fact,  tu  wit, 
the  time  when  the  negroes  lefl  the  country  ?  It  was 
lawful  to  take  them  before  the  ratification  ;  it  was  a 
wrong,  ami  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  to 
fake  after  they  had  bound  thensclres  to  restore.  Nov, 
air,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  let  in  this  presumption, 
to  establish  the  claims  of  all  persons  who  lost  property 
durii^  tbe  war,  will  it  be  too  much  to  give  the  parties 
litigaat  before  the  Board,  a  short  time  to  procure  the 
cridence  to  rebut  tliis-presumption  f  It  is  enough  to  ask 
them  to  prove,  by  the  strictest  evidence,  that  they  are 
widiin  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  tlien  to  prove  that 
(be  advene  party  are  not,  without  refusing  them  the 
■eeeawuy  tune  to  do  what  you  require  of  tliem.  "Hie 
line  demanded  will  affurd  full  time  to  investigate  the 
subject,  astd  to  procure  evidence,  whoever  may  want  it, 
and  ample  justice  will  be  done.  No  injustice  can  be 
done  by  the  delay  ;  it  may  result  from  the  opposite 
course.  Let  those  who  really  lost  their  property,  under 
the  treaty,  by  denorution  after  the  peace,  rec<:ive  the 
indemnity  which  is  their  due,  and  let  all  the  evidence  be 
yncured  on  the  subject,  and  the  strict  legal  rights  of  the 


parties  be  finally  adjusted  according  to  the  spirit  and 
mcanipg  of  the  treaty.  This  question  about  the  force 
of  this  presujnption  is  a  mere  interlocutory  decision  00 
what  is  competent  evidence  It  is  not  contended  to  be 
final.  It  is,  at  best,  like  all  presumptionii^  only  suffiaeat 
to  throw  the  burthen  of  proof  on  the  apposite  party — 
all  they  ask  is  the  time  to  find  the  prou(  to  disprove  this 
presumption,  and  to  destroy  its  effect  by  proving  the 
contrary  ;  and,  surely,  wc  cannot,  with  any  appearance  of 
justice,  refuse  the  time.  Dauphin  Island,  said  Hr.  J., 
whicli  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
^nia,  was  a  part  of  the  United  States,  and  so  determined, 
by  the  American  Commission,  and  since  by  the  Board  f 
but  that  is  a  subject  of  political  law,  which  belongs  to 
the  sovereign  power  to  decide. 

Mr.  J.  c<mcluded  that  great  injustice  might  be  done  - 
to  the  bona  fide  claimants,   under  the    treaty,  if  thft 
Board  was  obliged  to  decide  without  evidence. 

Mr.  HAYNE  remarked,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  had  reported  this  bill,  and  he  was  cou- 
riiiced  that  the  object  of  the  Commission,  which  was  to 
(listriijute  fairly  and  equitably  the  sum  paid  by  Great 
Britain  for  deported  slaves,  under  the  first  article  of  ri» 
Treaty  at  Ghent,  could  not  be  carried  intoefiiect,  without 
the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  its  duties,  proposed  by 
this  bill.  He  had  supposed,  when  the  bill  came  up ,  that 
it  could  not  b«  effectually  acted  upon  to-day.  But  It 
had  been  debated  to  so  late  an  hour,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  economy  of  time  to  decide  it  now. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tsble, 
remarking  that  the  Commissioners  had  met  within  a  few 
days,  and  might  decide  the  question  on  which  the  hill 
was  predicated,  before  the  close  of  tbe  session  (  and 
^ould  the  de<»8ion  bs  such  that  the  bill  would  not  be 
required,  it  miglit  be  dropped  t  on  the  other  band,  if  tha 
deci^n  should  be  such  as  to  make  this  proriricm  nccei- 
sar}',  the  bill  could  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  COBB  said  thut  it  was  impossible  to  surmise 
when  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  would  be  pro* 
nounced  ;  and  suggested  that  the  bill  might,  by  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  be  so 
delayed  as  to  prevent  its  passage  this  season. 

Mr.  MACON  thought  there  was  no  reason  for  acting 
hastily  on  tlie  bill,  as  it  was  probable  that  Congress  wouU 
remain  in  session  for  two  months  longer  at  least.  His 
ftnend  from  Georgia  knew  how  quick  a  bill  could  b^  run 
Ihrougli  when  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  it.  He  thought 
there  would  be  no  danger  that  the  bill  would  not  be  acted 
upon,  if  it  sliould  be  fouitd  necessary. 

Hr.  WHITR  added  a  few  words  in  support  of  hia 
motion,  which  he  renewed.  Tlie  question  being  taken 
upon  it ;  the  Senate  dirided,  and  it  was  rejected  Area 
16,  Noes,  20. 

MR.  HAYNE  hoped  tlie  bill  would  now  he  acted  upon. 
He  thought  its  passage  would  be  jeopardized  by  any 
further  delay. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  he  wislfed  it  might  he  under- 
stood by  the  cliumants,  tlut  no  further  extension  of  time 
was  to  be  allowed-  He  wished  that  the  time  might  not 
expire  during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and,  thef«- 
fwe  mo^ed.that  the  words  "Isl  of  December  "be  struck 
out,  and  "  Ist  November"  be  substituted. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that,  as  it  might  be  neceasary  to 
seek  Uie  evidsnce  required,  in  England,  the  period  had 
been  fixed  upot^  in  onler  to  enable  those  who  sought  it, 
to  avtui  themselves  of  tlie  Fall  packets.  In  tliis  case, 
the  intelligence  would  be  received  about  the  first  of 
November;  and  after  tliat  period,  a  time  would  be  re- 
quired to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  act  upon  tlie 
evidence  obtained. 

Mr.  WMITE  then  withdrew  his  first  motion,  and  substi- 
tuted another,  which  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
making  the  term  of  llie-  Commission  expire  on  the  30th 
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ofNovember,  instetdof  tiie  Ist  of  December*  uid  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Borne  further  conTenation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
BERHIEN  and  TAZBWELL. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  obserred,  that  be  had  been  absent 
during  the  debate  upon  the  bill,  and  desired  to  be  ez< 
cuaed  from  voting,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  engrossing  the  bill 
for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  amnnative, 
(Mr.  TAZEWELL  luring  called  for  Uie  yeas  and  nays,} 
by  the  following  vote  : 

TEAR.— Messrv.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Cobb,  Bllis,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Noble,  Rug- 
gle's,  Sanfonl,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Thomas,  Webster,  Williama.— 93. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Foot,  John- 
son, of  Rmtucky,  King,  Macon,  Parris,  Kidgcly,  Taze- 
well, White,  WiUey,  Woodbury  13. 

TtovBSDAT,  MAsca  6, 1^8. 
VISITERS  AT  WEST  POINT. 

The  uniiniahed  buuness  of  Tuesday  was  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  supptnt 
of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1828  ;  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BRANCH,  to  strike  out  the  appropriatiun  of 
1,500  dollars  for  the  expenses  of  Visiters  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Poin^  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  HARRISON  made  some  explanations,  as  to  the 
eomparative  expenditure  of  former  years  and  the  present 
time.  He  said  that,  formerly,  vety  little  else  but  the 
traiwportation  of  the  b^mge  of  officen  was  subject  of 
chaige,  on  account  of  this  visiUtion.  Astnvilians  had  ht. 
teAy  been  chosen  as  the  Visiten^  and  some  of  them  reaid- 
ing  at  a  great  distance,  the  payment  of  thctr  travelling 
expenses  had  swelled  the  amount  to  the  sum  at  present 
required. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked  that  the  expenditures  had 
hitherto  been  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  but  had 
now  swelled  to  an  amount  sufficiently  tatge  to  require  a 
ape«fic  appropriation  ;  and  the  Secretary  had  very  pro< 
perly  referred  the  matter  to  Congress. 

Mr.  HARBISON  added,  if  this  appropriation  were  re- 
fused, there  could  be  no  Visiters  to  the  Academy,  as  it 
eould  not  be  supposed  that  private  in^riduals  would  pay 
their  own  expenses,  while  on  a  duty  to  which  they  were 
called  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  WUITB  Bud  that  his  chief  objection  to  the  ap- 
propriation was,  that  there  was  no  law  creating  the  ofTi- ' 
cen  to  whom  it  was  paid.  He  knew  of  no  law  which 
•oneatcd  nieh  an  officer  as  a  Visiter  of  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  he  considered  that,  when  any  office  or 
commission  became  sufficiently  important  to  be  provided 
(or  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation  bill,  it  ought  to 
be  aapported  by  the  authtni^  of  law.  The  expense  for 
this  object  bad  swelled  from  200  to  upwards  of  3,000  dol- 
lars, and  had,  therefore,  become  an  item  worthy  of  atten- 
tlon.  Until  the  law  appmnted  the  officers,  explained  the 
duties,  and  fixed  the  manner  and  rate  of  their  compensa- 
tion, there  ought  to  be  no  specific  appropriation  for  the 

Jurpose.  If  uiis  provinon  was  stricken  out,  it  would  not 
ave  the  effect  of  prevcntinK  the  visitation,  as  the  matter 
woidd  remain  as  it  was  before.  It  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Department  to  send  Visiters,  and  it  might  be  done  as 
befinv.  The  aum,  while  a  small  one,  had  been  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund,  and  ifthe  present  motion  prevail- 
ed, it  would  remain,  as  in  times  past,  in  the  character  of 
am  incidental  expenditure,  the  contingent  fund  being  the 
same  sum  as  formerly.  These  were  the  reasons  why  he 
^Muld  vote  fur  striking  out  the  whole  sum. 

Mr.  NOULB  qioke  at  great  lengOi  in  apportion  to  the 
ttotioo.  It  had  been  stated,  he  mid,  that,  from  the  be- 


ginning, the  appointing  and  paying  the  Vi«ters  to  the 
Military  Academy  was  an  assumption  of  power.  If  it  was 
so.  Congress  had  to  complain  of  itself.  The  powcVbaA 
been  employed  for  yeare,  and  must  have  been  witlun  ^bm 
knowledge  of  Congress.  Why,  then,  if  it  was  an  as- 
sumption of  power,  had  not  Congress  interposed  to  pr^ 
vent  its  continuance  '  It  had  also  been  said,  that  a  rr*- 
tem  of  fevoritism  was  practised  at  the  Academy  ;  and  h« 
had  heard  of  well-b'>m  sons  being  preferred  to  others.  If 
such  was  the  case,  he  wished  another  rest^utioo  nuflll 
be  introduced,  to  inquire  who  created  the  qrstero 
Toritism,  It  would  be  found  that  members  of  Ctmmw 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it.  They  ought  not  to  MieU 
tliemselves.  Call  for  the  names,  said  Mr.  N.,  of  Gtami 
who  have  recommended  cadets,  and  you  will  find  OaJt 
members  of  Congress  have  had  more  to  do  with  this 
scandal  nbout  well-bom  sons  than  any  one  else.  It  ought 
to  be  inquired  into,  and  this  imputation  not  allowed  to 
go  out  to  the  People,  to  create  a  preju^ce  agunst  the 
AdministraUon.  He  spoke  in  high  terras  of  tm  chane- 
ter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  If  this  appropriation  was 
thrown  out,  it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  gentle- 
men supposed.  It  would  not  be  as  it  was  formeny.  It 
would  show  the  Secretary  that  this  was  an  expenditure 
which  Congress  did  not  approve,  because  it  was  not  ia 
the  spirit  m  retrenchment  of*  which  they  had  heard  so 
much.  This  was  one  of  the  continual  and  continued  at- 
tempts to  put  down  the  present  Administration,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  best  in  the  known  world.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  complained  of  tlie  amount  of  ex- 
pense for  this  visitation,  he  could  inform  l^m  that  the 
most  expenwve  Board  of  Visiters  liad  been  tbsX  over 
which  the  present  Governor  of  Tennessee  pre^ded.  That 
gentleman  had  thought  it  his  province  to  gire  dinner^ 
fur  which  Mr.  N.  did  not  blame  him,  but  only  mentioned 
it  to  show  who  encmiragfd  the  extfn%-agance,  if  such  it 
was  to  be  considered,  of  the  Visiters  of  West  Point.  He 
should  go  for  the  whole  appropriation,  and  regretted  that 
the  motion  had  been  made,  because  it  might  be  construed 
as  a  reflection  upon  the  present  incumbent  of  the  War 
Uepartmcnt. 

Mr.  SMITH,  ot  Maryland,  said  that  the  contingent  fond 
of  the  War  Department  had  uniformly  been  10,000  d<d* 
IarB,and  the  expenses  ofthe  Visiters  biud  been  p^  out,of 
it.  The  sum  for  their  expenses  had  of  late  years  become 
so  large,  that  the  Secretary  thought  it  had  better  be  sup- 
plied by  specific  appropriation.  He  had  asked  for  3,000 
dollars,  but  the  other  House  had  cut  it  down  to  1,500. 
The  Secretary  had  also  asked  for  15.000  dottsrs  for  (he 
contingent  fund.  'Hie  House  bad  reduced  that  sum  to 
10,000  dollars.  If,  now,  tliis  provision  were  denied,  and 
the  Secretary  were  to  pay  the  VisHers  out  of  the  contin* 
gent  fund,  it  would  be  reduced  to  7,000  dollars.  Whe-i 
ther  this  would  be  sufficient  provision  fur  the  contif^ent 
expensesof  tlie  year,  he  did  not  know- 
Mr.  CHANDLER  observed  that  he  had  at  first  been 
in  foror  of  making  and  retuning  500  dollars  for  this  pui^ 
pose  {  but,  under  the  consideration  that  these  officers 
were  not  appointed  by  law,  he  should  vote  for  the  pre- 
sent motion.  The  Secretary  would  be  able  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  institution  by  appointing  a  smaller  naB> 
ber  of  Visiters,  and  hy  caltii^  in  more  military  men- 
Mr.  WHITE  replied  to  Mr.  Nobu.  If  a  gentleman 
from  his  State  was  a  Prendent  ofthe  Board  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  gave  dinners  there,  it  did  not  alter  his  view 
of  *he  case.  If  that  species  of  civility  had  been  practis- 
ed, and  it  was  the  desire  of  his  brother  officers,  Mr.  W, 
saw  nothing  to  object  to  it.  It  mattered  not  to  him 
whence  the  members  of  the  Board  came.  He  went  on  a 
difTerent  principle  altogether.  If  every  member  came 
fVom  his  own  State,  unless  the  law  appunted  them,  he 
should  be  equally  af^nst  an  appropriation  bill  Whidk 
provided  fur  their  compenaation. 
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-Mr.  HARRISON  differed  from  the  gentleman  Trom 
Mvyluid.  If  the  oioUou  prevailed,  there  would  be  no 
tlfits  hereafter.  Hie  Secretary  would  {iroperly  conclude 
thai  the  plan  met  tlie  disapproval  of  Congress,  and  they 
Would  probably  be  altogether  abolisiied.  As  tu  the  Bup> 
poaition  that  the  selection  of  Visiters  was  not  authorized 
Isw,  it  was  erroneous,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  bad  the 
Mthorihr  to  appoint  the  V^ter^  and  Congress,  in  mak- 
mg  the  'mppiDpriationi  would  give  it  the  sanction  of  law. 
Tma  was  not  an  incidental  expense,  but  one  that  was 
caUetl  for  yearly.  If  Congress  disapproved  of  the  plan, 
it  ought  to  be  abolished  altogether  ;  and  he  doubted  not 
that  would  be  the  consequence.  Aa  to  tlie  Military  Aca- 
demy, although  he  was  not  convinced  that  its  plan  was 
tfce  bes^  it  was  like  a  standing  Army— a  necessary  enl — 
as  it  was  impoMible  that  we  could  cope  with  European 
^^B,  without  sdentific  oiBcers.  If  the  Academy  was  an 
iwtilation  with  which  we  could  not  safely  dispense,  every 
lieant  oaght  to  be  taken  to  make  it  usefiU,  and  to  con> 
tribute  to  its  proper  management.  In  this  point  of  view 
the  Board  of  Visiters  was  of  important  service  :  and  he 
Itoped  the  pnviuon  for  it  would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KANB  expressed  himself  a  strong  oilTocate  of  the 
IGlitBiy  Academy,  and  was  impressed  with  a  belief  in  the 
adnstage  of  the  Beard  of  Visiters.  The  power  to  ap- 
poiM  them  was  not  granted  by  lauf ,  but  by  implication  ; 
•nd  was  a  part  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Secretary  of 
Ww.  He  was  called  on,  however,  to  vote  in  the  d^rk 
•n  Aia  motion  ;  as  he  had  not  been  informed  by  the 
ChainiHUi  of  the  Finance  Committee,  in  whose  atate- 
ments  he  always  put  great  confidence,  whether  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  bill  for  this  purpose,  might,  or  might 
not,  be  taken  from  the  contingent  fund.  He  slioiild, 
under  his  present  view  of  the  matter,  rather  vote  against 
the  appropriation,  and  allow  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pay  the  Vwters  from  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  event 
of  the  moUon.  He  dUagreed  aa  to  the  effect  anticipated 
ftoSi  it  1^  the  gentleman  fimn  Ohio.  He  bad  examined 
die  itatement  or  the  sums  which  had  been,  in  past  years, 
expended  fur  this  object,  aiid  he  divided  the  different 
aoma,  for  nine  years,  into  three  sveragca.  That  for  the 
first  three  years  was  374  dollars  per  annum ;  tliat  for  tlie 
•econd  term,  338  dollars  ;  and  that  for  the  lut  three 
years  w«a  1956  duflars.  He  thought  the  appointment  of 
wlitUw  necessary )  but  he  thought  a  aum  was  preferable 
trMeh  should  be  a  medium  between  the  first  aitd  the 
•eoond  term.  He  diould,  therefore,  vote  fm*  striking 
out,  not  intending,  thereby,  to  oppose  the  continuance 
of  Uie  visits,  or  sufficient  appropriations. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  he  intended  to  vote  against  the 
0Mition,  and  he  would  give  the  reason.  He  approved 
the  ^Mts  i  thought  the  President  had  the  power  of  ap- 
poin^n^  die  VMters,  and,  that  while  the  expense  was 
Kept  witUn  proper  bounds,  there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
^ledal  appropnation.  The  practice  of  sending  Visitets 
wss  anthorized  by  the  custom  in  appointing  omcers  to 
examine  the  Land  Offices,  and  to  examine  the  business 
of  conecttons.  He  thought  the  sum  ought  to  be  fixed 
specifically,'  and  the  Secretary  would  act  accordingly. 
As  the  question  was,  whether  the  appropriation  should  be 
struck  out,  and  the  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
9ccTetazy,  or  a  specific  aum  be  fixed  upon,  he  was 
against  the  fi9rmer ;  but  was  desirous  that  the  proper 
sum  sfaoold  be  fixed  by  kw. 

Mr.  HdLANE  rose  to  ask  for  information,  as  to  the 
ressena  for  the  increase  of  this  expenditure,  of  the 
Gbmrman  of  .the  Committee  on  Fniance.  He  was  in 
funr  of  the  exuninstions  of  the  Militaiy  Academy,  bat 
was  hr  from  being  satisfied  that  this  appropriation  was 
neooBsnr.  As  fiir  aa  he  had  received  information,  the 
appn^HMtimi  was  altogether  too  l>rge.  It  was  difficult 
to  account  for  the  aograentation  of  the  expense  wtuch 


had  grown  up  from  year  to  year.  He  wished  to  know 
why  the  sum  for  this  expenditure  should  be  greater  in 
1826  thui  it  was  in  1835.  He  tliotightif  the  contingent 
fund  could  supply  this  fund  formerly,  it  could  now  be 
drawn  from  the  same  source.  He  would'  also  ask  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  what  ground 
15,000  dollara  were  asked  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a 
contingent  fund,  and  3,000  for  thu  purpose — ttkus 
swelling  the  demand  of  the  Departtneotto  18,000 
Urs.  He  merely  rose  to  ask  for  infiwmation  on  these 
heads. 

Mr.  PARRIS  observed,  that  one  reason  for  the  increase 
of  the  expense  of  Visiters  at  the  Academy,  arose  from  the 
&ct,  that  it  was  formerly  merely  a  school  for  Military 
practice,  and  none  but  nulitaty  men  were  needed  to  b« 
chosen  aa  visiters.  But  latten^,  the  Academy  has  been 
also  devoted  to  general  education,  requinng  the  examl- 
natiun  of  scientific  and  literary,  as  well  as  military  men. 
These  individuals  had  been  chosen  from  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  some  of  them  from  the  most  distant 
States. 

Mr.  HATNE  sud,  that  there  was  anoUier  hct,  which 
seemed  to  him  important.  Last  year  the  contingent  fhnd 
of  the  War  Department  was  10,000  dolbus,  and  out  of  it 

the  expenses  of  the  Visiters  were  paid.  He  wished  to 
know  why  there  mjist  also  be  1,500  dollars.  If  he 
could  be  told  why  tlie  contingent  expenses  should  be 
greater  this  year  than  last,  he  would  vote  for  but  not 
otherwise. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  aome  fiirther  remarks,  and 
read  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  detailing  the 
causes  of  the  change  in  the  system  of  visital  ion.  Strong 
prejudices  had  formerly  been  felt  against  the  Academy, 
and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  select  the  Visiters  from 
the  different  States.  Mr.  C-  said,  the  Secretary  had  not 
anticipated  the  payment  of  this  sum  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  and  the  inevitable  consequence  of  rejecting  thia 
appropriation  would  be,  that  no  Visiters  would  be  sent 
to  the  Acaden^. 

Hr.  HATNE  ^d  not  anticipate  that  thereftiaat  oflliis 
appropriation  would  have  the  efiect  to  abolish  the  tisU 
tation.  It  would  merely  restore  it  to  its  former  state,  aa 
other  expensea  had  been  paid  out  of  the  conlitigent  fund 
last  year.  He  objected  to  voting  for  any  appropriation, 
without  knowing  the  reason  %  and  he  bad  hetcrd  no  cause 
for  this  additioiHU  demand. 

Mr.  HARRISON  remarked,  that  If  Ais  provision 
was  stricken  out,  there  would  be  no  means  for  defraying 
the  expense  of  the  Board  of  Visiters. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Haryhind,  said,  that,  for  a  series  of 
years,  the  contingent  fund  hod  been  $10,000,  Why  a 
larger  sum  had  been  asked  this  year  he  did  not  know. 
It  was  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
said,  that  the  expense  of  the  Visiters  had  hitherto  been 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  t  bat  the  Seaetaty  now 
says,  that  if  this  sum  is  not  granted,  he  cannot  defray  tt 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  question  was,  wbe< 
ther  the  Senate  would  appropriate  #11,500  instead  of 
tlO,0(X),  without  information  as  tothecauaeof  tiiis  in- 
crease of  expenditure. 

Mr.  NOBLE  made  a  few  remark%  when  the  question 
beinf^  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropria* 
lion,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
"  1,000,"  so  as  to  reduce  the  stim  to  $500,  and  the 
question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  the  bill 
by  striking  out  10,000  dollar^  (the  contingent  fiind.) 
and  inaert  8,500  dollars.  ^ 
Hr.  KING  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wouU 
withdraw  his  nietton,  he  would  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  striking  out  the  whole  appropriation  i  having 
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voted  tor  diat  motion,  he  would  reowrk,  that  he  did  it 
with  the  hope  that  a  smaller  sum  wotild  be  fixed  upon. 
That  nut  haring  been  dune,  he  chose  rather  to  strike  out 
whole,  than  vote  for  the  sum  of  1,500  dollars. 

Mr.  NOBLE  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  motiop  to  reconmer  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  COBB  then  renewed  his  motion,  upon  which 
some  discussion  occurred. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Military  Committee,  that  the  Secretory  of  War  might  be 
-called  oil  for  information. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louinana,  thought  it  ought  to  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  observed,  that  he  presumed  the 
information  could  be  had  as  to  the  former  disposal  of  the 
contingent  fund ;  but  as  to  any  estimates  of  its  prospec- 
tive application,  it  was  not  probable  any  information 
could  be  obtained,  as  the  very  signiBcation  of  contingent 
expenses  was,  that  those  expenses  were  unexpected, 
and  such  as  could  not  be  provided  for  by  a  specific  ap- 
.piopiiation* 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  COBD  and 
McLANS,  Mr.  HABIUSON  withdrew  his  motion. 

Fbidat,  Marcr  7,  1828. 

tTbe  Senate  was  principally  occupied*  this  day,  in  the 
^scnsiton  of  a  private  bill.] 

MoanAT,  MAnrn  10,  1828. 
OFFICE  OF  MAJOR-GKNKRAL,  &c. 
Mr,  HARRISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, made  a  report  on  the  resolution  refen-ed  to  that 
Comnuttee,  on  the  39th  February,  authorizing  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  expediency  of  aboli&hing  the  office  of  Major- 
General  in  the  United  States'  Army,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  abolition  of  said  office  was  not  expe- 
dient. 

The  report  was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remarks  upon  a 
portion  of  the  report,  relative  to  Brevet  rank.  He  ob- 
served that, 'on  this  head,  the  inclination  <^  the  Senate, 
he  thought,  might  be  misconceived. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  Committee  had,  as  fai- 
AS  possible,  followed  the  directions  given  by  the  Senate, 
on  referring  the  resolution.  They  had  been  instnicted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Major-General,  and,  also,  whether  those  next  in  rank 
should  be  deprived  of  the  Brevet  promotion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
beard  indistinctly. 
'  Mr.  SIitlTH,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  have  the  opinion  go  abroad,  that  the  Senate 
felt  a  iUsposition  to  abolish  Brevet  rank.  He  thought 
such  a  conclusion  would  be  formed,  were  tlie  report,  in 
its  present  shape,  to  go  the  public.  He,  therefere,  mov. 
ed  to  strike  out  that^oition  cS  the-  report  which  relates 
to  the  Brevet  rank  of  officers  claiminjif  promotion. 

That  portion  of  the  report  was  again  read. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed,  that  it  appeared  some- 
what strange  that  such  difficidcy  was  found  in  understand- 
ing the  resolution,  when  it  was  not  only  so  perfectly 
plain  in  itself,  but  had  been  so  fully  explained. 

Ur.  HARRISON  sud  that  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  had  never  entertained  the  design  of  striking 
off  the  Brevet  rank.  But  the  Committee  was  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  whole  subject.  lie  did  not 
know  whether  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  undei-stood 
the  matter  as  he  did— but  it  cert.iinly  was  contended, 
when  the  rcfennce  of  the  resolution  was  discussed,  that 


one  Brigadier-General  was  sufficient  in  our  peace  estab- 
lishment. The  question  presented  to  the  Committee 
was,  what  would  he  the  effect  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Major-General  ?  They  were  of  opinion  that,  if  the  offlc« 
Litcly  filled  by  Major-General  Brown  were  to  be  abolish- 
ed, a  similar  rank  would  be  assumed  by  the  Major-Gene* 
ral  by  Breret,  next  in  rank,  by  farce  of  the  reguktioiu 
by  which  the  army  was  governed.  He  looked  upon  this 
result  as  inevitable,  Therefore,  the  Committee  consider- 
ed that,  in  being  called  upon  to  pass  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  aboliahing  the  office  of  Major-General,  involved 
the  nccessiiy,  also,  to  consider  the  effect  of  abolishing 
the  rank  of  Brevet  Major-General.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  did  not  express  the  objections  which  he  had  now 
conceived,  against  the  report,  in  tlie  Comorittee  room* 
this  morning,  where  it  was  read  in  his  presei)ee,  although 
he  had  objected  to  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  did  not  assent  to  the  opi- 
nion, that,  if  the  office  of  Major-General  were  abolished* 
we  should  still  have  two  Miyor-Generals  in  our  anoy. 
Tliere  was  inconsistency  in  the  very  idea.  He  contended 
that,  if  the  office  was  abofished,  the  two  Brevet  Major- 
Generals  would  enjoy  the  rank  of  Brigadiers,  only — not 
Major- Generals.  He  did  not  like  the  idea  of  pulting 
down  every  thing  ;  nor  did  he  wish  that  the  public  shoon 
be  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Se- 
nate to  abolish  Brevet  rank,  and,  for  this  reason,  he  hop- 
ed the  passage  to  which  he  bad  alluded,  might  be  strick- 
en out. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  it  was  true,  as  sUted  by  Um 

Chairman  of  the  Military  Co(iimiltee,  that  he  had  heard 
the  report  read  in  tlie  Committee  room,  and  did  not  then 
disagree  to  it.  But  it  was  because  he  had  not  seen  ita 
bearings  in  the  same  light  as  at  present  He  had  aaid, 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  our  army  did  very  well  with  btrt 
one  Brigadier-Geneiid  :  but  be  did  not,  Uiereby*  imply 
that  Brevet  rank  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  wished  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland would  consent  to  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  at- 
iow  the  report  to  be  recommitted,  generally,  to  the  Mi- 
litaiy  Committee. 

Ml'.  SMITH,  of  Md.  acceded  to  the  proporiticm  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  having  heard  no  objecUon 
to  this  motion,  he  should  not  oppose  it.  He  would  mere- 
ly say,  that  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland  and  himself 
were  entirely  at  issue.  He  contended  that,  by  law, 
there  were  two  Major-Genenils  in  the  line,  and  that,  if 
the  office  lield  by  General  Brown  were  abolished,  the 
fii-st  in  rank  of  thoselwo  officers  might  claim  the  station 
to-morrow.  He  did  not  see  how  the  gentleman  could  get 
rid  of  the  fact,  tlat  there  were,  at  Una  moment,  two  Ma- 
jor-Generals  in  the  'service,  receiving  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  the  station,  and  coitudcred  universally  as 
such. 

Mr.  CIIANDLKH  said,  he  would  merely  point  out  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  effect  of  his  doctrine,  if  it 
should  be  correct.  Suppose  the  President  of  the  Uiutetl 
States  should  appoint  a  civilian  to  the  office— doea  hm 
contend  that  Generals  Gaioes  and  Scott  could  take  a 
command  superior  to  the  individual  appointed  ? 

Mr.  HARRISON  answered,  readily,  tliat.  if  a  civilbn 
were  appointed  to-morrow,  the  first  in  rank  of  those 
Generals  would  hare  a  legal  tight  to  supersede  that  la- 
dividual. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mainland,  said  ;  And  I  say,  prtnnptly, 
if  he  dared  to  do  it,  and  I  were  the  Major-GeneraJ  ap- 
pointed, I  would  have  him  put  under  arrest  fbrhb  pre- 
sumption. 

Tlic  motion  to  recommit  was  then  adopted. 
Mr.  EATON  observed,  that  he  had  long  conndered 
something  necesaarj-  to  be  done  on  this  question  t  aad 
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sRce  the  iubjeot»  nnenJlyi  vm  befbic  the  Committee 
ttVWlary  AAini)  he  would  Mibmit  the  fellowin^  reso- 

jRaoMy  ThKt  the  Secrets^  df  War  inform  the  S<ti- 
■te  of  tfare  imcunt  of  monej  that  hut  been  paid  to  the 
o£oe»  of  the  Army,  duHnfr  the  year  1827,  on  account  of 
Jtoeict  imnki  uid  vMch  vaer  would  not  htTe  befen  enti* 
tied  to  reeore,  if  not  from  ttiat  Brevet  nnk. 

Bfwftvrf,  ThMt  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
qoire  into  the  propriety  and  necesnty  of  so  amending^ 
the  existing'  law,  as  to  restrain  Brevet  appaintments  in 
the  fine  and  stafi*  of  the  Army,  on  account  of  ten  years' 
sernce  in  the  nme  grade,  and  to  prohibit  the  giving  a 
second  Brevet  tn  any  officer*  where  s  previous  Brevet 
has  been  had. 

Jiaolvedt  That  the  said  Committee  inquire  if,  on  Court 
Uarti^  and  on  command  upon  separate  deUchmenta, 
Lineal  and  Brevet  rank  cannot  be  better  ascertained, 
and  with  greater  certainty  definedf  that  thereby  colU- 
aions  may  be  prevented. 

CI^IMS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

On  iMDtton  of  air.  HAYKB,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
ibe  eonsidnntitm  of  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
^MBs  cf  Ae  State  of  South  Can^iWi  ngpiinst  (be  Go- 
verment  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee  on  that  subject, 
having  been  read,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  HAYNE, 

Mr.  HARRISON,  (Churman  of  the  Committee,) 
briefly  explained  the  mcritsof  the  bill.  The  report  just 
read,  said  he,  had  gone  so  extensively  into  the  subject, 
tbatitwas  burdlynecesauyforhim  toenter  on  itattar^. 
The  account  upon  which  the^ehum  of  South  Carolina 
was  pienficated,  contained  a  great  many  items ;  the  prin- 
ciple of  which,  having  been  aUowed  by  the  General 
Gnvemment,  put  the  subjecl  of  interest  entirely  at  rest ; 
there  being  no  question  but  tliat,  on  the  money  actually 
aUoved,  and  paid  to  the  State,  interest  was  justly  due. 
The  cases  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  had  been 
dtewed  interest  by  Congress  for  advMces  made  bjr  them, 
vtre  somewhat  different  in  detail,  though  not  in  pnndple. 
Sfmth  Carolina  had  entered  into  these  expenses  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  without  having  any  previous 
bvgain  with  the  Genera]  Government.  Virginia  and 
Penasylrania,  upon  a  call  made  upon  their  patriotistr, 
bomwed  money  from  the  Banlcs,  which  tliey  expended 
in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  it  was  because  mlerest 
had  been  pud  by  titem,  for  the  sums  so  borrowed,  that 
interest  was  idlowed  them  on  their  advances. 

The  case  of  South  Carolina  was  nearly  similar  to  Uiat 
of  those  two  States.  Bbe  did  not  borrow  the  money,  to 
be  sore,  which  alie  advanced  i  but  she  had  a  tiind  produ- 
cing an  interest  of  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  which,  with- 
mt  any  hesitation,  she  appropriated,  when  danger 
threatened.  The  Committee  were  therefore  of  opinion, 
ihrt  equal  justice  ought  to  be  meted  to  the  State  of  South 
Cmnna,  which  had  been  meted  to  Virginia  and  Penn- 
^vania,  the  actual  loss  of  interest  being  the  stme,  in 
effect,  as  the  actual  payment  of  interest.  In  relation  to 
■luther  item  of  the  accoimt,  viz  :  for  cannon.baIls 
fhrwbed  by  the  State,  it  was  necessary,  under  the 
peealiar  cimunatances  of  the  case,  that  the  balls  should 
be  ptocoreJ  at  all  events.  The  General  Government 
waa  unable  to  furni^  them,  and  they  were  cast  at  tiie 
expense  of  the  Sthte.  1  he  enemy  not  having  made  the 
expected  attack,  they  remained  \mtil  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  then  the  Government  refused  to  receive  them, 
becaase  they  bad  not  been  made  of  the  proper  size. 
A«Dtber  item  was  for  the  tiansportation  of  baggage, 
which  had  been  rejected,  because  it  had  been  customary 
10  iBsw  more  than  eight  wagons  tn  a  regiment.  Witli- 
eat  Ibcir  having  the  mnna  of  ascertaining  how  many 
wagons  were  neocasiy,  in  the  pccuhar  case  of  the  State 
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of  S.  C,  whether  eight  or  nine,  the  Committee  could 
see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be  allowed  this  item  as 
well  as  for  the  cannon-balls,  since  sUe  had  actually  ex- 
pended the  money  in  both  ca.<icB.  He  liad  seen  opera- 
tions where  40  wagons  would  hardly  be  suftit.it^'nt  for  a 
regiment.  There  were  some  other  small  items,  said  Mr. 
H.  and  one  of  $  — —  for  blankets.  With  regard  tu  thin 
last,  he  would  observe  that  Uie  troops  of  the  State  hail 
been  called  out  in  a  very  inclemaiit  season,  and  the  State, 
finding  that  blankets  were  absolutely  necessaiy,  had  fur- 
nished them.  The  Committee,  however,  not  finding  any 
precedent  for  an  allowance  of  this  kind,  did  not  think 
proper  to  sanction  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  wished  the  State  of  Soutli  Caroliiis 
to  receive  the  same  justice  which  had  been  jpunted  to 
other  States,  and  no  more.  He  was  not  well  informed 
what  had  been  allowed  in  other  cases ;  but,  from  what  he 
did  understand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  that  the  State  ofS. 
C.  had  a  fund  vested  in  bank  stock,  which,  without  liav- 
ing  been  called  on  by  the  United  States,  she  expended 
in  her  own  deCence.  He  objected  to  the  claim  for  pay 
of  the  staff  officers,  as  he  heheyed  it  had  never  been  the 
practice  of  tlie  Go\-cn)ment  to  allow  pay  to  officers  of  a 
State  to  carry  on  its  own  operations.  With  respect  to 
the  charge  made  for  cannon-balls,  the  Slate,  he  said,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an  altitude  of  de- 
fence, and  was  therefore  perfectly. right  in  procuring 
those  balls.  She  had  them  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  if  they  didjiot  answer  the  cahbre  of  the  United 
States,  and  did'that  of  South  Carolina,  she  ought  to  have 
retained  them  for  piirpoaes  of  her  own  defence.  As  to 
wagons,  he  believed  the  iiite  had  been  to  allow  them  in 
reason.  If  any  State  had  been  allowed  as  many  as  South 
Carolina  chatged  for,  lie  should  not  be  disposed  to  ob- 
ject tu  tlic  allowance.  Whatever  had  been  the  custom,  in 
similar  cases,  he  was  diBjiosed  to  accede  to,  in  the  pre- 
sciit  one. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  entered  into  the  merits  of  tins  bill  much 
at  Urge  i  exhibiting  in  a  clear  and  strong  point  of  view, 
(he  justice  of  the  claim,  which  the  State  he  represented 
in  part  has  upon  the  General  Government.  Mr.  II. 
sliuwed  that  South  Carolina  was  in  an  exposed  state,  and 
that  when  tlie  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coast,  and 
the  General  Government  without  money  or  arms,  that 
she  came  forward  witliout  asking  terms,  and  took  the  mo- 
ney which  she  had  vested  in  bank,  yielding  her  13  per 
cent  on  every  dollar  and  loaned  it  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  H.  answered  all  the  several  inquires  andsiig- 
gestions  made  in  relation  to  this  business  (  showing  the 
conduct  tif  his  State,  ss  at  once  disinterested,  paliiotir, 
and  worthy  of  imitation. 

Mr.  UUGGLES  said  he  was  not  sMisfied  to  pass  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape  ;  though  he  would  not  object  to 
it,  if  it  were  worded  in  tlie  same  manner  as  the  bills  pas- 
sed  for  the  benefit  of  the  SUtes  of  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, Virginia,  and  New  York  ;  because,  by  all  those 
States  the  money  advanced  had  been  actually  borrowed 
and  the  interest  paid  by  them.  He  thought  thei-e  was  » 
distinction  between  the  cases  of  those  States,  and  that 
nf  the  State  of  South  Carohna.  The  fund  expended  by 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  wa^  in  her  own  hands,  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  rituation  as  if  remaining  in  her  Trea- 
sury ;  and  where  a  State  advanced  funds  for  her  owii  de. 
fence,  out  of  money  actually  in  her  Treasury,  he  did  not 
believe  she  had  any  just  claun  for  interest.  The  re-pay- 
ment of  the  principal,  said  Mr.  K.  had  generally  been 
considered  a  sufficient  allowance.  Whenever  a  State  ex- 
pended funds  of  this  description,  it  waa  fyr  the  defence 
of  her  own  soil  ;  oil  the  iiUtes  liad  a  common  interest 
with  the  General  Government  to  defend  their  own  fire- 
sides,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  require  interest  on  mo. 
ney  bo  expended.  Mr.  ft.  here  read,  in  illustration,  the 
Uw  passed  in  hvorof  the  State  of  Viiginia,  to  shew  tlist  it 
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yns  only  on  mccmint  of  the  money  idvmnced  by  her,  boT- 
ing^  been  actually  borroired,  and  interest  paia  t  that  in- 
terest had  been  allowed  her.  It  waa  on  this  very  princi- 
ple, said  he,  that  tlie  laws  passed  in  tvrot  of  the  State 
of  Vii^ria,  and  the  other  States  just  mentioned,  were 
so  guarded  that  no  interest  was  to  be  paid  them  except 
wliere  they  had  been  actually  under  the  necessity  ot 
borrowing  money  and  paying  interest.  Before  he  sat 
down,  be  would  more  to  amend  the  biU  by  striking  out 
the  first  and  second  sections. 

Mr.  BUGGLES  waa  followed  by  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  in 
ojijiontioo  to  the  amendment,  and  in  sgppnrt  of  the 

Hr.  COBB  said,  before  lie  voted,  he  would  make  one 
inquiiy  of  the  advocates  of  the  biU.  He  understood  that 
the  Sute  hid  accumulated  a  fiind  of  half  a  itullion  ot 
dollars  which  she  invested  in  the  stock  of  abanki  the 
whole  of  which  stock  was  held  by  herself.  Now,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  advances  made,  had  been 
made  out  of  the  capital  of  that  bank,  or  out  of  tlie  pro- 
missory notes  issued  by  it. 

Mr.  H  AYME'aud,  he  would  endeavour  to  answer  the  in- 

Slry  made  by  the  ^ntlemftit  ftom  Geot^^though  he  con- 
sed  it  would  be  with  some  difficulty.  The  State,  before 
the  war,  had  accumulated  a  fund  of  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
wliich,  as  the  gentleman  vcir'^orrectly  stated,  had  been  in- 
vested in  the  stock  of  a  bank  wholly  owned  by  herself.  In 
tliat  bank  were  deposited  all  the  sums  of  money  received 
by  the  State,  whether  for  interest  accruing  on  her  stocks 
or  for  taxes  t  and  from  its  vaults  wai  drawn  every  dollar 
advanced  to  the  United  States,  and  every  dolhu-  disbur- 
sed for  the  current  expenses  tlte  State.  Now,  Sir, 
said  Mr.  R.  the  oi^  way  of  answering  the  gentleman 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  expenses  of  the  State  exceed- 
ed the  amount  received  for  interests  and  taxes  t  and  if 
wich  was  the  fact,  the  mon^  waa  actually  drawn  from 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  This  was  the  only  answer  he 
was  able  to  give  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hatvi  here  made  a  brief  reply  to  Ur.  Roo- 
hlxs.  The  gentlemen  from  Ohic^  said  he,  had  alluded 
to  the  precedent  established  in  the  case  of  tlie  State  of 
Virginia.  Mr.  H.  contended,  that  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate  depended  upon  the  same  principle  as  tluit  of  the 
Sute  of  Virginia.  That  State  had  been  allowed  inter- 
est, beeaose  the  advance  made  by  her  had  cost  her  inter- 
est i  and  it  is  proposed  here  to  aUow  B.  Carolina  intereit, 
because  (be  advance  made  by  her,  had  likewise  cost  her 
interest  The  principle  waa  precisely  the  same.  In  the 
one  case,  Virginia  had  actually  paid  interest  on  money 
borrowed  i  and  in  the  other.  South  Cwofina  had  lost  the 
interest  she  was  actually  receiving.  The  case  of  Smith 
Carolina  Vas  even  stronger  than  that  of  Viiginia— the 
loss  of  Vti^nia  having  been  only  nz  per  cent,  while  tiwt 
of  South  Carolina  had  been  twelve. 

Mr.JOUNSON,  of  Ky.  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  in  oppontion  to  the  amendment.  In  cases  of  war 
and  great  national  calamity  where  advances  had  been  made 
by  a  State  predicated  upon  the  inability  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, he  was  not  only  in  favor  of  paying  to  such  State 
the  advances  made,  but  also  of  paying  interest  on  them. 

Mr.  U*LANE  was  of  opinion  that  the  case  before  the 
Senate  was  a  very  important  one^  and  be  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  ftom  Ohio,  that  it  demanded  the  greatest  con- 
aideration.  But  be  disagreed  with  the  conclUMons  drawn 
by  that  gentleman  in  reg^ud  to  it.  The  State  of  South 
Carolina,  sud  Mr.  M'L.  was  entitled,  on  every  principle 
of  equity  and  justice,  to  re««ve  the  amount  claimed  by 
her.  A  distinctioo  had  been  dravm  between  the  debta 
due  by  the  United  States  to  indiriduats,  and  to  States  { 
and  to  individaal^  interest  la  not  allowed  by  the  govern- 
ment on  the  amount  found  to  be  due  them.  What  is  the 
princ  pie,  lie  asked,  on  which  interest  is  refused  to  indi- 
tiduaU?  It  is  one  to  which  be  could  not  subscribe,  though 


the  precedent  had  become  ao  strong  as  not  iwm  tobe 
sbakien.  it  is  reftised  to  individuals,  said  he,  on  thcprin. 
ciple  that  the  sovemment  is  alwm  prepared  to  p^ 
them  their  just  demands^  and  tbereferc^  ought  not  to  be 
bound  to  pay  intereit  oo  money  waitfa^  their  dispo. 
sal. 

But  that  principle  did  not  apply  to  advances  made  by 
States  to  aid  the  public  exigencies  of  the  country,  when 
the  General  Government  waa  unable  to  provide  ftr  that 
particular  exigency.  The  prini^pW,  said  Mr.  M'L.  hat 
already  been^establbbed,  that  States  should  be  allowed  in- 
terest on  the  advances  made  by  th&a  for  the  serrtce  of 
the  General  Government.  Here,  then,  was  a  strong  case 
of  that  kind.  Money  had  actually  been  advanced  by  the 
State  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  Generu  Go- 
vernment. Wheran,  he  asked,  did  thb  case  differ  fran 
those  of  the  States  of  Vir^nia,  Haiyland*  Penni^Irania, 
Delaware,  and  New  York,  as  axgriod  by  the  Senate  from 
Ohio*  *  It  was  the  duty  oif  the  United  States  to  have  per- 
ft^cd  tliose  services,  and  nude  those  advances,  mad* 
and  performed  by  those  States  ;  having  neglected  so  to 
do,  tliose  States  stepped  forward  and  nude  the  advances 
required  ;  and  were  pud*  not  only  the  sums  so  advanced 
by  them,  but  the  interest  on  the  money  thev  had  bor* 
rowe<^  for  that  purpose.  Now,  Sir,  we  mve  auopted  t&e 
principle,  that  wherever  a  State  hu  paid  interest  on  such 
advance  made  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  the  advance 
made  ;  and  it  is  oo  this  principle  that  the  Stattf  of  South- 
Carolina  should  be  paid  for  the  loss  incurred  by  her,  for 
her  loss  has  been  twelve  per  cent  interest,  while  ne  chums 
but  six.  The  fact  of  the  State's  having  advanced  a  par- 
ticular stock  fund,  instead  of  mon^,  waa  no  argument  to 
his  mind,  why  the  interest  should  not  he  paid.  Suppose, 
said  Mr.  M'Lahs,  a  State  holds  stock  on  which  sbe 
is  receiving  interest  If  she  borrows  mon^,  and 
holds  her  stuck,  it  is  admitted  she  ought  to  be  paid] 
hut  if  sbe  sells  her  stock,  and  advances  the  money, 
interest  is  refused  her.  Tlus  was  a  doctrine  be  could  not 
agree  to.  Is  not  the  Ioh  of  the  State  the  same,  whether 
that  lots  was  ooeaaoned  by  interest  actually  paid  by  her,  ot 
by  the  deptivition  of  interest  which  she  waa  actually  re- 
ceiving? if  an  individual,  s^  Mr.  MX.  advances  Bank 
stock  fur  another,  will  not  the  cbanecllOT  award  him  the 
fiiU  amount  of  his  loss^  If  he  sells  his  stock,  and  advan- 
ces the  mon^,  b  not  the  case  the  same?  On  every  prin- 
ciple of  eqiu^  and  justice,  tite  pment  claim  might  to  be 
allowed.  Treat  it  aa  intoest  paid—treat  it  aa  interest 
lost — treat  it  as  a  loss  either  way,  and  he  did  not  see  how 
pajrment  could  be  avoided.  In  a  ease  of  Uua  -kind,  he 
would  make  complete  and  full  indemnity,  and  the  go- 
vernment never  can,  said  he,  pUce  itself  in  a  stroogerat. 
litude,  than  to  say  to  those  States,  who  are  the  first  to  en- 
counter the  shock  of  calamity,  if  you  will  voluntarily  step 
forward  fiir  tbe  defence  of  the  country,  you  shall  not  be 
pkced  in  a  worse  Mtuation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mdrfbllowed  Mr.  M'LANE  at  length 
in  support  of  the  bill;  when 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  8.  C.  rose  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
objections  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  one  ot  whieh 
was  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  expended  tbe 
money  advanced  by  her  for  her  cam  benefit,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  paid  the  amount  slie  chums.  I  am  ton, 
said  Mr.  S.  in  that  part  of  the  goitknianls  argument,  be 
had  not  attended  suRiciently  to  tbe  subject  By  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  General  Government 
was  bound  to  defend  every  State  in  tiie  Union,  not  only 
from  real,  but  from  apparent  chuiger.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed, said  Mr.  S.  that  when  tbe  British  Heet  sailedto  New  Or> 
ieanib  It  was  tbe  genetal  qiinion  that  Charieaton  was  the 
punt  intended  to  oe  attacked  bytbeoi  t  and  thkbmngthe 
general  opinion,  it  was  absohitely  necessary  to  put  the 
State  in  some  posture  of  defence.  Then  it  being  tbe 
duly  ot  tlie  General  Govemmcnt  to  defend  the  Siatct 
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nd  betn^  vnabl^  negleeted  to  do  the  Genml  Go- 
Temrocnt  was  boiuid  on  erery  principle  of  justice  to  pay 
tbe  iwtercjt,  and  pay  the  principa)  aym,  expended  by 
the  State,  for  her  own  defence.  How,  aaked  be,  are 
Henen  to  (Uttingaiah  between  money  adranced  by  the 
State  of  South  OaroUiw,  and  other  Statea  who  have  paid? 
Aiewenov  tobe«aHeduponat  the  diftaneectf  fourteen 
yean  to  telt  you  in  what  particular  bills  thit  money  was 
paid?  This  wasnot,  in  his  oirinion,  a  period  to  giveaach 
ifrfbroatieB— 4be  eoMest  ended  in  eighteen  humtred  and 
fttorteen,  wid  tbe  first  money  reflintfed  to  the  State  was 
in  the  year  1821.  But  ve  have  been  told,  you  have  pro- 
tected yoorsetves  by  the  money  you  have  expended,  and 
tfaerefixe  have  no  claim  for  interest  Sir,  Mid  be,  thia  ia  an 
mument  which  ought  never  to  be  heard  oo  this  floor. 
Wnfle  this  ooafedency  iaata,  let  us  protect  each  member 
of  it,  ualesi  you  are  diqioaed  to  diMdve  the  Union*  and 
let  each  State  protect  itself. 

The  State  of  South  Carolinat  said  Ur.  Surra,  had, 
wid)  her  own  capital,  esti^Iisb^  a  Bank,  and  from  that 
Bank,  all  her  reaources  were  drawn.    From  that  Bank, 
rile  not  only  made  the  adfaneea  to  the  General  Govern- 
roent  upon  which  her  present  claim  is  predicated*  but  also 
paid  her  proportioa  of  Ae  tax  for  tbe  support  of  the  war. 
She  never  permitted  a  tax  to  be  cdleetMl  irithin  her  Urn- 
i%  through  the  agen^  of  the  o£Ecers  of  tbe  Genttvl  Go- 
Tonment    Hie  moment  her  quota  of  the  direct  tax  waa 
saeertaiaed,  die  asked  no  questions,  but  ordeiud  the 
amount  to  b«  paid  out  of  her  public  Treasury— from  that 
vay  Bank  oat  of  irtiich  aba  made  the  advances  to  the 
General  Govemnwot   b  it  not  monstrous,  then,  said  Mr. 
S.  to  be  asked  at  this  period,  did  you  pay  specie?  Did 
yon  sen  stock,  or,  in  what  manner  did  you  expend  thia 
money?  There  was  noprinciple  in  private  life,  that  would, 
fcr  a  moment,  admit  or  a  contest  like  this.   la  not  then  a 
contest  between  the  General  Government  and  a  State,  and 
between  individuals,  the  aune  i   Where  waa  the  possible 
distinction,  asked  ¥r.  S.  between  the  caaes  of  tlie  States 
of  Vbpnia  ami  Sooth  Carolina?  Vtrnma,  it  leems,  went 
to  a  bank  and  borroMd  m3ney  t  Souui  Carolina  advanced 
a  fund  already  in  her  own  poaaeanon,  by  which  she  was 
deprived  of  interest  actoally  accruing  to  her  :  and  now, 
after  the  United  States  have  had  the  benefit  of  thlafund 
for  eight  years,  we  are  told,  because  no  precedent  can 
be  found  in  the  case  of  Virginia,  interest  is  to  be  refiised 
to  S.  Caroltim.   The  State  at  South  Carolina  has  demon- 
■tmted  that  the  advances  for  irtiieh  she  cUims  interest 
were  drawn  Amn  aftmd  for  which  she  received  more  in* 
terest,  tlian  was  pdd  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  for 
wfakh  Virgiikia  waa  remunerated )  the  billa  of  the  bank 
never  having  depreciated  in  her  own  Slate,  nor  in  any 
other  State  of  the  Umon.    The  State  bad  always  been  rea- 
dy to  redeem  those  bills— ttiey  were,  in  fiict,  as  current  as 
gold  and  ulver.   The  State  of  South  Carolina,  said  he, 
can  no  doubt  do  intbout  the  sum  cUimed.    But  if  the 
chiin  is  founded  npen  those  principles  which  regulate 
the  intereourae  of  one  man  with  antrtber,  and  between  an 
individual  and  the  Government,  she  ought  to  be  paid.  She 
did  not uk  it  as  a  fovor,  but  demanded  it  as  aright. 

After  anroe  further  debate,  in  which  the  bill  waa  advo- 
cated by  Mesm.  Haths  and  Sxm  of  South  Carolina, 
•ad  opposed  by  Meaara.  Cobb,  CnairaLn,  and  Foot  t 
the  qaafioa  vaa  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Koo- 

«m,  and  Iqat.   

TvBSDAT,  Mi^Bcn  11, 183S. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  resolutions  submitted 
by  him  yesterday,  were  taken,  op  separatety,  and  agreed 
to. 

CLAIUS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
The  unBniahed  4>usineas  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
■p,  being  tlie  bill  to  remunerate  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina for  certain  disbumi«nts  during  the  late  war. 


Mr.  HATNE  moved  a  modification  of  the  amendment 
ofTered  yesterday  by  Mr.  CHANDLElt,  so  as  to  provide 
for  giving  up  to  the  United  States  the  cannon  balls  not 
expended.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  directed  the  Secretary  of  Wartomakeanew 
barrain,  andlie  would  probably  fix  upon  the  present  jirica 
of  the  articles  as  the  rate  of  purchase.  The  bill  p-wided 
for  the  payment  to  tiie  State     South  paroUna,  of  the 

Sriee  which  th^  cost  at  the  time  they  were  purchased, 
le  understood  the  object  of  the  genuenoan  from  Maine 
to  be,  that  the  property  might  be  recnved  by  the  United 
Sutes.  The  proviso  which  he  [Mr.  H.}  now  offered, 
would  secure  this  object. 

Mr.  CHANl)LEIlmadcaoRieremwk%butwasnotun' 
derstood  as  having  assented  to  the  modification.  The 
question  bring  then  taken,  Mr.  CHANDLER'S  motion 
to  amend  was  rejected. 

The  question  on  the  proviso  offered  by  Mr.  HATNE 
was  then  put,  and  it  waa  adopted. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  COBB 
observed,  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  made  yester. 
day  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  strike  out  the  first 
and  second  sections  of  the  bill,  [providing  for  the  payment 
of  mterestonthe  money  applied  by  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  to  tbe  publie  service.] 

The  question  on  tbi4  motion  hein;  taken,  it  was  nega> 
tived. 

The  bill  was  tfien  ordmd  to  be  engrossed  fia-  a  third 
reading. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 
Tbe  resolution,  submitted  several  days  since,  by  Mr. 
KING,  to  fix  the  hour  of  meeting  at  It  o'ckwk  for  tlie 
residue  of  the  session,  wis  taken  up. 

Mr.  SUrrH,  of  South  Carolina,  would  ask  what  ^n- 
tlemen  expected  to  gain  by  this  measure.  Some  of  the 
Senators  might  feel  able  to  increase  the  hours  of  sitting  t 
but  he  thought  five  hours  spent  in  debate  was  sufBcient, 
and  as  much  as  was  consistent  with  the  other  duties  which 
tliey  had  to  perform.  He  belonged  to  a  committee  whicli 
met  twice  a  week  i  and  even  now  they  were  uflen  sum- 
moned to  their  seats  finm  the  committee  room,  before  they 
had  completed  the  burioem  under  tbwr  consideration.  If 
gentlemen  thought  they  did  not  stay  late  enough  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  they  might  make  tlie  adjournment  later. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  four-fifUis  of  the  business  consist- 
ed of  general  orders,  which  were,  by  a  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate,  to  be  acted  upon  before  I  o'clock— and  often  only 
fWrni  fifteen  nrinntea  to  half  an  hour  could  be  devoted  to 
them.  Whereas^  if  the  Senate  met  at  11  o'clock,  an  hour 
and  a  half  could  be  employed  in  conndering  the  general 
orders  which  comprised  some  bills  of  importance.  He 
had  no  greater  desire  to  labor  beyond  a  reasonable  time, 
than  any  other  gentleman.  As  to  the  business  of  tha 
committees,  it  waa  meetly  over  for  the  session.  They 
cotUd  not  originate  any  new  buriness  with  a  reaaonabte 
hope  that  It  would  be  aeted  upon  by  hotii  Houses. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentwiky,  advocated  th«  resolu- 
tion. He  had  rather  come  at  an  eariierhour,  than  spend 
the  time  in  lounging  about  to  no  profit,  as  die  morning 
was  the  best  part  of  the  day  for  transacting  business. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carcdina,  said,  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  which  he  belonged,  liad  two-thirds 
of  the  hilts  under  examination  that  came  from  the  other 
House.  He  came  imme^at^  afta  lua  breakfittt  to  tlie 
committee  room,  anti  was  often  called  into  the  Senate 
before  he  left  it.  Besides,  human  bei*^  wanted  a  little 
time  for  eating,  and  a  little  few  sleeping.  He  knew  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  been  many  years  in 
Congress  j  he  knew,  also,  the  vigor  of  his  mind— but 
some  others  might  not  be  equal  to  him.  Besides  the 
businesa  of  tiia  Senate  Chamber,  and  of  the  committees, 
there  wen  doeumenta  daily  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the 
Scnatoci^  many  of  which  it  was  their  duty  to  Kid.  If 
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iUc^  time  of  silting'  was  to  be  increased,  some  of  these 
duties  must  be  neglected.  If  the  committees,  and  the 
Printer,  were  discharged,  so  tliat  there  should  be  no 

'  more  documents,  he  woiiUl  rote  for  the  proposition,  and 
meet  at  any  time  the  Senate  mieht  please.  The  other 
House  had  shewn  the  inutility  oi  changing  the  hour,  and 

■liad,  after  a  few  days'  experience,  found  it  advisable  to 
go  bnck  to  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  DEN"rOK  did  not  think  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  twice  a  week,  a  sufficient  reason  for 
rejecting  this  motion.  The  members  of  the  committee 
mij^ht  be  excused  from  serving  in  the  Seitate  Chamber 
until  12  o'clock,  and  no  bill  would  be  put  on  its  final  pas- 
sage previous  to  that  hour.  It  seemed  to  be  the  general 
opinion  tliat  five  hours  was  as  long  as  they  ought  to  sit 
j\s  to  the  length  of  lin-.e,  he  considered  that  it  would  be 
the  came  in  tlie  one  case  as  in  the  other.  If  they  met  an 
hour  earlier,  they  would  adjourn  an  hour  earlier.  On  the 
coiitrary.if  they  met  an  hour  later,  the  adjournment  would 
be  protracted  an  liour.  It  was  similar  to  the  diflTerencc  in 
individuals— one  poured  a  little  wine  into  his  glass,  and 
drank  t))e  whole,  while  another  filled  his  glass  to  the 
trim,  and  sipped  but  little.  There  was  a  great  portion 
of  trifling  busuiess  which  must  either  be  done  in  the  early 
part  of  the  ilay  or  be  neglected.  This  business,  although 
of  a  minor  kind,  was  of  more  or  less  importance.  They 
were  chiefly  local  bills— the  Old  States  were  but  little  in* 

.  terestcd  in  them — but  they  were  of  great  moment  to  the 
New  States.  'ITie  Government  was  tlie  great  landholder 
in  those  States,  and  the  number  of  land  bills  was  very 
great.  Of  the  whole  number  of  bills  passed  last  year — 
say,  in  round  numbers,  150— fifty  relates  to  the  New 
Slates.  For  those  States,  Congress,  to  a  great  extent, 
might  be  considered  the  local  legislature,  aud  there  was, 
therefore,  a  great  quantity  of  load  business  which  ought 
to  be  done,  which  could  be  matured  before  12  o'clock, 
and  which  would  not  absolutely  require  the  presence  of 
all  the  Senators. 

Mr.  S  MITH,  of  South  Carolina,  did  not  see  how  Con- 
gress had  more  to  do  with  the  New  tlian  the  Old  States  ( 
and  ](  for  one,  said  Mr.  S.  sliould  wish  to  be  present  when 
these  bills  are  acted  upon,  lie  was  nut  at  all  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  t>eing  shut  up  in  a  committee  room — 
und  he  doubted  whether  any  gentleman  would  willingly 
be  stowed  away  in  this  manner,  while  Uie  Senate  was 
proceeding  iq  the  bunneu^  which  it  was  his  duty  to  cx- 
amine*  in  order  to  enable  them  to  get  to  their  wtiic  in 
good  season. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  tlie  resolution,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

BEVOLUTIONABY  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conndemtton  of  the 
bill  making  provision  for  compensation  to  certain  Surviv- 
ing Officers  of  the  Revolution.  The  motion  to  amend, 
reported  by  the  committee,  to  fill  the  bknk  in  the  bill 
with  the  sum  of  $  1,100,000,  being  before  the  Senate— 

Mr.  HARRISON  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
in  its  support,  and  in  reply  to  the  observations  of  several 
gentlemen,  who,  during  the  fanner  debute^  opposed  the 
motion. 

Mr.  BOBBINS,  of  Rhode  labind,  said  this  case  seems 
to  labor  most  on  the  point  of  le^  obligations  ;  if  this  is 
not  established,  nor  to  be  established,  1  should  despair  of 
the  claim  being  carried.  In  tlutt  Aise,  indeed,  1  am  not 
prepared  to  say  it  ought  to  be  carried  i  for,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  I  doubt  if  any  other  grouad.^perw, 
would.warrant  the  appropriation.  Indeed  ue  petitioners, 
themselves,  rest  their  clainu  on  the  legal  obligation  en- 
tirel)'.  If  that  is  not  established,  nor  to  be  e8tabltshed,they 
malee  no  claim  upon  us,  for  they  ask  nothing  of  the  nation* 
^1  gratitude.  On  this  ground  Uiey  arc  nlent,  and  forever 


will  be.  In  this  they  display  all  the  goodness  of  noble 
minds  ;  for  though  it  is  noble  to  conferobligations,it  ta^ll 
nobler  not  to  make  any  claim  upon  them,  and  n<A>ler  stiH 
never  to  mention  them.  But,  let  me  remark,  here, that  bow- 
ever  noble  it  is  in  the  benefactor  never  to  remember,  it 
is  equally  noble  in  the  party  benefitted,  never  to  forget 
the  obligation.  A  few  words,  however,  and  but  a  fov, 
on  this  question  of  legal  obligation. 

It  does  appear  to  me  clearly  that  a  special  contract 
made  with  tnese  petitioners  has  been  violated,  and  to  their 
injur}-,  for  which  they  have  a  legal  title  to  indemnificatkm. 
It  is  to  my  surprise  that  the  ftct  should  appear  otbenriae, 
to  otiier  minds,  and  such  minds  too— n^nds  who  command 
all  my  respect  ( fbr,  if, waiving  the  quertion,  whether  the 
commutation  was  or  was  not  adequate  to  'the  annuities 
in  point  of  value  t  and,  waiving,  too,  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  commutation  was  or  was  not  assented  to  by  the 
officers,  in  a  manner  to  be  binding  upon  them — if  we  look 
at  the  commutation  act,  and  sec  what  was  to  be  given, 
and  then  at  tlie  final  aettlemetxt,  and  tee  what  was  given, 
and  compare  the  two  thinn— not  in  Und,  totiiey  were 
different  m  kind*-but  in  value— and  it  would  aeem  to  me 
impossible  to  say  that  that  promise  was  performed,  or 
that  the  non  performance  was  not  an  inju>y»  or  that  the 
injury  did  not  constitute  a  legal  title  to  indemnification. 

Now  what  was  given  on  that  final  settlement }  It  was  a 
certificate  certifying  the  amount  due,  and  that  it  was  pay- 
able at  six  per  cent  interest.  I  apeak  fimn  an  authenn- 
cated  transcript  of  the  form  of  that  certificate.  On  whaX 
was  this  bottomed  >  On  the  credit  of  the  country.  What 
was  its  value  *  It  was  twenty  per  cent,  on  its  nominal 
amount,  and  no  more — it  would  command  this  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  no  more. 

Now,  by  the  commutation  act,  what  was  to  be  given? 
It  was  ueuritiut  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  bottomed, 
as  I  say,  and  will  attempt  to  show,  on  particular  fun^ 
pledged  to  pay  the  accruing  intoest  annually,  and  ulti- 
mately to  redeem  the  principal.  What  were  such  se- 
curities, and  so  guarantied,  worth  >  They  were  worth 
eighty-three  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount,  and  would 
command  this  in  money  here  or  elsewhere..  What  then 
was  the  difference  in  value  between  what  they  did  receive, 
and  what  they  were  to  receive  '  It  was  sixty-three  per 
cent,  on  the  nominal  amount,  or  lixty-three  doUars  on 
every  htmdred. 

That  these  five  per  cent,  securitiei^  thus  gosrantied, 
were  not  delivered,  1  would  here  remark,  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Government ;  for  it  was  owing  to  their  utter 
inability  to  deliver  them.  Congress  had  no  particular 
funds  and  co\dil  command  none,  though  they  made  every 
possible  effort  to  acquire  them  fi*om  the  Stntea,  for  this 
purpose.  But  this  neither  i-aries  the  fact  of  the  breach 
of  the  contract,  nor  impairs  the  right  of  indemnification 
for  that  breach.  I  would  here  fiuthur  remaric,  that  His 
this  circumstance,  that  these  securities  were  to  be  guar- 
antied by  particular  funds,  that  distinguishes  these  peti- 
tioners from  other  creditors  i  makes  their  case  a  peculiar 
one  (  a  case  that  cannot  make  a  precedent  which  other 
creditors  can  claim  the  benefit  of  {  am  which  can  embar* 
rass  the  Government  as  being  such  a  precedent.  They 
complain  that  the^  have  not  had  what  uiey  were  to  hav^ 
but  aomething  different  in  kind,  and  less  in  value,  mudi 
less.  The  otiier  creditors  were  to  have  certificates  of  cre- 
dit, upon  the  credit  of  the  country  ;  these  they  did  havei 
and  if  the  depression  of  that  credit  has  depressed  the  va- 
lue of  those  certificates  in  tiie  market,  and  a  loss  has  been 
occauoned  to  (he  holden  by  that  depression,  it  is  a  loss 
which  gives  no  legal  title  to  indemnity  ;  it  is  a  damnumt 
but  a  damnum,  as  the  law  has  it,  abtyue  injuria  ;  it  is  a  loss 
ill  consequence  of  the  want  of  credit  in  the  debtor,  which 
does  not  make  a  le^a)  ground  of  ciMm  ag»nst  the  debtor. 
Rut  in  this  case  it  is  a  lo»  in  consequence  of  the  non  fca- 
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^toce  of  the  debtor,  the  not  deliverintr  was  to  be  de- 
M«eKd»  vfaidi  does  constitute  a  legM  demukt  againat  the 
debtor. 

I  am  aware  that  the  value  of  this  whole  statement  de- 
pends apon  the  evidence  that  these  securities  were  to  be 
]puvantied  by  particular  funds.  But  this  evidence  is  so 
menstible  in  n»y  view  of  it,  that  it  forces  CMviction  of 
the  upon  my  mind  ;  and,  I  trust,  when  considered 
and  weighed,  it  wiQ  have  a  like  effect  with  others.  In 
the  first  place  it  was  so  understood  by  the  army  ;  for  they 
•y.  in  their  resolution,  transmitted  lo  Congress  by  there 
Commander  ia  Chief:  "We  expect  Congress  to  provide 
adequate  iunds  for  satisfying  the  lifo  annuities,  or  such 
cofDinutation  as  may  be  substituted  therefor."  Congress 
then  knew  if  commutation  was  adopted,  it  was  to  be  guar- 
antied by  particular  funds,  in  the  understanding  of 
the  arm^ ;  and  Congress,  it  is  said,  did  not  originate  the 
proposition  of  a  commutation.  They  but  acceded  to  the 
propositioii.  It  must,  then,  be  presumed  that  they  acced- 
ed to  it  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  made.  To  presume 
the  contrary  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  <rf  that 
body,  and  the  idea  must  be  rejected  t  and.  besides,  the 
tlun^  proves  itself.  Congress  intended  an  equivalent 
to  the  half  pay,  in  a  gross  sum.  They  must'then-intend 
this  either  in  money,  or  in  something  equivalent  to  mo- 
ney— otherwise,  they  did  not  intend  an  equivalent.  Now. 
nothing  but  seeun;^  guarantied  by  particular  funds,  were 
equiyalent  to  money.  Certificates  of  credit,  merely,  were 
not  equivalent  to  money  ;  so  far  from  it,  that  they  were 
ei^ty  per  cent,  below  the  par  <^  money.  If  Congress, 
then  by  jeewtfte^  meant  notbmg  but  certificates  of  credit, 
instead  of  meai^an  equivalent,  thqr  meant  only  the  fifth 
part  of  an  eqaivalent :  and,  it  is  remarkable,  that  these 
■ecuriUes  were  to  be  at  five  per  cent,  while  all  certificates 
of  credit  were  at  six  per  cenL  Then,  if  Congress  meant 
these  securities  to  be  placed  on  a  common  footing  with 
certificates  of  credit,  instead  of  meaning  an  equivalent  in 
money,  they  did  not  mean  even  an  equivalent  in  certifi- 
eate^  but  sometUng  loi^  by  about  sixteen  per  cent.  So, 
white  securities  would  be  but  one  fifth  of  an  equivalent, 
these  Mcurities  would  be  but  five  mxths  of  that  fifth.  The 
certificates  would  be  but  the  shade,  not  the  substance,  of 
an  equivalent,  and  these  securities  would  be  but  the  sha- 
dow of  that  shade. 

I  have  stated,  that  while  these  securities  were  at  five 
per  cea^  all  certificatea'of  credit  were  at  six.   How  can 
this  be  accounted  for,  if  tiiese  securities  were  to  be  but 
certificates  of  credit  >  You  must  suppose  either  that  Con- 
gress deemed  the  army  creditors  less  meritorous  than  other 
classea — than  all  other  classes,  and  therefore  were  to  be 
put  on  a  less  favorable  footing  ;  or,  that,  being  at  a  less 
interest,  were  to  be  put  on  a  more  solid  footing.  And 
who  will  say  that  Congress  deemed  the  army  creditors  less 
roeritorious  than  the  others  in*the  fiice  of  all  their  resohi* 
lions, wluch  thicken  upon  us  in  eveiy  pi^  irfthor  journals, 
czpreinTe  of  the  coDtrsiy,  and  entirely  of  the  contrary  * 
After  the  half  pay  act,  but  befiire  the  commutation  act 
bad  pasted,  the  army  was  re-orgaiuzed,  leaving  a  number 
of  snpemunMraries,  who  retired  from  the  service,  but  who 
still  were  cntitied  to  the  half  pay.    Now,  the  commutation 
act  gives  the  securities  of  five  per  cent  to  the  officer  then 
in  ue  regular  army,  but  certificates  of  credit  at  he  per 
cent,  to  these  supernumeraries.  Then  Congress  meant  to 
naike  a  distinction  between  the  supemuroeraries  retired 
from  serrtce,  and  the  officers  then  in  service,  and  to  re- 
msin  in  service    and,  if  Congress  meant  the  securities  at 
five  per  cent,  to  be  merely  certificates  of  credit — meant 
that  ^stinction  to  be  in  fitvor  of  the  supernumeraries,  and 
to  ihe  amount  of  nxteen  per  cent,  then  the  army,who  were 
depended  on  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  termination, 
sMon  wh«n  tiie  salvation  of  the  country  depended--who 
were  lo  endure  the  toils  and  privations  of  war  t  to  confront 
danger  and  deaiOifinaU  the  horrid  forms  of  war^  were  to  oe 


postptmed  to  the  supemiuneraries^  who  were  retired  from 
the  service,  and  ware  in  aafiety  at  thrir  own  homes.  Tea, 
Sir,  your  warriuv  who  was  to  live  in  the  tented  field, 
and  to  jeopardize  his  life  on  tiut  field — who  was  to  min-  • 
gle  in  the  battle,  and  see  it  rage  around  him — who  was 
to  see  his  companions  fall  by  his  side,  himself  equally  ex- 
posed to  full — to  see  that  battlefield  strewed  with  carnage 
and  death  ;  to  see  the  fate  of  his  ftmUy  invcAved  in  hi» 
own;  the  desolation  of  bisirile  and  the  orfdianage  of  bie 
children— ye%  Sir,  this  warrior  was  to  be  postponed  to  the 
supernumerary  retired  ftom  the  aervice  ;  sleeping  quiethr 
of  nights  in  his  own  bed  i  living  at  ease  in  the  bosom  <^  hw 
own  Amily,  enjojring  his  own  fire-side,  and  all  the  cobw 
forts  of  civil  lite,  and  knowing  nothing  of  the  conflict  but 
what  he  saw  in  the  Gazette.  Ye%  this  supemumetary  was 
to  reetive  nxteen  per  cent,  more  than  this  warriorftf  thrae 
securities  at  five  per  cent,  were  to  be  certificates  of  credit 
merely,  and  were  to  be  guarantied  by  particular  funds. 
Who  can  beliere  it } 

If  these  securities,  at  five  per  cent,  not  guarantied  by 
particular  fiindx,  were  to  be  delivered — I  ask,  why,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  were  thejr  not  delivered  ?  Now  no 
one  such  security  was  ever  deuTeced  i  but,  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  army,  what  was  delivered  was  merely  a  certifi- 
cate, certifying  that  so  much  was  due,  and  thttt  it  was  pay- 
able atuz  percent  Why,  I  ask  again}  It  could  only  be  be* 
cause  Congress  were  sennble  that  securities  at  five  percent 
not  guarantied  by  particular  funds,  were  not  Uie  securities 
intended  to  be  delivered  and  expected  to  be  received,  and 
therefore,  they  did  the  only  thing  which,  in  their  circum* 
stances,  they  could  do— they  delivered  certificates  of  cre^t 
upon  the  credit  of  the  country  at  ax  per  cent  pre^s^  as 
they  did  to  all  other  creditora.  If  any  other  poarible  rea* 
son  can  be  assigned  for'not  delivering  five  per  cent  securi- 
ties, let  it  be  done — I  am  not  able  to  conceive  any. 

Such  is  ttie  evidence  that  satisfies  my  mind, that  these  se- 
curities were  to  be  guarantied  by  particular  funds }  others 
will  judge  of  their  force  for  themselves.  If  it  establishes 
tiiis  point,  the  eonsequenoe  aeems  to  me  to  be  necesssty 
that  a  contract  made  with  these  petitioners  has  been  vida- 
ted  and  to  their  wrong,  for  which  they  are  entitled,  legally 
entitled,  tu  iitdeninification.  If  this  point  is  established  it 
will  warrant  this  appropriation)  and  iinot  this,  some  appro- 
priation, commensurate  to  the  wrong,  and  sufficient  for 
the  indemnification.  But  if  it  be  not  established,  the  pe- 
titioners ask  nothing  at  your  hands.  For  they  j>rerer  no 
claims  upon  the  national  gratitude  ;  on  tills  subject,  as  I 
said  before,  they  are  nlent,  and  will  be  forever.  They  will 
retire  from  your  Halls  in  silence  ;  in  »lence  live  as  they 
may,  and  die  as  they  hope  in  peace.  It  never  will  be  in 
their  hearts,  still  less  on  tbtnr  lips,  that  they  have  any  unre- 
warded merits,  with  their  couiitty  {  that  their  country  has 
been  unmindful  of  their  merits  or  ung^rateful  to  their  de- 
serts. They  will  retire  t  and  still  they  can  look  round 'on 
tbeirprosperouscountryt  rejoidng,  though  not. participa- 
ting in  its  prosperity  ;  and  rejdcing  the  more  when  they 
contrast  llu  splendor  of  that  prosperity  with  the  gloom  o£ 
that  period  (they  recollect  it  well,in  it  they  bore  their  part,) 
the  gloom  of  that  period  when  her  destinies  were  suspend- 
ed on  the  chances  of  a  doubtful  conflict — when  the  migltty 
odds  against  her  made  tliese  chances  seem  desperate,  and 

Slanted  deraair  at  times  in  every  bosom  t  when  her  own 
istress  made  her  forgetful  of  the  distresses  of  her  amdes, 
and  her  armies  to  forget  every  thing  in  her  danger  ;  when 
her  sun  was  shrouded  in  clouds  and  tempests,  and  her 
whole  horizon  was  darkened  with  the  horror  of  the  im> 
pencUnar  and  the  raging  storm  ;  when  no  resource  seemed 
to  be  left  her  but  her  own  unconquerable  mind. 

Yes,  sir,  rdoioing  the  more  from  that  contrast  They 
will  retire  f  for  they  can  bear,  and  will  without  a  murmur, 
the  load  of  remaining  life  ;  decrepitude,  pain,  penur>-,  and 
that  sharpestof  all  pangs  to  the  pride  of  the  human  heart, 
d^endence,  for  the  boon  of  life  itseH^  on  the  alms  of  chvi- 
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ty.  And  in  the  but  hour,  when  death,  the  fliend  of  the  )-*>ugfa.t  ve  to  begin  f  Supponnp the  viewtof  thenntlo- 
wretchedtShaU  come  to  their  telicri  wbenthe  UndlygimTe  I  mnoa  the  other  ade  to  be  eoitect  i  lurely  vHh^  fint 
ia  opening  to  receive  them  to  ita  bosom,  and  to  hush  thor  clasa  of  claimants  t  the  higbeat  in  rank ;  the  firat  in  ti»e 


opening 

inqiuetudes  to  repose ;  when  this  earthly  scene  is  oloinng-up- 
on  tbemfi>rever,they  will  die  rtgoicing  in  that  national  nsp- 
piness  to  which  they  have  contributed,  but  of  which  they 
have  not  been  deemed  entitled  to  be  made  the  partakers. 

Ur.  CHANDLER  Bud,  herosemerdy  tosUte the  rea- 
son why  be  ahouM  vote  against  filling  the  blank  with  this 
or  any  other  sum.  He  considered  the  contract  entered 
into  with  these  oflScers,  by  the  Government,  as  entirely 
flilfilled.   tf,  after  the  vote  was  taken,  a  bUl  riioald  be 

E resented  to  ttie  Senate,  making  a  propor  provision  for 
oth  officers  and  soldienb  he  should  ^bably  give  it  his 
support. 

The  question  being-  then  pat,  a  ^vision  was  called  l<u>, 
and'  13  only  riung  in  &ver  of  the  motion,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  after  the  eloquent  and  elaborate 
arguments,  which  bad  been  uif;«d  on  both  sides  of  this 
question,  he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  vun  attempt  of  influencing  their  decision ;  he  rose 
merely  to  make  a  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  0  600,000 1  and  he  should  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
8enate,wtulst  he  explained,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  his  own 
views  in  relation  to  the  bill,  and  noticed  one  or  two 
topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  debate.  It 
seems  to  be  admitted,  said  Hr.  H.,  by  all  the  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  that  the  merit  (A  uie  pe6tioners  Is  of 
the  highest  order,  atid  that  their  clums  are  entitled  to 
the  utmost  &vor.    Indeed,  the  objections  to  this  biU 
seem  not  to  rest  so  much  on  the  provinons  which  it 
make^  aa  on  tiie  umiavon     certain  other  pronsiona, 
which  ^ntlemen  suppose  ooght,  Kkeirise,  to  be  made. 
-They  seem  to  oppose  this  bill,  not  so  much  because  it 
.extends  rctief  to  the  surviving  ofltcers  of  the  Revolution, 
but  because  it  does  not  also  provide  for  the  officers  who 
resigned  at  various  periods  during  the  war ;  many  of 
whom,  it  is  contended,  like  the  vener^le  Senator  mtm 
Uaiyland  (Mr.  SMm)  rendered  important  servicea  to 
jthtir  country  t  because  it  does  not  pnmde  ftw  the  soldiers 
as  weU  as  the  officers  of  the  regular  army ;  because  it  does 
not  also  provide  foe  the  whole  body  or  the  militia,  who 
served  at  every  period  during  the  war  ;  and  lastly,  be- 
cause it  does  not  propose  to  compensate  all  who  suffer- 
ed from  the  deprecation  of  the  currency,  ot  who  par- 
ticipated in  any  way  in  tlie  suffering  and  aaerifices  of 
the  Revdution.  Now,  sir,  my  views  in  this  respect,  are 
«mply  these :  In  private  life,  I  conmder  it  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  relieve  the  sufferings  within  our 
reach,  that  we  cannot  embrace  all  the  objects  of  kind- 
ness witlun  the  limita^even  of  our  own  country  {  nor  can 
I  perceive  why  a  man  should  bil  to  pay  one  of  his  just 
debts,  because  he  is  not  at  the  same  moment  able  to  dis- 
charge them  all.    Sc^  in  the  adnunistration  of  public 
afTurs,  1  do  not  conwder  it  a  vafid  objection  to  any  mea- 
sure,  just  and  proper  in  itself,  that  It  does  not  enable  us 
to  do  all  the  good  we  could,  nor  proride  at  once  a 
remedy  fot  all  the  enla  of  the  State.    It  appeara  to  me, 
therefore,  that  these  objections  urged  against  the  bill 
constitute  ai|^ments  in  its  favor  i  nor  if  gentlemen  do 
re^y  behevc  that  it  is  tlie  du^  of  the  tiovemment  to 
provide  for  all  of  die  private  soMiets,  who  served  in  any 
way  or  foi:  any  length  of  time,  durintf  the  Kevolotion, 
Uien  Burely  it  must  be  proper  to  providie  fw  the  oftoers, 
and  if,  u  they  contend,  all  the  olticen  who  served  for  a 
year,  a  month,  or  a  day,  are  entitled  to  relief  surely 
those  who  continued  in  service  to  tbe  end  of  the  war  are 
still  more  strongly  and  justly  entitled.    In  this  p<»nt  oF 
view,  tlie  only  question  would  be,  where  we  rilould  be- 
fpin.  Now  it  is  admitted  to  be  impracticable,  at  this 
tune,  to  make  {wwirion  for  all  of  these  various  classes  of 
petsoos  t  ndther  the  oondition  of  the  country  nor  the 
state  of  the  treMury  would  adnrit  of  it.    Where  thrn 


order  of  merit,  and  in  the  magnitude  uid  Impottance  of 
their  Bervices  ;  with  those  of  whom  it  was  sua  by  Wash- 
ington himself,  "  that  their  blood  was  the  price  oi  our 
independence  {"  tsi  svaviviiro  omens  or  m  Anmr 
or  TUB  RsvoLUTioir,  whose  reduced  numbers  puts  it  in 
our  power  to  teHeve  then^  whose  poverty  is  a  stan^n^ 
reproach  to  tiieir  countiy,  and  whose  age  and  iidltmitiea 
present  an  Imsistible  appeal  fo  our  liberality. 

Gentlemen  hare  indulged  themselves,  Mr.  Premlent, 
in  comparisons  to  the  d^dvantage  of  the  officen  and 
soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  RevtHution.   Their  conduct 
in  the  Southern  States,  especially  in  South  Carolina,  has 
been  alladed  to  in  terms  calculated,  I  fear,  though  cer- 
tidnly  not  intended,  to  depreeiate'the  value  of  their  servi- 
ces.   On  such  a  subject,  «r,  I  can,  of  course,  have  no 
personal  knowledge,  but  having-  been  brought  up  amoi^ 
those  who  took  an  active  and  humble  part  in  the  South- 
em  war,  I  think  I  cannot  possibly  be  misuken,  when  I 
Bay  that  the  services  of  the  army,  in  that  part  of  the 
Union,  were  of  inestimable  value,  and  that  the  conduct 
of  the  officets  and  men,  throughout  tbe  whole  conteft, 
waa  eminendy  meritnious  %  and  I  do  know  Uuft  there 
jexists  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  tore- 
present  but  one  unanimous  sentiment  of  mingfed  i^mira* 
tion  and  gratitude  towtrda  those  gallant  men,  who  came 
froin  other  quarters  of  the  Union,  **  (o  pour  out  their 
blood  like  water,"  in  aiding  us  in  the  great  struggle  for 
tiie  preservation  of  our  libCTties.   Gen.  Gush*  baa  at- 
wajrsbeen  must  justly  considered  as  **  the  restorer  of  the 
Sooth.**  It  wsB  by  bn  campaipu  in  South  Cunliaa,  that 
he  Bc<qnired  the  reputation  of  btitw  "the  second  to 
Washington,"  in  the  Warof  Independence.  Tbe  naroei^ 
sir,  of  MoBOAV,  Ds  K&ib,  Sxiuwood,  Moitxtrix,  (for 
he  too  was  a  regular  officer,)  Gubbt,  Howaxd,  Wuin- 
IXBTOV,  Lbs,  and  Wiuuahs,  and  a  host  of  others,  all  of 
the  regular  army,  are  Btill  **ft«^ly  remembered."  Their 
names  are  aa  ''booselidd  word^"  tn  the  mouths  of  our 
children  t  thdrmemoriesareeashrinedtnoqrhearts.  To 
shew,  rr,  that  lam  not  mistaken  in  tbp  sentiments  of  my 
native  State,  in  tins  respect,  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  the 
Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  both  branches  of 
our  Legislature,  on  tite  occasion  of  the  death  of  the 
venerable  Col.  HowAaa.    Resolntitms  not  less  honorable 
to  those  by  whom  they  were  adopted,  than  to  the  cher- 
ished memory  of  the  patriot  an4"Cro  who  was  tiie  sub- 
ject of  them; 

[Mr.  UATNB  then  read  tbe  ftJIowiiw  preamUe  and 
resolutions  of  the  South  CaroTua  Lttwatore,  adopted 
Jana«y  95,  1828 :  ' 

It  becomes  a  gratefiil  people  to  oheriA  and  perpet- 
**  uate  the  memory  of  Ihtf  brave  and  good  j  to  remember 
with  gratitude  thdr  aer^cesi  and  to  profit  by  their 
<*  bright  examples.  The  heroic  band  of  the  Revohitioa 
**  who  fought  that  we  might  enioy  peace,  and  conquer- 
**  ed  that  we  might  inherit  fteeoom,  deserve  the  h'^est 
**  place  in  the  grateful  afTections  of  a  free  People. 
"  Amongst  the  master  spirits  who  battled  for  indnwn- 
**  denee,  we  remember  with  veneration  die  late  patnotio 
<*  and  venerable  CoLJoaa  Ewan  HevAaa.  Hmilhist 
**  trious  name  b  to  be  found  in  the  histoiy  of  his  coun* 
**  try's  Buff^rinjn  imd  the  annals  of  his  country's  triumph, 
*'  In  the  day  of  peril  and  of  doub^  when  the  result  was 
*■  hid  in  clouds— when  the  rocking  of  the  bat tk meets 
*'  was  heard  from  Bunker's  Hill  to  the  plains  of  Savnn. 
**  nah— when  danger  was  every  where— and  when  death 
**  nungled  in  toe  conflict  of  the  wanior,  Hmnvd  still 
**  dave  to  the  fbctunesof  the  strugj^iw  Republic.  CM 
"all  the  dimeters  whom  the  di^ot  trnl  brought  fiirth, 
"  fisw  are  equal,  none  more  exttaordinaiy.  He  was  his 
**  country^  cwnmm  ftiead  laiwl  his  countiy  oires  hiai 
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«  aneztiBguistutble  debt  of  i^ntitude.  South 
*•  Cnoim,  wHh  whose  history  bia  name  is  identified,  is 
**  ^ood  to  >cknowledge  the  obligation. 

**  In  the  ehnalroua  uid  hanrdous  operations  of  Gen. 
*■  &teae,  in  Sooth  Carolina,  Col  Howard  wm  one  of 
**  Ua  HMtt  efficient  officers-  On  a  certain  oocasion,  tliat 
"  ap«rieoecd  General  declared,  that  Howard  merited  a 
*«  monoient  of  gold  no  J«sa  than  Roaun  or  Grecian 
•*  keroet.  At  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  nys  Lee,  he 
•■  aetxed  the  critical  moment,  and  turned  the  fortune  of 
"  the  day-  At  Eutaw,  and  at  Camden,  he  led  the  intre- 
*'  pid  Maryland  Une  to  battle  and  to  glory.  But,  in  the 
**  coaneor  human  mortality,  it  has  pleased  the  Ahni^ty 
**  toicBore  him  from  anwog  the  few  remaining  associates 
**af  Us  youth: 

**  RtsoitJtd,  thatfon.  That  it  .was  vith  feelings  of  pro- 
—  favnd  sotTOw  and  regret  that  South  Carolina  received 
**  the  nelanefaoly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  CoL  Johk 
■•  Kaobk  Hvwasd,  of  IfatyUnd. 

"  Rtuimed,  That  the  Stateof  South  Carolinacan  ne:7er 
*■  faBVet  the  dMtingiiiahed  aernecs  of  the  deceased. 

"  mmhtdt  Th»t  the  Goremor  be  requested  to  trans. 
**  DBit  a  oopy  of  these  proeeediogs  to  the  Governor  of 
"*  MaiylBB^  and  to  the  lamUy  of  the  late  C<d.  Howasd."] 
Id  ^t^king  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  erf*  the  Ar- 
my, during  the  Revolution,  gentlemen  have  fallen  into 
aome  mistakes  which  I  find  myself  called  upon  to  correct. 
It  is  a  nustake,  nr,  to  suppose  that  Fort  Moultrie  was  de- 
fcndcd  without  the  aid  «  rwular  troops  t  or,  tliat  the 
battle- of  the  Cowpeos  was  fought  entirely  by  militia: 
▲nd  it  is  a  still  greater  mistake  to  suppose  that  General 
lasKoln  Gurrem&red  Charleston  without  a  blow.  .Sir,  I 
cannot,  at  this  late  hour     the  day,  detain  the  Senate  by 
peiim^  through  the  brilliant  events  <tf  the  Southern  cam- 
paign^  bat  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in 
wnmestioB  of  General  Lincoln.   With  reject  to  the  de* 
lace  of  Charieston,  I  fesriessly  sssert,  that  it  was  one  of 
most  gaUaot,  persevering,  and  skUful  defences  made 
daring  the  wai^— hardly  surnissed  by  any  to  be  found  in 
the  records  of  modem  warnre  {  and  that,  whatever  may 
hare  been  the  prudence  of  undertaking  it,  the  manner 
ia  whidt  it  was  conducted  conferred  gr^  honor  oo  all 
caBcetned.    So  ftr  from  Charleston  having  been  sorreo- 
dend  **  almost  without  firing  a  gun,**  a  renstanee,  neariy 
hopeless  from  the  beginning,  was  protracted  from  the  1st 
«f  April  to  the  13th  of  Hay,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
Kense  aipenority  of  the  enemy,  in  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  tbeir  troopa,  in  the  possession  of  the  whole  har- 
bor, and  the  complete  investment  of  the  place  by  land 
sad  water.    It  is  stated,  ar,  by  the  Teq>ectable  histwtan 
bciaieB^  (Uirriial^  in  bis  life  of  Waitui^fbnv]  that 
Cfaflesloa  was  *'obstinateIj;definided{''  and  that  the 
oqr  was  not  surrendered  until  the  rituation  of  the  gsrri- 
aoo  had  become  perfectly  "  desperate."   The  beriegers, 
we  are  told,  bad  completed  their  third  parallel,  sdvanced 
their  works  in  front  or  that  parallel,  pushed  a  double  sap 
to  the  iaaide  of  tbeoMofMi,  and  spproached  within  twenty 
yaids  of  the  Ankoican  works,    llie  garrison,  consisting 
«f  about  2000  r^;u1srs  and  militia,  fatigued  and  worn 
out  vitb  constant  duty,  was  too  weak  to  man  the  lineis 
nearif  three  miles  in  extent  (  "  their  shot  was  nearly  ex- 
•*  pende^  and  their  provinons  of  bread  and  meat,  witli 
"  the  exception  of  a  few  cowa,  entireljr  consumed."  In 
diis  sitoatiof^  when  General  De  Portail,  a  skilful  enp- 
aeer,  had  declared,  what,  indeed,  was  by  that  time  man- 
ifest to  ereiy  one,  that  the  place  could  no  longer  be  de> 
feoieif  and  tbst  the  asaaulti^  for  which  preparations  were 
An  flMlioK  eould  not  poaubly  be  reaisted  ;  then,  and 
MTllBtiltteib  was  the  capitulation  signed.    Nor  cotild 
At  taeatr  boast  at  a  bloodless  victory.    The  British  loss 
■H  XS  men  kilted  and  wounded :  a  loss  about  equal  to 
wova. 


In  endeavoring,  Mr.  President,  to  do  justice  to  the 
conduct  of  the  regular  Army,  let  it  not  b*  supposed  I 
would  do  injustice  to  the  militia :  Sir,  I  would  not  if  I 
ctHild  {  and,  thank  God,  I  could  not  if  I  would  detract 
from  tiieir  exalted  merits  in  the  same  contest.  They  did 
an  that  irregular  troops  could  do.  They  acliieved  much— 
and  they  suffered  more.  Habiov,  **tbe  Old  Fox "  of 
the  South,  and  Smfrn,  its  "  Game  Coefc,**  (nsmeswon 
by  their  skill  and  valor  from  a  reluctant  enemy,)  and 
PicKEHB  too,  mr,  whose  valor  led  him  to  perform  heroic 
deeds,  which  his  modesty  almost  blushed  ti  acknow- 
ledge, and  Bbkldt,  and  Cakpskli,  and  many  others 
whom  I  could  name — all,  all  justly  entitled  themselves 
to  the  lasting  gittitode  of  thdr  ooontiymen.  I'hey  kept 
up  the  spirit  m  reastance  among  the  People,  at  a  time 
when  the  State  was  overrun  by  the  enemy.  They  kept 
hope  alive,  and  cherished  that  sacred  fire  which,  on  the 
arrival  of  Greene  with  hia  army,  blazed  out  into  a  fierce 
and  consuming  flame,  which  drew  baek,  and  fiiudly  de. 
stroyed  the  enemies  of  our  country.  But,  rir,  if  these 
gallant  men  were  now  here,  and  they  were  called  upon 
to  explain  the  different  parts  perfivmed  b^  the  n^tia 
and  the  regulars,  in  the  memorable  Campaign  of  1781, 
they  wooli  dteU  you  (or  I  have  read  the  history  of  the  Re- 
volution in  vun)  that  without  the  Army  of  Gen.  Greene, 
the  victory  could  not  have  been  achieved :  that  the  re- 
gular Arm^,  being  constantly  in  the  field,  served  as  a 
rallying  point  for  the  militia,  and  afforded  them  the  means 
of  acting  with  cfi^t  agmst  the  common  enemy.  If 
those  men  were  now  here  to  dedde  the  question  now 
before  this  House,  to  determine  whether  Uie  surviidng 
officers  of  the  Army,  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
are  not  peculiarly  entitled  to  an  honorable  provision  for 
their  old  age— my  life  upon  it,  sir,  they  would  be  found, 
Kke  the  venerabfe  Senator  from  Uaiyland,  the  warmest 
advocates  of  this  bill.  But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  having 
dwelt  so  long  on  this  topic.  I  have  been  led  away  by 
the  desire  to  do  justice  to  those  whose  merits  have  not, 
I  think,  been  sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  gentiemen 
on  die  other  nde.  These  gentlemen  further  tell  us,  they 
can  discover  no  difference  between  the  claims  of  tiie  offi- 
cers and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution :  Nay,  one 
Senator  insist^  that  the  merit  of  the  soldiers  was  the 
greater.  Sir,  this  was  certainly  not  the  of^ion  of  Gen. 
Washington,  when  he  recommended  the  case  oT  hb  offi- 
cers to  the  tpeektl  conuderation  of  Congress.  It  most 
assuredly  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  Congress  which 
held  out  to  these  officers  the  promise  of  half  pay  for  life, 
whilst  no  such  provision  was  made  for  the  soldiers.  I  am 
not  at  all  di^XMcd  to  undervalue  the  service,  or  depre- 
ciate the  ehuacter^  the  private  soldien  of  the  regular 
Army;  but  I  have  slwsys  supposed  it  to  be  tiniversaUy 
admitted,  that  they  do  not  stand  exactly  on  a  fbottng  with 
their  officers.  There  is,  doubtless,  great  merit  in  the 
Uthfiil  performance  of  the  duties,  even  of  a  private  sol- 
dier. But  an  army,  without  skilful  and  experienced  com-  - 
manders,  would  be  s  body  without  a  bead.  The  rank 
and  file  of  an  army  constitute,  it  is  true,  the  great  moral 
machine  by  which  Empires  may  be  ov^hrown,  and  Re- 
publics may  be  saved :  but  the  officers  are  the  living 
prindple  which  puts  tiiat  machine  into  harmonious  ana 
succeBsful  opemtjon.  it  is  on  this  ground  vou  establiah 
ranks,  graduate  pay,  and  organize  Uie  whole  machinery 
of  an  army ;  and  in  no  other  way  can  your  troops  be 
brought  to  cope  in  the  field,  with  the  veterans  of  Europe. 
Without  enterii^into  a  comparison  of  the  reflective 
merits  of  these  officers  and  the  soldiery  (a  comparison 
somewhat  invidious,  and  certainly  not  adled  for  by  tfie 
OGCSuon,]  there  are,  as  &r  as  relates  to  this  qneationy 
one  or  two  points  of  discrimination  to  whicli  t  would  now 
advert.  The  half  pay  for  life,  the  bendils  of  which  have 
certainly  not  been  reiuixcdi  was  promised  to  the  officer^ 
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^od,  therefore  all  the  claiina,  whether  they  be  con^ered 
u  founded  on  contract,  on  strict  jtutice,  or  on  liberality, 
which  arise  out  of  that  ctipuktion,  belong  excliulyely  to 
tbem.  A  provision,  too,  has  already  been  made  for  the 
soldiers,  fuX  liberal,  and  exactly  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion. I  mean,  sir,  the  pennon  law,  by  which  every  sol- 
dier, whose  intuation  requires  pecuniuy  assistance,  is  en- 
to  eight  doUan  a  month,  e<jual  to  full  pay  for  life. 
Mow,  sir,  besides  that  the  provision  made  tor  the  offi- 
cers, by  that  law,  is  much  less  liberal  in  itv  amount,  it  is 
expressly  on  the  ground,  that  it  is  not  appropriate  to  the 
condition,  the  feeling*,  and  the  character  of  these  offi- 
cer^ that  the  distinction  rests  between  them  and  the  sol- 
diers. It  is  surely  needleiB  Ibr  me  to  remind  luch  an  as- 
sembly as  this,  tlut  the  habits  and  sentiments  which  are 
cherished  and  properly  belong  to  men  moving  in  one 
sphere  of  action,  difier  very  materially  from  those  which 
belong  to  a  different  sphere :  in  shor^  that  a  private  sol- 
dier, of  the  regular  army,  may,  without  doing  violence 
to  his  feelings,  accept  of  your  bounty  on  terms  whicli 
would,  in  many  cases,  be  deemed  disreputable  to  the 
officer,  or  which  might  at  least  require  a  sacrifice  of  feel> 
ing  which  he  would  be  unwilling  to  make.  Sir,  the  offi- 
cers, whose  ease  is  now  before  the  Senate,  though  most 
of  them  are  "  poor  and  destitute,"  are  too  proud  to  be- 
come your  pensioners.  It  is  an  honorable  pride,  and 
God  forbid  that  we  should  condemn  it:  But,  if  they  are 
to  be  condemned,  let  him  **  who  is  without  this  un 
amongst  us,  cast  tlic  6rBt  ^one." 

But  though,  from  these  views  of  the  subject,  I  have 
■atisfied  my  own  mind  that  adequate  pronsion  ought  to 
be  made  for  the  petitioners,  yet  I  am  not  satisfied  to  put 
that  provision  on  the  ground  assumed  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee— the  ground  of  contract  The  gentlemen 
have  told  us  that  in  the  commutation  of  the  half  pay 
for  life  for  five  yean  fidl  pa^,  and  the  proceedings  under 
it,  the  legal  ririits  of  the  petitionetshaTeDeen  violated  ijthat 
they  have  in  net  been  wvested  of  their  property  without 
their  consent,.express  or  implied,  and  that  therefore  they 
liave  a  tegal  claim  to  redress.  Tlie  amount  of  9  1, 100,- 
000,  with  which  the  Committee  moved  to  611  the  blank  in 
this  bill,  was  the  result  of  a  calculation  founded  on  that 
view  of  the  subject ;  and  therefore  not  being  able  to 
bring  my  mind  to  acquiesce  in  tlie  reasoning  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  felt  myself  reluctantly  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  proposition.  It  appears  to  my  mind  too  clear 
to  admit  of  doubt  that  if  the  principles  contended  for 
by  the  gentlemen  be  correct,  then,  not  only  the  230  sur- 
vivors, whose  case  is  now  befbre  you,  are  entitled  to  re- 
<lres8,  but  the  legal  representatives  of  the  2,  400  oflScera, 
who  were  alive  at  the  time  the  commutation  was  effected, 
stand  precisely  in  tlie  same  situation,  and  you  are  bound  to 
provioefiir  them  in  the  same  manner  you  may  provide  for 
the  survirors,  and  that  you  are  bound,  accoraing  to  a  cal- 
culation I  have  made  on  the  subject,  to  appropriate  up- 
wards of  eleven  millions  of  dolUrs  to  satisfy  these  claims. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  say  that  if  we  are  convinced  of  the 
legal  rieht  of  the  petitioners  we  ought  to  refuse  them 
justice,  because  on  the  same  principle  you  must  at  some 
future  and  no  distant  period,  do  equal  justice,  and  at  a 
much  greater  expense,  to  others  Btaraingin  the  same  pre- 
dicament t  but  I  will  say,  that  believing  the  consequence 
of  adopting  the  reasoning  of  the  Comnuttee  to  be,  that 
it  must  inevitably  draw  out  of  the  Treasury  a  sum  ten 
times  as  great  as  that  now  proposed  to  be  appropriated, 
it  becomes  us  to  be  extremely  careful  in  sanctioning  that 
reasoning.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  the  reasons 
which  have  compelled  me  to  withhold  my  assent  from 
the  pontioni  laid  down  by  the  Committee.  It  is  suffi- 
(^ent,  at  this  time,  to  say  that,  not  being  convinced,  I,have 
been  unable  to  go  along  with  my  friends  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  petitioners  have  a  legal  right  to  the  money 
proposed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill.  But  1  shall  not  there 


fore  abandon  their  enise.  DecauM  1  do  not  adnnt  thai 
the  officers  of  the  Revolution  have  a  legal  claim  on  thfe 
country,  founded  on  contract,  I  do  not  Uierefore  admH 
that  they  have  no  claim  which  we  can  recognize-  Slf^ 
they  have  a  claim  on  our  justice  and  Ubenlify  which  I  Hll 
ready  to  acknowledge  and  vnlling  to  satisfy. 

We  have  provided  by  the  Pennon  Law  for  certain 
chases  of  claimant^  and  I  mm  willing,  by  an  extennon, 
or  rather  a  modification,  of  the  principle  of  that  law,  to 
extend  relief  to  another  class.  Instead  of  giving  to  these 
petitioners  half  pay,  or  even  fiiU  pay,  for  the  few  remain- 
ing years  tliey  have  to  Uve,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  p^- 
ing  them  a  fiur  equivalent  in  hand.  The  sum  of 4800,000 
wul  give  an  average  to  eadi  of  these  officers  a  little 
more  than  93,000,  which  will  supply  their  present  ne- 
cessities, and  give  comfortlo  their  old  age.  This,  whidi 
IB  the  only  form  in  which  the  petitioners  will  consent  to  re- 
ceive your  bounty,  will,  while  it  will  be  acceptable  to 
them,  probably  cost  you  less  than  any  other  provision 
that  could  be  mtAe.  But,  «r,  we  have  been  told,  that 
if  He  cannot  grant  the  petitioners  relief  on  the  grotind 
of  contract,  we  cannot  ^nt  It  at  all,  because  it  is  on  tbhi 
g^und  only  they  have  pat  thetr  claims.  In  this  respect, 
sir,  I  differ  from  honoraole  gentlemen.  I  cannot  consent 
to  apply  technical  rules  to  a  case  like  the  present.  I  mil 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  apply  the  beat 
remedy  in  my  power  to  the  evil.  The  petitionen  do, 
indeed,  tell  us  that  they  came  here  not  as  *<  applicants 
for  charity,"  but  seeking  the  satisfaction  of  a  just  claim : 
But,  sir,  they  also  infcBin  ua  that  they  are  the  scattered 
remnant  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution—^*  that  most 
of  them  are  poor  and  destitute" — that  they  present  their 
claim  *'  to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  tneir  country.'' 
They  state  that,  **in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Government,  many  of  them  are  almost  dependent  on 
chari^" — that  they  are  laboring  "  under  the  bodily  infirm- 
ities incident  to  age,  and  are  also  destitute  of  the  means 
of  a  decent  and  comfbrtable  support and  presenting 
themselves  before  you — **  submit  their  whole  case,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  to  your  connderation."  It  was, 
Mr.  President,  in  contemplation  of  a  scene  like  this,  that 
Washington  decUred,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  *'  that  if 
the  officers  of  his  army  were  to  grow  old  in  porerty, 
wretchedness  and  contempt,  then  would  he  mfise  a 
tale  which  would  embitter  every  moment  of  hia  fature 
days."  Sir,  gratitude  is  due  to  Heaven  that  the  Father 
of  his  coimtty  bad  not  his  days  thus  embittered,  but  if  he 
had  lived  to  this  hour,  and  these  petitioners  are  to  be 
sent  away  from  your  doors,  he  would  have  hved  to  remlixe 
that  tale,  which  would  have  embittered  crety  remaining 
moment  of  bis  life,  and  have  left  liira  no  peace  but  in  the 
grave. 

Tbi%  then,  Mr.  President  is  the  whole  ease  of  the 
petitioners.  Here  are  a  few  tS  the  leaden  of  the  Revo- 
lution, a  gallant  remnant  of  a  ruined  band  Kngering  on 
the  veige  of  the  grave.  Tliey  are  the  men  to  whom, 
under  Heaven,  you  are  cbiefiy  indebted  for  the  liberties 
you  enjoy,  and  the  unnumbered  blessings  which  flow 
from  tliat  source.  They  come  to  the  representatives  of 
the  People  of  the  Umted  States*  in  the  evening  of  their 
days,  and  in  the  Winter  of  their  fortunes,  and  say:  "  yaa 
"  made  with  us,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  a  hard 
"  bai^n  (and  hard  indeed  it  wai^  when,  as  has  been 
*'  shewn  by  the  committee,  a  captain  received  only  %  480, 
"  in  lieu  rf  half  pay  for  life,)  to  which  our  poverty  and 
"  not  our  will  consented.  Wc  have  submitted  to  the 
"  terms  of  that  contract,  ui^ust  uid  unequal  as  it  wa% 
**  while  health  and  strength  were  left  us  to  provide  for 
"  our  wants.  Bat  now,  when  worn  down  by  age  and  in- 
"  firmilies,  and  hovering  over  the  borders  of  the  grave, 
"  we  come  to  you,  the  guardians  not  onl/  of  the  money 
*'  but  of  the  character  of  the  country,  and  submit  our 
"case  to  your  consideration."   Sir,  they  disdain,  it  is 
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tme,  to  present  themsefres  tn  the  ittUude  of  mere 
ftppQcants  for  chxrity.  They  will  not  consent  to  ex- 
hibit to  the  world,  in  their  persons,  the  humiliating, 
the  degrmdxni*  spectacle  of  the  venerable  Fathers  of  the 
Berohition,  nobbling  on  their  crutches,  to  cast  them- 
selves  at  the  feet  of  their  children,  with  the  ebUe  i^btm 
Bdlimio  on  their  lips.  They  merely  nuke  known  their 
situation,  and  leare  the  rest  to  you.  They  show  you, 
by  the  most  incontestible  p^oo^^  that  the  hard  bai^in 
(which  you  were  constrained  to  mate  with  them  by  the 
condition  of  the  country,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
and  by  which  they  surrendered  to  yuu  ft  comfortable  pro- 
Tision  which  the  hiws  had  secured  to  them  for  life,)  nas, 
in  consequence  of  their  having  continued  to  Uve  to  this 
time,  operated  with  peculiar,  with  cruel  severity  upon 
them  ;  That  you  now  retain  in  your  treasury  a  sum  vastly 
gMter  than  that  which  it  is  proposed. to  grant,  which 
was  saved  to  the  f»>unttT  by  that  bargain,  and  which 
WIS  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  these  very  men.  Now, 
nr,  what  answer  can  you  make  to  such  an  appeal  as  this 
Can  man  doubt  that  to  teftise  these  petitionen  re* 
dresa  will  be  to  subject  the  Republic,  in  aA  after  times, 
to  the  ohai;ge  ofingratitude  ?  To  know,  Mr.  Prewdent, 
•what  answer  we  ou^ht  to  give  to  these  petitioners,  we 
bave  only  X»  inquire  what  is  due  to  the  petitioners  ^ 
What  10  due  to  the  country  >  What  is  due  to  ourselves 
M  the  repreaeoutives  of  a  higb>minded  aitd  magnani- 
mous Peo|^  f  Vty  feeKi^p  ai^  my  judgment  tell  me 
that  we  must  make  tuch  a  provinon  fbr  these  venerable 
men,  as  will  relieve  their  present  wants,  and  smooth  their 
path  to  the  tomb.  Less  than  this,  we  cannot  do  con- 
aistentfy  with  the  just  claims  of  the  petitioners,  and  the 
reasonable  expectations  of  the  public  j  and  for  my  own 
par^  however  others  may  act  on  this  occasion,  I  cannot 
coMent  to  thrust  these  aged  and  venerable  Fathers  of  the 
Bevdation  rudely  from  our  doors,  to  pass  tlie  ftw  brief 
mon^nts  that  may  rciitain  to  them  on  earth  in  poverty 
and  wretchedness— in  bitter  reflections  on  the  cruelty  of 
tbeir  fiUe,  and  spend  perhaps  their  latest  brenth  in  calling 
down  imprecafaonfl^  (O !  no,  sir,  that  is  impossible) — 
invoking  the  blesnng  of  Heaven,  on  an  ungrateful  coun- 
try. 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  svd,  that  the  bill  was  now  pre- 
sented to  him  in  s  new  aspect,  and  as  the  hour  was  too 
late  for  AirUicr  dUseusrioo,  he  would  more  an  adjourn- 
nenL 

WisnsDAT,  Harm  l!^  1828. 

BARRACKS  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  providing  for 
the  purchase  of  a  nte,  for  the  erection  of  barracks  there- 
on,  at  New  Orleans,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HARRISON  expbuiled  the  object  of  the  bill,  and 
read  several  letters  of  the  <luartermaster  General  upon 
the  subject.  It  was  proposed  to  build  barracks  for  four 
companies. 

Mr.  PARRIS  asked  the  Chaimtan  of  the  Mitlitary 
Committee  whether  it  tt-as  necesviiy  to  keep  so  largv 
a  force  as  four  companies  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  two  oompantes  were  gene- 
tally  staUoned  there,  but  the  number  was  now  four. 
But,  let  die  number  be  «hat  it  might,  the  expediency  of 
'  buildinr  barraeks  for  at  least  four  companies,  could  not 
be  doubted.  The  ntuatton  of  New  Orleans  seemed  to 
call  for  a  laiffe  militaiy  force.  There  vere  vast  num- 
bers of  ftffeigners  continually  in  the  city  \  great  numbers 
of  labndefb,  among  whom  were  a  lawless  banditti,  sail- 
on  and  negroes,  rended  in,  or  resorted  tn,  the  city,  and 
endangered  the  property  of  its'  inhabitants — while  a 
greater  quantity  of  preperty  deposited  by  other  indivi- 
duals than  citizens,  Ulan  in  any  other  place  in  the  Union, 
was  ahn^  Jeopurdized^  unless  secured  by  some  ade- 
quate means. 
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Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  tiiat  the  amount 
of  force  was  always  according  to  the  exigency  of  tlie 
time,  and  four  companies  might  generally  be  required 
at  New  Orleans.  Eight  companies  were  considered  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  as  necessaty  to  be  stationed  at 
that  post  Four  only  were  quartered  in  the  city,  and  the 
four  others  across  the  lake,  in  a  mure  healthy  porition. 
He  thought  it  needless  tat  Congress  to  interfere  in  the 
details  of  measures  taken  by  the  Department.  If  the 
War  Department  stationed  the  troops  as  it  judged  beat, 
it  was  not  requiute  for  Congress  to  tntemre.  There 
was  no  force  on  the  coast,  fitr  three  or  four  hundred 
nules,  and  these  troops  were  always  ready  to  be  detail- 
ed to  any  quarter  where  they.mignt  be  needed.  It  was 
a  central  position,  and  intelligence  of  any  emergency 
would  immediately  readi  New  Orleans.  It  was,  also, 
the  most  exposed  situation  in  the  country.  Tlxere  were 
always  about  4,000  sailors  in  the  harbor,  and  generally 
three  hundred  square  ri^ed  vessels.  Besides  these, 
there  was  always  a  great  number  of  Kentucky  boats  at 
the  wharves,  ai>d  thousands  of  pirates  and  renegadoes 
from  the  islands  resorted  there.  It  was  witliin  a  short 
time  that  the  papers  were  filled  with  accounts  of  at- 
tempts to  fire  the  ci^,  and  not  only  the  whole  police 
was  called  to  act,  but  a  military  guard  was  considered 
necessary  in  every  square.  'I'hey  had  already  seen  an 
attempt,  at  a  former  period,  at  an  insurrection  by  the 
numerous  black  popuLitton.  All  these  consideration)^ 
with  that  of  the  safety  of  public  property,  made  it  ne< 
eessary  to  station  four  companies  at  New  Orleans.  Tlie 
Government  would  lose  notliing  by  the  erection  of  the 
I»rr;tcks,  as  the  ground  on  which  the  former  buildings 
stooti,  sold  for  double  the  amount  which  the  proposed 
buildings  would  cost. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  the  United  States  but  a 
^ort  time  since  disposed  of  the  old  barracks  at  New 
Orleans,  as  was  understood,  because  the  place  was  too 
unhealthy  for  a  military  station.  Now  It  appeared,  that 
four  companies  were  necessary  to  protect  the  city  against 
sailors,  pirates,  KentucViuns,  and  negroes.  He  did  not 
know  why  this  protection  was  not  as  necessary  then,  as 
now  ;  and  he  wished  to  be  informed  why,  if  they  were 
sold  then,  tliey  should  be  built  again. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken, 
as  it  never  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Govtrriiment  tu 
withdraw  the  troops  from  New  Orleans.  The  barracks 
were  solil  on  other  considerations.  He  believed  no  gen- 
tleman  would  wish  to  have  troops  stationed  in  the  centre 
of  a  city.  When  those  buildmgs  were  erected.  New 
Orleans  was  under  a  despotic  Government,  and  they  were 
pUced  there,  not  to  defend,  but  to  control  it>  When  the 
city  became  a  part  of  tiiia  free  country,  it  was  nd  longer 

E roper  that  they  should  remwn.  As  to  the  size  of  the 
uildings,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  if  any  barracks 
were  necessary,  they  ought  to  be  Ixr^  enough  for  four 
comp;iniea.  The  city  was  a  resort  of  pirates  and  vaga- 
bonds,  and  was  generally  filled  with  strangers,  and  for 
tlie  protection  of  the  hxfgjt  amount  of  property^  dtef]«t* 
ed  tliere,  a  competent  force  ought  to  be  muntained. 

Mr.  PAURIS  disagreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  troops  in  the  city  to  de- 
fend it  fivra  internal  insurrection.  If  this  waa  to  be  the 
duty  of  our  troops  the  army  was  not  sufficiently  numer- 
ous. He  was  willing  to  vote  for  fortifications  to  defend 
the  const  and  the  harbora.  Be  had  supported  the  ap* 
propriation  for  the  works  at  Borataria.  But  he  did  not 
think  the  army  ought  to  be  detailed  to  carry  into  eflfcct 
municipal  regulations.  If  so,  the  same  kind  of  service 
might  be  claimed  by  the  other  cities.  It  was  also  woF' 
thy  consideration  that  the  troops,  carried  from  the  North- 
em  parts  of  the  countiy,  found  the  cUmate  fatal.  He 
was  wilting  to  vote  for  fortification^  in  which  bairacks 
I  would  neceraarily  be  ereciedi  and  where  the  troops 
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oiiRht  to  be  kept ;  but  was  unwilling  to  make  provision 
to  defend  IxHiinaiw  irem  evils  from  which  she  ought  to 
protect  herself. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  our  army  consisted  of  6,000 
men,  who  must  be  stationed  somewhere.  Wherever 
they  were  posted  they  must  be  sheltered,  and  he  thought 
the  imhealthiness  of  the  climate  at  New  Orleans  was  an 
additional  argument  in  favor  of  ihis  bill.  Experience 
had  shewn  that  the  erection  of  bamcks  was  economy, 
when  compared  to  the  expense  of  hiring  buildings. 
The  latter  had  been  practised  at  St.  Loiiis,  and  had  been 
found  to  be  very  expensive,  as  well  as  inconvenient.  It 
was  well  known  that  troops  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  dis 
tancc,  instead  of  being  mixed  up  with  the  population  of 
a  town.  Barracks  had  been  erected  at  St.  Louis,  and 
tiie  same  proviuon  was  now  asked  fbr  at  New  Orleana. 
It  was  not  for  the  Senate  now  to  inquire  whether  the 
troops  were  properly  stiitioned — that  duty  belonged  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ■,  and  if  be  chose  to 
station  four  conipanies  at  New  Orleans,  Congress  could 
not  do  less  than  provide  ban-acks  to  slu-lter  them.  He 
conudered  it  settled  ns  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, that  troops  should  be  stationed  at  New  Orleans. 
On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troopa,  several  yean  mnce,  the 
Goremment  was  petitioned  not  to  leave  tlie  city  desti- 
tute of  defence  i  and  the  reasons  given  were  'then  aatls- 
fiictory  to  his  mind  that  a  considerable  permanent  force 
was  required  at  that  point.  It  was  the  duty  «)f  the  Go- 
vernment to  provide  for  the  protection  of  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  this  was  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
most  defenceless,  and  the  most  exposed  to  cgiitingen- 
ciea  which  might  call  for  the  presence  of  military  force. 
There  was  no  proposition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
increase  or  dimuitsli  ihe  number  of  troops  stationed  at 
Kew  Orleans  i  but  to  erect  suitable  builuinga  for  thoae 
already  posted  there.  He  was  in  &vor  of  the  appro- 
priation, an  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  aty,  and  as  a 
matter  of  permanent  economy. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that,  whc 
iher  this  bill  passed  or  not,  it  would  not  affect  the  dispo-' 
sition  of  the  United  Slates'  troops.  They  had  been  sta 
tioncd  there  for  the  hut  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  re- 
jected, the  ofHcers  and  soldiers  would  be  kept,  as  the^ 
now  were,  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  very  inconveni- 
ently dispersed  &om  each  other.  Besides,  if  tliis  appro- 
priation was  refused,  the  sotdiclli  would  be  exposed  to  the 
yellow  fever,  hy^  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gen- 
tleman ttom  Maine  haid  mllen  into  a  great  error,  in  tuppos- 
ing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  withdraw 
the  troops  when  the  barracks  were  sold.  The  sale  was 
made  at  the  application  of  tlie  citicens — as  the  barracks 
occupied  a  part  of  the  city  which  was  convenient  for 
burineia  t  while,  higher  ufi  the  river,  vessels  could  not 
come  in  on  account  of  the  immense  batteries  which  de- 
fended the  land  from  the  IkiisslBsippi.  It  wjis  supposed 
that'tbe  sale  would  produce  a  sumcicnt  sum  to  build 
barracks  in  some  other  part  of  the  city,  less  valuable  fur 
commercial  purposes.  There  was  another  considera- 
tion in  fevor  of  erecting  barracks  capable  of  quartering 
lour  cpmpanies  at  least.  In  case  <^  actual  service,  thoy 
would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  serve  aa  a  hospital 
fbr  the  tick.  He  had  seen  a  hospiul  in  New  Orleans, 
eontainu^  800  sick,  chiefly  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
militia.  Another  error  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Parus]  had  fallen  into,  was  the  supposition  tliat 
the  troops  might  be  sUtioned  in  the  forts.  The  forts 
were  at  a  distuice,  and  bad  no  communication  with  Uie 
<aXf  )  hcRce  the  soldiery  intended  fbr  the  defence  and 
security  of  the  city,  would  be  of  no  service  there.  He 
could  not  doubt  that  the  various  considerations  in  fevor 
of  this  bill  would  ensure  a  &Torable  decidon  upon  it- 
Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  87.968 
dollan  t  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  to  be 
rngrosMd. 


RETOLUTIOlfART  OFFICERS- 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consderation  of  dw 
bill,  providing  fbr  certain  survinng  officers  of  (he  Revo- 
lutionary Army ;  the  motion  made  yeBterday  by  Mr. 
Hatni,  of  S.  C.  to  fill  the  blank  with  $800,000,  pending. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  that  the  surviving  officers  the  revo- 
lutionary armv  chUmed  the  performance  of  a  promise  of 
half  pay  for  life — made  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  Con* 
gress  of  October  31, 1780.  They  contended  that  tins 
promise  was  performed  only  in  part  by  the  coinmatatioa 
of  five  years  niD  pay,  which  was  subsequently  given  them 
as  an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  hfe ;  and  they  now 
ask  a  second  commutation  to  make  up  the  allef^  defi- 
ciency in  the  first.  The  committee  to  whom  this  subject 
was  referred,  has  made  a  report  in  conformity  to  the 
views  of  the  petitioners.  This  repot  aU^es  that  tiie 
commutation  of  fire  years  full  pay  given  to  these  offioers 
as  an  equivalentjFor  their  half  pay,  was  not  an  adequate 
compensation  for  it  (  and  that  there  is  now  due  to  them  a 
sum  equal  to  two  years  full  pay.  This  bill  makes  nrovitton 
for  th*  payment  of  that  sum.  If  the  view  which  the 
committee  has  taken  of  tiiia  subject  be  correct,  the  dsim 
of  these  officers  is  just,  and  ought  to  be  pakL  But  I  can- 
not yield  my  assent  to  tlie  correctness  <X  the  ftcti  oi 
which  the  committee  have  fbonded  their  opinions,  vt  to 
the  justness  of  lite  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn 
from  those  facts.  It  is  the  object  of  the  few  remarks 
which  1  am  about  to  make.to  state  the  reasons  which  have 
brought  me  to  a  result  on  this  question,  direcUy  the  re- 
verse of  that  to  which  the  committee  have  atrirad.  Hie 
officers  admit,  that  in  consequence  of  an  application  fWim 
them,  Congress  in  1783  offered  tbem  five  years  f\dl  ptjr 
as  a  commutation  for  their  half  pay  fbr  life — that  they  ac- 
cepted this  offer,  received  the  (mligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment (at  it  t  and  that  those  obligations  have  been  mnce 
paid.  But  they  contend  that  the  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment of  this  commutation  did  not  discharge  the  Govern- 
ment from  its  promise,  because,  as  they  aUege,  th^  did 
not  vbtuntarily  accept  this  commutation,  ma  that  it  wu 
not  an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  lot  life.  A  suffident 
attention  to  the  fiicta  will  show  that  both  these  assertions 
of  the  officers  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee are  unfbunded.  The  direct  evidence  of  avoluotaiy 
acceptance  of  the  comnmtation  by  th^  officers,  ia  of  the 
most  ctmcluttve  character.  The  officers  scdicited  a  ci»n' 
mutation  fer  their  half  pay.  When  five  years  fUl  piy 
was  offered  diem  as  a  cMnmutation,  they  acc^>ted  It 
This  direct  evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance,  (and -no 
evidence  could  be  more  conclunve,)  is  cnroboimted  by 
indirect  evidence  deserving  much  conudention.  The 
application  to  Congress  for  a  commutation,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  commutation  offered,  was  undoubtedly 
known  to  eTei7  oflicer  in  the  army.  It  was  a  aiU^ject  of 
great  interest  to  all,  and  must  luve  been  a  sidyect  of 
general  conversation  among  tbem.  It  is  impossible  to 
believe,  thai,  if  any  considerable  number  of  tne, officers 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  commutation  offered,  they 
would  not  have  remonstmted  against  it ;  and  placed  on 
the  records  of  Congress  some  evidence  of  their  belief 
that  injustice  was  done  them,  as  a  fiiundatioa  for  atirtnie 
application  fbr  redress.  There  is  no  endence,  or  even  a 
traditionary  rumor,  that  any  of  the  officers  were  dissatiS' 
fied  with  the  commutation  given  them.  It  seems  to  have 
been  at  the  time  ao  entirely  satisfactory  tbat  not  a  single 
murmur  of  dissatisfaction  was  heard.  For  the  next  twen- 
fV4even  years,  no  eooplaint  was  beard  from  any  one  of 
this  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  oScen^  who  bad  ae> ' 
cepted  this  commutation,  that  it  was  not  a  fiur  e^ulva^ 
lent  fbr  their  half  pay,  or  that  their  acceptance  of  it  was 
not  Toluntary.  On  what  known  principle  of  human  ac. 
tion  are  we  to  account  for  this  long  silence,  and  the  delay 
of  these  officers  in  asserting  their  claims  if  they  bad  be- 
lieved tbem  to  be  well  founded  ?  I  caofind  noaatiiactofy 
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reaaon  conoktent  «itb  the  justice  of  their  claims.  Du< 
riof  all  tbu  time,  this  Goremment  was  administered  by 
lb€ir  wannest  fiiends,  by  their  compatriots  in  the  revo- 
hitionary  itruggle ;  by  men  whom  tliey  well  knew  would 
readily  listen  to  their  complaints,  and  promptly  redress 
their  injuries.  These  circunutancea  establish  the  &ct, 
that  the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  oT  five  years  full 
pay  as  an  eqturalent  fbr  the  half  pay  for  life,  was  not  only 
TiMootaiy  but  satis&ctoT^',  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt. 
It  has  been  swd  that  the  acceptance  of  this  commutation 
by  the  officers,  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  free  and  volun- 
tu^  act,  because  Congress  required  only  the  assent  of  a 
■najorfty  of  the  several  State  Imes  of  the  army.  And  it 
■eems  to  be  inferred  that  Congress  intended  by  this  means 
to  compel  Uie  younger  officers  to  accept  as  a  commuta- 
tion for  their  half  pay,  what  was  not  in  value  an  equiva* 
lent  for  it.  This  »  a  verv  weighty  charge  agunst  a  body 
of  men  whom  we  have  oeen  accustomed  to  revere  as 
amon^  the  wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  conducted  the 
great  mterests  of  our  country.  The  cliarge,  if  well  found- 
ed, must  conagn  their  names  to  in&my.  But  it  is  not 
well  founded.  Tbey  are  not  justly  liable  to  this  imputa- 
tion. llirirmotiTe%  in  relation  to  this  olTer  of  a  commu- 
tation far  half  pay  to  the  revolutionaiy  officers,  were  fair, 
and  th^  conduct  just  and  honorable.  Tlie  unworthy 
•oqMcioM  to  which  I  have  referred,  must  have  arisen 
from  a  nusnpprehension  of  the  motives  which  induced 
Congress  to  require  tlie  assent  of  the  ofBccrs  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  commutation  offered  hy  majorities  of 
their  respeetiTC  lines.  The  circumstances  disclose  saUs- 
fiwtorily  what  these  motives  werft.  The  officers  had  so- 
licited a  commutation  or  payment  of  a  gross  sum  in  cx- 
ohange  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  which  had  been  promis- 
ed them.  Congress  was  willing  to  yield  to  their  solicita- 
tions^ but  it  was  found  difficult  to  efi'ect  this  object,  with- 
out ezpusng  the  one  party  or  the  other  to  injustice.  Th<> 
ralue  the  half  pay  of  no  two  of  tliese  omcers  was  the 
tame ;  and  it  was  imjiracticiUile  to  apportion  the  commu- 
tation to  each  individual  case.  Tlie  officov  os  well  aa 
Congress^  were  satisfied  Out  a  commutation  could  be  ef- 
fected only  by  fixing  upon  an  average  value  of  tlie  half 
pay  of  all  the  officers.  This  would  secure  the  officers, 
as  a  body,  tgminst  injustice,  but  it  would  not  secnre  the 
Goremment  ;  because  if  Congress  offered  this  average 
vahie  ai  a  commutation,  without  an  assurance  that  a  con- 
Mdeiable  pwtion  of  the  officers  would  accept  it,  ic  might 
happen  tbat  only  the  old  officers,  or  tiiose  whose  consti- 
tutions were  broken  by  diseases  or  wounds,  would  accept 
it.  These  persons  would  have  received  a  commutation  far 
beyond  what,  in  justice,  they  were  entitled  to.  To  guard 
aninst  this  injustice  to  the  public.  Congress  said  to  tlie 
officers,  we  will  give  you  five  years  full  pay,  a  fair  average 
Tahie  jrour  half  pay  for  life,  if  so  considerable  a  por- 
tion of  you  wiD  consent  to  araept  it  as  will  afford  a  reason- 
able asBorance  that  no  coiwderable  injustice  will  result 
to  the  public  from  our  offer.  This  was  the  sole  motive 
wbid)  induced  Congress  to  annex  to  their  offer  the  con- 
dition that  the  officers  should  decide  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  commutation,  by  majorities  in  tiieir  respective 
Knes.  The  ctmitition  on  which  the  offer  was  made,  was 
jost  and  reasonable.  Its  object  was  to  guard  against  in- 
jiHtiee,  and  not  to  do  injiistice.  No  possible  injustice 
could  result  to  the  officers  from  this  condition.  It  im- 
paired none  of  the  rights  of  tiie  minority  who  should  not 
see  fit  to  accept  the  commutation.  It  was  not  comptil. 
sory,  nor  did  it  impose  either  forfeiture  or  penalty  upon 
those  who  should  reject  the  offer.  Their  promise  of  liatl 
pay  for  life  remained  equally  obligatory  upon  the  Govern. 
ment  as  before  ;  and  Congress  rcnudned  bound  to  pro* 
fide,  and  undoubtedly  would  have  provided  for  its  pay- 
ment. All  the  evidence  we  have  on  this  subject,  leads 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  officers  accepted  the  commuta. 
tion,  not  because  tiiey  were  compelled  to  accept  it,  but 


bccatise  tliey  believed  it  to  be  an  advantage  to  tlicm. 
This  is  evident  from  the  admitted  fact  Oiat  they  readily 
and  generally,  if  not  unanimously,  accepted  it.  The 
committee  tell  us  that  majorities  in  the  lines  of  nine 
States  accepted  the  commutation.  How  large  those  ma- 
jorities were,  dops  not  appear ;  thai  thry  included  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  officers,  is  fairly  presumable  from  the  con- 
sideration that  all  did  actually  accept  the  commutation  t 
and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  objections  were 
made  to  its  acceplance.  The  officers  of  tiie  four  remain- 
ing States  never  acted  by  lines  on  the  question  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  commutation.  They  acted  individually  On 
this  question,  and  every  one  of  them,  the  .young  as  well 
as  the  old,  with  the  knowledge  that  they  were  at  liberty, 
each  one  for  himself,  to  accept  or  reject  tlie  commutation, 
did  accept  it.  Can  evidence  of  a  voluntaiy  acceptance 
of  the  commutation,  more  concluuve  than  this,  be  offer- 
ed ?  It  is  believed  to  be  impossible.  Yet,  in  the  fiicc  of 
all  this  evidence  of  the  voluntat^-  acceptance  of  the  com- 
mutation of  five  years  full  pay,  in  exchange  for  half  pay 
for  life,  by  at  li-ast  more  than  three-fourths,  if  not  all 
these  officers,  this  bill  provides  a  second  commutation  fir 
all  tiie  revolutioitaiy  omcen^  without  discrimination.  I 
should  be  ^lad  to  know  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill»  on 
what  principle  it  is  tiiat  those  officers  who  solicited  tiie 
commutation  for  their  half  pay,  who  voluntarily  and  indi- 
vidually, each  man  actin{;  for  liimscif,  accepted  it,  believ* 
ing  it  to  be  a  fair  equivalent  fur  that  half  pay,  is  now  to 
receive  a  second  commutation.  It  certainly  cannot  be  on 
the  ground  either  of  legal  or  equitable  obligation,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  said.  It  has  been  said 
that  although  circumstances  induced  the  officers  to  re- 
ceive this  commutation  vohtntanly,  yet  if  it  was  not  an 
equivalent  for  the  half  pay  yielded  up  in  exchange  for 
it,  the  Government  remains  under  an  equitable  obligation 
to  give  them  an  additional  commutation  to  make  good  the 
deficiency. 

The  advocates  of  the  bill  have  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  commutation  of  fire  years  full  pay  was  not  eqtilvalent 
in  value  to  the  half  pay  for  hfb  which  was  surrendered 
in  exchange  for  it.  i'htir  arguments  on  this  point  are 
entirely  fotinded  upon  a  mistaken  aiisiimptlon  of  facts. 
They  assume  it  as  a  f.ict  that  the  average  nge  of  the  re- 
vohittonary  officers,  at  the  tcrmina'ion  of  the  war,  did 
not  exceed  thirty  yc^n.  Most  of  these  officers  had  been 
in  the  service  from  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Tlie 
field  officers  generally,  and  many  of  tiie  subalterns,  were 
over  thirty  years  of  ag«,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
They  had  ubtuined  a  character  and  standing  in  llic  com- 
munity by  having  taken  ar.  active  yzn  in  stirring  up  the 
I'eople  to  a  resistance  of  the  unjust  claims  of  Great 
nriiain  for  several  years  previous  to  the  war.  Such  men 
as  had  thus  acquired  the  public  confidence  were  gene- 
rally the  men  who  received  commissions  in  the  army. 
None  others  in  times  like  those  could  have  induced  citi- 
zens  to  fly  to  the  standard  of  their  country,  from  p.atriotic 
motives  to  enlist  under  them.  1  can  spealc  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fit-Id  ofhcers  of  the  New  Hampshire 
line,  many  of  whom  I  knew  subsequently  to  the  war,  of 
whom  there  were  none  under  forty,  and  several  of  them 
were  over  liAy  years  of  age,  at  the  close  of  tiie  war. 
The  advocates  of  the  bill  assume  it  as  an  unquestionable 
fact,  that  the  probable  duration  of  life  at  thirty  years  of 
age  is  fourteen  years.  Now  it  is  very  obvious,  that  no 
general  nde  of  this  kind  can  be  correct,  as  applicable  to 
all  countries.  I'he  probable  duration  of  life  at  any  givcq 
age  must  in  all  countries  depend  upon  the  salubrity  of 
tlie  climate,  the  habits  of  the  people,  the  state  of  society, 
and  many  other  circumatancca.  These  will  not  be  fuuml 
to  be  alike  in  any  two  cotmtrics.  The  calculation  that 
the  average  duration  of  life  at  thirty  years  of  age  is  four- 
teen years  is  not  derived  from  actual  observation  of  (he 
duration  of  life  in  the  United  States  }  but  in  England^  a 
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country  not  more  salubriouB  than  many  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  but  believed  to  have  a  more  salubrious  climate 
than  the  United  Sbttes.  having  regard  to  an  avenge  of 
its  extensive  territory^,  the  annuily  tables  found  in  Price 
and  otlier  English  writers,  were  taken  from  actual  obser- 
vation of  the  duration  of  human  life  in  that  country,  and 
are  constructed  an  a  guide  to  those  who  are  intei-ested 
in  life  annuities  in  that  country,  in  which  there  is  a  vast 
amount  of  property  so  invested.    They  arc,  no  doubt, 

firetty  correct  generally,  as  to  the  probable  duration  of 
ife,  as  to  those  persons  who  have  been  employed  in  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  have  been  exposed  only 
to  the  common  causes  of  disease,  nr  of  injury  to  ihe  consti- 
tiition.    The  advocates  of  this  bill  profess  to  adopt  tlie 
calcuktions  of  Dr.  Price  of  the  vuliic  of  annuities  for 
life,  as  the  foundation  of  their  calculation  of  the  value  of 
the  half  \)ay  for  life  promised  to  the  revolutionary  ofR- 
cers.    There  can  be  no  objection  lo  tills  authority,  so 
fur  as  it  is  applicable  to  our  coui)lr;i',  and  to  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case.    I'he  work  of  Price  was  published 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  as  well  known  to 
'  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  advocate  of  the  revolutiunar}' 
officers,  to  the  members  of  Congress,  and  to  many  of  these 
officers,  as  it  is  now  to  us.    I'licre  is  no  doubt  tiiat  it  was 
the  standard  by  which  the  value  of  the  half  pay  of  these 
officers  was  calculated^  making  allowance  for  all  those 
circumstances  which  applied  to  this  particular  case.  The 
advocates  of  the,  bill  proceed  to  assume  another  essential 
fact,  in  direct  opposition,  not  »nly  to  probability,  but  to 
evidence  furnished  by  themselves.    They  contend  that 
the  probable  duration  of  the  lives  of  these  officei-s  «*aB 
as  great  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  persons  of  the 
ftame  age  in  Enjgland  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  urdi- 
liar)'  pursuits  ot  civil  life.    This  will  appear  to  be  utterly 
improbiible  when  we  recollect  that  the  officers  had  seen 
seven  years  service  in  an  army  which  had  endured  more 
hardship,  privation,  and  suffering,  than  is  usual  to  a  situ- 
:itiun  always  unfavorable  to  health,  and  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  many  of  them  were  broken  by  the  effects  of 
wounds  and  diseases.    But  the  advocates  of  the  bill  have 
lurnislied  us  with  evidence  on  tiiis  point,  which  must 
put  this  question  at  rest  for  ever.    They  inform  us  that 
at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  there  were  more 
than  two  thonsand  four  hundred  officers  in  the  army  en- 
titled to  half  pay,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  these 
officers  now  living  is  only  two  hundred  and  thirty.  Now 
it  appears  fram  the  North  Hampton  tables  given  by  Dr. 
Price,  to  which  the  advocates  a4'  the  bill  refer  us  ns  the 
ground  of  ^  thur  calculations  on  this  subject,  that,  of 
four  thousand  three  luindred  and  eighty  Ave  persona  liv- 
ing at  tlie  age  of  thirty,  nine  hundred  and  twelve  lived 
To  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  which  would  liave  been 
tlic  average  age  of  the  revolutionary  officers,  according 
to  the  calculations  of  the  committee,  had  tliev  lived  to 
the  present  time.  Upon  making  a  calculation  lipon  these 
<tata»  it  will  he  found  Uiat,  if  the  officers  had  at  the  close 
of  the  war  an  equal  cliance  of  duration  of  life,  with  an 
-  equal  number  of  persons  in  England  of  the  age  of  thir- 
ty, who  had  been  previously  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  civil  life,  we  should  Iwve  found  more  than  five 
hundred,  instead  of  two  hundred  and  thiity  of  them  now 
ftlire.    1  take  the  facts  furnished  by  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  and  apply  tbem  to  the  rules  which  they  ^ve  ns,  as 
entitled  to  our  fullest  confidence,  and  the  restut  to  which 
they  bring  us,  is  directly  the  revene  of  that  to  which  tlie 
committee  arrive. 

Tlie  committee  have  fallen  into  an  error 'm  giving  us 
from  Dr.  Price's  tables  the  present  value  of  the  half  pay 
for  life  of  these  officers,  on  the  supposition  that  their  av- 
erage age  did  not  exceed  thirty  years.  They  have  told 
us  that  the  present  value  of  an  annuity,  ur  half  pay  for 
life,  tiS  a  person  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  according  to 
tlte  North  Hampton  tables  given  us  by  Dr.  Price,  is  a  sum 


equal  to  fourteen  times  the  amount  of  one  annual 
ment  nf  such  annuity.    The  committee  have  certaiiuy 
misapprehended  Dr.  Price— he  nvea  do  audi  rule.  The 
North  Hampton  table  upon  vhldi  he  relies,  mi  makes 
his  calculatKMis,  gives  the  present  value  of  an  annuity  for 
life,  for  a  person  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  as  only  equal 
to  a  sum  amounting  to  about  eleven  and  seven>tenths  the 
amount  of  one  annual  payment  of  such  annuity.  Tliia 
rule,  applied  to  the  value  of  the  half  pay  for  life  rf  these 
officers,  would  give  as  its  equivalent,  five  years  and  a 
small  fraction  over  nine  months  full  pay,  and  no  more.  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  this-focl,  since  1  have  this  table  tww 
before  me.    Here  is  then  another  souree  of  error  into 
which  the  advocates  of  this  bill  hax*e  fiillen,  which,  when 
correcled,  strikes  off  at  once  five-eighths  of  the  claim  of 
these  officers.   1  will  for  a  moment  atlvert  to  one  otiter 
source  of  error  of  conwderable  magnitude,  into  which 
those  whose  opinions  I  am  combatting,  have  &llen.  The 
ubles  of  ubseivations  of  the  duration  of  life,  from  whidi 
they  have  calculated  the  value  of  the  half  pay  of  these 
officers,  includes  botli  sexes.    Now  it  is  a  well  cstabliiJi- 
ed  fact,  tlwt  the  aver^  duration  of  the  lives  of  females 
is  greater  than  that  of  males.    From  records  of  life  an- 
nuities kept  in  Holhind,  for  one  humlred  and  twenty-five 
years,  it  appears  that  of  an  equal  number  of  male  and 
females^  the  average  duration  of  the  lives  of  the  females 
was  ir.oK  than  two  years  longer  than  that     tlie  males* 
'  Observations  which  have  been  made  in  England,  Scot- 
land, France,  Germany,  and  the  United  Stat^  gave  a 
sipiilar  result.    The  causes  of  the  greater  duration  of  life 
in  females  than  males  is  very  obvious-    They  are  less  ex- 
posed to  hardships,  and  to  those  causes  which  produce 
accidental  death  than  males.    Few  uf  them  ^  froin 
diseases  induced  by  an  intemperate  use  of  ardent-spirit^ 
whilst  one  out  of  fifteen  or  twenty  males,  upon  the  low- 
est  calculation,  died  prematurely  fi-om  this  cause.  When 
the  facts  and  circumstances  to  which  1  have  adverted,  are 
duly  considered,  it  seems  to  me  imposnble  to  come  to 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  commutation  of  five 
years  full  pay  was  a  full  equivalent  for  the  half  pay  for 
life,  which  was  promised  to  the  revolutionaiy  officers.  I 
have  examined  this  question  dehberately,  and  certaiily 
without  a  wisli  to  come  to  a  result  unfavorable  to  the 
claims  of  these  officers — fur  whom  1  have  always  enter- 
tained a  high  degree  of  respect  and  veneration  ;  but  the 
facts  and  circumstances  which  1  have  stated,  have  irre- 
sistibly'brought  me  to  that  result.    It  has  been  truly  said 
that  tlie  revolutionaiy  officers  suflTered  heavy  losses  from 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  and  certificates  in  which 
their  wages  and  claims  were  pud.   71)is  constitutes  sn 
equitable  chiim  upon  the  Govemmsnt,  but  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  provided  for  by  this  biU,  in  its  present  shape. 
Besides,  this  is  a  claim  tn  ever>*  reject  wi^lar  to  that  of 
the  Buniving  revolutionaiy  soldiers,  and  I  cannot  consent 
to  make  a  provision  for  the  claim  of  the  officer,  and  treat 
with  neglect  a  nmilar  chum  of  the  soldier,  who  finiglit 
by  his  'side — who  endured  even  greater  hardships  snd 
pri\'ationa,  and  was  influenced  to  exertion,  in  the  cause 
of  his  country,  by  the  same  patriotic  spirit.    Sliould  this 
bill  be  so  modified  as  to  make  a  reasonable  provision  for 
the  just  claims  of  both,  it  shall  then  receive  my  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  the  reUtion  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  honorable  objects  of  this  bill,  would  jy^- 
fy  him  in  a  few  remarks  upon  the  objectioRS  ofiioed 
agunst  it.  But  so  long  had  the  debate  been  protracted 
he  should  have  refrained  from  those  renmrlts  entirely, 
had  not  tlie  speech  of  his  colleague  this  morning  con- 
vinced him,  tliat  some  of  the  opposers  uf  tiie  measure 
acted  under  a  to<al  misapprehension  as  to  a  few  of  the 
material  facts.  Tlic  principles,  which  should  govern  the 
measure,  might  «eli  be  presumed  alike  familiar  to  all  j 
but  the  particular  facts  ol  the  case  surely  ouglit  to  be  bet- 
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Id  known  to  those,  whose  particular  du^  it  had  b«en 
a  critical  examination  of  them. 
Ute  geotlemui  from  Norih  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macoh) 
)«d  urged  much,  ju  an  objection  to  the  paaage  of  this 
Un,  that  the  Conmuttee  thenvdrea  diaagreed  concern* 
■C  Uie  gioiinds  on  which  iu  merits  reated.  While  in 
tiwi,  the  cmly  real  difference  among  them  had  been, 
tkat  one  member  dwelt  more  atrongly,  on  one  reason,  and 
SBrtiier  more  atrongly  on  Riiotber  reason  for  its  adoption. 

But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of  himself  or 
kii  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  BisBizit,)  in  advo- 
cating the  claim  on  strict  common  law  principles,  to  ad- 
ant  that  it  could  not  be  supported  also  on  principles  the 
most  liberal  and  equitable  ;  while  it  was  equdly  ftfj  as 
he  bdiered,  from  the  views  of  the  other  members  of 
'  the  Committee,  (Mr.  Vav  Bobxk  and  Mr.  Hambisos,) 
who  had  •»  eloquently  p rested  the  mere  equity  of  the 
daim,  to  admit  that  it  was  not  also  well  baaed  on  strict 
common  law  prindples.  On  the  contnuy,  if  a  radical 
fffetence  bad  existed  between  them,  it  would  still  leave 
the  measure  as  ftee  from  (Ejection  on  that  account  as 
was  left  the  (^position  to  it.  For  one  gentleman  for- 
merly, (Mr.  Macoh)  and  indeed,  another  to  day,  (Mr. 
Bkle,)  had  insisted  on  tlie  statute  of  limitations  in  bar 
of  tlie  ciaim,  while  tlie  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tt> 
iM,  )  properly  and  gallantly  said  he  ahould  scorn  to 
take  advantage  of  that  statute.  Again,  the  last  gentle- 
man  had  innsted,  that  the  commntatjon  act  was  legally 
biodiiig  and  compulsory  on  the  ndnority  as  well  as  ma- 
jority ;  while  my  colleague  to  day  fiankly  acknowUdges, 
that  it  was  binding  on  nobody  who  did  not  individually 
sod  freely  assent  to  its  proviMons.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  opponents  of  the  bill  is  therefore  essential, 
while  that  between  its  fHends  is  merely  nominal. 

Another  mistake  in  fact  has  been  unred  from  one  or 
two  quarters  against  the  bill,  namely  that  a  suit  at  law 
could  not  be  sustained  on  the  claim,  and  hence,  it  ought 
B<A  to  find  &vor.  But  docs  any  claim  ever  come  here, 
(»  which  socb  a  suit  could  be  sustained  ?  The  chief 
reuon  that  induces  evety  private  claimant  to  preaent  bis 
petition  to  Congrea^  is  tlutt  he  could  not  obtaiu  redress 
m  the  court*  of  hiw  j  and  if  do  daimant  was  to  be  listen, 
ed  to  here,  who  cmild  not  succeed  at  law,  we  mifht 
sveep  O0;  at  one  blow,  our  whole  docket  private  bills. 
Again,  It  has  been  asked,  why  did  not  these  petitioners 
go  to  the  Departmenta  to  have  their  claims  audited  and 
allowed,  if  they  are  valid  ?  I  reply,  as  before,  if  no- 
body is  to  relieved  here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of 
the  Department^  at  once  rub  the  sponge  over  all  pri- 
vate aqiplicationa  i  because  the  very  reason  for  their  ap- 
pcannee  herc^  i«  that  by  omiaaions  in  the  existing  laws, 
«r  doid>ts  of  Oie  accounting  officers,  redress  cannot  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  Departments.  If  objections  like 
these  are  to  avail  aught  against  the  petition  now  under 
consideration,  let  them  avail  agunst  all  petitionm,  and 
in  the  words  of  tite  gentlenuin  from  Nonh  Carolina,  let 
dl  be  directed  to  "  eat  out  of  one  spoon."  Why  did  we 
not  saj  to  the  merchants  in  A.  D.  1816,  whose  bonds 
were  ren^ted,  go  to  your  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  of 
the  Departments  ?  Wlvf  not  say  the  same  to  the  purctia- 
len  of  public  lands  so  l^eraOy  relieved  a  few  years  ago  ? 

GenUemen  have  erred  in  outer  respects  as  to  the  facts. 
Nme  of  the  Committee  have  averred,  as  aome  seem  to 
have  sapposed,  that  an  action  at  law  or  bill  in  equity, 
could  in  truth  be  muntauned  on  the  present  claim,  if  tlie 
United  State*  were  liable  to  sueh  procee^a  in  behalf 
of  their  crediton.  But  they  have  a\-erred,  and  it  is  sgun 
repealed,  that  these  petitioners  are  seeking  a  right  i  and 
that  isa  wht  both  on  common  law  and  on  chancery  princi- 
ples. BiUtf  on  only  one,  w  hetber  it  be  a  right  on  strict  com- 
mon hiw  prindplea,or  on  chancery  principles,  it  is  equally 
a  right,  and  the  claim  is  equally  a  legal  cUim.  The  forum, 
to  wUch  it  becomes  a  right,  does  not  aher  its  legality. 


Hence,  if  every  gentleman  would  agree  with  him  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Ttlkb,]  that  the  sUtute  of  limitations 
should  be  scorned,  and  that  the  pretended  payment  made 
to  these  petitioner^  was  "mere  mnd,  mere  trash,"  I 
aver,  that  in  anr  forum,  before  any  court  or  jury  in  Chris* 
tendom,  thu  right,  as  between  individuals^  could  now  be 
unanswerably  established.  Let  the  issue  be  filmed,  and 
the  cause  tned  to-m(»row,  and  no  three  os  five  judges- 
no  twelve  "good  men  and  true,"  as  jurors,  could  my, 
that  the  wages  of  toil  and  blood,  the  solemn  promises 
for  sacriiicea  and  sufTerings  to  secure  the  liberties  of 
America,  had  ever  been  tuschargcd  by  only  **  wind  and 
trash." 

Little  does  it  become  us  now,  when  these  vetetsna 
seek  a  right,  to  Ulk  to  them  of  "thanks,**  *«bef)edic* 
tion8,"and  "praises,"  or  to  send  them  as  paupers  to  the 
crumbs  of  the  pension  law. 

Without  dwelling  a  moment  on  connderttions  before 
urged  in  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  this 
claun,  let  me  ask,  what  has  been  the  resqr  tothe  pon> 
tion  the  Committee,  that  on  strict  legal  principles  the 
promise  fw  half  pay  for  life  has  never  been  fiufiUed  ^ 
Has  any  one  shown  that  the  half  pay  in  the  form  of  half 
pay,  has  ever  been  paid  ^  No  pretence  for  it.  Has  any 
one  shewn  that  the  half  pay  baa  ever  been  technically 
released  ?  No  pretenee  for  it.  lias  any  one  rhown  that 
this  promise  for  half  pay  was  made  to  the  soldiers,  or 
militia  or  civilians,  whose  cases  are  so  often  repeated  as 
connected  with  the  preaent  claim  i  I  believe  not ;  and 
though  they  fought  and  oounaelled  as  men  should  in  de- 
fence of  their  hearths,  and  altars  and  liberties,  the  promise 
forhalf  pay  tolhe  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  is 
the  only  point  now  under  ctmuderation.  How  has  that  pro- 
mise then  been  fulfilled  ^  In  no  way  except  by  the  act 
of  commutation.  But  it  could  not  be  nilfilled  by  that  act, 
unless  all  things  were  transacted  in  oHiformity  to  the 

firovisions  of  that  act  Yet  none  can  deny,  tiiat  in  con- 
ormity  to  these  provisions,  the  commutation  must  have 
been  accepted  by  m^oritiea  in  each  of  the  lines.  Such 
is  tlie  express,  unequivocal  language  of  the  act  Where- 
as  all  must  admit,  it  now  appears  never  to  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  even  nugmities  in  over  nine  lines  irf"  the  army. 
Again,  to  conform  to  the  ac^  the  acceptance  must  have 
been  in  six  months,  when  no  acceptance  by  a  un^^e  line 
appears  to  have  taken  place  till  snnetime  alter  ux  months. 
Every  body  feels  and  knows  likewise,  that  the  payment, 
to  be  in  conformity  to  the  act,  was  to  have  been  money, 
or  at  least  seoirities  equivalent  to  money  ;  when  in  trutii 
it  waa  neither  i  and  ev«i  under  the  moat  frtvorable  view, 
if  tiie  certificates  were  kept  till  the  funding,  fell  short  of 
what  was  due  from  one-fifth  to  one-third.  So  the  certifi- 
cates, or  the  payment,  should  have  been  made  in  Sep* 
tember,  1783  ;  but  were  not  in  feet  made  until  some 
time  in  Januair,  1784^  when  worth  much  less.  But 
break  throtigit  the  forms  of  measures,  and  evety  lawyer, 
evenr  constUuUonal.statesmsi^  must  i^mit,  that^  on  strict 
legal  principles,  there  should  not  ooly  have  been  a  con* 
formit)!  to  the  commutation  act,  but,  in  tlw  act  itsdf,  to 
make  it  binding,  there  aliould  have  been  a  regard  to  pri* 
vate  vested  rights. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  day,  wliatever  may  have  been 
the  theories  or  opinions  prevalent  lislf  a  centuiy  ago,  to  re- 
peat illustrations  and  arguments,  showing  tliat  a  majority 
in  any  one  line  of  the  army  could  not  legally  bind  tlie 
minority  as  to  the  Commutation.  The  most  unlnfiin&ed 
day  laborer  know%  that  no  two  of  Us  fellow  laborers  have 
a  right  to  vote  away  or  cliange  the  wages  previously 
agreed  to  be  paid  him — much  less  could  they  do  it,  or 
could  nine  out  of  thirteen  lines  do  it,  not  only  for 
themselves,  but  for  the  other  lines,  on  the  ground  as  con* 
tended  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  that  in  the 
confederation  it  was  a  political  compact,  ttuU  the  votes 
of  nine  States  bound  tuc  whole.   The  present  was  not 
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m  quertioo  to  be  roted  on  in  Congress  by  delegmte%  but 
WM  a  questkui  of  pHvate,  vested  avil  rights  and  to  be 
Mettled  not  by  tbe  utk^ea  of  confederation,  but  by  the 
«rdioajy  rulea  of  juritprudence  and  law. 

My  colleague  mimHa,  unlike  the  other  objector^  that 
the  minority  were  not  bound*  unleat  they  nve,  in  •ome 
way.  a  fbll  and  free  conaent ;  and  thetit  tike  the  others, 
he  refers  to  sundry  circunHtances^'frMB  whidi  he  de- 
duces t^t  consent. 

Here  again,  mo&t  of  the  genUemen  who  oppose  the 
bill,  have,  in  the  seal  of  debate,  seized  upon  circum- 
ataiicc%  altfleether  imoAdent  in  my  view,  to  support 
their  Auctions,  and.  in  some  cases,  circumstancea  en. 
tkely  fnisapprehended  ;  else  how  could  they  assert,  and 
argue  from  toe  assertions,  that  in  this  transaction,  *'  every 
step  ti^an,  was  at  the  earnest  solicitation  tbe  officers  f' 
that  "  all  the  officers  asked"  for  the  connnutation  ;  that 
*'  the  wlude  proceedings  began,"  and  advanced  to  tbe 
end,  with  their  Aill  approbation  t 

So  ftr  from  all  tb^  a  little  closer  attention  to  docu- 
ments would  bsve  convinced  them  that  the  original  pe- 
tition to  Congress,  in  which,  among  many  other  things, 
the  subject  of  commutation  is  mmed,  was  not  gotten 
up  by  the  whole  army,  but  only  by  five  Unes  on  the  Hud- 
son river.  The  rest  of  the  army,  a  large  majority  of  it, 
bad  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  petitimk 

Id  the  next  place,  even  Uiat  small  number  of  officers 
did-  net  adc  foe  a  commutation  to  please  themselves, 
mueli  less  to  speculate  with,  as  mtimated  by  one 
gentleman.  Nor  did  the  project  at  all  originate  with 
them  ;  but  the  States  to  which  they  belonged  tiad  ob- 
jected to  the  form  of  tiie  balf-pay,  as  in  some  degree 
odious,  and  the  officers  from  those  States  being  always 
willing  to  make  any  reasonable  sanifice  in  the  cause  of 
freedom,  expressed  their  consent  if  CfMwreas  pleased, 
to  take  a  gross  sum  or  a  certsJn  number  ofyeats  lull  pa^, 
instead  of  balf-pay  for  life.  This  appears  explicit^-  m 
boUi  their  petition  and  in  the  commutation  act.  [Mr.  W. 
here  read  tiut  pwt  of  the  petition,  8  vol.  Journal,  page 
22r,  and  fh3m  the  resolve  of  A.  D.  1780.)  After  stating 
the  objections  of  their  States,  th^  add,  "  To  prevent, 
therefore ,  any  altercation  and  distinctions  which  may  tend 
to  iniure  that  harmony  which  we  ardently  de^  may 
reign  throughout  the  country,  we  are  willing  to  com- 
route,"  8tc. 

A^n,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  splendid  and  numerous 
Cinnmtttee  whom  one  gentleman  dwelt  on  as  sent  with 
tliis  petition,  and  under  full  power  to  act  on  tbe  ameunt 
of  the  commuUtion,  and  who  probably  agreed  to  all 
adopted  afterwards  by  Congress,  never  existed,  lliose 
penous  be  names  were  merely  the  Rgners  to  the  peti- 
tion. The  real  humble  Committee  of  only  tliree,  who  in 
fact  went  with  tbe  petition,  may  be  seen  in  4th  Gordon, 
p,  353.  This,  like  many  other  mistakes,  Itas  doubUess 
happened  from  ioadvertance  ;  but  helps  to  make  an  un- 
favorable impression  against  tliis  chum.  This  Comntittee 
alio  were  not  empowered  to  agree  on  any  sum  in  com- 
mutation, but  only  to  the  locm  of  tbe  commutation,— 
either  the  fbnn  of  a  gross  mm.  or  a  certain  number 
of  years  full  pay.  And  so  far  from  the  precise  sum  in- 
serted m  tbe  commutation  act  having  been  fixed  by  them, 
either  irith,  or  without  authority,  tbey  doubtless  were 
many  hundred  miles  disUnt  when  Congress  settled  the 
question,  as  many  months  elapsed  between  the  petittou 
uid  the  dedsion.  Kdtber  did  the  Comnuttee  of  Con- 
grest  agree  with  them  on  tike  sum  inserted,  as  baa  been  in. 
temd  f  because  the  report  wu  in  blank  and  a  difTerent 
and  a  bu^ef  sum  was  moved  by  one  of  tbe  Committee. 
Even  he,  (Hr.  HAiiii.Toa)  though  richly  entitled  to  the 
encomiums  received,  was  not,  as  again  and  again  assert- 
ed, the  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee,  nor  did  be,  or  the 
rest  of  the  Committee,  agree  to  the  commutation  in  its 
present  form.    They  not  only  proposed  a  larger  sum, 


but  proposed  an  election  to  one  class  of  officers  to  take 
that  sum,  or  retain  thdr  half  pay.  With  an  election  to 
ftll  of  them  the  sum  was  doubtless  latge  enough  ;  but 
without  an  election  was  greatly  unequal,  and  ui^ust  to 
the  younger  oAccfs. 

Indee<r  what  is  dedrive  on  this  point,  that  die  Com< 
m'lttee  of  officers  neither  had,  nor  exercised  the  power  to 
agree  upon  this  amount  of  commutation.  Congress  it- 
self did  not  in  the  end  adopt  that  sum  absolute^  as  agreed 
to  I  but  provided  that  this  sum  sbotild  be  bin^ng  only  in 
tbe  event,  that  a  majority  <rf'  each  line  afterwaitU  appro- 
ved of  it.  Such  a  nujonty  never  did  apiHOve  of  it  i  nil, 
nay  not  half,  had  asked  fer  any  commntation  wtMttv  ; 
none  had  asked  for  this  precise  sum,  but  fora&ireqniv»> 
lent,  and  the  foundation  of  these  broad  and  sweeping 
conclusions  against  the  officers  seems  biult  on  sand. 

Whither  do  these  loose  conjectures  lead  tis  *  Do  gen- 
tlemen fotvet  the  character  a  these  petitioners  ?  Men 
to  whom  mtegrity  and  honor  ia  dearer  ti»n  life  !  And 
do  they  beBeve,  that  had  nothing  been  transacted,  but 
what  they  themselves  deared  and  mdividaally  approved, 
you  would  now  see  in  your  Halls  a  single  one  of  their 
venerable '  heads,  asking  relief  as  a  riglit  ?  It  is  an  impu- 
Ution  on  their  characters,  and  I,  for  one,  should  deem  it 
a  burning  diwrace  to  advocate  their  cause  a  mojnent  on 
this  ground,  if  tiie  whole  proceedinn  of  Congress,  in  re- 
spect to  Uiem,  had  received  their  free  and  full  sanction 
at  the  time.  What  they  did  after  the  commutation  act 
passed,  is,  on  principles  of  common  sense,  and  on  an  ap< 
peal  to  the  facts  df  history,  dedrive  to  my  mind,  tmt 
they  did  not,  rather  than  that  they  did^  lA  any  w-ay,  give 
such  a  sanction,  at  any  subsequent  period. 

When  the  vote  was  taken  m  the  nine  lines,  1  have  the 
resolve  of  Congress  before  me  to  show,  that  almost  every 
officer  was  probably  absent  on  fiiilou^  on  account  of 
the  news  of  peace.  All  idea,  tiierefore^  of  general  as- 
sent by  that  vote,  is  thus  rebutted.  It  is  matter  of  histo- 
ry, likewise,  that  the  army  was  disbanded  in  September 
or  October,  1783,  without  the  return  of  many  <rf'  theae 
officers,  and  that  not  a  single  certificate  for  commuta- 
tion was  made  out  and  delivered  to  any  of  them  till  the 
next  year.  That  the  certificates  were  then  sent  to  the 
agents  or  Governors  in  their  diffnent  State%  and  deliv- 
ered to  them,  not  taUng  a  reedpt  in  fiill,  as  in  caae  of  - 
certificates  for  roonthlr  wages^  but  merely  a  receipt  for 
certificates. 

llie  officers  thereafter,  as  accident  or  necessity  moved 
them,  and  without  any  conference  together,  took  these 
certificates— they  took  them,  as  all  that  Congress  had  pro- 
vided for  them  t  but  not  as  a  free  assent,  that  the  certifi- 
cates were  a  Mr  and  full  dischaive  of  their  half  pay ;  if 
we  allow  them  to  have  possessed  tbe  smallest  particle  of 
that  common  sense  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia is  BO  eager  to  bottom  some  of  his  deductions.  It  was, 
on  its  face,  dtrfieclire  in  amount  neariy  one-third  j  and  if 
not  so,  wa^  when  delivered,  only  worth  in  money  about 
two>teiiOis,  its  nominal  amount ;  and  is  it  decorous  or  true 
to  suppose  suoh  certificates  were  finely  and  volairtarily  ta> 
kenin  lull  dischaive  of  half  pay  fbrfifef  We  imjwach 
not  the  motives  of  the  old  Congress.  The  course  pursued 
by  it,  wss  not  Stated  by  the  wisliea  but  the  wants  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  no  imputation  on  the  hones^  and  honor  of 
that  Congress  to  do  as  it  did,  more  than  it  ts  on  any  insd- 
vent  debtor  not  to  pay  beyond  what  be  is  able.  Uul  the 
imputation  is  on  us^  if,  when  able,  we  neglect  to  remune- 
rate those  who  snffer^  by  our  fbrmer  wanta,  Wliatevn 
may  have  been  the  just  amount  due  as  commutation.  Con- 
gress  and  the  officers  both,then  expected  that  the  conunu- 
tation  would  forthwith  be  paid  in  money  or  amply  secur- 
ed. It  is  idle  to  talk  or  pretend  otherwise.  Half  pay  on 
the  one  liand,  or  its  substitute, was  wanted  for  daily  bread. 
On  the  otiier  lisnd,  Congress  passed  a  reablve  calfing  for 
immediate  requisitions  on  tbe  States  to  meet  tbe  daims  cf 
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the  umy,  xtr  kdeqiutely  to  Kcure  them.  (3ee  8  Jour. 
113.)  Under  the  Mine  commutation  act,  CongreM  actu- 
ally msed  specie  and  paid  it  to  the  foreign  officers.  But 
tb^  could  not  have  done  this  under  the  oune  law,  unless 
irtUi  m  conviction  that  the  law  required  it  Whether  the 
commtation  then  oa|dit  to  have  been  fire  or  aeren  years, 
U  nerer  was  &irly  perforroed  or  paid  ;  and  the  deprecia- 
tion which  enauo^  or  the  losa  in  fiinding,  ought,  at  all 
erenta,  to  be  remunerated.  On  these  points,  however,  I 
diall  not  dwell,  as  they  have  before  been  exhausted.  But 
in  relation  to  the  nominal  amount  of  the  commutation, 
whether  auffident  or  not,  I  must  be  permitted  to  add  a 
few  remark^  in  consequence  of  the  round  and  frequent 
usertioiu*,  espedally  to  day,  that  the  Committee  had  made 
unfounded  assumptions,  and  mistaken  important  hcts. 
This  inquiry  in  two  yiews  of  the  case,  is  very  important, 
aaitmay  show  the  hardships,  whether  accidental  or  not,  of 
the  original  commutation,  and  may  furnish  some  safe  data 
as  to  the  extent  of  relief.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ttum.)  thou^t  five  years  fell  pKv  was  enough, 
because  the  average  duration  of  human  life  on  "  common 
law  and  common  sense  "  principles  was  only  seven  yean. 
And  my  colleague  to^y  supposes  that  K  was  enough, 
because  fourteen  years  has  been  assumed  by  the  Commit- 
tee ssthe  duration  oflife  in  these  petitionersin  A.  1).  1783, 
and  was  altogether  too  hi^h  for  diis  country,  if  not  for 
Europe.  If  the  first  pontion  were  true,  that  seven  years 
was  the  ulthoa  thnle"  of  the  probability  oflife,  what 
follows  f  Kot  that  fell  pay  five  years  is  merely  enough, 
but  that  the  old  Congrus,  wtuui  be  pnuses  for  sagacity 
and  wisdom,  and  who  tiad  a  sacred  regard  to  economy, 
gave  to  the  officers  double  what  they  were' entitled  to. 
Because,  half  pay  fbr  Mven  years  was  not  worth  £n  praen- 
1^  in  a  gross  sum,  over  two  and  a  half  full  yean  pay.  Any 
can  ddcalaie  for  himielf. 
The  Senator  fWno  Virginia  leemed  to  indst  also,  tliat 
seven  years  was  an  inflexible  period  for  all  age^  wbetber 
ta  jroiuh,  manhood,  or  decrepitude ;  while  his  own  ex> 
pcrience  as  to  his  collegiate  or  academic  classes,  or  as  to 
tiis  fellows  in  legislative  bodies^  would  convince  him  not 
only  that  the  chance  of  his  life  was  greater  at  different 
ages,  but  that  neither  seven,  nor  even  feuileen  years  had 
swept  away  one  half,  and  mudi  less  the  whole  of"^ any  body 
of  persons  with  whom  he  has  assodated.  Had  he  looked 
into  any  system  of  insurance  on  lives,  the  error  would  at 
ooce  have  confronted  him  ;  and  I  have  now  in  my  hand 
the  premiums  asked  by  the  company  in  Massachusetts, 
under  the  direction  of  the  science  of  Mr.  Bowditch,  and 
irime  thnr  differ  nearly  one  half  in  amount  at  certain  pe- 
riods of  fife  fifteen  years  apart,  and  where  this  difference 
is  made  merely  on  account  of  age,  all  other  dlcuiDitaaees 
being  equal. 

The  aonoity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  are  entitled 
to  full  confidence  and  fiiroish  sufficient  certun^  for  mo- 
nied  ealculatiwis  of  the  utmost  importance  in  common  life. 
1  hey  do  not  rest  on  conjectures,  out  on  long  and  patient 
obsCTvation  and  on  records.  (See  35  Quart.  Rev.  4  page.) 

1  bare  a  table  before  me,  where  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons born  on  a  ^en  day,  to  &r  ftoin  all  being  swept 
away  in  seven  years,  or  even  in  fourteen,  (the  tune  sup- 
posed by  the  other  gentleman,)  over  one  half  of  the  num- 
ber are  alive  afler  thirty  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  at 
thirty  years  of  age,  instead  of  all  disappearing  in  seven  or 
feurteen  yean^  one  half  of  them  are  alive  after  thirty  two 
yearfc  Tbn  tableia  fonned  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of 
that  diaracter  will  I  show  our  own  to  be,  notwithstand- 
ing the  argument  to  the  contrary  tonlay. 

The  Iiypothena  of  the  Committee,  tlut  the  average  age 
ofthe  officers  in  A.  D.  1783,  did  not  exceed  thirty,  was 
not  assumed  hastily,  as  intioiated  :  it  was  not  adopted 
without  fuUinqiury,  and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
Committees  of  the  other  House.  Taking  tlut  then  as  a 
feet  sufidently  veil  establii^cd  for  this  purpose,  the  Coift- 


mittee  have  not  said,  as  my  colleague'  through  nuitalM 
supposes,  that  tlie  officers  would  live  only  fourteen  years. 
They  m^erely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  shortest  term  t 
but  their  whole  calculations  and  arguments  he  would  see, 
had  be  examined  them  with  his  usual  care,  are  grounded 
on  the  position,  that  they  were  lik-ely  to  live  fiom  33  to 
34  years.  I'he  committee,  in  coming  to  that  result,  do 
not  say  they  adopt  implicitly  the  tables  of  Dr.  Price,  or  d» 
they  even  refer  to  him  at  all  in  their  report.  But  two 
former  Committees  in  the  other  House  have  taken  his  ta- 
bles as  their  bau^  and  making  proper  allowancei,  have 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  ourselves.  We  have 
resorted  not  only  to  him,  but  especially  to  IGlne  on  anntu. 
ties,  which  is  now  befbre  me,  and  from  which  I  have  be- 
fore read.  I  will  take  the  liberty  i^n  to  read,  and  from 
his  calculationk  to  repeat,  that  the  data  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee are  correct.  [Mr.  Woodbubt  here  read  from  Mil- 
ne's tables  ]  These  tables  of  course  differ  some  years  as 
do  those  of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  they  are  made  in  dit 
fereot  latitudes  i  in  large  towns  or  the  country,  and  with- 
in the  last  60  years  or  before,  on  account  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  vi^nnation,  the  improvements  in  education,  and 
numerous  other  causes  which  readingand  observation  will 
suggest  A  slight  difference,  when  kept  as  to  the  differ- 
ent sexes,  prevads  likewise  in  all  of  these — [2  Milue  Apx. 
765.] 

But  take  the  healthiest  places  in  Europe,  where  these 
tidiles  have  been  fonned  during  the  last  half  century,  and 
the  probable  duration  of  life  at  30  years  of  age  is  such, 
that  an  annuity  for  it,  would  not  differ  beyond  a  small  frac- 
tion from  14  years  purchase.  The  tables  at  Carlisle  are 
of  this  character.  Not  as  many  gentlemen,  with  a  aliglrt 
attention  to  the  subject  have  supposed,  that  a  perscm  of 
that  age  would  Uve  only  14  years  i  but  probably  live  about 
34  years  t  and  hence  ra  anaiU^  fbr  twt  time  be  wmth 
now  in  a  gross  sum  14  times  its  amount  Can  roy  colleague 
seriously  contend^  that  the  committee  have  ened  in  sup- 
posing the  healthmess  of  this  country  not  equal  to  that  of 
Europe,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  well 
known  not  to  be  so  well  fed.  sheltered  or  clothed  t  Or  that 
Republican  institutims  are  less  fevmble  to  long  life  than 
Monarchies/  Or  can  he  seiiouily  contend,  that  these  offi- 
cers at  thirty  years  of  age  were  leas  Ukely  to  Uve  long, 
than  persons  who  had  been  in  civU  life  ?  In  Kply,  ahoiud 
I  conjecture  merely  without  any  examination  of  this  pwnt, 
the  condurion  would  be  rather  more  <^vious  and  natural, 
that  persons,  hardened  by  exposure  and  severe  exertion, 
would  afterwards  live  longer  than  persons  in  ordinary 
life. 

But  without  any  claim  on  my  part  to  unusual  accuracy 
or  deep  science  in  these  subjects,  the  Committee  hare  not 
rested  their  inferences  on  mete  conjecture :  tliey  have  not, 
I  believe,  adopted  a  basia  "  utterly  improbable  i"  nor  are 
they  persons  whose  habits  have  led  them  in  their  official 
duties  to  "  assume  essential  fects,  "  without  evidence. 
The  invalid  pension  roll  ofthe  United  SUtes  in  A.  D.  1825, 
consisted  of  3,690,  and  exhibited  only  fifly^igbt  deaths. 
In  A.  D.  1836,  of  3,80^  and  exhilnted  oafy  for^^eight 
deaths.  This  aversgei  about  1  inTO,  andkamoncemss 
of  persons,  not'  it  islielieved  less  than  30  years  old  on  an 
average  i  and  of  whom  all  have  seen  senice  and  expe- 
rienced bodily  injuries.  Yet  it  shows  greater  health  iliau 
the  healthiest  tables,  in  either  Price  or  Milne  in  Europe. 
Again,  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  on  the  continental 
fine,  who  are  placed  on  the  penuon  list,  more  than  13,000 
survive,  after  uie  lapse  of  44  years  nnce  the  peace.  Tbu^ 
instead  of  the  whole  having  been  swept  away  in  7,  or 
even  14  years,  this  large  number  remains  after  more  than 
six  times  7  years.  Even  of  these,  aged  and  decrepid  as 
they  are,  only  about  one  in  32  dies  annually,  which  is  a  less 
mortality  than  the  average  British  standard  half  a  century 
ago,  uf  one  in  38  of  her  whole  population.  Again,  the 
gentleman  who  last  addressed  me  Sewte,  [Mr.  Bsua] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


447 


GALES  &  SEATON*a  REGISTER 


448 


SENATE. 


SmAdhnary  Offieen. 


lI«mcH,  12, 1«28. 


contends  that  if  this  country  vere  u  healthy  as  En^mJ, 
and  the  officers  as  heal^y  as  common  citizens  of  their  age, 
500,  instead  of 330  diould  now  be  alire.  This  t»  another 
Hhistration  of  the  mistakes*  attending  doubtless  on  haste 
and  partial  examination,  and  not  on  any  personal  predju- 
dice  or  censurable  motives.  The  officers  in  A.  D.  1783* 
are,  to  be  sure,  supposed  to  hare  been,  on  an  average, 
SO  years  of  age  \  and  it  may  be,  that  if  all  were  in  truth  no 
more  than  30  years  old  at  that  time,  between  400  and  500 
would  or  should  nov  survive.  Indeed,  more  than  230 
may  be  alive  at  this  time,  though  no  more  have  been  as- 
certained. But  tbe  genUeman  forgets  that  a  considera- 
ble number  of  them  were  in  fact  over  30  ;  not  a  few  40, 
50,  and  60,  and  overlooks  entirely,  that  the  mortality  in 
44  years,  among  those  40  years  old  and  upwards,  would 
be  nearly  double  more  than  the  gain  in  life  as  to  tbe  nu- 
merous officers  who  were  len  tluui  30  yean  old. 

In  this  great  lapse  of  time,  more  than  nineteen  twenti- 
eths of  those  only  40  years  old,  and  the  whole,  save  one  or 
two  of  those  over  40,  would  have  paswd  the  allotted  age 
of  man,  and  be  altogether  swept  fiom  existence  ;  whUe 
only  about  three  fourths  of  those  exactly  20  years  old 
would  have  died,  and  nearly  as  many  of  those  31  or  35 
years  old  would  luvsdied  as  those  SO  years  old.  Hence 
the  average  ages,  though  a  correct  enouf^  guide  as  to  life 
in  valmng  hattpay,  only  too  unfavorable  to  these  individu- 
al petitioners,  is  manifestly  erroneoua  in  atcertjdning  how 
many  survive,  when  44,  instead  of  34  yttrs  has  elapsed  ; 
and  when  not  a  proponion,  but  all  of  those  over  a  certain 
age,  have  probably  peiisbed. 

To  return  to  the  comparative  healthiness  of  all  our  pe- 
pulatim  in  this  countiy,  where  tablesjor  bills  of  mortality 
nave  been  kept :  the  number  of  deaths  is  manifestly  much 
fewer  than  in  die  same  popnUtiim  in  England.  A  paper 
by  Doct.  Bartoii,  in  the  3d  vol.  Pbilo.  Trans.  42d  page, 
demonstrates  that  in  Philadelphia  the  deaths  were  often 
only  1  in  45 1  and  in  Salem,  Mass.,  1  in  47  i  while  in  this 
city,  1  have  the  data  before  me,  showing,  that  for  the  last 
aix  years  they  have  averaged  not  1  in  49.  In  the  State  of 
New  TotIe  eompntationa  have  been  made  with  softie  de- 
gree of  accotaey,  that  the  deaths  do  not  average  over  1 
in  73 ;  and  I  know  many  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
tbey  have  been  for  many  years  less  than  1  in  80. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  this  estimate  includes 
both  jroung  and  old  aa  well  as  middle  aged — and  is  of 
course  disadvantageous  to  the  middle  aged.  The  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  have  not  taken  as  a  standard  either  the 
London  or  North  Hampton  tables,  whether  of  this  period 
or  of  an  audent  period— onci^  Uie  deaths,  1  in  38  to  1  in 
40 1  and  in  1810,  not  more  than  1  in  53.  But  th^  have 
taken  tbe  modes  of  computation  approved  by  Price  and 
Milne,  and  taken  those  tables  in  Hilne,  which  come  near- 
est to  tbe  supposed  mortality  in  this  country,  for  the  last 
h»tf  century  { and  thus  have  arrived,  as  the  two  Commit- 
tees bafore  Uiem  have  done,  to  the  concliimon,  and  1  trust 
a  just  one,  that  these  officers  ought  to  have  received  14 
years  purchase,  or  7  years  full  pay,  instead  of  only  five 
years.  Whether  the  commutation  was  defoctive  by  mis- 
take or  design  is  Wholly  immaterial  to  the  argument,  if  it 
was  only  defective  ;  because,  if  defsctive,  we  have  reap 
ed  the  benefit  \  and  these  rurvivers  being  the  sufferers — 
sofferers  from  our  needs  and  their  patriotism — they  should 
in  our  present  prosperoos  eomUtion  be  honorably  remu- 
neratMl.  It  is  not  a  violation  of  economy  to  pay  honest 
debts  or  restore  to  a  poor  creditor,  what  was  once  with- 
held from  him  t  neither  is  this  course  exposed  to  any  of 
tbe  exceptions  Uken  by  the  venerable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  M^ooa,)  against  prodigality,  lai^  salaries 
and  monarchical  usages.  Aaone  of  the  Committee,  Idis- 
like  them  no  less  tben-he  does.  But  at  the  same  time,  to 
me,  it  seems  alwaya  frugal  and  republican  to  do  justice  \ 
and  instead  of  endangering  the  payment  of  the  pubfic 
debt  by  tuoh  a  meaiuret  we  ar^  in  my  view  of  the  tab- 


ject,  attempting  honorably  to  discharge  a  sacred  portion 
of  what  ought  to  be  the  public  debt — and  to  strengthen 
the  confidence  of  all  public  creditors,  that  however  in- 
equitably they  may  be  treated  under  sUte  necesntiM  in 
great  natioiul  embarrassment;  they  shall,  when  our  ability 
permits,  be  in  some  degree  indemnified. 

I  would  "bow  the  world,  as  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Skith,)  observed  yesterday,  when  dia- 
cussing  the  bill  for  interest  to  the  Stale  he  represents, 
I  would  show  them,  that  a  virtuous  democratic  rroublic 
can  act,  as  a  virtuoos  private  citizen  would  act,  and  mete 
out  the  same  justice  to  its  creditors,  which  one  honormble 
man  would  mete  out  to  another.  On  this  basis  then,  let 
me  enquire  what  man,  who  is  a  man,  who  dares  hold  his 
head  erect  in  decent  society,  would  not  when  rich,  restore 
to  his  creditor  what  was  reserved  or  withheld  when  the 
debtor  was  poor?  Other  gentlemen,  who  vote  different- 
ly, doubdess  think  differently  on  the  ^ts,  but,  with  my 
views  aa  to  the  faeto  of  this  ease,  we  can  with  no  better 
grace  refiise  to  grant  tUs  relief,  than  any  honest  iodin- 
dual  could  hesitate  in  his  prosperity  to  make  up  to  his 
suffering  creditor  the  uttermost  fiathing  that  had  been 
virtually  witiiheld  from  him  in  the  hoitr  of  need.  I  had 
intended  to  notice  some  other  objections  adduced  against 
the  bill,  but  the  length  of  the  debate,  and  the  lateneas  of 
the  hour,  foihid  the  attempt. 

The  petitioners  will  now  be  lefk  1^  me  in  tbe  hands  of 
this  honorable  body.  My  duty  towwds  them  on  this  mo- 
tion has  been  fulfilled— and  quickly  aa  the  curtain  of  life 
must  close  around  them,  I  hope  our  justice  and  gratitude 
may  yet  cheer  their  a^ed  hearts^  before  thdr  departare 
to  a  better  world. 

Mr.  MACON  ofTeredKHDe  brief  remarks  in  oppoNtion 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  followed  at  some  length,  in  re 
ply  to  Mr.  WOODBURT. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  made  some  brief  observations,  and 
expressed  a  desire  that  the  question  might  be  taken  at 
once.  The  vote  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
HAYNE,  to  fiU  the  blank  witii  800^000  doBatib  was  de- 
cid«l  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Berrien,  Boultgny,  Eaton, 
Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Johnston,  of  Ixm. 
Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Parris,  Robbins,  Sanford,  Sils- 
bee.  Smith,  of  Md.  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Woodbury— 19. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Hendricks.  King,  HcKinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Itidgely, 
Kewan,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  or8.C.  Tazewell^ 
Thomas,  White,  W"iUey,  Williams— 36. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill,  which  occanoned  some  conversaiiun,  in  which 
Messrs.  COBB,  SMITH,  of  Md.  HARRISON,  NOBLK, 
and  WOODBURY,  took  part,  and  the  question  being  then 
taken,  was  deci4ed  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS-— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Elli%  Foot,  Hendridcs,  Kin^, 
McKinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Itidgely,  Rowan,  IhiRlea, 
Smith,  of  South  CaroUna,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Willey, 
Williams.— 23. 

NAYS. — Messra.  Barnard,  Bell,  Berrien,  Bouligny, 
Dickerson,  Eaton.  Harrison,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks, 
Parris,  Bobbins,  Sanford,  Seyntour,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Md.,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  White,  Woodbury.—^. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $500,000. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank  with 
500^000  dollars,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

YEAS.-^Measrs.  Barnard,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Eaton, 
Harriaon,  Hayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johntton,  of 
Loumana,  Knight,  McUne,  Marks,  Panisk  Bobbins, 
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SufiNd,  aeyiDoor,  Silsbee,  Simth,  of  Maryland,  Van 
Burns  Wdtiter,  Woodb(ii7^30. 

NATS.— Heasn.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton^ 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chaae,  Cobb,  DiclccTion,  Ellia,  Foot, 
Hendricks,  Kii^,  M'Kinley,  Macon,  Noble,  B'ldgely, 
Rowan,  Riun^,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Tbomaa, 
White,  WWer,  WiUiama— 25. 

Oo  natioD  of  Mr.  EATON,  the  biU  was  then  orJered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Tbdeidat,  March  13,  1828. 

CoMadetsble  boaineas  was  transacted  this  day,  bnt  the 
debate  was  not  of  mBlcient  importance  to  be  reported. 

FmnuT,  Makch  14,  1838. 

MEDICAL  DEPARrMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  the  bill  for  the  better  or- 
gsnization  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  when 
the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
Vvry  was  under  diacaarion,  an  honorable  Senator  from 
Oe«r|^  had  nored  to  include,  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bin,  the  Surgeons  of  the  Navy.  He  had  then  remark, 
cd.  that  the  Medical  Department  had  been  already  un- 
der tbe  connderation  of  the  Committee,  and  wia  to  be 
made  the  sobject  of  a  distinct  measui«.  Mt  believed 
tbe  lernce  required^  a  separate  or|:anization  of  this  de- 
parttiient  The  sabject  was  considered  maturely  last 
year,  and  it  was  then  deemed  absolutely  necessary,  for 
Uie  interest  j>f  the  countiy,  to  re-oi^ntze  the  Medical 
branch  of  the  Naval  Service.  Mr.  H.  then  went  into 
an  ezplanatian  of  the  bill  as  to  its  operation  upon  the 
Nafy,  in  encoura^inr  scientific  men  to  enter  the  ser- 
tSoc  i  and  spoke  in  high  terms  of  its  beneficial  effects 
in  biii^ng  into  that  department  individuals  who  would 
otherwise  rduse  to  enter  it  from  tlie  scantiness  of  the 
emoluments. 

Messrs.  CHANDLER  and  MACON  opposed  the  billj 
which  was  defended  by  Mr.  HARRISON  (  when  it  pass- 
ed to  be  engroeeed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMTTH,  of  Maryland,  it  was  order- 
ed that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Mon- 
tby  next. 

The  bill  to  authetnze  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
Statn  to  lease  c<>rtain  lots  therein  mentioned,  (connect- 
ed with  the  lead  mines  in  Illinois,}  was  taken  up,  and  af- 
ter having  been  amended  so  as  to  fix  the  penalty  of  the 
Superintendent,  in  case  of  non-performance  of  his  du- 
ty, at  20,000  dolhin,  the  blanli^  rehting  to  his  salary 
havii^  been  filled  with  1.500  dollara,  and  a  proviso 
having  been  added  to  exclude  any  allowanee  fat  Clerk 
Ure,  the  biH  wa^  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  oidered 
to  be  laid  on  the  tabh. 

Mo»aT,  MuicB  ir,  1828. 
PREVENTION  OF  DESERTION. 

On  moticm  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  to  prevent  de- 
sertion in  tbe  Amy,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken 
np— -an  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tMy  Affairs,  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill,  being 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  HARRISON  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  The 
increase  which  it  would  effect  in  the  pay  of  non-com- 
missioned  officers  and  |»ivate^  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, as  had  been  demonstrated  by  the  great  number  of 
desertioas  wtuch  bad  taken  place  in  the  Army  for  se> 
Tcral  years.  The  additional  pay  of  (be  soldieTS  wu  gra< 
dnated  in  sudi  a  manner,  m  to  prove  an  mducement  for 
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them  to  remain  in  the  service  ;  and  it  was  found,  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  those  who  deserted,  were  among 
the  newly  enlisted.  This  additional  pay  was  also  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  terms  for  which  they  enlisted,  as  a  pledge  fnr 
their  good  conduct.  The  bill  for  which  this  was  a  sub- 
stitute, was  thought  Ibble  to  objection  on  account  of 
tbe  increase  of  expenditure  which  it  would  require. 
But  no  such  objection  could  be  fooAd  with  thi^  as  the 
additional  expenditure  would  not  requhre  a  sum  eqttal 
to  that  lost  yearly  by  desertions,  "fhe  average  Ibss  by 
the  iM«sent  habit  of  desertion,  was  upwards  of  62,000 
dollars.  The  increase  of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bill  a 
57,000  dollars.  Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  should  have 
been  effected,  5,000  dollars  would  be  saved.  There 
were  two  instancea  witliin  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  individuals  who  had  enlisted  five  times  within 
1835  and  in  order  to  obtain  the  bounty  money.  By 
(he  arranjrement  now  proposed,  the  soldier  would  have, 
at  the  end  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  a  considerable  sum 
of  mone).  This  was  considered  a  ^reat  inducement  to 
honest  respectable  young  men  to  join  the  army,  and 
would  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the  conditiort  or  the 
privates.  As  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  he  liad, 
on  a  former  occasion,  endeavored  to  show  that  tlicy 
were  worse  paid  in  our  armv,  than  in  any  of  the  armies 
of  European  nations,  from  whom  we  borrowed  our  mili- 
tary system.  In  the  French  service  there  was  an  inter- 
mediate  officer  between  the  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  known  as  an  adjutant  sub-officer, 
who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  sei^feunt,  and  who  were  re- 
spectively paid.  Indeed  all  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers were  far  better  paid  than  ours.  Comparing  the  pay 
of  our  officers  to  those  in  the  English  service,  it  was 
much  in  favor  of  the  Englisii.  Besides,  sergeants  could 
be  promoted  :  and  in  the  Peninsular  war,  that  great 
warrior,  I.onl  Wellington,  had  two  officers  in  each  com- 
pany, called  CO.' ar  sergeants,  who  were  well  paid,  and 
tlie  office  was  conndcred  so  desimble,  that  it  was  much 
sought  after.  It  was  true,  the  present  bill  proposed  no 
such  arrangement ;  but  it  was  thought  tliat,  by  increas- 
ing  the  pay,  respectable  men  would  be  willing  (o  enter 
the  army.  The  fiflh  seetion  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new 
principle  in  our  army  t  and  the  reasons  for  it,  he  would 
briefly  state.  Several  of  ovir  subordinate  posts  were  silu- 
atcr^  at  a  grent  distance  from  the  commanding  officer. 
The  consequence  was,  that,  often,  when  a  soldier  had 
been  guilty  of  some  trivial  offence,  he  was  necessarily 
kept  in  prison  for  a  long  period  of  time,  until  a  Court 
Martial  cauld  be  convened,  or  he  could  be  sent  to  a  dis- 
tance to  be  tried.  It  was,  therefitre,  thought  advisable 
to  allow,  on  such  occasions,  the  commander  of  tiie  post 
to  assemble  Courts  Martial  for  llie  trial  of  offences  com< 
mitted  in  the  garrison.  This  was  higldy  recommended 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  army,  in  their  examinations  last 
year.  There  was  another  uovehy  in  the  bUI,  which  arose 
from  a  similar  necessity.  Where  a  lufBcietit  number  of 
commissioned  officers  were  not  stationed  at  a  post  to 
constitute  a  Court  Martial,  it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a 
non-commissioned  officer  to  complete  the  number.  He 
believed  this  was  common  in  the  French  service.  There 
could  be  no  danger  in  adopting  the  system,  and  it  would 
obviate  many  difficulties.  Manv  noncommissioned  of- 
ficers were  men  of  character  anu  intelligence,  and  when 
their  pay  should  have  been  inoreosed,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  would  be  willing  to  take  the  office,  and  tbe  rank 
would  be  placed  on  a  better  footing.  Besides,  when 
they  found  a  principle  adopted  in  monarchical  Govern- 
ments, that  would  allow  the  advancement  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  they  could  safely  rely  upon  its 
having  been  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  sendee. 

TIm  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  was  then 
agmd  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


451 


GALES  fr?  SEATON'S  RKGISTEK 


45S 


SENATE.] 


PreventkM  of  Daertian. 


[Hab»  17, 183a 


Mr.  RATNE  satd,  that  he  wms  far  from  ben^  Mtixfied 

with  tliat  provision  wliich  proposed  to  admit  the  non-com- 
missioned oflicers  to  sit  upon  Courts  Martia],  It  struck 
him  as  being  a  bad  plan.  There  was  an  evident  distinction 
between  cummissioned  ami  non-commissioned  officers, 
'  and  which  could  not  be  safely  broken  down.  The  lat- 
ter milled  with  the  soldiers*  and  imbibed  prejudices 
which  woidd  make  it  difficult  Tor  them  to  render  impar- 
tial judgment,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  those  upon 
whose  tnals  they  would  sit.  lie  woutdj  if  in  order,  more 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  tlie  bill. 

The  CHAIH  remarked,  that  the  amendment  had  been 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  When  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  gentleman  woidd  have 
nn  opportunity  of  making  his  motion. 

Mr.  HAVNB  said,  that  he  would  move,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  strike  out.  If  he  did  not  see  reasons  why  this 
provision  should  be  made. 

Mr.  HAKKISON  then  moved  to  fiU  the  first  blank  in 
the  bill,  with  the  aum  of  %  10,  (the  monthly  pay  of  the 
firrt-aergeanta.) 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that,  for  many  j'ears,  Congreas 
had  gone  on  increasing  the  expense  »t  the  army,  by 
bei^nning  with  the  pay  of  the  lower  officers,  and  bring, 
ing  it  up  so  near  to  tite  next  higlier  grade,  that  it  soon 
became  necessaiy  to  raise  that  also.  He  thought  railing 
the  pay  of  the  first  setgeaiits  from  10  to  15  dollars  was 
too  great  a  change.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  13 
dollars. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  that  the  committee  had 
not  been 'unanimous  on  thia  subject.  Rut,  as  the  bill 
proposed  to  prevent  desertion,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
raise  the  pay  ao  to  as  to  induce  respectable  men  to  take 
the  office.  He  had  never  lud  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  a  Captain  of  Uie  Army,  wtio  did  not  admit 
that  the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  most  beneficial. 
Only  a  few  days  since,  a  gentleman,  whose  name  he 
thought  it  proper  to  mention — Captai.;  Taylor,  of  Old 
P<»nt  Comfort — informed  that  he  had  paid  150  dollars, 
from  his  own  pocket,  to  induce  a  first  sergeant  under 
him  to  remain  in  the  service,  so  very  valuable  were  bis 
servieea. 

The  remaining  blanks  in  tiie  bill  were  then  filled,  as 
stated  below,  and  the  following  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate : 

"  Be  it  enaettdt  Ue.  That  the  monthly  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  muucians,  and  artificers  of  the 
army,  shall  be  regulMed  and  fixed  as  follows,  to  wit : 
To  each  seweant-OMijor,  quartermaaterflctgeant,  chief 
mtirieian,  andnrat  sergeant  of  a  company,  doHars  ; 
to  all  other  sergeants,  thirteen  doUan  t  to  each  corporal, 
ten  dollars ;  to  each  munnan,  eight  dollars  |  to  each  arti- 
ficer ten  doUurs. 

<*  Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  farther  enaiUed,  That,  in  addition  to 
the  monthly  pay  of  each  private  soldier  who  may  be 
hereafter  enlisted,  be  ahall  be  entitled  to  receive,  during 
the  first  two  years  of  hit  first  enlistment,  50  cents ;  during 
the  third  year  of  said  enlistment,  one  dollar;  and  if  he 
re<enlist  for  the  t«rm  of  five  years,  one  dollar  fifty  cents: 
pTov!d/:dj  That  (he  additional  monthly  pay  herein  pro- 
vided for,  be  retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
each  enlistment,  when,  upon  bnng  entitled  to  an  honor- 
able discharge,  the  sum  so  retuned  shall  be  paid  to  the 
soldier,  or,  if  be  die  in  service,  to  bis  legal  representa- 
tives. 

*'  See.  3.  And  bt  it  fuHher  enaettd.  That  the  first  term 
of  enlistment  of  each  effective  able-bodied  citiaen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  limited  to  three  ynn^  and 
all  subsequent  re-enlistmenta  to  five  years. 
.  See.  4.  And  bt  it  further  tnaeted.  That  the  twelfUi 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  fixing  the  MiUUry 
r«ace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  paued  the 
]4th  of  March,  1803,  be,  and  the  aame  is  hcrebjt,  re- 
pealed. 


*'See.  5.^rffotf/w^emic(M;Thattiw66tharUde 
of  war  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended, 
tliat  the  commanding  officers  of  such  garrisons^  for% 
barmcka,  or  other  places  that  may  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Statei^  may  aaaemble  Courts 
Martial,  to  connst  of  three  meflobtn,  (inchiare  of  the 
trident,)  and  deude  upon  their  aentenoes. 

"Sec  6.  Jnd  bt  U  further  enaeltd.  That  a  seigcsirt. 
major,  a  quartermaster  sergeant,  or  the  first  sergeant  of 
a  company,  may  sit  as  a  member  of  a  regimental  or  gar- 
rison court  martial :  Provided,  Tint  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  commissioned  officers  are  not  present  and  for  duty 
at  the  post  where  tlie  court  martiai  ^11  be  ordered  to 
convene." 

Mr.  U AYN  E  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikiiv 
out  the  6lh  section. 

Mr.  HARRISON  oppowd  the  motion,  and  asked  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whether  it  weuU  Mt 
be  better,  when  the  reqtuaite  number  of  comtniMimed 
officers  were  not  within  reach,  to  constibite  a  court  con- 
sisting of  two  conunissioued  and  one  nm-commianoned 
officer,  than  that  a  aridier  riiould  hnr  in  prison  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  until  a  court  could  be  ooOTencd,  or  that 
it  should  be  necesnry  to  tranqtort  him  twooribreebini* 
dred  miles  to  be  tried  ? 

Mr.  Sm  i'U,  of  Md.,  suggested  a  modification  of  tbe 
section,  to  confine  the  pumber  of  non-conunisnoned  offi> 
cars  allowed  to  At  upon  courts  martial,  to  one. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  that  a  garrison  ooort  martial  re* 
quired  only  three  officers,  and  wbererer  there  was  a 
company,  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  com' 
missioned  officers.  But.  aside  from  any  convenience 
which  might  be  the  result  of  the  meuure,  be  conndef- 
ed  that  its  efTecU  would  be  demraalizing,  and  lead  to 
much  evil.  He  thought  any  step  whieh  should  break 
down  the  distinction  between  conunimoned  and  non* 
commiss;oned  officers,  aa  of  a  dangvroua  tendency. 
There  always  had  been  a  distinction,  and  it  waa  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be.  They  were  taken  from  dif- 
ferent classes  of  sodety,  and  were  men  of  different 
habits  and  mannera.  There  was  another  objectioa 
which  he  thought  insuperable.  Tbe  commisnon  of  the 
commissioned  officer  waa  his  property,  and  it  gave  btn 
an  independence  which  the  non-commissioned  offioer 
oouid  not  possess.  The  latter  was  the  creature  of  his 
superior  officers,  liable  to  be  discharged  by  them,  and 
depending  much  upon  them.  It  was  impossible  that  be 
could  possess  the  feelings  and  independence  to  enable 
him  to  be  au  impartial  judge  t  and*  said  Mr.  H.  I  repeat 
again,  that  they  mix  too  much  with  the  sddiers.  to  pe^ 
form  their  duty  in  a  satisfactorpr  manner.  They  wouid 
be  very  liable  to  have  prejudices,  which  would,  mart 
or  less,  operate  upon  their  judgments,  and  would  give 
great  dissatisluction  to  the  soldiers.  Mr.  11.  said,  he  ra- 
collected  being  in  a  garrison  where  the."*  was  a  first  se^ 
geant,  who  was  as  good  an  officer  in  his  grade  as  he  ever 
knew  1  and  he  was  exactly  in  this  noution— 4dMMit  one- 
half  of  tlte  soldiers  were  his  friends,  and  the  other  ban 
his  enemies.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  s<4dieia 
would  not  be  satisfied  by  decisions  given  by  such  an  in- 
dividual, although  they  would  be  willing  to  be  tried  by 
their  miperiors,  who  could  have  no  private  feeUngs  to- 
wards them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought  the  aiguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  reasonable.  Jie  bad  rather 
that  the  section  should  he  struck  out  [  but,  if  it  was  re* 
tained,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  modified  according  to 
Uie  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Marvlaml- 

Mr.  HAKKISON  tlicn  offered  (he  following  proviso  lo 
the  6th  section 

"  ProBuIed,  That  thirv  shall  not  be  more  than  one 
non>comnussioned  officer  on  anv  Curison  or  Reginiea- 
tal  Court  Martial." 
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[SENATE. 


Hr.  SM1TB,  of  Maryland,  stid.  that  the  remarks  of 
the  pentleimn  from  Suuth  Carolina  were  mainly  correct  { 
but  there  vere  cases  in  wbioh  the  difficuUies  Would 
fender  the  MlmisBton  of  non-commissioned  ufficera  abao- 
hteljr  neceKsry.  9ot  instance,  at  a  post  where  there 
were  two  officers  and  a  subAltert),  if  a  CapUin  ordered 
a  Court  Martial;  tlie  soldier  to  be  tried  must  remain  in 
prisBB  until  aa  officer  coukl  be  sent  for  to  a  distant  part 
of  the  cotuitzy.  This  would  create  great  discontent,  and 
had  to  dcAcrtion. 

Mr.  I1A¥N£  repeated,  that,  wherever  a  company  was 
■tadased  there  would  be  three  officers,  unless  they  had 
bcea  teduced  i  in  which  case,  a  delay  of  a  short  time 
vmld  uke  place.  He  hoped  tlie  section  would  be 
stridcen  oat. 

Mr.  HARRISON  aud,  there  were  many  posts  which 
wesc  hdd  by  less  than  ftill  companies,  and  where  three 
nCcers  were  not  required.  He  nerer  knew  a  Captain 
wbo  ifid  not  treat  a  faithful  first  sergeant  with  as  mnch 
lespaet  aa  be  £d  an  enngn «  and  indeed,  bis  ser\'ices 
were  moch  oMre  important ;  and  there  were  instances 
where  a  stuanMry  dMunon  -wis  necessary,  which  could 
not  be  had  onless  this  measure  were  adopted. 

After  some  fitrther  conversation  between  Messrs. 
SMITH,  of  Md..  HAYNE.  and  HARRISON, 

Mr.  CHANDLBR  moved  to  strike  out  the  maeOs  **  lint 
se^eant." 

Ifr.  BENTON  nude  a  few  reaurks  in  opposition  to 
ttefithseetiim. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CHANDLER  ;  which  was  smed  to. 

The  motion  of  Hr.  HAYNE,  to  strike  out  the  section, 
as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

TW  biH,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed far  a  third  reading. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
The  geuenH  Orden  of  the  Day  were  then  taken  up, 
sad  the  Senate  conMered  the  bill  to  grant  certain  m- 
iaqiiWied  and  unappropriated  landa  to  the  State  of  AU* 
bams,  for  the  purpose  trf"  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawha,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 

Hr.  MeK]NI.BY  siud,  tlut  this  bill  had  been  present- 
ed by  htm,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
htme  of  Ahbama,  miich  had  Miice  been  received,  and 
inaeeotdanoe  with  iriiieh  die  committee  had  reported 
acne  amendments.  It  was  scarcely  necessaiY  for  him 
to  nve  upon  the  Senate,  the  importance  of  the  pro- 
posea  improvements ;  and  he  had  hoped,  ere  this,  to 
nsve  been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate  Uie  Report  of 
the  Engineer  Department,  upon  the  surreys  which  had 
been  made  hut  yesA  But  the  ill  health  of  the  person 
whose  duty  it  was  to  draw  up  the  Report,  had  prevent, 
ed  him  from  performing  it.  He  would  merely  state, 
tint  the  population,  alrave  tlie  L*rge  Muscle  Shoals,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  had  no  advantage  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  except  during  a  short  period  in  each 
yeas;  when  the  waters  were  uncommonly  high.  The 
phn  of  improvement  was  practlciAle,  and  promised  must 
beiie6dal  results.  The  large  ahoal  was  ten  miles  long  ; 
and  the  river,  at  that  point,  spreads  itself  from  one  mile 
So  two  miles  in  width,  obstructed  by  islands  aud  rocks. 
The  diore  was  a  high  bhiff,  and  two  or  three  streams 
emptied  into  the  Tennessee,  which  would  be  sufficient 
foeder*  for  the  projected  canal.  The  plan  was,  to  tiirow 
a  wall  aloi^  the  bluff,  thereby  forming  a  navigable  canal. 
The  expense  for  improving  this  pasnnge,  must  necessarily 
be  great.  Tliere  were  other  points  of  less  importance, 
and  which  would  ctwt,  comparatively,  but  smull  Bums.  A 
sm^e  glance  at  the  imp,  mtist  ronrincc  any  ono  of  llie 
great  importance  of  this  plan  lu  Wtst  Tennossee,  Mis. 
aoon,  and  Abbama.  He  hoped  that  the  .'^mc  kind  of  up. 
proprialion  of  I  mils  would  be  made,  us  during  the  laul 
session,  Was  nuklf,  fur  canals  in  lllint^s  sikI  Indianth    He  . 


knew  that  there  had  been  much  controversy  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress  to  make  imiirovements  in  the -in- 
terior (  and  that  the  doctrine  was  held  by  some,  that,  al- 
thougii  they  had  the  power  to  improve  the  seaboanl,  by 
widening  channels,  erecting  breakwaters,  and  clearing 
out  harbors,  tliey  could  not  go  into  the  inland  sections 
of  the  country  and  perform  the  same  offices,  by  im- 
proving rivers,  making  roads  and  canals,  gee.    It  appear- 
ed that  the  hostilities  on  this  question,  arose  out  of  the 
contest  for  State  Rights.     It  was  a  question  cliieftv 
raised  by  the  Old  States.    Dut  it  was  one  in  which  the 
various  sections  of  tlie  country  were  not  equally  inter- 
ested.  It  would  be  observed,  that  the  very  condition 
upon  which  the  New  States  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  was,  that  they  should  have  no  sovereignty  over 
the  lands.    The  lands  were  owned  by  tlie  United  Stales ; 
we,  of  the  New  States,  have  no  authority  over  them  ; 
and  I  should  suppose  that  those  who  are  the  strictest 
in  their  construction  of  the  Constitution,  would  find  no 
^fficulty  in  granting  the  public  domain  for  purposes 
like  thcwe  pointed  out  in  the  bill.    It  was  an  eveiy  day 
practice  for  the  United  SUtea  to  prosecute  indinduab 
for  trespasses  on  the  lands  owned  by  the  General  Co- 
vemment — nor  by  these  proceedings  was  it  pretended 
that  the  sovereignty  of  the  Sutes  was  invaded.  There 
seemed,  thereftwe,  no  objection  to  the  application  of 
these  lands  to  improving  the  country  in  which  they  lie. 
In  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  United  Stales  now  held 
between  twenty^ight  and  twenty.nine  millions  of  acres, 
the  Indian  title  to  which  had  not  yet  been  eTtuignished. 
On  the  South  nde  of  the  River  Tennessee,in  the  vicinity  of 
Uuscle  Shoals,  there  was  an  immense  tract  of  public  lands, 
comprising  nearly  the  whole  of  the  coimty  of  .rackson. 
There  were  also  large  tracts  on  tlie  North  side  of  the 
river,  occupied  cliiemr  by  the  Indians.   There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  United  Sutes, 
that  the  access  to  and  from  those  lands  should  be  im- 
proved,  it  would  open  them  to  new  and  increased  set- 
tlements, and  from  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  im- 
provement proposed,  it  would  stand  among  the  first 
works  of  a  national  character. 

Mr.  BRANCH  brieay  opposed  the  bill,  and  wislicd 
more  information  as  to  the  expenditure  which  would  be 
required. 

Hr.  McKINLEY,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  work 
would  require  a  lai^  appropriation.  As  to  the  value  of 
the  huids,  it  was  quite  uncertain  t  but  it  had  been  sup. 
posed  that  half  a  million  of  dollars  would  complete  the 
object.  Four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  was  llie 
amount  fixed  upon,  as  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  lands 
would  bring  a  greater  price  hereafter,  than  they  had  al- 
ready brought.  Appropriations  of  tlie  same  amount  ha<I 
been  made  last  year  for  the  canal  in  Illinois,  and  also  for 
that  in  Indiana. 

Mr,  CHANDLER  sud,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
not  press  this  measure  at  the  present  time  t  hut  wait  un- 
til the  report,  to  which  he  aUndcd,  should  have  been 
laid  before  Uie  Senate.  They  ought  not  to  act  in  the 
dark  upon  a  hill  so  important.  The  report  migtit  be 
liad  heturc  Congress  rose,  and  it  was  quite  necrssar}-, 
as  it  was  not  possible  to  tell,  without  it,  wiiether  the  pl:in 
would  cost  more  or  less  than  the  sum  pntposcd.  Tite 
gentleman  could  hardly  expect  that  the  Senate  would 
make  an  appropriation  of  500,000  dollars,  withont  some 
information  upon  the  subject.  He  wislied  to  act  with 
his  eyes  open  ;  and  must,  under  present  circumsLinccs, 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  KINIi  said,  that  if  he  had  any  ide  a  lliat  iIip  g^ii 
tloman  from  Maine  would  vote  for  the  bill  under  any 
circu instances,  or  with  any  information,  he  should  nut 
t)c  uiiwillinjf  to  delay  it  until  llif  report  sbouM  Jiave 
been  brought  ni  for  bis  advanLige.  Iliit,  as  the  pcntle- 
m-^n  bn<l  unifurmly  voted  against  ii-uilar  measures — anJ 
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*a  every  man,  who  knew  the  geography  of  the  country, 
must  be  struck  with  the  nccesnty  of  the  works  pro- 
posed, and  the  rast  benefit  wludi  must  arise  from  their 
completion,  lie  really  could  not  indulge  the  gentlenwn 
in  consenting  to  pfwtpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 
He  was  very  desirous  that  the  estimates  should  be  had ; 
but  die  illness  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  duty  of 
-making  them  »p-  was  entrusted,  had  prevented  tbeir 
completion.  Ute  Bkd  been  totd,  by  General  Bernard, 
that  he  would  giTe'ttm  a  statement  ef  the  gross  amount, 
but  the  minute  est  Mates  must  vet,  for  some  days,  be  de- 
layed. That  gentleman  stated,  that  the  importance  of 
the  projected,  improvement  was  immense.  It  might, 
perhaps,  be  conudered  a  circumstance  in  favor  of  the 
uppropriation,  that  Alabama  had  never  received  one 
foot  of  land  for  tlie  construction  of  raada  and  canals,  or 
for  any  other  improvement.  On  the  other  hand  she  bad 
appropriated  large  sums  of  mtmey,  from  her  own  re- 
sources, for  such  object^  This  work,  in  which  she  now 
usks  for  assistance,  was  one  which  ihd  not  atone  promise 
benefit  to  her  own  citizens,  but  was  a  project  of  great 
national  importance  ;  and  he  hoped  tJongrcss  would  feel 
>lis]>used  to  extend  the  same  Uberality  to  Alabama,  as  had 
been  extended  to  other  States.  He  hoped,  if  his  ftiend 
from  Maine  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  on  the  bill, 
under  any  circunulances,  he  would  not  obstruct  its  pas- 
sage, but  allow  others  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLEK  said,  it  was  true  that  he  did  not 
know  as  lie  should  vote  for  the  bill  under  any  circuni- 
stances.  But  he  thought  the  Senate  oiisht  to  possess 
more  information  upon  the  subject  than  they  now  pos- 
aessed,  before  tlicy  attempted  to  decide  upon  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  NODLE  was  understood  to  say,  that  it  was  not 
customary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description  williout  having 
tlie  esliinates  to  go  upon.  But,  as  to  the  constitutional 
power,  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  that  the  Constitu- 
tion read  differently  in  Maine  and  Alabama.  How  was  it 
that  they  liud  a  pmect  right  to  make  a  miFitary  road  in 
Maine,  and  no  shadow  of  power  to  make  a  canal  in  Ala- 
bama ?  Ue  would  ask  what  clause  in  the  Constitution 
authorized  the  construction  cf  a  military  road  *  Hiere 
was  no  suclt  clause.  But,  then,  it  was  done  under  the 
power  of  regulating  the  army.  It  was  easy  enough  to 
construe  the  Constitution  when  this  road  was  to  be  con- 
structed. Wl«n  Kennebeck,  or  Kennebunk,  or  wbat- 
ever  it  might  be  called,  was  interested,  the  leaves  of  the 
Censtitution,  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine's  scru- 
ples were  to  be  found,  were  frosen  together  by  his 
Northern  predilections.  It  has  been  argued  that  the 
benefits  of  improvement  liad  not  been  equally  bestowed. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  complained  that  his 
State  bad  received  nothing.  But,  said  Mr.  N.,  ^ve  can- 
not Btve  tliem  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask  it— althou^ 
I  believe  tliere  is  a  bul  dot  before  the  Senate  for  on 
outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do  not  recollect  which,  in  that  State. 
He  wag  for  it  Ue  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever 
it  was  wanted-  He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of  AUba- 
ma  t  and  would  as  soon  vote  for  the  canal  they  stand  in 
need  of  as  for  the  military  road  in  Maine.  He  wished  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and 
enlighten  hiir.  as  to  tlie  difTerence  of  the  Constitution  in 
one  State  and  in  another.  For  bis  own  part,  he  con«- 
dered  iU  operation  umform.  He  did  not  wish  to  have 
the  Constitution  always  brought  in,  until  it  should  at  list 
be  eaten  up  with  talking,  and  be  con«dered  of  httle 
importance  from  everlasting  recurrence  to  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  some  of  thu&e  whose  comeieocet  were  so 
tender,  might  be  sincere  (  btit  his  prindple  wai,  to  ex- 
tend equal  benefits  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  He  did 
nut  wish  to  be  told,  whenever  apprc^riations  were  pro* 
posed,  that  there  was  no  SUte  but  UMne  in  wtdch  the 
Constitution  operated,  and  that  its  particulu  prorinee 


was  somewhere  about  Kennebeck  or  Kennebunk.  lie 
wanted  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Constitution  to  all 
the  different  seotionaoT  the  country.  If  not,  idiQ^  tt 
at  once,  and  get  rid  of  tlus  eternal  dispute  upon  it. 
Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks. 
Mr.  M'KINLEY  then  handed  to  the  Secretary  a  rough 
estimate,  received  from  the  Chief  Enrineer,  <»  the  ex- 
penses of  the  impTOTement  ceotempbted  by  tbebHIi 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  should  deem  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  this  bill,  as  he  did  for  those  making  appro* 
liriations  fbr  the  Ulinois  and  IncUana  Canals.  The  doc- 
trine which  he  held,  bad  been  fbnneriy  expressed  in  tins 
House,  against  appropriations  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  Intemu  Improvement,  lliey 
were,  he  knew,  unfiuhionable  doctrines.  But  these  eon- 
stdcratiooB  he  now  ^searded  i  and  put  his  oppoiidon  to 
the  bill  upon  a  difTerent  ground  altogether.  He  object* 
ed  to  It  because  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  compact 
entered  into  at  the  admission  of  Alabama  into  the  Union. 
The.  grant  of  the  Territory  to  the  United  States,  was 
not  an  unconditional  grant.  What  was  the  object  of  ihb 
bill  t  It  was  an  unconditional  grant  to  the  State  of  Ala* 
bama  of  a  quanthy  of  land,  for  the  peculiar  benefit  of 
that  State.  By  the  articles  of  cession  between  Georgia 
and  the  United  Statea,  it  was  agreed  that  those  lands 
should  remain  as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included ;  and  it  was  added,  in 
that  instrument,  that  they  should  "  be  faithfully  diqwsed 
of  for  DO  other  purposes."  The  question  then  preacnted 
by  this  biU>  waa^  does  it  Violate  the  artidee  of  ceswm 
We  are  about  to  dispose  of  thU  land.  How  f  Are  we 
applying  fit  to  the  common  use  of  the  United  States, 
Georgia  included  t  and  for  no  other  puipose  }  No.  I 
say  it  is  to  be  disposed  fur  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and 
for  no  other  part  m  the  country  whatever.  He  knew 
that  it  woidd  be  uud,  that  it  was  fbr  the  ben^rof  the 
United  States,  because  It  would  incxcase  the  price  ofthe 
public  lands,  and  promote  their  settkrocnt  f  sod  that 
Georgia  would  share  in  these  advantages.  That  thb  was 
a  fallacious  method  of  reasoning,  and  «Qular  to  that 
which  was  alwaya  resorted  to,  when  the  violatiea  ef  toy 
compact  was  contemplated.  He  wi^ed  the  gentleman 
who  had  introduced  thb  bill  to  take  up  (he  artides  of 
cesuon,  and  satisfy  himself  relative  to  the  compact  be* 
tween  Georfpa  and  the  General  Goreminent 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  sud  be  oould  not  see  what  the  com- 
pact between  Georgia  had  to  do  iKith  a  |^t  of  land  for 
tlie  purpoeea  of  Internal  Improvement.  He  thought 
differently  from  the  gentleman  from  Geoigia,  u  to  tbii 

Srant  being  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of  Ala* 
a'ma.  He  understood  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  Uiuted  States,  and  (or  all  iU  citizens  who  bad 
any  trade  in  the  waters  of  the  Western  States.  Do  we 
understand,  said  Mr.  McK.,  that  works  wbidi  are  fcr  na- 
tional purposes,  are  for  the  benefit  of  any  paiticolir 
State  i  If  the  Une  was  drawn,  he  wished  to  know  wheie 
it  would  befpn,  and,  if  drawn  at  all,  it  ought  to  extend 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  parts  of  the  counliy.  If  tbey 
were  not  to  make  any  appreciations  fbr  the  imiMv*** 
mcnt  of  natural  obsttudioas  to  intercourse,  let  it  exteao 
^so  to  the  sea>4>oard.  It  wa^  indeed,  a  strange  doc- 
trine, that  allowed  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  li- 
vers on  tlie  coast,  yet  denied  the  right  to  apply  the  laiiw 
measures  to  the  interior.  Wei-e  tlie  Western  States  to 
be  looked  upon  as  half  sisters  only  erf  tlus  Uiuon  t  Tbey 
were  certainly  restricted  in  their  rights.  The  old  Sttfes 
ei\juyed  fiill  soverdgnlj  over  the  territory  wiUun  tbeir 
limits.  We  are  crippled  in  our  sovereign^'  i  sad  « 
ae  to  be  excluded  from  any  grant  of  land  to  Improve 
our  watera  I   If  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  bad  com- 

{lared  the  compact  with  the  Constitution,  he  woiUd  bwe 
bund  that  such  a  proviaon  as  he  alluded  to  wmm  bsve 
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beea  ViiTwiUtioH  trf"  the  Conatitit«tioo.  which  was  in  full 
Eks  wben  those  articles  of  cession  were  drawn  up.  He 
vondered  why  the  eenUeman  had  not,  on  the  passage  of 
IniDCThUb  <a  tins  kind,  thoorbt  them  violaUons  of  the 
cDOpaet  between  Virpna  and  the  United  States, 

Mr.  COBB  hm  tibSemd.Hut  be  had  thMight  10^  and 
he  had  mentraned  his  opinions. 

Mr.  lfi^3NL.KT  resumed.  He  wished  to  know  why 
the  donstiotis  of  butd  for  universities,  for  a  seat  of  Go- 
Tonment,  and  fur  schools,  were  not  equally  violations  of 
tbe  compact  as  tlus  appropriation,  which  was  allowed  to 
beforaiMlioDal  objet^  He  hoped  tbe  People  of  the 
West  ngi  to  be  ceaadercd  (ess  the  brothers  of  the 
Union  than  Uiose  on  the  sea-eoast ;  and  that  the  same 
tneeaure  of  jtnljce  wotdd  be  awuded  te  all  tbe  ctifferent 
scctioHor  tbecountiy. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that,  if  the  gcRtleauLn  from  AUbania 
had  naliced  bis  former  remarks,  be  w«uld  have  observ- 
ed that  he  declared  haTuig  now  the  same  objedions  to 
tkie  bin  as  be  had  hat  year  to  those  for  canals  in  lUtnois 
aad  InAana.  He  liad  then  offered  the  same  opposition 
to  thoae  bitla  and  be  thought  still,  that  tbejr  were  as 
much  Tiolstioiis  of  tbe  compact  with  Virginia,  as  this 
bsU  VDuld  be  of  that  with  Georgia.  He  desired  tlwt, 
when  the  gentleman  declared  that  tbe  ctmapact  was  not 
vnfidrbe  would  demonitrate  the  truth  of  hii  assertion. 
1  beM^  wish  dtat  it  eooU  be  proved  wo,  ti»t  Georgia 
■ight  MTc  back  tbe  territonr  which  she  disposed  of  to 
^  Unted  States.  Then,  if  Alabama  and  Hissisnppi 
woe  restored  to  as,  we  diould  indeed  be  a  grand  State, 
and  have  aone  weight  in  the  Union.  He  would  ask  tbe 
peaUcoMobf  whatruleheconwlered  thisa  natiomd  eb- 
jecL  A-wntianri  object!  when  we  grant  land  to  the 
itMe  of  ,  a  amgle  State,  fat  certain  purposes  in 

whacb  die  alone  is  interested!  Tbe  geademan  says  it  will 
benefit  a  number  of  States ;  but  be  certainly  had  for* 
gotten  Ant  tfaeblH  provided  for  the  cnlleotioh  of  a  toll 
by  the  State  of  Alabama.  This  is  my  understanding  cf 
tte  biU.   If  I  am  in  error,  the  gedttesDan  can  iofiMto  me. 

m.  )icKINI.BT  said,  the  gentleman  wan  in  error— the 
biO  only  piopoatd  that  no  toll  should  be  coltected  upon 
tbe  ptopectjr  of  tlu  United  Sutes. 

Hr.  COBB  resumed.  What  did  sucb  an  exemption 
■gnify,  bat  that  a  toll  should  be  collected  on  the  dtizens 
of  tbe  States,  from  which  the  Government  should  be 
free  t  mm  dnnse  could  have  no  other  meaning.  The 
M^qocttioathatlpvttotheSenatets:  Does  not  tbb 
violale  the  compact  ?  He  adndtted  that  the  aKicles  of 
eeauuu  had  never  been  treated  with  mucb  regard.  He 
knew,  alao^  that  the  United  States  bad  violated  them  on 
ay  oeeasioaB.  Tbe  State  t^emments  alone  bad  re- 
ended  them.  U«  only  asked  whether  these  public 
wDd%  which  were  to  be  given  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama, 
woold  hf  act  be  retained  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  Gewgia  included  >  If  it 
«a%  then  his  obiectioo  to  the  bill  was  unfounded.  If  it 
van  not,  be  was  b<Nme  out  in  h»  opponUon. 

Mr.  MCKINL.BT  obsarved,  that  the  United  SUtes  was 
the  great  buidhobkr  of  the  West.  If  an;^  other  land- 
haldcr  wished  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  lands,  he 
would  find  it  expedient  to  improve  tb.e  roads  and  ca- 
nals dtroogfa  his  domain.  If  this  principle  was  admitted, 
then  tbe  position  follows  that  the  United  States  would  be 
benefited  by  the  hnprovement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
streams  that  border  on  tbe  Public  Lands,  Ge<»>^  would, 
in  comrnon  with  the  other  States,  derive  benefit  from 
aocb  a  disposal  of  tbe  Territory  ceded  by  her  to  tbe 
United  8tate«^  and  hence  the  articles  would  be  adhered 
to.  The  obiectMHi  applied  to  every  <rther  new  Slate,  as 
wdl  ns  toAhbaaiBf  andhe  tnisted  her daima  to  the 
we  bcBcfita  an  had  been  extended  to  other  States 
would  not  be  domed  to  Alabama. 

Mr.  HMJQGUBa  tp<^  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  conn- 
deicd  the  in^roreiiients  iwopoicd  by  it  as  interesting  to 


the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it  to  fortification^ 
which  m^ght  be  erected  for  the  defence  o(  some  parti- 
cular city  ;  but  also  contributed  to  the  protection  of  the 
whole  country. 

Several  amendments  were  then  adopted. 

Mr.  McKINLBY  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a  pro- 
vision for  exempting  alt  penons  in  tbe  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  tlie  citizens  of  all  otlter  States  in  the 
Union,  from  toUs,  unless  authorized  by  an  act  of 
Congress  «  which  was  af^reed  to. 

Mr.  KINO  moved  to  fiU  two  blanks  in  tbe  bill,  so  as  to 
enjoin  upon  tbe  State  of  Alabama  to  commence  the  pro- 
secution of  .tbe  works  within  two  years,  and  to  complete 
it  within  ten  years.   Agteed  to. 

The  bill  tuving  been  reportetl  to  tbe  Senate,  was 
briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  BENTON,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
COBB  {  when  the  question  being  taken  on  engrossing, 
it  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton,  Bouligiiy, 
Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Johnson  Ky.  Johnston,  of 
Lou.  Kane,  Ring,  Knight,  MclUnley,  Mark^  Noble,  Kob- 
bins.  Rowan,  Buggies,  Soutb,  of  Md.  Webster,  White, 
Williams. -23. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickeaon,  M«on,  Parris  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C. 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  WiUey,  Woodbury.— 13. 

TmnsAX,  Mucn  18,  1838. 
SETTLEMENT  OP  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  the  bill  to  pro> 
vide  the  final  settlement  of  private  bmd  clums  in 
tbeserersl  States  and  Territories  was  taken  up,  and,  hav- 
ing been  read, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  moved  that  tbe  bill  be  read  by 
sections,  wlucb  was  agreed  to,  and  the  first  section  was 
amended,  on  motion  <»  Mr.  S. 

Mr.  MACON  objected  to  the  provision  in  tiie  5tb  sec- 
tbn,  which  provided  for  the  sitting  of  Commisiuoners  in 
the  City  of  Washingtoib  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  that  the  Committee  took 
into  consideration  that  many  of  the  States  were  unhealthy. 
In  Washington  there  would  be  securi^  to  health,  and  the 
reports,  for  many  years,  of  committees  on  these  various 
ebum%  wottM  be  at  hand.  The  great  object  of  the  com- 
OHttee  was  to  settle,  finally,  these  chains.  If  any  better 
plan  than  that  proposed,  could  be  fixed  upon,  be  should 
acquiesce  in  It. 

Mr.  MACON  made  no  motion,  and  the  reading  pro- 
gressed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  remarked,  that,  in  the  11th  section 
there  was  eatabltshed  a  rij^t  of  i^pcal  to  tbe  Supreme 
Court,  by  indmduals.  But  there  was  no  such  pro^sum 
in  fiivor  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  observed,  that  he  would  acc^ui< 
iesce  in  any  amendment  which  the  genUeman  from  Maine 
woidd  offer. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  words 
"United  States  or;"  so  that  the  United  States  or  any 
claimant,  may  have  the  right  of  appeal,  &c.  t  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  (salaries 
of  the  Comnuwoners,)  with  3,000  dolUta.    Agreed  to. 

The  blanks  for  the  aalair  <rf'  tbe  Law  Agent  and  Sec- 
retaty  were  then  filled  with  2,000  and  1,500  dollars.  Tbe 
blank  for  the  salary  of  the  CInk  was  filled  with  $  1,300. 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  thought  tbe  biU  liad  not  been  suffi- 
<aently  examined  t  there  appeared  to  be  many  inaccura- 
des.  I'here  was  one  in  the  17th  section,  in  which  claim- 
ants were  allowed  to  settle  on  lands  not  located.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  intended  that  they  might  locate  on  any  part 
of  the  Public  Lands.  He  wished  exphuution. 
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Mr.  BARTON  sud,  there  were  a  number  of  tncta  of 
laitd  called  concessions,  which  were  pointed  out  by  Ibis 
put  of  the  bill. 

BIT.  KING  saidf  be  was  not  Mtisfied ;  there  were  no 
bounduicfl  fixed*  no  tnicts  specified. 

Mr.  BBRRIBN  said,  it  nugbt  happen^hat  the  United 
States  would  have  disposed  of  some  of  the  lands  which 
would  be  decided  by  this  tribunal  as  b^  right  the 
property^of  the  claimants.  It  was  considered  just, 
ttia^  in  such  cases,  other  lands  should  be  awarded  to 
the  claimants*  in  lieu  of  those  of  which  they  bad  been 
divested. 

Mr.  KINO  «dd*  that  they  were  permitted  to  locate 
wherever  they  pleased.   The  pro^sion  was  too  loose. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied,  that  when,  by  the  judgment  ot 
this  tribunal,  it  should  be  found  that  an  indiTidiu]  has  a 
claim  to  land  under  the  Spanish  Government,  the  bill  pro- 
vided that  be  should  take  an  equivBlentporti<m  of  land. 
The  manner  iu  which  it  should  be  dme  would  be  settled 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRNTON  mkI,  that  an  amendment  might  be  made 
to  render  the  provision  more  explicit  It  was  clear  that, 
if  a  party  made  bis  title  good  before  this  tribunal,  he 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  enjov  the  benefit  of  such  a  claim. 

Vte.  HAYNE  said,  that,  if  the  gMitiemen  who  were  inter* 
ested  in  IhU  were  satisfied  with  its  prondoni,  he  had 
no  (Ejection  to  it.  But  there  was  a  class  of  daims  to 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  ii^urious.  They  bad  been 
fiiTorably  decided  upon  already  by  a  Board  of  Commis. 
sioners  t  and  it  were  unnecessary  tbatlthey  should  be  gone 
over  again.  He  offered  an  amendment  to  the  close  en  the 
bill,  providing  that  the  daims  of  dtizens  of  the  United 
States  to  lan£  in  the-State  of  Lodsiana*  under  titles  fitm 
the  British  Government  in  Wert  Florida^  which  had  not 
been  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Govetmnen^  an  confirm- 
ed, with  a  proviso  that  tnqr  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  amend- 
ment \7ere  very  numerous  and  had  been  fraquenUy  ex- 
amined, but  not  ntisfiwtorS^  settled,  llie  pdtcy  <n  the 
Government  had  dictated  the  divinon  of  these  claims  into 
two  classes,  bf  large  and  small.  On  some  of  the  lu^ 
one^  Commissioners  had  also  reported  favorably.  But,  if 
the  Bntish  claims  were  to  be  taken  up  and  decided  upon 
favorably,  because  Commissioners  have  reported  in  their 
favor*  the  same  dec'iuon  must  be  extended  to  all  claims 
under  the  same  circumstances.  There  was  no  reason  for 
deciding  fkvorably  upon  these  claims,  and  turning  others 
over  to  tlie  tribunal  established  by  this  bill.  He  bad  beard 
no  aliment  that  would  induce  hun  to  deal  differently 
with  the  British  claims  tlun  with  all  the  others.  He 
tliought  the  whde  ought  to  be  refieired  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  HAYNE  read  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Se- 
nate, in  the  case  of  Blihu  Hall  Bay,  and  others^  whidi 
he  observed  was  a  better  argument  than  he  could  make. 
By  this  report,it  appeared  that  the  claims  were  established 

by  the  roost  convincing  testimony,  yet  it  was  proposed  to 
send  them  back  to  a  wmilar  tribunal  to  that  by  which 
tbey  bad  formerly  been  decided.  He  held  in  his  band 
an  act  of  Congress  of  1812,  by  whicli  a  similar  confirma- 
tion was  made  of  titles,  under  the  same  circumstancei^ 
and  the  amendment  which  he  now  offered,  was  in  the 
very  words  of  that  act  The  lands  settled  by  that  act, 
were  situated  exactly  as  those  were,  the  title  to  which 
the  amendment  proposed  to  confirm.  Hiey  were  sepa- 
rated from  tliem  only  by  a  line,  and  why  should  not  the 
same  decision  be  made  in  this  as  in  the  other  cases The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  had  said  lliat  tliese  cases  were  ve- 
ry numerous.  Mr.  H.  said  be  was  acquainted  with  but 
tew  claims  of  tlits  kind ;  and  be  did  not  think  the  whole 
amounted  to  over  7U,000  acres.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
trrfere  in  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill,   lie  was  wil- 


ling to  vote  fbr  ^nny  measure  for  the  settlement  of  mich 
d"  these  claims,  which  still  reqnired  examination.  But, 
he  widted  that  it  might  tie  so  fimmed,  as  not  to  interfere 
with  third  persons  i  and  that  those  claims  irtiich  had  al- 
ready been  settlecl,  night  not  be  sent  bade  to  uodecgo  n 
second  investigation. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  observed^  that  the  clums  alkided 
to  by  the  amendment,  had  been  decided  on  by  a  Board  of 
Commissioners.  Btit  this  bill  provided  for  an  appeal  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  He  diould  have  more  confidence 
in  the  decision  of  that  Court,  than  on  that  of  any  Board 
of  C<j!RunisMonera.  He  wii^  Uierefi)re»  agdnst  ^ 
amendment,  and  desirous  that  all  the  daims  ahsuld  be 
tried  alike. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louimana,  said,  that  the  uneiKl- 
ment  appeared  to  him  inenedient  and  improper.  If 
Congress  attempted  to  decide  on  any  oi  the  dnoM  on 
which  Coounisanonera  had  reported  ftvoiBbly»  that  ded- 
don  must  extend  to  tbe  whole  mudier  of  cases  ao  dtntf- 
ed.  If  they  ad<y  ted  the  rewMt  of  a  Boaml  of  Commiadon- 
ers  in  one  case*  they  were  bound  to  adopt  all  tbe  reports 
made  by  them.  Tbey  had  been  formerly  l>efiire  Con- 
gress— and  if  the  report  upon  them  was  now  to  be  tmken 
up,  it  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Land  Committee.  He  un- 
derstood that*  in  Florida,  these  daims  had  been  sheeted  i 
but  that  they  had  been  allowed  in  Lodrian*  R  was 
queatioDable  which  Of  these  dediiais  oucfat  to  be  jMiaat* 
ed  by  Congress.  In  the  bill*  it  was  provided  that  all  me 
pq>ers  should  be  transferred  to  the  Baud  of  Coauds- 
doners  so  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  fir  any  pton- 
sion  for  obtaining  endence*  vx  to  draw  a  line  between 
this  or  any  other  class  of  claimants.  It  was  bis  ofMiuenr 
thal^  if  tbe  report  of  the  Cmnmisrionefs  on  the-Mtisb 
chums*  was  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  a  distinct  resolu^n,  upon  which  it  would  be  Ac 
du^  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report  If  it 
was  introduced  into  thb  bill,  it  ought  to  go  tbe  wiide 
length*  and  include  dl  clums  unufauny  deoded  upon. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  S.  C.  supported  tbe  amendment.  Se- 
verd  smdl  bills,  he  obaNred*  bad  been  wound  off  of  this 
^nerd  one.  A  fiew  daysdnce,  a  bill  was  passed*  to  settle 
and  clahns  in  Miasisiappi — uid  this  OKirmng*  th«  gentle 
man  from  Louisiana  bu  introduced  a  bill  for  the  adjust' 
ment  of  the  three  bvgest  cbuitos  on  the  whole  Hat.  He 
should  suppose,  under  such  circumstances,  this  pn^Kid- 
tion  would  not  be  opposed.   The  gentleman  ftom  lUiaois 
has  said,  that  these  British  grants  need  to  be  eiawinid 
again.   He  was  of  a  different  opinion.   Th^  weremod- 
ly  nmilar  to  those  inchided  in  tbe  bill  framed  for  the  se^ 
Uement  of  chUnnbi  Itississippi,  and  thdr  amount^  as  wdt 
as  number,  were  much  less  than  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  suppose.   Individuals  in  Louisiana,  who  were  entitled 
to  those  grants,  bad  been  obliged  to  d)tdn  evidence  in 
support  of  their  claims  \  and  now  tbey  would  be  obliged* 
unless  this  amendment  were  adopted,  to  go  back*  and 
irove  theb  daims  anew.    Great  iiyurr  might  be  inflicted 
>y  such  a  course.  The  claimants  might  be  kept  out  of  thdr 
lands  twenty.four  years  longer — and,  if  thay  are  now  en- 
titled to  them,  tbey  were  entitled  to  them  at  tite  time  of 
the  trca^.   A  gentlemen  of  the  other  House  bad  leade 
the  declaration  tbat  all  tbe  cldms  in  Loutvana  might  be 
pud  with  tbe  sums  that  had  been  expended  in  entleav«r> 
mg  to  reeover  them.    He  would  apped  to  the  Senate 
whether  this  was  a  correct  course  to  ineoqiorate  theae 
claims  which  had  been  ests^lisbed,  with  those  of  a  doubt- 
ful nature.    He  thought  these  cases  as  worthy  of  a  sepa- 
mte  decision  as  those  which  had  been  included  in  the  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  Mississippi  daims,  or  as  those  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
faom  Louisiana,  involving  a  sum  of  three  millions.  (ie 
believed  that  tluwc  very  chums  had  been  reported  agaimt 
by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  the  strongest  manner.    Yd  they  were 
to  hare  the  benefit  nf  a  separate  bill.    He  knew  uf  no 
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«bjectioD  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
bis  coUeag^,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  KANB  said,  that  he  waa  of  the  Committee  who 
finnicd  a  bill,  on  a  fonner  occasion,  in  faw  of  these  claims. 
He  recollected  it  well  t  he  had  examined  the  claims  tho- 
nwghljr,  and  he  came,  after  coraoderable  trouble,  to  the 
coocIusioD.  that  they  were  just.  But,  he  was  not  willing 
that  a  peculiar  class  of  claims  should  be  allowed  the  pre- 
ference i  because  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  settle  eve^ 
das*.  Admitting,  for  tne  sake  of  argument,  that  this 
cfatss  was  settled,  because  a  Board  of  Commisuoners  had 
reported  &ror^ly  upon  it^  if  you  add  this  proviwHi  to 
the  bin,  there  are  other  cases  equally  strong)  and  if 
the  whole  are  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  the  object  of 
the  bill  is  destroyed.  The  greatest  part  of  the  claims 
bad  been  reported  upon,  and  it  would  be  as  reason, 
able  to  pronde  for  the  confirmation  of  all  those  reports 
as  of  one.  Congress  had  settled  the  principle  that  K  can 
not  cater  into  the  merits  of  those  claims,  as  it  is  contrary 
to  Hi  spiriL  Cotq^ess  bad  deoded  that  these  questions 
were  too  interesting  and  too  difficult  to  be  hastily  or  care- 
lessly settled^-and  he  knew  nO  question  of  law  half  so 
diSioalt  as  that  which  these  cbima  presented.  Then  the 
question  wa^  not  whether  these  chums  were  valid  or  not  t 
mit  whether  you  will  giro  them  the  preference  of  others, 
aod  exempt  tbem  from  a  tribunal  charged  mth  the  whole 
Ml^ect.  It  would  be  partial  legisUtwn  to  cmfirm  the 
ttficrt  of  the  Comnusnoners  on  the  British  grants,  and 
turn  over  the  Spanish  claims  to  this  tribunal.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  there  were  certain  conditions  in  the 
tenas  <l(  the  British  grants,  and  that  in  many  cases, 
those  conditions  wcm  not  complied  with.  How  fiv  this 
point  bad  been  exanined  by  the  ComnuMioneis  waawor. 
dnr  of  inTestq^tion.  He  wiriied  that  do  amendment 
mght  be  adopted  of  the  kind  proposed,  as  he  conndered 
it  destractive  of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Coi^pvss 
oouU  not  settle  all  the  claims^  but  they  could  empower 
CflmaHaaoDem  to  do  so,  and  their  eiaminatioDi  oi^bt  to 
cxtetid  to  thcxr  of  every  clash 

Mr.  BEBBiCN  said,  that  the  distinction  aUempted  by 
the  mendment,  ought  not  to  be  made.  Nother  should 
the  Mode  of  legislation,  which  it  would  establish,  be 
eneoiffaged.  llie  amendment  conflicted  with  the  prinj 
eiple  on  which  the  bill  was  foundal  j  and  the  circumstan- 
ces under  wb^  it  was  brought  forward,  gave  it  little 
claim  to  attention.  A  general  bill  to  settle  the  chums  of 
iaiBfidnali^  who  bddluida  under  other  titles  than  those 
derived  from  the  United  States,  bad  been  repwted  at  an 
cariy  period,  and  was  a  short  time  lince  taken  up,  and 
mSt  the  uder  of  the  day  Sat  Monday.  Ute  Senate 
were  called  to  the  conaderation  of  a  plan  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  tribunal,  fur  the  settlement  of  all  these 
chima,  when  they  are  asked  to  take  up  a  report,  in 
finror  of  a  certain  class  of  these  el^nantst  and  to  dedde 
in  their  fiivor.  The  Mbjeets  were  disconnected*  and 
conflicted  with  each  other.  The  purpose  of  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  South  (Carolina  conflicta  with  tlie  principle  of 
the  biU.  Why  was  it.that  a  bill  was  proposed  >  Because 
the  decisions  formeriy  made  have  not  been  satisfactory. 
Because  the  individuals  hitherto  appmnted,  have  not  pos- 
sesMd  the  legal  knowledge  necessaiy  for  the  detuaioo  of 
questions  of  to  delicate  a  nature.  It  was  the  object  of 
the  bill  to  establtdt  a  form  which  ^ould  relieve  Congress 
from  the  responsibility  of  examining  and  deciding  upon 
thesedifiicult  questions  oflaw  and  right.  The  Senate  was 
now  called  upon,  by  tlie  amendmenit  oifered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  to  go  into  the  menu  of  a 
set  of  claims,  which  li^  for  one,  was  prepared  to  say 
were  not  satisbctorily  established.  If  they  decided  in 
favor  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  then  they  must 
extend  their  exemption  to  all  other  claims  ravorably.  re- 
potted upon.  But  it  iiiust  be  remembered  that  the  tri- 
tranal  to  which  these  cXiimt  are  to  be  referred^  is  of  a  dif- 


ferent character  from  those  which  have  hitherto  examined 
and  reported  on  them.  It  should  also  be  recollected, 
that  the  Land  Committee  of  Florida  had  fimnerty  deci- 
ded against  the  validity  of  tides  founded  on  British  grants. 
What,  then,  are  we  asked  to  do  ?  The  bill  is  to  di^se 
of  the  whole  of  theae  land  grants  t  yet,  we  are  asked  to 
affirm  in  favor  of  a  peculiar  class,  which,  although  they 
have  been  reported  on  favorably  by  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners,  had  been  previously  rejected  by  the  Land  Com- 
Diissioneta  Florida.  These  claims,  tiien,  were  not  so 
satisfketoiily  settied.  as  had  been  assumed.  The  cases 
would  be  more  satii&ctorily  decided  by  the  tribunal  wbidi 
was  to  be  established.  If  thev  decided  in  fiivor  <^a  chum, 
the  individual  would  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Hitherto, 
the  examination  of  these  cases  bad  been  fruiUeas — they 
went  again  to  Congress,  and  only  the  larger  (daims  were 
taken  up.  Thus,  these  claims  stood  on  the  footing  of 
other  clauns  which  had  been  reportod'on;  and  to  what  hard- 
ships were  they  su^ected,  onder  wtuch  the  laiger  eh^na 
did  not  suffer  }  1^  evidence  In  tiiese  caaes  were  filed 
away  in  the  archives  of  the  countiy,  would  be  broa|^t 
forward,  and  would  he  taken  n  prima  fade  testimony  in 
their  favor.  It  was  true  tha^  tf  it  was  not  conaidMvd 
sufficient  the  claims  might  be  rejected — and.it  was  to  be 
hoped  they  would.  The  meanmg  6(  the  bill  was  this  : 
It  institutes  a  court  to  do  that,  which  Cot^reiB^  1^  its  for- 
mation and  character,  is  unfitted  to  do.  It  comtitirtea  a 
tribunal  compriung  the  knowledge  and  skill  necessary  to 
lead  to  correct  decinons  t  &nd  possesnng  the  power  to 
give  the  benefit  of  those  deoMons  to  those  in  whose  fiivor 
they  are  made.  Congress  would  be  exempted  by  this 
measure,  from  all  further  applications,  because  the  bill 
provides  that  negligence  on  the  part  of  claimanti  for  a 
certain  period,  shall  conslitiite  a  bar  to  Uiem,  w  Oinr 
heirs,  from  chiming  theresAer.  Instead  of  d<nnr  thi^  the 
Senate  was  now  (»lled  upon  to  make  this  decision  itseH^ 
upon  a  class  of  cases,  on  which  conflicting  decisions  bara 
been  made  by  different  tribunals.  Were  tbey  ready  to 
declai'e  in  bvor  of  the  report  of  the  Commisnoners  agunst 
theLendCommissionenof  Fhmda?  [firom  the  rep(»t  of 
whom  he  read  the  concluding  passage.]  He  Uiought 
when  these  claims  were  so  doubtfully  sustained  by  one 
class  of  Commissioners  agwnst  another,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  allow  them  to  go,  with  other  cases  of  »  rindlar  na- 
ture, to  a  competent  tribunal,  by  which  they  iiught  be  in- 
vestigated and  finally  settled. 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  Soutfi  Carohna,  said  a  few  words  in  re. 
ply  to  Mr.  BEJUUEN. 

WiDirzBiiiT,  MaacB  19,  1838. 
DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HARKS,  the  bill  making  appmpii- 
ations  fbr  the  construction     a  Breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Delaware  Bay,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading — 
Hr.  FOOT  rose  and  said : 

So  far  as  protection  to  our  commerce  agninst  the  dan- 
gers of  the  sea  will  be  aflbrded  by  the  construction  of  a 
Breakwater  in  the  Delaware  Bay — so  far  the  bill  will  re- 
ceive my  cordial  support. 

llie  numerous  petitions  presented  on  this  subject, 
among  which,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  kindly  in- 
formed me,  are  several  from  my  own  State,  ask  nothing  - 
more.  Not  being  much  of  a  military  character  myself 
(said  Hr.  F.)  I  feel  tittle  solicitude  or  ambition  to  rival 
Roman  gloiy,  in  tiie  languwe  of  the  Senator  from  Hary- 
land,  (Hr.  SwrrB,)  and  still  le»  do  1  wish  to  see  the 
People  of  these  United  States  carried  away  by  tlie  fiici. 
nations  of  military  pomp  or  renown,  and  certainly  no- 
thing can  be  further  from  the  views  of  our  merchants  and 
ship  owners,  who  have  merely  asked  us  to  construct  a 
Brcidcivater,  which  will  afford  their  rcsscls  n  temporary 
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retreat  and  ■ecarily  against  the  storms  which  are  ftequent 
on  our  coast,  than  the  erection  of  a  work  which,  at  the 
lowest  estimate,  irill  cost  3,300,000  dollars,  and  create  a 
necessity  for  tbe  erection  of  fbrtiftcations,  invulring,  per- 
haps, an  expeiwe  of  several  millions  more.  They  hare 
heard  enough  of  Wp  Raps  and  Pea  Patches— they  have 
not  asked  for  a  harbor  for  the  Kavy,  nor  for  more  fortifi- 
cations! 

Sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  those  who  are  most 
zealously  engaged  in  the  splendid  scheme  of  fortify- 
ing the  whole  extent  of  our  coast,  might  be  satisfied,  at 
Jeast  for  the  present,  with  the  plans  already  adopted  for 
the  protection  of  our  harbors  aeainst  an  enemy — involv- 
ing, by  estimate,  an  expense  of  nearly  thirtr  millions  of 
dollars  in  fortifications,  and  requiring  for  their  defence  an 
army  of  about  70,000  men  when  completed. 

By  adverting  to  the  report  of  the  En^neers,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  their  direct  opinion  that  the  partUl  Break- 
water, proposed  bjr  them,  will  afibrd  equal  protection  to 
our  merchant  vessels,  at  the  expense  of  about  220,000 
dollars,  as  will  be  afforded  by  the  artificial  harbor  i  and 
they  recommend  this,  if  the  expense  of  the  other  is  con- 
sidered too  great  or  unnecessary. 

hxtli  DOW,  Alt  let  me  adc  the  Senate,  if  it  can  be  ne- 
cesnrv  or  expe^ent  to  construct  artificial  harbors  for  the 
Navy  f  How  many  harbors  have  already  been  fortified, 
and,  as  has  been  supposed,  rendered  impregnable,  for 
Ui«  securt^  of  the  Navy  >  And  are  we  about  to  erect 
harbors  in  the  open  sea,  and  fortify  them,  to  which  our 
ships  of  war  are  to  retreat  from  an  enemy  ?  Give  them 
XtVaany  of  sea  room  and  an  equal  force,  and  tiiey  have 
shown, -botli  tiidrfiicndsand  eneniies,  they  muit  noplace 
of  retreat. 

But,  sir,  Uiis  great  and  unnecessary  expense  is  not  my 
only  objection  to  this  artificial  harbor— the  form  itself  ts 
to  my  mind  very  objectionable.  Every  person  V'-ho  has 
Itad  experience  of  the  effect  of  current  or  eddies,  form- 
ed by  obstructions  of  water,  eiUier  natnral  or  artificial, 
must,  I  think,  be  satisfied  tiiat  the  proposed  harbor  vrill 
very  soon  fill  with  tbe  sediment,  which  is  always  deposit- 
ed by  contra  currents  or  eddies,  formed  by  obstnicttons  of 
water,  either  natural  or  artificial.  Look  at  tlie  bars  at 
the  mouths  of  rivers — look  at  the  harbors  on  the  Lake 
shores — look  at  the  wharves  and  piers  in  many  of  our 
haibon,  and  vou  may  see  the  effiects.  And,  sir,  it  is  my 
dedded  opinion  that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years 
tiie  artificial  harbor  will  not  affbrd  the  protection  which 
the  partial  Breakwater  proposed,  or  even  one  of  less  di- 
mensions wiU  fonudi — for  this  wiU  not  be  exposed  to  the 
same  depont  of  sediment,  or  alluvion,  from  counter  cuT' 
rents. 

But,  sir,  I  presume  we  shall  unite  in  extending  every 
fociltty  and  protection'  to  our  coasting  trade,  wUds  its  im' 
portance  demands,  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  Senator  fh>m  South  Carolina,  in  opposing  to  this 
bill,  has  used  one  aigument  which  deser^-es  notice.  1 
understood  him  to  say :  **  Our  commerce  is  nearly  anni- 
hilated—we have  lost  the  trade  with  the  British  colonies, 
and  can  never  regain  it : "  and,  therefore,  he  inferred 
the  Breakwater  was- unnecessary.  If,  «r,  this  be  the 
fiict — if  our  foreign  trade  is  decreasing,  our  domestic 
trade  will  of  necesnty  increase — and  with  the  increase 
of  our  coasting  trade,  the  erection  of  a  Breakwater  for 
its  protection,  becomes  vastly  more  important— for  it  is 
only  in  the  coasting  trade  that  the  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
Ineeo  growers  and  the  coasting  traders  have  any  iounedi' 
«te  interest  in  the  proposed  Breakwater. 

But  if  the  Senator  will  examine  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  compare  the  two  last  with  preceding  years, 
the  number  of  tons  of  shipping  and  the  amount  of 
imports  from  the  West  Indies,  1  think  he  will  come  to  a 
difleient  conclu^on.  It  is  true  our  vessels  are  excluded 
from  the  ^tiah  ports  in  tbe  West  Indies  t  imd  it  is  equal- 


ly tnJe  that  their  vessels  are  excluded  from  all  our  porta, 
coming  from  tbe  interdicted  ports.  So  £ar,  restriction 
meets  restriction  ]  and  so  far,  I  presume,  we  shall  be 
ready  to  go  with  every  nation  whtwi  dioosea  this  eonnr* 
fearless  of  loss  on  our  side ;  while  we  offer  a  free  trade 
to  every  nation  on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocily.  And, 
Ar,  if  tne  Senator  had  been  in  these  same  Britm  portay 
and  witnessed  the  heavv  exactions  and  humiliating  unpo- 
ntions  on  our  trade,  and  had  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
shots  fired  at  his  own  ship,  and  knew  that  we  never  bad 
been  permitted  to  huid  our  salted  provisiona  or  any  man- 
ufactured articles  in  her  ports  t  and  had  not  been  pcmut- 
ted  to  take  away  her  more  valuable  productions,  sugar 
and  coffee,  he  wotdd,  I  think,  cordially  unite  with  mc 
in  saying  to  Great  Britain  ;  We  ask  no  favors  :  we  are 
perfectiy  satisfied  with  our  present  candition :  for  mnee 
tbe  mtincation  of  our  trea^  with  Sweden,  and  the  con- 
vention between  Sweden  and  Great  Brit^,  by  which 
Swedish  vessels  and  their  caitfoes  are  admitted  in  the 
British  ports,  subject  to  no  higher  duties  than  British  ves- 
sels, our  trade  with  those  colonies,  through  the  island  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  will  be  better  than  it  has  ever  been. 
We  have  tbe  long  carrying  trade,  and  she  is  welcome  to 
cTivide  the  short  with  the  Swedish  Augers^  since  we  are 
relieved  from  the  heavy  charges  in  her.piHtt. 

And  unce  the  opening  of  the  French  islands  and  the 
Dcw.free  ports  in  the  English  islands,  by  a  late  order  in 
Coundl,  our  tnde  to  the  West  Indies  will  be  bettov  aod 
fumirii  a  better  market  fur  our  produce,  partieulariy  pro- 
visions, than  we  have  enjoyed  since  tbe  general  peace  in 
Europe,  unless  the  whiskey  trade  shouloWuce  a  heavy 
tax  on  molaases ;  for  the  iuand  of  Cuba  alone,  receives 
more  of  our  provisions  than  all  Europe.  And  from  Cuba 
and  the  French  iahmds,  most  of  the  molasses  is  imported. 

1  hope  some  of  the  friends  of  the  ImII  will  so  amend  it 
as  not  to  confine  the  Preiudent  to  the  report  of  the  En- 
gineers, in  the  construction  of  the  greM  artifid^  harbmv 
when  1  shall  cheerfully  vote  In  its  favor — but  cannot  vote 
for  a  harbor  for  the  Navy,  or  for  more  fortifications. 

Mr.  MARKS  oboerved,  that  as  to  the  shape  the  biQ  as- 
sumed, he  believed  it  to  be  immaterial  so  that  tbe  (Aject 
be  accomplished,  and  whether  it  b«  tefX  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
adopt  the  plan  and  direct  the  superintendence,  was  a 
malterof  indifference.  The  solicitude  folt  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure  is,  that  this  great  improvement  should  be 
accomplished  in  a  manner  suffidenl  for  the  protection  of ' 
the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelpltia  and  the  other 
ports  on  the  Delaware  nver. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this  bill,  a  variety  of  ob- 
jections have  been  urged  agMnst  it,  and  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  great  expense  Ute  Govemmoit  would  be  sob- 
jected  to  in  erecting  a  Breakwater  at  a  plaee  so  exposed 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  Bay. 

He  was  aware  that  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  required 
for  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  Breakwater,  may  de* 
ter  some  gentlemen  from  voting  for  the  bill  \  he  did  not 
however,  eon»der  the  sum  to  be  adi-anced,  as  a  dona* 
tion  from  the  Government,  although  it  would  be  a  laq^e 
ex|ienditure  on  its  part  There  would,  in  tbe  end,  be  a 
saviog  to  the  country,  by  the  securi^  afforded  tq  the 
commerce — more  ample  arguments  in  favor  of  the  biQ 
could  not  be  formed,  than  the  statements  furnished  by  the 
Pbihulelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce  ;  these  statements 
contain  the  number  of  8tUpwrecks,loss,and  diaasten^with- 
in  the  Bay  Delaware,  as  well  as  in  its  ndghboorfaood, 
by  vessels  being  driven  into  or  out  thocof  ny  storm  or 
by  ice,  and  which  would  have  been  prevented,  had  there 
existed  a  place  of  shelter  at  its  entrance. 

Would  any  member  of  the  Senate  examine  this  state- 
ment and  look  back  at  the  numerous  wrecka  which  had 
occurred  in  .die  last  ten  yeanL  they  would  be  satisfied  that 
the  k»B  to  the  revenue  mthm  tut  period,  was  mnc  i» 
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MfKNint  thtn  would  bare  completed  a  harbor  that  would 
hare  afibrdcd  complete  protection  to  A\  the  vesiels  navi* 
gaiiiip  that  great  outlet  to  the  ocean.  We  hare  U  from 
ofGcuI  record,  and  facts  derived  from  an  actual  regiBtry, 
that  between  tlie  firtt  of  Jaminry  1834,  and  the  first  of 
December  1835,  no  lets  than  fifty-one  vessels  have  uif- 
fercd  ahii>wrecl:,  and  all  the  properly  on  board  entirely 
loBt,  within  ten  miles  of  the  contemplated  Breakwater- 
Ther  anmial  coostinf^  traile  to  and  fVom  ports  within 
the  fimits  of  the  UnHed  States,  carried-  on  at  Philadel- 
phia by  the  packets  which  run  rej^ularly  only,  all  of 
whi(^  pan  in  und  out  of  Uclawore  Bay,  taken  fur  1S37', 
aJBOunted  to  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  This  trade 
was  incnasinfc  and  it  would  increase. 

But  it  is  not  the  vessels  which  are  en^Md  in  the 
tooasting*  trade  u  well  as  to  all  parts  of  the  wond,  that  are 
to  be  protected  by  the  proposeu  hufoor.  Of  the  advantages 
which  the  Navy  would  derive  from  the  largrr  of  the  pro- 
posed works,  by  one  of  our  Navy  olGcers,  who  was  one  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  that  examined  the  different  sites 
and  reported  on  the  practicability  and  usefulnebs  of  the 
larger  and  the  smaller  Ureakwatem,  and  as  a  better  argu- 
ment than  any  I  can  ofTer,  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  letter 
of  Com.  Bainbridge  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  Uiat 
subject. 

Here  Mr.  U.  read  the  following  : 

["  The  small  Breakwater,  or  partial  harbor,  would  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Uoard,  afford  any  protection  or  sheU 
ter  to  the  vessels  of  the  Navy.  There  ia  not  sufficient 
depth  of  water,  even  for  the  class  of  Sloops  of  War.  It 
eoull  not,  therefore,  become  a  place  of  result  fctr  our  vet- 
leb  either  in  peace  or  war. 

The  large  Breakwater  in  contemplation,  may,  in  many 
views,  be  considered  as  ofTerinp  important  advantages  to 
the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  cruintig  along  or  approaching 
the  coast ;  if  cruising  near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  on 
the  appearance  of  an  easterly  storm,  vessels  could,  and 
wouhl.  no  doubt,  avail  themselves  of  Bu(^  a  harbor,  to  ride 
out  the  storm  in  safe^,  instead  of  contending  with  it  on 
the  ocean,  where  great  dami^e^  pombly  a  total  loss, 
iiugfat  occur.  Without  such  a  harbor  to  bear  up  for, 
where  they  might  find  protection  against  the  storm,  and 
shelter  against  the  ice,  they  would  continue  at  sen,  and 
contend  with  its  furies,  in  preference  to  contending 
wth  the  dangers  of  ice.  Hence,  it  is  evident,  that  in 
time  of  peace,  the  large  Breakwater  would  be  of  benefit 
to  the  vessels  of  ou»  Navy. 

In  aiitale  of  war,  these  advantans  would  be  greatly 
increased  j  a  vessel  of  our  Navy  fiiUing  in  with  a  superior 
force,  might  be  saved  by  retreating  to  such  a  harbor, 
where  protection  against  the  enemy,  and  tlie  wind  and 
ice,  voukl  be  found.  For  want  of  such  a  borbor,  a  ves- 
sel might  be  captured  or  stranded,  in  «a  effort  to  a^-oid  a 
superior  force. 

t!mtly  more  important  will  these  advantages  appear, 
when  conmdered  in  reference  t«  »  squadron  or  fleet  of 
our  Jvessels — such  a^  squadron  cniiaing  between  New 
Tott  and  the  Chcsa'peake,  where  an  enemy's  squadron 
might  aho  be  cruising.  Suppose  a  storm  to  arise  before 
the  two  squadrons  could  meet :  ours  could  find  sbeller 
fi^om  the  Sturm,  while  that  of  the  enemy  would  be  com. 
pletely  expa«ed  to  it»(  and  when  the  storm  sh  ould  subside, 
oar  squadron  would  proceed  in  search  of  the  enemy,  who 
most  probably  m  a  crippled  state,  would  be  easily 
found  and  easly  vanquished. 

Again,  suppose  an  enemy's  squadron  to  be  cruistng  be- 
tween New  York  an<l  the  Chesapeake  and  that  we  nave 
a  squadron  tying  at  New  York,  and  another  in  Hampton 
Bood^  each  nngly  inferior,  but  when  united,  equal,  or 
niperiorto  the  enemy— a  junction  becomes  imporunt,  to 
enable  us  to  contend  witlt  the  enemy,  and  in  order  to 
feet  it  one  of  these  squadrons  sails  for  the  port  where  »e 
other  may  be  riding ;  on  its  passage  thither,  itTalls  in  wttb 
▼OL.  IV.— JO 


the  enemy,  and  is  pursued  by  them,  but  has  time  to  ar- 
rive at  the  Great  Breakwater,  which  it  enters  and  is  saved 
by  the  protection  that  work  affords."] 

As  to  the  practicability  of  completing  an  artificial  har- 
bor, and  the  usefulness  of  such  a  harbor,  after  it  ia  com- 
pleted, we  can  only  judge  of  it  by  comparing  it  with 
works  of  a  similar  nature,  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
The  Board  of  Engineers  who  made  the  survey  and  took 
the  soundings  of  the  bay,  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  the 
practicability  of  completing  the  work.  The  late  Secrt;- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  William  Jones,  who  perhaps  nmler- 
Btands  nautical  science  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  United 
SUtes,  and  who  himself  had  visited  mort  of  the  improved 
harbors  in  Europe,  and  when  comparing  the  sitiution  of 
Cape  Henlopen  with  that  cS  Plymouth  sound,  entertains 
no  doubt  of  the  complete  success  that  would  attend  tliu 
undertaking,  and  the  astonishing  effect  it  would  produce 
on  the  commerce  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  Willlain 
Strickland,  who  lias  as  much  practical  information  in  c.\ il 
Engineering  as  any  man  in  the  country,  and  who  in  a  laie 
tour  through  Europe,  had  vinted  many  of  the  improi  cd 
harbors,  that  gentleman  in  his  report,  compares  the  bay. 
of  Delaware  to  that  of  Kingston  harbor  near  Dublin.  The 
Breakwaterandharbm' of  Kingston,  he  thinks  welt  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  Delaware  bay.  The  situa- 
tions are  very  similM",  the  same  difficulties  ure  to  be  com- 
baUed  In  both  cases,  as  the  storms  which  drive  into  Uie 
bay  of  Dublin  are  fuU  as  violent  as  those  which  are  ktiowti 
in  the  Delawatv,  and  a  work  that  has  been  practically 
tested  in  the  one  case,  may  be  safely  resorted  to  in  the 
other.  ,  , 

An  opinion  appears  to  be  entertained  that  tlic  deposite 
of  sand  within  the  walls  of  the  BreakWhter  would  soon 
fill  up  the  harbor,  so  as  to  prevent  vessels  from  approach- 
ingita  shelter.  He  apprehended  little  was  to  be  feared 
of  Jeposiles  beingmade  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  pure 
sea  water.  If  such  a  circumstance  was  to  be  apprelieiHl- 
ed,  he  thought  it  would  not  hare  escaped  the  noUce  of 
the  Engineers  who  made  the  examinadon  j  indeed  it  had 
not  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Strickland,  and  Mr.  Jones, 
neither  of  whom  entertained  any  apprehension.  On  that 
score,  the  latter  gentleman  says,  that  this  evil  is  not  to  be 
apprehended  in  the  case  of  a  complete  harbOT  being  made 
near  the  pitch  of  the  Capes,  as  the  tides  both  ebb  and 
flood,  run  wiU»  rapidity  parallel  to  tlie  shore,  oyer  the 
bed  of  the  proposed  harbor,  which  it  will  sweep  clean  ; 
but  he  might  say,  we  have  had  practical  experience  «u 
this  subject.  Some  ten  or  twelve  years  wnce,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Penrnqrlvania  appropriated  35  or  30,000  dollars 
to  erect  piers  in  the  river  Delaware,  at  Chester,  foi  Uie 
protection  of  Tease  Is  when  the  river  is  obstracted  by  we. 
These  piers  have  stood  to  the  prfesent  day,  alUioiigli 
erected  ten  or  twelve  years  wnce.  He  had  never  seen 
tiiem,  but  had  cOTrect  information  that  they  rvn  out  di- 
rectly from  the  main  shore,  so  ttmt  they  meet  the  t«le 
fidl  array,  which  was  not  proposed  in  the  plan  of  the 
Breakwater,  which  would  be  opposed  obliquely  to  the 
current.  He  had  been  inCanncd  ti»at  no  collechon  of 
sand  had  taken  place  about  the  piers  at  Chester,  and  small 
as  they  were,  several  valuable  vessels  had  been  saved 
from  destruction  by  the  shelter  they  afforded. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  incon- 
siderable appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  protec- 
ticm  of  the  commerce  of  the  city  ofPhiladtJphia,wlien  com- 
pared with  those  so  Bberally  extended  to  her  sister  States. 
By  a  document  from  the  Treasury  Department,  a  sUiement 
is  made  of  the  nett  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  im- 
ports, and  tonnage,  received  by  the  Treasury  from  seve- 
ral of  the  principal  ports  and  bays  of  the  United  States  ( 
reckoning  from  the  first  of  January  1790,  to  the  last  of 
December  1825,  uid  the  wnount  of  expenditures  paid 
from  the  Treasury  for  Forts,  light  Houses,  Bencons,  and 
oUierpuWic  works,  ertcted  to  Md  commerce,  or  fiw  the 
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Delaware  «  80,313.731  06 

Chesapeake  bay.  56,963,669  S3 
Harbor  of  N.  York.  144,055,315  08 
Boltal^  64.517,667  72 


purpuMi  of  defence  whMn  theie  bays.  By  this  statement  i 
we  find  the  terenue  from  tiie  Bay  « 

9  835,483  38 
3,353,611  69 
4.185,481  88 
916.957  16 

Mr.  Preaident,  the  average  of  the  anmial  revenue  col- 
lected at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  amounts  to  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  one 
half  of  the  revenue  fur  a  single  year,  would  afford  full  pro- 
tection to  the  shipping  interest  on  which  these  duties  are 
levied,  that  the  same  protection  would  extend  its  benefits 
to  the  coasting  trade  of  the  States  generally,  he  did  be- 
lieve the  Senate  would  see  the  propnety  of  pasnng  the 
bill. 

lliereis  no  line  of  coast  so  extensive,  and  so  much 
navigated  as  that  between  the  Capes  of  Virginia  and  New 
York,  without  a  harbour  to  aHbrd  shelter  to  vessels  from 
•tormn  t  already  millionti  have  been  lost,  as  well  as  nuay 
lives,  fbr  want  of  such  a  protection  u  Uie  Breakwater 
would  afiOTd. 

Mr.  KANE  said  he  had  waited  under  ttie  expectatioil 
that  some  gentleman  who  had  this  measure  at  heart, 
would  move  lo  amend  the  bill  in  one  puticulart  gentle- 
men had  so  far  succeeded  in  ccmvincing  him  of  the  im- 
poi-tance  of  tliis  work,  as  to  have  obuined  his  vote  for  a 
large  appropriation  i  but  this  blU  re<}uired  him  to  go  fur< 
iher  and  adopta  particular  plan,  winch  was  the  most  ex- 
pensive of  any  which  had  been  submitted.  Two  plans 
had  been  adverted  to,  and  principally  relied  on  ;  the  one 
submitted  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  other  by 
Mr.  Stricrlahd  \  tlie  plan-of  the  latter,  according  to  his 
estimate,  would  cost  less  than  the  one  adopted  by  that 
bill,  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Now.  said  Mr.  K. 
if  I  am  required  to  decide  upon  the  excellence  of  either 
of  these  plans,  from  the  weight  of  character  employed  in 
recommending  them,  I  should  hesitate  to  deude  upon 
the  relative  merits  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and  of  that 
accomplished  Architect  and  finished  Engineer,  Mr.  Strick- 
land of  Philadelphia.  I  will  therefore,  said  Mr.  K.  move 
to  strike  out  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so  much  thereof 
as  confines  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  particu- 
lar plan  of  the  Engineer^ 

Mr,  WOODBURY  was  disposed  to  believe,  that  the 
President  would  fix  either  upon  the  plan  proposed  by 
Mr.  Stnckland  or  by  that  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers.  For  bu  part,  he  thought  it  would  be  impoli- 
tic to  make  a  temporary  Breakwater,  because,  in  that 
case,  though  the  expense  would  be  conuderably  less  than 
either  of  the  other  plans  suggested,  yet  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  would  not  correspond  even  with  tliat.  small  as  it 
was.  He  was  unwilling  to  put  the  Nsponiibility  of  the 
selection  on  the  P.resident. 

Mr.  M'LANE  said,  so  'ar  as  he  felt  an  interest  in  this 
matter,  he  waa  in  fiivor  of  adopting  tite  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  fUaa.)  He  hMl  no  doubt 
himself,  that  tlie  President  would  choose  one  of  the  lar- 
gest plans.  asfVom  what  little  knowledge  he  (Mr.  M'Lasb) 
had  ofthe  subject,  he  was  convinced  that  a  partial  Break- 
water would  scarcely  afford  protection  to  the  craf^  or 
certainly  not  more  than  that.  The  bill  went  on  a  more 
liberal  principle— ita  object  was  to  protect,  not  only  the 
coasting  trade,  but  the  whole  commerce  id  the  country, 
in  which  the  gentleman  hom  CMinecticut.  (Hr.  Foot,) 
was  more  interested  than  he  was.  While  be  was  up,  he 
would  nuke  one  remark  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  on  the 
subject  of  the  cnwmous  coat  {  the  gentleman  bad  said, 
tliat  after  tiiis  project  was  completed,  it  would  Uke  millions 
for  fortifications  to  defend  it.  bir,  (said  Hr.  M'L.)  it  is 
very  easy  to  talk  of  millions,  and  wieh  a  sound  nugbt  hnvti 
•n  imposing  effect  on  the  minds  of  Senaton  %  but  if  we 


bring  tile  gentieman  down  to  the  accura^  abwdiate 
calculation,  he  would  tlien  find  tiie  error  of  such  an  enor- 
mous computation.  B«udes,  In  time  of  peace  tlie  foitift- 
cations  spoken  of  would  not  be  reqtured.  The  cost  emU 
mated  for  the  great  Fort  DeUware.  did  not  exceed  f&M,- 
000,  and  tlie  Breakwater  wuuUl  not  need  one  half  as  lafgre 
a  sum  aa  the  Delaware.  The  gentleman  seems  to  thivk 
that  the  prt-sent  system  when  completed  would  nf*ed 
some  60  or  70,000  troops  for  its  defence,  if  the  gentle, 
man,  however,  had  attended  tu  the  report  ofthe  Engi- 
neers, be  would  have  seen,  that  in  time  (rf  peace  4.000 
only  would  b«  necessary,  and  that  even  in  time  of  war,  it 
would  not  require foramllcomplement,more than  19,000. 
The  fort  at  the  Breakwater  could  notcokt  at  the  outwie 
more  dwn  300,000  dolbrs. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  the  gentleman  from  DeUware  migbt 
have  supposed  that  he  spoke  largely  with  respect  to  the 
eipense  which  this  system  of  fortifications  would  require, 
but  if  he  would  take  into  coRsideration  the  number  of  nu- 
litia,  &c.  necessary  to  be  employed,  be  would  notbefbund 
fiw  wrong.  By  looking  at  the  report  ofthe  Engineers  of 
the  7tb  July,  1821,  it  appears  tlwt  the  number  of  troops 
nece»i*ary  for  the  defence  of  the  existing  works — under 
P*yt  67,000  ?  -OQ 

Within  call,  53,000$*-^'"°" 
With  the  projected  works,  60,000 
Expenses  for  defending  tiieae  points  during  a  cam* 
paign  of  six  months,  with  the  existing  works.  $16,750,000; 
with  the  projected  works.  t5,658;000. 

So  fu  as  this  Breakwater  could  be  rendered  useful  to 
commerce,  it  would  receive  his  most  hearty  support ;  but 
he  was  averse  to  creating  harbors  in  the  ocean,  which 
would  require  such  immense  sums  tu  defend  them,  after 
made,  tiuch  a  harbor  us  would  afford  a  temporary  shel- 
ter during  storms  was  all  that  was  required,  and  as 
far  as  that  was  contemplated,  this  bill  sliould  have  hit 
support. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  himself  unfriendly  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  lUiuois,  (Mr. 
Kahi.)  because,  by  iu  adoption,  the  plan  lo  be  punnied 
would  be  undefined,  arid  consequently,  the  most  expensive 
might  be  chosen,  nay,  tiie  expense  increased.  To  his  min^ 
therefore,  it  rendered  tlie  measure  more  objectionable 
even  than  the  original  bilL  Six  years  ago,  he  had  voted  for 
an  appropriation  of  something  less  than  30,000  dollars, 
for  tliia  implied  object,  and  be  would  say  that  he  then  did  it 
with  pleaiHire.  because  be  conceived  tliat  some  improve- 
ment was  necessary  { but  it  appeared  that  a  Breakwater  <rf 
so  snudl  dimcnsiuoa  was  given  up,  and  a  bill  is  now  reported 
of  the  same  modest  and  unassuming  title,  that  it  was  yean 
ago  t  but  when  be  got  into  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  it 
turned  out  to  be  of  a  different  character — one  going  tu 
*<  create  an  harbor."  This,  Mr.  President,  (said  Hr.  B.) 
would  be  fixing  a  new  xra  iu  our  legislation,  which  we 
might  turn  tu  in  after  years  with  regret.  It  would  be  no 
less  than  a  meagre  attempt  to  do  what  nature  bad  not 
done  t  it  was  asking  us  to  try  and  create  for  a  city,  those 
natural  advantages  which  God  or  iwture  had  not  given, 
under  the  hope  that  tiiey  would  make  up  fur  the  decayed 
state  of  her  commerce.  To  the  city  uf  Philadelphia  he 
had  no  hostile  feelings ;  on  the  oUier  Iwnd.  he  would  say. 
that  she  was  entitled  tu  great  credit,  and  liad  his  sympa- 
thy ;  btit  that  would  not  furnish  the  ground  on  which  to 
come  into  this  Hall,  and  ask  to  liave  natural  defects  sup< 
plied  by  artificial  means,  and  vainly  look  to  have  her  bar. 
bor  made  equal  to  that  of  New  York,  whose  great  ndTan* 
tages  as  a  maritime  city  were  the  work  of  the  Deity.  He 
was  aware  that  this  great  mart  had  swallowed  up  neady 
the  whole  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  which  she  was  ena- 
bled to  do,  by  her  natural  advantages — her  proumity  to 
the  sea.  Etc.  and  be  regretted  for  her  sake  that  it  was  so  i 
but  then  it  was  one  of  those  vicisutudes  in  the  bistny  of 
I  cities  and  nations  tbat  could  not  be  reached  bj  l^islatire 
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interference.  Be  understood  that,  in  her  decaying  com* 
tt  tlie  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  her  citizens 
i  displayed,  in  endeavoring  to  sustain  her  by  manufic- 
torea;  and  Congress  had  pksaed  lawain  aid  of  nchestab. 
liriiments,  and  now  we  are  asVed  to  wall  her  up  on  two 
Mdca — fint  on  manufactures,  and  then  on  commerce,  and 
gentlemen  tell  us,  by  way  of  inducement,  that  she  has 
paid  so  much  into  the  revenue  of  the  counti? — that,  in 
his  opinion,  was  no  argument ;  it  was  not  Philadelphia 
that  paid  it^  it  was  paid  every  where  tlirougliout  the  Union; 
the  atizens  of  Uiisouri  paid  their  part. 

Ifwe  once  commence  this  system  of  creating,  fiaid 
Mr.  B.)  where  will  it  end  ?  Would  not  similar  projects 
be  asked  for,  along  the  wltole  coast,  and  if  we  attempt  to 
take  the  work  out  of  the  hands  of  nature,  and  create  an 
wlifidal  harbor  in  the  sea  for  Philadelphia,  would  it  he 
mtsonable  to  refuse  like  attempts  to  others  when  asked  ) 
Gentlemen,  in  their  zeal  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  had 
cited  cases  in  Europe,  he  believed  Plymouth  in  England, 
and  Cherbourg  in  France  ;  but  these  he  conceived  were 
merely  intended  for  annoyances  to  the  enemy,  and  here 
there  could  be  no  analogy  between  the  two  countries,  we 
bad  no  enemies  on  our  border,  our  policy  was  pacific.  In 
the  constniotion  of  this  project,  no  idea  could  be  formed 
of  the  vast  expense  likefy  to  be  incurred  t  it  was  not 
like  building  on  tarrajhma,  bnt  was  a  work  carried  on  in 
the  open  sea,  besides  which  the  military  appropriation 
neeesaaiy  to  be  kept  up  to  defend  it  when  made,  would 
be  an  additional  source  of  cost.  He  was  opposed  tu  the 
whole  plan  of  creating  artificial  harbors,  and  if  we  com- 
menced now,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  genn  or  sprout 
from  vhieh  %.  system  would  arise  tliat  would  extend  it- 
self throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Hd.,  said  that  we  had  already  com- 
menced, and  had  finished  some  harbors  rendered  neces- 
aaiy  for  protection  of  our  shipping,  where  nature  had  not 
been  propitious ;  and  instanced  Buffalo,  Presqti'  ile,  and 
others.  The  gentlentan  asks,  said  Mr.  S.,  where  this 
system  is  to  end :  in  reply,  he  could  tell  him  where  there 
wa*  DO  longer  a  necessity  for  these  artificial  aids.  Mr.  S. 
descanted  upon  the  utili^  of  this  measure  to  an  extend, 
ed  coast,  where  the  shipping  interest  of  so  Urge  a  por. 
tion  of  the  Union  was  vitally  interested. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that,  as  to  the  words  artificial 
harbor,  if  they  were  oflensive  to  the  gentleman  from 
Miisourif  he  should  have  no  objections  to  striking  them 
oatp  and  inserting  "breakwater**  in  their  place.  Any 
tlung  that  breaks  the  water,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  an  artificial 
baibor.  Tbe  terms  in  this  case  are  synonymous  t  and 
mM  that  was  intended,  was  to  erect  a  breakwater.  Whe- 
tlier  its  fprm  be  that  of  a  harbor  or  not,  is  immaterial. 
As  to  doing  what  God  or  Nature  had  not  done,  it  appear- 
ed  to  be  of  little  force  Bgunst  the  project.  The  same 
thing  was  done  in  every  work,  for  safety  or  convenience, 
wbcre  Kabire  offers  obatntctions.  It  would  apply  to  the 
erection  of  light  houses,  the  excavation  of  canals,  and 
the  construction  of  roads.  So  it  might  be  said,  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  snags  and  sawyers  from 
the  Mississippi,  were  doing  wlwt  God  or  Nature  had  not 
done.  It  was  so  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  Muscle  Shoals.  Indeed,  it  would  apply  to 
cvcfy  appropriation  for  improvement.  So  far  as  the  sup- 
poKtiMi  went,  that  this  ia  the  commencement  of  a  plan, 
na  would  refer  to  an  act  passed  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  the  constmctitm  of  a  pier  in  the 
harbor  of  Bridgewater,  in  Connecticut.  I'his  was  a 
breakwater,  constructed  tyrenty  years  ago,  and  the  con- 
struction of  such  works  had  been  continued  ever  since. 
Oae  had  been  made  in  New  York,  another  in  New  Hamp- 
sUce—wid  had  proved  of  great  utility.  In  1823  a  biU 
paned  for  the  removal  of  obatnictions  from  the  harbor  of 
Boston— in  1827,  for  the  removing  snags  and  sawyers 
from  the  Oluok  fer  deepening  the  cbanoel  of  Pascagoubi 


river,  fbr  improving  the  navigation  of  Appalachicoln. 
Nor  was  the  system  con&ned  to  the  seaboard,  but  had  ex. 
tended  into  the  interior.  Oswego,  Buffalo,  and  Saco  river, 
in  Maine,  might  be  mentioned,  with  many  others — and  a 

Jtropoiation  to  lnq»<ove  the  Pass  au  Heron  was  now  be- 
ore  Congress.  All  these  were  works  which  God,  or 
Nature,  had  not  done.  These  works  were,  therefore,  not 
now  to  be  commenced.  Simihu-  appropriations  had  been 
made  whenever  the  improvement  was  practicable,  or  the 
Government  were  able  to  apply  the  money  to  such  pur- 
poses. He  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  charm  in 
the  term  "artificial  harbor,"  and  was  willing  that  it 
should  be  struck  out.  He  would  again  repeat,  that  it  was 
not  probable  the  President  would  chuse  the  partial  break- 
water 1  but  that  the  plan  nf  Mr.  Strickland  would  be  fix- 
ed upon,  wluch  was  nearly  a  million  under  that  whi<^i  the 
committee  had  selected . 

Mr.  CHANDLER  wished  to  know  if  there  was  no 
point  at  which  they  should  be  able  to  stop  in  this  system. 
He  objected  t?  the  amendment.  It  left  the  whole  ques- 
tion out  of  the  discretion  of  Congress.  He  did  not  think 
the  information  upon  the  subject  so  fiill  as  it  ouglit  to  be. 
But,  when  the  work  was  once  began,  they  must  go  on, 
cost  what  it  might. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  offered  a  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment, which,  having  been  accepted  by  Mr.  KANE,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to— and  the  question  being  tak- 
en on  engroanng  the  bill,  was  decided  in  tlie  affirmative, 
by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Belt, 
Bouhgiiy,  Dickerson,  Eston,  Foot,  Harrifon,  Hetidrieks, 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  Knip^it,  H'Lane,  Marks^ 
Noble,  Parris,  Itobbinf^  Ruggles,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Webster,  Willey,  Woodbury— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch.  Chandler, 
Cobb,  llayne,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  King,  M'Kinlev, 
Macon,  Rowan,  Sevmour,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  Tyler,  White.— 17. 

PRIVATE  LAND  TITLES. 
The  unfinished  bushiess  of  yesterday  was  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  to  provide  tor  the  trial  of  private  land 
cUims  in  the  several  Sutes  and  Territories. 

Mr.  KING  observed,  that  he  should  to-morrow  report, 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  and  others,  and,  as  the  claims  of 
these  individuals  were  those  ctnttemplHteil  by  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Si>utli  Cai-olina,  JMr. 
Hi,TKB,l  he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  the  propri. 
ety  of  withdrawing  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observing  that  he  had  no  desire  to  ob- 
stnict  the  progress  of  the  bill,  withdrew  tlie  amendment 
submitted  bv  liim  yesterday. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  add  to 
the  ftiurth  section,  the  words  "except  the  SUtes  of 
<•  Mississippi  and  Louiriana,"  so  as  to  exempt  those  States 
from  the  operaVion  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  ad- 
ding the  words  **  and  Miaaouri,'*  extending  the  same  ex- 
emption to  that  State. 

Messrs.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  and  BABTON, 
severally  supported  their  amendments. 

Messrs.  BERRIEN  and  SMITH,  of  8. 0.  opposed  the 
adoption  of  these  amendments  at  considerable  length  ; 
and  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  ofLouisiana,  rejoined. 

TmoWAXf  Uakcr  20,  1828. 
FIXKfG  A  DAY  FOR  ADJOURNMENT- 
Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  submit, 
ted  sometime  since  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofKy.,  fixing  a 
time  for  adjourning  tine  die. 

Mr.  NOBLE  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 
There  was  a  great  mass  oC  bunness  which  had  not  yet 
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been  acted  upon.  He  believed  the  Ocncoek  improve' 
ment  bad  not  ret  been  conudered  t  neither  had  be  gat 
hia  rood  in  Indiana  yet.  He  therefore  h<^d  they  should 
remain  in  session  until  these  matters  were  settkd. 

Mr.  JOHNSOM,  of  Kentucky,  thou^it  a  time  ought  to 
be  fixed  upon  when  Congress  should  adjourn,  as  business 
was  always  despatched  much  more  promptly  when  it  waa 
to  be  done  within  a  given  period.  It  w<rald  be  Iwtter  fin* 
the  nation  if  a  day  were  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  BRANCH  supported  his  motiott  by  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  HA.KUISON  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  fixing 
the  time  of  adjouniment  He  wished  to  have  it  in  his 
powei%  durinjf  this  session,  to  vote  in  favor  a  plan  of  im- 
prorement  for  the  gentlemsa'a  State,  (Nnth  Carolina*) 
and  to  show  him  that  be  was  de^rous  to  extend  the  bene- 
f(i9  of  internal  or  external  improvement  to  every  part  of 
the  Union  where  it  was  needed.  He  saw  no  landmark,  by 
which  they  should  be  guided,  in  fixing  on  a  period  for  ad- 
.joLivning.  It  wnS  unnecessary,  as  it  would  be  inexpedi- 
cut,  to  appoint  a  day,  and  be  obliged,  when  it  arrived,  to 
remove  it  lo  a  more  distant  perioHj.  He  saw  nothing  to 
go  by  but  a  large  docket,  daily  increasing,  which,  he 
thought,  should,  in  one  way  or  another,  be  ^posed  of. 

Mr.  DICK£USONe]tidhe  was  anxious  to  ac^ouni  and 
go  home  {  but  he  was  also  desirous  that  Congress  should 
dc't^pstch  tho  business  which  the  People  expects  from 
tlicm.  He  thought  a  motion  of  this  kind  ought  to  origi- 
nate in  the  other  House.  I'he  Senate  could  transact,  in  a 
vety  sliort  time,  business  which  would  require  a  long  dis- 
cuuiun  in  the  other  House,  where  most  or  itwasoriginat- 
efl.  If  the  Senate  passed  the  retoluttoti,  it  would  go  to 
the  other  House,  where  it  would  lie  on  the  table,  and  de- 
lay acting  upon  it  as  long  as  they  saw  fit :  whereas,  if  it 
^  come  from  the  other  House  to  the  Senate,  they  could,  if 
they  pleased,  concur  in  it  at  once.  He  expressed  surprise 
tiiat  this  body  should  be  anxious  to  jnss  this  resolution  in 
advance,  without  knowing  wbi^  business  would  come  be* 
fore  tliem,  or  how  soon  it  could  be  despatched.  I'he 
House  of  Representatives  had,  at  this  moment,  a  hill  be- 
fore them,  in  which  a  great  portion  of  the  country  was 
deeply  interested .  He  stood  liere  to  pass  that  bill ,  Aould 
it  come  from  the  other  House  t  and,  on  this  ground,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  rejected.  He  recollected, 
in  1833,  when  the  TWfTBUl  was  under  Abcusrion,  there 
were  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  Senate  who  were  ve- 
ry anxious  to  get  away — a  rimilar  resolution  had  been 
passed  ;  and  the  bill  was  lost  because  there  was  not  time 
lo  act  upon  it.  At  that  time,  the  }eas  and  nays  were 
tiiken,  to  show  who  waa,  and  who  waa  not,  in  favour  of 
spending  the  People's  money.  We  have,  said  Mr.  D.,  no 
previous  question  in  this  body  {  and,  aldiough  they  have, 
in  the  otticr  House,  they  seldom  nuke  use  of  it,  but  go  on 
regularly,  making  a  speech  a  day,  upon  tite  bill  before 
them.  The  Senate  must  wut  their  motion.  tJntil  thai 
important  measure  waa  so  far  progressed  in  as  to  show  a 
prospect  of  a  decision  upon  it,  he  should  not  be  in  favor 
of  fixing  upon  a  time  for  adjournment.  He  came  from  a 
part  of  tha  country  vrtiich  was  deeply  interested  in  that 
measure  i  and  he  was  ftee  to  say,  that  this  was  his  motive 
In  opposing  this  motion  until  there  was  some  prospect  of 
its  either  being  passed  or  rejected.  When  that  time 
came,  he  should  be  willing  to  talk  of  acHouming  i  for  he 
was  always  ready  to  go  home  whui  the  buMncsa  did  nnt 
require  their  stay. 

Mr.  BRANCH  repFied  to  Mesin.  DICKERSON  and 
HAHBISON. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  he  was  perfectly  wilting  that 
the  channel  desired  by  the  People  of  North  Carolina 
should  be  out,  and  that  tbey  should  be  aet  afloat.  And  if 
they  would  wait  patiently,  as  far  as  depended  on  Indiana, 
they  should  have  their  wishes.  He  thought  they  had 
better  go  on  harroonioutly  to  do  the  business  before  the 
Senate,  uid  let  tbe  reaolutien  hy  quietly  on  the  table. 


Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  in  reply  -  to  sooie  retMpka 
from  Mr.  BRANCH,  that  he  had  never  imagined  that  tbu 
session  of  Confess  would  pass  away  without  some  provi- 
sion for  the  object  which  seemed  to  be  desired  by  North 
Carolina.  He  was  not  informed  upon  the  project  in  view  j 
but,  if  it  was  a  reasonable  one,  he  should  do  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  it.  He  was  not  only  wilUng,  but  desi- 
rous, to  show  dtat  his  feelings  were  not  of  a  sectional 
kind  ;  and  he  knew  it  was  the  wish  of  his  constitoents, 
that  all  such  objects,  where  they  were  very  remotely  in- 
terested, sr  where  they  were  not  interested  at  all,  sbuuld 
be  advanced,  and  carried  into  effect. 

Hr.  BRANCH,  in  a  short  explanation,  expressed  full 
confidence  in  the  liberality  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the  plan  of 
fixing  the  time  of  adjournment  by  the  passage  cr  rejection 
of  the  tariff.  The  cflcct  of  fixing  upon  a  day  would  be 
that  of  doing  ten-times  the  business  that  would  other- 
wise be  done.  He  hoped  the  tariff  tltis  year  wmiM 
net  be  similar  to  that  propnsed  last  sesnoH'  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jenev.  1  stood  by  that  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  J.,  at  the  time  the  Urifl*  <^  1834  wu  adopted,  and  I 
voted  for  it.  But  he  rated  against  that  produced  last 
year,  and  nailed  it,  like  base  money,  to  the  counter.  He 
was  against  it,  because  it  would  have  a  partial  operation  ; 
and  luckily,  the  3d  of  M:irch  did  come,  and  laid  it  on  the 
table.  That  bill  wos  like  a  two-edged  sword  :  for  it  cut 
two  ways  ;  and  he  thanked  God  when  its  progress  waa 
stopped  by  thearrival  of  the  3d  of  Maroh.  They  had  nr- 
ver  seen  the  time  when  the  bumiess  of  the  Senate  was  all 
disposed  of,  and  they  never  should  see  that  time,  unless 
they  would  determine  to  close  their  labors  at  a  certain 
period.  The  docket  had  been  referred  to,  and  he  couM 
ossiu^  the  Senate  tliat  it  wouM  be  always  heavy  until 
some  limit  was  put  to  the  time  &Unwed  for  acting  upon  it. 
Hewoidd,  if  he  had  his  own  way,  give  to  the  members  of 
C<Htgress  a  round  sum  for  their  services^  instead  of  a 
"per  diem  .•  "  for  members  would  not  labor  nnder  the  lat- 
ter as  the  interests  of  the  country  required.  He  meant 
no  reflections  upon  any  one  ;  but  it  was  htman  nature. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mai^Lind,  was  understood  to  express  a 
wish  that  the  resolution  might  lie  upon  the  table :  and  to 
say  that  he  cottndered  it  loo  early  to  fix  upon  adayforad- 

toumment  until  tbe  Senate  had  a  further  msigiit  into  tbe 
tumness  before  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTEIl  observed,  that  far  the  greater  mim- 
ber  of  bills  acted  unonby  Congress  originatnl  in  the  oth- 
er House.  And  wnen  he  was  a  member  of  that  body,  it 
appeared  to  him,  from  the  great  number  of  bills  ongin»> 
ting  there,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  motion  to  fix  a  time 
for  adjourning  had  better  begin  ther^.  He  agreed  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  bo  far, 
that  if,  at  an'early  period  of  the  session,  a  day  could  be 
fixed,  it  wotild  have  a  good  effect  t  but  lie  thought  no 
good  wouhl  result  from  adopting  a  resolution  to  6x  upon 
a  day,  at  so  late  a  peritxl.  He  believed  that,  two  jears 
since,  one  hundred  private  bil!s  were  lost  in  the  Senate, 
because  the  day  was  fixed  upon  for  an  adjournment. 
Congress  would  not  sit  another  day,  and  many  honest 
men  were  disappointed  and  inconvenienced  by  the  cir- 
cumstance. He  entirely  agreed  whh  the  gentleman  fhnM 
Maryland,  that  it  was  too  early  now  to  pass  any  resolution 
on  this  head. 

Mr.  BENTON  conmdered  that  gentlemen  had  no  rigfa^ 
on  this  question,  to  consult  their  own  private  feelings. 
They  remained  here  to  b«nsact  tbe  public  business,  ami 
to  tliat  alone  their  attention  ougfatto  be  turned.  Con- 
gress, it  was  well  knewn,  as  he  had  said  on  a  late  occa- 
sion, was  the  local  Legislature  foe  a  great  part  of  the 
conntry  ;  and  bills,  in  relation  to  the  Public  I.ands,  and 
the  new  States,  had  often  been  lost  because  Congress 
had  not  time  to  act  upon  them.  He  was  willing  to  do  as 
much  towards  the  Antheraiice  of  tbe  business  as  any  ob«. 
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He  vat  wUiini;  to  meet  early.  *it  late,  and  work  liftrd  : 
but  he  (lid  not  think  now  the  time  to  fix  upon  a  petiod 
Ibr  «(\jouninient. 
Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  BRANCH  wu  rejected. 

PBITATE  LAND  TITLES. 

The  unfiniibed  btuineta  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
■p,  beiag  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  triU  of  private  land 
tkam  in  the  several  State*  and  territories,  and  the  ques- 
tlofi  being*  put  on  the  modified  motion  to  amend,  of 
Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  to  ezclyde  the  SUtes  of 
Lnumana,  Mississippi,  and  Miaaouri,  from  tlie  operations 
«f  the  biU,  it  was  rejected. 

The  Inn  having-  been  reported  to  the  Senftte,  and  the 
nDendAenta^  previously  mule,  «grced  to, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  renewed  his  motion  to 
•mend,  by  insetting  the  words  "  except  the  Slates  of 
Loainana  and  Wsstsoippi which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  BARTON  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  yes- 
terday, by  adding  <*  and  HisBouri." 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding 
'<  Alabama." 

Mr.  COBB  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted,  and  that 
tbe  motion  on  Uississippi  and  Louisiana  would  "be  recon- 
tidered.  It  was  time  to  stop  this  course,  if  it  was  everin- 
tended  to  settle  these  claims.  If  the  State  of  Alabama 
was  to  be  excluded,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  undetatand  the  gentleman,  when  he 
•aid  tiiat  he  objected  to  leave  those  SUtei  untoucbed. 
who  did  not  ask  for  any  asMsUnce.  He  thought  the  bill 
was  intended  to  adjust  uiwettled  claims ;  not  to  unsettle 
all  those  claims  which  had  been  seUled- 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  he  hiul  iw  such  deiigns  as  the  f(en- 
tleman  snpposed.  The  Board  which  would  be  establish- 
ed by  this  bill  would  not  take  up  any  claims  already  set- 
tled. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  aud  he  rote  to  ask  fur  inrormation. 
He  waa  ignorant  of  tiie  exact  meritaof  the  claims.  He 
knew  that  there  were  such  claims,  and  they  ought  to 
be  settled  i  but  as  to  the  manner,  he  was  not  entirely  sa- 
tisfied. He  understood  that  a  di^culty  arose  in  the  ad- 
judication of  some  of  these  claims  in  Louisiana,  from  the 
fact,  that  the  Government  having  never  granted  the  lands, 
fhete  exists  no  adverse  daimuit.  It  would  appear  that 
they  might  have  been  settled  by  Commisatoners.  He 
saw,  however,  no  difficulty  in  causing  suits  to  be  com- 
menced in  tbe  Superior  Courts  of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and 
MisMuri,  to  be  defemled  in  each  by  the  officers  of  the 
Viuted  States.  This  course  he  thought  preferable  to  the 
reference  of  these  claims  to  the  tribunal  contemplated  by 
this  bill.  He  saw  difficulties  in  the  bill  in  its  orispnal 
(am ;  but,  if  none  but  the  claims  in  Florida  remained,  he 
thot^t  they  ought  to  settled  by  local  jurisdiction. 

BIT.  BERRIEN  said,  that  there  were  claims  proposed 
to  be  settled  by  this  bill  in  Illinois  and  Arkansas,  oa  well 
as  the  other  States  and  Territories  that  had  been  named. 
The  committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  had  ordered  him 
to  report  a  general  bill  fwr  their  settlement.  Hitherto 
<;ommiBBioncrs  bad  been  authorized  to  examine  and  de- 
ride BpOB  many  of  these  claims — and  a  great  number  of 
ihar  dceirions  had  been  confirmed  by  Congress.  These, 
h  was  not  denned  to  touch.  There  were  others  that 
bad  never  been  reported  upon,  and  others  stUI,  which  hod 
been  cxanuned  and  reported  on,  but  hod  never  been  de- 
cided. Fran  the  turn  which  the  discussion  of  this  bill  had 
taken,  it  appeased  that  the  Senate  was  not  favorable  to 
the  nasaayr  of  a  bill  so  extensive  in  its  operations-  And 
if  its  jHwnMma  were  confined  to  the  Territories  of  Flori- 
da and  Arkansas,  iu  object  would  be  defeated,  and  the 
Committee  would  not  feel  autborixed  to  press  it  before  the 
Senate.  If  he  could  not  advance  the  general  object  which 
be  had  in  view.tben  there  were  claims  within  his  own  State 
for  wbiob  he  tb»M  endeavor  to  m^e  provision,  by  bring- 


ing forward  a  measure  b^  which  the  same  Commisnons 
established  in  Missouri  might  be  extended  to  Florida  and 
Arkansas.  He  should  at  an  earlier  period  have  made  such 
a  proposition  i  but  knowing  that  a  general  bill  was  in 
contemplat-on,  he  thought  it  unnecessaiy. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  suggested  to  tbe  gentleman  from 
Geotgia,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  strike  out  this 
bill  at  once,  and  introduce  a  substitute. 

Mr.  BARTO^f  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  expla- 
nation of  the  manner  in  which  the  grants  had  been  settled 
in  Missouri.  They  had  already  a  competent  tribunal,  and 
would  object  to  coming  to  Washington  fur  the  settlement 
of  tbe  claims.  He  thought  the  suggestion  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  aught  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  BRRRIBN  then  moved  a  substitute  to  the  bill, 
which  he  stated,  was  formed  from  a  bill  for  the  settlement 
of  claims  in  Florida,  which  had  sometime  wnce  been  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  law  of  Coni^ress  by  which  th£  trial 
of  claims  in  Missouri  waa  establubed.  He  moved  that 
it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  i  which  was  wreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  gave  notice,  that,  when  the  bill  came 
up,  he  would  move  to  amend  it  by  altering  the  provision 
in  relation  to  costs. 


FniDAT,  MaacB  31,  1828. 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  the  bill  for  the  orga- 
nization and  discipline  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up,  with  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Mr.  HATNE,  some  time  since,  to  strike  out  the  5th,  6th, 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections,  relating  to  the  classification  of 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  oppo.sea  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNB  repeated  the  views  offered  by  him  on  a 
former  occawon,  and  pressed  his  objections  to  the  cbun^- 
fication  proposed  by  the  bill. 

A  brief  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  NO- 
RLE  and  CHANDLER,  when,  on  motion  of  the  former, 
the  bill  and  amendment  were  iHdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

&1r.  NOBLE  then  offered  a  bill,  which  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  hereafter  move  to  substitute  for  tbe  pre- 
sent bill. 

llie  bin  from  the  House,  to  authorize  the  Speaker  of 
the  Rouse  of  Representatives  to  frank  letters  and  packa- 
ges, was  read  a  second  time,  was  briefly  discussed  by 
yessrs.  WEBSTER,  JOHNSON,  of  Kentuclnr,  CHAND- 
LER. BELU  TAN  BURBN,  and  TYLER,  f  and  was,  on 
motion  of  tbe  latter,  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

MovDAT,  Mabch  24,  1B38. 
THE  FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 
The  joint  resolution  from  the  other  House,  grantingto 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  privii^ge 
of  franking  letters  and  packages,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofKpr.  moved  to  amend  the  reaction 
by  striking  out  the  original  resolution,  and  inserting  tbe 
(ollowing: 

•lliat  tbe  Speaker  of  the  HtiUse  of  Representatives 
shall  exercise  and  enjoy  tiie  same  privilege  of  fi«nking 
letters  uhI  papers,  as  is  by  law  granted  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Unitedj  Sutes,  and  that  the  privily  of 
fi-anking  letters  and  papers,  exercised  and  enjoyed  by 
members  of  Cungreaa,  wUhin  the  limit  now  establidied 
by  kw,  shall  exu^  and  mi^  be  exercised  by  them,  at 
any  titne  while  they  omitinue  to  be  members." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  snpoorted  his  amendment  at  considera- 
ble length.  He  constdered  that  the  privilege  of  fmnktng 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  tbe  members  of  Congress  to  the 
fidlest  extent.  Much  had  been  said  of  the  privileges  of 
members  of  Congress,  but  he  thought  them  little  better 
that  beasts  of  btntfaen.  Thmr  were  separated  from  their 
families,  dmr  bnunctib  and  tbeir  friend  {  thur  privilege 
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of  fiu-mitig,  of  doctoring,  and  oflawy ering,  was  destroyed 
by  tlieir  Congressional  duties.  It  was  said  that  the  frank- 
ing privilege  extended  only  to  documents,  but,  he  did  not 
think  so,  by  the  present  lav.  He  thought  it  bard  that  they 
shottld  be  prerented  from  sending  little  presents  home  to 
their  bmtlies.  These  might  beplebeian  notions.  He  own- 
ed  he  was  a  plebeian,  bom  of  plebeian  parents,  with  a  ple- 
beian education,  and  he  trusted  he  always  should  be  a  ple- 
beian. He  had  been  censured  at  home,  for  votingfor  the 
compensation  bill.  Atthatsametimehealsorotedforlhe 
extension  of  the  franking  privilege.  But  when  he  came 
to  talk  to  his  constituents,  and  explained  to  them  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  it  because  it  would  facilitate  c<»nmunica- 
tion  with  tfaem,  they  fell  in  with  his  view^  and  he 
believed  he  had  more  Totes  on  account  of  it.  He  had 
voted  for  the  compensation  bill,  to  enable  members  of 
Congress  to  carry  their  heads  erect — heads  up — and  be 
was  not  aahamed  ol  the  part  he  had  acted.  He  concluded 
with  some  remarks  in  relation  to  a  penknife  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  and  which,  under  circumstances,  (which 
tile  reporter  could  not  comprebend)  expressed  bis  wil> 
lingness  that  itshould  be  used  aguruA  hit  pwn  bosom. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  thought  members  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  satiated  with  the  privileges  extended  to  them. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment  onered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  seemed  to  think  tliat  they  ought 
to  have  the  privilege  of  corresponding  with  their  con- 
stituents during  the  whole  year.  ITsix^  days  before  the 
session,  and  sixty  days  after,  were  not  enough  for  Uiat 

Sintleinan,  they  were  for  him,  (Mr.  R.)  He  thought 
at,  when  a  member  returned  back  to  the  people,  he 
ahould  become  one  of  the  people;  and  he  knew  no  rea- 
son why  a  member  of  Congret«  should  have  the  privi- 
lege of  franking,  more  than  an^  of  his  neighbouti,  dur- 
ing the  recess.  As  lo  the  privilege  at  sending  presents 
to  tbeir  wives  and  children,  he  did  not  think  it  entered 
into  the  Congresuonal  duties  of  the  members.  The  gen- 
tieman  also  supposed  that  the  refusal  of  this  privilege 
wasariitocraticaU  while  he  (Hr.  R.)viewed  this  bill  aa 
creating  an  aristocracy  in  the  members  of  Congress. 
He  was  desirous  of  consulting  the  interest  and  feelings 
of  the  people,  but  he  Uiought  thia  resolution  would  not 
consult  either. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  said  lie  rote  to  set  the  gentle- 
man right  as  to  facts.  The  gentleman's  remarks  might 
give  color  to  a  prejudice  which  waa  abroad  among  the 
People,  as  to  the  tranking  system.  Mr.  J.  wished  the 
gentleman  to  tell  him  whether  the  franking  privilege  had 
been  conflned  to  documents.  He  was  convinced  (hat  it 
bad  not,  and  that  Ihe  law  did  not  so  confine  it.  There 
was  a  prejudice  abroad,  against  members  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  this  privilege,  which  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman fiwn  Ohio  woukl,  in  his  opinion,  aggravate.  For 
hinuelf,  he  always  bad,  and  always  should,  under  the  pres* 
ent  law,  liank  any  thing  he  pleased  whether  documents 
or  not. 

Mr-  MACON  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky and  hlmKlf  had  aiways  disagreed  on  thia  head. 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  necessary  that  any  franking 
privilege  slinuld  go  beyond  the  preaenL  [Here  were 
some  observations  in  condunun  of  Mr,  M<  which  the 
reporter  could  not  hear.] 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  K>.  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  22  to  16. 

The  queation  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  reaolu- 
tion  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr  TYLER  sud,  that,  in  some  remarks  made  by  him 
on  Friday,  he  bad  intimated  that  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing biul  been  assumed  heretofine  bjr  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  throughout  the  year.  This  he  found  was  not 
the  case,  and  be  retracted  that  sappOMtion.  He  bad 
found  that  it  bad  oafy  been  ezercfaed  during  the  sessions. 


The  present  Speaker, who,  he  believed,  had  no  s(dic!tude 
upon  the  matter,  had  refbsed  to  use  the  privilege  to  the 
extent  used  by  the  former  Speakers,  from  a  belief  that 
the  law  did  not  authorize  him  to  do  so — and  this  havicg 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Post  Office  Comnuttee  of 
the  oiher  House,  they  had  no  difficulty  in  reporting  the 
resolution  now  under  eonrideration.  By  the  hw,  the 
Vice  President  was  empowered  to  exercise  the  fmikiiv 
privilege,  while  his  situation  was  perfecOy  analogous  to 
that  of  the  Speaker  of  the  other  House.  It  waa  true  that 
the  Vice  President  waa  elected  to  provide  for  any 
contingency  by  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  be  taken  awayi  but,  in  the  absence  of  such  a 
contingency,  his  duties  irere  in  all  respects  nmilar  to 
thoseof  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativei. 
The  principle  on  which  the  grant  of  thia  privilege  wu 
maintained,  was,  that,  when  an  individual  waa  elevated  to 
a  high  station,  bis  correspondents  were  consequently  in- 
creased; and  it  became  necessary  that  he  should  enjoy 
the  ri|^t  of  franking.  So  fully  had  this  principle  been 
acknowledged,  that  the  |»inlege  of  franking  was  ex* 
tended  to  Uie  Ex-Presidents,  after  they  had  toi^  ceased 
to  fill  any  office  under  the  Government.  The  gentle- 
man who  filled  the  situation  of  Speaker  to  the  other 
House,  was  to  be  considered  a  man  of  high  character,  and 
worthy  of  being  entrusted  with  the  tame  privileges  thst 
had  forraeriy  been  enjoyed  by  thoae  in  the  same  station. 
One  great  reason  why  the  right  of  franking  waa  necesnry 
to  him,  was,  that  he  was  the  organ  through  which  numer 
ous  petitions  were  presented,  which  would  otherwise  bea 
great  burthen.  He  thought  that  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  extend  thia  privilege  to  tbts  Speaker  of 
the  House,  would  be  a  breach  of  etiquette,  and  deetmc- 
tive  of  the  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  the 
two  Houses. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  wna  willing  to  nass  the  readu< 
lion  In  any  shape  that  should  extend  ttie  privily  of 
franking  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  aa  to  as  it  hid 
been  before  enjoyed.   Further  he  did  not  wish  to  go. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  since,  a  law  was  pass^  which  al- 
lowed the  Speaker  to  frank  packagea,  without  regud  to 
the  weight — which  remtuned  until  three  years  since, 
when  an  act  waa  passed,  which  was  now  supposed  to 
have  repealed  the  powers  of  the  Speaker  in  this  respect. 
The  resolution  now  under  eonndenrtion  proposes  to  re- 
store that  power.  But  is  this  all  which  it  proposes  ^No. 
It  is  to  extend  thia  privilege  through  the  whole  year. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  the  privilege  ahould  be  so  ex- 
tended in  the  case  of  the  Speaker,  more  than  iB_  that  of 
any  member  of  Congress.  And  it  appeared  to  him,  thst 
those  members  who  had  been  for  years  Churmen  of  sonw 
of  the  standing  committees,  required  that  privilege  eqoai- 
ly  with  the  Speaker.  He  was  willing  to  go  so  far  as  to 
restore  the  act  which  was  repealed,  and  no  farther.  He 
then  moved  to  substitute  the  following  fwthe  originsl 
resolution  : 

"  That  during  the  present,  and  every  subsequent  i«- 
sion  (if  Conness,  all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  die 
President  the  Senate,  ftro  fan^wre,  and  the  Spewer 
of  the  House  of  Represenutives  tor  the  time  beif^,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  mall,  free  of  posta^>  on* 
der  the  same  restrictions  aa  are  provided  by  Uw,  wijiw* 
spect  to  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  Uie  Vice  Prei^ 
dent  of  the  United  SUtes."  . 

Mr,  TAZEWELL  had  no  objection  to  the  <^BHd- 
ment,  but  waa  opposed  to  the  manner  in  which  it  dm 
been  brought  forward.  By  the  revisal  of  an  okl 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  Iwd,  by  accident,  been  left 
out  m  iU;)rovisions,  in  relation  to  tite  faking 
lege.  Owing  to  thia  accident,  which  was  not  discovered 
by  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  Speaker  had  g^e 
on  to  frank  as  usual  t  but,  as  it  tamed  out,  ill^tlV* 
t  he  present  Speaker,  mMsuming'  his  oAcc,  tuns  «> 
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the  law,  vnA  finds  that  he  bad  no  power  to  follow  in  the 
fUpt  (rf  his  prcdeceaaors.  It  wak  well  known,  that, 
vtKTC  the  Speaker  franks  once  for  himself,  he  does  it 
me  hundred  times  Fur  the  members.  Tlie  attention  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  dtawn  to  the  subject, 
•ad  they  were  willing  to  pUce  the  Speaker  on  the  same 
foi^g  as  the  Vice  Presulent  occupied  in  this  respect — 
not,  as  the  gcntJemsn  from  Massachusetts  proposes — to 
Ksttsia  him  to  the  same  power  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  mem- 
bers. The  difference  between  the  prrjposilion  (rf  the 
resolution  and  that  of  the  g-entleman  from  Massachusetts, 
did  not  seem  to  him  of  sufficient  importance  to  authorize 
the  rejection  of  a  proposition  for  pucin;  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  co-cwdiaide  bnuicb  on  the  same  fooUnr 
with  the  President  of  the  Senate.  It  would  be  a  breach 
oS  courtesy  to  refuse  to  accede  to  this  propoution— a 
rude  and  undeacrred  rebuff,  which  could  not  but  lisve 
a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  harmony  between  the  two 
Houses  Oil  these  grounds  he  opposed  tlie  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sud,  it  was  extremely  punful  for  him 
to  be  neceantated  to  say  another  word.  But  he  thought 
it  extremely  unjust  to  consider  the  amendment  as  a  re- 
buff, or  as  a  want  ot  courtesy  towards  the  other  House- 
He  had  no  such  meaning  in  ofiVring  the  amendment. 
They  had  been  told  that  the  depriTation,  by  the  last  law 
pasMd  upon  the  subject  of  the  Speaker,  of  the  privilege 
«f  fiaiikinev  was  a  mistake,  and  that  it  was  proposed  to 
re-estabfi^  the  ancient  provisuons  of  the  law  in  that  re- 
spect. But.  by  looking  at  this  resolution  and  the  old  law, 
U  would  be  found  that  this  bill  did  not  re-establish  the 
ancient  law — on  the  contrary,  it  proposed  to  do  much 
mare-  Ue  differed  with  the  gentleman  fntm  Vimiiia — 
and  thonght  the  amendment  no  wa^  indicative  of  k  want 
of  courtesy  to  the  other  House,  as  it  merely  sought  to 
place  the  power  of  the  Speaker  on  its  former  footing. 
Uebad  not  wished  to  say  another  word  on  the  subject, 
«r  op^oac  the  wishes  of  uie  other  Mouse.  No  man  would 
do  more  titan  huntelf  to  contribute  to  the  facili^  of  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  in  the  perfonnance  of  his 
dotiea. 

Mr. VAN  BUREN^  expressed  himself  brie6y  in  oppo«- 
tloa  to  the  amendment.  He  spoke«  generally,  in  so  low  a 
toae,  ^lat  the  Reporter  cannot  undertake  to  detail  his 
TUMvks.  Ue  was  understood  to  my,  that  he  thought 
the  cdijact  to  be  effected  by  the  amendment  of  too  little 
isiportaoce  to  authorize  an  oppouUon  to  tihe  wishes 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  JOI1N5TOK,  of  Louisiana,  said,  he  concurred 
with  the  gentlemen,  that  this  was  too  small  an  affair  to 
c^age  seriooaly  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  If  the  bill 
was  pbced  on  the  ground  of  courtsey,  he  had  nothing  to 
■ay  i  but  he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  biU. 
Be  was  in  bvor  of  extending  the  franking  privilege  to 
an  die  lOOTberv  throughout  the  year.  The  privilege, 
during  the  time  it  lasts,  is  ample.  The  Speaker,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  body,  enjoys  this  privilege.  No  former  Spea- 
ker of  that  House  has  ever  enjoyed  the  privilege  asked 
in  this  bill ;  and  what  occasion  ts  there  now  for  extending 
it  ?  The  SpesLker  now  exerraies  all  the  right  which  was 
ibcBerily  enjoyed  under  the  law  (which  was  repealed.)  of 
Crankmg  every  thing  ofa  public  diaraeter,  or  onpuMic  bu- 
tituag.  Mr.  J.  said,  we  nave  the  right  to  frank  public 
docanents  now{  ami,  if  a  member  received  papers  upon 
public  bunneai^  they  are  in  die  nature  of  public  docu- 
ments* and  come  free.  Ue  said  the  member  bad  only  to 
inbrai  the  PostniHter  at  this  place,  that  the  package 
was  of  apnbKecbaiactcr,and  the  postage  was  discharged} 
he  bad  tnmaelf  received  a  niemurialand  document^  to 
be  wesented  to  the  Senate,  which  were  charged  at  eight 
dolurs  postage  >bnt,  upon  (^vingtho  information  to  the 
jPostmaster,  it  was  discbaiged— that  is,  the  frank  exlend- 
tdta  it.  TU»  was  the  true  coMtruction  of  the  law.  No 


member  oQglit  to  enjoy  ihe  right  of  franking  beyond  two 
ounceB,except  in  the  transmission  of  public  documents,  or 
of  papers  relating  to  1)13  public  duties.  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
was  conGdeiil  that  neither  the  Speaker,  nor  any  member, 
paid  postage  on  any  papers  relating  to  official  business. 
The  limitation  on  the  right  of  franking,  to  the  official  na- 
tore  of  the  packets,  was  very  proper,  but  lie  thought 
there  ought  to  be  no  limitation  as  to  the  time  it  should 
run  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  svd,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  was  perfectly  correct  in  his  statement, 
as  to  the  privi'.egeof  members.  He  had  formerly  re- 
ceived a  very  \ia{^ts  document,  beyond  the  weight  allowed 
by  the  law;  and  on  writing  to  the  Post  Master  Geneml, 
statiugthatit  contained  a  public  document,  it  was  franked 
by  him  ;  and  he  [Mr.  Smith,]  Gad  done  so  ever  since. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  passing  this  act;  as  be 
considered  that  all  members  of  Congress  had  it  in  their 
power  to  frank  as  much  as  their  duties  required, 

Mr.  MACON  thought,  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
in  error.  Members  were  allowed  to  fnink  only  to  the 
weight  of  two  ounces.  He  was  willing  to  give  the  Speaker 
the  power  of  franking,  while  Congress  was  in  session — 
but  no  farther. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  would  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  a 
few  words.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seemed 
to  suppose  that  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  re- 
establish the  former  law.  Ttut  gealleman  might  have 
means  of  knowledge,  which  lie  [M-  U.Jdid  not  possess; 
but  he  certainly  saw  nothing  in  the  resolution  which 
admitted  such  a  supposition.  He  could  look  for  the 
intentiens  of  the  House,  to  no  other  source  but  the 
resolution  itself;  and  there  he  found  no  sucli  intention, 
as  the  gentleman  had  presumed,  to  exist  It  wjs  propos- 
ed  by  the  resolution,  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  have  the  same  privilege 
of  ftankii^  letters  and  packages,  as  was  ei^oyed  by  the 
Vice  President  It  might  he  said,  that  the  office  of  the 
Vice  President  was  peculiar,  because  he  was  elected  to 
fill  the  place  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  in 
case  of  his  removal  by  death;  but  while  he  was  acting  in 
no  other  capacity,  than  that  of  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate,  his  situation  was  similar  to  that  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  regard  to  fraoking 
for  members,  their  functions  had  no  point  of  dilTerencc. 
The  House  believed  that  the  Speaker  ought  to  have  the 
same  privilege  as  the  Vice  President;  and  could  It  be 
supposed  that  the  House  would  object,  if  it  were  the 
desire  of  the  Senate  to  place  its  President  pro  tempore, 
on  the  same,  footing  in  this  respect?  The  gentleman 
from  Louiriana  puts  his  objection  upon  the  ground,  that 
the  restriction  as  to  weiglit  is  not  practically  i^ser\'ed  at 
idl.  If  it  was  not,  it  was  certun  that  it  ought  to  be,  if  any 
law  was  entitled  to  observance.  The  ^ntleman  from  Has* 
sachusetts  thinks  that  it  would  not  be  a  want  of  courtesy 
to  send  this  resolution  back  to  the  House.  I'he  decla- 
ration that  such  was  his  opinion,  was  for  him,  a  dischum- 
er  of  any  such  design.  But,  said  Mr.  H.  for  myself  I  do 
think  it  would  be  a  want  of  courtesy  to  refuse  to  accede 
to  a  matter  of  so  little  real  importance.  He  sEud  so  little 
importance.  It  certainly  would  be  so,  if  adopted;  but, 
if  It  were  rejected,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
'tance:  because  It  v  outd  tend  to  interrupt  the  cordiality 
with  which  the  two  Houses  ought  to  act  together. 

Mr.  CUANULEIt  said,  that,  when  this  subject  was 
brought  up  on  Friday,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  tha 
Speaker  of  the  House  ought  not  to  enjc^  the  privilege 
of  franking  throughout  the  year.  But,  on  fiirther  reflec- 
tion, he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  other  House  should  not  enjoy  the  some  extent  of 
privilege  granted  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked,  that  he  dlafiked  to  be  mls- 
repcesented.   He  had  not  presumed  that  the_re8<4utioa 
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from  the  other  House  intended  a  repeal  of  the  fbnner 
l«*v — but  a  restoration  of  the  privilege  to  the  Speaker, 
which  be  formerly  enjfn'ed.  He  would  remark  that  al- 
thougli  the  geittleman  m>n)  South  Carolina  had  said  that 
the  intention  of  the  resolution  was  to  place  the  Speak- 
er on  the  same  fbotinfl>  as  the  Vice  President,  it  did 
not  contun  one  word  in  relation  to  the  power  of  the 
Vice  President.  The  resolution  gave  an  unlimited 
power  to  the  Speaker  through  the  whole  year.  His  [Hr. 
w's]  wish  was  to  restrict  it  to  the  same  limits  to  which 
it  was  confined  by  the  former  law. 

The  (j;uestiou  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  negatived,  and  tlie  reso- 
lution vta»  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

TuxBDAT,  March  25,  1838. 

RELINaUISHMENT  OF  SCHOOL  LANRS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KfXG,  the  bill  to  authorize  the.relin- 
quisliment  of  the  16th  section  of  lands  for  tlie  use  of 
sclioois,  in  the  State  of  Alab.imi,  where  they  should  be 
fpund  barren  and  unprotluctiTe,  was  taken  up,  and  bar- 
iiig  been  explained  by  Mr,  KING, 

Hr.  BAKTOX  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  a 
bill  had  been  passed  ataformer session,  allowing  the  State 
of  Alabama  to  sell  these  16th  sections  and  invest  the 
proceeds  in  other  funds,  and  that  this  bill  would  derange 
th:it  plan  altogether.  He  thought  the  Government  had 
done  enouj^i  in  this  matter,  in  allowing  the  State  to  sell 
these  lands  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  some  productive 
fund.  This  was  the  first  application  of  a  State  to  be  al- 
lowed to  exchange  the  sections  allotted  to  schools,  (whe- 
titer  good  or  bad,)  (or  other  lands  which  are  goodf  and  he 
thought  this  the  proper  time  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  sys- 
tem. He  should  rather  adopt  the  plan  of  the  ^ntleman 
from  Indiana,  however  he  might  difler  with  him  in  his 
Constitutional  opinions.  He  would  rather  give  up  the 
whole  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States,  than  go  on,  step 
by  step,  as  Congress  would  be  obliged  to  do  it  ^ey  be- 
gan  with  this  bilL  Tho  sixteenth  aeetion  wu  set  apart 
by  Government  as  a  boon  which  was  eonwstcnt  with  its  po- 
licy to  ^ive  to  the  new  States,  for  the  encouragement  of 
education. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  stirpiise  at  the  remarks  of  the'gen- 
tleman  from  Missouri  {  and  co'itd  not  conceive  how  the 
grant  of  the  sixteenth  section  could  be  eonwderedaboon. 
The  effect  of  granting  this  section  to  the  townships  had 
been  to  accelerate  tlie  sale  of  the  contiguous  lands.  But 
it  was,  without  a  doubt,  intended  that  \\\\aboon,  as  the 
gentleman  called  it,  should  be  useful  to  the  towns  to  which 
it  was  given.  If  the  object  of  the  grant  had,  in  many  ca- 
ses, been  defeated  by  the  unproductiveuesa  of  the  lands, 
he  thou^^ht  nothing  could  be  more  just  than  tu  allow  them 
to  exchange  them  for  titose  ofa  better  character,  although 
not  conaifMrr^  vo^th  the  minimum  price.  In  the  Slate 
of  Alabama,  tliere  was  more  sterile  land  than  in  any  other 
of  the  Western  States  ;  and,  in  the  townships  where  the 
•ixteenth  section  was  totally  unproductive,  schools  were 
more  wanted  than  in  the  fertile  townships,  because  the 
large  plantations,  covering  a  great  extent  of  land,  but  with 
a  white  population,  were  situ.ited  in  the  latter,  while  the 
poorer  class  of  People  settled  on  the  former.  Thus,  in 
the  poor  townsliips,  the  population  was  much  larger,  and 
tiie  want  of  schools  greater  in  proportion.  He  could  not 
perceive  how  the  gentlem&n  from  Missouri  bad  brought 
the  subject  of-the  graduation  of  the  Public  Lands  to  bear 
upon  this  question,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He 
did  not  think  the  land  system  would  be  in  any  way  inter- 
fered with  by  pasnng  this  bill  If  other  States  were  sim- 
ilarly situated,  they  would  probably  ask  for  the  same  pri- 
vilege. He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  would  not 
have  influenced  the  Senate  to  reAtoe  this  reqaeit  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  which  extended  only  to  those  sediona 


which,  by  their  sterility,  defeated  the  de^gn  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  granting  them. 

Mr.  BARTON  rose  to  reply  to  one  point  only  of  the  re. 
marks  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama.  It  was,  that  the 
fund  from  which  the  land^  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  the 
bairen  sections  would  not  bring  tiie  minimum  price — 
which  was  a  favouritp  idea  put  forth  oa  all  occasont 
where  a  grant  of  public  lami  was  wanted.  It  was  an  in- 
correct supposition  that  all  the  land  which  would  not 
bring  the  minimum  price  was  inferior  land.  It  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  all  the  lands  of  the  public  domain  could 
be  sold  in  market.  Jt  could  not  be  don?;  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  might  as  well  suppose  that  they  could  cover  thoac 
lands  by  their  sin.ple  fill,  as  that  the  whole  could  be  dis- 
posed of  at  theminim  jm  price.  And  this  was  the  true  rea- 
son why  a  minimum  price  was  needed  at  all.  The  State  of 
Alabama  had  no  reason  to  complain  if  the  United  States 
should  adhere  to  the  compact.  Other  States  had  aba 
found  their  school  lands,  in  some  instances,  unproductive ) 
but  they  had  not  asked  for  an  exchange. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  said,  that  there  was  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  land  in  Alabama, which,  from  its  sterility,  wu 
entirely  useless-  Yet  those  parts  of  the  State  which  weie 
most  barren  possessed  the  most  dense  population.  Thqr 
needed  this  provision  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
population,  because  they  were  generally  poor,  and  not 
able  to  obtain  the  means  of  educating  their  children.  IF 
this  grant  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  land  for  scho  jliwis 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  lottery,  in  which  blanks  and  prize* 
were  to  be  drawn  by  chance,  the  land  grants  for  tiie  porpo- 
ses  of  education  ouglit  not  to  remain  as  they  were.  At 
present,  some  derived  a  benefit  from  it,  and  some  derived 
none.  The  object  had  in  view  by  the  Government,  in 
granting  it,  was  doubtless  to  extend  the  benefit  of  educt- 
lion  to  eveiy  quarter  of  the  country.  But,  in  many  instan- 
ces, this  object  had  entirely  failed.  The  sixteenth  section 
was  fixed  upon  because  it  was  nearest  to  the  centre  of  the 
townships,  and  the  quality  of  those  sections  was  mere 
matter  of  chance.  That  a  needy  portion  of  the  setUers  in 
any  of  tile  States  should  be  exposed  in  this  manner  to  a 
chance  that  the  proviuon  made  fortiiem  should  lail  alto^ 
ther,  seemed  to  him  very  unreasonable.  It  was  also  unrea- 
sonable to  refuse  to  grant  to  the  People  an  eqiuHty  in  re- 
spect to  their  school  lands,  that  one  tuwiishtp  might  enjoj 
the  same  benefit  fh)m  the  system  that  was  ei\joyed  by  othcn, 
unless,  as  he  had  said  before,  the  prin^ple  of  a  lottciy 
were  adoped.  The  argument  did  not  apply  exclusirel/to 
Alabama,  but  was  also  applicable  to  other  States.  And  be- 
cause Alabama  was  the  first  to  apply  for  this  privilege,  thit 
aSbnled  no  reason  for  its  rejection.  He  apprehended  that 
there  was  no  danger  that  the  bill  would  make  any  inroads 
upon  the  present  land  system  ;  while  it  was  an  object  of 
great  desire  to  the  People  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  OH  ANDLEK  thought  there  would  be  danger  in  mak- 
ing the  exchange,  from  tfic  precedent  which  would  arise 
from  it  It  was  never  supposed  that  Congress  intended  to 
enter  into  the  minute  merits  of  the  matter,  and  nuke  the 
grant  exactly  equal  to  all  the  townships.  If  this  privilege 
was  granted  to  one  State,  it  must  be  to  another.  He  thenf* 
fore  thought  it  better  tliat  it  should  reioiin  as  it  was_. 

The  question  being  then  nut  on  engrossing  the  bill  ftv 
a  third  resting,  it  was  decttlBd  in  the  n^ativci  S3  to  18. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  final  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  sevail 
States  and  Territories,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BKRRIBN  eulained  the  objecU  and  eflTects  a 
the  substitute  criSbred  by  him  on  Thursday  last,  in  pltee 
of  the  original  bill,  and  offered  an  amenament,  the  pic- 
die  purport  of  which  our  reporter  eouUl  not  ascertain  ( 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  HATNB  obwnred,  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Smith. 
of  South  Curdina)  was  n«t  present,  and  he  knew  that  he 
was  unable  to  appear  in  his  seat,  from  iiidispoutioti'  He 
also  knew  that  he  took  an  interest  in  the  bill,  and  would 
■ug^est  to  the  Senator  from  Georgim  the  postponement  Of 
the  bill  antil  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  would  not  press.the  bill  on  the 
pretrnt  occation,  but  that  the  colleague  of  the  Senator 
mnn  South  Carotma,  and  himselt^  entirely  coincided  upon 
^bam  measure.  If  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
point  out  any  particular  in  which  he  conceived  his  col- 
league would  disagree  with  him,  in  the  ppOTisions  of  the 
bill,  or  amendmeu^  he  (llr.  BO  would  with  pleasure 
postpone  it. 

Mr.  BARTON  made  some  remark*  tfl  favour  of  the  bill 
in  Ks  present  form.  He  considered  the  plan  prdposed  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  in  Florida,  which  was  similar  to 
thatadoptedforUi»sonn,and  which  proposed  that  the  Su 
perior  Court  of  the  Territory  should  adjudicate  upon  them, 
subject  to  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  would  lead  to  a 
satishctory  adjustment. 

Mr.  UATNE  asked  whether  the  larger  claims  were  ex- 
cluded Irom  the  provisions  uftliis  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  aatd,  tiiat  most  of  the  large  claims  were 
iDduded  in  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  the  titles 
would  be  settled  by  the  Commission  provided  for  in  the 
bUI. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that,  if  snch  was  the  des^  of  the 
bill,  he  must  oppose  it.  There  were  some  claims  which 
were  too  Ivge  to  be  subjected  to  a  ju^cial  tribnnal.  All 
the  Government  was  bound  to  do,  was  to  appoint  Commis* 
aioners  to  decide  upon  the  titles.  He  thought  they  were 
of  too  great  importance,  extending,  a<>  in  some  instances, 
to  upwards  of  a  million  of  acres,  to  be  finally  settled  by  a 
judicial  kibunal.  If  the  Senntur  from  Geoi^a  would  mo- 
dify his  bill,  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  provisions  thfese  large 
grants,  he  should  willingly  vote  for  It ;  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
the  Senate  should  decide  this  question  now.    He'read  tlie 
proviso  in  the  bill,  of  which  he  observed,  that  he  thought 
It  rendered  the  bill  sufficiently  guarded.    The  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  went  to  limit  the 
tribunal  to  the  decision  of  the  small  claims  in  Florida,  and 
to  restrict  it  from  the  right  which  it  exercised  in  Missouri, 
and  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  large  claims.   He  woult  i 
msk  t&e  Senator  from  South  Carolina  if  it  would  be  justice 
to  the  People  of  Florida,  to  grant  to  them  a  partial  tribu 
ml,  curtailed  of  the  powers  exercised  by  it  m  Missouri 
HThat  then  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman's  proposition 
To  appoint  Commisflioners  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  large  claims.  For  the  conHrmation  of  Congress.  But 
this  bad  already  been  done,  and  Congress  had  refused  to 
conl^m  the  deeirions  of  tiie  Cmnmisuoners.   With  the 
seeorily  which  this  bill  afforded,  providing  for  an  appeal 
to  tiie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  good  ground  fur  exchiding  the  larger 
claims.    It  was  reserved  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  correct 
any  errors  that  might  occur  in  the  decisions  of  the  local 
Iribiinal.     He  would  repeat  the  question,  whether  it 
wcMid  be  just  to  refuse  to  Florida  the  same  kind  of  trial, 
to  those  cUiaos  witnin  her  limits,  which  was  gntnted  to 
Missouri.    He  woidd  say  no  more,  not  believing  that  it 
was^necessary  to  occupy  the  time  of  the.Senate  on  a  matter, 
which,  to  him,  appeared  90  plain. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loiusiana,  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  Sotiih  Carolina  to  the  principle  which 
he  had  laid  down.  This  Government  had  hound  itself  by 
treaties,  to  confirm  the  titles  of  the  claimants  of  these 
hnds,  when  onne  fixed.  It  had  bound  itself  to  ad,adi 
eate  upon  those  fitles.  Congress  could  only  surrender 
the  claim  of  the  United  StalcN  when  the  title  of  the  elai- 
mants  waa  establiiihed  t  and  if  Congress  refused  to  do  this, 
it  held  these  claims  in  suspense,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
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ndividuab  concerned.   When  the  country  was  pledged 
to  regard  the  rights  of  those  clumants,  could  it  ask  them 
to  prosecute  their  claims  :  and  was  it  not  tRb  duty  of  the 
Government  to  bring  the  settlement  to  a  speedy  Issue  >  In 
the  State  which  he  represented,  they  had  been  often  refus- 
ed a  setUemcnt.    When  they  were  brought  up  before 
Congress,  they  could  not  decide  upon  tiiem— yet  they 
would  not  allow  them  to  be  determined  by  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, because  they  were  too  important.    Congress  could 
not  form  a  decision  upon  them,  because  the  members 
were  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  States  in 
which  the  lands  were  situated — and  waa  unwilling  to  sub> 
mitthem  to  a  judicial  tribunal  because  (hey  were  of  such 
rreat  value.   Thus  those  clums  might  be  held  in  suspense 
lorever.   The  words  of  the  Trea^  were  that  C«H^Teis 
would  adjudicate  on  the  titles.   Under  thw  agreement, 
the  People  of  those  States  did  not  think,  when  the  United 
States  took  possession  of  the  country,,  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  liotd  the  lands  in  their  own  hands,  and  dis- 
pute their  titles.  It  was  never  anticipated  that  these  tities 
would  be  decided  upon  by  a  tribunal  like  this  (Congreia.) 
Gentlemen  must  see  the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon  theie 
qitestions  in  Congress,  from  the  ignorance  of  the  member^ 
of  the  localities  and  laws  of  the  Territory  in  which  the  lands 
Iie,and  the  difficulty  of  bringingthe  facts  before  Congress. 
Besides,  when  these  claimants  came  here,  they  were  load- 
ed with  such  a  cloud  of  suspicion,  and  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers were  so  filled  with  prejudice,  that  it  waa  difficult  to 
obtain  any  decision  upon  them.    He  had  endeavoured  tft 
obt^n  thnraettleroenf,  by  every  method  of  a^udication  i 
but  in  vun.   The  present  bill  seemed-  to  offer  to  cer- 
tain  classes  of  claims  a  competent  tribunal  for  their  settle- 
ment.   But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  ssys,  he  is 
fearful  of  trusting  them  to  Courts  of  Juntice.    What  was 
the  reason  ?   It  must  be  that  he  supposed  there  was  some 
legal  defection  in  the  subject  itself.    As  to  the  amount, 
thsit  did  not  seem  to  be  sufficient  reason  for  the  objec- 
tion.  Oases,  involving  larger  amounts,  were  trusted  to 
the  CnurU  every  day— for,  altltoiigh  as  the  gentleman 
says,  the  amount  of  lands  is  very  great,  yet  the  amount 
of"^  their  value  was  less  than  was  imagined.    They  con- 
sisted of  lai^e  tracts  of  unsettled  lands,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  which  the  States  were  very  anxious— and  thejr 
were  as  much  interested  in  their  settlement^  as  the  indi- 
vidual clMmaots.    But,  upon  these  subjects,  it  was  im- 
possible that  a  body  of  230  members,   like  the  other 
House,  or  even  the  Senate,  could  ever  understand,  tho- 
roughly, a  legal  title  of  so  much  intricacy,  as  that  to  these 
lantu  was,  in  many  cases.    The  different  claims  Were  to 
beestid>lislied  by  difTerent  facts  and  on  (Afferent  princi- 
pies.   In  some  cases  they  were  decided  by  the  quantity 
ofhnd;  m  some  by  the  location!  in  Kwne  oy  *«  time  at 
which  they  were  granted.   Several  important  and  intri- 
cate questions  of  local  law  were  presented  bjr  them  for 
discussion  nnd  settlement,  rendering  them  unfit  subjects 
for  the  delibertlions  of  Congress.    On  the  other  hand  the 
lawyers  ofthose  States,  in  whidi  these  qucttions  arise, 
have  had  their  nunds  bent  upon  them  for  tweotyyears 
and  their  ai^udication  would  be  much  more  satisEictorr 
in  the  sections  of  country  in  which  they  arise.    A  delay 
of  tiie  adjustment  of  these  claims  was  crerting  increased 
embarrassment  and  confuaon,  as  individuals  would  settle 
upon  the  lands  in  their  present  dubious  situation,  and 
cause  much  future  annoyance  to  the  rightful  owner.  He* 
was  convinced  that,  as  long  as  tiie  settlement  of  tiieso 
claims  depended  upon  Commisnoners,  and  the  delibera- 
tion! of  Congress,  the  delay  would  be  interminable. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  a  distinction  such  as  the  gentie- 
man  from  South  Carolina  contemplated,  should  be  made 
between  the  lat^e  and  the  small  claims.     The  small 
claims,  he  thought,  were  grounded  upwi  the  same  pnna- 
nle  as  though  they  amounted  to  milfiont.   There  was 
another  ground  opon  which  thii  Kttkment  might  b*  Ur- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488 


£^  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


SENATE.] 


Qraduaiion  of  the  PublU  Landt. 


[HimcB  35, 1^ 


ired.  Most  of  the  otiirin*!  claimants  were  dead,  and  theip 
fieirs  were  minor  children,  in  some  mstancea,  with  no 
other  property  than  Iheir  daim  to  land.  It  was  very  dea- 
rable  that  they  ahouU  have  a  apeedy  decision.  Their 
ftttiers  had  asked  (or  it  for  twenhr  years,  by  every  me 
thod,  by  Commissions,  by  Courtsof  Justice,  by  Con«:««»; 
>nd  yet  their  claims  were  undecided.  He  hoped  that 
this  delay  would  end  here  i  and  that  the  biH  m'ffht  pass. 

Mr.  VAN  BUBBN  proposed  to  amend  the  biU,  by 
striking  out  the  words  placing  the  duty  of  appeal  in  the 
hands  of  the  District  Attorney.  „  . 

Mr.  BEBRIEN  said,  that  the  Senator  from  New  York 
would  perceive."  that,  by  the  6th  section,  the  claims 
were  to  be  tried  by  the  same  tribunal  as  had  been  est^- 
lished  in  Missouri.  The  District  Attorney  was  directed 
totmnsmU  to  the  Attorney  General  a  statement  of  the 
Acts  of  each  case,  and  the  poinu  of  law  on  which  it  was 
decided.  The  intention  was  to  give  to  the  United  States 
every  possible  gvard  i  and  it  was  thought  that  no  grea- 
ter gtmrd  could  be  given  than  by  submitting  the  points 
of  law  to  the  Attorney  Qenend. 

Mr.  VAN  BUUEN  said  that  he  was  not  entirely  satis- 
fied. The  original  bill  gave  the  right  of  appeal,  and 
in  some  cues  made  it  imperative.  He  thought  ttie  pre- 
sent bill,  in  iM  general  features,  bore  promise  of  being 
effeciual  in  attuning  iU  object,  and  lie  was,  therefore, 
favorable  to  it.  Bui,  he  wished  that  it  might  be  made 
-  imperative  to  refer  all  cases  over  a  certain  amount,  say 
10,000  acres,  to  the  Supreme  Court  He  did  not  wish 
to  delay  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  might  now  be  amended  in 
this  manner. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  ^'Louisiana,  made  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  seventh  section,  but  withdrew  it  in  ftvour  of 

an  amendment  offered  to  the  same  section,  by 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  in  wliich  suits  may  be 
prosecuted, wherever  they  exceed  1000  acres— in  case  the 
decision  is  advene  to  the  United  States— to  make  out 
and  transmit  the  ftcts  in  the  ease,  and  the  poinu  of  law 
on  which  it  was  decided,  to  the  Attorney  General,  and 
if  it  should  be  his  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  was  enoneous,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  obstfve  the 
directions  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  EATON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  sin- 
king out  the  words  **  exceeding  1000  acres." 

Mr.  VAN  BUHEN  observed,  that  this  was  a  bill  of 
great  importance,  and  one  which,  he  was  happy  to  per- 
ceive, the  Senate  were  disposed  to  act  upon.  As  this 
subject  had  already  cost  the  Goverament  more  than  the 
advantage  which  they  should  ever  derive  frtMO  it,  be 
wmild  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  that  the 
amendments  proposed,  and  the  object  of  the  bill,  might 
be  better  un^mtood. 

His  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GRADUATION  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  the  prices  of  Public  Lands  was  taken  up  ;  tlie 
amendment  fimnerly  offered  by  Mr.  HENDBICKS  still 
pending- 
Mr.  BARTON  rose  and  said:  I  must  be  excused,  Mr. 
Frendent,  for  not  changing  my  opinion  of  the  injurious 
operation  of  the  proposed  measure  upon  the  Public  gen- 
erally, as  well  as  upon  my  constituents  particularly,  on 
account  of  the  array  of  petitions  in  hvour  of  the  bill, 
that  have  been  presented,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Se- 
nate, with  so  much  pomp  and  cireorastance,  during  the 
present  session;  including  the  new  file  of  them  that  has 
been  held  in  reserve,  and  so  opportunely  announced  just 
now  when  I  wa^  abtnit  to  rise  to  address  you.  I  have 
lung  «nce  determined  to  discharge  what  1  believe  to  be 


my  solemn  duty  upon  this  subject,  and  leave  to  nqr  con. 
stituents  the  exercise  of  their  right  to  send  another  in  my 
place  to  advocate  this  measure,  should  they  not  be  con- 
vinced that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  I  am  aware  that  I 
have  an  up  hill  task  in  the  beginning.  This  bill  hM  been 
for  about  five  years  pendi.ig  bef<we  the  Senate,  and  plsy- 
ing  before  the  public  imagination,  in  the  Westers 
State^  without  ever  having  been  brought  to  a  vote.  Not 
one  man  in  ten,  of  ihc  honest  and  undesipning  put  of 
the  community  in  Missouri,  ha*  read,  examined,  and  un- 
derstood its  provisions  and  operation  upon  tha  g^jcat  in- 
terest of  the  public  domain  of  the  Union.  All  have 
heard  of  it  j  and  many  have  received  a  general  O""^ 
idea  that  some  signal  advantage  to  them  is  propoMd  by 
it  They  liave  viewed  it  as  men  too  often  view  distant 
objects  and  untried  schemes,  as  some  great  and  mwt- 
cedented  good,  whiiout  understanding  very 
would  be  their  actual  value  or  operation.  This  bill  nu 
liad  the  tendency  to  introduce  new  tests  in  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  in  that  .State  (  of  destroyinff  (he 
distinction  between  qualification  for  office  and  tlitf  want 
of  it  I  between  character  and  integrity  and  the  ™it  « 
them-  It  has  corrupted  the  great  elective  franchise  of 
tlie  Slate,  and,  for  a  time,  destroyed  ite  free  and  saiutsiy 
exercise.  For  five  years  it  has  hung  like  an  impending 
guillotine  over  my  neck,  and  I  now  call  upon  you  to 
strike  the  blow.or  take  away  your  apparaUis.  Let  us  bo» 
have  a  final  vote  upon  the  propowiion,  and  put  the  pw- 
Uc  mind  at  rest  upon  the  subject    This  bill  contains  three 

principal,  tbojQgfa  not  indeptiident  pr9visions.   

First.  Underthedeceptivetitleandprofessionofgia(W- 
ating  the  prices  of  lands  to  thdr  quahiy,  it  conUins  a  mere 
scale  of  rapid  annual  depreciation  of  them,by  which  oeir 
one  hundred  millions  of  acres  now  in  market*  will  nin 
down  ill  three  years  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  to  ine 
price  oftwenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  all  other  public 
lands,  hereafter  put  in  ma^et,  will  undergo  the  like  ra- 
pid annual  depreciation. 

Secondly.  After  the  graduated  depredation  w"'"'''™ 
been  some  time  in  operation,  it  proposes  a  restricted  ami 
modified  plan  of  donations,  in  small  quantities,  to  actusJ 
settlers ;  and,  , 

Thirdly.  After  the  two  first  provisions  shall  have  bcea 
satisfied,  it  proposes  a  cession  of  the  residue  to  the  Slat« 
in  which  it  lies.  These  things  are  all  to  be  complettft 
within  five  years. 

By  the  first,  or  speculating  provinon,  (I  call  it 
Terence  to  the  efTect  it  will  unavoidably  produce,)  bj 
first  nrovbion,  near<one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  the 
public  lands  now  in  market,  excepting  the  small  pituoce 
that  may  be  needed  ind  purchased  by  the  migraliW  cat 
livalors  of  the  soil,  will  be  thrown,  at  the  end  of  three 
years^  into  the  hands  of  companiesofspeculators, 
now  waiting  to  receive  them.  All  other  portions  of  the 
public  lands  tliat  may  hereafter  be  put  in  market,  will 
undetgo  a  like  operation.  How  much  land  will  the 
cultiv*tora  probably  need  in  three  years  ?  Let  us  calcu- 
late the  future  by  the  past  , 
In  forty  years,  since  the  first  sales  of  public  lam"  » 
New  York,  in  1787,  the  whole  migrating  popuMoa  a 
the  Union  have  purchased  only  about  19  millions  " 
in  all  the  new  States  and  Territories  where  the  ^J"''™ 
States  had  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  They  iM 
not  need  halfso  rtiuch  for  agDcuhur»l  purposes ;  but  Uicy 
have  appropriated  that  quantity.  If  then  40  yeais,  «o- 
der  the  ifrcat  impulses  given  to  the  spirit  of  migratiwi  by 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  intervening  war  with  Eftg- 
Und,  all  the  .Indian  wars,  and  the  acquisition  ofLouisiant 
and  Florida,  required  only  19  million»  of  acres,  how  muca 
would  three  years  probab^  require  now,  when  this  whole 
naUon  has  resolved  to  free  itself  from  a  dcpentieiicc  on 
Europe  for  those  things  which  we  can  make  a*  well  si 
home,  and  distribute  lU  tabor  among  other  branches  oi 
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industry,  and  sources  of  weftlth  and  independence,  as 
well  «s  sCTicalture  ?   Probably  not  more  tnan  tvo  mil- 
lions  of  acre*.   And  the  whole  vast  excess,  after  deduet- 
tng-  tltat  quantity  from  the  whole  quantity  in  market, 
might  be  considered  at  decided  by  (lie  passage  of  this  bill, 
to  the  companies  of  capitalists  tliat  would  soon  form,  at 
25  cents  per  acre,  upon  four  years  credit^  as  an  engine 
to  enslave  your  posterity  in  tiie  character  of  sub  pmx;ba- 
sers     tenants.    And  so  of  all  portions  of  the  public  do- 
main to  be  bnm^t  into  nurket  iiereafter.   It  would  be 
dendedhr  pre^uable  to  giro  mw^  the  lands  to  such 
«■  would  settle  them.    Gentlenien  -  tell  us  that  land 
•pecuktioQ  is  at  an  end.    I'hat  all  hare  failed  who 
engaged  in  h.    But  they  omit  to  tell  us  the  reason  of 
that  Eiilure.    It  was  because  the  public  land  system  held 
»  comrtant  check  upon  them.    When,  a  few  years  since, 
companies  of  capltsJista,  under  the  credit  system,  made 
such  bold  strides  at  a  monopoly  of  the  good  soil  of  the 
countiy,  the  single  act  of  the  Ooreroment  in  reducing 
the  price,  and  changing  the  mode  of  selling  the  public 
lands,  dissipated  all  their  prospects,  and  brougiit  them  to 
sue  for  relief  from  theit  bairns..  This  bill,  if  I  am  ca- 
pable of  foreseeing  its  effects,  wilt  resuscitate  the  frater- 
nity of  land  jobbers,  and  revive  the  scenes  that  once 
threatened  one  of  the  worst  species  of  subjugation  to  the 
operative  portion  of  our  agncuUural  citizens.  The  idea  of 
speculation,  to  an  extent  injurious  to  the  potirer  and  mid- 
dling classes  of  cultivators,  has  been  treated  as  a  phan. 
torn.    To  show  you  the  true  character  and  dangerous 
power  of  thu  phantom,  permit  me  to  read  to  you  an  ex- 
tract from  a  statement  of  the  former  Receiver  of  the  Land 
OSceat  Huntsvitle  in  Alabama,  n6\r  among  the  files  of 
the  Senate.   He  states,  "  That  at  the  sales  of  public 
hnda  wUch  eoauneneed  by  prochmstioD  of  tlie  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  SUtes,  on  the  first  NondHV  in  Febru- 
uy,  in  the  year  1S18,  at  llunuville,  a  formidable  compa- 
ny appeared,  whi<^  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  down  competition  amongst  attending  bidders,  and 
purchasing  the  most  valuable  lands  at  reduced  prices,  in- 
tending to  make  re-sale  and  divide  the  profits  of  the  spe- 
culation.  It  is  needless  to  enter  into  detail  concerning  it. 
Its  nature,  strength,  means  and  mode  of  operation,  ren- 
dered ita  success  inevitable,  unless  it  should,  in  some 
manner,  be  countervailed.   Your  pelttioner  was  at  tliat 
time  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  Huntsville  district. 
Himself,  and  the  other  officers  of  Government,  and  Su- 
|ierinteiulani8  of  the  sale,  were  solicited  to  join  llie  asso- 
^tion  and  participate  in  the  proceeds.    Tliey  all  reject- 
ed the  proposition,  being  unwilling  to  engage  in  what 
they  viewed  as  an  abuse  of  the  trust  to  them  conRded." 


Thus  we  have  seen  this  wily  spirit  of  speculation,  which 
has  lain  in  wait  fur  the  fruits  of  the  laborer's  toil  fi-om  the 
beginning,asstinie  a  bolder  nrien,  and  marclvng  confidently 
up  to  the  ofKciat  sanctuaries  of  the  country,  attempt 
to  gain  them  to  its  purposes  by  direct  corruption  It 
was  defeated,  in  the  end,  by  that  very  power  which  it  is 
now  persuading  to  lay  aside  its  srmotir  under  the  pretext 
that  It  is  at  pnee— nay  even  that  it  is  dead  !  Sir,  1  believe 
not  in  this  feigned  dvath.  It  is  artfully  attempting  to  re- 
move Uie  only  real  obstacle  toils  success.  1  mean  tlie 
control  of  the  public  domain,  not  by  a  few,  or  a  part  of 
the  ownera,  but  by  the  whole  people  of  the  Union, 
through  their  NaUoiul  Legislature.  The  whole  lilstory  of 
foot  vast  tracts  of  mtlitsnr  bounty  lands  in  the  west,  to 
which  IshsU  presently  aarertftM*  another  purpose,  ad- 
monishes  us  that  this  death  is  but  feigned,  and  that  tliis 
spint  of  apecujation  cannot  succeed  while  we  bold  the 
protecting  ^eld  of  the  national  laiul  system  over  our  cit- 
izens. Adopt  any  plan  by  which  the  lands  shall  become 
suddenly  private  property,  in  greater  quantities  than  is 
needed  fat  cidtinaion«  and  the  proprietors  will  always 
find  means  to  rule  matters  to  their  own  advantage,  in  the 
absence  of  the  eountcmUliiy  powers  of  the  Government 


over  the  subject.  If  such  advantages  as  were  held  out  in 
1818,  when  lands  were  selling  higli,  induced  such  com- 
binations, what  may  we  not  expect,  should  such  vast  quan- 
tities, indeed  the  greater  part  of  the  good  lands  in  our 
new  States  and  Territories,  be  thus  suddenly  put  down  to 
35  cents  per  acre,  without  rM;ard  to  the  cxutlng  demsnd 
for  such  a  supply     Indeed  it  has  become  an  axiom  with 
political  writers,  that  the  owners  of  the  property,e8pecial- 
ly  the  real  property  of  the  country,  will  become  ita  gov- 
ernors.   It  has  even  become  a  proverb  that  all  govern. 
ments  are  made  for  the  rich :  ana  the  results  which  I  bare 
been  sketching  to  your  view  would  go  far  towards  reali- 
zing the  adage  in  this  country.   I  will  conclude  this 
branch  of  my  S(d>ject  withan  expression  of  my  «ncere  bs- 
lief  that  this  measure,  if  adopted  by  the  Government,  will 
establish  in  this  country  one  of  the  most  alarming  and  op- 
pressive landed  aristocracies  that  ever  afflicted  any.  To 
the  second  provision  of  the  bill,  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
tlers And  cultivators,  I  am  friendly  i  and  will  demonstrate 
that  fHendibip  before  I  ^t  down,  by  pn>pa«ng  an  amend- 
ment to  the  existing  land  laws  of  the  United  States  that 
will  secure  to  them  something  better  than  the  miserable 
refuse,  in  very  restricted  quantities,  after  this  colossal 
scheme  of  engrossment  shalfhave  swept  over  the  land  ) 
something  more  substantial  than  an  invitation  to  pick  up 
the  crumbs  after  the  speculators  shall  have  finished  their 
gorgeous  feasta  upon  the  public  domain.   A  judicious 
plan  of  donations,  of  I^ds  tiiat  have  remained  unsold  tar 
given  periods  of  time,  may  be  adopited,  that  would  place 
the  agricultural  portion  of  our  citiaens  high  above  die  rank 
of  sub-purchasers  or  tenants,  and  pluck  up  by  the  roots  the 
whole  system  of  laad  8peculatioo,by  taking  away  the  pow- 
er, and  with  it  the  motive,  to  make  fortunes  by  re-selling, 
les^r.  or  renting,  the  monopolized  soil  of  ihe  countnr, 
and  at  the  same  time  countetnet  the  bouirties  offered  for 
the  emigration  of  our  ciliaens  by  the  neif^boring  Span- 
ish American  and  Britibh  American  Govemmems  upon 
this  continent,and  be  quite  conastent  with  all  the  objects 
to  which  our  national  domun  can  be  cotiMdered  as  pledg- 
ed.   As  to  the  third  feature    the  bill,  proposii^  cessions 
to  the  States,  I  expressed  roy  views  on  this  floor  two 
years  ago;  and  both  subsequent  reflection,  and  the  con- 
curring opinions  of  some     the  ablest  and  eldest  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  have  confirmed  me  in  that  opinion. 
After  lowering  the  price  of  land  from  time  to  time,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require,  accompanied  by  some  judicious 
phin  of  donations  when  Isn<b  have  been  in  market  a  giv- 
en  term  of  yeaia,  and  when  aU  the  beat  may  ftiHy  be  con- 
sidered as  disposed  of,  ss  well  for  the  purposes  of  meet- 
ing  our  pecuniary  obligations,  as  for  the  hi{^er  purposes 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  as  the  States  arrive  at  such  matu- 
rity and  population  as  Ohio,  (ot  example,  now  has,  let  the 
whole  remainder  be  relinquished  to  the  States  in  which  it 
Iie«,and  break  up  ourwholeestablishmentofUnd  officers  - 
and  offices  in  such  Ststes  otthe  same  time,  wrthout  at- 
tempting  todnun  revenue  Ihrtn  refiise  lands  by  pursuii^ 
them  down  to  twenty-five  cenU  per  acre.    Such  are  my 
general  views  of  this  subjeeti  and  fbr  the  promotion  of  ac- 
tual settlers,  and  the  population  of  our  extensive  fronUei-s, 
I  will  go  as  &r  as  the  best  friend  of  this  bill    But,  as  this 
bill  proposes  a  permanent  and  almoat  total  change  in  the 
hiws  for  the  disposal  of  the  publie  domsin,  it  becomes  our 
duly  to  turn  our  attention,  more  in  det«U  to  the  sut^ect 
upon  whicli  it  is  to  operate,  and  see  what  is,  in  fact,  the 
situation  and  importance  of  this  great  national  interest, 
our  public  lands.  We  all  know,  in  the  language  of  the  Pre- 
sident  in  his  annual  message,  that  'The  acquisition  of  them, 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  wlwle  Union,  not  only  in  trea- 
sure but  in  blood,  marks  a  rig^it  of  property  in  tbem 
equally  extensive."  Wo  all  know  our  very  unmn  was 
based  upon  the  atipulstion  that  the  wihl  lands  of  tho  west 
should  be  acommon  proper^  of  the  people  of  all  the  Siate» : 
and  that  those  lubsequentily  acquired  were  purcLoaud 
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with  the  common  treasure.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kaitx,)  who  addressed  yon  a  few  days  ago,  under- 
took to  show  ^hat  in  the  acquisition  and  diiposat  of  the 
public  lands  we  liad  made  a  losing  banaia  t  and  that  the 
proceeds  oftheaalea  had  not  yet  demyvd  the  oriE''**^ 
cost  A  remark  of  the  President  in  his  message  was  ad- 
verted to  and  commented  on  by  the  gentleman.  The 
President  has  hitherto  reccommended,  in  pursuance  of 
the  poUcy  of  his  predecessor^  the  redemption  of  our  na- 
tionsl  pledges  of  the  public  lands  for  the  payment  of  our 
debts,  and  the  application  of  the  residue  to  the  great  pur- 
poses of  improving  the  country  we  inhabit.  He  has,  in 
no  instance,  pointed  to  that  vast  fund,  the  public  domain, 
as  a  bribe  to  individual  cupidily,to  inAuence  their  votes  in 
the  approaching  Presidential  election  t  but  seems  to  have 
resolved  first  to  du  his  duty,  and  let  popularity  follow,  if 
it  win.  In  touchingsuch  topics  he  incidentally  mentions, 
as  one  reason  for  aiscliai^ing  our  trusts,  that  we -have 

Eud  out  on  account  of  the  public  lands  thirty-three  mil- 
ons  of  dollars  in  money.  For  the  purpose  for  which  he 
mentioned  it,  this  statement  is  perfect^  fiiir.  But  when 
considering  the  real  original  eost,  we  muat  remember 
that  there  are  three  millions  of  that  sum  chargeable  to 
another  account — to  the  eipenses  of  surveying  188  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  selling  nineteen  millions  ( leaving  thir- 
ty millions  of  dollars  as  the  original  cost.  For  that  sum 
what  have  we  acquired  ?  Including  the  pi/rchases  of 
Louisiaiia  and  Florida,  the  Missisnppi  stock,  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles,  and  idl  other  forma  of  purchase, 
we  have  acquired  about  361  millions  of  acres  to  wliidi 
the  Indian  title  is  extinct,  and  about  56  millions  still  sub- 
ject to  tlm  Indian  claim;  malting  about  317  milUons  of 
acres,  lying  within  the  limits  of  our  organized  Stjites  and 
Territories.  West  ahd  North  of  our  organized  govem- 
inents  we  have  acqidred  lAout  750  millions  more,  subject 
mostly  to  the  cUims  of  the  aboriginals,  making,  for  that 
sum,  the  total  quantity  of  upwaras  of  one  thousand  mil. 
lions  of  acres.    Of  this  vast  domain,  securing  to  this  great 

Eeople  the  means  of  elevating  to  the  proud  rank  of  free- 
olden  the  present  generation,  and  their  posterity  for  ages 
to  come,  upon  easjr  tenns,  as  our  increasing  population 
may  demand  the  soil|We  hare  hitherto  sold  dbuut  ntoeteen 
mimoos  of  acres, producing  in  actual  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury.uutotheSOth  Jone,1827,  $34,874,488  63,wluch  add- 
ed to  the  outstanding  land  debt,  that  may  be  conadered  se- 
cure, as  the  patent  will  not  issue  until  the  land  is  paid  for, 
makes  the  total  proceeds  about  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
after  deducting  all  relinquished  lands  and  forfeitures,  be- 
stdci  twenty  odd  miHionB  of  acres  fbr  education,  miliury 
lMHiiitieB,|and  other  donations.  So  that,  viewing  our  pub- 
lic lands  m  their  most  cold  and  uninteresting  aspect,  as  a 
mere  source  of  pecuniary  revenue,  we  have  more  than 

iiaid  the  orig^n^  cost  with  only  nineteen  millions  of  it ; 
eaving  the  vast  excess  of  242  millions  within  our  organ- 
ized governments,  to  which  there  is  no  adverse  claim,  and 
896  millioiis  (about  fit^-ax  within  the  several  States  and 
Territories)  mostly  subject  to  the  usufructuary  claims  (for 
such  they  are  in  practice,)  of  the  rapidly  expiring  tribes 
of  the  natives,  as  clear  gain,  in  the  bargwning  view  of  the 
subject.  And  here  1  may  remark,  that,  the  single  fact  that 
government  has  put  in  market,  and  generally  kept  there, 
of  »*•  y^are,  about  one  hundred  milhons  of  laiuT,  for  the 
people  of  the  west  to  pick  and  choose,  not  only  accounts 
fsr  the  proceeds  averaging  little  more  than  the  minimum 
pnce,  but  also  sUmps  a  high  and  dignified  refutation  upon 
all  accusations  of  peddling  parsimony,  and  grinding  tyran- 
ny, that  have  been  made,  of  kte  years,  against  the  govern- 
ment of  the  union,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  Here 
also  I  will  remark  that  the  only  reason  why  the  existing 
system  has  not  produced  a  graduatimt  of  the  price  to  the 
quaUty  of  the  land,  ringing  from  Uie  minimum  upwanls, 
according  to  the  oeeimiAton,  the  judgment,  or  the  fancy, 
of  the  purchMcT,  has  beeo  that  the  gnat  quantity  inmar- 


ket  rendered  much  competition  unnecessarj-.  1  do  not 
complain  of  tliia.  It  was  for  the  promotion  of  the  new 
States.  ■  But  it  is  a  good  reas(m  why  they  should  not  com- 
plain of  the  General  Government  Such  is  the  subject  up- 
on which  this  hill  is  to  operate  if  H  should  become  a  law. 

I  wilt  proceed  now  to  answer  what  appear  to  me  to  be 
the  most  prominent  arguments  urged  against  the  existing 
land  system  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  Senators  from 
Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  to  wliom  I  am  Teplying. 
The  good  people  of  the  West  have  been  recently  let  into 
the  secret,  that  the  earth  is  the  gift  of  God  to  man,«nd  that 
it  is  a  violation  of  their  natural  and  social  rights  to  pursue 
the  miserable  policy  of  the  United  States  m  relation  to 
their  hmds.    Did  not  the  grant  of  the  Deity  extend  to  the 
ocean  as  well  as  to  the  earth  ?  Has  not  man  the  same  divine 
right  to  the  free  use  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  ?  The  same 
right  to  make  a  vessel  and  traverse  the  ocean, that  he  has  to 
make  a  plough  and  break  the  earth,  in  quest  of  susten- 
ance ?   Yet  we  raise,  witlwut  a  murmur,  twenty  odd  mil- 
lions of  annual  revenue  from  the  use  of  the  ocean,  and 
about  pne  million  from  the  use  of  the  earth.    By  the  foun- 
ders <rf  this  republic  ahd  by  iheir  successorf ,  until  of  late 
years,  there  was  thought  to  be  a  wise  propriety  and  fore- 
cast, nay  even  a  necessity,  in  our  complicated  and  multi- 
farious forms  of  State  and  Federal  Governments,  to  resort 
to  every  source  of  indirect  and  voluntary  revenue,  for  the 
supportofthe  General  Government,tosavethe  people  from 
the  grinding  operation  of  a  double  system  of  du«ct  txaation 
for  the  support  of  both  SUte  and  Federal  Government  Un- 
der our  present  revenue  system,  not  a  cent  of  the  direct 
taxes  paid  by  the  people  of  the  States  and  Territuriesa 
come  into  tlie  United  States  Treasurj- 1  but  tliey  are 
all  expended  in  the  local  affwrs  of  thtir  own  establish- 
ments  at  home.    Besides,  those  people  know,  or  ought 
to  know,  that  the  whole  expenses  of  our  Indian  afUrs,  a- 
mounling,  in  some  years,  to  S^700,000  per  ann.,  little  be- 
low the  annual  revenue  from  luids,are  but  the  consequen- 
ces of  our  acquisition  of  the  soil  from  the  natives  who 
were  placed  here  by  Divine  Providence^  before  lis.  And 
can  they  see  no  propriety  in  which  a  patriotic  publicshould 
acquiesce  without  a  murmur,  in  raising  a  moderate  reve- 
nue fh»D  the  sale  of  lands  to  nteet  such  demands,and  effect 
such  objects'  This  fund  of  the  pubUc  Undsis  Uie  commoD 
property  of  all.open  equally  to  the  Kcquisition  of  aU,as  tliey 
may  choose  to  mignLte,aiid  carry  their  means  from  one  State 
to  another.  Tht-y  have  acquiesced.  Until  very  recently  the 
public  mind  in  the  Western  States  was  as  tranquil  as  the  Pa- 
cific that  lies  beyond  thcni,  upon  this  subject   When  the 
law  of  1831,  fbr  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
landi^was  passed  by  Congress,  there  was  a  general  burst  of 
gratehil  and  good  feehngs  among  them  towards  the  Go- 
vernment of  theUiiiun,l'uribe  parental  kindness  of  the  act. 
Universal  satistaction  with  the  existing  revenue  laws  pre- 
vailed.   Even  they  whose  property  had  been  deprecia- 
ted by  the  change  of  the  credit  to  the  cs^  system,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  minimum  price,  in  the  sale  of  landi,  without 
deriving  any  benefit  from  the  "  iclief  Uw,'|  breathed  not 
a  murmur  upon  paper:  but  seemed  to  view  it  as  a  private 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  ^tlie  public  good.   They  would 
iiave  done  so  still  \  but  ^itaturs  arose,  and  disturbed  the 
calm  of  the  public  tranquility. 

We  are  told  now  of  great  popular  excitements  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Excitements  that 
have  produced  instnictions  to  members  on  this  Boor  to  ad- 
vocate and  vote  for  this  specific  btU.  And  how  was  that 
excitement  gotten  up  >  After  several  years  labor,  how 
was  it  brought  to  that  h^ht  in  August  1826,  from  which 
it  has  been  ever  unce  subaidii^  F  Let  me  pive  you  a 
brief  sketch  of  its  rise,  progress,;and  downfall  in  tlie  State 
of  Missouri,  where  it  originated.*  The  other  new  States 
that  have  cauglit  the  mania  are  but  the  disciples  of  M'ia> 
Bouri  t  and  as  she  has  reflected  herself  into  reason  upon 
this  subject,  I  hope  they  wiU  follow  her  example.  Ala- 
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hnuialready  done  so,  and  sent  new  instructions  to  her 
OTftnto  propose  a  purcbHse  of  the  lands  within  her 
E»^«m  the  Union,  upon  some  reasonable  terms. 

Ttt  txotement  sprang  orimnally,  as  I  have  thought, 
fioBnewaof  personal  and  poBtical  advancement.  The 
■aUMghly  wrouglit  pictures  of  the  grinding  tyninny, 
ad  peddluig  meanness  of  the  Government,  in  selling  her 
hndi,  wa«  circulated  among  the  people.   The  roost  cx- 
■ggcnted  and  erroneous  representations  of  the  expencive- 
Mtsof  our  land  system  wssmade  to  tbem.  And  aU  the 
mpi£t7  oT  man  was  addressed  vith  tbe  hopes  of  ba- 
Ting  ttie  vast  fund  of  the  public  domain  given  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  new  States.    Just  before  tlie  August 
elections  m  1826,  thousands  of  pamphlets  exhibiting  those 
Tievs  were  circalated  among  the  people,  .containinff  a 
tpeech  that  had  been  adroitly  gotten  before  them  with- 
out an  opportiuuty  for  reply.   Every  county  in  tbe  State 
Tsa  deluged  with  them.    They  even  overflowed  upon 
nEnois  and  the  neij^boring  States.    Tbe  thing  took  like 
fire^in  our  prairies,  and  the  general  cry  was  for  tbe  grad- 
natkm  \AU.    The  artful  tpeculator  imagined  bis  prey 
vUhin  h)h  reach,  and  joined  in  tbe  cry.    The  capitalists 
counted  in  advance  their  hundreds  per  cent,  upon  tbe 
re-sale  of  engrossed  lands,  and  joined  in  tbe  cry.  The 
temponsiog  aspirants  to  office,  so  numerous  in  new 
eoontries  and  mixed  population,  saw  in  the  popular  delu* 
M)■^  the  road  to  the  Assembly,  and  jcAned  in  tbe  ci^.  In- 
terest and  ambition,  knavery  and  weakness,  alt  joined  to 
swell  tbe  praises      the  graduation  bill.    The  Gorem- 
meat  was  denounced  aa  a  hard-hearted  and  grinding 
tynnny.     The  cutting  of  a  public  twig  ^as  repre- 
sented as  cause  of  6ne  and  imprisonment  (  and  the 
wait  of  d^dTedion  was  abroad  in  the  land.  During 
uie  mx  weeks  delusion,  pledges  were  demanded  of  tbe 
candidates  for  the  Assembly  in  reUtion  to  the  gradua- 
tion bill,  and  the  approaching  Senatori^  election.  The 
Aasembiy  met,  thus  fettered  by  promises.    Reason,  how- 
ever, had  rcMuned  her  command  ;  and  pubKc  spirit 
had  recovered  its  former  tone.   The  Committee  in  both 
branches  of  tbe  Le^slalure,  to  whom  the  subject  Lad  been 
rcfeRedfOponJdie  recommendation  of  the  Govemor,report- 
ed  sgainst  the  measure  ;  and  a  senuble  and  laconic  report 
was  drawn  up  and  circvilated  among  tbe  people,  rcpre. 
seating  to  them  their  true  interest  and  duties  as  com- 
bined with  the  interests  and  rights  of  tbe  whule  peo- 
ple of  the  Umon.    The  people  of  Missouri  are  intel- 
ligent, patriotic,  and  honest,  when  they  Iiave  an  upptv- 
tnnity  to  understand  tbe  true  merits  of  a  proposition. 
Tbe  menbeiB      Assembly  kept  the  leiter  of  the  pro- 
mise f  but  condemned  the  measure  upon  whidi  that 
promise  wis  predicated.    This  'state  of  things  seemed 
to  imply  a  C^ure  of  conuderation,  and  it  was  thought  ne- 
otamry  to  do  something  to  break  the  fall  o  the  measure. 
Ijsst  Summer  a  direct  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  for 
thir  purpose,    tiundreds  of  those  printed  petitions  you 
bsve  seen  presented, with  all  the  words  and  phraseB,calcu- 
laSed  ad  asptandum,  printed  in  laige  roman  capitals,  were 
piepttcd  in  sdrance,  and  circalated  in  every  county  in  the 
btate,  and  almost  every  neighborhood  and  fireside.  Run- 
aers  carried  them  every  wliere,  and  the  mover  of  the  bill, 
in  r«^g  through  the  country,  distributed  them  in  person. 
An  artifice  of  a  darker  complexion  was  resorted  to. 
Tbe  presses  in  tbe  interest  of  Genenl  Jackson  were  made 
to  say,  that  the  same  party  that  supported  General  Jack- 
son fot  tbe  Preiidencnr  supported  the  graduation  bill ; 
that  tbe  parties  were  identisra ;  and  this  idea  was  propa- 
gMed  &om    Boon's  Lick"  to  Wariiington  city,  and  rever- 
berated from  Washington  city  upon  the  West  And  I  am 
sorry  to  see  the    signs  of  the  times"  in  Congress  look  bo 
much  hke  it  1  notice  this,  nr,  because  it  is,  1  believe,  the 
first  bold  and  ^rect  attempt,  nnce  the  fuuiidation  of  our 
GoTemmeitt,  to  bribe  tbe  people  with  their  own  Isndi^ 
and  point  tbe  people  of  tiie  West  to  the  vast  fond  of  the 


public  domain  as  tbe  booty  in  the  event  of  victory  in  the 
Prendential  contest  Once  get  the  two  ideas  associated  in 
the  public  mind,  that  the  success  <rf'  a  particular  candidate 
will  be  tantamount  to  a  distribution  of  tbe  public  lands 
among  the  Western  people,  and  there  will  be  no  ac- 
counting for  the  result  It  is  a  bold,  artful,  and  unparellel- 
ed  attempt  at  the  worst  kind  of  corruption  in  the  Pre- 
sidential election.    The  hopes  of  a  few  aspirants  to  ca- 
binet appointment,  or  fineign  misuons,  could  have  no  such 
influence  upon  the  votes  of  their  States.  But  the  people 
of  the  new  States  are  not  to  be  bribed  t  end  I  acquit  Gen. 
Jackson  of  the  chai^.  He  Is  as  far  above  such  means  as 
the  present  Chief  Magiatrate  haa  shown  himself  to  be  in  his 
honest  and  patriotic  recommendations  upon  this  subject. 
That  artifice  originated  with  men,  who  stand  in  more 
need  of  General  Jackson  than  he  does  of  them — with  men 
whose  object  is  self  elevation.   The  same  object  now  ttwt 
it  was  a  lew  years  ago,  when  thev  attempted  to  strip  the 
General's  brow  of  every  sprig  of  laurel  be  had  ever  won, 
and  conngn  his  name  to  infamy  ( though  to  be  attained  by 
very  difierent  means.    Then  Uie  plan  was  torise  upon  his  • 
nuns.    Now,  to  associate  their  ignoble  names  with  that  of 
the  General,  and  even  tackle  the  frail  bark  of  their  shatter- 
ed reputations  and  fortunes,  to  the  more  triumphant 
steam-boat  of  th«  General's  fame,  to  be  towed  into  port. 
Bu^  sir,  how  has  the  artifice  succeeded  thus  hs  t  Those 
petitions — (I  wiah  ttiat  the  last  file  of  tbem  had  not  been 
presented  as  a  damper  upon  roe  just  before  I  was  to  speak 
upon  this  bill) — those  petitions  would,  of  course,  be 
signed  by  many  good  men,  who  have  an  opinion  of  the 
operation  of  ttus  bill  diflerent  from  the  one  1  have.  Bu^ 
sir,  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  they  were  signed  more  gen- 
erally by  die  loose  trash  tlift  floats  around  every  body  poU- 
tie— by  the  political  partisans,  the  designing,  the  specu- 
lating, the  electioneering,  the  boys,  and  the  inconsider- 
ate, who  have  all  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose.   In  a  word, 
by  the  David's  men — aU  tliat  were  in  distress,  all  that 
were  diSBBtis6ed  at  home,  and  all  that  were  in  debt,  fled 
unto  the  graduation  bill,  and  sought  relief  upon  the  spoils 
of  other  people's  pn^rty.  And  after  all  the  pressing  and 
the  artifice,  and  the  Cwility  mth  which  men  sign|  papers 
that  cost  tbem  nothing,  to  what  number  do  tliey  amount, 
all  counted  ?   What  is  tbe  strength  of  General  Jack- 
son in  Missouri,  as  indicated  by  the  result  of  this  ap- 
peal to  the  people  }   1'liey  amount,  counting  the  reeent 
cargo,  to  about  three  thousand  four  or  five  hundred  ! 
Sir,  soon  after  the  last  Federal  census,  we  gave  in  Mis- 
souri upwards  of  12,000  votes  at  a  Congresnonal  election, 
when  ourBepresentative  numbersstoodatabttte upwards 
of  63,000.   ^luB  large  proportion  of  voters  is  accounted 
for  by  llie  migration  of  ungle  men,and  our  teedom  of  suf- 
frage.   We  claim  double  that  population  now,  which 
would  give  34,000  voters  upon  tlte  same  proportion.  Put 
it  down,  for  safety,  to  30,000,  and  how  stands  the  ac- 
count ?   Not  one-sixth  of  the  voters  (tf  the  State  are  in  fi^ 
vor  of  this  bill,  according  to  the  indication  of  their  senti- 
ments expres»bd  by  these  petitions.    So  far  as  they  test 
the  matter,  I  am  representing  more  tluin  five-uxths  of  tbe 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  State  in  my  uniform  oppo- 
sition to  this  bil1,in  its  present  inadmissible  form.  In  its  pre- 
sent form,  few,  indeed,  will  be  found  there  or  here  to 
support  it    The  result  of  this  appeal  to  the  people  is, 
however,  no  test  of  the  strength  of  General  Jackson, 
with  whom  tbe  measure  has  been  so  artfully  connected. 
It  has  been  perceived  by  die  Senate  that  the  opponents 
of  the  present  land  system  of  the  United  States  cannot 
agree  among  themselves  upon  any  thing  but  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  existing  order  of  things.    They  turn  reform- 
.  eri,  and  decry  the  old  repme,  but  they  cannot  agree 
upon  any  substitute  to  be  offered  in  its  stead.   Indeed  the 
mover  tn  the  bill  cannot  agree  with  himself,  for  two  ses- 
sions in  succession.    In  ltC2^  he  announced  that  "  the 
ides  (rfmaldng  revenue"  from  tbe  sale  of  bmdUexptod^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  BEOISTEB 


493 


SENATE.] 


GraduaSen  nf  tkeJPabSe  Zandt. 


[Maww  35, 1828. 


ed.".  *'A  wider  horizon  openi  before  me.  Come- 

quencei  ar  supeiitn'  to  the  accumuUtion  of  dollari  in  the 

Treasury  t  consequences  eren  superior  to  the  lienor  and 

advantj^es  of  pacing  off  the  public  debt,  present  them- 
selves to  my  vision."    But,  in  1827-8,  in  his  prefatory 

speech,  oo  uking  leave  to  introduce  his  bilC  he  de- 
clares it  to  be  a  revenue  measure,  irboee  ultimate  objept 

is  to  produce  the  prodigy  of  a  Nation  «rithout  a  debt. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  seems  perfectly  conscious, 

thHt  this  bill  may  produce  injurious  speculations,  and  sul- 

mits  it.  In  the  speech  he  delivered  to  the  Senate  a  few- 
days  ago,  he  seemed  to  be  almost  ortliodoz,  and  had  it  not 

been  for  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  I 

believe  he  would  have  been  entirely  of  the  true  faith. 

He  is  ip  Ikvor  of  repressing  speculators  and  encouraging 

actual  settlera  i  ana  so  am  I.    He  is  in  favor  of  dtscharg' 

ing  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  under  tlie  Constitution, 

with  respect  to  the  public  lands ;  and  so  am  J.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman rrom  Indiana,  (Gov.  UsitDkicKs,)  takes  a  bold 

course  of  bis  own,  and  sets  up  for  himself.    And  I  prefer 

his  plan,  deodedly,  to  the  misnamed  and  inischievoua  bill 

now  before  tbe  Senate.   He  lays  claim  to  the  whole  of  the 

pubUc  lands  lyin^  in  Indiana,  as  belonging  of  right  to  the 

State.   His  doctrine     that  the  act  of  admitting  the  new 

States  into  the  Union,  vests  them  absolutely  with  tlie 

soil  within  their  ]imits,aa  inseparmble  from  their  sovereign' 

ty,upderthe  Federal  Constitution,  and  tbe  laws  of  Nations, 

The  Constitution  briefly  provides  that  '*  new  States 

may  beadmitted  into  this  Union,"  without  saying  a  tt^ord 
about  the  terms  of  admission,  futther  than  the  geueml  pre- 
vision that  a  Republican  form  of  government  shall  be  guar- 
antied to  them  by  the  United  States.    And  as  if  the  Fede* 
ral  Convention  had  intended  to-preclude  cavil,  in  all  future 
time,  upon  this  subject,  in  the  very  same  section,  and  the 
very  next  paragraph,  they  provide  that  "  the  Congress 
*'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
"  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  TerritMy  or  other 
*'  property  belon^ng  to  Uie  United  States  i  and  nothing 
<'  m  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
**  judice  any  claims  of  tbe  United  States,  or  of  any 
"  particular  State."   Let  gentlemen  bear  in  mind.that 
it  is  not  the  Constitution,  but  acts  of  Congress,  or  ra* 
tber  member*  of  Congress,  that  talk  about  the  new 
State*  being  placed  upon  **  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  with  the  original  States."   A  thing  that  is 
impracticable,  ;and  never  has  existed  yet  in  any  of  the 
new  States,  as  I  will  presently  illustrate  more  fully.  The 
gentleman  quotes  M.  Vattel's  treatise  upon  the  laws 
of  Nations  in  support  of  hb  proposition.  Protesting 
now,  as  1  did  twelve  months  ago,  against  the  authority 
of  M.  Vattel,,  or  any  other  writer  upon  national  law,  to  in- 
terfere in  a  matter  created  and  regulated  by  our  own  pe- 
culiar institutions,  I  insist  that  that  author,  as  quoted  by 
the  gentleman,  fully  sustains  the  existing  order  of  things 
ir.  tbe  United  Stat  es,upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  I 
have  not  tlie  book  before  me,  nor  any  copy  of  the  quota- 
tions, but  M.  Vattel's  proposition,  as  read  to  us,  is,  sub- 
stantially, that  the  possession  and  control  of  the  soil  are  in- 
sepatuble  from  tbe  soverrignty  and  independence  of 
a  nation.    Agreed,  so  &r  aa  this  Kubject  is  concerned. 
That  is  precisely  the  case  of  tbe  United  SUtes,  in  rela- 
tion to  GreatjBritain.  France,  Russia,and  other  wholly  inde- 

ftendent  nations.  If  we  liad  prosecuted  our  revolution  no 
Lirther  than  to  promulgate  tlie  declaration  of  iiidepen* 
dei>ce,  still  leaving  Great  Britain  tbe  control  and  manage- 
ment of  our  soil,  we  should  have  been  in  ttie  situation  con- 
templated by  the  writer.  A  utuation  incompatible  with  our 
national  Independence  j  although  sovereignly  over  a  coun- 
try may  exist  without  tlie  proprietory  rigtit  to  the  soil. 
H.  Vattel's  next  proposition,  quoted  by  the  gentleman, 
is,  that  confederacies  are  compatible  with  independent 

sovereignty,  and  in  confederacies  the  parties  confederate  1 1  am  disposed  to  respect  the  States,  and  the  demand, 
may  make  such  voluntary  arraogementa  upon  the  subject  J  Make  lands  as  cheap  to  settlen  as  you  please.  Adopt 


t>f  their  soil  as  they  please.  That  voluntary  arrangement 
is  made  in  the  federal  constitution  to  which  the  oevr 
Slates  have  become  parties.  True,we  claim  to  be  some- 
what above  the  distracted  and  distracting  state  «f  a  mere 
confederacy.  We  look  down  upon  that,  u  to  ground  to 
which  we  shall  never  against  descend )  but  if  we  were  stilt 
a  mere  confederacy,  tlie  doctrine  of  H.  Vattel  is  conais- 
tant  enough  with  our  existing  arrangemenu  up()p  this  sub- 
ject. There  seems  to  me  to  be  no  subject  upon 
which  there  is  a  more  prevailing  popular  error,  tlian 
that  of  the  sovereignty,  or,  if  you  please,  the  power  of 
the  States  under  our -Federal  Union.  We  republicans 
seem  fonder  of  this  word  'sovereignty,'  than  monarch- 
ists and  imperialists  are  ;  and  we  use  it  without  merc^. 
We  put  in  the  captions  of  our  State  Constitutionv  that 
we  have  esfablisbed  a  "  Free,  Sovereign  and  Indepen- 
dent Republic,"  as  if  we  were  wholly  unconnected  and 
independent  in  proud  and  solitary  seU-existence.  When, 
in  fact,  there  is  no  such  thing,  under  our  Federal  Consti- 
tution, as  such  UDroeasured  and  sounding  phrases  import. 
Each  Government,  State  and  Federal,  lus  a  pordon  of 
the  whole  power  of  the  whole  people,  and  ought  to  be 
content  with  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  portion.  The 
disposal  of  the  National  Domain  was  not  among  the  pow- 
era  to  be  granted  to  tbe  new  States  upon  their  admission  } 
nor  is  an  equid  footing,  in  all  respects  whatever,in  tbe  pow- 
er of  Congress  t»  con^r  upon  them.  Indiana  is  not  equal  to 
Pennsylvania  in  her  population  and  repteiCDtation  in  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives.  The  gentleman  will  tell  me  that 
was  not  contemplated— that  the  same  constitution  that 

{iroWdes  for  the  admission  of  new  States,  also  provides 
or  represisntation  according  to  numbers.   I  admit  the  va- 
lic'ity  of  his  answer.    And  when  I  tell  him  that  the  same 
constitution  which  provides  for  the  admission  of  new  States, 
also  provides  for  the  disposal  of  these  public  lands,  not  by 
the  local  membersf,  but  by^the  Federal  Head  of  tbe  Union, 
why  does  he  not  admit  tbe  validiQr  of  my  answer  i 
Again,  Indiana  is  not  equal  to  Pennsylvania  in  her 
wealth,  taxable  property,  and  available  means  t  and 
in  that  respect  they  are  not  upon  an  equal '  footing. 
The  whole  intention  of  tbe  Federal  Convention,  and 
of  the  Congress  that  talked  about  ttiis  equal  footing,  was 
to  confer  upon  tbe  new  States  all  the  kinds  and  qtiantities 
of  political  power  possessed  by  the  old  States  under  the 
diflerent  regubtiona  of  tbe  Constitution  ;  and  not  all  the 
subjects  upon  which  those  powers  miglit  be  ecserciscd— to 
confer  tbe  same  potential  sovereignty,  leaving  them  ta" 
work  out  their  own  elevation,  as  to  the  subjects  upon 
which  to  exercise  those  poa-ers.    If,  the  laws  of  Indiana 
be  infracted,  she  is  not  oustedof  her  jurisdiction,  because 
the  whole,  instead  of  a  part  of  the  people  composing 
this  great  body  politic,  have  the  property  and  disposal  of 
tbe  ground  on  which  the  infiraction  happened.  Her  powers 
are  as  complete  as  if  the  ground  were  private  property 
belonging  either  to  American  citizens  or  foreign  subjects. 
I  repeat  to  gcnUcmen,  that  all  this  argument  that  tlie 
proprietory  ngbt  of  the  Union  to  lands  in  the  new  States, 
is  incompatible  with  State  sovereignty,  as  contemplated  by 
the  Federal  Convention,  when  pursued  to  its  legitimate 
conclusion,  proyes  too  much^  and  die  reverse  of  what 
they  desire  to  establish.    Tlie  argument  ma^  be  thus  sim- 
plified :  **  State  Sovereignty  cannot  exist  in  these  new 
regions  to  the  West,  until  tbe  national  lands  shall  have 
been  disposed  of ;  those  lands  were  not  disposed  of  when 
Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  i  therefore,  Indiana 
was  prematurely  and  unconstitutionally  admitted,  and 
the  whole  proceeding  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  was 
void  !"   And  thus.  Sir,  with  the  gentleman's  own 'pro* 
positions,  we  most  syllo^stically  get  clear  of  this  do> 
vel  demand  for  all  our  lands,  by  turning  tbe  claimants 
out  of  doors.    But  tliis  is  tlieir  argument  and  not  mine. 
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the  Spanish  pbtn  of  donations,  if  the  public  Interests  re- 
quire or  justify  it ;  but  suppose  the  public  hnds  were 
ceded  absolutely  to  the  States  in  which  the^  lie.  Whose 
imagination  can  paint  'the  scenes  of  confusion  and  rivalry 
that  must  result  from  establishing  ir.  the  West  a  number 
€>f  independent  and  contending  Venders  of  the  public 
lands  }  Bach  State  vould  unmediately  bid  for  the  mi- 
gni6ng  population  of  the  Union.  Tne  Federal  pkn, 
which  has  resulted  in  such  unifcnuuty  and  security  (rf* 
titles  could  not  be  sustained  by  the  Sutes  ]  and  the 
scenes  land-litigation  of  Kentucky  and  Tennesseei 
under  the  defective  land-law's  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, would  be  re-enacted  upon  the  theatre  of  the  WesL 
The  States  holding  the  lands  would  be  drivent  to  aroid 
tivaby,  to  fbrm  some  kind  of  league  or  understanding 
upon  the  subject.  Even  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  while  he  contends  that  the  States  are 
the  owners  of  these  lands,  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  federal 
head  to  settle  their  contests  in  anticipation.  It  provides 
that  the  Sutes  not  undenell  the  United  States  in 
their  Territories — apropomtion  incoimstent  with  their 
absolute  ownerdiip  of  the  /oil  for  which  he  contends.  If 
the  States  own  these  lands.  Congress  has  no  right  to  legis- 
late upon  the  subject. — The  gentleman  cannot  adapt 
his  legislation,  to  his  claims  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
Union.  He  cannot,  for  instance,  confer  upon  the  States  the 
power  <rf  treating  with  the  Indians  fur  their  lands.  Why 
are  we  not  content  with  the  existing  league, or  understand- 
ing, upon  tlKir  subject  expressed  in  the  Constitution,  giv- 
im  the  disposal  of  titif  national  property  to  its  true  owners, 
attthe  people  of  the  Union,  a^  represented  in  Congress  } 
Sir,  2  have  long  thought  that,  if  there  were  no  other 
abject  to  be  attained  but  the  unformity  and  security  of 
land  titles,  the  provision*  of  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
disposal  of  our  national  domain  to  the  General  Government, 
was  a  wise  one.  Tou  are  not  restricted  in  the  manner  of 
disposiiu  :  of  that  domain.  Make  it  as  favorable  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  new  States,  as  our  duties  towards  the  whole 
Union  wiQ  admit,  and  I  will  go  with  you. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  several  objections  which 
are  uiwed  in  common  hy  the  friends  of  the  bill  and  the 
aoKnoment. 

They  tell  us  that  the  sales  of  lands  have  been  slow — 
only  nineteen  millions  of  acres  in  forty  year^  or  rather  in 
thirty  years,  'since  the  present  system  lias  been  in  activ2 
operation;  and  that,  therefore,  our  policy  has  been  a  mis- 
erable mistaken  one,  and  the  prices  of  the  soil  too  high . 
It  is  true,  we  have  sold  but  about  nineteen  millons,  aver- 
aging but  a  fraction  over  the  minimum  price  per  acre  ; 
bot  Siat  proves  very  little  for  or  against  the  present  sys- 
tem, i^hat  is  the  true  reason  of  this  result  f  It  wta  be- 
cause there  were  not  people  enough  in  the  Union  in 
need  of  lands  { nor  money  enough  in  America  to  have 
purchased  up  the  vast  regions  of  wild  lands  which  we 
have  acquired.  The  little  handful  of  human  beings,  scat- 
tered along  the  eastern  coast  of  North  America,  who 
achieved  our  revolution,  and  set  up  for  themselves  on  this 
continent,  could  not  possibly  multiply  and  replenish  the 
earth  rapidly  enough, to  have  needed,insoshortat)me>the 
wt  supply  of  lands  which  we  have  acquired.  Itis  matter 
of  more  surprise  that  they  iiave  done  so  much,  than  that 
they  have  not  done'more.  They  could  not  makr  men  by  law 
or  cover  the  continent  with  people  by  a  single  fiat.  They 
must  have  time  to  do  such  tilings.  They  have  already 
pushed  forward  their  progeny  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
upon  the  West,  and  to  the  Sabine  upon  the  Southwest. 
They  have  extended  their  borders  as  ramdiy  as  the  inter- 
ests of  either  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  whole,  seemed 
to  demand.  The  reason  why  the  sales  have  not  produced 
more,  was,  that  the  vast  supply,  of  about  one  hundred  mil 
lions,  kept  in  market  for  many  years  by  the  Government, 
bemdea  niuneroos  donation^,  and  several  millions  of  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  given  for  both  the  revolutionaiy  and  late 


war,  so  fiu>  exceeded  the  actual  demand  fiir  flie  article 
that  none  would  compete,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent^ 
and  that  mostly  in  the  acqulntion  of  the  cotton  lands  <^ 
Alabama.    The  emigrants  to  the  West  found  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  Abraham  and  Lot  of  old.  The 
n^ole  land  lay  befive  them  i  and  strife  was  unnecessaiy. 
In  the  Kaskaakias  district,  where  the  gentleman  frooi 
niini^  resides,  I  have  nndetstood  that  the  whole  Db. 
trict  became  subject  to  purchase  at  the  minimum  pric^ 
because  none  would  compete  above  that  price.    I  do 
not  object  to  this  ;  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  that  coun- 
try.   I  suggest  these  things  to  show  that  the  small  por- 
tion of  the  common  owners  who  have  gone  to  the 
West,  hare  nd  ^reat  cause  of  complain^  on  that  More. 
Gentlemen  object  further,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  have  come  in  "  driblets.*^   Who  would  have  ex- 
pected them  toliave  taken  any  other  course     It  was  the 
natural  order  of  such  things.    At  the  first  sales  40  years 
ago,  only  a  few  purchasers  were  found,  and  onhr  a  hand- 
ful of  money  was  received.    At  subsequent  penods,  both 
increased,  until  at  length  we  received  a  million  dol- 
lars per  annum  of  voluntary  revenue  from  that  source, 
for  the  support  of  the  Unioni  without  the  excise-officer, 
or  tax  gatherer  entering  any  man's  premises.  Such 
things  must  have  a  beginning  ;  and  all  such  beginnings 
are  usually  small.  So  you  might  step  across  the  mountain 
rivulet,  or  divert  its  course  with  your  foot,  at  its  source  ; 
but,  if  you  will  pursue  its  meanders  into  the  depth  of 
its  valley,  it  expands  into  a  broad  and  magnificent  river. 
Again, we  are  told  by  these  friends  of  refbrm,  or  raUier  of 
revolution  under  the  name  of  reform,  that  our  land  system, 
considered  as  a  source  of  revenue,  is  extravagantly  ex- 
pensive as  well  as  unproductive  ;  and  the  enormous  error 
□as  been  deliberately  propagated  in  the  West,  that  the 
expenses  of  the  surveys  and  sales  have  been  33  .1-3  per 
cent  upon  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  !  If  this  were  tnie, 
it  would  be  good  reason  for  reforming  or  amending  the 
laws  upon  -that  subject ;  but  no  good  good  reason  fur 
abandoning.either  openly  or  covertly,  the  position  assign- 
ed us  by  the  constitution.    But  how  stands  the  ftCt  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject  ?    The  whole  expenses  of  sel- 
ling the  19  mitliona,  heretofore  disposed  of  by  sale,  in- 
cluding all  the  regular  and  incidental  expenses  of  the 
surveys  and  sales  amount  to  8  6.10ths  per  cent,  of  the 
proceeds,  as  appears  by  the  official  reports  lying  before 
us,  and  founded  upon  actual  calculation.    An  expense 
as  cheap,  at  leas',  as  that  of  our  revenue  from  im- 
posts.   They  also  tell  us  that  the  land  system  drains 
off  the  money  from  the  West.    This  objection  has  often 
been  answered.    There  was  no  money  in  the  Western 
wilds  to  be  drained  off,  until  those  wilds  drained  off  the 
men  from  the  elder  States  and  the  money  with  them  in 
their  pockets.    This  objection  does  not  become  men 
professinga  common  interest;  inhibiting  common  country, 
with  the  constitutional  privilege  of  residing  on  whichev- 
er side  of  a  State  line  tliey  please.    If  the  elder  States 
were  disposed  to  be  captious  with  us,  they  might  object 
that  the  younger  ones  drain  off,  not  only  their  money, 
but  tbeir  men,  that  make  the  money,  and  acting  upon 
this  narrow  policy  they  might  have  kept  the  Western- 
lands  out  of  market,  or  the  Western  people  out  of  the 
Union.  Instead  of  that,  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  mure  moder- 
ate friends  of  these  proposed  measures  acknowledge  the 
liberality  and  fostering  favor  of  the  General  Government 
towards  the  new  States. 

The  gentleman  of  llUncis  has  attacked  tiie  Treasury 
Report  of  'this  year,  because  the  Secretary  supposes  the 
ease  with  which  lands  are  acquired  in  ihe  West,  and  the 
vast  quantity  of  tbem  kept  in  marked  of  which  the 
people  of  the  Union  may  pick  and  choose,  operate  as  a 
standing  encouragement  to  agricultural  pursuits  ;  and 
draws  an  inference  from  these  facts,  in  nivor  of  a  cor- 
relative encouragement  of  another  branch  of  national 
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indusuy»  the  great  and  rising  interest  of  domestic  ma- 
irafactures,  in  opposition  to  commercial  dependance 
upon,  (not  commercial  freedom  with,)  foreign  countries. 
The  gentleman's  objection  must  be  to  the  Secretary's 
inference,  and  not  to  the  notorious  fact  that  he  states. 
For  it  is  notoriously  true,  liiat  the  abundance  and  cheap 
ness  of  our  wild  lands  in  market,  do  operate  to  encourage 
ajid  increase  the  agricultural  class  of  the  people  of  these 
States,  as  naturally  as  the  scarcity  and  deamess  of  lands  in 
Kurope,drive  their  people  to  engage  in  other  pursiuts,  and 
find  out  new  branches  of  industry  for  the  support  of  life. 
Tlie  Secretary  might  have  added,  if  he  liad  chosen,  an* 
other  standing  incentive  to  upricultural  pursuit^and  migra- 
tion ,to  the  West.  One  founded  in  the  natuce  of  man  ;  and 
not  to  be  either  impUnted  or  eradicated  by  laws.    I  mean 
the  natural  love  oT liberty  and  free  space  in  the  bosom  of 
nan  ;  or,  if  you  please,  even  his  natural  propensity  tore- 
turn  back  to  the  free  and  wild  state  of  nature.   We  are 
tauglit  that  it  requires  constant  exercise  to  keep  mankind 
up  to  the  sticking  point  of  civilization,  and  that  every  in- 
termisnon  of  the  exertion  produces  a  lapse  from  the  point 
gain^  t  as  it  requires  «  constant  appUeatioo  of  the  oars 
to  drive  the  bark  against  the  itretiD,  while  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  let  nil  the  can,  and  we  float  down  again 
without  an  effort.  As  a  great  general  propoution.  surely 
this  standing  encouragement  to  agricultural  industry  does 
impose  a  dut^  to  extend  a  corresponding  protection  to  the 
mechanical  industry  of  the  country,  unless^  indeed,  we 
are  ptepued  to  ut  down  iu  abject  dependance  upon  the 
supply  of  necessariei  which  foreign  and  rival  nations  may 
to  aJTord  us,  in  war  as  well  aa  in  peace.  Unless  we 
are  content  to  cover  our  country  with  retail  shops  of  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  convert  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens 
into  mere  ^lop  boys,  and  titpe-measurers,  for  Europe  to 
carry  on  a  kind  of  dependant  traffic  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
European  manufacturers  and  exporters,  more  exhausting 
to  our  country  than  forty  public  land  systems  could  be. 
Every  du^  intposed  on  importations  fiom  abroad,  no 
matter  how  moderate  that  duly  may  be,  operates,  un- 
av<^dably,  to  encourage  the  manufacture  erf*  the  same  kind 
of  articles  at  home,  especially  if  our  own  country  produce 
tlie  material  of  such  articles,  whatever  may  have  been  tlie 
motive  of  the  legislator  in  imposing  llie  duty — ^whether 
be  said,  in  his  speech,  or  in  the  preamble  to  his  bill,  that 
itwasfbrrei  " 
all  tariff  men . 

pmnt  in  dispute  among  us  is  the  degree,  the  extent  to 
wUchwe  may  carry  encoursgement,  without  too  much  in- 
jury to  other  great  interests,  without  doing  more  harm  than 
good.  Whether  the  Secretary  w6uld  propose  too  high  a  rste 
of  duUes  on  foreign  articles,  to  attain  the  objectof  a  pro- 
per encouragement  to  home  industry  over  tmvign,  is  an- 
other qaestion,  upon  which  we  may  be  expected  to  differ 
in  opimon,a8  we  do  upon  almost  every  question  of  any  mo- 
ment that  comes  before  iis.  I  am  not  about  to  ramble,  at 
present  into  tlte  tariff  bill  that  may  may  be  proposed 
at  this  session.  To  that  1  will  answer  when  called.  I 
only  wish  to  indicate  that  bill  as  the  true  point  of  attack, 
if  the  gentleman  fhim  Illinois  really  intends  to  overturn 
the  Treasury  Report :  for  the  St-cretaiy  is  invulnerable  in 
his  general  posiuon,  that  the  existing  lavs  and  practice 
respecting  the  public  lands,  do  contain  a  standing  en- 
couragement to  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  United  States. 
And  while  our  Constilution  secures  to  every  citizen  the 
right  ot  free  migration  to,Knd  citizenship  in,tlie  new  States 
in  the  West,  the  deepening  and  widening  currents  of  emi- 
gration cannot  be  stopped  by  any  laws  that  our  National  In- 
dependence ma]  require  for  the  encouragement  of  home 
industry — the  infant  weakness  of  home  industry  against 
•  the  herculean  ntanhood  of  its  European  and  jealous  rival. 
Free  men,  with  such  rights  of  locomotion  ingrsAed  in 
the  Constitution  of  their  social  compact,  unlike  the  letter- 
ed subjects  of  European  Monarchs,  when  pent  up  in  denie 


throngs  in  the  old  States  of  this  Union,  will  as  naturally 
and  as  irrerisUbly  migrate  to  the  new  States  and  Territo- 
ries, as  water  wiU  descend  on  inclined  plane,  or  seek  its 
proper  level.   Nor  is  there  any  disposition  manifested  to 

firevent  them.  Even  now  there  would  be  nodifficul^,!  be- 
ieve,  in  rcdadng  the  price  of  the  pi^Vc  land  if  genSe- 
men  would  be  content  with  a  reasonable  thing,  ibatead 
of  claiming  all,  or  that  which  would  be  wmse  Uma  all. 
The  milituy  bounty  lands  have  been  pressed  into  tbe 
service  of  the  bill  before  the  Senate.    Gentlemen  who 
are  single  owners  of  the  lands  are  offering  hundreds  of 
tracts  of  them  for  any  thing  they  can  get  for  them,  and 
are  underselling  the  government ;  an^  hence,  they  ar- 
gue that  our  system  is  wrong  and  onr  minimum  price  too 
hi^.    Sir,  tbe  history  of  our  mihtary  bounty  lands  in  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  presents  a  high  and  simple  ealt^  up- 
on the  general  results  of  our  public  land  system.  Those 
bounties,  though  granted  from  the  most  patriotic  tnottres, 
have  turned  out,  as  was  predicted  by  some  of  the  most 
experienced  statesmen  of  the  day,  to  be  of  no  service 
to  the  soldiers  who  fought  tbe  battles  of  the  late  wsr. 
They  became  the  subject  of  extensive  ipecuhtion^  and 
have  ftUen,  in  large  and  injurious  qtiantitiea,into  the  hands 
of  those  men  of  prey,  the  land  jobberst  and  now  dt  like 
an  incubus  upon  the  bosom  of  our  States.    Those  prow- 
lers roamed  the  Union  in  search  of  soldiers'  claimsi  and 
why  are  they  now  offering  them  for  any  thing  they  can 
get  for  (hem  ?   One  reason  is,  because  the  protecting 
shield  of  tbe  public  land  system  saved  onr  citizens  from 
tbe  blow  umed  at  them  by  the  speculator^  by  rendetii^ 
it  impKunble  for  large  land-holders  to  make  f(»tunea  by 
resales,  leases,  or  otherwise,  while  the  pubfic  had  so 
much  land  at  such  moderate  prices  lying  aU  around  them. 
Another  reason  u  as,  that  men  doubtea  the  titles  of  the 
speculator-    For  alUiough  the  original  grant  to  the  paten- 
tee was  as  good  as  any,  yet  the  emigrants  fear,  that  in  tbe 
long  chain  of  intermediate  conveyance,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, of  a  speculative  knavery,  between  tlie  patentee 
and  present  holder,  some  rotten  link  may  befouml  to  turn 
them  off  in  their  old  age  to  begin  the  world  anew,  as  to 
often  happened  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.    Ask  the 
plain  Western  farmer  why  he  gave  a  higher  price  to  Go- 
vernment for  liis  quarter  section,  when  one  of  equal  ad- 


,  vantages,  lying  tn  sigb^t  beyond  a  mathemaHcal  line,  on 

revenue  or  fbr  protection.  The  troth  we  are  «  river,  in  the  county  trae^  might  have  been  bought  for 
ten;andwo  are  all  anti-tartff  men.   lliereal  a  fifty  dollar  horse,  or  a  smaller  sum  in  mrniey  ?  Hewill, 

— .  .»._  J  ...  perhaps,  tell  you  that  he  came  from  Kentucky  or  Ten- 

nesee,  because  he  lost  his  land  ;  that  he  has  no  h^her  ob- 
ject in  this  life  than  to  raise  his  ^ily  respecUbly,  and 
leave  them  a  sure  competency  at  his  death,  and  that  he 
has  no  more  faith  in  the  direct  guaranty  of  a  great  and  pow- 
erful nation  both  able  and  willing  to  secure  him  in  his 
purchase,  than  he  has  in  the  itinerant  speculators  in  mili- 
tary boun^  lands.  And  in  so  saying  be  would  express 
a  higher  encomium  upon  the  nnidom  of  the  venerable 
founders  of  our  public  land  system,  than  all  the  Con- 
gressional speeches  ever  made  about  it;  especially  if  he 
sliauld  iuld,as  such  men  often  do,  tliat  he  is  "a  law  biding 
man,"  and  perfectly  willing  to  contribute  his  share  of  the 
moderate  revenue  raised  from  public  lands  and  forngn 
commerce,  rather  than  come  to  Arect  taxes.  A  tliivd 
reason  fbr  this  result  of  underselling  Government  hu 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  The 
speculators  in  bounty  tands,1uving  failed  in  their  object 
of  making  fortunes  by  resales  to  the  cultivators,  find  tb«Q- 
selves  prustrated  under  the  operation  of  State  direct  tax- 
ation. Every  year  a  tract  must  be  sold  if  tliey  can  find 
purchasers,  to  definy  the  taxes  upon  the  rendae.  They 
are  in  the  situation  of  some  gentlemen  the  South,  who, 
having' the  misfortune  to  own  many  slaves,  are  compel- 
led to  sell  one  every  year  to  pay  for  the  food,  raiment  and 
taxcaof  the  remainderof  the  gang.  Their  offers  to  an- 
denellthe  Government  is  but  another  form  of  acknov- 
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led|riiv  the  grtwA  and  happy  truth,  that  lar^e  Undhold 
en  ID  the  United  States  eaiyiot  succeed  in  that  mode  of 
•ubjugating  man  to  man,  so  long  as  the  whole  people 
ywn,  aa  around  Jbem,  audi  Tast  quantities,  within  the 
fP»  of  ereiy  industrioot  man,  upon  sueh  reaaonable 
•WM.  Mr.  Burke's  speedi  in  fcvor  of  the  sale  of  tbe 
Crown  lands  in  England  has  been  quoted  in  support  of 
Ais  bill,  tt  is  no  small  tribute  of  praise  to  our  young 
KepubKc,  that  we  are  doing  with  our  pobfic  lands  pre- 
^■My  what  Mr.  Burke  admed  should  be  done  with  the 
CrovQ  kodt  of  England ;  selUng  them  out»  without  en- 
nmf^iog  itreniKms  competition  among  our  citizens : 
twowiny  then  jnto  the  gencnl  chcalation  of  priTate  pro- 
perHr,  instead  of  holding  them  up,and  leasing  them  ojtas 
landlords  to  our  own  citizens  as  tenants,  as-was  once  done 
withtheCrownlandsinEngUmd.  I  will  not  insult  the  com- 
iiio«  aeoae  of  my  constituents,  by  attempting  to  show 
them  the  wide  distinction  there  is  between  our  public 
tends,  belon^ng  to  the  people  tliemselrei^and  tiie  Crown 
landa  of  En^and.  belonging  to  the  King.  Kor  will  I  at- 
tempt to  show  them  the  applicability  of  Mr.  Burke's 
speech  f«r  seUingthos*  Crorn  landsjto  the  wholly  dissimi- 
lar subject  of  our  public  tends:  for  I  confess  1  sm  not  able 
to  perceire  that  mysslf.  The  United  Ststes  have  been 
doin^,  from  the  beginning,  with  our  public  iandSj  what 
Ur.  Burke  recommended' at  a  late  day,  of  the  Crown 
lands  of  England.  Our  much  abuaed  public  Und  system 
holds  an  impenetrable  segis  over  the  young  agriculturist, 
conMoenoing  life  without  fortune  or  pflronage.  Hence, 
we  see  tJiat  portion  of  society  who  live  by  tlieir  wils,  and 
prey  upon  their  species,  most  active  in  every  effort  to 
protttate  that  system,  because, while  it  lasts,  their  •*  occu- 
pation's gone." 

I  now  submit  my  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  or*^- 
nal  bill,  and,  in  ^u  of  it— 

1.  Toreduce  the  price  of  all  lands  to  one  dollar  par 
acre,  after  the  4th  July  next ;  and 

3.  To  allow  any  person  to  take  a  quarter  section,  after 
it  shall  have  been  in  market  for  five  years  t  and  by  ift. 
halting  and  cultivating  it  for  five  sueceiitv*  yean,  to 
entitle  himself  to  a  patent. 

i  wni  vote  fiir  this,  or  for  any  other  projret  that  nay 
be  submitted,  calculated  to  increaae  the  number  of  free* 
hold  cultivators  of  the  ground,  upon  such  tenrts  as  will 

K^ent  injurious  spectuations,  and  landed  aristocracies  t 
t,  with  mv  opinions  of  the  operation  <rf  this  bill,  as  it 
now  stands,!  cannot  vote  foe  h.  I  deem  it  a  serious  ob- 
alade  tu  moreteasonable  and  practicable  pUns  of  amend- 
ment and  belieTe,  that,  1^  gratping  at  too  nneb,  we 
Anil  Acme  nothing  beneflddftotiie  new  Statea. 

Mr.  KANE  Hud  :  The  deep  interest  which  this  propo- 
ii6«n  has  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  lAintrii, 
expressed,  as  it  has  been,  through  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  in  the  form  of  instructions  to  their  Bepresentatives 
on  ttua  floor,  must  fiimisb  an  apology  for  the  part  I  take 
in  this  debate.  Difficult  as  may  be  the  undertaking,  1 
will  endekvor  to  confine  myself  to  such  eoraidentions  as 
have  not  been  urged  by  gentlemen  who  have  already  dis- 
cussed, and  almost  exhausted  the  argumenL  Of  such 
consequence  has  the  measure  been  considered,  as  to  have 
engaged  the  earnest  attentionof  the  Legislatures  of  three 
States  of  this  Union,  who  concur  in  approving  the  pre- 
cise plan  before  yon,  and  who  Jook  to  its  adoption  with 
all  the  anxie^^  which  the  prospects  of  future  advance, 
ment  in  popdlation,  and  in  the  comforts  of  life,  can  excite. 
Those  of  us,  therefore,  who  advocate  tlie  passage  of  ^he 
bill,  will  not,  I  trust,  be  charged  with  an  altempt.rashly 
to  overturn  the  present  B>-stem  of  selling  the  public  landa 
without  suffitaent  warrant.  Tf  we  err,  our  error  wUl  be 
teferred  to  an  honest  denre  futhfully  to  discharge  a  duty 
of  obedience  to  the  sovereign  vill  of  bur  coostitnents,  in 
a  raattw  about  whidi  we  agree  with  them  moat  heartily 
ino|nnion. 

T«.  IVv-SS 


Under  ciMamstaneea  produced  by  a  document  upon  the 
table,  afld  to  which  I  shall  call  your  more  especial  atten- 
tion hereafter,  it  will  not  be  improper,  before  entering 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  particiiUr  subject  before 
the  Senate,  to  take  a  rapid  review  of  the  acts  of  this  Go- 
vernment which  have  tended  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  new  SUtea,  and  thereby  to  show  that 
no  "  bounties  have  been  awarded  in  ftvor  of  their  agri- 
cultural  pursuits,  and  that  no  gratuitous  efforts  have  been 
made  to  increase  their  wealUi  or  their  numbers.  Besides, 
•uggestions,  un&vorsble  to  the  modesty  of  the  Repn:- 
•Nitatives  of  the  new  States,  have  been  made  in  more 
than  one  place,  while  pressing  so  frequently  upon  the 
attention  tf  Congress^  nbjeets  connected  with,  and  grow- 
mg  out  of,  the  land  t^stem  of  the  United  States.  Such, 
as  that  we  are  unreasonable  in  our  requests  s  tliat  favors 
have  been  dispensed  to  our  constituents  with  a  liberal 
band;  that  we  are  never  to  be  satisfied  ;  and  tl»at  one 
benefit  cortferred,  operates  only  as  ah  inducement  to 
fredi  demands.  It  is  time,  sir,  that  the  truth  sliould  be 
more  generally  understood.  It  ia  eiipecially  nicessary 
that  it  should  be  so  fiv  unaerstood*  as  tiiat  this  bill  may 
tfot  be  prejudiced  by  false  impressions.  The  care  of  this 
iGovemment  over  the  multiplied  interests  of  this  extend- 
ed empire,  is  witnessed  in  the  general  and  httppy  resulu 
which  have  ensued^  The  claims  of  a  people  who  deSbrv- 
ed  something  for  tlie  enterprise  with, which  they  have  ex- 

I>lored  ypur  extensive  regions  of  wilderness,  and  dcve- 
oped  Its  resources,  who  expended  their  toil  and  blood  In 
the  defcFice  of  your  ffrontiere,  have  not  l>een  overiooked. 

As  early  as  March,  1791,  to  such  as  sen'ed  during  the 
early  periods  of  our  history  in  the  militia,  you  have  given 
100  acres  of  land  a  piece  :  lo  such  as  cultivated  and  im- 
proved your  soil  within  reach  of  tlie"  tomahawk,  SHtround- 
ed  by  numerous  arid  hostile  savages,  you  have  given  400 
acres  each  ;  and  to  the  head  of  everv  family  a  like  quan- 
tity. The  gross  thus  given  wassmall,  because  the  people 
of  that  description  were  few  in  number.  It  furnislied  to 
them  a-slendcr  remuneration  for  services  which,  though 
voluntarily  rendered,  were  not  the  less  pacriotic  and  use- 
fid  to  the  State.  At  a  later  period  you  have  given  to  the 
people  of  the  new  Sutes  the  right  oT  prefbrence  in  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  they  had  improvediattwo  doUanper 
acre,  leaving  to  them  what  you  cuuld  not  in  consdence 
take,  the  value  of  their  labor.  Who  will  urge  that  these 
acta  were  in  the  nature  of  bounties,  in  fiivor  of  the  growth 
tStd  vealth  of  the  new  States^  Bounties  are  usually  offered 
to  encourage  migration,  but  these  have  not  induced  mi> 
gnrtions  thidier,  because  the  petsons  interested  were  al* 
ready  there. 

Hanv  hws  have  been  passed  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands,  in  which  the  Representatives  from  Sutes  in  which 
thoae  lands  were  ntoated  have  taken  an  active  andefBcicAt 
pirt.  It  was  but  natural  that  they  should.  But  whilst  it  is 
adoutled  that  so  )ai]ge  and  interesting  a  portion  of  national 
property  has  received  the  repeated  attention  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  denied  lliat  the  people  of  the  new  States  have, 
in  a  siiigle  instance,  received  from  tiie  Federal  authorities 
any  thing  in  the  nature  of  a  mere  gratuity,  unaccompani- 
ed by  a  correspanding  national  benefit  Ifgrantshave 
been  made-foe  -schools,  fealt  works,  or  seats  <^  State  Go- 
vernment, the  inducement  was  found  in  advantageous 
equivalents,  secured  by  compact  with  the  Territorial 
Conv(;Qti«w,  and  in  the  certain  tendency  of  tiie  measures 
pursued,  to  expedite  the  sale  of  other  lands,  and  at  en- 
hanced prices,  Ce&rions  for  canals  have  been  made,  but  in 
such  a  manner  as  reseiwed  to  the  nation  altemi^c  sections, 
thereby  giving  to  the  half  a  greater  value  dian  the  whole 
would  otherwise  have  poaseised.  When  you  have  enact- 
ed liws  to  relieve  from  their  ruinous  bargains  the  pur. 
chasers  of  public  Unds,  you  hare  taken  care  to  get  back 
your  own,  or  obtain  ajuat  price  for  that  J'ou  parted  fVom. 
'ltistnie,yott^itotexMttheiriittmeaauxttortbe  coa< 
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triet,  but  you  receired  as  much  aa  the  principle*  of  na- 
tural  justice  would  Mnction,  ftnd  quite  u  much  M  your 
land  was  worth  without  improvement. 

I  wiali  not  to  be  underatuod  as  asserting  that  these  se- 
veral laws  have  had  any  other  tlian  a  happy  and  soothing 
influence  upon  tlie  minds  vnd  condition  of  the  people  to 
whom  they  applied.  Hy  <Mily  object  is  to  disencumber 
this  bill  from  llie  prejudice  which  ta  ao  liable  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  so  oHen  repeated  declMrations.  that  an  un- 
due share  of  fiivor  has  been  awarded  to  the  new  Statca. 
I'o  consider  the  acta  referred  to  in  the  light  of  gratuitiea 
aimply,  would  be  to  ehai^  upon  Congress  direct  partial- 
ity m  legislation,  in  givinf;  to  the  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many — a  courae  of  conduct  whdiy  inconsistent  with 
the  duty  of  a  body  selected  for  the  protection  of  the 
equal  righta  of  all,  and  in  manifest  Tiolation  of  the  Con- 
■titution , 

Without  talcing  up  your  time  fiirtbcr  upon  matters  not 
strictly  relevant  to  the  important  question  before  the 
Senate,  I  will  now  proceed  tn  by  before  you  a  statement 
of  facta  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  publie  land^  from 
which  I  think  it  must  appear  that  the  present  syatrm  has 
been,  and  if  persevered  in  -must  continue  to  be*  a  lonng 
one,  considered  as  ajneasure  of  revenue.  During  the 
whole  continuance  of  the  present  plan,  under  all  iia  mo- 
dificationn,  comprising  a  period  of  thirty  ycar^  out  of 
nearly  139  miUtunii  of  acres  of  surveyed  lands,  you  have 
sold  19  millions  lor  40  millions  of  dollarat  of  which  SI  mil- 
liont  have  beei)  paid  in  cash  1  the  remainder  bong  aub* 
ject  to  liqutdatiott  under  the  reriTal  and  continuance  of 
the  relief  laws.  We  are  Ifdd  by  the  President  in  his  last 
annual  message,  that  a  sum  litille  ilhott  of  33  millions  has 
been  paid  from  the  common  treasuiy  for  that  portion  of 
the  public  lands  which  had  been  purchased  from  France 
and  Spain,  and  for  the  extinction  of  the  aboriginal  titles. 
This  sum  is  made  up  of  the  purcbaie  money  or  Louiitana! 
money  paid  the  Stale  of  Geor^  and  Yazoo  scrip  t  money 
paid  on  account  of  Indian  cessionat  for  surveying,  and  ex- 
penses incidental  to  the  sale  of  the  19  millions  of  acres. 
In  Ibis  long  pericxl  of  years,  then,  you  have  not  paid  into 
the  Treauiiy  frum  the  public  lands  the  amoant  of  their 
cost  by  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars.  You  hare  a  large 
remaining  capital  which  ought  to  be  so  di^xwed  of  as  at 
least  to  reimburse  the  principaltand  pay  anmterent  upon 
the  money  advanced.  SO  millions  of  purohase  mo- 
ney thia  Gf>ven>ment  borrowed,,  by  selling  stocks  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and  six  per  cent  per  annum. 
Sir,  tlie  interest  upon  the  sum  paid  for  Louiwana  aince 
1803,  exceeds  the  principal.  Charging  the  publie  landa 
with  343,000  dollars  of  Indian  anmiiliesb  most  of  which 
are  perpetual,  your  yearly  net  recdpta  on  account  of 
land  sales,  wbiai  may  he  eatimirted  at  one  million  of  flol- 
lan,  do  not  pay  Uw  interest  Upon  the  purcbase  money  of 
Louisiana  alone. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bximm]  on  a  former 
occasion,  ahowed  you  that  the  public  lands  were  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debt,  and  that,  so  lar,  they 
bad  paid  lesa  than  the  interest  of  that  debt    But,  «r,  the 

ftreaent  system  by  which  sales  are  regulated,  will  appear 
nflnitely  more  vicious  when  we  come  to  untlerstand  that 
it  has  not  made  good  the  principal  of  the  debt  created  on 
account  of  landa  alone,  that  more  than  twenty  years  in- 
terest upon  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  paid  for  tbem  is 
now  duc^  and  that  the  yearly  sum  now  received  upon 
■•let  does  not  equal  Mie  yeariy  interest  The  publie  lands 
•re  now  a  charge  upon  ihe  publie  revcMue  1  and  without 
a  radical  cliange— such  a  change  as  shall  eqicdite  aalea— 
will  continue  to  be  so  to  the  end  of  time.  Although,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  President,  "  The  acquisitioa  of 
tbem  made  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  Uaions  not  only 
in  trcasuret  but  in  blood,  maHcs  a  right  of  pioperty  in 
them  cqnilix  •xtenire.'*  Ye^  sir,  l  am  not  wy&nf  that 
ngrcoMtitHMMiAottldbMrapastlonornbiiitiMabtboagh 


it  be  in  common  vrith  othen^  to  aurtain  a  qrrtem  so  prm 
fitleas  hi  a  national  point  of  view,  and  so  immediately  in* 
juriuua  to  their  owu  growth  and  happiness. 

Is  it  ptMsible,  Mr.  President,  tliat  this  it  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  subject  t  I  have  spoken  of  fuels— o*  facU  diacJoaed 
and  verified  by  printed  documents  upon  your  table—and 
do  theae  not  justify  the  asserUon,  that  jhe  public  land^ 
aa  a  source  of  revenue  merely,  have  thus  for  proved  wane 
than  Bottling  ?  Amongst  these  documents^  there  ia  one 
which  it  would  be  uncaiidid  in  roe  not  to  notice.  It  come* 
from  an  officer  who  has  received  from  this  Government 
repeated  proo&  of  confidence  and  rrgard.  The  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  in  remarking  upon  the  existing  sjrstem 
of  selling  off  (he  territorial  <lomain  of  the  Union,  aaya, 
"Tbc  qrstem  i»  interwoven  beneficially  with  the  higheat 
**  interesto  and  destiny  of  the  nttioni**  that  *'  it  reaU  upon 
*'  foundations  both  of  imnciples  and  practice  deep  and 
**  immovable,  foundations  not  to  be  uprooted  or  shaken.** 
Surely  this  distinguished  statramaii,  while  using  thia 
stron;;  and  beautiful  language,  lost  sight  of  the  Fcd««l 
revenue,  with  the  mwugcmeiu  of  which  he  is  particular- 
ly charged.  Sir,  lie  goes  further.  In  the  very  same  do- 
cument containing  this  high  euli>giiim  of  our  present  land 
system,  he  •*  summon:*"  our  *'  gmvcst  attention"  "  to  the 
consideratlonof  correlative  duties  which  the  existenca  of 
such  a  system  in  the  lieart  of  tlie  Siate  imiiose^."  And 
what  are  these  "correlative  duties  t"  the  giving  of  addi- 
tional bountiea  upon  manufacture^  one  efttrct  of  which 
befleclareswillbe  **  te  lessen,  and  usefully  lessen,"  the 
**  absorbing  force**  of  tliis  vety  system,  so  beneficially  in- 
terwoven **  with  the  highest  interests  and  destiny  uf  the 
nation."  The  amount  of  all  litis  1  understand  to  be,  Mr. 
Preuden'.,  that  the  present  mode  of  selling  the  lands  ia 
not  to  be  changed  by  a  repealing  or  amendatoi^'  law,  but 
laws  are  to  be  passed  upon  other  subjects  which  shall  ae* 
cure  the  caployment  of  more  of  the  surplus  l»bor  of  the 
Northeastern  and  middle  Statea  at  home,  and  extinglliU^ 
so  far  as  may  be,  the  motives  for  Ihe  purchase  awl  culti- 
vation of  yoursdl :  nonund  employed  in  a  close.  acruUnjr 
of  thia  report  can  escape  these  conclusions.  Whilst  then 
we,  who  advocate  this  bill,  assert  and  prove,  that,  under 
existing  regulatioo%  the  nation  has  lust,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  loK,  money  upon  its  lands,  tlte  Sircretaty  of  the 
Treasury  proposes^  with  a  view  of  Utaining  other  than  rr* 
venue  objects,  to  check  the  sales  and  dimiiuah  the  re- 
ceipts of  money  from  iliat  source.  * 

'I'hia  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  questicn, 
whether  the  Federal  Government  can  rightfuUy  and  con- 
stitutionally ado)>t  any  course,  with  regurd  to  its  laikds  in 
any  of  the  States,  which  shall  not  be  strictly  confined  to 
the  purposes  of  revenue.  1  am  not,  sir,  about  g«4ng  over 
the  gro<ind  so  often  oocapied  by  others,  by  insisting  that 
Uie  holding  of  lands  hy  the  Federal  atithonties,  withui  the 
bosom  of  the  new  States,  ia  in  violation  of  (heir  sove- 
reignty, impairing  that  *'  equal  looting  in  all  re^>ecta 
whatever,"  secured  to  them  by  the  tetnis  of  tlieir  admi» 
uon  into  the  Union.  Whatever  consideratioa  such  argu- 
ments may  be  entitled  to,  it  is  neither  my  duly  nor  iuchn- 
atioo  here  to  repeat  them.  My  positions  aie,  that  the 
public  lands  are  to  be  converted  into  public  revenue, 
either  by  sales  ftv  money,  or  by  sucli  donations  to  actual 
cultivators  as  shall  increase  the  class  of  consumen  of  ar> 
liclea  paying  a  duty  into  the  Treasury,  or  by  such  dona- 
Uona  of  parts  aa  shall  fooiliute  thettdesofthe  remainder  t 
and  that  ati;|r  other  mode  of  disposition,  or  any  delay  in 
the  di^osition  of  tbem,  not  essential  fix  revenue,  ia  a 
breach  of  solemn  compacts  1  u  contRuy  to  the  evident 
intention  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  a-high  viwiatiun  of 
the  political  rights  of  tlie  Sutes. 

Sir,  the  cession  acts  of  Virginia  and  df  Georgia,  the  trea- 
xy  with  Fnatx  for  Louisiana,  and  with  Spain  for  Floridau 
all  coMempbte  the  admission  of  tbo  ceded  tciTitsries  aM 
tfadrinhiblftntt  into  tb*  Uolai^  with  Ibc  fan  benefit  «r 
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[SENATE. 


»R  the  provisions  and  principles  of  the  FeilenI  Coiutitu- 
tkm,  mnd  with  the  same  pririlegfes  of  »elf-gi)veniment  as 
the  then  existms  States  (  e*ch  of  these  instramenu  con- 
laSm  a  solemn  pletl^  to  that  effecL    However  void  of 
equality  may  be  the  condition  of  tlie  new  SUtei  compare 
ed  with  the  old,  as  to  the  rirlits  of  dominion  over  the  soil, 
and  of  taxation,  we  mtist  alTa^ree  that  their  political  ao- 
Tcrei^ty  uught  to  be,  within  their  respective  limits, 
equally  indspendent  of  the  Pedenl  Government.  Each 
vighl  to  have  the  same  right  to  extend  its  wealth,  in- 
crease it«  number^  and  provide  for  the  happiness  of  its 
otiwna^  that  other  States  posseas.    Over  none  ought  the 
Federal  Government  to  have  the  power  to  enlarge  and  di- 
aiinish,  at  pleasure,  the  nteans  of  advancement  and  pros- 
perity.   Sir,  for  tlie  sake  of  the  argnmeiit.  I  will  admit 
lh«t  the  nattnnal  revenue  was  a  matter  of  such  great  mo- 
ment  as  necesaarilj^  lo  subject  the  new  States  containing 
Mtioiial  IsimIs  to  the  condition  of  inequality,  resulting 
Am  a  continuation     the  ownership  until  lbs  landi  could 
be  **  disposed  rf"  for  the  benefit  of  the  mtifmal  Trea- 
sury.   But  it  is  a  breach  of  all  fiiith,  a  violation  of  all  the 
principles  of  these  compacts,  a  vioUlion  of  treaties  and  of 
the  Constitutioii  itself,  to  coiuintie  titis  con<Ution  of  in- 
equab'ty  for  any  other  purpose,  or  for  any  longer  time, 
than  is  indispensable  tn  a  judicious  disposition  of  them. 
Out  of  nearljr  two  hundred  and  sixty  millifHis  of  acres,  to 
*bich  (be  Iri^ao  title  is  estinguislied,  you  liave-"dispos. 
edo^>*ia  the  course  of  thirty  years,  about  nineteen  mil- 
Gomwaiid  in  the  meantime  biiiught  your  Treasury  further 
in  dAt.    And  what  is  now  the  language  of  men  at  tite 
bead  of  affairs  t  The  system  is  immovable.    It  has  ope- 
nled  aa  a  legislative  bounty  upon  agriculture  i  and  means 
ate  devised  to  cheek  the  openiion  ot  the  system,  poor 
aa  it  i%  becatiae  the  new  Sutea^  if  left  to  cultivate  the 
■dTsntagea  which  Gml  and  nature  have  provided  for 
tiiem,  Will  drain  off*  the  Mirpltis  population  of  the  old 
SUiea.  and  tJiereby  prevent  those  States  from  becoming 
Bunbeturen,  and  incre-asiRg  their  capital. 

Is  there  much  difference  between  stopping  the  sale  of 
hadft  at  once,  by  a  direa  act,  and  adopting  measures 
wider  the  idea  of  correlative  duties  nrofessedly  for  tlie 
porpoee  of  disconra;^ng  their  cultivation  and  settlement. 
1  sn  not  now  addressing  to  the  Senate  any  objeciioiia  to 
tbe  projected  UrifT,  but  I  wish  distinctly  to  be  untier. 
flood  as  protesting  against  the  power  of  tliis  Government 
M  to  use  the  soil  within  the  new  SUtes,  as  to  check  the 
mth  of  tt»os«!  States  through  natural  avenues  to  wealth 
aad  conaequence-  If  Prondenee  haa  assigned  to  them  a 
better  soil,  a  milder  climate,  or  auperior  advanUgea  of 
say  sor^  baa  the  Conatitation  conferred  upon  you  the 
power,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  control  the  prt^pvM  of 
nigntion  thith«-,  by  withholding  lands  from  market,  un- 
\rm  the  state  of  the  national  exchequer  manilesdy,  wgent- 
ly,  and  umleoiaWy  requires  it-Ca  sUte  of  thmga  which 
can  never  bappem)  or  do  you  hold  the  right  of  coiiferrmg 
baanliea  upon  the  inhabitants  of  other  States  and  countries 
kMbcncliciany  endowed  by  the  Creator,  lo  induce  them 
to  Ure  them  to  remain  at  home  '  If  additional  daUes  are 
aecwHy  for  the  protection  of  the  manufacturing  indus- 
tiy  of  ttte  iwtwn,  that  is  one  thing,  and  I  have  now  notlimg 
to  do  with  Uiat  matter.  But  if  no  oUier  reason  exists  for 
seek  a  measure  than  the  supposed  expediency  of  confiu* 
BC  the  population  of  the  country  to  the  repon  east  of 
^   -  lellyand  unconstitutionally  if 

you  attempt  the  measure.    The  natural  checks  to  emi 


nw  me  popujauvii  w  \m  — - 

die  Albrcbany,  you  act  cruelly  and  unconstitutionally  il 
nu  attempt  the  measure.  The  natural  checks  to  emi- 
miion  in  aU  countries  are  of  the  most  powerful  kiiid. 
They  are  wound  in  close  and  intricate  folds  around  the 
buawi  heart."  Attachment  to  our  native  soil  yields  in 
strength  and  in  ardor  only  to  the  love  of  kindred,  connec- 
teni,  and  friends.  Tl»e  idea  of  distant  emigration  u  a^ 
«m  acGompwded  with  the  apprehension  of  expense,  and 
with  fcaia  aniiiwr  ftom  the  uncertainty  ol  comfort,  bttkb, 
Md«d&re,iaak»daf  viffuieen.  So  prrciAdV  hm 


audi  eonsideralions  operated  in  all  old  countries,  as  to 
have  retained  in  them,  under  a  thimsand  evils,  a  popula- 
tion rather  redundant  than  deficient.    People  submit  to 
want,  and  even  to  the  extremes  of  poverty,  rather  than 
break  ties  so  interesting,  or  run  hasardi^  imaginary  if  you 
chooaeto  call  them,  so  replete  with  uncertainty  and  dan> 
ger.    May  I  be  permitted  to  bring  to  my  aid,  in  pider  to 
quell  the  apprehensions  of  the  old  States,  ti:e  opinions  of 
a  justly  celebrated  writer — a  writer  whom  you  are  in  the 
constant  habit  of  consulting  whenever  questions  of  polili* 
cal  economy  are  presented?  The  celebrated  Malttius  de- 
clare^ *'  there  are  no  fears  so  totally  il|.grounded  as  the 
**  fears  of  depopulation  frtun  emigration.  The  eiainerilte 
*'  of  the  people  in  general,  and  their  attachment  to  their 
*'  homes,  are  qualities  so  strong  and  general,  tliat  we 
*'  may  rest  assured  Lliat  they  will  nut  emigrate  unless, 
"  from  political  ^scontents  or  extreme  poverty,  they  are 
*'  in  such  a  atate  as  will  make  it  as  much  for  the  aavan* 
'<  tage  of  their  country,  as  of  themaelves  that  thry  sliould 
"  go  out  of  it."   This  language  was  applied  to  the  state 
of  things  in  the  old  world,  and  is  not  completely  applies- 
ble  to  emigrations  from  one  State  of  the  Union  to  ano- 
ther.   But  it  is  so  &r  applicable,  that  no  one  leaves  the 
Kast  for  the  West,  except  with  a  view  to  provide  addition- 
al comforts  for  himself  ur  his  progeny.    Is  it  not  unkind, 
then,  to  rrttrain  them  *  They  consist  of  your  brothers, 
your  sons^  uid  near  connections.   They  carry  with  them 
the  recollections  of  their  in&ncy,  still  fondly  cherishing 
the  remembrances  of  tlieir  native  homes.    Insttad  of  act- 
ing the  part  of  the  prodigal  son,  I  will  inform  the  Senator 
ftom  North  Carolina,  that  tkey  ask  you,  conformably  to 
your  duty,  and  in  the  exercise  of  your  clear  constitutional 
authority,  to  pat  it  into  their  power,  by  thickening  popu- 
latiun  around  lh«n,  to  aiiatain  schools  and  educate  your 
progeny,  that  if  ever  (which  God  forbid)  tlie  imbecility 
of  okl  age  shall  overtake  you,  these,  your  ahildren— your 
second  selves — may  know  how  to  value,  yes,  sir,  and 
how  to  defend  your  instituUons.   They  ask  ^ou  to  give 
them  streiigtli  that  they  may  rush  to  your  assistance  when 
danger  shall  threaten  you,  and  surround  you  with  that 
best  fortification— the  breasU  of  grateful  and  devoted 
freemen.    Will  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
BaAxcaj  insist  upon  stopping  up  every  avenue  to  such 
reaulls,  and  by  adopting  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doom  tlie  youth  and  vigor  of  the  couniry  to  a 
SUte  of  dependence  upon  a  maiiufacluiing  ariitocracy  J 
Sir,  aome  of  our  best  citizens  have  removed  from  North 
Carolina.   Why  did  they  do  so  >  Because  their  [inispects 
at  home  were  gloomy.    Indeed,  we  have  been  infbrmed 
by  a  vcnenble  Senator  from  that  State,  whose  name  is 
afwaj-s  pronounced  by  his  countrymen  in  that  distant  r^ 
gion  with  all  the  pride  and  affection  which  his  long  and 
eminent  public  services  entitle  him  tOt  that  tiAies  were 
never  so  liard  there  as  the  present.    Stop  up  the  road  to 
Western  emigration,  and  where  will  your  poor  find  em- 
ployment ^  In  manufiictories.   In  tliose  vory  establish- 
ments,  the  further  protection  of  which  you  pronounce 
to  be  your  ruin.    What  stuU  I  say  of  the  unconstitution- 
alily  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govemraent 
thus  to  wield  the  destiny  of  independent  States  t  In  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  do  you  find  such  terrible  authori- 
ty f   lo  the  power  to  admit  new  Sutes  into  the  Union 
"  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever,"  or  in  your  right  "  to  dispose  of"  the 
territory  and  other  pnmerty  of  the  United  States  ? 

If,  Mr.  President,  I  have  succeeded  in  establiibmg  the 
position^  that  the  contrcrf  of  thn  Government  over  the 
public  landa  in  the  MTcral  States  is  limited  exclusively 
to  objecu  of  rereniw,  and  that  the  present  sj'stem  has 
failed  to  answer  any  such  purpose,  the  inquiry  is  not 
whether  any  change  shall  be  made,  but  what  change  ? 
what  amendinenU  are  bett  calculated  so  to  "dupose  of 
thcM  iMdii  u  to  SMka  thm  mnilablc  to  the  pubho 
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Treasury  .*  The  obli^t'ion  of  such  kn  amendment  is  en- 
joined, not  only  by  the  conaidertttiona  I  have  urged,  but 
the  pledge  given  so  early  as  1790v  to  the  public  cre- 
ditors, to  appropriate  the  proeeeda  of  the  tales  of  landa 
iin  the  Western  Territory,  then  belonging,  or  such  as 
might  thereafter  bVlong,  to  the  United  States,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  debts,  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United 
States  were  holden.  There  appear  to  be  but  two  gene* 
ral  modes  of  disposition  in  your  power  to  adopt,  in  order 
to  comply  with  these  high  obligations. 

-  1st.  Sales  for-  money,  at  such  pttties  and  upon  such 
terms  as  will  raise  the  largest  sums  within  a  reason^le  pe- 
riod of  time,  without  a  wanton  saCTifice  of  public  property. 
^  3d.  A  system  of  donations,  upon  conations  of  culiiva- 
tion  and  improvement,  by.  which  the  poorer  class  of 
_  cHizeiis  shall  become  more  substantial  members  of  the 
community,  and  be  thereby  enabled  to  contribute  more 
•bundanOy  to  the  iriStrect  rBvemie  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. ' 

To  titber  plan,  ifseparalely  pursued  as  an  entire  system, 
many  great  and  unanswerable  objections  present  them- 
■elvea.  It  is  only  from  a  combination  of  the  excellencies 
of  both,  that  a  plan  may  be  extracted  which  it  will  be 
safe  and  wise  to  adopt. 

It  appears  to  me,  Ur.  Prendent,  tliat  the  bill  before 
you  discluses  the  principles  oF  such  a  combination  not  suf- 
ficientiy  guarded,  perhaps,  in  all  its  deiaiK'biit  exhibiting 
the  foundations  of  a  system  upon  which  it  wilt  be  botn 
prudent  and  prpfiiable  to  commence  the  work  of  refoma- 
tion.  I  wiB  not  detain  tiife  Senate,  by  repeating  what 
has  been  siud  so  often  by  others ;  every  particular 
provision,  its  object  and  tendency,  have  b^ecn  discussed, 
nnd  are  well  understood.  My  attention  w'tll  be  directed 
to  the  objections  which  have  been  "urged  against  the 

Elan,  in  the  hope  that,  by  yielding  my  assent  to  such  as 
ave  force,  we  may  all  be  brought  to  agree  in  such  amend- 
ments as  will  make  its  great  and  leadmg  features  accept- 
able to  all.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Cum- 
tnittee  of  Public  Lands,  whose  opinions  are  always  listen- 
ed to  in  this  body  with  much  respect  and  attention,  that 
•*  the  plan  of  graduating  the  price  by  the  quality  of  the 
public  lands,  however  desirable  in  itself,  is  now  impracti- 
cable, ifit  ever  were  so  that  "  the  procession  has  gone 
by."  Ilia  idea  appears  to  be,  that  the  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing tite  quality  *•  should  have  been  infused  into  the  sys- 
tem, some  thirty  years  ago,  at  its  commencement."  That 
the  modas  of  ascertaining  tlie  different  rates  of  the  lands 
should  have  been  prescribed  '*  at  the  time  of  the  public 
•urveya."  Suppose,  sir,  that  you  had  directed  by.tlie  Uw, 
originally  passed  for  the  sale  of  lands,  that  your  surveyors 
should  note  and  report  the  different  qualities  of  surveyed 
lands,  according  to  any  niode  diat  can  now  be  imagined 
to  have  been  an  efficient  one,  would  it  have  proved  suc- 
cessful >  Tsit  in  the  nature  of  things  that  you  can  by  law, 
or  b^  the  reports  of  official  agents,  fix  upon  the  saleable 
quality  or  price  of  lands'?  Before  you  can  do  this,  you 
must  establish  a  uniform  standard  of  valuation  and  quauty, 
which  shall  be  received  by  all  persons  interested,  as 
equally^  just  and  proper.  Tet,  we  all  know  that  tiieir  va- 
lue varies  on  account  of  quality,  location,  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  can  be  used.  The  different  viUue 
of  land^  and  perhaps  the  most  essential  ditference,  de- 
pends upon  the  difierence  of  the  dispositions  of  the  human 
t«ce.  Some  will  prefer  a  tract  because  it  lies  in  a  parti- 
cular neighborhood,  though  iu  soil  be  not  so  rich  as  ano- 
ther which  lies  more  distant.  Sir.I  might  here  instance  en- 
tire settlements  made  m  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent,  upon  this  very  idea.  The  county  of 
Union,  in  that  Sute,  contains  a  class  of  (»tizens  who  are 
not  excelled  by  any,  any  where,  for  industry  and  coiTect 
moral  hid>its,  who  have  settled  together  in  order  to  enjoy 
,the  benefit  and  comfort  of  each  other's  society,  and 
tbm  better  to  participate  in  thtbtei^giof  tMlr«wn 


religion.  Sir,  such  instances  are  not  uncommon  throi^ili* 
out  all  of  the  Western  States.  Some' will  value  a  quarter 
section  because  it  contains  a  mill  seat  Vet,  all  the  wurki 
is  not  composecl  of  millen^  or  persons  able  to  erect  millB. 
Emigrants  from  the  North  want  to  grow  wheat,' com,  and 
flax  {  those  from  the  South,  tobacco,  hemp,  and  cotton- 
How  is  it  poanble,  then,  tliat  a  surveyor  should  be  able  to 
fix  upon  the  saleable  nlue  or  quality  of  lands  ?  Sir,  the 
only  practicable  mode  is  the  one  by  tbia  bill  proposed, 
to  permit  purcbasen  to  do  that  which  ymi  cannot  prevent 
them  ftom  doiitf  t  that  to  be  their  own  judges  of  the 
value  of  that  which  they  purchase.  Can  it  be  hefiered 
that  cbmbinations  oPindividuals  wiU  ever  be  so  extenMTC- 
ly  formed  as  to  induce  all  men  to  forego  that  which  ther 
want,  in  the  hope  and  expecUt  ion  that  by  delay  they  win 


at  a  ftiture  day  acquire  it  at  a  cheaper  rat*  i  Such 
never  the  practice  or  ^spontion  of  the4Himan  race.  The 
saleable  value  of  iandscan  no  more  be  fixed  by  Ous  aott 

of  agreement  than  it  can  by  the  estimate  of  surveyors. 

It  it.  again  objected,  «r,  that  tliia  bill  is  to  effect  arain- 
ous  scheme  of  speculation,  and  that  great  land  barons  ate 
to  grow  up  under  it,  becHUse  no  purchases  will  be  made, 
of  consequence,  until  the  lands  sltall  fall  to  twen^-five 
cents  the  acre.  Protesting  tlut  tliis  is  not  a  proper  anb- 
jectofinquiry  for  this  Government  who  have  no  right  to 
legislate  upon  the  pubfic  lands  any  ftirther  tiian  to  turn 
them  into  revenue,  I  am  safe  in  denying  that  any  such  re- 
sult will  follow  if  tliis  bill  goes  into  operation  in  its  present 
shape.  The  people  in  Illinots  have  had  some  experience 
upon  .this  subject.  More  than  three  millions  of  acres 
have  been  given,  out  of  the  lands  in  that  State,  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  late  war.  Host  of  these  lands  have  fidlen,  at  a 
price  much  below  the  minimum  established  by  this  bill, 
into  the  hands  of  what  the  Chairman  of  the  Coniirattee  of 
Public  Lands  calls  "  land  barons  ;'*  yet  it  is  a  fiict  that 
they  will  sell  for  a  much  less  price  than  the  lands  of  the 
Federal  Government.  This  is  owing  to  the  wbolesc  rae 
control  whieh  the  State  Government  exetcises  over  landa 
when  they  become  the  property  of  individui^s.  Our  Sjt- 
giaUture  has  said  to  these-  "land  baroDs,"  we  canned  ob- 
ject  to  your  holding  as  much  land  as  you  have  money  to 
purchase,  but  you  must  contribute  to  the  'support  ot  our 
Government  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  proper^ 
you  (hold  in  it,  and  which  we  are  bound  to  protect.  The 
thousands  of  acres  yearly  kM  for  taxes,  shows  dial  the 
visions  of  land  \»TmiB  have  not  and  cannot  be  realised, 
where  ^  he  people  of  a  State  are  true  to  themselves  i  and 
where,  too,  they  act  with  perfect  justice  in  imponng  no 
hi^er  taxes  upon  others  than  upon  themselves.  But, 
sir,  for  the  sake  of  getting  tiiis  bill  through,  1  will  admit 
the  force  of  this  objection,  and  vote  for  an  antendmen^ 
should  it  be  proposed,  which  Aalt  limit  the  operation  of 
the  graduating  principle  of  this  bill  to  given  portions  rf 
lands  within  the  several  districts,  within  given  periods  of 
time,  end  confine  the  right  of  cntiy  at  the  minimum  of 
twenty-five  aenta  to  actual  settiera  alone.  Surely  this 
course  will  destroy  all  hopes  of  mere  speculation.  Sir, 
the  Federal  Government  tiave  the  strongest  security 
against  an  engnMroent  of  the  landa  by  spccalaton,  in  tlie 
fiu^t  that  they  now  own  more  than  700  ndUions  of  acra^ 
without  the  SUtes  and  Territoriea,  upon  which  this  bill 
cannot  operate,  which  they  can,  by  extinguishing  the  In- 
dian trtle,  at  any  time  bring  into  tiie  market  upon  any 
terms  they  choose.  I  have  thus,  sir,  answered  the  two 
prominent  ohjectionb  which  have  been  made  against  this 
bill  1  permit  me  to  express  to  you  my  views  of  the  general 
results  likely  to  flow  from  its  passage.  A  laigc,  trouble* 
some,  unproductive  national  property  will  be  turned  into 
cash  upon  terms  not  injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  wtliin 
periods  of  times  sufficiently  distant  from  each  other  to  in- 
sure  sales  at  fair  prices,  and  by  which  menna  the  consti- 
tutional duties  of  Congress  will  be  discharged,  and  vow 
obligations  to  the  public  etcditors  canceUcd. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


505 


OP  DEBATES  m  CONGftfiSS. 


M&KH  95.  36^  1S38.] 


GraAuUon  of  the  iNtMe  Lmdt.'^Cumba^end  Mood. 


[SBNATB. 


The  riyhti  the  States  are  eqiwEEcd  by  dispensing 
whh  the  meam  ofexercittng,  on  the  part  of  the  Federvl 
Govenment,  an  unequal  shu-e  of  influence  over  an^. 

The  pidtUc  lands-will  be  made  the  property  of  indiTi- 
duftb,  after  such  mode  of  distribotion  aa  vn)l  increase  the 
cbM  of  actual  eultivators,  and  an  immense  region  of  im* 
cnhinted  irildemeas  will  be  brouj^t  Into  a  alate  of  im. 
promnent  and  production,  by  wliich  Qie  wealth  and 
iticaglli  of  the  nation  will  be  augmented,  and  the  con- 
ditiaii  of  Ae  nev  States  grettly  improved. 

The  poorest  dtisen  of  this  repobUc  wUl  have  it  in  lus 
power  to  become  an  owner  of  afteeboU,  the  sorereign  of 
wM  aufident  to  fgin  Um  comfort. at  home  and  respecta- 
MEqraoMMgtfhian^ghbort.  He  will  feel  himself  exalted 
iato  a  substantial  «tisen  in  the  8tat^  and  wiD  feel  all  that 
added  interest  in  its  welftre,  which  his  alimented  sub* 
stance  Is  sore  to  inspire. 

If  such  are  the  ends  to  be  accomplished,  who  can  hesi- 
tate to  give  this  measure  his  cordial  support  ?  Is  the  fear 
that  agri^lUtre  will  be  thereby  too  much  encouraged  to 
indacc  this  body  to  OTerlook  all  the  connderations  which 
I  hmwc  suggested  i  Although  not  far  advanced  in  ;years, 
and  certainly  young  in  political  life,  the  time  is  within  my 
dear  recdiection  when  the  generally  recrived  axiom  of 
^e  «&y  was,  that,  iigricultiire  and  commerce  constituted 
the  two  pilluv  upon  whti^h  the  hopes  and  happiness  of 
this  coantry  mainly  rested.  And  the  document  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  is  the  first  which  has  met  my  eye  from 
any  high  public  functionary  th»t  baa  ventured  upon  tlie 
allegation,  that  "correlative  duties'*  required  a  check  to 
he  placed  upon  the  natural  advancement  of  nther.  To 
whatever  employment  the  rising  and  future  generations 
<tf  this  republic  fnay  be  destined,  none  will  contribute  to 
infuse  into  them  a  more  general,  a  more  exalted  apirit  of 
independence,  than  the  cultivation  and  ownership  of  the 
aoil<-  Other  pursuits  may  be  bfetter  calculated  to  heap 
wealth  upon  individuals,  but  none  will  ao  equally  distn- 
.hote  it  amongst  the  great  body  of  men  ;  none  wiU  make 
more  virtuous  citizens  or  sounder  patriots.  And,  without 
pretending  to  a  gift^of  prophecy,  I  will  hazard  the  asser> 
tioD,  that  the  la&t  spark  of  the  liberties  of  this  nation^  if 
it  ever  die,  will  be  extinguished  amongst  the  men  who 
till  the  ground.-  1  do  not  agree  with  my  friend  from  In* 
diana,  [Mr.  HawsaicKs]  that,  upon  the  dedrim  this 
question,  or  his  proposed  amenwnent,  now  or  hereafter, 
dqtenda,  in  the  least  degree,  the  existence  of  thi«  Union 
entire  and  uninterrupted.  l)o  with  tbb  measure  as  your 
wiadom  shall  decide.  However  hard  may  be  the  fete  of 
the  new  States — produced  by  a  disptftitton  to  exercise 
control  over  nine-tenths  of  their  tcniton,  for  purpoeea 
anhnown  to  the  Constitution — whenever  the  sun  of  your 
Uicrtieaahall  set,  it  will  «nk  into  the  West,  unsullied  by 
a  riffle  effort  of  the  patriotic  yeomaniy  upon  your  bor- 
ders to  Asmember  this  great  and  happy  coined««cy. 

After  aome  further  converaation  between  Messrs.  WEB* 
STKR  and  BARTON,  on  motion  of  |fr.  McKINLEY,. 
The  Senate  adjoumed- 

WXDMXSSAT,  MiMcn  26,  1838. 

CUMBERLAND  ItOAD. 

The  biO  to  continue  the  Cumberland  Road  was  taken 
up— 

Mr.  NOBLE  (^served,  that  as  the  amendments  were 
merely  rerbal,  he  presumed  no  objection  would  bejnade 
as  to  uieir  adoption,  provided  the  Senate  decided  that  the 
biflabould  pass.  His  object  however  in  rising  waa  merely  to 
movo  to  Ii^  the  bill  on  the  table.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
difference  m  sentiment  between  the  gentlemen  firom  tbe 
Western  Country  in  relation  to  the  Pubjic  Lands;  and  un- 
til two  subjects  now  before  this  body,  one.beini^he  "Qra- 
doation  bill,"  and  the  other  a  bill  irftroduced  by  bis  col- 
league, apon  whit^  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  in  part 


bottomed,  he  was  not  disposed  to  press  it.  A  stipula* 
tion  had  been  made  between  the  United  States  and  tlie 
State  of  Indiana,  that  the  U.  States  were  to  |wr1orm  cer- 
tain acts,  to  be  paid  lor  out  of  the  perceifL  fund,  re- 
served from  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands  ;  but  how  can 
we  expect,  sud  he,  the  obligor  to  fulfil  the  contract  if  the 
hindis  exhausted?  How  can  we  expect,  asked  he,  of  tbe 
Federal  Government  to  fulfil  tbe  oompact  while  this  biU 
to  graduate  the  price  of  PubGc  Lands,  to  make  donation* 
to  settlers,  and  to  cede  the  refuse  to  the  States  in  whidi 
they  lie,  together  with  the  amendment  of  his  colleagaes 
was  pending }  He  should  be  placea  in  a  state  of  embar> 
raysment,  to  uive  it  at  this  time.  Much  elcitement  had 
been  produced  in  his  State  in  relation  to  the  PubUc 
Lands.  He  was  as  WiUing  as  any  gentlenuiv  thaVtb^  State 
BovereignUes  should  be  maintained,  but  situated  nsbe  waa 
at  present,  he  was  vduoed  to  the  n'ecean^  oS  asking  of 
the  Senate  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  tbe  table— and  why  so?  Le^ 
said  h^  my  colleague  dispose  of  his  aubject  first,  and  U' 
ter  having  given  my  vote  dedsirely  ^^nat  it,  I  will  take 
the  most  proper  course  with  tbe  bill  Tadvocate.'  When 
the  subject  came  feirly  before  tbe  Senate,  he  thought 
he  could  prove,  incontrovertibly,  that  if  the  measure  ot  his 
colleague  be  adopted,  the  State  ot  Indiana  will  be  placed 
in  a  worse  situation  than  under  a  terriforial  government^ 
and  tributary  to  the  United  States.  He  repeated,  that  he 
wished  the  bill  to  be  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  that  when  the 
measure  proposed  by  his  colleague  came  fairly  before  the 
Semite,  he  should  give  it  his  feeble  oppontion,  in  order 
that  hit  sentimenta  might  be  spread  befen  the  people 
here. 

Hr,  HENDRICKS  said  be  had  no  objection  to  whet* 
ever  course  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to  take  with  the 
bill/  it  was  his  own,  proposed  andadvccated  by  him — but 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  beard  it  objected  that 
any  proposition  made  to  the  Senate  rtood  in  the  way  of  a 
biU  that  was  pending.  ,'Mie  proposition  he  had  submit- 
ted, said  Mr.  H.  waa  based  on  conatitational  grounds,  and 
it  surely  waa  not  his  intention  ever  to  submit  any  propo> 
dtion  to  impede  the  progress  of  any  bill.  It  seemed 
BtroDge  that  any  thing  of  the  kind  cotud  possibly  obstruct, 
the  regular  business  of  the  Senate.  In  relation  to  any  ex- 
citement « hicb  miglit  have  existed  in  Indiana,  he  waa 
conscious  of  never  navii^  written  one  single  Hnet  or  ol 
having  Said  one  word  cakulated  to  produce  it  But  he 
did  say  that  be  hoped  to  see  thf  time  when  the  neyi  States 
^ould  be  restored  to  the  rights  (rf  tiicir  own  aiMl.  He 
did  not  beUere,  bowever,.,tbat  any  exdtement  had  exist- 
ed in  his  Stale. 

Hr.  NOBLE  said  afew  wmds  in  reply.  The  bill  was 
nothifl  own,  it  belonged  to  tbe  Senate.  Uedidnotchirge 
his  colleague  with  having  produced  any  exdtement  t  be 
oijy  spoke  as  to  the  fact  of  its  having  existed.  His  coU 
league  might  be  right,  and  he  might  be  wrong — bis  only 
wi«i,  however,  was,  to  place  his  eentiments  wrly  before 
the  people^  which  he  would  do  at  a  proper  time.  When- 
ever the  proposition  of  his  colleague  came  before  the 
Senate,  be  should  go  back  to  tbe  acttriTcesmmtrf'theStatB 
of  Virginia,  and  jud^  for  himself* 

The  biU^was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  WILLL&.MS,  the  billtp  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land  clums  in  toe  several 
States  and  Tertitortes  waa  taken  jap  ;  the  amendment 
.offered  by  Hr.  BBRRIEN,  yesterday,  still  pending. 

Hr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  the  appeal  ought  in  bis 
opinion  to  be  made  imperative  in  certain  cases.  In 
smaller  cases  it  was  not  important.  The  law  ought  to 
be  imperative  in  such  cases  on  the  Attorney  Geoer*!. 
He  had  prepu«d  an  amendment, which  he  thought  would 
coves  this  point  and  some  others  satisfactorily.  There 
was  now,  according  to  the  bill,  no  person  pointed 
out  as  the  pennanent  prosecutor  for  the  United  Sutes. 
He  thought  there  riiould  be  some  individual  appointed 
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to  1oc>k  to  the  interests  oF  the  Gnvemment  His  amend 
tnent,  theretorct  Kiithorizn)  ibe  President  ortlie  United 
Stalen  to  kppnint  tt  law-ag-eiit  \  or,  incertuiii  cuses,  toap- 
pn>priate  money  f.ir  the  eiiiployment  of  additioaal  couii- 
t- 1.  It  W4«  not  stippoied  that  the  Dittrirt  Attorney,  in 
«!I  CBS'S  woiiM  feel  CO  npetent  to  the  defence  of  the 
mon;  impni-tant  caKB  without  advice  1  alihongh  he  did 
not  menn  to  iitsinuate,  that  »ny  one  of  those,  to  wh(»c 
hamlM  the  protecutitMt  might  be  entrusted,  would  iiot  do 
liisdtily. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  accepted  the  antendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Vait  Btraas,  asaBubatituteforthatofFercd  by  him 

on  Pridiiy. 

Mr.  HAYNE  naid,  that,  as  the  amendment  ofieretl  by 
the  gvnIlemKn  from  New  York  consisted  tVFo  dis- 
tinct propositions,  hrst,  in  relation  to  apprals,  and  se- 
condly,  to  provkle  additioi>al  compensation  for  the  ein 
ployment  of  a  Uw-ai^ent,  he  wouldau^j^st  the  propri- 
txy^  of  dividiniF  the  queation  upon  it.  He  expressed  his 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  included  the 
large  gr.>nts  in  the  adjudication  of  judicial  tribunals. 
He  thought  it  was  not  the  policy  of  ihe  Gnvemment 
tliK  they  should  be  su  adjudicated.  This  had  been 
lung  his  dpiniui)  t  but  he  would  content  himaelf  whl) 
stating  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSl'ER  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  couns  which  would  try  these  cases. 

Mr  BERRIEN  replied  to  Hesart.  Wsistsm  and 
HiTiTB,  and  supported  Ihe  bill  generally. 

Mr  EATON  objected  particularly  to  the  provi«on 
for  adjudicating  on  the  larger  claiina. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  tu  the  remarka  of  Mr.  Eatox 
at  some  length. 

The  queatiun  be'ng  then  put  on  the  first  part  of  tlie 
amciKlnient  offered  by  Mr.  VAN  BDREN,  it  waa 
agrreil  lo. 

Mr.  TAN  BURBN  mored  the  division  of  the  second 
clauae  of  his  amendment,  so  as  to  lake  the  question 
first  on  the  appointment  of  a  law-agcnt,  and  ttien  on 
appropriutinj;  money  lor  the  employment  uf  usaistant 
counsel.  Both  propositions  having  befn  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  ordered  tu  be  engtussrd  for  a  third  i«ading. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS- 

The  unfinished  b-isiness  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill 
for  the  graduation  of  the  prices  of  public  Umls,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  accompanied  the  reading  cS  a  letter 
from  a  Land  Agent  in  Tennessee,  with  some  prefiitory 
remarks.  The  writer  of  the  letter  made  aonrte  state* 
ments  of  the  effect  of  the' sj-atem  ofgraduntion  in  that 
State,  and  gave  a  scliedule  of  landa  aold  under  the  ajs 
tern,  detailing  the  bentfita  derived  fitnn  the  plan  of 
graduition.aiid  wlahing  succew  to  the  biU  prupoacd 
by  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  BARTON  replied. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  siiid— the  great  interest  fi;It  by  the 
people  of  ALbama  in  tlie  ftte  ol'thb  subject,  made  it  hia 
duty  to  offvr,  to  the  eon^deration  of  Uie  Senate,  hia 
views  upon  the  various  provisiona  of  the  bill,  connected 
with  the  amendmtriu  offered  by  die  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana. [Mr.  HKRDRicKa.] 

I'he  bill  contains,  said  Mr.  HcK.  what  I  conceive  to 
be  a  wise  and  aalutaiy  change  in  the  mode  of  aelling  the 
public  buHla  \  and  it  ia  proposed  by  the  amendment  to 
confine  the  opention  of  the  bill  to  the  Territuries  of  the 
Uiuted  Slates,  and  to  cede  m  full  property  to  the  Sutea 
the  public  lands  within  their  limits. 

Sir,  I  am  fuMy  apprized  of  the  difficulties  I  have  to  en 
counter  on  this  subject.  The  strong  partiality  of  the 
Senate  for  the  present  ayatem  has  been  too  cAen  mani- 
fsftcd  to  teave  at  doubt  on  that  poin^  iMit  tlw  difficulty 
and  mbmMHDmt  is  greatly  incieaatd  iii  adfoeating 


the  amendment,  as  Lahall  endeavour  to  show  that  the 
United  StHtes  have  no  cunstttuiinnal  right  or  cUim  to  the 
lands  m  the  new  States.  Here  I  have  to  encounter  the 
long  pre>conceived  opiniona  of  many  of  tlie  Senator^  the 
influence  of  an  eatabliilied  system,  long  in  practice,  and 
the  furee  of  precedent  Under  these  circumalancei  it 
will  not  be  siirpriaing,  if  aitme  of  the  doctrines  which  dti* 
ty  requires  mc  to  atlvocate,  ahuuld  be  tci^arded  aome 
as  wild,  visionary,  and  untenai>1e.  Let  tliat  be  as  it  may, 
they  are  the  result  of  the  must  mature  and  deliberate  re- 
flection I  have  been  able  to  pve  to  a  subject  of  ao  much 
political  and  pecunbuy  impurtanee.  I  liave  long  enters 
tained  the  opinion  tnatihe  United  States  caiinet  hoU 
land  in  any  State  of  the  Uninn,  except  for  the  purpaaes 
enumeraied  in  the  Conatittttion  i  and  whatever  right  dk-y 
had  to  tile  atnl  wnile  the  country  remained  uiiuer  ter- 
ritorial  governments,  p:is8ed  to  the  Slates  formed  orer 
the  same  territory  on  their  ailmisslon  into  the  Utuon,  on 
an  equal  fuoltng  with  the  old  Slates. 

A  slight  attention  to  the  history  and  cliaraeter  of  tliia 
Government,  will  aatiafy  the  moat  sceptical,  that  the 
United  Statea  did  not,  as  a  Goveniment,  under  the  arti- 
cles of  contederation,  acquire  hy  conquest  from  Gieat 
Britain,  any  title  to  the  waste  and  unappreprialed  lands 
ifurmerly  called  Crowu  lands,)  lying  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  any  of  the  parties  :o  thut  league  or  compact. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  opiniuna  or  wishes  of 
some  of  the  Siatea  upon  the  subject,  it  b  divious  tl>*t 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  Cimgres^  of  that  day,  that  the 
United  Sutes  would  (in  tbe  event  of  success  allendii^ 
the  war  in  whicli  they  were  then  engagt- d,)  be  entitled  ta 
these  landa.    If  such  had  been  the  opinion  of  CoagttM, 
why  dit!  they  pass  the  resolution  of  the  ISdi  of  Septeffl- 
ber,  1780,  asking  that  as  a  favor  which  they  miglil  de- 
mand as  a  rigiit  T  On  the  contrary,  it  was  then  b«Iie«« 
that  the  Statea  would,  in  virtue  uf  thdr  sovereignly,  me- 
cecdto  all  the  rights  of  the  crown  over  these  laml^n 
they  succeeded  in  tlie  establifthing  tlieir  independence. 
And  thia  doctrine  has  been  fully  sustained  by  the  up>a* 
ions  of  the  Supreme  Cmirt  of  the  Unite<l  Sutes,  in  the 
cases  uf  Metcher  and  Peck,aiid  Jolinstoii  and  Mcintosh.  As 
the  resolution  refetred  to^  ami  tlie  aubaequent  proceed* 
inga  under  it,  form  the  buMs  of  riglit  now  ejterciaed  o«r 
the  public  lands  by  the  United  States  within  the 
States,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  reaolulion,  the 
Cession  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States  of  her  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river, 
the  ordmance  of  Congress  of  1787,  ami  the  ceswwi  by 
Geoigia  to  the  Un.tcd  SUtes  in  the  «ear  1803.  Byiha 
resolution  Congress  requested  die  Statea  having  waste  and 
imapiiropriated  landa  in  the  Wetfem  countT>',  to 
libci  al  c«wiona  to  llie  Union  ;  and  promiaed  that  the  haul 
BO  ceded  sltoi  ld  be  dispoted  of  fur  the  common  benefit  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into  dis- 
tinct republican  Stales, which  Sutes  sliould  become  mC"' 
bers  of  Uie  Fetleral  Unioii,snd  Itave  the  same  riglita  of sa«e> 
rcignly,  freedom  and  independence,  aa  the  other  States. 
1vol.  Laws  U.S.  p.  475. 

Virginis,  w  ith  that  spirit  of  patriotiam  and  nbeiaWy 
whicli  characterizes  all  her  public  acts,  granted  this 
quest,  by  conveying  to  the  United  Statea  jJl  her  waste  sM 
unappropriated  lands  Northwest  of  Uie  Ohio  river.  But  i« 
saire  patriuiism  which  niduced  thia  great  sacrifice  of 
est  on  the  part  of  Vitginia,  induced  her  t«  secure,  '^-^^ 
pnwticable,  the  sovereignty,  ffrredom,  and  indep«ww** 
of  tlie  Statea  thus  to  be  created.   And,  therefore,  m  tne 
act  of  the  Virginis  Legislature  and  tl»e  deed  of  ^'^^"T^ 
the  grant  la  made  upon  thia  express  condition: 
say,  upon  tilts  condition,  that  tlie  territtxy  ao  ceded  shut  M 
laid  out  and  formed  into  States  conlwiiing  a 
tent  of  Territory  (  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  nM« 
lhaaooe  hundred  and  flfly  miles  square,  or  M  DM*  w***" 
to  M  cirenawtsnoct  will  adanli  ud  tbit  ttt  M**"  * 
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formed  thsll  be  distinct  tvpublican  Sutes,  ind  admitted 
merobcn  of  the  federal  Union*  Ivkving  the  aame  tight*  of 
■overrigntr,  freedom  iind  ImlcpeMlenee^  u  Uie  other 
ttmtes.**  After  the  execution  oT  this  deed  of  cesrion, 
Congren  thought  proper,  on  the  13tl)  of  July,  1787,  to 
paw  an  ordinance  for  the  Gorernment  of  the  territory 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  in  wlixh  the  terma  and  c<indi 
tiont  expressed  in  the  deed  of  cession  are  esseiitt«l)y  al- 
tCTcd,  and  the  following  restricted  terms  for  the  admis< 
Mon  ot  these  new  Stales  into  the  Union,  are  enactMl. 
'  **The  legislaturea  these  tVstrkta  or  new  Sutes^  shall 
nerer  interfere  with  the  primary  di8i>osal  oFthe  soil  by 
Uie  United  SUteji  in  Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any 
Tf  filiations  Conjjress  may  find  neceasaiy  for  securing  the 
title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchaser.  No  tax 
■hall  be  imposed  on  the  land,  the  property  of  the  United 
Slates."  •*  The  nariguble  waters  fading  into  tite  Missis- 
nppi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  tlie  carrying  places  between 
IhrMme,  shall  be-cnmmun  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
weH  to  the  inhabitants  of  aatd  Temioiiea  as  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  State«,and  those  of  any  uthdj*  States  tliat  may 
be  admitted  into  Hie  conlederacy, without  any  tax,  impost, 
or  duty  therefor."  By  this  article  of  the  ordinance,  Con. 
gresB  riolatetl  the  compact  with  Virginia.  The  condi- 
tions contained  in  tlie  act  of  ttte  legislature  ami  deed  of 
eeauon,  are  entirely  disregardeil ;  and  new,  coiitrailicio. 
17  con^iont  impuaed  upon  the  people  of  the  Teni- 
tory.  Sir,  Congtics*  had  no  power  to  change  or  alter 
theite  coiidttton^  not  even  with  the  consent  <)f  Virginia  ; 
because  they  were  made  for  the  benetit  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  to  become  citizens  of  these  new  States. 
Tttoae  who  liad  purchas«-d  land  from  the  United 
Stately  and  settled  there  under  Utis  compact,  and  for 
whoee  gorernment  tbi«  ordinance  was  intended,  had  a 
Tested  rit^ht  in  those  conilitiuiis  t  which  could  not  be  dt- 
TCsled  by  one,  or  both  of  tbe  original  parties  to  the  com- 
pact. I'herefore,  tliat  portion  of  the  ordinance  was 
wholly  void  and  inopoatiret  which  changed  tlic  eoniti- 
tions  of  admission. 

Sir,  1  hare  already  shown  that  all  the  States  of  the 
Uniran^  at  tlie  close  ul  the  war,  became  sovereign  and 
hidt-pirndent  %  and,  in  rirtue  of  their  sorereignty,  were 
eitt  tied  to  all  the  waste  and  unappropriated  hmds  u-ith> 
in  thvir  limits.  I  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  the  old  Ctingress;  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary  conclusion,  tliat 
some  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty  to  which  the  old  Stutes 
were  entitled*  the  new  States  have  been  deprived  of,  by 
•xtending  the  restrieted  conditioni  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  their  admission. 

All  the  writers  on  public  law,  the  ablest  jurists  of 
aneieiit  and  niodem  times,  agree  that  sovereignly  s 
necessarily  anil  iusepar.ibly  connected  with  ttie  territor>' 
a/vl  right  ofuoil  ever  which  it  is  exercised.  So  essenlini 
isthisrighi,  that  sovereignty  cannot  esiat  without  it 
Vattel.  165—113-^9.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  new  Stales  were  admitted  Into  the  Union,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  right  of  disponng  of*  or  in  any 
ntanoer  interfrring  witli  tbe  <Usposition  otthe  public  land, 
or  any  regulations  that  Congress  may  choose  to  make 
ftir  securing  to  the  purclioRers  any  title  it  might  choose  to 
g  aoti  they  have  been  deprived  of  the  rigitt  of  taxing  the 
hnda  belonging  to  the  United  States,  fur  any  length  of 
tiiM  they  may  choose  to  wiUihold  it  from  sale;  thry  have 
been  deprired*  for  ever,  of  ihe  right  collecting  tolls 
HIMmtlieir  own  navigable  waters,  altlloiigh  they  may 
imprare  their  navigation  at  their  own  expense,  and  ot 
theriirht  of  chaiging  tolls  for  turnpike  roads,  which 
tbey  may  make  between  thoss  waters.  Under  tliese 
«areumbuioe%  can  any  one  say  that  the  new  Sutes  have 
dwisaw  rights  of  sorerewnty*  freedom*  and  independ- 

Sir.  Ihe'cMaUoB  at  a  sorwwgn  State  orct  tbia  tcrritwy 


with  the  consent  of  Congress,  wa*  of  itself  a  transfer  of 
tlie  wliole  title  to  the  land,  and  r'ght  of  dontuin  of  the 
United  i^tates  to  the  new  States.  If  it  would  not  hure 
bad  that  effect,  wtiy  annex  these  restrietionsuixm  their 
sovereignty  to  the  acts  of  admission  t  The  very  lu  ces- 
sity  which  induced  tlie  United  States  to  piiss  ihe  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  the  subsequent  acts  extending  its 
conditions  to  other  States  admitted  into  the  Union,  proves 
tliat,  without  tliese  Kstrictiona*  the  new  States  would 
have  been  entitled  to  all  the  bind  within  their  limits*  and 
all  other  riglits  of  eminent  donuin.  I  have  tliown  ttuit 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  was  a  violation  of  the  compact 
with  Vwpnia.  ]  will  now  endeavor  to  siiow  that  Ihe 
ordinance  was  repealled  and  luprrsnded  by  the  consltiu. 
tion  of  tlie  United  Stutes,  even  if  it  had  betrn  conaiatent 
with  the  compact  with  Virginia,  and  valid  under  tbe . 
articles  of  coufedention. 

Before  any  of  these  new  States  were  organised,  or 
admitted  into  tlie  Union,  a  new  ere  in  the  |>olitieal  his- 
tory of  the  United  States  occurred.    The  articles  of 
confederation  were  found  to  be  wholly  incompetent  to 
effect  the  national  purposes  for  which  they  were  de. 
signedtandit   became  necessary   to  new    model  tbe 
General  and  State  Governments.    The  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stales  was  formed  in  1787,  and  adoptcil  by 
the  requis.te  number  of  Stales  in  1788.   Bytbia  Consti* 
tution*  the  States  eonierred  uptm  Ihe  Government  of  tlia 
United  Slates  all  the  naiiouul,  and  as  much  of  the  muni- 
cipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necesiSury  for  the  great 
purposes  of  foreign  intercourse  and  nationnl  dvlence. 
The  residue  of  the  municipal  sovereignty  w;L«.by  the  10th 
article  of  the  amendments  to  tbe  Consiiluiion,  reserved 
to  tlie  Sfatca,  or  to  the  people.  The  SUtes,  fvsring  what 
mif^t  be.  and  now  is,  called  a  liberal  construction  of  the 
new  Constitution*  miglit,  by  the  influence  of  implicaliou* 
result  in  a  eonsulidated.instead  of  a  coiifi»leruled  Govern- 
mentiaiigj^estedand  carried  ihis.ainongotlierameudnienls. 
By  U  lis  amendment  it  is  rxpresity  dec)ared,thut  "The  pow 
ers  not  delegated  to  ihe  Ui>iteJ  States,  by  this  Coiislitu- 
tioii,  nor  proh-bi)cd  by  it  to  the  States,  are 'reserved  to  the 
Stales  reHprciively,  or  to  the  people."    Tl'.is  provision 
plainly  Hxes  the  boiindarickof  National  and  Slate  power; 
where  one  ends  the  other  begiiisi  and  when  taken  in 
connexion  wiih  the  {>ower3  granted  to  the  United  States, 
and  those  prohibited  to  the  Slates,  IViniiblivs  :tii  unetritig 
rule  of  constructron  ofthe  whole  insirumenii   winch,  if 
adhered  to,  will  for  ever  keep   the  Fi-deral  and  State 
-Governments  within  Iheir  proper  orhils  ( and  tiie  exer- 
cise of  power  by  either*  withiu  its  legiti'iiate  cImiiiii-Is. 
ft  is  impostible  to  avoid  etior  of  construeiiun  if  the  Con. 
stituttou  of  the  United  States  be  regarded  (hs  ii  most  fre- 
quently is,  by  American  statesmen,)  as  tiiniiqlnn^  tlie 
whole  fundamental  htw  gnveniijig  the  aclioii  ol  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  The  Constitutions  ut  the  sevc-ml  States 
form  as  much  a  part  of  tlie  great  code   of  consiitut.onul 
hiw*  as  the  Coiwtitution  of  Uie  United  Slates.  Toe  lalier 
is  but  an  emanation  ofthe  former, -and  depeo'ts  eswn- 
tially  fur  the.charae  er,  extent,  and  exercise  ul  its  iwucr^ 
upon  a  correct  umlei^taiiding  of  the  puwera  reservul  t  i 
the  Stales.    The  States  iiitk-nded  to  grunt  no  powt-r  to 
the  United  Slattrs,  ttut  they  coiiM  cNcrcise,  hcpiuaii  ]y, 
themselves.    The  creation  of  tliin  Uovcrinneut  a  as  i.ie 
reatilt  of  necessity*  antl  not  of  chtwce.   Tuere  w.ts  no 
municipal  power  that  the  States  could  not  ex^  rci'<e;  au.l 
therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  confer  upon  tlie  U>iiied 
States  any  bUcJi  power,  except  so  far  as  it  became  m!>su. 
lutely  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  laiiunal  power.  It  tii  s 
view  ofthe  subject  be  correct,  we  must  agree  that  toc  Unit- 
ed States  have  iK>  power  to  liokl  land  in  any  of  dw  Staie^to 
restrain  the  States  from  taxing  the  land,  froni  conirolUiif 
the  navigable  vaten  and  public  hig^iways  wiUun  tbcir 
risdicUoM^  oiiUsB  muAi  power  b  uiuesaiy  granted  b/'tlw 
ConstitutioD.   The  wof  gnurt  «f  po««r  upon  this  wb- 
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Ject«  it  to  be  found  in  the  enumeration  of  the  powen  of 
Conrresa,  in  th«  8th  aeetion  of  tUe  1st  article,  in  these 
word>  I  '*  Congress  shall  hare  power  to  exerdae  ex- 
clusive Je|^Iation,  in  an  cases  whatsoever,  orer  such  dis- 
trict (nott  exceeding  ten  miles  square,]  as  may,  byces- 
non  of  particniar  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congross, 
become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 
,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased 
by  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  in  >^iicb  the 
tame  shall  be,fcrthe  erection  of  fort^  magmriifes, 'Arse- 
nals, docbyatda,  and  other  needfhl  buHdiiws."  So  much 
municipal  sovereignty  over  the  soil  wlthm  the  Spates, 
and  no  more,  was  'deemed  necessary  tac  national  purpo- 
ses ;  and  thus  far,  it  has  been  found  amply  sufficient. 
The  power  to  purchase  lander  the  erection  of  "  other 
ncedmt  buildings,"  than  those  specified,  aulbcnues  the 
purchase  of  land  for  navy  yards,  custom  houses  court 
hoases,  jails,  &c.  Here,  the  whole  power  of  Congress 
to  hold  land  within  a  State  of  the  Uidon,  or  to  make  com- 
pacts whh  a  State  for  land,  ends  { and  her^  also,  temu- 
nates  the.  c^clunre  legisUtive  powers  of  Congress  over 
land  mthin  the  States  i  unless  theye  powers  can  be  deri- 
ved firom  the  power  granted  to  Congress  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union.  That  is  a«mple  and  uncondi- 
tional grant,  in  these  wtHds  :  New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitb^by  the  Congress,  into  the  Union.'-'  In  the  same 
aeetion.  Congress  v  restrained  from  erecting  s  new  State 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  or  formings 
■State  by  the  junction  -of  two  or  more  States,  without  the 
consent  of  the  legislatures  oftlie  State  concen)cd,  as  well 
as  Congress.  If  the  Constitution  is  to  be  confined  in  its 
operation  to  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning  {  if  to  infer 
poVers  not  nanted* would  be  an  illegal  accretion  of  pow- 
er to  the  United  States^  and  an  encroachment  upon  the 
reservedrights  and  municipal  sovereignty  of  the  St^est 
then  Congress  have  no  right  to  annex  any  condition  what- 
ever to  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into  the  Union, 
and  such  conditions' are  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Sir.Bupposeitwere  within  the  competency  of  Congress 
and  Uie  States  to  enter  into  compacta,  could  they  enter 
into  such  as  would  bridge  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  confer  upon  the  United  States  the  sovereign^  thus 
surrendered  7  Yattel,  in  discussing  this  question,  as  be. 
tween  nations,  says  :  "  A  nation  ought  to  preserve  it- 
self it  ought  preserve  all  its  members,  it  cannot  abandon 
them  (  and  it  is  under  on  engagement  to  support  them  in 
their  rank  as  members  the  nation,  it  has  not  a  tigh^ 
then,  to  traffic  with  their  rank  and  liberty,  on  account 
of  anjr  advantage  it  may  expect  to  derive  from  such  a  ne- 
gotiation. They  hive  jmned  tbe  sodety  for  the  purpose 
«f  .bdiw  members  cf  it  \  they  submit  to  the  authority 
of' the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  in  concert, 
their  common  welfare  and  safety,  and  not  of  being  at  its 
disposal,  like  a  farm  or  a  herd  of  cattle."— Page  118. 
Agun,  194,  he  says-.  "  A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State, 
is  nun,  and  not  at  all  obliptto^,  as  no  conductor  of  a  na< 
'  tion  bas  the  power  to  enter  into  engagements  to  do  such 
things  OS  are  cap)d>le  of  destroying  the  State  for  whose 
safety  the  goremment  Is  entrusted  to  him.  The  nation 
being  necessarily  obliged  to  peiferm  every  thing  required 
Smt  its  preservation  and  safety,  cannot  enter  into  engage- 
menta  contrary  to  ita  indispensable  obligations.  In  the 
year  1506,  the  States  General  of  the  Ungdom  of  Fiance 
assembled  at  Tours,  eng^ed  Louis  XII.  to  break  the  trear 
ty  be  bad  concluded  with  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and 
the  archduke  Philip,  his  son,  because  that  treaty  was 
penucious  to  the  kingdom.  They  also  decided  that  nei- 
ther tbe  treaty  nor  the  oath  that  had  accompanied  it,  could 
be  binding  on  the  king,  who  had  no  ri^t  to  olienaU  the 
prtmetty  of  the  crown.**  Hi^  and  respectable  as  thb 
Biitbority  is,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  one 
IrtiH  higher,  tbe  oUigations  of  itbich  operate  Erectly 
upon  our  I^;is1atire  power  t  it  is  the  Constitution  itself. 


By  the  10th  section  of  the  Ist  article  of  which,  tiie  States . 
ore  expressly  prohibited  from  entering  *'  into  any  trea^, 
alliance,  or  confederation,"  whatever.  Every  compact 
between  sovereign  States  is  a  trea^.  *'  A  treaty,  in  Iia> 
^n^fcedust  is  a  compact  made  with  a  view  to  tbe  iHiblic 
wdnre,  by  the  superior  power,  either  for  perpetui^  or 
fw  a  considerable  time."— Vattel,  192.  "As  a  State  that 
has  put  herself  under  the  protection  ofanoUier,  has  noti 
on  that  account,  forfeited  ner  character  of  aovereign^, 
she  may  onke  treaties  and  contract  alUances,  unless  abe 
has  in  the'trea^  of  protection  expressly  roiouneed  that 
rig^t  But  she  continues  forever  after  bound  by  tiiis 
treaty  of  protection,  so  that  she  cannot  ^nter  mto  any  en> 
gagemenU  contrary  to  it." 

.  Sir,  a  just  application  of  these  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  prohibiticm  on  tbe 
States  to  enter  into  "any  treaty,"  proves  that  the  Slates 
of  this  Union  have  no  power  to  enter  into  any  compact 
widi  tbe  United  States  and  mudi  less  wKb  Congress,  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  except  those  enumerated  in  tbe 
Constitution.    By  the  law  of  nations,  jusE  referred  to,  it 
appears  that  a  State,  binding  herself  by  a  treaty 
protection  not  to  enter  into  treaties  or  alliances,  ts  forever 
precluded  from  tiiat  right    The  States  of  this  Union 
niave  bound  themselves  by  a  much  more  sacred  and  pbU- 
gatoiy instrument,  notto  *•  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance, 
or  confederation."   Surely,  then,  they  have  no  power  to 
enter  into  compacta  to  abridge  their  sovereignty.    If  the 
Constitution  prohibita  the  States  from  making  such  trea- 
ties with  the  United  States,  it  is  equally  prohibitory  on 
tlie  United  States  to  enter  into^uch  treaties  or  compacts 
with  the  States.    Iftlie  United  States  can  enter  into  trea- 
ties or  compacts  with  the  new  Stales  fbr  the  aoqiusition 
of  sovereignty,  land,  or  money,  not  warranted  by  the 
Cunslituiioii,  she  may  do  the  same  with  the  old'^tates, 
and  thereby  change,  amood,  or  desttfoy  tbe  fundamental 
law  of  the  land  by  compacts  with  the  States.  These 
compacts,  if  valid  at  ^1,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  as  obligatory  on  all  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States 
as  the  Constitution  itself    The  States  cannot,  by  any  act 
theirs,  relesse  themselves  from  their  operation  t  they 
can  pass  no  law  violating  them,  nor  can  Congress.  But. 
by  the  concu^rii^  consent  of  both  parties,  like  all  other 
contrac%  they  nuy  be  cancelled.    Tlius,  then,  the  con- 
stitutiowl  l*w  may  be  changed,  by  the  nmple  operotioa 
of  making  and  cancelling  a  contract.   But,  sir,  are  the 
conditions  annexed  to  the  adniiswon  of  the  new  titatea* 
treaties,  compact^  or  contiaeu  f  AU  tite  essential  ^utU- 
ties necesniytocoastitttteavalid  contract  between  in£- 
tiduals  by  tne  cgmmen  law,  are  reqiured  by  tbe  law  of 
iwtiens  to  constitute  a  valid  treaty  «  compact  between 
nations  or  sovereign  States.    In  either  case,  the  partiea 
must  be  able  ;  that  is,  they  must  have  le^  power  i  tbey 
must  be  wilUi^  t  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  nuat 
be  authorized  or  permitted  by  the  law  govendng  it  %  and 
the  contract  must  be  made  according  to  the  forms  of  thnt 
lsw.r  Toting'  the  conditions  annexed  by  Congress  »  the 
statutes  for  the  admisdon  of  the  new  States  into  the  Unkm, 
(which  by  a  singular  misnomer  are  called  compacta^)  by 
these  dmple  rules,  it  wiU  be  found  that  they  do  not  pon- 
sess  one  M  the  1^1  requisites  of  a  compact,    Tbe  ooly 
compacts  that  Congress  can  make  with  the  States  on  such 
subjects,  are  those  enumerated  in  the  sectiona  of  the 
Constitution  sh-eady  referred  ta    By  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  cesuoii  and  consent  of  particular  States, 
the  United  States  may  acquire  right  to  the  soil  within  (be 
jurisdiction  of  any  t»f  the  States  for  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  tbe  purposes  of  erecting 
f(Mls^  msgazinesfc  arsen^s,  dock-yard^  and  other  needful 
•buildings  i  and,  when  thus  acqiured.  Congress  can  exer* 
dse  exdunve  legisUtion  over  it.   Congress  may  enter 
into  a  compact  with  a  particular  State  fUr  the  purpoae  oT 
erecting  a  new  State  within  its'  jurisdiction,  or  with  taro 
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ornm  SWes  for  the  purpose  of  consoIKlating  tliem  Into 
one.  The  firat  of  these  powers  ftuthorizes  the  acquisi- 
doQ  of  soil  snd  jurtadictlon,  but  the  latter  Kiitborizes 
Bcitlier.^  It  hu  been  shown  that  the  States  confi-rred 
upon  the  United  States  these  rights  of  ftccjuiriiig  soil  and 
exemsng  municipal  sovereiffnty  for  national  purposes 
onljr,  and  asauxillary  to  the  national  powers.  Here,  then, 
the  sphere  of  the  mtinicipal  action  of  the  United  Stales 
isSmtted  to  specified  objects,  to  be  effected  b^  specific 
nodes.  It  has  been  shown  that  all  other  munici]>al  so- 
vereirntjr  over  the  residue  of  tlie  sent  was  exprenly  re- 
tuned  to  the  SUIes. 

ProfQ  these  propositions  the  induction  ii  plain,  that 
Congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pMt  with  the  new  SUtes  for  the  land,  and  jurisdiction 
o»er  h,  within  those  SUtes,  and,  therefore.  Congress  was 
unable  to  make  the  compacts.  The  other  party  hail  still 
less  power.  The  people  of  the  Territories  had  no  poli- 
tical power,  whatever  political  rights  they  may  have  had. 
Those  Territories  were  not  States  ;  the  inhabitants  were 
not  chtzena  of  States,  nor  of  the  United  Slates.  Tliey 
coahl  not  Tote  for  a  President  or  Yice- President  of  the 
Umted  States  t  they  coold  not  vote  by  their  Repreaenta- 
tires  in  Got^as.  It  has  been  determined  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  tliat  the  inhiibitants  of 
the  Territorial  Governments  are  not  citizens  of  Slates  or 
of  the  United  States.  They  were,  tlierefore,  thd  mere 
subjects  of  the  United  Stales,  and  bound  by  their  law*, 
in  the  eoaetii^  of  which  they  had  no  participation,  and, 
of  course,  coiUd  oppose  no  political  resisUnce  to  their 
opmtion.  The  people  of  the  Territoi  ial  Governments, 
KsiKGtif  in  this  relation  to  the  United  States,  were  poli- 
iKiUy  passive.  And,  therefore,  when  Congress  pawed 
hws  authorizing  them  to  elect  members  of  a  convention, 
tad  authorized  that  convention  to  farm  a  Gonstitiition  M 
the  Goreniinent  of  the  State,  the  people  were  M  much 
bMtod  by  that  as  by  any  other  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  convention,  when  thus  crganizt  d.  had  not  even  the 
WMunal  opUon  of  accepting  or  rejecting  propositions  in 
rektton  to  the  right  of  wil,  taxation  of  land,  and  jurisdic- 
tion over  navigable  streams,  and  certiiln  carrying  places 
between  them,  (as  seems  to  be  generally  8uppi>si:d. )  No, 
VT,  these  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  were,  by 
these  statutes,  made  the  basis  of  the  Constitutions  to  be 
fiirmed.  After  pointing  out  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers  and  amx\aiT\%  the  conventions,  the  statutes  author- 
ized the  conventions  "  to  form  for  the  people  of  the  wud 
Slate,  a  Constitution  and  State  Government;  provided 
the  same  was  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  ordi- 
„««e  of  the  I3th  of  July,  1787."-Uiwi  U.  S.  3  vol. 
497.  Would  any  lawyer  call  this  a  compact to 
be  sore,  arc  conditions  tendered  to  the  people  oF  the 
Terriloriea,  but  thcv  are  the  only  conditions  upon  which 
tbey  are  permiltM  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  I. o- 
venimeB^  These  conditions  were  not  propositions  tor  a 
compact,  but  were  the  law  nf  the  United  States  presonb- 
iiie  io  these  people  a  rule  of  action,  and  the  only  auiliori- 
tv  by  which  they  were  permitted  then  to  act  on  that  sub- 
ject t  and  this  is  c.illcd  a  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  llie  new  St;.i-s  1  Up<.,.  the  same  pr.nc.p  e, 
whenever  the  people  obey  a  statute,  a  compact  is  thereby 
farmed  between  them  and  the  Government.  It  surely 
cannot  be  necessary  to  carrj-  this  iuqu.r>- further  to  prove 
that  there  never  was  a  compact  between  the  Un  ted  States 
the  new  States,  by  which  the  Utter  y'eM«d  "i«'- 
riuht  to.  and  sovereignty  wer  the  lands  within  their  I  - 
J2u  ,  Vl^i  even  if  th%«  had  been,  I  have  shown  that  all 
cuch  compacts  are  unconstitutional  and.  void. 

Sir,  if  this  reasoning  be  com^ct.  the  "dvocates  of  the 
lieht  of  the  United  SUtes  to  the  lands  in  the  new  S  ales, 
th,  concomitant  rights  contended 

to  the  necessity  of  «^»t""i»S/l'«™/'.P?"A^1f^d«,V 
the  United  SUtes  alone,  and  of  maintaiiuag  the  parmdoxi- 
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cal  doctrine,  that  Congress  can  by  statute  acquire  any 
right  belonging  to  the  States,  of  property  or  sovereignty, 
the  Constitution  to  the  contrary  notwillwtanding.  And 
paradoxical  as  tliia  doctrine  may  appear,  if  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  these  land?,  ami  the  right  of  Congress 
to  exercise  exduslve  legtslatioh  over  tlietn,  be  suiuined, 
the  whole  power  is  admitted,  and  the  most  dangerous 
precedent  ever  yet  established  will  remain  in  full  force. 

The  compact  between  Georgia  and  the  United  Slates 
is  not  liible  to  one  of  the  objections  taken  to  those  with 
the  new  States.  Georgia  was  at  the  time  of  making  it 
an  organized  and  an  old  State,  but  she  was  one  of  the 
States  that  adopted  Ihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  she  bound  herself  never  to  enter  into  any  treaty, 
alliance,  or  confederation  (  therefore,  so  much  of  that 
compact  as  extended  the  opt-ration  of  the  ordiuancc  of 
1787  to  MiHMssippi  and  Alabama,  was  void,  ujion  the 
reasons  and  authorities  applicable  to  the  compacts  with 
the  new  States.  But  so  far  as  tlie  compact  related  mere- 
ly to  the  erection  of  new  States  within  tlie  teiritwi-y  ceded 
by  Georgia,  it  is  valid  and  binding,  becatise  Cungre  w  may 
erect  a  new  State  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  State, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  such  State.— See 
3a  sec.  4th  art.  Const.  U.S.  The  consent  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Geot|fi«,  as  well  as  of  Congress,  being  had  to  the 
erection  of  these  SUtes,  for  that  purpose,  the  compact  is 
constitutional  and  binding.— See  Ihe  arlicles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia, 
1  vol.  Laws  U.  S.  448.— See  also  act  of  Congress  extend- 
ing the  ordinance  of  1787  to  tlie  Missisuppi  Temtory, 
3  vol.  Laws  U.  S.  380.  . 

Sir,  !  have  shown  that  all  compacU  between  sovereign 
States  are  treaties ;  that  Conjp-esi  had  no  power  to  make 
compacts  for  land  or  jurisdiction  over  it,  except  for  cer- 
tain specified  purposes.  I  have  shown  that  the  land  and 
jurisdiction  ."over  it,  and  all  other  rights  of  eminent  do- 
main, belong  to  the  old  States  in  virliie  of  their  sove- 
reignty, except  so  far  as  they  have  been  conferred  upon 
the  Government  of  the  Union  for  national  purposes ;  that 
die  new  States  would  have  been  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
which  the  old  States  enjoyed,  if  these  coinpacU  had  not 
been  made  \  and  I  have  aliowa,  by  irresistible  implication, 
that  Congress  believed  that  the  new  States  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  land  within  their  limits,  and  all  Ihe  other 
rights  o(  eminent  domain,  of  which  they  have  been  depnv- 
ed,  if  the  principles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  iiad  not  been 
extended  to  them  in  the  manner  mentioned.  Ii  all  these 
propositions  be  true,  these  compacts  (adm.tting  them  to 
be  such)  must  be  null  and  voiil,  unless  it  can  he  shown 
that  the  United  States  have  the  constitutional  right  to 
hold  Und  in  the  States,  for  other  purposes  than  Uio.se 
enumerated  in  the  ConsiituUon  ;  and  upon  provmg  that 
proposition,  anoUter  equally  difficult  of  proof  remains  to 
be  cstubllshed  before  the  title  of  the  United  SUtes  to 
these  lands  can  be  made  out.  All  coinpiicts  between  so- 
vereigii  Slates  being  treaties,  and  Congress  having  no 
right  to  make  treaties,  it  must  he  shown  tiial  the  treaty- 
nMiking  power  of  ihe  United  States  was  employed  m 
making  these  compacts.  The  treaty-making  power  be- 
ing  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Constitution,  and  these  compacts  not  hav- 
ing  been  made  by  them,  they  are  void  upon  thai  ground 
also,  even  if  they  would  otherwise  have  been  valid. 

Sir,  there  is  another  vieW  of  this  subject  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. There  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  contain- 
ed in  the  deed  of  cession  by  Virginia,  which  rendered 
that  part  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  necessary  for  cairying 
them  into  effect.  The  first  condition  was.  that  the  land 
ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 
the  States.  Virginia  included  t  and  the  second,  that  tlie 
ceded  territory  should  be  laid  out  and  formed  i^todiatii.ct 
republican  Stitcs.  and  that  these  States  should  be  adm.t- 
teS  i*ilo  the  Union,  with  all  the  righta  of  soTereignty. 
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freedom,  mnti  Hulependence,  of  the  old  Statei.  I'here  vu 
no  limitation  of  time  in  the  deed  of  eewon  wiUiin  which 
the  United  Siatei  vat  bound  to  <lo  alt  thew  thin^  The 
ord'mance,  fixinp  ttie  time  when  theae  new  States  should 
be  admined  at  the  i>eriod  when  they  fihould  have  MXty 
thousand  n«e  inhabitants,  was  the  voluntary  act  of  Con- 
greu,  and  not  required  by  the  terms  of  tbe  compact. 
Before  any  State  formed  out  of  this  territory  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  Vii^nta  had  given  an  intnpretioQ  and 
her  meuungof  the  words  employed  in  one  of  these  con- 
ditions by  her  compact  with  Kentucky,  by  which  the  Ut- 
ter became  a  sovereign,  free,  and  independent  State,  and 
was  ulmitted  into  the  Union.    At  the  time  the  compact 
waa  made  between  the  United  States  snd  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky ftwmetl  a  part  of  what  was  then  lier  waste  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in  the  Western  country.    She  had 
commenced  appropriating  and  settling  tbem.   In  1789» 
the  Virginia  Legislature  paased  an  act  authorizing  the 
people  of  Kentucky  to  form  a  State  Constitution ;  by 
which  act  they  gave  up  all  the  unappropriated  land  witti- 
in  Kentucky,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  new  State  might 
think  proper.    Thia  shows  what  Virginia  meant  by  the 
condition,  »  having  the  same  rigliU  of  sovereign^t  free- 
dom, and  independence,  aa  the  other  States,'*  ecmtshied 
in  her  deed  of  cesuun  to  the  United  States.*  Because,  if 
abe  had  believed  it  consistent  with  the  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence  of  a'  republican  State,  ;abe  de- 
prived of  eminent  domain — if  she  had  thought  it  consist- 
ent with  that  equahty  which  ought  to  subsist  between 
riitsr  States  of  me  aame  Union— tt  is  not  pn^iable  that 
the  wndd  have  nren  to  Kentucky  land  wonh  more  than 
two  Bullions  of  <tolhu«.    But  Virginia  wasnotao  money- 
wise  as  tome  of  tite  States  are  at  the  present  day.  She 
was  not  disposed  to  deprive  a  State  of  its  sovereignly  for 
tbe  sake  of  money.  So  br  as  the  course  pursued  by  Vit^nia 
towards  Kentucky  ahowt  her  meaning  of  the  conditions 
oontained  in  \m  deed  oTceanon  to  the  Umted  States,  it 
it  a  good  rule  of  constmctien  i  for  die  had  then  no  par- 
ticular interest  in  tlie  matter  %  at  least,  her  interest,  if 
any,  was  the  other  way. 

Sir,  if  the  United  States  might  hate  perfurmed  all  the 
conditions  in  the  deed  of  cession,  and  chose  to  violate  a 
part  of  then^  she  must  abide  by  Uie  consequeitoes  {  and 
the  peoj^B  of  the  States  are,  nevcrtlielei^  entitled  to  all 
their  eonstitational  righta,  even  if  the  United  States  sImU 


hst  upon  him,  also,  the  guardiandtip  of  the  son.  And 
suppose  this  testamentary  guardian  and  trustee  vera  to 
say  to  the  vard,  when  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty  yean, 
(who,  like  the  people  of  Territorial  Government]^  would 
be  anxious  for  self-government,)  if  you  will  agree  never 
to  interfere  with  my  right  to  dispose  of  your  manor  of  C, 
for  my  use,  1  will  release  you  from  your  wardship,  ukI 
permit  you  to  do  as  you  please  with  the  rest  of  j^our  es- 
tate I  and  the  ward  were  to  ^^e  to  thispropoMtion,  and 
were  even  to  execute  a  release  to  the  goar^an,  the  lav 
would  pronounce  this  contract  to  be  void.  And  yet  this 
is  not  BO  strong  a  case  as  that  of  the  Territories  and  the 
United  States:  for  the  latter  (Ud  not  even  ^ve  the  for- 
mer the  right  to  decide  upon  tbe  proposition  of  yielding 
up  their  patrimony,  but  told  tbem  plainly,  you  dull  not 
be  enthleu  to  self-govemment  unlets  you  |^e  up  to  ua  aO 
right  to  tile  buid  which,  but  fat  this  aot,  would  bare  been 
tiieirt  I  and  thii  act  havingbeen  shown  to  be  utterly  vml 
upon  legal  and  constitutional  principles,  the  land  now  of 
right  belongs  to  the  Statesw  together  with  all  other  riglita 
of  sovereignty  of  which  they  have  been  thuaunconatitu- 
tionally  deprived. 

Sir,  huwever  important  may  be  the  quettion  of  pecu- 
niary intncst  involved  in  the  measure  under  discussion, 
it  nnkt  Into  inngnificance  when  compared  with  the  poEli- 
cal  prindple  Involved.  The  great  political  question  in- 
volved is'ihis  :  cait  the  United  States,  by  mere  legislation; 
by  treaty,  or  by  any  form  of  contract  witit  the  States,  »c- 

Jiuire  righta  of  tovercagnty  or  property  not  granted  to  the 
Miner  by  the  Constitution,  but  expready  reserved  to  tbe 
latter  ^  If  such  power  does  exist  in  this  CSovemment, 
Kbcrty  and  &ee  uovemment  cannot  be  preserved  by  a 
wrftten  Constitution.  All  the  checks  and  balances  ne- 
cessary for  tbe  preservation  of  these  vital  principle*  were 
believed  to  have  been  carefully  and  skilfully  interwoven 
into  the  very  texture  of  this  system  of  Govemment  State 
rights  and  State  sovcrngnty,  it  was  thought,  were  protect- 
ed beyond  doubt  or  controvert  by  the  lOib  article  of  the 
amendmenta  to  the  Constitution.  But  tlus,  aud  aB  tiw 
other  guards  in  the  Constitution,  may  be  idiandoned,  if 
tlie  pnnciples  contended  for  by  the  opponenta  of  this 
meaaure,  shall  prevail,  and  be  practised  upon.  The  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  tium,  »,  that  the  United  States  - 
can  contmot  with  a  State  of  this  Union  for  a  portion  of 
ita  sovereign^  ;  for  aueh  waa  Oie  contract  with  Geoigia, 


Ml    iBDOwiiiiig,  Ml  «  ^rcKk  ucgrcc,  a|r|jiJca  w  hhium    vi   WIK  auTcreiglliy  0[  ft  aCHC,  II  WOUlU  DC  eqUaUy  ValKl 

made  by  Georgia.  The  conditions  of  that  cession  were,  fm  the  whole.  l)o  the  friends  of  State  sovereignty  per- 
Uiat  the  land  ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  com-  ceive  that  by  supporting  this  doctrine  they  are  suatainiM- 
man  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included  i  and  a  principle  which  may  overturn  State  soveragnty,  by  the 
when  the  territory  dieuld  have  lasXy  thousand  free  inlwbi- 1  mere  operatiou  uf  money  appropriated  for  the  pui^Ukte 
tantib  it  WW  to  be  formed  into  a  Sute,  and  admitted  into  of  all  the  disputed  rights  between  this  and  the  StMe  Go- 
the  Union.  The  United  States  bad  all  the  time  from  vcmmentt?  Ifthe  interest  which  tbe  Uiuted  States  have, 
the  date  of  the  cession  until  there  should  be  sixty  thou- !  or  suppose  they  have,  in  these  lands,  has  such  an  iufla. 
sand  free  inbabitanta  in  the  territory.  If  she  billed  to  dis- 1  ence  in  the  determination  of  this  question,  what  may  w* 
pose  of  tbe  land  within  the  time  limited  in  the  compact.  \  not  apprehend  from  the  influence  of  interest  or  moey 
the  right  te  it  legaUy  and  Deceaaarily  passed  to  the  sore- 1  upon  oiher  questions  ?  Sustaining  this  principle  of  com. 


reign,  free,  and  mdepend^nt  States  formed  over  it  t  that 
being  tbe  legal  effect  of  the  contract.  Sir,  notwithsuuul- 
ingthe  people  inhabiting  these  Territorial  Governmenta 
had  no  political  powers,  they  had  political  righta.  They 
bad  a  right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  the  benefits  of  self- 
government.  When  tbe  Territories  were  formed  into 
State  Governments,  they  had  a  ri^^t  to  unconditional  ad- 
miarion  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
other  States.  These  people,  with  all  these  rights,  were 
placed  under  tbe  entire  control  and  govemment  of  the 
United  States.  Under  these  circumstances.  Congress 
could  no  more  make  a  contract  with  them  than  a  guardian 
can  with  b»  ward.  Suppose  A,  by  hia  wiU,wcre  to  convey 
to  B  the  whole  of  hit  estate  in  trust  for  his  only  ad^  to  be 
«anire}ed  to  him  when  he  iwrivcd  ttfiiUage,  and  to  «m- 


pacta  establishes  a  precedeut  for  bartering  in  sovfr^nty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  States  i  and  it  esta- 
blishes a  stiU  more  dangerous  precedent  ItisUiiB:'that 
the  ownership  of  huid  by  the  United  States,  withb  a 
State,  nves  them  the  right  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  pleaae 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Having  the  possession  of 
Uie  immense  revenues  derivable  from  commerce,  the 
United  States  may  pun^ase  land  in  any  uf  the  Statea  of 
the  Union,  from  the  fee  simple  owners «  and  when  thejr 
have  obtained  it,  may  grant  it  in  fee  simple,  fee  condition- 
al, or  fee  tail,  or  they  mpiy  leas*  it  out.  and  improve  It  in 
a^  way  they  m^  tiiink  pM^per.  They  may  make  roads 
and  UnaU  over  il,  buOd  hwwngrnnwdaetoriet « itt  abort, 
thev  may  do  every  thing  that  the  ietd  paramount  may  da 
With  hiauwn  domain. 
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QradwOien  qfthe  PMie  LmtU. 


[SENATR. 


Sir*  tMi  k  not  an  idle  ipecuUtion  i  this  principle  wtm 
dialGnetSy  reeojfnized  %  Cev  dayi  since  by  the  Senmte,  uid 
a  part,  at  least,  of  it*  ground  occupied.  A  bill  paiwd 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  President  ofjhe  United  Staiet 
to  kaw  out  certain  lots  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, for  a  term  of  years,  and  authorizing'  the  Pfesident, 
with  the  advice  and  content  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  an 
•gent  or  steward  to  superintend  these  leaseliold  estates  of 
the  Unit^  States  and  to  collect  ,  the  rents.  Is  this  not 
establishing  the  principle  that  the  United  States,  own- 
ing the  soil  within  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  may 
establish  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  the 
Cniled  States  and  Uie  citizens  of  that  State  *  Is  it  not 
estaUishing  the  prbieiple  that  the  United  States  nwy  im- 
prove or  dispose  of  her  lands  as  she  pleases  *  Is  It  not 
establishing  the  principle  that  officers,  for  the  superin- 
tendence siicb  affairs,  may  be  appointed  by  tlic  United 
Staleal  And  what  more  is  necessary  to  establish  the  whole 
of  the  doctrine  } 

Sir,  suppose  a  m^ority  of  Congress  have  in  view  some 
fiivorite  project  of  internal  improvement  within  the  State 
of  Virginia,  for  instance,  to  which  Virginia  opposes  her 
State  sovereignty,  may  not  Congress  past  a  law  appr»- 
pnaSitig  moneif  and  aumorizing  the  purchase  of  the  und 
from  the  fee  simple  owners,  fur  the  track  of  a  canal  or  a 
raad,  and  thereby  confer  upon  Congress  the  right  of  le- 
gislating over  it  >  And  what,  then,  becomes  uf  the  State 
eovereignty  of  Virginia  i 

Or  suppose  the  United  States  choose  to  make  a  contract 
direcdy  mtb  any  of  the  States  for  any  or  all  of  their  ao- 
Tereignty,  as  iriie  did  with  Gemigta  for  a  portion  of  hers, 
would  not  such  compacts  become  as  sacred  as  these  are  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Uissouri,  [Mr.  BAaToa]  in  his  speecli 
upon  this  subject,  dwelt  much  upon,  the  sacrednesi  and 
inviolability  of  these  compacts.  The  power  has  been 
denied  to  Cengress,  iiy  other  gentlemen,  to  pass  any  hiw 
eeotrury  to  them.  What  more  reverence  and  respect 
could  be  manifested  for  the  Constitution,  or  f[h»t  more 
obGgatory  force  would  that  instrument  have  upon  the  le- 
gisbUtHi  of  Congress  ?  Br  these  compacts  the  new  States 
are  reducetl  to  a  state  of  vassalage  t  they  have  bceome 
the  mere  feudatories  of  the  United  States ;  may  not  the 
old  Statea  be  reduced  to  tlie  same  condition  by  the  same 
meana  t  These  compacts  operate  here  as  constitutional 
law  I  may  not  other  compacts  operate  in  the  same  way  > 
if  they  may,  then  the  constitutional  law  may  be  clianged 
by  compacts.  Is  tlie  Senate  prepared  to  sacrifice  the 
Constitution  for  money  >  Shall  we  establish  principles 
and  prece<)enta  which  may  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
only  free  Government  in  the  world,  that  the  Treasury 
may  be  a  little  richer  ?  If  all  these  landa  were  given  up 
to  the  SUtes  they  woul  J  not  be  lost  to  the  United  SUtes. 
Wlwtever  adids  to  the  wealth  or  prosperity  of  the  States 
increases  the  wealth  and  prospenty  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  which  is  most  important  to  the  people,  tliese  lands  or 
the  Constitution,  money  or  liberty  }  The  gentleman  from 
Stissouri  [Mr.  BAiiTosj  sUted  that  tliis  question  of  aove- 
reignhroftbe  new  Staiet  was  one  of  no  importance  in  the 
eooMeratlon  of  this  measure.  I  liave  no  doubt  he  thinks 
ao  ;  but.  in  my  opinion,  a  more  important  question^  than 
the  one  real^-  ini%lved  could  not  engage  the  attention  of 
Congress,  however  little  interest  it  may  excite  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Inquiry,  however,  has  been  awakened  on  this  subject, 
and  it  will  go  on  whatever  may  be  tlie  fote  of  the  mea- 
sure under  diteoMioa  i  and  the  doctrines  here  advanced 
will,  I  trust,  gain  strength  as  the  inquiry  nrogreswa,  not 
in  the  new  States  only,  btit  every  where  that  the  subject 
is  investigated  by  the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  of  State 
sovereignly,  and  of  civil  liberty. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  these  lands  ougltt  to  belong  to 
the  old  States,  because  they  alt  contributed  in  conquer- 
ing tbem  ftirin  Great  Bribun,  or  contributed  otherwise  tft 


their  acquisition  t  that  the  act^isitioR  of  the  Crown  lands 
was  one  of  the  inducements  to  the  Revolution  t  dut  they 
have  been  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  4 
and,  therefore,  the  United  States  cannot,  in  justice  to 
themselves  and  good  fotth  to  their  creditcns,  relinquish 
them  to  the  new  Sutea.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  sue 
cessful  issue  of  the  Kevolution  did  not  confer  upon  the 
Urated  States,  as  a  Government,  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
renpective  States,  but  thst  the  States  in  which  they  lay, 
in  virtue  ol  their  sovereign^,  succeeded  to  all  the  pre- 
vious rights  of  the  Crown.  Such  has  been  the  opinions 
of  the  old  Congress,  of  the  Congress  under  the  present 
Constituiion,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  Crown  lands  had,  it  is  true,  some  influenee 
in  producing  the  Revolution,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  De- 
clmtion  of  Independence ;  but  it  was  an  influence  whol- 
ly adverse  to  the  argumentt  urged  against  this  measure. 
The  complaint  in  the  Declaration  erf  Independence  against 
the  King,  on  this  subject,  is  in  these  words:  **He  has 
endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  nf  these  States ; 
fbr  that  purpose  obstnicting  the  laws  for  the  natunlisa- 
Uon  of  foreigners  j  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
emigration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appro* 
priationa  of  lands." 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  this  bill  are  welcome  to  the  full 
benefits  of  these  complaints  against  the  King  of  Great 
BritMn,  and  their  just  application  to  the  existing  state  of 
things  here.  These  very  oomplainta  nu^  now  be  just^ 
urged  by  the  new  Sutes  agunst  tlie  Umtcd  Stam.  u 
there  not,  now,  an  attempt  making  to  discourage  or  pre* 
vent  emigration  to  the  new  States,  by  refusing  to  psss 
laws  for  that  purpose  f  And,  if  not,  by  eaiaing  toe  oondi' 
ttons  of  new  appropriations  of  landi^  the  same  effect  is 
intended  to  be  produced,  by  refusing  to  reduce  the  price 
tu  their  real  value.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  flnanees,  at  the  pre- 
sent  session  of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument  to  show  tliat  the  price  (rf  the  public 
lands  ought  not  to  be  reduced,  because  it  would  give  too 
much  encouragement  to  emigration  from  the  old  to  the 
new  States,  and  thereby  prevent  the  great  raanufactorers 
fhim  obtaining  the  kbw  of  the  poor  class  of  society  at  a 
citeap  rmte—HSre  the  Repmt,  pp.  24-5-6.1  He  admits 
that  the  population  may  be  mwe  rapidly  increased  by 
encouragement  to  emigration  and  agncultural  pursuiU  t 
and  he  might  have  admitted,  also,  that  the  bum  of  human 
happiness,  and  the  preservation  of  republican  principles 
and  our  free  institutions,  would  be  beUer  and  more  cop- 
tucty  promoted  by  the  same  means.  Hot  the  amount  of 
hisargtiment  is,  that  it  is  better  to  inmase  capitol  in  tiie 
hands  of  maniiftcturers,  by  compelling  the  poor  to  labor 
for  them,  than  to  permit  the  poor  to  become  landholders 
at  a  cheap  rate,  and  pursue  agriculture  1  although  popula- 
tion would  be  thereby  increased,  and  the  true  pnnciples 
of  Government  be  best  preserved. 

Sir,,  is  not  this  a  direa  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  through  his  Seoetuy,  to 
prevent  emigration  to  the  new  States  *  Is  it  not  the  di- 
lect  opporition  of  the  Executive  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment against  the  passage  of  this  bill  ?  It  has  been 
before  the  Senate  for  several  preceding  sessions :  if  it 
passes,  its  effect  will  be  to  encourage  the  emigtaUon  of 
the  poor  class  of  society  to  the  new  States,  where  tber 


these  great  benefiU  ( to  force  them  into  the  service  of  the 
wealthy  manufacturer  j  to  prevent,  ar  fiu-  as  possible,  the 
populaiion  of  the  new  States,  and  diminuh  their  political 
importance  in  the  scale  of  the  Union.  Have  not  the  new 
States  good  cause  to  Dtake  the  aaoie  eomplaint,  on  the 
subject  of  the  pubHe  lands,  against  the  United  Slat^  Uwt 
the  Mloniea  did  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain  t  But, 
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sir,  Ihh  attempt  to  ftrrest  einigmtion  to  ttie  West  ia  win 
and  useless  { the  tide  of  cntignttion  will  roll  t>n,  in  despite 
of  legislation  here,  or  opinions  expressed  elsewhere.  So 
long  as  men  »re  free,  they  will  pnrsue  their  interest  and 
happiness  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judg- 
ments. So  lone  as  the  lands  are  poor  and  unproducUve, 
and  agricnltural  prodncts  at  their  present  depresaed 
prices  on  this  side  of  the  Alleghany,  the  pour  will — nay, 
thev  must — seoJc,  on  the  other,  richer  and  more  fertile 
land,  even  if  they  a'rc  destined  to  be  tenants  there.  Xt  is 
belter  to  be  a  tenant  on  rich  laud  thiin  a  landlord  on  poor: 
it  ia  better  to  be  a  free  man  ht'tlie  Weal  than  a  ^ve  to  a 
manufacturer  in  the  East. 

'(*be  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BanTvii]  aaya  the 
effect  of  the  graduating  principle  of  the  bill  will  produce 
a  rapid  depreciation  in  the  price  of  the  public  land,  and 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  speculators.  I'be  proposi- 
tion in  the  bill  is  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  according  to 
its  quality.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this  proposition  danger- 
ous to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  unjustly  fa- 
vorable to  the  purchaser  *  There  are  millioni  of  acrea 
of  land  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction, 
and  would  not  sell  at  the  minimum  price,  that  have  re- 
iTiniiied  unsold,  some  for  more  than  twenty  years,  although 
it  lias  been  subject  to  entrj-,  by  any  one  choosing  to  ap- 
ply for  it,  at  two  dollars' an  acre,  until  1821,  and  since 
ttiat  time  at  one  dollar  and  twentjr.five  cents.  Is  not  thia 
BitiUolent  to  prove  that  such  land  is  not  worth  ■  dollar  and 
R  quarter  an  acre  P  Ifit  is  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quat^ 
ter,  is  it  wrong,  is  it  doing  injustice,  to  sell  it  for  leas  i 
If  land  that  has  been  in  the  market  for  twenty  yean,  had 
been  sold  at  first  at  sixty  <two  and  a  half  cents  an  acre,  ■  it 
would  have  produced  twenty-tive  per  cent,  more  to  the 
Treasury  than  it  would  now  if  sold  at  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter.  Calculating  the  mmple  interest  on  the  amount 
at  six  per  cent,  it  doubles  itself  every  sixleeii  yean.  Gen- 
tlemen say  that  these  lands  are  pledged  fur  the  payment 
itf  the  public  debt.  The  debt  is  more  than  doubled  by 
ihe  interest,  since  a  great  deal  of  this  land  has  been  i» 
the  market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  it  will 
kcU  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Is  this  a  judicious 
aystem  of  finance  and  economy  i  Is  tills  the  way  to  pay 
tlie  public  debt  f  I  cannot  perceive  liow  selling  land  for 
its  value  will  produce  a  rapid  depreciation  in  its  price, 
ilut  if  this  cnect  could  be  produced  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  the  lands  could 
be  the  subject  of  profitable  speculation.  Suppose  indi- 
viduals were  to  purchase  up  large  quantities  of  tlieae 
lands  in  the  expectation  of  making  a  profit  upon  them. 
If  aimilar  lands  continued  to  depreciate  in  the  handt  of 
the  Government,  would  not  those  in  the  hands  of  the 
speculator  depreciate  in  the  same  ratio  ?  The  longer  the 
speculator  held  the  land,  the  greater  must  be  his  loss,  if 
the  Government  lands  continue  to  decline  under  this 
i  ystem.  Therefore,  there  can  be  no  possible  danger  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 

Sir,  the  fKendsof  the  present  land  system  are  the  last 
that  ought  to  say  any  thing  about  speculation.  Who  is 
the  great  land  speculator  in  this  country  ?  TIte  United 
States  is  the  greatest  that  ever  was  in  thia  or  any  other 
country.  She  obtained  from  Virginia  all  her  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands  nortliwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  under 
a  solemn  pledge  to  sell  them  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  the  States,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  tlie  discharge 
of  their  war  debts.  This  was  expected  to  be  done  speed- 
ily, and  sovereign,  free,  and  independent  State*  erected 
liver  the  territory  ceded,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  suffi- 
cient population.  All  these  pledges  have  been  disre- 
garded ;  the  public  debt  has  not  been  discharged  by  this 
fund  (  the  Sutes  created  there  have  been  deprived  of 
their  sovereignly  j  and  now  the  Linda  are  to  be  held  up 
fijrhigh  prices,  to  the  great  detriment  oftbese  new  States. 
These  lauds  hare  already  produced  to  the  Treasuty  ap> 


wards  of  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  and  very  large 
bodies  of  them  renwin  unsold.  In  violation  of  the  Con* 
stitution,  the  United  States  purchased  from  Georgia  all  the 
country  now  forming  the  Stales  uf  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
which  had  previously  been  the  subject  of  the'  most  ftmud- 
ulent  syjrtera  uf  legisUtive  speculation.  They  paid  no- 
thing for  it,  but  promised  payment  to  Gemgia  out  of  lbs 
proceeds  of  the  sales  ;  compromised  with  the  Yazoo  ccmb- 
pany  of  speculators,  promising  payment  in  the  same  a*ay. 
They  issued  stock  to  the  amount  of  six  millionB  two  him- 
dred  and  fil\y  thousand  dollars,  called  Hissisnppi  stock, 
delivered  it  in  payment,  and  made  this  stock  receivable 
in  payment  for  the  lands  when  sold ;  thus  creating  an  im* 
mense  artificial  fun^,  not  bided  upon  the  specie  ca|Mtat  of 
the  dountry,  foe  tlie  purpose  of  ensuring  high  prices  for 
the  lands,  and  enriching  the  Treasury  at  the  expense  of 
the  atizens.  The  result  was  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed. I'his  Mississippi  stock  was  llirown  into  the  market, 
and  at  the  stiles  of  these  lunds  was  worth  just  as  much  as 
the  hard  dollars  of  the  plantei-s.  The  lands  sold  for  un- 
heard of  prices  ;  the  citizens  were  many  of  them  ruined 
by  tlietr  purchases  ;  their  money  redeemed  this  stoc^ 
and  the  United  States  pocketed  a  clear  profit  of  up- 
wards of  eight  millions  of  doilurs  by  the  B»le  of  much  less 
than  half  the  litnils,  without  Ui'e  advance  of  a  dollar  of 
the  purchase  muney.  And  not  content  with  wholesale 
and  retail  speculation,  they  Uid  out  towns  where  nature 
never  designed  towns  should  be,  puffed  them  by  thdr 
agents,  and  actually  descended  to  peddling  in  the  lots. 

And  now  we  are  told  ttiat  it  is  dangerous  and  immonl 
to  encoiimge  a  system  of  speculation  among  our  citizens. 
Sir,  while  the  Government  gives  such  examples  of  suc- 
cessful speculation  to  its  citizens,  they  will  not  believe 
that  il  is  demoralizing  to  speculate  in  land,  and  tliey  will 
follow  this  illustrious  example.  If  tliis  system  of  land 
jobbing  and  speculation  is  pernicious  to  society,  let  Ibe 
Government  flbandmi  it,  and  set  an  exam{>le  of  modera- 
tion, of  justice,  and  fair  dealing,  by  reatonng  to  the  new 
States  their  violated  8ovcri*igi\ty.  The  territorial  Go- 
vernments, within  which  the  Constitution  authorizes  the 
legislative  action  of  "nongress,  afford  an  ample  field  for 
the  operation  of  the  land  system,  without  extending  it  to 
the  States.  And  there  thia  graduating  plan  will  be  found 
highly  benefioal.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
BairroR]  read,  in  his  place,  ihia  morning,  a  statement 
showing  the  beneficial  elTettsof  a  system  like  this  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  There  it  produced  large  autns  of 
money  to  the  Treasury,  and  no  speculation  among  the 
citizens.  None  of  the  evils  so  much  deprecated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BahtokJ  resulted  from 
the  opemtion  of  this  system  in  I'ennessee.  We  may, 
theK-fore,  fairly  conclude  they  will  not  happen  to  the 
United  States,  if  we  adopt  the  same  sj-stem.  Another 
proposition  contained  in  this  bill  will  eflTect  partially  what 
the  amendment  proposes.  Afler  this  system  of  graduat- 
ing the  prices  shall  have  exhausted  itself,  by  disposing 
of  all  land  worth  twenty-five  cents  and  upwards  per 
acre,  the  residue  is  to  be  subject  to  donations  for  one  year 
to  actual  settlers,  and  whatever  may  be  left  after  thiaopc- 
ration  is  to  be  ceded  in  full  propeity  to4he  States.  Should 
the  amendment  be  rejected,  the  operation  of  the  bill 
would,  within  some  reasonable  time,  give  to  the  Statea 
complete  Jurisdiction  over  the  lands  within  their  limits 
Admitting,  for  sake  of  the  ai-gumeiit,  that  tlie  United 
Statea  have  a  riglu  to  hold  these  States  as  \  a»sal8  and 
feudatoriep,  would  it  be  good  policy,  would  it  be  gene- 
rous, would  it  be  consistent  with  our  selieme  of  Govern- 
ment to  do  it  *  You  deprive  them  of  many  of  the  essential 
attnbntes  of  sovereignty,  control  the  internal  police  and 
economy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  independent. 
They  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  pegiiloling  the  settle- 
ment  and  improvement  of  the  country,  in  that  mode 
Which  might  be  best  calculated  to  promote  their  happi- 
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and  pttMpcrity-  They  »re  depnTcd  of  the  rerenue 
derivable  from  the  soil,  the  most  certain  and  available 
source  of  rcTenue  in  any  countty.  They  are  nibject  to 
the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  upon  sub- 
jects purely  municipal,  whicli  do  not  opeYate  in  the  old 
States,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  for  them- 
•cWea,  or  not,  according  to  tfaeirsaverei^  will  and  plea- 
sare.  A  majority  of  ConirreBS  represent  the  old  States, 
and  are,  of  course,  wholly  iiresponMble  lo  the  citizens 
of  the  new,  for  any  laws  they  may  choose  to  pass  on  these 
BUbjecls.  They  are  ig'noratit  of  the  peculiar  wantt  and 
wiabee  of  the  people  they  are  legislating*  for  i  and  when 
those  who  represent  those  people  bring  their  petiUons 
■nd  Tants  before  Congress,  their  stateroenU  and  repre< 
Mntations  trf"  the  aetau  condition  of  things,  are  often,  to 
tiieir  great  morUfication,  received  here  **  with  grains  of 
aDovance."  The  Preudetit  of  the  United  States  has  the 
dneretionary  powcrof  bringing  as  much  or  as  little  uf  the 
piibfic  faiod  into  market,  amiuailj',  as  he  chooses.  In  the 
cxercue  of  this  power,  he  may  give  a  preference  lo  the 
settlement  and  population  of  one  State  over  another ; 
or  be  may  testrain  the  settlements  entirely,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cMTying  into  effect  the  policy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  mention  these  as  complaints 
si^nst  the  Executive,  but  against  the  operation  of  such 
priaciplea,  because  the  same  result  migiit  lake  place  by 
the  ezeruse  of  the  same  power  by  a  majority  of  Congreai, 
and  the  people  interested  be  equally  without  remedy. 

SHr^tOK  L^tilature  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent,  taking  into  consideration  these  griev- 
,  aaccs,  addressed  to  the  present  Congress  a  respectful  me- 
morial, proponng  to  purchase  all  the  lands  within  her 
Emits,  tiiat  she  might  thereby  acquire  full  sovereignty 
within  her  jorisdiclion.  This  memorial  1  had  the  honor 
of  presenting  to  the  Senate,  and  upon  which  a  committee 
was  raised.  A  majority  of  that  commillee  decided  agunst 
•cUin^  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  the  present  so 
much  eologized  system.  If  the  United  States  refiise  to 
p«e  or  sell  to  us  what  we  believe  we  are  constitutionally 
estitled  to,  we  certainly  have  good  cause  of  complaint, 
and  will  continue  to  complain  until  we  obtain  our  rights. 

On  nK4ion  of  Ur.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  then  laid  on 
Che  table,  wiUi  the  understanding  that  it  shotild  be  taken 
up  to-Duarow. 

Tbcbsdav,  Mj.acii  77,  1828. 
THE  LATE  GENERAL  BROWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mis-  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  Gen.  Brown,  was  taken 
np  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed,  that,  having  ascertained, 
sfaortljr  after  the  death  of  Cen.  Brown,  that  he  had  left 
his  fiuiuly  in  a  most  distressed  situation,  dejiendant  en- 
tirely upon  connexions  who^were  illy  able  to  support 
them,  be  had  introduced,  upon  motion  of  leave,  the  bill 
which  was  then  before  the  Senate.  I  did  it,  Mr-  Prc«. 
dent,  (said  Mr.  II.)  under  the  conviction  thai  it  neither 
comported  with  the  honor  or  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, to  suffer  the  &mily  of  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so 
neatly  indebted  for  its  miUtary  renown,  to  retire  from 
oie  seat  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when  the 
T^cgi^ore  were  in  session,  without  the  means  of  a  de- 
cent  support.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  a  statement,  drawn 
up  by  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  General,  con- 
taimng  a  particular  account  of  the  situation  of  his  affairs. 
It  is  at  the  service  of  any  Senator  who  may  wish  to  peruse 
U.  Witliout  entering  into  particuhuv,  I  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  sta'.e,  generally,  that,  at  the  ctuse  of  tlie  late  war. 
Gen.  Brown  was  possessed  of  very  considerable  landed 
etates  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
inUtitMtbe  was  consjderably  indebted  in  part  for  the  pur- 
cboe  of  these  iand*.    Ke  believed  that,  but  for  the  crael . 


dlwase  under  which  he  so  long  lingered,  he  would  have 
been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from  his  debts,  and  pre- 
serve a  competent  provision  for  his  family.  This  opinion 
is  corroborated  by  tliat  of  others  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  General  Brown's  cii^umstances.  Having  little  hope 
of  beinjf  restored  to  such  a  state  of  health  as  would  permit 
him  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  his  private  affairs. 
Gen.  Brown  ^ve  up  his  real  estate,  to  be  disposed  of  fbr 
the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  A  part  of  it  still  remains  in  that 
8ituation,but  entirely  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  for  which 
it  is  bound.  Another  p^rt,  including  the  farm  upon  which 
ho  formerly  resided,  lias  been  sold,  and  the  latter  pur- 
chased by  his  son-in-law,  who  is  still  indebted  for  a  lat^o 
portion  of  the  purchase  money.  Besides  his  own  debti^ 
General  Brown  was  bound  as  security  for  a  comniderable 
debt  of  a  brother.  The  larger  portion  of  this  has  been 
discharged  by  him,  but  a  balance  of  some  thousand  dol- 
lars is  still  unpaid.  I  now  ofler  to  the  Senate,  [said  Mr. 
H.]  and  request  the  Secretary  to  read,  two  letters  from 
the  Physic'nuis  whoattended  General  Brown,  in  hisillnesa^ 
to  show  the  nature  of  bis  disease,  and  the  cause  to  which 
it  is  to  be  attributed.  (The  letters  here  read  were  flrom 
Doctor  Lovell,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Anny,and  Dr. 
Henderson,  of, this  city.  They  both  concur  injthe  opinion, 
tliat  the  disease,  of  which  thu  General  died,  was  produced 
by  the  sudden  suspension  of  another,  contracted  in  the 
army.]  In  addition  to  this  testimony,  [said  Mr.  H-]  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest  respectabili- 
ty, how  in  this  city,  [Governor  Cass,}  to  say,  that,  in  the 
year  1815,  General  Brown  informed  him  that  he  derived 
the  disease  under  which  be  was  then  laboring,  from  the 
wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of  f^iagara. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir  [said  Hr.  H .]  that  the  Surgeon 
General  asserts,  that,  if  General  Brown  had  lived,  and 
retired  f<om  the  .\rmy,  he  would  have  given  him  a  cer- 
tificate fur  a  full  pension,  under  the  existing  laws  of  the 
country.  There  is,  however,  no  hw  now  m  nuitenee, 
undCT  the  provinons  of  whidi,  his  Tamily  could  obtain 
relief  i  hut,  1  rely  with  confidence,  that  it  will  not  be 
withheld,  as  the  principle  upon  which  it  can  be  support- 
ed, strictly  accords  with  those  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  heretofore  acted.  I  can  say  witli  truth,  Mr. 
President,  [said  Mr.  fl.]  that  I  would  be  one  of  the  but 
men  who  would  introduce  into  this  country  that  system 
of  rinecurei  and  pensions  which  has  produced  so  much 
misery  in  another  quarter  of  tlie  globe,  and  which,  more, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  bnguage 
of  our  great  countryman,  Mr.  Jefferson,  **The  European 
laborer  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  and  moistens  his  bread 
with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.'*  There  is,  however,  no 
danger  of  this  as  lung  as  our  free  institutions  remain  :  as 
long  as  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  consists  of 
the  real  Representatives  of  the  People,  and  this  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  SUte  authorities,  themselves  faMy 
and  freely  chosen  by  their  fellow-citizens.  Public  opini- 
on will  always  interpose  an  effectual  check  to  exorbitant 
expenditures  of  the  common  treasure,  or  to  any  which  is 
not  strictly  compatible  with  the  genius  of  Republican  iio- 
vemment.  Our  pension  laws  exhibit  nothing  which  is  at 
variance  with  these  principles ;  nothing  which  a  (i%e  coun- 
trjr  should  blush  to  own.  They  contain  moderate  appro- 
priations, as  a  requiUl  for  distinguished  services  and  suf- 
ferings in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  tlie  people. 

As  yet,  nr,  public  opinion  is  hir  in  advance  of  the  Le- 
gislature, upon  subjects  of  this  kind.  As  far  as  my  ob- 
servation has  extended,  no  appropriation  of  money,  for 
any  object,  is  viewed  with  such  decided  approbation,  by 
the  American  People,  as  those  of  the  chi>racter  coar 
templated  hy  the  present  bill.  Where  was  any  mea- 
sure b«led  with  more  joy  and  satisfaction  throughout 
the  whole  Union,  than  that  which  provided  for  the  ease 
and  comfort  of  the  indigent  soldiers  of  the  Revolution' 
I  had  the  honor,  about  the  MUne  period,  to  introduce  into 
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the  other  branch  of  the  LegisUture,  uF  which  I  wu  then 
a  member,  a  bill  to  extend  the  pensiona  granted  to  the 
widows  and  on>hans  of  those  who  fell  in  the  latewar,  to 
an  additional  period  of  fiy«  jrear^  and  I  can  «/,  with 
iMith,  that  no  act  of  my  political  life  ever  receired  more 
decided  approbation  from  my  constituents. 

The  groundB,  [said  Mr.  H.]  upon  which  I  support  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  are  those  of  moral  obligation 
and  correct  policy.  I  ami>emiaded,  Mr.  President,  that 
Uiere  is  not  a  Senator  within  this  Hall,  who.  placed  in  the 
nme  situation  with  regard  to  other  individuals  as  this  Go- 
vernment stands  in  relation  to  the  family  of  Gen.  Brown,' 
that  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  wai  bound,  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  provide  for  them  a  decent  and  comfortable  sup- 
port. An  old  and  faithful  servant,  whose  best  days  have 
been  spent  in  your  service  i  who  has  received,  on  his 
owQ  manly  bosom,  the  missiles  aimed  at  your  life  ;  and, 
in  your  id)scnce,  protected  your  proper^  from  being 
plundered  and  your  fiimily  from  didicHror,  diesofadia* 
ease  incident  to  his  employment.  Is  tliere  a  person 
within  the  reach  of  my  vpice  who  would  abandon  the 
family  of  one  by  whom  he  had  been  thus  faithfully  serv- 
ed, to  ^the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  if  he  possessed 
the  means  of  relieving  them  >  No :  I  am  persuaded  there 
is  none.  But  I  may  he  told,  tliat  it  is  the  money  of  the 
Peoi>le  wbidi  we  are  now  called  upon  to  disburse,  and 
that  it  was  placed  under  our  control  for  no  such  purpose  ; 
tliat  we  should  be  generous  with  our  own,  but  not  with 
tlie  funds  of  our  constituents.  But,  6ir,  if  I  am  correct 
in  Btippowng  that  there  is  a  moral  obligation,  upon  the 
part  of  the  nation,  to  make  this  appropriation,  who  but 
ouraelves  can  discharge  it  *  We  ace  the  Representative* 
of  the  People,  and  possessed  of  the  sole  autnccity  to  per- 
fbrm  their  obligations.  I  will  not  believe  that  it  willbe 
asserted,  that  the  piindples  which  should  govern  hon- 
orable men  do  not  apply  to  a  nation ;  that  a  crime, 
which  would  attach  infamy  upon  an  individual,  would  be 
considered  as  no  crime  at  all,  when  perpetrated  by  the 
Government  of  a  People,  wht^  individually,  profess  to 
be  honorable  and  virtuous.  But,  it  is  asserted  that  we 
have  been  fumislied  mth  written  instructions,  by  our 
cenatitueniB,  which  do  not  authorize  us  to  appropriate 
their  money  in  the  manner  proposed.  I  will  endeavor  to 
shew,  Sir,  [said  Mr.  H.]  that  there  is  no  constitutional 
impediment  to  our  making  the  proposed  grant ;  but,  even 
if  the  question  is  doubtful,  (which  I  most  poutively  deny) 
there  is  one  mode  of  setiling  it  to  which  I  always  delight 
to  refer,  and  which,  under  any  circumstances,  would  put 
an  end  to  my  doubts.  Apply,  Sir,  to  tlie  pUin,  honest, 
nnsopliistieatcd  opinions  of  the  American  People.  Fol- 
low the  family  of  General  Brown  to  their  home — ng,  Sir, 
they  have  no  liome — not  a  spot  of  earth  upon  the  globe 
which  they  can  call  their  own.  Follow  them  to|thc  place 
of  retirement  provided  by  a  friend,  and,  as  you  marchalong, 
inquire  of  every  fiknner  or  meclianic  you  may  meet,  wheth- 
er the  proposed  appropriation  shall  be  made,  or  net  t 
and  if  ninety-nine  out  of  an  hundred  should  not  tell  you 
to  make  it,  then  1  will  acknowledge  that  I  am  ignorant  of 
Uie  character  of  the  American  People. 

But,  let  us,  Sir,  take  a  glance  at  the  Constitution, 
and  see  what  power  it  has  given  us  to  act  in  this  matter. 
By  that  instrument.  Congress  is  authorized  "to  raise 
and  support  armies,  and  nuke  rules  for  their  govern- 
menL"  Under  this  authority,  we  have  raised  and 
supported  armies,  and  have  established  severe  niles  for 
their  government.  Pur  what  purpose,  but  by  rigid  dis- 
cipline, to  make  them  efficient?  And  is  the  power  giv- 
en to  produce  tliis  efficiency  by  punishment,  by  tor- 
ture, and  by  death  ;  and  tliat  which  is  more  efliectual, 
and  which  operates  upon  the  mind  of  the  soldier,  which 
elevates,  and  ennobles  his  character,  withheld^  If  this 
is  so,  what  ignorance  of  the  character  of  our  nee  does 
It  muiifeat  upon  the  partofthoK  who  framed  our  Con- 


stitution. The  effect  of  rewards  in  producing  hermc 
achievements  is  so  well  understood,  even  in  govern- 
ments founded  upon  principles  opponte  to  outs,  that 
the^  have  been  denominated  *■  the  cheap  defence  of 
nauons.'*  But,  Sir,  this  principle  is  not  new  to  na. 
We  have  always  acted  upon  it.  Our  statute  books  are 
full  of  laws  of  that  cliaracter.  Nor  are  they  confined  to 
rewards  be&towed  upon  the  individual  who  has  serv- 
ed. His  widowed  wife  and  orplutn  children  have  receiv- 
ed the  public  bounty,  and,  I  presume,  not  solely  with  a 
view  to  pay  a  debt  m  gratitude,  but  to  sttfflulate  others 
to  the  performance  oThcnHC  deeds.  And  I  most  Mn- 
cerely  pity  the  man  who  does  not  believe  that  it  is  ths 
most  effectual  means  that  have  ever  been  used  for  that 
purpose.  I  have,  Mr.  Prendent.  [  said  Mr.  H.]  high  au- 
thority for  this  assertion.  It  is  in  the  example  set  us 
by  a  country,  which,  of  all  others,  more  nearly  vesem- 
Med  our  own  ip  the  prinaples  of  its  Government  1  al- 
lude. Sir,  to  tiieltepublic  of  Athens.  If  we  inquire  in- 
to the  csBse  of  the  wonderful  power  possessed  by  this 
little  State,  whose  territory  is  scarcely  discernible  by 
the  naked  eye  upon  an  ordinary  map  of  the  world — if 
we  ask  by  what  magic  such  wonders  were  accompGabed 
upon  the  fields  of  Marstlion  and  PlatKa,  and  we  refer 
to  her  own  citizens  for  an  explanation,  the  wisest  nnd 
best  amon^t  them  would  point  to  an  institution  of  a 
character  similar  to  that  of  the  bill  befim  ^ou.  They 
will  inform  you  that  the  gloiy  of  Athens,  as  immortal  as 
the  rock  of  her  Acropolis,  was  founded  upon  that  insti- 
tution whicli  claimed  the  sons  of  those  who  had  fallen 
in  battle  as  the  adopted  children  of  their  countiy. 

[Mr.  H.  here  raid,  from  the  history  of  Thucydides.  - 
the  concluding  part  of  the  speech  of  Pericles  at  the  fu* 
neral  of  those  Athenians  who  fell  in  the  first  campaign 
of  the  Peloponnesian  war,in  whtcli  he  says,  speaking  of  the 
law  which  adopted  and  educated,  as  the  children  of  the 
State,  the  sons  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  battle,  **  for, 
wherever  the  greatest  rewards  are  proposed  for  vir- 
tue, there  the  best  of  patriots  are  ever  to  be  found.  **) 

But,  Sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  have  a  better  authority  even 
tlian  Pericles.  Aristides,  the  just  and  virtuous  Aria- 
tides,  the  able  General,  accomplished  statesman,  and 
economical  superintendent  of  the  finances — he  lias  pro- 
nounced that  the  law  of  Solon,  which  enjoined  it  upon 
Uie  State  to  educate  and  support  the  children  of  those 
who  had  died  for  their  counttr,  was,  from  the  effects 
which  it  had  produced,  the  pride  and  boast  of  Athen.^. 
**  She  alone  of  all  the  nations  had  the  sanity  to  adofkt, 
and  the  firmness  to  adhere  to  an  institution  which  hftd 
rendered  her  armies  invincible.'*  [Mr.  H.  here  read  m. 
passage,  from  Stanley's  life  of  Solon,  of  a  speech  of  Arle- 
tides,  preserved  by  the  andient  historian  Laertes,  to  con- 
firm his  statement,  and  thus  concluded.]  Let  us  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, [said  Mr.H.]  at  however  humble  distance,  follow 
the  example  set  us  by  this  far-famed  Bepnblic  Contri- 
bute something  from  the  pubUc  Tressotr  to  educate  the 
childreu  of  the  gallant  General  whom  «e  hare  -lost. 
Your  money  will  not  be  thrown  away.  In  your  future 
wars  it  will  produce  to  you  a  rich  return.  Other_BrowT»« 
will  arise  i  like  him  will  conquer  i  and,  like  him,  if  neces- 
sary, die  for  their  countiy. 

Mr.  CUANDLER  said,  that  he  was  fully  aware  offbe 
delicacy  of  the  case  and  the  danger  there  was  in  oppasin|p 
iL  lie  was  willing  to  do  justice  to  Mrs.  Brown,  but  ha 
thoi^t,  to  pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  pen- 
sion system,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  aaVl 
he  was  unfriendly.  Bow  many  wounded  soldicn  were 
there  under  Gen.  Brown,  for  whom  no  provinon  liad  been 
made  ?  This  was,  he  conceived,  but  a4>eginning,  and 
he  was  averse  to  going  into  any  penuon  sj'stem  whmt- 
ever.  If  a  sum  ofmoney  were  necessary  for  the  relief 
of  this  lady,  he  bad  ratlier  that  it  sKoold  be  paid  by  the 
members  of  Coi^ress  themselm  :  smI*  although 
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very  thXt,  be  w«iuld  contiibute  his  proportion.  This, 
would  be~  his  own  ehuity  i  but  he  tlid  not  think  he  wu 
muthorized  to  lake  the  money  out  ofthe  public  Treasury, 
and  Ux  the  very  men,  and  their  chiklren,  who  had  con- 
tnteted  the  nine  cKaease  in  the  sanne  lerrice.  He  knew 
it  wu  not  popular  to  oppose  a  ersnt  for  <  female;  but 
be  could  not,  consistently  with  his  own  feelings,  vote  for 
audi  a  meaaure. 

Mr.  NOBLE  Mid.  that  he  objected  to  Uie  bill.  When 
be  was  in  the  western  country,  he  heard  the  epithet 
Military  Chieftain  at  every  corner.  When  1  hear,  said 
Mr.  N.,  the  philanthropy  and  benevolence  of  the  coun- 
try called  into  question,  where  shall  I  shelter  myself 
from  the  imgutation  of  ilfibeiality  >  Or  when  a  military 
chieftain  is  in  the  case,  diall  crety  man  put  his  hand  on 
bis  mouth  and  go  home,  allowing  the  military  fever 
which  now  rages  to  consume  every  thing  ?  Are  we  in 
Bucli  a  case  to  be  treated  with  facts  from  the  hiatoiy  of 
Atbcnaf  Wby,  I  will  ask,  what  became  of  Athens  f  It 
became  a  tynimy  ;  and  so  will  this  Goremment  turn 
out,  when  once  the  Corjttitution  sliall  have  been  scorch- 
ed, as  it  will  be,  if  this  nulKlarv  plan  isptirsaed.  Gene- 
ral Brown's  socceas  did  not  fortn  a  debt.  If  that  was 
all,  the  preomarav  of  the  country  had  equal  claims. 
Their  widows  wtien  deprived  of  their  husbands,  felt  as 
much  aa  the  wives  of  officers.  He  objected  to  making 
dtatioctkms.  All  ought  to  be  treated  aUce.  When 
people  talked  of  economy,  they  ou|At  to  bepn  to  prac- 
tice it  herei  and  not  go  home  and  talk  about  it.  He 
was  wilBng  to  go  heart  in  hand  to  put  people,  when 
they  were  disabled  in  the  serriee,  on  the  pension  list, 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  a  measure  so  partial  as  this 
bill  proposed. 

Means.  CUANBLEB  and  BRANCH  having  ma^eaome 
inqtdries  as  to  the  pi^  of  General  Brown, 

Mr.  nAKBISON  said,  that  the  whole  of  his  pay  and 
aUttwances  amounted  to  6,700  doUara.  He  would  tute 
that  be  had  it  within  his  own  knowledge  that  all  tbit 
wm,  with  the  exception  of  sufficient  for  the  subsistence 
of  lus  fiuRufy,  had  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  bis 
debts. 

'Ute  amewlaeBt  offered  by  Mr.  HARBISON  wu  then 
■greed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  engnnmg  the  bill  for  a 
thud  reading, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  he  was  called  upon  to  reconi  his 
vote  on  this  question,  and  desired  to  sUte,  very  briefly,, 
the  reasons  which  would  influence  it.  Whatever  may 
b«  the  remit  of  diia  discusnon,  [said  Mr.  B.]  all  will 
Bfree,  that  it  becomes  us  to  conduct  it  in  a  mint  of  con- 
sKleiate  fe^ieet  far  the  sufferings  of  the  lAicted  hdy, 
who  is  the  object  of  the  benevolent  provtrions  of  this 
bill.  The  sorrows  of  widowhood  and  of  orphanage  are 
•cred.  I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  one  among  those  to 
whom  1  addreas  myself,  especially  thut  there  is  no  one 
who  has  permuted  himself,  for  a  moment,  to  consider 
ttie  really  destitute  condition  of  the  family  of  General 
wevn,  whose  feelings  would  not  prompt  him  to  alle- 
viate their  aufferbigt.  The  refusal  of  any  member  of 
i!™*  *°        ™»  *o  ^»  b>>l.  will  arise,  I  am 

sure,  from  no  indispontion  to  relieve  them,  but  from  a 
distrust  of  the  power  to  do  so,  or  from  a  belief  of  the  in- 
expediency  of  establishing  the  principle  which  it  pro- 
daima.  it  becomes  us,  then,  1o  examine,  as  calmly  as 
we  may,  both  the  daim  which  is  made  upon  us,  and  our 
own  poverto  afford  fhe  teKef  which  is  solicited. 

A  gallant  and  gifted  soldier,  who  often  perilled  life  in 
our  defence,  and  wasted  health  in  the  exposure  incident 
to  protracted  war&re.  has  been  recently  atimmohed 
nom  among  us,  leaving  his  family  in  a  state  of  utter  and 
hopeless  destitution.  To  the  desolation  of  the  heart, 
which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to  orphanage,  are  too 
wely  superadded,  m  their  case,  the  horrors  of  insUnt 


poverty-^be  idirupt  transition  from  comfort  to  want- 
it  may  be,  the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respectful 
gratulation  for  llie  chilling  condolence  of  the  world'a 
cold  charity — its  protective  kindness — its  supercilious 
sympathy.  The  impulse  which  prompts  to  the  relief  of 
such  sorrows,  is  innate,  instant,  impreesible.  We  can- 
not be  insensible  to  it,  even  in  the  cold  exercise  of  le- 
K^slative  power.  It  is  nature's  own  dictate  and  it  will 
be  obeyed,  unlt^sa  controlled  by  the  imperious  obliga- 
tions of  conflicting  duty.  Do  these  obligations  exist 
here  ?  Must  the  warm,  but  often  erring  suggestions  of 
the  heart,  be  restnuned  and  silenced  by  the  calmer, 
colder,  but  more  enUghtened  dictates  of  the  under- 
standing and  the  judgment  ?  1  am  ready  to  yield— it 
may  be  a  reluctant,  but  certainly  an  unqualified  obe- 
dience to  the  hitter — and  yet  i  wUl  confess  it— it  is  due 
to  truth  to  say  >o — that  I  would  not  surrender,  without  a 
struiKle.  the  conviction  which  I  feel,  that  the  vote  I 
am  disposed  to  give,  although  it  may  spring  from  the 
impulses  of  feeltng>  is,  nevertheless,  cunsecrated  by 
judgment. 

Sir,  I  had,  with  this  distinguished  soldier,  no  intims' 
cy  of  acquaintance,  and  of  him  no  particular  knowledge 
beyond  that  which  is  common  to  those  with  whom  1  am 
associated.  I'be  story  of  his  life  was,  indeed,  fanular 
to  me,  for  it  itIumineB  the  page  of  our  natiomd  history  ) 
and  the  glory  which  he  luul  carved  out  fur  himself,  with 
his  own  good  swcdd,  has  now'become  Uie  common  pro- 
perty of  his  countrymen.  But  there  is  little  need,  on 
this  occasion,  to  invoke  the  feelings  which  belong  to 
tlie  intimacy  of  frieitdsMp  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  would 
deal  with  this  matter  as  coldly  as  gentlemen  please— as 
a  question  of  power,  of  justice,  of  policy. 

The  moment  is  not.  propitious,  sir,  at  least,  so  ftr  as  1 
am  concerned,  to  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  mere 
power— I  do  not  propose  it — but  I  would  not  sbri'nk 
m>m  it.  I  can  ^Id  to  no  one,  in  the  sincerity  of  my 
diBp08itiol^  to  confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our 
Federal  charter )  to  preserve  inviolable,  and  untouched, 
the  rights  which  are  beyond  its  pale.  But,  if  there  be 
a  power,  which,  more  emphatically  than  any  other,  is 
given  to  the  General  Government,  it  is  the  power  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
It  is  given  genen^,  and  in  (JetaU— fully— freely— «Eio- 
lutely. 

If  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be  dictated  byan  enlight- 
ened poticy,  and  conristent  with  a  sound  discretion,  in 
^e  exercise  of  thu  power,  the  question  of  our  authority 
to  do  what  is  proposed,  is  at  an  end.  The  position  cannot 
be  maintained,  that  the  Department  of  tlie  Government, 
wluch  is  invested  vdth  the  waMnaking  power,  is  limited, 
ht  the  remuneration  of  miUtary  service,  to  the  simple 
fulfilment  of  its  contract  with  the  soldier.  AH  Govern- 
ments, in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  exceeded  this 
limit.  This  Government  has  repeatedly  exceeded  it.  It 
Iiabitually  acts  upon  a  principle,  which  transcends  it. 
What  is  the  principle  of  your  pension  law  i  Your  con- 
tract with  these  soldiers,  you  say,  has  been  |>erformed. 
On  a  recent  occauon,  you  have  solemnly  decided  that  it 
has  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  Whence  then  do  you 
derive  your  power  to  make  Aem  objects  of  your  bounty  ^ 
That  bounty  is  extended  to  the  wounded  { tu  the  relatives 
of  those  who  liave  fellen  in  batUe  ;  of  those,  also,  who 
have  died,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received,  or  casu- 
ali'Jes  encountered  in  your  servict;.  What  is  the  pervad- 
ing principle  of  these  acts?  What  the  motive  to  their 
enactment What  but  to  cherisli  that  military  ardor, 
which  leads  (o  deeds  of  ditvalry,  in  the  hour  of^ coming 
danper — to  nerve  the  arm  of  the  soldier  wlien  he  strikes 
for  his  countiy  i  Look  to  the  case  of  Penelope  Denny, 
sent  to  us,  two  years  since,  from  the  othec  House,  and 
passed  without  a  dissentient  voice  Tn  this.  You  gave  to 
the  rovUter  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died  in  yotir  dneiice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


537 


GALfiS      SEATON'S  REGISTfiU 


528 


SENATE.] 


The  bU  General  Brown. 


{Mabcb  ar,  1838. 


a  pennon  for  fire  yeu«.  Tou  have  provided,,  by  Uw, 
fbr  the  widows  and  cHildrcn  of  tboie  who  die  by  acci- 
dent! or  casualtiea,  (I  use  the  words  of  the  law)  occur- 
ring in  your  lerviee.  Gen.  Brown  was  as  emphatically 
.  aacrificed  tn  that  service,  as  if  he  had  fallen  in  either  of 
those  glorious  confiicts  which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

The  war  of  1812  found  liim  in  tlie  very  vigor  and 
spring  time  of  life,  rich  in  all  sources  of  rirtuous  eiuoy- 
ment.  When  dunger  came,  he  left  them  to  meet  it.  His 
whole  tout  was  in  that  conflict.  He  came  out  of  it  with 
a  brilGant  reputation,  indeed,  but  with  a  constitution 
worn  out  and  exhausted  by  the  rigor  of  the  service, 
and  by  the  wounds  which  he  had  received  in  your  de- 
fence.   He  has  lingered,  for  a  few  yeaj-s,  under  tlie 

1)ressure  of  the  disease — which  was  then  incuired — and 
las  finally  sunk  under  it,  at  an  age,  when,  but  lor  that 
disease,  thus  contracted,  lie  might  reasonably  have  cal- 
culated on  prolonged  life — and  while  be  was  yet  young 
enough  to  liave  provided  for  those  wbo  were  entiilcd  to 
his  protection.  Tohim  personaliy,youhavebeenjust.  Do 
not  be  unmindful  of  those,  the  remembrance  of  whose  des- 
titute condition  ga>e  Uie  keenest  anguish  to  his  expiring 
hours.  He  bad  commenced  a  new  year  of  service,  and  is, 
therefore,  entitled  to  something  at  your  hands.  Enter  not 
into  strict  judgment  with  the  soldier's  widow,  in  settling 
its  amount.  Do  not  let  the  ledger  of,  your  Treaauiy  re- 
cord the  exact  moment  of  a  hero's  departing  breath. 

Tou  are  asked  to  allow  to  his  widow,  ttie  compensa- 
tion of  the  current  year.  The  principle,  I  understand, 
is  habitually  applied  to  the  qiiarter.in  various  departments 
of  the  Government.  To  you,  it  is  a  pittance — to  her 
comfort,  it  is  all  important ;  and  you,  yourselves,  in  the 
morel  value  ef  the  principle,  which,  by  its  allowance, 
you  will  proclaim  to  the  fliture  defenders  of  the  country, 
will  find  an  ample  reward. 

Mr.  MACON  made  some  remarks,  the  commencement 
of  which  the  Reporter  could  not  hear.  He  said  the  peti- 
sion  law  ought  to  be  applied  equally  to  all — to  rich  and 
poor.  At  present,  there  was  a  systtm  of  favoritism,  not 
unliketo  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  constantly  refer- 
ed  to.  Every  seison,  some  new  cases  were  added  to  it. 
He  knew  that  the  feelings  were  always  easily  excited  in 
favor  of  the  defenders  of  our  countiy  ;  and  he  wished 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  them  all,  so  as  to  give 
them  enough  to  cat  and  drink,  aud  what  was  decent  to 
wear.  This  he  thou|;ht  the  right  system  to  equalize  the 
operation  of  the  pension  law  ;  and  be  must,  iherefore, 
vote  against  this  bill. 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  Mary  hind,  had  been  desirous  of  giving 
a  silent  vote  upon  this  subject.  If  it  had  been  a  pension 
that  was  asked,  he  should  have  objected,  fur  the  sume 
reason  given  by  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
The  shape  ^  tUe  b>il  h;td  been  altered  since  it  was  fii-st 
introduced,  and,  as  it  was  not  now  proposed  to  give  to 
the  widow  of  (>en.  Brown  a  pension,  and  would,  there- 
fore, eiublish  no  Bad  precedent,  he  was  entirely '  favor- 
able to  the  bill.  There  were  a  variety  of  cases  in  which 
lumilar  donations  to  this  had  been  msde  to  the  survivors 
of  public  servants.  Gen.  Mercer  died  without  property, 
and  the  old  Congress,  although  they  were  much  afraid 
of  a  i^stem  of  pensions,  passed  an  act,  nuthori/ing  his 
•on  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense.  He  beheved 
there  was  no  original  obligation  to  give  to  the  widows  of 
those  killed  in  the  army  any  relief.  But  it  had  been  con- 
sidered wise  and  expedient  to  do  so.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  scver»I  years  since  intnxluced  and 
carried  through  a  bill  to  give,  tu  the  widows  o(  all  those 
who  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  8e^^'icc,  a  remuucra- 
tion.  Mr.  S.  said  he  believed  the  People  had  always 
been  gratified  at  tbe  pamge  of  that  bill.    There  was  a 

R articular  cis«,  to  wliidi  he  mig^t  refer— that  of  the  farol- 
'  of  Cmntnotlore  Perry,  who  had  rendered  greatservice, 
aiid  fw  whcse  family  a  provision  was  made.    This  in 


stance  had  its  peculiar  circumstances,  and  could  ngt, 
he  thought,  extend  the  practice  in  an  ii^jurious  manner 
—and.  as  to  precedent^  we  hare  enough  of  them.  He 
thought  it  incumbent  on 'the  bachelet*  of  the  Senate  to 
support  this  bill.  They  could  not  reast  the  appeal 
made  by  the  widow  and  children  of  a  distinguished 
man,  with  scarce  the  means  of  transporting  them  to  their 
friends  at  a  distance.    He  could  not  resist  the  claim. 

Mr.  OH ANDJLER  asked  the  gentleman  from  Moivland, 
who  was  in  frvor  of  this  grant  in  ftvor  of  the  widow  of 
(General  Brown,  whether  the  Government  was  not  equal, 
ly  bound  to  every  officer  and  every  soldier  who  served 
under  him  *  And,  if  this  was  the  case,  were  Ibey  not 
commencing  a  q^stem  which  will  go  to  a  fitr  greater  ex. 
tent  than  they  could  well  calculate  ? 

Mr.  H  AUKI80N  moved  ao  amendment,  in  the  form  of 
a  preamble,  in  substance  that,  «*  Whereas  the  hte  Miy. 
General  Brown  died  in  consequence  of  indispontion  eon. 
trected  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  be 
it  enacted,"  &c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofKy.  objected  to  the  preamble  ;  but 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  the  practice  of  Con- 
gress to  state  in  a  bill  the  reason  for  its  passage.  He  apoke 
at  targe  of  the  share  which  females  take  m  all  the  anxie. 
ties,  cares,  and  perils  of  their  husbands,  and  sustained 
the  principle  that  no  greater  incentive  to  a  performance 
of  his  duty^  could  be  olTered  to  a  biave  man,  than  the 
knowledge  that,  in  case  of  his  death,  bis  family  would  be- 
come the  objects  of  the  care  of  Government. 
Mr.  HARRISON  withdrew  bis  amendment. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  offered  another,  of  a  simibir  nature,  to 
come  in  after  the  words  Major  General  Brown,  as  fol- 
lows :  Whose  death  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by 
a  disesBc  contracted  whik  in  the  service  of  tbe  United 
States,  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man  from  Kentucky  would  not  object  to  tliis,  as  it  did 
not  assume  the  fact  tliat  the  death  of  General  Brown  was 
so  caused.  He  offered  the  amendment  because  thera 
might  be  gentlemen,  who  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
yet  were  de«rous  of  limiting  umilsr  giants  to  cases  of 
death,  in  consequence  of  diKues  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice. 

Ur.  COBB  said,  that  he  objected  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  the  amendment,  because  its  object  seemed  to  be 
to  create  a  precedent,  on  which  future  applications 
were  to  be  made.  It  would,  theref(n%,  establish  a  prin- 
uple  to  which  he  was  hostile.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C  if 
'gentlemen  have  made  up  tlieir  minds  to  give  to  Hn. 
Brown  5,500  dollars,  let  them  do  so.  I  shall  willingly  be 
taken  to  task  for  not  going  witli  them.  He  could  not  bring 
his  mind  to  accede  to  the  bill,  and  this  amendment  made 
it  still  more /objectionable. 

Mr.  NOBLE  made  a  few  additional  remarks,  moat  of 
which  were  inaudible  to  tbe  reporter. 
Mr.BERRlEN  withdrew  his  amendment. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  cngrosung  the  bill  i 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of 
ftlr.  CHANDLER,  it  was  decided  in  the  aflSrmaiive,  fay 
the  following  vote : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batcman,  Berrien, 
Bouligity,  Chambers,  Cliase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hayiu-, 
Johnston,  of  Kentucky,  Johnson,  of  Loui^ana,  Kiuie, 
Kniglil,  M'Laiie,  Marks,  Hobbinf,  ,Ruwan,  Iluggle*, 
Santbrd,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  3mitli,of  Maryland,  lliunm^ 
Willey,  Woodbury.— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,UcntOB,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  King,  Macon,  Noble,  Parris, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Williams.— 16. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief  of  certain  survivors  of  tbe  Revoluiiun  ;  which  being- 
agreed  to,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  addiii}; 
two  sections,  to  make  provision  for  an  annuity  equivalent 
to  half  pay  for  life. 
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Mr.  W.  nnde  some  ftatements  u  to  the  effect  of  the 
■mentlmenls,  and,  on  Us  motion,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  bill  was  postponed  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PCBUC  LANDS. 

On  notiea  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  g^raduate  the 
ptfces  of  public  landi  was  taken  up,  the  amendment  of- 
feted  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS  still  pending.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  that  question,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McKlNLEY. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  spoke,  at  considerable 
length,  in  favor  <tf  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  briefly  replied  to  some  ofthe  areiunenU 
of  Mr.  JOHNSTON 

Mr.  DlCKKItSON.  of  New  Jersey,  observed  that  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  attempt  an  answer  tu  most  of  the 
•rpimcBta  urged  a  few  da;p  nee,  by  tiie  Senator  from 
ImUana,  [Mr  UmmicKSj  in  bvor  of  his  amendment  to 
the  bin  for  graduating  tlte  price  public  lands,  but  in 
evMequenee  of  present  indisposition,  sbouM  confine  htm- 
aelf  to  one  or  two  jMHnta, 

The  orifinal  bill  introduced  by  tlie  Senator  from  Mis- 
■oari,  [Mr.  Biwroir]  proposes  to  graduate  the  price  of 
pvblic  lands. »  that  after  the  4th  of  July  next,  they  may 
DO  eold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  )  in  one  year  thereafter, 
at  aevenQr-five  cents  per  acre  t  one  year  thereafter,  at 
fifty  cents  per  acre  i  and  one  year  thereafter,  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre  t  and.  that  the  land  which  shall  remain 
onaold  fbr  one  year  after  having  been  offered  at  twenty- 
Ave  cents  per  acre,  shall  be  coded  to  the  States  in  which 
such  tends  may  lie. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  HixdricesI  proposes 
by  his  amendment  to  cede  at  once  these  lands  to  the 
Stetea. 

Of  die  two  phuu.  1  certsinty  prefer  the  latto',  inasmuch 
■s  we  should  meet  by  It  immediately  and  without  further 
expense  to  the  United  States,  what  wouM  be  as  fully  ef- 
fected by  the  alow  process  of  graduating  and  offering  for 
sale  these  lands  for  four  or  five  years  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pense  to  the  United  States,  and  without  the  luast  benefit 
to  tiie  new  States.  On  the  contrary  it  will  retard  the  sale 
of  lands  in  those  States,  inasmuch  as  no  man  wilt  g^ve  a 
doRar  per  acre  for  land  in  18J0.  which  in  *31  he  can 
hav«  m  three>fburtbs  of  that  prioe,  or  fifty  cents  for  land 
tn  ^3S^  which  the  next  year  he  can  have  fur  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre  i  in  fact,  none  of  the  lands  would  be  sold, 
if  this  bin  should  pass,  till  they  can  be  had  for  twenty  five 
cents  per  acre.  At  which  price  they  would  not  be  worth 
ht^ng  by  the  United  States.  1  anu  therefove.  said  Mr. 
D.,  of  opinion  that  we  had  better  cede  the  lands  at  once 
to  the  State!^  agreeably  to  the  amendment,  than  adopt 
the  system  of  piiduating  the  prices  of  land  agreeably  to 
the  bill.  But  as  we  are  not  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  accepting  the  bill  or  Uic  amendment,  [  am  against 
both. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  nt-fiiRicKs]  grounds 
the  claim  of  the  new  States  to  all  the  lands  withm  their 
boundaries,  upon  the  generality  of  the  expression  in  the 
tews  admitUngthem  into  the  Union,  that  they  are  admit- 
ted upon  an  eq<ial  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respects  whatever.  He  asserts  that  **  the  equality,  so. 
vereignty.  and  independence  of  tjie  new  States,  require 
that  these  Sutes  should  have  the  free  and  full  control  of 
the  public  lands  witlun  their  boundaries.'*  that  "  the  idea 
^Stnte  sovereignly,  equality,  and  iiulependence,  includ- 
ed her  right  to' her  public  domain.**  That  in  seventeen 
States^  the  soil  belonged  to  the  States  themselves."  That 
without  these  lands  the  new  States  '*  are  little  else  than 
vassals  and  tnbutaries  to  the  power  of  tltis  Union  that 
th^  condition  **  is  one  of  abject  and  humiliatin|^  depend- 
ettce,  inronnstent  with  their  rigltts  of  sovereignty  and 
cqudfty." 

VoK.  IT— 3i 


By  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  year  ITUO.  StetM 
to  be  formed  of  ceded  territory  were  to  be  admitted  as 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States.  By  the  ordinance  of  1784,  they  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  their  delegates  in  Congress,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  SUtes.  By  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
they  are  to  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States  in  all  respects  whatever.  In  tul  these  or* 
dinancea  the  right  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  soil  in  the 
new  Stales  is  expressly  recognized,  and  it  is  expressly 
provided  that  these  States  shall  nol  interferi:  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  Congress. 

The  different  terms  mentioned  in  these  ordinances 
were  precisely  what  was  expressed  hi  the  first,  that  the 
new  States,  when  admitted,  should  have  the  same  rtehts 
of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States.  Vermont  was  admitted  in  the  year  1791,  as  a 
new  and  entire  member  ofthe  United  States.  Kentucky 
was  admitted  in  1792.  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
United  States.  Tennessee  was  admitted  in  1796,  on  an 
equal  fboting  with  the  oripDsl  States  in  all  respects  what- 
ever.  The  States  rinee  aomitted,  have  been  admitted  on 
the  same  terms  j  although  the  terms  of  admission  are 
ferent,  it  will  not  be  pretended  titaX  there  is  the  slightest 
difference  in  effect,  or  that  Tennessee  and  the  States 
since  admitted,  have  any  rights,  privileges,  or  advan- 
t^es.  not  granted  to  Ohio  and  Kentucky-  The  exprea- 
uon  tliat  the  new  States  are  to  be  adicutted  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever, 
does  not  imply  that  they  are  to  be  equal  with  the  original 
SUtei  i  that  they  are  to  be  equidly  old.  rich,  or  extensive. 
They  are  to  be  equal  to  the  old  States,  as  the  old  Stales 
are  equal  to  one  another,  as  Delaware  is  equal  to  Virginia, 
or  New  Jersey  to  New  York.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
upon  equal  fboting  i  that  is,  an  equal  bans  wl^  the  old 
States— and  what  is  that  basis  *  It  la.  as  expressed  in  the 
ordinance  of  tlie  year  1780.  the  possession  of  the  same 
rigiits  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence  as  the 
oUier  States.  But  the  gentleman  contends  that  States 
without  the  right  of  scnl,  as  asked  for  by  the  amendment 
tu  the  bill,  are  deprived  of  tlie  first  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty  f  that  seventeen  of  the  States,  that  is,  tlie  thirteen 
old  States  and  four  of  the  new,  possesses  this  right  How 
&r  is  the  gentleman  warranted  by  hcin  ? 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1779, 

ftassed  an  act  vesting  in  that  State  the  riglit  of^  tlie  Penn 
amily  to  the  lands  within  their  boundaries,  for  which  they 
allowed  that  family  one  hundred  and  tbir^  thousand 
poundi  sterling— which  was  paid  to  them,  and  the  trana- 
fer  waa  comioered  a  purchase.  Before  that  thne  the 
State  held  no  lands,  except  by  purchase  or  grant  from 
the  proprietories,  and  yet  Pennsylvania  waa  not  more  so- 
vereign or  indeiiendent  after,  than  she  was  before  that 
purchase- 
Massachusetts  held  lands  to  a  great  extent  in  the  SUte 
of  New  Ym-I^  yet  New  Toric  considered  herself  an  inde- 
pendent and  soverugn  State. 

Masiachusetts  now  owns  a  conaiderahle  portion  of  the 
soil  of  the  SUte  of  Maine,  yet  Maine  conriders  herself 
as  sovereign  and  uidependent  as  Massachusetts.  Is  Con- 
gress to  ptirchase  up  the  UassadiusetU  title  to  lands  in 
Maine,  as  we  purchased  up  the  Indian  title  tu  the  land* 
in  tlie  Western  States,  and  cede  the  same  to  Maine,  that 
she  may  be  on  an  equal  firoting  in  all  re^eoU  whatever 
with  the  original  Sbtes  ? 

How  far  the  other  Atlantic  States  arc  owners  of  the 
soil  within  Uieir  boundaries,  T  am  not  informed,  except 
as  to  New  Jersey,  which  never  owned  an  aore  of  her  soil 
except  by  purchase. 

The  p^itetion  of  this  State  durmg^  Bevolutionaiy 
war  was  rated  at  ime-twentieth  of  the  whole  i  ha  cmitn- 
button  to  the  ezpensA  of  carrying  on  that  war  wta  moro 
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than  a  twentieth  part,  for  ahe  waa  found  to  be  a  creditor 
State,  while  the  debtor  States  have  not  yet  paid  up  the 
balance  apainst  them.  No  SUte,  according  to  her  means, 
contributed  more  to  the  auccessful  prosecution  of  tlie 
war,  nor  suffered  more  by  the  ravages  of  the  enem)'.  The 
State  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  poor  and  e^austed  j 
and  has  been  obliged  trmn  that  time  to  the  present  mo* 
ment  to  resort  to  a  land  tax  lor  the  support  of  her  Go- 
vernment. Of  the  immense  amount  of  vacant  or  Crown 
lands  gained  by  the  Revolutionary  war.  New  Jerwsv  giin- 
ed  noUiing,  except  an  interest  in  the  lands  ceded  by  cer- 
tain States,  as  property  common  to  all  the  Stales — but 
even  this,  if  the  present  bill  pass,  will  be  taken  from  her. 

The  whole  soil  of  New  Jersey  belonged  toiffoprietors, 
who  were  purchasers  of  the  immediate  grantees  of  tlie 
Duke  of  York.  Many  of  these  proprietors,  ever  since 
the  RevolutionaTT  war,  continued  to  reside  in  England  t 
as  the  Penn  ftmily,  the  Earl  of  Perth,  General  Beid,  and 
others,  owning  nearly  an  eighth  part  of  all  the  unlocated 
lands  in  East  Jersey,  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  which,  in  that  part  of  the  State,  have  been  sold  since 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About  twenty  years  ago,  the 
proprietors  in  England  sold  out  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  chiefly  of  New  York.  Lai^e  tracts  of  unlocated 
lands  are  still  left  in  the  State,  which,  when  purchased, 
must  be  paid  for,  in  part,  to  people  residing  out  of  the 
State,  who  contribute  in-*no  way  to  the  benefit  of  the 
SUte:  far  ^tas  lands  have  nerer  been  taxed,  nor  has  any 
attempt  ever  been  made  to  tax  them. 

New  Jersey  has  never  appUed  to  have  the  proprietory 
right  to  her  soil  extinguished.  New  Jersey  has  never 
considered  herself  as  a  vassal,  or  as  tributary  to  the  pro- 
prietors, or  to  the  power  of  this  Union.  She  has  never 
coobideredher  condition  as  one  of  abject  and  humiliating 
depeDdence,  inconnstent  vrith  her  rights  of  sovereignty 
and  equaltfy.  On  tlie  contrary,  she  has  considered  ner- 
self  as  sovereign,  free,  and  independent,  as  any  State  in 
the  Union,  in  lul  respects  whatever. 

Yet  how  much  better  would  It  have  been  for  New  Jer- 
sey that  ber  soil  had  belonged  to  the  United  States.  In  thst 
case  she  would  have  been  a  part  owner  with  her  uster 
Slates.  She  would  pr(ri>abiy,  as  in  some  of  the  new 
States,  have  had  a  thirty-sixth  part  of  her  land  for  the 

a OSes  of  education  \  five  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  her 
for  roads  t  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  for  a 
seat  of  Government  t  and  twenty-three  thousand  acres 
for  a  seminary  of  learning. 

While  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  endeavoring  to 
make  the  new  States  equal  to  the  old  States  in  alire- 
spects  .whatever,  I  should  be  glad  if  lie  would  endeavor 
to  make  New  Jersey  equal  to  the  new  States  in  all  re- 
spects whatever.  If  we  are  bound,  from  principles  of 
justice,  to  cede  these  lands  to  the  new  Stales,  we  are 
equally  bound  to  refund  the  moneys  received  on  the 
Sides  of  land  in  these  States.  I'o  Ohio  we  ought  to  pay 
^HHit  KXtCBD  nuUioiu  of  deUank  to  other  States  unaller 
■urns. 

The  Senator  fWnn  Louisiana  [Ur.  Johhstok]  is  mistak. 
en*  if  he  calculates,  as  he  seems  to  do,  that  a  reduction 
in  t&e  price  of  public  lands  will  lead  to  any  con^erable 
■ales  of  the  poor  land  of  his  State :  while  there  are  many  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  fertile  lands  to  which  this  reduction  of  price 
will  extend,  the  poor  lands  will  not  be  purchased.  Ifthe 
price  were  reduced  to  twen^-five  cents  per  acie,  Uie 
poor  man  could  buy  a  quarter  section,  worth  but  a  qiuu^ 
ter  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  for  forty  dollars  i  but  if  he  could 
precisely  as  well  purchase  for  his  forty  dollars  a  quarter 
section  of  good  land  worth  two  hundred  dollars,  or  one 
doUar  and  twenty-fiive  cents  the  acre,  be  would  certainly 
prefer  the  latter,  and  the  pow  land  wouU  remaiiv  u  it 
now  does,  unsold,  for  want  of  buyers. . 

If  we  are  not  bound  to  cede  theve  lands  to  the  new 
States  u  propet^  wUch  bat  been  onjustly  detained 


from  tliem,  is  there  any  other  eonnderation  that  should 
urge  us  to  tJie  measure  ?  None,  while  the  new  SUtes  are 
vastly  more  prosperous  than  the  old  States  are,  or  ever 
were.  By  a  statistical  statement  I  have  lately  seen,  I  find 
that  Ohio  has  added  more  than  a  sixth  part  to  her  popu- 
lation in  four  years— that  is,  about  aeventeen  per  ceht.in 
that  time  {  and  that  Ahbama  has  nearly  doubled  her  po- 
pulation in  seven  years.  The  bistfiry  of  mankind  fumisbes 
no  parallel  with  this.  Although  the  other  new  States  hare 
not  been  equally  prosperous,  yet  their  popuUtion  has  in- 
creased beyond  any  thing  known  in  the  old  States,  and 
by  dmininr  those  States  of  their  population  as  well  as 
their  wealUi. 

Hessn.  SMITH,  of  Uaiyland,  HACON,  and  NOBLB* 
Allowed,  at  length,  in  oppouUon  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  HENDRICKS. 

FuBAT,  MaacB  38,  1638. 
KENTON  COIXEGE. 
l1ie  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  for  the  benefit  of 
Renyon  College,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  been  takes 
up,  m  Commitiec  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  CHANDLER  meV' 
ed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  providing  fur  a  similar  grant  for 
the  benefit  of  Waterville  and  Bowdoin  Colleges,  in  the 
State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that  the  bill  under  consideration  bad 
been  reported  upon  the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Ken- 
yon  College,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  of  the  Lept- 
lature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  unanimously  adopted  by  that 
body,  enforcing  the  application.    As  stipng  [said  Mr.  K.] 
as  was  the  claim  of  the  petitioners,'  thus  retpcctably  re- 
commended to  a  favorable  hearii^g,  there  were  oilier  in- 
ducements tu  be  found,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  ori- 
gin of  tills  institution,  andof  its  progress  to  its  present  in- 
teresting attitudct  which  had  operated  mure  powerfully 
upon  his  mind.   A  few  years  ago,  a  reverend  gentleinai^ 
now  in  this  city,  in  his  tiavels,  which  had  been  exlentave, 
through  the  Western  country,  discovering  that  the  means 
fur  education  were  not  commensurate  with  the  wants  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  that  great  region  of 
country,  conceived  the  design  of  establishmg  a  seminarf 
of  learning,  in  some  convenient  position,  upon  a  plan  aa 
extennvely  useful,  as  the  cheapness  of  the  means  of  sab* 
sistence  could  possibly  admit  of.    It  was  hardly  neces- 
saiy  lor  him  to  remind  the  Seii»te,  that,  in  no  counUy 
could  the  substaiitials  of  life  be  more  cheaply  obtained 
than  in  the  State  of  Ohio.    He  believed  it  practicable,  and 
experience  had  shewn  his  belief  to  have  been  well  found- 
ed, to  reduce  tlie  expenses  of  an  education  at  a  regular 
College  within  the  competency  of  the  great  bo<^  of 
the  &rmers  uf  the  countiy,  and  of  men  in  onlinaty  cir-  _ 
'  eumstances,  of  other  pursuits  in  life,  to  educate  theu*  pro- 
geny.    With  views  thus  beneruleiit,  this  pious  and 
learned  man  fBi&hop  Chase]  pn-ceeded  to  Europe,  and 
obtained  from  well-disposed  and  wealthy  indtviduala 
there,  thirty  thousand  dolUrs,  to  be  applied  to  tbts  ob- 
ject.   From  his  own  countrymen,  he  had  obtained  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  twenty-five  tl;ousand  dollars.    With  such 
part  of  those  fundd  as  was  not,  Ijy  the  donon^  designated 
for  particular  professoialiips,  a  large  tract  of  land  bad 
been  purchased,  in  a  centnil  and  healthy  position  in  Oliio, 
and  tlie  title  thereto  had  been  vested  in  a  corporatioi^ 
which  bad  perpetual  Bucceft»on.    Buildings  had  been 
erected  to  a  limited  extent,   l^ai^r  and  mure  commodi- 
ous edifices  had  been  partly  built,  and  must  await  the  fur- 
ther  aid  of  individuals,  or  of  the  6ovemment,  fur  their 
completion. 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  statement,  subject 
to  the  iiispeciioii  of  any  Senator,  shewing  a  failhliil  and 
economical  disbursement  of  the  hinds  received.  In  thia 
rituation,  tlie  worthy  gentleman  he  had  named  applied 
to  tlie  Legislature  of  Ohio  tat  assistanee.    It  was  neU 
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bwm  ttuit  (hmt  State  wu  engaged  in  a  great  and  ex- 
peaaire  woHc,  in  opening  a  canil  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio  Kiver  with  the  Northern  Lake%  which  re< 
fund  «n  the  dispouble  funds,  and  tluit  she  was  not  the 
fwner  of  m  foot  ik  land  to  give  away.    That  Legislature 
had  done  mi\  that  was  in  their  power  to  do,  in  eamettly 
reconiinendinjr  the  cause  of  this  inbnt  scmineiy  to  the  &- 
Torable  attention  of  Congress.    The  question  then  was, 
dioald  this  appeal  be  made  in  vain  *    Congress  had  made 
liouUr  grutts,  to  several  insututions,  for  the  mstnictior. 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  {  and  the  coiutitutional  power  of 
the  Gh»ernment  over  such  nibjecta^  need  not  be  dis- 
cuaaed.    But,  said  Mr.  R.»  if  this  question  of  power  be 
tandved,  it  will  not  be  diflicuk  to  place  the  subject  in  a 
p*int  of  view,  which  not  only  shows  the  right,  but  which 
ankea  it  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  make  the  grant. 
The  i%ht  to  "di^ae  oT*  tlie  pubJlc  lands,  for  the  com. 
mon  benefit,  embraces  tite  power  of  devising  the_  means 
of  Bkking  such  disposition  avaibble,  and  of  making  the 
parchaae  of  bnd*  more  deainble.   What  stronger  in* 
dacement  could  be  held  out  to  persons  desirous  to  emt- 
Ermle  aod  puccbase  lands,  Ihsn  a  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  means  of  education  were  amply  provided  for  in 
tbo  country  containing  the  lands  ?   An  individual  had* 
bjr  luivearietl  exertions,  collected,  in  a  foreign  country, 
■ad  in  the  Eaatexn  States,  a  lurge  sum  of  money,  and  bad 
expended  it  iq  permanent  and  useful  improvements,  in  a 
State  wherein  the  Federal  Government  was  by  fcr  the 
largest  proprietor  of  the  soil.    He  had  thus  contributed 
nater»lly  to  the  value  uf  the  national  interests  in  that 
State.    He  Iiad,  and  was  continuing  to  do  much  to  make 
Ohio  X  desirable  State  to  move  to  and  reside  in  ;  because 
he  was  fctJTSrely  contributing  to  the  conveniences  of  edti. 
nlioii.    Would  any  Senator  present,  owning  as  much 
vaeast  bnl*  in  any  country,  as  the  Government  held  m 
01^  hesitate  to  contribute  a  just  proportion  towanb  the 
expenseaof  «o  denrable  a  purpose  ?   Nay,  «r,  would  be 
aot  dieerlully  enter  into  a  contract,  beforehand,  with 
any  person  who  would  engage  to  do  as  rauCh  to  improve 
hs  prapertv,  as  Bi^op  Chase  had  done  to  render  desira- 
ble the   public  famds  in  Ohio,  to  grant  him  a  township 
of  the  land  t    Mr.  K.  said,  be  had  heard  some  apprehen- 
«ons  suggeated  on  account  of  a  supposed  connexion  be- 
0  iwcenms  institution  and  a  particular  religion  i  no  such 
fan  ought  to  be  indulged  in .   It  was  true  tiiat  the  pre- 
sent head  of  tbis  institution  was  an  Episcopalian  Bisbop. 
The  Corpofation  was  not  limited  to  the  uwtruction  ot 
youths  in  any  particular  religious  creeds,  and  was  no  for- 
Iber  Episcopalian  than  would  be  the  Government  or  Con- 
stkuUon  of  this  country,  should,  at  any  time,  the  President 
ofthe  UiutedStxtet  happen  to  belong  to  tliat  denomination 
efCAmtians.  Hie  whole  Western  country  was  greatly  vn- 
tmsted  in  the  succesrfiil  issue  of  this  application-  The 
sew  Slates  had  not  the  means  of  endowing  colleges,  and 
nuU  not  hare,  untU  much  of  the  public  domain  should 
become  the  property  of  individuals  wkI  thereby  become 
iriiiect  to  taxation.    Ibe  grants  heretofore 
CWtrss  fi*  the  purpose,  could  not  be  made  avaitahle, 
to  a  sufBdent  exteni,  for  many  years  to.,<=o"'«-  Jf* 
DtBtcd  states  were  the  landlords' of  the  soil  t  and  l>e 
SBted  that  the  high  obligations  (.fa  Government,  thus  w- 
tasted,  could  not  be  discharged,  but  fay  liberal  aiul  effi- 
dent  rrants  for  purposes  of  educaUon . 

Mr.  HUGGLES  saul,  as  he  had  presented  tlie  petition 
opoQ  which  this  bill  was  reported,  it  wtwld,  perhapn,  be 
elmeeted  of  him,  that  be  should  say  siwnethmg  m  expU- 
ni£«i  of  iU  object.  The  President  and  Trustees  of  Ken- 
TOD  CoDege,  have,  by  their  memonal,  respectfully  askert 
of  Co»rre«  to  gnuit  them  a  township  of  land,  to  aid  their 
Cflbvts  m  rearing  and  buiUing  up  a  seminary  of  learmnR. 
which  has  been  commenced  under  tlie  most  favorable 
aaspkes,  and  is  now  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.  The 
fkada  winch  have  been  already  acquirrd  fcr  this  object. 


have  been  raised  by  the  President  alone,  [Bishop  Chasej 
who  has  spared  no  pains,  and  omitted  no  exertions,  with- 
in his  povei^  to  duty  into  efTect  this  design.  His  great 
devotion  to  the  success  of  this  institution,  for  several  yeaiv 
past,  has  led  him'  to  make  great  sacrifices  of  property, 
comfort,  and  happiness,  to  attain  his  object.  He  hassuc- 
ceeded  beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  bis 
friends,  and  even  beyond  his  own  most  ardent  expecta- 
tions. The  donations  already  made,  in  Europe  and  in  this 
country  .amount  to  fifty -fivp  thousand  dpIUri.all  of  which 
are  to  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  this  insti- 
tution- He  now  asks  Congress  to  grant  one  township,  of 
the  wild  and  unappropriated  Und»  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  ftirther  assist  him  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
prsiseworthy  and  patriotic  undertaking.  Hr.  R  said,  he 
hoped  the  application  would  not  be  made  in  vain — he 
sincerely  believed,  that,  when  the  Senate  took  into  consi- 
deration the  great  and  unparalleled  exertion  at  this  dis. 
tinguished  individual,  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  of  morals, 
and  of  learning,  they  "would  not  Withhold  the  small  assists 
ance  asked  fbr. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  college,  for  which  this  donation  was 
asked,  is  siiuated  in  the  county  of  Knox,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  centre  of  the  State.  A  tract  of  eight  thousand 
acres  of  land,  very  rich  and  fertile,  has  been  purchased 
by  a  portion  of  the  funds  acquired,  and  on  tins  tract  the 
buildings  of  the  college  have  been  commenced.  Its  ccn- 
tral  portion  wilt  fUmah  equal  fecilrties  to  the  inhabitants 
of  every  part  of  the  State.  This  college  has  been  incor- 
porated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  the 
usual  privUeges  have  been  conferred  upon  it.  FwMB  mo 
rapid  progress  already  made  in  the  buildings,  its  entire 
completion  will  be  effected  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

Mr.  B.  remarked,  that  he  could  not  but  advocate  the 
present  bill  with  great  earnestness,  not  only  from  his  own 
conviction  of  its  importance  and  necessity,  but  from  othtr 
and  higher  considerations,  which  he  considered  impera- 
tive upon  him.  So  deep  an  interest  did  the  Legislattuw 
of  Ohio  feel  in  the  success  of  Uiis  instituUoh,  that,  at  its 
present  session,  resolutions  were  passed  by  that  body, 
with  great  unanimity,  instructing  their  Senators,  aod  re- 
questing  their  Representative",  in  Congress,  to  usethcr 
best  endsavors  to  piwurc  the  passage  of  a  law  granting 
a  township  of  land  for  this  purpose.  Under 
of  these  instnictions,  and  supported  by  the  just  weight 
and  chat«iterof  so  respectabW  body  of  men  as  com- 
posed that  Legislature,  be  not  b„t  «p«t  lucc^w 
Tn  the  present  application.  Why  has  the  Lee'*""*"^ 
instnict,^  their  Senators  and  Representatives  uponU^w 
subject  >  Why  has  it  not  granted  the  necessaty  aid  itelT 
Th;  reason  is  a  pUin  and  obvious  one.  Ohio  «  not 
owner  of  any  public  Und.  She  has  not  an  acre  to  pv*. 
The  Congwss  of  the  United  Stales  oosse^  "EJS 
power  to*dispose  of,  aU  the  public  lanis  J*^]^*" 
of  the  Statc^This  applicatioin  is  then  made 
as  the  great  landholder  there,  to  con  nbute  a  poft'""  «« 
its  fumVfor  the  purposes  of  education,  to  ^'^^^J'^ 
those  who  have  made  donations  to  thui  object,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  present  generation,  »n';f5^P^f ''y^n^ 

There  is  !idways  an  interest  created  in  the  pubw  ""nj 
to  know  something  of  those  who  devote  their  lives,  and 
thc!r  best  days,  for  the  benefit  of  others,  for  the  service 
of  mankiwt    Mr.  B.  «iid  he  would  make  a  P 
Intto  the  Senate,  of  the  great  and  extraordmary  ex- 
ertions  of  this  distinguished  individual,  to  "P 
College,  and.  when  it  is  considered  that  J'  f""  ^" 
much  it  cannot  he  thought  inexpedient  for  Congress  to 
r tmSg.    The  pHent'^thi.ini^Ojtio^^ 
nresent  the  Bishop  of  Ohio.    He  was,  formerhr,  sn 
KSial  Clefgyni,  leUled  asapreacbMio  the  city 
dPlS&.  cSnecticut,  byone  of  the  mort  respecta- 
ble  And  ^wilthy  congregafions  ia  that  portion  ofthe 
UrfJS   JS  hi  be^SSea  wi*  •  competent  .Mppoit 
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tlirough  lire,  irnd  desirous  t£  living  kt  cue.  in  pleuant 
an<l  accomplished  ■ociety,  he  woula  liave  remained  with 
his  con^^tion.    But  his  mind  was  of  a  biRher  older  \ 
he  was  desirous  of  becoming  more  extensively  useAtl  to 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  of  enlarging  tlie  sphere  of  hit 
benevolent  exertiorfs.   In  obedience  to  these  high  and 
honorable  feelings,  he  determined  upon  emigrating  to 
the  Western  counlry.    He  left  bis  situation  with  great 
regret,  and  Mmilar  feelings  were  mantferted  by  aR  bii 
fiiends  and  acquaintances  at  their  separation.    It  is  about 
ten  years  since  he  established  tiimself  in  Ohio.   His  pro- 
Ceauooal  duties  required  him,  for  several  successive  years, 
to  travel  into  eveiy  part  of  the  State,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State.    Here  he 
collected  the  dispersed  and  scattered  members  of  his  so- 
ciety, and  organized  them  into  churches.   It  wua  work 
of  great  labor,  and  required  liis  constant  and  unremitted 
exertions.    While  thus  engaged,  be  became  extensively 
acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  situation 
and  condition  of  the  rising  generation.    He  saw,  with 
deep  re^ct,  the  great  deficiency  that  existed  in  the 
means  of  education  ;  and  having  connected  his  destinies 
with  the  People  of  the  West,  lie  resolved  to  exert  all 
his  enei^s  to  collect  funds  and  establish  a  college  for 
tiie  purpose  of  instructing  the  youth  of  the  coonUy.  It 
WM  a  task  of  no  ordinaty  character  t  it  required  perae 
verance  and  firmness  of  purpose,  which  but  few  poMcss. 
He  commenced  the  work,  and  has  triumphed. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  object,  the  President  of  tliis 
institution,  a  few  years  since,  visited  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  soKciting  contributions  to  enable  him  to  build  his 
.  college.    He  bad  been  there  but  a  short  time  before  a 
great  interest  was  excited  in  hia  bvor,  and  many  of  the 
most  distinguished  personages  of  that  country  contribut- 
ed largely.  _  Lord  Kenyon,  whose  name  the  college  bears, 
took  an  active  and  decided  part,  and  a  similar  feeling  and 
sentiment  were  created  in  othen.    From  those  generous 
benefactors  of  learning  and  science  be  received  tliirly 
thousand  dollars  in  money,  book^  and  otlier  articles  ne 
cevanr  fbr  ■ueh  an  establishment.   Tline  funds,  so  gen 
erous!^  contributed  beyond  the  Atlantic,  laid  the  founds 
tion  ot  this  institution.   Nor  have  our  own  citizens  in  the 
United  States,  been  less  mindful  of  the  great  interests  of 
education.    More  than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  Iiave 
been  subscribed  by  the  People  ot  this  country.  The 
generous  and  the  patriotic  have  everywhere  lent,  their 
ud,  and  upwards  of  fifty-five  thousand  dolUra  have  al- 
ready been  realized,    liiis  money  has  been  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  land,  to  the  erection  of  the  ntcessary 
buildings,  and  placed  in  productive  funds  for  the  Support 
of  Pnrfessorshtps.    One  other  ^ct  ought  to  be  mention- 
ed.   Wtuk  the  gentleman  to  whom  reference .  has  so  of- 
ten been  had,  was  in  England,  many  persons  were  deu- 
rous  of  m»king^  bim  some  preseHts-~of  conferring  upon 
him  some  distinct  bvor8--a]l  of  which  he  declined  re- 
odnngtleit  an  imputation  might  reat  upon  himtliathi* 
object  in  visiting  that  countiy  was  fur  his  own  private  be- 
nefit, and  not  that  of  the  institution.    He  requested  that 
all  those  presents,  intended  for  himself,  might  be  given 
to  the  catue  in  wbi<A  he  was  engaged—they  reluctantly 
yielded  to  his  request,  atul  gave  them  the  direction  he 
required. 

_  One  great  and  prominent  object  of  the  President  of  this 
mstitution,  baa  been  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  education, 
and  bring  it  witliin  the  reach  of  all  chases  of  society,  to 
the  most  humble  as  well  as  the  most  wealthy.  U  must  be 
admitted,  that  some  of  the  best  talents  of  the  country 
Kretohefound  in  the  lowly  cottages  of  the  poor.  Every 
effort  therefiire,  to  fiimish  &cilities  to  this  cUss  of  our 
population  to  obtain  an  ediication,  is  <rf^  essential  impor- 
tance to  the  community.  The  whole  expenses  of  one 
year's  board,  tuition,  and  washing,  do  not  exceed  rixty 
dolbra.   Tbii  it  no  visionary  calmdaUon.   Three  yean* 


experience  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  this  fcct.  Wi** 
merous  applications  for  the  admission  of  students,  from 
diiTerent  States  in  the  Union,  have  been  rejected,  for  th« 
want  of  accommodations.  When  this  college  shall  haw 
been  completed  on  the  present  plan,  it  will  be  aufficicntlj 
large  for  tJie  reception  of  five  or  six  hundred  sludcnla. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  Uioughl  it  w»s  his  duly  to  give  tins  J*"^ 
history  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  tltis  insti- 
tution, that  llie  Senate  miglit  distinctly  understand  its 
claims,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  the  appropriatioa 
was  asked.    The  zeal  and  perseverance  with  which  thi» 
work  baa  been  prosecuted,  is  highly  cre<Mtable  to  it» 
founder  and  patron.    The  judicious  application  of  th« 
fiinda  already  acquired,  wiU  furnish  sumcient  evidmcs 
to  the  Senate^  that  any  giant  tliqf  may  be  disposed  to 
make  will  be  ftithfully  and  honestly  devoted  to  the  ^uaa 
of  litenture  and  floience.   On  thit  point,  Mr.  B.  m,  n« 
believed  no  doubt  was  entertuned  by  tlie  Senate— none 
had  been  expressed.    In  making  these  remarks  and  ad- 
vocating the  present  appropriation  for  Kenyun  College,  it 
is  nut  Inleiided  to  undervalae  other  colleres,  which  have 
been  established  in  Ohio.   They  are  highly  respectable 
seminariea,  and  have  been  conducted  in  such  manner  a> 
to  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  their  officers  and  upon 
tlie  State.    But  yet  there  is  roonr  for  others,  and  an  ho- 
norable competition  among  them  wiU  produce  the  mosfc 
salutary  effects  upon  the  community,  increase  the  means 
of  education,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  science.  With 
this  view  'jf  tlie  subject,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  leave  llie 
question  with  the  Senate,  under  a  firm  conviction  that 
they  will  be  disposed  to  pats  this  bill. 

Mr.  BBANCU  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground,  a>  b* 
was  understood,  ^that  it  was  a  sectional  institution 

Mr.  PARRIS  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  tliat  the  bill  was,  in  hii  opinion, 
founded  upon  important  principles.    The  great  landlurda 
of  the  country  were  buund  to  do  aomething  few  the  be* 
nefit  of  those  who  had  settled  their  domain  {  and  be  waa 
surprised  at  the  objection  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bkamcx.]    He  had  sud,  that  large 
grants  of  land  had  already  been  made  for  the  purt>oses  of 
education  in  the  Western  States.    But  thU  was  not  the 
case.    It  was  true,  that  it  was  part  of  the  contract  upoa 
which  the  new  Slates  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  that 
a  township  of  land  should  be  given  foT  every  milii6n  of 
acres.    This  was  the  founduion  of  two  college*  now  es- 
tablished  in  Ohio.   This  Und  waa  not  pven,  as  is  sup* 
posed  by  the  gentleman  from  Nt^h  CaroUna,  but  result* 
ed  from  a  bargain  mode  with  individuals,  and  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  settlement  of  thfc  public  lands.  Tlie  State 
of  Ohio  now  comes  forward,  and  asks  Congress  for  lltat 
which  any  other  State,  under  Uke  circumstance^  m^^t 
be  expected  to  ask  for,  and  which,  it  is  but  reasonable  to 
hope,  will  be  granted.    The  principle  has  been  mell  es- 
tablikticd.   Even  the  Crown  of  En^nd,  before  the  Rc- 
volmion,  mwle  ^iits  of  land  for  similar  purposes.  The 
State  of  Vii^inia  did  the  same  by  itentucky,  then  a  de- 
pendency ot  that  Slate  t  and  Massachusetts,  while  Maine 
appertained  to  her,  gave^  quantity  of  land  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  Colleges.    When  the  lands  were  granted  for 
schools  in  Ohio,  there  was  not  a  nngle  white  inhabitant  in 
that  State.  Congress  gave  this  small  portion  of  their  po»* 
sesatoi^  for  the  purpose  of  accelerating        sale  of  the 
public  lands  t  and  the  plan  had  great  effect.   It  waa  a 
bargain  in  wliich  tlie  Government  were  great  gainersi  for 
it  was  a  strong  inducement  to  settlers  to  take  up  new  land, 
when  ihey  were  secure  in  a  provision  fur  tlie  education  of 
their  children.   It  was  now  aiiked,  togivea  smsU  portioa 
of  bnd  to  establi^  firmly  a  respectable  aeminary  id  that 
State,  and  he  hoped  the  request  would  not  be  denied. 
Ill  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, as  to  tlie  oheapncM  of  caueatton  in  Ohio,  he  would 
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renKk.that  it  VM  cheap  in  the  lower  put  of  the  State, 
brinot  Htufbnnty  wis  non  the  w«nt  of  fiLciGtiet.  He 
wukl  nr  but  one  word  as  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tkniMi  frum  Maine.    He  wu  never  disposed  to  reject  a 
pnfOB6on,without  a  full  inrestigation  of  its  merits.  Ami, 
>bea  the  ^ntleman  from  Maine  riiould  bring  forward  a 
ptopoaidon  fat  a  almilur  donation  to  that  State,  he  would 
pnxaise  to  gire  it  a  cVispusioiiltte  examination,  whatever 
■■(fat  be  hi*  vote  upon  it  i  or,  wlier.  a  mmtlar  proposition 
one  {rom  any  ether  State,  he  would  |^Tc  it  the  same  at- 
ttation.   The  application,  in  this  instance,  was  not  from 
a  iodindual,  but  from  tbe  Leg^lature  of  the  State  of 
<Aio,  vluch  he  thought  gave  it  a  claim  to  much  addition- 
•1  wt^t.    Tlie  State  of  Uaine  was  differently  situated. 
^  Okd  already  received  donations  of  Urge  quantities  <^ 
hod,  fcr  the  purpose*  of  education.    Their  colleges  and 
■ohooh  were  or^ganized  and  flouriiMpg  {  and  he  tbougbt, 
tbeicCbre^  that  a  proposition  for  a  donation  of  land  to  that 
State  otight  not  to  be  brought  in  to  interfere  with  the 
pansgc  of  the  pretent  bill,  which  was  based  on  other  cir- 
coaaUncea  and  conuderations. 

Mr.  CH&MDLRR  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  Ud  cgnsiderable  stresson  tlie  ^cU  that  eertun  wild 
iMMto  had  been  gianted  to  the  State  of  Maine,  for  the  be- 
■efoofaehool*.  And  how  did  she  obtain  them?  She 
foM^t  for  them — and  more,  she  foogitt  for,  and  assisted 
to  oonqner,  the  aanie  lands  of  which  tbe  gentleman  from 
O^o  speaka  And  when  tbe  lands  are  to  be  given  away, 
the  hnda  which  constituted  a  fund  for  tlie  general  bene- 
fc— *«•  it  to  be  considered  so  very  extraordinary,  fyr  the 
S^te  of  Maine  to  ask  for  a  share  in  the  donation?  He 
cvtBtnljr  ^d  not  pereeive  that  it  wai  unreaaouble  to  make 
the  notion  which  he  had  presented. 

M^.  KANE  Mid,  that  the  bill  was  eztreroeir  embuniss* 
ed  by  tbe  ameodnent  offered  bj^  the  gentleman  from 
••■nt,  and  more  espedalty  coming  from  a  Senator  ftom 
the  Stale.    When  the  other  States  surrendered  their 
bads  to  the  General  Oorcmment,  Massachusetts  re- 
t«ined  hcnw  awt  when  the  State  of  Maine  was  admitted 
iofta  Ihe  JJman,  MasaachuaeCtt  divided  tbe  wild  lands  with 
her.  So  that  thia  proposition  shews  that,  not  content  with 
ber  share  of  Msaiacbusetts'  Ian  J9,^e  now  asks  fur  a  share 
at  the  lands  formerly;  owned  by  Vitginia.    The  demand, 
■e  tfaoogfat,  an  unfair  and  unjust  one  t  add  be  hoped  tbe 
™*^»eat  would  not  prevail 

Mr.  PABRIS  8aid,'that,  in  reply  to  the  miggestioiw 
of  the^ntleaanfiromNonh  Caroltpa,  he  would  sUte, 
'hst  both  tbe  CoUcigeaitt  Maine,  to  wUeh  a  grant  is  pro- 
P*>o*d  by  the  amendment,  are  ehart«ed  institutions  * 
each  bemy  nnder  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Trustees^  per. 
petoal  in  its  doratioi^  in  which  are  vested  all  the  lands, 
Md  other  property,  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertain- 
n^jdbereto.   They  are  not  incorporatea  as  sectarian  ih- 
^ntiim,  no  oartieular  religious  oreed  bein^  required, 
•7  dtaiter  or  by  law,  as  a  neceasuy  qualification  we  their 
^Msident^  Professors,  ae  other  otncera.    Gentlemen  of 
Jfeieirt.  reEgioua  sentiments  constitute  their  Boards  of 
TnMees»  and  students  of  eveiy  relifrious  dehomination 
■ve  iadiaenminately  admitted.    A  donation,  therefore, 
gnnted  under  such  circumstances,  would  not  enure  for  the 
benefit  ef  any  particular  individual  or  religious  seot,or  even 
eadaaively  fat  the  State,  but  for  all  who  ma^  hereafter 
lM*e  nrfasinn  to  resort  thither  for  the  benefit  of  inslruetirai. 
The  lotiaHlion  of  the  Senator  fnHB  Ohio,  that  the  ameitd- 
veot  has  been  offered  fitr  ibe  pt^ose  of  embarraaring 

I the  progrcai  of  die  bill,  is  most  assuredly  erroneous. 
The  Sewte  eould  find  another,  and  undoubtedly  a  auHi. 
cint  reason  for  the  propoailion  to  amend.  The  public 
*>ads  iMve  become  a  fund,  upon  which  all  who  are  seek- 
ing forgranta,  either  for  charitable,  benevolent,  or  local 
|«rpoK%  seem  anxious  to  dr^w.  Applications  for  these 
■ads  IbraiM^  (Ejects,  have  been  incraasinc  from  year 
i>  year,  until  now  the  pn^ontion  to  reunquith  the 


whole,lbr  the  benefit  of  the  States  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated,has  been  distinctly  submiltecl,  and  elaborately  advo- 
cated. It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  public  lands 
are  the  common  property  of  the  nation,  purchased  by  the 
joint  fundt^  or  conquered  by  the  joint  efforts,  of  all  who 
composed  the  Confederacy  at  the  time  of  their  acqoiu- 
tion.  It  is  not  wonderful,  then*  that  Members  from  otliar 
States,  which  have  derived  no  special  benefit  from  these 
lands;  for  whose  Institutions  or  improvements  not  an  acre 
has  ever  been  applied,  should  ask  for  some  small,  incon- 
siderable grants,  for  similar  purposes,  within  their  owe 
States.  This  consideration,  Mr.  P.  believed,  had  influ> 
enccd  his  colleague  to  propose  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  with  no  small  degree  of  surprise,  that  he  perceived 
tbe  opposition  to  that  amendment  arose,  princiiMlly,  from 
the  fWenda  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  have  compsxed  tbe 
claims  of  Ohio  with  those  of  Maine  i  and,  becaua^  on  the 
division  of  Massaehtisetts,  her  public  lands  were  equally 
assigned  to  the  two  portions  originally  constituting  th^ 
State,  have  drttwn  conclusions  unfavorable  to  the-propoa- 
ed  amendment.  What  bearing  that  argument  can  hare 
upon  the  question,  is  not  easily  perceived.  Tbe  pubbe 
bmds  of  Massachuietta  were  the  common  property  of  her 
whole  population.  A  portion  (rf'that  population  ia  form- 
ed into  a  separate  community,  aiitt,  being  legally  and 
equitably  entitled  thereto,  receive  a  proportion  of  the 
public  funds,  equal  to  its  proportion  uf  population.  Thia 
new  community  has  also  a  common  interest  with  all  the 
other  States,  in  the  public  property  <tf  tiie  Union. 
csn  this  interest  be  in  any  degree  affected  by  the  attange- 
mcnts  with  Massachusetts  i  Mont  certainly  not  As  well 
miglit  it  be  urg^  tliat  no  part  of  the  public  revenue  ehould 
be  expended  m  Maine.  or>munitiona  of  war  be  deposited 
therein  for  her  defence,  because  a  portion  of  the  personal 
property,  includii^  ordnance  and  miUtaiy  stores,  which 
■she  had  heretofore  owned  in  common  with  aQother  SUte, 
has  been  assigned  to  her  ia  severalty. 

If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  turned  hta  attention  to 
•nother-Tiev  ti  this  case— if  he  had  taken  into  consideia- 
tkm  other  iiacts,  whieh  seem  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the 
question,  he  might  well  have  come  to  a  Afferent  oonclu* 
sion.  It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  especially  in  discuss* 
ing  this  amendment,  that  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  ol  Ohio  have  already  been  grant- 
ed for  the  use  of  schools  therein,  in  addition  to  what  baa 
been  given,  from  time  to  time,  fbrthe  endowment  of  Col. 
leges  and  Academiea.  And  what  has  Maine  ever  had 
from  the  publio  lands  or  tbe  public  Treasury,  for  literary 
purposes?  NotadoUar.  WhUeUrgegranUhavebeenmade 
for  various  purposea  to  other  Slates— for  opening  roadi^ 
conatmeting  canal^  educating  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
other  objects — the  nnoment  any  effort  is  made  to  let  in  a 
State,  which  has  shared  nothing  from  thia  fund,  what  are 
we  t(Ai.  and  that,  too,  by  those  who  have  been  hrge  par- 
tidpatim,  and  are  atillaolieiting  more?  SUnd  aside,  your 
claunaare  still  to  be  deferred,  aa  of  inferior  merit.  It  la 
urged,  as  an  ailment  in  favor  of  this  grant,  that  its  effect 
will  be  to  reduce  the  expense  of  education  in  the  West, 
and  that  the  benefit  will  accrue  to  those  of  that  re^oo 
who  cannot  now  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  a 
public  education,  for  want  of  tiie  necesMiy  means.  Th* 
same  reason  applies^  with  equal  ftuee,  inftvorof  thepn»> 
posed  amendment,  and  another  inatitution  in  Mrine  found* 
ed  more  patticulariy  for  the  instruction  of  those  dengned 
fbr  mechanical  and  agricultural  employments,  might,  with 
great  propriety,  have  been  included.  It  is  no  less  import. 
aAt  in  the  Bast,  than  in  tbe  West,  that  tbe  expense  of 
education  should  be  reduced  ;  and  if  in  the  lat-ter,  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  productive  soil,  the 
expense  of  subsistenoe  is  less,  it  certainly  tafcM  nothiug 
from  the  forea  ofUw  argametit  in  frvor  of  the  fonnw. 

Mueh  conaeqoaDce  ia  attaohed  to  this  applicatioa,  b«- 
cauae  it  is  recommended  by  the  State  Lagulanire  « .and 
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ftoiD  the  circumstance  that  no  dmilar  Application  has 
been  made  fnm  other  Statei,  the  erroneous  inference  m 
dravn«  that  other  Colleges  not  need  isststance.  Such 
<  is  ftr  from  being  the  fiict.  One  of  the  instittitions  named 
in  the  amendment,  and  that  the  most  flourishing  and  best 
endowed  in  the  State,  has  been  struggling,  in  rain,  for 
year^  to  raise  flimlv  vufficient  eren  tor  the  eNction  of  a 
chapel.  In  Oie  other,  additional  Praftsiorriiinsare  high* 
ly  necessary.  Both  would  have  long  since  onTered  their 
petitions,  supported  by  unquestionable  proof  of  necessi- 
ty, if  they  had  been  intbnned  that  grants  were  to  be  made 
for  such  purposes. 

It  is,  indeed,  an  easy  mode  of  satisfytnr  an  applicant, 
fbr  a  State  Legislature,  when  indisposed  or  unable  to 
yield  the  assistance  prayed  for,  to  endorse  an  appiication 
to  Congress,  and  thereby  secure  to  it  extraordinary  con- 
sideration. But  let  it  be  generally  understood  that  the 
influence  of  such  application  is  to  be  irrcsistable,  and 
where  is  the  State  that  wMl  not  immediately  apply?  The 
two  other  Colleges  in  Ohio  will  at  once  ask  lor  grants, 
under  the  same  impodn|r  influence,  and  so  will  every 
College  in 'the  country. 

These  observations,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  been  drawn  frva* 
him  with  reluctance.  But,  conwdering  the  quarter  from 
which  the  oppontion  to  his  colleague's  amendment  arose, 
he  should  have  thought  himself  ineicusably  negligent  of 
h'rs  duty,  were  be  to  liave  remained  silent.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  the'application  for  Kenyon  College.  He  held 
in  high  estimation  the  learned  and  worthjr  individual,  by 
nrhose  laudable  exertions  that  institution  had  been 
founded.  No  man  stood  bigfaw  fbr  ptirityof  character, 
or  philanthrophic  efTorts.  But  the  path  which  the  wor- 
thy  Bishop  has  trodden,  was  leng  since  explored  by  one 
of  the  literaiy  palriarcha.  of  New  England.  The  exer- 
tion^ and,  it  may  be  truly  added,  the  sufierings,  of  the 
fbundcr  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  New  Hampshire,  in* 
promoting  the  establishment  of  that  aneieiit  institution, 
have  never  been  surpassed.  The  founder  of  Kenyon 
College,  the  Wheek>ck  of  the  West,  has  but  foltowed 
in  bis  steps.  There  are  no  circumstance*  operating  in 
ftvor  of  a  grant  to  the  College  in  Ohio,  that  may  not  be 
urged,  with  equal  force,  in  fivor  of  Dartmoutli  College, 
and  many  other  similar  institutions  in  ti\c  Union. 

The  proposition  of  the  Leg^bture  of  Maryland,  to  set 
apart  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  fur  the  purposes  of 
education  in  all  the  States,  Mr.  P<  bad  always  thought 
correet.  It  had  received  the  tatiction  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  and,  he  hoped, 
would  eventually  be  successful.  But,  what  say  the 
Senators  from  Ohio?  Substantially  this:  Encumber  not 
the  bill  with  any  proposition  for  a  like  grant  to  Maine. 
Talk  not  of  a  general  distribution  no<r.  f  ass  this  bill, 
and,  upon  the  question  of  a  general  distribution,  **  al. 
though  we  win  not  promise  to  carry  a  single  vote  in  its 
favor  from  the  new  SUtes,  we  will  give  it  our  dispas- 
sionate consideration."  Would  not  ttiat  *'  dispassionate 
consideration"  be  quite  as  likely  to  lead  to  equitable  re- 
sults, if  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Kenyon  College  should 
be  merged  in  the  general  proposition  f 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering into  the  discussion  this  subject  i  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  either  correcting  the  ststementol  tlte  Se- 
nator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  U Aaaisex]  in  relation  to  donations 
of  land,  made,  as  be  says,  by  *'  tlie  Crown,  to  every  Lite- 
rary institution  established  in  the  Colonies,"  or,  to  enquire 
of  the  Senator  where  tbe  State  of  Connecticut  can  find 
tlie  lands-given  by  the  Crown  to  Yale  College  t  Sir,  if  the 
Senator  can  inform  us  where  titese  lands  cau  be  found,  he 
will  Gonfier  on  that  inslitutioa  and  on  the  State,  a  very 
great  fitvor.  Sir.  Yale  College  has  attained  an  eminence 
wliidlhaaneverbeen  attained  by  any  institution  in  this, 
or  perhaps  in  any  othn  country,  with  funds  so  limited  as 
are  the  Ainds  efthb  CollH*.    Bo^  sir,  it  eannet  be  iie- 


ceisary  fbr  me  to  euP^xe  this  institution.  Bbe  ha^  at 
this  moment,  too  many  sons  within  these  walls,  to  tmlce 
any  eulogy  from  me  either  necessary  or  proper. 

Mr.  HABItlSON  nude  a  few  remarks,  in  which  be  al. 
luded  to  the  Colleges  in  Virginia  (  hut  the  reporter  could 
jiot  distinctly  hear  them,  on  account  of  the  noise  in  the 
gallery. 

BIr.  TYLER  would  not  have  risen,  but  fur  the  refers 
ence  made  by  the  gentleman  fixim  Ohio,  [Mr.  HAaaiaew} 
to  William  and  Mary  College,  and  the  distinction  attempt- 
ed to  be  drawn  in  fiivor  of  Kenyon  College,  to  the  preju* 
dice  of  similar  institutions  in  Virginia.  Extennre  rranti^ 
it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  William  and  Mary,  bf  the 
King  of  Engbind,  yet  it  rested  also  on  the  basis  of  pnvaie 
donations.   But  William  and  Mary  was  not  the  only  fite- 
rary  institution  in  that  State,  which  was  indebted  to  pri- 
vate donations.  The  Ccrileee  of  Hampden  ^ney,  wmch 
bad  been  for  many  years  nigldy  prosperous,  had  been 
reared  entnvly  from  the  subscriptions  of  individuals,  ne> 
ver  having  received,  as  he  believed,  one  dollar  from  the 
exchequer  of  the  Sute.    The  same  remark  was  equaUr 
true  in  regard  to  Washington  College ;  and,  as  to  the  Cai- 
veruty  of  Virginia,  although  it  had  received  eoimdenble 
endowments  at  the  hands  uf  the  Legidature,  ^et  it  also 
had  received  important  aid  fh>m  the  contributions  of  in- 
dividuals.  If  the  right  existed  to  make  granti  of  the  na- 
ture contemplated  by  the  bill,  he  could  not  admit  that 
any  distinction' existed,  either  in  principle  or  poli^,  be- 
tween the  case  of  Kenyon  CoU^  and  tliose  which  bo 
liad  named.   If  any  one  State  in  the  Union  bad  strong^ 
claims  tlian  any  other  on  the  public  land^  surely  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  Virginia  was  that  State.    She  had 
surrendered  an  extensive  empire,  out  of  which  had  beea 
carved  imporunt  States.    Those  Sutea  might  be  justty 
conndered  to  be  her  daughters,  for  whose  benefit  she 
had  surrender^  her  lands — whilst  she  had  pl^ed  herself 
somewhat  in  the  situation  of  King  Lear.   But  he  ^  oot 
ask  an  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to 
tbe  Colleges  of  Virginia.    He  did  not  believe  that  Cos* 
gross  had  any  right  to  make  such  appropriation,  either  to 
them  or  to  any  other  literary  institution.   On  the  eontta- 
ry,  he  protested  against  tbe  passage  of  the  biU  under 
connderatton,  because  he  believed  there  was  a  total  ab- 
sence of  such  power  in  Congress. 

It  migtit  be  conndered  that  the  proposition  before  tbe 
Senate  was  of  Utile  consequence.    He  did  not  think  to. 
Immensely  important  consequences        flowed  fhn  ap- 
parently trifling  causes.    The  propontion  made  by  Mr. 
Madison,  when  he  was  a  member  of  Congress^  to  cause  a 
survey  tu  be  made  of  a  post  road  firom  Maine  to  Gectgia  t 
a  proposition  which,  at  tlie  time,  scarcely  attracted  tbe 
attention  of  the  public,  had  been  made  the  bans  of  die 
system  of  roads  and  canals.  All  the  advocates  of  that  lye* 
tern  planted  themselves  upon  that  precedent,  with  an  sir 
of  triumph.    The  sympathies  of  Congress  had  been  ap- 
pealed to  on  behalf  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  bnd  had 
been  given.   That  was  already  quoted  as  a  precedent 
jusUQring  tfie  passage  of  this  bill.  He  thought  that,  if  tbe 
present  bill  passed,  the  Government  might  fairly  be  con- 
sidered as  having  acted  upon  a  new  doctrine  pregnant 
Willi  consequences  the  most  fatal  in  their  character  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,    if  Congress  had  the  right  to 
endow  a  college,  it  had  an  equal  rig^t  to  ettabwi  pri- 
mary schools  of  ii)stj;uctioii  (  and  a  system  reared  upon 
this  principle  would  address  itself  as  strongly  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  S(atcs,as  any  other  wliichhad  been  acted  opofi. 
Nor  were  his  fears  upon  this  subject  wholly  imagins7. 
The  Pre«deiit,  in  his  first  message,  lud  thought  proper 
to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  National  Universityt 
and,  acting  upon  the  principle  In  extenso,  a  preporftion. 
he  believed,  had  been  made  in  the  House  of  Bepresev 
tatives  shoitly  thereafter,  to  estabUsb  primary  scbor4i 
throughout  tbe  Union.   WeregenttcmeB  prrpwed  to  set 
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ft  precedent  whicfa  would  be  c»nied  to  such  conclurions  ? 
He  wanted  to  know  of  what  ralue  the  State  Governments 
could  be,  if  thb  Government  took  into  its  hands  the  su- 
pcrnaion  of  the  highways  and  the  education  of  children  f 

Vitpm  Mde  her  domtioni  of  lands  for  objects  speci- 
ied  in  tbc  gnnt  i  the  most  important  of  which  was  the 
exta^uishment  of  the  public  debt.  The  lands  were  to 
be  disposed  of  for  that  pun>ose.  That  compact  was  made 
aoterier  to  the  adoption  vf  the  present  Constitution,  and 
k  equalljr  obrigatoty  with  it.  Congress  had  no  more  tiyht 
to  expunge  that  condition  or  stipulation,  than  to  strike 
from  the  Cunatitntion  itaelf  any  one  of  its  features.  Tht 
right  to  give  lands  or  to  appropriate  money  from  the  I'rea' 
•vy,  were  equivalent,  mm  he  objected  to  both  alike. 

Be  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  ex- 
l^ajiation  which  he  liad  given  in  relation  to  the  literary 
mstitations  of  the  State  from  which  he  came,  and  wliite 
■IS  be  could  not  avoid  calling  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  tbe  nattire  ud  tendency  mthe  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  ctogKing  the  bill  with  »  new 

Srovinon  at  that  sta^,  after  it  had  undergone  all  the  or- 
inary  (onas,  and  had  been  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ripe  for  final  decinon.  He  objected, 
alao,  to  runnir^  parallels  between  tlie  claiots  of  different 
States  and  striking  a  balance  which  was  to  be  liquidated 
by  kgidatire  acts.  He  conceived  tlvit  every  bill  ought 
to  depaad  upon  its  own  merits,  ant)  not  upon  its  associa* 
tians^  and  that  the  one  in  question  (for  tbe  benefit  of  the 
Keiqron  College)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  its  course,  free 
frwn  the  companioiuhip  of  tbe  way  passengers  which 
m^ht  attempt  to  join  company  with  it.  I'his  bill  was  for 
aa  ebject,  apt&Rc,  notmous,  and  recommended  by  the 
fanmblc  request  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio.  A  legisla- 
tive request  from  a  sovereign  State  ougiit,  at  least,  to 
•bad  (or  something.  Tlte  new  States  he  admitted,  ap- 
peared, «lmost  too  ftequently  for  their  own  dignity,  at 
tbe  bar  of  Cengreaa,  in  the  ^racter  of  petitioners  i  but 
ttis  case  ms  not  subject  to  that  remark.  It  was  an  ap*- 
pSeation  is  behalf  of  a  literary  institution,  which  had  made 
ai  way,  from  small  beginnings,  to  a  point  of  eminent  use- 
hlacssb  and  that  chiefly  by  the  great  exertions  o{  a  single 
iadividaal,  the  pious  and  Kamed  prelate.  Bishop  Chase. 
Tbe  bet  that  the  institution  hid  been  able  to  command 
BO  high  a  testimonial  of  regard  from  tlie  Legislature  of 
the  Stale  in  which  it  was  placed,  would  be  conclusive, 
that  H  merited  the  friendly  consideration  of  Congress. 
The  anKniot  of  aid  asked  was  not  considerable,  whether 
we  regarded  the  ability  of  the  donor  or  the  meritorious 
nature  of  tbe  donation.  I'he  United  States  had  more  land 
than  she  oovld  sell  for  any  terms,  even  tbe  lowest.  The 
lownahip  requested  would  make  no  diminution  which 
andd  bc/elt  or  known.  The  benefit  of  it  would  Accrue 
to  fubsre  aa  well  as  to  existing  generations,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  any  part  of  the  Union  as  well  as  Ohio.  Students  | 
mtf  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the  benefits  oft 
education  on  terms  of  unexampled  muder«tinn.  If  the  | 
BCfr  States,  and  Ohio  among  others,  were  the  owners  cf 
dl  Ibe  vacant  snl  wilhirf  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
for  then  to  sustain  their  institutions  upon  their  own  re- 
sowcfs  t  but  as  the  fact  wa^  all  the  vacant  soil  belong- 
i»g  to  the  Federal  Government,  paying  no  taxes,  bearing 
ao  share  of  the  public  burthens,  there  was  certainly  a  mo- 
ral  ohlqptioo  on  this  great  landlord,  itn  absentee  in  the 
worst  sense  of  tbe  word,  to  contribute  to  the  advancement 
of  their  public  objec^whether  ftethe  improvement  of  the 
■lad  or  the  country,  or  otiierwise.  He  knew  it  might  be 
■id  that  tbe  United  States  had  made  an  appropriation  of 
land  for  Bchoolsi  bathe  considered  all  such  appropriations 
greatly  oVcrbsEsncc^  in  this  case,  by  the  fifteen  millions  of 
ctoUsts  which  Ohio  bad  paid  for  piibKc  lands,  by  the  taxes 
whieb  ibe  bad  lost,  and  hy  the  increased  value  which  the 
mdiotiy  and  capital  of  her  citizens  had  cast  upon  the 
fabie  Jaiifis.    Mr.      concluded  with  saying,  that  he 


need  not  descant  upon  the  valu^  of  education  in  a  free 
country.  He  would  barely  say,  that  the  preservation  of 
our  republican  institutions  must  depend  as  much  upon 
the  intelligence  as  upon  the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said  a  /ew  words,  and  moved  to  reoom- 
mit  the  bill,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  his  object  in  making  tlie 
motion  was  to  bring  the  question  before  the  Senate,  to 
determine  how  far  ihey  would  go.  If  his  amendment 
were  rejected,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUGGtES  aaid,  tliat  Kenyon  College  was  an  in* 
corpomted  institution,  and  this  donation  wss  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  corpontion.  He  went  into  a  detail  of  fuUM,  to 
show  that  it  was  not  a  sectarian  institution.  Me  believed 
it  was  common  for  all  C(^]rgea  to  be  more  particulariyun* 
der  some  denomination,  but  it  did  not  necessarily  follow 
that  ibt-re  was  any  thing  exclasive  in  the  establishment. 
He  hoped  the  bill  woukl  be  allowed  to  progress  unin* 
cumbered.  He  had  no  objection  to  proriding  for  tho 
State  of  Maine  i  but  if  the  motion  was  persisted  in,  tbe 
bill  would  be  lost  Aa  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Pibbis]  that  bis  State  had  a  fair  title  to  a 
share  of  the  lands  of  Ohio,  because  Maine  bad  assisted  to 
conquer  them,  he  would  observe  that  it  was  an  erroneous 
conclusion,  as  Ohio  claimed  as  citizens  a  large  number  of 
the  heroes  of  tbe  Revolution  i  and  it  woulil  be  recollect- 
ed, that,  when  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Revolutionary 
officers  was  under  diacusrion,  Ohio  was  found  to  have 
her  full  share.  Tlie  lands  were  conquered,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  coiintiy  established  by  all  the  States* 
generally :  nor  could  any  SUte  chum  the  merit  of  tbe 
achievements  of  tlie  Revolution  above  another. 

Mr.  CHAKDLER  made  a  few  remarks  wbioh  were  not 
heard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  yeas  and  na)-i  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CHANUbKR. 

Mr.  McLaNE  raid  he  rose  to  request  the  gentlemsn 
from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  lus  motion,  as  he  (Mr. 
McL.)  would  propose  another,  which  would,  he  Uiou^^ 
meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion  to  recommit. 
Mr.  McLANE  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  so  modify- 
ing the  bill,  ss  to  make  it  more  comprehensive,  so  tliat, 
if  it  were  proper  to  pass  it  all,  it  might  embrace  other 
objects  titan  the  particular  institution  provided  fur.  He 
was  unwilling  that  the  bill  should  proceed  in  its  present 
shape.  It  involved  a  subject  of  great  magnitude,  and 
proposed  going  further  than  we  had  ever  gone  before. 
Hitherto  we  bad  confined  our  donations  of  public  lands 
to  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 
To  be  sure  these  were  institutions  of  a  peculiar  ehanuster, 
as  well  as  it  regsrded  the  mode  of  instruction,  as  the  um 
fortunate  objects  of  their  care  t  and  on  these  accounts 
stood  in  need  of  aid,  which  might  not  be  liad  ftpm  indi- 
vidual resources.  On  this  ground  he  had  hitherto  stood, 
but  this  bill  proposed  to  travel  beyond  that,  and  appro- 
priate the  public  lands  for  the  founding  and  endowment 
of  an  ordinary  college.  Ho  did  not  know  that  he  should 
be  opposed  to  such  appropriations,  if  the  policy  could  be 
extended  to  all  the  States,  and  in  such  a  maiVer  as  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  educationjn  each.  He  was  unwilling 
to  confine  the  favor  to  a  single  institution',  in  a  particular 
State,  without  a  prospect  of  extending  its  advantages  to 
others.  Tbe  whole  subject  was  one  of  great  importance, 
and  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  weigh  it  well  before 
we  acted  definitively  in  any  particular  case.  He  thought 
we  could  not  make  this  grant  to  Ohio  and  refuse  it  to 
other  States.  The  land  was  alike  the  property  of  the 
whole  Union,  though  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ham- 
aisoff]  seemed  to  consider  it  the  exclusive  property  of 
the  new  States.  It  had  been  acquired  by  the  common 
funds,  and  for  the  common  benefit  of  tbe  vhole,  and  if  it 
were  now  to  be  given  for  the  purposes  of  education,  then 
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w«s  no  reaaon  vhjr  til  ttw  pwU  ahould  not  Aare  equally. 
He  law  -nothing  in  th'a  particular  institution  which  enti- 
tled it  tu  pepuliar  fbvor  t  he  thought,  too,  when  tliis  poli- 
cy was  adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to  such 
State  its  proper  proportion  of  the  land,  to  be  applied  as 
in  its  own  judgment  might  be  proper  to  the  several  insti- 
tutions within  ils  limita.  Mr.  McL.  would,  therefore, 
■love  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  with  histructloni  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  malcinff  donations  of  land  to  each  of  the  States,  for  the 
aapport  of  colleges  within  those  States. 

Mr.  BARTON  opposed  the  bill.  The  SUte  of  Ohio, 
in  his  opinion,  had  no  special  claim  to  this  donation  ;  and 
that  State  bad  already  received  its  fiill  share  of  land  for 
the  purpoaes  of  education.  He  thought,  if  the  lands 
were  to  be  applied  in  this  way,  they  ovght  to  be  applied 
equally  to  all  tlie  State*  hi  the  ITmon.  There  were  an 
hundred  institutions  in  the  country  with  equal  daima 
upon  Congress. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  HcLANB. 
K  the  bill  went  back  to  the  committee,  it  would  be  too 
late  to  act  upon  it  this  session.  If,  on  tlte  other  hand, 
this  bill  were  paased  this  year,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware might  bmw  forwud  hia  propontion  at  the  next  ses- 
gfam.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  carried'  out  of  the 
Senate  by  a  motion  to  recommit  Mr.  R.  conchided  with 
some  remarks  in  answer  to  thoae  of  Mr.  BARTON,  which 
were  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied  to  the  rcmArki  of  Mcms. 
McLANB  and  PARRIS. 

Mr.  CHAMBEIU  said,  the  proposition  to  make  a  dis- 
tribution of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  amongst  the 
States,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  originated  in  Ma- 
ryland, and  a  very  able  argument  in  support  of  it  was 
put  forth  by  the  Le^pslature  of  that  Stale,  which  receiv- 
ed great  consideration  from  CoDfrrea*.  He  had  always 
concurred  in  the  view  of  the  subject  taken  in  that  argu- 
ment, and  would  go  as  far  as  any  on«  to  give  it  practical 
eifect  He  sliould,  neverthekss,  oppose  tJie  reference, 
with  the  instructions  proposed,  becnuae,  in  the  first  place, 
he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  time  to  act  on  the  sub- 
ject  during  the  present  Sesuon,  with  any  prospect  of  eoi»- 
duding  it,  and,  if  not  finally  acted  upon,  the  experiment 
now  suggested  might  prejudice,  rather  than  advance,  its 
ultimate  auccees  :  whereas,  by  passing  this  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  no  additional  difficult  was  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  tlie  general  system.  He  waa  much  gratified 
to  hear  a  fiivorable  opinion  expressed  of  that  system  by 
BO  many  members,  and  would  indulge  the  anticipation 
that  it  would  continue  to  grow  in  fiiror.  * 

There  was  another  motive,  which  would,  of  itself,  in- 
duce him  to  oppose  the  motion  to  recommit.  The  bill 
was  introduced,  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestion  of  one  of 
the  States,  in  the  stiape  of  a  direct  appeal  to  Congress  in 
favor  of  tliia  institution.  The  Senators  from  that  State  had 
expressed  a  decided  wish  to  obtain  a  decision  on  tins  ap- 
peal, without  connecting  whh  it  any  other  subject.  They 
deemed  this  course  most  courteous  and  deeoroua  to  the 
State  uf  Ohio,  and  he  thought  It  but  reasonable  to  in- 
dulge them. 

_  While  on  the  floor,  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  could  not  refuse 
himself  tlie  oecarion  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Ttuk.]  That  honorable  gentleman  had  thought  it  pro- 
per to  say,  that  he  perceived  in  this  bill  the  execution,  in 
part,  of  the  system  announced  in  the  mesHSgc  of  die  Pre- 
sident toihe  Congress  of  1825,  and  to  which  the  faonor- 
i^Ie  gentleman  takes  exception. 

In  that  message,  the  President  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  eatebltshiog  and 
eoeouraging  a  Mationd  Unireisiiy.  Tn  dung  so,  the  Pre- 
ddent  had  bat  adopted  and  repeated  the  declaratkma  of 
anxious  ttdicitude  vkich  bad  hecn  expressed  by  diose 


who  had  previously  ocoapled  the  station  he  now  fills, 
and  whose  earnest  recommendation  Of  the  same  fiivnite 

object,  had  not.  be  believed,  made  them  the  aubjeet  irf 
the  cenuire  which  b  implied  in  the  recommendation  of 
an  unconstitutional  measure.  This  object  was  pcciriiariy 
and  earnestly  urged  by  General  Washington,  as  well  as 
by  his  successors. 

The  honorable  gentleman  could  perceive  in  this  biH, 
not  only  the  consummation  of  the  purpose  suggested  by 
the  Pr^dent'a  message,  but  another,  even  yet  more  at 
war  with  the  constitutional  restraints  on  the  power  of  this 
Government,  <*  the  establishment  of  Primary  Schoob.** 
But  whence  arises  the  apprehension  that  Congreaa  ia 
about  to  establisli  primary  schools,  or  schools  of  any  kind.' 
There  is  not  one  wonl  in  tliis  bill  which  connects  Kenjnm 
College  with  the  General  Government 

£Ttie  C9uir  here  inteiposed,  and  said,  it  wotdd  net 
be  in  order  to  Aseuas  the  merits  of  the  biH  on  the  pre- 
sent motion,  whidi  was  to  recommit^  with  hntnietioBS, 
and  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  mast  be  cenfincd  to 
that  motion. 

Mr.  C.  asked,  if  it  was  not  in  order  to  discos*  the  me- 
rits or  the  effects  of  the  measure  which  would  be  rn>«rt- 
ed,  if  the  committee  duuld  ado|it  tiie  afBnnativtt  or  tka 
propcwtien  contain^  in  the  motion  submitted  i 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sud  it  was  in  order  so  to  do. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  sud,  he  should,  then,  contend,  that 
the  proposition  submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Debware,  [Mr.  McLisa,]  waa  equally  expoe^  to 
the  objections  urged  by  the  honor^le  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  agKinst-tnc  bill  in  its  pment  mrm.] 

Mr.  CHAMBER  then  resumed  hia  remarks.  The 
only  principle  contuned  in  this  bill,  wluch.  by  posalbHi^, 
can  involve  a  constitutional  question,  ia,  whether  the 
Congress  of  Hie  United  States  has  power  to  gnmt  tlie 
public  lands  f  Froni  the  earliest  history  of  tlie  Goretii- 
ment  to  the  present  moment — including  the  present  Ses- 
^iion — this  right  has  been  exercised  and  acquiesced  in- 
Granls  have  been  made  to  the  new  States  i  to  canal  com- 
panies t  to  road  companies  i  and  to  companiea  or  aaaA- 
i^tions  fbr  the  relief  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  If  a  gn^t 
can  be  made  to  a  State,  it  i*  difficult  to  perceive  the  ^a- 
tinction  which  would  prevent  a  grant  to  an  incorporated 
company  i  and  if  to  one  character  of  corporate  aocicties, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  how  tlie  Constitution  could 
be  auppnscd  to  forbid  a  donation  to  anotiier  corporate  ao- 
ciety.  The  question  was  altt^^li^  one  of  ezpedien^. 
Congress  had  required,  fivm  those  who  had  asked  a  gruiC 
of  public  lands,  satisfactoty  evidence  that  the  object  to 
which  the  grant  was  to  be  applied  was  meritorious  in  it- 
self i  that  the  grant  waa  necessary  to  effect  the  object ; 
and  that  the  accomplishment  of  it  was  calculate^  to  give 
greater  value  to  the  adjacent  lands  owned  by  tb«  Go- 
vernment. 

In  this  case,  tlic  College  ia  designed  to  accompKA  an 
object  admitted,  on  all  handS|  to  be  desirable  in  the  hi^- 
esl  degree— the  difiurion  of  useful  knowledge,  amon^* 
the  youlli  of  the.  country,  even  those  of  contracted  _  »nd 
limited  pecuniary  means,  and  without  regard  to  political 
or  religious  divinons.  The  benefits  of  the  institution  are 
not  to  oe  (as  it  has  been  suggested)  in  any  degree  con- 
fined to  individuals  of  one  religiona  aect,  nor  are  its  ope- 
rations to  be  made  condudve  to  the  fiMmation  of  the  re- 
ligious Creed  erf*  its  pupils.  It  has  been  ineorponAed  by 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  recommended,  by  the  unan'imoua 
vote  of  the  Legislature  of  that  SUte,  to  our  espedal  pa. 
tronage,  as  the  recipient  of  our  bounty  in  tlie  precise 
mode  now  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  proceeds  of  this 
grant  will  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  btiUdings  sukd 
improvements,  and  the  accommodation  irf  an  increased 
population,  which  will  necessarily  lead  to  an  eahaisocd 
value  of  the  adjacent  pubUc  lanw.  In  wbal,  ttien,  does 
this  giant  differ  fi»m  tiios*  bcrelMRxe  OHule,  ui  respect 
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lOM^eoMtUuttonKl  principle  ?  or  how  does  it  involve 
my  question  of  es'.ablikl)tn|i;  primary  scliflola,  or  any  other 
•chools  ?  The  Government  is  to  have  no  intcccst  in,  or 
eoWrol  over,  the  initllluiion:  its  alTaira  are  to  be  con. 
dtKted  by  the  irustercs,  who,  by  iis  charter,  prcsiJe  o^er 
iti  they  are  nol  created  by  tht!  Government,  Or  in  the 
nallen  degree  ameiiHble  to  it  (  nor  are  their  opcmtjons, 
in  the  aliKhtest  respect,  suhjecl  to  iu  supervinun. 

It  was  not  his  intf  ntlon  to  (fo  into  the  mcrita  of  the  bill. 
That  duty  Im  cheerfully  confided  to  those  who  had  taken 
n»re  active  interest  in  the  subject.  His  only  design  had 
been  to  show  tliat  the  measure  was  free  from  the  im- 
puted charj^  of  conflicting  with  tlie  Constitution. 

Mp.  IIAYNK  siud  that  this  bi]|  had  been  considered,  by 
die  Senator  from  Ohi(^  as  nuking  an  appeal  to  the  good 
fecKngs  of  the  Senate — and  another  gentleman  had  gone 
■0  far  as  to  say,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  would  only  be  an  act 
of  proper  courtesy  to  tlioae  at  whose  insiance  it  had  been 
iRtrnduceiL     Snch  is  the  guise,  Mr.  President,  under 
vbtcit  a  nteastire  Uiubered  into  this  House  which  involves 
one  ot  the  most  important  principles  that  could  pos- 
mh\y  be  snbmitted  to  our  connileration  i  antl  which, 
thouk)  k  be  sanctioned,  will  estnbiish  a  precedent,  that 
Vannot  be  followed  up  tu  its  legitimate  consequences, 
without  umlermininfi;- the  very  fmnidatioTis  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government.    Sir,  tn  mfcltci3  of  mere  citui  tesy  and 
gcod  feetng,  I  shculil  be  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any 
gentleman  here  {  and  towards  the  new  Slates,  I  have  ne- 
ver cherished  any  sentiments  but  those  of  ki:idiicss.  But, 
when  it  Is  proposed  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Gtivemment  to  (he  subject  of  education,  within  the 
limits  of  the  several  States — when  we  are  called  upon  to 
Mretch  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  embrace  that  large  class 
td  subjects  which  appertain  to  the  improvement  of  the 
traral  antl  intellectual  condition  of  the  People  witliin 
tbiac  States — are  we  to  be  told  that  tlie  decision  of  a 
question  of  sucli  immense  msipiitude  depends  entirely 
upon  the  coiirte^  and  good  feeling irf"  this  House  ?  Gen- 
tlemen insist  that  we  must  confine  OUP  inquiries  striclly 
to  tlii^  bdl,  which  merely  proposes  to  grantatowniihip  of 
bad  to  a  Coilcge  in  Uhio.    Uut  why  do  so,  sir  ?    Is  it  be> 
cause  gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  have  exposed  to  open 
'new  the  nmgiiilude  of  the  question  involved  in  it?  Js  it  be- 
cause the^  apprehend  tltat  the' grant  of  a  single  township 
to  Ohio  will  be  considered  a  small  matter,  while  a  Minilar 
pnviMon  for  every  Slate  In  the  Union  would  exci'.e  the 
vigilance,  and  alarm  the  fears,  of  those  u  ho  look  with  dis- 
ttxtU  onallextensiunaofthe  powersof  the  Federal  Goverii- 
mrnt,and  espcci;illy  over  subjects  «  hich  peculiarly  belong 
to  the  individual  Stales?  But,  sir,  can  any  gentleman  wink 
so  bafl  as  not  to  see  that  this  bill  does,  in  trutli,invulve  the 
question,  whether  the  Fedtral  Government  sliall  take 
tbeMibject  of  education  Into  its  own  hands,  and  appro- 
priate tlkC  national  funds  to  that  object  >    I  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  the  Senators  of  Ohio  to  say,  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  will  they — can  ihey—rcl'use  a  similar  grant  to  ilia- 
souri  HT  Kentiick)-,  or  to  any  of  the  new  Stales.'  And 
when  education  sli:tll  be  amply  provided  for,  by  giants 
of  the  public  property  in  all  of  the  new  Siate%  will  ihcy 
refusie  siinilar  gmnts  to  "  the  good  Old  Thirteen  ? "  Can 
they  R-fuse  it  to  Vir^nia,  u'ho  guiierously  a»d  magntini- 
mously  surrendeit-d,   williout  price,  the  vtiy  dumain 
out  of  which  this  grant  is  tu  be  made,  and  u  l.u  siin-eiidcr* 
ed  it,  too,  on  the  express  condition  that  it  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  States  >    Grant  it  to 
Vi^nia,  and  surely  it  cannot  be  denied  to  uny  other 
Bute  in  the  Union.    Wdl  cither  of  the  Senators  Irom 
Ohio  now  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  us,  that  he  wd)  vote 
against  any  such  proposition^     I  know  tliey  will  not. 
Sucb  a  declaration  would  be  the  death-wanant  of  this 
UU.    Then,  Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in  assuuningj 
(what  is  in  tiuih  beyond  a  question,]  that  the  passage  of 
Ibis  bill  must,  of  niccssily,  evtntuaJly  leait  to  the  grant 
Tet.  nr.— 3J 


of  at  least  25,0Q0  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  every 
State  in  the  Union,  for  the  purposes  of  educitton.  T!  e 
quesiion  is  therefore  now  ftiriy  brought  up,  whether  it  is 
consliiutional  and  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  take  this  snbj.jct  under  their  care,  t 
am  in  fitvor  of  '.he  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Dcln- 
ware,  [nr.  M'L*ifK,]  to  re-commit  the  bill,  with  instme. 
tions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a  similar 
grant  to  evei^  State  in  the  Union,  because  i)  looks  the 
subject  fairly  in  the  face,  and  presents  tlie  true  quesiion, 
which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  deude ;  ami  because, 
if  we  are  to  make  a  grant  to  any  one  State,  I  am  cleai^jr 
in  favor  of  making  similar  graiiU  to  all. 

Uut,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation,  whatever,  in  cnlering,  at 
this  stage  of  the  business,  my  protest  against  the  exten- 
sion of  titc  jurisdiction,  ami  the  appropriation  of  the  funds 
of  tlie  Federal  Government,  to  purposes  of  education 
within  the  several  States.  I  know  tliat  all  measuies  for 
tne  promotion  of  benevolent  objects  find  an  .idvucate  in 
the  bosumsof  moat  men,  and  that  the  idea  that  the  naticn* 
al  funds  should  be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  People,  (whether  by  cutting  roads 
and  chiihI-,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  science,  or  cultt. 
valing  the  minda  and  morals  of  the  community,)  is  one 
very  apt  to  be  cherished  by  alt  those  benevolent  person!>, 
who,  when  a  good  end  ts  to  be  accomplished,  never  trou- 
ble ihenuelves  with  an  examination  into  tlie  evils  v  hich 
may  grow  out  of  the  measures  adopted  for  its  accomplish- 
ment. To  such  men,  the  bare  suggestion  that  the  Con- 
stitution opposes  a  bar  to  the  prosecution  of  any  jtist  or 
benevolent  scheme,  is  regarded  us  a  prufanution  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  instrument.  But,  sir,  we,  who, 
though  charged  with  the  duty  "of  seeing  tluit  the  lie- 
public  sustains  no  detriment,"  find  ourselves  remained 
within  the  limits  of  a  strictly  delegated  authui-ily  ;  who 
perceive,  and  feel,  and  are  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  can  only  be  preserved 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  Constitution  j  we,  who  know 
that,  tn  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment over  matters  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  will  final' 
]y  overthrow  this  beautidd  fabric  of  Government,  wliich 
now  stands  the  admiration  of  the  world ;  we,  sir,  in  the 
exercise  of  our  high  ami  sacred  trust,  cannot  be  infiuene- 
ed  by  any  considerationi  btit  the  preservation  of  tbe  Ii< 
bcrties  entrusted  to  our  care.  It  is  our  duty,  sir,  to  exert 
a  vigilant  control  over  every  department  of  Oiis  Uuvern- 
ment,  and  to  resist  every  temptation  to  overleap  the 
bound.s  of  our  authority.  Sir,  1  am  not  more  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  unparalleled  excellence  of  our  institutions, 
tlian  thattiiey  must  be  ofshortduration,if  this  Government 
shall  long  (wntinue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  matters 
which  belong  to  the  States.  By  tiie  vtry  form  and  struc< 
tore  of  our  Government,  the  jurisdiction  over  all  matters 
of  a  domestic  or  local  nature  is  reserved  exclusively  to 
the  States.  To  the  Federal  Government  belong  those 
fiuucrs  which  concern  the  fort  igi\  relations  of  the  coun- 
tr)' — such  as  tlie  quesUon  of  peace  and  war,  our  commer- 
cial relaiioits,  and  others  of  a  similar  character.  While 
this  great  division  is  strictly  adhered  to,  and  good  faitit  is 
observed  on  both  sides,  harmony  wiH  exist — but,  when 
the  Federal  Government  ahall  undertake,  witit  its  patron- 
nge,  its  infiuence,  and  its  revenue,  to  invade  the  States— 
to  interfere  with,  to  regulate,  and  to  control,  their  do- 
mestic concerns — then  will  begin  that  mighty  struggle, 
the  issue  of  which  will  decide  whether  this  riiall  becomo 
a  great  consolidated  tiovemtnent,  (wiUi  all  power  ceu> 
tered  here,)  or  continue  a  Confederacy  of  free  and  inde- 
pendent States.  It  will  be  a  struggle  between  liberty 
and  despotism:  for,  surely,  i>o  man  can  be  so  infatuated 
as  not  to  perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  must  ineviubly  lead  to  despotism  here.  But, 
sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  the  discussion  vf 
the  constitutional  questions  inv^ved  ia  tlui  biU.  My 
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purpose  U  merely  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  importanoe  or  this  question — to  put  them  on  their 
nard  against  sufferini^  vhat  I  must  consider  as  an  alann- 
\ag  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  GoTernment* 
to  creep  into  our  lepiBlation,  in  the  humble  and  imposing 
nrb  of  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  inslitutiofi.  Sir, 
tois  Gorernment  lias  already  gone  too  far  in  assuming  Ju- 
riadiction  over  subjects  which  either  do  not  belong  to  them 
at  all,  or  wliich  they  could  only  exercise  under  firoitations 
irhkhbave  been  wholly  disregarded.  Let  us  look  fiw  a  mo- 
ment at  the  powers  which  Con^sahare  already  aaaumed, 
•a  well  aa  the  extent  of  that  whidi  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert.  The  Federal  Gorernment  baa  taken  under  its 
char^  the  whole  Hubject  of  Internal  Improvements 
withm  the  several  States,  without  restriction  or  limita- 
tion. We  are  now  surveying  the  Muntry,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Hismuppi,  nayi 
beyond  the  HiMtssippi,  to  the  very  frontim  of  Mexico^ 
with  a  view  to  the  rstablisimient  of  a  magnificent  system 
of  Internal  Impmvenient.  We  have  already  appropriat- 
ed millions  of  dollars,  and  millions  of  acres  of  land,  to 
tliese  objects,  and  have  already  actually  Minej'ed  the 
routes  of  roads  and  canals,  which  it  woulauke  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country,  for  twenty  yean^  to  comtruct, 
and  yet  the  surveys  are  not  completed.  Bonds  and  canals 
liar  militaiy  and  commercial  p>irpf>sea,  and  for  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mail,  bare  been  laid  out  in  every  direc- 
tion. But  these,  we  are  told,  are  all  national.  Sir,  1 
should  really  be  glad  to  know  what  gentlemen  mean  by 
a  national  road  or  canal.  If  those  only  are  national,  in 
vhi^  every  State  has  an  interest,  then,  certainly,  vet^ 
few  of  that  description  have  yet  been  surveyed ;  and  if 
all  are  national  in  which  any  portion  of  the  people  have 
•ny  intereat,  then  all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  latitude 
assumed  on  tliis  subject,  it  is  certain  that  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  limited  only  by  its  will,  and  may 
be  exerted  to  the  extent  of  tbe  whole  resources  of  the 
country!  ^ntl  >t  will,  I  fear,  be  founds  in  its  exercise,  to 
be  a  power  not  to  unite,  but  "  to  divide  tlie  Stales,  by 
mds  and  canals."  Having  assamcd  to  yourselves  unlimit- 
ed jurisdiction  over  internal  improvements,  jrour  next 
step  waa  to  take  under  your  care  tbe  subject  of  cbaritiea. 
Townships  of  land  have  been  granted  to  Krntuck}',  Con- 
necticut, and  other  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  This  has  been  done,  because  these  unbappv  per* 
sons  were  unfbrtonate.  But  are  not  lunatics  equally  un- 
fmlunate  ?  Is  tl»ere  a  form  of  hunnn  mtseiy  better  calcii- 
kted  to  excite  all  the  sympathies  of  our  nature,  than  a 
family  (tf  helpless  children,  left  in  a  state  of  orphanage, 
without  the  means  of  support  >  Are  the  aged  and  the 
uck,  and  tbe  destitute  ol'  every  class  and  condition,  to 
be  excluded  from  your  bounty,  if  misfiirtune  alone  is  to 
be  the  ground  of  jrour  interference  f  Sir,  it  is  cinsr  that, 
on  Unt  same  prinaple  on  which  you  have  undertaken  to 
proride,  out  of  tbe  national  funds,  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,' 
you  may  take  all  tbe  cbaritiea  of  tbe  country  into  your 
own  luinds,  and  buikl  up  a  s)-atem  of  national  poor  lawa 
as  oppressive  as  that  of  Great  Britain.  But  now  4re  are 
called  upon  to  take  another  most  important  step.  W^e 
•re  to  make  a  grant  to  private  persons,  to  enable  them  to 
cstsblish  a  college.  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
but  to  a  corporatiiin,  con^ii^  onty  of  a  few  private  in. 
divnluals.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  of  tbe  benevolent 
character  and  distinguished  tatenta  of  tbe  right  revere ikI 

Sotleman  who  is  at  tbe  head  of  Kenyon  CoUi^  i  and 
1  excellence  ef  the  syrtem  adopted  at  that  institution 
hsabccn  highly  eulogized.  Sir,  I  accede  to  all  that  baa 
been  said  on  these  puinta.  But,  if  you  make  a  grant  to 
one  eeOefi  in  Ohio,  wiN  you  not  be  eatled  upon,  end  can 
you  rcfbae,  to  aiafce  it  to  otbera  ?  And  when  yon  have 
passed  through  «a  tberesrectabje  colleges  in  tbe  United 
States,  must  you  not  take  tip  tbe  coomon  soboeb,  aad 
pmidnjAwferAMi?  iBehMt,«twbet  yoiatmyett 


to  stop  ?  It  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  clear,  that,  if  yosx 
pass  this  bill,  yon  may,  on  the  same  principle^  be  caDeH 
upon  to  provide  for  all  the  literary  and  scientific  InMita- 
tions  in  ine  Ciiion.  Sir,  if  the  siihject-msttrr  is  fiiitlv 
-within  your  Jtirisdiction,  it  will  be  better  to  nlopt  a  grand 
aystenf,  at  once,  for  the  advancement  of  edncatiim  in 
every  State  of  the  Union.  My  oyeclion  resto  en  the 
ground  of  your  having,  under  the  Constitution,  nothiiy 
at  all  to  do  with  the  subject. 

Tbe  genttrman  from  Ohio  has  alluded  to  a  circura< 
stance  connected  with  the  Kenyon  College,  which,  to  ny 
apprehension,  seems  very  much  to  strengthen  the  objec- 
tions to  this  bill.  He  tells  us  that  Urge  contributions 
have  been  raised  in  F.ngland,  among  the  members  of  tbe 
Church  to  which  the  venerable  Bisliop  at  the  bend  of  tbis 
institution  belongs,  snd  Uiat  we  oiight  not  to  sufier  such 
generous  contributions  to  fell  for  want  of  our  co-imeBt- 
tion.  Sir,  in  this  dreumstance  1  find  conchirive  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  this  is  to  be  a  sectarian  college.  I  do  not 
mean  to  use  that  word  in  an  cffienrive  seitse  t  I  mean 
merely  that  the  institution  is  to  be  under  the  peculiar  care 
of  professora  of  particular  religious  principles.  The  geo< 
tleman  from  Ohio  may  be  right,  when  he  says  that  secta- 
rian colleges  always  succeeobeaL  MyobjeetiuniaMainat 
any  eonnexton  being  establishrd  between  the  Ifnitcd 
States  snd  sueb  institutions.  Tbe  Federal  GovtmmcBt 
is  ))rohibited,  by  the  Constitution,  from  any  interference 
in  religious  concerns.  It  is  our  true  policy,  and  a  funda- 
menlu  principle  of  our  Government,  to  jiermit  no  con- 
nexion between  Church  and  State.  Sir,  if  you  establish 
an  Episcopal  College  out  of  the  national  func'a,  can  jou 
refuse  to  do  as  much  for  the  Presbyterians,  tbe  Baptisti, 
the  Methodists,  or  Catholics  }  It  appeera  to  me  we  wiD  be 
under  peculiar  obligations  to  makeasiniilarapproprtalien 
for  the  Catholics  in  Ohio,  unless  you  mean  to  take  pert 
against  the  members  that  Church  t  fpr  it  was  but  tbe 
other  day  1  read  an  extract  from  an  English  paper,  giv- 
ing, as  a  reason  why  members  of  the  established  Cbiimi 
in  tireat  Britain  should  advance  funds  in  aid  of  Kenyon 
Colleee,  **in  tbe  new  Diocess  of  Ohio,"  that  tbe  pope 
contributed  liin<^  fur  the  advancement  of  Popety  (here. 
Sir,  the  Congren  of  the  United  States  shotild  nave  no- 
thing to  do  with  matters  of  this  sort.  If  we  are  to  go  on  in 
the  Course  we  have  pursued  for  seme  time  past,  J  know 
not  what  subject  of  legislation  will  be  practically  reserved 
to  tbe  Statea.  If  to  all  the  subjects  for  tbe  action  of  tbe 
Federal  Government,  feirly  dcducible  from  tbe  Consli- 
tution,  yon  are  to  add  the  aupcrintcndence  and  continl 
over  internal  improvements,  charities,  education,  and  re- 
ligion  )  and  if,  after  having  exhausted  those,  you  are  to 
set  about  "the  otgantzationofthe  whole  labor  and  capital 
of  the  countiy,"  (as  recommended  by  one  of  the  high 
ficers  of  the  Government,  )*what,  I  a^n  aak,  emphatical- 
ly, will  be  left  to  tbe  States  *  Without  giring  at  large  into 
the  subject,  at  thia  time,  I  must  be  permitted  to  expms 
my  firm  and  settled  conviction,  that  the  liberties  of  this 
People  depend  on  tbe  preservation  of  the  soverrignty  and 
independence  of  the  States.  I'his  is  our  only  safegaard, 
and  the  only  bond  of  o-ir  Union.  But  the  gentleman  on 
tbeoUier  side  insist  that  this  is  note  grant  of  the  natton- 
al  frtnd%  but  only  of  the  public  lands,  to  an  object  to 
which  they  are  properly  applicable,  and  to  which  the  16lb 
aection,  in  every  township,  lias  sheady  been  actually  a^ 
plied.  1  arswer  that  these  bnds  are  the  property  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  that  we  have 
a  right  to  apply  our  real  estate  to  objects  to  «  hidi  we 
could  not  lawfully  appropriate  mbncy.  I'bese  lands  sre 
tl<e  common  properly  of  the  whole  nation,  and  no  more 
applicable  to  schools  in  Ohio,  tlisn  to  schools  in  the  oibcr 
Stetes  I  and,  in  relation  to  the  16th  section  rcserred  in 
each 'township  for  schools,  we  were  tol^  tRe  ether  dn, 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  AlabetM,  and  no  doubt  cmctlr. 
tbat  these  were  nibstamiBlly  eold  by  tbe  Uaiied  Steia^ 
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fcr  tbe  purpoie  of  being:  >ppUed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
<tcfc  toeiuhip  to  the  eatwrisument  of  common  schools. 
The  tewmbip  hting  Ud  out  with  the  reacrvatim  of  the 
IM  tection,  to  be  vested  in  6ie .inhabitants,  for  school^ 
it  m^t  weD  be  considered  that  they  became  the  pur- 
dtsen  of  the  satne  for  these  purposes.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  pRiideflt,  I  would  say  that  we  must  not  be  ted 
my,  in  ibiE  case,  by  the  amall  amount  or  peculiar  na- 
ive of  the  i^raiit  we  are  called  upon  to  make,  to  foi^fel 
tiie  Hinciples  inrolTed  in  this  question.  Tbta  is  precise- 
ly at  form  in  which  uusea  creep  into  the  State.  They 
maSfy  come  in  a  shape  so  small  and  unAbtrusire,  so  im- 
pBOif,  n  interesting,  that  it  is  difficult  to  resist  them  t 
oore  intioduaed,  they  soon  grow  to  a  giant's  stature. 

Witb  these  riews,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
geaOemsn  from  Delawnre.  But  be  wished  that  the  com* 
laQeeAeuld  be  insuveted  to  inquire  into  the  constitu* 
tisnfitr,  sa  veil  as  the  expediency,  of  granting  lands  in 
tkii  DMMier.  If  the  commttlee  and  the  Senate  should 
decide  thst  it  was  both  constitutional  and  expedient  to 
Biike  these  donsiiona,  then  they  would  pass  the  bill,  fie 
tborefore  tmred  that  the  motion  be  amended,  by  the  in- 
mtion of tbe  Vorda  ** constitutionality*'  before  "eipedi* 

VdttANE  ohse^edi  that  he  supposed  that  the  in' 
^miy  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
BclMcd  in  his  orst  motion.  If  a  measure  was  not  consti- 
totiou^  it  could  not  be  ezjiedienL  He  was  willing  to 
leeepttlie  ^lodification  of  his  motion,  not  considering 
^  in  doii^  *a,  be  adapted  any  opinion  which  bad  been 

Tied  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
BARTOM  made  a  few  remarks 
Mr.  HAYN£  observed,  that,  under  the  impresnon  that 
SI  ioqtury  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  would 
conr,  ibtv  Hs  constitutionality,  he  would  withdraw  his 
■odon  for  amendment. 

Ui.  KNIGHT  suggested  that  the  motion  ought  to  be 
■BMsded  so  as  to  uiclude  schools  as  well  as  colleges. 
In  toot  Stales  there  were  schools,  but  no  colleges. 

Nr.  HcLANE  then  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  em* 
kneecoUef^  or  public  institutions  for  education. 

The  queaton  on  recommitting  being  then  put,  it  was 
dedded  in  tbe  negative,  on  a  division,  18  to  31. 

Tit  ituestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offer* 
tihjMt.  CHANDLER,  which  was  rejected. 

On  notion  of  Sir,  HAKRISON%  the  biU  waa  further 
■•esded,  by  restricting  tbe  location  of  the  lands  to  the 
Sue  of  Ohio. 

Tike  bill  waa  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  when 
Hr.  COBB  renewed  the  motion  to  recommit,  with  in- 

Aoetion^  and  moved  that  tbe  question  be  taken  by  yeas 

nda^  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  KUGtiLKS  briefly  opposed  tbe  motion  forrecom- 

■itaest 

Hr.  MACON  said>  that  it  was  of  little  consequence 
vbether  tbe  bill  passed  with  or  without  the  amendment. 
Eitber  nj,  it  would  demonitrate  that,  whenever  a  door 
wimce  opened,  they  never  shut  it.  It  began  with  the 
dtif  lad  dumb,  and  it  is  going  on,  so  that,  before  long, 
^wiUeiBbface  every  thing.  1  don't  Itke  to  hear  mem- 
^Mlk.  about  the  Constrtution,  said  Mr.  M.  It  is  use- 
I  have  taken  my  leave  of  it  some  years  ago.  This 
liputioa  ti  for  a  college  established  by  a  meritorious  in- 
dinduL  But,  jf  we  look  to  the  merits  of  individuals, 
vhoe  ihall  we  stop  Is  this  the  only  establishment  in 
^  United  Slates  which  merits  assisUnce  ?  Vale  College 
■M  ilwavi  been  highly  noken  of,  and  tliat  has  as  good  a 
dua  aatbis.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  a  Sute  In- 
MiNioB,  w  whether  the  Slates  manage  these  esUblish* 
nenta  in  tbe  North  and  West— but,  in  the  South,  the 
^  pati  tbem  op  and  supplies  the  funds.  If  you  be- 
|ia  mth  this  mstitutian,  where  idU  you  end  >  Uo  you 
MbeGcretbstitwiU  open  a  door  fcr  tile  entrance,  with 


a  petition,  of  eveiy  State  in  the  Union  t  It  will  bring  the 
States  to  CongTcaa,  where  they  never  ouf^t  to  ooom. 
'lliese  things  appear  small  in  tbe  beginmng.but  tktf 
grow  in  consequence  as  they  go  on.  A«  to  tbe  dem 
for  education,  it  Is  unireraaJ  t  there  is  not  a  man  in  tho 
United  States  who  bu  as  much  knowledge  as  he  coreta* 
l*he  argument  that  education  is  a  blessing,  has  never  beep 
denied.  But  was  it  to  be  managed  by  Congress  *  As  they 
went  on  to  increase  the  powers  of  tbe  National  Legisla* 
ture,  they  made  it  more  unweildy,  and  increaied  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  machinefy.  All  the  Statea  would  ask  fbr  as- 
sistance, if  it  was  given  to  one.  lliere  was  formerly  a 
college  in  Matvland,  and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  all  the 
property  was  oeatroyed,  hut  the  land  i  and  they  had  ne- 
ver been  ^le  to  put  it  up  agiun  t  but  it  remains  aait  was. 
Whether  this  was  to  be  a  sectarian  college  or  not*  he  did 
sot  know  I  but  he  was  against  tbe  donUioiv  on  aU  coo- 
siderations,  u  setting  a  h«d  exan^le. 

The  question  beir^  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  >•• 
commit,  it  was  dedded  in  the  negative. 

The  qtiestioft  on  engrosnng  then  oeeured*  and  tbft  yea* 
and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr.  TTl<BB| 
it  was  decided  affirmatively. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enrroaaed  for  a  tMrd 
reading  t  and,  on  the  SXst  of  March,  it  was  read  a  ttiivd 
time,  PASSU,  and  aent  to  the  House  of  Bcpretentatirea 
for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  H  was  ordered  that,  whM 
the  Senate  a^jooro,  it  adjourn  to  Mondi^  next. 

MevBAT,  MaBCB  31, 1838. 

VACCINATION. 
On  owtionof  Ur.BATISMAN,  the  Senate  pfowcded'to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  *'  to  encourage  vaccination.** 
M^  BATBMAN  remarked,  that  it  was  probably  with- 
in the  recolleclion  of  evenr  member  of  the  Senate,  mat 
a  law,  similar  to  the  bill  under  oonaideratiois  waafiw- 
meriy  passed  by  Congress.  It  wai  enacted  in  X8IS. 
and  the  country  et^yed  the  benefit  of  it  until  IftSS, 
when  it  was  abruptly  repealed,  in  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, produced  by  -an  unfortunate  occurrence  in  North 
Carob'na.  It  is  now  proposed  to  re-enact  tluit  law,  with 
two  modificaliona,  die  most  important  of  which  is  a  pro- 
vision for  two  a^nts  instead  of  one.    The  question  pre- 


m^  be  applied  for,  thrnugh  the  medium  of  the  Post 
Omee,  the  genuine  vaccine  matter,  and  it  confers  the 
franking  privilege  on  letters  or  packa^  to  or  from  the 
agents,  contuiiing  vac(»ne  matter,  m  any  way  Mut- 
ing to  the  aubject  of  vaceinatioiH  to  the  extent  ot  one 
ounce  in  weight.  The  privilege  is  thus  apecwUy  re* 
straine<l.  and  has  all  the  guards  usually  employed  to  pre- 
vent  an  abuse  of  it.  The  importance  of  vaccination  as 
a  preventive  of  the  small  poa  will  be  generally,  if  not 
univeraally,  conceded  (  and  the  great  beneOU  which  have 
been  derived,  and  would  again  result  from  auch  u  agen- 
cy, are  the  dewgnation  of  perions  from  whom,  m  case 
of  emergency,  tbe  infection  may  be  obtained,  and  the 
security  tbi>t  it  will  be  genuiite.  When  the  small  pox 
prevails  in  any  of  tbe  lu^e  cities,  cases  of  it  frequently 
happen  in  the  country,  where  tlie  best  secunty  against 
its  contagious  influence  ia  an  immediate  reaurt  to  vacci- 
nation, whicl^  when  speedily  employed  on  those  in  the 
netghboihood  liable  to  the  small  pox,  qcver  mis  at 
once  to  atop  the  progress  of  that  formidable  disease.  It 
is  in  cases  of  this  sort,  '.and  very  many  such  have  been 
witneaaed,  that  the  advantue  of  such  an  agency  as  is 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  is  most  con^icuous  by  af- 
fording a  bcUity  for  the  applicatioa  <rf  the  only  appro* 
priatftfCtDedy.  I  have  understood  and  beherc,  that  the 
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former  aireiU  never  failed  to  furnish  the  genuine  matter 
wliei)  applied  to  for  it,  one  instance  only  excepted  ;  and 
that  the  in^-ariabIe  elfect -was  speedy  extirpation  of  tlie 
orif!;in%I  disease,  unless  where  it  became  epidemic  in  tlie 
lai'Re  cities,  in  which  cases  a  Byatemat-c  coiictrt  of  ope- 
i-atinn  becomes  necesailry.  It  is  true  that  tlte  variolous 
or  smaM  pox  matter  was  sent  into  North  Carolina,  instead 
of  tl'u  vaccine,  which  had  been  applied  for.  A  degree 
of  mjstjry  still  hangs  over  that  transaction  It  is  known 
tl  at  tlic  Kgcnt,  Ur.  Smith,  was  extremely  cautions  in  the 


matter.  If  persons  were  entilled  to  receive,  post  hee, 
such  letters,  why  not  letters  Iree  respecting  iilhcr  dii. 
eases?  Hia  colleague's  object  was  not  onljr  to  save  «- 
penM  In  the  Itran&purtation  of  the  matter,  hut  to  eiuble 
t!ie  People  to  know  where  they  could  find  the  msttcT. 
Was  not  sufficient  notoriety  to  be  obtained  in  the  wdi. 
nary  way  ?  Besides,  it  seemed  that  those  citiei  whew 
the  matter  was  most  easily  to  be  had,  suffered  mo* 
from  the  small  pox.  His  colleague  had  stated  that  7S0 
persona  liad  perished  in  New  York,  Pliiladelphia,  and 


administration  of  his  office,  and  the  result  of  an  investi- 1  Baltimore  t  allowing  that  vaccination  was  mott  :irKlecl. 


{jfttion  l:y  a  comnuttec  of  the  House  of  Rpprespiitativcs, 
(liiriiif-  the  last  Congress,  renders  it  almust  certain, 
lilgMy  ]irnbable  at  least,  that  some  mischievous  and 
«  icki.  il  ptTs-in  had  access  to  the  le'.ter  in  which  the  vac- 
cine matter  hnd  been  put  up,  and  substituted  therefor  a 
varloh^tts  scab.  Of  the  veiy  numerous  supplies  of  the 
tnnttf  r,  this  ia  the  only  instance  of  »ny  mistake,  and  dia- 
trfss'ii;r  indeed  as  it  was,  ought  not  to  weigh  down  the 
many  pi  cat  benefits  conferred  by  the  law,  which  was 
p-o'iubiy  the  means  of  saving  many  lives.  The  only 
(Uvor  ni>w  abked  of  Congress  in  return  for  so  much  pro- 
mised good,  is  the  release  of  postage  on  the  correspond- 
ence growing  out  of  the  agency— a  dispeiisatiitn  which 
is  granted  to  seven  or  eight  tliousand  Deputy  I'ostmas- 
lers,  imd  which  cannot  affect  the  revenues  of  the  Pout 
Office  Dcjiuriment,  to  any  extent  wt  rthy  of  being  nam- 
ed. Mr.  ».  observed,  that,  if  any  ubjections  were  urged 
to  the  t>i!l,  he  would  endeavor  to  obviate  them. 

Mr.  HAItRISON  said  we  had  been  alarmed  here  for 
levcral  days  with  the  appearance  of  the  varioloid.  The 
<lt!tnr>.lcrw:ia  'muol)  milder  than  the  small  pox.  The  mcdi- 
cul  socifiies  in  Europe  had  ascei  tamed  that,  out  of  sumc 
hundredi  not  vaccinatvd,  eighty-five  died  of  the  small  pox. 
C<mt;ri-Bs,  with  a  view  to  promote  vaccination,  gave  to 
n-jclur  Smith  the  facilities  of  communication,  by  mail, 
which  arc  now  proposed  by  this  bill.  It  might  be  asked, 
why  wi>5  it  necewury  to  resort  to  the  mail  >  The  «n- 
twer  fvus,  that  it  anonled  the  most  direct,  safe,  and 
speedy  mt-ais  of  obtaining  the  vaccine  matter.  Were 
Hie  small  pox  prevalent  here,  and  were  the  City  300 
miles  dis'anl  from  any  place  where  the  vaccine  matter 
could  be  I  rocured,  how  many  persons  might  die  before 
the  means  i>f  security  could  be  obtained,  without  the  use 
of  the  mail }  I'he  unfortunate  miiitake  which  occurretl 
in  North  Cai-oVma,  was,  Hr.  H.  believed,  the  result  of 
the  malice  of  some  individual  wliose  object  was  to  de- 
Btrny  Hoctor  Smith's  reputation.  U  was  impossible  to  be- 
lieve i!>:it  Doctor  Smith  would  have  taken  the  varioloid 
ma;icr  from  the  arm  of  a  person,  to  be  disseminated.  He 
could  liave  no  motive  fur  so  demoniacal  a  deed.  It 
wKuld  have  been  destructive  of  the  whole  object  for 
which  he  had  so  many  years  been  toiling.  But,  grant- 
in^',  whnt  -it-ems  impossible,  that  Dr.  Smith  did  mistake 
the  variuloid  lor  the  vaccine  matter,  does  it  do  aw«y  ihe 
cITicucy  ot  genuine  matter,  and  the  necessity  of  dissemi- 
nating it  '  There  was  a  prospect  that  the  bill  would 
<  flV  ct  much  good.  It  could,  at  any  rate,  be  productive 
of  no  injury.  I'he  expense  would  be  trifling  to  the 
United  Stntt's.  Mr.  H.  had  no  doubt,  if  Uie  .Senators 
present  were  convinced  that  a  single  life  in  the  year 
cunld  be  saved  by  the  assistance  required,  they  would 
most  w  ill  nglv  vote  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
Mr.  CHANDLEn  opposed  the  bill. 
Mr.  bUANXIl  made  a  few  remarks. 
Mr.  DICKKKSON  did  not  believe  tlie  ^ntleman  al- 
luded to  wus  at  all  in  fault.  The  suspicion  was  well 
founded  tS-.at  the  act  complained  of  was  done  by  some 
person  willi  a  design  to  injure  that  gentleman.  But  he 
was  Iree  to  fuiy,  1  hat,  in  his  opinion,  more  mischief  had 
resulted  from  that  affair,  than  could  be  counterbalanced 
by  any  good  «  hich  had  come  from  making  post  free  the 
iJt'trs  rcldling  to  nc^natim,  or  contamrajf  vaccine 


ed  where  it  was  most  attainable.  He  should  oppotethe 
extension  of  the  right  of  franking  for  the  purpwes  cos- 
templutedin  the  bill. 

Mr.  BATKMAN  replied  by  stating,  that,  if  this  ip- 
plication  emanated  from,  or  had  any  special  conneiion 
with  any  vaccine  society,  he  was  unaware  of  iu  Siicb 
an  institution  may  exist  in  Maryland  \  but  if  sn,  its  opt^ 
ations   were  ' probably  chiefly  confiiu-d  to  that  Stite. 
He  went  for  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  to  every 
corner  of  which,  however  remote  or  sequestered,  lie  I 
wished  to  extend  the  facilities  which  the  bill  jwovidei.  | 
It  was  indeed  the  country,  and  thoao  portions  of  it  mott  i 
remote  from  tliclarge  cities,  to  which  it  woidd  benort  , 
useful.    In  the  country,  thcmattet  could  not  well  bei>n- 
8er\-ed  through  tlie  Summer;  and  it  was  of  the  utmcntio- 
portance  to  practition>-rs,  ri.mofc  (lom  the  cities,  to  kiw* 
where,  and  of  whom,  they  coul  l  at  all  limes  obtain  mat- 
ter on  which  they  mit;lit  ^aafclv  depend.    Mr.-B.  lJiouj|lit 
tlie  benefits,  which  resulted  f>om  the  former  law,  had 
been  undervalued.  Jay  those  who  opposed  the  bill.  It 
was  a  feet,  believed  to  be  well  established,  that  the  v»- 
dultj  of  the  Agent,  favored  by  the  co-operation  trf  U* 
Faculiyi  at  one  time,  extirpated  the  small  poxfromtlw 
United  Statts,  so  that,  for  several  months  precediiq; 
the  Kail  of  1821,  not  a  case  of  it  was  known  toesi* 
within  our  limits.    In  the  Full  of  1821,  it  was  unluppilT 
imported  into  Baltimore  from  Liverpoidj  from  the  letds  of 
which  it  continued  to  spread  wider  and  wider,  for  seve- 
ral years,  so  that,  in  the  year  1824,  no  less  than  720  hidi 
vidiuts  died  of  the  disease  in  the  three  cities,  of  New  Turk, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and  it  still  prevail*  in  tlie 
country.    It  must  he  recollected  that  the  Aj;ency  la* 
was  repealed  early  in  the  yearl822.    Mr.  B- said,  ttut 
it  appeared  to  him  that  liiv  colleague  {Mr.  D.]  I>«d  not 
ob8er\-ed  hts  ustul  caution  m  hen  he  ventured  an  opinioa 
that  the  distress  produced  by  the  North  Carolina  catu- 
troplie,  would  otitweigh  a  large  share  of  the  benefit 
whicli  had  been  produced  by  the  law.    It  was  difficult, 
he  knew,  to  estimate  rightly  the  value  of  prevenlite  re- 
medies.   In  this  case  the  prevention  of  the  distress  re* 
suiting  from  disease  and  death  iu  the  most  sppalUns 
he  did  not  doubt  had  been  very  great.   As  to  the  chaise 
of  postage,  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  scenwdio 
imagine  it  was  one  of  tlic  purposes  of  the  pliysiciain  tu 
avoid,  it  was  of  too  little  consequence  to  enter  into  the 
account.    The  great  object  to  be  effeeted  was,  a  sure  re- 
source from  which  to  obtain  supplies  of  the  vims  in  time  nf 
qeed,and  not  the  avoidance  of  a  trifling  cliaf|;e  for  postage. 

Mr,  niCKERSON  considered  the  Society  entitled  to 
credit  for  wliat  public  good  they  had  done,  but  tlionftht 
the  Senate  should  extend  the  privilege  of  franking  with 
great  jealousy,  even  to  its  officers.  The  Uible,  end 
other  Societies,  consider  themselves  equally  entitled  W 
the  privilege  of  free  communication.  Privileges  of  ihti 
kind  should  not  be  partially  granted.  M'hy  not  extend 
this  privilege  toother  tliscases,  or  why  c«)nfine  it  to  x^sc 
cine  inoculation  >  Mr.  D.  thouglit  the  dissemination  ol 
vaccine  inoculation  sufficiently  extensive,  ihrougliout  iIh 
Stales,  without  any  farther  interference  «f  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  i 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  bil 
was  rejected. 
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FRENCH  COLONIAL  TRAOE. 
The  bill  to  reflate  intercoiirw  vith  tlie  islands  of 
Vtrtiniqiie  and  GiiadaloupvtWiis  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOOtlBUKY  mse,  and  saiil  it  was  tinnecesaary 
for  him,  at  this  time,  to  (.fftrany  ihingf  beyond  a  brief  ex- 
plaDation  of  the  origin  and  operalion  uf  this  bill.  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  he,  that,  in  1825,  the  British  Govern- 
nent.  by  an  Order  in  Council,  opened  many  uf  the  ports 
1«  their  West  lodit  colonies  to  all  the  world,  on  certain 
qtedfied  terau.  Those  termii  it  is  not  impnHant  to  emime- 
rate,  ciceptthat  the  measure  was  required  tabe  met  by 
other  nations,  within  a  particular  time,  by  commercial  re- 
gMlatiensof  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  character.  Tlie  liis- 
tory  of  Ilie  attempt  by  Ihis  Senate  to  reciprocate  the  me.-»- 
iore,  is  fresli  in  the  remembrance  of  all,  aiul  the  conse- 
qurneea  as  well  ai  the  causes  nf  the  failure  of  that  attempt 
neetl  not  now  be  repeated.  But  the  French  Government 
early  seized  upon  the  opportunity  ofTered  by  the  British 
Older,  Xo  t-xlend  the  comtnerce  of  lier  dependencies,  and 
met  it  by  the  Fiench  ordinance  of  February,  182P.  That 
ordinance  bits  recently  been  placcil  on  tlic  tables  of  all 
Uie  membetaof  this  House  i  and  its  provisions,  eqiializ. 
inp  the  duties  on  tannage  to  Teatc-ls  of  all  nations  that 
enter  Gnadaloupc  and  Martinique,  atul  imposing'  a  very 
low  tariflT  on  many  important  articles  of  export  from  this 
eeunliy  to  those  Isluntls,  are  now  familiar  to  all . 

The  present  bill  is  intended  to  reciprocate,  in  a  friend- 
ly spirit,  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance.  Mr.  \V.  said 
be  could  conceive  of  no  objection  to  its  passage,  unless 
nntlemen  should  apprehend  that  some  important  cHuse, 
doriny  the  last  two  yearn,  has  prevented  any  steps  being 
♦»ken  to  meet  the  imUnance,  which  ought  still  to  prevent 
wy  I  or  that  tlie  bill  goet  further  in  its  indulgences  tlian 
tiie  ordinance. 

As  to  the  first  supposed  objection,  Mr.  W.  remarked 
dat  heliek)  in  liia  hand  a  communication  from  the  De- 
putmentpf  Sttte,  in  answer  to  inquiries  by  the  Commit- 
ter and  wirich  would  be  read,  if  any  member  dcurcd  it, 
l^ffning  certain  reasons  for  '.he  delay.  It  appeared  by 
this  communicatitm  that  the  onliiiance  was  presented  to 
this  Government,  by  the  resident  French  Minister,  as  ear- 
ly as  June,  1836.  It  is  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
then  made,  as  to  what  shoidd  be  done  in  relation  to  it  t 
Pre»dent  doubted  his  power  to  meet  it  by  pro- 
cnmation  under  our  statute  of  January,  1824,  conceniinff 
the  removal  of  discriminating  ftiitiea ;  that  its  publication 
yna  noticed  in  some  American  newapnper,  by  ilie  State 
Uepartment,  soon  afler  it  was  received,  though,  Mr.  W. 
••id,  it  hul  not  been  his  fortune  to  see  it  republished  in 
amf  of  the  Northern  commercial  papers,  or  in  those  pritit- 
eoat  the  Scat  of  Government ;  and  tltat  nothing  since 
had  been  done,  or  had  publicly  transpired,  concerning 
the  ordinance,  till,  on  &  resolution  of  the  vigilant  Senator 
™n  Maryland,  It  was  communicated  to  (hiabody.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thus  communicated,  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  Ihey 
seeing  no  reason  *by  the  ordinance  should  not  be  prompt- 
ly met,  by  a  grant  ol"  similar  priv .leges  to  the  commerce 
M  those  islands,  had  repotted  the  present  bill. 

Tlie  committee  deemed  it  necessary  to  act  speedily, 
B  the  long  delay  to  reciprocate  the  measure  liad  given 
"•e  to  a  report  which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  verified, 
that  the  privileges,  so  far  as  rcganls  American  vessels, 
had  been,  or  were  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  They  deem 
ed  the  trade  also  of  sufficient  importance  to  this  cou»tr>- 
to  require  early  and  sedulous  attention  from  the  coiisti- 
tirtej  auihorities,  in  its  prewrvation  and  improvement. 

The  exports  to  those  islands,  with  some  to  Cayenne, 
on  tiie  continent,  for  two  other  small  West  India  Islar^ds, 
belonging  to  France,  which  were  little  more  than  naked 
ruckii,  amounted  to  almost  a  million  of  dollars  worth  an- 
nually. They  consisted  of  our  domestic  producU  entirely, 
•icept  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  of^teas  and  pepper  i 


and  among  tliose  domestic  products  were  included  many 
staple  articles,such  as  rice,  tubaccu^and  Indian  corn.  Near* 
\y  one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports  was  lumbert  almost  one- 
fifth  fishi  and  the  amount  of  the  others,  including  the  arti- 
cles firitt  named,  perhaps  it  was  not  necessary  to  detail. 

The  returns  for  these  cargoes  were  likewise  of  an  im- 
portant character.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  wholo 
value  consisted  of  molasses,  and  was  in  quantity  equal  to 
one-sixteenth  of  the  whole  importation  of  the  article  into 
the  United  States.  Almost  $600,000  was  specie  and 
bullion,  and  the  residue  sugar,  cocoa,  coffee,  and  other 
smaller  ariicles  of  htUe  amount. 

The  manner  in  which  the  hberatity  of  the  ordinance  of 
February,  1826,  has  been,  or  may  now  be  met,  may  atiect 
the  whole  of  this  trade ;  because,  like  the  trade  of  the 
British  West  Indies,  it  may,  by  inattention  and  delay  on 
our  part,  become  prohibited,  or  subjected  to  discriminat* 
iug  duties  of  the  most  burttiensome  character. 

The  pn-sent  bill  proposes  to  make  an  ample  and  just 
return  for  the  privileges  that  oi-dinance  confei-s ;  to  throw 
open  alt  our  poMs  lo  French  vessels  from  the  isUmls  of 
(iuadalope  and  Martinique,  bringing  cargoes,  the  growth 
or  produce  of  those  isliuids,  on  payment  of  the  sa.iie  du- 
ties as  American  vessels  with  like  cargoes.   The  bill  it 
thus  more  extensive  in  its  terms  than  (he  ordinance,  as  it 
is  lint  confine<l  to  vessels  owned  only  in  those  islands,  nor 
to  French  vessels  sailing  from  particular  ports  in  those 
islands — nor  is  it  limited  to  particular  ai*ticlea  of  importa- 
tion, excluding,  virtually,  like  the  ordinance,  other  arti- 
cles not  enumerated ;  because  the  ports  there  opened 
are  probably  all  where  ciistoin-houses  are  established ; 
because  few  vessels  are  owned  in  those  islands  which 
could  enter  into  this  trade  t  and  because,  save  pork  and 
flour,  perhaps  no  articles  of  importance  are  wholly  exclud- 
ed firom  admission.    In  legislation  of  this  kind,  bi/ltumed 
on  free  and  friendly  principles,  it  i»  better  to  exceed  Uian 
fall  short  of  other  luttions  in  the  exercise  of  a  catholic 
spirit,    in  a  Government  like  ours,  which  buasU  of  its  U- 
berality  and  jusltce,  the  utmost  vigilance  should  be  em- 
ployed to  practise  all  we  profess.    The  principle  of  tlie 
bill  is  to  us  all-essential.   Nobody  will  dreatl  any  i'ljurious 
operation  of  it  to  our  real  interest  as  well  as  churacter, 
wlien  they  adveri  to  the  tact,  that  all  the  Importationa 
here,  from  those  islands,  except  about  1 25,0U0  worth, 
an<l  all  the  exports,  but  about  1 72,000  wurtli,  are  traiit. 
ported  in  our  own  vessels.    Mence,  the  privileges  grant* 
ed  by  tlie  bill  will  extend  only  to  the  amall  portion  of  th« 
trade  carried  on  in  Fiench  vessels.    In  respect  to  that 
portion,  we  may  well  be  liberal,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  smullnesa,  but  because,  though  some  of  our  articles 
are  excluded,  the  duties  on  tliose  admitted  are  much  less 
than  the  duties  imposed  by  us  on  the  articles  from  Ruada- 
loupe  and  Martinique.  Gentlemen,  on  turning  to  the  or- 
dinance, will  ate  that  lumber  pays  only  4  per  cent.,tobRcco 
but  7  per  cent.,  live  stock  lU  per  cent.,  Indinn  com  3 
francs  tlie  hectolare,  and  on  rice  and  salt  fish  7  per  cent. 
As  tlie  kilogramme  is  something  over  two  pounds  avoirdu- 
pois, the  duty  on  rice  is  probably  less  than  20  per  cent.{ 
while  on  our  part,  the  importations,  s<icli  as  molasses, 
sugar,  and  coffee,  pay  at  least  from  fil*y  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent.,  and  thus  leave  the  whole  timw  of  exchange 
by  no  means  disadvantageous  to  this  country.    Thff  pro- 
viso enables  tlie  President  at  any  lime  to  withhold  the 
privileges  of  this  act,  if  those  of  the  ordinance  appear  to 
have  been  revoked,    buch,  in-  brief,  is  the  origni,  and 
such  will  be  the  opermtion  of  the  present  bill,  and,  with- 
out  further  expUnatiol^  it  is  hoped  that  tlie  Senate  will, 
with  cheerfiilnessand  unanimity,  agree  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  were  certainly  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  It  apiiears  that  the  President 
of  the  Utiited  States  has  been  in  posseaiion  of  information 
deeply  affecting  our  commercial  relations  with  tlM  Fr«ach 
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iVeflt  Indift  Islands,  as  early  a>  the  month  of  June,  1826> 
vhich  inrormation  has  been  withheld  from  Congresa,  for 
he  reaaona  let  foilh  ia  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  the  honorable 
Jwirman.  One  of  wliich  reasons  is,  that  the  French  or* 
I'lntuice  of  February,  1826,  although  officially  eommuni' 
«ted  to  the  State  Department  in  the  month  of  June  of 
lie  same  year,  was  published  in  some  one  or  two  newti- 
wpers  in  this  country.  It,  however,  does  not  appear 
hat  the  ordinance  was  known  to  those  must  deeply  in- 
erested  in  the  trade  ;  all  now  admit  the  value  of  the  in- 
Qrmation,  and  the  tndiapenaable  neceswty  of  Immediate 
eeialation  on  our  part 
The  chairman  had  not  informed  the  Seiuite  whether 
he  reasons  assigned  were  satisfiictory  to  the  committee. 
This,  however,  was  unnecessarv  {  for  it  is  but  too  appa- 
ent  that  no  satisfactoiy  reason  hat  been  oflered,  or  pro- 
<]tbly  could  be.  Be  it  an  idmny,  the  subject  is  one  of  cieep 
nterest  to  the  people  ot  this  countty,  and  i^rticulwb^  to 
t  portion  of  thoie  be  repreaeoted. 

It  was  clearly  our  duty  to  have  met  the  viewi  of  Fiance 
promptlvi  and  placed  (lie  trade  of  the  two  countries  on 
:enns  (u  perfect  equality.  Tliis,  Congren  would  Iwve 
been  as  reuly  to  have  done  at  the  hut  aeauon  as  at  this, 
had  they  known  what  the  Freudent  then  knew,  or  what 
they  now  know. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  that  he  would,  for  the  moment  repress 
the  feelinn  which  such  conduct,  on  the  part  of  our  rulers, 
was  calcuMted  to  excite,  under  the  hope  that  tome  per- 
son might  be  found  able  to  give  a  more  satishwtoiy  reason 
in  extenuation  of  the  policy  pursued  by  our  Government 
Ur.  SILSBEE  said,  that  the  bill  under  consideration 
received  his  approbation  in  committee,  and  would  receive 
the  support  of  his  vote  in  the  Senate.    He  considered 


the  ordinance  of  France  as  a  treasure  adopted  by  that 
Ooveniment  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and  without 
reference  to  the  accommodation  of  other  Powers.  I'be 
decree  itself  shews  this,  by  tt:e  omisuon  in  it  of  such  pro- 
visions as  are  found  in  the  acts  of  our  own,  and  every 
other  Govemmenl,  which  are  contemphtted  to  be  met  by, 
or  to  depend  on,  tlie  acts  of  anolber  party.  It  is  a  tem- 
ponty  act,  said  Mr.  S.,  revokabte  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Ftench  Govenimenl,  and  must  have  been  so  conndered 
by  this  Government,  to  whom  it  was  not  tlicn  even  sug- 
gested that  a  corresponding  act  on  our  part  was  required 
or  expected.  The  supposition  that  a  knowledge  of  tlie 
existence  ot  this  decree  had  been  kepta  secret  in  the  De- 
partment ol  State,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  erroneous.  Although 
be  had  not  licard  of  this  decree  himself,  until  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  sesnun  ol  Congress,  and, 
under  an  sppiebennon  that  its  existence  might  not  be 
ffenenlly  known,  he  had  forwarded  seversi  conies  of  it 
to  commercial  tections  of  the  eountrj',  yet  he  did  nut  do 
this  willi  any  expectation  of  giving  nilonnation  to  those 
who  are  usually  engaged  in  trade  to  those  islands,  as  he 
could  not  belie\  e  them  to  ha\  e  been  so  long  ignorant  of 
it  1  for  these  voyages  are  maile  evtry  few  months,  and,  if 
the  rates  of  duties,  or  privileges  of  tradt-,  were  essentially 
nltered  by  this  dtcree,  no  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel, 
which  liad  been  at  those  islands  wnce  it  took  effect,  could 
be  so  regardless  of  their  interest  as  not  to  have  a  full 
knowledge  of  it,  Mr.  S.  said  that,  very  soon  after  hear- 
ing of  -this  dtcree,  he  found  that  it  bad  been  published 
in  several  newspapers  ;  one  of  which  publications  he  had 
leen  in  a  Baltimore  paper  O'c  believed  it  was  the  Com- 
mercioland  Daily  Advertiser)  of  the  S6thof  June,  1836, 
extracted  from  tlie  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the  S4th  June, 
which  publication  was  made  over  the  name  of  the  French 
Consul,  and  gave  all  the  particidars  of  the  decree.  Tlie 
date  of  this  pubUcation,  Mr.  S.  believed,  was  the  very 
liay  on  which  it  was  received  by  our  Government  i  so  that 
they  could  have  given  no  more  publicity  to  it  than  they 
must  have  seen  liad  been  already  done  by  an  officer  U 
the  Freocb  Government 


Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  publish  our  own  laws,  or  those  of  a  leading  char- 
acter ;  but  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was,  at  was  not, 
their  practice  to  ptdilish  tlioec  of  foreign  Governments  i 
he  bod,  however,  understood  that  nch  was  not  their  prae- 
,tice  I  at  ai^  rate,  it  could  not  have  been  necessary  tn  tliie 
case,  seeing  that  it  had  alread>'  been  done  by  an  officer  of 
the  Government  from  which  the  act  had  emanated.  >lr. 
said  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  nusappre- 
bended  the  amount  of  duty  on  rice,  tn  stating  it  to  be  7 
per  cent    He  would  find  tt  to  be  7  irancs  per  100  kilo> 
grammes^  which  is  equal  to  65|  eentt  per  hiuidred 
'weight,  fw  about  30  to  25  per  cent  on  its  prime  coat  t  biit. 
whatever  may  be  the  rates  of  duties,  they  are  to  be  the 
same  on  importations  in  our  vesseb»  as  in  those  of  i-'rance, 
which  should  satisfy  us  on  this  point.    ^Mr.  8.  here  ena- 
merated  the  kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  ex- 
ported  to  tliese  colonies  the  lost  year,  giving  an  aggregate 
amount  of  900,000  dollars.]   Mr.  S.  suggested  to  the 
Senate  (without  offering  any  amendment)  that  the  pro* 
visoofthe  bill  did  not  authorize  the  President  to  annul 
it,  while  any  one  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  decree 
existed,  or  while  any  one  of  the  articles  cniuncrated  ia 
it,  were  admitted  into  the  French  islands. 

Mr.  WOODBUKY  remarked  that  he  had  inadvertently 
stated  the  duty  on  rice  at  7  per  cent  At  7  francs  the 
hundred  kilogrammes,  it  would  amount  to  from  18  to  30 
percent 

Mr.  BRANCH  r^oined.  that  wiUi  the  bluest  respect 
for  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Hr.  SitsasaJ  he 
very  miicli  questioned  whether  the  Senator  bimsetf  was 
satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  suppression  of 
this  truly  important  information.  For  he  now  considers 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  pass  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  thus 
place  the  trade  of  the  two  countries  on  the  basis  ofequnl* 
ity.  Had  the  gentleman  been  in  possession  of  this  infor- 
mation at  the  last  session,  would  he  not  liave  considered 
it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  have  advocated  the  passage 
of  a  similar  Uw  then  ?  Host  assuredly  be  would  ;  for  all 
must  admit  that,  if  it  ia  right  and  necessary  to  legislate 
now,  it  was  equally  so  then.  Why,  then,  luts  this  onti- 
nance,  this  new  tariff  of  duties  on  the  trade  with  Gua* 
daloupe  and  Martinique,  been  willibeld  from  the  AoBcri- 
can  Congress  ?  Mr.  Freaident,  the  cause  is  but  too  ap. 
parent  Believe  me,  air,  the  People  of  this  country  ara 
too  intelligent  to  be  blinded  in  this  way  \  a  short  retro- 
spect will  enable  them  to  understand  the  policy  and  views 
ol  thwe  at  the  head  of  our  Government,  and  properly  to 
appreciate  their  motives.  I'be  disclosure  was  calculated 
to  reflect  on  thcmselveih  ""d  to  throw  their  own  conduct 
into  discredit  Hr.  CUy  says  that  tlie  Fivnch  ordinanca 
was  pnblislied  in  some  one  or  two  of  tlie  newspapers  of 
this  country  in  1826,  which,  however,  no  person  that 
we  know  or  the  committee,  could  find,  ever  saw,  or 
can  now  find.  Adroit  it,  however,  to  be  true,  ia  it  a  suf- 
ficient reason  why  the  PrcHdeirt  of  the  United  States 
ahould  not  have  officially  communicated  the  intelligenca 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress  ?  Is  this  the  proper  course 
for  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  pumuc  ?  For  an  officer,  wliooe 
constitutional  and  sworn  duty  it  is  to  give  all  proper  in- 
formation, ttom  time  to  time,  to  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  No,  sir,  tbis  cannot  have  been  the  true  reason 
for  withholding  tlie  fi»cU  iVom  Congress.  It  is  a  mere 
subterfuge,  disrepuUble  to  the  American  character.  I'hey 
have,  by  their  own  showing,  said  Mr.  D.,  acted  in  a  man- 
ner which  merits  the  severe  reprefaenuun  ol  the  People 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  would  suggest  to  the  Cliairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  [Mr.  Woo»bo»t]  who  in- 
troduced the  bill,  irf'wiueh  he  entirety  approved,  whether 
there  was  not  some  hazard  that  this  bill,  in  iu  present 
shape,  would  repeal  tbe  construction  wbicb  the  Exeeu- 
tive  had  given  to  the  law  regalafmg  the  comroereial  in- 
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tereourae  between  thii  country  and  France  herself.  The 
Senate  had  seei^  from  ■  communication  made  by  the  Se- 
creUiT  of  State,  that,  in  the  exerciae  of  the  discretion 
Tested  in  the  TYesanry  Department,  on  th«  arrival  of 
sonte  French  vessels  from  France,  via  Martinique,  doubts 
arose  whether  they  were  to  be  regarded  as  coming  from 
France  or  from  Martinique.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
u  to  the  duties  to  be  paid  th  either  case  {  but  the  proper 
officer  of  the  euatmns  had  been  directed  to  consider  them 
as  coming  from  France  t  thus  placing  them  in  the  most 
AtTonble  situation.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  T.,aTf«8e1  bound 
from  France  to  Hardnique,  with  a  CRrgo  of  claret,  sells, 
on  her  arrival  there,  a  part  of  her  cargo,  and  with  the 
balance  arrives  in  the  United  Statefi,  will  she,  if  this  bill 
passes^  be  regarded  any  kmger  as  a  vessel  from  Prance 
OF  from  Martinique  f  Might  not  the  passage  of  this  bill 
be  reginled  as  con6nning  the  Executive  construction, 
and  so  subject- aueh  vessels  to  greater  duties  than  aro 
BOW  imposed  on  our  own  vesseb  under  similar  circum- 
stances *nd  thus  subject  our  navigition  to  greater  losses 
than  any  benrfiu  to  be  derived  from  the  bill  would  pro- 
duce '  Mr.  T.  thought  tlie  bill  had  better  b«  ao  amctrfled 
as  to  gtuttl  flgunst  stich  a  posuble  result 

Mr.  WOODBURT  said  that  if  the  Senate  saw  fit  to 
modHy  the  bill  ao  as  to  embrace  the  propontion  of  the 
^ntleman  from  Virginia,  there  couhl  be  no  objection  to 
It  t  slthougli  the  operation  of  the  terms  ofthe  convention 
betwecn-Uiis  country  aitd  France,  which  struck  off  one- 
finirth  of  the  diacriminating  duty  each  year>  rendered  it 
a  matter  of  no  great  importance. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  be  rote  merely  to  put  a  question  to 
Hk  chairman  of  the  committee  ;  he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther  the  French  ordinance  had  not  been  repealed  or 
■wxlified  ?  He  would  be  glad  to  know  if  the  committee 
bad  investigated  tlie  subject,  and  whether  they  were  in 
posse uion  of  such  information  as  would  enable  the  cbair- 
atin  to  state  what  was  the  fact  in  this  respect.  It  was 
to  bim  a  matter  of  much  regret,  tliat  a  bill  of  this  nature 
Dad  not  been  passed  a  year  ago,  though  be  well  knew 
that  Congress  bad  no  information  of  the  subject  which 
voald  have  enabled  them  to  act.  His  constituents,  he 
knew,  had  no  such  information.  It  was  unfortunate  t!iat 
the  Executive  had  not  communicated  the  French  ordi- 
■MDce  to  Congress,  it  would  have  been  highly  interest- 
iflg  to  the  people  ofthe  South,  as  the  trade  in  rice  alone 
would  have  been  extremely  valuable  to  to  them.  It  had 
been  stated  that;  in  consequence  the  delay  on  the  part 
ofthe  American  Government,  inreeiproeatitig  the  French 
crdinance,  it  liad  actually  been  repealed.  Mr.  H.  wanted 
imormalion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WOODBURT,  in  answer  to  the  gentlenun  from 
South  Carolini^  would  pve  all  the  infonnation  in  his 
power.  He  had  s  letter,  as  before  observed,  Irom  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  which  be  would  a^ktof  the  Secretary  to 
f^d,  by  which  it  appeared  that  no  inforoution  of  any 
cwige  in  the  French  ordinance  had  reached  the  Depart- 
■rat  of  State  ;  and  that  application  had  been  made  to 
™*  Fr^h  Charge  on  that  subject,  who  slso  had  reccv- 
td  BO  mfermation  of  that  kind- 

^[The  Seeretaiv  here  read  tlie  letter  fVom  the  Secretarr 
ofatatej 

.  w-  would  alio  remark  that  the  second  letter  from 
we  Secretary  relates  to  a  decision  of  otir  Government,  as 
to  French  vesseN  touching  at  Guadaloitpe  and  Martinique, 
on-thcir  voyage  to  this  country  t  ireaiint;  them  as  If  com- 
log  directly  from  France  i  and  that  information  had  been 
**ceived  from  Mr.  Brown,  our  Minister  in  France,  that 
uie  French  Government  has  adopted  the  same  construc- 
wn  as  to  the  circtiitoua  voyage  of  oia-  vessels  that  we  have 
•oncerning  theirs. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  had  no  doubt  ofthe  correctness  of 
the  censtructitm  given  to  the  convention  with  France  by 
our  Goveniment,  but,  be  nid,  if  the  passage  of  this  bill 


will  put  French  vessels  coming  from  Martinique  and  Giui* 
daloupe  on  a  diflerent  footing  than  they  were  before^ 
what  would  be  the  effect  upon  vessels  coming  to  this 
country  from  either  of  those  colonies,  which  vessels  were 
originally  from  France,  and  ha<l  on  board  a  cargo,  or  part 
of  It,  taken  in  in  France  >  He  might  be  wrong,  but  he 
merely  threw  out  these  su^j^estions,  that  gentlemen 
might  avoid  repealing,  unintentionally,  the  construction 
given  b^  the  Executive  to  the  law  giving^  effect  to  the 
convention  with  France 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Hur>-land,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting,  in  the  fifth  line,  afler  the  word  "  Islands,"  tite 
words  **  or  of  France."    The  object  of  this  amendment, 
Mr.  S.  said  was  apparent.  He  had  understood  that  French 
veasels  coming  mim  France,  via  Martinique  and  Guada- 
loupe,  have  been  admitted  into  our  ports  on  the  terms  of 
the  convention  t  and  this  being  the  case,  why,  said  he, 
leave  the  matter  to  construction  *  Why  not  word  your 
law  so  that  it  may  be  ex^rened  F  If  the  bill  passes,  and 
goes  out  to  the  world  in  its  present  shape,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered that  vessels  coming  here  from  the  French  colo- 
nies, originally  from  France,  wifl  be  subject  to  alien  du- 
ties { snd  Prance  will  then  have  cause  to  complain.  Why 
not,  said  Mr.  8.,  make  the  matter  so  plain  as  to  be  under* 
stood  by  every  body  ?  France,  said  he,  employs  very  few 
colonial  vessels :  her  'colonial  trade  is  principally  carried 
on  by  vessels  coming  from  old  France,  and  touching  at 
their  colonies  for  cargoes,  which  they  faring  to  our  South* 
em  ports.   The  French  trade  is  very  important  to  us  { 
it  bad  quatlrupled  itself  unce  the  convention  was  enter 
ed  into.   That  convention,  sud  Mr.  8.,-  was  veiy  odioot 
to  the  French  merchants,  particulariy  to  those  of  Bor 
deaux  t  hr  he  believed  himself  warranted  in  asserting 
that,  since  our  vessels  had  been  admitted  into  the  portt 
of  fraiice,  on  the  same  tonnage  duties  as  French  vessels, 
nine-tenths  of  the  trade  was  in  our  hands.    Sir,  said  Mr. 
8. ,  a  new  sdralnistration  lias  come  into  power  in  France  i 
we  do  not  know  what  their  views  are  ;  but  we  do  know 
that  the  views  of  Villele  were  of  the  most  liberal  kind 
He  waa  going  on  gradually  to  place  the  tiade  of  tlu 
whole  world  on  terms  of  the  moat  fair  and  perfect  re 
ciprocit^.    He  did  not  know,  as  he  had  just  observed, 
what  might  be  the  policy  of  the  new  French  Ministry 
but  the  merchants  of  Bordeaux  were  using  every  exettioi 
to  abrocate  the  convention.   They  say,  that,  since  v 
was  entered  into,  the  Americans  monopoUze  the  wfaob 
trade. 

Of  all  countries,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  wish  to  conciUati 
France.  She  is  important  to  us  in  a  political  point  o 
view — impoKant  to  us  in  a  commercial  point  o!  view. 
Our  exchanges  with  her  are  highly  advantageous,  as  sht 
takea  from  us  our  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  atfr 
pies,  and,  in  return,  we  get  from  her  many  articles  muoh 
cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  Engbmd.  From  the 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  he  could  not  but  hope 
that  his  amendment  might  prevail. 

Why,  said  lie,  leave  that  to  construction,  whidi  we  can 
make  express  ?  Why  not  make  our  law  such,  tint  Franc* 
may  be  perfectly  satisfied  f 

Mr.  HcLANE  said,  that  he  was  not  very  decided  in 
his  objections  to  the  amendment,  but  he  considered  it  not 
aliogifther  consistent  wdth  the  bill,  and  rather  adepartore 
from  practice  t  snd  on  those  grounds  he  should  be  grati- 
fied if  the  mover  would  withdraw  it  The  bill  was  not 
framed  with  a  view  to  the  direct  trade  i  and  no  provision 
that  ihey  could  insert  would  affect  the  convention  be- 
tween this  country  and  France.  This  bill  is  solely  ap- 
plied to  the  regulation  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  ar- 
rangement which  was  to  be  made  by  this  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  direct  trade,  was,-he  con^dered,  settled 
by  treaty.  Whether  vessels  coming  from  France,  and 
toucliing  at  the  colonies,  should  be  admitted  here,  was 
not  the  question  under  discussion.   The  Government  bsa 
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already  deculcl  that  their  construction  of  the  convention 
is  faviirable  tn  tlieir  admissii)!).  On  that  subject*  therev 
fiire,  nothing:  crtnlcl  be  done,  and  nothing  was  needed.  It 
was  already  settled  by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this 
rifi^hl,  Congress  could  not  prevent  it.  If  they  have  not,  it 
ought  not  to  be  pveii  to  them,  and  Confess  ought  not  to 
interfere.  Suppose  that  France  were  to  put  a  different 
construction  on  the  convention  to-morrow,  by  which  this 
privilrFC,  granted  to  tbcm  by  our  Government,  should 
oe  denied  to  ua  in  return  }  We  ahould  then  be  bound.by 
our  lav.  We  could  not  then  control  any  unexpected  act 
of  the  French  Gnvemntent,  because  we  should  have  tied 
up  the  hands  of  our  Kxecutive  by  this  bill.  At  present, 
the  construction  of  the  convention  by  our  Government, 
was,  that,  if  a  vessel  leaves  part  of  her  cargo  at  the  talun<ls, 
ahe  may  come  here  with  the  remainder,  and  her  voyaj^e 
n  not  considered  as  broken.  But,  if  takes  in  a  new 
cargo,  lier  voyage  is  broken,  and  the  »  not  allowed  to 
come  here  under  the  terms  of  .the  convention.  If,  hoW' 
ever,  the  amendment  were  to  be  adopted,  she  may  do  so. 
Hence,  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  so  amended,  would  in- 
terfere vitli  the  tern.s  on  which  tlie  direct  trade  has  been 
flettte<l  bi'tween  the  two  coimtriea.  He,  Mr.  HcLc, 
thought  it  woii[<l  be  unwise  to  do  this.  We  were  pro- 
ceeding gradually  in  the  adjustment  of  our  trade  with 
France,  With  whom  we  now  have  a  fair  understanding. 
iTe  thougtit,  therefore,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  done 
which  would  confuse  or  interfere  with  that  perfect  ar- 
rangement of  the  intercourse  on  fair  and  reciprocal  prin- 
ciplt's.  These  were  briefly  the  views  which  induced 
him  to  wiah  that  the  amendment  might  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBUKV  had  no  objection  to  introduce  iutu 
the  bill  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
if  it  could  be  believed  necessary.  It  would  not,  in  all 
probatiility,  apply  to  half  a  duzcn  caaea  a  year  ;  and, 
moreover,  he  thouglit  that  the  convention  would  nnw  be 
sufficient,  under  the  eonstniction  given  to  it,  to  provide 
for  snr.h  part  of  the  cargo  of  French  vessels  as  may  come 
from  France,  and  the  bill  to  auch  part  as  may  come  from 
the  colonies.  While,  if  tlte  amendment  was  in  fact  adopt- 
ed, it  would  extend  the  operation  of  the  bill  from  tJie 
colonies  to  Prance  proper,  and  leisen  the  present  duties 
on  both  tonnage  and  cargoes  coming  from  the  motlier 
country. 

Mr.  SILSIIBE  said,  that  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  not  t)nly  fully  reciprocated  all  that  was  grant, 
ed  by  the  Freneh  decree^  but  went  even  a  little  further. 
That  decree  did  not  permit  the  importation  into  Marti- 
nique and  Guailalonpe,  »f  all  our  products,  b«tan  enume. 
rated  list  of  them,  from  which  flour  ami  some  other  arti- 
cles Wftre  exoluded;  whereas  the  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration permits  the  importation  into  this  couniry,  from 
those  CoJonies,  of  any  and  all  tlieir  produce  which  may 
be  permitted  to  be  brought  here  from  thence,  in  their 
vessels.  The  amendment  of  the  SeiiatorYrom  Maryland 
will  authorize  the  importation  from  thence,  of  any  of  the 

E reduce  and  manufactures  of  France  which  may  have 
een  previously  deposited  there,  which  will  be  giving  to 
these  Colonies,  and  without  equivalent,  greater  privileges 
than  are  enjoyed  either  by  France  or  England,  under  the 
existiiig  treaties  with  them.  The  produce  of  these  Krench 
Colonies  cannot  be  imported  into  this  country  from 
France,  yet,  it  this  amendment  prevails,  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  France  may  be  imported  from  these  Co- 
luities  i  this  was,  Mr.  S.  believed,  what  never  had  been 
done  by  this  Government,  except  under  treaty  stipula- 
tion and  for  a  fair  equivalent.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  had 
understood  that  our  trade  with  France  was  probably  now 
tlie  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  Governments; 
and,  laid  Mr.  S.  would  it  be  wise  or  sound  policy  to  inter- 
poiea  measure  like  this,  and  thereby  derange  the  progress 
of  negotiationsf  It  lias  just  been  svd  that  a  leading  object 
with  Fiance,  in  htt  trade  with  tUt  country,  is  to  f^x  her 


produce  and  manufactures  into  this  country  on  Civorable 
terms  :  if  this  be  the  case,  the  projiosed  amenrlment 
would  give_  to  the  French  Government  a  great  advanta^ 
in  negotiations  which  may  now  be  pending.    It  might 

f;ive  to  France  all  that  she  wanted.  And  it  waa  certain- 
y  bad  policy,  when  we  were  endeavouring  to  make  an  ad* 
vantageoiis arrangement,  to  make  such  an  offer  in  advance, 
without  knowing  whether  any  equivalent  would  be  re- 
ceived for  it.  France  may  say,  we  have  already  a  r^ht  of 
introducing  our  produce  and  manufiwtures  into  the  Onit- 
ed  Sutes,  through  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  do  not  wiah 
to  negotiate  on  that  subject.  The  possibility  ofiiitenupt- 
ing  an  arrangement  which  could  be  made  so  much  mote 
satisfactorily  by  treaty  tlian  by  legislation,  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that  the  argviment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Debware  had  conuderable  weiglit.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  that,  if  we  adupttliia 

amendment,  we  shall  give  tip  something  which  nr:ight 
otherwise  obtain  an  equiiateiit.  Ttiere  seems  to  be  a 
conflict  of  opinion  between  the  two  gentlemen,  in  ttds 
respect. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  there  was  no  conflict  of  opimoa. 
.We  allow  French  vesttis  tlie  carrying  trade,  circuitously. 
They  have  it  by  treaty.  And,  if  we  give  it  them,  by 
tlus  bin,  they  will  have  it  in  a  two-fold  manner.  It  had 
been  construed  by  our  Government  that  the  Convention 
allowed  French  vessels  to  come  here,  from  France,  by 
way  of  the  Colonies,  and  bring  such  parts  uf  their  nrigia> 
al  cargoes  from  France  as  had  not  been  landed  in  the 
Colonies.  This  amendment  went  so  much  farther,  as  to 
allow  them  to  hrin;^  fi^m  the  Colonies  auch  of  the  produc- 
tions and  manufuctures  <tf  France  as  had  been  landed  h 
the  Culonies,which  Mr.  S.  trusted  would  not  be  sanctioa< 
ed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON*,  of  Louisiana,  said  the  amendmeot 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  unnecessary,  and  is 
confounding  two  things,  which  are  entirely  distinct  in 
their  nature.  The  bill  was  carefully  prepared  by  tbe 
Committee,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  <rf'  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  it  embraces  every  thing  proper  to  meet  tbe 
terms  of  the  French  Ordinance. 

The  direct  trade  between  this  country  and  Ffmncets 
regulated  by  a  Convent'on,  and  it  Iiaa  been  settled  that 
the  vesfteli  of  either  may  touch  at  any  colonial  or  foreign 
port  for  information,  without  a  deviation  from  the  di* 
rcct  voyage.  But,  if  a  French  vessel  touches  at  the  co- 
lonies, anil  breaks  bulk,  it  is  a  deviation,  because  the 
Freiicli  Colonies  are  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the 
Convention  ;  but  this  trade  will  fall  within  the  operation 
of  this  bill.  II  is,  iheretore,  unneceSsai-y  to  connect  what 
properly  belongs  to  the  construction  of  the  ConventKMB 
witli  the  regulations  of  the  Coloniid  H'lade. 

'lliis  ordinance  is  temprrary  in  its  character — ^it  is  re- 
vocable at  the  will  of  the  sovereign  t  and  we  liave'had  no 
evidence  that  it  was  intended  to  be  permanent.  There 
can  be  no  indisposltiun  in  this  Government  to  reciprocate 
the  terms  of  it.  Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  his  views  of  I-'rance,  in  passing  this  re- 
gulation. Navigation  is  not  the  object  of  France.  She 
knows  tliat  she  cannot  contend  with  us.  It  is  trade — tlu 
exch.inge  of  production!>,to  which  she  looks.  The  gentle- 
man says  we  have  nlne-tenthsof  the  carrying  trade  wnce 
the  operation  of  the  convention  jnnd  then  says,  France 
had  tlie  interest  of  her  navii;ation  in  view,  in  passing  the 
ordinance,  which  is  to  equalize  the  duties.  It  is  true,  as 
the  gentleman  says — tbe  trade  has  vastly  increased  (and  it 
is  this  increasing  trade — not  navig:ition — that  induced  her 
to  promulgate  this  ordinance.  France,  feelii^  that  we 
have  some  advantages  in  navigation,  requires  of  us  other 
commercial  advanuges,  as  an  equivalent  i  and  now  tbe 
gentleman  urges  the  passage  of  this  bill,  as  an  (Ajectof 
great  impoitance,  to  oonciliRte  the  shipping  intereet  of 
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Fnnce.  Sir,  France  wants  our  markets.  Her  object  ia, 
to  get  from  us  what  she  wants,  in  exchange  for  what  she 
on  jcivc  us.  She  knows,  that  the  moment  the  duties  are 
equalized,  our  national  advantages  will  give  m  the  carry- 
ing. She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  efjuivalent  in  the 
vahiable  and  increasing  tnSe.  The  shipping  interest 
win  not  be  conciliated  by  this  bill.  What  can  they  anti- 
cipate from  the  operation  of  a  principle  which  the  gentle- 
man says  they  are  dissatisfied  with,  and  which,  he  adds, 
gives  us  nine-tenths  of  the  carrying  trade  ? 

Mr.  SMITH,  ofMarvland.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
desist,  he  irould  witbaraw  his  amendment 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  Uiat  the  amendment  was  of  little 
consequence.  He  had  Hsen  to  reply  tu  tlie  gentleman 
who  had  preeeded  him. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  amendment  was  under  consider- 
ation, and  the  gentlenrun  would  confine  himself  to  it. 

Hr.  JOHNSTON  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  amend, 
raent  was  iHider  discusbton — but  it  was  impossible  to 
mak  to  the  amendment,  or  to  reply  to  the  gentlemaii 
from  MaryUndt  without  ticking  the  bill  into  considera 
tkm. 

Tlie  CHAIR  again  retnarked,  that  the  amendment  was 
before  the  Senate,  and  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Loutsians  would  give  way,  the  mover  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  Ike  was  not  sensible  ofbeiag  out 
of  order.  He  had  risen  chiefiy  to  reply  to  the  ffenUe. 
nun  from  North  CaroUnii  who  had  been  indulged  in  very 
free  remarics  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Administration.  Mr. 
JOHMSTON  then  gave  waj-,  and  took  his  seat 

The  CUAIK  said,  the  order  of  debate  had  been  rigid- 
ly adiiered  to,  until  the  gentleman  from  LAuinana  rose. 
He  hx^ied  the  Senate  would  siutain  him  in  keeping  or- 
der. 

The  amendnient  was  tlien  withdrawn,  and  the  question 
on  onleriitg  to  be  engroswd,  being  stated  by  the  chair, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  again  took  the  floor,  and  said,  I  pre- 
sume the  hilt  is  now  open  for  discussion.  There  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  Uie  bill  i  but  the  oc- 
casion has  been  seized  on  to  assail  the  conduct  of  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  Government.  It  is  easy  to  make 
genenl  diaries  of  gross  ikegligence,  and  to  employ  rude 
and  offensive  langUMi^e.  without  knowing  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Preudent,  what  are  the  existing  relations  of 
the  two  countries,  or  wuting  for  any  explanation.  He  is 
charged  with  neglect,  gross  neglect,  of  the  public  inter- 
est, anri  even  his  motives  are  impugned,  in  not  submitting 
this  subject  to  Congress,  although  the  regulation  of  tlie 
whole  eommerce  ami  navigation  of  Uie  two  countries  is 
now  under  advisement,  witn  a  view  to  a  definitive  treaty. 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  expose  here,  even  for  his  defence, 
the  state  of  our  relations.  1  may  say  that  some  time  be- 
fore the  equdization  of  duties  took  effect,  a  c<»respon- 
dence  was  opened  on  the  part  of  France,  to  discuss  the 
ton*,  and  adjust  the  principles  of  a  permanent  arrange- 
embiaeing  all  toe  interests  of  both.  The  events 
vUdi  have  occurred  in  France,  the  change  of  Ministry, 
and  some  differences  of  opinion,  and  remaining  prejudi- 
ces, iMve  unexpectedly  delayed  the  compleUon  of  the 
object  so  much  dcrired  by  all  parties ;  but  the  delay  has 
occurred  on  their  part,  not  on  ours.  She  has  not  com- 
plained  of  neglect  or  inattention.  She  is  not  dissatisfied 
ibe  knowk  our  terms  and  our  prineiples :  it  requires  only 
her-  ooMuirenee  i  but  she  is  not  yet  ready  to  enter  into  the 
definitife  treat}  ;  and  several  minor  points,  though  ^ 
iniportniie^  must  be  settled  at  the  same  time.  It 
ney  appear,  hereafter,  that  the  Pretsdent,  instead  of 
charges  of  groM  ncfleet,  has  deterred  the  thanki  of  the 
counttpr. 

He  IS  charged  with  oar  fordgn  relations,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  is  as  anxious  and  as  honest  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
puUic  hitereat  as  we  are.    He  hai  evety  motive  to  con- 
duct owaffiurs  with  the  greatest  care  ud  ability,  and  to 
Tob  1V--36 


bring  them  to  a  speedy  and  successful  issue.  We  cannot 
see  the  difficulties  which  the  negotiation  presents,  or  the 
caases  which  embarrass  or  suspend  it  We  must  repose 
confidence  where  the  Constitution  has  reposed  power. 
If  this  subject  has  not  been  suhmitted  to  Congresfc  it  is 
because  it  was  thought  that  the  whole  queawn  of  our 
relations  would,  before  this  time,  have  been  Miyuited  by 
treaty,  and  because  this  particular  subject  has  not  given 
rise  to  the  least  difficulty,  and  did  not  require  a  separate 
arrangement 

1  will  endeaviM-  to  place  this  subject  fairiy  befbre  the 
Senate,  and  to  reply  to  the  objections  and  (Awr^ea  wUeb 
have  been  made, 

A  treaty  was  maile  with  France,  in  June,  1823,  to  go 
into  opention  the  1st  of  Octt^r,  of  that  year,  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  of  the  two  countries.  It  ia  said  in  the 
preamble,  to  be  **%  temporary  Convention,"  ''leading  to 
a  more  permanent  and  comprehennve  arrangement"  A 
discrimuiation  is  made  between  the  veiicu  of  tiie  two 
countries.  The  articles  of  the  United  States,  carried  in 
American  vessels,  were  to  pay  an  additional  duty,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  francs  per  ton  of  merchandise^  over  and 
above  the  duties  paid  on  like  articles  of  the  United  States 
imported  in  French  vessels ;  and  articles  of  France,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  French  vessels,  were  to 
piyr  not  exceeding  three  dollan  and  seventy-five  centa 
per  ton  of  merchandise,  over  and  above  what  was  paid  by 
American  vessels.  Thie  temporary  Ccmventiun  was  to  be 
in  force  for  two  years,  and  sner  that  time,  until  the  con- 
clusion of  a  definitive  treaty,  (m*  until  one  of  the  parties 
had  declared  its  intention  (for  six  months)  to  renounce  it 
It  was  moreover  stipulated,  that,  if  the  treaty  was  conti- 
nued after  tbe  two  years,  these  additional  diseriminatinr 
duties  should  be  diminished  one  fourth  eveiy  year^  uotu 
they  were  equalized.  This  Convention  was  made  tem- 
porary, in  oroer  to  eiuble  France  to  try  the  experiment 
of  the  equalization  of  duties  upon  her  commerce  and  na- 
vigation ;  so  that,  when  the  effect  was  seen,  she  might 
make  a  permanent  arrangement  This  Convention  cUd 
not  include  the  French  Colonies. 

This  ordinance  of  the  King  of  France,  for  the  regula* 
tion  of  the  Colonies,  ia  a  general  law,  not  made  with  per- 
ticuiar  reference  to  us,  but  passed  about  eight  months  af- 
ter the  British  act  of  Parliament,  and  no  doubt  in  conse- 
quence ot  their  upeuing  their  Colonial  porta— either  with 
a  view  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  Britisli  act,  or  to  place 
themselves  unon  an  equality.  These  British  and  French 
Colonies  are  in  direct  competition  with  each  other  t  they 
produce  the  same  articles,  seek  the  same  nwkets,  ana 
require  the  same'  supplies.  If  Great  Britahi,  tbert^bre, 
had  placed  herself  in  a  better  situation,  by  the  removal  <^ 
duties,  it  seemed  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  France  must  do  the  same-  This  orainance  was  in- 
tended to  place  her  colonies  upon  that  equaUty.  It  was  not 
communicated  to  our  Minister  in  Paris  {  it  was  not  made 
the  ground  uf  any  applicathin  when  presented  here.  It 
was  handed  to  us  in  Jun^  1836,  as  something  which 
might  be  acceptable.  This  ordinance  is  in  its  nature  tempo- 
rary, liable  to  be  changed  at  any  time,  and  there  has  bceh 
no  pledge  to  us  that  it  is  permanent  But,  if  it  was  their 
intention  to  regulate,  upon  equal  and  fixed  principle^ 
the  Colonial  trade,  they  knew  tliat  our  Minister  was  at 
all  times  anthorized  to  make  a  Convention,  eithertempo- 
rary  or  defiiiitivi^  embracing  eitlier  the  whole  trade  or 
the  Colonial  trade.  7'hey  Icnew  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  at  all  times  ready  to  extend  the  terms  of  the 
temporary  convention  with  France  to  the  Colonies — bat 
they  are  not  yet  prepared  to  make  any  permanent  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject  In  the  mean  time,  France  has 
been  investinting  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  reci- 
procity established  by  the  convention  t  4ie  has  not  yet 
propued  to  treat  dcficutively,  pcffaapsineonaequenoeor 
tbe  changes  that  have  taken  ^ace  there  <  and  wbtn  she 
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does,  the  whole  nibject  wiU  be  regulated  by  tresty.  As 
^e  bu  permitted  this  ordiiuince  to  sUnd  for  some  time, 
Mid  huoeeUred  no  intention  to  chatif^^e  it,  kiid  aa  she  ap- 
petn  willing,  for  the  present,  to  acquiesce  in  the  terms 
of  the  convention,  and  is  not  ready  to  treat  permanently 
on  the  Colonial  trade,  it  appears  very  proper  to  meet 
the  ttfnwof  the  ordinancCt  by  an  act  of  Conpeu^  giving 
the  power  to  the  Prendent  to  revoke  the  aa  when  they 
revoke  the  ordinance. 

On  the  27th  March,  1827*  after  tl>e  adjournment  of 
Congress,  the  French  Minister,  in  difcussing  another  sub. 
ject,  referred  to  this  Ordinance  as  an  evidence  of  the  libe- 
ral virit  of  bis  Government^  and  althovtgh  tic  did  not  de- 
maua  of  usainr  act  in  relation  to  the  Cokmiefl*  yet  the 
Pffeddent  would  have  acted  in  coofbrmi^  with  our  gene- 
ral itfincipleak  if  he  had  had  the  power  i  but  tlie  act  of 
1834did  not  confer  that  power.  Immediately  after,  to  wrt, 
in  May  last,  a  correspondence  was  opened  with  regard  tu 
the  ConvenlioH,  in  whioh  the  views  of  the  French  (Go- 
vernment are  disclosed,  and  in  which  we  express  a  wil- 
liogncM  to  recuve  and  discuss,  in  a  fHendly  spirit,  any 
overture  she  nuy  choose  to  make.  The  equalization  of 
duties  under  the  Convention  took  place  in  October  laiit. 
We  stand  ready  to  renew  the  Cunvention,  and  to  extend 
its  terms  to  the  Colonies.  Eipecting  something  to  be 
done  definitive  witli  regard  to  the  regulation  of  our  cuin- 
merce,  the  President,  having  full  power  to  arrange  the 
wboteaubject  by  treaty,  lias  not  recommended  it  to  Con- 
gross.  Both  parties  have  it  now  in  their  power  to  put  an 
end  to  the  Convention  in  six  months,  and  this  ordinance 
may  be  revoked  at  any  time.  Is  it  not  better  that  such 
neat  interests,  involving  a  trade  of  ten  milliotis  a  year, 
nould  be  permanently  bxed  by  a  definitive  Conventipn, 
than  left  in  this  unseltled  state  ?  But,  as  France  is  not  yet 
prepared,it  be  well  to  pass  this  law,  although  the 
gentlemen  arc  entirety  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
fect of  it  upon  Frencli  navigation,  as  well  as  the  interest 
they  suppose  the  French  (joveniment  take  in  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryhmd  miscuiiceives  the  %iews 
and  interests  of  Fraoee.  He  supposes  her  object  to  be 
the  reowval  uf  the  discriminating  duties,  to  obtain  a  fair 
portkm  of  the  carrying  trade  ;  while  we  all  know  that  she 
MB  rehictMitly  consented  to  the  graduated  reduction  and 
final  abolition  of  the  duties,  as  an  experiment,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  a  permanent  arrangement.  She  feels  hut  ina- 
bility tu  compete  with  us  in  navigation.  She  declares 
that  her  inequality  is  sucli,  that  it  opcrules  as  a  virtual 
Burreoder  ol  the  cvrr^ing  trade  to  us.  She  founds  upon 
this  fact,  a  claim  which  site  has  long  urged,  for  other 
equivalents  fkv'jnng  her  commerce.  France  tss  well  as 
KnghDd)  wants  eur  markets— they  are  highly  import- 
ant, if  not  indispens^le  to  them.  They  have  both  con- 
sented to  a  free  trade,  upon  terms  ui  reciprocity  ;  tlial  is, 
an  cqnalization  of  duties  upon  the  vessels  and  curgoes  of 
both  countries.  We  do  fuur-fifths  of  (his  carrying  trade. 
It  is  a  question  with  both,  how  far  they  can  give  up  the 
intcresU  of  na^gation  to  their  other  great  interests. 
Fraaec,  in  paanng  this  urdimuice,  was  nut  moved  by  the 
advairti^es  <tf  her  navigation.  We  have  paid  heretul'ure 
^  discriminating  duty  in  the  colonies,  and  yet,  under 
that  disadvantage,  we  had  four-liftlis  of  the  carrying 
trade.  Does  the  gentleman  faup|>o8e,  that,  now  it  is  re- 
moved, we  shall  Imve  any  less,  or  that  French  vessels  will 
have  more  i  Or  does  he  imagine  that  this  ordinance  ori- 
ginated in  any  vjews  to  her  roivigaiion  f  France  saw  tliat 
■he  required  a  nuttiun  of  dollars  a  year  for  the  necc ssary 
BUpplies  ai  her  colonies,  which  she  could  obtain  no 
wloere  else  so  cheap.  She  saw,  tlut,  under  the  discrimi- 
nation,  we  carried  uiose  supplies  to  her,  and  lliut  the  on- 
ly (^eration  ot  it  was  to  increase  so  much  the  price  of 
proviucHts  and  lumber  to  the  colonists.  It  did  not  afiect 
us.  Uer  object  is  to  sell,  in  the  United  Sutes,  the 
productions  of  her  colonics  (  and  it  is  trade  (the  ex- 


change of  productions)  which  she  desires  by  the  ordi- 
nance— not  the  navigation.  If  navigation  had  been  her 
object,  she  would  at  once  Itave  asked  f«  the  removal  of 
our  duties.  Tlie  gentleman  says,  that,  since  the  equaKza- 
tiou  of  duties  uiuwr  tlie  convention,  the  tnde  has  jcreatly 
increased. 

That  is  true  t  and  it  is  becauae  it  does  increase  her  trade, 
'(which  is  the  great  object  of  rivalry  with  commercial  na- 
tions,) that  she  consents  to  i^opt  a  policy  which  she  feels 
injurious  to  another  great  interest.  It  is  her  equivalent- 
It  is  a  question  between  her  great  interests,  all  of  which 
site  is  anxious  to  prptect  and  foster.  Her  agriculture  and 
manu&ctHres  are  both  interested  in  the  trade  with  this 
country.  We  take  her  wines  and  nlks  f  ve  have  dis- 
criminated in  fiivor  of  the  latter  article.  We  have  a 
valuable  and  increasing  trade  in  her  pnMluetions — and 
if  we  do  obtain  a  larger  shart.of  the  navigation,  from 
particular  causes,  slie  obtains  a  fwir  equivalent.  The 
whole  navigation  employed  with  Gaudaloupe  and  Mar- 
tinique does  not  exceed  75,000  tons.  This  bill  will  not 
produce  any  sensible  efTect  upon  the  French  nangatioa. 
It  has  not  excited  the  least  soUeitude  t  and  if  the  gentle- 
men had  nut,  in  their  own  peculiar  language,  dragged 
this  ordinance  to  light,  we  sliould  never  have  heard  of  it 
from  them.  The  whole  subject  would  have  been  eodwaccd 
by  the  definitive  urangetnclit,  and  our  commerce  placed 
upon  fixed  principlfs. 

I'he  gentlemen  have  seized  upon  this  occasion  to 
charge  upon  the  Administration  gross  neglect  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  from  which,tbey  tell  us,  will  result  the 
entire  loss  uf  the  trade.  It  is  said,  the  ordinance  was  not 
printed,  and  has  not  been  met,  and  that  it  is  revufced,  &c 
Sec  I  have  explained  wlutt  I  understand  to  be  the  bck 
tives  of  the  French  Government  in  passing  the  (Hxiinance, 
and  the  views  and  intentions  of  our  Government.  The 
Constitution  has  vested  the  President  with  the  power  nt 
all  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  he  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
tioveriintent  in  all  negotiations,  and  is  respunsible  for  tfae 
performance  of  bis  duties.  Our  afTuirs  with  France,  to 
tar  as  regards  commerce,  are  on  the  roost  amicable  foot- 
ing—^oth  are  desirous  of  establisliing  their  relations  up- 
on equal  and  just  principles  {  and,  while  they  are  dis- 
cussing the  terms  of  a  permanent  and  definitive  artange- 
raent  of  the  whole  subject,  we  interfere  in  a  separate 
branch  of  the  dtscusuon,  without  knowing  the  claims  cf 
France  upon  us,  or  tlie  terms  or  equivalents  which  she 
demands,  and  arm  her  witli  additional  motives  and  ami- 
mt'Uis  to  adhere  to  her  pretensions.  She  will  ixA  taiTto 
see.  Slid  to  avail  herself  of,  any  benefit  she  may  detive 
from  the  feeling  she  may  see  displayed  here. 

The  ordinance  was  publidied  by  order  of  the  French 
Consul,  both  in  Nwfulk  and  Battitnore,  and  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  Government  to  order  its  republication  * 
The  subject  would  Iwve  been  brouglit  bef(»e  Congreaa 
at  tlie  last  session,  but  that  France  evidenced  a  disposr^ 
lion  to  discuss  it,  preparatury  to  a  final  amuigetaent, 
which  it  was  not  doubled  would  result  in  a  defiuitive  ami 
permanent  adjustment  of  all  the  points  depending  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  in  a  funn  more  acceptable  tea 
France. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that,  as  tliere  appeared  to  be 
some  diH'ereiice  in  opinion  between  cumuierciMl  gentle-. 
men,  as  to  the  uperatiun  of  the  amendment,  it  would  be 
better  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  lable,inorderthattliey  might 
have  a  right  reflecUon  before  the  matter  was  finally  act- 
ed un. 

Mr.  f lAYNB  had  bat  one  or  two  remarks  to  make.  He 
shuuld  suppose  thut  the  very  fact  of  our  being  about  tea 
pass  this  law  now,  funibhed  a  sufficient  reason  why  ve 
should  have  passed  it  a  year  ago,  if  we  had  tlien  )>osaea- 
sed  the  information  we  liave  now.  I'lie  geutlcniaii  from 
Louiuaiia  says,  tliat  the  French  Government,  in  issuing 
this  ttfdtuance,  liad  acted  with  regard,  only,  to  its  owa  iii- 
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tcretts  ;  but,  nid  Hr.  FT.  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the 
duties  on  American  produce,  carrietl  into  tlie  I'Vench  isl- 
ands in  American  vessels,  liare  been  reduced  in  a  manner 
h^My  favorable  to  us  ?  Can  it  be  doubted,  that  such  re- 
dnctiMt  fH  duties  on  American  tonna^  was  calculated  to 
benefit  ttae  American  former  and  ship-uwuer  ^   And,  far- 
ther, can  there  be  a  doubt,  if  we  do  not  reciprocate,  that 
we  will  be  holding  out  an  inducement  to  the  Frencli  Go- 
vernment to  rescind  the  ordinance     He  must  say,  tliat 
tt  was  unfortunate — lie  would  use  no  harsher  temt,  >n  this 
debate,  than  unfortunate — ^that  this  matter  had  not  been 
laid  before  Congress  by  the  Executive,  and  that  a  bill, 
meeting  the  Uberal  views  of  the  French  Government,  had 
not  been  passed  a  year  ago.    He  took  it  to  be  tlie  tnie, 
he  might  say,  the  settled  policy  uf  this  country,  to  reci- 
procate every  act  of  foreign  Governments,  which  hnd  a 
tendency  to  put  our  commer:ial  intercourse  on  a  more 
llbenl  footing.    This  wc  had  done,  in  some  instances,  by 
treaties,  and  in  others  by  legislation.  He  look  itfurgrant- 
ed,  that  tbe  French  Government,  in  issuing  this  ordinance, 
lad  been  in6uenee<1  hy  %  due  regard  to  their  own  inter- 
ei«^  but  it  by  no  means  followed  that  they  would  adhere 
Co  the  poKc^  of  imposing  low  duties  on  our  produce,  if  we 
pcraevered  in  imposing  high  duties  upon  theirs.  There 
was  no  &ct  in  this  case  to  shew  (as  the  gentlcnun  from 
Louisiaaa  bad  contendetl)  (hat  the  French  ordinance 
was  merely  temporair,  or  tliat  it  was  not  expected  of  us 
to  reciprocate  it.  ^  If  it  lus  continued  unrepealed  to  this 
day,  netwHbstaodii^  our  omission  to  take  the  smallest 
aotice  of  it,  we  might  well  regard  it  as  a  pennanent  regu- 
lafMHi;but  if  it  had  been  temporary,  the  reason  would 
only  be  strengthened,  why  wc  should  have  reciprocated 
it  without  deUy. 

Hr.  H.  said,  lie  had  no  dniibt,  that,  under  this  onlinance, 
a  Tahiable  and  increaung  trade  would  have  been  carried 
o«  to  the  French  Islands,  if  its  existence  had  been  known 
to  the  People  at  large.  The  specific  duties  upon  Rice 
would  not,  accofdif^f  to  his  calculation,  have  amounted 
to  more  than  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem— a  duty 
ouch  lower  than  was  paid  elsewhere,  on  that  article.  He 
still  hoped,  if  the  French  Oovemment  continued  to  leave 
this  trade  open,  that  the  Rise  Planter  would  be  benefit- 
ted by  it.  And,  (yt'A  was  not  already  too  late,}  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  passage  uT  this  bill  would  have  a  decid- 
ed influence  in  producing  this  happy  result. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  nF  I^niuna,  said,  the  gentleman 
had  not  done  justice  to  his  argument  I  ssid  the  ordi- 
nance was  revokable  at  ploasiirr,  but  if  the  French  Go- 
vcrament  wished  to  make  it  permanent,  we  were  nt  aU 
times  ready  to  fix  the  Colonial  trade  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  Convention.  The  expectation  that  a  definitive  treaty 
would  have  been  ngne«l  before  tliis  time,  the  negotiation 
of  which  had  been  opened  by  the  French  Minister,  which 
would  have  embraced  the  regulation  of  the  whole  sub* 
ject,  had  prevented  the  reference  of  this  particuhr  point 
to  Congress.  But  as  some  delaj^  has  occurred,  and  as 
France  acquiesces,  in  the  mean  time,  in  the  Convention, 
and  continues  the  crUinaiice,  I  think  we  hod  better  meet 
tbe  terns  vS'tX,  more  especially  as  the  subject  is  now  be 
Core  us.  But  it  wUl  not  have  the  sligtitest  efTect  upon 
AvQch  navigation,  or  increase  the  extent  of  our  trade 
with  the  Goknies.  They  require  about  a  miltinn  a  year 
in  provisions  and  lumber.  The  trade  is  limited  to  a  sup- 
ply of  die  articles  wliich  we  are  permitted  to  carr^  fur 
their  yearly  conaumjition.  The  removal  of  the  dtscnmin- 
atiagdoty  will  not  increase  their  wants,  nor  affect  the 
iaount  of  the  trade,  nor  enchance  the  price  of  tlie  articles. 

Hr.  WOODBURY  hoped  that  the  . question  would  be 
taken  to-night ;  no  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed,  he-be- 
Keved,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill  {  anrt  to  preserve  tlie 
present  privileges  of  the  ordinance,  it  might  be  essential 
lo  meet  Ibem  the  present  session.  As  to  Die  nature  of  the 
BnUnaoce  itself  if  he  thought,  with  the  gentlemui  from 


Louisiana,  that  it  was  of  so  changeable  and  transient  a 
character,  he  surely  would  be  unwilling  to  pass  the  bill  at 
all.  But,  so  fur  Trom  this,  that  gentleman,  if  he  examined 
and  reflected  a  moment  longer,  would  see  that  the  ofdi- 
nance  was  not  a  temporary  one  by  the  Governor  of  the 
French  Islands,  but  made  by  the  King  of  France,  who,  as 
regards  die  CokmiejS  can  regulate  their  commerce  as  per- 
fectly as  the  whole  Government  at  home  can  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  proper.  \n  ordinance  like  this,  by  him, 
lus  the  same  force  and  permanency  as  an  act  of  Congress 
has  here. 

Beside  the  structure  of  llie  Govcmtnent  indicating  this, 
the  ordinance  itself,  in  the  preamble,  declares  that  it  is 
made  "to  extend  mid  facilitate  their  commercial  regu- 
lations in  every  thing  that  is  not  contrary  to  the  inter- 
ests of  ihe  mother  cmmtry,"  and  thus  manifesting,  be- 
yond doubt,  that  its  provisions  were  meant  to  be  dur- 
able. In  the  14th  article,  it  virtually  inhibits  alt  those 
temporary  ordinances  by  the  Colonial  Governors  except 
as  lo  flour  alone  { and  as  to  that,  allows  themonly  **when' 
ever  imperious  and  exlraordinary  circumstances"  shall 
require  more  relaxation.  Hr.  W.  said  he  did  not  choose, 
on  this  occasion,  to  enter  into  any  political  controversy, 
as  to  the  course  which  hut  been  pursued  by  Ihe  Cabinet 
in  relation  to  this  ordinance  t  hut  it  was  his  duly  to  give 
the  Senate  all  the  facts  within  his  knowledge.  So  fiur, 
then,  from  the  impression  trf*  the  member  from  Louisiana 
being  correct,  that  nothing  had  ever  been  expected  hj 
Ihe  French  Government,  or  its  representative  here,  in 
return  or  in  consequence  of  this  ordmance — he  would  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  read  a  single  sentence 
from  a  letter  of  the  French  Minister  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  dated  in  March,  1 827.  After  referring  to  this  or- 
dinance, and  the  liberal  temper  ihown  by  it,  on  the  part 
of  France,  he  observes,  **  I  must  find,  in  this  disposition, 
a  motive  on  which  to  grouml  my  claim  to  a  re(»procity  in 
favur  of  French  vessels  coming  from  the  colonies." 

Mr.  TAZKWFXL  said  he  should  not  vote  for  this  bill, 
but  for  the  proviso  which  it  contained.  This  would  ena- 
ble the  Executive  to  meet  Ihe  contingency  of  the  French 
Government-  repealing  its  ordinance.  He  had  informa- 
tion, upon  which  he  entirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment such  a  contingency  bad  probably  occurred.  Should 
this  prove  to  be  the  case,  it  was  necessary  that  our  regu- 
lations should  eonfcmn  to  th«.se  established  by  Fraoee  in 
reference  to  this  subject  i  and  the  power  to  produce  such 
a  conformity  un  our  part,  was  ipveii  to  the  Bxeeutive  by 
this  proviso. 

The  event,  which  tiie  intelligence  he  hiid  referred  to, 
rendered  so  probable,  (a  cliange  uf  the  policy  of  France 
unce  the  promulgation  of  this  ordinance, )  hod  occsiioned 
him  to  reflect  upim  the  causes  which  might  have  ccmtri- 
buted  to  Hs  production ;  and  amongst  these  causes  he 
could  see  none  so  probable,  as  the  inattention  of  the 
United  States  during  so  lon^  a  period,  to  meet  tIte  over> 
tures  made  to  us  by  France  in  tliis  ordinance.  The  his* 
tory  of  the  transaction,  as  he  understood  it,  was  this : 

In  the  Summer  of  1823,  Great  Britain,  not  having  con- 
cluded any  utisfiwtory  arrangement  with  the  United 
States,  in  rehtion  to  her  colonial  trade,  passed  a  Isv, 
whereby  the  ports  of  her  colonies  were  dosed,  after  a 
certain  day,  to  any  nation  who  did  not  reciprocate  with 
her  the  provisions  uf  lluil  law,  and  opening  them  to  any 
nation  who  should  do  so.  The  Executive  of  the  United 
Stattta,  althou^  in  possession  of  this  act  irf  Parliament, 
failed  to  submit  it  to  Congress,  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 
In  cotisequence  of  this,  tlie  time  limited  by  the  act  ex- 
pired without  any  reciprocal  aid  being  passed  by  us. 
Great  Britain  tlien  finding  herself  in  a  different  sitiiatinn 
from  that  which  she  liad  befi)re  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
United  SUtes,  gave  effect  to  her  own  statute,  and  her 
West  Indian  porU  wck  so  closed  to  the  vessels  of  tbe 
United  States- 
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TMnce  acted  with  more  difcretion  i  and,  in  February, 
1836^  adopted  this  ordinance,  bjr  which  the  British  act  of 
Parliament  is  reciproc^d  by  her.  'fltc  effect  of  this  or- 
dinance, however,  is*  to  o^en  the  ports  therein  mention- 
ed to  the  resscls  of  any  nation.  The  United  States,  there- 
fore, might  Itave  entitled  themselves  to  its  benefits  as  well 
as  any  other  Power.  To  enable,  as  well  as  to  induce 
them  to  do  so,  in  June,  1S26,  the  Baron  de  Mareuit,  the 
Fteneh  Minister  at  Washington,  connnunicatfd  this  or 
dinaoce  to  our  Cioveniinent  This  Minister,  afterwards, 
cxpmaed  to  our  Sccretaiy  of  State  a  wish,  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  has  read  from 
the  despatch  containing  it,  lhat  the  liberal  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  should  be  reciprocated  by  us. 

But  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States,  although  warn- 
ed of  the  consequences  of  improper  delay,  in  lhememor 
able  example  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  omitted 
to  communicate  tliis  ordinance  to  Congress,  eittier  at  the 
session  which  commenced  in  18j6,  or  at  the  present  ses- 
sion— nor  was  the  important  iittflligeiice  which  this  ordi- 
nance contains  ever  communicated  lu  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  document  itself  was  dragged  from 
the  port  folio  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  resolutions 
oiTered  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland^  demanding  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  transaction.  From  this,  it 
will  appear,  that,  if  France,  after  the  official  communica- 
tions she  has  made,  and  after  waiting  for  nearly  two  years 
for  an  act  of  reciprodty  on  our  part,  has  already  regard- 
imI,  or  aliall  hereafter  conuder,  the  ^nce  of  this  Govem- 
menjt  as  evidence  of  an  indi^ositlon  to  reciprocate  her 
policy,  and  shall  therefore  change  that  policy  as  to  the 
Uniletl  States,  we  must  ascribe  any  injury  that  may  result 
to  IIS  IVom  such  a  change,  to  the  gross  neglect  of  our 
own  ExecutiTe.  He  might  be  considered,  perhaps,  as 
uung  strong  langui^,  but  he  thouglit  the  evidence  before 
the  Senate  abundantly  justified  what  he  had  said,  that  no- 
thing but  the  moat  inexcusable  negligence  could  liave  pro- 
duced the  state  of  things  which  he  believed  now  existed. 

It  had  been  aaid,  by  way  of  apology  for  the  delay  of  the 
F.xecutive,  in  not  communicating  this  act  of  tlie  French 
Government,  that  it  was  but  a  mere  Royal  Ordinance,  re- 
vocable at  the  will  of  the  sovereign  who  uttered  it,  and 
therefore  but  of  temporary  duration.  11iat  it  was  not 
the  annunciation  of  any  principle  of  i>ermanent  policy  on 
the  part  of  France,  but  a  mere  experiment,  instituted  by 
her  for  her  own  benefit  exclusively,  without  regard  to 
that  ofthe  United  States.  DllTerent  nations,  saiil  Mr.  T. 
regulate  their  commerce  by  different  means.  Here  we 
do  so  by  statutes  enacted  by  Congress.  In  England  they 
do  so  partly  by  acts  of  Parliament,  and  partly  by  orders 
in  Council.  And  in  France,  fbimerly  they  did  so  only 
by  Ronl  urden,  which  we  term  ordinances.  In  either 
case,  however,  the  regulation '»  effected  by  the  proper 
authority,  a.Dd  in  the  customary  mode.  It  is  tme,  a 
change  has  lately  talcen  place  in  theGoTcmment  of  France, 
by  which  the  relations  of  the  sovereign  to  his  sabjeeu 
are  varied  somewhat  :  but  this  change,  so  br  as  his  an- 
cient  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  involved,  does  not 
extend  to  the  colonies  of  Fiance.  The  present  Kinjf 
has  pretaaely  tht  same  cwitrol  over  the  commerce  of  his 
cdoiiiea,  that  was  exercised  by  any  of  his  predecessors  ; 
and  he  reguhtcs  that  commerce  now  in  the  same  mode 
in  which  it  was  reguUted  by  L^ouls  XVI.  that  is,  by  Royal 
ordinances,  such  as  that  now  before  the  Senate.  These 
ordinances^  it  is  true,  are  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  him 
by  whom  they  are  (udained]  and  lo  are  our  statutes,  and 
the  acta  of  the  British  Parliament.  But,  when  any  of 
these  do  not  define  the  time  during  which  they  are  to  re- 
mun  in  force,  the  mere  fact  that  they  may  be  abrogated 
by  the  power  which  created  them,  does  not  justify  m«  in 
considering  them  aa  temporary  regulations.  Whatever 
nay  be  the  prineiplea  they  announced,  these  must  be  re- 


garded aa  permanent  principles.   Like  most  other  act* 

of  municipal  power,  they  are  doubtless  intended  only  fcr 
the  benefit  of  the  People  upon  whom  they  are  to  act. 
The  interest  of  France  and  the  United  Stales,  may,  how- 
ever, chance  to  coincide  in  some  particular^  as  in  this 
case  \  and  when  they  do  so,  it  is  but  a  poor  apotogy  tW 
Executive  offers  to  the  People  ofthe  United  Statea,  whem 
be  says,  that  France,  by  her  ordinance,  intended  to  |»o- 
mote  her  own  interMt,  and  not  outs,  and  therefbre  b«  AS 
not  communicate  such  an  act  to  Congress. 

It  has  been  said,  again,  that  thu  ortlinance  was  not  pro- 
mulgated by  tile  Executive,  because  its  sabatwce  had 
been  published  by  the  French  Consul  in  one  of  ow 
newspapers,  ithe  Norfolk  Beacon)  from  whence  it  bad 
been  copied  into  aotne  other  Gazette,  printed  in  Baki- 
mof«  I  and  therefbre,  the  Executive  had  a  f^t  to  auip- 
pose  tliat  the  fact  ofthe  existence,  and  contents  of  ^bm 
ordinance  were  generally  known.  Mr.  T.  said,  he  eouhl 
not  deny  the  fact  of  such  a  publication  being  made  in  the 
Norfolk  Beacon,  because,  although  a  resident  ofthe  tfnm, 
where  this  little  paper  was  published,  he  very  seldom  saw 
it  i  and  it  was  among  the  Uat  sources  to  which  he  aboaM 
think  of  applying  fbr  information  for  hnportant  eventa  Gke 
this.  Without  meaning  to  contradict  those,  howcrer, 
who  asserted  that  such  a  publication  had  been  tiMre 
made,  he  would  observe,  that  all  those  in  Notfdk  who 
wei«  moat  interested  in  this  trade,  were  as  ignorant  ofthe 
fact  as  he  was  himself.  That  the  Senator  from  Msoyiand 
[Mr.  Smith]  had  stated,  tliat  the  merchants  of  Baltiimve, 
as  well  as  htniself,were  uninformed  of  audi  a  pubKc|ltio(^ 
although  it  is  stated  to  have  been  transferml  front  the 
Norfolk  paper  to  some  other  in  Baltimore.  Hiat  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  [Mr.  VTmtm- 
Bvar]  had  informed  the  Senate,  that,  after  diiigent  inqui- 
ry, made  both  in  PhiUdelphia  and  New  York,  no  intelb- 
gence  of  such  a  publication  having  been  made,  in  either 
t^those  great  cibes,  have  been  obtained  t  and  that  the  Se- 
natorfW>mMaasHchusett8[Hr.  StuaisJ  vhohadinfianned 
the  Senate  of  the  existence  of  such  a  pubncation.  aad 
who  was  himself  a  merchant  of  high  standing,  and  exten- 
sive information,  had  also  stated,  that  even  he  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  publication,  or  of  the  facts  which  it  ts  laad 
to  announce,  until  he  came  here  during  the  present  aes- 
uon.  Grant,  then,  this  fact  publication  aa  it  is  stated- 
can  any  one  believe,  that  (he  publication  of  the  substaaee 
of  an  important  fbrogn  ordinance,  made  by  some  subor- 
dinate foreign  agent,  in  a  little  provincud  nevmaper, 

Cublished  in  a  comer  of  the  United  Statea,  andof  very 
mited  circulation,  even  in  the  place  where  it  is  publist^ 
ed,  which  publication  has  not  been  afterwards  genenlly 
diffused  through  the  best  part  of  our  commercial  world, 
can  constitute  any  excuse  for  the  Executive,  in  not  coui- 
municating  to  Congreas  an  authentic  copy  oi  an  impor- 
tant foreign  ordinance,  whidi  he  had  recnved  iBreetly 
from  the  Miiuster  ofthe  nation  that  had  adopted  it,mth  a 
request  that  its  provisions  should  be  feciptoeated  by  our 
own  legislative  enactments  ) 

It  has  been  SAi<l,  that  the  subject  was  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  require  such  a  communication  to  be  made. 
The  annual  amount  of  the  trade  upon  whidi  thiafttdmasoe 
may  act,  which  is  not  less  than  a  ndtfion  of  dollar^  and  is 
increasing ;  in  tlie  speed  in  which  the  Senate  began  to 
act  u[>on  the  subject,  so  soon  as  they  had  extracted  the 
reqiiiiiite  information  from  the  bureau  of  Sute,  and  the 
unanimity  with  which  this  bill  will  pass  into  a  law  t  aU 
combine  to  prove,  that  the  subject  is  one  of  high  impor- 
tance t  and  should  the  benefits  which  are  expected  to  re- 
sult fiom  this  measure  be  lost,  by  tiie  culpable  neglect  of 
the  Executive,  in  not  sooner  giving  us  this  information, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  will  Oien,  perhaps,  be  seen 
in  its  trutf  li^t.  How  we  lost  the  trade  with  the  British 
West  India  Colonies  we  all  know.  This  loas  rendered 
that  with  the  FMsnch  IsUnds  of  much  mtnv  importance 
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than  it  was  before.  And  thould  we  now  be  deprived  of 
this,  tso,  by  the  same  means,  those  who  are  inflated  in 
the  Cnde  (and  all  are  so  interested)  will  nut,  aiwl  oujfht 
not,  to  be  satisfied  with  the  author*  of  Mieh  mischiefs. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  sud,  the  gentlenmn 
froA  Tif|^nia  labors  amler  an  eiror  wHh  repud  to  the 
revocation  of  the  French  ordinance.  The  gentleman 
•aysa  he  received  a  letter  from  a  respectable  mercantile 
bouse  in  Norfolk,  which  informed  him  that  this  ordinance 
luwl  been  revoked,  and  adds,  (1  presume  an  inference  of 
bis  own  mind)  "in  consequence  of  our  Government 
not  bavins'  temw  of  this  ordinance.  "  The 

gCBtlemui  has  done  me  the  favw  to  shew  me  the  letter ; 
it -stated  that  they  had  heard  tiiat  the  ordinance'was  re. 
vokcd,  but  it  did  not  state,  in  consequence  of  not  hav- 
ing been  reciprocated  by  our  Government.    I  immedi- 
»tcly  applied  to  the  French  Minister  ;  he  said  he  had  no 
web  informatjon  ;  that  none  such  had  been  receivetl  by 
the  Consul  j  and  that  the  report  was  without  fbundation. 
1  appGed  to  the  Depattment  of  State  1 1  was  infbnned 
that  DO  soeh  information  had  been  received  from  our 
ICncslev  in  Paris,  or  tlie  Consols  in  the  Islands.    The  in- 
formation is,  no  doubt,  erroneous.  If  it  was  true,  wiit  the 
gentleman         that  as  a  reason  for  the  paasa^  of  a  bill 
Id  meet  the  tenna  of  an  ordinance  after  it  is  revoked  f 
Suppow  it  WW  revoked,  we  should  only  pay  the  duly  as 
bcnre,  which,  at  most,  is  only  a  tax  on  those  who  con- 
.  some  the  ajtidea. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  printing  of  this  ordinance,  one 
gendeman  say^  he  cannot  team  that  it  has  been  printed  : 
another  hokb  it  up,  and  says,  it  was  printed  in  a  small 
paper  at  Norfolk  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  lives  in  that 
ci^.  says  he  never  heard  of  h.  The  gentleman  flrom 
Maryland  declarer  that  he  never  sdw  it,  and  that.a  re- 
^Mctable  merchant  of  Baltimore  informs  him  that  he 
never  heard  of  it  Now  it  happens  that  this  ordinanee 
was  publt^bed  in  both  of  those  cities  ;  and  would  the  gen- 
tlem^~  have  been  more  likely  to  have  seen  this  ordinance 
ifit  had  been  publiabed  thereby  luder  of  the  Govern- 
aient  *  The  truth  is,  it  was  not  eonndered  of  suflleient 
■mportance  to  be  extensively  republiriied ;  it  did  not  at- 
tract attention,  or  even  excite  conversation.  But,  could 
any  merchant  engaged  rn  that  trade  be  ignorant  of  the 
ftct,  that  there  were  no  discrinrinating  duties  * 

One  word  more  of  expbiiation  with  regard  to  the  print- 
■1^.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  ordered  a  tranMation  of 
the  ordinance  ;  the  derk  brought  him  a  translation,  at- 
ready  published  in  the  newspapers,  b^  order  of  the  French 
Conaul.  He,  therefore,  considered  it  unnecessaiy  to  or- 
der its  pubncation. 

I  regret  ttiat  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  has  dragged  this  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate.  Whatever  they  may  tltink,  the 
sentiments  uttered  here  wilt  have  an  effect  upon  the  nego- 
tiatkm.  The  interference  was  unnecessary  and  uncalled 
for.  The  bill  ought  now  to  pass,  but  I  regret  the  discua- 
aion.  The  i«ma»s  of  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland  may 
be  tme,  but  I  think  it  injudidous  to  express  them  here  { 
they  will  make  ah  impression  elsewhere,  and  strengthen 
the  pretenaons  of  France. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  the  gentleman  says,  the  ^ip- 
piiM^intemt  in  France  was  opposed,  from  their  eariy  pre- 
Juweei^  to  the  removal  <^  the  discranitiating  duties  under 
the  Cooventitm,  and  they  may  resist,  but  wiUioat  effect, 
the  renewal  of  the  treaty.  But  this  bill  win  not  satisfy 
them.  It  is  a  question  between  her  great  intereMs.  She 
waata  the  trade — the  msricet  of  this  country,  and  our  taw 
materials  ;  and  it  is  a  question  of  the  shipping  interest 
^liiBst  all  the  other  interests  :  and,  besides,  the  system  of 
disctiouaation  will  not  g^ve  the  carrying  trade  to  her 
Alps,  fflte  loses  nothtt^  by  the  abolition  of  duties  and 
gams  iramertaely  in  her  commerce. 

The  gentSeman  s^a  (he  trade  has  greatly  increased. 
That  if  true  j  and  France  kuowa  and  feeb  that  it  is  the 


value  of  this  increasing  trade,  that  constitutes  the  real  mo- 
tive for  the  Convention  ;  and  it  is  her  equivalent  for  any 
advantage  we  may  have  in  the  navigation.  We  have  a 
trade  often  millions,  which  both  parties  are  denrous  to 
extend — we  have  diaeriminated  in  ftvorof tbdr  silks— we 
may  probablr  reduce  the  duties  on  wines  {  they  will, 
periiaps  da  tiie  same  in  fiivor  of  our  cottons,  and  enlarge 
considerably  the  list  of  articles  to  be  received  fVom  us  in 
the  Colonies — especially,  pork,  bacon,  lard,  and  per- 
haps flour.  The  most  amicable  dispositions  exist  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  evety  thmg  will  be  done  to 
equalize  the  advantages.  When  the  termsof  a  definitive 
treaty  can  be  ditouncd,  a  Convention  mutually^  benefi- 
cial, embracing  the  Colonies,  and  every  great  interest, 
will  be  concluded. 

Sir,  !n  pasnngthis  ordiiunce,France  lud  not  her  navi- 
gation in  view.  If  she  had  asked  it,  we  should,  at  any 
time,  have  reciprocated  it.  But  the  President  thought 
the  whole  points  in  discussicm  wouhl  have  been,  before 
this  time,  fuHy  and  finally  settled. 

I  see  no  neglect  in  the  publication — no  necessity  for 
laying  the  subject  before  Congress  ;  which  he  had  the 
power  to  adjust  in  a  much  better  mode,  and  expected  to 
have  concluded  in  a  manner  more  acceptable  to  France 
herself. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Hanbind.  said  he  should  have  taken 
the  same  ground  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
T^zawiiL]  had  he  not  been  anticipated  him.  The 
Freneh  law  might  have  been  published  in  Baltimorr-, 
though  he  assured  the  genUeman  he  had  never  heard  <^ 
it.  He  had  written  to  his  fiiend,  Mr.  McKim,  of  Balti. 
more,  as  active  and  intelligent  a  merchant  as  could  be 
found  any  where,  and  he  was  answered,  that  be  [Mr.  Mc- 
Kim] was  equally  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the' French 
law. 

Mr.  MACON  said,  that  the  publication  of  the  French 
ordirutnce  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltimore  did  not  give  it 
that  credit  to  which  it  would  had  been  entitied  had  it 
been  publidied  here,  in  papers  which  have  extenuve 
circulation,  and  which  are  authorized  to  publish  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  ;  especially  had  it  been  said  that  the 
infiHination  was  communicated  by  the  Department  of 
State.  It  was  natural  to  suppose  t'  at  the  obscurity  of  the 
papers  in  which  it  was  published,  rendereil  the  informa- 
tion doubtful. 

tThe  question  being  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  ii  was  determined  in  the  amrma- 
tive  ,-  and  the  next  day  the  bill  was  read  the  thirrl  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence.] 

TtrssBAT,  Aniii.  1,  1838. 
WESTERN  COLLECTION  DISTHICTS. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  collection  of  customs  in  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  PittsbHrg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  explained  by  Mr. 
WOODBURY. 

Mr.  BATON  moved  to  insert  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRISON  mnved  to  insert,  in  the  place  of  150 
dollars,  (the  salary  of  the  surveyor  at  each  of  tlie  ports,) 
300  dollars.  Rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reporteil  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT  swd,  this  bill  proposed  an  entirely  new 
system.  On  the  arrival  of  vesaela  at  New  Orleans,  the 
cargoes  must  be  discharged  ;  and  it  was  a  question  with 
him  whether  it  would  not  lead  to  impositions  on  the  cus- 
toms. If  it  was  guarded  in  this  respect,  be  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SILSBEB  said,  it  was  tnie,  the  bill  proposed  a 
new  system.  It  waa  hi«d,  hdwever,  that  the  merchants 
of  the  interior  aliould  be  obliged  to  pay  to  agents  in  New 
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Orleans  %  per  centage  on  the  iiBportstion  of  goods  which 
th^  might  u  well  import  for  themselves.  There  would 
be  no  Mnger  th»t  the  bill  would  cause  frauds  on  thej^ 
vemie.  The  raerchuit  wu  to  have  his  bond  at  New  Or- 
km.  prcvietui  to  the  arrival  of  the  goods.  The  Govern.' 
ment  would  thus  be  aecare,  and  the  only  question  was, 
whether  the  suretiea  were  good. 

Mr.  FOOT  aaid  it  would  certainly  be  an  accommoda- 
tion to  tlte  merchants  of  the  interior.  The  same  incon- 
venience w^  experienced  by  (he  merchants  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  paul  their  hoiids  at  New  York,  instead  of  tlieir 
own  .ports.  But  he  thought  it  the  policy  of  the  Govem- 
>  ment,  that  the  duties  should  be  paid  where  the  cargoes 
were  broken.  The  merchants  of  Connecticut  wmild  be 
pleased  with  a  similar  provision,  but  they  never  supposed 
that  the  Government  would  mn  the  risk  of  encouraging 
amuggling  by  such  a  change  If,  however,  there  would  he 
nodangerof  sueh  a  result,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BILSBSG  aid,  Uiat  all  goods  under  tiiis  bill  would 
be  bonded  in  New  Orleans  aiid  the  duties  would  be  paid 
there. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that  his  only  objection  applied 
to  tlte  breaking  of  the  cargoes  at  New  Orlt^aus,  by  which 
smuggling  and  fraud  might  be  introduced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some  length  in 
support  of  tlie  bill.  He  did  not  tliink  tint  it  wouki  alter 
the  revenue  law  in  any  particular. 

Mr.  SMU'H,  of  Maryland,  saw  no  reason  lo  suppose 
that  this  bill  would  increase  smuggling.  The  surveyoi-s, 
he  thought,  aliould  be  men  of  respectability,  and  they 
could  nut  be  engaged  for  the  salary  of  ISO  dollars.  He 
therefive  moved  that  the  suni  of  250  dolhirs  be  substi- 
tuted ;  which  was  agreed  to,  18  to  13. 

The  hill  was  further  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  \VOOI>- 
nURY  and  FOOT  t  wlien  it  was  ordered  to  be  engro^ed 
tor  a  (Itird  reading. 

GRAIXJATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinished  business  uf  Friday  was  then  taken  up, 
being  the  bill  to  graduHte  the  prices  uf  public  lands,  Mr. 
HENDHICKS' amendment  still  pending. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  nolhii^  but  a 
deep  convtciion  of  the  impfiriance  of  the  subject  now  be- 
fore them,  caidd  justify  him  in  occupying  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  atler  the  lumiiiuus  remarks  uf  ine  Senator  who 
inlnxluced  the  bill,  [Mr.  Bintuh]  and  others  who  have 
su  ably  tmpported  ii.  'i'lie  gr«at  object  of  legislslion  is 
the  happiness  of  the  People  j  and  a  measure  catcuUtcd 
to  give  every  man  a  home  ol  his  own,  ami  without  diminish- 
the  resources  of  his  nciglibor,  should  fimi  an  advocate 
in  every  patriot  and  philanlhnipist.  It  is  a  measure,  said 
Mr.  J  ,  which  is  calculated  to  strengthen  the  sentiment 
w  hich  unites  the  citizen  to  his  Government  and  to  his 
cotintry.  The  interest -which  it  involves  is  not  merely 
local.  The  most  needy  from  every  State  in  the  Union 
will  enjoy  its  benefits  t  ami  my  own  constituents  beii^ 
contiguous  to  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  these 
lands  lie,  have  a  chum  on  my  effotts  to  advocate  the  mea- 
sure. It  is  not  from  a  desire  to  be  heard,  for  it  is  with 
great  reluctance  that  I  venture  to  tax  your  patience,  but 
it  is  in  the  discharge  uf  that  claim  that  i  piesiime  tu  give 
my  views ;  not  in  detail,  but  in  some  general  retnarks, 
wikich  I  hope  may  be  the  less  tedious  upon  a  subject  so 
exhausted,  and  yet  so  iitexhaustible. 

If  I  mistake  nut,  about  eight  States  and  Territories 
l»ve  memorialized  Congress^  by  their  Legislatures,  upon 
the  subject  of  this  graduation  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  t  »nd,  in  addition  tu  those,  numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented  from  tlie  citizens  of  several  of  these 
States,  calling  fbr  the  same  measure.  The  deep  solici- 
tude thus  manifested  by  so  respectable  a  portion  of  this 
confederacy,  calls  for  a  rigid  inveatinthin  ol  the  subject. 
The  intemt  which  this  proportion  has  excited,  is  prima 


foot  evidence  of  ita  correctness.  I  am  aware  that  it  has 
been  imputed  to  selfuhness  on  the  part  of  the  new  States 
and  Territories.  There  is  acarcely  a  measure  of  the  Go- 
vernment, however  national  in  its  character,  but  what  i» 
more  immediately  interesting  to  one  particular  section  of 
the  country  tlian  to  another ;  and  the  charge  of  selfishncM 
would  lie  with  equal  propriety  against  that  section.  If 
a  harbor  is  fortified,  or  even  a  Ught-house  erected,  the 
vicinity  of  its  location  is  more  immedialely  benefitted  by 
it,  than  places  remote  from  its  establishment ;  yet  the 
measure  is  national,  and  no  person  envies  the  neighbor- 
hood thHt  receives  more  immediate  benefit,  nor  charges 
its  representative  with  selfishness  in  advocating  the  mea- 
sure. •  Upon  the  most  thorougli  investigation  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  of  tltis  subject  ;  in  viewiog  its 
bearings  upon  the  whole  counlrjr ;  in  re^jrding  its  inlrin- 
sic  merits,  and  the  universal  diflusion  of  its  benefits,  I  am 
compelled  (o  pronounce  it  a  national  measure,  diveate*; 
uf  the  character  of  aelfislineaa. 

This  Government,  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  extensive  domains ;  and'  during  the  same 
period,  these  domains  have  every  year  occupied  much  of 
the  time  of  Congress.  For  the  dispotuil  of  these  lands. 
Congress  have,  at  different  times,  adopted  tliree  different 
systems.  I'he  first  exposed  the  lands  to  sale  for  one  dol- 
lar per  acre,  payable  iu  ceDificates  of  stock  of  the  nation- 
al debt-  I'his  system  continued  for  about  fifteen  years, 
and  was  abandoiird.  It  had  been  resorted  to  as  a  cunre- 
nient  method  ol  inking  the  national  debt,  but  proved 
abortive.  The  next  system  was  that  of  credit.  The  m'tm- 
mum  price  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre  ;  and,  osi  the 
payment  of  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  a  credit 
was  given  upon  the  reiiidtiary  of  two,  three,  an.1  four 
J'e^  whbout  interest,  and  extended  to  five  years  with 
mterest.  Under  this  system  debts  were  incurred  by  in- 
dividuals  to  the  Government,  which  iiwreased  from 
year  to  year,  till  they  amounted  to  the  cnormoua 
sum  uf  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  then  perfectly 
obvious  that  the  payment  of  this  lar^e  amotmt  within  five 
years,  was  utterly  impossible  ;  and  an  attempt  to  enforce 
it  would  niin  thousands  of  families  of  the  looct  metito- 
rioui^  because  the  most  industrious  and  entet|umi^  of 
our  citizens,  and  without  benefitting  the  public.  Relief 
was  very  properiy  provided,  hy  permittu>g  each  one  t* 
retain  what  he  haci  actually  paid  for,  ai>d  ndinquish  the 
'  remainder.  Hie  defects  ul  the  system  having  been  thus 
demonatcnted,  it  was  abandoned.  The  present  S)'stein 
was  then  adopted,  which  reduces  the  minimum  pnce  of 
the  public  lauds  to  one  dollar  and  twentjr-five  cents  per 
acre,  anti  requires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  hand,  lite 
operation  of  this  system,  though  more  benefit^  than 
either  of  tlie  others,  is  still  drtcctive.  It  leaves  many 
himilies  destitute  of  a  home,  brcanoe,  without  land  on 
which  to  raise  tlie  means,  they  are  unable  to  purchase  at 
Uie  present  rate,while  so  many  milliuiis  of  acres  lie  waste, 
inviting  Ukm  to  labor,  and  pnuniaing  them  an  ample  re- 
ward. 

The  bill  before  us^proposes  bo  to  graduate'  the  price, 
as  tu  reduce  it  after  next  November  to  one  dollar  per 
acre  t  sfler  a  lapse  of  two  yeuv  from  that  time,  to  sev  en- 
ty-five cents :  and  tlius  continuing  a  reduction  of  twenty- 
tive  cenU  every  two  years,  till  it  shall  sink  to  twenty-Gve 
cents  per  acre  %  and  then  to  give  to  the  actual  settler  the 
privilege  of  pnrchaMng  a  quarter  section  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  for  ewht  doHara.  Afker  this,  it  pn^jraaei 
to  relinquisli  the  remainder  to  the  State  in  which  it  riullUe. 

About  140,000,000  of  acres  of  public  lands  have  been 
surveyed  and  offered  at  public  sale.  About  20,000,000 
of  acres  have  been  purchased,  and  about  the  same  quan- 
tity has  been  appropriated  to  military  bounties,  benevo- 
lent institutions,  and  puiposes  of  education  ;  leaving 
10(^000,000  now  in  the  market,  equal  to  about  lixty 
acres  to  every  fiunily  in  the  United  States.  Some  of  these 
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fauids  hare  been  in  the  market  Forty  years  ;  notne  twen- 
ty, and  «U  far  several  yean.  During' this  lapse  of 
time,  erery  purchaser  has  made  hia  selection  of  the  most 
valuable  tncU  t  and  what  now  remain  are  the  cullings 
of  tbe  ori^nal  donuuna,  tlie  whole  of  which  have  been 
o6errd  at  pubHc  sale,  and  horn  whicli  four-tenths  hare 
been  taken  by  chmce  of  the  purchasers.  Tbe  pub- 
lic brnving-  thus  reeeiTed  the  advantage  which  the  fertility 
•f  select  portions  of  public  lands  could  afTord,  and  in- 
diridoala  able  to  purchase,  liaving  made  their  selection, 
tke  aalcs  are  become  sluggish  on  account  uf  the  refuse 
bon^  held  at  the  aame  price.  The  propoaiUon  b  now 
to  gntduate  tiie  price  of  the  refuse  land*  accordin^f  to 
Hieir  Tahie,  aiid  the  ability  of  the  Icn  mmletit,  though 
not  lesa  meritorious  citizen,  to  provide  lor  hinwelf  and 
funily  a  borne  and  a  support. 

We  have  a  virtttuus  and  industrious -population  among 
Bs,  who  arc  willing  to  cultivate  these  lauds,  if  ibey  amy 
be  pcrmilted  to  call  their  labors  their  own  {  and  if  the 
weakb  and  resources  of  tbe  nation  in  any  degree  cuiisist 
m  the  improvements  c^the  country,  only  speak  the  worcli 
and  fbcy  wilt  raise  the  nation  to  opuieoce  unexampled. 
Tbe  fbr«st  will  bow  to  the  busbnndman,  and  your  wilder- 
near  win  smile  hke  Eden.  Their  habits  urge  them  to  the 
work,  and  a  waste  donuin,  almost  boundleiis,  invites  them 
to  its  banquet.  The  laburing  poor,  in  a  country  like  ours, 
constitute  the  strength  and  glwry.  of  llie  nation.  We 
most  accommodate  our  measures  to  the  peculiar  genius  bf 
MB-  citisens,  and  not  follow  the  polluted  footsteps  of  des- 
potic Governments.  It  is  not  with  us  a:*  with  them, 
where  the  poor  may  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  upon 
tbe  lord  of  tbe  manor,  and  bow  suhmissively  tu  his  plea- 
sure, because  he  gi>cs  him  leave  to  tuil.  \n  American 
Bay  be  poor,  but  he  caiinul  be  servile,  lie  may  be  with- 
out property,  but  yuu  cannot  deprive  him  of  his  iixlepen- 
deacc.  We  have  too  lung  followed  bad  example,  in  a 
course  calculated  to  break  his  spirit,  if  the  spirit  of  an 
American  eould  be  broken.  We  have  eieen  him  immured 
m  prison  for  his  misfortune  ;  but  the  barbarous  practice 
has  mly  demonstrated  the  proposition,  that  an  American 
aovii  ia  abc»ve  degradation.  PUce  bim  in  tlie  most  abject 
cireiHBstanoeH,  and  be  will  still  be  your  eqiul,  and  make 
tise  conadouaness  of  it  reciprocal.  We  have  no  inonied 
aristocracy  in  wir  country  {  and  tbe  perpetual  i-evohition 
•r  pTopcrt)-,  where  entailments  are  not  toleratedt  is  a 
ceitaiB  pl«%e  that  we  never  shall.  The  puor  uf  one  ge- 
■eiation  tf  c  tbe  rich  of  tbe  next  generation.  Families 
wax  and  ws^ta  as  certain  as  the  moon.  It  then  becomes 
tbe  iaterest  of  every  penwn  to  provide  lor  the  comfort  of 
the  poor.  In  so  doing,  tbe  most  opulent  are  providing 
fer  mar  own  posterity  ;  and  while  we  retain  aflectioit  for 
ow  vBspriiig,  we  shall  g\ory  in  the  idea  that  poverty  can- 
■ot  degrade.  It  is  a  certain  guarantee  for  ttivir  indepen- 
dence, under  every  reveisc  offttftune.  If  tjod,  (be  poor 
dmu'b  fnend,  lias  given  him  a  lu^le  mind,  »ik\  placetl  liim 
M  circuiiHtances  under  wliieli  iu  iiulepeiidence  cannot  be 
bfoken,  tbe  aaine  beneficent  pruvidence  has  provided  us 
the  means  of  making  him  happy,  by  the  same  act  wirich 
w9  sA  once  give  atrengtb  and  nches  to  the  nation .  Adopt 
tbe  measure  now  pruposcd,  and  tliere  is  not  a  mni  in  the 
Untofi  so  poor  hut  that  be  may  cuUivale  his  own  land, 
and  plant  hts  f.uaily  upon  bis  t>wn  domain. 

I'be  moat  inflexible  virtue  ia  found  among  the  most 
penurious  of  uur  citizens.  When  luxury  has  enervated 
hath  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of  tlie  voluptuary  } 
when  our  cities  become  the  nurseries  of  cerruption,  vir- 
tue will  still  find  a  welcome  abode  in  the  hearts  ot*  our 
mdnslriuus  yeoinany.  On  tliem  depend  the  integrity  of 
ev  Government  ami  the  permanency  uf  our  institutions. 
f%Me^  and  justice  unite  in  pleading  their  cause.  Tlicy 
commute  a  barrier  i*|punst  foreign  invaders  and  domestic 
uurpei^  alike  fbrmidable  tu  both.  In  aristDcratic  Qo- 
TeraoKUU  the  nobilHy  nnut  be  provided  for  i  and  when 


a  commoner  is  ennobled,  an  estate  is  settled  upon  the  thie 
to  support  its  dignity  Here,  every  American  is  a  noble- 
man. Every  man  is  bom  a  peer.  His  nobility  ia  more 
permanent  than  wealth.  It  ceoslstaof  independence  of 
mind  t  and,  to  suppnt  bis  ^gaUj,  is  only  to  maintain  that 
independence.  Place  witbiit  his  power  the  roeaot  of  oh* 
taining  a  propriety  in  that  land  wbich  bis  own  honest 
hands  wiH  cultivue,  he  a^  no  greater  wealth  than  what 
his  industnr  wiU'  aoijuire.  His  residence  will  be  per- 
manently nsed.  Hia  attachment  to  his  country  will 
be  strei^hened.  His  temptations  to  vice  will  be  few- 
er and  weaker.  He  will  r!b1  it  more  his  interest  to 
be  a  patriotic  citisen  and  a  useful  man.  He  will  devek^ 
the  latent  resources  of  the  country,  and  disclose  ample 
stores  of  treasures  heftKe  concealed.  His  fitmily  will  be 
happy,  and  hia  children  will  rise  to  industry  and  virtue. 
If  ve  expect  to  survive  our  liberties,  we  m»y  indeed  re- 
serve our  public  domains  fur  the  endowment  of  future 
dukedoms  t  but,  for  myself,  I  make  no  calculation  ftw  sech 
an  event ;  and,  except  lur  such  an  event,  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  the  object  of  retaining  these  lands.  If  we  ex- 
pect future  generations  lo  enjoy  them,  tbe  present  gene- 
ration are  willing  tu  improve  them  for  the  ftiture.  I  would 
now  ask,  can  the  Government  make  a  better  diuposition 
of  them  f  If  we  dei»re  an  increase  uf  national  wealth, 
this  measure  will  gain  it  in  the  highest  degiee.  If  we  would 
increase  the  happiness  of  the  nation,  this  measure  will 
carry  felicity  into  the  families  of  thousands.  If  we  could 
strengthen  that  patriotism  which  Americans  already  fee! 
above  any  other  people,  this  measure  will  eflect  tlie  ob- 
ject. While  every  man,  under  his  owu  vine  and  Rg  tree, 
will  enjoy  tlie  fruit  of  his  labor,  you  will  scarcely  find  a 
fugitive  in  our  countrv.  If  uattonal  strength  is  an  object, 
experience  proves,  tliat,  where  a  propriety  in  the  soil  is 
combined  with  all  tlie  charms  of-liberty,  a  people  will 
prove  unconquerable. 

We  have  now,  west  of  tite  Allcjl^hany  mountains,  a  po* 
pulalion  of  about  5,000,OUU  inhabitanl^  and  their  charac- 
ter for  every  excellence  that  can  grace  a  free  and  inde- 
peiulcnt  people,  may  clialleoge  a  comparison  with  any 
equal  popublion  on  the  face  of  the  whole  eartli.  It  is 
chiefly  compmed  of  emigrants  from  the  old  States,  bring- 
ing with  them  all  the  virtues  of  their  fathers  and  their 
blvthren,  and  remaining  uncontaminated  by  the  cflemi- 
nancy  of  luxury  ur  the  splendors  of  wealth.  In  the  late 
war  they  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  i»tintry  which  they  so  gallantly  defended  t 
and  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they  will  long  remain,  an 
example  ol  the  blessings  of  that  slate  in  which  each  man 
is  the  proprietor  uf  tlie  spot  which  he  inhabits,  tiive  the 
facilities  which'  this  measure  pruvides,  and  you  will  p  r- 
peiuate  these  blessings.  Nor  can  I  conceive  a  reason 
why  we  should  refuse,  unless  it  is  that  the  wilderness  may 
remain  a  wilderness,  and  its  blent  treasure  undisclosed. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  measure  will  induce  emi- 
gration from  the  older  States.  On  this  point  I  Would  ask 
the  father,  witli  Itis  fifty  acres  converted  into  a  garden  for 
tlw  cumfxHuble  support  of  a  numerous  Rimily,  if  he  wonM 
wish  confine  all  his  cliitdreii  to  bis  own  little  spot,  by 
depriving  them  of  superior  advant^es  in  another  State  i 
Would  he  not  rather  have  a  prospect  of  in<lepeiidcncc 
before  tbem  *  Tlie  evils  of  emigration  are  ifleal.  Its 
evils  have  never  jet  appeared  i  nor  have  its  ideal  evils 
been  defined.  I  would  ask  any  gentleman  to  point  them 
out  {  tu  put  bis  finger  on  the  map,  and  mark  the  place, 
either  in  the  old  State  or  in  tbe  Dew,wbioh  lias.beeu  iiijur- 
ed  by  emigration .  Man  is  naturally  inclined  to  cleave  (o 
the  spot  which  gave  him  birtli,  till  he  can  improve  bis 
condition  by  cliaiigiitg  it  j  and,  wlien  emigration  will  in- 
crease his  happiness,  it  is  an  advantage  and  not  an  ii^ur>-. 
As  tbe  population  of  the  old  States  niulliplKs,  they  wlio 
cannot  procure  a  comfortable  selilemciit  at  home,  find  it 
in  the  new.   A  i>opulalion,  whidi  wvuld  olbcrwiae  bc- 
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come  penurious  und  riig:ltiTe,  are  settled  in  the  enjoyment 
of  compeleBcj  \  and  thus  the  tide  of  cmigntion  becomet 
u  beneficid  to  the  old  S  ates  u  to  the  emignnlB  them- 
selves.  It  also  strenRtbeni  the  interest  wbidi  each  aee- 
tion  uf  the  Uiuon  few  for  the  prosperity  of  the  whole- 
It  perpetuates  the  ticsorconsaoguini^t  a  pledge  uf  union 
that  will  remain  secure,  when  dashing  interests  and  dis- 
cordant pasHoiis  might  otharwise  threaten  its  dissolution. 

In  evety  old  State  there  will  be  a  kind  trf"  floating  po- 
pulation, depressed  by  mirfortune^  without  a  liome,  and 
wiUiout  employment.  Many  of  these  seek  a  subsistence 
in  tlie  Am^  or  Navy,  and  many  'become  vagabonds  in  a 
l»id  of  freedom  and  plenty.  For  this  crying  evil  the 
measure  before  us  providss  a  happy  remedy.  If  you  pre- 
fer for  your  postenty  the  life  of  the  independent  farmer 
to  that  of  tlie  fugitive  aud  tlie  vi^bond,  ur  to  that  of  the 
private  soldier  or  the  saUor*  adopt  this  measure,  and  you 
place  the  fortune  of  industry  within  his  reach. 

It  has  been  objected  that  a  reduction  of  the  price  will 
encourage  speculation  ;  that  capitalists  will  monopolize 
immense  domains,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  industrious 
poor.  Tliis  objection  has  been  so  ably  considered,  and 
so  concluBtvely  answered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Kias]  that  1  need  not  dwell  upon  it  His  aivu- 
ments  must,  1  ihink,  have  carried  conviction  to  evety  dis- 
passionate mind  where  doubts  were  before  entertained. 
The  defeat  of  speculators  in  the  military  bounty  lands  to 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  will  admonish  capitalists  to  be- 
ware of  such  speculations.  Even  if  a  wenltiiy  speculator 
aliould  venture  to  purchase  many  thousands  of  acres,  be 
could  not  hold  them  up  at  an  advanced  pries,  because 

titirchasers  would  procure  what  tliey  wanted  of  tbe  pub- 
ic* upon  terms  as  favorable  as  bia  original  inirchase  i  and 
before  he  could  turn  them  to  any  considerable  account, 
the  interest  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  annual  taxes 
would  double  their  original  cost ;  and  when  no  entul- 
inents  exist,  wlien  no  primogeniture  rights  are  recogniz- 
ed by  our  laws,  they  would  be  so  .subdivided  by  descent 
among  bi«  heirs,  beftrre  any  considerable  appreciation  of 
their  value  would  give  him  an  undue  afoenaeocy,  that  no 
possible  injury  could  arise. 

'I^ie  principal  objection,  and  I  presume  the  only  weigh- 
ty objection  in  tlie  minds  of  the  gentlemen  to  the  mea- 
sure, is  that  of  its  bearing  upon  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try. On  this  point,  tlie  estimate  set  upon  our  public 
lands  is  proven,  by  actual  demoiistnttion,  to  be  entirely 
falhcieiu.  Tbe  statements  of  the  Senator  fmn  Missouri, 
[Hr.  Bbhtoh]  who  has  given  such  a  lucid  and  unanswer- 
able exposition  of  tbb  siUiject,  arc  calculated  to  remove 
this  dehision.  What,  I  would  ask ,  hsve  the  sales  of  those 
lands  d<Mie  for  our  public  coffers  ?  Tliey  were  set  apart 
for  Ibe  payment  of^the  public  debt,  and  tlieir  whole  net! 
proceeds  have  not  paid  one-tenth  part  of  tbe  interest  of 
tbe  national  debt,  from  the  commencement  of  their  sales 
to  the  present  day.  I'he  gn<as  amount  of  receipts  into 
the  Treasury,for  sales  of  public  lands, within  forty  years, 
is  about  S$,Ov 0,000  of  d(^lani,and  tbe  expenses  of  surveys, 
sales,  and  contingencies  of  various  kinds,  have  exceeded 
30,000,000  dollars,  so  tliat  tlie  whole  nett  procecA  are 
less  thai)  five  millions,  not  far  cxceading  100,000  dollars 
a  year.  11'  the  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  erf'  Congress 
idiaukl  be  taken  into  the  account,  for  tlte  time  occupied 
in  legislating  uimii  these  lands,  the  printing  of  documents 
and  volumes  of  books  upon  the  mibjcct,  with  many  inci- 
dental items,  not  set  down  tu  this  head,  it  is  doubtful 
wliethcr  they  have  yielded  unc  cent  of  clear  revenue  to 
the  Governmetil..  H'here,  then,  can  be  the  utility  or  the 
policy  of  pursuing  the  old  systems  in  relation  to  them, 
when  by  a  diflcreiit  p<diey  they  may  be  made  a  source  of 
lii^piness  to  thousands,  and  of  immense  bendit  to  the 
whMe  nation  ? 

A  promhient  feature  in  thw  bill,  which  ough^  in  mjjr 
hninble  opimtm,  to  reconuiiend  it  to  universal  suppnt,  n 


tbe  provision  which  it  proposed  to  make  in  favor  of  the 
actual  settler.  If  a  person  can  receive  land  at  a  reduction 
of  twenty-five  fients  per  acre,  on  condition  of  beconwra 
permanent  settler  upon  it,  he  will  always  purchase  ofttie 
Government  in  preference  to  a  speculator,  because  it  will 
be  his  interest  to  do  so.  If,  after  all  these  Unds  bave 
passed  the  order  of  inspection  and  selection,  for  afiimled 
number  of  years,  th€  actual  settler  can  procure  a  nfi- 
ctency  for  a  home,  and  a  &up|>ort  to  himseU'  and  family, 
at  five  cents  an  acre,  as  the  diU  propoaei^  the  advantages 
will  be  incalculable.  The  eountiy  win  be  enriched  by 
tbe  industry  of  a  class  «hose  misfortunes  will  otherwise 
render  them  a  burthen  rather  than  a  blessing  to  tbe  eoun- 
tiy. The  refuse  lands,  which  will  otherwise  lie  wastf, 
only  to  increase  the  distance  betwixt  improvements,  and 
so  render  more  inconvenient  all  useful  business  wUl  be 
rendered  ftiiitful  by  cultivation.  The  settlers  will  escape 
many  temptations  to  vice  and  dissipation.  They  wiD 
form  a  bulwark  of  defence  to  the  nation.  Their  patriot- 
ism, and  the  republican  umpltctty  of  their  mann^  will 
be  a  protection  to  our  liberties.  I'bey  and  tbeir  femihes 
will  be  virtuous  and  happy.  Manu&cluring  towns  and 
villages  will  grow  up  spontaneously  among  them,  equal 
at  least  to  the  wants  uf  their  own  settlements,  and  requir- 
ing no  other  protection  than  what  the  produce  of  these 
refuse  lands  will  be  certain  to  afford. 

Difficulties  are  continually  presenting  thenudres  coa- 
ceming  these  lands.  Every  year  much  of  our  time  is  em- 
ployed in  legislating  upon  the  subject.  Much  expense 
IS  incurred — anpleasaiit  debate  is  involved,  and  no  bene- 
fit results  to  the  Government.  We  appropriate  them  to 
purposes  of  benevolence  ;  to  asylums  for  the  unfortunate; 
to  tbe  support  of  schools  i  to  the  construction  of  rasds 
and  canals ;  but,  in  every  instance,  questions  are  invoh- 
ed  which  are  calculated  iieitber  to  strengthen  die  bond 
of  our  Union,  ur  gratify  the  friendly  feelings  of  tbe  heart 
Here  we  witness  a  clashing  of  local  interests — there  a 
constitutional  scruple  i  and  discussions  arise  wliich  tend 
more  to  provoke  the  evil  pasnons  of  our  nature,  than  to 
fbater  those  ftatemal  sentiments  which  it  is  no  leu  our 
interest  than  our  plouure  to  cherish. 

Our  Government  is  composed  of  a  confederacy  of  inde- 
pendent ■tates,each  constituting  a  distinct  sovereignty, 
united  by  interest  and  affection.  We  arc  a  family,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-four  adult  members,  and  three  children, 
yet  in  their  minority,  with  a  prospect  of  future  increase. 
If  we  view  our  relations  upon  a  liberal  scale,  there  can  be 
no  dashing  of  interests.  The  whole  family  is  interested 
in  the  best  welfare  of  every  member  ;  and  especially  the 
younger  branches  are  enliUed  to  the  highest  considera- 
tion of  tlie  elder.  These  younger  sisters  sufler  great  m- 
convenience  from  large  domains  of  vacant  lamu  witUa 
their  burden,  over  which  they  liave  no  control  «d 
through  which  they  must  incur  the  expense  of  cooMnict- 
ingnMdSiOrsufTeruiewaiit  of  communication  betwixt  Af- 
ferent parts  their  own  sovereignty.  Itiey  cannot  tax 
these  latKl%  nor  mil  themselves  of  any  benefit  from  tiieir 
existence.  The  payment  for  lands  purchased  have  been 
perpetually  draining  from  these  States  the  little  money 
which  the  indostry  and  enterprize  of  their  citizens  bave 
procured,  and  the  present  system  is  calculated  to  |»erpet- 
uate  tbe  evil  Sox  many  years  to  come,  and  to.entail  it  upon 
the  minor  members,  md  upon  all  that  are  yet  unbotn. 
Tbe  imperfections  trf'this  state  of  things  have  been  strong- 
ly depicted  by  tiie  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Ur.  HsHsaicaa] 
and  the  able  picture  which  he  has  drawn  is  a  just  descrip- 
tion of  the  case.  Though  I  might  doubt  the  expediency 
of  going  the  full  length  which  be  proposes,  yet  his  accu- 
rate investif^on  of  tbe  subject  demonstrates  the  iiei!«s- 
sity  of  providing  some  relief;  at  least  of  fixintf  fttee 
when  tbe  inconvemence  wldch  they  auffer  shall  nave  as 
end  f  and  if,  fur  years  to  eom^  tbey  must  sow  in  teai%  I 
hope  we  shall  pemit  them  in  the  imd  to  rayi  io  jogr. 
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Qraduatim  of  the  Public  LanA. 


[SENATE. 


We  Imtc  arrived  at  a  pviiod,  sir,  when  much  U  expect- 
ed of  ihU  Gorernment.  Wc  hsve  msde  grext  sacriBers 
toprotrct  commerce.  We  have<loite  much,  and  are  call. 
t(l  on  to  do  much  more,  for  the  pmtectton  of  manufac- 
tures. Agricutture  is  the  foundation  of  all ;  and  for  agri. 
culture  we  have  dontt  notbiiig.  The  farmer  furnishas  tlie 
raw  mateinl  for  in»nuf«ctiirci,  and  supplies  with  fmxl  the 
workman  wh^  manufactures  it.  in  proportion  as  agricid- 
taft  prospers,  our  maiuifactorirs  may  flourish  ;  but,  with- 
out a  constant  improvement  in  our  agricultural  pursuits, 
our  mamtfiicturefl  must  dwindle.  It  is  asnecesxary  tootir 
independence  that  we  supply  the  raw  material,  and  that 
we  fe«l  the  workmen  from  our  own  soil,  as  that  we  ma- 
nu&ctupe  our  own  apparel.  Let  the  Government,  then, 
in  tiie  plenitude  of  its  bounty,  remembtrthe  fanner.  We 
ask  no  other  aid  than  permission  for  every  poor  industri- 
ous man  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  call  that  spot  his  own, 
without  invading  his  ncighbui^s  right  t  and  for  rach  State, 
afif^r  the  Government  sliall  have  derived  whst  benefit  it 
can  from  the  choicest  portions  of  its  lands,  to  control  (he 
remainders.  Do  this  for  agriculture,  and,  with  its  natural 
attcmlants,  commerce  and  n>anufuctures,  tl  will  form' a 
threc-Md  cord  which  cannot  he  broken. 

To  relieve  the  States  interested  of  the  evil,  to  effect 
the  object  so  desirable,  and  to  dispose  of  this  subject  for- 
ever, 1  incline  to  the  belief  liiat  the  best  interest  of  the 
country  woulii  be  promoted  by  a  division  of  al\  the  public 
lands  among  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  by  lot ;  a 
measure  which  bad  its  sanction  by  holy  writ.  When  God 
gmve  to  his  chosen  people  the  land  ^Canaan,  it  was 
poaed  of  aceordingtoasystem  devised  in  Heaven,  and  re- 
vealed to  them  for  an  inviolable  mandate.  No  minimum 
price  was  fixed  ;  but  the  gift  of  God  was  bestowed  with- 
out money  and  without  price.  It  was  divided  hy  Idtj 
first  in  general  divisions  among  the  tribes,  then  among  the 
familiea,  and  then  among  the  individuals.  The  same  be- 
neficent Ixird  has  given  to  us,  his  most  favored  people  of 
modem  days,  "aland  flowing  with  milk  and  honey." 
Would  it  wA  be  wise  in  us  to  make  his  ancient  law  our 
rule,  and  divide  this  goodly  laml  by  lot  i  We  might  then 
call  it  emphatically  "the  lot  of  our  inheritance."  The 
Rootans  followed  the  example  of  Joshua  {  and  one  of  our 
own  republican  famdy,  GuN^ia,  baa  adopted  the  plan. 
This  subject,  I  am  aware,  is  not  now  before  us  ;  but  I  am 
not  cert^n  that  it  would  be  an  imwise  or  inexpedient 
method  of  closing  tliis  concern.  Before  I  ait  down,  I 
must  nut  omit  to  pay  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
McKiNLir]  the  just  tribute  of  praise  for  the  able  speech 
which  h«  dclivcrc<l  on  this  subject,  for  wliich  he  will  not 
Cultn  reap  his  just  reward  of  his  constituents. 

The  debate  waa  continued,  briefly, by  Messrs.  ROWAN 
and  MACON,  ami  at  length  by  Mr.  HBNPRICKS,  who 
withdrew  hia  motion  to  amend. 


WxoHZsnAT,  Arnii  3,  1828. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yestenlay,  being  the  bill  to 
graduate  the  price  of  the  Public  Ijands,  waa  taken  up. 

Mr.  NOBLCl  said  the  bill  bein^  now  before  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  atul  for  their  coiiaiderationj  he  felt 
it  hia  duly  to  express  his  views  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bUlt  and  ma  opUiioiiB  of  its  opemttfm*  should  it  paw.  He 
•■id  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  same  latitude  of  argu- 
ment which  his  colleague  had  taken  upon  hia  propoiied 
amendment  to  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  he  had  witltdrawn  it. 
He  supposed,  however,  it  wouhl  be  in  order  to  read  the 
amendment,  and  rcf<T  to  it  in  the  course  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  N.,  all  Governments,  as  I  uit- 
deiWifttl,  ai«  made  for  the  prutection  of  the  People,  and 
to  secure  to  thero  their  rights,  la  this  tiountiY,  their 
rights  are  guarantied  by  the  articles  of  confoderation, 
ceasiont  from  States,  ordinanoes  fur  the  government  of 
of  Territariea,  Conatitatton  of  the  United  States  and  of 


the  States,  together  with  compacts  and  stipulations,  en- 
tered into  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Blates,  with 
the  People  of  a  State,  and  the  People  of  a  Territory, 
witliin  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  moment  an  individual  enters  into  the  body  politic, 
or  into  society  i-egtilatcd  by  law,  he  gives  up  a  part  of  his 
natural  rights,  for  the  purpose  ik  eiuoying  greater,  as  a 
member  of  the  family,  whetlter  it  relates  to  the  General 
Government,  State  Government,  county,  city,  or  town 
corporate. 

The  moment  uny  member  of  tlie  society  violates  either 
the  fundamental  Uw,  or  the  municipal  regulations  for  the 
government  of  ilie  socieiy,  or  the  ri^ts  of  others,  the 
law  takes  him  into  custody,  and  punishes  him  for  bis  crime 
or  misdemeanor. 

I'he  same  mode,  or  parity  of  reason,  applies  to  States, 
corporations,  and  to  the  whole  Union.  I'he  Constitution 
of  the  Union,  a:*  well  as  individuals,  forthe  public  faith, 
mutt  be  duly  observed,  or  we  cannot  exist  as  a  nation, 
sn<l  preserve  unimpaired,  the  inheritance  which  has  been 
left  us  by  I  hose  wlioliavegoue  before  us.  In  the  two  cases, 
one  as  to  the  indivtdtial,  Uie  law  operates,  and  in  relation 
to  agents  for  corporations,  the  People  must,  at  the  wUa, 
suppress  the  mischief  and  advance  the  mnedy  n  the 
public  &itt  be  lost  sif^ht  of.  I  may,  this  moment,  be  vi- 
olating the  public  faith.  I'he  People  wQl  pass  judg^ 
ment. 

Excitement  gotten  up,  whether  the  motive  be  pure  or 
impure,  that  prostrates  the  plighted  ftith  of  this  Union, 
or  tlie  duties  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States*  that 
moment  the  bone  is  broken,  and  the  sinews  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  cut,  and  our  country  thrown  into  lunaoih 
No  Slat*  or  society  of  individuals  can  have  confidence  In 
the  Congress,  if  they  set  at  defiance  the  rights  o(  others, 
and  exercise  power,  not  of  right. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  my  colleague's  proposition,  or  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

I  know  him  to  be  sincere  in  his  views,  and  the  subject 
one  that  he  baa  cloae  at  lieait,  and  one  Uiat  may  agree 
wMi  him  in  the  Slate  we  represent,  lie  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  lifUi  section,  and  insert : 

8rc.  — ■.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  precedii^ 
sections  of  tlie  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made 
applicable  to  the  Territories  only. 

Sac.  — ■  And  be  it  forther  enacted,  that  the  public  and 
unappropriated  land  within  the  limits  of  the  new  Slates 
shall  be,  and  the  same  am  hereby,  ceded  and  relinquish- 
ed in  full  property  to  the  several  States  in  which  the 
same  may  he,  on  condition  that  such  States  sliaU  not,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  put  sucb  landa  into  market,  at  a  lower 
minimum  price  than  shall  be  established  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territorien^  and  on  condi- 
tion that  the  Indira  title  to  the  htada  within  the  lUmits  of 
any  State  shall  hereafter  be  extinguished  at  tiie  cxpeiwe 
of  such  State. 

I  think,  Mr.  President^  the  proposition  of  my  collea^e 
a  dangerous  one,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  would  injure 
the  new  States.  1  shall  apply,  sir,  my  arguments  and  ob- 
jections to  the  proposition,  in  reference  to  Indiana,  and 
its  eiTects  upon  ttiat  Sute,  though  the  same  reasons  wtU 
apply  in  the  general  to  all  the  new  States, 

Indiana  for  ytars  past  acted  in  the  character  of  a  Stale, 
by  the  action  of  the  People  of  the  Indiana  TerriUny, 
who  reUeved  themselves  from  the  shackles  of  a  territori- 
sd  Government,  and  waa  admitted  into  this  Union,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

To  have  lier  again  fettered,  hjr  placing  her  in  tlie  pow- 
er of  twcnty-three  SlUites  to  legislate  for  her,  upon  her 
intereahi,  and  within  the  «n»P  of  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er, I  never  can  ibiiik  of  it,  witliout  inathietionB  fWim  the 
People  of  the  Stale  throu^  tbieir  memben  of  the  kgii- 
laturc. 
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SENATE.] 


Oraduation  of  the  Public  Lantb. 


[Ai>iiL  %  1838. 


Suppose,  for  *  moment,  my  colleague's  amenclment-h«] 
pflSBcd  and  became  ft  lftw»  and  Congresa  was  to  pass  a  law, 
sayinj;  that  tlie  lands  in  their  I'erritory  shall  be  sold  for 
an  enormous  "sum,  fixmr  the  price.  Will  it  not  be  per- 
ceived at  once,  that  althougti  the  lands  were  to  be  ceded 
to  the  States,  and  the  States  tied  down  tu  the  minimum 
price,  Congress  would  have  the  States  under  their  ham- 
mer, and  prerent  the  emigration  and  settlement  of  the 
Slatea  f  The  latter  part  of  my  colleagtie'a  amendment 
is  certainly  objecthmable — it  declares  tliat,  in  the  cession 
of  the  lands  to  the  States,  they  are  to  be  ceded  "  on  con- 
dition that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  limits  of 
any  Stale,  shall  hereafter  be  extinguished  at  (he  expense 
of  such  State."  What  is  meant  by  tlie  expense,  wotdtl 
be  difficult  to  deciile.  Sir,  "  expense  "  sliould  be  defin- 
ed before  the  People  of  a  State  should  be  placed  iu  lite 
humiliatii^  condition  of  submitting  to  an  onerous  tax, 
without  their  consent.  W'c  all  know  what  is  meant  by 
the  word  expense,  literally—"  cost  and  charges  "  The 
treaty-making  power  may  be  tinind  in  the  Constitution  uf 
the  United  Statt-s,  second  article  and  second  section,  in 
these  w(M^:  **  lie  (meaning  the  Treaident)  aliatl  have 
power,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  make  treaties,  provided  twu-thirds  of  ttie  Sena- 
tors present  concur."  How  this  trcaty-^naking  power 
may  imderstaml  the  wwd  "expense,"  is  yet  imknown 
Wai  it  be  undt-rslood  that  the  terra  "  expense  "  includes 
costs  }  I  will  give  my  answer :  It  does  include  "  costs 
and  •*  charges;  "  and  the  former  includes  price,  expense, 
loss,  and  to  be  boiiglit  for.    Should  tlie  answer,  which  1 

S've  be  tme,  as  to  the  term  "expense,"  will  it  not 
How  that  my  colleague's  proposition  in  terms,  as  fkr  as 
I  have  mentioned  the  emphalim  ones,  be  injurioua  to  the 
new  States,  where  the  public  lands  are  situated  t  The 
reason,  in  mjr  n^nd,  is  clear,  that  the  injuiy  is  self-evi- 
dent 

His  proposition  firbt  declares  that  the  land  tn  the  new 
States*  altlKKi^  to  be  ceded  to  the  States,  diall  not  be 
wdd  at  *  lower  minimum  price  by  Uie  Stately  than  the 
land  4it  the  United  States  in  I'erritMies,  and  the  price  to 
be -Axed  by  Congresn,  before  the  State  authorities  can 
have  one  inch.  If  the  United  States  refuse  to  pass  any 
law  in  rebtion  to  their  territorial  lands,  the  settlements  of 
the  country  are  retarded,  and  the  Stales  remain  worse 
than  heretofore — even  territoriea,  as  to  the  waste  and  un- 
appropriated lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Slates. 
Secondly,  bia  proposition  n  to  **  extinguish  **  the  Indian 
"titte"  at  the  "expense"  of  "each  State,"  ami  if  the 
answer  which  1  have  given  be  tnic,  it  follows  as  a  neces- 
sary eoncliuioii,  that  ** title"  is  claim — and  to  "extin- 
guish," is  to  put  uut  and  destroy — and  that  expense  in- 
cludes costs,  charges^  price,  loss,  to  be  bought  for. 
**  Treaty  "  means  m^iation.  I'lie  subjccU  within  the 
negotiation  includes  expense,  coat,  chains,  title,  extin- 
guidiment,  and  management. 

If  the  word  expense,  alone,  coukl  have  reference  to 
tlie  payment  of  the  Comnnsnoners,  wtra  should  hold  the 
Treaty,  and  all  other  persons  employed  for  the  object, 
together  with  the  provi«ons  to  be  fiirnished  at  the  treaty 
ground,  I  slMwId  not  be  so  fearful  of  consequences  as  to 
the  second  proposition  tii  my  colleague.  I'he  term  ex- 
pense will  include  bkmkela,  clotlies,  searlcts^  calicos, 
saddles,  horsey  and,  in  short,  every  article  fiimisbed  the 
Indians  with  whom  you  treat. 

Let  me  repeal,  if  Congress  patti  a  law  fixing  the  price 
land  in  Territories,  at  so  high  a  price  that  it  cannot  be 
bought,  and  the  Stitcs  in  scllutg  tbeir  lands  are  bound  to 
conform  to  the  law,  and  tlic  Stales  liable  to  the  expenses 
of  extinguishing  tlie  Indian  liUc— in  the  latttf  ease,  the 
People  of  the  States  wouM  be  oppressed,  and  in  the  for- 
mer, the  settlements  of  the  States  wovld  be  defeated. 

Tlic  treaty-making  power  is  lodged  where  it  ought  to 
be,  in  the  bands  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUteay 


and  in  the  Senate.  I  have  found  the  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  tliere  let  it  remain,  for  it  never  can  be  ex- 
ercised to  the  injury  of  a  State. 

I  am  in  favor  of  ceding  the  lands  to  tlic  new  StUes,  in 
which  they  lie,  by  the  consent  of  the  States,  and  tl»t  the 
Icgielalire  authority  of  tlie  States  sfiall  dispose  of  the 
lands  as  they  may  think  proper,  »nA  lu  fast  as  the 
lands  sell,  tlie  Slates  sliall  pay  into  the  I'l-easuiy  of  d>c 
United  Slates^  from  two  to  fimr  cents  per  acie. 

Sir,  the  only  mode  to  ascertain  tlie  consent  of  die 
States,  is  for  Congress  to  submit  propositions  to  them,  fir 
their  free  acceptation  or  rejection,  and  if  finally  the  two 
contracting;  parties  agree,  tlte  agreement  is  to  all  iiitenli 
and  purposes  a  compact,  and  nut  liable  to  be  altered  by 
thepleasure  of  Congreas. 

The  aiguments  tianl  *'  that  the  rights  of  soil  snd  tai»- 
tion  are  inseparable  from  tlie  sovereignty  of  every  inde- 
pendent State,"  1  beg  leave  to  flissent  from.  The  swre- 
reignty  of  the  new  Stnces  exists  at  tliis  day.  I  liulil  Out 
the  soil  and  taxation  arc  separable  from  the  soverei^ty. 
Tlie  right  of  domain  or  ei>tate  may  be  owned  by  othcn, 
within  the  limits  of  a  State — )>ossessing  wvcrelgntr, 
where  that  sovereignty  cannot  tax  the  soil,  in  tlie  yrir 
1816,  the  People  of  Indiana  formed  fiir  themselves  a  Con- 
stitution, and  was  in  the  same  year  admittei)  into  this  Uni. 
on,  according  to  the  provisions  uf  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  free  and  independent  State.  TTieatt 
of  April,  1816,  authorizing  the  People  of  the  Iikliiiu 
Territory,  to  elect  members  to  the  Convention,  in  it  is  to 
be  found  propoutions  submitted  to  the  Conventton  fbr 
acceptation  or  rejection.  The  Convention  accepted  the 
propositions,  and  tliua  the  two  contracting  parties  Bgrecd, 
that  the  State  should  not  tax  any  tract  of  land  vAd  bjr 
the'Unitcd  States,  for  five  years,  fn>ih  ami  after  the  lit  of 
December,  1816,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  In  the 
same  act,  the  ordinance  of  the  I^tli  July,  1787,  n  ^ef•::^ 
red  tO(  and  it  declares:  "Tlie  Legislatures  of  those 
new  Stales  or  Districts  shall  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  Umted  Sutes  in  Con- 
gress assemblcfl,  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may 
fiiul  necessary  for  securing  t)ie  title  in  such  soil  to  (he  bo- 
na fide  piirchastrrs.  No  tax  shall  be  imposed  cn  Und^ 
the  property  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  no  case  ili^l 
noH-residrnt  proprietors  be  taxed  liigher  tiiw  ren- 
dents. 

Sir,  again  tlie  cesnon  act  of  Vlrginisi,  !n  (lie  year  1783. 
ceding  the  lands  to  the  United  States,  uses  these  weHs  ; 
«'  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclnnve,  iJI 
right,  title,  an<I  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdiction, 
which  the  snid  Commonwealth  ' bath  to  the  territory  <* 
tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  cliarteri 
situate,  lying,  and  being  to  the  nmthwest 
Oliio,  to  and  fur  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  on  the  comH' 
lien  of  tlie  act"  I  ask  fbr  wliat  purposes  t  The  """^ 
is  given  in  the  act  of  cession,  "  for  the  common  benrti 
of  the  Union."  , 
I  might  cease  witli  my  remarks  here  as  to  the  ng)it  u 
soil  and  taxation,  being  iroieparable,  but  1  will  not 

In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  you  will  n™ 
two  important  pn»visi(Mis.  1'he  first  reads : 
grcss  sliall  have  power  to  disnnse  of,  and  make  all  n**"' 
liil  rules  and  regiihitiuiis  resi^cting  the  territory  or  other 
pniperly  belonging  to  the  Unileil  States;  and  nothing  « 
this  Constitution  shull  be  so  conatrued  as  to  prejudice  anj 
claims  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  any  particular  Stale. 
The  second  reads  ;  "  All  debts  contracted,  and  eit^- 
ments  entered  into,  before  the  ad*)pilon  of  this  con*tu- 
lion,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  Slates,  under 
this  Constitution,  as  under  the  confederation. 

Sir,  is  it  poasihlc  that  the  argument  can  be  considerea 
correct  s  "  that  the  rights  of  soil  and  taxstioii  arc  iiwep*; 


rablc  from  the  aove 
unless  it  can  be  sliew 


reignty  of  every  independent  S'*'^', 
iwn  tirom  the  date  of  the  articlet  ffl 
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confcderalion,  titat  the  cession  act  of  Virginia,  ordinance 
for  tlie  gvTcrnment  of  teiTUont,-s,  an«l  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  are  fmuds,  and  so  were  intended  in 
tbetr  eonsumnutiuii  to  operate  upon  the  saveret(rnty  of 
Dew  Slates  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union  i  To  prov« 
the  argiimeiit,  you  must  advance  one  step  further,  and 
prov^  the  People  of  Die  territories  to  have  been  guilty 
of  a  fraud  t  because,  under  acta  of  Congress  auUiorizing 
them  to  hotd  a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a 
Constitution,  in  the  same  acts,  there  are  express  pnibibi- 
tkmsagwnstthe  States  taxing  thesnilfrf'the  Unitetl  Statcx, 
fnd  tlie  People  by  urdiiiancea  subjoined  to  their  Consti- 
tution^ ilechrc  that  the  new  States  to  be  iidmHted,  have 
nirpower  to  meddle  with  or  tax  the  soil  of  the  United 
SUtcs. 

1  am  aware  that  ilie  Senators  arc  tired  of  the  subject, 
and  win  not  dctnin  tliem  on  this  point  longer  than  to  say 
s  few  _ww1s.  'Die  arguments  of  my  colleague,  I  insist 
upon  it,  he  has  abandoned.  'I'he  reason  I  assign  for  my 
asKition  is  this :  If  his  argument  bef»rrectt  (and  1  would 
sooner  trust  him  than  myself,)  his  piopositioiis  cannot  be 
true.  I'he  moment  Indians,  or  any  other  new  Sute,  was 
admitte<l  into  thb  Union,  tlie  State  possessed  sovereignty  ; 
and  if  by  virtue  of  tile  sovereignty  she  had  a  right  to  tax 
the  soil  belonging  to  the  Uniteil  States,  the  proposition 
to  cede  tlie  lands  to  lite  new  Stateu,  upon  two  coiiditions, 
was  entirely  uncalleil  for.  The  sovereignty  was  completcv 
uprni  the  admiswon  of  the  State  into  this  Union. 

Sir,  if  the  State  of  Indiana  had  a  ri^tit  to  tax  and  claim 
the  soil  within  her  boundaries,  belonging  to  tite  United 
Slates,  why  make  the  appeal  to  Congress  to  cede?  Should 
K  be  true  that  the  lands  belong  to  Indiana,  why  call  upon 
Congress  {  Why  not  lake  the  power  into  our  owu  hands 
If  the  ugamenti  be  correct  as  presented,  the  new  States 
are  nfe,  and  let  them  proceed  wlUiout  delay  to  send  out 
tbeir  own  surveyors,  abolish  the  land  offices  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  drive  them  out  <rf  the  States,  ar.d  establish  their 
own.  To  settle  the  diffetcnoes  between  the  United 
States  the  new  States  or  any  one  of  them,  the  judicial 
power  (rf'  the  Fedend  Government,  in  relation  to  public 
is  all  sufficuent,  and  that,  too,  without  reson  to 
I'he  new  Slates  never  win  be  induced  nor  seduced 
to  Miy  tbcnsdves  sg^nst  this  Union. 

If  any  State  had  attempted  to  arize  upon  the  .public 
under  cvior  of  authority,  and  the  controversy  sub- 
™ted  tathe  Federal  Courts,  the  decision  would  have 
o^n  against  ber,  as  it  was  tn  the  celebrated  case  from 
OUo.  when  the  LrgisUture  of  that  State  attempted  to  tax 
drive  bejrond  ber  limits  the  Danks  of  the  United 
[||*te%  oa  wtaeh  occauon,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  Mr. 
™ttnond,  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  The  costs  accruing 
M  tile  controversy  between  the  State  of  Ohio  md  the 
United  States,  I  know  not  the  amount. 

Km- my  own  part,  sir,  I  ahall  never  legi^ste  without 
Ute  consent  of  those  I  reiHesent,  to  involve  them  iu  dis- 
putes, and  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Legislation  is  buta  eompronuie  <^  opinimi ;  and  il  we 
ywid  not  tread  upon  each  others  heels  too  much  in  pro- 
JkIs,  and  all  unite  to  adhere  to  engagement*,  contracts, 
i««oa  acts,  ordinances,  constitutions,  which  have  been 
*^I)ted,  for  die  benefit  of  the  whole  Union,  and  merely 
«»nleiit  ounelves  by  claiming  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
nuSI  their  engagements  with  the  new  States,  makuig  the 
'wwi  pronused,  and  such  other  objects,  for  the  mutual 
wiDefit  of  all,  we  sliould  di.schai^  our  duty  fully,  and  ao- 
©wnpfoli  more  fwr  the  new  SUtes,  and  for  the  interest  of 
"»e  Uiiiun. 

ITie  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  &c. 
« introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bair- 
T"*]  and  every  portion  of  it,  is  worthy  of  conaidera- 
tMl, 

I'he  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  graduation 


of  the  prices  of  the  pubhc  lands,  (heretofore  offered  at 
public  sale,)  commencing  on  the  4tb  of  July,  1828,  and 
ending  the  4th  of  July,  1832,  for  one  dollar  per  acre  to 
seveiity-five  cents  per  »cre  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and 
after  the  latter  period,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Tlic  second  section  goes  upon  the  same  principle  of 
graduation  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  with  tnigdif- 
fcrence,  it  is  confined  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  of- 
fered at  pubBc  sale,  and  after  the  sale,  the  prindple  ap. 
plies. 

I'he  third  section  refers  to  a  written  permission  on  be- 
half of  an  individual  to  be  obtained  from  the  Itegisters  of 
the  Land  Offices  and  Ueceivers  of  Public  Monejrs,  to  set- 
tle on  any  half  quarter  section  of  land  within  their  respec- 
tive districts  which  diall  remain  unsold  for  the  space 
one  year  after  having  been  ofTsrcd  at  fifty  cents  per  acre; 
upon  condition  that,  if  the  individual  shall  forthwith  aetde 
thereupon,  and  ctdtivale  the  same  for  five  oonsecutlve 
years,  and  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  at  tlie  end 
of  tliat  lime,  the  said  individual  upon  proof  of  settlement, 
cultivation,  and  citizenship,  shall  have  a  patent  for  the 
half  quarter  section  donated,  litis  section  is  for  the  be- 
nefit   the  poor. 

The  fburUi  section  merely  refen  to  the  fees  of  land  of- 
ficers. 

I'he  fifth  section  is  all  impwtant  i  and  that  it  may  be 
fhlly  appreciated,  1  use  the  words :  *'  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  all  the  land  which  shall  remain  unsold  for 
one  year  after  after  having  been  offered  at  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  ceded 
in  full  property  to  the  States  in  whicli  the  same  tie. 

Mr.  Pn^ent,  in  a  few  minutes  I  am  doni  with  the 
Mibject,  except  to  vote.  The  five  sections  contained  in 
the  bill,  violates  no  one  act  of  the  Government  from  the 
dale  of  the  articles  ofconfederat'ion,  nor  the  Conititutton 
of  the  Unhed  States,  up  to  the  present  date.  All  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  proceed  upon  the  ground  of  expedi* 
ency,  and  for  Uie  mutual  benefit  of  all  t  and  every  sen- 
teiice  is  marked  with  conaidenttion  and  profit  br  the  wbde 
Union. 

The  fifth  section  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  whole 
Union,  though,  at  the  first  blush,  mi^^it  not  appear  so, 
but  when  examined,  ami  its  effects,  it  will  appear.  The 
operation  is  thi^  that  when  the  lands  cease  to  be  of  little 
or  no  value,  or,  in  other  words,  the  rehise  lands  within 
the  limits  uf  the  new  States,  lliey  cease  to  be  a  ciHnmon 
benefit  for  the  whole  Union.  Should  this  sUte  fd 
of  things  exist,  the  expenses  of  keeping  up  your  land  of- 
fices will  renih  in  the  cests  to  the  whole  Uiuon,  and  over- 
run th«]miAts,  and  therefefe  the  lands  no  kmger  he  a  com-  . 
mon  benefit  foe  all.  llien  will-he  the  tnie  time  for  the 
Slates  to  operate,  and  open  her  sales  of  the  lands  as  the 
Slates  may  direct,  without  being  embarrassed  by  Con- 
gressional acts  or  the  A>rce  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
If,  however,  as  I  befim;  observed,  the  (Congress  of  the 
United  Slates  will  submit  propositims  to  the  new  States 
for  thdr  fhll  aoceptatiui  or  r^jectitm,  and  the  SUtes  con- 
sent  to  take  the  lands  at  a  pncc  they  may  agree  on,  I  am 
content. 

With  voice  to  tax  the  people  of  the  new  States,  b^ 
the  operation  of  the  treaty-making  power,  without  their 
consent,  the  people  of  Indiana  must  so  direct  me.  , 

gome  explanatory  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  NUBLK  and  HAUKISON. 

Ur.  BAK  I'ON  offered  a  substitute  fur  the  bill,  to  fix 
the  price  of  public  land  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  ui  cases 
wbtre  land  sliouM  have  been  exposed  fur  sale  five  years, 
to  allow  any  individual  to  settle  upon  it  {  and,  after  hav- 
ing occupied  it  fur  five  year^  to  receive  a  ceilifictte  from 
the  land  office. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  the  bill  Ge  on  the  table  until 
to  morrow.    Agreed  to. 
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JudSdal  Pnem— Payment  of  Jnterett  to  States. 


Thubsbat.  Arm  3. 1828.  I  just  principle  which  applteil  to  the  cue,  wu  to  ioiles- 

iiTmr>iAr  vnnnvaa  nify  the  St»teB  frum  lou  by  the  opentjon.  Thecmmcoui 

^      r  »   I- .  K-,7.         .  .    ■  I-  -  .  coMtniqtioii  »ut  upoR  the  kw  ot  Uongresi  by  the  nini 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KANE,  tlie  bill  to  regulate  judicial  Auditor  had  defeated  entirely  thU  object  In  Manbnd, 
procew  in  the  SUtes  admitted  into  the  Union  wnce  the  ^^e  amount  loaned  to  the  United  Suies  was  borruwed 


by  the  State,  and  beTore  the  reimbureement  by  the  Unittd 
SUtes  the  State  had  piud  off  that  loan  by  a  trantfei  e[ 
United  States'  six  per  cent,  stock.  In  aome  of  llie  otkr 
States  the  amount  loaned  to  tbe  United  SUtes  had  beta 
derived  from  tiie  Kdettrf^itock  owned  by  the  ttatc,  and 
bearing  an  inUreat.  In  tlieae  cases  the  StMes  loil  the 
interest  to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  borrowed  ibe 
money  at  the  given  rate  of  interest,  and  had  p«d  that  id- 
terest  regutany.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  SUte  liadfimdi 
in  the  Treasury,  and  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  St»ta 
was  compelled  afterwards  to  borrow,  on  interest,  to  nix 
money  to  supply  the  place  of  it,  thus  cxpcrieDdi^  tbc 
same  loss  in  the  result.  The  Auditor,  however,  hii  im- 
self  bound  by  the  letter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  bd 


year  1789,  was  Uken  up,  and  a  substitute  for  tlie  bill  pro- 
posed by  the  Comnuttee  on  tlie  Judiciary  being  under 
connderation.  a  debate  of  great  length  occurred,  in  which 
McMTS.  BBRBIEN,  ROWAN,  JOHNSTON,  of  LouisUna, 
and  WHITE,  participated. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by  striking 
out  the  wtml  "  now"  from  the  third  section.  The  object 
of  this  motion  was,  to  include  the  laws  which  might  here- 
after be  passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  tlie  several  Slates, 
in  relation  to  final  process,  so  that  the  rules  relative  to 
execution,  which  the  States  might  hereafter  adopt  for 
their  local  courts,  ibould  be  adopted  in  the  United  States* 
Court*. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WBBSTEU  and        pvuiiu  u   mc  icii^i  ui   ,  

*"*L"?'i,**??."fi       ^fS^- 1  not  XlI^"mtiJ^"irwry  ,ii^7xc7pt  wlfe^Tthc  State 
2°™^  ■"'^  ^ TAZE W  ELL  and  BER-         p^jj  j^j^rest  on  the  specific  fund,  which  fiimi.bed 
RIEN  also  made  a  few  remarks  j  when  the  question  re-        meana  of  advancing  to  the  United  States,  and  nfr 
«umng,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  liaving  been  ordered,  on  ^  ^      „  payments  were  made  to  discharge  that  intenat 
jnofon  was  rejected.     , .    1 1„  the  case  of  Maryland,  for  illustration,  fiuid  tbe  imsei. 
Mr.  BKURIEK  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  tliird  regard  to  the  other  buiei,)  inteiwl 

aectwn,  purporting  to  give  the  power  to  the  Judges  of  iq  be  allowed  to  her  so  soon  as  she  diapowd  of 

the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  several  Sute%  to  United  SUtes'  stock,  and  paid  ofl  the  loan,  aitbsush 
adopt  any  lules  which  may  be  made,  from  time  to  time,   ^1,^  yf  disptwing  of  that  stock  caused  lo  her  tbe 

by  the  SUte  Legislatures,  for  the  regulation  of  the  SUle         ^  ^^^^  dividends  on  it,  equal,  and  rather  more  llw 

^yt^*  equ»>.  to  the  interest  she  claimed.    Yet,  the  money  1M 

RIEN,  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  and  TAZEWELL  J  ^i*j-,^ij^„d,^  and  not  interest  paid  out  of  Iier  Trd- 
and  tbe  queation  being  taken,  U»e  amendment  was  agreed  ^fyfthe  Auditor  did  not  feel  auUioriaetl  lo  pay  iaiHt* 

to.  1     j»  _      .  ...  ... 

1'^  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr. 
WHITE  renewed  liis  motion  to  amend,  by  atrikiug  out 
the  word  "  now"  from  the  fiilh  line  of  tiie  third  section, 
which  was  decided  in  tlie  negative. 

The  amendment,  as  amended  in  Uie  CommHtee  of  tbe 
Whole,  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  ROWAN  moved  to 
insert,  in  the  14th  line  of  (be  first  scctiuii,  the  words 
**  in  matters  of  form,"  so  as  to  restrict  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States*  Courts  from  framing  other  rules  in  relation 
to  mesne  process,  than  such  as  rcuied  to  matters  of  form. 

This  motion  was  briefly  discussed  by  Measn.  BERRI- 
EN. ROWAN,  WEBSTER,  and  TAZEWELL,  and  was  1  Se'sirM  kild'datesT'  By'  the  deciaioiia  of  the  Suptsie 
......       ,    ..       ...      Court  of  the  United  SUles,  and  by  the  deciwwi«rf  *** 

The  bill  wa^  after  further  debale.finaUy  ordered  lo  be  ^0^^.     Maryland,  and,  he  understood,  the  hiws  rf 
engrosMd  fbr  a  third  readmg.  |  ^^^^  SUte.  concerned,  whenever  a  pavment  is  i»J 

I  part  disdiargc  of  a  d^t  connstinp  01  ptiacipsl  wd  i»- 
KniDAT,  Apbil4,  1828.  lereal.  it  is  proper  to  apply  so  much  of  the  sum  p«d«6 

  _  I  equal  lo  the  interest  accnied,  lo  the  extinguidwcnt  oc 

PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  TO  STATES.  ti/e  interest  in  the  first  place,  and  the  residue  to  tlie  d;> 

On  motion  ofHr.  CHAMBERS,  the  bill  making  further  charge  of  part  of  the  princ'mal.  I'he  1'"^'^.^  jr 
proviuon  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  moneys  expend-  Western  Shore  of  Maryland  had  eafncstfy  ooatended  IV 
ed  during  the  late  war,  for  tlie  public  defence,  by  the  { tliia  principle  in  the  seltlemeiit  of  tlie  interest  accosM 
SUtes  of  New  York,  Fennsylvania,  Uchware,  Maryland.  |  with  tlie  United  States  nml  iniule  an  able  argumaAM 
and  Viiginia,  was  taken  up.  |  tiie  subject.    The  Auditor,  however,  opposed  tbc  <«*■ 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  re- 1  nical  difficulty  that  the  sums  reimbursed  were  p^  » 
pmted  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  so  as  lu  make  the  principal,  and  could  never  thereafter  be  coiisklereo »  *" 
payncnta  heretofore  mnde,  applicable  in  tbe  first  case  1  terest,  in  whole  or  in  part.  Thel'rcasurer,  inbi8  0p«<'(|*> 
to  tho  extinguisliment  of  interest,  lie  gave  u  hiatory  off  was  clearly  right,  ami  the  Auditor  as  ck-arly  wtvuf-  *h 
the  cbum  which  tlie  States  had  preferred,  and  contend- 1  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  payment  of  a  chum  beanif  i*" 
edtbitthelaw  to  which  this  bill  is  a  suppleraent  was  in- 1  terest  was  directed,  and,  thereafter,  partial  f*y^^ 
tended  to  effect  the  same  object  which  would  beaUained  sliould  be  made,  there  can  be  no  doubt  tbe  Gnu  aiyu^ 
by  adopting  his  amendment.  The  United  States,  by  re-  ment  would  be  made  iii  the  mode  claimed  by  ^^-"z 
imbuiMg  ute  money,  liad  adopted  the  principle  tliat  the  Uy  directing  interest  to  be  paid  lo  those  Sutcs,  t^**"^^ 
debt  was  property  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Congret>i>  had,  in  ellect,  directed  the  adjuHlmeiit  to  be  made,"*  "" 
directing  interest  to  be  paid,  had  avowed  the  principle  1  tlie  claim  had  originally  been  acknowledged  ^'^'^"''[iJ^' 
that  the  States  ought  not  to  sustain  a  loss  by  providing  I'he  State,  in  it.<i  pecuni;iry  transactions,  pays  "<^'*'^, 
those  means  of  defence  wiiicblbe  safety  of  tlieir  lives  and  to  thu  principle  j  and  if,  in  discharging  'tself  of  Uw*^ 
their  pr<^rty  re<iuired,  and  which  the  United  SUtes  contracted  in  providing  this  very  fund,  partial  i»y"(^ 
ought  to  have  funiiiilicd  ;  hut  which  the  luliil  want  of  had  been  made  to  its  creditors,  the  same  l>"i*"l*{^J"|!||j 
mcAns  Rftdc  it  impowblc  for  her  to  fumi^.   The  only  I  have  been  applied.   Citizens  of  the  State  were  gvema 


beyond  that  period.  The  amer.dment  of  tiie  comaitiM 
i\aiy  provides  for  this  mischief,  and  properijr  enacts,  tjot, 
where  loana  nr  advances  have  been  made,  interest  »>B 
be  pud  from  the  tinte  of  the  advance  lo  the  time  rfpq- 

,  menL 

The  amendment  now  proposed  by  him  was  inteaotd 
[to  meet  another  difficulty.  Reimbursement  hta  bees 
iBade  by  partial  paymenta  Tbc  whole  amount, » the 
case  of  Maryland,  had  never  been  rcimbutaed,aAdiiae- 
I  Imlf  of  it  wouUl  be  lost  in  event.  But.  fto»  bme  to 
Umt- ,  partial  payBsenta  were  mad^  ns  the  Auditor  bccsme 
satisfied  of  their  propriety.   Mr.  C.  read  fipom  a  ststemeiit 
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hy  the  same  principle,  in  ptiying  or  receiving  tbeir  debts. 
Our  owit  laws  rcct^piize  the  propriety  of  it,  and  common 
prudence  and  justice  require  tliat,  witere  one  part  of  a 
debt  being;  interest,  is  unprofitable,  and  anotber  part  be- 
iitp  principal,  is  productive,  the  creditor  should  first  re- 
ceive paynent  of  that  poHioH  which  is  unproductive,  if 
die  debtor  cannot  satisfy  both. 

He  presumed  the  cominUtce  had  iutended  the  amend* 
BKnt  reported  b^  them  to  have  tbia  eflTect  {  but,  know- 
ii^  the  preconceived  opinions  of  the  Auditor,  from  an  ex- 
•tnination  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subjeclt  he  con- 
lidtred  it  necessary  to  insert  language  which  coukJ  ad- 
nut  of  no  doubt. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
C.  itwt8de<»ded  in  the  affirmative — 16  to  11, 

Mr.  TYLEK  moved  an  amendment,  that  Uie  rate  of  in- 
temt  should  be  the  same  as  that  paid  by  tbe  States  for 
money  raised  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  United  States  which 
was  eiphuned  by  Hr.  TYLER,  who  sUtcd  tlist,'wben 
Viriginia  was  called  on  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  tbe  war, 
her  Treasury  was  empty,  and  die  resortetl  to  loanB ;  at 
that  time  tlie  funds  could  not  be  obtained  lower  than  7 
or  6  per  cent,  whicli  was  paid.  He  could  not  doubt  fur 
a  moment  that  ttie  United  States  would  see  tbe  justice  of 
paying  the  rate  of  interest  given  by  the  State  fur  this  mo- 
ney, which  was  expended  ni  no  prodigal  spirit,  but  with 
a  patriotic  desire  of  aidii^  tbe  great  cause  in  which  the 
country  was  tlien  engaged. 

Mr.  WBBSTERsud  he  had  no  objection  to  tbe  amend- 
ment, with  a  limitation*  so  as  to  confine  the  amount  of  in- 
lercft,  over  the  legal  rate,  to  the  period  during  which  it 
was  )md.  After  the  exigency  was  over,  tbe  rate  of  in- 
terest would  t>c  the  legal  rate.  He,  tlierefore,  wished 
the  amendment  might  be  modified,  so  as  to  fix  the  limtta- 
lioR  to  the  time  durine  which  the  extra  iiiteretit  was  paid. 

Mr.  TVL.EK  agreed  to  (be  su^cstion,  and  modified 
bii  amendinent  accordingly. 

Hr.  CUANOLEIt  Uiought  there  ought  to  be  but  on* 
rate  of  interest  in  all  these  payments.  There  never  was, 
tie  bebeved,  an  instance  in  which  the  United  States  had 
paid  more  than  legal  interest.  l*hc  moneys  paid  by  tbe 
States  had  beemaometimcs  paid  advaiitiigcuusly,  as  they 
bad  applied  their  depreciated  Bank  notes  to  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  WEBSTER obscrvedthat  legal  interest  was  differ* 
ent  in  different  States.  In  soote  it  wits  eight,  in  others  se- 
ven, and  in  others  six  per  cent  Tbu  pnnciple  on  wtiich 
(his  bill  waa  founded,  was  that,  when  (lie  United  States 
applies  to  the  States  lo  advance  money,  (he  expense  to 
which  those  States  are  subjected,  by  complying  with  the 
reqijisitions  of  the  General  Govcnmient,  ought  tu  be  re- 
fanded. 

Hr.  TYLEK's  motion  to  amend  was  llieii  agreed  to. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  ul»erved  tliat  a  new  principle  seemed 
about  to  be  adopted,  and  lie  thouglit  it  ought  lo  be  ap- 
plied nnifornily  to  all  the  States.  He  slioiild,  thti-efure, 
move  to  insert  South  Carolina  after  Vir^iia,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend ibts  proviMon  inlerest  to  that  State,  as  well  as  to 
others. 

Hr.  KUGGI^S  said,  ttuit,  when  tbe  bill  fur  the  pay 
ment  of  inurest  to  tbe  State  t>f  South  Carolina  was  be- 
fore tlte  Senate,  be  had  felt  it  to  be  lus  duly  tu  oppose  it. 
Ilie  law  upon  this  subject  bad  been  ibr  many  years  set- 
tled, attd  lliat  bill  he  considered  an  innovation.'  Money 
iiad  often  been  loaned  by  (lie  States  to  the  Ceiieml  Go- 
vernment ;  but  no  interest  bad  been  paid  upon  those 
loans  ;  and  lie  cvns'idered  (lie  principle  on  which  it  was 
withheld  In  t>e,  tliat  it  was  expended  in  the  common 
cause,  and  fur  the  public  guod.  The  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  went  to  establtslt  a  new  mode  of  compen- 
sation, which  went  even  further  than  tlie  bill  for  tlie  re- 
lief of  Smith  Caruhna,  and  which  he  thought  hostile  to 
tlie  principle  liitherto  adopted  by  (he  Government  He 


was  opposed  to  this  pro^oMtioo  ;  indeed,  be  was  opposed 
to  the  wbole  bill,  as  a^nst  tlie  course  httlierto  pursued 
by  Congress,  and  which  had  been  acted  on  fw  thirteen 
years  :  for  a  change  of  which  be  saw  no  good  reason. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argue  tliat  the  bill  proposed  any 
thing  radically  wrong  t  but  it  unsettled  a  principle  that 
bad  been  long  establidied  and  understood.  He  saw  no 
probable  end  to  (he  system  which  this  bill  would  com- 
mence, as  interest  must  be  paid  on  all  wmilar  claims  to 
an  indefinite  amount. 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  had  not  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  on  a  former  occasion,  to 
have  stated  that  the  money  advanced  by  that  State  was 
hired  by  tlte  State  for  tbe  public  service,  but  that  the 
money  bad  been  drawn  fhim  tlie  State  Bank.  It  was 
also  stated,  that  tbe  dividends  on  the  remaining  funds 
had  been  lU  per  cent  Hence,  he  supposed,  it  was  argu- 
ed that  tbe  advances  cost  tbe  State  12  per  cent,  or  mat 
that  was  the  rate  of  interest.  He  did  not  see  how  the 
State  could  come  in  and  claim  percentage  on  tlie  money, 
according  to  what  tlie  Bank  might  have  made,  upon  it, 
bad  it  not  been  drawn  out  of  the  vaulta  for  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  HAVNE  considered  that  South  Carolina  was  enti- 
tled to  be  pUced  on  tlie  same  footing  as  tbe  otlier  States. 
He  refrained  from  any  remarks,  at  present,  on  the  gene- 
ral principle,  as  they  would  be  more  appropriate  in  a  more 
advanced  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  tlie  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ruesuss]  had  said  tliat  he  couU  see  no  end  to 
the  system  which  this  bill  would  have  tlie  cfTcct  to  esta- 
blish.   I  hope,  said  Mr.  W, ,  we  shall  never  set  an  eml  of 
it,  until  all  tbe  claims  of  the  States  are  settled,  exactly  as 
we  would  settle  the  claims  of  individuals.    This  bill  pru- 
viflcd  for  clalins  of  pcciiliar  merit.    Tlie  loutis  of  money 
on  which  interest  was  to  be  paid  were  of  a  different  nature 
from  iimdental  advances  made  on  unexpected  occur- 
rences.   Where  so|ne  emergency  calls  fur  an  advance  on 
the  part  of  a  State,  the  principal  alone  would  be  refund- 
ed :  but  where  the  State  was  called  upon  by  the  General 
Government  to  borrow  money,  to  be  upiilied  to  the  gene- 
ral defence,  the  case  was  materially  different.    H^d  the 
States  ofiered  these  loans  to  the  General  Government, 
and  souglit  in  this  manner  tu  draw  uiterest  upon  their 
funds,  and  raise  those  funds  from  (heir  own  resources, 
(hey  would  have  no  right  (o  ask  for  mure  than  lrg»l  in- 
terest.  I-'or  instance,  to  take  a  case.    If  a  State  have 
stock  which  is  worth  IS  per  cent,  above  par,  and  sees  fit 
to  make  a  loan  of  the  proceeds  of  that  stock  tu  tlie  Go. 
venimeiit,  it  has  no  claim  beyond  legal  interest.    But  if 
the  State  is  asktd  by  the  General  Governraenl  tu  loan  of 
other  individuals  the  required  money,  and  were  iiccet>»- 
tated,  in  doing  so,  to  pay  an  exorlritant  rate  of  interest, 
the  Government  was,  he  considered,  bound  (o  pay  that 
rate  as  long  us  it  was  paid  by  tbe  State,  and  afterwards, 
until  the  time  of  closing  the  account,  tu  i>ay  legal  interest 
only-    He  hu])ed  some  iirincipte  would  be  settlc<l  on 
wliicii  those  claims  should  be  a<)Ju8ted.    It  was  an  er- 
ruiieoiM  o)>inio|i,  tlutt  iKcause  the  States  advanced  their 
own  funds,  drawn  from  their  Banka^  lliat  no  cbim  for  in- 
terest upon  sucli  loans  was  just   'ilie  fbnds  of  a  State 
depusi(ed  in  tlw  Taiihs  of  a  Bank  were  not  dead.  And 
he  would  ask,  whether  the  loss  of  interest  upon  that  mo- 
ney was  not  (he  same,  whether  drawn  from  a  Bank  or 
loaned  from  an  individual  ?   The  unly  difference  in  the 
two  cases  wunld  be  the  rate.    It  was  (ruc,  it  might  be 
urged,  that  the  State  in  such  cases  stood  in  different  po- 
sijions — in  one  it  was  (he  agent,  in  (he  other  a  party. 
But,  sai<.t  Mr.  W.,  I  never  cuuld  understand  why  the 
States  were  not  eiiutled  to  interest  upon  tbeir  loans. 
The  genUeman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Rucolm]  says  that  the 
money  is  expended  for  the  common  causu— the  public 
good.   Now,  that  is  the  very  reason,  in  my  mind,  why 
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they  BhmiM  be  pud  out  of  the  common  fun«la  of  the  Ge- 
neni  Government.  'I*he  principle  was  the  same  as  in 
case  of  a  loan  made  by  an  tmlivitlual.  It  was  optional 
with  the  State  to  loan  the  mon<  y  or  not  Tlie  Govern- 
ment calls  upon  the  SUtvs  for  these  advances.  One  Stitte 
will  loan  her  funds,  another  will  not.  Thus  fur  (he  case 
is  tlie  same  as  though  individuals  had  been  applied  to. 
Ami  why  is  not  the  similarily  carried  through  to  the  end  > 
Why  is  not  the  State  to  be  treated  aa  an  individual  would 
be  f  He  believed  it  the  etieapeiit  money  of  which  tlie 
Government  had  ever  availed  itself.  II  was  true  there 
■night  be  something  in  tlie  suggestion  uf  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  titat  there  had  been  instances  in  whicli  the 
States  had  {Mid  out  their  depreciated  ciirmw^.  Any  in- 
cidental transaction  of  that  nature  <Vd  not  aff<'Ct  the  main 
question.  And  he  wi&lied  to  be  informed  whether  there 
was  any  principle  on  wluch  the  Govemnient  might  be 
cxemnted  from  the  payment  of  interest  on  money  bor- 
rowed by  the  Slates,  at  its  own  request.  If  any  siicU 
Iiriiiciple  existed,  he  hojted  it  would  be  stated. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  the  principle  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  hitherto  refused  to  pay  interevt  on  advances 
of  money  was  this :  that,  although  a  balance  was  due  die 
claimant,  yet  tlie  time  that  intervened  between  the  exist- 
ence of  the  debt  ant!  its  being  presented  fur  paymcnU 
and  on  which  interest  would  be  demanded,  was  caused 
by  the  delay  uf  the  claimant,  and  not  from  any  fault  on 
the  |»trt  uf  the  Government.  Hut,  said  Mr.  C,  it  is  well 
to  inquire  how  tills  money  was  ex(>ended  on  which  these 
States  ask  interest.  Why,  so  it  is:  Vinginia  took  the 
money  tu  cany  on  the  w»r.  She  did  not  borrow  the  mo- 
ney to  give  to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  expended 
by  her  own  officers  {  and,  until  their  accounts  were  pre- 
sented at  the  Department,  the  (lovemment  could  not 
know  wliat  amount  was  due  to  Virginia.  So  it  was  with 
South  tjarulina.  Until  Ihe  State  officers  presented  their 
occountii,  and  proved  their  claims,  tlie  Goremment  could 
nut  adjust  them ;  and,  at  this  dclav  was  in  bult  of  the 
United  States,  the^  did  not  consider  themselves  bound 
to  pay  interest  during  tliis  delay  of  bringing  in  the  ac- 
counts. He  believed  it  was  the  same  Willi  Maryland  and 
the  uther  Stites  provided  fur  by  the  bill.  1*he  United 
States  has  always  been  wilting  to  pay  the  demands  as 
soon  as  presented  with  sufficient  vouchers.  But  the  Se- 
nate was  now  about  to  establish  a  novel  principle,  which* 
lie  warned  them  to  avoid,  us  it  would  establisli  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  interest  on  all  cUimt  that  might  be  present- 
ed, and  which  might  have  remained  unliquidated  fur  a 
Series  of  years,  which  he  thought  was  peculiarly  danger- 
ous. 

Kr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  read  some  documents  in  re- 
lation to  tlie  claim  of  Ainaaa  btetson. 

Mr.  KUGGLBS  made  a  brief  statement  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  Committee  of  Chums  decided  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  CIIAMIIEKS  runuiiked,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
rule  adopted  in  settling  the  cluiin  of  Mr.  Stetson,  he  liup- 
ed  like  claims  of  these  Stiitcs  wouhl  be  settled  equitably. 
The  principle  on  which  he  grounded  his  support  of  the 
biU,  was,  tlmt  in  any  transaction  between  an  individual 
and  the  Guvenmieiit,  ilie  aaroe  rule  uuglit  to  be  observed 
as  between  two  individuals.  If  this  wus  a  correct  nile, 
why  should  it  not  apply  also  to  transactions  oetwecn  the 
Genci-al  Government  and  the  States  *  In  relation  to  Hary- 
Ijiid,  he  remarked,  tliat  when  tlic^'  advances  of  money 
were  matU-,  they  bad  no  alternative  but  tu  submit  to  the 
ravages  of  our  enemies,  or  proceed  on  their  own  funds. 
Ill  that  time  of  general  panic,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  acciiuuts  of  ibe  moneys  expended  could  be  kept 
with  the  moat  satisfactory  accuracy  t  and,  when  presented 
at  the  Dcpartraeiit,  they  were  found  tu  Uck  tliat  perfect 
order  and  mercantile  regularity  necissary  for  their  ac- 
ccptane*.    A  lai:ge  amount,  therefore,  of  Uie  claims,  and 


interest  upon  them,  would  never  "be  rrcc'nred.  The  in- 
vestigation of  the  accounts  at  the  Treasury  Departiwent 
was  the  cause  of  the  delay  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  Certainly  it  di<l  not  attach  to  the  olBcers 
of  the  State.  As  to  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that  the  rule  hail  been  adopted  to  pay  no  interest 
on  these  daims,  he  [Mr.  C]  would  refer  him  to  the  act 
in  fiivorof  Virginia,  in  which  the  Government  ple*lges 
itself  to  pay  the  sums  expended,  both  principal  and  inte- 
rest. We,  therefore,  said  Mr.  C,  ask  Congress  merely 
to  a<lopt  that  motle  of  adjusting  the  interest  of  these 
claims  which  the  higliest  judicial  tribunal  In  this  country 
lias  adopted.  1'he  principle  has  been  settled  ;  and  the 
remaining  question  is  as  to  the  form.  I'be  gentleinu 
from  Ohio  IikI  gone  over  the  objectinn  which  it  would 
have  been  proper  to  urge  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  U»  agreeing  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  advances 
made  by  tlie  States,  lie  hoped  Congress  would  do  to 
the  States  what  they  were  bound  to  do  to  their  owb  ciU- 
zens. 

Mr.  MAIIKS  explainetl,  at  some  length,  Uic  circiMD- 
stances  under  whicli  the  money  advanced  by  Pennsylva- 
nia had  been  loaned  [but  which  we  cannot  give,  as  our 
reporier  was  unable  to  bear  distinctly  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman.]  He  observed  that  tlic  greater  part  ul  the 
sums  loaned  by  Fennsylvankt  were  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment uf  Ihe  troops  kept  up  a*  Presque  Isle,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shipping  which  was  built  there.  The  ac- 
counts had  been  presented  in  1816,  and  all  paid,  with  the 
exception  of  13.000  doUan.  He  saw  no  reasM  wh^  in- 
terest sliouM  not  be  paid  on  this  loan  as  well  as  on  indi- 
vidual advances. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  UAYNB  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ioaerlil^  an 
additional  seclitm,  protnding  fiw  tht  payment  of  urterest  on 
moneys  advanced  byKbode  Island;  on  which  some  coiwer- 
sation  occurred  between  Messrs.  BAHNARD.  KNIGHT, 
COBB,  and  CHAMBRBS. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  said,  that,  if  this  was  a  new  twinaple, 
and  was  to  be  applied  to  other  States,  he  knew  no  reaeo* 
why  it  should  be  withheld  from  Rhode  Island.  As  to 
the  objection  urged  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Gcorgm, 
[Mr.  Cobs)  tM  the  money  was  disbursed  by  tbe  Slate 
officers  he  (Mr.  H.I  thought  it  strengthened  the  claim- 

Mr.  CUBU  said  the  gentleman  misapprehended  liin. 
He  had  slated  that  the  reason  why  interest  was  not  foi^ 
HK-riy  paid,  was  because  the  accounts  were  not  brought 
in.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  Uie  United  States 
would  pay  interest,  until  they  knew  what  was  the  amount 
due  to  the  States,  and  on  which  it  was  to  be  jtM.  Ttnc 
gentleman  from  Haiyland  said  that  two  hundred  umI 
thirty -thousand  doUanof  the  chims  of  that  SUte  bad 
been  paid,  on  their  being  presented  at  the  Department, 
with  interest  upon  the  amount.  He  says  tliat  tlicre  t« 
one  liuiulrcd  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  which  hns  not 
been  adjusted  i  and  it  is  on  this  latter  sum  thai  interest 
is  now  to  be  paid.  And  he  would  auk  whether  the  Oo- 
veniment  was  bound  to  pay  interest  on  chims,  of  vhidi 
the  State  uf  Maryland  had  not  brought  forward  tlie  evi- 
dence >  He  put  the  questioii  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said  the  case  uf  Rhode  IiJaiid  was  not 
tlie  same  as  that  of  other  States.  In  the  accounta  rcw- 
dered  against  the  Government  interest  was  nut  cliarged. 
The  amount  would  not  be  very  large— being  interest  9m 
about  three  years  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  tliouMml 
dollars.  But,  as  the  principle  waaapplied  to  otlier  States 
he  thought  Khodc  Island  equally  entitled  to  its  benefit. 

Mr.  BAUNAKl)  rose  tosay  one  word  to  the  gcntlewn 
from  Georgia,  llie  time,  as  he  thought,  when  interest 
ought  to  commence  on  these  loans,  was  when  the  sums 
were  disbursed  from  the  State  I'reasurie*.   It  made  no 
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difference  wbeOier  the  money  wu  £ri>uned  by  tite  Unit 
ed  Stales*  officers  the  9Ute  officen,  whether  for  the 
pay  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia,  or  both.  If  tt  was  the 
duty  of  the  Genenl  Giirernment  to  provide  these  funds, 
then  undoubtedly  the  General  Goremment  was  bound  to 
pay  the  sums  with  interest  from  the  time  tliey  were  isaued 
from  ibe  hands  of  the  States.  The  payment  of  the  prin 
cipd  wa<  a  tacit  acknowledgement  that  the  clium  fi^  in- 
terest  waa  jiist  and  vaUd.  The  a:ent]eman  from  Ohio  haa 
said  that  ii  ifl  against  the  prindpk  establtthed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, n.it,  sakl  Mr.  B.,  this  case  seems  an  excep- 
tion, llie  States  applied  lo  the  Department  for  the  in 
tereat  on  tbetr  advances,  and  tbey  were  refused  t  but  on 
appKcation  to  Congress,  it  was  allowed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Haryhtnd,  said  Uie  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Ur.  Coast  seems  to  think  this  bill  is  to  establish 
a  new  rule.  On  the  omtrary,  said  Ur.  S.,  this  rule  has 
been  •bservedever  since  the  passage  of  Uie  Vii^niaacta. 
The  Third  Auditor  had  established  an  erroneous  rtile. 
lie  paid  interest  as  lung  ss  the  State  paid  it :  but  when 
tbey  stopped,  he  stopped.  Congress  nowever,  had  long 
acknowledged  t)ie  principle  f  and  it  certainly  coidd  not  be 
catle«l  a  new  one. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  Kuik  the  act  psMed  in  favor  of  Vii^ 
g^nia,  and  fiirther  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  would  make  a  single  remark  in  reply  lo  the 
gentleman  from  Marjland,  over  the  way.  1'he  conduct 
of  the  Uoremment  had  uniformly  been,  when  a  State 
came  forwanl  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  on  tlie 
account  being  proved.  'l*his  was  tlie  established  course, 
and  wsuld  be  found  to  have  been  practised  invariably  in 
the  esriy  period  of  the  Goremmenl.  In  thecsseoTRbode 
Maixi,  that  had  been  the  course.  The  principal  was  paid, 
but  no  interest.  It  was  so  in  the  case  uf  South  Carolina, 
bihI  to  in  the  case  of  Virginia :  the  moment  they  brouglit 
forward  proof  that  these  sums  were  expended  for  ihe  ge- 
neral  defence,  they  were  paid.  And  now  the  questi<m  is, 
whether  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  interest  on 
claims  not  yet  proved. 

Mr.  HAYNF.  said  tlial  the  gentleman  from  Geol^  had 
taken  up  the  wronj;  tlteoiy  ;  and,  of  course,  the  conelu- 
aon  which  he  draws  from  his  premises  is  erroneous,  lie 
hsd  presumed  that  Ihe  Government  was  always  ready  to 
dischaige  the  principal.  This,  however,  was  not  to  be 
prtsumed  j  because,  if  the  General  Government  was 
ready  to  pay  it,  why  did  they  call  on  tlte  Slateo  to  raise 
the  money?  The  States  were  called  on  to  put  thetr  hands 
mto  thdr  Treasniy  and  disburvc  this  money,  because  the 
United  States  had  not  the  funds  required  to  carry  on  tlie 
war.  History  recorded  the  Gict,  tliat  the  Treasury  was 
exhausted,  and  could  not  raise  the  funds.  Mr.  II.  ob- 
served that  he  bad  a  few  days  since  read  a  letter  to  Ihe 
Senate,  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  General  Pinckney,  in 
which  the  declantion  was  made,  that  tiie  Treasury  was  ez- 
^uated  ;  and  that  the  General  must  take  every  means  in 

power  to  raise  funds.  But,  supposing  the  accounts 
had  all  been  paid  at  the  time  those  of  Kliude  Ishtnd  were 
adjusted,  what,  he  would  ask,  would  have  become  of  the 
inierest  due  from  the  time  the  advances  were  made  But 
the  true  reason  why  tliey  were  not  tlieo  settled,  was,  that 
^  Government  was  not  able  to  meet  them.  They  were 
sble  to  pay  the  small  sum  due  to  tthode  Island,  but  not 
to  pay  cm  the  whole  mass  at  once.  Tlie  gentleman  from 
Ceoigia  had  said  that  the  SUtes  had  delayed  to  send  in 
their  accounts.  This  was  not  Ihe  reason  why  they  were 
not  paid  immediately  after  Ihe  war.  It  was  the  accumii- 
btion  ol  business  on  the  hamls  of  the  Department,  which 
It  took  yeara  to  scUle.  then,  the  Sutes  were  delayed 
m  the  settlement  by  the  General  Guveniment,  there  was 
no  reavin  why  interest  ithould  not  be  paid  on  Ihcir  cbtms 
during  tliat  period  of  dtbiy.  1'here  was  one  enwrun- 
lang  through  the  wMe  opposition  to  the  bill.    It  was, 


for  their  own  immediate  defence.   But  it  was  not  so :  for 
the  money  advanced  by  South  CaroUna  went  to  the  Noiih 
and  West,  and  asidgted  to  defend  those  fiontiers.  The 
advance  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  communi- 
ty; and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.WsHSTKR] 
had  said,  with  great  truth,  that  all  sacrifices  for  Uic  f!^- 
ncral  good  ought  tq^c  paid  out  of  the  common  funds  of 
the  country.    Mr.  I^^id  h^  conceived  the  principle  lo 
be  well  established,  that,  wherever  individuals  or  States 
advanced  money  fur  the  use  of  the  General  Government, 
it  was  to  be  paid  with  interest  from  the  public  IVeasuiy. 
It  bad  universally  been  done  in  advances  made  by  individ- 
uals.   Ke  ailinitted  that  it  was  not  done  where  advances 
were  made  by  a  public  officer ;  because  it  was  considered 
that  there  would  ofien  be  a  large  amount  of  the  funds  of 
the  Government  in  his  hands,  which  would  balance  any 
advances  made  by  him.    He  had  a  few  data  since  been 
induced  tt>  examine  the  acts  as  fiir  back  as  the 
year  1770,  and  found  that,  in  every  instance  where 
individuals  advanced  money  for  llie  use  of  Government, 
interest  had  been  paid.    He  would  instance  one  case, 
which  was  a  sample  of  many  others.  It  was  that  of  Chris- 
topher Green,  of  Rhode  Island,  who,  in  the  year  YO,  had 
advanced  a  sum  of  money  for  the  release  of  certain  pri- 
soners.   Immediately  after  the  war  the  sum  paid  by  him 
was  refunded  t  and,  m  1792,  a  bill  to  pay  interest  on  Ihe 
amount  passetl  Congress.    The  justice  of  the  principle 
he  believed  no  one  would  doubt  i  and  the  practice  had 
been  so  universal,  that  he  thought  U  hardly  necessary  to 
go  farther  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Hie  amendment  ofTercd  by  Mr.  KNIGHT  having  been 
modlSed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBUUT,  so  as  to  in- 
clude New  Hampshire,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  the  reason  Wliy  the  accounts 
were  not  settled  earlier,  was  tliat  tlie  money  was  nut  pud 
to  the  ufRcers  of  tlic  United  States,  but  lo  their  own  offi- 
cers,  whivh  made  it  necessary  to  sciul  agents  to  the  De. 
paitment  to  explain  their  vouchers.  Now,  because  this 
money  was  expendetl  by  the  State  officers,  a  bill  paying 
them  intNCSt  must  be  passed. ;  and  it  must  be  sliingled 
u]>  by  adding  all  the  States  one  by  one.  We  are  growing 
wiser  every  (Uy.  We  are  always  g«Mng  back,  and  finding 
that  all  that  was  done  in  former  limes  was  wrong.  All 
former  principles  were  erroneous.  Can  a  Government 
get  along  in  this  way,  continually  overturning  all  that  was 
done  before  f  A  decision  ot  a  case  was  never  suflicient. 
Claimants  came  here,  and  got  all  tliey  coukl ;  and  then 
they  came  again,  and  got  the  rest.  No  Government 
could  get  along  so  We  cannot  liavc  officers  enough  to 
settle  the  accounts  brought  against  us,  if  they  must  be 
settled  over  and  over  again.  No  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury can  make  his  calculations  if  we  go  on  this  way  ;  for 
he  caiinot  come  at  any  near  estimate  of  the  mcmey  that 
Congress  wilt  vote  away,  and  every  year  unscllle  wliat 
was  done  the  year  before. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  having  been  agreed  to, 
tlie  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate.  And  the  question 
being  put  on  the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  uf 
the  Whole,  Mr.  CIIANDLEU  moved  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  the  votu  on  that  part  embraced  by  the 
motion  of  Mr.  TVLEK,  lo  pay  to  the  States  the  same 
rates  of  intarest  paid  by  them ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  y<£as  and  na^  s  having  )>een  ordered,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CHANDLKK,  the  question  on  tlie  amendment 
was  decided  in  ihe  alTlrinative. 

The  other  nmendnients  were  then  agreed  tu;  when 
the  question  being  on  engrossing  IIk-  bill,  am!  ihe 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  on  molion  of  Mr. 
COJIB,  it  was  decided  in  the  alfinnative,  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

YRAS—Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Cham- 
bers, llayne,  Jolinson,  of  Kentucky,  Jolinatun,  of  Louisi- 


ihat  these  sums  of  money  were  expended  by  the  States  |  ana,  Knight,  Marks,  Ki-Jgcly,  Itctbbins,  Sanfurd,  S.lsbce, 
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Smith,  of  Maryland,  'I'uxcwell,  Tyler,  Webster,  White, 
Ww)dbury.— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ratcman,  Branch,  Chandler,  Chase, 
Cubb,  Uickcrsui),  KlUs  I''oot,  HcndrickH,  King,  Macon, 
Nuble,  I'arris,  Rowan,  Kuggles,  Seyniuiir,  Williams. — 17. 

Adjoumetl  to  Hondpy. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  t«ke  up  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  imported  salt. 

This  motion  wasaustained  by  Mr.  IIAYNE,  and  oppoa- 
ed  by  Mr.  VAN  1IUREN»  who  observed  that  tiie  bill  had 
better  lie  on  the  table  ;  as,  should  it  pais  the  Senate,  the 
tarifT  bill  in  the  other  House  would  prevent  its  passage  in 
that  body. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  that  tins  bill  had  received  additional 
importance  since  the  commenccmi'iit  ut'thc  present  aes- 
aion,  which 'made  it  more  necessary  to  act  upon  it  thia 
year.  lie  alluded  to  thefact,  thattheisUndaof  the  West 
IntUes  which  produced  salt,  bad  been  opened  witlun  a 
shwt  time.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  objection  of  the 
geutienuin  from  New  York  would  not  prevent  the  bill's 
being  taken  up.  He  thought,  whether  the  House  could 
act  upon  the  bill  or  not,  it  w»a  the  duty  of  the  Scnute  to 
proceed  upon  it. 

Mr.  McfCINLEY,  alio,  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  that  the  best  course  on  the  part 
of  the  geiUk-mau  from  New  Vurk,  would  be  to  ullow  the 
bill  to  be  taken  up,  and  then  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, which  would  try  the  dispu»tion  of  the  Senate 
L-fTectually. 

lite  (question  being  put,  the  bill  was  then  conndered, 
when  Mr.  VAN  BUKKN  moved  its  tndefintte  postponc- 
.ment. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  the  course  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  appeared  to  htm  very  extraordinary.  This 
bill  was  bi'oughi  torv  ard  at  an  early  period  nf  th«  session, 
and  had  been  repeatedly  postponed  on  sccount  of  the 
very  gentleman  from  New  York.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  ta  brought  up,  that  gentleman  moves  iti  indefinite 
poatponement.  it  was  curious  that  this  was  tlie  only  bill 
tliat  proposed  to  repeal  a  tax  which  was  paid  chiefly  by 
the  people  of  the  Southern  States.  He  could  not  but 
express  his  surprise  at  the  cuur^  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man, nor  did  he  think  the  reason  given  for  it  at  all  suffi- 
cient. If  this  bill  waa  to  be  postponed  lo  ^vc  fiur  wea- 
ther to  tlie  laritf  bill,  when  that  bill  should  come  into  the 
Senate,  he  thought  the  proposition  partial  and  ui^just. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  be  rose  merely  to  say 
that  he  hoped  this  bill  might  not  be  discussed.  He  be- 
lieved tliat  every  Senator  had  made  up  his  mind  upou  the 
subject.  If,  however,  those  opposed  tu  the  bill  saw  tit 
to  express  themselves,  he  l)opi:d  the  friends  of  the  bill 
would  not  follow  their  example,  as  the  opinions  of  the 
friends  of  tlie  measure  were  thoruuf^ly  fixed. 

Mr.  HARRISON  observed^  that  ne  thought  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  a  tax  on  «  necessary  of  life,  as  was 
that  to  which  the  bill  referred,  which  took  from  the  poor 
man  OS  much  as  from  the  rich  man  \  wliicU  made  the 
name  demand  upon  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cottage  as 
npou  the  possessor  of  the  splendid  chateau,  was  in  utter 
liOBtility  tu  the  principles  of  our  Government.  Whwh  of 
these  principles,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  more  sacred,  which  more 
nccesnry  for  the  legislator  constantly  to  keep  in  view, 
Uian  that  which  directs  that,  in  tlie  assessment  of  the  pub- 
lic burthens,  the  demand  ^lould  be  proportioned  to  the 
ability  tu  pay  If  this  principle  is  not  rcganle<l  i  if  the 
taxes  are  levied  upon  the  person,  and  not  upon  the  pro- 


as much  as  the  rich  one,  what  becnmea  of  that  hoaflrd 
equality  which  is  the  basis  of  mir  (iuvemment  *  It  »in 
vain  that  you  secure  to  your  cilhens  their  other  rights, 
that  their  persona  aiwl  property  are  inviolate,  that  the 
elective  francliise  is  unrestriclcd,  and  the  ufRcesof  (lo- 
vcrnment  open  to  all,  if  this  principle  is  adoptctl,  and 
acted  upon  to  any  extent.  If  you  tax  the  food  rfthe  l»- 
boring  man,  all  the  liberty  that  will  be  left  to  him  will  be 
that  of  choosing  his  master  ;  fur,  go  where  he  may,  be 
will  still  be  the  sUve  of  his  employer. 

But,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  H.,  this  duty  upon  ssk  is 
opposed  to  another  important  principle.    It  is  a  tax,  tiul 
a  heavy  tax,  on  agriculture.    Upon  that  inteveM,  whidt 
is  more  important  than  any  other,  mml  on  whtch,  indeed 
idl  the  others  depend.   Salt  is  largely  used  on  every  fsm, 
but  to  the  grazier  it  ia  essentially  necessary.    No  otic  can 
prosecute  this  branch  of  a^cultural  inUtistry,  in  the 
Western  country  at  least,  with  tolerable  success,  unlcM 
he  can  pruciu-e  the  article  at  such  a  rea-sonablc  price  is 
-t»  enable  him  to  use  it  fre«-ly.    And  the  condition  of  lus 
stock  will  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  \isrd. 
Its  beneficial  enects  are  felt  in  more  than  one  way-  It 
saves  food  :  for,  the  animal  which  is  wi'll  supplied  with 
this  article  will  fatten  upon  food  of  a  coarser  quality,  ind 
which,  without  it,  would  scarcely  sustaiit  him.    It  u  na 
instead  of  sliclter.    In  the  cold  rains; ol  Winter,  the  \V«t- 
ern  graziei-  gives  a  double  portion  olTsaU  to  his  iinhflused 
stock,  (and  few  are  supplied  with  covers  i)  its  cortEil 
and  invigorating  eirects  up<Mi  llie  Htomach  of  the  aniaul. 
enabling  it  to  resist  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  It 
saves  l«bor.    With  a  good  supply  of  salt,  one  ortwom«» 
can  keep  together  a  herd  of  cuttle  or  a  flock  of  atitep, 
grazing  in  ihc  wilderneaa,  with  more  ease  than  ten  on 
without  it.    So  sirong  is  the  force  of  habit  in  the  bat' 
creation,  as  well  as  in  their  lordly  master,  that  it  will  brine 
together  ihe  widely  scattered  nock  and  heTd,  prectiely 
at  the  time  and  place  where  they  had  been  accustowd 
to  receive  their  ration  of  this  necessary  condiment.  l«* 
the  price  of  this  article,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  B^  I* 
so  raided  as  to  make  it  difficNU  to  be  obtained  by  at 
poor,  and  the  inhabitants  of  many  a  Western  cott»g*  vm 
go  supperlcBs  to  bed.    If  you  were  to  pass  througfc  tW 
country,  sir,  you  would  see,  at  the  hour  oi  sun-set,  ik 
little  tenants  of  many  a  hut  tookii^  anxiously  for  tM  it- 
turn  of  their  solitary  cow,  which,  having  wandered  fitr  lat" 
the  wilderness,  would  not  return  to  supply  them  »"« 
their  nightly  wholesome  beverage,  but  in  the  expedrtw* 
of  receiving  in  return,  from  tlieir  handi^  ' '*'*'"3' 
as  acceptable  as  necessary.  , 
If  I  am  right,  then,  sir,  sakl  Mr.  H,  in  the  posrtawi 
have  asmimea,  Uiat  the  duty  upon  salt  is  burdenscMW  la 
the  poor,  oppresuve  on  agriculture — upon  what  pr">* 
pie  of  our  Government  can  it  rest  for  8>»pport  f  '^^^ 
mode  of  operation  on  agriculture,  ss  well  as  upon  '^^^ 
uals,  it  is,  indeed,  in  principle,  a  Turkish  tax  :  forit 
not  upon  the  products  of  agriculture,  but  uponwe»«j 
source  of  its  prosperity ;  not  upon  the  Bocks  and 
but  upon  the  tneani  of  multiplying  tliem  t  upon  the  kMi 
rather  tlian  the  Itam^ ;  the  scichi,  rather  than 
the  very  germ  upon  which  tiie  hopes  of  fiiturefiw''^ 

^  It  may  be  asked,  sir,  how  a  tax  of  this  dMWP^ 
could  ever  have  been  laid,  or  submitted  to,  in  a 
ment Tike  ours  f  It  was  commenced,aaid  Mr.  H->  w"— 
as  tlie  present  Coitstitution  went  into  operation, 
finances  were  in  a  most  desperate  conditkm. 
an  iniUrect  tax,  the  People  have  felt  its  *«*e"*K 
exactly  underaUnding  it.    As  soon,  however,  as  wiv^ 
feirs  of  our  Treastiry  were  in  such  a  condition  a« 
mit  it  to  be  done,  the  duty  was  entirely  removed,  i 
happened  in  the  year  1807.    It  waa  again  imp*'"''.  .-J^ 


pcrty  of  the  citizen ;  or,  which  is  the  s^ime  thing,  tipun  commencement  of  the  late  war,  but  the  rep 
the  nccfssaries  of  life,  of  which  the  poor  man  consumei  |  of  the  agiicultural  interest  were  with  great  at 
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Vkiled  apon  to  adopt  it,  and  only  from  the  understandinf;' 
that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  war  duty,  to  be  taken  off 
as  Boon  as  peace  was.  restored.  A  very  distinguished  ci- 
tizen of  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clievea]  and  who  waaatjhat 
lime  a  leading  member  of  ConfrreMj  has  authorized  me  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  vaiious  pretences,  the 
duty  has  continued  until  this  time. 

liCt  us  now,  Atp  said  Mr.  U.,  examine  the  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  the  proposed  reduction.  When 
the  ntbject  was  under  diacusnon  at  the  last  seswon,  two 
were  urjfed.    First,  that  the  revenue  would  be  lessened  '. 
to  an  amount  which  could  not  be  spared;  and,  secondtj*, 
tliat  U  would  break  up  the  manu&cture  of  tlis  article  m 
tlie  country.    It  is  easily  demonstrable,  that  both  these 
propositions  cannot  be  maintained.  '  If  one  is  true,  the 
other  cannot  be.    Upon  examining  the  returns  from  tlie. 
Treasury,  I  find  that  the  average  amount  uf  duty  derived 
from  saltf  for  t  e  eleven  years,  commencing  with  ISlf*, 
and  ending  with  1836,  is  725,804  dollars.    The  dtity  be- 
itig-  20  cents  per  bushel,  and  the  bill  proposing  to  take 
on  10  cents  in  two  years;  it  fiillow.i  that,  if  the  average 
importation  remains  as  it  has  been,  the  Treasury  will,  af- 
ter the  first  year,  lose  the  half  of  the  above  sum,  being 
36^903  dollars  t  but,  if  the  consumption  remains  the 
tame,  the  manufactures  in  the  country  cannot  be  injured, 
as  they  will  continue  to  supply  the  same  proportion  as 
heretofore  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  should  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  imported 
article  in  sue!)  quantities  as  to  take  the  place  of  the  ma- 
nu&cture<l  salt,  it  follows  tliat  the  manufactories  must  be 
suspended  ;  but  the  Treasury  will  suffer  no  loss,  the  in- 
creased quantity  imported  making  up  for  dinnnished  duty. 
I  an^  however,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  H.,  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  will  not 
have  tt^e  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  mantifaciures  which 
is  predicted,  and  that  it  will  not  reduce  the  price  of  the 
domestic  salt  asinglc  cent.  I  speak  of  that  which  is  made 
in  the  Webtem  country,    1  Imve  in  my  hand,  sir,  said 
Iklr.  H.,  a  statement,  made  at  my  request,  by  a  Western 
merchant,  of  the  greatest  intelligenoe  and  of  the  fairest 
character.    From  this  paper  I  learn  that  the  foreign  salt 
brought  up  from  New  Oceans  to  Cincinnati,  in  1825  and 
1836,  cost  the  importers  1  dollar  10  cents  per  bushel. 
He  makes  the  cost  at  this  time  78j  cents  fur  50  pounds. 
If  the  reduction  of  duty  should  take  place^  as  proposed  by 
the  bilV  iiiid  as  soon  as  the  canal  at  Louisville  shall  have 
been  completed,  he  estimates  that  it  may  be  brought  to 
Cincinnati  for  66.7  cents  per  bushel  of  50  lbs.  As  the  im- 
portations cannot  be  matle  with  any  .certainty  but  in  the 
Spring,  the  salt  then  imported  must  remain  in  the  ware- 
houses until  the  following  Winter.    The  loss  sustained 
in  the  weight,  the  storage,  and  the  interest  upon  tUc  mo- 
ney, will  nut  enable  the  importer  to  sell  it  for  less  titan  70 
cents  I  vbich  is  20  cents  higher  than  the  present  price  of 
the  domestic  salt,  and  at  least  30  cents  higher  than  it  can 
be  made  and  sold  few  at  a  reasonable  prolit.    From  1631 
to  the  Fall  of  1826,  the  price  of  the  country  salt  at  Cin- 
^nnali  ranged  from  25  cents  to40  cents.  Theavera^  may 
be  fiurly  estimated  at  33^.  Since  that  time  it  has,  m  con- 
sequence of  a  monopoly  of  Uie  principal  works,  risen  to 
50  cents.    Tllis  monopoly  has  been  enected  by  the  pur- 
chase uf  some  of  the  wurkd,  and  a  contract  made  by  the 
same  in^viduals  with  the  manufacturers  at  others,  to  take 
all  the  salt  made  at  a  given  price.    The  profit  made  the 
last  year  by  the  persons  who  engaged  in  this  speculation, 
is  said  to  have  amounted  to  25  or  30,000  dollars  each. 
n»is  can  easily  be  conceived,  from  the  price  they  pay, 
and  that  which  they  receive  for  each  bushePof  salt.  At 
the  Cenbawa  works,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  highest, 
tbey  pay  18  cents  per  bushel  fbr  tha  salt  of  second 
%j,  ami  33  fur  the  best   The  cost  of  traqsportation  nom 
Kenhawa  to  Cin^nati,  is  (torn  30  to  50  cents  per  barrel 
HZ  bushels.  The  former  when  the  wtters  are  high, 
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the  latter  wh?n  they  are  low,  and  the  navigation  difficult. 
The  price  now  exacted  by  the  monopolists  is  50  cents 
per  bushel,  which  givesthem  a  profit  of  at  least  33  cants. 
I  have  already  shown  that,  after  the  proposed  reduction 
is  made,  and  the  Louisville  oanat  completed,  which  will 
permit  a  continuous  vwi'age  from  New  Orleans  to  Cincin- 
nati, that  the  imported  salt  cannot  he  sold  for  less  than  70 
cents.  The  price  current  of  th;tt  city,  of  the  14th  March, 
which  I  hoM  in  my  hand,  stales  the  price  at  that  time  to 
he  from  90  cents  to  1  dollar.    From  these  fkctr,  it  is  evi- 
dent, sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  imported  salt  will  not  break  up  the  Western  ma- 
nufactories  of  that  article  i  that  it  will  not  even  reduce 
the  present  exorbitant  profits  of  monopolists  :  for,  the 
imported  article,  at  70  cents,  will  never,  for  ordinary  do- 
mestic purposes,  be  purchased  in  preference  to  country 
salt  at  illy  cents.   What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  passage  of  this  bill  }  Ife 
will,  in  the  first  place,  prevent  the  monopolists  from  in- 
creasing, in  ani  great  degree,  (heir  present  price  \  an^ 
secondly,  it  will  enable  the  Western  peuple  to  procure 
the  imported  salt  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  which  is  essential 
to  the.  proper  preparation  of  one  of  their  staple  commodi- 
ties.  The  Western  potk,  prepared  with  imported  salt, 
enters  into  succnsful  competition  in  the  Atuntic  ports 
with  that  of  New  England.    The  domestic  salt  will  not 
preserve  it  in  the  Southern  latitudes^  tiirough  which  it 
must  pass  to  reach  a  market.    All  that  is  put  up  with  It, 
isBuhjected,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  process  of  resalting 
and  repackinjr,  at  an  expense  of  1  dollar  per  barrel.  So 
notorious  are  these  facts,  that  our  Navy  Board  (as  the  let- 
ter of  Commodore  Wairingtun,  which  I  have  in  my  hand* 
asserts)  have  directed  that  the  contractors  for  the  supply 
of  pork  for  the  Navy,  sliall  use  no  Western  salt  in  putting 
it  up.    Experience  having  shewn,  as  he  says,  that,  even 
when  mixe<l  in  the  proportion  of  one-third  foreign  and 
two-thirds  Western  salt,  that  the  tneat  has  been  lost.  The 
exportation  of  salted  pork  has  become  of  immense  im- 
portance to  the  Western  people.   At  the  season  for  pur- 
chasing it,  large  sums  of  money  are  taken  to  Cin^nati 
by  dealers  fVom  the  F.astem  cities  t  the  hogs  purchased 
in  the  drove,  and  there  killed  and  salteil.    But  the  price 
of  the  pork  is  always  governed  by  the  price  of  foreign 
saU  t  and,  if  the  article  is  not  to  be  procured,  the  pork 
will  not  sell  at  al).    Such  was  the  case  in  the  Autumn  of 
1825.    There  was  no  foreign  salt  in  the  market,  and  the 
drovers  were  unable  to  sell  their  hogs.   The  present 
high  duty  upon  salt  is,  therefore,  oppressive  in  every  way 
upon  the  farmer.    It  increases  his  expenses  and  lessens 
his  products,  as  I  have  before  shewn,  and  deprives  him  uf 
a  market  for  that  which  he  does  raise.    And  what  are  the 
objects  to  be  gained  for  all  this  injury  ?    To  put  a  few 
dollars  more  in  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  add  exor^ 
bitant  profits  to  wealthy  monopolists.    Sir,  said  Mr.  H., 
I  have  no  enmity  to  these  gentlemen  {  they  had  a  right 
to  make  contracts,  and  employ  their  money  as  they 
pleased,  and  1  must  do  them  the  justice  to  say,  that  they 
have  acted  very  moderately,  in  fixing  the  price  of  their 
salt  at  50  cents,  when  they  certainly  had  it  in  their  power 
to  sell  it  at  62},  or  even  7-5  cents.   But  it  is  my  duty  to 
counteract  them.and  counteract  them  I  will,if  it  be  in  my 
power.    The  friends  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Preudent,  said  Mr. 
H.,  who  are  also  supporters  of  the  general  protecting 
system,  have  been  accused  of  inconsistency.    But  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  charge  is  entirely  umust.    For  my- 
self, I  am  a  warm  advocate  of  (he  tariff  i  but  1  am  so 
only  because  1  think  it  eminently  beneficial  to  the  agri- 
cultural interests.    Convince  me  that  the  system,  or  any 
part  of  it,  bears  oppresuvely  upon  that  interest,  and  I  wiU 
immediately  abandon  it.    My  judgmeot  tells  me  that  it 
will  be  fkr  frors  producing  this  effect.   If  any  ii\jtury  is 
inflicted,  it  will  be  but  putial  and  temptmiry  i  wlUlst  Its 
benefits  wDI  he  extenrire  and  permanent.  Qut  the  duty 


Digitized  by 


Google 


595 


GALES  £i?  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


596 


SENATE.] 


Duty  on  Soli. 


[A.PBIL  7.  1828. 


upon  salt  is  an  intolenibte  burden  upon  the  agriculturist 
now,  and  holds  oat  no  prospect  of  Tulure  advantage.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  II.,  I  could  witli  more  justice  accuse  tlietarifT- 
men  wtio  oppose  this  bill  with  inconsistency.  One  of 
'  their  professed  objects  is  to  protect  the  wooUgrowcr. 
But  wliat  farmer  is  there  who  will  not  tell  you  that  a  (ax 
upon  salt  is  a  tax  upon  our  own  wool  ;  since  it  is  well 
known,  tbat,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  salt  that  he 
uses,  will  be  the  condition  and  produce  of  hi^  flock.  1 
repeat,  sir,  that  this  duty  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  our  Government.  In  those  of  a  despotic  cha- 
racter, it  has  been  borne  with  great  impatience.  Under 
the  appellation  of  gabelle,  it  is  known  to  hare  hod  a 
very  powerful  influence  in  producing  the  Hevolution  in 
France.  It  is,  literally,  a  tax  on  the  many,  for  the  benefit 
ofa  few.  lean  see  nore;ison  why  it  should  not  be  reduced. 
Ill  itjdition  to  the  other  ubjeclions,  it  is,  as  far  as  re- 

Srds  (he  Atlantic  SUtes,  a  very  unequal  burden.  The 
me  Stic  animals  near  the  sea  coast  do  not  require  salt. 
As  you  ftdmnce  into  the  country,  where,  on  account  of 
the  cost  of  transportation,  the  price  ts  advanced,  it  be- 
cuimes  more  necessary  ;  and  is  absolutely  indispensable 
to  those  which  feed  upon  the  rich  and  juicy  pastures  of 
the  West.  If  I  have  considered  this  subject,  sir,  said 
Mr.  tl.,  principally  in  relation  to  its  operation  upon  the 
Western  States  it  does  not  proceed  from  a  disregard  to 
the  interests  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  Alleghany  ridgo. 
I  wouIJ>  with  the  greatest  posuble  pleasure,  vote  to  re- 
duce, or  entirely  remove  the  duly,  tor  the  interest  of  the 
latter  alone,  if  my  own  conslilUL-nts  were  not  immediate- 
ly interested  i  for  1  never  will  consent  to  impose  a  tax 
that  will  operate  unequally,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided; 
OT  convert  this  hall  into  an  arena  for  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  to  scramble  for  tlie  advantage  in  as- 
sessing, on  the  People,  the  sums  neeesnry  for  conduct- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SANFORD  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
seemed  to  tliink  that  his  colleague  had  taken  a  very  ex- 
traordinary course,  in  making  the  motion  now  before 
the  Senate.  I  tliink,  8ai<l  Mr.  S.,  differently  \  but  my 
colleague  is  capable  of  defending  himself,  and  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  do  it.  1  do,  however,  think  It  rather  extra- 
orcUnary  that  the  gentleman  from  Haiylaud  should  ad- 
vise that  the  bill  should  not  be  discussed,  because  iu 
friends  have  made  up  their  minds.  Formy  own  part,  I 
am  always  willing  to  hear  discussion  upon  any  topic  of 
equal  importance  with  tliis.  It  would  be  said,  perhaps, 
that  it  was  unntcesaary  to  debate  the  subject,  because  it 
had  been  fUlly  investigated  hut  year,  when  the  bill  pass- 
ed the  Senate.  But  it  passed  last  year  under  different 
circumstances  from  the  present.  La&t  year,  and  tlie  year 
previous,  there  were  large  amounts  of  surplus  in  the 
iVeasury.  The  reverse  is  now  the  feet.  The  whole 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  is  now  but  1.600,000  dwilars, 
while,  formerly,  a  surplus  of  3,000,000  had  not  been 
found  too  large  to  cover  the  various  purposes  to  which 
the  fund  was  applied.  The  President,  in  his  message 
on  the  opening  of  Congress  qieakinf  of  the  present 
state  of  the  finances,  advises  that  the  strictest  economy 
be  practised.  Hence  it  was  necess:iry  to  confine  the  ap- 
propriations not  mentioned  in  the  estimates,  to  the  nar 
rowe»t .  possible  limits.  Such,  then,  is  the  state  of  the 
revenue  at  this  time,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  impwted  salt  Passing  from  tliis  part  of  the 
subject;  be  observed,  tbRtthe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Ur. 
JiAliBlsoir]  declares  this  to  be  an  oppressive  tax  upon 
the  agriculturist.  But  is  tliis  so  >  It  is  not  a  poll  tax,  al- 
though it  is  true  that  it  is  a  lax  of  an  article  necessary 
for  human  subsistence.  But  every  man,  whether  poor 
or  rich,  is  eq^uiUly  operated  upua  by  it.  Nor  was  this 
singubr  in  bein|f  taxed.  Every  article  which  men  eat 
or  drink  it  also  taxed  In  some  way.  Thit  0(Uum  tbat 
Iwd  been  thrown  upon  this  tax  wm  ft  mere  prejudice. 


It  is  said,  by  the  gentleman,  that  this  ii)  a  var  tax.  Let 
ine,  said  Mr.  S.,  correct  my  honorable  friend  on  tikis 
heud.  Thlq  duty  is  not  a  war  tax.  He  admitied  that  it 
originated  during  the  war,  and  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
resortc'd  to  as  i>i)e  of  the  means  fw  raising  funds  during 
those  times  of  exigency.  Biit,  since  that  period,  the 
duly  had  been  levied  anew,  both  in  the  tariff  of  1816 
and  1824.  In  these  acts,  it  could  only  be  considered  as 
a  war  lax,  because  all  taxes  are  kid  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  debts  contracted  in  the  last  war.  If  it  stands  on 
the  tariff  of  1824,  it  is  clearly  no  war  tax. 

[Ur.  HARRISON  here  rose  to  explain.  Tlie  tSiX  was 
first  laid  in  ISIS.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  had 
been  continued  in  subsequent  acta.J 

Mr.  SANFORD  resumed,  and  went  into  the  history  of 
the  duty  and  its  operation  ;  but  much  of  this  part  of  his 
remarks  were  inaudible  to  the  repo'rter.  Two-thirds  of 
the  salt  consumed  in  the  country,  he  remarked,  was  im- 
ported. The  other  Utird  was  manufactured  here,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that,  this  fact  would  shew  tliM  the 
protection  was  a  very  moderate  one.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  speaking  of  the  trade  in  salt  in  his  own  State, 
speaks  of  a  monopoly  existing  in  the  article.  This  was 
a  very  ufRsnsive  word — but,  even  supposing  a  monopoly 
to  exist,  the  best  way  to  prevent  its  effects  was  to  create 
a  permanent  domestic  supply,  to  compete  with  the  fo* 
reign  supply.  This  would  ensure  to  the  consumer  a  mo- 
derate  price  on  the  article.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio^ 
said  Mr.  S.,  is  not,  I  believe,  opposed  to  protection  alto- 
gether. He  does  not  object  to  a  protecting  duty  on 
wool.  He  is  willing  to  adnpt  the  syslcm  of  protection 
on  a  hundred  oiher  articles,  yet  he  excludes  »alt.  Al- 
though he  is  willing  to  tax  articles  tliat  have  always  been 
exempt  from  duty,  he  is  desirous  of  removing  a  duty 
from  tliis  article  (  a  duty  already  existing.  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  S  ,  under^itand  those  gentlemen  who  con&ne 
their  protection  to  particular  things.  For  my  own  par^ 
i  discard  Uiat  principle.  In  reUiion  to  the  extent  of  the 
trade,  the  whole  number  of  bushels  consumed  in  this 
country  was  9,000,000  ,  of  which  3,500,000  bushels  were 
manufactured  in  this  country.  I'bere  was  not  an  article 
in  the  whole  list  to  which  the  ailment  in  fitvor  of  pro< 
tectioH  applied  so  strongly  as  to  salt  As  to  the  policy 
of  increasing  the  encouragement  now  given  lainpottia 
whellier  it  was  expedient  or  not,  it  certainly  aeemed 
proper  to  retain  the  encouragement  which  already  exists. 
It  was  had  policy  to  change  the  present  rate  of  the  duty, 
as,  ill  all  such  cases,  capita)  was  sacrificed  which  had 
been  invested  in  the  manufacture.  Every  encourage- 
ment of  any  species  of  production  led  to  the  inrestnieDt 
of  capital,  winch  was  on  a  subsequent  change  diminished 
or  destroyed.  On  these  grounds,  perhaps  most  stronglj' 
Oil  account  of  the  prtsciit  slate  of  the  revenue,  he  vaa 
opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROUBINS  remarked,  tliat  imported  salt  now  paid 
a  duty  of  twenty  cents  (he  bushel,  reckoning  56  pounds 
to  a  bushel.    This  bill  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  to 
ten  cents,  not  immediately,  but  in  the  short  period  of 
two  years.    Is  this,  asked  Ur.  R.,  a  measure  expedient 
for  the  public  interest  i  For  that  interest  is  the  *'  touch- 
stone"  that  is  to  decide  and  .settle  this  question,  and  all 
our  tariff  questions.    If  thi^  measure  will  sacrifice  a  p«r> 
ticular  interest  of  the  country ;  if  it  will  even  haxard 
that  sacrifice  {  tlie  question  comes  to  tliis— whether  the 
common  interest  requires  this  arcrifice  ?   It  wouJd  be 
strange,  indeed,  if  it  was  found  to  be  a  Act  that  the  oMD- 
mon  interest  of  the  country  required  the  sacrifice  of  one 
of  its  pal  ticular  interests  ;  a  fact  so  strange  as  to  Se 
altogetlier  incredible:  fur  the  common  interest,  tbouflL 
nut  identical  with  any  one  interest,  is  identical  witK 
them  all;  as  it  is  made  up  of  then  all.    It  would.  In- 
deed,  be  an  auomaly  in  political  eeonomy,  if  any  one 
■tiould  be  irf"  so  strange  a  chancier  u  to  be  hiconipACl- 
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ble  «ith  the  common  interest  i  uid  so  incompatible, 
that  the  common  interest  sliouM  require  its  sacrifice  ; 
and  it  would  be  still  more  strange,  \(  that  interest  should 
be  the  mantifacture  of  an  article  of  prime  necessity. 

1  will  assume,  t!ien,  what  no  one  will  deny,  that  the 
coTtmon  interest  does  n«t  require  the  sacrilice  of  the 
domeatiG  nunufiwture  of  salt,  nor  the  hazard  of  s-ich  a  tw- 
crifice.  Now,  irill  this  measure  have  this  effect  i  I  pre- 
mise, if  this  is  not  certain — if  it  ia  only  probable — even 
that  pro'jability  is  decisive  against  t!ie  measure  :  for  it  b 
incurring  a  risk  which  is  not  required  by  the  public  in- 
terest, and  by  which  even  that  interest  may  suffer,  and 
when,  at  bert,  it  is  but  an  unnecessary  experiment,  But 
1  do  not  consider  tiie  effect  as  at  all  doubtful.  It  will, 
undoabtMlly,  affect  thia  munuiacture  most  leriuusly,  most 
iiguriou^.  But,  before  I  go  further,  and  attempt  to  de- 
duce and  exhibit  tlie  consequences  of  tlib  measure  upon 


Uge  than  in  the  North.  And  if  this  protecting  duty  is 
continued,  it  will  be  extended  till  it  reaches  that  ulti- 
mate limit  at  which  every  manufiwture  must  be  boanded  t 
»)e  ne  plus  ultra  of  demand  on  one  side,  and  the  mini- 
mum pnce  of  a  living  profit  on  the  other.  It  is  a  kind 
of  manubcture  which  may  be  carried  on  with  small  capi* 
tals  as  well  as  with  large,  aod  wiUi  small  to  equal  ad- 
vantage. It  is  within  the  competence  qf  every  iea*8hore 
farmer  possessed  of  bat  a  moflerate  capita),  and  such  as 
most  Di  them  do  possess  or  may  comniand.  It  is  a  ma- 
nufacture, which,  in  proportion  to  its  capital,  draws  leas 
upon  tlie  mamiai  labor  uf  the  country  than  anyotlier; 
for  the  nin  is  the  great  elaborator  :  one  hour  in  twenty- 
four  is  sufficient  for  the  manual  labor  <rf  the  laiyest  es- 
tablishment {  and  one  hand  can  perform  that  labor  in  & 
moderate  establishment.  The  sea-shore  ftrmer,  then, 
j  without  any  increase  of  his  hired  labor,  and  without  any 
thu  interest,  let  us  pause  for  a  moment  here,  and  see  material  interruption  of  that  labor,  may  manage  this  con- 
what  this  interest  is,  whicli  we  so  heedlessly  strike  at,  cern. 


and  may  so  injuriously  affect ;  what  it  may  be,  if  continu- 
ed to  be  fostered  by  tliia  protecting  duty,  under  which  it 
has  sprung  into  existence,  and  by  whicli  alone  it  can  be 
sustained ;  and  whether  there  are  not  considerations  con- 
nected with  it,  which  entitle  it  to  a  regard  a  little  more 
farwable  than  is  manifested  by  this  bilL 

Fire  millions  of  capital,  at  least,  are  already  invested 
in  this  manu&cture  :  for,  in  the  single  State  of  Uassachu- 
setli*  the  sea  shore  salt  works  have  a  capital  invested  in 
then,  as  I  un  credibly,  and,  1  believe  correctly,  infbrm- 
ed,  of  upwards  of  twu  milliona,  and  it  would  now  have 
doubled  that  amount,  but  for  the  doubts  created  here  of 
the  continuance  of  tlie  present  protecting  duty.  A  large 
aoKHint  of  capital  was  ready  to  be  invested,  but  the  in- 
vestment was  suspended  in  consequence  of  these  doubts, 
snd  never  will  be  invested  if  ttie  present  duty  is  discon- 
tinued. Those  establiahmentB  give,  at  present,  to  the 
proprietors  a  gross  annual  revenue  of  about  $  200,000, 

Cts  large  enough  for  capital  to  the  business,  but  not 
:  enough  to  sustain  it,  if  tliese  profiu  are  reduced 
as  this  bill  would  reduce  tliem.  As  to  the  interior  esta- 
blishments of  tliis  manufacture,  in  New  York,  in  Pcim- 
■ylvania,  in  Vii^ia,  and  in  the  Western  States,  tlitir 
gross  capiul  inu>t,  at  lea^t,  be  more  tluui  double  that  of 
the  seaboard  eatabKslimenu  in  tlie  single  Slate  of  Mas- 
uchusetta.    Fori  find  Uwt  one  csUbTishment  in  New 


Already  the  domestic  manufacture  has  reduced  the 
price  of  tliis  article  between  20  and  SO  per  cent  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  before  the  eslabrishment  of  the 
manufacture  i  and  if  the  manufiictiire  ^oes  on  extending 
itself,  that  falling  price  will  go  on  falling  till  it  reaches 
the  minimum  price  at  whicti  it  can  be  made  ^  which  will 
bring  the  article  to  every  consumer  at  least  JO  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  it  was  when  imporUtion  alone  was  depend* 
ed  on  ;  or  titan  it  can  be,  if  imporlation  done  is  tode* 
pended  on.  That  this  will  be  the  result,  will  be  seen, 
wlien  we  come  to  trace  the  operation  of  this  bill  upon 
this  mamifacture,  and  the  consequences  of  this  operation. 
At  present  I  ask  credit  for  the  statement  j  content  that 
it  beTetiaeted,  if  you  please,  if  that  remit  is  not  dien  ' 
evident. 

Consider  that  this  is  one  of  the  great  natural  resources 
of  the  country  developing  itself,  and  to  be  developed  i 
opening  a  wide  and  profitable  field  to  its  industry  and 
its  capital  ;  opening  springs,  perennial  springs  ot  na- 
tional wealth  and  of  endless  fertility  ;  and  that  it  is  a  re- 
source, which,  left  to  itself,  is  of  no  possible  profit.  Not 
like  some  of  our  other  great  natural  resources,  which, 
if  neglected,  are  not  wholly  unproductive  ^  as  our  wild 
lands,  for  instance,  whicli,  though  not  cultivated,  are 
still  growing  in  value,  from  the  growing  nuroben  of  our 
population,  and  the  progreBaive  advance  of  our  settle- 


York,  BO  long  ago  as  1820,  was  giving  to  tliat  Sute,  from  '  tnenis.  But  this  resource  lies  in  the  brine  of  the  ocean, 
■  moderate  duty  only,  a  nelt  annual  revenue  of  upwards  '  and  the  brine  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  valueless  where 
of  f  60,000.    We  may  then  safely  say,  that  the  capital  u  is,  and  as  it  is  ;  and,  in  that  state,  must  forever  remain 


put  to  haianl  by  tliis  measure  is  at  least  five  miUiooa  of 
dollars. 

And  this  manufacture  is  but  in  its-infancy.  It  lias  but 
just  surmounted  the  first  diinculties,whieh  are  always  the 
great  difliculties  to  be  encountered  in  the  introduc- 
tisn  and  establishment  of  eve'ry  new  manufiicture ;  and 


valueltssi  but,  if  developed,  will  be  a  new  £*cuUy  ac 
quired  to  the  country  ;  and,  if  fully  developed,  one  of 
almost  infinite  power. 

Consider,  too,  that,  in  this  pecuVisr  manufiioture,  the 
irbole  capita]  is  fixed,  ami  that  none  of  it,  or  next_  to 
none,  is  floating,  and  employed  in  hiring  and  subwstin^ 


especially  in  a  country  to  winch  manufactures  are  new.  labor,  or  in  purchasing  the  gross  material  (  and  that,  if 
While  laboring  with  these  difficulties,  the  business  was  '  you  destroy  thia  mauulacture,  you  annihilate  this  capitaL 
rather  a  losine  business  to  the  adventtirers  ;  in  many  in- !  Not  like  capital  in  trade,  which,  if  excluded  frmnone 
fiances  the  ^ss  was  serious — in  some  it  was  ruinous,  j  channel,  still  remains  entire,  and  may  be  employed  in 
But  those  difficulties  are  now  all  happily  subdued.    By  another ;  here  it  is  annihilated  and  hwt  lost  as  complets- 


fromtbat  of  otlien  t  and  especially  by  those  lights  which 
science,  from  time  to  time,  is  sheudiiig  upon  all  the  use- 
ful arts,  and  thereby  contributing  to  tiieir  perfection  ; 
the  business  now  lias  become  a  regular  and  profitable 
business,  and  will  go  on  extending  itseff,  if  its  further 
progrees  b  not  orrcBted  by  the  success  of  this  bill :  fur 
the  GeM  tot  U\m  manufacture  is  unlimited,  to  say  nothing 
of  iia  interior  resources,  on  the  sea  board  that  field  is  aii- 
hoiited.  We  have  fifteen  hundred  miles  of  sea  coast ; 
<Mi  ever}'  part  of  which  this  manufucture  may  be  esta- 
bliabed  to  ndvantage  t  ami  in  the  South  to  mure  advan- 


source  of  countless  millions  in  future. 

Now  let  us  look  to  the  operation  of  this  measure  up- 
on this  manufacture  and  to  the  consequences  of  that  ope- 
ration. One  effect  must  be,  to  arrest  the  pro^ss  of 
this  manuf^turr,  and  prevent  its  further  extension.  Of 
this  there  can  be  no  qtieation )  for,  il  mere  doubts  of 
the  continuance  of  this  protecting  duty  have  operated 
to  keep  back  capital  frvm  this  employment,  which  is 
known  to  be  the  fact— when  these  doubts  are  convert- 
ed into  a  cerUinty,  and  the  duty  is  discontinued,  will 
capital  go  to  that  employment  ?   It  would  be  idle,  it 
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would  be  foolish,  to  expect  it    Tlien  all  ihe  reaidtie  rf 
tbifl  great  resource,  of  ihis  wide  ai>d  profitable  field  for 
industry  and  capital,  is  to  be  cut  off  at  once,  and  lost  to 
the  country  forever.    But  tlie  mischief  will  not  stop 
here  ;  the  measure  will  not  only  arrest  the  liirther  pro- 
gress of  this  manu&cture  i  it  will  be,  it  must  be^  ruin- 
ous to  it    For,  coniuder  the  present  ttate  of  thin^  and 
hov  that  state  has  been  produced.    The  domestic  ma- 
nubcturehaa  deprived  the  foreign  manufacturer,  in  a 
great  degree,  of  thib  market ;  and,  this  being  his  great 
market,  the  consequence  is,  that  salt,  at  all  the  foreign 
salt  ports,  has  fallen  to  a  mere  drug — to  less  than  50  per 
centum  below  its  former  coat  there.    Now,  by  this  mea- 
sure you  will  giva  to  the  foreign  mantdiujturer  a  boun- 
ty of  tm  centa  on  enry  bushel.   Then  salt  being  to  be 
purchased,  at  all  the  foreign  salt  ports,  at  less  ttian  half 
the  former  cost,  and  paying  here  only  half  the  present 
duty,  it  can  be  imported  and  sold  here,  and  at  a  profit, 
at  less  than  it  can  be  made  here  at  present.    Then  it 
will  be  imported,  and  in  immense  quantitiea ;  all  our  mar- 
kets will  be  glutted  with  it.    Our  manufacluren  will 
struggle  against  the  overwhelming  niin,  but  they  will 
struggle  in  vain.    They  must  be  prostrated  j  their  works 
must  oe  abandoned.    I  speak  with  tlie  utmost  confi- 
dence aa  to  all  the  sea-board  establishments,  and  to  all 
tbe  interior  establishments,  whose  salt  is  water  borne  to 
market  t  it  may  not  be  so  ruinous  to  titose  more  inland, 
and  whose  salt  supplies  an  inland  market  t  but  to  thero 
it  must  be  very  injurious. 

Now,  when  those  establishments  are  prostrated  and 
abandoned,  what  will,be  the  consequence  *   Salt  will 
begin  to  rise  ;  it  will  rise  here  ;  it  will  rise  abroad  ;  it 
will  rise  till  it  reaches  its  former  price  ;  the  monopoly 
price  of  the  foreign  monopolist  i  which  is  always  the 
mudinum  price  at  which  the  thing  can  be  sold,  not  the 
minimum  price  at  which  it  can  lie  made,  as  u  always 
the  case  when  the  domestic  manufaetare  is  supported 
■gainst  tlie  foraign  competition.    Now  what  h  ill  be  the 
remedy  fbr  this  state  of  things  ?   It  will  be  to  re-esU 
blish  tile  domestic  manufiicture.    How  can  tliia  be  done 
Only  by  re-establishing  the  protecting  doiy,  which  you 
are  now  about  to  repeal  or  reduce.   Let  'me  remark, 
here,  that  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  to  re-establish 
the  manufacture,  by  reestablishing  the  duty,  dun  it 
has  been  to  acquire  the  manuActure,  by  imposing  the 
duty  I  for  the  adventurers  will  then  know  wnal  before 
they  did  nut  know,  tliat  tliey  are  liable  to  be  mined  hy 
the  instability  of  our  lesislatioR.    It  will  be  much,  if 
their  confidence  gets  thelietter  of  their  fears,  and  they 
a^^in  venture  their  capital  where  it  has  once  been  lost, 
and  inay  be  again,  from  the  same  peril.    Who  would 
cmnmit  bimself  to  the  peril  of  quicksands,  in  which  he 
had  seen  others  and  miglti  find  himself  swallowed  k\\. 
and  lost  >   Here  I  would  invite  the  attention  <tf  U)e  Se 
nate  to  one  topic,  which,  though  a  general  one,  has 
direct  bearing  on  this  question,  as  well  as  on  all  ques- 
tions of  tlus  cbus.    If  I  could  impress  it  upon  others  as 
it  impreiaes  itself  upon  my  nund,  I  should  flatter  myselt 
that  Its  weight  would  be  fttund  mobt  decinve  in  the  pre 
sent  case. 

The  great  difficulty  in  building  up  a  State,  hy^  its  po 
Gey,  and  especially  a  free  State,  is  not  so  much  in  devis 
ing  that  policy,  arduous  as  that  is,  as  io  puisuading  to 
fbe  sacrifices  incident  to  its  adoption. 

The  Musenence  of  all  excellent  poficy  is  in  a  steady 
pcrnjanent  adherence  to  its  principle  <  without  that  ai 
ncrence,  the  fruits  of  that  policy  connot  be  realized 
without  it,  the  policy,  however  excellent  in  itself,  ceases 
to  be  so  in  effect.  Indeed  it  is  the  worse  for  that  excel 
lence:  for  it  is  in  Its  nature  costly,  attended  with  sacrifices 
but  these  are  all  to  be  made  in  the  beginning.  If,  after 
these  are  made,  the  ixrficy  is  de-parted  from,  ril  its  evils 
bave  been  borne,  and  none  of  its  benefits  have  been  ^ 


izcd ;  it  has  been  productive  purely  of  evil,  whWi 
might  have  been  avoided,  by  the  vulgar  policy  of  lettisg 
things  alone,  and  leaving  them  to  their  natural  coarse. 

Everj-  scheme  of  great  national  policy  looks  abetd, 
and  to  another  day,  for  its  full  and  perfect  results.  If  the 
scheme  be  good  in  itself,  and  it  be  stea-'ity  adhered  to, 
time,  in  due  season,  will  bring  these  forth  ;  and  theie 
have  commonly  been  fbund  to  exceed  in  raagnttode 
every  anticipation,  even  the  most  sanguine  that  has  bees 
formed  of  them.    It  was  (he  maxim  of  adhering  to  %y»- 
licy  once  adopted  and  begun,  that  laid  the  fi)undifiai, 
and  insured  tne  military  grealness  of  Home  \  it  was  ibii 
that  laid  the  foundation,  and  has  insured  tbe  colDloe^ 
cial  grealneas  of  Great  BriUin  i  and  that  greatne^  is 
both  instances,  Ar  exceeded  the  anllcipatioiw  ol  ether 
People.  It  is  a  remarkable  fiiet  in  the  pofitical  eooncBiy  of 
Great  Britain,  that,  in  no  instance  in  which  they  have 
adopted  a  policy  fbr  acquiring  a  manufacture  vitkiu 
themselves,  ttas  she  receded  one  iota  from  that  pcrftcf, 
for  one  moment.    The  consequence  baa  been,  that  Ae 
never  has  failed  to  acquire  and  establish  that  asMbc- 
ture,  however  unpromiung  the  attempt  might  «ee»  to 
be  ;  and  another  consequence  aUo  has  been,  uUinatdyi 
to  obtain  the  article  manufactured  at  a  cheaper  rate,  md 
of  a  better  quality,  than  it  could  be  imported.    And  tbe 
proof  is,  that  the  same  article  has  become  an  article  of 
export,  and  fintjs  a  ready  market  in  all  o<ber  oounbin 
of  the  world,  not  excepting  that  fh>m  wluch  it  had  !>«« 
imported,  and  still  mij^t  be  importetl.   llie  silk  asiB- 
facturo,  fbr  instance,  originally,  would  look  like  a  twrt 
unpromising  attempt  ^  in  the  then  experience  of  ihf 
worid,  it  would  seem  forbidden  i  y  the  very  nahireof 
thinp  t  the  climate,  seemingly  ungenial  to  the  tree,  *» 
not  being  indigenous  to  the  soil ;  ungenial  to  ttut  t» 
der  and  delicate  worm,  which  feeds  upon  the  tree,  ssa 
>roduces  the  gross  material,  and  wh:ch  then  hsd  ncfcr 
>ecn  found  to  exist,  but  in  warmer  latitudes.  Yet  Ae 
attempt  wa^  made,  and  has  succeeded.   Silks  are  nw 
the  second  article  In  rank  in  the  list  of  their  enxW; 
they  are  below  their  cottons,  which  is  the  first  srticle.lut 
is  above  their  woollens,  which  is  the  third  onAel'i*- 

The  principle  of  tliat  policy  has  been  this:  to  pre  » 
the  proposed  manufacture  such  a  protecting  dntr,  ** 
would  ultimately  eire  to  it  the  exclumve  msritet  of  the 
country,  and  to  adhere  to  that  principle  steadilr  »^  *^ 
varyingly,  fpom  time  to  time,  and  in  all  times,  and  iwt  t« 
suffer  that  adherence  to  be  intermitted  or  remitted  f« 
a  moment  t  to  suffer  no  revolution  of  parties,  no  trawt- 
tion  of  power  fh)m  one  to  another ;  to  suffer  no  ch«»|« 
of  men  in  power;  to  suffer  no  change*  .^'.T 
Government  itself,  to  make  any  diange  in  tins  "W'*''?*^ 
Ttie  laws  of  nature  hetvdf  are  not  more  steady  ia  tb^ 
operatiuns  than  has  been  their  adherence  to  thst  principle. 
The  consequence  is,  that  she  is  now  the  weahhiest  naiwn 
existing,  or  that  ever  has  existed  on  earth  ;  and,  in  w' 
wealth,  commanda  the  means  of  more  phyaieal 
ever  before  was  wieMed  by  any  one  nation.  Why  « 
that  other  nations  of  Europe,  who  have  seen  and  wouU 
emuhitethe  success  of  Great  BHtun,  and  bytbe  n<ne 
means,  too,  have  fallen  so  much  in  her  tear  f  U  u^' 
cause,  though  they  have  adopted  tte  same  jk^i 
have  not  adhered  to  it  with  the  suae  atesditwst.  Tue 
policy  with  them  has  been  more  variable  and  fl'W^^*?' 
It  has  by  them  been  more  timidly  taken  up,  nxw 
pursued,  and,  at  times,  weakly  abandoned.  'iTiedoctniK* 
<A  Adam  Smith  had  a  charm  to  the  Continental  Nttiw^ 


tbe 


of  Europe,  which  they  ne\-er  had  on  his  own  nation, 
British.  Their  own  experience  fclVited  his  '*"**|rf  j 
the  refutation  was  visible— was  palpable  to  then,  in  tneir 
own  prosperity,  produced  by  a  practice  the  reftne  « 
his  theory.  The  success  of  Great  Brit«n  is  an 
mental  proof  to  her,  ii  ought  to  be  a  monumeiitri  p**" 
to  other  nation^  of  tlie  Ukuity  of  bis  doettiM*-  V" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


OF  IN  GONGRBSS. 


602. 


Am  7,1m.} 


Ihiiy  on  Salt. 


[SENATE. 


tiwae  Mliona,  ud  especially  (iemany,  was  infatuated' 
vith  these  doctrines.    She  tbrew  down  all  the  restric- 
iim,  byvhich  her  own  industry  was  protected  t  and 
ihtew  open  alt  her  nUrketa  to  the  equal  competilion  of 
■U  tbe  worid.   Fkc  trade  was  the  cry  all  orer  that 
eonotiy.  What  was  the  conaequance  ?   Ffte  trade,  in 
iriMtttirae,  paralysed  and  prostrated  all  her  own  nanii- 
fcrtitret  i  and  with  them,  all  their  other  interests.  They 
ill  feh  the  blow  of  free  trade,  either  directly  or  indi- 
redly.  Free  trade  was  a  commoa  calamity  to  them  all ; 
i»d  an  went  down  together  ;  and,  in  this  proatnte  con- 
difioimliey  lie  to  this  honri  for,  though  her  stateamen 
la?e  long  smce  waked  from  the  dreanu  of  their  folly, 
thty  hare  found  it  much  eaner  to  destroyt  than  to  r«- 
buOd  wbat  has  once  been  destroyed.    It  must  be  so- 
Fluetiution  in  tl«t  pt^cy  by  which  a  manafacture  has 
been  acquired,  must  be  fatal  to  it  {  and  when  lost  there- 
bj,  to  ereiy  hope  of  its  revival.    When  a  manu&cture 
babandooed  in  oomeqavoee  of  the  poUejr  by  which  it 
WIS  protected,  that  faith  is  gone  which  is  necesaary  to 
inikce  a  renewal  of  tb«  adventure.    What  prudent  man 
will  mk  cifntal  where  he  sees  it  has  been  loat,  and  is 
equally  eipecled  to  be  so  again  ?    Tlie  ruin  of  former 
(dreotureit  stand*  as  a  wreck  upon  the  coast,  to  warn 
lun  ts  keep  clear  of  its  hidden  dangers  %  and  against  fol- 
lowiagan  in  a  track  that  had  ltd  otiiera,  and  mar  lead 
Ihs^  t*  deriruction.    The  question  now  ia  not  whether 
wt  AtJi  ifflpoae  a  duty,  in  order  to  acquire  a  manutiu:- 
tOK,  but,  whether  we  shall  continue  a  duly,  in  order  to 
'Fvesare  a  manufhcture  already  acquired.    If  the  effect 
gf  tlus  measure  ahall  be  to  destroy  this  manufaclure,  and 
thd  it  wiU,  I  consider  as  a  moral  certainty,  we  may  bid  a 
bstfirevdl  to  ertery  hope  of  its  future  revival. 

MACON  aaid.  that  tbe  Govemment  was  not  tlie 
■■e  low,  as  when  he  and  the  *geatleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Snm]  first  came  iato  Congress.    He  thanked  the 
poUeatan  from   Ohio  for  brin^png  this  bill  fbrward ; 
■ad  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kev  York,  whether  the  SUte  he  [Ur.  Ui,c«ii]  repre- 
**oted  was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  burthen  of  this 
^  The  people  did  nut  complain,  uid  probably  sent 
Kwer  petitions  to  Coi^resa  tlum  any  other  State  t  but 
^  fell  it  severely.   There  were  certafai  things  niiich 
«^  not  to  be  taxed  in  any  country — tilings  that  enter- 
ed uAo  tbe  plain  food  of  the  poor  and  laboring  daases, 
nd  which  were  necesaaty  to  lustain'  life.   He  had  ge- 
^tniBj  found,  tliat,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  to 
PMiabil^  it  was  argued  that  it  would  not  be  taken  up 
is  (be  other  Hease  ■   But  Hut  was  no  objection  on  thw 
Boor.  The  Senate  waa  not  to  decade  for  the  other 
Utwse-   When  the  bill  eame  bdbre  them  they  should 
decide  for  themselves.   This  duty  seemed  to  him  in  the 
Bgtit  at  atock  which  Congress  had  got  out  of  ihe  Peo- 
fi^  and  which  they  were  determined  to  hold  on  upon. 
V  this  bin  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  and  he  rejected 
■  rt»  other  Hooie,  it  would  make  no  dilRmnce  in  hia 
^MHoo.  I  do  not  belien  that  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
AadetsoR's  book,  quoted  last  year  by  the  gentleman 
frin  New  Haoipafair^  can  be  controverted.    Neither  do 
1  consider  that  a  more  perfect  exposition  of  the  odious. 
MSI  af  this  tax  can  be  made,  than  was  last  year  made 
by  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Woonsvar.]   This  article  goes 
•nto  every  meal  we  eat    Not  a  mouthful  goes  down 
ihepoor  man's  throat,  which  is  not  aeaaoned  with  it. 
Aad  why  shoirid  not  the  duly  be  reduced  ?  Because 
llwse  who  m  engaged  in  the  manufiuilure  would  get  a 
lea  price.   But,  is  even  our  food  to  be  taxed  because  a 
few  io^vidaaU  own  salt  springs  ?    He  deprecated  the 
princwie  which  was  &at  gaining  ground,  of  legislating 
pactiaBy  in  &Tor  of  one  class  of  the  community,  which 
woald  have  the  effect,  if  not  opposed,  of  establishing 
SI  c^iirdiy  anoiw  usu    What,  said  Hr.  M.  must  uidta 
tbe  omiBtty }   a  feUow-fttefing  for  all  parts  of  it.   If  a 


single  citizen's  rights  were  touched,  every  man  ouglit  to 
feel  as  if  the  case  were  his  own.    But  it  could  not  be 


held  that,  if  they  gat  a  road  made  for  the  benefit  of  one 
part  of  the  country,  and  neglected  another,  there  could 
be  a  fetlow.feeiing  between  tliem.    Sir,  said  Hr.  U.  I 
will  appeal  to  1  he  gentleman  froih  New  York  [Mr.  Ma< 
coK  here  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Vxv  Buren]  if  he 
did  not  find  every  thitig  in  ruins  in  tbe  State  which  1  re- 
present, when  he  passed  through  it — and  whether  the 
tariff  has  not  destroyed  us  ?    1  am  glad  the  gentleman 
went  there ;  and  1  hope  he  will  go  again.   In  the  war. 
North  Carolina  was  ver^  much  opprened  by  the  loss  tk 
commerce,  and  otiier  injuries.    And  now  she  is  equally 
burthened  with  this  .jwotective  system.    The  prindple 
of  protection  had  been  carried  too  far.    When  1  was 
young,  this  word,  protection,  had  a  bad  sound  to  me ; 
and  it  is  quite  as  oad  now.    It  seems  to  mean  that,  where 
there  is  any  place  highly  favored  by  nature,  more  must 
be  done  for  it  than  vir  any  atiter.    Thu  duty  has  been 
truly  called  a  **  war-tax.^   Nobody  knows  better  that  it 
is  so,  Mr.  President,  than  you  do.    And  Itold  yeu,  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  I  would  never  vote  for  a  bill  that 
had  salt  in  it.    Is  this  Govemment  partial  ?  What 
would  you  say  of  a  parent  Uuit  would  feed  one  half  ot 
his  diildren,  and  let  the  other  starve  }    Salt  sells  now, 
in  the- market  towns,  higher  than  it  formerly  did  in  the 
interior  of  the  country.   It  has  been  sold  for  13^  cents, 
and  the  duty  is  now  30  cents  per  btuhel  f  and  the  mea- 
sure in  those  days  was  good — not  your  56  lbs.    It  is  a 
lieavy  article,  and  the  transportation  of  it  inland  makes 
it  cost,  in  many  places,  over  50  cents  per  bushel.  The 
duty  of  SO  cenu  was  first  put  on  at  Ihe  commencement 
of  the  war.    Part  of  it  was  afterwards  taken  off.    But  it 
is  now  30  cents.   Those  who  voted  for  it  then,  add 
they  would  vote  against  it  when  the  war  was  over.  It 
is  said  that  it  ia  an  article  which  cannot  be  smuggled— 
and  is  that  a  reason  why  it  should  be  taxed  ?   Is  it  good 
reasoning  to  say,  tliat,  because  laces  and  silks  can  be 
smuggled,  they  must  not  be  uxed  as  high  as  an  article 
of  necessity  to  the  poor  ?    Tiiey  don't  enter  into  the  con- 
sumption of  the  poor  man.    Sir,  said  Hr.  M.,  1  hare  al- 
ways considered  this  qrstem  of  high  duties-aa  the  alrife 
of  private  interest  agaiast  tlie  public  good.   It  had  been 
'  said  to  the  South,  a  few  years  &ga,  "  only  pass  our  la- 
riff"  bill  and  your  cotton  will  rise."    But  it  lias  net.  I 
don't  know  tliat  they  promised  us  a  rise  on  tobacco. 
But  we  were  told  that  it  would  increase  tbe  consump. 
tion  (^cotton.    How  does  it  turn  out '    With  every  kind 
of  protection,  instead  of  our  nunufacturera  underselling 
the  foreigners,  the  foreigners  undersell  us.    'Ihey  go 
away  with  good  prices.   He  saw,  by  a  Boston  pap^r,  not 
long  since,  that  the  prices  had  not  bllen.    The  pro- 
mise wai,  however,  that  every  tlihig  should  fall  t  and  it 
reminds  me  of  tlte  maxim  that,  "wliile  the  grass  grows 
the  steed  starves."   He  thought  he  sliould  die  before 
tliere  would  be  any  fall.    Sir,  I  think,  said  Ur.  M.  that 
we  are  so  friglttened  about  foreign  products,  that  we 
would  be  almost  willing  to  atarvo  ourselves,  and  go  na- 
ked, rather  than  eat  and  wear  them.    The  foil  inten- 
tion of  this  s)'8tem  seems  to  be,  that  we  are  to  liave 
nothing  but  what  is  made  in  this  country.    Sir,  if  the 
Southern  Sutes  had  looked  as  sliarp  after  their  own  af- 
fairs as  the  North  have,  where  would  the  great  export 
trade  have  come  from  *   In  nothing  ought  equality  to 
be  more  strictly  tduerved,  than  in  taxation.    But  every 
body  knows,  tfiat,  if  you  collect  in  one  part  of  tbe  coun- 
try, and  expend  in  another,  you  do  nut  deal  equally. 
It  was  an  old  fashioned  o[Mniun,  with  him,  that  the  max- 
im which  directed  that  every  body  idiould  be  let  alone, 
and  do  that  which  tliey  could  do  best,  sontained  a  sound 
doctrine.    Free  trade  and  sailor's  rights^  was  formerly 
the  motto  ot  our  ayntem  ;  but  now,  every  nmnt  must  be 
settled  by  law.    He  bad.hf^ed  that  tbia  bill  would  pass  { 
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but  hU  hopes  were  now  vary  bint   Whether  it  did  or 
did  not,  he  should  always  be  of  opiniou  tliat  justice  re 
quired  its  passage. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bilL 

Mr.  HAYNE  siud,  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  right  as  to  the  effect  of  the  bill,  should  it  pus.  It 
would,  doubtless,  reduce  the  price  t  but  it  was  ques- 
tionable whether  the  revenue  would  be  at  all  diminish- 
ed. In  political  arUiimetic,  two  and  two  did  not  always 
make  four.  It  was  well  acknowledged,  that,  as  the  du- 
ty was  reduced  on  articles  of  prime  necessity,  in  the 
same  ratio  the  consumption  wpuld  increase.  If,  there- 
fore, by  the  operation  of  this  bilb  the  coiuumption  of 
sail  ^ould  be  increased  one  third  in  the  year,  there 
would,  as  far  w  the  revenue  was  concerned,  be  no  re- 
duction at  all,  «id  the  People  would  be  enabled  to  get 
the  quantity  wanted  by  them  of  this  article  at  a  much 
lower  price. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  supposes  that  there 
will  be  no  increase  of  consumption,  iu  consequence  of 
this  measure.  But  be  is,  surely,  in  error.  Every  indi- 
vidual  would  have  ■  larger  allowance,  and  it  would  be 
used  largely  in  husbandry,  both  as  manure  and  for 
bttening  o*  cattle.  And,  said  Mr.  Hxrut,  my  l<fe  upon, 
it,  instead  of  only  increasing  •ne-third,  the  incrense  of 
consumption  will  be  much  larger.  The  gentleman  was 
also  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  this  duty  being  onginally 
a  war  tax.  He  thinks  that  it  was  not.  But  how  does 
he  reconcile  hi»  opinion  to  the  fiwt,  that  it  wai  laid  on 
at  the  suggestioi  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  oUier  House,  during  the  war,  and  thatit  was  tak- 
en off  on  the  return  of  peace  ?  It  was  a  curious  fact, 
that,  of  the  whole  budget  reported  by  tliat  CommiUee, 
laying  imposts  to  carry  on  the  war,  but  one  was  rejected 
by  the  House  ;  and  that  was  the  duty  on  salt ;  and  it 
was  stated  in  the  Senate,  last  year,  that  the  memben.  in 
order  to  carry  their  point,  pledged  themselves  that  it 
was  a  war-tax  only,  and  not  intended  to  remain  in  exis- 
tence in  times  of  peace.  The  duty  on  salt,  therefore,  is 
emphatically  a  war-tax,  and  notlmig  else.  He  had  no 
dewirn  to  enter  into  a  general  ai-gttinent  on  the  bill , 
but  rose  merely       correct  the  Senator  from  New 

Mr.  SANPORD  said  that  the  renewal  of  tlie  duty 
in  1816  proved  that  it  was  not  a  war  measure.  If  bo. 
then  Ihe  tluties  laid  on  every  other  article,  by  the  law 
(tf  that  year  came  under  tlie  denominaf.ofi  of  war-taxes. 

Mr  UAYNE  said,  in  reply,  that  names  were  not 
thinM.  asfould  be  easily  demonEtrated.  Tiie  genUe- 
man  supposed  that  this  is  not  a  war-tax,  because  it  was 
included  :in  the  act  of  1816.  But  1  say  it  is  a  war  Ux. 
said  Mr.  H.  because  it  originated  dunng  the  war,  and  to 

carry  it  on.  ,l  .  1 1 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  public  Uiids  wasUkenup;  and  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  BARTON  for  the  ongmal  bill,  bemg  un- 
der consideration—  .   

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable 
length,  advocating  the  original  bilL 

TvBSDAT,  Arnii.  8, 1828. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marjlaiid,  the  bill  from 
the  House  making  appropriatioiis  for  Internal  Improve, 
menl,  WW  taken  up;  together  with  sundry  ame«fc«nts 
wmorted  to  the  biU  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
•  The  principal  amendment  "u^^r  oonwderatwn  was  a 
priSi.  that  th.  appropriation  of  30.000  dollars  for  sur- 


veys  should  be  expended  on  no  other  surreys  but  thoK 
already  commenced.  It  was  explained  by  Mr.  SMil'H, 
of  MaryUnd  He  observed  that  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  riiis  amendment.  8ur¥ey»  had  si- 
ready  been  made  of  certain  works,  and  if  Ihis  amendment 
passed  no  rtew  ones  would  be  comroeoced  until  those 
now  in  progress  were  ccmipleted.  He  bad  not  i^Ked 
with  his  coUesgues  on  the  committee,  in  recommending 
this  amendment:  and  it  was  for  the  Senate  to  conudcr 
whether  it  was-  expedient  to  deprive  those  Slzifes  to 
which  sun'eys  had  not  been  extended,  of  any  of  the  be- 
nefits of  this  appropriation,  until  those  were  completed 
which  were  already  commenced. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment on  (he  ground  that,  now  that  all  the  larger  Sl»i« 
had  been  listened  to,  and  all  their  plana  had  been  com- 
pleted, it  was  unjust  to  cut  off  those  smaller  or  more  re- 
mote States  that  had  hitherto  aslsed  no  assisUnce.  Us 
was  also  against  the  amendment,  because  the  other  House 
had  fully  discussed  this  appropriation,  and  had  deciiled 
in  iu  favor.  From  that  ftct,  it  was  obvious  tliat  they 
would  not  adopt  the  amendment,  even  if  it  should  ptsi 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiyhind,  did  not  think  the  Senile 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  decisions  of  the  other  Houk. 
He  went  with  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  astoUic 
effect  of  (he.amendment.  Mr.  S.  then  handed  the  Sew 
lary  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  t  which  •"•J^* 
He  also  laid  on  the  table  a  statement  of  the  dmeiei* 
items  of  expenditure  for  surveys,  and  the  objects  on 
which  they  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  amendment,  8sad*l»'- 
ture  from  the  intentions  of  the  act  of  1824.  He  thougbt 
the  best  manner  of  employing  the  graduates  fhim  Weft 
Point,  during  a  time  of  profound  peace,  was  in  sarrey- 
ing  the  unexplored  parts  of  Hie  country,  and  developing 
its  resources.  He  tiiough^  also,  that  iiuustice  would  be 
done  by  breaking  off  the  surveys  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WKB8TER  inquired  as  to  the  reasons  of  the  com- 
mittce  in  reporting  the  amendment.  He  underrtood 
that  the  chairman  [Mr.  Smith]  was  opposed  to  it  He 
therefore  desired  information  from  some  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  formed  the  majwity  of  the  comnutlee. 

Mr  PARRIS  explained  at  some  length  the  views  of 
the  members  rfthe  committee,  observing  that  tli^powtt 
of  making  surveys  liad  not  hitherto  been  extended  be- 
yond  the  scope  and  parpoae  of  the  act  of  1824.  Many 
surveys  had  been  made  l^ir  other  than  national  objects 
and  many  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  or  corpwatiwis. 
It  was  thought  better  to  finish  what  had  been 
than  to  go  on  with  any  new  works,  before  the  otneii 
were  completed.  It  was  also  believed,  that  if  the  niUDe* 
rous  surveys  now  projected,  were  progressed  with,  it 
would  require  that  the  En^neer  corps  should  be  en- 
larged. 

>«r,  WEBSTER  opposed  the  amendment  at  conBKle^ 
able  length.  He  thought  it  wouU  have  been  better  W 
move  to  repeal  the  law  of  1834,  or  to  have  ■tru»  Mt 
the  appropriation.  He  was  in  ftvor  the  act  of  1834, 
and  he  had  r^oiced  in  its  operatioo.  As  to  the  eom- 
pUint  that  these  surveys  had  been  exereiMd  for  Slate* 
for  individuals,  and  corporations,  he  saw  no  objections 
to  such  an  exercise  of  the  power,  as  it  mattered  not  whe- 
ther objects  of  public  utility  were  proposed  by  corpora* 
tions,  which  had  very  often  more  regard  to  public  good 
than  to  private  interest.  As  to  concluding  the  surveys 
commenced,  he  cUd  not  see  the  beoefit  which  would 
arise  from  such  a  course,  as  the  whole  system  wsk  one  of 
comparison.  Many  plans  were  presented  for  mte  work  } 
and,  until  the  whole  subject  should  be  brought  before 
Con^ss,  they  could  not  decide  upon  it.  He  objected 
to  the  amendment,  because  itwoiild  withhold  from  wmc 
States  that  had  not  applied  for  awstance  the  bcDcfits 


Digitized  by 


Google 


605 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


60Q 


AFBn9, 1838.] 


Qradttalion  of  t&e  PtMie'Landt. — TrUmud  iMpnvemenU. 


[9RNATE. 


which  bad  been  feh  by  others.  The  Engineer  corps 
couM  not  be  emiiloyed  better  than  in  exploring  the  cuun- 
tij  and  opening  its  resources.  He  wished  to  see  the  great 
work  gt)  on,  and  that  no  impediments  might  be  thrown 
ia  its  way. 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  MuyUnd,  expressed  himself  as  hostile 
to  the  amendment.  He  wisheil  the  provision  might  bs 
left  open.  The  Baltimore  Rail-road  Company  had  re- 
ceired  aid  from  the  United  States*  Engineers,  which  was 
of  great  value  ;  «nd  he  understood  that  aimlkr  aid  was 
wanted  in  South  Carolina.  He  should  feel  great  regret 
were  this  amendment  to  cause  it  to  be  withlield  from 
that  State,  or  any  other'whicb  might  be  in  need  of  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLUK  thou^t  they  had  better  go  on  and 
comptete  what  had  been  begun  t  but  he  whuiedj  after 
that  was  done,  tlie  work  mtglit  go  on  as  usual.  He,  there- 
fore, otored  to  unend  the  amendment,  so  that  other  pru- 
jeets  might  he  progressed  in,  after  those  stready  ttnder 
Surrey  were  completed,  by  inserting  the  words,  "until 
the  surveys  already  conimenced  arc  completed." 

Mr.  MeVANE  lignified  his  apprc^ation  of  31  r.CHAND. 
lee's  amendment  i  and  proceeded  to  reply,  at  some 
length,  to  certain  remarks  of  Hr.  WEBSTER.  He  was 
as  much  an  ulvocate  of  the  act  of  18S4  as  that  gentle, 
man  j  but  he  wished  to  confine  those  surveys  to  the  li- 
mits fixed  by  that  act — to  national  objects  only.  His 
<^ject  in  advocating  in  the  committee  the  amendment 
reported,  waa  to  bring  back  the  system  of  surveys  to  its 
on|inal  grounds,  and  restrict  it  to  its  eonatituttonal  pro. 
vince.  He  considered  that  Congress  ought  not  to  au- 
thorize surveys  of  works  which  tl  was  not  the  intention 
of  Congress  to  complete.  They  had  been  carried  much 
firther,  and  local  objects  had  been  surveyed  *hich  were 
never  embraced  in  the  law  of  1S34.  He  did  not  lay  this 
&ult  to  the  Secrbtaiy  of  War  ;  but  members  of  Congress 
had  made  representations  to  the  Secretary,  on  which  he 
thought  hinmelf  authorized  to  detail  a  party  of  Engineers 
to  make  surveys.  Thus  he  had  been  deceived,  and  the 
Uaited  States'  officers  engaged  in  duties  not  authoinzed 
by  Ihc  bw  under  which  tUcy  acted.  He  thought  that,  if 
a  State  projected  a  work  of  a  local  nature,  and  required 
the  science  of  the  United  States'  Corps  of  Engineers, 
their  aid  ouj^it  to  bo  given  ;  but  then  the  State  ought  to 
I»y  the  expense  of  it 

Hr.  WEBSTER  opposed  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  CHANDLER.  He  did  not  see  that  tlie  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee  would  effect  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  fi-ora  DeUware — to  bring  the  exercise  of 
the  power  of  making  surveys  to  those  uf  objects  exclu- 
avely  nationaL  It  was  said  tlial  many  of  those  surveys 
whidi  bad  been  made  thiu  fiu*,  were  of  a  local  naturv, 
and  how  would  the  amendment  which  proposed  merely 
that  they  should  all  be  completed  before  any  others  were 
commenced,  effect  thitt  object  ?  If  all  those  surveys 
were  lo  be  completed,  whether  national  or  local,  liow 
(lid  the  amendment  confine  them  to  national  works  ? 
Mr.  W.  spoke  at  some  length  in  demonstration  of  the 
diffieul^  that  e^ed  in  iUing  u^on  what  wtvkit  were 
re«Uy  naUoiul  or  locaL 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  referred  to  the  list  of  works 
which  bad  been  surveyed,  and  were  now  in  Jprogress, 
(which  was  read  by  the  Secretary,)  and  contended  that 
it  did  not  contain  a  single  object  wnicb  was  not  of  a  na< 
tional  character. 

Mr.  McLAKE  replied  to  Mr.  WEBSTER  at  consider, 
able  length.  He  thought  the  gentleman  had  departed 
from  the  ground  st  first  taken  b^  him.  If  he  had  net 
■nisuiidentoud  him,  he  decbued  nia  willingness  to  in- 
crease Uie  number  uf  Engineer^  and  to  prosecute  sur- 
veys of  a  local  as  well  as  natiohal  character. 

[Here  Mr.  WEBSTER  explained,  that  he  had  said  he 
wu  willing  to  allow  the  surveys  to  go  on  aa  fkr  as  the  law 
woukl  auiberize,  whether  for  objcQti  adopted  by  a  Sute 
or  corpocatioo.] 


Mr.  McLANE  contintied  his  remarks,  and  ivent  at 
some  length  into  the  consideration  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween national  and  other  works.  He  also  commented 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland, 
upon  the  list  of  survej  s,  pointing  nut  several  wmdi  he 
maintained  were  not  of  a  nationu  character. 

On  moUon  of  Hr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterdny,  being  the  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  tbe 
public  lands,  wus  taken  up  ;  and  the  subMitute  offered 
by  Mr.  BARTON  being  still  tuider  consideration- 
Mr.  BENTON  continued  his  speech  (commenced  yes- 
terday }  in  support  of  the  original  bill. 

About  3  o'clock,  Mr.  BENTON  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, intimating  tliat  he  should  continue  his  remarks  to< 
momiw. 

WssxESDAT,  ApaiL9,  1828. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.\UTH,of  Md.  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  Internal  Improvement  was  again  taken  up. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  CHANDLER  to  the  ameodment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  nelation  to 
surveys  being  under  connderation,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
tlie  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.,  rose  to  reply  to  some  re- 
marks of  Mr.  M'l.ii(i,  made  in  the  debate  of  yesterday. 
He  considered  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  bud 
examined  the  subject  with  his  usual  accuracy,  he  would 
have  found  that,  in  the  list  of  surveys,  alluded  to  by  hini, 
not  one  of  tliem  were  other  than  of  a  national  charac- 
ter. Mr.  J.  spoke  at  length  on  the  dtfliculty  defining 
the  terms  of  the  bill  of  1834,  and  nf  pointing  out  exactly 
the  meaning  of  the  words  "  national  importance." — 
He  believed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  adhered 
strictly  to  the  meaning  of  the  bill,  and  had  been  correct 
in  his  constniction.  The  list  of  surveys,  amounting  to 
69,  was  swelled  to  that  amount  by  the  subdivision  ofthe 
different  (Ejects.  Many  of  those  which  the  gentleman 
from  Deleware  looked  upon  as  local,  had  been  ottered 
by  Congress,  and  many  of  them  were  connecting  links 
in  the  great  chain  of  national  works.  It  was  impossible 
that  it  should  be  known,  whether  a  work  wai  of  great 
national  importance,  until.ithad  been  surveyed.  When 
that  was  done,  and  the  reports  bud  before  Congress, 
they  would  be  able  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
proper  to  make  appntprintions  for  the  work — in  fact, 
whether  they  were  objects  of  national  importance.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  act  of  1824,  had  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

Hr.  McLANE  replied,  and  remarked,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  had  misconceived  him.  He  said 
nothing  against  any  object  proposed  to  be  carried  into 
effect  oy  this  biU  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  in  fkror 
of  its  provisions.  His  remarks,  yesterday,  had  been 
confined  to  surveys  {  and  his  only  desire  was,  that  they~ 
should  be  co.ifined  to  the  limits  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  1824.  His  objection  was  to  the  employment  of 
the  corps  of  United  Sutes*  Engineers  for  objects  en- 
tirely local.  Such  he  considered  the  Rail  Road  in  Ma- 
ryland, which  ran  from  point  to  point  in  that  State.  He 
was,  as  he  had  3resterday  declared,  willing  that  the 
States  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  science  of  the  corps; 
but  the  extra  expense  ought  to  he  defrayed  by  the 
States  in  all  such  cases.  The  gentleman  from  Louinanit, 
and  himself,  perfectly  agreed  as  to  the  difficulty  of  decid- 
ing whether  an  object  was  national  or  not  t  and  they 
also  agreed  in  thinking  that  Congress  ought  to  dedde 
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the  i|uestion.  Th« power <^ surveying  a  roa<l,  Mr.  McL. 
eoiKftered  to  be  derived  from  the  power  of  making 
it  t  therefore,  he  did  not  think  it  the  proper  course  to 
MuCh  the  whole  country  tor  national  objects  by  means 
of  lUPveys,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  tlie  n^atter, 
but  to  elucidate  the  practicability  of  the  plana  previously 
deBignated.  As  far  aa  the  law  of  18)4  went,  he  was 
willing  to  go.  But  he  could  not  believe  that  it  was  even 
contemplated  by  that  law,  that  a  member  of  Congress, 
on  his  nncre  motion,  should  cause  a  survey  to  be  mkde, 
whetlker  of  a  national  or  local  object  In  making  such 
surveys,  he  was  fully  satisfied  that  the  act  of  "24  had  been 
departed  from. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  replied,  at  considera- 
ble length,  and  combated  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Mr.  Mc  L^HB,  as  to  the  local  value  certam  objects, 
particidarly  the  Bail  Road  in  MaryUnd.  He  thought  it 
a  strange  propontlon*  that  the  United  States  should  hire 
out  their  Engineers  to  the  States.  He  could  not  com- 
prehend  the  distinction  drawn  by  Mr.  McL.  between  lo- 
cal and  national  works  ;  and  considered  it  not  altogether 
a  good  argument,  that,  although  the  United  States 
could  not  survey  a  road  whicli  they  had  no  right  to  make, 
the  corps  of  Kngineets  could  be  detailed  to  survey 
rosdt  fw  tiie  States  of  an  entirely  local  ohatacter.  The 
power  of  surveying*  although  derived  from  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  roads,  was  nevertheless  exerted 
of  necessity  previous  to  their  consiniction,  and  eveu 
before  a  dceision  in  &vur  of  their  construction.  It  was 
by  no  means  certain  tltat  surveys  were  to  be  followed 
up  by  appropriations*  It  was  neither  pruper  nor  useful 
that  Coi^ress  should  take  from  tbe  Secretary  uf  War 
the  direction  of  the  surveys  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. Each  Department  ought  to  move  in  its  own  pro- 
per sphere  ;  and  while  scientific  men  were  employed  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  knowledge  for  framing  an  cfTec- 
tiial  system  of  defence,  Congress  ought  not  to  thwart 
their  plans.  He  was  averse  to  the  plan  of  allowing  all 
the  minor  works  to  be  delayed  until  tlie  fjreater  ones 
were  finished,  as  it  would  keep  those  Stated  in  which 
only  subordinate  improvements  were  necessary,  in  the 
back  ground  (or  a  series  of  years.  The  money  expend- 
ed forthMe  objects  ouglit  to  be  ili&tributed  as  equally  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  wonldnlluw.  As  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  ot  War,  he  believed  that  he  liad 
acted  witli  pri^riety,  and  that  the  discretion  liad  better 
femain  in  his  huida. 

Mr.  HATNE  next  rose,  and  went  at  luge  into  argu- 
menttn  favor  of  the  amendment,  bestowing  much  cen- 
sure on  the  manner  in  which  the  discretion  of  the  Se- 
cretary <^  War  had  been  exercised  in  pointing  out  ob- 
jeots  for  survey.  He  haJ  formerly  been  in  &vor  of  tbe  act 
of  1834,  and  lie  had  learnt  a  lesson  in  legislation,  which 
he  sliould  carry  to  his  grave.  He  was  not  then  aware 
tbat  the  most  important  question  in  passing  a  law,  was 
not  "  what  its  benefits  would  be,  but  to  what  extent  its 
provisions  might  be  abused."  He  was  not  then  aware 
that  the  consideration  in  granting  power  to  a  public  of- 
ficer, was  not  what  the  effect  of  its  legitimate  exercise 
would  be,  but  to  wliat  extent  it  might  be  transcended, 
and  misapplied.  He  then  weitt  into  a  consideration 
the  extent  to  which  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
niake  internal  improrements,  had  been  declared  by  the 
act  «f  1824,  and  maintuned,  that,  instead  'of  adhering 
to  the  works  designated  by  that  law,  objects  of  every 
description  b»l  been  surveyed.  He  recollected  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  act,  only  a  few  great 
national  objects  were  designated.  But  the  system, 
instead  of  being  confined  to  those  boumK  had  been  ex- 
"tended  to  innumerable  surveys  In  every  part  of  tbe 
coaotryt  of  obiecU,  whether  mUonal  or  local,  mhI  pto- 
roiwd  to  beoome  intermiotble.  Erery  road,  eretjr  canal, 
was  nid  to  be  utlomL  Slxly-iiioe  bave  dreadjr  been 


commenced,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  liad  reported 
thirty-eight  more-  For  all  this  the  Engineer  Corps  was 
incompetent !  as  be  had  been  informed  :by  a  gentleman 
attached  to  it,  that  the  <sHnpIetion  of  the  mrveys  rf. 
ready  commenced  are  sufficient  to  occupy  the  present 
corps,  and  that  other  work^  could  not  be  begun,  with 
out  an  increase  of  the  number  of  tbe  corps.  Hf  saw 
no  object  in  ^oing  on  tn  this  manner,  but  one,  and  that 
was  to  commit  the  countiy  continually  in  new  and  un- 
finished [jrojects.  Thus,  from  year  to  year,  the  oountiy 
would  be  ui  tbe  same  situation,  and  at  the  end  of  ten 
years,  tliey  woulil  be  no  nearer  the  end  of  the  system 
than  at  present,  after  having  surveyed  the  whole  fiice 
of  the  country.  The  effect  of  this  system,  he  declared, 
would  be  to  raise  false  hopes,  and  paralyze  the  exer- 
tions of  the  States  themselves,  In  projacting  and  canying 
on  local  improvements. 

Mr.  McLANt:,  in  fUrther  repljr  to  Mr.  JOHNSTON, 
said,  that  he  did  not^propoae  to  hire  the  Engineer  Corps 
of  ttie  United  States  to  the  States.  He  merely  prop». 
ed,  that,  when  they  wciC  not  otherwise  occupied,  their 
services  miglit  be  employed  for  local  objcctr  in  the  se- 
veral  States,  and  that  then  their  extra  expences  iliouKl 
be  deftured  by  the  States.  It  was  not  a  new  idea  with 
him.  The  same  course  had  formerly  been  practised, 
and  the  departure  from  it,  in  Ute  years,  was  the  cause  of 
the  torrent  of  complaint  that  had  been  brought  against 
internal  improvement.  In  reply  to  some  other  remaib 
of  Mr.  JoHiTSTOir,  he  observed,  that  no  great  system  of 
internal  improvement  had  been  reported  to  Congress. 
The  Secretary  of  War  had  departed  entirely  from  the 
object  of  the  law  of  '24  ;  and  it  was  the  design  of  tbe 
Committee,  in  reporting  the  ameiulment,  to  eonfine 
the  power  uf  the  Secretary  within  the  provisions  of  the 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  rejoir.ed  He  co'ild 
not  perceive  how,  (Mr.  J.  observed,)  if  the  United  States 
could  survey  no  wi>rka  but  such  as  ttiey  could  go  on  with 
and  complete,  they  could  employ  their  Engineers  in  the 
service  of  the  States,  Such  had  been  his  meaning  ia 
his  previous  remarks.  He  replied  to  the  ohservationi 
of  Mr.  Hxzyt.  It  was  a  comi^aint  that  the  system 
had  been  carried  on  irregularly.  It  was  true  \  but  the 
reason  was,  that  the  friends  of  the  system  could  not  do 
otherwise.  The  opponents  of  tbe  system  prevented 
them.  He  thought  the  ^ntWman  from  South  Csrolina 
defined  too  narrowly  the  powers  granted  by  the  bill ; 
and  observed,  that  the  pewer  given  to  the  Secretary  uf 
War  to  cause  surveys  to  be  made  for  the  defence  oftlie 
country,  was  a  most  vague  and  general  power,  and  that 
the  dependence  must  always  be  upon  Congress  to  exer- 
cise its  wisdom  and  discretion,  in  deciding  upon  whit 
course  was  right.  He  had  a  list  of  six  surveys  of  im- 
provements ofa  national  character,  made  before  the  pu- 
sage  of  the  act  of  '34,  which  had  been  done  under  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  tbe  countt)'.  A 
thousand  difiicuities  were  in  the  way  of)  Ihissj'stem.  And 
it  was  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  that  it  couU 
go  OD  any  better  than  it  had.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  adopted,  and  more«l  tiiat  the  question  he 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  followtng  vote 
was  given: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickei-son,  Eaton,  EUis.  Foot,  Hayne,  McKinlcy,  Mc- 
Lane,  Macon,  Parris,  Howan,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White.  Wood- 
bury.—21. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Darton,  Dateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ky. 
Johnston,  of  La.  Kane,  Knight,  Marks,  Kobbms,  Bug- 
gies Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.  Tbomai,  Web* 
sieiv  Willey.— SI. 
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Graduaiion  of  the  Public  Landt. 


CSENATB. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT  rose,  and  said  :  The  Chair 
vutra  in  the  affirmative.  The  Chair  hasnoduubt  if  the 
«ystem  is  not  confined  to  th«  proviaiona  of  the  law  of 
1824,  it  and  ought  to  run  duwn.  He  then  observ- 
ed that  this  VMS  no  new  opinion— that  when  the  law  was 
framed,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Department' of  War, 
and  Inul  made  a  report  upon  the  subject ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  s  remark  which  waa  not  clearly  underatood  by  our 
Reporter,  In  which  a  meaaage  of  the  Preudent  vf  the 
United  States  wu  mentioned. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

ISRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  \irice  of  public  lands  waa  then 
taken  up,  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  BARTON  beins 
still  under  eonaideration. 

Mr.  BENTON  again  took  the  Aoor,  and  eunchided  bis 
retnarka. 

[Here  follows  the  apeecb  of  Mr.  B.  in  a  connected 
forai;] 

Mr.  BRNTON  began  with  saying  that  he  had  meditat- 
ed the  subject  matter  of  this  bill  for  eight  years,  and 
had  been  at  werk  upon  it  for  four  years.  He  had  began 
to  think  fff  it  in  the  year  1830,  when  he  waa  a  private 
chizen  in  Missouri  ;  and  had  began  to  give  it  furm  and 
effect  as  a  legislative  measure  in  the  Spring  of  1834, 
when  he  asked  and  obtained  leave  from  the  Senate  to  in- 
ttoduce  his  6rst  bill  for  reducing  the  price  of  the  public 
land*.  Ttiat  bill  had  been  brought  in,  and  with  some 
modifications  had  been  annually  renewed  ever  since.  It 
had  been  discussed  on  several  occasions  but  never  press- 
ed to  a  final  vote,  because  he  knew  that»  on  a  subject 
«f  so  much  magnitude,  time  must  be  allowed  for  public 
opinion  to  deveiope  itself,  and  for  the  minds  of  Senators 
to  eon^der  what  ou^t  to  be  done.  That  time  had  been 
allowed.  Four  years  had  elapsed  since  he  first  brought  in 
his  bill,  and  two  since  he  had  mado  a  full  exposition  of 
Its  merits  to  the  Senate.  Public  opinion  had  developed 
Itself,  at  least  in  the  West,  from  which  numerous  memo- 
Mils  and  petitions  had  been  received  in  favor  of  the 
bill  4  and  tlie  minds  of  Senators  were  ready  to  procaeJ 
mjm  consideration  to  judgment,  as  the  votes  and 
speeches  of  several  will  prove,  who  were  at  first  doubt- 
ful of  the  merlti  of  the  bill.  And  who  are,  now  ready  to 
declare  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  B.  then  stated  the  objects  of  his  bill  lo  be,  first 
to  benefit  the  public  treasury'  by  accelerating  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands;  and,  next,  to  benefit  the  new  States 
by  procuring  fur  them,  within  some  reasonable  time,  the 
tlfc  of  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  purposes  of 
Mltleroeut,  taxation,  and  general  jurisdictian.  The  sales, 
he  said,  were  too  slow  at  present,  to  answer  these  pur- 
poses. They  scarcely  advanced  at  all,  and  ceriuinly 
jnade  no  sensible  impression  on  the  mass  of  th«  public 
»nda.  The  Federal  Government  held  260  millions  of 
■CTcsin  the  States  and  Territories,to  which  the  Indian  title 
had  been  extinguished  i  about  50  millions  more  to  which 
>t  had  not  been  extinguished  t  about  90  millions  on  the 
^pi^er  Mississippi,  between  the  Sute  of  UliniMs and  Lake 
Superior,  and  about  700  millions  west  of  the  Mississippi 
>nd  east  of  the  Kocky  Mountains  f  making  1,100  milli. 
*n»  of  acres  of  undisputed  public  domain,  exclusive  of 
our  territorial  claims  and  possessions  in  the  valley  of  the 
Cokimbia  river  and  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Of 
JIui  immense  mass  no  more  than  30  milliena  of  acrea  have 
been  sold  by  the  Federal  Government  in  a  period  of  40 
^if""  '  *^  minions  of  purchase  money  paid  into 

the  Treasury:  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  $2,165,000 
for  the  expense  of  surveying  (  $  1,155,000  for  the  ex- 
penses of  seUing  {  *  35,000  per  annum  for  expenses  of 
If*  9*"*™1  Office  1  #3,392,000  for  the  expense  of 
hoMing  Indiaa  treaties  for  the  extinction  of  Indian  titles  i 
«wl  annuities,  chiefly  permancDt,  amounting  at  present 
Veb  IV— 39. 


to  about  9340,000  per  annum.  The  gainto  theTreaan* 
ry  would  be  but  little  from  such  sates  i  and  aa  to  tbe  nev 
States  and  Territories,  a  simple  question  in  the  Rule  of 
Three  would  show  that  it  would  take  520  years  to  ex- 
tinguish  tho  Federal  title  within  their  limits,  at  the  rate 
the  sales  had  been  going  on  fbr  the  forty  years  past,  and 
about  2000  years  more  to  complete  the  sales  to  the  head 
of  the  Mississippi  and  to  the  foot  of  tbe  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. Having  stated  these  results,  Mr.  B.  suggested  to 
the  Senate  tint  530  yean  was  rather  too  long  a  period 
for  the  new  States  to  remain  without  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cultivating  the  lands  within  their  limit!  i  TBp 
ther  too  long  for  the  public  debt  to  remain  unpud,  and 
for  the  peot^e  of  the  old  Statss  to  continue  to  i^ie  mo- 
ney f^m  other  sources  to  pay  ita  annual  interesL 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  tbe  bill,  and  stated  the  nature  of 
its  several  povisions.  He  said  that  it  consisted  of  four 
distinct  clauses,  comprised  in  five  sections  j  and  that  each 
clause  presented  a  separate  question  fur  the  considera- 
tion and  decision  of  the  Senate.  The  first  clause  applied 
the  graduation  principle  to  the  Unds  which  had  been 
heretofore  offered  at  public  sale,  and  renuuned  unsold  at 
the  minimum  price  trf  $  1  35  per  acre  i  the  second  clause 
applied  the  same  principle  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  come 
into  market  i  the  third  clause  proposed  donations  of 
small  tracts  to  actual  settlers  ;  and  the  fourth  made  pro- 
vision for  the  cession  of  the  refuse  lands  to  the  Stales  in 
which  they  lie,  for  the  promotion  of  tbe  great  cause  of 
education  and  Internal  Improvement. 

Having  stated  the  nature  of  the  different  cUusesin  his 
bill,  Mr  B.  went  on  to  exanune  these  clauses  in  the  or- 
der in  which  Ihey  stood,  and  lo  show  their  practical 
c-fl>ict  upon  the  public  lands  and  the  public  Treaaury. 
For  this  purpose  he  took  up  the  first  cUuse,  which  ap- 
plied the  graduation  principle  to  the  lands  now  in  marked 
and  said  that  the  proper  decision  of  it  required  a  know- 
ledge, first,  of  tbe  qiianti^,  and,  secondly,  of  the  quality 
of  tlie  lands,  to  which  it  would  apply.  As  the  autlior  of 
the  bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the  Senate 
full  and  correct  information  upon  those  iwints,  and  he 
should  do  so  with  all  the  brevity  and  precision  which  the 
magnitude  of  the  subject  would  admit  of.  He  had  been 
collecting  this  infomHttion  for  many  years,  and  without 
pretemling  to  the  minute  accurate  of  a  clerk  stating  an 
account,  he  would  confine  hiouelf  to  round  numbers,  and 
assure  the  Senate  that  his  statements  would  be  found  to 
be  sufficiently  correct  and  particular  for  all  the  pnetioal 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  the  legislator. 

On  the  first  point,  he  woukl  say,  that  the  number  of 
acres  on  which  the  first  clause  of  his  bill  would  q>eiate, 
was  about  80  million^  and  he  Terifled  this  statement  by 
showing  from  printed  documents  and  manuscript  memo- 
randums, taken  from  the  General  land  Office,  tliat  tho 
quantity  of  public  land  surveyed,  was  140  millions  of 
acres;  the  quantity  sold  was  30  millions i  the  quantity 
given  away,  reserved  from  sale,  or  not  brought  into  mar- 
ket, was  40  millions  {  leaving  the  aforesaid  (^uanli^  of  80 
milliwis  of  acres  for  the  application  uf  the  farst  clause  in 
bis  bill .  So  much  for  the  quantity.  On  the  second  poin^ 
Mr.  B.  would  say,  that  he  had  a  great  deal  uf  personal 
knowledge  of  the  quality  of  these  lands.  They  lay  in 
seven  States  and  three  Territories  t  »nd  of  each  of  thes^ 
except  one  Ferrilory,  that  of  Hichi|pin,  he  had  a  perso- 
nal knowledge  from  travelling  and  visits  j  and  although 
the  soil  of  the  whole  of  them  might  be  characterized  aa 
rich,  yet,  aa  the  Attest  animal  must  have  bones  and  vtM, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  the  richest  country  must  have  it* 
rocks,  and  hills,  and  sterile  spots.  This  was  essentially 
true  of  the  States  and  Territories  which  eonuined  tho 
public  lands  i  and  of  the  relative  proportions  of  good 
and  bad,  those  to  ^e  South  possessed  much  the  latest 
alloy  of  bad.  In  every  State  and  Territory  these  land* 
had  been  picked  i  in  the  Corks  of  the  Ohio  and  Hts^ 
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■ippi,  cluefly  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
in  the  others,  for  a  long  time,  under  the  bountiful  dlapen- 
tations  of  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  became  sub- 
ject to  the  more  rigorous  system  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  eighty  millions  unsold  was  the  residuum  of 
repeated  pickings  and  cullings,  by  sales  and  donations, 
for  periods  of  ten,  fifty,  and  an  liundred  years,  under 
four  different  sovereignties,  and  might  be  assumed  to  be 
at  least  one  half  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  worth  nathing 
at  all,  and  the  other  half  alloyed  in  all  aswgnable  propor- 
tions with  mixtures  of  bad  land,  and  hardly  worth  an  av- 
erage of  forty  or  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Having  made  this  eenera)  statement,  which  he  treated 


'ritories.  Passing  over  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  which 
the  Federal  Government  held  a  residuary  and  contingent 
interest  in  some  lands  derived  from  North  Carolina,  and 
wbidi  he  conceived  to  be  of  too  little  value  to  justify  the 
expense  of  setting  *ip  the  official  mschinery  which  it 
would  require  to  survey  and  sell  it,  and  which  ought  to 
be  ceded  at  once  to  the  State  for  the  improvement  of  iU 
roads  and  rivers,  he  would  proceed  to  the  States  in  which 
his  bill  would  find  sn  ample  and  appropriate  field  for  the 
operation  its  respective  clauses.  At  the  head  of  these 
States  he  would  place  Louinana,  contrary  to  the  receiv* 

.  ed  opinion  which  assigned  that  station  to  Ohio.  Louisi- 
ana, in  point  of  early  and  considerable  settlement,  was 
one  of  the  oldest  States  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi ; 
and,  in  point  of  territorial  alienations,  was  certainly  the 
State  most  eompletehr  dispossessed  of  its  good  lands, 
and,  therefore,  most  npe  and  ready  for  the  operation  of 
the  different  clauses^  and  especially  of  the  two  last 
clauses  of  the  Graduation  Bill.  It  had  been  settled 
above  an  hundred  years  ago,  and  the  slienations  of  its 
soil,  by  the  gratuitous  donations  of  tlie  Rings  of  France 
and  Spain,  amounted  to  five  millions  of  seres  before  its 
transfer  to  the  United  States.  Since  thatepoch,  no  more 
than  1 82,000  acres  bad  been  wM,  and  the  hare  statement 
of  this  ftct,  included  the  whole  argument  in  &vor  ef  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  selling  there.  Louisiana  was  ut. 
uate  m  the  soutliem  latitudes,  in  a  climate  adapted  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  rich  products  of  cotton,  MJgar,  rice, 
and  indigo.  Twenty-five  millions  of  acres  of  her  soil 
were  vacknt,  and  three  land  offices  were  in  operation  ; 
jrc^  in  a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  centuty,  no  more  land 
bad  been  disposed  of  than  the  pitiful  quantity  he  had 
nwncd*  The  inference  was  obvious  and  irresistible. 
The  valuable  lands  were  taken  under  the  former  govern- 
ments ;  the  remainder  is  not  worth  the  miuimum  price 
which  is  set  upon  it.  All  the  alluvion  groimds  upon  the 
margins  of  tJte  Mississippi,  the  Ked  Kiver,  the  WaahiU, 
and  their  i^oui/  the  best  of  the  uplands  in  Attakapas, 
Opelousast  and  back  of  Baton  Rouge,  are  held  in  private 
hands  {  and  the  vast  extent  of  pine  woods,  prairies,  and 
inundated  plainly  are  more  fit  for  donations — the  former 
to  herdsmen,  who  would  cover  them  with  cattle,  and  the 
latter  to  planters,  who  would  reclaim  them — ihan  to  any 
qrstem  A  sales  that  could  be  devised.  The  donation 
and  the  eesrion  eUufes  of  the  bill  were  pccuUariy  desi- 
rable to  Louisiana.  She  had  applied  for  them  through 
her  LegtsUture.  Her  Senators  on  this  floor  (Messrs. 
JeasBToa  and  Bocuskx,)  seconded  her  wishes.  To  re- 
fiisc  her  request,  would  be  to  make  light  of  the  prayers 
of  a  sovereign  State,  and  to  doom  the  most  exposed  point 
in  the  Union  to  remain  longest  without  an  adequate  po> 
pulatton  to  austiun  and  defend  iL 

The  State  of  Ohio  was  second  to  Louisiana  in  the  list 
of  States  most  ripe  and  ready  for  the  operation  of  tlie 
Graduation  BtlL  She  had  seven  nuUions  of  acres  to  be 
disposed  of  under  it,  out  of  fifteen  ouUions  which  the 
Federal  GoremmeDt  once  owned  within  her  limits.  The 


quality  of  these  seven  millions  comprehended  all  the  **• 
neties  of  second  and  third  rate  lands,  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  what  was  unfit  for  cultivation.  Tbev.werc  tfie 
refuse  of  above  forty  ^ears  of  aalei^  made  first  at  one 
dollar  per  acre,  in  certificates  of  the  public  debtt  after- 
wards, at  two  dollars  per  acre,  under  the  credit  system  t 
and,  since  1820,  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
for  ready  money.  Several  millions  of  these  seven  nagfat 
be  sold  in  four  years  at  Ibe  difTerent  prices  fixed  in  tite 
bilL  The  balance,  comprehending  all  that  would  not 
command  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  would  fall  to  indi- 
viduals under  the  donation  clause  or  to  the  State,  under 
the  cession  clause  ;  atw)  by  the  State  Legislataret  mlh 
its  intimate  knowledge  of  localities  an  J  near  superin- 
tendence, might  be  trade  available,  in  no  incoostderaUe 
degree,  in  promoting  the  grrat  cause  of  educatioo  and 
internal  improvement. 

Alabama  was  the  third  State  to  which  Mr.  B.  adverted. 
Her  superficial  content  wn  thirty^hree  miUioM  of 
seres  t  of  which  the  Indians  held  eleven  millia%  the 
Federal  Government  about  eighteen  imUions,  and  Smfi- 
viduals  about  three  and  a  quarter  millions.  The  quan- 
tity to  be  affected  by  this  bill  was  about  fourteen  mil&oBst 
of  which  he  would  say  that  much  the  largest  portion  wis 
unfit  for  cultivation,  llie  good  land  of  the  State  &sr  on 
the  margins  of  the  rivers,  or  in  bodies  which  bad  ctaeAy 
been  sold ;  the  unsold  part  consisted  of  pine  wood^ 
worth  but  little.  The  graduation  clause  cf  the  ImN 
would  nut  have  a  very  extensive  operation  in  this  State. 
Her  soil  changed  suddenly  from  good  to  bad.  The  tidi* 
est  snd  the  poorest  were  often  in  contact.  The  interme- 
diate qualities  of  second  and  third  rales,  were  not  in 

Srop«nlion  to  the  two  extremes  of  best  and  w«nL  Ttic 
onation  and  cesnon  clauses  would  be  necessary  to  fi«e 
tiiat  State  from  vacant  land,  and  bring  all  her  soil  under 
the  dominion  of  private  owners.  Mr.  B.  then  referred 
to  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  <^  Alabama,  praying 
for  the  passage  <rf  the  Graduation  Bill,  commenting  upoa 
the  deference  which  was  due  to  her  request*  and  making 
his  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  his  name  bad  bcea 
mentioned  in  the  memorial. 

The  State  of  Hissiswppi  claimed  his  next  attention. 
This  State,  he  said,  was  almost  ciitiiely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Indians  and  the  federal  Government,  and  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  decide  which  of  the  two  opposed  the  grentes: 
bar  to  her  prosperity.  Only  one  million  and  three-qimrters 
had  been  sold  by  the  Federal  Government  out  or  thii^ 
millions  of  acres  which  the  State  enttaioed ;  and  out  of 
nine  millions  which  had  been  surveyed,  only  about  seven 
would  come  under  the  operation  of  this  bill.    Of  these 
seven  millions,  he  could  safely  say,  and  on  appealing  to 
one  of  her  Senators,  (Mr.  Wiuiiju,)  he  was  confirm- 
ed in  Ute  declaration,  tliat  more  than  half  of  it  was  unfit 
for  cultivation.   The  general  fitee  of  the  State  was  aob- 
ject  Ui  the  aame  description  which  be  had  given  of  Ala* 
bama,  and  he  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  repeti- 
tions where  a  reference  would  aiiawer.    He  would  bare> 
ly  stop  for  a  moment  in  his  rapid  view  of  the  condition 
of  the  new  States,  to  say  that  the  fate  of  Misnssippi  had 
been  peculiarly  hard.    She  comprehended  witum  her 
limits  the  most  aneieat  of  the  European  settlements  -on 
the  gulf  fronti^  of  the  United  State^the  Btlox>— 
which  was  settled  by  the  French  in  1680.    Her  chief 
town,  Natchez,  became  the  residence  of  a  white  popolm- 
tion  above  an  hundred  years  ago.   In  1783,  the  chief 
part  of  her  territory  became  anikexed  to  the  Union  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.    In  1798^  ahe 
wM  formed  into  a  Territory,  and  in  181T  encted  into  « 
State.    Such  are  the  dates  of  her  dvil  and  puliticat  ex- 
istence I  yet  at  this  late  day,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century 
and  a  half  fh>m  her  first  settlement,  nearly  half  a  century 
fixim  tite  inctnporation  of  her  soil  with  the  Union,  Uisrty 
yean  from  the  time  of  h»  erection  into  that  primary  po 
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liticd  Hate  called  a  Territory,  and  eteven  yean  after  her 
devation  to  the  rank  of  a  aovereign  State,  and  wiUi  a 
tana  and  magYtitude  and  natural  advantages  to  rank  with 
the  great  States,  ^e  still  remains^  in  the  political  scale, 
amow  the  amallest,  and,  what  was  worae,  seemed  there 
moM  likely  to  remain.  The  Indians  held  half  her  land, 
and  the  best  half,  and  lefiiaed  to  sell  tt  t  the  Federal  Go- 
vefMBent  held  nearly  the  whole  of  the  remaining  half  ; 
and  while  pretending  to  sell,  was,  in  reality,  lockmg  up 
the  lands  from  sate,  by  the  operation  of  an  arbitrary  mi- 
nimum, which  set  purchasers  and  bidders  at  absolute  de- 
fiance. The  donation  and  cesi>i..n  clauses  of  his  bill, 
presented  the  remcfties  of  which  this  State  stood  moat  in 
need. 

Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  b»  own  State,  Hissoari,  the  SUte 
of  bia  ad<]^on,  to  which  he  owed  faithful,  grateAi),  and 
devoted  services,  for  the  signal  honor  of  two  elections  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  first  eleven  years  of 
hia  residence  there.    She  needed  the  beneficent  opera- 
tioa  of  all  the  clauses  of  the  gruluation  bill,  as  the  sUte- 
nent  he  was  about  to  submit  would  pre-eminently  show. 
Her  topeificial  content  was  fiirty  tntUions  of  acres  t  her 
surreyed  lands  amounted  to  twenty-three  miinons,and  the 
»lea  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  one  million. 
The  quantity  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  would 
be  about  half  the  quantity  surv^ed,  the  remainder  hav- 
ing been  disposea  of  in  donations,  or  in  aati^action  of 
New  Uadrid  clsums,  or  military  bounties^  or  never  having 
beco  brought  into  market,  or  having  been  reaerved  from 
aale  on  account  of  private  claims,  or  on  suspicion  of  con- 
taiaing  lead,  or  iron  ore,  or  salt  water.    AU  these  appro- 
priations and  reaervationa  reduced  the  large  amount  of 
surveyed  lands  to  the  quantity  of  ten  or  eleven  milHona 
of  acres,  which  would  come  under  the  operation  of  his 
bill.  The  quality  and  actual  value  of  these  ten  or  eleven 
miffions  was  the  next  part  of  the  inquiry.    To  answer 
this  inqiury  with  full  and  entire  effect,  Hr.D.  said  it  was 
Deceasary  to  indulge  in  some  historical  recollections — to 
go  back  to  the  year  1764,  ^hen  Upper  Louisiana,  now 
constituting  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  a  province  of  the 
Spaiush  Itonarchy,  and  began  to  be  settled  by  emigrants 
fhn  lUincHs,  from  Canada,  and  from  Europe.  The  Span- 
iA  Government  then,  as  now,  was  a  perfect  despotism  t 
hut,  in  one  respect,  namely,  in  the  distribution  of  the 
crown  famds  among  the  king's  subjects,  was  truly  paren- 
tal. It  gave  to  whomsoever  would  take  i  and  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  effective  words  of  distribution  in 
the  ordinanoes  of  the  kings,  and  in  the  testamentanr  de- 
visea  of  parents^  wcve  always  the  same,  *■  repviir/*  and 
"rcfMrtontcn/of.*'   After  (he  year  1790,  these  parental 
^stributions  were  not  confined  to  Europeans  or  their  im- 
toediate  descendants.     Spain  conceived  the  idea  of 
strengthening  Upper  Louisiana,  and  settlers  fh>m  the 
Vnited  States  were  sdmitted  to  the  king's  bounty,  upon 
^e  liberal  terms  which  had  been  ei^oyed  by  his  old  aub- 
jeela.   Under  these  bountiful  da^wnsatiens  the  country 
had  become  extennvely  settled,  and  ita  chdce  Unds  wide- 
ly appropriated,  before  the  province  changed  masters  in 
1803,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  United  SUtes. 
Tbe  counties  of  New  Madrid,  Cape  Girardeau,  Ste.  Ge- 
TCvUve,  St.  Louis,  and  St  Charles,  each  as  large  as  the 
twdfate  States  of  thia  Union,  possesaed  a  population 
and  intelligence,  which  enabled  them 
to  sostun  the  oi^^zation  of  our  judicial  system,  and  all 
the  regulations  of  county  government,  tbe  insUnt  the 
change  of  sovereignty  took  effect.   The  settlements  ex- 
tended (br  above  300  miles  from  north  to  south,  from  be- 
low New  Madrid  to  above  St.  Charles.    The  grants  and 
concewioos  of  Und  extended  atill  further  i  they  reached 
«*  into  the  BoonsUck  country,  and  north  into  the  Salt 
lover  conntiy,  esdi  abore  an  hundred  miles  from  the  li- 
nts of  tbe  settlements.   These  concessions  were  choice 
NwetHMS  BHde  at  the  wtU  of  the  gnmCee,  and  located 


acEording  to  his  pleasure.  They  amounted-to  near  three 
millions  of  arpens  t  of  which  about  one  million  had  been 
confirmed  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  being  reserved  from  sale  by  a  law  of  Congress 
of  1811,  will  not  be  subject  to  be  disposed  of  under  an^ 
clause  of  this  bill.  From  this  statement,  Mr.  B.  said  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  countty  had  been  extennvely 
picked  of  its  good  lands  before  tt  came  into  the  banda  M 
the  United  Sutes — that  the  cream  had  been  taken  off, 
and  it  was  a  dish  of  skimmed  milk  when  the  Federal  Go« 
vemment  sat  down  to  it  (  and,  since  that  time,  it  had  been 
picked  again  by  sales,  by  pre-emption  rights,  by  New 
Madrid  claims,  by  donations,  by  reservations,  and  by  mili- 
taiy  bounties,  until  what  was  left  unsold  at  9 1  25  per 
acre,  was  essentially  a  ref^  t  comprehending  much  that 
was  unfit  for  cultivation,  much  that  was  second  and  third 
rate,  and  periiaps  not  a  single  c^uarter  section  thai  could 
be  deemed  first  rate.  At  a  minimum  of  9 1  35  per  acre, 
the  sale  of  such  lands  could  not  be  accomplished  in  agea 
and  centuries  to  come  at  graduated  prices,  as  reeulated 
in  the  bill,  several  millions  of  acres  would  be  sola  in  five 
years  t  the  Federal  Tressury  would  g;et  its  real  value  t 
the  People  would  have  it  for  cultivation,  the  State  for 
taxation  ;  timber  would  be  saved,  instead  of  being  de- 
Btrt^ed  ;  many  poor  families  would  be  furmsbed  with 
homes,  and  w<mld  love  and  cherish  the  Government 
whose  bounty  they  enjoyed ;  and  what  would  not  sell 
for  35  cents  per  acre,  could  be  made  available  by  die 
State  Legislature,  for  the  meritorious  objects  of  improv- 
ing the  minds  of  the  People  and  the  face  of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  when  he  brought  in  his  bill  in  1834, 
the  LegisUture  of  Missouri  had  sent  in  a  memorial  pray- 
ing for  its  passage  i  and  at  the  present  sesnon  he  bad 
pretented^etitions  for  the  same  purpose,  signed  by  up. 
wards  of  four  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  State.  Of  the 
character  which  had  been  given  nn  this  floor  of  the  ngn* 
erb  of  these  petitions,  he  would  say  that  it  was  as  unjust 
in  fact  as  it  was  ungenerous  in  manner  t  that  the  petition- 
ers were  persons  of  respect^ility  i  and  that,  if  be  had 
time  to  read  over  tlie  namea,  the  Senators  firom  all  the 
middle  SUtes,  and  especially  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee^ 
and  OhiOk  would  recognize  many  of  their  conn«don%  and 
many  of  their  oldest  and  most  esteemed  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. 

Tbe  State  of  fltinoia  next  claimed  the  attention  of  Hr. 
B.  He  said  bar  superficial  content  was  forty  millions 
acres,  of  which  twenty-seven  millions  had  been  surveyed, 
and  about  one  million  and  a  quarter  sold.  The  quanti^ 
subject  to  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  not  exceed 
thirteen  or  fourteen  imllions  of  acres,  as  much  of  whst 
had  been  surveyed  bad  not  been  brought  into  market,  or 
had  been  destined  fbr  military  bounties.  The  quality  of 
these  thirteen  or  fourteen  nnUions  was  such  as  might  be 
expected  fVom  the  picking  to  which  the  State  had  been 
subjected  in  sales  and  pre-emption  rights  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  Stetes  and  in  donations  or  concearions  under 
the  French  Govanment.  One^ird  or  onr^f  might 
beset  down  as  unfit  fbr  cultivation,  on  account  of  tbe 
number  and  extent  of  the  prairies.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  had  applied,  in  memorials,  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  had  mentioned  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  name  in  a  man. 
ner  which  commanded  his  public  acknowledgments  and 
best  ezwtions  to  accomplish  her  wiidiea :  a  task  in  which 
he  was  efPraently  aided  by  her  Senator,  [Hr.  Kaxs]  who 
had  spoken  for  the  bill  with  so  much  abill^  in  this  Cham- 
ber, and  by  her  Representative,  [Mr.  Duxoas]  who  had 
reported  for  it  with  so  much  strength  and  clearness  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representativea. 

The  SUte  of  Indiana  was  the  SUte,  of  all  others,  which 
had  applied  most  frequently  to  Congress  upon  the  subject 
ofthe  public  Iands,sndwa4pnibabl>,tbe  State  to  bcabortt 
all  othen,  most  extendvely  benefited  by  the  paasBce  of  the 
gndiwtion  bill,  on  account  of  the  ndxednstore  of  hisoil 
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utd  the  number  of  poor  &milieB  who  move  into  it  from  tlie 
neighboring  BlBve-lioldinfr  States.  Her  Senators  [Messrs. 
NoBu  and  HaifDKJsKs]  had  represented  her  wishes,  and 
left  but  little  for  bim  (Hr.  BO  to  say.  The  superficial 
content  of  the  State  was  twenty-two  millions  of  acres  \  of 
which  the  Indiana  held  Ax  millions,  the  inhabitants  three 
and  a  quarter  millions,  and  the  Federal  Government  t)ie 
remunder.  About  sixteen  millions  had  been  surveyed  ; 
of  which  about  ten  millions  would  come  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill.  The  quality  of  these  ten  millions  vas 
suchf  that  about  one-third  might  be  considered  as  unfit 
tat  cultivation  (  the  rest  principally  reduced  to  second 
•nd  third  rate  tracts,  by  the  pickings  it  had  undergone 
under  the  Ftench  Government,  from  1680  to  ir63t  under 
the  British,  from  that  time  till  1783 ;  and  unce,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Land  Offices  had  been  esta- 
blished at  Jefiersonville  and  Vincennes  since  the  year 
1804.  Sales  had  become  dow  and  inconuderable  in  the 
oltl  districts ;  emigrants  putting  on  to  the  new  ones, 
where  they  could  get  first  choices  of  land  for  the  same 
price  they  would  liave  to  ipve  for  the  refuse  tracts  in  old 
districts.  Still  these  old  diatncts  contained  much  desira- 
ble land  which  old  settlers  and  new  comers  would  be  glad 
to  buy  fur  what  it  was  worth.  The  donation  and  cession 
clauses  would  operate  well  in  this  State,  where  many 
poor  families  would  reewre  with  gratitude  the  bounty  of 
the  Government^  and  where  the  unsaleable  lands,  which 
would  not  command  twenty<five  cents  per  acre,  would 
be  made  useful  by  the  State  Legislature  in  suppM'ting 
schools,  opening  roads,  improving  rivers,  and  completing 
the  connexions  with  the  lakes  which  nature  herself  had 
began  and  almost  finished. 

The  three  Territories  claimed  a  brief  notice  from  Mr.  B. 
Arkansas,  which  had  applied  by  memorial  for  the  paiisage 
of  the  graduation  bill,  bad  done  the  author  of  it  the  honor 
to  mention  his  name,  for  which  he  returned  his  public 
thanks,  bad  but  absut  six  millions  of  acres,  out  of  nearly 
forty  millions,  subject  lo  its  operation.  Only  fifty-four 
thousand  acres  had  been  sold  there  under  the  kws  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  tweiily-fire  yetfa  which  the  Terri- 
tory bad  been  a  part  of  the  Union.  Florida^  which  had 
tlao  applied  by  memorial,  had  but  one  and  a  half  millions 
of  acrea  subject  to  the  bill.  lier  sales  amounted  to  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  acres  in  the  three  years  that  the 
Land  Offices  bad  been  opened.  Michigan  had  but  four 
and  a  quarter  millions  of  acres  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  bill,  vttii  had  sirfd  but  three  hundred  and  serenty<five 
wsrcs  under  Uie  lam  of  the  United  States,  in  the  verj- 
long  period  that  she  had  belonged  to  the  Federal  Go- 
Tuwnent.  All  three  of  these  Territories  bad  been  pick- 
ed under  former  sovereignties,  and  contained  large  por- 
tions of  land  unfit  for  cultivation — Florida  and  Arkansas 
especially  t  in  both  of  which  the  extensive  pine  woods, 
oonqnon  to  the  South,  widely  prevailed. 
Hftving  gone  through  this  detailed  statement,  to  sustain 


the  P«ople  of  the  United  SUtps  by  the  Federal  Govcm- 
aaeot,  and  of  which  260  millions,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
tiat  been  extinguisbed,  besides  50  millions  more  to  wliich 
k  has  not,  lies  in  seven  States  and  three  territorie^it 
H  now  msde  manifest,  «r,  by  official  documents  and  in* 
•ontrovertible  statements,  that  out  of  this  immense  do- 
midn,  the  first  clause  of  my  bill,  which  is  the  clause  now 
under  consideration^  will  only  apply  to  about  80  millions 
of  acres  %  that  of  this  80  milfious,  about  one-half  may  be 
thrown  out  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  the  other  half  set 
down  at  a  nwie  refiise— the  leavings  of  a  centuiy'a  sales 
tad  donations  under  tbe  laws  of  the  United  Slates  and  fo- 
ungn  sovereigns,  and  which  tite  Fedenl  Government  has 
becK  in  v«n  endeavoring  to  aell  at  its  rainiroiua  price  of 
1 1 3«  per  KM^  for  niMijr  yatn  put 


This  being  the  quantity,  and  such  the  qtwlity,  of  tlie 
land  to  whicn  the  first  section  of  my  bill  is  applicable,  let 
us  see  if  it  is  ti-ue,  as  has  been  asserted  on  this  floor,  that 
this  quantity  is  more  than  the  People  will  need  in  the 
four  years  that  the  bill  allows  for  its  sale,  and  whether 
the  value  of  it  is  greater  than  they  can  pay  in  that  time  * 
The  existing  population  in  the  Slates  and  Territories  in 
which  these  lands  lie,  u  about  two  milRuns  of  soubs  a"d  is 
daily  increasing  by  births  and  emigration,  at  a  rate  to 
double  their  numbers  in  a  very  sliort  period.  Many  vf  tbe 
present  inhabitants  are  without  land,and  would  be  glad  to 
get  at  it  equitable  rates  under  thisbiUi  many  of  the  freehold- 
ers would  want  more,  either  for  themselves  m  Uicar  child- 
ren, and  all  the  emigrants  would,  of  cmuve,  be  buyers  to 
the  extent  o!  their  means.  The  tjuantity  of  40  millions  of 
acres  apportioned  among  tiie  existing  population,  would 
give  20  acres  per  head,  and  the  same  quantity  divided 
among  the  increased  population  which  four  years  will  give, 
would  probably  diminim  the  distributive  proportions  to  15 
acn:8anead,whieb,allowinK6  souls  to  every  family,would 
make  90  acres  to  Uie  famify.   This  proportion  could  not 
be  conndered  excessive  in  new  countries,  where  men  of 
tolerable  property  count  their  lands  by  Itundreds  and  by 
thousands  of  acres.    With  respect  to  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney which  it  would  require  to  pay  for  it,  I  apprehend  that 
it  wcHild  not  exceed  in  number  nf  dollua  more  thasi  half 
tlie  number  of  acrea  sold,  aa  I  Aould  conrider  50  eentaao 
acre  a  hi^  average  for  such  inferior  and  refuse  ground ; 
and  as  the  donations  to  the  poor,  contemplated  b>  the 
third  clause,  would,  if  it  succeeds,  be  numerous^  and  in 
tbe  aggregate  considerable,  thougli  made  up  of  amsQ 
parcels;  it  would  follow  that  the  Muount  of  money  to  be 
raised  would  not  be  aliove  three  or  four  millions  of  do*- 
lan  per  annum,  or  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  now  paid 
annually  for  lands  \  an  amount  which  the  people  of  tbe 
fiew  States  could  readily  spare  by  increasing  their  exer- 
tions and  retrenching  other  expenses,  for  the  few  years 
which  the  operation  of  the  system  would  require.  And 
this  finishes,  Hr.  President,  the  exposition  which  I  Ind 
to  make  of  tlie  nature  and  effect  ^  the  first  chuue  of  njr 
biU. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  second  clauce,  contained  in 
the  second  section,  and  dismiss  it  with  a  brief  notice,  be- 
cause I  do  not  mean  to  struggle  fi>r  its  preservstiyn-  1 
mean  to  abandon  it,  not  because  1  think  it  tndefemble, 
but  because  it  is  objected  to  by  some  of  the  real  friend* 
6f  the  bill,  to  whose  vnshea  ami  judgment  it  ib  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  defier,  whenever  it  can  be  done  withoot 
injury  to  the  main  question.  This  second  clause  applies 
tlie  graduation  principle  to  the  public  lands  hereafter  to 
come  into  market ;  that  is  to  say,  to  tbewbidc  body  of 
the  lands.  It  is  objected  that  this  would  occasion  tbe 
Unds  to  be  disposed  of  too  rapidly  i  that  there  would  be 
neither  buyers  to  purchase,  nor  mon^  ^f*y  ^*  ""^ 
an  excessive  quantity.  But  there  is  no  foundation,  in 
my  opinion,  for  the  oluection.  TIte  bill  does  not  bring 
the  land  into  market  i  it  only  opeistes  upon  it  after  it  ia 
broaght  is,  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  President.  It 
will  depend  upon  his  discretion  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  It  now  depends  upon  it,  to  order  portions  of  dw 
Und,  from,  time  to  time,  to  be  exposed  to  sale.  U  wOl 
still  be  as  the  law  now  is.  The  President,  for  the  time 
being,  may  order  as  h>lle  into  market  as  he  pleases,  lie 
may  order  none  at  all.  He  may  stop  tlie  salc^  so  &r 
as  their  stoppage  depends  upon  the  issuing  of  bis  pro- 
clamations. It  would  be  an  abuse  to  bring  an  esccs- 
uve  and  inordinate  quantity  into  market  at  once  ;  ut 
abuse  wlueli  lias  iwt  yet  been  committed,  and  (tf  wbidi 
there  b  more  reason  lo  apprehend  tbe  teverae  than 
the  fact.  Still  some  of  tbe  real  friends  of  the  bill  are 
opposed  to  it,  especially  my  venerable  friend  firom  North 
Carolina  [Hr.  Biicos.]  He  and  aeveial  others  are  wil- 
to  take  the  first  section  m  m  eqicriineaft— to  make 
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trial  oT  the  graduating  principle  upon  the  refuse  lands  to 
which  that  section  is  applicable — and  if  it  succeeds  on 
this  trial,  it  can  aftcrwiirds  be  extended  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  public  lands.  Sir,  I  have  respact  for  their 
«islies,  and  deter  to  them  accordingly;  and,  so  far  as  my 
consent  is  concerned,  this  second  section  can  be  consider- 
ed as  struck  from  the  bill. 

Hie  third  and  fourtli  aections  of  the  bill  contain  the 
donation  clause,  which  proposes  to  give  a  half  quarter 
section  of  land,  after  it  has  fallen  to  25  cents  per  acre,  to 
any  acLtial  seltlcr  who  will  cuUivale  it  for  five  years,  I 
liave  an  objection  myself,  sir,  to  this  clituse,  which  I  stat- 
ed two  years  ag-:' — it  is  to  the  smallness  of  the  donatimi  t 
and  I  now  repeat  what  I  tlien  said,  that  1  trust  it  will  be 
doubled  by  the  votes  of  the  Senate. 

The  fiflh^  and  last  section,  contains  the  cession  clause, 
being  the  fourth  and  last  clause  in  the  bill,  which  pro- 
poaes  to  cede  to  tfie  States  in  whicti  they  lie,  all  ttie  re- 
fuse lands  w  hich  will  not  sell  for  25  cents,  after  being  of- 
fered for  one  year  at  that  price. 

1  luivc  now  finished,  Mr.  President,  the  exposition  of 
the  four  cUuseit  of  the  bill,  i  have  stated  the  case  ofthe 
new  States  and  Territories  which  pray  for  its  passage  ; 
not  skilfully  or  powerfully,  1  must  admit,  but  truly  and 
intelligibly,  as  I  hope  and  believe.  I  have  now  given  the 
(acts  to  the  Senate,  upon  which  their  judgments  are  re- 
quired tii  act.  I  have  shown  the  present  land  system  to 
be  inefficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  its  creation  ;  and  thia 
brings  us  lo  the  inquiry^  whetlicr  a  change  of  some  sort 
in  the  mode  of  selling  tiic  public  lands,  is  not  demanded 
by  the  interest  of  the  country  i  I  shall  maintain  the  af- 
firmative of  this  inquiry,  and  shall  undertake  to  show 
tlkat  a  change  is  demuTidvd,  and  such  a  change  as  my  bill 
contempliitts,  by  every  interest  that  is  party  lo  the  quest- 
tain,    1  will  show  that  tliis  change  is  due — 

1.  To  tbe  oM  SUtes  who  ceded  their  vacant  lands  to 
the  Fedetal  Government. 

2.  To  the  new  States  in  which  these  lands  lie. 

3.  To  the  Union,  for  wliose  benefit  lliey  were  ceded. 
That  a  change  is  due  to  the  ceding  States,  results  from 

the  object  ami  terms  of  the  cesslim,  and  the  non-fulfil- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  of  tbe  con- 
ditions upon  which  it  was  made.  The  lantis  were  ceded  to 
be  &pc»ed  of  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  \  they 
were  accepted,  to  be  disposed  of  lor  that  purpose.  The 
Kcdcnd  Government  was  constituted  the  trustee  of  the 
lands,  and  bound  to  make  application  of  ihem  to  a  specific 
ebject  She  accepted  the  tnisl,and  neither  party  dreamed 
at  the  lime  that  tlie  lands  were  ceded  in  fee  simple,  and  in 
perpetuity,  to  tlie  Fetlend  Government,  tu  be  kept  for* 
ever,  or  kvialieU  upon  immmerable  objects,as  the  whim  or 
interest  of  her  sovereign  will  should  dictate.  Virginia  and 
Gtorpav  ere  the  gitat  efKcient  donors  :  Massachusetts, 
the  next  greatest  possessor  of  vacant  lundsj  :icted  a  more 
cautious  part.  She  held  iter  30,000  square  miles  of  va- 
cant territor>- in  her  own  hands;  cherislied  upon  it  her 
province  of  Maine  ;  eventually  saw  that  pruvince  erected 
into  a  stale;  and,  upon  the  accomplishment  of  tliat  event, 
uiyidedtiie  remaining  vacant  lands  with  the  new  sove- 
^igu,  and  eacli  are  now  selling  their  respective  propor- 
uoiiB  upon  fair  and  equitable  tenns,  adapted  to  the  real 
>'uueof  all  the  vaiietii^s  of  soil,  timber,  and  locality.  Sucli 
wsa  the  safe  and  prudent  conduct  of  Massachusetts  ;  and 
m  so  doing  she  put  it  out  of  t!ie  power  of  the  Fedcnd 
'^5™.""^"'  to  violate  any  engagement  with  her.  Not 
•0  Virginia,  and  Georgia,*  and  the  two  Carolinas.  They 
^'rcw  up  their  lands  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good. 
They  divested  (hemsehes  of  Iiundreds  of  milhuns  of  acres, 
upon  tbe  cardinal  condition  that  the  Fcdei-al  Government 

'^'■I  othi-r  Sbilci  cxcciiltil  AwAt  iif  crMion,  but  ibcy  bad  iia- 
pn'leniioiu  lo  cnlr  ;  aiuonf- thetn,Couiicciicutwbu  fut  two 
MlBOM  of         ^  land  i„  obio,  «hKU  Uie  F<rd«ral  Oavenuaeat  batt 
C"^       Virgtaia,  fiir  Mrrandenos  her  elaiiu.— by  Mr.  S. 


should  dispose  of  them  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
This  was  in  the  year  iT6S,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and 
1802  on  the  part  of  Georgia.  The  value  of  thia  comlition 
was  to  consist  in  the  fact,  that  by  the  sale  uf  these  lands 
the  public  debt  should  be  paid  off,  and  the  ceding  States 
SBTea  fh>m  the  imposition  of  taxes  for  the  discharge  of 
that  revolutionary  legacy.  This  was  stated  and  enforced 
in  all  the  state  papers  ofthe  day,  relative  to  tlie  subjecL 
Tt  was  particularly  innsted  Upon  in  the  first  message  of 
President  Washington  to  Congress.  In  one  of  these  mes- 
sages, he  earnestly  recommended  "timely"  and  "judici- 
ous" sales  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  "principal"  as  well  as  the  "interest" 
of  the  public  debt,  and  to  save  the  People  from  being 
taxed  in  their  persons  and  property  for  its  payment. 
What  was  meant  by  timely  and  judicious  sales  was  fully 
explained  in  the  report  of  Secretary  Hamilton,  which  fol- 
lowed and  enforced  the  message  which  contained  this  re- 
commendation. By  timely,  was  there  seen  to  be  the  pre- 
sent time  ;  and  by  judicious  sales,  were  showp  to  be  sales 
for  the  then  present  actual  value  of  the  lands  f  and  this 
value  was  fixed  by  Secretary  Hamilton,  at  an  average  of 
twenty  cents  per  acre.  Such  was  the  recommendation  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton.  But  **  other  counsels  ruled 
the  hour."  The  Congress  of  that  day  becama  impreg- 
nated with  the  insane  coHCeption  of  getting  rich  upon  the 
sale  of  these  lar.ds.  Nothing  was  heartl  of  but  tlteir  fu- 
ture value.  The  wildest  calciilations  «ere  indulged  in. 
Figures  and  numbers  became  too  feeble,  inadequate,  and 
inexpressive,  to  sliow  off*  the  future  product  ot^  this  new 
mine.  Dimensions  were  resorted  to  ;  and  one  calculator 
was  wild  enough  to  estimate  its  future  product  at  the  value 
of  a  pile  of  gold  five  miles  long,  five  miles  wide,  and  five 
miles  high  !  Well,  their  plan  was  adopted.  A  minimum, 
ten  times  the  amount  of  Hamilton's  average  price,  was 
fixed  upon,  and  this  minimum  was  for  the  bad  land  onlyt 
a  system  of  auctions  and  of  periodical  sales  was  adopted 
fur  the  good,  which  was  to  carry  their  price  lo  ten  and 
twenty  dollars  an  aci-e.  Thib  was  nearly  forty  years  ago: 
and  what  has  been  the  result  *  Twenty  miUions  of  acres 
sold  ■;  32,000,000  of  dollars  received;  2,165,000  dollars 
paid  fur  surveying ;  1,155,000  dollarsfor  suiting  ;  35,000 
doIUrs  per  annum  for  keeping  up  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice ;  3,393.000  dollars  for  Indun  treaties ;  and  249,000 
dollars  per  annum  fur  Indian  annuities,  most  of  them  per- 
petual !  Such  are  the  fruits  of  the  system  !  On  the  other 
hand,  interest  to  the  amount  of  150,000,000  dollars  has 
been  paid  upon  the  public  debt;  the  debt  itself  is  nearly 
as  large  as  it  was ;  an'.l  tbe  people  of  the  States  who  made 
80  great  a  prov  isiun  for  ita  payment,  are  still  recurred  to, 
to  liu^ish  their  proportiuns  of  ten  ndllions  unually,  to 
be  levied  through  the  custom-house,  on  their  comlijrts 
and  necessaries,  to  meet  its  annual  interest,  and  a  frsc- 
liun  ofthe  principal.  Upon  this  view  ofthe  fruits  ofthe 
present  system,  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  tliat  justice  to  the 
States  which  ceded  their  vacant  lands  to  tbe  Federal  Go- 
vernment, demands  a  ebange. 

That  a  change  is  due  tu  the  new  States  in  which  theso 
lands  lie,  results  from  the  fact  already  shown,  that,  under 
the  improgressive  movement  of  the  present  system,  ages 
and  centuries  must  roll  away  before  the  federal  title  can 
be  extinguished  to  the  lands  within  their  limits-  It  is  also 
due  AO  tliem  upon  other  grounds  In  tbe  first  jilacc,  to 
enable  them  to  strengthen  their  settlements  and  improve 
their  social  condition.  J^t  present,  tbe  old  districts  have 
no  attraction  for  emigrants.  The  new  comers  push  fur- 
ward  to  new  districts  where  first  rate  land  is  gut  fur  the 
same  price  which  is  demanded  fur  second  and  third-rate 
in  tlie  old  ones.  This  leaves  the  old  settlements  thin  and 
weak.and  the  neighbors  divided  from  each  other  by  tracts 
of  vacant  lands,  und  all  the  labor  and  expense  of  sustain- 
ing the  social  sute  a^avated  and  increased  by  having 
too  few  to  bear  tbem  j  nnds  and  bridges  more  abortous 
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to  be  made  and  kept  in  order «  the  county  levies  higher  ( 
the  service  of  juror*  more  frequent  uid  continued  ;  mills, 
schools,  and  churches  more  scarce  i  the  labors  of  harvest- 
ing, house-raiung,  and  log-rolling  more  heavy — no  such 
**  log-rolling"  as  ukea  place  in  this  Capitol,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  the  real  heavy  *<  toating^  of  **  butt-cut^"  which 
take  twelve  piur  of  strong  men  to  lift  from  their  beds. 
Such  are  the  evils  of  the  thin  settlements,  made  thin  and 
kept  thin,  by  fixing  one  uniform  price  for  all  qualities  of 
land  ;  and  which  evils  would  vanish  and  disappear  under 
the  operation  of  a  change  whicli  would  sell  second  and 
third  rate  land  for  what  it  was  worth.  In  the  next  place, 
a  chai^  which  would  accelerate  tlie  sales  of  the  lands, 
is  due  to  the  new  States,  upon  the  principle  of  letting 
them  have  something  to  tax.  Indii^ct  taxes  upon  im- 
ports are  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Government  by  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution  ;  direct  taxes  upon  land  is  the 
chief  resource  remaining  to  the  States  for  the  support  of 
their  Governments ;  and  of  this  resource,  so  far  as  it  de- 
pends upon  sales  of  public  land,  the  new  States  are  la- 
mentably deficient.  For  example :  the  sales  in  Ohio 
amount  to  8  millions  of  acres  out  of  15 }  in  Indiana  to  3^ 
millions  out  of  22  t  in  Illinois  to  1^  out  of  40  ^  in  Missouri 
to  1  out  of  40  ;  in  Mississippi  to  l|  out  of  38  {  in  Alabama 
to  3^  out  of  32  :  aad  in  Louisiana  to  one-sixth  of  a  mil 
lion  out  of  25  millions.  In  all  thMe  States,  the  greater 
part  of  their  soil^covered  by  the  mantle  of  Federal  do- 
minion, is  free  from  all  contributions  for  the  support  ot 
Government :  and  for  want  of  this  cardinal  resource,  the 
State  authorities  are  forced  to  descend  to  the  taxation  of 
objects  which  ought  to  remain  as  free  from  the  scrutiny 
as  from  the  burihens  of  tlie  Government,  such  as  tlie  becb 
on  which  people  sleep,  the  chairs  on  which  they  sit,  the 
tables  off  which  they  rat,  the  horse  whi^  drags  the 
lilough,  the  cow  that  gives  milk  tu  little  children — ^yea, 
to  the  orphan  children  who  luve  lust  their  mother.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Federal  Government  holds  360  milUoits 
acres  of  land  in  these  States  and  Territories,  on  which 
it  pays  no  tax,  and  which  it  refuses  to  sell  fora  just  price. 

In  the  third  place,  a  clmnge  is  due  to  the  new  States 
upon  the  fiur  import  of  their  compacts  with  the  Federal 
Government.  By  one  of  the  clauses  of  these  compacts, 
the  new  States  bound  themselves  not  to  tax  the  FedenU 
lands  before  they  are  sold,  and  were  to  receive  three  per 
cent,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  an  indemni- 
ty for  the  loss  of  the  taxes  while  the  sales  ar«  going  on. 
But  the  sales,  under  tlie  present  system,  hardly  go  on  at 
all.  It  will  uke  hundreds  of  years  to  complete  them  i 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  new  States  lose  the  taxes 
which  they  would  have  got  without  the  compactly  and 
lose  the  indemnities  which  lliey  were  to  have  got  by  them. 
This  is  inconsistent  with  the  import  of  the  compacts,  and 
with  the  tiur  interpretation  of  the  stipulation  not  to  tax 
the  Federal  binds  before  they  were  sold  ;  a  stipulation 
which  implies  that  they  were  to  be  sold,  and  to  be  sold  in 
a  reasonable  time,  and  of  course  for  their  present  value. 

It  is  due  to  the  whole  Union  to  make  this  change.  First, 
to  save  their  property  from  depreciation  in  the  universal 
destruction  of  timber  upon  a  line  of  4000  n.iles  in  extent ; 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  Pennsylvania,  round  by  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gtilf  of  Mexico,  to  the 
siuutlieast  corner  of  Georgia.  Great  is  the  daily  destruc- 
tion of  Federal  timber  upon  this  immense  line  ;  not  only 
fur  fuel,  fences,  and  buildings  among  the  neighbtHv,  but 
tipon  the  larger  scale  of  supplying  saw-mills  with  logs, 
tanneries  with  bark,  steam-boats,  steam  mills,  irun-works, 
and  salt-works,  with  wood  to  bum  ;  and  boat  yards  and 
ship  yards  witti  the  choicest  timber  for  the  construction 
of  Vessels.  Fur  all  these  purposes  the  forests  resound 
daily  with  the  blows  of  axes,  the  rivers  teem  both  ni^ht 
and  day  with  innumerable  rafts.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  enacted  its  laws  and  cliargcd  its  officers  to  stop 
Uiis  destruction.  Bui  what  are  laws  when  unsupported 


by  public  opinion  i  The  fotest  laws  of  the  Federal  Go' 
vemment  are  not  only  not  supported  by  public  opinion, 
but  are  condemned  and  execrated,  by  it.  The  people 
say,  this  timber  is  as  mueb  mine  as  any  body's.  It  is  pub- 
lic !  They  say,  further,  1  am  ready  to  pay  a  just  price  for 
it  I  but  the  Federal  Government  will  not  take  a  justjMict^ 
and  1  had  as  well  use  it  as  let  it  stand  and  do  nothing,  or 
fall  down  and  rot.  Such  IS  tbnr  compendious  logic,  aitd 
they  quickly  suit  the  action  to  the  word.  Pensl  bwi 
are  of^ no  avail.  They  serve  only  to  give  fees  to  officen, 
to  excite  odium  against  the  Government,  and  sometitnei 
to  put  an  instrument  of  revenj^  into  tlie  hands  of  a  mt- 
lignant  n^^bor.  The  true  remedy  is  to  sell  the  Isnd^ 
and  then  die  pubfic  will  get  the  vBlue  of  the  land  ud 
timber  both  ;  private  owners  will  take  care  of  their  wood, 
and  the  countiy  will  have  a  supply  of  fuel,  ar.d  of  fencii^ 
and  building  timber,  fnr  centuries  to  come.  Secondlf, 
as  the  means  of  saving  the  value  of  the  land  itself.  In 
avetjr  period  of  sixteen  years  the  amount  of  this  value  ii 
lost  in  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  public  debt.  It 
would  be  just  as  well,  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue,  t» 
sell  tliose  lands  now  for  35  cents  per  acre,  as  tosellthea 
for  50  cents  sixteen  years  hence  ;  or  for  100  cents  thirty- 
two  years  hencei  or  for  two  dollars  sixty-four  years  liencei 
and  so  on  to  the  end  of  time,  or  to  the  end  of  the  tola, 
which  would  probably  be  about  the  same  epoch  under 
the  present  system.  What  a  loss  in  not  bavii^admt^ 
the  system  of  Hanuhon  thirty-six  years  ago!  Onehnnored 
millions  of  acres,  sold  then  for  an  average  of  20  centi, 
would  have  produced  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ;  the  in- 
terest of  that  sum  would  have  been  forty  milUoni ;  »nd 
(Ilia  much  Mopped  out  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  woukl  have  left  us  at  this  day  without  the 
mciunbrance  of  a  shilling.  In  the  third  place,  a  cbii^ 
is  due  to  the  wh<^e  Union,  for  Uie  purpose  of  getting  the 
entire  buaness  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  out  of  toe 
halbi  of  Congress.  This  business  is  now  consuming  one- 
Uiird  or  more  of  the  whole  time  allowed  to  the  sessiom  (■ 
Congress  occupying  it  with  details  and  minutiK  proper 
for  tJie  local  legislation  of  the  States,  and  to  the  exclu»i» 
of  its  own  appropriate  business.  This  is  an  enl  of 
and  increasing  magnitude ;  but,  great  as  it  is,  it  yieloiin 
enormity  to  another,  of  which  the  two  liouses  of  Congrea 
must  soon  begin  to  feel  the  fatal  approaches— the  evil  of 
corrupt  legislation,  of  which  the  public  lands  wiB  form 
at  once  the  subject  and  the  instrument. 

I  have  shown,  Mr.  Present,  that  it  is  due  to  the  ow 
States  which  ceded  these  lands  to  the  Federsl  Govm- 
ment— due  to  tlie  new  States  in  which  they  lie— and  due 
to  the  whole  Union,  for  whose  use  they  were  intenoeo, 
to  change  our  present  system  of  selling  them.  Whstthst 
change  should  be,  is  the  next  inquiry  {  and  upwi  this 
point  1  can  say,  that,  afler  ei^ht  years  meditation,  I  have 
fixed  upon  the  plan  coiituned  in  the  bill  b^anym  •  thst 
this  plan  is  approved  by  seventeen  out  of  e^teen  Se- 
nators from  the  Western  States  i  and  that  it  has  in  in 
fivor  seven  legislative  memorials,  and  the  petition*  « 
four  thousand  persons,  which  have  been  bud  upon  your 
Uble,  and  printed  by  your  order.  Strong  in  my  on 
convictions  of  the  justice  of  this  plan— cheered  ^t^d  sup- 
ported by  the  approving  voice  of  seven  Stoles  •M"'^* 
Territories— by  the  votis  and  speeches  of  so  msnr  Se- 
nators from  the  West,  and  of  several  fhnn  the  Atftatic 
States— it  is  no  more  in  my  nature  than  it  is  conBstent 
with  my  duly,  toyieldto  objections  which  have  no  force, 
or  to  suffer  the  blU  to  be  cut  and  slashed  to  pieces  «rUi 
amendments,  (as  they  are  called,)  which,  whsterer  M 
their  object,  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  ^»°*  ™ 
friends  and  ensure  its  defeat.  Of  couiae,  I  speak  of 
ments  which  are  thrust  at  the  bill  without  any  «»™"™; 
tion  with  me — whose  matter  and  manner  are  equally  oo- 
jectionable— and  not  of  the  .amendments  cooing  iron 
the  friendbr  hands  of  the  Senator  from  Virginis,  who  su 
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before  me,  [Hr.  Tahwul']  ;  the  Setiatw  from  Korth 
Cardinal,  who  uta  to  my  left,  [Hr.  Macok]  i  or  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Georgia,  who  aits  over  the  wajr,  [Mr.  Cobb.] 
Amendments  from  suet  hands  as  these  eome  in  no  "ques- 
tionable shape."  I  know  their  "intents  to  be  charitablet" 
and  as  ioag  as  tbey  harmoiuze  with  the  reneral  plan  of 
the  Inll,  it  will  be  my  duty,  as  it  ia  my  pleuure,  to  re- 
ceive tbem  vitb  respect  and  deference. 

But  the  bill  meeta  with  several  objections  t  at  the  head 
of  which  stands  one  of  a  novel  and  extnordinary  chanc- 
ter,  not  connected  witli  the  merits  of  the  question,  but 
growing  out  of  supposed  injuries  which  it  is  to  inflict 
upon  the  tjM  States.  It  ia  said  that  the  bill  will  have  the 
effect  of  dnwin^  off  the  populatim  of  these  States,  di> 
nimabii^  the  weight  of  their  political  ioBuence,  unking 
the  value  of  their  lands,  and  retarding  the  progress  of 
tbeir  manuftcturea. 

Tbcae  ar«  strange  objections,  Mr.  President,  to  be 
urged  in  a  country  bleised  with  a  Constitution  founded 
on  the  rightsof  man.   The^  would  come  well  from  feud- 
al kidt  in  the  old  haioaial  times  of  Great  Britun,  or  from 
the  nasteis  of  the  serfs  and  vasaala  of  Rusda  and  Poland 
at  the  present  day;  but  they  grate  harshlyupon  my  ear— 
they  barmonize  badly  with  the  feeling  of  my  bosom — 
coming  from  American  statesmen,  and  mtended  to  restrain 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  from  bettering  their 
condition  by  removing  to  the  West.    Admitting  all  the 
erila  apprehended,  and  it  would  still  be  an  invalid  ob- 
jection {  for  the  People  have  a  right  under  our  Constitu* 
tioD,  to  go  where  they  please ;  even  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  go  into  foreign  countries  in  pursuit  of  wealth 
or  bappineis.    It  ia  their  own  privilege  to  go  or  atay,  and 
ao  r^tful  power  resides  in  this  Government  to  restrain 
them.   But  the  evils  will  be  oiucb  less  than  seem  to  be 
appfehended,  even  in  the  parts  of  the  Union  from  which 
the  objectiom  chiefly  come.    Emigration  has  never  de- 
populated a  good  country.   The  chasm  made  by  one 
peiion  moving  away  is  always  filled  in  such  a  country  by 
another  coming  in,  and  osuaJly  a  richer  one.  Politicid 
influence  is  not  diminished,  but  increased,  by  auch  emi- 
grations,  or  this  the  two  Ualb  uf  Congress  furnish  abun- 
oaat  proof.    Lands  in  the  old  Slates  will  certainly  not 
produce  lest  in  consequence  of  such  removals.  The 
pnlilic  principle  of  the  soil  will  still  be  the  same  ;  and 
if  it  sells  for  less,  it  is  also  bought  for  less.    The  thing 
bshnces  itself.    The  buyer  gaifts  what  the  seller  loses ; 
and  as  the  seller  is  le  be  the  emi^nt,  the  advantage  re- 
mains with  the  one  that  remains  in  the  country.  In  many 
pbces,  the  price  of  land  is  as  low  now  in  the  old  States 
ss  my  bill  proposes  to  make  it  in  the  new  ones.  My 
friends  tell  me  that  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  with  some 
inpTovement  upon  it,  and  convenient  to  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  old  established  institutions,  can  be  had  now  in 
North  Carolina  for  one  dollar  per  acre.    In  Virginia,  I 
■ee  fromtfae  asseiament  of  1817,  when  the  price  of  real 
estate  there,  ss  elsewhere,  was  double  what  it  now  ia, 
.  that  a  lai^e  county,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Se- 
nators, here  present,  (Tyler,)  and  containing  as  many 
acres  as  the  Federal  Government  has  ever  sold  In  Missou- 
ri, was  assessed  at  68  cents  per  acre,  improvements  and 
>U  that  anotlier  county  of  about  the  aame  size,  bearing 
the  name  of  another  ofher  Senators  present,  ^Tazewell,) 
na  aisessed  at  33  cents  per  acre  ;  and  three  others  at 
the  reactive  prices  of  24,  Z3,  and  II  cents  per  acre. 
Gentlemen  wiH  say  these  are  inferior  lands.   I  answer, 
that  the  prices  in  my  bill  also  apply  to  inferior  land,  and 
that  so  far  aa  price  is  concerned,  there  will  be  no  induce- 
ment for  emigration  from  old  SUtea  to  new  ones.  To 
the  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  all  the  slave-holding 
States  emigration  ia  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The 
poor  are  not  needed  there.    Slaves  peiform  all  the  meni- 
al lervicca^  and  do  the  principal  part  of  the  labor.  In 
the  Boa  slave-hoWng  States,  uid  eapeeudiy  in  the  manu- 


facturing districts,  it  is  somewhat  difTerent.  There  the 
poor  are  wanted  fbr  tenanti,  for  day  laborers,  for  domes- 
tic servants,  and  to  work  in  the  manufactories.  To  such 
Stales  it  might  be  some  disadvantage  to  lose  their  poor ; 
but  it  is  a  loss  which  they  have  no  moral  or  lawful  right 
to  prevent,  by  pasnng  laws  to  restrwn  their  removal. 
But,  Mr.  President,  I  will  drop  these  objectiona.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  justifiable  in  Senatora  from  old 
States  te  vote  upon  such  conuderatkms  t  and  of  course 
it  is  not  becoming  in  me  to  presume  that  an  argument  ia 
necessary  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 

I  will  proceed  to  the  next  objection,  which  is  also  of  a 
novel  and  extraordinary  character,  and  seems  to  have  its 
origin  in  a  benevolent  inclinatioiLb)  save  the  People  of 
the  new  States  from  the  consequences  of  their  own  fully. 
It  goes  upon  the  suppoaiUon  that  the  price  of  all  the 
land  held  by  individuusi  will  be  sunk  to  the  scale  of 

E rices  fixed  in  the  bill,  and  that  these  landholders  will 
e  injured  in  Itieir propert;^  to  that  degree.  This  is  the 
ostensible  nature  of  the  objection  ;  but  !t  may  be  that  it 
has  a  different  object  %  that  its  real  design  is  not  charita- 
ble, but  insidious  j  and  that  it  is  intended  to  excite  these 
landholders  agunst  the  bill.  In  the  first  point  of  view, 
it  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  very  unexpected  ebullitioit 
of  superserviceable  benevolence,  which  the  individuals 
referred  to  will  reriat  and  repudiate.  They  have  no  need, 
and  it  is  no  compliment  to  tfaeir  undeiStandings  to  sup- 
pose that  they  have  any  need  for  audi  intrusive  guardt- 
anshi  p.  They  know  that  their  Unds  will  produce  as  good 
crops  after  as  before  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Many  of 
them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at  the  graduated  prices* 
All  will  know  that  individuals  sre  now  selling  second  and 
third  rate  land  for  the  same  prices  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  every  one  is  conscious  that  popuUtion  ^ves  value  to 
land,  ancf  that  tbeir  own  will  rise  in  value  la  proportion 
to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country. 

The  third  objection  that  I  shall  notice  is  the  one  so  in- 
continently repeated,  that  no  one  will  buy  until  the  lands 
fidl  to  the  lowest  price.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
same  objection  which  was  made  to  the  graduation  prin- 
ciple in  Tenneasee,  and  wliich,  for  several  years,  retard- 
ed the  esUblishment  uf  the  system  there.  When  it  waa 
established,  the  objection  was  discovered  to  have  no 
foundation.  This  we  learn  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  author  of  the 
system  in  Tenneasee,  and  the  statement  of  Hr.  Smith, 
the  entry  taker  in  one  of  the  districts.  These  papera 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid  upon  our 
table%  and  are  presumed  to  be  read  by  every  member. 
I  wilt  not,  therefore,  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  in 
reading  them  over,  amply  as  thtir  contents  would  repay 
that  trouble  ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  present  a  second 
time,  the  Ubie  of  sales  actually  made  in  the  Hiwassee 
district,  a  district  uf  only  forty  miles  square,  and  which 
proves  the  utter  fallacy  and  total  inapplicability  of  the 
objection.    The  following  is  the  table  : 

Jmmmt  of  Imd  entered  in  the  Entry  Office  af  t/U  Biwa»- 
see  Diitritl,  Tennettee,  and  amount  ofeaah  received  from 
the  %d  Febrwry,  1824,  to  the  2d  iehntary,  1838. 


Price  perl  err. 
»1  50 
1  00 
0  50 
0  25 
0  121 
0  01 


No.  of  acm. 
100,000 
53,000 
90,000 
80,000 
56.000 
133,000 


Catli  RCeircd. 
1 150,000 

53,000 

45,000 

20,000 

7,000 

1,300 
\ 

«  376,230 


r  —J  

Such  is  the  triumphant  answer  which  actual  experi- 
ment gives  to  this  objection.  It  was  the  experiment  of 
one  district  t  but  the  result  was  the  same  in  others,  for 
the  law  wu  co-extendve  in  its  apphcation  with  the  ex- 
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iatence  of  the  State  Idnds.    But  even  without  this  ex- 

Eerimental  answer,  the  objection  would  have  vanished 
efore  an  argument.    Instead  of  waiting;  for  the  lowest 

C'ice,  many  would  be  tempted  to  give  more  than  ihe 
nd  was  worth,  either  to  save  a  quarter  section  which 
WM  necessary  to  complete  the  size  and  form  of  their  es- 
itate,  or  to  aupply  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  of  water,  or 
a  stone  quarry,  or  a  siigar  orchard,  or  to  keep  olf  a  bad 
neighbor,  or  to  form  a  settlement  for  a  child,  or  to  keep 
open  an  outlc  for  stock.  Such  was  the  natural  progress 
and  order  of  things.  He  that  wanted  a  niece  of  land 
that  suited  him  would  cheerfully  embrace  the  first  oppoi^ 
tunity  of  taking  it  up  for  its  real  value,  test  another 
■hould  forestal  him  in  the  purchase,  and  make  him  after, 
wards  pay  more  than  the  value.  To  suppose  otherwise, 
and  to  assert,  as  this  objection  implieit,  that  the  People 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  would  wait  with  each 
other  for  four  years,  until  the  price  of  all  land  fell  to  25 
cents  per  acre,  is  to  suppose  the  exintence  of  a  universal 
cMnbination,  aa  impossible  in  practice  as  il  would  be  dis- 
licmonble  in  conception.  And,  after  all,  it  coiJtl  end  in 
no  advantage  ;  for  when  the  lands  had  fiillen  to  25  cents, 
the  actual  netllers  would  have  the  preference,  and  the 
purchasers  would  have  to  stand  off  until  they  were  satis- 
fied, and  then  the  contest  would  begin  umung  them  ; 
for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  tlie  same  time,  for  the  same 
tract,  they  would  have  to  hid  for  it,  and  the  price  might 
be  nm  up  higher  than  ever. 

The  fourth  obit-ction  to  my  bill  is  (bund  in  the  appre- 
hension of  apestilators.  It  is  the  same  old  objection,  Mr. 
President,  which  had  its  effect  for  a  while  in  Tenncssee.as 
we  learn  from  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchell,  and  which 
wss  completely  falsified  by  the  event  there,  and  is  ready 
to  be  ovt-rthrown  by  argument  here.  Sir,  there  can  be 
no  ftuch  thing  as  speculation  in  wild  land,  in  the  present 
state  of  America.  A  speculator  buys  to  sell  again.  His 
plan  is  to  buy  low,  and  sell  high  ;  but,  in  the  present 
condition  of  America,  aKhough  he  may  buy  low  enough, 
yet  *ie  will  soon  be  forced  to  sell  still  lower.  Whai 
chance  is  there  for  wild  land  to  rise  ?  The  United  States 
own  eleven  hundred  millions  of  acres,  for  which  she  can 
"not  find  purcliasera.  Mexico  and  Canada  have  more  than 
they  can  give  away.  The  old  States  and  the  new  States 
are  full  of  improved  land,  offered  for  sale  ori  the  n.o8t 
reduced  terms.  .You  a»e  ten  sellers  for  one  purchaser. 
The  old  speculators  of  1817-18,  that  is  to  say,  the  few 
that  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  their  lands,  and  are, 
infact,  the  real  authors  of  this  objection.  Tlie  body  of 
the  People  do  not  make  it.  They  laugh  at  it.  They 
know  that  the  laws  of  entail  and  primogeniture  are  abo- 
lished, and  that  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present 
day  is  only  the  trustee  for  other  people's  childrtn  ;  that 
his  posterity,  and  the  posterity  of  his  present  tenants," 
will  exchange  positions  in  \wo  or  three  gencrdtinna,  per- 
haps in  one  generation  t  and,  aa  for  present  purchases, 
they  know  that  they  can  rise  as  early,  ride  as  fas',  get  to 
the  office  as  soon,  and  show  as  good  money  as  any  spec- 
ulator. If  it  comes  to  bidding,  ihey  can  bid  as  high.  If 
it  comea  to  drawing  lots,  they  stand  as  good  a  chance  as 
any  man  for  the  long  straw.  In  a  word,  sir,  tiie  People 
are  not  uf raid  of  speculators.  They  know  there  is  no 
such  thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  upon  them, 
and  they  faugh  at  it. 

The  fifth  (ibjection  supposes  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands  under  my  bill. 
I  demand,  sir,  if  it  gets  the  value  under  the  present  sys- 
tem f  Aiid  I  answerno  !  I  assert  that  it  gets  rothing 
under  the  present  system  ;  thai  the  thirty  two  millions  of 
dollars  receit  ed  in  foity-two  yearx,  for  twenty  millions  uf 
acres*  has  been  sunk,  and  double  sunk,  and  five  times 
oversunkf  in  the  payment  ut  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
while  this  sum  was  ciftlecting',  and  in  the  expenses  of  the 
system.    I  say  that  il  frill  get  quickly  under  my  bill,  wha 


it  ^ets  at  all  ;  that  an  average  of  fifty  cents  per  acre,  re- 
ceived in  four  or  five  years,  for  the  refuse  lands,  will  be 
worth  mere  to  the  Treastiry  than  $  1  25,  received  fbrtlia 
same  lands,  would  be  wortli  thirty  or  forty  years  hence. 
But  I  dismiss  this  calctdHlion  aa  one  of  inferior  and  siibw. 
dinate  consideration.  I  look  to  the  cultivation  ot  the 
lands  more  than  to  their  sales.  It  is  the  culiivatioa  tt 
the  soil  which  enriches  ihe  country ;  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  the  country  is  always  h  gainer  when  any  poitiuuof 
the  pubhc  lands  is  passed  from  the  Federal  Government, 
whiclr  cannot  cultivate  them,  into  the  hands  of  prints 
owners  who  can.  As  a  proof  of  this,  look  to  ibe  duties 
which  have  been  received  on  imports,  which  iniporisaie 
founded  on  the  exports  which  are  the  protluclsot  tlie  mhL 
Tou  will  see  them  amounting,  in  thirty-seven  veart,  the 
period  that  Ihe  present  Constitution  has  been  in  force,  to 
$  575,000,000.  Yes,  sir,  lo  five  hundred  and  5event>--fi« 
millions  of  dollars  !  And  this  source  of  revenne,  inirteail  of 
being  exhauiited  by  one  year's  ctdtivalion,  like  the  reve- 
nue  from  the  sale  of  the  lancis,  which  can  only  be  rcceivMt 
once  is  perennial  and  eternal,  renewing  itself  inccsunlh, 
and  augmenting  from  ^ear  to  year,  with  the  increase  of 
wealth  and  of  population.  Surely  it  is  our  pnlicy  to  in- 
crease  this  bountifut  source  of  revenue,  and  forthgt  piB^ 
pose  to  give  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  every  inhabitint 
that  will  cnliivate  it. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  objections  whicti  have  btcn 
made  to  the  (pwluatiuii  clause  of  m^  bill,  Mr.  President, 
without  noticmg  one  which  I  heard  in  Missouri,but  whkh 
has  not  been  enforced  by  any  speaker  on  Ihis  floor.  It 
was  the  objection  of  a  tanner  who  supplied  liis  vats  wilh 
bark  frum  the  public  lands,  and  who,  atler  running  -over 
alt  the  worn  out  objections  about  speculators,  etcafltnit- 
tcrd  thai  his  true  objection  was  altogether  of  a  diifereDt 
nature :  that  if  the  bill  passed,  all  the  land  would  be 
brought  up,  and  he  wouki  get  no  more  "  public  bark  "  to 
tan  with. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  lo  the  donation  clause,  and  klmit 
at  once  that  its  primary  intenliuii  is  to  better  the  coiiifr 
tion  of  the  poor.  1  know  it  to  be  written  in  that  Bwk 
which  is  the  epitome  of  all  knowledge,  "that  the  rich 
ndetli  the  poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  tlie 
lender."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  by  my  vcnenblc 
and  venerated  Iriend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mico»] 
that  Ouvcniinents  are  not  made  fur  Uie  poor,  but  against 
Ihem  i  that  the  rich  get  the  benefits,  and  Ihe  poor  gel 
the  burthei.s  of  Covemment  i  and  I  know  tliat  this  se- 
vere remark  hus  mucli  foundation  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind, yet  it  has  not  always  been  bo.  I'liere  have  beta 
exceptions,  and  especially  in  that  great  republic,  whose 
name,  after  the  lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  still  shines  at 
a  leading  star  in  tlie  firmament  of  nations.  11  was  not  so 
among  tlie  ancient  Komani.  With  that  heroic  people, 
idlhough  the  Government  was  Chiefly  in  tlie  liandioi  the 
Putricians,  yet  the  poor  had  an  interest  in  their  coualrj', 
and  that  interest  was  founded  in  their  share  of  the  public 
lands.  When  a  conquest  was  made,  half  the  lands  were 
immediately  set  aside  for  gratuitous  distribution  among 
the  poor  ;  the  other  half  was  put  up  to  sale  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Ibe  public  treasury.  Besides  this  fundameiiUHaW, 
we  read  in  the  history  of  that  preat  peojile,  ot  occasiOi  al 
donations  of  land  lo  1^0,000  poor  families  at  a  lime.  >Uii7 
taws  were  made  for  the  protection  of  their  lands— as  in^ 
Liciiiian  law,  which  secured  their  posessions  for  scvinu 
hundred  ycarM,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  which  the 
Gracchi  lost  their  lives.  It  was  this  interest  in  the  soil  of 
tlieir  countr)-,  which  made  ihe  love  of  ihst  cwuitry  so 
strong  a  passion  in  the  breast  of  the  Woman  citizen,  it 
was  this  which  made  every  Human  glory  in  the  name,  snu 
hold  himself  forever  ready  to  fight  and  die  <or  his  coun- 
try. And  caimot  the  same  cause  produce  the  same  effect 
witli  us  ?  Congress  is  charged  with  providing  fur  "  tlie 
common  defence"  of  the  nation,  and  she  expends  oullioni 
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'opoo  the  fortifications  of  the  scacout,  ind  upon  the 
eqHipneot  of  ships  for  the  sea.  And  may  she  nut  g^ive 
for  tiie  tlcfence  of  the  Wetttera  FRintier  ^  Great 
BAUb  is  now  filling  Upper  Canada  with  fpeehotdersi  at 
ft  gieat  expense  to  the  Qfown.  One  huiulred  and  liOy 
acres  of  <;fioice  land  to  each  emigrant— expenses  of  re- 
wtrnH — provisions  for  one  year — seed-grains  for  the  first 
crop — fiurming  tools  and  household  utensils — a  cow.  at 
the  cost  of  £4  10  sterling:  such  are  ihe  Inducements 
vUch  England  holds  out  for  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Csaada.  And  why  >  Fur  the  obvious  purpose  of 
ttengthenine  herself  against  us  in  that  fjuarter :  and 
Mm  we  not  strengthen  ourselves  against  her  in  the  oi>- 

Cte  quarter  >  And  by  tlie  same  means  ?  I'he  defence 
ished  by  patriotism  an<l  valor,  has  been  called  "  the 
cheap  defence  of  nations,"  and  so  in  fact  it  is.  A  brave 
People  dcToted  to  their  country,  is  ils_cheapeat,  as  well 
ss  its  surest,  defence.  Of  this  defenc^  it  is  m  tlie  power 
of  this  Gof  erament  to  arail  itself  to  an^  degree.  It  m^y 
bare  as  many  warriora  as  it  pleases  on  its  (rontier.  It  Itas 
hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land  in  the  frun- 
tier  Slatea  and  Territories,  and  some  hundred  thousand 
citizens  without  freeholr|s.  Let  it  give  them  land  t  let 
it  give  them  an  interest  in  their  country  ;  a  home  for  their 
vires  and  their  little  ones  t  and  they  will  never  be  found 
without  a  hone  and  a  rifle ;  without  a  willing  mind«  a 
cnungeous  hearl,  and  a  strong  arm,  when  that  country 
deannds  their  service.  Let  not  the  character  of  tliese 
pM^le  be  judged  by  Ute  inbmous  Dritish  publications, 
to  which  too  many  of  our  stutcsmeu  look  fur  information 
of  their  own  country'.  I  have  one  of  thts*  ptiblicationSi 
which  1  hare  rcsenol  to  read  in  this  place,  that  1  might 
bear  witness,  on  this  elevated  theatre,  before  the  wliole 
American  Senate,  to  iu  base  am)  libellotib  ciianctcr.  It 
is  hm  the  Briltsli  Quarteriy  Rsview,  No.  fil.  Listen  to 
it: 

"We  affirm,  witliout  tearofcontr&dicti(m,orof  error, 
ibatlbert:  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  face  uf  the  globe,  a 
nee  of  men  so  utlerly  abandoiied  to  vice  and  to  crime> 
to  devoid  of  «I1  fear  uf  t^iod,  and  regard  towanis  man,  ns 
the  out9ettlcr&.  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  aiul  oUier  hack 
States." 

Now,  Ur.  Presiilent,  I  aHirm,  withotit  fear  of  error, 
lad  with  ullcr  contempt  fur  all  contradiction,  that  a  baser 
libel  was  never  published,  againnt  any  People,  than  this 
which  I  liave  read.  It  has  been  exputied  by  one  who 
btows  its  Falsity,  (Governor  Cass,  ot  Michigan,  in  ttie 
North  American  Review,)  aitd  f  add  my  voice  to  his,  auil 
from  personal  knowledge.  1  have  knuwu  the  PebpU  of 
Ihe  frontier  States  from  my  boyhood — hare  travelled 
usosff  then,  and  lived  amon^f  them  t  and  can  truly  say, 
that,  for  all  the  manly  virtues — for  integrity,  fair  dealing, 
coocage,  generuatty,  and  licnpitality,  they  are  proverbial 
sr4  unrivQlcd.  1'lie  benighted  stranger  never  knocks 
at  their  gate  in  vain  :  the  truiveltcr  never  ijuits  iheir  huuse 
hungry :  l(»cks  and  bars  are  nut  necessary  fur  the  eecurity 
of  cribs  ami  barus:  the  mail  needs  no  guard:  the  suli- 
Isi^F  unarmed  traveller,  in  a  journey  of  a  thousand  miles, 
eajiqis  a  safety  by  day  and  by  niehl,  which  he  would 
look  fur  in  ra  n  in  the  streets  uf  that  capital  of  Great 
Britain,  from  which  issued  the  infamous  libel  which  1  have 
read  to  you.  It  is  the  People  of  these  frontier  States  to 
whom  ve  are  chiefly  indebted  fur  the  ginriet-  of  the  late 
war.  It  is  to  tliem  we  are  chiefly  to  luok  in  futnre  wars. 
Tbejr  are  with  us  **  the  dieap  defence  of  the  nation.** 
And  diall  they  not  have  an  uilieritance  in  die  Ian<l  uf 
tbetr  btbers?  Shall  they  not  have  a  home,  as  well  as  a 
gnve.  In  the  land  which  they  defend  }  Shall  we  part 
with  no  ground  but  for  gold  and  silver  '  Shall  we  cun- 
■der  money  more  valuable  than  patriotism  '  Shall  we 
act  opon  the  piinciple  which  I  have  heard  asserted  on 
this  Aocn-,  that  the  man  who  cannot  pay  f  100  for  eighty 
icres  of  land  ia  not  worth  having  for  a  citizen  ?  Sir,  I 
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know  better.  Ilcnow  that  an  immense  proportion  of  (he 
inb^itants  of  new  countries  never  see  the  day  whca 
Ibey  are  master*  of  100  silver  dollar^  to  be  pkid  dowi 
for  a  piece  of  land.  Early  narriara,  the  cam  of  Cuai' 
ly,  current  expenses  for  indiqMnsableoliyccts,accid«Bt% 
misfortunes,  and  losses*  prevent  the  accumulation  of  such 
a  sum — small  as  it  may  seem  ta  those  who  arc  in  thic 
habit  of  handling  money,  but  gi'eat,  in  fiict,  to  him  who 
gets  nothing  but  by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  and  whose  ficst 
earnings  go  to  the  daily  support  of  his  wife  and  bis  chit* 
dren.  Poverty  is  not  always  the  effect  <«F  vice  or  lasi- 
ness.  Many  are  hwn  poor,  and  remain  so|  tauy  are 
bom  rich,  and  become  poor  through  misfortune  i  and,  ta 
all,  the  change  of  condition  from  tenant  to  freeholder,  is 
the  most  ddllcult  part  of  'heir  lives.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  that  change  for  them.  It  can  do  it 
for  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  be  none  the  weaker  or 
poorer,  but  richer  and  stronger  on  accotint  of  it.  Great 
and  meritorious  are  the  serviees  of  the  poor.  Th^  an 
soldiers  in  the  time  of  war,  and  cultivators  both  in  war 
and  peace.  Their  daily  labor  is  the  perreniol  source  of 
food  to  man  and  beast.  Daily  do  they  moisten  the  earth 
with  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  Shall  that  sweat  continue 
to  fall  upon  ground  which  is  not  their  own  ^  Shall  they 
remain  without  land  under  a  Government  abounding 
with  laml  ?  Shall  they  be  compelled  to  cheese  between 
the  hard  alternatives  of  being  trequusers  or  tenants,  all 
their  lives  }  Shall  they  see  for  ever  this  Federal  Govern, 
ment,  after  constituting  itself  sole  pHirchaser  of  laad 
from  Fndians,  resolve  itself  into  the  hard  eliaracter  of 
speculator  ami  monopolizer,  and  make  "  merchandise  ** 
out  uf  God's  first  and  greatest  gifl  to  man  f 

The  cession  clause,  Mr.  President,  to  which  !  nsw  pro- 
ceed, is  the  fwuKh  and  last  clause  in  the  bill.  Its  nature 
lus  been  explwned.  Hie  other  clauses  being  adopted, 
the  adoption  of  this  one  would  seem  a  matter  of  course^ 
It  could  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  up  offices  in  the 
old  districlft,  to  sell  the  miserable  refuse  which  would  re* 
main  unsold  for  a  year,  after  having  been  ofiereil  at  twen- 
ty-fire cents  per  acre.  The  expense  would  not  justify 
it.  The  only  question  wouhl  be  between  giyincr  them 
up  to  the  States  for  beneficial  purposes,  orstuTeriiig  them 
to  He  idle  for  hundreds  of  years,  under  the  barren  scep- 
tre of  the  Federal  (iovemmenL  That,  with  me,  would 
be  no  question  at  all.  The  States,  with  the  advantage  of 
local  knowledge,  and  near  superintendence,  could  make 
them  available  in  promotingeducation  and  improvingthe 
country :  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
would  be  a  harbor  for  wild  beasts,  and  nuissnces  to  the 
country  for  hundreds  of  years.  I  dwell  particularly,  Mr. 
Preudent,  on  this  idea.  These  refuse  lands  ate  the 
sotirces  of  ilisease  and  death.  I  have  in  my  hand  the 
statement  of  an  ufRcer  whose  habitual  correctness  is 
above  all  praise — a  gentleman  who  hides  superior  merit 
in  a  subordinate  station — onfe  who  takes  psina  to  conceal 
more  science  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance can  show—  I  speak  uf  Col.  HcRee,  Surveyor  Ge««- 
ral  in  Htveuri,  whose  report  uptm  tbe  inundated  lands 
of  Missouri  and  IllincMS  was  made  under  }*our  infrac- 
tions, and  printed  by  your  order — luve,  I  say,  his  state- 
ment in  my  hand,  which  shows  1096  ponds,  lakes, 
and  marshes  in  these  two  States,  on  an  area  of  four 
millions  of  acres,  or  the  one-twentieth  paK  of  their 
surface.  They  cover  several  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land.  The  most  of  them  bekny  to  the  Federal  Govem- 
ment.  Th^  are  niuiances  to  the  countiy,  wd  niusaneei 
which  the  local  authorities  have  not  the  means  to  abate. 
They  are  the  source  of  aickneas  and  death  to  the  neigh- 
boring inhabitants  t  even  to  those  who  have  bought  land 
from  the  owner  of  the  nuisance.  Many  such,  after  years 
of  contention  with  noxious  and  pestilential  air,  spendiog; 
tlieir  niomj,  and  losing  many  mciidwn  of  tmir  font- 
ily  in  the  rain  conflict,  have  been  compelled  to  nyite 
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tbsndoninp  their  poBsenions  wUliout  rent  or 
Sir,  I  <coiisi<ter  it  as  pUin  lanf^uaj^,  not  amount- 
ing to  metaphorictl,  to  call  these  1096  ponds,  lakes, 
iwunps,  and  msrsliea,  no  many  Federal  garrisons,  mnn- 
red  by  in'namerable  and  invisible  agents  of  destruction, 
in  the  shape  of  various  dlseabes,  for  the  extermination  of 
the  iidwbitants.  Hie  American  Bottom  is  tlie^cbief  seat  of 
these  1096  garrisons,  and  melancholy  is  the  havoc  which 
they  have  made  upon  it  Who  has  not  heard  or  read  of 
thtsincompaiable  and  unrivallefl  bottom,ca1Ied  by  pre-em- 
inence, American?  And  liowfaint  and  inadequate  is  tlie  con- 
ception whirh  any  description  can  give  to  those  who  have 
not  seen  ii!  Figure  to  yourself,  Mr.  President,  an  aUuvton 
bottom,  ninety  miles  long,  and  averaging  five  miles 
wide,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Misvssippi,  fortified  on 
the  other  by  a  lofty  rampart  of  limeatone  rock  \  divided 
and  subdivided  in  its  wliole  extent  Fnto  woodland  and 
prairie  ;  the  wood  filled  with  vines  and  wild  fruit ;  the 
prairies  covered  with  grass  and  flowers;  the  soil  rich, 
like  the  DeltJi  of  the  Nile,  and  too  loose,  too  light,  to 
hold  the  streams  of  water  whicli  gush  from  the  rampart 
of  rock,  or  &U  from  the  higli  country  above,  and  which 
aie  swallowed  ufi  in  their  vain  attempt  to  reach  the  river  ; 
Htualed  under  the  temperate  lalituije  of  37  and  36,  op- 
posite to  the  flourishing  market  town  of  St.  Louis,  and 
within  four  days  sail  of  New  Oilcans:  Figure  to  your- 
self these  objects,  and  you  then  have  an  outline  of  the 
American  Bottom,  which  your  own  rich  imagination  may 
fill  up,  in  its  happier  days,  with  fields  almost  black  with 
dark  green  com  ;  other  fields  yellow  with  ripening  wheat, 
barley,  rye,  and  oats,  reflecting  the  rays  of  a  brilliant 
Min  mm  their  level,  golden,  uuiform,  and  waving  sur- 
face t  wchards  loaded  wiih  young  fniit  (  vines  with 
grapes  t  vast  herds  of  cattle  wading  up  to  their  s-des  in 
the  UU  prairie  grass  I  and  all  this  in  an  atmosphere  fra- 
grant with  the  fresh  perfume  of  innumerable  flowers  and 
blossoms.  This  magnificent  bottom  was  the  first  abode 
of  the  French  in  Ihe  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Its  set- 
tkment,  by  the  fdlowers  of  Salle,  about  theyear  1680, 
was  eceral  with  tl)e  settlement  of  Philadilpirui.  Before 
the  peace  of  1763,  which  transferred  the  Canadas  and 
lUiiUMS  to  the  British  Crown,  it  was  the  seat  of  a  nume- 
rous population,  which  supplied  New  Orleans  with  pro- 
Ttsiona,  and  sent  three  companies  of  militia  to  assist  in 
the  destruction  of  Braddock,  it  fort  Uuquesne.  Kas 
kaikta  was  then  a  rich  and  flourishing  town  \  Cahokia, 
Pnurie  de  Roclier,  and  Prairie  de  Pont,  were  gay  and 
smiling  villages  ;  Fort  Chartres,  with  its  numerous  and 
brilliant  ganlson,  gave  security  la  the  inhabitants,  and 
imparted  lifie  and  anirAation  to  their  innocent  joys-  But, 
since  then,  how  changed  !  The  transfer  of  the  Illinois 
to  Oreat  Britain,  gave  Ihe  first  Wow  to  its  prosperity. 
Port  Chartres  lost  its  numerous  garrison.  Ttie  J<rsuits, 
who  had  a  college  at  Kaskaskia,  Ted  many  of  their  flock 
to  the  Spanish  «ide  of  the  river,  and  founded  St.  Louts 
and  Bte.  Genevieve.  The  expedition  of  General  Clark, 
■n  '78,  scared  off  others ;  and,  to  crown  all  these  causes 
of  emigration,  came  the  ordinance  of  1787,  fur  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Northwest  Territory,  ami  for  the  ex- 
cluMon  of  alavary  from  it.  The  French  are  attached, 
Mr.  President,  to  their  slaves.  I'liy  cull  tiiem  by  kind 
and  gentle  appellations^  "tnon  om/,"  "mon  enfant,** 
**  ma  JUk,"  are  not  unflwquent  terms  of  address  to  their 
"bond  men"  and  their  "bond  women."  The  fear  of 
liMing  this  species  of  property,  under  the  new  ordi- 
nance, gave  the  last  impulsion  to  tlie  emigrating  spiiit, 
and  Ihe  greater  part  of  the  remaining  sl«*  choIders  fol- 
lowed Iheir  countrymen  across  Ihe  Mississippi,  or  down 
it  to  New  Orteana.  At  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  as 
we  were  called,  upon  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  in 
1804,  the  popuUtion  wan  found  to  be  three-fourths  gone  ; 
and  at  Kasluskia,  Furt  Charires,  and  the  villages,  the 
traveller  was  astonished  at  the  sigtit  of  ruins  in  the  heart 


of  the  Vew  World.   But  the  boltotn  bad  too  many  sA- 
tractions  to  be*  overlooked  by  emigrants.    Qor  People 
began  to  settle  upon  it,  and  to  apply  their  energies  to  its 
cultivatinn ;  but  they  also  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
move.  The  pools  of  water,  formed  by  refluent  currems 
from  tlie  river,  or  by  rains  from  the  hills,  lias  taken 
possession  cf  the  low  part^  and  fbrmed  permanent 
lakes,  by  the  depout  of^  the  tenacious  clayey  sedimefit 
which  came  from  the  cultivated  lands.   Hie.  population 
was  too  weak  to  drain  them,  or  to  fence  wit  the  river  by 
levees,  at  tiie  low  places.    The  State  authorities  lacked 
the  poM'cr  or  the  means  to  do  it.    The  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  to  whom  all  these  nuisances  belonged,  like  n 
Irish  landlord,  living  in  London,  was  ignorant  of  tbcir 
existence.    The  very  water  whicli  forms  these  lakes  and 
poiids,  was  supposed  by  it  to  be  land,  and  is  offered 
for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dolbu*  twenty-five 
cents  the  superficial  acre.    1'he  consequence  is,  that  the 
American  Bottom  is  less  populotis  now  than  it -was  at  the 
period  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana;  less  so  than  it 
was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  years  ago,  and  becoming 
less  populous  every  year.    The  stagnant  waters  en- 
croach upon  the  People,  and  the  People  retire  from  be- 
fore them.    The  Federal  Government  owns  tliese  noi- 
sances,  and  will  neither  abate  them,  nor  f»mtribute  its 
proportion  among  other  landholders,  to  hare  them  abat- 
ed.   They  increase  in  size  and  number,  and  are  becom* 
iiig  the  lords  of  the  bottom :  birt  if  the  cession  clause  io 
my  bill  should  take  effecl,  the  clause  which  f  am  now 
pressing  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  this  tad  picture 
may  soon  be  reversed.    Tliese  nuisances,  and  their  prox- 
imate domain,  would  change  owners,  and,  in  the  change, 
they  would  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  thea)  aa 
they  deserve.    They  would  soon  cease  to  be  garriions, 
either  State  or  Federal,  metaphorical  or  real,  for  the  de- 
struction of  People's  lives.    Wise  laws  would  be  paased 
by  the  State  Legislature,  founded  in  local  knowledge, 
adapted  to  the  evil,  and  executed  by  peraons  interested 
in  their  success.    Ponds,  lakes,  and  swampa  would  di»- 
appear  ;  their  pestilential  'airs  would  vanisli  ;  bealih 
would  be  restored  to  the  American  Bottom  ;  and,  with 
it,  an  unalloyed  enjoyment  to  the  planter  and  fanner  of 
this  terrestrial  Paradise.    I  have  confined  wliat  I  have  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  subject  of  these  nutsances, 
to  the  American  Bottom  alone,  not  because  it  ia  tbeir  on- 
ly aeat,  but  because  {  wished  to  strike  the  imsiKinafion, 
and  fix  the  attention  with  one  eminent  example  of  this 
evil,  which  would  do  for  a  thousand  lesser  instancea. 
But  they  are  not  limited  to  that  bottom.    Tliese  bo»- 
sanccs  are  found  in  ample  number,  diSering  in  magni- 
tude, not  in  nature,  upon  the  niargins  of  all  the  caeek* 
and  rivers  in  all  the  Slates  and  Territnriea,  fnm  the 
Gulf  coast  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Flmda,  to  the 
Lake  shores  of  Indiana  and  Michigan.-    I'hey  extend 
from  Uetrmt  to  New  Orleans.  They  are  the  property  of 
the  Fedeml  Government,  and  e%'ery  where  they  are 
sources  of  disease.    Will  the  Federal  Government  hold 
on  10  them  for  ever  ?    Will  it  continue  to  wave  its  barren 
sceptre  over  pestilential  swamps  and  nursltes,  as  we-ll  as 
over  desert  prairies,  flinty  hills,  and  sterile  ridges  ? 

Mr.  B.  conc'udad  with  an  appeal  to  the  Senate.  He 
would  not  recapitulate  on  a  subject  on  which  be  bad 
spoken  fully  two  jcars  ago — again  at  the  commencmetil 
of  the  present  session — and  now,  for  the  third  tintc,  aiut 
extended  into  the  third  day.  He  made  an  appeal  to  tlie 
members  upon  the  sacred  nature  of  the  duty  which  the 
decision  of  this  bill  devolved  upon  them.  It  was  ■  loc^ 
subject,  vitally  interesting  to  seven  States  and  was  to  be 
decided  upon  by  a  National  Lepslature,  composed  of 
members  no  way  responsible  to  those  States.  Tlie  de- 
cision was  ill  the  luinds  of  Senators,  not  chosen  by  tbe 
States  interested,  not  amenable  to  them,  without  any  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  the  bill,  and,  by  posubiliiy,  labor- 
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iiw  under  the  delusive  belief  of  havinff  an  interfat  in  ils 
defeat.  Such  circumstancea put  humai\  nature  to  its  se- 
Tuvst  trial — they  put  our  form  of  government  lo  ils  «e- 
Tcrcst  trial— to  the  trial  at  whicli  evtry  confeileracy  has 
heretofore  failed — the  trial  whicli  aubjecis  the  local  rn- 
teiest  of  one  part,  and  a  weaker  part  of  the  confederacy, 
to  Uie  final  award  and  deciaion  of  the  other  part,  and  the 
•tronger  part.  Certainly  it  waa  inconsiderate,  it  was  iri* 
provident,  it  was  highly  unwise  in  these  seven  Slates,  to 
COOK  into  the  co;  federacy  befote  ihey  had  provided  for 
ibeir  own  ultimate  independence,  and  for  the  certain 
extinction,  within  some  reasonable  time,  of  the  Federal 
title  to  (he  lam)  witliln  their  limits.  Instead  of  binding 
tberoselres  never  to  interfere  with  the  printary  disposi- 
tion of  the  soil — never  to  lax  the  Federal  lands — lliey 
ought  to  have  iiade  tliese  restrictions  upon  their  sove- 
reignty  temporary  in  duration,  and  contingent  in  Bp* 
plication.  They  utight  to  have  submitted  to  these  re* 
uriclions  for  limited  periods  only,  and  to  have  reserved 
the  right  of  taxirsg  all  the  land  tliat  waa  not  sold  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  witich  times  should  have  been  Iixed  in  tike 
compacts.  No  one  can  tloubt  but  that  if  these  stipula- 
lions  bad  been  contended  for,  at  the  firsCadmisnon  of 
the  new  Slater  they  wouM  have  been  granted,  and  that 
the  periods  fixed  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  aove- 
icigii  rights  would  have  been  macli  shorttr  than  have 
elapaed  since  the  oldest  of  them  was  admitted.  But  the 
day  for  making  stipulations  has  gone  by  )  the  time  for 
supplicating  19  now  come-  The  compacts  are  niadc,  and 
so  mt  an  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  tlie  new 
Stales  is  concerned,  thry  are  capitulationt  without  terms— 
aubmiirions  wilbout  appeal— surrenders  at  discretion,  to 
the  win  of  Congress  !  They  can  only  appeal  to  your 
juoice,  and  that  appeal  is  now  made,  not  in  my  speech 
slone,  but  in  the  memorials  o^  Legislatures,  and  m  the 
pctitiou  of  individuals,  and  in  the  united  voices  of  seven- 
teen out  uf  eighteen  Senators,  that  yon  have  upon  this 
floor,  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  May  their  ap-: 
peal  nut  be  in  vain.  May  it  be  such  as  lo  prevent  them 
fron  ever  thinking  of  applying  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  the  seventh  cUuse  in  the  Ueclaialion  of 
Independence  against  the  King  of  Onat  Britain.  - 

TflVKSDAT,  Aran  1838. 
INTERNAL  IMPKOTEHENIS. 
On  nwilion  of  Mr.  SkUTH,  of  Maryknd,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  internal  improvement  was  again 
taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
175,000  dollarv  fur  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland 
Uoad  to  Zanesville,  observing  tliat  a  bill  for  tliii  pur{)ose 
had  passed  the  Senate  at  ai  early  period  of  the  session. 
His  motion  was  to  insert  the  bill  alluded  to,  instead  uf  the 
proririon  in  the  present  bill.  Mr.  B.  went  at  conudcra. 
fale  lei^tb  into  an  argument  against  the  principle  of  aU 
lowing  the  Executive  to  originate  bill^  taking,  thereby, 
its  l^itimate  powers  from  the  legisUtive  body.  He 
tltouglit,  on  such  subjects  as  that  now  before  the  Senate, 
in  {Mrticular,  the  le^lalure  ought  to  originate  bills.  He 
tbMigbt  the  evil  was  gaining  ground,  and  wished  to  slay 
its  courae.  The  question,  therefore,  which  his  motion 
would  propose,  would  be,  whether  the  legislative  or  P^- 
ccutive  discretion  should  be  exercised  in  originating  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARRIS,  the  motion  was  divided,  so 
w  to  take  the  question  first  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  SHITU,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  amen:lment. 
He  did  not  look  upon  this  as  an  Executive  measure.  I'he 
repauks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  ilid  not  apply  to 
this  IhII,  as  all  the  appropriations  had  been  sanctioned  by 
fbrmer  acts  of  Congress.  He  did  not  see  tbut  censure 
could  rest  any  where.  It  was  true  that  many  things  had 
been  put  into  the  bill  which  did  not  belong  tliere— such 


as  provisions  for  light-houses— yet  he  did  not  connder 
thut  it  displayed,  in  any  degree,  the  exercise  of  a  power 
to  originate  bills  on  the  partof  the  Executive.  UeduniU 
vote  against  striking  out. 

Mr.  HcLANB  dissented  from  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
BENTON.  He  presumed  the  subject  of  the  Cumber- 
land Itoi^  had  been  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  and  that  this  part  of  the  hilt  had  not 
originated  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means.  H« 
thought  there  could  not  well  be  any  difference  between 
the  views  of  the  Department  and  those  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  as  they  had  Uie  same  object  in  view. 

Mr.  BEN't'ON  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the  Depm- 
ment  and  himself  htld.  in  all  respects,  the  same  views  of 
the  subject.  He  eertiunly  agreed  in  an  issue  to  extend 
the  road  to  Zanesville.  It  had  been  proposed,  h«  said, 
at  a  very  early  period,  in  a  report  made  by  Mr.  JefTeiaon, 
to  extend  the  ro-d  to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  Mis- 
souri ;  but  he  had  reason  to  believe  tliat,  as  the  line  of 
the  mad  had  not  yet  been  indicated,  it  waa  intended  to 
ilivert  it  fi-om  the  course  originally  laid  out  The  people 
of  Missouri  and  lUinora  were  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
route  which  the  road  was  to  take,  in  order  to  lay  out 
their  fiirms  aecordinjriy  t  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
he  had  framed  the  bill  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which 
passed  the  Senate.  The  people  of  Kentucky  and  Ala- 
bama had  no  reason  to  doubt  his  friendly  disposition.  He 
was  willing  lo  advocate  roads  through  their  Statea,  but 
he  wished  also  to  save  Iiis  own.  He,  therefore,  had  pro- 
pose<l  this  amendment. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

The  question  on  striking  out  being  then  taken,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINtJ  thought  it  unneccssarj;  to  insert  Uie  bill 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  as  the  bill 
passed  in  the  Senate,  at  an  eariy  period  of  the  seaaion, 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Representatives  *n<l  l>"d 
been  acted  upon  there.  By  not  inaerting  the  bill  now 
proposed,  tha  objection  would  be  got  rid  of,  that  this 
bill  was  encumbered  with  objects  which  ouglit  not  to  be 
inserted  in  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RUGGliBS  said,  that  he  should  regret  having 
voted  in  favor  of  striking  out,  if  the  motion  to  insert  was 
abandoited.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  motion  to  insert 
woukl  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  did  not  think  thU  amendment  woukt 
come  under  the  general  objection  of  mixing  up  inuin* 
gruous  nutters  in  an  appropriation  bill.  It  was  not  im- 
proper, in  makin|;  an  appropriation,  to  state  for  what  It 
was  made  i  and  in  this  alone  did  the  amendment,  now 
proposed,  differ  from  the  (irovinon  in  the  bill  bcfbre  tha 
Senate. 

Mr.  PARRIS  thouglit  the  adoption  v/S  Ihtt  motion 
might  possibly  produce  an  awkward  state  of  aflfaira.  If 
the  House  wereto  take  up  the  bill  passed  in  the  Senate* 
and  pass  it,  there  would  be  two  appropriations  made 
for  the  same  object.  There  were  ntuny  poitionsof  tha 
bill  which  he  was  in  favor  of;  but  he  liad  been  opposed 
to  that  for  the  Cumberland  Itoad  from  the  commence- 
ment He,  therefore,  wished  that  it  might  be  separated 
from  Uiis  bill,  because  he  wishe<l  to  ^ve  fail  vote  on  it 
separately.  He  thouglit  it  ought  to  stand  on  its  own 
ground  t  and.  as  it  would  be  puied  in  the  other  Uouie, 
he  tiiought  there  Was  no  necessity  of  ionerting  it  in  tbia 
bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  it  was  to  remove  that  em- 
barrassment -of  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had 
spoken,  tliat  he  introduced  the  hill  which  was  now  before 
the  House  of  Representatives.  As  the  season  was  now 
far  advanced,  he  Waa  aiiwous  tliat  this  q>proprtatioii 
shoultl  be  made  at  once  t  and  if  the  road  to  the  capi'  ai 
of  MiKouri  could  not  be  located,  he  was  aiunous  that  the 
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fo»A  to  Kmesville  ihould  ht  completed  t  and*  although 
It  was  against  his  pvinciplea  to  vote  for  a  bill  composed 
«f  incsngnioHs  materials,  in  this  case  he  was  forced  to 
ttn  it. 

Mr.  TAZEWKLL  asked  whether  this  nroposHion  was 
h)  order,  lie  bupposed  that  a  bill  that  had  been  acted 
apon  and  disposed  of|  could  not  be  neled  upon  again 
dining  the  same  sesrion.  If  (he  bill  had  been  rejected, 
hcouUnothavebeenbrouglitflmvardagain.  Rethought 
a  b'dl  as  much  out  of  reach  of  the  Senate,  when  it  had 
been  passed  snd  gone  to  the  other  House,  as  though  it 
had  been  rejected.  He  rose  to  ask  the  queslioni  whether 
rt  was  in  onfer  to  propose  titis  bill  as  an  amendment. 

Hie  CHAIR  said  that  the  prayotition  was  in  order ;  as 
there  was  a  distinction  between  scting  upon  an  original 
bill  which  had  been  disposed  o',  and  an  amendment  pro- 
fioeed  to  another  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  inserting  the  bill  in 
rchiion  to  ihe  Cumberland  Road,  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
BENTON,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  the  motion  was  rejected — ayes  18,  noes  23. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Seitate ;  and  the 
amendment  adopted  yesterday  in  Committee  of '.he  Whole, 
(o  restrict  the  survej-s  of  internal  improvements  to  those 
objects  afready  commenced,  being  proposed  for  confirm- 
ation— 

Mr.  KAN£  opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable 
length,  and  replied  to  the  arguments  uf  Mr.  McLANE. 
of  yesterday.  He  inquired  ot  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
how  long  it  would  require  to  finish  the  works  siready 
eommencedt  *nd  what  amount  woukl  be  required  to  de- 
frvf  the  expenses  of  those  objects  ? 

Mr.HBlfDRICKS  followed,  in  oppontion  to  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  looked  upon  as  a  step  towatda  the  aban- 
donment of  the  whole  system  of  interml  impmveqient. 

Mr.  HAYNR  exphuned  some  of  his  remarks,  made  yes. 
terday,  which  liad  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  HBNDIIICKS. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lonuriana,  want  into  an  examina- 
Oon,  at  great  length,  of  the  surveys  already  made  under 
the  act  of  1824,  and  suppmied  the  opinion,  formerly  ex- 
pressed by  bim,  that  they  were  all  works  of  a  national 
character. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Man-land,  in  reply  to  the  inqniries  of 
Mr.  KANE,  observed  that  the  Committee  on  Flnancehad 
no  information  as  to  the  amount  <rf  expense  required  to 
fimsh  the  surveys  alrvady  commenced.  Or  the  timte  which 
thdr  completion  would  take.  F^om  an  examination  of 
the  documents,  he  should  be  led  to  the  conehi^on  that  a 
surplus  would  remain  out  of  the  5X>fiOO  dollan,  after  the 
completion  of  those  surveys. 

Utt.  NOBLB  spoke  at  great  lengtti  in  oppowlion  to 
tfie  amendment^  and  witii  great  severity  of  persons  who 
had  chanMd  their  coune  on  this  subject^  and  maintamed 
(he  partial  and  ui^ust  influence  which  arreitmg  the  aur- 
vm  at  this  period  would  have  upon  the  Western  States. 

ifr  KANE  made  some  fiinber  remarlTs,  and  observed 
Oat;  if  ttttr  sappoaition  of  the  gentleman  Rwn  Miryland 
was  eorreict,  he  was  still  more  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  Was  not  custonwi'y  to  make  appropriations 
largerthan  ibe  ol^t  to  be  elfeetetl  by  them  required. 

K*.  BAItTOfV  etpbuned  the  grounds  oa  which  be 
rihoald  vote  sganwt  the  amendraent. 

M>.  BKANCH  said  «  few  wonla. 

The  ^estion  bdiv  then  taken  on  the  amenilment,  it 
vai  decided  inrthe  affirmative,  by  the  foHowinf;  vote  : 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
DickenRm,  Baron,  Ellis  F«Mrt,  Hayne,  King,  McKinley, 
IteLime.  Macon,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith, 
.oTSOUth  CatOlhi^  Tkxewel^  Tyler,  Van  Biiren,  White, 
"WSSSamSt  Woodbury.— 34. 

NAYS. — Mteam.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  BCll,  Ben- 
ton, Booflgny,  Chaae,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of 
Jwurton,  oCLouistina,  Kane,  Knight,  Marks, 


Noble,  RobbioK,  Uuggles,  Seymour,  Silsbe'e,  Smith,  of 
Mainland,  Thomas,  Webster,  WlHey.— 23. 

liie  VICE  PRKSIDENT  rose,  and  said  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  considered  assumption  in  tlte  Chair  to  oflirr 
an  explanation  to  the  Senate  of  the  (ground  on  which  the 
casting  vote  Iwd  been  given  on  this  question  yesterday. 
As  the  Chair  understood  his  motives  had  been  called  la 
question,  it  seemed  necessary  to  explain  them,  and  to 
shew  that  the  Chair  had,  in  giving  that  casting  vole^ 
abandoned  no  opinions  formeriy  entertained.  Frwn 
beginning,  the  Chair  had  been  of  opinion  that  tlus  ry*- 
tem  was  subject  to  great  difficulties,  which  might  even- 
lualty  run  it  down  ;  that  it  might  be  diverted  from  mtioo- 
al  to  local  objects ;  and  that  it  might  be  made  sabscf  vieilt 
to  political  combinations.  The  Chair  does  not  pretend 
to  assert  that  the  system  has  been  misdirected,  orthat  the 
powers  delegated  bf  the  law  have  been  abused.  Bat  it 
was  always  tlie  opinion  of  the  Chair,  that  such  resulti 
sliould  be  guarded  againsr.  It  was  the  f(»tune  erf* the  in- 
dividual who  now  fills  the  Chair,  at  a  former  period  to 
preude  over  the  War  Department  when  this  subject  was 
agitated,  and,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  tnc  other 
House,  he  had  drawn  up  a  project,  which  was  stdmiitted 
tvithe  President  of  the  United  States,  and  commumcsded 
by  him  to  Congress  in  the  ycur  1824.  In  that  document, 
the  opinions  of  the  Chaii'  upon  the  powers  of  Congiem 
were  fully  stated.  He  had  always  acted  upon  the  priw- 
ciple  that  Congress  ought  to  have  the  control  orer  the 
whole  subject  t  tlia^  the  responsibility  was  too  great  to 
be  repo^  In  one  individual ;  and  that  spedfic  appro> 
nriations  ought  to  be  made  to  caTiv  on  the  varioiu  ob- 
jects of  the  system.  These  were  always  the  opituons  of 
the  humble  individual  who  now  fiUs  the  Chair.  Whiles 
member  of  the  other  House,  at  an  early  period,  he  bad 
contended  for  the  specific  appropriation'  of  money  to  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement.  The  castiii|^  vote  gnvea 
yesterday  had  been  dictated  by  those  princinles.  The 
VicB  Pbesidivt  remarked  that  allunons  had  oeen  nmde 
to  a  casting  vote  ^ven  by  htm^  two  years  since,  om  tbe 
bill  making  appropriations  foe  a  canal  in  nnnois.  That 
vote  had  been  a  silent  one,  and  he  now  took  occasion  lo 
explain  it  The  Chair  then  applied  to  the  two  9en»tar^ 
and  remarked  to  them,  that,  from  the  claccnesa  of  the 
previous  votes,  il  was  not  improbable  that  a  casting  Tate 
miglit  occur,  and  that,  unless  the  bill  was  amended,  tbe 
vote  of  the  Chair  must  be  against  it.  The  lull  ■ptv^nmeA 
to  set  aside  a  portion  of  land  fw  the  coratnietion  of  dse 
canal.  The  Choir  considered  the  public  knda  the  pro- 
perty of  the  GoTcrnment,  and  lo  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benaifit ;  and  that  if  a  canal  a'ere  to  be  provided 
fur  out  of  those  common  fbnds,  it  ought  to  be  tnl  free  lo 
Ihe  People  of  the  United  States.  The  Senators  from  Il- 
linois did  not  consider  themselves  autborise^  by  Uie 
wishes  of  their  consUtuHits,  toofTer  an  amendmmt  to  Ibe 
bill,  and  the  Chair  voted  against  tt.  The  opinion  of  Ihe 
Chair  still  remains  unaltered.  He  had  never  seen  enj 
ground  for  any  other  decision.  Be  could  not  see  the 
jostice  of  giving  a  ft^e  passage  through  that  canal  to  the 
people  of  Illinois,  aOd,  at  the  same  time,  <tf  levying  a  taoc 
on  tlic  people  of  Hissouri  and  Missiaippi,  mo  wen  as 
much  interested  in  the  work  as  the  citizens  of  IIUihm& 
The  Choir  said,  in  eoncl1laiol^  that  be  hoped  to  be  ex- 
cused by  the  Senate  for  this  explanation.  He  bad  oHrayi 
been  free  to  declare  his  sentiments  and  motives,  ond  on 
no  occasion  had  he  endeavored  to  conceal  them.  If,  said 
he,  I  know  myself,  I  have  never  been  guilty  of  Midi  con- 
duct, and  have  been  above  concealing  my  <^iniona  on  eU 
public  measures. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  be  understood  the  Ch^  to  al- 
lude to  the  rcmarka  of  certain  of  the  SenatMS  who  kad 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  this  Mbject.  Par  his  own 
part,  he  should  be  willing  that  the  Chair  should  deri|pnite 
the  individuals.' 
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[Sevcnl  Toieeft  here  joined  in  a  cull  to  dirder.]  ^ 
VICE  PRESIDENT  rose,  and  said,  that  he  did 
undmtatid  both  of  the  Senators  fr6m  Indiana  to  allude 
to  an  ahandonment  of  the  system  ol  internal  improve- 
tnciit,  and  to  a  desertion  by  the  Chair  of  the  principles 
which  he  had  formerly  avowed. 

Mr.  NOBLE  rose  again;  and  several  viHces  called  to 
order.  He  and  that  he  wished  to  explain.  GentlcineD 
in%bt  call  to  order  as  much  aa  the>  please — 

He  was  here  gmng  on»  bat  the  CHAIR  interposed,  ob- 
serving that  there  was  no  question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  he  understood  that  there  bad  been 
no  question  before  the  Senate  when  the  President  ad- 
dresaed  the  body,  and  K  appeared  to  hitn  that  the  Chair 
bad  addreaaed  himself. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  called  Mr.  NOBLE  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  there  was  no  question  before  the  Se- 
nate.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  NOBLE  observed,  that,  if  he  must  nt  down,  he 
wnold  submit  ;  and  then  took  hia  seat 

On  the  amendment  offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  Mr.  BENTON,  to  strike  out  the  pruviwon  ft>r  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  Mr.  KUGGLES  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Some  fijriber  conversation  took  place  on  Ihisquestion, 
betveen  Messrs.  EATON,  RUGGLES,  SMITH,  of  Mary- 
land, CHANDLEU,  FOOT,  HAIUtlSON.TAZBWULL, 
«id  WEBSTER ;  when,  the  vote  being  taken^  it  was 
<lec>ded  in  the  negative— 17  to  30. 

FaipAT,  April  11.  182S. 

OFVICE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL. 
Mr.  HARRfSUN  moved  to  take  u\i  the  rcpoK  on  the 
teaolution  formerly  passed  in  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
abolishing  tlie  ofBce     Miijor  General  of  the  Amyt  which 
was  agreed  tot 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
M  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  not"— in  effect  to  support  the 
resolution,  and  to  abolish  the  office.  H«  alao  moved  to 
Kcommit  tlie  resolution,  with  orders  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Major  General.  Mr.  0.  supported 
(ke  motion  by  a  few  rebiarks,  in  which  he  repeated  l)is 
conviction  that  the  office  was  unnecessaiy,  and  that  its 
dwKtion  would  be  a  saving  to  the  country. 

Mr,  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment oflTertd  by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  and  ai^ed  at  aome 
length  on  the  necessity  of  a  military  head. 

Mr.  HARRISON  gave  a  history  of  the  office  in  tliis 
country,  and  bupported  its  necessity  for  the  safety  and 
complete  organization  of  the  Army. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Harylaml,  and  RATON  expressed 
theanselves  at  length  in  favor  uf  Mr.  CHANDLEK'S 
amendment. 

Ur.  BARNARD  expressed  himself  at  large  againtt  the 
HDendment,  and  maintaininit  that  the  ufRce  Major  Ge- 
neral was  absohitely  necessary  for  the  well-being  <^  our 
■nilitsry  esUblishment. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  and  CHANDLER  re- 
pHed  briefly  to  Mr.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  NOBLE  supported  the  amendment,  diiefly  on  the 
ground  that  the  office  of  Major  General  was  a  sinecure 

Mr.  BARNARD  repfied  to  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
SMITH,  of  MaryUnd,  and  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said  that  this  question  hofl  been 
one  on  which  he  had  felt  coniidemble  doubt,  not  being 
a  nulitsry  man.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Chabd- 
u»]  deserved  great  credit  for  the  vigilance  with  which 
he  detected,  and  the  spirit  with  which  he  opposed,  any 
expenditure  which  was  ncA  required  by  the  wants  of  the 
uuMtry.  And  if  he[Mr.  V.  B.]  thouglit  the  office  un- 
necessary, he  would  juin  him  with  pleasure.  He  had 
come  to  ibe  Senate  with  doubts  as  to  the  cuunie  which 
be  sbouU  take  {  but  the  view  which  the  gentleman  from 


Pennsylvania  liad  taken,  bad  convinced  him  .that  the  of- 
fice couhl  not  safely  be  abolished.  AllhodHi  his  im- 
pression had  been  that  he  should  vote  for  abdishtng  the 
office,  his  opinion  had  been  so  completely  changed  by 
the  argumenU  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he 
should  give  his  vote  against  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  question 
waa  then  'taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  report, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

.  T^e  question  being  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re-' 
port  of  tbe  Military  Committee,  that  it  inexpedient  (o 
abolish  the  office  of  Major  General  of  the  Army,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  unfinished  buMness  of  yesterday,  being  the  bHl 
making  appropriations  for  internal  improvement,  was  tbeo 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the  Senate: 
He  said,  as  the  amendments  were  now  disposed  o^  his 
intention  was  to  offer  his  objections  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  he  had  yet  to  learn  by  what  delegated  power  thia 
Senate  could  sustun  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  He  was  aware  of  Ine  disddvantagea  under  which 
he  should  have  to  approach  thin  important  question.  He 
had  been  warned,  anil  perhaps  correctly,  that  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  would  avail  nothing,  because,  it  was  said, 
a  majority  uf  the  Senate  were  in  fitvor  of  it.  This,  to  be 
snre,  was  not  very  flattering  to  his  purpose.  But  he  deem* 
cd  it  incorrect  to  yield  up  principles,  implicitly  and  silent- 
ly,  to  majorities.  It  would,  however,  bv  nu  means,  be 
iinrair  or  disrespectful  to  inquire  upon  what  ground  this 
majority  arrived  ut  their  conclunion.  Nor  was  this  the 
Rent  time  he  had  ventured  to  oppose  his  humble  opinion 
to  that  of  a  supposed  majority.  And  as  his  cause  was 
that'of  the  Constitution  and  of  hia  country,  he  would  not 
shrink  fVom  his  duly,  although  it  should  prove  unavailing, 
in  doing  so,  he  had  the  conaolation  to  know  he  had  no 
confessions  to  make,  nor  rctractitms  to  offer.  He  hi^ 
long  since  formed  his  opinions  upon  this  subject ;  since 
wbcn  he  had  given  his  adhesion  to  the  polical  creed  of 
no  man  who  in;(inlained  this  ruinous  doctrine,  but  had  in- 
variably pui-sued  tlie  even  lenorof  hia  own  wav.  Not  be- 
cause he  conceived  his  own  opinions  to  be  infallible,  nor 
from  a  want  of  due  respect  to  the  opinions  of  others,  but 
because  their  arj^ments  were  unfounded. 

He  intended  to  confine  his  remarks  to  a  few  promiiicDt 
points.  To  the  extravagiint  length  to  which  th.B  system 
already  liud,  and  must  continue  to  lead  us ;  to  the  great 
inequality  and  injustice  of  its  practical  upcraUons  in  the 
difTcrcni  bcctions  of  the  Union  ;  and  to  the  Hagraut  out- 
rage it  offered  lo  the  Constitution,  by  violating  its  funda- 
mental principles. 

For  the  first  Uiirty  years  after  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, economy,  .ind  a  sacretl  observance  of  that  instru- 
ment, were  regarded  as  cardinal  virtues  in  a  statesman. 
One  administratinn  had  been  pulled  down,  and  another 
erected  upon  its  ruins,  because  it  was  supp(»cd  economy 
liad  been  overlooked,  and  the  Constitution  violated  by 
the  former.  Those  timeii  lia%-e  passed  away.  Economy 
is  now  parsimony,  and  a  regmra  for  the  Coostitution  is  a 
want  of  patrioti-^m. 

As  an  evidence  of  (he  extravagance  to  which  we  were 
running,  ttie  dooiiment  No.  172,  would  exhibit  a  speci- 
men of  no  ordinary' cliantclcr..  It,  contained  an  official 
l  epert  uf  sixiyruine  distinct  surveys  of  road^  of  canals,  of 
rivers,  of  creeks,  and  of  liarbors. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  quoted  from  tlie  document  the  list  of  the 
survtys,  69  in  number,  to  which  lie  had  refenwl.^ 

He  could  not  uuk  the  Senate  to  hear  his  remarks  on  all 
these  surveys,  howevt  r  important  they  might  be,  but 
would  invite  their  attention  to  some  of  ihe  most  prom^ 
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nent  objects  ;  amongf  which  was  the  "  Survey  of  a  route 
for  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Giitf  of  Mexico." 

This  canal  woulil  probably  be  one  of  the  most  unpro- 
fitable and  expensive  works  contemplated  in  that  report. 
Ifexecuted  in  a  style  to  render  it  efficient  for  ship  navi- 
gation, for  which  it  w<iS  intended,  it  would  cost  the  Unit- 
ed States  950,000,000,  and  when  completed  would  not 
last  a  fortnight.  1'he  a^me  current  and  counter  current 
that  formed  Cape  Florida,  originally,  would  overwhelm  it 
•the  first  gale  that  blew.  Besides,  the  most  experienced 
mariners  that  frequent  Uiat  coast,  have  pronounced  it  ut- 
tirly  impracttcable  to  approach  it,  surrounded  as  it  is 
with  sana  banks  that  shift  with  every  tide. 

The  road  from  the  western  boundary  of  Missouri  to  the 
confines  of  Mexico — a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
and  must  be  constructed  at  an  expense  to  this  Govern- 
ment of  not  less  than  $  5.000,000— may  be  useful  to  a  few 
wandering  traders,  but  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  it  to  be 
a  governmental  object,  as  regards  Ibe  policy  and  safety 
of  the  United  States.  Border  wars  are  always  more  de- 
structive, and  more  bloody,  and  excite  more  hostility  and 
vengeance,  from  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  proximity 
of  the  parties,  than  any  other  wars  among  nstions.  All 
other  bonlering  nations  guard  against  such  consequences. 
But  it  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  pave 
tlie  way  to  our  neigfabwing  nations  if  they  should  choose 
to  make  Inroads  upon  our  frontiers. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  sixty*nine  plans  and  sur- 
veys Mr.  S.  said  he  had  collected  from  the  documents 
recently  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  thirty-eight 
other  reports,  and  bills  making  appropriations  for  ro(id% 
for  private  turnpike  companies,  for  canalu,  for  harbors, 
for  break-waters,  for  pien-,  for  sea-walla,  for  artificial  har- 
bors, for  removing  obB>ruciioii8  from  rivers,  for  removing 
obslructiona  from  creeks,  for  chariiable  institutions,  for 
colleges,  for  schools,  ami  for  the  public  bounty  to  as 
many  private  citizens  of  the  West  as  choose  to  ask  for  it. 
All  cf  which  are  disclosed  in  llie  following  table :  [Here 
Mr.  S.  quoted  from  the  reports.] 

Whai,  he  would  ask,  has  Congress  to  do  with  ihe 
Milesburg  and  Smith  Port  turnpike  road  *  Or  with  the 
Washington  and  Frederick  Turnpike  Company'  Or  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road  >  Do  not  the  reports 
and  surveys  before  us  display  an  ample  field  fur  govern- 
mental patronage,  without  taking  charge  of  the  concerns 
of  every  corporation  *  These  are  the  property  of  private 
ailventuvers,  *ho  call  upon  yi,u  for  ap[iropriaiions  from 
the  public  treasury  to  assist  in  advancmg  their  private 
fortunes,  f  10,000  of  the  Ix^t  year's  appropriation  was 
expended  in  surveying  the  route  fbr  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Kul-road,  and  more  ia  asked  for  in  the  bill  before 
the  Senate,  for  the  same  purpose.  And  its  first  fruits 
were  an  inordinate  speculation  in  selling  out  the  shnres  { 
some  of  whicli  were  sold  as  high  as  seventeen  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  paid  in.  You  are  to  sur\'ey 
this  road,  and  become  identified  with  the  company,  and 
sliould  that  fail,  or  find  it  a  losing  business,  the  rmd  can 
be  turned  over  to  the  Government  to  finisli.  There  was 
another  road  in  which  the  United  States  hail  as  little  in- 
terest as  they  had  in  the  Daltimore  Itail-road.  It  was  a 
magnificeiit  road  from  the  city  of  Wushington  to  Buffalo, 
on  Lake  Erie.  A  road  five  hundred  miles  hi  length,  to 
be  eighty  feet  wide,  treej  grubbed  out,  and  paved  with 
metal,  the  style  of  all  your  roads,  and  to  cost  the  jGovern 
ment  1 6,000,000,  at  the  least  calculation.  And  when 
done  can  only  accommodate  n  few  members  of  Congress 
and  other  persons  visiting*  Wasliington.  There  is  a  road 
from  Zanrsville,  in  Ohio,  to  Plorei.ce,  in  Alabama,  ano- 
ther magnificent  work,  four  hundred  milea  long,  and  to 
be  finished  in  national  bwte,  and  which  will  cost  you  anu- 
tlier  $  5,000,000. 

Break-watery  sea-walla,  and  artificial  harbors,  are  be- 
coming fiwhioimble.   Forthe  Dclavwe  break-water  you 


have  just  appropriated  !■  2,326,627.  The  comn>erce_of 
Philadelphia,  broken  down  by  the  manufacturing  mania, 
must  be  revived,  and  this  is  an  effort,  at  the  ezpeiue  of 
the  public  treasury,  to  do  so  ;  and  which,  according  to 
every  experience  upon  pubUe  worXs,  will  cost  yoa 
$  5,000,000  before  it  is  finished.  It  is  said  this  will  be  a 
place  of  protection  to  disiresscd  marinen^  and  especially 
to  those  from  the  Suuth.  If  the  object  is  protection  to 
southern  mariners,  why  place  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
kware  Bay?  There  was  no  phui  or  estimate  fwr  any  Ouog 
of  thu  character,  for  the  protection  of  distressed  marincn 
from  the  capes  of  Delaware,  in  the  North,  tu  tbe  mouUi 
of  the  Sabine,  in  the  South,  a  dangerous  coast  of  oioce 
than  two  thousand  miles  long.  There  the  distressed  ma- 
riners are  left  to  buffet  the  waves. 

You  are  also  asked,  by  a  few  fishermen  who  had  settled 
on  Nantucket  Island,  to  construct  an  artificial  harbor  for 
their  special  accommotbtion,  although  they  have  Boston 
almost  in  sight,  on  one  ude,  and  Martlia'a  Vtnqranl  oo 
the  other  :  two  excellent  harbors.  Among  the  reasons 
assigned  for  this  very  expensive  work,  is  a  cogent  one  by 
the  distinguished  engineer  who  made  tbe  survey,  lie 
saj  s;  for  want  of  such  an  harbor,  they  frequently  lose  fa- 
vorable periods  for  making  the  voy^e  round  Cape  Horn. 
Nantucket  lies  in  about  4^  North,  ami  Cape  Horn  in  50^ 
South,  seven  thousand  milea  distant,  across  the  tropica  ; 
where  they  meet  every  wind  that  blowi*,  and  are  (mvea 
to  every  point  of  the  compass.  Where  vesseb  are  oae 
while  becalmed,  and  the  next  h<nir  in  a  hurricane.  An 
artificial  harbor,  however,  at  Nantucket  is  to  overcooN 
all  these  obstacles.  Can  any  thing  be  more  prepoater- 
ous  ?  Yet  this  is  the  opinion  of  an  engineer  of  boasted 
science.  Mr.  S.  observed,  were  he  of  the  break-wtiter 
school,  lie  should  deem  it  equally  justifiable  to  constmcl 
artificial  islands  on  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland* 
for  our  fishermen  to  dry  their  fisli  on,  as,  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  between  the  United  SUtes  and  Great  BriUtn,  they 
must  abandon  the  native  islands  tlicy  use  fortlut  pur- 

Eose,  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  evenL  One  would 
c  quite  as  just  as  tlie  other,  and  equally  constitutional. 
So  yielding  has  Congress  been  (o  these  applicaiioes 
that  the  State  of  lllinoia  asks  fur.tbirty  tbousaod  acrea  of 
land,  not  only  to  clear  out  her  small  creeks,  hut  to  de- 
frny  the  ordinary  expense  of  building  a  penitentiary,  the 
common  jail  fur  the  use  of  the  S^te. 

The  Legislature  of  Indiana, .  not  content  with  near  oae 
million  ot  acres  of  public  land,  given  to  that  State  during 
the  last  sesuon,  for  her  'own  roads  and  canals,  now  asks 
for  hnds  cnoi^  to  make  a  permanent  rouli  brii%civ 
causeways,  &c.  through  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Hiaaouri.  A  road  through  fbur  different 
States,  to  cost  this  Government  }  8,000,000,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Indiana,  that  asks,  at  the  same  time,  through  ano- 
iher  legislative  memorial,  for  the  speedy  extenuon  of  ibe 
great  Cuinberland  Road,  througii  tliat  Stale  also,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  emigration,  that  the  populatioa 
of  the  State  may  be  Increased  !  We  should  Uuuk  thia 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  unlimited  and  gross  extrava- 
gance to  which  this  system  is  approximating  with  rapid* 
ity.  What  motive  can  the  Government  of  the  Uottcd 
States  have  for  increasing  the  population  of  Indiana,  more 
than  that  of  any  other  Slate  f  You  are  called  upon  to 
beat  up  fur  volunteers,  at  a  most  exorbitant  bounty,  to  go 
to  Indiana  to  increase  her  population,  and  thereby  in-> 
crease  her  census  tu  give  her  more  weight  in  this  Go> 
vernmeiit,  or  it  will  be  deemed  illibeial  and  unjust  I 

The  General  Government,  in  disposing  of  tlie  pubCc 
land^  in  the  Western  Statts,  gave  as  an  appendage  to 
eacii  township,  the  central  section  fbr  the  use  of  schools, 
tu  wliicii  the  ciiildret)  of  indigent  parents  Could  have  an 
easy  access,  u  itbuut  the  expeiUK  of  boarding  abroad.  A 
plan  boirowcd  from  tlie  New  EnglaDd  States,  where  it 
has  lung  manifcbted  ila  beneficial  eliecu  upon  the  pootcr 
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chaan  of  the  community.  Two  ynn  ago  the  State  of 
Obi<^  with  great  difficiiUy,  ubtaint-d  a  law  of  Congreis  to 
enable  that  Slate  to  sel)  these  central  aeetiorts,  and  place 
the  proceeds  in  their  banks  ;  by  which  the  genopoua 
boanty  of  this  Government  has  been  prostituted  to  the 
Tile  purposes  of  fraud  and  speculation,  in  propping  up 
their  tottering  and  insolvent  banks  And,  in  addition  to 
t*o  millions  of  acres  which  she  now  aslcs  for  roads,  for 
canals,  for  harlKws,  for  rivers,  fat  creek^  for  bridges^  for 
coOepes,  and  for  squatters,  that  State  unblusliingly  asks 
fcr  bfge  quantities  of  other  lands  for  the'  use  of  common 
schools. 

Mr.  S>  said,  a  beantiful  drawing  ofa  road  from  the  city 
of  New  York  to  the  city  of  Albany,  a  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles,  had  made  its  appearance.  It  was 
^fficnh  to  derise  what  was  the  object  of  this  nad,  be- 
cause  sne  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the  worid  leads  directly 
(mm  one  city  to  the  other  i  and  more  than  ten  steam- 
boats ply  between  the  two  everj-  day,  carrying  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand  passengers  coch.  Berides,  the 
whole  river,  from  one  city  to  the  other,  is  constantly 
whitened  wiih  snil-boats.  And  tf  there  be  any  one  route, 
of  the  same  distance,  in  the  world,  thtit  excels  all  others 
for  an  easy,  secure,  certain,  cheap,  and  speedy  passage, 
it  is  to  be  found  on  that  majestic  river  between  New  York 
and  Albany.  To  execute  this  road  in  a  suitable  tuste  for 
that  region,  if  compared  with  the  cort  of  other  roads  con- 
stnicted  by  the  United  States,  wilt  amount  to  ^3,000,000. 

At  a  specimen  of  government  economy,  the  Engineer 
had  nuule  eight  separate  surveys  to  abcertain  the  proper 
route  for  a  road  whereon  to  transport  the  mail  from 
Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  \  the  constructing  of  which, 
u  regarded  the  transportation  of  the  mwl,  would  pro- 
duce to  the  United  States  a  constderable  loss.  This  was 
demonstrable  from  existing  facts,  and  a  comparison  with 
other  roads.  From  Philadelphia  to  New  York  was  96 
niles,  on  a  good  turnpike  road.  The  mail  ts  transported 
duly  between  the  two  for  13,400  dollars.  From  Dalti- 
more  to  Philadelphia  is  also  96  miles,  on  a  road  construct- 
ed and  kept  up  by  the  People,  who  understand  their 
trae  interest  better  than  Congress,  with  all  its  train  of 
Engioeer^  and  the  mail  is  also  transported  daily  between 
titete  two  cities,  and  an  additional  mail  transported  daily 
from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  during  the  sesMon  of 
Congresa,  all  for  13,735  doUara.  So  that  the  mad  is 
transported  from  Haltimore  to  Philadelpliia,  on  s  country 
road,  for  a  less  sum  than  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York, 
on  a  turnpike  road,  if  we  take  into  consideration  the 
chancier  of  this  road,  its  bridges,  and  eapeciallr  the  one 
Over  the  Susquehanna,  more  than  a  mile  wide,  its  width, 
its  ornaments,  and  its  fripperies,  we  cannot  estimate  the 
cost  at  less  than  $1,500,000,  the  interest  of  which,  at 
sx  percent  will  amount  to  90,000  dollars  per  annum. 
Then,  taking  these  plain  facta  together,  they  will  give 
you  this  result :  By  adding  13,735  dollars,  the  aum  now 
paid  by  the  Government  for  the  transportlition  of  the 
nail,  to  90,000  dollars,  tlie  interest  on  the  money  expend- 
ed, it  will  give  you  f  103,735,  the  real  sum  the  traiispur- 
talion  of  the  mail  will  cost  you  for  ever  after. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that,  when  the  bill  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Road  was 
before  the  Senate,  he  stated  the  average  cost  of  that 
road  had  exceeded  13,000  dollars.  It  was  contraditted 
by  one  gentleman,  who  attempted  to  prove  f^m  docu- 
ments that  it  did  not  exceed  (  6,000  per  mile.  In  dc 
tence  of  what  he  liad  then  stated,  as  well  as  to  lav  before 
the  Senate  an  official  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  road- 
making  system,  in  iihich  the  United  States  had  s»  large- 
ly erabariced,  he  had  collected  certain  documents  of 
1827. 

In  a  Report  from  the  Treasury  Department,  6th  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  relative  to-the  cost  of  that  road,  it  appeared 
h  had  cost,  up  to  that  period,  from  Cumberland  to  Wheel- 


ing, a  distance  of  only  130  miles,  f  1,710,398  93,  which 

fives  an  average  of  13,156  dollars  per  mile,  on  the  whole 
istance.  The  sum  paid  to  Commiasioners  and  a  Super- 
intendent for  that  130  miles,  ia  76,430  dollars  47  cents^ 
whvch  will  average  604  dolUrs  31  cents  per  mile,  for 
superintendence  only — a  sum  sufficient  itself  to  make  a 
good  road. 

Casper  W.  Wever,  the  Superintendent,  in  an  official 
report  of  the  25th  of  Hay,  1827,  to  the  Chief  Engineer, 
pves  his  estimate  of  33^983  dollars  68  ccnt^  then  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  repairs  (rf*  that  130  miles, 
which  will  average  3,533  dollars  95  cenia  per  mile,  for 
repairs  only  ! 

Mr.  Wever,  in  another  official  report,  16tli  Novem- 
ber, 1837,  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  sayd :  It  was  of  great 
moment  that  a  systeiB  or  plan  for  the  regular  repairs  of 
that  great  monument  of  ike  wisdom  and  munificence  of 
the  General  Government  should  be  established  by  Con- 
gress. And  then  goes  on  to  sa^,  the  road  bad  become  too 
bad  to  be  mended,  and  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  made 
anew.  And  tlien  further  adds,  without  constant  repairs 
it  could  never  be  travelled  ! 

So  incredible  are  the  fiwts  relative  to  tlie  coat  of  this 
road  that  It  had  become  necessary  to  prove  to  the  Se- 
nate, by  their  own  official  documents,  the  truth  of  (lieir 
own  acts.  And,  indeed,  so  extravagant  are  the  facts, 
that,  without  ftuch  proof,  it  would  appear  like  an  idle 
dream,  that  a  road  cost  the  Government  13,156  dollars 
per  mile,  to  construct  it,  and  3,532  dollars  per  mile  to 
repair  it,  in  one  year,  and  before  that  year  liad  expired, 
had  become  impassable  until  it  should  be  made  anew. 
And  to  insure  its  future  useftilncss,  the  Government  must 
set  apart  a  separate  fund,  to  be  drawn  upon  forever,  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  superintendent  whose  interest 
it  was  to  be  perpetually  making  and  mending.  Yet,  true 
as  this  is,  and  with  all  its  enormities,  it  is  only  a  foretaste 
of  what  is  to  come,  if  we  are  to  pursue  this  system; 
and  more  especially  when  the  Government  slwll  have 
fully  embarkra  in  constructing  caiials,  of  which  there  were 
as  many  as  thirty  in  the  pUns  and  surveys  now  exhibited 
to  the  Senate,  stime  of  them  500  milesin  k-ngth.  Among 
them  are  ihe  James  Kiver  and  Kenhawa  Canal,  and  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  concerning  which,  Mr.  S. 
said,  be  would  offer  a  few  fiictt  from  the  reports  of  the 
Rngineers. 

These  two  canals,  veiy  similar  in  ehamcter,  taken  to- 
gether, give  a  distance  of  about  jOOmilcs  in  length,  and 
are  entirely  in  the  mountain^  where  nothing  was-  to  be 
stfen,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  but  craggy  rocks, 
deep  sunken  valleys,  cataracts,  and  awful  precipices, 
which  were  to  be  encountered  at  every  step.  These  ca- 
■ula  were  to  be  made  up  of  aqueducts,  of  dams,  of  cul- 
verts, of  embankments,  of  bridges,  of  locks,  and  of  tun- 
nels. A  sample  of  which  is  given  by  the  Euginevr,  in 
the  eastern  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cans', 
a  distance  of  only  186.  miles,  on  the  most  fkvorable  and 
least  mountainous  ground.  There  are  318  culverts,  9 
aqueducts,  160  bridges,  and  635  locks; -an  I  yet  the 
Engineer  estimates  the  cost  of  this  section  to  average  on- 
ly 23,985  dollars  per  mile,  whereas,  on  the  miildle  sec- 
tion, of  70  miles  m  lengtli,  he  estimates  the  average  cost 
at  143,358  dollars  per  mile.  On  this  section,  he  esti* 
mates  the  cost  of  a  unfrle  tunnel,  oniy  5  miles  in  length, 
at  3,500,000  dolkrs,  which  wilt  average  700,000  dollars 
per  mile.  From  these  estimates  it  would  be  a  fair  con- 
clusion, that  less  than  50,000,000  dolbrs  will  not  be 
adequate  to  complete  this  50O  miles  of  canal,  as  the 
James  Hiver  and  Kenluwa  Canal  would,  according  to  tlie 
suivey  of  the  Engineer,  require  tunnels  10  miles  in 
length,  and  dams  70  feet  high. 

In  times  of  old,  they  levelled  the  hilU  aod  filled  up  the 
valleys :  but  we,  who  are  a  wiser  People,  root  up  the 
mountama,  and  march  tlirougti  their  centre.   IfetuTe  had 
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^''Jcii  bountiful,  almost  to  exceH,  in  the  Abundance  of  her 
rivers  and  wa(«r  communicationa  between  the  Western 
aiid  Eastern  secUonB  of  thi«  Union,  on  which  an  eaiy  and 
ei^edittou*  intercourae  cafi  always  be  had.  Btit,  here- 
sfteTt  initeftd  of  passing  along  these  native,  channels,  at 
the  nrte  of  15  or  30  miles  an  hour,  we  are  !•  be  lifted 
and  lowered  through  more  than  3000  locks,  to  be  drag 
ged  over  50  aqueducts,  and  creep,  at  a  snail'u  pace, 
through  proincted  tunnels,  as  dark  and  dismul  as  the 
mansions  of  the  dead,  under  the  base  of  tremendous 
moun'aius.  Surel/  nothing  ctHild  surpass  the  fully  of 
wch  a  project,  but  the  ambition  and  intrigue  of  those 
who  plannrd  and  cherished  it.  It  feiMnds  us  of  a  mo- 
dem philosopher  of  the  West,  who,  not  long  since,  ask- 
ed you  for  an  outfit  to  enable  him  to  visit  the  North  Pole, 
and  tiience  to  the  centre  of  the  earth,  in  search  of  a 
concave*  sphere,  vthich  he  conceived  existed  there. 
Were  he  now  to  ask,  it  would  not  be  matter  of  surprise 
if  his  outfit  sboald  be  granted  ;  provided  he  would  diift 
liis  course,  9i>d  instead  of  the  tedious  route  bv  the  Nortli 
Pole,  ^uld  commence  his  voyage  at  one  of  these  tun- 
nels, and  make  his  reconnoiwance  directly  through. 

Mr.  President,  there  Certainly  exists  a  strange  incom- 
patibility in  the  policy  we  arc  pnriuing,  with  regard  to 
economy.  On  some  occasions  it  is  cheridied  with  a  zeal 
Uiat  would  promise  to  correct  erery  abuse  that  may  have 
crept  into  every  branch  of  the  Government^  and  ensure 
in  future  a  circumspect  and  prudent  administration  of 
your  public  funds.  But,  on  other  occasions,  the  public 
interest  seems  to  be  lost  sight  of.  And  this  diversity  of 
policy  was  never  more  obvious  than  at  this  moment. 
Congress  are,  on  one  hand,  running  the  full  cireer  of  re- 
trenchment ;  exploring  the  recesses  of  every  depart- 
ment ;  examining  eveiy  functionarv  i  and  probing  every 
administration  to  the  very  quick,  that  they  may  save  the 
People's  money,  and  put  down  a  system  of  corruption  ; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  practtcing  an  extra- 
vagance and  profusion  without  limits.  And  the  public 
money  is  regarded  more  as  cummun  spoil  than  as  tlie  pru- 

Eerty  (>f  the  General  Uovcnimeiit ;  and  he  who  can  5rst 
ly  hands  upon  it,  bears  it  off.  And  if  this  course  is 
permitted  to  continue,  it  miwt  bankrupt  this  Government, 
and  introduce  a  species  of  corruption  that  would  taint  it 
to  its  vitals.  A  system,  to  use  the  language  of  a  distin- 
guished statesman,  to  whose  eminence  he  could  never 
aspire,  of  buying  the  People  with  their  own  money. 

Yes,  iv,  ot  buying  the  People  with  their  own  money  ! 
Eight  separate  and  oistinct  routes  have  been  sur\-eyed 
between  Baltimnrc  and  Phitaclelphia,  by  the  Kn^neera 
appointed  to  that  service  ;  some  of  them  made,  without 
regard  to  the  public  interest,  4tnder  the  influence  of  dis- 
tingiiislted  men,  to  suit  their  own  convenience,  if  we  are 
to  give  credit  to  the  memorial  uf  the  citizens  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Philadelphia.  Ami  that  wliolc  com- 
munity are  now  enlisted  in  the  caiiae,  who  had  taken  no 
interest  in  the  question,  until  these  aurven  were  made, 
but  were  moving  on  in  the  spirit  of  laudable  entcrjirise, 
to  constnict  a  turnpike  road  for  themselves. 

The  Ilrigade  of  Engineera  who  were  ordered  to  sur- 
vey the  route  for  a  great  national  road  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  New  Orleans,  discharged  that  duty  with 
very  little  deviation,  by  travelling  along  the  public  high- 
ways, in  carriages  and  steamboats,  like  other  genllemeu ; 
ati^ptng  at  towns  and  villagea  to  enlist  the  feelings  of 
tbe  iiiliabitanls  on  the  side  of  Internal  Improvement,  by 
inducing  every  man  to  believe  the  national  road  would 
paas  his  door.    This  quieted  opposition,  and  even  inqui- 


mlling 
scnipks  to  their  interest. 

But,  llr.  S.  observed,  notwltbitanding  these  abusesk 
and  many  otbcr  abuses  to  which  this  i^iteta  was  eminent* 


ly  calculated  to  lead^  and  to  which  it  must  always  lead* 
and  would  lead,  he  was  not  prepared  to  attach  the  blame 
to  tbe  President  or  the  other  funeUooaries  to  whom  it 
had  been  confided.  He  was  not  the  advocate  of  the 
President  or  any  other  man  ;  but  he  would  censure  no 
man  but  fur  good  cause-  You  have  conl'crrcd  on  tks 
President  of  tlie  United  States  the  difrnificd  office  ol  ao 
oterseer  of  the  roads,  and  given  bim  two  or  tliree  Brig- 
ades of  Engineers  to  survey  the  routes  and  report  upon 
them.  When  they  set  out  upon  u  reconnoissance,  can 
be  follow  in  their  train,  to  see  ttiat  each  man  tlocs  hi* 
duty  I  You  haye,  by  the  act  uf  .1824^  submitted  eidirely 
to  his  discretion  to  decide  what  roads  were  of  national 
importaiice.  And  by  what  means  is  he  tu  determine  this 
abs'.nise  quesiion  '  Is  the  President  to  travel  over  the 
whole  United  States,  in  quest  of  roads,  ami  inspect  the 
grounds  on  which  they  are  to  pass,  before  he  decides  up- 
on their  nationality  ?  Is  this  practicHble  *  If  it  ta  not, 
by  what  means  is  he  to  arrive  at  Ilia  purpose,  but  fay 
means  of  information  from  others  ?  When  be  has  done 
so,  it  is  ascribed  to  him  as  partiality.  And  the  members 
of  Congress  are  quarrellmg  with  the  President,  and 
among  themselves,  because  some  have  got  the  start  of 
others  in  this  race  for  roads.  The  members  complain 
they  have  not  obtained  their  full  sliare.  Some  asy 
they  are  nut  in  fiivor,  and  thereftire  have  not  succeed- 
ed in  their  efTorts  to  obtain  surveys  of  their  £ivorile 
roads. 

It  was,  Hr.  5.  said,  among  his  objections  to  the  syslem, 
the  great  inequality  and  injustice  of  its  pTactic.-il  opt-ra- 
tiuns  in  the  different  sections  i>f  the  Union.  And  this 
fact  was  fully  demonstrated.  At  the  present  sessiun  there 
were  applications  from  tlie  Western  States,  all  of  which 
had  received  already  large  donations  in  public  lands,  for 
at  least  10,000,000  of  acres,  fur  Internal  Improvement^ 
and  other  purposes  uf  their  own.  And  there  were  mp- 
plicationa  lutw  before  Congress,  In  some  shape  or  otlter, 
for  appropriations  for  Internal  Imiiruvements  in  the  dilTer- 
ent  States,  except  the  States  of  Sutilh  Carolina  an4 
Georgia,  fur  more  than  $300,000,000.  And  with  all  this 
preparation  and  appropriatiun,  in  the  otlier  States,  la 
fill  them  u'ttli  roads  and  canals,  nt  tbe  expense  of  the 
public  Treasury,  nut  a  chain  had  been  stretched,  nor  a 
Jacob  sia(f'  plmted,  within  the  States  of  South  Carolifu 
and  Georgia,  by  authority  of  the  (ieneral  Oovemmeitt, 
for  that  purpose  t  and  because  tlitir  Legislaturea  have 
not  deemed  it  cunstitutional ,  nor  pr<>per  tfiat  tlieir  mem- 
bers in  Congress  stiould  join  in  the  gencRtI  struggle  far 
the  mere  tiivurB  of  the  General  Goveromen^  and  big- 
gie and  huekster  for  a  road  or  a  canal,  as  their  «guM  us* 
a  market  nr  fair  for  a  bale  of  guoils  ur  an  ox. 

Among  the  argiimenla  why  we  should  approptiiUe 
$2,S36,C00;  to  begin  a  Breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  tl*e 
Delaware  Itay,  we  are  told  of  the  cusluins  collected  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  on  foreign  goods  importe*!. 
wbicli  gave  that  city  nigh  claims  tii  the  protection  of  tbe 
Government.  Sir,  it  is  nut  tbe  revenue  you  collect  on 
foreign  merchandise  tliat  constitutes  the  real  wealth  of 
a  nation.  It  is  the  amount  of  your  exports  you  are  en- 
abled to  send  abroad  ihut  constitutes  your  national  wealth. 
If  you  have  nothing  to  send  abroad,  you  can  expect  no- 
thing to  bring  home.  And  turn  it  as  you  will,  all  your 
revenue  is  ultimately  paid  from  the  agricuhural  punniits 
of  the  Uboriuj^  community,  who  are  entitled  to  their  fuU 
share  of  the  dividends  of  tbe  I'reaauiy.  In  order  to  as- 
certain the  rehitive  proportions  of  the  sgricultuni  pro- 
duct of  each  State  and  Terrilorj-,  and  thtrreby  test  the 
proportion  of  protection  each  one  was  entitled  to  on  that 
principle,  he  had  extracted  from  the  statistics  of  Watter- 
ston  and  Van  Zandt  the  following  table  {  and  had  select- 
ed the  year  1818,  as  a  me<lium  year,  and  one  as  fittle 
encumbered  with  foreign  or  domestic  embarrassment  as 
any  other.   In  that  year,  the  exports  were,  from— 
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New  HamiMbire  • 
Vermont  - 
Mundiasetts 
Rhode  liland 
Conncctieiit 
New  York  - 
NevJeraey 
Pennqrhnmia  . 
DehwKre  - 
Mw;hmd  - 
IKrtrict  of  Cohimbn 

Nofth  Carol!  iiK 
South  Carolina 

LmUMMM  - 

NMwnppi 

HuAigan  Tertitoiy 
Oh'w 

Alabama  • 
In&na  Territory 


.  9  000,000 

114,333 
240,069 

-  5,698.646 

534,288 
574,500 
.  12,982,564 
25.957 
■  5.045.901 
30.1«1 

-  4^945,322 

-  1,364.734 

-  6.941,414 

948,253 
.  4,184,298 

-  10,977,051 

-  12,176.910 

84,764 
85,352 
(»0,000 
00,000 
00.000 


The  ten  Atlantic  SUtes*  North,  ineluding  Delawwr, 
exported  during  that  year  to  the  anwunt  in  Talue 

of  « 35,346,339 

The  Slates  of  South  Carolina  and  Ge«gia 
tkmc  ....  23.161,349 

Learing  a  balance  In  faTor  oT  the  ten  

8tatiM,of      -         -         -         -  t3.084.990 


But  if  ve  take  into  eonnderaUon  the  produce  from 
DwK  -two  States  that  tiad  eone  coaatwiie  to  the  Nortb- 
em  ports  of  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Battinore^  and  New 
Tott,  and  there  manufactured  or  exported— all  of  which, 
when  exported,  is  can  ied  to  the  account  of  thrir  own 
exporta,  and  the  exports  of  New  York  is  vastly  augment- 
ed by  this  means — we  shall  find,  by  taking  this  from  the 
tea  Stately  and  adding  it  to  the  two  States  \a  whicli  it 
ligblftillybekHiga,  KwiUfiir  oveibalance  the  »3,084»990, 
and  will  prove  uiat  these  two  Slates  ezp<nt  a  latter  pro- 
pmion  of  dwae  artitin  that  enter  eaaentiatly  into  national 
w<«IO^  liian  tlrase  ten  Northern  States  export. 

1.1  tht  same  year,  the  exports  from  all  the  Slates  and 
Tertitories,  including  these  ten  Atlantic  States,  in  the 
VMOOf  except  the  States  of  South  CaroJina  and  Getwgia, 
eiported  in  their  whole  amount  only      -   9  47,693,088 

If  we  ded  itct  ihe  exports  from  South  Ca- 
rafiaa  and  Georgia         •         -         •  S3,16i;340 

It  will  leave  a  balance  in  fiivor  of  the 
wh^  of  the  States  and  Territories  against 
(betwoSutes,  of  -  23.846,044 

And  if  ve  again  take  into  calculation  that  portion  of 
oar  produce  which  goes  coastwise,  and  it  either  manu- 
hctured  ar  exported  from  the  Norlhefn  States,  it  will  be 
seen,  evidently,  that  the  amall  Statea  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  both  of  which  have  but  sixteen  Representa- 
tivea  in  Congress,  out  of  two-  hundred  and  thirteen,  er- 
ported  more  than  half  aa  much  aa  all  the  otlier  States  and 
Tmitoriea  in  the  Union,  inckiding  the  vast  and  fertile 
TkHey  of  the  Hisnsnppi.  If  the  Constitution  authorizes 
this  system  of  road  and  canal  making,  why  are  not  pro- 
vidoDs  and  ben^ta  extended  to  those  two  States  that 
have  eotflributed  so  largely  to  the  growing  prosperity  of 
the  Union,  u  welt  as  to  alt  the  other  States  and  Terri- 
toriei  i  The  Coniiitutiun  has  wisely  provided  that  all  the 
piivileges,  immunities,  and  benefits  therein  provided  for, 
<>haU  be  extended  to  each  State  upon  some  uniform  and 
fixed  prindpic,  and  not  left  to  chance  ;  nor  yet  to  the 
opiaions  of  an  interested  majority,  who  should  carve  out 
fur  theiDseWes  wlwt  suiu  their  own  purposes,  without 
wwrd  (0  the  interest  of  the  nunority. 

The  kdvocates  of  this  mtem,  from  the  eariiest  efforts 
to  brii^  it  into  iq>eta.tion,  nave  not  been  able  to  agree 
Vol.  IV.-41 


upon  any  one  given  power  in  tlie  Constitution  that  will 
justify  it.  Some  derive  it  from  the  power  pven  to  Con- 
gresa  'to  declare  war  ;  some  from  the  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads  j  some  from  the  power  to  re- 
gulate commerce  i  some  froih  the  power  to  provide  for 
Ihe  common  defence  and  general  welfare ;  and  othera 
from  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impoati^ 
and  excises.  And  the^  have  travelled  on  witli  these  uu- 
certain  guides,  and  with  this  diversity  of  opinion,  each 
coming  to  the  same  conclusion  from,  different  preouset^ 
and  making  a  joint  stock  business  of  it,  and  playing  poli- 
tical  Bcquents — do  you  take  your  roaO,  and  then  give  tne 
mine — until  it  is  justified  upon  any_  ground  that  t»ppena 
to  correspond  with  a  genUeinai)*sview<of  what  he  would 
call  good  policy. 

We  are  told  by  aome  gentlemen  they  are  pleased  with 
this  syrtem,  and  wtali  it  to  be  carried  on  upon  an  ftnbrgetl 
plan,  because  it  developes  the  resources  of  your  country, 
and  fitdlitates  your  commercial  intercourse,  and  preparea 
you  for  war  during  peaoe.  Otliers  say,  without  it  you 
cannot  dispose  of  your  surplus  revenue.  And  tb«y  tell 
us  BO,,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  a  public  debt  of  se- 
venty milliomof  dollars  banging  over  our  heads;  agreat 
proportion  of  wbioh  is  the  debt  created  for  tlie  suppwt 
of  your  Kevoltitionary  war,  more  than  fifty  yeara  ago. 
But  some  of  your  ronit  sage  and  experienced  atateonen 
of  the  preaent  day.  have  recently  discovered  that  a  na> 
tiunal  debt  is  a  national  blessing.  Tbey  tell  you,  were 
you  to  pay  off  your  natipnal  debt,  you  would  ttuov  top 
Urge  a  quantity  of  money  into  circulation  i  and  this  la 
given  as  a  reason  for  going  on  with  the  system  of  nwda 
and  canala.  But  how  fiiUaeioua  is  tlie  argument  f  If  you 
are  to  expend  your  revenue  in  constructing  roads  and 
csruit.  and  leviab  it  away  upon  undertakers  and  Idle  eo- 

E'neen^  will  it  not  throw  your  nwiney  as  much  into  cuvu- 
tion  as  it  would  were  you  to  pay  it  to  yourpublic  credi- 
tors >  And  can  it  be  material,  as  to  iu  effect,  through 
what  channel  it  goes  into  circulation  ?  This  atgument  ta 
about  aa  wellJbunded  as  any  other  tttat  baa  been  offered 
in  support  this  system.  Your  national  debt  will  be  a 
national  blesnng  to  contractors  and  undertakers  of  your 
reads  and  canals,  who  will  share  largely  lo  ^e  spoil ;  and 
it  will  be  a  blessing  to  your  money  lenders,  to  specula- 
tors, to  brokers,  and  to  stock-jobbers,  whose  trade  it  is 
to  watdi  over  tlie  nusfbrtunes  of  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  take  advantage  of  thdr  adversities ;  but  wiU 
prove  a  national  curse  to  the  morals  of  the  people  of  thiB 
Government,  and  bankrupt  the  Government  itself,  as  It 
has  done  in  all  other  Governments  that  have  pursued  it  t 
and  you  will  enjoy  this  blesung  to  your  utmost  wishei^ 
before  you  are  done  witli  your  roads  and  canals  I 

Gentlemen  tells  us  they  conaide?  not  only  the  policy, 
but  the  constitutional  principle  likewise,  are  bolh  aetUed 
as  regards  this  long  contested  guesUoa. 

Juk  opon  what  jninciple  it  had  been  aettled,  and  one 
gentleman  tdls  you  it  wu  aettled  by  the  law  of  CpngrcM 
passed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1834i  *'  to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  upon  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals  and  which  another  gentleman  verv 
franklv  avows  was  forcetl  through  Congress,  and  whicii 
passed  the  Senate  by  less  than  one-half  of  its  members. 

Another  gmtleman  affirma  the  oonsUtutional  question 
waa  aettled  twen^  years  ago,  when  Congres*  voted  a  do- 
nation of  $50,000  worth  of  flour  to  the  people  of  Caraccas, 
and  shipped  it  to  that  dty  in  American  vessels,  ^fter  they 
had  suffered  by  the  earthquake.  This  donation  was  voted 
by  Congress  in  a  moment  of  good  feeling,  because  they 
were  republicans.  And,  immediately  upon  Its  reaching 
iu  port  of  destination,  was  seized  by  a  band  of  loyu 
forces  and  made  prize  of.  And  there  your  repubfican 
present  terminated-  And  because  Congress  aibitrarily 
assumed  the  right  of  voting  awaj'. a  sum  of  money  to  a 
fbrcjgn  peop^  it  is  t^ken  aa  a  liur  exporitiofi  Qr.the  Con- 
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•titiition,  to  warrant  any  ditporition  Congrett  nuy  think 
fit  to  make  of  the  j^ublic  moneys  in  fulurt  t  and  come- 
quently  to  ^ppmp-ate  any  aum  within  its  grasp  to  inter- 
nal improvement. 

Mr.  S.  aupposed  the  Greek  fngate,  when  it  shall  have 
become  suffitMntly  known  to  bring  it  on  the  theatre  oF 
action,  will  be  ranked  in  the  first  aam  of  Congressional 
precedents.  This  Greek  fKgate  was  purchased  to  save  a 
ninng  mercantile  house  in  New  Tork.  Congress,  in  the 
exuberance  of  its  good  feelings,  of  which  it  always  has  an 
abundance  in  store,  «'aa  casting  about  to  find  some  fit  oc- 
casion to  expend  a  little  money  in  the  Greek  cause,  as 
they  were  Christiana,  and  occupied  that  classic  ground 
once  the  seat  of  the  Muses  i  when  it  was  suggested  by 
some  of  the  members,  the  expediency  of  building  a  fn- 
gate,  and  sending  it  otit  for  their  service.  And  this  was 
buzzed  about  Congress  in  broken  accents  and  whispers, 
and  was  adopted  with  great  enthusiasm  ;  and  those  New 
York  broken  mercliants  got  the  job,  and  with  it  upwards 
of  $  300,  [>00  of  your  public  money  t  and  the  firigate  they 
supplied  you  good  for  nothing.  Herevour  Greek  bene* 
voJence  expired  !  But  the  deed  itaelf  will  remain  as  a 
monument  of  your  power  to  give  away,  f»r  to  waste  as 
much  public  money  as  you  please,  whanerer  a  nuyority 
in  Congress  shall  tliink  fit  to  do  so. 

Another  gentleman  asks,  what  is  to  become  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point,  if  you  do  not  go  on  with 
internal  improvement  ^  And  ftirther  asks,  for  what  are 
you  giving  a  mathematical  and  scientific  education  to  the 
young  men  of  your  country,  if  yoa  woald  not  employ 
them  in  developing  the  reaources  of  the  nation  f  And 
tells  us  this  aty  is  to  be  the  centre  of  science,  where  all 
the  scientific  men  in  the  Union  will  be  brought  together. 
And  then  asks  you,  how  are  the  States  and  companies  to 
progress  in  their  internal  improvements,  but  by  obtaining 
the  benefit  of  this  science  from  the  General  Government? 
And  seems  to  think  this  a  strong  UUistration  of  your  con- 
stitutional power  over  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  answer  those  interrogatories.  U 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  to  keep  up  a  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point,  or  elsewhere,  to  educate 
the  sons  of  members  ot  Congress,  and  the  sons  of  their 
fHends  and  favorites,  where  they  were  educated  entirely 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  under  pay,  in  the 
mean  time,  of  $  338  per  year,  there  could  be  no  question 
bat  you  would  soon  have  a  number  of  scientific  men  with- 
out emplo)-meut  And  if  you  would  then  give  Uiem  com- 
missions in  the  Army,  with  high  pay,  and  increase  that 

n every  session,  which  you  were  pretty  mud)  in  the 
it  of  doing,  with  additional  pay  as  engineers,  trans* 
portation  and  expenses  paid,  for  amunng  themselves 
through  the  eountiy,  ymi  would  soon  render  this  the 
seat  CM  science.  And  with  tlieae  inducements,  and  the 
growing  prospects  for  all  Goremment  agents,  you  will 
not  only  coilMt  to  this  place  all  the  militaiy  science  from 
HVest  Pmnt,  but  from  the  whole  Union,  for  where  the 
carcass  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be  gathered.  But  if  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  Gnvemment  lo  increase  the 
military  sdence  of  the  country,  and  place  it  here  in  bu- 
xeaus  and  other  seats  ofidleness,  what  had  that  to  do  with 
the  constitutional  question  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to 
construct  roads  and  eanab  t 

Mr.  Prendent,  instead  of  refoning  to  the  ConstituUon 
itself,  the  unerring  standard  of  its  own  solutions,  laid  down 
as  a  guide,  even  to  future  ages,  are  we  to  look  for  (he  so- 
lutions of  its  principles  in  tlic  laws  and  resolutions  uf  Con- 
gress, passed,  no  matter  under  what  influence,  by.  less 
Uian  a  mijority  of  either  House  t  and  many  of  them  pass- 
ed without  even  a  nugorily  being  present  f  Or  are  we  to 
look  for  the  solution  of  its  prineipfes  in  the  Military  Aca- 
demy, or  the  accumulation  of  science  at  the  Seat  of  Go- 
Tenimenif  This  is  but  afoeble  demoosltmtion  of  the  charter 
ofwoqtlHwt^i.  ItivtberawltotyrKnqy.  TbedeqKitdoes 


not  grasp  the  sceptre  at  a  ungle  move,  but  1^  a  sue* 
cession  of  usurpations  that  ripen  into  law.  No  tynni 
that  ever  lived,  who  did  not  make  his  way  by  the  sword, 
hjd  ever  made  greater  inroad*  upon  the  rundaraentsi 
principles  of  free  Governments,  in  the  same  space  of 
time,  than  Congress  had  upon  the  obvious  principUsof 
the  Constitution  mthin.tbe  last  twelve  yeata. 

Mr.  8.  add,  when  he  took  the  oath,  in  the  pmeme 
of  this  Senate,  to  protect  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  he  did  not  go  into  the  Secretary's  office,  and  turn 
over  tlie  musty  documenU  that  had  lain  there  for  for^ 
years,  to  teach  htm  the  knowledge  of  tliat  Constitution 
he  had  sworn  upon  the  btdy  Evangeliats  to  protect  Nor 
did  he  believe  the  du^  weacribed  undtir  that  sacred  ob- 
ligation was  to  be  found  in  the  law  of  the  30tb  of  Apri^ 
1834.  Nor  did  he  resort  to  the  brigades  of  etwinttn, 
with  all  their  science  of  mathematics,  and  diffmntid 
calculus,  to  inspire  him  with  their  touch,  but  to  the  CoD' 
stitutinn  itself,  to  learn  its  provisions. 

But  if  this  important  question  rrsted  upon  aHtboritiei 
alone,  the  weinit  of  authorities  are  <^poaed  to  the  ijr 
tem.  General  Hamilton,  who  was  anxious  to  support  it, 
doubted,  and  recommended  an  amen^ent  of  the  Cos- 
stitution,  to  ^vide  far  it.  But  he  had  too  much  |ood 
sense  to  sacririce  the  Constitution  to  convenience  i  tin! 
remarked  that  **  the  drgree  in  which  a  thing  was  neca- 
sary  could  never  be  the  test  of  the  leg.l  right  to  adopt 
it."- 

Mr.  Jefferson  u  said  to  have  Fecoromendcd  the  cos- 
struction  of  the  Cumberland  Koad.  But  all  the  advoestcs 
of  the  road  system  place  that  road  on  the  ground  of  ems- 
pact.  Beside^  Mr.  JefTerson,  at  the  time  he  recom- 
mended it,  expressed  his  doubts,  and,  like  Genersl  Hs- 
rrilton,  advised  that  the  Constitution  should  be  amended. 
Tet  lie  lived  to  look  back  upon  it  as  the  greatest  emr 
of  bii  po!:tic»l  life,  and  -to  regret  it  with  bitlente«of 
soul. 

President  Madison  negatived  the  cekbtuled  boambiU, 
in  18ir,  the  rallying  point  of  tlw  aspiring  poTOieisai  of 
that  day.  for  which  he  assigned  reasons,  recoried  m  your 
annals,  tliat  will  bear  the  serutiiiy  of  llie  prdwuidert 
statesman,  and  convince  the  most  visionary  appoaent. 
Nor  did  that  bill  pass  in  the  House  of  BepresenlsliTei  by 
more  than  two  votes  of  a  majority,  84  to  83,  and  thst  apM 
grounds  that  are  entirely  abandoned  now. 

President  Monroe,  in  his  first  message  to  CongBM^  " 
Uie  succeeding  se&Mun,  anticipated  the  question,  and  as- 
sured Congress  as  the  subject  bad  under^ne  an  ehbor- 
ate  discussion,  and  bad  been  negatived  by  his  predeceMor> 
he  abo  would  negative  audi  a  bill  were  they  to  p«si  it- 
Aithuugh  this  was  no  more  than  fulfilling  a  Guthful  ouly. 
yet  it  gave  rise  to  much  zeal,  whidi  was  foUowed  up  by 
a  report  that  censured  the  President  for  anticipating  jw- 
maturely,  as  they  aupposed,  a  subject  ot  wo  mudi  irtefe*i 
and  a  number  of  resolutions  were  SDbmitied,  and  dncu*- 
ed  at  great  length.  Three  of  which  he  would  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  sliow  how  they  reiulMd- 

3.  *'Jieaolvedt  That  Congress  has  power,  under  we 
Constitution,  to  construct  post  roads  and  military  rosoi- 
Provided  private  property  be  not  taken  fwr  pulil*  ^ 
without  just  oompensaiion."  Negatived— ycaB82,najiW. 

3.  **it«oAm4  That  Congress  have  power,  under  tbe 
Constitution,  to  construct  raads  and  canals,  necesnr;  for 
commerce  between  the  States.  Provided  private  proff 
ty  be  not  taken  for  public  use  wiUiout  jiirt  oompews- 
lion."  Negatived— yeas  71,  nays  95. 

4.  **Jte^loed,  That  Congress  have  powei\  under  Uie 
Constitution,  to  construct  canals  for  aiilitaty  purpose*- 
Provided  private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  we 
without  just  compensation."  Negatived— yeas81,na)-»8J- 

These  resolutions  put  the  question  into  every  ihape. 

"  Sfcktaacrwt,  III. 
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end  pfDteeteil  the  rights  of  individuals  not  one  nio- 
ceedm-  A  ituitiber  of  gentlemen  who  i-oted  uniforn^y 
mtmt  all  those  resolutions,  and  agninat  eTery  modtfica* 
tion  in  which  they  were,  on  that  occasion,  so  varioiul^ 
placed,  are  now  among  the  Eealous  supporters  of  this 

3 stem,  wkh  their  TOtea  recorded  iq;uMt  the  eonstitation* 
power.    Some  of  those  gentlemen  are  now  with 
and  rating  for  this  bill.    What  vru  unoonatitutiond  ten 
yean  ago,  is  constittitional  now. 

l1f<a  project  preve<l  abortive,  and  Ml  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  But,  in  consequence  of  censure  thrown 
on  President  Monroe  by  that  report,  he  wrote  a  book, 
and  cemmunicated  U  to  l^ongress  five  yean  after,  in  the 
forra  i  mesaage,  with  his  negative  of  the  **  bill  to  ef>- 
tabnsb  tonifjike  gales  on  the  Cumberland  Koafl,**  in  which 
he  demonstrated,  with  unanswerable  argiiments  and  dlu»- 
tntioM^  that  Congress  did  not  pcnesa  the  itowerto  con- 
stmct  ruads  and  canala.  That  message  is  also  reenrded 
in  yaurannaU  wHh  President  Madison's  negative,  where 
they  will  remain  as  monuments  of  the  tme  construction  of 
tlut  ConstUntion,  and  of  wisdom,  that  will  outweigli  all 
your  theories  of  constructive  power,  and  necessity,  and 
eonvenicnee,  jnttweth^. 

Now  it  ta  evident  tmrt  aH  the  authurilies  are  opposed  to 
the  vfOem,  en  to  the  law  of  30th  April,  1834,  which,  we 
we  bild,  was  fsroed  through  Congress,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  by  iess  tiian  a  majority  ot  its  members.  Pre- 
vioes  to  that  law,  it  liad  never  received  the  legal  sanction 
«f  tlie  Oeveniment  in  a  single  instance,  except  the  O'om- 
hnind  lUad,  and  some  Territorial  roads,  both  of  which 
^Winds  had  considered  exceptions.  It  was  true,  the 
nmtt  Secretary  of  War  had  a  number  of  thoae  objects 
4f  internal  improvement  examined  and  smrcyed,  before 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  1824,  not  by  authority  of  «ny 
liw,  but  by  viKue  of  his  inlierent  power  hs  Secretary  of 
War,  snd  which  were  called  national  objects. 

The  term.  National  was  a  new  woni  that  liail  crept  in- 
to our  political  vocabulary,  and  growing  pretty  mucli  in- 
to u*.  It  usa  a  term  nnknown  to  the  'origin  and  theoty 
of  DOT  Qovemmeiit.  The  firat  article  of  the  confiKlera- 
tion  sayi,  "  ITie  style  of  this  confederacy  shall  be  The 
Uidted  States  of  America."  A  part  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention styled  It  a  National  Government.  It  was,  how- 
ever, made  a  question,  and  Mr.  Elbworth  moved  to  ex- 
puaiCe  tlie  wonl  National,  and  place  in  tlie  room  of  it 
"Government  of  the  United  States,*'*  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  onanimous  vot*  of  the  Convention.  Mr.  Rllt. 
wortli,  who  «aa  a  distinguished  patriot,  and  an  eminent 
■tatesman,  saw  the  bearing  of  the  word  National,  anti 
theRfnre  moveil,  nut  in  tlie  ordinary  phraseology  to  strike 
oot,  but  lo  expunge  it  !  However,  all  that  guarded  prt- 
eatuion  is  nuw  exploded,  and  the  wonl  has  become 
technical. 

Although  he  denied  the  legitimacy  of  the  term,  and 
considered  it  an  insidious  word,  when  used  aatlescriptive 
rfour  Goientment,  he  would  nevertheless  adopt  it  upon 
this  occasion.  And  without  wishing  to  impugn  the  pri- 
vate or  poEtical  character  of  any  ftinctionaty  of  the  go- 
^ronent,  he  would  ask,  who  clothed  the  SecreUry  of 
War,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  power 
to  designate  any  road  a  National  road,  or  any  eanni  a  Na- 
tmal  canal  >  Or,  he  would  aak,  by-what  ruloan  agent 
of  the  government  can  distinguish  between  roads  and 
canals  ihat  are  national,  and  roads  and  canals  that  are  not 
national?  The  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  M'Lxai:,] 
*renuously  trgiMB,  that  there  is  manifestly  a  clear  dis- 
tinction, and  that  the  Dreakwater  in  Debware  Bay  ia  a 
utnnal  object,  and  the  road  to  be  conslracted  between 
the  erty  of  Baltimore  ind  the  city  of  Phifaidelphia  is  a  na- 
jMnalrMd.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  wuukl  aak  any  gentleman 
Mvned  on  thii  subject,  to  inform  bhn  where  the  nirtien. 

'  ¥««■•  iMiM  Dcbatn-tst. 


ality  of  a  road  begins,  or  where  its  nationaUty  ends  *  He 
would  test  the  question  in  this  way.  Suppose  the  rjad 
that  is  to  lead  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  to  be  a  na- 
tional road,  as  the  gentleman  supposes,-  would  it  lose  its 
national  character  were  it  to  deviate  and  pass  twodegrees 
west  of  Philadelphia?  Ifitwouldiiot,wouldUdotow«reit 
to  deviate  ten  degrees  weat  of  Phihdelphi*  f  If  it  wouldi 
at  what  pirint  between  two  and  ten  decrees  did  K  loae  ha 
natipnal  character  t  If  a  road  be  national  that  leads  fhmi 
one  p<Hnt  to  ahother,  and  not  national  if  H  leads  to  a  dif* 
ferent  point,  at  what  sliade  of  deviation  does  it  become 
denationalized  t 

This  question  is  susceptible  of  but  one  definition.  A 
road,  canal,  breakwater,  rircn,  or  creek,  become*  na- 
tional or  not  national,  in  the  ratio  of  its  supporters,  and 
and  the  influence  of  those  who  ask  it  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  [Mr.  H'LAMa,]  saya  he  will  support  none  uf 
those  objects,  unless,  they  are  national  objects  t  and  that 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  for  which  you  have  appntpri- 
ated  the  large  sum  of  3,326,000  dollars,  is  a  national  ob- 
ject, because  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at 
lai^e.  How  will  he  estimate  Cunningham  creek  in  Ohio, 
fbr  which  thia  bill  appropriates  only  1517  dollars  }  Is 
that  a  national  object  ?  A  petty  creek  !  Still  that  gen- 
tleman votes  for  it  i  alUiough  we  have  not  beard  a  word 
of  its  utility  to  any  body.  He  thought  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massaehuaetta,  (Mr.  WaBaria,)  that  one  road 
was  as  much  national  u  another.  If  mftde  for  the  use  of 
the  commnntty. 

Until  Congress  became  road  makers,  every  portion  of 
the  community  made  their  own  roads.  Are  one  pmlion 
of  the  community  to  be  reKeved  of  this  burtiifln,  and  the 
others  loft  to  bear  it  >  And  if  the  Constitution  has  trana- 
ferred  the  power  fhim  the  community  to  Gong^ress,  to 
cutistruct  commercial  roads,  has  not  every  man  an  equal 
claim  tn  a  portion  ot  them  ^  And  is  nut  the  road  over 
witich  the  poor  farmer  travels  with  his  one-horae  cart, 
but  twenty  nules,  to  seek  a  market  fbr  the  small  pro  luct 
ol  his  yearly  hibor,  aa  moeh  a  national  road  u  tn*  roul 
from  the  western  fWmtier  of 'Hissoori  to  the  cotifinei  of 
Mexico,  over  which- the  rich  capitalsts  of  that  State  are 
to  travel,  in  quest  of  the  ^1d  and  silver  bullion  and  the 
dollars  of  their  Spaniah  neighbors  f  The  more  you  in- 
vestigate this  subject,  the  more  abstnise  it  appears,  and 
every  atep  you  advance  adds  new  proob  of  its  absurdity. 

Mr.  S.  here  left  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  sud  he 
would  now  examine  the  bearings  of  the  constitution  upon 
this  queation.  The  constitution  wu  fcmned  at  atim^ 
and  under  circumstances,  that  forbid  a  beKef  that  aiqr 
power  was  left  to  cliance  or  construction.  It  waa  fenae^ 
too,  by  an  asaemblage  of  patriots,  whose  talents  would 
have  graced  a  Koman  Senate,  in  times  of  its  meridian 
splendor,  and  whose  virtues  were  yet  untunted  by  in- 
trigue or  ambition.  Their  object  was  to  confier  certain 
powers  on  the  gtineral  govemnen^  but  to  flz  a  (terma 
nent  lii»it  to  those  powers  t  not  to  fbrm  a  eonstitution 
thataliould  be  a  plaything  in  the  hands  of  Cungrei^  to 
be  applied  as  converuencc  or  interest  rfiould  ^tate.  It 
was  the  first  written  constitution  the  wcHid  ever  saw,  ex- 
cept tiiat  given  from  Heaven  tu  the  people  of  Israel. — 
But  in  less  than  30  years  from  its  adoption,  it  has  been 
thrown  awde  among  the  rubbish,  as  not  understood,  or,  if 
understood  at  all,  nut  by  any  two  politicians  in  the  same 
way.  Gentlemen  are  weary  of  the  Constitution.  It  has 
become  too  unfashionable,  and  not  eaiAy  deflm^.  Eve- 
ry other  art  and  science,  and  eveiy  calling  and  profession 
among  civilized  men,  are  understood  by  those  who  pur-, 
sue  them  t  and  are  understood  in  the  same  way  ;  be- 
cause they  have  their  appropriate  and  technical  meana  of 
bein^  understood.  This  protection  is  denied  to  the  con* 
ttitution.  It  had  been  stnpt  of  all  the  ordinaty  rulea  of 
eonttnictlon,  by  which  alone  the  meaning  of  nia  or  any 
other  instnuiieiit  can  be  perpetuated.   Bu^  hMrcrer 
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uivb^i<Hwble  it  amy  he,  or  however  utmrailing  the  re- 
sult, he  woiiKl  endeavor,  by  tlie  ordinary  rules  of  con- 
ttnictiun,  and  the  fair  import  of  the  words  employed  in 
the  oomtitallon  itself,  to  demonstrate  that  tlie  construc- 
tion coKtended  for  by  the  advocates  of  this  pewer  was 
erroneous,  and  dat^jwous  to  this  mvemment. 

Among  thobe  who  atteinpt  to  clenre  this  power  from 
the  Coftttitalien,  some  of  them  have  relied  open  that 
ehuae  which  gives  Congresa  the  poWer  **to  reflate 
commerce  with  foreign  nationi,  and  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Ind'an  tribes. " 

Kothing  can  be  more  foreign  to  the  common  and  uni- 
versaliy  received  import  of  the  words  "  to  reflate  com- 
neree^"  tbaa  to  luppoie  they  contain  a  positive  power 
to  egress,  to  construct  rcuids  and  canals,  or  piers  and 
breakwaters.  The  power  is  given  to  regulate,  not  to 
create  comm«ce.  Commerce  Itas  a  definite  signification. 
It  means  the  ordinary  buying  and  ttelling,  and  bartering, 
between  the  citizens  of  the  inme  countty,  and  the  citi- 
zens of  one  country  with  the  citizens  of  another  country — 
and  it  means  no  more.  UiiiverKil  tis»ge  has  fixed  its 
boundaries  bo  permanently,  tliey  cannot  be  shaken  by 
any  artificial  or  sophistical  argument.  It  needs  no  foreign 
aid — if  it  did,  every  thing  said  upon  the  subject  supports 
this  definition.  Mortimer'n  Commercial  Dictionary  de- 
fines it  to  be  the  ititerchange  of  commodities  for  other  ar- 
ticles, or  some  representative  of  viUie  fur  which  other 
commodities  can  be  procured."  But  he  connects  no 
roads  or  canals,  piers  or  breakwaters  with  it.  That  ad- 
dition haa  been  ezclunvely  a  work  of  Congress. 

ChanoellorKent^  of  New-Tork,  one  <rf  the  ablest  jurists 
of  the  age,  in  his  Commentaries  upon  the  Lawn  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  his  own  State,  has  treated 
largely  on  the  powers  of  Congress  to  regelate  commerce, 
in  his  remarks  upon  the  decision  uf  tlie  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  case  of  Gihhons  va.  Ogden,  f  in  which 
he  confines  it  entirely  to  a  power  to  regulate  traffic  and 
intereourse.  But  the  commeoiator  says,  in  treating  fur- 
ther upon  tlie  opinions  of  tlie  Court — "  It  was  admitted, 
that  iiispection  laws,  relative  tu  the  quality  of  articles  to 
be  exported,  and  quarantine  laws,  nml  health  laws  of  eve- 
ry description,  and  laws  for  regidaiing  the  i^iteniut  com- 
merce of  a  State,  and  those  \vhicl>  respect  turnpike  roads, 
fcrriefl,  &c.  were  component  parts  of  an  immense  mass 
of  leipalation,  not  surrendered  to  the  general  govem- 
menL"  * 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Rupreme  Court  of  the  Igni- 
ted States,  upon  the  very  point  tn  qucstiot),  in  which  they 
say  the  right  is  not  surcendei-ed  to  the  General  Govertv- 
ment.  If  you  have  this  power,  why  not  grasp  the  whole 
subject,  and  regulate  the  turnpike  roads  and  ferries,  and 
regulate  the  inspection  laws  ?  They  are  more  intimately 
connected  with  commerce  than  roads  and  canals.  Sir, 
as  well  might  we  say  Congress  had  tlie  power  to  furnish 
the  boats^  as  to  make  the  canals  on  which  (hey  are  to  ply. 
As  well  might  we  Kay  Congress  sliall  provide  the  wag- 
ops  and  teams,  as  to  construct  and  keep  in  repair  the 
roads  on  which  they  are  to  travel.  It  can  be  done  for 
much  less  money,  and  it  equally  concerns  trade  and  com- 
merce. 

If  he  was  pcrmiited  to  construe  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution from  the  context,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
known  and  established  rules  of  construction,  be  thought 
he  could  give  a  new  view  of  tlie  subject,  which  had  not 
heretofore  been  broached  by  any  body,  and  one  whicli  he 
conceived  conclusive  against  the  power. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  sUte  the  case  to  render  it  self- 
evident  This  cUuse  contains  three  distinct  paragraplia. 
The  first,  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  i" 
the  second,  "  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 

t  tbmtt  Cm.  1  voL  p.  ass. 
t  XenA  Cam.  i  nLAlo. 


States  t"  the  third,  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  the  tn- 
dtan  tribes."  The  very  same  powers,  precisely,  are  oon  - 
ferred  on  Congress,  by  each  paragraph.  They  are  so 
minutely  the  same,  that  the  moat  subtile  casuist  cannot 
discriminate  between  them.  Will  you  then  carry  thioogh 
your  sdieme,  and  whilst  you  are'  construoting  the  Ration' 
a)  road  from  tiie  vestem  freeticr  of  IKsKiwt  to  Uie  eon- 
fines  of  Mexico,  eontinue  that  national  road  throHgh  tbe 
Spanish  province  to  the  Ci^  of  Ue^co  ?  Or  will  you, 
whilst  constructing  the  road  from  Ifattawamheag  to 
Mars  Hill,  in  Maine,  eontinue  H  on  through  the  Bntidi 
province  to  MontrMd  or  Uuebec  }  If  yon  have  the 
power,  under  tbe  second  paragraph,  to  construct  a  lyad 
m  Uune  or  Missoarit  yfni  clearly  hare  it  under  the  fart 
to  construct  a  road  in  Ms^co  or  Canada.  For  it  wooU 
never  have  been  intended  by  the  Convention  to  form  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  same  words,  to  be  appfied 
to  the  same  objects,  and  to  produce  the  same  resohs, 
without  a  shade  of  difference,  wherein  it  WM  more  tl»n 
evident  that  one  part  could  be  executed,  and  the  renwi*- 
der  could  not,  under  any  possible  circumstance*.  Can 
sophistry  itself  obviate  tliis  palpable  absurdity  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  under  the  power  ^ven  to  Congreas 
"  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roans,"  the  power  ia 
unlimited.'  But  here  the  power,  as  in  the  case  of  regu- 
lating commerce,  must  depend  upon  the  phraseolt^  of 
tlie  sentence,  and  the  practicabihiy  of  the  object  to  be 
ftccomplislied.  If  neither  of  them  justify  this  implied 
construction,  the  power  cannot  exist.  It  is  said,  tbe 
wonl  **  establisht"  means  to  constnict.  When  a  majori- 
ty of  a  political  assembly  were  bent  npon  their  object, 
they  could  give  such  definition  to  ft  word  as  best  suitetl 
titeir  purpose.  But  the  word  **  establish,"  as  settled  by 
all  lexicc^raphers,  means  nothing  more  than  to  fix,  to 
settle,  to  make- permanent.  And  Congress  itself,  in  all 
its  pOHt  road  laws,  had  confirmed  that  definition.  And 
surely  their  own  legal  definitions  are  good  authority.^— 
The  title  of  the  bill  now  before  (he  Senate  lor  tliat  pur- 
pose is  A  bill  to  alter  and  estsbrwh  post  roads."  Tbe 
act  for  that  purpose  of  the  3d  of  March,  1897.  by  ita  tr> 
tic,  is  "  An  act  to  establish  sundry  post  loads."  Its  en- 
acting section  is,  '*  That  the  following  be  estabUahed  as 
post  roads."  I'hifiact  establishes  270  new  post  roads. 
Some  of  them  more  than  300  miles  in  length.  And  ta- 
ken together,  not  less  than  10,000  miles  in  length.  When 
Congress  pass  a  law  to  Construct  a  road,  they  say  ao  in  eo 
many  uDrds  f  as  in  an  act  of  the  same  dste  of  the  above, 
the  title  of  which  is,  *'  An  act  to  audiorizc  the  laying  oat 
and  opening  certain  roads." 

This  was  also  an  object  totally  beyond  the  capacity  of 
the  government  to  accompli^  and  must  hsve  been  known 
to  the  Convention  to  he  so  t  therefore  could  never  have 
entered  into  the  plan  of  '*  establishiog  post  ofBcee  and 
post  roads,"  to  leave  an  impBed  powerthat  most  oonaume 
annually  three  times  the  amount  of  your  revenue.  Be- 
cause, if  to  '*  establish"  signifies  to  construet,  it  then  be> 
comes  imperative  on  Congress  to  construct  every  port 
road  in  the  Union.  And  to  show  that  it  was  a  work  (tr 
beyond  the  resources  of  this  government  to  exeente,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  say,  there  were  already  7O0O  pott 
offices,  all  of  which  the  government  must  build,  and 
100,000  miles  of  post  roads  to  oonstmct  i  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  cheapert  estimates  of  the  port  roadaherctufoic 
constructed,  would  cost  the  government  500,000,000  dol- 
lars, with  an  average  increase  of  5000  annually.  ^  It 
would  cost  you  four  times  as  much  annually  as  the  whole 
expense  of  administering  this  government,  including  eve- 
ry department  in  it,  army,  mvy,  and  all.  It  b  utteriy  iaa- 
posttbl^  Sir,  to  imagine,  thrt  a  deliberatiTe  aa»einb|y, 
like  that  convention,  could  lisve  dreamed  of  leaving  sueh 
a  funnidable  power  concealed  irithih  another  pown-,  antl 
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to  be  draygwl  out  only  by  implietfinn,  when*  tometMrtjr 
or  fbrtjr  yean  thereafter,  the  mtijority  of  Congreu  iIiduM 
think  fit  to  call  it  intu  action.  The  entntiuty  of  this  pow- 
er if  none  th«  less  becauie  CongreM  have  not  hitherto, 
otnatructed  all  the  roaiU  they  <£um  the  power  over. — 
But  the  exercise  of  that  ;iower  it  now  about  to  commence 
itaepem^n  in  iu  moat  exttSTagant  form. 

It  haabeen  argued  by  the  fHendaof  this  meaaure.  that, 
vilhout  thia  implied  conatniction.  Congreas  cuulil  not 
earrjr  on  the  ordinary  operationa  uf  the  mail.  It  pught, 
Vbcy  aay»  be  impeded  by  the  SUtea.  But  if  it  were  poa- 
■ible  that  any  State,  or  any  people,  could  be  ao  lost  to 
Atir  own  interest  aa  to  otHtnict  tJie  mail,  you  have  alrea- 
dy pswed  hws  more  than  auflicient  to  punish  audi  wan- 
too  temerity.  You  have  given  by  law  the  superiority  of 
the  loada  and  highways  to  the  mail  carriersi  and  every 
body  Uobliffed  to  give  the  road.  If  any  person  obstructs 
the  pttge  of  the  mail,  he  ia  punishable  by  fine  and  im-- 
priaonment.  If  the  mail  ia  robbed,  it  ia  made  a  peniten 
tiaiy  offence.  Jf,  in  robbing  the  mail,  the  mail  carrier 
b  put  in  fear  uf  hia  life,  you  punisli  the  offender  with 
dnth.  And  aurely  the  power  you  hold  over  the  purw, 
orer  the  penonal  hberty,  and  over  the  life  and  death  uf 
tlw  ofeitder  who  shaH  dare  to  obttniet  the  passage  of  the 
mull  m  aa  ample  aa  it  would  be  aafe  to  phiee  In  the  hands 
orCongfeiM. 

Hie  power  given  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StMtcs  "  to  declare  war,"  Iws  been  great))'  rvlied  <>n,  as 
gning,  by  implication,  the  power  to  construct  military 
nada  (  which,  we  are  told,  can  be  used.  In  times  of  peace, 
fcrpost  roads,  and  commercial  roads.  Tou  have  passed 
thltti^  two  bloody  wars  sucoesBfully,  without  a  miliia> 
ly  raw.  Ia  it  to  be  aapposed  your  enemy  is  to  meet  you 
lAdte  end  of  your  military  road,  or  is  he  to  uae  it  as  well 
ta  you  who  loake  H  ?  Tou  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
yourenemy  wbereveryou  find  himi  not  where  you  would 
wish.  War  toads,  when  uecctsary,  can  only  be  made  for 
tba  occasion,  and  that  must  be  lefV  to  the  discretion  of  the 
coouBander  «if  your  army.  Can  any  thing  be  more  ridi- 
coloua  than  Congress  constructing  military  roads  without 
knowing  where  the  operations  of  war  are  to  rage  ?  The 
universal  consent  of  mankind  has  established  it,  without 
repeal,  that  the  operationa  of  war  provide  their  own  roads. 

It  it  a  rule  of  construction,  never  to  be  depnrted  from, 
diat,  in  reconciling  a  doubtful  law,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
aaeertain  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver,  and  that  will  set- 
tie  the  Cfmstniction.  The  intention  of  the  Convention, 
on  that  oecBkion ,  is  ao  nalpable  as  to  leave  no  doubt  what* 
«vcr.  Varions  propositioAi  were  aobmitted  by  different 
newibersof  that  Coitventiunt  among  them  was  Mr.  Charles 
Pinckn^,  of  South  Carolina.  One  of  Mr.  Pinckney's 
profMwitions  was,  **  That  Congress  should  have  power  to 
establish  military  roads."  Although  many  of  Mr.  Finck- 
ney's  other  propoutiofls  were  adopted,  they  rejected  this 
Mie  toMtablhh  miEtary  roads.  Rejecting  it,  is  ademon- 
■tnlion  that  the  power  was  not  given  )  and  therefore  can- 
not be  tmplied  without  violatifqf  the  settled  principles  of 
.  contniction. 

Beaidea,  it  is  a  power  by  no  means  essentiHl  to  either 
nising  or  supporting  an  army.  Nor  did  the  Convention 
bcKeve  ao,  or  they  must  have  adoptetl  it  t  and  mnre  es> 
pecially,  ta  the  propowtion  was  directly  submitted.  I'he 
•vtdence  is  abundant  from  Uie  constitution  itself.  They 
gtve  Congress  **  power  to  declare  war,"  which  would  ir- 
feiistQ>ly  have  implied  a  power  to  raise  ami  support  ar- 
mies. They  might  have  declared  war,  but  bow  were  they 
to  earry  it  on  without  an  army  *  I'hey  did  carry  on  a 
prosperous  war  without  constructing  a  single  road. — 
Ruting  an  army  woukl  also  irresistibly  imply  the  power 
to  nipport  an  army.  Yet  they  are  both  expressly  pro- 
dded for  in  ao  msny-wcMdi.  There  is  a  distinct  plauae 
givii^  Congress  **  tht  power  to  pronde  and  maintun  a 
Mvy."   Aiiotlm  to  make  rules  coneeming  captiitca  on 


land  and  water  i  and  various  other  distinct  prorisiona  i 
all  of  which  are  mimitely  and  separately  expressed— 
whilst  the  power  to  construct  military  roads  is  left  to  be 
picked  out  of  some  of  the  other  powers  by  implieatioa. 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare." 

On  the  last  clatise  of  thia  paragraph,  *'  to  provide  fttr 
the  common  defence  and  general  wemre,"  great  reltuice 
had  also  been  placed,  to  derive  the  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canus  :  to  which  a  concise  answer  would  b^ 
sufBcient.  As  this  precedes  the  enumeration  of  PCVers, 
it  can  have  no  alliisioR,  but  to  the  several  obi<;cta'therein 
enumerated,  all  of  which  are  intended  to  prantote  either 
the  common  defence  or  general  wel&re  :  providing  a  na- 
vy, raising  an  armjr,  &c  are  pcovidiiig  for  the  common 
defence.  Regulating  commerce,  eatablidring  post  o^ces, 
&c.  are  providing  for  the  general  welfive.  But  a  saving 
clause,  to  precede  the  enumerated  powers,  would  be  a 
palpable  absurdity.  '  It  woidd  resemble  a  conveyancer, 
who  should  convey  the  appurtenances,  before  he  convey- 
ed the  premises  ;  or  a  dying  man,  who  should  bequeath 
the  residue  of  hia  estate,  before  be  bequeathed  the  spe* 
cific  legaciea.  If  this  had  succeeded  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers, it  would  have  been  an  absurdity ;  because  it  would 
embrace  every  po<»ible  object  within  the  scope  of  legis- 
lative action,  and  would  have  totidly  superseded  every 
enumerated  power,  and  left  Congress  under  no  other  res- 
traint llian  that  of  their  own  unbridled  wdt. 

A  correlative  doctrine  is  founded  on  the  first  part  of  the 
clause — the  power  Congress  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  "and  excises."  Having  tbe  power  to  coC 
iect  money.  Congress  can  dispose  of  it  in  any  manner 
they  think  fit  (  therefore,-  they  have  the  power  to  apply 
it  to  construct  roads  and  .canals.  General  Hamilton  nnt 
gave  this  opinion  ;  others  have  since  followed  in  his  train. 
It  ia  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  reconcile  thia  princi- 
ple, that  Congress  can  auth  wize  another  power  to  expend 
and  distribute  the  public  moneys,  when  tiie  advocates  of 
the  measure  acknowledge  Congress  itself  cannot  expend 
it  for  the  same  objects.  This  is  a  broad  ground  of  con- 
struction, and  one  not  warranted  by  the  ordinal?  import 
of  the  words.  Tlie  same  remarks  may  be  applied  here, 
that  were  applied  to  the  last  part  of  the  sentence,  *■  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare."  "  To  lay  am! 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  ami  excis4:s,"  compose  the 
Rnt  enumerated  power  given  to  Coiij^resa.  And  then 
follows,  in  immeduite  siicceaaion,  the  objects  upon  which 
the  moneys  collected  fVom  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
dses,  shall  be  expended.  And  if  there  be  any  meaning 
at  all  in  the  sentence,  it  is  limited,  "  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  Stales,"  Your  debts  are  not  yet  paid,  and 
"  tJie  common  defence"  Is  defined  in  the  power  given 
**  to  provide  a  navy,  raise  armies,  oi^nizing,  training, 
and  ^sciidming  the  militia,"  8ic.  And  your  '*  genenil 
welfiire'*  is  defined  in  the  power  given  to  "  regulate  com- 
merce, establisl^  post  offices  and  poA  rtm\t,  coin  mO' 
ney,"  &c- 

'I'axes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  ai<e  that  part  of  the 
property  of  the  people  at  large,  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  contribute,  for  carrying  into  operation  the  objects 
set  forth  ii)  the  enumerated  powers.  This  they  have 
heretofore  yielded  a  willitig  obedience  to.  To  support 
your  wan,  they  submitted  lu  a  stamp  act,  to  an  excise,  to 
furniture  tax*  &c.  Wht^n  the  thirteenth  Congress  de- 
clared the  last  war  with  Kngland,  no  member  would  haz- 
ard his  popularity  to  propose  a  tax,  and  the  war  hod  ncHr- 
ly  failed  under  lUeir  timid  silence  t  the  people  goaded 
Congress  into  a  lax,  and  an  onerous  one  ensued,  which 
they  bore  witli  the  nu^iuuiimity  of  freemen,  because  they 
believed  it  a  cmistitutional  duty.  But  let  your  revenue 
from  imposts  fidl  ^rt,  and  a  tax  be  bud  for  roads  and 
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'Canala,  breakwaters  and  tunnels — you  wonM  find  a  revolt 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  another.  They  woiild  not 
be  led  by  the  giddy  dance  of  eveiy  politician  tliat  sliould 
construe  the  first  part  of  the  constrtiition  he  might  hap- 

Een  to  turn  lo,  as  contaiping  imptted  powers  to  jiMtiPy  a 
urtbemome  lax  upon  h'w  neighbor,  to  make  convenient 
toads  firt-  himself.  No  ventieman  of  Congress,  in  these 
times,  however,  could  be  conmd«rei1  a  constitutional  law- 
yer,  unless  he  was  master  of  the  impUed  powers  that  were 
•apposed  tfl  lark  in  all  its  provisions.  'I  lie  principles  of 
coiuftruction  that  now  govern  iis,  reminded  him  of  some 
Tonetty  waiter  in  the  newapapcra,  who  said,  "  Construction 
B  an  artmt  IVindler,  and  bubbles  more  people  out  of 
tMir  rights  th.'in  twenty  Mmiea.  Give  me'cQnatructtnn 
™^  'f  V'-r,  and  I  will  construe  the  world  off  iu  hinges 
WHho>^'(  thing  to  rest  my  lever  on."  And  should  the 
I*°^erK  of  construction,  which  Congress  have  assumed, 
continue  to  advance,  it  would  soon  pogsess  a  mi<re  imli- 
Tnited  power  tiian  any  monarch  in  Europe  ;  and  one  that 
would  shake  this  government  to  its  Centrr.  For  this  be- 
Uel^  eiddences  ore  not  wanting.  | 

But  with  all  these  powen  of  implication,  no  one  had 
yet  found  upon  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  the  right 
of  soil  was  given,  wliereon  to  construct  those  roatis  and 
canals,  witliuut  which  an  implied  power  tu  construct 
would  be  destitute  of  foundation,  and  the  whole  fabric 
must  tumble.  This  objection  did  not  rest  upon  tl>e  sim- 
ple negative,  that  the  powers  not  delegated  toihe  United 
States  were  retained  by  the  States  or  the  ptrople,  oiily» 
which  was  conclusive,  but  on  another  negative,  which 
amounts  to  a  positive  denial  of  the  riglit  of  sovereignty. 
Congress  are  expressly  empowrred,  in  the  8th  section  of 
the  1st  arucle,  the  very  section  and  article  from  whence 
the  censiructive  powers  are  drawn, 

"  I'o  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  wliatso> 
ever,  over  sucb  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
as  may,  by  cesuon  of  particular  Slates,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  GovemtnL-nt 
of  tlie  United  Slates,  and  to  exercise  like  autltority  over 
all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  in  which  the  same  sliall  be,  for  the  erection 
of  fortx,  magaaines,  anenali,  dockyards,  and  otlier  need- 
Ail  buildings." 
Congress  could  not  exercise  the  smallest  degree  of  le- 

Eislation  over  the  ten  miles  square,  iiself,  on  which  they 
are  erected  the  C&pilul  of  ttie  United  Slates,  not  so 
much  as  to  lay  the  fimndation  of  the  building,  until  the 
States  of  Marylaml  and  Virginia  eacli  pa&scd  laws  author- 
izing the  Guvernmt-iit  of  the  United  States  lo  take  it, 
and  Congress  passed  a  law  authniizing  tlie  acceptance. 
Nor  can  they  build  a  furt,  magazine,  arsenul,  or  dock- 
yard, all  of  wliicl)  are  indispensobly  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of.  the  country,  aiul  mtimately 
connected  with  the  subject  of  war,  and  without  which 
your  army  must  lose  a  main  part  of  its  safeguard,  and 
your  navy  be  neglected,  until  they  first  purchA4c  the 
soil  on  which  they  are  to  be  erected,  by  the  consent  of 
the  States  in  which  such  place  may  lie,  and  p»s9  a  corres- 
pondent law  to  accept  it  for  that  puroose.  Yet  4t  is  con- 
tended, that  Congress  lutve  an  implied  power  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals  wheresoever  they  please.  That 
this  negative  was  a  complete  denial  of  the  power,  there 
could  not  be  a  question.  For,  according  to  a  well  known 
rule  expressing  what  they  might  purchase  and  accept, 
by  tlie  conuetit  of  the  Legishiture  of  a  State,  excludes 
the  power  to  uccept  any  other.  Hxpraaio  unitu  eat  ex- 
eltuio  alterita.  Tlie  expression  of  one  proposition  ex- 
cludes any  other  proposition.  Because,  if  Ccigreas  hud 
tltc  power,  there  coukl  be  no  reason  for  giving  it  agsin  t 
if  they  liad  it  not,  they  could  take  no  more  tlian  what 
was  given. 

I  Your  Sedition  Lawi,  TariA,  Colonization  Soe'wUta,  Mcnwriaii 
Ibr  a  OMKfal  EnamilpftUMi,  (ttc.  b*.  an  all  tb«  •fxpriaf  at  implM 
powsr. 


The  Senate  has  just  passed  an  act  for  constractinff*  m 
military'  road  in  the  State  of  Maine :  provided  that  tbe 
Legistattire  of  the  Stale  of  Maine  shall  consent  thereto. 
And  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  lias  passed  a  reoo- 
lution  authorizing  Congrear  lo  erect  loll'gates  on  that 
portion  of  the  Cumberhtnd  Rood  that  lies  within  that 
State,  with  many  provisos  limiting  and  controlling  tlie 
opentiona  of  Congress. 

Sir,  has  it  coma  to  this,  that  the  United  StaUs  which 
have  assumed  and  maintained  so  elevated  a  rank  among- 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  whose  Constitution  haa 
been  the  admiration  of  the  world,  for  its  well  defined, 
and  well  balanced,  powers  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  CJovemment  of  the  States,  by  wlucli  alone 
they  supposed  its  durability  secured,  must  truckle  to  ■ 
single  State,  a  member  of  its  own  body,  and  beg  or  dtaT- 
fer  for  the  paltry  privilege  of  making  a  road  within  the 
limits,  and  for  the  benefit  of  that  State — and  lo  be  die* 
taled  to  and  circumscribed  in  ihe  exercise  of  that  privi- 
lege i  Does  such  a  course  comport  with  the  digiiity  of 
this  Government }  Or,  what  is  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant fyr  our  consideration,  does  it  comport  with  th« 
safety  of  ttiis  Government  * 

If  the  Government  of  the -United  States  hayc  not  tbe 
riglit  of  sovereignty  over  (he  soil,  by  the  power  of  the 
Constitution,  can  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  bes:ow  that 
right  of  sovereignty  ?  If  she  can,  does  it  not  put  it  in 
the  power  of  a  single  State  to  make  an  essential  change 
in  the  Constitution,  and  confer  a  power  which  all  rac 
States,  in  ccmvention,  withheld  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment ?  If  the  General  Government  has  that  rif^it  by 
the  Constitution,  Pennsylvania  cannot  bestow  it.  But 
suppose  Feimsylvania  should  carry  her  doctrine  furllier, 
and  yield  ui)  the  sovereignly  of  tlie  whole  State,  for  it 
she  can  yield  a  part  she  can  yield  the  whole,'and  the  State 
of  Ne>v  York  ami  the  State  of  Ohio  shoiikl  fwUow  her 
example,  coukl  they  not  fjrm  a  confederacy  in  the 
centre,  that  wniild  dictate  to  Ihe  wlinle  Union,  and  on- 
ginate  a  nucleus  that  would  at  once  consolidate  the  Go- 
\emment  ?  Sir,  if  the  other  SUtes  follow  tlie  example  of 
Pennsylvania,  aitd  surrender  their  sovereignty  by  piece- 
meals, your  State  Goveniments  will  not  be  wortli  preserv- 
ing t  and,  if  they  were,  they  could  have  that  privilege 
but  a  XiOUt  while.  Who  were  tbe  statesmen  that  first 
pushed  this  doctrine  }  Those  who  are  looking  to  empire* 

Sir,  the  tariff  of  1816^  tor  a  system  of  protecting  du- 
ties to  manufactures  (  the  bonus  bill  of  1817,  for  a  sys- 
tem of  Internal  Improvements  ;  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  1819,  recommending  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  military  road  and  canals ;  and  the  law  of  1834, 
for  procuring  plans,  estimates,  und  surveys  fur  nationsi 
roads  and  canals,  were  the  priests  that  bound  your  Con- 
slitdtion  fast  in  cords,  and  laid  it  at  the  fool  of  tbe  altar 
of  caprice,  avarice,  interi-st,  and  ambition,  and  we, 
their  surrogates,  are  about  to  immolate  tbe  viclim. 

After  Mr.  S.  coiichuled  his  speech,  Mr.  KANE  said, 
he  rose  for  l)ie  purpose  of  doing  tliat  which  would  bet- 
ter have  been  done  yesterday,  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
made  to  the  Scnatort  from  Illinois,  by  tbe  prerwding* 
officer  of  the  Senate,  as  to  hi*  cunvcrsatiwH  and  op'm- 
ions  upon  the  subject  of  the  Illinois  canal  bill,  whicb  was 
before  the  Senate  two  yean  ago.  I'he  statement  of  tbo 
conversation,  which  that  gentleman  had  done  him  the 
honor  to  hold  w'nU  him,  and  of  the  opinions  expressed 
by  him,  and  ut  ihe  time  designated,  corresponded  sub- 
Btunlially,  ami,  he  wwiild  say,  exactly,  with  clear  recol- 
lection upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  THOMAS  remarked,  that  it  would  afTonl  liim 
great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  liis  power  to  curruborate  Hie 
statement  made  by  the  President  yesterday,  but  be  had 
no  recollection  of  tlie  conversation  alluded  tu  by  the 
President.  On  the  contrary,  he  recollects  diatlncUy  to 
have  gone  to  the  table  of  one  of  the  members  from  In- 
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diuw.  [Mr.  NoBLB,]  to  compare  notea  with  him,  botti 
baring  counted  the  robe*  as  the  cftit  was  nuule.  The 
votes  bein^f  equal,  I  remariced  that  we  should  carry  the 
bill;  the  Premleiit  will  give  the  casting  vote  in  &vur  of 
iL  The  repl^  was,  you  are  mistaken,  sir  i  he  will  vote 
spinst  the  bill  I  state  this  to  show  that  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  :  but  I  ajfsin  repeat,  that  I  should  be  glad  to 
Iiave  it  in  my  power  to  corroborate  the  statement.  Some 
tinw  after  tne  rejection  ct  the  bill,  my  oollugue  infbrm- 
•d  aw  that  the  Vice  President  and  himself  had  held  such 
a  convenation  as  that  stated. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  remarked,  that,  when  he  had 
&e  conversatHMi  with  the  Sensttv  from  Illinois,  be  had 
thought  the  other  Seiutor  was  present— but  itmusl  have 
been  another  Senator. 

Ur.  T.  aaii^  that,  but  for  the  dreunutance  of  his  mak- 
ing the  remark  to  the  ffeiitleman  from  Indiana,  at  the 
time,  be  nugfat  distrust  his  own  memory. 

Ttie  questiM  being  Uien  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
making  uqirapriatioiis  for  Internal  Improvement  to  a 
thud  readingi  it  was  decided  in  the  alBrmatiTc— 33to  10. 

HoHBAT,  AraiL  14.  1828. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Hr.  BENTON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  graduate 
Ike  prices  of  public  lands  ;  which  being  agreed  to,  and 
the  ameDdmeiit,  offered  as  a  substitute,  by  Mr.  BAR- 
TON, being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that,  to  the  two  first  amendmenU 
be  had  pud  no  attention  in  debate.  They  were  parodies 
oflus  own  bill,  and  good  answers,  as  fiu-  as  they  went,  to 
the  a^uments  against  his  bill  t  but  the  tliird  aiwndmeut 
«H  a  different  afTsir.  It  resembled  his  bill  in  nothing. 
It  was  a  complex,  unequal,  and  injurious  measure  i  and 
be  would  first  read  it  to  the  Senate,  and  then  state  his 
objections  to  it,  point  by  po>nt,  and  clause  by  clause. 

The  amendment :  [*'  strike  out  all  the  first  section, 
sfter  the  word  *  prices,'  in  the  8th  line,  and  aU  the  se- 
cond section,  and  insert  the  following;^  **Alllands that 
dttU  bare  Iwen  subject  to  entiy  at  private  sale,  for  ttie 
term  of  fire  years,  at  one  dollar  per  acre  {  for  the  terin 
often  years,  at  seventy-&ve  cents  per  acre  ;  for  the  term 
of  fifteen  years,  at  fifly  cents  per  acre  ;  and  for  the  term 
of  twenty  years,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre." 

Tbeainendmentbeingread,Mr.B.taidhe  had  various, 
distinct  and  aeparate  objcctiuns  to  it,  whicli  he  would 
state  to  tiie  Senate  with  all  posrible  brevity  and  preci- 
Mon. 

In  the  6r«t  place,  it  would  fix  a  separate  day  for  every 
aeparate  tract  of  land  to  come  into  market.  He  proved 
tbn  by  showing  that  each  individual  tract  was  to  (all  from 
one  price  to  anotlier,  upon  its  own  age,  according  to  the 
lei^h  of  time  which  it  had  been  in  market  Ijie  pur- 
ebner  must  find  out  how  manyyeats  each  tract  had  been 
subject  to  entry  at  the  four  different  prices  named  ;  and 
this  would  introduce  an  infinite  variety  of  days  for  difTer* 
ent  tracts  to  be  purcliasable  at  different  prices.  Not  only 
dittricts  and  townships  would  have  different  days,  but 
even  parts  of  the  aame  nection  ;  as  all  the  time  that  any 
tract  had  been  out  «^  market,  by  previous  sale,  relin- 
quisboient,  or  reservaUon,  would  nave  to  be  deducted, 
and  Iheie  deductions,  atldcd  to  the  original  inequality  of 
proclumiiig  the  lamls  for  sale,  or  offering  them  for  sale 
on  differeot  days.  The  infinite  number  of  these  dates 
which  would  have  to  be  learned,  and  noted  down,  for  no 
human  memory  could  retnin  them,  might  be  guessed  at 
from  the  fkct  that  a  single  million  of  acrtrs  would  present 
fif^  thousand  of  them.  Every  half  quarter  section  would 
have  lis  own  date,  at  each  sticcesuve  reduction  of  price , 
the  number  of  half  quarter  sections  in  a  nullion  of  acrea 
was  twelve  thousand  five  hundred,  and  the  number  of  re- 
ductions of  price  would  be  tour  to  each  half  quarter  f  by 


consequence,  fifty  thousand  dates  to  every  miUion  of 
seres  ;  and  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was  applicable  to 
eighty  millions  of  acres  !  The  acfiuiaition  of  these  innu- 
merable dates,  and  llieir  application  to  their  respective 
ranges,  townships,  and  sections,  would  be  impossible  to 
the  body  of  the  people.  Those  only  could  learn  them 
who  could  quit  ail  other  business,  ab.andon  thei/  homes, 
and  live  at  the  land  offices.  This  woula  give  rise  to  an 
intermediate  set  of  land  agents,  a  set  of  persons  to  coW 
lect  infitrmation  of  dates,  and  sell  that  infiurmation  to  the 
people  (  selling,  perhaps,  the  wrung  date  as  often  as  the 
right  one. 

Hr.  R.  ciintrasted  this  compKcated  and  expengiye  ma- 
chinery with  the  simplicity  of  the  bill  drawn  by  himself. 
His  bill  fixed  but  one  dsy,  and  that  the  tame  day  through- 
out all  ihe  SUtes  and  Territories,  for  all  the  public  lands 
to  fall  from  price  to  price,  llwt  day  would  be  filed  in 
the  law,  and  would  be  known  all  over  the  Union.  There 
could  be  no  mistake  or  dispute  about  it.  It  was  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next  (  and  the  first  Monday  in  the 
same  month,  in  the  second,  fourth,  and  sixth  years  there- 
after. Mr.  B-  hoped  tltat  the  Senate  would  appreciate 
the  simplicity  of  his  bill,  and  the  complexity,  oppression, 
and  hardship  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  it.  He  beg- 
ged them  to  save  tke  people  (Vom  the  labor  of  learning, 
or  the  expense  of  purcharing  a  knowledge  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dates  for  evety  million  of  acrea  of  public  land,  with 
all  the  chances  of  being  deceived  and  defrauded  by  a  set 
of  intermediate  land  agents. 

In  the  next  place.  Tie  objected  to  the  deceptive  name 
and  nature  of  the  amendment.  It  professed  to  keep  up 
the  graduating  principle  i  but  the  profession  vu  one 
thing,  and  the  faet  another.  It  was  the  imitation  of  the 
boatman,  who  looks  one  way  and  rows  the  other.  While 
profcsung  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  lands,  the  amend- 
ment, in  point  of  fact,  avoided  all  gnduation,  all  regular 
descent  by  degrees,  and  leapt  at  once  from  the  highest 
(o  the  lowest  price,  from  the  topmost  round  to  the  bottom 
of  tlie  ladder.  He  read  the  amendment  over  agi^n,  uid 
invoked  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  import  of  its 
peculiar  pliraseolc^.  He  pointed  out  the  variations  be- 
tween it  and  his  own  bill,And  continued:  Who  is  so  blind  as 
not  to  see,  that,  under  this  amendment,  if  it  becomes  a 
law,  all  die  land  that  has  been  in  market  twenty  years 
will  be  purchasable  at  twenty-five  cenU  per  acre  the  first 
day  tliat  the  law  goes  into  effect  ?  and  all  that  has  been 
in  market  fifteen  years  will  be  purchasable  on  the  same 
di^  fbr  fifty  cents  per  acre  ?  I'he  Senate  bad  heud  it  in- 
cessantly objected  to  the  graduation  system  contained  in 
his  bill,  tiMt  it  would  degenerate  into  a  mere  BdUe  of  de- 
preciation, and  sink  the  price  of  all  lands  in  five  years  to 
twenty-five  cents.  What,  then,  mutt  be  their  astonish- 
ment  to  see  the  author  of  that  objection  propose  a  plan 
by  which  the  price  of  the  same  land  was  tu  be  thrown 
down,  not  in  five  years,  but  in  one  day,  to  the  same  iden- 
tical sum  }  Mr.  B.  then  exposed  the  iiyustice  of  ofTerinif 
lands  wliicli  had  been  in  market  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
for  less  than  was  demanded  for  those  wliicli  had  been  in 
market  five  or  ten  years.  He  suid  that  the  (Kstinclion  wss 
fallacious)  (hut  difference  in  the  number  of  years  which 
different  lands  had  becu  in  market,  was  no  evidence  of 
difference  in  their  value,  because  all  were  lield  up  at  the 
same  price — all  at  $  1  35  per  acre — all  were  stopped  at 
the  same  value  i  and  whether  they  had  been  held  one 
year,  ur  twenty  years,  at  that  price,  was  immslerial  in  the 
uiquiry  into  their  present  value.  The  sales  of  the  whole 
had  been  stopped,  at  the  same  point,  and  should  recom- 
mence at  the  same  point,  and  go  on  together.  The  old- 
est dislncts  would  have  land  worth  one  ilulUr,  and  se- 
vcniy-five  cents,  und  fifty  cenis  per  acre,  as  well  an  the 
newest. 

The  third  objection  which  Mr.  B.  took  to  tliis  proposed 
amendment,  was  on  account  of  its  palpable  partiality  and 
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injustice,  snd  the  enormous  jniury  U  was  culculsted  to  do 
to  the  States  of  Miwohri,  AluDainai  Louinana*  and  Hts- 
sinippi.  The  Und  offices  bad  been  but  lately  opened  in 
these  States,  and  but  little  of  theu-  land  would  come  into 
iTiarket*  at  lite  kwtr  prices,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  to 
come.  The  first  bales  in  Missouri  were  in  1818,  and  but 
little  sold  then;  the  principal  salesin  Alabamtand  Missisvp- 

Ci  were  made  since  the  Creek  war  ;  and  in  Loui«ana  no 
ind  was  sold  by  the  United  Suies  befoK  the  year  1831. 
By  consequence,  no  land  in  these  States  would  be  in 
nmrkel,  under  the  operation  of  the  ameiMlment,  fbr  less 
than  one  dolUr  or  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  t  while,  in 
the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  witere  the  offices  have 
been  in  operation  since  the  years  1800  and  1804,  and  in 
Illinois,  where  they  have  been  partially  in  operation  since 
1814,  a  great  proportion  of  their  lands  would  be  in  market 
at  once,  at  twenty  fire  cents  and  lifly  cents  per  acre. 
The  effect  wouhl  be,  that  a  great  injury  would  be  done 
to  the  four  slave-holdin)^  States  which  he  had  mentioned, 
including  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  which  Mr.  B.  lived; 
and  therefore  could  not  agree  to  the  distinction  proposed. 
He  dettfttcd  the  idea  of  making  a  dbtinction  between  the 
States,  either  founded  upon  their  geographical  position, 
or  the  fact  of  their  holding  or  not  bolding  slaves.  His 
graduation  hill  mude  no  such  distinction.  It  steered  clear 
of  all  parliality  and  injustice.  It  put  all  the  new  States 
upon  an  equal  footing.  It  made  the  reduction  of  price 
commence  together  and  go  on  tc^etlier,  in  each  and 
every  one  of  them.  It  gave  nu  advantage  to  the  slave 
Stales,  although  the  lands  had  been  longer  in  market,  in 
point  of  fact,  and  more  thorougltly  picked  in  some  of 
these  than  in  any  of  the  iion-slt.Teholtling  States,  in  Lou- 
isiana and  Missouri,  for  example,  where  the  hnda  were 
picked  and  culled  under  the  bountifvil  dispensations  of 
the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  for  half  a  century  before 
a  land  office  was  opened  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  drop  tliis  objection  without  pursuing 
one  step  further  the  consequences  of  tlie  partiality  he 
hwl  been  deprecating.  He  had  spoken  of  its  effect  upon 
States,  but  we  had  Territories  also  to  be  affected  by  it. 
We  had  two  Territories  in  the  South,  (Florida  and  Ar- 
binsas,')  whid)  were  slaveholding ;  ami  one  in  the  North 
(Michigan)  which  was  not  In  the  two  Southern  Terri- 
tories the  land  offices  had  been  but  lately  opened,  to  wit; 
in  Arkansas  in  the  year  1821,  and  in  Florida  in  the  year 
1825  ;  and,  in  the  Territory  to  tlie  North,  an  office  had 
been  establislied  in  one  of  iu  districts,  to  wit,  at  Detroit, 
hi  tlie  year  1804.  All  these  Territories  were  pressing 
forward  to  the  rank  of  States  ;  and  the  att^nment  of  that 
rank  would  depend  upon  the  attainment  of  a  certain 
amount  df  population,  say  forty  thousand  souls.  Great 
political  advantages  were  counted  upon  in  some  quarters 
of  the  Union,  tn  runmng  in  one  of  these  Territories  ahead 
of  the  rest— an  event  to  be  accomplished  by  accelerating 
its  acquiution  of  the  aforesaid  quantum  of  popuhtion  ; 
and  it  was  too  obvious  to  need  enforcement,  that  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment  would  have  that  effect  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Territory  of  Michi^n. 

Hr.  B.  concluded  with  sajmg  that  he  seldom  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  never,  except  in  cases  in  which  he 
believed  that  liis  constitiienls  would  wish  to  see  them, 
lie  htlieved  the  vote  on  this  amendment  to  present  one 
of  these  cases  i  be  wotdd,  therefore,  now  ask  for  them. 
Mr.  BARI'ON  spoke  in  support  of  his  amendmenL 
Mr.  COBB  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the  first 
siction  of  the  bill  presented  by  Hr.  BP.NTON.  He 
V.  islicd,  however,  to  umend  that  section,  so  as  to  make 
the  terms  of  the  different  grathtutians  t»  o  years,  and  the 
whole  term  of  the  plan  ten  yeprs  inittead  of  five. 
Mr  BEN'I  ON  opposed  the  motion  briefly. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  COBB  uas  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  COBB  moved  farther  to  amend  the  bul,  by  strik- 
ing  out  the  second  section*  lO  aa  to  confine  tlie  system 


of  graduation  tu  lands  which  have  already  been  offined 
for  sale.  He  remarked,  that  this  bill  was  to  be  locjied 
upon  as  an  experiment  i  and  in  sucli  important  ex- 
periments, the  movements  of  Congress  ought  to  be  gra- 
dual. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  word*  1st  day 
of  July,  find  insert  In  tlie  1st  section,  the  5th  of  Norem- 
bcr  I  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
BARTON,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  in 
order  to  insert  a  substitute  j  which  being  put,  it  was  de- 
cided in  tiic  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  BarnanI,  Barton,  Bateroan,  Bell, 
Chandler,  Chase,  Dtckerson,  Foot,  Knight,  Itobbiai, 
Seymoui',  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Wiley.— 14. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien.  Bouligny,  Stanch, 
Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  John- 
son, of  Ken.,  Johnston,  of  Lmu.,  Kane,  King,  HcKinley, 
Macon,  Marks,  Noble,  Parris,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Kugglei, 
Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  White.  Williams,  Woodbu- 
ry.—28. 

Mr.  BARTON  withdrew  some  other  amMdnenU  » 
ferred  by  him. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend,  at  the  end  of  Ue  9th  hne 
of  the  3d  section  ;  to  make  the  persons  to  whom  the 
lar.d  shall  be  ceded,  pay  down  five  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  C.  observed,  tnat  it  was  probably  known,  that  he 
thou^t  the  United  States  could  not  give  away  the  pub- 
lic lands.  He  wa^  however,  willing  to  put  the  compe* 
•atiou  so  low,  as  to  make  it  merely  nominal. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  did  not  object,  and  the  ametf  • 
ment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  thad 
section  which  restricts  those  persons  to  whom  donaUoM 
are  made,  to  lands  which  have  been  in  market  a  ye"i « 
the  price  of  50  cents.  He  said  this  restriction  *«»*^ 
oppressive  on  tlie  poorer  claaa  of  people,  as  he  thMgn 
they  ouglit  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  patent  on  any  of  the 
public  htnds. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  motion  as  offering  a 
new  feature  in  the  bill.  Donations  of  Und  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  made  until  it  would  not  bring  50  cenbt 
The  motion  would  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  bill,  sno 
introduce  a  principle  not  contemplated  by  its  MWW. 
Mr.  T.  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  one  and  "»•"*• 
ing  two»  so  ai  to  restrict  donationa  of  lands  to  such  u 
have  been  in  market  two  years^  at  50  cents.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  any  change  would  de- 
stroy the  harmony  of  the  bill  He  oppoiea  the  notion 
of  Mr.  KING. 

Mr.  KING  sustained  his  motion.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  would  operate  in  the  Western  States.  But  he 
wouki  pbee  no  value  on  Hie  bill,  as  ruptrded  perioM% 
in  his  State,  who  could  not  purehMe  at  50  cento  an  acre, 
if  the  amendment  were  not  adopted. 

Tlie  question  being  then  -taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  suj^ested,  that  some  F«w»>M 
ottght  to  be  made,  that,  when  the  refuse  of  lands  shouM 
be  ceded  to  the  States,  those  persons  ftothorixcd  to  take 
hinds  by  the  payment  of  5  centa  per  acre  should  not  en- 
joy the  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  an  amendment  in  compliance 
with  the  suggestion  (  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BKANCH  offered  a  proviso,  which  provided  that 
no  State  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  thhi  biD,  tbe  l^gj'' 
lature  of  wliich  State  did  not,  within  two  yean  after  its 
passage,  relinquish  all  right  to  the  two  per  cent,  fiind  oii 
the  Mile  of  the  public  lands «  and,  furthermore,  agfce  to 
make  nu  claim  on  Congress  fur  apptopriation*  in  aid  a 
Internal  lmpro\  ement. 
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AnsK  is,  1828.] 


Qraduetlen  of  the  Riblie  LmdB, 


[SENATi:. 


On  motion  of  Ur.  BENTON,  the  qiieition  divided 
•o  u  to  take  the  question  first  on  that  part  of  the  provisp, 
before  tlie  word  *'  furthermore." 

Mr.  RING  conceived  that  tlie  Legislaturea  could  not 
release  the  United  States.  The  two  per  cents,  was  grant- 
ed by  a  coinp.iCt  entered  into  by  the  People  in  Conven- 
tton,  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  could  not  |pve  up 
the  eiHnpact  Nothing  uf  impoHance  would  be  obtain- 
ed by  the  States  in  the  refuse  of  land>  white  the  power 
of  the  United  StMes  tu  tax  the  lands,  which  was  felt  in  a 
most  burtfaensome  manner,  was  still  retained. 

Mr.  BKANCH  supported  his  proviso  by  a  few  re- 
narks. 

Mr.  HcKINLEY  contended  that,  in  the  State  of  AIa> 
bama,  lands,  after  having  been  reduced  lo  SJ^centsan 
acre,  and  remained  so  one  year,  would  be  worth  nothing. 
He  wvuld  agree  to  the  motion  if  it  went  further,  and 
allowed  the  States  to  collect  (oils  on  improvements  made 
by  them. 

The  first  portion  of  the  proviso  was  then  rejected. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  second  portion  of 
the  proviso  t  that  the  new  States  sliould  make  no  claim 
on  toe  United  Statei^  for  Internal  Improvement,  after 
the  cesBon  of  the  refuse  of  the  lands  to  the  Sutes. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  this 
proposition. 

Mr.  H'KINLET  Kplied  to  Mr.  Bukch. 

Mr.  TAZeWELL  said,  he  liked  the  idea  of  the  pro- 
pontion,  but  not  the  manner  in  which  it  was  offered.  It 
would  meet  his  views  If  it  could  be  jtfovided  that  the 
lands  ceded  sliould  be  appEed  for  Internal  Improrement, 
or  any  otlier  public  purpose ;  he  did  not  care  whether 
for  education  or  Internal  Improvement.  He  thought 
that,  if  it  was  not  pointed  out  how  these  lands  should  be 
wpEed,  it  would  CTeate  oonfuaion  in  the  ^.egishtures  of 
ue  sutes. 

Mr.  BEMl'ON  remarked,  that,  if  this  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  modified  by  the  gen- 
lleinaa  from  Vir^nia,  were  adopted,  it  would  be  for  the 
States  to  cqisimr  whether  Otey  would  take  the  refuse 
on  these  terms.  He  had  intended  to  move  to  print  the 
bin  when  amended  i  and,  as  most  of  the  amendments 
had  now  been  gone  througli  with,  he  hoped  it  might  now 
be  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  was  a  veiy  important  bill, 
and  ought  to  be  well  considered. 

Nr.  ROWAN  spoke  in  oppontion  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  some  length  in  oppoution  to  the 
proviso  offered  by  Mr.  Bbasch.  It  would  be  in  viola- 
tim  d  the  compact  between  the  States  and  the  United 
States.  He  did  not  care  how  the  law  was  passed  ;  the 
States  could  not  violate  the  compact.  If  the  proviso 
was  added,  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands 
would  be  us^ett.  Bills  were  now  habitually  filled  with 
eitfaneous  matter,  until  they  were  lost  j  and  ofTennve 
wnendmeots  were  crammed  down  the  throats  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  West.  If  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  Uble,  it 
would  not  be  by  bis  vote.  If  they  were  to  reject  this 
Inll,  be  hoped  it  would  be  done  fairly,  and  by  no  indirect 
moms.  If  any  thing  was  to  be  done  for  the  West,  he 
hoped  K  would  be  done  freely.  Hitherto,  God  knows, 
they  have  had  difliculty  enough  to  get  tlie  Government 
to  fulfil  its  obligations. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  he  had  no  furtlier  amendments 
to  offer  ;  neither  did  he  wish  to  cram  this  proviso  down 
the  throats  of  the  Western  People. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  upon  tlte  table, 
ud  print  it,  with  the  amendments  {  whksh  was  agreed  to. 

TvxaAAT,  Apbil  15,  1828. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
piicca  of  the  public  lands  was  again  taken  up> 
Vol.  IV— 42 


Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend  the  fburth  section,  bjr  ad- 
ding a  bmviso,  in  substance  that  the  cession  of  the  re- 
fiise  oT  the  lands  should  not  be  made  to  the  States  until 
they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
the  amonnt  expended  b^  the  United  Slates,  in  survey- 
ing the  lands,  &c.  but  withdrew  his  amendment  tempo- 
rarily. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  strike  out  the  fburth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  (providingTor  the  cession  of  the  refuse  of 

the  lands. ) 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  annex  certain  conditions  to  the  grant  of  the 
refuse  of  the  lands  to  the  States. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  delay  the  motion  to  recommit  until  the  questicm 
should  he  taken  on  the  motion  of  Vta  CHavDLsn. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  made  the  same  suggcftion,  when 
Mr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  tostrike  oat  part  of  ihe  4th 
section,  and  substitute  a  provision  that  all  Unda  which 
shall  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  35  cents  per  acre,  for 
two  years,  shall  be  ceded  to  tlie  States^  to  be  appropriat- 
ed to  the  purposes  of  education  and  Internal  Improrc- 
ment  within  the  Sutea.  [Mr.  TAZEWELL  expluned 
his  views  in  offering  the  amendment.  He  thought  a 
cession  of  a  large  quantity  of  lands,  which  mirht  oe  of 
great  value  to  the  Sutes,  would  be  creative  uf  evil  ef- 
ti£cu  i  but,  if  the  objecU  to  which  they  should  be  appli- 
ed were  pointed  out,  the  grant  would  probably  be  bene- 
ficial.] 

Mr.  S  HITH,  of  Md.,  thought  it  ought  to  be  applied  to 
Internal  Improvement  alone.  Education  bad  already 
been  provided  for  in  those  States  by  acU  of  Congresi. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  education  and." 

Mr.  RUGtiLGS  opposed  the  amendment.  He  thought 
that  the  lands  ouriit  to  b^  appUed  as  the  States  should 
think  proper.  Tnere  had  been  no  applic^on  on  the 
part  of  any  of  tlie  SUtes  for  diveitine  these  lands  from 
the  objects  to  wliich  tliey  were  origtnaUy  directed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  Uso  opposed  Mr.  Tazbwkll's  amend 
ment.  If  a  sale  of  land  was  to  be  made  to  the  States, 
he  thought  we  ought  not  to  impose  conditions. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  spoke  upon  the  amendment,  and 
observed  that  the  States  had  no  de^reto^vert  tbelandi 
from  the  objecU  pointed  out  by  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  made  a  Sew  remark^  and  dearcd 
tliat  the  amendment  might  be  modified  so  as  to  embraoe 
donations  to  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  ELLIS  made  some  remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Md.  It  was  known,  he  said,  that  the  nxteenUi 
sections  v  ere,  in  the  greater  number  of  insUnces,  unpro- 
ductive.  He  wished  that  the  amendment  might  be  so 
modified,  that  the  lands  should  be  disposed  of  under  the 
direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates.  He  was  op- 
posed lo  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  frtnn 
Maryland. 

Mr.  HcKlNLET  said,  that  the  amendment  seemed  to 
be  grounded  on  the  supposition,  that  the  cession  of  these 
lands  would  cause  electioneering  and  disturbance.  If 
this  was  likely  to  Uke  place  at  alC  it  would  be  increased 
by  the  number  of  objects  to  whicih  it  was  applied.  There 
would  be  a  party  in  uvor  of  each  of  the  several  otyecti, 
and  the  strife  would  be,  which  could  obUin  the  largest 
share  of  tile  lands.  He  considered  that  Internal  Improve- 
ment was  the  most  important  object,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
condition  of  the  cession  would  be  confined  to  that  object. 

Mr.  SMITH.  ofMd.,  said,  hif  views  were  entirely  met 
by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  first  up  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  McKmu«T.]  He  argues  that  the  difl%rent  obJecu 
would  cause  continued  electioneering  and  dissension. 
As  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Mtsdsslmii,  if 
the  sixteentlt  sections  are  as  poor  as  he  repreaeflta  theni) 
let  us  give  them  better  sections. 
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Qn^MoUen  of  ike  PuWc  £and$^£idbm  Smigraiien. 


[AvB»i6;i«a8. 


Ur.  ELLIS  Bud»  that  the  difficulty  apprehended  by 
Ae  gentlemen  from  Uaryhind  and  Alabama  might  be 
pKTentedf  by  pmnting  out  in  the  bill,  that  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  lands  be  applied  to  each  object.  Hia 
atatement  as  to  the  worthlessnesa  of  the  aizteenth  sec- 
ttona  was  corroborated  by  a  bill  which  had  been  intro- 
dneed  on  a  fimner  day  by  the  gentlennui  from  Abbuna, 
and  wbidi  bad  been  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB  aaid,  he  could  not  rote  for  a  cefcMon  of 
land  to  the  States,  without  some  nominal  conndcration. 
He  bad  alwaya  been  of  opinion  that  these  donations  of 
land  were  onconatitutional. 

Mr.  TTLER  ezpreased  the  same  ebjeclion.  He  ob- 
lerredj  that^  in  the  expectation  that  the  gentleman  from 
GetHgia  would  hereafter  offer  an  amendment,  which 
tbould  require,  at  least,  a  show  cMuideration  for  the 
ceded  lands,  he  bad  no  scrapie  to  TOte  kie  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  hia  colleague. 

Mr.  NOBLE  centered  the  cession  of  lands  a  differ- 
ent subttantive  question  from  the  graduation  of  the 
prices  of  public  lands.  He  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
and  aaked  whether  these  bnds  were  to  be  ceded  to  the 
8tate%  Mid  confiiied  to  education  and  Internal  Improre* 
inent,  aiM-the  cession  act  of  Virginia  made  null  and 
Toid  f  He  cfHuplained  that  the  bill  bad  been  d<^ged 
and  obstnicted  on  evety  occasion  on  ^  hieli  it  had  been 
brought  forward.  This  bill,and  the  objectswhich  had  been 
drawn  into  it,  were  distinct  matters,  having  no  analogy. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  8H1TH>  of  Md.»  to 
tiie  unendment,  wai  then  rdected. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  TAZEWBfX,  to  strike  out  and  in- 
sert, the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by  Mr.  URANCH, 
and  having  been  ordered,  Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  a 
divinon  of  the  question,  and  the  vole  on  striking  out  be- 
ing first  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

lit.  MACON  wished  to  make  a  motion  in  relation  to 
the  bill  It  was  one  of  great  importance.  He  was  in 
&nr  of  the  first  section,  as  be  Jtbougbt  the  graduation 
experiment  ought  to  be  tried,  and  would,  if  it  was  in 
order,  move  to  strike  out  all  but  that  section. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  motion  would  not  now  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Tiiawau,  as 
to  the  object  of  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  I'AZEWELL  explained  in  veiy  near  the  worda 
of  hia  fbrmer  remarks.  The  qucftion  was  then  taken  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  TAixnLi,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  then  renewed  his  motion  .to  amend,  (to 
make  the  cession  only  after  the  expense  of  surveying  had 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury.) 

The  motian  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BARTON,  who 
fftored  to  strike  cot  Ute  restriction  to  no  smaller  portion 
tfian  one  quarter  section  i  which  vas  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  t 
but  thought  it  better  to  drop  the  cesnon  clause  altoge- 
ther. It  was  not  neceasar}'  to  act  upon  that  part  for  se> 
veral  years.  He  wished  the  gentteroan  fhim  Georgia 
would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  COBB  aaaented,  if  the  gentleman  fivm  Hisaourt 
should  deah«  it 

The  CHAIR  said  it  could  not  be  withdrawn,  as  it  had 
been  amended,  without  nnaninwua  oonaent. 

Mr.  BENTtMf  aaid.  that,  as  the  cession  clause  seemed 
to  produce  much  difficulty,  he  would  acquiesce  in  the 
witbdnwa]  of  that  portion  of  die  bill,  mm  it  could  be 
acted  upon  at  a  foture  period. 

Mr.  NOBLE  ^oke  at  conndenble  length  in  fiivor  of 
the  cevrion  of  the  lands. 

Mr.  COBB  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend,  by  unaid- 
aous  consent  t  sod  the  questim  being  tdcen  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  cumsa,  to  strike  out  the  4th  seetiai,  it 
was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MACON  moved  to  amend  the  9th  line  of  the  Id 
section,  so  aa  to  allow  no  heads  of  fiimily  to  ei^oy  pre- 
emption rights,  until  the  lands  Iwd  been  offered  two 
years  at  35  cents  (instead  of  fifty  cents-} 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  the  reason  for  fixing  this  pre- 
emption, at  the  berinning,  of  the  graduation  rf  25  centt, 
was  because  it  would  tempt  those  who  were  able  to  par- 
chase,  tn  pay  for  it  at  50  cents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  donation 
of  lands  to  actual  settlers,  whi<*  he  thought  a  very  ins- 
portant  feature  of  the  bilL  He  did  not  feel  at  fiberty  to 
act  fully  upon  K  at  preaent  Biit  on  some  points  he  waa 
free  to  speak.  He  did  not  tliink  it  expedient  to  drive 
actual  aettlers  to  the  rafose  of  the  lands.  If  tliey  wet* 
young  men,  and  valuable  citizens,  what  was  t» 
them  ought  to  be  good.  He  also  did  not  think  that  aa 
equivalent-  would  be  gained  by  5  centa  an  acre «  allow- 
ing settlera  to  live  on  the  lands  and  deatroy  the  timber 
during  four  or  five  years^  and  to  go  away  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  He  thought  this  would  be  cheap  living  fir* 
four  or  five  years.  His  idea  was  that  tlic  price  should  be 
fixed  at  30  or  40  per  cent,  to  actual  aettlers,  and  ahoold 
be  worth  the  mcmey  in  compariaon  to  the  sales  of  lands, 
or  be  Aould  think  the  better  plan  w^ld  be  to  rettram 
dona'ions  until  the  land  fell  to  the  price     35  centa. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  he  was  pleaaed  with  the  plan 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  but  he  thought  it  oaght 
to  extend  ftrther.  He  would  wish  to  have  the  arrange- 
ment something  Jike  thia:  While  the  hnds  are  at  the 
highest  niinimum,  one  dolbr,  allow  actual  seHlen  to  bsva 
the  pre-empiion  right  at  75  cents  i  when  they  were  at  75 
cent^  allow  actual  settlera  to  enter  them  at  50  cents; 
and  so  on  down  to  the  lowest  This,  he  thought,  wo«U 
be  productive  of  a  good  effect,  aa  it  wouM  be  a  contin- 
ued encouragement  to  actual  settlers,  and  give  tbem  aa 
advantage  over  other  purchasers.  With  this  opinio^  he 
^ould  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  gentlonan  froM 
North  Carolina ;  and  he  threw  eut  the  suggrstioo  to  Ae 
gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  BENTON  ssid  that  he  was  highly  pleaacd  with 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  should  wish 
time  to  act  upon  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  biltwaa  then  onlctcd  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

WsDiTzsDiT,  Aran.  16,  1838. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  public  lands  was  taketi  up  ;  and  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Micos  having  been  wtth> 
drawn — 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  offered  an  amendment,  matki^ 
provision  that,  while  the  landa  should  be  offered  at  ooe 
dollar,  actual  settlers  should  be  allowed  the  right  of 
pre-emption  at  seventy-five  cents  t  that,  when  at  seventy- 
live  cents,  actual  aetUen  should  be  allowed  that  right  at 
fifty  cents ;  and,  when  at  fifty  cents,  pre-emption  right 
should  be  enjoyed  by  actual  aettlen  at  twenty-five  ceuta. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  bill  was  then 
bid  upon  the  fable. 

INDIAN  EMIGRATION. 

I'he  bill  making  appropriation  for  defkajHng  the  ex- 
pense of  a  delegation  of  Choctaw  and  Chtcnuaw  woioiia 
of  Indiana  to  examine  and  survey  bnda  Weatof  the  Miaaa^ 
Kppi  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  went  into  tlie  merito  of  thia  aubject  at 
length,  ahowing  that  safe  policy  as  well  as  humanity  ifi^ 
Uted  the  measive.  MisriMtn"  AlBbama»  partHstlw- 
ly,  but  some  oUiers  also  had  on  their  bonlm  a  nuaseraua 
Indian  population,  always  ready  fiir  depredations,  and  in 
the  event  of  fweign  war,  might  be  induced  to  act  s^^aiMl 
IhosaStatcs.   It  was  a  great  object  be  though^  to  have 
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tlie«e  lodbm  ramored :  It  wm  no  len  destrtble  for  tlie  In- 
dUns  themwlres  (hitn  forStttes  within  which  they  resided. 

Mr.  COBB  thought  the  remarki  of  the  Kentleman  from 
Miuouri,  [Mr.  Bbittor]  with  the  force  of  which  be  was 
pariieularly  «(nick,  applied  well  to  the  CrecliB  »nd 
Chenkees,  «s  to  the  Ohickaaaws  and  Choctaws  t  but  he 
did  not  find  that  they  were  contempiated  in  the  bill  {  he 
would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the  same  by  insertmg 
the  worda  "  Creeki  and  Cberotees,"  after  the  word 
Chickasawa,  ao  u  to  make  it  tead  **  a  delegation  of  Choc- 
taws, Chickaaawa,  Creeka.  and  Cherokees." 

Mr.  ELLIS  opposed  the  motion  on  dw  ground  that  the 
Cteeks  and  Cherakees  were  desirous  of  remaining  where 
they  were,  and  had  nnt  asked  to  be  removed.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  be  withdrawn,  or  at  least  not  press- 
ed uptm  the  RHMderation  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  aald,  I  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est in  every  measure  wt^h  inrolvea  difcctly  or  indirectly 
the  happntesa  and  prosperity  of  our  red  Intithers  of  the 
forest.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  ihaX  we  are  under  the 
most  acdemn  obligations  to  the  tribes  within  otir  jurisdic 
tkm,  and  we  ahould  seek  every  opportunity  faithfully  to 
disebarge  them — we  should  seek  every  opportunity  to 
advance  their  condition,  and  place  th«n  as  iiearas  we 
TKMibly  conld  upon  an  equality  wHb  the  People  of  the 
Urdted  States  t  when  enfohtencd  thi^  are  worthy  of 
those  high  privilefKS.  The  bill  under  <Uscua»on  proposes 
to  apprupnate  and  set  apart  a  eerUin  sum  of  money,  to 
enable  the  President  to  appoint  agents  to  conduct  a  small 
number  of  the  chiefs,  or  other  influential  men  of  these  na- 
tiooi,  to  a  new  country  west  of  the  Uiiaissippi,  to  exa- 
nine  it  Ibr  tfeemselvM,  and  to  bring  back  to  the  vaitous 
tribes  a  eorfect  account  of  aU  the  advanuns  and  dtaad- 
vantagCB  of  the  situation.  The  appropriation  in  the  bill 
Is  ccHiRned  to  the  two  Southern  tril>es,  the  Chickasaws 
and  Choctaws  akme.  Why  should  the  provinon  be  limit- 
ed  *  It  was  sud  that  we' had  received  information  from 
those  two  tribes  that  they  were  willing  to  examine  this 
country  to  which  the  Government  has  invited  them. 

I  hqte,  sir,  that  the  provision  will  be  made  general — 
let  Uie  same  offer  be  made  to  all  within  our  hmits— the 
expense  would  be  very  little  inovased.  It  would  con- 
sist onhf  in  the  rations  whid)  would  be  necenary  for  a 
few  more  individoals.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Rev'd 
Mr.  McCoy  has  been  attending  Congress  during  a  part  of 
this  sesnon  for  the  express  object  oi  extending  this  same 
pmilrge  to  the  Fattawattamie«  and  other  tribes  to  the 
Notth,  Let  the  provision  be  general  and  ample,  that  nil 
who  accompany  this  exploring  expedition  shall  have 
ever)- comfort,  and  treated  in  the  best  manner.  I  am 
very  happy  that  the  measure  has  been  introduced  into 
the  Senate,  as  it  has  this  great  advantage  in  it— this  noble 
but  unfortunate  race  of  people  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  exploring  this  new  country  at  our  expense,  and  with- 
out being  under  any  compulsion  to  remove  or  not  to  re- 
move ;  that  point  they  reserve  for  themselves  to  settle 
when  they  have  returned  to  the  bosom  of  their  tribes. 
This  course  of  conduct  is  magnanimous  and  lionorable. 
It  should  be  dislinctiv  understood  that  we  do  not  mean 
or  intend  to  use  coercive  measures  to  force  them  to  any 
thing.  Such  a  policy  would  be  a  violation  of  our  duty  to 
Cod  and  to  man  ;  hut  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  give  them 
our  opinion,  as  friends  and  brothers,  and  hold  out  every 
nitional  mducement  for  them  to  do  what  is  most  likely  to 
wake  them  a  Iwppy  and  a  pros[ieTous  people  i  and  when 
•e  hare  dene  this,  and  we  have  given  them  every  op- 
portunity of  judging,  let  them  decide  upon  their  own 
destiny,  ns  becomes  high-minded  men.  We  are  powerful, 
they  are  weak  t  this  is  an  additional  reason  why  wc  shouli 
treat  them  as  brotlwrs,  and  extend  to  them  every  comfort 
and  every  advantage  in  our  power.  The  Northern  tribes 
are  yet  involved  in  mental  darkness  ;  the  Southern  tribes 
aichi  a  better  condition  i  they  ate  coundenOjIy  advuced 


In  learning,  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in  civilizatim. 
The  present  system  of  education  for  their  ohildren,  wiU 
soon  qualify  them  for  a  happy  selfgovemment,  under  the 
fostering  protection  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  peo* 
pie  would  be  able  to  judge  what  was  best  for  them  to  do. 
Among  the  Choctaws,,that  nation  which  has  always  been 
friendly  to  us,  I  am  acquainted  with  some  distinguished 
men  who  would  do  honor  to  any  country.  Aa  to  the  plan 
of  enug^tioB,  my  <^nion  is,  that  many  will  embiace  it, 
many  will  not— all  will  not  atay,  all  will  not  go.  It  is  na* 
tural  for  some  to  wish  to  inhabit  the  country  of  their  an> 
cestors,  and  bury  their  bones  with  their  kindred — and  in 
others  there  will  be  a  strong  disposition  to  change  posi- 
tion*, with  a  hope  of  a  better  condition.  These  ^sposi- 
tionfrsre  the  same  in  the  bosom  of  the  white  man  as  the 
red  man.  We  shall  discharge  our  duty  by  makimr  this 
proviwon,  by  which  the  <^portunity  is  pven  to  all.  If 
trib^  or  parti  tribes,  dioutd  accept  yoor  invitation, 
after  the  country  hat  been  examined,  let  it  be  understood 
thit  we  will  guarantee  their  peace  and  security,  their 
freedom  and  independence.  As  to  those  who  may  re- 
main within  the  limits  of  the  States,  and  who  are  unwil- 
ling to  emigrate,  let  us  act  with  tendemcM  towards  thent 
let  moderation  distit^r*^  measure  relaUve  to  their 
situation,  and  let  our  promises  to  them  be  &thfally  exe- 
cuted. Hme  alone  could  ulUmately  decide  or  solve  the 
problem  of  their  destiny,  and  finally  it  would  be  self, 
crident  what  would  be  best  for  them  and  best  for  us.  I 
am  not'imwiHing  to  leave  it  to  Providence  i  this  couna 
of  conduct  on  our  part  wiH  gain  theu-  confidence  and 
their  affections.  He  feU  persuaded  that  a  meaMire  so  hu> 
mane  and  so  liberal  could  not  meet  witli  any  senous  op- 
position,  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  trespass  lonjger  on 
the  paUence  of  thei  Senate  by  offering  any  ftirther  re- 
marks.  , 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  would  by  no  means  consent  to  with- 
draw the  amendment  he  had  offered-  The  General  Go- 
vernment was  bound  by  solemn  compact  to  remove  the 
Indians  from  the  State  of  Geoi^ia.  Frewient  oppprhtni;- 
ties  had  occurred  of  so  dmng.  He  could  ahew  from  dd- 
ferent  oocawona,  where  the  Goremment  might  have  im- 
proved  Iheae  oppottunities  for  effecting  an  object  so  de- 
airable  to  Georgia,  but  firom  policy,  or  interest,  or  some 
such  motive,  she  had  neglected  to  do  that  which  justice 
to  the  State  required  should  be  done.  Georyu  Jtad  pud 
to  the  General  Government  an  immeiMe  ooMidention  Ihr 
it,  which  had  made  her  poor  (  and,  if  the  Govenunent 
had  neglected  op  refused  to  comply  with  its  compact,  it 
would  Show  that  sfie  did  not  feel  herself  too  closely  pinch, 
ed  by  the  obligations  which  she  entered  into.  Instesd 
of  withdrawing  his  amendment,  he  would  prefer  to 
change  the  whole  phraseology  of  the  hill,  so  as  to  place 
sufB^ent  money  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  to  enable 
him  to  hold  treaties,  send  out  explenng  partie*  ««  fdopt 
all  other  means  in  his  power,  consistent  with  ngH  to  in- 
duce all  the  Indians  to  remove.  He  did  not  fcel  d^oa- 
ed  to  give  bis  vote  to  remove  any  triba  or  tnbes  of  In- 
dians, until  the  removal  of  those  in  Georgia  were  first 
provided  for.  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  had  nwiy 
all  their  Indians  removed  j  and,  he  bcUeved.  in  the  whole 
State  of  Oliio,  there  were  not  more  than  five  hundred  of 
that  species  of  popuhrtion*  and  yet  theee  8»™«««|n« 
into  the  Union  long  since  the  compact  Witt  Georgia  baa 
been  entered  into.  What  impressioo  such  proceedinga 
made  upon  the  minds  of  Senators,  he  would  not  pretend 
to  say  (  but  he  could  assure  gentlemen  they  n»de  a  v«y 
deep  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Geonfia. 

Mr.  BRANCH  inquired  if  there  were  not  agents  al- 
ready employed  hi  conducting  an  esphwuig  party  ft>p 
the  Creeks  ?  .  ... 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  did  not  think  K  fW"?^"^"*" 
time  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  the  rights 
gia^aieonnKted  with  the MbjectbclDre  Aemi  but  he 
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acreed  perfeotljr.wiUi  tiie  ^ntlemftn  fhtm  that  State  [  Mr. 
Cosb]  ttiat  more  night  hare  b«eii  done  towanla  effecting 
objcot,  than  had  heen.  However,  he  woukl  not  now 
discQU  that  motion.  The  olyect  of  the  bUl  beftire  them 
waa  merely  to  make  aamall  appropriation  fin  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  chiefa  of  the  Choctawa  and  ChtcKaaaws 
to  explMe  a  ceitun  portion  of  country  to  which  they 
might  remove,  if  they  were  pleaaed  with  it.  In  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Beakcb]  he 
couW  fltate  that  an  exploring  party,  under  Col.  Breariy, 
had  gone  out,  and  aome  of  uie  Creeks  bad  also  gone  ; 
but^ey  were  such  only  as  had  been  of  tbe  Muntosli 
party,  llie  party  «ppeaed  to  Mcintosh,  that  now  wished 
to  explore,  vould- prefer  examining  for  themselves,  and 
he  presumed  had  no  diwomtion  to  settle  in  a  nUce  chosen 
by  their  enemies.  So  iar  as  regarded  tbe  Cberokees,  he 
doubted  whether  they  were  willing  to  go,  and  he  dia- 
olumedaHyirisb  to  coerce  any  of  them  i  but  he  felt  sorry 
tiiey  had  not  before  removed,  as  they  would  now  have 
been  in  a  comfortable  ntuation,  where  the  means  of  sup- 
pling thdr  wants  would  have  been  abundant,  while 
at  present  Arir  rituathm  was.  far  from  enviable,  being 
obliged  to  subsist,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  roots.  It 
had  been  urged  as  a  reason  why  they  should  not  remove, 
ttuit  in  the  woods  they  would  lose  their  civilizsitioi),  and 
become  wild.  He  had  seen  sufficient  to  convince  him, 
that  the  Indian  of  tiiie  wooda  had  more  nobleness  of 
character  than  the  batf^liscd  Indian,  who^  fur  the  most 
par^  contract  the  noea  of  die  lower  claaaea  of  whites, 
and  became  dmnken  and  theivish,  and  were  as  unfit  fur 
die  duties  appevtauning  to  civilixed  life,  as  they  were  for 
that  courage  and  enterptize  which  distingui^ed  the  true 
Indian. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  COBB  -vaa  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  further  to 
amend  the  Irill,  by  inaeiting  after  the  word  Cherokees, 
**niid  aucb  other  Indian  tribes  as  may  be  disposed  to 
TCTOon  iraat  of  die  JlUMiippL*'  Which  being  agreed 
to— 

-Mr.  RING  moved  to  Insert  after  the  words  United 
States,  *<  and  without  the  limits  of  tbe  Sutes  or  Terri- 
tories i"  which  was  screed  to.  Bevernl  other  amend- 
ments were  proposed. 

Mr.  NOBLE  addreased  the  -SeBate  on  this  subject,  and 
reflected  pretty  aeverely  upon  the  agency  system  which 
had  been  pursued.   He  instanced  the  removal  of  the 

Tncff  at  Fort  Wayne,  which  had  been  carried  to  a  spot 
land  belonging  to  the  agent,  and  spdce  of  abuses 
which  be  w:shed  obviated.  Sixteen  members  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature hadngneda  paper  asking  its  removal,  it  was  true, 
but  thst  was  but  a  small  portion.  He  had  in  hie  posses- 
irion  letters  on  the  subject  t  and  he  meant,  in  a  few  days, 
to  offer  a  -resolution,  calling  on  the  Department  for  the 
correspondence  connected  with  this  subject.  He  could 
notsufrermatterftofttutkindtopassMMti/cn^u).  While 
he  bad  a  seat  in  tiie  Senate,  he  should  diacham  his  duty, 
and  look  to  the  rights  of  the  whole  people  of  his  Sute, 
whhout  sulingin  the  wake  of  any  p«ity,  and  neither  for 
Mend  or  foe  would  he  Ariok  from  fulfilling  what  he  con- 
caved due  to  right. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of 
%  15,000  {  wbteh  bang  aoetded  to,  the  biU  waa  reported 
u  amcndefli  end  ordered  to  be  etqpreased. 

THVBSfoAr,  Anus  17,  1838. 
ARRANGEMENT  OF  SEATS. 

Mr.-  SMITB,  of  Bootli  Carolina,  moved  to  take  up  a  re- 
solution offered  by  him  a  few  days  rince,  in  relation  to 
dianging  the  seats  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  TAN  BUUBN  suggested  that  the  resolution  had 
better  be  poatpooed  to  a  later  period  of  the  seSMon,  as 
tilO  tltctatioo  oottid  not  probably  be  mad*  thia  year. 


Mr.-SMITR,  of  South  Carolina,  cfid  not  accede  to  the 
saggestion,  and  the  resolution  waa  considered.  On  the- 
question  of  agreang  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  SMITH,  of 
South  Carolina,  went  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  present  utuation  of  the  seats,  and  the 
imposnbility  of  hearing  the  remarks  of  Sonaton.  If  it 
was  not  neceaaary  to  hear  and  be  heard,  the  present  plan 
might  be  retained  ;  but  if  it  was  desirable  to  act  under- 
sUndin^y  on  the  business  of  the  Senate,  the  former  plan 
ought  to  be  restored.  In  the  few  remarks  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  JohrstokI  this  morMinjc, 
He,  Mr.  S.,  could  hear  but  now  and  then  a  word. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  ^he  change. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  that  there  might  be  inconve- 
nience in  the  present  arrangement,  but  the  pUn  had  not 
been  adopted  without  good  cause.  He  stated  the  incon-. 
venienceaof  the  former  arrangement,  and  suggested  that 
the  better  coune  would  be  to-' appoint  a  committee  to 
connder  and  repoit  what  change  ought  to  be  made  in  tbe 
seats. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  change,  re- 
marking that  his  position  under  the  present  arrangement 
was  far  better  than  that  which  he  had  formerly  occupied. 
If  he  voted  for  the  propoution,  he  should  give  up  his  own 
convenience  to  oblige  others.  He  thought  it  would  be 
admitted  that  it  was  better  for  the  President  not  to  sit  op- 
posite the  centra  door,  at  which  strangers  were  continu- 
ally entering  i  and  that  he  must  have  been  inconvenien* 
ced  by  the  talking  of  Senators  in  the  lobby,  behind  hi« 
former  seat,  whicli  could  not  but  have  interrupted  busi- 
neaa.  He  was  willing  to  vote  fcK*  referring  this  motion  to 
a  committee  of  three,  who  could  report  whether  an  alter- 
ation was  expc<Uent. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  seemed  to  tliink'tbat  there  )iad  not 
been  soffioient  experience  of  tbe  present  plan.  He,  Mr. 
8.,  recollected  that,  when  the  plan  was  cluuiged,  it  was 
aaid  that  it  could  be  tried,  and,  if  it  vraa  not  approved,  it 
could  be  turned  back.  In  the  present  position,  neither 
the  Chair  or  tiie  Secretary  could  be  heard  by  mure  than 
half  the  members.  Senators  bad  also  now  got  a  lubit  of 
turning  round  from  the  Chair  to  address  those  behind 
them,  and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  they  could  not  be  heatti 
by  those  so  situated.  As  to  the  paan^  which  it  bad 
been  aald  had  caused  so  much  inconvenience  to  the  Pre- 
sident, it  could  not  be  so  annoying  as  to  bave^  the  door 
^pping  every  moment  close  behiml  his  chair.  That 
pasMge  had,  since  the  change,  become  a  thorougfure, 
and  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  great  national  road, 
where  persons  were  continually  passing  ;  and  he  tliou^ht 
there  would  not  be  a  hundredllt  part  of  the  confuaton 
there,  if  tiie  Prewdent'a  seat  were  restored,  tliat  there  was 
at  present 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  when  he  address- 
ed the  Chair,  lie  could  not  be  heard  by  those  behind  him. 
He  had,  however,  found  out  the  otlier  day  that  there  was 
a  secret  in  this  matter.  He  observed  that  the  Senator 
from  Masaachusetts  [Mr.  WsasTKa]  turned  round  and  ad- 
dressed those  in  the  rear  ;  and  he  had  imitated  the  ex- 
ample, but  found  it  TCty  awkward,  and  that  he  was 
obliged  to  turn  to  address  tlie  Chair  occaKonaUy.  Tbe 
arrangement  waa  inconvenient,  and  it  would  be  very  dc- 
sirable  to  change  it 

Mr.  BENTON  said  a  few  words,  but  in  an  uncommon- 
ly low  tone.  He  wan  understotxt  to  say  that  he  was  in 
mvor  of  the  present  arran^ment,  because  the  Chair  wa» 
better  accommodated  by  it. 

The  PRESIDENT  said,  tliut,  as  allusion  had  been 
made  to  the  Chair,  be  deured  that  this  question  might  be 
decided  without  regard  to  his  convenience.  It  was  true, 
that,  as  tile  seats  were  formerly  arranged,  the  Clwir  had 
great  difficulty  in  hearing  the  Senators  whose  seats  were 
at  the  two  extremities  ol  the  chamber ;  and  that  the  tatk- 
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ii^  in  tlie  pasMge,  behind  the  Cluir,  eaufcd  some  di«- 
turb*ncc  mild  interruption  of  the  business. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  supported  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOEiNSTON,  of  XAHiisism,  objected  to  the  rertor- 
stion  of  the  fbrnm-  plan,  although  be  admitted  that  there 
wtK  Jnooareniencea  in  the  pmeiit  arrangement,  lie 
boped  a  conomittee  would  be  appointed  to  consult  upon, 
sad  report  what  change!  was  requisite. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  desired  the  .question  now  to  be  put  on 
sgreeing'  to  the  resolution.  A  division  being  made,  it 
vas  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  20,  noes  31. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  oT  Hr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
prices  oC  public  lands  was  taken  up  t  the  question  being 
apon  the  amendment,  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr>  Taxs- 
wua. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing **  when  thirty  days  shall  have  elapsed."  after  the  land 
■ull  hsTB  &Uen  lo  the  graduation  at  which  it  may  be  at 
the  tune  of  enteriog  the  lands  for  actual  settlement. 

Mr.  BRANCH  spoke  against  the  amendment ;  which 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HACON  oflTered  a  proviso,  that  the  patent  should 
sot  be  issued  except  tu  the  actual  settler  or  his  heirs. 

Mr.  TAZEVVELL  thought  tliis  principle  was  to  be 
(ouikI  in  hii  amendment,  ami  that  there  waa  no  need  of 
the  proriao.  He  had  no  objection  to  it,  however,  ir  it 
was  thought  necessary  by  any  gentleman. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  himself  in 
bvor  of  the  proviso :  which  was  then  adqpted. 

Tlie  question  being  put  on  striking  out  tlie  3J  section, 
and  insefting  the  amendment  of~  Mr.  TAzawKLi,  as 
smended  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  BRANCH,  Mr.  BARTON  made  a  few 
renwln^  when*  on  motbn  of  Mr.  HACON*  the  question 
was  dirided,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  striking  out . 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  opposed  thd  striking  out,  but  ob- 
served, that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  should  vole  for 
inaerting.  His  reason  was,  that,  although  lie  was  desir- 
ous of  adopting  the  amendment,  yet,  if  the  present  sec- 
tion were  struck  out,  and  the  substitute  not  adopted,  ttie 
entire  provirion  would  be  lost.  He  had  rather  retain  the 
section,  if  the  amendment  should  not  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  KING  boped  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
woukl  withdraw  the  motion,  for  the  same  reason  given  by 
Mr.  TixmiBtcKs.  He  waa  in  fiivor  of  the  amendment, 
but  had  rather  retain  the  present  section,  than  run  any 
risk,  of  losing  both. 

Mr.  MACON  would  withdraw  it,  if  be  were  not  in  the 
sme  situation  as  tlie  two  gentlemen.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  first  section,  but  not  of  the  other  parts  of  the  bill. 
Hn  motion' contemplated  the  striking  out  of  the  section 
akogether. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  suggested  that  the  difficulty  would  be 
remedied  by  the  gentleman  from  Virfpnia  reUinii^  part 
of  the  miginal  section,  and  moving  to  amend  the  sec- 
tMn. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,  that  be  was  surprised  at  the 
flections  offered  by  the  gentlemen  fhim  Indiana  und 
AUbama.  If  (he  Senate  were  disposed  to  reject  the  sec 
tion  altogether,  it  could  be  done,  on  a  vote  upon  a- mo- 
tion to  stnke  out,  at  any  time.  He  did  not  perceive  that 
there  could  be  any  such  objection  as  tlut  urged  by  those 
{Cenilemen. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  on  this  subject,  by 
Messn.  COBB,  CHANDLER,  and  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou- 


Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  re- 
tain part  of  the  original  section. 

And  the  question  being  then  put  on  striking  out,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


The  question  then  occurred  on  inserting  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Tazsweli  j  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  section,  the  purport  of  which  was  that  no  land  should 
be  brought  into  market  in  any  State  operated  on  by  this 
bill,  until  further  directed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  supported  his  amendment,  on  the 
supposition  that  too  much  land  might  be  brought  into 
market  at  a  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  would  barely  remark  that  it 
waa  now  in  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  the  land  into  market  as  be  suw  fit.  He 
moved  that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  » 
which  was  sust^ne<$. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  in  case  this  amendment  was 
adopted,  it  would  operate  so  that  no  land  would  be 
brought  into  market  m  Indiana  until  all  that  in  Ohio  waa 
disposed  of,  and  so  on.  This  would  have  an  unjust  ope- 
ration. 

The  motion  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  CHAND- 
LER,  NOBLE,  PABRI3,  and  BERBIEN  ;  when  the 
question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  CaK^ina,  on  being  called,  said 
he  had  not  heard  the  motion,  and  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  two, 
and  inserting  five,  so  as  to  moke  the  periods  o£  graduar 
tion  five  years  itistead  of  two. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested  that  the  motion  was  out  oT order, 
the  same  point  having  been  amended  in  Committee 
the  Whole. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  out  of  order;  the 
amendment  might  be  offered  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  i  and  the 
amendments  having  been  read,  on  the  motion  to  change 
the  periods  of  graduation  from  one  to  two  years — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  tvd,  that  thece  was  one  part  of  this 
subject  which  was  of  great  magnitude,  and  ought  to  be 
carefully  eMmined.  He  alluded  to  the  terms  of  gradua' 
tiun.  The  bill  proposed  that  all  lands  that  shall  have  been 
in  market  two  years,  should  be  brought  into  market  at 
one  dollartlie  acre.  There  were  somewhere  about  eighty 
millions  of  acres  of  land  tliat  hatl  been  in  the  market  fbr 
many  yean.  And  this  bill  maile  no  distinction  between 
lands  that  have  been  in  market  twenty  years,  and  those 
Uiat  have  been  ofTert-d  fur  sale  only  two  years.  He 
thoujj^t  the  supply  of  land  would  be  altogether  too  large. 
It  was  generally  thought  tlut,  even  now,  the  market  was 
overstocked,  and  that  for  the  last  forty  years  there  had 
been  double  the  quantity  on  sale  that  was  recjuired. 
This,  he  thou^it,  was  proof  enough  that  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  go  too  largely  into  the  matter.  He  thought 
there  ought  to  be  some  Timitation  i  and  it  occurred  to 
him  that,  to  fix  it  to  all  the  lands  that  had  been  offered 
for  sale  for  ten  ycurs.  would  be  a  more  siiiisfactory  pro- 
vision. An  amendment  of  that  khid  would  exclude  a 
great  quantity  of  land  from  the  operation  of  tlie  bill, 
would  still  include  sufficient,  and  suffer  all  the  old  land 
oflicers  to  wind  up  their  accounts.  He  thought  two  years 
loo  short  a  period  fur  the  next  reduction ;  but  such  a  li- 
mitation would  lessen  his  objections  to  it — and  it  would 
be  far  better  than  to  have  sucli  a  mass  of  land  thrown  at 
once  into  the  market.  11  could  not  be  doubted  that  land 
would  come  down  to  twenty-five  cents  muc'.i  sooner  than 
the  population  would  require  it.  This,  to  Mr.  W.,  was 
obvious,  that  the  graduation  of  the  prices  would  bring  it 
down  to  twenty-five  cents  vastly  sooner  than  the  people 
would  want  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  tlie  graduation  system ; 
but  he  thought  the  effect  of  it  would  be,  if  it  went  into 
operation  as  detailed  in  this  bill,  to  throw  the  lands  into 
the  hands  of  people  who  will  hold  it.  aathe  United  States 
do  now,  f«r  want  of  purchasers.    He  was  in  fiivor  of  raak- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


667 


GALKS  &  SEA  TON'S  REGISTER 


668 


SENATE.] 


AiJiee  of  tht  Capiioi 


[AratL  18, 1838. 


ing  the  Byttem  apply  on  lands  that  had  been  ten  yearf  in 
the  nuAet «  but  «■  it  was  not  in  order  now  to  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect,  lie  would  defer  it  until  it  ahould 
be  proper. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  the  Senator  from  Mawachu- 
settson  his  right,  [Mr.  Wkbbtek.]  He  said  he  would 
■hew  to  the  Senate,  by  a  statement  of  dates,  that  the 
term  of  ten  years,  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Mawa- 
chusetta,  would  give  the  benefits  of  the  graduaUm  bill  to 
the  new  States  and  Territory  north  of  Onto,  as  soon  ai  it 
passetl,  but  would  exdude  al!  the  other  new  States  and 
Territories  from  its  benefits.  He  would  begin  with  Mis- 
souri. Her  first  land  office  was  opened  in  1818,  and  very 
little  land  was  then  sold  :  by  consequence,  a  provision  re- 
quiring the  lands  to  have  been  ten  years  in  market  before 
this  bnl  should  operale  upon  them,  would  exclude  all 
the  lands  in  that  State.  Alabama  would  be  in  the  same 
medicament.  I'he  body  of  that  SUte  was  conquered 
RQm  the  Indians  during  the  late  war ;  the  land  offices 
opened  there  ubout  the  same  time  as  in  Missouri  ;  and, 
consequently,  she  would  be  cut  out  uf  the  benefits  of  the 
bill.  The  fate  of  Louisiana  would  be  still  worse ;  her 
first  land  office  was  opened  in  1831.  She  would  not  have 
one  acre  to  sell  under  the  provision  suggested  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts.  The  State  of  Hissiasippi  would 
have  but  little  to  tell,  as  her  prindpal  land  offices  were 
opened  about  the  year  1818.  This  statement  of  dates, 
said  Mr.  B.,  will  shew  that  the  four  shivehatding  States 
which  I  have  mentioned,  would  be  excluded  entirely 
from  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  Now  for  its  application  to 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  :  The  land  offices  in  tliose 
tliree  States  were  first  opened  in  1800  and  1804 1  by  con- 
scqtience,  they  would  get  the  hill  benefit  of  the  bill,  e\-en 
with  the  gentleman's  ten  years  tirovision.  With  respect 
to  the  Territories,  it  would  be  still  more  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Southern  ones.  Botli  Florida  and  Arkansas  have 
had  their  land  offices  opened  within  the  ten  years,  and 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  benefits  of  the  bill ;  itoihi- 
gan,  on  the  contrarj',  has  had  offices  opened  since  1804, 
and  would  derive  tlie  full  advantage  of  it.  The  effect  of 
this  upon  tiie  fiiture  destiny  of  tliese  Territories  was  too 
palpable  for  comment.  Mr.  B.  sat  down  With  saying, 
that,  so  far  as  his  vote  or  voice  could  go,  he  would  sink 
this  bill,  or  any  bill,  which  either  in  words  or  in  eflect, 
should  be  unequal  as  to  the  slaveliolding  Slates  and  Ter- 
ritories of  this  Union. 

Mr.  WEB3TEK  said,  that  his  motion  vrould  illustrate 
his  desire  to  limit  the  laj^ge  amount  of  land  whidi  would 
be  brought  at  once  into  (he  market.  lie  intended  to 
make  no  distinction  between  the  States.  He  repelled 
the  idea.  He  was  willing  that  all  the  Slates  and  Terri- 
tories should  participate  In  the  effects  of  the  bill,  when 
their  lands  should  have  been  in  market  ten  years  ;  as, 
whenever  lands  liod  been  in  market  so  long  as  to  bhow 
that  they  were  held  too  high,  the  gradiiaiioit  system  ought 
to  be  applied  to  them.  He  saw  great  objections  to  bring 
ing  eighty  mtlfions  of  acres  into  the  market  at  once. 
When  It  was  in  ordet^  he  sliould  oflVr  an  amendment,  in 
conformity  to  the  suggestion  he  had  made. 

Mr.  BENTON  Bitiil,  tliat  lie  was  conscious  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  was  out  of  order  in  making  his 
speech. 

Mr.  WEBSTEK  said  he  was  not  out  of  order  i  the 
question  was  on  altering  the  term  of  graduation  from  one 
year  to  two,  and  to  that  question  he  had  spoken. 

Mr.  BARTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  sn  as  to 
make  the  first  term  of  graduiitiun  fivt  yenis  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  COBB  opposed  the  motion,  which  was  further  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  BARTON,  M'KINLBY,  and  BRANCH, 
when,  on  motion  uf  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tlie  following  message  was  then  rammuntcated  from 
the  Preudcnt  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Usniel  Brent, 


Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  tif  State,  acting  as  hts 
private  Secretary 

7b  the  SmaU  and  Houae  of  Rt^>reMottaiive»  of  the  United 
Statet  i 

Wabhihotoh,  nth  AprOt  1838. 
In  conformity  with  the  practice  of  all  my  predecessw*, 
I  have,  during  my  service  in  the  office  of  Preudent,  trans- 
mitted to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  same  private  Secretary,  such  messages  as  a  proper 
discharge  of  my  constitutional  duty  appeai-ed  to  me  to  re- 
quire. On  Saturday  lust  he  was  charged  with  thedeli- 
veiT  of  a  message  to  each  House.  Having  presented  that 
which  was  intended  lor  the  House  o''  KepresenUtives, 
whilst  he  was  passing  within  the  Capitol,  from  their  Hall 
to  the  Chamber  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  d«U> 
vering  tbe  other  message,  he  was  wqriaid  and  assaulted 
in  the  RotuiKlo,  by  a  person,  in  the  presence  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  who  interposed,  and  separated  the  par- 
ties. I  have  Ihooglit  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  oc- 
currence to  Congress,  to  whose  wisdom  it  belongSjtocon- 
«der  whether  it  is  of  a  nature  requiring  from  them  any 
anin«dver*ion  ;  and,  also,  whether  any  fufther  laws  or 
regulations  are  necessary,  to  ensure  security  in  the  offi- 
ciid  intercourse  between  the  President  and  Congress,  and 
to  prevent  disorders  within  the  Capitol  itself.  In  the  de- 
liberations of  Congress  upon  this  subject,  it  is  neither 
ex|)ected  or  desired  by  me,  that  any  consequence  should 
be  attached  to  the  private  relation  in  which  my  Secretaiy 
stands  to  me.  JOHN  dUlNCT  AVAUS. 

FninAT,  Apbil  18.  1828. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  offered  a  resolution  to  authorize  the 
printing  of  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TresMnr,  on 
the  culture  of  silk. 

POLICE  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  by  Hr. 
FOOT,  in  relation  to  tbe  Pdice  of  the  Capitu,  waa  tak- 
en up  : 

Retoked,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  Instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
farther  regulations  are  necessary  for  the  police  of  the  Ca- 
pitol, to  secure  free  and  undisturbed  communications  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  tiie  Executire 
and  Legislative  Departments  ;  and  whether  there  has 
been  any  breuh  of  privilege  of'  the  Senate  during  the 
present  session  i  and  said  Committee  is  hmby  reated 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.** 

Mr,  EATON  said,  he  would  be  glad  if  the  mover  of 
this  resolution  would  aff'ord  some  satisfactory  infurmation 
why  the  resolution  should  be  adopted,  and  especially', 
why  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  As  Chairman  uf  tiiat  Committee,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  take  upon  himself  any  unreasoiuble 
trouble,  nor  would  he,  on  tbe  contrary,  shrink  from  the 
performance  of  any  necessai^  and  proper  duty.  If,  as  it 
purports,  the  resolution  hs  intended  to  regulate  the  iti- 
temnl  police  of  the  Capitol,  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judi- 
ciary he  conceived  to  be  the  most  appropriate  one  to 
V  hich  it  should  be  referred ;  but  he  believed  no  refer- 
ence of  the  subject  was  at  all  necessary.  I'hcre  were, 
lie  said,  laws  already  in  fi>rce  in  the  District,  ample  and 
sufficient  to  protect  tiic  personal  rights  of  every  individu- 
al, it,  indeed,  the  resolution  have  reference  to  any  quar- 
rels, or  fight,  if  )'ou  please,  which  may  have  tiken  place. 
Mr.  F..  tiad  another,  and  stronger  reason,  why  he  con- 
ceived it  unnecessary  for  tlie  Senate  to  adopt  the  resolu^ 
tion,  wliich  was,  r  decision  of  tlie  Senate,  unequivocally 
expressed,  that  they  liod  no  jurisdiction  over  matter  of 
tills  diaracter  and  description,  happening  within  the  Ca- 
pitol. He  alluded  to  a  compUint,  nude  some  weeks  ago 
to  the  SenMe,  by  an  in^vidual*  of  an  assault  made  upon 
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lum  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  of  (hii  building- 1  ind 
tbc  counter  memorial  presented  by  the  gentleman  com- 
phlned  of.  On  that  occMion,  the  Senate,  b^  refuring  to 
ooanJer  the  aabject,  had  expressed  a  dectded  opinion 
that  tliey  had  nothinjf  to  do  with  it — no  control  of  the 
iMtter.  As  regarded  the  menage  of  the  Prendent  oTthe 
United  States,  presented  last  eveninf  ,  he  Ticwed  it  bi  a 
Jflterent  light  ttwo  than  in  which  it  was  presented  by  the 
rcMdation.  He,  fur  one,  should  always  be  dispoaed  to 
pty  every  attention  to  a  communication  coming  from  the 
Piesideot,  and  to  gtre  it  a  proper  direction  when  brougbt 
op  te  be  conaideveo.  The  message,  said  Mr>  E.  presents 
cue  aapeet,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticBt  another  aod  difiereBt  one.  I'be  mesaam  of  the  Pre- 
■dent  brings  the  subject  for  consideration  ftom  a  proper 
aoorce — the  resolution  presents  it  in  a  pcunt  of  view  in 
wUeh  the  Benate,  heretofore,  in  another  case,  refVised  to 
take  jurisdiction.  In  eoncluMon,  Mr.  E.  sidd,  he  hoped 
Ae  resolution  might  not  be  adopted — at  aH  erents,  the 
Coo  Bitter  on  the  District  of  Columbia  was  not  the  pro- 
per one  to  act  on  the  siibjeot.  If  any  reference  were 
deemed  proper  to  be  made,  it  should  be  to  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee,  to  whom  rightfully  belonged  all  judicial 
inquiry. 

Hr.  TOOT  said,  that  it  was  in  the  knowIedM  of  erery 
Member,  that,  nnce  his  resohilion  was  offered  yerterday, 
a  comaaunicaticn  had  been  made  to  the  Senate,  by  the 
Presitlent  of  the  United  Slates,-  which  might  be  consider- 
ed aa  superseding  the  resolution.  He  ooukl  not  »([ree 
with  tbe  g:entleman  ftom  Tenncaaec  as  to  the  impropnrty 
of  refeirin^  this  subject  to  the  ConmHtce  on  the  District 
et  Cobnnbia.  But,  m  consequence  of  the  Message  of  the 
Prerident,  he  was  not  destroiis  of  pressing  his  proposition, 
ami  would  more  to  Uy  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  requested  Mr.  Foot  to  withdraw  his 
■mtica,  as  he  wished  to  qieak  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  did  not  wish  any  discusMon  upon  the 
nbject,  aa  the  communication  of  the  President  had  change 
ed  tbe  aspect  of  the  matter. 

Tbe  fcsidiiUon  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose,  and  said,  that  he  would  »gun 
'  more  to  Uke  up  the  bill  repealing,  in  part,  the  duty  on 
imported  Salt,  with  the  distinct  undenrtanding,  that,  if 
the  motion  were  not  agreed  to,  he  should  not  mo*e  its 
consideration  during  this  session.  He  did  this,  that  the 
tmportera  and  manufiicturera  of  salt  might  be  ii^ormed  as 
tn  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRANCH  ^ke  at  length,  and  with  zeal,  in  Hvor 
of  the  motion  ;  be  conceircd  the  bill  one  of  deep  impor- 
lance  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  his  State, 
and  as  baring  a  direct  bearing  on  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  countty. 

Mr.  TTLER  sud,  that  he  had  f  oted  for  taking  up  the 
bin  whenever,  heretofore,  a  motion  had  been  made  to 
that  effect ;  and  whenever  he  believed  that  any  proposi- 
ticn  to  reduce  the  duty  was  likely  to  grow  into  a  law,  he 
kbould  be  in  ftvor  of  it,  provided  it  contemplated  a  rea- 
fsoable  reduction.  He  was,  however,  now  thoroughly 
coovineed  that  the  bill  before  the  Senate  would  not  grow 
iato  a  law,  and  that,  from  the  agitation  of  the  subject  here, 
without  ahy  detehive  action  upon  it,  ^le  country  suffer* 
ed  by  reason  of  the  augmentation  of  price.  The  imjwr- 
ta6on  had  become  restricted  and  limited,  and  the  price 
of  the  article  bad,  of  consequence,  advanced  in  the  mar* 
ke^  to  a  greater  price' than  usual,  and  that,  too,  at  a  pe- 
riod of  the  year  when  tbe  demand  was  greater  than  at  any 
other — tbe  fidvcurin ^  season.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
■gainst  takine  up  the  bil^  so  that  the  country  may  be  put 
■trest,  and  the  trade  in  the  article  resume  its  ordinary 
duuioela.  He  came  to  the  concluaion,  (hat,  even  if  the 
Un  paaaed  tbe  Scaate,  it  woold,  nererthelns,  net  grow 


into  a  law,  from  the  fuct,  known  to  him,  in  common  with 
the  country  at  large,  that  the  other  House  liad,  without  a 
division,  rejected  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  the  duty. 

I'he  VICE  PRESIDENT  suggested  that  Mr.  T.  was 
not  strictly  in  order,  in  alluding  to  proceedings  in  the 
other  House. 

Mr  TYLER  expressed  regret,  if  he  had  inftinged,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  He  must, 
nerertheleiis,  repeat  his  settled  conviction,  that  no  bill 
could  be  passed  during  the  session. 

Mr.  BRANCH  thought  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  in 
error  with  respect  to  raiung  tbe  price  :  for  if  the  price 
fluctuated  at  all,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  lessen,  ra- 
ther than  increase  it.  He  thought  it  alMmportant  that 
the  bill  should  be  acted  on  at  once  ;  bec8<ne  die  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close  wa«  no  reason,  in  his  opinion,  why 
it  should  no^  be  disctnsed.  We  shall  soon  have,  said  Mr. 
B.  a  bill  before  us  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  imported  ar- 
ticles, and  could  it  be  said,  with  any  propriety,  that  we 
have  not  lime  to  act  on  it  ?  He  was  aware  that  many  gen- 
tlemen were  opposed  to  the  reduction  uf  saltj  but  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  not  give  the  subject  the  |:o-by  ; 
but  let  the  People  know  at  once  what  Congress  mtend' 
ed  to  do  on  the  subject.  Mr.  B.  spoke  positively  against 
the  salt  tax  as  an  odiiMis  one. 

Mr.  TYLEK  said  bis  faculties  were  very  obtuse,  if  the 
consequence  of  the  prospect  of  a  diminution  of  duty  on 
any  article  was  not  calcuLated  to  prevent  importation  to  a 
eonttdcrable  extent^  and,  of  course,  to  augment  the  price. 
The  merchant  who  impMts  at  a  high  doty,  must,  upon  a 
sudden  diminution  of  duty,  sustain  a  loss  equivalent  to  the 
actual  difference  in  the  duty.  The  session  was  too  far 
expended  to  anticipate  any  reduction  of  tite  dutv  on  salt, 
and  he  should,  therefore,  and  for  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed, vote  against  taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  thought  the  duty  on  salt  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  some  eitent,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
no  bill  that  would  pass  the  Senate  to  tha.t  effect  could 
pass  the  House  of  Representatives  thia  sesuon. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  that,  so  long  as  this  bill  liung 
over  the  head  of  the  merchant,  he  would  be  afraid  to  im- 
port to  any  extent,  and  that,  consequently',  the  price,  at 
the  nntlcman  from  Virginia  had  very  juatly  observed, 
would  be  enhanced — the  mercliant  did  nut  know  what  to 
do.  Last  year,  very  laiwe  impcntetions  of  nu^aasea  had 
been  made,  in  expectation  that  the  duty  would  be  in. 
creased,  which  were  now  laying  on  the  hands  of  the  im- 
porters. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that  when  this  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  at  the  last  seaston.  he  had  voted  against  it.  But 
then  he  learned  from  gentlemen  that  it  acted  as  a  griev- 
ous burthen  toa  portion  t  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  investigate 
the  subject  so  as  to  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  all,  and  al- 
though he  would  give  no  pledge  to  vote  for  the  bill,  yet 
he  would  like  tn  bear  all  tiie  arguments  pro  and  con,  and 
he  then  would  be  enabled  to  make  up  bis  mind  on  the 
subject,  as  well  with  reference  to  die  States  aa  the  Gene- 
ral <!ovemment. 

Mr.  VAN  BUREN  said,  it  was  well  known  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  present  passage  of  the  bill,  and  when  an 
attempt  had  been  made  before  to  call  it  up,  he  had  given 
his  reasons  why  he  did  not  titink  it  should  be  acted  on  at 
this  time.  He  then  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject,  withmit  any  discusdon  i  and  gave,  at 
length,  the  motives  which  influenced  liim.  It  was  sup- 
posed, by  aome  of  his  (Viends,  that  the  bill  hod  better  be 
taken  up,  and  an  opportunity  offered  to  discuss  its  mer* 
its,  which  opportuni^  had  been  offered,  and  it  was  then 
laid  on  the  table.  Two  attempts  bad  since  been  made 
to  take  it  up  for  further  consideration,  which  he  had  uni- 
formly opposed,  because  he  thought  it  would  be  a  waste 
<tf  time  fbat  m^t  be  more  ptofitably  employed. 
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On  the  question  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  conndertticm, 
Mr,  COBB  called  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays,  when  tbere  ap. 
peared,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Boulignf, 
Bnuicb,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  King:,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Macon,  Noble,  Rowan,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith, 
of  South-Carolina,  Tazewell,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury.—21. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Dickersun,  Eaton,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky,  Kane,  Knight,  HcLane,  Marks,  Parris,  Ridgely, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  SiMiee,  '1  homas, 
Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.— 25. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

ASSAULT  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROWAN,  the  Message  of  the  PresU 
dent  of  the  United  StatieB,  relative  to  the  assault  upon  hia 
Secretary,  in  the  Roiuiido  of  the  Capitol,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose  and  taid,  that  when  the  resolu. 
tion  of  the  Semtor  from  Connecticut  wai  laid  onthetft- 
ble,  he  had  desired  to  sty  a  ffew  words  as  to  the  come 
proper  to  be  pursued  in  treating  this  subject.  He  had 
not  been  so  fortunate,  in  the  discussion  of  that  resolution, 
as  to  obtain  a  liearing,  and  he  therefore  availed  himself 
of  the  presclit  opportunity  to  express  his  views.  It  had 
been  the  practice  of  Congress,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
that,  whenever  the  same  subject  was  btibre  both  Houses 
ftt  the  same  time,  one  House  delayed  acting  upon  it  until 
the  other  bad  brouglit  it  forward  and  decided  upon  it 
Practice,  it  was  known  to  vreiy  Senator,  had  rinoioated 
this  course  in  times  past ;  and  it  now  recommended  itself 
to  Congress.  The  course  waa  a  proper  one.  Public  con- 
venience required  it — courtesy  required  it.  But  if  ever 
there  was  a  subject  to  which  thiarule  ought  to  be  applied, 
it  was  this.  Tlie  President  of  the  United  States  has  made 
B  commanication  to  both  Houses,  on  tbe  same  sabject,  in 
the  same  form  of  words.  The  Hou«e  of  Representafivea 
hare  taken  up  the  subject— and  being  in  the  other  House, 
is  it  fit  that  the  Senate  should  proceed  in  its  examination? 
There  were  two  matters  included  in  the  message  of  tbe 
President  :  One  Was  a  violation  of  -the  privilege  of  this, 
body — the  other  is  a  proposition,  of  some  Icgisktive  en- 
actment, to  provide  for  the  subject  M  fviuro.  There- 
fore, to  legislate  on  the  subject  would  be  «  mere  loss  of 
time.  If  the  House  of  RepresenttUrea  pass  sucli  a  law, 
it  would  ceme  before  the  Senate  in  proper  time.  .  If  the 
House  considered  it  inexpedient  to  pass  such  a  bill,  the 
Senate  could  then  take  it  up,  and  do  whatever  they  sliould 
judge  necessaiy.  This  cuurae  was  recommended  by  for- 
mer practice,  and  was  an  act  of  courtesy.  As  to  the 
other  subject  comprised  in  the  message,  if  it  should  turn 
out  as  was  stated  by  the  President,  no  man  would  be  dis- 
posed to  go  farther  than  he  in  investigating  and  punishing 
theact.  But  he  thought  it  better  not  now  to  act  upon  it. 
The  same  subject  had  been  referred  to  both  Houses,  as 
a  contempt  of  each.  It  would  be  very  difficult  lor  both 
Houses  to  act  upon  the  matter.  If  the  House  were  to 
consider  the  act  as  a  contempt,  and  fix  a  punishment — 
and  the  Senate,  acting  at  the  same  time,  were  also  to  fix 
a  punishment,  would  h  be  proper  that  two  puni^ments 
should  be  inflicted  for  one  ofTence  ?  If  the  two  Houses 
acted  aeparateir*  ttiere  must  be  confhnon  and  conflict  tn 
their  decisions.  There  would  be  sereral  queations  to  be 
decided.  If  both  fix  upon  punishifient,  which  House  has 
the  right  to  punish  nrst,  or  which  House  has  a  right  to 
punish  most  >  One  body  might  take  a  different  view  ftom 
that  taken  by  the  other.  One  body  mi^ht  think  it  pro- 
per (o  punish,  while  the  other  might  think  the  revene. 
All  these  things  might  occur  %  ana  these  were  hts  reuoni 
for  Imving  approved  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  fnim 
Connecticut,  to  lay  bis  resolution  on  the  table  ;  and  he 
should  bare  made  tlie  same  moUon.  bad  it  not  been  uaAt 


by  that  gentleman.  And  on  tfaese  grounds,  said  Mr.  T^ 
I  move  that  tbe  communication  from  the  President  be 
laid  on  the  table,  with  tbe  understanding  that,  when  the 
proper  time  arrives,  itvhall  be  taken  up,  and  acted  upon 
fully  and  promptly. 

llie  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  the  meva^e  would  lie 
on  the  table  as  a  matter  of  cotime. 

Mr.  FOOT  asked  whetlier,- aa  it  had  been  taken  up  on 
motion,  it  would  not  be  requisite  to  put  the  question  on 
laying  it  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  according  to  the  strict 
parliamentary  rule  to  put  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  yeas  ami  nays  were 
ordered  on  l^ing  the  message  on  tbe  t^le. 

The  question  being  then  put,  it  wai  decided  in  tbe  at 
firmativp,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Brattch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ellio,  Hayn^  Jt^it- 
son,  of  Kentucky,  Kane,  Kingv  McKinley,  Macon,  Parri% 
Itidgely,  Rowan,  Sanfbni,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White.  Woodbuiy.— 24. 

NAYS.~Mesan.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bouligny, 
Chase,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Knight,  McLane, 
Marks,  Noble,  Robbins,  Uuggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smitt^  of  South  Carolrr.a,  Thomas, 
Webiter,  Willey,  WiUiamB.— 33. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UENTON,  the  bill  to  graduate  the 
price  of  pubfic  Unds  was  ti^en  up,  wid  the  ^ueitiou  be- 
ing on  the  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  tbe 

Whole : 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that,  aa  from  the  great  variety  of 
amendments  that  had  been  adopted,  it  was  ^fBcult  to  un- 
derstand the  hill,  lie  moved  tliat  it  be  postponed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  declaring  that  he  iuui  no  dengn  to 
delay  the  bill,  but  merely  dewred  to  enable  membera  to 
act  undentandingly  upon  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  >Ir.  WBBSTEEt,  the  motion  waa 
withdrawn,  and  Mr.  W.  submitted  two  sections,  which 
he  intended  at  a  proper  lime  to  offer  as  amendmenia  to 
the  bill.  The  question  then  bring  taken  on  printing  the 
bill  and  ameadments,  it  was  agreed  to. 

SURYIYORS  OF  THE  RBVOLDTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  tlte  bill  making  ap. 
proprialiona  for  certain  Surviving  Officers  and  Soldieva  of 
ttm  Revolution  was  taken  up,  and  the  qtteation  bein^  on 
an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  Mr.  W. 
explained  its  operation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C.  said,  he  thou^il  the  subject  Imd 
been  despatched,  as  he  had  heard  it  said  that,  if  a  former 
proposition  was  not  agreed  to,  the  petitioners  would  not 
iigHin  present  their  claim.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  poat- 
poned  until  Monday,  and  made  tlie  motion. 

Mr.  BEDAIEN  opposed  tlie  motion.  The  bill  no«r 
proposed  to  place  these  applicants  upon  the  peiuAan  liat 
tn  a  manner  acceptable  to  their  feelings,  (le  hoped  the 
proposition  would  not  be  pressed- 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  said,  that,  if  the  Senate,  waa 
against  tbe  motion,  tliey  could  reject  it.  He  considered, 
and  he  believed  others  did.  that  the  subject  was  formerly 
finally  disposed  of.  He  wu  against  swelUng  out  the 
pension  list-  ■ 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  explained  an  allunon  wtwch 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina*  as  to 
the  original  pension  lists.  He  ttiougbt  the  calculations 
made  on  this  subject  by  the  Cliairman  of  the  Committee, 
were  pn^ably  correct. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  would  accede  to  the 
motion  to  postpone  until  Monday,  if  it  were  not  fur  the 
apprehenwon  that  some  of  the  Senators  who  were  now 
preien^  n^t  then  be  i^nt.   He  thought,  if  the  true 
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wemt  «f  the  S«wt«  wen  to  b«  tHken  on  it,  the  quetUon 
ot^ffat  now  to  be  talscn. 

Mr.  MACON  ipate  agHiwt  the  bUI,  and  in  bvw  of  the 
nntioii  for  poftponuaent  i  which  was  then  agreed  to» 
md  the  biU  was  onlered  to  Be  on  the  tiMe. 

ASSAULT  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  CHAIR  stated  tliat  he  had  received  a  commuka- 
twn  from  HusaeU  Jarvis. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  that  itbeUd  upon  the  tablet 
when 

Tbe  CHAIR  withdrew  the  conwHinication  for  tbe  mo* 
meat  {  but  shortly  after  ajcun  presented  a  letter  from  Mr. 
RuMell  Jarvis,  sUting  thai  be  supposed  himself  to  be  al 
hdcd  to  in  tbe  roessi^  of  tbe  PresideBt,  presented  yes- 
teidsy,  and  living  the  eause  of  his  outrage  upon  the  8e- 
erelsiy  of  the  President,  and  the  manna  in  which  it  waa 
conraitted. 

Mr.  BRANCH  soggcstcd  that  a  tnesssge  ought  to  be 
wHt  to  tbe  other  House,  proposing  to  appoint  a  Jwnt 
t:<usiBiUee  to  examine  the  sd^ecb  He  also  moved  to 
by  tlie  paper  oil  the  table. 

Mr.  BEttRIBN  desired  to  hare  the  paper  read,  Wore 
be  acted  upon  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  x>f  Maryland,  iwd  Uie  Senate  had  decided 
this  morning  that  they  would  do  nothing  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject I  and  be  objected  to  the  resdlng  of  this  letter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  oT  KenlHcky,  said  that  lie  desired  to 
bear  the  P^er  read. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  M'^iylsnd,  presisted  in  Iiis  nbjections 
to  the  Feading.  and  the  question  being  put,  the  reading 
wsi  ordered.  (Hie  Secretary  then  resd  the  cemmuiu- 
aatkHk] 

Mr.  BUANCH  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  his 
freiwus  suf^estion. 

Ur.  VAN  BUUEN  «ud,  that  the  leading  feature  of  the 
maaqfe  of  tbe  Pre«dent,  was  the  biesch  of  privilege. 
There  were  other  matters  also  included  in  the  communi- 
GStjsn.  Now,  wid  Mr.  V.  B.,  we  all  agree  as  to  the  mat> 
ler  gf  tbe  message  t  but  we  only  disagree  as  to  tbe  man* 
aer  ia  which  it  shall  be  acted  on.  He  allowed  be  had 
been  stnick  with  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Vir* 
ginis,  tAst  tbe  two  punisbments  ihigbt  be  inflicted  for  one 
offence  to  both  bodies.  This  seemed  to  point  out  that 
s»«e  concerted  sction  ought  to  be  had  by  both  bodies 
upon  the  subject.  The  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Cifolina  seemed  pro|>er.  aixl  to  xleugnate  the  proper 
coane :  because,  if  this  act  was  an  insult  at  all,  it  was  sn 
inwlt  to  both  branches.  But  a  remark  which  had  been 
nude  to  him  by  a  venerable  Senator,  was  certainly  cnti* 
tied  to  some  weight.  It  was^  that  an  offence  to  the 
UoB*e  of  Bepresentatives  was  not  necesmrily  an  offence 
to  the  Senate,  nor  was  an  offence  sgMiut  the  Senate  ne- 
<ie»arily  Ro  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  The  pro- 
poution  of  the  gendemsn  from  North  Carolina  ou^t, 
thsKlbre,  he  eoneaved,  not  to  be  acted  upon  precipi* 
lately ;  tai  he  hoped  it  would  be  deferred  until  Monday, 
ttiat  it  ought  be  acted  upon  with  a  full  understanding  of 
iU  effects.  He  should,  therefOTC,  prefer  that  the  mes- 
■sge  and  the  letter  just  read  should  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAeON  sMd,  the  question  is :  What  law  shall  we 
Kfcr  tai  The  Supreme  Court  has  est^Usbed  b«e  the 
Mwnsn  law  of  EngUnd  }  but  Congress  has  never  adi^t- 
Bd  the  pattiuBenta^  law  £n(;Und,  as  was  ably  shewn 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  YotIc,  in  his  remarks  on  in- 
berent  powers.  The  law  makes  the  offence.  He  should 
<lo*ibt  tbe  power  of  both  Houses  to  punish  the  same  of- 
fcaec  Aa  to  a  Joint  Committee,  tbey  will  not  act  enlire- 
Ir  toMiher.  When  they  consider  the  matterthey  will  de- 
cideftr  their  own  bodies.  It  ia.Uie  case  with  all  audi  Joint 
Connittees.  What  will  be  its  efftcta  >  I  am  entirely  of 
opinion  with  tbe  gentlonan  from  N.  York,  that  we  had 
better  take  tine  to  conndcr  of  it.  'tfthe  bearer  of  mes- 


sagek  (rf  the  Freaident  wsnts  a  law  passed  far  his  protec* 
tion,  he  ought  to  have  H.  Congress  certainly  ought  to 
have  power  over  tbe  Capittd.  It  waa  formerly  orermn 
by  hucksters,  and  on  the  motion  of  a  jpentleman,  not  now 
a  member,  and  not  now  ia  the  worKi,  every  woman  oif 
the  kind  was  placed  under  tbe  power  of  the  I^eriding 
Officer.  The  President  of  the  United  Statea  has  sent  ua 
a  messi^  and  I,  mid  Mr.  M.,  have  ik>  doubt,  lo«ddi^ 
narrowly  at  tile  manner  in  which  it  is  worded,  that  he  waa 
aware  of  the  diflkdty  there  would  be  in  aotiM  upos  iL 
It  is  s  dHKcuUmatter,andI  badratbevnetappoMtaJoiat 
Committee  yeL  Let  us  take  a  little  time  to  eonstdet  M. 
Mr.  BRANCH  made  some  limber  observations. 
Mr.  WOODBURT  moved  to  lay  tbe  comaiunieaaoa 
ttom  Russell  Jwis  on  tbe  table ;  which  Waa  agreed  to. 

HoHSAY,  Arait  SI,  1838, 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  biH  to  graduate  the 

firice  of  pubhc  lands  was  taken  ih>,  and  the  question  be* 
ng  on  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  agreed  to  in  Cam- 
mitte?  of  the  Whole,  offered  by  Mr.  BARTON,  te  ms^ 
the  periods  of  grsduatton  five  years  instead  of  two,  was 
brieft*  oppofldi  by  Mr.  BENTON,  who  atatcd  that  H 
would  have  the  efTeot  to  destro>f  the  the  biH. 

Mr.  BARTON  defended  the  motion,  and  repeated  thsA 
Uieperiod  of  two  years  was  too  short  twbe  bmeftciri. 

The  qucstiua  being  then  taken  tm  Mr.  BARTraT*8 
motion,  it  iras  determined  in  the  negttivt. 

Tbe  amcndmuits  adopted  'm  the  Coauaittee  of  As 
Whole  were  then  wrced  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  rose,  and  proposed  to  ■miad  tha 
bill  by  the  addition  of  tm  sections.  Tbe  first,  to  take 
place  of  tbe  first  section  in  the  origioal  bSU,  providiag 
that,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  laads  wUch  had 
been  in  the  market  ten  years,  should  be  reduced  to  one 
dollar  per  aete.  Tbe  other  section  rdated  to  actual  set. 
tlement,  and  allowed  aetttal.setlle»  to  eater  lands  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  exphuncd  the  objccU  of  Ua  Mead> 
ment  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion. 
Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  tbe  amcndmci^  by 
Striking  out  the  linutation  to  landa  that  bad  been  in  mar- 
ket  ten  yean,  and  extend  the  reduction  of  pcioe  to  am 
dolhr. 

Mr.  VAN  BURBN  expressed  himself  favwdble  to  the 
motion  uf  Mr.  RUGGLR8.  , 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  some  farther  remarks.  In  which, 
be  declared  himself  favorable  to  tbe  principles  of  gradua- 
tion, and  opposed  to  tbe  nution  of  Mr.  RUtiGLBS. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  VAN  BURBN,  Mr 
BENTON  spoke  against  die  no6on  to  amend,  and  dia- 
cussed,  at  considerable  length,  the  various  propt^sttona 
Uiat  had  been  made  In  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Further  debate  took  pUce,  in  which  Messrs.  BARTON, 
WEBSTER,  H'KINLEY,  and  MACON,  took  part ;  whea 
tbe  question,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLB8»  being 
taken,  it  was  agreed  to— yeas  33,  nays  14. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  amftadrf,  ttaa 
occurred,  and  the  ^lestioD  havmg  been  divided,  ao  aata 
lake  the  vote  first  on  atriUiv  ou^  itWH  datWMund  m 
the  negative.  - 

Tbe  remainder  of  tlie  amendment  wai  &aa  vtthdnm 
by  Mr.  WEBSTER. 

The  question  on  engrossing  tbe  lull  then  oooufTei^  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  notion  of  Mr. 
WEBSTER. 

Mr.VANBUBEN  addressed  the  SenateatgrMtlsngu, 
in  onpontion  to  the  InU,  and  hi  rq^y  to  tha  mknM  arg^ 
meots  which  bad  been  urged  in  wuff^  of  Ilia  bUI  MA 
its  various  modifications. 
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Mr.  H'KINLBY,  after  some  expUnations  between  him 
ftnd  >lr.  VAN  BUREN^  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  speech 
of  Hr.  v.  H.,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour,  in  defence 
of  the  opinions  fonnerl;  advanced  by  lum ;  when  the  biU 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TtJSBDAT,  Afml  22,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr-  NOBLE,  (he  bill  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  Road,  through  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, was  taken  up,  and  several  amendmentB,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  having  been 
•greed  to^ 

Mr.  NOBLE  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  have  the 
road  extended  through  that  State. 

Ur.  CHANDLER  made  a  few  remarks  in  (^position 
to  the  bill !  and. 
.  Mr.  NOBLE  explained. 

Hr.  HENDRICKS  supported  the  bill  in  a  short  speech. 

Some  further  ezplaiiatoiy  conversation  took  place  be- 
tweea  Messrs.  CHANDLER  and  HENDRICKS. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  then  occurring, 
the  yeas,  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
COBB,  and  being  taken,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS. — Messra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton* 
Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
J^nston,  of  Lou.  Kane,  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane, 
Marks,  Noble,  Rid^Iy,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Rubles,  Se^- 
mour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Hd.,  I'homa^  Webster,  Wil- 
liams.— 26. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson, 
Elh's,  Foot,  Hayne,  Macon,  ParriB.  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Taze- 
well, l>ler.  Van  Buren,  White,  Woodbury.— 15. 

GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands  was  again  taken  up  ; 
and,  the  question  being  on  engrosung  the  bill, 

Hr.  ROWAN  rose  and  replied  at  great  length  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  VAN  BUREN,  delivered  yesterday,  and 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  observed  that  he  should  consider 
hioMelf  unftithful  to  his  trust,  if  he  did  not,  to  the  bat, 
oppose  the  bill  under  consideration— which  he  consider- 
ed as  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  bill  heretofore  brought 
before  Congress,  to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  un- 
doubted ri^ts,  to  destroy  the  confidence  that  ought  to 
subsist  between  the  old  and  new  States — and  to  sap  the 
foundfttioii  of  the  compact  by  which  tbey  are  held  to- 
gether. 

He  bad  stated  a  few  4m  dnce,  when  this  subject  was 
under  discussion,  that  he  decidedly  preferred  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hkn- 
isaicKs]  to  this  bill  <  but  that,  as  we  were  not  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  adopting  either  the  bill  or  amendmenr, 
he  should  vote  agaiiwt  both.  Tlic  amendment  required 
nothing  more  m  ui  than  a  cession  of  the  public  lands, 
amoanting  in  value  to  many  millions  of  dollars,  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie,  by  which  we  should  be  imme^- 
ately  relieved  from  the  expense  of  our  land  office  s)'stem, 
as  well  as  the  expense  of  legislating  upon  the  subject  of 
these  lands,  while,  by  the  operation  of  lliis  bill,  we  are 
as  effectually  to  loose  these  land^  without  being  relieved 
ftnlD  any  e^ense  whatever. 

By  the  bin,  as  amended,  tbeae  lands  which  have  been 
offered  for  nle,  consisting  of  about  eighty  millions  of 
acres,  are  to  be  sold  horn  the  first  of  November  next,  at 
one  dollar  per  acre,  for  two  years — thereafter,  at  seventy- 
five  cents  for  two  years — thereafter,  at  fifty  ceiiU  for  two 
veart~Huid  thereafter,  at  twenty-five  cents.   So  that  in 


six  yesrs  these  lahds  win  be  in  the  market  at  twenty-five 

cents  per  acre.  And  tliis  system,  we  are  very  gravelr 
told,  is  to  replenish  our  Trcastiry.  The  manner  in  which 
our  Treasury  was  thus  to  be  replenished,  was  explained, 
but  not  understood.  I,  said  Hr.  V.,  consider  it  much 
worse. than  a  relinquishment  of  the  whole. 

Will  any  man  buy  these  lands  until  the  price  is  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  mimmam  ?  Surely  not.  Aiid  there 
will  be  a  suspension  of  sales  imt  1  that  period*  not  fiom 
any  combination  among  those  whu  would  otlterwise  be 
purchaser^  but  because  etch  one  will  find  it  his  interest 
to  wait  for  the  lowest  minimum.  Will  tfny  one  give  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  dollars  fur  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
which,  io  six  years,  be  mif^%  have  at  forty  dollars  .'  If 
anxious  to  make  an  immediate  purchase,  he  would  buy  of 
the  large  hindholders  in  these  States,  who  must  bring 
their  lands  into  the  market  as  soon  as  possible :  fur  this 
graduating  system  is  to  affect  the  pi-ice  of  their  lands, 
precisely  as  it  will  affect  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
A  man  holding  a  hundred  thousand  acres,  or  any  other 
quantity,  of  Und,  in  these  SUtes,  purchased  at  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  will,  in  six  years,  find 
hin  price  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  He 
must,  therefore,  sell  out,  if  possible,  before  that  period. 
But,  to  do  so,  he  must  constantly  ofTi  r  his  lands  at  a 
lower  price  than  tiie  minimums  at  which  the  public  lands 
may  be  offered.  He  will  be  urged  to  these  salea  by  the 
con^deratiun  that  his  lands  arc  'axed.  There  will,  there- 
fore, be  DO  sales  of  public  lands  till  they  shall  be  offered 
at  the  lowest  minimum,  ft  seems. the  i»-ice  is  to  rest  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre:  But,  at  that  price,  the  landa 
are  not  worth  liolding  by  the  United  States.  The  money 
to  be  received  at  this  price,  for  our  public  lands,  wou^ 
not  indemnify  the  Government  for  the  expense  of  our 
land  law-system,  and  the  time  spent  in  Congress  in  l^is- 
lating  upon  these  lands. 

The  bill  applies  to  eighty  millions  of  acres :  if  tbejr 
bring  nothing  into  our  lYeamny,  it  will  be  f4^y  to  ex- 
pect any  thing  from  the  residue  of  our  public  lands. 
These  lands  are  the  common  stuck  of  the  United  States. 
Those  that  have  been  ceded  by  certain  States,  have  been 
ceded  expressly  as  a  common  stock.  I'hose  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  purchased  out  of  the  com- 
mon fund.  Our  pvblic  lands  have  cost  us  more  than 
tliirty-tliree  millions  of  dollars,  besides  pi  obably  an  equal 
sum  in  protecting  and  defending  tliem.  And  are  we 
now  about  to  relinquish  the  pecuniary  advantages  which 
were  anticipated  from  those  latKls  which  we  have  acqui- 
red and  protected  at  such  imm-nuc  expense'  On  the 
part  of  tlie  State  from  which  IJuve  the  honor  to  cfnne, 
1  can  never  assent  to  this  amin^mcnt. 

New  Jersey  has  a  vested  n^  ht  to  a  share  of  tliose 
lands,  from  which  she  did  hope  lo  obtain  some  remune- 
ration fur  her  heavy  losses  ami  expenses  in  carrying  on 
the  Revolutionary  war.  New  Jersey  acquired  no  cro»n 
lands  within  her  boundaries  by  the  revolution.  She 
never  owned  any  part  of  her  soil,  except  by  purchase — 
never  taxed  the  lands  of  the  proprietors.  But  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  says  there  lias  been  no  moment 
when  New  Jeisey  could  nut  tax  theae  lands.  She  has 
the  power  to  tax  these  lands,  but  it  cum-.M  be  done  with 
strict  justice,  inasmuch  as  there  wus  an  .if^reement  some 
eighty  or  one  hundred  years  ago,  upon  certain  conces- 
sions as  to  the  sale  of  these  landa,  that  they  sliould  not 
be  taxed.  A  sense  of  justice  has  prevented  any  attempt 
at  taxation. 

New  Jersey  lias  submitted  to  her  condition  without 
murmuring.  She  has  asked  but  little,  and  received  no- 
thing. 1  (lid,  by  instructionrssk  a  donation  of  lands  for 
SH  asylum  of  tlie  deaf  and  dumb,  established  in  that 
State.  The  boon' was  a  small  one,  but  it  was  refiised. 
Since  whicli,  I  have  voted  against  donations  of  lands, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so  till  some  equitable  princi- 
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pie  dull  be  idopted  fat  the  Tcgolidioo  of  such  rfonk- 
tions. 

We  liave  extinguiahed  the  Indian  title  to  miuiy  tvo 
hundred  and  sixty  tnitlrons  of  acres,  of  whicli  we  hare 
sold  nineteen  millions.  The  present  bill  applies  to 
about  eighty  millions.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  says 
it  would  take  seveml  thousand  years  to  dispose  of  these 
lends,  under  tJie  present  system,  and  asks  if  the  new 
States  are  forerer  to  remain  in  a  state  of  minority—a 
state  of  dependence  upon  the  Union— if  they  are  ever 
to  remain  deprived  of  the  sovereigr^ty  enjoyed  by  the 
original  States 

Oliio  h*5  watted  twenty-fire  years  under  our  hind  sys- 
tem, without  murmuring :  her  population  and  wealth 
hsve  increased  under  (hat  wstem  whh  a  rapidity  of  which 
the  history  of  the  world  affords  no  example.  The  State 
of  MisKHiri  has  been  not  seven  years  in  the  Union — and 
the  Senator  from  that  State  has  been  moving  thia  bill 
fiMr  jrcws.  So  that  in  lets  than  three  years,  the  State 
was  impatient  of  its  minority.  Three  years  is  but  a 
small  part  of  twenly-five  years.  It  is  somewhat  siajfular 
that  the  greatest  impatience  should  be  expressed  by  the 
youngest  Stale  in  the  Union.  The  Senator  trom  that 
State  knows  best  the  wislu-s  and  disposilinn  of  the  Peo. 
pie  or  that  State,  and  he  has  exercised  his  power  as  he 
certftinly  has  a  ri^tto  do,  to  promote  the  interest  of  bis 
constituents.  By  opiiosing  this  bill,  I  endeavor  to  pro* 
teet  Uie  interest  of  mine. 

But  have  these  States  a  right  to  complain  that  their 
population  is  retarded  by  our  land  system  f  Ohio  has 
added  more  than  sixteen  per  cent,  to  her  population, 
witbin  the  last  four  years:  Alabama  has  nearly  doubled 
ben  in  the  last  seven  years.  The  other  new  States  have 
inoressed  somewhat  less  rapidly,  but  with  a  rapiditv  not 
known  in  the  old  States.  New  Jersey  has  increatcti  fifty 
per  cent,  in  thirty  years.  Several  of  the  old  States  have 
been  nearly  stationary  for  twenty  years  past. 

Bat  Alabama,  it  seenu,  is  not  satisfied  with  her  con- 
dition  ;  but,  as  a  Senator  from  that  State  [Mr.  HcKinLar] 
informs  us,  will  complain  until  she  hag  all  the  rights  of 
the  other  States — one  of  which  is  the  ownentliip  of  all 
the  sml  wiibin  her  boundary.  He  repeats  the  doctrine 
that  the  new  Slates  cannot  be  soverdgn  without  this 
rigbt~-that  it  is  theirs  by  the  law  of  nations,  which  is 
the  taw  of  reason — that  these  Slates  are  as  sovereign  as 
the  independent  Kingdoms  of  Europe — that  indeed  there 
can  be  no  greater  Sovereignty  than  that  of  the  People. 

The  States*  sir,  are  confederated — not  independent 
Borereignties :  a  portion  of  sovereignty  remains  witli  each 
of  the  States— a  portion  has  been  yielded  to  the  United 
Slates. 

A  aovcreign  independent  State  can  make  war  and 
peace — can  make  treaties—lay  imposts  and  duties.  These 
and  several  other  attributes  of  sovereignty,  have  been 
yielded  (0  the  Union,  without  which,  it  could  not  exist, 
'fbe  Union  is  an  indepeiKlent  sovereign  State — but  its 
parts  cannot  be  distinct  independent  sovereign  States. 
Their  sorere%nty  is  a  modified  one.  Wlien  we  spenk  of 
the  torereignty  of  the  People,  we  mean  the  People  of 
the  United  States,  not  the  People  of  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylvania. 

I'lie  cases  cited  from  the  law  of  nations,  have  no  ap- 
plication to  these  States,  except  hi  their  collective  ca- 
pacity as  forming  the  Union. 

The  old  States  have  looked  upon  these  public  lands  as 
an  inexhaustible  fund  of  revenue  to  the  Government, 
lliis  delusion  is  passing  away— they  still  hope,  however, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  actual  losers  by  acquiring  these 
lands.  For  one,  1  do  not  wisli  to  gain  by  them.  But 
let  the  old  States  receive  from  the  sale  «f  these  lands 
what  Uiey  have  cost  us,  before  we  cede  tiiem.  I  am  wil- 
ling  to  reduce  the  minimum  to  a  dollar  per  acre,  and  the 
ofler  Iws  been  made  in  this  body,  but  rejected.  Wby 


should  we  reduce  these  lands  to  a  lower  price  i  The 
low  price  will  neither  increase  population  nor  ca|»taL  If 
the  lands  were  reduced  to  five  cents  the  atfe»  there  would 
still  be  more  land  than  purchasers. 

At  the  price  of  one  dtdlar  peraore,  the  new  Slates 
hold  out  the  strong^  inducements  to  emigration.  Tha 
People  do  emigrate  as  fast  as  they  can  posubly  dispose 
of  their  property  at  home ;  but  some  must  be  left  to  pur* 
chase  of  the  emigrants.  Who  will  not  go,  tliat  can  go, 
to  these  delightful  regions,  where  the  moat  fertile  lands 
upon  the  globe  can  be  purchased  for  one  dollar  per  acre  ? 
A  country,  too,  that  may  become  an  empire  by  itself. 
I  will  cIoM  my  remarks  with  reading  a  passage  from  the 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  which  I  read 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  exhibit  a  glowing  picture  of 
the  immense  aavantages  which  theae  regions  possess 
over  lh«  old  States:  "Suppose,"  says  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  "the  Union  to  be  dissolved — where  would  be 
the  public  lands  >  All  controversy  about  them  would 
cease— they  would  belong  to  the  States  in  wMch  they 
lie.  Look  at  the  great  inducement  to  this  stale  it 
things.  Look  at  the  character  and  extent  of  this  country. 
How  capable  of  self  government  and  its  own  indepen- 
dence. Seven  of  the  largest  SUtes  of  the  Union— the 
finest  country  on  the  earth— the  whole  valley  of  the  Miss> 
jarippi— the  noblest  rivers  on  the  globe — with  three  mil- 
lions of  inhabittnts— a  ssfe  and  sheltered  seaboard,  with 
a  commanding  position  for  a  large  participation  in  the 
commerce  of  the  West  Indies,  Seuth  America,  and  Mex- 
ico. But  the  People  of  these  States  are  devoted  to  the 
Union." 

Can  emigrants  ask  or  desire  more  than  the  priiilcge  of 
purchasing  such  landii,  in  such  regions,  for  one  dollar 
per  acre? 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  lepHed  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
DICKBRSON',  in  relation  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  also  replied  to  some  of  the  ebservations 
of  Mr.  DICKERSOK. 

Mr.  DICKBRSON  rose  again,  in  exphmation  and  reply. 

Tbe  question  being  then  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill, 
it  wss  fleeted,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Cobb, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hendricks^  Johnson,  of  Ken., 
Johnston,,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  HcKinley,  Noble, 
Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ruggle^  Tazewell,  Thomas,  White, 
Williams.— 21. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Hayook 
Knight,  McLane,  Macon,  Marks,  Pairta,  Bobbins,  Sey- 
moiir,  Silsbec,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smhb,  of  S.  C,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey,  Woodbury.— 35. 

WxDHssDaT,  Ann  33,  1838. 
GRADUATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  MACON  said  that  he  considered  that  the  question 
was  never  taken  on  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  gradoate 
the  price  of  public  lands,  disconnected  from  the  rest  d 
the  bill.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  first  section,  and  ther^ 
fore  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
view  of  striking  out  all  but  the  first  section. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  thou^t  a  motion  to  reeonu- 
der,  for  any  particular  purpose,  was  rather  novel. 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
ought  to  be  dirtinct. 

The  motion  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  BAIL  ROAD. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  the  bill  aotborixinr 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Conpanv  to  import 
iron  fiirtlie  constmction  of  that  .work,  waat^en  up.  umI 
an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  eztnidnc 
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B^Umert  a>uL  Ohio  Rail  Road. 


[Afkil  33.  183S- 


iHDe  privOcfc  to  all  Staiei  ud  Rail  Ikwd  CompMHcfl, 
Ar  amilar  pwiKwes,  iras  Agreed  to. 

llr.  S.  Mid  a  nit  md  wa«  like  «  rfup,  Uitb  being  con- 
itmcted  of  the  aame  onterikb— tiodier  and  iron — and 
nade  by  the  nme  dcwaiptioa  of  DMcbanica,  and  bound 
alike  by  fawu  The  uai  of  both  were  Minihtr-to  facili- 
tate oomaeree  iMtween  foreign  oomitries. 

Some  genftle«eii  were  diapoaed  to  think  that  this  was 
a  ipecHblion,  odcukted  to  afford  an  opportMnhy  toaome 
apeedUton,  when  the  duty  was  taken  off  iron,  to  sell 
out  at  a  coaBdemble  profit.  The  persons  interested  in 
tlus  project  are  not  of  that  dass.  The  object  was  the 
uaiverwl  intercitof  the  eonntiy,  by  uidting  the  trade  of 
the  different  Statca.  Hhs  peesons  who  are  termed  apecu- 
hltan  have  sold  out  their  shares  after  the  first  depoMt, 
not  ooiu»dering  it  an  advantage  to  hold  them.  The  gea- 
tleinen  who  oompose  the  Direclora  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  are  not  Ukety  to  become  speeu- 
lators  in  (Ajeeta  of  n^iul  utilifrr.  The  Directors  are  : 
Charlea  CarroO.  of  CarMdtom  WiUiain  Patterson,  Robert 
OUTer,  Alesandec  Brown,  Isaac  M'l^.  WilUan  Lonnan, 
Oeorge  Hoffatan,  Philip  B.  Thomas^  Thomas  Ellicott, 
John  B.  Metris,  Talbot  Jones,  and  William  Steuart. 
All  gentfeqien  of  large  private  fortunes,  and  notliing  could 
ioduoe  them  to  part  with  their  stock.  Bome  of  the  sub- 
scribers hsTe  adranced  from  30  to  150,000  dollars  each. 
Baltiauve  aubeoribed  half  a  million  of  dollm~-cei«aiii  jpen- 
tkmen  bare  aubunibed  3000  dollara,  not  for  in^vidual 
advantege,  hot  the  geaetal  good  the  coaotty.  1^ 
Coounittee  are  sworn  to  condoet  the  buKDoas  confoma- 
bly  to  tfie  provisions  dT  the  diarter. 

It  IS  prorided  by  the  bill,  that  prenoaato  the  hnpoiia* 
tion  of  such  iron  and  machinery,  the  Pre«dent  of  uiy  such 
rail  road  company  shall  file,  with  the  Collector  of  the 
pert  uto  which  llie  hnpertation  may  be  intended,  a  ci^y 
of  the  OTdcr  for  the  —in.  signed  by  aiieh  Prerident  t 
wUeh  order  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treaau- 
17,  who  shall  eaose  a  copy  of  <the  same  to  be  preserved, 
uid  return  it  to  the  Collector  (with  his  signature)  grant* 
ii^  Us  importation.  It  also  provides,  that  on  taking  out 
at  the  eutftom  boose,  of  any  such  iron  or  machinwy,  the 
Prefident  of  any  such  inoorprnted  company  shall  swear 
**  tfanl  Oie  mtnr  ■ubseribed  with  hw  namc^  and  delivered 
bjr  Mb  to  the  Cidlector  of  the  partkttlar  district,  contuns 
a  just  and  true  acoouot  of  OA  the  iron  and  machinery,  im- 
ported  for  the  sole  use  oF  the  a^  rail  rqad,  and  that  the 
same  will  not  be  used  for  anv  other  purpose  whatever." 
The  Preadent  and  Directors  hare  a  right  to  increase  their 
■took— 4hey  have  done  so,  from  a  million  and  a  half  to 
tibfw  mllGoaa.  The  rail  road  is  exempt  from  all  taxes,  on 
the  part  of  the  Btatea.  Thb  road  goes  through  the  States 
of  vininia  and  Poonqrhnnia,  and  oontwcta  both  States, 
It  win  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  Western  States. 

The  granting  this  boon  involves  no  new  principle. — 
[Here  Mr.  8.  read  a  statement  of  the  articles  imported 
duty  frae  fbr  the  advantage  of  manufactures.] 

ATarietyof  Statcain  ne  Union  are  contemplating  rait 
loadst  and  it  would  bo  ui\jast  to  deprive  the  country  of 
Dl^  very  beneficial  advantwes.  EngUnd  had  failed  in 
two  attempts  to  estahfish  iwf  roads,  but  were  eventually 
aoeceatful.  No  disadvantage  can  result  to  the  States  from 
^  free  miportation  of  iron  for  these  useful  purposes,  as 
the  UHuAtiency  of  that  article  requiKs  importation. 
The  oraaanrwneumpfion  requires  the  annual  quantity 
<tt35  to3Q|000tons)  and  without  intporUtion  the  price 
would  be  very  contiderably  enhanced.  The  importation  of 
uonwaafirstiUggeMedby  oneol  the  oldest  and  mort  in- 
teffigeot  manubcturers  m  this  country—an  importer  onron. 

The  iraacMe  qvantity  required  cannot  be  procured  in 
tiM  oottotiy.  This  road  will  be  of  very  great  advantage 
to  the  maniftclarers  of  iron— the  road  wiU  extend  about 
two  himdnd  mdea  thrauch  a  oountiy  abounding  bi  iron, 
•ndthtBcwUlbe  a  itieiuhu  to  the  maaufooturers  of  iron 


to  atop  the  importation  of  iron  duty  free,  by  at  least 
equalling  the  imported  iron  in  quality  and  price.  There 
at«  various  rail  roads  to  be  made  in  Penniylvania,  New- 
York,  New-Jeraey,  Maryland,  Ddaware,  Ohio,  Sic.  If 
he  thought  it  woukl  be  productive  of  injury  to  any  of  the 
institutions  of  hia  ooant^,  he  would  not  vote  in  lU  mw. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  observed,  that  if  it  should  bethei^t 
expedient  to  remit  the  duties  upon  iron,  to  be  used  in 
the  foimation  of  rail  roads,  the  present  bill  ought  not  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  It  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  whose  special  province  it 
is  to  guard  our  revenue,  and  bad  recwved  their  appnnM- 
tion— yet  it  eentahied  no  provision  calcuhiled  to  protect 
the  revenue  from  the  grossest  fraud.  Iron  of  any  kiml 
or  form,  and  to  any  extent  that  a  rail  road  company  may 
think  necessary,  and  the  President  of  the  company  may 
nncerely  and  truly  affirm  is  for  the  sole  use  of  the  rail  road 
of  die  said  company,  and  that  the  same  will  not  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose  whatever.  And  what  control  lias 
Uiis  Prevdent  over  thk  iron  after  it  is  out  of  his  poaaeasion, 
even  if  he  abouki  continue  in  office.  But  be  mav  take 
his  oath  to-day,  and  die,  or  resign,  or  be  turned  out  of 
office  to-morrow— in  which  case  his  oath  would  be  of  no 
importance.  There  is  no  bond— 00  security  that  the  iron 
should  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  nil  road. 

When  a  drawback  is  to  be  allowed  on  the  ezp(»tal)oa 
of  imported  goods,  the  utmost  caution  is  used  to  prevent 
fraud  upon  the  revenue ;  the  goods  must  be  exported 
wi^n  one  year  of  the  lime  they  are  imported  ;  notice 
most  be  pven  of  the  quantity  of  Kooda,  and  time  when 
to  be  exported  t  they  must  be  in  tne  same  casks,  boxes, 
packages,  &c.  in  which  they  were  imported  j  bonds  mast 
be  given  for  the  duties,  to  be  discharged  on  certificate 
that  the  goods  hare  absolutely  been  delivered  in  a  foreign 
port.  These,  and  many  other  proviaiona,  are  to  be  found 
upon  our  atatute  books,  irtiere  drawback  is  allowed  upon 
goods  sent  to  a  foreign  country  :  and  yet  no  precaution 
is  used  in  this  bill  to  prevent  this  iron,  n>read  over  the 
country,  ftom  one  end  of  a  rail  road  to  the  other,  from 
b«ng  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  than  those  of  the 
mil  road . 

The  Baltimore  Rul  Road  Company  an  no  doubt  very 
bimorible  men,  who  would  not  aefraud  the  revemie  f  but 
this  bill  extends  to  all  rul  road  eompaniei,  fonnedand  to 
be  formed  ;  and  to  all  in£viduals  disposed  to  make  pub- 
lic vt  private  rail  roads.  It  is  a  very  unsafe  legislatioD,  to 
presume  upon  the  honor  and  honesty  of  aU  mankind. 
Our  revenue  laws  seem  to  be  foiuded  upon  an  opponte 
presumption. 

But  why,  said  Mr.  D.  bthiaprivilegeof  inwortingiron 
confined  to  those  making  rail  roads  t  In  making  candau 
which  are  the  rivals  of  rail  roads,  very  Isrge  quantities  of 
iron  and  steel  are  consumed.  The  proposied  tunoel  thro' 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  cf  five  or  six  miles,  would  con- 
sume as  much  iron  in  its  excavation  as  would  mAa  platen 
for  a  hundred  miles  of  rail  road.  Why  not  suffer  Canal 
companies  to  import  iron,  as  well  as  machinery',  duty  free  ' 
But  why  is  this  remission  of  du^  confined  to  iron  and 
machinery  }  Lat^  quantities  of  lead  will  be  required 
for  Bxin^  the  iron  to  the  s^one  work  upon  rail  roada--why 
not  admit  that  duty  ftee  *  There  will  be  a  great  eonaunip- 
tion  (A  cordage  in  the  different  machines  neceaMry  for 
raising  and  removing  rocks,  making  ezcavatioos  and  re- 
moving earth  from  such  rail  roads.  Immense  quantities 
of  gunpowder  will  be  consumed  in  their  operations.  Why 
not  remit  the  duty  upon  these  articles  ^  Vast  quantities 
of  ardent  spirit  wiB  be  consumed  by  the  Uborers  employ- 
ed upon  their  rail  roads,  the  expense  of  which  most  Gw 
directly  or  indirectly  upon  the  companies  or  individtuJs 
constructing  these  roa^.  Why  not  remit  the  duty  uptm 
this  article  7  And  indeed  upon  aU  otbers  necessary  for 
the  construction  of  rail  roads?  But  why  is  not  like  mvor 
to  be  extended  to  eveiy  brandi  of  industry  and  entetiM^xe 
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BaMimore  and  Ohio  Rati  Road. 


[SENATE. 


IB  this  Gountiy — why  not  Miffier  the  sliip-buildertotmpoTt  when  wanted,  it  can  be  made  with  as  much  nicety  and 


hit  iron,  cordage,  and  aail^  duty  free — why  not  sufier 
iDanuftcturing  and  steamboat  companies  to  unport  their 
steam  engines,  maoliinery,  and  iron,  duty  free  ?  Why 
not  suffer  the  farmer  and  planter  to  import  tlie  iron  ne- 
cessary for  carrying  un  their  buainesa,  duty  free  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith]  has  inform- 
ed us  iwA  tliere  is  no  speculation  in  this  case,  as  it  res- 
pects the  Baltimore  rail  road  compuiv — that  iheir  stock 
n  lubseribed  for  partly  by  the  State  or  Maryland— partly 
by  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  partly  by  individuals  of  fur- 
tune,  whti  haye  subscribed  with  a  view  to  accomplish  this 
great  object  of  Internal  Improvement — a  rail  road  from 
Baltimort;  to  the  Obio — that  they  are  every  way  compe* 
tent  to  the  completion  of  this  object,  and  that  they  will 
eonplete  it.  Nothing,  he  says,  would  tempt  tbera  to  part 
with  their  stock — that  their  charter  is  secure,  their  rates 
of  toll  fixed — that  their  subscription  ts  full,  and  that  their 
scrip  is  telling  at  sixteen  dollars  for  each  dollar  paid  in, 
and  yet  nothing  would  induce  the  rich  stockholders  to 
sell  out,  and  because  they  will  not  sell  out,  we  are  to  pre- 
sume there  is  no  speculation  in  the  case.  Perhaps  they 
consider  it  a  better  speculation  to  keop  their  stock,  than 
to  sell  U  at  the  present  rate  of  sixteen  hun<lred  per  cent, 
advance,  but  if  we  pass  the  present  bill,  their  scrip  will 
ptobably  command  a  price  ot  twenty  for  one  t )»  tii>t  case 
the  stockholders  might  be  induced  to  sell  out,  and  make 
a  profit  upon  their  money,  such  as  has  never  been  heard 
of  in  this  country. 

But  if  this  company  sludl  have  no  views  of  speculation, 
olber  companies  to  be  formed  may  have — indeed,  if  these 
conipwiiesare  to  be  thus  encouraged,  we  shall  have  bub- 
bles enoogb— nil  road  companies  will  be  formed  for  the 
able  purpose  of  importing  iron  and  machinery,  duty  free. 
The  eompanies  will,  many  of  them  ful,  thtir  iron,  to  the 
anumot  m  thousands  of  tons,  will  be  sold  in  the  country, 
and  be  consumed  without  paying  duty. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  this  company 
do  not  ask  for  money,  but  merely  for  a  remission  of  the 
duties  upon  the  inm  and  machinery  they  may  want; 
thai  is,  tbeydo  not  want  ua  to  gife  them  twoorttoee  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  but  to  release  them  from  the  pay- 
ment of  so  much,  which,  otherwise,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  to  the  government.  To  the  company  it  is  precise- 
ly the  same  thing  as  living  them  so  much — to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  the  country  it  is  much  worse. 

The  gentleman  informs,  that  the  iron  is  not  produced 
In  the  coontry — that  the  company  have  advertised  for  iron 
and  have  recdved  but  two  offers,  and  but  for  a  small  part 
of  what  they  demand.  Tlie  capacity  of  this  country  to 
pTOdaee  iron  is  without  limits  {  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land alone  can  produce  iron  enough  for  this  rail  road,  in 
addition  to  what  they  now  make.  The  whole  quantity 
necessary  for  the  rail  road  could  be  fumislied  in  one  year  ; 
but  it  will  tdke  several  years  to  complete  the  rail  mad, 
and  there  will  not  be  the  least  inconvenience  in  fumish- 
'mg  the  inn  as  &st  as  wanted.  This  road  b  to  be  made 
tbrougfa  the  very  region  of  iron  works*  where  the  article 
can  be  supplied  in  Uie  greatest  abundance. 

In  a  very  short  period,  the  United  States  cfxUd  produce 
twice  the  quantity  of  iron  now  produced.  Hie  article  can 
be  produced  &r  beyond  the  wants  of  the  country,  rail 
roads  included. 

It  is  said  that  this  company  has  been  offered  iron  fit  for 
Uieir  purpose,  at  t7S  per  ton  ;  but  that  they  think  that 
they  can  unport  it,  if  duty  free,  at  (65  per  ton,  that  is,  if 
the  government  will  remit  them  918  per  ton,  on  one  kind 
of  iron,  or  $30  on  another,  they  wUT  be  gainers  by  im- 
porting, rather  than  buying  here,  by  (10  oit  the  ton. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  iron  for  rail  roads  must 
be  made  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and  that  we  have  not 
the  akii)  in  this  country  for  making  it,  and  that  h  is  not 
■Mda  here.   It  wiH  not  be  made  untU  it  is  wanted.  But 


exactness  as  it  can  be  made  in  England.  Our  rolling 
mills  are  already  brought  to  the  highest  state  of  perfec- 
tion. Besides,  if  it  were  necessary  to  employ  more  »kill 
and  more  capital,  than  are  now  in  the  country,  for  mak- 
ing iron  fur  the  rail  roads,  it  would  be  much  better  to  hold 
out  inducements  to  that  skill  and  capital  to  come  here, 
than  encourage  it  abraad. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  we  already  admit  a  variety  of 
articles  duty  free,  for  the  advantage  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  as  plaster  of  parin,  fur,  milUlones.  dye- 
woods,  &c.  ;  but  it  must  be  observed,  that  in  those  cases, 
the  condition  of  duty  free  extends  to  the  whole  of  each 
article,  and  not  to  a  part  t  a  manufacturer  may  import 
plaster  of  paris,  or  a  farmer  may  import  dye  woods;  there 
can,  therefore,  be  no  fraud  upon  the  revenue  i  to  make 
the  present  case  parallel  with  those,  all  iron  should  be 
imported  duty  free. 

The  preseiit  bill,  if  it  should  pass,  will  lead  to  enormous 
frauds,  without  any  beneficial  result  to  the  public,  for  the 
rail  road  will  be  made  whether  the  bill  shall,  pass  or  not. 

Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and  with 
peculiar  force  and  energy,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  tic  said, 
in  whatever  aspect  it  presents  itself,  he  was  disposed  to 
view  it  in  the  most  liurorable  light.  He  believed  there 
was  no  modem  improvement  of  greater  value  than  the 
rail  road  ;  it  had  effected  much  in  England,  and  he  thought 
was  destined  to  produce  still  greater  results  in  this  coun- 
try. From  all  he  had  been  able  to  glean  from  the  most 
authentic  works,  as  well  as  persons  capable  of  judging  uf 
the  subject,  rail  roads  were  decidedly  superior  to  canals. 
Nr.  H.  then  went  into,  a  long  and  minute  calculation  to 
^ew  Uie  advantages.  He  afludetl  to  the  route  contem- 
plated to  be  taken  by  this  road,  as  more  direct  than  a 
canal  route  could  be,  aittl  would,  consequently,  Insure  a 
very  great  saving  of  time  in  trsnspurting.  gooils  and  pas- 
sengers, from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  less  liable  to  injury  than  canals, 
and  repaired  at  much  less  cost.  We  overcome  any  ascent 
by  means  of  an  inclined  plane  and  stationary  engine, 
white  the  expense  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  surmount- 
ing this  dlfiicully,  contrasted  with  that  of  locks  for  a  hke 
purpose,  would  only  be  one  half.  Another  advantage 
was,  that  the  speed  of  the  rail  road  might  be  increased  at 
pleasure,  while  on  canals,  it  was  limited,  at  most,  to  three 
or  four  miles  per  hour.  Steam  was  adnpted  to  mil  roads, 
whid)  had,  in  a  measure,  changed  the  aspect  of  things, 
and  so  Air  as  interchan^  was  concerned,  had  almost  aii- 
luhilated,  as  it  were,  time  and  space. 

Mr-  BARNARD  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
Although  Pennsylvania,  he  said,  had  authorized  rail  roads 
to  be  constructed  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  al- 
though the  proviuons  of  this  bill  will  enable  her  to  obtain 
the  iron,  free  of  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  making  these 
roads,  yet  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  one  of  her  representatives, 
for  what  he  conceived  to  be  very  substantial  reasons,  to 


oppose  lU  passage. 

This  measure,  said  Mr.'B.  is  founded  on  a  memorial 
ff«m  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  but  the 
terms  of  the  biU  are  general,  and  extends  to  all  rail  roads 
that  are  now  contemplated  and  authorized,  as  well  as  all 
that  may  be  projected  and  made  at  any  time  hereafter. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  admitted,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  these  roads,  and  he  was  deeitledly 
friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  country  by  thisorany 
other  proper  means,  but  said  be,  the  question  now  under 
discussion,  is  not  in  what  degree  these  works  will  benefit 
and  improve  the  country,  and  whether  it  will  be  politic 
and  wise  to  have  all  the  iron  to  be  used  in  their  construc- 
tion, brought  from  foreign  countries  free  of  duty.  Now, 
said  he,  is  it  necesiary  to  enquire  into  the  relative  advan- 
Uges  of  rail  roads  and  canals  *  The  admnta^s  of  both 
are  admitted,  nor  would  he  pretend  to  say  which  will  en. 
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sure  tile  greatest  facilities  (o  commerciRl  inlercoune. 
ErcIi  are  beiieficinl. 

As  a  Penn&ylv&iiian,  he  felt  pruud  that  his  native  State 
liad  embarked  in  the  work  of  Internal  Improvement,  and 
he  could  not,  therefore,  but  feel  friendly  to  every  under- 
taking having  this  for  its  object,  and  wliicli  promised  na- 
tional advanluges,  whether  within  the  limits  uf  the  State 
or  out  of  it.  He  wasfi-iendly  to  improvementti  generally. 
'  The  advocates  of  this  bill,  and  the  memuriat  to  Con- 
gress from  the  Baltimore  Company,  asked  for  tliis  exetnp 
tion  from  the  ordinary  duties,  un  the  ground,  that  iron  of 
the  kind  required'  for  the  work  could  not  be  procured  in 
the  country,  and  because  oFthe  character  and  importance 
of  the  undertaking. 

Now,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  endeavor  to  show  that 
there  can  he  no  want  of  iron — that  it  can  be  furnished  in 
any  quantity,  and  to  any  extent  for 'these  improvements, 
without  resorting  to  Europe  for  it.  It  is  a  well  known 
Act,  that  our  country  abounds  in  iron  ore — that  (he  beds 
of  it  are  inexhaustible.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  Slates  of 
Vermont,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  ai>d  Missouri,  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance — in  any  quantity  required. 

Mr.  B.  here  refeiTed  to  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Coifimiltee  ol  Manufiictures,  iu  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  prove  the  quantities  in  New^Yorfc;  New-Jersey, 
and  elsewhere. 

The  BaUimore  and  Ohio  Company,  he  said,  alleged 
that  15,000  tons  will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  lliat 
work,  but  as  the  greatest  distance  of  the  road  is  only  330 
miles,  and  36  tons  per  mile  is  what  is  demanded,  the  quan- 
tity by  this  estimate  will  be  leas  than  13,000  tons  of  bar 
or  rolled  iron.  Now,  sud  he,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
alone,  manufactures  31,800  tons  of  bar  iron,  annually,  and 
inproofofthisaasertion,  he  referred  to  the  members  of  the 
Hanufiicturing  Committee  of  the  other  House.  (Here 
.  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  printed  tesliniony,  shewing  the 
quantity  mnde  in  Pennsylvania.) 

What,  said  he,  will  be  the  time  required  to  make  this 
road  }  It  is  not  to  be  made  in  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  j  ear. 
The  ground  is  to  be  levelled  and  prepared,  and  much 
work  to  be  done  before  the  iron  will  be  called  for.  'I'his 
is  a  work  of  great  extent,  embracing  a  diatance  of  upwards 
of 300  miles.  How  lung  was  the  New-Tork  canal  in  pro- 
gress, with  a  distance  no  ^ealer,  before  it  was  complet- 
ed ^-~ho<iv  many  years  did  it  take  to  finish  tliis  great  work, 
'with  all  the  resources  and  activity  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful State  called  into  requisition  ^ 

J^ook  at  the  Union  Canal  of  Pennsylvania.  How  many 
years  were  required  for  its  completion  ?  Pennsylvania 
commenced  her  caiial  system  two  years  ago,  to  unite  the 
East  and  the  West  together,  but  the  work  is  scarcely  yet 
begun.  This  rail-road  will  then  require  years  for  its  com- 
pletion ]  at  the  lowest  computatiou  five  years,  but  allow 
that  it  can  be  finished  in  three  years,  and  this  will  allow 
upwards  of  100  miles,  and  an  expenditure  of  more  than 
two  millions  per  annum.  When,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  consider , 
this  extent,  and  thia  large  sum  to  be  Itud  out,  in  connec- 
tion witli  the  difficulties  necessatily  attendant  upnn  a  new 
and  untried  experiment  in  this  country,  it  must  be  allow- 
ed that  three  years  is  the  shortest  possible  time  in  which 
the  work  can  be  finished.  He  said  he  should  be  agree- 
ably disappointed  if  it  was  finished  within  that  period. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B  ,  it  has  been  shown  that  Penn- 
sylvania alone  manufactures  31,800  tons  of  that  bar  iron 
annually  :  and  he  wished  to  be  permitted  here  to  say, 
tlut  she  can,  even  with  her  present  works,  manufacture 
one-third  more,  if  there  is  a  demaitd  for  it,  by  adding  to 
the  workmen,  and  giving  aihlitional  force  to  the  iron  es- 
tablishments The  quantity  then  required  for  the  Balti- 
more rait  road,  supposing  it  to  take  three  years  to  com- 
plete it, -will  be  about  4,000  tons  annually.  If  Fennsyl- 
>iia  lumi^es  thia  quantity  from  the  amount  now  made. 


there  ytill  will  rem.tin  for  ordinary  consumption  near 
18,000  tons  ;  the  company  can  then  be  supplied  without 
inconvenience  or  increase  of  price  i  and  here  te  would 
observe,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  iron  masters  will  gtlidly  under- 
take to  funiisli  this  quantity  annually,  and  of  the  best 
quality,  too,  h»r  our  iron  ore  is  equal  to  any  in  the  world. 
But,  said  Mr,  B  ,  they  can  very  readily  manulkcture  the 
present  quantity,  with  all  the  inCT«aie  thai  will  be  requir. 
ed  by  this  company  fur  ita  road. 

Besides,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  a  demand  is  made  for  this  kind 
of  iron,  old  works  will  be  revived,  and  new  ones  put  into 
optration,  which,  with  thnse  already  in  tise,  can  supply 
to  any  extent  wanted.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  our 
mountains  are  filled  with  the  ore— the  supply  is  inex- 
haustible. Timber  is  equally  plenty  }  and  water  power 
and  sites  for  iron  works  almost  without  limit.  When  the 
material,  and  the  facilities  for  its  manufacture,  are  so  very 
gre.it,  can  it  be  doubled  that  it  can  be  supplied  in  any 
quantiQ'  required,  and  witlioutthe  exorbitant  price  ap- 
prehended by  the  advocates  of  tliis  bill  I 

Butasupply  is  also  necessary  forthe  use  of  the  rail-roads 
authorized  by  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  The  quantity 
will  not  be  more  tihan  about  1000  tons  annually.  There 
cannot  be  the  least  difficulty  in  fijmifiliing  this  additional 
quantity,  Penna^lvania,  if  this  bill  paases,  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, avail  herself  of  its  provisions,  and  obtain  Iron  for 
her  T3a\  vrap  at  the  cheapest  rate  «  but  dnes  not  asic 
for  the  bill;  she  does  not  think  it  necessary,  and  will 
never  ask  for  any  measure  that  will  operate  to  the  injury 
of  her  citizens,  or  be  impolitic  and  injudicious  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view. 

The  quantity  of  iron  manufactured  in  this  country  will 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  the  demand  for  it.  The  mate- 
rials Uy  in  our  soil  to  an  immeasurable  extent  ;  it  is  only 
necessary  to  afford  the  necessary  encouragement  and 
create  a  market,  and  all  that  can  poaaitily  be  required  will 
be  furnished  ;  and  that,  too,  as  fast  as  these  rail-ruads  can 
progress  or  stand  in  need  uf  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  confined  himself  to  the  supply  which 
Pennsylvania  alone  c6iild  funii&h  ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  Pennsylvania  is  only  one  of  the  many  Stales 
uf  this  confederacy  fthbh  abound  in  this  indbpensable 
and  highly  useful  article. 

The  ground,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  country  haa 
not  the  capacity  to  fVirnish  the  iron  necessary  fbr  the 
Baltimore  rail-rtnd,  and  which  is  one  of  the  reasons  urg- 
ed for  the  pas8^;e  of  this  bill,  had,  he  conceived,  entirely 
failed. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  this  work  ofsuch  a  character  as  to 
entitle  it  to  this  special  privilege?  He  had  already  ad- 
mitted that  such  works  deserved  every  proper  encourage- 
ment and  aid  not  inconsistent  with  the  interest  and  settled 
policy  of  the  nation.  What  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  from  its  first  organization  Hi^  it  not  been 
to  produce  within  ourselves  every  article  of  necessity, 
which  the  country  can  afiurd  in  abundance,  and  not  be 
dependent  on  foreign  supply  for  our  wants  I  Is  not  the 
tariff  bdl  now  before  us,  based  on  lliis  principle  ?  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  give  protection  to  our  borne  productions. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  not  the  bill  now  asked  for,  in  direct 
opposition  to  this  ^stem  of  protection  ;  and  will  it  not 
establish  a  new,  mischievous,  and  dangerous  principle  ? 
It  is  alleged  by  the  Senator  from  Maiyland,  [Mr.  ShithJ 
that  the  principle  is  not  new,  and  he  has  cited  niany  in- 
stances to  show  that  articles  have  been  and  are  imported 
free  uf  duty  j  but  tli«  difference  between  the  cases  men- 
tioned by  him  (and  it  is  a  very  essenlial  one)  and  the 
case  presented  by  this  bill,  is,  that  the  articles  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  countiy  free  of  duly  to  all  who  choose  to 
import  them  ;  but  h  ere  a  special  favor  is  contetuled  for — 
it  is  asked  to  import  iron  for  certain  purposes,  free  of 
duty,  for  the  benefit  of  a  large  and  wealthy  corporation, 
while  all  the  rest  of  the  community  are  compelled  to  pay 
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this  duty  :  it  is  s  special  exemption  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few — it  was  grftntiiiK  exclusive  privileges,  and  thereby 
esublishing  a  preeeoient  hitherto  unknown  in  our  reve- 
nue laws, 

Wfil  not  the  effect  be,  to  do  great  injustice  to  all  the 
citizens  of  the  country  who  are  not  interested  in  these 
rai]-road  companies  '  Why  this  distinction  > 

It  is  perfectly  well  known,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  iron  is  an 
article  used  for  all  the  purposes  of  life.  The  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacttircr — all  require  its  use.  Why, 
then,  shall  they  be  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  price  than 
than  these  associations  ?  and  yet  such  will  be  the  inevit- 
stble  effect  if  this  bill  passes.  Will  they  not  have  a  right 
to  complain  .'  Will  they  not  complain  of  this  inequality 
ud  unfiitmess  }  Will  they  not  say,  we  contribute  our  full 
proportion  to  all  tlie  expenses  of  tite  Government,  as 
much  so  as  any  member  of  a  rail-roa<l  company,  and  yet 
tliey  can  vet  their  iron,  free  of  duly,  to  construct  a  work 
which  win  yield  them  a  very  extensive  prolit,  while  we 
cannot.  To  make  a  distinction  amongst  ourcitizcns  is  at 
all  times  iigiidicious.  Let  every  burthen  be  equal  and 
alike  upon  ill.  Place  all  on  the  same  footing,  and  you 
will  hear  no  complaints  But  favor  the  few  and  the 
wealtliy,  at  the  expense  ot  the  many,  and  j  ou  act  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  true  principles  of  our  republican  institutiuns. 

And,  sakl  Mr.  B-,  do  these  works  entitle  them  to  these 
speoal  ftvoEs  ?  We  all  admit  that  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  patriotic  and  enterprizing  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Bal- 
timore in  starting  this  rail-road.  They  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  ;  and,  said  Sir.  B.,  I  would  be  tlie  lut  to 
withhold  it  from  them. 

But  is  not  this  work  undertakan  for  motives  of  inte- 
rest ?  It  is  admitted  by  the  Senator  from  Marylsnd,  [Mr. 
Skits]  tlial  the  object  is  to  secure  the  important  and 
valuable  trade  of  the  West.  This  is  all  perfectly  fair, 
but  it  shews  that  private  gain  is  the  moving  principle. 
The  intention  is  to  benefit  Baltimore  and  all  its  cilixen", 
and  none  more  so  than  the  gentlemen  compMing  the 
Baltim(»«  and  Ohio  Rail-road  Company.  In  addition  to 
the  benefit  which  which  they  will  enjoy  in  common  with 
all  the  rest  of  their  fellow- citizens,  will  be  the  dividends 
artung  from  the  tolls  of  the  road;  the  stock  has  ailvanced 
to  a  very  considerable  sura  above  par  already,  and  why  ? 
Because  (he  trade  is  expected  to  be  immense,  and  the 
profits  in  proportion  ;  public  good,  then,  is  not  the  only 
object  of  this  company  ;  this  will,  undoubtedly,  be  the 
consequence,  but  tlie  private  profit  and  advanla^  to  the 
individual  members  is  not  overlooked  in  this  project. 

Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  why  are  iron  works  established  ^ 
For  precisely  the  same  reason  that  rail-roads  and  all  other 
monied  associations  are  created,  to  profit  the  individuals, 
for  ultimate  gain.  But  do  not  iron  establisliments  benefit 
the  public  and  the  nation  '  Tliey  produce  from  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth  the  ore  whiah  before  was  wholly  value- 
less. The  timber  which  covered  the  ground,  and  was 
an  incumbrance  to  the  soil  and  the  owner,  is  felled  and 
used.  Thus,  matcrrials  which  in  a  state  of  nature  were 
wholly  useless,  become  of  great  value.  The  stock  of  na- 
tional wealth  is  increased  :  it  is  true  the  proprietor  reaps 
the  advantage  in  the  first  instance,  but  it  is  a  national 
gain  in  the  end. 

Are  not  the  iron  manufacturers,  then,  in  a  national 
point  of  vieWf  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  members  of  a 
rail-road  company  ?  These  last  only  furnish  the  means  of 
transporlation  to  a  market  what  the  former  have  convert- 
ed into  value  and  usefulness.  Are  not  the  iron  works  of 
our  country,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  fntering  care  of 
our  Oovemment  ?  Pennsylvania  alone  has  a  capital  of 
about  $  15,000.000  invested  in  iron  establishments.  Shall 
we  neglect,  nay,  injure,  and  perhaps  ruin,  this  extensive 
bunness,  by  granting  the  favored  privileges  asked  for  by 
tbb  bill  * 

To  alloWf  said  Mr.  B,,  of  partial  importations,  five  of 


duty,  will  operate  as  a  check  on  oifr  manufacturers  of  iron 
— it  will  depress  their  exertions,  instead,  as  it  ought  to 
be  done,  of  encouraging  them.  To  allow  of  importations, 
free  of  duty,  for  all  rail-roads  now  and  hereafter  (and  such 
are  the  provisions  the  bill)  will  be  to  afiieet  very  mate- 
rislly  the  whole  iron  establidimenu  of  the  countty.  Im- 
portations for  partial  objects  will  have  the  same  efTect 
and  operation  as  a  genvral  diminution  in  the  duty.  Will 
this  be  fair  or  just  r 

■  These  Works,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  erected  in  the  full 
confidence  that  the  existing  duty  on  iron  would  not  be 
lessened.  Wm  there  not  an  implied  pledge  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  the  duties  should  continue  as  at 

E resent  established,  and  will  not  the  passage  of  this  bill 
e  a  violation  of  that  pledge  ?  The  citizens  of  our  euun- 
try  have  a  right  to,  and  do  expect,  that  when  duties  are 
established  by  Congress,  they  shall  not  be  diminished, 
either  by  partial  exemption,  or  oUierwise,  to  the  injury 
of  the  establishments  created  under  the  full  persuaaon 
that  those  duties  will  be  continued.  Can  we,  then,  with- 
out doing  manifest  injustice,  gnint  the  special  favors  so- 
Iteited  by  these  rail-road  companies  ?  But  there  is  ano- 
ther p,oint  of  view,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  which  this  question 
presents  itself.  I3e  had  said  before,  it  liad  always  been 
the  policy  df  this  Government  not  to  grant  specifd  favors 
for  particular  objects,  but  to  deal  to  a}l  alike  in  our  public 
measures.  Now,  wlutt  luw  been  the'  course  of  this  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to  articles  necessary  for  national 
purposes  }  The  iron  used  in  the  building  of  our  ships  of 
war;  the  artillery  which  floats  on  their  decks;  the  an- 
chors, and  all  otherarticles  of  iron,  are  the  produce  of  our 
own  country.  Haa4he  Government  thought  it  {iroper  or 
politic  to  obtain  this  iron  cheaper,  by  importing  it  free  of 
duty,  although  for  strictly  national  purposes  ?  Has  it 
been  tliouglit  wise  or  prudent  to  import,  free  of  duty, 
the  clothing  necessary  (or  our  inilitary  force  t  Why, 
then,  bhonld  we  extend  a  privilege  to  local  assecialions 
which  we  den>  for  general  national  purposes  I  Vfhy 
break  tlirongli  a  general  established  system,  for  n  favored 
portion  of  our  citizens,  while  the  Government  itbelf^  and 
all  the  rest  of  our  countrymen,  are  debarred  from  its  be- 
nefits ?  That  system  cannot  be  right  which  deals  un- 
equally with  those  wlio  are  enlitlnl  to  equal  privileges. 
•  Again,  said  Mr.  B.,  bv-lhe  prorisiom  ot  this  bill  we 
send  abroad  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  obtain 
that  which  can  be  very  readily  and  conveniently  furnished 
at  home.  We  establish  out  workshops  in  Europe,  in* 
stead  of  keeping  them  in  our  own  country.  I'he  sum 
required  to  purchase  the  iron  tor  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Rail-road  Company  and  the  Penniylvanta  rail-road^  alone, 
would  furnish  employment  and  suppoK  to  about  30,000 
of  our  own  citizens  for  one  year,  it  the  iron  was  obtained 
in  the  country — if  brought  trotri  abroad  we  give  so  much 
to  foreigners. 

This  large  sum  expended  in  the  country  would  be  sen- 
sibly felL  Besides  the  employment  offered  to  the  work- 
men wlio  would  be  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
iron,  the  farmer  would  be  materially  benefitted  by  having 
a  nt:w  market -lor  his  grain,  flour,  and  other  provisions. 
The  sum  would  be  laid  out  among  ourselves,  and  not  sent 
to  foreign  countries  to  enrich  their  subjects,  instead  of 
our  own  people.  Uiil  as  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are 
general,  and  extends  to  all  rail-roads  to  be  constructed, 
we  cannot  foresee  the  sums  that  will  be  sent  to  other 
countries  to  ilie  great  injury  and  impoverishment  of  our- 
selves, and  Uiis,  too,  to  obtain  a  material  that  our  coun- 
try can  furnish  to  an  unlimited  extent-  We  undertake  a 
great  domestic  improvement,  and  we  send  for  a  foreign 
material  to  accomplish  it,  when  the  article  is  at  our  own 
door.  I  must  confess,  sail]  Mr.  B.,  1  do  not  like  the  idea 
of  having  our  roads  maiJe  by  Foreign  han<la  an<l  foreign 
raatarials,  and  wlien  the  professed,  and  no  doubt  actual 
object  is  Uu!  general  improvement  of  the  counuy.  These 
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rki^road■  were  undtirUken  witliout  any  especUtIon»  at 
least  witliout  any  assurance,  tliiit  they  could  procure 
from  Congresa  an  act  of  iluB  kind,  {fo  apecial privilwe 
could  have  been  anticipated*  so  that  there  mil  be  no  in- 
justice in  denying  it. » If,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient tu  assist  these  eompaniea,  it  will  be  much  better  to 
do  it  by  a  direct  donation  from  yoar  Treasury,  by  sub- 
scription lo  the  stock  ;  and  tlte  Government  will  have  the 
benefit  of  any  profit  that  may  accrue  from  dividends,  be- 
aidei  favoiinjf  our  own  countrymen,  by  maUne  it  neces- 
sary t«  obtain  the  materials  at  home  instead  of  in  Europe. 
Bejfin,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  system  of  granting  spetnal  pri- 
vileges to  these  conpaniu,  and  you  cannot  foresee  the 
end  and  consequences  of  it.  Application  after  applica- 
tion will  be  made  to  Cojigress  for  »milar  favors.  This 
bill  will  be  referred  to  as  a  precedent,  and  you  may  as 
well  repeal  your  revenue  laws  at  once,  and  withdraw 
all  protection  from  our  own  domestic  industiy  and  nlk- 
nufiictiirea,  as  to  go  on  and  aboN^  partially  and  in  de- 
tail. 

Mr.  B.  said,  when  ihi*  bill  was  first  introduced,  con- 
sidering that,  sir,  our  State  had  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  rail  roads,  and  that  works  of  this  kind  would  benefit 
tite  nation  at  l»rge,  he  had  thought  favorably  of  it.  But 
a  little  reflection  had  convinced  him  of  the  impolicy  of 
the  measure  asked  for,  and  he  had  determined  to  oppose 
it.  Mr.  B.  conduded,  by  trusting  that  tlie  Senate  would 
negative  the  biH. 

Mr.CHAMBERS  briefly  replied  to  the  remarlcsof  Ur. 
BARNARD.  He  considered  that  the  manufiicturers  had 
no  concern  in  the  bill,  as  it  was  out  of  their  power  to 
supply  the  article.  The  question  was,  in  his  opinion, 
whether  the  UntUd  States  would  generously  release  the 
company  from  the  duties,  in  order  that  this  experiment, 
uf  great  importance  to  the  country,  might  be  made  as 
advantageously  as  poswhle. 

Mr.  IHCKGRSON  replied  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
HAYNE. 

Mr.  TYLER  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  If  the  advo- 
cates of  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  had  hithcKo 
acted  upon  a  correct  principle,  and  desired  to  enable  tiie 
indiutiy  of  our  own  citizens  to  supply  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  they  ought  to  support  this  measure,  as 
any  plan  wbicli  should  fuilitate  the  construction  of  this 
work  would  have  a  tendency  to  open  the  resources  of 

.  the  country  to  a  vast  extent,  as  the  rail-road  would  pass 
through  one  ol  the  richest  mincml  regions  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  and  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  manufacture  of 
iron  beyond  conception,  and  as  it  would  enable  the  ma- 
nufacturer lo  cany  it  to  market  at  a  trifling  expense. 

Mr.  MoLANE  aid,  he  did  not  rise  with  a  view  to  enter 
into  any  discusnon  en  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  but 
simply  to  reply  to  some  objections  which  had  been  urged 
by  the  opponents  of  the  measure.  He  bad  no  idea  that 
the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be  to  diihinish  the  reve- 
nue, as  there  was  no  guard  in  the  drawback  system  which 
was  not  embraced  in  the  ttubject  before  theiB.  Mr.  McL. 
went  into  an  exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  iron  used  in  the 

'  country,  the  number  of  tons  produced  by  oar  own  manu- 
facturc^  and  the  number  annually  imported,  shewing 
how  far  the  native  production  fell  sliort  of  the  abtohlte 
wants. 

He  did  not  think  it  possible  to  lay  such  a  protecting 
duty  on  the  iron  manufacture  of  this  country,  aa  would 
bring  the  produce  to  the  demand,  unless  he  went  further 
than  he  was  disposed  to  go,  or  the  Senate  would  sanction, 
licntlemen  seera  to  go  on  the  supposition  that  if  we  re- 
fuse to  adopt  this  measure  the  rail-road  company  will  be 
obliged  to  purchase  the  Iron  necessary  for  this  work  from 
mir  own  manufactures.  But  such,  said  Mr.  HcL.,  will 
not  he  the  fact.  Compel  it  to  pay  this  duty,  which  it 
asks  to  be  relieved  from,  it  must  necessarily  seek  for  iron 
abroad,  because  it  cannot  be  bad  here,  and  then  the  com- 


pany will  remunerate  itself  by  an  increase  of  tolls,  so  thnt 

Smtlemen  must  »t  once  see  the  burden  will  ultimately 
n  on  the  natinn,  aifd  be  paid  from  the  pocket  of  the 
ftrmar,  mechanic,  and  manuftcturer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marybnd,  rose  simply  to  make  a  brief 
reply  to  the  (diservationa  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BiRaASD.]  He  had  been  told,  ssid  Mr. 
S. ,  tliat  it  will  take  three  years  to  make  this  rail  road,  and 
in  that  time  iron  would  be  supplied  from  our  own  manu- 
fiictories.  He  could  tell  gentlemen,  if  we  had  ta  depend 
on  our  own  manufactories  for  (hat  article,  they  would 
have  to  wait  twenty  years  before  they  could  accompliidk 
it.  The  intelligent  men  at  Uie  head  Mtbe  rul-road  con- 
pany  knew  the  value  of  interest  too  well  to  wait  for  our 
own  manufeetorieB,  and  would  inmiediately  proceed  to 
import. 

Mr.  S.  sai  1,  the  bill  before  them  better  provided  againit 
fraud  upon  the  revenue  than  any  drawback  bin  he 
ever  knew.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  thai  PennsylTA- 
nia  is  a  great  iron  country.  True  it  is,  sir,  but  yet  alie 
does  not  stipply  as  much  as  is  imported  into  the  United 
States  annually. 

The  quantity  furnished  by  her  is  twenty-one  thousand 
tons.  The  gentleman  has  assumed  what  is  not  warranted 
by  the  facts  before  us — 'tis,  that  Pennsylvania  can  increase 
the  quantity  adequate  to  our  wants.  If  such  be  the  fact, 
Mr.  President,  why  has  she  not  done  so  ?  Surely  there 
has  been  an  ample  demand  for  it. 

Mr,  Svrru  here  dwelt  with  peculiar  energy  on  the  ad- 
vantages likely  to  be  derived  fit>m  the  contemplxted  work 
(o  ttie  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  the  States  in  common, 
and  he  brought  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  (be  towns  of 
Manchester,  Shefliteld  Birmingham,  wh'ch  from  small 
villages  had  increased  in  a  few  yeara  to  be  large  towns, 
and  chiefly,  he  believed,  in  consequence  of  the  halitiea 
aflbrded  them  in  the  (lansportation  of  heavy  atticlea. 

Mr.  DIOKERSON.— The  honorable  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland  [Mr.  Smith]  informs  us  that  this  bill  cannot  injure 
the  iron  masters  ip  this  country,  because  whether  it  passes 
or  not  the  iron  for  (his  company  will  be  imported.  It  is 
not  conceived  that  the  iron  masters  will  be  injured  by 
this  bill ;  but  if  it  were  so,  the  revenne  will  be  injured,  as 
the  amount  of  duties  upon  the  imported  iron  will  un- 
doubtedly  come  into  the  Treasury  if  we  do  not  pass  this 
bill,  and  as  certainly  lost  to  it  if  we  do.  The  gentleman 
says,  that  even  if  from  the  immense  abundance  of  the  ma- 
terial for  making  iron  in  this  country,  we  have  not  the 
means  of  rolling  it )  that  a  rolling  mill  will  cost  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  the  gentleman  had 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  subject,  he  wouki  know 
that  the  rolling  of  the  iron  is  the  least  diOictd^  in  the 
case — that  one  rolling  mill  requiring  one  hundred  tiioa- 
sand  dollars  Capital,  could  roll  all  the  iron  that  could  be 
made  in  as  many  forges  and  furnaces  as  would  require  a 
capital  of  a  nrillion  of  dollars. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  McLahk]  thinks  that 
the  iron  cannot  be  produced  in  this  oountry*  which  he 
says  is  evident  from  (his  fiu:t,  that  we  do  not  produce 
enough  for  the  consumption  of  the  eountiy,  netwrtbstand- 
ing  the  high  duty  laid  in  1824  upon  this  article.  Tlie 
fkct  is  that  this  country  could  in  a  few  years  produce 
twice  as  much  as  is  wanted  for  our  own  coi»umptiun.  It 
would  be  increased  rapidly  if  demanded  {  but  so  fur  from 
that,  it  is  crowded  out  of  the  market  by  foreign  iron,  not- 
withstanding (he  duties  upon  iron,  the  price  is  as  low  as 
it  was  ten  years  ago.  Thc-re  is  no  inducements  to  erect 
new  iron  vork^  but  the  old  works  have  been  repured, 
and  the  mamifiicture  of  iron  lias  been  iiiereasinp,  although 
sitiwly,  for  (he  last  lour  years.  If  the  duty  on  iron  sboirid 
be  repeated,  our  market  would  be  supplied  almost  ex- 
clusively by  foreign  iron.  It  woukl  not  loHow  from  that, 
however,  that  the  countty  has  not  the  capadty  of  pro- 
.  ducutg  iron. 
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i2."*  gentleman  informs  iis  that  tlie  bill  is  guarded 
Witt!  sufficient  caution  to  protect  the  revenue  i  and  lhat 
if  liie  irou  shoukt  be  uld  in  the  country  for  consumption, 
It  vtnld  not  afiect  tbe  revenue— inasmuch  as  our  iron 
masters  do  not  produce  the  article,  at  least  in  sufficient 
quantities  (ot  the  country.  But  if  that  is  the  case,  this  iron 
so  sold  would  take  the  place  of  so  much  that  would  other- 
wise be  impurted  and  pay  a  duty  to  the  Treasury.  Frauds 
may  be  committed  by  such  sales  to  an  enormous  amount, 
d  ve  remit  tbe  duties,  except  upon  iron  absolutely  laid 
and  used  in  the  constructing  of  the  rail-road.  Tlie  gen- 
tleman also  thinks  that,  it  by  thia  bill  we  relinquish  to 
this  company  a  la^  sum  which  would  be  received  as 
duties  upon  their  iron,  we  can  well  afford  it,  as  our  Trea- 
sury is  fuH,  and  the  object  to  be  eflecled  is  important. 
The  object  will  be  effected  without  our  aid;  and  a  full  Trea- 
sury affords  no  reason  for  making  donatioiii^  espedally  as 
we  have  yet  a  national  debt  to  pay. 

The  geiiileman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  HiTira]  has 
shown  to  us  by  a  great  variety  of  facts  and  argumenU 
tlie  immense  advantages  which  rail-roads  possess  over 
canals,  and  the  small  expense  at  which  they  can  be  made 
when  comparwl  with  canals,  but  all  that  goes  to  show 
thai  it  U  unnecessary  to  give  the  aid  to  this  company  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  If  the  company  were  to  make  a  free 
road,  or  to  ^t»e  any  advantajre  to  the  public  in  conse- 
quence of  this  aid,  it  would  alter  the  case  (  hut  this  is  not 
proposed,  and  will  not  be  done.  The  privileges  granted 
to  this  compnny  already,  have  made  their  stock  more  va- 
luable tlun  any  in  the  United  States,  lly  this  bill  we 
still  make  it  more  so,  under  the  idea  that  we  are  giving 
ud  to  the  making  of  the  rail-road,  when  in  fact  we  are 
doing  no  more  than  enriching  tbe  present  stockholders, 
who  may  sell  out  at  a  great  advance  to  those  who  will 
finish  the  work,  without  the  least  benefit  from  the  aid 
given  by  this  oitl. 

As  yet  we  have  not  heard  one  word  as  to  the  kind  of 
machinery  that  it  is  intended  to  import  t  whether  of  iron 
or  of  worn!  j,  whether  to  be  driven  by  the  force  of  steam 
or  of  man,  or  of  horse  \  whether  cranes,  wheels,  pulleys 
or  caiislans  ;  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  the 
bill  without  iiifbrmatioii  on  this  important  item. 

The  question  being  put  on  engrossing  the  bill'— 

Mr.  MARKS  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  DICKIilllSON,  who  said 
there  was  a  very  imporunt  bill  which  had  come  from  the 
other  House  this  morning,  and  lie  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table,  that  tlie  bill  to  which  he  alluded 
might  be  read.  Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  lay  the  biU  under 
consideration  oii  the  table  ;  which  was  agreed  to — 20  to 
17. 

THE  TARIFF  DILL, 
The  bill  imposing  duties  on  imports  was  read  ;  and,  on 
the  question  of  reading  a  second  time,  a  diviuon  took 
place — and  36  being  in  favor,  it  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

TatrasDAT,  Apbii,  34, 1828. 
THE  TAUIFF  BTIX. 

The  bill  to  levy  duties  on  imports  was  reail  a  second 
time,  and  Mr.  UlCKBIlSOV  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Hr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Manufactures. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
A  resolution  of  the  other  House  in  relation  to  the  ad- 
journment, having  been  read  and  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
question  of  appointing  a  committee, 

Mr.  HcKINLBY  moved  te  postpone  the  appointment 
until  Monday. 
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Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  mutioit. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  he  disliked  the  resolution,  coming, 
as  it  did.  on  the  very  heeU  of  the  Tariff.  He  thought 
the  conclusion  of  the  public  would  be,  that  the  Senate 
intended  to  stifle  the  American  Systefti.  He  wished 
that  the  resolution  might  Jay  on  the  ubie,  and  allow  the 
Chairman  of  the  Mami&cturiiig  Committee  to  bring  out 
his  budget,  and  weigh  the  sectional  question,  and,  if 
possible,  do  justice  to  all.  He  moved  that  it  lay  on  the 
table,  and  let  each  man  marcli  tip  to  the  investigation  of 
the  subject-  He  did  not  wish  to  hurt  the  interests  of 
the  South  or  the  North,  but  to  deal  fairly  by  all.  If  the 
Senate  now  displayed  a  desire  to  go  home,  when  such  a 
measure  came  before  them,  the  People  would  mark  it 
with  reprobattmi. 

Mr.  McKINLEYsaid  his  objection  <,vas,  that  the  reso- 
lution not  only  related  to  the  adjournment,  but  to  a  se- 
lection of  the  buwness;  and,  on  this  point,  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  act  precipitately.  The  business  of  the 
other  House  had  been  interrupted  by  the  discussion  of 
tbe  Tariff,  and  it  would  also  be  obstructed  here  by  the 
same  subject.  He  thought  the  matter  of  selecting  busi- 
ness ought  to  be  delayed.  He  moved  to  reconuder  the 
vote  on  Sf^eeing  to  the  resolution 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  ftaid,  that,  when  committees 
had  been  formeriy  appointed  to  fix  upon  the  business  to 
be  acted  upon,  their  recommendations  had  not  been  re- 
ganled.  Each  House  had  taken  up  the  business  as  it 
thought  fit.  From  this  experience  he  was  convinced 
that  a  selection  of  subjects  by  a  committee  would  be  of 
no  benefit.  The  Senate  was  placed  in  a  peculiar  situa- 
tion this  year.  I'hey  had  completed  nearly  all  their 
buwnes%  and  had  nothing  left  but  to  act  upon  sub^ecta 
which  would  come  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
1'hey  had  done  but  little  as  ^t,  and  much  was  before  ' 
them,  which  would  require  at  least  a  month.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  select  those  subjects  which  would  be  best 
entitled  to  be  acted  on.  As  to  the  Tariff  Bill,  he  should 
be  willing  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  it.  lie  should 
think  thid  tliirty  days  would  suffice  for  its  discusnon. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  thought  it  better  to  delay 
acting  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KING  sai<l,  that,  liitherto,  all  business  had  been 
smothered  in  the  other  House  by  rhe  Tariff  Bill.  On 
former  occasions,  when  committees  had  fixed  upon  the 
business  to  be  acted  upon,  iiiatead  of  taking  up  those 
matters  which  had  been  matured  in  one  House,  th»r 
fixed  upon  new  vibjects,  and,  in  conrequcnce,  bills 
which  had  already  beeii  acted  upon  by  one  body,  were 
neglected.  He  himself  had  suffered  from  this  course, 
last  year,  from  the  rejection,  by  the  committee,  of  bills' 
that  had  already  passed  the  Senate.  A  great  mass  of 
business  had  been  sent  this  session  to  the  House,  and  he 
wished  to  see  what  course  they  tool^  befWe  this  reso- 
lution was  concurred  in,  and,  therefore,  was  desirous  that 
it  might  be  delayed, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  said,  that,  by  a  reference  to 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1824,  he 
found  that  the  Tariff  of  tliat  year  came  into  the  Senate 
on  tbe  19th  of  April,  and  on  the  2l8t,  a  resolution  pass- 
ed, ftxmg  the  adjournment  on  the  20lh  May.  This  re- 
solution was  not  a  decision  to  adjourn  t  but  a  prepara- 
tory step  towartU  it.  When  he  had  offered  a  resolution 
on  a  fonner  day,  in  relation  to  the  same  object,  he  had 
been  mtt  by  a  remonstrance  against  agitating  any 
such  proposition,  until  the  House  first  made  it ;  and 
that  the  Senate  ought  to  wait  and  see  what  disposition 
the  House  made  of  the  Tarifft  and  now  he  was  told, 
that  they  must  wait  and  see  how  the  House  got  along 
with  the  other  business.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no 
deky  in  decidiiw  upon  this  resolution.  He  would  add 
one  word  in  reUtion  to  the  Tariff.  Hepresumed  it  would 
be  fully  discusMd  in  the  Setiate,  and  that  vanous  pro- 
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posttionB  would  be  made  to  modify  iX ;  biit  lie  should 
vote  •ff»in«t  it  irUalioulil  have  been  muteriuBy  moelined. 

Mr.  WEBSTEn  said,  that  sufficient  for  the  day  wm 
the  evil  thereof;  and  he  should,  therefore,  now  confine 
hirtiself  to  the  re«olulion  itself.    He  was  in  favor  of  the 

Sart  of  the  reioluiion  which  proyided  for  a  cniicert  of 
le  two  HoubM^  as  to  adjourning.  Bat  he  should  moTe 
to  »ntend,  so  M  to  strike  out  that  portion  which  related 
to  th6  arrangement  of  the  business ;  because  experi- 
ence  had  demonstrated  its  inexpediency.  Each  House, 
hi  regard  to  the  business,  would  act  for  itself  on  ihe  sub- 
ject  oefore  it.  And  he  was  aguinat  mixing  the  btr«nesff 
of  the  two  Houses.  It  Rp|>eftrcd  to  him  to  be  a  very 
strange  proposition  to  appoint  a  Joint  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  business  necepsary  to  be  acted  iTpoit.  Tlje 
Senate  sent  a  lan^e  number  of  bills  to  tfie  Hnuse,  and 
cotild  not  judge  which  of  them  they  would  be  disposed 
to  act  upon.  They  Iiave  sent  butme«3  to  the  Senate 
which  has  not  yet  been  decided.  And  [ssid  Mr.  W.] 
^all  we  take  upou  ourselves  to  sav  tu  (lie  House  what 
bills  they  shall  pass,  and  what  rrject  >  Or  shall  we  au- 
thorize them  to  dictate  to  the  Senate  what  busineaa  we 
fhall  act  upon  f  Sir,  I  am  against  it — wliolly  and  de<rfd- 
edly  against  it.  t  think  we  should  neither  take  advice 
nor  give  it,  as  to  what  business  shall  be  acted  'jpon.  If 
we  approve  of  bills,  we  shall  pass  them— if  they  approve 
of  them,  they  will  pass  them.  He  coulJ  imagine  all  the 
inconvenience  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Alaba- 
ma. If  (he  examination  were  submitted  to  a  committee* 
a  contest  would  arise  as  to  whose  bill  should  come  on, 
and  whose  bill  come  off*.  He  should  vote  for  the  recon- 
sideration,  and  should  that  motion  prevail,  he  would  move 
to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part 
which'  relate*  to  the  selection  of  btisisess.  He  saw  no 
way  in  whteh  the  two  Houses  could  agree  upon  this 

Cnt.    The  Senate  doubtless  thought  all  the  bills  they 
1  passed  worthy  of  being  acted  upon ;  and  the  House 
probably  thought  the  same  of  theirs. 

Mr.  BRANCH  spoke  in  opposition  to  recr.nsldering. 
Mr.  BENTON  «aid  he  had  simitar  objections  to  the 
resolution  as  those  expressed  by  ihe  Senator  from  Mas- 
■aehouttts.  Me  therefore  hoped  the  niotion  to  recon- 
aider  would  prevail ;  and  that  it  then  might  be  put  be- 
fore the  two  Houses  in  its  prnper  form.  They  could  ad- 
journ at  any  time.  But  a  committee  of  the  kind  propos- 
ed, were  not  the  best  judges  of  what  business  ought  to 
be  done.  Each  House  could  better  decide  on  the  sub- 
jects as  they  came  up.  The  opinion  of  a  few  tndividu. 
ab,  at  the  CKPse  of  the  session,  who  would  prcd)ab1y  judge 
.  firom  their  own  feelings,  could  not  well  be  relied  on  tu 
settle  this  question.  Mr.  B.  then  moved  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution,  in  which  the  portion  relative  to  a  choice 
of  business  was  omitted. 

Ke.  WEBSTEU  said  that  it  appeared  (o  him  to  be  a 
novel  question,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  was  the  prac- 
tice to  concur  in  a  resolution  of  the  other  House*  which 
was  not  a  joint  resolution. 

The  (;hAIR  said  that  it  was  a  question  of  practice 
altogether,  whether  the   Senate  cnutd  reconsider,  or 
whether  it  was  the  practice  of  concurring  in  a  resolution 
the  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  it  seemed  <jueBtionable 
whether  the  Senate  could  amend  a  resolution  passed  by 
a  role  merely  of  the  other  House.  He  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  there  could  not  be  a  question  as  to 
the  matter.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
amend  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Itepresentatives. 

Mr.  KING  asked  the  nature  of  the  difficulty,  and 
whether  the  vote  could  be  reconsidered  * 

Tb«  CHAIR  atated  that  there  was  no  need  of  lecon* 
■derin^;  because  the  concurrence  would  liave  been  by 
appointing  a  commiltt-e. 


Mr.  KING  asked  whether  the  reconridentlon  was  un- 
necessary because  the  concurrence" was  improper? 
The  CHAIR  aaid  it  was  so. 

Mr.  BRANCH  inquired  whether  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  intended  to  del^  the  reaolution,  or  to  ob- 
tain information .' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  to  examine  the  record, 
and  act  upon  the  rnolfltion  according  to  lomer  prac- 
tice. 

Th9  rMolution  was  then  ndered  to  Be  on  the  Ubie. 
BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 

Mp.  SMITH,  of  Mafyland,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
authorizing  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Rbad  Company 
to  import  irOn  and  machinery. 

Mr.  DICKEHSON  said  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
take  it  up.  It  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he  con- 
sidered it  should  not  be  hurried  through.  He  wished 
some  further  time  to  examine  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  wished  there  should  be  more  time 

given  for  eonwderation  before  he  was  called  on  to  pive 
is  vote.  There  was  a  bill  lying  on  the  table  a  long  time, 
which  was  taken  out  of  hs  regular  course  ;  it  ought  in 
justice  to  hqve  the  preference. 

Mr.  HAYNB  said  he  was  averse  to  the  principle  of 
taking  up  a  subject,  and  then  dropping  it  suddenly.  If 
the  bill  should  be  postponed  until  next  week,  then  the 
whole  discussion  mast  be  commenced  die  novo.  He  hop- 
ed, for  economy's  sake,  at  tiiis  period  of  the  aesrion,  the 
Senate  would  resume  its  consideration. 

Mr.  SILSBBB  offered  the  following  amendment,  which 
he  prefaced  by  some  observations : 

To  add  the  following  at  the  end  of  the  last  section  : 
*•  And  shall  give  bond  for  the  amount  of  duties  in  the 
usual  nunner,  subject  to  the  condition,  (to  be  expressed 
in  the  bond,)  that,  on  satisfactory  proof  being  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  such  iron  has  been 
used  in  the  construction  of  such  nn-roads,  such  bond 
shall  thereon  be  cancelled." 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MARKS  said  he  did  not  rise  so  much  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  opposing  the  bill,  as  to  explain  the  motives  which 
would  induce .  his  vote.  There  was  no  certainty  that  the 
intended  rail  road  would  extend  to  Pittsburg  :  it  would 
go  entirely  south  to  Pennsylvania.  He  \(ould  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  oppose  a  measure  imparting  so  much 
general  benefit.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  last 
session,  directed  a  committee  to  make  a  rail-road,  extend- 
ing about  ninety  miles,  from  Phihidelphia.  Members  are 
generally  influenced  by  die  votes  of  their  constituents  : 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  what  is  uaeful  and  necessary. 
They  are  composed  the  manu Actoring  and  agricultural 
portion  ofthe  community,  and  we  should  be  entirely  go- 
verned by  their  opinions.  He  had  no  doubt  but  Penn- 
sylvania is  as  much  entitled  as  Maiyland  or  Ohio  to  the 
advantagesof  the  privilege  to  make  rail-roads.  Although 
the  roa&  are  not  at  present  so  great  in  extent,  yet  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  obliged  shortly  to  make  rail-roada  as  ex- 
tensive as  Baltimore  or  Ohio.  Several  rail-road^  were 
authorized  to  be  made  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  every 
where  springing  up.  The  capacity  of  the  country  foe 
producing  iron  was  cnhimenaurate  with  this  increasing 
demand  for  it,  Pennsylvania  protluced  iron  enough  now 
for  its  own  consumption,  leaving  a  large  surplus  for  the 
use  of  other  States.  If  we  remitted  the  duties  on  the 
iron  and  machinery  imported  fbr  the  use  of  this  eiMnpany, 
weshould.of  course,be  obliged  to  do  the  same  for  all  other 
companies,  to  the  manifest  disadvantage  of  tiie  domestic 
production  of  iron.  The  corporation  for  whose  benefit  the 
remission  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was  rich.  They  ex- 
pected to  profit  latgely  by  the  enterprise,  or  th«y  would 
not  have  invested  their  money  in  it.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  had  chosen  to  animadvert  on  die  course  which 
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Feniwjrlrania  lias  Uken  in  regard  to  the  Taetropolis  of 
Marjrland.  During  the  time  th«t  he  waa  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennaylvania.  no  hostility  was  diacoTeted 
towaRls  Baltimore.  A  rail  road  had  been  authorized  from 
Vork  Haven  to  Baltimore.  Tliis  did  not  iiidicate  hostility, 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  explained.  He  perceived 
yesterday,  he  aaid,  from  the  looks  o(  the  Senator,  he  was 
mistaken  by  him.  There  were  obatructiona  iu  the  river 
Suaquehaimah,  which  rendered  its  ascent  or  descent  difli 
culL  The  Legislature  of  Maiyland  voted  a  sum  fiir  tbe 
improvement  of  the  navigatlan  of  the  river,  but  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  would  not  permit  tl  to  be  applied. 

Mr.  MARKS  resumed,  lliis  wa^  no  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  jealotwy,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
the  prosperity  of  Ballimore.  He  well  recollected  the 
case  to  which  tlie  gentleman  alluded.  Tbe  offer  of  tlie 
State  of  Maiyland  was  refiued  because  the  SUte  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  not  consulted,  and  because  it  was  thought 
a  violation  of  her  riglits  to  have  improvements  made  in 
her  limits  without  her  consent.  But,  subsequently,  the 
two  States  had  an  understanding  on  the  subject.  Mary- 
land gave  $  40,000  towards  the  improvement  of  the  nk- 
vigatton  of  the  Susquehannab,  and  Pennsylvania  gAve 
$  SOjOOO.  Certainly  this  was  no  evidence  on  our  part  of 
a  dispoution  unfrienidly  to  Baltimore.  Many  of  our  prin- 
cipal turnpikes,  too,  terminate  on  the  Maryland  Itoe. 
Tliiswas  no  evidence  of  the  hostility  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman accused  us.  This  much  he  tiad  Uinught  it  neces- 
sary to  say,  to  obviate  the  impression  which  Uic  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  might  have  produced.  I  have 
been  anxious  to  remove  tbst  impression,  because  1  know 
it  is  unfounded.  I  do  know  that  our  people  are  friendly 
to  the  State  and  the  metropolis  of  Maryland,  and  would 
rattier  promote  than  retard  that  prosperity. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  witli  some  further  remarks  on  the 
impolicy  of  the  proposed  measure. 

klr.  HARRISON  rose  not  to  make  a  speech  t  for  lie 
sud  there  was  at  this  period  of  the  session  no  time  for 
speecli  making^ — but  to  say  two  words  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
The  internal  iraprovement  of  tlie  coiiotty,  and  its  agri- 
cultural improvement,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 
proposed  rail-road.  It  was  not  bis  wish  to  throw  into  (be 
liaiids  of  the  company  any  facility  for  the  execution  of 
this  work  which  the  general  interests  of  the  nation  did 
not  require. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was,  h«  said,  as  fully  persuaded  of  the 
utility  and  importance  of  nd^roadl  as  vu  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  The  measure  proposed  would  introduce  a 
new  principle,  a  new  and  mischievous  system  into  our  po- 
licy t  *  distinction  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of  the 
Government  between  one  and  another  cbss  of  men.  Such 
distinctions,  however  meritorious  (lie  &vored  party  might 
be,  w«re  fraught  with  evil  t»  free  institutions. 

Whether  we  exonerated  the  company-  or  not  from  the 
duty,  the  tolls  wluch  they  would  charge  on  the  country 
would  be  the  same.  The  great  a^uinent  used  by  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  wiyi  that  we  liave  not  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  iron  for  our  own  consumption.  The 
amount  of  iron  used  in  the  country  is  97,000tons,8ay 100.000; 
of  this  quantity  30,000  tons  are  imported  from  inroad. 
We  have  ourselves  inexhaustible  quantities  of  iron  ore. 
In  the  single  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  there  was  ore  enough, 
fuel  and  Ij^renou^.to  supply  the  whole  Union  with  iron, 
even  were  tbe  present  cnnsumption  increased  tenfold.  I 
therefore  contend  that  the  ground  iiasumed  is  not  tenable. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  the  ailment  here- 
tofore used  against  this  application,  to  wit,  Uiat  the  Go- 
vernment does  not  remit  the  duty  on  iron  used  for  its 
ships  of  war,  ia  of  ne  avail,  because  wb  use  for  those  pur- 
poses American  iron.  The  arguraeut  is  rendered  the 
stronger  by  that  circumstance ;  for  the  fiw;t  shows  our 
capacity  for  produdng  good  iron.  I  contend  tiiat  in  the 
pncfl  which  the  Government  pays  fat  this  American  uvd 


for  their  ships,  is  included  the  duty  on  imported  iron;  but 
it  was  not  thought  poVitic  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  Govcrnmeiit  and  individuals.  We  were,  by  this  bill* 
appropriating  money,  not  fur  specific  objects,  but  to  ra3 
road  companies  of  indefinite  number.  If  this  company  had 
objects  in  view  greatly  beneficial  to  llie  nation,  other 
companies  miglitTinve  objects  of  little  or  no  public  bene- 
fit in  view.  A  road  of  a  mile  or  two  miles,  for  private 
purposes,  would  be  just  as  mucJi  entitled  to  the  bounty 
of  the  Government.  Here  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  roaktt 
further  remarks  on  the  observations  of  the  Senator  fiom 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith.] 

Mr.  OICKERSON  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
not  heard.  The  amendment,  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr  SMITH,  of  Uarjland,  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  agreed  ta 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  lie  wished  to 
ascertain  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  remitted  ^  By  hift  own  calculations  they 
would  amiiuiit  lo  i  450,000.  Why  should  such  duties  be 
remitted  to  compani<'S  ratlier  than  to  the  United  States/ 
What  was  the  situation  of  the  stock  f  It  was  sold  at  & 
great  advance  on  llie  scrip,  when  sold  at  all.  Most  of  it 
was  kept  up,  aTid  withdrawn  from  market.  He  would 
like  to  have  some  reason  for  Uie  donation. 

Ml--  SMITH,  of  MaryUnd,  said  that  the  amount  of  the 
sum  remitted  would  not  exceed  i>  180,000. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  asked  whetlier  this  company  was 
more  meritorious  than  other  companies  ^  Ana  whether 
rail-road  companies  were  more  worthy  of  the  protection 
of  the  GoTcriiment  than  oUter  companies?  Were  not 
ships  as  important  to  the  interests  of  the  country  as  rail- 
roads ?  Why  (lid  we  not  then  remit  the  duty  on  iron  and 
hemp  impmted  for  the  use  of  ships  }  Rail  roads  were 
about  to  5ecom«  numerous  In  this  country.  We  had  the 
capacity  to  furnish  the  iron.  The  passage  of  tlie  bill 
threw  Uie  whole  propei*ty  of  tlte  iron  manufacturer  into 
the  hands  of  British  iron  masters.  He  protested  agdnst 
the  policy  of  the  bill,  but  he  despaired  of  defi^ting  it. 
He  asked  the  ayes  and  noes  on  tlie  question. 

I'hc  call  being  sustainedi  tlie  ayes  and  noes  were  ot- 
dered. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Foot  and  Chakolsm, 
Mr.  MACON  asked  whether  tlie  remission  of  the  duty 
would  affect  the  toll  of  the  rail-roads  }  It  would  be 
strange  if  the  people,  with  the  encouragement  which  the 
duty  gave  them,  and  having  iron  ore  enough  for  the  whtJe 
world,  could  nut  prepare  iron  enough  for  home  consump- 
tion. He  recollected  that  before  the  duty  was  imposed 
the  iron  business  was  very  profitable.  If  the  people  were 
forced  to  get  tlieir  iron  here,  the  planting  interest  would 
be  greatly  benefitted.  By  planter^  he  meant  all  persons 
from  Maine  to  Florida  who  cultivated  their  own  lands 
with  their  own  labor.  He  disapproved  of  the  fiialuonable 
term  '*  farmers,"  as  applied  to  those  who  owned  the  s(h1 
which  they  cultivated.  This  bill  gave  a  gratuity  to  the 
richest  men  in  ths  country.  If  the  bill  did  not  lessen  the 
toll  of  the  raihroad,  ii  was  of  no  use  to  the  community. 
.Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  was,  he  said,  placed  in 
dilemma  by  this  bill.  He  was  forced  to  vote  i^nst  his 
doctrines  in  regard  to  internal  improvements,  or  to  vote 
for  the  protection  of  domestic  manu&ctures.  If  we  ^ 
not  remit  tlie  duty,  we  impos&l  on  tbe  company  tlte  ne- 
cessity of  waiting  till  iron  foiindaries  were  «st«>lished  t 
and  then  of  taking  the  iron  at  whatever  price  the  iron 
mailer  should  chouse  to  demand.  This  was  a  most  gross 
violation  of  jiistice.  There  were,  no  doubt,  gentleman 
whu  had  voted  for  grants  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
ars  to  national  roads  who  would  vote  against  this  appli- 
cation.  Pkced  in  Utw  dilemma,  the  safest  course  for  roe 
is,  1  think,  tu  vote  fur  the  biU. 
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[iLtML  35,  1838. 


Mr.  VAN  BUREN  spoke  in  reply  to  the  queition  of 
llie  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  The  Senator,  said  Mr. 
V.  B.t  aaka  whether  the  remiesion  of  the  duly  on  the  iron 
imported  will  produce  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the 
toll  charged  by  the  company  I  The  company,  he  replied, 
were  entitled  by  their  charter  to  cbmrge  a  certain  sum  as 
a  toll.  _  There  waa  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would 
lessen  it.  Their  object  waa  profit.  It  would  liardly  be 
expected  of  prii'ate  individuals  to  become  more  careful 
of  the  interests  of  others  ihan  their  own  ;  and  corpora, 
lions,  baring  no  souls,  could  not  be  expected  to  be  more 
liberal.  The  alock  of  Uits  rail-road  company  waa  good 
Btocki  and  it  waa  owned  by  our  rieheat  capitaJists.  It  was 
now  worth  sixteen  for  one.  Private  interest  was  the  only 
motive  which  actuated  men  in  undertaking  these  enter- 
prises. They  looked  to  the  amount  of  the  dividends 
they  were  to  receive  from  the  investment  or,  in  some 
instance^  to  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  their  lands. 
He  would  rencat,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, that  the  remiaoion  of  the  duty  would  not  letten  the 
tolls. 

Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Vaw  Burktt.— 
There  waa  a  universal  law  of  nature  which  applied  to  this 
case.  Competition,  or  other  causes,  would  bring  down 
the  tolls  of  tliis  rail  road  to  a  reasonable  profit.  The  rail- 
roads  would  consume  an  additional  quantiw  (rf  iron  to  the 
extent  of  SO.OOo  tons  yearly.  If  the  du^  were  not  re- 
mitted, the  price  of  every  article  made  from  iron  in  the 
country  would  be  greatly  incressed.  The  introduction 
of  this  manufiicture  wwild  employ  300,000  hands  j  where- 
as the  iron' masters,  if  tliey  fiimished  the  iron,  would  em- 
ploy but  30,000  hands.  The  manufacture  of  the  iron 
wanted  for  rail  roads  required  particular  nicety  and  akill. 
Tlie  reaaon  why  it  could  not  be  supplied  by  our  iron 
masters,  was,  that  they  could  not  furnish  iron  prepared 
in  the  proper  manner.  The  introduction  of  ihis  princi- 
I>]e  into  our  legislation  w»s  not  new.  We  had  made  a 
aimilar  remission  of  duties  on  books  imported,  on  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  and  on  articles  employed  in  manu- 
factures, to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
company  had  advertised  for  a  aupply  of  tbe  iron  wl.ich 
they  wanted,  and  but  two  rffcrs  were  made,  and  those  of 
very  small  <^uantities.  It  was  considered  that  the  iron  could 
not  beturniriied  in  this  country.  The  iron  masters  in 
Pennsylvania  could  not  answer  the  order*  which  they  al- 
ready had.  The  rail  reads  were  tlie  moat  important  tm- 
VPovement,  excepting  that  of  steam»  which  had  been  in- 
troduced  m  modern  limes.  Whether  this  work  should 
be  undertaken  by  individuals,  burdened  by  the  lawa  of 
the  country,  was  the  question  presented  by  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  VAN  BUREN 
in  reply  to  Mr.  HAYNE,  the  question  was  taken  on  or- 
deriny  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  af. 
firmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  bin  making  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
menu  was  returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ■ 
that  House  having  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the' 
Senate,  limiting  the  appropriations  for  surveys  to  such 
surveya  aa  are  abeady  in  pt^st.  ' 

Tlie  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

PaiDAT,  A>«ii.25,  1828. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky..  submitted  a  resolution  ppo- 
u  •Ppt'int  a  committee,  to  join  that  on  the  part 

whrjii  i*.r?o"t%7;e??o."^''**'°"  ' 

The  CHAIR  staled  that,  having  directed  the  SecK- 
taiy  to  cxamme  the  records,  as  lo  the  prwjtice  in  rela- 
tion to  rtauhiUons  of  the  other  House,  ^Lu-  to  that  hid 


on  the  table  yesterday,  the  CHAIR  entertained  no  doubt 
that  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  such  resolutions, 
by  vote,  was  not  sustained  by  former  practice.  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  would  be  the  proper  act  of 
concurrence, 

SURVIVORS  OP  THE  REVOLUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  bill  provMing 
for  certain  Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution  was  ta- 
ken up.  The  following  substitute  for  the  original  bill, 
reported  by  the  committee  on  the  subject,  being  before 
the  Senate: 

Strike  out,  after  the  enacting  clauae,  and  insert  : 

"  Section  1,  That  each  of  the  surviving  officers  of  tbe 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  continental  line,  who 
was  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolve  of  October  3l9t, 
1780.  be  authorized  to  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  oif 

his  fuH  pay  in  said  line,  to  begin  on  llie  day  of  , 

and  to  continue  during  his  natural  life. 

"  Section  3.  That,  whenever  any  of  said  officers  has 
received  money  of  the  United  Slates  aa  a  penMOner, 
since  the  day  of  aforesaid,  the  sum  io  receiv- 
ed shall  be  deducted  from  what  suid  officer  would  olher> 
wise  be  entitled  to  under  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and 
any  pension  to  which  said  officer  is  now  entitled,  shall 
cease  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

"Section  3.  That  every  surviving  soldier  in  said  army, 
and  non-commissioned  officer,  who  enlisted  therein  for 
and  during  the  war,  and  continued  in  the  service  until 
its  termination,  and  thereby  became  entitled  to  receive 
a  reward  of  f  80  under  the  resolve  of  Congress,  paased 
May  IS,  177E^  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  full  month- 
ly pay,  in  said  service,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  begin  on  the  

day  of  ,  and  to  continue  during  his  natural  life. 

"  Section  4.  That  the  pay  allowed  by  this  act,  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  be 
paid  to  the  officer  or  soldier  entitled  thereto,  or  to  their 
authorized  attorney,  at  such  places  and  days  as  said  Se- 
cretary may  direct',  and  that  no  ferei^i  ofllcer  shall  be 
entitled  to  said  pay,  nor  shall  mny  officer  or  soldier  re- 
ceive the  same,  until  he  furnish  to  saul  Secretatr  sati** 
factory  evidence  that  he  ia  entitled  to  the  same,  m  eon- 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  the  pay  al- 
lowed by  this  act  shall  not,  in  any  way.  be  transferable 
or  liable  to  attachment,  levy,  or  seizure,  by  any  legal 
process  whatever,  but  shall  enure  wholly  to  the  perso- 
nal benefit  of  the  officer  or  soldier  entitled  to  the  same 
by  this  act. 

*'  Section  5.  That  so  much  of  said  pay  as  aecrtied  by 

the  provisions  of  this  act  before  the  day  of  , 

shall  be  paid  to  the  officers  ami  soldiers  entitled  to  the 
same,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  in  the  manner,  and  under  tlie 
provisions,  before  mentioned:  and  the  pay  which  shall 
accrue  after  the  —  day  of  ,  shall  be  paid  semi- 
annually, in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  provi- 
sions." 

Several  amendments  to  the  substitute  propdsed  by  the 
committee,  were  then  proposed  t  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  filling  the  blank  with  the  "3d  March,  1826." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  suid,  that  when,  on 
a  former  occasion,  the  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate, 
it  had  expressed,  by  three  several  votes,  on  different 
sums  proposed,  its  disappmbation  of  the  fiirm  in  which 
the  bill  was  then  presented.  He  1m<1  understood,  at 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grant  llie  claim 
then  advanced,  they  would  retire  and  not  urge  their 
ciMin  again.  It  was,  however,  now  brought  forward, 
and  in  a  manner  whii.h  rendered  it  fiir  more  objectiona- 
ble than  formerly.  It  waa  an  accession  to  the  pension 
MjWem  of  the  country,  and  he  believed'thit  the  ammint 
or  money  which  it  would  cventtully  caU  for.  would  far 
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exceed  any  computation  that  the  committee  had  made. 
He  also  objected  that  some  of  the  ofRcen  were  men 
uf  wealth,  and  stated  that  he  knew  one  who  was  worth 

1 50,000. 

Mr.  BEKRIEN  considered  the  objections  of  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  South  Caruhna  applied  rather  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  friends  of  the  bilt.  than  to  the  claim  itselF. 
Mr.  B.  did  hot  recollect  that  any  pledge  was  given  that 
the  claim  should  not  be  fiirtlier  urged  ;  but  be  did  re- 
collect, that  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  declared 
that  the  officers  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  list.  He  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  be- 
tbre :  that  he  had  arrived  at  a  conviction  that  these  offi. 
o«ii  [had  an  equitable  clum  on  the  Guvemment ;  and 
hie,  thercTore,  was  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  any  plan, 
by  which  they  should  receive  it,  in  a  form  not  revoltnig 
to  their  feelings.  As  to  the  objections  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  these  officers  were  men 
of  wealth,  he  would  ask  if  tliat  was  a  good  reason  for 
not  graining  the  claim  ?  He  stated  that  some  of  tliem 
had  lai^  tortunes.  I  should  be  happy,  sud  Mr.  B.  to 
know  that  these  men  who  have  served  their  country  so 
ftithftilly,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blcssinf^s  of  com- 
petence. But  it  was  not  so  general  as  to  Ii;ive  any  effect 
on  the  large  mass  of  those  for  whom  this  bill  provided. 
In  reply  to  the  objection  that  this  bill  would  swell  the 
pension  list,  he  would  remark,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  for 
the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of  the  Government  was 
pledged,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  drscharged  was 
not  of  tiie  last  importance.  As  to  the  siipposluon  that 
the  amount  of  pension  would  exceed  the  calculations  of 
the  committee,  Mr.  B-  stated,  that  the  number  of  oflfi< 
cers  was  known,  and  the  apprehensions  ot  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  would  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  replied,  and  repeated 
his  opinion,  that  it  was  understood  that  the  bill  would 
not  again  be  pressed. 

'  Mr.  HAHRISON  said,  that  whatever  pledge  others 
might  have  given  that  they  would  not  farther  press  iliis 
claim,  he  did  nut  subscribe  to  any  such  pledge.  He  con- 
sidered  this  bill  as  treated  with  great  unfuirnes^i,  and  ob- 
jected to  in  a  spirit  which  looked  like  illiberality. 

Mr.  WOODBUKT  said  in  reply  to  the  objections  of- 
fered  by  Mr.  smitb,  of  South  Carolina,  that,  at  a  form- 
er period,  a  meeting  had  been  called  of  the  surviving  oF- 
cers  of  the  Hevolution,  at  Baltimore,  at  which  a  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  was  appointed,  to  correspond  with 
individuals  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  This  correspon- 
dence had  taken  place,  and,  from  the  data  obtained,  the 
number  of  those  officers  had  been  found  to  be  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty  five — tliis,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  number,  of  officers  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
afforded  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  number  cuuld  not 
essentially  vary  from  this  estimate,  'lliete  could  be  no 
la^je  error  in  this  computation.  As  to  any  pledge  hav- 
ing  been  given,  that  this  claim  should  not  be  tirgcd 
again,  alter  its  rejection,  in  the  form  originally  propos- 
ed, he  knew  nothing  that  could  be  so  construed,  with  the 
exception  of  a  remark  made  by  the  genlloman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Yat  Bubxv.]  He  had  sutcd^  tliat  they  would 
withdraw  their  memorial  if  the  only  grant  that  could  be 
obtained  was  the  insertion  of  their  names  on  the  penuon 
roll.  And,  as  slated  by  the  yentleman  from  Soulli  Caro- 
lina, on  the  other  side  of  tlie  House,  the  pride  of  these 
claimants  revolted  at  tlie  idea  of  being  phced  on  the  list 
ofpi-nsifjpers  as  mere  paupers,  when  they  considered 
that  thej^  had  a  claim  on  tlie  Government  under  a  pnnnise 
formerly  made  by  Congress.  Under  these  circumstauces, 
a  plan  had  been  projected,  on  a  further  meeting  of  the 
Committee— still  retaining  the  ground  of  the  righis  of 
these  memoriahatg,  by  which  they  might  be  spared  from 
the  degrading  necessity  of  taking  an  oath  of  tlieii-  poverty 
—an  act  which  would  have  wounded  their  feelings  tp 


useful  purpose;  and  the  Senate  could  not,  he  thought, 
refuse  this  slight  token  of  regard  to  the  honorable  pride 
oF  these  veterans.  The  present  arrangement  would  require 
a  sum  fur  less  than  Would  have  been  demanded  bad  these 
officers  been  placed  on  the  pcnuon  list  from  the  com- 
mencement. 

Mr.  SMITH,  oFMaiyhmd,  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Smith]  aeemed  to  fear  that 
frauds  would  be  committed  undtr  this  act;  and  that  un< 
worthy  objects  would  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But 
this  was  out  of  the  question,  as  no  individual  could*  be 
embraced  by  this  measure,  who*  had  not  been  on  the 
commutation  roll,  and  received  the  commutation.  These 
individuala  could  easily  be  ascertained,  so  tbat.tbere  was 
no  fear  of  the  fraudsthe  gentleman  seemed  toapprehend- 
[Mr.  SMITH,  of  Scuth  Carolina  said,  that  he  had  only 
supposed  that  other  persons  would  come  in.  He  did  not 
attribute  fraud  to  any  one. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryhind,  continued,  tt  amounted  to 
the  same  thing.  Nu  one  could  by  possibility  come  in,  but 
those  for  whom  the  provinons  of  the  hilt  were  intended* 
He  tliought  the  objection,  that  some  of  these  officers 
were  rif  h,  had  no  application  to  the  bill.  There  fnight 
be  one  or  two  instances  of  the  kind;  hut  what  had  they 
to  do  with  the  aggregate?  As  far  as  his  knowledge  ex- 
tended, it  was  nut  the  case.  In  Maryland  he  knew  that 
the  officers  of  the  Continental  line  needed  the  pension, 
in  tliat  Slate  the  Cincinnati  met  every  year,  and  at  those 
meetings  the  death  of  every  member  was  reported — this 
was  the  case  in  every  State  where  there  were  Cincinnati. 
So  that  the  numbers  of  the  survi\'on  could  easily  be  ascer- 
tained. Where  there  were  none  other  means  could  be 
used  to  obtain  the  information  required.  There  could 
not,  tlierefure,  be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  indi- 
viduals entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  had  stated 
before,  that  the  computation  of  those  who  liad  been  in 
the  army  three  years,  at  the  end  of  the  war.  had  .been 
correctly  made,  when  the  pension  list  was -first  agitated 
in  Congress.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  making  out  the 
list — but  the  compuution  was  destroyed  afterward^  by 
introducing  those  who  had  served  nine  months. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  inquired  if  those  who  received  the 
commutation  were  the  only  class  for  whom  this  bill  provid- 
ed. He  should  like  to  know  why  thi»e  who  served  tltree 
years,  should  be  preferred  to  those  who  served  nx 
years,,  and  retired  previous  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
f»rmer  lost,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  no 
more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  officers  for 
whom  this  bill  iirovided,  not  only  lost,  in  common  with 
■Al  ttie  otUt-r  nfhctrrs,  the  dtrprrciation  on  their  pay,  but 
they  also  lost  the  reciuction  un  their  half  pay.  It  was  so 
with  the  soldiers.  This  bill  applied  to  tnosd  only  wh<^ 
having  been  promised  a  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  lost  nut 
only  the  depreciation  upon  their  monthly  pay,  but  the  de- 
preciatiiiii  on  tliclr  bounty. 

Mr.  VAN  BUltEN  mnde  some  remarks,  on  rising, 
which  the  rv|>urler  could  nut  hear.  He  thought  there 
wuidd  be  ni)  end  to  llie  objections  which  this  bill  was 
doomed  tu  meet.  U  seemed  to  be  ar^ed  that  there  was 
an  improprieiy  in  pressing  this  claim  in  its  present  form. 
And,  on  this  head,  he  would  say  a  few  words.  'Iliese 
officers  funitd  tlieir  claim  upon  the  commutation  of  the 
half  pay  for  life  wliich  Congress  had  promised  them, 
'['here  arc  o'.htr  considerations,  which  it  is  not  now  He- 
cessary  to  urge.  He.  tlieii  detailed  the  circumstances  un- 
der wliich  the  memorial  of  the  uHicers  had  been  brou^t 
Ibrward,  but  in  a  tone  of  voice,  which  was  not  distinctly 
liearl  in  the  gallery.  On  propuung  to  the  officers  the 
acceptance  of  a  place  on  Ihu  pension  listf  they  said  that 
all  who  had  been  dr.ven  by  dire  ni.-ce&slty  to  that  resort, 
were  there  already.  The  present  plan  did  not  propose 
tu  give  wiwt  Ihey  or  their  fViends  considered  them  entitled 
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to;  but,  it  aflbnled  some  relief  to  their  necessities,  and 
was  an  approac'ji  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt  formed 
under  the  most  imposing  eircumstances,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  the  memartaliats  were  entitled  by  the 
highest  and  strongest  considemtiona. 

Hr.  MACON  said,  that,  al  first,  this  claim  had  been  put 
fortli  on  legul  grounds,  which  were  maintained  by  the  first 
lawyen  in  tiie  Senate.  Now,  that  ground  appeared  to 
have  been  abandoned,  and  he  supposed  tlie  claim  whs 
founded  on  a  debt  of  gratitude.  £ven  granting  that  such 
a  claim  existed,  and  that,  al  any  other  time^  il  would  be 
proper  to  grant  it — this  cert^nly  wainot  the  right  period 
Ar  making  any  such  gtsnts.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  the  distresses  of  the  People  were  greater.  In  his 
part  of  the  countryi  it  was  greater  than  at  any  previous 
period,  even  than  during  the  war.  Money  was  never 
scarcer  than  now.  He  knew  we  caiild  burrow;  but  wc 
'  had  not  it  in  the  Treasuiy  tospare.  Mr.  M.  also  urged 
that  there  were  odier  classes  of  People,  who  suffered 
from  the  ravages  of  war,  and  lost  all  their  property.  On 
these  grounds  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill. 

Mr  CHANDLEK  expressed  himself  dissatisfied  witlt 
the  r^ly  which  the  gentle  man  from  New  Hampshire  had 
given  to  his  inquiry.  When  the  officers  who  hud  served 
six  yesti  retired,  they  had  lost  on -their  pay  But  heru 
was  another  class,  who,  after  having  served  a  shorter  pe- 
riod, and  received  five  years'  addiiional  pay^  with  some 
depreciation,  were  to  receive  full  pay  for  life  He 
thought  It  unjust  and  partial;  and  it  could  easily  be  per- 
ceived, that  the  oRiccri  and  soldiersi  who  served  six 
vears,  would  complain  Therefore,  while  we  are  about 
it,  why  not  provide  for  the  whole? 

Mr.  HAKKISUN  said,  that  the  friends  of  this  bill 
were  assailed  on  all  aides,  and  in  the  most  contrary  man- 
ner, by  different  opponents.  Some  gentlemen  complain 
that  the  bill  goes  too  £ir,  while  others,  like  my  friend 
fh>m  Maine,  reproach  Uu  that  we  do  not  go  far  enough. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  limited,  because  we 
do  not  think  that  there  are  other  classes  of  officers  to 
whum  lite  country  owes  gratitude,  who  served  a  shorter 
period.  But  it  was  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  claims  of 
these  officers  which  limited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather  unfiiir,  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure  should 
be  assailed  at  once  by  complaints  for  doing  too  much, 
HiicI  lor  d*'ing  loo  little-  The  argument  so  ollen  used  by 
his  friond  Irom  South  Carolina,  [Ma  Smith]  that  the 
liuvenimeirt  could  not  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  de- 
preciation OH  ihe  pay  of  the  aniiy,  was  a  sufhcient  reply 
to  the  opposite  »hjt:ction  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
It  had  been  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr  TxurI  on  a  formerday,  that  the  Exchequer  of  (he 
world  would  not  supply  the  funds  to  defi^y  th£  losses  to 
which  the  genllcman  from  North  Carolina  has  alluded. 
But,  when  that  gentleman  speaks  of  the  losses  of  other 
classes,  and  the  sacrifices  of  prnperty  which  individuals 
sufTcred,  would  hecumpare  tlie  losses  of  these  men  who 
ahed  their  blood,  and  riitked  their  lives  in  the  service,  to 
losses  of  property?  Would  he  compare  the  blond  of  an 
ox  to  the  blood  spilt  by  these  devoted  patriots?  He  hop- 
ed not.  The  bill  provides  for  that  class  of  men  who  sut 
fcrcd  most,  and  who  received  a  pledge  which  was  never 
fulfilled 

Mr.  WOODBUKY  replied  to  the  qucstioiis  put  by  Mr. 
Macok.  There  were  none  of  the  officers  provided  for 
by  this  bill  who  had  not  served  lhree  years.  lie  was  very 
frank  to  confess  another  fact,  which  was,  that  it  had  been 
ii»cvtaincd  that  Ihe  officers  who  served  the  shortest  peri- 
od were  those  who  now  resided  in  the  Southern  Stales.  If 
the  discrimination  was  made,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  those 
who  resided  in  the  Northern  States.  The  committee  liad 
thought  that  ull  those  who  served  lu  ihe  close  of  the  war 
ought  to  be  |>i'ovid^d  for,  without  making  distinctions  in 
favor  of  those  who  served  longer  than  other* 


Mr  HARRISON  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
question  of  filling  the  blanks,  which  was  sustained. 

Mr  COBB  fiaid,  that,  if  he  understood  the  object  of 
the  present  bill,  it  was  to  give  the  full  poy  of  a  captain  for 
life,  to  these  officers,  and  two  years'  pay  as  a  previous 
gratuity.  I,  [said  Mr.  C]  shall  vote  against  it;  and'I  wish 
to  explain  why  I  shall  do  so.  If  this  is  a  grant  made  upon 
the  ground  uf  a  debt,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  sliould 
not  be  extended  to  the  legal  representatives  of  those  who 
have  died,  as  well  as  to  tht;  survivors.  I  ask  whether 
the  present  bill  does  not  deal  partially  ?  Whatever  nsay 
be  said  by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  oertunly  did  un- 
derstand, that,  when'  this  question  was  aelUed  a  month 
since,  by  three  several  votes — the  friends  of  the  bill  sig- 
nified the  determination  of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of 
pensions.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  informed  usi 
that  they  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  upon  tlie  pen- 
sion list.  Well>  sir,  it  is  now  said,  that  tliey  are  to  receive 
full  pay  for  life— and  will  they  say  that  this  is  not  accept- 
ing of  a  pension?  that  this  is  not  an  extension  of  the  pen- 
sion system?  They  made  the  declaration,  that  these 
gentlemen  were  above  accepting  a  pension.  But  now 
we  find  these  high  minded  midest  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lution, discovering  that  the  bill  can  pass  in  no  other  form, 
not  averse  to  become  pensioners  The  features  of  this 
bill,  [aaid  Mr  C]  appear  to  me  to  be  more  ofTen^ve  now 
than  formerly:  for,  if  any  thing  was  to  gi^en,  it  ou|^t  to 
have  been  given  as  a  donation.  Tlie  present  plan  ex- 
tends the  pension  principle  too  far.  And  as  he  lu^  been 
always  against  donations,  viewmg  their  as  he  did,  as  un- 
constitutional, lie  hopetl  the  Seriate  would  be  inclined 
to  consider  this  matter  thoroughly,  before  they  consented 
to  carry  the  pension  list  of  the  country  to  such  an  enor- 
mous eitcnt  He  liad  pei-ceived  that  the  bill  had  been 
skilfully  managed.  Itaadvocates  had  watched  the  proper 
opportunity  for  calling  ii  up  )  and  had  been  peculiarly 
careful  that  the  Senate  should  be  full,  when  it  came  on 
for  consideration.  They  had  called  it  up,  and  laid  it 
down  again,  as  the  Senate  hod  been  full  or  empty  t  and 
now  it  IS  prt'Hsed  because  all  the  members  happen  to  be 
present.'  Still  he  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  pass-  ~ 
ed  upon  without  deliberation.  He  thought  that  this  sub- 
ject had  a  farther  scope  than  its  mere  intrinsic  merits 
would  indicate.  He  thought  tliat  the  Presidential  ques- 
tion was,  to  a  great  extent,  made  to  depend  on  this  bill. 
The  friends  of  the  administration  advocate  it,  because 
the  President  recommended  it  in  his  message — aud  the 
members  of  the  opposition  are  in  favor  it,  because, 
should  they  oppose  it,  theirconduct  wouldbe  theground 
for  reproach  from  their  opponents,  and  would  afford  an 
argument  sgsunst  them.  This  bill  was  the  most  extrava- 
gant feature  of  this  seBsion^  which  was  by  far  the  most 
extravagant  Senate  in  which  he  had  ever  ser>ed.  They 
had  given  away  immense  tracts  of  land — they  had  given 
away  vast  sums  of  money  ;  and  they  had  enlarged  all 
those  powers  which  were  considered  by  many,  as  dan- 
gerons  and  unconstiluttonal.  In  that  part  of  Georgia  in 
which  he  livecC  but  little  more  ttian  Aa/^  enipsof  cotton 
had  been  made  in  the  last  year,  and  he  had  seen  a  docu- 
ment Irom  one  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  South,  by 
which  it  would  seem  that  the  exports  of  cotton,  of  the 
crop  of  1827,  would  be  from  100,000  to  200,000  bales 
less  than  those  of  the  year  preceding.  Is  this  the  time  then 
for  extnivagaiit  expenditure?  Is  this  Ihe  time  forspend- 
ing money?  There  was  no  fear  that  these  applicants 
would  come  upon  the  poor  list.  Tiiey  were  not  in  so 
bad  a  condition  as  many  thousands  of  those  wlfb  fought 
with  tliem,  and  performed  equally  meritorious  services  ( 
but  whose  ctaima  were  forgotieii.  He  felt  bound  to  op- 
pose this  bill,  as  unjust,  inexpedient,  and  a  wanton  M- 
peiiditnrc  of  the  niMiiey  uf  the  Peoplei 

Mr.  FOG  r  merely  rose  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
hu  s^uld  oppose  the  filling  of  the  blank  as  proposed. 
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He  wks  a  member  of  the  committee  on  rensions — und 
mmy  h»rd  cues  had  come  before  them,  in  which  it  wai 
|>roposetl  to  go  bacfe  in  granting'  pensions — and  in  one 
ioatince  only  h»d  the  Committee  consented  to  go  back. 
And  he  Would  uk  whether  the  Senate  would  adopt  a 
priBciple  which  had  never  been  acknowledged,  m  ftvor 
oTtbeae  officers,  which  liad  been  refused  in  many  in- 
stanees  where  indinduals  were  poor  and  sufTerinfj^  ^ 

Mr.  RAltRISON  laid,  he  roM  lo  make  bnt  a  single  ob- 
serration  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
fiwn  Georgia.  If  there  was  a  scramble  upon  the  floor  of 
the  Senate,  a^ttiat  ^m]eman  intimated— if  the  majority 
oi  tbe  Senate  were  m  favor  of  the  bill,  he  tlionght  it  a 
fiurjnference  that  they  acted  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
wMmoT  their  constituents  t  it  was  a  fiiir  conclusion, 
that  the  majority  of  the  People  were  in  faror  of  the 
bill. 

Kr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  take 
the  floor  by  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
J™"  Geoiwia.  [Mr.  Cobb.]  With  some  of  those  remarks 
he  had  nothing  to  do,  not  exactly  perceiving  their  appli- 
cauon.  If  the  cotton  crops  had  (ailed  in  the  South,  he 
much  regretted  it(  and  the  more  so,  as  he  had  relatives, 
and  »eiy  good  friends,  engaged  in  its  cultivation  ;  nor 
did  he  mean  to  defend  the  Senate  from  the  charge  of 
having  been  extravagant,  wild,  and  wasteful  ;  that  duty 
roust  devolve  on  some  member  who  had  more  agency  in 
toe  introduction  rrf  the  measures  acted  on,  than  himself. 
He  did  not  admit  that  any  vote  he  had  pven  required 
bim  to  r^ead  guthy  ;  he  did  not  either  iillena  to  remark 
on  the  suggestion,  that  this  was  to  be  a  question  to  af- 
fi?ct  the  Presidential  election,  further  than  to  say,  that 
ti»e  honorable  member  from  Geoi^a  muit  allow  him  to 
find  motives  for  his  own  conduct.  What  were  the  mo- 
tives frf  that  gentleman,  or  whether  they  had  any  connex- 
ion with  tbe  election  of  Preadent,  were  subjects  for  his 
•■pecial  eoAnderattoii~-ftr  be  it  from  i>im  lo  conjecture. 
Bu^  fbr  liimself,  he  claimed  the  privilege  to  assign  his 
own  motive,  and  that  motive  was,  "  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  justice  of  this  claim."  He  had  declared,  and  still  de- 
clared, bis  opinion,  that  the  claim  was  founded  in  the  es- 
tablished principles  of  law  ;  and,  if  the  party  from  whom 
it  due  could  be  made  amenable  to  the  ordinary  ad- 
■limstration  of  the  law,  it  would  be  recovered  by  its  pro- 
cess. In  this  esse,  however,  the  claim  is  dtie  from  the 
Government  who  makes  the  Uw,  administers  the  law»  and 
decides  the  law. 

Tlie  ofRcere  have  approached  you,  and  properly,  with 
a  manly  and  candid  representation  of  the  facts,  and  claim- 
ing what  they  allege  is  due  to  them-  Having  the  sole 
power  to  decide,  you  have  said  their  claim  Aall  not  be 
granted,  as  matter  of  riglit .  and  now,  their  friends  on  this 
floor  have  presented  this  bill,  which  proposes  to  give 
them  a  small  sum  in  gross,  and  a  small  annuity,  for  the 
re«due  of  their  lives.  Hew  is  this  received  }  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  impeaches  their  mo. 
tive — tcUs  you  their  authorized  agents,  on  this  floor,  had 
avowed  their  intention  to  abandon  all  claim,  except  as 
fooiMled  on  principles  of  law,  and  tlieir  determined  un- 
wilEngnesB  to  occupy  a  place  on  the  pension  list.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  C-,  the  ^ntleman  has  certainly  the  privilege  to 
clothe  his  ideas  in  what  words  it  may  best  please  Tiim  ; 
but  he  could  not  but  think  some  of  the  expressions  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  entirely  uncalled  for  by  the  oc- 
casion. Is  it  not  enough  that  these  men  have,  for  a  life 
time,  been  denied  justice?  That  many  ol  them  have 
been  permitted  to  go  off  the  stage  of  lift:  neglected  and 
pennyleas?  That  tticir  survivors  are  now  obliged  to  m»ke 
their  continued  appeal  to  your  generosity  antl  your  jus* 
tice,  in  vain  asking  from  you  a  pittance  of  your  abun- 
dance /  Must  they,  also,  be  made  to  hear  harsh  remarks 
and  imputations  of  sinister  and  deceptive  means  to  pro- 
mote their  object  i   Sir,  these  oflicera  are  above  the 


reach  of  suggestions  which  would  impeach  their  honor. 
They  have  done  nothing,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  which  is 
wrong,  or  which  requires  apology. 

It  lias  always  been,  and  still  is  tlie  eptnion  of  the  of- 
ficers who  are  here  as  the  representatives  of  their  compa- 
triots, that  they  would  never  consent  to  come  upon  your 
pension  list,  which  they  can  only  do  by  the  humiliating 
process  of  swearing  themselves  unable  to  subsist  without 
such  pension.  Is  this  the  ease  made  by  the  amendment 
now  before  you  Not  at  all  It  requires  no  previous  hu- 
miliating ceremony,  orany  preliminary  whatever.  It  is  the 
direct  iinquahfled  gran*  of  a  gross  sum  and  a  subsequent 
annuity.  Less  it  is  true,  than  tlie  amount  due  to  them — 
less  than,  by  your  own  estimate  of  their  claim,  tliey  have 
lost — less  than  in  your  adjustment  of  their  accounts  you 
have  taken  from  them.  The  Government  made  the  of- 
ficers a  proposal  to  commute  their  half  pay  for  life  for  five 
years  full  pay,  for  u  hich  certificates  were  issued  to  them. 
These  certificates,  we  all  know,  were  not  paid,  bat  were 
funded  atan  amount  much  below  their  numinal  value.  All 
this  operation  was  conducted  by  the  Government.  I'he  of- 
cers  were  passive,  and  obliged  to  submit  to  whatever  you 
were  pleased  to  direct,  and  to  receive  wtiatever  you  were 
wilUng  to  give  ;  and  thus  by  your  own  acts,  the  result  was 
a  loss  to  them  of  the  difference  between  the  nominal 
amount  of  their  certiflcates,  and  the  actual  sum  at 
which  they  were  refunded,  and  this  sum  came  into  your 
Treasury,  and  has  been  disbursed  in  your  service.  Now, 
give  them  this  sum,  with  interest  on  it,,  and  they  will 
much  prefer  it  to  the  advantages  of  this  bill. 

As  to  the  suggestion  tliat  Senators  had  committed 
themselves  to  abaiKlon  the  interest  of  these  officers,  on 
any  coniingency,  lie  had  only  to  say,  he  had  never  de- 
signed such  abandonment,  and,  while  he  had  breath  to 
expend  in  their  service,  lieshouhl  hold  liimsell  bound- to 
raise  bis  vmce  in  advocating  what  lie  believed  ought  (u 
be  granted.  If  he.  could  not  get  all,  he  would  get  as 
much  as  he  could — now,  hereafter,  and  at  all  times,  and 
underall  the  varieties  in  which  this  question  shall  be  agi> 
tated,  he  was  the  determined  odt  ocate  of  these  injured 
and  meritorious  claimants.  It  had  appeared  to  him  nome- 
whttt  remarkable,  that  the  adversaries  of  this  bill,  al- 
though he  believed  (.and  he  said  this  under  correction} 
diey  were  all  opposed  to  any  and  every  proposition  to 
extend  relief  to  these  officers,  have,  nevertheless,  placed 
ttieir  objections  on  the  forms  in  which  this  relief  is  propos- 
ed. Inanyfomi,  it  would  bwubjL-ctioiiable  to  these  gentle- 
men. One  gentleman  says,  tltis  is  not  tlie  prupcr  time. 
In  that  opinion  he  entirely  concurred — the  proper  time 
had  long  since  gone  by — but  the  present  was  more  pro- 
per than  any  future  time,  fi^r  the  very  reason,  that  it  was 
less  proper  than  any  past  time.  Anather  gentleman  had 
urged,  tltat  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  struggle  had 
equal  merit,  and  tiie  representatives  of  such  as  were  de- 
ceased ought  to  be  provided  fur,  as  well  as  survivors. 
The  object  of  this  was  apparent  ;  you  can't  provide  fur 
aH — your  means  are  not  adequaie.  An  attempt  to  liu  so 
must  be  abortive.  Shall  you,  therefore,  refuse  to  uo 
what  you  can  '  Again,  it  is  objected  tliat  the  ground  ut' 
legal  right  is  abandoned,  and  a  pension  substituted.  The 
tone  ami  temper  in  which  this  word  pension  was  uned, 
evidenced  the  manifest  design  to  present  the  oflicers 
who  may  accept  it,  in  an  ndiuus  character — Names  will 
not  alter  facts.  There  is  notliing  in  this  proposition,  tlie 
acceptance  of  wliich  can  crimson  with  a  blusli  the  ciieek 
of  these  ve'.erans— save  only  the  proof  it  may  furnish  of 
the  contracted  pitifiil  pretence  wf  justice  or  libcrutity 
which  it  may  boast  for  the  Government.  Tliey  may 
blusli  for  us,  not  for  themselves.  The  sensibilities  of  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ueorgia  are  excited  without 
cause.  These  officers  ire  not  now,  at  the  close  of  a 
long  life,  full  <rf'honor  and  virtue,  rich  in  the  regards  of 
tlieir  countrymen,  and  in  the  consciousness  of  their  6wit 
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in te^ty— however  destitute  of  the  mexns  nf  conrtfortiibje 
subsistence — they  are  not  now  to  be  warned  agRinstan 
ACt  which  is  to  strip  them  of  all  they  have  lei^  and  make 
them  bankrupt  in  reputation,  as  they  are  in  purse.  They 
feel  tiienwelves  perfectly  competent  to  detrrmine  their 
own  course  on  this  occfnion  t  and,  if  they  were  to  lake 
counsel  on  the  subject,  they  would  probably^ttitl  feel  in- 
disposed to  place  themselves  under  the  guardiannhip  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Sir,  there  Is  nothing  in  the  offer  now  pniposed  to  them 
at  which  they  can  feet  dtfflcuUy,  except  the  limited 
amount  granted.  The  bill  assumes  that  they  have  great 
merit;  thalexnct  justice  in  a  pecuniary  settlement  lias 
not  been  extended  to  them  ;  that  (hey  are  poor.  These 
are  fkcts  admitted  by  them,  but  they  do  not  involve  re- 
proach .  The  sum,  in  gross,  t»  but  a  pittance;  but, 
small  as  it  is,  it  may  eerve  to  give  decent  burial  to  many. 
They  are  daily  dropping  from  the  stage  of  life — some 
bave  not  lefl  the  means  of  providing  tiie  most  common 
neceBsariea  for  the  usual  offices  at  the  grave>  TIrre  and 
there  one  may  linger  out  a  few  years  more — and 
shall  we  turn  these  from  our  door,  to  dmg  along  the  little 
remnant  of  their  decrepid  old  age  in  poverty  and  wanl, 
ot  shall  we  strew  the  short  step,  that  must  presently  con- 
duct them  to  a  better  world,  with  some  of  those  comforts 
which  our  abundance  can  spare,  and  which  will  blunt  the 
thorns,  and  smoutli  the  roughness  of  the  path  which  ends 
their  earthly  pilgrimage  >  Their  toils,  tlieir  blood,  have 
furnished  us  plenty  amt  happiness :  it  is  but  a  small  return 
to  keep  them  from  actual  want.  He  hoped  the  proposi> 
tionof  the  ('ommittee  would  prevail. 

Mr.  CODR  said,  in  reply  :  the  gentleman  from  Mary 
land  is  of  opinion  that  1  imputed  improper  motives  to 
tliose  who  lire  the  claimants  in  this  case.  In  forming 
such  an  opinion  he  is  indebted  to  his  own  imaginatjon, 
and  not  to  my  expressions.  I  only  stated  Acts  ;  [  con- 
veyed no  ceiiMure-  1  repeat,  again,  that  :t  was  declared, 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vah  Bohkh] 
that  these  officers  were  not  wilting  to  be  considered  as 
pensioners,  and  tiiat,  if  their  cl^m  was  not  granted,  they 
woulo  withdhiw  from  fuither  solicitations.  Now,  they 
are  placed  in  the  position  of  pensionen.  If  this  is  all 
true,  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  convey  an  imputation  of  ioi- 
proptr  motives.  It  is  as  tlie  gentleman  pleases.  1  Ktated 
the  facts  ;  1  did  not  in>pute  motives  ;  wiUi  the  latter  I 
have  nothing  to  do,  farther  than  they  may  be  dntwn  from 
tlie  formiT.  The  genllemai)  lupposes  1  have  assumed 
the  guanlianship  of  these  officers  :  but  I  assume  no  such 
office.  My  opinions  arc  these  :  I  do  not  believe  that,  in 
strict  equity,  there  is  any  thing  due  to  these  claimants.  I 
think  it  is  improper  to  extend  the  pension  system  beyond 
its  present  limils.  t  think  and  I  have  bflen  so  express- 
ed myself,  that  the  Government  has  no  right  to  give 
away  the  public  money,  and  that  such  donations  arc  un- 
constitutional, i«nd,  const; qnently,  dangerous. 

Mr  CHAMUBRS  said,  the  lionorable  gentleman  had 
mistaken  tnm — be  made  no  inferences  for  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  Itad  assumed,  that  the  words  used  by 
him,  *' modest  and  high-minded  officers,**  were  used 
ironically,  and  intended  to  impute  conduct  to  them  tlie 
reverse  of  that  which  "  modest  and  highminded  officers" 
should  use.  He  believed  (he  honorable  gentlemim  would 
not  deny  the  correctness  of  that  assumption.  In  reUtiun 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  officers  to  become  pensioners, 
he  had  tliought  they  ought  not  to  agree  to  approach  the 
Government  in  the  altitude  of  mendicants,  swearing  to 
their  poverty,  and  asfting  for  the  charity,  which,  by  the 
existing  law,  is  priividcd  in  such  cases.  Hut  this  bill  pro 
poses  a  grant  to  them,  not  as  beggars,  but  as  meritorious 
claimants  on  the  genemstty,  if  not  the  equitable  justice 
of  (he  Government, 

Mr.  WKBSTER  then  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows  : 
It  t»'.l  nut  been  my  purpose  to  take  any  part  in  the  dis- 


cussion of  this  bill.  My  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  gfneral 
object,  I  hope,  are  welt  known,  and  I  had  intended  to 
content  myself  with  a  steady  and  persevering  vote  in  ita 
iiivor.  But,  when  the  moment  of  nnal  decision  has  come, 
and  the  decision  is  so  likely  to  be  neatly  equal,  I  feel  it 
to  he  R  July  to  put,  not  only  my  own  vote,  out  my  own 
earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  entreaties  to  others,  into  the 
doubtful  scale. 

It  must  be  admitted,  air,  that  the  persons  for  whose  be. 
nefil  this  bill  is  designed,  are,  in  some  respects,  peculi. 
arly  unfortunate.  They  are  compelled  to  meet,  not  on- 
ly objections  to  the  principle,  but,  whicliever  way  they 
turn  themselves,  embarrassing  objections  also  to  details. 
One  friend  hesltatesatthi^  provision,  and  another  at  that  { 
while  those  who  are  not  friends  at  all,  of  course,  oppose 
every  thing,  and  propose  nothing.  When  it  was  contem- 
plated, heretofore,  to  give  the  petitioners  an  outright 
sum,  in  satisfaction  of  their  claim,  then  the  argument- 
was,  among  other  thing^s,  that  the  Treasury  could  not 
bear  so  heavy  a  draught  on  its  means,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

The  plan  is,  accordingly,  chanced— an  annuity  is  pro- 
posed—and then  the  objection  cTiauges  also— and  it  is 
now  said,  that  this  is  but  granting  pensions,  and  that  the 
pension  system  has  already  been  carried  too  far.  I  con- 
fess, sir,  I  felt  wounded — deeply  hurt — at  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  So,  then,  raid  he, 
these  modest  and  high-minded  gentlemen  tiUce  a  pension 
at  last !  How  is  it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  gen- 
erosily  of  character,  and  general  kindness  of  feeling  can 
indulge  in  such  a  tone  of  triumphant  irony  towards  a  Few 
old,  grey-headed,  poor,  and  broken  warriors  of  the  Revo- 
hitir)n  !  There  is,  1  know^  something  repulsive  and  op- 
probrious in  the  name  of  pension.  But,  God  forbid  that 
tsliould  taunt  them  with  it !  With  grief,  heartfelt  grief, 
do  I  b'.-hoId  the  necessity  which  leads  these  veterans  to 
accept  the  bounty  of  their  country,  in  a  manner  not  the 
most  agreeable  to  their  feelings.  Worn  out-and  decrepid, 
represented  before  us  by  those,  tlieir  former  brothers  in 
arms,  who  totter  along  our  lobbies,  or  sUnd  leaning  on 
their  cnitches,  1,  for  one,  would  most  gladly  support  a 
measure  which  would  constdt  at  once  their  services,  tlieir 
years,  their  necessities,  and  thedelicacy  of  their  sentiments. 
I  would  gladly  give,  with  promptitude  and  grace,  with 
gratitude  and  delicacy,  (hat  which  merit  has  earned,  and 
necessity  demands. 

Sir,  wliat  are  the  objections  which  are  urged  against 
this  bill  '  l^t  us  look  at  them,  and  see  if  lliey  be  real  t 
let  us  weigh  them,  to  know  if  they  be  solid.  For,  «r, 
we  are  not  acting  on  a  slight  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do 
likely  to  pass  unobserved  now,  mr  to  be  foi^otten  here- 
after. I  regard  the  occanon  as  one  fhll  of  uiterest  and 
full  of  responsibility.  Those  individuals,  the  little  rtm- 
nunt  of  a  gallant  band,  wh<'8e  days  of  youih  and  manhood 
were  spent  for  their  country,  in  the  toils  and  danger*  of 
the  field,  are  now  before  us,  poor  and  old,  intimating 
their  wants  with  nductant  delicacy,  and  asking  succour 
from  their  country,  with  decorous  solicitude.  How  we 
shall  treat  them,  it  behooves  us  Well  to  consider,  not  on- 
ly tor  their  sake,  but  for  our  own  sate  also,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  hanor  of  the  country.  Whatever  we  do.  will 
not  be  done  in  a  corner.  Our  constituents  will  see  it — 
the  people  will  see  it' — the  world  will  see  it. 

I.ei  us  candidly  examine,  then,  the  objections  whtcU 
have  been  i-ais<:d  to  this  bill ;  with  a  disposition  to  yield 
to  them,  if,  from  necessity,  we  must  \  but  to  overcome 
tlicm,  if,  in  fairness,  wc  can. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  aaid  that  we  ought  not  to  pass 
this  bill,  because  it  will  involve  us  in  a  charpe  of  unknown 
extent.  We  are  reminded  that,  when  the  geneia!  pen- 
sio|i  law  for  Revolutionary  soldiers  passed,  an  expcrnite 
was  incurred,  far  beyond  what  had  been  contemplated  j 
thai  the  estimate  uf  I  he  number  of  survit  ing  Revolution- 
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wry  soldiers  proveil  altogether  fallacious  t  w>d  that.  Tor 
augbt  we  know,  the  same  mistake  niay  be  committed  now. 

b  tliis  objfctiii:!  well  roitnclcd  '  Let  me  ssy,  in  the 
first  place,  that,  if  nne  meastirc,  ri^ht  in  itself,  has  rone 
brther  than  it  was  intended  to  be  came<U  for  want  of  ac- 
cunte  provuuoiis,  and  adequate  gtianls,  this  may  furnisli 
«  TtTf  pood  reason  for  atipplying  such  guards  and  provi- 
•Una,  in  another  measure,  but  can  ufFord  no  ground  at  all 
for  rejecting  such  other  measure  altogether,  if  it  be  in 
itself  just  and  nftcessar;;.  We  should  avail  ouneUcs  of 
our  experience,  it  se«mt  to  me,  to  correct  wliat  has  been 
found  amiis  i  and  not  dr«w  from  it  an  undMlinguishiiig 
w hilion  to  do  Tiothing,  merely  because  it  lias  taught  us, 
tlurt,  in  something  which  we  have  already  done,  we  have 
acted  with  too  Lttle  care.  In  the  next  place,  does  the 
ftot  bear  out  this  objection?  Is  there  any  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  tlie  number  of  the  officers  wlio  will  be  be- 
nefited.by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the  expense,  therefore, 
which  h  will  create  ?  I  think  there  is  none.  The  re- 
cords in  the  Department  of  War  and  the  IVeasiiry  furnish 
Mch  evidence  as  tliat  there  is  no  danger  Lf  material  mis- 
take. The  diligence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  &ct«  connected  with  this  part 

Jtbe  case,  so  fully  and  minutely  before  the  Senate,  that 
I  think  no  nne  can  feel  serious  deubt.  Indeed,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  ^adversaries  of  the  bill,  tliat  this  objection 
does  nut  apply  liere,  with  the  same  force,  as  in  the  for- 
ner  petMiun  law.  It  is  admitted  that  there  is  a  greater 
fiwili^  in  this  ease  than  in  that,  inaaoertuning  the  nnmber 
Mid  Munes  of  those  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  that 
bounty. 

This  objection,  theu,  is  not  founded  in  tme  prineiple  ; 
and  if  it  were,  it  is  not  susUined  by  the  facts.  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  yield  to  it,  unless,  which  I  know  is  not 
the  sentiment  whjch  pencades  the  Senate,  feeling  that  the 
measure  (h^ht  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not  to  place 
our  opijotition  to  it  on  a  distinct  and  visible  ground,  but 
to  veil  it  under  v:^e  and  general  objections. 

In  ttie  second  place,  it  Ims  been  objected,  that  the 
operation  of  the  bdl  wiU  be  unequal,  because  all  officers 
of  the  same  rank  will  receive  equsl  benefit  frwn  it,  al- 
though they  entt-red  the  army  at  differant  times,  and  were 
of  dinerent  ages.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  inequality 
which  must  always  exist  in  every  general  provision  '  Is 
it  possible  that  any  law  can  descend  into  such  particulars? 

Would  lliere  be  any  reason  why  it  should  do  so,  if  it 
-eould  ?  The  bill  is  inteiided  for  tliose.  who,  being  in  the 
army  <  n  October,  irSO,  then  received  a  solemn  promise 
of  half  pay  for  life,  on  condition  tliat  (hey  would  continue 
to  serve  through  the  war.  The  ground  of  merit  is,  that, 
whensoever  they  liad  joined  the  army,  being  thus  soKcit- 
«d  by  thdr  eountn  to  remain  in  it,  they  at  once  went  for 
tike  wliole  J  they  nstened  tlieir  fortunes  to  the  Btamlarda 
which  lliesr  boroi  and  resolved  te  continue  their  military 
•errice  until  it  irfiould  terminate,  either  in  their  country's 
success,  or  their  o«-n  deaths.  This  m  their  merit,  and 
their  ground  of  daim.  How  lon^'  they  had  been  already 
in  service,  is  immaterial  and  unimportant.  I'hey  were 
then  in  service  \  the  salvation  of  their  country  depended 
on  their  continuing  in  that  service.  Congress  saw  this 
mtperative  necessity,  and  earnestly  soliuted  them  tu  i«. 
main,  and  promised  the  compensation.  They  saw  the 
necessity,  also,  and  lUey  yielded  to  it. 

But,  again,  it  is  said,  that  the  present  time  (s^ot  auspi. 
picious.  The  bill,  it  is  urged,  should  not  pass  now.  TIte 
venerable  member  from  North  Carohna  says,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  that  he  would  be  alfbust  as  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  at  some  other  sesrion,  as  be  discussed  at  this. 
He  speaks  oTthe  diatreikes  of  Uie  country,  at  the  present 
moment,  and  of  another  bill,  now  in  thu  Senate,  having, 
as  lie  thinks,  the-effect  uf  bying  new  faixes  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Me  is  fur  poatponement.  But  it  appv-urs  to  m'e, 
with  entire  reflect  for  the  llunonhlc  Member,  that  Uiis 
Vol.  IV— 45 


isoneuf  the  cases  lean  of  all  fit  for  postponement- 
It  is  not  a  measure,  tiiat,  if  omitted  this  year,  may  as  well 
,  be  done  ncxL  Uefore  next  year  comes,  those  who  need 
the  relief  may  be  heyoml  its  reach.  To  postpone,  for 
another  year,  ari  aHntiity  to  persons  already  so  aged — an 
a)imiity,  fouiuled  on  tht:  ment  of  services  which  were  ren> 
dered  half  a  century  ago  ;  lo  postpone,  for  another  whole 
year,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  proposing  not 
aggrandiz-ment,  hut  support  t  not  emolument,  but  bread 
— is  a  mode  of  disposing  of  it,  in  which  I  canact  concur. 

But  it  is  argued,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass,  becanse  thoM  who  have  spoken  in  its  favor 
liave  placed  it  on  different  grouiids.  They  have  not 
agreed,  it  is  said,  wliether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right,  or  matter  of  gratuity,  or  bounty.  Is  there 
weight  in  this  objection  ?  If  some  think  tlie  grant  oug^t 
to  be  made,  as  an  exercise  of  judicious  and  well  deserv- 
ed bnnniy.  does  it  weaken  that  ground  that  otheri  think 
is  founded  in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  t  '.'<.<. c 'A 
without  manifest  and  palpable  injustice  ?  Or  is  it  strange, 
that  those  who  feel  the  legal  justice  of  the  claim  sltuuld 
addrcM  to  those  who  do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a 
different  character,  but  fit  to  have  weight,  and  which 
they  hope  may  have  weight  ?  Nothing  is  more  plain 
and  natural  than  the  course  which  this  application  has 
taken.  The  applicants  themselves,  have  placeil  it  on  the 
ground  of  equity  and  law.  They  advert  to  the  resolve 
of  1780,  to  the  commutation  of  1783,  and  to  the  mode  of 
funding  the  certificates.  Hicy  stand  on  their  contract. 
This  is  perfectly  nnrtutvl.  On  that  ba^s,  they  can  wieW 
the  ailment  themselves.  Of  what  is  required  by  justice 
and  equity,  they  may  reason,  even  ix  their  own  case. 
But,  M-fien  the  application  is  placed  on  different  grounds; 
when  personal  merit  is  to  be  urged,  as  the  foundation  of 
a  just  and  ecmiomical  bounty  ;  when  sen  ices  are  to  be 
mentioned  ;  privations  recounted  \  pains  enumerated  ; 
and  wounds  ami  scars  counted ;  the  discuniun  necessarily 
devolves  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  we  have  seen  from 
these  officers,  in  the  varioua papers  presented  by  (hem, 
it  cannot  but  be  obvlaus  to  every  one,  how  little  is  said 
of  personal  merit,  and  how  exclusively  they  confine  them- 
selves tu  what  they  think,  their  rights  under  the  contract. 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity,  which  ap- 
pear to  me  as  plain  as  the  sun,  ard  urged  by  the  memori- 
alists themselves,  with  great  caution  and  much  qualiliea- 
tion.  Titey  advance  their  claim  of  right  without  extra- 
vagance or  overstrainingi  tfnd  they  submit  it  to  the  un- 
impassioned  sense  of  justice  of  the  Senate. 

For  myself,  1  am  free  to  say,  that,  if  it  were  a  case  be- 
tween  individual  and  individual,  I  think  the  officers  would 
be  entitled  to  relief  in  a  court  of  equity.  I  may  be  mis- 
taken, but  such  is  my  opinion.  reasons  are,  that  I 
do  not  think  they  had  a  nir  option  in  regard  to  the  0019- 
mutation  of  half  pay.  I  do  not  think  it  was  fairly  in  their 
power  to  accept  or  reject  that  offer.  Tlie  condition  they 
were  in,  and  the  situation  of  the  couutry,  compelled  them 
to  submit  to  wliatever  was  proposed.  In  the  next  place, 
it  Keems  tn  me  too  evident  to  be  denied,  that  the  five 
yi^nrs*  fitll  pay  was  never  really  and  fully  made  to  them. 
A  formal  compliance  with  the  terms  of  tne  contract,  not 
a  real  complifiHce,  is,  at  most,  all  that  was  ever  done. 
For  the«e  reasons,  I  think,  in  an  indiridual  case,  law  and 
equity  would  refwrm  tiie  settlement.  Tlie  conscience. of 
cliancery  would  deal  wiih  this  case  as  with  othet-cases  of 
hard  bargains  ;  of  adv:intsgcB  obtained  by  meani  of  ine- 
quality of  situation  ;  of  .acknowledged  debts,  compound, 
ed  from  necessity,  or  compromised  without  -satisGiction. 
But  although  such  would  be  my  views  uf  ,tliis  daim,  as 
between  man  and  man,  I  do  not  place  my  vote  for  tliis  bill 
on  (hat  ground.  I  see  the  consequence  oi admittingthe 
claim,  on  (lie  foundationer  strict  right.  I  see  at  once, 
that,  on  that  ground,  the  heirs  of  the  dead  wouUl  ch^ 
as  n^ell  HI  the  livhig ;  and  diat  other  public  creditur^  at 
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well  u  tliese  holden  of  commutation  certificntes,  would 
also  have  wheret^  to  complain.-  1  know  it  is  altogether 
imposBible  to  open  the  accounts  of  the  nevolution,  and 
to  think  of  doing  justice  to  every  body.  Much  of  suffer- 
ing there  necessarily  was,  that  can  never  be  paid  for — 
much  of  loss  that  can  never  be  repaired,  f  do  not,  there- 
fore, for  myself,  rest  my  vote  on  grounds  leading  to  any 
such  consequences.  I  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  w« 
cannot  do,  and  ought  not  to  think  of  doioK,  every  thing, 
in  regard  to  Rerdutionary  debts,  which  mi^it  be  strictly 
righ^  if  the  whole  settlement  were  now  to  be  gone  over 
anew.  The  honorable  member  from  New-York  [Mr. 
Vai*  BcBKr]  has  stated,  what  1  tliink,  the  irue  ground  of 
the  bill.  I  regard  it  as  an  act  of  discreet  and  careful 
bounty,  drawn  forth  by  meritorious  services,  and  by  per 
sonal  necessities.  I  cannot  ngree,  in  this  case,  with  the 
tedinieality  of  my  profession  ;  and  because  I  do  not  feel 
able  to  allow  the  claim,  on  the  ground  oF  mere  right,  1 
am  not  willing,  for  that  reason,  to  nonsuit  the  petitioners, 
as  not  having  made  out  their  case.  Suppose  we  admit, 
as  I  do,  that,  on  the  giound  of  mere  right,  it  would  not 
be  tafe  to  allow  it ;  or  suppose  that  to  be  admitted,  for 
which  others  contend,  lltat  tliere  is,  in  the  case,  no  strict 
riglit,  upon  which,  under  any  circitmstances,  the  cluim 
could  stand  }  still,  it  does  not  fblhiw  tliat  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable and  proper  foundation  for  i^  or  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  IF  it  be  not  founded  on  mere  right,  it  is 
not  to  be  regarded  as  being,  for  that  reason  alone,  an  un< 
deserved  gratuity,  or  the  effusion  of  mere  good  wilL  If 
that  which  is  granted  be  not  always  granted  on  the  ground 
of  mere  right,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  granted  from 
mt  rely  an  arbitrary  preference,  or mcapriciousDeneficence. 
In  iDott  cases  of  thia  sort,  mixed  considerationa  prevail, 
and  ought  to  prevail.  Some  consideration  ia  due  to  the 
claim  of  right  ,■  much  to  that  of  merit  and  service  ;  and 
more  to  that  nf  personal  necessity.  If  I  knew  thatall  the 
persons  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill  were  in  circumstances 
of  comfort  and  competency,  I  should  not  support  it.  But 
this!  know  to  be  otherwise.  I  chnnot  dwell,  with  propriety, 
or  delicacy,  on  this  part  of  the  case  ;  but  1  feci  its  force, 
and  1  yield  to  it.  A  single  instance  of  affluence,  or  a  few 
cases  where  want  dors  not  tread  close  on  those  who  are 
themselves  treading  close  on  the  borders  of  the  grave, 
does  not  affect  the  general  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
measure.  I  would  not  draw  ihia  reason  fur  the  bill  into 
too  much  prominence.  We  all  know  it  exists  t  and  «-e 
may,  I  think,  safelv  act  upon  it,  without  so  discussing  it 
as  to  wound,  in  da,  but  senntive,  and  still  throbbing  bo- 
aoms,  feeUngt  which  education  inspired,  the  habiUof 
miiilaiy  life  cheririied,  and  a  just  aelf-respect  ia  still  de- 
sirous to  entertain.  I  confeu  I  meet  this  claim,  not  only 
with  a  desire  to  do  something  in  favor  of  these  ofHcers, 
but  to  do  it  in  a  manner  indicative,  not  only  of  decorum, 
but  of  deep  respect — that  respect  which  years,  age,  pub- 
lic service,  patriotism  and  broken  fortune,  command  to 
wpnitf  up  in  cveiy  manly  breast. 

It  IS,  tnen,  ur,  a  mixed  clum  fitith  and  nubUc  gra> 
titudet  of  joBtice  «k)  honorable  bounty  {  of  merit  ami 
benevolence.  It  Bland*  on  the  same  foundation  as  that 
grant,  which  no  one  regrets,  of  which  all  are  proud,  made 
to  the  illustrious  foreigner  who  shewed  himself  so  early, 
and  lias  proved  liiraself  so  constantly  and  zealously,  a 
friend  to  otir  country. 

But  then,  again,  it  ia  objected  that  tlie  militia  have  a 
daim  upon  ur;  that  they  fought  at  the  side  of  the  regu- 
lar soldiers,  and  ouglit  to  share  in  the  country'a  remem- 
brance, it  is  known  to  be  impoauble  to  carry  the  mea- 
sure to  such  an  extent  as  to  embrace  the  militia  t  and 
It  is  plain,  too,  that  the  cases  are  different.  This  bill,  as 
1  have  already  sud,  confines  itself  to  those  who  served, 
not  occaaionaUy,  not  temporarily,  but  permanently  {  who 
allowed  tbemaelrea'  to  be  counted  on  as  men  who  were 
to  we  the  canteat  tbrougbi  hut  as  long  as  it  might,  and 


who  have  made  the  phrase  oF  'listing  during  the  war,  « 
proverbial  expreiision,  wnifying  unalterable  devotion  to 
our  cause,  through  Rood  fortune  and  ill  fortune,  till  it 
reaches  ita  close.  This  is  a  plain  distinction;  sndal- 
though,  pertiaps,  I  might  wish  to  do  m<>r^,  I  see  good 
ground  to  stop  here,  for  tlie  present,  if  we  rausi  any 
where.  The  militia  who  fought  at  Concord,  at  Lexing- 
ton, and  at  Bunker's  Hill,  have  been  alluded  to,  in  the 
course  of  thia  debate,  in  terms  of  well  deserved  praise. 
Be  assarrd,  nr,  there  could  with  difficulty  be  found  * 
man  wliojdrew  his  aword,  or  carried  his  musket,  ft  Con- 
conl,  at  Lenngton,  or  Bunker's  Hill,  who  would  wish 
you  to  reject  this  bill.  Tliey  might  adc  you  to  do  more, 
but  never  to  refrain  {h}m  doing  this.  Would  to  God 
they  were  assembled  here,  and  had  the  fate  of  this  bill 
in  their  own  hands!  Would  to  Godthe  question  of  its  pas* 
sage  waste  he  put  to  tbem!  I'hey  would  affirm  it  with  a  ud- 
ty  of  acclamation,  that  would  rend  the  roof  of  the  Capitol. 

I  support  the  measure,  then,  Mr.  President,  because 
1  think  it  a  proper  and  judicious  exercise  of  well  merited 
national  bounty.  1  tliink,  too,  the  general  sentiment  of 
my  own  constituents,  and  of  the  country,  is  in  &vor  of  it. 
I  believe  the  member  from  North  Carolina  himself,  admit- 
ted, that  an  increasing  deure  that  something  should-be 
done  fur  the  Bevolutionaty  officers  manifeated  itself  in 
the  community.   The  bill  will  make  no  immediate  or 

treat  draught  on  the  Treasnry.  !t  will  not  derange  tbo 
nances.  If  t  had  supposed  that  the  state  of  the  Tren> 
sury  would  have  been  urged  against  tlie  passage  of  thi* 
bill,  I  should  not  have  voted  lor  the  Delaware  Breakwa- 
ter, because  that  might  have  been  commenced  next  year ; 
nor  for  the  whole  of  the  sums  which  have  been  granted 
for  fortifications  I  for  their  advancement,  with  a  liitia 
more,  or  a  little  less,  of  rapidity,  is  not  of  the  first  nccee- 
«ty.  But  the  present  case  is  u^nt.  Wliatwedosliould 
be  done  quickly. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  repeat,  that  ncilfaer  the 
subject,  nor  the  occauon,  ia  an  ordinary  one.  Our  own 
fellow  citizens  do  not  so  consider  it;  the  world  will  not 
so  regard  it  A  few  deserving  soldiers  are  before  u^ 
who  served  their  country  faithfuHy  througli  a  seven  ytanf 
war.  Tliat  war  was  a  civil  war.  It  was  commented  on 
principle,  and  sustained  by  eveiy  sacrifice  on  the  great 
ground  of  civil  liberiy.  They  fought  bravely,  and 
bled  freely.  The  cause  succeeded,  and  the  coun- 
try triumphed.  But  the  condition  of  things  did  not 
allow  that  country,  sensible  as  it  was  to  their  services 
and  merits,  to  do  tbem  the  full  justice  which  it  deserved. 
It  could  not  entirely  fiilfil  ita  engagementa.  The  Army 
waa  to  be  disbanded  {  but  it  was  unpaid.  It  wu  to  lar 
down  its  own  power  t  hut  Aac  was  no  government  with 
adequate  power  to  perform  what  bad  been  promiaed4o 
it.  In  this  critical  moment,  what  ia  ita  conduct  ?  Doea 
it  disgrace  its  hi^h  character  t  Is  temptation  able  to  se- 
duce It  }  Doea  It  apeak  of  righting  itself  ?  Uoea  it  un- 
dertake to  redreaa  ita  own  wrongs,  by  iti  own  sword  f 
Uoes  it  lose  iti  patnutism  in  its  deep  sense  of  iqjur^  and 
injustice  '  Does  military  ambition  cause  its  integn^  to 
swerve  t   Far,  for  otherwise. 

It  had  &ithFully  served,  and  saved  the  country,  and  to 
that  country  it  now  referred,  with  unhesitating  confidence, 
its  claim  and  its  complaints.  It  laid  down  its  arms  with 
alacrity ;  it  mingled  itself  with  the  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity f  and  it  waited  till,  in  better  ttmea,  and  under  a  new 
Government,  its  senricoa  might  be  rewarded*  and  the 
promises  made  to  it  fulfilled.  Sir,  this  example  uwmth 
more,  (ht  mon,  to  the  cause  of  civil  Bberty,  than  this  bill 
will  cost  us.  We  can  hardly  recur  to  it  too  often,  or 
dwell  on  it  too  much,  for  tlie  honor  of  our  country,  and 
of  its  defentlers.  Allow  me  to  say  again,  that  mcrito- 
rioas  service  in  civil  war  is  worthy  of  peculiar  considera- 
tion i  not  only  because  there  is  in  Bueh  war  usually  leat 
power  to  restrun  irregularities  but  because,  also,  they 
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expose  All  prominent  aelore  in  them  to  dificrent  kinds  of 
dangrer.  It  is  rebellion,  as  well  u  war.  Thow  who  en- 
gage in  it  must  look  not  only  to  (lie  dangers  of  the  field* 
out  to  confiscatiAn,  also,  and  attainder,  and  ignominimis 
death.  With  no  efGcient  and  Seltled  tiovernment,  either 
tosustiiin  or  control  tliemt  and  willi  every  sort  of  dan(rer 
before  their,  it  is  great  merit  to  Iiave  conducted  wilh 
fidelity  to  the  country,  under  eveiy  discoura^ment  on 
tiie  one  hand,  and  with  unconquerable  bravery  towards 
the  common  enemy,  on  the  other.  So,  «r,  the  ofllcera 
and  soldiers  of  the  Kevulutiunjiry  Army  did  conduct. 

I  would  not,  and  do  nol,  underrate  the  sen-ices  or  the 
attffenngs  of  otiiera.  I  know  well  that,  in  tlie  Revolu- 
tionary contest,  all  made  sacrificsa,  and  all  endured  suf- 
ferings ;  as  well  ttiose  who  paid  for  service,  ks  tliose  who 
performed  it.  1  know  that  in  the  records  of  all  the  little 
muaicipaKties  of  New  England,  abundant  proof  exists 
of  the  zeal  with  wliich  the  cause  was  espoused,  and  the 
sacrifices  with  which  it  was  cheerfully  maintained.  1 
have  often  there  read,  with  absolirie  astonish  me  rt,  the 
taxes,  the  contributions  the  heavy  subscriptions,  often 

firovided  fur  by  disposing  of  the  absohitc  necessaries  of 
ife,  by  which  enlistments  were  procured,  and  food  and 
clothing  furnished.  It  would  be,  ur,  to  these  same  mu- 
nicipalities, to  theite  same  little  patriotic  counnis  of  He- 
volutionary  times,  thtt  1  should  now  look  with  moat  as- 
sured roiifidence  for  a  hearty  support  of  what  this  bill 
proposes.  There  the  scale  of  Kevoltitionary  merit  stands 
hi^b.  I'here  are  still  those  living  who  speak  of  tbe  19th 
of  April,  and  the  17tb  of  June,  without  thinking  it  ne- 
ceasary  to  add  the  year.  -  I'hesc  men,  one  and  ail,  would 
rejoice  to  find  that  those  wtu)  stood  by  the  countrv  brave- 
ly, tl»rough  llie  doubiful  and  perilousstru^e  which  con- 
ducted it  to  independence  and  glory,  had  not  been  for- 
gotten in  the  flecline  and  close  of  lire. 

The  objects  then,  sir,  of  the  proposed  bounty  are 
most  worthy  and  deserving  objects.  The  services  which 
tli^  rendered  were  in  the  highest  degree  useful  and 
important.  Tlie  country  to  which  they  rendered  tliem 
js  ^reat  and  proq>eroxis.  The^  have  lived  (o  see  it  glori- 
oui  t  let  them  not  lire  to  see  it  unkintL  For  me,  ]  can 
give  them  but  my  vote,  and  my  prayers ;  and  I  give  them 
Eoth  with  my  whole  heart- 
Mr.  FOOT  obser^'ed,  that  this  bill,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  its  discussion  at  aa  early  peiiod  of  the  session, 
until  the  present  moment,  had  been  before  tlie  Senate, 
under  peculiar  circumstances ;  and,  to  him,  extremely 
embarrassing ;  held  ftst  by  the  Chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  strongly  fortified  against  amendments,  by  mo. 
tions  merely  to  iiil  the  blanks.  The  original  bill  embrac- 
ed a  certwn  portion  of  the  officers  only,  to  whom  half 
pay  for  life  had  been  promised ;  but,  on  their  own  ap- 
plication, this  half  pay  had  been  commuted  for  full  pay 
TOT  five  ycais;  and  it  was  contended  that  the  United 
States  were  under  a  legal  obKgation  to  make  fnrtKer  pro- 
vision for  these  o Accra.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  had  vote'd 
jig»nst  filling  the  blank  in  the  original  bill,  with  every 
sum  which  had  been  proposed ;  and  should  have  roted 
against  even  tlie  smallest  sum,  for  tbe  exclunve  benefit 
uf  these  officers.  Ue  never  could  conser.t  to  degrade 
(he  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  by  elevating 
the  officers:  They  were  not  mere  mercenary  hirelings, 
fike  the  soldiers  of  ordinary  standing  armies.  Many  of 
these  soldiers  were  of  the  best  blood  of  the  country — 
equal  to  the  oficers-.4nd  fighting  side  by  ude  for  their 
denrcst  rights.  It  was  a  common  cause — ami  one  spi- 
rii  pervaded  the  whule.  The  officer  was  moat  fortunate  : 
he  hai^  a  commission,  and  could  at  any  time  rewgn  and 
leave  tlie  army.  And,  sir,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  the 
half  pay,  and  the  commutatiun  for  five  /ears'  full  pay. 
The  aoltlier  could  not  resign  \  he  could  not  compel  Con- 
Kress  to  increase  his  pav,  by  threats  to  rcugn  and  disband 
the  aray.   These  officers  were  as  well  paid  on  their 


first  contract  for  service  as  the  soldier— which  indeed 
was  poor  enoiia^.  But  the  soldier  was  compelled  to 
serve  out  his  enTistntent  upon  the  terms  of  his  contract. 
How  is  the  case  with  the  officer  }  Was  not  half  pay  oC> 
fercd  for  life,  to  prevent  resignation  ?  And  thb  eoromut> 
ed,  at  their  request,  for  five  years'  full  pay,  amounting 
to  twice  the  original  ^m  contntcted  for  their  services  ? 
And  does  this  form  a  ground  for  this  elum  for  additional 
eompensation  >  Mr.  F.  dedared  that  he  iiev«  diould 
vole  for  any  adiUttonal  compensation  to  the  officers  alone, 
but  would  assure  the  Chairman  he  wns  s^ady  to  go  with 
him  in  making  any  suitable  provisions  for  these  Kevolu* 
tionary  heroes  which  would  do  equal  justice  to  the  sol- 
dier as  well  as  the  officer. 

I'he  bill  has  now  assumed  a  new  shape,  but  is  stilt  held 
uptm  a  motion  to  fill  a  blank.  The  Chairman  informed 
us  some  time  since,  "  that  at  a  proper  time  the  bill  would 
be  open  tor  amendments.*'  This  time,  it  appears,  hat 
not  yet  arrived.  But  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  HiniiisoK,]  we  may  now  amend  tne  bill  {  and 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wbbstxb.]  who 
lias  just  taken  his  seat,  haii  cast  sume  imputations,  upon, 
those  who  have  opposed  this  bill,  to  which  they  are  not 
justly  habte.  He  says  "  \vAve  opposed,  but  have  not 
proposed,  any  amendments."  Sir,  the  gentleman  must 
certainly  be  aware  that  no  opportunity  has  been  offered 
for  a  single  amendment.  If  the  time  shall  ever  arrive 
when  we  can  offer  amendments  the  Senators  wilt  find 
us  not  so  had  hearted,  ungrateful,  and  unkintL  Mr.  F. 
did  not  believe  there  was  a  Senator  on  .this  flour,  nor  a 
single  individual  in  the  country,  who  would  be  unwilling 
to  make  full  compensation  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  if  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Government  to  do  eqoal  justice  to  all.  But,  fur  on^  he 
never  would  consent  to  give  additional  compensation  to 
those  only  who  liad  ah-eady  received  more  pay,  mora 
credit,  and  more  favors  than  those  equally  meritorious. 
IF  they  were  really  poor,  the  present  penwon  law  pro- 
vides fur  tlieir  support.  He  never  believed  in  the  legaN 
ity  of  the  claims  of  these  officen,  and  tlits  seemed  now 
to  be  abandoned  by  tlte  lommittee.  ■ 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  ver>-  justly  sud* 
if  it  be  a  legal  clsiro.  it  will  extend  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  deceased  officers.  The  amendment  new 
ofTere:!  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill,  embraces  a 
certain  portion  of  the  soldiers  j  and,  wilh  some  amend- 
ments which  will  be  offered  to  this  amendment,  embrac- 
ing officers  and  aoMien  with  legal  claims,  Mr.  P.  aaid  he 
would  clu'erlully  vote  for  the  but,  but  not  in  the  present 
shape,  confined  to  those  officers  and  seniors  only  who 
had  already  received  additioiul  compensation,  antl  more 
pay  than  those  who,  in  the  darkest  period,  had  fou^t 
the  battles  which  led  to  the  successful  termination  of 
the  contest.  It  must  embrace  all,  and  do  equal  justice 
to  all,  before  it  would  receive  his  support. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  ao»e  of 
the  remarks  Of  Mr.  WansTxa.  He  considered  that  these 
ckims  could  not  be  establiriied  in  a  court  of  equity,  and 
remarked,  that  the  panegyric  bestowed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  oti  th<x  conduct  of  the  officers  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  rot  entirely  deserved,  as  tliere 
had  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  revolt  among  them, 
which  nothing  but  the  presence  and  inBuenee  of  Wash- 
ington had  overcome.  Besides  he  maintained  that  tbe 
officers  could  not  belter  themselves  liy  any  course  of  tI< 
oleiice.  There  was  nothing  lett  of  which  they  could 
possess  tlicmaelve?,  the  country  having  been  ravaged, 
nnd  the  property  of  the  citizens  havuig  been  destroyed. 
He  repeated  what  he  had  said  in  relation  to  an  individu- 
al among  the  claimants  who  was  worth  a  large  fortune. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Matyhind,  said,  that  there  were  but 
twelve  of  these  officers  who  were  reaidenta  in  Matyland, 
yetf  were  be  to  Tote  against  this  bil^  lie  might  m  cer- 
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tain  or  nerer  being  retamed  to  Congress  AgB'm.  Hi« 
constituents  vere  in  famr  of  it.  They  were  dcsimtis 
that  something  diouM  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
grave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  country.  There 
might  be  one  gentlentan  in  South  Carolina  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  forUine,  but  this  wan  no  reason  why  the 
other  claimants  should  be  neglected)  nor  did  it  alter  the 
Justice  of  the  claim.  There  was  nut  one  of  these  offi- 
cers who  resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possesse^l  of  pro- 
perty. There  was,  formerly,  one  rich  officer  in  Mary. 
Un^  who  had  lately  died.  But  he  would  not  have  re- 
ceived this  annuity  had  he  been  living.  I  say  this  annuity, 
because  it  is  not,  an  it  has  been  danominated,  a  pension. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  th.tt  if  this  was  solely  an  equitable 
claim,  ttie  legal  representatives  of  deceaiied  officers  had 
an  equal  right  to  claim  the  provision,  as  the  snr^'iving  of- 
ficem.  For  this  reas<m  he  had  not  voted  against  the  bill 
in  its  fbrmcr  shipe.  It  was  now  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  he  could  consdentiously  record  his  vote  in  its  U- 
TOT.  He  should,  therefore,  state,  as  concisely  as  possi- 
ble, the  grounds  on  which  his  vote  would  be  given.  He 
considered  this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  Mnd  soldiers 
of  the  Kcvolution,  in  consideration,  tliut  »  promise  made 
to  them  by  the  Government  had  nbt  been  compl  ed  with 
as  ftr  as  was  intcrded.  If  this  was  intended  as  u-gratui- 
ty,  it  did  not  extend  to  the  legal  reprcst^iitatiyes  of  the 
deceased.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in  existencu  the 
men  who  have  renderetl  these  services  to  their  country. 
1  see  them  in  want,  and  1  cannot  refuse  to  succor  them. 
They  have  conferred  benefits  upon  the  country,  upon 
which  we  cannot  place  tco  high  an  estimate.  Those 
services  have  not  been  compensated  acconling  to  a  for. 
mer  promise  of  the  Goreniment.  This  compact  has  been 
folfilled  in  form,  but  not  in  sutmtance.  Others  may  liave 
served  the  country  whh  rqual  fidelity  and  zeal,  hut  not 
having  the  promise  which  these  men  had,  their  claims 
•re  pfiiced  on  other  and  weaker  grounds.  They  cannot 
have  an  equal  claim  with  these  onicen.  I  have  always 
considered,  sntd  Mr.  W.,  that  the  victories  achievKd  by 
these  meif  over  the  enemy,  were  not  their  greatest  vic- 
tories. The  greaieft  of  their  triumplis  was  that  which 
they  achieved  over  themselves,  their  vaiits,  and  inter- 
ests, when,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  they  delivered  up 
their  arms,  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life,  trust- 
ing i»  the  justice  of  their  countrymen,  and  hilly  believ- 
ing, that,  when  the  time  an  ived,  they  would  receive  the 
compensation  pledgeil  to  them  by  the  Government. 
That  time  has  arrived.  We  are  now  able  to  render  this 
tribute  of  justice.  And  if  it  were  the  last  dollar  in  the 
TreasiiiT,  1  would  give  it  for  this  purpose.  'Hits  opinion 
is,  I  think,  founded  on  principle,  ft  may  be  said  that  I 
am  actuated  by  feelitig  ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which 
I  think  I  ought  to  entertain.  As  to  any  other  motives,  I 
do  not  entertain  them.  1  came  htre  dressed  in  no  man's 
livery  s  but  as  the  Hepresentative  of  a  sovereign  Slate, 
_to  act  according  to  my  conscience  and  tht;  will  of  my 
constituents  alone.  Any  imputation  to  the  contmty  1 
cannot  admit,  as  I  shotthl  feel  myself  degraded  by  allow- 
iBg  myself  t«  act  on  other  grounds ;  ana  I  should  think 
ttbeneath  me,  to  look  upon  the  decisions  of  Senators  as 
arising  from  any  other  views. 

Mr.  BRANCH  then  expluned  his  reasons  for  opposing 
the"bill. 

Some  further  conversation  look  place  between  Messrs. 
BIIANCH,  SMITH,  of  S.  C,  and  SMITH,  of  Md. 

Mr.  MACON  made  a  few  remark*,  as  was  understood, 
in  reply  to  Hessm  CitAMi)i.Ka  and  Wibstkr. 

Mr  BELL  moved  to  fill  the  blanks  in  (he  bill  with  **3A 
March,  1828,"  and  spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to  carry- 
ing the  pensions  of  tlie  cWmanta  back. 

Tiie  ClIAIH  slated  that  the  questitm  must  be  first  la- 
ken  OH  the  motion  to  fill  the  blanks  with  "  3d  March, 
1S26." 


Mr.. MACON  spoke  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
WxBBTia  ;  when,  the  question  being  put  on  fiHinr  the 
blanks  with  **3d  March,  1836,"  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  the  3d  section,  so 
as  to  confine  the  operation  of  this  bill  to  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  who  had  served  three  years, 
onturing'the  war,  and  had  been  honorably  diachaiKcd. 

Mr.  MACON  moved-to  lay  tlie  bill  upon  the  t)d)le, 
which  was  negatived,  22  to  30. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  explained  the  object  of  his  motion, 
and  a8ke<l  the  yeas  and  nays,  ivhich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  a  few  remark^  when  the 
question  being  put,  Mr.  CBAitskea'a  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  llien  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  provifo,  that  no  officer  or  soldier  on  the  Pen- 
sion iMt  shall  be  entitle>l  to  the  benefits  of  tin's  btR. 
Adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  offereil  a  proviso  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, that  no  officer,  under  this  hill,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  larger  sum  than  full  pay  of  a  Captain  of  the 
Line.  Adopted. 

Several  other  afnemlments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  BELL  tlien  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  fiill  pay,"  and  inserting  instead,  "  half  pay  i**  on 
which,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VAN  BUHEN,  the  bdl  w*»  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARNARD,  it  was  ordered,  that* 
when  the  Senate  acyoure,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 


HoKDir,  Ann.  38,  1838. 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS.. 

The  resolution  submilt'.d  on  Friday  by  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON, of  Kentucky,  authorizing  the  appuiiitmcnt  of  a 
committee  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of  'the 
House  to  fix  upon  a  periud  nt  which  Congress  shall  ad- 
joam,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKTNLEY  moved  to  (ay  the  resolution  on  tlie 
table  t  which  was  negatived— 33  to  13. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  FOOT  »nd  JOHNSON,  of  Ky. 

Mr.  NOBLE  then  moved  to  l.iy  the  resolutiim  on  the 
tablet  which  w«aagn-ed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  meet 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  under  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  to  fix  the  period  nf  adjoummenr, 
and  to  sdect  the  business  to  be  acted  on;  which  was 
agreed  to— 30  to  17. 

SURVIVORS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Revohitionaty  nfliccra 
and  soldiers  was  agiun  taken  up  i  and,  having  been  flir- 
iher  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wooububt,  the  ques- 
tion occurred  on  striking  out,  and  inserting  the  amend 
ment  oftercil  by  the  cnmmittee,  as  amended  ;  which  waa 
agreed  tu  Without  a  division. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Wt}ODBURY  moved  to  strike  out  tlie  amendment 
Mr.  CaAsnLBit,  inserting  the  words,  **fbr  three  yeans 
or  durinf^  the  war,"  and  to  rvsloru  the  words  of  the 
Of  'tginal  bill. 

Mr.  WOOUBURT  explained  his  views  in  oflVriRg  tho 
mntion.  The  bill  was  confined  to  ihosc  officers  who  serv- 
ed to  the  cloy  of  the  war — and  ought  to  be  confined 
to  the  same  cIhss  of  soldiers.  A  bit!  had  been  introduced 
in  the  other  Hdukc  which  providtrd  for  the  class  of  men 
pointed  out  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.- 
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ArmiL  30,  1623.] 


CwnberlamlJIoad, 


[SBNATR. 


B«r.  CHANDLER  said  he  now  perceived  what  he  had 
not  perceived  before,  that  thit  bill  ,waa  to  be  carried 
throi^  on  ttic  principle  which  w  as  rejected  by  the  Se- 
nate formerly,  that  (here  was  a  debt  due  thcH  aol- 
dim.  He  thoii^lit  the  distinction  an'uvftirone  be- 
tween- these  nnd  other  claasea  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said;  that  this  distinction  was  made 
bjr  the  Coogresa  of  1784,  which  this  bill  was  merely 
fiulewing  up. 

Mr.  BERKiEN  made  a  few  reroarka  in  support  of  Mr. 
Vfuammumx'w,  motion  :  ur^ng  the  daim  of  the  officers 
add  soldiers  included  in  (he  original  bill,  as  founded 
on  a  contract  which  the  Soveniment  was  bound  to 
fulfil. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  ttie  yeas  and  nays  were  or. 
dercd  upon  the  motion. 

Ur.  CHAMBERS  stated  the  groimda  on  which  he 
should  vote  for  the  proposition  to  amend. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  replie<l  t»  some  renuvka  of  Mr. 
CaAJiBKBs—«nd  afters  few  obicmtioDa  from  Mr.  HAR- 
RISON, the  question  wm  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
afirmative- 

iir.  COBB  offereil  to  amend  the  bill,  by  an  additional 
KCtion,  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  four 
years*  foil  pay  of  a  Captain  to  the  representatives  of 
eaeb  of  the  deceased  officers.  The  motion  was  briefly 
explained  by  Mr.  C,  and,  after  having  been  opposed  by 
Messrs.  WOODBURY,  CHANDLER,  and  ^ERRIEN, 
and  supported  by  Hr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on  motion  of  Hr.  COBB, 
the  question  was  taken,  ami  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  then  mmed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  the  in- 
■ertion  of  «  section  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  years'  full  pay  ofa  Captain  to  the  1^1 
representatives  of  such  of  the  office rs  of  the  Revolution, 
entitled  to  half.pay  under  the  resolution  of  1784,  as  have 
died  aiiice  tlie  year  1810. 

Tbk  mot;on  was  briefly  supporto'I  by  Messrs.  COBB 
aKl  BERRIEN,  and  opposeil  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  when 
tteyestion  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  whu  nega. 

The  qtiestiun  then  occurred  on  striking  out  the  origi- 
^nal  bill,  and  inserting  the  substitute  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  as  amended. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  the  division  of  the  question, 
which,  having  been  agreed  to,  the  motion  to  strike  out 
was  i^reed  tO{  and  on  inserting,  the  yens  and  nays  be- 
ing ocUered  on  footion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  it  vta  deci- 
ded in  Uie  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateinan,  Berrien,  BouIig> 
ny.  Chambers,  Chase,  Dickersoit,  Eaton,  Hanitois 
Uayne,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  ofL^u.  Kane,  King, 
Harks,  CalrtB,  Robbing,  Rowan,  Sanfonl,  Seymour,  Sils- 
bee.  Smith,  of  Md.  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Whit^, 
Willey,  Woodbury— 28. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendriok^  Hcmnley,  Macon, 
Bideely,  Hii^les,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
WilUnis— 17. 

The  qnestinn  on  engrossing  being  then  put;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  ordereil 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rwdiiig  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YE,\S. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Batcman,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Bciuligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Diekerson,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Ha^ne,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane,  King, 
KiMgfat,  Harks,  Parri%  Robbing  Rowan,  Sanfbnl,  Sey. 
moor,  Stisbee,  Smith,  of  Md.  Thomas,  Van  Biircn.Web- 
eter.  White,  Willey,  Woodbury — 30. 

NAYS. — >lc*Kra.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  McKinley,  Slacon,  Noble, 
Rklgely»  Ruirgles,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Tazewell,  I'yler, 
Williiims.— 17. 


TnsDAT,  AraiL  39.  1838. 
[Nearly  the  whole  of  this  day's  utting  was  occupied  in 
the  discusmon  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  T.  L.  Winthrup  and  others,  Directors 
of  the  Mississippi  Land  Company  ;  the  former  of  which 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.] 

WxDiTESSAr,  Arm  30,  1S38. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  Jmn 
a  committee  from  the  other  House  for  the  purpoie  of  fix* 
ing  upon  a  time  for  the  a<ljouniment  of  the  two  Houses, 
reported  the  following  resolution  : 

Beaolved     the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Jlepresmiaiivet  of 
the  Uhiitd  Slatea  of  America  in  Congreaa  aatembled.  That 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  do  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  ' 
Monday,  the  36th  Hay  nest. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Mamtfae. 
tures,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  alleratiun  of  the 
several  acts  imponng  duties  on  import^  reported  the 
same,  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  also  laid  on  the  table  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  duties  under  the  bill  altering  tiie  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  tlie  present  rate  of 
duties. 

The  amendments  and  statement  were  then  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HARKS,  the  bill  for  the  pretervation 
and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road  (to  erect  turnpike 
gates  on  the  road)  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Rmuls  and  Canals  having 
been  agreed  to,  it  was  explained  by  Mr.  Mabiu. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  bill,  and 
read  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  a 
letter  IVom  a  nuul  contractor,  delving  the  bad  state  of 
repair  of  some  sections  of  the  road. 

Ur.  MARKS  further  supported  the  bill,  and  arg^ued 
that  the  road  would  be  ruined  if  suffart-d  long  to  remain 
in  ita  present  condition.  It  would  be  little  better  than 
to  allow  the  road  to  return  to  its  wilderness  state,  to  ne< 
l^ct  repairing  it  through  another  Winter  like  the  hut. 
Tliere  wero  three  courses  that  ini^it  be  taken.  The 
United  States  could  make  appropriations  for  the  repair 
of  the  road  ;  Ihey  could  erect  toll  gates ;  or  to  torn  over 
tite  whole  matter  to  the  Stales  in  wliich  the  road  lies.  If 
the  latter  coarse  were  pufsued,  there  was  no  certainty 
titat  the  States  would  utKlertake  to  keep  the  road  in  re- 
pair, as  they  looked  upon  the  road,  having  been  nuule  by 
tile  General  Government,  as  a  work  of  a  national  chareo- 
ter,  and  Congress  as  bound  to  provide  for  its  repairx. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  Cnngrcss 
should  allow  a  work  which  hid  cost  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  fall  into  decay  for  want  of  repair,  or  wcmttl  take 
measures  to  perpetuate  the  benefits  of  the  rottd.  It  was 
true,  that  the  work  done  last  year  was  becoming  dilapt- 
daio],  and  going  to  ruin,  while  they  were  going  on  witli 
the  other  parts  of  the  work.  There  was  no  gentleman 
present,  he'believe«t,  who  would  not  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  to  jirevent  the  road  from 
going  to  destruction.  He  knew  that  it  had  been  argued  ' 
that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  do  this  ;  but,  he  con- 
sidered, that,  as  it  had  been  decided  by  repeated  votes, 
that  Congre&s  had  the  right  (o  make  the  road,  it  couKl 
hanlly  be  maintained  that  Congresa  had  not  the  ri^t  lo 
repair  it. 

Mr.  BRANCH  objected  that  the  Senate  had  no  pnwer 
lo  originate  a  bill  for  the  levying  of  taxes 

Ur.  MARKS  replied,  that  it  was  not  the  design  of  the 
bill  to  bring  any  thing  into  the  public  cofTcni,  as  all  the 
money  colUcted  from  tolls-  would  be  expended  in  repairs 
upon  the  road. 
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SENATE.] 


Mjoummeat  of  Comgreu. 


[Max  1. 189»* 


Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  the  Iste  period  at  which  this 
bill  had  been  taken  up.  He  said  he  tielcl  in  hit  hand  a 
act  of  resolutions,  which  he  thought  would  meet  tlie  views 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lajr 
the  bill  unon  the  table  until  to  morrow,  when  his  reaotu- 
tions  would  come  up  for  consideration. 

Hr.  HARRISON  objected  to  the  reaohitions,  and  con- 
sidered that  the  tendency  of  their  introductioa  would  be 
to  retard  the  bill,  and  probably  to  postpone  it  until  next 
session . 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  this  bill  tried 
on  iia  merils ;  because,  if  it  was  rejected,  the  Senate 
would  virtually  say  that  tliey  would  vote  'money  for  the 
repair  of  the  road.  He  liad  no  choice  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  object  was  effected.  One  way  or  another  the 
road  would  doubtless  be  repahvd,  as  it  could  not  be  sup. 
posed  that  they  would  allow  all  the  expense  which  the 
poad  bad  cost  to  be  lost  for  want  of  repair. 

Mr.  MACON  thought  the  Senate  was  going  rather  loo 
fiwt.  He  rose  to  ask  the  President  whether  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  Senate  to  frame  and  act  upon  a  bill  of  this 
kind  {  whether  it  was  not  a  bill  which  ought  to  originate 
in-  the  other  House  ? 

I'he  CHAIK  observed  that  it  was  a  question  of  great 
magnitude  i  he  should  be  dewrous  of  referring  the  de- 
cision of  the  question  to  the  Senate.  Whether  the  Se- 
nate had  the  power  to  frame  such  a  bill,  under  the 
Constitution,  was  a  point  of  some  doubt  and  much  im- 
portance. 

.Mr.  KING  said  he  doubts  whether  the  Prendent  was 
competent  to  dedde  the  question,  as  it  was  a  constitu- 
tional point,  and  not  a  question  of  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  he  was  by  no  means  co- 
vetous of  the  duty  of  deciding. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  expressed  a  wish  that  the  billmi^ht 
not  be  postponed,  and  that  it  might  be  disposed  of  with- 
out a  constitutioiwl  argument.  The''con8titutionaI  ques- 
tion had  often  been  decided  by  the  Senate,  and  he  thought 
its  witation  would  be  useless  now. 

l^e  PRESIDENT  said  he  would  be  governed  by  tlie 
Senate.  The  reason  why  the  Chair  had  supposed  that 
the  question  ciime  under  the  rules  of  oriler,  was,  that 
those  rules  regulated  the  practice  of  the  body.  The  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution  to  which  it  refeired,  established 
that  certain  bilb  coul(f  not  be  framed  in  the  Senate,  and 
hence  the  Chur  was  of  opinion,  that  a  question  as  to  the 
power  given  in  this  respect,  would  come  under  the  re- 
gulation of  the  business  of  the  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  but  such  was  ids  impression. 

Mr.  BRANCH  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table  ; 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  HARRI* 
SON  wlio  made  a  few  remarks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  again  rose,  and  suted  that 
the  question  presented  a  new  point  of  order.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  that  the  decision  would  not  turn  upon  tiie  con- 
Btitutionatity  of  the  bill,  but  upon  the  practice  of  the  Se- 
nate.  He  wished  the  Senators  to  consider  the  question. 

The  motion  being  renewed  by  Hr.  BRANCH,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  should  come  up,  as  it  presented  a  new  point,  and 
as  the  constitutional  question  was  one  of  great  magnitude, 
be  would  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  or  not  it  came 
within  the  rules  of  order. 


TavBsDiT,  Ma.<  1,  18S8. 

ADJOURNMENT  OP  CONGRESS. 
The  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
from  a  committee  appoinletl  to  join  a  committee  from 
the  other  House,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  a  time 
fur  the  adjournment  of  Uie  two  Houses,  (recommendii^ 
the  26tli  May,)  was  taken  up. 


Mr.  BERRIEN  stated,  tliat  it  was  beltered  by  the 
committee  that  all  the  business  before  the  two  Houses 
might  be  transacted  previous  to  the  36lh  Hay.  It 
was  also  the  opinion  that  the  business  would  be  more 
promptly  acted  upon,  if  the  time  were  fixed  at  whidi 
the  session  should  be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  opposed  the  resolution.  There  were 
many  important  bills  m  both  Houses  yet  to  be  acted  up- 
on, which  would  probably  be  passed  over,  if  the  time 
for  adjournment  were  now  fixed  upon.  He  had  former- 
ly  seen  the  bad.  effect  of  fixing  a  day  for  adjournment. 
Bills  were  generally  passed  upon  in  a  hurried  nmnnei^ 
or  were  deferred  to  the  noKt  session.  He  was  as  anx- 
ious to  adjuuni  early  as  any  gentleman  could  be ;  Mid 
shotdd  be  willing  to  do  it  as  soon  as  tlie  bunness  of  the 
session  was  closed.  Before  that  time  he  did  not  believe 
the  People  were  deurous  tliat  Congress  should  close 
their  labors.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  un- 
til Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  BRANCH  opposed  the  motion,  ainl  aske<l  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  he  believed  there  was  a  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  which  would  take  up  neatly  all  the 
tiibe  between  this  and  the  36th  of  Hay.  Gentlemea 
must  speak  upon  it  t  and  they  would  go  on  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  week  to  week.  Well,  he  had  no  objec> 
tion  to  it.  When  the  question  was  taken,  he  would  vote 
upon  the  bill,  and  he  would  do  it  openly  and  above 
board.  He  should  not  endeavor  to  conceal  liis  opinions. 
He  was  astoni^ed  that  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 
should  oppose  the  delay,  when  his  Ocracock  prqject, 
which  had  been  a  long  time  before  the  Senate,  was  not 
yet  decided,  which  was  to  let  the  People  of  Nottii  Ca- 
rolina out  to  the  ocean.  They  say  tliey  are  ground  to 
the  dust,  and  are  in  a  suffeniig  condition,  and  yet  Con- 
gress was  to  adjourn  before  they  were  relieved,  and 
Uieir  Ocracock  channel  cut  out.  What,  he  would  aak, 
was  to  become  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  ?  He  presumed 
they  were  to  hang  upon  the  willows.  And  what  was 
to  become  his  [Mr.  N.'d]  road  in  Indiana,  if  a  sudden 
adjournment  took  pltce}  He,  for  one,  d;d  not  wish  to 
be  exposed  to  the  e<litonaI  remarks,  and  the  newspaper 
paragraphs,  which  this  resolution,  if  passed,  would  give 
rise  to.  U  would  be  -satd,  that  the  moment  this  TarilT 
bill  came  up  from  the  other  House,  this  resolution  for  an 
adjournment  was  presented  f  and  that  it  was  done  to. 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill,  while  some  long  mndect 
member  spun  out  the  session  to  its  close. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky-,  called  Mr.  Noblx  to  order. 
He  thought  the  gentleman's  languaffe  indeeorous.  I  will 
not,  said  Mr.  J.,  sit  in  my  seal,  and  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  speak  of  Senators  as  long  winded.  It  is  not 
fit  language  to  be  used  here.  I,  for  mjiself,  will  not  be  de- 
nounced 08  speaking  to  delay  the  business  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NOBLE  requested  the  gentleman  to  reduce  the 
words  to  writing  at  which  be  hod  taken  offence. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  sent  to  the  Preai. 
dent,  who  stated  the  expressions  objected  to  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  were,  **  denouncing  Senators  as 
long  winded,  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  buuneas  of  the 
Senate,  and  attempting  to  speak  down  the  TarifT  and 
other  bills." 

The  CHAUt  said,  he  would  decide  on  the  question  of 
order,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  objected  to  the 
correctness  of  the  words. 

Mr.  NOOLR  said,  he  did  object  to  the  correctness  of 
the  words.  If  he  was  allowed  to  speak,  he  would  state* 
that  he  had  spoken  only  of  .the  effects  of  passing  the  re- 
Bohitinn,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  would  go  forth'  to  the 
People  through  the  newspapers.  He  had  referred  to  no 
Senator,  and  had  accuaed  no  one  of  making  loiu"  wind* 

j  ed  speeches,  but  had  only  supposed  what  would  oe  said 

I  in  relation  to  the  measure. 
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Mat  1,  1898.} 


Cumberland  Boad. 


[SENATE. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  oF  Kentucky,  said,  he  wouki  with- 
dnw  tiU  motion  to  call  to  order,  and  wai  hapny  that  he 
bad  miiundentood  the  Temirks  of  the  gentleman  from 
iMliana. 

The  CHAin  aud,  that  be  did  not  undentand  the  Se- 
nator from  Indiara  in  tbe  sense  in  which  his  remarks 
were  tak«n  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  under- 
stood . those  remarks  as  applyinf;  to  the  effect  of  the  re- 
lolation,  and  not  as  directed  to  Senators- 

Mr.  NOBLR  further  explained.  He  supposed  that 
the  editors  and  political  parties  might  make  use  of  the 
defeat  of  the  TariflT  bill,  siiould  it  not  pais,  to  say  that 
the  long  winded  apeedies  bad  put  down  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  BRANCH  made  a  few  rcmuks. 

Mr.  D1CKBBSON  expresMd  a  belieT  that  tbe  hnA- 
nesa  could  be  transacted  before  the  3Gth  of  Hay.  He 
did  not  think,  howeTer,  that  Uie  resolution  need  be  act- 
ed upon  for  a  few  days. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  to  Wed- 
nesday next,  and  was  decided  in  the  affimiative. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

71ie  fbltowing  resolutions,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
BENTON,  were  considered : 

"Setohed,  That  no  rirlit  of  soil  or  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  ground  on  which  the  Ctimberiand  Road  runs,  was 
acquired  by  the  United  States,  by  ihe  acU  of  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  granting  their  consent  to  the 
lading  of  said  road. 

"Retained,  That  it  is  not  expedient  fur  the  United 
States  to  exercise  a  permanent  superintending  care  over 
the  repair  and  preservation  of  the  roatls  made  by  it  with- 
in tbe  limits  of  the  different  States. 

"Mnt^ved,  That  the  repair  and  preservation  of  the 
Cumberland  Road,  and  of  all  other  roads  made,  or  to  be 
made,  under  the  withority  of  the  United  SUtes,  be  left 
to  the  States  through  which  the  same  may  past." 

The  resohitions  having  been  read  : 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  suggested  to  the  mover  (Hr. 
BairroK)  that  the  resolutions  being  of  an  abstract  char- 
acter, and  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical  results,  and 
the  session  bein^  now  far  advanced,  it  wag  better  to  post 
pone  their  considermtion,  and  proceed  with  the  bill  for 
mctiw  toll  gttes  on  the  road  to  which  the  reaolutions  re- 

Mr.  BENTON  answered,  tliat  the  resolutions  were  not 
of  an  abstract-character;  that  they  were  intended  to  set 
tie  great  questions — questions  which  bad  agitated  Con 
grcss  for  seven  years,  and  were  again  to  agitate  it  in  the 
diMiusion  of  the  bill,  to  which.tbe  Senator  from  Mar}  land, 
(Mr.  Sam,]  had  called  his  attention.  These  questions 
ought  to  be  settled,  and  no  vote  which  Congress  could 
upon  the  bill  would  settle  them.  The  experience 
of  wren  years  proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  At  the 
nine  time  it  was  dn^  to  the  States  through  which  the 
road  passes,  it  waadue  to  the  Uidted  SUte^  it  was  due 
to  tbe  Congress  itself,  to  settle  th^  questions  which  his 
reaolutionB  presented.  Tbe  end  and  object  of  them  was 
to  fix  upon  the  authority  which  was  to  be  charged  with 
the  carc^  repur,  and  preservation  of  thiimad.  Tbis  was 
a  veiy  Cerent  question  fWnn  the  question  of  making  the 
road,  and  tbe  sooner  it  was  known  whose  buslnen  it  wss 
to  take  care  of  the  road,  the  better  for  all  parlies  concern 
ed  ;  for  while  tbe  States  were  waiting  for  Congress  to  do 
it,  and  Congress  was  waiting  for  the  SUtes,  or  the  people 
of  the  vicinage  to  do  it,  the  road  itself  was  going  to  ruin  t 
aad  injuries  upon  which  a  few  dajrs  work  timely  qmUed,  or 
a  few  dollars  timely  expended,  woukl  have  checked  and 
prevented,  afterwards  required,  as  our  statute  book 
would  prove,  some  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  repair.  He 
eould  not,  therefore,  consistently  with  his  seiiscof  duty  to 
the  miblic,  yield  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator'  from 
MarylandfiHr.  SinTa,1plauMb!e  as  that  suggestion  seem 


ed  tobe,  respectable  as  the  source  was  from  which  it  came* 
and  anxious  as  he  was  to  give  renewed  evidences  of  bis 
respect  for  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  by  pobficly  de- 
ferring to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  an  argument  of  great  length  and 
research  In  support  of  his  resolutions,  the  intrinsic  inter- 
est of  which  miglit  deserve  an  ample  report,  but 
which  nothing  but  the  general  outline  and  essential  sub- 
stance, can  here  be  attempted. 

He  sat  out  with  giving  something  like  his  creed  on  tlie 
road,  making  power  of  the  Federal  Oovernment.,Be  was 
in  fovor  of  the  exercise  of  the  ^ower — with  some  qualifi- 
cations which  he  would  menttoo,  but  he  could  not  give 
that  proof  of  his  adiiesion  to  the  cause  which  tbe  uuraa 
of  the  party  seemed  to  demand,  namely,  a  bHnd  and 
fiinatical  support  of  every  bill,  no  matter  huw  got  up,  or 
how  got  in,  which  had  the  word  **  road"  or  "  canal"  in 
it.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  federal  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals  of  national  importance,  such  as  where  designat- 
ed by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  report  of  1807,  and  such  as  he 
(Mr.  B. )  himself  had  specinied  in  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  survey  bill  of  1824,  and  which  lUd  not  exceed 
eiglit  or  ten  in  number,  and  were  so  eminent^  national 
as  to  preclude  all  dispute,  or  difference  of  opimon,  upon 
the  point.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
Vuch  roads  and  canab  by  the  Federal  Government,-  pro- 
vided tbe  States  through  which  they  would  pass,  assent* 
ed  to  it,  as  Maryland,  Vuvinia,  and  Pennqrlvania,  assent- 
ed to  the  construction  of  tbe  Cumberland  road  wttbin 
theiritmits,  by  legislative  acts  in  tiie  years  1806—7 1  not 
that  be  entertained  any  opinion  that  the  assent  of  a 
State  could  confer  a  power  upon  Congress,  nut  derived 
from  the  Constitution  ;  but  because  it  was  decent  and  be- 
coming to  consult  tlie  wishes  of  the  State  in  all  such 
cases,  because  lis  assent  would  do  away  all  that  class  oT 
objections  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  which  were 
fiaunded  upon  a  real  or  supposed  violation  of  State  sover- 
eignly, and  a  real  or  supposed  vioJatiun  of  ktate  terri. 
tory. 

Having  hniahed  what  he  called  his  creed,  Mr.  B.  gave 
a  liistory  of  his  first  acquaintance  with  the  ^te  bill,  which 
was  now  again  before  the  Senate,  and  of  his  first  vote  up- 
on it.  This  acquaintance  was  muie  in  the  sesMon  <A  1S31 
— 3,  being  the  first  session  of  his  service  in  tbe  Senate. 
The  bin  came  up  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  went  through  the  Senate  with  little  orno  discusnon. 
All,  or  almost  all,  seemed  to  be  for  it.  Neither  constitu* 
tional  barrien,  nor  objections  of  inconvenience  or 
inexpediency,  ruse  up  to  impede  -or  arrest  its  progress. 
Many  such  barriers  rnd  objections  rose  up  in  his  (Mr.  B's) 
mind  ;  but  he  recollected  Uiat  he  was  the  youngest  Sen- 
ator from  the  youngest  State  in  the  Union  t  that  he  had 
just  |fot  in  after  a  urd  struggle  to  keep  him  out  {  and  be 
considered  it  neither  decent  nor  becoming  in  him,  thus 
fresh  from  the  prairies  of  Missouri,  to  harangue  the  con- 
script fathers  t4  tbe  republic  upon  constitutional  law. 
So  no  said  nothing.  Others  said  but  little.  Tbe  bill 
a-as  put  to  the  vote.  The  vote  waa  -taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  He  found  himself  to  be  the  first  to  say  nay,  and 
among  the  few  to  say  nay;  for  when  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, only  seven  votes  were  found  in  tbe  negative  t 
but  that  seven  comprehended  tbe  voices  of  Magoit,  of 
North  Carolina,  Smitb  and  Gailuro,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Walxkr,  of  Alabama ;  a  gentleman,  unhappily  too 
short  a  time  a  member  of  this  body,  too  short  a  time  a 
tenant  of  tbis  life,  to  permit  hia  moral  and  intellectual 
worUi  to  be  known  to  the  worid  as  tiiey  were  knovm  to 
bis  intimate  aequainuncea  and  affectionate  friends.* 
The  bill  floated  through  the  Senate,  aa  it  had  don* 
Uirougb  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  upon  the  swelling 

*  Tlw  names  of  tbe  vrtnle  stftn  ■man,  MaMs  and  Siokcs,  tit 
N.  C.  Smith  and  OsUhiri,  of  8.  C.  Walter  aad  Klar*  of  lis.  and 
BrotOB,  vf  Uiismiri. 
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tide  ef  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  went  up  ta  tbe 
Frcaident,  Mr.  Uonroe,  to  receive  Uie  Bnal  toucii  in  tbe 
'  impress  of  bis  ajiprob&dOn.  But  here  it  was  destined  to 
deceive  its  firsi  blieck,  ami,  aa  it  turned  out,  its  deatli 
blow.  Instead  of  the  Preudent's  ap)iroval,  it  received 
hit  veto— was  returned  to  tbe  House  in  which  it  bad 
originated  wiili  his  tibjeclions  annexed ;  and,  on  i«  con- 
sideration. Fell  to  the  ground  {  receiving,  on  this  second 
trial  not  even  a  >impTe  majority  of  the  votes,  instead  of 
the  majority  of  two  thu^  wnicb  the  emergency  required, 
fio  much,  said  Mr.  B.  formy  first  acquaintance  with  this 
Gate  bill,  and  first  vote  upon  it  t  a  piece  of  history  rather 
personal  for  the  occasion,  but  excusable  in  times  when 
eveiy  man  that  failed  to  vote  for  every  bill  that  had  tlie 
word  *<  road"  or  *'  ctmal"  in  it  was  denounced  for  **  an  un- 
princaph^  and  fiuilious  oppositioa  to  tlie  preaent  admin- 
labaikm." 

Mr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  early  period  at  which  the 
Gate  bill,  now  before  tl.e  Seuate,  had  been  brought  in, 
the  long  time  it  Itad  lain  on  the  table,  ai)d  the  suddenness 
of  its  resurrection  in  the  forenoon  of  yesterday.  It  had 
been  brought  in  at  tbe  ver>'  commencement  of  the  session, 
had  lain  on  the  table  an  hundred  days— about  as  long  as 
Napoleon  reigned  the  second  time  in  France,  and  called 
up  at  a  time  when  he  was  looking  for  a  OiiTerent  subject. 
While  it  wa&  reading  he  had  to  consider  and  determina 
in  what  form  to  oppose  it  ;  and  the  result  of  his  delibera- 
tioos  was,  the  submission  of  llie  resolutions  now  on  the 
table.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  to  reject  the  bill  would 
settle  nothing  %  to  pass  it  would  acttle  nothing  {  either 
vote  would  b  e  the  deciuun  of  an  individual  case,  depend- 
ing upon  its  own  circiimsUnccs,  and  any  number  of  bills 
could  be  brought  in  afterwards,  depending  upon  new  cir- 
cuiwtanccs,  and  not  coming  within  all  the  facts  and  rea* 
•ons  of  tlie  prior  decision.  A  set  of  declaratory  resolutions, 
covering  tlie  whole  ground  of  such  hills,  seemed  to  him  to 
preaentthe  only  means  of  obtaining  such  a  decition  as  the 
occasion  requirt-d  ;  he  had  accordinely  drawn  up  the  res- 
fdutiuns  now  under  jconsideration,  ami  made  a  motion 
strictly  parliamentaty  though  it  seemed  to  be  heard  with 
aurpriae  in  some  parts  of  the  chamber — a  motion  to  post- 
pone tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  tor  one  day,  in  onter 
to  conuder  and  decide  upon  the  resolutions.  The  reso 
lotions  were  not  abstract,  as  they  had  been  called  ; 
but  were  as  practical  ua  the  bill  itself,  and  more  so, 
for  tliey  would  have  more  general  and  more  decisive 
result* ;  they  were  not  intended  to  defeat  tlie  bill  by  post- 
ponement, uor  could  tliey  have  that  efTect  ;  for  the  de- 
bate on  the  resolutions  wuuld  be  the  debate  on  the  billj 
and  the  decision  of  the  resolutions  would  be  the  decision 
of  Uie  bill.  He  could  nut  be  blamed  tor  bringing  them 
in  at  a  lute  period  of  tlie  sesuon,  for  he  had  brought  them 
in  the  first  day  that  tlw  Gate  bill,  tite  paaas^c  of  which 
they  were  intended  to  prevent,  liad  been  taken  up  fur 
discuasion. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  liisretolutiona,  andexammed  and 

supported  dicm,  one  by  one. 
The  first  resolution  asserted, 

"  That  no  right  of  soil  or  jurisdiction  over  Uie  g^und 
on  which  tbe  Cumberland  road  runs,  was  acquired  by 
the  United  States,  by  the  acU  of  Maryland,  Feuiwylvaiiia, 
and  Virginia  graniiiig  their  conient  tb  the  making  of 
saidroacT" 

The  decision  of  this  resolution  in  the  affirmative  would 
cut  up  the  Gate  bill  by  the  itwts  t  tot  these  gate^  could 
no.  be  erected  witliout  a  ri^t  to  the  soil  on  which  they 
were  to  be  placed  \  and  laws  could  not  be  made  for  their 
protection,  and  for  the  collcetion  of  toll,  without  a  right 
i>f  jurisdiction  over  tbe  aoil  as  well  as  a  right  to 
the  soil  itself.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deciaiun  of 
this  resolution  in  the  negative  wotikl  admit  the  right 
of  the  federal  govetnment,  as  own  ng  the  soil  and 
jurisdcttoii,  to  ereet  the  gates,  to  appmnt  keepcti. 


'  to  enaot  a  cchIc  of  civil  and  criminal  law  for  the  col- 
lection of  tolls,  aiKl  punishment  of  offenders,  op  to  pro- 
vide for  the  preservation  of  tbe  road  in  any  way  they 

frleased,  by  ordering  the  neighbors  to  work  upon  it,  ««• 
evying  a  county  tax  for  Iceepii^  it  in  order. 

At  this  part  of  his  speech,  Mr.  B.  went  into  an  argu* 
ment  of  conatitutifutal  niw,  cS  which  the  heads  and  main 
points  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  a  right  of  ami  within  the  limiu  oFthe  State* 
would  only  be  acquired  by  the  United  States  by  ceaion 
from  the  State,  and  then  for  the  limited  purpose  of  erect- 
ing forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  other  needful 
buildings,  and  for  the  permanent  seat  of  got-emtnent  far 
the  Union,  aa  specified  in  tlie  fedeni  constitution. 

3.  That  no  right  (^jurisdiction  cogM  be  acquired  even 
over  ground  ceded  for  such  putposes,  except  by  an  ex- 
press act  of  tbe  State  Legislature. 

3.  That  the  acts  of  Penmiylvania,  Vii|p»ia«  and  Mary- 
land, granting  their  assent  to  the  construction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  were  limited  to  the  exuressiou  of  that  a«- 
sent,  and  did  not  in  point  of  fact,  ana  could  not  in  point 
of  constitutional  poarer,  confer  any  right  of  soil  or  of 
jurisdiction  upon  the  goTcriuncnt  of  the  United  Statca. 
They  only  waived  the  trespass,  real  or  supposed,  which 
might  be  committed  in  making  the  road  without  such  as- 
sent. 

4.  That  the  act  of  making  the  road  conferred  no  such 
rights.  It  was  made  upon  conirect,  by  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  hire,  and  fur  the  use  of  the  new  States  In 
the  North  West.  Thetie  new  Sutes  stipulated  for  it  in 
their  compacts,  and  paid  a  most  unconscionable  piloc 
fori^  in  a  partial  surrender  of  their  sovereignty,  and  in 
their  agreement  not  to  Ux  the  UndsOfthe  United  Slates, 
nor  to  interfere  with  their  primary  cUsposttiun.  'l1ie  road 
when  made  was  no  more  the  properly  of  the  U  nited 
Slates,  than  a  pair  of  boots  made  tu  order,  paid  for,  and  , 
delivered,  is  the  property  of  the  maker.  Title  to  anoth* 
cr's  property  cannot  be  acquired  by  making  an  im. 
provenient  upon  it.  Lawyer*  know  this  from  their 
books  ;  men  of  common  sense  know  it  from  their  reaatm  \ 
and  if  it  were  not  so,  the  Federal  Government  might  take 
all  the  soil  and  jiiri»dict'ion  of  the  Suteai  and  Uie  rich 
might  take  all  the  Unda  of  the  poor.  If  Uiere  is  consent 
to  the  improvement,  the  consent  is  limited  to  its  object, 
and  cannot  be  extended  by  construcUon  to  a  fee  rimple 
conveyance  of  the  land  itself. 

5.  The  entire  toil  and  jurisdiction  of  a  SUte  miglit  be 
usurped  by  the  Federal  Government  under  the  power  to 
make  roads  without  iu  consent,  and  afterwarila  tu  take  to 
itdelf  the  right  of  soil  and  jurbdiciion  over  the  road. to 
made.  It  lud  only  to  mnltiply  the  number  of  its  roada, 
and  to  increase  their  breadth,  m  order  to  cover  the  entire 
superficcsof  the  State,  and  reduce  it  to  the  political  eon* 
ditioH  of  Uie  District  of  Columbw. 

6.  The  jiiriadiction  claimed  for  the  United  Slatcamer 
the  roads  made  by  tt,  must  be  either  concurrent  with  tba* 
of  the  SUte  nrcxoluMve.  To  be  concurrent,  would  be 
to  subject  the  petiple  to  a  double  set  of  ctmtradictory 
laws  and  penalties  ;  and  to  be  exckmve,  wouU  be  to 
oust  the  State  of  all  right  to  take  cogniawce  of  any  of- 
fence arising  upon  tlie  road. 

7.  The  negative  of  this  resolution,  and  tbe  paiMge  of 
Uie  Gate  Bill,  would  be  to  aubject  every  indivMhiarwho 
could  be  involved  in  anv  quarrel,  or  supposed  offence 
about  the  gates,  any-  affray  with  the  gate  keepers,  or 
chai^d  with  any  violation  or  evanon  ot  the  gate  regula- 
tions, or  non-payment  vi  toll,  to  be  aeized  by  the  Feder- 
al Marshal,  conducted  to  the  Federal  Uistrict  Court,  and 
thence  have  his  ease  sent,  by  way  of  ap]>eal,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Washington  City,  to  abide  the  deeiaton 
of  the  Federal  Judges  upon  bis  property,  life,  and  hbei^. 
Further,  it  would  subject  any  -citizen  tluit  chanced  togct 
into  an  affVay  wiUt  a  drunkcD  gate  keeper,  to  be  hungf 
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up.  like  »  dog,  for  high  trealon  gainst  the  United  States. 
Aflthiu:  The  federal  constitution  makes  it  high  treuon 
to  levy  war  againrt  the  United  States  ;  the  judges  who 
administer  the  constitution,  say  that  to  renst  a  ttatute  of 
Coiq^sa  is  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States  within 
the  meaning  of  the  constitution  i  that  the  quantum  of 
force  empl^ed  in  the  resistance  neither  diminishes  nor 
increases  the  crime ;  and  that  any  forcible  opnosittonrto 
such  a  statute,  eonstitatet  the  offence,  (Decinon  of  the 
Federal  Judges  in  the  cases  of  the  Western  insuiTection. 
3  Dallas,  4  Cranch'a  reports.  IngersoU's  abridgmeht 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  title.  Penal  laws,  note.) 
The  people  have  no  conception  of  this.  They  think  that, 
to  lerr  war  requires  an  army — **  an  army  with  banners,** 
ten%le  to  behold,  dreadful  to  encounter,  arrayed  i^nst 
the  sovereign  power  of  a  country,  and  able  to  orertdm 
that  power,  or  to  shake  it  to  its  foundations.  But  under 
the  decision  of  the  federal  Judges  a  citizen  who  should 
chastise  with  his  fiat  a  dninken  federal  gate  keeper  for 
his  insolence  in  the  coUectibn  of  toll,  mipit  be  convicted 
.  of  levying  wari^ns{t1te  United  States  within  the  mean- 
ing m  the  con«itution»  ami  hung  as  a  traitor,  unless  pub 
lie  sentiment  forced  ttie  Freisdent  to  pardon  him,  as  it  did 
to  pardon  the  citiient  condemned  by  the  federal  Judges 
about  thirty  years  ago. 

Passing  from  the  constitutional  and  legal  questions, 
Mr.B.  next  examined  the  practical  effect  of  these  toll 
gates  upon  the  commerce  of  a  State  ;  and  he  here  indulg- 
ed for  a  while  in  a  &vorite  topic,  namely,  the  cUfferenoe 
between  mere  book  learning,  and  a  knowled^  irf^  the 
people  and  their  affairs.  He  considered  it  much  more 
necessary  for  a  lawgiver  to  be  acquainted  with  the  living 
people  of  bis  own  country,,  and  their  daily  affairs,  Uian  to 
know  the  names  and  histories  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans, who  had  been  dead  two  thousand  years.  This 
brou^t  him  to  the  decUration  that  he  had  learnt  more 
ftom  a  wagoner  at  Hagcrstown,  about  the  eiqiediency 
of  setting  np  these  gates,  than  all  the  bookwomu  in  or 
out  of  Congress  could  teach  him  in  their  lives.  What 
he  had  learnt  from  the  wagoner  was  this :  that  it  took 
«xteen  dollars  to  pay  the  tolls  upon  a  six  horse  wagon, 
going  and  returning  upon  that  part  fif  this  road  which  is 
now  subject  to  toU— the  part  between  Baltimore  and  tdd 
Fort  Cumberland— about  one-third  of  the  distance  to 
Zanetville,  where  the  fond  now  temdnatet.  This  was 
the  iafbrmation.  The  use  he  made  of  It  was  this  :  that 
as  the  tolls  of  one-third  of  the  road  was  uzteen  dollars, 
•o  the  tolls  for  the  whole  distance  would  be  forty-eight 
dollars  I  and  when  this  sum  cane  to  be  added  to  the 
other  inevitable  expenses  of  horse-feed  and  horse-shoe- 
ing, ferriages,  £et,  lodging  and  drink  for  the  wagoner, 
there  woiDd  be  notUng  left  out  of  the  sale  of  a  load  of 
flour,  and  not  much  left  out  of  a  load  of  whiskey,  pork, 
or  tobacco,  for  the  farmer  or  merchant  who  sent  it  to 
market.  The  fact  was,  the  commerce  of  the  countty 
could  not  stand  the  payment  of  the  tolls  contemplated 
in  this  bill,  moderate  and  reason^le  as  they  were  in- 
tended to  be.  -  But  there  was  another  ^pcaat  of  view  in 
which  to  look  at  this  subject  i  it  was  the  abuse  to  which 
It  was  liable,  and  the  ruin  whi<^  might  be  inflicted  upon 
the  commerce  ofa  State,  within  its  hmits,  by  the  exercise 
ol  this  toll-gathering  power.  Remember  that  the  advo- 
cates of  it  claim  the  right  to  make  as  many  roads  and  ca- 
nab  as  they  please  within  the  limiu  of  any  State,  without 
the  consent  or  approbation  of  such  State,  and  that  the 
present  adnuniatralion  has  already  traced  about  seventy 
toutes  fur  such  roads  and  canals,  and  are  calUi^  ftiriiMuly 
for  fresh  brigades  of  topograplncal  en^neert,  and  a  new 
appropriation  of  $  30,000,  to  enable  them  to  trace  as 
manjr  more.  This  being  the  case,  all  the  lines  of  com- 
munication by  land  and  water,  all  the  avenues  which  lead 
froqi  the  Ulterior  of  a  State  to  its  market  towns,  may  be 
tuzed  upon  by  the  Federal  Ooremment,  officer*  station- 


ed  over  them,  tolls  imposed  to  any  amount,  and  the  trant< 
portation  of  the  produce  of  the  country  checked  and  stop- 
ped under  the  wdglit  of  this  new  burthen.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  wisely  provides  that  Congress 
shall  lay  no  tax  or  duty  on  ihe  exporU  of  any  State  t  but 
this  same  Congress  which  cannot  impose  a  ftrtlung  on  a 
Ciiigo  of  cotton,  tobaceo,  or  flour,  after  it  has  tfrrivecl  at 
the  point  of  departure  from  the  limits  of  a  SUte,  may  tax 
it  to  death  in  the  shape  erf' tolls  and  duties^  befbre  it  gete 
to  that  p<dnt  1  And  this  may  be  done  by  members  not 
coming  from  that  State,  having  no  interest  in  its  welfim, 
peradventnre,  having  a  real  or  supposed  interest  in  de« 
stroying  its  commerce,  and  not  responsible,  by  elections, 
to  the  people  thus  taxed,  oppressed,  and  ndned.  Mr.  B. 
warned  the  Senate  to  reflect  upon  the  roek  upon  which 
so  many  confederacies  had  split — the  oppression  of  the 
minority  by  the  majnclt;^  i  and  be  eameaUy  bq^;ed  them 
to  pause  in  a  career  which  might  add  Che  only  remaining 
confederacy  to  the  list. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  second  of  hb  resolutiona,  to 
wit :  That  it  was  not  expedient  for  the  Uidted  Statetto 
exercise  a  permanent  superiDtendiiw  care  over  the  ra|nir 
and  preservaUon  of  tlie  roads  made  by  it  vrithin  the  limts 
of  the  different  States. 

He  said  that  road-mendii^  was  a  very  difTerent  busineia 
from  road-makrng.  The  construction  of  a  road  really  na- 
tional, such  as  those  designated  by  Mr.  GallMin  in  his  re< 
port  of  1806  ;  such  as  those  specified  by  binwdf  in 
and  such  as  come  under  the  character  described  by  you, 
sir,  Caddressing  himself  to  the  Vice  President,  Mr.  Cal- 
Boow]  when  you  were  Secretary  of  War,  and  hadtogive 
A  practical  constniction  to  the  act  of  1834.  The  con- 
struction of  such  a  road  is  a  great  object,  wortiiy  to  en- 

Sge  the  time  and  the  deliberations  of  the  natioiui  legis- 
ure,  and  to  draw  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Union  to 
defray  the  expense  of  making  it ;  but  the  mending  of  the 
same  road,  after  it  is  once  made,  U  a  analli  bu^nfss,  de- 
manding the  presence  oC  the  local  authority  to  watch  the 
turning  up  ot  a  stone,  the  breaking  down  of  a  side-wall, 
the  washing  away  of  some  gravel  m  earth  j  and  in  w^ch 
the  prudent  maxim  emphatically  applies,  that  a  stich  in 
time  saves  nine.  Congress  cannot  do  this.  It-cannot 
watch  these  little  matters.  It  is  not  until  the  ii^jury  has 
become  excessive,  that  iU  attention  can  be  roused,  and 
then  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  forty  thousand  doHtfs  is  de- 
manded, and  has  been  granted  to  repair  mjuriea  which  a 
few  dollars  or  a  few  day's  work  from  the  neighbors  could 
tiave  prevented  in  the  beginning,  if  the  State  or  the  coun- 
ty had  cliarge  of  these  rcpdrs,  instead  of  the  national  le- 
gislature- It  was  only  on  the  3d  day  of  Mar^  1837,  that 
we  appropriated  Mrty  thousud  diulars  for  repaying  tlus 
road,  and  we  are  now  called  on  agun !  ~ 

Mr.  B.  called  on  the  friend  of  internal  improvement^ 
and  besought  them  not  to  destroy  the  sytfem  under  an 
acottmutation  of  abuses.  Tlie  present  administration  was 
doing  that  fast  enough  for  the  grief  of  its  real  friends  and 
the  joy  of  its  enemies.  They  were  desttoyii^  the  system 
under  the  prostitution  of  it  to  the  ac^tttWtion  of  a  ma- 
menUry  populari^,  in  making  a  profiisioa  of  aarreyi  ne- 
ver to  be  executed,  in  exiuting  univmal  hopes  never  to 
be  realized,  in  creating  a  vast  delusion  which  must  Mxm 
be  dispell^  and  in  the  disappointment,  disgust,  and  re- 
action which  must  foHow  the  detection  of  all  these  in^ 
positions.  The  system  could  not,  in  addition  to  all  this 
weight,  carry  the  burthen  of  the  gates,.i)r  the  e]^»ense  of 
annual  appropriations  of  money  out  of  the  pobUc  trensiuy 
to  repair  all  these  roads.  The  gates  would  be  odious  to 
a  great  part  of  the  community  for  their  unconstitutionali- 
ty :  they  would  be  deemed  odious  to  all  for  the  .expense 
they  would  impose  upon  commerce  and  upon  travellers. 
The  annual  Approptiations  out  of  the  miblie  purse  to 
mend  mads  in  a  few  favored  States,  would  be  seen  with 
indignation  by  the  people  of  other  States  who  inwded 
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their  own  roads  out  of  their  pocketB)  or  with  tlieir  own 
luinds.  They  would  not  see,  without  ritinr  iniiisl  tlie 
whole  system,  many  more  appropriations  of  9  30,000  at  • 
time,  for  objects  uo  unfit  for  federal  legislation,  and  so 
exclusively  belonging  to  the  police  of  the  county  or  of  a 
State.  Mr.  B.  had  twice  or  thrice  voted  fixr  tJiese  ap- 
propriations, but  he  (lid  it  with  a  notice  at  the  but  time 
that  he  sliould  do  it  no  more. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  mere  conse- 
quence of  the  other  two.  It  assorted  that  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  all  the  roads  made  by  Congress,  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  States  through  which  they  pass.  He  had 
uaed  the  words,  "  left  to  the  Stwtes,"  in  preference  to 
any  words  implying  a  cession,  surrender,  or  relinquish- 
ment of  any  right  <h  soil  or  jurisdiction,  because  he  held 
that  the  United  States  had  nothing  in  these  roads  to  cede, 
surrender,  or  relinquisli*  and  all  lliat  the  emergency  re- 
quired, waa  a  declaratory  resolution,  which  ahoiild  let  the 
Statea  see  that  Congress  would  hare  nothing  to  do  with 
the  repairs  of  a  road  after  it  was  once  made,  and  that  the 
State  or  county,  through  which  it  runs,  must  take  charge 
r^that  business,  and  attend  to  it  itself.  Surely  this  would 
be  no  unreasonable  burthen  thrown  upon  the  State. 
Surely  Ihe  receiver  of  a  great  gift  might  be  at  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  taking  care  of  it. 

ilr.  B.  concluded  with  declarinr  that  he  aubnutted  the 
MM^utiona  in  a  friendly  spirit  to  the  road- making  power ; 
that  be  conaidered  their  adoption  as  necessary  to  the  fur- 
ther success  of  the  system  ;  that  the  sj'stem  could  not 
carry  the  load  of  odium  which  the  setting  up  of  galea,  or 
the  further  appropriation  of  great  sums  to  the  mere  repair 
of  these  roMi,  would  bring  upon  it ;  that  a  direct  vote 
upon  his  resolutions  wu  necessary  to  dedde  a  question 
which  was  sufTeriog  ftw  decitton,  to  wit .-  whether  the  ii^ 
dividual  Statsa  or  the  Federal  Government  ahould  be 
charged  with  tlie  business  of  repairing  and  preserving 
these  roads  t  and  that  he  ahould  conwder  anv  attempt  to 
avttd  the  decision,  bj  moving  to  lay  the  resolutions  upon 
the  ^le,  or  to  p<wtpone  them,  as  an  unfortunate  attempt 
to  aroid  a  serious  question  wtiicb  must  be  me^  sooner  or 
later,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Hr.  KANE  replied  to  Mr.  Bihtoit,  and  moved  to  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  table ;  on  which  question,  the  yeas 
and  nays  harii^  been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmatire. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KATON,  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions fN  public  buildings  waa  taken  up. 

Mr.  DICKERSQN  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
the  bill  which  provided  for  the  construction  or  a  door  in 
the  wMlem  ftont  of  the  Capitol,  on  a  level  with  the  t^ 
race. 

Hr.  DtCKEBSON  aupported  his  motion  with  a  few  re- 
marks, tending  to  ahow  that  no  necessity  existed  for  such 
an  entrance,  and  that  the  appeanuice  of  the  biulding 
would  be  injured  by  it. 

Mr.  RIDGELY  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  at  length  against  the  motion,  and 
asngned  many  reasons  why  the  alteration  oug^t  to  be 
made.  He  had  last  year  opposed  the  project,  on  tlie  sup- 
poiitton  that  the  wall  of  the  building  wmild  be  iigured 
by  it  i  but  he  had  since  finmed  a  dinerent  opinion,  and 
was  convinced  that  the  improvement  might  be  wfely 
nwd^  and  would  be  altogether  eligible. 

Messrs.  DICKERSON  and  MACON  further  advocated 
the  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed  that  he  bad  opposed  this 
plan  lart  year*  but  had  since  been  convinced  of  iu  utility. 
He  believed  that  the  improvement  would  at  some  period 
be  made,  and  that  it  would  be  economy  to  pronile  for  its 
co^lction  at  the  present  time. 

Tlw  aotini  ma  then  r^ected. 


Mr.  BELL  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  with  a  view  to  the  consideration  of  the 
proviKon  giving  to  the  Commisuonerof  the  Public  Build- 
ings  certain  powers  and  duties  in  regard  to  tlie  police  of 
the  Capitol. 

This  motion  was  sustained  by  Messrs.  BEIX,  WEB- 
STER,  and  FOOT,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  EATON 
and  CHAMBERS,  and  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAUNARD  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  second 
section,  the  words  "  when  required  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  or  ihe  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings,"  so  as  to  make  the  openttioa 
of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  District,  generally,  operative 
on  offences  committed  within  tlie  Capitol  Square,  instead 
of  restricting  its  operation  to  cases  where  its  inlerposttion 
waa  required  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  woitla  proposed 
to  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS) 
DICKKRSON,  and  EATON,  and  defended  by  Messrs. 
BARNARD  and  WEBSTER,  when  it  was  nenttved. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  ordering  toe  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  agreed  to  on  a  division — 18  to  15. 

Mr.  EATON  stated  that  the  bill  was  already  engroas- 
ed,  and,  m  it  was  essential  tluit  it  should  pass  foithwilh, 
he  moved  that  the  bill  now  have  its  tiiird  reading  %  which 
beiitg  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  lime. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  >  the  yeas  and  nay* 
were  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMIl'H,  of^  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  question  being  takeii,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  ftillowing  vote  ■■ 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard'  Bateraan,  Benton,  Bouligny, 
Chamber^  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louinana,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Rug- 
gles,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Uaiylaiid,  Van  Buren. 
Webster,  White,  Williams.— 27, 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Berrien,  Chandler,  Dick- 
ersun.  Foot,  Kane,  Knight,  Macon,  Patrii^  Seymour,  Sttith. 
<^  S.  Carolina,  Tasewell,  Thomas,  Tjrler,  Willev,  Wood- 
bury.— 17. 

FairAZ,  Mat  S.  1838. 

Mr.  DICKER80N  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
be  would  ask  for  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  bilL 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  from  the  committee  on  Finance,, 
tepoited  tlie  bill  making  appropriatiims  for  Internal  Im- 

Erovements,  (wliich  had  been  returned  from  the  other 
[ouse,  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  not  having 
been  agreed  to)  and  meved  that  the  Senate  recede. 

The  question  being  put  on  receding  from  the  6rat  and 
second  (amendmenu  of  minor  import)  it  waa  agreed 
to. 

On  the  motion  to  recede  from  the  third  amendment, 
to  limit  the  surveys  under  the  appropriation  of  SO,000 
dollars,  to  those  already  commenced,  a  long  and  interest- 
ing debate  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  JOHNSTON  of 
Lou.  WEBSTER,  M'LANE,  BRANCH,  SMITH,  of  S. 
C.  CHAMBERS,  MACON,  HARIUSON,  FOOT,  and 
BENTON,  participated. 

I'hc  question  being  then  taken  on  recedii^  from  Ihe 
third  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Ben* 
ton,  Bouligny,  Chambera,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks^ 
Johnston,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Marks  Noble, 
Bobbins,  Rug^lc^  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smitb,  of  Md.  Tho- 
mas, Webster,  Willey.— 33. 

NAY6.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobh, 
Diofcerton,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  King,  HcKinlqr. 
McLane,  Maoon,  Purii^  Ridfely,  Rowan,  Sanfoid,  Sroitb. 
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of  S.  C.  Tisewell*  Tyler,  Vtn  Biiren*  Whiter  William^ 
Woodbiiry.— 34. 

Hr.  HARRISON  inove<l  to  lay  the  bill  upon  tlie  table, 
wbicb  was  negstlvecU 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  moved  to  recede  (rnm  the 
other  amendments  ;  wliicb  was  tost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'LANB  the  amendmenta  were  Itt- 
uitedon. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  SUITH,  S.  C.  U  was  ordered  that, 
when  the  Senate  aiyoum,  it  a^oum  to  Monday  next. 

HasBAX,  Mat  5,  1838. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

-On  mutMHt  of  Hr.  DICKERSON,  the  bill  to  increaie 
the  duties  on  certain  imported  articles  was  taken  up, 
and  the  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Hanaficturea,  as  follows: 

.Sec.  L(  line II.  At  the  end  thereof  insert — "Provided 
tlutt  aU  Manufactures  of  iron,  <be  duties  upon  an  equal 
qnantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  bars  and  bolt^  aliall  be  rated 
m»  roHed  iron  in  bars,  and  pay  a  duty  accordinglyi  and 
all  inm  in  slates,  bloomy  loops,  or  other  form  not  par- 
tievlarly  specified,  shall  be  rated  as  rolled  iron  in  bars  or 
bolts,  and  shall  pay  a  duty  acc<»^ngly,'*  being>  under 
CMndenition — . 

Mr.  DICKERSON  spoke  briefly  in  its  support,  and 
read  several  letters  and  documents  to  enforce  his  argu- 
ments, 

Mr.  SMITH,  uf  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Dickkb. 
s«v,  «nd  read  the  letters  of  Mr.  ElUcott  and  Mr.  McKim 
io  QorroboratioD  of  his  statement,  that  the  iron  sought  to 
be  taxed  by  the  proviso  could  not  be  obtxiited  in  this 
c«untiy.  He  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeot,  by 
excepting  "  iron  and  machinery  fur  Rail  Roads.** 

Mr.  DICKERSON  replied,  and  further  urged  tlie  pro- 
priety >  f  die  duty  propoaed  by  the  proviso. 

Ite.  SMITH,  of  Hd.  then  modified  hii  amendment  so 
a»  to  omit  *■  macbiuety.** 

.  The  qvestion  beinr  taken,  tlie  motion  to  amend  waa 
agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays— 33  to  33 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amendment  an 
Mended,  it  wu  lost,  on  a  division— 18  to  24. 

The  second  amendment  being  "Sec.  1,  line  33.  At 
the  end  thereof,  insert,  **ciirtying  knives,  tanner's  flesh- 
tsn,  hatchets,  and  hammcRi,"  was  rejected,  ou  a  division, 
30  to  35. 

The  following  amendment  having  been  explained  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  DICKERSON  :  "Sec.  2,  line  31, 
Strike  out  the  following  words  :  '<  Provided,  that,  on  all 
manuActurea  of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes,  the  ac* 
tuaJ  value  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  shall  not 
«xeeed  33i  cents  the  square  yard,  shtdl  pay  U  cenU  the 
square  >-ard  {*'  the  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion 
wuiejected. 

The  following  amendment,  "Sec.  2.  line  19.  After 
"yard"  strike  out  the  words  "  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  30  cents  on  every  square  yard," 
and  insert  "  ^11  be  deemed  to  have  coat  50  cenU  the 
square  yard,  and  be  charged  thereon  with  a  duty  of  40 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  J  Ah  June,  1839{  and 
from  that  time,  a  duty  of  45  per  centum  aid  valorem," 
was  adopted. 

The  following  amendments  were  then  considered: 
"Sec  3,  liaes  29  and  30.  After  yard,"strike  out  the 
wards  "there  ihall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  duly 
of  40  cents  on  every  square  yard,  "  and  insert,  "  ahall 
be  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dollar  the  square  yard,  and 
be  charged  thereon  with  a  duty  of  40  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem, until  the  30th  of  June,  1839i  and  from  tliat  time, 
a  duty  of  45  per  centum  ad  valorem. " 

Sec  S,  line  35.  After  "  yard,"  strike  out  the  words 
^  there  sbaU  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  du^  of 


one  dollar  on  every  square  yard,"  and  insert  **  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  cost  ^  50  the  square  yard,  and  be  charjf- 
ed  with  a  duty  thereon  of  40  per  cent  ad  valorem,  until 
the  30th  June,  1829;  and  fVom  that  time,  a  duly  of  45 
per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Sec.  2,  Une  44.  At  the  end  thereof,  insert,  "until  the 
jOth  of  June,  1829;  and  Irom  tliat  time,  a  duty  of  45  per 
csntum  ad  valorem." 

Sec  2.  line  49.  At  the  end  thereof,  insert,  "  until  the 
30th  of  June,  1829;  and  from  that  time,  a  duty  of  50  per 
centum  ad  valorem:" 

And  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays. 
TIte  following  amendment  was  then  considered: 
Sec.  2.  line  50,  At  the  end  thereof,  insert — "  and  on 
woollen  blankets,  aflier  the  30th  of  June,  1839,  40  per 
centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  DICKERSON  having  briefly  explained  the  pro* 
position,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SEYMOITR,  and  thr- question  being  taken,  it  was 
decided  as  follows-  Yeas,  23,  Nays,  33. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  CHAIR  voted  in  the  negative. 
The  amendment  to  fix  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  ready  made  clothing,  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendments  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division: 

Sec.  2,  line  57.  Afler  "patent,"  insert  "printed  orpatnt- 
edf^so  as  to  read,  "on  all  patent,  pri/ited,  or  painted 
floorcloth  carpeting,  50  cctits  per  square  yard." 

Sec  2,  line  58.  Strike  out  the  word  "  carpeting,"  so 
as  to  read,  "on  oil^clnth,  other  than  that  usually  denomi- 
nated patent  floor  clotli,  35  cents  per  sqtuireyard." 

The  amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
line  uf  the  3J  section,  ir.  these  words-.  "  And,  in  addi- 
tion  thereto,  one  lialf  cent  yearly,  until  the  same  shall 
amount  to  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard;  and 
on  all  other  manufactures  oF  flax  and  liemp,  10  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  in  addition  to  the  present  duties  on  the 
same,  "  was  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  DICKERSON,  who 
asked  the  yeas  and  naysi  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
from  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  it  was  rejected.  ^ 

The  following  amendment  was  then  coti^dered;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  PARRIS,  the  question  was  divided,  so 
ae  to  decide  first  on  striking  out — 

Sec.  3,  line  30.  Strike  out  the  wnrds  "  ten  cents,  "  and 
insert  *'  seven  cents  and  a  half,  "  so  as  to  rend,  *■  on  mo. 
lasses  seven  eeitts  and  a  half  per  gallon." 

Hr.  BOBBINS  spoke  at  considerable  length  agunst 
the  du^  upon  molasses,  as  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  and 
oppressive,  an  odious  tax  upon  a  necessary  article. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  defended  the  imposition  of  the  duty, 
and  argued  tliat  it  would  lead  to  Die  production  of  the 
article  in  the  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  advocated  the  duty  on  molasses  as  an 
indirect  cncoucagement  to  tiie  landed,  or  farming  interest. 
It  would  enable  tlie  distillers  of  the  Western  country, 
who  used  pains  to  compete  with  those  in  the  Eastern 
States,  who  distilled  li'Dm  molasses.  Among  other  re- 
marks, Mr.  B.  said  that  whiskey  was  tiie  healthiest  liquor 
that  was  drank,  as  men  were  known  who  liad  been  drunk 
upon  it  fur  forty  or  fifty  years,  while  rum  finished  its 
victims  in  eight  or  ten. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  that  he  understood  the  gentle, 
man  fh>m  Missouri  that  a  man  might  be  drunk  on  whiskey 
for  forty  years.  This  was  the  reason  why  he  would  vote 
against  the  duty,  as  he  was  in  favour  of  (hat  liquor  which 
should  soonest  despatch  the  drunkard. 

Mr-  PARRI5*exprc8sed  himself  averse  to  the  duty  on 
moliuses,  wj^ich  he  looked  upon  as  far  more  injurious  to 
Maine,  thuv  it  could  be  beneficial  to  Missouri.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  som/  details  in  relation  to  the  trade  carried  on  by 
the  State  faf  Maine  with  the  West  India  Islands,  and  con- 
tended tUjt  this  duly  would  act  as  a  death  blow  to  that 
trade. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  defended  the  measure, 
M  extending  to  the  West  Ub  share  of  the  vroteclum.  He 
did  not  consider  Uiat  the  State  of  Maine  would  suffer,  as 
Jwr  tonnage  would  be  employed  in  carryings  the  tnolatses 
ofLoaiaiaoa,  instead  ofthatof  the  We»t  Indies.  Ifthe 
bill  was  ameoded  and  sent  back  to  the  other  Hbuse,  and 
staOold  there  be  lost,  be  wished  to  know  who  would  aa. 
Mine  the  remmiibiBty. 

Mr.  PARRIS  replied  biiefly  to  Mr.  Jonmov.  He 
felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responsibility  fbr  harinj^  caused 
the  bill  to  be  lost.  Hia  conatituenta  would  be  severely 
injured  by  it.  Indeed,  had  a  measur*  been  framed  for 
tbe  express  purpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of 
the  State  of  Biiine*  it  would  not  hare  been  more  sue< 
eeasful.  As  to  a  reaponribility  of  any  other  Und  to 
which  the  nfentleman  might  allude,  he  felt  no  anxiety. 
He  miuntamed  that  Louisiana  could  not  aupply  the  West 
India  trade  in  tbe  article  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market 
for  the  productions  of  Maine- 
Mr.  BENTON  mads  some  further  remarks  in  fiivour  of 
tbepTovision. 

The  question  b«ng  then  put  on  slrikinf;  out,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr. 
DICKEBSON,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  at  tbe  SSd  line  of  the  3d  section,  to 
iiuect  "on  vermicelli  5(  per  centum,"  being  next — 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  explained  this  pn)po«tion.  The 
article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  by  some  it  might  be 
supposed.  He  mentioned  the  fact  of  a  manufacturer  in 
the  State  (tf  New  Jersey,  who  exported  targe  quantities. 

Mr.  SMITI^  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our  sou;)  in  peace. 
That  to9,  must  be  taxed.  He  wilt  think  of  taxing  the  air 
we  breathe  next.  This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  because 
there  was  a  manuftctnrer  in  New  Jersey,  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  tbe  gentlenan  said  that  be  «x- 
porfed  large  cHuntities. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
minute  and  a  half ;  and  he  intended  to  tell  a  story  instead 
of  makii^  a  qieech.  When  the  tarilT  of  1M4  was  under 
discussion  in  the  other  House,  a  gentleman,  whom  he 
did  not  then  know,  but  whom  he  afterwards  learned  was 
a  member  of  Congreas,  came  to  him  in  his  seat,  and  asked 
whether  there  were  notcaves  in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom 
aaltswere  iuund.  He,  [Mr.  B.]  answered  douhtingly — 
and  the  gentleman  said  he  had  at  home,  a  unall  nuinu- 
£wtory  (H  the  article,  and  he  argued  that  Uie  caves  in 
Missouri  and  his  manufactory  entitled  the  article  to  be 
protected.  When  tlie  genUeman  from  New  Jersey  pro- 
posed this  duty,  because  there  h^ipened  to  be  a  manu- 
nctoiy  of  vermiceiri  in  New  Jersey,  his  £Mr.  B*s1  n^nd 
recunm  to  this  circumstance,  and  he  could  not  but  ask 
wheUier  there  was  ahy  member  of  Congress  interested  in 
the  bu»nesa.' 

Mr.  DICIU1R80N  assured  Mr.  Bxbtox  that  no  member 
of  Congress  had  any  ooncan  in  the  numufactory  of  which 
ha  baa  qwken, 

Tbe  afnendiiient  was  rejected,  18  to  34. 

TOKIDAT,  Mi.T  6,  1838. 

DEPORTED  SLAVES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  other  House,  com- 
municating an  amendmentto  tbe  bill  to  provide  for  the 
aettlement  of  claims  under  the  1st  Article  offbe  Treitty 
<^Obent,  providing  that  the  commissioivibr  the  settle- 
ment ofthose  claims  should  not  continue  sRer  the  1st  of 
Sqiten^next. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Loti.  moved  to  recomiSOt  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TYLER  opposed  the  reference.  He  stated  that 
the  Commission  had  suspended  its  operations,  awaiting 
tbe  decisiun  of  Cwptm  i  and  he  h<^ed  there  would  be 


no  delay  hi  actinc  upon  tiw  bSI  i  and  aHbougb  he  bad 
no  objection  to  laying  the  bill  <m  the  table  to  alhnv  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  to  examine  it,  he  Iwped  it 
would  not  be  recommitted,  as  such  a  course  would  eaa«n> 
tiaily  delay  the  bill. 

Mr.  EATON  said  thM  the  Commissioners  h«l  stated 
that  thev  would  close  their  labors  in  August,  and  be  pi«< 
sumed  wis  amendment  was  made  confbnnable  to  that  de- 
claration. 

Mr.  VAN  BUflKN  said  a  few  words  and  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  {  which  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BitL. 

The  bill  inoeanng  the  duties  on  certain  imported  arti- 
cles was  then  taken^up,  together  with  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Kasx,  to  kiy  a  duty  on  lead  in  plgs,  bar^  or 
sheeta,  three  cents  per  pound  t  on  leaden  shot,  four  eeni* 
per  pound  \  on  red  or  white  lead,  diy  or  ground  in  i^ 
five  cents  per  pound  {  on  litharge,  and  Ind  manuftofamd 
into  pipeiL  five  eents  per  pound. 

Mr.  KJist.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  the  amaMl- 
ment. 

Mr.PARRIS  opposed  H,  and  made  aomeaMemeMa  re- 
lative to  the  amount  of  tb«  hnportationa  of  the  wtidee 
named  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BRNl'ON  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoption.  He  wnA 
he  wasa  member  of  the  Senate  in  1834.  when  tlie  exist- 
ing tariff  was  enacted,  and  was  in  fkfot  of  a  higher  duty 
upon  lead  and  its  manu&ctures  at  that  time,  but -was 
prevented  ftom  making  any  motioo  to  dtat  effect  by  the 
admonition,  often  repeated,  that  the  whole  bill  mighl  be 
lost  if  alterations  were  attempted.  That  tariff  had  been 
in  operation  four  years,  and  except  for  the  duty  on  lead, 
it  had  proved  itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  ta  the  State  of 
Missotui.  Being  again  under  reviuon,  and  heavy  duties 
proposed  on  many  articles  consumed,  but  not  manuftc- 
tured  in  Missouri,  he  considered  it  due  to  that  St«te,  and 
to  the  State  of  Illincri^  to  endeavor  to  obtain  further  pro- 
tection for  one  of  their  principal  staples,  the  artlele  of 
lead ;  and  the  amendment  now  under  consideratkm,  hav- 
ing been  well  considered  by  himself,  and  the  Senator  feom 
lihnois,  ^Mr.  Kavk,)  he  could  say  that  the  du^  on  the 
crude  article,  and  all  its  manu^ures,  was  a^iwted  upo» 
a  fun  view  of  their  relative  connexion  and  dependeoee 
on  eacb  other,  and  were  believed  to  he  feir  and  eoiaL 
The  amendment  had  a  fiirtiier  recommendation  in  inetud- 
ing  lithaige,  and  several  manufactures  of  lead,  which 
were  omitted  in  the  tariff  of  1S34,  and  left  t^en  a  door  to 
various  evasions  of  the  act. 

Mr,  B.  conndered  lead  as  one  <tf  thearticle«of  domea* 
tic  production  on  which  tbe  system  of  protecting  dutiea 
miglit  le^timately  be  carried  to  the  prohibitory  ptrfnt 
against  its  foreign  rival.  It  was  an  article  of  prune  ne- 
cessity in  tine  of  war,  absolutely  indispensable  to  our  se- 
curity and  independence  as  a  nation,  and  susceptible  of 
being  produced  at  home  to  the  full  extentof  any  possible 
demand.  He  would  not  repeat  what  eveiy  body  knew 
about  the  variety,  the  extent,  and  th<  richness  of  the  lead 
mines  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the  upper  HisiAsaip- 
pi.  It  was  sufficient  to  say  that  past  diaouveriea  authw- 
:  ized  the  belief  that  innumerable  4esh  discoveries  nay  be 
made  t  that  the  supply  of  the  artisle  will  increase  in  full 
proportion  to  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that  the  ultimate 
product  may  be  set  down  as  boundless  and  inexhaustible. 
This  being  the  fitct,  tiiere  could  be  no  valid  objectiosi  to 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  aiticle.  Tbe  amend-* 
ment,  however,  does  not  go  titat  length,  but  probably  naif 
operate  as  a  prohibitory  duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  reasons  fbr  granting  this  increased 
duty  on  learl,  were,  first,  to  secure  to  the  United  StiUea 
sn  ample,  certain,  and  regular  aupply  (rf*  an  article,  indis- 
pensablc  in  time  of  war  ;  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Mimouri  and  IBinols,  in  which  tlus  article  abounded. 
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to  meet  the  «ddilioiMl  bottheni  which  this  new  tuifT^  if 
itbecaows  law,  would  impoie  upon  them.  liCad  ftirBiab- 
oi  the  main  part  of  thete  meuw  It  will  lerre  for  remit- 
tjuioea  va  payakeot  ol  thete  weotUa  and  cotton  cooda, 
which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an  augmented  price 
bem  New  England,  and  of  course  we  should  have  aug- 
itttnted  means  of  paying  for  them.    Our  ordinuy  produc- 
time  of  com,  wheat,  pork,  beel,  whiakey  and  tobacco, 
would  be  lit  no  demand  there,  even  if  they  could  bear  the 
Bspenie  tt  tPNisportation.  as  the  preeent  conplunt  of 
New  England  agunst  old  Enj^and  is,  that  ^e  takes  no 
ptovirions  from  her,  of  course  New  England  will  take 
none  of  these  articles  I'rom  us,  and  we  must  either  pay  for 
her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver,  whicli  we  must  get  from  the 
South,  or  IB  Mien  articles  aa  wiU  bear  transportation.  Lead 
nAddiot  an  among  the  few  arttdes  produced  in  Miwm- 
ri  and  Ulinoi^  which  will  bear  tramportaton  to  New 
Eagla&d,  or  whitrfi  will  command  the  money  whidi  will 
have  to  be  carried  there  {  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy 
their  woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  it  is  but  distrUiutive  justice  that  they  should  have 
augmented  meansof  paying  for  them.  With  tbisview,  and 
to  obtain  aomethu^  Uke  the  monopc^y  of  the  American 
Market  in  fiimithing  It  with  lead,  the  Senator  from  lUinms 
(Mr.  Kxn)  and  himself  had  agreed  upon  tbe  terms  of  the 
MOendment  now  under  consioeratien.  It  specified  a  high- 
er duty  on  lead  and  shot,  than  had  been  ofFered  and  re- 
jected in  the  House  of  Representatives.   That  duQr  was 
only  50  per  cent,  on  tbe  ousting  duty ;  the  present 
aqMndmeot  proposed  100  per  cent  it  might  be  titought 
bight  but  be  could  say  that  it  was  not  too  high  for  the 
benefit  of  Missouri  aitd  lllinuisi  and  if  rejected,  there 
would  be  nothing  in  the  bill  tu  induce  him  to  vote  fu  it 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  this  occa- 
Hon,  when  lead  wss  the  subject  of  debate,  to  rectify  an 
erroneous  inference,  which  bad  Utely  been  drawn  from 
one  of  his  speeches,  by  a  Senator  from  Louisiana,  <.Mr. 
Jonnrms,)  a  speech  in  which  be,  Mr.  B.  had  suggested 
that  the  pwUe  debt  mig^t  be  paid  off  in  five  years,  and 
an  extensive  alwrttion  of  duties  be  made  at  Uiat 
time.  That  Senator  inierred,  that  tlie  duty  on  lead,  might 
be  loeluded  in  the  list  of  abolition,  and  that  he,  (Mr.  B.) 
might  do  a  great  injury  to  bis  own  State-   Mr.  B>  said, 
it  was  kind  in  that  Senator  to  undertake  to  defond  tbe 
State  of  Missouri  from  tbe  impnmdence  of  her  unme- 
Aue  TeprMontative  i  .but  a  di^t  attention  to  theiule  he 
bad  hid  down,  would  ^ew  that  there  was  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  his  super^erviceable  benevolence  i  the  in- 
ference which  he  drew,  being  not  only  without  premises, 
but  against  them,  as  would  be  seen  by  lookuig  at  the  rule. 
The  rule  was  this  :  *'  I  am  fur  abolishing  duties  in  toto,  as 
soon  ss  the  pubhe  debt  is  paid  off,  upon  ail  articles  of  prime 
neceSKty,  or  or^nwy  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  all,  or  not  made  in  sufficient  quanti^  to  merit 
national  protection  i  and  I  am  for  continuing  them  on  ar- 
ticles of  taste  and  luuny,  and  upon  such  rival  productimia 
(rf  foreign  countries  u  our  security  in  time  m  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  require  to  be  made 
at  home."  -/rbis  i\the  rule,  and  the  Senate's  error  arose 
from  his  omisnon  to  quote  the  last  half  of  it.   Uis  quou- 
lion  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  rule,  and  therefore  left 
him  unacquainted  with  the  ftct  ttiat  duties  were  to  be 
continued  u(>oii  a  certain  description  of  articles  }  that  this 
description  included  those  which  were  necessary  to  our 
safety  in  lime  of  war;  of  which  lead  is  certainly  one  ;  and 
therefore  an  article  on  which  the  duty  was  to  be  con> 
tinned. 

Me.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  mineral  district 
in  Miiaouri  was  at  present  in  a  hinguishiiig  state.  The 
goverament  had  lately  reserved  about  500,000  acres  of 
und  there,  from  sale,  making  a  desert  in  the  heart  of  the 
country  ;  the  old  Frendi  and  Spanish  claims  were  yet  un- 
BCttled  f  that  the  upper  strau  of  nuneral  waa  much  ex- 


hausted, and  the  lower  could  not  be  got  without  much 
expense,  and  eonuderable  skill  in  nunerah^  t  tiiat  many 
of  the  miners  hsd  gone  off  to  the  new  nUnea  on  the  up< 
per  Missiswppi,  and  that  the  increased  protection  which 
the  amendment  contemplated  was  essential  to  tlie  exten- 
sive  revival  of  mining  in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of 
a  large  district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  and  if  a  biUibr  the  sale  of  tbe 
reserved  lead  mines  which  he  had  introduce^  and  past- 
ed tlirough  the  Senate  in  the  fore  part  of  Uie  sesnon, 
should  succeed  in  getting  through  tlie  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Missouri  be- 
come tbe  centre  of  sn  immense  attraction,  the  theatre  of 
vast  enterprise,  tbe  seat  of  unnnmbered  maoufectoriea, 
th;  focus  of  incredible  wealth,  a  market  for  a  prodigious 
consumption  of  merchandise  and  provimoni  \  and  the 
whtde  country  be  made  to  rejcnee  in  the  profilMM  of  ben- 
efits  which  it  would  di^urte  around. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  considered  that  the  amendment 
ooght  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louiwans,  replied  to  Mr.  Bm- 
Toa.  and  explained  his  former  remarks  %  and  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  Mr.  ioBVROV. 
Mr.  ROWAN  said  that  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed du^  upon  lead,  and  as  it  was  a  weatem  product, 
and  we  might  be  supposed  on  that  account,  to  be  melm- 
ed  to  suppMt  it  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  give  some  of  tbe 
reasons,  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it 

He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that  ho-waa 
individu^  opposed  to  tbe  whole  system.  He  was 
poeed  to  the  tariff,  as  a  system  of  bounties  for  the  encour- 
agement of  ewtain  classes  of  industry.  He  constd^ed 
the  protection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of  indua- 
try,  as  a  correspondent  depression  upon  other  classes. 
Its  professed  ofcQeot  was  to  tax  one  part,  of  the  ccnnmu- 
nity  for  the  benefit  of  another.  Its  operation  is  to  impov- 
erish one  class  of  Uborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
anotbeiv-or  rather  to  taxthe  laboring,  and  more  especial- 
ly the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community,  to  enitch 
the  eapiultsts— to  increase  tbe  poverty  of  those  already 
poor,  to  enhance  tbe  wealth  of  those  already  rich— as  a 
system,  calculated  to  acceleiate  thatsUte  of  wealth,  in 
the  bands  of  tbe  few,  which  is  incompatible  with  the 
baptuness  and  liber^  of  the  many— as  a  system,  the 
tendency  of  which,  is  to  inflict  upon  the  peojple  of  tJ>^ 
country  the  poverty,  wretchcdnen,  and  vassalage,  which 
characteriKe  tbe  people  in  govenunenU  lew  fcvorable  to 
liberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  tariff  as  a  system 
of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  the  objecU  and  purposes 
of  revenue— <Hi  the  cpntraiy,  he  was  friendly  to  a  tariff 
of  that  character ;  but  when  perverted  by  tiie  ambition  of 
political  aqiirants,  and  the  Mcret  mfluencc  trf  inordinate 
cupidity,  to  purposes  individual,  and  sectional  as- 
cendancy, he  could  not  be  seduced  by  the  captivalion 
of  names,  or  terms,  however  atuacttve,  to  lend  it  his  in- 
dividual support. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  President,  said  he,  that  it  is  called  the 
American  System— named  do  not  alter  things.  There  ia 
but  one  American  System,  and  that  is  delineated  in  the 
Slate  and  Fedeml  Constitutions.  It  is  the  system  of  equal 
righUand  privileges  secured  by  the  represenutive  prin- 
ciple—a system,  whicti,  instead  of  subjecting  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  of  some  to  taxation,  in  the  view  to 
enricMotheta,  secures  to  all  the  proceeds  of  their  labor 
—exempts  all  from  taxation,  except  for  the  support  of 
the  prMecting  power  of  the  govermenl.  As  a  tax  neces- 
sary teithe  support  of  the  government,  be  would  support 
it— cdl  it  by  what  name  you  please— as  a  tax  for  any  oUi- 
er  purpose,  and  especially  fur  the  purposes  to  which  he 
had  atludcd~it  had  his  individual  reprobation,  under 
:  whoever  name  it  ought  assumt* 
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It  might,  he  obMTved,  be  inferred  from  what  he  had 
Bud,  that  he  would  vote  against  the  bilL  He  did  not 
wish  any  doubts  to  be  enterlainvd  as  to  the  vote  he 
should  give  upon  thta  measure,  or  the  reasons  which 
would  iiifluense  him  to  give  it.  He  mts  not  at  libarly,  he 
said,  to  substitute  his  individual  opinion,  for  that  of  his 
Stale.  He  wag,  he  said,  one  of  tne  organi  here,  of  a 
State,  that  had,  by  the  tarifTof  1834^  been  chained  to  the 
car  of  the  Eastern  Hanufaeturers— a  State  that  had  been 
from  that  time,  and  was  now  groaning  umler  the  pressure 
of  that  unequal  and  unjust  measure — a  measure,  from  the 
pressure'  of  which,  owing  to  the  prevailing  illusion 
throughout  the  United  States,  ^e  saw  no  hope  of  escape, 
by  a  speedy  return  to  correct  principles— and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  system,  die  is  con 
strained,  on  principles  of  self  defence,  to  avail  lienelf  of 
the  nut^^tion  which  th*is  bill  presents,  in  the  duties 
which  it  imposes  upon  foreign  hetnp,  spirits,  iron,  and  mo- 
lasses. The  hemp,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  tlie  West, 
will,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern  States,  be  encour- 
aged to  the  extent  of  the  tax  indirectly  impoeed  by  this 
bdl,  upon  tbosewhoshall  buy andconsume  them.  Those 
who  may  need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  the 
grower,  or  manufacturer  of  them,  an  increased  price  to 
the  Hmount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  like  articles 
of  foreign  growth  or  fabric  To  this  tax  upon  the  labor 
•f  the  consumer,  his  individual  opinion  was  opposed. 
But,  as  the  orgvn  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  he  fen  him- 
self bound  to  surrender  bis  indi\^diul  opinion,  and  express 
tbe  opinion  of  bis  State. 

If  upon  this,  or  any  olher  subject,  he  should  substitute 
his  own,  forthe  well  known  will  of  his  State,  he  should 
feel  that  he  had  been  faitliless  to  her  interests,  and  un- 
friendly to  the  principles  of  our  republican  institutions. 
He  had  no  doubi  but  the  people  of  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  htm,  opposed  to 
taxation  for  any  individual  or  partial  purpose— 4br  any 
purpose  btit  the  support  of  the  gorernment.  They 
would  submit  to  and  pay  any  tax  cheerfully,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  all,  but  not  to  enrich  a  few.  But  they  are  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  this  American  System,  as  it  is 
wisely  called,  to  the  condition  of  tlic  planter  whose  farm, 
fences,  and  bouaea,  are  endangered  by  fire  from  the  for- 
est. They,  like  him,  must  lire  against  the  encroaching 
fire.  The  exercise  wiU  u  not  left  them — they  are  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  dire  neceaitity.  He  must,  there- 
fore, as  their  humble  organ,  vote  for  this  bill  {  and  would, 
on  (he  same  principle,  vote  for  this  duty  on  lead,  if  he 
could  do  it  without  disparaging  hia  government.  Tut: 
mines  of  lead,  witli  the  exception  of  a  few  Spanish  grants, 
which  he  had  been  told  wrre  nearly  exhausted,  beumgcd 
to  the  United  States.  To  suppose  that  the  government  to 
whose  stren^  we  all  look  for  protection,  so  weak  aa'to 
need  protection  against  foreign  competition  in  the  manu- 
fiicture  and  sale  of  this  vulgar  metal,  was  not  he  thought 
very  respectful  to  the  government.  He  might  be  lold 
that  the  government  leases  its  mines,  and  that  the  lessees, 
and  not  the  government,  would  be  benefitted  by  this  du- 
ty. Ills  1  epiy  was,  that  when  you  raise  the  price  of  lead, 
you  raise  rciitb.  This  would  be  inevitable. .  The  competi- 
tion between  (he  lessees  would  necessaiily  produce  this  re- 
sult t  and  thus,  while  ihe  consumers  of  th  is  necessary  and 
useful  article  would  be  taxed,  the  maRufacturer  of  it  would 
not  be  benefitted.  The  tax  would  go  to  tne  government, 
and  not  to  them.  The  western  section  of  our  country  would 
not  be  benefitted.  It  would  be  unjust;  forthe  tax  thus  levi- 
ed upon  the  consumers  of  that  article,  would  be  drawn  from 
that  region  into  the  Treasury,  and  like  sll  tlie  vei^'  large 
sums,  which  under  the  tarifl'  of  1824,  and  under  tite  sales 
of  the  public  lands  have  been  drawn  from  that  quarter, 
would  be  laid  out  upon  the  seaboard.  Not  intemling,  ht- 
said,  to  ;akc  any  pari  in  tlie  discussion  of  this  bill,  he  had 
taken  this  occaaiun  to  intimate  thr  course  be  should  pur- 


sue upon  this  measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  some 
of  the  reasons  by  which  he  waa  influenced.  He  hadfbr- 
borne  to  go  into  detail.  He  had  not  attempted  to  depict 
the  evils  which  had  been  inflicted  npon  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  by  this  new  system— a  syafem  pecu- 
liar to  aristocrats  aim  to  monarchists — kinds  of  govern- 
ment to  which  it  natunUy  led,  and  to  the^  support  of 
which,  it  was  as  natural  and  necessary,  as  it  wit  alien 
from  and  abhorred  by  republics,  fie  repeated  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  his  State  was  driven  to  the  acceptance  of 
this  bill,  not  as  a  good,  which  slie  approved,  but  as  (he 
softener  of  an  evil,  from  which  slie  cannot^escape,  and 
which,  without  the  mitigation  which  it  tenders,  she  is  un- 
able to  bear. 

Hr.  BRANCH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting,  "and  on  gold  dust  37^  per  centum  ad  valnem.'* 
Mr.  UlCKEKSON  made  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to 
Mr.  RowAiT.  He  was  understood  to  contend  that  the  ob- 
jections of  that  gentleman  to  a  duty  on  lead  were  not 
valid  ones.  As  to  gold,  he  did  not  think  it  posnble  to 
keep  it  out  of  the  countiy.  It  would  be  as  eaqr  to  at- 
tempt to  *'keep  out  the  tide  with  a  nitphfbrk.**  If 
the  protection  could  be  made  efTectiial,  he  would  go 
with  the  gentleman  with  all  his  heart  But  be  thought 
it  an  improper  measure. 

Hr.  BRANCH  muntained  the  claims  of  the  manuA»- 
turers  of  gold,  over  those  »f  the  workers  in  iron,  copper* 
orlead.  Eitherofthelatterwasmotcivofitabletbangold. 

Hr.  ROWAN  replied  to  Mr.  DioKiaaov.  He  <Ud  not 
wi^  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
and  for  this  reason  should  vote  against  the  duty  on  lead. 

Hr.  MACON  made  a  few  remark^  as  was  tindentbods 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  of  Hr.  BxxiNm. 

Hr.  BRANCH  withdrew  his  motion. 

After  a  few  remarks  fh>m  Hr.  DICKER80N,  on  whose 
motion  tlie  yeaS  and  nays  were  ordered,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  amendatent  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  fixing  the  duty  upon  imp<vted  salt  at  15 
cents  on  the  bushel,  one  year  after  the  passage  of  tlie 
bill,  and  at  10  cents  at  the  end  of  two  years. 

Mr.  HARIUSON  opposed  the  amendment  It  was 
well  known  that  he  had  introduced  a  bill  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  thia  session  for  the  redaction  of  the  du^  on  im- 
ported salt ;  and  that  he  had  given  notice  in  bis  place, 
and  through  the  newspapers,  that  it  would  not  be  tdcen 
up  again  (his  year.  This  being  generally  understood  by 
the  manu&cturers  of  the  article,  he  ^  not  think  it  pro- 
per ngain  to  agitate  the  question.  He  should  thernbre 
vote  %|i^inst  the  amendment. 

The  qcestion  being  taken,  the  motion  ww  ngected.  \ 

The  bill  ws«  then  reported .  to  the  Senstei  md  the  ' 
question  being  taken  on  the  fire  first  amendments  adopt-  ' 
ed  yesterday  in  the  Committee  of  the  Wbde,  (levying  , 
duties  on  woollen  elotlis.)  ^  ' 

On  motion  of  Hr.  RUGGLES,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  qsestion  being  Uken,  it  w^  decided  in 
the  aflirmative. 

I'he  question  then  occurring  on  t)ie  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  on  clothing  ready  made,  and  the  yeas  and  nay*  be- 
ing ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH*  uf  Md.,  it  was 
decided  in  the  itfirmative. 

The  amendments  cm  carpeting.  Sic.  and  on  lead,  were 
then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a  provision 
laying  a  duty  of  33|  per  centum,  ad  valorem,  on  furs. 

Mr.  DICKEItSON  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  extent  and 
value  of  the  Northwestern  fiir  trade,  and  the  necesMty 
under  which  the  fur  traders  labored  ibr  protection  frora 
Britisli  competition. 

*  Mr.  DICKEKSON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
substituting  45  per  cent,  instead  v£  jt3^. 
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Mr.  BENTON  accepted  the  mo<li6eation. 

Mr.  DtCKEHSON  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendment, 
by  inserting  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  manu- 
factured fur  halB.  H«  observed,  that,  at  present,  furs 
were  admitted  duty  free,  and  there  was  a  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  on  imported  hata.  If  a  duly  were  laid  on  furs,  and 
the  dut^  on  hatt  remained  the  same,  the  manu&cturer 
must  give  up  making  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  whether  there  was  not,  at  pre- 
'  sent,  a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign  hats  ^ 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  great  numbers  were  still 
imported.  The  motion  was  then  rejected  on  a  divinon, 
15  to  24. 

On  Mr.  BBNTON'S  amendment,  the  yeai  and  nays 
havii^  been  ordered  on  bia  motion,  the  question  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  UICKERSON,  in  propowng  mi  amendment,  said, 
that  be  had  formerly  stated  that  there  were  two  me- 
thods of  evading  the  duties  on  iron.  The  one  was 
DUnufacturing  it  a  l^tie  above  bar  iron,  and  calling  it 
mam&etured  iron  {  the  other  was  by  ealUng  it  slabs, 
btooms,  loops,,  etc.  I'he  only  differencft  was,  that  the 
iMra  were  riiorter  and  broader.  He  had  yesterday  read 
a  letter,  which  stated  that  this  process  for  defrauding 
the  revenue,  was  now  going  on  ;  and  he  could  not  sit 
still  without  making  one  further  effort  to  prevent  the 
success  of  these  attemjjts  to  rob  the  Government  of  a 
pntion  at  the  revenue.  He  had,  thovforci  now  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  a  portion  of  the  amendment  offer- 
ed yesterday,  leaving  out  iron  in  ban  and  bolts — and 
providing  that  "all  iron  in  slabs,  blooms,  and  loops,  shall 
be  rated  as  rolled  iron,  and  shall  pay  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  EATON  signified  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
aneodnwnt.  He  had  voted  against  it  yesterday,  be> 
cause  be  thought  that  the  fKends  of  tbe  hill  would  be 
content  to  pass  it  as  it  came  Irum  the  other  House.  He 
therefore  was  averse  to  obstruct  it  by  voting  for  any 
amendment  which  sliimld  send  it  back  to  the  other  House, 
and  nin  the  risk  of  its  being  lost.  But  finding  that  other 
amendments  had  been  made,  and  that  it  must  go  back, 
he  no  longer  refrained  from  assisting  to  amend  it,  and 
should  Tot«  for  tbe  present  motion. 

Mr.  PABRtS  opposed  the  motion,  and  went  at  length 
into  the  bistoiy  cf  the  duty  on  iron  t  its  rajud  progress  t 
and  its  effects  upon  the  community.  He  also  atgued, 
from  tbe  continuid  increase  of  the  duty,  that  no  point 
could  be  foreseen  at  which  it  would  stop  j  that  the  duly 
was  at  present  sufficient  protection  to  the  manufacturer ; 
and  that  its  increase  wouU  strike  materially  at  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  the  country.  He  was,  therefore,  to- 
tally exposed  to  an  incrcaue  of  duty  im  iron,  in  whatever 
form,  iniether  it  were  m  p%s,  or  bt^  or  bloomib  or 
loops. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  diat  tbe  amendment  was  not 
to  increase  the  duty,  but  to  prevent  fVauds  on  the  re- 
venue. Aceordmg  to  tbe  leMer  from  Baltimore,  to 
wldeh  he  bad  already  aHiided,  the  manufacturer  was  de- 
ftaudad  of  the  provimons  in  his  bw,  by  the  form  in 
which  the  iron  waa  imported.  It  was  made  two  feet  in- 
stead of  eight,  in  length,  very  broad  and  flat,  and  was 
called  a  slab,  when  it  was  eflectuallv  a  bar.  The  only 
object  of  the  amendment  was  to  prevent  these  fnuds. 

Nr.  BARNARD  advocated  the  amendment.  It  was 
to  ensure  to  the  manufacturer  the  protection  which  the 
bw  designed  he  should  enjoy,  ami,  without  such  a  pro- 
vinon,  it  was  useless  to  levy  a  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. 

I'he  question  being  then  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  renewed  the  motion  to  amend,  (re- 
jected in  the  Coaunittee  of  the  Whole,}  levying  a  du^ 
on  blanketi^  of  40  per  centum,  ad  valorem. 


Mr.  BARNARD  moved  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment, by  providing  for  a  duty  of  24  per  centum  per  an- 
num, until  it  shall  amount  to  40  per  centum  ;  but,  Mr. 
DtCKsasoiT  not  consenting  to  tbe  modification,  it  was 
withdrawn  by  tlie  mover. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  Mr.  DICKER- 
SON'S  motion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows :  Yeas  33— nays  33. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  CHAIR  voted  in  the  ne- 
gative. 4 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  insert  in  the  1st  section,  line 
33,  "tanner's  knives" — on  which  he  asked  the  yeatand 
nays,  ar.d  the  question  being  put,  it  w*a  dedded  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  further  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  19tli  line  of  1st  section,  "  on 
sail-duck,  one-half  cent  per  squarfe  yard,  per  annum  un- 
til it  shall  amount  .to  134  cents." 

Mr.  SILSBEE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting  after  thd  words  "  sail-dock,**  tiie  words,  "  ex- 
cept ravens  duck."  ■  If  so  amended,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
would  vote  for  the  amendment,  otherwise  he  could  not. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbes 
was  not  in  order. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  Mr.  DicKsaseir's 
motion,  it  was  deddtsd  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SANFORD  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  4th  section,  allowing  a  drawback  on 
cordage  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp. 

This  motion,  having  been  slighUy  discussed  by  Mesnv. 
SANFORD,  WEBSTER,  and  DICKERSON,  was i^reed 
to,  without  a  division. 

Hr.  PARHIS  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the 
4th  section  which  provides  that  "no  drawback  shall 
hereafter  be  allowed  on  spirituous  liquors  manufactured 
from  molasses." 

On  this  motion  a  long  and  animated  disciistion  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  PARRIS,  SMITH,  of  Maryland, 
WEBSTER,  SILSBEE,  SANFORD,  EATON,  FOOT, 
ROWAN,  HARRISON,  and  BENTON,  participated. 

WiBXBSSAZ,  Hat  r,  1828. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
A  message  from  the  other  House  was  taken  up,  relative 
to  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Im- 
provement. 

Mr.  H'LANE  moved  to  eoncur,  and  to  appoint  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  He  observed  that  be 
thought  an  arrangement  might  be  made,  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

The  Senate  having  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Conference  on  their  part,  a  ballot  was  then 
taken,  and  Messrs.  M'Laitx,  Tizkwzll  and  SAsrona 
were  appmnted  the  Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  the  Atyoumment 
was  taken  up. 

Hr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  i  which 
was  lost— 19  to  30. 

Mr.  NOBLE  opposed  the  present  consideration  of  the 
resolution.  He  was  as  anxious  to  go  home  as  any  other 
member  t  but  be  wished  that  the  business  which  ought 
to  be  done  should  first  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  by  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  his  motion  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  other  House,  inform, 
ing  the  Senate  that  they  had  passed  a  resolution  fix- 
ing the  time  of  the  acyoumment  at  the  36ih  May,  and 
mmng  the  concarrence  of  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  BEKRIEN  aaid,  he  presumed  the  Senator  from 
Alibraoa  would  see  the  propriety  of  not  pressing  his  mo- 
tion. He  wished  the  resolution  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
cvprewed  an  opinion  that  all  the  essential  business  of  the 
Senate  oould  be  transacted  previous  to  the  36th  May. 

Mr.  STN'f)  oHserred,  that  the  BeAator  from  Qeorgia 
Tnisconceived  him.  The  reseletibn  now  before  tttt  Sen- 
ate was  a  jmnt  one,  and  must  go  to  the  other  House  Vbr 
concurrence,  and  if  acted  on,  would  pass  the  other  on  tta 
way.  He  wished  that  it  mirht  be  laid  on  the  table,  so 
thi^  the  mesnge  just  reaeiTca  from  the  other  House  might 
be  teken  up. 

Mr.  K.  then  fenewed  the  motion  to  Iky  on  the  table* 

which  was  i^reed  to. 
The  message  from  the  other  House  was  then  taken  up, 
Mr.  NOBLE  moved  to  lay  it  en  the  table  t  on  which 

the  yems  and  twys  were  "ordOvd,  and  the  quertion  was 

decided  in  the  ftfSrmative. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  bill  nwking  alterations  in  the  several  acta  levying 
dnties  on  imported  articles,  was  then  taken  up  as  the  uu 
fiiu^cd  business,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment 
offered  Mr.  Pabbii^  to  retun  the  drawback  on  spirits 
dntUled  in  tbii  country  thnn  article!  brought  from  abroad. 
On  this  question,  Messrs.  HARKS,  MACON,  VAN  BU- 
REN,  WEBSTER.  BRANCH,  BARNARD,  WOOD- 
BURY, SMITH,  of  Md.  and  ROWAN,  took  part.  The 
question  being  then  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  duty  of  10  cents  per  gallon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  nwtion  of  Mr. 
RoBBiHB,  and  decided  In  the  negative. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  moved  to  strike  out  the  1st  of 
June,  and  insert  1st  day  of  September. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs. 
DICKERSON,  SMITH,  of  Md.  and  HARRISON,  took 
part,  when  the  motion  was  rejected. 


TuBSBAT,  Mat  8th»  1838. 
DEPORTED  SLAVES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  'ITLER,  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims 
of  individuals  to  slaves,  provided  for  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  TYLER  explained  the  bill,  and  moved  tiiat  the 
Senate  concur  in  tlie  amendments  adopted  by  the  House. 
He  observed,  that  the  bill  had  been  passed  in  the  Senate 
without  any  consultation  of  the  ConimisMonm,  and  the 
time  had  been  fixed  for  the  conoluuon  of  the  commisMon 
at  the  30th  November.  The  bill  bad  grown  out  ot  the 
desire  of  certain  claimants,  who  had  received  three-fourths 
of  their  claims^  to  be  allowed  to  take  farther  testimony 
against  other  claimants,  (known  as  the  Chesapeake  claim- 
ants.) In  the  other  House,  s  letter.bad  been  addressed 
to  tfie  Commisaionera,  and  their  answer,  (wtuch  Mr.  T. 
read)  gave  the  opinion  that  the  labors  of  the  commission 
could  be  concluded  4:y  the  middle  of  August,  lite  1st 
of  September  was  therefore  fixed  on.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  assent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Lou.  said,  that  he  would  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  in  the  dnpe  in  a  pro- 
viso, which  he  hoped  the  Senator  from  Vimnia  woald 
be  disposed  to  accept  The  Georgia  and  Louuiatw  claim- 
ants, aRhough  desiring  a  longer  period,  would  assent  to 
fixing  the  termination  of  the  Commission  at  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, if  this  proviso  were  granted.  He  then  offered 
proviso,  authorising  the  filing  of  the  depowtinn  of 


any  person  which  miy  be  handed  in  before  the  1st  of 
June. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  TYLER,  who  said, 
that,  if  tiito  amendnient  were  adopted,  the  Board  would 
proceed  in  the  decMon  of  no  cue  until  after  ttie  1st  (tf 


July.  If  it  were  not  a^pted,  they  would  proceed  imme- 
diately to  decide  upon  such  cases  as  were  before  them. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  his 
moflon. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  oppoied  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  operate  as  a  dictation  to  the  Commission,  a 
form  of  receiving  testimony  which  it  was  not  the  pravinee 
of  Congress  to  make,  and  would  orarule  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  COBB  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  asked  whether  the  Cbesapeak« 
claimants  were  on  the  definitive  list  * 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  that  tbey  were. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  then  went  into  a  detailed  argument  in 
&var  of  the  proviso,  and  maintained  the  justice  of  gra«t- 
ing  to  the  Georgia  and  Louisiana  claimants.  He  disa> 
greed  with  Mr.  Tabbwzi.k  in  the  idea  that  this  proviso 
would  dictate  to  the  Commisnon  any  form  trf"  taking  evi- 
dence. It  would  only  direct  them  to  take  further  evi- 
dence until  July,  in  the  same  form  as  had  been  estabUah- 
ed  by  the  Commissioners  themselves.  The  bill,  as  it  waa 
passed  by  the  Senate,  would  have  enabled  the  churaants 
to  seek  evidence  beyond  the  Atlantic.  This  would  only 
allow  them  to  obtain  such  testimony  as  could  be  obtained 
in  this  country.  But  if  the  bill  was  to  paas  with  an  un* 
deratanding  that  no  further  evidence  was  to  be  Iwacdf  it 
would  operate  as  an  exclunon  t&  the  Gcoi^a  and  Louw- 
ana  claimants.  This  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  then, 
which  he  could  not  consent  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON,  the  bill  was  then  bud 
on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  several  acta  levyiiw 
duties  on  imported  goods  was  taken  up  ;  and  an  amend- 
ment, ofTered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  to  la^ 
duly  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  Aeathing  copper,  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  for  the  reading  of  a  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Baltimore  on  this  subject  i  which  was  read. 
Its  purport  was  to  ask  a  duty  on  sheathing  copper,  as  the 
crude  copper  of  South-America  oould  be  manufacture 
into  sheathing  copper  adnntageous^  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  said,  Uiat  brazier^  copper  paid 
now  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound.  When  he  was  for-  ^ 
merly  in  the  other  House,  sheathing  copper  waa  declared 
free  of  duty.  It  was  duty  free  at  present,  yet  it  could  be 
made  advantageously  here.  On  receiving  this  memorial, 
be  wrote  to  the  manufacturers,  inquiring  as  to  the  eQject 
of  the  duty  asked  fbr,  and  they  replied  they  were  not  pe- 
culiariy  anuous  upon  the  subject.  We  export  large 
quantities  of  cotton  goods  and  Windsor  chairs  to  Lima, 
and  our  only  returns  are  in  silver  and  crude  copper,  and 
by  far  the  lawest  amount  is  in  the  latter.  When  they 
bring  it  to  this  country,  they  get  only  the  trade  of  the 
brazier.  If  they  could  supply  also  tiieshealbingcopper, 
it  would  be  advuitageous  to  our  commerce,  as  it  would 
extend  the  trade.  The  American  oopper  was  the  best  ( 
there  being  a  portion  of  iron  inthe  Polish  copper,  which 
caused  little  holes  in  the  sheathing,  and  injured  the  bot- 
toms of  vessels.  He  was.  therefore,  desirous  that  this 
duty  should  be  imposed. 

Mr.  PARRIS  said  that  he  could  not  feel  that  he  had 
diseha^ed  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  without  aialune 
one  more  eflRut,  however  fruitless  it  might  prove,  to  rid 
the  bill  of  some  ot  iU  most  objectionable  features.  The 
great  interests  of  the  State  in  which  he  resided  were  at 
stake— interests  wluch  cannot  be  touched  without  affect- 
ing in  some  degree  the  whole  of  that  community  which 
cannot  bear  the  heavy  band  of  Government,  to  the  extent 
now  proposed,  without  serious  and  Irrepnable  injuy. 
He,  tlimfore,  aga'm  «sked  the  indulgence' of  the  Senate 
while  lie  would  eowider  Ac  extent,  the  naturob  and  nu^ 
nitude  of  tbMC  inteKst^the  muwer  in  wUcb  tfaeir  ope> 
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rations  are  carried  on,  their  importance  to  tl>e  country, 
and  the  hazard  to  which  they  wouhl  be  aubjected,  if  the 
measure  should  succeed  in  its  present  (onn. 

Hj  intention  is,  sai<l  Mr.  P.,  <o  state  fiucts,  incontr-)ver- 
tible  focts,  witli  the  hope  tliat »  consideration  or  the  great 
and  manifest  inequality  of  this  measure  will  induce  to 
some  modification  more  consonant  4o  just  principles  tnd 
the  interests  of  tike  country. 

When  the  additional  duty  on  molasses  was  under  con- 
fideration  the  Other  day,  I  spoke  at  some  length  of  the 
West  India  trade — of  its  vast  importance  to  the  country, 
to  the  coDsumer,  to  the  lumberman,  to  the  manufacturer 
of  lumber,  to  the  fisherman,  and  to  those  who  btirter  the 
productions  of  our  own  soil  for  this  article  of  foreign 
growth.  I  estimated  the  number  of  persons,  and  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  carryinj^  on  tliis  trade,  and 
1  then  asserted,  and  now  repeat,  that  if  we  gu  on  impos- 
ing restiictions  as  we  have  dune,  and  are  now  doing,  ere 
long  we  shall  nut  be  able  to  spread  a  sail  in  tlie  West  In- 
dia seas. 

We  have  already  lost  the  direct .  tratle  lo  the  British 
Islands.  I  impute  no  blame  to  the  Government  for  that 
loa*— bntlffc  have  luatH — it  is  gone,  and  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  its  being  regained.  l*he  operation  has  been  to 
thrww  tlie  trade,  which  before  was  carried  on  with  the 
Brilisli  islands,  into  qur  markets  in  the  other  islands,  mid 
they  have  thereby  been  glutted.  This  is  the  natural  ef- 
fect of  the  measure  ;  it  was  foreseen,  it  was  expected, 
and  the  consequence  is  a  diminution  of  the  value  of  our 
exports  in  the  foreign  market.  So  say  our  merchants  ; 
such  unquestionably  is  the  fuct.  I  say  no  more  upon  this 
diversion  of  trade,  except  that  in  connexion  with  the  ob* 
structiuns  about  to  be  thrown  upon  the  trade  with  the 
Spanish  istends,  by  the  increased  duty  on  molasses,  it 
must  fall  with  sev(.-rity  upon  our  navigating  interest.  If 
this  bill  answer  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  its  opera- 
tion upon  navigation  will  be  injurioua  m  another  direc- 
tion. 

The  whole  trade  of  Ihii  country,  or  nearly  so,  except 
with  Chins,  is  fttunded  upon  barter ;  the  exchange  of  uur 
own  produce,  tlie  growth  of  our  soil,  or  the  result  of  uur 
labor  for  the  production  of  other  countries.  In  propor- 
tion as  this  tmdeofbarterand  exchange  shall  be  diminish- 
ed, our  vetsela  will  necessurily  be  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  our  sailors  be  turned  fram  their  accustomed 
pursuits,  or  compelled  to  follow  those  pursuits  elsewhere. 
There  are  various  items  in  this  bill  calculated  to  produce 
these  efiectit.  Such  is  the  increased  duty  on  molasses, 
bearing  on  the  West  India  trade.  Such  is  the  increased 
duty  upon  iron  and  hemp,  bearing  on  the  trade  in  the 
Baltic.  1  lay  it  down  as  a  puatulatum,  that  if  we  would 
sell,  we  must  buy — if  we  would  export,  we  must  import 
— uul  tliat,  if  by  increased  duties,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner, either  dnect  or  indirect,  wc  dimiaish  imports,  we 
thereby  diminish  our  exports.  No  nation  will  tind  trade 
advantageous  with  us,  unless  we  take  their  products. 
We  cannot  carry  on  trade  to  advantage  with  other  na- 
tions, unless  they  will  take  ours.  Now,  sir,  the  effect  of 
the  increased  duty  on  molasses  will  be  materially  to  di- 
minish the  importation  bf  tliat  article.  It  cannot  be  in- 
troduced with  any  phifit  under  the  proposed  tariff.  I'he 
avowed  object  is  to  diminish  it,  and  to  make  way  for  the 
molasses  of  the  Southern,  and  the  whiskey  of  the  Middle 
aiKl  Western  States.  What  then  must  be  the  effect  ?— 
Who  will  purchase  our  lumber  and  our  fish  ?  Who  will 
purchase  all  Uie  various  commodities  which  we  now  ex- 
change for  that  article  ?  The  Islanders  will  not,  unless 
we  take  their  molasses  in  payment.  Will  our  neighbors 
of  the  South  and  West  become  the  parchasen  *  Ceruin. 
ly  not :  they  will  have  no  market  fbr  an  additional  supply 
of  our  produce.  They  cannot  send  it  to  the  islands  so 
advantageously  as  we  can  i  they  cannot  consume  it  at 
home.  The  effect,  the  necessary  and  inevitable  effect, 
Yoi.  IV— 4T 


so  far  03  it  bears  upon  mvigation,  will  be  to  diminish 
both  wa  exports  and  our  imports.  Our  lumber  must  re- 
main in  the  forests,  and  our  nshermen  be  withdrawn  ftom 
the  banks. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  frets 
showing  the  importance  of  this  trade  to  die  tonnage  in- 
terest of  the  country.  The  anntul  importation  of  molas> 
ses  into  the  United  States  does  not  materially  vaiv  from 
fourteen  nuHions  of  gallons  t  more  than  hairof  which  it 
from  Cuba.  As  our  trade  Is  greater  with  that  than  with 
either  of  the  other  West  India  Islands,  I  will  exhibit  in  as 
few  words  as  possible,  the  quantity  and  value  of  some  of 
our  principal  exports  to,  and  imports  from  that  island,  to< 
getherwith  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed.  Doringtbe 
last  year  of  which  we  have  any  retun>s,  we  imported  fVom 
Cuba  7,383,000  gallons  of  molasses^  valued  at  that  isUnd 
at  $  1,343,000.  We  imported  from  the  same  island,  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  1 8,233,000  potinds  of  coffee,  valued 
there  at  f  1,837,000,  and  also  44,397,000  pounds  of  su- 
gar, valued  there  at  12,857,000.  The  a^^vgate  value 
of  these  three  articles,  imported  in  one  year,  as  estimated 
at  the  place  of  shipment,  exceeds  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. How  did  we  pay  for  them  ^  Partly  in  the  produc- 
lions  of  our  own  country,  and  partly  in  the  produce  of 
other  countries  purchased  witli  the  productions  of  our 
own.  During  the  same  period  we  sliipped  to  Cuba  our 
own  product,  our  lumber,  fish,  oil,  naval  stores,  beef^ 
pork,  flour,  rice,  &c.  to  tlie  value  of  upwards  of  three 
miltiniis  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We  also  sup- 
plied them  with  articles,  the  growth  and  production  of 
England,  France,  Russia,  South  America,  and  other 
places,  receivetl  iu  exchange  for  our  produce,  valued 
here  at  the  time  of  exportation,  at  upwards  of  two  mil* 
lions  three  hundred  aild  eighty-two  thousand  dollars. 
I'his  trade  with  the  ialsml  of  Cuba  is  carried  on  wholly  . 
by  ourselves.  We  furnish  the  ships  and  the  seamen  to 
navigate  them.  We  are  their  carriers,  not  only  of  our 
own  produce,  but  that  of  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  amount  of  American  tonnage  employed  in 
this  tra<le  exceeds  122,000  tons.  I  have  been  thus  par* 
ticular,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  magnitude  of  this 
branch  of  business  with  one  island  only;  a  buuneu  which 
will  be  most  injuriously  affected  by  the  operation  of  the 
bill  under  discussion.  Is  it  wise  to  embarrass  a  trade  that 
gives  so  much  employment  to  our  people,  so  much  re- 
venue tu  the  Treasury  > 

These  pi'opose<l  duties  are  to  encoura^  labor,  say  gen- 
tlemen. The  molasses  of  Louisiana  and  the  whiskey  of 
Kentucky  are  the  products  of  our  soil  and  of  our  labor, 
and  therefore  must  be  encouraged.  This,  sir,  is  the  doc- 
trine on  which  the  bill  rests  t  and  this,  to  be  sure,  sounds 
well.  But  how  stands  the  fact  *  Is  not  the  molasses  of 
the  West  Indies  the  product  of  our  labor  )  Who  cuts  the 
timber  in  the  forest  f  who  manufiictures  the  lumber  at 
tlie  mills  }  who  transports  it  to  the  foreign  market  I  who 
draws  the  fish  from  the  ocean  }  who  cures  them  on  the 
Bakes  1  This  is  done  by  our  own  labor,  and  by  the  ope- 
ration of  bai-ter  ;  the  molasses,  the  coffee,  and  the  sugar 
received  in  return,  becomes  the  prottuct  of  our  labor.  In 
all  this  process  the  advantage  is  on  our  nde,  inasmuch  as 
we  are  carriers  both  ways.  We  supply  the  Islanders  with 
our  produce,  carried  to  them  by  our  vessels,  and  of  course 
char^ged  w>th  the  freight,  and  we  supply  ourselves  with 
their  produce,  on  which  they  obtain  no  freight.  What 
becomes  of  this  coffee  and  sugar,  and  molasses,  the  pro- 
duct of  our  labor  ?  A  part  goes  into  the  consumption  of 
the  country,  but  no  incensiderable  proportion  is  with- 
drawn from  our  market,  and  exported  with  other  articles 
forming  aasotted  eai^foes,  calculated  fbr  the  trade  of  the 
country  to  which  they  are  sent  t  thus  giving  further  em- 
ployment to  our  people  and  our  ships.  Pursue  this  trade 
still  f^ber,  and  you  find  the  product  of  our  labor  return- 
ing to  the  American  market  in  the  form  of  hemp,  dttok. 
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»nd,iroQ.  Yes,  sir,  the  veiy  comniodities  that  are  tiken 
in  payment  for  the  produce  of  our  khI  and  our  fiiherio, 
fisfm  the  b«si>  of  another  branch  of  trade,  ami,  T  regret 

to  M^,  one  thitt  is  to  he  most  severely  taxed  by  this  tariff*. 
Oar  imports  from  the  Baltic  are  purchased  almnst  wholly 
by  barter.  We  import  from  Russia  to  the  amount  of 
(3,600,000  annually,  as  vahted  at  her  ports,  principally 
in  iron  and  hemp,  and  the  maniifkctures  of  liemp  and  flax. 
How  do  we  pay  for  these  i  We  export  no  specie  to  Kiis- 
ria,  or  very  little.  Some  years  nonet  last  year  only  $9,000. 
We  pay  in  the  coffee,  the  su^r,  and  the  commodiiies 
which  we  import  from  the  West  Indies,  either  by  direct 
shipment  to  Russia,  or  Uirou|^h  an  intermediate  trade,  the 
product  of  which  is  carried  to  Russia.  We  pay  in  various 
articles  derived  throu^i  commerce  from  other  nations  in 
exchange  for  the  productions  of  our  cotintty  ;  so  that  the 
iron,  the  hemp,  and  the  duck,  which  we  import  from 
nuBsia,  is  the  ultimate  product  of  the  labor  of  our  lum- 
bermen, our  fisliermen,  and  our  sailors. 

Sir,  we  are  also  the  carriers  for  Russia.  Not  a  cargo 
of  our  imports  to,  or  exports  from  that  country,  the  last 
year,  was  borne  by  foreign  tonnage.  Now,  what  are  we 
about  doing  }  We  are  about  to  depart  iWim  the  prinei- 
plea  upon  which  this  Government  was  first  administereil. 
In  a  time  of  peace,  when  revenue  is  abundant,  w  hen  tlie 
public  debt  is  bst  disappearing,  when  our  finances  do  not 
call  for  an  additional  dollar  of  revenue,  we  are  adding 
one  hundred  percent,  to  the  existing  duties  on  molasses, 
almost  the  like  per  cent,  upon  bemp,  and  an  addition  of 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  (on  upon  iron.  The  first 
article  upon  which  we  lay  our  hands,  enters  into  the  con- 
sumption of  eveiy  family  in  the  country,  as  food  (  the 
others  enter  into  the  construction  of  onr  ships,  and  con- 
stitute nearly  one  third  of  tlieir  expense.  In  one  view, 
indeed,  we  do  act  consistently ;  for  while,  by  heavy 
duties,  we  discourage  ship.building,  by  the  same  duties 
we  so  ahackle  trade  as  to  render  ships  unnecessaty. 

I  will  nowabow  how  we  have  departed  from  the  original 
policy  of  the  Government.  Sir,  the  first  Congress  that 
was  elected  under  this  Constitution  found  the  country  in- 
volved with  the  debt  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  With 
no  money  in  the  Treasury,  with  a  heavy  debt  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  current  expenses  of  (he  Government  to 
be  provided  for,  that  Congress  undertook  to  devise  the 
waya  and  means  \  and  the  second  act  that  was  passed  un- 
der Ulis  Constitution,  was  a  tariff*  of  duties  on  imports  j 
and  the  third  was  an  act  imposing  duties  on  tonnage. 
From  these  acts,  and  others  that  wtre  passed  soon  after, 
the  Senate  w*dl  perceive  that  those  who  first  legislatetl 
for  us,  were  disposed  to  encourage  and  cherish  trade, 
rather  than  destroy  it.  At  that  period,  July,  1789,  we 
had  but  few  vessels  employed  in  our  merchant  senicc'— 
less  tlian  134,000  tons.  Trade  was  in  other  hands.  The 
war  had  swept  ours,  wliat  little  we  had,  from  the  ocean. 
Its  importance  was  seen— was  felt— and  the  earliest  and 
most  efficient  measures  were  taken  to  enable  us  to  engage 
successfully  in  the  competition.  Siili>-bui)iling  was  en- 
couraged. Discriminating  duties  were  imposed  on  fo- 
reign tonnage,  and  even  a  discrimination  between  foreign 
reasds  biult  within  the  United  States  and  foreign-built 
vessels.  American  vessels,  on  entry,  p^id  six  cents  per 
ton,  wliile  foreign  vessels,  built  within  llie  Stales,  paid 
thirty  cents,  and  all  other  foreign  vessels  paid  fif^y  cents 
per  ton.  A  discriminating  duty  often  per  cent,  was  »l»o 
imposed  on  all  dutiable  articles  imported  in  foreign  vts- 
aett.  These  acts  may  be  conndered  as  the  life-giving 
power  to  the  navigation  of  this  country.  They  afibrd  in- 
eonteitible  evidence  that  those  who  then  dii-ecled  tJie  na- 
tional concerns,  foresaw  the  high  importance  of  com- 
merce to  tlie  prusperi^  of  this  people.  Public  sentiment 
went  with  them,  and  seconded  their  views.  Our  tonnage 
in<u%ased,  and  we  became  our  carriers  exclusively.  In 
1792  our  own  aliipping  employed  in  foreign  trade  bad 


increased  to  upwards  of  411,000  tons.  By  this  incresae, 
we  were  not  only  enabled  to  monopoliie  onr  own  trade, 
but  prepared  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  car^irt|f 
trade  tn*  Europe,  thrown  into  oor  hands  by  the  belligcr- 
ant  situation  of  tlie  commercial  powers  of  that,  quarter  of 
the  world.  Sir,  we  engaged  siiccessfidly  in  this  business 
— our  vessels  being  nwitral,  could  carry  for  lower  freight 
than  those  of  the  belligerant  powers,  and  they  conse- 
quently engrossed  a  laT|^  propntion  of  this  profit^le 
employment. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  shew  what  was  the  policy  of 
those  who  first  administered  this  Government,  and  how 
we  have  dfcparted  from  that  policy— to  shew  that  they 
^ve  existence,  to  onr  navigation — that  they  protected  it, 
instead  of  loading  it  with  burthens. 

We  all  know  what  followed.  By  French  decreet,  Bri- 
trsli  Orders  in  Council,  non-intereoorse,  embaiwo^  and 
war,  our  navigation  sufTcred  severely.  Much  of  it  waa 
either  captured  or  decayed  at  our  wharves. 

Tn  this  state  of  depression,  at  the  reatoration  of  peace, 
what  of  encouragement  or  protection  did  it  receive  from 
the  Government  ?  Did  we  adopt  the  course  pursued  un- 
dar  like  circumstances  after  the  Revolutionary  war  ?  Di- 
rectly the  leverse.  By  the  law  of  March  3, 1815,  all  dis- 
criminating duties  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  goods  import- 
ed in  foreign  vessels,  were  pcovisionally  repealed.  All 
nations  were  thus  invited  to  bring  their  produce  to  our 
market,  and  to  take  our  produce  to  their  market,  upon 
the  name  terms  as  were  imposed  upon  our  own  vessels — 
in  other  words,  all  nations  were  invited  to  become  our 
carriers.  The  invitation  has  been  accepted,  and  Biitisb, 
French,  Dutch,  Hanseatic,  and  Swedish,  and  other  fo- 
reign vessels  with  their  caiyoef,  now  enter  our  porta 
upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  tonnage  &ud  im- 
post as  are  chargeable  on  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  SUtes.  We  have  not  stopped  here.  We  hsTO 
not  merely  departed  from  tlie  tarly  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  taking  from  our  tonnage  tlie  bene^t  result- 
ing fh>m  discriminating  duties,  but  we  liave  actually 
loaded  it  with  burthens.  I  have  shown  how  we  have 
discouraged,  and  are  still  discouraging  trade,  by  the  im- 
position of  heavy  duties  on  various  articles  of  import  tak- 
en in  exchange,  either  directly  or  cireuitously,  for  our 
own  productions.  I  will  now  show  to  what  degree  we 
are,  by  the  same  process,  discouragii^  ahip-butltUng. 

Sir,  two  of  the  most  expensive  artidei  that  enter  into 
tlie  construction  of  a  ship,  are  hemp  and  irt>n.  It  isesti- 
mated  by  those  who  are  well  acquMnted  with  the  bn». 
ness,  that  of  the  whole  cost,  one-third,  at  least,  is  in  hemp, 
iron,  and  duck.  It  was  the  early  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, having  in  view  the  encouragement  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  to  keep  down  the  duties  on  these  essen- 
tial articles.  The  permanent  duty  on  hemp  never  ex- 
ceeded twenty  dollan  per  ton,  and  that  on  iron  never 
came  up  to  nine  dollars  per  ton,  until  since  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain.  During  all  our  commercial  prosper- 
ity, when  we  were  not  only  our  own  excluaive  earners, 
but  almost  the  only  neutral  nation  that  could  cany  for 
Kitrape  ;  when  our  fla^  claimed  respect  from  every  bel- 
Itgerant,  and  commancled  a  ready  «nd  profitable  freight 
on  every  sea,  those  who  a<lministered  this  Government, 
still  following  the  policy  that  gave  life  to  our  navigation, 
never  even  agitated  the  question  of  increasing  the  duties 
on  these  articles  ho  important  to  that  interest.  No,  sir, 
it  was  not  until  after  that  war  that  the  hand  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  laid  on  the  tonnage  interest  of  the  conntiy. 
The  first  act  was  to  abolish  all  discriminating  duties  i  the 
next  to  form  a  new  tariff.  AgMUst  the  first  our  roerehanti 
did  not  remonstrate.  Conscious  that  \merican  enter- 
prise, if  left  free,  could  engage  successfully  in  competi- 
tion with  that  of  any  other  nation,  they  yielded  to  the 
views  of  the  Government,  in  this  particuUr,  without  re- 
monstrance or  complaint.   In  tlie  other  measure  they 
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did  not  acquiesce  with  so  much  readiness.  They  saw,  or 
thouglit  tUey  saw,  the  jferm  of  a  new  principle,  which  in 
its  growtli  and  prog^ress  might  so  change  our  national  po- 
licy as  to  embarrass  an  interest  which  had  heretofore  con- 
tributed nwre  than  any  other  to  the  wealth  of  the  cuiin- 
try. 

The  tariff  of  1816  was,  however,  unlilte  the  present 
in  its  origin,  its  provisions,  and  its  objects.  Its  orif^in 
was  in  Congresni  its  provisions  were  equal  {  its  object 
was  revenue.  We  liad  just  emerged  from  an  expensive 
war  t  our  national  debt  had  been  greatly  increased  ;  the 
double  duties,  the  excise,  «id  the  direct  taxes,  were 
about  expiring,  when  Congreis,  (rf'iti  own  mere  motion, 
unsolicited  frsm  any  quarter,  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  prep»re  and  report  an  entire  new  tariff 
of  duties.  Those  of  us  who  were  in  either  House  ut 
that  time,  cannot  have  fiir^otten  the  masterly  manner  in 
which  that  duty  was  performed.  Facts  bearing  upon  the 
subject  were  collected  from  all  parts  <^  the  country  t 
firom  the  seaboard,  and  the  interior  t  froai  the  merchant, 
the  agriculturist,  and  the  manufacturer.  The  whole 
were  submitted  to  Congress,  and  resulted  in  the  act  rtF 
1816.  This  was  what  the  Senator  from  Missouri  might 
well  call  a  "  whole  tariff."  It  looked  to  the  Treasury 
and  the  interests  of  tbe  whole  country.  We  hare  had 
no  equal  and  general  unff  unce.  The  work  has  been 
that  01  patching  and  deforming,  ratbcT  than  improving 
the  act  of  1816. 

Take  iron,  for  instance. :  The  duty  on  that  article  in 
1816  was  nine  dollars  per  ton  ;  in  1818  it  was  increased 
to  fifleen  dollars  ;  in  1824  further  increased  to  cigiiteen 
dollars  per  ton  {  and  now  the  struggle  is  to  get  it  up  to 
twenty^wo  dotlars  and  fifly  cents  per  ton.  Ao  article 
which,  in  addition  to  its  great  use  in  rtiip  building,  en- 
ten  into  the  construction  of  almost  every  impletnent  of 
husbandry — almost  every  kind  of  machmeiy — now 
paying  an  increased  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  laid  in  1816,  is  about  to  be  subjected  to  still  higlter 
imposition.  So  of  bemp:  This  article,  in  1816,  pa-d  a 
duty  of  thirty  doUan  per  ton  i  in  1S24  it  was  raised  to 
Ihirty-five  t  and  now  it  is  pmposed  to  carry  ^t  up  to  uxty 
dollars  per  ton — precisely  one  hundred  per  cent  upon 
the  duly  of  1816. 

There  is  no  nation  on  earth  that  has  gone  on  as  we  have 
for  the  last  twelve  years,  in  heaping  embarrassment  on 
our  navigation..  There  is  no  interest  that  can  stand 
apiinst  such  heavy  and  increasing  pressure.  Do  the 
ship  owners  deserve  this  from  the  Government  i  What 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  the  Treasury,  but  for 
the  streams  which  have  supplied  it  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  navigation  >  What  would  have  bt.en  the 
situation  of  the  navy,  but  for  the  recruits  it  had  drawn 
from  the  merchant  service  ? 

Sir,  this  bill  will  hear  with  uncxamplett,  I  msy  say,  al- 
most insupportable,  severity  upon  the  shipping  interest 
of  the  State  with  which  1  am  officially  connected.  That 
State  owns  174,768  tons  of  shipping.    By  calculations 


of  the  whole.  To  construct  this  new  sapply  requires 
seven  hundred  tons  of  iron,  the  duties  on  which,  by  this 
bill,  would  bp  1 15,TS0.  It  is  also  estimated  that  all  the 
manufactures  of  hemp  that  are  put  upon  a  ship,  must  be 
replaced  unce  in  four  years,  in  consequence  of  decay. 
Taking  also  into  the  account  the  losses  at  sea,  this  is  not 
probably  an  extravagant  calculation.  To  do  this,  to 
keep  this  lonna^  properly  rigged  and  found,  requires 
the  annual  apphcatio'n  of  1,747  tons  of  hemp,  the  du* 
ties  on  which,  as  contemplated  to  be  increaard  by  this 
bill,  will  amount  to  1 104^830,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$  120,570  tax  on  the  ship  owners  of  Maine*  annually,  in 
the  form  of  du6es,  merely,  on  the  articles  of  hemp  and 
iron  used  in  the  construction  of  vessels— «  sum  much  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  civil  expenditure  of  that  State. 

We  liave  been  told  tliis  is  tu  be  an  equal,  a  "  whole 
larifTi "  that  it  is  a  graat  system  for  the  benefit  of  the 
wliele  ;  and  whatever  of  burthen  nuy  be  involved  in 
it,  must  be  borne  equally  by  all.  1  assent  moat  fully 
to  the  principle  of  equality  of  burthens  ;  but  I  deny  prc- 
emptorily  that  there  is  any  thing  of  equality  in  the  bill 
under  discussion.  It  has  been  asserted  in  the  course  <^ 
this  debate,  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Masks,]  that  the  country  is  to  be  benefitted  to  the  amount 
of  four  millions  of  dollars — and  that  his  State  would  de- 
rive a  larger  share  uf  this  benefit  than  any  other.  Sir,  I 
liave  no  doubt  of  the  &et.  I  adroit  that  portiona  of  this 
community  are  to  be  benefitted!  but  it  will  be  to  the 
serious  Injury,  if  nut  the  ruin,  of  great  and  imporUuit 
interests  in  other  seclious  of  the  country. 

Let  us  bring  this  "  equal  tariff"  to  the  test :  What  pro- 
portion uf  the  four  millions  of  which  the  Senator  speaks 
IS  to  fall  to  the  share  of  Maine  t  And  what  particular 
branch  of  her  industry  is  to.  be  benefitted  f  Is  it  her 
himber  trade  ?  Is  it  her  fisheries  i  Is  it  her  tonnage  in- 
terest i  Noi  sir  t  all  these  an;  tu  be  taxed — severely 
taxed — while  Pennsylvania,  with  a  few  other  States,  ts 
to  derive  the  benefit  Within  the  State  of  Maine  are 
twelve  collection  districts,  the  a(^reg«te  ot  whose  ton- 
nage is  upwards  of  174i000  tons.  It  has  been  shown  to 
what  extent  this  is  to  be  embumssed  and  taxed.  The 
whole  tonnage  of  Pennsylvania  ia  but  73,000  tons,  less 
than  that  of  Maine  by  more  than  100,000  tons.  Ttu^ 
then,  is  U»  be  the  operation  of  the  »  equal  tariff  Penn- 
sylvania is  to  derive  benefit,  and  Maine  to  pay  for  it. 

In  tfae  course  of  tlie  discusnon  much  has  becowid 
about  the  origin  of  this  great  system.  It  has  been  re- 
peatedly cliarged  upon  the  Eastern  or  New  England 
States  t  and  itlias  as  often  been  asserted,  that,  as  Nev 
Eni^and  projected  the  measure,  as  she  got  up  the  exdte* 
ment,  she  must  pay  for  it  i  that  the  bill  roust  be  so  mo- 
dified as  to  bear  adversely  upon  her  iiitercsti^  end  be  ear* 
ried  at  her  expense. 

Now,  sir,  I  deny  boih'the  assertion  and  the  inference. 
I  deny  that  the  New  England  States,  generally,  and  es- 
pecially Uiat  Maine  had  any  excluave  agency  in  originBt* 
mg  or  promoting  the  measure.    I  deny  tliat  we  are  an- 


furnished  me  from  experienced  ng^rs  and  ship  builders,  |  swerabie,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  tar  ita  origin  or  its 

every  hundred  tons  of  vessel  require  four  tons  of  hemp,    "     *  '  ~  " 

and  something  exceeding  that  quantity  of  iron.  To  con- 
struct the  amount  of  tonnage  owned  in  Maine  would 
therefore  require  upwards  of  6,988  tons  of  hemp,  and 
the  like  or  a  greater  quantity  of  'mm.  The  bare  duties, 
as  eontemplated  by  this  bill,  that  must  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  upon  this  qtiantiiy  of  hemp,  would  amount  to 
$  419,380,  and  upon  iron  to  $  157,330. 

Now,  «r,  I  will  proceed  and  show  what  will  be  the 
annual  expense  to  the  shipping  interest  of  that  State. 
It  is  estimated  that  of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  country, 
from  one-eighth  to  one  tentli,  is  annual^*  lost  or  rendered 
unfit  for  employment,  either  by  decay  or  marine  casuali- 
ties.  Tu  keep  the  original  quantity  good,  there  must  be 
sniuudly  built  a  new  supply,  equal  at  least  to  one-teoth 


progress.  When  this  doctrine  of  protection  was  first  ad- 
vanced, in  no  pact  of  this  Union  did  it  find  marc  zealous 
advocates  than  in  Pennsj'lvania  and  New  Jersey.  Were 
a  State  now  to  be  iwmed  that  lus  dune  more  than  any 
other  to  bring  this  subject  before  Congress  and  the  Ameiv 
ican  Pebple,  that  State  would  be  fbund  west  of  the  Hiut 
son.  1  odl  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  partieularlx  the 
Senators  fh>m  Pennsylvania,  to  what  has  been  done  io 
that  State.  Who  originated  the  Convention  at  Harris- 
burg,  to  which  this  measure  is  to  be  directly  traced,  and 
which,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  has  been  eulogized 
as  **tlie  most  enliglitened  and  intelligent  body  that  were 
ever  assembled  in  this  country  t "  Was  it  either  of  the 
New  EngLuMi  States?  No.  sir  (  it  was  the  "  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  prorootiou  of  Msnufcctuita  and  Mo- 
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dunic  -ArtB."  I  will  not  mention  names,  but  will  merely 
point  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a  single  individual  in 
Philadelphia  who  has  been  laboring  with  ability  on  this 
subject  for  years,  and  who  has  done  mure  with  his  pen  to 
promote  what  is  called  the  "American  System,"  than  lias 
been  done  by  any  individtial  or  association,  in  either  or 
all  of  the  six  Eastern  States.  Proceeding  fnrtlier  south, 
to  Maryland,  and  what  has  been  done  there  ?  .The  pen 
and  the  press  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  distinguished 
editor  in  the  cily  of  Baltimore,  have  probably  accomplish- 
ed more  than  in  all  the  other  cities  in  Ine  Uiiinn.  1 
■peak  with  high  respect  of  these  individuals.  Far  be  it 
Irom  me  to  doubt  the  purity  of  their  motives,  or  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  opinions.  They  are  hi^  minded  men, 
who,  when  we  were  ifivolred  in  war,  came  forward  man- 
fully and  adTocated  the  cause  of  the  country.  One  of 
them  did  much  by  the  influence  of  a  work  which  he 
published  in  those  doubtful  times,  to  confirm  the  minds 
of  the  People  and  uphold  their  true  interests.  These 
men  may  well  be  called  the  fathers  of  the  system. 

Having  thus  shown,  I  think,  that  whatever  of  excite 
ment  may  have  been  ntging-  throatrh  Oie  countiy,  is  not 
chargeable  to  New  England — I  wm'now  speak  ctf  Maine. 
That  State  had  no  representation  in  the  Harrisburg  Con- 
vention. She  has  not  petitioned  for,  but  has  remonstrat- 
ed s^inst,  any  change  in  the  existing  tariff.  Her  memo- 
rials are  now  on  our  tables.  She  has  not  been  excitable 
on  this  subject.  As  a  ftirtlter  evidence  of  her  feeling,  I 
refer  to  the  vote  of  her  Kepreaentatires  in  the  bat  Con- 

Eess,  an  the  *<  woollen  bill.**  Sir,  of  all  the  New  Bng- 
nd  TOtes  that  were  given  against  that  bill  in  the  House 
at  the  last  session,  feur-6fths  were  from  Maine.  Her 
course  sUIl  remains  unchanged,  and  against  this  bill  she 
has  given  an  unanimous'  vote.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  gentle- 
men who  avow  their  intention  of  passirtg  this  bill  in  a 
shape  to  bear  severely  on  the  Eastern  States,  and  such 
avowal  baa  been  made  and  reiterated,  to  consider  what 
Utey  are  about  to  do.  Will  its  operations  be  equal,  even 
there  ?  A  stronger  illustration  cannot  be  given  than  by 
a  statement  of  facta.  It  has  been  shown  that  its  pressure 
will  be  most  severe  upon  the  commercial  interest  in  con- 
nexion with  lumber  uid  the  fisheries.  What  is  the  compar- 
ative tonnage  of  the  Eastern  States  ?  Maine  has  174,000 
tons;  New  Uampsllire  only  24^000;  Rhode  Island  37,- 
000  }  Connecticut  48,000  \  Vermont  none.  I  invite  the 
attention  of  (he  Senat*  to  these  beta,  fiimtahing  proof 
unanswerable*  of  the  unequal  and  aevere  operation  of 
this  "  system,"  even  among  neighboring  and  conUguoua 
States- 
Mr.  President :  The  continual  scramble  tli»t  is  excited 
among  the  States  for  the  public  lands — for  extravagant 
appropiiationa  from  the  Treaauryftir  Internal  Improve 
meats,  followed  by  this  attempt  to  increase  the  revenue 
at  the  expense  of  some  of  the  most  important  branehes 
of  indust^,  has  almost  made  me  a  convert  ta  a  new  opin- 
ion— I  do  not  say  to  a  new  doctrine — for  it  is  by  no  meati^ 
certain,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  upon  which  this  Govern 
ment  was  founded  and  first  administered.  I  allude  to  an 
idea  advanced  the  other  day  by  a  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that  it  may  become  expedient  to  bring  back  (he  revenue 
of  the  Government  to  a  turn  barely  sufficient  for  its  sup- 
port. In  doing  this,  we  should  get  rid  of  the  almost  in- 
numerable applications  upon  which  we  ore  now  called  to 
legialate,  highly  calcuUted  to  produce  sectional  feeling?, 
and  sectional  votes  too.  We  should  then  remove  even 
the  suspicion  that  any  portion  of  the  revenue  dnwn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  People,  in  one  section  of  the  Union, 
would  be  expended  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  another. 

It  ia  by  no  means  ceitain  but  that,  by  a  recurrence  on 
our  put  (o  the  principles  upon  which  and  the  objects  for 
which  this  association  of  States  was  formed,  (his  Go- 
vernment might  again  proceed  as  harmoniously  as  it  did 
under  its  fint  administration.   And  how  is  this  to  be  ac- 


complished 1  Not  by  any  unnecessary  increase  of  taxa- 
tion, more  especially  unequal  taxatinn.  No,  sir  ;  bat  by 
drawing  no  more  from  the  People  than  the  ordinary  op- 
erations of  the  Government  require.  By  dischargi^ig  the 
public  debt,  and  repealing  the  duties,  instead  of  increas- 
ing them  on  articles  of  prime  necessity — and  by  ad* 
hering  to  (he  principle  that  t!)e  resources  of  the  na- 
tion are  more  safe  tinder  the  control  of  the  People 
than  in  possession  of  the  Treasury.  Following  out  this 
idea,  1  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  it  will  increase 
the  revenue  unnecessarily  ;  because  it  will  take  from  the 
People  what  the  public  service  does  not  demand. 

I  have  gone  tnns  fully  into  this  subject  that  the  Se- 
nate miglit  see  the  nature  of  the  trade  in  wliich  we  are 
engogeo,  tlie  importance  and  value  of  that  trade,  and  the 
manner  in  which  this  bill  will  operate  upon  it. 

I  have  shown  how  our  shipping  interest  is  to  he  affect- 
ed, as  well  by  curtailing  its  empluynu-nt  as  by  increas- 
ing its  expense.  I  have  shown  tlie  unequal  operation  of 
the  measure,  ami  that  we  are  in  no  wise  chargeable  as 
Iwving  originated  or  supported  it.  I  have  been  only  anx- 
ious to  disctmi^  my  diity  to  my  constituents,  to  present 
their  situation  ftirly  to  the  Senate,  under  a  hope  that  we 
may  y-et  escape  this  impeiidihg  d^^iger. 

Maine,  sir,  has  always  been  willing — she  is  still  wil< 
ling — to  bear  her  full  proportion  of  the  public  burthens. 
When  this  nation  was  mvolved  in  war  her  citizens  rallied 
round  its  standard.  She  furnished  her  proportion  of 
means  for  the  Treasury,  of  recruits  for  the  army,  and  sea- 
men for  the  navy.  She  is  not  blest,  like  the  regions  of 
the  West,  with  a  mild  climate  and  luxuriant  soil.  If, 
tlieretore,  her  seamen  and  her  fishermen  whose  farms 
have  been  ui>on  the  ocean,  are  driven  from  their  accus- 
tomed employment,  tliey  can  obtain  but  a  scanty  subsis- 
tence from  farms  on  the  land. 

1  take  leave  of  this  subject  by  adding,  that,  if  we  are 
let  alone— if,  by  liigh  <lutie8  and  too  much  regiilotion, 
our  fortunes  are  not  prostrated,  and  our  enterprise  dis- 
couraged, we  sre  a  happy,  and,  if  the  word  were  proper 
in  this  country,  a  loyal  People.  Such  we  wish  to  re- 
main— and,  wishing  this,  we  cannot  look  but  with  fear 
and  deprecation  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  said  that  the  prosperity  spoken  of 
as  enjoyed  by  Maine,  he  was  aware  did  exist.  But  how 
hod  they  gained  all  this  prosperity  He  by  no  means 
denied  them  the  merit  of^ great  enterprise  aad  iitdustry, 
but  their  commercial  prosperity  had  chiefly  arisen  out  of 
the  discriminations  in  favor  of  American  tonnage,  and  the 
protection  to  the  fisheries,  lie  did  not  wish  to  impose 
any  unfair  burthen  on  any  State  ;  and  believed  that  it 
would  not  btar  so  heavily  on  Maine  as  the  gentleman  an- 
tiupated.  The  gentleman's  cakulrtions  as  to  iron  were 
not  correct.  7*he  duty  on  foreign  iron  hati  obliged  tfae 
importer  to  reduce  the  price  of  his  iron,  or  to  be  driven 
out -of  the  market  by  the  domestic  maimfiiclurer.  Mr.  D. 
then  alhided  to  the  memorial  preseiited  by  Mr.  Smith. 
He  thought  that  it  was  for  the  btnefit  of  a  few  peisonstn 
Baltimore.  The  rolling  of  copper  was  so  easy  a  process 
that  it  hanlly  deserved  the  name  of  mamifSwtare-  He  did 
not  think  the  duty  ought  to  be  imposed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  was  very  jgUd  he  had  made  his 
motion,  as  it  had  drawn  from  his  meml  from  Maine  one 
ol  the  best  speeches  he  had  heard  this  session— a  speech 
which  could  not  be  got  rid  of.  It  hung  like  a  mill-atone 
round  the  neck  of  the  gentleman  from  New-Jersey.  He 
had  said  that  it  was  from  ihe  discriminating  duties  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  aliip-owners  of  Maine  arose.  It  was 
not  so.  The  mcrchanta  themselves,  when  they  found  they 
could  do  without  it,  came  foni  srd  and  said  they  could 
dispense  with  the  discrimination.  They  knew  that,  with 
any  thing  like  equality,  they  could  compete  successfully 
with  any  nation  But,  he  saj-s,  the  fisheries  also  have 
contributed  to  this  prospari^.  In  this  he  was  also  in  er- 
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ror.  The  bounty  it  not  any  advantage  to  the  Bsherman  i 
it!  operation  it  upon  the  connitnption  of  ult  i  and  when 
the  duty  upon  that  article  has  been  taken  off,  the  bounty 
haa  been  removed  also.  So  that  the  argument  in  reUtion 
to  the  fisheries  will  not  Jo.  It  is  said  that  this  duty  re- 
duces the  price  of  iron — but  it  is  erroneous.  No  man 
takes  leas  profit  than  he  can  get,  and  every  man  makes 
all  that  he  can.  Is  it  then  to  be  supposed  that  the  manu- 
ftctuKF,  when  he  has  the  market  to  bimselF,  will  not  keep 
the  article  as  higli  as  he  can  t  'Other  causes  have  opeca- 
ted.  The  Rail  Koads  in  England,  and  water,  instead  df 
hnd  caniage,  in  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway.  These 
are  the  causes  of  the  foil  in  the  price  of  iron,  and  not  the 
moderation  of  the  domestib  manufacturer.  The  gentle- 
man  thinks  my  proposition  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore.  He  seems  to  suppose  that  we  have 
copper  mines,  which  we  wisli  to  work.  1  have  often 
heard  of  them,  but  believQ  they  exist  chiefly  in  the  iroa- 
gintiion.  1  presume,  when  we  explore  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, we  shall  find  them,  and  not  before.  As  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  copper  eheathmg,  it  was  one  of  no  small  impor- 
tance, and  it  was  essential  that  it  should  be  of  a  ^ood  qua- 
lity.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  a  statement  as  to  the  cost  of 
copper  for  sheathing  a  vessel  of  two  hundred  tons.  ^ 

Mr.  PARRIS  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  DjcKBsaoii. 
He  considered  that  the  commerual  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try grew  up  from  the  wars  in  Europe,  and  the  advanta 
ges  enjoyed  by  us  in  the  carrying  trade.  And  now  I  will 
shew,  said  Mr.  p,  what  has  been  done  fnr  our  commer- 
cial interests.  The  very  first  step  taken  after  the  peace, 
was  to  open  our  ports  to  all  nations,  on  their  reciproca- 
ting the  privilege.  Ei^Iand,  Trance*  and  other  countries, 
accepted  of  tbeae  terns,  and  carried  on  a  trade  with  us 
upon  them.  I  do  not  complain  of  this,  because  we  can, 
with  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  navigfttors,  com- 
pete with  any  other  country  on  fair  and  equal  terms.  It 
IS  plain,  however,  that  the  statement  of  ^he  gentleman 
ftt)m_  New-Jersey,  that  our  commercial  prosperity  is  ewing 
to  discriminations  in  our  favor,  is  not  correct.  But  1  do 
complain,  that,  at  that  very  time  the  tax  on  iron  was 
brought  up  to  18  dollars,  and  that  on  hemp  to35  dollars. 
Thus,  while  we  were  exposed  to  the  competition  of  other 
countries,  by  the  repeal  of  the  discriminating  duties  on 
tonnage,  a  burthen  was  inflicted  on  our  commerce,  by 
increasing  the  price  of  the  articles  used  in  the  building 
of  ships.  Tills  was  the  protection  to  the  shipping  of 
which  the  gentlentan  speaks— and  this  was  all. 

Mr.  NOBLE,  in  rising,  asked  whether  it  was  proper, 
when  Ihey  Iiad  been  talking  about  adjournment  contmu- 
ally,  toallow  themselves  to  be  detuned,  on  a  single  point, 
and  a  very  trifling  point  of  the  bill.  I  said  something  the 
other  day  about  long-winded  speeches,  and  I  was  called 
to  order  for  d(ring  so.  I  thought  it  was  a  httle  hard— but 
I  now  think '1  was  in  the  right ;  for  it  appears  that  we  arc 
tm  have  them  in  plenty.  When  you  talk  of  adjotirnment, 
and  predict  that  much  talking  will  prevent  it,  you  are 
■topped.  Yet  we  have  had  splendid  speeches,  going 
back  for  years  into  the  history  of  this  ^stem  j  but  we 
don't  come  to  the  point.  I  want  people  to  come  out. 
I  am  now  ready  to  vote.  I  consider  the  subject  mailer 
of  much  of  this  debate  got  up  for  home  consumption.  I 
do  not  like  the  manner  in  which  this  debate  goes  on. 
Every  thing  seems  to  be  crowded  m  upon  one  point. 
We  cannot  get  along,  it  seems,  unless,  in  considering  a 
motion  on  copper,  we  are  to  hears  speech  on  war,  peace, 
molasses,  iron,  commercial  ruin,  and  a  military  road.  1 
do  not  like  this  course— first  one  thing  is  read,  then  ano- 
ther. Molasses  is  fixed  upon  the  bill  to  poison  it.  Maine 
■s  to  bear  all  the  evil,  lliis  is  the  burthen  of  the  son^  t 
and  the  lamentation  over  Maine  is  to  atop  the  bill  in  its 
progress.  I  hope  not.  Who  ever  dreamed  that  Maine 
could  have  borne  all  the  sins  of  New-England  ?  I  don't 
think  thatpossible,  neither  do  I  think  she  will  suffer  aa^ 


gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend.  I  wish  the  buaincM  to 
go  on,  without  interruption  ;  and  not  the  whok  bill  be 
delayed  twenty-four  hours  upon  a  single  point. 

Mr.  HATNE  said,  that  although  he  might  incur  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  by  prolon^ng  the 
debate,  he  would  apolo^ze  to  the  Senate  for  delaying 
the  question  a  few  moments.  He  sympathized  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  in  the  oppression  which  the  bill 
threatenAl  to  inflict  on  that  State  t  and  he  would  say  that 
the  burthens  with  which  she  was  threatened,  should  not 
be  imposed  with  his  [Mr.  H's^  consent  I  have,  said  Mr. 
H.  formerly  expressed  my  opmion  as  to  the  operation  of 
this  system  upon  the  South.  I  know  that  it  is  ruinous, 
that  it  is  partial,  that  it  is  unjust.-  I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  entirely,  that  unless  we  come  back  to 
the  sound  principles  of  the  country,  which  have  so  long 
been  abandoned,  the  harmony,  the  peace,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Union  are  endangered.  In  every  view,  this 
system  is  one  of  dijubtful  character.  Its  benefits  are  so 
concatenated  with  evils,  that  they  can  scarcely  be  sepa- 
rated. But  I  would  ask  of  any  gentleman  who  now  ad- 
vocates this  bill,  to  turn  to  the  act  of  1834,  and  put  his  fin- 
ger on  one  single  item  of  the  bill  which  has  benefitted  the 
South  }  1  will  fiirlher  ask  you  to  look  at  the  bill  on  your 
table,  and  shew  me  the  item,  except  moUssea,  in  whidi 
the  South  is  now  interested.  There  is  not  a  provision 
that  holds  out  a  shadow  of  benefit  to  tin,  whilst  Penn- 
sylvania is  ta  reap  four  millions  from  its  operation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  made  the  avowal 
yesterday  tliat  (he  States  interested  in  the  articles  to  be 
protected  by  this  bill  would  derive-  advantages  from  it 
equal  tn  four  millions  of  dollan.  That,  from  a  ealcuh- 
tion  I^,  H.  had  seen  on  the  subject,  he  believed  that  the 
burthens  imposed  by  the  bill  on  those  who  were  to  bear 
them,  did  not  full  short  of  that  amoimt.  The  gentleman, 
after  telling  us  that  Pennsylvania  was  interested  in  iron 
and  whiskey,  the  West  in  hemp,  and  New-England  in 
woollens,  had  avowed  his  determination  to  vote  for  the 
duty  on  mdasses,  (although  it  ent»ed  into  eompetition 
with  the  whiskey  of  Pennsylvania^  because  he  believed 
that  sacrifice  to  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  support  of 
New-England  to  the  bill,  without  which  tlie  bill  would 
fail,  and  the  benefit  of  the  four  millions  of  dollars  would 
be  lost.  As  a  Southern  man,  [Mr.  II.  said]  he  could  not 
stand  by  and  witness  a  compromise  by  which  certain 
States  were  to  gain  such  advanti^ei  at  the  expense  of 
those  he  represented.  In  what  way  are  we  utierested  in 
this  bill  i  In  no  possible  manner.  We  are  to  suffer  allt 
to  bear  the  burtheir  patiently  ;  and  to  do  this  that  other 
parts  of  the  country  may  grow  rich  upon  our  ruin  ! 

The  gentleman  from  New-Jersey,  [Mr.  Dickeksov]  in 
answer  to  the  complaints  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  with 
respect  to  the  opprassive  operation  of  the  bill  on  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  New-England,  had  said,  in  the  language 
of  condolence,  that  they  had  only  to  transfer  the  tax  to 
those  in  whose  service  tlie  New-England  bhipping  was 
employed — in  olhci*  words,  sir,  don't  mind  the  tax,  put 
it  on  the  Soutti,  make  them  pa5'  for  it.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple throughout.  The  South  must,  and  does,  pay  dear- 
ly indeed  for  this  system  of  protection,  which  leaves  her 
unprotected. 

I  say,  air,  that  in  this  business,  from  beginning  to  end, 
the  interests  of  the  South  have  been  sacrittcerl,  shame- 
fully sacrificed  <  Her  feelings  have  been  disregarded  j 
her  wislies  slighted  ;  her  hont'st  pride  insulted  !  1  say 
that  this  system  hits  created  discordant  feelings,  strife, 
jealousy,  and  heart  burning,  which  never  ought  to  exist 
between  the  different  sections  of  the  same  country,  t 
repeat,  that  the  feelings  of  the  South  have  been  disre- 
garded, and  her  remoiistrauces  slighted  ;  and  shall  we 
sit  coolly,  and  see  ttie  parties  who  are  to  benefit  by  this 
system,  compromise  with  each  other,  while  we  are  to  be 
tlic  losers  under  all  circumstances  >   If  the  sji-stero-be  a 
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good  one*  let  its  merits  be  fairly  tested  {  let  it  be  acted 
upon  as  it  deserves ;  and,  if  its  opemtion  be  not  beneficial, 
let  it  be  Rbatidoned.  Let  it  stand  un  its  own  merits.  On 
such  a  principle,  its  operation  would  be  less  dangerous  t 
as  it  is  at  present,  it  could  scarcely  appear  more  so. 
.  Ur.  BENTON  made  a  few  remarks,  which  were  im- 
perfectly heard.  He  was  understood  to  say  thai  the  four 
millions  of  profits  from  the  system  spoken  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Penn^'lvania,  oeuld  not  be  distrlbnted  over 
the  whole  country.  It  was  impossible  but  it  should  work 
partially. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  it  was  dec-ded  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DIC^RSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert 
ing  a  provision  levying  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad  valo 
rem  on  vermicelli  ;  which  was  rejected,  on  a  division— 
19  to  35. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.  moved  to  strike  out  "  30th  June, 
and  insert  "15th  of  September,'*  as  the  time  at  which 
the  bill  shall  go  into  operation  {  which  having  been 
briefly  discussed  by  Messi-s.  HcLANE,  SMITH,  of  Md 
and  DICKERSON,  on  whose  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  tite 
.  negative. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikingout  the 
third  sectian. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that  he  believed  that  the  duty  on  eve- 
ry article  in  that  section,  bore  very  hard  upon  the  com 
mercial  interest ;  and  lie  therefore  wished  it  stmck  out 
It  would  hnre  a  highly  injurious  operation  on  the  com- 
merce of  New-England.    The  charge  had  been  made, 
tliat  the  excitement  in  relation  to  this  measure  had  been 
produced  by  New-England.    The  charge  had  been  made, 
tauntingly,  he  thought,  perhaps  jocosely — and  ihany  re- 
marks had  been  maoe  in  Ibe  course  of  debate,  which  were 
any  thing  but  palatable  to  the  members  from  New-Eng- 
land.   He  was  surprised,  yesterday,  to  hear  a  gentleman 
from  North-Carolina  propose  to  give  New-Enghutdadose 
of  medicine,  which,  at  least,  was  not  over  courteous.  But  a 
remark  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  lliisiouri, 
[Mr.  BairruH]  to  which  we  are  not  entitled.    He  says 
that  New-England  originated  these  tarifFbill^  and  conse- 
qitently  argues  that  we  must  not  complain.    This  is  not 
the  case.    As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fh>mpenn 
sylvania,  relative  to  the  vote  on  the  bill,  and  the  motive 
which  might  induce  it,  he  Hr.  F.  stiould  always  vote  as 
he  considered  for  the  coiintiy,  he  Imped  without  views 
of  a  partial  nature.    He  was  averse  tu  this  section  of  the 
bill  pat^icularly.    It  laid  heavy  dnties  on  articles  essential 
tu  ship-building.    On  hemp,  the  tax  'would  be  seriously 
felt,  and  yet  he  did  not  think  this  very  high  duty  would 
bring  the  domestic  article  into  use.  On  flax,  also,  the  duty 
was  exorbitant,  and  he  cdlild  see  no  competent  reason 
for  it.    On  sail  duck,  the  duty  was  very  high  t  at  nine 
cents  per  square  yard,  it  wan  about  one  hundred  per  cent. 
But,  of  all  the  dut'ief,  in  all  the  tariflT  bills  that  had  ever 
been  passed,  he  considered  the  duty  on  molasses  the 
most  oneiiaive.   It  was  an  article  of  necesnty  which  ouglit 
iiot  to  be  taxed.    But,  it  is  said,  that  it  was  manufactured 
into  rum,  and  on  this  ground  its  taxation  was  defended 
This  was  very  true.    Uut  genllemen  should  consider  that 
it  is  already  taxed  by  this  bill,  by  the  withdrawal  of  four 
ceiils  drawb.ick,  which  operated  as  four  cents  adilitional 
duty.   It  should  also  be  recollected  that,  by  far  the  larg- 
est quantity  of  the  article  was  used  tor  domestic  nuiTMnes, 
awl  that,  mixed  with  water,  it  made  a  pleasant Ijcven^ 
t'ur  the  laboring  classes  in  the  warm  season.  And  CongrcM 
ought  to  be  i»Mliuus  how  they  jjluced  a  liigli  duty  on  an 
article  from  wliidl  im  advantage  could  he  gained  by  any 
class  of  manufacturers,  and  which  m'trht  be  replaced  by 
ardent  spirits.    Ila  cuMld  luit  believe  that  the  manuf»ctu- 
rer  of  whibkey  needed  this  additional  protection.    The  du- 
ty on  molasses  was  now  about  eighty  per  centum,  and  it 


was  increased  fbur  cents  on  the  gallon  by  this  bill,  at 
least  so  fiu-  as  concemed  the  article  converted  into  rum, 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  drawback.  He  had  been  in- 
formed yesterday,  by  the  Senator  from  New-York,  [Mr. 
Vak  Bubks]  that  tbe  manufacturer  of  rem  wauld  receive 
an  encouragement  from  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits.  This 
Mr.  F.  thought  an  error.  Tlie  duty  on  tbe  latter  viU 
exclude  them  from  our  markets,  so  that  there  will  be  h> 
competition.  But  it  is  nut  for  himie  consumption  that 
this  rum  is  manuRictured.  It  Is  exported ;  and  the  ex- 
port will  be  injured,  if  not  destroyed,  by  this  high  du- 
ty on  molasses.  Besides,  the  molasses  which  was  gen- 
erally used  in  distillation,  is  of  the  poorest  kind — sojr 
and  unfitibr  use— and  upon  this  article  the  duty  would  be 
as  heavy  as  upon  that  which  was  worth  double  its  value. 
'.  The  clonng'  remarks  of  Mr.  F.  were  not  heard  by  the 
Reponer. 

Hr.  BRANCH  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Hr.  Foot. 
Mr.  MARKS  rose  to  explain  some  of  the  expressions 
which  he  had  made  yesterday,  which  had  been  so  much 
tortured,  as  he  considered,  from  tlieir  fair  interpreUtion. 
He  had  merely  intended  to  say,  he  thought  there  would 
be  no  advanti^  in  tbe  duty  on  molasses.  It  had  been  said 
previously,  that  this  duty  would  be  of  great  advaatageto 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Western  States,  by  giving  a  vent 
to  their  spirits  But  he  had  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  such 
an  effect.  He  also  said,  that  if  there  would  be  some  sliglit 
advantage  from  this  measure,  he  was  willing  to  forego  it, 
rather  than  to  risk  the  loss  of  the  other  and  more  benefi- 
cial cfTects  of  the  bill.  He  thought  tint  tbe  encourage- 
ment  of  the  manufactures  would  cause  a  consumption  to 
agricultural  productions  which  would  overbalance  the  ' 
conuderation  of  the  tax  on  molasses.  He  made  some  fur- 
ther remarks  upon  Oie  effects  which  the  enco«rageroent 
of  manufactures  would  produce  in  reducing  the  price  of 
commodities,  consuming  the  products  of  the  country. 
He  observed  that  the  manubctures  of  the  country  already 
made  use  of  one-feorth  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  H  A  YNE  said,  he  had  replied  solely  to  tbe  remark* 
of  the  gentleman  made  ycsteraay.  He  had  Uien  mad* 
use  of  but  two  arguments— tlie  one,  that  they  had  bet- 
ter relinquish  the  duty  on  molasses,  rather  thanendanger 
the  bill :  and  the  other,  that  the  duty  was  not  recwnmend- 
ed  by  the  Harriaburg  Convention.  In  this  latter  ptun^ 
he  was  then  corrected  by  bia  colleague,  wlio  read  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Convention,  recommending  tite  duty.  A* 
to  the  new  aiKument  that  the  high  rate  of  duties  would 
noc  enhance  the  prices  of  commodities,  he  would  ask. 
why  then  does  not  the  gentleman  vote  for  the  duty 
on  molasses  '  By  his  own  theory,  the  people  of  New- 
England  could  8ufr»  no  iiuury  by  it.  If  the  gentleman 
is  as  unfortunate  in  all  his  bets,  as  in  tliat  in  relation  to 
cotton,  they  cannot  be  much  depended  upon._  He  8ay% 
that  the  manufacturers  now  consume  one-third  of  the 
cwlton  produced  in  the  country.  This  was  an  error.  Mr. 
H.  could  prove  to  the  gentleman,  and  would  do  it  at  a 
proper  time,  that  not  more  than  one-fifth  was  so  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  ftlARKS  said  that  tlie  gentleman  could  not  have 
forgotten  that  he  remarked,  yesterday,  in  giving  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  duty  on  molasses,  that  he  doubted 
the  cnpacity  of  the  manufifccturcrs  to  supply  the  conMimp- 
tion  of  the  country-.  It  wa*,  Uiercfore,  a  different  case 
from  a  manufactory  whicli,  with  encouragement,  m^ht 
take  the  place  of  the  foreign  article. 

Mr.  FOOT  replied  briefly  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
BnaircH,  to  which 

Mr.  BRANCH  rejoined. 

Ur.  FOOT  said  a  few  words,  and  alluded  to  some  re- 
marks made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rowak. 

Hr.  ROWAN  rose  to  reply.  After  a  few  rematka,  be 
said,  tltat,  to  come  back  tn  the  woollens,  he  would  ask 
what  was  the  origin  of  tbe  ilarrisburg  Convcntioo  ?  aad 
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#ho  created  the  excitement  ?  It  was  known  that  the 
jfote  object  of  that  convention  was^t  manufacttires.  It 
was,  although  people  did  not  like  to  speak  ont,  got  tip 
for  political  piirposeB.  He  would  ask  how  nunjr  Jackson 
men  were  in  that  convention  ?  It  was  true  that  the  i>eo- 
pie  of  New  England  were  interested  in  every  article 
protected  bv  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  those  articles 
in  the  aecdon  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  strike  out. 
He  believed  that  the  people  of  New  EngUnd  had  collect- 
ed for  the  laM  three  years  a  tax  of  four  millions  on  the 
Southern  and  Western  people  in  the  articles  of  clothing. 
They  ought  (o  bear  their  share  of  these  burthens.  It 
mil^t  be  said  that  the  clothing  was  necessary,  and  must 
he  had  in  time  of  war.  So  were  flax,  and  hemp,  and 
Iron.  They  must  be-had  for  our  ships.  Me  was  against 
the  bill  on  principle.  Manubctures  produced  wealth, 
and  wealth  unequally  distributed,  as  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence, hekl  by  few,  produced  aristocracy,  and  aristocra- 
cy sapped  the  foundation  of  free  inbtitulions.  Thus  he 
argued,  that  inordinate  protection  to  manufactures  was 
dangerous  to  the  beat  interests  of  the  country. 

Fbisat,  Hat  9, 1828. 
ADJOURNHENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr  BERRIEN  moved  that  the  mCsnge  from  the 
other  House  relative  to  the  adjournment  be  taken  up  t 
agreed  to. 

Mr  BERRIEN  had  no  Intention  to  discuss  the  question. 
But  he  thought  it  hut  decorous  to  consider  the  question. 
He  trusted  there  was  no  objection  to  fixing  upon  the 
nor  was  it  probable  that  a  later  period  would  be  de- 
cided upon  by  the  Senate  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
ihe  Senate  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, directing  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Housas  to  adjourn  on  the  36th  of  May.  He  would  not 
anticipate  any  discussion,  and  should  say  nothing  farther, 
unless  the  motion  were  opposed 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  thought  a  fortni^t's  notice  of  ad- 
journment was  aufBcient,  and  (liat  wotud  be  had  by  con- 
curring in  the  resolution  on  Honday  next.  He  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  concurring  ;  which  was  stistained. 

Mr  JOHNSON  of  Ken.  said,  he  waa  of  opinion  that  no 
man  believed  the  Senate  could,  or  would,  or  ought  to  sit 
longer  than  the  26th  May.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to 
know  how  many  days  the  Senate  waa  to  sit,  and  would, 
he  thought,  expedite  the  business. 

Mr.  McKlNLET  saidf  that  he  voted  the  other  day 
against  the  resolution,  and  he  would  now  slate  his  rea- 
•on  for  iMving  done  so.  The  State  of  Alabama  was 
deeply  interested  in  a  bill  which  had  been  three  years 
before  Congress,  and  hati  now  been  acted  upon  by  the 
other  House.  For  this  reason  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  a  few  days  since.  He  should  now  vote  for  it. 
He  could  not  but  remark  that  the  fnends  of  the  I'ariff 
bill  seemed  to  look  upon  any  motion  to  adjourn  as  a  trea- 
sonable jict.  This,  however,  was  no  argument  with  him, 
and  he  was  now  in  fovorof  6xing  the  liine  for  the  adjourn. 
meat. 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  to  say,  that  he,  for  one,  did  not 
come  under  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
although  he  was  a  fiifend  of  the  Tariff- 
Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  that,  as  he  did  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  the  final  question  on  the  resolution  at  pre- 
sent, he  would  move  to  lay  the  mes:Mtge  and  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was 
decided  in  Ihe  afHrmative. 

DEPORTED  SLAVES. 
On  motion  of  Mr  TYLEH,  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims 
of  individuals  provided  for  by  the  Ist  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent  waa  taken  up,  and  the  proviso  offered  yester- 
day by  Mr.  JoMVSToir,  of  Loutsianu,  being  under  con- 


sideration,  Mr.  TYLER  spoke  at  great  length  in  opposi. 
tton  to  the  motion,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON* 
the  bin  was  lud  on  the  table. 

TARIFF  BILL. 

The  unfinislied  buainess  of  yesterday  was  then  taken  up* 
being  the  bill  altering  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  im- 
poru  { the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  to  strike  outthe^dsec* 
tiun  still  pending. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  moved  to  divide  the  question  so  as 
to  take  the  vote-  on  each  item  embraced  by  the  section, 
separately. 

After  some  slight  conversation,  Hr.  FOOT  withdrew 
bis  metion  ;  which  was  renewed  by  Hr.  WEBSTER. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  renewed  his  motion  to  divide  the 
question  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SILSDEE  then  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  fa. 
vor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBS  TER  said  :— This  subject  is  surrounded 
with  embarrassments,  on  all  sidei.  Of  itsel(  however 
wisely  or  temperately  treated,  it  islidi  of  difliculties,  and 
these  difficulties  have  not  been  diminished  by  the  panic* 
ular  frame  of  this  bill,  nor  by  the  manner,  hitherto  pur- 
sued, of  proceeding  with  it.  A  diversity  of  interest  cx- 
ibts,  or  is  supposed  to  exist,  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. I'his  is  one  source  ol  difficulty!  l>ifi«rent  opinions 
ure  entertained  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress ;  (his  is  another.  And  thel^  again,  different  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  have  instructions,  which  they  feel 
bound  lo  obey,  and  which  clash  with  one  anotlier.  We 
liave  this  morning  seen  an  Honorable  Member  from  New 
York,  an  important  motion  being  under  consideration, 
lay  his  instructions  on  the  Table,  and  point  to  them,  us 
his  power  of  attorney,  and  as  conta.ning  tlie  directions  for 
his  vote. 

Those  who  intend  to  oppose  this  bill,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  all  or  any  furms,  care  not  iiow  objec- 
tionable it  now  is,  or  how  bad  it  may  be  made.  Others, 
finding  their  own  leading  objects  itatisfactorily  secured 
by  it,  naturally  enough  press  forward,  without  staying  to 
consider,  deliberateiy,  liow  injuriously  ottier  interests  may 
be  afiectcd.  All  these  ciiuses  create  emban-assnients,  and 
inspire  just  fears,  that  a  wise  and  useful  result  is  hardly 
to  be  expected.  There  seems  a  strange  disposilioti  to 
run  the  hazanl  ofextremes  {  and  to  forget,  that  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  measure,  proportion,  and  degree,  are  objects 
of  inquiry,  and  the  true  rules  of  judgment.  1  have  nut  had 
tlie  slightest  wish  to  discuss  the  measure  ;  not  believing 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  any  good  cotdd  be 
done  by  me,  iii  that  way.  Uutthe  frequent  declarations 
that  this  wai  altogether  a  New  England  measure,  a  bill 
for  securing  a  monopoly  to  the  capitalists  of  the  North, 
and  ullier  expressions  a  wmilar  nature,  have  induced 
me  to  say  u  few  words. 

New  England,  Sir,  has  not  been  a  leader  in  this  pul',- 
cy.  On  the  contrary,  she  held  back,  herself,  and  tried 
tu  hold  others  back  from  it,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  1834.  Up  to  1824,  die  was  accused  of  sinis- 
ter and  sellish  designs,  becatjsa  she  discountenanced 
the  progress  of  this  policy.  It  was  laid  lo  her  charge, 
then,  that  having  esiablished  her  manufactures  herself, 
she  wished  that  otiiers  should  not  have  thi:  power  of  rival- 
ling her  ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed  all  legislative  en- 
couragement. Under  tins  angry  denunciation  against 
hcr,'the  act  of  1834  passed.  Now  the  imputation  is  pre- 
cisely of  an  opposite  character.  The  present  measure  is 
pronounced  to  be  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  New 
Englund  t  to  be  brought  forward  by  her  agency,  and  de- 
signed to  gratify  the  cupidity  of  her  wealthy  establisli- 
menta. 

Both  charges.  Sir,  are  equally  without  the  slightest 
foundation.  The  opinion  of  New  England,  up  to  1834, 
was  founded  in  the  conviction,  tliat,  on  tlie  whole,  it 
was  wisest  and  best,  both  for  herself  and  others,  that 
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manuractures  sliould  nuke  haste  bIowI)-.  She  felt  a  re- 
luctaoce  to  trust  gnaX  inlersflts  oii  tli«  foundation  of 
Govemmant  patronape;  for  who  could  lell  bow  long 
■uch  patronage  would  last,  op  with  what  steadiness,  skilH 
or  pepseveraiice,  it  would  continue  to  be  granted  ?  H  is 
now  nearly  fifteen  years,  since,  among  tke  first  things 
which  I  ever  Teniiiredto  say  here,  was  tlic  expression  of 
«  serious  doubt,  whether  tliis  Government  was  fihed  by  its 
conttFuction,  to  aUminister  aid  and  protection  to  particular 
pursuits  i  whether,  having  called  such  pursuiu  into  being 
by  indications  of  its  tavor  it  wwuld  not,  afterwards,  desert 
them,  when  troubles  come  upon  them,  aiid  leave  them  lo 
their  fcte.  Whether  this  prediction,  the  result,  certainly, 
rf  chance,  and  not  of  sagacity,  will  so  soon  be  fulHIIed,  re- 
mains  t^  be  seen. 

At  tlie  same  time  it  is  true,  that  from  the  very  first 
commencement  of  the  Government,  those  who  have  ad- 
ministered  iU  concerns  have  licid  a  tone  of  encourage- 
ment and  invitation  toward  those  who  should  tmbark  in 
manufacture*.  AM  the  Presidents,  I  bel.evc,  without  ex- 
ception have  cunctirred,  in  tins  general  seniimeMtj  and  ttie 
ver>  first  act  of  Congress,  laying  duties  of  impost,  adopt- 
ed the  then  unusual  expedient  of  a  preamble,  apparently 
for  little  other  i.urpose  than  that  of  declaring,  that  the  du- 
ties, which  it  imposed,  were  imposed  for  the  encourage- 
mentand  protection  of  manufactures.  When,  al  the  com- 
mencementofthe  late  war,  duties  were  doubled,  we  were 
told  that  we  ^luuld  find  a  mitigation  of  the  weight  of  taxa- 
tion in,  the  new  aid  and  succour  which  would  be  thus  af- 
forded to  our  own  maiiufacturing  labor.  Like  arguments 
wereui^ed,  and  prevailed,  but  not  bytiicaid  of  New  Eng. 
land  votes,  when  the  Uriff  was  afterwards  arranged  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  1816.  Finally,  aftera  whole  winter's 
deliberation,  the  act  on824,  received  the  sanction  of 
,  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  settled  the  policy  of  the 
country.  What,  then,  was  New  England  to  do  '  She 
was  fitted  for  manufacturing  operations,  by  the  amount 
and  character  of  her  population,  by  her  capital,  by  the 
vigor  and  energy  of  iier  free  kbor,  by  the  skill,  econo- 
my, enterprise,  and  perseverance  of  Iter  people-  [  re- 
peat,  what  was  slic,  under  these  circumstances,  to  do  ' 
A  great  and  prasperous  rival  in  her  near  neighborhood, 
threatening  to  draw  li>om  her  a  part,  perhaps  a  great 
part,  of  her  foreign  commerce  j  was  she  to  use,  orto  ne- 
glect, those  otiicr  means  of  seeking  her  own  prosperity 
which  belonged  to  lier  character  and  her  condition  ? 
Was  she  to  liold  out,  forever,  against  the  course  of  the 
Government,  and  see  herself  losing,  on  one  side,  and  yer 
making  no  eB'orts  to  auatain  lierself  on  tlie  oilier  No 
Sir.  Nothing  wu  left  to  New  EngUnd,  after  the  act  of 
183^  but  to  conform  herself  to  the  will  of  otherti.  Noth- 
ing was  left  to  her,  but  to  couuder  that  the  Government 
had  fixed  and  detemiiited  iu  own  policy  ;  and  that  policy 
was  protection. 

New  England,  poor,  in  some  respects,  in  others,  is  as 
weakhy  as  her  neighbors.  Her  soil  would  be  held  in  low 
estimation,  by  those  who  ate  acquainted  with  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  some  of  the  meatlows  of  the  South. 
But  in  industry,  in  habits  of  labor,  skill,  and  in  accumd- 
lated  capital,  the  fruit  of  two  centuries  of  industry,  she 
may  be  said  to  be  rich.  Af^ep  this  final  declaration— this 
solemn  promulgation  of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  1 
agam  ask,  wliat  was  she  to  do  !  Was  she  to'deny  her- 
self the  use  of  her  advantages,  natural  and  acquired  ? 
Wasslielo  conlent  hei-self  with  useless  regrets  ?  Was  she 
longer  to  resist,  what  she  could  no  longer  prevent  '  Or, 
was  she,  rather  to  adapt  her  acts  to  her  condition  j  and 
seeing  the  policy  of  the  Govemmcntthtis  settled  and  fix- 
ed, to  accommodate  lo  it,  as  well  as  she  could,  her  own 
pursuits,  and  her  own  industry  '  Every  man  will  see  that 
she  had  no  option.  Every  roan  will  confess  that  there  re- 
mained for  her  but  one  course.  She  not  only  saw  this 
herself,  but  had*  all  alun;.  fbrcseen  that  if  the  s)*«tem  of 


protecting  manufactures  should  be  adopted,  she  must 
go  largely  into  I hem^L believe.  Sir,  almost  every  man 
irom  New  England  ffbo  voted  against  the  law  of  183*, 
declared,  that,  if  nutwtthstanding  his  opposition  to  that 
law,  it  should  pass,  there  would  be  no  alternative  but  to 
consider  the  course  and  policy  of  the  Government  as  then 
settled  and  fixed,  and  to  act  accorlingly.  The  law  d-d 
pass  {  and  a  vast  increase  of  investment  in  manufacturing 
establishments  was  the  consequence.  Those  who  made 
such  investments,  probably  entertained  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  as  much  as  was  promised  would  he  effectually 
granted  ;  and  that  if,  owingloany  unforeseen  occurence, 
or  untoward  event,  the  benefit  designed  by  the  law,  t» 
any  branch  of  manufactures,  should  not  be  realized,  it 
would  furnish  a  fair  case  for  the  consitleialion  of  Govern- 
ment. Certainly  ihey  could  not  expeC,  after  what  had 
passed,  that  interests  of  great  magnitude  would  be  left 
at  the  mercy  of  tl>e  very  firnl  change  of  circumstances 
which  might  occur.  »^ 

As  a  general  remark,  it  mav  be  said,  that  the  intereat* 
concerned  in  the  act  of  1824,  did  not  complain  of  their 
condition  under  it,  excelling  only  those  connected  with 
the  woollen  manufactures.  These  did  complain  ;  not  so 
much  of  the  act  itself,  as  of  a  new  stitte  of  circumstance^ 
unforeseen  when  the  law  passed^faut  which  had  now  aris- 
en to  thwart  its  beneficial  operations,  as  to  them;  ahliough 
in  one  respect,  perhaps  the  law  itself  was  thought  to  Be 
unwisely  framed. 

Three  causes  have  been  generally  stated,  as  having 
produced  the  disappointment  experienced  by  the  man- 
ufacturers of  wool,  under  the  law  of  1824. 

First,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  price  of  the  raw  material  < 
had  been  raised  toa  high,  by  the  act  itself  This  r"'"' 
had  been  discussed  at  the  time,  and  although  opinioiu 
varied,  the  result  so  fv  as  it  .lepended  on  this  part  rf 
the  case,  though  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  unexpect- 
ed, was  certainly  not  entirely  unforeseen.* 

But,  secondly,  the  manufacturers  imputed  their  disap- 
pointment to  «  reduction  of  the  price  of  wool  in  Engh^nd, 
which  took  place  just  about  the  date  of  the  law  of  1824. 
Tliis  reduction  was  produced  by  lowering  the  duty  on 
imported  wool  from  sixpence  sterling  to  one  (jenny  sto»- 
Iii;g  per  pound.  The  effect  of  this  is  obvious  enough  i 
but  in  order  to  sec  the  real  extent  of  the  reduction,  it 
maybe  convenient  to  state  the  mstlcr  more  particularly. 

The  meaning  of  our  Uw  was  doubtless  to  give  the 
American  manufacturer  an  advantage  over  his  English 
competitors.  Protection  must  mean  this,  op  it  means 
nothinj^.  The  English  manufacturer  having  certain  ;ad- 
vantages,  on  his  side,  such  as  the  lower  price  of  tabor, 
and  the  lower  interest  o(  money,  the  objest  of  our  law 
was  to  counteract  tlicse  :idvaiitages,  by  creating  oiliers, 
iu  behalf  of  tlic  American  manufacturer.  Thereibre  to 
see  what  was  necessary  to  be  done,  in  onler  that  the 
American  manufacturer  might  sustain  the  competition,  a 
relative  view  of  the  respective  advantages  was  tu  be  la-  , 
ken.  tn  this  view  the  verv  first  element  to  be  consider- 
ed  was,  what  is  to  each  party  the  cost  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial. On  this,  the  whole  must  materially  depend.  Now 
when  the  law  of  1824  passed,  the  English  manufacturep 
paid  a  duty  of  sixpence  sterling  on  imported  wool.  -But 
in  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  duty  was  reduced  by  par- 
liament from  sixpence  to  a  penny.  A  reduction  of  five 
pence  per  pound,  in  the  price  of  wool,  was  estimated  in 
Parliament  to  be  equal  to  a  reduction  of  twenty  aix  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  all  Imported  wool ;  and  tliis  reduc- 
tion, it  is  obvious,  had  its  effect  on  the  price  of  home-pro. 

■  ExUactlVom  Mr.  WelMter'i  Speech, untkaTanirtrf'US4.  "TU* 
Bill  propoMw,  aiao,  a  very  hirh  duiyupan  imported  weal ;  aad  ai  tkt 
a>  I  cMi  leant,  a  nuOoriiy  «  iBuiaActuTcr*  are  at  leaM  exoenrf- 
1^  ilout»rHt  whether,  taking  these  two  prDVteiom  teoettaer,  ih«  •!•(«  of 
the  taw  ii  mt  btttcr  ftw  Ihra  bow  than  it  wmM  U  if  difi  UllihottU 
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duoed  wool  aho.  Cllmoet,  then,  at  tbe  very  moment, 
tbatdte  rnmen  of  tbe  act  of  1834kW«re  Fusing:  the  price 
of  the  raw  material  here,  as  that  act  did  raise  it,  it  was 
.lowered  in  England,  by  the  ver^  great  reduction  uf  twen- 
ty six  per  cent.  Of  coune,  this  changed  the  whole  basts 
oif  the  calauhtiun.  It  wrought  a  complete  change  in  the 
relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  English  and 
AoMriean  eompetitora  t  and  threw  the  preponderance  of 
advantage,  most  decidedly  on  the  side  of  tkt  Englisli.  If 
the  American  manubcturerhad  not  vastly  too  great  a  pre- 
ference, before  this  rediwtion  took  place,  it  is  clear  be 
had  too  Uttlejif^erwarda. « 

in  a  paper  which  has  been  presented  to  tl^  Senate, 
and  often  referred  to  ;  a  paper  distinguished  the  abiU 
and  cletmeta  with  whidi  it  enforces  genOal  princi- 
pies~;the  Boston  Report--^  is  clearly  proved,  (what  in- 
deed is  rafllcieiitly  obviiHU  from  die  mere  comparison  of 
dates)  diat  the  Britirii  Government  dii  not  reduce  its 
duty  on  wool,  because  of  our  act  of  182*.  Certainly  this 
is  true  ;  but  lite  eflect  of  tliat  redtiction,  on  our  manufiic- 
tures,  was  the  same  precisely  as  if  the  British  act  had 
been  derigned  to  operate  against  them,  and  for  no  other 
purpose.  1 1  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  our  law  of 
I834h  and  the  reduction  of  the  wool  duty  in  England, 
taken  together,  left  our  maniiActures  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  thty  were  before.  If  there  was  any  reasonable 
ground  therefore,  for  pasung  the  law  of  18^  there  is 
now  the  same  ground  tbr  some  other  measure  t  and  this 
ground  loo  is  reinforced  by  the  ooiuideration  ol  hopes 
•xeited,  the  cnieiprisea  undwtaken.  andthe  oapital  in> 
vested,  in  consequence  of  that  law.  » 
.  So  much.  Sir,  tor  this  cause  of  disappointment. 

In  the  last  place,  it  was  alleged  by  the  manu&eturers, 
*hat  th^  suffered  from  the  mode  of"^ collecting  the  duties 
on  woollen  &brics  at  the  Custom  Uouses.  These  duties 
are  advaiorem  duties.  Such  duties  from  the  conunence- 
MMnt  of  lh«  nrcrament,  have 'been  estimated  .by  refer- 
ence to  the  invoice,  as  fixing  the  t*alue  at  the  place 
whenee  imported.  When  not  suspected  to  be  false  or 
naudulent,  the  invdce  is  the  regular  proof  of  value. 
Originally  tliis  was  a  tolerably  safe  mode  of  proceeding. 
Wb1le<lbe  importation  was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  Amei^ 
ioan  merchants,  the  invoice  would,  of  course,  if  not  fidse 
or  fraudulent,  express  terms  Md  the  price  of  an  actual 
purchase  and  sale.  Bat  aninvmce  is  not  aeccssariljr  an 
HMtniment  exprcanng  the  sale  of  goods  and  their  pnees. 
If  there  be  but  a  list  or  catalogue,  with  prices  staled  by 
way  of  estimate,  it  it  it  atill  an  invoice,  and  within  the 
lav.  Now  the  suggestion  is,  that  the  English  manufac- 
tunr,  in  making  out  an  invMoe,  in  which  prices  are  thus 
stated  by  bimBelf,  in  the  way  of  estimate  merely,  is  able 
te  obtain  an  important  advantage  over  the  Amenoan  mer- 
flbant  who  purchases  in  the  tame  market,  and  whote  in- 
v^trC  atate^  consequently,  the  actual  prices,  on  the  sale. 
And  Id  proof  of  this  suggeaHon  it  is  alleged,  that  in  the 
Ifqfest  inpntii^  city  in  the  Union,  a  very  great  propor- 
twn,  aome  say  neariy  all,  of  tlie  woollen  fabrics  are  im- 

Ewted  on  foreign  accounts.  The  various  papers  which 
ftve  COBM9  before  us,  praying  tor  a  tax  on  auction  sales, 
aver  that  the  invoice  of  the  foreign  importer  is  generally 
(leddedly  lover  than  titat  of  the  American  importer  t 
end  tliat,  u)  conaequence  of  this  and  of  the  practice 
of  the  sales  at  auction,  the  American  merdunt  must 
be  driven  out  of  the  trade.  1  cannot  answer  forthe  entire 
accuracy  of  these  statements,  but  I  have  no  doubt  there 
is  sooMthingoftnithiBtliem.  The  main  facts  have  been 
often  stated,  and  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  a  denial  of 
them. 

Is  it  time,  then,  that  nearly  the  whole  importation 
woollens  ia,  in  the  largest  importing  city,  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners  i  Is  it  true,  as  stated,  that  the  invoices  of 
sneh  fbnign  importers  are,  generally,  found  to  be  lower 
than  those  of  the  American  importer  i  U  these  things  be 
Yet.  IV.— 48 


so,  it  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 

under-valuatiuns  do  take'  place  ;  and  that  some  corrective 
for  the  evil  should  be  administered-  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  the  American  merchants  themselves,  begin  to  be* 
stow  attention  to  a  subject,  as  inlerestifig  to  them  as  it  is 
to  lite  manufacturers. 

Under  this  slat%  of  things.  Sir,  the  .law  of  the  last  ses- 
uon  waa  proposed.  It  was  confined,  as  I  thought  proper- 
ly, to  wool  and  woollens.  It  took  up  tlie  great  and  lead* 
ing  subject  of  compJaint,  and  nothing  ebe. 

It  was  urged  indeed,  against  that  Bill,  that  although 
much  had  been  said  of  frauds  at  the  custom  house,  no 
provision  was  made  in  it  for  the  prevention  of  sucli  frauds., 
That  is  a  misuke.  The  general  frame  of  the  bill  was  such, 
that,  if  skilfully  drawn  and  adapted  to  its  purpose.  Us  ten- 
dency to  prevent  such  frauds  would  be  manifest.  By  the 
fixit^  of  prices  at  successive  points  of  graduatkm,  or  nun' 
imums,  as  they  are  called,  tbe  power  of  evading  dixies  by 
under-valuationa  would  be  most  materially  restoain?'!.  If 
these  points,  indeed,  weresuf1icientlydiatan^itiBol*vious 
the  duty  would  assume  something  of  the  certainty  and  pre* 
cisionofaspedfioduty.  But  thisbiUfailed*  andCongMss 
adjourned,  in  Hatch  last  year,  leaving  the  subject  where  it 
had.  found  it. 

The  compl«nU  which  had  gWen  rise  to  the  bil^  con- 
tinued I  and  in  the  course  <^  the  summer,  a  meetiM*  of 
the  wool-growers  and  wool-manu&cttlters  assembled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  agreed  on  a  petition  to  Congress,  l  do 
not'feel  it  neoesssty,  on  hehalf  of  the  citixens  of  Ms— * 
ehtuetts,  to  disclaim  a  participation  in  that  aseeting.  Per- 
sons  of  much  vorth  anil  reSpectabiliiy  attended  it  from 
hbssachuaetts,  and  its  proceedings  and  results  manifest- 
ed, I  think,  a  d^p*ee  of  temper  and  modeiation,  hqiUy 
creditable  lb  those  who  composed  it.  41 

But  while  the  bill  of  last  year  was  confined  to  that 
which  alone  ha^been  a  subject  of  complaint,  the  bill  now 
before  us  is  of  a  vary  difTetent  description.  It  proposes 
to  raise  duties  en  various  other  aiticlei^  berides  wool  and 
woollens.  It  contains  some  proviiaons  which  bear,  irith 
unnecessary  severity,  on- the  whole  communilj^ ;  olben 
which  affceti  witli  p'eculiar  hardship,  particular  interests  ; 
while  both  of  them  benefit  nobody  and  nothing  but  tbe 
I'reasury.  It  contains  provisioni,  which,  with  whatevtf 
motive  put  into  it,  it  is  confessed  are  now  kept  in,  for  the 
very  purpose  destroying  the  bill  altegetlker  t  or,  with  the 
intent  to  compel  tlmse  who  expect  to  derive  benefit  to 
feel  smart  firom  it  slso.  Probably  sodi  a  uMvrt  of  aetion 
has  not  often  been  avowed. 

Tiie  wool  manufacturers  think  they  have  made  out  a 
case,  for  the  interposition  of  Congress.  Dhey  happen 
to  live,  priocipally,  at  tbe  north  and  east  i  and,  in  a  bill, 
professing  to  be  for  their  relief,  other  |tfoi>i«ons  are 
found,  which  are  supposed,  (and  suppofted^  because 
they  ate  supposed,)  to  oe  such  at  will  pres^  with  pecu- 
liar hardship,  on  that  quarter  of  tbe  country.  Sir,  ,vbat 
can  be  expected  but  evil  when  a  temper  like  this  pre- 
vails i  -How  can  such  a  hostile  retaliatory  legislation  be 
reconciled  to  common  justice,  or  common  prudence  ? 
Nay,  sir,  this  rule  of  action  seems  carried  still  fiutherA^ot 
only  are  cUuses  found,  and  continued  in  the  bill,  which 
oppress  particular  interests,  but  taxes  are  laid,  also,  which 
will  be  sevmly  felt  by  tbe  whole  union  i  and  this  too 
with  the  same  design,  and  for  the  same  end  before  meo- 
tiuned,  of  causing  the  smart  of  the  bill  to  be  felt.  Of 
this  description  is  the  molasses  Ux  ;  a  tax,  in  my  opinion, 
absurd  ana  preposterous,  In  reUtion  to  any  object  of  pro- 
tection I  needlessly  oppressive  to  the  whole  communi^  t 
and  benefitting  nobody  on  earth,  bulttie  Treasury.  And 
yet,  here  it  is,  and  here  it  is  kept,  under  an  ides,  con- 
ceived in  ignorance,  and  cherished  for  a  shwt  fived  tri- 
umph that  New  England  will  be  deterred,  by  this  tax, 
from  protecting  her  exlensive  woollen  roanufiuitures  ;  or, 
if  not,  tiiat  the  authors  of  this  policy  nay  at  least  have 
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the  ple&sure,  the  hig'h  pleuure,  of  perceiving"  that  the 
feels  the  effect  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  this  tux.  The  molasses 
imported  into  the  United  States  amounts  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  gallons  anniiglly.  Of  this  quantity,  not  more  than 
three  millions  are  distilled  the  remaining  ten  millions 
being  consumed,  as  an  article  of  wholesome  food.  The 
proposed  tax  is  not  to  be  laid  for  revenue.  That  is  not 
pretended.  It  was  not  introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the 
su(far  planters.  They  are  contented  witli  their  present  con. 
dition,  and  have  appliedfor  nothing.  Whattlien,  was  the 
I  object?  Sir,  the  onginal  professed  object,  was,  to  increase. 
I  b^  this  new  dut/  on  molaut  a,  the  i:unsumption  of  spirits 
^distilled  from  grain.  This,  I  aay,  was  the  object  ongt- 
nail;  professed.  But  in  this  point  of  view,  the  measure 
appears  to  me  to  be  preposteroirs.  It  is  monstrous  and 
out  of  all  proportion  anti  relation  of  means  to  ends.  It 
propese^to  double  the  duty  on  the  ten  millions  of  gallons 
uf  molasses,  which  are  consumed  for  food,  in  order  th^t 
it  may  likewise  double  the  duly  on  the  three  iitilliona 
whicn  are  distilled  into  spirits  t  and  tSX  tbi^  for  the  con- 
tingent and  doubtful  purnoae  of  augmenting  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  distilled  from  grain.  I  say  contingent 
and  doubtful  purpose ;  because  I  do  not  believe  any  such 
effect  will  be  produced.  I  do  not  think  a  hundred  gal- 
lons more  of  spirits,  dislilled  from,  grain  will  find  a  mar- 
ket in  consequence  of  this  tax  on  molasses.  The  debate 
ben  and  elsewhere  has  shown  thal^  I  Xhivk.  clearly. 
'ButauppMe  some  slight  effect  of  that  kind  ahould  be 
predoccd  )  it  it  so  desu«ble  an  object,  as  that  it  should 
be  soug4it  by  such  means  ?f  Shall  we  tax  food,  to  en- 
courage intemperance  *  Shall  we  raise  the  price  of  a 
wholesome  article  of  sustenance,  of  daily  consumption, 
^  es^eciatly^among  the  poorer  classes,  in  order  that  we  may 
enjoy  a  mere  chance  of  cauung  these  same  classes  to  use 
more  of  our  home  made  ardent  spiriu  i  y 

Sir,  tlie  bare  statement  of  this  question  puts  it  beyoid 
the  reach  of  all  argument.  No  man  will  seriously  undertake 
the  detenee  of  such  a  tax.  it  is  better,  much  more  can- 
did, certainly,  to  admit,  as  has  been  admitted,  tliat  obnox- 
ious as  it  is,*  and  abominable  as  tt  ii^  it  is  kept  in  tbe  bill 
with  a  special  view  to  its  cfTecti  on  New  Engluid  votea. 
and  New  England  intereitta. 

The  bill  abo  takes  away  all  the  drawback,  allowed  by 
existing  laws,  on  the  exportation  of  spirits  distilled  from 
molasses  I  and  this  it  is  supposed,  and  truly  supposed, 
will  affect  New  England-  It  will  connderably  aflect 
her ;  fur  the  exportation  of  such  spirits  is;  part  of  lier  trade, 
and  though  not  great  in  amounti  it  is  a  part  which  min 
gles  usefully  with  the  exportation  of  other  articles,  as- 
sists to  make  out  variety  of  cai^  and  finds  a  market  in  the 
North  of  Europe,  the  Hediteranean,  and  in  South  Ameri- 
ca. This  exportation  the  bill  proposes  entirely  to  destroy. 

Tbe  increased  duty  on  molasses,  white  it  thus  need- 
lessly and  wantonly  enhances  the  price  to  the  consumer, 
may  affect  also,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  importa- 
tion of  that  article,  and  be  thus  injurious  to  the  com- 
mticc  of  the  country.  The  importation  of  molisses  in 
ezonange  for  lumber,  provisions,  and  other  articles  of 
our  own  production,  is  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  our 
West  India  trade  t  a  trade,  it  may  be  added,  though  of 
small  profit,  yet  of  bhort  voyages,  suited  to  small  capitals. 


Yea,  sir,  this  tax  is  to  be  kept  li  the  bill,  that  New 
England  may  be  made  to  feel.  Gentlemen  who  hold  it 
to  be  wholly  unconstitutional  to  tay  any  tax  what-jvcr  for 
the  purposes  intended  by  tliis  bill,  yet  cordially  vote  for 
this  tax.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Smitb]  calls  the  whole  bill  a  "bill  of  abominationa." 
This  tax,  lie  agrees,  is  one  of  its  abominations— yyt  he 
votes  for  it.  Both  the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina 
have  signified  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  biU,  yet  they 
have  botli  voted  to  double  tbe  tax  on  molasses.  Sir,  do 
gentlemen  flatter  themselveif  that  tliia  course  of  policy 
can  answer  their  purposes  ?  Oo  the^  not  .perceive  that 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  with  a  view  to  aueb  avowed 
objects  must  nwaken  a  spirit  that  shall  treat  taunt  with 
scorn,  and  bid  menace  defiance  '  Do  they  not  know — 
if  they  do  not,  it  is  time  that  they  did— that  a  policy  like 
this,  avowed  with  such  self  satisnction,  persisted  in  with 
a  delight  which  should  only  accompany  the  discovery  of 
some  new  and  wonderful  improvement  in  tegislatio*, 
will  compel  every  New  EnHand  man  to  feel  that  be  is 
degraded  and  derased  if  be  oocs  not  resist  it. 

Sir,  gentlemen  mistake  us :  They  greatljr  mistake 
us.  To  those  who  propose  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  Go- 
vernment, and  to  enact  laws  on  such  principles  as  these, 
and  for  such  objects  as  these.  New  England,  be  assured, 
will  exhibit  not  submission,  but  resistance  ;  not  bumilia> 
tion,  but  disdain.  Against  her,  depend  on  it,  nothing  will 
be  gained  by  intimidation.  If  you  propose  to  suffer 
yourselves^  in  order  that  slie  may  suffer  also,  she  will  bid 
you  come  on— she  will  meet  cballei^  with  challenge- 
she  will  invite  yov  to  do  your  worst,  and  your  best,  and 
to  see  who  will  hold  out  longest  She  has  offered  you 
every  one  of  her  votes  in  tbe  Senate  to  strike  out  this 
tax  on  molawes.  You  have  refused  to  join  her,  and  to 
strike  it  out  With  the  aid  ef  the  votes  of  any  one 
Southern  Sute,  for  example,  of  North  Carolina,  it  could 
hare  been  struck  out.  But  North  Carolina  has  refused 
her  votes  for  this  purpme.  She  has  voted  to  keep  the  tax 
in,  and  to  keep  it  in  at  the  highett  rate.  And  yet,  ur. 
North  Carolina,  whatever  she  may  think  of  it,  is  fully  as 
much  interested  in  this  tax  as  Massachusetts.  I  think, 
indeed,  she  is  more  interested,  and  that  she  wiM  feel  it. 
more  heavily  and  sorely.  She  is  herself  a  great  con* 
somer  of  the  article,  throughout  all  her  clasMS  of  popu- 
lation. This  increase  of  the  duty  will  levy  on  her  citi- 
xens  a  new  tax  of  fifty  thous«ml  dollars  a  year,  or  more, 
although  her  Representatives  on  thu  floor  have  so  often 
told  us  that  the  People  are  now  poor,  and  already  borne 
down  with  taxes.  North  Carolina  will  feel  this  tax  also 
ill  her  trade,  for  what  of  foreign  commerce  has  sbe  more 
useful  to  her  tlian  the  West  Indian  market  for  her  provi- 
sions and  lumber  ?  And  yet  the  ^^ntlemen  from  North 
Carolina  insist  on  keeping  this  tax  in  tlie  bill.  Let  them 
not,  tlien,  eomplatn.  Let  them  not,  hereafter,  call  it  the 
work  of  others.  It  is  their  own  work.  Let  them  not 
lay  it  to  the  manufacturers.  The  manuActurers  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Let  them  not  lay  it  to  the 
wonl  growers.  The  wotil  growers  have  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Let  them  not  lay  it  to  New  Ei^nd.  New- 
England  has  done  nothing  but  to  oppose  it,  and  lo  ask 
them  to  oppose  it  also.  No,  airi  let  them  take  it  to 
themselves.    Let  them  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  own  do- 


employing  many  hands,  and  much  navigation,  and  the  M"^-   Let  them  assign  their  motives  for  thus  taxing  their 


earliest  and  oldest  branch  of  our  foreign  commerce. 
That  portion  of  this  trade  which  we  now  enjoy  is  con- 
ducted on  the  freest  and  most  liberal  principles.  The 
exports  which  mistain  it  are  from  tlie  East,  the  South,  and 
the  West— every  part  of  the  country  having  thua  an  in- 
terest in  its  continuance  and  extension.  A  market  fur 
these  exports,  to  any  of  these  portions  oT  the  cour.trv,  is 
Infinitely  of  more  importance  to  it  than  all  the  benefit  to 
be  expected  fh>m  the  supposed  increased  connunptien 
of  q>irits  distilled  from  gmn. 


own  constituents,  and  abide  their  judgment ;  but  do  not 
let  them  flatter  themselves  that  New  England  cannot  pay 
a  molasses  tax  as  long  as  North  Carolina  chooses  that 
such  a  tax  dull  be  psio. 

Sir,  I  am  sure  there  is  nobody  here  envious  <tf  the 
profperi^  of  New  England,  or  who  would  wish  to  see  it 
destroyed.  But  if  there  be  such  any  where,  I  cannot 
cheer  them  hy  holding  out  tJie  hope  of  a  speedy  accom- 

EUshment  of  their  wisnea.  Tbe  prosperity  of  New  Eng- 
nd,  like  that  of  other  parts  of  the  country,  may,  doubt- 
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teM,  be  afFected  injuriouily  by  unwise  or  unjiiat  laws.  It 
may  be  impaired,  especially  by  an  unsteady  and  shifting 
policy,  which  fosters  panicular  objects  to  day,  and'  aban- 
dons tliem  to-murrow.  She  mayadvanc^e  fttstcr,  or  slow- 
CE;  but  the  propelling  principle,  be  assured,  is  in  her 
deep,  fixed,  and  active.  Her  course  is  onvrard  and  for- 
wanl.  The  rreat  powers  of  free  labor,  of  moral  habits, 
of  general  eaueation,  of  good  inslitutiuns,  uf  skill,  en- 
terprise, and  persereranca,  are  all  working  with  her,  and 
for  her ;  anil,  on  the  amall  surfiice  which  her  population 
'covers,  she  is  destined,  I  think,  to  exhibit  btriking  re- 
sults ot  the  operation  «f  these  potent  causes,  in  wlutt- 
ever  constitutes  the  happiness  or  belongs  to  the  ornament 
«f  humo  ioeiety. 

Hr.  President,  this  tax  on  molasses  will  benefit  the 
Treasury,  though  it  will  benefit  nobody  else.  Our  finan- 
oea  wlV  at  least  be  impraved  by  it.  I  assure  the  gentle- 
nen  we  will  endeavor  to  use  the  funds  thus  to  be  mtsed 

Eroperly  and  wisely,  and  to  the  public  advantage.  IVe 
ire  alr»d/  paised  a  bill  for  the  Uclaware  Breakwuter; 
another  k  before  us  fbt-  the  improvement  of  scveml  of 
our '  harbors  1  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill  has 
been  brought  into  the  Senate,  while  I  have  been  speak- 
iogt  and  next  aesnon  we  Iit^  to  bring  forward  the 
breakwater  at  Nantucket.  1'liese  appropriations,  sir, 
wiH  require  pretty  ample  means :  it  will  be  convenient 
to  have  a  well  supplied  Treasury,  and  I  state  for  the  es- 
peidal  oomxdatinn  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  North 
Caroliiiar-that  so  long  as  they  choose  to  compel  thar  con- 
gtKaent%  and  my  constituents,  to  pay  a  molasses  tax,  the 
proceeds  thereof  shall  be  appmpriated.  as  far  as  1  am 
conoemed,  to  valuable  national  objects,  in  uaeftil  and  ne- 
cesaaiy  works  of  Internal  Improvefflents. 

Mr.  President,  in  what  I  have  now  said,  I  have  but  fol- 
lowed where  others  have  led,  and  compelled  me  to  ful> 
low.  1  have  but  exhibited  to  gentlemen  the  necessary 
•oMtfqueoeea  of  their  own  course  of  proceeding.  But 
Itatt' manner  of  passing  laws  js  wholly  against  my  own 
judgment;  and  repugnant  to  all  my  feelings.  And  1 
would,  even  now,  once  more  solicit  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider whether  a  different  course  would  not  be  more  wor- 
thy of  Ae  Seaate  and  more  uscAil  to  the  country.  Why 
ehoald  we  not  act  upon  this  bill  article  by  article— judge 
ftMy  <tf  eaeh-^«tam  what  a  majority  approves — and  re- 
ject the  teat  ?  If  it  be,  as  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland 
called  a  *  ImU  of  abominations,"  whr  not  strike  out  as 
many  of  die  abominetioM  as  we  can  r  Extreme  mea 
•area  cannot  tend  to  good.  'l*bey  must  produce  mis- 
ehief.  If  a  proper  and  moderate  bill,  ui  regard  to 
woo)  and  wooUeos,  bad  passed  last  year,  ve  should  not 
now  be  in  our  present  ntuation.  If  such  a  bill,  extend- 
ed petliaps  to  a  few  ether  articles,  if  necessity  so  reciui- 
red,  had  aeen  prepared  and-recomroended  at  Uiis  seBsion, 
much,  both  of  excitement  and  of  eri^  would  have  been 
avoided. 

Nevertheksa,  sir,  it  is  for  gentlemen  to  judge  for  them- 
•elvcs.  If,  when  the  wool  nunufecturers  think  tliey  have 
n  ha  right  to  call  on  Congress  to  canv  into  effect  what 
was  inUnded  fbr  them  by  the  law  of  1834(  and  when 
there  ii  manifested  aome  dispontion  to  comply  with  what 
tbmr  thus  request,  the-  benent  oaonol  be  granted,  nefct^ 
thelesi^  in  any  other  manner  tlwn  by  inserting  it  in  a.  sort 
5>f_  bill  of  pains  and  penalties—a  "  bill  of  abominations," 
it  is  Hot  fbr -me  to  attempt  to  reason  down  what  has  not 
been  reasoned  up  {  but  I  must  content  mysalf  with  admo- 
nishing gentlemen  that  their  policy  is  destined,  in  all  pro- 
bability, to  ternunate  in  their  own  sore  disappointment 

I  adveit  onee  more,  sir,  to  the  subject  of  wool  and 
woollenst  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that,  even  in  re- 
•peot  to  that  part  of  the  bil^  the  interest  mainly  protect- 
ed is  not  tliat  of  the  manufiicturera.  On  the  contracy, 
k  is  that  of  the  wool  growersjBThe  wool  grower  is  vast- 
ly more  benefitted  than  the  n^ufiwturer.   The  interest 


of  the  manuhcturer  is  treated  as  neconclafy  and  subordi- 
nate throughout  the  bill.  Just  so  much,  and  no  mure,  is 
done  fbr  him  as  is  supposed  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  and  manufaciure  the  woul.  The  agricullurtl 
interest,  the  farming  interest,  the  interest  of  the  sheep 
owner,  is  the  great  object  which  the  bill  is  calculated  (o 
benefit,  and  which  it  will  benefit,  if  the  manufactures 
can  be  kept  alive.  Acomparison  of  exiatingduties-with 
those  proposed  on  the  wool  and  on  the  clotn,  will  show 
how  this  part  of  the  case  stands.  J 

At  present,  a  duty  uf  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valotem  is  laid 
on  all  wool,  costing  ten  cents  per  pound,  or  upwards; 
and  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  all  wool  undei*  that  price 

The  present,  bill-proposes  a  specific  duty  of  four  c^nts 
per  pound,  and  also  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  all  wool  uf  every  description. 

Tlie  result  of  the  combination  of  these  two  duties,  \% 
that  wool,  fit  for  nuking  good  cloths,  and  costing  from 
thirty  to  fbrty  cents  per  pound,  in  the  foreign  market, 
will  pay  a  duty  at  least  equal  to  sixty  per  cent,  ad  valo* 
rem.  And  wool  costing  less  tlian  ten  cents  in  the  for- 
eign market,  will  pa);  a  duty,  oa  an  average,  of  a  hiin- 
dKd  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

*■  Now,  sir,  these  heavy  duties  are  laid  for  the  wool  grow- 
er. They  are  designed  to  give  a  spring  to  sgrtctilture, 
by  fostering  one  of  its  most  important  products. 

])ut  let  us  see  what  is  d<^te  for  the  manufiwturer,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  manunetare  the  raw  material*  at 
prices  so  much  enhanced. 

As  tiie  bill  passed  die  House  of  RepreM^tativea,  the 
advance  of  duties  on  clothe  is  supposed  to  liave  been  not 
more  than  three  per  cent,  on  the  minimum  points.  Tid- 
ing the  amount  of  duty  to  be  notl^  thirty-seven  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  on  cloths,  this  bill,  as  it  came  to  u^  propos^^ 
cd,  if  that  supposition  be  true,  only  to  carry  it  up  t^^ 
forty.  Amendments,  here  adopted,  have  enhanced 
this  duty,  and  are  understood  to  have  eattied  it  up  to  a'^ 
duty  of  forty-five,  or  perhaps  fif^y  per  cent  ad  valorem* 
Tslcing  it  at  the  highest,  tlie  duty  on  tlie  cloth  is  raited 
thirteen  pee  cent,  while  that  on  wool  is  raised  in  some 
instances  to  thirty,  and  in  some  instances  elglity-five  per 
cent]  that  is,  in  one  case,  from  thirty  to  sixty,  and,  in 
the  other,  from  fifteen  to  a  hundred.  V-Now^  the  calciila' 
tion  is  said  to  be^rue  which  supposes  that  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent  on  the  raw  materia^  enhances,  by  fifteen  per 
cent,  the  cost  of  produeiitg  the  cloth,  tlie  rawmaterid 
being  estimated  generally  to  be  equal  to  half  the  ex- 
pense of  tiM  fobric.  So  that  while  by  this  bill  the  man- 
ufacturer gains  thirteen  per  cent,  on  the  cloth,  he  would 
appear  to  lose  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  same  cloth,  by  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  wool.  And  this  not  only 
would  appear  to  be  true,  but  would,  I  suppose,  be  actu- 
ally true,  were  it  not  that  the  market  may  be  open  to  the 
manufiwturer,  under  iliis  bill,  for  such  cloths  as  may  be 
furnished  at  prices  intermediate  between  the  graduated 
prices  established  by  the  bill. 

Fur  example :  few  or  no  foreign  cloths,  it  is  supposed, 
costing  more  than  fifty  cents  a  yard,  and  less  than  a  dol- 
lar, will  be  imported  i  therefore  American  cloths  worth 
more  than  fifty  cent%  and  less  than  a  d<rilar,  will  find  a 
market  So  of  the  intervals  or  intemediate  spaces  be- 
tween the  other  statute  pricec.  In  this  mode  it  may  be 
hoped  that  the  manufacturers  may  be  sustained  atul  ren- 
dered able  to  carry  on  the  work  of  converting  the  raw 
material,  the  agricultural  product  of  the  country,  into  an 
article  necesaaiy  and  fit  for  use.  And  this  sUtement|  I 
think*  Buffioiently  shows  that  no  further  benefit  or  advan. 
tage  is  intended  fbr  them,  than  sueh  as  shall  barely  ena- 
ble them  to  accomplidi  that  purpose ;  and  that  tM  ob- 
ject, to  which  all  others  have  been  made  to  yield,  is  tiie 
advantage  of  agriculture. 

And  yet,  sir,  it  is  on  occasion  of  a  bill  tlius  framed, 
that  a  loud  and  ceaseleu  ciy  has  been  mised  agahut  what 
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ii  caUed  the  cupidity*  the  aTtrice,  the  monopolizing  spi- 
rit of  New  England  manufacturers.  Tliis  is  one  of  the 
main  " abominations  of  the  bill)"  to  remedy  which,  it 
ia  propoaed  to  keep  in  the  other  abominationa.  Under 
the  proapect  advantage  hehl  out  by  the  law  of  1834,. 
men  have  rentHred  their  ibitunea  and  their  means 
of  8^»istenoe  for  thenttetves  and  families,  in  woollen 
raamtfaetures.  They  have  ventured  investments  in  ob- 
jecta  requhing  a  large  out>1ay  of  capital,  in  mills,  Iiouses, 
water-workSf  and  exp%nftivc  machinery.  Events  have 
occurred  blighting  their  prospects  and  withering  their 
Xttyfv.  Bvents  which  have  deprived  them  of  that  de- 
gree succour  which  the  LegiHnture  maniftstly  intend- 
ed. ^Tbey  come  here  asking  relief  agijnst  an  nnfore- 
■sen  occurrence — for  remedy  agtunst  inat  which  Con. 
grcBS,  if  it  bad  foreseen,  would  have  prevented.  And 
ttiey  are  told  that  what  they  ask  is  an  abomination  !  They 
say  that  an  interest  im^rtant  to  them  and  important  to 
.  Ur  countiy*  and  principally  called  into  existence  by  the 
Government  Haef^  baa  received  a  severe  shock,  under 
which  it  must  rinl^  if  the  Government  will  not,  by  rea- 
sonable means,  endeavor  to  preserve  what  it  has  created. 
And  they  are  met  with  a  volley  of  hard  names,  a  tirade 
of  reproaches,  and  a  loud  cry  against  capitalists,  specula- 
tors, and  stock-jobbers.  For  one,  I  think  them  hardly 
treated:  1  think,  and  from  the  be^nning  have  thought, 
their  claim  to  be  a  ftir  onej  With  how  much  soever  of 
undue  baitef  or  even  of  credull^,  they  may  be  thought 
to  have  embarlced  in  these  purmnt^  under  the  liopes  held 
out  by  Government,  I  do  not  fte\  it  to  b^  just  that  tliey 
^ould  be  abandoned  to  tlieiv  fate  on  the  first  adverse 
change  of  circumstances,  although  I  have  always  seen, 
and  now  see,  how  difficult,  perhaps  I  should  talher  say, 
^Bpw  impossible,  it  is  for  Congress  to  act,  when  amh 
^Vnangcs  occur,  in  a  nunner  at  once  efB<^t,  but  dis- 
creet {  prompt^  but  yet  modeMte. 

f  For  these  general  reasons,  aod  on  these  grounds,  I  am 
decidedljr  in  favor  of  a  measure  wfaioh  shall  uphold  and 
support,  in  behalf  of  the  manufacturers^  the  law  of  1834, 
SIM  caity  its  benefits  and  advantages  to  the  fuU  extent 
intended.  And  though  I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  particular  form  of  these  enactments,  t  am  willing  to 
ttk^  them,  in  the  belief  that  they  will  answer  an  essen- 
tially important  and  necessary  purpose^ 
^  It  is  BOW  wy  painful  duly  to  take  ifotice  of  another 
|im  of  this  bill,  which  I  tliink  in  the  highest  degree  ob- 
jectionable and  unreasonable  {  X  mean  the  ezttacndinary 
augmentadon  of  the  duty  on  hemp.  1  carnot  well  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  unwise  or  ill-judged  than  this  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be.  The  duty  ia  nearly  thirty-live  dd- 
bf*  per  ton  t  »ni  the  bill  proposes  a  prwresnve  increase, 
till  it  shsn  reach  sixty  doUais.  This  will  be  absolutely 
rapressive  on  the  shipping  interest,  the  great  consumers 
or  tiM  article.  When  thb  duty  sliall  have  reached  its 
maximum,  it  will  create  an  annual  charge  of  at  least  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  falling  not  on  the  af^^gate 
of  the  commercial  interest,  but  on  tlie  sliip  owner.  It  is 
a  veryunequd  burden.  The  navigsiion  of  the  country 
has  already  bad  a  baid  struggle  to  sustain  Itself  u^ainst 
Ibreign  competition  ;  and  it  is  smgnlar  enoug^  that  this  in- 
terest, which  is  alrea^  so  severely  tried,  which  pays  so 
much  in  duties  on  hemp,  duck,  and  iron,  and  which  it  is 
now  pnn>osed  to  put  under  new  burdens,  is  tlie  only  in- 
terest wluch  is  subject  to  a  direct  tax  by  a  law  of  Con- 
g^Bs.  The  tonnage  duty  is  such  a  tax.  If  this  bill 
should  {MM  ia  iu  present  fom,  I  sindt  think  it  my  duty, 
at  the  wlieat  suitable  opportunity-,  to  bring  fcrward  a 
biM  for  the  repeal  of  the  tonnage  du^  It  amounts,  I 
think,  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  } 
.  and  its  removal  will  be  due,  in  all  justice,  to  the  ship 
owner,  if  be  is  to  be  made  subject  to  a  new  taxation  on 
henp  and  iron. 
But,  (^jectioaidiie  as  this  tax  i%  fran  iu  severe  pres- 


sure on  a  particular  interest,  and  that  at  present  a  de- 
pressed interest,  there  are  still  fortbergruurMlsof  dissatis- 
laction  with  it.  It  is  not  calculated  to  ^ect  the  object  in- 
tended by  it.  If  that  object  be  the  increase  of  the  dew 
rotted  A  merican  hemp,  the  increased  du^  will  have  little 
tendency  to  produce  that  result  i  because  such  hemp  is 
so  much  lower,  in  price,  than  imported  hemp,  that  it 
must  be  already  used  for  such  purposes  as  it  is  fit  for. 
It  is  said  to  be  selling  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  doUars 
per  ton,  while  tlie  imported  hemp  commands  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  dollars.  The  proposed  dutjr,  therefore, 
cannot  materially  assist  the  sale  of  the  AtDcncanlMaip  ol 
this  quality  and  description. 

But  the  main  reason  given  for  this  iituease,  is  the  en- 
couragement of  American  water-rotted  hemp.  Hoabtles* 
this  is  an  impratant  object}  hut  I  have  seen  noUiiogtc* 
satisfy  me  that  it  can  be  olii;iined,  by  means  like  toia. 
At  presentfthere  is  produced  in  the  cuuiilry  na  ownsidef»- 
ble  quantity  of  water  rotted  hemp.  It  is  probkauAicel^ 
at  least,  whether  it  can  be  produced  under  any-  encenr- 
ag^ment.  The  hemp  may  be  grown,  .  doubUess,  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  any  country 
in  the  world;  but  the  process  of  preparing  it  for  use,-  by 
water-rotting,  1  believe  to  be  more  difnralt  sad  laboriou* 
than  is  geiiendly  thoughtamong  us.  linctine  to  think,  that» 
liappily  for  us,  labour  is  in  too  much' demand,  and  ceei- 
mauds  too  high  prices,  to  allow  this  process  to  be  crtried 
on  profitably.  Other  objections,  also,  bestdeathe  aaout 
of  Wbxm  required,  mw,  perhaps,  be  found  to-exist.  In 
climate,  and  in  the  cfrecU  liable  to  be  praduced  on 
health,  in  warm  countries,  by  the  nature  of  the  process* 
But  whether  there  be  foundation  for  these  suggestions^ 
or  not,  the  fact  still  is,  that  we  do  not  produce  the  arti- 
cle. It  cannot,  at  present,  be  bad  at  any  price.  To  aag- 
meiit  the  duty,  therefore,  on  foreign  hemp,  can  only  baink 
the  effect  of  compelling  the  eonsumet  to  pay  so  UMteh  IMM 
money  into  the  Tressuiy.  The  proposed  increase  then* 
is  doubly  objectionable;  first,  because  it  crestes  a  charge* 
not  to  be  borne  equ:illy  by  the  whole  country,  but  a  new 
and  heavy  charge,  to  be  borne  exclusively  by  one  pap* 
ticular  interest;  and  second,  besause,  that  of  the  moit^ 
raised  by  this  charge,  iiule  or  noDC  goes  to  accoti^lisa 
the  professed  objeet,by  aiding  the  hemp  grewcari but  thft 
whole,  or  nearly  the  wliole  UlU  into  the  Trwuury.  Thua 
the  efTect  will  he  in  no  way  porportioned  to  w  cauaa^ 
nor  the  advantage  obtained  by  some,  at  all  equal  to  tb« 
hardship  imposed  on  others.  While  one  tntereaf  wiU 
suffer  much,  the  ntlier  interest  will  gain  little  or  nothing. 

I  am  q«ite  willing  to  make  a  thorough  and  fair  experi- 
ment, on  the  sitbject  of  water-rotted  hempt  but  I  wiab»at 
tlie  same  time,  Iu  flo  this  in  a  msnner  that  shall  net  op" 
press  individual^  or  particular  classes.  I  intend,  thn^invr 
to  move  an  amendment,  which  will  conustin  strikiugout 
sn  much  of  the  present  bill  as  raises  the  duly  on  hemp* 
higher  than  it  is  at  present,  and  in  inserting  a  clause,  tM^ 
king  it  the  duly  of  the  Navy  Uepartment  to  purchase* 
for  the  public  service,  American  water-rotted  hemp  when- 
ever it  can  be  had  of.a  suitable  qualitjf  provided  iteau 
be  purchased  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  by  owre  than  tweBl7 
per  eent.  the  current  price  of  imported  hemp,  of  tha 
same  quality.  If  this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  tha 
ship  owner  would  have  no  reason  to  complain,  as  the  priea 
of  the  article  wotild  not  be  enhanced, to  him  ;  and  at  the ' 
same  time,  the  hemp  grower,  who  ihall  try  the  experi- 
ment, will  be  made  sure  of  a  certain  market,  and  a  bigh 
price.  I1ie  exIsUag  duty  of  thirty  five  dolhu«  per  ten 
will  remain  te  be  stiU  borne  by  the  sUp  owner.  The 
twenty  per  cent,  advance,  on  the  price  of  imported  hemp* 
will  be  eqtml  to  fifty  dollars  per  ton;  the  aggregate  wiU 
be  eighty-five  dollars;  and  this,  it  must  be  admitted,  ts  a 
liberaTand  efTective  provislpn,  and  wiU  secure  every  thing 
which  can  be  reasonably  ^bsired,  by  the  bemp-grinrcr) 
in  the  most  ample  mamicr. 
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But,  if  thtt  bill  tbould  become  a  law,  and  fo  into  opera- 
tisii  in  it«  present  thape,  this  duty  on  hemp  u  likely  to  de- 
f^t  itaown  object  in  another  way.  Very  intelligent  persons 
cotertain  the  opinion^  that  the  consequence  of  this  high 
duty  wiH  be  suoh^that  American  vessels, engaged  in  foreign 
conunerce,  vrtlli  toa  great  extent,  supply  themselves  A'ith 
eorda^  abroad.  This,  of  eourae,  viU  diminish  the  con- 
■umptwa  at  home,  and  tlius  injure  the  hemp-grower,  and 
at  tlw  same  time,  the  manufacturer  of  eorda^.  Againi 
there  may  be  reason  to  fear,  that  as  (he  duty  »  not  raised 
oa  cordage  manufactured  abroad,  such  cordage  may  be 
imported,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  the  place  of  the 
unmanuftcturrd  article.  Whatever  view  we  take,  there- 
fore, uf  thia  hemp  duty,  it  appears  to  me  aUogetber  ob- 
jeetioMtble. 

'Much  hm  been  said  of  the  protection  which  the  na- 
vigmtion  of  the  country  has  received,  from  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  tonnage,  and  the  sxcluMve  enjoyment  of 
the  coasting  trade.  In  my  opinion,  neither  of  these  mea- 
mrea  baa  materially  sustained  the  shipping  interest  of  the 
United  States.  I  do  not  concur  in  the  sentiments,  on  that 
poitrt,  quoted  Trem  Dr.  Seybert'a  statistical  work.  Dr. 
Seybert  was  an  intelligent  and  worthy  man,  and  compiled 
a  raliiable  book)  but  he  wai  mg^fed  in  public  life  at  a 
time,  whttn  it  was  more  ftshionable  than  it  has  since  be- 
come, to  ascribe  efficacy  to  discriminating  duties.  The 
abipiMfig  interest  in  tliis  country  has  made  its  way  by  its 
own  enterprise.  By  its  own  vigorous  exertion,  it  spread 
itself  over  (he  seas,  and  by  the  same  exertion,  it  stilt  holds 
it»  place  there.  It  seems  ifUe  to  taUc  of  the  benefit  and 
adnntage  of  diserimimtting  duties,  when  they  operate 
ag^nst  OS  on  one  side  of  the  ocean,  quite  as  much  as  they 
operate  for  iib  on  the  other.  To  suppose  that  two  na- 
tions, having  intercourse  with  eaeh  other,  can  secure,  each 
to  itself,  a  deoided  advantage  in  that  intercourse,  is  little 
less  than  absurdity:  and  tbi«  is  the  abnirdity  of  discrimi- 
nating duties.  StUI  lest  rcftson  is  there  for  the  idea,  that 
our  own  Mp-ownera  h<dd  the  exehisive  enjoyment  of  the 
ooasllng^ trade,  only  by  virtue  of  the  law,  which  secures 
it  to  their  exclusive  emptoyntent.  Look  at  the  rale  of 
IMghta.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  litis  coasting  trade 
ifcon^oted  by  our  own- vessels,  and  the  competition  which 
MsbsiMa  between  them.  In  a  msjority  uf  instances,  prob- 
■bly,  these  vessels  are  owned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  tliose 
who  navigate  (hem.  Theae  owners  are  at  home,  at  one 
end  of  the  vt^agei  and  repairs  and  supplies  are  thus  ob- 
tained in  the  cheapest  and  most  economical  manner.  No 
foreign  vessel  would  be  able  to  partake  iii  this  trade,  even 
by  the  aU  of  preferences  and  bounties. 

The  shipping  interest  of  this  country  requires  only  an 
open  fteld  and  a  &ir  chance.  Every  thing  else  it  will  do 
fur  itself.  But,  it  has  not  a  fair  chance,  while  it  is  so  se- 
verely taxed,  in  whatever  enters  into  the  necessaty  ex- 
|ienee  of  building  and  equipment.  In  tltia  respect,  iu 
rivals  liave  advantages  which  may  in  the  end  prove  to 
be  deeinre  agwnst  us.  1  entreat  the  Senate  to  examine  and 
weigh  this  subject,  and  not  go  on^  blindly,  to  unknown 
consequences.  The  English  ^hip-owner  is  carefully  re 
0M<dedbyhisgoveroment,andaidedandsuocoured,  when 
ever  and  wherever  neeeisaiy,  by  a  sbarp-ngbted  policy. 
Betli  be  and  (he  American  mip-nwner  ootain  their  hemp 
from  Russia.  But  observe  the  difference.  The  duty  on 
hrcnp  in  England  is  but  twCnty-one  doUan;  here.  It  is 
proposed  to  make  it  sixty  ;  notwithstanding  its  cost  here 
is  necessatily  enlwnced  by  an  additional  freight,  propor- 
tioned to  a  voyage,  looger  than  that  which  brin^  it  to  the 
Bnglisti  oDOsumer,  by  the  whtrfe  breadth  of  the  Atlantic. 
Sir,  I  wish  to- invoke  the  Senate's  attention,  earnestly,  to 
this  subject]  I  would  awaken  the  regard  of  the  whole 
6evemmer.t,  more  and  more,  not  only  on  this  but  on  all 
accMOMs,  to  ttus  great  national  interest,  an  interest,  which 
lies  at  the  very  fuundntion,  both  of  our  oommercid  pros- 
perity and  oar  naval  acbiereowDt. 


Ur.  W.  conotoded  by  subnatting  the  following  an  » 
substitute  for  the  provision  in  the  bill,  relative  to  hesopf 
That  the  Navy  Department  be  directed  to  purchase, 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  American 
water  rotted  hemp,  when  it  can  be  procured  of  a  suita- 
ble quality,  and  at  a  price  not  exceeding,  by  more  than 
twenty  per  cent,  the  price  of  tlie  import^  article." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  that,  perceiving  a  disposition  en 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  take  the  question,  he  was  un- 
willing  to  cause  delay  ;  but  as  they  had  been  forced  'imo, 
at  least  a  partial  discusuon  of  the  subject  before  them,  in 
which  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  give  a 
rileut  vote,  he  should  assume  the  privilege  of  addressing 
the  cbair,  without  wuting  for  a  motion  to  a^jouro. 
*  I  will  not  (Mr.  J.  remarked)  say  that  I  am  astonished 
at  the  proposition  now  under  discussion,  which  strikes, 
so  deadly  a  blow  at  the  interesU  of  the  western  counts. 
After  what  I  have  heard  and  witnessed,  I  have  no  right 
to  express  astonishment.  But  my  constituents,  accustom- 
ed to  regard  with  equal  interest  every  section  of  the 
Union,  and  never  wishing  a  favor  that  would  cost  the  re- 
motest part  a  sacrifice,  will  be  greatly  astonished  at  thia 
motion,  and  cspecialiy  at  the  quarter  from  which  itoomei. 
They  will  exclaim  with  the  expiring  Ccsai^  "and  thou 
too  Brutus  <**  It  is  a  proposition  from  an  avowed  and 
leading  advocate  of  the  American  System"  as  it  is  so 
plausibly  called,  to  take  off  the  duty  from  bemp,  cotton 
bagging,  molasses,  and  foreign  distilled  spirits.  If  these 
articles  are  exempted  from  duty,  what  renuuning  interest 
lias  the  west  in  tbis  long  expected  tariff  ?  None.  Strike, 
them  out,  and  the  Whole  western  interest  is  sacrifictsd — 
our  western  farmers  and  manufacturers  are  abandoned — 
tlieir  equitable  righta  totally  disregarded,  and  our  boast- 
ed "  American  System"  becomes  to  one  section,  a  system 
of  cupidity — and  a  sysiem  of  oppression  to  the  other. 
We  must  pay  a  tribute  on  all  that  we  purchase,  and  sulTer 
a  destructive  sacrifice  on  all  that  we  sell. 

I  have  been  biglily  gratified  with  the  general  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WiBsrsft.1  In 
argument,  liis  expressions  are  liberal ;  he  is  tlieoredcally 
magnanimous,  the  advocate  fur  equal  benefits  to  every 
part  of  the  Union ;  but  in  the  application  pf  his  principles 
to  the  bill  before  us,  his  theory  ia  most  unfortunately 
illustrated,  lu  practical  eflect  iii  highly  character- 
istic t  it  is  to  embrace  his  own  &vorite  section,  entirely 
regardless  of  the  long  neglected  interests  of  the  west— to 
sustain,  at  the  expense  of  the  west,  the  manufacturers  of 
wool,  located  principally  in  New  England  and  near  the 
waters  of  the  Allaatic.  Beyond  tbis  interest,  he  is  not 
disposed  to  travel  far.  Western  produce  and  mauufac- 
turea  are  not  embraced  in  his  views  uf  American 
policy. 

The  Slate  of  Kentucky  has  l>een  much  aptated,  but 
not  much  divided  upon  the  "American  System."  I  is  witb 
us  a  lavorite  system.  A  tariff  founded  in  equity,  extend- 
ii^  eqiuillr  its  beneficial  effects  to  all  parts  of  tlie  Union, 
will  be  favorably  received  throuehout  the  west.  But  a 
partial  system,^  a  sectional  system,  a  mere  woollen  sys- 
tem, will  receive  the  support  of  no  party  there-  We 
woukl  nut  receive  a  paitiiil  faVor,  if  it  should  be  tendered' 
us  at  the  expense  of  the  east  i  nor  can  we  sacrifice  to  that 
section  the  dearest  interests  of  the  west  The  industry 
of  the  west  is  worthy  of  the  same  support  as  that  of  (he 
east  i  and  our  object  is  to  encourage  and  protect  both. 
It  is  American  industry  that  we  wisii  to  call  in  requi- 
Ntion,  not  the  industry  of  the  east,  or  of  the  west,  or  oC 
the  north,  or  the  south,  but  the  industry  ol  the  whole.— 
We  are  one  &mily,  and  we  ask  for  equal  Benefit  to  every 
member  as  fiu:  as  practicable.  Let  this  be  done,  and 
we  shall  be  a  harmonious  community.  From  the  remarks 
uf  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  I  began  to  cherish 
the  hope  that  we  should  realize  the  prospect  held  out  to 
us  m  the  west  on  a  late  oceasiuu,  when  it  became  impor- 
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tatit  to  unite  their  feelings  with  those  of  the  emst.  IVe 
were  then  told  with  a  confidence  which  political  infideli- 
ty itself  could  scarcely  question,  that  we  might  safely  rely 
upon  the  fiiendship  and  support  of  the  east  on  thia  occa- 
sion {  and  I  can  inform  the  honorable  Senator,  that  tite 
friends  of  the  administration  in  Kentucky,  during  the  last 
August  elections,  fought  their  battles  at  the  polu.  under 
the  banner  of  the  hemp  stalk-  They  appeared  at  the 
hustings  with  flvrng  colora,  and  the  hemp  sUlk  was  their 
ensign.  This  fact  is  not  introduced  with  a  view  of  stir- 
ring up  party  feelings,  but  to  shew  something  of  the 
mortification  which  my  constituents  niuat  feel,  when  they 
learn  thjtt  the  friend  in  whom  they  were  taught  to  con- 
flde*  has  seised  upon  their  standard  to  destroy  it — when 
they  discover  that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Tilamon  Jfax  of  the  "  American  System," 
the  able  firiend  and  firm  supporter  of  the  Administratiun, 
has  moved  to  strike  from  the  protection  of  this  hilt,  not 
only  th<4r  hemp,  but  every  otiier  article  of  interest  to  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  aigument  of  the  gentleman  has  been  confined 
principally  to  the  importance  of  protecting  woollens  ; 
ind,  therefore*  he  urges  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
hemp  and  other  articles  more  imporUnt  to  the  west  than 
woollens  to  the  east.  He  assumes  the  ground,  that  the 
government  has,  by  its  policy,  invited  the  manufacturers 
of  wool  to  vest  their  capital  in  this  business  ;  and  that  the 
faith  of  the  g^overnment  is  therefore  pledged  to  protect 
them  from  foreign  competition  ;  that  is,  because  the  gov- 
erament  has  done  much  for  tliem,  it  is  hound  to  do  much 
more  t  but  because  it  has  done  little  or  nothing  for  the 
west,  it  ought  to  do  nothing.  The  corollary  of  the  pro- 
position is,  that  the  privileged  order  should  receive  high- 
er privileges,  and  the  oppressed  should  receive  deeper 
oppression.  Admit  the  correctness  of  his  position,  so 
ftr  as  it  respects  woollens,  for  I  am  willing  and  desirous 
to  give  them  ample  protection,  and  thepnnciple  will  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  to  hemp,  cotton  bagging,  whiskey 
and  molasses.  I  am  not  disposed  to  divest  any  order  of 
its  privileges,  but  to  extend  those  privileges  to  every  in- 
terest, till  all  America  shall  be  of  one  order,  and  then 
the  higher  the  privileges  Uie  better.  If  the  law  of  1834 
protected  woollens,  the  same  law  extended  protection  in 
iiome  degree,  to  hemp,  flax,  cotton  bagging,  whiskey 
and  molassvs.  How  tlien  can  the  gentleman  ur%e  a  pledge 
in  one  case,  and  reject  it  in  the  others  ?  And^vith  what 
consistency  can  we,  while  recognizing  an  implied,  or 
censtruciive  pledge  to  the  eastern  manufacturer  of  wool, 
refuse  to  redeem  an  equal  pledge  to  the  western  fiumer 
and  mechanic  ? 

If  the  Senator  will  pursue  the  real  *' American  Svs- 
tern,"  agreeably  to  the  intention  uf  the  Harrisburg  Con- 
venth>n,  fo  clearly  expressed  in  their  report,  he  will  re- 
CMve  the  conlia\co-operationof  the  west.  A  majority  of 
all  parties  will  sustain  the  measure.  That  Convention 
originated,  it  is  true,  in  the  agitation  of  the  woolleits  bill, 
during  the  last  session  t  and  though  artificial  means  were 
employed  to  turn  tlie  question  to  party,  purposes,  by 
which  means  one  political  party  greatly  preponderated 
as  to  numberii,  yet  the  Convention  was  patriotic,  and 
acted  on  principles  of  equity.  Whatever  motives  msy 
have  predominated  iu  the  minds  of  some,  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  kind  of  patriotic  charm  in  the  State  at  whose 
capital  they  assembled,  that  forbade  partiality.  The 
verj'  atmosphere  of  Harrisburg  seems  lavumble  only  to 
what  justice  warrants  and  Heaven  approves.  ^  If  the  spir- 
it of  that  Convention  does  not  survive  in  all  iU  members, 
it  still  lives  i:)  Penns^ivaiiiu,  an  illustriuus  member  of  Uie 
good  old  American  family,  whose  garments  are  yet  un- 
polluted. That  respectuble  Convention  listened  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  aiid  embraced  in  their  report  almost 
every  article  which  is  named  in  this  bill ;  and  the  article 
of  hemp  is  paiticularly  recommended  as  a  proper  object 


of  protection  in  finng  the  tariff  Contrail  to  that  report, 
a  prupontion  is  now  made,  and  1  have  heard  it  with  deep 
regret,  to  reduce  the  "  American  System,"  to  a  woollen 
bill,  which  will,  in  fact,  confine  its  operation  to  the  coun- 
try eastfol  the  Alleghany,  and  north  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Sucli  will  be  the  effect  of  striking  out  the  articles  includ- 
ed in  Ute  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Tlie  American  system  now  in  operation  lias  given  very 
little  if  any  advantage  to  the  western  fai-mer  or  manufac- 
turer. It  is  a  ftict,  which  my  constituents  both  know  and 
feel,  that  in  the  purchase  of  New  Rngland  cottons  and 
woollens,  we  must  pay  the  price  in  gold  and  ulver,  while 
our  own  produce  lies  as  a  drug  upon  our  hands-  We 
cannot  exchange  our  whiskey,  unr  cordage,  our  hemp« 
and  our  wool,  lor  New  Engfand  manufactures,  becauie 
of  foreign  competition.  They  are  imported  into  New 
England  from  other  countries,  and  the  specie  drained 
from  the  west  is  esporfed  from  the  country  in  payment 
for  them  .There  is  no  reciprocity  in  our  commerce  with 
the  eastern  States.  1  have  lately  received  from  a  friend 
a  few  thousand  dollars  to  be  disbursed  in  the  purchase  of 
domestic  cottons  and  woollens.  The  purchases  have 
been  made,  principally  In  Baltimore,  where  New  England 
manufactures  are  deposited  tor  the  western  market. 
Tims  we  clothe  ourselves,  msle  and  female,  with  New 
England  manufactures,  and  the  specie  which  we  pay 
them  in  return  is  sent  to  foreign  countries  for  the  purchase 
of  the  articles  which  we  can  sunply  in  abundance,  if  the 
same  protection  can  be  extended  to  them.  Let  the  tariff 
be  fixed  on  principles  i>f  equity,  and  the  commerce  of 
the  east  and  the  west,  like  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  a 
stream,  will  bear  reciprocal  benefits  to  every  part  of  the 
country  will  invigorate  and  enrich  the  whole  i  but  if  the 
current  must,  without  any  returning  flood,  forever  des- 
cend into  the  sea,  the  fonntain  will  soon  be  exhausted, 
and  the  existing  state  of  things  must  have  a  speedy  ter. 
mination. 

M'e  have  long  submitted  to  these  evils,  in  the 
hope  that  the  day  to  end  them  was  not  far  disUnr.  Thhi 
session  was  hailed  in  prospect  as  the  happy  era  ;  and  the 
banner  of  the  hemp  stalk  seemed  to  say  that  henceforth 
the  east  and  the  west  shall  be  "  one  and  indiviwble." 
The  favorable  moment  has  now  arrived;  and  now  the  boon 
is  denied  us. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  is  also  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  repre- 
sents hemp  as  a  prominent  article  for  a  protectiiw  duty. 

It  is  now  contended,  that  domestic  hemp  cannot  be  pro- 
cured in  sufficient  quantities.  Why  ^  Because  the  |>re- 
sent  duty  is  not  so  heavy  as  to  exclude  its  importation. 
The  contemplated  duty  on  wooHens  will,  it  is  believed, 
exclude  their  importation  t  but  tliat  on  wool  will  not. 
The  manufacturers  then  will  be  completely  protected, 
but  not  the  wool  growers.  So  the  growers  of  nemp  will 
be  left  without  adequate  protection.  The  aigument,  if 
it  proves  any  thing,  establishes  the  fact  to  a  demonatratioii 
that  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  on  foreign  importa- 
tions, have  been  insufficient,  and  that  the  proposed  ad- 
dition to  the  duly  on  foreign  hemp  is  just  and  necessary. 
No  person  acquainted  with  the  capacity  of  our  soil,  es- 
pecially in  the  west,  will  question  the  ability  of  the  coun- 
try-to  produce,  under  adequate  protection,  double  the 
quantity  of  hemp  required  for  the  whole  population  of 
the  nation,  and  that  without  materially  affecting  other 
bmnches  of  agriculture.  A  question  has  arisen  upon  the 
compsrative  strength  uf  the  Kentucky  and  Russia  hemp  ; 
but  on  this  p<»nt,  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  in  fa- 
vor of  our  own  production  is  before  the  Senate.  [Here 
Mr.  Johnson  referred  to  a  document  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, proving  that  upon  actual  experiment,  from  No. 
1  to  No.  13,  the  Kentucky  dew  rotted  hemp  is  stronger 
than  the  Russia  water  rotted  hemp.] 

With  these  facts  before  us,  the  true  *'  American  Sys- 
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tern"  ia  plftin.  Let  us  pursue  the  whole  systein,  and  it 
will  be  to  us  as  the  patfi  of  the  righteuus,  shining'  bright- 
er and  brighter  Why  then  ahall  we  contract  it  }  Why 
shall  woollens  and  cottons  be  the  exclusive  subjecbi  of 
protection  against  forei|^  competition  ?  Why  shall  we 
in  the  interior,  be  left  alone  to  grapple  with  foreign  coni< 
petition  in  all  the  productiuna  of  our  farmers  and  tnanufnc* 
turers  who  constitute  the  body  and  soul  of  our  popula- 
tion, while  the  woollens  ajid  cottons  manufactured  in  the 
Bast,  are  efTectunUy  protected,  and  in  a  great  degree,  at 
the  expense  of  the  West  !  Is  it  magnanimous  ?  Is  it  equit- 
able ?  Is  it  righteous  ?  It  is  not. 

I  have  always  been  <Mie  among  the  western  memben, 
to  elerate  New  Kiifl^and  above  foreign  competition*  in 
the  manuhctiire  or  hats,  shoes,  ready  made  clothing, 
woollens  and  cottons.  In  this,  I  have  obeyed  the  will  of 
my  constituents.  They  have  taught  me  tu  look  witli  an 
equal  eye  upon  every  part  of  the  United  States,  as  com- 
poung  one  fcreat  family,  united  in  interest  and  affection, 
ptinuing  the  same  patli  to  independence  and  glory. 
Thejr  betieved,  in  the  honesty  of  their  heart**  tliat  the 
sentiment  was  reciprocated  from  their  eastern  brethren. 
What  will  be  their  astonishment  to  learn,  that  New  Rug- 
land  has  deserted  them — that  New  England  policy,  if 
correctly  represented  by  the  Senator  from  Massacluisetts, 
cannot  stretch  a  look  beyond  the  mountains  which  divide 
the  East  from  ibe  West  i  For  my  own  part,  whatever 
majr  b«  the  result  of  this  motion,  I  shall  still  recur  with 
aatmftction  to  my  receded  rotes  in  fiiror  of  the  industry 
ofNevEi^Und.  If  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  ftror  to 
esnnine  the  journals  of  18:14,  when  the  former  tariff  bill 
was  pending,  they  will  find  my  name  among  the  support- 
ers of  the  measures  for  the  protection  of  domestic  cottons 
and  woollens.  We  have  done  all  we  could  for 'our  New 
England  brethren.  If  nqw,  they  will  sport  with  the  inter- 
esU  of  the  West*  they  are  left  without  a  pretext  We  ask 
nothing  more  tbiui  what  honor  and  justice  warrant  us  to 
expect.  If  the  motion  before  us  shall  prevail,  the  boon 
is  gone-  The  west  must  renuin  tributary.  We  must  re. 
ceire  the  commodities  of  the  East,  under  a  protecting 
duty,  while  those  of  the  West  will  be  refused  for  want  of 
that  protection. 

Having  expressed  these  views,  they  are  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  State.  Du^  would  not  permit 
mo  to  say  less,  and  incliiutiondoes  not  prompt  me  to  mf 
more. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WEBSTER, 
BENTON,  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  DICKER30N,  TAZE- 
WELL, and  ROWANj  when,  the  question  having  been 
divided,  on  motion  of  Hr.  BERRIEN,  and  the  yeas  and 
n»ys  ordered,  the  vote  on  striking  out  was  taken,  (at 
about  eighl  o'clock,)  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS^Messr^Chaflfller,  P«Rit,  Kmght,  Pafris,  Rob- 
bin^  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Webster,  Willly,  Wodbbury— 10. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Branch,  Chase,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  El- 
lis, Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston,  of  Louinans,  Kane,  King,  UcKinley,  McLane, 
Macon,  Ua^  Noble,  Rtdgely,  itomn,  Kuingles,  San- 
ford,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Tuewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  White,  Wil- 
liams—36. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  proposed  an  amendment,  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported  Indigo, 
with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  per 
pcMUid  per  annum,  until  the  whole  duty  amounted  to  $1 
per  pound.  He  stated  his  object  to  be  two-fold  in  pro- 
posing this  duty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring  a  home  sup- 
ply of  an  article  indispensable  to  its  existencei  and  next, 
to  benefit  the  South  by  reviving  the  cultivation  of  one 
its  ancient  and  valuable  staples. 


Indigo  was  first  planted  in  the  Carolinas  and  Geoi^a 
about  the  year  174(>,  and  succeeded  so  well  as  to  comjnand 
the  attention  of  the  British  manufacturers  and  the  British 
Parliament.  An  act  was  passed  for  the  encouragement 
of  its  production  in  these  colonies,  in  the  reign  of  Gcoi^ 
the  Second,  the  preamble  to  which  Mr.  B.  read,  and  re- 
commended to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  It  recited 
that  a  regular,  ample,  and  certain  supply  of  indigo  was 
tndispenuble  to  the  success  of  British  manufactures  ;  that 
these  manufactures  were  then  dependent  upon  foreigners 
for  a  supply  of  this  article  ;  and  that  it  wss  the  dictate  of 
a  wise  policy  to  encourage  the  production  of  it  at  home. 
Tiie  act  then  went  on  to  direct  that  a  premium  of  six 
pence  sterling  sliould  be  paid  out  of  the  British  Trea- 
sury for  every  pound  of  indigo  imported  into  Great 
BrKain,  from  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  Under  the  fos- 
tering influence  of  this  bounty,  said  Mr.B.,  the  cultivation 
of  indigo  became  greut  and  extensive.  In  six  years  after 
the  passage  of  the  act,  the  export  was  317,000  lbs.  and  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  it  amounted  to  1, 100,- 
000  lbs.  llie  Southern  colonies  became  rich  upon  it  t  for 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  iras  then  unknown )  rice  and  indi- 
go were  the  staples  of  the  South.  After  the  revohition,and 
especially  after  the  great  territorial  acquisitions  which  the 
British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of  American  indigo 
declined.  The  premium  was  no  longer  paid  ;  and  the 
British  Government,  actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy 
which  made  them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
from  the  Carolines,  when  they  were.a  part  of  the  British 
possessions,  now  looked  to  India  for  the  same  reason. 
The  export  of  American 'indigo  rapidly  declined.  In 
1800  it  had  fallen  to  400,0001b8.i  in  1814  to  40,000lb8. ;  and 
in  the  last  few  years  to  6  or  S.OOOlbs.  In  the  meantime 
our  manufectories  were  grqwing  up  ;  and  having  no  sup- 
ply of  indigo  at  home,  they  had  to  import  from  abroad. 
In  1836  this  importation  amounted  to  i,150,O0OIbs.  cost- 
ing a  fraction  less  than  two  millions  of  dollsrs,  and  had 
to  be  paid  fbr  almost  entirely  in  ready  money,  as  it  was 
chiefly  obtained  from  places  where  American  produce 
was  in  no  demand.  -  Upon  this  stale  of  facts,  Mr.  B.  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  part  of  a  wise  And  prudent  policy  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  British  Parliame^it  in  tiie  reign 
of  George  U.  and  provide  a  home  supply  of  this  indispen- 
sable article.  Our  nianubcturers  now  paid  a  high  pries 
fbr  fine  indigo,  no  less  than  9  3  50  per  pound,  as  testified 
by  one  of  themselves  before  the  Committee  on  Manufiio- 
tures"  raised  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  duty 
which  he  proposed  was  only  40  per  cent,  upon  that  value, 
and  would  not  even  reach  that  rate  for  four  yeara.  It  was 
less  than  one  half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill  proposed 
to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  cloth  which  this  indigo  was 
intended  to  dye-  In  the  end  it  would  make  all  indigo 
come  ehesper  to  the  ntanufscturer,  as  the  homo  supjuy 
would  soon  be  eqiul,  if  not  superior  to  the  demand)  and 
in  the  mean  time,  it  could  not  be  considered  a  tax  on  the 
manufacturer,  as  he  would  levy  the  advance  which  he 
had  to  pay,  with  a  good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  the 
cloth. 

Hr.  B.  then  went  into  an  expowtion  of  the  reasoiu  for 
encouraging  the  borne  production  of  indigo,  and  shoiKd 
that  the  life  of  the  Americsn  System  depended  upon  it. 
Neither  cotton  nor  woollen  manufactures  could  be  carried 
on  without  indigo-  The  consumption  of  that  article  was 
prodigious.  Even  now,  in  the  infant  state  of  our  manu- 
factories, the  importation  was  worth  two  million  of  dollars; 
and  must  soon  be  wortii  double  or  treble  that  sum.  For 
this  great  supply  of  un  indispensable  article,  we  were 
chiefly  indebted  to  the  jealous  rival,  and  vigilant  enemy, 
of  these  very  manuftcturesi  to  Great  Britain  herself.  Of 
the  l,150,000lbs.  of  indigoimported,  we  bring 63a,0001bs. 
from  the  British  East  Indiesj  which  one  word  fron»  the 
British  Government  would  stop  forever;  we  bring  the  fur- 
ther quantity  of  130,000lbs.  from  Manilla,  a  Spanish  poi- 
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Muion,  wliich  Britiab  influence  Knd  diplomacy  could  im- 
mediateli'  aWpt  and  the  remainder  came  from  differeot 
parU  of  South  America,  and  migbt  be  taken  from  us  by 
the  arts  df  diplomacy,  or  by  a  monopoly  of  the  whole  on 
Uke  part  of  tiur  rivul.  A  itoppaee  of  a  supply  of  intligo 
rbr  one  year,  would  prostrate  all  our  manufactories,  and 
^ve  them  a  blow  from  which  they  would  not  reco7er 
iQ  many  years.  Graat  Britain  could  effect  this  stoppae^ 
to  the  amount  of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  quantity  by 
speaking  a  single  won),  and  of  the  remainder  oy  a  wgbt 
exertion  of  poficy*  or  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  sufficient 
to  monopolize  for  one  year,  the  purchaie  of  what  South 
America  sent  into  the  market. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  expected  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of 
his  amendment-  The  North  shuuld  vote  for  it  to  secure 
the  life  of  the  American  systcmi  to  give  a  proof  of  their 
regard  (or  the  South:  to  shew  that  the  coimtrj-  south  of  the 
Potomac  is  included  in  tlie  bill  for  some  other  purpose  be- 
vdca  that  of  oppression.  The  South  itself,  although  op< 
posed  to  the  further  increase  of  duties,  should  vote  for 
this  duty:  that  the  bill,  if  it  paaseik  may  cont^n  one  pro- 
vision favorable  to  iu  interesis.  The  West  ^ould  vote 
for  it  tlirough  gratitude  fur  fifty  yenrs  of  guardian  protec- 
tion, generous  defence,  and  kind  awstance,  which  tbe 
South  had  given  It  under  all  its  tiiala;  and  for  the  puq>ose 
of  enlarging  the  market,  increanng  the  demand  in  the 
South  and  its  ability  to  purchase  the  horses,  mules,  and 

E revisions  which  the  West  can  sell  no  where  else.  For 
imaelf  lie  had  personal  reasons  for  wishing  to-do  this  lit- 
tle justice  to  the  South.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
States  (N.Carolina) — the  bones  of  his  father  and  his  grand- 
fathers rested  there.  Her  Senators  and  Representatives 
were  his  early  and  his  hereditary  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Mr.  Micoxj  had  been  the  friend  of 
him  and  his,  through  four  generations  in  a  straight  line; 
the  other  Senator  CM<'-  Bnaxch)  was  his  scliod  fellowi 
the  otlier  branch  of  the  legislature,  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
seiktati^  es,  always  showed  hfan  in  the  North  Carolina  De 
legation,  the  friends  of  him  and  his  through  succesuve 
generations.  Nor  was  this  all.  He  felt  for  the  sad  changes 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  South  in  the  last  fiRy  years. 
BeGbrethe  Revolution  it  was  the  seat  of  wealth  as  well  as 
of  boBpitality.  Money,  and  all  that  it  commanded,  abounds 
ed  there.    But  how  now*   All  this  is  reversed. 

Wealth  has  fied  from  the  South,  and  settled  in  the 
Kgions  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this  in  the  midst  of  the 
fact  that  the  South,  in  four  staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobac- 
co, rice  and  indigo,  ^while  indigo  was  one  of  its  slaples) 
had  exported  produce  since  the  revolution,  to  the  value 
of  eiglit  hundred  million  of  dollars,and  the  North  had  ex- 
ported eomparaiively  nothing.  This  nm  was  prodigiousi 
It  was  nearly  equal  to  half  the  coinage  of  the  mint  of 
Mexico  since  the  conquest  by  Cortex.  It  wan  twice  or 
thrice  the  amount  of  the  product  of  tbe  three  thousand 
gold  and  nlvcr  mines  of  Mexico,  for  the  same  period  of 
fifty  years.  Such  an  export  wouldindlcate  unparalleled 
wealtht  but  what  was  the  fact?  In  place  of  wealth,  a 
universal  nressure  for  money  was  felt;  not  enough  for  cur- 
rent e^ensei ;  the  price  of  all  property  downt  the  counU-y 
cbooping  and  languishing  ;  towns  and  cities  decaying)  and 
tbe  migal  habiu  of  tbe  people  pushed  to  the  verge  of 
universal  self-  denial,  for  the  preservation  of  their  family 
esUtes.  Such  a  result  is  a  strange  and  wonderful  phe- 
nomenon. It  calls  upon  statesmen  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  I  and  if  they  inquire  upon  the  theatre  of  this  stnmge 
metamorphosis,  they  will  receive  one  universal  answer 
from  all  ranks  and  all  ages,  that  it  ia  Federal  le|^sUtion 
whiefa  has  wotke<l  this  ruin.  Under  this  legislation  the 
exports  of  the  South  have  been  made  the  basis  of  the  Fed- 
eral revenue.  The  twenty  odd  millions  annually  levied 
upon  imported  goods,  are  deducted  «it  of  the  price  of 
their  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco,  either  in  the  diminished 
price  whidi  they  rec«ve  for  these  staples  in  foreign  ports. 


or  in  the  increased  price  which  the^  pa^  for  the  artielas 
they  have  to  consume  at  boma.  Virginia,  the  two  Car- 
olhiasand  Georpa,  may  be  said  to  deMy  three*Mirtba  of 
the  annuid  .expense  of  supporting  t1>e  Federal  Goverm- 
ment  {  and  of  this  great  sum  annu^ly  fumi&hed  by  thens, 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  is  returned  to  them  in  the 
shape  of  Government  expenditure.  That  expenditure 
flows  in  an  opposite  direction;  it  flows  northwardly,  in 
one  uniform,  uninterrupted  and  perenntal  stream ;  it  tidtee 
the  course  oftrade  and  of  exchange;  anil  thia  is  the  reason 
why  wealth  disappears  from  the  Sotitli  and  nsea  up  In 
the  North,  federal  legislation  does  all  this;  it  docs  it  by 
the  simple  process  of  eternally  taking  away  from  the  South, 
and  returning  nothing  to  it.  If  it  returned  to  the  South 
tlie  whole,  or  even  a  gof>d  part  of  what  it  exacted,  the 
four  States  south  of  ttie  Potomac  might  stand  the  action 
of  this  system,  as  the  earth  is  enabled  to  sund  the  e^aus- 
ling  influence  of  the  sun's  daily  heat  by  the  ref^hlnr 
dews  which  ante  returned  to  it  at  nig^t;  but  as  the  e«r«fc 
b  dried  up,  and  all  vegetation  destroyed  in  regions  where 
the  heat  is  great,  and  no  dews  returned,  so  must  the  South 
be  exhausted  of  its  money  and  its  property  by  a.  course 
of  legislation  which  is  forever  taking  from  it,  and  never 
returning  any  thing  to  it. 

Every  new  I'anif  increases  the  force  of  this  action. 
No  I'arifThasever  yet  included  Virginia,  the  two  CaroUoia, 
and  Georgia, withifttta  provisiontv  except  to  increase  tbe 
burthens  imposed  ii^n  them.    This  one  alone,  presents 
the  opportunttv  to  form  an  exception,  by  reviving  and  re* 
fctoringthe  cultivation  of  one  uf  its  ancient  staples,  one 
of  tlie  sources  of  its  wealth  before  the  revolution.  The 
Tariff  of  1^28  owes  this  reparation  to  the  South,  becsusb 
the  tariff  «f  1816  contributed  to  destroy  the  eakivation 
of  indigo;  sunk  the  duty  on  the  foreign  arUcle,  ffvm 
twenty-tive  to  fifteen  centa  per  pound.   Tltese  are  t)w 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  on  indigo,  now  proposed 
What  objections  can  possibly  be  raised  to  it'   Not  to  the 
quality;  for  it  is  the  same  whieh  laid  the  foundatkm  of 
the  British  manufactures,  and  sustained  their  reputation 
for  more  tlian  half  a  century;  not  to  the  quantity;  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  raised  as  much  fifty 
years  ago  as  we  now  im^>r^  and  we  have  now  the  StMs 
of  Jx>utsiBna,  Alabama,  and  Hisnssippi,  and  the  Territo- 
ries uf  Florida  and  Arkansas,  to  add  to  the  countries  which 
produce  it ;  not  to  the  amotint  <^  the  duty  :  fur  its  ni»- 
imum  will  be  but  forty  per  cent,  only  one  half  the  duly 
laid  by  this  bill  on  the  cloth  it  is  to  dye,  and  that  max- 
imum, not  immediate,  but-attained  by  slow  degrees  at  the 
end  of  four  years  in  order  to  give  lime  for  the  domestic 
article  to  supply  the  place  of  the  imported;  and  after  ali, 
U  is  not  a  duty  on  the  manufoeturer,  but  on  tlie  wearer 
of  the  goods;  from  whom  he  levies,  with  a  good  interest 
on  the  price  of  the  clothe,  all  tlut  he  expands  iu  the  pur- 
chase (^materials.    For  ^ce,  said  Mr.  B.J  expect  a 
iinanimourvote  oif  a  clause  in  the  TarifT.    This  indigo 
clause  must  have  the  singular  and  unprecedented  fktuity 
of  an  unanimous  voice  in  its  favor.    The  SoutliiBust  vote 
for  it,  to  revive  the  cultivstion  of  one  of  its  most  ancient 
and  viduable  staples;  the  West  must  vote  for  it  through 
gratitude  for  past -fovors — through  gratitude  fur  the  v^e 
on  hemp  tliis  uiglit*— Hind  to  save,  enlarge,  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions,  the  North  must  vote 
for  it,  to  shew  their  disinterestedness;  to  give  one  proof 
of  just  feeling  towards  tbe  South;  and,  above  all,  to  save 
tlieir  hvorite  American  system  from  the  deadly  blow 
which  Great  Britain  can  at  any  moment  give  it  by  stop- 
ping or  interrupting  the  supplies  of  foreign  indigo  i  and 
the  whole  union,  the  entire  legislative  body,  must  vote 
for  it,  and  vote  for  it  with  joy  and  enthusiasm,  because  it 
is  impoe»ble  that  Americans  can  deny  to  sister  States  df 

*  "The  vote  on  fatmp  UtU  night."  Id  irJeeiineHr.WdMsr^aBMtioB 
ta  itrikc  out  Uie  datj  on  hemp,  uul  n  tou  in  whidi  (kc  SmA  wSBt 
«uiuaw«ut]r  with  the  W«ii.~>r«U  *f  Mr.  B. 


Digitized  by 


.yGoogle 


T«9 


OF  DEBATES  m  CONaRESS. 


770 


Mat  10,  ]b38.] 


JB^oummeni  of  Cof^rw.— Tfarf^  BiU. 


[SENATE. 


the  ennfedertc/  what  e  British  King  and  a  Britiah  Parlia 
nent  granted  to  these  same  States  when  they  were  Colo- 
nies and  dependencies  of  the  Dritish  crown. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  bj  Messrs.  WEB- 
STEI^  NOBLBi  and  MACON,  who  gave  way  to  an  ad- 
jour  oraent 

Satobsat,  Hat  10^  1838. 
Hie  bill  from  the  other  House  to  authorize  a  subscrip 
tioa  of  stock  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Coounittee  qo  Boads  and  Ca- 
nab. 

ADJOURNUENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
The  resolution  from  the  other  Housei  relative  to  an  ad- 
jourmnent,  waa  agreed  to*  oa  a  diviuon — 37  to  18. 
THE  TARIFF  BU.L. 

Ifr.  DICKERSON  mored  to  discharge  from  thespedal 
orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  several  acts  levying  duties  on 
importo  i  which  havimr  been  agreed  ta»  the  general  or- 
der* preceding  that  bul  were  postponedj  on  aiotion  of 
Mr  DICKERSON,  and  K  was  taken  up.  The  motion  of 
Mr.  BENTON,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
indigo,  and  35  cents  per  animm  afterwards,  utitil  it 
amounts  to  one  dollar  per  pound,  being  under  confddera- 
lion — 

Mr.  MACON  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech  of  two 
hours  iu  length,  supporting  the  provirion,  and  treating 
at  large  of  the  general  poTi^  of  the  bill,  and  its  opera- 
tion  on  the  various  sections  of  the  country.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the  South  had 
■ufiered  severely  under  its  influence. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Haivland,  moved  to  dinde  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  disposed  to  protect  the  article,  ana  he 
irished  that  the  fiiMt  part  should  succeed.  Fi%  cents 
per  pound  appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  sufficient,  and  be 
thought  the  amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  high  a 
nte  of  duty.  He  asked  -that  the  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  first  part  j  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  aaid  that  the  proposition  now  ad- 
vanced would  add  to  the  du^  35  cents  in  one  year, 
which  be  thou^  fiw  too  rapid*  The  article  was  not  now 

E reduced  in  any  great  quantity—certainly  not  sufficient 
t  supply  the  consumption  of  the  country  i  nor  would  it 
be  in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  waa  entirely  willing 
that  the  article  should  receive  an  ample  degree  of  pro- 
tection. In  doing  this,  however,  common  justice  would 
ptnnt  out  that  it  ou^t  not  to  be  done  so  as  to  injure  the 
manufiicturcr.  If  it  was  brought  on  suddenly,  injury  must 
be  anatained  by  the  maoutacturing  consumer,  which 
would  not  be  fen  if  the  progress  of  the  du^  was  gradtial. 
The  average  price  of  the  indigo  imported  waa  one  dol- 
lar seventy-one  cents.  The  duties  now  proposed  on  it 
would  be  about  fifly-eight  per  cent.,  while  the  duty  pro- 
posed on  wool  would  be  fifty.one  per  cent,  t  making,  on 
the  raw  material  and  the  dye,  a  charge  disproporttooed 
to  the  protectimi  of  the  manu&ctiired  artiele.  It  waa 
tnie  that  the  coloring  matter  used  in  a  yard  <rf'  cloth  waa 
very  small,  but  it  would  be  felt  reiy  sensibly.  The  ad- 
ditional dir^  on  the  manubctured  article  was  only  forty- 
five  per  cent,  and  could  not,  consequently,  bear  any 
great  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  maten&ls  of  their 
nbrics;  [Here  Mr.  D.  made  some  statements  as  to  the 
amount  of  inUgo  imported,  whieh  oar  Reportei;  cannot 
suxurately state.]  BeuevingthatthciMinimcturerscouId 
not  bear  this  dixty,  unless  a  correspondent  advance  should 
be  made  on  the  duty  on  cloths,  because  indigo  could  net 
be  produced  in  sufficient  quantities  at  present,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  fifty  cents  on  the  pound  would  be  as  much 
m  the  blue  cloths  could  bear.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  strikitq^  out^  and  iaserting  five 
centi^  until  it  arrives  at  my  cents,  ioitead  <^  one  dollar. 
Vofc  IV.— 49 


Mr.  BENTON  said  that  it  appeared  by  the  evidence 
before  the  other  House,  that  the  first  dye  used  by  the 
manu&cturers  was  of  an  inferior  description,  and  that 
they  afterwards  made  use  of  a  fine  dye.  Three-fiMirtht 
of  the  indigo  used  came  from  the  British  and  Spanish 
East  Indies]  and  it  .was  testified  thattiie  fine  quahty  cost 
about  $i  50  per  pound.  That  from  Guatemala  was  aS 
an  infenor  kind,  and  cheaper  {  uken  together,  the  two 
descriptions  of  indigo  imported  amounted  to  a  fraction 
less  than  one  million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  him  [Mr.  B.]  was  adopted,  there  would  be  no  ne* 
cestily  for  unporUng  tiie  inferior  kind,  and  perhaps  not 
to  a  great  extent,  the  best.  Now,  the  rate  or  his  amend- 
ment was  far  from  being  exnbitant.  On  the  fine  indi- 
go, of  which  the  greatest  amount  was  consumed,  the 
manmum  of  duty  was  foKy  per  cent  This  certainly  was 
reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  woollens  was  seventy  per 
cent,  giving  thirQ^  per  cent,  in  theirfavor.  By  this  new 
proposition  the  duty  on  indigo  would  become  twen^  per 
cent,  just  half  the  additionalprotectfon  enjoyed  by  the 
woollens  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  this  proposition  was 
to  succeed,  it  would  be  better  and  fairer  to  ftce  the  South 
at  once,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit  and  no 
protection  from  thia  bill.  The  friends  of  the  American 
System  had  better  at  once  declare  to  the  South  ttiat  they 
have  no  lot  or  portion  under  that  system.  Better  give 
them  a  direct  refund  at  once,  that  they  may  understand 
the  exact  extent  of  the  American  Systeim,  and  whether  it 
includes  merely  that  portion  of  the  Umon  in  which  itg 
friends  are  interested. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  was  extraordina* 
ry  ttiat  this  proposition  should  be  opposed,  and  on  the 
grounds  on  which  it  waa  objected  to.  We  are  to  do  no- 
thing which  shall  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and 
iron,  and  aid  no  otherlnterest  fbr  feta  it  will  conflict  irith 
them.  I  recollect,  «ud  Mr.  S.,  that  I  told  the  fiiends  of 
the  tariff  qrstem  in  1816,  that  the  British  were  about  do* 
ing  tlM  same  tlting,  in  relation  to  their  wodlea  manufac< 
turers,  as  waa  proposed  by  this  system  i  and  that  it  would 
be,  in  the  end,  much  worse  for  the  manufacturer  than  it 
then  was  i  but  they  would  not  befieve  me.  I  was  not 
mistaken,  however,  and  it  was  eanr  to  come  at  the  fret. 
We  got  the  papers  from  England,  in  which  the  matter 
was  discussed.  Then  the  friends  of  the  system  said  that 
it  was  our  policy  to  oppose  and  compete  with  Great  Bri- 
tun.  It  does  not  now  seem  that  the  same  doctrine  is 
held,  fbr  they  are  not  willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  arti* 
cles  of  this  country's  production.  He  objected  entirely 
to  the  manner  in  whieh  this  bill  was  got  up.  Here  waa 
one  interest  opposing  another,  and  a  measure  proposed 
which  he  did  not  think  could  be  justly  arranged  by  Con- 
gress \a  current  legislation.  Such  a  tariff  ought  to  come 
uom  the  Treasury  Department  to  be  well  ^gested,  and 
provide  for  all  the  different  interests  wKhout  ttguring 
any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  quite  satisfactory  to  some,  so 
long  as  it  did  sufficient  for  the  woollens.  That  i^peared 
to  be  all  Uiat  was  wanted.  The  bil^  in  hia  opinion,  had 
not  been  nffloientty  conwdered  at  to  ita  consequences 
on  the  countiy.  In  the  other  House  it  riiouM  have  been 
inquired  into  and  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  see,  sud  Mr.  S.,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dickeksow]  smiles  significanUy, 
as  much  as  to  ask  whether  I  suppose  he  would  trust  the 
bill  in  the  hands  of  its  enemies.  This,  however,  is  my 
opinion.  I  do  not  think  that  wooUcna  akme  we  to  b« 
protected  at  the  expense  of  other  important  articles. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill  in  ita 
principles  as  well  as  in  its  details.  It  could  assume  no 
sliape  which  would  make  it  acceptable  to  hini,_or  which 
could  prevent  it  from  operating  most  oppreswyely  and 
unjustly  on  his  constituents.  With  these  news,  he 
had  detennined  to  maks  no  motion  to  amend  tiie  hUl 
in  any  respect  wbktever  I  but  when  nicb  motioM  wero 
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made  by  othei-s,  and  he  was  compelled  to  vote  on 
them,  )ie  knew  nu  better  rule  than  to  endeavor  to 
make  the  bill  consistent  with  itself.  On  this  princi- 
ple he  had  acted  in  all  the  voles  he  had  nven  on  this  bill. 
He  had  endeavored  to  carry  out  to  itskj^itimate  conse- 
quences what  ffcntiemen  are  pleased  to  miscall  ihe  "Ame- 
rican System."  With  a  fixed  resolution  to  vote  ajrainst 
the  bill,  he  still  considei-ed  himself  at  liberty  to  assist  in 
so  arranrin^  the  detaiU  as  to  extend  to  evety  great  inte- 
rest, and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  as  nr  as  may  be 
praclioable,equal  pMtection.and  to  distribute  the  burthens 
of  the  system  equally,  in  order  that  its  benefits  as  well  as 
its  evils  may  be  fully  tested.  On  this  principle,  he'slioiild 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Misjouri, 
because  it  was  in  sirict  conformity  with  all  the  principles 
of  the  bill.  As  a  Southern  man,  he  would  ask  no  boon 
for  the  Qouth — he  should  propose  nothing  j  but  he  must 
say  t1»t  the  protection  of  indigo  rested  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  every  other  article  proposed  to  be  protected  by 
this  bill,  and  he  did  not  see  how  gentlemen  could,  con- 
sistently with  their  maxims,  vote  against  it.  What  was 
the  principle  on  which  this  bill  wis  professedly  founded? 
If  there  was  any  principle  at  all  in  the  bill,  it  was  that, 
whenever  the  country  had  the  capacity  to  produce  an  ar- 
ticle with  which  any  imported  article  could  enter  into 
competition,  the  domestic  product  was  to  be  protected 
by  a  duty.  Now,  had  the  Southern  States  the  capacity 
to  prodnce  indigo  ?  The  soil  and  climate  of  those  States 
were  well  suited  to  the  culture  of  the  article.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution  our  exports  of  the  ar- 
ticle amounted  to  no  less  than  1,100,000  lbs.  The  whole 
quantity  now  imported  into  the  United  Stales  is  only 
1,150,000  lbs.  I  so  that  the  capacity  of  the  country  to 
pitxluce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  indigo  to  supply  the 
want!)  of  the,manufacturers  is  unquestionable.  It  is  true 
that  the  quantity  now  produced  In  the  country  is  not  great. 

Ill  1818  only  700  Ihs.  of  domestic  iiidiro  was  expctfted. 

In  1825      9,955  do. 

lit  1826      5,289  do. 

'I'his  proves  that  the  attention  of  the  country  is  now 
directed  to  the  subject.  The  Senator  from  Indiana,  in 
some  remarks  which  he  rrade  on  this  subject  yesterday, 
stated  Uiat,  according  to  Ihe  principles  of  the  American 
System,  (so  called,)  pi-otection  was  not  extended  to  any 
article  which  the  country  was  not  in  the  liabit  of  export- 
ing. This  is  entirely  a  mistake.  Of  the  articles  protect- 
ed by  tlie  tariff  of  1824,  as  well  as  tliose  included  in  this 
bill,  very  few  are  exported  at  all.  '  Among  tlwsc  are  iron, 
woollens,  hemp,  flax,  and  several  others.  If  indigo  is  to 
be  protected  at  all,  the  duties  proposed  must  surely  be 
CMwdered  extremely  reasonable,  the  maximum  proposed 
being  much  below  that  imposed  by  this  bill  on  wool, 
woollens,  and  other  articles.  The  duty  on  indigo  till 
1816,  was  25  cents  per  pound.  It  was  then  (in  favor  of 
the  manu&cturers)  reduced  to  15  cents.  The  first  in- 
crease of  duty  proposed  here,  is  only  to  put  back  the 
old  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound,  equal  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  from  10  to  15  per  cent. — and  tlie  ma.ximum  is 
only  from  40  to  58  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  that  will 
not  accrue  for  several  years  to  come.  With  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  leave  the  question  in 
the  hands  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  giv- 
ing this  bill  the  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
final  dednon  of  the  Senate,  He  did  not  wish  to  be  con- 
Mdered  as  taking  any  peculiar  interest  in  this  question, 
in  any  aspect  but  this  :  that  he  wished  Ins  constituents  to 
be  made  to  understand  whether  the  American  System 
means  a  system  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  particular 
employments,  and  particular  States,  or  whether  it  is  to 
be  carried  out  to  embrace  ei  er>-  branch  of  industry  in  the 
country<^whether  the  manufacturers  were  the  only  class 
in  the  country  who  are  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  this 
ii}'aleffl, 


Mr.  KNIGHT  said  that  this  was  an  additiuoal  tax  on 
the  maimfacturer,  \i  ithout,  as  he  conceived,  any  benefit 
to  any  body.  We  have  no  evidence  that  the  article  ii 
produced,  or  will  be  produced,  in  any  quantity  fit  for  use 
in  this  country — that  so  onerous  were  the  dnties  tXrttAy 
on  the  materials  used  in  coloring,  that  the  British  manu- 
fiicturer,  with  whom  we  had  to  compete,  was  enabled  to 
put  his  colored  goods  into  the  market  at  12  mills  less  per 
square  yard  than  the  American  manufacturer  can  do  \  in 
otner  words,  that  the  duties  paid  by  tiie  American  manu- 
facturer on  materials  fin-  colonic  amounted  to  13  ndHa 
the  square  yard  more  than  they  cost  the  British  manufac- 
turer. 

Mr.  MACON  said  a  few  words. 

Mr.  DICKEHSON  did  not  doubt  the  capacit;^  of  the 
Southern  country  to  produce  all  the  indigo  required  foe 
the  consumption  of  the  country.  II  was  a  valuable  arti- 
cle, and  its  production  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  a  rea* 
sonable  extent ;  but  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  that 
without  injuring  the  manufacturers.  The  reason  why 
the  culture  of  mdigo  had  not  received  greater  attention 
was,  he  believed,  because  the  capital  ot  the  South  had 
been  turned  to  cotton  ;  and  that  being  now  the  diroctioa 
of  the  capital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  great  amount 
would  be  immediately  turned  to  indi^i^  and,  therefDre, 
that  the  high  duty  wouM  be  a  hardship  to  the  manufac- 
turer* without  a  c(HTespondent  benefit  to  the  agricultur. 
ist.  He  believed  that,  for  some  years,  tbe  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries  whence  the 
indigo  was  brought,  to  raising  large  crops  of  the  Utter. 
He  Doped  it  would  in  a  few  years  be  produced,  and  he 
did  not  duubt  it  Would  (  and ,  as  the  production  progresa* 
ed,  it  would  be  right  to  extend  the  duty  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  upon  indigo. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not  know 
but  the  prupoutiun  was  a  fair  one — as  fair  as  could  be  ex- 
pected n-om  the  quarter  whence  it  came.  But  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  to  create  a  sudden 
excitement,  b^  which  the  agriculturist  would  be  induced 
to  go  at  once  into  the  production  of  indigo,  so  that,  in  a 
few  years,  no  indigo  would  be  imported.  At  present  w« 
get  our  indigo  chiefly  from  Bettgal.  And  it  was  interest- 
ing  tu  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  every  pound 
that  is  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  it  can  be  purchased 
in  no  other  way.  We  cannot  find,  in  return,  a  consump- 
tion of  our  produce,  which  is  an  aidditional  consideration 
in  favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  product.  Some 
time  next.^ear  the  Bengal  ships  would  be  on  their  re- 
turn, and,  in  the  meantime^the  effect  of  tlie  excitement 
which  tlie  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Hiasourx 
would  have  given  in  favOT  of  its  culture,  would  have  ope- 
rated to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  five  years  you  will 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  importing  the  article  at  all. 
Mr.  S.  moved  to  divide  tlic  question,  so  as  to  take  the 
vote  first  on  striking  out  t  wliich,  tlie  question  being 
taken,  was  decided  as  fullows:— Yeas  33,  na^s  33. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Chah  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  DICKEBSON  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendment, 
by  striking  out  **  one  doliar,"and  inserting  <*  fifly  cents,'* 
making  the  increase  of  duty  proposed  by  Mr.  Bshtoit, 
stop  at  the  latter  amount. 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose,  which  was 
debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs.  KING.  VAN  BU- 
IIBN,  DICKEIISON,  WEBSTER,  MAGON,  HARIU- 
SON,  WOOOUUUT,  BItANCH,  end  CHANDLER. 

Tlie  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a  doubtful 
one  by  Mr.  Jcflerson,  in  his  Manual,  whether,  after  hav- 
ing refused  to  strike  out  a  portion  of  a  bill,  the  part  pro- 
posed to  be  struck  out  was  amendable,  was  submitted  (o 
the  Senate  by  the  CHAIII,  and  (be  question  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DiCKEUSON  then  renewed  his  motion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t7as 


'OF  DEBATES  IN  CONOR  ESS- 


774 


Mat  19.  1838.] 


TTariff  mil. 


[SBNATE. 


Mr.  NOBLE  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  or 
Mr.  DicKEKsoa'fl  previous  motion,  which  took  precedence 
of  thst  gentleman's  last  motion  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
liaviiM"  been  ordered,  the  question  wu  decided  as  follows: 
Yeas  23.  Nays  33. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Chaiv  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dicker- 
■ox  wu  divided,  and  the  question  being  put  on  itriking 
«mt,  it  was  carried. 

■  Thequettion  then  occurring  on  inserting  "fifty  cents,'* 
it  was  decided  in  the  afRrmative. 

Hr.  KNIGHT  said  that,  as  his  object  was  to  protect 
nanuiactQring  industry  of  every  description,  he  would 
jtrofKMe  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adding.  '*  and  on 
all  rilk  goods,  35  per  centum  ad  valorem.**  but  withdrew 
tt  at  the  request  of 

■  Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  said,  in  relation  to  the  duty  pro- 
ptMed  on  indigo,  tliat  he  considered  25  cents  per  annum 
tM>  sudden  an  augmentation,  and  one  which,  he  thought, 
would  outrun  the  production.  He  should  thtolc  five  cents 
per  annum  ft  reasonable  increase,  and  accordingly  moved 
to  strike  out  SO,  soaato  make  theincreaseof  duty  J  cents 
per  annom  t  wmeh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
Inserting  10  cents  for  the  first  year.  5  cents  for  the  second 
year,  and  10  cents  for  each  successive  year,  until  the  duty 
aliaJl  amount  to  fifty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  a  call  of  the  Mouse,  as  there 
were  three  or  four  members  absent  frum  their  seats. 

lb.  CHANDLER  opposed  it  on  the  eround  that  it  had 
never  been  practised  in  the  Senate  ;  which  statement  was 
corroborated  by  the  CHAIR. 

The  motion  was  waived. 

M*-.  WOODBUKY  observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  proposition,  as  he  httd  i^fainst  all  those  con- 
nected with  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  indigo.  He 
should  not  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  nor  for  any  other  on  this  article  unleas 
to  remove  entirely  the  present  duty.  It  was  fbr  one  plain 
reason  ;  and  he  would  detain  the  Senate  only  to  state  it, 
to  prevent  a  misconstruction  of  his  votes.  The  article  was 
not  one,  in  his  opinion,  of  such  national  magnitude,  nor  in 
ao  Stressed  a  state,  as  to  the  profits  in  making  it.  as  in 
any  view  to  justify  the  protection  of  the  culture  and  mnn- 
ubcture  of  it  While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  removal 
of  the  duty  would  much  relieve  the  depressed  manufac- 
turers of  woollens.  Indeed,  the  duties  on  indigo  alone, 
and  olive  oil,  burthencd  a  ungle  vouUen  establishment, 
in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resided,  more,  perhaps, 
than  all  the  benefits  conferred  by  this  bill.  Such  was  the 
consumption  of  those  two  articles  there,  that  the  duties 
alone  on  them  exeeeded.yeftrly,  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  would  appear  by  the  following  esti- 
mate, some  time  aince  handed  him,  by  a  proprietor  of  tlie 
Great  Falls  Company,  in  New  Hampahtt«.  which  con- 
sumes annually. 

15,000  lbs.  uidigo,  the  duty  on  which,  at  fifteen 
cents  per  lb.  is  (3250 

4500  galla.  oGve  oil.  duty.  95  cts.  per  gall.  1135 

»3375 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON  was  then  agreed  to. 
Hr.  KNIGHT  then  renewed  his  motion  in  relation  to 
sifks. 

Mr.  WOODBtTRYsaid,  he  had  prepared  a  specific  pfo- 
position  in  relation  to  this  article.  If  the  question  on  in- 
digo was  allowed  to  be  taken  separately,  lie  would  agree 
to  a  moderate  duty  on  silks. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said,  thal^  in  offering  this  amendment, 
he  conceived  he  should  conciliate  the  other  side  of  the 
tlouse,  as,  if  they  obtained  their  duty  on  indigo,  they 
might  be  willing  to  grant  it  also  on  silks. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  he  should  be  against  this 


motion,  becausa  lie  against  the  duty  on  indigo,  with 
which  it  was  connected. 

Mr.  BBNTON  said,  it  was  an  unnatural  connexion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  ma<le  a  few  remaritst  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BKNTON,  tlieyeaa  and  nays  were 
ordered  ;  and  the  question  bcin^  put,  tUe  motion  was  neg- 
atived as  follows  ; — yeas  2 — nays  43. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  DIOKERSON  said,  although  he  wai  willing  to  al' 
low  the  gradual  increase  of  the  duty  to  50  cents  per 
pound,  yet  the  amendment  was  not  what  he  designed. 
The  advance  for  the  first  year  was  too  great,  as  ten  cents 
on  the  quantity  imported  next  year  would  be  more  than 
$120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  an^  indigo  would 
be  produced  in  one  yeai-,  although  it  might  in  two  or 
three  years.  Yet,  altliougli  no  g^od  would  at  once  be 
experienced  by  tlie  agriculturist,  the  duty  falls  on  the 
manufacturers  immediately.  For  this  reason  he  sliotild 
vote  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  tliat  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  was  tlie  same  as  he,  the 
the  other  day.  had  accused  him  [.Hr.  S.]  of  having  held 
in  relation  to  cordage.  But  it  seems,  that  now  it  was  his 
bull  that  Was  gored,  and  consequently,  the  case  wjis  al- 
tered. I'he  argument  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  it 
stands,  is  tliis  :  If  you  give  this  excitement  to  the  plant- 
er, and  show  him  a  prospect  of  profit,  he  will  have  his 
indigo  in  the  ground  next  year,  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
his  crop,  while  the  object  of  the  duty  will  operate  at 
once. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  his  difficulty,  in  relation  to 
this  proposition,  was  only  want  of  information.  It  had 
been  introducnd  last  night,  at  a  late  hour,  and  no  time 
had  been  afforded  for  examination  as  to  the  quantity  pro- 
duced, or  as  to  the  quality  of  tlie  domestic  article.  As 
to  the  Bengal  indjgo,  on  the  way  to  this  country,  this  duty 
will  have  the  effect  to  raise  its  price  in  the  market  at 
once.  Little  benefit  will  be  derivedby  the  planter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  was  astonished  to  find  the  Re- 
presentatives of  sister  States  refusing  to  three  States  a 
protection  which  was  granted  by  a  monarch  :  for  a  boun- 
ty had  been  given  by  Great  Britain  when  wo  were  her 
colonies,  on  this  article.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  now  endeavoring  to  shift  his  ground,  which  was 
always  a  most  dangerous  attempt 

To  change  one's  front — whether  in  military  or  in  legis- 
lative manoEuvres,  was  always  more  or  less  dangerous. 
But  it  now  comes  out  The  article  is  found  now,  not  to 
be  of  sufficiently  good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
We  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought  from  the 
British  East  Indies  and  ManiUa.  equally  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  it  now  appears  that  this 
same  system,  in  relation  to  which  we  were  formerly  told 
tliat  it  was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  is  dependent  on  that 
country  i  this  very  Great  Britain,  which  we  have  been 
told  de  die  in  diem,  must  be  opposed  by  the  American 
system,  is  to  have  tJie  preference,  in  tbe  production  of 
indigo,  to  onr  own  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shews  us,  by  tliis,' 
that  tlic  American  system  depends  on  the  Britirfi  Govern- 
ment for  its  existence.  I  say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  fair  infer* 
ence.  For  I  have  proof  which  is  better  than  the  opinions 
of  gentlemen,  piowever  high  their  stations,  but  who  do 
not  happen  to  b%  indigo  dyers,  that  this  article  can  be 
produced  in  perfection  in  this  country.  I  have  the  author- 
ity (if  indigo  dyers  for  this  assertion.  But  do  we  want 
better  proof  of  thi%  than  that  the  bounty  was  given  by 
tiie  British  Government  on  American  indigo,  aiid  that 
the  Brilish  factwics  were  built  up  on  American  indigo  be- 
fore the  Revolution  ?  Tlie  export,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  into  England,  was  about  the  same  as  tlie 
import  into  thi»  country  now.   If  the  present  plan  ia 
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ftdopted,  Kt  the  end  of  4  or  5  yetn,  the  diOy  will  be  30 
per  cent  It  u  contemptible— it  is  tn  faualt  to  the  South, 
it  thowt  them  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
■yitem  fw  below  the  rste  m  protection  which  is  extend- 
ed to  the  manuftcturer.  They  ate  to  be  allowed  30  per 
cent,  on  the  article  in  5  years,  while  tiie  cloths  of  New 
Ei^Und  are  placed  at  70  per  cent,  inatanter.  Through 
a  variety  of  ^eationa  tbit  motion  had  been  followed  up. 
Brcn  in  the  i^niee  of  death  it  was  hunted  down  by  the 
friends  of  the  American  aystem.  And  now  we  are  told 
that  it  will  occur  too  soon— that  tt  must  be  deferred  to  a 
later  period.  This,  then,  is  the  American  aystem,  ez- 
tendinr  to  but  one  or  two  interests,  and  leaving  others 
untouched.  lexpressed  a  hopelast  night  that  the  fKends 
of  the  Tariff  bill  would  give  the  only  proof  to  the  South 
In  their  power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  the  Amer- 
ican qn«em.  It  seemn,  however,  that  this  paltiy  boon  ia 
to  be  refused.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  spare  their  strength, 
as  I  hare  motions  yet  behind  that  will  require  all  their  en- 
ergies. It  seems  to  me  unconscionable  that  the  manufac- 
turers should  deure  to  graap  the  whole  70  per  cent  upon 
th^  productions,  and  refiise  to  do  a  litte  for  the  agricul- 
tural community.  Now  I  ask,  whether  the  friends  of  the 
American  aystem  do  not,  by  their  dectuon  upon  thia  mo- 
tion, shew  clearly  that  it  depends  upon  Great  Britun  for 
its  existence  >.  It  is  the  inevitable  conclusion,  from  Aeir 
own  argumenta.  They  have  their  choice  of  the  horns  of 
the  dilemma — and  they  have  cliosen  this.  The  American 
system  then  depends  upon  Great  Britain,  and  slie  will 
doubtless  cherish  it  with  kindness  and  afFectimi. 

Mr.  DICKEBSON  said  that  he  was  not  against  the  dii- 
tv,  but  the  time  at  which  it  was  to  b«  levied.  It  is  sud 
that  we  struggle  against  this  proposition  even  in  the 
agtmies  of  death  ;  but  do  not  they  struggle  on  the  oth- 
er dide  ?  We  struggle  a^inst  an  unnecessary  imposition 
— one  which  will  not  aid  the  agriculturist,  and  j'et  will 
injure  the  manu&cturer.  He  believed  it  would  produce 
no  good  effect }  and  should,  therefbre,  vote  against  it. 
Should  it  be  itrieken  our,  he  should  then  propose  a 
aubstttute*  Hie  question  being  taken  on  adopting  the 
amendment  as  amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  negxtive. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  duty  of  5  cents  per  an- 
num on  tile  pound  of  indigo,  until  it  arrives  to  50  cents  j 
which  was  decided  in  the  afftrmative. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maiylan^  mbved  to  amend  thebill,>y 
an  additional  duty  of  five  cents  on  cordage. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  would  not  object  to  this,  un- 
less commercial  gentleman  opposed  it.  He,  however,  be- 
lieved the  great  difference  between  hemp  and  cordage  was 
auffitnentto  protect  the  eordagefrom  competition  wiUi  the 
fbttign  mannfacturer. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  this  was  a  new  proposition, 
and  he,  For  me,  wished  to  give  to  it  due  eonsideration. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  but  aus- 
pended  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  sai^  that  be  was  inclined  to  as- 
sent to  this  motion.  They  had  been  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  that  he  had  yet  several  amend- 
ments to  ofHer.  He  would,  therefore,  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  gentlemen  ofTerinf  thnr  amendments,  so  that  they 
migbtoe  printed,  after  which  the  Senate  would  meet  with 
the  full  understandir^  of  the  questions  they  were  to  be 
called  upon  to  decide. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn  % 
which  was  rejected. 

It  being  half  past  four  o'clock,  Mr.  SMITH,  of  S.  C. 
moved  that  the  Senate  have  a  recces  until  six  o'clock  i 
vhidi  WH  agreed  to. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  motion  offered  by  Mr.  SMfTH.  of  Matyland,  was 
briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  WBBSTEB,  DICKERSON^ 
and  SMITH,  of  Matyland. 


Mr.  PARBIS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  \  which- were  er. 
dered. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  that  it  seemed  at  first  that  the  dutjr 
on  liemp  would  be  of  no  importance  to  the  agriculturist, 
because  it  could  not  be  produced  in  this  country.  But, 
now  it  appeared  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  swell 
the  price  of  hemp  itself,  and  call  for  a  duty  on  cordage. 
He  riiould  vote  agiunst  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  the  g«ntlem»i  nppos- 
ed  that  this  duty  would  not  add  a  gii^le  blade  to  tbe 
product  of  the  domestic  article.  Yet,  it  will  increase  the 
price  of  manufactured  hemp.  And  tiie  question  is,  wheth- 
er you  will  purchase  the  foreign  manunctured  article,  op 
that  manufactured  in  this  country.  Does  he  not  see,  tfaat^. 
if  we  lay  a  heavy  duly  on  raw  hemp,  it  will  be  %  boun^ 
on  the  foreign  manubictured  article,  unless thatis  taxed  aU 
so?  Does  be  not  see,  that,  if  we  intend  to  keep  the  manu- 
facture of  bemp  aBve  in  thiscountty,we  must  layaduty  on 
the  foreign  manufactured  article  i  He  merely  rose  to  ■ 
make  this  sUtement,  because  he  thought  tbe  ^ntle 
man  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  intention  of  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  PARBIS  said,  that  the  argument  of  the  Seaatn* 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wsbbtkb]  is  correct,  and  ought 
to  have  iu  wright,  unless  this  article  be  already  protect- 
ed.  To  shew  whether  that  ia  the  case,  a  statement  of  a 
few  ftcU  only  would  be  necessary.  TTie  existing  duty 
on  cordage  is  #89  60  per  ton.  The  duty  contemplated  bjr 
the  hill  on  imported  hemp,  will  be  #60  per  ton,  when  it 
shall  have  arrived  at  ita  ultinutum  t  thus  giving  the  do- 
mestic muiufacbired  article  an  advantage  of  nearly  #30 
per  ton  over  the  same  article  of  fbreign  manu&cture. 
This  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  protection.  If  gentle- 
men think  ao,  they  will  negative  the  amendment  Only 
one  other  fact  need  be  stated.  There  is  not,  now,  nor 
has  there  been  for  years,  a  pound  of  foreign  cordage  used 
on  American  tonnsge.  It  is  imported  only  for  exporution 
as  an  article  of  trade.  During  the  htst  year,  the  importa- 
tion of  this  article  exceeded  1,500,000  pounds  ;  the  prin. 
cipal  part  of  which  was  from  Russia,  and  of  course  en- 
cumbered  with  the  same  expense  for  freight,  insurance, 
&c.  as  the  unmanu&ctured  hemp.  The  exportatioa  of 
cordage,  for  drawback,  during  tlie  same  year,  somewhat 
exceeded  that  quantity,  principally  to  Cuba,  Brazil,  and 
Chili.  Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  increased 
duty  on  hemp,  he  should  uniformly  vote  against  any  addi- 
tional duty  on  manuf^ures  from  that  article. 

Mr.  ROWAN  said,  he  rose  to  acknowledge  that  he  had 
taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  operation  of  this  amend- 
ment. He  was  convinced,  from  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  effect  of  the  duty  oa 
cordage  would  be  benefieiid  to  the  hemp  growing  inters 
est  of  this  country,  and,  as  he  was  always  ready  to  admit 
any  erroneous  impreimon,  he  should  now  consider  himself 
bound  to  vote  fur  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  then  put,  tbe  motion  was  reject- 
ed. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  a  progreaaive  duty  on 
wool  on  the  skin,  to  make  it  entirely  probibitoiy  in  four 

years. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Means.  BEN- 
TON, DICKERSON,  CHANDLER,  and  HARBISON 

participated. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Soutii  Carolina,  said,  that  he  did  not 
rise  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  show,  that  it  was  idle 
to  go  on  with  the  debate  at  present.  Within  the  last 
thirty-four  hours  the  Senate  bad  been  ie  session  twenty 
hours,  which  bad  been  entirely  employed  in  the  dis- 
cusrion  of  the  Tariff  bill— the  sinkings  out,  and  the  put- 
tings in.  Such  continued  labor  might  do  for  others,  but 
he  had  neither  the  nerves  nor  the  lungs  to  go  brther  in 
this  fatiguing  buainesa*  He  considered  that  it  was  too 
much  for  the  human  frame.  He  therefbre  moved  that  tho 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 
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Mr.  WOODBUBT  moredtlutthehourof  a^joumnnent 
be  noted  od  the  journal ;  and  aaked  tin  yeaa  and  nays. 
The  queitioo  was  tlien  biken,  and  deddea  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 


MoaniAT,  Mat  13.  1838. 

THE  TABIPP  BILL. 
TTie  bill  altering  the  acts  itnpoaing-  duties  on  Imports, 
was  again  taken  up  t  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bsirroir,  to 
prohibit  the  importation  oS  raw  wool,  by  gradual  adrances, 
ao  as  to  go  into  effect  in  the  year  1833,  being  under  con- 
aidetatioii*  the  question  vas  put.  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gKtire. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  proposed  to  ameml.  by  inserting  a 
prorinon.  laying  a  duty  often  per  centum  per  annum  on 
wool  onmanubctured,  until  it  shall  amount  to  50'per  ccn* 
tiun  ad  nloreni,  and  5  per  centum  afterwards,  until  it 
amounts  to  70  per  cent. 

ThisnmUon  waa  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  BENTON, 
SMITH,  of  Md.  HAYNE,  and  DICKERSONi  when  the 
question  was  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  gal- 
lon, in  addition  to  the  duty  of  ten  cents  in  the  bill,  be 
kid  on  imported  molasses,  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  day 
of  iune.  1830,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  duty  on  that  ar- 
ticle amount  to  nzteea  cents  per  gallon  after  that  time. 
This  proportion  he  supported  in  a  speeeb  of  conndera- 
ble  length,  in  which  he  went  back  to  the  first  propou- 
tion  uiraer  the  Federal  Govemroent  to  impose  a  duty  on 
HMtasseii  and  shewed  that  it  was  then  considered  as  a 
duty  on  sugar.  This  statement  he  confirmed  by  a  recur- 
rence to  the  first  tariff  of 1790,  reported  by  a  Committee 
of  die  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  Mr.  Madison 
was  Chairma.!,  in  which  brown  su^ar  was  dutied  at  one 
cent  per  pound,  and  molasses  at  eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 
and  me  two  duties  held  to  be  equal,  as  a  gallon  of  mo- 
lasses waa  admitted  to  be  e^ual  in  weight,  and  superior 
in  saccharine  matter,  to  eight  pounds  of  brown  sugar. 

Both  were  treated  as  duties  upon  sugar  t  one  in  its 
granolary,  and  the  other  in  its  fluid  state  j  and  the  House 
of  SepresentiUives  sustained  that  idea,  and  voted  the  two 
duties  as  reported.  But  in  the  Senate  this  equality  was 
altered,  upon  tiie  earnest  represeotatioD  of  the  New-Gng- 
hnd  member^  that  mdaases  was  used  prindpatly  for 
distiUatkm,  and  not  as  a  substitute  for  sugar  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  ;  and  the  duty  was  reduced,  under  this 
berief.  from  eight  to  two  and  a  half  cenU  per  gallon. 
Since  Uiat  time  this  idea  has  prevwled ;  and  in  the  enact- 
ment of  subMquent  tariffs,  molaves  has  nearly  escaped 
all  duly*  wUle  brown  sugar  has  twice  been  aiujected  to 
an  adnitce  of  duty,  and  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one 
hundred  per  cent,  upon  its  original  amount.  The  tariff, 
now  in  force,  levies  three  cents  a  pound  on  brown  sugar, 
and  only  Ave  cents  a  gallon  on  mobuses  i  the  tariff  now 
under  connderation  proposes  an  advance  of  only  five 
centa  a  gallon  on  molasses  %  and  the  amendment  propos- 
ed only  contemplates  a  fiirther  advance  of  six  cent^  to 
take  oTect  two  years  hence. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  was  induced  to  revive  the  original 
idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar,  by  a  piece  of  informa- 
tion which  hiM  been  ^ven  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  a^o 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  [Mr.  Wxbstkb]  in 
the  debate  on  New-England  rum,  in  which  that  liquor 
was  treated  as  the  antagonist  of  Western  whiskey,  and 
the  foreign  material  out  of  whidi  it  was  made*  was  shewn 
to  be  the  rival  of  domestic  grain,  and  of  cotirse  entitled 
to  no  favor  fVom  a  legislature  professing  to  be  a  friend  to 
the  American  System.  That  Senator,  in  the  course  of 
that  debate,  declared,  upon  this  floor,  that  this  was  a 
mistake  t  that  Tnolasses  in  New-England  was  used  prin- 
tipally  on  (he  Uble,  and  not  in  the  stills  ;  and  that  of  the 
ten  Bmllions  of  gallona  annually  imported  into  that  section 


of  the  Union,  not  more  than  two  miliom  wen  distilled 
into  rum.  This  would  leave  eight  millions  <^  gallons, 
equivalent  to  sixty-four  millions  of  pounds  of  brown  su^ 
nr.  to  be  used  as  sugar  ;  and  shews  that  the  New-Eng-' 
land  statesmen  of  the  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the 
time,  were  prodigiously  mistaken  as  to  the  future  distiUa* 
lation  moluses  ;  and  that  this  mistake  led  the  Con- 
gress Mnce  that  day,  into  a  great  error  {  an  enw  which 
has  pervaded  our  legislation  ever  since,  destroyed  the 
equality  of  the  ngar  tax,  and  deprived  the  Treasury  of 
an  immense  revenue.  But  that  mistake  is  now  corrected. 
The  important  fact  is  now  admitted,  that  four-fifths  <rf  the 
molasses  imported  into  New-En^uid,  are  consumed  aa 
sagar  {  and  the  knowledge  of  vnis  fi^ct  si^gcst  grave 
questions  to  the  American  statesroan  in  reference  te  our 
reveni^  the  equal  distrihution  of  oar  taxe^  and  the  pre- 
servation of  a  market  for  our  doroeitic  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses. 

Mr.  B.  would  briefly  touch  these  great  questions,  and 
leave  many  of  their  results  to  be  pursued  and  developed 
by  the  minds  of  others. 

1.  ^  it  eoneerru  M^retienue.— The  TVeasury,  he  said, 
was  an  enormous  loser.  Eight  millions  of  gallons  (rf*  mo- 
lasses were  c-qual  to  64  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar  t  this 
quantity  of  sugar,  at  the  present  rate  of  duty,  would  pay 
f 1,930.000  ;  its  equivalent  in  molasses,  under  the  exi^-* 
ing  duty  of  fire  cents  per  gallon,  hasonljr  paid  |400,000t 
under  the  proposed  duty  in  the  bill,  it  will  only  pay 
9800,000  t  and  even  if  carried  to  16  cents,  will  still  pay 
but  #1,380,000.  The  result  was  that  the  Treasury  had 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  21,530,000  per  annumilhaC 
it  was  destined  to  lose  under  the  operation  of  the  bill  as 
it  stood,  a  further  annual  sum  of  91. 130,000  j  and  even  if 
his  amendment  shotdd  be  adopted,  the  annual  loss  would 
stin  be  9640,000.  This  loss,  though  great,  would  still  be 
80  much  less  th«n  that  now  suffered,  that  Mr.  B.  would 
be  wilUng  to  compromise  upon  it,  and  leave  to  his  New- 
England  brethren  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  so  great  an  ad- 
vantage until  the  time  came  round  for  a  general  revision 
of  the  tariff,  and  an  extenuve  reduction  luid  equalization 
of  duties  consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt 

3.  Ja  Uameertu the egualdUtributionofihtpt^iie  taxes. 
The  tax  upon  brown  sugar  is  one  cMT  the  heaviest  that  is 
imposed.  That  article  is  dutied  at  three  cents  a  pound, 
whidi.  with  the  merchant's  profit  upon  that  sum,  makes 
it  cost  nearly  four  cents  higher  in  the  pound.  The  ag- 
gregate tax  for  the  last  three  years,  abewt  an  average  of 
two  millions  and  a  qitu^er  of  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
a  tax  upon  a  necessary  of  life  <  it  is  a  tax  upon  an  article 
consumed  by  the  pow  i  it  is  a  tax  whit^  is  chiefly  pidd 
by  the  people  of  the  Middle.  Soathern  and  Weatem 
States  {  for  tbey  cannot  use  molasses  as  a  substitute. 
Their  interior  porition  forbids  the  extenMve  use  of  an  ar* 
ticle  which  is  spoilt  and  wasted  in  a  long  overland  trans, 
portation.  The  commercial  tables  prove  this  fiust,  for 
while  New-Ei^fland  alone  annually  imporu  ten  miliions 
ttf  gallons  of  molanes,  all  the  rest  of  the  Uidon  put  toge- 
ther—Uie  eighteen  other  States  and  three  territories  uni- 
ted, only  imported  three  millinns  of  gallons  !  This^provea 
the  fiwt  that  molasses  la  but  little  used  as  a  substitute  fur 
sugar,  outside  of  New-England  (  it  proves  the  fact 
that  the  present  great  revenue  derived  from  brown  sugar 
is  chiefly  paid  by  citizens  of  other  parts-of  the  Union  { 
and  it  presents  the  question  to  the  American  statesman, 
how  nt  it  is  right  in  itself,  how  far  it  is  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  our  confederacy,  how  ht  it  is  just  to- 
wards the  inhabitants  of  the  Middle.  Southern  and  West- 
ern States,  to  devolve  the  burthen  of  the  sugar  tax  upon 
them,  and  relieve  the  New-England  people  Itom  it.  by 
continuing  the  vast  inequality  «  duty  up<m  the  granulary 
and  the  fluid  state  of  the  article  ^ 

Mr.  B.  here  addressed  himself  directiy  to  a  Senior  flvm 
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Penntyhnais,  [Mr.  MiJixs]  who  hsd  Allowed  hU  feelings, 
a  few  days  before,  to  carry  him  so  far  a»  to  throw  Q»t  a 
very  odioua  imputation  on  tJie  Committee  of,  the  Hoasc 
of  Beptesenthtives,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff  bill  of 
the  prevent  aesiion.  That  imputation  was  to  thii  effect  : 
that  the  increased  doty  on  rootaaBca  was  put  into  tfae  bill 
for  the  purpose  triT  poisoaing  K  t  tnd  pceventtng  iho  New- 
England  members  from  voting  for  it  Mr.  B.  repelled 
this  imputation,  as  a  satire  upon  the  New-EogJaad- mera- 
b«rs,  whose  patriotism  it  would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and 
as  an  unjust  and  disorderly  attack  upoe  members  of  th© 
other  branch  of  the  Legtslature  i  and  awd  to  the  Senator 
who  had  made  it,  .that  he  would  confront  him  with  very 
coiinentwtbority  ftom  tus.own  State,  Ae  speech  of  Mr. 
Sltzsionnons,  a  cUstinguished  member  of  Congress  from 
the  State  of  Penn^Ivania,  in  the  year  '90,  who  sui^orted 
Mr.  HfMliflan  in  bis  proposal  to  place  an  equal  duty  on  su- 
gar and  molasses  ;  and  supported  him  on  the  express 
ground,  that  the  people  of  Henn^lvania  should  not,,  by 
bis  vote,  be  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  their  aweeteoing 
than  the  people  of  New-Kngland  paid  on  theirs. 

3.  M  it  cmtenu  the  aUargemmt  aadpretervation  of  Me 
Ame  marlul,  for  Louitiana  tugar  and  tHolamet. — We  pos- 
sess, said  Mr.  B.,  an  extensive  region  on  tite  lower  Mib- 
sisfflppi,  adapted  to  the  production  of  these  articles.  Our 
laws  have  fostered  and  cherished  their  cultivation.  It  is  the 
duty  of  an  American  statesman — and  especially  the  duty 
of  a  legiblaior  from  any  part  of  the  vall^  of  the  Hississlp* 
pi,  to  preserve  and  augment  this  cultivation.  I  am  an 
American  legislator  1 1  am  from  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. I  a<Jtiiowiedge  the  force  of  tha  obligation  1  have 
announced,  and  shall  discharge  it  with  pleasure.  Aud 
here,  Mr.  President,  when  sugar  is  the  subject  of  debate, 
I  shall  seise  the  opportunity  which  it  uffers  to  satisJy  my 
f«lh>w  citizens  ot*  the  lower  »tissis»ppi,  that  in  any  reduc- 
tion or  abolition  of  duties  meditated  by  me  on  the  exi- 
tinction  of  the  public  debt,  no  injuty  is  intended,  and  so 
fer  as  my  voice  and  vote  can  go,  no  injury  shall  be  done 
to  tlie  domestic  cultivation  of  this  great  sts^ile  by  them. 
In  saying  this,  I  retract  nothing,  I  explain  nothing,  which 
I  have  heretofore  sud.  I  am  no  man  lo  retract  or  explain. 
I  stand  upon  my  word?,  and  abide  their  import  i  all  I  ask 
is  the  benefit  of  n-y  own  words.  I  say  then,  that  ia.  the 
event  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  imported  brown  sugar, 
consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  tl>e  publio  debt,  that 
no  injury  is  intended,  and  none  will  be  done  to  tlie  sugar 
planters  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  This  is  an  assertion  j 
and  as  sucli  I  do  not  claim  for  it  any  peculiar  deference  in 
or  out  of  this  chamber  j  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  leave 
such  a  question  dependent  upon  assertion  t  and  fortunate- 
ly for  me,  it  is  a  question  not  of  politics,  but  of  commerce; 
a  queaaioii  wliich  depends,  not  upon  argument,  but  upon 
facts  and  Bgures,  a  question  in  the  exact  sciences,  in 
which  the  data  being  tixcd,  the  result  is  inevitable  and 
incontrovertible.  ThefacUand  figures  then  are  these, 
that  the  price  of  Louisiana  brown  sugar  in  all  our  mar- 
kets now  is,  and  for  years  has  been,  as  any  price  cur- 
rent will  ^ew,  from  two  to  three  cents  lower  than  that 
of  Havana  brown  of  the  same  dasst  and  that  the  pro- 
duct of  the  Louisiana  planUttions  is  less  than  fifty  milhons 
of  pounds,  while  the  importations  from  Havana  and  other 
West  India  islands,  exceed  seventy  millions  of  pounds. 
Such  are  the  data.  Now  for  the  reMilts — and  these  are 
that  the  present  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  foreign 
brown  sugar,  is  more  than  enough  fat  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection I  it  is  more  than  enoogli  to  prevent  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle from  coming  into  competition  with  the  domestic  ; 
it  is  more  than  enougli  to  prevent  the  foreign  article  from 
underselling  the  domestic  in  our  ow-ii  market,  and  sinking 
the  price  of  the  domestic  below  tlie  sum  for  which  it  can 
profitably  be  raised.  It  is  now  raised  in  great  quantity, 
and  sold  at  a  great  profit,  at  an  average  of  two  cents  per 
pound  below  its  ft^eign  competition  ]  the  planter  is  satis- 


fied and  getting  rich  upon  such  sale%  Let  him  remai« 
sati^d  and  grow  richer  still.  I  will  not.disturb  his  satta< 
faction,  nor  diminisli  his  price,  or  his  profits,  a  single 
farthing.  But  he  is  not  able  to  supply  half  the  demand  ; 
we  have  to  import  seventy  or  eighty  millionSfrom  abroad, 
in  addition  to  all  that  he  can  make  i  end  for  this  great 
quantity  we  have  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  a  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound,  an  averse  of  two  cents  in  the 
pound,  more  than  we  psy  hhn  for  what  he  can  fatnisfa. 
The  effect  is,  that  to  the  amount  of  one  cent,  or  there»- 
bout^  the  duty  is  protective  ;  to  the  amount  of  twooentfl 
or  thereabouts,  it  is  a  revenue  measure  ;  taking  so  maeh 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,-  putting  it  into  the  TrtMr 
sury,  and  having  no  effect  whatever  on  the  price  or  sal» 
of  the  Louisiana  sugari  Here  then  is  a  tax  upon  the  com- 
munity to  the  amount  of  one  half  or  two  thirds  of  the  wbde 
sugar  tax,to  the  amount  of  amilUon  ora  million  anda  half  of 
dolUrs  per  annum,  without  the  smallest  advantage  to  the 
Louisiana  planter,  answering  no  ather  purpose  but  that 
of'  replenishing  the  Treasury,  and  when*  the  Treasury 
shatt  noloi^r  need  it,  a  tax  which -will  remain  without 
one  solitaiy  reason  for  keeping  it  up  to  its  present  heighr, 
and  against  numerous  and  cogent  reasons  for  reducing  it.  I 
therefore  reiterate  my  declaration,  that  when  the  public 
debt  is  paid  off— a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished 
— an  event  achievable  in  five  years,  the  duty  on  imported 
.brown  sugsr  may  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  Louis- 
iana planter,  and  with*  sensible  relief  to  the  Amerioan 
people.  I  speak  of  brown  sugar,  (in  which  description 
IB  comprehended  mascabado*)  and  which  is  dutied  at 
three  cents  a  pound,  and  not  of  clayed  sugar,  which  is 
dutied  at  four  cents.  The  former  is  no  better  than  the 
Lotiisians,  the  latter  is.  The  former  is  used  by  the  poor, 
the  latter  is  not.  It  is  on  the  brown,  which  Includes  mM* 
cabado,  that  the  du^  is  more  than  enough  for  protection, 
and  may  be  redaced-^how  much  it  may  be  reduced,  must 
depend  upon  the  relative  prices  of  the  foreign  and  do- 
mestic article,  when  the  reduction  may  be  attempted. 
Future  price  currents  must  decide  that  question.  What  I 
commit  myself  to,  is  the  principle  which  shouhd  govern 
the  decision,  namely,  that  the  duty  should  be  reduced  to 
a  duty  of  protection,  when  no  longer  needed  for  the  pur- 
poses (tf  revenue. 

Having  -finished  this  exposition,  Mr.  B:  said  he  was  very 
far  from  1>eingan  enemy  to  L.ouisiana,  as  seme  hte  pul»- 
licationa  in  that  quarter  might  lead  the  uninformed  to  be- 
lieve. During  the  seven  years  that  he  had  sai  in  the  Sen- 
ate, he  hsd  given  a  laborious  and  cheerful  attention  to  all 
the  bills  which  concerned  her  welfiuv,  or  that  of  her  in- 
dividual citizens,  not  only  in  votes  and  speeches  on  this 
floor,  but  in  the  less  ostentatious,  and  perhaps  .more  use- 
ful investigations  of  the  committee  room.  His  will  to 
serve  her,  was  not  limited  to  the  peaceful  business  of  le- 
gislation. He  had  been  ready  to  serve  her  in  arms  aiKt 
in  battle.  He  had  raised  a  regiment  of  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, and  led  it  to  Natchaz  in  the  first  expedition  of 
General  Jackson  to  the  lower  Mississippi,  in  the  winter 
of  1812-13,  when  the  British  were  expected  at  New  Or> 
leans,  but  did  not  come.  Even  now,  in  this  very  moment 
in  the  moving  of  this  additional  duty  on  molasses,  he  wm 
giving  a  fresh  proof  of  his  reganl  for  Louisiana,  fot  if  the 
motion  succeeded,  that  State  would  have  a  new  market 
opened  in  New  England,  for  the  consumptionof  her  sugar 
and  molasses,  more  than  equal  to  the  amount  of  her  pre- 
sent crop. 

Having  placed  the  equity  of  his  proportion,  (to  cany 
the  duly  on  molasses  to  sixteen  cents  per  gallon,)  on 
ground  which  seemed  to  him  to  be  inattackable,  Mr.  H. 
next  took  a  brief  view  of  the  objections  which  might  be 


■  AniiiltrierkiBd  oTbrami  cunr,  alwar*  •elKDrata  leMptieejja- 
elutiTdf  uacd  by  iho  poor,  amf  corruptly  ealk^  raUMOTaa^  n« 
duiiei on  tunr  are:  on  bR>i*n,  (inaliiaiiip  mMMbulaJS  Mnts  fK 
IbjonclaTei,  4dii. ;  Mil«ai|>,  10  d«.;«alMr,  IS  do. 
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nude  to  h,  M  comprehemled  from  the  couAe  of  previous 
debates.  These  were  : 

1.  That  the  molassei  were  consumed  by  the  poor  in  N. 
JSoghnd^  and  ought  not  to  be  tuted  hig;h. 

3.  That  they  were  used  in  distillation  for  the  imnu&c- 
tuK  of  mm. 

3.  That  tb«y  were  neceMarjr,  as  a  return  cairi^  to  keep 
up  the  New  Ei^ud  tnde  to  the  West  Imfia  in  fish  and 
luiaber. 

To  each  of  these  Ejections  Mr.  B.  gave  a  brief  an- 
tmvr. 

To  the  first—that  brown  sugar  was  used  by  the  poor  m 
other  parts  of  the  Union  in  tbe  same  way  that  coolaraes 
wasuMdby  tbe  poor  in  New  England  t  that  the  eonsam< 
en  of  sugar  now  paid  nearly  sis'  times  as  much  duty  aS 
IhotonKiraers  of  molasses ;  and  under  tbe  provision  <^ 
the  bUl|  aa  it  stood»  would  still  pay  nearly  three  times  as 
randi  I  and  that  fiur  and  impartial  justice  required  that 
tbe  burthen- of  supporting  the  government  should  be  more 
equally  distributed. 

To  tbe  next — that  the  proportion  of  molasses  distilled 
into  rum,  in  the  New  England  Slates,  did  not  exceed  the 
oae<firth  part  of  the  quantity  imported  ;  and  that  to  this 
ejrteni  it  vis  entitlm  to  no  fiivor  ( that  the  rum  when 
nude  VM  inferior  in  flavor  ud  wholeaomeness  to  spirits 
made  of  grain ;  and  that  being  mjide  xiS  a  foreign  material 
it  had  nq  ri{^  to  come  duty  ne^  or  subject  to  inadequate 
duty,  into  a  couidiy  abounding  with  grain,  to  diminish 
tb»  demand  for  whiskey,  and  consequently  dindnish  ihe 
demand  for  grain,  and  lesseo  its  value,  oat  of  i^hich  tbe 
wfaiikcy  wa»  made. 

To  the  third  objection,  he  replied  that  it  was  neither 
lus  wisb  nor  intention  to  diminish  the  trade  of  New  Er^. 
land  to  tbe  Weat  Indies  in  tbe  articles  nf  fish  and  lumber, 
*ot  could  his  proposition,  if  carried  into  a  law,  have  that 
effect.  It  mig^i  diminish  the  profits  on  the  return  cargo, 
but  could  not  diminish  tlie  trade  itself.  The  demnrtd 
Ux  fiah  and  lumber  would  atilt  be-the  same  ;  tbe  molasses 
to  pay  fas  them,  would  still  be  ready  t  tbe  only  effect 
Toald  be  that  this  raelaMCs  would  pay  more  duty  than 
fbmeriy,  but  not  as  mucli  as  it  t^i^ht  to  pay,  and  not  as 
■raeh,  by  one4hird,  aa  Uw  rest  ul  the  Union  paid  on  the 
tisUcle  for  which  it  was  a  substitute.  Beside^  ^e  return 
^  cargo  might  be  changed  into  brown  sugar  ;  and  then  the 
farmers  of  tbe  valley  of  tbe  Hisussippi,  who  sent  beef, 
pork,  com  meal,  flour  and  whiskey  to  tbe  West  Indies, 
would  be  on  a  level  with  the  New  England  people  -who 
aent  fish  and  lundier  there.  Both  woiUd  have  a  return 
cargo  sofajeet  to  the  same  tax  on  arriving  in  the  United 
States.  At  present  the  tax  was  unequal;  ami  operated 
partially  in  farar  of  tbe  citizens  of  New  England.  Tlie 
brown  sugar  paid  a  dut/  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent ; 
the  mobsse^  at  five  cents  a  gallon,  had  only  paid  a  duly 
of  15  per  cent  i  at  ten  cents  it  would  only  pay  3U  per 
cent  I  and  even  at  the  rate  proposed  by  bim,  to  wit,  16 
cents,  it  would  onljr  pw  about  50  per  cent;  a  rate  of  duty 
little  more  than  hatf  or  what  tliis  bill,  in  the  article  uf 
weollen  goods,  imposes  upon  the  Western,  ioutliem, 
and  middle  States,  for  the  benefit  of  New  England. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  compliment  to  tlie  vigilance, 
BMadfv,  peneverance,  and  unity  of  action,  wtucli  lud  en. 
ablsd  ttie  New  England  membera,  heretofore,  to  appro- 
priate t9  themselves  all  the  benefits,  and  leave  to  others 
all  the  burthens  of  tbe  difl^rent  tariffk.  He  did  not 
blame  them  for  it.  Their  paramount  duty  was  to  their 
<»m«tituents,  and  tbey  discharged  that  du^  with  a  zeal 
and  assiduity  worthy  of  allpnuse.  But  he  should  blame 
himself  if  be  did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His 
paramount  du^  was  to  the  people  aS  Missouri ;  and 
X)m  duty  required  bis  beat  exertions  to  protect  her  tUN 
t^cl^  and  to  equalise,  if  possible,  the  burthens  and  the 
bcpefitloflhe  present  tariff.   This  was  all  that  lie  was 


made,  or  to  be  made  by  him  j  and  he  wished  it  to  b«  sO 
understood  by  all  concerned. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  briefly  imposed  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BmoK  t  when,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  wool- 
len blankets.  In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  obaeiT- 
ed,  that  blankets  were  an  article  gS  necesNty,  required 
by  every  bodyi  but  mostly  by  the  poorest  people. 
neT  were  also  inquired  for  sfaives  and  Indian^  "id,  ii> 
deed,  no  class  eould  do  without  them.  There  had  al- 
ways been  a  distinction  between  tbe  duty  on  blankets 
and  other  woollen  goods,  in  the  various  tariffs,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  of  prime  nccessi^.  There  was 
another  reaaon  which  might  be  urged  for  removing  this 
duly.  It  WAS,  that  tbe  roanufitcture  w*s  not  oompetent 
tft  the  supply  of  tbe  oonsuuption  <tf  tbe  country,  and,  as 
the  duty  would  snb'  benefit  a  fiew  hidividtials,  while  the 
poorer  classes  suffered  in  proportion — as  the  Senate 
had  refused  to  put  any  further  duty  on  wool,  he  thought 
it  would  be  but  reasonable  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
blankets.  Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  motion,  was, 
that  blankets  were  essential  in  tbe  Indian  trade.  At 
present,  the  British  brought  them  across  the  .lines^ 
while  they  also  Introduced  their  furs  into  this  country 
free  of  duty.  Hiis  was  rery  bad  policy  :  f<v,  had  these 
fors  been  taxed  37^  per  cent.,  the  revenue  would  have 
gained  a  million  of  dollars,  and  our  trade  have  roeeired 
ample  protection.  If  the  duty  was  continued,  it  would 
be  a  great  injury  to  the  revenue,  and  act,  besides,  as  a 
heavy  miposition  on  the  poorest  class  of  our  oommu- 
nity.  He  riiould  be  gUd  if  the  Chairman  of  ibe  Com. 
mittee  on  Manufactures  would  give  tbe  amount  oS  the 
manufacture  of  the  article  in  tbw  country,  and  its  in* 
crease  since  1834.  The  duty  was  not  aueh  aa  was  given 
to  the  groww,  when  a  paltry  protection  was  extended  tu 
him,  which  was  always  gradual,  but  came  down  uufon. 
tar  upon  the  consumer. 

Mr.  SMll'H,  of  Maryland,  wished  to  know  wbetlier 
the  mamtfactiire  had  increased  nnce  1834.  At  that  time 
Congress  hid  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  on  tbe  article,  and 
be  wished  to  know  what  hud  been  its  effect. 

Mr.  DJCKERSON  said  he  did  not  think  the  manufac- 
ture had  increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  But  tlie  coun- 
try MBS  amply  capable  of  produang  the  whole  of  the 
consumption. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  made  some  furtlier  re. 
marks,  to  show  that  Ihe  duty  levied  in  1834,  had  nut 

operated  effectually  to  increase  Ihe  manufacture  of  blan- 
kets. 

Mr.  EATON  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a  stale- 
meiit  of  a  Commissary,  to  shew  the  operation  of  the  du- 
ties of  1824,  cn  llie  price  of  the  article,  from  which  lie 
argued,  that  a  beneficial  eKect  had  been  produced  by 
the  dtily.  The  price  had  very  sensibly  dccreued  with- 
in a  few  years,  wh'icli,  he  believed,  must  have  been  pro. 
duced  by  the  competition  in  our  country,  and  the  incKase 
of  the  manufiictiire. 

Mr.  S  MlTIf,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
ply, attributing  the  fall  of  the  prices,  aswiu  understood, 
to  tlie  reduction,  by  Great  Britain,  ul  the  tax  on  wool 
imported  into  that  country. 

Tlie  question  being  then  laktn  on  the  projiosed  amend- 
ment, it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a  pro- 
vision laying  a  duty  on  flira^of  all  kinds,  <tf3d|  per  cent, 
according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  BEATON  remarked,  that,  when  he  proposed  this 
duty,  formeriy,  it  was  supposed  that  it.  would  injure  tbe 
manufacture  ^  bats.  But  hi  one  ounce  of  fur  only  waa 
now  put  into  a  beaver  hat,  this  duty  would  make  but  8  j 
cents  addition  on  eiich  hat,  while  the  revenue  would  be 


Riming  at,  eilber  iu  Uie  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions  oiic  buudred  tbousanJ  diriLirs.   He  hoped'  the  manufao- 
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turing  interest  would  not  spring  forward  to  prevent  so 
important  a  provision. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  ui  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  BENTON  ihen  mored  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 

3d  section,  fay  adding  to  the  duty  on  hemp  "  ten  dol- 
lars per  ton,  annuaOyi  until  it  imounU  to  ninety  dol- 
lars ( "  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WOODBURV  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, **  on  alt  manu&ctures  of  s'dks,  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope*  SO  per  cent,  and  on  all  manubc- 
tures  of  silks,  ftom  countries  this  side  of  the  Cape,  90 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  WOODBURY  sud,  the  effect  of  this  motion 
■would  be,  to  leave  the  duty  as  it  now  was  on  the  mano^ 
factures  of  ulk  this  nde  of  tba  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Sut,  on  those  iVmn  bnrond  that  Cape,  it  nuaed  the  du^ 
five  per  cent.   At  this  period  of  the  session,  he  would 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  only  a  few  minutes 
In  staung  the  probi^le  effect  of  the  amendment,  should 
It  prerw.   By  the  change  of  duty,  the  whole  impost  on 
silks,  annuaUy.  would  he  somewuit  raised  for  a  time. 
This  might  increaie  the  zeal  already  excited  in  this 
country  for  the  culture  of  sltk,  and  thus  tend  to  encou- 
rage enterprise,  and  improve  skill    Should  the  ehaiwe 
alter  in  time  our  importations,  wd  introduce  into  the 
market  more  of  the  ulks  of  EurCfte,  and  less  <^  those 
from  India  and  China,  till  the  former  ^tirely  engrossed 
the  market,  the  effect  would  prove  \ghly  beneficial 
betli  to  our  agriculture  and  navigation.  Vrhe  commer- 
cial men  in  this  body  were  very  consciouk  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent  betwm  aiUcs  from 
India  and  Europe,  introduced  ui  the  tariff  «f  1824,  had 
vetT  cmuidenbly  augmented  the  importations  of  those 
manubctured  nearest  home.    Without  troubling  the  Se- 
nate with  a  statistical  detail,  the  year  ending  in  Septem- 
ber, 1^6,  exhiliited  an  importation  of  almust  five  milli- 
ons worth  of  this  article  from  Europe,  and  of  only  a  lit- 
tle more  than  three  millions  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    All  who  heard  him,  and  had  reflected  on 
the  sut^ect,  were  aware  that  the  rilks  from  Incfia  were 
paid  for  mostly  in  specie,  and  emph^ed  but  Uttle  naviga- 
tion directly,  while  those  from  Europe  were  chiefly  ob- 
tained in  exchange  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  suiple 
articles  of  agriculture,  and  gave  occupation  directly  to  a 
much  larger  amount  of  tonnage.   Another  effect  would 
probably  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of  these  articles 
Hbroad  would  be  lowered,  with  a  view  to  reciprocate  our 
friendly  discrinunation  in  flivor  <rf  European  sdka.  From 
one  Power  especially,  and  that  was  France,  we  might 
not  only  hope  this  i  but  it  would  give  to  ber  some  sub- 
Btitule  for  the  diminution  occasioned  by  othc  parts  of 
Ibis  very  bill,  in  our  pressnt  trade  for  woollens  from  that 
country.   Should  any  objection  be  made  to  an  increase 
of  ti»i»  impost,  it  might  also  be  repUed,  it  was  a  tax  on 
wliat  was  in  some  degree  a  luxuiy,  and  chiefly  used  by 
the  wealthy,  while  this  same  bill  Uxed  very  highly  a 
great  ntimber  of  ttie  first  neccBsaries  of  life,  used  by  the 
humblest  classes  of  society.    He  would  only  add,  at  this 
lime,  that  the  cliange  now  proposed  was  in  exuct  con- 
formity with  tlie  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Hanutactures,  in  18^;  and  the  experience  of  three 

J rears  liad  ^owa  the  benefits  of  the  discrimination  so  fiil- 
y,  that  no  hulher  argument  was  wanted,  he  thought,  to 
verify' their  recommendation  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  in- 
duce us  to  make  the  whole  discriminalion  tltcn  advised, 
not  only  by  the  committee,  but  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  the  first  commercial  city  in  the  Union. 
Mr.  81LSBEE  made  a  few  remarks. 
Mr.DICKERSON  said,  it  appeared  that  the  object 
of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  discrimination. 
He  agreed  that  the  effect  had  been  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  ulkimpMted  from  beyond  the  Ci^  of  Good  Hope, 


and  he  thought  that  the  present  duty  was  producing  the 
change  so  rapidly,  it  was  not  necenaty  to  increue  the 
diBcnminatioR, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  to  make  e  Angte  remik,  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  ^icrindnatlon,  mm  to  pnq;KNe  to 
the  gentleman  ftom  New  Hampshire  to  fix  tome  paied 
at  which  the  ad^tional  duty  should  commence,  or  U 
would  operate  severely  on  the  merchants  whose  sbhw 
bad  alrewly  httn  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  nlks.  Tbe 
importers  of  tUs  description  of  goods  n^ht  mdSec  greitt 
lou^  unlesa  the  smendment  were  so  modmed  u  net  to 

So  into  effect  until  a  period  late  enough  to  nre  their  or- 
ers,  already  sent,  from  its  operation. 
Ur.  SMITH,  of  Blatyland,  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  importance  f>f  our  trade  with  France.  He 
considered  it  to  oe  our  interest  to  be  on  the  best  ter«M 
with  that  country,  as  ^  took  our  articles  in  return — nd 
it  was  but  fijr  to  give  to  her  an  edvmtage,  in  the  itBc 
trade,  over  China,  where  we  were  obliged  to  pay  ape* 
cie — although  he  had  wondered  that  our  merdumti  did 
not  export  cotton  to  the  Utter  country,  as  the  experi- 
ment bad  been  made  successfully  in  one  instance,  which 
be  mentioned. 

Mr.  BENTON  -tfas' decidedly  in  favor  of  the  propoaad 
amendment  He  was  in  favor  of  this  ^ictimimon, 
when  it  was  proposed  in  1824^  and  the  benefidil  elfecU 
produced  by  the  discrinunation  of  five  per  centum,  mn 
posed  at  that  time,  enooui^^ied  him  to  carry  the  prin- 
ciple to  the  point  now  profKMed.  At  present  we  gvA 
our  chief  supplies  of  silks  from  France,  England,  and 
the  East  Indies.  From  the  hitter  place,  we  poidiaae 
for  gold  and  ulver ;  from  the  two  former,  for  the  (iro- 
ducU  of  our  soiL  We  pay  for  French  and  En^;lisli  sdks 
in  cotton,  >ic^  and  tobacco  i  and  our  statisbeal  tid>le» 
show  us,  that  our  exptnts,  in  these  articles,  to  cme  of 
the  European  Powers,  France,  has  increased  nearly 
tliree  fold  since  1834.  It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent policy  to  keep  that  increase  on  the  rise  t  and  the 
doubling  the  discriminating  duties  in  iavor  of  Buropean 
silka,  will  contiibute  to  effect  that  object  So  much 
for  s^culture.  On  the  other  band,  the  nav%atin|r  itf 
terest  will  be  benefitted  by  tlie  same  p^icy.  It  takes 
but  little  tonnage  to  carry  the  gold  and  ulver  to  Chin*, 
which  brings  back,  say  three  million  dollars'  worth  ^ 
silks  t  but  it  would  require  at  least  30,000  tons  of  ship- 
ping, the  freight  on  which  would  be  worth  $400,000,  at 
a  cent  and  a  half  per  pound,  to  cany  as  much  cotton 
to  France  England  wooM  purchaae  the  same  amouBt 
of  dlks  in  those  oountriei.  Urns  the  inteitMi  of  ooin> 
merce,  of  agriculture,  the  land  holder,  and  owner, 
are  both  concerned  in  fostering  the  wlk  trade  with 
France  and  England,  in  preference  to  that  from  beyond 
tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (  and  every  interest  is  concern* 
ed  in  promoting  a  trade  which  consumes  the  products  of 
the  country,  in  prefiuvnce  to  one  thatcatries  off  Us  goid 
and  silver. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  modified  his  amendment  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Wxbstib.  so  as  to  make  its  tqwimtion 
commence  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1839. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

home  discussion  arose  on  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  WEB- 
STER, to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  subjecting^ 
all  invuces  of  goods  to  the  decisions  of  appraisers,  m 
which  Mr.  WEBSTEB  and  Mr.  SANFORD  took  part. 
Mr.  W.  did  not  then  press  his  motion. 

Other  verbal  amendments  were  made  in  the  bill,  to 
make  it  correspond  with  the  amendment  last  adopted. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  10th,  11th,  13th,  and  13th  lines 
of  the  3d  section,  which  enabmced  the  du^  on  cotton 
'  baninfc  Utr  wUch  he  gav^  »  one  of  im  reaaonsi  the 
I  fiUT  In  the  price  of  cotton  t  nnce  the  duty  had  fiiOai  w 
I  that  it  was  ftlt  Hvcrdy  by  the  pfavten. 
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The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAZKWELL  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill,  by  atrik- 
inr  out  the  duty  on  ateel,  lewl,  leaden  abot,  litharge,  ot- 
«nre  mmeral,  and  sti^r  of  lead. 

Mr.  r.  8wd,  that  he  had  made  the  propoaUion  for  the 

Surpow  of  making  a  single  remark  in  opposition  to  tlie 
u(y.  All  the  lead  mines  in  this  country,  of  any  Talue. 
were  Uie  property  of  tlie  United  States.  It  seemed  to 
htm  an  extraordinajr  policy  that  the  Government  should 
increase  the  duty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  its  own 
profits,  lie  )iad  i>iied  the  .question  in  order  that  it 
might  be  settled  wbetlier  it  wys  proper  tliat  the  Govern- 
reeju  shoiOd  tax  the  People  in  this  manner  for  iu  own 
proiit. 

The  qtiestion  being  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  T..  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTOfJ  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  levyinjr  a 
duly  on  oranges,  limes,  and  lemoni.  as  he  observed?  to 
of  Florida  {  which  was  rejected. 

ty  of  50  percent,  ad  valorem,  on  olives,  sweetmeats,  and 
castor  oil ,  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
tfte  dpty  on  unported  spirits  i  which  waa  decided  in  tiie 
negative. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  moved  to  Insert  a  duty  on  imported 
umbrellas.  [Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  manu- 
facturers of  the  article,  praying  for  an  additional  duty.l 
I  tie  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  moved  that  the  date'*  30th  of 
*«ne  "  be  stricken  out,  and  the  *  lat  of  September '  in- 
Jrerted.  (the  time  at  which  the  bill  goes  into  operation  jl 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucley,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  adding  a  proviso  exempting  all  books,  tracts 
&c.  for  Bible  and  other  religious  societies,  from  the 
*^K^'^!iirt«  *  articles;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  S 
Ing  out  that  portion  of  the  8th  section,  which  noinls  out 
the  duty  of  the  appraisers,  and  empowers  them  to  fix 
upon  the  value  of  importations  independently  of  the 
invoices. 

On  this  motion  discussion  arose,  in  which  it  was  on- 

''^^  «!?^V,»*^^"^*^'''  BARNARD.  VAN  BU- 
REN.and  SANFORD,  and  supported  by  Mr.  WEBSTER 

^ive  ""'*'^»  question  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
In  «;  proposed  the  following  amendment 

3d  secuon,  20Ui  line,  the  following  words :  « exceot 

SSL'^thiH-'l-Ml^r  bond 
shall  not  be  distilled ;  and,  on  all  such,  5  cents  per  irallon  " 

The  motion  was  negatived, 
.t,'*^!**  qo.e^***"'        occurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
^t^A^'-^A-^^'X^*^        nays  having  been  onler. 
^VT?    S^*"** L*"  «ffif'»«t>ve,by  the  following  vote: 
T»«  .r     7?"^-  Barton.  Bateman.  Benton, 

?rirl'r?'?^"*'  ^J'=^«"«"'  Eaton,  Foot.  Hanson,  Hen- 
ii  ^l  ^«ntucky,  Kane,  Knight,  McUne, 

Marks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Saiiford,  Sey- 
mour,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.-26 

miJ^?^ir'ilv"'',,°''"'^"v"™"*=*''  Chambers.  Chan- 
S^SiSf  '  ^^J"''^  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  King, 

McKinley,  Macon,  Fams,  Robbins,  Sibbee.  Smith,  of 

While,  Wdliama,  Woodbury.— 21.  J 


Mr.  HAYNE  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  entered  a  solemn  protest  against  it,  as  a  partial,  un- 
just, and  unconstitutional  measure,  and  concluded  by 
moving  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  j  tm  wbicj) 
the  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  waa  decid- 
ed in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : . 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Branch,  Cham- 
bers, Chandler,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston,  of  I.ou. 
King,  McKir.lcy,  Macon,  Parris.  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of 
S.C.  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Williams.  Woodbuiy.— S», 
NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Cliase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison.  Hcndricki^ 
Jolinson.  of  Ken.  Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble, 
Ridgely,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Hugglcs,  Sanford,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster.  Willey.— 2?. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Man. 
Mr.  BENTON  read  some  statements  to  shew  that  the 
duties  of  1824  liad  not  bean  of  anv  benefit  to  the'  agri- 
culturist. *  ^ 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  passage  of  th^^ 
bin,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  it  vaa 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barnard.  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson.  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison.  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kane,  Knight,  McLane,  Wu-ks 
Noble,  Ridgely.  Itowan,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Webster,  Willey.— 26. 

NAYS. — M4?ssrs.  Uerrien,  Branch,  Chambeis,  Chandler) 
Cobb,  Ellis,  llayne,  Johnston,  of  Lou.,  King,  McKinley, 
Macon,  Parris,  Itobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of 
S.  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  While,  Williams,  Wood, 
bury.— 31. 

So  the  bill  was  rassEO,  and  returned  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

[The  debate  on  the  Tariff  Bill  in  the  Senate  is  very 
limited,  the  Editors  not  having  been  able,  from  circum- 
stances beyond  their  control,  to  procure  the  remarks  of 
all  the  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate.  Such 
portion  of  the  prominent  speeches  on  the  bill,  as  were  in 
their  possession,  are  given  in  the  preceding  page^  no 
K*Id.]  '^'^  themselvea  at  liberty  to  with- 
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j„  J5*t^*    "^'"^  "iterations  in  the  sevei»l  acts  impos- 

qSft.trsMrbS.;^^^^^^  ^  -1 

Vol.  IV— 50 


WsDiFXBiiAT,  Mai  14,  1828. 
DEPORTED  SLAVES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  the  mes- 
sage and  amendments  from  the  other  House,  of  the  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  cUima  for  slaves,  under  the  firat  ar. 
tide  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  were  taken  up,  and  the  pro- 
viso, offered  by  Mr.  Johkstok,  to  allow  the  taking  oS 
evidence  until  the  first  of  July,  being  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  J.  spoke  at  considerable  lengtli  in  defence  of 
its  olyect;  and,  in  conclusion,  withdrew  it,  substituting 
therefor  an  amendment  for  the  same  purpose,  but  whicft 
was  not  subject  to  the  objections  which  bad  been  mad* 
to  the  other,  that  it  would  dictate  to  the  commianonera 
any  particular  course  in  the  perfornunce  of  their  duty. 
Mr.  J.  then  offered  an  amendment  authorizing  the  com- 
missioners to  receive  all  testimony  presented  to  them 
in  proper  form,  previnus  to  the  first  day  of  July  next| 
provided  that  notice  of  the  testimony  which  they  Intend 
to  uftier  shall  be  given  by  all  individuabi  mdun  three 
days  after  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  opposed  the  motion, on  the  gcmmi 
that  it  would  bo  out  (rf  order  to  amend  the  amendment 
reported  from  the  other  House,  as  it  was  a  proposition 
merely  in  relation  to  time,  as  it  was  an  alteration  of  the 
time  at  which  the  commiauon  should  expire,  from  the 
30th  November  to  the  lat  of  September.  He  submitted 
to  the  Chair  the  queation  whetlier  the  amendment  waa 
in  order. 

I'he  CHAIR  said  it  waa  not  parliamentary  ;  but  It  VU 
not  competent  to  the  Chair  to  decide. 
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Mr.  TAZEWELL  uked  if  there  wu  no  mode  hj  wlucb 
the  Senate  coutd  not  act  upon  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  taid  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate 
to  decide  upon  it  on  the  ground  of  incongruity, 

Mr.  BERRIEM  then  rote,  and  ezpreised  hiraielf  at 
coBiid««ble  lenf^h  in  ftn»-  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied  at  great  length,  and  iniisted 
on  the  point  of  order  which  he  had  previously  urged, 
abo  opponng  the  object  of  the  motion  as  hnpoaing  a 
duty  on  the  oomminionerB. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  the  question  appeared  to  be  one  of 
pufiamentary  practice,  and  he  thought  the  Senate  not 
eotnpetent  to  amend  the  amendment  The  only  way  in 
wUcn  a  modification  could  be  obtained,  votild  be  for  the 
Senate  to  diaagree  to  the  smendment»  and  then  apptrint 
a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  then  withdrew  hia 
amendment,  and  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  Uie 
amendment  of  the  Houae,  with  the  design  of  moving  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  TYLER  observed  that  tie  had,  aeveial  days  since, 
moved  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  preposition  of  Mr.  Jobitbtoit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ttuk  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent  attves. 

Mr.  TTLCR  read  a  letter  from  the  commiainoners  to 
the  Hon.  Charles  A.  WicklifTe,  of  the  other  House,  in 
support  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  also  made  some  further  remarks  oppos- 
ed to  the  motion  of  concurrence,  wlieo,  the  question  be- 
ing  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  McLANE,  from  tlte.  committee  of  conference  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  internal  im- 
provements^ reported  the  following  resolutions,  agreed 
to  by  the  managers  ef  the  two  Houaes,  respectively : 

lat.  Saohedt  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  the  fifth 
amendment. 

2d.  Beaobed,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  all  that 
part  of  the  tliird  amendment,  after  the  word  **  expenses," 
ID  the  fint  line,  and  tliat  the  same  be  modified  in  such 
manner  as  to  read  as  follows :  "  For  defhiying  the  ex- 
penses incidental  to  making  examinations,  under  the  act 
of  30th  April,  1824,  430,000,  provided  that  this  appro- 
priation shall  not  be  construed  into  a  lefpslative  sanction 
of  any  examinations  or  surveys  which  shall  not  be  deemed 
of  national  importance,  and  within  the  provisions  of  the 
afimaudMit  <rf'30th  April,  1834." 

On  motion  trf'Mr.  COBB,  the  question  was  divided  so 
as  to  be  taken  on  the  resolutions  separately. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  I  which  was  rejected. 

The  questicui  then  occurring  on  the  second  resolution, 
It  was  VMcd  to  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bouligny, 
Branch,  Chamber^  Chaae,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Harruon, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Kane, 
King,  HcKinley,  HcLane,  Noble,  Kdgely,  Hobbins, 
.  Rowan,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C. 
TaieweU,  Wflley.—ir. 

NAYS.— Meurs.  Bateman,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Foot, 
Hayne,  Smith,  of  Md,  Macon,  Partis,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
White,  Woodbuiy.— 12. 

TavasDAT,  Mat  1^  ISS8. 

PRESIDENT  PRO  TEMPORE. 
The  Secrctaiy  hanng  given  notice  of  the  absence  of 
the  Vice  President  fh)m  the  Chair,  the  Senate  proceed- 
*a  to  Itie  election  of  a  President  pro  tern,  i  and  a  ballot 


having  been  taken,  Mr.  Maoov  waa  deekred  to  have  been 

elected. 

Mr.  MACON  rose,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  Senate 
for  the  honor  conferred  on  him  {  but  wiriwd  to  decline* 
serving. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  moved  that  Mr.  Hacow  he  ex* 
cased  from  serving  as  President  pro  tem.  This  noUon 
having  been  agreed  to,  nem  con.,  another  ballot  was  ta- 
ken, and  the  vote  stood  as  foHows  : 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -  26 
Hamsisoit,  ....  13 
Scattering,      ....        5  ' 

So  Mr.  SxiTB.  of  Maiyland,  was  duly  elected  t  «n^ 
having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair,  by  Messrs.  Maeox 
and  Habmsov,  brieflr  addressed  the  Senate  ;  making  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  confidence  which  had  -been  re- 
posed in  him,  and  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and 
which  had  been  entirely  unexpected  on  b»  part.  It  waa 
so  long  since  he  had  occupied  the  Chair,  that  bis  know- 
ledge of  the  rules  of  order  were,  perhaps,  less  perfect 
than,  from  the  lengUi  of  his  sendee  in  Congreas,  might 
be  supposed,  and  he  might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  for. 
beanince  ofhis  feUow-Scnaton  t  but  be  could  assure  them 
that  he  should  disdurge  tbe  duty  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity 
and  impartiality. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  authorize  the  Corporations 
of  Waahington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  to  subscribe 
for  stock  in  tlie  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  was  read, 
and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading, 
it  was  decided  in  tbe  negative,  12  to  13. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  lo  abolidi  tbe  office  of 
Major  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States^  waa  rcM^ 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ROWAN  moved  the  reconsideration  uT  the  vote  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  Corptm- 
tions  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alenndria,  to  sub- 
scribe for  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  advocated  the  motion  to  reconuder, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  would  go  toacummittee. 

Mr.  EATON  explained  the  bill,  and  said  that  the  pro- 
perly of  the  corporations  itood  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  subscriptions, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed,  that  Ail  bill  vouU  be  im- 
portant or  not,  according  to  the  deetuon  of  tlie  Senate 
on  another  bill,  which  would  probably  soon  come  bdbre 
them.  If  that  bill  should  pass,  this  bill  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  *.o  enable  the  company  to  go  on.  The 
object  of  tliat  bill  could  not  be  carried  into  ^ect  without 
this.  He  presumed  that  no  friend  of  the  measure  woold 
ask  the  Senato  to  act  on  this  bill,  should  the  other  be  re- 
jected. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  they  would  not  strike 
a  fatal  blow  to  the  measure,  by  staying  this  bill  here. 

Mr.  McLANE  exprened  himself  in  bvor  of  the  recon- 
sideration, although  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  vote 
fur  the  main  bill. 

Mr.  NOBLE  considered  it  peculiarly  hard,  that  Con- 
gress could  nut  let  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
crawl  out  of  their  nut.shell,  or  enjoy  any  of  the  benefits 
ot  internal  improvement,  in  common  with  otlier  parts  of 
the  cmintry.  He  was  in  fovor  of  giving  to  the  people  ot 
this  district,  the  benefits  of  the  system,  and  thought  they 
ought  not  to  be  bound  down,  while  Congress  waa  called 
the  local  Legislature.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  reconsider 
would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
•ommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

FmBAT,  Mat  16, 1838. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  f(H>  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act  to  enable 
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oUimants  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  t  and,  after  having 
been  disctlflM^d  at  len^b,  by  Messrs.  BKKRIGN,  VAN 
BUUEN,  BENTONi  BARTON,  and  MACON,  ttir  ques- 
tion oeeumd  on  enffroning  the  bill ;  and  being  taken  by 
yvu  and  nayi^  VM  decided  in  the  negative. 

BREVET  BANE. 

Tbe  bin  to  aboCsb  Brevet  rank  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  WEBSTER  cxpreMcd  a  desire  to  hear  the  reasons 
for  this  measure. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied,  and  read  a  report  upon  the 
wbject.  The  nunber  or  Breveted  OfBeera  in  our  Army 
WM  very  grea^  so  much  so,  that  tlie  •yatemnraa  eon 
flidered  an  evil  by  the  officers  themselves.  The  bill 
would  have  no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or 
on  those  who  were  now  entitled  tn  Brevets.  He  observ- 
ed that  the  task  which  bad  been  imposed  on  him  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  been  a 
▼eiy  disagreeable  one  t  as.  take  whatever  course  they 
mttlit,  it  was  nut  supposed  that  they  could  give  entire 
aattsfsction. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  the  subject  was  new  to 
him  I  and  he  thought  it  required  consideration.  As  he 
underrtood  the  gentleman,  the  bill  had  the  sume  effect 
on  those  who  hadaerved  ten  years,  as  on  those  who  were 
entitled  to  a  Brevet  for  the  gallantty  of  tbeir  exploits. 
B*  saw  the  difficulty  of  tb«  subject  which  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  might  be 
that  those  who  were  already  Breveted  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  system  should  be  done  away.  But  what  do  those 
under  them  say  i  Tliia  wanted  inquiry.  He  hoped,  un- 
less the  gentleman  from  Oliio  saw  a  prospect,  which  he, 
(Mr.  WsasTBB,)  did  not  see,  that  this  bill  will  pass  into 
a  faiv  tbia  year,  that  he  would  allow  it  to  lay  over.  He 
then  morea  to  by  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it. 
On  the  request  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  who  eipressed  p 
wilUngness  to  lay  the  bill  on  tiie  tabic,  as  another  bill 
was  in  a  measure  connected  with  it,  which  he  should 
have  called  up  this  niurrung,  but  from  an  error,  no  print- 
ed copy  being  on  the  table.  [Mr.  H.  was  understiKxi  to 
allude  tu  the  bill  from  tbe  other  House,  to  abolMi  tbe 
office  of  Maj(v  General  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States] 

Mr.  CHANDLER  remarked,  that  the  present  bill 
would  not  touch  those  officers  who  were  entitled  to 
Brevet  rank  for  actions  in  the  field.  He  hoped,  if  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  called  up  to-mor- 
row*  as  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  present  s}-stero 
WM  accumulating  every  year  j  and  as  a  short  time  onl^ 
would  be  taken  up  in  considering  the  bill,  he  thought  it 
might  be  acted  upon  this  year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  renewed  his  motkm,  and  tbe  bill 
wu  laid  ou  tbe  table. 


Satitbdat,  Hat  17,  1838. 
Tbe  3cnate  was  occupied  the  best  part  of  this  day's 
atling  in  discussing  a  bill  in  alteration  of  the  act  estab- 
lishing a  Sinking  Fundi  wbidi  was  finally  lud  upon  the 
tdile,  lor  want  of  time,  during  the  sesnon,  to  give  to  its 
proviMQiM  m  proper  oonndenttan. 

MoBSAT,  Ma>  19,  1838. 
BEVOLUTIONARV  PENSIONERS. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  reHef  of  sun- 
dry Revolutionary  Officers  and  8ol(tien*  and  Widows, 
was  read  {  and,  on  the  question  of  readuig  n  second 
time — 

Mr.  NOBLE  objected  to  the  second  reading,  and  con- 
aequent  reference  to.  the  PenHon  Committee,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  not  time  to  exaainethe  variom 
claims  comprised  in  tbe  bill,  prerious  to  aext  Hondi^ 


night.  The  House  had  sent  this  bill  at  a  late  period. 
It  was  true  they  had  been  employed  in  other  thin^  He 
did  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  whether  their  time 
bad  been  well  employed  or  not.  But  now  they  came 
out  with  love  and  chari^  overflowing.  At  tins  lata 
hour  they  hurry  through  this  bill  t  and  every  man  who 
has  ever  been  where  a  gun  was  fired,  is  put  on  the  pen- 
sion list.  He  had  been  last  year  accused  of  sUgliting 
these  claims.  It  went  forth  in  the  newspapers,  which 
charged  him  of  abusing  the  officers  of  the  Revolution. 
The  charge  waa  unjust.  He  only  wished  to  do  his  du* 
(y  understandingly,  and,  if  it  took  six  months  fx  tbe 
other  House  to  mature  their  opinions,  how  could  it  be 
vuppoMd  thftt  ih«  Senftt*  could  do  it  in  six  days  *  Tbe 
Committee  on  Pensions  did  not  wish  to  slick  thdr  fin- 
gerS  into  the  Treasury  at  hap-hazard ;  which  they  must 
do,  if  they  acted  upon  tliis  bill  this  ses«on  :  for  it  was 
impossible  to  go  through  with  the  examination. 
Cherefore,  moved  that  it  lay  on  the  table  t  but  witbdrev 
his  motion  on  tbe  suggestion  of 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  sud  he  did  not  wisb  this  claim 
passed  over  without  some  reason  being  as«gned.  He 
thought  it  better  to  let  it  have  a  reference,  and  after- 
wan^  if  the  committee  found  difficulty  in  investigating 
the  ai^ject,  it  could  then  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB  Hid,  tbe  comnuttee  knew  now,  as  well  m 
they  could  hereafter,  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to 
examine  thia  bill  during  the  present  session.  The  cases 
comprised  in  it  were  ul  peculiar,  being  those  of  indivi- 
duals who  coul<l  not  be  placed  on  the  pen&iwn  list,  un- 
der the  pension  law.  And  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
committee  satis&ctorily  to  investigate  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  cases,  before  the  day  of  adiouminent,  em  if 
they  should  tit  during  the  uttings  of  toe  Senate. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  would  regret  that  the  bill  dmuld 
be  laid  on  the  ubie.  It  provided  for  individtuls  who 
were  poor;  and  many  ol  tiiem \vould,  probably,  never 
have  an  opportunity  of  again  applying  for  the  benefit  of 
this  bill.  He  should  regret  that  their  claims  diould  not 
be  examined  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  that,  to  show  that  the  committee 
were  not  unwilling  to  do  their  duty,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that,  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
which  seemed  to  be  apprehended,  the  committee  might 
report  on  those  claims  against  which  there  was  no  ol^ee- 
tion,  and  those  mi^ht  be  acted  vn  i  which  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  postponmg  the  whole. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  aecond  Gme  by  Us  titles  and 
referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Pennons. 


ToBSSAT,  Mat  30, 1838. 
NAVY  YARD  BETWEEN  CAPE  HATTERAS  AND 
PLORIUA. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday*  firom 
tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Afiur%  was  Uken  up  for  con- 
sideration, vix: 

**Jiem>hed,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  report  to  Congress,  at  their  next  Session,  whether  the 
establishment  of  a  Navy  Yard,  for  the  construction  and 
repair  of  vessels  of  w:ir,  or  a  Depot  for  the  collection  of 
ship  timber,  at  some  point  on  the  coast  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Florida,  would  be  advantageoiu  to  tbe  public 
•erncei  And  that  he  do  also  report  to  the  Senate  all  the 
informaUon  in  possesmon  of  the  Department,  showing  tbe 
fiicilitiea  afforded  for  such  an  establishment  by  Charleston 
and  Beaufort,  (South  Carobna,)andSAvannah,BrunBwielt^ 
and  St.  Mary's,  (Geoigia,)  tt^ether  with  tbe  expenae  of 
creating  the  same." 

Mr.  UAYNB  said,  that,  upwards  of  four  vears  ^  he 
had  oslled  the  attention  of  die  Senaie  to  the  «d>j«»  of 
the  establishment  oraNa^YardatChukilon,in  South 
Caronna.   He  bdiered  then,  and  had  ut  cftHysd  hia 
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iDpinion  since,  that  such  estgblUhmenl  would  t>e  ex- 
tremely convenient  to  the  Navy,  especinily  to  that  por- 
tion Of  it  which  was  employed  on  the  West  Indi»  station 
— genetulty  composed  u  aloups  of  war  and  schooners. 
To^these  vessels,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  fpKut  conve- 
nience to  have  a  Navy  Yard  at  some  point  between 
Cape  H&tlerss  and  Florida  Cupe,  to  which  they  could 
resort,  nut  only  for  naval  stores,  but  for  necessary  re- 
pairs. Mr.  U.  said,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  efficiency 
of  our  squadron,  on  the  West  India  alations,  and  true  eco- 
nomy, toot  would  be  promoted  by  snch  an  establishment. 
Ue  was  Ulcewise  well  satisfied  thai,  from  the  superior 
quality  and  greater  cheapness  of  timber,  and  fiom  other 
advantages,  the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  advan. 
ced,  by  building  vessels  of  an  inferior  class  at  some  con- 
venient point  on  the  Southern  coast.  Influenced  by  these 
considerations,  and  believing,  moreover,  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  a  portion  of  the  immense  revenue  collecteo 
at  the  South  should,  if  possible,  be  expended  there,  on 
ofajecU  of  national  importance,  he  felt  it  to  be  liis  duty  to 
submit  the  resolution  of  which  he  Ikad  spoken,  very  soon 
afUr  he  become  a  member  of  the  Senate.  But,  tiiough 
lie  had  not  lost  sif  ht  of  the  object  for  one  moment  since, 
and  had  always  improved  every  opportunity  to  urge  it, 
be  bad  never  yet  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  point,  at  which 
lie  could  obtain  even  a  decision  on  the  subject.  He  knew, 
of  coutse,  when  he  first  undertook  to  move  in  the  busi- 
ness, that  Congress  would  not  act  without  an  inquiry  by 
the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  nor  without  a  report 
from  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pediency of  this  measure. 

His  first  step,  therefore,  was  to  institute  such  an  ia- 
quirjr.    The  committee  would  not  act  without  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Department,  and  the  Department  would  not 
act  without  a  survey  and  examination.    All,  therefiire, 
that  he  could  accomplish,  (and  that  was  not  easily  ef- 
fected) was  the  passage  of  a  law  directing  a  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  or  ascertaining  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  establisliiDg a  Navy  Yard 
there.   It  w«a  nnurly  two  yeim  before  the  sarvey  directed 
by  that  act  was  completed,  and  the  report  subniitted  to 
Congress.  At  this  stage  of  the  business,  said  Hr.'H. ,  and  at 
the  veiy  moment  tliat  1  indulged  the  hope  that  I  should  at 
length  oblun  a  decision  on  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting 
to  my  constituents,  the  claims  of  our  sister  city.  Savannah, 
were  interpoacdi  and  the  question  was  preseDted,whether 
Savamiah  or  Chariestoh  i}M  best  adapted  to  the  purpose 
ofaNavalestablisbmentf  '  The  clums of  Beaufbrt, Bruns- 
wick, and  St.  Mary's,  were  also,  soon  afler,  interposed, 
and  new  surveys  were  ordered-    Tliough  most  of  these 
surveys  have  been  completed,  the  Senate  has  not,  to  this 
bouq  been  iqrnished  with  the  results  of  the  wlmle.  In 
the  mean  time,  a  second  petition  has  been  presented  from 
(be  city  of  Savannah,  and  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afliurs, 
finding  thetnselres  MiU  wiUiout  the  information  necessary 
for  a  nnal  'decision  on  the  subject,  have  directed  me  to 
submit  the  resolution  which  has  just  been  read.    Mr.  It. 
said,  tliat  he  would,  in  conclusion,  only  remark,  that  all 
that  he  desired,  or  could  ask,  was,  that  the  proper  de- 
partment of  the  Government  should  (as  soon  as  the  re- 
ports were  all  made)  candidly  consider,  and  finally  decide, 
whether,  on  account  of  any,  or  all,  of  tlie  considerations 
he  had  stated  it  was  not  just  and  proper  titat  a  Navy  Yard, 
or  depot,  for  supplies,  should  be  established  at  one  of  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  resolution  i  and,  should  that  be 
de<uded  on,  he  would  be  perfectly  willing  that  the  claims 
of  Charie^op  should  be  compared  with  those  of  Savan- 
nah, St.  Mary's,  Brunswick,  and  Bvaufort,  and  tliat  an 
inqMTtial  decision  should  be  made  among  them, 
rcfc^wtioa  was  then  agreed  te. 
CUE8APBAKB  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
Mr.  HQKDmCliLa  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act,  eatitlea  *'  Au  act  conOrming  an  act 


of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  incorporating  the  Chesa- 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company and  an  act  of  ttie 
State  of  Maryland,  for  the  same  purpose  :  the'object  of 
which  having  been  explained  by  him,  he  asked  the  yeat* 
and  nays. 

On  this  motion  considerable  debale  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  UlCKKftSON.  FOOT,  llAYNE,  and 
SMITH,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  it  t  Measn.kWEB- 
STEK  and  McLANE  denred  that  it  should  be  taken  np 
to-morrow  i  and  MesR«.  HARRISON,  HEHDRICEB, 
and  NOBLE,  advocated  the  present  conaidera^n  of  tfa* 
bill. 

The  question  being  then  put  OO  eonsideringh  it  WM 
agreed  to*,  as  follows  t 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateraan,  Bouligny^ 
Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harnson,  Hendricka,  Johnson^ 
of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  qf  Louisiana,  Kane,  McKmle)^ 
Marks,  Noble,  Hidgely,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymeuri 
SiUbee,  Smid),  of  Maryland,  Tazewel),  Thomas,  Tylen 
Webster,  WiHey.— 26. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickcrson,  Ellis,  Foot,  H^yne,  King,  McLanet 
Macon,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  South  OaroUna, 
Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodhury.— 30. 

Some  documents  were  then  read,  on  motion  of  Mh 
HENDRICKS,  explanatory  of  the  act. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  some  explanations  i  when,  the 
question  being  taken  on  ordering  toe  bill  to  a  tMrd  read- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  it  wu  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  toav 
fhorize  the  subscription  to  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company  t  on  whidi  he  asked  the  yeai  and 
nays. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  Senate  go  into  Exectitiva 
business  ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  South  Carohna,  rose  to  speak  upon  a 
question  of  order.  The  bill  which  had  been  already  or^ 
dered  to'  a  third  reading  had  not  been  passed,  and  he 
thought  it  improper  to  consider  the  question  of  subsertbi- 
ing  tu  stock  in  a  company  before  its  charter  was  granted^ 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  would  merely  correct  a  mh- 
take  in  facts,  which  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina 
had  fallen  into.  ,  The  charter  had  been  grai)ted  a  fori 
mer  Congress,  and  the  bill  whicli  had  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  only  provided  for  its  modification  in  certain 
particulars. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  it  waa  deotded  In  tha 

affirmative. 

Mr.  HENDllICKS,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that  this  was  not  a 
Western  measure.  Not  one  dollar  would  be  expended 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountuns.  So  far  from  tliis  be- 
ing the  case,  by  the  express  lai^age  of  the  biH,  the 
canal  wa3  to  terminate  at  Cumberland.  This  being  the 
fact,  it  was  not  fair  to  argue  that  they  were  presni^ 
Western  measures,  in  preference  to  otiiers,  upon  the 
notice  of  Congress.  He  did  not,  however,  ibink,  as 
others  did,  a  long  series  of  years  would  elapse  before  it 
would  pass  the  Alleehaniei.  Ue  believed  that,  in  a  few 
years,  the  stock  of  the  company  would  become  as  valu- 
able as  tliat  of  the  Erie  Can^l,  and  that  ii  would  be  sup- 
ported by  iubKH^ptton*  fh>ni  evety  quarter.  It  had  been 
assumed  that  tin  measure  was  commenced  by  Congress. 
This  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  emanated  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  which  passed  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  company  in  1824.  Since  that  period  other  confirm- 
atory acts  had  been  passed.  Mr.  H.  here  detailed  the 
various  acts  in  relation  to  the  object  under  consideration. 
He  then  gave  a  sucdnct  history  of  the  various  surveys,  and 
their  results,  which  were  lughly  favorable  to  the  project- 
He  referred  to  tlie  result  of  the  Brie  and  Cham^atn  ca* 
nala  i  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  tiie  stock  in  the  CkC' 
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HjMCke  and  (Nilo  Canal  wirald  becom*  a*  VftUitf)l«  ai  In 
tmie  works.  He  comidered  it  hiffhly  imnorUnt,  u  form- 
ing  a  bond  of  union  between  the  Gut  and  the  West  He 
i<ud  seTCMl  documents  to  thcyr  the  nature  of  the  work 
on  the  difTerent  sections,  and  the  practicabintj  of  stir- 
Mounting  a))  the  difflcultiei  wMch  Die  Ace  <rf  the  coun- 
try presented.  Thr  means  fbr  eanyiny  tbe  oanal  suc- 
ceasfiilly  into  operation  were  wl0iin  the  reach  ef  the  com- 
IMny,  W  the  asMstancc  on  the  part  of  Government,  pro- 
Tided  for  hy  tWs  bill>  should  be  ^nted.  The  subscrip- 
tions in  lb«  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  three  Cfn^ora- 
tiona  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria^  and 
of  tho  State  of  ftterylsnd,  arnobnted  to  about  three  mil- 
lions, while  the  larweat  estimate  of  Ibe  expense  of  the 
canal  to  Cumbettand  was  only  about  fbur  millions.  Vir- 
gima  had  not  yet  subscribed,  nor  had  Peni^lvania  ;  and 
the  former  was  deeply  interested  In  the  completion  of 
the  work.  The  subsoripliona  which  he  had  mentioned 
were  entirely  contingent,  and  depended  upon  the  passage 
of  this  biH.  Tht  importance  of  its  passage  at  this  time 
was  vei^greatt  aa,  Iftbis  simion  was  allowed  to  pass  by, 
tbo  spint  which  had  operated  to  obtain  the  subscriptions 
which  had  been  already  made,  would  have  abated,  and 
the  work  would  conHequenlly  be  d^ctmraged  and  delay- 
ed.  The  canal  was  to  pass  through  a.oountry  abounding 
in  valuable  products,  and  would  be  of  vast  utility  to  one 
of  the  rieheat  portions  of  the  Union  ;  and,  from  the  view 
lie  had  taken  of  the  subject,  he  was  of  opinion  that,  large 
M  the  (Kridends  Of  the  New  York  canaw  were,  those  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  after  having  been  as 
long  in  operation,  would  be  still  gKater.  A«  a  means  of 
uniting  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  East  and  the 
West,  he  consrdered  it  far  more  important  than  all  the 
milBoos  which  could  possibly  be  expended  in  its  construe^ 
tion. 

Mr.  MACON  observed  that  he  had  but  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  aidiject.  He  had  said,  some  time  nnee,  that 
the  Constitution  was  dead  and  gone,  and  he  should  not 
speak  of  the  constitutienarrty  trf  the  measure.  He  should 
wso  say  nothing  of  its  effect  upon  the  public  debt,  be- 
cause a  public  debt  was  now  considered  a  public  bless- 
ing. He  looked  upon  ttiis  bill  in  the  light  of  a  partner- 
ship to  be  entered  into  by  the  Government  witii  a  num- 
ber of  bkdivtdaah )  aad,  said  Mr.  M.,  before  I  enter  into 
partnership  with  a  man,  I  should  like  to  know  who  he  is, 
«nd  what  IS  his  ftanding.  I  should  ask,  beforehand,  is 
he  able  ?  is  he  good  at  the  Bank  i  is  hts  reputation  fitir  > 
But  Congress  was  about  to  go  into  tbu  partnership  with- 
ovt  knowing  who  they  are  to  be  connected  with.  He 
thooi^t  the  corporations  of  the  District  of  Cohimbia 
were  new  sufficiently  taxed  irithout  going  int*  ftrther 
embarrassments.  But  tiie  Government  would  have  to 
bear  the  burthen,  as  in  the  case  <rf  the  Cumberhind  Road, 
tfae  expense  on  which  would  last  as  long  as  the  Goveni- 
Hient  tlself.  He  had  offeied  a  resoluUon,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  sesdon,  on  the  subject  of  that  road,  but  it  had 
never  been  reported  on.  He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
Cumberland  Rofcd  altogether.  But  it  was  said  tliat  the 
work  could  not  go  on  unless  Congress  subscribed  the 
million)  so  that  it  appeared  that  the  whole  depends  on 
getting  the  United  States  by  the  band.  Tliey  had  but  a 
l«w  days  since  passed  a  most  enormous  tariff",  which  must 
hmve'some  effect  on  the  revenue — to  what  extent  he  did 
not  know]  but,  at  any  nte,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  the  time 
fiir  entering  into  other  grand  projects.  As  to  the  canal 
■took  in  tfae  SUte  of  New  York,  lie  thought  it  belonged 
to  the  Stat^  and  that  there  was  no  stockholder^  which 
made  quite  a  Cerent  case  from  this.  Re  knew  no 
other  con«deration  on  which  it  could  be  nipported,  but 
the  design  to  keep  up  the  pnblic  debt  forever.  That 
appeared  to  be  the  object.  There  were  many  reasons 
(igainst  the  project  j  but  he  would  only  mention  Penn- 
•yh'aota  was  about  to  make  another  canal ;  Baltimore  was 


about  making  a  raitroad  which  would  aSBeeX  the  Mqier 
section  of  country  through  which  this  canal  was  to  pass  i 
so  that  they  would  interfere  with  the  sabscriptioits  t» 
stock  in  this  company,  and  it  would  be  a  loug  time  b«- 
fiore  subscriptions  by  private,  individuals,  to  angr  great 
amount,  would  be  nuide. 

He  did  not  believe  in  aitificial  regulations  to  bind  to- 
gether the  (Uffiirent  sections  of  the  country.  Tbey  must 
be  bound  together  by  lore.  A  dunble  public  opinbn 
cannot  be  bought.  The  moment  you  ceaee  dealinr  out 
the  price  for  thia  seatimeut,  ttstops.  Good  wiH  and  a  fel- 
low feeling  must  do  it  He  was  sorry  to  perceive  that 
those  whe  formerly  voted  with  turn,  and  who  were  ablv 
to  discuss  the  subject,  bad,  in  tiiia  imtancc,  lAandoned 
their  ground.  He  would  trouble  the  Sentte  no  further* 
and  would  now  take  his  leave  <^  it. 

Borne  convemtion  here  took  place  between  Mmh*. 
CHANDLER,  HENDRICK9,  and  CHAMBERS,  in  re- 
^rd  to  the  documents  relative  to  the  btU,  whiob  Mr, 
HENDRICKS  observed  were  very  long,  uid  thu  their 
reading  would  consume  much  time. 

Furuiet  discussion  took  place,  in  whicb  Messrs.  CHAM- 
BERS, COBB,  and  EATON  parOcipated,  at  cunsiderv 
ble  length. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  suggested  that  the  bill  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  morning,  ought  to 
be  passed  before  that  now  under  consideration  was  acted 
upon.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  this  bill  upon  the 
Uble,  in  order  that  the  other  might  be  taken  up,  but 
withdrew  it  in  fkvor  of 

'Mr.  KANE,  who  opposed  the  motion,  and  was  follow- 
ed on  the  same  side  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS,  RUGGLES, 
and  NOBLE. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  then  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  i  and  the  question  having  been  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  first 
section,  seventeenth  line,  by  striking  out  "  half,*'  so'ss 
to  make  it  necessary  for  the  stockholders  of  the  company 
to  pay  in  the  whole  of  their  asBessmeiitB  before  the  Go- 
vernment shall  be  required  to  advance  its  aaaessments. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  EATON,  WEB. 
STEU,  and  NOBLE  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  COBB 
and  BERRIEN,  who  auggeated  a  modification,  whicli  was 
accepted  by  Mr.  COBB,  so  as  to  make  it  requisite  forthe 
stockholders  to  pay  the  whole  of  their  assessments,  ex- 
cept those  whose  stock  shall  luve  been  fbrfeited  for  non- 
pay  me  nt. 

Mr.  KANE  opposed  the  amendment  as  modified,  as  also 
did  Mr.  BENTON. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  CH  AM- 
BERS and  COBB,  when  Mr.  SMITH,  (tf  South  Carolina, 
moved  an  adjournment. 

WSSSIDBDAT,  Hav  31,  1S2S. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  act  of  the  LegiMlatiire  of  VirKiniu, 
incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
and  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  was  read  a  third 

time  and  passed. 

KKTRENCHMENT  REPORTS. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  tl-.at  3000  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  committee  of  the  other  House  on  Retrenchment, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  it  was  now  late  in  the  session,  and 
iftudered  to  be  printed,  these  documents  would  not 
come  to  the  members  before  their  franking  privilege  was 
over.  It  had  been  so  last  j  ear.  He  had  received  several 
documents  after  his  franking  privilege  was  at  an  end,  and 
he  could  not  send  them  to  those  individuals  to  whom 
they  would  have  been  useful,  widiout  their  beinr  at  thtt 
expense  of  postage,  or  paving  it  himself.   He  Uiought 
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tbe  number  moved  wm  too  lu^f  Mid  be  would  move  to 
iiwert  1,500,  inateid  of  3>000. 

Mr.  BENTON  Slid,  that,  m  long  'time  mnce,  he  had 
thought, '  that,  without  any  regard  to  persona,  the  two 
Houses  ought  (o  have  their  separate  pruiters,  and  his  rea- 
son for  so  thinking  was,  that  one  printer  could  not  execute 
the  work  for  both  Houses  with  the  speed  that  was  requir- 
ed. As  an  illustration  of  tltis  &ct,  he  would  remark,  that 
the  Commerdal  Report,  bein;  a  statement  ^  the  ton  • 
nage,  &c.  of  the  country,  had  not  fbrmeriy  been  printed 
until  after  the  rising  of  Congress.  But  this  year,  it  had 
already  been  printed  several  days,  llie  consequence  of 
there  being  twp  printers  was,  therefore,  advanUgeous, 
.  so  far,  as  ine  promptness  with  which  the  work  was  done 
was  much  increased.  *  The  documents  which  were  now 
under  consideration  could,  therefor^  be  printed  before 
Senators  went  away,  or  would  felloir  soon  after  them. 
I'heee  reports  would,  he  beliered,  prove  acceptable  to 
their  constituents,  as  the  subject  was  one  of  great  interest 
to  the  American  People.  I'hey  also  had  the  peculiar  mer- 
it of  presenting  both  aides  of  the  question  pro  and  con. 
The  motion  to  print  3,000  was  then  agreed  to,  on  a  di* 
viuon,23  to  21. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then  taken 
up,  being  the  bill  to  authorize  the  aubscriptiun  to  stock 
in  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  ( tbe  amendoient  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  COBB  on  yesterday,  stilt  pending. 

Mr.  C  HAMBERS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  {  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  remarked,  that,  in  his  opinion,  if 
the  amendment  passed,  it  would  operate  aa  a  serious  injury 
to  the  measure,  as  it  would  have  the  effect  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  the  million  tjbscribed  by  the  Government, 
until  all  the  insUlments  of  the  other  stockholders  were 
paid  in. 

•Mr.  COBB  said,  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  destroy 
the  bill,  but  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  tbe  (iovernment. 
They  were  going  into  adoubtful  scheme.  He  would  ask< 
attention  to  tbe  aubscriptious  for  stock  in  this  District. 
The  amount  was  small — was  contemptible — while  not 
one  single  dollar  was  subscribed  in  Pennn'lvania,  nothing 
in  Virgniia,  nor  in  Ohio — for  the  benefit  of  which  this 
work  wasto  be  done — after  all.  The  wholesubscription 
was  in  the  District  of  Columbia  :  and  he  believed  that 
lliey  were  made  for  tlie  purpose  of  being  lorfcited.  He 
drew  this  inference  from  the  subscriptions  theoiaeivea. 
They  presented  but  a  beg[garly  account  (  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  examine  ibem,  u  would  be  found  that  tbe  men 
of  known  capital  snd  prudence  were  not  among  the  sub- 
scribers. And  he  did  not  doubt,  that,  when  tBe  United 
Slates  should  come  forward,  they  would  immediately  be 
forfeited,  the  obj*-ct  having  th«-ii  been  gained.  Another 
circumstunce  had  be^n  brought  to  bis  notice,  this  morn- 
ing, which  he  thouj^ht  of  great  importance.  When  they 
Iixiked  at  the  act  of  >laryUnd,  it  ia  stipulated  that  the 
million  stiall  first  be  paid  by  the  Unttcu  Slates,  before 
her  subscriptions  are  to  be  considered  binding.  The  act 
p.tssed  also  by  thu  State  of  Pennsylvania  provided  that 
(he  whole  of  its  subscriptions  should  be  expended  within 
the  limits  of  the  State.  If  this  was  not  done,  the  act  was 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  to  prove  of  no  efTect.  Ought  not 
thcEC 'circumstances  to  make  the  Senate  cautious  in  acting 
upon  this  matter     He  bad  read  tlie  act  tbia  mornings 

■  'rtwnpeditionbrrei)M>|(raorbrMr.  BENTOK,  ii  atuitmuble 
los  cause  luiail}'  diffvivut  IWira  ihat  to  which  hcrefi-nit,  via.  Uieiii- 
Iiudnctian  (M  a  larp:  extwiuc)  of  poorer  prMtn  inutili«  oHee  of  the 
ifor  ihcHouKurheiirrKnuUvef.  OrUilafaet, 


Iru  wa*  igDoiant,  or  he  would  have  ttatcd  it. 


.  Mr.  B.  doubt 
In  contequenceorihib 


and  he  was  strongly  impressed  with  tbe  dmnction  that  it 
ought  to  lead  the  Senate  to  pause  and  eomider  well  tbe 
plan  tt>  wbid)  it  waa  griving  aid.    When  be  saw^  much 
caution  on  the  part  of  thoae  States,  and  such  doubt  ex- 
pressed by  the  conduct  of  the  People  of  the  District,  b« 
could  not  but  think  they  should  act  with  great  delibei»> 
tioii.   From  what  he  had  heard,  he  was  now  led  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  carry  tbe  canal  be- 
yond Cumberland.    If  so^  it  would  bare  to  compete  with 
the  operation  of  tbe  Rail  Road,  which  waa  about  to  be 
built  by  the  citixens  of  Baltimore,  which  would  cany  the 
produce  to  a  better  market.  That  Rail  Road  would  touch 
the  Potomac,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  supply  to  die  Peo- 
ple in  its  vicinity  all  the  advantagea  of  the  Canal.  Jt 
seemed  that  tbe^  were  plunging  in  tbiabuaineas  without 
tbe  least  reffection.  To  bim,  nowevert  it  did  not  aeem 
a  trival  matter.  And,  although  tbe  Senator  froro  Tennes> 
see,  in  bis  remarln  of  yesteraay,  spoke  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars very  lightly,  to  biro  [Mr.  C]  it  did  not  aeem  in  the 
same  light,  Thetimeaweretoohudinhis8tate,toallow 
bim  to  think  lightly  of  so  heavy  an  expenditure  as  this  btU 
propoaed.  He  thought  they  ought  to  pause,  convinced,  aa 
he  was  that  there  was  not  time  at  this  period  of  the  aeiaioa 
to  act  upon  It   This  bad  been  tbe  most  extravagmnt  ses- 
sion tiiat  he  ever  recollected,  and  it  would  be  aeen  that 
all  those  measuras'of  Internal  Improvement,  tbe  eaount 
of  which  had  been  ao  vast,  baa  their  direction  to  the 
Western  country.    So  mudi  so,  that  it  appeared  to  bin 
that  the  scuffle  had  been  to  see  which  party  diould  jret 
the  West.    Such,  be  tbaag^t,  had  been  too  generallv 
the  system  of  legislation  this  senion  t  and  be  did  not  thiok 
that  the  Repreaentatives  of  the  People  were  in  that  calm 
unbiassed  state  of  mind  which  was  re(]ui«te  to  sound  le|^ 
ialation.  Hetliereforetboughtthissubjectougbttobede* 
ferred,to  come  up  next  year,  when  it  cooU  be  more  fiil|)f 
understood. 

Mr.  HARRISON  said,  that  the  State  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent  aeemed  to  have  a  &tal  name.  The  very 
aound  of  Ohio  seemed  to  present  a  spectre  to  the  minds 
of  certain  gentlemen.  It  was  now  said  that  this  bill  was 
to  be  passed  for  Lhe  good  a!  Ohio.  He  had  yeatenlay 
said  that  Ohio  would  not  subscribe  for  it,  because .  not 
beneficial  to  her — nor  was  she,  in  anv  degree,  interested 
in  the  object.  It  wouM^  however,  be  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, as  well  aa  to  thia  District  These  latter  oonmleiatioiu 
actuated  him  in  aupporting  tbe  bill,  and  he  had  never 
.been  more  disinterested  in  his  support  of  any  meaauie. 
For,  as  he  had  said  yesterday,  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
canal  would  go  beyond  the  Mountains.  Tliis  waa  bower- 
er,  no  motive  with  bhn,  as,  if  it  went  only  to  Cumberland 
it  would  be  vastly  beneficial  to  tbia  District,  and.  the 
SiKtes  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Aa  to  the  subscriptiona, 
he  believed  that  it  Iiad  been  aided  by  some  of  the  first 
men  in  the  District,  as  be  perceived  that  Lord  Fairfax 
had  subscribed  50,000  dollars,  and  Judge  Waabingtoii 
fur  a  large  number  of  sharea.  Mr.  H.  hiul  been  toldC  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  tbe  People  of  his  State 
were  more  interested  in  this,  than  ui  any  other  measure 
lliat  had  for  a  long  time  been  before  Congress.  It  was 
certainly  not  an  Ohio  meaaure.  It  waa  not  tliought  of 
there,  because  they  were  not  interested  in  it  {  ao  liitl^ 
indeed,  that  hia  constituents,  probably,  would  not  know 
whether  he  voted  for  It  or  against  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  observed,  that  he  had  yesteiday, 
protested  against  this  bill  being  set  down  as  a  Western 
measure,  and  he  wished  now,  also,  to  declar^  that  this 
was  not,  BO  fiir  as  be  understood  it,  a  political  measure. 
If  no  subject  could  be  settled  upon  other  than  party  prin- 
ciples. Congress  had  much  better  go  home  than  remain 
here.  Mr.  H.  then  spoke  of  the  act  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  said  could  not  be  confirmed,  because  tlie  Board 
of  Directors  bad  not  been  formed.  There  bad  been  al> 
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read^,  two  ntillioni  oT  atock  mbscribed,  »ll  of  which  was 
<iontinfrent,  and  dependent  on  the  paauge  of  this  bill. 
Mr.  H.  Rwde  «  ftw  remarka  in  conclunon,  whidi  the  re- 
porter did  not  hear  distinctlj. 

Ifr.  DICKERSON  aeid,  that  he  thought  the  effect  of 
Am  bill  vat  not  understood.  The  friends  of  the  measure 
seemed  sanguine  of  carrying  it,  and  it  rai^t  be  that  they 
had  the  Totes  to  effect  it.  Still,  he  thought  it  not  satis- 
flurtorily  examined,  and  that  the  Senate  was  lejfiiUting  in 
the  dan.  For  this  reason,  he  wished  to  poatpone  thn 
subject  to  the  next  session.  He  was  of  opinion,  that,  if 
they  entered  into  partnership,  they  ou^t  to  know  who 
were  their  partners.  Tbe  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  contemplated  a  proper  secotity  to  the  Unit- 
*d  States.   It  was  true,  that  the  United  States  would  ap- 

Scrint  one-third  of  tlie  Directors  t  hut  there  would  be  two- 
lixds  elected  by  the  other  Stockholders,  against  the 
Goremment.  Congress  ought  to  be  unwilling  to  do  that, 
which  no  prudent  person  would  do.  We  would  not  en- 
ter into  connexlom^  without  knowhig  our  partners  :  neith> 
er  should  the  Govemroent.  He  would  ask  whether  the 
Senators  had  examined  the  Charter  I  He  had  not  done 
It  minutely,  but  he  had  found  one  thing  in  it  which  was 
worthy  of  notice.  It  appeared  that  all  the  Stock  was  not 
to  be  paid  in  money,  aa  there  was  a  provinon  that  it  might 
be  paid  in  the  Stock  of  the  Potomac  Company. 
tHr.  D.  read  a  passage  in  tbe  Charter.] 
Nearly  half  a  miUion  might  be  subscribed  in  this  Poto- 
mac  Slock.  He  supposed  that  the  Stock  was  somewhat 
under  par,  as,  in  looking  over  the  price-current,  he  did 
not  find  the  Potomac  Stock  noticed,  whereas,  in  the  Lon> 
dun  Market,  the  New  York  Canal  Stock  sokl  at  a  high 
rate.  It  had  been  intimated  to  biro ,  that  it  was  sellii^  for 
nothing— that  it  was  now  otterlr  worthless  :  but,  if  Con. 
Kress  passed  this  bill,  it  would  become  good  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  would  be  bought  up  to  be  made  available,  in 
paying  for  the  shares  in  this  Company.  T1i€re  ought  to 
hare  been  in  thb  Charter  a  prorisoi  that  tbe  Compaoy 
should  net  enter  into  any  banking  or  other  operations, 
foreign  to  the  object  of  its  iiKMvpotatien.  Siicha  proviso 
was  inserted  In  the  set  of  Pennsylvania,  and  experience 
had  proved  that  it  was  absolutely  necessaiy  to  insert  these 
negative  wwds,  to  prevent  the  perversion  of  tbe  stock  to 
banking  or  any  other  business.  But  it  appeared,  fHnn  the 
words  of  the  bill,  that  this  Company  was  to  make  its  divi- 
dend not  only  on  the  Stock  of  the  Canal,  but  on  other  re- 
sources What  could  these  other  resourees  be,  if  it  was  not 
designed  that  the  fbnds  should  be  empf<^ed  foroUier  pur^ 
poses  }  He  thought  the  amendment  of^the  gentleman  m>m 
Georgia  was  necessaiy  :  for,  he  was  not  willing  to  come  in 
with  this  million,  and  make  this  Potomac  Stock  valuable. 
Indeed,  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  tbe  provision  in  relation 
to  the  shares  of  the  Potomac  Company,  as,  by  it,  the  bill 
«u  rendered  s  hotch-potch,  not  easily  to  be  defined.  It 
appeared  that  Coi^freas  was  about  entering  into  «  specu- 
lation, from  which  others  were  to  reap  profit.  He  was  in 
no  way  opposed  to  tbe  interests  or  prosperity  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  He  voted,  last  year,  for  the  appropH- 
atioD  of  130,000  for  the  sufferers  at  Alexandria,  and  he 
feared  that  he  did  so  more  frvm  feeling  than  judgment. 
But,  if  Congress  was  to  do  any  thing  for  this  District,  he 
bad  rather  give  the  million  of  dollars  out  and  out,  than 
enter  into  a  speculation  of  this  Und,  full  of  doubu  and 
difficulties. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  rose  tt  correct  tbe  miscon- 
ceptions of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  would  say, 
emphatically,  that  the  law  uf  Pennsylvania  had  no  more 
to  do  with  this  act,  than  the  law  of  Tennessee.  As  to  tbe 
law  of  Pennnlvania,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  have 
no  eflTect,  unless  the  State  of  Haiyland  should  pass  a  eer* 
tain  fakv.  The  SUte  of  Maryland  never  paved  the  hw  i 
•o  that  tbe  law  of  Pennsylvania  was  a  dead  lettw.  The 
Uv  of  Maryluid  jmmded  that  the  Canal  should  go  no 


farther  than  the  Eastern  side  of  the  mountain.  The 
Eastern  section  was  first  to  be  constructed  out  of  the 
funds  raised  6y  this  Company.  That  act  had  been  ratified 
by  an  act  of  Congress.  The  law  of  Pennavlvania,  on  tbe 
contrary,  never  lias  been  ratified.  He  did  not  care  what 
words  were  introduced  into  the  bill,  it  could  not  be  more 
imperative  than  in  the  act  of  Maryland. 

While  he  was  on  the  floor,  he  would  make  one  remark, 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  fVomNew  Jersey.  He  thoujrtit 
that,  if  tbe  gentleman  would  examine  the  clause  in  the 
Charter,  wUch  he  had  read,  he  would  be  convinced  by 
tbe  very  passage. 

[Mr.  C.  here  gave  the  bistoiy  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany. 1 

If  tbe  Potomac  ^tock  were  to  be  always  as  it  was  now, 
he  would  agree  with  the  gentleman.  But,  when  it  be- 
comes valuable  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  it  is  a  matter 
of  value.  By  reference  to  the  charter,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  holders  of  Potomac  stock  could  put  in  their  stock 
and  tbe  debts  due  to  tbe  Compamy,  but  not  on  equal 
terms.  They  would  not  come  m  until  those  stockhold- 
ers who  bad  paid  their  money  should  have  received  ten 
per  cent.  { then,  those  who  hold  their  stock  under  these 
certificates,  may  come  in  and  receive  their  ux  per  cent. 
Mr.  C.  here  read  the  charter,  to  show  that  there  were 
three  grades  of  stockholders,  who  were  not  placed  on  the 
same  footing.  He  remarked,  that  the  State  of  Maryland 
was  debtor  to  those  individuals  who  purchased  this  stock, 
and  the  State  bad  never  lost  sight  of  a  design  to  make 
that  stock  in  some  way  valuable.  He  could  not  but  remark, 
that  the  gentleman  was  very  charilable  in  his  propoMtion 
to  give  the  million  of  dolhu^  out  and  out,  but  he  believ- 
ed ttiat,  if  Congress  were  indined  to  give  that  sum  to  the 
District,  they  could  do  it  in  no  way  more  acceptably  than 
by  giving  it  towards  this  object 

^Mr.  McLANE  observed,  that,  although  friendly  to  the 
bill,  he  had  doubts  in  reUtion  to  his  vote.  Whether  it 
were  better  (o  defer  tlie  bill  to  another  session,  or^  to  en- 
deavor to  modify  it  sn  as  to  make  it  acceptably  bad  seem- 
ed doubtful. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked,  that,  unless  the  bUI  pass- 
ed this  session,  it  would  be  unavailing. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  it  was  not  liis  intention  to  embar- 
rass the  bill.  He  would  only  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  the  pl^priety  of  stopping  here,  not  that  they  are 
to  struggle  n>r  the  system,  but  to  consider  the  amount 
already  expended  foi^mtemal  improvemenU  Uiis  year. 
The  amount  was  already  nearly  two  millions,  which  was  a 
laige  inmad  on  the  funds,  according  to  tbe  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  a  fnend  of  the 
system,  as  he  had  formerly  shewn,  but  he  was  of  opinion, 
that,  it  it  was  to  go  on  in  a  regular  and  efiident  manner. 
Congress  could  not  expend  more  than  a  million  and  a 
half  with  safety  and  mopriety.  But  especUlly  at  this 
time  an  eye  ought  to  be  bad  to  the  finances,  when  Con- 
gress had  just  passed  a  tariff  which  threatened  to  over- 
turn the  revenue.  He  had  made  these  remarks  to  ex- 
plain the  light  in  which  he  should  look  upon  this  bill, 
were  it  of  a  different  character— a  common  case  of  inter- 
nal improvement.  But,  on  this  measure,  he  felt  different- 
ly. I'his  District  is  ours,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  cherish  it. 
This  City  has  been  fixed  on  as  tlie  Seat  of  Government, 
and  as  such  it  ought  to  be  juded.  No  one  is  to  suppose 
that  we  are  to  keep  this  dty  in  a  ragged  state  {  that  it,  is 
to  be  stinted  in  its  growth  by  the  neglect  of  Congress,  or 
that  they  will  refuse  to  open  its  natural  resource^  and 
give  it  a  fair  share  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  i:i  fiivor  (said  Mr- 
McL.J  to  aid  in  providing,  while  the  Atlantic  cities  are  .. 
eiyoymg  the  profit  and  prosperity  which  fiow  from  in- 
ternal improvement,  for  the  development  of  tlie  natural 
advantwes  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  dcing  all 
that  embc  done  to  nuke  tbe  City  of  WisUi«ton  a  great 
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(dty.  lun  booMd  to  look  upon  it  m  the  pemwatnt  Seat 
of  tlie  Oener*!  aovenmtent,  nor  do  I  wish  it  otbenriie. 
I  wish  to  keep  it  here,  niid  1^  improviD{f  the  ci^  to  give 
iio  inducement  to  remove  it. 

Bot  lb*  tftetX  objecU  to  be  efiected  cannot  be  done 
without  auiiUnce  {  and  tbat  MmaUnce  CongreMou^t 
to  give.  He  did  not  enquire  inio  the  particulara  of  the 
coit,  or  the  resulta  of  thii  canal.  He  did  not  count  the 
hogiheada  of  tobaoco  fllit  would  be  floating  down  ita 
waters.  To  him,  it  waa  aufficient  to  know  that  the 
coontiy  into  the  heart  of  wluch  it  would  penetrate*  was 
a  great  empire  rich  in  natunl  products  and  fertility  ; 
and  that  its  tntde  had  been  coosidered  of  suffinent  im- 
portmce  to  induce  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  undertake 
the  comthictinn  of  a  rail  pcm  to  bring  it*  products  to 
that  «ty.  New  YcH-k;  in  advance,  hadanticipated  these 
remha,  and  had  already  in  opeiatioa  a  vast  canal.  The 
capital  of  the  country  ought  to  be  aUowed  to  share  in 
these  benefits.  These  were  the  motives  ou  which  he 
waa  in  favor  of  this  bill ;  not  that  he  was  willing  to  give 
a  miHkm  without  producing  a  heneScial  effect,  but  be- 
cause it  is  a  great  work,  and  one  which  interests  the 
wliole  country.  He  wished  to  take  It  up  coolly,  and 
would  not  detain  the  Senate  long  in  enmiining  the  objec- 
tions that  bad  been  made  to  the  bill.  It  waa  assuned, 
that  all  that  this  incorporation  wanted,  was  the  subscrip- 
tion of  a  million  of  dollars  by  Congrean.  It  was  said  that 
the  Pennsylvania  law  was  a  dead  letter.  He  did  not 
think  so.  it  was  true  that  the  eastern  section  would  go 
on  without  touching  Penn^lvania.  But  the  western 
section  comes  under  ner  law.  Now,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Company  may  say,  after  this  organization.  We  will 
not  advance  our  money,  unless  you  will  allow  us  to  do 
the  whole— the  westtm,  as  well  as  the  eastern,  section 
of  the  work.  And  then  tne  act  of  Pennsylvania  comes 
in.  It  is,  then,  no  longer  a  dead  letter.  And  thus  the 
operations  of  the  Company  might  be  suspended  by  the 
diiTereliceo  of  the  stockholders «  and,  should  it  be  ao, 
where  will  the  money  advanced  by  the  Government  t>e  } 
In  the  hands  of  the  Directors.  But  it  will  be  idle  and 
unproductive.  It  will  not  be  active  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Company.  Therefore,  to  obmte  tliis,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  insert  a  provision  to  cause  the  payment  of  the 
stock  taken  by  the  United  States  whenever  the  Company 
went  on  with  its  operations.  Ho  wa^  tliercfore,  iUkkm. 
ed  to  vote  agiunst  the  amendment  of  the  gentltfiman  fvom 
Georgia,  and  in  favor  of  a  proptbition  which  he  under- 
stood a  gentleman  from  Connecticut  intended  to  present. 
He  had  examined  the  subject,  and  was  friendly  to  lh« 
design  )  but,  as  a  public  man,  he  thought  it  liis  duty  to 
endeavor  to  provide  for  the  securi^  of  the  Government 
against  unfqKseen  contingencies. 

Mr.  HAKKS  said,  he  would  trouble  the  Senate  but 
with  a  ^ngle  remark.  Me  had  been  informed  that  ap- 
plication waa  made  last  year  to  the  t.egislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  remove  the  shackles  from  the  law  of  tliat 
State,  in  relation  to  tliis  object,  and  that  it  was  not  act- 
ed on.  The  law  was  framed  so  that  it  was  not  opera> 
live  until  the  canal  entered  the  State.  In  rriattnn  to 
the  application,  it  was  not  posnble  to  suy  wlwt  the  I.e. 
gislature  would  do,  for  it  was  not  possible  to  say  what 
we  would  do  ourselves  any  long  period  in  advance. 
But  he  believed  that  the  Legisluture  of  his  State  would 
be  induced  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  all  obstacles 
for  the  attainment  of  tliia  great  object.  He  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  as  giving 
an  undue  advanUge  to  the  United  States  over  the  oilier 
stockholders. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware had  referred  to  him,  lie  would  now  propose  an 
amendment  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  as  be  considered  that  it  would 
embrace  the  object  of  his  motion.   Mr.  F.  then  raored 


to  amend  tbe  Mil  by  inserting  in  the  8th  Une»  lat  aeor 
tion,  after  the  word"  or,"llm  words  *'Mid  paiit,by/'  sou 
to  read  :  "  and  [the  United  States]  to  pay  &i  the  same, 
at  siich  time,  and  in  such  proportions,  as  shaU  be  required 
of,  <and  paid  by.'  the  atockheldera  generally."  &c.  (tc. 

While  he  waa  up,  be  would  tdce  the  opportunity  to 
sty,  that  his  opinioas  upon  the  aul^ect  of  interaij  Im- 
provement bad  been  often  expieaamiU  *od  were  wwU 
known.  He  looked  on  this  as  a  different  ease.  A*  («• 
the  two  States  through  which  the  canal  waa.  to  run, 
their  assent  had  been  granted  already,  and  Congress  be- 
ing  the  local  LMisl^ure  of  the  District  of  Cidiimbia, 
there  appeared  to  um  no  objection  t*  the  bill  in  pro- 
per form. 

Mr.  DICKEaaON  asked  for  escplanatton,  »nd  fiut^ 
objected  to  the  bill,  tiiat  it  conuined  no  proTtpi.that  the 
stock  should  not  be  employed  in  banking  ahdother.ope- 

mtiona. 

Mr.  WEBST&X  said,  he  would  like  to  know  if  woh 
requiaitiona  were  usually  made.  He  mentioned  seve- 
ral companies  which  had  been,  bound  by  no  such  rei^o^ 
tions.  This  coroparry  held  its  right!  under  several  Go- 
vernments, which  might  be  consKiered  in  some  reapeeln 
rivals.  The  interests  of  these  several  Govemmenu  wn* 
necessary  to  be  consulted,  and  great  difficulty  mual 
have  been  experienced.  The  company  liad  overcome 
all  these  obstacles,  and  had  obtained  tbe  acquieseence 
nf  these  several  Powers,  and  now  they  want  the  assist- 
ance of  Congress.  But  it  seemed  not  sufficient  to  exa- 
mine the  laws :  not  sufficient  to  place  the  usual  goarda 
to  the  bill.  But  we  are  to  £ear  a  bank  in  disguisie.  Now* 
on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  tliat  Congress  might 
safely  take  it  for  gmnted,  that  the  corporation  uras  as 
secure  as  any  other,  because  they  were  interested  to  re- 
tain the  assistance  of  the  Government ;  aad  that  the 
United  SUtas  were  as  secure  as  was  neceasaty,  they  not 
being  called  on  to  pay  their  assessments,  until  one  half 
of  the  other  assessments  were  paid.  The  proportion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connectieut  was  esseoUally  the 
same  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Geonpa,  before  it 
waa  modified  by  him,  and  would  have  the  cflfect  to  tie  up 
the  operations  of  the  company,  when  a  stn^e  stockhohU 
er  should  fail  to  pay  in  his  aasessment.  It  would  have 
the  effect  to  destroy  the  measure,  and  place  the  United 
Sutea  in  a  mo«t  unequal  point  of  advantage.  If  it  wm 
adopted,  be  thought  it  woaM  be  found  necessary  to  take 
it  off  next  year.  Tb««  must  be  some  kind  of  confi- 
dence in  tbe  company  «m1  the  stockholders,  made  up  of 
people  who  are  intereaied,  and  would  not,  by  any  act  of 
their  own,  wilfully  incur  tbe  withdtawal  uf  the  aasistano« 
of  the  Government.  1  take  it  tliat  the  objection  is  a 
broader  one  than  tiiat  stated.  It  appeu*  to  me«  that,  V 
tlie  Constitutional  queation  could  be  mm  aat'isfaetni^r 
understood,  we  should  not  hear  these  objections  to  ifa* 
deuils  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DICKBRSON  said,  that  he  bad  voted  for  some  of 
the  objects  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Massac 
chusetts,  and,  in  some  instances,  Tw  had  repented  drnng 
so.  But  this  was  a  lai^  project,  and  more  precautkm 
was  necessary.  ■  The  United  States  being  about  to  take 
one-third  of  tlie  stock.  The  gentleman  has  told  us,  that 
we  must  trust  somewhat  to  the  company.  Why  shouki 
we  do  so?  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  passed  a 
law,  merely  allowing  the  canal  to  pass  through  the  State, 
and  yet  she  has  seen  fit  to  insert  a  provision  againrt  en- 
tering into  bankinc  or  mercantile  operations.  Tbere 
had  been  some  striking  instances  of  the  kind,  which  all 
must  remember.  There  was  the  Manhattan  Company^ 
in  New  York,  incorporated  to  supply  the  dty  with  wa- 
ter. The  whole  design  appeared,  at  last,  to  erect  a 
bank,  which  went  on  without  any  relation  to  the  water 
works.  It  was  so,  also,  with  the  New  Hope  Company, 
which  was  itworporatcd  to  build  a  bridge,  but  wMch  wu 
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converted  into  a  bank.  Now,  in  tbi*  instauce,  lie  uw  no 
reaaon  why  u  much  precaution  abould  not  be  made  use 
of  u  bad  been  fiMina  necewiy  in  lew  'nnp«taut  com 
paMei. 

Mr.  COBB  said  lie  rose  to  enquire  whether  a  person 
could  not  go  into  tbe  market  and  purchase  Potonuc 
Mock,  and  make  bis  payment  for  those  shares  for  which 
he  had  subscribed  in  that  stock.  The  reading  of  the 
charter  would  convey  lo  him  that  idea.  If  it  was  so, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  Suppose  the  United 
States  were  t«  be  called  on  fitr  two  hundred  thousand 
dotkrs,  and  the  other  subscribers  were  to  pay  in  their 
iliare  of  the  assessment  in  Potomao  stock,  would  it  not 
be  according  to  the  charter  i  I  say  it  would.  And  thus 
the  canal  would  go  on  upon  the  Bwney  sdranced  by  the 
United  States  alone. 

Mr.  CHAUBERS  said,  that  the  holders  of  the  Poto- 
mac stock  were  authorized  to  became  subscribers  to  the 
stock  of  this  company,  oakulatiiig  their  amounts  aecor* 
ding  to  their  stock.  But,  in  no  case  would  the  Oiree 
tors  have  the  power  to  allow  an  evasion  like  that  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  modes  of 
attack  upon  this  biU  were  of  various  kinds.  Why,  yes- 
terday, the  District  was  a  bankrupt,  and  sbliged  to  bring 
here  a  schedule  of  its  effects.  And  now  ue  Gorem- 
ment  is  to  bear  the  whcde  expense  at  the  canal.  But 
there  was  no  power  to  render  die  available  funds  of  the 
company  useless.  Nor  was  it  for  the  interest  of  any  par- 
ty that  it  should  be  done.  I'he  representatives  of  the 
Uistrict  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  Directors  on 
the  part  of  the  Uiuted  States,  would  all,  as  a  matter  of 
course^  prevent  such  a  transaction.  Would  they  do  any 
thing  tu  destroy  th^r  own  interest  or  to  destroy  the 
company?  We  euinot  beKeve  tiiat  these  individuals 
would  do  any  thing  of  the  kind.  But  the  words  of  the 
Uw,  and  the  charter,  are  sufficient,  and  they  sweep  the 
idea  of  Uiis  objection  from  under  the  gentleman.  [Mr. 
C.  here  read  from  the  charter.]  The  moment  they 
should  attempt  to  do  what  the  honmble  Senator  sup- 
posed, the  charter  would  be  vacated,  and  the  association 
would  be  destrcqred.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  believed,  the  Di- 
vecbnrs-wonld  follow  sueh  a  course  i  Are  these  men 
madmen  t  Would  they  do  whtf  would  destroy  the  com- 
pany f  It  cannot  be  supposed.  He  would  answer  one 
more  question,  in  relation  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal.  When  that  company  was  incorporated,  the 
stock  of  a  former  company  was  in  existence,  and  the 
charter  brought  in  that  stuck  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
proposed  in  this  bill  He  spoke  advisedly,  because  he 
had  some  shares  in  his  own  poasesnon.  In  that  compa- 
ny the  old  stockholders  came  in,  not  after,  ns  in  this 
case,  but  with  the  others.  In  that  case,  the  old  stock 
wasafnuch  larger  amouut  in  proptfftion,  than  in  this  ( 
and  yet  no  speculation,  oo  bank  grew  out  of  it. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  the  gentleman  fyom  Mar^'land 
had  not  answered  hU  objection.  It  still  appeared  to 
him,  [Mr.  C.J'that,  when  one-fifth  had  been  paid  in  of 
the  whole  amount,  only  that  of  the  United  Sutes  would 
have  been  paid  in  available  funds.  The  remainder  might 
have  been  pud  in  stock  of  the  Potomac  Company.  He 
understood  tliat  the  State  of  Maryland  was  indebted  to 
the  Potomac  Company,  and  that  this  was  the  means 
which  it  was  to  take  to  pay  olT  the  debt.  The  United 
States  would  pay  in  its  fifth,  200,000  dollars,  in  cash  ; 
the  share  to  be  paid  by  Maryland  would  be  100,000  dol- 
lars ;  and  what  doea  she  nay  it  in  1  Why  in  Potomac 
stock  !  Welt,  the  City  of  Washington  has  its  share  to 
pay  ;  and  they  too  will  pay  it  in  Potomac  stock.  They 
will  buy  it  up  in  the  market,  and  apply  it  in  this  manner. 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria  will  do  the  same.  I'hus 
Ihe  work  will  commence  with  the  300,000  dollars  of  (he 
United  States^  and  the  useless  scrip  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany for  the  rest .  This,  to  use  the  words  of  the  gentle- 
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man  from  New-Jersey,  is  practising  a  little  too  hard  upon 
Uncle  Sam.  it  appears  to  me  to  be  tu^xing  too  hard  at 
his  purse,  and  calling  a  littfe  too  loud  for  bis  aid.  The 
paper  which  would  be  given  would  be  mere  fodder  and 
worse.  It  would  nut  purchase  fhdder.  But  we  are  told 
that  we  ought  to  liave  confidence  in  the  Company ;  and 
tliat  we  must  trust  them.  But  can  we  trust  them,  when 
we  know  that  they  will  be  directed  by  their  interest,  and 
if  they  can  buy  fur  a  dollar  what  .will  be  valued  at  one 
hundred  dollars,  will  do  it.  It  would  appear  that  I  did 
injustice  to  the  Corporations  of  this  District  yesterday* 
in  saying  that  th^  were  banknipt  t  tnA  that  I  have  put 
them  to  the  trouble  of  produ«ng  a  schedule  of  their  pro- 
perty. There  was  certainly  no  need  f6r  it ;  for  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee  gave  a  schedule  yesterday  j  and  he 
said  tlut  the  property  of  individuals  in  this  District, 
amounted  to  five  millions.  Now,  I  aay,  that  the  proper- 
ty of  individuals  is  not  the  property  of  the  Corporation. 
But  ere  they  not  poor  *  Will  any  man  who  knows  deny 
it }  Do  they  not  owe  serenil  hundred  thousand  dollars  t 
Have  they  not  begun  a  City  Hall,  which,  from  want  of 
money,  they  cannot  finish  (  And  is  not  nearly  all  the 
private  property  in  the  City  mortgaged  to  the  Banks  ; 
while  they  are  the  real  capitalists  i  No  man  could  deny 
the&e  facts.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  ColumbM,  and  he  became  acquaint* 
cd  with  the  lituation  of  the  Corporations,  and  he  knew 
them  to  be  poor  and  depressed.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  subscriptions  would  be  found  good,  and  he  was  more 
particularly  against  the  scheme,  because  it  was  to  op- 
press the  poorest  class  of  people.  It  was  now  admitted 
that  the  Canal  was  to  go  no  farther  than  Cumberland, 
and  he  would  ask  whether  the  rich  products  that  had 
been  spoken  of  were  to  be  firand  In  its  vicinity.  If  they 
were,  he  had  not  heard  of  them.  Was  there  coal  or  iron 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cumberland  '  He  had  not  heard 
that  they  were  found  tliere.  But  the  funniest  idea  WM 
one  that  had  been  broached  yesterday  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Hr.  Noau]  and  that  was  the  floating  down 
masts  from  the  Western  country.  He  did  not  know  how 
a  mast  could  be  be  brought  down  by  the  zig-zag  of  a  Ca- 
nal,  which  must  be  a  thousand  times  more  crooked  than 
the  little  Canal  in  this  City,  through  which  he  did  not 
fear  to  say  the  mast  of  a  man  of  war  could  not  be  floated. 
He  saw  no  way  in  which  it  could  be  efTected,  unless  by 
some  new  machine,  whieh  should  carry  the  mast  in  the 
ur  above  the  Canal,  and  unaffected  by  its  tinuositiet. 
He  ^ould,  if  his  own  amendment  were  rejeeted»  vote 
for  that  of  the  gentleman  fi-om  Connecticut. 

Mr.  HBNDKICKS  did  not  ris«  to  answer  the  roast 
ailment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  t  but  to  spar 
with  one  of  his  statements.  He  says  the  amount  of  the 
assessment  on  the  shares  held  by  Maryland,  Washington, 
Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  that  is  to  say  600,000  dol- 
lars, may  be  paid  in  in  Potomae  stock.  If  he  could  bring 
60^000  out  of  160,00(^  tiien  his  statement  would  be  coi^ 
rect.  But  I  state  from  documents  which  cannot  be  de* 
nied,  that  there  is  only  160,000  in  the'hamls  of  individu-. 
als.  Maryhind  has  subscribed  half  a  million,  exclusive  of 
this  ;  Viii^nia  had  also  a  ^are  of  this  Potomac  stock  ;  but 
the  whole  did  not  amount  but  to  about  300,000  dollars. 

Mr.  DICKEttSON  rose  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  as  he  found  by  a  reference  to  documents,  that 
there  was  upwards  of  400,000  dollars  of  the  PoUnho 
Stock. 

Mr.  HEN  DRICKS  said  that  it  had  no  bearing  on  the 
case,  160,000  doUart  only  bein^  held  by  individuals.  Of 
the  two  millions  already  subscribed,  ntme  of  it  was  sub- 
scribed in  Stock. 

Hr.  COBB  said,  thaUnay  be  t  yet  it  may  be  paid  in 
this  Stock  1  because  the  Charter  authorizes  Maryland 
to  pay  a  share  in  Stock.  So  it  may  be  with  the  State 
of  Virgirria.    She  may  go  into  market,  and  sell  her 
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Stock,  Mid  it  will  be  purchased  b^  individual  Stock- 
lioMers  to  pay  in  their  shares..  Tins  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  it 

.  The  question  beinjf  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion,  it 
WM  npgmtived,  by  yeas  and  nay%  as  follows  ; 

,'YRAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Berfien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb.  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Ha.yDe,  Mseon,  Parris,  Sanftwrd, 
Smith,  of  Soutb-Carolins,  Tazewell,  Van  Buren,  WSfnins, 
Woodbury— 16. 

,  NAYS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batcmsn,  Bouligny, 
Cbamhers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  I^uiuana,  Kane, 
King,  Knight,  HcKinley,  HcLane,  Mai^s,  Noble,  Ridge- 
ly,. Bobbins,  Uowan,  RugKles,  Seymour,  Stisbee,  Smitii, 
of  Maiyland,  lliomaa,  Tyler.  Webster,  Willey--30. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  moved  the  amendment  previously 
stated. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  asked  the  yeas  and  naysi  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BENTON  supported  the  motion  to  amend,  in  a 
Cev  words. 

Mt.  WKBSTEReonBideredtbatthisameadmentwould 
withhold  tbe  payment  of  tlie  assessment  of  the  United 
States,  until  the  other  Stockholders  had  all  paid  in.  He 
thouf^t  it  now  stood  as  it  sliould  ;  tlist  tbe  Government 
were  on  the  same  footingas  other  iitockholders,  with  the 
advantage  of  not  being  called  on  until  a  moiely  should  be 
paid  by  tbe  other  Stockholders. 

Hr.  FOOT  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment ;  when 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  In  the  affirma. 
live  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  BeiUon,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  McLuie,  Macon,  Parris,  Ridrely,  Rowan,  Sanfbrd, 
Smmi,  of  Soutli-Carolina,  Taxewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
Williams,  WoDdbuiy~34. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bouligny,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  McKndey, 
Marks,  Noble,  Robbins,  Ruf^glcs,  Seymour,  Silsbec, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Webster,  Wilit^— 22. 

Hr.  FOOT  moved  further  to  amend,  by  striking  out  of 
the  16th,  17th,  and  18th  linu  the  following  words:  "  nor 
until  one-half  of  the  snrcgate  amount  of  such  assess' 
ments  shall  have  been  paid."  He  observed,  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  place  the  United  States  iu  the  same  position 
as  other  stockholders. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  uii  the  question  ; 
which,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  tlie  affirmative,  as 
follows ; 

YEAS.— Messrs-  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  MclAne,  M.icon,  Parris,  Itidgely,  Row- 
an, Sanford,  Smith,  of  Marjiland,  Smith,  of  8.  Carolina, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury.— 26. 

NAYS^ — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bateman,  Bouligny,  Cham- 
bers^ Cbsse,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  of 
Kenlticky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Marks,  Noble,  Bob- 
bins, Haggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Thomas,  Webster,  Wil- 
ley.— 19. 

The  qnestion  Iben  occurring  on  engrossing  the  amend- 
ment, and  orderinj^  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  brieBy  in  an- 
swer to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  McI^ahs,  in  relation  to  the 
fiinds  ID  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  briefly  j  and  Mr.  JOHNSTON 
made  a  few  additional  observations;  when,  the  question 
being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  n.iys  having  heen  ordered  on 
engrossing  the  bill,  on  motion  of 'Mr.  EATON,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  afllrmative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bariiatd,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bouligny, 
Chambers,  Cliase,  Eaton,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hendnclu, 


Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 
Ring,  Knight,  McKinley,  McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Bli%e- 
ly,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Simb, 
of  Maryland.  Thomas,  Websfer,  Willey.— 29. 

NAVS. — Messra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Macon,  Porrii^  Sanford, 
SnUth,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 
Williams,  Woodbury.— ir. 

Thdbsdat,  Mat  23,  1828. 
Tlie  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  to  tbe  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  wu  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

FftiDAT,  Mat  23,  1838. 
Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Conmittec  on  Fendtms,  made  a 
r^iort  in  relation  to  the  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Reprcsen* 
tatives,  for  the  relief  of  sundry  officers^  soldierly  and 
widows,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  act  upon  the  bill  «t 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  and  moving  that  the  cob- 
mittee  be  discharged  from  the  considetKtitm  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

DUTY  ON  WINES. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported  wines  wni 
tttken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  had  made  8<Hne 
preparation  to  give  a  full  vie«r  of  the  benefits  Ukely  to 
result  from  a  revision  of  the  present  duties  on  wines,  but 
tliis  was  not  a  period  of  the  session  when  such  a  view 
could  be  useful.  The  bill  now  before  us  must  be  taken 
as  it  iR,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  be  received 
without  much  discussion,  or  no  time  will  remain  for  any 
change  whatever  io  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff.  He 
would  then  merely  state  the  material  alterations  effected 
by  this  bill,  and  tbe  probable  effect^  from  its  passage,  on 
our  commerce  and  revenue.  It  reduced  the  duties  on 
Madeira  oiic-lialP,  because  it  was  now  so  enormous  as  to 
have  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  a  valuable  commerce 
with  that  island.  'I'his  was  fully  developed  in  the  docu- 
ments that  had  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session,  but 
which  there  was  not  time  or  perhaps  necesMty  now  to 
read.  Tlie  wines  of  France  and  Germany  that  befinre 
paid  the  same  duty  with  Madeira,  were  now  required  to  ^ 
pay  only  30  cents  per  gallon,  because  the  quantity  of  thsl 
description  imported  was  small,  aixl  the  trade  for  them 
mostly  a  barter  trade,  highly  advantageous  to  this 
country.  The  duty  on  Claret,  in  casks,  was  lowered  lo 
10  cents  per  gallon  ;  but  still  it  was  as  high,  and,  tndeeil, 
higher,  un  the  firat  cost  of  Claret,  thao  the  duty  on 
Madeira.  This  last  wine  liad  become  almost  a  neeeseary 
of  life  In  tlie  soutliem  part  of  our  Union,  and  an  increase 
of  the  use  of  it,  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  would  increase 
the  exchange  market  fur  some  of  our  most  valuable  sta- 
ples, such  as  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice.  The  changes 
thus  far  did  not  differ  very  essentially  from  those  contain- 
ed in  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  But  the 
next,  and,  in  his  view,  one  of  the  most  important  changci* 
was  in  doubling  the  present  duty  on  non-enumerated 
wines.  By  the  present  law  it  is  15  cents  per  gallcm  { 
last  year  12  cents  was  proposed  ;  by  the  bill  before  us< 
30  cents  per  gallon.  These  non-enumerated  wines  in- 
chidcd  sumelhing  like  SS-40th8  of  the  whole  importation 
of  wines  into  the  United  States  during  the- last  thi«e 
years.  Thus,  in  1825,  the  whole  quantity  was  3,66^640 
gallons,  of  which  the  non-enumeraled  wines  were  3,073,> 
569  gallons  ;  in  1836  the  whole  was  3,780,3/4,  snd  the 
non-eimmerated  3,04?',637t  ">d  in  1837  the  whole  3,767,- 
893.  and  the  non-enumerated  2,043,354.  Gentlemen  will 
thus  see  that  only  15  cents  per  gallon  has  been  paid  on 
about  38-40ihs  of  all  the  wine  imported,  while,  by  the 
proposed  bill,  30  cento  per  gallon  would  be  paid.  This 
change  will  not  only  prevent  frauds  caused  oy  bringing 
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in  wines  of  hi^  value  Rt  a  low  duty,  under  names  not  I        SUPPRKSSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE, 
enumerated  in  the  present  tariff,  but  will  tend  to  equalize      The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  supprenion  of 
the  duties  much  nearer  than  they  now  are,  according  to  { the  slave  trade  was  Uken  up,  and  explained  by  llesitrt. 
the  first  cost  of  tlie  different  kiniu  of  wine.  UcLANE  and  KING. 

He  would  sar  no  more,  under  the  preaaure  of  business  Mr.  H  AYNK  was  linder  the  impression  that  an  appro- 
now  on  our  Ubies.  except  to  stete  tliat  the  whole  reve-  priation  liad  ah^dy  been  made  in  relation  to  tbw  object, 
nne  on  wines  would  be  increased  between  one  and  two  ,nd  ihat  there  was  still  a  balance  in  the  DejMrtment,  of 
hundred  thousand  dollars  by  the  present  bill,  provided  money  formerly  applied  to  this  purpose.  This  was  the 
prectsely  the  same  importations  took  p  ace  hereafter,  as  fi„t  time  a  separate  biU  htd  been  pasMd  for  this  object  i 
dunoy  the  last  few  years,  and  provided  the  calcubtion  juid  he  wished  to  know  whether  this  object  had  not  al- 
oe made  on  the  same  quantity  of  non-enumerated  wines.  I  ready  been  provided  for  ' 

The  rinreme  on  wine  was  last  year  711,790.  But  com-  Mr-  KING  said,  in  reply,  that  this  item  was  not  in  the 
pote  the  duties  on  the  same  importations  according  to  appropriation  bill,  as  it  had  been  considerad  by  theOom- 
the  proposed  tariff,  and  Without  altenrg  the  quantity  of  mittee  of  Waya  and  Heaos  of  the  other  House,  better  to 
non-enumerated  wlne^  and  the  revenue  wotild  be  over  I  provide  for  it  hi  ft  sepante  bill. 

820,000  dollar*.  But  under  this  bill,  doubtless,  the  non-  Mr.  MACON  said  it  appealed  that  the  committee  liad 
enumerated  wines  will  be  much  lesss  m  muintity  (  and  reported  the  bill  without  htvinir  any  estiiMtes  at  all  to  go 
yettbemeoda  ot  this  bill  beheved  the  whole  unporta-  upon. 

tions  would  be  much  augmented  under  Its  provisions.  |  Mr!  KING  further  exphuned,  diiecfing  his  dilcoune  to 
and  the  revenue  in  that  way  still  improved.  Conndering,   }gf,  Hacoit 

then,  the  probable  benefits  to  agriculture,  navi^tion,  and  Mr.  H  A YNE  still  objected  to  the  first  section  of  the 
lereiiue,  ft»m  the  {ironosed  changes,  and  that  it  was  now  bill,  which  appropriated  the  sum  of  9  30,000  to  suppress 
too  Ute  for  any  amendment  to  be  safely  made,  he  trusted  sUveiy.  It  had  been  said  that  thU  bill  was  authorised 
the  bill  would  meet  with  little  or  no  opposition.  by  a  geneiftl  law  empowering  ihe  Government  to  apply, 

Mr.  CHANOLCR  sa-d  that  the  Senate  had  within  a  fr»m  time  to  time,  certain  sums  for  this  object;  but  no 
few  dajrg  passed  a  bill  increoam^  the  duties  on  articles  of  I  egtimates  had  been  mads,  and  it  certainly  was  not  salis- 
necessity.  As  this  was  an  article  of  luxury,  and  was  I  (iuitory  to  act  on  the  bill  under  such  circumstances.  He 
chiefly  used  bv  the  rich,  he  was  opposed  to  taking  off  did  know,  for  he  had  looked  into  the  subject,  that  the 
the  duties,  either  on  non-enumerated  or  on  any  dewirip-  wms  heretofore  appropriated  under  that  general  act,  had 
tion  of  wines.  He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques-  been  applied  to  other  objects, 
tion  [  which  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en-  Mr.  McLANE  made  some  explanatory  remarks, 
grossed  by  Ihe  following  vote  :  Mr.  CHAMBERS  inquired  wliether  the  slaves,  in  re- 

YEAS— Mesara.  Beiiton,  BeiTien,  Bouligny,  Branch,  i»tion  to  whom  a  bill  had  been  a  short  time  pawed,  <tho 
Chamber^  Cobb.  Eaton,  Ellis.  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne.  case  of  Mr.  Wilde,)  were  not  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Jobiuton,  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  HciAne,  Macon,  Bidgely,  chaige  of  this  sum,  and  if  the  ftuid  required  would  not 
Robbini,  Siisbee,  Smith,  of  Maryhitd.  Tazewell.  Tyler,  thus  be  enlarged. 

Van  Buren,  Webster,  Williams,  Woodbury.— 25.  Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  there  were  Inquiries  on  all 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Knight,  giJea,  and  it  appeared  that  no  Ane  could  give  information 

.A-  w„ku  P.™.  e-„  iir:it  in     I  «iHect  under  consideration.   He  therefore 

moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  i  which  waa  agreed  to. 


Narks,  Noble,  Parris,  Rugg^es,  Seymour.  Willey.— 10. 
OFFICE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL. 


CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Ihe  corporations  of  the  District  ol  Columbia. 


Mr.  HARBISON  moved  that  the  Senate  Uke  up  the 
bill  from  the  House  to  abolish  the  office  of  M^or  Gene- 
ral.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  li  AUIUSON  said  that  he  had  but  one  word  to  say  I  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  amend^ 
on  this  flobject,  and  tbut  was,  that,  after  a  fuU  considera-  ments  reported  by  the  committee  being  under  considers' 
tion  of  this  subject,  since  it  had  been  acted  upon  former- 1  tion. 

ly  by  tbe  Senate,  he  had  not  seen  cause  to  change  the  Mr.  CHAMBERS  explained  the  object  of  Uie  bill^ 
opinion  expressed  in  a  report  made  by  himself.  To  him  which,  he  observed,  had  been  framed  according  to  the 
it  was  clearly  a  mistaken  idea,  that  the  six  thousand  men  I  wishes  of  the  people  of  tbe  District  t  and,  as  fir  as  he 
compoMng  Uie  Army  of  the  United  States,  scattered  over  could  judge,  there  existed  no  objection  to  it  in  any 
our  extensive  territories,  did  not  require  the  inBuence  of  I  way. 

a  supreme  commander.  On  the  contrary,  he  considered  {  The  amendments  were  then  severalty  agreed  to  (  and 
that  our  army  required  it  more  than  if  it  was  composed  I  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  oayst 

of  twelve  thousand  men  concentrated.    He  would  trou-  and  at  a  later  period  of  the  day,  this  bill  was  read  a  third 

ble  the  Senate  but  with  Uiis  single  remark.  time,  and  passed. 

lb-.  WEBSTER  said  he  woukl  submit  to  the  gentle- 1     On  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  MACON  asked  the  yeaa 

man  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  postpone  Uie  bill  [  and  nay%  which  were  ordered,  when  the  queathm  being 

until  twelve  o'clock,  as  there  were  several  Senators  who  I  put,  it  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  as  foitows : 

were  not  now  in  their  seuts.  I    YEAS. — Messrs.  Bai-iiard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Chambers, 

Mr.  HARRISON  said  he  was  only  desirous  to  do  the  I  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrtsoit,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kane, 

duty  incumbent  on  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  Knight,  HcKinley.  Marks,  Noble,  Bidgely.  Robbing  Rug. 

on  Militanr  Affairs.    He  was  radically  against  the  bill,  gles,  Seymour.  Silsbc^  Smith,  ftf  Maryland,  TboiM^ 

but  he  wished  that  it  should  be  brought  before  the  Se- 1  WebMer.— 31. 

mte.  He  asked  whetiier  any  bil^  originated  in  the  Se- 1  NAYS.— Mens.  Branch,  Chandler.  Cobb.  Diekersen, 
natc^  would  be  acted  on  by  the  House  after  te-mofrow.    I  Effia^  Foot,  McLuie,  Macon,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford, 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative.  I  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Van  Buren, 

Mr.  HARBISON  observed  that  he  would  acquiesce  in   Williams,  Woodbury.— 17. 

rank.  On  motion     Mr.  HARRISON,  the  bill  from  the  other 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe  I  House,  to  abolish  tbe  office  of  Mi^  General  in  the  Army 
^ble  {  which  was  agreed  to.  I     the  United  States  was  taken  up 
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[MxT  34.  1338.- 


Mr.  HARRISON  offered.an  aimndmeiit,  in  nibrtuice. 
to  ftboKth  breyet  rank. 

Mr.  HARRISON  renwrlEed  tliat  the  'Mnendinent  wu 
drawn  in  the  same  worda  as  the  bill  for  that  purpose, 
which  he  had  a  short  time  nnce  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  duposed  to  vote  agfainst 
the  amendment  under  any  circumstance.  Within  three 
days  of  the  dote  of  the  session,  it  seemed  improper  to 
insert  new  matter  in  a  biU  from  the  House*  which  they 
had  not  time  to  act  upon.  He  aaw  no  difference  between 
■ending  a  new  bill,  to  the  Houae»  and  sending,  ai  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  subject  which  was  entirely  new 
to  them.  The  rule  vaa  adopted,  that  no  new  bill  should 
be  acted  upon  during  this  period,  to  prevent  hurried  le- 
gislation. But  this  mode  would  be  an  erssioi)  of  that 
rule.  He  wan  not  informed  upon  the  subject,  and  did 
not  understand  it  nffidently  to  act  ■atisfrctorUy  to  himself. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  the  bill  Mid  amendment 
be  postponed  until  next  year.  There  was  not  time  to  act 
upon  them  this  session ;  aod»  although  he  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  more  fully 
liis  views  on  both  of  these  subjects,  rather  than  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  present,  he  now  made 
this  motion.  There  would  be  next  -year  aufBeient  time 
to  act  upon  them.  And,  as  he  befiered  the  abolition  of 
the  office  of  Major  General  would  be  destrut^ve  of  our 
military  system,  he  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  hasti- 
ly acted  upon. 

After  a  debate,  at  considerable  lengtii,  on  the  amend- 
ment,  and  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  UAR- 
mSON,  WEBSTER,  CHANDLER,  TYLER,  and  BAB- 
NARD,toolc  part- 
Mr.  WEBSTER  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  put  an  end  to  the  debate,  which  he  remarked 
could  not  at  this  Btage  be  productive  of  beneficial  results. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  HARRISON,  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table»  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HARRISON  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend, 
which  was  renewed  by  Mr.  COBB;  and  theyeaa  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  oh  ntotion  of  Mr.  EATON,  toe 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YEAS' — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  C<^b,  Dickeraon, 
Eaton,  ElU^  Foot,  Hayne,  McLaae,  Macon,  Noble,  Par> 
-  Ha,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  South  CaroUna,  Tazewd), 
Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury. — 30. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bateman 
Bouligny,  Chase,  Hurison,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  of  Lou 
Knight,  HcKinley,  Marks,  Kidgely,  Robbina,  Ituggles, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  MatyUnd,  Tliomas,  Web 
ster.— 30. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Hie  bin  maUnf  an  additional  compenMition  to  the 
membera  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
was  then  taken  up. 

This  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HcLANE, 
by  allowing  a  compensation  to  the  Judges  of  that  Terri 
tory  for  Uiev  services  as  land  commissioners. 

•fhe  bin  was  opposed  by  Mr.  EATON,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  VAN  BUREN  t  snd,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EATON, 
the  bin  was  hid  on  the  table  i  and,  having  been  ahurtly 
after  taken  up,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  his  attention  bid  been  called, 
this  morning,  to  the  fkct  of  a  deficiency  in  the  contin. 
gent  fund  M  the  SenatCf  and,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  any  ftrther  appropriation  at  this  period,except  as 
an  amendment  to  some  bill  which  had  already  been  act- 
ed upon,  he  would  now  move  to  amend  this  bill  by  mak* 
ing  an  additional  provision  for  the  contingent  fund.  He 
iMd  in  Ui  haad  Uie  lettter  of  the  Secreury,  stating  th«t 


this  deficiency  occurred  on  account  of  the  extra  amount  of 
printing  ordered  this  year  by  the  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  (bird 
reading. 

Satckdat,  Mat  24,  1838. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON  the  yiiA  reaolatwn 
from  tiie  other  House,  relative  to  the  ptiMing  ei  the  twft 
Houses,  was  considered. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  explained  by  Wbr. 
DICKERSON  to  be  to  economise  space  and  expense. 
As  the  printing  was  now  executed,  a  whole  page  was 
taken  up  in  the  title,  and  the  documents  had  otheiw'we 
much  blank  apace,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeaa  and  nays  in 
small  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  documents  tn 
consecutive  order,  would  contribute  very  eaienUally.to 
this  object,  etc.  By  correcting  this  mode  of  amnKC- 
ment,  they  would  be  renderedi  more  acceanble,  besnw 
saving  a  connderable  annual  expenditure. 
The  resolution  was  then  (»dered  to  a  third  ren^ig. 

SUPPRESSION  OV  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  bill  for  the  suppresaiim  of  the  dsve  trade  ww 
again  taken  up. 

Mr.  HAYNE  remarked,  that  he  had  yesterday  addreaa- 
ed  himself  to  those  gentlemen  who  hiad  charge  of  this 
bill,  for  information  as  to  the  large  appropriation  in  the 
first  section,  of  30,000  dollars.  Th&t  mfbrmation  be  had 
not  received,  and  he  now  asked  it  again. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  this  sum  had  been  6sed  upon,  af- 
ter fUH  investigation,  by  the  Committee  of  Wiya  and 
Means,  of  the  other  House.    On  enquiry,  he  hwi  heard, 
that  the  sum  was  much  larger  as  first  proposed  i  bat 
that  the  committee  Iwd  cut  it  down  ;  and,  at  its  present 
amount,  was  not  sufficient  to  send  out  those  slaves  atrea* 
dy  in  the  country.    He  trusted  that  no  gentleman  would 
require  an  exaet  estimate  of  the  expenses  to  occur  un- 
der thia  appn^riation  t  because  it  could  not  be  given, 
as  they  must  depend  on  unforeseen  drcumatances.  The 
items  could  not  be  anticipated,  and  the  committee  took 
the  gross  amount,  and  made  the  appropriation  to  cover 
iL    This  was  the  universal  practice,  and  was  perfeelly 
proper,  as,  if  the  expenditure  was  over  the  amount  given, 
the  objects  could  only  be  executed  as  fiu-  as  it  went ; 
and  if  below,  it  would  remain  in  the  Treasum  to  be  ap- 
plied on  the  next  year's  «ppra|iriation.   The  money 
could  not  be  applied  to  other  objects  t  becauae  proper 
and  legitimate  purposes  would  absorb  it   If  genilemen 
disliked  tlie  prindple  on  which  this  provision  was  made, 
the  repeal  of  the  general  law  would  meet  their  object. 
But  he  thought  thisliit]  should  not  be  obstructed.  The 
provisioa  in  the  second  section  for  the  Manbal  of  Ala- 
bama, wtm  founded  on  a  just  efanm.   He  had  acted  un- 
der the  general  law,  and  he  could  not  obtidn  expenses 
which  he  had  inctirred  under  tliat  law,  unless  by  this  bin. 
He  hoped  that  no  objection  to  the  general  uw  wijuld 
stop  the  progress  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked  whetiier  a  report  had  been 
received  of  the  mode  in  which  the  expenditure  for  this 
object  had  formerlv  been  made  I 

Mr.  KING  aaid,  in  reply,  that  an  account  of  every  item 
had  been  rendered.  He  knew  that  a  certun  sum  had 
been  applied  to  die  Celmuzation  Society,  whidi  was  con- 
siderea  an  improper  appropriation ;  but  that  ought  not 
to  operate  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  ms- 
sage  of  this  bill,but  to  protest  agunst  the  manner  in  wbieh 
it  had  been  brought  before  the  Senate.  It  had  been 
presented  here  with  no  paper,  with  no  document,  witlrno 
estimate.  They  had  no  evidence  to  go  upon.  This  was 
what  be  objected  to.  He  knew  that  the  gentieiMn  ftem 
AUMona  was  not  a  men^ier  of  the  comimttee  to  vbkh  H 
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[SENATE. 


wu  referrible  i  but  he  had  endeairorcd,  without  much 
■occesB,  to  obtain  information.    Mr.  H.  had  no  doubt  that 
Che  cUa  of  the  Mar^l  of  Ahbama  was  a  just  ime ;  but 
be  otqeeted  ah<^th«r  to  the  method  of  introdueisff 
the  pasrment  of  an  individual  cbim  into  a  bill  nominalrr 
to  suppress  the  sIsTe  trade.    This  amalgamation  of  ob. 
tdnbarrassed  him  extremely.   Ue  must  Tote  for  the 
I,  or  he  should  aid  to  deprive  the  Harsbal  of  Alabama 
of  a  compensation  to  which  he  was  jm^^  entitled.  Ue 
vepeatMl  his  objection  to  this  raoois  of  legislation,  and 
'  aaid  be  dwold  vote  for  this  bill  t  but,  sud  he,  if  I  live  to 
vomt  bw^  to  the  Senate  next        I  pledge  myself  to 
take  measures  to  obtain  a  most  riffid  euminstion  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  expenditure  nas  been  made. 

Mr.  MAUON.  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 
ptending  (30^000  to  restore  negroes  to  the  coast  of 
.  Africa.  . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  laid,  that  the  appropristion  was  ab- 
aolutdy  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the 
law.  The  gentleoum  from  AUbanw  had  stated  correctly 
the  difficulty  in  maknig  out  the  estimates  for  purposes 
'  which  must  be  contingent,  from  their  very  nature.  It 
wss  not  a  esse  where  cost  and  charges  oouid  be  com- 

Euted  at  the  outset.    Tho  sum  pointed  out  by  reasons- 
le  probabilihr,  had  been  fixed  upon,  and  that  bad  been 
.  «ut  down  in  the  other  House.    As  to  the  chums  of  the 
Marshal  of  Alabsnis,  the  pledge  of  the  Goremnient  had 
been  contracted  to  pay  the  expenses  which  be  had  in- 
curred.   He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
MACON,  it  was  r^ected,  snd  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
.  4hird  reading. 

MIAMI  CANAL. 

Mr.  RUGGLE8  moved  that  the  Senate  take  op  the 
.bill  to  ud  the.  State  of  Ohio  to  ouike  the  Miami  Canal 
from  Dqrton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  COBB  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
not  time  for  diseiUMon  upon  a  subject  so  impviunt.  Con- 
gress had  already  ghren  175,000  dollars  this  year  for 
roads  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said,  that  tlie  objection  did  not  come 
.  with  a  good  grace,  trtan  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
who  bM  consumed  much  time  during  the  last  week. 
Ue  did  not  wish  to  prolong  debate,  and  was  willing  to 
take  the  vote  at  once  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  siUd,  tbat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
-  found  out  tbat  be  [Mr.  C]  had  occupied  much  time  dur- 
•  ing  the  week,  uid  he  deserved  a  leather  medal  for  the 
iliscovery.   In  the  ^scussion  of  the  canal  bills  be  occu- 

Eied  no  more  time  than  his  duty  made  incumbent  upon 
im.  If  the  gentieman  alluded  to  the  Executive  buu 
ness  of  the  week,  he  [Mr.  C]  bad  certain^  not  consum 
ed  much  tioM  in  debate  m  seer^  sewon.  He  repeated 
Ills  objections  to  taUng  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said,  it  was  too  Iste  to  take  up  a 
bill  of  so  mocb  importance,  and  which  contemplated  a 
large       of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 

Mr.  HARRISON  sud,  that,  if  the  gentleman  would 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  biH,  he  would  find  that 
the  gift  of  bund  was  to  the  United  States,  and  would 
make  their  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  much  more  vahia 
ble.  He  asked  the  yeas  ard  nays  i  which  were  ordered^ 
•nd  the  question  being  tben  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
.  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton, 
<  Booligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hendricks 
J«Ainstonj  of  Louisiana,  McKinley,  Msfks,  Noble,  Ridge- 
ly.  Robbing  Rowan,  Runlet  Seymour,  SPsbee,  Smith, 
of  MafyhBd.  Thoms,  WiUey,  WiUiams.— 34. 


NAYS.— Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler.  Cobb,  Diekcrson, 
EUi^  Hayne.  Knight,  McLane,  Macon,  Sanford,  "^m- 
well,  Tyler,  Yen  Buren,  Woodbuiy.— 14. 

MenOAT,  MaT  26, 1838. 
CLOSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  that  amessage  be  sent  to  the 
Prevdent  of  the  United  States,  to  iafbrm  Um  that  the 
Senate  bad  concluded  ita  boriness,  and  to  ascertun  whe- 
ther he  had  any  further  communication  to  nuke  ;  which 
was  ^^reed  to. 

Mr.  MACON  moved  that  a  messsge  be  sent  to  the  H. 
of  Representatives,  to  convey  the  same  information  i 
whicli  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  MACON  and  WOODBURY  were  then  iqipointp 
ed  a  Comndttee  to  wait  upon  the  Frendent. 

OUTRAGES  IN  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  FOOT  ssid  thst  he  rose  to  submit  two  resolutions, 
witii  wbicli  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  benate,  but 
that  be  considered  it  Us  duty  to  himself  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  parties  concerned.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  he  baJ,  at  a  former  period,  ofTered  a  resolution,  re- 
lating to  the  ssme  subject,  which  had  been  bud  on  the 
table,  on  lus  motion  in  consequence  of  a  message  from 
the  I^ndent  having  been  brou^t  under  the  considers- 
tion  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  tSk  the  present  conridera- 
tioo  of  these  resolutions,  ashe  was  senrible  there  was  not 
time  to  act  upon  them  t  but  feeling  it  hisduty  to  present 
them,  he  would  now  move  that  tliey  be  hid  on  Uie  table  i 
JRuohed,  'I'hat  the  assault  made  by  Russel  Jarvis,  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  capitol,  upon  the  private  Secrrtary  of 
the  President,  charged  with  the  delivery  of  an  Executive 
mesBifce  to  the  Senate,  when  in  Session,  is  a  contempt  of 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  Nation,  and  a  breach  of  privi* 
lege  of  the  Senate. 

Boohed,  That  the  aasaitlt  made  by  Duff  Green,  Print- 
er for  the  Senate,  in  one  of  the  Committee  rooms,  on  the 
person  <rf'E.  V.  Sparhawk,  onetrf'the  Bepvters,  is  a  con- 
tempt, and  breach  of  privilege. 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  the  sesuon  was  too  thin  to  sllow  their 
being  effectually  considered,  and  he  wulicd  them  to  re- 
main until  the  next  sesMon. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  wished  that  the  subject  mighlbc  now 
considered  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  if  the  gentleman  ftom  Connecticut 
was  derirous  that  il  should  now  be  acted  on,  he,  for  one, 
was  prepared  to  do  so  promptly. 

Mr.  FOOT  repeated  his  objections  to  considering  the 
resolutions  at  present. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  taken 
up,  (which  could  only  be  done  with  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.) 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  objected  ;  and  the  motion,  conse- 
quently, failed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 


A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivei,  infonring  that  they  had  appointed  Messrs  Whisht, 
ufOttio,  and  Uicxxasoit,  of  New  York,  as  s  Joint  Com- 
miilee,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  watt  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  inform  bim  that  Congress  was 
now  really  to  adjourn, 

l*he  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  than  joined 
tl.at  fW>m  the  House,  and  waited  on  the  Prerident,  and, 
sl.ortly  after,  Mr,  Uacov,  firom  the  Joint  Committee,  re- 
ported thai  tlie  President  had  instructed  them  to  infhrm 
the  Senate,  tbat  he  bad  no  fiirtber  comminicatiuns  to 
make  to  Congress. 

The  Benate  adjourned,  sine 
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H.  or  R]  I^rt  J*neet4mgt  in  the  Hotae  qf  Beprmntativu.~Late  ifr.  Young-      [Dsc.  3.  4,  5.  1827> 

P£BAT£S,  ^cc.  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  HJSPBESENTATIVES. 


The  House  was  called  to  onler  Matthew  St.  Claik 
Clabkb,  Clerk  of  the  House,  precisely  at  twelye  o'clock, 
*ik1  the  Roll  of  die  House  being  called  orer  by  States,  it 
appeafcd  that  there  wue  present  two  hundred  and  seven 
Hemben,  oot  uf  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  two  De- 
l^^tes  from  Territories  :  Whereupon,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  bsllot  for  a  Spxakxr. 

Mr.  ^PRAGUE  and  Mr.  HAYNES  being  named  Tel- 
ler^ reported  the  following  as  the  result  of  ttie  balloting : 
For  Ahdbsw  STSTitHsoir,  of  Virginia,  104 
For  JoHK  W.  Taxiok,  of  New  York,  94 
For  F.  P*  BAaaovK,     Virginia,      •  4 
Scattering  votes,      -         •         -  3 
Ahduv  Stitenboh,  of  Virginia,  having  received  a 
msjority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes^  was  declared  to 
be  duly  elected. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  Ch«ir,  the  SPEAKER  ad 
dressed  the  llotise  in  the  follovring  terms : 

**GKSTijiMitH  :  In  accepting  the  distinguished  hono|- 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  I  am 
penetrated  with  feelings  of  profound  respect,  and  the 
deepest  gratitude,  and  I  receive  it  as  the  most  flattering 
testimony  of  your  confidence  and  &vor.  The  office  of 
Speaker  of  this  House  has  been  justly  considered  one  of 
high  and  exalted  character — arduous,  tn  relation  to  the 
abilities  necessary  to  its  execution,  and  severely  respon- 
sible and  laborious.  Its  honor  is  to  be  meaiured  by  no 
ordinary  standard  of  value.  The  individual,  therefore, 
who  shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  reputation,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  House,  must  be  distinguished  alike  by 
knowledge,  integrity,  and  diligence  t  he  should  possess 
an  impartiality,  which  secures  confidence  ;  a  dignity  that 
commands  respect  t  and  a  temper  and  aflTabllity  that  dis- 
arm  contention.  Prom  his  general  character  and  ycnon- 
al  qualitiest  he  must  derive  a  power  that  will  give  force 
to  his  interpositions,  and  procure  respect  for  his  decisions. 
He  must  conciliate  tlie  esteem  of  the  enlightened  body 
over  whom  be  presides. 

"  These,  gentlemen,  are  some  of  the  leading  qualiflca- 
tions  necessary  for  this  arduous  station.  I  certainly  do 
not  possess  them.  T  know  my  own  inability  too  well  to 
believe  that  I  shall  be  eniUiled  to  .meet  the  expectationi* 
of  my  friends,  or  discharge  the  high  trust  reposed  in  me, 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  its  dignity  and  importance.  Bring- 
ing with  me  but  little  knowledge  or  experience,  I  ihall, 
no  doub^  often  err,  and  stand  in  need  of  your  utmost 
forbearance.  Let  me  hope,  on  such  occasions,  you  will 
scan  my  conduct  with  candor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
towartis  me  the  same  kind  indulgence  which  has  hereto- 
fore chamctcrized  your  conduct  to  the  Chair.  All  that 
I  can  promise,  will  be  a  devotion  of  my  time  to  your  ser- 
vice, and  an  independent  discharge  of  my  duties  in  a 
plain  and  nuinly  way  My  gratitude  for  a  distinction  so 
lilile  merited,  sliall  stimulate  mc  to  supply,  by  diligence 
and  applir^tioit,  whiit  L  want  in  kiiou  ledge  and  ability  ; 
uiid,  however  I  may  fail  in  oilier  respects,  I  shall  cndea- 
vtM*,  al  least,  to  entitle  myself  to  the  suffrages  of  zeal  and 
impartiality. 

I  need  not  admonish  you,  gentlemen,  of  the  magni- 
tude of  your  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  ought  to  be  discharged.  We  must  all  be  sensible, 
that,  in  the  deliberations  and  proceedings  of  this  House, 
the  character  and  permanent  interests  qf  our  common 
covntiy  are  deeply  mvolvcd.  It  was  in  tiie  oiganization 
and  purity  of  tiiis  branch  of  the  National  Government, 
(endeared  to  their  warmest  affections,)  that  our  Others 
believed  they  had  provided  the  best  security  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  Qoveramcnt,  and  the  liber^  and  happiness 


of  the  People.  Virtuoui^  eolMibened,  and  patriotic,  this 
House  oiay  justly  be  regarded  as  the  citadel  of  American 
Liberty. 

"  Animated,  then,  by  a  virtuous  uid  ei^ightened  sea^ 
let  us  endeavor  to  realize  the  jUst  expectations  of  oar 
constituents  j  and  let  our  proceedings  be  characterized 
by  a  cool  and  deliberate  exertion  of  me  talents,  fortitude, 
and  patriotism,  of  the  House,  as  the  surest  and  best  means 
of  siuitaining  the  honor,  and  promoting  the  wel£u«  and 
happiness  of  our  befoved  country.** 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  then  administered  by  Mr,  Nxwtoh,  (the  ft- 
ther  of  the  House,)  to  the  SpxAKaa,  and  then  by-  Oie 
SrsAXKB,  successively  to  alt  the  Members  from  the  seve- 
ral SUtes. 
On  motion,  it  was 

BtBoleedf  unanimoutfyt  That  HAmnw  St.  Cuii 
CKiKKi,  Clerk  to  the  hte  House  of  Representatiret,  be 
appmnted  Clerk  to  this  House  :  and  that  Joas  Oswal* 
DoKa  be  appointed  Sergeant-at-Anns  to  this  llouaei  that 
BxirjAHiH  BoBcK  be  appointed  principal  Doorkeeper, 
and  Otbbtoit  Ci.BR,  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  same. 

A-message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Low- 
Rii,  their  Secretary,  acquainting  the  Bouse  that  a  que- 
rum  had  been  (ortned,  and  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to 
proceed  to  buriness. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  established  by  the  late  House  of 
Representatives,  were  erdered  to  be  observed  in  this 
House,  untilarevison  or  alteration  shall  have  taken  plan: 
and  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  cause  the  Menbets 
thereof  to  be  furmshed  irith  socli  newapapen  as  ihey 
might  respectively  direct 

A  committee  wa*  then  appointed,  connsting  of  Measts. 
Vait  BKirBSBi.4xR  and  Evebstt,  to  join  the  com- 
mittee whicli  Ii.id  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  wait  on  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  quorums  of  the  two  Houses  have  assem- 
bled, and  that  Congress  are  ready  to  receive  any  comma- 
ntcatioas  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  daily  hour  to  which  the  House  iball  stand  adjoun* 
ed,  was  fixed  at  twelve  o'clock,  H. 

TUSBD.AT,  Dxcxxasa  4t  1837. 

Mr.  YAK  RENSSELAER,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  they  bad  petfbrmed  that  duty,  and  bad  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  the  President  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  them,  in  writing,  at  twelve  o'clock  this 
day. 

Mr.  JoBK  Adams,  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  soon  after  came  in  with  the 
message,  [which  will  be  found  in  thtJj^iaidixi]  and  the 
message  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  6,000  extra  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

WxnuKBDAT,  DacKHBSR  5,  183T. 
THE  LATE  Mr.  YOUNG. 
Mr.  WICKUFFE  rose,  and  addresKd  the  Ghur  aa  fol> 


lows 

Mr.  Spxikbr  :  I  risen  tu  propose  the  resoluttqn 
wliicb  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  a  testimony  of  req>«ct  duje 
to  my  deceased  fhend  and  ctdleegue.  It  may  be  expect- 
ed of  me  that  I  should  say  toroething  in  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  man  for  whose  memory  I  ask  id  this 
House  an  expression  of  their  respect.  To  thoiewith 
whom  he  wu  iHOCHtcd  for  the  last  two  yeai^  la  |i  bkbi* 
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bet  of  Congret^  no  comfDendatioD  from  me  cmxi  be  ne- 
cesMuy.  It  wu-in  the  vMu  of  prirtte  life  I  have  known 
Mm  longogt  and  bes^  and  it  was  tbeie  hit  nrtuea  and 
uaefobiM*  were  most  conapieaoiut  I  more  you  that  the 
Hotiae  come  to  the  following  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  then  presented  a  reaolution  far  wnring  the 
mourning  usual  on  such  occasiaaa,  in  testimony  of  retpeet 
for  the  memory  of  the  late  Wuuax  S.  Yoifvs  i  which 
Was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

TKinaMTf  DacWBU  6, 1837. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  consider  a  motion  of  Mr- 
l^iTTLB,  made  on  the  4th  instant,  for  the  appdntment  of 
the  Standing  Committees  ;  when  the  motion  was  agreed 
lo  ;  and  the  appirintment  of  the  commhten  waa  oraered 
fcocordingly. 

The  House  thea  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MOHSIT,  DEGKVBlk  10,  1837. 

.  Standing  Comroiltees  of  the  House,  appointed  by  the 
Spbaub,  puKuant  to  the  order  of  Thonuay  lasti  were 
announced. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  said, 
that,  while  he  was  fidly  sensible  of  the  kiiidneas  of  the 
Chair,  in  asMgning  to  him  a  diBtinguished  station,  for 
wiiich  hia  own  merits  furninhed  him  With  no  claim,  ne- 
vertheles<s  from  some  particular  drctimstances^wiih  which 
ft  was  tmnecessary  be  sbttuld  trouble  the  Houm,  his  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  Mifitary  Affairs  would  be  pe- 
culiarly unsatii&ctoiy.  He  would,  therefore,  ekmestly 
aak  the  permiswxi  of  the  House  to  be  excused  from  such 
serrice. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  excusing  Ur.  IlAMit- 
•ntm  from  serving  on  the  Militaiy  Committee,  it  was  de- 
cided, in  the  negative. 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  House  then  reserved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Coxdict  in  the  Cltair,  oo  the  Preaident's 
Message  i  and  a  partition  of  the  different  branehes  there- 
of  was  made  amoi^  the  Standing  and  Select  Commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  offered  the  folknriiv  reaolution  for 

adoption : 

Meaohed,  Tliat  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  boundaiy  line  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  outrages  allend  to  have  been  committed  on  the  ter* 
ritory  in  mpute  between  the  United  States  and  ISreat  Bri- 
tain, be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  he  was  reluctant  to  interfere  with 
the  course  proposed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
"WaisaT)  for  the  reference  of  the  Message,  but  waa  con- 
strained to  offer  Ibis  resolution,  by  tbe  great  importance 
of  the  subject  to  tbe  State  whteh  be  tuul  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represeM.  He  waa  extremely  gratified  to  find 
that  this  subject  had  received  the  constant  and  walchfol 
attemion  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  i  and  that 
(he  Goremment  had  seahMialy  and  aauduously  labored 
to  preserve  our  righta  and  effect  a  peaoeable  adjustment 
«f  the  controversy,  and  had  also  Uketi  the  most  prompt 
and  effecthre  measures  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
recent  transactions  upon  our  Northeastern  flintier.  He 
'  hoped  that  the  House,  so  far  as  appertained  to  them, 
would  manifest  a  readiness  to  second  and  sustain  the  ef- 
forta  of  tbe  President;  Tiie  question  respecting  our  North- 
eastern boundary  was  ene  of  no  ordinaiy  moment.  The 
'l^reat  extent  of  the  Territory  in  dispute,  the  fertility  of 
its  soil,  the  quantity  and  value  ot*  ita  timber,  its  position, 
with  reference  to  the  Si.  John's  river,  and  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  all  concurred  to  make  it  a  matter  of  much 
interest  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  of  peculiar  and  increas- 
ing  solidtnde  to  the  State  of  Maine  t  while  tbe  recent  al- 
leged outrs^  by  tha  Britiih  Autberitie%  in  arresting. 


upea  tliis  Territory,  one  who  himself  claimed  to  be,  and 
whom  weclaimedas  an  American  citizen,  upon  American 
soil,  and  transporting  Van  to  a  foreign  jgaol,  was  calculat- 
ed to  excite  the  liveliest  seimlfilities  of  the  people.  Mr. 
S.  sud,  the  subject  involved  the  integri^  ot  our  soil,  and 
the  inviolability  of  the  penons  of  our  citizens.  The  at- 
tention of  Congress  had  been  particularly  oalled  to  if  by 
the  Message  of  the  President,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
House  would  be  willing  to  malv  it  a  matter  of  distinct  re. 
ArenCe  to  a  committee,  and  to  give  It  all  that  conaideni- 
tion  which  ita  magnitude  deserv^. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Yii^nia,  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  whether  it  was  the  purpose  of  his  resolution 
to  include  the  Northern  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States  from  sea  to  aea  ? 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  replied  that  bis  resc^ution  was  directed 
only  to  tbe  reference  of  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  referred  to  the  subject  of  boundary  t  and  the  Mes- 
sage onfy  spoke  of  the  Eastern  ptntion  ofUieline.  But 
it  was  not  hia  Intention  to  restrict  the  attention  Of  the  Com- 
mittee to  one  part  of  the  country  in  preference  to  another. 
They  might  extend  their  report  to  the  whole  of  our  North- 
em  line,  if  they  should  think  it  necessary  \  but  what  he 
more  particularly  desired  to  have  them  report  upon,  was 
the  present  state  of  affairs  in  respect  to  the  Eastern  por- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  FLOYD  said,  that,  if  his  resolution  applied  only  to 
that  part  of  our  boundary,  he  would  recommend  to  llie 
gentleman  from  Maine  so  to  amend  it  as  to  embrace  tbe 
entire  line,  as  well  that  on  (he  West  of  the  Rocky  Houn. 
tuna,  as  the  residue.  He  thought  that  the  state  of  things, 
in  relation  to  this  part  of  our  Territonr,  seriously  demand- 
ed the  attention  nf  Congress.  The  English  had  latdy  in- 
creased their  force  in  that  country ;  and  he  underatood 
that,  within  that  Territory,  a  great  amount  of  fhra  liad 
been  collected  within  the  past  year  by  the  N.  W.  Compa- 
ny. Mr.  F.  observed,  that,  fh>m  the  tenor  of  the  mes- 
sage, he  perceived  that  tbe  prf>vi9ion8  of  tbe  treaty  of 
Ghent  on  this  subject  were  intended  to  be  continued  for 
an  indefinite  time  ;  but  he  felt  assured  that  the  interest 
and  tranquility  of  the  Western  Statea  toudlpr  demanded 
some  other  arrangement.  Unless  tbe  Eiwlish  were  ex- 
pelled fl-om  their  position  on  this  part  ofour  Territoty, 
no  man  could  answer  what  blood  might  flow. 

Mr.  lIAHiLTON  said,  tlist  he  thought  the  rule  to  be  a 
sound  one,  which  had  been  established  by  .the  practice 
of  this  House,  when  a  motion  is  made  to  refer  a  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  titere  is  a  standing  Committee 
of  the  House  lo  which  the  subject  appropriately  belong- 
ed, that  tiie  reference  of  it  should  in  preference  be  made  to 
that  commiUee.  Tliere  was,  he  said,  a  peculiar  &imess  in 
tbe  reference  of  the  particularsub^ect  of  tiiis  resolution  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Exceptions  lo  tlie 
rule  of  reference  of  subjecta  Standing  Committees,arose 
from  particular  circuoutances,  such  as  the  too  great  prrs- 
san  of  husinev  on  any  particular  committee,  ficc.  Now, 
Ur.  H.  said,  it  must  be  wiUiin  the  knowledge  of  any  gen- 
tleman, who  bad  served  but  a  single  session  in  Congress, 
that,howeverdelicste  or  honorable  were  the  duties  devolv- 
ed on  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Hehttions,they  were  not  so 
onerous  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  divide  them  with  oth- 
er committees-i  and,  as  this  subject  was  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy, and  which  might  involve  essential  interesta  of  tbe  ' 
country,  he  thouglit  it  peculiarly  proper  that  it  should  go 
to  the  General  Committee  on  the  subject  of  our  Foreign 
Relations.  Mr.  H.  adverted  also  to  the  objection  to 
raising  Select  Committees  on  particular  objects,  as  they 
were  ukety  to  be  influenced  in  their  decision  b^  conside- 
rations of  a  local  nature,  or  arising  from  the  excitement 
of  tlte  moment  amongst  those  particulariy  interested. 
Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  was  induced  to  propose 
the  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foi  eign 
Retationa,  instead  of  a  Select  Committee. 
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llr.  8PRAGUE  aud,  in  reply,  that  be  had  no  partica- 
br  prefcrence  fbr  a  Select  Committee  i  be  should  be  con> 
tent  with  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  any  committee 
of  the  House  ;  and  he  willingly  modified  his  resolution,  so 
a^to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  aaid,  that,  unless  the  gentle- 
man  desired  a  S^eet  Cwnmittee,  (which  point  he  had 
Aow  waived)  he  could  not  perceive  the  necessi^  of  any 
distinct  reference  of  this  subject,  as  it  was  virtually  in- 
cluded ander  the  resolution  for  referring  so  much  of  the 
aiessage  as  related  to  our  Foreign  Relations  to  the  appro- 
priate Committee. 

Mr.  SPRAOUB  did  nM  think  that  tlie  general  resolu- 
tion, to  which  the  gentleman  referred,  would  eorer  this 
abject.  The  particular  point  wMch  be  wished  to  submit 
to  a  committee  of  the  House,  was  the  outrage  ccunmitted 
on  an  American  citizen  peaceably  tciidii^  vntbin  the 
limiu  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution,  u  moiKfied  by  the  morer,  was  then 
adopted. 

The  House,  in  obedience  to  an  order  adopted  on 
Thursday  last,  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Cbaplaih  to  Con- 
gress, m  Ute  present  sesnon,  on  thetr  part,  and  the  Rer- 
Ravisir  Post  was  chosen. 


TossBAT,  Dkcbkbsb  11,  1627. 
Sundry  resolutions  for  enquiry  were  offered  and  agreed 
to  this  day,  accompanied  in  some  instances  by  remarks 
from  their  respective  movers. 

'WlBHBSBAT,  DlCKMBBK  12,  1837. 

Hr.  LITTLE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  after  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  t 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a'Committec  ot 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union. 


TauasDAT,  Dscixbbb  13,  1837> 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR  submitted  the  following  resolu 
tion : 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providi 
ing  by  taw  for  the  sale  ot  that  pution  of  the  stock  ef 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  which  it  held  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  the  applications  of 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  SMd,  he  wished  to 
acconmany  it  with  a  few  remarks,  not  with  any  inten- 
tion of  now  discussing  the  tneiita  of  the  measure  it  pro- 
posed, but  chiefly  with  tlie  view  of  drawing  to  it  the  at 
tention  of  the  House,  and  capeoally  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whicn  the  resolution  must  be 
referred.  The  House  were  aware  that  the  Government 
holda  at  Ibis  time  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  which  stock 
«'as  at  present  worth  in  market  about  23^  per  cent,  ad- 
vance above  ita  par  value.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
should  now  be  sold  by  the  Government,  it  would  nett  a 
profit  of  one  million  and  mx  hundred  thousand  dolUra 
above  the  nominal  amount  of  the  stock.  Such  being 
the  case,  he  thought  it  deserved  the  serioui  conmlera- 
tion  of  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  prudent 
and  proper  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It  had 
been  said,  Mr.  B.  observed,  by  one  of  the  best  writers 
on  poUti<»I  economy  with  whom  he  was  acquainted, 
tiMt  the  peeuniaty  anairs  of  nations  bore  &  close  analogy 
to  those  of  private  households — in  both,  their  prosperi^ 
munly  depended  on  a  ^gilant  and  efTeelive  manage- 
ment of  then- resources.  There  i%  said  Mr.  B.  an  amount 
of  between  Mreoteen  and  eishteea  millions  of  the  stock 


of  the  United  States  now  redeemable,  and  an  arnooat  at 
nine  millioni  more,  which  will  be  redeemable  next  yeav. 
If  the  interest  paid  b^  the  United  States  on  this  debt  is 
compared  with  the  dtndend  it  receives  on  its  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  it  will  be  found  that  a 
small  advantage  would  be  gained  b/  the  wle  of  the  lat- 
ter in  this  respect  t  since  the  dividends  on  bank  stock 
are  received  aend-annually,  while  the  interest  on  United 
States'  securities  is  paid  quarterly  :  this,  however,  he 
waived  as  a  matter  of  comparatively  small  moment.  It 
must  be  obvious,  he  said,  that  the  addition  of  one  million 
«x  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  available  funds  of  the 
United  States  will  produce  the  extinguishment  of  an 
equivalent  amount  of  tiie  public  debt,  and  consequenl- 
ly  relieve  Uie  Interest  payable  thereui,  by  wbtcb  a  sav- 
ing would  accrue  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum. 

Thxa,  a  merely  pecuniary  view  of  the  measure  be  pro* 
posed  in  his  resolution  would  show  that  ita  adoption 
would  be  good  policy.  But  he  would  further  observe, 
that,  if  the  future  profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  might  be  conjectured  fi*om  its  past  experience, 
it  waa  by  no  means  to  be  calculated  that  our  stock  will 
continue  to  nett  to  us  as  much  as  six  per  cent.  It  would 
be  recollected  by  all  that  that  institution  liad  its  periods 
of  difficulty  and  depresuon.  At  one  time,  it  paid  no  di- 
vidends at  all.  Some  time  after,  it  paid  four,  four-and-a- 
half,  and,  at  length,  five  per  cent.  And  it  was  only  re- 
cently that  the  rate  of  dividend  had  reached  its  present 
amount.  It  was  certainly  very  imprt^ble  that  the  Go- 
vernment wUI  ever  get  a  laiver  dividend  tlian  at  pre- 
sent  t  whereas  it  was  poaiuble,  if  not  extremely  prubn- 
ble,  that  the  amount  in  future  years  may  be  much  less. 
It  waa  well  known  that  the  amount  of  the  Bank's  dis- 
counts depended  on  many  and  various  circumstances, 
especially  on  the  condition  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
and  our  conaequent  relations  to  other  natioAi^  wnethn 
as  debtora  or  creditors.  Wlien  tlte  balance  of  trade  was 
in  fkvor  of  the  Umted  States,  the  Bank  was  libcnl  in 
its  discounting  ;  but,  when  that  balance  preponderated 
in  an  opposite  direction,  the  Bank  immediately  curtail- 
ed its  discounts,  actuated  by  that  prudence  whiclk  tauglit 
banking  institations  to  guard  agauut  the  effect  of  a  sud- 
den run  upon  their  funds. 

In  addition  to  the  dcpresdon  of  profits  malting  from 
cases  of  this  description,  there  was  also  to  tie  taken  intf» 
view  that  which  was  produced  by  bad  debts,  on  wbidi 
subject  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Bardt.  bad  re- 
ceived an  early  and  severe  monitory  lesson.  But  allow- 
ing, for  argument  sake,  that  the  dividends  for  the  Bank 
were  to  continue  at  six  per  cent,  it  waa  manifeat  that,  by- 
selling  out  its  sliares^'tbe  Govonmeiit  would  dear  the 
whtde  amount  <tf  the  advance  wlucb  tbe  stock  now  beai^ii 
in.  the  market  t  whereas,  by  refiiKng  to  sell  tt,  it  wan 
equally  pbun  tfant  tliu  posNble  profit  would  ccrtiunly  be 
lost. 

But  he  had  another  reason,  and  one  which  he  con- 
ceived to  have  a  verv  serious  bearing,  why  the  measure 
he  proposed  should  be  adopted.  He  was  one  who  held 
the  opinion  that  the  Government  of  the  country  ought 
not  to  be  continued  as  as  a  stockholder  in  any  joint  stock 
oompany  Vkt  a  bank.  The  incorporation  ot  a  bask  waa 
an  exercise  of  high  political  power,  and  so  long  as  tbe 
Government  continued  to  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in 
such  an  institutioB,  it  could  not  but  feel  all  thise  conside- 
rations which  addtesa  Ihenuelves  to  that  interest.  Now, 
in  nine  years  hence,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  wiH 
be  presenting  to  Congress  its  petition  fbr  a  renewal  of  its 
charter  i  »ad  he  did  not  think  that  the  Government  to 
whom  such  a  petition  was  presented,  ought,  while  listen- 
ing to  and  deliberating  upon  it,  be  placed  under  ihe  una- 
voidable bias  aririn^  from  the  Government  ita^lf  being  a 
joint  stockholder  with  those  who  were  petitionii^- 
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Mr.  B.  iuther  observed,  that  he  dkl  not  see.  Trorn  the 
propoced  sale  of  stock,  any  ditlicully  likely  to  result  to 
the  management  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Government's 
sliare  in  its  control.  The  pretent  act  of  incorporation 
nveato  the  Government  ttiree  different  secunties  foe 
the  good  management  of  its  concerns.  Tlie  firrt  is  a 
power  of  supervision  :  th«  next  security  is  one  of  pre- 
vention ;  ana  the  third  is  remedial.  Fur  supervision, 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  has  the  power,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  certain  portion 
of  the  directors  of  the  Bank.  By  way  of  the  preveo' 
lion  of  cril,  a  detailed  statement  is  from  titne  to  time 
to  be  rendered,  of  the  entire  state  of  the  affkirs  of  the 
bank  ;  and,  as  a  remnlial  security,  a  Committee  of  Con- 
jgrm  has  the  power  at  any  time  to  examine  into  its  trans- 
actions, and  if  it  has  violated  the  conditions  of  its  char- 
ter, to  order  a  aeire  facias,  and  revoke  Uic  charter.  The 
withdrawal  of  tTie  pecuniary  interest  of  the  Government 
In  the  stock  of  the  Bank,  ought  not  to  affect,  in  any  man- 
Aer,  the  supervisory  power  of  Government  over  the 
Bank  and  its  concerns.  I'his  po»er  ought  to  be  the  on. 
ly  connexion  of  the  Government  with  it. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  recapltuUting  the  points  he  had 
advanced,  and  again  pressinj;  the  enquiry,  whether  it 
was  meet  and  becoming  that  Governmeat,  when  asked  to 
^rant  a  charter  for  a  corporate  body,  f  hould,  at  that  ve< 

time,  hold  a  large  pecuniary  interest  in  ttiat  corpora- 
lion  i  Ubjections,  be  was  aware»  might  possib^  be  urg- 
ed to  the  plan  he  suggested,  but  these  would  receive, 
he  knew,  when  presented  to  the  House,  all  that  conu- 
Jeiaitioa  to  which  lliey  were  entitled,  and  the  question 
be  decided  on  with  due  delib.eration. 

A  second  reading  of  the  resolution  was  called  fbr*  and 
il  iirn  again  read;  when 

Mr.  BAHBOUR  ag^  rose  to  add  a  suggestion  which 
Ii£  had  omitted  when  last  up  t  nrbicb  was,  that,  from  in- 
formation, it  appeared  probable  to  14m  that  there  would 
at  this  time  be  a  great  facility  in  effecting  the  proposed 
sale  Uirough  the  meiuts  of  the  United  States*  stock  which 
was  tu  be  redeemed,  (though  he  did  not  profess  to  be 
jntiniateljr  acquainted  with  tlie  state  of  matters  on  cliange) 
it  was  very  probable  tliat  many  of  the  holdert  of  the 
|HibIic  stock  would  take  that  of  the  Bank  in  exchange, 
M  the  advanced  price. 

Mr.  McDUFKtB  (a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
IVays  and  Means)  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  at  tliis  time 
with  a  view  tu  oppose  the  aduption  of  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Tliat  resolution,  Ite  was 
aware,  proposed  only  an  enquiry.  But  llie  gentleman 
could  nut  but  be  conscious,  that  the  mere  discussion  of 
such  a  proposition  in  this  House,  had,  of  itself,  a  ten> 
dency  injuriously  to  disturb  the  pecuniary  relations  of 
'tlie  United  Slates  with  its  credil(»:s  and  with  the  Bank. 
'But  he  rose  principally  fur  the  purpose  of  declaring,  at 
this  time,  tliat  he  differed,  almost  entirely,  from  most  of 
the  views  which  the  genllem:in  had  taken  of  the  finan- 
icial  interests  invulveil  in  the  proposition  j  tbuugh.it  was 
IMMiible  he  might  not  differ  from  lum  ao  widely  as  to 
llieir  resulL  Ue  would  now  advert  to  but  one  or  two 
facts.  As  to  tttt  profit  to  accrue  to  the  United  Slates 
from  the  proposed  sale,  the  gentleman  must  certuinly, 
from  his  experience  in  the  Rscal  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try, he  aware,  thu  if  the  Government  shall  suddenly 
liring  into  tlie  money  market  au  amount  of  seven  mil. 
lions  of  United  States'  Bank  Stock,  instead  of  selling  at 
125  per  cent,  it  wotild  nut  produce  105  per  cent.  'The 
effect  of  such  an  influx  of  slock  could  not  but  be  very 
^reat.  As  long  as  there  is  a  National  Dank,  an  institu- 
tion which  has  necessarily  so  important  ait  effect  on  the 
currency  of  the  Nation,  the  Guvernmcnt  cught  certain- 
ly to  possess  a  control  over  it ;  but  there  was  nothing 
which  would  render  that  control  efficient,  but  its  hold- 
ing *  Ui^  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank,  lie  made 
Vot.  IV.— 53 


these  remarks  not  in  anticipation  of  the  argument  on 
the  resolution,  but  mainly  to  the  end  that  the  country 
might  know  that  the  views  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  expressed  were  not  acquiesced  in  as  the  views 
of  this  Housv,  on  that  important  subject. 

Mr.  GORHAM  deprecated  the  going  abroad  of  an  im- 
pression that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
doubted  the  policy  of  its  continuing  to  hold  stock  in  the 
National  Dank.  The  very  notion  tliat  the  Government 
was  disposed  to  part  with  its  portion  of  that  stock,  and 
to  throw  seven  millions  of  it  into  market,  would  be  a 
virtual  proclamation  to  all  the  world,  that  it  was  not  their 
hiterest  to  buy  into  the  Bank.  The  veiy  moment  the 
Government  shall  attempt  such  a  sale,  the  greater  part, 
if  not  the  whole  of  the  present  advance  in  the  price 
that  stock  will  be  at  an  end.  Some  gentlemen  recollect 
the  history  of  the  sale  of  the  Government's  stock  in  the 
old  bank.  When  that  took  place,  there  was  a  univer- 
sal  belief  that  the  ehartcr  of  die  bank  would  be  renew- 
ed,  or  rather  extended,  and  that  the  same  propritton 
would  have  tlie  privilege  of  stibscribing  into  the  new 
bank — but  that  expectation  was  sadty  disappointed  t 
the  bank  was  suffered  to  expire,  and  four  or  five  years 
to  elapse  before  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  was 
granted.  The  sale  of  the  stock  was  recommended,  in. 
deed,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury— but  it  was 
bought  and  sold  under  the  eonftdent  befief  that  the  char, 
ler  would  be  continued,  and  the  old  stockhohlen  have  a 
privilege  of  buying  into  the  new  bank.  The  principal 
holders  then,  as  now,  resided  in  Europe— they  all  had  this 
expectation,  uid  were  all  deceived.  And,  at  this  day,  it 
is  idle  to  talk  of  dispowng,  in  this  country,  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  the  United  States'  Bank  Stock.  We  must  rely 
on  capitalists  abroad.  Those  men  have,  at  present,  hill 
confidence  in  the  permanence  of  both  our  moneved  and 
political  inititutions :  but  could  they  suppose  that  yo»i 
were  about  to  desert  this  bank  as  you  deserted  the  Stocfc- 
hi^ders  in  the  former  one,  great,  indeed,  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  price  of  tlie  stock.  When  the  present 
bank  was  incorporated,  there  was  a  general  uodersUnd- 
ing  that  the  Goventmcnt  were  to  be  permanent  stock- 
holders in  it— no  man  felt  a  doubt  on  the  subject. 
Should  it  happen  otherwise,  the  consequence  in  the 
stock  market  would  be  serious  indeed-  Why  should  the 
Goveniment  renounce  its  interest  ia  tlie  bank  ?  They 
have  great  advantage  from  retaining  it.  They  have  a 
strong  hold  upon  that  institution— they  appwnt  five  of 
its  Directors.  But  who  ever  doubted  tliat  such  a  pn- 
vilege  was  consented  to  on  the  vfty  ground  that  they 
were  also  to  bold  a  large  amount  of  its  stock  .*  This  is, 
in  fiwt,  Uie  oidy  true  ground  of  their  control  over  it— 
for  it  would  strike  the  mind  of  the  American  People  most 
uiifavondily,  to  see  Government  assuming  snch  a  power 
over  what,  if  the  genllema.i*s  proposition  were  to  suc- 
ceed, would  be  mere  private  property.  G-  "«* 
cltuled  with  moving  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  BARBOUK  expressed  his  cheerful  assent,  not  be- 
ing disposed  to  press  such  a  matter  Kaaiily,  and 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  aecordinipy. 


FamaT,  DscEMBEn  14,  1827. 

The  Speaker  presented  amemori*!  of  sundry  citizens 
of  lite  City  of  Philadelphia,  setting  Ibtth  that  at  a  General 
Election  in  October,  1826,  in  the  State  of  Pennqplv«nM» 
for  members  of  Congress,  upon  counting  the  votes  "in 
the  reguhu>  Congrewional  ballot  boxes,"  there  was  found 
to  be  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  John  Sergeant  and 
Henry  Horn,  upon  which  it  was  declared  that  no  choice 
had  been  matle  :  that  in  counting  the  votes  contwned  m 
the  "  Coroners  and  other  boxes,  there  was  found  a  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  of  Henry  Horn,  overand  above  those 
given  lorJobn  Sei^aat."   Under  these  cuxum»t»nces, 
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the  memorialists  submit  to  the  consideratiyn  of  the  Hoiise 
"Uie  propriety  of  instituting  an  iiivcstig-ntlon  into  the 
premises,  and  of  deciding  the  important  quealion,  wheth- 
er by  design;  accident,  or  neglect,  of  the  In-'pectorg  or 
Judges  of  an  Eleciiun,  in  misplacing,  or  stiflering  the 
votes  of  an  elector  to  be  misplaced,  they  may  (lisfrauchise 
Ibe  elector,  penrert  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  utir  countrj',  and  render  nugatory 
the  inestimabte  right  of  election."  The  memoriallats  **  sub- 
mit the  opinion  tliat  no  sttbscqiient  election  can  in  any 
manner  affect  the  important  principle  intolred  in  tbc 
first." 

lilts  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Klec* 
tions. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  tlie  House  the  following 
letter. 

Dkcehbxk  13,  1827. 
Sim:  I  have  received  from  the  Clerk  an  order  of  the 
House  requiring  me  te  serve  on  the  Conunittec  of  Ways 
andHeani. 

From  some  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  that  Com- 
mittee,  acquired  during  six  years*  experience  in  the 
Chair,  I  am  tlioronglily  pursuaded  of  my  inability  to  dis- 
cliarge  them  (in  niy  present  very  feeble  state  of  hcaUhJ 
with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  myself,  or  advantage  to 
Oie  public.  I  therefore  respectfully  pray  to  be  excused 
from  aerving. 

1  am,  with  high  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  liANUOLPlI,  of  Ruanoke. 
To  Akdkkw  SnyAxaoK,  F,sq. 

Speaker  of  the  Ilouae  pf  licpa.  of  {he  U.  Slalca. 
The  letter  being  read,  the  question  was  put,  "Will 
the  House  excuse  Mr.  ItiKDau>H  trom  acrving  on  tiie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
And  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  McDUFFlBtlien  moved  that  a  member  be  ap- 
pointed of  the  cominittcct  so  thatthesaiuebe  comptete; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

MosDi^T.  Dec.  17,  1S27. 

The  whole  of  this  day  was  taken  up  in  tlie  presentation 
of  petitions,  and  resolutions  of  inquiry,  and  in  referring 
them  to  Committees. 


Thdbsoat,.  Dev.  18,  1827. 
lUGllT  OF  SUFFRAGE  IN  FLOKlUA. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  Committee  on  tlic  IV-mtoricst 
to  which  was  refen-ed  a  memoriut  of  citizens  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, reported  a  bill  to  secure  to  certain  inliahitanis  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  right  of  voting  at  elecliyns, 
and  to  idler  the  time  of  holding  Ute  scssious  of  tlie  Legis- 
lative Council  of  ficrida. 

Mr.  STRONG  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Hou»  would 
consent  that  this  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  accompanied  this  request  by  a 
few  remarks  exphinatory  of  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
bill ;  which  was  a  copy  of  one  reported  by  the  same  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session,  but  lobt  in  the  Senate,  lor  want 
of  time  to  coiwder  it.  It  had  two  objects  only  ;  one  was 
to  allow  certain  persons,  who  had  been  resitlcnts  of  Flor- 
ida at  the  time  of  the  ocnton  of  that  Territory  by  Sitain 
to  the  United  States,  to  vote  at  the  elections,  of  which 

firivilege  they  had  been  deprived  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
ative  Council  of  the  Territory,  whicli  ttie  council  had 
thought  themselves  authorized  and  competent  to  pass. 
The  committee  deemed  this  class  of  inhabitants  to  be  as 
much  entitled  to  the  elective  franchise,  as  others  who  cx- 
erciied  that  privilege,  and  he  doubud  not  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  the  Comouttce  u  opinion.  'Hie  other 


object  of  the  bill  was  to  change  the  lime  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  cotinci),  from  October  to  December.  He 
knew  of  no  objections  to  the  Inll,  and  presumed  mnie  ex. 
iated. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  its  third  reKKng  to- 
morrow, without  being  committed. 

Mr.  BAKTLETTsuhmitted  the  following  : 

Heaaliied,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  to 
be  paid  to  the  Cummisnoners  of  the  Navy  Ilospitab,  Mich 
sum  OS  may  be  ihie  to  the  Navy  Ho^ital  Fund,  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States 

Mr.  BARTLBTT  accompanied  the  resolution  with 
some  explanatory  statements — fi-om  which  it  appeared, 
that,  in  Uie  year  1798,  a  fund  for  1\k  erection  of  Marine 
Hospitals  was  raised  by  means  of  a  deduction  from  the 
pay  of  the  ofhcers  and  men  of  the  Naval  servke.  In 
succeeding  years  a  simitar  arrangement  took  pUce  *gm,'.a 
—and  the  aums  thus  raised  had  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, where  they  remained  until  1811.  when  the  Secreta- 
ries of  the  Navy,  of  War,  and  of  the  Treasury,  were  cre- 
ated a  Board  ot'  Commissioners  for  the  Navy  Hospital 
l-*und,  and  made  a  report  to  Congress  on  that  subject. 
From  a  recent  report  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that  a  ba- 
lance of  two  hundred  and  uxly-lwo  thousand  dollars  is 
still  due  froiA  the  Treasury  to  this  fiind.  CongrcM  veie 
called  upon,  at  tlie  last  session,  to  avail  themsefvesof  tlut 
balance  for  the  objects  intended,  but  nothing  had  been 
done.  In  the  mean  while,  various  works  had  been  pro> 
Jected  and  commenced,  and  were  now  in  a  st^te  which  re- 
quired the  application  of  a  further  sum  for  their  compto> 
tiou.    The  resolution  was  -  thcreuiioii  adopted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonwder  the  following  re- 
Bolution  moved  yesterday  by  Hr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ten- 
nessee : 

"  Reiohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiiini  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  praclicabil. 
ity  of  establishing  some  mode  by  which  all  the  Indiana 
East  of  the  MisHissippi  Kiver  may  be  immediately  and 
gradually  removed  beyond  or  West  of  said  Uiver,  and  a 
sufficiency  of  land  attached  to  each  tribe,  and  secured  to 
Bucti  tribe  or  tribes,  with  the  sovereignly  or  right  of  soilf 
in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  that  the 
right  of  domain  is  secure<t  to  the  respective  Stales  of  the 
Union  ;  and  there  to  establish  a  TLrritorial  Government 
over  them,  of  the  same  kind,  and  regulated  by  the  same 
rules,  that  the  Territories  of  the  United  Slates  arc  now 
governed  i  aild  that,  if  the  said  Committee  cannot  devise 
any  pbin  tliat  sliall  be  just  and  magnanimous  on  the  pact 
ofthe  United  States,  to  attain  that  eiic^  that  they  aliall  then 
inquire  into  the  right  and  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  And  municipal  regulations  of  the  United  States,  and, 
also,  of  the  seveml  States  wherein  said  Indians  reside,  over 
them." 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  FORT,  a  resolution  offered  a 
few  days  ngu  by  Mr.  LvxrKiv,  on  the  the  same  sobjecta 
was  react  :  Whereiipuii, 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Tennessee,  observed,  that  it  had 
not  been  his  intention  to  trouble  the  llctisc  with  a  single 
remark  In  support  of  the  resolution  he  lud  had  the  honor 
to  offer,  nor  should  he  now  trpubte  them  lung.  Tiie  re- 
solution of  the  member  from  Georgia,  although  on  the 
same  general  subject  with  his  own,  did  not  embrace  more 
than  a  single  one  of  the  many  and  important  pcwnta  em- 
braced in  the  latter,  and  whicli  he  had  bcuii  desirous  for 
years  lo  bring  forward,  and  have  presented  to  the  atten- 
tion of  this  House.  He  could  not  but  coiiMdcr  many  of 
these  propositions  of  great  intrinsic  iinporlancc.  When 
that  reoplc,  whose  Iteprcsentatives  now  held  seals  with- 
in Uiia  Ilall,  ru«t  came  over  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic, 
those  to  whom  this  resolution  refers,  were  the  wigioal 
inhabitants  and  lords  of  the  soil  By  the  p^uu  en- 
croachments ofthe  white  settlers,  they  had  been  drrreo 
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back  rrom  tlie  coast,  uitil  their  territory  hiul  been  almost 
brought  to  a  state  of  nothingness.    It  was,  inilevd,  true, 
lliat  some  among  them  were  possessed  of  great  wealtli ; 
but  the  rest,  who  formed  tlie  great  body  of  tlieir  tribes, 
were  in  the  most  wretclied,  abject,  nnd  destructive  con- 
dition in  wbicli  poor  wretches  could  possibly  be.    In  the 
year  1808^  Hr.  Jefleraon,  whose  guardian  care  over  evcty 
c(|ts  of  our  txmulation  was  equidled  only  by  the  expan- 
sion of  bis  pniloflophic  mind,  was  the  first  to  turn  his  at- 
tention to  the  condition  of  these  unhappy  People.  lie 
revolved  their  stxte  in  his  capacious  understanding,  and. 
the  philanthropic  result  was  an  attempt  to  provide  every 
practicable  relief  for  their  wretched  circumstances.  He 
cmiaed  them  to  be  funiiabed  with  agricultural  implements, 
«nd  with  the  Tarious  races  of  domestic  aniinak  i  he  ena- 
bled tliem,  also,  to  avail  thenrtselves  of  the  hpiiidle  and 
the  loom,  by  which  their  women  might  be  clothed,  and 
their  comforts  greatly  increased.    Uy  tlieac  measures  of 
that  great  and  benevolent  man,  many  of  the  savage  Ear- 
ners which  withheld  them  from  the  blestings  of  civiliza- 
lion  were  removed,  and  their  condition  was  gi-eatly  ame!i'> 
»ted.    But,  though  much  had  been  doite,  their  situation 
fllill  required  that  more  should  yet  be  done.    Every  sue- 
cesssire  Administration  had  done  something  to  aid  the 
benevolent  design.   But  still,  the  maiis  of  !liese  unfortu 
nate  peoi^e  had  groaned  under  the  most  deitpotlc  of  ul) 
<!overnment!i,  and  the  bondage  of  their  savage  rulers  still 
continued  to  hold  tliem  in  an  iron  grasp.  Their  situation 
called  for  our  sympathy,  not  for  a  vindictive  spirit  whicJi 
luiugbt  their  destruction.   For  himself  (Hr.  M.  haid)  his 
«bject  by  tliis  resolutitm  was  not  to  remove  them  to  the 
wiJds,  and  there  send  Ihcm  back  to  their  hunting  slate  j 
but  to  place  tliem  in  a  condition  where  they  might  gia- 
-   dually  participate  in  the  benefits  of  civilizaiian-  1'lieir 
land,  said  Mr.  ht,  I  covet  not ;  wc  have  had  enough  of  it; 
but  the  possession  of  their  lands,  should  they  contiinie  to 
hold  them,  will  prove  an  injury  to  themselven,  as  u  t  il  as 
Id  those  in  tbeir  vicinity.   As  tbey  are  now  situnieO, 
their  condition  resembles  that  of  a  person  taking  a  slow 
{MHsoii,  wlucb  must,  ere  long,  destroy  him.    lie  trusted 
they  would  not  be  destroyed,  lie  kne'w  that  their  prt-scr- 
vatioiiy  their  civilization,  and  th^  general  amelioration  of 
their  state,  was  the  ardent  desire  of  the  humane  through- 
out the  Union.    In  their  present  siliiation,  they  were  un- 
prepared  to  receive  the  blessings  of  social  order  ;  and  if 
you  drive  Uiem,  said  Mr.  M.  into  the  wiklerDess,  without 
uy  protecting  and  preserving  arm  extended  over  them, 
wdl  It  not  be  like  leading  these  unltappy  beings  into  one 
«pot  and  there  destroying  them  t 

I  repeat  tliat  tlie  object  of  my  resolution  is  not  lucre  ; 
k  is  the  good  of  the  Indiana,  aiid  not  their  lands  that  I 
neek.  Hicy  never  can  be  free,  intelligent,  and  indepen- 
<lentt  viiile  their  present  cruel  masters  lord  it  over  tlient. 
"Wiiicb  of  you  would  be  willing,  calmly  to  stand  by  while 
some  misenble  man  was  takme  poison,  and  not  snatch 
(he  imXnl  cup  from  his  lips  ?  Who  among  us  would  see 
the  self  murderer  with  die  knife  ready  in  his  hand,  and 
just  about  to  plunge  it  in  his  own  breast,  and  not  snatch 
the  deadly  weapon  from  his  grasp  ?  I  am  sure  there  is 
none.  And  shall  we  not  act  with  the  same  caution  to- 
ward tbeso  children  of  the  forest  that  we  would  with  the 
miserable  micida '  la  it  our  duty  to  consult  their  will  in 
weh  a  matter  '  What  on  be  the  result  of  consulting 
the  ignorant,  but  tgnMance  in  their  determination  ? 
Tbete  poor  beings  are  incapable  of  understanding  their 
own  true  interest,  or  choosing  what  will  be  most  for  their 
benefit  I.et  us  act  for  them — let  us  promote  their  union 
in  a  place  where  they  will  be  protected  from  intruders, 
and  eiuoy^  the  benefit  of  aome  syttem  of  Governineiit. 
The  roaming  man  of  tlw  forest  will  never  be  truly  free 
till  he  has  learned  to  submit  himself  to  proper  le^jl  re-' 
strainta— be  must  do  what  our  fathers  did— tie  must  give 
VP  a  |ioHion  of  his  sange  liberty  to  secure  that  part  of 


it  which  will  best  promote  his  lisppiness.  Of  what  nature 

the  government  shall  be  under  wnich  these  People  are  to 
be  placed,  1  am  far  from  attempting  to  dictate.^  That 
will  be  for  the  mature  consideration  of  the  Committee  to 
whom  my  resolution  may  be  referred,  and  for  the  solemn 
deci«on  of  tliis  House.    What  1  want  is  to  remove  them 
at  once  from  tlie  avariciaus  gripe  of  those  who  can  never 
be  satisfied  with  seizing  upon  their  hunting  grounds  and 
half  cnltivated  fields— I  wish  to  have  the  soil  of  tlieir  new 
abode  secured  to  them  as  firmly  aaUiatof  any  of  the 
States  is  confirmed  to  their  white  possessors :  bo  that  the 
idea  ofholding  councils,  as  they  are  called,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cheating  them  out  of  their  lands,  may  no  more  be 
heanl  to  disgrace  these  Halla— I  say  disgrace  them  :  for 
surely  it  is  disgrace  to  tlie  Government  and  to  the  Na- 
tion, to  treat  these  people  as  if  they  were  independent 
nations,  while  they  live  among  us  in  the  powerless  and 
miserable  condition  in  which  they  are  now  found.  But 
give  (hem  a  region  of  their  own — give  them  a  suitable 
flovcrnmcnt — and -soon  they  will  begin  to  feel  the  benij^rf 
influence  of  law — soon  they  will  be  prepared  to  become 
an  integral  part  of  tlie  American  People.  Till  you  secure 
them  a  firm  nossession  of  the  soil,  it  is  in  vain  that  ^ou 
endeavor  to  improve  their  state— 4o  long  as  the  whites 
may  claim  and  take  from  them  the  possession  of  their 
soil,  they  never  can  become  eflectually  and  permanently 
civilized.    It  is  the  right  of  soil  which  wilt  attach  them 
to  their  improvements— wil!  attach  them  to  their  Govern- 
ment, and  will  soften  gradually  and  refine  their  whole 
condition.   But  then  they  must  be  furnished  with  a  sys- 
tem of  education— not  a  mere  elementary  plan  of  giving 
them  the  A,  «,  C,  but  Universities   and  Colleges, 
where  they  may  advance  themselves  ii)  science.  They 
must  have  manufactunng  establishments^  for  the  cultiva- 
tion and  exei-ciae  of  tlieir  native  ingenuity  ;  in  a  word, 
whatever  their  gradual  improvement  may-require.    It  is 
byiKlopting  a  plan  like  this,  and  by  that  alone,  that  you 
will  get  clear  of  those  ditTiculiie's  which  Georgia,  which 
Alabama,  which  Mississippi,  which  Missouri,  which  North 
Carolina,  and  many  oilier  States,  have  in  turn  bad  to  en- 
counter.   Let  U8  extend  to  them  the  hand  of  mercy,  and- 
not  use  the  powerfid  arm  of  Gnverumefit  merely  to  put 
them  out  of  our  way,  and  there  let  them  perish.    Mr.  M. 
conclude<\  with  expressing  iiis  tnist  that  the  humanity  of 
tlic  House  would  forbid  their  rejecting  a  resolution  such 
as  that  he  had  the  honor  now  to  lay  before  them.    As  to 
the  Ksolution  of  his  friend  from  Georgis,  that  gentleman 
had  consulted  with  him,  and  was  not  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, nowofiered.  TTiegenllcman's  resolution, asfar  as  it 
went,  was  unexceptionable,  but  it  stopped  short  uf  his 
motive  in  offering  it. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from  . 
Tennessee  had  misunderstood  him,  if  he  sapposed  that 
the  resolution  he  had  offere<l  slopped  sbMt  of  his  motive. 
This  was  not  the  fact.  It  embraced  all  he  had  intended 
now  to  propose  j  but  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
went  much  farther— the  chief  difference  between  ll\em 
lying  in  this  that,  while  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  gone  a  certain 
length  which  he  deemed  expedient  on  tliia  very  impor- 
tant and  interesting  subject,  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see liad  prepared  a  plan  which  seemed  to  bun  to  reach 
half  a  centuiy  ahead.    He  did  not,  however,  object  to  it. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  observed,  that,  as  it  was  merely  a 
resolution  of  inquirv,  it  did  not  commit  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted.  He  thought  the  consid- 
erations involved  by  it  were  such  aa  mast  weigh  heavily 
on  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  in  that  House.  When 
they  look  into  view  the  anomalous  condition  of  iheao  de- 
caying tribes,  and  the  very  imperfect  rights  which  they 
enjoyed  while  placed  under  what  was  called  the  protect- 
ing arm  of  the  (lovernment,  he  was  persuaded  gentlemen 
would  Dgrce  with  him  that  their  condition  was  one  which 
rcquireif  to  be  most  carefully  looked  inty>  and  to  be  cle- 
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vated  by  every  means  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  miy 
be  able  to  devise.  It  called  for  all  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  all  lhat  discussion  in  the  Mouse  which  their 
report  might  be  expected  to  call  forth.  On  such  a  subject, 
every  resolution  that  su^esied  any  new  idea  toward  the 
amelioratioa  and  relief  of  those  unfortunate  people,  in 
reUgion,  in  politics,  or  in  any  feature  of  their  social  exist- 
enoe,  ought,  certainly,  to  be  regarded  with  favor.  The 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Geei^  embraced  the 
subject  in  its  general  aspect — but  that  now  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  more  particular  and 
definite,  and  directed  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
distinct  objects,  and  tliose  of  tlie  higbeat  importance.  He 
booed  it  tt  oiikl  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  Uken,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
MITCHELL  was  «dopted. 

llie  House  a^oumed. 


Wbvhbsvat,  Dbcekbsb  19, 1827. 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterday  by  Mr. 
BaBTiBTT,  came  up  for  consideration  : 

*'  Stride  out  the  following  rule  : 

'Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave, 
or  by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  repoK  of  a  commit- 
tee {  and,  in  eitlier  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the  same 
shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  nature,  one 
day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  the  motion  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  and  every  such  motion  may  be  comnulted.' 

**  And  snbstitute  the  following: 

■  No  bill  shall  be  introduced  except  upon  the  report  of 
a  committee.' " 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  UASSEI'T  made  some  observations  in  opposition 
to  its  adoption,'  and  on  tlie  general  inexpediency  oi  chang- 
ing Bules  of  Order,  which  have  been  long  tried,  and 
found  efFectual  for  their  object,  for  new  ones  of  an  equl 
vocal  utility. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  spoke  in  reply,  disclaiming  any  par- 
ticular anxiety  for  the  adoption  of  the  nde  he  had  intro- 
duced,  having  been  led  to  propose  it  mainly  trom  observ- 
ing the  inconvenieitce  which  had  recently  been  experi- 
enced from  the  operation  of  thut  now  in  existence.  It 
had  received  very  different  constructions  ;  and,  if  it  was 
intended  to  be  so  understood  as  to  admit  the  introduction 
of  bills  into  the  House,  which  had  been  submitted  to  no 
committee  of  the  House,  he  was  certainly  of  opinion  it 
oi^^ht  immediately  to  be  repealed.  If  it  was  t't  be  inter- 
preted the  other  way,  then,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
new  rule,  and  the  only  diiference  would  be  that  the  lat- 
ter expressed  in  simple  and  direct  language,  what  was 
now  expressed  in  obscure  and  dubious  terms. 

Mr.  BASSETT  now  delirered  his  views  more  at  length 
and  inuated  on  the  practical  inconvenience  which  would 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  new  rule  ;  circumstances 
might  eanly  occur  in  which  there  would  be  a  great  ex- 
pediency in  having  a  bill  introduced  without  any  delay:  i' 
Uiis  rule  were  adopted,  the  committees  must  have  leave 
to  nt  during  the  sittings  of  the  House,  which  miglit  often 
be  rery  inconvenient  {  and  yet,  if  this  leave  were  refus- 
ed, much  delay  must  be  sustained.  If  the  rule  were  per- 
mitted to  stand  in  its  present  form,  the  mover  and  second- 
er of  the  motion  fur  leave  tu  introduce  a  bill,  would  be 
practically  considered  as  a  committee  to  introduce  it 
and  though  the  rule  requires  a  day's  previous  notice  of 
such  motion  for  leave,  yet,  when  there  was  need  of  ex- 
pedition, this  part  of  the  rule  might  be  dispensed  with 
for  the  occasion.    He  could  see  no  obscurity  in  the  lan- 

rge  of  the  rule,  and  hoped  it  would  not  be  exchanged 
one  which  was  against  all  Parliamentary  usage. 
Mr.  8.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  thou^it,  thai,  though 
the  existing  rule  was  not  absolutely  obscure,  yet  it  wu^ 


n  its  operation,  certainly  deceptive.  For  he  beKercd 
that  no  new  member  would  biow  or  believe,  from  Ms 
slight  perusal,  that  he  nught,  individually,  introduce  • 
bill  into  the  House  whenever  he  could  get  leave.  Tet 
such  was  the  hct.  He  contended  that  a  bill  thua  intx<o> 
duced  must,  under  tlie  present  rule,  take  the  courae  of 
a  bill  reported  by  a  committee.  This  wa^  indeed,  tbe 
)raetice  in  some  of  Ae  States  ;  it  was  so  in  the  Stat«  of 
>7ew  York.  [Here  he  stated  minutely  the  practice  whicdi 
obtains  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State.]  But  if  a.  b»U 
introduced  on  leave  must  afterwards  go  to  a  committee, 
and  that  committee  have  power  to  revise,  alter,  aad  rc- 
moCafy  it,  what  advantage  did  the  mover  ^aio  by  leareto 
intnouce  a  bill  more  ttuui  a  mere  resolution  '  And  what 
>ractical  use  was  there  In  the  rule  t  For  himsd(  ke  wm 
riendly  to  the  new  rule,  but  suggested  to  the  gentlenuM 
from  Kew  Hampshire,  to  introduce  into  it  the  words  **  hf 
order  of  the  House,"  from  the  present  rule.  With  tli^ 
addition  the  riile  would  be  simple,  intdligible»  and  ada^ 
ed  to  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STRONG  was  opposed  to  ahrogating  the  present 
rule  )  the  practical  advantage  at  which  file  contended 
was  this  :  that  it  enabled^  member  to  introduce  the  sub- 
ject-matter on  which  he  desu>ed  the  action  of  the  House, 
not  merely  in  a  general  form,  as  was  done  by  a  re—ln- 
tion,  but  in  a  more  particular  and  detailed  form,  if  be 
might  think  that  most  expedient.  But  then  the  pnctice 
under  the  rule  ought  to  be,  that,  when  a  bill  is  introduc- 
ed by  a  member  on  leave,  and  Uken  to  Ute  Clerk's  table, 
it  ought  not  there  to  receive  its  first  and  secmd  reading, 
but  to  be  immediately  referred  to  one  of  the  standai^ 
committees  of  the  House,  or  to  a  select  committee.  Thus 
the  whole  object  of  the  mover  would  be  attained.  Be 
would  present  the  subject  to  a  committee  of  the  House 
in  that  particular  form  which  he  considered  mopt  advan- 
tageous. But  if  an  opposite  practice  sliould  prevBil, 
and  a  b'dl  introduced  by  a  menuier  on  leave,  is  to  be 
treated  as  if  it  had  been  reported  by  a  committee,  this 
consequence  would  follow,  that  speeches  would  be  im- 
mediately in  order  on  a  subject  just  presented  for  the 
first  time  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  premature  de- 
bate enaue  before  due  opportunity  had  been  aflbrded  for 
deliberation.  If  tliia  latter  is  actually  tiie  true  construc- 
tion of  the  present  rule,  he  thMight  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed t  ifnot,  it  had  better  stand  salt  is. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  of  opinion  that  tiie  rule  ought  net 
to  be  altered.  The  House,  as  a  Parliamentary  body,  could 
not,  he  said,  act  by  any  individual  member,  but  muA  act 
by  a  committee,  and  contended  that,  under  the  rule  as  it 
at  present  stood,  no  bill  could  be  introduced  except  by  a 
committee.  Mr.  A.  qtated  the  two  modes  by  wbicli  a 
bill  could  now  be  brought  in,  either  by  leave  granted,  or 
by  an  order  of  the  House.  In  the  former  case,  the  com- 
mittee bad  discretionary  power  over  the  bill  t  in  the  lat- 
ter, it  has  none  whatever.  But  if  a  mere  member  of  the 
House  may,  on  leave,  bring  in  any  bill  which  suits  hia 
particular  views,  and  that  bill  must  of  necesrity  pass  io*- 
mediately  to  its  first  and  second  reading,  all  sound  Itrgia- 
Ution  would  be  at  an  end.  He  thouglu  the  amendment 
of  the  rule  was  not  only  superfluous,  but  would  be  pod- 
tively  injurious.  It  would  Uke  away  one  of  the  modes 
at  present  open  for  the  introduction  of  bills,  and  leave 
but  one  only.  If  it  was  to  be  adopted,  he  hoped  the 
mover  would  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  8.  WoosJ  »ith  which  modification  the 
two  modes  would  still  remain  as  at  present. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  if  he  had  not  before  been  con* 
vinced  of  the  expediency  of  the  alteration,  he  should 
now  be  so  I  for,  of  the  four  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
in  reference  to  the  present  rule,  no  (wo  i^ed  in  their 
interpretation  of  it.  Here  Mr.  B.  recapitulated,  and  com- 
pared the  views  which  had  been  advanced,  and  insisted 
on  the  expediency  uf  the  ahcratitm  he  had  proposed. 
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He  was 'entirely  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  billt  "  by 
order  of  tbe  House/*  and  eontended  that  if  neh  mode 
•hould  erer  be  neccnary,  ft  nuiit  be  laKty*  when  the 
rule  m^ht,  fbr  the  occasion,  be  suspended.  Mr.  B.  Mat. 
ed  his  precise  object  to  be,  to  get  rid  of  all  DPOdes  of 
bringing  in  bills  but  one  only . 

Mr.  MARVIN,  of  New  Y(h-1c,  opposed  the  adoption  of 
a  new  rule,  but  contended  tliat  neitlier  of  tbe  gentlemen 
had  stated  with  entire  ewrcctnas  tbe  true  construction 
of  tbe  present  One.  The  rule  was  copied  almost  verba- 
tim from  that  adopted  by  the  Britirii  House  of  Commons, 
Mid  bad  found  its  way  into  almost  every  leg^atire  body 
in  the  Union,  and  time  sufficient  had  eUpsMl  to  establiui 
a  just  cohstniction  of  iL  Tbe  ordinary  mode  by  wliich 
a  member  introduces  any  matter  to  the  notice  and  con- 
ndetation  of  tbe  House,  is  by  asking  that  it  may  be  r^ 
fcrred  to  one  of  the  eomnitteea,  to  report  on  the  expe. 
^Hency  of  introducing  a  biU.  This  request  is  ordinarily 
granted,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  House  relying 
on  the  judgment  of  its  oommittees,  who  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion in  the  raster.  This  was  the  ordinary  mode  ;  but 
tlut  proTided  for  by  the  standing  rule,  is  extraordinary, 
n  b  adapted  to  eztntotdinary  cases  wbfch  may  arise :  mt 
it  might  Kappen  that  a  member  was  desirous  of  submitting 
some  matter  on  which  he  was  confident  of  having  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  in  its  favor,  although  a  majority  of  the 
regular  committee  to  which  it  would  nave  to  be  referred 
might-  be  opposed  to  it.  This  was  a  case  for  the  opera- 
tion qS  tbe  rule.  In  this  case  the  member  ^ves  notice 
that  he  will,  on  a  day  certain,  as4c  leave  to  introduce  a 
biH  OD  that  subject.  If  the  House  grants  the  leave,  it 
takes  the  discretion  out  of  tbe  liands  of  a  committee,  and 
assumes  it  for  itsetf  i  and  tbe  understanding  is,  that  tlie 
bill  shall  in  its  scope  agree  with  the  leading  views  of  the 
member  who  introduces  it.  That  member  does  not,  or- 
(linarily,  bring  in  a  bill  written  out  at  length,  but  merely 
pvcs  an  outline  of  what  he  desires.  Of  an  advantage 
uke  tiiis,  be  would  not  have  members  depriTcd,  as  they 
nuat  be,    the  new  rule  prevail. 

Mr.  MERCBB  tfaouriit  tlie  gentleman  last  up  bad  nus* 
taken  the  proviMons  of  tbe  rule  for  the  practice  of  the 
House.  Tlie  htter  he  had  correctly  stated,  but  the  rule 
as  it  stood  did  not  sanction  such  a  procedure.  Mr.  M. 
here  recapitulated  the  only  three  cases  in  which  this  rule 
had  been  called  into  (^ration  .for  these  ten  yeara  past, 
and  contended  that  tfie  preservation  of  a  rule  of  so  tittle 
pTBctical  use,  could  not  b«  a  very  important  matter.  Mr. 
M.  then  went  into  an  argument  lo  shew  that  a  bill,  intro- 
duced by  leave,  was  to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
that  such  committee  possessed  discretionary  power  over 
it,  and  instated  that,  in  practice,  there  was  no  diffVrence 
between  this  mode  and  tliat  of  referring  a  resolution  to 
»  select  committee.  There  was  no  advantage  gained  by 
H  to  the  member  a^ng  leave,  and  it  WM  m  effect  use- 
less. 

'  Mr.  M.,  after  a  courteous  compliment  to  the  Speaker, 
veforred  the  embarrassment  which  had  taken  place  a  day 
or  two  since,  in  the  application  of  this  rule,  to  the  Speak- 
eHa  tamiliarity  witti  the  practice  in  the  Vn^nia  House  of 
'  Delegate*,  where  any  individual  was  permitted  to  intro- 
diiee  a  bill  on  his  own  responsibility  ;  but  such  was  not 
tfae  practice  of  this  House.  If  tbe  rule  were  abrogated, 
and  any  pressing  case  should  OMur,  a  comnuttee  might 
be  nuaed  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  BUCK  thought  the  rule  ought  to  stand.  He  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  wliu  had  advocated  it,  as 
giving  different  constructions  of  the  rule,  but  only  differ- 
ent reasons  for  tbe  same  construction.  All  seemed  to 
^pee  that  a  bill  ought  always  to  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
lee,  to  be  by-them  digested,  and  that  it  should  receive 
tbe  first  action  of  the  House  as  reported  by  them'.  In 
the  late  caae,  this  doctrine  was  virtually  sanctioned  by 
the  Hoose,  which,  on  discovering  that  a  biU  had  be«n 


twice  read  without  goine  to  a  committee,  reconsidered 
its  proeeedingn,  retraced  its  steps,  and  ordered  the  bill 
to  be  fii-st  prepared  by  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  B.  was  fnendly  to  such  a  construction  as  permitted 
a  member  to  present  bis  views  in  deuil,  if  he  wished, 
and  the  best  way  of  dmng  this  was  in  the  form  of  a  bill. 
If  the  rule  must  receive  a  construction  which  forbade 
this,  it  ought  tu  be  abolished. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  was  of  opinion  that  tather  more  impor- 
tance had  been  given  to  tiiia  matter  than  it  really  deserv- 
ed.   There  seemed  to  be  a  general  mistake  prevailing, 
in  tbe  apprehension  that,  when  leave  was  granted  under 
the  present  rule,  it  is  granted  to  an  individual  member, 
that  he  may  bring  in  a  bill.  The  fact  was  not  so.  Leave  is 
granted,  on  tbe  request  of  that  member,  that  a  bill  may  be 
brought  in  ;  but  noi,  certunly  by  lum,  indiv'idually,  but  by 
a  committee  of  ti'.e  House  It  was,  indeed,  true  that,  from 
courtesy,  it  was  always  customary  to  place  that  member 
at  the  bead  of  such  committee  as  was  raised  at  his  re- 
c|ueBt  t  but  this  was  of  courtesy,  not  Of  right — by  prac- 
tice, not  by  the  rule.   When  such  a  request  is  made,  the 
Hotise  expects  to  hear  the  reasons  why  it  ou^ht  to  be 
granted  ;  and,  when  it  is  granted,  the  proceedu^  is  only 
equivalent  lo  the  raising  a  select  committee  to  consider 
the  subject,  and  report  a  bill  upon  it    The  only  diflTer- 
ence  la^  in  lhi«  :  that  it  afforded  the  mover  an  opportu- 
nity of"^  being  placed  on  somewhat  more  conspicuous 
ground  as  the  father  of  the  measure  proposed  by  him. 
If  such  was  at  any  time  an  object  of  ambition,  (which  it 
might  very  innocently  bc,1  he  thought  a  member  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  ot  the  gratification.  Mr.  1'.  here  took 
occasion  to  observe  that  formerly  it  was  a  rare  tiling  to 
instruct  the  committees  of  this  House  in  the  d'lacharge  of 
their  dutv :  it  was  then  beReved  that  the  committees  had 
some  little  share  of  intelligence  as  to  what  that  duty  was, 
and  some  desire  of  properly  diacliarring  it ;  but,  of  late, 
the  committees  were  dealt  with  as  if  they  really  had  not 
an  idea  of  their  own — as  if  they  knew  nothing,  and  could 
do  nothing,  aave  as  they  were  instntcted  by  the  House. 
Hence  the  floods  of  resolutions  which  every  day  inundat- 
ed the  House  i  and  hence  the  contests  whether  one  ef 
these  resolutions  did  or  did  not  contain  precisely  the  same 
ides,  or  tlie  same  number  of  ideas  with  another  resolu- 
tion on  the  salne  subject,  moved  by  some  other  genUc 
man— how  fi^  it  went — and  whether  it  had  any  new  idea 
in  it.    Of  all  this,  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  nut  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood as  complaining ;  he  merely  stated  that  it  was  a 
:  novel  mode  of  dmng  the  business  (tflbe  House.  When 
be  first  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  this  body,  the  instruct- 
ing of  a  committee  was  a  thing  which  took  place  very 
rarely,  and  only  on  matters  of  very  grave  and  serious  mo- 
ment ;  and  the  resolution  fbr  so  instructing  a  committee, 
was  sometimes  the  subject  of  earnest  debate  in  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  House.   And  it  would  still  be  in  order 
to  refer  a  motion  for  leave  to  have  a  bill  introduced  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.    At  present  there  were  three 
modes  by  which  a  bill  mi^ht  be  got  before  the  House. 
The  first  was  by  a  resolution  directing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the' expediency  of  reporting  such  bill.  This 
mode  had  become  very  common.  Every  week  the  House 
passed  such  resolutions — should  be  say  without  under, 
standing  them  '  He  wouM  say,  without  giving  them  that 
attentive  and  s»ioua  connderation  which  tbe  importance 
of  many  of  them  deserved.    It  would  be  easy  to  adduce 
instances  in  proof  of  this  remark.    He  would  merely  ask 
whether  such  resolutions  were  not  often  adopted  direct* 
ing  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  doing 
what  every  member,  when  adopting  such  resolution, 
knew  to  be  impracticable  ^   During  the  short  portion  of 
the  present  session  which  bad  elapsed,  resolutions  had 
been  passed  in  reference  to  tbe  rehef  of  individuals  in 
their  private  affairs,  for  which  no  one  member  of  the 
House  would  so  much  as  think  of  yoting,  Thtt/t  remarks 
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lie  Dutde  without  intendinj^the  slightett  disrespect  to  the 

House  {  but  they  were  elicited  by  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing whiph  hfts  grown  more  and  mure  common,  and  which 
lie,  for  one,  could  not  think  w«s  a  proper  one. 

The  Bccond  mode  was  by  moving  that  one  of  tlte  stand- 
ing committees  be  directed  to  report  a  billj  or  that  a  se- 
lect committee  be  appiunted  to  du  the  same  thing.  There 
was  but  little  diHerence,  in  practice*  between  this  mode 
and  that  permitted  by  ttie  rule  in  question — which  was 
the  third  mode.  Vor  his  own  part,  he  coiild  see  no  creat 
reaaoh  for  a  change.  Let  those  who  had  devoted  them- 
selves to  a  partictiUr  subject,  by  attention  and  study,  and 
were  desirous  of  being  placed  in  a  prominent  liglit,  as  the 
])arent  of  certain  measures  which  they  deemed  important 
to  the  public  good,  be  indulged  in  this  desire,  by  being 
permitted  to  have  their  bills  introduced  on  leave.  Yet, 
from  what  had  already  transpired,  tt  must  be  apparent  to 
all  that  there  was  much  which  might  be  said  on  both 
Kides  of  the  question.  The  rule  had  stood  for  many  years: 
he  believed  it  was  among  the  earliest  adopted  by  the 
House  :  andt  In  order  to  allow  time  for  more  mature  re- 
flection b«^fi>re  it  was  abrogated,  he  would  move  to  lay 
the  resolution  proposing  a  iicw/ule,  for  the  present,  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  !t  was  laid  upon  the  table 
accordingly. 

Mr.  STOURS  rose  for  Uie  purpose  of  making  a  motion 
in  relation  to  a  bill  which  ha<l  been  inirochiced  on  leave, 
by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Linxs]  in  reference 
to  the  apportionment  ot  representation  under  the  next 
census.  That  bill  had  been  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  was  desirous  of 
giving  it  some  other  disposition  than  such  as  would  occa- 
fiion  it  to  have  its  first  (lis«us»iun  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  therefore  moved  liiat  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  he  disclui'ged  from  its  consideration,  and  that  it 
go  to  a  select  committee.  Should  this  motion  prevail,  lie 
was  desirous  that  the  select  committee  should  consist  of 
a  member  from  each  Slate  in  the  Union,  as  the  subject 
was  one  in  which  all  the  States  were  equally  interested- 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  a  select  committee  was  ia- 
dered,  to  f»>iisist  of  twenty -four  members. 

Thitudat,  Dccnan  30,  ISSMT 

BANK  or  THE  UNITED  STATTIS. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAIIBOUH,  of  Vii-ginia  moved  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  liim  some  days 
since,  and  now  lying  on  the  table  : 

"Mesolved,  Tliat  liie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the  Stock  of  the 
EAnlc  of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  held  b^  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  application  of  the  pro* 
ceeds  thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt." 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  Uie  reioliition  having  been 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  BARDOUK  rose,  and  saiil.  tliat,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  presenting  this  resolution  to  the 
House,  he  bad  accompanied  it  tiy  some  general  remarks, 
intended  only  to  convey  an  outline  of  those  views  in 
which  tlie  resolution  was  founded.  Having  uncc  un- 
derstood that  it  was  desired,  by  many  gentlemen,  that 
the  policy  of  the  measure  it  recommended  should  be 
discussed  without  delay,  and  presuming  that  the  opinion 
which  the  House  might  express  at  this  stage  of  its  con- 
sideration, was  to  be  received  as  deci^ve  of  its  future 
destiny,  it  was  his  purpose  now  to  go  Aomewhat  more 
at  lai^  into  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
fer  this  proportion  for  consideration.  But,  before  he 
presented  tliese  views,  he  woHid  take  leave  to  make  one 
or  two  passing  remarks,  wliich  he  owed  in  justice  to 
himself.    He  liad  heard  it  pretty  clearly  intimaledf  siace 


the  presentation  of  thb  resolution — hay,  he  had  atmt 
it  so  intimated— that  this  might  possibly  be  what  was  de- 
nominated a  measure  of  the  Opposition  in  this  House. 
Some  ambigua  voices  had  reached  his  ear,  which  seem- 
ed tu  imply  that,  in  bringing  forward  this  propoMtion, 
he  had  been  influenced  by  some  motive,  and  had  cher- 
ished some  norpose,  otlwr  than  those  which  had  been 
avowed ;  and  that  the  measure  he  advocated,  was  itaclf 
the  result  of  concert,  and  of  an  understanding  amoni^ 
those  who  were  denominated  the  Opposition  metabers. 
It  was  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  himaelf  to  declare, 
that,  while,  on  every  proper  occasion,  in  relation  to  tBeai- 
sures  which  mij^t  be  viewed  as  affecting  what  were  call- 
ed party  politic^  he  ihould  opeiUy,  fnuiBly,  and  feariew* 
ly  express  the  oniniona  which  he  really  entertained,  and 
should,  as  openly,  as  ftvnkly,  and  as  fearlessly,  |>uniae 
his  convictions,  whether  they  did  or  did  npt  coincide 
with  those  of  others.    It  never  had  been  a  part  of  bis 
character,  or  his  course,  and  it  never  should  be,  to  ap- 
proach any  object  he  had  in  view  by  indirection  ;  lus 
motives  he  would  openly  avow  ;  the  opinions  be  held 
he  would  frankly  express  ;  what  he  did  he  would  ever 
do  in  open  day  i  he  muted  he  never  should  leani,  as 
he  had  not  hitheno  learned,  the  by-paths  of  either 
moral  or  political  obliquity.    He  disdained  to  be  ■■>• 
fluenced  by  conwderations  which  lie  was  asliaiT>ed  t« 
avow.   He  despised  the  idea  of  getting  at  the  object 
he  might  have  in  view,  in  any  way  but  bjr  meeting 
it  in  the  face,  and  stating  his  opinions  or  bis  purpose 
just  as  it  really  was.    Under  the  influence  of  such  fisel- 
ings,  he  now  uttecly  and  positively  disclaimed  .any  sudi 
motive,  purpose,  concert,  or  understanding,  as  tliat 
which  had  been  attributed  to  him.    So  for  was  he  from 
this,  that,  as      aa  he  had  received  any  intimation  of 
the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  with  whose  ^neml 
political  principles  he  agreed,  as  to  the  proposition  be 
was  about  to  offer,  lie  knew  that  some  of  tliem  wete 
opposeil  to  it   It  was  no  mott  than  justice  to  hisiaelf 
to  say,  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
be  it  right  or  wrong,  whether  salutary  or  pem-cMua 
in  its  tendency,  was  the  offspring  of  his  own  mind. 
He  had  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than  luJf  a 
dozen  of  bis  friend^  and  oat  of  thii  number  two  disap- 
proved of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  indeed,  said  Mr.  B. 
if  a  member  of  this  House  mig^t  not,  in  the  integrity  of 
his  heart,  rise  in  his  place,  and  offer  for  eoiisideration  a 
measure  which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  public  weal, 
without  having  all  that  he  said  and  did  imputed  to  soiae 
hidden  motive,  and  referred  to  some  semt  purpose 
which  was  never  presented  to  the  public  eye.  He  agkin 
solemnly  disclwmed  all  such  motives,  and  every  aueh 
purpose.  To  what  he  had  already  said,  he  would  go  ao 
far  as  to  add,  that,  eren  in  the  last  annual  report  receiv- 
ed from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  there  was  an  al- 
lusion to  the  very  subject  which  he  bad  brought  ftHVard. 
Asa  proof  of  this,  he  begged  leave  to  read  a  wort  extract- 
from  that  report 

"  The  sum  of  seven  millions,  subscribed  hy^  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  i^  in  effect, 
destroyed  as  debt,  by  the  United  States  owning  an  equal 
amount  in  tlie  ^ares  of  the  Bank.  So  far  is  this  sum 
from  being  any  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  that  the  Trea- 
sur}-  is  annually  receiving  interest  for  it,  in  the  diviflends 
upon  the  shares.  Whenever  the  latter  are  sold,  they 
may  at  least  be  expected  to  replace  tlie  turn  that  was  in- 
vested in  them.** 

Here  was  certainly  a  pretty  distinct  reference  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  to  the  same  subject  as  was  embrac- 
ed by  his  resolution  {  and  ^et,  he  presumed,  it  would 
liardly  be  inferred  that  motives  such  as  he  had  found  it 
necessary  to  disavow,  had  iiiflneuced  the  author  of  that 
report.   Willi  tiicse  prefatory  reuurlu^  which  ha  con- 
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ccived  were  demanded  by  a  just  regtrd  to  his  own  cha- 
Vvcter,  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  pass  to  the  immediate 
question  to  be  considered. 

illy  propositiun,  said  Mr.  B.  is  to  tell  oat  the  stock  at 
present  licld  by  tlid  Government  in  the  Bank  oF  th«  Uni- 
ted Statcjs  amounting  to  the  sum  cf  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars. When  1  first  introduced  tbis  subject,  I  stated  to  the 
House  that  the  existing  price  or  this  stock  in  the  market 
was  understood  to  stand  at  an  advance  of  twenty.three 
amd  a  traction  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount.  It  is 
plaiu,  that  if  the  Government  could  sell  out  its  whole 
amouut  of  stock  at  that  price,  it  would  realize  a  profit  to 
the  whole  exleat  of  this  advance  of  twenty-three  per  cent, 
on  seven  millions  of  dullars,  amounting  to  about  one  mil- 
lion six  bumlted  thousand  dollars.  No  proof  irill  be  re- 
quired that  this  would  be  a  very  advantageous  transaction, 
provided  it  were  attended  witli  no  injurious  consequen- 
ces, mifficient  to  countervail  the  amount  of  profit.  To 
&dd  such  an  amount  to  the  ^available  funds  of  the  Go- 
vernment, without  laying  any  addiUonal  burthens  upon 
the  people,  fiscally  considered,  must  be  a  beneficial  ope- 
ration. Would  such  an  operation,  Mr.  D.  asked,  be  at- 
tended with  those  injurious  consequences  which  have 
been  anticipated,  and  which  have  been  urged  as  objec- 
tions to  it  by  gentlemen  on  this  fioor  i  It  would  be  now 
his  endeavor  to  show  that  it  would  not.  We  have  been 
told,  thai  the  very  instant  such  a  measure  n'as  resolved 
tipon  in  this  llali,  a  very  large  deduction  would  take 
place  in  the  present  advance  in  the  market  price  of  the 
stock,  and  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
twenty-three  and  an  half  per  cent,  would  suddenly 
disappear,  on  the  mere  mention  of  such  a  thing  as  be- 
ing seriously  intended.  We  hare  been  fitrther  assured, 
that  the  siiddenly  tlirowing  of  seven  miUions  of  dolhirs 
worth  of  this  stock  into  the  money  market  at  once,  would 
present  an  amount  (bat  could  not  be  purchased  by  the 
capitalists  here^  and  ttiat,  ctmsequently,  an  nlarming  de- 
presston  of  the  price  would  inlalmHy  ensue. 

In  reply,  I  might  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
mere  matter  of  detail,  as  to  the  time,  tlie 'manner,  and 
(he  different  sums,  in  which  this  stock  is  to  be  inln>duc- 
ed  into  the  market,  would  be  subject  to  arrangement  in 
tlie  bill  reported  in  pursuance  of  this  rest^ution ;  and  that, 
by  a  jHdidoas  arrangement  of  them,  much,  if  not  all,  of 
Uiis  consequence  might  readily  be  c^viated.  Tbc  whole 
amount  nceil  not  be  thrown  iitto  market  en  mam,  but 
BQCcescively  presented  in  broken  sums.  With  his  pre- 
sent view  of  the  fact  of  the  case,  Mr.  U.  said  he  couKt  lot 
and  would  not  say  that  tliere  was  nu  posubilily  of  ihe 
smallest  deprcsMon  taking  place,  and  lie  certuinly  was 
conscious  that,  if  there  sliould  be  any  fall  in  the  price, 
it  would,  at  the  ntmost  be  vtry  nnall.  Bank  Stock  is  a 
commodity  in  market  t  and  there  ts  one  principle  of  po- 
litical economy,  so  well  established  as  to  be  universally 
received  as  an  axiom  in  that  science,  that  the  price  of 
every  commodity,  (not  excepting  even  gold  and  bullion) 
is  rrgnlutcd  in  all  cases  by  the  proportion  between  the 
Hiippty  of,  and  the  demand  for  it.  There  may  occur  oc- 
coMoiial  fiuctuations  and  irregularities  in  this  general  state 
of  things  hot  tliesc,  tike  the  alternating  vibntions  of  the 
)>cnduliim.  still  tend  to  quicsce  in  the  centre.  Nbw  lake 
this  universal  and  welt  settled  principle  and  apply  it  to  the 
existing  situation  of  this  country — to  the  stock  in  ques- 
tion— to  its  character— to  the  quantity  proposed  to  be 
sold,  and  to  the  demand  for  it. 

It  will  not  be  denied  by  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  state 
of  circumstaucaa  miglit  be  conceived  to  exist,  in  which 
an  attempt  to  sell  this  amount  of  United  States'  Bank 
Stock,  would  be  productive  of  very  considerable  de- 
pression of  its  marliet  price.  But  the  question  now  to 
be  consiflered  by  the  Uuuse  is  not  what  might  happen 
under  a  given  posture  of  conceivable  circumstances,  but 
-what  is  &elj  to  happen  in  the  actually  existing  state  of 


things.  The  only  ^und  of  such  depression,  if  any, 
must  be  the  large  mcrease  of  supply,  while  the  same 
demand,  and  no  more,  continues  to  exist.  Such  a  state 
of  things  would  impinge  upon  the  general  principle  I 
first  stated,  by  altering  the  proponiou  between  demand 
and  supply.  But  no  such  state  of  things  will  exist, 
should  the  present  proposition  prevaU  :  for  there  and 
has  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  a  diminished  quan- 
tity of  Government  stock  to  be  sold,  and  an  increased 
amount  of  means  to  buy  it,  both  occasioned  by  one  and 
the  same  cause,  namely  :  the  paying  off  tA  large  por- 
tions of  the  public  debt  by  the  redemption  of  (Jitited 
States'  Stock. 

During  Uie  year  1835,  we  paid  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  more  than  seven  and  a  half  millions;  in 
1826,  more  tliaii  seven  millions ;  and,  during  the  present 
year,  182r,  we  shall  liavc  paid  more  than  «x  and  a  half 
millions  more  \  making,  in  all,  an  amount  of  twenty- 
one  and  about  a  quarter  milUions.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuty,  however,  informs  us  in  his  report,  that  five 
millions  of  this  debt  has  been  paid  by  the  issue  of  a  new 
stock.  It  will  therefore  be  proper  to  deduct  this  {  and 
the  result  will  be,  that,  in  these  three  years,  there  have 
been  actually  paid  off  mure  than  sixteen  millions  cf  the 
public  debt.  To  this  let  me  add,  that,  according  to  the 
statements  relative  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  present 
condition  of  tlie  funded  debt,  there  will  be  paid,  in  tlie 
year  1838,  seven  millions  more  :  and  in  the  years  1839 
and  1S30,  an  amount  even  beyond  this  (being  enlarged 
b^  the  ulcreascd  actirity  of  the  sinking  fund,  from  the 
cucunwtance  of  a  largfe  amount  now  devoted  to  interest 
becoming  applicable  to  the  principal  of  the  debt.)  Reck- 
oning, then,  that,  during  the  years  1825,  6,  and  7,  six- 
teen  millions  have  been  paid,  and  that,  in  1827,  8,  and  9, 
twenty-one  millions  more  will  have  been  paid,  hers  will 
have  been  an  amount  uf  tbirty^even  miiliuiis  of  the  pub. 
lie  debt  vX  tite  United  States  paid  off  in  six  years. 
-  Have  any  violent  shocks  been  produced  by  this  ope- 
ration? Has  any  derangement  resulted  in  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  country  ?  Has  United  Slates'  stock 
fallen  \  1  apprehend  not.  And  why  ?  For  Uic  reason 
1  have  slated,  and  which  I  now  apply  to  the  proposition 
before  us,  and  from  which  very  extensive  consequence-i 
necessarily  follow,  going  to  sliew  that  the  effect  of  the 
payment  (rf*  very  large  amounts  of  the  public  debt  is  not 
to  diminish,  but  to  increai^e,  the  price  of  the  rendiie. 
When,  in  the  British  (Jovernineiit,  Uii-ir  sinking  fund 
was  cstablisiied,  iti  Uie  year  1786,  it  was  held  necessary 
to  fix  a  maximum  for  its  operation,  lebt  too  great  an 
amount  of  money  sliould  thereby  be  thrown  into  tlic 
market.  It  wil)  be  my  endeavor  to  shew,  that,  with  us  as 
with  them,  the  cti(:ct  of  paying  off  tlie  debt  produces 
an  abundance  of  money,  and  therein  an  abundance  of 
tiie  means  of  purchasiiti;  the  bank  stock  which  the  same 
operation  has  thrown  into  the  marWct.  While  the  for- 
mer owners  of  the  public  stock  have  in  their  handa  mo- 
ney which  seeks  investment,  the  sale  ot  the  bank  stock 
will  furnish  an  admirable  mode  by  which  this  may  be 
accomplished.  Applying  the  principle  with  which  he 
set  out,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  titat  it  would  be  apparent 
that,  if  any  depression  was  to  result,  it  would  rather  be 
produced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  tt;ari  by  ex- 
changing it  for  batik  slock.  By  redeeming;  the  nation, 
at  stock,  money,  whicli  was  before  sufcly  invested,  is 
thrown  into  the  market,  and  iiaturully  seeks  some  new 
employment.  Now,  1  propose,  said  Mr.  H.,  while  this 
is  done,  to  carry  into  tUe  market  an  equal  aihount  of 
stock  in  wbtch  that  money  may  be  invested  again.  Do 
gentlemen  apprchend-a  depresuon  in  the  price  of  stock' 
Why  ?  Ik-cause,  say  tliej-,  there  will  be  too  large  an 
amount  uf  it  for  the  money  which  is  prepared  to  be  in. 
vested  in  iL  Bot  my  proposition,  to  its  whole  extent, 
goes  to  pay  oil'  so  much  of  ihc  pubUc  debt,  and  thereby 
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to  flinUdi  Uw  mema  of  purchaain^— tit  addition  to 
whicb,  teven  millions  more  will  be  derived  next  year 
from  the  operation  of  the  sinking  ftind.  The  conclu- 
sion, from  K  view  of  these  facta,  would  seem  to  me  to  be, 
that  it  is  next  tu  impossible  that  a  depression  can  be 
proilueed  in  the  price  of  bank  stock  by  an  operation 
which,  while  it  exposes  that  stock  to  sale,  supplies,  at 
the  same  lime,  the  means  and  the  inducement  for  pur 
chasing  it. 

I  do  not  mean  to  advocate  the  old,  and  what  1  under- 
stand to  be  now  an  exploded  doctrine,  that  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  public  debt  is  an  addition  to  the  actual  funds 
of  the  nation.  The  eflect  of  that  payment  is  only  to  let 
loose  so  much  capital  from  a  permanent  investment :  it 
creates  no  new  capital,  hut  it  adds  to  the  amount  o(  ca> 
pHal  seeking  investment.  Here,  then,  there  will  be  a 
combination  of  the  very  two  circumstances  which  ope- 
rate to  increase  the  price  of  commotUty,  viz :  increas- 
ed demaml  and  diminished  supply — the  one  created  by 
paying  off  so  much  of  the  public  debt,  the  other  by  di- 
minishing so  much  of  the  public  funded  stock. 

Mr.  B.  here  presented  the  result  of  some  calculationa 
which  he  had  made,  with  a  view  to  show  how  Ux  facts 
went  to  justify  the  principles  he  had  laid  down.  But, 
before  he  exhibited  them,  he  wished  to  premise,  that 
they  had  been  made  from  the  best  information  he  could 
obtain  ;  that  they  did  not  aim  at  mathematical  exactness, 
fractions,  and  even  unall  sums  not  fractional,'  having 
been  discarded.  (For  example,  he  had  taken  no  notice 
of  the  difTerence  resulting  from  the  receipts  of  dividends 
from  the  bank,  bein|;  half  yearly,  white  the  payments  of 
interest  on  the  public  stocks  were  quarterly.)  His  ub- 
ject  was  to  approximate  the  truth  in  its  great  outline, 
without  attemling  to  its  minutest  parts.  Ha  would  Brat 
endeavor  to  shew  what  was  the  present  averaee  rate  of 
profit  on  capital  in  the  United  States.  The  3  per  cent. 
United  Slates'  stocks  are  at  this  time  selling  at  87  per 
cent,  of  their  nominal  amount. 

'I'aking  them  at  87  per  cent.,  the  actual  annual  profit 
rcaUzed  oy  the  purchaser,  was  about  3}  per  cent.  But 
as  tliis  description  of  stocks  were  redeemable  at  par 
at  (he  pleasure  of  the  (iovemment,  he  had  not  incUuU 
ed  them  in  the  statement  he  was  about  to  aubmit.  Of 
the  4i  per  cent,  redeemable  in  1829,  30,  31,  33,  33,  and 
S4>  there  were,  he  understood,  but  one  kind  now  in 
market  t  whicli  kind  it  was  he  could  not  say,  btit  he 
presumed  that  soonest  redeemable.  The  5  per  cents, 
ranged  from  7  to  8  per  cent,  advance — he  would  take 
the  medium  at  7^,  but  as  this  included  the  dividend  of 
the  present  year,  that  amount  must  be  deducted,  which 
would  leave  them  at 61.  He  that  purchased  this  stock 
at  that  state,  would  receive  an  annual  income  of  about 
#  3  33  cents  on  every  $  100.  I  he  5  per  cent  slocks  of 
1831, -were  at  from  8|  tn  9^  advance — he  would  take 
the  average.  9  per  cent.— be  who  lud  out  %  107  75 
in  this  stock,  would  receive  an  annual  interestflf 
per  cent,  on  the  stuck  until  its  redt.-mption.  Mr.  Ek^atith 
he  introduced  these  quolatinns  of  prices  to  sheWlSat 
other  stocks  than  bank  slock  now  yielded  an  uerap e 
profit  of  from  31  to  3i  per  cent.  only.  If  the  House  was 
'stvprised  at  this  low  rate  of  profit,  lie  would  proceed  to 
Khow  why  the  investment  of  money  in  these  stoctu  could 
he  afforded  by  the  capitalist.  He  had  been  told,  from 
the  highest  authorities,  and  among  others  from  that  of 
the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  in 
liis  celebrated  report  on  the  funded  debt,  that  any  stock 
u  hich  was  well  and  securely  fyndetl,  which  enjoyed  the 
public  confidence,  and  which  was  transferrable,  became, 
in  a  great  measure,  a  part  of  the  circtdating  medium  'tk 
the  country. 

In  England,  slock  of  this  description,  aa  was  well 
known,  euteml  largely  into  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  Kingdom,  utd,  in  thii  country,  the  credit  of  our 


public  stock  being  high,  it  is,  in  general,  tranaferrmblp 
as  a  circulating  medium,  and  loans  on  the  security  can 
at  all  times  be  easily  elTeeted.  Now,  if  a  capitalist  doe« 
not  invest  his  money  in  a  permanent  stock  of  some  kind, 
so  long  as  it  remains  idle  he  loses  tlie  interest  on  it  en- 
tirely :  but  if  he  invests  it  in  stock,  even  at  a  low  iiiter- 
teiestj  yet  he  is  receiving  something  for  it,  though 
the  pftnit  may  be  but  mmlerate  <  and,  whenever  he 
wishes  to  make  use  of  it  for  buaineis  or  speculation,  he 
has  a  control  over  it  almost  as  efficient  and  certain  as  if 
it  were  on  deposit  in  one  of  the  banks.  Hence  arisea 
such  a  state  of  things  that  the  capitalists  of  the  Unitetl 
Statea,  as  the  Act  proves,  find  it  to  their  interest  to  in- 
vest their  moaey  in  the  public  funds,  at  a  less  rate  of  in- 
terest than  that  money  -might  eommaud  by  other  Invest- 
ments. 

If  he  was  accurate  in  the  resiiU  to  which  he  had  ar- 
rived by  his  former  calculation,  Ur.  B.  said,  then  lie  waa 
prepared  to  show,  by  another  statement,  (which  he  of- 
fered with  the  same  explanation,  as  to  its  degree  of  cor- 
rectness, which  he  had  made  in  rdalion  to  the  fonncr,} 
that  he  who  nov  pays  the  market  price  for  stock  of  the 
United  SUtea^  Bank,  would  receive  about  31  per  cent, 
for  his  money,  during  the  period  of  time  which  would 
eUpse  before  the  expiration  of  its  charter. 

Now,  Mr.  B.  said,  when  gentlemen  anticipated  so 
great  and  sudden  a  depreciation  in  Bank  Stock  from  of- 
fering a  large  amount  of  it  for  sale,  they  might  allay  their 
apprebenuona  by  looking  at  the  proRts  of  other  stock  in 
the  market.  Stockhotders,  as  was  universally  admitted » 
well  undeiKood  what  was  fbr  their  own  interest,  and 
were  able  to  cahnihte  with  accuracy  what  would  be  the 
value  of  any  contemplated  investment  of '.heir  capitaL 
But,  if  it  was  a  fact  that  in  other  kinds  of  stuck  they  re- 
ceived a  profit  of  from  three  and  a  quarter  to  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  (as  was  before  shewn)  it  now  appears  that 
they  would  receive  nearly  the  same  profit  upon  the 
purchase  of  United  States'  Bank  Stock,  at  its  present  ad- 
vance. 

The  exiBt'mg  charter  of  the  U.  Statea*  Bank  extends 
to  the  year  1836.  I'he  stockholders  knj^^r  this,  and  have, 
therefore,  precise  data  from  which  to  ti^culate  the  cp»- 
tinu^nce  of  their  investment  in  tlie  Stoo^.  and,  allowing 
the  present  rate  of  dividend  to  be  kept  ^p,  they  may  veiy 
accurately  estimate  the  value  of  their  investments.  Nov. 
of  the  various  kinds  of  United  Slates'  Stock  there  »  not 
one  which  is  not  redeemable  before  the  year  1836  :  some 
kinds  are  to  be  redeemed  in  1839,  some,  in  1830,  and 
the  following  years,  the  nuiximum  being  1835.  The 
Bank  Stock  is  therefore  more  permanent  by  a  whole 
year  (and  a  fraction  longer)  than  any  of  the  other  Stock 
in  the  market  t  and,  i  need  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  the  hoklers  of  Stock,  wbetlier  they  intend 
merely  to  live  on  the  annual  proceeds,  or  (o  use  it  for  pur* 
poses  of  business  or  speculation,  attach  the  greatest  value 
o  that  Stock  which  is  irredeemable  for  the  longest  time, 
to  the  rest  proportionably. 
The  longest  date  of  the  Stocks  created  to  pay  the  debt 
of  the  last  war  was  twelve  years. 

[tiere  the  SPRAKEH  interferred,  and  reminded  the 
gentleaBiiii  that  the  hour  allotted  to  the  consideration  of 
resolutions  had  elapsed,  and  that  lie  must  postpone  the 
residue  of  his  speech  t  whereupon,  Mr.  UcDUFFIK  mov- 
ed that  the  rule  on  that  subject  be  for  this  diyf  sus- 
pended. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.BURGBS,  (which  were 
dcchired  not  to  he  in  order  on  this  motion)  the  quee- 
tion  was  Uken,  and  the  rule  was  suspended  acconling- 

ly.] 

Mr.  BARBOUR  then  resumed,  and  recapitulated  the 

Eoints  of  his  argument,  having,  as  he  hoped,  satisfactori- 
^own  that  ne  depression  of  the  price  of  Bank  Stock 
was  to  be  feared,  because  the  payments  of  the  public 
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debt  already  made,  and  shfirtly  to  be  made,  would  furn- 
Mh  •  fund  that  nalurally  sought  investment,  wliile  at  llie 
Mine  time  the  amount  of  United  States'  Stock  was  there> 
by  diminished  ;  and  because  Bank  Stock,  evenat  its  pre- 
lent  advance  gave  as  good  a  profit  as  any  other  Stock. 

He  had  thus  far  considered  the  Stock  of  this  Bank  as 
stock  merely,  and  had  gone  on  the  presumption  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  vas  certainly  to  expire  at  the  limit 
of  Its  present  term,  in  1836.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
(certain  :  on  the  contrary,  there  v'as  every  probability 
that  the  charter  would  be  renewed.  The  probabilities  of 
this  event  could  as  well  be  judged  of  by  the  stockholders 
as  by  him,  and  probably  much  better.  Thetr  calculations 
of  that  pn>bBbility  had  united  with  other  considerations 
to  produce  a  miirket  price  much  advanced  beyond  the 
nominal  value  of  llie  Stock,  and  this  he  had  endeavored 
to  show  was  not  likely  to  be  diminished. 

Re  now  proceedetl  to  inquire  if  any  other  evils  were 
to  be  appreneitded  from  the  proposed  sale  }  U  had  been 
said,  tliat  the  moment  such  a  propns:d  should  pass  the 
House,  an  public  confidence  in  the  character  of  this 
stock  would  be  at  an  end  ;  and  as  its  price  depends  on  the 
compound  constdcrattnna  of  its  security,  its  profibtblenesa 
and  I's  hold  on  tlie  public  confidence,  if  this  last  should 
be  destrcryed  or  greatly  shaken,  a  aiiddcn  fall  in  the  price 
0f  the  stock  must  inevitably  follow. 

Out,  he  asked,  why  must  the  public  confidence  be  di- 
minished ?  The  charter  of  tlie  bank  would  still  remain  j 
(for  he  presumed  no  member  of  liiis  UoUie  thought  of 
laying  B9  much  as  a  finger  on  that  instrument.)  All  the 
funds  of  the  bank  xvouTtT  continue,  its  debts  receivable 
would  continue)  the  proms  of  its  operations  would  ren:ain 
nntotidied;  itsdJscounts  would  go  oni  it  would  have  tb« 
aame  direction;  It  would  continue  to  be  the  depository  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States,  (which  constituted  oftliem* 
selves  an  enormous  amount.)  In  short,  not  one  of  its  cir- 
cumstances would  sustain  any  change  which  could  impair 
the  confidence  of  the  stockholders.  Why,  then,  must  it  be 
rropured }  Suppose,  furilhislration  sake  that  any  other  large 
stockholder  should  sell  out  his  stocki  suppose  a  canal  com- 
iiany,  for  instance,  oranyntherwealthyassociation,  chose 
lo  part  with  their  stock  in  this  bank,  because  they  deemed 
itmost  for  their  interest  to  use  tlie  money  elsewhere,  would 
such  a  sale  affect  the  credit  of  the  stock  >  Not  at  all. 
Aud  why  must  I  he  mere  fact,  that,  in  the  present  case, 
ttic  seller  happened  to  be  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stages,  produce  sucli  an  effect  >  Tlie  Government  also 
ceases  to  be  a  holder  of  stock — it  does  not  touch  the  char- 
tcr  of  the  B^iik — all  other  operations  of  tlie  Institution  go 
on  as  before— except  that  the  United  States  Government 
owing  a  debt,  and  not  having  cash  funds  to  pay  it,  chooses 
to  part  with  some  portion  ofan  iiivestment,  and  change  it 
for  another — it  excliangtfs  the  advantage  of  holding  of 
bank  stock,  for  that  of  paying  a  dt-bt  it  owes.  So  long 
as  the  present  charter  continues,  all  the  remarks  founded 
on  its  continuance  apply.  Of  its  probable  renewal,  it  is 
perhaps  scarcely  proper  to  speak  in  tliis  place,  at  this 
time.  Yet  I  must  be  permitted  to  rentark,  that  1  cannot 
concur  with  tlie  honorable  gentleman  from  Mnssaehusetts, 
(Mr.  Gqhh^m)  in  hts  opinion,  expressed  when  tlib  reso- 
hit  ion  was  introduced  a  few  days  since,  that  the  stockhol- 
ders in  a  Bxnk  of  the  United  Slates  have  a  right  to  expect 
tlie  renewal  of  its  charter.  They,  like  others,  may  indeed 
calculate  the  prubabilities  of  such  an  event,  but,  in  the 
mean  while,  tliey  liive  a  precise  period  fixed  by  the  char- 
tcf  for  its  teroutiation,  and  on  that  alone  they  have  a  right 
to  reckon.  For  myself,  if  1  were  to  speculate  on  the 
probabilities  of  the  renewal  of  the  present  charter  of  the 
United  States*  Bank,  I  stiould,  I  confess,  say  it  was  high- 
ly probable  it  will  be  renewed.  It  is  true,  I  did  not  vote 
for  the  charter,  and  personally,  1  should  vote  against  its 
renewal  t  but,  on  other  grounds  from  those  on  which  I 
riMHild  act,  the  subject  a^mes  a  very  different  aspect 
Vol-  lY.— 53 


The  old  bank  was  indeed  sufTered  to  expire  :  but,  in  a 
very  few  years,  public  opinion  called  decidedly  for  its* 
renewal  lawd,  if  we  may  conjecture  the  future  from  know- 
ing and  remembering  Uie  past,  it  appears  probable  that 
the  same  views  which  residted  in  the  present  charts 
will  prevail  for  its  renewal.  The  prominent  considerations 
urged  by  gentlemen  in  its  favor,  were,  so  far  as  1  recol- 
lect, the  effect  of  the  bank  in  equJizing  exchanges  ;  in 
keeping  up  a  currency  at  par  value  ;  in  transferring  with 
facility,  balances  from  one  part  of  the  United  SUtes  to 
another,  and  in  its  fiirnishing  a  safie  depository  for  the 
funds  of  the  Government.  These  reasons  will  probably  be 
as  operative  in  1836,  as  they  were  when  the  present  char- 
ier was  granted. 

A  fiirther  objection  to  the  proposition  1  have  submitted 
was  the  consideration  that  it  wnuld  be  wrong  in  itself, 
and  in  the  eyes  of  the  American  People,  that  Govem- 
ment  should  continue  its  control  orer  an  institution 
which,  in  that  case,  would  be  private  property.  And 
certainly,  were  it  true  that  the  Bank  of^  the  U.  Slates, 
as  soon  as  the  Government  should  sell  out  its  stock  there- 
in, would  become  merely  private  property,  there  would 
be  much  strength  in  this  objection.  But,  will  U  not  be 
remembered  that  the  paper  of  this  bank  comes  to  a  vast 


it  be  said  that  the  country  has  no  interest  in  that  bank, 
and  ought  to  have  no  concern  with  it  ?  The  whole  funds 
of  the  United  States  are  there  deposited  :  can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  the  Government  has  no  concern  in  a  bank  that 
holds  its  whole  moneyed  capital  >  What  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  sell  out  its  stock,  has  it  not  still  five  Directori 
out  of  the  twenty-five,  wlu)  manage  its  concerns?  And 
ought  It  not  to  have  them  ?  It  has  the  privilege  of  know- 
ing and  examining  the  state  of  the  bank's  afTairs.  la  not 
this  just  and  right  ?  seeing  that  all  its  funds  are  deposited 
there  '  Suppose  the  bank  should,  from  any  pressure  of 
circumstances,  be  induced  to  violate  its  charter ;  the  case 
is  provided  against :  but  bow  U  the  violation  to  be 
judged  of  here,  or  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Icgishiture  * 
No.  It  is  to  be  declared  by  the  Judiciary  :  It  is  there  that 
the  facts  are  to  be  judged,  and  the  declaration  made.  It 
is  not,  then,  a  true  proposition,  that  the  Government  will 
retain  its  control  over  a  mere  private  institution. 

These  considerations,  however,  are  uiged  merely  as  a 
collateral  and  atixiliiiry  part  of  the  subject.  Hy  great  view 
and  main  argument  has  respect  to  the  pecuniary  advan- 
tage to  he  gained  by  the  measure  I  proiwse.  But  there 
are  other  views  of  it.  I  have  already  said,  on  a  former 
.occauon,  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  proper  that  Gov- 
ernment should  be  a  stockholder  jn  the  bank,  and  that, 
by  the  very  Tact  of  being  so,  it  is  exposed  to  the  influence 
of  interested  motives.  Let  me,  for  a  raonwnt,  illustrate 
this  position.  By  the  present  charter  of  the  bank,  the 
interest  receivable  by  the  institution  is  limited  to  6  per 
cent.  When  I  look  into  futurity.  I  can  suppose  that  s 
proposition  shall  be  made  to-Congress  to  increase  this 
rate  of  interest ;  and  can  it  not  well  be  imagined,  that  men 
of  the  purest  integrity,  then  in  this  House,  may,  insensi- 
bly, and  without  their  own  knowledge',  be,  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  influenced  by  a  calculation  on  the  receipt 
of  this  rate  of  interest  ?  Let  me  suppose  another  case,  and 
SMch  an  one  as  has  actually  happened  elsewtiere.  It  is 
admitted,  that  paper,  in  onler  to  cont>litute  «  sound  cur- 
rency,  should  at  alUimes.be  cunvertibleintoapede.  Now 
suppose  a  state  of  great  pubfi '  dilRcutty,  ami,  in  this  em- 
ergency the  bank  steps  mward  to  the  reliff  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeiit,  might  not  government  in  such  a  case,  be  induc- 
ed, by  a  regard  to  its  ow  n  inte  est,  to  pass  an  act  suspend- 
ing specie  payments  } 

During  the  last  war,  th^  re  were  banks  in  this  country 
who  were  compelled,  by  Ihe  pressure  of  the  times,  to 
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suspend  their  uwn  specie  psyments,  and  whst  was  the 

consequence  ?  Such  an  enormous  and  overwhelming 
issue  of  paper  was  poiired  out  on  tlic  community,  that  the 
vslue  of  allkinds  of  property  was  deranged,  and  conse- 
quences  of  the  most  distressmg  and  ruinous  character  ne- 
cessarily epsue<1.  I'lie  then  Secretary  ot  the  I'reasury 
estimBted,  I  tliink  the  total  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, at  on,e  time,  at  the  enormous  sum  of  one  bimdred 
and  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  thin  vast  amount  was, 
in  the  course  of  four  years,  reduced  down  toforty-fivemil- 
lions  ;  the  contracts  and  speculations  of  the  former  years 
were  swept  away  by  the  retiring  ebb,  and  thousands  and 
lens  of  thousands  were  brought  to  utter  ruin  by  the  change. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  same  kind  hkppened  in 
England.  In -the  year  1797,  Parliament  authorized  the 
Bank  of  Kngland  to  suspend  specie  payments — they 
were  induced  to  adopt  this  measure,  because  the  Govern- 
me nt  needed  tlie  funds  of  the  Bank  to  stibsidize  their 
Continental  Allies  in  the  great  struggle  which  then  con- 
vulsed Europe.  But  while  the  Bank  was  compelled  to 
pay  specie  for  its  notes,  this  could  not  be  accomplished. 
The  act  was  then  pasbed.  But  no  sooner  was  the  Hank 
released  from  the  necessity  of  paying  in  gold  and  silver, 
than  its  paper  suffered  a  depreciation  of  from  15  to  20, 
and,  I  am  even  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  (and  who 
ia  more  versed  in  these  matters  than  I  pretend  to  be)  to 
32^  ptr  cent.  I  mention  these  matters  as  having  only  a 
collateral  bearing  on  tl:e  aubject — but  they  tend  to  show 
the  danger  of  placing  the  Government  under  lempUtion 
to  a  meuure  thus  fraught  with  evil.  I  am  therefore  fixed 
in  the  opinion  that  the  GoTcrnment  ought  not  to  continue 
to  be  a  Stockholder  in  tliia  Bank;  but  1  think  I  have 
shown  that  the  People  would  have  no  just  reason  to  com- 
plain that  Government  should,  notwithstanding,  retain 
Its  present  measuce  of  control  over  the  institution. 

This,  however,  is  a  subordinate  considcratitin.  My 
main  awnment  rests,  as  I  before  observed,  on  the  pecu- 
niary advantage  to  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  the  Stock. 
No  member  on  this  floor  calculates,  I  presume,  to  im- 
pede the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund;  yet  that  fund 
will  throw  into  the  Stock  market  seven  millions  of  money 
the  next  year,  and  this  will  produce  far  more  injury  than 
throwing  mto  tjie  market  the  same  amount  of  Dank  Stock. 
But,  while  the  redemption  of  the  debt  will  throw  so  large 
a  sum  afloat,  the  sale  of  the  Bank  Stock  owned  by  the  U. 
Stales  wilt  meet  and  absorb  it. 

»  tSuch  are  Ibe  general  views  by  which  I  have  been  in- 
fluenced to  offer  the  present  resolution.,  lam  well  aware 
that  difference  of  sentiment  exists  upon  the  subject, 
among  gentlemen  fur  whose  talentslnave'the  highest 
respect.  Tbey  will  no  doubt  bring  forward  their  vieus 
and  support  them  «ith  their  acctistomed  ability.  I  shall 
bear  them  with  the  deepest  attention  ;  and  now  beg  leave 
to  conclude,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  House  will 
passon  this  measure  in'its  present  stage,  as  deeming  its 
present  decinjon,  in  effect,  to  be  final. 

Mr.  BARNEY  next  rose.  He  said,  that,  emulating  the 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  would  take 
occossion  at  the  threshold  of  tliis  discussion  to  disckim 
the  influence  of  all  party  considerations.  The  only  ban- 
ner he  was  prepared  to  rally  under,  was  that  «f  his  coun- 
try, whose  best  interests  he  considered  deeply  involved 
in  the  decision  that  shall  be  had  on  this  important  ques- 
tion— the  aptation  of  which  had  already  created  a  strong 
sensation,  much  increased  b^  the  high  reputation  of  the 
honorable  mover,  who,  distinguished  as  a  politician,  oc- 
cupied a  large  space  in  public  esteem;  and  the  ingenious, 
eloqnent,  and  imposing  lu-gument  he  had  just  addressed 
to  tlie  House,  could  not  £ul  to  increase  ita  effect  When 
it  is  recollected  that  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion affects  an  Institution,  whose  capital  of  thirty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  is  used  as  a  circulating  mcdiu  m  umong  the 
respective  states,  and  between  these  U.  States  and  Foreign 


Countries,  it  cannot  create  surprisie  that  an  untvemJ  panic 

should  pervade  our  commercial  cities :  for,  until  this  ques- 
tion is  decided.  United  States'  Bank  Stock  is  valueless  as 
a  means  of  remiitarce,  more  especiaJly  to  Great  Britain, 
where  as  exchange  fluctuates,  large  portions  of  it  are  fre- 
quently transferred.    The  argument,  based  on  the  sup- 
posed profit  to  be  realised  by  this  sale,  will  be  found  to 
resemble  statues  of  marble  resting  on  pedestala  of  ice~ 
the  moment  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Government  has 
dissolved  its  connexion  witti  this  National  Institntion,  by 
the  transfer  of  its  slock,  it  is  perfertly  immaterial  what 
amount  of  capital  may  be  set  afloat  by  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt— that  confidence  which  we  a^U  hare 
withdrawn  from  it,  will  pervade  all  money  Icnden^  and. 
before  a  sale  of  one  share  can  be  effected,  the  market 
price  will  fiill  to  par.    The  honorable  mover  of  this  reso- 
lution frankly  avows,  that  he  was  originally  opposed  ta 
the  charter,  and  that  he  still  continues  nostife  to  its  renev* 
al  i  if  his  proposition  is  adopted,  will  it  not  be  fwriy  infer, 
red,  that  the  policy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  Stock, 
is  to  be  maintained  by  a  refusal  to  renew  the  Cliarter, 
and,  consequently,  the  value  which  the  Stock  in  the  mar. 
ket  derived  from  an  impression  that  the  Government, 
having  an  interest  in  its  prosperity,  will  be  favorable  to  a 
prolongation  ofits  "existence,  ceases  the  moment  that 
Mle  is  dedded  on.   It  is  asserted  that,  at  the  present  sel- 
ling price  of  Stocks,  money  really  produces  but  3J  per 
cent,  per  annum  i  admit  this  position,  and  then  United 
States'  Bank  Stock,  producing  6  per  cent,  on  its  cost  cnf 
{100,  ought  not  to  be  sold  under  {180  per  share.  Mr. 
impressions  were,  that  as  it  is  denrabU  to  pay  off*,  fLrth- 
with,  the  loans  paying  6  per  cent,  interest,  the  amount 
consequently,  can  readily  be  obtained  at  4i  per  cent. 
As  Uie  Bank  divides  6  per  cent.,  a  sale  of  its  Stock  under 
♦133i  per  share,  would  be  so  much  lost.in  its  real  value. 
Mr.  B.  here  asked  if  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  requir- 
ed any  extraordinary  effort  to  pay  off  tlie  National  Debt, 
the  amount  of  which  was  nomtpally  67  millions,  in  reality 
but  47  ?   Fur  this  identical  7  millions  of  Bank  Stocl^ 
which  we  hold  in  exchange  for  7  millions  5  per  cents,  is- 
sued  tothe  Bank,  is  a  setoff  against  that  portion  ofihe 
debt.    And  13  millions  3  per  cents,  (which  under  no  cir- 
cumiitances,  was  it  probable  the  Government  would  pay 
off,  while  a  single  Internal  Impiovcment  reniained  unex- 
ecuted, or  any  taxes  were  levied  upon  the  People,) 
there  remains  but  47  milliunstube  discha^lfed,  wbicli,  by 
the  regular  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  would  be  ex- 
tinguished in  less  than  seven  years  ;  and,  it  is  not  desirsi. 
ble  to  the  creditors  of  the  Nation,  or  to  the  Nation  ItselT,, 
that  it  should  be  paid  off  more  rapidly. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  coincide  in  the  opinion,  that  contin. 
uing  to  hold  this  stock  could  have  any  influence  in  in- 
creasing  the  rate  of  interest  by  lenslative  enactment.  As 
individuals, «  latve  portion  of  the  members  composing 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  had  occasion  to  be- 
come borrowers  of  money,  hence  they  coukl  hav« 
no  inducement  to  raise  the  rate  of  interest ;  as  politicians, 
they  could  not  be  so  short  sighted  as  not  to  foresee,  that, 
in  a  Government  constituted  like  ours,  the  moment  thn 
national  debt  was  extinguished,  the  duty  on  imports, 
which  constituted  the  revenue  of  the  country,  would  be 
so  much  reduced  as  merely  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  the  nation,  consequently  the  slightest  speck  of  war  in 
the  political  horizon  would  require  increased  expendi- 
tures, which  could  only  be  met  by  temporary  loans,  when 
we  must  agnin  become  payers  of  interest,  the  increase  of 
which  would  react  on  ourselves.  He  must  confess  this 
argument  had  no  weight  with  him. 

Mr.  B.  remaiked,  that  it  niglit  not  be  deemed  irrele- 
vant to  recur  to  the  financial  situation  of  the  countiy  at 
the  time  this  Institution  was  called  into  existence.  An  ir- 
redeemable paper  currency  flooded  the  Union,  circulat- 
ing within  a  few  milci  only  of  the  bank  which  issued  it^ 
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and  Tidoeleas  for  any  purpose  of  exchange  beyond  the 
•  Ihaita  of  the  State  which  authorized  it.  If  the  Treasury 
'  required  any  portion  of  the  revenues  collected  South  of 
the  Delaware  to  meet  its  ezpendilurea  in  ihe  Eastern 
-  Stelei,  th^  had' to  enconnter  k  premium  of  twenty  per 
cent  whien,  at  one  period*  was  the  actual  rate  of  ex* 
change  between  Baltimore  and  Boston. 

What  are  the  beneAcial  changes  which  hare  been  pro- 
duced by -the  establishment  of  this  ^reat  national  institu- 
tion ?  Tour  currency,  no  lon^r  tainted  with  suspicitm, 
oircnhtes  freely  throughout  this  wide  extended  em[Hrei  a 
•pcete  bamvenilatva  thu  prominent  fieatare  of  eonuneroiat 
.  ioUKKMine^nd  all  balances  orpublic  and  prirate  Rinds  are 
tnuuferredfrom  Florida  to  Maine  without  expense  or  risk. 
-  One  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  re- 
ceived into  the  public  't'reasvry  as  a  bonus  for  a  charter. 
At  least  one  million  will  be  gained  by  the  difference  be- 
tween- the  dividends  on  Bank  stock  held  by  the  United 
Sd^s  and  the  fire  per  cent,  stock  tasaed  to  the  Bank. 

Shoald  the  aven^  diridends  be  mx  per  cent,  per  an- 
kwntt  for  the  term  of  its  charter,  it  will  amount  to  one 
miUion  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  }  but  four  hundred 
thousaod  is  deducted  as  a  large  allowance  for  contingen- 
cies. The  saving  of  salaries  and  expenses  of  twenty-four 
h»n  offices  in  the  respective  States,  whose  duties  are 
Blow  gratuitously  discharged  by  the  Bank,  will,  in  twenty 
■years,  aiiMURt  to  a  little  short  of  another  million,  thus  ex- 
hibiting the  enoAnous  som  of  three  millions  Mid  a  half  of 
doUan,  clear  gain  to  tlie  Union,  during  the  continuation 
of  the  pmeot  charter.  Does  not  the  goose  lay  golden 
figgs  fest  enough,  that  we  are  thus  invoked  to  do  a  deed, 
which,  if  it  shall  not  jeopard  her  existence,  must,  by  in- 
fusing dvubts  and  mistnist  abroad  and  at  home»  material- 
ly cirouiMcribe  tli«  sphere  of  her  usefulness. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  remarking,  that  he  considered 
this  institution  as  entitled  to  (he  fostering  care  and  pa- 
ternal protection  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion. Prmnee,  England,  ant]  other  commercial  countries, 
liad  found  it  indiepensable  to  cherish  and  protect  a  sys- 
lem  which  fixed  the  circulating  medium  on  a  tirm  basis  ; 
end,  although  we  should  even  realize  the  profit  of  six- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  the  induce- 
mcnt  held  out  by  the  oaloulations  o{  the  bonurable  mem- 
ber, he  would  esteem  it  a  slight  equivalent  for  the  loss  of 
national  reputation  we  should  sustain  by  presenting  oiir- 
Belves  to  the  world  as  a  Congress  of  stock-jobbers,  anxious 
to  avail  ourselves  of  any  rise  in  the  shares  of  our  national 
BMtk,  which  the  dictates  of  sound  policy  had  called  into 
e^dstence,  and  which,  in  his  judgment,  .ought  to  be  perpe- 
tuated. Aware  (rf'the  importance  of  an  early  decision  of 
this  momentous  question,  Mr.  B.  said  he  wimld  forbear 
inttvding  any  fttrtber  remarks  on  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BAUBOUR,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  direct  dcci- 
aion  upon  the  principle  involved,  now  modified  his  reso- 
lution so  as  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  report  a 'bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  owned  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McDUFFIK,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from 
Viif^inia  for  his  ^mets,  in  proposing  tins  modification. 
He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him, 
that  it  was  important  the  question  should  be  decided  on 
its  merits,  and  ftU-impurtant  tiiat  it  should  be  decided  as 
MOD  as  poanble.  He  thought  that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of 
the  qnestiim,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  laying 
down  his  premises,  had  overlooked  the  well  established 
principle,  that,  even  in  individual  competition,  where  a 
market  is  more  than  supplied  with  any  given  commodity, 
tlte  price  of  that  commodity  alwaya  IiiIIb  in  proportion  to 
the  excess  of  the  supply.  He  had  ctear.ly  shown  that 
.  thet«  existed  a  surplus  capital  in  the  United  States,  from 
.  the  Government  having  paid  off  sixteen  millions  of  the  pub> 


lie  debt.  This  very  surplus  of  money  in  market,  Mr.  McD. 
argued,  entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the  Mat'ket,  tfce 
stock  would  not  bring  it^  par  value.  As  to  the  fkct  de- 
monstrated by  thtf  gentleman's  calculations,  that  the  real 
value  of  money  in  the  United  SUtes  is  at  present  nbt 
more  than  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  i  it  had  no  bearing 
at  all  on  the  present  question.  Whenever  the  Oovem- 
ment  comes  into  the  market,  all  the  principles  resotting 
from  the  relative  state  of  demand  and  supply,  operate 
with  tenfold  power.  The  Govfmment  Is  a  mammoth 
seller,  or  a  mammoth  hnyer.  When  the  Government 
comes  into  market  as  a  buyer,  it  nuses  the  price  of  stock 
beyond  all  proportion,  as,  when  it  comes  in  as  a  seller,  it 
depresses  it  beyond  proportion.  It  was  upon  this  prin* 
ciple,  that,  thougli  money  be  actually  worth,  as  the  gen- 
tleman Bays,  only  tliree  and  a  half  per  cent.,  the  Goverti- 
ment  when  it  passed  a  law  to  exchange  its  six  per  cent, 
stock  for  a  stock  of  five  per  cent.,  irredeemable  at  a  later 
period,  could  not  get  it  i  whilst,  if  the  Govemntent  were 
to  go  into  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  the  wholesix- 
teen  millions  it  has  paid  off,  the  stock  it  would  issue, 
would,  in  two  days  time,  be  at  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  ad- 
vance. 

Mr.  McD.  said  that  it  was,  therefore,  always  to  be  re- 
gretted that  Government  should  come  into  market,  be- 
cause its  presence  there  involuntarily  produced  a  great 
effect  upon  the  market  in  every  way. 

Mr.  McD.  then  made  some  statements  to  show  that  re- 
(ined  arithmetical  calculations  were  not  proper  data  in  all 
cBsfs  to  legislate  upon.  He  presumed  that  it  would  be 
admitted,  as  a  general  proposition,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  is  certainly  .worth  afc  much  to 
Govemmenl  as  it  is  to  individuals.  To  the  latter,  its  m- 
lue,  regulated  upon  principles  which  cannot  or,  i*now 
twenty-iliree  per  cent,  above  par.  If  it  is  of  that  value 
to  individuals,  it  is,  upon  the  same  principle,  of  the  same 
value  to  Government.  Why  ?  The  Government  receives 
six  per  cent.  int;;rest  upon  the  stock  in  the  Bank,  whilst 
it  pays  only  five  per  cent,  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own 
stock.  The  dlflTereiice,  therefore,  is  one  per  cent.,  or, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  its  interest  in  the  Bank,  seventy 
thousand  dollars  per  annuht  clear  pcollt,besides  its  interest 
in  the  balance,whicli  the  Bankilways  reserves  tomeetcon- 
tin^ncies.  If,  then,  ^ou  sell  your  stock  in  the  Bank,  sup- 
posing you  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market  price,  you 
make,  according  to  the  gc'itleman's  calculation,  a  present 
gain  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  whilst  you 
annihilate  a  capital  whidi  will  produce,  to  the  end  of  time, 
if  the  Bank  continues  to  exist,  a  revenue  of  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  ayeur.  But,  so  fkr  from  being  able  to  dispose 
oif  the  stQck  at  the  present  advanced  price  in  the  market, 
.Mr.  McD.  believed,  that,  if  this  resolution  were  now  to 
pass,  the  stock  of  the  Bank  would  be  at  once  reduced  to 
par,  in  the  market,upon  mere  pecuniaiy  calculations:  And 
why  Mr.  McD.  here  entered  into  calculations  to  shew 
the  effect,  upon  the  value  of  the  stock,  from  any  intima- 
tion of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  re- 
strict its  existence  to  the  duration  of  its  present  charter, 
and.  traced  its  present  high  price  in  the  market  to  Ihe  ge- 
neral coiifideiice  that  the  charter  would  be  continued. 
TJie  effect  of  bringing  the  Government  sliares  into  mar- 
ket, Mr.  McD.  resumed,  would  be  to  reduce  the  price  of 
the  stock  to  par,  if  not  below  par.  What,  then,  would 
be  the  effect  of  this  measure  t 

We  sell  our  stock  at  par,  said  he  i  do  we  enable  our- 
selves, by  doing  so,  to  pay  off,  as  the  gentleman  supposes, 
any  portion  of  the  national  debt  ?  No :  for  the  seven  mil- 
lioiiswe  should  receive  for  our  Bank  stock  would  only  go 
to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  seven  millions 
we  owe  for  that  stock.  Thu  only  operation  which  would 
really  and  effeetually  extinguish  any  portion  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  a  sale  at  the  profit  of  one 
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fnillion  lix  handred  tiioustnd  dolluv,  which  the  gentle- 
nun  caleulxtes  upon,  under  t)ie  erroneoiia  notion  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  stcck  would  command  the  present 
market  price.  But,  if  we  sell  the  slock  at  its  \a,T  va- 
lue, as  Mr.  UcD.  had  assumed  that  we  should  do  if  we 
sell  at  all,  then,  instead  of  guning  the  sum  calculated,  we 
should  actually  lose  the  identical  sum  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  doHars.  Tor  the  gentleman  had  him- 
lelf  shown  that  the  stock  was  now  worth  twenW-three  j>er 
cent,  above  par :  and  if  it  were  so  disposed  of  as  to  yield 
only  its  value  at  par,  the  difTerence  would  certainly  be 
lost  ta  the  United  States. 

Air.  HcD.  said  he  should  not  pretend  to  follow  the  ho- 
ttorabl"  member  in  his  most  ingenious  argument,  or  in 
liis  CRlcuL.tions.  But  he  would  now  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  tact,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  were  interested  in  this  matter- 
It 'Waa  a  fact,  of  whidt  he  was  apprised  ftom  various,  and 
from  the  veiy  highest  sources,  that  at  this  time  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  Dank  constitutes  the  medium  by 
which  the  balance  against  the  United  States  in  our  trade 
vith  Great  Briuin,  to  a  great  extent,  is  diachaiged,  and 
the  DccessHy  of  paying  that  balance  in  specie  averted. 
What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  destroying  the 
confidence  of  the  foreign  creditor  in  the  value  of  this 
stuck  ?  No  gentlenun,  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
would  deny  that  the  bare  knowledge  of  the  passage  of 
auch  a  resolution  as  tliis^  would  knock  down,  to  a  point 
much  below  par,  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries.  What,  then,  would  be  the 
ccmsequence  }  Instead  of  using  this  stock  for  remittances, 
ih*.  balances  due  to  the  merchants  of  Europe  must  be  re- 
mitted in  specie.  This  specie  must  be  paid  from  the 
vaults  of  the  Bahk.  A  run  upon  the  Bank  would  inevi- 
tably ensue  for  millions  upon  milKons.  What  would  be 
-the  result  i  Every  gentleman  who  knows  the  usual  pro- 
portion between  the  paper  of  a  Bank  in  circulation  and 
the  ^cie  in  iu  vaults,  must  know  that  there  is  no  Bank 
capable  of.  meeting  a  run  of  this  kind.  Hie  Bank  thus 
run  upon  must  curt^l  its  discounts  {  its  paper  must  be 
called  in,  its  debtors  distressed.  Wlio  are,  in  thia  c«se, 
the  debtors  of  the  Bank  thus  obliged  to  call  upon  tlicm  ? 
The  State  Banks !  There  is  hardly  one  of  them  in  the 
United  States  that  is 'not  completely  in  the  power  of  the 
Bank  of  tlie  United  Statu,  and  that  has  not  received 
from  that  institution  (notwithstanding  all  the  complaints 
against  it)  as  much  indulgence  as  that  Bank  can  possibly 
extend.  The  local  Banks  will  then  have.to  press  upon 
their  debtors,  and  a  general  concussion  and  pressure  will 
be  produced  all  over  the  country, 

A  single  (act  would  shew  the  effect  of- the  passage  of 
mch  a  resolution  as  this.  Supposing  it  would,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  would,  at  once  depress  the  stock  to  *a  par  price 
in  the  market,  that  operation  alone  would  be  a  diminu- 
tion of  tlie  property  of  those  who  hold  stoc^  in  the  Bank 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  being 
the  amount  of  the  present  premium  upon  the  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  held  by  individuals.  A  Go> 
vernment  possessing  the  power  to  produce  such  sudden 
and  injurious  changes  in  the  value  of  property,  ought  to 
be  exceedingly  cautious  in  the  use  ut  sucli  pove^  If 
any  great  pubUc  object  required,  and  duty  cialled  upon 
him,  Ur.  McU.  said,  let  the  injury  fall  where  it  might, 
he  would  discharge  bis  duty.  But  he  was  happv  to  hear 
the  gentleman  himself,  who  had  voted  against  chartering 
the  Baikk,  si^',  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  char- 
ter being  renewed.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  solemn 
duty  of  every  statesman  to  impress  upon  the  public  lliat 
this  institution  is  the  only  instrument,  oy  means  of  which 
Cungreas  can  exi^rcise  tlie  power  of  regulating  the  cur- 
rency of  the  Union— by  which  it  can  prevent  excessive 
isBuea  of  paper  by  lite  local  Banks,  so  destructive,  as  the 
gentieman  frum  Virginia  had  himself  intimated,  to  the  in- 


terests of  the  country.  Witliout  this  instrument.  Cob- 
gresa  has  not  the  means,  though  it  is  invested  by  tbe 
Constitution  with  the  power,  to  guard  against  this  evil. 
If  you  destroy  this  instrument,  the  value  of  every  des- 
cription of  property  will  depend  upon  the  greater  or  leas 
discretion  with  which  the  numerous  l>anking  institutions 
of  the  country  may  regulate  their  issues  of  paper.  He 
would  not  attempt  to  present  the  various  views  whtcb 
urged  the  maintenance  of  the  Bank  of  die  United  States, 
and  had  originally  led  to  ita  establishment.  Such,  antl 
and  so  important  were  they,  that,  of  those  who  still 
thouglit  it  unconstitutional,  when  the  bill  for  eatablisliin^ 
it  was  on  its  passage,  some,  convinced  of  its  necessity, 
voted  lor  it,  and  criers  left  the  House,  that  they  mi^fbt 
not  be  obliged  to  vote  against  its  paaasge.  An  imMii- 
tion  BO  impOTtant  as  thii^  otwlit  not  to Iw  subjected  to 
the  fluctuations  of  party  4  and  ne  did  hope  that  gentle- 
men might  be  allowed  finiely  to  express  their  views  on  a 
Bubiect  of  so  great  consequence,  without  being  subjected 
to  the  suspicion  nf  improper  motives. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  felt  himself  here  obliged  to  advert 
to  the  notice  which  had  been  taken  elsewheie  of  the  oc- 
currences in  the  Hou^  in  reference  to  this  subject.  Tbe 
other  morning,  aaid  be,  as  I  stepped  into  the  House,  the 

Knlleman  from  Virginia  said,  as  1  passed  liim,  that  be 
d  a  resolution,  which  he  intended  to  present  to  the 
House,  touching  the  finances,  upon  which  he  proposed 
to  offer  some  remarks,  to  which  he  invited  my  attention. 
Not  dreaming  that  the  gentleman  proposed  to  raise  any 
such  question  as  that  embraced  in  this  resolution,  and 
being  at  some  distance  from  him,  1  indistinctly  heard  hia 
remarks,  and  roteJmmediately  to  present  briefly  (he  re- 
sult to  which  my  reflections  instantly  broiigiit  noe  on  the 
subject.  A  ver}'  few  days  afterwards,  neve'  Iwving  cx- 
chunged  ideas  on  the  subject  witli  any  one,  previous  to 
its  agitation,  I  saw  my  course  on  that  occasion  ascribed  to 
tlie  base  and  unprincipled  motive  of  having  first  agreed 
to  eo-opemle  in  tbe  object,  and  then,  finding  the  aenti- 
ment  of  the  House  to  be  against  tlie  proposition,  of  tma^ 
to  break  its  effect.  One  word  now  said  on  ihis-subject 
may  save  many  more.  I  came  here  witli  the  intention  of 
doing  the  business  of  the  nation,  and  doing  it  speeiUly  ; 
and,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  me,  and  God  gives  me 
strength,  it  slisll  go  on,  and  speed.ly.  But  if  the  Jour- 
nals of  (he  Administration  at  the  Seat  of  Government  are 
sanctioned  in  a  course  which  will  ^vc  to  tny  meaaure,  of 
whatever  nature,  a  psrty  complexion,  the  consequence* 
cannot  fiiil  to  be  highly  injurious.  I  think  it  proper  to 
express  my  deep  indignation,  before  tlie  People  of  the 
United  States,  against  this  forcing  of  public  men,  wbe* 
ther  they  will  or  not,  to  imbue  all  pubUc  concerns  with 
the  bitterness  of  party.  Mr.  Hcl>.  sdded,  lltat  he  had 
exchanged  sentiments  on  this  subject  with  very  few  in- 
dividuau  ;  but  he  ventured  to  say,  tlut  the  vote  on  this 
resolution  would  not  be  a  party  vote.  Every  member 
will  vote  upon  it  on  his  honest  impresnuns,  which  he  will 
not  suffer  to  be  affected  by  his  relations  to  any  party. 

Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  expreanng  the  hope,  tb^  on 
all  aides,  so  far  as  the  Journals  around  them  were  under 
the  control  of  any  party,  they  would  be  prevailed  upon 
to  permit  this  Congress  to  go  on  with  the  tisnsaetion  of 
the  public  business,  without  imputing  political  motives  to 
measures  having  no  such  origin. 

Mr.  TAYLOK,  of  New- York,  after  an  observation  on 
the  importance  of  this  question,  demanded  that  it  be  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays.  The  demand  being  sustained 
by  tbe  House,  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  rose,  and  expreiised  great  reluc* 
tance  to  trouble  the  House,  which  he  shouU  net  have 
done,  had  a  few  of  the  objections  to  ttie  propoaed  mea< 
sure,  which  he  considered  uf  the  most  weight,  been  ad- 
vanced by  either  of  the  gentlemen  who  liad  preceded  him. 
He  agreed  that  the  question  wu  one  of  great  imporUoce, 
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•od  that  it  tliould  bt  apeedily  disposed  of.  The  argu- 
ments of  the  hononble  mover  of  the  resolution  werecer- 
t«ialy  very  ingenious  {  but  he  had  not  adverted  to  what 
he  thought  ought  to  be  the  primary  consideration  in  a 
discussion  of  this  nature,  and  one  which  was  of  much 
greater  consequence  than  any  conwderation  merely  pe- 
cuniary. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled,  was,  whether  or  no 
the  proposed  scheme  would  redound  to  the  pecuniary 
adnntage  of  the  United  States  }   That  it  would  do  so, 
constituted,  in  point  of  fact,  the  only  argument  of  the 
mover  )  and,  if  such  were  the  case,  and  there  existed  no 
countervailing  objection,  the  measure  sliould  doubtless 
be  adopted.    But  if,  on  the  contraiy,  it  should  appear 
that  the  plan  was  attended  with  no  pecuniary  advantage 
whatever,  thent  the  bonon^le  member  himself  would 
confess  that  it  ongbt  to  b«  rejected.   The  gentleman 
bad  made  some  calculations  of  proBt,  which  seemed  to 
Itim,  to  be  sure,  very  plain  ;  but  it  would  be  found,  on 
examination,  that,  instead  of  profit,  ihe  reverse  would 
«nwe.    The  present  value  of  money  is  four  per  cent. 
The  Government  can  obtain  whatever  amount  it  wants, 
at  tbic  rate  of  intmst.    He  did  not  rely  upon  the  &ct 
-  that  Government  could  get  money  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
others  t  but  Canal  Companies  had  actually  issued  stock 
at  4j  per  centum,  and  the  premium  un  that  Stock  re- 
duced the  real  interest  to  4  per  centum.    This,  then, 
he  assumed  as  the  interest  at  which  money  could  be  hor- 
rowed,  where  the  security  was  goo<1.    Now,  if  the  Go- 
vernment received,  at  this  period,  six  per  cent,  on  its 
stock  ill  the  Bank,  it  got  an  mterest  exceeding  the  com- 
mon rate  by  precisely  50  per  cent.    Any  omer  invest 
ment  of  its  fVinds  wouM  bnng  only  four  per  cent.  This 
brings  six,  so  that  the  Government  gets  the  common  in- 
terest of  money  on  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
evcty  hundred  dollars  it  has  invested  in  this  stock.  By 
setting,  the  Government  would  lose  the  difference  be- 
tween twenty<three  dollars  and  fifty  dollars  on  every 
hundred,  supposinr  the  stock  to  temain  wc  its  present 
advance,  so  tliat,  admitting  the  public  futh  not  to  be  at 
.  all  shaken  by  the  sale,  stil)  a  greater  benefit  would  be 
realized  by  continuing  to  hold  it.    But  there  coaM  be 
no  doubt  that  a  very  great  depresnon  would  be  produced 
by  the  sale  of  seven  millions  of  this  stock.    The  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Vir^nia  aays  that  price  depends,  in 
all  cases,  on  the  proportion  between  supply  ami  demand. 
Tbe  principle,  with  some  limitation,  is,  no  doubt,  cor- 
rect ;  but  that  is  not  the  question  before  the  House. 
Tbe  question  for  us  to  «reigh,  said  Mr.  U.  is,  whether  a 
stock,  which  now  sells  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
per  cent,  in  consequence  of  the  confidence  that  Ihe  Go- 
Tcrnment  will  continue  to  be  a  Stockholder,  would  re- 
main at  that  rate  when  it  was  known  tliat  Goremment 
would  not  so  continue.    If  that  b  the  cause  of  the  pK- 
•ent  high  price,  take  away  the  cause,  and  Uie  stock  must 
fell.    How  low  it  would  Ml  could  not  exactly  be  known) 
it  might  fall  to  par— even  below  it    The  consequence 
of  this  »-ould  be  to  deprive  the  Government  of  a  gre^t 
amount  of  money,  on  which  it  now  realizes  twenty>three 

f»er  cent  and  by  which  it  might  pay  a  debt  of  eight  mil- 
ions,  by  an  advance  of  only  six  and  a  half  millions.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known,  that,  when  once  public  confi- 
dence in  any  monqred  institution  is  shaken,  the.  conso* 
quent  depression  is  not  governed  by  a  settled  mathemati- 
cal rule,  but  by  the  feehng  and  fears  of  the  holders,  and 
it  not  unfi«qucntly  happened,  that,  by  such  a  panic,  the 
stock  which  had  before  been  lUe  iii^hest  actually  be- 
came the  lowest  in  market.  Mr.  I>.  said,  that  lie  thought 
he  bad  satisfrctorily  shewn,  that  Government  would  not 
be  a  gainer,  but  very  probably  a  loser,  by  the  operation 
now  pn^oicd.  But  it  ought  to  be  demonstrably  certain, 
that  some  gain  will  result,  befijrc  we  went  into  a  moneyed 
operation  of  such  nugnitude  and  extent.   What  posuble 


combination  of  circumstances  could  have  a  stronger  ef< 
ffect  in  dcpresnng  the  price  of  any  |iubfie  aceiirity,  tium 
that  the  Government,  without  any  known  or  ottenrible 
cause,  should  suddenly  withdraw  all  ib  interest  in  it.  It 
was  a  stronger  caae  than  had  ever  existed. 

Yet  the  mere  pecuniary  calculation  of  profit  and  loss 
did  not  constitute  the  stroi^^est  objection  to  the  measure 
proposed.  It  was  a  matter  of  Cu-  man  consequence  that 
the  character  of  a  nation  for  fidelity  to  its  oonttaeti^  ex- 
press or  implied,  should  be  sacredly  preserved,  than  that 
It  should  gain  any  pecuniary  amount  whatever.  He  riwuld 
not  apply  the  strict  rules  of  ethics,  or  the  doctrines  of 
the  common  law,  to  a  case  like  this,  but  merely  the  rules 
of  common  sense  and  common  honesty.  -  When  the 
charter  was  given,  and  the  Govemmest  agreed  to  take 
seven  mllQons  f  which  was  one  fifth)  irftbc  Stock,  to  re- 
ceive a  bonus  of  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollai^  to  re* 
quire  an  annual  statement  of  accounts,  to  obtain  very  va- 
luable facilities  in  the  transmission  and  exchange  of  its 
funds,  and  have  all  the  dnties  of  twenty-four  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  performed  graUs,  it  was  surely  by  no 
means  a  strained,  but  on  the  contranr,  a.  necesury  and 
incontrovertible  conelonon,  that  theOovemment  was  ne- 
ver to  place  that  institution  in  a  woise  sHuatkm  than 
when  lis  charter  was  granted.  It  was  under  tbia  irapres- 
uon,  founded  on  the  mutual  adyanlages  derived  from  the 
arrangement,  both  to  the  Bank  and  to  the  Government, 
that  the  stock  had  risen  it*  its  present  price.  If  now  the 
Government  siiall,  by  its  act,  shake  the  public  confidenoe 
in  thif  institution,  it  will  virtually  violate  its  pledged 
faith,  for  the  problematical  and  doubtful  purpose  of  gain* 
ing  a  trifling  sum  ot  money. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  peifectly  satisfied,  tliat,  il  tliegeu* 
tlemai)  from  Vii^nia  could  think  that  such  would  be  the 
result,  he  never  would  have  introduced  the  present  reso- 
lution. Tliere  certainly  was  in  equity  a  contract  between 
the  Government  and  the  Stockholders,  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  withdraw  its  confidence  from  tbe  Insti- 
tution, except  under  the  most  ezttaordinary  eircurastan- 
cei,  and  tbe  most  urgent  pressure  of  necessity.  If  sueh 
neceisity  could  indeed  be  made  to  appear,  there  might 
be  aome  justification  of  this  measure  before  the  Ameri- 
can People.  But  the  necesuty  did  not  exiat,  and  was 
not  even  pretended.  The  Bank  bad  hitherto  gone  on 
under  the  under  tbe  support  and  confidence  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  he  hoped  it  would  continue  to  do  so,  at 
least  till  its  present  charter  should  expire  t  but  if  nof* 
tbe  Government  might  in  vain  expect  the  same  benefits 
from  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  which  it  liacl  so  long  en* 
joyed  under  that  which  was  soon  to  terminate. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  now  moved  an  adjournment. 

Fkidat,  Dicxicasa  31,  1837. 

UNITED  STATES'  BANK  STOCK. 
Mr.  BARBOUR'S  resolution  for  inrtructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the 
sa*c  of  the  seven  millions  of  the  United  SUtes*  Bank 
$tock  held  by  the  United  States,  was  again  taken  up  for 
con^^ratiiin. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  rose  with  the  puipose  of  offering  a  few 
remarka  in  reply  to  tbe  observations  which  had  been  pro* 
posed  to  his  rudution  ;  but,  perceiving  that  Mr.  Goa* 
RAM  had  risen 'at  the  same  time,  he  yielded  the  floor  ; 
when 

Mr.  GORHAM  addressed  the  House.  Afler  promising 
as  much  brevity  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  per. 
mit,  he  said  that  it  was  possible  his  views  of  it  miglu  dif- 
fer from  some  of  those  which  had  been  submitted  t  but, 
whatever  they  were,  he  should  not  now  have  obtruded 
them  upon  this  House,  had  not  liis  situation,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  mercantile  community,  deeply  interested  in 
the  result  of  the  present  notion,  been  such  as  forbade 
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trim  to  be  silont.  He  agreed  with  the  honomble  gentle- 
man from  South  CRrulinft,  (Mr.  H*l>umi)  in  diKUiming 
the  influence  of  any  party  considerations  in  the  part  he 
took  on  this  occasion.  He  trusted  the  state  of  thin^  in 
our  country  had  not  yet  arrived  at  that  point,  that  subjects 
of  vital  importance  (o  the  national  interest  and  the  general 
prteperily  could  not  be  diaeuised  vithout  subjecting 
every  gentleotan  vho  took  fwrt  in  the  discussion  to  the 
imputation  of  being  governed  by  mere  party  vievs.  He 
had  no  idea-tfaat  such  was  our  situation  ;  rior  should  he 
btLie  onCe  thought  of  disclaimii^  such  an  influence,  had 
■ot  the  gentleman  aUuded  to  conceived  it  necemiy  to 
make  such  a  disclaimer. 

Ttte  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ^hen  first  introducing 
his  resolution  before  the  House,  had  said,  (if  he  rightly 
understood  him,)  that  he  had  previously  sliewn  it  to  him 
(Mr.  G.)  or  at  least  given  him  notice  of  its  being  ofiVred: 
in  this,  the  gentleman  must  have  certainly  been  under  a 
mistake — be  had  indeed,  made  a  number  of  incjuiries  of 
htm,  in  relation  to  the  prices  of  difTerent  descriptions  of 
stock  i  but,  when  the  resolution  wss  read,  he  was  taken 
completely  by  surprise,  never  having  had  the  teastidea 
such  a  proposition  was  contemplated  by  any  one. 
tilere  Mr.  Uahoub,  in  an  under  vmcr,  made  a  word  or 
two  of  explanation,  the  purport  of  which  was  uaderstood 
to  be,  that  he  had  not  meant  to  say  his  motion  had  been 
shewn  to  Mr.  G.]  The  few  remarks  Ite  had  thrown  out  at 
that  time,  were,  course,  unpremeditated,  and  devoid 
of  tlie  order  and  connexion  which  the  aubjecl's  impor- 
tance required.  He  now  was  desirous  of  presenting  such 
views  as  he  bad  taken  of  this  matter,  somewhat  more  at 
large. 

The  question  now  before  the  House  had  been  offered 
and  dlacatsed  by  the  mover  mainly,  tf  not  solely,  on  prin- 
ciples of  mere  finance.  It  had  been  argued  as  a  question 
of  money — of  national  profit  and  loss.  If  this  were  all,  it 
might  soon  be  settled.  But  if,  as  it  appeared  not  improb- 
able, this  motion  was  connected  with  deeper  and  ulterior 
purposes  "and  views,  of  a  political  kind,  it  Vught  to  be 
settled  still  sooner.  If  there  was  something  more  behind; 
if  any  purpose  was  cberiabed  of  making  the  present  pecu- 
niary proposition  a  mere  introduction  to  a  system  of  mea- 
sures m  relation  to  the  connexion  of  Government  witii  the 
Kational  Bank,  then  the  sooner  such  a  pu^ose  and  such 
a  system  were  met,  the  better. 

The  gentleman  had.  it  was  true,  advocated  the  sale  of 
thb  stock  solely  as  a  fiscal  operation  ;  but,  fVom  his  ac- 
quaintance with  that  honorable  gentleman's  character, 
opinions,  and  previous  political  course,  he  could  not  but 
be  strongly  inclined  to  think,  that  the  present  measure 
had  more  of  a  political  than  a  financial  aspect,  and  looked 
toward  a  complete  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
Bank,  if  not  the  total  ab«ditien  of  that  institution.  Aa, 
however,  the  question  had  been  put  on  mere  fiscal 
grounds,  he  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  while 
he  ofiered  his  views  of  it,  as  a  measure  of  pure  finance. 

The  honorable  mover  of  the  resolution  founded  his  ar- 
gument on  the  liict,  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted stood  at  present  in  the  market,  at  an  advance  of  23^ 
per  cent,  and  he  proposed  to  go  into  the  market  with  the 
whole  amount  of  the  stock  held  by  tlie  Government,  ex- 
pecting to  sell  it  at  that  price,  wherever  the  requisite  cap- 
ital is  to  be  found. 

In  order  to  jtidge  tlie  probability  of  his  being  able  to 
do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
what  were  the  elements  which  entered  into  this  advanced 
price  of  the  stock?  The  gentleman  liud  compared  tlie 
price  of  the  Stock  of  the  United  States'  Bank  with  that  uf 
the  stocks  issued  hy  Government  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  which  boro'  the  nrspective  interests  of 
thrre,  four,  and  five  percent,  and  in  this  comparison  gone 
un  the  assumption  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank,  at  the  wind- 
ing up  of  its  present  charier,  would  be  worth  its  par  vdue. 


Mr.  G.  granted  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
charter,  so  long  as  all  the  operations  uf  the  Bank  pro- 
ceeded in  their  regukr  course,  this  basts  of  comparison 
was  a  fair  one.    But  if,  at  the  exj>irstion  of  the  linnit  of 
the  present  charter,  the  concerns  of  that  institution  must 
be  finally  concluded,  it  was  wholly  unfair  and  fiitlactous. 
Did  the  gentleman  really  believe,  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
eirfat  years,  (should  (he  charter  end,  and  not  be  renew- 
ed,) the  holders  oTits  stock  would  get  the  money  for  It'  * 
Tliis  was,  indeed,  the  case  with  the  Government  Slocks; 
as  soon  as  the  period  at  which  they  were  redeemable  ar- 
rived, the  holders  received,  in  ca^,  at  the  Treasury,  the 
full  par  value  of  whatever  amount  they  might  hold.  But, 
when  the  vast  concerns  of  such  an  institution  as  the  Na- 
tidnsl  Bank  were  to  be  wound  up,  a  very  different  state 
of  things  occurred.    There  would  be,  to  be  •uic,  a  con- 
tingent fund  for  the  parmant  of  the  Stock  ;  hut  of  what 
would  it  consist !  Of  cash  ?  Far  from  it  :— of  debts,  chief- 
ly bad ;  of  property,  in  short,  of  all  sorts  uf  shapes  and 
which  would  require  a  Board  of  Truatees  to  settle  it,  after 
the  Bank  had  ceased  its  legal  existence.    Long  before 
such  a  bank  reached  the  end  of  its  charter,  it  mukt  pre- 
pare fur  that  event :  it  must  curtail,  ftnd  gradnally  tenm* 
nate  entirety,  all  its  discounts,  months  before  that  time : 
and  would  its  stock  feel  nothing  of  ilie  effect  of  such  n 
state  of  things  i   When  the  old  Bank  expired,  were  its 
Stockholders  instantly  paid  t    So  fax  from  this,  it  was 
ten  years  after  betbre  the  final  dividend  was  declared. 
And  would  any  gentleman  tell  him  that  the  Stock  of  Mich 
an  expiring  institution,  was  as  good  as  Stock  on  which 
the  holder  was  sore  to  receive  the  par  value  in  cadi  the 
moment  it  was  redeemable  ?  True,  the  property,  of  every 
kind,  held  by  a  bank,  belonged  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
btock  ;  doubtless  it  was  theirs  of  right :  but  it  was  theirs, 
in  fact,  only  when  it  could  be  collected  :  and  experience 
proved  tlut,  at  the  winding  up,  there  always  occurred  a 
great  loss  upon  it — if  not  in  mpney,  at  least  tn  time, 
which,  to  most  stockholders,  was  the  same  thing.  It 
usually  proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant.    And  so  weU 
was  this  undei-stood,  tliat,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
charter  of  the  old  United  States*  Bank  was  not  to  be  re- 
newed, its  stock,  which  had  stead  as  high  as  140  per  cen- 
tum, fell  to  90  per  centum  in  market.    As  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  present  Bank,  Mr.  G.  said  it  was  impossible 
he  should  know  ttiem:  but  one  thing  be  did  know,  and 
so  did  every  body  else,  tliat  great  mismanagement  of  its 
concerns  had  at  one  time  taken  place,  and  great  losses 
bsd  copsequently  been  sustained.    How  such  an  amount 
of  loss  had  been  covered  up,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  present 
dividends,  he  knew  not ;  but  for  one,  he  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  those  losses  had  pot,  to  this  day,  been 
recovered  Irom,  and  that,  on  examination,  it  would  be 
found  there  was  still  a  deficit  in  the  funds  of  the  Bank. 

From  what  he  had  stated,  he  thought  it  must  appear 
that  the  present  dividends  made  by  the  Bank  did  not  con- 
stitute the  only  elament  of  the  price  its  slock  at  present 
held  ;  but  that  there  was  another,  and  a  ve/y  important 
element,  that  entered  largely  into  it,  viz.  tlic  expectation 
that  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  would  continue  to  g«  on, 
and  that,  when  the  preaent  diarter  should  expire^  the  in- 
stitution would  stUl  be  continued  under  a  new  one.  This 
was  the  general  expecution  of  all  who  held  its  stock,  of 
All  who  bought  it.  And  why  should  they  not,  said  Mr. 
G.,  expect  this  at  your  hands  '  Have  you  done  nothing 
to  create  such  an  expectation  *  To  answer  this  question, 
let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  past  liistonr  of  this  institu- 
tion. You  have  done,  and  you  have  undone  ;  you  have 
built  up,  and  you  have  pulled  down  :  you  have  made  ex- 
periments on  the  want  and  on  the  possession  of  such  a 
thing,  until  at  length,  lliad  believed  that  it  was  nowa 
point  conceded,  an  opinion,  in  which  sensible  men  of  aH 
parties  were  agreed,  that  such  a  Bank  was  anecetaaiy 
machine  in  the  Stale — an  engine  whidi  entered  as  an 
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elementwy  part  into  tbe  operations  of  a  well  order- 
ed Government.  1  know  tbst  doubta  are  held,  and  bxve 
been  loudly  eTpressed,  as  to  Ibe  conrtitutionality  of  a  na- 
tional Bank:  1  hold  aucb  doubts  to  be  very  unfortunate, 
and  am  myself  free  from  the  leut  sbve  of  them:  but  I 
did  understand,  that  even  those  who  believed  no  provision 
flir  auch  an  institution  to  be  contained  in  the  Constitution, 
were  themselves  obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  experience 
and  of  fiicts,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  an  engine  eWen- 
tialfy  and  indispensably  necewaiy  to  the  application  of  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  the  public  good. 

In  1781,  the  old  Congress,  that  fe^le  and  flimty  asao- 
<»aUon,  so  void  of  all  energy,  and  so  destitute  m  every 
thing  like  efficient  control  of  the  public  finance,  even 
that  Congress  ventured  on  a  kindred  measure,  inttorpora- 
ted  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  took  shares  in  that 
Bank,  which  was  at  the  same  time,  a  State  institution. 
The  experiment  failed  to  produce  any  restoration  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  Congress  sold  out  its  shares.  No  sooner 
did  this  take  place;  than  the  Government  was  pressed  by 
the  Bank,  the  Bank  itself  was  pressed  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Directors  were  harassed  on  every  side, 
and  then  you  did,  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
what  was  afterwards  done  direcily  by  the  United  States  ; 
under  the  inordinate  fear  of  Banking  institutions,  the 
charter  granted  to  the  Bank,  by  the  State  of  Pennfylvania 
was  repealed.  The  effecU  of  such  a  step  were  soon  and 
deeply  felt.  Foreignersimmediately  withdrew  their  funds. 
lIoubtB  were  thrown  out  among  capitalists  ^eneralh'  as  to 
the  security  and  permanency  of  the  instituUon,  and  such 
became  the  state  of  things,  ihat  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
found  itself  obliged  to  restore  the  cliarter;  but  it  was  un- 
der many  limitations  and  restrictions.  In  1790,  you  char- 
tered the  first  Bank  ol  the  United  States,  limiting  iu  ex- 
istence to  twenty  years.  This  act  was  not  passed  without 
being  wumly  contested  ;  it  was  then,  as  since,  opposed 
on  constitutional  grounds  :  but  the  act  passed,  and  the 
Bank  was  cslablished.  But  the  views  and  feelings  in 
which  the  oppositiun  originated  continued  to  be  enter- 
tained,.and  wh*'n  the  twenty  years  had  run  out,  the  char- 
ter was  suiTcred  to  expire  l)v  its  own  limitation.  Before 
it  died,  you  sold  out  your  stock  ;  and  then  anotlier  state 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty  involved  the  eapitalisU  of  the 
country.  But  the  want  of  a  Hank  was  so  severely  felt 
by  the  Government,  that,  after  having  5iiled  in  the  viiri. 
ons  expedients  which  bad  been  tried  as  substitutes,  m 
1816  you  once  more  incorporated  a  new  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.  That  act  spoke  a  verj'  intelligible  language.  It 
proclaimed  to  all  the  world  tliat  you  had  tried  in  vain  to 
do  without  such  an  institution  ]  that  you  had  been  Uught 
by  the  best  of  teachers,  experience  i  and  bad  learned  that 
a  National  Bank  was  not  only  advantageous,  but  necessa- 
ry and  indispensable.  In  the  sameyear  you  funded  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  issued  stocks  not  only  at  3,  4, 
and  5  per  cent. ;  hut  the  greater  part  at  6,  and  even  7  per 
cent.i  redeemable  at  pleasure.  You  next  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Bank  that,  if  it  would  take  7  millions 
(nyourstoek^  you  would  take. the  like  amount  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank.  The  agreement  went  intoefl'cct,  and 
yon  became  stockhoMera  in  the  institution  lo  the  amount , 
of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  There  was,  I  grant,  no  ex- ' 
press  agreement  with  the  Bank  that  you  should  never  sell 
out  this  stock  ;  but  there  certainly  was  the  fullest  undtr- 
sUnding  that  you' were  to  be  permanent  holders  of  it.  In 
a  short  time  the  stockTose  very  high  j  it  reached  even  150 
per  cent.  But  thougli  you  were  then  paying  nearly  dou- 
ble interest  fiir  money  and  a  sale  at  that  rate  of  advance 
yrmild  have  been  a  very  profitable  operation,  such  an  idea 
was  never  so  much  as  heard  of.  As  a  mere  speculation  it 
would  ccrUinly  have  been  attended  with  immediate  ad- 
vantage: but  it  would  liave  aimed  a  blow  ujion  the  national 
credit  such  as  no  present  profit  could  justify,  or  even  tempt 
you  to  inflict.  The  inducemeut,  at  thia  day,  is  6*  less. 


In  contemplating  tbis  short  histwy  of  your  banking  op- 
erations, will  any  one  contend  that  one  important  element 
In  the  price  of  the  National  Bank  is  not  tbe  public  expec- 
tation that  Government  will  continue  to  be  interested  in 
tbe  Bank  *  If  is  in  vain  to  argue  that  a  mere  ndtbdrawal 
of  the  Government  from  a  share  of  the  stock,  while  all  its 
other  relations  to  the  Bank  remain  unaltered  ought  not, 
on  principles  of  logic,  to  affect  the  price  of  the  stock. 
The  question  is  not  what  ought  to  be  the  effect,  but 
what  to  tlie  eflTecL  Whether  right  or  wrong,  the  fiict  is 
so.  It  is  always  so.  I  care  not  whether  men  oug^^  or. 
ought  not  to  reason,  that  the  Government  acts  from  mere- 
ly selfish  motives;  if  they  do  reason  so,  the  effect  en  the 
money  market  is  just  the  same  as  if  they  ouglit  to  reason 
so.  lis  vain  (o  fight  against  the  uniform  course  of  hu- 
man affairs.  It  is  especially  so  in  all  that  relates  to  mat- 
ters of  money  and  of  credit.  When  capitalists  see  you 
holding  on  as  stockholders  to  the  end  of  tbe  time  limited 
by  charter  for  the  continuance  of  tbe  Bank,  they  naturaU 
ly  infer  that  the  &ct  of  your  having  an  interest  in  continu- 
ing the  Bank  by  a  new  charter,  wnl  have  an  influence  on 
the  probability  of  that  event.  But  if  they  see  you  aban- 
donmg  your  interest  in  the  stock  on  the  ostensible  ground 
of  mere  constitutional  scruples,  or  on  any  other  greund 
whatever,  it  will,  it  must,  it  does,  affect  the  value' of  that 
stock.  If  you  are  owners,  they  conclude  you  fed 
differently  from  what  you  would  feel,  if  you  were  not 
owners. 

If  at  a  time  when  you  were  under  the  greatest  conceiva- 

ble  pressure  for  money,  you  continued,  nevertheless^  to^ 
hold  on  iipQu  this  Stock,  when  you  could  have  sold  it  at 
a  profit,  and  now,  when  under  no  pressure  at  all,  you  sud- 
denly conclude  to  sell,  and  that  with  the  prospect  of  a 
less  profit,  what  wilt  men,  especially  what  will  moneyeU 
men,  naturally  concluded  Sir,  it  is  utterly  impofsibls 
Ihat  their  confidence  in  this  steck  shall  not  be  shaken. 
Many  of  its  holders  are  foreigners,  remote  from  your  de- 
bates and  your  reasonii^s.  Tlie^  will  look  at  inie  naked 
fact,  and  what  their  inferences  will  be,  it  is  not  possible 
to  doubt.  True,  it  may  be,  and  I  know  it  ia,  desired  by 
man^,  that  our  Stock  ^ould  not  be  held  so  largely  by 
fiireigners.  But  how  will  yoti  prevent  it  *  The  capitaL 
of  the  world  knows  no  such  things  as  nationality.  Capital^ 
in  all  countries,  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  What  touch- 
es any  part  touches  the  whole.  You  can  deal  no  blow  on 
capital  here,  on  which,  will  not  rebound  from  all  other 
moneyed  countries.  This  is  unavoidable.  Things 
arc  so,  whether  right  or  wrong,  and  you  cannot  change 
them.  You  are,  and  of  necessity  must  be,  dependent 
on  the  opinions  of  capitalists  abrtmd,  in  all  your  nnuicial 
operations.  This  is  inevitable,  and  so  far  as  it  goes,  it 
is  mutual.  No  financial  operation  can  take  place  in  Europe, 
which  is  not  felt  here  ;  but,  as  the  capital  in  Europe  is, 
beyond  all  proportion,  grcatcrthan  that  of  the  U.  States, 
their  cfTect  on  us  is  so  much  greater  than  our  cfiect  on 
them.  Need  I  remind  any  one  who  hears  me,  of  the  ef- 
fect which  was  felt  in  every  comer  of  this  country,  from 
the  embarrassments  of  the  Bank  of  England  a  few  years 
ajfo'  No,  Sir.  Whether  you  will,  or  whether  you  will 
iKit,  the  thermometer  which  reguUtes  your  credit,  and 
which  afttcts  every  department  of  your  financial  meHiiii, 
hangs  in  llie  Royal  Excliangei  there  it  hangs,  nor  can 
you  take  it  down.  Tlie  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  is 
now  before  us,  would  deal  a  blow  whidi  would  be  felt  by 
every  foreign  Stockholder  the  insUnt  tbe  news  reached 
him.  Nay,  the  very  discusrion  of  it  has,  I  doubt  not,  al- 
ready sunk  the  stock  at  least  five  per  cent.  The  gentle- 
man  who  introduced  it,  with  a  frankness  which  certainly  . 
do--s  him  honor,  has  told  the  Hotise  that  he  did  not  vote  foe 
this  oliarter,  and  will  not  vote  for  its  renewid.  I  believe 
I  know  enough  of  iiis  opinions,  (having  formerly  heard 
him  avow  them  in  this  Hall)  to  conjecture,  with  some  de- 
gree of  cerUiiity,  what  is  U>e  real  ground  of  bia  deure  to 
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see  tuch  it  nle  m  he  proposes  take  place.  I  c»nnot  but 
believe  that  lie  is,  at  bottom,  influenced  tiy  his  constitu- 
tional objections  to  any  National  Bank,  in  any  form :  and 
I  therefore  feel  warranted  in  the  conclusion,  thiit  the  pre- 
sent  proposition  is  virtually  an  annunciation  tliat  the  same 
battle  is  to  be  (ought  again  which  took  place  at  the 
gnnltnr  of  tbe  present  charter,  so  sooii  as  its  limit  shall 
approach  a  termination.  I  deprecate  such  a  contest.  Hy 
own  views  of  the  Constitution  on  this  matter,  are  (irmly 
settled;  and  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction, 
that  the  Government  is  under  peculiar  obligations  to  guard 
flie  credit  of  the  Bank,  and  of  its  Stock,  with  the  most 
assiduous  care.  It  is  by  that  credit  that  we  are  enabled 
to  go  diroad,  to  meet  the  Capitaltsts  of  the  old  world, 
and  to  obtain  the  funds  which  the  country  requires,  at 
the  cheapest  possible  rate.  To  do  this,  is  not  merely 
good  faith.  Y'lur  good  faith  alone  will  not  enable  you 
to  procure  money  on  easy  terms^  It  is  the  steadiness  of 
your  financial  system,  which  as  much,  if  not  more,  ren- 
ders this  attainable.  Sudden  changes  in  your  moneyed 
nbns,  hare  an  effect  to  terrify  the  capitalist  at  a  distance ; 
he  dont  understand  them,  and  all  his  fern  are  roused  at 
once.  You  determined,  a  little  while  sgo,  to  exchange 
your  6  per  cents,  for  a  lower  stock,  and  as,  in  doing  his^ 
all  the  holders  could  not  continue,  you  made  th^m  draw 
lots  to  determine  who  should  have  the  chance  of  holding 
on.  As  soon  aa  this  arrangement  was  known,  it  aflected 
your  character  for  penMUiehcy,  for  sleadinessi  and  what 
was  the  consequence?  The  6  percents.  are  now  at  par, 
or  thereabouts,  yhile  your  3  per  cents,  (because  you 
tied  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
l>om  touching  but  a  bmall  psK  of  them)  stand  at  an  ad. 
vance.  Here  your  good  faith  wus  not  in  question.  You 
preserved  this  as  nuch  to  one  one  class  of^holders  as  you 
did  to  the  othert  but  the  permanency  of  the  one  stock 
was  afTected,  while  that  of  the  other  was  not;  bo  the  one 
l>H  find  the  other  rose.  I'he  holder  did  not  duubt  your 
faith,  but  he  did  not  choose  to  be  paid  off  against  liIs 
will,  when  he  would  have  preferred  to  remain  your  cn.- 
ditor- 

■  And,  sir,  you  must  hire  money  :  you  hawe  a  deep  in- 
lerfst  in  the  rate  at  which  it  can  be  borrowed,  because 
you  must  borrow.  The  condition  of  this  counlo'  is  a 
very  peculiar  one.  In  1805,  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ((hen  Mr.  Crawford)  afBrmed,  in  his  annual  report 
to  Congress,  Oiat  the  United  States  had  been  in  debt 
from  their  very  niigin ;  and  he  said  truly.  From  the 
moment  the  feet  of  our  ancestors  touclied  this  boil,to 
this  mflmenl,  we  have  been  in  debt:  we  live  and  flour 
isli  by  being  in  debt;  it  was  the  foundation  of  all  our 
prosperity  as  a  People.  'And  wliyf  Because,  owing  to 
nur  connexion  with  the  greatest  and  most  powerfiil  na- 
tions of  the  old  world,  we  were  enabled  to  botrow  mo- 
ney there  at  S  per  cent  which  we  could  immediately 
invest  here  at  10-  We  could  do  this,  because  the  coun- 
try was  in  a  state  of  saftly,  was  u  new  country',  and 
stood  in  need  of  all  those  improvements  which  call  for, 
and  which  rictily  repay,  the  application  of  capital.  So 
long  S3  a  country  has  the  flrst  necessities  of  a  nation  to 
provide,  it  must  ever  be  its  interest  to  borrow  money. 
Koads,  canals,  public  buildings — all  the  works  of  in- 
ceptive industry,  furnish  a  use  fur  it,  which  will  always 
justify  the  country  in  hirin)>',  and  will  more  than  afford  a 
moderate  interest  to  be  paid  for  it. 

Here  the  great  machine  by  which  capital  is  to  be 
created  is  only  in  a  state  of  preparation  ;  in  Europe  it 
is  already  prepared.  Our  capital,  the  capital  oi  the 
whole  United  States,  with  all  they  contain,  is,  when  com- 
pared to  them,  as  nothing.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  op- 
erations of  the  city  of  London,  for  a  single  week,  ex- 
ceed all  those  of  the  United  States  fur  a  year.  It  is  man- 
ifest, therefore,  that  our  relation  in  respect  to  money  is  a 
reUtion  of  dependence,  and  that,  of  course,  it  is  our  nost 


evident  duty,  in  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  to  do  whaAerer 
tends  to  preserve  our  credit,  and  facilitate  our  opcratiom 
as  borrowers.  Believing  that  the  measure  proi>oaed  1^ 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  calculated  to  bave  a  di- 
rectly opposite  effect,  I  am  decidedly  and  wholly  oppofr 
ed  to  it.  I  believe  that,  as  a  financial  scbenie,  it  will 
prove  wholly  deceptive,  if  you  wish  to  pay  ofiT  sercn 
millions  of  your  debt,  there  are  a  dozen  other  modes  by 
which  you  can  do  it  better.  I  hope,  therefore,  tb^  (he 
House  will  not  only  reject  the  measure,  but  will  do  so 
with  promptness  and  decision. 

Mr.  STKWART  rose  not  to  enter  into  the  debate  gen- 
erally, but  merely  to  present  one  or  two  objections  to 
this  measure,  which  Ind  not  been  adverted  to  by  other 
gentlemen.  The  great  object  of  the .  proposiboD,  as 
avowed  by  the  mover,  was,  to  hasten  the  extiiiguisl*- 
ment  of  the  national  debt,  by  selling  tbe  bank  stock, 
and  thus  increase  the  means  of  ttie  Treasury  to  accoin- 
pltsh  it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  effect  t>f  the 
sinking  fund  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  on  the  national 
debt,  it  will  be  obvious  to  every  one  that,  inbtead  of  in- 
creasing, we  aball  be  compellea  to  diminish  the  prrwnt 
sinking  fund,  and  aneat  the  rapid  progress  we  are  now 
making,  which  will  slioHly  lead  to  great  Bnanctal  cm* 
bamssnaents. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  public  debt,  as  exhibited 
b^  tbe  TTcasuty  Report  laid  upon  our  tables  a  few  days 
nnce  i  And  what  will  be  Uie  effect  of  this  pR^oaitiou 
upon  it  t 

On  the  first  of  next  month,  tbe  whole  of  the 

national  debt  will  be  .  -  -167,413,000 
Deduct  the  3  per  cents.     -         -         •  13,296,000 

Leaves  »47,117.000 

Which  could  not  be  redeemed  when  above  65 — tbey 
were  now  at  87,  and  would  necessarily  continue  to  rise 
in  the  market  as  the  other  stocks  were  absorbed,  aad 
the  capital  sent  abroad  seeking  investment. 

By  telling  the  bank  stock  at  its  present  valQc,  fS,- 
600,000,  and  applying  the  proceed*,  with  the  annual 
sinking  fund  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  the  national 
debt,  it  will  be  found  tliat,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1S30, 
there  will  remain  less  than  $  3.600,000  of  the  pubfic 
debt  redeemable  t  consequently,  there  must  renain  idla 
in  the  lYeasury,  of  the  sinking  fund. 

In  the  year  1831,      a  surplus  of      $  7,400,000 

1832,  "      "  5.061,000 

1833,  *•      "  11,896,600 

1834,  "  «  18,931,000 
183J,         "  23,561,000 

lliese  tar^  balances  of  the  sinking  fuitd  will  annual^ 
accumulate  m  the  Treasury,  there  being  no  portion  of 
either  principal  or  intercbt  of  the  debt  to  which  they  cm 
possibly  be  applied.  These  sums  must  then  remain  idle 
and  useless  in  the  Trrasury,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  IMr-  Bamboor]  will  consent,  as  I  am 
quite  sure  he  will  not,  to  apply  ihem  to  the  work  of  in- 
ternal improvement— to  the  construction  uf  roads  and  ca* 
nals. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  BAsaava]  sugf^eRts,  in  an  under 
tune,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  reduction  of  the  sinking  fund.  This 
will  be  necessary  whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
be  adopted  or  not. 

Excluding  the  Bunk  stock  and  the  three  per  cents.,  it 
would  be  found  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  present 
sinking  fund,  there  would,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1830, 
be  only  f  4,336,000  uf  the  national  debt  redeemabh;  con- 
sequently, there  would  be- 
in  the  yiar  1831,  a  surplus  of  $  5,644,000 

1832,  "  3.304,000 

1833,  10.138,000 

1834,  "  17,173,000 

1835,  «  31.8'j2,000 
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When  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  be  pftid  ofT,  and 
thiB  VM9t  balance  of  the  mnk'inr  TuimI  will  be  left  on  hand. 

Such  will  be  the  result  (MT  the  qiefations  of  the  exist- 
ing inking*  fund,  even  should  the  propovitlon  be  reject- 
ed. These  large  accumulations  of  money  in  the  Trea- 
■nry  mustoccur^it  is  antiroldablei  unless  you  reduce  the 
sinMng  fund  to  f  7,000,000.  lie  bad  made  a  calculation, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  (the 
Bank  stock  and  three  per  cents,  excepted)  would  be 
completely  extinguished  in  18o5,  when  the  hut  portion 
of  tiie  debt  became  redeemable,  by  a  sinking  fund  of 
;^7,000.000,  and  leave  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  Ibat 
timo  of  $  185,000  ,  in  1836  seven  miltions  of  the  Bank 
atock  could  be  paid  off  if  deemed  expedient. 

By  thus  reducing  the  sinking  fund  to  f  7,000,000, 
f  3,000,000  would  be  annually  released  from  the  public 
debt,  which  could  be  applied  to  a  system  of  tntarmil  im- 
provement,  producing  the  most  happy  effect  upon  the 
national  prosperity.  It  would  not  postpone  the  final  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  but  only  tlirow  forward  the  surplus  of 
the  redeemable  debt  in  1828  and  '29  upon  the  years 
1831,  '33,  and  34,  when  very  small  portions  of  the  debt 
would  be  redeemable  ;  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  would  be  kept  actively  and  profitably  employ- 
ed until  the  final  extinction  of  the  debt  in  1835.  Hence, 
Mr.  S.  contended,  whether  the  propoution  be  adopted 
or  not,  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  sound  and  enlightened  po- 
licy to  reduce  the  present  sinking  fund  from  $10,000,000 

#  r.ooo.ooo. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  BiiBoira]  sug- 
gests to  me  the  reduction  of  the  duties.  To  this  Mr.  S. 
■aid  he  could  not  assent }  the  duties  were  imposed  for 
purposes  of  protection,  and  not  ftir  revenue  :  they  were 
imposfd  to  protect  our  national  industij' — to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures  from  the  ruinous  effect  of  ftHvign 
campetition.  He  could  not,  therefore,  consent  to  tftcir 
repeaL  He  would  cotlecl  the  revenue  for  one  important 
object — the  proteciion  of  our  manuAtctures — ahd  send  it 
back  to  the  Feople  who  paid  it,  for  another  equally  im- 
portant Inject,  the  improvement  of  their  country. 

By  adopting  this  policy,  you  will  prevent,  measurably, 
the  exhau^ng  and  injurious  effects  withdrawing  annu- 
ally from  tbe  pockets  of  the  People  ten  milliona  of  dol- 
lars, and  putting  it  beyond  Aeir  reach ;  by  this  means 
three  millions  of  it  will  be  returned  to  its  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation,  promoting,  at  the  same  time,  the 
aoat  iinportant  national  purposes— tbe  permanent  improve* 
EMnt  of  the  tntenwl  condition  of  our  common  country. 

There  were  many  other  strong  considerations  in  fiivor 


tors,  but  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  who  are 
forcing  them  thus  hastily  to  discharge  the  public  debt. 
It  appeared  to  him  unjust  that  the  wfiole  wsght  of  the 
debt  bhould  be  thrown  upon  the  sbouldets  of  those  who 
bad  to  fight  the  battles  and  bear  the  burdens  of  the  war 
by  which  this  debt  was  created. 

Tbe  strong  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
that  it  would  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
went,  therefore,  for  nothing — it  was  unfounded  in  bet. 
If  you  had  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  idle  in  jrour  ex- 
chequer, you  cannot  pay  the  debt  until  1835,  when  the 
hut  portion  becomes  payable,  and  this  can  be  as  well 
accomplished  by  a  nncing  fund  of  seren,  u  «f  seren^ 
millions. 

.  These  were  among  the  reasons  which  should  induce 
him  to  vote  against  tbe  propositions  :  he  bad  thought  it 
bis  duty  to  present  these  views  tlie  real  state  of  the 
finances,  not  merely  in  reference  to  the  question  now 
to  be  decided,  but  to  prevent  tbe  idea  firom  gwng  forth 
to  the  conntiy  that  we  were  obliged  to  sell  our  bank 
stock  to  pay  our  debts  ;  that  the  Government  was  em- 
barrassed and  put  to  iu  last  shifts  to  pay  the  public  cre< 
dilors,  when,  in  fact,  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Go. 
vemment  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  the  present  moment.  We  are  left  ftee  to  appro* 
priate  liberally  to  objecu  of  national  importance,  and  it 
would  be  no  apology  to  say,  we  cannot  fulfil  the  pobfie 
expectations  because  we  are  in  debt.  We  are  preswng 
our  creditors,  not  they  us.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  Baying, 
there  was  no  reason  to  sell  this  stock  to  pay  the  public 
debt,  and  it  had  been  clearly  shewn,  by  other  gentlemen, 
that,  in  every  other  point  of  view,  it  was  impolitic-^e 
therefore  hoped  that  this  subject,  and  tbe  public  mind, 
would  be  put  at  rest,  by  a  prompt  and  empbalia  rejection 
of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Vrrginia,  said,  that  he  had  not 
risen  to  debate  the  question  at  all :  for  he  believed  that 
whatever  other  opinions  might  be  held  as  to  the  resolu- 
tion, all  must  unite  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  was  not 
at  all  well-timed.  I  waa  in  hopes,  said  Mr.  U.  that  we 
sbouU  meet,  despatch  the  necessary  public  bunnea^  and 
return  to  our  re^wctive  homes,  for  once,  as  early  this  year, 
as  the  Constitution  will  oblige  us  to  go  home  the  next. 
My  object  in  rising,  is  to  move,  (and  1  hope  my  worthy 
colleague  will  excuse  me)  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, with  the  view  of  not  taking  it  up  i^ain  at  the  present 
sesshin.  Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  lay  the  reaolutkin  on  tbe 
table. 

On  this  motion.  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New-Tork,  asked  for 


of  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  which  it  was  unneeessaty  the  yeas  and  yeas,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 


at  this  time  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  House 
Enough  had  been  said,  he  trusted,  to  show  that  there 
WAS  no  propriety  in  adopting  this  measure  to  accelerate 
the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  the  great  and 
principal  object  of  the  motion. 

Od  tbe  contrary,  instead  of  hastening, -it  was  evidently 
tbe  policy  and  duty  of  the  Government  to  check  iU  too 
rapid  march  towards  the  final  extinction  of  tbe  National 
Debt.  We  are  running  far  ahead  of  the  National  Debt, 
and  shall,  if  we  stop  not  soon,  have,  as  appears,  lai^e 
sums  in  hand  which  cannot  be  employed.  A  motion, 
therefore,  to  reduce  the  Sinking  Fund  to  $7,000,000, 
would  be  nuicii  more  reasonable  than  the  one  now  sub- 
mitted, virtually  to  increase  it.  Besides,  by  reducing 
the  annual  Sinking  Fund,  we  will  not  postpone  the  pe- 
riod of  the  final  extinction  of  the  national  debt— but  mere- 
ly equalize  the  payments,  by  transferring  the  excess  of 
one  year  to  another,  when  little  or  nothing  was  pa>-able  : 
if  tbe  sinking  fund  were  twenty  millions  instead  of  ten, 
tbe  debt  could  not  be  paid  before  the  year  1835,  when 
the  last  portion  became  redeemable— tlie  holders  of  the 
stock,  it  was  well  known,  would  not  accept  the  payment 
M  lo»^  ai  they  could  avoid  it.  It  is  not  lue  public  credi- 
Vol.  IV— 54 


The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  t!ie  resolution 
'  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative. 

Hr.  FORT  sud  that  there  was  no  gentleman  who  had 
a  greater  desire  than  he  had,  that  the  time  of  tbe  House 
should  nut  be  unnecessarily  consumed,  and  that  thii 
question  ^ould  receive  a  prompt  decision.  He  could 
not  however  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Va.  who 
had  just  Uken  his  seat,  thatllie  resolution  was  ill-timed  ; 
he  thought  it  welUiraed— j^et  it  was  a  question  which 
ought  to  be  settled  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  believ- 
ed the  general  sense  of  the  House  was  against  the  pro- 
position. Nevertheless,  the  discussion  of  it  was  not 
uselui  or  improper,  as  tbe  nation  would  look  to  the 
debates  of  this  House,  as  to  «  proper  source  from 
whence  to  derive  information  on  the  subject.  He  rose 
with  a  view  to  advocate  the  resolution,  but  in  doing  so, 
he  felt  great  dilficully  and  great  embarrassment,  u  he 
must  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vitipnb* 
who  bad  given  to  the  subject  the  investigation  a.  mas- 
ter, and  had  presented  bb  liew  of  it  in  so  ingenious 
and  eloquent  a  manner.  He  thought  the  argument 
that  genUeman  had  net  yet  been  refuted »  he  bad 
rested  bis  calculstit»8  on  •  mstbemeticBl  bs8i%  but 
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they  had  not  yet  been  met :  those  who  hul  attempted 
to  meet  ttiem  had  not  drawn  their  topics  of  argu- 
ment from   the  deduct'iona  ot  Arithmetic,   tliat  sure, 
unerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  tUose  who  rety 
upon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  cunclusion.    I'he  gentle- 
nan,  said  MT'  F.  has  given  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole  subject — be  has 'treated  it  with  the  skill  ot  a 
master,  and  who  shall  venture  tu  fulluw  him  ?   The  sub- 
ject was  confessedly  oiie  uf  great  obscurity  :  it  has  piiz- 
■led  the  wise,  and  the  fool  need  not  be  aiiliamed  to  con- 
fess his  ignorance  of  it.    Yet  lie  thought  it  might  be 
Itill  fitrther  simplified.    What  was  the  nature  of  this  in- 
■titution  >  when  was  it  chartered  }  and  for  what  pur- 
pose }  and  what  was  the  condition  of  the  national  cur- 
rency when  it  first  went  into  operation  ?   The  currency 
was  in  a  broken  and  confused  situation—the  various 
kinds  of  paper  were  made  payable  at  short  distances  of 
time,  and  credit  was  very  generally  impaired-    I'o  re- 
medy thia  state  of  things,  and  to  aid  the  fioverameiit  in 
its  fimnaial  openktion^  k  N^ofwl  Bank  wu  created, 
whb  a  capital  4^  thir^*five  nuUions  of  dollars.  This 
amount  was  thought  to  be  very  tai^e,  and  fears  were 
entertained  that  so  mucli  stock  would  never  find  pur- 
chasers at  its  par  value.    Those  who  felt  these  appre 
hensions  reasoned  fKim  principles  uhich  had  been  now 
80  ably  lahl  down  in  relation  to  the  proportion  between 
demand  and'  supply.   To  aid  in  the  diq>eMl  of  this 
stock,  the  Government  took  it  to  the  smoont  of  seven 
mtlliens,  and  received  from  the  Bank  a  lomu  of  {1 ,5CM),- 
000.   (On  this  subject  some  dispute  had  ariseii,  but  it 
had  finally  been  decided  that  the  Bank  had  a  right  to 
give  this  sum.)    What  was  the  result  of  the  experiment? 
Twenty  eight  millions  of  the  Stock  was  thrown  into  the 
market  in  one  day.   Was  there  any  difficiiUjr  in  finding 
purchasers  ?   Did  the  Stock  sell  ?   It  was  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  distrea :  did  tliia  prevent  the  sale  >  The 
whole  amount  was  bought  up  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
offered  in  market.    What  a  comment  did  this  fact  fur- 
nish on  the  present  feurs  uf  gentlemen  <    When  it  is 
proposed  to  sell,  we  are  told  the  market  will  be  glutted, 
and  down  goes  the  Stock.    Nay,  as  soon  as  the  propo- 
sal is  beard  of,  down  will  go  the  Stock.   But  can  you,  at 
this  time,  glut  a  market  with  seven  millions,  which,  so 
long  ago,  took  tuienty-eigjit  millions  without  the  least 
difficulty  i     We  are  told  that  the  value  uf  stock  is  a 
moral  consideraUon — that  its  value  depends  much  un 
whether  the  charter  is  to  continue;  and  that,  if  this  is  not 
likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  of  the  less  value,  because 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  closing  the  concerns  of  the  Bank. 
But  if  the  botders  of  Stock  are  under  an  erroneous  im- 
presaon  as  to  the  probabiUty  of  the  charter's  being  re- 
newed, the  sooner  lliey  arc  undeceived,  the  better.  Is 
it  not  due  to  them  at  once  to  say,  that  Government  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  renew  it  ?    Certiunly.    When  the 
pmod  fur  its  renewal  comes,  those  who  sliuU  occupy  seats 
in  this  House  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  renewing  ; 
not  from  any  obligation  they  are  supposed  to  lie  under 
to  renew  it,  but  from  considerations  drawn  from  their 
views  of  the  good  of  the  nation.   Tlie  gentleman  from 
SlasHchosetts  hastokl  us,  that,  before  the  old  Bank  ex- 
pired, Us  Stock  rose  to  140  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  institution.   If  this  be  so,  what  security  have 
we,  tliat.tbe  bubble  will  not  i^in  burst What  certain- 
ty have  w^,  tliat  the  present  iwlvance  of  23^  per  cent,  is 
not  also  the  consequence  of  some  mismanagement  \  Who 
are  the  dealers  in  Stock  ^  and  why  does  Stocks  rue  and 
fiUI,8o  that  by  their  Buotuations  whole  fortunes  are  often 
•wept  away  i   The  reason  is  plain  :  There  are  a  few  per- 
•ons  who  know  Uie  causes  of  the  changes  in  price,  while 
the  great  mass  of  the  holders  know  nothing  at  alt  of  tlie 
matter,  and  are  left  to  the  mere  mercy  of  evenu.  But, 


better.    The  nation  is  a  mere  Stockhuldtr  in  tlic  Batik, 
It  has,  as  such,  all  the  rtghu  of  any  other  Stockhi>ldep. 
and  may  sell  out  its  interest  whenever  it  may  think  it 
most  expedient  to  do  so.    But,  what  right  have  we  to 
suppose  that  the  holders  of  the  Stock  do  not  tliemaelves 
know  its  true  value      The  sellinf;  t)lf  «f  oht  portion  of 
llie  Stock  can  have,   if  any,  but  a.  very  trivial  efPec'. 
Our  selling  out  of  our  Stock  camiut  justly  be  interpre- 
ted as  a  proof  that  the  Government  have  withdrawn  their 
protection  bom  the  Bank  ;  there  is  no  gentleman  here 
who  thinks  of  touching  the  charter  duriiw  the  pen^d 
it  has  to  run — and  the  buyer  of  the  Stock  knowe  tnis. 
He  goes  into  the  market  with  his  wits  ahoiit  him.  Do 
gentlemen  suppose  thut  the  buyer  of  Uiis  Stock  is  in 
ignoniice  of  what  is  transacted  here  i    And  why  d« 
iney  suppose  he  will  fear  to  purchase  i  if,  while  7  mil- 
lions of  the  Public  Stock  is  taken  out  uf  it,  by  pa>iiig  so 
much  uf  the  Public  Debt,  (he  same  amount  is  thrown 
into  it  hy  the  sale  of  our  Bank  Stuck  i   Surely,  by  such 
a  transsctioi^  the  market  will  virtuatty  be  left  as  it  'u  at 
present.    lam  willing  to  allow  that  the  Stockholdets 
purchased  with  the  understanding  that  the  Guveminent 
would  continue  to  hold  its  Stock  in  the  Bank.    It  cer> 
tainly  was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  the  Govemnient 
would  sell  out  during  the  present  year.    But  the  ques- 
tion uf  its  value  is  a  matter  of  very  simple  calcuUtion. 
According  to  the  security  of  payment,  and'  the  rate  of 
interest  paid,  so  will  be  the  price  «tf  the  Stock  in  market. 
Our  citizens  are  not  going  tu  be  deceived.    Wc  have 
thrown  enough  into  the  market  to  test  its  value,  and 
that  value  is  well  ascertained. 

I  have,  however,  no  desire  longer  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  tlousf,  nor  should  I  have  said  what  I  now  have, 
liad  I  conceived  that  the  same  view  of  tlie  subject  lisd 
been  given  by  otiiers. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said  that,  after  the  discussion  which 
the  subject  had  received,  and  all  that  had  been  said,  awl 
so  well  said,  he  sl>ould  not  haTC  been  disposed  to  pro- 
tract, in  any  degree,  a  debate,  out  of  whicn  little  practi* 
cal  usefulness  was  likely  to  arise,  if  some  observations, 
looking  to  ulterior  consequences  uf  nn  small  moment, 
had  not  fallen  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  liad  ea- 
tci-ed  into  the  discussion,  which  he  thov^it  did  not  be- 
long either  to  the  criws  -or  to  the  subject  itself.  He 
shuuKI,  otherwise,  have  contented  himself  with  a  silent 
vote  in  the  negative,  however  highly  he  respected  the 
motives  of  the  mover  of  the  proposition,  and  have  rested 
the  viiidicatiun  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  on  the 
unanswerable  argument  which  his  colleagues  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Hsssacliusetts  (Hr.  Goobam)  bad  presented 
of  this  subject. 

But  gentlemen  had  not  stopped  where  this  question 
properly  ended ;  the  course  wliich  they  had  taken  in 
their  argument,  had  seemed  almost  to  imply,  that  the 
decision  of  the  present  question  liad,  if  not  a  direct,  at 
least  a  remote  connexion  with  a  laiger  and  more  im- 
portant inquiry  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bunk  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
for  one,  he  wished  this  kept  entirely  out  <3S  view  \  anil 
he  protested,  t»  Umine,  against  either  the  <fiscussion  or 
vote  of  the  House  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia  being  considered  as  an  indication  of  the 
feelings,  much  less  a  commitment  of  the  opinion  of 
this  body,  to  which  no  such  question  even  indirectly 
belongs^  and  which  tlie  best  interests  of  the  country 
requires  should  be  an  open  question,  to  be  decided  by 
those  who  are  to  come  afler  us,  with  a  knowledge  am- 
plified and  corrected  by  the  experience  of  eight  years 
to  come.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  be  a  large,  be 
might  almost  say  a  momentous  question,  perhaps  in  a 
period  of  peace  the  most  so  of  any  which  was  likely  to 


,  if  the  Bank  is  really  so  situated  that  the  nation  can  know  agitate  ^is  Confederacy  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  cen- 
mrtbing  (tf  its  coflcern^  the  pooner  we  get  ridtifit,  theUury.  He  wm  aware  that  this  gigantic  institatloo,  the 
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Bank  of  the  Ua'ited  Srates.  wild  be  brouglit  to  a  ttnct 
account  i  that  it  would  be  inquired  how  it  nad  dischai^- 
ed  the  high  purposes  for  which  it  was  created  i  wbetii- 
er  it  had,  indeed,  given  us  a  uniform  currency,  copious 
»nd  healthful  i  whetlier  it  bad  equali«ed  the  exchange 
«f  the  country,  and  had  applied,  at  the  periods  it  was 
most  wanted,  a  remedy  to  one  <rf  the  aererett  erUs  ^t 
■can  befitll  a  oommunity  at  all  advanced  in  ctrilizatton 
and  the  arts — a  decreasing  circuUting  medium.  These 
were  questions,  he,  for  one,  was  willing  to  leave  with 
those  who  would  be  called  upon  to  t^cide  them,  as 
well  as  the  vast  and  complicated  relations,  constitutional 
and  political,  which  belonged  to  tlie  whole  topic 

It  was  true  that  hia  cSlaague  (Mr.  McDsmB)  ,had 
expressed  hta  aatiractioii  that  the  genlleman  from  Vir- 
ginia should  have  indicated  hia  befief  that  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  renewed. 
■He,  Hr.  H.,  would  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 

£ landed  on  enlarged  caD»derattons  erf  national  policy, 
ut  he  would  uuderUke  to  say  this,  that,  without  public 
aentiment  In  the  State  from  which  they  both  cane,  un. 
derwent  some  change,  before  this  question  came  up  for 
conslderatluti,  if  he  and  bis  colleague  entertjined  such 
opinions  then,  he  rather  thought  their  constituents  wouKI 
be  apl  to  depute  some  other  agents  than  themselves,  to 
represent  their  sentiments  on  this  subject,  however  high- 
ly and  justly  the  constituents  of  his  friend  and  colleague 
appreciated  his  (llr.  llcD's.)  public  aervices.  The 
truth  was  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  all  those  States  in 
which  the  income  of  the  Government  vastly  exceeds  its 
'  local  expenditures,  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  is  felt  with  more  or  less  severity  and  incon- 
venience  j  on  the  other  hand,  in  those  States  where  the 
Government  spends  locally  a  |p«atcr  part  of  what  it  col- 
lects, the  operation  of  this  institution  is  not  only  compara- 
tively innocent,  but  beneficifd  South  Carolina  happens, 
unfortunately,  to  be  in  tlie  former  predicament,  out  of 
that  very  condition  of  things  which  he  had  indicated, 
and,  although  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  was  a  mere  instru> 
meiit,  it  wa6  very  natural  for  those  who  were  writhuig  un- 
der  the  exhaustion,  to  find  foult  with  the  oi^n  of  suction 
itaelf,and  in  the  agony  arising  from  taking  the  medicament, 
not  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  its  sanative  influence. 

There  was  another  point  in  this  discusvion  against 
vhieh  he  would  enter  his  protest,  and  that  was  the  in- 
fluences that  were  employed  from  abroad,  for  begetting 
un  extraordinary  sensitiveness  in  this  House  that  any 
allusion  to  llie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Government  with  it,  was  a  most  serious 
derangement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country. 
Some  gentleman  teemed  to  think  this  subject  was  only 
to  be  touched  b^  the  practised  hand  of  a  fundhokier  t 
that  a  man  of  plam  sense  and  common  honesty  was  not 
to  approach  it  t  and  above  all,  it  waaeminently  miscliiev- 
oas  for  the  Representatives  of  the  People  to  entertain 
such  a  discussion,  or  inquire  into  our  interest  in  tliis  co- 
partnership, forsooth,  because  the  speculations  on 
.  'Change  might  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two,  and  aome 
overgrown  stock  jobber  rei(iize  two  or  three  per  cent  less 
than  he  otherwise  would.  He  knew  well  that  a  plethoric 
fundhoUer  was  one  of  the  most  sensitive  moruls  upon 
the  ftee  of  the  earth  ;  that  he  considered  the  barometer 
of 'Change  Alley,  of  almost  as  much  value  as  the  scrip- 
tares ;  and  a  fall  in  the  price  of  stock  nearljr  aa  severe  a 
calami^  as  the  entve  loss  of  the  sacred  writings.  Cob- 
bett  has  humorously  told  us,  that  nobody  can  touch  a 
ruffle  in  Uie  brocade  of  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread  needle 
Street,  as  he  calls  the  Bank  of  England,  witliout  giving 
her  a  fit  of  hysterics  and  setting  the  whole  country  in 
commotion.  We  seem  to  be  coming  to  the  same  state 
of  thtn^.  But  this  is  not  all :  my  friend  from  Virginia 
cannot  introduce  a  matter  inrotvin^  a  mere  .financial 
.qiwfltion  of  profit  and  loss,  without  being  charged  with  a 
party  plot  M  the  worst  omens. 


Now,  ur,  although  this  gentleman  has  quite  wit 
enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  firmness  enough  to  carry 
into  effect,  a  tolerable  conspiracy  on  all  proper  occasions, 
he  has  too  much  hoqestyto  be  engaged  in  any  that  arb 
not  in  harm-jny  with  the  purity  and  integrity  of  hii 
whole  life  j  ana  quite  too  much  wisdom  t»  undertake  a 
CDiupiraqr,  without  previously  providing  conspimtors, 
which  he  seems  to  have  overlooked  in  this  matter  t  yet, 
depend  upon  it,  that  many  an  old  fundholder,  roasting* 
his  feet  before  the  fire,  wiU  tremble  in  his  flannel  for  bis 
plum,  and  no  doubt  exclaim — there,  you  see  bow  it  is  tha 
moment  these  Jackson  men  have  got  possession  of  the 
House  {  away  goes  the  bank  of  the  United  Sutes  sky- 
high,"  and  we  shall  next  see  the  "  mifitary  chieftun," 
after  his  election,  making  his  way,  sword  in  hand,  into 
the  vaults  of  the  Bank,  and  seizing  its  coffers  as  his  espe- 
cial portioji  of  the  booty  after  the  strife  and  vietoiy.  Be 
qu«et,  gentlemen.  Be  assured  we  do  not  mean  to  run 
our  heads  against  the  Bank  of  the  Unite4  SUtes-.WKl 
this  our  vote  will  show.  * 

But,  nr,  to  be  serious,  I  am  fio-  from  thinking  that  it  It 
an  evil  to  those  who  permanently  invest  in  the  stock  of 
tlie  United  States  Bank,  to  know  that  the  policy  of  that 
Institution  rosy  sometimes  be  discussed  here,  however 
prejudicial  it  may  be  to  the  interests  of  those  who  specu- 
iKte  in  its  scrip. 

If  our  silence  at  any  time  when  we  ought  to  speak 
gives  an  artificial  appreciation  to  this  stcwk,  it  is  the 
widow  and  the  orpnan,  and  those  who  are  the  victima 
of  their  own  ignorance  and  the  knavery  of  others,  who 
suffer,  and  who  will  be  sure  to  suffer,  if  any  false  dedue> 
tions  are  made  from  the  sentiments  which  the  House  i» 
about  to  pronounce  en  the  single  [tfopoMtion  before 
them. 

That  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman,' 
I  need  scarcely  rep^t,  and  for  reasons  which  are  at  once 
connected  with  conwderations  that  carry  with  them  some- 
what the  force  of  a  moral  obligation  {  reasons  which  were 
stated  with  unanswerable  force  by  my  collea^e,  [Ur. 
Dkattoit]  whicii  mav  be  comprehended  in  a  single  sen- 
tence, to  wit :  tliat  it  entered  into  the  conrideration  of 
the  1,500,000  dollars  wluch  the  Bank  paid  the  United 
States  as  bonus,  that  this  co-partnership  ^ould  continue 
during  the  dumtion  of  the  charter. 

Besides,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  1  am  satisfied 
that  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  stock  which  the  Govern- 
ment holds,  would  be  attended  with  a  loss,  not  equivalent 
to  the  amount  conjectured,  but  quite  sufiicient  to  render 
it  an  unthrifty  operatioa.  Nut,  indeed,  that  seven  mil- 
lions of  stoi^  of  tae  Bank  might  not  change  hands  in  the 
coiuse  of  the  year,  without  a  material  depreciation  ;  that 
is  to  say,  through  the  transactions  of  private  sellers  ;  but 
the  very  moment  the  Qovermnent  becomes  a  seller  in  tbe 
mai^ket,  it  would  be  taken  not  alone  as  a  conclusive  proof 
that  the  charter  was  not  to  be  renewed,  but  the  impres- 
sion would  be  created  that  even  tbe  fmlitiea  -wiuda  the 
Government  gives  this  institution,  in  ita  various  tnnsae- 
tions,  were  in  jeopardy,  the  very  moment  our  co-partner* 
ship  was  at  an  end  }  from  which  would  follow  a  ruinous 
depreciation  of  its  stock. 

I  say,  then,  let  this  institution  go  on  unembarrassed 
by  either  our  fears  or  prejudices  f  let  it  enjoy  all  those 
advantages  for  which  it  has  honestly  and  fiuthfuHy  paid 
a  fuU  equivalent.  And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the 
present,  let  us  be  uncommitted  as  to  the  future. 

Mr.  WEEMS  said,  he  had  yesterday  opposed  tbe  ino- 
Uon  for  adjournment  from  his  anxie^  to  see  the  question 
^sposedof,  and  hatl  not  intended  to  say  a  word  in  the 
debate  t  but  nnce  it  had  been  discussed  to  day,  it  had 
presented  itself  to  his  mind  in  a  double  aspect.  One  of 
these  views  had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  anticipated,  bf 
the  genUeman  from  South  Carolina,  who  had  just  taken 
bis  seat  i  he  would  therefore  curtail  what  he  had  intended 
to  lay  on  that  head.  He  joined  heartily  in  tiie  pnteit 
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•gainst  any  pledge  being  derived  from  the  decision  of  the 
preient  question,  m  to  vtwt  tbis  Houie  would  do  when 
Ibe  question  of  renewal  of  the  Bank  charter  ^ouM  come 
beifbre  it.    He  held  that  the  House  would  be  under  no 
obligation  derived  from  this  source,  but  perfeclly  free  and 
unfettered  as  to  granlinr  or  refusing.    He  was  opposed 
to  the  resolution  ;  not,  -however,  because  he  held  the  sale 
of  Stock  to  be  any  violation  of  a  contract  with  the  Bank. 
The  eontrMtt  of  Government  with  the  Bank  contwned 
two  specific  obligations  }  first,  that  the  Government  shall 
•uperviae  the  manner  in  which  its  aflitirt  are  conducted. 
This  stipulation  was  separate  and  independent ;  it  wai 
introduced  because  the  United  Sutca  were  to  nuke  aU 
itsdepoai's  in  this  Bank.   But  a  second  stipulation  was, 
that  the  Government  should  have  a  share  in  the  direction, 
u  it  eontimied  bound  to  superintend  alto  the  libectiee 
and  interests  of  the  American  People.   Sfaonid  a  mam- 
moth institution  like  this  be  kfk  without  any  apwal 
guardianship  or  control,  it  might  possibly  become  an  in- 
strument in  the  hawla  of  some  ambitious  upirant  to  put 
a  crown  upon  his  head  and  ruin  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  this  People.    The  next  stipulation  was,  that  the 
United  States  should  hold  one  fifth  part  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank.   As  a  stockholder,  however,  she  hu  olearijr  a 
right  to  sell  out  whenever  she  shall  aeem  H  eniedient  for 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  so.   We  are  told  in  the  volume 
oftruth.  "alltbingsarelawful  to  me,  but  all  things  are 
not  expedient."   The  sale  was  lawful,  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  it  as  not  being  expedient — and  of  this  he  did 
not  deqMir  to  convince  the  getleman  from  Virginia  from 
the  arguments  be  had  himself  employed.   That  gentle- 
man had  shewn  that  the  price  ot  the  stock  depends  upon 
the  abundance  of  the  means  to  purchase  it,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  other  investment,  and  had  correcily  in«8ted 
that  if,  while  United  SUtea  stock  is  diminish^  by  redemp- 
tion at  the  Public  Debt,  the  means  of  other  investmenU , 
■re  supplied  by  throwing  so  much  Bank  stock  into  mar- 
ket, no  great  difTerence  in  the  state  of  Uie  market  waa 
justly  to  be  apprehended'    There  might  perhaps  be  a 
temporary  depresrion  in  the  price  of  this  stock,  but  it 
would  be  on'y  tempovary  and  tranment  t  to  so  much  of  the 
gentleman's  argument  he  entirely  ^reed.  Another  point 
of  the  argument  was  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Public 
Debt  was  paid  off*,  the  opportuiutiea  of  investment  en* 
joyed  by  the  public  creditors,  ou^l  to  be  increased. . 
This  also  was  true  as  a  general  pontien.    But  were  they  ' 
net  abundant,  and  daily  increanng  ?    This  was  a  mo- 
ment of  vast  speculation  in  undertakings  of  all  sorts. 
The  stocks  in  market  were  almost  innumerable:  Ma- 
nufacturing associations,  canal  companies,  road  com- 
panies, &c.  etc.,  were  all  competitors  for  the  loot* 
and  floating  capital  of  the  nation.    Tbia  was,  therc- 
fbr^  a  most  unptopitioos  moment  at  which  to  offer  our 
stock  for  sale.    The  modes  trf  investment  were  already 
possessed — snd,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  doc- 
trine, in  relation  to  demand  and  supply,  the  stock  could 
not  be  expected  now  to  hold  its  pnce.    But  should  Gov- 
emment  wait  till  these  several  stocks  were  in  a  good  de- 
gree taken  up.  the  United  Stetes'  Bank  Stock  might  be 
offered  with  much  better  prospects  of  a  profitable  sale. 
Instead  of  23  percent,  it  might  then  bring  50,  and  even 
60  per  cent,  advance. 

I'his  view  of  the  subject  was,  he  thought,  sufficient 
to  show  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion. He  had  ever  bee:i  %  friend  to  the  Bank,  but  he 
did  not,  nevertheless*  believe  that  Government  were  at 
all  bound  to  hold  the  stock  any  longer  than  it  might  be 
fitrlls  pecuniary  advantage. 

Mr.  9.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  next  addressed  the 
Housi'in  opposition  to  the  measure.  After  recapUula- 
ting  the  fiscal  calculations  on  which  the  mover  placed  the 
expediency  of  the  sale,  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  show  that 
the  supposed  gain  of  1,600,000  dollars  would  not  be 


realised.  The  gentleman  had  sUted  only  the  credit 
side  of  the  account,  and  seemed  to  forget  that,  by  aellmr 
out  our  7  millions,  we  parted  with  a  capital  which  woelu 
continue  to  yield  an  annual  interest  of  70,000  dollan. 
Here  Mr.  W.  went  into  a  long  calculation,  the  result  of 
which  was  understood  to  be,  that,  allowing  the  »t»«^^ 
retain  its  price  at  23  per  cent,  advance,  the  Uni^ 
States  would  gain  by  the  sale  only  433,000  donare*  in- 
stead of  1.600,000  dolUrs. 

He  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  probability  of  the 
stock's  retaining  its  price,  and  contended,  that  such  a 
supposition  was  disproved  by  the  gentleman's  own  pnn- 
ciplea.  He  said,  that  the  stock  dr»ived  its  value  pnn- 
cipally  from  the  permanency  and  security  which  belonged 
to  it.  The  3  per  cents,  were  high,  because  they  had 
long  to  ruB,  but  the  United  States'^Bank  stock,  instead  of 
beioiTMCure  foreven  eight  years,  might  be  redeemed  tfr 
morrow.  He  denied  that  the  price  of  this  stock  present- 
ed any  strong  temptation  to  capitalists.  It  was  wmth, 
by  the  gentleman's  own  shewing,  bot  about  4^  per  cent, 
but  there  were  steamboat  and  canal  stocks  in  abundance, 
almost  any  of  which  offered  a  more  inviting  prospect. 
But,  besides  this  competition  (or  investment,  the  gentle- 
man had  not  warranted  bis  wares  ;  be  had  also  prudently 
shielded  himself  from  any  liability  to  which  be  might  have 
been  subjected,  by  a  concealment  of  their  detects  ;  be 
had  put  tlie  purchasers  on  their  guard  against  ascribing 
too  much  value  to  the  stock*  from  a  hope  of  the  exten- 
uon  of  the  time  of  redemption,  by  apprising  them  of  bit 
hostili^  to  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  { that  thb 
waa  honest  and  honorable,  dthough  not  calculated  to  en< 
hance  the  price  of  the  article.  Many  other  ttock%  while 
they  yielded  a  larger  dividend,  promised  a  much  better 
prospect  of  permanency. 

Mr.  W.  next  dwelt  on  the  probability  of  the  price  be- 
ing purposely  depressed  by  the  combination  of  moa^ 
dttlera,  and  went  into  a  series  of  atatemeiits,  going  to 
shew  tiie  prospects  of  profit  under  various  suppoamle 
degrees  of  depression.  He  concluded  this  calcuhtioii 
ana  the  argumenu  connected  with  it,  by  shewing  a 
strong  probability  of  loss,  instead  of  gain,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  selling. 

He  then  went  into  some  observatiohs  of  a  more  gene- 
mi  character.  The  first  had  reference  to  the  pn£abil- 
ity  of  the  cliarter  being  renewed.  He  regretted  this 
topic  had  been  introduced  at  all  ;  it  was  calculated  to 
afi^ct  the  national  credit,  than  which  nothing  was  more 
delicate  pr  more  easily  injured.  He  adverted  to  a  saying  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  that  there  never  had  been  an  tn^nce,  in 
which  a  Icfrislativc  body  attempted,  by  legislation,  to  re- 
gulate the  nationid  currency,  in  which  they  had  not  com- 
pletely  hiled.  In  this  matter,  mere  theory  was  ineffec- 
tual and  deceptive  t  experience  alooe  could  be  refied- 
on. 

He  then  drew  a  striking  picture  of  the  gloomy  state 
of  the  public  resourcrs  during  the  late  war,  and  the  con- 
trast produced  in  two  years  by  the  operation  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  during  which  time  the  amount  of  paper  citP- 
rency  had  ^len  from  one  hundred  and  ten  milliona  to 
fiffy  three  milliona.  He  enhirged  on  the  salutary  inSu- 
enee  of  this  institution,  in  regulating  the  issues  of  the 
locsl  banks,  and  yet  in  treating  them  with  all  reasonable 
indulgence.  It  was  not,  he  insisted,  in  the  power  of  this 
Bank  to  be  oppressive  in  its  operations  { the  Government 
had  .-x  complete  and  constant  control  over  all  its  proceed- 
ings, and  could,  in  a  moment,  correct  any  abuse,  should 
it  ever  be  attempted.  He  paid  a  merited  compliment 
to  the  gentleman  who  presides  over  the  exchequer,  ( Mr. 
M'DoFFiB,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,)  forthe  honorable  sentiments  he  hod  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  Introduction  of  party  bitterness  into  such  a 
discusKon  as  this.  Such  sentiments  were  worthy  of  the 
station  he  occupied,  and  added,  that  be  should  as  soma 
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have  expected  that  a  reversioner,  wlio  bad  obtained  pos- 
■eaaion  ol  the  estate  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
the  tenant  for  years,  would  commit  waste,  as  that  that 
honorable  gentleman  would  lay  riolent  hands  on  any  oT 
««r  national  eatablishmenti.  He  gave  the  mover  of  the 
icadkitioii.(Mr.  BaaaoirK,)  AiIl  credit  for  th'e  purity  of 
ItU  Biotivesk  but  proposed  other  moded,  which  he  thought 
prefenbl*  for  accomplishing  the  object  he  professed  to 
nave  in  view  %  and  went  into  a  calculation  to  shew  the 
ratea  of  pro&t  which  might  be  made  by  the  issue  of  a  new 
itock,  supposing  it  to  bear  4, 4},  and  5  per  cent,  interest. 
He  concluded  by  ezpreoing  hli  hope  that  the  Tetolutio.1 
would  be  rejected. 

"The  Question"  was  now  loudly  demanded  from  all 
sides  of  the  House  i  when 

Mr.  BARBOUR  rote  to  make  sMte  cqnelutUng  re- 
marks in  reply.  He  was  not,  he  said,  in  the  habit  of  in- 
truding himaelfupon  the  attention  of  the  Hi^se,  after 
hearing  a  general  call  for  the  aueaticm,  such  as  had  just 
been  madet  but  he  would,  on  this  occasion,  ask  leave  to 
offer  one  or  two  observations,  and  to  present  some  ac- 
curate calculations,  by  aid  of  which  the  views  of  the  gentle 
men  who.had  opposed  the  resolution  might  be  traced 
to  their  actual  results.  As  to  the  great  alarm  which  seemed 
to  prevail,  in  regaixl  to  the  depression  in  the  price  of  the 
stock,  it  miglit  at  once  be  obviated  by  introducing  in  the 
bill  wliich  provided  for  the  sale  a  limitation  of  the  price 
at -which  it  bhoukl  be  effected:  a  minimum,  which 
woukl  efTectoaUy  guard  againat  any  depressimi  below 
that  point. 

[Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  calculation,  the  object  of 
vliich  was  to  obviate  the  positions  taken,  with  a  view  to 
shew  that  no  profit  would  result  from  the  sale.  But  as 
we  should  do  injustice  to  iiis  ststement,  by  giving  It  in 
.an  inaccurate  or  partial  manner,  and  as  it  Is  next  to  impos- 
sible to  give  a  perfect  report  of  arithmetical  statements 
from  the  ear  alone,  we  must  omit  this  part  of  his  re- 
marks.] 

Asto  the  general  principles  which  had  been  advanced 
on  the  other  side,  he  woultl  not  detain  the  House  save 
by  a  rii^le  remark  ;  and  that  was,  that  if  he  could  for 
one  moment  believe,  that,  by  introducing  the  present 
neatttre,  he  was  in  the  remotest  manner  touching  the 
pledged  faith  of  the  Nation,  the  resolution  would  have 
nllen  still-born  from  bis  hand.  That  fiiith  which  holds 
together  the  moral  as  well  as  the  putiticsl  world,  he 
would  never  violate*  Complaints  had  also  J>een  made, 
that,  by  effecting  such  a  sale,  the  Government  would 
treat  the  Bank  unjustly.  Tbis^  also,  waa  what  he  would 
never  be  guilty  ofi  but  was  this  complaint  well  founded? 
GcDllemen  spoke  of  the  great  advantages  conferred  by  the 
Bank  on  tile  Government,  and  speak  as  though  we  were  un- 
der  obligations  of  gratitude  to  that  Institution.  Obligations 
of  gratftude  !  And  are  we,  as  stockholders,  to  be  bound 
OD  this  consideration  >  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
fiiUy  reciprocated.  Nay,  the  depoaitei  alone  <^  the  im- 
mense funds  of  the  nation  were  an  abundant  compensation. 

•  We  place  in  the  luuida  OTthis  institution  an  annual  amount 
oftventy  milUona  of  dtrflars.  Now,  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  all  persona  conversant  in  banking  operations, 
that  cash  in  the  vauiu  of  a  bank  forms  almost  as  efficient 

•  fund  on  which  to  proceed,  as  the  slock  itself.  It  is  true 
this  amount  is  liable  to  be  called  for  by  itt  owners  at  any 
moment :  but  it  generally  happened  that,  while  aums  were 
drawn  out  by  some,  they  were  deposited  by  others,  and 
that  one  so  neatly  balanced  the  other,  that  the  specie  in 
the  vaults  had  very  truly  been  said  to  change  its  owners 
much  more  frequently  than  its  place.  The  Uovcrnmenl, 
too,  can  borrow  money  at  five  and  four  and  a  half  per 
centum,  and  might  even  get  it  at  fourper  centum.  The 
Bank  bad  secured  by  its  charter  the  important  privilege 
of  reeeiviiir  «s  per  centinterest  on  all  the  notes  oiacoant- 
«d  by  it,  lAicb  privilege  wu  tecured  for  twenty  years. 


And  though  the  rate  of  stock  may  be  diminished  by  the 
mismanagement  of  the  institution,  that  is  not  to  be  charged 
to  the  Government,  and  does  not  enter  into  the  conndera- 
tion  of  gratitude.  Bewdes,  tiiis  Bank  is  a  kind  of  monor 
poly  of  the  advantages  doived  fVom  Government :  for  thtt 
Government  is  bound  to  charter  nu  other  Bank  within  the 
United  States,  unless  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Ur. 
B.  concluded,  with  declaring  that  though  he  would  never 
be  the  consdous  instrument  of  violating  in  any  manner 
the  faiih  of  the  Government,  be  did  net  think  that  the 
Bank  could  make  any  just  complaint  so  long  as  it  contin* 
uea  to  get  more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  advantages 
ever  derived  from  Its  institution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  follows; 

YEAS— Hark  Alexander,  PhiUp  P.  Barbour,  Henry 
Daniel,  John  Floyd,  of  Ya.  Tomliuson  Fort,  Thomas  II. 
Hall,  Joseph  Leeotnpte,  John  Roane,  baniel  Turner — 9. 

t4AYS— WtUiam  Adaim,  Samuel  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Alston,  John  Anderson,  Samuel  Anderson,  William  3. 
Archer,  William  Armstrong,  John  Bailey  John  Baldwin, 
Noyes  Barber,  David  Barker,  jr.  Daniel  D.  Barnard, 
John  Barney,  D.  L.  Barringer,  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Hor- 
decni  Bartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Phile- 
mon Beechcr,  John  Bell,  John  BUir,  Thomas  H.  Blake, 
Titus  Brown,  John  H.  Biyan,  James  Buchanan,  U..  A. 
Buckner,  Daniel  A.  A.  ^ck,.  Rudolph  Bunner,  Trig, 
tarn  Burges,  Samuel  Butman,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Sam- 
uel P.  Carson,  John  Carter,  Samuel  Chase,  N.  H. 
CtaibDme,  John  G.  Clark,  James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict, 
Heniy  W.  Conner,  Richard  Coulter,  W.  Creighton,  jr. 
David  Crockett,  B.  W.  Crowninihield,  Jolm  Culpeper, 
Thomas  Davenport,  John  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
J.  J.  De  Graff,  Robert  Desha,  J.  T-  Dickcnon,  WiU 
liam  Drayton,  Joseph  Duncan,  H.  W.  Dwigbt,  Jonas 
Earil,  jr.  Edward  Everett,  James  Findlay,  John  Floyd, 
of  Geo.  Chauncey  Forward,  Joseph  Fty,  Nathaniel 
Garrow,  George  K.-  Gilmer,  Benjamin  Gorham,  Innis 
Green,  Henry  H.  Gurlcy,  John  Hallock,  jr.  James  Hau^ 
iUon,jr.  Jonathan  Harvey,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Joseph 
Healy,  Selatt  It.  Hobbie,  James  I..  Hodges,  Gabriel 
Holmes,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  Jacob  C.  liadES,  Jonathan  Jennings,  Je- 
romus  Johnson,  Kensey  Johns,  jr.  Richard  Keestr,  Ad- 
am King,  George  Kr.:mer,  Joseph  Lawrence,  Prior  Lea, 
Isaac  Leffler,  Robert  P.  Letcher,  Peter  Little,  John 
Locke,  John  Long,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Cbiuenden  Ly- 
on, John  Magee,  John  H.  Maiable,  Ueniy  HUrkeU, 
Henry  C.  Martindale,  William  D.  Martin,  Dudky  Mar- 
vin,  Lewis  Maxwell,  John  Haynard,  William  McCoy, 
Geoi^  McDufBe,  Robert  McHatton,  Rufiis  Uclntire, 
Samuel  McKean,  John  HcKee,  Charles  P.  Hercer,  Or- 
range  Merwin,  Thomas  Metcalte,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  Charles 
Hincr,JohnMhehell,Tba.R.MitcheU,GabrielHoore,WilU- 
am  T.NuckoIls,Tbomaa  J.  Oakley .Jerenuab  O'Brien,  Rob- 
ert Orr,  jr.  Gcoige  W.  Owen,  Dutee  J.  Peaice,  EUsba 
Phelps,  Isaac  Pierson,  DavM  Plutt;  Jwne*  K.  Polk, 
William  Ramsay,  John  Reed,  Jossph  Riohanlson,  Wil- 
liam C.  Rires,  William  Riisscll,  Lemuel  Sawytr,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  John  Sloanc,  Alexander  Smyili,  I'clcj,' 
Spragne,  Michael  C.  Sprigg,  \V  lliam  Staiibcn-y,  .loiui 
B.  Sterigere,  Andrew  Stewart,  llt;ni*v  H.  sturr^,  Jutm 
G.  Stower,  JemeaStreiu^  Samuel  Su:.:>ii,  k>  iLi.nnln  SwifV, 
Joel  B.  Sutherland,  Jmn  W.  Tayloi,  Ucai^i-  i  lu;iiii>sor>, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Phineas  L.  Tracy,  James  Trezvant* 
Ebenezer  Tucker,  Starling  I'ucker,  Joaepli  Vance,  Espy 
Van  Horn,  S.  Van  RensseUer,  John  Varnum,  G.  C.  Ver- 
planck,  Samuel  F.  Vintoo,  George  F..  Wales,  Aaron 
Ward,  G.  C.  Washington,  John  C-  Weems,  Thomas 
Whipple,  jr.  Elisha  WhitUesey.  Charles  A.  WicklifTe, 
Levif  Williams^  Jaroee  Wilson,  Joseph  F.  Wingate,  John 
J.  Wood,  Stiaa  Wood,  John  Woods,  David  Woodcock, 
Geo.Woir,«iliaWrigbtJr.Jna.C.Wright^oelYancey.ir4. 
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So  the  molutton  wss  suictbd. 
llie  House  adjuurned  tQl  Monday. 

UoniAT,  Die.  24  183r. 

OLD  SEDITION  LAW. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  submitted  the  following: 

Whereas  a  law  was  pasanl  by  the  Gongresa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  approved  on  the  14th  July,  1798,  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain raimes  against  the  United  Stateat"  which  said 
act  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Sedition  law. 

Be  it  reaolved,  Thax  the  said  law  was  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  (Jnited  States,  by  <<  abridging  tlie  free- 
dom of  the  press." 

Be  it  further  reaolvedt  That*  as  several  persons  were  in- 
dicted* cunvicted(  and  suffered  In  pecuniaty  penalties  un- 
der th^  law,  that  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Meant  be 
directed  to  report  a  bill  wliich  shall  make*  full  provision 
for  refunding  to  the  said  persons  the  amount,  with  lawful 
interest,  of  ihe  tines  which  they  may  have  paid  to  the 
respective  Marshals  of  the  District  Courts  empowered  to 
levy  and  receive  the  same.  And  in  case  of  the  death  or 
tlie  absence  from  the  United  Slates,  of  any  of  the  said 
parties,  then  to  their  legal  representative^  or  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  may  be  dulyauiborized  to  receive  the 
same. 

Mr.  II  ^MILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  asking  the  House  to  consider,  at  the  present 
DKunent,  the  reeolutioiis  which  he  bad  just  had  Uie  ho- 
nor of  submitting.  His  object  was  raUier  to  intUcate  the 
time  at  which  he  should  ask  such  a  eonaidetution: 
fur  he  was  aware  that  the  resolutions  covered  too  much 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  daUcate  eoi)aid«ruU;>ns, 
^oth  of  piinciple  and  expediency,  to  be  precipitately  dis- 
cussed. 

He  hoped  that,  as  an  act  of  justice  which  he  owed  to 
himself,  lie  migbt  be  permitted  lo  avow,  that,  in  moving 
in  this  matter,  he  was  influenced  by  no  desire  to  make 
the  past  subservient  to  any  purpose  of  contemporary  ex- 
citement. The  resolution  were  intnKliiced  because  hi 
believed  that  the  parties  who  had  suffered  iu  pecuniar)' 
penalties  under  the  Sedition  Law,  w««  just  as  mucli 
entitled  to  have  the  fines  which  they  had  paid  refund- 
ed to  them,  as  an  ordinary  suitoa  in  a  Court  of  Justice 
was  to  have  a  sum  of  money  refunded  to  him  which 
he  had  pud,  eitlier  through  fraud  or  mistake,  and,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  the  only  effectual  mode  of  offering 
a  fit  atonement  for  the  violation  inflicted  on  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  passage  of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  make 
full  indemnity  to  those  whojiad  buflVred  by  iU  enforce- 
ment. 

The  question  was  one  purely  of  abstract  justice  and 
oonstitutional  lav,  and,  as  mch,  be  deriredto  present  it. 
He  cliallenged  the  fullest  discussion  and  freest  opposi- 
tion, and  had  no  he^tation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the 
light  which  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elicit,  he  should 
be  convinced  that  be  was  sustaining,  on  principle,  an 
untenable  position,  he  would  be  the  first  to  relieve  the 
House  of  all  further  trouble  in  regard  to  the  resdutjons, 
by  moving  to  withdraw  them.  But,  believing  precitelv 
the  reverse,  all  he  asked  was  an  eqtud  frankness  on  aU 
sides  of  the  House,  that  the  question  nri^t  be  met,  not 
blinked  or  shunned,  and  finally,  openly,  and  inanfully,set 
«t  rest  forever. 

He  wotild,  therefore,  for  the  present,  move  that  the 
resolutions  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table,  and  would 
further  give  notice  that,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Janua- 
ry next,he  would  respeotfUUy  ask  of  the  House  their  con 
SHleimbon. 

The  resolve*  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  aeewd- 


House  k^ourned. 


TacaasAT,  Dae.  37,  1827. 
REVOLUTIONARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  following  retriutioo,  mbmitted  by  Mr,  MINER, 
on  Mondity  last,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

"  Hetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  befoi-e  this  Uoose  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Mili- 
tary I.and  Warrants  due  to  officers  snd  SoMien  of  the 
Revolutionaiy  War,  which  reoiain  in  his  office  nncaJled 
for,  deugnating  the  number  of  wamnts  and  quantity  of 
Und  due  lo  the  Gne  of  each  State,  respectively.  And 
that  he  also  state  what  nuniber  of  audi  wamnts  fakve 
issued  from  the  War  Department  wttUn  Ae  bat  five 
years." 

Mr.  CONDICT  suggested  a  doubt  of  the  prudence  of 
such  a  measure  as  the  resolution  proposed.  If  the  in- 
fbrmation  sought  for  was  to  be  pubhshed,  tlic  intereats  of 
those  whom  the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  would  be  ex- 
posed to  injury,  and  a  scene  of  speculation  take  place 
such  as  every  one  would  deprecate. 

Mr.  MINER  observed,  tliat  the  names  of  persons  eBti- 
tied  to  Military  Bounty  Lands  were  not  asked  for  by  the 
resolution,  and  would  not,  of  course,  be  given.  The  in- 
fomiation  sought  was, the  number  of  warrants  due  to  each 
Line  on  the  Continental  Establishment,  and  the  number 
of  warrants  issued  during  the  Ian  five  years.  At  the  hut 
session,  Mr.  M.  sud,  be  had  taken  occawon  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subjectt  and  on  his  motion 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  authorizing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  sol- 
diers to  apply  for  their  warrants.  A  bill  was  reported,  and 
a  law  passed  for  that  purpose.  At  that  time  he  Iramed 
and  stated  the  eztra«dinary  &ct,  that  there  were  no  leas 
than  hundred  land  warrants  due  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line  alone.  The  presumption  was  a  lair  one,  that  there 
was  a  proportionate  number  due  to  the  line  of  every  oth- 
er State,  existing  at  the  Hevolutinn;  in  the  a^;gregate 
making  some  thousands  of  warrants,  embracing  some  of 
the  first  lands  in  Ohio. .  In  this  point  of  view,  it  would 
be  seen  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  importance.  .  My 
purpose,  said  Mr.  M-  in  asking  iofbrmation  in  tbtspreoM 
form,  waa  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken  the  inter* 
est  of  many  members,  to  the  subject.  Each  gentleman, 
from  the  old  thirteen  States,  seeing  the  number  of  war- 
rants still  due  to  his  own  State,  would,  of  course,  feel  a 
more  lively  interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
learn,  merely,  the  j^^^regate  number  of  warrants  due  to 
the  whole  army.  As  it  regarded  Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  the  subject ;  m  hundred  military  land 
warrants,  distributed  among  her  old  soldiers,  or  their  re- 
presentatives, would  carry  comfort  to  many  a  cottage.  It 
was  their  due.  It  was  the  price  of  their  toil  and  blood, 
and  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  wiUiheld  from  them 
longer.  No  private  individual  would  feel  justified,  if  he 
had  title  papers,  or  property  of  another  in  bis  poaaeainon, 
of  which  that  other  person  was  ignorant,  in  remaining  ri- 
lent,  and  keeping  possession,  because  the  owner  did  not 
ask  for  that  which,  though  his  own,  he  was  ignorant  of. 
Nd,  sir,  an  honent  man  would  take  pains  to  inform  the 
rightful  owner — to  bring  home  to  htm  a  knowledge  of  his 
rights.  Mr.  M.  thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  could  be 
rationally  accounted  tor,  that  such  a  lar^  number  of  land 
wamnts  remained  due,  cmljr  en  the  suppoution  that  the 
peraons  owning  them,  were  ignwant  of  their  just  clums: 
near  half  a  century  had  passed  away  i  the  soldiers  living 
were  old  and  poor;  it  was  time  knowledge,  and  thereby 
justice,  should  be  brought  home  to  them.  That  it  was 
ignorance  of  their  rights  (Hvvented  application  for  their 
wamnts,  was  partially  proved  by  a  fact  which  had  been 
stated  to  him.  A  gentleman  in  Maryland,  highly  KQiM- 
table  and  intelligent,  did  not  obtain  a  warrant  due.  him, 
ever  since  the  Uevolutiim,  until  witbin  tliree  or  four 
year%  accident  having  brought  to  lum  a  knowledge  of  lus 
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right.    If  intelligent  men  were  ignonint,  the  poor  tnd 
unlettered  aoldk-r  mirht  be  presumed  abo  to  be  unin- 
formed ofhii  just  elainn.  Should  this  resolution  pus, 
aaid  Hr.^  M «  und  the  inferowtion  sought  be  obttined,  it 
wu  my  intention  to  propose  uiottter  mriiur«,  thkt  is,  to 
give  information  in  every  State  of  the  names  of  persons 
entitled  to  land  warrants.    But  heretofore  the  War  De- 1 
partmenthad,  and  very  wiaeiy,  kept  such  information  to 
Itself,  lest  speculaAors  should  purchase  up  the  soldier's 
rights  fur  a  mere  triSe,  and  ohuin  all  the  benefits  ihem- 
Belrcs.    If  information  should  be  publicly  given,  this  must ' 
be  effectually  guarded  against.    To  provide  such  safe- 
guard, at  the  same  time  that  ioformation,  without  which  ! 
the  soldiers  could  never  obtain  their  rights,  was  a  part  of : 
his  plan.    lie  would  provide  by  law  that  no  transfer 
diould  be  valid  for  five  years,  nor  then,  unless  approved 
by  tiie  Governor  of  the  State  where  made,  as  the  guardian 
cf  the  aokliet^  rights.  With  such  previsioii»be  thought  the 
name  of  every  peiwm  entitled  to  a  wanant  might  safe* 
ly  be  made  public.   But  tiiia  was  matter  far  future  con- 
sideration.  No  such  publication  was  now  contemplated 
-^no  such  information  was  now  asked  for.    The  informa- 
tion sought  by  the  resolution  could  neither  benefit  the 
speculator,  nor  injure  the  soldier.   It  would  be  general, 
and  tit  a  character  he  thougia  useful  and  proper. 

Ur.  McCOY  opposed  the  resolution,  as  Nkcly  to  be  pro- 
dui^ve  oS  more  harm  than  good.  Should  the  Secretary 
of  Wu-  publish  the  names  of  these  warrantees,  it  would 
lead  to  Mmething  worse  than  speculation:  it  would  pro- 
duce fraud  and  ^rgery.  He  could  not  see  the  use  of 
calling  for  such  a  list.  It  may  be  inspected  by  any  mem- 
ber at  pleasure,  on  the  books  of  the  Uepartment.  Let 
gentlemen  Examine  it  there,  and  if  they  found  tlie  names 
of  any  of  their  cnrn  oonstituents,  they  would  convey  the 
information  to  them  in  a  private  manner,  and  thus  avoid 
the  dangers  which  would  necessarily  attend  a  publieatiort 
of  the  names  to  all  the  world. 

Hf.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  presumingthe  gentleman  who 
moved  the  resolution  was  not  aware  that  a  similar  call  had 
been  made  a  few  sessions  ago,  called  his  attention  to  that 
fact;  and,  referring  him  to  the  documents  then  recaved 
from  the  Department,  moved  that  the  reaolutioo  lie  on 
the  tab)?,  at  least  till  the  gentleman  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  thetn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  tabic  occtHxlingly. 

PKOTKCnON  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MABTINUAi.E,  it  wu 
liesohtdt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  tothisHouse,  wheth- 
er, any,  anil,  it'any.whatproviiiion  it  is  expedient  to  make 
by  law,  to  place  tlte  public  buildings  and  paved  walks, 
Gunstructed  at  the  National  expemie,  under  the  supervi- 
sion aiwl  protection  of  the  pernMnent  pofiee  of  the  city; 
or  whether  it  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  create  a  sep- 
arate and  (tistinot  autltority,  whose  Awy  it  shall  be  speci- 
ally tu  watch  over  the  National  property  in  this  city,  and 
to  maintain  liie  buddings  and  pavements  in  a  state  in  con- 
stant preservation  and  repair,  and  in  a  condition  suited 
tu  Uie  purpbsea  of  tlieir  original  construction  ;  or  wheth- 
er lliese  duties  have  already  been  devolved  upon  any 
agents  of  the  Guvemment,  and  bow  they  have  been  per- 
furmed. 

In  supporting  this  resolution,  the  mover  said,  that  it 
could  not  have  escaped  the  observation  of  every  gentle* 
man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  walking  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  that  the  intention  of  erecting  and  paving  the 
side  walks  of  that  Avenue,  and  of  various  parts  of  the  pub- 
Lc  ground,  was  alinosl,  if  nut  wholly  defeated.  In  saying 
this,  it  was  not  his  intention  tu  cast  censure  on  any  indi- 
vidual, or  on  any  poblie  body,  (for  he  did  not  know  him- 
■eli^  uoder  wbote  charge  these  works  are  executed,) 

but  m<a^  to  biing  Uie  &ct^  u  it  exiittdt  to  Uw  notice 


of  the  House.  It  was  a  fact,  that  liquid  mud,  to  a  con- 
siderable depth,  covered  many  parts  of  these  pavements: 
by  which.thc  very  end  for  which  so  lar^  an  expense  had 
been  incurred,  was  lost.  It  must,  he  said,  have  struck  the 
feelings  of  all  those  gentlemen  who  had  visited  the  oth- 
er cities  of  the  Union,  when  they  passed,  from  the  neat- 
ness, cleanliness,  and  comfort,  exhibited  in  the  atate  of 
their  streets,  to  the  public  Avenues  of  a  City,  placed  by 
the  Constitution  under  the  immediate  care  and  inspection 
of  the  Government.  In  these  cities,  the  walks  were  kept 
in  a  state  of  decency,  and  comparative  neatness,  by 
some  process  of  cleansing — and  it  was  certainly  very  de< 
nrable  that  a  similar  system  should  be  introduced  here. 
With  this  view,  he  had  introduced  the  rewlution  juat 
read. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

MsHBAT,  Decbmbka  31,  1637. 

PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  MALLARY,  Chairman  of  tJie  Comndttee  on  Man- 
ufactures, rose  in  hi*  place,  and  said,  that,  by  direc- 
tion of  that  Committee^  he  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Jieaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Uanufactures  be  vest- 
ed with  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Hr.  McDUPFIE  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  ubjeot  of 
this  motion,  when 

Mr.  MALI.ARV  observed,  that,  in  submitting  the  reso- 
lution, he  had  discharged  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the 
committee-  He  must  nuw  discharge  another, which  he  ow- 
ed to  himself,  ill  declaring  that  the  rekolution  was  not  one 
which  axpresKcd  his  own  views  on  the  subject.  He  had  , 
opposed  it  in  the'Committee,and  should  be  equally  oppos- 
ed to  its  adoption  by  the  House. 

Hr.  STRONG  said,  that  the  resolution  stnick  him  as  of 
a  very  extraordinary  character.  His  impression,  with  re- 
gard to  it,  might  be  erroneous;  but  it  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  in  snch  a  point  of  view  that  he  thouf^t  the 
House  had  a  right  to  expect  that  some  member  of  the 
Committee  would  at  least  state  the  reasons  of  asking  a 

eower  BO  great  and  so  unusual.  He  pesumed  there  must 
e  the  most  urgent  reasons  to  have  induced  tlie  Commit- 
tee to  request  of  this  Ilousis  autliority  to  bring  any  citizens 
of  the  United  States  before  them  wlioro  they  might  choose 
to  send  for,  and  compel  them  to  give  answers  tu  every  in- 
quiry which  slioiild  be  addressed  to  them.  If  such  reasons 
did  exist,  lie  hoped  they  would  be  stated. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  asked  that  the  resolution  might  be 
again  read,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  WRIGHl',  of  Ohio,  said  he  agreed  with  the  gen. 
tieman  from  New  York  (Mi'.  Stboxs)  that  the  resolution 
proposed  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Hunutactures, 
was  one  of  extraordinary  character,  and  required  serious 
consideration.  He  was  not  aware  that  a  demand  for  tiie 
tike  powers  had  ever  been  made  in  Co»gres»  by  a  Com- 
mittee  whose  duties  were  wimilar  to  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufaotures,  since  the  organization  of  the 
Government.  Propositions  fur  a  grant  of  power  to  a  com- 
mittee to  send  fur  persons  and  papers,  had,  he  thought, 
hitherto  been  confined  to  committees  exercising  the- ju- 
dicial power  of  the  House  i  others  mi|;bt  have  been  intro- 
duced, but,  if  so,  they  had  escaped  his  observation.  He 
wished  to  vute  on  the  question  understandingly,  and  was 
deurou^  of  hearing  from  tlie  majority  of  the  committee  the 
reasons  which,  in  their  opinion,  rendered  the  proposition 
necessary,  and  what  object  wai>  to  be  attained.  The 
Chairman  had  avowed  his  opinion  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
and  his  determination  to  vote  against  it.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  5t«oii»)  had  called  for  information 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee,  but  no  response  had 
been  given  to  the  call.  He  (Mr.  W.)  seconded  the  call 
of  the  gentleman,  and  would  unite  with  him  in  the  effort 
taobtun  a  lespooK.  He  could  not  vote  ht  vaj  propov- 
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tion  of  so  novd  a  cluncter  without  beinif  satined  of  ita 
reasonableness  and  expediency.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  what 
object  is  to  be  ^ned  by  conferring  the  power  sougbt  by 
the  committee?   Docs  the  committee  want  information^ 
If  so,,  on  wlMt  partkular  subject  eomiected  with  its  du- 
ties? If  tlie  House  is  informed  of  the  specific  subject, 
probably  some  gentleman  on  the  floor  may  supply  it,  or 
refer  to  some  document  where  it  can  be  had.  Is  it  desir- 
ed to  ascertain  if  it  be  expedient  to  encourage  the  manu- 
&cturing  industry  of  the  countiy,  if  in  our  power'  On  tliat 
subject,  tlie  committee  are  not,  surely,  destitute  of  inform- 
alioR.   b  the  infomution  sought  connected  wKh  the  pro- 
priety of  protecting  any  given  article  manuhctured  in  the 
country?  What  article  is  it  ^  The  House,  before  H  grants 
the  extraordinary  powerasked  for,  has  a  right  to  know.  It 
is  no  new  thing  to  enact  tarifls,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue,  or  of  affording  protection  to  our  own  manufac- 
tures.   Questions  of  that  kind  had  been  agitated  in  the 
country,  ttom  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  many  of  the  most  important  articles,  now 
sought  to  be  protected,  agitated  the  last  Congress  and  the 
preceding  one,  and  had  attracird  the  attention  and  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  community — had  elicited  much 
light.  Shall  we  now  be  told,  said  Hr,  W.,  we  have  no  infor- 
mation on  these  important  subjects  ?  The  facta  disclosed 
throughout  tlie  country  on  thebe  subjects,  were  numer- 
ous and  important,  and,  he  should  suppose,  sufficient  to 
enlighten  tho  Committee  on  Manufkctures.   He  would 
again  ask  for  the  reasons.  On  whidi  the  proposition  was 
predicated,  and  until  be  heard  some  satisfactory  reason,  he 
could  not  consent  to  vote  to  conferso  exlraoitlinarya  power. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  of  Peimsylvania,  said,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  who  voted  wttli  those  who, 
-  in  committee,  proposed  th'e  resolution  before  the  House, 
lie  would,  in  reply  to  the  call  tlut  had  been  made  hy  se> 
veraT  gentlemen  on  the  committee  for  tbeir  reasons  for 
recommending  this  resolution,  asngn  the  general  connd- 
erations  that  induced  its  adoption, 
,  The  memorials  on  the  subject  of  a  reform  uf  the  tariff 
of  1824,  which  have  been  referred  to  the  committee,  are 
in  many  instances  opposed  to  each  other,  and  contradic- 
tory as  regards  fiictB.  Assertions  are  made  and  conttadict- 
ed,  but  data  not  ftirnisbed  on  winch  the  committee  can 
decide.   From  Boston  a  memorial,  signed  by  1546  per- 
sons, many  of  whom  are  alleged  to  be  manufacturers,  as- 
sert that  the  duties  on  woollens  are  sufRcicnt,  and  that  the 
entablisliments  are  Nourishing.    Others  complain  of  the 
languishing  condition  of  these  -manufactures.  Iiiforma* 
tion  is  desired  on  this  snd  one  or  two  other  subjects,  so 
as  to  establish  the  facts  as  to  the  necessity  of  protection, 
such  ss  shall  not  merely  satisfy  the  committee,  but  the 
House*    We  are  also  desirous  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
protection  necessary,  and  the  best  mode  or  manner  of 
ensuring  (he  protection  required.    Our  information  is  not 
as  satislactory  as  it  might  be  rendered  by  inresting  the 
committee  with  the  power  whicli  would  be  derived  from 
the  pasmge  of  the  resolution.. •The  committee  wish  au- 
iheDticated  information,  m  order  to  du  justice  to  the  man 
ufacturer  and  to  ^ve  liim  due  protectibn  with  justice  to 
other  interests.  <rhe  committee  feel  no  solicitude  as  to  the 
passage  of  tlie  resolution.    I'hey  are  willing  to  act  with 
what  light  they  have,  if  the  House  requires  it.  They 
point  tp  (he  means  by  which  they  can  obtain  further,  and, 
as  applies  to  one  or  two  subjects,  more  accurate  informa- 
tion tlian  they  can  now  coinaund.  Should  the  House  not 
grant  the  power  requested,  we  shall  cKeerfully  agree  to 
their  being  responsible  who  refuse,  llie  committee  have 
no  feelings  other  than  a  desire  to  faithfully  discharge 
their  duty.  But  they  deem  it  proper  to  obtain  information 
in  the  manner  pointed  out,  unless  declared  otherwise  by 
the  expressed  opinion  of  the  House.  The  committee  sub- 
mit tlie  proposition,  and  devolve  upon  the  House  the  rea- 
ponmbihty  of  declining  to  anthonse  the  committee  to 
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House  reftise,  the  committee  will  be  exonerated  from  any 
errors  into  which  they  nuy  fall  by  want  of  attested 
bets. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pa.  rose,  not  fat  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  resolution  in  its  present  fbtn,  bat  of  pro- 
posing an  amendment,  which  he  would  off^r  i^ra  few  re- 
marks.    l*he  course  pursued  by  the  Committee  wa^  lie 
contended,  novel  snd  unprecedented,  and  one  which, 
whatever  mi^ht  be  the  motives  of  tboaCTsho  had  introdu- 
ced it,  would  liave  in  practice  the  effect  to  postpone  in- 
definitelr  any  measure  for  the  protection  of  manuftctures. 
It  would  not  only  put  that  measure  off  for  the  present 
session,  but  fior  the  next  also  :as  thatwouldbe  the  short 
session,  and  there  would  be  no  time  to  consider  a  subject 
of  sucli  extent.    The  House  was  now  advanced  nearfy'  m, 
month  in  its  present  season,  and  now,  at  the  end  nf  a 
whole  month,  the  Committee  of  Hanufactures  come  for- 
ward with  a  request,  that,  in  order  to  enlighten  their  judg- 
ment, tliey  may  have  power  to  send  into  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  bring  op  the  citixens  of  the  countryto 
testify  before  them,    we  are  to  send  our  Sergc»nt-«t- 
Arms,  (said  Mr.  Stiwa>t)  to  New  England,  to  Fitts- 
bui^gh,  to  Charleston,  to  Nsw  Orleans.  Manufacturing 
merchants,  and  all  others  who  may  be  summoned,  must 
come  forthwith  at  the  call  of  the  House  ;  and  if  they  re- 
fuse, an  adequate  posse  must  be  summoned  to  bring  then^ 
and  all  this  at  the  public  expense.    At  the  session  of 
1823-4,  when  the  general  tariff  was  enactet^  the  bUl  fiv 
that  piMpose  was  reported  to  the  House  on  the  9tb  Janu- 
ary—it was  taken  up  on  the  lOih  Pebniary  fbllowii^ 
ahd  its  discussion  occupied  the  House  until  the  16th  of 
April — it  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate — and  was  not  dis- 
posed of  in  that  body  until  the  19ih  of  May.    Owing  to 
a  difference  of  opinionin  the  two  Houses^  a  Committee c4 
Conference  was  appmnted,  and  the  bill  did  not  htaSXj 
pass  till  the  34th  day  of  Hay,  which  tnu  within  three 
days  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress.   Thus  nearly  fire 
months  were  occupied  on  that  bill,  though  it  was  rep'^K- 
ed  on  the  9th  of  January,    The  House  had  been  repeat* 
ediy  told,  since  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  that 
it  was  expected  they  ^ould  go  home  by  tlie  4th  of  March 
-^f  this  expeet^n  was  to  he  fiilhlled,  what  would  be- 
come of  a  measure  so  loudly  demafided,  and  en  vhicfa  it 
had  been  expected  the  committee  would,  by  this  time, 
have  reported  a  hill  ?   Any  bill  they  iright  report,  must 
necessarily  share  the  fate  of  that  of  last  Session.  That 
bill  embraced  a  single  item  only,  viz.  the  article  of  wool 
and  woollens — it  was  reportedby  the  10th  of  next  month* 
and  taken  up  on  the  I7tb,  yet  it  £dled  for  want  tA  time. 
If  the  Comnrittee,  at  the  present  aesaon,  are  to  send  all 
over  the  country  for  persons  and  papers  before  they  can  so 
niuct  aa  determine  what  articles  are  lu  be  included  ia 
the  Bill,  it  must  certainly  operate  as  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject.  It  inevitably  put  an  end 
to  it  for  the  present  session,  and  the  session  fblloming  wis 
too  short  to  admit  any  hope  of  better  success.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  considered  it  his  duly  to  press  for  a 
decision  as  early  as  possibly  and  with  that  viev  aobmit- 
ted  the  following  amendment  to  come  in  after  the  word 
Resolved; 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  existing  I'arifT,  by 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  following  in^ortatioiu: 
1st.  On  raw  Wool  and  Woollens. 
2d.  Bar  Iron. 
3d.   Hemp  and  Flax. 
4lh.  Foreign  disiilicd  Spirits. 
5th.  Fine  and  printed  Cotton  Goods. 
2d.  Heaolved,  'I'hal  provision  should  be  made  by  lav,  to 
prevent,  as  far  aa  jiracticable,  defVaads  and  evasions  prao- 
tised  by  Foreign  importers,  to  the  injuiy  oflhe  revenue 
and  American  manufactures. 

3(L  Raolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Hanofaetures  he 
intfnictedto  reporta  bil^  or  bills,  coofonnable  to  the  lore* 
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,  Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Va.  suggested  that  tlie  amendment  was 
not  in  order,  and  the  Speaker  decided,  tha%  by  the  40th 
rule  of  order,  it  was  inadnussible. 

Ur.  STRUNG  nid  that  he  liad  liatened  attentively  to 
the  remarkt  made  by  the  honorable  cfentleman  (Mr.  Ste. 
Tiirsov.  of  Pa.)  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  As  the 
gentleman  wag  one  of  the  members  ofthe  Committee,  he 
supposed  the  reasons  he  had  offered  in  support  or  the 
proposition  were  those  ofthe  majority  of  that  committee. 
Tbcv  did  not,  boweve^,  do  away  the  impression  upon  bis 
Vttw,  that  the  propotitloH  was  of  a  most  extraordinary 
character.  What  are  these  reasons?.  Why,  that  the  com- 
mittee want  uifonna'tion  to  enable  them  to  make  up  their 
jud^ent  vhether  tlie  duty  on  a  yard  of  cloth,  or  a  pound 
of  irool,  shall  be  a  few  per  cent,  more  or  less  ;  and  if  the 
power  of  compelling  the  attendance  of  persons  and  the 
pr»d(iction  of  papers  be  not  granted,  that  then  the  rea- 
pomibility  v€  acting  without  information  will  no  longer 
test  upon  the  committee,  biit  upon  this  House. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  matter,  in  regard  to  which  in- 
ibrmation  is  sought,  and  to  attun  which  this  compulsory 
^ower  is  demanded?  The  attempt  to  protect  the  domes- 
tic  industry  ofthe  country  is  not  new,  it  has  been  oAen 
made,  and  lias  often  failed.  It  has  fur  many  years  past 
i^Uted  the  whole  nation.  In  1816.  '20,  *33,  '24,  and 
*26  the  question  of  revising  and  increaung  the  tarifi'  was 
before  Congress,  with  a  view  to  prQtectioii.  Agreatmais 
of  facts  and  information  was  collected,  and  may  be  found 
in  llie  records  ami  proceedings  of  this  House,  in  the  shape 
of  memorials  and  reports  of  debates.  The  people  are 
still  alive  upon  this  subject,  and  every  thing  seems  to  have 
been  elicited  in  relation  to  it  wliioli  can  be  of  any  practiciil 
utility. 

But  if  this  enormous  power  of  sending  fur  persons  and 
papers  be  given  to  the  committee,  what  will  be  the  pro. 
gress  of  its  execution  i  Will  the  committee  confine  its 
exercise  to  the  District  of  Columbia?  No.  To  gain  all  the 
information  which  the  Committee  seem  to  want,  they 
must  send  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Boston— nor  is  this  all— they  must  also  send  ts  Charleston, 
Sarannab,  and  New  Orleans.  Can  they  perform  their  du- 
ty without  collecting  all  the  facts  withm  the  scope  of  this 
power,  from  Machias  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico?  And  when 
4hey  have  d(Mie,what  have  they  but  the  disagreeing  opin- 
ions of  men?  But,  sir,  can  the  information  be  obtained 
in  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  it  is  asked  for,  in  twen- 
ty»  or  thirty,  or  even  sixty  days?  Why  inciir  this  delay? 
If  Uie  power  be  exorcised,  there  will  not  be  time  to  report 
and  pass  the  bill  during  this  sessionr.  The  tariff*  will  not 
be  revised  TTie  industry  ofthe  country  will  not  be  pro- 
tecled  against  the  ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition. 
This  proposition,  if  adopted,  will  delay,  and  probably 
put  on  altogether,  the  question  of  protecting  the  great 
agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  navigating  interests  of 
tht;  nation. 

But,  Ur.  S.  said,  there  was  another  objection,  iijtich 
he  thought  of  some  weight.  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  this  committee?  It  is  to 
send  out  the  Se^gean^atAnns,  clothed  wtth  all  the  pow- 
er of  this  House,  to  summon  persons  in  any  and  eveiy 
part  ofthe  nation,  and  to  compel  their  attendance  here, 
in  this  Capitol.  There  Is  no  dispensing  power.  Whoever 
is  summoned,  whiether  he  live  ta  Maine  or  in  Louisiana, 
must  come,  or  be  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  anthunly  of 
this  House.  And  for  what  purpose  IS  this  fearful  power 
to  be  given  to  this  committee?  Is  it  to  elicit  fraud  or 
crime,  in  order  that  the  offender  may  be  convicted  and 
punished?  No,  sir — But  it  is  to  enlighten  .the  judgment 
of  this  cummiltee,  as  they  say,  upon  a  mere  matter  of  or- 
dinary legislatinn.  Sir,  the  rightful  exercise  of  this  pow- 
er is  connoed  to  a  few  eves.  These  are,  -where  frauds 
or  crimes  are  imputed,  and  where  the  sole  object  is  to 
deUct,  'expose,  or  punish  the  gunty.  There  is  no  in- 
Vo*.  lY.— 5S 


stance  under  this  Government,  witVm  my  recollection, 
wh  ere  this  power  has  been  given  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
enabliiiga  committee  of  Ibis  House  to  adjust  tfaedetaibof 
an  ordinary  bill.  What,  nr!  is  this  enormous  power  to  be 
given  over  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  ofatrfl)tin41 
of  seven  men,  in  this  land  of  fteemeii,  to  drag  before 
them,  by  force,  if  need  be,  the  citizens  of  this  Republic, 
to  instruct  the  members  of  that  committee,  or  of  this 
House,  in  the  common  and  ordinary  duties  of  legislation! 
Hr.  S.  said  he  lioped  not,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
reject  Uie  propoution. 

Mr.  STORItS  said,  tiiat  he  had  beard  thLs  proposition 
from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  with  some  surprise. 
He  had  lioped  that,  instead  of  asking  for  the  aid  ot  the 
House  to  obtain  information,  they  would,  by  this  time, 
have  reported  a  bill  that  should  give  the  farming  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  eff*ectual  protec- 
tion. We  have,  said  Mr.  S.,  been  in  session  nearly  a 
month,  and  seem  to  have  only  discovered,  at  this  day, 
that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  need  this  extraordi- 
nary interporition  of  the  power  of  the  House  bsrfore  they 
act  at  all  on  the  numerous  petitions  and  memorials  already 
before  us  from  our  constituents.  The  power  they  now 
ask  has  not  heretofore  been  thought  necessary  to  enable 
that  Committee  to  acquire  correct  information  of  the  de> 
pressed  stale  of  our  woollen  manufactures,  or  the  neces- 
sity of  protecting  them.  At  other,  sesuon^  and  for  suc- 
cessive years,  this  subject  had  been  conndered  by  the 
Committees  on  Manufitctures  in  both  Houses,  and  bills 
have  been  reported  and  passed  without  this  appeal  to  us 
for  our  interferetice  to  coerce  our  constituents  to  come 
here  and  inform  us,  in  person,  of  the  ruinous  condition 
of  their  interests.  The  representations  made  to  us  in  the 
memorials  on  our  tables,  I  believe  tu  be  true,  and  tliat  we- 
can  draw  from  them,  and  other  sources  within  our  ^cli 
here,  abundant  information  to  enable  us  to  act  on  the 
question,  so  as  not  to  disappoint  the  just  expectation  of 
the  country.  It  is  unecessary  to  vest  the  Committee 
with  this  power  of  issuing  the  parliamentary  process  of  the 
House.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  at- 
tendance ofthe  manufacturers,  at  this  city,  if  the  com- 
mittee requests  it  of  them.  So  fiv  as  we  desire  to  know 
the  opinions  of  the  wool  growers  and  manufacturers  of  the 
country,  they  have  already  anticipated  us.  Their  peti- 
tions are  daily  furnishing  us  with  all  the  information  that 
can  be  necessary  to  sstisly  us  that  it  is  our  duty  not  to  let 
this  session  pass  without  doing  something  to  convince 
them  that  we  are  looking  after  their  interests.  Instnut 
of  waiting  to  be  brought  here  by  compulnon,  our  tables 
are  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their  petitions.  I  be- 
lieve, for  one,  that  we  csn  find  all  the  information  we 
want,  as  to  the  details  of  any  measure  the  Committee  will 
report  to  us,  without  first  i^sorting  to  this  legislative  chan- 
cery process,  and  bringing  the  petitioners  here,  to  be 
personaUy  subjected  to  a  csteehisc  from  the  Committee^ 
of  the  House.  They  « ill  answer  interrogatories  truly  if 
gentlraien  wish  them  to  do  so,  without  asking  that  the 
Committee  shall  delay  acting  at  all,  until  they  can  send 
to  Boston  or  New  Orleans,  or  any  where  else,  to  ascertain 
if  they  sincerely  believe  the  representations  they  have 
themselves  made  on  the  thousands  of  sheets  that  are 
spread  out  before  us.  It  may  be  that  the  conimittee,  or 
some  one  of  its  members,  may  desire  informatitm  eveii 
from  New  OrWansi  and  we  all  know  that,  if  nothing  is  to 
be  reported  until  they  can  bring  witnesses  from  that  qust^ 
ter,  we  may  not  expect  to  hear  of  any  bill  until  towards  the 
6rst  of  March.  We  are  not  so  destitute  of  informatiua 
here,  in  my  opinion,  said  Ur.  S.,  from  other  sources,  too, 
than  the  memorialsof  our  own  constituents.  The  report  of 
the  Sccrtrtary  ofthe  Treasury  has  presented  us  with  a  body 
of  valuable  information  on  the  principal  subjects  that  we 
shall  act  Upon,  if  wc  do  any  thing  at  this  session.  It  fur- 
nishes such  a  mass  of  useful  facts,  and  presents  to  us,  in 
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such  clear  and  convincing  lights,  the  necessity  and  policy 
of  Miataining,  by  an  adequate  increase  of  duties,  the  man- 
ubeturea  which  he  recommendi  to  our  protection,  that 
we  can  hardly  expect  to  be  better  satisfied  than  we  must 
be*  if  ve  candidly  examine  it.  With  all  the  means  in  our 
bands  that  we  may  have,  if  we  prosecute  this  subject  di- 
ligently, the  veMtng  of  this  unusual  power  in  the  Commit- 
tee is,  in  my  opiniun,  useless.  The  Committee  may  dif- 
fer caiteiitiaUy  in  their  view  from  others  in  the  House  who 
fre  ftiendly  to  the  system  of  protection.  They  may  come 
to  a  conclunon  on  general  principles  of  policy  widely  dif- 
rerent  fh>m  the  House,  as  to  tlie  particular  interests  that 
need  protection.  On  the  question  of  a  general  poliey,  I 
hope  they  will  not  differ  from  us.  Out,  before  I  vest  them 
with  the  power  of  calling  my  constiluenls  here,  to  be  sub- 
jected to  tbeir  interrogations,  I  should  wi^  to  know  with 
certainty  that  they  have  made  up  their  minds  to  report 
•uDie  bill  Bt  an  events.  Wc  may  then  be  acquiring  some 
information  for  ourselves,  if  we  desire  it,  bevund  wnat  we 
now  bAve.  As  soon  as  we  can  asurtain  what  particular 
articles  the  Committee  will  recommend  to  our  favor,  we 
may  eauly  settle  the  degree  of  protection  that  will  effect 
the  object  1  thought  that  there  were  certain  articles 
about  which  the  friends  of  the  system  could  not  differ,  and 
that,  by  this  time,  we  should  have  had  our  attention  call- 
ed to  some  specific  proposition  in  the  form  of  a  biir.  TSe 
gentleman  from  Penns}'lvanta  (Ur.  STKvsifBOK,1  informs 
us,  that  one  object  of  vesting  this  power  in  the  Commit- 
tee is,  that  they  may  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  any  in- 
adverteitt  errors  that  may  find  their  way  into  tbeir  reports, 
and  that,  if  the  House  deny  them  tins  power,  thut  res- 
ponsibility will  then  be  upon  the  House.  1  «m  willing, 
Mud  Mr.  8.  one,  to  take  upon  myself  my  full  ahare  of 
wty  such  responsibility,  and  if  the  Committee  should  err 
in  aiiy  respect  for  the  want  of  information,  will  most 
cheerfully  acquit  them.  But  there  is  a  responsibility 
of  another  kind  tlut  I  am  not  prepared  to  take,  and  that 
responnbiU*y  is  the  defeat  of  the  whole  measure,  by  the 
delay  that  must  unavoidably  succeed,  if  we  adopt  the 
proposition  now  before  us.  In  my  opinion,  said  Hr.  S.,  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  will  produce  the  defeat  of  the 
Tarin.  Whatever  the  intentions  of  its  advocates  may  b^, 
the  necessary  effect  of  it  « ill  be  to  procrastinate  the 
whole  subject  to  so  late  a  day,  that  it  must  at  last  go  over 
tite  seauont  and  if  it  now  fails,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  its 
revival  hereafter. '  We  are  now  at  the  end  'of  the  first 
month  of  the  Session,  and  have  already  heirtl  the  hojpe  ex- 
pressed openly,  in  the  House,  Uwt  we  shall  a^onm  by 
Uie  fourth  of  March.  Ttie  bill  of  last  year  was  not  even 
acted  upon  in  the  other  House  for  want  of  time,  and  we 
are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  anti  unusual 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  must  consume  several  weeks, 
if  the  examination  which  the  Committee  seem  to  propose 
isthwoughly  made,  linfer,  too,  ftom  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  Committee  have 
not  yet  prepared  a  bill  of  any  description.  They  ask  for 
this  power,  that  they  may  determine,  in  the  first  instance, 
what  articles  need  protection,  as  well  as  'ihe  amount  of 
it.  If  they  cannot,  ni  tlieir  own  opinion,  discreetly  act, 
without  this  power  fi*om  the  Houae,  then  it  is  to  be  pre* 
sumed  that  tney  have  not  yet  prepared  any  measure)  and 
IT  we  grant  them  the  power,  we  shall  not  expect  to  hear 
from  Uiem  till  all  their  examinations  of  the  manufacturers 
have  been  completed,  and  till  they  have  afterwards  ma- 
tured some  project,  to  be  founded  on  the  information 
which  thev  propose  to  acquire  in  that  way.  It  requires 
no  RKSt  snare  of  sagacity  to  perceive,  nor  mucli  temerity 
to  Kwetell,  that,  if  this  proposition  is  adopted,  and  tlie 
Committee  undertake  to  perfonn  a  duty  commensurate 
«^th  its  foA  impOTt*  we  may  dismiss  the  whole  subject 
from  the  House,  as  a  defeated  measure.  I  sh^  not  be 
diaappD'a  cd  if  those  who  are  opposed  to  to  any  increase 
uf  duties  sbouM  support  the  resohitkin :  tat  I  beliere  tliat 


it  will  prove,  in  the  end,  to  be  the  most  efleetual  way  to 
defeat  all  .the  petitions  before  nst  but  1  hope  that  lb» 
friends  of  the  nrminfrand  manufucturing  interests  will  not 
sustain  a  propositiiin  that  must,  b^  its  neoessary  operation, 
indirectly  disappoint  their  constituents.  1  ctHHider  that 
in  voting  on  this  que&tiun,  [  am  virtually  deciding  wheth- 
er 1  will  act  on  the  subject  at  allt  and,  in  this  view  of  it, 
the  piesent  proporitiou  shall  receive  no  fiivor  from  mj 
hands.  If  the  Committee  intend  to  offer  us  any  neaaure 
for  the  protection  of  the  interests  <rf  those  whose  petitioia 
have  been  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  (and  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  it  before  u^]  I  am  willing  to  trust  _1a 
the  information  alrAidy  in  their  power.  I  bold  tlieir  in* 
telligence  in  too  high  estimation  to  doubt  that  ttief  tam 
offer  us  a  bill  that  sbsll  leave  no  doubt  of  our  intcfttioa 
to  meet  the  full  expectation  of  the  country. 

Mr.  OAKLET  said  that  the  resolution,  as  moved  hy  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  appeared  to  him  to  be  coucb* 
ed  in  too  general  terms.  It  did  not  shew  with  sufficient 
clearness  the  object  fbr  which  tiie  proposed  power  wie 
asked.  Thnt  object,  as  he  understood  it,  was^  that  the 
committee  might  be  enabled  to  examine  witnesses  on  the 
subject  submitted  to  them,  and  thus  get  at  the  bets  cat 
Culated  to  enlighten  the  judgment,  not  of  the  comnullee 
merely,  but  of  the  House.  That  this  was  the  object  of 
the  resokition,  he  thous^  was  manifest,  and  be  tfaerefin 
proposed  to  amend  it  by  inbening,  after  the  word  "pa- 
pers," the  following  :  with  a  view  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  this  House  such  &cts  as  may  be  useful  to  y;uide 
the  judgment  of  this  House  in  relation  to  a  reviuoa  if 
the  tariff  duties  on  imported  goods." 

Mr-  STEVENSON  thought  the  amendment  ou^  not 
to  prevail.  Gentlemen  had  deprecated  the  detejr  which 
would  result  from  adopting  the  resohition.  The  evident 
effect  of  the  amendment  would  be,  by  requirinr  a  detait 
ed  report,  to  delay  the  bill.  The  committee  had  a  diK 
refetence  to  time,  when  they  agreed  to  the  reaolotioik 
The  committee  will  not  retard  the  report  of  a  bill,  so  as 
to  be  too  late  for  legislation.  The  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Sroans]  ia,  therefore,  iil> 
lacious. '  It  is  founded  upon  error.  The  committee  have 
determined  to  report  in  reasonable  time.  The  authoriiv 
ashed,  it  is  not  too  mueh  to  presume,  wll  be  used  with 
reasonable  discretion.  It  n  not  intended  to  send  to  Or- 
leans, Missouri,  OS  to  Maine,  fbr  infonnsUon  [  much  of  it 
is  at  hand,  even  here,  but  it  is  wanted  in  an  unqueatian* 
able  form,  and  tiiere  is  no  power  to  command  it. 

Mr.  9.  said  the  committee  possess  sufficient  informa- 
tion on  several  of  the  subjects  refcrrod,  but  want  it  on 
otbtfs.  He  would  not  dwell  on  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men who  urged  that  the  adopting  the  resolution  vrouU 
delay  a  report  (  it  was  argument  against  fact.  The  coo^ 
mittee  had  determined  to  report  in  JaoUsiy,  and  «ill  do 
so.  He  again  aiatcd,  that  the  committee  were  not  moina- 
tons  on  the  question  of  possing'lbe  resolution,  but  would 
prefer  it  without  the  unendment,  uiriess  the  coomMttee 
wmtkl  be  sanctioned  in  extending  the  report  to  a  hler 
day.  He  Wis  averse  to  the  report  and  passage  of  bitts 
without  due  examination  of  fiicts.  For  want  of  due  refer- 
ence to  fkcts,  this  House  lost  Winter  passed  a  bill,  appa- 
rently, in  port,  for  the  benefit  of  our  formers.  Its  op«-a- 
tion,  OS  may  be  now  seen,  by  reference  to  the  imports  of 
the  year,  would  have  been  a  fntud  upon  the  hopes  (rf'tfao 
wool-grower— so  in  effect,  if  not  in  intention.  Tke  bill 
seemed  to*increaie  the  duly  on  imported  wool,  but  was 
so  worded  as  to  add  nothing  to  the  du^  on  wool  costing 
not  more  than  teif  cents.  It  left  an  opportunity  to  invoice 
the  great  part  of  the  wool  imported,  at  or  below  that 
price.  To  shew  the  fiicts^  in  part,  if  the  House  will  par- 
don me,  I  will  state  the  importations  into  the  collection 
district  of  Boston,  Ibr  the  last  three  years. 

From  October  Is^  1854^  to  October  1st,  costiic 
above  ten  cent%  {157,424.   Net  erer  ten  cent%  M<^14£ 
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Frotn  October  Ut,  1835,  fo  October  1st,  1836,  coitintf 
sbove  ten  cents,  $118,801.  Costing  not  over  ten  cents, 
§54,980. 

From  1st  October,  1826,  to  Isl  Oc(ol>t:r,  1837,  cottiug 
above  ten  centi^  $93^3.  Costing  not  over  ten  cents, 
9133;450. 

The  quutthy  of  wool  imported  inio  tlie  Boston  district 
Jar  the  yesr  endinj:  October  Ist,  1827,  costing^  above  ten 
cents,  wss  three  handred  and  Fourteen  thousand  six  luin- 
dred  and  nincty-tis  pounds,  of  that  costing  not  over  ten 
cents,  one  million  four  hundred  and  seventy  three  thou* 
Band  two  hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  Here,  tlien,  you 
have  broiq^t  into  one  port  alone  this  enormous  amount, 
and  ttwt  coMing  not  over  ten  cents,  would,  under  the  fal- 
Imous  provisions  of  the  woollens  bill,  liave  paid  no  addi- 
tional duty.  The  present  duty  of  Sateen  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  the  above,  is  an  average  of  about  one  peimy  per 
pouAd.  A  raat- protection  to  the  vool-growing  farmer, 
mdeed.  The  woollens  bill  would  not  have  increased  this. 
Sir,  I  ana  the  fViend  of  the  former  and  of  the  manubw- 
te^,  and  seek  iaformation  in  order  to  do  their  interesu 
j«doe.  Tbe  sfriculturist  and  manufseturer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania are  willing  to  be  judged  by  fiieta^  and  will  not  sup- 
press inqnir)'. 

I  bare  pouited  out  what  would  have  occurred,  in  part, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  woollens  bill,  in  order  to  shew 
bow  neccassiy  it  is  to  do  something  more  (ban  to  cry 
tariffi  weprmr  information  from  tlie  first  sources.  The 
«oamittee  vin  not  delay  their  report  beyond  January, 
and  it  Is  better  to  so  frame  their  bill,  and  arrange  its  pro- 
visions to  existing  exigencies,  than  to  cast  it  CTude  and  in- 
-  dusted  into  this  House,  fouedcd  in  error,  and  fraught 
With  discord. 

'  The  amount  of  wool  imported  into  Boston,  costing  over 
ten  eeilt%  has  been  dimmishing  for  three  years  t  that 
stated  as  costing  not  over,  has  been  greatly  incresS' 
nig.  Tbe  revenue  may  be  suffering,  and  the  farmer  too^ 
by  the  great  advantage  of  invoicing  wool  not  over  10  cents. 

Mr.  HALLART  said  that  the  reasons  wliich  induced 
Inmto  oppose  the  resolution  had  been  stated  by  him  when 
last  up,  and  he  should  not  have  risen  at  present,  but  for 
fbe  remark  of  tbe  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
ae«t.  Mr.  H.  was  here  proceeding  in  a  course  (MT  general 
remark,  by  way  of  reply,  when — 
■  Hr.  OAKLET  suggested  that  it  was  not  in  onler  to  go 
into  tfiQ  merits  of  the  resolution  itself,  when  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  only,  was  under  consideration. 

Thtf  SPBAKBR  proDounced  the  remarks  of  Hr.  Hal- 
UHT  to  bs  not  slrtcuy  in  order. 

Mr.  MAIXAHY  then  resumed,  that  he  could  not  per- 
ceive that  tbe  amendment  varied  In  the  least  the  prindple 
otthe  resolu'jon.  It  rendered  it,  indeed,  somewhat  more 
speeiflc,  bat  the  same  reasons  which  applied  to  the  one, 
applted  with  equal  force  to  the  ether.    His  objection  to 
ihe  amendment,  like  th^t  to  the  resolution,  was,  that  the 
Pebple  of  this  country  have  already  acted  on  the  general 
subject  with  Adl  knowledge  andgreat  intelligence.  Their 
widiea  bad  been  eipBdthr  stated ;  and.  if  they  were  all 
sunMioned  here  to  testify,  the  committee  eould  get  no 
ntore,  m  *ub**nce,  than  they  had  already.  If  gentle- 
men wished  to  know  the  actual  condition  of  the  various 
branches  Of  nunu&ctures  throughout  tbe  country,  they 
had  already  all  the  requieittf  information  to  guide  them. 
Did  the  committee  want  li^^t  on  tbe  general  question, 
viietber  fintber  protection  was  needed  on  our  woollen 
mnnlbctures,  or  did  they  doubt  that  those  of  hemp  and 
iron  oog^t  to  share  in  a  system  of  protecting  duties  }— 
dnrety  not.    Such  knowledge  as  they  had,  was  all  they 
needed  as  practical  men,  and  Was  sufRAent  to  enable 
them  to  come  to  such  a  reaalt  as  would  answer  the  public 
expectation.    It  certainly  looked  voy  much  as  if  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentlemen,  in  introducing  such  a  resolution  as 
this,  iras  merely  to  produce  delsy.    Tbe  eommtetee  bad 


been  in  session  nearly  four  weeks,  and  now  the  gentleman 
Brst  perceives  the  want  of  infurmation  as  to  the,obJeeti 
to  be  protected  4  and,  in  order  to  get  it,  asks  for  Ihe 
power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  But  all  that 
was  now  known,  was  eqtially  well  known  weeks  ago,  and 
eyery  reason  that  operates  now,  operated  then. 

The  committee,  said  Ur.  H.,  had  before  it  the  testis 
monyof  some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  United 
States — most  of  whum  are  personally  known  to  many  of 
ilie  members  of  this  House.  But  if  we  had  all  those  be- 
fore us  whom  the  People  of  this  country  sent  to  represent 
them  in  tbe  late  convention,  and  cotdd  examine  them 
6x>m  this  New-Vcar  to  the  next,  we  should  get  bet  few 
new  facti^  and  no  new  views  on  the  general  nibjeet.  We 
bavu  abundant  infiNmation  to  enable  us  to  jt^ge  whether 
it  is  not  important  that  sometbing  should  be  done  for  the 
benefit  of  this  branch  of  the  national  interests.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House  are  well  acqiuiinted  with  the  Inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  their  constituents  ;  nor  have  they  de- 
rived that  knowledge  from  examining  the  price  current 
of  one  or  of  two  jrears,  which  had  been  calculated,  be 
would  venture  to  say,  fyr  the  express  end  of  produdng 
an  effect.  Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  opposite,  for 
example,  [Mr.  Stobbs]  kqew,  as  well  as  any  one  could 
inform  him,  what  was  Ihe  state  of  tbe  manufacturing  in- 
terests in  Uie  county  of  Oiteida.  Other  gentlemen  had 
the  same  .knowledge  in  relation  to  their  respe^itive  dis- 
tricts I  and,  if  the  committee  wanted  lig^t,  they  bad.onfy 
to  come  to  the  members  of  this  House  and  they  would 
obtain  it.  Such  were  some  ofhis  views  in  opporing  the 
resolution.  , 

As  to  the  bill  of  last  session,  Hr.  M.  said,  the  gentleman 
had  certainly  gone  to  the  tomb  for  the  subject  of  his  re- 
marks. What  was  done  in  the  last  Congress  could  not 
be  brought  forward  as  of  much  avail  on  tbe  preaent  oe- 
c*Am.  That  bill,  the  gentleman  says^  opented  as  « Ihmd 
on  tlie  agricultural  interests  of  tbe  country.  It  wae  re* 
ported,  it  seems,  by  ibe  committee,  from  a  want  of  know- 
ledge, and  its  passage  .  by  the  House  was  an  ^regiooa 
blunder.  Now,  what  was  the  real  history  of  that  matter.^ 
The  committee  were  informed,  that,  in  lading  tbe  pro- 
tecting duly,  it  would  be  proiductive  of  iiuufious  oonae* 
quences,  if  they  made  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  and 
on  the  msnubctured  article  tu  commence  at  tbe  same 
time.  It  was  shewn  to  them,  by  satisftcttHy  evidence, 
that  there  was  an  immen^  capital  which  had  been  invest* 
ed  in  tbe  manufacture  of  woollens,  and  was  tlien  idle  { 
and  that  unless  some  time  were  suffered  to  elapse  before 
the  du^  on  raw  wool  should  be  enforced,  serious  Injury 
must  necessarily  ensue.  Such  were  tbe  views  under 
wbieb  that  bill  was  passed-  If  they  were  erroneous,  it 
certainly  was  not  fbr  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  bets. 
Does  the  gentleman  suppose  that  tbe  committee  stand  in 
need  of  having  the"  farmers  of  this  country  coming  to 
their  committee  room  to  see  tliey  are  not  cheated  by  the 
measures  of  this  House  ?  Was  it  necessary  for  them  to 
testify  in  person,  before  the  oonuiuttee  could  determine 
whether  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  and  on  the  manu* 
factured  fabric,  should  or  should  not  be  sumltaneaus  t 
The  gentleman's  whole  argument  from  that  bill  was  in- 
applicable and  out  of  place.  The  question  which  the 
committee  had  to  decide,  and  on  which  the  House  had 
afterwards  tu  pass,  was  a  que^ion  of  expediency-  Tbe 
House  did  pass  upon  it,  and  they  fully  knew  what  they 
were  doing. 

Ur.  M.  laid  tbat,  from  infbrntation,  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  stock  of  domestic  wool  was  not  now  sufficient. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  there  were  spindles  enough 
now  idle  tJiat  could  be  put  in  motion,  in  a  short  period — 
perhaps  in  twenty-four  hours — to  use  an  amount  equal  to 
Ihe  foreign  supply.  The  farmer  could  not  furnish  the 
additional  raw  material  for  some  time  ;  the  manuhcturer 
cotild  put  his  nachiocry  into  immediate  operation.  Sec 
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As  to  the  Btatementfl  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted, 
with  wgard  to  the  importation  of  the  difierent  quaiiticB 
ofwoo^  in  twoauccemve  ye»r8»  he  did  not  see  wluit  it 
proved,'iior  did  he  distinctly  undentand  for  what  purpose 
It  was  introduced.  Gentlemen  all  knew  thw  much  coarse 
wool  had  been  imported,  and  much  of  it -under  the  Value 
of  ten  cents. 

[At  this  point  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker, 
who  announced  that  the  hour  allotted  for  reporu  and  re- 
solutions bad  expired.] 

On  motion  or  Mr-  HALLARY*  however,  the  rule  on 
that  subject  was  for  this  day  suspended,  two-thirds  of  the 
House  sustaining  his  motion  to  that  effect 

Mr.  M  ALLABY  then  resumed  his  speech,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  make  some  remarks  on  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  tariff  bill  of  18^4,  when  he  was  called  to- 
wder  by  Mr.  INGHAU.  of  Penn.,  on  the  ground  (hat 
these  remarks  had  no  necessaty  connexion  witli  the 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  so  decided:  whei\ 

Mr.  MALLARY  observed,  that  the  gentleman  on  the 
other  side,  had  not,  he  believed,  been  cliecked  in  a 
course  of  pretty  general  remarks  on  the  same  subject, 
and  he  had  supposed  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
example :  but  be  dhfMild  certainly  submit  to  the  deciuon' 
of  the  Chair ;  and  Mr.  M.  then  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  two  objections  had  been  stat- 
ed to  gfant  the  power  requested  by  the  resolution. 
First,  that  it  is  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  tlie  House  and 
the  committee  are.  already  possessed  of  all  lire  informa- 
tion which  can  be  produced  by  the  examinations  which 
lh«  resolution  authorizea.  Secondly,  that  the  inconveni- 
ence atten^ng  the  delay  necessary  to  procure  the  testi- 
mony will  more  than  counterbalance  any  advantage  we 
might  expect  in  obtaining  it.  If  the  first  suggestton  be 
true,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question :  it  will  be  nugatory 
to  give  the  commitlee  power  to  examine  witnesses,  to 
procure  evidence  which  we  already  possess  i  but  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  objection  is  made,  I  fear,  will  show  con- 
clusively that  we  are  not  quite  so  well  informed  as  thuse 
who  utge  it  would  have  us  believe.  But,  however  geh- 
tlemen  may  be  satisfied  with  the  extent  of  their  own 
knowiledge,  we  owe  something  to  the  respectable  com- 
mittee that  has  asked  us  for  this  delegation  nf  power. 
They  tell  us  that  there  are  material  points  of  the  subject 
on  which  they  desire  to  be  informed  before  they  can  pre- 
sent us  su^b  a  bill  as  tliey  can  recommend  to  be  passed, 
and  they  ask  the  means  to  procure  it.  What  answer 
dull  we  give  them )  Shall  we  say,  we  undentand  the 
wbje^  perfectly  t  bring  in  your  bill  u  well  as  you  can  t 
we  want  no  information  from  you  }  Shall  we  reverse  the 
rule  of  business  in  tliis  House,  and ,  instead  of  employing 
a  committee  to  state  facts,  and  give  us  their  deductiona 
from  them,  shall  we  oblige  them  to  bring  in  a  bill  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  supply  the  gross 
deficieD^  by  our  superior  knowledf^e  >.  Bu^  before  ve 
Wke  thi*  coune,  it  is  worth  enquiry  whether  we  our- 
*elve».poiiBen  this  knowledge,  and  to  what  extent  >  We 
w'lU  take  this  from  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  reso- 
lution, if  any  member  In  tlie  House  possess  the  infurma- 
tioo.  The^.  have  it,  and  they  have  not  lell  us  in  doubt 
at  to  the  kmd  of.  evidence  on  which  they  rest  their  be- 
lief. What  more,  those  gehtlcqien,  can  be  deaired  ? 
Uaye  vr?  not  memonala  from  all  the  manufacturers  ?  Do 
not  our  ubles  groan  with  the  weight  of  their  complaints  ' 
yfhaX  more  can  be  desired '  Somethisg  more,  ui  my 
QpinioR  :  and  if  this  is  the  best  evidence— and  it  must  be 
supposed  to  be  such,  for  it  has  been  relied  on  by  all  who 
spoke  aniqat  the  resolution— it  is  the  strongest  argument 
that  could  be  used  in  favor  of  the  measure  proposed.  I 
will  bfeUfve  that  tpany  of  tliese  memorialists  are  very  re- 

Sectable  pouple  i.  bjut  are  they  disinterested  ^  Their 
jieetU  to  obtain  a  protecting  duty  amounting  to  a  pro- 


hibition <^  all  foreign  manufactures.  And  to  persuade 
us  to  tux  tlie  whole  community  to  the  amount  uiat  aucb 
a  measure  necessarily  involves,  they  tell  ua  that,  with  the 
present  protection,  high  as  it  is,  tbeir  estabUahnients  Ott- 
not  exist  t  that  it  is  a  losing  business  i  th^(  they  are  oblig- 
ed to  discharge  their  workmen ;  but  that,  if  we  ViD 
agree  to  tax  the  rest  of  the  community,  to  enable  them 
to  become  rich,  as  soon  as  this  object  is  attained,  tjieir 
prices  will  fall,  and  we  shall  <^tain  their  tnanufoctjaTca 
cheaper  then  than  we  can  impart  them  now.  But,  air^ 
before  I  yield  to  this  fine  reasoning  {  before  I  agree  to 
impose  this  tax  upon  my  constituema,  I  mi^  be  p-einut- 
ted  to  say  that  1  want  evidence  ;  that  my  dut}'  will  not 
permit  me  to  rely  on  the  bare  assertion  of  any  one,  much 
less  on  that  of  interested  persons,  be  they  «yer  so  respec- 
table. I  want  to  know  wnetber  it  is  true  that  the  manu- 
facturers uf  wool  are  really  going  to  ruin  with  a  protect- 
ing duty  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent.  I  want  to  know 
the  reason  of  this,  if  it  he  true  i  and  I  want  to  know 
from  what  (acXs  the  conclusion  is  drawn  that  the  aaae 
manufacturers  which  cannot  exist  now,  as  we  are  toU  , 
with  tilts  enormous  protecting  duty,  and  the  corretpood- 
ing  price  it  produces,  will  be  enabled  to  sell  their  go6df 
cheapec  at  a  future  day,  than  they  can  be  imported  with, 
out  that  duty A  I<Aig  profesnonal  practice  has  taught 
me  the  danger  of  relying  on  the  testimony  of  intereated 
witnenea,  and  has  also  shown  nw  the  great  utility  of 
cross  examination.  From  disinterested  witnesses  it  if 
calculated  to  elicit  truth  t  but  it  is  invaluable,  for  the  de. 
tection  of  all  those  subteifuges  to  which  interest  reaoH^' 
in  order  to  hide  the  truth,  or  ^ve  a  folse  color  to  a  tniQ 
statement 

The  manu&eturen  say  that  their  present  profits  Kr«u 
insufficient  inducement  for  carrying  on  their  busineis. 
They  have  told  us  so  for  years  \  yet  they  carry  it  <m. 
Tliey  told  us  they  must  cease  to  exist,  if  we  did  not  in- 
crease the  duty  ;  yet  they  still  exist.  Yet  they  iacreaae  j 
and  we  do  not  hear  that  one  million  of  dollars  thM.  we 
were  last  year  told  was  invested  in  the  business,  has  been 
withdrawn.  Nay,  I  have  been  informed,  (but  do  not 
vouch  for  the  fact,)  that,  during  the  last  seaUon,  at  the 
very  moment  we  were  told  that  the  manu&ciurers  were 
discharging  their  hand^  preparatory  to  their  dissolution, 
at  that  very  moment,  I  have  been  informed,  th^t  »cy»ml 
new  incorporations  were  made,  with  very  Urge  capitals, 
for  carrying  on  the  nme  business.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
there  is  certainlv  some  inconaisLency  between  the  all(^^ 
tiona  of  impending  dissolution,  and  the  actual  existence 
of  these  valuable  eatabliahmento  t  It  is  thti  that  I  wish  to 
penetrate  by  evklence,  by  publicity.  Let  ua  exanUne 
these  manufacturers,  and  know  what  the;r  mean  by  a  fair 
profit  ]f  it  sliould  appear  on  this  examination  that  they 
make  ten  per  cent,  clear  profit,  but  do  not  think  that 
a  sufficient  encouragement.  I  should  be  gbd  to  knew 
whether  the  House  would  ccun^e  in  that  opiiuon  and 
go  m  protecUng  until  tb^  can  make  15  20 — not  I 
for  one;  I  win  never  consent  that  my  constituents 
shall  pay  such  a  tax  in  order  to  produce  such  an  enor- 
mous profit.  It  may  be,  «r.  that  the  representations 
arc  true  :  if  they  are,  it  is  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  msin< 
ufaoturer  that  ihe  truth  shuuld  appear  by  such  testimo- 
ny as  will  give  it  credence.  Now,  sir,  how  is  it  pro- 
posed to  legislate  f  On  our  own  information,  and  that 
which  we  may  chance  to  obtain  from  interested  sourcca. 
Gentlemen  give  us  their  opinion.  I  have  Uie  utmost  re- 
spect for  it,  but  I  want  to  know  on  what  it  is  founded  ; 
it  cannot  be  frcm  practical  knowledge,  it  must  be  there- 
fore ftttm  information  ;  but  I  want  that  information  on  oath  { 
1  want  it  in  thMhapc  of  evidence  (  and  as  much  aa  re- 
gular judicial  testimony  is  superior  to  hearsay,  so  imich  is 
the  evidence  which  the  committee  desire  to  obtMn,  su- 
perior to  tliat  which  the  House  now  possesses. 
The  bill  which  paised  this  Houser  the  hit  letBiun, 
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strongly  4iow«  how  uecftil  tiiit  mode  of  obttiining  infor. 
miilioti  would  have  been.  Wool  under  ten  cents  cost 
WAB  left  untiixed,  because  it  wxs  supposed  that  little  of 
it  entered  into  the  rabric  iif  cloth  t  yet  the  information 
riven  by  the  ^iitleman  fr^m  Pennsylvania,  shows,  that 
tne  quantity  imported  of  that  species,  the  last  yew,  was 
more  than  four  times  that  the  higher  priced.  Then 
we  acted  rrom  ^neral  information,  perhaps  from  the  ai< 
legation  of  those  interested  to  deceive  us.  If  we  had 
teated  this  by  a  cross  examination  on  oath,  the  truth  would 
have  appeared,  and  we  should  never  have  passed  a  bill 
so  Dogenerous  to  the  brming  interest. 

As  to  the  delay,  I  do  nut  apprehend  it.  All  the  infor- 
natioQ  wanted  can  be  procured  in  a  few 'weeks;  but 
were  the  delay  greater,  the  advantages  to  be  obtained 
from  it  would  more  thmi  compensate  for  any  disadvantage 
atten^ng  it. 

But  the  practice  is  new  !  Too  new,  sir  !  Too  rare  in 
our  legislation.    All  our  laws,  particularly  those  for  the 

{tretection  of  commerce  or  manufactures,  would  be  bet- 
tty  more  ttable.  more  wise,  if  we  bad  sooner  resorted  to 
it.  But,  though  new  to  U!>.  we  knew  its  effects.  The 
l^oliaiiMBt  of  (irea^  Britain,  sitting  in  the  most  commer- 
tial  town  of  Corope,  wbq-e  information  may  be  procured 
on  every  sobject  by  every  member,  at  his  will,  does  not 
rely  on  that  information  :  they  pursue  this  course.  Not 
an  alteration  is  made  in  %ny  department  until  witnesses 
have  been  examined,  and  ansa  examined  before  an  open 
committee*  and  their  exarainadons  reduced  to  writing 
and  submitted  to  the  House.  We  have  in  our  library 
forty  or  fifty  folios  filled  with  these  examinations.  If 
found  necessary  there,  how  much  more  so  here,  wherSk 
we  are  diut  out  from  all  ittformation  but  that  which  we 
can  procure  by  letters  from  a  distance,  witlioiit  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath,  frequently  from  interested  persons,  aod 
without  \h«  advanta^  of  cross  examination,  to  elicit  the 
troth.  Suppose,  as  may  be  the  case,  that  the  representa- 
tions we  have  received  are  true  j  cerUinly  the  troth  will 
appear,  and  tlie  more  convincing,  when  supported  by  le- 
gal proof,  tlian  by  loose  opinion.  If  this  resolution  do 
not  pass,  it  will  be  said  that  the  truth  was  concealed ; 
that  the  parliea  feared  to  bo  brought  to  their  oath.  But, 
if  it  pasa^  and  the  statements  should  prove  correct,  we 
may  then  vote  consuentiously,  because  wei^l  vote  with 
■  «  kifowledge  of  the  fitcta  betbre  us. 

For  these  reasons  I  give  my  suppwt  to  the  resolution. 
Mr.  OAKLEV  now  expressed  his  apprelwnsion,  that 
the  House  was  in  danger  of  being  prematurely  inv^ved 
In  the  discussion  of  the  general  subject.  The  question 
now  to  be  decided,  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  amencl- 
raentt  wd*  on  this  point,  be  had  supposed,  wh«n  he  of- 
fered the  amendment,  that  there  would  have  been  but 
ene  opinion.  If,  said  Mr.  O.  you  grant  the  power  asked, 
aball  orslull  not  the  object  of  granting  jt  be'  expressed 
in  the  resolution  ?   That  is  the  question,  and  the  sole 

Sestion  before  the  House  {  but,  as  the  amendment  I  of- 
ed  appears  to  involve  some  gentlemen  in  difficulty, 
and  is  especially  cUsspproved  of  by  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittm  opposite,  (Mr.  {jravxHsov,}  I  will  now  withdraw 

-  il^  and  if  in  order,  will  move  another  in  its  place.  Mr. 
O.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  tviginal  re- 

-  solution  mpved  by  Mr.  Mauaht,  after  the  word  "Re- 
•olred,''  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following : 

That  the  Committee  on  kianufactures  be  empower- 
ed to  send  and  to  examine  persons  on  oath,  concern, 
ing  the  present  condition  of  out  manufactures,  and  to 
fcpert  the  minutes  of  such  examination  to  this  lladse.** 
llr.  STEWART  tbouglit  tliat  this  amendment  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  tlie  other.  As  a  friend  to  the  poli> 
cy  of  protecting  the  home  interest  of  this  country,  he 
had  hoped  that  the  House  would,  by  this  time,  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  a  hill,  ra- 
ther than  a  resolution  for  enquiry.    He  had  hof  ed  so 


especially,  when  he  perceived  Uie  anxiety  manifested  on 
this  subject,  by  so  large  a  portion  of  this  community. 

[Mr.  Stkwabt  was  here  called  lo  order  by  Mr.  Mc- 
DUFFIE,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  discussing  the  ori- 
ginal prupo&iOon  on  a  question  of  amendment,  wbau, 
admitting  that  the  amendment  did  not  go  to  change  the 
character  of  the  origuial  resohition.  The  CUAIU  did 
not  sustain  the  objection  of  Mr<  lIcDuvnx.] 

Mr.  STEWART  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
power  asked  by  the  committee  was  not  only  novel  and 
extraordinary,  but  wholly  unnecessary.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  had  asked,  with  mucli  empha- 
sis, whether  the  House  would  deprive  its  own  committee 
hf  information  which  they  considered  necessary  to  a  right 
discharge  of  their  duty  *  To  this  question  he  answered 
No  t  but  he  would  in  turn  enquire  whether  this  commit- 
tee had  not  all  the  ordinary  means  of  obtaining  such  in- 
formation as  was  indeed  necessary  f  Had  they  not  the 
same  means  that  all  other  committees  had,  and  might  nut 
every  other  committee  of  tlie  House  ask  for  this  power 
with  equal  reason  i  Sid  they  not  poaseas  more  informa- 
tlun'on  the  subject  of  manufactures  than  had  ever  been 
accumuUted  before  >  Had  they  not  all  the  fiicts  which 
had  been  collected  by  tlieir  predecessors  ?  Certainly. 
But  he  would  ask  further,  what  has  tips  committee  done? 
If  Uiey  want  further  information,  have  they  addrtssed  let- 
ters to  such  perstins  as  arc  able  to  furnish  it  ?  Could 
there  be  any  cloubt,  that  if  lliey  did  tlits,  hiU  and  correct 
ansven  would  be  received  ?  For  himself,  he  had  none, 
but  would  be  glad  to  know  if  the  letters  had  been  writ- 
ten. The  committee,  said  Mr.  S.,  have  the  reports  of 
those  who  introduced  the  tariff'  bill  of  1816,'that  of  1821, 
and  that  of  1824,  which  was  reported  by  the  committee 
on  the  ninth  day  of  the  next  month.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Stsvxnson]  says  that  he  wants  information,  and  has  re- 
ferred the  House  to  certain  facta  in  a  statement  relative  to 
the  importation  of  wool :  but  wlwre  did  the  gentleman 
get  that  Aatement  ?  He  got  it  from  tho  Treasury  re- 
port. Dues  he  want  the  committee  to  be  clothed  with 
power  to  send  for  Treasury  reports '  Sir,  before  I  con- 
fer such  a  power  as  is  now  asked  for,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  how  it  is  to  be  exerted,  for  what  end,  and  to 
what  cxtenf  ?  Fur  whom  are  these  gentlemen  going  to 
send  ?  Is  it  for  the  manu£kctnrers  *  If  it  i^  will  they 
not  also  send  for  the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
our  Atlantic  cities,  (for  1  presume  witnesses  are  to  be 
heard  on  both  sides,)  and,  sir,  muat  they  not  send  to  the 
South  }  Must  they  not  bring  Governor  Giles  and  Doc- 
tor Coiner  to  enlighten  them  on  the  constitutional  que^i- 
tion  ?  Nay,  sir,  will  they  not  have  to  send  for  the  hr- 
mers  of  the  United  Stales  to  trsttfy  as  to  the  efToot  of 
the  tariff  on  i^iculture/  Sir,  we  shall  want  a  whole 
regiment  of  Sergeahts.at-arma  t<iH;arry  their  warrants  in- 
to effect.  But,  tor  my  part,  I  want  no.  information  from 
the  manufacturers.  I  am  nut  now  legislating  for  them, 
I  am  legislating  for  the  farmers.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  maiuifaclurersi  I  repeat  it,  I  am  legiakling  fur 
the  farmers,  1  am  trying  to  build  up  a  home  market  I 
am  endeavoring  to  provide  for  the  fanners  of  the  United 
States  peace  markets  for  titeir  raw  materials^  for  ihdr ' 
flour;  for  ihuir  pork,  for  their  com,  for  their  beef,  for 
(heir  butter.  And  tliis  measure  I  caimot  consent  to  see 
delayed  by  what  amounts,  in  ray  "Judgment,  to  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  I  want  to  see  neither  our  manutUc- 
turers,  nor  our  Chambers  of  Conimerce,  nor  our  farmers 
coming  before  this  committee.  They  have  all  told  us 
what  they  want.  I  do  not  wisli  to  see  them  brought 
from  their  various  homes — and,  sir,  1  ask  at  whose  ex- 
pense )  (Certainly  at  their  own,  for  it  is  they  who  at  last 
must  pay  for  iu 

[Here  Mr.  S.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  CAMBRE- 
LKNG  :  but  the  CHAIR  pronounced  him  not  to  be  out 
of  urden] 
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Mr.  S.  resumed  fan  speech*  Ri>d  fiirtber  inusted  on  the 
impropriety  of  conferring  a  power  so  great  as  was  now  de- 
nuinded,  and  so  novel  in  its  cfaaracter>  without  some  very 
extraordinary  reason  for  its  exerdse.  His  objections  to 
the  grant  was,  that  it  was  onneeesssrjr— «b  all  necdfVil  in- 
Ibrmation  was*  within  reach  of  tlie  commttlee  witboot  it 
He  hoped  the  committee  had  at  least  made  the  trial  of  ob- 
taining this  information  by  correspondence.  If  they  had 
done  thisi  and  failed  to  obtain  it,  they  would  come  before 
the  House  with  a  better  grace.  The  House  was  now 
within  a  few  days  of  the  time  wiien  the  former  bills  on 
this  subject  had  been  reported.  To  begiD  at  sdch  a  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  to  send  for  persona  and  papers,  was 
Tirtualiy  to  postpone,  and  certainly  to  defeat  the  whole 
measure. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  as  my  colleagues  [Mr.  Stevm- 
Bov  and  Mr.  Stewart]  have  expressed  opinions  directly 
at  variance  with  each  other,  I  awU  state  tny  reasons  for 
the  vote  which  I  intend  to-  give.  1  am  in  bvor  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  ^ntlemaii  from  New  Vork 
[Mr.  Oaklxx]  i  not  because  it  varies  in  principle  from 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Hanu&C- 
tares,  but  because  it  expresses  more  fully  and  distinct^ 
the  objects  which  that  committee  had  in  view. 

it  has  been  stated  and  ui;ged  by  gentlemen,  in  this  de* 
bate,  that  the  vote  which  may  be  given  in  tavor  of  the 
resolution,  ought  to  Be  considered  as  a  vote  against  the 
policy  of  protecting  domestic  manufactures.  I  protest 
ag£nst  any  such  inference.  It  is  at  war  with  the  fact  It 
assumes  the  principle,  that,  because  the  friends  of  the 
•Ksolution  wish  to  cast  all  the  light  which  can  be  shed 
upon  the  subject — because  they  wisli  to  act  with  know, 
ledge  and  deliberation — that,  therefore,  they  are  oppos- 
ed to  the  pt-otection  of  domestic  manufactures.  It  as- 
aunl^s  the  position  that  the  denre  to  obtain  io&rmation 
oonceriiinga  measure,  necessarily  pre-suppuses  hoslihty 
io  it.  This  ira  Angular  mode  of  argument.  I  feel  con- 
fident, that,  when  the  House  shall  have  acquired  a  know- 
ledge of  all  the  facts — and  when  they  shall  be  spread  be- 
fore the  nation,  in  an  authentic  form,  we  sliall  pass  a  bill 
much  more  satisfaetoiy  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country, 
than  we  can  do  without  the  infwnatiou. 

But,  it  has  been  stated  tliat  the  delay  «'liich  must  fol- 
low the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  will  defiest  the  bill,  at 
the  present  ses«on.  I  have  been  astonished  to  hear  this 
argument  ur^cd,  after  the  explicit  declaration  of  the 
Committee  of  Domestic  Manufactures.  One  of  its  mem- 
bers [Mr.  Stktessoit]  has  solemnly  declared,  that  delay 
haa  not  been  the  o6ject,  nor  will  It  be -the  effect  of  the 
measure.  They  have  determined  to  report  a  bill  during 
the  next  mmth,  and  hope  tliey  will  lie  enabled  to  do  so, '. 
sume  time  before  its  close.    After  such  a  declaration  up 


to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  who  can  give  as 
practical  information  upon  the  subject  ^  Tbit  powCr  hu 
never  before  been  queBtioned,.sinee  I'bave  been  %  man- 
her  of  this  House. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  a  lineCEC  frioMl  to  fte  Taril^ 
and  have  no  doubt  that  the  manu&cture  of  woolens  x«r> 
quires  additional  protection  :  the  great  question  iii,  m 
what  degree  }   We  must  know  the  extent  of  the  «^  be 
fore  we  can  proportion  the  remedy  to  if.   Vpon  tbi*  ItAt- 
jcct,  my  principles  have  never  changed.    I  have  e«r 
been  in  favor  of  affording  such  protection  to  oar  doni«- 
tio  manufactures,  as  will  enable  them  to  enter  uKo^ftiT 
and  successful  competition  with  foreign  manu&cturcs,  la 
our  domestic  markets.    If  you  go  beyond  this  pointy  jou 
reach  prohibition  I  and  thus  afford  an  unnecesaiq^  and 
ur^ust  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  at  the  expcdiat  of 
the  consumer.    On  the  other  band,  if  yon  fUl  short  of 
you  disappoint  the  just  hopes  of  the  manu&u:tnrer,^«iid 
withdraw  from  him  ths  foundation  on  which  he  has  &  ri^M 
to  expect  that  he  shall  stand.   It  is  not  easy  to  detenwng 
the  precise  point  to  which  we  ought  to  go.    To  txrtm 
the  onrside,  will  injure  the  maptuacturer — to  etr  6n  the 
other,  will  injure  the  consumer.    Tlw  woollen  nnaitu&c- 
turers  themselves  differ,  as  to  the  de^e  of  proteeote 
necessaiy.    How,  then,  can  we  decide  between  dieiB,' 
without  calling  them  before  us,  and  ascertaining  Ott^aOm 
upon  which  their  respective  opinions  rest  ?  My  colleague 
(Mr.  Stxwast]  may  know  tlie  predse  degree  of  protec- 
tion necessary.   I  confess  I  do  not^    Even  the  Comalt- 
tee,of  Domestic  Manuftctures  are  in  the  dark  upon  ffite 
subject. 

^  Who  are  the  manufacttirerB^that  we  dare  not  approach 
them  ?  ■  Shall  we  be  so  careful  of  theh-  accommodation, 
that  we  must  act  blindlv,  rather  than  sei^  for  tbaa  to 
give  us  information  ?  Shall  we  run  the  risk  of  ii^fiunus- 
ly  affecting  the  agricultural  interest,  and  all  the  other 
tcrcstsof  the  country,  rather  than  send  for  a  few  of  th<« 
gentlemen  who  are  our  petitioners,  to  inform  us  as  to  the 
degree  of  protection  which  their  establishments  reqmrer 
This  would  be  ill-iin*ed  and  injudicious  kindnea.  If  «" 
send  for  them,  tiitir  expenses  must  be  paid  by  the- 
House.  It  ccruinly  cannot  be  a  verv  grievous  anatte* 
for  Ihem  to  spend  a  few  days  here,  during  the  Addona- 
ble  season,  at  the  public  expense,  when  so  many  irf"  our 
citizens  visit  Washington  voluntarily,  at  their  own  pn-- 
vate  cost 

I  vnfesa  I  did  not  understand  by  what  authority  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Stewart]  undertook  to  propound  the 
questions  which  he  has  done  to  the  Committee  of  Mauu- 
factures.  They  are  not  tiow  upon  their  trial.  They  are 
not  bound  to  aaawer  such  interrofpttqries.   They  nave 


  exposed  their  reasons  for  malung  tins  request  before  you, 

on  this  floor,  will  any  gentleman  again  repeat,  tluit  the  I  and  they  merely  wish  to  obtain  your  idTlce  upon  the  Mlb-' 
intention  of  the  majority  of  the  cummittte  is  delay  M  ject.    They  willreat  satisfied  with  wbatevfer  may  be your ' 


jrust  not.  Upon  the  ground  of  delay,  therefore,  there 
\s  no  reason  for  voting  against  this  resolution.  Much  as  I 
desire  more  informHiiun  concerning  the  manufacture  of 
wobUeus,  if  I  could,  (or  one  moment^  believe,  that  the 
pnssagc  of  this  resolution  would  prevent  us  from  acting 
efficiently  upon  the  tariff,  during  the  present  session,  I 
uliould  vote  in  the  negative.  I  apprehend  no  such  result. 

Gentlemen  have  argued,  that  the  power  to  send  lor 
persuns  to  testify,  witich  the  respectable  Committee  of 
Manufactures  desire  to  obtain  from  the  House,  is  danger- 
ous ami  unprecedented.  What  a  mere  bug-bear  is  this 
argument !  If  two  of  your  atizens  engage  in  litigation, 
no  matter  how  contemptible  the  subject  m  dispute  toiay 
be,  your  laws  will  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
whatever  may  he  the  individual  sacrifice.  Justice  must 
be  done  between  Ihem.  And  shall  it  be  said,  that,  when 
a  measure,  deeplr  affecting  the  interest  of  every  man  in 
the  United  States,  is  baftire  the  Representatives  of  the 
People,  that  it  is  the  exercise  of  extiaonUnary  ^lower, 


determination. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  must  say,  I  am  glad  that  my  col-" 
league  [Mr.  Stxwabt]  and  myself  at  length  agree  uppii 
the  articles  proper  to  be  embtaced  in  the  TurifT.  The 
abortive  attempt  which  he  made  to  amend  this  reaolution^ 
^ews.  that  he  is  now  willing  to  protect  other  intemns 
bca'ides  those  contained  in  the  Woollen  Bill  of  the  last 
Scauon.    Since  that  period,  new  light,  from  some  Qutf- 
ter,  has  beamed  upon  his  mind  i  and  who  can,  therefore,  ' 
telt  hut  that  the  information  sought  to  be  obtained  b^ 
this  resolution,  may  illumine  the  minds  of  otbetk  }  At  the 
last  SesKon,  when  1  proposed  to  include  in  the  WooUen 
Dili  several  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  amendnient ' 
which  that  gentleman  has  this  day  offered,  he  voted  for 
the  previous  question,  which  tvas  carried  ;  and  thus 
purpose  was  defeated. 
Mr.  Bdchahak  here  yielded  the  floor  to  Ur.  SraWAaiu 
Mr.  STEWART  rose  to  expUin.   He  had,  at  tbe  . 
session,  voted  for  every  proposition  the  object  of  wlucJl 
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«u  to  protect  either  mintifiictures  or*  i«riciiltiire.  He 
had  never  voted  sgainst  a  Tiriflf:  question^  and  never 
would.  He  had  never  voted  t^inst  a  sin^e  propon> 
tion  ill  any  shapes  which,  in  his  judgment,  was  calculat- 
ed to  protect  domestic  industry.  He  had  voted  for  the 
woollens  bill  of  last  sessioti,  not  as  being  all  that  he 
wished,  hut  as  being  all  that  he  could  get— and  on.  this 
ground  only. 

Ur.  BUCHANAN  sauJ,  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the 
fact,  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Stewa«t]  did  vote  for  the 
previous  question,  upon  the  occasion  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred. It  will  be  for  the  House  and  the  country  to  de- 
cidi?,  whether  the  eipUnation  of.  that  vote  which  he  has 
now  given,  be  satisfactory  or  not. 

Hr.  RANDOLPH  rose.  His  object  waa,  he  said,  bare- 
ly to  offer  a  single  su^cstion,  in  addition  to  the  very  ju- 
dicioua  and  valuable  observation  which  had  fallen  from 
the  gendemau  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LivrxosTOK]  and  one 
which,  considering  his  professional  experience  and  emi- 
nence, he  wondered  he  should  have  bverlooked.  It  was 
*j**t  this  resolution  proposed  to  give  to  the  committee  the 
great  benefit  of  viva  met  testimony  in  contradistinction 
to  that  which  waa  written  only.  He  was  not  himself  a 
profeaatonal  man,  but  he  would  leave  it  to  those  who 
were  of  the  profession,  and  understood  the  difference  be- 
tween examinations  and  cpow-examinations,  and  deposi- 
tions in  Chancery,  to  how  much  more  a  noa  xoee  examin- 
ation was  calculated  to  extract  the  truth  from  a  witness 
whom  one  could  see  and  hear,  than  that  of  a  bill  and  an- 
swer in  Chancery,  where  the  witneas  lit  absent,  and  can 
be  neither  seen  nor  heard.  The  diffennce  between  these 
two  modes  of  examination  amounted,  in  most  case^  to 
the  difference  between  arriving  at  a  true  or  a  false  con- 
clusion. One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  It  wsft  not 
his  place,  he  said,  to  interfere  to  settle  the  difference 
between  the  two  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania — 
Nan  nogtrum  tantia  eomponere  Utu.*'  This  dtbate  had, 
however,  had  tlie  effect  to  discloae  that  aomethtng,  of 
which  the  wisest  man  living  had  denied  the  exiatence — 
which  was  "  something  new  under  the  Suii.'^  For,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Hr.  Stiwabt]  had  disco- 
vered that  a  committee  of  this  House,  some  year*  ago, 
did  niake  a  report  upon  a  certain  day  in  the  next  month. 
Now,  if  facts  like  tbeae  can  be  brought  forth  upon  the 
tiatinuHiy  of  members  of  this  respectable  House,  swi  Mr. 
R>,  there  is  no  knowing  what  may  not  be  elicited  by  a 
petsonal  examination  or  those  ictelligent  persons  whom 
the  conmittee  propose  to  uiminan  before  them. 

Mr.  WOOD,  of  New-York,  said,  lhat  his  objection  to 
this  resolution  rested  on  none  of  the  grounds  which  had 
been  stated.  I  doubt,  said  he,  the  power  of  the  House — 
that  is  my  difficulty.  It  has  been  once  decided,  at  least 
as  I  undttfetood,  that  the  whole  judicial  power  of  this 
House  related  lO  two  classes  of  cases  only.  The  one  is, 
that  contested  elections ;  and  the  otiier  respects  cases 
of  malversation  In  office.  Such  has  ever  been  my  opin- 
ion. This,  therefore^  is  a  novel  case  for  the  exercise  of 
Mich  a  power.  The  manu&cturers  apply  tq  us  for  an  in- 
creaae  of  duties  Doea  thii  differ  from  an  ordinary  ap- 
plication fbr  relief  ?  Not  at  all,  as  to  this  principle.  I 
therefore  think  it  a  case  where  we  have  no  power.  Eve- 
ry committee  clothed  with  such  a  power  is  constituted  a 
judicial  tribunal.  Where  do  we  get  the  power  to  do 
this  i  I  deny  tliat  it  exists.  The  fucts  which  bear  on  a' 
petition  must  be  substantiated  by  the  petitioners  in  thetr 
own  way.  If  their  alle^tions  are  beheved  to  be  false,  it 
IS  die  duty  of  the  committee  to  report  against  them  ;  but 
if  they  believe  them  true,  and  the  request  reasonable,  it 
ii  the  committee's  duty  to  report  in  their  fkvor.  If  the 
petitioners  volunteer,  without  any  compulsion  from  ui, 
to  sifbmit  affidavits,  and  to  exhibit  their  accounts,  their 
aUegationa  may  be  thereby  confirroed  i  but  this  is  a  mat- 
ter wbicb  HHut  be  left  entirely  to  themselves  t  and  wben 


they  have  produced  such  evidence  as  they  thbik  fit,  it » 
then  fbr  the  committee  to  judge  of  its  crouibiUly,  and  re- 
port accordingly. 

Mr.  BURGES,  of  R.  I.,  said,  that  he  did  not  rise,  at 
this  late  hour,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  or 
the  amendment,  but  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  whole 

aueation  till  Wednesday  next,  and  that,  in  the  meiinwhile^ 
le  SrSAKu  should  examine  the  rectnds  of  this  Housei 
to  descoi'cr  whether  any  precedent  esiats  fbr  the  grant 
of  such  a  power,  in  a  case  like  that  now  before  the 
House. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment, it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  WRIGH  T,  of  N.  Y.,  then  addressed  the  House, 
and  said,  that,  as  he  had  been  honored  vitb  a  rituation  in 
the  Committee  of  Manuiacturea,  he  felt  the  more  entit- 
led to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  in  ofFering  a  few 
statements  and  explanations,  in  reply  to  what  liad  been 
advanced  on  the  other  side  ;  and  he  would  first  remark^ 
that  it  was  three  weeks,  and  not  four  weeks,  as  had  been 
aaid,  nnce  the  members  composing  thrt  Committee,  had 
been  announced  to  the  House.  For  some  days  afHerthetr  ' 
appointment,  not  a  single  memorial,  either  vatar  against 
an  alteration  in  the  present  tariff  of  duties  had  been  laid 
before  them.  Then  a  few  petitions,  veiy  briefly  and 
generally  expressed,  were  received  from  two  or  three  of 
the  Slates  ;  and,  if  the  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  cen- 
sure the  Committee  for  negligence,  had  bad  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  these  documents,  they  would  have 
found  that  they  all  had  relation  to  whut  had  been  denomi- 
nated VA  Natioiul  tJonventioii  in  Pennsylvania."  Peti- 
tions of  tiM  kind  were  all  that  the  Committeo  had  befbre 
them  for  a  coni>iderable  time.  Wben  he  said  tiiis,  he 
meant  officially  befbre  them,  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
Committee  could  act  upon  them.  He  admitted,  indeed, 
that  the  members  of  the  Committee  had.  individtully, 
seen  a  pamphlet  which  had  been  very  freely  circulated, 
and  which  nad  mpect  tp  the  doings  of  that  Convention. 
But  it  waa  never  placed  officially  before  either  the  House 
or  the  Committee,  until  abMit  ten  days  ago.  This  was 
all  the  time  the  Committee  had  had  to  deliberate' on  seve- 
ral distinct  propositions  submitted<o  them,  and  he  might 
be  permitted  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  this  fIouse« 
and  to  its  progress  in  business,  sk  an  answer  to  tlie  impu- 
tations thrown  out  as  to  the  industry  of  the  Committee* 
The  resolution  which  bad  been  this  day  offered,  bad  been 
resolved  on,  in  Committee,  some  days  ago,  and  it  was 
presented  to  the  House  on  the  very  Krst  opportunity  that 
offered.  He  had  been  an  advocate  for  its  Adoption,  and 
he  would  now  briefly  state  tome  of  the  reasons  that  had 
influenced  him.  It  had  been  said,  that  all  the  informa- 
tion, necessaw  to  a  right  dedsion  on  the  geneial  subject, 
in  already  before  the  House  and  the  Committee.  This 
might  be  true,  for  aught  be  knew.  His  own  experience 
in  legislation  had  beon  very  short,'  and  he  waa  unable  to 
say  what  amount  of  knowledge  might  be  possessed  by 
others,  but  for  himself,  from  the  industry  which  he  had  been 
able  to  bring  to  bear  within  the  sliurt  time  allowed  him, 
(and  he  had  examined  diligently  alt  the  pubbc  documents 
and  reports  of  Ibnner  Comnuttees  which  were  said  to  con* 
tain  this  species  of  infbnnation)  he  ftHind  himself  still 
greatly  at  a  loss,  and  In  want  of  much  iiiforiLatlon,  of  which 
the  public  documents  were  destitute.  The  whole  eul>- 
,  ect  stood  in  need  of  the  exhibition  of  more  precise  de- 
taiL  Two  questions  had  been  submitted  to  the  commit: 
tee  ;  the  first  was.' are  any  alteratitms  at  all,  in  the  exist: 
ng  Tariff  at  this  time  time  neccsssry  >  It  had  been  saitl, 
that  on  this  point  the  public  n^d  had  been  deeply  hi- 
tereste^  and  the  public  sentimcat  expressed  with  wiflici- 
ent  clearness  to  autluinxe  the  Committee  in  coming  to  an 
affirmative  decision^  Should, this  be  admitted,  another 
question  arose,  and  that  was,  to  what  extent  is  this  alter- 
ation necessary,  in  order  to  attain  the  ends  in  view  ^  On 
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this  question,  gentlemen  ntighl  examine  all  the  memorialB 
of  the  Mani)facturen,  all  the  reports  of  the  Coimnittees 
of  Manufactures,  m  well  as  the  Executive  comniumca* 
tiona,  (at  least  as  far  as  he  bad  been  able  to  investigate 
Uiem)  and  tliey  vould  not  discover  any  thing  to  jnftirm 
them  whether  five,  eight,  or  fifty  per  cent,  was  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  present  rate  of  duties.  Now  this  was  precise>i 
ly  the  kind  of  information  of  which  he  stood  in  need  ;  he 
meant  to  be  underwood  as  referring  to  some  particular 
branches  of  mahufacture  ;  and  there  were  others  of  a  8i> 
milar  character,  pa  which  other  petitions  ini^>t  yet  be 
presented.  There  were,  however,  some  branches  to 
which  these  remarks  did  not  apply. 

But  one  chief  subject  on  which  he  felt  this  want  of  in- 
formation, was  the  manu^cture  of  woollens.  The  Har- 
risburg  Convention,  had,  on  this  subject,  proposed  a 
teries  of  niinimvans,  to  constitute  a  scale  of  duties  which, 
according  to  their  judgment  vat  requisite  and  proper  for 
the  protection  of  that  manuftcture.  But,  had  the  mem* 
ben  of  that  Convention  given  to  the  world  any  bets, 
calculated  to  shew  that  th&  rates  they  proposed  were  such 
as  precisely  to  firmiah  the  degree  of  protection  required, 
and  m-ither  to  fall  short  of,  nor  to  exceed  It  i  He  could 
not  find  tliis  in  their  pamphlet. 

.  In  what  situution  then  did  he  stand  t  As  a  servant  of 
flie  House,  he  was  commanded  to  examine  a  certain  sub- 
ject, to  bring  his  mind  to  a  conclusion  with  respect  to  it, 
and  report  a  bill  for  the  action  of  the  House.  The  House 
had  a  claim  upon  him  fur  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
and  he  was  unwilling  to  be  compelled  to  report  upon  tlie 
subject,  uhenhewssnot  in  possession  of  the  mctsre> 
quistite  to  form  a  decision.  If,  indeed,  the  House  diould 
Buy  to  him,  go  on,  and  do  as  well  as  you  can,  with  such 
lights  as  you  have,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  obey  them. 
All  he  wished  was  to  express  the  difficulty  under  which 
he  labored  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  to  ask  the 
House  to  assist  him.  If  they  should  be  of  opinion  that 
it  was  improper  to  do  so,  he  was  entirely  wilhng  to  pro- 
iced  with  such  means  of  knowledge  aa  were  in  liia  power. 
*  To  the  qtieitiont  whether  this  was  a  novel  case,  and 
«betlier  the  power  now  asked  redded  in  the  House,  he 
did  not  profess  himseirable  to  decide  ;  his  parliamentary 
experience  had  not  been  such  as  to  enable  him  to  do  so. 
He  would,  however,  suggest  to  his  c^rfleague  [Mr.  Oj.a- 
lxt]  who  had  offered  the  amendment,  that,  as  it  now  stood, 
It  did  not  r^-quire  the  witnesseB  who  might  be  summoned, 
to  brii^  wUh  them  any  papers.  Supposing,  then,  that 
the  committee  should  send  for  the  agent  of  aome  manu- 
&cturhig  eslablishmeitt,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  him 
in  relation  to  its  concerna,  would  not  tlie  witness,  in  order 
to  give  precise  replies,  want  the  books  of  the  establish- 
ment }  By  referring  to  these,  his  information  cputd  be 
rendered  Bpecifio.  He  suggested,  therefore,  whether 
the  amendment  ought  not  to  be  so  modified  as  to  attain 
this  object. 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG  expressed  himself  m  favor  of  the 
resolution.  He  said  he  had  occupied  himself  during  the 
Summer  in  collecting  what  intonmliou  was  in  his  puwer, 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of 
this  country,  and  he  had  obtained  fhim  different  quarters 
statements  directly  the  reverse  of  each  other.  He  had 
found  that  aome  iabries  yielded  the  manufacturers  35  and 
Others  50  per  cent,  upon  their  capital.  As  an  insUnce  of 
the  contradiction  to  which  he  Itad  referred,  Mr.  C-  stated 
onto  case.  A  memorial,  received  at  the  last  session  from 
'  oiie  of  the  New  England  States,  declared  that  the  capital 
employed  in  a  certain  manufacture  had  suffered  a  reduc- 
tion ul  more  than  10  per  cent.  He  had  happened,  in  the 
Summer,  to  fall  in  with  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  very 
ctUbliahment  to  which  that  memorial  referred,  who  told 
him  U»t  tra  the  lat  of  April  they  had  taken  one  account 


had  been  enabled  to  divide  10  per  cent,  profit  upon  their 
capital.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  was  anxious  that  the  com- 
mittee should  be  enabled  to  decide  between  c»nflictii»g 
statemenU  of  this  description.  For  Ats  end  there  wu 
no  need  of  sending  to  Machia^  or  Missouri,  or  Kew  Or- 
leans. He  had  no  doubc  that  hia  colleague  was  corred 
in  Baying  that  the  gentlemen  concerned  would  of  them- 
selves be  very  willing  to  come  here  and  testify.  He 
knew  of  one  gentleman  fhim  New  York,  who  wMa  atiprt- 
ly  expected  here :  he  was  an  extensive  manufaoRoert 
and  had  lately  been  enl&rging  bia  eBtablishmet.  Wbea 
tliat  gentleman  arrived,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  shauld  wiaa  to 
go  before  the  conunlttee  and  examine  him  for  himsel', 
and  he  thouglit  that  every  other  member  of  the  House 
ought  to  do  the  same.  Sure  he  was,  he  said,  that  if  tttcy 
did  not  do  so,  they  would  not  do  their  duty.  One  gen- 
tleman had  expressed  great  surprise  that  such  a  re*oW- 
tion  as  this  should  be  offered,  and  another  bad  dotfbted 
the  power  of  the  House  to  grant  such  authority.  It  bad 
been  called  an  unprecedented  measure.  For  himaelf,  be 
believed  it  quite  unprecedented  that  any  party  or  coadil- 
nation,  of  whatever  name,  whether  friena  or  enemy  to  a 
proposed  measure,  should  attempt  to  stifie  informatlM, 
and  keep  the  House  in  the  dark.  Gentlemen  ougfat'lm 
to  depend  on  the  statements  of  any  memoiials  wbatercr, 
but  ought  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  British  Pat1ia0«t, 
and  bring  the  ntanufiicturers  before  them,  take  minoftes 
of  their  examination,  and  publish  them  to  the  nidSoa. 
Some  of  the  memorials,  Mr.  C .  said,  intimated  tliat  their 
business  was  a  losing  one.  The  stateiAent  of  ofhers  was 
very  different.  They  profassed  themselves  satisfied  wW 
the  tariff  as  it  now  stood,  and  able  to  do  a  profitabtobtffr 
ness  without  further  protection.  If,  however,  tAI*  Me- 
rest is  really  suffering,  let  that  suffering  be  made  deatly 
manifest,  and  then  let  the  fViendB  of  the  aanuftettonefs 
introduce  and  carry  through  this  House  such  relief  as 
their  situafion  may  require. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  said,  lliat  almost  every  gentleman  yhn 
had  spoken,  aeemed  to  misunderstand  his  amendntot, 
and  he  began  to  tliink.he  miaunderstood  it  himself.  Obc 
of  his  cotleaguea  had  Started  a  doubt  as  to  the  power  dT 
the  House  to  grant  such  authority  aa  was  now  asked.  Far 
himself,  Mr.  O.  thotaght.  it  was  founded  on  the  comMW 
law  of  Parliament.  The  Legislature  must  possess  all 
that  power,  which  was  requisite  to  procure  the  infcma- 
tion  necessary  to  its  acting  understandingljr, -oa  every 
subject  which  came  before  it.  But  it  certatnljr  tfd'Mt 
follow,  should  this  resolution  pass,  that  the  committe* 
must,  therefore,  resort  to  coercive  measures.  But  V  the 
House  should  doubt  Its  power  to  authorize  them  to  do  so^ 
nothing  was  easier  than  to  modi^  the  reaolotion,  so  as 
only  to  invite  voluntary  attendance.  He  did  not,  how. 
ever,  believe  there  was  the  least  occasion  for  aollcitodc 
on  this  subject.  The  manufiictiut:rB,  tnaiead  of  nee<fim 
to  be  compelled,  would  eagerly  embrace  the  opportuaF 
ty  of  attendance. 

The  g«nileman  who  had  just  taken  hIa  teat,  Mr.  O. 
said,  had  alluded  to  an  individual  residing  in  the  district 
which  he  represented,  and  who  had  been  delegated  by 
the  People  of  the  cotinty,  to  attend  to  their  interests  be* 
fore  this  body.  Re  is  (said  Mr.  O.)  a  man  of  great  ex- 
perience and  of  great  intelligence.  He  ia  not  only  wit 
.ling,  but  anxious,  to  testify  under  oath,  before  a  commit- 
tee of  this  House,  and  there  to  ^ow  why  it  is  necessary 
that  further  protecUon  should  be  extended  to  the  woollen 
manufacture  \  and  I  venture  to  predict  that  tlie  result  of 
his  examination  will  be  of  ten-fold  more  advantage  to  a 
right  understanding  of  this  subject,  and  to  the  interest 
of  the  manufacturers,  than  that  of  all  the  gentlettnn  «ft 
this  floor.  It  need  not  be  apprehended  that  WiUiiMIs 
are  jping  to  be  dragged  bef%we  this  House  by  anv 


of  stock,  and  on  the  lat  <rf  October  another,  and  that  the  pt«ssive  coercion.  If  the  manufacturen  have  trutli  od 
^fTerence  was  socli,  that*  during  those  six  montba  tbey  I  their  ride,  they  will  promptly  and  anxiooaly  diMluae  lb* 
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real  state  of  facts  ;  and  our  calUn^  them  will.  In  my 
ment,  be  &  means  uf  bringing  tbis  matter  to  a  cluse  In  a 
mucli  sborter  period  tbaii  any  other  measure  tliai  could 
pns»hly  be  adopted.  Gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend  not 
only  delay  but  dsfeat  to  tlie  general  measure,  should  the 
resolution  pass.  I,  on  fbe  contrary,  do  verily  believe 
that,  if  the  committee  shall  exercise  their  power  with 
discretion  and  in  goud  faith,  instead  of  relaming,  it  will 
greaUy  expedite  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  have,  to  be 
sure,  no  personal  experience  io  legislating  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  I  hare  had  occasion  to  remark,  while  observing 
what  has  been  passing  here,  that  much  of  the  time  of 
tbe  House  tias  been  lost,  owing  to  the  difference  of  gen- 
tlemen as  to  the  real  state  of  fitcts.  One  has  declared  it 
to  be  lit  one  way,  another  in  another  {  and  thus,  day  af- 
ter duy  has  been  wasted  in  getting  at  the  facts  witli 
which  the  discuaaion  ought  to  liave  started.  My  pursuits 
in  life  liave  been  such  as  to  preclude  me  from  all  pi-»cti- 
cal  knowledge,  on  the  subject  of  manufactures  ;  and  if, 
to  supply  my  own  deficiencyi  I  look  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  on  whom  am  I  to  rely  ?  On  the  -gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Kr.  STsVAnT  ?]  Certainly  I  should 
fiiJIy  rely  on  any  &ict  he  would  slate  from  lits  pwn  know- 
ledge; but  hisiaett  are  derived  from  others  !  On  m^ 
Colleague  from  New  York,  [Mr.  SToaas  ?]  For  his  opi- 
nions! bave  the  highest  possible  respect)  but  his  opi- 
nions in  the  matter  rest  on  the  &cts  as  he  learns  them  from 
others.  On  what,  then,  can  1  rely  f  1  am  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  acting  by  faith.  Now  I  am  unwilling  to 
do  this,  unleu  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  If,  indeed,  I 
»m  driven  to  the  neceisity,  I  must  give  my  vote  by  the 
best  lights  I  can  obtain,  but  if  I  can  get  better,  as  I  be- 
lieve I  can,  thtY)ugh  the  medium  of  this  resolution,  I  shall 
certainly  be  desirous  of  so  doing  t  surely  the  gentle' 
men  themselves  must  be  satisfied,  that  such  a  course  will 
conduce  to  tbe  promotion  of  their  own  views. 

From  the  course  of  the  discussion,  which  had  taken 
place,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  rather  thought,  that  the  idea  would 
be  held  out,  that  all  those  who  advocate  the  propoution 
now  before  the  House,  are  opposed  to  manufactures. 
Mr.  0-  protested  against  an^  such  inference.  He  stated 
that  he  was  himself  a  decided  advocate  of  domestic  in- 
d^irtry.  He  was  desirous  to  give  it  such  encouragement, 
as  should  .enable  it  successfully  to  compete  with  foreign 
manubctiires.  In  one  word,  he  would  encourage  our  own 
manufactures,  but  he  would  not  force  them.  Shew  me, 
said  he,  that  further  duties  are  necessary,  to  enable  the 
domestic  manufacture  to  compete,  on  equal  terms  in  our 
market,  with  the  foreign,  and  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  tbis  House  to  do  what  is  neeetaary  for  its  pro- 
tection. On  this  «ibje(rt(  Mr.  O.  said,  his  infcirmation 
was  by  tM  means  of  a  decided  character.  8(Hne  manu- 
bcturers  bave  sud*  tliat  they  can  get  along  very  well 
without  any  additional  protection  i  whilst  others  main- : 
tallied  directly  the  contrary.  Nov,  Mr.  0.  asked,  is  it . 
not  due  to  the  People,  before  we  impose  upon  them  any 
additional^  burthen,  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  necessaiy 
to  do  so,  in  order  to  obbun  the  oUect,  which  they  ihem> 
selves  h^ve  in  view  t  We  are  inmmed,  siud  he,  by  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Manu&ctures,  that  even 
the  Aiemorisls  differ,  as  to  the  fiicts  of  the  case  which 
Ihey  present  to  Congress.  If  they  thus  differ  In  their 
statements,  how  is  the  committee  to  determine  between 
them  f   If  the  authors  of  tbe  memorials  wvre  liere  to  be 

Eersonally  examined,  the  causes  of  the  difference  could 
e  easily  ascertained.  Nor  did  Mr.  O.  suppose,  that  the 
mensure,  if  it  succeeded,  would  lead  to  any  material  de- 
lay :  nor  did  he  believe,  tliat  it  would  be  necessasy  for 
the  committee  to  send  to  remote  parts  of  the  country  for 
witnesses.  He  believed,  that  if  it  was  known,  that  this 
House  wished  persons  to  appear  before  its  committee, 
they  would  have  before  them,  in  a  very  few  days,  as  vu- 
luhlary  attendants,  more  persona  than  tbey  wished  to 
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exaniine.  For,  tf  the  manufacturers,  in  their  allegations, 
bave  truth  on  their  side,  they  will  be  glad  to  disclose  It ; 
and,  if  tliey  have  truth  on  their  side,  tliey  will  be  glad 
to  disclose  It  under  oath.  If  there  should  be  any  unrea- 
sonable delay  of  a  report  on  tliis  subject  it  will  be  the  fault 
of  this  House  :  far,  if  the  committee  show  any  disposi- 
tion to  evade  this  duty,  and  delay  a  report,  on  the  ground 
of  the  examination  of  witnesses,  it  would  be  competeut 
to  this  House  to  withdraw  the  authority  it  had  given,  &c. 

Mr.  O.  tirocceded  to  answer  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  tlie  power,  from  which,  in  the  modified  form 
proposed  by  biS  amendment,  he  contended,  no  incon- 
venience was  likely  to  be  experienced. 

Wheth«  this  resolution  should  be  adopted  or  not,  Mr. 
O.  said  bejud  his  views  in  relation  to  the  general  polity 
of  the  protection  of  maim&ctures  ;  and,  when  necessary 
or  proper  to  express  them,  he  aliould  do  su.  Uut  before 
he  came  to  the  application  of  his  general  views  to  the 
business  of  legislation,  be  wished  to  have  more  definite 
informatittn  as  to  facts.  He  wished  to  have  it  ascertain- 
edf  for  example,  by  a  careful  exanunatiun  of  testimonyt 
whether  a  man  of  stiffieient  skill,  capital,  and  economy; 
cannot  now  manufacture  woollen  cloths,  and  make  upon 
that  business,  in  competition  with  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer of  the  same  article,  a  reasonable  profit.  If  so,  was 
there  any  gentleman  in  this  House  who  wished  to  go 
further  in  the  protection  of  that  manufacture  t  Surely 
not.  Now,  tm  this  point  of  f^et,  Mr.  O.  said,  some  gen- 
Uemen  were  aatisliedt  He  was  not  so.  If  tlie  result  uf 
the  proposed  examination  were  to  make  It  ajiparenl  that 
furtlier  protection  was  necessary,  then  let  it  be  given  | 
but  let  tlie  truth  be  ascertained,  to  whatever  conelusion 
it  mightlead. 

In  reference  to  the  remark  which  had  been  made,  that 
the  information  already  before  the  House  on  the  subject* 
came  from  an  interested  quarter,  Mr.  O.  said,  it  does  so  i 
and  to  be  correct,  it  must  come  from  such  quarter,  b^ 
cause  those  only  who  are  interested  are  qualified  to  testi- 
fy on  the  subject.  He  did  not  object  on  that  account, 
therefore,  to  the  testimony  on  tlie  subject  before  tbp 
Hotise,  but  only  wished  an  opportunity  to  examine  and 
cross-examine  the  witnesses  on  the  subject,  to  obtuB  m 
view  of  the  truth  in  all  its  bearings,  Stc.  He  wished  ta 
know  the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  particular 
branches  of  manufactures  i  the  expense  of  such  manu- 
fiiclures  i  the  annual  profit  upon  the  capital,  Stc.~parti» 
culars  whicli  could  not  be  obtained  with  certainty  m  any 
other  way  than  by  oral  testimony,  8ic.  Stc 

Mr.  BURGGS  now  moved  an  adjournoMA^  but  withp 
drew  his  motion  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  BARTLETT,  who  moved  to  hiy  the  Testation  oo 
ihe  table,  witli  a  view  to  take  it  up  on  the  first  succeeds 
ing  hour  of  bonness. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  witliout  a  division  i  and  the 
question  on  Mr.  OAKLEY'S  amendment  being  about  to 
be  put, 

Mr.  CONDICT  asked  tliat  jt  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  sustain  this  request 
Mr.  WOOn,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  not  satisfied 

with  the  answer  of  his  colleague.  The  power  of  tli* 
House  of  Commons,  and  Ihe  power  of  Congress,  were 
very  different  things.  Parliament  had  no  written  Con^ 
stitution  to  control  It ;  and  its  members  are  in  the  daily 
habit  of  doing  what  would  here  be  conudered  as  uncoo- 
stitutlonal,  and  highly  improper.  He  believedy^  bow^ 
ever,  that  even  in  England,  in  examinations  bad  with 
speet  to  the  com-law%  and  some  otlier  subjects,  Uioae 
who  testified  had  gone  voluntarily  before  the  House. 
No  compulsory  process  had  been  resorted  to.  He  re- 
peated the  declaration  uf  his  upiiiiun,  that  tlie  only  cases 
m  which  the  House  has  a  right  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  are  those  of  impeachment,  and  of  contested  clco- 
tiuns.   TIk  power  to  be  exercised  was  a  very  high  and 
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»wfiil  power,  kimI,  with  all  liumility,  he  mifrht  be  permit- 
ted to  My.  the  House,  in  this  esse,  CAimot  exeKife  such 
power.  When  an  individual  comes  before  you>  snd  iiski 
relief,  yoii  have  no  right  to  compel  him  to  declsre,  ujion 
hii  oathf  on  wliat  ground  he  re«u  hii  claim.  It  !■  an  im* 
'  poiition  to  atleinpl  it.  To  do  it,  would  be  tyrannical  in 
the  highest  degree.  If  tlie  committee  sends  for  a  per- 
8on»  it  must  send  a  warrant,  or  a  subpoena,  and  the  indi- 
'  Tidual  sent  for  must  come,  and  muirt  answer.  If  not, 
you  commit  him  for  a  conlemjit,  and,  when  he  has  come, 
and  stands  before  your  committee,  what  are  tlie  rules  to 
govern  the  committee  in  their  examination  ?  Courts  have 
rules  to  restrain  them.  A  committee  has  none.  They 
are  left  to  their  mere  discretion,  and  the  individual  must 
hUng  all  his  books  and  papers,  if  required.  'Sir,  Utis  is 
an  inqairition,  which  every  Court  of  Law  abhors.  It  is 
odious,  and  cfipresuve,  in  the  highest  degree,  and  I,  for 
one,  will  never  consent  to  it.  • 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  called  for 
the  reading  of  an  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
which  had  respect  to  the  granting  if  similar  power,  to 
a  coaimittee  wiio  were  ordered  to  investigate  the  sale  of 
lots  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  Washington  City. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  next  addressed  the  House  in  reply  to 
(Hr.  Oaklxt,)  whose  argument,  he  said,  had  proceeded 
on  the  ground  tliat  there  was  no  need  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance  of  witnesses,  inasmuch  as  all  Uie  persons  inte- 
IMted  would  flock  to  this  city,  to  give,  of  their  own  ac- 
cord,  the  required  information.  AU,  then,  that  was  pro- 
posed, was,  to  authorize  their  examination  when  they 
should  come.  Now,  I,  said  Mr.  S.  had  always  thought 
that  the  committees  of  this  House  possessed  this  power 
already,  and  this  opinion  hss  been  confirmed  by  a  recent 
statement  of  the  Hun.  Speaker.  The  resolution,  how- 
ever, says,  that  (he  committee  shall  have  power  to  send 
for  persona  to  testify.  Uy  answer,  then,  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  rests  on  the  ground  which  he  lus  assimi- 
cd.  If  these  witnesses  wilt  come  volunurily,  the  power 
proposed  to  be  granted  is  wholly  unnecessary,  and  T  for 
one  never  will  clothe  any  individual  or  collective  body 
with  unnecessary  power,  especially  when  the  power 
asked  for  is  both  great  and  unusual.  That  now  asked  is 
such  a  power,  and,  by  the  gentleman's  own  sliowing,  it 
it  unnecenlLry.  But  I  go  niither,  and  say,  thai  if  the 
committee  shdl  propose  an  oatlt.  and  the  witnesses  shall 
decline  it,  the  inference  to  be  dra»n  from  their  refusal 
1^  that  they  suppose  the  information  they  are  required 
to  give  ii  conlraiy  to  their  interest,  and  that  tlte  repre- 
lenlatlons  they  liare  submitted  in  their  memotials  is  not 
strictly  consonant  witlt  truth. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  the 
opinion,  that  so  soon  as  (he  wish  of  the  committee  ehall 
be  publicly  known,  the  manuftcturers  will  instantly  flock 
to  this  House  i  but  the  granting  such  a  power  as  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution,  will  naturally  infer  that  the 
committee  are  to  exercise  it,  and  tu  delay  their  investi- 
gation till  they  can  do  so.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman changes  the  whole  ground  at  first  taken.  He 
asks  the  information  for  the  House  i  but  the  committee 
ask  it  for  themselves. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  Itere  explained,  and  acknowledged  that 
if  the  committee  was  already  possessed  of  power  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  oath,  the  resolution  would  be  unne- 
'cessary.  On  that  point,  however,  he  was  desirous  of  in- 
formation ;  the  practice  was  different  in  his  own  State, 
lie  presumed,  fnim  the  form  of  the  resolution,  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  ask  for  this  power  i  and  he  now  heard 
it  said  on  all  hands  around  him  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  about  the  matter,  and  that  no  sucli  power  was  in 
the  committee  until  g^nted  by  the  House,  lie  conclud- 
ed, therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  must  have 
been  under  a  mistake. 

Mr.  WUIGHT,  of  Ohio,  aaid,  if  be  uoderstood  the 


question  before  tlie  House,  it  presented  itsdf  in  this  as- 
pect: The  Committee  on  Manuhctures  ask  of  the  House 
to  confer  upon  it  power  to  send  fof  persons  and  papers, 
without  specifying  any  particular  object  for  which  the 
power  is  aoitglit.'  The  amendment  oflTered  by  the  gen- 
tleman ftem  New  York,  [Mr.  OisuT,]  pfopoaes  to  gtmnt 
the  power  (o  examine  witnesses,  on  oath,  touching  the 
present .  condition  of  our  manufactories,  and  to  report 
their  testimony  to  the  House.  I  sought,  said  Mr-  W4  in 
the  inquiries  I  before  directed  to  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, information  which  would  enable  m«  to  discbarge 
the  duty  devolved  upon  me,  that  I  might  vote  under- 
standingly  on  the  proposition.  I  do  not  desire  to  with- 
hold any  inlomiation  that  can  be  obtwned,  bearing-  on  the 
subject'before  the  committee.  I  have  listened,  «r,  at- 
tentively, not  only  to  what  has  been  said  by  lite  two  gen- 
tlemen who  are  members  of  the  committee,  but  adso  to 
what  hiU  fallen  from  all  the  other  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed  the  Chair,  in  the  hope  of  learning  the  specilie 
beneficial  object  to  be  atuined  by  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  committee,  but  luire  listened  In  vain.  The 
gentleman  tttm  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stxtiitsoii]  ftx>m  the 
committee,  informs  you  he  wants  the  power  to  send  fof 
persons  ar.d  papen,  in  order  to  obtain  infbnnation  that 
will  reconcile  the  contradictory  statements  in  the  me- 
morials sent  to  the  committee  t  that  will  advise  him  what 
subjects  require  an  increase  of  duty,  and  the  quantum  of 
increase  ;  that  will  remove  the  committee  ftom  any  \m- 
puution  of  error  {  and  that  will  devolve  upon  the  House 
the  responubiUty  of  refiinng  the  inforraat'iOD  sought. 
The  gentlemim  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wnienr,]  who  b 
also  a  member  of  the  committee,  wiahes  the  p»*e' 
granted  that  the  committee  may  ascertain  what  Siibjecli 
need  protection,  tlie  quantum  of  iiKrease  in  the  duty 
that  will  attain  the  pruaeniial  point,  and  to  enable  the 
coirmitlee  to  sustain  their  bill  or  report  when  before  the 
House.  It  will  be  seen,  «r,  by  any  gentleman,  who  wUI 
advert  to  the  inquiries  made,  that  the  information  |;iTcn 
by  the  committee  does  not  touch  the  subject,  and  is  not 
satisfactory.  After  all  we  have  beard  from  different 
quarters  of  the  House,  who  can  say  to  what  pmnt  the  in- 
quiries of  the  committee  will  be  directed  >  Do  they 
want  information  of  our  capacity  to  manufacture  wewl- 
len  goods,  or  iron,  or  any  other  article  }  Or  whether 
nther  of  those  articles  are  protected  >  We  are  nottuld, 
and  we  know  not,  only  from  conjecture.  It  is  true,  Ibe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stkviitboit]  qteaks  of 
the  quantity  of  wool  imported  into  Boston  for  the  three 
years  past,  showing  a  constant  decrease  in  the  quantity 
of  fine  woo),  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  qunn- 
tity  of  coarse  wool  impmted  1  but  I  An  not  able  now  to 
see  how  that  fact  affects  the  question,  or,  if  it  does,  the 
gentleman  seems  informed  on  the  subject.  He  has  al- 
ready the  information  he  desires. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  inqunr  if  this 
House  is  possessed  of  the  extraordinai^  power  soogbt 
to  be  conferred  on  this  committee,  and,  if  it  is,  whether 
it  is  expedient  to  exercise  that  power  on  this  occasion  ? 
I  will  not  affirm,  sr,  that  the  House  lias  not  the  power : 
for  I  am  ready  to  confsas,  that,  on  that  aubject,  myjnind 
is  not  fVee  of  doubt.  I  am  aware  that  the  power  is  exer- 
cised by  the  Parliament  of  England  ;  but  I  cannot  admit 
that  eveiy  thing  that  has  been  done  by  that  bod^,  may 
be  done  by  this  House.  The  power  is  exercised  in  Par* 
liament  under  some  limitations  and  restrictions,  which  ! 
am  not  now  prepared  to  particularize.  I  may  be  per> 
mitted  to  say,  however,  that  a  strong  Bi:^ment  against 
the  exiatenee  of  the  power  in  this  House  is  found  in  the 
fact  that,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  until  this 
perio<t,  during  all  the  different  subjects  discussed  in  Con- 
gress, during  all  the  former  animated  and  warm  discus- 
sions on  the  Tariff  question,  it  has  never  been  suu^it  ,lo 
confer  this  power  on  any  committee  of  the  House,  ex- 
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cei>t  on  itibjects  connected  with  the  disch&rge  of  its  ju- 
dicial funcliong  ;  and  no  such  commtttee  has  ever  before 
asked  to  hare  tbis  power  conferred.  I  do  not  say  this  is 
conclusive  tbat  we  have  not  tlie  power  t  but,  I  think  it 
well  worthy  of  serious  considerRtion. 
.  But,  tf  we  have  the  power,  is  it  expedient  to  exer- 
.cise  it  on  .this  occasion  ?  .Gentlemen  are  desirous  of  ob- 
taining evidence  of  facts  :  are  they  within  their  reach  ? 
Can  a  knowledge  of  them  be  obtained  through  the  me- 
dium proposed  ?  The  memorials,  we  are  told,  present 
conflicting  opinions  and  statements,  leaving  the  commit' 
tee  in  doubt  and  difficulty  as  to  the  tnith.  Will  the  ex- 
^ertion.  of  the  power  to  examine  witnesses,  on  oath,  re- 
'  more  the  diOicuIty  ?  You  desire  to  know  the  state  of 
your  manufocturinf  establish  ments,  the  amount  of  pro- 
tection required,  if  any.  This  depends  on  matter  of 
opinion,  not  of  fact.  When  you  have  examined  your 
witnesses,  and  obtained  their  opinions,  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  depression  of  the  manufecturing  interest,  you  will 
find_  tbem  rariaat,  like  all  other  human  testimony,  con- 
flitting  and  contradictory  i  and  then  will  devolve  upon 
,the  conuoitte^  the  performance  of  the  very  same  duty 
they  wiah  to  avoid,  by  their  apiiHcation  to  the  House— 
the  task  of  reconciling,  1/ in  their  power,  contradictory 
statements  aud  opinions,  and  eliciting  the  truth  from  the 
whole  DKiss  of  evidence.  This  will  be  the  case,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  whether  you  have  one  witness  or 
many,  and  is  well  known  to  all  in  the  habit  of  searching 
for.lrutli  in  tlie  test'iRiony  of  witnesses.  No  good,  then, 
will  result  from  conferring  this  power.  Gentlemen  cer- 
tainly  do  not  wish  to  himy  the  custom  house  entries,  ab- 
stracts from  which  are  annually  laid  before  us.  In  rela- 
tion again  to  the  article  of  wool  that  has  been  mention- 
ed, the  ctutom  house  entries  show  the  quantity  and  kinds 
imported  I  and  if  there,  be  any  information  back  upon 
tbat  point,  or  any  allowing  whether  the  increa.<ied  im- 
portation of  oou«e  wool  is  owing  to  the  employment  oP 
false  invoice^  reducing  the  price  of  the  wool  abroad,  to 
tlefraud  the  revenue,  I  suppose  that  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Treasury  Department  upon  an  ordinary  call  of  the 
.House,  without  the  power  sought  to  be  obtained.  The 
proposition  is  inexpedient,  on  other  grounds.  As  a  pre- 
cedent, it  is  exceedingly  dangerous.  Should  the  grant 
of  luoh  a  power  become  common,  it  would  lead  to  the 
cxenuse  of  inquisitorial  powers,  llie  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr..  Wright]  has  told  its  that,  if  the  propo- 
sition of  bis  colleague  obtains,  it  will  fidl  short  of  his  ob- 
ject in  one  particular.  He  adverU  to  the  possible  neces- 
sity of  examining  an  agent  of  some  maoufiicturing  estab- 
lisliment,  and  objects  that  the  power  is  not  given  to  com. 
pel  the  producUOH  of  the  books  of  the  Coinpany  before 
the  committee.  Are  gentlemen  prepared,  sir,  to  estab- 
lish an  inquisition  in  this  country,  tliat  shall  pry  into  the 
business  cuiicems  of  individuals,  upon  common  subjects 
of  general  legislation  ?  I  hope  not.  The  delay  attend- 
ing the  exercise  of  this  power,  if  granted,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  inevitably  defeat  any  efficient  legislation,  hav- 
ing, for  its  object,  protection  to  our  manufactures  during 
the  present  session.  J  do  not  mean  to  say  tjie  committee 
so  intend  j  but,  I  do  mean  to  say,  such  is  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  iiroposition,  and  such,  I  think,  will  be 
lis  result.  It  IS  singular,  sir,  that  at  this  particular  time, 
when  the  country  is  alive  to  this  subject,  it  should  be 
thouglit  advisable  to  introduce  this  proposition.  Arc 
gentlemen  prepared  to  say  to  those  who  have  so  long 
■aked  our  protection,  go  your  way,  we  do  not  undersUnd 
your  claims !  l  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present 
these  considerations  to  the  House.  It  is  not  my  object 
to  consume  time.  ^  1  am  not  satisfied  with  the  reasons 
given  for  the  proposition.  In  any  and  every  aspect  in 
which  I  am  able  to  view  it,  it  appears  to  mc  inexpedient. 
I  am  not  able  to  see  any  possible  good  that  can  result 
from  it )  on  the  conlraiy,  I  fear  much  evil* 


Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  tliat  of  the  enstence  of  the 
power  in  the  House  to  examine  persons  upon  oath,  and 
conseqiiently  of  the  power  to  delegate  it,  there  had  never 
been,  during  thirty  yean  that  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  Con^press  a  shadow  of  doubt.  It  had  been  exer. 
cised  ever  since  he  was  a  member  of  the  House,  and  long 
before.  It  was  now  within  six  weeks  of  being  thirty 
years  since  the  following  act  was  passed. 

'  [Here  Hr.  R.  quoted  an  act  giving  the  power  of  ad- 
ministering oaths  to  the  Speaker,  to  the  Chairman  of 
Committees 'of  the  Whole,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committees  of  the  House.] 

This  Uw.  said  Hr.  R,  supposes  there  may  be  occasions 
requiring  the  exercise  of  tbis  power  by  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  House.  My  recollection  on  this  sub- 
ject IS  very  different  from  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  knoiv  that  such 
powers  have  been  given  by  this  House  to  committees, 
and  that  committees  have  required  from  the  House,  on 
different  occasions,  tlie  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  This  same  law  was  re-e.nacted  In  1817.  It  was 
first  passed  in  Februat^,  1798.  I  acknowledjfe  that 
those  were  hard  unconstitutional  timei^  and  ought  not  to 
be  drawn  into  precedent ;  but  this  law  has  nnee  been 
enacted,  in  other  and  better  times. 

Mr.  SPRAGUB  now  made  some  observation,  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  Reporter,  but  was  under- 
stood to  be,  in  substance,  that  Committees  of  the  House 
do  possess  the  power  to  take  testimony  on  oath,  wiAout 
being  specially  authorized. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  true,  sh*,  they  do  posseia  that 
power,  but  not  to  send  for  persons. 

Mr.  S PRAGUE  resumed.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  says,  that  the  manufacturers  will  come  willingly, 
and  of  tlieir  own  accord,  and  lie  also  said,  that  if  the 
committees  already  possess  the  power  to  take  testiaiony* 
this  resolution  was  unnecessary.  It  isjiowadn^tted  that 
they  have  tliat  power  (  my  proposition  is  then  Ailly  •■■ 
tablished,  unless  the  granting  of  a  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons implies  thut  such  a  power  is  necessary,  and  must  be 
exercised.  I  hope  it  will  net  be  contended,  tbat  the 
power  of  the  committee  depends  on  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  witnesses  will  have  to  be  brou^t  forcibly  oc 
not.    The  power  is  in  the  committee  by  its  onpuiization. 

Hr.  OAKLET  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  not  been 
aware,  when  last  up,  tbat  a  power  to  take  testimony  on 
oath  was  vested  in  the  committees  of  this  House  t  but 
since  such  appeared  to  be  the  fact,  be  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  would  avail  themselves  of  it- 
Shotdd  any  of  the  witnesses  called  before  it  refuse  to 
testify  on  oath,  the  House  could  tlien  exert  its  power  to 
compel  them  :  if,  however,  they  will  attend  and  testify 
voluntarily,  said  he,  1  shall  be  content.  If  any  gentleman 
shall  wish  to  Coerce  their  testimony  in  any  case,  he  Witt 
have  an  opportunity  of  upplying  to  this  House  for  the 
power  to  do  so.  Mr.  O.  felt  satisfied,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  would,  in  one  way  or  the  other,  attain  the  ob- 
jects in  view,  and  he,  therefore,  now  felt  reiy  indifiereot 
whether  tlie  resolution  passed  Or  not.. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
thought  by  some  guimemen  lluit  these  manuliuiturers 
would  come  voIuntiu4ly  before  the  House,  and  give  any 
testimony  that  was  required.  I,  said  Mr.  l^,  am  of  a 
different  opinion.  I  believe  that,  the  time  has  come 
when  Congress  is  bound  to  present  to  the  country  some 
authentic  data  on  this  subject  of  protection.  I  luve 
been  a  member  of  this  House  when  the  former  Tuntt 
BiUs  were  passed,  and  was  once  a  member  of  the  Com- 
irittee  of  Manufactures,  and  I  well  remonber  that,  from 
the  very  first  Tarifl  down  to  the  last  which  pass^  thii 
House,  the  same  ciy  was  constantly  repeated,  '*  Give  us 
but  this,  and  we  will  be  satisfied."  The  gentleman  from 
Fennaylvaaia  has  told  the  Uouse>  with  rery  greatempha* 
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sifl,  lh»t  lie  never  voted  aj^ninst  a  tariff  bill  in  Ills  life, 
and  never  will  vote  against  one.    Almighty  God!  And 
•re  we  come  to  this  itate  of  things  >    A  gentleman  from 
New  York  infenna  as  that  we  have,  already,  inrormation 
T^Jf**  plenty  j  that  the  reports  made  when  the  laat  ta- 
riff b'lHa  were  before  us,  contained  all  that  we  need  to 
know.    Unluckily,  T  was  in  the  minority  when  that  bill 
passed.    I  happened  to  come  from  the  country  that  was 
.to  be  squeezed,  and  I  well  remember  the  manner  in  which 
that  bill  was  got  up.    At  one  time  it  was  aaked,  in  the 
Committee,  Shall  we  put  iron  wire  into  this  bill?  And,  at 
another  time,  a  handful  of  wood  screws  was  laid  upon  the 
mantelpiece  of  the  Committee  room,  to  give  the  Commit, 
tee  occular  demonstration  that  we  could  in  this  country, 
make  wooden  screws  ;  (nay,  it  was  but  the  other  day 
when  a  petition  j5n  this  very  subject  of  wootlen  screws, 
was  presented  to  this  House.)    As  an  instance  of  the 
impropriety  of  listening  to  sucli  petitions,  I  will  just  state 
one  ftct.    Some  gentlemen  took  it  Into  their  heads  that 
we  could,  in  this  country,  manufacture  umbrellas  to  great 
adv-antage,  (and  it  is  tnie  enough  that  we  can  make  fine 
iimbrellas  in  great  numbers,)  and  they  prayed  this  House 
that  the  importalion  of  square  wire  might  be  pi-uhibited, 
because  that  kind  of  wire  was  employed  in  making  the 
stretchers  of  tlte  umbrellas.    Well,  tl»e  House  granted 
the  peUlion  (  square  wire  was  proliibilnl  %  and  what  fol- 
lowed >   These  umbrelU  makers  were  obliged  to  im- 
port the  stretchers  ready  made,  becanse  they  could  not 
make  them  of  our  own  wire,  and  the  importation  of  square 
wire  hatl,  at  their  own  request,  been  prohibited.'  On 
the  subject  of  iron,  wc  had  a  low  and  whispering  voice 
from  Virginia.    In  consequence  ot  this,  I  made  inquiry 
of  one  of  the  principal  iron  masters  in  that  State,  wheth- 
er any  further  protection  was  indeed  necessary  to  that 
branch  of  manufacture,  and  I  found  that  this  man  had 
been  asked  to  ugn  the  peti^on  Uiat  came  up  to  this 
House,  but  had  positively  refused,  saying,  thatlie  could 
not,  in  conscience,  ask  for  the  additional  duty  j   but,  if 
Congress  would  force  it  into  his  pocket,  he  should  cerlain- 
!y  be  very  well  satisfied.    I  farther  found,  that  the  Man- 
ufactiireta  are  in  the  habit  of  selling  their  iron  to  Uieir 
own  neighbors,  at  a  ccrtgun  price,  and  after  carrying  it 
eighty  miles  by  land, they  willsell  it  at  twenty  dollars  per 
ton  less.    Now,  who  pays  for  this  ?  Another  thing  I  have 
obser\'etl  is,  that  whenever  there  happens  to  be  a  surplus 
in  the  National  Treasury,  these  people  immediately  ask 
for  new  duties,  because  they  can  then  urge  that  these 
duties  will  not  injure  the  revenue.    During  the  present 
aeuion  we  have  been  told  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  (wh«  seems  on  this  occasion  to  have 
acted  the  part  of  deputy  President,  tat  who  empowereil 
hint  to  recommend  measures  to  this  House    that  we  sliall 
have  a  surplus  of  five  millions  in  the  Treasury.  Imme- 
diately, these  Gentlemen  Manufacturers  congratulate  one 
another,  that  now  is  a  fine  time  to  get  a  new  Tariff. 
But,  if  the  Committee  shall  be  empowered,  as  it  is  now 
proposed,  to  send  for  persons  'and  papers,  their  con- 
tradictoiy  ttatements  will  be  exposed  to  the  public,  and 
the_  truth  will  come  out.   And  is  not  this  a  convderation 
which  deserves  oiir  aerious  regard  ?  Besides,  I  would  ask 
if  one  man  sets  up  a  manufiictory  in  a  country  where  pro- 
visions  arc  cheap,  where  the  population  is  abundant,  and 
the  people  poor,  where  he  hav  a  great-  water  power,  and 
where  he  can  bring  the  raw  material  to  his  very  door  in  ships, 
whether  be  cannot  afford  to  sell  his  manufactures  cheap- 
er than  another  roan,  who  is  obliged  to  transport  his  ma- 
terials far  into  the  interior,  and  toere  to  pay  from  thirty 
to  fbrtv  thousand  dolhtrs  for  a  steam  engine  ?   One  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Pa.  (Mr.  Stkwabt,)  li.'is  told  us  that 
this  measure  is  ail  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers.    Sir,  I 
am  a  former  ;  I  hold  an  estate  m  Virginia  ;  and  while 
members  of  this  House  were  voting  a  Tariff  to  protect 
Ihc  suffepng  manufaclurerii  I  wa»  nelling  coru  at  ten  cents 


a  bushel.  The  gentlemen,  though  they  were  ImpoKuit- 
cd  not  to  insult  the  agriculturists  of  the  country,  put 
into  their  bill  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  per  bu^el  on 
imported  wheat,  while  ftour  is  now  scUing  in  Virginia  at 
three  dollars  and  fifty  centsabarrel- 

Now,  I  appeal  to  thb  House  whether  it  ia  not  time 
to  take  some  step  to  put  a  stop  to  this  eternal  cry  about 
protection.  From  1818  to  this  hour,  the  manufacturera 
have  been  continually  telling  us  that  they  would  be 
satisfied.  But  are  they  satisfied  )  If  the  Committee 
shall  be  clothed  with  the  power  thqr  now  ask,  they  wilt, 
of  course,  be  bound  to  use  it  in  a  prudent  and  proper 
manner.  If  they  shall  transcend  their  authority,  and  at* 
tempt  any  oppressive  measares,  they  will  offer  contempt 
to  this  House,  and  any  individual  on  whom  they  may 
make  the  experiment  will  find  prompt  and  ample  protec- 
tion at  its  hands.  The  committee  must  exercise  so  great 
a  power  on  their  own  high  responabiUly,  and  1,  for  one, 
have  no  feaiit  thiit  they  will  abase  it. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr: 
Oaxlkx,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative— ayes  100,  noea  7S. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table  :  whereupon,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  then  said  that,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  llana- 
factures,  he  desired  and  needed  information,  as  much  as 
any  one.   He  represented,  indeed,  a  district  which  was 
not  specially  interested  in  the  protection  of  the  manufre- 
turing  interest :  had  it  been  otherwise,  be  might  have 
soi^ht,  with  more  diiigencc,  to  inform  himself  on  ibc 
subject  {  aa  it  was,  however,  he  had  sought  infannatifia 
with  some  care,  but  without  success.  Yet,  anxious  aa  he 
confessed  himseK"  to  be,^to  gel  further  light,  ,bc  was  nc* 
willing  to  hazard  what  had  been  slud,and,  peitiaps.  with 
some  justice,  to  be  the  destruction  of  the  proposed  ^rant 
nf  protection,  by  delay.    He  had  hoped  to  have  obtained 
the  information  he  desired  in  an  authentic  form,  by  tes- 
timony under  oath.    The  allegations  of  the  petitionen 
would  then  have  been  supported  by  something  that  could 
with  certainty  be  relied  on.    It  was  certainly  veiy  desir- 
able to  dispense  with  long  arguments  to  detenrnne  me- 
ters of  &ct.    Those  gentlemen,  however,  who  ate  most 
interested  in  the  general  queation,  distinctly  tell  the 
House  that  the  adoption  of  .such  a  resolution  as  is  now 
proposed,  will,  in  its  effect,  be  equivalent  to  an  indefinrtc 
postponement ;  ami  1  feel  myself,  said  Mr.  H.,  induced 
by  their  ailments  to  vote  with  them.  I  do  this,  however, 
on  the  ground  that  they  speak  in  good  faith  when  they 
assure  us  that  they  have  all  the  necessaty  knowledge  of 
the  ftcts.    I  know  that  food  acootints  are  kept  by  tiMwe 
who  conduct  our  manufiurturing  establishments.  The 
price  of  the  raw  material  is  recorded,  and  an  accuiUe 
account  of  all  the  subsequent  expensc^s  attendant  on  its 
manufocture,  so  as  to  enable  the  owners,  after  a  proper 
allowance  fur  the  interest  of  their  capital,  to  iix  im  a 
price  yielding  them  a  reasonable  pro6t.    When,  there- 
fore, gentlemtEn  tell  us  that  they  faaTe  all  the  knowledge 
of  these  maHers  which  the  question  require*,  I  expect 
them,  of  course,  to  be  prepared  with  pxtracta  from  the 
books  of  the  manufacturers,  shewing  (he  prices  psnd  by 
them  for  materials  and  workmandiip,  and  those  receir- 
ed  for  the  manufactured  article.     We  shall  then  be 
abuiKlaiilly  able  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  protection  Ibey  . 
require.  1  am  the  rather  induced  to  take  this  coiiree,  from 
having  observed,  that,  while  cottons  are  exported  by  us 
to  foreign  counlrieis  no  woollens  arc  exported.   1  iecl, 
therefore,  inclined  to  allow  some  farther  pruteaion  on 
the  latter.    On  these  two  grounds,  i  am  disposed  ta  vole 
with  those  who  oppose  the  present  reauhition.    1  feel  in- 
debted, however,  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  ht 
having  brought  forward  the  measure  at  tliis  time-  Ujvifl 
be  immediately  promulgated,  and  the  country  wiU  be  sp- 
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prised  or  the  iiirormatiun  wliich  that  committee  Feels  a 
need  of.  Hie  manufacturer!  vrUlj  therefore,  have  an  opr 
I>ort(inity  of  shewiug  the  truth  and  uncerity  of  their  re- 
presentations to  th'ffl  House.  If,  therefore,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  da)%  Aey  do  not  present  themselves  here  with 
the  fullest  evidence  in  the  cue,  the  conclusion  drawn  in< 
«vitably  by  all  men  will  be  against  them.  But  if  the  ma- 
nufacturera  shall  come  before  us  with  such  precise  and 
detwled  statements  as  shall  substantiate  the  declarationa 
made  in  their  petitions  and  memorials,  then  sit  that  will 
remain  for  us  to  decide  upon,  will  be  the  principle  itself 
of  granting  protection  ;  ami,  with  respect  to  that  as  a  ge- 
nersl  principle,  1  confess  myself  to  entertain  little  doubt. 
They  have  now  been  fairly  and  fully  notified  of  what  we 
want,  and  I  hope  they  will  come  forward  with  prompti- 
tude and  furnish  it.  The  only  objection  which,  in  my 
mind,  remains  (inanswered,  is,  that,  if  the  resolution,  is 
r^eoted,  the  manabeturer  is  to  be  left  to  come  here  at 
his  own  expense.  This,  I  think,  will  not  be  trealjnff  him 
so  well  as  he  ought  to  be  treated.  The  resolution  in  its 
present  form  does  not  propose  any  tyrannical  compul- 
sion, but  merely  ofTers  an  invitation  to  those  gentlemen 
to  come  hete,  at  our  expense,  to  ^ve  us  (he  knowledge 
they  possess,  and  which  we  require.  However,  as  the 
friends  of  the  maauftctuting  interest  apptar  decidedly 
to  disapprore  of  the  resolution,  1  have  concluded  to  vote 
vith  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolutimi  as 
amended,  and  decided  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Mesws.  William  Adilams,  Hark  Alexander, 
Willis  Alston,  John  Anderson;  Wdliam  S.  Archer,  WiU 
fiam  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  Philip  P.  Barbour, 
Stephen  Barlow,  John  Barney,  D.  L.  Barringer,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  O.  Behten,  John  Bell,  William  L.  Brent, 
John  H.  Bryan,  James  Buchnnan,  Rudolph  Bnnner,  C.  C. 
Cambreleng,  John  Carter,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  C. 
Clark,  Henry  W.  Conner,  Richard  Coulter,  Henry  Da- 
niel, Thomas  Da*-enport,  Warren  B.  Davis,  John  J,  De 
CntiT,  Robert  Desha,  Clement  Dorsey,  William  Drayton, 
Joseph  Duncan,  Jonas  Earle,  junr.  James  Finley,  John 
Tloyd,  of  Vii^inis,  John  Flo«  <l,  of  Geo,  Tumlinsun  Fort, 
ehauncey  Forward,  Joseph  >ry,  Levin  Gale,  Nathaniel 
Garrow,  George  R.  Gilmer,  Innis  Green,.  Henry  H.  Gur- 
ley,  Wm.  Uaile,  Thomas  U.  Hall,  James  Hamilton,  pr. 
Jonathan  Harvey,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Selah  R.  Hobbie, 
Ci&briel  Holmes,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jacob  0.  Isaclcs, 
R.  Keese,  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Adam  King,  0.  Krcmer, 
Joseph  Lccompte,  Prior  Lea,  E.  Livingston,  W-  Lump- 
kin, John  Hagee,  J.  H.  Marable,  Wm.  D.  Martin,  Wm. 
McCoy,  George  McDuffie,  Robert  McHatton,  Samuel 
McKean,  John  McKee,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  John  Mitchell, 
Thomas  R.  Mitchell,  James  C.  Mitchell,  I'homas  p. 
Uoore,  Gabriel  Moore,  William  T.  Nuckolls,  Thomas  J. 
Oakley,  Robert  Orr,  jr.  George  W.  Owen,  James  K. 
Polk,  William  Ramsay,  John  Kandolpli,  James  W.  Rip- 
ley, WilUam  C.  Rives,  John  Roane,  Augustine  H.  Shcp- 
perd,  Alexander  Smyth,  Michael  C.  Sprigg,  William 
Blanbeny,  James  S.  Stevenson,  John  B.  Sterigerc,  John 
G-  Stower,  Wiley  Thompson,  James  Trezvaiit,  Daniel 
Turner,  Espy  Van  Horn,  G.  C.  Verptanck,  Aaron  Wanl, 
O.  A.  Wickhffe,  George  Wolf,  Silas  Wright,  jr.  Joel 
Yancey.— 102. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Samuel  U.  Allen,  Samuel  Anderson, 
John  Bailey,  John  Baldwin,  Noyes  Barber,  David  Bar- 
ker, jr.  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Hordecai 
Bartley,  Isaac  C  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Philemon  Beech- 
er,  Thomas  H.  Blake,  Tiius  Uruwn,  H.  A.  Buckncr,  Da- 
niel A.  A.  Buck,  lYistam  Burges,  Samuel  Bulman,  Sa- 
muel Cl<ase,  James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict,  Wm.  Creigh- 
ton,  jr.  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  John  Culpcper,  John  Da- 
venport, John  D.  Dickinson,  Henry  W.  Dwigltt^  Kdward 
Krerett,  Benjamin  Gorbam,  John  Hallock,  jr.  Joseph 
Healy*  James  L.  Hodges,  Michael  Hoffman,  Jonathan 
Bunt,  Ralph  0*.IngeraoU,  Joiatlwn  Jennings  Kensey 


Johns,  jr.  Joseph  Lawrence,  Isaac  LefSer,  Robert  P* 
Letcher,  Peter  little,  JoImi  Locke,  John  Long,  Chitten- 
den Lyon,  Bollin  C.  Mallary,  Henry  Markell,  Henry  C> 
Martindale,  Dudley  Marvin,  Lewis  Maxwell,  John  May- 
nard,  Rufus  Mctntire,  William  McLean,  Orange  Merwin, 
Thomas  Metcalfe,  Charles  Miner,  Thomas  Newton,  Jerc 
miah  O'Brien,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Elisha  Pbelps,  laac  Pier- 
son,  David  Plant.  John  Keed,  Joseph  Richardson,  Wm. 
Russell,  John  Sloane,  Oliver  H.  Smith,  Pele^  Spra{pier 
Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  R  Storrs,  James  Strong,  Samuel 
Swann,  Benjamin  Swift,  John  W.  Taylor,  Phineas  L. 
Tracy,  Ebenezer  Tucker,  Joseph  Vance,  S.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Samuel  F.  Vinton,  Geoi^  B.  Wales,  G.  C.  Wash- 
ington, Thomas  Whipple,  jr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Joseph 
F.  Wingate,  John  J.  Wood,  Silas  Wood,  John  Woods 
David  Woodcock,  John  C.  Wright.— 88. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to ;  and,  at  5  o'clock, 
the  House  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 

WlBTSSDlT,  jAlTUaST  3,  1838. 

NATY  flOSPITAL  FUND. 
Mr.  McDVFFlB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
Fund. 

Jie  il  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  forty-nx  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  and  that 
the  Secretaiy  ol  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  the  same 
to  the  Commissionera  the  aforesaid  Fund,  upon  their 
requi^tion: 

The  bdl  was  twice  read,  and  committed  for  to-mor- 
row. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, made  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act,  entitled  "An  act cunfirmin|^  an  net 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  incorporating  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,"  and  an  act  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  for  the  same  purpose.  Whidi  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MF^RCER  also  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Be  it  enactedy  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  auth«ized  and  directedto  subscribe 
in  the  name,  and  fur  the  use  of  the  United  States,  for  ten 
thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  to  pay  for  the  same,  at 
such  limes,  and  in  stich  proportion,  aa  shall  be  required 
of  the  stockholders,  genemlly,  by  tiie  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Company,  out  of  the  dividends  which  may  accrue 
to  the  United  Slates  upon  the  Bank  Stock,  in  the  Bank 
of  the  Ui\itcd  States;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
(ifth  part  of  the  sum,  so  subscribed  fur  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  shiillbe  demanded  in  any  one  year,  after 
the  organization  of  -lie  said  Company  (  and  provided, 
moreover,  tliat,  for  the  supply  of  water  to  such  otlierCa- 
n&ls  as  the  Stiite.ol'  Maryland,  or  Virginia,  or  the  Congress 
of  l!ic  Unilrd  3t;itcs  may  attthorize  to  he  couBtrticltd,  in 
connexion  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  sec- 
tion ot  the  said  Canal,  aa  leading  from  the  head  of  the 
Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac  River,  to  the  proposed  baain, 
next  above  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  have  the  elevation  above  the  tide  ol  the  River,  at 
the  head  of  the  said  Falls,  and  shall  preserve  throughout 
the  whole  section  aforesaid,  a  breadth,  at  the  surface  of 
the  water,  of  not  less  than  sixty  feet,  and  a  depth,  below 
the  same,  of  not  leas  than  five  feet,  with  a  auiubie  breadth 
of  bottom. 

'.  Sac.  2.  Jndbeitjitrlherenad^  Thatthesaid  Secretin 
ry  of  tlie  TreAury  aball  vobs  (ot  the  President  and  Uire" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


891 


GALES  &  SEATON*S  REGISTKB 


MS 


H.  or  R.] 


Iniemal  ImpTwemeni. 


[Jav.  3,  1838. 


tors  of  the  said  CompAiiy,  ftceonllng-  to  such  number  of 
sliares  m  tbe  United  SUtes  ma^  it  any  time  hold  in  the 
stock  thereof,  and  ahall  receive  upon  the  aaid  stock, 
the  proportion  of  tlie  tolls  which  shall  front  time  to  time 
be  due  to  the  United  States  fbr  the  riiares  afbresaidt 
and  shall  liave.  and  enjoy  in  belialf  of  the  United  States, 
every  other  right  of  a  stockholder  in  the  said  Com- 
pany. 

This  bill  wu  cooimitted  to  the  Mme  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  the  preceding. 

INTERNAL  IMPttOVEMENT. 

Tbe  following  resolution,  offered  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Maxwbu,  was  taken  up  and  read  : 

"  Meaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  the  report  of  the  Engineers 
employed  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
iiniiing,  by  a  Canal,  the  waters  of  James  and  the  preat 
Keiihawa  rivers." 

And  the  question  bein^  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Vimnia,  said»  that  he  was  not  altogether 
fttisfied  with  tbe  resMution.  He  believed  they  had  got 


to  his  clerks,  and  sends  us  in  bulk,  tbe  reports  ef  these 
clerks  to  th^  Hon.  Secretary  himielT,  for  the  House  to 
make  what  they  can  of  them.  By  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, all  responsibility  is  shifted  from  tbe  President  or  his 
Secretary,  and  if  erroneoub  iiifurmation  is  sent  to  the 
House,  and  any  inquiry  is  made,  why,  forsooth,  itwatu 
error  of  one  of  the  clerks.  I  have  worded  my  ameodroeot 
so  as  purposely  to  avoid  thb. 

Mr.  MERCER  regretted  that  his  colleaigue  had  pre- 
faced his  amendment  by  a  series  of  remarks  which  were 
wholly  unnecessary  to  the  sustaining  of  it.  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  was  not  aware,  that,  in  what  he  had  said,  be 
reflected  not  only  on  the  Executive,  but  on  thirty  orfH>- 
ty  of  hu  fellow  members  of  this  House.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Administration  in  tiiis  matter,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  were  had  in  pursuaace  of  the  recommendation  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  gentlemen  who  bad  been  mem- 
bers of  a  former  Congress.  If  the  gentleman,  before  be 
uttered  tlie  remarks  he  had  just  made,  had  taken  the 
trouble'  to  read  tbe  documents  which  bad  been  furnished 
to  the  House  on  this  subject  be  would  bare  peredred 
that  the  appUcatimi  of  those  gentlemen  to  have  this  sur 


all  llie  information  ihey  wanted  in  Virginia  on  the  subject  vey  effected,  proceeded  on  the  grounds  of  the  comptcl 


of  it.  We,  in  Vir|^inia,  (said  Ur.  F.)  have  some  feeling  as 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  on  tliat  point.  The 
late  Governor  of  that  State  seemed  to  think  that  the  En- 
gineering perfurmed  there  by  order  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, was  merely  a  bribe  for  her  good  opinion;  and 
Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  bis  opinion  on  that  subject  was 
very  different  from  his  own.  Why  the  United  States' 
Engineers  should  have  been  employed  for  so  many 
months  in  surveying  this  route  between  the  James  and 
the  Great  Kenhuwa  rivers,  (said  Mr.  F.)  I  cannot  myself 
very  well  understand].  But  this  1  know,  that  all  the 
money  of  the  United  States  would  not  make  a  canal 
between  those  two  rivers.  Between  the  James  river 
and  New  River,  which  is  a  -branch  of  the  Kenhawa, 
I  grant  it  may  be  done,  but  not  between  James  Ri- 
ver and  the  Great  Keiiliawa  itself.  Why  is  this  sur- 
vey pressed  upon  ua,  when  our  own  Legislature  has 
long  ago  caused  the  same  route  to  be  examined  by  an 
Engineer  who  was  the  master  and  instructor  of  this  very 
brigade  which  hts  been  engaged  so  long  in  tbe  survey, 
and  which,  I  understand,  is  to  be  employed  there  again 
next  season?  It  has  greatly  the  appearance  of  a  political 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Administration.  In  indulging 
such  an  opinion,  T  hope  I  do  them  no  injustice;  I  would 
not  willingly  do  this,  for  they  have  sins  enough,  God 
knows,  to  answerfur,  without  being  charged  upon  suspi- 
cion. Entertaining  these  views,  I  have  preparetl  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  which  I  now  offer  to  tbe  House. 

"  Hiat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  laid  beibre  this  House,  the  instructions 
given  to  the  Engineers  who  have  been  ordered  to  exam- 
ine lite  passages  through  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  with 
a  view  to  the  location  of  turnpike  roails,  railroads,  and  ' 
canals.  Also  communicate  what  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  various  works,  how  many  sun-eys  have  been  com- 
pleted—how much  has  been  done  of  those  iinliiUshed 
and  how  many  unsun-eycd  or  unexamined  which  it  is 
contemplated  tu  examine.  How  many  Engineers  have 
been  employed  in  that  service — their  rank,  and  pay:Iike- 
wise,  liow  many  men  have  been  employed  by  these  En" 
(pincers  in  that  servieei  and  if  not  finished,  at  what  time 
it  is  presumed  this  work  will  be  completed." 

1  liav^ made  some  altcraUon^  as  will  be  seen,  in  tbe 
farm,  as  well  as  tlie  extent  of  tlie  resolution:  For  a  new 
practice  has  of  Istc  crept  into  the  mode  of  doing  business 
in  this  Government.  This  House,  instead  of  calhng  for 
informstion  from  the  President  ol  the  United  States,  calls 
upon  his  Secretaries,  who  are  the  mere  creatures  of  law  j 
Hay,  8"  far  has  this  gone,  that  even  the  Secretary  of  a 
I>cpartmcnl,  instead  ot  giving,  upon  his  own  responsibil- 
ity, a  condensed  statement  of  the  ftcts  inquucd  tor,  goes 


betjreen  the  United  SUtes  and  the  SUte  of  Ohio,  (the 
same  instrament  which  was,  in  fact,  the  foundation  of  tbe 
Cumberland  Road.)  and  of  two  successive  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  (one  of  wbicb  was 
likewidc  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  of  thftt  State,)  oo  tbe 
same  subject.  Tbecompacthe  alluded  to  contwaeaa|MV- 
vision  that  *'  one  or  more"  lines  of  connexion  should  bs 
established  by  roads  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
waters,  leading  towards  the  SUte  of  Ohio.  The  mi 
ftom  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  formed  one  of  iMse  line* 
of  communication!  but  the  instrument  equally  sasctkm* 
another  between  the  waters  of  Jamea  and  tbe  Great  Ken- 
hawa rivers.  So  much,  therefore,  for  the  right  of  Gov* 
emmentto  orderthefe  survurt. 

Itut  further:  In  the  year  1815,  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia invited  the  General  Govemmem,  as  well  as  the 
GovemnKnt  of  Ke7)iueky  and  Ohio,  to  unite  in  tbe  con- 
struction of  a  Caiiul,  or  Rail  Road,  between  the  two  riven 
last  mentioned.  And,  in  the  year  following,  a  similar  re- 
solution wasrecommendedto  the  Legidature  Virginia, 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  that  State,  and  was 
passed  almost  unanimously.  It  was,  indeed,  true,  thai 
the  same  route  had  been  examined  by  a  very  distinguiib- 
ed  gentleman  in  Virginia,  (he  did  not  know  whetlier  he 
was  very  skilful  and  experienced  in  Civil  Engineerttigi  but 
he  was  certainly  a  most  accomplished  Militwy  Engineer,) 
Mr.  Crozet.  But,  it  was  nevertheless  true,  that,  since 
the  year  1813,  it  never  could  be  ascertained  whether  the 
proposed  connenon  was,  or  was  not  practicable,  tinlil 
the  recent  survey  by  tlie  United  States*  Engineers.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  fch  the  more  entitled  to  speak  with  confi- 
dence on  this  subject,  since  he  had  himself  been  one  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Vi:g<ni->> 
to  make  tlie  examination,  and  had  performed  the  iW^ 
hazardous  part  of  that  duty,  and  he  could  declare  that  n« 
was  now  as  fulfy  convinced  of  the  practicability  of  the 
undertaking,  as  he  was  of  any  fact  m  Natural  htstoT- 
He  had  made  the  preceding  remarks,  in  order  that  the 
responsibility  of  originating  those  surveys  might  rest, 
where  it  ought  to  rest,  on  himself  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen who  had  recommended  tlie  measure  to  tbe  Execu- 
tive. 

Mr.  FLOYD  spoke  in  reply,  decUring  that  he  shouw 
not  retract  one  word  of  what  he  had  said  when 
His  collei^e  on  the  ri{^t  must  himself  be  connncea 
that,  in  what  he  had  just  advanced,  he  wasunderah  egre- 
gious error.  I  said,  (observed  Mr.  F. )  that  the  waten 
of  the  New  Itivcr  and  of  James  River  might  be  i*'"'*"r' 
but  how  could  this  connexion  be  contemplated  by  ("B 
contract  with  Ohio,  when,  according  to  the  gentlemso^ 
shewing,  it  ii  now  first  ascertained  ttuit  nch  a  c«hk^ 
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Ii  posribk?  The  Engineen  of  Vininili  lure  examined 
the  very  route  now  propoied.  [Hera  Mr.  MsaocB, 
speaking'  acmsa,  in  an  under  .voice,  said,  they  never 
touciied  it. "J  They  have  tcHiched  it:  and  they  did  exam- 
ine it.  Besides,  thU  canal  is  on  the  same  route  witli  the 
eomtetnplated  road  to  New  Orleans,  (llfat  is,  if  the  Presi- 
dent has  yet  determined  on  which  nde  of  the  Mountuns 
that  rood  IB  to  paKi  )  But,  though  leveral  different  sur- 
veys have  been  madCi  the  Engineers  are  not  ye.t  done 
with  it.  Now,  what  are  we  to  think  of  this^  Jl  bill  has, 
to  be  mire,  been  reported  this  morning,  on  the  subject 
of  the  New  Orleans  road,  but  (by  reason  of  the  new 
practice  into  which  ve  have  folleii,  of  not -having  bilb 
read  through  on  llwr  first  readiiw,  ]  I  do  not  know  what 
it  contains.  The  row]  must  vo  eitha  East  of  the  moun- 
tains, oruptheffTCAt valley.  Ipresumeit-Vitlt^o through 
the  valley;  and  if  so,  then  this  canal  will  be  almost  imme- 
diately in  the  route.  But  this  is  not  a  road  to  Ohio;  it 
runs  through  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  AVhat  then  can 
this  canal,  or  tliis  road,  have  to  do  with  the  contract  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Ohio?  But,  lam  told  by 
tlie  gentleman,  that  some  members  of  Congress  petition- 
e<lttie  Preudent  for  this  survey.  I  was  apprised  of  that 
&et,  but  I  liad  thought  that  the  Cumberland  road  fully 
satisfied  our  coatract  with  Ohio.  This,  however,  I  will 
say — and  I  say  it  that  the  Administration  may  hear  it — 
that  X  do  tcnow  much  more  of  their  operations  in  the  upper 
country  than  tliey  think  for,  and,  at  a  suitable  time,  I  shall 
disdeae  what  1  know,  let  the  consequence  fall  where  it 
nmy. 

Mr.  If  KRCBR  in^ed  that  his  colleiigue  was  mistaken 
Mt*  bis  laets.  The  practicability  of  connecting  the  James 
•nd  Kentiawa  rivers  by  a  navigable  canal,  had  been  first 
ascertained  by  the  United  States'  Engineers,  The  re- 
port of  Mr.  ^'ozet  on  the  subject,  was  subsequent  to 
that  of  the  ifoited  SUtM*  Engineers.  His  report  threw 
a  doubt  over  the  result  at  which  the  United  Statea*  Engi- 
neers bad  arrived.  As  to  the  compact  with  Ohio,  it  pro- 
*vided  for  ■*  one  or  mure'^  roads  between  the  Western  and 
Atlantic  waters;  it  must  therefore,  of  course,  comprehend 
•  road  between  the  Great  Kenhawa  and  the  James  ri- 
vers.  But  the  route  in  question  had  nothing,  to  do  with 
the  road  to  New  Orleapi;  the  former  would  intersect  tlie 
latter  at  right  angles,  and,  of  course,  the  two  routes  could 
not  run  over  the  same  ground.  Of  the  nud  to  Otleanis, 
the  present  Vice  Prerident  «ra>  the  original  mover,  and 
Mr.  M.  aaid  he  applauded  his  sagacity  for  suggesting  it. 
lliree  different  routes  for  this  nuid  were  originally  con- 
templated: they  had  since  been  surveyed;  but  no  report 
in  relation  to  either  bad  been  made  at  the  last  session, 
because  the  commitiee  of  Roads  and  Canals  bad  been 
ovetburthened  with  bunness  which  had  the  prece<lence. 
A  biU  for  the  construction  of  tliis  road  was  nov,  fur  the 
first  time,  reported.  The  route  of  the  road  could  not 
have  been  earlier  fixed  by  the  present  Executive.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  have  been  sooner  determined.  Mr. 
H.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  not  risen,  on  tlie  pre- 
sent occasion,  with  any  view  of  protecting  tiie  Executive 
from  oeiwure,  but  merely  to  vindicate  himself  and  those 

Stntlemen  of  the  House  who  bad  been  assodated  with 
m  in  tiie  recommendaUpn  of  the  survey  referred  to. 
The  vety  first  time  he  had  ndsed  his  voice  in  debate  in 
this  House,  m<uv  than  ten  yesrs  i^,  was  in  favor  of  the 
power  of  Government  to  make  nnds  and  canals,  and  for 
many  years,  as  was  known  to  his  friends,  ail  the  energies 
of  humibd  had  been  constantly  and  faithfully  devoted  to 
this  subject.  He  cared  not  who  ruled,  so  that  his  coun- 
try prospered. 

EARTLETT  rose  upon  a  punt  of  order,  and  sug- 
gested a  doubt  whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  Hr. 
Fmzo,  did '  not  so  Ux  differ  ttwn  the  resolution  .of  Hr. 
Mixwux  as  to  be  inadmiuable  under  the  40th  rulef  as 
being  a  substitute  for  it. 


The.  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendment  was  in 
order,  being  only  an.  extension  of  the  object  of  the  resolu* 

tion. 

Mr.  FLOYD  again  arose.  Me  said  that  his  colleague 
bsd  totally  changed  his  ground.  He  now  says  that  the 
Pact  of  the  practicability  of  a  connection  of  the  two  rivers 
was  first  ascertained  by  the  United  States*  Engineers.  I 
admit,  (said  Mr.  F.)  that  the  first  survey  was  made  by 
them,  but  I  still  insist,  that  Mr.  Crozet  did  examine  the 
route  and  ascertain  the  practicability  long  before  they 
did.  Hr.  P.  concluded  by  saying,  there  waw  nothing  in 
his  amendment  which  called  upon  the  gentlemnn  to  de- 
fend either  himself  and  his  assocutes,  or  the  administra- 
tion. 

Hr.  MAXWELL  said,  it  was  not  his  desire  to  oppose 
the  inquiiy  proposed  by  hia  colleague  opposite,  (Mr. 
Flotd.)  That  gentleman  was  at  full  liberty,  so  fix  as 
he  was  concerned,  to  obtain  any  infurmatiim  he  might 
wishj  but,  he  was  unwilling  that  such  a  c»ll  should  be 
substituted  for  the  resolution  he  (Hr.  M.)  had  offered. 
The  survey  which  he  wished  to  have  laid  before  the 
House  was,  he  understood,  prepared  and  ready  to  be  sub- 
mitted. His  objection  to  the  gentleman's  amendment 
was  chiefly  grounded  on  its  extent,  and  the  delay  which 
must  necessatily  be  dccasioned  by  the  adoption  of  it. 

The  question  wu  then  put  on  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  MAXWELL  was<then  adopted 
in  its  original  form. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  P. 
P.  BARBOUR  in  the  Chair,  on  tlie  bill  to  revive  und 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  makijig  provision  fur 
the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
by  the  purchasers  of  the  Public  Lands,  and  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Purchasers  of  Public  Linds  w  luch  have 
reverted  for  non-paymeilt  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  first  of  these  bills  having  been  read- 
Mr.  ISACKS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pnb' 
lie  Lands,  rose  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  would  be  perceiv- 
ed  that  the  bill  contained  nothing  new;  it  proposed  mere- 
ly an  extension  of  time  ;  it  did  that,  and  it  did  no  more. 
The  ruinous  policy  of  what  was  denominated  tlie  credit 
system,  expired  in  1830,  and  in  the  succeeding  year 
Congress  lepsUted  for  tlie  relief  of  (he  purchasers  who 
were  uiuble  to  complete  their  paymenls.  The  act  of 
1B21  was  the  bai^oi  the  several  subssq-ient  acU  on  this 
subject.  The  persons  indebted  to  the  United  States  for 
land,  were  divided  by  it  into  ,  three  classes.  The  first 
class  contained  such  as  had  paid  only  oiie-fourtli  part  of 
the  purchase  money;  these  were  allowed  eight  years  tu 
complete  their  payments.  The  second  class  comprised 
such  as  had  paid  one-half  of  the  purchase  money;  these 
wne  allowed  mx  years.  Ttiose  who  iiad  paid  two-thirds 
were  arranged  in  the  Uli^d  clas^  and  were  allowed  four 
years.  In  1824  another  act  wai  passed,  extending  the 
time  of  the  former  bill  about  eighteen  muiiths;  and,  in 
1836, -the  time  was  again  extended  to  a  period,  which  ex- 
pired on  the  fourth  day  of  July  last.  The  present  bill  was 
merely  for  the  hurpose  of  extending  it  tu  the  fourth  of 
July,  1839. 

Hr.  I.,  after  some  general  remarks  on  the  imftortance 
of  the  subject,  concluded  by  reading  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Commi«sioners  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McCOY  inquired  whether  the  annount  of  one  mil- 
lion and  upwards,  stated  by  the  Commissioner  to  have 
been  received,  had  been  actually  received  in  money,  or 
only  by  the  rermquiahment  of  land  warranu.' 

Hr.  ISACKS  replied,  it  was  received  partly  in  one  way, 
and  partly  in  the  other — but  could  not  state  precisely 
the  proptxtion,  without  reference  to  documents. 
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The  bill  was  then  Ittid  aside,  and  tbe  Committee  pass- 
ed to  the  next  of  tbe  bills  reteired  (o  the  same  C.ommitt  ee ; 
nnd  the  nid  bills  were  reported  to  'the  House,  and  or- 
da«d  to  be  engrosed  for  a  third  readiii|f. 

TkubsdaTj  Jastast  3,  1828. 

Mr.  BEI,I^  moved  the  following  : 

Hewohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Military  Affairs  be 
instnicted  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  estUiUshinp 
an  armory  on  some  point  on  Harpeth  river,  in  the  State 
of  Tennesiee. 

I'he  retolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenne^ee,  said,  as  the  resolution 
which  had  just  been  read  was  intended  only  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs  to 
the  subject  embraced  in  it,  he  did  not  present  himself 
before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  re- 
marks upon  the  genera!  expediency  of  estabhshin^  an 
armory  upon  the  Western  waters,  nor  with  any  view, 
in  detail,  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  would  urge  the 
Mtuation  of  that  particular  district  of  tbe  WjBst,  for  such 
an  establishment,  desi^rnated  tn  the  resolution.  Uut, 
said  he,  ai^  in  offering  it,  I  do  not  intend  to  pay  a  mere 
compliment  of  the  season  to  the  interests  of  that  section 
of  the  country  «kich  I  liave  the  honor  to  represent,  I 
beg  leave  now  to  state,  that,  if  the  subject  shall  be 
thoMght  of  sufficient  consequence  to  engage  the  serious 
attention  of  the  committee,  (and,  in  my  judgment,  it 
deserves  a  place  in  tluir  deliberations,}  1  expect  to  be 
able  to  shew,  that  the  country  upon  the  lower  branches 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  upon  the  south  side  of  it,  com- 
bines all  the  advantagea  desirable  in  a  site  for  an  exten- 
sive manufactorf  of  ann%  common  to  those  places, 
which  have  hitherto  been  brougltt  to  the  notice  of  this 
House,  under  more  favorable  auspices.  I  expect  also  to 
shew,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses  other  ad- 
vantages which  are  peculiar  and  exclunve  ;  and  I  will, 
in  due  time,  take  the  trouble  upon  myself  of  embodying 
tbe  inibrmatioD  necessary  to  thia  effect. 

That  I  may  not  be  thou^it  too  sanguine  in  my  esti- 
mate of  the  condition,  both  national  and  adventitious, 
of  the  section  of  country  alluded  to,  permit  me  to  stale 
one  liict,  which,  1  am  sure,  our  Atlantic  brethren  will 
not  be  unconcerned  to  hear.  Within  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  the  manufacture  of  bar  iron  in  Michlle  Ten- 
nessee, has  increased  in  auch  a  degree,  that  tlie  pro- 
duce of  the  works  upon  the  Juniata,  which  formeriy 
found  an  extensive  and  profitable  market  in  that  coun- 
try, is  now  rarely  to  be  mttt  with  in  our  shops,  and  the 
Swedes  iron,  which,  though  the  product  of  the  industry 
uf  another  hembphere,  and  burthened,  as  it  is,  with 
duties,  has  been  afforded  in  our  market  lower  than  the 
Juniata,  is  also  fast  disappearing.  .  In  truth,  however 
ill  adapted  the  population  of  that  State  may  be  to  other 
manuraclurea,  that  or  iron  must  ftouriah,  both  by  reason 
of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  which  abounds  Iberc, 
an<l  the  diminislied,  and  still  dimintshiiiK  value  of  that 
kind  of  labor  which  is  almost  exchinvely  employed  in 
reducing  it.  In  the  same  tract  of  country,  water  ]>ower 
susceptible  of  application  to  all  kinds  of  machinery, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  desirable  extent. 
Fossil  coal,  too,  is  found  upon  (lie  banks  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and,  as  the  means  of  transportation  by  water, 
to  every  point  upon  the  Missismppi  and  its  branchen,  at 
this  lime  accessible  from'oriter  quarters,  are  not  restrict- 
ed from  this  point,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  he  found,  upon 
enquiryi  that  no  greater  misiake  could  be  .comirutted, 
than  to  suppose,  either  that  the  principal  materials  con- 
sumed in  an  armory,  or  that  all  the  essential  articles  of 
subMstenoe  could  not  be  afforded  upon  as  low  terms 
there,  as  at  any  other  place  in  the  Western  country. 
There  arc  other  cmriderations  connected  with  this  mm- 


ject,  which,  tn  my  opinion,  should  give  this  point  on  tbe 
W'calern  waters,  a  decided  preference  over  Uiom  which 
seem  to  have  been  m^re.  attended  to  t  but  these  1  will 
not  now  urge,  nor  even  mention.  Such  a  course,  1  sp. 
prebend,  Would  be  likely  provoke  an  immediate  dis- 
cussion, whicli  Would  be  premature,  and  might  be  use- 
less. The  AiggestioDs  already  thrown  out,  are  detigii- 
ed  not  so  much  to  make  any  impKSsion  upon  the  House, 
as  to  elicit  a  fiiU  enquiry  on  the  part  of  the  committee, 
and  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  placed  upon  tiial 
committee  gives  me  the  assurance  that  the  pro|iositiuD 
contained  in  the  resi^ution  will  receive  a  can  did  and  iot- 
partial  examination. 
Tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

FaiDAT,  JaiitiAitT  4, 1838. 
REMOVAL  OF  INDIANS. 

Mr.  HAILB  said,-that  be  had  some  days  blnce  laid  on 
tbe  table  of  the  House  a  resolution  m  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  Chocktaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  whid) 
he  desired  now  to  call  up  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

"Haohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  so 
appropriation  to  enable  the  Choctaws  and  Chickuavi 
to  explore  tbe  country  beyond  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
to  provide  the  means  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  who 
are  disposed  to  emigrate,  and  are  willing  to  embrace  Uw 
benevolent  objects  designed  by  the  Government," 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  offered  u 
atnendment,  when  it  was  before  the  House  on  the  lltb 
December,  to  include  the  "  Fattawattamie  and  Uiuai 
Indians,"  and  the  question  recurred  on  Uits  amendment. 

Mr.  McLBAN,  of  Ohio,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,)  sUted,  tliat  the  committee  had  ibc 
aubject  of  that  resolution  now  before  them,  and  were 
preparing  a  report  upon  it,  which  tliey  inteiuled  ilii»*ly 
to  present  to  (be  House. 

Mr.  HAILB  observed,  that  his  resolution  had.  he  be- 
lieved, been  offered  previously  to  any  other,  on  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  tbe  removal  of  Indians,  and  ite  lud  been 
told  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  offered  amendmenU  to 
it,  that  they  would  consent  to  withdraw  those  amewi- 
ments  in  order  that  his  might  be  considered  separaWly- 
The  Jionorable  Chairman  of  the  Indian  Comouttee  w« 
not,  he  apprehended,  fylly  acquainted  with  the  juiualioa 
of  the  two  tribes  to  which  his  resolution  referred,  lo 
1830,  there  had  been  guarantied  to  the  Chickasaws  anJ 
Choctaws,  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  s 
hu^  tract  of  hind  West  of  the  Mississippi  j  but,  since 
that  treaty,  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  this  p!e<lg« 
into  effect.  On  the  contrary,  3000  whites  Itad  encrMCft- 
ed  upon  tlieir  territory,  and  were  driving  them  l****!^ 
the  same  time  tliat  every  inducement  had  been  aw 
out  to  them  by  the  Government,  to  obtain  their  consent 
to  emigration.  Under  these  drcumstances,  the  tnbcs 
referred  to,  had  peculiar  claims  on  the  attention  <rf  Uie 
Committee  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  he  wished  that  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  House,  whether,  in  their  jwg 
ment,  the  tract  guarantied  by  tbe  treaty,  was  W  « 
given,  as  it  had  been  promised,  or  aomo  other  tract  in 

■'•  .  - 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection  to  tne 

object  of  the  resolution,  and  not  being  desirous  of  w"** 

ing  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  adoption,  wjfhdrew 

the  amendment  to  it  which  he  had  before  offered. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Va.,  said,  he  beheved  thisVas  tiw 

first  time  an  appropriation  had  been  asked  fsP"* 

House  lo  enable  Indians  to  go  jnto  the  wdd^rnewW  e«* 

plore  it.    He  liad  thought  Uiat  the  object  of  die  ayitcD 

adopted  by  the  Genetml  Government,  with  respeet 

the  Indian^  was  to  civilize  tliose  Feople,  and  to 
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then  out  of  the  wilderness.  As  the  rererse,  however, 
se«med  intended  by  this  resolution,  he  was  opposed  to 
tu  »doption. 

Ur.  H  AILE  said,  that  Goremment  had  mnde  a  treaty 
by  which  they  were  bound.  If  solemn  treaties  were  to 
be  considered  as  of  any  avail,  and  tlie  Govtrnment  meant 
tu  act  in  good  faith,  these  Indians  onght  to  receive  what 
had  been  pronised  them.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
that  he  Inid  offered  the  reiolution. 

The  question  beinr  put,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
Ur.  UrrCHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowinff  resolution  : 

Jieaohat,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
do  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of 
the  16ih  section  of  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
bIbtm  into  any  port,  or  phee,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  etc.,  ai  requires  that  the  owner  or 
captain  intending  to  transport  a  slave,  coastwise,  from 
one  port  to  another,  in  the  same  State,  shall  previously 
deliver  to  the  Collector  a  manifest,  specifying  the  name, 
i>ge,  etc.,  of  said  slave,  and  swearing  that  the  said  slave 
had  not  been  imported  since  tlie  year  1808,  and  that  he 
vu  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  urrCHELL  said,  that,  without  some  explanation 
of  the  facta  referred  to,  the  resnlution  must  be,  tn  a  great 
measure,  unintelligible.  In  1807,  Congress,  ii\  pursu- 
ance of  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  on  that  subject, 
iwssed  an  act  suppressing  the  slave  trade-  The  10th 
■ectioii  of  that  act  required,  Jhat,  when  a  slave  arrives 
■a  any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  of  more 
than  40  tons  burthen,  the  captain  and  owner  must  unite 
iff  an  oath,  that  the  slave  had  not  been  imported  since 
the  Ist  Januarj',  1808.  This  ceremony  was  accompani- 
ed with  fees  to  the  Collector  of  f  1  50,  and  if  the  par- 
lies failed  to  comply  with  this  requirement  of  the  act,  the 
vecset  was  to  be  confiscated,  and  die  captain  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $  1,000.  At  the  time  this  act  passed,  tliese  re- 
quiremenuweie  wise  and  proper  j  because,  at  that  time, 
our  wbtde  coast  swarmed  with  vends  engaged  in  the ' 
slave  trade  j  but  Uie  object  of  this  and  other  acts  had 
been  fully  aocomptished,  and  that  trade  might  now  be 
pronounced,  so  mr  as  we  were  concerned,  to  be  complete- 
ly supjiressed.  The  last  accounts  received  from  our 
sution  in  Africa,  declared  that  the  English  and  American 
btviK^es  of  the  trade  had  ceased.  All  those  formerly 
engaged  in  it,  had,  by  the  severity  of  ow  lav^  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  country,  and  no  such  trade  was  now  car- 
ried on  in  any  part  of  our  coast.  The  act  to  which  he 
refisrred,  therefore,  while  it  imposed  a  very  severe  tax 
on  the  People  of  the  South,  was,  under  the  present  stale 
of  tiling  productive  of  no  benefit  whatever.  Its  ope- 
ntion  was  harassing  and  oppressive,  tf  a  gentleman 
widked  to  go  with  hia  servant,  from  Charleston  to  Beau- 
fort tbfe  captain  is  under  the  necessity  of  giving,  in  his 
manifest,  an  account  of  that  shve.  His  oath,  and  that 
of  the  owner,  mtisl  be  submitted  to  the  Collector,  though 
that  officer  should  know  ever  so  well  the  fact  to  be  sub- 
siantjatcd;  and,  if  k  gentleman  sends  his  slave  up  and 
down,  fifty  times  in  the  course  of  the  year,  tlie  same 
ceremoriy  must  be  gone  through.  This  la  trouble  and 
expense,  without  any  useful  end, 

ifr.  M.  said,  that,  though  he  was  himself  a  slave  hold- 
er, he  was  as  warmly  and  as  sincerely  opposed  to  the 
slave  trade  as  any  gentleman  from  the  Northern  States 
ponstbly  could  he,  and  could  he  be  convinced  that  such 
It  provision  as  this  was  necessary  to  the  putting  down  of 
(Uat  traffic,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  oppose  it;  but 
he  was  convinced,  that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  as 
it  interposed  a  vexatious  embarrassment  in  the  inter- 
course between  the  Southern  States  he  was  deurous  of 
seeing  it  repealed  ;  hut  wished  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  that  subject. 
Mr.  MEKCEK  said,  that,  without  igtendtng  to  tx- 
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press  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  enquiry  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  desirous  to  insti* 
tute,  he  could  not  refrain  fitem  correcting  the  erroneous 
impression  which  he  seemed  to  have  formed,  that  the 
slave  trade  was  abolished.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
that  it  was  now  carried  on  to  as  great  an  extent  as  at  any 
former  period  of  its  history ;  and  to  some  extent,  though 
precisely  to  what,  by  American  capital,  he  would  not  un* 
deitake  to  determine. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

CANAL  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  WING  offered  the  following  : 

lleaohet/.  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
pristing  a  sum  of  money  Ibr  examining  and  detemuniDg 
upon  a  Buitidile  route  for  a  canal  across  the  penintula  « 
Michigan,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  Lake  Erie. 

Reaolved,  alto.  That  the  same  committee  be  instnict* 
ed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  said  canal,  tracts  of  bind  on  each 
side  of  sud  route,  e^uid  in  quantity  to  those  heretofore 
granted  for  constructing  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  Canals^ 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WING  sidd,  that,  as  the  importance  d(  the  reso- 
lutions might  not  at  once  be  apparent  to  the  House,  be 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  fc  moment,  whilst  he  brief- 
ly stated  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  htve  indicated  the 
propriety  of  the  present  enquiry.  The  difficulties  and 
dangers  which  attend  the  navigation  of  onr  Northwest* 
em  Lakes;  -the  exposures  to  which  the  lives,  the 
health,  and  the  properly  of  individuals,  as  well  as'Uw 
property  of  the  Government,  are  subjected  j  the  fre> 
quent  losses  which  are  sustained,  both  by  the  public  and 
by  individuals,  in  encountering  a  navigation  of  nearly 
eight  hundred  miles  in  extent,  from  the  head  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  difficult,  if 
not  dangerous,  even  in  the  most  Aivorable  seasons  tiS 
the  year  t  indeed,  the  utter  impracticability  of  navij^at- 
ing  some  of  ouj;.most  nomicrly  lakes  and  straits,  during 
the  Winter  months,  Mr/W.  said,  all  conspired  to  ren- 
der it  an  object  of  no  inconsiderable  moment,  not  on> 
ly  to  the  iiilmbilants  of  that  country,  but  to  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  to  effect  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  safe  chan- 
nel of  communication  across  the  peninsula  of  that  Tetv 
ritory. 

This  object  once  accomplished,  together  with  that  of 
the  Illinois  Canal,  for  the  construction  of  which,  the  Go- 
vernment has  already  made  a  large,  if  not  an  ample  pro- 
vision, you  not  only  avoid  the  necesiity,  in  time  of  war, 
as  well  as  peace,  of  transporting  every  description  of  pro- 
perty, destined  fw  the  supply  of  your  Northwestern  and 
Western  ports,  through  a  long  chain  of  narrow  straits, 
which  bring  you  within  musket  shot  of  the  British  shore  % 
as  well  as  uie  dangers  of  a  boisterous  lake  navigation,  to 
whictt  I  have  just  adverted  ;  but  you  have  at  once  a  safe 
and  easy  inland  communication,  upon  nearly  the  whole 
line  uf  your  Northern  and  Northwestern  frontier,  ex- 
tending from  New  York  to  the  Mississippi. 

I  present  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  more  confi- 
dentiv,  because  it  is  nut  trammelled  by  those  constitu- 
tionu  objections  which  have  been  heretofore  urged 
against  similar  propositions  from  the  State*.  I'he  whole 
route  of  this  contemplated  canal  is  within  tlie  limits  of 
a  Territory,  over  whicli  the  United  States  exercise  the 
exclusive  sovereignly;  and  within  which,  the  United 
States  are' the  principal  owners  of  the  soil.  Tu  such  as 
may  not  have  adverted  to  tlie  subject,  who  aro  not  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  geography  of  that  coootiy, 
and  the  facilities  with  which  the  object  may  be  accom- 
plished, Uie  item  of  expense  might,  at  first,  seem  to  be 
an  objection.   Careful  examinations,  howerer,  have  been 
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made  by  a  number  of  our  most  scientific  and  intcllif^ont 
citisens,  who  -  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  a  canal  may  be 
constructed  acrusa  tliat  peninsula,  at  leas  expense  (ban 
any  one  of  amilar  extent  whicti  has  ever  been  attempted 
in  the  Union. 

If,  therefore,  to  fiu^llitate  the  inicrcmirsc  between  the 
different  sectioiis  of  the  United  States)  if  to  render  the 
transportation  of  property  both  cheap  and  safe  j  if  to 
enhance  the  ralue  or  the  public  domain,  by  improving 
it,  and  thereby  Inviting  to  it  a  heaJtltfu)  and  eiitrrprismg 
population  [  if  to  give*  stability  to  your  frontier  settle- 
menta 'm  that  quarter*  and  add  strength  to  an  extended 
and  detencetcsa  frontier,,  be  tegiliniule  objects  for  Con- 
gresnonal  legisbtion,  and  worthy  the  considi' ration  of 
(he  Government— then,  sir,  1  may  indulge  the  hope  that 
the  resolutions  which  I  have  had  the  liuiior  of  aubniitting, 
will  be  fiivorably  received  by  the  House,  and  wtU  obtain 
a  Erection  to  that  Committee  from  whose  investigations, 
not  only  the  citiaens  of  the  Territory,  wlkom  1  have  the 
hmmt  to  represent,  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, but  the  Government  itself,  may  anticipate  benefi- 
cial results. 

-  The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D*AUTKRIVB. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  debate  upon 
a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Maiigny  D'Auterive.  Tliis  was  a 
private  bill,  providing  fiip  remunerating  the  claimant  for 
the  lost  time  of  a  slave  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  was  wounded, 
and  also  for  liospital  charges. 

The  bill  having  been  rca<I,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  in  tlic  case, 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
in  fhf  report  Just  read,  assume  it  as  a  principle,  that  the 
United  States'  Goverimient  it  not  bound  in  any  case  to' 
pay  for  slarcs  injured  or  lost ;  because  they  arc  not  cun- 
Moered  as  property.  A  principle  like  this  (said  Mr.  L.) 
is  one  of  the  most  serious  importance,  not  only  to  my 
constituents,  but  to  alt  those  who  arc  intercEtcd  in  this 
species  of  property,  throughout  a  large  and  vti-y  impor- 
tant portion  of  these  United  States.  Slaves  not  pro])er< 
\y  !  What  are  they  then  '  If  not  property,  tliey  are 
ftee  :  if  they  are  not  our  property,  w  e  have  no  right  to 
their  service ;  if  tbey  are  not  property,  the  whole  fouit- 
dalion  on  which  the  Constitution  ef  this  Union  rests,  is 
shaken.  And  is  it  by  a  by-blow  like  this,  that  so  impor- 
tant a  principle  is  to  be  established  I  trust  not.  1  ti-ust 
that  the  Heprescniativcs  of  those  States  who  are  so  hap- 
py, yes  MP,  I  say  s-j  happy,  as  not  to  possessany  of  this  spc- 
aes  of  proDcHy,  will  not,  by  sanctioning  such  a  principle, 
bnr  a  fuunaation  for  that  discontent,  for  that  jealouay,  fur 
that  division,  and  for  all  those  most  serious  cunscquenccs 
which  must  result  from  such  a  drcision.  The  sum  in  this 
bill  is  nothing;  it  is  not  to  be  spoken  of— it  is  not  for  that 
1  now  address  this  House  ;  but  1  should  basely  betiny  the 
duty  T  owe  to  those  who  have  entrusted  their  intcrcais  to 
id;|^  hancl^  did  I  not  protest  against  the  admisiuon  of  a 
principle  like  tiiat  advanced  in  this  report.  Indeed,  sir. 
It  can  scarcely  be  believed,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
intended  to  establish  it.  I'he  terms  on  which  we  eiiter- 
ed  into  the  social  conpact,  and  without  w  hich  it  would 
never  have  been  formed,  the  laws  whicli  have  been  pass- 
ed, and  the  treaties  made  under  it,  must  all  have  prevent 
cd  their  comingto  dm  conclusion  i  and-  independent  of 
tiiese,  the  laws,  not  of  the  Southern  States  only,  but  in 
those  very  quarters  of  the  continent  where  such  an  opin- 
ion seems  now  to  be  held— the  laws  ofthose  States  would 
have  taught  them  tlial  this  opinion  could  not  properly  be 
held,  llow  long  is  it  since,  in  those  very  States,  the  laws 
which  coniddered  them  to  be  as  much  property,  as  any 
«her  article,  have  been  repealed  }  In  New  York,  wieitin 
tbe  year— iu  other  States,  they  sliU  exist.   It  would  be 


well,  therefore,  for  gentlemen  who  might  be  inclined  to 
favor  (he  doctrines  of  this  report,  to  look  at  home,  ami 
see  whether,  by  voting  for  it,  lliey  do  not  busImi)  a  prin- 
ciple as  much  at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  Stain, 
as  it  is  with  the  Coastitution  and  laws  of  the  Uniltd 
States.  With  all  this  evidence  before  tlwm,  I  can  scaicely 
believe  it  to  have  been  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  re- 
spectable Committee,  to  declare  that  slnves  were  i>ei  the 
propei-iy  of  their  masters  :  yet,  whatever  may  have  been 
their  intention,  their  language  is  but  too  plain  ;  tbe  wliole 
tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no  other  conclusion.  I  muvc 
you,  therefore,  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 

[The  amendment  of  Mr.  L.  went  to  introduce  a  cltUK 
allowing  the  claim  for  the  injui'y  done  to  tlie  slave,  and 
for  medical  .ittcndance  on  him.} 

Mr.  WIHTTLESEY,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  who  had  reported  the  bill  under  considen- 
tion,  spoke  in  reply.  He  said  he  extremely  regrcUtd 
that  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Livivasm) 
bad  thought  proper  to  exhibit,  in  the  cTisctMnon  of  tbit 
question,  so  much  spirit  and  warmth  of  feeling.  Ilisi 
question,  said  be,  that  ought  to  be  decided  dispassioiiatelv, 
on  iu  own  intrinsic  merits,  without  awaking  sectitnil 
feelings  or  jealousies  ;  and  he  trusted  that  hislMr.  L'*) 
appeal  to  Southern  gentlemen  to  rally  round  hisstandani, 
would  not,  on  this  occasion,  be  resporwled  to  by  them, 
lie  might  assuredly  have  abstained  from  chargme  lue 
Commtttee  with  fabehood,  and  with  having  introduud 
into  the  report  any  sentiment  or  expression,  which  hw 
necessarily  provoked  this  debate.  Tbe  Committee  stu- 
diously avoided  touclung  the  question  which  the  genlie- 
man  apprehends  is  so  vitally  important  to  the  slave-uoldw. 
The  whole  of  his  argument  is  based  on  false  premise^ 
and  his  deductions  are  of  course  erroneous.  He  UkesA 
for  granted,  that  the  Coiptnittee  have  said  •Hliat  alate* 
are  not  property.*'  In  this  he  is  mistaken  j.  thwe  is  no 
such  position  taken  in  the  report.  TUey  h»ve  said*  iwj 
"slaves  are  not  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  I'SkI 
for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  aervice."  Can 
the  gentleman  disprove  the  truUi  of  this  assertion,  by  re- 
curring lo  a  single  case,  where  the  CJovernment  lias  paw 
for  a  stave  lost  in  the  service  ?  When  the  geallcntM  ap- 
peals to  the  passions  of  the  Commhiee,  andiircMesupon 
its  consideration  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  luve,  in 
this  instance,  advanced  new  and  alanning  doctrines,  >t 
behooves  him  to  look  intoformerre ports,  andascertwnfrOT 
them  the  sent'mients  of  former  Committees,  when  dcciil- 
iiigon  aimilarqucstions.  The  Comaiitlee of  Clamsgave 
to  this  subject  tbe  most  unremitted  attention,  and  did  w* 
content  themselves  with  examining  the  printed  n- ports, 
but  they  also  carefully  cxamiited  all  the  manuscript  re- 
ports, from  the  commencement  of  tlic  last  war  ;  nav,  they 
went  still  farther ;  they  sent  to  the  Repster  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  incjuired  of  him  witether  there  were  any  in- 
stances, during  the  llevolutionary  war,  where  blaves  liaJ 
been  paid  for  by  the  Guvernmeut,  and  the  answer 
there  were  none.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  during 
tliat  long  and  anluoiis  struggle,  when  the  whole  energies 
of  the  country  were  put  in  requisition,  there  were  no 
slaves  in  the  service,  nur  that  some  of  them  were  ool 
slain  in  battle,  or  otherwise  lost  to  the  owners.  For  ths 
information  uf  the  Committee,  and  to  remove  any  impres- 
oions  which  may  have  been  made  by  the  argument  of 
ihc  gentleman,  that  the  present  report  contaius  novel 
printiples,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  wouUl  turn  their  attenlioii to 
such  other  reports  which  had  a  bearing  on  the  quesdou 
now  under  coniuderation. 

Mr.  W.  said,  (he  fint  case  his  researches  had  enabled 
him  lo  find,  was  that  of  Andrew  Montgomerj-,  rep<'rted 
at  the  first  Sessiwn  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress, 
corded  in  tbe  fourth  vol.  manuscript  reports  page  loy* 
Montgomery  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Uiflc  Gurps,  uM% 
at  the  battle  of  Fort  Mims,  bis  waiter,  a  slave,  wM  ^ 
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*  J*      «ptu«d.    The  CommiUce  tawl  :  **It  is  conceir-  j  bUtc  was  taken  into  the  service  by  tbe  muter,  and  where 

«d  (he  United  Stales  ought  not  to  -fee  liable  for  the  value  he  was  impressed  into  it.    He  denied  the  right  of  the 


of  the  slave,  if  he  should  be  killed,  or  by  any  other  acci- 
dent be  lost  to  the  owner.  If  compensation  were  to  be 
made,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  compelling  the  United 
Statei  to  become  the  warranter  of  llic  vahie  of  the  ser- 
vant^  instead  of  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
hire  of  a  waiter.** 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Willlain  P.  Lawrence,  same 
Senior,  m«nuscriptreportB,rol.  fourth,  page  186.  Law- 
rence was  a  Surjfeon  in  the  Army,  and,  on  the  return  of 
*he  Tennessee  Militia,  he  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Bogue 
Cnilto,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  { and  attend  upon  the 
•oldiers  who  were  afflicted  with  a  eonta^ous  disease. 
Nurses  couM  not  be  obtained,  either  frnm  the  line  rftlie 
army  or  the  inhabitants.     Dr.  Lawrence  waa  obliged  to 

fnit  his  slave  into  the  hospital  to  nurse  the  sick,  where 
le  contracted  tlie  same  diueaae,  and  died.  The  claim 
was  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  the  United  States  were 
not  liable  to  pay  for  the  slave.  The  Committee  of  Clamis, 
at  this  Session  of  Congress,  comristed  of  Meairs.  Yancey 
o»  NortJi  Carolina,  Alexander  of  Ohio,  Goodwj  n  of  Vir- 
ginia, Duvenport  of  Connecticut,  Lysle  of  Pennsylvania, 
Staiilbrd  of  North  Carolina,  and  Chipman  of  Vermont 

The  third  case  is  that  of  Basil  Shnw,  first  Session,  Fif- 
teenth  Congress,  vol.  fourth,  page  396.  Shaw  was  an 
AsaiaUnt  Adjutant  General,  and  took  his  slave  info  the 
aervice  with  him,  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot  on  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  of  January,  1815,  while  in  theser^ 
.  Vice,  and  attending  to  his  duty.  The  Committee,  in  their 
report,  say  :  "They  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
Congreiw  is  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  remunerate 
the  petitioner — no  principle  of  legislation  is  perhaps  bet- 
ter settled  than  this,  that,  for  such  losses,  Goveniment 
cannot  be  liable."  The  Committee,  at  this  Session,  con- 
stated of  Messrs.  Williams  of  Nurlh  Carolina.  Rich  of  Ver- 
mont, Bateman  of  New  Jersey,  McC<^  of^rginia,  Hun- 
tington of  Connecticut,  Schuyler  of  New  Yoik,  and  Wal- 
ker of  Kentucky.  The  case  was  again  presented  at  the 
first  Session,  Sixteenth  Congress,  and  ttie  like  decision 
made.  The  Commiitee,  at  this  Session,  consisted  of 
Messrs.  Williams,  Rich,  McCoy.  Moore,  of  Pwinsylvaitia, 
Culbreth  of  Maryland,  Eclwardsof  Connecticat,  and  Met- 
calfe Of  Kentucky. 

The  fourth  case  is  that  of  Robert  Evans,  first  Scsmon, 
Fifteenth  Congress,  manuscript  reports,  fourth  vol.  page 
4r3.  Evans  was  a  Captain  in  General  Coffee's  Brigade, 
aUtioned  at  New  Orleans  in  1814  and  '15.  His  slave,  a 
waiter,  died  from  fatigue  attending  on  the  sjck,  and  from 
exposure.  The  CammUtce  said,  in  this  case^  "if  he 
Itad  been  killed  in  baitle,  the  petitioner  woldd  not  be  en- 
utled  to  any  compensation.** 

The  fifth  case  is  that  of  Jacob  Purkill,  first  Session, 
Sixteenth  Congress,  first  vol.  page  33.  Purkill  resided 
in  Kentoeky,  and  hired  his  slave  to  Willis,  tode«:end  the 
mer  to  New  Orleans.  On  bis  arrival  he  was  impressed 
by  General  Jackson,  and  put  into  the  Swamp,  where. 
«ome  of  tbe  witnesses  said,  he  labored  while  sunk  into 
we  mud  up  to  his  hips.  He  conttacted  a  disease,  and 
jued.  The  Committee  said,  if  the  lacts  were  esUblisbed, 
beyond  tbe  postibjniy  of  a  doubt,  that  the  Negro  con- 
tracted the  disease  of  which  he  died,  whilst  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  conndered  consequent- 
ial damages,  for  which  the  petitioner  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  pay. 

There  was  another  case,  which  was  decided  by  the 
first  Sesiiion,  Serenteenth  Congress,  but,  Mr.  W.  said, 
his  minutes  did  not  enable  htm  to  give  the  Gwtt. 

It  wai  be  seen  by  these  reports,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the 
oecisions  had  been  uniform,  tliat  staves  had  not  been  put 
on  the  footing  of  property,  and  paid  for,  when  lost  to  the 
owner  in  the  public  service  i  aiid  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  reports  between  those  cases  where  tlie 


Government  to  impress  slaves,  and  said,  therein  the  into* 
rest  of  the  master  was  amply  protected:    He  sokl,  tbe 
country  was  to  be  defended  by  free  men,  and  he  would 
advocate  no  prineiplea  which  would  enable  them  to  stay 
at  home,  and  send  their  slaves  into  the  ranks  oTthe  Annjp, 
or  whicn  wotild  compel  tha  Goremment  to  irapreiB  tfaem> 
Staves  can  no  more  be  impressed  than  minors — who  are 
not  liable  to  perform  military  duty  )  but  suppose  a  minor, 
in  the  time  of  imminent  danger,  was  in  the  serno^ 
would  his  parent  or  master,  if  an  apprentice,  have  any 
claim  on  tlie  Government  for  a  remuneration  for  hts  loM^ 
if  such  minor  was  killed  or  wounded  in  battle  ?   No  «M 
will  wetend  that  he  would ;  and  why  not,  if  the  maiMr 
is  to  be  compeiisaK'd  for  the  loss  of,  or  for  injury  done  to^ 
his  slave  ?   The  service  of  the  minor  is  not  the  leas  valuer 
blc  because  he  is  white,  and  the  parent  or  master  is  or- 
dinarily entitled  to  it.    The  discusMonof  these  topics  Is 
at  all  limes  unpleasant,  and,  in  this  iiistaoc^ -it  is  wholly 
ininccessar}'  and  gratuitous.    So  far  as  my  information 
has  extended,  those  in  the  non-slave  holding  States  have 
for  their  brethren  in  the  South  the  kindest  feelings  ;  tbejr 
consider  slavery  to  be  a  national  evil,  and  are  diqiosed  to 
relieve  the  country  from  it,  so  far  as  meets  the  acquies- 
cence  of  the  slave-holder,  and  no  farther.   The  rentle- 
inan  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  LiTiiresTon]  has  said,  that  tbe 
amount  of  money  involved  in  bit  amendment  is  of  no  im- 
portance t  ifscH  there  is  no  necessity  of  adopting  it:  for 
no  nrin<»ple  is  involved  which  need  alarm  his  feam  )  and, 
if  there  is  any  ground  to  apprehend  danger  fhuB  any 
quarter,  it  is  to  be  found  in  his  argument,  and  not  in  the 
report. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  The  gentleman  says  I  have  mis. 
understood  tlie  Committee,  and  that  they  do  ooosidsr 
slaves  as  property.  Well  sir,  if  so  why  have  they  net 
allowed  compensation  for  their  injury  i   But^  hare  I 

in>«in/lM«trwwl  thd  flnmmItlA<>  ^     Hsva    thMr  not  can^ 


misundentood  the  Committee  ^  Have'  they  not  car^ 
fully  employed,  throughout  their  report,  in  every  ease 
(but  one)  where  tliey  speak  of  (he  slave  of  M.  D'Aute- 
rive  the  word  servant,  and  carefully  avoided  the  word 
slave  ?  [Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  report.]  Now,  the 
gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Committee  have  no  where 
said  that  a  slave  is  not  property. 

But  they  have  said  expressly,  that  ihey  have  not  been 
considered  by  Uie  Government  as  property  which  ought 
to  be  paid  for  when  taken  for  public  use.  And  tlie  ad- 
dition to  the  phrase  in  which  it  is  said  that  they  are  not 
properly,  cannot  qualify  it  so  as  to  lessen  the  effect  of 
that  allegation,  and  the  sentence  has  precisely  the  same 
meaning  as  if  it  had  read  thus  :  "Slaves  have  nerer 
been  considered  by  the  Goveniment  as  property,  and 
therefore  are  nut  to  be  paid  for."  If  they  are  propcity, 
of  any  description  whatever,  ihey  must  be  paid  for  when 
taken  for  public  use.  Tlie  Constitution  makes  no  dis* 
tinction.  It  embraces  all  private  property,  whatever 
nature.  If  Congress  could  distinguish,  and  say,  this  me- 
cies  of  private  property  shall  be  compensated  bx,  that 
sliall  nut,  tiie  provision  of  tbe  Constitution  wouM  be 
nugatory,  and  creiy  species  of  property  might,  in  ita 
turn,  become  MM  subject  of  an  exception.  We  must, 
then,  aigue  upon  the  report,  not  upon  the  explanation 
of  it,  given  by  one  of  the  members  who  made  it. 

But,  should  we  adopt  this  explanatios.  Is  the  difflcul- 
ty  removed  >  I'he  same  injustice,  the  same  injury,  the 
same  danger  remains.  He  says,  they  are  not  denied  to 
be  property,  but  tliey  have  a  peculiar  quaUty  attached 
to  them,  which  exonerates  the  United  States  from-  the 
obligation  of  paying  for  them,  when  tbey  are  taken  for 
the  puWic  sen-ice.  What  this  circumstance  he  doea 
nut  explain  %  but,  to  say  any  thing  of  this  nature  exists,  is 
to  take  from  this  species  of  properly  one  of  those  quah- 
ties  which  cunstitales  iu  chief  vsiuct   Property  that  may 
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betftken  by  tlie  public,  without  any  obligation  of  com* 
peiuatin?  for  it  is  to  make  the  owner  r  holder  at  will  t 
iind,  besides  its  unconstitutionality,  is  an  absurdity  in 
terms.  The  holder  is,  then,  no  lunger  the  owner,  but 
the  mere  possessor  at  the  pleasure  of  another,  who  may, 
at  pleaaurr,  deprive  him  of  his  possession.  Nor  ia  the 
dimcolty  lesiened  by  layinr,  a;^  I  tliink,  has  been  done, 
that  slaves  cannot  be  lawfully  impressed  into  the  public 
service.  The  act  of  seizing-  any  property  for  pubhc  use, 
is  founded  on  necessity.  It  is  a  wrongful  act,  for  which 
compensation  is  due,  and  the  Constitution  declares  that 
this  compensation  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  given.  If  we 
My*  then,  that  no  compensation  is  due,  where  the  taking 
was  ill'  }p<t,  we  dechire  that  it  shall  not  be  afforded  in 
the  very  case  In  which  the  Constitution  directs  it  to  be 
ioade. 

The  report,  then,  whether  explained  according  to  the 
version  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  considered  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  meaning  of  its  terms,  asserts  either 
that  we  have  no  property  in  our  slaves,  or  that  it  may  be 
taken  from  us  without  compensation  i  either  of  wnich 
positions  are  too  injurious  to  our  interests,  and  too  sub- 
versive of  our  rights,  to  pass  without  «ni;nadvcrsion. 
Would  to  heaven,  sir,  that  any  other  construction  could 
be  put  on  this  proceeding  ;  most  gladly  would  I  adopt 
it !  but  it  is  too  plain,  too  psipable.  litery  slavc-itolder 
who  should  see ,  what  I  trust,  however,  be  will  never  see, 
its  confirmation  by  this  House,  would  consider  all  security 
for  hif  prMMrty  at  an  end,  and  he  would  justly  reproach 
those  to  whom  he  had  confided  his  interests,  with  a  base 
dereBction  of  duty,  were  it  to  pass  witliout  opposition. 
Once  establish  this  as  a  precedent  (  show  that  sUves, 
whether  they  be  considered  as  property^  or  not,  may  be 
taken  whenever  public  uiiUty  requires  it,  without  com- 
pensation, and  the  consequences  majr  easily  be  foreseen. 
There  are  those  who  probably  may  think  that  public  utili- 
ty may  be  promoted  by  taking  them  all. 

The  honoiable  member  from  Ohio  has  been  nleased 
to  say,  that  1  have  charged  the  eommittee  with  falsehood 
— he  is  under  an  ertoneuuB  impression.  I  was  not  guil- 
ty of  the  indecorum  v  hich  sucli  a  term  would  imply, 
nor  have  I,  in  any  manner,  insinuated  the  charge ;  but  1 
muBt  be  penmited  to  arraign  the  deductions  which 
would  deprive  one  of  my  constituents  of  his  property, 
and  endanger  the  best  interests  of  the  State  I  represent. 
Neither  have  1  appealed,  as  it  is  slated,  to  the  passions  of 
any  section  of  the  Union.    With  more  reason  might  I 


the  camp  ?  If  the  ox,  impressed  in  th«  service,  should 
be  killed,  compensation,  would  be  given  :  the  slave  is 
precisely  on  the  same  footing.  We  arc  toUl,  however, 
that  there  is  a  difference ;  that,  though  cattle  may  be 
impressed,  slaves  cannot  j  that  they  are  aomething  that 
is  property,  and  at  the  same  time  not  property.^  But  the 
gentleman  cannot  draw  any  intelligible  dittinclion  :  tbey 
are  either  property,  or  they  are  free. 

But  by  way  of  confinmi^  the  doctrine  he  has  advanc- 
ed, tlie  gentleman  resorts  to  precedents,  and  he  las 
quoted  a  siring  of  them,  to  the  number  of  five  or  ni. 
His  proposition  is,  that  slaves  are  not  to  be  put  on  the 
footing  of  property,  and  are  not  to  be  paid  for  lueh ; 
and  his  proof  Is,  that  persons  who  have  voluntarily  put 
their  slaves  in  the  public  service,  and  exrKMcd  then 
to  danger,  have  not  been  paid  for  them  if  lost !  Hov 
do  such  precedents  apply  to  a  case  where  the  slave  wu 
taken  and  impressed,  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  owner  > 
The  owners,  in  the  gentleman's  precedents,  ezpoied 
their  slaves  for  hire,  and,  in  so  doing,  calculated  the  risk* 
of  the  adventure,  and  took  them  on  himself.  But  tiiis  ii 
a  totally  dUfierent  case. 

There  is  another  reflection  which  I  am  bound  to  no- 
tice, lie  aslu,  shall  the  slave  holder  be  allowed  to  iUy 
at  home  and  fight  the  battles  ot  his  country  by  bis  slivnl 
No,  sir  !  But,  had  the  gentleman  been  present,  he 
would  hare  seen  that  no  one  stud  at  home  i  that  ns 
man  sheltered  himself  behind  the  body  of  his  slave.  To 
a  man,  the  free  inhabitants  &ccd  the  danger  where  it 
was  most  imminent  t  they  did  it  cheerfully,  succenfull/. 
No  slave  was  permitted  to  join  in  the  honorable  taA— 
he  was  taken  for  servile  labor  j  the  patriotic  duty  of  ft* 
pelling  the  enemy  was  performed  by  freemen,  snd 
they  performed  it  nobly.  The  ^ntleman's  expresiim 
implies  a  reflection  on  my  -constituents  which  they  do 
not  deserve,  and  which  I  cannot  peimit  to  pa«,  withwt 
remark.  , 
[Mr.  WHITTLESEY  rose  to  explain.  What  he  tad 
said,  was  meant  merely  as  applying  to  the  general  ar- 
gument, and  had  no  allusion  whatever  to  the  particular 
case  to  which  the  gentleman  applied  it.  He  had  new 
meant  for  a  moment,  to  aay,  that  the  alave  owners  sWd 
at  home  when  New  Orleann  was  attacked.  He  knew  tni 
facts  too  well  to  say  or  think  so.] 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  however  general  the  «q»rw- 
sion,  it  was  one  that  might  be  construed  into  an  unmeri- 
ted sarcasm  against  his  constituents,  which  be  was  th"*' 


complain  of  an  attempt  to  enlist  prejudice  against  me  fore  bound  to  notice.    He  was  happy,  however,  to  hear 


by  an  allegation  that  1  have  treated  a  committee  of  this 
House  with  disrespect.  Sir,  I  make  no  address  to  the 
.pasrions.  I  demand  strict  justice  and  constitutional 
H^t — I  aalt  no  fa\or— and  if  the  consequence  of  deny- 
ing this  right,  and  adopting  the  principles  of  the  report 
have  been  adverted  to,  ttiey  have  not  been  enforced  as 
they  might  have  been ;  because  they  could  not  but  ex- 
cite feeCngs  that  ought  to  be  suppressed.  This  case 
baa  been  asumilated  to  that  of  an  apprentice— but  there 
is  no  further  similarity  ttun  thb :  that,  if  the  apprentice 
be  below  the  age  for  aerving  id  the  miUtia,  and  he  should, 
notvrithrtanding,  be  forced  to  aerre,  the  master  would 
be  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  time  t  but 
if  the  age  of  service  should  arrive  before  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship,  the  claim  of  the  country  must  be 
preferred  t  the  master  knew,  when  he  took  the  ap- 
prentice, that  he  was  Uable  to  be  called  on  at  a  certain 
a«e,  ami  it  must  have  entered  into  the  eonuderatton  of 
the  contract.  But  both  tlie  apprentice  and  master  are 
free  citizens,  bable  to  be  called  on  for  the  defence  of 
their  country  (  and,  enjoying  the  benefit  of  that  for 
which  they  fight,  each  must  take  the  risque,  and  nei- 
ther is  entitled  to  compensaton.  But  what  application 
can  this  have  to  a  slave  who,  while  his  master  is  serving 
in  the  ouUiis,  is  taken  by  force  to  do  the  drudgery  tA 


that  nothing  of  this  kind  was  intended.  He  once  more 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  tp  the  aerious  oonie- 
quences  of  confirming  ti»e  repoit.  Allow  the  "* 
said,  and  you  do  no  more  tbao  justice  i  reject  it  on  these 
principles,  and  you  shake  the  Union. 

Mr.  FORT  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
to  the  notice  of  tlie  House  a  single  fact.  The  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  hail  put  the  matter  on  its  true  foot- 
ing. If  this  slave  had  been  impressed  and  losf,  tbat^ 
who  impressed  him  must  be  held  to  pay.  This  prineipK* 
so  far  from  never  having  been  ncknowle^fed  or  "Ctedup- 
on  by  this  Government,  had  been  expressly  acknovMg'- 
ed  and  acted  upon  in  a  very  memoi«ble  instance.  The 
gentieman  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  said,  that  pay- 
ment had  never  been  made  by  this  Govemiaentfor 
lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  precedents  to  P"*''^'7 
but  of  all  the  casea  cited  by  the  gentieman,  only 
any  bearing  on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  es* 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in  the  Kr* 
vice,  was  not  certainly  proved  to  liave  been  the  cause  oi 
his  death  ;  but  it  was  this  doubt  only  that  was  the  tnie  res- 
son  why  the  alave  had  not  been  paid  for,  and  ^J^^ 
doubt  whether  the  slave  was  to  be  reckoned  as  propert)r. 
But  the  instance  to  which  he  had  at  first  alluded, 
one  Uiat  coukl  not  be  denied  or  doubted.  Ia  var  'n» 
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ty  with  Great  Britain,  thia  Government  openly  claims 

Eayipent  for  slaves  forcibly  tak«nftway»  and  the  claim 
as  been  allowed,  and  lar^  sums  pal-i  by  the  British 
Oovernmenl  on  this  very  pnnciple.  If  this  is  not  an  ac- 
knawlednnent  of  the  pnnciple  by  this  Government,  I 
»m  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  can  be  ;  and  surely  our 
own  Government  is  as  much  bound  by  it  at  the  Govern- 
ment  of  a  foreign  country. 

Hr.  McCOY,  (of  the  Committee  ofClaims^  said,  that 
this  was  a  delicate  subject,  and  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing tJut  the  argvntent  of  the  gentleman  fro-^  Louisiana 
was,  in  its  practical  tendency,  more  injurioos  to  tlie  in- 
terest of  the  Southern  States  than  that  advocated  by  the 
Committee.    Tlie  Government,  (said  Mr.  McC.)  does 
not  pretend  any  legal  right  to  take  and  use  this  species 
of  property,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  coerce  its  employ- 
ineiit.    He  was  one  of  those  who  would  not  willingly 
.have  a  single  sLive  in  or  about  the  Anny  at  all.  He 
thought  our  aoldiera  should  all  be  freemen.    That  Go- 
vernment in  its  treatment  of  slaves  considered  them  as 
■omething  more  than  property.    The  Constitution  does 
the  san)e~it  considers  them  not  only  as  property,  but 
as  persons  also.    The  Government  lias  no  authority 
whatever  to  call  slaves  into  the  public  military  service. 
There  may  be  justice  in  some  cases  in  allowing  for  their 
loss  :  but  he,  for  one,  had  rather  see  all  the  slave  owners 
of  the  South  suffer  some  loss  than  grant  claims  of  lh>s 
kind,  and  thus  sanction  the  principle  that  Government 
has  s  ri^it  to  impress  slaves  into  the  service.    He  knew 
tliat  the  States  ui  which  this  kind  of  propery  existed 
bad  their  own  laws,  by  which  slaves  were  made  proper- 
ty in  the  most  complete  sense  of  that  term.   But  these 
were  not  laws  of  the  General  Government.    The  Gov- 
ernment has  no  control  over  slaves — and  he  would  rather 
lose  a  slave  entirely  than  admit  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment had  a  ri^t  to  take  it.    So  far  was  the  Government 
from  pretendmg  to  this,  or  admitting  the  principle  now 
contended  for,  when  the  law  of  1816  made  provisions  for 
properly  lost  in  the  late  war,  a  gentleman  from  one  of 
tl4e  Southern  States  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
went  to  include  this  species  of  property  with  other  des. 
ciiptions  of  it:  but  nie  House,  on  full  conuderation, 
.rejected  the  amendment.    This  &ct  had  a  strong  influ* 
ence  on  the  decision  of  the  Committee  uf  Claims.  They 
.t«ok  the  law  of  1816  as  their  guide — and  they  found  plea- 
sure in  thus  being  able  to  avoid  the  decision  of  the  ab- 
stract question.    The  subject  bad  not  been  lightly  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,    lie  would  not,  however,  go 
ftrther  into  the  atvumeot.   The  House  wdLknew  he 
was  not  in  the  baoit  of  talking,  and  he  would  conclude 
by  reputing  his  conviction  that  tlie  House  would  do 
more  injury  to  the  slave-holding  States,  by  sanctioning 
the  principle  that  the  Genend  Government  have  the 
right  to  impress  a  alare,  tiuM  by  refusing  the  present 
amendment. 

Mr.  OWEN,  of  Alabama,  thought  (bat,  instead  of  che- 
rishing a  wish  to  avoid  the  question  involved  in  the 
amendment,  it  wa^  on  the  contrary,  very  deniable  that 
It  should  be  fully  presented  for  decimon.  Let  it  be  oon- 
.aidered,  let  it  be  fully  debated,  and  let  it  be  finally  acted 
on.  He  thought  somewhat  differently  from  hia  honora- 
ble friend  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the  present  case,  not 
presenting  all  the  points  necessary  to  ensure  a  full  and 
comet  investigation :  but  if  the  fhcta  are  as  stated  by  the 
member  from  Louiriana,  and  not  contested  by  the  nwm> 
ber  {ram  Ohto.  then  the  case  is  fully  made  out  t  but  be 
Apprehended,  iiaving  once  paid  some  altentioi)  to  this 
question,  that  the  record  evidence  will  not  support  the 
issue  proper  to  be  tnade.  But,  yielding  in  this  my 
opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  that  of 
others,  and  inasmuch,  too,  as  this  point  is  not  contested 


cotintry,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  all  the  mate- 
rial &ct9  sustain  the  issue. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  amount  uf  compensation  Is 
uncertain,  the  amount  of  damage  resting  alone  on  the 
opinions  of  two  persons.  All  oMeetlons  on  this  point 
snotild  be  yielded,  when  it  is  recoUected  that  the  sum  ia 
fixed  by  the  declarations  of  disinterested  neighbors  and 
respectable  men,  upon  oath,  duly  administerea  by  a  com- 
petent officer  ;  ana  to  this  add  the  certificate  of  a  phy- 
sician, more  particularly  describing  the  wounds  received, 
and  agreeing  with  the  witnesses  as  to  the  quantum  ot 
damage. 

I  did  prefer  that  another  case,  which  had  heretofbre 
been  before  the  Hwtse,  and  which  must  again  be  before 
it,  should  have  been  the  one  on  which  this  discussion 
should  have  arisen;  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  member 
iroin  Louisiana  lias  thought  otherwise  ;  and  that  it  wa^ 
his  duty  to  go  fully  into  the  discussion  at  this  time,  and 
on  the  case  now  before  the  committee  ;  and,  u  before 
remarked,  the  member  from  Ohio  had  met  and  discuased 
it  as  presented,  1  shall  not,  therefore,  change  it  :  T  will, 
therefore,  take  for  granted  that  (he  claim  is  baaed  upon 
the  facts  that  the  petitioner  owned  the  slave  ;  that  he  was 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Government ;  that  in 
that  service  the  dam^e  claimed  was  actually  sustained. 
The  point  then  1^  whether  this  be  such  property  as  con- 
templated in  the  Constitution,  the  conversion  of  wfeich 
to  **  public  use,"  calls  for  "  just  compensation."  Gentle- 
men tell  us  that  there  is  something  alarming  In  the  dis- 
cuHsion  of  this  question.  I  tell  the  gentlemen,  in  reply, 
that  if  there  be  something  alarming  in  it,  the  greater  is 
the  necessity,  and  the  more  imperious  is  the  duty  to  in- 
vestigate and  Bnally  decide  it.  If  it  be  an  unsettled 
question,  and  there  exists  danger,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary, in  approachingit,  the  propriety  is  obvious  of  haV- 
mg  a  speedy  determination  of  it  {  therefore,  this  is  the 
proper  time  for  discussion  ;  for  when  can  there  be  a 
more  auspicious  moment  ?  The  moment  is  suspicious, 
beeause  it  is  now  brought  before  us  ;  and  what  can  be 
^ined  by  avoiding  it }  It  is  due  to  ourselves  not  to 
shrink  from  the  discharge  of  duty,  whetlier  pleasant  or 
punful  in  its  perfbrmance.  Its  very  character  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  People  of  this  Union  to  it,  and  it  is 
due'to  their  good  sense,  it  is  due  to  their  repose,  and  to 
the  prosperity  of  all,  not  to  a  portion  only,  that  It  should 
be  met,  and  calmly  and  thorijughly  investigated  and  de- 
cided. 

I  slnll,  therefore,  proceed,  not  fearing  nor  anticipating 
consequences.  And,  sir,  could  it  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress for  sdjudication  or  legislative  regulation,  whether 
the  slave  was  the  property  of  the  master  or  not,  I  coutd 
■readihr  concdve  that  the  most  appalling  consequences 
woultl  ever  attend  its  progress  heie  ;  and,  sir,  though  I 
have  all  the  confidence  tliat  patriotism  can  demand,  in 
the  action  of  this  House  or  of  Congress,  acting  within  its 
legitimate  sphere  of  delegated  powers,  yet,  sir,  the  very 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would  destroy  that  con- 
fidence. It  matters  not  that  this  step  dioiiid  be  on  a 
point  connected  with  this  particular  class  of  rights,  deli- 
cate as  it  has  ever  been  considered,  and  on  which  the 
jealousy  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  People  of  this  coun- 
try is  properly  excited,  or  whether  it  should  be  on  any 
other.  The  first  act  of  assumed  uneonstituiiotial  right 
hsre,  is  in  violation  of  the  charter  that  binds  us  together, 
and  therefore  becomes  a  usurpation  i  and  any  usurpation 
is  alarming,  whether  in  this  Government  or  any  other, 
but  more  especially  in  this. 

Is,  ther,  the  question  to  be  raised  here,  whether  this 
class  of  people  is  property  ?  Sir,  it  cannot,  nor  will  not, 
I  hope,  be  gravely  asked  or  answered  {  and  to  my  mind 
it  is  only  involved  by  your  granting  the  indetnnity,  or  by 


ly  your  granting  the  indemnity,  or  b; 

in  the'  report,  I  will  assume,  Uiat  all  that  is  requirite  is  I  your  refusal  of  it.  If  granted  incidentally,  it  is  decided  j 
embraced  t  and  when  the  decision  has  gone.fi>rtn  to  the)  though  intrinsically  you  gave  no  greater  validity  to  a 
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y  perfect  and  complete  :  but  if  refused,  you 
im  a  portion  of  the  People  of  thb  Union,  that 

have  repeatedly  frranted  to  another  portion 
:  the  fiflh  article  of  the  amendments  of  the 
I  from  having  du«.  force  and  execution  \  for, 
hingf,  it  declares,  '*nor  shall  private  property 
r  public  use,  withoat  jubt  compensation."  If 
hw  "just  compensation,"  we  must  either  say 
late  tlie  Constitution,  or  else  you  decide  that 
>t  property.  Are  you  then  prepared  to  make 
n  ?  I  think  not.  And,  although  the  member 
Ti«ly  insists  that  staves  are  peraons;  yet  he 
rly  denied  that  persons  may  not  be  property, 
it  we  look  to,  to  ascertain  what  is  or  wTiat  la 
f  y  It  is  to  law  \  it  is  the  creature  of  the  law  ; 
etent  aiuhority  provides  that  persons  are  pro- 
instantly  become  so.    Such  is  the  principle 

this  question.  Slaves  are  property  by  law 
Bs  can  neither  enforce  nor  avoid  ;  it  can  nei- 
,  nor  diminish,  the  right  vested  in  the  master 
Fctive  Stales  within  which  thu  people  exist, 
becomes  our  duty  ?  Is  it  not  that  we  ilHMlld 
1  this  in(]uiry,  and  look  alone  to  the  acts  of 
States,  cither  in  their  constitutional  form  of 
,  or  in  their  statutory  provisions  ?  Unques 
1  w  ill.  You  cannot,  therefore,  if  disposed  so 
le  that  the  slave  is  not  the  property  of  the 
rlain  Slates  ofthis  confederacy  ;  but  you  can 
e  acts  of  thoae  States  which  stamp  the  cha- 
lie  slave  is  to  bear.    The  States,  ihereforc, 

0  grant  you  the  power,  before  you  can  exer- 
hl.  I  will  take  this  as  my  position  on  which 
decision  of  this  question  j  and  I  had  tliought 
iber  from  Ohio,  even,  would  have  given  me, 
Jast,  the  sanction  of  Ills  opinion  ;  but  I  think 
dcti,  to  some  extent,  even  to  approach  it. 

not  greatly  mistaken,  the  cunceuaion  of  this 

1  essential  to  the  prcserv&liuii  of  any  species 
lelonging  to  the  citizens  of  one  State,  as  well 
f  any  other.  The  right  to  the  horses,  carts, 
rain,  of  I  non-slaveliolding  State,  is  secured 
:tpal  regulations  of  such  SUte  ;  of  these  they 
prived  without  indemnity.  If,  then,  the  laws 
>em  Slates  (say  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 

please)  have  made  no  distinclion  between 
f  their  citizens  relative  to  slaves,  and  other 
ely  chattels,  how  can  Congress  nutke  it  ?  In 
tnce  before  you,  you  propose  to  pay  for  the 
se  of  the  petitioner,  and  refuse  to  make  in- 
tlieir  driver.  The  laws  of  Louisiana  secure 
IS  as  completely  their  right  to  their  slaves  as 
leir  carts  and  horses,  or  any  species  of  pro- 
t  riglit  have  you,  then,  to  draw  a  distiAcbon  ^ 
Ilia  question  is  where  it  should  be  %  permit 
and  your  Government  is  firm  upon  its  basis  ; 
d  the  consequences  I  need  not  here  present 
.  Sir,  if  it  availed  any  thing,  I  would  mo&t 
gle  my  regrets  of  the  existence  of  this  blot 
»itcheon.  Ay,  ur,  I  would  call  it  the  curse 
ity.  But  I  would  stop  here.  1  would  not, 
usiasta  of  the  day,  declaim  against  that  which 
nedied,  and  thereby  render  atilt  more  heavy 
they  profess  to  aUeviate.  If  contentment 
foundation  for  happiness,  to  distui  b  a  peace 
t  the  province  of  a  philanthropist.  Idle, 
;l  be  the  attempt,  if  resorted  to  here,  of  ex- 
ilave  owner  in  odious  colors.  The  intelli- 
ige  in  which  we  live,  woukl  recur  to  causes 
rond  Uie  means  of  even  the  fathers  of  the 
■atiuii  to  avert,  that  fixed  upon  tbat  people 
II  this  hemisphere  ;  and  so  far  from  detract- 
inues,  or  reli|pon,  if  you  please,  of  the  pre- 
n  master,  the  present  mode  of  treatment  to- 


wards that  people,  that  universally' pfevaila  in  the  South- 
em  States,  does  more  credit  tp  the  hunun  heart,  and 
gives  a  stronger  practical  result  towards  the  ametioratioo 
of  their  cnndition,  than  all  the  theories  nntingly  pro- 
claimed by  the  zeiUou  <^  the  day,  whose  voice  is  heinl 
every  wtiere,  but  whose  judgment  wA  difcretUm  ueseea 
no  where. 

This  digression  will  find  its  apology  in  the  declaration 
tauntingly  made,  "that  white  bleod  was  worth  •om^ 
thing."  The  whites  of  the  South,  in  all  the  stnigglci 
that  this  nation  has  had  to  encounter,  have  never  been 
found  wanting  ;  tlieir  blood  has  so  fively  flown,  that  to 
them  it  might  be  said  they  gave  no  value  to  "  wlule 
blood!"  Sir,  whenever  danger  threatened,  they  never 
calculated  the  cost  \  property,  comfort,  life — all  have 
been  freely  offered  on  the  altar  of  their  country's  rirfiU. 
This,  air  is  no  boon  to  the  diivalry  and  patriotism  of  the 
South  (  you  cannot  recur  to  any  portion  of  the  history  of 
this  country,  where  their  deeds  are  not  recorded,  sad 
their  disinterestedness  has  ever  been  proverbial.  , 

But  to  recur  to  the  question.    We  are  told  that  there 
ik  no  authority  to  impress  a  slave  ;  that  it  is  in  violatian 
of  law  t  that  this  is  a  species  of  property  above  the  )■«> 
1  grant  it,  sir,  and  the  very  same  principle  I  clsioi  u 
equally  applicable  to  any  description  of  private  property. 
Can  gentlemen  point  me  to  a  code  of  law  reguhoin^  im- 
pressments?   None  such  exists.  The  very  term  indicate* 
its  character.    Its  law  is  power,  and  its  action  necesnt)'. 
U  is  not,  t\or  ever  can  be,  based  upen  right ;  and  ^ 
very  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  have  befsre  n- 
cited,  gives  not  the  right,  bnt  recognizes  the  power,  ind 
enforces  remuneration.    This  clause  was  not  ir.grifted 
into  the  Constitution,  to  delrgate  to  the  Ftderal  GoTcro- 
ment  a  power  nut  previously  puswssetl,  but  to  compel  the 
fulfilment  of  the  demands  of  justice — a  power  inberentm 
all  Governments  from  neceuity  called  into  actk>D.  AC 
Governments  daim  the  power,  4iut  few  grant  the  inden- 
nily  :  ours,  based  upon  principles  of  stern  justice,  pro- 
vided for  the  indemnity,  in  its  fundamental  uw,  but  left 
as  it  ever  should  be  left— the  regulation  of  the  power  to 
be  controlled  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case  \  and  theie 
never  should  be  less  than  the  sternest  necessity.  ^  Sir,  sl> 
impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  impressment  is  s  U«- 
pass  against  individual  right  t  neccasity,  therefore,  b*" 
cornea  the  law,  and  its  operation  sliuuld  only  be,  when  lot 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  it  becomes  necessfry  to  sacntice 
individual  mterest.    Sir,  in  the  case  before  you,  I  cannot 
anticipate  a  denial  of  the  existence  of  such  necessity :  if 
it  ever  did  exist  any  where,  it  surely  did  exist  on  tnii 
occa^on.    The  case  then  is  made  out  t  the  strong  arm 
of  the  Government  has  been  exerted  to  take  from_  a  [)"■ 
vate  citizen  hb  individual  property.    Can  your  jushce 
deny  the  compensation  which  your  power  enables  you  to 
withhold  !  Hie  impressment  was  from  necessity  \  the  in- 
demnity is  from  the  law.    Sir,  I  can  never  believe,  when 
a  case  is  presented  as  this  is,  in  this  Government  of  de- 
fined rights  and  limited  powers,  thai  any  doubt  can  exbt 
of  the  nature  of  the  decision  t  and  I  think  1  nxj  dum 
the  co-operation  of  the  member  fVom  Ohio,  u  I  think  he 
has  conceded,  if  the  claim  was  for  property,  even  Uw 
species,  if  he  could  consider  tills  so,  would  grant  the  in- 
demnity. 

IMr.  WHITTLESEY  interposed,  and  denied  havinj 
made  such  admission.] 

Mr.  O.  said,  I  am  sorry  to  have  miBunder8to<Kl,  and 
certainly  did  not  intend  to  misrepresent  the  gentlemsn. 
I'he  House,  therefore,  is  called  upon  to  decide  the  que*- 
lion.  And,  sir,  if  the  House  can,  this  country  will  not, 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  prayer  of  this  petitioner,  and  »sy  to 
him,  it  is  true  your  slave  was  seized  without  your  consent, 
which  inflicted  on  you  a  loss,  but  we  had  the  power  s 
commit  the  act,  and  our  justice  does  not  compel  us  t»  >■<' 
demnify  you.  lliis  would  surely  be  at  war  with  any  thiiV 
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th>t  lias  hitherto  beco  done  by  the  Gorefiuncnt  of  the*e 
United  Stitei. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  if  tbe  States  make  »o.  distinction  be- 
tween slaves  and  utlier  property,  you  bare  no  right  to 
make  aj:iy  ;  you  have  no  right  to  refuM  indemnity  ;  you 
are  bound  to  grant  it.  Btit  we  are  told  that  Congress 
has  heretofore  purposely  avoided  the  discufsion  ot  this 
question.  1  am  anxious  that  it  should  never  be  aT<u,ded 
again.  If  it  ia  an  unsettled  question  in  this  country,  it  is 
full  time  that  it  was  setitcd.  I  cannot  see,  therefore, 
why  this  is  not  a  proper  period  for  its  settlement,  and  I 
demand  it  at  the  hands  frf*  tliia  Goremment  I  therelbre 
appeal  to  tlits  House  to  make  this  indemnity  t  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  pardon  rae  wlieu  I  say  that  his 
airing  of  precedents  is  nuhappily  ^elected  %  none  but  one 
has  any  tlie  remotest  application  :  to  those,  however, 
the  gentleman  fnim  Louisiana  has  replied.  The  last  men- 
tioned one  was  the  case  of  tlie  slare  from  Kentucky  im- 
luesKd,  put  to  labor  in  the  mud,  and  died  ;  the  damages 
determined  by  titc  committee  to  be  *'  consequential," 
therefore  the  Government  not  liable.  This  precedent 
ought  not  io  be  regarded ;  the  slave  was  impressed  ;  the 
impressment  caused  bim  to  be  put  in  the  mud,  the'  mud 
caused  his  death  i  whi^  is  then  the  cooelasion  i  1  need 
not  draw  it. 

I  do  hope  that  we  will  act,  and  that  we  will  justly  and 
constitutionally  decide  this  point :  if  thuk  decided,  all  will 
be  rigfat,  ifolneiwise,  the  "damages  will  be  conaequen- 
tial." 

Mr.  HtlTCHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he  1>«<1 
not  fully  understood  the  case  for  wliich  (his  bill  is  to  pro- 
vide.  i:lie  gentleman  trum  Alabama  had  expressed 
some  doubt  as  to  the  main  fact,  which,  was  ibe  impress- 
ment of  the  slave.  This  Mr.  M.  coaudered  as  the  point 
An  which  the  deduoo  must  turn.  If  GoTemment  tm- 
jireased  the  slare,  Guvernntent  most  pay  for  his  loss  of 
time,  but,  if  his  master  voluntarily  took  him  into  the 
ranks,  he  must  submit  to  the  loss.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  bill  might  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  ill  order  that  fuUer  tealimony  as  to  the  main  point 
might  be  exhibited  to  that  committee.  '  As  matters  now 
lioud,  ^Btlemen  seemed  to  him  to  be  aiguing  about  a 
case  wbicli  was  rather  imagined  than  proved.  To  argue 
with  any  effect,  they  must  have  all  the  necessary  bets 
fint  clearly  ascertained.  And  to  thb  end,  he  moved  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill. 

£Tlie  CHAIUMAN  decided  that  such  a  motion  could 
not  be  received  tilt  th£  Committee  of  the  Whulc  had 
risefi  and  reported.] 

Ur.  STKONti  said,  (hat  he  had  risen  for  tlie  purpose 
of  recurring  to  a  fact,  in  legislation,  which  aeemed  to 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  gentlemen.  It  was  a  singu- 
)ar  cii-cumstance  in  relation  to  our  sUve  population,  that, 
up  to  the  year  1814,  there  was  no  law  wluch  protected 
them  from  military  service.  Previous  to  that  year,  tlic 
law  of  enlistment  permitted  officers  to  enrol  •*  effective 
able  bodied  men,"  but,  in  December,  1814,  the  hw  was 
iJunged,  and  since  that  time  none  may  be  eidiste^  but 
*frree  eflective  able  bodied  men.**  Before  that. time 
riaves  might  be  enlisted,  but  since  that  time  they  cannot. 
The  inference  is  of  deep  interest  to  all  the  slave-holding 
.States.  If  it  be  a  fair  inference  from  what  he  had  stat- 
ed, that  the  intendment  uf  our  previous  Legislatures  bad 
been  that  slaves  should  form  a  peculiar  species  of  pre- 

Eerty,  which  was  placed  without  the  reach  of  military 
,w,  so  that  Uiey,  Uke  horsM,  oxen,  and  other  chattel^ 
mi^t  not  be  Ukon  for  miliury  use  t  then  the  explana- 
loty  statute  of  1814  would  lose  its  effect,  if  the  doctrine, 
now  advanced  by  gentlemen,  in  support  of  this  bill,  was 
to  be  admitted.  If  «ioh  was  their  wish,  if  they  did  in- 
tend to  put  this  species  of  properly  over,  within  the 
reach  of  the  militiiy  power  of  the  United  Slates  so  be 
jt>   (t  wa«  for  them  lo  judge  of.   This  ww  the  great 


question  involved  in  the  present  disoussion  :  Shalt  slave 
property,  like  horses  and  oxen,  be  placed  without  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  military  government  or  hot  '   Jf  the 

S^ntleman  take  the  former  ground  and  agree  to  pay  for 
e  loss  of  (his  slave,  tlien  the  whole  mass  of  slave  .popu- 
lation is  put  within  the  reach  of  the  Government.  For 
himself,  he  did  not  now  say  that  he  did  not  agree  to  take 
ei^er  of  these  courses. 

The  analogy  in  the  Constitution  between  slaves  and 
horses,  and  other  cattle,  was,  that  it  was  property  which 
could  not  be  taken  by  the  United  States,  and  if  this  be 
settled,  and  a  slave  is  iUegally  seized  and  impressed  by 
ft  military  officer,  tiie  owner  must  look  fur  his  remedy 
not  to  the  United  States  Government,  for  it  never  sanc- 
tioned ^e  impressment,  but  to  the  individual  oflicer  who 
had  impressed  the  riave  without  its  authority.  He,  and. 
he  alone,  is  responsible  for  the  act  He  repeated  tliat 
the  great  question  fur  gentlemen  now  to  consider,  wa^ 
whether  slaves  ^all  or  shall  not  be  turned  over  to  the 
miniary  power  of  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  contributing  to  any  excitement  which  the  de- 
bate might  have  occasioned :  for,  if  the  question  was 
really  a  difficult  and  critical  one,  (which  he  did  not  per- 
ceive) it  ought  only  to  be  approached  with  a  greater  de- 
gree of  calmness  and  deliberation. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  Congress  is 
about  to  dedde  (,whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  claim 
before  you,)  whether  slaves  be  property  or  not  j  be- 
cause, so  long  as  this  Confederacy  lasts,  and  the  Consti- 
tution that  created  it.  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle 
any  such  question,  and  there  is  an  end  erf  the  argument. 
The  question,  therefore,  before  the  House,  is  not  whe- 
ther ^aves  be  property  or  not,  because  the  mere  state- 
ment of  the  pro|xisition  involves  an  absurdity  in  its  terms ; 
but  whether  there  be  any  thing  in  this  peculiar  species 
of  property  which  should  deprive  iu  ownen  of  a  just 
claim  to  indemnity,  wh«i  injured  or  detiroyed  in  the 
public  service. 

To  sustain  the  negative  of  this  question,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  precedent^  nearly 
all  of  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  considered  as  iiwpplicable- 
For  it  would  be  recollected,  in  the  case  he  had  cited,  in 
which  Congress  had  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
eitlicr  for  the  loss  or  for  injury  to  their  sUves  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  was  where  they  had  been  Uken  by  their 
masters  into  the  army  as  ilieir  servants,  for  which  (heir 
owners  received  a  full  equivaJeni  in  pay,  clothing,  and 
subsistence,  with  a  peneot  understanding  of  the  ride 
which  their  slaves  were  to  encounter.  But  (his  does  not 
touch  the  question  of  coercive  impressment,  made  of  a 
slave,  not  as  a  soldier,  but  as  a  laborer,  precisely  as  any 
domestic  animal  or  implemenU  of  husbandi-y  might  be 
taken  for  the  public, use.  Claims  of  this  description 
could,  in  his  view  of  ti.e  subject,  be  paid  without  atiirm- 
ing  any  power  of  tlie  Federal  Government  to  enlist  or 
to  make  coeroive  levies,  by  way  of  conscriptiun,  of  the 
slaves  of  the  South.  Un  the  contrary,  he  thought  the 
payment  of  this  claim  sustained  the  converse  of  (his  pro- 
position, and  pro»ed  that  tlie  Government  hud  no  con- 
trol over  slaves  as  military  persons ;  but  took  thcin  lur 
the  mere  purposes  of  labor,  as  property,  and,  for  (heir 
use  or  injury,  Uieir  ownen  were  lo  be  paid  in  this  light 
alone. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlbsht,]  need 
feel  no  apprehension,  and  may  reserve,  for  i»me  ether 
occasion,  the  sympathy  lie  has  kindly  offered  i  because, 
as  he  supposes,  tlie  people  of  the  South  would  be  alarm- 
ed at  any  thing  which  looked  like  a  recognition  of  (lie 
doctrine  that  the  Federal  Government  had  any  miiilHiy 
power  over  the  slaves  in  (his  Union-  We  know  well 
enough  that  no  such  power  will  ever  be  exercised,  either 
by  enrstmeat  or  compulsory  levies  i  but  we  know  tbatt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GALKS  6?  SEATON»S  tlEGiSTER 


913 


Cate  of.Marigny  ly^uterive. 


[Jab.  4,  1S38. 


I  those  cues  in  which  we  should  be  most  wiU 
r  slaves  shall  be  used,  their  labor  will  and 
e  coerced  into  the  public  service,  and  that  is 
factual  invasion.  No  matter  what -abstract 
ou  may  settle  here,  or  what  may  be  the  le^is- 
is  House,  you  cannot  control  the  over-rultn^ 
of  war. 

an  eiiemy  was  to  land  at  the  moutli  of  the 
Itiver,  at  l^rbee  Island,  for  example,  and  the 

a  temporary  work  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
ited  to  save  the  cuimtry,  and  that  this  work 
:o  be  effected  in  su(B<uent  time  by  the  labor 
S8  in  its  neighborhooJ,  what  commander,  fit 
usted  with  the  defence  of  a  country,  would 
coerce  th^ir  labor  into  the  public  service  if  it 
sluntarily  contributed  ?  This  would  not  be  a 
luittitioH  for  troops,  but  an  impressment  of  pro- 

he  public  use,  and  would  grow  out  of  that 
ssity,  which  is  superior  to  all  law^  and  forms 
sivilians  call  the  eminent  dinnaini  wbicb  be- 
1  GovernmentSf  aitd  Is  founded  on  the  irresis- 
e  and  impulse  of  self  preservation. 
,  WG  maintain  that  you  can  indemnify  an  owner 
I  or  injury  of  his  slave  in  the  public  service, 

ablishinff  the  position  that  you  are  entitled  to 
:s  of  the  slave  under  all  military  exigencies 

arise.  We  do  not  say  that  in  principle  you 
right ;  but  We  do  aay  that,  whenever  in  point 
1  exercise  it,  by  taking  this  property  for  tbe 
,  we  are  entitled  to  indemnity}  and  we  are  wiU 
/e  the  occurrence  of  these  impressments  to 
ties  growing  out  of  an  invasion  ol  the  coun- 
e  exigencies  of  which  no  human  legislation 
e. 

d  from  Virginia  [Hr.  IUkbolpr,]  said,  a  day 
ce,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn< 
Ir.  8tkwa«t,3  had  eatablished  the  fallacy  of 
proverb,  that  there  was  nothing  new  under 
I  think  we  ahall  indeed  Elart  (iiAer  all  that 
:d  in  this  Confederacy,)  a  curious  novelty  on 
ion,  if  we  were  seriously  to  set  about  proving 
are  not  property — more  especially,  after  the 
every  okl  State  in  the  Union,  whether  South 
-■vcn  those  in  which  slavery  is  now  abolished. 
I  recent  as  the  late  war,  slave  owners  in  the 
ew  York,  on  the  enlistment  of  their  slaves  in 
,  considered  them  as  property,  and,  as  their 
ve  claimed  llieir  pay,  buunty,and  lands.  This 
be  said  tu  be  puslung  the  argument  to  an  ex- 
)  even  we  at  the  South  are  not  prefMred  to  go. 
it  matters  not  how  you  decide  this  qui-stion, 
to  the  injustice  you  may  do  to  the  individual 
)  the  case  before  you  :  for  I  maintain,  that,  let 
lion  be  what  it  may,  it  furnishes  no  legislative 
>  questions  tliat  are  put  by  the  Constitution  be- 

■  reach.  You  may  determine,  if  you  please, 
iijuries  done  to  this  species  of  property,  it  is 
It  to  aWvtii  indemnity ;  but  by  this  decision 
r  affirm  llie  uncontrolled  miliUi^  power  of  the 
invemment  over  slaves,  for  military  purposes, 
ite  even  a  mere  absl  ruction,  over  which  you 

have  not  the  slightest  power. 
lUTTLESEY  said,  it  was  important  for  the 

to  consider  what  was  the  real  question  before 
ic  gentlemen  who  supported  the  amendment 
■om  South  Carolina,  Hr.  Hamiltoh]  perwsted 
the  committee  determine  whether  slaves  are 

The  Committee  of  Claims  have  not  submit- 
uestion  by  their  report.  Its  discussion  and  de- 
rel'ore,  is  wholly  unnecessary.  Tlie  question 
e  adopt  the  amentlnient,  and  give  to  the  peti- 

■  an  injury  done  to  his  sUive,  a  sum  of  money 
:d  in  Ihe  bill  ?  AlUiough  the  gentlenuo  from 


Alabama  [Mr.  Oweit,]  seems  to  tliink  tbat  tbe  question 
whether  "  a  slave  is  property  or  not,"  is  not  necessarily 
raised  in  this  case  ;  still  he  maintains  that  this  is  an  au- 
spicious period  to  discuss  and  decide  it,  and  his  infer 
ence  ts,  that,  if  it  is  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the 
amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  and  the  money  contained 
in  it  is  to  be  paid.    When  this  case  was  tnvestigfated  by 
the  committee,  and  when  the  report  was  drawn,  that 
honorable  gentleman  was  himself  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittec  of  Claims  ;  and,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  if  his  recollec- 
tion did  not  greatly  mislead  him,  he  {Mr.  O.J  agreed  to 
the  report.    He  did  not  then  entertain  the  opinion,  that, 
on  the  abstmct  question,  slaves  were  property  ;  this  was 
a  case  where  relief  ou^lit  to  be  grauted.    Tlie  gentle, 
man  says,  I  have  not,  m  my  arg-umcnt,  admitted  tbat 
slaves  are  property  ;  for  his  gratification  I  will  admit, 
that,  for  certain  purposes,  they  arc  not  only  so  consider- 
ed, but  that  they  are  so  in  fact :  but,  when  I  make  this 
admission,  he  must  concede  that,  in  a  political  point  of 
view,  they  are  considered  to  be  something  more  than 
mere  property,  and  are  not  reduced  to  the  lerel  of  oxen 
and  horses,  where  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  hii 
placed  them,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  his  amendment. 
But,  with  this  admission,  it  dues  not  follow,  as  a  matter 
of  counte,  that  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  Committee  of  Clainu  have  uniformly  been  govern-, 
ed  by  the  principles  eatablished  by  the  law  of  tbe  9tb  of 
April,  1616,  and  tbeir  decinons  biTe  been  sustained  by 
the  House.   The  whole  subjeet,  when  tbe  bill  was  un- 
der considerJtion,  was  fully  discussed.    It  was  soon  after 
the  termination  of  tlie  war,  a  perioil  the  most  favunble 
to  do  ample  justice  to  those  who  had  SbH'ere'd  by  it. 
ttelief  is  granted  by  the  principles  of  that  law,  which,  it 
is  believed,  have  never  been  extended  to  the  sufferers  ia 
any  otlier  country'.    It  is  stated  by  the  gentleman  ften 
Virginia  [Mr.  McCox]  tbat  a  distinguished  member  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  PokSTTn]  offered  an  amendment  during 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  to  include  cases  similar  to  tbe 
one  now  before  the  committee,  which  amendment  was 
rejected.    Do  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  consequences 
which  must  follow  from  innovating  on  the  principles  heie- 
tofbre  established  ?   There  are  a  vast  number  of  cases, 
involving  immense  sums  of  money,  which  liave  been  re* 
jectad,  by  the  provisions  of  that  taw.    These  cases  will, 
all  of  them,  he  pressed  >|;ai»,  if  the  amendment  is  adopt- 
ed ;  and  they  are  equally  entitled  to  relief  with  the  one 
now  before  us.    There  are  cases  where  well  and  ele- 
gantly furnished  houses  were  occupied  by  our  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  the  furiuture  materially  injured  or  de- 
stroyed) as,  also,  where  other  pertonal  property  was 
taken,  for  which  no  reUef  lias  been  granted.   Are  gen- 
tlemen disposed  to  pay  these,  and  umilar  claims  t 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Fort]  Supposes  he 
furnishes  a  precedent  for  this  case,  in  the  provision  made 
ill  the  treaty  of  Ghent  i  wherein,  the"  British  Govern- 
ment stipulated  to  pay  fbr  slaves  taken  away  by  her 
troops  dtuing  the  war.  Mr.  W.  said,  it  seemed  to  bins 
that  the  pruvinon  alluded  to,  most  stron^y  mititated 
against  the  position  taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  advo- 
sate  the  amendment  {  (or,  if  slaves  could  have  been  con- 
sidered, by  the  distinguished  individuals  who  negotiated 
that  treaty,  as  simply  being  personal  property,  why  was 
not  an  indemnity  insisted  on  for  losses  sustained  by  the 
destruction  or  capture  of  other  pei-sonal  property  t  The 
gentleman  will  seek  in  vain  for  an  instance  where  the 
Government  of  an  invading  army  has  paid  for  (he  de- 
struction, or  capture,  by  her  troops,  of  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  country  invaded.  Mr.  W- 
concluded  by  saying  lie  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KUEMER  said,  that  what  he  liad  this  dav  heard 
advanced  wus  so  vety  extraordinary  that  it  callea  on  him 
to  say  sometbinf  .    What  is  this  case  ?   A  man  has  bad 
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his  slave  taken  by  tlie  Oorernmeiit  uf  tlie  Untied  States, 
and  employed  in  its  service,  and  there  wounded,  if  not 
destroye'l.   Shall  the  master  be  paid  Tor  it  or  not  *  This 
was  the  question,  which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
so  terrible.    The  gentlemen  say  we  must  not  (ouch  it ; 
but  they  do  touch  it,  and  they  ny  the  man  must  not  be 
paid  oecause  a  slave  is  not  property.    This  is  the  logic 
of  Collet-learned  gentlemen.    Nov,  for  my  own  part, 
I  do  not  care  when  or  where  this  question  is  discussed. 
I  am  willing  to  meet  it  any  where.    The  gentleman  from 
New  York  {Mr.  St^ oso]  has  told  us  that  the  officer  of 
Government  and  not  the  Govemn>ent  must  be  responsi. 
ble.^  Sir,  this  may  do  very  well  in  a  certain  school  but 
it  will  never  do  in  a  school  of  justice  !    t  can  never  con- 
•ent  to  such  a  doctrine  as  that.    I'm  for  putting  the  sad- 
dle on  the  ri^ht  horse.    If  the  servant  of  the  Govern, 
ment  ads  u^uatly  and  tyrannically,  the  Government 
must  pay  for  it  ?    Wlio  ever  heard  erf  such  an  argument  ? 
The  govc-mrnent  not  reaponaible !    Why,  even  in  the 
most  despotic  Govermnenls  such  a  notion  was  never 
heard  of;  but,  in  a  Republican  Government,  like  ours, 
it's  intolerable.    If  ever  there  __wm  a  jiist  claim  before 
this  House,  this  is  one.    And  if  the  question  is  to  be  ar- 
gued how  far  a  sUve  is  the  property  of  liis  owner,  I,  for 
one,  am  willing  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  that 
I  believe  a  slave  is  M  much  the  property  of  his  master  as 
any  thing  eUe  that  he  owns. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  that  he  had  understood  a  genlle- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  HAMiLToy,]  as  iLiving 
advanced  the  opinion,  that  the  right  to  take  and  employ 
a  slave  for  the  public  service,  arises  out  of  the  imminent 
necessity  of  a  state  of  war.    Tliere  was  a  very  striking 
case,  illustrative  of  tliis  matter,  which  took  place  in 
1814.    Previous  to  that  time  no  person  had  been  allow- 
ed by  law  to  be  enlisted,  nnless  he  was  over  21  years  of 
age,  or  the  consent  of  his  master,  if  he  was  an  appren^ 
tice,  liad  been  obtained  in  writing.    But,  at-  that  disas 
trous  hour,  while  sitting  amidst  the  ruins  of  this  capitol. 
Congress  felt  the-  necessity  of  raising  armies  to  defend 
the  country,  then  attacked  on  its  sea  coast,  on  its  North- 
em  frontjer,  and  tn  the  extreme  West-    Under  the  pres- 
sure of  stich  a  necessity,  a  law  was  passed,  authorizing 
minora  of  18  years  to  be  enlisted,  without  the  consent  of 
their  masters,  and  the  same  law  was  afterwards  repeate*!, 
to  the  deslniction  of  the  contract  by  which  a  servant  is 
bound  to  his  tnastcr.    Yet,  even  in  that  law,  llie  contract 
was  so  far  acknowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bounty  to 
which  the  recruit  had  a  claim  was  required  to  be  paid  to 
his  master.    The  injustice  and  the  oppresuve  effect  of 
this  act,  was  pressed  upon  the  Bouse  with  very  great 
force  of  argument  by  a  large  portion  of  the  members 
from  the  Northern  States.   It  was  painted  in  colors  as 
glowing  as  any  which  can  possibly  be  used  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.    But  what  did  Congress  do      Were  they 
deterred  by  these  argumenU  ?   Not  at  all.    They  passed 
the  bill  on  the  principle  that  necessity  was  above  law, 
and  they  directed  the  sei-vant  to  be  enrolled  without  his 
master's  cpnsent.    Some  of  tliese  recniits  fell  In  battle 
or  by  other  casualties  of  the  military  service.    But  was 
such  a  thing  ever  heard  of  as  ll>e  master  of  such  an  np. 
prentice,  coming  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  his 
servant's  lime,  or  the  expense  of  medical  atlenthince  ? 
Never.    Yet  gentlemen  cannot  sliow  any  valid  d  stinction 
between  such  a  case  and  that  in  this  bill.    The  diffe- 
rence depends  only  on  the  degree  of  loss  or  hardship, 
and  not  at,  all  on  the  principle.    But,  more  :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  forcibly  impressed,  and  in  the  impress- 
ment the  servant  was  slain.    His  master  had  a  right  !o 
his  service.    He  was  taken  not  by  law,  but  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  war,  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  man- 
kind i  yet  it  was  never  su  much  as  even  pretended  thut 
the  GoTcmment  must  jiay  for  his  loss.   I'he  present  bill 
restfl  on  the  same  princi[>ie  i  and  if  you  allow  the  claim 
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of  D'Auterive,  you  must  go  back  and  include  all  such 
cases  as  those  1  have  mentioned.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing these  facts  before  the  view  of  the  committee.  He 
should  not  further  enter  into  the  ailment. 

Mr.  LITTLE,  beliei^ng  that  gentlemen  were  not  pre- 
p:ired,  at  this  moment,  to  settle  the  question  involved  in 
this  bill,  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  notr 
rise,  report  progress,  anil  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt,  by  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of 
South  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims  the  motion  of  Mr.  Littli  prerailed,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mo!rDi.T,  Jav.  7,  1838. 
REMOVAL  OF  INDIANS. 

Mr.  XtcLEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
who  were  instructed  by  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Lirxp- 
Kis,  on  the  I3th  December,  and  by  resolution,  moved 
by  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Teimessee,  on  the  18th  of  necem- 
ber,  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
congregating  the  Indian  tribes,  now  residing  Exst  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  tlie  We«t  nt*  tliat  river,  and  of  esta- 
blishing «  government  over  them,  &,&  made  a  detailed 
report  upon  tlie  subject,  accompanied  by  the  following 
bill,  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  : 

*'  A  Bill  making  appropriation  to  defray  (he  expenses  of 
certain  Indians  who  propose  to  emigrate. 
"Re  it  eHacte<l,  &c.  That,  to  enable  a  deputation  of 
the  Chickasaw  and  other  IndiaHs,  to  be  joined  by  such 
persons  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  ap- 
point for  (hut  purpose,  to  examine  the  country  West  of 
the'  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  portion  of 
it  for  a  permanent  home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars be,  aitd  the  same  is  liereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
from  any  money  in  tlie  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro* 
priated." 

INDIAN  GOVERNMENTS. 
On  the  3d  instant,  the  Committee  on  (he  Judiciary  was 
instructed  "  tu  iiKjiiire  if  any  of  the  Indian  tribes,  within 
tlie  territorial  jurisdiction  of  »ny  of  the  States,  have  or- 
ganized an  inilependent  government,  with  a  view  to  m 
permanent  location  in  said  States  ;  and  if  they  find  tlut 
any  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  to  this  House  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  neeeasaiy  to  arrest  such  permanent 
location." 

Mr.  BARBOUR,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  observed  to  the  House  that  this  was  a  very 
important  subject,  reqniring  great  labor,  and  involving 
many  very  delicate  points,  which  should  be  approached 
with  caution  :  that  it  belonged  more  appropriately  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  than  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  :  but  that  his  opinion  was  that  aselect  com- 
mittee would  be  the  best  tribunal  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject :  that  if  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
posed to  do  so,  the  flood  of  buMness  now  upon  their  ta> 
bles,  would,  of  itself,  prevent  them  from  bestowing  up* 
on  it  that  consideration  which  its  importance  merited  t 
but  that,  in  order  (o  give  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  inquiry  [Mr.  Fwht,  of  Georgia]  an  opportunity  of 
disposing  of  it  in  such  a  maimer  as  he  might  select,  he 
would  ask  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciiuy  be  dis-  - 
charged  frovi  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 
I'his  course  was  assented  to  by  the  House. 
Mr.  HOFFMAN  submitted  liie  following: 
lietolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  car- 
rying into  effect  tlie  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  tl>e 
United  States,  of  StturJay,  Oct.  4,  177r,  that  the  Go> 
vemor  and  Council  of  New*Vork  be  directed  to  erect  • 
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monument,  at  Continental  expanse,  of  the  value  of  five 
hundred  dollftn,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Brigadier 
Herlumo'i  who  commanded  the  militia  of  Trj-nn  cuunly, 
in  the  State  of  New-Yoric,  and  was  killed  ^llantly  fight- 
in|r  in  defence  of  the  libertiea  of  the  State. 

In  submitting  this  resolution,  Mr.  HOFFMAN  sad, 
that  he  had  offered  this  resolution  in  obedience  to  a  duty 
which  he  owed  to  his  own  State,  as  well  na  to<he  memory 
of  the  deceased.  If  gentlemen  examined  the  Journals  of 
the  Congreas  of  the  JtcTolulaon,  they  would  6nd  several 
Afferent  resolutions  ordering  monuments  in  commemo- 
rmtion  of  public  services  performed  by  the  soldiers  and 

Gtriota  of  that  eventful  day.  A  part  of  tiiese  monuments 
re  been  erected,  and  many  gentlemen  of  this  House 
have  probably  seen  that  which  wss  voted  to  General 
Montgomery.  Others,  however,  though  ordered  by  Con 
gress,  had  not  been  erected  to  this  day.  So  far  as  the 
order  in  relation  to  General  Herkimer  was  concerned,  all 
Mr.  H.  now  asked  for,  was  simply  an  inquiry.  He  bad 
M  first  intended  to  word  his  resolution  in  such  a  manner 
at  to  include  all  the  other  monuments  which  had  been 
resolved  upon,  but  not  built.  But,  on  refleolion,  lie  had 
concluded  it  better  that  the  motion  should  proceed,  if  at 
all,  from  the  Representatives  of  those  States  to  which  the 
deceased  parties  belonged.  The  duty  of  thus  commem- 
orating great  and  valuable  public  servfeea,  was  a  sacred 
one,  and  ought  long  since  to  have  been  performed.  The 
question  respecting  a  monument  for  Genend  Herkimer 
had  been  referred  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  but  the  duty  certainly  belonged  to  Congress,  b^ 
whom  it  had  been  ordered,  and  it  was  desirable  that  it 
thoutd  be  known  as  soon  as  possible,  whether  any  thing 
would  be  done,  in  order  that,  if  ni>t,  this  act  of  patriot- 
ism might  devolve*  without  delay,  upon  the  Legislature 
of  hia  own  State. 
The  rettdution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authonze  the  cancelling  of 
a  bond  therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read. 

It  having  been  moved  tliat  the  bill  be  reft  rred  to  a  Coltt- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary)  expressed  his  conviction  that  the  refer- 
ence was  wholly  unnecessary.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  had  had  the  subject  matter  of  tliia  bill  already 
before  them,  and  had  reported  a  bill  to  tlie  House,  of 
which,  be  believed,  this  was  a  transcript,  Midem  verbit. 
The  circumstances  of  the  ease  he  would  state  in  a  few 
words : 

A  vessel,  called  "the  Antelope,"  had  been  captured 
by  one  of  our  own  revenue  officers,  and  brought  int»  the 
port  of  Savannah,  with  a  cargo  of  140  African  negroes. 
'l*lie  vessel  had  been  libelled,  and  claims  had  been  set  up 
on  the  part  of  certain  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  for  a 

Eortion  of  the  daves.  One  hundred  of  the  negroes  had 
een  sent  to  Cape  Mesurado,  in  Africa  i  but  39  of  them 
had  been  decreed  to  the  Spanish  claimants.  The  case 
had  been  some  time  before  ine  Federal  Courts  of  Geor- 
gia, and  had  been  removed  by  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  pending,  in  alt, 
about  eight  years.  During  the  whole  of  that  time,  these 
unfortunate  creatures  had  been  detained  in  tlie  custody 
of  the  Marshal,  and  in  this  interval,  many  of  them  had 
been  married,  and  become  heada  of  families — had  been 
partially  domesticated  with  us,  and  were  desirous  of  re- 
maining in  this  country.  The  Spanish  claimants,  how- 
ever, (who  rewded  in  Cuba,)  sent  an  order  to  have  the 
whole  number  transported  to  that  Island  ;  but  a  South- 
crn  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wildk,  of  Georgia,]  a  member  of 
this  House,  not  now  in  his  seat,  in  a  spirit  of  pure  bene- 
Tolenee,  and  from  no  motives,  whatever,  of  mterest  or 
■dftdines^  bad,  from  mere  kindness,  bought  out  the 


Spanish  cUim,  and  paid  all  the  expenses  in  the  Courts, 
wliiclt  were  very  heavy.  By  a  regulation,  however,  sf 
the  Court  in  Georgia,  he  is  bound  to  give  a  bond,  to  trans- 
port these  negroes  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  Staler 
and  his  prayer  is,  that  the  bond  may  be  cancelled.  The 
effect  of  granting  it  will  be  to  leave  these  negroes  mi 
their  children  in  tlie  United  States,  instead  of  having  them 
transported  to  Cuba,  and  he  need  submit  no  remarks  to 
this  House,  either  on  the  difierence  of  treaimeat  they 
would  here  experience  from  what  they  might  expect 
there,  or  on  the  painful  severity  of^breaking  tluwe  nesf 
and  tender  ties  which  bind  the  husband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  parent  to  his  child.  If  the  bond  referred  to  were 
not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the  whole  murt  ine- 
vitably take  place.  He  presumed  there  could  be  butow 
feeling  in  the  bosom  of  the  House  as  to  such  an  aheri* 
tive,  especially  as  the  measure  would  be  productive  of  ito 
possible  evil,  while  it  went  to  mitigate  Oiat  load,  which, 
under  any  drcumatancei^  must  press  but  too  hearilv. 
He  had,  indeed,  heard  a  suggestion  whispered,  that  ihii 
bin  was  meant  to  cover  the  inf^y  of  evading  the  laof 
which  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves.  Uid  he  be- 
lieve that  it  had  the  remotest  possible  connexion,  lie 
would  be  the  last  to  countenance  it  on  any  other  ocei- 
aion,  which  went  to  increase  the  number  of  that  unhappy 
population.  But  where  there  was  no  possible  connenon 
with  such  a  design,  where  the  alave  veaael  had  been  ca|>- 
tured  by  our  own  officer,  and  these  unhappy  peopled 
been  detained  in  llie  country  in  consequence  of  unf«f- 
seen  litigation,  and  where  a  gentleman,  in  the  pure  kind- 
ness of  his  heart,  had  stepped  forward,  at  an  actual  peeo- 
niary  sacrifice,  to  save  them  from  being  torn  from  e«cn 
other,  he  could  conceive  of  no  reason  why  the  Houie 
should  refuse  the  request  that  this  bill  should  go  at  once 
to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  MeCOY  hereupon  withdrew  h»  motion  to  conunit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  Uiat  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oil  the  Judiclaiy,  In  order  that-the  facU  now  iifr 
ted  in  conversation  might  officially  .reappear  in  the  fcroi 
of  a  report. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  vppoaed  (he  reference  as  unneceinr;. 
and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  negatived.  . 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  a  lew  words  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  involTcd  in-the  bill,  and  waip''*- 

ceeding  ftrther,  when 

Mr.  BARBOUR,  disclaimingmll  desire  of  precipitstw". 
and  with  a  view  to  allow  time  for  full  inquiry,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTEBIVB. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  Orders  of  the  Dsy,  wh*" 
the  bill  for  iha  relief  of  .Marigny  D'Auterive  w^^'E^" 
taken  up,  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  W 
Whole,  Mr.  Comdict  in  the  Chair,'  on  that  bill--^ 
amendment  of  Mr.  LtTTvearos  being  still  under  eonno- 
eration. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK,  of  New  York,  said,  being  a  nim 
ber  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  having  assented  to  the  report,  lie  *ou" 
claim  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a  few  ino- 
mcnts,  while  he  assigned  the  reasons  which  induced  nini 
to  sanction  the  report .  I  regret,  said  Mr.  C,  lii«t  ^  s""''?^ 
have  been  thought  proper  by  honorable  gentlemen,  si  'n 
time,  and  on  this  subject,  to  enter  into  a  grave  dwcussiw 
of  the  question  whether  slaves  are  properly.  I  f^g^ 
that  a  sense  of  duty  should  have  compelled  my  "^^^^ 
friends  from  the  South  to  start  a  point  which  I 
gined  had  long  since  been  settled  j  and  1  ""'"tjl 
gret  that  this  debate  furnishes  an  opportunity  of  gcf^ 
up,  with  new  dresses  and  machinery,  and  tor 
feet,  a  second  eilition  of  a  serio-comico  play,  '"^''^^j^! 
"  Missouri  Plou"  b  the  ghost  of  the  Mimon 
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MfpATi  to  be  mtkrched,  with  solemn  aiid  terriHc  aspect, 
through  these  halls  ^  la  U  again  to  **  shake  its  gory  Uckt 
at  US|**  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North,  and 
with  the  other  to  the  South,  and  gazing  its  blood'Shotten 
eye  on  riavery,  written  on  the  escutcheon  of  Uie  Consti- 
tution, to  proclaim,  witb  unearthly  voice,  "out  damned 
spot  *"  I  twd  imagined  tliat  this  subject  had  received  its 
quietus  ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  "  tomb  of  the  Capuleta," 
and  that  its  epitaph  had  been  written  *' Regmeteat  in 
pace."  Sir,  is  there  any  nesessitVj  at  this  Ume,  to  disturb 
its  repose  f  I  think  not.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.  Some  restless  spirit — some  future  CatiGne — 
appealine  to  the  worst  passions  of  lus  countrymen,  wilt 
be  found  ready  to  sound  the  trumpet,  and  wake  its  re- 
surrection." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  seemed  to 
think,  that,  to  deny  the  right  of  compeniation  in  this 
cue,  would  be  to  sap  the  foundations  of  the  Constitution, 
and  dissolre  the  Union.    If  such  is  to  be  the  result,  the 
subject  should  be  approached  with  great  caution,  and 
discussed  wltli  temperance  and  moderation.  I  apprehend 
Uie  gentleman  is  indebted  more  to  his  fancy  than  his 
judgment  for  his  fearful  forebodings,  and  tliat  this  ques- 
tion can  be  settled  without  doing  violence  to  the  Consti- 
tution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  the  Just  Hglits  of 
the  slave'holder.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  tliought 
now  was  the  proper  time  to  settle  the  question.    Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settled.   If  I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  seemed  to  think  tliat 
this  House  had  no  right  or  power  to  settle  the  question, 
and  could  not,  so  lonf;  as  the  Constitution,  and  confederacy 
under  it,  should  ekist.    He  did  not  mean,  I  presume, 
that  thentizensofthe  South-<-that  highminded,  gallant, 
tnd  patriotic  people — would  not  submit  to  ft  decision  of 
^is  House.    He  did  not  mean  to  be  anderstood,  I  pre- 
sume, that  if,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  disposi- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  should  be  decided  that  a  slave 
is  not  property,  in  the  absolute,  unqualified  sense  of  the 
term,  tbat  then  it  would  be  high  time,  in  the  language 
of  a  learned  Doctor  of  tlie  Stiuth,  to  inquire  of  what  be- 
nefit to  us  is  our  Union  t   He  undoubtedly  meant  that 
the  question  had  long  sinct  been  decided  by  the  Consti- 
tution, hy  the  slave-holding  States,  and  by  the  opinions 
of  the  first  men  .of  the  South,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not 
to  be  doubted :  and  in  this,  sir,  I  entirely  agree.   Uy  the 
national  compact,  slaves,  tor  certain  purposes,  are  con- 
sidered as  person^  and,  for  certain  purposes^  as  property. 
It  is  ft  fixed  prifKuple  in  the  Constitution,  that  rqiresanta- 
tion  U  based  mi  numbers,  and  not  on  weftlth.   In  the  Ap- 
portionment of  the  representation  in  Congress,  amon^t 
the  sevcnCi  States,  under  the  Constitution,  this  principle 
was  maintained,  by  adding  to  the  free  white  population 
three-fiflhs  of  all  other  "  persons."    What  persons  *  So 
anxious  were  the  venerable  A-amcrs  of  the  Constitution  to 
avoid  offence  t  so  studious  .were  they  to  treat  a  subject 
so  fiilt  of  embarrassment,  with  the  utmost  delicacy,  tliat 
they  cautiously  omitted  the  word  **  slave.**    So,  in  the 
9tli  section  of  the  first  article,  they  are^  called  •*  per- 
soni."    Would  to  God,  ur,  that  the  same  tenderness  of 
the  feelings  of  others,  and  the  same  anxiety  to  avoid  of- 
fence, were  more  the  cliaracteriatics  of  more  modem  po- 
riiieians.   Then  shall  we  hear  no  more  of  Southern  na- 
bobs and  Southern  negro-drivers — names  used  for  the 
purpose  of  party  excitement,  and  of  arraying  the  pas- 
Mons  mad  prejndices  of  one  portion  of  our  country  against 
another.    That  slavery  is  an  evil,  there  can  be  no  differ- 
ence  of  opinion.   But  the  Constitution  found  us  in  the 
posseanon  of  slaves  i  it  has  recognized  them  as  an  effec- 
tive portion  of  our  population,  and  it  is  enough  for  us  to 
know,  flo  ft*  as  humanity  is  concerned,  that  they  are  bet- 
ter clothed  and  fed,  and  more  happy,  than  they  would 
be  in  a  stale  of  emancipation.   Liberty  to  them,  under 
their  present  inability  to  appreciate,  and  Incapacity  to 


relish  its  ei\joyments,  would  l>e  a  curse.  No  one  who 
consults  their  faappinesi^  or  the  good  of  the  Republic, 
would  wish  to  see  them  emancipated,  and  turned  adrift 
on  tlie  community.  The  ConstituUon,  then,  f<v  certain 
purposes,  regartfa  slaves  as  "persons,"  utd,  air,  fbr  a 
very  important  purpose.  It  gives  to  tliem,  or  to  their 
masters  in  their  right,  a  portion  of  our  national  representa- 
tion. But  it  will  be  said  that  this  was  the  result  of  mu- 
tual compromise  and  conces^on.  Yes,  «r,  it  was  i,  but 
it  wasa  compromise  based  on  equivalents,and  one  of  those 
equivalents  resulting  from  Uie  principle  and  spirit  of  tb« 
Constitution,  is  the  rfght  of  Government,  when  thieaten- 
ed  with  destruction,  to  use  slaves  for  the  put^Mse  of 
tionat  defence,  and  that,  too,  witiiout  hang  liable  t»  be 
called  on  for  indemnification. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  views  slaves  in  tiie  same  tight  as 
did  the  slave-liolding  States  at  the  time  ol  its  adoption. 
It  has  given  no  new  character  to  these  anomalous  beingt. 
The  SUtes  had  always  considered  them  9ub  flwdb  as  per- 
sons. They  were  con«dered  by  the  laws  of  the  States 
as  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to  the  oxwal  or 
material  wj>rld,  but  holding  a  middle  station  betwem 
both.  The  Constitution  having  thus  found  them,  left 
them  to  be  conndered  by  the  States  as  property  ot  a  pe- 
culiar  character— property  so  ^  as  their  Ubei^  ud  Mr- 
vices  were  subject  to  the  uncontrc^led  will  of  thar  mai- 
ter — property  so  &r  as  they  were  the  subjects  of  aalei  t 
but  parsons  so  far  as  the  lives  and  limbs  were  protected 
from  violation — so  far  as  the  right  of  trial,  in  some  cases 
by  Justices,  and  in  others  by  a  Jury,  was  concerned  t  and 
so  for  as  they  increased  the  national  representation  of  the 
SUtes  owning  them.  The  Uw  of  Virf^nla,  ItUnk,  se- 
cured to  them  tiiese  rights— rights  which  can  only  be- 
long to  persons,  as  members  of  the  body  politic,  mwsl 
beings,  and  the  subjects  of  punishment.  In  more  mo- 
dern times  these  rights  have  been  enlarged.  In  Missouri 
they  have  the  riglit,  in  all  cases  of  imputed  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  to  a  trial  by  a  Pe- 
tit Jury,  tu  the  benefits  of  counsel,  and  are  subject  in 
most  cases  to  the  same  punishment  which  would  be  in- 
flicted on  a  white  man  fhr  the  same  offence.  The  sam» 
statute  which  declares  slaves  to  be  peraonal  propoty. 
likewise  confers  on  them  personal  and  political  rights. 

This,  sir,is  no  new  doctrine.  At  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Conatibition,  it  was  well  understood.  In  the 
54th  number  of  the  Federalist,  we  have  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Madison,  whose  opinions  on  all  subjects,  and  espe- 
dally  on  this,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  an  exposititm 
of  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  South,  so  &r  as  be  un- 
derstood them.  He  says,  "  the  slave  is  no  leas  evidently 
regarded  by  law  as  a  member  of  sodety,  not  as  a  part  m 
the  irrational  creation  {  as  a  moral  person,  not  a  mere  ar- 
ticle of  property.  The  Federal  Constitution,  therefore, 
decides,  with  great  propriety,  on  the  case  of  out  slaves, 
when  it  views  them  in  the  mixed  character  of  pmona 
and  property.   This  is,  in  hot,  thur  true  chanus^*** 

Both  humanity  and  religion  sanctions  this  deeliration» 
which  declares  that  slaves  are,  in  some  respeet%  **  perw 
sons."  It  is  impoxsible,  in  this  age,  to. form  any  idea  of 
the  absolute,  direct,  and  unqualified  dominitm,  aa  appli- 
cable to  a  human  being.  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
tlus  sort  of  property  with  the  fact,  that  they  are  poa> 
sessed  of  personal  rights.  If  they  are  propo^,  in  the 
unrestrained  sense  of  the  term,  why  do  they  not  min|da 
with  the  common  mass  of  matter,  and  be  treated  like 
the  '*  brutes  that  perish  ? "  Has  the  master  the  same 
kind  of  property  in  the  sUve  that  he  has  in  his  ox  t  No 
one  will  answer  in  the  BfBrmative.  This  conatnictioo  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  Uws  of  the  slave-holding  States, 
secures  the  latter  in  the  undisturbed  possesaoa  oi  tbe 
^ve  property,  eviept  in  the  extraordmary  case  of  war, 
when  the  Government,  threatened  with  anmhilalioB, 
calls  to  its  ud,  fw  the  purpose  of  selt-pteaerratioD,  aH 
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iU  moral  and  phyncal  force.  Then  it  is  that  the  Gorem- 
ment  hu  m  right  to  call  upon  iheslave-bolcling  States  for 
tba  equitalent  for  an  increased  rcpreseiiUtion  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slaves. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has  said,  that  no  pro- 
perty eouM  be  lightfull^  iinpreased  !  'I  hiti,  sir,  is  a  no- 
vel doctrine.  Every  writer,  in  treating  of  tlie  rtglits  of 
sarereiguty,  from  tlie  first  to  the  last,  tells  you,  thut, 
when  a  nation  is  at  war,  struggling  fur  existence,  it  has 
the  right  to  avail  itself  of  all  its  means,  whether  the  sub- 
ject is  willingi  or  whetlier  be  u  not.  At  such  a  time,  it 
does  not  stop  to  enquire  whether  its'  population  be  bond 
or  free*  black  or  white  ;  if  they  can  use  tlie  bayouet,  or 
point  the  musket,  it  is  their  duty  to  rally  round  the  stan- 
dard of  their  country,  and,  if  necessary,  saciifice  their 
lives-  in  her  preservation.  And  here  tliere  is  no  discre- 
tion. If  it  is  the  right  of  the  Government  to  command, 
the  subject  is  under  a  corresponding  obligation  to  obey. 

We  have  been  also  tolt^  that  no  precedent  can  be  set 
up  against  the  ConstitutifNi.  This  is  not  disputed.  But, 
practice  and  precedent  are  resorted  to,  witti  great  pro- 
priety, to  ascertain  the  views  of  enlightened  jioliticians 
and  statesmen  {  and,  in  some  meastire,  to  karn  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  of  the  age.  Shall  we  reject  the  ex- 
perience of  (tast  times,  the  opinions  of  the  great  and 
good,  and  continue  forev^  in  axlate  politiciu  infancy^ 
U,  mr,  there  is  no  precedent  to  be  found^  from  the  earli- 
est period  of  our  history,  where  a  slave  has  been  pa'd 
for,  under  circumstances  like  tlie  present,  it  is,  to  me, 
strong  presumptive  proof,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
patriots  of  the  Itevolutioii,  and  the  statesmen  of  atler 
times,  no  such  compensation  ought  to  be  allowed.  The 
^ntleiian  from  Ohio  baa  informed  us,  and,  no  doubt, 
truly  informed  us,  that  neither  the  war  of  our  first  or 
second  independence  furnish  any  precedents. 

legislation  furuiahes  no  instance  of  remuneration.  The 
act  of  April  9tli,  1816,  auUiorixed  a  compensation  to  be 
made  to  the  owner  uf  certain  enumerated  articles  wliicli 
had  been  impressed  into  the  service,  and  had  been  da- 
maged, captured,  or  destroyed,  but  is  bilent  as  to  slaves. 
This  coukl  not  liave  been  an  unintentional  omission,  as  it 
must  have  been  known  that  many  cases  like  the  present 
existed ;  and,  as  1  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  term 
'property,  in  one  section  of  the  act,  is  used  in  its  widest 
sense,  no  claim  was  prcsented  to  the  commissioocrs  under 
that  act  for  allowance. 

Why  was  it  that  Government  claimed  of  Great  Britain 
indemnity  for  the  slaves  captured  and  taken  away  during 
the  late  war  ?  Was  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  "  pro- 
perty?" If  so,  Government  has  made  an  odious  distinc- 
tion between  its  citizens.  On  this  principle,  it  should 
tiave  claimed  indemnity  for  property  of  every  descripiton, 
captured  or  destroyed.  But  no  such  claim  bus  been  set 
up.  The  principle  on  winch  our  Government  claimed 
pay  for  the  riaves,  and  on  which  it  was  allowed  by  the 
Bntish  Government,  must  have  been  that  they  were  per- 
lons,  hunian  beings,  having  some  political  rigiits,  and,  as 
■ucb^  ^ould  have  been  restored  to  their  countiy  on  the 
return  of  peace. 

From  these  conwderationa,  sir,  I  am  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  slaves,  for  certain  purposes,  are  persons  j  that 
their  masters  have  in  them  only  a  qnalified  properly  { 
that  Government,  in  cases  of  high  necessity,  growing  out 
of  a  state  of  war,  has  a  right  to  impress  tliem  into  its 
military  service,  without  the  liability  of  being  justly  called 
on  for  indemnification. 

It  u  idle  declamation,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  black  popula- 
tion of  this  country,  disconnected  from  the  political  dis- 
abilities under  which  they  labor.  Ttie  pbilanthropist 
may  inveigh  against  slarcty.  lie  may  urge  the  consider- 
aticm  that  they  are  of  the  same  fiesh  and  blood  with  our- 
■elves,  descended  from  a  cemmon  ancestry,  having-  like  . 
panoos  to  gratify,  and  faculties  to  improve,  accountable  . 


to  one  common  Creator,  and  destined  to  the  same  im- 
mortality. This  would  all  be  fine  :  but  the  politician 
must  view  tbem  as  they  are,  sank  to  the  lowest  pmnt  of 
mental  and  political  degradation,  and  V9it  with  patience 
for  (he  developments  of  futurity. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  said:  My 
motive  for  throwing  myself  on  the  attention  of  (he  House 
— (I  was  indisposed,  and  necessarily  absent  when  this 
question  was  last  agitated) — my  motive  for  tluwing  my- 
self on  the  attention  of  the  House,  is  earnestly  to  requer. 
— I  could  almost  say  adjure — but  certainly  respectfully 
and  earnestly  to  ask,  that  no  member  of  this  House  south 
of  the  Ohio,  and  weat  uf  the  Mississippi,  will  debate  ibis 
question — will  deign — will  condescend,  to  debate  the 
point  which  has  arisen — I  mean,  whether  persons  can  or 
cannot  be  property  ;  or  will  allow  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment can,  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  in 
any  manner,  touch  that  question.  I  certunly  am  obliged 
to  my  worthy  colleague  [Mr.  P>  P.  BABsovm]  for  some  of 
his  remarks  ;  but  1  should  have  been  full  as  much  so  if 
he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  United  States  Government  lia* 
nothing  to  do  with.  It  never  had,  and  it  never  can  have  i 
for  the  moment  it  lays  their  unhallowed  hands  upon  the 
ark  of  tliat  question,  it  ceases  to  be  a  Government.  We 
liave  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorkt  that 
this  question  lias  been  settled  forty  years  nnce.  Sir,  it 
was  settled  two  hundred  years  since.  It  has  been  set* 
tied  from  the  day  on  which  the  first  cargo  of  Africans  was 
Ixnded  on  these  shores,  under  the  colonial  Government. 
What  new  distinction  is  this,  about  persons  not  being 
proper^ — as  if  there  were  any  incon^tibility  between 
the  two  {  Sir,  tliere  is  none  :  tliere  never  has.  beea  any. 
Property  is  the  creation  ot  the  law.  What  the  taw  makca 
property,  that  is  property  ;  and  what  it  declares  to  be 
not  property,  that  is  not  property.  There  is  no  otiier 
distinction.  The  question  ha^  been  settled  during  the 
longest  term  of  prescription,  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  settled  ever  since  these  States  first 
threw  olT  their  allegiance  to  the  British  Government- 

1  hope  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  pardon  me. 
I  tliank  him  for  much  that  he  said,  especially  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  spoke  of  his  Southern  brethren.  The 
gentleman  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me.  I  ceruinly  have 
every  species  of  good  feeling  towards  Itim.  But  I  must 
take  exception  to  one  term  he  employed.  He  spoke  of 
'*  our  second  war  of  independence."  I  object  to  this 
language,  because  I  never  can  agree,  either,  ttiat  w« 
were  ^ves  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were^ot  in* 
dependHit  when  the  second  war  was  declared.  But  this 
la  aside  from  the  subject.  I  say  that  staves  are  made 
property  by  the  law  j  and  you  cannot  unmake  them  so, 
any  more  than  you  can  alter  the  British  debt,  or  the 
tithes,  or  any  thing  which  you  choose  to  oonwder  as  au 
abuse  in  any  foreign  country.  When  gentlemen  tell  me 
that  the  Constitution  is  to  protect  us  in  that  species  of 
property,  1  answer,  it  »  Tike  the  protection  of  the  wolf 
to  the  iamb.  -  We  scorn  it.  We  deny  it.  It  is  created 
properly  by  our  law,  and  our  own  State  Govcrnnienta 
are  able  to  carry  that  law  into  execution.  We  do  not 
ask  the  aid  of  any  Government  whatever. 

The  gentleman  alluded,  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  to 
the  Missouri  question.  Sir,  the  Missouri  question  never 
has  been  settled.  There  «-as  a  spirit  mingling  in  that 
question,  which,  as  was  nnce  said  by  the  gi  niletnan  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  BAnn-GTr]  was  endeavoring-  *'  to 
buy  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  men."  ▲  ptrisun 
was  nifuscd  into  the  decision  of  that  question.  I  never 
felt  it  to  be  any  triumph,  nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  House,  whether,  under  the  Uvs  of 
old  Rome,  a  man  who  was  a  sUve  was  any  the  less  |>ro* 
perty,  because,  forsooth,  he  was  a  person  ?  His  behi^ 
a  person  it  was  that  made  htm  subject  to  becomii^  pro- 
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pcrty,  because  his  msster  had  need  of  his  services.  I 
mifrht  uk,  too,  what  is  the  situation  of  other  Govcrn- 
menli  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  but  I  will  not  now  pur- 
sue that  inquiry.  We  were  t»ld  something^,  I  know  not 
vKty  well  what,  about  humanity  and  benevolence,  and 
rdi^on.  Sir,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
We  are  not  to  depend  on  individual  views  of  humanity 
and  re)ig;ion.  It  is  upon  tlie  compact— ~i!a  lex  acripia 
tat — that  ia  what  we  have  to  depend  upon.  You  may 
cant  to  the  end  of  tlie  chapter,  about  whether  your  reli- 
gion is  that  of  tiie  Jew  or  the  Gentle.  Vour  religion 
«annot  interfere  in  the  question.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
say  that  it  cannot  interfere  with  those  who  are  the  sub* 
jectaoftlie  question. 

Suppose  tlie  framers  of  tbe  Constitution,  instead  of  us- 
ing the  lerms  m  hich  they  have  done  in  relation  to  slavery, 
(  and  I  think  it  was  with  much  more  delicacy  than  policy 
that  they  introduced  sucli  a  periphraws  as  they  have  done) 
bad  omitted  the  subject  altogether.  Supponng  tbe 
clause  for  continuing  the  sUve  trade  for  a  limited  time, 
was  not  there:  how  would  you  lisve  got  bold  of  any  pre- 
text whatever  to  bring  tbe  subject  under  your  rule  or  Ju- 
risdiction. 

Sir,  humanity  and  religion  arc  very  good  Uiings  in  their 
proper  places;  but  we  have  no  right  to  make  our  human, 
ity  and  our  religiw.  the  rule  of  other  men's  actions  within 
tlie  sphere  of  neither.  I  will  put  a  case — and  1  hope  1 
i^iall  not  be  misunderstood;  that  f  shall  be  judged  by  my 
words,  and  not  by  any  gloss  which  may  be  put  upon  tlicm 
here  or  eUewhere.  1  will  put  it  for  the  sake  of  putting 
a  case,  and,  tliat  I  may  not  be  accused  o(  libelling  other 
Statea,  1  will  suppose  that  my  own  State,  tlie  State  of 
Vii^niaj  had  made  the  abuse  of  a  slave  not  punishable  at 
^SX,  and  that  slaves  were  daily  and  cruelly  and  inhumanly 
murdered  by  tbe  masters,  thing  as  much  within  the 
range  of  probabiUty  as  many  statements  I  have  heard,) 
what  would  be  the  remedy?  Would  it  be  found  in  this 
House?  Can  you  pmiiah  murder  committed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Potomac?  Vour  jurisdiction  is  confined  to 
jour  own  teriitmy,  district,  forts,  and  dock  yards.  You 
may  cty  your  eyes  out  with  humanity,  but  you  could  not 
touch  this  matter.  Tbe  tiling-  is  in  its  proper  place:  it  is 
under  tbe  jurisdiction  of  men  ui  as  much  learning  and 
talent,  and  as  much  humanity  and  religion,  as  can  any 
where  be  fuund,  who,  itnowing  the  disease,  know  the 
remedy,  and  do  not  chuse  to  sufl'er  quacks  to  "step  in 
where  Angels  fear  to  tread."  Again,  Sir,  we  have  been 
told  that  the  representation  of  this  description  of  persons 
in  the  Conatitutim  of  1787,  was  a  compromise-  No.  Sir, 
it  was  none.  There  was  no  compromise  about  it,  furtlier 
'  than  the  whole  Constitution  was  a  compromise.  We 
tranted  a  representation  for  otir  whole  population  ;  but 
we  were  weak  enough  to  agree,  that  one  half  of  that 
population  should  be  represented  by  only  tliree-fittlis  of 
that  half.  Suppose,  now,  that  this  had  been  a  regulation 
for  the  white  population,  and  not  for  (he  black  :  h«w 
would  that  affect  the  question  }  It  would  not  luve  touch- 
ed the  rights  of  the  whites.  A  compromise.  Sir  !  No; 
there  was  no  compromise  ;  and  why  not  ?  Because,  in 
1787,  there  existed  not  a  man  in  this  continent,  who  dar- 
ed  so  much  as  bresUie  a  whisper  of  a  right  on  the  iiart  of 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  question  at  all:  nor 
can  they  touch  it  now.  This  Government  has  no  more  to 
do  with  it  than  the  Khan  of  Tartaiy  We  ore  all  Repre- 
sentatives of  reqiectable,  and  some  of  us,  of  ancient  and 
powerful  Commonwealths;  and  our  laws  will,  may,  and 
must  execute  themselves.  There  may  be  agitators,  and 
I  know  there  is  some  real  or  ufTccted  agitation  (I  mean 
without  the  Southern  State^)  on  the  subject  of  slavery  ; 
and  tiie  effect  of  tliis  agitation  may  be  to  make  the  slavea 
themselves  mere  miserable,  but  that  will  be  tlie  sum  total 
ofiu  effect. 

One  wgrd  more.  Sir,  and  I  have  done.  Suppose  that 


the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  in 
opposition  to  that  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana— for,  in  reference  to  his  professional  aCqniremenls^ 
no  man  better  deserved  the  title,  were  true,  then  we  must 
lose  three-fifths  and  the  EngUsh  pay  for  only  two-fifths  of 
the  value  of  the  slaves  carried  away  during  the  last  war, 
because  three-fifths  of  each  man  was  pervon  and  two- 
tifths  properly!  This  reminds  one  of  the  judgment  of 
Solomon,  which  we  see  depicted  in  the  Tapestry,  (and 
in  that  Book  of  which  I  ever  desire  to  speak  with  respect) 
who  ordered  the  child,  disputed  for  l)y  two  mothers,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  themi  but  his  was  a  more 
practicable  rule,  it  was  a  vertical  cut  from  top  to  bot- 
tom. [Some  members  smiling  at  this  allusion.]  I  did 
not  intend.  Sir,  by  this  remark,  to  excite  any  merriment. 

Permit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  nt  down,  that  no  man 
willdeignevertodiscusstbisqueBtion.  Thisisnot  "theac- 
cepted  time."  If  ever  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  Nncere- 
ly  hope  it  never  will,  our  btisincss,  mr,  will  not  be  here, 
but  at  home.  Our  business  will  be,  to  make  our  esoape 
if  we  can,  for  this  House  will  then  be  to  us  tlie  den  of 
Cacus.  Our  business,  I  repeat,  will  be,  not  here,  but  at 
home.  And  let  me,  on  the  other  hand,  remind  those 
gentlemen  who  differ  fi-om  me  on  tlits  question,  (and  dif- 
fer no  doubt,  as  conscientiously  from  me  as  I  do  from 
them,)  that  it  T^as  just  ten  years  from  the  first  stirring  of 
the  question  of  the  right  of  Great  Itntain  to  tax  Uie  colo- 
nies, until  the  spirit  was  got  up  which  ended  in  a  separa* 
tion.  It  took  ten  years  of  ^Hiding  to  bring  us  to  tliat 
point.  -Sir,  the  relation  of  the  States  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment resembles,  in  some  respects,  another  sort  of 
union,  more  tender  and  more  sacred  in  its  character  ; 
yet  even  tliat  will  not  bear  continual  provocation— even 
that  near  and  strong  relation,  may  be  torn  asuiuler, 
thougli  there  are  pledges  of  their  loves  to  bind  the  sub- 
jects of  it  together.  He  may  be  a  very  acute  man— be 
may  be  a  very  learned  man — and  be  may  be  in  a  train  to 
become  a  very  able  man,  but  he  is  not  a  man  of  observa- 
tion and  experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  exciting  now  on  this  subjeci,  wliich 
it  is  nut  less  the  duty  than  tbe  interest  of  every  member  of 
this  House,  in  eveiy  possible  mode,  to  allay.  1  know, 
and  I  speak  "the  wtnds  of  truth  and  nobeiness"  when  I 
say,  ihKt  I  know  that  the  reflecting  part  of  our  country 
will  unite  wit!i  m«  in  Uiis  sentiment — even  among  those, 
who  have  conjured  op  all  those  chimeras  on  the  subject 
of  sluvery,  which  we  have  so  oOen  seen  ptHirtrayeil  both 
by  pen  and  pencil.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  the  slaves  are  an  unhappy  race. 
They,  no  doubt,  are  causes'  of  unhappiness  to  their 
owners,  sometimes,  and  no  doubt  tb^  are  unliappy 
sometimes  themselves  :  for  who  is  exempt  from  unbappi- 
nesa? 

But  I  believe  that,  as  a  class,  1  huve  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  to  the  be:it  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
they  are  much  happier  than  their  proprietors  are  iio«', 
loaded  as  these  are  with  the  effects  of  a  system,  which  I 
will  not  now  go  into  a  discussion  cf,  and  with  the  carei^ 
uiid  wants,  and  diflicultie^  wliich  this  very  population 
brings  upon  them. 

Ill  regani  to  tlic  claim  to  be  provided  for,  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  I  had  thought  (hal  the  old  maxim  was  applica- 
ble, inter  arma  ieget  tnlent.  This  slave  was  taken  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  manner  as  the  horses  and  the  cart.  A 
gentleman  has  asked  ifslaves  are  to  be  conudered  as  oxen 
and  cattle?  Sir,  no  man  of  common  refinement,  or  any 
humanity,  ever  regurdcd  them  in  the  same  light  as  oxen. 
Yet,  gentlemen  should  remember  that  even  the  ox  and 
horse,  tliotigli  they  be  but  biutes,  Iiave,  nevertheless, 
their  rif^its.  Sir,  1  fear  I  have  done,  what  I  liave  often 
done  before,  but  very  seldom  of  late,  and  what  I  intend 
rarely  to  do  again,  trespassed  already  too  long  on  tli« 
patience  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  STORfiS,  of  New  York,  nid,  he  was  aorry  the 
honorable  gentleman  frem  Louisiana  had  introduced  a 
question  which  was  so  extremely  liable  to  be  misun* 
(lerstood.  1  cannot,  said  Mr.  S.,  agree  with  that  gentle- 
ntan  that,  on  the  mere  question  of  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  we  are  compelled  to  determine  what  is  the 
prtcise  nalure  of  that  properly  which  a  master  has  in 
his  slave.  *  But  as  the  question  on  the  amendment  is  a 
question  of  compensation,  we  must  vote  on  iL  Though 
represenlin^  astute  which  does  not,  at  thia  time,  con- 
tain any  slave  population,  it  is  not  my  fault  that  thia 
question  has  been  presented.  It  has  been  brought  in, 
as  I  think,  unadvisedly:  I  could  have  wished  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  had  forborne  to  press  it,  lest  some  miscon- 
atnietion  might  lead  to  a  doubt  of  our  maintaining  that  re- 
lation which  the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recogniz- 
ed,  and  which  ihey  sustain  between  a  slave  and  bis  master. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rah- 
DOLPu)  that  the  Constitution  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
matter.  That  instrument  never  fixed  the  nature  of  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave,  nor  of  any  other  of  our  do- 
mestic relations,  nor  of  the  persons  of  the  diffisrent  Slates 
to  each  other.  When,  therefore,  gentlemen  criticise  on 
the  terms  "  person — population — persons  held  to  ser- 
vice," &c.  used  in  (hat  instrument,  they  are,  in  my  judg- 
ment, somewhat  hypercritical.  Those  words  were  used, 
not  lor  the  purpose  of  definition,  but  out  of  delicacy,  and 
as  laying  down  a  rule  to  be  observed  in  taking  tlie  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States.  What  is  this  relation  of  the 
■lave  to  his  master?  And  what  are  the  qualities  of 
that  relation  ^  I  hold,  sir,  that  the  right  of  the 
master  in  his  slave  is  a  right  to  his  service  under  all  cir- 
cumstances whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute  unquali- 
fied control  and  custody  of  his  person,  so  that  it  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  ac- 
tions regulated  by  any  power  hut  his  own,  save  only 
when  the  State  lays  its  hand  on  him  for  the  punishment 
of  crime,  and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace.  You 
may  debate  the  abstract  question  as  long  as  you  will,  and 
may  discuss  metaphysically  whut  is  the  exact  nature  of 
the  right  \  but,  sftcr  all,  the  question  is,  what  do  the  laws 
of  the' State  declare  in  which  the  master  and  the  slave 
reside?  I  htive  bestowed  some  little  reflection  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  only  concluaion  to  which  I  can  bring  my 
mind,  is  that  I  have  stated.  On  maintaining  thia  control 
of  the  master,  rests  the  security  of  a  very  Urge  and  im- 
portant portion  of  tlvis  Union,  and  whoever  interferes  with 
the  exercise  of  it,  Is  guilty  of  a  violation  uf  the  rights  of 
■A\  those  who  inhabit  (he  States  where  this  species  of  pro- 
perty is  held.  This  Government  cannot  do  this.  It  is  a 
question  not  to  be  debated.  No  man,  I  mean  no  man  nf 
ajiy  sense  and  reflection,  ever  thought  of  maintaining, 
that  i  know  of,  that  it  waa  competent  to  the  General-Go- 
vernment to  touch  the  question  of  right  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

WIiHt,  then,  is  the  case  before  us?  An  oflicer  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  use  of  wliul  lie  was  pleased  tu  con- 
sider as  his  discretion,  seized  snd  impressed  into  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States  a  slave,  belonging  to  a 
gcnlleman  of  Louisiana.  That  is,  a  mere  military  ufficer 
unilertuok  to  do  what  all  branches  of  this  Government 
tinitcd,  are  not  able  to  do.  Yet,  we  have  been  told  by 
bomc  gentlemen,  thut  he  hud  a  right  to  make  this  im- 
pressment. What,  sir — an  ofBcer,  a  mere  creature  of 
this  Government,  whose  official  existence  can  be  swept 
a#ay  in  a  moment,  has  a  right  to  do  what  this  Govern- 
ment, with  all  its  powent,  may  nut  so  much  as  attempt  ? 
And  now,  he  having  done  this — having  assumed  what 
he  called  his  right  to  sever  the  bond  between  master 
and  slave,  and  having  made  himself  the  judge  how  far 
he  mightcarry  this  right  of  impressing  whom  he  pleased, 
what  are  we  asked  to  do?  To  adopt  his  act  as  our  own 
— to  make  it  an  act  of  this  Government,  and,  in  conse- 


quence of  so  adopting  1^  to  indemnify^  the  loser.  On 
what  principle,  sir,  can  we  possibly  be  held  bound  to 
indemnify,  when  the  officer  clearly  transcended  his  duty? 
I  disagree  with  my  colleague,  as  to  the  power  of  im- 
pressment in  cases  of  danger.  An  oflicer  shall  never 
touch  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he  chuaes  to 
determine  that  State  necessity  warrants  him  to  do  so. 
No,  air;  whenever  he  does  tbi^  he  is  a  trespasser.  And 
if  the  Slate  does  not  give  me  a  remedy  against  him, 
there  is  no  longer  such  a  thing  as  freedom  in  my  coun- 
try. Liberty  is  gone— it  exists  no  longer.  We  have, 
indeed,  indemnified  the  loser  in  some  few  cases,  where 
the  public  necessity  was  se  great,  so  high,  so  undeiua- 
ble  as  to  overstep  all  obligationa  of  lower  duty.  But, 
then,  we  have  indemnified  for  the  act  of  our  omcen^  in 
the  character  of  trespassers — and  we  took  into  our  own 
hands,  to  inquire  whether  any  such  necessity  existed. 
But,  once  admit  the  right  of  a  mere  military  officer, 
whose  sole  power  is  the  parchment  in  his  pocket,  and 
the  epaulette  upon  his  shoulder,  to  seize  and  imprest, 
whenever  he  may  think  proper,  and  you  give  to  this 
creature  of  yours,  authority  over  every  sUve  holder  in  the 
Southern  States— he  may  set  them  all  at  defiance— and 
1  am  asked  to  sa^,  I  wiU  assume  his  acts.  Sir,  I  am  not 
prepared  todott.  Yet  I  must  dn  it  if  this  amendment 
pa-tses;  for  the  principle,  and  the  only  principle  on 
which  we  can  grant  compensation  in  this  case,  is,  that  we 
adopt  tiie  lawless  act  of  impresmient  as  the  set  of  this 
Government,  and  pay  for  this  slave  under  the  pretence 
of  state  necessity;  and  what  the  officer  is  pleased  to  call  the 
salvation  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  cannot  even  attempt  to 
run  out  the  consequences  of  establishing  such  a  mon- 
strous principle,  and  so  vitally  fatal  to  a  portion  of 
the  Union,  If  a  General  may  do  this,  a  Colonel  may  do 
it)  if  a  Colonel,  then  a  Captain  ;  and  if  a  Captain  may,  a 
Sergeant,  and  so  may  every  sub'alteni,  down  to  the  low- 
est coUon  tassel  in  the  camp.  And  if  an  oflicer  from  the 
Southern  Slates  may  do  it,  so  may  an  officer  from  the 
Northern  States.  Sir,  if  these  doctrines  are  sanctioned, 
it  shall  be  done  without  my  consent.  It  is  a  dangerous 
doctrine.  Admit  it  for  a  moment,  and  you  strike  a  blow 
at  the  security  of  the  whole  slave  jjopulation  of  the 
Soulbem  States.  It  is  the  same  case  in  principle  u  (o 
allow  the  impressment  of  an  infant,  apprentice,  or  ser- 
vant, in  tiie  Northern  States.  If  there  is  any  reason  in 
it,  then  every  officer  of  the  United'States  may,  at  plea- 
sure, (or  in  circumstances  of  which  he  is  to  be  the  sole 
judge)  sever  the  bond  which  unites  master  and  servant, 
which  binds  together  parent  and  child.  He  may  enter 
our  dwelling,  drag  our  children  from  the  fireside,  and, 
regardless  ofhlaftther's  will,  or  his  mother's  cries  and 
tears,  force  him  to  the  camp — and,  when  there,  put  him 
under  martial  law.  He  may  do  this— and  when  he  has 
done  it,  we,  forsooth,  are  to  volunteer  him  an  indemnity, 
to  step  in  his  place,  and  assume  these  deeds  as  acts  of 
the  Government.  Sir,  you  never  provided  for  such  a 
ease — yet  you  authorized  our  apprentices  to  be  enlisted, 
without  the  consent  of  their  masten,  and  our  children, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents.  You  allowed  this 
tie  to  be  severed — (though  the  right  of  a  father  over  the 
person  of  his  child  is  as  perfect  as  ,  that  of  any  master 
over  his  serranl,  and  far  more  tender,  though  1  grant 
that  the  ties  of  master  and  slave  may  sometimes  be  of  a 
tender  kind) — but  you  never  thought  of  granting  them 
compensation.  You  are  asked  to  inake  it  in  a  case  hy  no 
means  so  strong.  You  are  asked  to  do  that  for  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  which  yon  never  thought  of  doing  fbr 
the  ether.  Adopt  thia  principle  of  impressment,  and 
you  sanction  what  may,  at  some  future  day,  lead  to  con- 
sequences, in  one  part  of  this  Union,  I  will  not  spmk  0^ 
nay,  which  1  will  not  permit  myaelf  even  to  think  upon. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  avoided  medoHng 
with  this  question. 
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The  honorable  gentleman  from  Lotuaiana  was,  in  my 
opinion^  rather  hypercritical  in  his  examination  and  con- 
struction of  that  report — all  that  the  committee  aaid,  was, 
Ihst  slaves  vere  never  considered  as  that  species  of  pro- 
per^, whidi  was  to  be  paid&rby  Qit  eusunjelaws  of  the 
Govrmment.  This  was  a  mere  statement  of  the  fiict— 4t 
touched  not  the  abstract  question  at  all  ;  and,  as  to  the 
warmth  of  discuasion,  which  has  been  drawn  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louialana,  1  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  play  is  not  worth  the  candle. 
I  think  it  would  be  far  more  advisable  to  reject  a  claim 
which  ifl  extremely  doubtful  in  its  character,  to  say  the  least 
of  it  and  let  the  question  rest  till  you  are  compelled  to 
meet  it  in  some  oiherform,  and  undcrsome  more  imperi- 
oua  necessity. 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  of  South  Carolina,  here  commenced 
a  Speech  on  the  subject,  which  he  concluded  on  the 
lOtb,  in  which  date  his  remarks  will  be  found. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DORSEY,  of  Hd.  the*  hour  being 
Ute,  Mr.  D.  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise. 

ToxsOAT,  JxiniART  8,  1838.  , 
INDIAN  GOVERNMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORT,  of  Georgia, 

The  House  proceeded  to  tbe  conaidetation  of  the  fol- 
lowing reaohrtion,  introdaeed  by  fiim  on  tbe  4th  instant, 
And,  frnm  the  conuderation  of  which,  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  discharged  yesterday  : 

"Jiaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
intbvcted  to  enquire  if  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  witbiu 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  of  tbe  States,  liave  or- 
ganixed  an  Independent. Government,  with  a  view  to  a 
permanent  location  in  said  States  t  and,  if  they  ftnd  that 
any  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made,  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  to  tWs  House  such  mea- 
sures as  they  may  deem  necenaiy  to  anvst  aucb  perma* 
nent  location.'* 

Mr.  FORT  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  stated  that  this  reference  of  the  bubject  had 
been  advised  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CONUICT  said  he  had  no  other  objection  to  the 
vesfriution's  taking  the  course  propoaed,  than  this :  that 
it  would  be  taking  from  one  of  the  ataading  committees 
of  the  House  buKness  which  appropriately  belonged  to 
that  committee.  If  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
Was  indeed  so  much  burdened  with  business  as  not  to 
b«  able  to  attend  to  tbe  present  resolution,  then  be 
•Itould  have  no  objection  tu  iu  going  tn  a  select  commit- 
tee t  but,-  as  he  did  not  know  this  to  be  the  case,  he 
would  move  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  a  select  committee,"  and  inserting  •*  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  AfTain." 

Mr.  FORT  wu  opposed  to  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTairs  had  ali<ea- 
ay  reported  on  a  subject  closely  analt^ous  to  timt  c^m- 
tMned  in  thu  Tesolution;  and  to  require  them  to  re- 
port «n  this  resolution,  also,  would  only  be  asking  them 
to  go  over  ground  which  they  bad  already  trodden. 
He  was  unable  to  say  on  what  ground  it  was  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  advised  the  refct^ 
ence  of  the  subject  to  a  select  committee;  but,  for 
bimse)4  he  conceived  that  the  subject  of  the  resolution 
being  one  great  impcnt,  and,  as  he  coni»tved,  en- 
tirely novel  in  its  character,  he  thought  that  a  new 
committee  m'l^t,  with  prupriety,  be  raised  upon  it.  He 
felt  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  tlie  ability  or  the  good 
disposition  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTairs  :  and 
shouli)  the  House  order  the  resolution  to  take  that 
course,  be  was  prepared,  with  cheerfulness,  to  acqui- 
esce 1  but  he  would  prefer  iti  going  to  ■  select  commit- 
tee. 


Mr.  McLEAN  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs)  stated,  tliat  that  committee  was  greatly  bur- 
dened witli  business  already  referred  to  it,  and  would 
be  unable  to  bestow  on  this  subject  that  degree  of  time 
and  attention  which  its  importance  well  deserved.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  it  might  be  assigned  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  expressed  his  hope  that  llie  course 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would 
prevail,  and  that  the  resolution  would  go  to  a  select 
committee.  He  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  the  House  were 
once  fuUy  in  posaesnon  of  the  case  which  had  given 
rise  to  the  resolution,  not  a  gentleman  on  the  floor  would 
deny  that  it  was  a  case  which  called  fur  their  most  seri- 
ous deliberation.  It  was  known  to  many  wlio  heard 
him,  that  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  whose  residence 
extended  into  several  States  of  this  Union,  have  recent- 
ly formed  for  themselves  a  written  Constitution  of  Go* 
vemment,  under  wluch,  should  it  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion, there  was  the  strongest  probability  that  colMons 
would  speedily  arise  with  tbe  several  State  Governments 
within  whose  limits  that  tribe  is  at  present  located.  Ami 
it  was  his  conviction,  that,  before  any  of  tliese  evil  rc> 
suits  had  time  to  take  place,  the  General  Government 
ought  to  interfere  promptly  and  efficiently  to  prevent 
them. 

Tlie  question  on  the  amendment  for  striking  out  "  s 
select  committee,"  and  inserting  "the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfTairs,"  bein?  put,  it  was  Carried  in  the  affimta* 
live — ayes  79,  noes  60  :  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  resolution  as  amended — 

Mr.  BARTLETT  proposed  farther  to  amend  tlte  re* 
'  solution  by  striking  out  tbe  words  **  to  arrest  such  per- 
manent location." 

Mr.  HAYNES  said,  that  he  thought  that  the  member 
from  1!iev  Hampshire  had  misapprehended  the  import 
of  the  claL'se  which  he  desired  to  erase.  The  resolu- 
tion did  not,  in  tiny  manner,  conclude  the  House  as  ex- 
pressing any  opinioni  that  the  permanent  location  of  the 
Cherokees  ought  to  be  arrested.  The  clause,  like  eve- 
ry  ether  part  of  the  resolution,  was  submitted  to  the 
committee,  as  a  matter  of  enquiry  merely,  and  he  hoped 
that,  on  this  ground,  it  would  be  permitted  to  utaild 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  agreed  with  his  colleague  in  the  view 
he  had  just  expressed.  The  House,  at  an  early  day, 
had  been  in  possession  of  an  indirect  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  General  Government  on  this  subject.  It 
would  be  foiirid  in  the  report  of  Mr.  McKenney,  the  In- 
dian Agent,  which  accompanied  a  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  this  lioti&e.  It  was  the 
decided  opinion  of  that  officer,  that  the  farther  pro- 
gress of  the  Cherokees  towards  a  permanent  location 
within  the  States  should  be  promptly  put  a  stop  to. 
And  was  the  House  now  going  to  forbid  even  an  enquiry 
in  relation  to  a  mutter  so  important  t  He  trusted  not. 
He  trusted  the  resolution  would  be  permilled  to  stand 
in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  he  should  like  to  hear  what  the 
exact  nature  of  the  government  was,  which  these  In- 
dians were  desirous  of  establishing.  When  they  were 
governed  as  formerly,  by  chiefs  and  Kings,  nothing  was 
said  about  this  Government's  interrerir.g  with  them— 
but  as  soon  as  they  seem  about  to  set  up  for  themselves 
a  ItepabKcan  form  of  Government,  we  are  asked  to  in- 
terfere widi  promptitude  and  effect.  Wliat  right  had 
thO'lseneral  Goremment  to  interfere  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  these  Indians  now,  any  more  than  when  they 
were  under  their  old  form  of  government  t 

Mr.  FORT  spoke  in  reply,  and  said,  if  he  had  rightly 
heard  what  fell  from  (he  gentleman  from  North  CaruH- 
na,  he  luid  enquired  whether  this  Government  had 
ever  stated  to  these  Indians  that  it  had  a  right  to  inter- 
,  fere  wUh  and  control  them.    The  Government  certain- 
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ly  hKve  tDKde  this  statement.  The  very  first  principle 
inculcated  by  ub  upon  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  Iim- 
ito,  had  been,  that  they  were  tributary  and  dependent, 
and  under  the  defence  and  patrunsgt;  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  queation  hov  Ar  this 
Goyeminent  lias  a  right  tu  interfere  with  these  People, 
was,  he  thoiiglit,  a  very  plain  one. 

Mr.  P.  was  aboUt  tu  proceed,  when  tlie  SPEAKER 
interfered,  by  slating,  that  it  was  nut  in  order,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  ameirament,  to  disctin  the  general  merits  of  a 
resolution. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that  the  reason  he  had  desii^ 
ed  to  hive  the  clause  stricken  out,  was  not  that  he 
wished  either  to  affirm  or  deny  the  rigtu  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  arrest  the  location  of  these  Indians,  but  that  this 
House  might  not  be  understood  as  at  present  expressing 
any  opbiion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  outer,  and  sug- 
gested, that  the  resolution  having  been  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  was  ipao  fetUo  in  the  cus- 
tody of  that  committee. 

'I  he  SPEAKER  decided  to  the  contrary.  The  ques- 
tioit  had  been  taken  only  on  an  amendment,  and  that 
amendment  having  been  adopted,  another  was  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  Imped  that  Hie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bartlrtt  wonld  not  prevail ;  not  that  he 
hud  any  difficulty  as  to  the  i»ropriely  of  arresting  the 
pennanent  setllemeiit  of  these  tribes,  but  because  lie 
wished  that  the  committee  shotild  be  auttioriKed  to  en- 
quire, and  report  on  that  subject — especUiIly  when  it 
was  considered  that  a  part  u(  these  Indiitns  resided 
within  the  limits  of  the  Sute  of  Georgia  i  a  State  to 
whom  we  are  bound,  by  compact,  that  we  will  extinguish, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  all  Indian  titles  within  her  limits. 
He  hoped  tlie  resolution  would  go,  in  Its  present  form, 
to  the  committee  j  that  a  ftiil  enquiry  might  be  had,  and 
a  report  made,  both  on  tlie  propriety  of  arresting  their 
permanent  location,  and  also  on  the  best  nicana  of  ef- 
fecting tliat  measure. 

Mr.  WOODS,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  amendment  would 

[irevail.  He  should  not,  however,  have  felt  so  much  «o- 
iciinile  on  the  subject,  but  for  the  course  of  the  re- 
marks which  had  just  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  He  was  apprehensive,  should  the  kat 
clause  of  the  resolution  not  be  stricken  out,  that,  taking 
its  langnage  in  cftnnexlon  with  the  observations  which 
had  been  made  upon  it,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs might  be  led  to  undei^tand  it  as  ibe  sense  of  this 
Hoii«e,  that  their  business  is  merely  to  report  a  plan 
fur  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  or  at  least  tor  arresting 
their  permanent  location  among  us.  NOw  it  was  well 
known  that  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  in  this 
House,  in  relation  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  towards 
these  People  (  and  there  were  some  who  had  the  «pin- 
ioit  that  this  Government,  instead  of  arresting,  was 
bound  rather  to  encourage  tlieir  location,  and  even  tn 
fr\\e  them  a  pennanent  right  to  the  soil.  He  widied, 
therefore,  to  have  this  point  lefl  open,  that  the  commit- 
tee might  not  be  directed  to  one  side  of  the  question 
only,  hut  might  feel  themselves  required  to  examine 
equ.'dly  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  GILMP.U  said,  that  he  stiould  have  made  no  re- 
mark upon  the  amendment,  but  for  the  language  em- 
ployed by  the  gentleman  from  Ohi<^  who  had  just  taken 
lits  seat.  He  had  supposed,  that  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution liad  reference  to  the  Cherokees  alone  j  but  he 
had  seen,  from  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman,  tliat  it 
was  held  by  some  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  take  means  to  vei.t  in  tlie  Indian  tt'bcs 
a  perronlient  right  in  the  soil. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not  permit  an  opinion  like  this  to 
pass  without  remark,  in  u  wr  u  it  refenvd  to  the  StiAe 


of  Georgia.  He  hoped  this  House  would  never  set  one 
of  its  commllteea  to  enquire  whether  the  General  Go- 
vernment has  any  control  over  the  soil  *iX  one  of  the  ori- 
ginal States  of  the  Union.  The  right  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  over  her  own  soil,  was  not  like  that  possened 
by  one  -of  the  new  Stales.  If  any  jurisdictian  whalevrr 
belonged  to  an  original  State,  it  was  jurisdiction  ovrr 
her  own  soil.  Georgia  has  the  full  right  of  legislation  on 
this  subject.  All  that  the  General  Government  can  do^ 
in  preference  to  the  State  Lejpslaturr,  is,  that  pnsseauif 
by  the  Constitution  the  right  of  making  treaties,  (and  oar 
agreements  with  the  Indian  tribes  being  construed  to  be 
treaties  within  the  meaning  of  tlut  instrument.)  it  pot- 
Besses  more  power  to  remove  the  difficulties  ami  obsu- 
cles  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  tlian  tbe 
State  of  Georgia  herself  has.  He  could  not,  however, 
admit  for  a  moment,  that  she  coukl  yield  in  tbe  nndlM 
degree  her  right  over  the  soil.  So  soon  as  shedoct 
this,  she  oeases  to  be  a  sovereign  and  independeat 
Stale. 

[The  SPEAKER  here  interfered,  and  s^d  that  the 
observations  uf  the  gentleroan  from  Georgia  had  Lken 
loo  wide  \  scope  lor  the  question  act\ially  before  the 
House.] 

Mr.  GILMER  said,  that  his  remarks  had  only  been 
maile  in  reply  to  those  which  letl  from  tlie  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  For  himself  he  did  nut  know  that  tlicre 
was  nity  great  importance  in  retaining  tlie  clause  whicJi 
was  now  sought  to  be  stricken  out.  He  understood  il 
to  be  the  avowed  object  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs to  carry  into  efl^ct  a  plait  for  the  removal  of  all  itie 
Indians  rennaining  within  tbe  limits  of  aity  uf  the  SUlea 
If  tliat  were  so,  «iis  clause  must  be  unimporlant.  But 
if;  on  the  con(rary,;the  United  SUtes  are  about  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  alulng  the  Indians,  in  making  Rir  Uiemsclm 
a  Government,  that  it  may  the  more  attach  them  to 
the  soil,  then  it  was  certainly  Importiukt  to  enquire, 
whether  the  permanent  location  of  those,  at  least,  wii!>' 
in  the  limits  of  Georgia,  ought  not  to  be  speedilj' ar- 
rested. 

A  gentleman  from  North  Canulina  [Mr.  Wiuiaxi] 
has  asked  why  Congress  ^ould  arrest  tliem  in  making 
a  constitution  for  themselves,  and  what  right  we  have  t« 
interfere  *  It  might  be  said,  in  answer,  that  this  Go- 
vernment  claims,  and  lias  always  claimed,  a  right  to  coo- 
Irol  them.  If,  however,  the  formation  of  a  constiluiion 
is  at  all  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  the  Indians,  he 
would  not  arrest  flieir  proceeding.  Let  thein,  in  ll"' 
respect,  pursue  whatever  course  tliey  may  judge  most 
for  their  good.  Tlie  Government  has  never  interfereJ 
in  their  manner  of  ruling  themselves.  But  if  it  slwH 
appear  that  the  forming  of  a  constitution  was  nccesutily 
connected  with  the  rewdt  of  fixing  them  to  llie  soil,  then 
doubtleas  the  enquiry  in  the  resolution  was  highly  exp«- 
dient.  In  his  judgment,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  no  iiich  xt^ 
suit  necessarily  followed.  He  did  not  believe  the  Indr- 
ans  would  be  any  more  attached  to  the  soil  after  the}* 
had  gotten  a  constitution,  than  they  were  before,  and  lie 
therefore  felt  very  indlfftsrent  whether  tlie  amendment 
was  adopted  or  rejected. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said,  that,  from  what  had  just  ftllen 
from  his  colleague,  he  perceived  that  that  gentleioaii 
did  not  sttaeh  the  same  importance  lo  this  sutgectwhidi 
he  did.  His  own  chief  inducement  for  supporting  the 
resolution,  had  been,  that  he  might,  if  possible,  be  spsr- 
ed  the  painful  spectacle  of  seeing  the  Slate  aulhoritiei 
take  this  matter  into  their  own  hands.  He  sought  to  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  any  thing  like  collision  bclffcen 
the  Slates  and  the  General  Governnieiit.  lie  tnirted, 
therefore,  that  the  refolutioii  would  go  to  the  committee 
as  it  now  stood. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ba>ti.b1t* 
amendiueut,  tue  :  to  sti^ke  out  the  words  "  to  arrest  luo 
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pe  rmanent  location,'*  and  decided  in  the  itegatiTe,  aj-es 
60,  noes  76. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

BATTLE  OP  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  moved  the  (ollowinif  resolution  : 
,  Sttohed,  Tbat  the  Comtnitlee  on  tlie  Ubrnry  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  an  his* 
torical  picture  iif  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  painted, and 
placed  in  one  of  the  panneb  of  the  Aotundo.  And  that 
they  further  inquire  into  the  exncdjency  of  engaging 
"Washington  Allston  to  design  and  nniah  the  work,  and,  if 
expedient  in  both  contingencies,  to  ascertain  whether, 
and  on  what  terms,  he  can  he  so  engaged. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that,  in  the  resolution  which 
he  had  just  submitted,  he  felt  himself  sustained  by  the 
authority  of  a  vt-ry  judicious  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Library,  wliich  was  made  during  the  last  session. 
He  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  from 
the  report  to  which  he  referred,  an  application  of  which 
he  would  endeavor  to  make  to  the  subject  comprehend- 
ed in  the  restihition.  This  committee  very  justly  re- 
mark, "  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  nannels  of  the  Ro- 
*;  tundo  sliall  be  filled  with  the  productions  not  merely 
"  of  respectable  artists,  but  of  the  very  best  the  country 
*•  hus  produced,"  and  further,  that,  whenever,  "  in  the 

opinion  of  Congress,  the  time  shall  have  arrived  to 
*'  complete  llie  decorutions  of  the  great  UhII  of  the  Ca- 
'*  pitoi,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  tlwt  a  highly  pro- 
"  per  course  would  be  to  engage  such  artist  or  artinta  as 
"  Congress  should  deem  competent  to  the  work,  to  eze- 
'*  ciilc  it  for  an  honorable  compensutinn,  under  proper 
"  directions  as  to  the  choice  of  subjects." 

To  tho  goo«l  sense  and  good  taste  of  these  reflections, 
Mr.  II.  said,  he  could  add  nothing.  All  that  be  would 
ask  of  the  House,  on  thu  occasion,  was,  to  permit  those 
whose  opinions  were  so  just  and  discriminating  on  this 
topic,  to  inquire,  ■*  whether  he  had  suggested  a  proper 
"  subject,"  and  *'  not  merely  a  respectiOile  artist,  for  iu 

execution,  but  the  very  best  the  country  has  produc- 

U  was  not  necessary,  nor  could  it  be  expected  At  this 
time,  that  he  should  vindicate  the  policy  which  hstl  dic- 
tated an  embellishment  of  this  National  building  with  a 
representat'iuii  of  some  of  the  most  cherislied  events 
which  adorn  our  history.  The  policy  itself  springs  from 
ft  sentiment  which  may  well  be  called  instinctive  in  the 
human  breast.  Its  elements  are  to  be  found  even  in  the 
impulse  which  leads  the  savage  to  construct  those  rude 
memorials  by  whicli  he  attempts  to  tell  of  an  age  and 
warriera  that  have  been.  Dut  the  sentiment  becomes 
UTcsisUbly  powerful,  and  of  great  moral  efficacv,  when 
It  summons  to  its  aid  the  delightful  art  of  painting,  which 
is  the  result  of  the  highest  condition  of  civilization,  and 
whose  lessons  are  inculcated  by  a  uoivetsal  languun,  and 
is  understood  by  all  the  children  of  men,  however  divid- 
ed by  diven  and  conflicting  tongues. 

Whether  the  victory  of  the  8th  of  January  was  an 
event  which,  delineated  by  the  hand  of  genius,  might 
be  applicable  to  some  one  of  the  purposes  to  which  the 
great  moral  of  this  art  it  subservient,  was  precisely  the 
question  which  he  wished  the  intelligent  committee  to 
whom  the  inquiry  would  be  refierred,  to  dedde.  He 
trusted  he  might  be  permiUed  to  say.  that,  as  we  had  a 
representation  of  the  surrender  at  ¥<M-k  Town,  by  which 
our  first  war  was  closed,  there  would  be  a  peculiar  fit- 
nesa  in  placing  by  its  side  a  delineation  of  that  achieve- 
ment which  so  brilliantly  closed  our  second  contest. 

Without  professing  to  be  a  connoisseur  in  the  art, 
would  those  who  were,  pardon  him  fur  Mying,  that  he 
could  scarcely  conceive  a  finer  subject  for  the  canvass, 
than  the  objects  which  woold  animate,  and  the  scenery 
which  would  adorn  tliis  picture  ■' 
Vol.  IV.— 59 


The  defence  of  .New  Orleans  forms  a  beautiful  def 
cPtxutre  in  the  science  of  war.  It  was  characterized  by 
circumstances  which  would  enable  the  painter  to  place 
in  high  relief  the  heroic  steadiness  and  gallant  devotion 
of  our  warriors,  and  to  exhibit^  In  gorgeous  array,  tlie 
embattled  hosts  of  our  enemy,  who  rushed  on  nice  • 
torrent,  in  daring  and  dauntless  ralor,  legardlesa  of  their 
fate.  Nor  would  the  chivalry  of  our  countiy  be  content 
in  assigning  an  obscure  or  a  dispan^ng  spot  in  uicb  a 
picture,  to  the  pathetic  fate  of  the  British  Commander, 
who  poured  out  the  willing  streams  of  his  life  blood  in 
f>bedience  to  the  mandate  of  his  Country.  Noi  "our 
countrymen  war  not  with  the  dead."  The  ashes  of  • 
man  who  thus  Alls  are  thrice  consecrated  by  the  bless- 
ings of  the  generousb  tlie  feefing,  and  the  brave. 

Let  me  add,  tliat  the  scenery  this  picture  will  be 
associated  with  some  of  our  most  interesting  recollec- 
tions. It  will  be  placed  on  that  Delta  of  Egyptian  ferti- 
lity and  tropical  magniflcence,  through  which  tbi  Mighty 
Father  of  our  Western  waters  is  pouring  the  tribute  of 
(lis  thousand  streams,  in  his  almost  flnished  journey  to 
the  ocean.  On  that  Delta,  which  belongs  to  that  riori- 
ous  realm,  the  first  possefiuon  of  which  we  owe  to  itira, 
who  now  sleeps  in  peace,  "  by  all  his  country's  wishea 
blest,"  and  the  last,  to  him  **  who  has  filled  the  measure 
of  her  glory." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  slinuld  have  felt  great  delicacy  in  de- 
signating Mr.  Allston,  if,  by  universal  consent,  he  was  not 
considered  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first  living 
artist  our  country  lus  produced,"  by  which  an  important 
requirement  of  the  committee  would  be  at  once  tilliilled. 
Indeed,  the  profound  genius,  and  unrivalled  execution  of 
this  gentleman  was  so  well  atlmitted,  that  he  had  heard, 
on  the  best  authority,  that  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
ami  discrimiiwting  critics  of  Europe  had  declared,  **  that, 
if  there  was  a  man  living  who  was  capable  of  bating 
up  anew  the  glories  of  the  Augustan  age  of  painting, 
that  man  was  Washington  Allston."  It  may  not  be  known 
to  all  who  heard  him,  that  this  gentleman,  af^er  paMinf; 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  abroad,  in  studying  the  remains 
uf  ancient,  and  the  acqtiiidtiona  of  modem  art,  is  now  en- 
l^agei),  under  the  patronage  of  a  city  (Boston]  no  less 
distinguished  for  its  refinement  and  taste,  than  by  its 
liti^rature  and  science,  in  giving  the  la:it  touches  to  an 
historical  picture,  (Uie  labor  of  ten  years)  which  is  prob- 
ably destined  to  form  a  new  era  in  the  arts,  and  to  con- 
fer a  renown  on  that  country  which  has  neglected  to  cul- 
tirale  them. 

If  you  want  this  man,  you  must  seek  turn.  To  the 
pride  of  genius,  he  adds  a  thriftless  disregard  of  money : 
lor  he  knows,  as  it  has  been  beautifully  said  on  another 
subject  and  occasion,  that  the  real  price  of  lite  produc* 
tions  of  his  pencil,  *'  ii  immortality,  and  tbat  poitcrity 
will  pay  it." 

I  hope,  Mr,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a  sugseitkin,  some- 
what aelSsh  in  its  origin,  but  surely  not  dcaerving  of  a 
severe  reprobatiin.  Gen.  Jackstm  and  Mr.  Allston  are 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there 
would  be  a  happy  congruity  in  the  fiiet,  tbat  the  conduct 
and  valor  of  the  one  should  be  iUiutratcd  by  the  genius 
and  taste  of  the  other. 

Mr.  U.  ndd;  in  GmduNOn,  tbat  he  felt  entire  gratifica- 
tion in  confiding  his  resolution  to  the  judgment  and  pa- 
triotism  of  bis  honor^Ie  friend  from  HassMbusetts,  (Mr. 
Etsuztt)  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  merits  of 
the  great  artist  to  whom  he  had  referred,  and  that  of  the 
gentlemen  associated  with  him  on  the  committee,  and  he 
would  barely  repeat  that  he  was  content  tbat  they  sliould 
determine,  as  preliminary  to  the  decinon  of  the  House, 
"  whether  the  period  had  arrived  for  completing  the  de- 
**  corationi  of  the  great  Hall  of  the  Capitd,**  and  whe- 
ther he  liad  derignated  *'a  judicious  choceof  ft  subject, 
and  a  competent  arttM." 
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Mr.  INGERSOLL  «aid,  that  he  should  not  hare  naen, 
had  not  the  resolution,  moved  by  tlie  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  desipiated  the  name  of  the 
artist  to  be  employed.  When  it  wu  recollected  tliat 
Mr.  Trumbull,  the  gentlenun  who  hid  executed  the 
paintings,  now  in  the  Rotundo,  vu  a  native  of  tiie  Stkte 
which  he  represented  on  that  Soor,  lie  trusted  bis  hoitors- 
ble  fi'iend  would  excuse  him  if  he  ventured  to  suggest, 
that  no  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  in  this  stage  of  ihe 
bu«ness,  which  went  to  exclude  tlie  employment  of  that 
venerable  and  patriotic  individual  in  executingany  paint- 
ings which  might  be  ordered.  If  the  ariist,  to  which 
tiie  gentleman  had  alluded,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
State  will)  the  hero  of  oiir  second  war,  the  artist  be  him^ 
aelf  luul  named,  had  been  an  actor  in  his  own  person  in 
the  war  of  ihe  Revolution.  He  had  been  a  priBoner,  and 
had  siiifered  severely  in  that  contest ;  and  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  great  injustice  had  been  done  him, 
from  the  manner  in  which  his  paintings  had  at  first  been 
displayed.  They  were  placed  in  a  small  and  d>8cure 
room,  beneath  our  feet,  and  the  artist  liad  htd  the  morti- 
fication to  know  that  the  most  unkind  and '  unfeeling 
strictures  had  there  been  passed  upon  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  their  ditiadvnntageous  location.  His  fame 
had  suffered  ;  his  feelings  had  suffered  ;  and  all  his 
friends  who  knew  the  circumstances,  had  suffered  with 
him.  It  was  with  pride  and  pleasure,  Mr.  I.  said,  that 
he  had  witnessed  their  removal  to  a  situation  more  worthy 
of  their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  had  witnessed  the 
tein  of  joy  glistening  in  his  venerable  eyes*  under  the 
•  conseiousncn,  that,  at  tost,  justice  had  been  done  him. 
Mr.  I.  said,  that  he  admitted,  very  willingly,  the  htf^h 
merit'of  Mr.  Allston,  but,  -if  Congress  should  conclude, 
in  this  matter,  to  depart  from  the  class  of  our  Revolu- 
tionary wortliies,  there  were  other  native  artists,  besides 
Mr.  Allston,  who  would  desire  ttot  to  be  precluded  from 
a  chance  of  emplqrment.  He  therefore  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment ;  to  strike  out  the  name  of  **  Wash- 
ington Allston,"  and  to  insert  the  words  some  suitable 
artist.*' 

Mr.  HAMILTON'  said,  that  he  had  risen  principally  to 
indicate  his  acquiescence  in  tlie  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He  desired, 
also,  to  exempt  himself  from  all  idea  of  the  slightest  dis- 
respect towanla  the  venerable  gentleman  ao  feehngly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  remirkt  just  submitted  {  and  certainly, 
if  the  resolation  he  had  had  the  honor  to  move,  propos- 
ed the  commennoration  of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Re- 
volutionary war,  that  gentleman,  both  from  his  services 
and  from  his  opportunities  of  observation,  would  have  a 
special  claim  to  be  preferred.  But  the  subject  propos- 
ed by  the  resolution  was,  in  a  great  measure,  out  of  his 
Inhere. .  The  execution  of  it  would  require  ■  compara- 
tively youthful  artist  As  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
spot  should  be  visited  where  that  ereT^memorablc  en- 
gi^fement  took  place,  he  would  have  to  endure  much 
personal  inconvenience  and  fatigue.  It  would  not,  he 
was  sure,  be  pretended  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  that  his  friend  ha<l  not  participated  pretty 
largely  in  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  so  fkr  aa  the 
subject  of  our  national  paintings  was  concerned.  He 
willingly  adopted,  however,  the  amendment  which  had 
been  proposed,  and  he  did  so  the  more  willingly,  because 
he  felt  satisfied  that,  the  more  the  sphere  of  competition 
was  enlarged,  the  more  beneficial  it  would  prove  to  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Allston. 

Mt  UWIGHT  said,  that,  while  he  did  not  refuse  to 
do  homage  to  the  great  and  acknowledged  merit  of  Mr. 
Allston,  he  w  ished  to  suggest  a  further  amendment  of  the 
resolutim,  which  was,  that  it  might  be  made  to  embrace 
tiie  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Monmouth,  Princeton,  ^nd 
,tbtt  attack  on  Quebec. 

Mr.  KREMKR  said,  tb«t  he  entMy  agreed  that  it  was 


proper  such  a  painting  should  be  executed,  and  that  the 
dlustrious  glory  which  had  been  achieved  in  the  most 
brilliant  victory  of  modern  times,  ought  to  be  handed 
down  to  posterity.  Such  deeds  might  to  be  kept  {nA 
in  the  recollection  of  all  generations,  and  he  thought  Ihst 
it  could  not  be  put  in  a  better  place  than  in  the  Hotundo 
of  this  building.  Btit,  in  order  that  this  painting  may  be 
justly  judged  of,  (since  all  our  judgment*  were  founded 
on  comparison,  and  what  could  we  judge  of  but  whu 
we  know  ?  and  how  cotild  we  judge  of  nhat  \raB  un- 
known but  from  w  hut  was  known?)  he  would  move  i 
small  amendment.  When  this  victory  was  achieved, 
which  rendered  our  country  so  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  all 
nations,  it  excited  both  pride  and  wonder  i  andne  vidh 
cd  he  could  stop  there.  But  he  must  say  it  created  en- 
vy too.  Now,  in  order  that  posterity  might  have  a  Bur 
opportunity  oif  judging  of  that  transaction,  he-wonH 
suggest  that  another  painting  be  placed  along  side  of  Ihe 
victory  of  New  Orleans,  representing  the  meeting  of  the 
Hartford  Convention,  which  was  in  full  aesuon  at  the 
same  time.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  anMnd- 
ment,  by  adding,  **  and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartford 
Convention." 

Mr.  EVERETT,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committef, 
said  that  he  should  not  have  risen  to  speak  on  the  resolu. 
tion  nr  amendment,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Souli 
Carohna  dune  him  the  honor  to  refer  tu  the  report  which 
he  had  submitted  to  the  House  from  tlie  Library  Crnt- 
mittee,  during  the  last  session,  and  which  recommended 
a  course  to  be  pursued  on  thia  subject.  In  every  thinf 
of  commendation  which  that  gentleman  bad  mdvanccd  in 
relation  lo  the  artist  proposed  by  him  to  be  employed, 
Mr.  E.  said  that  he  heartily  concurred  ;  and  he  had  been 
prepared  to  pass  the  refolution,  which  in  itself  was  the 
most  distinguished  compliment  that  couitt  have  been 
paid  to  that  eminent  artist  and  excellent  man.  ll£  con- 
curred, to<^  in  all  the  commendations  which  had  been 
beatowed  upon  the  great  event  which  was  intended  to 
form  the  subject  «F  the  painting  i  nor  was  the  present 
the  first  time  that  lie  hod  attempted  on  thia  fioor  to  add 
his  tribute  to  that  which  had  been  so  liberally  7>aid  by 
this  whole  people  to  the  great  man  who  had  achieved 
that  victory.  But  he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  if 
tlie  terms  of  the  resoltitioH  were  enlarged,  and  this  ideJ 
had  in  part  been  suggested  by  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman himself,  who  had  said,  that,  as  the  victory  « 
Yorktown,  which  closed  the  war  of  independence,  nsa 
been  made  the  subject  of  one  of  our  National  paintings> 
there  was  a  peculiar  fitness  that  the  victory  of  New  Or- 
leans,  which  gave  lustre  to  the  close  of  our  second  av, 
should  be  reade  the  subject  of  another.  This  went  to 
show  the  expediency  of  enlarging  tlie  terms  of  the  riso- 
lution,  and  he  ahuuld  be  glad  If  the  honorable  mover 
would  make  it  general,  extending  its  provisions  to  filling 
(he  empty  paniiels  of  the  Rotundo  with  appropri«te 
paintings.  [The  remarks  of  Mr.  EvsasTT  were  impf  ■ 
fectly  heard  by  ilie  reporter,  who  apprehends  that  they 
have  been  as  imperfectly  reported.] 

Mr.  STOItHS  said,  that  he  had  otten  thought  that  oor 
Naval  victories  were  entitled  to  some  notice,  as  well  «< 
the  niilitary  exploits  of  the  Army,  and  lliat  Congresi 
could  not  better  occupy  some  of  the  vacant  pann»< 
the  Botundo,  than  by  filling  them  with  commemorationi 
of  some  of  those  chivalrous  triumphs  of  the  Ntvy  thit 
had  conferred  so  much  honor  and  glory  on  the  counUT' 
He  hoped  that  the  Navy  would  not  be  altogether  forgot- 
ten, and  that  the  House  would  agree  to  adopt  an  "'''^""T 
ment  that  he  should  offer  to  the  proposition  of  his  [riem 
from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  S.  Uien  moved  to  add  the  f^ 
lowing  words,  viz  :  '*  or  such  of  the  victories  achierra 
"  by  the  Navy  of  the  Uiuted  States  as  in  their  opiowf, 
*'  ahould  be  selected  for  such  national  commemorwVi- 
[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 
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WxoXHJiAT,  Jahvabt  9*  1838. 

HISTORICAL  PAINTINGS. 

The  resolution  yesterdxy  mnved  by  Mr.  II^miltox,  to- 
^th«r  with  the  several  amendments,  liaving  been  ngtin 
read,  and  the  question  beings  on  tlie  amendment  of  Mr. 
Storks — 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  sakl.  that,  after 
the  indulgent  attention  with  which  he  iiad  been  honored 
by  the  House  yesterday,  he  felt  great  rekietsnee  in  tres- 
P*iB>nK  *S*^^  upon  that  indulgence  ;  b\it  lie  Felt  satisfied 
that  the  resolution  which  he  had  submitted,  which  was 
one  merely,  of  inquiry,  was,  nevertheless,  in  danger.  He 
certainly  had  not  expected  that  gentlemen  would  have 
einbatmissed  its  passage  by  amendments  which  were  cal- 
culated to  defeat  it.  I'here  were  two  modes  of  legislative 
liostility,  whieb  might  be  put  prominently,  llie  first.an 
•pea  and  undisguised  opposition,  by  which  the  issue  was 
net  and  combated  singly  {  and  the  second,  an  opposition 
by  soSocation,  by  which  strangulation  was  produced  by 
mmendments,  and  by  wliich  a  measure  was  not  defeated 
on  its  own  merits,  but  broken  down  by  the  weight  which 
was  ungenerously  put  upon  its  back.  Now,  sir,  why  will 
uot  the  gentlemen  offer  their  amendments  as  separate 
rexdutions  of  inquiry  *  I,  certainly,  in  such  >  riiape,  will 
cbeerfiiUy  vote  for  tbem,  as  I  am  de«rout  that  the  com- 
mittee sliould  not  onl^  select  the  most  competent  artists, 
but  the  most  appropriate  subjects  also;  and 'that  from  the 
widest  sphere  or  selection.  Vf  Wl  they  pardon  me  forsay- 
ing  that  I  conceive  the  compliments  to  the  several  sub- 
jects they  propose,  would  be  much  more  declnve  by  in- 
trodtldn;  tlt^  sepuately,  than  by  merely  appending 
them  to  a  previous  and  original  proposition.  Tliere  is 
sorely  too  mucli  merit  in  the  battles  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
Monmooth,  and  Princeton,  and  in  our  naval  engagements, 
to  require  that  they  should  be  assiiitcd  by  the  vote  wliich 
this  House  might  be  disposed  to  give  separately,  on  the 
propriety  of  a  delineation  -of  tlie  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

[Here  the  CIIAIK  informed  Mr.  Haxiltoit  that  the 
question  was  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Torfc,  (Mr.  Starkb)  as  to  the  naval  vie 
torie^  and  to  that  his  remarks  were  to  be  made.] 

Sir,  eoMinued  Mr.  H.,  itotliing  could  be  more  delight- 
All  tu  my  feeling?  than  lo  vote  separately  and  distinctly 
for  a  representation  of  most  of  the  latter  events.  I'be 
mval  engygentents  of  the  Ute  war,  many  of  them,  would 
be  particuUrly  nob  in  that  dramatic  enect  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  [uvyincea  of  painting.  And  I  hope  the  day 
is  not  distant,  and  tlie  day  sitall  not  be  distant,  if  my  hum- 
ble efforts  can  in  any  measure  contribute  to  it,  when  these 
walls  shall  be  decorated  by  a  delineation,  by  a  first-rate 
artist,  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  which  is  as  proud  a  sub- 
ject for  the  canvuBS  as  it  \^'as  for  national  exultation  when 
it  f>ccurred.  God  knows,  sir,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this 
lloHse  would  feel  more  delighted  than  myself,  however 
mournful  the  associations,  in  seeing  reflected  back  into 
life,  as  it  ware,  amidst  the  delusions  of  the  canvass,  the 
Dwnly  form,  and  the  lieroic  acliievement  wbieh  graced  it, 
•f  our  lamented  Perry,  alihuugh  a  ud  reality  tetia  us  that 
death  has  shrouded  him  fofever  from  our  view. 

L.et  me,  however,  request  the  gentlemen  who  have 
proposed  these  amendments,  and  who  profess  to  be  en- 
tirely frienilly  to  the  original  proposition,  and  which  pro- 
fession 1  do  not  desire  to  impeach,  not  to  embarrus  it, 
by  wbicb  even  the  meritorous  objects  they  have  in  view 
are  eMentially  endangered.  It  is  a  wise  rule  which  die* 
tatet  that  we  should  not  ask  for  too  much  at  a  time  t  for 
renerosity,  as  a  distinguished  Britisli  satitist  has  poinled- 
Ty  mid,  like  patience,  is  a  very  girod'virtu^  but  is  apt  to 
be  tired  by  too  muck  exerci^. 

If,  bovever,  gentlemen  persist  in  their  amendments, 
then  I  hope  the  friends  of  the  original  resolution  will 
«ick  bytt,n  the  man  whom  tUey  desire  to  honor  by  ito 


passage,  did  to  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  utmost 
need  i  and  after  we  have  carried  it,  let  us,  with  a  comity 
with  which  t  hope  we  shall  always  treat  our  opponents, 
and  with  that  justice  wliich  is  due  to  the  subjects  they  pro- 
pose, vote  fur  them  as  separHte  and  distinct  propositions- 
Mr.  BARNEY,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  apprehen«ive 
that  the  train  of  argument  adopted  by  the  gentleman  . 
from  South  Carolina,  was  calcubtcd  to  embarrass  his 
friends,  who,  approving  of,. were  dimosed  to  sustain  his 
proposition.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stoaas]  jjroposed  to  com- 
memorate one  of  the  splendid  achievements  of  our  gal- 
lant Navy,  in  wliich  he  earnestly  desired  to  co-operate- 
Surely  the  time  has  arrived,  when  it  becomes  us  to  ex- 
press the  deep-toned  gratitude  which  the  nation  had  long 
since  awarded  to  the  glorious  exploits  of  this  arm  of  our 
national  defence.  He  felt  no  prenrence  wheHier  the  ac- 
tion on  Lake  Erie  should  be  selected,  or  the  capture  of 
the  Guerriere  by  the  Constitution,  which  was  the  first  in 
a  series  of  victories  that  snatched  the  trident  of  Neptune 
from  the  haughty  mistress  of  the  ocean,  and  taught  her 
the  severest  lesaon  she  had  ever  received  in  the  school 
of  humiliation.  Two  of  the  panneb  in  the  Botundo  were 
appropriately  assigned  to  paintings  emblematical  of  our 
successei  on  land,  and  he  was  witting  to  sustain  the  prO' 
posHion  before  the  House,  to  devote  a  third  to  a  slmiht 
purpose  i  hut,  at  the  same  lime,  desired  to  consecrate 
one  niche  in  this  temple  of  fame  to  perpetuating  the  gl<n7 
of  a  Navy  on  whose  banner  victory  had  so  oOen  perched, 
while  the  annals  of  history  did  not  recoi-d  a  single  instance 
wherein  the  fair  fiune  of  her  country  was  tarnished  by  ig- 
noble flieht  or  inglorious  surrender  t  tar,  wherever  her 
flag  had  been  struck,  it  was  not  nntil  Uie  dements  ^ro- 
sistance  were  exhausted,  and  scarce  force  enough  left  to 
haul  it  down. 

'What  have  been  the  legislative  honora  awarded  to  our 
gallant  Naval  officers,  f»r  a  long  life  of  service  >  Hailed 
by  a  grateful  nation,  with  one  loud  acclaim,  as  the  bene- 
factors of  their  country,  not  even  the  honorary  stimulus 
of  brevet  rank  has  been  assigned  to  them.  Ueyond  the 
grade  of  captain  ih^  are  not  permitted  to  aspire.  Mere 
centurion»~nay,  not  so  much,  lor,  in  fbrmer  times,  a  cen- 
turion  comminded  one  hundred  men  i  whereas,  the  grade 
of  captain  in  our  army  extends  to  scarce  half  that  num- 
ber— and  this  is  the  extent  of  their  promotion.  In  an 
army  numerically  leas  than  the  existing  forces  employed 
on  tiie  ocean,  we  find  major  generals^  brigadier  generals, 
commissary  generals,  quartermaster  {renents*  a^i**^' 
generals,  and  inspector  generals  t  all  of  which  Mr.  B.  ap- 
proved of  in  its  organization,,  as  having  contributed  to 
give  it  its  present  effi<uent  character,  and  to  promote 
economy  in  its  disbursemeats.  But,  in  his  judgment, 
correspondent  ranX  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  other 
branch  of  our  national  protection  and  defence,  now  em- 
ploying six  tliousand  men,  and  requiring  more  tban 
twenty  thousand  whenever  the  whole  naval  force  should 
be  oatted  into  service.  Me  must  cenfces  his  seniibilitiM 
were  excited  by  the  flagrant  injustice  under  which  a  gal' 
lant  corps  had  so  lung  sutfered,  and  he  fondly  hoped  tliat 
his  Aiend  from  South  Carolina  would  be  willing  that  the 
compliment  deugnod  to  be  paid  to  the  hero  of  Orieans, 
should  be  rendered  more  illustrious  by  associating  with 
it  some  one  of  our  namd  triumphs,  and  that  this  tribute 
of  admiration  and  apphiue  would  proceed  pari  passu  witli 
each  other,  and  be  handed  down  to  posterity  toffether. 

Mr.  8TOKRS  said  that  he  should  not  refuse,  at  a  pro* 
per  time,  and  on  what  he  deemed  to  be  a  fit  occanon, 
to  express  by  resolution,  or  otherwise,  the  high  sense  he 
entertained  of  the  honor  acquired  by  the  country,  by  the 
event  of  tho  battle  of  New  Orieans,  as  a  mintaty  exploit. 
He  would  always,  he  trusted,  be  so  br  Just  to  himself  aa 
an  American,  and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  coun- 
try tuoKt  u  to  »dmit  tbat  it  was  entitled  to  a  diiUnguidi- 
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ed  place  among  the  stibjects  whioli  vre  propose  to  com- 
metninonte  in  the  embellishmenu  of  tbfi  Rotumlo.  He 
had  no  wjih  to  embamus  any  propuMtion  that  he  thooglit 
contributed  aolely  to  Umt  purpose.  Biit,  white  he  ad- 
nutted  this,  he  felt  bound*  in  justice  to  uthers,  to  say  that 
he  had  never  thought,  that,  among  ull  the  chivalrous 
exploits  which  had  advanced  the  glory  of  the  American 
character,  and  with  reference  to  iis  conseqiiciipcs  espe- 
aally,  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  was  entitled  to  the  ex- 
clusive honors  that  we  jiroposed  to  confer  upon  it.  He 
thought  that  the  resohition,  as  it  was  introduced  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Soiilh  Carolina,  might  lead  to 
great  misconrfruciion.  The  i\kxt\  victories  ofLake  Erie 
and  Lake  Champlain,  he  believed  to  be  deserving,  in 
every  respect  in  which  they  could  be  considered,  of  as 
distinguished  honor  from  Congress,  as  the  victory  achiev- 
ed at  New  Orleans  by  Major  General  Jackson,  and  our 
brave  and  patriotic  countrymen  under  his  command. 
While  the  one  aaved  New  Orleana,  and  protected  the 
Southwestern  portion  of  the  Union*  the  others  gave  se- 
curity to  the  Nortliwestem  States,  the  Western  and 
Nortbent  frontien  of  New  York  and  Vermont.  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  no  visit  to  draw  any  invidious  compari- 
sons between  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  and  these  tri- 
umphs the  Navy,  or  many  of  our  Itevolutinnary  battles 
that  equally  deserved  the  national  commemoration  ;  and 
it  was  m  this  reason,  too,  that  he  wished  to  divrst  the 
resolution  of  a  feature  that  tendered  it  objectionable  in 
that  respect,  and  whkh  would  cattily  lead  to  great  mis- 
construction. Me  shotild  most  cheerfully  unite  with  the 
gentleman  in  giving  to  the  battle  of  Oi-leana  a  prominent 
place  in  the  Kotuncio,  but  he  thought  it  would  lead  to 
iiyjurious  criticism  if  we  refused,  at  the  same  time,  to 
confer  the  honors  of  the  country  on  the  splendid  achiev- 
nents  of  the  Navy.  We  were  the  more  lutble  to  be  mis- 
understood, from  the  existence  of  other  circumstances, 
which  it  was  unnecessary  to  bring  into  the  question,  hut 
which  were  sufficiently  obvious  without  tmy  veiy  parti- 
cular reference  to  them.  These  were  adventitious  mere- 
ly, and  the  subject  should  be  treated  as  purely  national. 
The  moral  value,  too,  of  any  vote  that  we  might  pass, 
would  derive  aH  iu  real  wcirtli  from  the  spirit  ot  national- 
ly with  which  we  treated  the  question.  It  is  not  a  thing, 
said  llr.  S.,  of  the  present  hour,  only,  that  we  are  about 
to  pass  upon,  and  he  thought  that,  since  the  subject  had 
been  introduced  before  the  House,  a  very  fit  opportunity 
■waa  presented  of  expressing  our  sense  of  the  gratitude 
that  the  nation  owes  lu  Uic  Navy.  We  luve,  heretofore, 
been  anxious  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  tri- 
uropba  of  our  armies  only,  and  our  seamen  seem  to  have 
been,  in  seme  measure,  overlooked.  Equal  justice  to  all, 
requires  of  us  that  we  now  remember  our  moral  obliga- 
tioiMto.tbc  MiTV  abo.  I  shidi  vote  ftr  the  resolution  if 
the  amendment  ts  agreed  to  t  but  I  owe  it  to  myself,  at 
the  same  time,  candidly  to  saj-,  that,  if  it  is  rejected,  1 
censider  the  real  worth  of  the  original  proposiiiun  so 
much  impaired,  and  so  extremely  liable  to  invidious  mis- 
oDnstrucUon,  or  real  misundentanding,  that  I  cannot  give 
it  my  vote. 

Mr.DBATTON  mid,  that  he  honored  our  Navy  as 
muchi  he  believed,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
could  do,  and  was  ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman 
on  thii  floor  in  asngning  to  ita  achievements  the  meed 
of  honor  and  renown,  so  far  at  least  as  the  eBbi  Is  of  so 
humble  an  individuul  were  of  any  avail.  And  it  was  pre- 
cisely because  he  did  honor  the  Nuvy,  that  he  was  strong- 
ly averse  to  the  adoption  of  ll)e  amendment ;  and  he 
was  pemiaded  that  the  officers  of  the  Navy  themselves 
wouM  not  eateem  theroielves  verv  highly  honored  if  the 
commemoration  of  tlieir  deeda  should  be  brought  in  un- 
der  such  an  amendment.  When  the  object  in  view  is  to 
commemorate  with  honor,  bermc  actions,  peiformed  in 
the  poWe  Hrrice,  whether  on  land  or  ware,  let  it  not 


appear,  said  Mr.  D.,  t<i  have  been  rn  accideutal  thougtit, 
a  measure  dragged  in  at  the  tail  of  a  resolution,  when  it 
had  never  before  been  thought  of.    The  Nav)'  does  net 
merit  this  treatment  at  our  hands.    Tlioae  who  are  cm- 
barl[e<l  in  it  had  never  alinink  from  tluir  duty,  aitd  al- 
though none  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  achievementa  of 
our  Armr,  in  (he  late  war,  than  he  had,  yet,  he  must 
nevertheless  adhere  to  his  conviction,  that  there  existed 
no  higher  renown  than  that  which  had  been  won  by  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates.    Indeetl,  he  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  asy,  whether  the  Nation  did  not  owe  even  a  greater 
debt  to  Uie  ^Ilant-tar,  than  to  the  veteran  soldkr.  Thia* 
however,  wai^  in  6i>me  measure,  owing  to  ao  accidental 
cause.    When  the  first  battle  was  tought  between  an 
American  and  «  Brittbh  frigate,  the  action  might  be  said 
10  have  been  big  with  the  fate,  if  not  of  Empires,  at 
least  uf  Sovereign  States.    The  whole  worid  were  the 
spectators  of  that  combat.  .Its  issue  decided  the  qtiee? 
tion,  whether  Great  Britain  waa  ta  continue  the  undia- 
puteil  Empress  of  the  Ses,  or  whether  the  trident  was  to 
be  revised  from  her  hands,  and  those  laurels  which  had 
So  long  bloomed  upon  her  brow,  were  to  be  transferred 
to  the  possession  of  a  new  Power.    The  issue  was^  ta 
uk,  great,  and  truly  glonous.    By  it,  we  became  the  con- 
querors  of  the  conquerors     the  World,  and  this,  too, 
on  that  very  element  which  they  had  hitherto  conndered 
as  peculiarly  the  element  of  their  glory.   Not  only  did 
they  eonrider  themselves  aa  ouracknowledgedsoperiar^ 
but  they  remarked  with  taunt  and  tidicule,  on  the  rash- 
ness  ctf 'an  American  /rigate  presuming  toei^ge  a  Dri- 
tish  vessel,  having  any  tiling  like  an  equaliiy  of  force. 
The  consequences  of  this  battle  none  could  furget.  It 
was  followed  by  a  long'-strenm  of  glory,  as  bright  as  ever 
illumined  the  annals  of  a  nation.   He  earBestly  wished, 
therefore,  that  nothnnr  should  be  done  in  this  House — 
that  nn  feeling  sliould  be  expressed,  nor  act  promulgat- 
ed, which  might  induce  so  much  as  a  suppoMtion  Siat 
this  House  held  the  merits  of  (he  Nav;r  as  at  all  iafiaiet 
to  those  of  the  Army.    If,  afttr  thirteen  or  fouKeen 
years  had  been  suffered  to  elapse,  alter  amendments  on 
amendments  had  been  prepared,  at  the  foot  of  all  theae, 
there  should  appear,  in  a  single  line,  the  proposal  to 
make  some  commemoration  of  their  deeds,  that  galbnt 
body  6t  men  wotild  feel  themselves  not  honored,  but 
dishonored.    He  agreed  in  the  sendment,  expressed  by 
his  coIlea,rue,  that,  if  amendments  were  in  this  manner 
to  be  heaped  upon  amendmente, .  there  was  every  pre- 
sumption that  the  rcMlmion,  itself,  would  fall,  and  itit 
object  be  defeated  t  yet  that  object  was  a  mere  exprea. 
aion  of  the  respect,  felt  by  this  Congress,  for  those  who 
had  achieved  the  great  victory  vliich  is  proposed  to  be 
the  subject  of  the  painting. 

As  to  that  victory,  it  waa  not  hts  intention  to  offer  any 
remark.  It  had  been  already  commented  Upon  with  so 
much  eloquence  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Uaviltoh]  that 
he  would  not  impair,  by  any  thing  he  could  say,  the  ef- 
fect which  that  gentleman's  speech  was  so  well  calculat- 
ed to  produce,  and  which  it  did  produce,  in  thia  House. 
His  only  object,  in  risiitg  to  oppose  Uie  amendment  of 
the  bonor^ble  mtleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Svoaaa] 
was,  tliat  the  cwject  of  the  orighial  resolution  mi^t  not 
be  prevented  from  gmng  into  elTect,  and  that  the  refHita- 
tion  of  the  Navy  might  be  rescued  from  an  indignity. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  professed  himself  the 
Navy's  fHcnd,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  was  so  ;  but,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  aa|'^  that  the  gentleman's  friendship 
had  not,  on  Uiis  occawon,  been  very  judicioiuly  e^iibtt- 
ed  I  and,  dioulil  the  amendment  pre\-ail,  he  feared  that 
the  gallant  spirit  of  those  who  had  never  sought  to  avcad 
an  enemy,  might  be  constrained  to  cry  out,  **  save  me 
from  my  friends." 

Mr.  MINER  desired  farther  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  « the  battle  of  Stony  Fwnt,*'  to  the  atibjeOi 
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alreidy  proptMed  for  paintings.    But  any  farther  amend 
mends  were  pronounced  by  tbe  CHAIU  to  be  out  of  or* 
tier,  until  those  now  under  conaideraUon  ibould  hare 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BASSETT  aud.  that  H  wat  very  obTious  that  the 
nemfaers  oT  tliis  House  were  all  di^Ktsed  to  comntemo- 
rmte  achievements  iit  the  public  service  ;  but  he  rose  be- 
oaufcC  he  felt  the  furce  of  what  had  ftllen  from  the  {^en- 
t4einan  from  South  Cxrtilina,  who  had  just  taken  his 
■eat.  As  an  old  frteml  to  the  Navy,  be  mi^ht  be  per- 
mitled  to  say,  tliat  tliis  was  not  the  moment  in  which  the 
Uouae  had  forgrotten  tlie  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  His  principal  objection  to 
the  i^t^ntleman's  amendment  was  the  consequences  that 
must  follow  it.  He  tliought  it  would  bring  tbe  House 
into  a  difficulty.  If  they  voted  for  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  they  wei  e,  in  some  sort,  pledged  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  itself.  Now,  if  he  could  show  that 
the  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  went  to  destroy  that 
which  it  was  intended  to  amend,  he  thought  he  sbmild 
■•li^  gentlemen  that  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  it  {  yet 
nich  wu  undoubtedly  the  &ot.  This  accompaninwDt  to 
tlie  amendment  went  lo  destroy  the  whole.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause it  proposed  mure  paintings  tlian  there  were  pan- 
nels  in  the  Kotundo  to  receive  them.  Should  this  be 
adopted,  it  requires  a  farther. extension  of  the  plan  wliich 
has  hitherto  been  agreed  upon  for  decorating  that  apart- 
ment. As  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fi-om 
Musachuiett^  [Ur.  Dwiobt]  the  subjects  proposed  by 
btm  were  certainly  gK>it  and  noble  in  themselves,  but 
they  were  not  so  comparatively ;  that  is,  they  did  not  ex- 
cel other  actions  of  tjie  Itevofutionaiy  war  so  ^  as  to 
deserve  to  ntjind  above,  or  to  l>e  preferred  over  them. 
They  did  not,  for  example,  excel  the  baltlea  of  German, 
town,  of  BuUw  Springs,  or  of  the  Cowpens,  so  much 
that  the  one  ought  to  be  celebnted,  and  the  other  not. 

(Mr.  B.  was  here  reminded  by  the  CHAIR  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dwisbt  wu  not  now  under  comlde' 
ration,  but  only  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
it  by  Mr.  Stores.] 

Mr.  BABSETT  resumed.  At  the  time  when  the  four 
paintings  now  in  tlie  Kottindo  were  rejolvcd  upon  by 
the  House,  the  principle  was  distinctly  decided,  that 
Utoso  four  psnneu  weee  all  that  ought  to  be  assigned  lo 
the  commemoration  of  events  in  the  Berolutionary  war, 
and  the  four  renaining  pannels  were  purposely  reserv- 
ed for  subsequent  events  that  might  arise  in  our  history. 
Mr.  B.  saw  no  good  reason  for  departing  from  tiu-  princi- 
ple (hen  established.  He  thanked  the  genllemun  from 
New  York  for  his  kind  intention  towarcb  our  Naval  he- 
mes.  He  only  Wished  the  gentleman  bad  Ihuugnt  of 
his  plan  a  little  sooner.  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  that 
kis  proposition  was  liable  to  tlie  very  objection  he  him- 
aelf  had  urged.  If  there  was,  as  he  said,  any  thing  in- 
vidious in  preferring  the  Aimy  before  the  Navy  in  our 
proposals  fur  commemoration,  would  not  that  very  feel- 
ing be  excited  by  bringing  forward  his  proposition  now  1 
Why  not  wait  till  tlie  resolution  oi  the  gentleman  from 
Soutli  Carolina  was  passed  upon  b^  the  House  ?  Let 
that  first  be  doa^  and  then  his  motion  In  ftvor  of  the 
Na^  would  stand  upon  its  own  ground.  Then,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  gentleman  diall  see  whether  this  House  is 
not  fully  prepared  to  express.its  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
our  nuval  achievements.  He  regretted  that  the  subject 
bad  slept  so  long.  Not,  indeed,  so  ftr  as  himself  was 
concerned,  because  he  had  never  voted  for  any  of  the 
pictures.  This  mode  of  expenditure  was  objectionable, 
Hccording  to  his  view  of  the  principle  it  ittTolved.  But 
he  had  no  doubt  tliat  the  gentleman  who  had  introduo- 
<id  the  resolution,  [Mr.  Haniltok]  if  it  were  suffered 
to  pass,  would  immediately  convince  the  House  that  he 
felt  as  warmly  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  victories  as 
the  gentleman  Awn  New  York.  At  present,  be  left  it  for 


the  House  to  say  which  of  these  two  coitftM  would  b* 

most  for  the  honor  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BURGES  said  he  bad  rneo  beotase  oneof  thow, 
whose  acti  it  had  been  {troposed  to  commemorate,  by 
the  amendment  now  under  consideration,  was  a  native  of 
that  Sute,  which  he  had.  in  part,  the  honor  to  represent. 
He  iirai  opposed  to  the  amendment,  aud,  if  fiir  no  other 
reason,  in  consequence  of  what  bad  been  aud  by  the 
mover  of  the  original  resolution,  that  the  multiplying  of 
amendments  was  well  known,  as  one- of  the  modes  of 
legislative  hostility,  by  which  a  measure,  which  it  was 
not  wished  openly  to  oppose,  might  of^en  be  fully  as  ef< 
fectually  destroyed.  In  commemorating  deeds  like  those 
contained  in  tlie  amendment,  he  was  unwilling  that  the 
rote  should  be  taken  under  any  possible  suspicion  of 
mere  party  hostility.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  against 
the  whole,  both  resc^otion  and  amendment,  because  be 
could  not  believe  that  the  fame  of  any  man  could  be  se- 
cured by  legishitive  enactment.  Did  be  think  for  a  mo- 
ment,  that  the  future  fame  of  such  a  man  as  Oliver  H. 
Perry  depended  on  any  vote  which  this  House  could 
pass,  humble  as  he  was,  he  would  not  accept  of  it.  Nc^ 
rir,  his  fiune  is  already  secured.  It  is  beyond  your  reach 
or  mine.  But  if  his  actions  were  of  so  little  value  that 
no  artist  would  consider  them  worthy  of  a  voluntary  and 
unbottght  commemoration,  then  let  them  go  down  to  ob- 
livion. But,  sir,  I  sa^  that  the  victoty  on  Lake  Erie  pre- 
sents a  spectacle,  which  no  artist  need  he  persuaded  to 
■elect.  ArtisU  will  be  found  who  will  gladly  embark 
their  ftme  in  the  aune  baige  wtdch  eonmred  inimtntal- 
■ty  on  that  gallant  man.  But,  tat  bis  part,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
felt  unfeigned  surprise  when  he  observed  the  solicitude 
of  gentlemen  to  secure  the  glory  of  the  Hero  of  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans  by  any  vote  of  this  House.  That 
battle  is  not  one  of  those  achievements  which  needs  any 
resolution  this  kind.  A  vote  of  this  House  (much  as 
we  are  inclined  to  think  of  it)  is  1^  a  humble  thing, 
when  placed  alongride  of  those  Bchievementa  which  have 
been  produced  by  our  wars.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [&lr.  Dkattob]  bad  contended  that  a  resolu- 
tion for  commemorating  our  Naval  victories  oiiglit  not  to 
come  in  at  the  tail  of  »  resolution  intended  for  any  other 
purpose.  He  fully  agreed  in  this  sentiment,  and  he 
agreed  with  it,  because  he  held  those  victories,  wliether 
we  consider  their  nature,  or  the  consequences  which 
flowed  from  them,  as  infinitely  superior  to  that  whicli 
bad  been  achieved  at  New  Orleans.  The  victory  of  Lake 
Erie  was  so  cspeciiilly  ;  because  it  brought  its  into  com< 
petition  and  advanUgeuus  comparison  with  Great  Briuiii 
in  tliat  kind  of  warfare  which  wU  her  peculiar  glory. 
We  hud  already  of^en  met  and  combated  her  troops  on 
the  land  and  on  tbe  ocean  :  we  liad  again  and  again  met 
«Dd  conquered  her  in  battle,  ship  to  ship,  but  we  had 
never  till  that  moment  had  an  opportunity  of  gnppling 
with  her,  fleet  to  fleet.  The  occasion  was  a  great  one, 
atHi  the  victory  commensurate  to  tbe  occonoik  A  more 
decided,  a  more  complete,  or  a  more  triumphant  victory, 
was  never  won  by  land  or  sea.  And,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I, 
for  one,  am  not  willing  that  tliat  act  shall  follow  in  tl|c 
trun  of  any  military  cornel  which  has  shone,  and  glitter- 
ed and  glared  across  this  land.  No,  sir,  let  the  victory 
of  Erie  stand  by  itself.  I  will  not  agree  that  a  vote  for 
the  commemoration  of  an  event  like  that  sliall  be  taqked 
to  a  resolution,  the  only  object  of  which  is  to  commemo- 
rate the  victory  of  the  Hero  of  Orleans.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  deny  or  to  disparage  the  merits  of  that 
achievement.  But  I  ask  if  there  is  any  man  here,  who 
fisels  his  bosom  swell  and  his  heart  glow  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  victory  at  Orleans,  who  does  not  at  the  same 
time  feel  his  exultation  checked  by  a  pan^,  at  the  thought 
that  such  a  battle,  with  all  iU  attendant  carnage  and  woe, 
was  fought  by  two  nations  who  were  at  that  moment  at 
peace  :  that  the  contest,  glorious  as  it  migitt  be,  va»  a 
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mere  nuBUke  :  tint  it  happened  solely  from  the  ttnly 
ptce  at  which  intelli^nce  hiul  unavoidably  to  pus  from 
the  point  of  pacification  to  the  extremity  of  this  Repub- 
lic. The  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed  on  the  22d  of  De- 
cember. If  the  Angel  which  brought  ihe  news  of  peace 
across  the  ocean  could  havt.  hastened  his  iUgbtbut  aeTen* 
teen  days,  this  bloodshed,  on  the  8lh  of  January  might 
have  been  nuired.  And  who  is  there  that  does  not  re- 
gret th»t  M  this  glory  had  not  been  won  while  the  na- 
tions were  yet  in  the  career  of  full  and  open  hostihty  ? 
>Vho  is  there  tliat  does  not  regret  liiat  the  drama  should 
have  been  closed  with  such  a  scene  of  blood,  after  all 
the  events  of  the  tragedy  itself  were  finished  and  over  ? 
Not  so  with  the  battle  of  Erie.  That  immorUl  victory 
liftppened  when  it  was  most  needed.  It  stood  out  in 
bold  relief  in  the  midst  of  the  scenes  of  our  national  dif< 
ficulty  and  dinger  ;  and  its  effect  was  felt  in  the  reno- 
vnted  courage,  raised  hopes,  and  excited  feeling,  of  all 
who  were  engaged  in  the  contest.  I  ask,  then,  if,  when 
the  consequences  of  tliese  two  victories  are  taken  into 
view,  there  can  be  a  moment's  comparison  between  them? 

Sir*  I  am  against  this  measure  on  another  ground.  It 
may  illustrate  our  pride  as  a  nation  to  put  the  warriors 
who  have  served  us  in  an  attitude  of  glory  upon  can- 
vass, but  methinks  it  woiild  better  illustrate  the  national 
humanity,  were  we  to  put  those  warriors  themselves  at 
kast  in  comfortable  circumstances.  Here  have  we  more 
than  an  hundred  petitions  on  our  table  from  those  who 
once  breasted  the  battle  for  us,  and  are  now  in  circum- 
stances of  actuil  want  and  mendidty.  It  wotild  better 
become  us,  before  we  reward  our  heroes  by  the  pencil, 
to  send  some  scanty  pittance  to  those  who  are  beftging 
ht  our  doors.  And  besides,  sir,  we  have  hsngiag  on  us, 
by  a  slight,  I  grant  you,  and  a  Irngile  tie,  a  remnant  still 
burviving  of  the  soldiers  of  our  first  war.  They,  too, 
l.ave  prayed  ui  fur  relief*  but  to  this  hour  we  hsva  made 
no  provision  in  their  behalC  The  plea  urged  by  suine 
iu  behalf  of  these  aged  veterans,  was  met  by  the  alleged 
powriy  of  the  public  Treasury  j  yet,  now  we  are  asked 
to  put  our  hand  into  that  Treasury,  and  cover  our  walls 
with  more  than  they  can  conlain,  while  these  men  are 
left  to  beg  (heir  way  througli  the  States.  Sir,  what  have 
■we  done  for  the  Heko  of  our  first  war  ?  We  begged 
liis  bones,  and  we  have  left  lliem  to  moulder,  to  this 
liour,  under  a  covering  of  deal  boards  and  sand.  Would 
to  God  we  could  do  Something  to  redeem  our  pledges  of 
respect  to  bib  memory,  before  we  put  our  respect  for  so 
many  others  upon  the  caovasi. 

M^.  B.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  he  was  unwilling 
the  House  should  take  any  measure  which  might  lead 
men  to  suppose  that  dtere  was  not  an  artist  iu  the  world 
who  would  attempt,  without  a  bribe,  to  paint  the  victory 
uf  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  EVEHKTT  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  be- 
cause, in  his  apprehennuii,  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
He  had  no  hostility,  whatever,  to  the  original  resolution, 
but  thought  the  inquiry  ought  lo  take  a  more  extended 
form,  and,  at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
submit  an  amendment,  intended  to  effect  that  object. 
He  did  not  wish  that  the  House  should  pass  any  resolu- 
tion which  migin  leave  it  to  be  inferred  that  all  public 
merit  was  divided  between  Military  and  Naval  achieve- 
ments. No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  think  the  principle  was 
a  very  wise  and  piitriotic  one,  which  was  pursued  in  the 
selection  of  tlie  subjects  already  executed.  Two  of 
these  were  of  a  military  kind!  two  othirs  were,  both  in 
their  conception,  and  in  the  lesson  wliich  they  taught, 
of  a  civil  cliaractert  and  1  titink  (hat,  in  filling  up  the 
remi^ning  pannels,  the  same  principle  ought  still  to  go. 
vern  us.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  important  that,  in 
all  the  details  of  this  great  National  Monument,  we  keep 
constantly  hi  view*  oar  obligaition  to  teach  a  valuable 
Icnon  to  posterity.   We  may  find  enough  memorable 


events,  in  the  civil  history  of  this  country,  to  call  for  all 
the  aid  of  all  the  arts.  1  need  not,  I  trust,  repeat  the 
declaration  which  I  made  yesterday  that  I  have  im>  de- 
sign, whatever,  to  break  down  the  original  resolution. 
1  am  perfectly  free  to  say,  that,  in  any  series  of  military- 
exploits,  which  it  may  be  thought  necessary  oc  proper 
to  commemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  ought  nul 
to  be  omitted.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Hamiltok]  said  of  tliat  victory,  that  it  formed  the 
jinak  of  a  series  of  great  achievements.  Well,  sir,  on 
the  gentleman's  own  principle,  if  this  is  the  tennination 
of  a  series,  is  it  not,  at  least  natural  tu  take,  also,  some 
of  the  actions  which  composed  that  series  ?  The  gentle- 
man also  declared,  and,  I  doubt  not,  with  great  truth, 
that,  in  offering  this  resolution,  he  meant  nothing  invidi- 
ous. But,  will  it  not  be  considered  as  invidious,  when 
he  himself  confes^'es  there  has  been  a  series  of  great 
actions,  to  fix  upon  one,  alone,  for  commemoration  T  It 
is,  in  pai't,  on  this  acconnt,  that  t  wish  to  g^ve  to  the  re- 
solution the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  judgtneiit,  it 
ought  to  embrace. 

Mr.  BABTLEIT  expressed  his  agreemeot  with  tha 
gentleman  fcom  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  [Bvxsu]  that  U 
was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  this  declaratioiv  in 
compliment  to  some  of  those  who  have  fought  for  ua, 
while  there  are  others,  equally  deserving,  who  remain 
unprovided  for.  Before  we  flatter  the  vanity  of  our  he- 
roes, would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for  their  waoia  } 
Mr.  B.  said,  (hat  he  had  arisen  for  the  purpose  of  stat* 
ing,  tliat  he  had  prensred,  and  held  in  his  hand,  a  re- 
solution which  would  cover  the  whole  ground,  both  of 
the  amendment  and  the  original  resolution.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [fcb. 
Dwiost]  extends  the  inquiry,  which  was  at  fir^t  con- 
fined to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to  events  of  the 
Revolntioh  notyet  the  subject  of  our  commemoratior^ 
while  tliat  of  the  gentlenun  fh>m  New  Ywk,  [Ur. 
SToaas]  proposed  lo  include  the  naval  victories  of  both 
our  wars,  lliere  was  an  important  part  of  the  lustorjr 
of  our  country,  which  was  not  touched  bv  either  of  these 
amendments.  The  resolution  which  he  had  drafted 
would  be  in  order  by  way  of  amendment,  if  the  gentle- 
man ffom  New  York  would  consent  that  the  gentleman 
from  UaasBchusetta  [Mr.  Uwisax]  should  withdraw  the 
amendment  he  hod  ufTered. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  sud  notbtnR  would  give  him  more 
pleasure  than  to  oblige  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, [Mr.  Babtlstt]  by  accepting  his  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  his  on-n,  oould.he  do  so  without  abandon- 
ing the  princi])les  upon  which  he  had  originally  offered 
his  own  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Smith  Carolina.  He  was  persuaded  tltat  the  gentle- 
man himself  would  be  Mtisfied  of  the, propriety  of  the 
refusal,  when  he  heard  the  grounds  upon  whicli  it  was 
made.  He  had,  he  said,  lung  since,  understood,  from 
authority  which  could  not  be  doubted,  that,  vheu  the 
artist  selected  the  four  subjects  embiMced  by  his  ameiid- 
metil,  as  the  conclu«ion  of  a  scries  of  historical  paintings, 
that  selection  received  the  sanction  uf  Washington  and 
JefTersoii.  When  he  saw  the  Rotundo  decorated  on  one 
side  by  sucii  scenes  as  the  Seige  of  Yorktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Uurgoyne,  the  Declaralion  of  Independence, 
and  the  Surrendur  of  General  Washington's  Commission, 
it  was  painful  to  behold  the  other  side  of  that  splendid 
room  a  blank.  lie  lamented  it  the  more,  when  he  saw 
how  appntpriatcly  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battle  ef 
Bunker^s  HiD,  the  Attack  on  Quebec,  and  the  Battles  of 
Monmouth  and  Frinceton.  While  up,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman  ftom 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hahixtor.]  He  had,  in  depicting 
'  the  various  modes  of  legislative  hostility  wliich  might  be 
adopted,  let  fall  expresuons  susceptible  of  a  construction 
'  which  his  tfWQ  feelings  towards  that  honorable  gentleman 
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f«bid  liim  to  suppose  xould  h»ve  been  intended.  He 
hid  intimated  that  his  own  original  resolution  was  to  be 
flipothered  by  fhe  weight  of  the  amendments  ungener- 
ously thrown  upon  it.  Whatever  WM  intended  by  the 
remark,  he  could  not,  in  jusUce  to  himtelf,  suffer  it  to 
pass  unnoticed,  ir  there  was  a  member  upon  the  floor 
who  did  not  feel  his  heart  swell  with  a  prouder  and  more 
ardent  love  of  country',  when  he  contemplated  the  acbiev 
ments  of  the  general  and  the  army  of  New  Orlraiw,  he 
wu  not  tliat  man.  But  the  Itcai  t  which  wasalire  to  these 
'emotiona  could  never  be  closed  to  such  aa  were  calculat- 
ed to  be  excited  by  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  and  the 
others  to  which  his  amendment  applied.  And  he  could 
never  consent  to  commemorate  by  paintings  a  scene  In 
tlie  late  war,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  equal  spIendtH* 
in  our  Revolutionary  struggle.  If  his  amendment  were 
adopted,  it  would  embrace  them  all.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  certjunly  knew  him  too  well  to  sup- 
pose that  hb  feelings  were  of  such  ■  contracted  character 
as  to  induce  him  to  refuse  to  call  upon  American  genius 
to  ilhiatrate  American  f  alor.  I'o  the  genius  of  Alhton, 
as  an  historical  painter,  he  would  do  aH  homage,  and  ke 
had  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  would  give  full  bcope  to  that  of  both  the  art- 
iata  who  had  been  idluded  to. 

I'he  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Stobks,  viz  :  or  euch  of  the  vtctoriea 
achieved  by  the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  as  in  their 
opinion  riioiild  be  selected  for  such  national  commemora- 
tion," and  decided  in  the  negative — Ayes  80,  Noes  99. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
DwiORT,  viz  :  **  to  embrace  ttie  Duttles  (^Bunker's  Hill, 
Monmouth,  Princeton,  and  the  Attack  on  Quebec." 

'  On  this  question  Mr.  STRONG  asked  for  the  Yeas  and 
Nays.  Hiey  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  stood  as 
fdfowa  :  Yeas  83,  Nays  lOT. 

The  SPEAKER  now  announced  that  the  liour  allotted 
to  the  connderation  of  reports  and  resolutions  had  expired, 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  as  the  discussion  was  now 
ended,  and  as  a  postponement  might  lead  (o  a  renewal  of 
it,  with  |i  view  to  the  economy  of  public  time,  be  would 
now  move  that  the  consideranonof  the  bills  and  messages 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  abo  the  onlersof  the  day,  oe 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  further  considering  the  re- 
solution. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  TAYLOR  demani?ed  the  Yeas 
and  Nays.    They  were  taken  accordingly,  as  follows  ; 
For  the  postponement,      •      -  113 
Against  it.    .     -      •      -      ■  80 

So  the  discussion  proceeded. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolution  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Raktltoit,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  RANDOLPH,  it  was 
again  read. 

Mr.  BVI^RETT  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
10  as  tu  read  as  follows  : 

"  I'hat  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  Libraiy  be  instructed  to  inquir^nlo  the  expedi- 
ency of  taking  suitable  measures,  at  this  time,  to  procure 
a  series  of  historical  paintings  for  the  empty  pannels  of 
the  Hotundo." 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  that  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  he  should  state,  in  the  fewest  possible 
Wk}rds,whyhe  should  do  to.  Many  years  ago,  said  he,  when 
Congress  sat  in  the  brick  building  to  the  Tett  ol  this  room, 
a  propontion  not  dissimilar  to  tins  was  brought  forward, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee,  of  which  Committee  I  was 
one.  llie  result  of  that  proposition  is  seen  now  in  the 
Rotundo — it  ended  in  that.  I  sliould  ha^e  contented  my- 
self with  saying  noihing  on  this  subject,  if  I  had  not  seen 
my  name  in  one  of  th«  Annuaries  of  this  country — I  think 
it  was  called  the  American  Annual  Register — printed  at 
Philadelphia,  I  believe — it  is  some  time  since  I  saw  it — 
represented  as  baring  ezprested  &  reiy  high  upinicui, 


whether  of  these  paintings  themselves,  or  of  the  original 
sketches  of  these  paintings,  I  am  unable  to  say  which. 
That  book,  with  tbia  representation  in  it,  will  go  down, 
not  to  pMterity,  perbap^  but  to  the  next  generatiim — it 
will  go  no  ftrther — with  ten  thousand  thousands  of  other 
books,  and  other  misrepresentBtions,  not  quite  of  so  harm* 
less  a  character.  Now,  as  in  that  representation,  an  opi- 
nion has  been  expressed  for  me,  in  justice  to  myself,  as 
possessing  tlie  slightest  possible  pretension  to  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  of  taste,  I  protest  against  the  whole  of 
these  paintings.  If  this  propcdtion  for  amendment  ii  to 
have  a  nmilar  effect,  it  will  not  redound  either  to  the 
honor  of  this  body,  or  that  of  the  parties  to  be  represent- 
ed, on  such  canvass,  ahd  in  such  a  manner.  Mr.  R.  here 
disclaimed  a  disposition  to  say  any  thing  to  wound  the 
feeling  of  any  one— of  an  artist  particularly,  because  ar- 
tists are,  probably,  gmui  irritabik,  because  genius  is  ea- 
sily excited— but  be  said,  he  hardly  ever  passed  througli 
that  avemie  (the  Rotundo)  to  this  Hall,  (which  was  al- 
most every  day,  the  other  avenues-to  it  being  nearly  Im- 
passable) without  feeling  ashamed  of  the  state  of  the  Arta 
in  this  country  :  and,  as  the  pieces  of  the  ^reat  masters 
of  the  art  have,  among  the  eognouenU\  acquired  a  sort  of 
nam  de  guerre,  so  ought,  in  liis  opinion,  the  picture  of  the 
Declaration  Independence  to  be  called  the  Shm-pteee, 
for,  surely,  never  was  there,  before,  such  a  collection  <k 
tegs  submitted  to  the  eyes  of  mtn. 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  that  the  reasons  ui^d  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rawodlph]  should  be  ap- 
plied with  the  same  force  against  the  resolution,  as  the 
amendment.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  attempt  to  resist 
such  application  of  them.  He  had  before  observed  that 
he  thought  it  most  improper,  that  we  should  be  post- 
poning the  applicationi  of  the  sufferers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, to  spend  our  time  in  diseusidng  the  project  of  com- 
plimenting the  ofllccrs  of  the  late  war.  With  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Buross]  he  believed  all 
their  deeds,  worthy  of  remembrance,  had  a  better  secur- 
ity of  being  transmitted  to  posterity,  than  any  paintings 
could  give  them.  But  the  resolution  was  one  of  inquiry 
merely,  and  ns  such,  he  wished  to  give  the  Committee 
the  widest  field.  Tlie  resolution  proposes  an  inquiiy 
into  the  expediency  of  causing  a  painting  to  be  executed 
ofanngle  battle  in  the  late  war.  He  preferred  the 
amendment,  because  it  offered  to  the  Committee  a  selec- 
tion from  many  subjects  and  of  different  character. 
Among  his  reawna  for  this  preference  was  this,  that  it 
gave  them  the  right  to  look  among  the  important  eventa 
connected  with  our  civil  history,  for  subjects  for  the  pen- 
cil. He  did  not  hewiale  to  say  that  he  believed  it  im- 
portant to  our  futuT«  prosperity  and  safety,  that  we 
should  not  give  a  fictitious  importance  to  the  military 
character  ofthe  country.  This  was  the  fktal  error  into 
which  all  Governments  resembling,  in  any  degree,  our 
own,  had  fallen,  and  it  would  become  us  to  take  warning 
ftom  their  fate.  He  would  not  go  into  a  comparison  of  the 
meriuofmen,  wfioseliTeswerederoted  to  their  coun- 
try in  the  civil  department^  and  those,  whose  fame  re- 
sult from  a  single  succes^l  exploit ;  but  he  could  not  but 
approve  the  wisdom  of  the  former  resolution,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  artist,  who  in  execution  of  it,  had  se- 
lected two  of  his  subjects  from  those  connected  with  the 
civil  history  of  the  country— the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence and  the  Resignation  of  Washington.  Of  the  other 
subjects  of  tills  character  contemplated  by  him  to  com- 
pletethe  series,  one  was  "The  Treaty  with  France." 
and  another,  "  I'he  Treaty  of  Peace."  If  we  were  to 
confine  ourselves  to  topics  of  this  character,  our  history 
would  not  soon  tail  us  in  presenting  scenes  of  sufficient 
interest.  If  we  choose  to  go  beyond  those  of  the  Revo- 
lution, the  landing  of  ourpUgrim  fathers  has  already  call- 
ed forth  the  efforts,  the  successful  eflTorts,  of  a  distinguish, 
ed  Artist.   The  Treaty  of  Penn  with  the  Indians,  we 
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hare  pretended  to  coanncmomte  by  sn  attempt  at  sculp- 
ture, which  does  no  Justice  to  w  interesting  a  subject. 
Could  the  painter  find  nothing  worthy  of  his  powers  in 
the  character  of  the  individuals,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  assembled,  of  the  first  Congress  of  the 
Coloniesi  in  the  Convention  tiiatfruned  ilie  Constitution; 
the  first  ConKreas  that  wm  oi|^nized  under  its  provi- 
MOW  ?  Arid  are  these  mattera  of  no  intemt  to  the  pre- 
sent and  future  ages  i  If  the  subject  mast  be  a  local 
one,  and  additional  interest  it  attadi  to  it  fivm  its  con- 
nexion with  South  Carolina,  surely  the  mover  of  the  res- 
olution could  not  object  to  see  represented  upon  can- 
vass the  immortal  Laurens,  though  in  chains  at  the  feet 
of  a  sovereign  disdaininf^  and  rejecting  all  that  power 
could  proffer  to  tempt  him  from  the  cause  of  his  country, 
or  a  (estimonlal  that  slioutd  do  justice  to  hit  gallant  and 
chivalrous  son,  wlio  fell  in  the  cause  his  father  so  ably 
and  fearlessly  snstiined. 

Another  reason  for  which  he  preferred  the  amendment 
was,  that  it  permitted  the  committee  to  select  also  from 
ihe  brilliant  scenes  m  our  nanl  history.  He  would  not 
attempt  to  recapitulate  orto  commend  them.  They  need- 
ed it  not.  But  he  would  say,  that  hia  Judgment  of  their 
importance,  as  illustrating  the  history  of  the  country,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  the  times,  depended  not  on 
the  f;refttneBs  or  splendor  of  the  results.  Few  events 
could  belter  illustrate  the  true  spirit  and  real  ^ower  of 
freemen,  than  the  achievement  of  the  bold  O'Brien^  after 
the  outrage  at  Leiington,  in  the  same  year.  With  liia 
neighbors,  five  of  whom  were  his  brothers,  the  project 
was  suggested,  of  capturing  a  British  ship  <^  war  of  twen- 
ty six  guns,  then  upon  the  coast.  His  exclamation  was, 
"My  boys  we  can  doit."  'Twas  done.  The  pencil, 
that  dare  aitempt  it,  will  never  find  the  subject  un- 
wortliy  of  its  efibrts,  in  the  meeting  of  Jones  in  the  Bon 
Homme  RichanI,  with  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scai^- 
borough.  The  American  flae  in  the  Bay  of  Tripoli  pre- 
sents scenes  and  scenety,  wnich  (he  most  skilrul  artist 
may  be  proud  to  copy.  Somers  and  Israel,  and  Wads- 
worth  and  Decatur,  have  executed  designs,  which  need 
no  decorations  of  imagination  or  fancy.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  advert  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the  late 
wai,-upon  the  Atlantic  and  upon  the  lakes. 

Another  reason  for  prefcrrmg  the  amendment  is,  that, 
if  we  are  confined  even  to  military  events,  this  permits 
ttie  committee  to  select  from  among  them.  They  may 
go  back  to  the  early  scenes  of  our  history.  Personal 
valor  and  heroism  tre  not  of  modem  growth.  The  early 
Indian  wars  exhibited  efforts  of  bold  and  sucee&sfu!  dar- 
ing, tbat  have  since  never  been  surpassed.  The  achieve- 
ment at  Louisburgh  loses  nothing  in  compaii&on  with 
later  events.  If  we  go  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
as  the  mover  of  the  Msolution  observed*  that  it  was  fit 
that  we  should  have  exhibited  the  dosing  icene  of  the 
late  war,  it  cannot  be  lest  fit,  that  we  ^ould  exhibit  the 
first  scene  of  that,  which  secured  to  us  our  present  hap- 
py form  of  Government.  Among  the  Subjects  suggested 
by  the  artist  employed  under  the  former  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  yet  unexecuted,  is  that  of  the  "  Evacuation 
of  New  Yorkj**  the  "  Death  of  Mercer  at  Princeton," 
the  "  Battle  oTEutaw  SpringSj"  the  but  of  which,  surely 
has  the  advantage  of  local  associations,  to  recommend, 
itself  to  the  ccnsideratioii  of  the  mover  of  tliis  resolution. 
The  gentleisan  (bund  a  fitness  in  his  proposing  the  sub- 
ject, and  an  artist  ton  for  the  present  work,  in  their  being 
nstivea  of  the  SUte  he  represents.  So  far  as  that  may  in- 
fluence our  wishes,  he  might  feel  aa  deep  an  interest  in 
embracing,  with  other  gallant  achievement,  the  battle  of 
Monmoutli.  It  was  tliere  his  brave  countryman,  (CoL 
Cilley)  standing  upon  the  batter>',  from  which  he  had 
driven  the  enemy,  being  inquired  of  by  Washington, 
"  what  brave  troops  are  these ^"  answered,  "  f uU-bloodtd 
Yankeca,  Sir,  from  New  Hampshire."   A  title  higher 


than  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  )>rince  or  potentate  to  be* 
stow.  It  u  toe-ezahed  a  distinction,  to  be  elaitned  ex* 
clusively  by  any  section  of  the  country.  It  was  eiven,  b; 
the  enemy,  ut  iginally,  in  derision  of  all  those,  who  dared 
assert  and  defend  the  rights  of  firemen,  against  the  op- 
pressions of  tyranny.  A  name  and  principles,  of 
which,  from  their  aasodation^  they  should  erer  be 
proud. 

The  Battle  of  Bennington  may  not  have  been  attended 
with  all  the  "pomp  and  circumstance**  t>f  speecbei 
and  proclamations,  that  have  accompanied  some  other 
occasions:  for  the  only  proclamatioii  of  the  fesrlesi 
Stark  was,  "There  is  the  enemy,"  his  only  spetch, 

we  will  heat  them,  or,  this  night,  Mary  Stant  is  s 
widowi"  but  in  the  heroism  of  its  leader,  or  that  of  the 
hardy  yeomanry  who  fought  by  his  aide,  it  has  nu  where 
been  surpassed.  Will  the  House  prolubit  the  Commit- 
tee fVom  considering  whetlier  "tlie  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill"  is  worthy  of  the  notice  contemplated  by  the  rew- 
luttoii  ^  The  fitness  on  his  part  of  urging  it,  rested  not 
on  the  local  origin  of  a  commanding  ofiicer,  but  the  nti- 
zenahip  of  many,  very  many,  of  the  brave  men  who 
there  fought  and  feU.  The  ori^nal  resolution  propos- 
ed to  ua  Oie  subject  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and 
commended  to  us  an  artist,  who  was  a  native  of  the  wne 
State  of  whid) the  commanding  General  had  been  a  citiien. 
The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  need  not  be  excluded  Ironi  the 
inquiry  of  the  Committee.  It  is  not  intended  to  detncl 
from  the  just  praise  due  to  the  Artist  who  was  rained 
by  the  gentleman,  by  saying,  that  he  has  a  vorthy  sad 
succesiAil  competitor,  in  the  seliool  of  their  coonnoa 
master  and  distinguished  countryman.  West,  who  Kteral- 
ly  was  raised  upon  the  soil,  which  had  drank  the  blood 
of  the  brave  men  who  fell  in  the  unequal  fight— it  an 
Morse. 

But  if  we  were  to  confine  ourselves  to  tlie  events  rf 
the  late  war,  the  subject  proposed  was  not  the  only  one 
wortliy  of  notice.  He  had  no  desire  to  exclude  tbsl 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Committer.  He  liad  i» 
unwillingness  to  give  honor  to  whom  hoWor  is  due. 
Yet,  splendid  as  was  that  achievement,  he  could  not  » 
sent  to  the  declaration  of  a  gentleman  that  he  was  "  the 
hero  of  the  late  war,"  to  the  exclusion  of  alluthersiOr 
that  "he  was  die  man  who  achieved  the  victory  of  Near 
Orleans."  There  were  other  men  there,  and  boy»  tw, 
who  did  not  "  in^orionaly  flee."  Is  it  our  duty,  bysuch 
an  excluMve  resolution,  to  degrade  thoie  who  fought  at 
Kort  Krie,  Chippewa,  and  Bridgewaler  ?  In  the  bloody 
scene  of  that  battle,  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire  had 
earned,  whether  it  should  ever  be  awarded  him  or  not, 
a  higher  reputation  for  personal  bravery,  cool  delibera- 
tion, and  auccesrful  enterprise,  than  belonged  to  any 
other  individual  of  that  war.  When  asked  by  the  cmd- 
manding  General  if  he  could  drive  the  enemy  trom  the 
batteiy,  his  answer  was,  "  Ml  try.  Sir."   It  was  done. 

He  had  adverted  to  these  si^jects  for  no  other  parpMC 
than  to  brin^  to  recollection  scenes  worthy,  at  least, 
some  attention,  in  connexion  with  the  one  propowd. 
The  mover  of  the  resolution  had  expressed,  and  moatde* 
serve<lly,  great  confidence  in  the  Committee  to  whom  he 
had  directed  his  resolution.  If  be  has  equal  confidence 
in  the  merit  of  his  proposition*  he  ought  not  to  heritate  to 
submit  it  to  their  oeouon  on  the  brtndest  principle  of  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  por- 
pose  of  protracting  the  debate :  for  he  was  conicious  Ik>w- 
ever  great  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  resolution,  that  the 
diacussion  had  been  already  prtdonged  much  beyond  the 
period  vhkh  tlie  intrinsic  ments  of  the  subject  Dii^ 
seem  to  deserve.  He  would,  llterefore,  not  emubte  tbe 
e»mple  of  the  gentlerouii  from  New  Hanipih"^* 
[Mr.  BAiiTiaTTl  by  travelling  over  the  historical  detail 
with  which  he  had  been  pleased  to  entertain  tlte  HouK 
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• — *  detail  vliich  had  «ati8fied  him,  from  its  prolixity, 
that  many  of  the  events  were  much  more  tixppily  dispos- 
al of  where  they  were  placed  in  the  records  of  our  hia- 
torjr,  than  they  would  be,  if  iranftferred  to  tlie  canvass. 
He  was  inclined  to  indulge  in  this  eriticinn  if  he  took 
for  the  {fnniping  of  the  picture  the  events  in  the  order 
in  which  they  had  been  narrated  by  the  gentleman 
himself. 

Nor  would  he  emuhite  that  gentleman  in  another  ex- 
ample, who  has  certainty  not  .exempted  the  old  adage, 
that  *'  comparisons  are  odious,"  from  its  usual  penalty. 
i]«  mxy  retain  all  the  fruits  of  this  example)  1  will  not 
Rrilow  it  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  the  inVidousness 
of  challenging  a  single  comparison,  or  runiung  a  single 
parallel.  I  would  not  purchase,  if  I  could,  the  success 
of  my  resolution  by  underrating  even  the  humblest 
achievement  which  has  contributed  to  the  sum  of  ourna- 
tioiud  i^ory.  Nothing  shall  provoke  me  into  this  species 
of  war. 

But,  sir,  I  r<»e  merel)'  for  the  single  purpose  of  repel- 
fit^ltn  insinuation  of  the  gentleman,  that  there  was  some* 
thing  of  aaeeUonal  selfishness  in  the  motive  which  had  dic- 
tated my  resolution.  The  gentlenuin  intimates  that  I  am 
mistaken  ;  sir,  he  may  not  have  so  intended — but  he  rung 
the  changes  so  repeatedly  on  "  South  Carolina,"  and  so 
often  appealed  to  what  he  seemed  to  regard  as  mv  sel- 
fish feelings,  by  asking  wliy  I  would  not  select  such  and 
auxh  event  from  the  Revolutionary  hist(»y  of  South  Caro- 
lina, as  a  fit  subject  for  the  painter,  that  it  surely  was  a 
mistake  into  which,  not  I  alone,  but  others,  might,  very 
naturally  have  fallen. 

Sir,  I  desi^  my  own  words  should  be  my  own  interpre- 
ters. I  did  not  say  that  I  had  offered  the  resolution  because 
General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Allston  were  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  but  only  indicated  that  an  accidental  con- 
juncture of  circumstances  had  led  to  what  might  prove 
a  happy  congruity,  that  the  valor  and  conduct  of  the 
one  might  be  ilUistrtted  by  ihe  genius  and  taste  the 
other.  If  there  be  any  thing  ceiwiuable  in  cherishing 
tfais  emotion  of  State  pride,  I  must  bear  it.  1  Would 
rather  suffer  the  penalty  than  be  destitute  of  the  senti- 
ment. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  contribute  to  any  further  or  nnne. 
cesaary  consumption  of  time.  All  I  deaire,  now,  is,  that 
the  question  may  no  longer  be  postponed. 

The  question  being  now  put,  on  the  amendment  mov* 
ed  by  Mr.  Evsarrr,  Mr.  STORRS  asked  that  it  be  taken 
by  Yeas  and  Nays.  It  was  taken  accordingly,  and  decid* 
ed  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  foliovs  :  Yeas  87,  Nays  105.  . 
So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  £verictt  was  rejected. 
Mr.  STEWART  now  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  Mr.  Hahihtos's  resolution,  to  come  in  aner  the  word 
"  New-<Mean^"  viz  ;  <'  battle  on  I^ke  £rie,  and  such 
Ather  subjects  as  Uiey  may  select,  to  fill  the  four  vacant 
pannelsin  the  Kotundo." 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  pro- 
tract (he  debate.  The  victory  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion would  fill  one  pannel  only,  but  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  House  should  provide  for  filling  all  the 
four.  He  wis  iiifawrofhavingthe^attleof  New-Orleans 
to  occupy  one  of  the  paunels,  and  he  bad  worded  his  re- 
solution so  as  to  embrace  it. 

Mr.  McCOY  said  he  was  opposed  to 'this  amendment, 
as  he  had  been  to  all  the  others,  and  not  more  opposed 
to  the  amendments  than  be  was  to  the  original  motion. 
I  (said  Mr.  McC)  am  against  laying  out  the  money  of 
this  nation  for  pictures.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  in  this  a.^c 
of  ciriliziUion,  any  such  mode  of  commemoration,  as  m- 
teoded  to  cany  down  the  memory  of  the  heroes  and  wise 
men  of  a  nation  to  posterity,  is  wholly  unnecessary 


The 
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mode  of  perpetttating  great  actions,  whether  military,  na-  be  laid  before  them  at  the  same  time, 
val  or  civil.  1  think  we  have  had  a  Hunple  of  the  fine  arts, '  n  fiivor  of  the  amendinent. 
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and  it  is  now  in  the  Rotundo,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  has 
brojght  IIS  more  plague  than  profit.  And  if  the  fine  arts' 
cannot  thrive  in  this  country  without  getting  up  Govern- 
ment jobs,  why,  I  say,  let  them  fail.  1  should  be  as  much 
in  (hvor  of  commemdiating  the  victoty  at  New^rleans  as 
any  other  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  I  am  opposed  tn 
the  whole  business,  and  I  meve  yon,  that  both  the  reso- 
lution and  the  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  shall  lie  there  during  the 
rest  of  the  Session. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  BARTLETT asked  the  Yeasand 
Nays.  Tliey  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  taken  ac* 
eordingly,  as  follows  :  Yeas  88,  Nays  109. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  t^le  was  rejected. 
Mr.  WOODCOCK  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss 
the  question,  after  so  much  time  had  been  spent  upon  it. 
He  would  ask  his  frieiKl  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stew- 
art] to  accept  a  modification  of  his  amamhnent.  The 
House  had  been  asked  to  couple  the  commemoration  of 
the  glorious  victory  of  New-Orleans  (and  there  was  no 
man  who  thought  more  highly  of  that  acfaierctnent  than 
he  did,)  with  some  events  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  House  had  refused  this  request.  He  would  now 
submit  the  propriety  of  filling  some  of  the  vacant  pan- 
nels  with  some  of  the  victories  of  the  late  war.  He  then 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  -STXWAaT*B  proposed  amendment, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  Erie,"  the  following  words: 
"  The  battle  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  victory  on  Lake 
Champlain." 

Blr.  STEWART  accepted  this  as  a  modification  of  his 
amen4ment,  from  which  he  also  struck  out  the  wards 
"  and  such  other  subjects  as  they  may  selcct.to  fill  the 
four  vacant  pannels  in  the  Rotundo.*'  So  that  the  amend- 
ment,  as  modified,  would  read,  **  To  insert,  afler  the 
word  *'  New-Orleans,"  the  words  "  the  battle  on  Lake 
Erie,  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  victory  on  Lake 
Champion." 

On  this  question,  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  demanded 
by  Mr.  Sj-baitk,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  OAKLEY  said,  that  as  the  Yeasand  Nays  bad  been 
ordered,  he  wished  to  state  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  this  amendment,  although  he  had  voted  in 
bvor  of  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  RvaasTT.]  It  had  been  his  wish  that  all  the 
pannels  nf  the  Rotundo  should  be  occupied  by  subjects 
taken  from  the  war  of  the  Revolution  alone,  but  gather- 
ing from  the  result  of  the  votes  taken,  that  it  was  the 
sense  of  the  House  that  •  decision  should  be  bad  on  the 
original  resolution,  taken  separately,  and  this  amendment 
having  no  relation  to  the  events  of  the  Revolution,  he 
had  no  inducement  lef^  for  voting  in  its  tavor. 

Mr.  WOODCOCK  said,  that  he  should  not  have  asked 
the  modification,  had  not  the  amendment  of  the  gentle, 
man  fVora  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dwiobt]  proposing  to  fill 
the  remaining  pannels  with  events  from  the  Revolution, 
been  decided  in  the  negative.  He  inferred,  from  that 
vote,  that  it  was  the  will  of  the  House  not  to  have  any 
more  paintings  of  the  scenes  in  the  Revolution.  Seeing 
that  this  could  not  be  obtained,  his  next  wish  was,  to  fiU 
the  pannels  with  events  of  our  second  war.  He  thought 
it  would  be  no  disp»i-agement,  either  to  the  victory  of 
New.Orleans,  or  to  the  commander  who  won  it,  to  be 
placed  alongside  of  the  Heroes  of  the  Revolution,  and  he 
had  endeavored  to  select,  in  addition  to  that  victory,  such 
events  as  he  thought  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  MARVIN,  of  New-York,  said,  that  he  woOld  Uke 
the  liberty  of  reminding  the  House  that  the  original  re- 
solution proposed  an  imiuiry  only,  and  not  any  order  i 
and,  that  they  mij^ht  have  the  whole  subject  fbUy  ht&n 
them,  he  thought  it  would  be  preferable  that  aU  the  sitb. 
jects  which  the  House  thought  of  peculiar  interest,  should 

Ho  was  Uwrefiwe, 
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Mr.  JENNINGS  said,  that  be  had  already  riven  his 
Vote  against  some  of  the  amendments  which  had  been 
offered,  and  he  should  vote  i^inst  that  now  proposed- 
He  was  desurous  to  vote  on  the  proposition  as  it  vras  ori- 
ginally presented,  and  leave  himself  at  liberty  to  follow 
such  a  course  as  he  might  think  most  proper,  on  other 
propositions  whieh  might  be  subsequently  offered.  He 
regretted  that  gentlemen  seemed  to  perwst  in  ui^ng  the 
original  measure,  as  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance. 
For  himself,  he  was  disposed  to  thiiilc,  that  the  victory  of 
New-Orleans  had  already  been  celebrated,  as  well  by 
public  as  by  private  acts,  more  than  any  victory  acliiev* 
ed  during  the  late  war.   The  Legislature  of  Hassachu- 
setts  had  made  it  the  subject  of  one  of  their  public  acts, 
and  he  well  remembered  to  have  seen  every  door  and 
window  of  the  City  of  Wasliington  Illuminated  upon  that 
occasion.    Subsequently  to  this,  he  had  witnessed,  in  the 
House  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (now  President  of 
the  United  States,)  what  be  thought  was  due  to  him  and 
to  the  event.    If  any  thing  tike  party  spirit  was  thought 
to  mingle  in  the  present  discussion,  for  himself  be  dia- 
claimed  it  entirely,  and  should  vote  against  the  present 
amendment  on  the  grounds  he  had  already  stated. 

Mr.  BANDOLPH  now  enquired  of  the  Chuk  whetlier, 
should  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  would  then  be  sus- 
fseptibte  of  further  amendment < 

The  SPKAEER  replied  to  Uie  query  of  Mr.  B,  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  said,  tltat,  before  the  Yeas  and 
Nays  were  talcen,  he  should  read,  as  his  reason  for  vot* 
tng  against  the  amendment,  the  following  resolution. 
Mr.  B.  then  read,  from  the  acta  of  Congress,  the  fol- 
■lowing  : 

*'  ^atdvedt  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  tbaiiks  of  Congress  be,  and  tney  are  hereby, 
given  to  Major-General  Jackson,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re^ar  army,  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  of  the  volunteers  under  iiis  command,  the  greater 
proportion  of  whicli  troops  consisted  of  mihtia  and  volun 
teers.  suddenly  eoUecled  together,  for  their  uniform  gal 
lantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  agamst 
the  enemy,  from  the  time  of  his  landing  before  New-Or- 
leans, until  his  final  expulsion  therefrom  t  and  particu- 
larly for  their  valor,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  on  the  8th 
of  January  last,  in  repul^ng,  vith  great  slaughter,  a  nu' 
merous  British  army,  of  chosen  veteran  troops,  when  at 
tempting,  by  a  ffotd  and  daring  attack,  to  carry  by  storm 
the  works  hastily  thrown  up  fur  the  protection  of  New 
Orleans  ;  and,  thereby,  obtaining  a  most  ugnal  victory 
over  the  eoemy,  with  a  disparity  of  loss^  oh  ms  part,  un- 
exampled in  military  annals. 

"  Aew/wrf,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  btruck  a  gold  medal,  with  de- 
vices emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 

firesented  to  Major-General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of  the 
ligh  sense  entertained  by  Coagreas  of  his  Judicious  and 
distinguished  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

•<  looked.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  com- 
mwiicated  to  Major-General  Jackson,  in  such  terms  as 
he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  ob- 
jects thereof." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  that  he  would  give  his  reason, 
alflo,  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  amendment  t  and  he  would 
do  BO  after  the  example  just  set  him  by  tbc  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Mr.  W.  then  read,  from  the  acta  of  Con- 
gress, the  following : 

"  Mesohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Heprcsenta 
tivea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  presented  to  Captuin  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and 
through  him,  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  -ma. 


rincs,  and  infantry,  seizing  as  such,  attached  to  the  squad- 
ron under  his  commandi  for  the  decisive  and  glonoiu 
victory  gained  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  tenth  of  Septetnber, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tturteen, 
over  a  British  squadron  of  superior  force. 

"Baohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  emblem- 
atical of  the  action  between  the  two  squadrons,  and  to 
present  them  to  Captaio  Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D.  El- 
liot, in  such  manner  as  wiU  be  most  honorable  to  them ; 
and  that  the  President  be  further  requested  to  present  a 
silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to  eacli 
of  the  commis^oned  officers,  whether  of  the  army  or  n> 
vy,  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  to  each  o{  the  mid- 
shipmen and  sailing-masters,  who  so  nobly  distinguisbed 
themselves  on  that  memorable  day. 

"  ReatAval,  That  the  President  cf  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  nlver  medal,  with  like  emblein 
and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieutaaat 
John  Brooks,  of  the  marines,  and  a  sword  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Midshipmen  Henry  Laub,  and  Thonu 
Cluton,  Jr.  and  to  communica_te  to  tbem  the  deep  re- 
gret which  Congress  feel  fur  the  loss  of  thoae  gallant  men 
whose  names  ought  to  live  in  the  recollection  anda^ 
tion  of  a  grateful  country,  and  whose  conduct  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  an  example  to  future  generations. 

"  Sai^tedf  That  three  montha'  pay  oe  allowed,  eselu- 
rivcly  of  the  common  sllovnnee,  to  alt  the  peUy  olScci% 
seamen,  marines,  andiofimtry,  senring  as  such, 
glnrieusly  supported  the  honor  of  the  American  Sag, 
under  the  orders  of  their  gallant  commander,  on  tbat 
signal  occasion.** 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amet^dmentt^l^- 
Strwabt,  with  Mr.  Wooucoc^'s  modification,  and  deci- 
ded by  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  follows  :  Teas  85,  Nays  MM. 
So  lite  amendment  was  rejected*  *  . 

Mr  RANDOLPH  now  moved  to  amend  tbc  oiigiml 
resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Committee  en 
the  Library,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  "a  Select 
Committee." 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  aaid,  he  had  made  this  motion  out 
of  no  disrespect  to  tlie  Library  Committee  ;  and,  sfWr 
some  other  observations  (not  distinctly  beard)  he  aiid 
that  he  was  not  himself,  and  had  not  for  many  yean,  bess 
a  member  of  that  Committee.   He  had  incurred  thedis' 
grace  of  being  casliiered  from  tliat  comnaittee  some  twen- 
ty years  ago.    [He  had  at  the  same  time  been  a  mewbcr 
of  -anotlier  Committee,  (Waysand  Means),  upon  which 
the  Speaker  had  recently  done  him  the  honor  to  pbce 
him,  after  an  interval  of  twenty  years.]    Now,  said  Mr- 
R.  1  Uke  it  that  the  members  of  the  Library  Committee 
ore  selected  for  their  learning,  and  their  knowtedj^e  si 
books — I  should  suppose  so,  apri'ttri^  certainly  ;  which  ■ 
a  subject  very  distinct  from  the  fine  arts,  although  an  sc- 
quaintance  with  both  may  be  Oxoause  they  have  been) 
united  in  the  same  person,  and,  for  any  thing  I  knoWi 
may  be  so  in  the  person  of  every  individual  conposinK 
the  committee.    But  I  wish  to  give  to  the  Speaker  an  op- 
portunity  a?  selecting,  to  compose  this  committee,  in  caK 
tlie  resolution  should  psss,  such  individuals  in  the  Hoiue* 
OS  may  happen  to  be  nest  acquainted,  not  merely  with 
fine  arts,  but  with  painting  particularly — for,  among  tlte 
professors  of  the  fine  arts  many  excel  in  one  department, 
who  do  not  in  another  ;  and,  although  the  arts  were  saw 
to  be  sisters,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  prefer  the  judfiwnt 
of  a  Canova  or  a  Chantry  in  Sculpture,  as  he  would  of  s 
Weber  on  a  piece  of  music,  and  as  he  would  unquc*'™*: 
biy  prefer  that  of  Lord  Byron  as  a  poet,        He  wioeo 
tliat  he  had  not  made  the  motion  until  he  was  saUnc^ 
tiiat  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  would  accept  it  ssa 
part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.    HAMILTON  said,  that  his  accept»Jtc«  of  "'* 
amendment,  which  his  honorable  friend  from 
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<Hr  Ravdolpb)  had  offered,  might  subject  him  to  the 
imputation  of  inconsistency,  unaccompanied  by  an  ex 
plana tion. 

Me  had  said,  yesterday,  that  he  felt  entire  gratification 
in  confiding  hi*  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. What  he  was  going  to  say,  to-day,  might  prove 
that  candor  was  not  the  most  profit&ble  commodity  a 
tain  can  bring  to  market,  although,  under  all  circum- 
stances, it  U  invaiiably  the  most  cre^table.  lie  would 
out  with  it,  and  declare  that  he  had  changed  bis  mind  t 
and,  19  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Library, 
according  to  hia  humble  view  of  the  Eubject,  had  voted 
fur  every  proposition  calculated  to  defeat  this  resolution, 
they  were,  therefore,  unfit  depositaries  for  the  wibject- 
matter.  He  would  profit  by  the  fable.  He  would  not  put 
the  lamb  to  nune  to  the  wolf. 

Mr.  KTERETT  now  said,  that  he  felt  much  indebted 
to  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia.  (Mr.  lUiriKiira  )  and 
Che  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haxiitov,) 
fer  the  amendment  which  went  to  strike  out  "the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Librarj',"  and  ii»ert'*a  select  committee." 
It  would  free  him  from  what  he  considered  a»  a  heavy 
burden  ;  for,  without  undertaking  to  speak  for  the  other 
members  of  the  Library  Committee,  he  was  conscioas, 
for  himself,  of  not  bdng  in  the  least  degree  qualiCed  for 
the  task  imposed  on  him,  and  he  felt  greatly  relieved  by 
the  adoption,  by  the  gentleman  fi-om  South  Carolina,  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  9.  WOOD,  of  New  York,  (a  member  of  the  Li 
brary  Committeel  said,  that  tlie  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr^-  Haniltok]  was  mistaken'  in  the  inference 
he  had  drawn  from  his  (Mr.  Wood's)  vtrte,  formerly  gi»en. 
I  am  fot  this  picture,  but  I  am  for  others  also,  and  one 
reaKfn  it,  that  I  believe  the  contract  with  Mr.  Allston  can 
be  made  on  much  better  terms  if  we  engage  him  for  the 
whole  series  of  painttnga,  than  if  be  were  to  paint  one 
only.  1  was  in  fiivor'of  the  amendment  before  proposed, 
because,  if  it  had  been  adopted,  we  should  have  had 
the  whole  field  of  the  national  histwy  before  us,  from 
which  to  select  the  proper  subjects.  Our  report  would 
havfc  been  •ubimtted  tv  the  House,  and  they  could  have 
passed  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  they  thought  proper. 
We  have  four  pannela  only,  and  not  a  picture  gallery,  and 
when  font  subjects  liave  been  selected,  "there  our  cog- 
nizance of  the  subject  ends^  In  my  judgment  it  would 
be  better  to  fill  all  the  paimels  now.  Should  this  be  de- 
tetftained  on,  it  is  probable  Mr.  Allston  might  be  more 
'  cMNly  p*e vailed  on  to  break  his  connexions  where  he 
now  is,  and  come  at  the  National  call.  Such  a  course  I 
should  deem  more  prudent  than  to  contract  with  him  for 
a  single  picture  only. 

Mr.  WOODCOCK  then  moved  to  amend  the  modified 
motion  so  as  to  refer  tlie  subject  to  the  Library  Commit' 
tee,  instead  of  a  select  committee  ;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

'  Mr.  OAKLEY  rose  to  propose  an  amendment,  «hich 
he  did  not^  doubt  would  be  acceptable  to  the  mover  of 
the  rciohitivn.  Its  object  was  not  to  add  any  new  paint- 
ings, but  merely  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  those 
already  in  the  Kotimdo.  He  had  been  told  that  thove 
pictures  Were  already  sustaining  injury  from  the  damp- 
ness of  the  walls,  and  It  was  important  that  some  mode 
should  be  adopted  of  arresting  what  must  otherwise  very 
soon  aestroy  them  entirely.  Me  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment  : 

'*And  that  the  same  Commi  tee  also  be  instructed  to 
inquh-e  what  measures  a'r«  neceaBary  to  preserve  tl>e 
paintings  already  placed  in  the  Itutundo." 

Mr.  HAMILTON  signified  his  acceptance  of  this 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR,  of  Vii^iniB,  said,  that  as  he 
should  vote  against  the  resululion,  be  Would  aak  the  in- 
dolgence  of  the  House,  while,  as  anact  of  justice  to  liim* 


self,  he  stated  the  reasons  which  woul  d  actuate  him  upon 
this  occasion.  None,  said  Mr.  n.,  can  hold  in  higher  es- 
timation  that  great  military  achievement  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  hand  down  to  pnsterity  by  the  aid  of  one  of 
the  fine  arts  ;  nor  can  any  hold  in  more  exahcd  estimation 
the  distinguished  individual  who  planned  and  executed 
it.  it  is  a  deed  which  has  cast  around  him  a  halo  of  glory, 
and  has  added  largely  to  the  slock  of  the  national  reputa> 
tion.  My  aentimenta  in  regard  to  that  individual  I  had  an 
opportunity,  about  eight  years  ago,  of  expressing  public* 
1y  in  this  House,  and  when  occasinn  shall  require,  I  am 
prepared  to  give  yet  stronger  evidence  of  the  hieh  estima- 
ation  which  1  think  his  character  justly  merits.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  from  any  objection  to  the  individual.  One  of 
whose  actions  it  is  now  proposed  to  commemorate,  that 
I  object  to  the  adoption  of  tins  resolution.  If  1  voted  for 
any  Bubjeet  for  this  painting,  I  should  uiuluubtedly  plac* 
this  first  in  order,  as  I  deem  it  to  be  the  first  in  impor- 
tance. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  House  when  the  former  reso- 
lution paMed  ordering  ihc  piinlings  which  are  now  in 
the  Rotundo.  I  voted  against  th.it,  and  on  tlie  same 
principles  must  vote  against  this  also.  \Iy  reasons  for 
both  IS,  that  I  do  not  nold  it  to  be  a  proper  diaburse- 
ment  of  the  public  money  to  devote  it  to  purposes  of 
ornament.  I  call  this  a  purpose  of  ornament,  because, 
in  my  decided  opinion,  there  is  a  be ttei  mode  of  handing 
down  great  actions  to  posterity  than  either  painting  ur 
statuary.  The  House  ha^  this  day  hrard  read  two  reso- 
lutions of  thanks  passed  by  the  assembled  Representatives 
of  the  whole  American  People.  The  individuals  named  in 
theee  resolutions  may  be  truly,  said  to  have  their  "names 
enrolled  in  the  Capitol,"  there  to  live  as  long  as  the  ar- 
chives of  thfc  Government  shall  survive  the  stroke  of 
time.  My  opinion  is,  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  present 
generation,  the  individual  who  achieved  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans  has  his  monument  in  the  heai-ts  of  all  his 
countrymen  ;  and  as  it  respects  the  generations  to  come, 
the  page  of  impartial  history  will  better  carry  down  his 
actions  than  any  peridiable  monument  which  the  arts 
could  raise.  And  as  to  the  moral  effect  attributed  to 
such  monuments,  so  long  as  the  high  spirit  of  liberty 
which  now  animates  this  nation  shall  prevail,  it  wants  no- 
thing  to  preserve  it;  and  when  it  shall  once  have  passed 
away,  nothing  that  the  arts  can  do  will  ever  restore  it. 
What  says  the  experience  of  mankind  ?  Those  periods  cf 
the  world  when  painting  and  sculpture  were  at  their 
highest  point  of  perfection,  were  not  the  periods  of  its 
proudest  character. 

In  Rome,  so  long  as  the  Republic  lasted,  painting  and 
sculpture  were  comparatively  little  known,  and  even  the 
Greeks,  who  excelled  them  most  in  both,  after  they  had 
carried  these  arts  to  perfection,  were  conquered  by  the 
Romans,  and  the  Romans,  when  they  had  learned  them, 
were  conquered  in  their  turn.  Nor  did  the  spirit  which 
lias  been  recently  awakened  in  modem  Greece,  derive 
its  source  from  any  relicts  of  the  paintings  of  Uieir  ances- 
tors, but  rather  from  reading  their  exploits  on  the  page 
of  history. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  rase.  It  mifj^t  appear  strange 
he  said,  that  he  too  should  vote  against  the  resolution, 
after  the  votes  which  he  had  given  upon  the  amendmenta 
j>roposed  to  it.  But  he  held  it  to  be  perfectly  parliamen- 
tary to  make  a  proposition  as  perfect  as  possible,  and, 
having  done  so,  to  vote  against  it  altogether  upon  prin- 
ciple.  He  would  state  his  reasons  for  doing  so  on  the 
present  occasion,  even  more  succinctly  than  tiis  voilhy 
colleague  had  done  before  him.  If  the  House  acted 
upon  ibe  subject  of  this  resolution  at  all,  Mr.  It.  said,  bo 
WHS  satisfied  (hat  they  ought  to  act  upon  it  singly  :  and 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  had  been  read  by  the 
gentleman  behind  him,  as  a  sort  of  set-ufi*  against  that 
which  be  iiad  himself  read,  had  only  confirmed  him  in 
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Ibat  opinion  for,  h«  said,  it  would  be  founil»  upon  exa- 
minin^  the  resolution  in  reganl  to  the  victory  at  New  Or- 
leans Ihnt  General  Jackson,  and  General  Jacksun  alone, 
was  named  in  it :  whilst,  in  the  other  resolution,  llie 
glory  was  shared  by  others  besides  Commodore  Perry, 
who,  though  no\  sn  distinguished  as  he,  yet  partoulc 
largely  of  the  merit  of  the  nchieretnent. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  concurred  entirely  in  what  had  been 
sakl  by  his  worthy  and  respectable  colleanie,  on  this 
subject  t  and,  if  he  wotild  five  bim  leave,  he  could  tell 
him  that  he  had  heard  similar  sentiments  expressed  in 
this  House  by  one  (Mr.  Macoit]  who  might  be  called  the 
Fabricius  ot  this  countr}'.  It  was  nl  the  last  Session  of  the 
Presidency  of  the  eldifr  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  said,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proposition  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
or  a  pyramid  to  the  memory  of  Wasliington,  that  the 
sure  way  to  commeaiorate  liii  virtuei^  was  to  put  his  Life 
into  the  hands  of  every  school-be^  in  the  country.  In 
ancient  days,  Mr.  R.  said,  monuments  were  resorted  to, 
to  Commemorate  pulilic  events  or  iHdividualTamc.  What 
had  become  of  them  ?  It  was  the  vote,  and  not  the  work 
of  Hie  artist,  which  conferred  honor.  And  here  lie  would 
apeak  in  the  words  of  another  man,  who  as  justly  mi^t 
be  called  the  Dentatus  of  America,  as  the  one  to  whom 
he  hid  before  alluded  might  be  called  the  Fabricius,  and 
who  bad  scarcely  his  superior  in  sagacity.  I  speak,  said 
Mr.  n.  of  Koger  Sherman,  and  of  wliat  I  heard  with  my 
own  ears.  When  a  number  of  propositions  for  the  erec- 
tion  of  monuments  were  made,  some  of  which  the  whole 
means  of  the  Tr^asuiy  would  have  been  inadequate  to 
carry  into  effect,  he  said  that  the  monument  was  the  vote 
to  erect  one  i  that  posterity.would  never  inquire  where  the 
monument  was.  It  is  the  vote*  that  ia  the  montimeht. 
Sir,  what  has  become  of  tlte  monuments  ofCgypt  ?  They 
stand,  to  be  sure,  in  the  sands  of  the  desert  i  but  we  do 
not  know  who  built  them.  Where  is  the  memory  of  Ho- 
mer .'  Where  his  monument  ?  His  memory  lives,  at  the 
end  of  three  thousand  years,  as  green  and  as  great  as 

ever.  —  Sir,  said  Mr.      no  man  who  has 

ever  walked  through  Westminster  Abbey,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  in  fiiTor  of  erecting  monuments  to  commemo- 
rate public  lerriocs.  We  hear  of  Westminster  Abbey  : 
it  is  an  imposing  name,  and  an  imposing  thing.  But  it 
is  the  vote — the  vote,  and  the  Speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons  which  accompanies  it,  to  bury  an  individual 
there  at  the  public  expense,  that  gives  its  value  to  the 
distinction..  But  go  there,  and,  as  in  many  other  cases 
of  real  life,  the  dear  delusion  is  torn  away.  Like  the 
tombi  of  Hamilton  and  Washington,  Mr.  R  said,  the 
monuments  are  diafiffured  by  the  hands  of  mischievous 
school-boys  i  and  miserable  tilings  sticking  against  the 
wall  commemorate  the  talentsofsuch  men  as  Gray,  Shake- 
speare, Sien  Jonton,  &c.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  put  the  nail  in  the  coftin  of  the 
reaolution.  You  are  gmng,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  put  paintings 
into  a  room'  not  fumnmedi  uninhabited,  and  uninhabita- 
ble. If,  in  the  fine  climate  of  Italy,  and  under  the  im- 
mediate care  of  skilful  persons,  the  pictures  of  the  old 
masters  are  so  damaged  as  almost  to  have  lust  their  value, 
what  would  become  of  pictures,  in  a  climate  like  this, 
where  for  forty  days  we  have  scarcely  seen  the  sun,  in- 
umed  in  a  spacious  vapor-bath — in  a  room  not  only  not 
furnished,  but  not  inhabited.  Mr.  R.  nM<le  some  further 
observations  upon  the  structure  of  the  Rotundo,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  intlmaled  tliat  he  might  be  dispos- 
ed to  support  a  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  for  the  further  decoration  of  the  Ri»tundo,  if  it 
would  not  make  the  room  more  of  a  nuisance  than  the 
utmost  efforts  of  architecture  had  already  been  able  to 
make  it. 

To  conclude,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  had  voted  for  any  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  pictures  for  the  apartment  he  had 
been  speaking  of,  it  would  have  been  fur  tliit^  and  this 


I  only,  now  before  the  House.    God  forbid  that  he  shook! 
l-disparage  the  merits  of  Perry — but  he  would  say  thus 
much  :  that  as  General  Washmgton  stood  on  the  canvwa 
of  the  Revolution  alone  and  pnimlnent,  so  stands  Generml 
Jackson  in  the  history  of  ihe  late  war.   We  hear  of  other 
things,  of  that  period,  it  is  tnie,  but  they  remind  ua  of 
tlie  radiancy  of  the  moon  and  stars  after  the  sun  hft> 
risen,  or,  rather,  of  the  sUn  after  the  moon  appean — 
JuUum  $idu»,  Velut  Mtr  igaet 
Luna  minora. 
The  question  now  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr- 
HAMILTON,  as  modified  by  Mr.  RANDOLPH,  it  wa» 
decided  by  yeas  and  navs,  as  follows  s 

YEAS— William  Addanw,  Willis  piston,  John  Ander- 
son, William  S.Arcber,  John  S.Barbour.  Stephen  Barlow, 
John  Barney,  Daniel  I..  Barringer.  Burwell  Bassetl, 
Edward  Bates,  George  O.  Belden,  John  Bell,  John  Blair* 
William  L.  Brent,  John  H.  Bryan,  James  Buchanan, 
Rudolph  Dunner.  C  C.  Cambreleng,  Samuel  P.  Carson* 
John  Carter,  John  C.  Clark,  Hichard  Coulter,  David 
Crockett,  Henry  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Warren  B.  tHv'wp 
Robert  Desha,William  Drayton,  Joseph  Duncan,  Jonae 
Earll,  jr.  James  Findlay,  Tomlinaon  Fort,  Chauneey  For- 
ward, Levin  Gale,  Nathaniel  Garrow,  Innis  Green,  Henry 
H.  Gurlcy,  Wllfiam  Hade,  John  Hidlock,  jr.  James  Ham- 
ilton,  jr.  Jonathan  Harvev,  Charies  E.  Hayncs,  Michael 
Hoffman,  Gabriel  Holmes,  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  Jonathan  Jennings,  Jero- 
mus  Johnson,  Utchard  Keese,  George  Krcmer,  Joseph 
I-awrence,  Joseph  Lecompte,  Prior  Lea,  Edward  Living- 
ston, Wilson  Lumpkin,  ChiUenden  Lyon,  John  H.  Mar- 
able,  William  D.  Martin,  Dudley  Marvin.  Robert  McHat- 
ton,. Samuel  HcKean,  John  McKee,  William  McLean, 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  Jolin  Mitchell,  Tbs. 
R.  Mitcliell,  James  C.  Mitchell,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Ga- 
briel Moore,  Thomas,  Newton,  William  T.  Nuckolls, 
Thomas  J. Oakley,  F.liaha  Plielps,  David  Plant,  James 
K.  Polk,  William  Ramsay,  James  W.  Ripley,  William 
C.  Rives,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  Alezan- 
der  Smyth,  HichaelC.  Sprigg.  William  Stanberry,  James 
S.  Stevenson,.  Andrew  Stewart,  -John  G.  Stower.  Espy 
Van  Horn,  G.  C.  Verplaiick,  Aaron  Ward,  John  C. 
Wecnis,  C.  A.  Wickliffe,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson,  John  J. 
Wood,  Silas  Wood,  George  Wolf,  Joel  Yancey.— 98- 

NAYS— Mark  Alexander,  Samuel  C.  Allen,  Robert 
Allen,  Samuel  Anderson  William  Armstrong,  JohnBai- 
lev,  John  Baldwin ,  Noyes  Barber,  P*  P.  Barbour,  David 
Barker,  jr.  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Mordecai  Bartley,  Isaac  C. 
Bates,  Philemon  Beeeher,  Thomas  H.Blake,  Tout  Brown, 
R.  A.  Buekner,  Daniel  A.  A.  Buck,  Tristam  Burges, 
Samuel  Butman,  Samuel  Chase,  N.  H.  Claibonie, 
James  Clark,  Lewis  Condict,  Ilcniy  W.  Conner,  William 
Creighton,  jr.  B.  W.  Crowniiishield,  John  Culpeper, 
Thomas  Davenport,  John  Davenport,  J.  J.  De  GrafT, 
J.  D.  Dickcrsim,  Clement  Oorsey>  H.  W.  Dwiglit,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  John  Floyd,of  Geo.  Joseph  Fry,  Geoi^e 
R.  Gilmer,  Benjamin  Gortiam,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Joseph 
Healy,  Setah  R.  Hobble,  James  L.  Hodges.  Jonathan 
Hunt,  Kensey  Johns,  jr.  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Adam  King, 
Isaac  LcfHer,  Robert  P.  Letcher,  Peter  Little,  John 
Locke,  John  Long,  John  Magee,  Kollin  C.  Mallary,  Men- 
'  ry  Markell,  Henry  C.  Marlindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  John 
'  Maynard,  Wm.  McCoy,  Rufiis  Mclntire,  Orange  Merwin, 
Thos.  Metcalfe,  Chas.* Miner,  Jervmiah  O'Brien.  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Isaac  P4enon,  John  RandiHph,  Jt^in  Reed, 
Josaph  Richardson,  Jolin  Roane,  William  Russell,  John 
Sergeant,  John  Sloane,  O.  H.  Smith,  Peleg  Spragiie, 
John  U.  Sterigere,  Henry  R.  Sturrs,  James  Strong. 
Samuel  Swann,  Benjamin,  Swift,  John  Taliaferro,  John 
W.  Taylor,  Hedge  Thompson,  Wiley  Tliompson,  Phine- 
as  M.  Tracy,  James  Trezvant,  Ebenexer  Tucker,  Star- 
ling Tucker,  Daniel  Turner,  Joseph  Vance,  John  Var- 
num,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  George  E.  Wales,  G.  C.  Wasb> 
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iBgton.  T.  Wliipple,  jr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liama,  James  Wilsoiii  JciseplrF.  Wingrate,  John  Woods, 
David  Woodcock,  Silas  Wright,  jr.  John  C.  Wriplit.— 103. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected  i  and,  thereupon, 

'l*he  House  arljoumed. 

Thvibbat,  3uk.  10. 1838. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  submitted  the  following  : 

Retoked,  Thii  the  Committee,  on  Naval  AfTuirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
making  such  legislative  nroviaion  as  may  be  necessary,  for 
reviving,  extending,  and  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of 
February  10th,  .1807,  providing  tor  surveying  the  coast  of 
the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
ef  the  House  to  m  brief  statement  of  the  objecU  ot  this 
resolution,  and.  of  the  facU  connected  with  the  act  it  re- 
ferred to.  The  law  of  Febniary  10th,  1807,  was  pass- 
ed in  the  Ust  Congress  of  Ur.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion, I  believe  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jetfer- 
ton  himself.  It  certainly  was  a  favorite  measure  of  his. 
It  authorized  and  requestetl  the  President  to  caiiae  a  stir- 
Tcy  to  be  taken  of  the  Coast  of  the  United  States,  desig- 
nating tlic  islands,  shoals,  roads,  and  places  of  anchorage, 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  point  of  the  coast :  also, 
the  refpeciive  courses  and  distances  between  the  prin- 
cipal capes  and  headlands  :  in  short,  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  completing  a  minutely  accurate  eliart  of  our 
whole  coast,  for  eveiy  naval,  military,  and  commercial 
|)urpoM.  Another  section  provided  for  such  examina- 
tions relative  to  St.  George's  Bank  and  other  banks  and 
shoals,  and  the  sounding  and  currents  beyond  the  limits 
of  twenty  leagues,  (o  the  Gulf  Stream,  as  might  be.  sub- 
servient to  the  uses  of  navigation.  [The  immediate  ob- 
ject of  this  act  was  unquestionably,  to  procure  a  ih-)- 
rough  knowledge  of  our  coast,  for  naval  purposes  and 
for  fortifications,  which  the  prospect  of  a  collision  with 
the  great  maritime  Power  of  tlie  world  then  pressed  up- 
on the  attention  of  Congress.]  Tliese,  however,  wtre 
combined  with  farther  views— with  the  general  interest 
of  Our  own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  well  as  with 
the  generous  wish  to  contribute  to  tlie  useful  science 
and  geographical  knowledge— of  (he  wkole  civilized 
wor'd.  The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated to  carry  the  act  into  effect— and  the  principles 
upon  which  It  should  be  executed  were  settled  by  the 
President.  They  arc  stated  by  air.  Gallatin,  with  that  lu- 
minous jirecision  which  marks  all  tlie  writings  of  that 
statesman,  in  an  official  letter  to  a  distinguished  man  of 
science,  who  was  to  he  employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
act.  Itis,  I  presume,  to  be  toimd  in  the  official  files  of 
the  Department.  I  have  myself  read  it  in  a  vahiable  pa- 
per oi^he  survey  of  the  coast,  printed  in  the  American 
Philosophical  Transactions.  The  plan  he  resolved  into 
three  distinct  parts. '  Ist.  The  ascertainment,  by  a  series 
of  accurate  astronomical  obiwrvattons,  of  tlie  true  posi- 
tion of  a  few  prominent  and  remarkable  points  on  the 
coast,  such  as  are  or  would  probably  be  th^  sites  of  forts, 
or  light  houses,  &c.  2d.  A  trigonometrical  survey,  by  a 
chain  of  triangles,  of  the  line  of  coa<>t  between  these 
points,  the  position  of  whicii  lia(l  been  thus  as(ronomi> 
cmlly  determined,  marking  tlierehi  the  position  of  every 
prominent  object  distinguisliable  at  a  distance.  3d.  A 
nautical  survey  oftheshtials  and  suundings,  of  which  the 
trigonometrical  land  survey  should  be  the  base — to  de- 
pend as  little  as  might  be  on  aslrunomical  observations 
made  on  board  ship. 

Soon  after  this.  Mr.  Hasler,  well  known  as  a  scienti- 
fic, as  well  as  an  experiencetL  and  practical  mathemati* 
cian,  was  sent  to  l^urope  for  the  purchaae  of  instntments. 
He  there  procured  an  admirable  collection,  selected  by 
himself  with  great  care,  tlie  workmanship  of  tlie  first, 
artists  of  the  age,  Trougbton  and  Dollanci,  in  Londou, 


and  Lc  Noir,  in  Paris,  well  known  icientific  mechanics, 
whose  labors  and  improvements  have  conferred  higher 
benefits  on  the  world  than  many  men  of  more  splendid 
fame,  as  well  as  lot\ier  pretensions  in  the  ranks  of  science- 

Wilh  these  instruments  the  survey  was  commenced, 
in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work  done  with  minute 
accuracy.  After  a  tim^— I  know  not  why — it  is  a  part 
of  the  country  I  am  not  acqtiainted  with — the  work  was 
suspended,  and  nautical  surveys  were  substituted.  These, 
too,  were  finally  abandoned,  as  a  system.  A  vast  body 
of  maps  and  charts  were  thus  collected,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense— many  times  the  cost  which  would  have  attended 
a  perfect  execution— I  have  been  told,  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  but  have  no  precise  authority  for  this  i  but,  at 
whatever  cMt,  they  were  exceedin^y  dear,  for  they 
are  comparatively  of  very  little  value,  and  are  aeknow- 
ledged  to  be  so.  The  private  navigation  has  been 
left  to  guide  itself  by  such  lights  as  may  be  furnish- 
ed by  private  enterprise,  or  by  the  science  of  Eu- 
rope. Whenever  any  local  interest  or  object,  such  as 
the  building  of  a  Port,  or  the  location  of  a  Navy  Yard,  re- 
quired it,  special  surveys  were,  of  necessity,  ordered  ei- 
ther by  the  Navy  Department,  or  by  resolutions  of  Con> 
gress.  These  were  generally  executed  by  the  ofReers 
of  our  Navy,  always  with  very  incompetent  means,  and 
often  limited  in  time.  In  the  words  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy's  lasf  report,  *'  they  are  unavoidably  incom- 
plete. The  times  within  which  it  was  desirable  to 
make  them  (says  iie,  speaking  of  the  surveys  made  litst 
year,  of  Baltimore,  Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  granted,  did  not  permit  them  to  be  made  so 
as  to  fiimish  perfect  aurveys  and  charts  of  these  harbors." 

Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys  in  the  possession 
of  the  Navy  Department,  that  I  have  been  assured,  on 
very  good  authority,  that  none  of  them  have  been  found 
sufficiently  accui«te  to  determine  the  site  of  fortifica- 
tions. I  ought  however,  in  justice,  to  except  that  of  the 
Itarbor  of  Baltimore,  matle  by  Lieut.  Sherburne. 

These  partial  surveys,  by  separate  expeditions,  are 
also  necessarily  of  enormous  expense.  Officers,  nien, 
vessels,  8ic.  mnst  be  detailed  anew  for  each  object,  with 
great  loss  of  time,  and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at 
each  occasion.  Without  going  further  into  detail,  I  re- 
fer to  the  Navy  lieport  of  1825,  in  support  of  this  as- 
sertion.  With  all  this  experience  before  U!>,  it  is  now 
evident  that  we  must  recur  to  the  principles  of  the  act  of 
1607.  I  perceive  that  that  law  is  printed  in  our  statute 
book  as  an  obsolete  one.  I  do  not  sec  why  ■,  bnt  if  so,  it  is 
on  all  accounts  expedient  to  revive  it,  1  would  go  far- 
ther  ;  (  would  embody  in  a  new  law,  with  the  necessnry 
appropriations,  all  the  principles  hid  down  by  Mr.  Gnl- 
latin,  in  18U.  The  President  should  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  scientific  Commissioner,  with  a  decent  sala- 
ry. The  excellent  inatrumeiits,  purchased  tenyearsagu, 
are  still  in  possession  of  the  Government,  a  little  worse 
for  neglect,  and,  Ifear,  too,  a  little  (he  worse  for  having 
sometimes  been  in  ignorant  hands.  The  other  expenses 
would  be  very  trifiing,  compared  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  object.  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gam  or  saving  it  would 
yield  to  the  commei-ce  of  the  nation,  would  pay  the 
whole.  To  the  Navy,  in  case  of  war,  this  \»  an  all  import- 
ant object.  It  is  a  disgrace  and  a  scauilal  to  our  conn  - 
try,  tliat  the  British  navy  is  probably,  at  this  mometit, 
in  possession  of  far  better  details  ot  the  chart  of  our  coast 
than  we  are. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  this  Is  an  application  of  sci- 
ence to  useful  purposcR,  not  only  strictly  within  tlie  pow- 
er of  the  General  Government,  but  directly  incumbent 
upon  it  as  a  guardian  of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  di- 
rector of  peace  and  w.ar.  This  Government  alone  can 
execute  the  work  s  and  I  trust  that  thia  House  will  nut 
aufler  it  any  longer  to  be  neglected. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
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[Jait.  to,  IS?*. 


THE  MANUFACTURES*  QUESTION. 

Mr.  UALLABT,  Chairman  of  the  Cummittee  on  Man- 
ufactures, a§ked  Leave,  on  behalf  of  that  Coinmittee,  that 
it  m}g\H  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STORKS  said,  tliat  he  should  not  object  to  grant- 
ing this  power  to  the  Comtnittee  on  Maniifacttirent  but 
he  wished  to  ask  of  the  Chairman  whether  the  Comioit- 
tee  proposed  to  nt  at  any  particular  hours,  and  at  what 
times  t  He  intended  to  talce  the  opportunity  to  attend 
that  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  inqui- 
ries of'the  manufseturera,  and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cax- 
BBXLxvs,]  had  expressed  the  same  intention.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  other  members,  also,  would  attend  for 
the  nme  purpose,  and  it  would  be  useful  to  all,  to  be 
informed  of  the  hours  when  the  Committee  would  en- 
gafge  in  those  examinations,  that  members  might  amnge 
their  bu^neas  in  the  House,  so  ai  to  enable  them  to  at- 
tend withoiit  inconvenience, 

Mr.  MALLARY  replied,  that  a  Urge  number  of  wit- 
nesses bad  been  summoned,  tnany  of  wliom  are  now  in 
attendance,  and  the  Committee  were  desirous  of  press- 
ing the  examination  without  delay.  If  they  were  con- 
fined to  the  ordinary  hours  assigned  to  Committee  busi- 
ness, tliey  would  not  be  able  to  make  such  rapid  pro- 
gress, nor  to  arrive  at  aa  early  a  result  us  would  other- 
wise be  in  tlieir  power.  As  to  the  private  convenience 
of  gentlemen,  in  attending  upon  lliese  examinations,  it 
was  a  matter  with  which  the  Commiltee  were  not  con- 
cerned—^f  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  granting  leave,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILUE'S  CASE— (CAPTURED  AFRICANS.^ 
Tiie  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  of  a  bond 
given  by  Mr.  Wildb,  of  Georgia,  to  transport  certain  Af- 
ricans beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  SUtes,  was  called 
up  by  Mr.  H.  P.  BARBOUR. 
Mr  B .  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  far  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  1'AYLOR  objected  b>  this  course,  as  he  had  not 
had  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the  case,  and  the  bill 
was  unaccompanied  by  any  report. 

JVfter  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  WRIGHT, 
ef  Ohio,  and  P.P.  BaRBOUR,  the  question  was  Uken 
on  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — Ayes  75,  Noes  54. 

Mr.  BAR TLETT  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
report  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOUR  (Chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee)  said,  that  a  similar  motion  to  this  had  been 
made  the  oUier  day,  when  the  bill  from  the  Senate  cn 
this  subject  was  reported  to  the  House,  and,  if  such  were 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  he  shouKl  cheerfully  acqui- 
esce. He  would  state,  however,  that  the  committee,  if 
ordered  to  report,  conld  furnish  no  other  information 
than  that  whicli  was  contained  in  the  petition  of  Mr. 
WiLDK,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  which  now  lay 
upon  the  Clerk's  table  i  tlie  substance  of  wliich  he  had, 
on  the  former  occasion,  slated  to  the  House.  If  the  re- 
solution, therefore,  for  recommitment  should  prevail, 
tlie  House  would  send  back  to  a  committee  of  men,  to 
be  by  liiem  reported,  precisely  those  facts,  and  no  more, 
which  they  had  already  In  their  possesnon. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  lie  hoped  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  would  prevail.  Hiave,  sir,  said  Mr. 
W.,  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the  papers  which  were 
submitted  to  the  House,  and  the  result  is,  the  perfect 
conviction  of  my  mind,  that  the  bill  onglit  not  to  pass. 
If  I  understand  the  object  of  the  it  is  to  cfencel  a 
bond,  filed  in  the  .office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
uf  Georgia,  pending  a  litigation  concerning  a  number  of 
Africans,  and  for  their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  tile 
United  States.   On  a  careful  examination  of  the  papen^ 


I  find  no  evidence  of  the  amount  of  that  bond,  to  when 
it  was  given,  or  the  precise  terms  of  the  condition.  It 
seems  to  me  there  are  two  bonds,  one  given  by  the 
Spanish  claimants  of  these  Africans  in  Court,  and  the 
other  by  the  petitioner.  The  petitioner  vsked  to  tia«c 
his  bond  cancelled,  and  the  biir  provides  for  canceHing 
the  one  in  the  Clerk's  office  ;  and  that,  too,  withont  as- 
certaining  its  date,  amount,  or  the  parties.  If  it  were 
the  object  to  cancel  tlie  bond  of  the  petitioner,  the  bfll 
did  not  reach  it,  but  provided  for  cancelling  another. 
But,  sir,  we  are  inhibited  by  the  Constitution  froiB  in- 
pairing  the  obligations  of  contracts.  Can  f  be  expect- 
ed to  give  my  vote  ts  cancel  an  obligation,  a  contract, 
without  knowing  Uie  date,  the  amount,  or  purport  vf  tbt 
obligation,  affecting  the  rigJits  of  parties  of  whom  I  an 
wholly  ignorant,  as  well  as  the  extent  my  act  may  ia- 
jure  them  '  Can  1  be  expected  to  vote  to  cancel  a  btmti, 
of  which  I  am  so  ignorant  as-not  to  be  able  to  desert 
it?  The  bill  conUins  no  description.  1  have  heard  none, 
and  can  give  none.  What  is  its  condition  *  Who  aie 
the  pu-tiei  i  What  its  obligation  *  Thtte  questions  I 
think  material.  Who  was  Hie  obligee  of  the  bond,  sod 
interested  in  it  *  Had  we  any  control  over  it  *  I  feir, 
sir,  this  bill  exceeds  our  constitutional  limits,  and  afferts 
the  righu  of  others,  having  no  knowledge  of  our  pro- 
ceedings or  voice  in  them.  I  do  not  know  that  these 
difficulties  exist,  but  I  throw  them  out  tliat  the  Chairwa 
of  the  committee  might,  if  in  his  power,  aatitfy  Ae 
House  as  to  them. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  said,  in  reply,  that  he  could  not  eoo. 
ceive  from  whence  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  got 
the  idea  of  two  different  bonds  !  There  was  bat  uw 
bond,  viz :  that  required  by  a  rule  of  the  Court  of  Geoe- 
gia,  and  that  one  bond  contained  but  one  <=^<*^''*j°^^^ 
that  the  party  should  export  tlie  slaves  therehi  rocntiOMd 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  It  tbncVH 
any  difficulty  la  the  mind  of  the  gentleman,  as  to  vine  " 
bond  was  meant,  it  might  easily  be  obviated  by  mlte- 
ducing  into  the  bill  a  dtscription  of  the  bond  intended 
to  be  cancelled.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  knew  <jf  no  pm- 
iy  who  could  possibly  have  any  interest  in  the  pron- 
wons  of  it,  but  the  United  States.  Us  penalty  had  re- 
spect to  the  single  fact  of  the  exportation  of  lbe«e 
slaves  ;  and  should  the  House,  from  motiTet  of-  bvatw- 
ty,  permit  the  slaves  in  question  to  remain  wilhm  ibe 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpoae  rfioyW 
cancel  this  bond,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  see  no  pomw 
difficuUy  which  could  arise  fifom  so  doing.  A  poreha- 
aer  had  offered  these  slaves  to  the  Colonization  Soae^, 
with  a  view  of  having  them  exported  to  Liberia,  io  Af- 
rica. (This  was  an  important  fact  which,  Mr.  B-  laid, 
he  had  unintentionally  omitted  when  be  had  before  tttf* 
ed  the  circumstances  of  this  case.  Tbe  prMPoT 
he  believed,  would  be  fbund  in  one  of  the  docuiueuU 
accompanying  the  petition.)  The  Colonization  8o<m^ 
were  unable  to  make  the  purchase,  in  consequence  ji 
which,  the  slaves  remained  in  this  countiy.  They  had 
intermarried,  some  of  them  had  become  the  beads  rf 
ftmilies,  and  they  were  desirous  of  itemaining  hen. — 
Should  the  bill  not  pass  they  must  be  exported— bgt,Jf 
it  should  pass,  and  the-  bond  be  cancelled,  they  wodd 
have  libMty  to  remain.  These  were  the  only  ftcts  vilh 
which  he  was  acquainted  in  relation  to  the  case. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  UWIGHT,  a  document  frxm 
the  Cnlonizttion  Society,  stating  the  offer  whicK  had 
been  made  them  by  Mr.  Witna,  and  expressing  Otdr  re- 
gret that  their  funds  were  hwufficient  to  make  the  por- 
chfue,  was  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  that,  when  he  had  requested,  m 
few  days  since,  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  tbia  oA. 
ject  miglit  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  JttAciaty,  it  mm 
that  they  might  spread  befcre  the  Houae,  hi  the  fonst  of 
a  report,  the  hittory  of  tl»  fiwts  connected  with  ttet 
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bilU    He  considered  ttiose  focts  as  nf  such  moment  as 
lo  deserve  an  official  report.    The  queation  might  be 
one  which  involved  the  liberty  of  thirty-aeven  human 
beings.    And,  however  it  miglit  be  determinecl  by  the 
House,  he  had  desired  a  report  as  a  justification  of  the 
vote  which  might  be  given.    He  understood  that  no  re- 
port had  accompanied  the  bill  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Le^Uture,  nor  bad  any  report  accompanied  a  iimilar  bill 
which  had  been  prepu-ed  by  tlie  Committee  on  tbe  Ju- 
tiiciary.    The  Uouse  is  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for 
the  exportation  of  39  African  persons  brought  into  the 
United  States  contrary  to  law.    The  origmal  number 
hsd  been  139,    One  hundred  of  these  had  been  ad- 
judged to  be  a  lawful  capture,  (of  the  exact  nature  of 
tbe  proceeding  whidi  had  been  liad,  he  possessed  no 
knowledge,)  but  that  number  had  been  sent  to  our  co. 
feny  in  Africa.    Of  the  remaining  39,  37  were  declared 
not  to  be  a  kwful  capture,  and  were  conscquejuly  or. 
dered  to  be  restored  to  the  Spanish  claimant.  These 
persona  are  now  in  tbe  custody  of  law.  Technically 
apeaking,  they  have  not  been  imported.   It  was  a  sub- 
ject  of  discussion,  whether  their  bringing  into  the  coun- 
try bad  been  lawful  or  untewfiil.    So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
termined  that  they  were  unlawfully  captured  and  brought 
in,  it  became  the  duty  of  their  owner  to  give  a  bond  to 
export  them  out  of  die  country  wiUiin  a  given  lime.  As 
there  was  no  report  to  refer  to,  he  did  not  know  how 
long  it  was  since  the  judgment  of  the  court  bad  been 
^ven,  and  he  consequently  could  not  know  whether  a 
sufficient  time  bad  elapsed  to  enable  it  to  be  determin- 
ed whether  the  persona  giving  the  bond  intended  to 
violate  its  condition  or  not.    A  very  delicate,  and  what 
might  prove  a  rery  difficult  question,  arose  as  to  the 
light  wnidi  these  persona  themselves  may  have  to  these 
Afrioms.    As  early  as  the  year  '98,  Congress  prohibited 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Umted  States,  and 
declared  that  all  slaves  impOTted  in  violation  of  that  law, 
should  be  ipao  facto  free.    N»w,  if  the  perwns  laying 
ebum  to  these  Africans  have  done  acti,  which,  under 
the  law,  are  equivalent  to  importation,  it  may  turn  out 
that  all  these  Africans  have  a  right  to  their  freedom.  Mr. 
T.  said,  that  he  did  not  know  tliis,  for  the  House  had  de^ 
nied  him  the  opportunity  of  knowing  tbe  facta  of  this 
case,  from  anyofBcial  report  containing  them.  .  In  an  act 
passed  in  1808,  said  Ur.  T.,  it  is  ei^pressly  provided, 
that  no  person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (and  forauglit 
E'  know,  the  procee^ngs  in  this  case  may  have  been 
such  aa  to  place  these  persona  in  that  light,)  is  capable 
of  holding  any  right  of  ownership  over  a  negro  slave, 
and  if  he  shall  attempt  to  aell  such  slave,  he  incurs  a 
forfeiture  of  $  1,000  for  each  offence.    Mr.  T.  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  &cts  of  the  case  would 
bring  the  parties  within  the  provision  of  this  law,  and 
it  was  because  be  did  not  know  this  that  he  had  desired 
to  have  aU  the  facts  spread  out  before  the  House,  by 
the  report  of  one  of  its  own  committees.    At  present 
be  understood  that  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Wilds,  had  pur- 
chased  the  riglit  of  the  Spanish  owners,  whatever  that 
right  really  was,  who  had  been  bound  to  export  these 
Africans.    And  now  an  application  is  made  to  the  bu 
ntani^  of  this  House,  on  the  ground  that  the  Africans 
have  formed  connexions  with  each  other,  and  arc  anx- 
ious to  remain  in  ^is  country  t  and  a  resolution  is  pre- 
sented to  us  from  the  Ccwnization  Society,  expressing 
it  as  tlieir  wiA,  (hat  Congress  will  ntber  indemi^  Mr. 
WnoK,  and  allow  these  people  to  be  exported  to  Afri- 
oa.  or  will  cancel  the  bond  under  which  he  lies  to  reex- 
port them.    Hr.  T.  said,  he  could  form' no  opinion  with 
respect  to  this  resolution,  for  the  reason  he  had  already 
stated,  that  he  was  uninformed  as  to  the  facts.    He  had 
all  respect  for  the  Colonisation  Socie^,  but  alill  he 
mifpht  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  wanted  better  evi. 
deiice  to  gu  upon  thu  nieur  oommuiucatiM  supplied. 


His  great  objection,  however,  was  to  tbe  very  unusual 
course  of  passing  a  bill  of  so  much  importance  aa  diis 
without  any  accompanying  report  of  the  case,  in  either 
branch  of  the  Legiskture.  Before  we  act,  we  ought 
to  have  a  particular  and  minute  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances. We  oug^ht  to  know  the  present  actual  condi- 
tion of  these  Africans  t  how  many  of  them  bare  fimi> 
ed  connexions  ;  and,  particuUrly,  the  manner  of  their  be* 
ing  brought  into  the  countiy.  We  ought  to  be  enabled 
to  decide  with  certain^,  whether,  in  cancelling  this 
bond,  we  mny  not  be  violating  our  own  law  for  tbe  sup* 

Rressfon  of  the  slave  trade.  The  appeal  is,  made  to  our 
umanily.  It  is  a  very  easy  tiling  to  make  such  an  ap- 
peal. Even  the  slave  trade  itself  has,  by  some  persons, 
been  attempted  to  be  justified  on  the  ground  of  human* 
ity.  But,  for  himself,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  wanted  someMiing 
more  than  the  simple  allegation  of  a  petitioner  befbra 
this  House. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  sud',  that  he  should  not  expose  the 
motion  for  recommitment  \  but  he  would  take  the  liber. 

to  State  that  there  were  some  facts  in  the  case  which 
stood  out  in  bold  relief,  and  were,  of  themselves  suffi* 
eient,  in  his  judgment,  to  recommend  this  bill  to  the 
universal  faTOr  of  the  House.  Wht^  asked  Hr.  D.,  waa 
the  policy  of  the  act  which  requires  a  bond  for  the  re- 
exportation dt  Africans  introduced  into  this  country  ^ 
It  was  to  prevent  collusive  captures.  It  was  to  prevent 
the  success  of  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  very 
easy  mode  of  evading  the  law,  viz  :  the  bringing  of  Af- 
rican slaves  upon  this  coast,  and  their  consequent  intro- 
duction by  a  pretended  capture.  In  this  case,  one  hun. 
dred  and  tlurty-nine  African  persons  had  been  captured 
by  a  South  American  privateer:  one  hundred  of  these 
had  been  decreed  not  to  be  slaves ;  hut  thirty-nine  cf 
them  had  been  adjudged  to  be  the  bona  fidt  property  of 
the  Spanish  claimant.  The  decree  of  the  court,  howe- 
ver,  omitted  to  designate  which  persons  belong  to  tbe 
hundred,  and  which  to  the  thirtjr-nine.  By  this  omis- 
sion, a  new  delay  waa  created,  and  dght  yeat^  in  all, 
had  inten-ened  before  the  queation  was  finally  settled. 
The  humanity,  however,  of  the  Southern  gentlemen, 
had  not  left  them  all  this  while  imprisoned.  They  had 
been  put  out  on  healthy  plantations,  where  many  of 
them  had  acquired  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  pa- 
rent and  cliild,  and  had  formed  attachments  to  the  coun- 
try. In  the  mean  while,  the  Spanish  owner  appears 
and  demands  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Cuba,  where 
they  would  be  consigned  to  a  bondage  tenfold  worse 
than  any  which  exists  in  the  United  Slates.  The  peti. 
tinner  in  this  case  (witH  whom  Mr.  D.  was  personally 
acquainted,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
respect  and  regard)  had  been  employed  as  counsel  in 
the  case,  and,  in  his  course  of  official  duties,  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  these  slaves.  They  came  to  him 
as  to  their  only  fVieiid,  iind  implored,  with  tears,  that 
they  might  not  be  sent  away.  To  the  honor  of  that 
gentleman,  he  stated,  that  he  had  interfered  in  their  be- 
half, and  had  sacrificed,  or  at  least  put  in  jeopardy,  a 
part  of  his  own  private  fortune,  with  the  be!>evolent  pur- 
pose nf  relieving  tliem  fhom  their  distress.  He  did  this 
from  no  selfish  views.  He  was  not  a  planter.  He  own- 
ed no  plantation.  His  only  motive  had  been  pure  hu- 
manity ;  and  Mr.  D.  condutkd  with  expressing  his  earn- 
est hope  that  the  House  would,  in  some  manner,  inter- 
pose, io  relieve  him  from  the  unwelcome  neeesnty  under 
which  he  now  labored,  of  re-exporting  those  whom  he 
had  thus  Tiobty  saved.' 

Mr.  MBRC£R  expressed  his  hope  that  the  House 
might  receive  a  brief  report  of  the  fact^  in  this  case. 
The  Colonization  Society,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  stated  to 
us  that  Ihey  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  proposal 
made  to  them  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wikle,  and  ttiis  would 
not  appear  surpriung  when  he  stated  tbe  fact  that,  when 
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that  Bociety,  in  September  iut,  liid  advertisei:!  that  a 
vessel  would  shortly  sail  lor  Liberia,  they  had  received, 
within  the  course  of  thirty  days,  nine  hundred  applica* 
tiona  &r  a  passa^,  and  there  were,  at  this  time,  eigli- 
teen  bundrea  penons  who  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
remove  to  AfHoa.  It  was  proper  he  should  st^te  that 
these  applicants  con«sted  entirely  of  fi-ee  negroes.  Ur. 
M't  however,  said,  that  this  inability  on  the  part  of  the 
society  to  pay  the  sum  required,  ought  not  lo  be  suf- 
fered to  interpose  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  benevolent 
purpose  for  which  they  had  been  offered  to  the  society 
by  Mr.  Wilde.  He  hope4  tbe  report  of  the  committee 
would  state  the  precise  sum  which  had  been  advanced 
by  that  gentleman,  in  his  purchase  of  those  people  from 
their  Spanish  owners. 

Another  fact  he  was  desirotis  of  having  reported,  was, 
whether  these  thirty-nine  negroes  had  been  selected 
nut  of  the  whole  number  of  one  Jiundred  and  forty,  by 
lot  t  because,  if  that  was  the  case,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  whole  proceeding  bad  been  in  contravention,  if 
not  of  the  expresa  opinion  of  the  court,  yet  certainly 
wainst  the  sentiment  of  all  the  members  of  the  court 
If  there  was  no  other  separation  between  them  than  the 
lot  had  made,  these  persons  are  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  being  transported  to  Africa,  as  much  as  those 
were  who  have  been  sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Tliere  was  no  authority  of  law  for  this  mode 
rif  selection,  and  if  it  hail  taken  place,  the  whole  trans- 
action was  in  direct  Tiolation  of  a\{  law  and  justice. 
He  desired  to  know,  from  a  report  of  the  committee, 
wbatVere  the  facta  on  both  these  points  i  he  wanted 
to  ascertain  what  expense  must  previously  be  incurred 
by  the  Government  before  tt  can  provide  the  means  of 
transportation  of  these  Africans,  to  their  native  land.  U 
was  evident  that  Mr.  Wilde,  when  he  putwhased  these 
■laves,  preferred  this  as  their  destiny,  and,  Mr.  M.  said, 
that,  from  the  knowledge  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  ful- 
ly persuaded  that  he  would  never  hive  proposed  the 
sending  of  these  persons  to  Liberia,  if  hft  had  not 
thought  that  that  wuuld-be  a  humane  and  proper  mode 
of  providing  for  them. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  proftssing  some  knowledge  of 
this  case,  said  that  he  did  not  despair  of  the  vote  bf  the 
frentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tatioh,]  and  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wrioht,]  when  the  facts  of  the 
case  should  not-be  misconceiveit  1'here  was  one  idea 
which  he  coniidered,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  ensure  their 
Mippoi  t.  Allowing  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
be  correct  in  the  suppoaitioH,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
SpjinisU  clainwiits  should  be  proved  lo  have  been  such 
as  gave  these  Africans  a  ri^llt  to  their  liberty,  what 
rem.edy  would  he  given  by  this  House,  unless  the  bond 
should  be  cancelled  ?  Shall  we  leave  these  free  persons 
here,  in  a  land  of  freedom,  or  Khnll  we  compel  the  pe- 
titioner to  re-export  them  to  the  irons  of  the  West  In. 
dies,  and  send  ttiem  into  perpetual  bondage  }  Mr.  W. 
declared,  that  if  he  could  believe  these  persons  rightly 
entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  shonlcl  be  prepared  to  say, 
not  only  that  they  might  remain,  but  tlial  they  bhould  not 
bn  sent  away. 

Mr.  BAHUOUR  now  expressed  his  entire  willingness' 
ihat  the  bill  should  be  rccommilted,  audi  seeming  to  be 
the  di^iposition  of  the  House;  and  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  witen 

Mr.  OtLMKU  said,  he  had  risen  for  the  piu^oseof 
stating  some  of  the  (iicts  which  gentlemen  had  enquired 
for.  lie  then  read  from  a  schedule,  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  sunte  items,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
total  of  law  expenses  and  salvage,  paid  by  the  Spanirii 
claimant,  Iwl  been  $  11,668.  The  probable  value  of  the 
hlavea,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  market  price,  was  i  11,- 
?00,  dllfering  but  a  few  dolUrs  from  the  expense  in* 
cuned,  but  Mr.  Wilde,  the  petitioner  before  the  House, 


had  paid  to  the  Spanish  claimant  15,000,  to  relinquish 
his  claims.  This  he  had  done,  as  was  most  evident,  from 
no  motives  of  imeresi,  for  he  bought  the  slave8.at  a  loss* 
but  because  their  Ciue  pressed  deeply  upon  bts  own 
sense  of  humanity.  He  hoped  that  it  would  be  same 
satisfaction  to  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  Mn- 
can,]  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satisfied  a  part  of  his 
enquirj-. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  motion  to  re-commit,  he,  perhaps,  owed  it 
to  himself,  and  lo  the  House,  after  what  had  been  ssiid, 
to  explain  more  fully  than  he  had  done,  his  views  of 
the  case,  as  it  appeared  to  htm.    He  said,  as  he  under* 
stood  it,  in  the  year  1819,  »  Vennuelian  privateer,  cUn- 
destinely  armed  in  Baltimore,  manned  mostly  b^  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  commanded  by  a  citizen,  sail- 
ed on  a  cruise  from  that  port.  OfTthe  coast  of  Africa,  she 
capturjd  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from  which  25 
Africans  were  taken.     She  also  captured  several  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  vessels,  from  all  which  Africans 
were  taken,  and,  among  othera,  the  Antelt^,  owned 
by  persons  in  the  Island  of  'Cuba.    She  proceeded,  in 
company  with  her  prize,  the  Antelope,  until  she  WW' 
wrecked,  and  her  captain,  and  part  of  her  crew,  were 
made  prisoners.    The  armament,  and  the  rewdue  of  the 
crew,  were  shifted  to  the  Antelope,  which  was  after, 
wards  captured  by  a  revenue  cutter  of  the  Umted 
States,  hovering  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  brouKtlt 
into  Savannah  for  adjudication, -with  SfKl  Africans.  The 
vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Geoi^a— claims  were  filed  by  the  captain  of  the  eut*erv 
for  bounty,  or  salvage — by  the  Consuls  of  Portugal  and- 
Spain,  for,  and  on  account  of  whatsoever  dtizens^ 
either  country  were  interested — and  by  toe  Unite* 
Slates,  claiming  them  as  forfeit  for  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  and  those,  also,  taken  from  the  Atict- 
ican  vessel,  because  of  her  piratical  character-  The 
Court  in  Georgia  decreed  those  free  that  w***.^." 
tured  from  the  American  vessel,  and  others  not  clauned 
by  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  Consuls,  and  decreed 
the  rest  to  the  proper  ownen  of  the  Spanish  and  Por- 
tugese vessels,  on  their  giving  bond  to  remove 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  These 
cans  had  been  thrown  into  the  common  mass,  iBunp  w 
them  had  died,  and,  having  no  satisfactoiy  method  of 
identifying  those  taken  from  each  vessel,  they  were  de- 
signated by  lot    It  so  appeared,  in  the  decree,  and  he 
believed  the  whole  were  so  designated.    Fiwn  this  de- 
cree, so  far  as  it  regarded  the  persons  claimed  by  the 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  Consuls,  an  appeal  was  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUtes.   On  bear- 
ing, the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decree  of  the  Cu^ 
cult  C6urt  of  Georgia,  so  for  as  it  regarded  the  clainitby 
the  Portuguese  Consul,  and  affirmed  the  decree  so  tar  as 
it  regarded  the  claim  of  the  Spanish  Consul.  The  Court, 
however,  did  not  affirm  the  decree,  even  to  that  extent, 
by  the  direct  action  of  a  mijority  of  its  member^  but 
because  they  were  equally  divided  in  opinion  on  the 
question. 

I  have  been  aiiked  where  1  got  the  idea,  that  there 
were  two  bonds  in  the  case  \  1  wiU  sliow  where  1  got 
it.  The  portion  of  Africans  now  in  dispute,  were  de- 
creed to  the  Spanish  claimants,  on  bond  being  given  to 
export  them  beyond  the  limiu  of  the  United  SUtes— 
this  was  several  years  since.  It  no  where  appears,  in 
any  of  the  documenU  I  have  seen,  that  these  person* 
were  ever  pkced  in  the  custody  of  the  Marshal,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of.  It  appears  tn  the  petition  that,  in  No- 
vember, 1837,  if  I  mistake  not  the  date,  an  agent  of  the 
eUintants  under  the  decree,  arrived  at  Savannah,  IrcMn 
.Cuba,  accredited  to  a  respectable  mercantile  house 
there,  and  was  about  to  Uke  these  persons  out  of  tbe 
coutitty,  wheu  tbe  petitioner,  from  motives  of  bumanity. 
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i»terf«red,  pnrchiMd  up  tlie  interests  ot'  the  Spa'iiuh 
cltimaiits,  puid  the  expenses,  and  gave  his  bond  tu  trans- 
port them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  I  lia>l 
supposed  the  bond  given  by  the  claimants  st  the  time 
of  the  rendition  of  the  decree,  and  that  the  bond  i^ivt-n 
by  the  petitioner,  was,  to  those  of  whom  lie  purchased, 
as  an  indemnity.  In  this  I  may  hare  been  mistaken ; 
the  evidence,  and  the  petitiurf,  are  neither  very  exphcit 
If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
says  there  was  but  one  bund,  I  am  bound  to  bc-licve 
him  be,  doubtles%  has  evidence  of  the  fact— yet  dd 
evidence  has  come  under  my  observatinn.  It  was  com- 
petent for  the  Court  to  have  ordered  a  bond  to  be  given 
to  the  claimanlt,  or  the  United  SUtei,  in  trust  fur  the 
parties  interested.  How  this  bond  was  ordered,  or  how 
given — ^tbr,  as  it  regards  the  petitioner,  it  was  vnluntary — 
no  wliere  appears.  To  me,  sir,  this  is  material  r  we 
should  know  who  are  the  contracting  parties  to  the  bond, 
-  ita  coodiUoa,  and  the  rights  acquired  under  it,  befure  we 
wtderlatce  to  cancel  it,  and  to  impair  Uiose  rights.  If 
the  bond  was  wholly  to  the  United  States^  we  might 
cancel  it,  but  if  we  held  as  tnwtees,  we  should  become 
responsible  for  all  the  rights  afTected  injuriously  by  our 
•et.  We  are  not  prepartMi  to  legislate  upon  this  ques- 
tion until  we  are  better  informed,  and  1  hope  tlie  bill 
will  be  re<coiBmitted,  aiul  we  shall  be  fumislied  with  the 
foeta. 

But,  sir,  if  it  shidl  be  found,  ott  a  full  investigation, 
that  the  facts  of  this  case  teave  us  free  to  act  upon  it  as 
a  subject  witluD  our  control,  tlien  there  wiH  arise  a  grave 
and  impoKant  question,  which  I  willtake  this  occasion 
lo  suggest  to  the  committee,  and  to  tJie  Hoase,  and  that 
is,  whether  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will,  un- 
der any  pretext  wltartever,  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  im- 
porUtion  into  the  United  States,  to  be  Iield  in  slavery, 
any  number  of  Africans,  in  relaxation  of  the  law  of  1807? 
These  pentona  are  now  hi  custody  of  the  law  {  they  are 
not  l^-dly  imported  into  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  ef- 
fect of  eancelliiig  a  bond  riven  for  their  removal,  will  be 
simply  to  allow,  or  legalize  their  importation.  When 
tUut  qiieation  comca  up,  sir,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it. 

.Mr.  6PUAGUE  s;>id,  that  this  bill  provided  for  one  of 
the  alternatives  in  the  report  of  th^  Colonization  Society, 
but  there  WHS  another  Bliernative  in  that  report,  which 
be  also  wislied  Uie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  con- 
eider.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  TaTMm]  had  raised  an  inquiry  of  great  importance, 
and  which  miglit  prove  of  some  difficuFty  i  ai  all  events, 
it  could  nut  be  decided  without  a  full  knowledge  of  tacts. 
The  observations,  loo,  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Mxaexaj  ha<l  raisetl  an  inquiry  which  was  not  only 
li^hly  important,  but  g|lw  ^-hich  had  excited  in  him  ut. 
t«r  astuiiishmeiit.  Ii  suggeaied  the  poaiibility  that  the 
li^ierty  of  thirty-nine  persons  had  in  this  case  been  decid- 
ed by  lot.  It  that  ha<I  been  the  fact,  then  a  solemn  in- 
quiry devulved  on  this  House,  whether,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  the  hberty  of  any  luiman  being  could  be  taken 
away  by  the  casting  of  lots.  As  all  these  d  fllcullics 
wouM  press  upon  the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alter- 
native,  the  Judiciary  Committee  might  possibly  find  it 
best  to  devise  and  report  the  means  ol  embracing  the 
other  alternative,  via  i  tlie  repaying  ot  the  sum  advanc* 
td  for  these  Africaiw,  and  permitting  them  to  be  sent,  by 
the  Society,  b.ick  to  Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  cenn- 
miUee  (sboxld  .the  hill  be  recommittt-d)  would  pay  spe. 
cml  aUvntiun  to  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Soeiety. 

Mr.  GlLMRRsaid,  that  he  rose  to  present  some  ad- 
ditional infiirmaliiin  on  this  subject.    The  facts  of  this 


Were  nut  such  as  some  gentleman  who  had  spoken, 
•eemed  to  suppose.    The  District  Court  of  Georgia  had 
declared,  in  their  decree,  that  the  identic  <rf  these  thirty- 
auM  slaves  baa  been  sufficiently  McerUincd.   Mr-  O. 
Yoi.  IV.— 61 


said,  that  he  knew  of  no  such  thing  as  a  lot  having  taken 
place  in  the  matter.    He  then  quoted  tlie  decision  of  the 

Cimrt. 

Tlie  question  on  recommitment  was  once  more  about 
to  be  put,  when, 

Mr.  &HNER  moved  to  amend  the  instructions  to  the 
commii*^ce,  by  adding, 

"And  that  the  said  committee  inquire  whether  it 
would  not  comport  with  the  interests  of  humanity,  the 
principles  of  jtistice,  and  the  honor  of  the  Government, 
to  adopt  efficient  measures  to  restore  the  Africans  to  the 
country  and  home  from  which  they  have  been  ctuell^ 
and  illegally  separated." 

Mr.  M.,  in  offeriitg  this  amendment,  observed,  that,  if 
he  Understood  the  matter  correctly,  tlie  Africans  whos* 
ca->e  was  involved  in  the  bill,  had  been  captured  on  board 
a  slave  sliip  ;  they  were  subjects  of  the  Slave  Trade  t 
they,  at  home,  were  as  free,  and,  perhaps,  as  happy,  a* 
we  are,  and  had  as  much  right  to  freedom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  you  or  I  have.  By  the  ruthless  hand  of  slave  traders, 
they  had  been  torn  from  their  home  and  countty,  and 
chance  had  thrown  them  upon  our  sliores.  Sir,  I  am  un- 
willing to  sanction  the  principle,  ut  any  form,,  that  con* 
signs  them  and  their  postenty  to  everiasting  bondage  t 
and  therefore  offer  an  amendment  proposing  an  inquiry 
into  the  propriety  of  having  them  relumed  to  Africa. 

Mr.  BAUTLETT  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
MINER  a«  a  modification  of  his  mtition. 

Mr.  GILUEK  said  he  should  not  stop  to  argue  the 
question  as  to  the  right  of  Government  to  expend  the 
money  of  the  People  of  this  country  in  aiding  the  Colt^ 
nization  Society.  But  he  would  ask  on  what  authority 
the  gentleman  From  Vennaylvania  ^Hr.  MiksbI  had  as- 
sumed the  fact  that  these  thirty-nine  Africans  had  been 
cruelly  and  illepilly  taken  from  their  own  country  ?  Ho 
would  ask,  further,  on  what  ground  it  was  assumed  that 
this  Government  has  a  right  over  the  private  properQr 
of  one  of  iu  citizens  t  And,  also,  how  this  House  was 
going  to  alter  a  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Sutesf  That  Court  has  decided  that 
these  riave*  belong  to  a  foreign  claimant.  By  what 
mode  can  Government  control,  or  in  any  way  aflVct,  that 
decision  *  He  knew  of  none.  If  the  Court  of  last  resort 
has  fixed  the  right  of  property,  the  Government  has  no 
control  or  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  These  two  difficiil- 
tici  were  open  and  ghoing-  He  could  not  but  think  that 
the  amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  without  due  consideration.  These 
persons,  for  anght  that  appeared,  might  have  been  slaves 
in  then-  own  land.  I'here  were  many  slaves  in  Africa, 
htid  in  bondage  by  the  laws  of  tliat  country.  The  pro- 
perty of  the  Spanish  claimant,  if  an^,  Wat  tranaferaols^ 
and  might  be  at  well  held  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  as  a  citizen  of  Spain.  There  was  but  one  dondi* 
tion  attached  t»  the  tenure,  viz :  the  re-exportation  of 
the  slaveb.  Gentlemen  ware  greatly  mistaken,  if  they 
stipposed  that  it  was  not  as  valuable  nn  object  to  th« 
South,  as  it  could  be  to  the  North,  that  Aftiean  slaves 
should  not  be  Imported  into  this  country. 

The  people  of  Geoi^ia  had  a  deep  ami  peculiar  in- 
terest that  no  such  importation  should  take  place  i  and 
he  could  say  with  great  tnith,  that  there  were  no  per- 
'sons  in  the  world  who  held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  de- 
testation, or  would  do  more  to  resist  it  iii  evefy  possible 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  they  alone,  who 
were  to  say  whether  they  consented  that  these  Africans 
should  remain  within  their  Territory.  They,  said  Mr. 
G.,  are  the  only  sufferers,  and  if  Georgia  says  they  may 
remain,  then  the  right  of  tlic  Spanish  claimant,  (now 
purchased  by  Hr.  Witna)  is  perfectly  unassailable :  and 
It  is  equally  so,  if  he  performs  the  condition  of  tUsbond, 
and  ezprals  them  within  the  specified  period.  Out  of 
notirei  of  mere  bumuu^,  this  geuUeiuo  has  ea^endcd 
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more  thsn  $  ll^OOO,  but  he  hu  not  diverted  himself  of 
his  right  to  hold  tliese  slaves  t  he  cinnot  divest  himself 
of  it,  nor  will  lie  yield  it  tu  any  arbitrary  power  attempt- 
ed to  be  exercised  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  It  is 
true  he  offered  these  slaves  to  the  Colonizatiuii  Society, 
so  tliat,  if  they  would  pay  (he  expense  be  bad  Incurred, 
the  slaves  should  be  placed  at  their  disposal.  This  was 
his  own  free  act,  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  feel- 
ings of  every  one — but*  owing  to  the  want  of  funds, 
their  removal  could  not,  in  this  manner,  be  cfTceted,  and 
there  the  matter  ended.  Mr.  Wilde  has  never  offered 
these  slaves  to  the  United  States,  on  the  same  terms,  or 
on  any  terms  ;  and,  if  he  liad^  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  no  authority  to  expend  911,000  belonging  to 
the  People  of  the  United  States  fur  any  such  object. 
Mr.  G.  concluded  by  reading  the  decree  of  the  Uoui-t  in 
the  case. 

Ur.  BARTLETT  said,  that  he  had  not  adopted  the 
amendment  under  any  idea  that  tlie  Government  of  the 
United  States  could  exercise  any  power  over  the  pri- 
vate property  of  an  individual.  He  bad  adbpted  it  as 
i-efemng  to  Ihc  offer  made  to  the  Colonization  Society, 
and  as  dJCpcting  an  inquiry  whether  Government  might 
sot  do  what  the  Society  would  gladly  have  done,  but 
were  not  able.  He  liad  given  no  opinion  in  the  case, 
but  mei-ely  agreed  that  the  inquiry  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  en- 
tirely disapproved  of  the  concluding  sentence  of  the 
amendment,  (cf  Mr.  Mlver)  and  should  not  liave  con- 
sented to  adopt  this  part  of  it,  had  he  adverted  to  the 
import  of  it.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  M[:«sr]  would  modify  his  amendment,  by 
striking  out  this  cMtiset  >md  if  the  gentleman  sho'tld 
not  do  this,  he^  would  himself  move  to  strike  it  out.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  tlie  words  "  who 
have  been  cruelly  and  illegally  torn  from  ibeir  country," 
and  the  question  being  on  thus  amending  tlie  resolution, 
Mr.  MINER  said  lie  was  not  willing  that  tlie  amend- 
meiil  proposed  should  prevail.  Were  not  these  Afri- 
cans fuuna  in  a  dave  ship  I  And  is  it  not  almost  certun, 
\f  found  on  board  a  slave  vessel,  that  they  were  taken 
"both  cruelly  and  illejpilly  ?  Is  there  a  reasonable  ground 
of  presumption  to  the  contrary?  Were  yoii  to  go 
through  Ibis  House,  step  by  step,  and  ask  of  members, 
one  by  one,  their  opinion  whether  Africans  found  in 
•  slave  vessels  were  purchased  there  of  masters  who  own- 
ed them,  or  violently  or  fraudulently  taken,  can  there 
exist  a  doubt  what  the  decision  would  be  t  Sir,  it  is  an 
^accursed  trefiic — all  illegal — full  of  cuiieUy.  I  have  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  and  I  would  not  express  a  doubt. 
.1  am  aware  that  this  subject  is  one  liable  to  create  excite- 
ment. To  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery  in  any  shape 
here  Is  a  delicile  matter.  So  far  as  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  us  to  decide  on  subjects  connected  with  slavery, 
or  the  slave  trade,  it  is  nut  only  our  right,  but  our  duty, 
to  discusi  them  freely,  being  careful  not  to  give  oause  of 
olFence.  With  regard  to  slavery,  ai  it  exists  in  the  seve- 
ral States,  there  is  no  purpose  to  interfere.  Passingly  I 
■jnay  say,  that,  within  this'l)i8tricl,  we  alone  have  the 

Eower  to  regulate  that  matter.  Here,  we  only  can  legis- 
ie  upon  the  subject,  and  it  is  our  duly  to  meet  the 
question.  I)ut,  whatever  legal  claim  the  gc-ntlenian  who 
is  in  possession  of  these  Aft'icans  may  have  ;  or  what- 
ever right  the  Government  of  Georgia  may  possess,  1 
would  nut  encroach  upon— it  is  not  my  purpose  or  wish 
to  interfere  with.  But  I  pray  you  lo  look  to  the  true 
state  of  this  matter.  Here  arc  thirty-eight  Africans  found 
on  board  a  slave  vessel,  nithiessly  torn  from  their  coun* 
try  and  tlieir  freedom,  as  1  suppose — ihcy  are  cast  upon 
our  shores,  and  thrown  into  our  power ;  ihu  questiun  is, 
shsll  we  cunsign  them  and  their  chihlren,  ami  their  chil- 
dren's children,  into  everlasting  and  hopeless  bondage  { 
or  shall  we  restore  thcra  to  liberty  and  their  couniry 


To  me  it  appears  it  wonU  be  magnaaimoua  tosiyto 

thf  se  persons — you  have  been  violently  torn  from  your 
homes — we  will  exercise  the  national  power  to  purchase 
the  chum  existing  against  you,  and  return  voa  to  your 
countt  y  and  freedom.  How  much  more  nobly  would  this 
sound  here  and  throughout  Europe,  than  te  say  to  them, 
"  you  felt  into  our  power,  and  we  will  hold  yon  in  per- 
petual bondage."  I  would  not  violate  the  rigfats  of  Sir. 
Wilde  I  I  understand  he  is  willing  to  take  what  he  gave 
the  Spaiiisit  claimants,  that  he  is  willing  to  sell.  I  hope 
the  Words  may  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  made  some  inquiry,. which  wu 
not  distinctly  heard;  when 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAHBOUR  said  be  could  not  better  answer 
the  inquiry  of  tl«  honorable  gentleman  from  Virpnia, 
than  by  asking  for  the  reading  of  Uie  first  ^rt  of  tbe 
petition  of  Mr.  Wilde:  and  U  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH.  I  now  say,  sir,  without  intcn^ 
the  least  disrespect^  that  the  amendment  of  tl>e  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylraiiin,  [Mr.  Miwbr)  aiid  which  ha» 
been  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  HampshiKf 
[Mr.  BiaTtiTT]  alfinnsas  a  fact,  what  the  petition,  aod 
the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Georgia,  do  positively  deny. 
And  it  is  certainly  unbecoming  of  this  House  to  ssy  t9 
one  of  its  committees,  as  afiict,that  which  aU  the  evi- 
dence before  the  House  proves  not  to  be  »  fact,  that 
these  People  had  been  taken  illegally.  The  resolution 
in  its  pritsent  form  affirms  that  these  s1:kve»  have  been 
"  inhumanly  and  illegally"  taken  from  A^ica.  They  may 
have  been  taken  "  liihumanly,"  but  of  this  we  have  no 
proof— but  as  to- their  having  been -taken  illegally,  we 
have  the  mokt  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  becaoM 
they  were  claimed  (and  the  claim  was  established  by  the 
tribunal  in  the  last  resort)  by  the  Spauisli  and  Portiigueia 
owners,  the  Government  of  both  of  whose  countries  le- 
galize the  traffic.  Tliey  could  not,  therefore,  have  been 
taken  contrary  to  law.  They  were  taken  according  to 
the  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  Africa,  and  of  the  na- 
tions to  which  the  claimants  belong.  Tliey  were  as  law 
fully  taken,  probably,  as  any  slaves  who  were  brou^t 
into  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  under  that  clause  of  the  Conslituiion 
which  permitted  the  traffic  in  slaves  for  a  limited  lime- 
Thc  taking  and  bringing  of  these  was  legal,  accordingtD 
the  kwB  of  AmericA,  and  by  the  customs  of  Alrica.  We  arc, 
therefore,  asked  toaflirmthattheslaves  mentioned  in  this 
petition  were  taken  "illegally,"  when  all  the  proof  is  to 
tlie  contraiy. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  queption  of  the 
slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  abstract.  'I'bat  man  hsfs 
hard  heart,  or  at  least  a  narrow  understamiing---yes,  sM 
a  narrow  heart,  too,  who  would  justify  slavery  in  the  sb- 
stract.  But  that  man,  although  he  may  have  a  heart  as 
capacious  aa  the  Atlantic  Ocean  itself,  has  a  narrow  and 
con5ned  intellect,  who  undertakes  to  make  himseli  uid 
his  country  the  ^udge  and  the  standard  for  other  meo 
and  other  countries.  Sir,  tliis  very  principle  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  conduct  of  oUier  nations  was  one  of  ll« 
greatest  objections  to  the  llevulutiomsts  of  France,  and  it 
was  one  of  the  greatest  objections  taken  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  high  contracting  parties  at  Pilniti. 
have  no  right  to  prescribe  laws  for  other  couiitnefc 
God  forbid,  Mr.  U.  s-Vid,  that  he  sliould  ever  defend 
slaver)-,  or  ever  should,  in  any  case,  raise  his  voice 
:igiiin)it  the  cause  of  liberty.  Though,  laid  he,  I 
might  remind  the  House  th^  slaver)-  existed  a  long  tine 
ago.  The  mother  of  the  Ishmaelites  was  a  bond-womont 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  about  whom  we  hear  so  miicn, 
were  slave-owners.  Sir  Thomas  More,  one  of  ^ 
wisest,  and  nno  of  the  most  benevolent  of  men,  couW 
not  complete  his  Futopian  Commonwealth  without  iji^ 
aid  of  slavery.  That  it  has  existed,  does  exist  i  U''' 
it  is  an  ctil,  no  one  will  deny.    But  we  liave  no  Pff>*> 
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on  that  account,  to  mike  lawg  tor  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  deciuon  of  the  Supreme  Court,-  to  whom  the 
case  wai  lubmitted,  is  pontive  evidence  that  these  per- 
ions  were  not  illegally  taken,  and  consequently  were 
not  illegally  brought  into  the  United  States.  I  am  now 
bottoming  myself  upon  law — upon  sheer  law. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  has  aipirit  gone  abroad — both 
in  Eogknd  and  here — it  is  now  raging  in  England,  per- 
hap«,  as  much  as  ever  funaticiam  raged  there  in  the 
time  of  the  Covenant  of  (lie  Kound  Heads — it  is  raging 
liere,  and  I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  does  not  exist  even  in 
Vii^nia.  It  is  the  spirit  of  neglecting  oor  own  affairs  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  our  neighbors. 
Sir,  this  spirit  takes  the  ploddet^ye%  the  plodder  from 
the  field — to  become  a  plodder  in  the  pulpit  It  has  taken 
the  shoe-nuker  from  his  hut — and,  what  is  worse  than 
•lit  it  takes  the  mother  from  the  fireside  and  from  lier 
«hildren,  into  a  s<vt  of  reli^ous  disupation,  in  which  the 
Churdi  is  made  as  much  a  Theatre  as  the  Grand  Open  at 
Pari^  or  as  Orury  Lane  or  Covent  Gatden  in  London. 
This  spirit  renders  home  too  dull  a  place*  and  renders  il 
(if  I  dare  to  use  a  French  word  in  this  House,  or  a  L<itin 
oae*  v^thout  the  ceruinty  of  being  misrepiesented)  the 
vety  seat  of  ennui. 

Sometimes  our  hamani^  b  up  for  the  Greeks — it  has 
not  yet,  so  fiw  as  I  know,  been  asked  for  tlie  Trojans— it 
may,  very  possibly,  be  some  day  up  for  the  Trojans— 
and  we  are  called  to  rejoice  in  a  victoiy  of  the  three 
firat  Powers  of  Europe  over  a  han^ul  of  semt-barlmri. 
ans,  in  the  harbor  of  the  ancient  Pylos.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  was  a  stigma — 
a  stain — upon  the  naval  glory  of  all  those  nations  con- 
cerned in  It — I  mean  of  those  who  bad  any  glory  to  lose . 
With  immense  odds  in  their  favor,  they  attacked*  and 
kUled,  and  murdered,  hand  to  band,  «  brave  a  set  of 
men  as  the  Sun  ever  shone  upon.  And  what  are  we  to 
assist  the  Greeks  for  >  To  build  up  a  nest  of  pirates  in 
the  .Sgean  ?  They  were  so  of  old— yo,  inr,  of  old — long 
before  the  time  of  Ajax  and  Agamemnon — pirates  tbey 
are— 'pintea  they  ever  have  been — and  pirates  tbey  ever 
will  be*  Why,  sir,  our  force  will  not  be  able,  even  in 
tbat  small,  pladd— that  lial^yoa  tea,  I  imgbt  call  it — to 
protect  our  own  dommerce  from  tlieir  row  boats  and  their 
eorsalFs. 

In  saying  tliis^  Mr.  R.  said,  he  knew  that  he  was  run- 
ning against  the  prejudices  of  the  country,  and  that  phi- 
lanthropy which  was  so  much  in  vogue.  But,  sard  he, 
what  was  I  sent  here  for  but  to  oppose  those  prejudices 
whenever  it  is  practicable  ? 

[Here  the  CHAIR  interpose<l,  and  reminded  Mr.  R. 
that  the  discussion  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr.  -BaRTftiTr,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  last 
words  of  Hr.  Mixza'a  amendment  to  his  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  resumed.  If  I  am  out  uf  order,  I  submit  to  the 
decision  of  the  CIrair — what  1  laii  was  only  intended  as 
illustration,  in  reference  to  the  part  of  the  atnendmenti 
which  goes  to  assume  that  the  slaves  were  illegally  taken, 
when  ve  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of  the  Court 
in  the  last  resort  to  the  contrary.  Sir,  said  he,  I  will  put 
s  case,  *hicti  will  further  illu^liate  this  C(nilri)vci-sy.  Sup- 
pose that  the  Britisli  Govcnimcnt,  instead  of  lieing' anx- 
ious, as  they  are,  tu  vomit  forth  the  Lazuroni  of  Ireland 
— that  wretched  population  who  are  retluced  to  themi'n- 
•mum,  and  the  peaaimum  too,  of  bumaii  existence — to  ths 
potato,  the  whole  potato,  and  nothing  but  the  potato — 
was  desirous  of  detaining  them  in  IreUnd — would  it  be 
«•  inhuman**  in  the  Captain  of  an  American  vessel — it  cer- 
tainly would  be  "  illegal,"  according  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land— but  would  it  be  ''inhuman"  to  bring  a  number  of 
that  wretched  peasantry,  ground  down  to  the  last  turn  of 
the  screw  of  despotism,  w»  that  one  turn  more  must  res- 
cue them  entirely  from  it — the  human  family  could  not 
multiply  under  a  fl;«ther  more  of  weight — to  bring  a 


number  of  theae  miserable  beings  to  this  country  ! 
Sir,  I  will  not  say  bow  much  humanity  and  religion  I 
have— 1  will  say,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great  man,  on 
another  occasion,  *'  none  to  speak  of  f"  but  it  would  be 
Immanity  to  bring  them  all  here.  Yet,  as  re^rds  the  in- 
terests or  my  country — of  the  Stateof  Virginia— I  would' 
hang  any  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it.  Yes,  Sir— I 
would  make  it  deathf  for  it  would  be  inflictinga  amou» 
evil. 

I  WAS  sent  here  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  this 
People.  I  thinks  in  regartl  to  this  matter,  many  of  my 
friends  are  radically  wrong,  and  I  think  many  measures, 
we  have  adopted  here  are  wrong:  and  though  I  would 
not  ftbolish  tliat  sort  of  humanity  and  religion,  I  would 
certainly  let  it  enjoy  a  pretty  long  abeyance. 

Sir,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to  touch 
not  only  the  legal  rigiit  now  under  consideration,  but  the 
legal  right  to  every  stave  i»  the  country  previously  im> 
ported  :  for,  if  these  thirty -nine  ahtvcs  were  inhumanly 
and  illegally  taken,  then,  according  to  tlie  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman,  all  the  rest  which  were  brought  into  this 
country  from  Africa,  whilst  the  Constitution  admitted 
their  introduction,  were  inhumanly  and  illegally  taken. 

1  will  not  trespass  &rther  on  tiie  patience  and  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  but,  as  a  Southern  man,  I  will  not 
suffer  this  matter  to  go  any  further,  without  makings  txA- 
emn  protest  against -any  such  preference  as  thia,  on  the 
p«l  of  an^  branch  of  this  Government,  going  to  touch 
this  question,  or  affect  that  light  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever. I  protest  against  it  as  one  of  the  humblest  and  low- 
eat  of  the  Virginia  Delegstion— and,  Sir,  I  never  will  sit 
silent  here  as  Umg  as  any  thing  is  brought  before  the 
House,  which  touches  it  in  the  slightest  or  the  remotest 
degree. 

Mr.' MINER  begged  gentlemen  to  remember  that  he 
bad  no  hand  in  bringing  this  subject  befbre  the  House. 
The  case  of  these  persons  was  brought  here  by  others.  In 
speaking  of  the  slave  trade  as  illegaJ,  I  did  not  intend  to 
speak  in  the  precise  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  embar- 
rass the  question  with  legal  technicalities.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  must  pardon  me,  but,  because  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  legalise  this  traffic,  I  cannot  regard  it 
as  legal,  nor  consent  to  speak  of  it  as  legal.  Tliis  point 
is  not  to  be  setlled  for  us  by  Spain  or  Portugal.  We 
should  regatd  and  speak  of  It  as  statesmen,  and  the  ques< 
tion  of  its  legality  should  be  determined  by  the  higher  ]^wa 
of  God  and  Tiumamty.  Those  are  the  laws  to  which  I  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  WEEMS  rose;  when  the  SPEAKER  observed, 
tliat  the  debaie  had  taken  already  too  wide  a  range:  that 
the  motion  before  the  House,  of  the  gentleman  from  Peon , 
sylvania,  was  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampahire. 

Mr.  WBEMS  said,  be  asked  no  ftirther  indulgence 
than  had  been  extended  to  other  gentlemen  who  had 
taken  part  in  this  debate^  that  he  certainly  was  not  out  of 
order  in  obtaining  the  floor,  and  be  should  endeavor  not 
to  become  so  in  any  remarks  which  he  bftd  to  offer,  and 
most  assuredly  not  more  so  than  others  who  had  spoken, 
aiul  then  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  he  was  to  con>' 
siller  himself  as  having  the  Boor? 

[The  Se£.\REK  requested  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  proceed.]  Mr.  WEEMS  said  he  heartily  accorded 
witli  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rav- 
dolph)  in  most  of  bis  remarks  %  and^  although  like  tbat 
gentleman,  he  felt  unwilling,  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing temptation,  or  extending  slavery,  to  go  into  the  de- 
fence of  it  as  an  abstract  principle,  consequently  he  had 
hoped  not  to  have  felt  himselt  called  upon  to  say  one 
word  on  the  present  occasion.  But  when  gentlemen  con- 
sidered themselves  at  liberty  to  rise  on  this  floor,  and,  by 
a  fwnnal  proposition,  uncharitably  to  denounce  all  others, 
who  happen  to  think  differently  from  themselves  on  tb? 
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■ubject  of  slavery,  pronouTwing  it  not  only  contrary  to 
kw  and  liununity;  but  in  lite  open  violation  of  the  pre- 
c«pti  and  comnuuidmenta  of  God,  he  felt  himself 
no  loiwer  at  libtrty  to  be  uleiit,  being  himself  « 
ilave<bolder,  and  bound  &t  alt  timet,  when  properly 
called  on,  to  offer  reasont  in  justification  of  his  actions. 

[Mr.  MINER  rose  to  explain.  The  honorable  member 
must  have  misapprehended  him,  as  he  certainly  did  itot 
mean  to  make  any  attack  upon  those  who  held  slave  pro< 
peity.  His  remarks  were  strictly  confined  to  the  case  of 
the  Africans  whom  he  could  not  refpird  as  ttaTcs,  and  be 
did  not  think  our  lavs  should  so  regard  tb«m.} 

Mr.  WEBMS  Uhl  he  had  no  disposiUon  to  doubt  the 
honorable  gentleman,  or  to  reject  his  explanation.  But 
he  wished  to  be  understood,  in  accepting  it,  to  receive 
it  precisely  as  he  would  an  apology  irom  a  man  who  had 
first  attempted  to  kn«i;:c  him  down,  and  then  declsred  he 
had  no  intention  of  ixjaring  him.  Sir,  said  Ur.  Wiems, 
the  gentleman  from  Viiginis,  [Mr.  H.]  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Geor^a,  [Mr.  G.]  must  have  satisfied,  if  not 
all^  cer^nly  the  most  who  have  listened  to  them,  that 
fhn  particular  act,  now  under  ^scuasion  of  enslaving 
men,  was  not  contrary  to  law,  however  it  might  be  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  entertained  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  i'eiinsylvanla  on  that  subject,  contrary  to 
humanity.  My  object,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  will  now  b^  to 
ahew,  that  the  gentleman  is  equally  mistaken  a*  to  another 
hw,  and  the  Gospel,  which  he  has  thought  properto  intro- 
duce to  hit  aidt  and  he  wouUl  here  state,  without  lear  of 
contradiction,  ao  far  as  proof  be  required  to  meet  proof, 
that  slavery,  the  right  of  property  in  the  human  family, 
by  purchase  with  your  money,  to  be  held  and  transferred 
in  perpetuity  to  posterity,  had  been  recognized  by  the 
Almi|^^  himself  to  tlic  fullest  extent,  under  every  dis- 
penntion  which  he  hascondeaeended  in  mercy  to  extend  to 
inant  after  advancing  thia  unbshionable  proposition,  said 
Mr.  Wma,  I  hope  to  be  induUfed,  whilst  I  offer  in  as 
a  brief  a  manner  as  posnble,  a  ftw  of  the  leading  pronfii 
that  at  present  occur  to  my  mind,  out  of  the  many  pas- 
sages, which  are  to  be  adduced  from  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  Mr.  W.' said  he  would  not  go  back 
to  the  origin  of  slavery.  The  sin  of  ingratitude  commit- 
ted by  the  ungrateful  Ham  towards  his  aged  father,  afVer 
that  &ther  had,  as  the  fiivored  instrument  ol  God,  saved 
him  and  his  Ikmily  fi>nm  that  universal  ruin  into  which  all 
animated  nature  had  been  thrown,  with  the  exception  of 
what,  under  God's  directions,  he  had  received  into  his 
ark  of  safety,  faithtr  than  by  a  reterence  to  satisfy  those 
who  will  examine  tor  themselves,  that  slavery  was  tlie 
decree  <A  Heaven  i  *  Ciuaed  should  be  Canaan,  a  servant 
of  lenrantt  shall  he  be  unto  hi*  brethren;"  and  tliat 
**  Shem  shonld  be  blessed/'  and  *<  Canaan  shall  be  a  ser- 
Yant,"andthat  "  Goil  would  enlai^e  Japheth  and  Canaan 
should  be  his  servaut}"  so  said  the  good  old  Noah,  and 
the  sequel,  so  far  as  sacred  and  profane  history  are 
to  be  received  in  evidence,  has  proved  that  he  knew 
and  said  it  proplieticully,  as  he  knew  and  spoke  of  the 
approaching  deluge  before  it  came — and  who  can  un- 
say  it? 

Mr.  W-  Mid  he  would  invitethe  attention  of  the  House 
immediately  to  him,  who,  of  all  others,  it  pleased  God  to 
style  hb  fnend— the  fi«ithful  Abraham — with  whom  God 
establuhed  a  covenant,  that  which  Christians  believe  and 
acknowledge  to  be  the  prototype  of  Baptism;  wherein  he 
was  commanded  tu  circumcise,  at  eight  days  old,  "all 
born  in  the  house,  or  bo»ijrbt  with  money  of  any  stranger, 
which  is  not  of  thy  seedi"  thereby  recognizing  the  right 
of  pn^rty  by  purchase,  not  only  for  the  moment,  but 
forever,  "and  my  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  an 
everlasting  covenant  j"  and  this  very  same  Abraham  must 
have  been  a  vile  old  sinner,  (agreeable  to  the  notions  of 
the  present  day]  for  we  read  that,  on  one  occasion,  he 
aimed  318  of  bis  senrants,  and,  wicked  as  he  was  to  hold 


servants,  God  blessed  him,  and  gave  success  to  his  am*. 
Ajrain,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  wc  find  under  the  Mosaic  diapen- 
action,  slavery  to  be  recognized  to  the  fullest  possible  ex  • 
tentt  nay,  air,  it  is  commanded  by  him  who  was  believed  - 
by  all  to  be  a  law-giver  from  God;  Ihroi^li  bim.we  re- 
ceived the  comnmndmeata  of  **tliott  shah  do  no  mur- 
der," &c.  ;  and  if  we  respect  those,  we  are  equally 
to  respect  other  commands  delivered  through  him,  the 
very  same  law  giver.  Now,  what  was  Moses*  command 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  It  was  this  :  **  If  a  Hebrew 
brother  became  poor,  and  was  sold  for  his  debts,  he 
should  not  be  held  at  a  slave,  but  as  an  hired  servant* 
and,  after  a  limited  lime,  ar.d  at  a  fixed  period,  ahould 
be  allowed  to  gu  free.  But  not  so  of  others,  not  Hebrews. 
No.  sir,  his  words  are  :  "  Beth  thy  bondmen  and  i\tf 
bondmaids  which  thou  slialt  have,  shaU  be  of  the  heathen 
that  are  round  about  you  ;  of  them  shall  ye  buy  bondnew 
and  bondmaids  \  moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  strait-. 
gers  that  do  sojourn  among  you,  of  them  sbsU  ye  b«y 
Slid  of  their  fiimilies  that  are  with  you,  which  they  bcffat 
in  your  Und,  and  they  shall  be  your  ponesaion  i  and  ye 
shall  lake  them  for  an  inheritance  for  your  children  amr 
you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possesaioo;  they  shall  be  your 
bondmen  forever.  But  ever  your  brethren*  tite  children 
of  Israel,  ye  shall  not  nile  one  over  another  with  rigor^** 
Yet,  sir,  the  pretended  philanthropy  of  our  day  can  admit 
of  no  dtffereocei  all  are  emilied  to  equal  ri|^ts,  God's 
command  even  to  the  eontraty  notwiilistandii^.  Nov* 
sip,  ttMMiglt  bst,  not  least,  let  me  draw  the  atlcntion 
this  House  and  the  world  as  iar  at  least  as  what  I  may 
hnmbly  offer  shail  extend,  to  the  Gospel  of  our  Saviour. 
His  self-taught  followera  have  caUed  -upon  maatera  to 
render  to  their  servants  that  which  i»  reasonable  and 
just  t  and  upon  tlie  servants  to  obey  and  to  serve  their 
master*  in  the  flesh,  fiilthfully  as  serving  God.  .  St.  Paul, 
when  applied  to  by  a  nmaway,  so  successfully  instnicla 
turn  in  this  hia  duty,  that  he  is  found  to  alter  Ms  design,, 
and  to  return  voluntarily,  to  his  master  Philemon,  with  a 
letter  from  Paul:  wherein  Philemon  is  enjoined  ta  re- 
ceive him,  and  treat  him  to  be  sure  as  a  brother,  as  be 
was,  with  his,  Paul's,  promise  to  make  up  or  pay  him 
what  Onesimus  might  owe  him  for  absenting  htmsel£  su- 
turing his  master  how  gladly  he  would  have  Onenmua 
to  adnunister  unto  himself,  but,  without  his  master's  ccm- 
sent,  Iw  would  do  nothing.  What  more,  nr,  need  I  offer 
to  convince  gentlemen  of  the  advantage  that  woidd  arise 
frum  an  examination  of  a  rihject,  aud  tA  autborilie*  tn 
proof  of  the  truth,  previous  to  an  officious  intermeddling 
with  what  they  know  or  seem  to  know  but  little  indeed 
about.  Ihope,  sir,  the  amendment  n(»w  before  the  House 
will  bfr  rejected. 

Mr.  MINER  now  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  queition  being  put  on  Mr.  Bartlbtt*b  oii^  - 
nal  resolution,  vis.  to  have  the  bill  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  report  to  the  House  the  facts  of  the  cate, 
it  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

CASE  OF  MARIGNT  D'AUTERIVE. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive  : 
when  Mr.  DIIAYTON  took  the  flour  and  concluded  the 
arguments  commenced  by  him  on  a  previous  day,  in  re- 
ply to  those  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  LtviiresToa.* 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  taid  he 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Cukk]  who  last  addressed  the  Committee,  in  the  wish 
he  expressed,  iliat  tlie  neces^iity  should  never  occur  of 
discussing  '.he  question  now  before  the  Committee.  But 
the  necessity  has  occurred,  SMid  Mr.  D.  and  the  gentle- 
nun  from  New  York  has  contributed  at  least  as  much 


■  TUti  Spet-ch  wa*  comroeaced  on  ike  7tb  Jaaaar>i  O"'  >^  reawAi 
of  tw«  liar*  am  her*  Mimceted. 
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t»w«rd«  it  u  any  one  who  hu  cngiiged  In  the  debate. 
The  Uentleman  from  Vtr^nia  [Ur.  RAinnLPn]  request- 
ed that  no  member  from  certain  parts  of  the  Union 
irould  condescend  to  disciua  the  raun  question  which 
had  been  raised.    With  the  most  unfeif^xd  personal 
respect  for  that  gentleman,  I  shall  rather  imitate  his  pre- 
cept than  his  example  i  for  after  the  oourae  which  be 
bad  reomnmended,  in  a  manner  the  moit  solemn  and  im* 
presnre,  he  afterwards  entered  into  an  argument  which, 
perhapa,exhau8ted  the  subject-   I  undertake  to  saji,  that, 
■fit  should  ever  here  be  seriously  discussed,  whether  the 
master  has  a  right  of  property  in  hb  slave,  that  no  mem- 
bers would  remain  in  this  Hall(  who  represent  the  Peo- 
ple «f  the  States  in  which  slaves  are  paasewed.  Rights 
which  are  secured  by  the  Constitution  must  endure  as 
loi^  at  thst  Constitution  exists    Is  it  not  an  article  of 
tlie  Constitution  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use,  without  compensation  }   Is  it  not  another, 
that  the  citizens  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  citizens     the  several  States ' 
Are  these  artides  respected,  if  his  property  is  ravished 
from  the  Southern  owner,  and  applied  to  the  public  use. 
without  remuneration?    Is  he  alone,  to  be  deprived  of 
that '  which  is  enjoyed  by  every  other  citizen  ?  Are 
these  infractions  of  legal,  and  moral,  and  constitutional 
rights  to  be  even  jastiHed  by  resorting  to  abstract  sub- 
tleties «ik1  sophistical  refinemenU  *   Let  me  entreat  the 
Committee  to  loek  at  the  real  question  which  is  before 
it    It  is  simply  whether  an  individual,  whoac  property 
has  been  impressed  into  the  public  service,  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  damages  he  has  sustained  by  that  act.  Would 
the  Committee,  apprehending  clearly  this  question,  pon 
der  for  a  moment  as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  }    If  it 
pauses,  upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  not  properly — if 
it  pauses  to  investigate  and  decide  what  Congress  has  no 

Sower  to  lit  in  judgment  upon— the  pause  would  resem- 
le  thst  which  precedes  the  whirlwind  and  the  tempest : 
it  would  be  feliowed  by  tlie  rocking  of  the  fabric  <»  eur 
Gonstitution  to  its  base,  and  its  prostration  in  tlie  dust. 
Sir,  when  I  listened  to  the  sentiments  which  were  ex- 
pressed by  some  who  hare  addressed  the  Committee, 
particularly  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Cx-anx  i]  when  I  heard  them  utter  opinions  pregnant  with 
such  baleful  cuiisequences,  I  sliuddered.    When  1  heard 
doctrines  advanced,  the  recngnition  of  which  would  dis- 
solve the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my 
couojiy.   It  has  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
Slates,  in  virtue  of  the  compromise  in  the  Constitution 
by  which  slaves  were  represented,  are  entitled,  in  every 
military  emergency,  to  take  these  slaves  into  the  public 
service,  without  the  consent  or  remuneration  of  their 
owners.    Do  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  South  hold  their  pro 
perty  at  the  will  of  the  United  States  i   Are  their  slaves 
■t  the  mercy  of  the  Government  i   Can  their  proprietors, 
when  it  shall  please  this  Government,  be  reduced  to  dea- 
titution  and  beggaty  '    When  such  principles  are  pro- 
mulgated, will  our  dozens  calculate  upon  the  value  of 
the  Union  i    If  I  know  my  countrymen,  they  would  soon- 
er perish  ;  but  they  would  perish  with  arms  in  thtir 
_  hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of  those  who  would  attempt  to 
rivet  upon  them  so  degrading  a  vassalage.    Did  they  sub- 
mit to  such  degradation,  they  would  deserve  it :  they 
would  be  fitter  for  slavery  than  freedom.    And  yet, 
whilst  profesung  doctrines  leading  to  the  direst  issues,  to 
the  subversion  n  the  Confederacy,  to  bloodshed  and  a- 
'  Til  war,  the  {^ntleman  [Mr.  Clask]  talked,  in  impassion- 
ed terms,  ol  justice,  and  benevolence,  and  rcli^on.  Sa- 
cred majesty  of  justice  I  are  these  thy  dictates  ?  Pure 
feuntalo  of  benevolence !  do  these  precepts  flow  from 
thy  source  *   b  this,  O  God  of  Mercy  1  is  this  the  reH- 
gionthou  enjninest  ?   Though  somewhat  drawn  from  the 
even  tenor  of  the  discuaaion,  by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 
fa^  which  could  not  be  lupiHettcd,  1  will,  nerettbeleas, 


now  endeavor  to  argue  the  ijuestion  before  us  calmly,  of 
rather  those  parts  of  it  which  admit  of  argument.  As- 
several  gentlemen  have  spoken,  to  whom  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  Committee  I  will  compress 
the  Mihtitance  of  what  they  have  said  in  a  few  propositions, 
and  tnist  that  I  shall  demonstrate  that  they  rest  upow 
foundatitms  which  are  utterly  untenable. 

It  haa  been  contended,  that  alavea,  not  being  men* 
tioned  in  the  act  of  1816,  which  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  property  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,' 
whilst  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore, admitting  them  to  be  property,  compensation  can-* 
not,  le^lly,  be  made  to  their  owners  for  any  damages- 
they  might  suffer  from  their  slaves  being  tqjured  or  de- 
stroyed, when  pressed  into  the  nulttaty  sernee  of  the 
Government. 

That  the  Government  has  no  power,  under  any  citctim-- 
stances,  to  impress  a  slave,  therefore,  that  compensation' 
for  his  labor,  deterioration,  or  loss,  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, should  he  be  pressed  into  the  national  service- 
That  no  peculiar  hard^ip  is  endured  by  the  owner,  in ' 
consequence  of  a  refusal  to  remunerate  him  fbrthe  Uborv  ' 
deteriraation,  or  destruction  of  his  stave,  pressed  into  the 
service  of  Uie  public,  inasmuch  as  no  compensation  is* 
granted  to  the  master  for  the  da  nagea  he  sustains  froov 
-the  enlistment  of  his  apprentice,  or  to  the  parent  for  hi*- 
minor  san,  when  impressed  into  the  Army. 

That,  although  slaves,  uider  one  view  of  their  condi- 
tion, are  property,  yet,  when  considered  in  another  aspect, 
as  givingaririitorrepresenUtton,  they  then  cease  to  be 
property,  and  must  be  r^puded  as  persons. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WniTnaSBr]  I  had  hoped 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  genttemsn  from  Lou. 
isiana  [Mr.  Livihsbtox]  might  have  been  disposed  of, 
without  any  irriution  or  excitement.  'I'he  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  after  unqualfiedly  conceding  that  slaves  were 

Eroperty,  accompanied  by  some  rcmirks,  ^  which  were 
ind  and  bbetnl,  contended,  that  the  petitioner  was  not 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the  ilamages  he  b.id  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  his  slave  having  been  pressed  into 
the  miliury  service  of  the  United  Slates,  because  slaves 
were  not  enumerated  among  the  particniar  deacription  of 
property  contained  in  the  act  of  1 816.  Although  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  gentleman's  construction  of  the 
act  was  erroneous,  yet  it  would  have  afforded  roe  great 
satis&ction  that  this  should  been  the  ground  upon  which 
he  offered  the  amendment.  Had  the  debate  been  limi. 
ted  to  the  cnnstruction  of  the  law,  and  had  no  other  ex- 
ceptions to  the  Mnendment  been  relied  upon,  no  irrita- 
tion would  have  been  created  ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
neither  my  colleagues  nor  myself  would  have  exhibited 
any  other  feel  inra  than  such  as  are  called  fbrth  by  the  or- 
dinary topTcs  of  legislation,  an<l  this  Committee  would 
not  have  heard  an  angry  tone  of  discussion,  which  must 
have  been  painful  to  it  to  listen  to. 

Ir.  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  1816,  it  is  enacted,  that 
if  damajfe  has  been  sustained  by  the  loss,  capture,  or 
destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox.  wa- 
gon, cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  whilst  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or 
oontract,  die  owners  of  such  property  diall  be  indemni- 
fied. In  this  enumeraUnn  abves  are  not  named,  from 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbittlssit,} 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  HcCot,]  and  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Stboits,}  infer,  that  they  were  not  intended  to  b«  com- 
preliended  in  it.  But  the  5th  section  of  the  same  act 
declares,  that  where  any  property  impressed  or  taken 
by  public  authority,  fortheuseersubsistenceoftbeArmy, 
during  the  late  war,  has  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consum- 
ed, the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof.  This  section  is  general  and  embraces  every 
speciea  of  property.  HBditnotbeenin>erted,the3dKation 
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would  haye  been  imperfect  :  for,  if  a  slave  would  not  be 
within  iu  meaning  because  not  named,  neither  woukl  any 
other  cpecica  of  property,  which  htd  not  been  named  i 
the  cflTeet  of  which  would  have  been,  that  no  oompenn* 
tion  Could  be  made  fbr  tbe  UBe»  loss,  or  destruction  of 
«ny  animal  esc«pting  a  bi»W(  mule,  or  ox  :  of  any  kind 
of  carriage,  excepting  a  wagon  or  cart  :  of  any  floating 
reaael  excepting  a  boat  t  or  ot'any  property  which  might 
have  been  loet  or  destroyed  in  a  waffon,  cart,  or  boat : 
nor  could  compenaation  have  been  made  for  working 
tools,  previsions,  timber,  iron,  &c.  or  any  of  tbe  infinite 
varieties  of  articles,  whieli  the  exigencies  of  the  ocoasion 
night  require.  The  mere  statement  of  these  eflects,  re- 
sulting from  limiting  the  constnietion  of  the  act  to  the 
specific  subjects  enumerated  in  ilaSil  section,  is  sufficient 
to  shew  tlie  incorrectness  of  tbe  inference  wliich  has 
been  di-awn  from  it.  It  is  well  known  to  the  members  of 
this  Committee,  to  be  the  ordinaty  practice*  in  framing 
laws,  in  which  certain  objects  are  intended  to  be  providml 
fbr,  fiist,  to  detail  these  objects,  and  then  to  introduce 
a  general  provision,  in  order  to  guard  against  omissions, 
frequently  unavoidable,  where  specifications  are  attempt- 
ed. With  this  vKW  the  5lli  section  was  inserted  :  unuer 
it  every  species  of  property  is  included  i  a  slave,  there- 
fore being  property,  which  in  titis  part  of  their  argument 
was  conceded  by  the  gentleouui  exposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, it  firilowa,  necessarily,  that  hn  owner  is  as  much  en- 
tUkd  to  compensation,  under  the  circumstances  stated 
in  tbe  act,  as  the  owner  of  any  other  property,  in  tlie 
same  situation. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Government  has  no  power, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  press  slaves  into  its  service  ; 
therefore,  that  compensation  ought  not  to  be  allowed  for 
their  use,  deterioration,  or  loss,  where  the  Government 
does  exercise  this  power.  Sir,  I  can  scaroely  reply  to 
this  position  with  seriousness.  A  more  utter  abandon- 
ment of  sense  to  abttRiction  ;  a  more  perfect  inTSsion  of 
ofall  the  rul»  of  logic  and  reasoning  :  a  more  untenable, 
indefensible  paradox,  I  liave  never  heard  uttered  upon 
this  fioor.  What  is  the  sahstance,  if  subsUnce  it  have 
any  i  That  the  commission  of  a  wrong  absolves  the  par- 
ty  committing  it  trom  reaponsibili^.  That  the  ursurpatioii 
of  power  exempts  the  usurper  from  moral  or  legal  ac- 
countability. That  the  wrong  of  seizing  properly,  tyran- 
iHoally,  justifies  the  wrong  of  refusing  to  make  compen- 
sation for  its  use  or  destruction.  What,  do  Uws  protect 
the  violators  of  right '  I  had  always  thought  that  they 
Were  framed  to  protect  the  citizen  from  wrong.  Does 
the  Constitution  forbid  our  Government  from  doing  jus* 
tice,  only  in  cases  in  which  our  Goveniment  has  been  un- 
just If  my  dwelling  has  been  reduced  to  ashes  by  tlie 
incendiary— if  my  purse  lias  been  forced  from  me  by  the 
rrf)ber — if  my  life  has  been  taken  by  tiie  murderer — shall 
these  criminals  be  permitted  to  elude  the  vengeance  of 
the  law,  upon  the  plea,  that  they  liad  no  right  to  com- 
mit the  felonies  which  they  have  perpetrated  i  And 
yet,  upon  no  better  foundation  rests  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman,  that  tb*  Goremment,  in  tbe  case  bdbre 
»  not  bound  to  remunerate  the  petitioner.  As  has  been 
properly  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  though 
his  meaning  has  been  grossly  misconceived,  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  right  by  the  Constitution  or  by  law,  to  press 
any  kind  of  property,  Extraordinary  cases,  neverthe- 
less, liappen,  when  imperious  necessity,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  body  politic,  justify  such  an  act.  Where  such 
high  necessity  exists,  every  kind  of  property  is  equally 
subject  to  be  put  in  requiHitioii.  Though  unwilling  to 
make  any  admission  authorizing  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  tiieir  military  agents,- to  interfere  with  the  South- 
ern slave,  I  yet  agree  with  my  cuileague,  [Mr.  Ham iltos,] 
(though  1  very  much  qualify  the  application  of  the  emi- 
nent domain  and  transcendental  propriety,  in  a  Republic 
Kke  outs)  when  the  enemy  is  menacing  our  Tenitory, 


and  his  progrets'cannot  be  impeded,  without  callinjir  forth 
all  the  physical  force  of  tlie  adjacent  country,  to  erect  forti- 
fieattons^throv  up  entrenchments,  or  to  perform  uaf  other 
kind  of  military  service,tbat  tbe  labor  of  thedave  would  be 
no  more  exempt  than  the  use  of  any  other  species  of prop«^ 
ty  which  conid  be  rendered  ava'dable  fur  the  national  pro> 
tection.  Thereare  timesand  occasions  when  the  Uws  are 
violated  to  preserve  the  laws;  when  the  Constitution  is  in- 
fringed to  save  the  Constitution  ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  de- 
clare, that  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  of  the  lim- 
on,wbo,  in  a  perilous  crisiB,when  the  country  could  not  be 
defended  against  an  invading  eneany,  unless  he  forced  to 
its  aid  all  the  phjrsical  force  he  coiihl  collect,  unices  be 
took  upon  himself  the  responubility  of  an  authority  beyond 
the  strictness  of  the  law,  would  be  a  traitorto  his  trast  and 
a  traitor  to  his  reputation  if  he  shrunk  from  eiicounterii^ 
that  responsibility.    But  it  is  idle  to  reason  upon  tb« 
conduct  to  be  pursued  in  such  extraordinary  conjunctures: 
when  ttk-y  occur,  the  enlightened  aoWer  viU  take  coan- 
sel  from  his  patriotism  and  his  valor  :  he  will  appeml  to 
his  Go<l,  his  country,  and  his  sword,  and  not  entnngle 
himself  tn  the  mazes  of  legal  subtility  or  metaphyncal  ab- 
straction.   The  nation  would  not  merely  justify,  but  ap- 
plaud such  conduct  g  whilst,  according  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  it  wotild  take  care  to  provide  compen- 
sation to  the  individuals  whose  property  had  been  sacri- 
ficed to  the  general  veaL    Ami  the  very  law  upon  which  - 
we  have  been  commenting,  was  enactetl  fi».this  e^iectnl 
purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stokbs,)  broad- 
ly denying  that  either  the  Government,  or  any  of  its 
agents,  military  or  civil,  oan  upon  any  principle  of  State 
necessity,  or  upon  any  other  principle,  press  into  its  aep- 
vice,  either  a  slave,  or  any  other  kind  of  property,  assert^ 
that,  whenever  any  property  has,  by  a  Hilita^  ofiiecr, 
been  pressed  into  the  public  use,  and  compensation  has 
been  allowed  to  the  individuni  injured,  that  he  has  been 
compensated  upon  the  ground,  that  the  officer  was  a  tre» 
passer.  I  will  thank  the  gentleman  to  point  out  a  Kngle 
instance  of  such  a  case.  Our  statute  book  abounds  with 
acta  giving  compensation  to  citizens,  whose  property  was 
impressed,  during  the  late  war «  not  one  or  them  give* 
relief  upon  the  ground  whjdi  that  gentleman  has  stated  t 
if  he  will  read  the  act  of  1816,  he  will  not  discover  in  it 
a  single  expression,  from  wh>ch  the  remotest  implication 
could  be  drawn,  that  the  relief  ttierein  provided  for,  ia 
granted  because  the  military  officer  was  a  trespasser. 
Upon  that  groimd,  precisely,  would  it  be,  that  compen- 
sation would  be  refused.  For  the  tortious  illegal  act  (rf 
the  officer  he  would  be  personally  responsible  to  the 
party  aggrieved,  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  by  which,  vindic- 
tive damages  would  be  awan|ed  against  him.  There  can 
be  no  doiAt  that  the  clause  in  tlie  Constitution,  which 
declares  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  the 
public  use  without  just  compensation,  was  inserted,  in 
order  to  meet  extraordinary  exigeircies,  which  could  not 
he  aotioipated  i  which  under  the  pressure  of  war,  peculi- 
arly of  intasve  war.  coukl  not  be  avoided )  and  without 
which,  the  country  could  not  be  defended. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  where  a  slave  is  Injured  or 
destroyed,  who  has  been  pressed  into  the  public  service, 
his  owner  suflfers  no  peculiar  hardship  by  not  being  re* 
munerated  for  his  lora,  as  no  compensation  is  allowed  to 
tbe  master,  for  the  da  tn  ages  he  sustains  by  th«  enlistment 
of  his  apprentice.  A  single  lAservation  is  sufficient  to 
shew  the  fallacy  of  this  argument.  Congress  pttses  a 
law  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  appreiftices,  and  thie 
law  has  been  solemnly  decided  to  be  constitutional ;  but 
the  United  States  are  expressly  interdicted,  by  the  C<w- 
stitution,  from  taking  any  private  properly  to  the  publio 
use,  witliout  compensation.  The  apprentice  is  aa  much 
a  citizen  as  liis  master ;  he  may  be  as  deeply  intereated 
in  tbe  tuttioa's  wel&re  :  he  is  as  much  bound  to  defeat) 
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it  \  and  ihe  contract  between  the  master  »nd  the  appren- 
tice is  merged  in  the  higher  obligation  which  is  imposed 
upon  every  citizen  to  protect  his  country.  Where  la  the 
analogy  between  such  a  case  and  the  one  now  under  con- 
udeniioa  }  Admitting  it  to  be  a  case  o{  hardship,  that 
the  nmster,  without  any  remuneration,  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  hia  apprentice,  the  obvious 
answer  to  the  complaint  which  he  might  make,  wntild 
be,  that  neither  the  Conaiitutibn  nor  the  law  afTurds 
bim  any  redress  ;  but  Uie  Constitution  requires  for  pro- 
petty  of  every  description,  taken  fur  tlie  public  use, 
that  compenaation  sliail  be  made  t  uid  neither  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  the  law  passed  in  conformity  to  it,  makes 
any  distinction  between  the  different  species  of  property 
for  which  compensation  shidl  be  made.  I'he  gentleman 
-fVooi  New-York,  [Ur.  Stous]  asks,  why  should  remune- 
ration be  made  to  the  owner  of  a  slave  for  the  loss  of  his 
•enrices,  and  not  to  the  parent  of  a  nninor  i  Because  the 
slave  is  property.  The  minor  owes  the  same  duties  to  his 
country,  as  hia  parent  does  {  when  he  enlists,  he  does  so 
voluntarily  and  legally,  and  is  paid  for  his  services.  The 
gentleman  [Hr.  Stobsi]  has  drawn  a  pathetic  picture  of 
tne  minor  dragged  by  tlie  arm  of  military  power  from  the 
embraces  of  his  parents,  forced  into  a  cainp,  and  subject- 
ed to  the  harshness  of  martial  law.  But  this  is  a  mere  crea- 
tion of  bis  fiincy.  No  law  of  Uie  United  States  ever  ex- 
i&ted  authorizing  the  impressment  of  a  minor  or  of  any 
utber  citixe.n  into  Ibe  Federal  Army. 

The  observations  which  I  have  hitherto  subnutted,  are 
all  founded  upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  propert}-, 
which  WAS  unqualifiedty  conceded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Hr.  Whitflxht]  in  the  beginning  of  his  at^ 
punent ;  although,  afterwards,  he  distinctly  stated  that 
slaves,  when  viewed  politically,  as  giving  a  right  of  re 
presentation,  (in  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Hr.  CLasK,  agreed  with  hitn,)  ceased  to  be  property, 
and  a'ere  to  m  reganied  as  peiions  ;  and  botli  tlies^  gen< 
tlemen  relied  not  only  on  the  Constitution,  but  upon  the 
language  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  sustain  their  position, 
aaserting  that  that  treaty  did  not  make  inderaiiiticalion 
for  losses  of  property  generally,  but  only  fbr  eUves*!  and, 
as  indemnification  was  as  justly  due  fnr  one  kind  of  pro- 
jierty  a*  another,  carried  away  by  the  euemj',  therefurc, 
they  dtew  the  eoncluuoii,  that,  according  to  the  treat}', 
•biTes  were  not  considered  to  be  property.  The  gentle- 
mea  eillier  never  read  the  treaty  upon  which  thev  have 
commented,  or  they  h;ive  forgotten  what  they  read.  Its 
language  in  the  first  article  ts,  "All  places,  &c.  shall  be 
restored,  &c.  without  carrying  away  any  of  the  ariiller>-, 
or  other  public  property,  &c.  or  any  slaves,  or  other  pri- 
vate property."  The  recognition,  therefore,  that  slaves 
are  private  i>roperty,  is  expressly  made  in  Ihe  treaty ; 
and  Hia  notorisua.  tliat,  under  iuitidemnification  has  been 
obtained  for  losses,  both  of  biaves  and  of  other  kinds  of 
property.  *Tis  true,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  slaves 
give  a  right  to  representation,  according  to  a  certain  rulet 
but  docs  property  cliangc  its  nature  because  it  is  repre 
senCcd  }  la  all  the  Guvernmenls  in  Europe,  professing 
the  least  portion  of  freedom,  property  is  represented- 
III  many,  (I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  many,)  of  the 
State  Constitutions,  properly  is  represented  in  their  I.e- 
gislatures.  There  would  be  as  much  fbrco  in  the  -argu- 
ment, that  persons  cease  to  be  persons,  because  they  are 
repreacnted,  as,  thct  property  ceases  to  be  property,  be- 
cause it  i«  represented.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Ur.  HutaoLPH]  Im  cuvrectly  said,  that  that  is  property 
which  the  laws  ileclare  to  be  go.    What  constitutes  j>ro- 

Eerty  varies,  in  some  respects,  in  different  countries  ; 
ut,  in  every  nation,  anciciil  ur  modern,  in  which  slavery 
exbtcd,  slaves  have  been  reganled  as  property,  ex  nf  itr. 
mini,  slaves  must  be  property.  By  all  laws,  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  the  civil  law,  the  muniapal  law,  they  are  so 
«ep»led.   In  England,  the  atmospheM  of  wbioli,  it  bu 


been  said,  by  some  of  their  writers,  is  too  pure  for  a  slave 
to  breathe,  he  is,  nevertheless,  considered  to  be  proper- 
ty {  and  this  view  of  his  condition  has  been  recognized 
by  a  decision  of  Lord  Stowel,  within  a  few  months,  eveti 
in  a  case  in  which  a  slave  had  breathed  the  pure  air 
Englanil.  In  the  time  oT  Lnd  Mansfield,  slaves  were 
openly  bought  and  sold  in  the  city  of  Loi>(Iun.  By  the 
Isws  of  the  TTnitcd  States,  levying  a  direct  tax,  slaves  ate 
specified  its  property,  and  assfssed  as  being  so.  By  the 
laws  of  every  State  in  the  Confederacy,  iu  which  there 
are  slaves,  they  are  exclusively  property.  I  make  tlieac 
observations  incidentally,  and  merely  as  observations.  I 
never  will  enter  into  a  formal  discussion,  in  this  House, 
whether  slaves  are  property.  I  will  not  even  plead  to  its 
jurisdiction.  I  will  not,  in  the  moat  indirect  manner,  suf* 
fer  an  inference  to  be  drawn  from  any  word,  or  deed  of 
mine,  which,  by  the  most  strained  construction,  could  tw 
tortured  into  the  semblance  of  an  admission  that  the  Coif 
gresa  nf  tlie  United  States  ha4  the  shadow  of  a  right  to 
sit  in  Judgment  upon  this  question.  If  it  were  to  assume 
this  right,  the  Union  would  be  no  more.  I  would  not 
use  such  hin^Bge  as  this,  but  upon  the  moat  ^ve  and 
solemn  occasionB— without  the  deepest  reflection,  and 
the  most  settled  resolution.  No  one  values  our  Consti- 
tution more  than  I  do.  I  would  speak  of  its  dissolution 
with  fear  and  tremblinf||-.  In  its  prostration,  I  should 
mourn  the  ruins  of  the  Gurest  Temple  which  Liberty  had 
ever  erected.  1  would  clii^  to  the  Constitution  as  toog 
as  it  cxisU  1  but,  when  its  fundamental  principles  ore  n. 
olatcd,  when,  in  its  name,  the  most  sacred  rights  are  as- 
sailed, 'tis  no  longer  the  Constitution  whidi  ve  have 
sworn  to  Bnpp<nt. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery',  as  connected  with  its  ex- 
istence in  the  Southeni  States,  I  hoped  never  to  have 
uttered  a  syllable  in  thii  House  i  but,  as  it  has  been  forc- 
ed upon  me,  and  as,  in  its  discusMon,  mud)  feeling  is 
necessarily  mingled,  in  onler  that  aentianenU  may  not 
be  ascribed  to  me  which  I  do  not  entertain,  T  will.malce 
some  few  remarks  upon  the  subject.  What  I  have 
hiiherto  said,  has  been  founded  upon  right,  upon  strict 
and  unalienable  right — a  right  which  belongs  to  my 
constituents  and  to  myself,  which  it  is  both  my  duty 
and  my  inclination  to'defend  and  preserve  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  the  abstract,  I  condemn 
and  abhor.  I  know  no  terms  too  strong  to  express  my 
reprobation  of  those  who  would  introduce  it  into  a  na- 
tion. I  know  no  languitgc  of  crimination  too  unqualifi- 
ed to  be  applied  to  those  who  are  eng«ge<l  in  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade.  An  African  slave  ship  is  a  spectacle 
from  which  all  men  would  recoil  with  horror,  unless 
the  vilest  hist  of  lucre  had  steeled  their  beart«  against 
every  feeling  of  humanity.  But,  when  wc  live  in  States 
in  which  slavery  exioted  before  we  did,  where  it  baa 
grown  with  our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our 
strength,  it  has  become  so  inseparable  from,  and  inter* 
woven  with,  our  condition,  as  to  be  irremediable— or,  if 
remediable,  can  only  be  so  by  Ihe  slow  process  of  tirtie. 
Our  consolation  is,  that  we  did  not  originate  it ;  when  u 
colony,  we  struggled  against  it ;  wc  found  it  at  our 
birlhs}  it  was  a  part  of  our  inheritance— from  which  we 
can  no  more  deliver  ourselves,  than  we  can  fhim  the 
miasma  of  our  swamps,  or  the  raya  of  our  burning  aun. 
However  aroelioiated  by  compassion — however  correct- 
ed by  religion — still  slavery  is  a  bitter  draught,  and  the 
chalice  whicii  contains  the  nauseous  potion,  is,  perhaps, 
mort  frequently  pressed  by  tlic  lips  of  Uie  master  llian 
of  the  slave.  All  wc  can  do,  is,  for  our  safely,  to  retain 
the  slaves  in  a  due  state  of  subordination,  and,  for  their 
sakes,  aud  fur  tlie  sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with 
all  tlie  consideration  and  mildness  which  their  condition 
permits.  Bui,  whatever  we  do,  must  be  the  work  of 
ourselves.  To  understand  how  slaves  ought  to  be 
treated,  we  onist  be  among  there— must  be  acquainted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


975 


GALKS  ^  SEATON'8  RKGISTER 


U.  or  n.] 


Mibik  Court  Martial — Cate  of  Maigny  Ti'Aultrite. 


{)-t.v.  a,  ma. 


with  their  minds,  tempenments,  And  bkbita.  One  not 
living'  among  themi  would  be  u  unfit  to  -  eitab)tih  rules 
for  their  f^ovenimeiit,  as  could  be  an  trnorant  empi- 
ric to  prrocribc  a  reme<ly  for  a  dmate  which  he  knew 
only  by  name.  We  not  only  are  alone  capable  of  devis- 
ing the  best  practicable  mode  to  be  observed  towards 
our  eUves,  but  we  will  wifier  none  others  to  meddle 
with  litem.  Slavery  is  a  municipal  institution,  as  uncon 
nected  with  any  ctmtrol  of  the  United  Stales,  as  our  cor- 
porations, our  colleges,  or  our  public  charities.  We 
would  as  Koon  permit  others  to  invade  the  sanctukty  of 
our  dwellings,  as  to  touch  it.  tVe  would  as  soon  per- 
mit Congress  to  dictate  to  us  in  our  domestic  concerns, 
— in  our  social  intercourse — to  prescribe  to  us  a  system 
of  religion,  or  a  code  of  morals.  We  should  receive 
any  extrinsic  interposition  as  an  injury,  and  reeent  it  as 
•n  insult.  Much  <s  we  value  this  Union,  we  would  n 
ther  see  it  dissolved  than  yield  to  such  a  violation  of  our 
rights.  Mncli  as  we  lore  our  country,  we  would  rather 
see  oor  cities  in  flames,  our  plains  drenched  in  bIo6d' 
rather  endure  all  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  than  parley 
for  an  instant  upon  the  right  of  any  power  than  our  own 
to  interfere  with  the  regulaUoii  of  our  slaves. 

Whatever  violence  may  have  been  exhibited  in  this 
debate,  has  been  oceanoned.  by  the  renuirka  of  others. 
I  riudl  make  no  partiouUr  reply  to  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Hr-  Ci-abk]  that,  under 
the  compromise  in  the  Constitution,  slaves,  in  time  of 
war,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  Government.  From  the 
general  tenor  of  his  observations,  indicating  kindness 
and  good  fi-eling  towards  his  fellow  citizens  ofthe  South, 
1  am  under  the  impression  that,  in  the  beat  of  argument, 
lie  conveyed  a  meaning  beyond  what  he  intended  t  ftnd 
I  am  strongly  inclihed  to  think  that  the  gentleman  him- 
self will  not,  Qpon  reflection,  enterlun  the  opinion  he 
has  expressed,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  the  opinion 
of  a  single  gentleman  in  this  House. 

It  has  been  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Hr. 
WHtTTLUKT]  whether  the  blood  of  blacks  was  purer 
than  that  of  whitea?  Whether,  should  masters  remain 
nt  home,  and  send  their  slaves  to  battle,  this  Government 
ought  to  pay  for  them,  should  they  be  k'.lled  ?  These  are 
not  argunienti.  If  the  object  of  the  member  was  to  ex- 
cite our  angry  passicns-^tovray  the  North  against  the 
South — to  convert  this  hull  into  a  blobdy  arena,  tliey 
miglit  be  powerful  arguments.  Have  they  any  refer- 
ence to  the  question  under  <lcb.tte  f  Have  tie  citizens 
ai  the  South,  by  any  part  of  their  condut-i,  in  war  or 
peace,  justified  such  taunting  inlerrogatorlea— such  bit- 
ter, an4,  but  from  respect  for  this  committee,  1  should 
say,  such  malignant  insinuations '  Sir,  1  envy  not  the 
feeelings  of  any  one  capable  of  uttering  them.  They 
have  been  volunteered  upiin  an  occasion  when  we  mere- 
ly «sk  that  justice  should  be  done  to  a  citizen,  who  eeeks 
lor  Uiat  which  has  been  denied  to  no  other  in  his-  situa- 
lisn,  and  which  he  is  entitled  to  demand  by  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  uf  lii«  country. 

lllere  the  debate  closed  lor  to-day.] 

Fhidat,  Jasuart  11,  182S. 
MOBILE  COUKT  MAUTIAL. 

Mr.  SLOASE  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
"Me$ohcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
furnish  tliis  House  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
Court  Martial,  which  commenced  its  sittings  at  or  near 
Mobile,  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1814,  for  the  trial 
of  certain  Tennessee  militiamen  ;  together  with  a  copy 
of  all  the  onJers  for  the  organisation  of  said  Court,  as  well 
as  those  subsequently  issued  in  relation  to  its  decisions  ; 
and  to  inform  this  House  whether  there  is  in  the  War 
Department  any  evidence  that  those  militiamen  were  i 
called  htto  Bcrrice  by  virtue  of  ftny  special  order-  of  the 


President  of  the  United  Slala^  -ot  whether,  in  punuaBoe 
of  (he  powei-s  veBte<l  in  him  by  the  law  of  the  Ifith  of 
April,  I8I4,  the  President  did  make  any  genenl  regula- 
tion as  to  tiK  period  of  time  the  militia  called  into  service 
under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the  act  to  which  it 
Is  a  supplement,  should,  be  held  to  service  ;  and,  if  st, 
the  time  at  which  that  regulaXiun  was  made.  And  wke- 
ther  the  President  did  give,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, any  order  directing  the  length  of  time  tliat  tlie- de- 
tachment of  Teniiessee  militia,  of  which  the  men  tiM 
by  the  aforesaid  Cunrt  Dlavtial  nt  Mobile  form  s  part, 
should  continue  in  service.  And,  also,  to  state  uiider 
what  law  these  men  w  ere  drafted,  otul  what  laws  tA  tbe 
United  States  were  in  force  at  the  time  tli«y  entered  the 
service.  And,  also,  to  fiirni^)  copies  of  any  eerrespim- 
dence  in  the  War  Department,  between  the  Piwdenter 
Secretary  of  War  aiid  the  Governor  oT  Tentss— ,  duriog 
the  late  war,  on.the  subject  of  the  time  whiota  theifavft- 
ed  militia  of  said  State  siwuld  be  required  taaerreintbc 
armies  of  the  United  States."  -  ■ 

This  resohition  was  hid  upon  the  table  for  one  day.  - 

CASE  OP  HARIGNY  D'AUTEHIVB. 

The  House  being  again-  in  Committee  of  the  Whble  ort 
the  b'dt  for  the  relief  of  Uarigny  D'Auterive,  atid  tM 
question  still  being  on  the  aipendmenl  moved  by  Mr. 
LivLTosTOiT,  providii^fbrthe  lost  thne  of^petitlbMr^ 
slave,  ami  the  expences  of  his  medical  4re«tment—' 

Mr.  IlUNNEiC  of  New  YoA,  rose  Kod  said,  1  bsre 
listened  to  the  progress  of  this  debate,  with  a  grfcat  agd 
oonslantly  increasing  interest.  At  first,  howerefyt*« 
struck  me  as  a  dry  question,  relating  merely  to  ati  bidf- 
vitlual  claim,  in  which  we  had  only  to  inquire-  inttf-tbe 
fact,  and  then  determine  the  compensation.'  Btit  tbe 
debate  ivhicli  has  subsequently  arisen  ;  the  manner  of 
the  discussion  t  the  luiguage  which  has  bom-used ;  tU 
higli  tone  of  defiance  on  the  one  side,  the  bold  at>d  redt- 
lees  spirit  whh  which  the  subject  has  been  spproicliM 
on  the  other,  have  forced  me  to  contemplate  it  in  a  vnr 
diflerent  aspect.  It  is  impossible  for  any  irtdiriiWr, 
coming  from  my  part  of  the  country,  to  hear,  dispaBion' 
ately  and  coolly,  the  language  which  has  been  uitd  1^ 
the  gentlemen  of  the  South.  We  hav«,  sH  of  us,  censm 
habiu  of  thought,  certain  ferlings  and  Assodstmn^  in- 
separable  from  our  nature,  wh  cb  education"  renders  in- 
delible, and  which  should  be  mutually  recpected.  We 
ought  to  remember,  that,  so  faHihIc  is  human  reason,  «w 
so  mirch  under  the  dominion  of  the  circumstances, 
surround  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own  chancier,  ttal 
tho  same  exact  quantum  of  reason,  as  if  extsta,  Varm 
or  South  of  the  Potomac,-  exercised  upon  certain  wbi 
jecls,  may  perform  precisely  converse  operations' ;  anu 
It  therefore  becomes  us,  wt)en  diecusslng-any  topic  tfhitii 
thus  alters  the  chamctrr  of  «ur  miional  nature,  to  ptacticc 
a  lesson  of  mutual  toleration,  uf  hititual  forbearance; 
When  our  Southern  brethren,  th<refore,  giving;  uttcrsn" 
to  the  unbiassed  dictates  o(  their  own  judgment,  on  thtl 

iiTitating  question,  forbid  us  to  touch  or  approach  it— 
when,  in  their  language  irf  strong  and  indignant  feeling; 
they  warn  us  against  the  hHsnt  of  inciining  the  hst 
and  worst  of  political  evils — they  forget  this  peculianty 
of  our  relative  position,  'fliey  do  more,  Mr.  Chirinnan ; 
for,  arriving  at  the  conclusion,  that  this  House  has  no 
power  to  decide  whether  a  slave  be  property  by  virtue  w 
their  own  natural  reason,  and  inhibiting  its  fromeven  an 
approach  to  that  question,  they  claim  tl»e  unconfrdled 
exercise  of  reason,  and  the  expressioa  of  opinion,  which 
they  refuse  to  us. 

If  the  conclusion  ofthe  gentlemen  be  correct,  whym*/ 
they  not  safvly  submit  to  us  the  consideration  of  thepreW'f" 
ee?  Ifitbeincorrect,thelanguageof  menace isasimp^''''' 
as  it  is  dangerous.  I  have  said,  that  I  originally  conwder- 
ed  this  a  dry  question  ;  I  will  now  a»yi  that  my  mind*'' 
made  up  to  rote  for  the  amendtuent  of  tbe  g«ntten>i* 
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frotD  lAuisianB,  inrolTin^  the  principle  of  ihe  master's 
right  to  Mmpensation  for  bis  slave.  Subsequent  reflec- 
liiNi»  however,  if  it  have  not  completely  changed  my  opin- 
urn  on  this  point,  has  certainly  intjuce^l  me  to  view  it  as 
a  natter  the  slightest  comparative  importance.  The 
ameadsMnt  to  tlie  report  is  to  allow  to  the  master  a  com. 
pcnsMion  for  the  luss  occasioned  by  the  Impressment  of 
his  sUm,  under  that  article  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
vides that  private  property  shall  nut  be  used  for  public 
service,  unless  upon  just  compensation  to  the  owner. 
And  it  is  adrocaied  upon  the  principle,  that  its  rejection 
«ill  ezptcM  the  decided  opinion  of  this  House,  that  a 
riave  ts  not  property.  Such  a  consequence,  mt,  in  my 
opinion,  is  neither  natural  nor  necessary.  And  I  shall 
briefly  state,  for  the  reflection  of  the  gentlemen  from  the 
South;  why  I  think  it  is  not.  The  question,  considered 
n  tUs  uninteresting  view  of  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  umply, 
whether  the  oonititutional  pnn^aion  was  intended  to 
Asbnee  tius  preeiae  ipeciea  <^  property  i  And,  I 
confess^  though  with  tome  beaitation,  that  I  think  it 
vairnet. 

Mr.  Btrnnm  tlien  proceeded  to  explun,  and  insist 
apon  the  iMpoal  and  legal  distinction  between  the  abso- 
lute right  Of  property  to  mslerial  things,  and  that  which 
«oiiriats  in  a  legal  title  to  the  aervice^  or  interest  in  the 
labor  of  another  .perun.  He  flhiatrated  this  Aatinetion 
hf  aeveral  aiuda^ee  and  emnplea,  drawn  both  fitm  the 
fSMk  and  the  Cummon  Law,  in  the  eoorte  of  which  he 
ebaenred— 

There  are  two  great  diviaiona  of  property,  in  respect 
te  thmr  natures,  that  are  separated  from  each  other  by 
a  line  as  clear,  and  marked,  as  light  and  darkness.  They 
are— that  property  which  has  no  rational  will«  and  that 
whioh  baa.  Both  have  been  ibe  subjects  of  ownership 
Iroflfi  the  earfiest  age*  and  the  right  <h  escluaive  owner- 
•hip  over  both,  is  of  an  origin  coeval  with  the  histotj  of 
the  world.  The  nature,  however,  of  this  exclusive  nght 
is  difiVrcnt,  vastly  different  in  each  ]  and  the  difference 
afises  from  the  nature  of  tlie  subject.  K«  man  who  lias 
tbe  alighteat  glimmering  of  reason  can  confound  them. 
Mo  Le^slaiive  body  ever  has  confounded  them.  The 
conAiaion,  whenever  it  ariae^  haa  ile  root.in  pas«on,  pre. 
Judie^  or  Ignorance.  Onr  natural  feeling  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  matters,  overmatches  all  the  sophistries  of 
re««on.  For  what  man  can  view  the  death  of  hts  oz  and 
hit  slave,  with  equal  indifierenoe  f  If  such  a  man  there 
be,  that  man  is  not  to  be  found  North  or  South  of  the 
Potomae.  Weeievdse  over  theone  subject,  (however 
(ineontrdhble  our  pofitical  right  and  power  «m  be)  an 
accountable,  a  responsible,  a  saonl  agency  t  if  not  res- 
poimhte  here,  at  least  hsresfter.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask, 
tf  the  fnuners  of  our  Conatitution  intended  to  blend  these 
two  subjects  ta£ether  in  this  their  proviaien  *  Let  me 
ask,  if  both  bad  been  intended,  would  not  each  have 
l>eenasdistinctfypointedout  by  words,  as  they  are  differ- 
ent «n  tbeir  natures  ?  Let  me  ask  agun,  what  is  this 
ri^t  of  property  which  the  master  has  ever  hia  slave  i 
What  but  a  right  to  his  service*,  the  right  to  hia  bocUly 
•nd  intellectual  labor,  either  fur  life  or  tor  yeans  Mcom- 
panied  by  the  duties  of  protection  and  sustenance  ^  If 
for  either  life  or  years,  what  diiferenoe  can  the  gentleman 
from  Louiaiana,  tlie  first  civiUan  of  his  country,  among 
the  first  jurists  of  any,  point  out  between  the  servitude 
of  the  slave,  and  that  of  a  minor  by  the  civil  law,  or  an 
apprentice  bjr  our  common  taw  system  ^  For  tlie  pur- 
poses of  tills  argument,  the  legnl  duties  of  protection  are 
the  sam«  in  each,  and  the  legal  right  to  tbe  services  i«  the 
same,  i  know  well,  that  tbei«  ia  an  important  difference 
in  their  respective  conditions  t  biU  this  ia  not  vithin  the 
•cope  of  the  present  discussion. 

Did  it  then  ever  enter  into  the  imi^nation  of  a  North* 
em  man  to  claim  a  compematton  fat  the  services  of  his 
io^reiMd  ton,  or  hie  apprentica  >  Wja  there  ever  w 
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attempt  from  the  South,  before  tbe  one  new  under  consi- 
deration, to  claim  compensation  for  the  toss  of  services 
of  a  slave,  or  from  the  North,  when  the  North  bad  slaves, 
and  they  were  employed  in  the  service  of  tlie  old  Con- 
tinental Congress  >  And  if  not,  is  it  not  a  strong  implt- 
cation  in  favor  of  that  construction  for  which  I  now  con- 
tend >  That  fifiy  years  have  passed  away  without  the 
agitation  or  deci»on  of  this  question,  is  certainly  some 
proof  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  never  intended 
to  embrace  the  subject.matter.  The  determination  of  tbe 
House,  therelore,  on  thissubject,  does  not  necessarily  or 
naturally  involve  the  question  which  has  excited  the 
warm  feelings  of  the  South.  We  are  not  even  called 
upon  totoucli  it,  much  less  to  decide  it.  [Mr.  B.  here 
briefly  stated  and  summed  up  the  arguments,  and  ci- 
ted the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  DkATToir  and  oC  his  friend  from  X^uisiana  Ur. 
LiTiirenov.l  And  here  let  nie  pause  )  I  have  now 
briefly  stated  the  train  o<  thought,  which  baa  satisfied  me 
that  it  ia  my  duty  to  rote  against  the  amendment.  I  may 
be  wrotig,  but  I  leave  that  to  the  refleet'ion  of  the  House* 
and  must  now  call  its  attention  to  the  more  important 
and  imposing  considerations,  which  the  course  of  this 
debate,  the  matter,  and  tbe  manner  of  it,  have  suggest- 
ed—not  have  forced  uptm  me.  I  have  said  that  this  view 
of  the  subject  is  comparatively  inwgnifictnt.  These 
words,  any  words^  are  poor  and  feeble,  to  mark  the  dif- 
ference which  I  perceive  and  feel.  The  claim  for  com. 
pensation,  considered  by  itself,  is  truly  unworthy  of  the 
feeling  and  talent  whirfi  it  has  enhsted  and  excited — 
Nm  dignut  vindiee  nodua.  It  neither  calls  for,  or  justifies, 
the  asperity,  tbe  irritation,  tJie  deep  feeling,  of  the  one 
side,  or  the  pertinacity  of  the  other.  The  unnecessary 
turn  that  has  been  given  to  this  discussion  may  account 
for  the  former,  as  the  question  it  involvea  should  leach 
the  lesson  of  moderation  to  both.  -  It  is  useless  to  deny  i% 
we  cannot  deceive  ourselves  or  other*.  Upon  tiiat  ques- 
tion depends  tbe  existence  of  thia  Union. 

J,  for  one,  at  least,  am  free  to  acknowledge,  what  I 
religiously  believe,  that,  guarantied  as  the  claimants  and 
possessors  of  these  rights,  are,  by  prescriptive  right,  and 
by  constitutional  compact,  they  can  expect  notbiiw — 
they  can  hope  nothing — they  must  loae  every  Uiing,  ifwe 
attempt,  by  direction  or  inurection  to  make  or  meddle 
with  this  subject  of  their  exclurive  jurisdiction.  This  ia 
a  topic  upon  which  we  of  the  one  side,  may  speculate 
coolly ;  because  one  common  consequence  of  evil  to  North 
and  South  is  remote  ;  tlw  other,  peculiar  to  the  &iutti«  is 
present,  pressing,  and  fearfid.  It  is  an  evil  of  which  tho 
Constitution  has  made  them  the  only  judges,  as  by  its 
nature  they  ought  to  be— the  only  persons  empowered 
and  competent  to  alter,  to  soften,  or  to  eradicate.  They 
welt  know  that  any  experimental  tampering  on  our  part, 
must  be  made  at  their  sole  risk,  cost,  atid  suffering.  Is  it 
strange,  then,  that,  with  the  pledged  &ith  of  the  nation, 
and  the  prescriptive  right  of  ages,  for  the  gumntee*  of 
their  title,  they  ^lould  be  jealous  of  our  interference  ' 
This,  however,  is  a  partial  consideration.  There  is  lbs 
other  common  danger  to  us  both,  arising  out  of  U,  aodita 
necessary  consequence,  to  which  I  have  distinctly  al- 
luded. The  dis<ilution  of  this  Union  ia  an  event  which 
no  American  eitizen  can  contemplate  without  (be  most 
intense  Aselings  for  the  utioaal  interest  and  national  glory. 
I  need  only  allude  to  it.  Other  causes  may  hereafter  en< 
danger  or  destroy  thia  fiimily  of  free  repubUes,  but  this, 
is  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fearfuL  Mr.  B. 
then  inusted  warmly,  and  at  length,  upon  the  injurious 
effect  produced  on  public  sentiment,  and  the  patriotic 
sympathies  of  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-judged  and 
ill.timed  appeals  to  certain  feelings,  and  those  menaces 
of  direfiil  consequences  {  in  tbeir  proper  time  and  place 
cusceptible  of  producing  powerful  impressions  and  proba- 
bly salolsiy  effects  t  but,  if  uHd  on  any  otli9  occftnon' 
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only  wearing  out  and  frittering,  their  own  •power  and 
weight,  lie  then  proceeded.  Let  mcthen.  entreat 
the  gentlemen  from  the  South  lo  forbear  pressing  the 
^iscuMton  of  this  question  upon  erery  idle  occasion. 

not  the  bntn-siA  thoories  irf'speeulaUve  men*  in  this 
House,  or  out  of  it,  provoke  them  to  it.  lAt  them  not 
start  up,  on  erery  inconsiderate  resolution  which  may 
appear  to  involve  it,  to  protest  against  its  being  consider- 
ed, thought  of,  approaclied,  or  louched.  Let  tUem  rest 
upon  theu-  title  to  the  subject  as  property.  It  is  founded 
vpon  the  same  prescriptive  rig^it,  upon  the  same  pledge 
nationat  faith,  with  our  own.  Do  the  gentlemen  of 
the  South  suppose  that  we  can  sanction  an  attack  upon 
tjieir  rights,  which  must,  in  its  principle,  endanger  our 
own  >  If  we  respect  not  the  rights  of  property,  as  se- 
cured tu  them,  do  we  not  know  that  the  time  will  come 
when  others  will  cease  tu  regard  or  respect  our  parch- 
QtenU  and  muniments  ?  But  they  have  a  stronger  hold 
iipoD  US  than  even  this.  We  cannot  fbiyet  the  blooi! 
that  was  prodigally  shed  by  the  gallantry  of  the  South  in 
securing  that  independence  which  the  united  wisdom  of 
all  has  established  upoii  its  present  basis.  We  remember 
who  it  was  from  the  South  that  led  ua  to  conquest  and 
to  glory.  Let  them  trust  soinething  to  our  generous 
feelings— something  to  the  tie  that  liinds  us  together. 
Let  Ihem  wait  until  the  evil  is  real,  and  not  distant,  con- 
tingent, imaginary.  When  some  bold  bad  man,  for  mean 
and  selfish  puraoecs,  shall  attempt  lo  make  tltis  contest 
the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  whether  upon  unsound  no- 
lions  of  political  expediency,  or  the  pretences  of  imprac- 
ticible  benevolence,  they  will  then  find  that  the  North 
will  be  tnie  (I  speak  the  language  of  experience)  to 
them,  true  to  itself,  true  lo  the  Union.  The  gallant  spir- 
its from  South  Carolina  may  then  pour  forth,  in  tlie  strong 
language  of  passionate  eloquence,  those  Initha,  the  force 
of  which  the  coolest  men  will  acknowledge,  and  the  dul- 
lest will  feel.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  then  raise 
his  clear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voice,  let  him  put  forth 
his  great  energies  upon  a  subject  worthy  of  them — he 
will  find  a  respondent  feeling  in  the  North.  He  will  then 
discover,  wlien  the  danger  is  real,  that  the  empathy  is 
common.  Hen  of  all  clasaes  and  all  descriptions  will  an- 
swer lo  his  eaU.  The  danger  of  thta  Union  will  then  be- 
come a  natural  object  of  religious  dread  and  reverence 
to  bcth  North  and  South.  Embracing,  as  it  does,  recoU 
lections  and  events,  which  have  both  instructed,  astonish- 
ed, and  appalled  the  European  world,  we  will  stamp 
with  infiuny  the  man,  or  combination  of  men,  who  at- 
tempts to  hazard  it  by  an  attack  upon  thti^  one  of  its 
vital  principles. 

Mr.  DORSET  said  that,  rn  the  extensive  range  which 
this  debate  had  assumed,  principles  had  been  presented 
to  the  committee,  in  resistance  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  deeply  interesting  to  the 
Southern  section  of  this  Confederaoy — to  none  of  it  more 
interesting  than  the  district  from  whence  be  came.  Ex- 
perience has  demonstrated^  said  Mr.  D.,  that  that  penin- 
■ula,  watered  on  the  cast  by  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the 
wtflti  by  the  Potonuc,  from  numerous  bays  and  creeks, 
presenlj  to  an  invading  foe  great  ftcilities  for  carrying  on 
its  military  operations.  Immediately  in  advance  of  this 
city — it  is  fiur  to  anticipate  that,  in  any  future  war,  the 
enemy  will  seek  again  to  add  to  the  lustre  of  their  arms 
the  sacking  of  the  capital  of  this  Union,  and,  thus  it  again 
will  become  the  theatre  of  war  \  dut,  in  resistance  to  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy,  the  mtional  Government  will 
he  called  on  to  put  into  active  requisition  the  physical 
strength  of  that  district ;  that,  from  its  sparse  population 
and  extertnve  water  courses,  slave*  will  be  impreiised  into 
ihe  public  service  to  do  the  labor,  the  druilgffry  of  tlie 
camp.  Hence,  the  principles  on  which  tlte  resistance  to 
this  claim  reposes,  are  of  essential  interest  to  those  who 
bave  charged  me  with  tb;  vindication  and  protection  of 


their  rights.  I  cannot  consent,  therefore,  to  ha  a  Hsten^ 
only  in  this  debate  ;  and,  however  r«hictant  to  partici- 
pate in  the  discussions  of  this  ball,  I  must  become  an  ac- 
tor, and  contribute  as  &r  as  I  can  to  resist  a  reoogmtioa, 
by  Oils  committee,  of  principlea  pregnant  with  so  nueh 
danger  to  tbe  ftlture  thtereat  of  my  eonstkoe&ts.  Ilhstt 
not  add  to  the  excitement  which  has  already  been  pro- 
duced, which  has  increased  as  the  diseusrion  has  pip- 
gressed  i  neither  shall  I  attempt  te  deeide  who  were  the 
first  to  produce  it.  In  all  discuasiona  producing  mtAial 
excitement,  most  generally  there  are  faults  on  both  md«*. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Loa- 
isank  goes  to  indemnify  the  master  of  a  slave  iiHpieiMxl 
into  the  public  service,  by  the  order  of  Geneiri  Jackson, 
and  wounded  by  the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  ptfbUe  se^ 
vice,  for  the  detefioration  rn  Us  value  caased,  by  the 
wound  thus  received. 

This  amendment  is  resisted  by  tbe  gentlemen  wto 
Iwve  argued  in  oppoMtion  to  its  adoption,  upon  *^ns 
grounds.  It  is  resisted  by  the  realleman  from  0»o, 
[Mr.  Writtlisxt]  upon  the.ptactieeoftheGovermDSB^ 
as  illustrated  by  various  precedents  reeo^rrfzing  tiie  pro* 
ciple  that  slaves  are  not  put  on  the  footmg  of  propfi^, 
and  paid  tat  when  lost  lo  the  owner,  in  tbe  public  to- 
vice.  By  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  lbs 
right  of  the  Government,  when  tbrcalened  with  derins* 
tton,  to  use  sbwes  for  the  purpose  of  national  defienccr 
and  that,  too.  without  being'Kable  to  be  called  on  fwia* 
demnifica6on.  By  another  gentleman  from  New  Yark 
[Mr.  SToaas}  upon  th9  ground,  that  the  right  of  Hie  nw 
ter  in  bis  slave,  is  a  right  to  bis  services  under  dlcii^B* 
stances  whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  oaqwHss 
control  and  custody  of  his  person  t  ao  that  it  caanot  s* 
taken  from  him  for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  acliMS 
regulated  by  any  power  but  his  own,  save  when  4s 
State  lays  its  hand  upon  him  for  the  pomshment  of  cnw, 
and  the  preservation  of  public  peace.  By  aU  these  fea- 
tiemen,  upon  the  analogy  between  master  and  se»v^ 
and  master  and  apprentice.  The  claim  islvrthaita^ 
ed  upon  tbe  ground  of  political  inexpediemy. 

The  gentlcinan  fnm  Ohio  has,  fbr  a  lo«f  tints,  bccns 
dtstinguiabed  and  laborioos  member  the  Cemnittes* 
Claims.  He  knows  full  well  the  great  weight  whicbtkt 
decinons  of  preceding  commiueea^  and  the  opiniiKtf « 
enlightened  statesmen,  have  on  the  judgment  those 
called  to  act  upon  analogous  quertions.  He  has,  then* 
fore,  with  great  induatr)-,  culled  from  tbe  Journals  rf  t» 
House,  reports  of  varioua  comnuttees  on  gueslioascMy 
like  character  with  tbe  one  under  dtscuMUW— cMawa* 
ing,  as  he  argues,  the  correctness  of  tbe  position  whirt 
he  has  assumed  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  j  «« 
from  which  lie  argues  that  the  practice  of  the 
ment  has  been  to  withhold  indemnity  for  alaves  injiirw 
when  called  into  the  public  service,  as  D'Auterive'»iU»e 
was.  With  great  deference  to  the  judgment  of  that  j:in- 
tleman,  the  reports  referred  to  recognize  no  such  pnno- 
ple.  The  principle  recognized  in  these  oases  presentnl 
to  the  committee,  is,  that,  when  a  »l«ve  is  voluntarJy 
carried  into  the  military  service  of  tbe  country,  by  «• 
master,  being  an  officer,  and  substituted,  by  th?  sMent 
of  tbe  officer  commanding,  for  the  servant  which  the  Co- 
vernment  was  bound  to  provide  the  master  wilb,tlii» 
then  the  Government  is  not  bound  to  indemnify  tbe  nss- 
ter  fbr  an  injury  sustained  by  tbe  servant  while  thus  en- 
ployed.  The  cases  referred  lo,  are  cases  of  subsliii^iw 
oy  agreement.  Tlie  first  case  is  the  report  of  Montgo- 
mery, who  was  a  lieutenant,  who  carried  with  bim  •* 
servant  as  a  waiter,  who  was  killed.  Tbe  commilteein 
that  report,  say,  if  the  Government  should  be  <^^'*^ 
to  pay  for  the  negro,  they  would  stand  .as  tbe  wsww'J 
of  the  value,  instead  of  makutg  a  reasonslble  ."""^ 
for  him  as  waiter— placing  tbe  teiistanee  to  bis  app**"" 
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tion  for  reEef  upon  the  tpmt  of  the  implied  agreement, 
which  was  not  one  of  warranty,  but  of  compensation . 

In  tecordattee  with  this  principle,  recognized  in  this 
-6nt  appltcation  to  the  Governmeat  for  relief  for  slaves 
ifigitred  in  the  pul>lie  serriee,  the  olaimf  of  Lawrence, 
BvMi%  and  Sbaw,  were  rejected.  Inasmuch  as  all  of  those 
claims  w«re  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their  slaves,  who 
v&a  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  waiters  which  the 
Ctrrernnaent,  by  .its  array  regulations,  had  itself  promised 
it>  tbe»e  o&oers,  to  be  taken  from  the  ranks.  The  ap- 
pfication  now  made  for  compensation  comes  not  withm 
the  rale  of  a^atitntjon,  for  H  u  a  ease  of  impressment, 
Whew  tho  Government,  bound  with  the  obligation  of  the 
■gwaanXiKtewoet  omitted  to  provide  the  means  essential 
to  yoMoot  the  coantjy  against  the  invaaion  of  the  enemy, 
Siapreases  or  takes,  without  the  consent  of  the  citizen, 
bis  slave,  and  employs  him  for  the  general  welfare. 

-  -The  •est  report  referred  to  by  the  chairman,  is  the 
ease  of  Porkill.-  who  waa-imprcMed  by  the  order  of  Ge- 
penA  Jaekwm,  and,  when  the  men  were  called  to  msn 
th»  lines  on  the  Stfa  of  January,  was  sent  to  throw  up  en- 
ttenehmcnts,  in  the  doing  of  which  he  cootracted  a  con- 
— mption,  of  which  be  died,  liie  committee  that  re- 
ported OB  this' case,  were  of  oplnioB  that,  as  it  was  a  case 
«f  cosueqaential  if^jury,  the  Government  was  not  bound 
■to  tndmnify  (he  owner  i  and  when  the  committee  report 
advene  to  tbis -claim,  because  the  injui^  was  consequen- 
tml,  it^oeo  appear  to  m^  Ifr.  Cbairroan,  that,  if  the 
Si^ury  had  -been  direct  and  inunediate,  in  consequence  of 
m  wound  received  in  battle,  they  would  have  reported  in' 
firvor  of  Vurkill'a  claim.  Indeed,  It  does  appear,  from 
tbe*  distiaction  taken  by  tlie  committee,  that  they  admit 
the  loUiilUy  of  tbe  Government  for  indemnity  fur  imme- 
diate and  direct  injury,  but  not  for  remote  or  consequen 
•tinlii^uqr.  in  thoir  (^nion,  the  Government  was  ex- 
•dipt  mm  tbe  obligation  of  indemnity  for  injuries  done 
tojdavea  while  impressed  in  the  public  service,  I  can  see 
m  reason  for  the  distinction  assumed  by  tbe  cnmnuttee 
Itttaveen  direct  and  consequential  injury,  upon  which 
tb^»  report  reposBB.  Thus,  sir,  it  does  appear  that  this 
is  the  nrst  case  ia  which  this  House  has  been  called  on 
to  decide  if  tkcce  be  any  claim  on  the  justice  ot  this  na- 
tioa  to  indemnify  a  master  for  an  immediate  and  direct 
ii^juiy,  reuituog  from  a  wound  received  from  the  enemy 
by  his  slave,  while  in^ressed  into  the  public  service. 
Tbe  wbole  power  of  precedent  is  thus  removed.  There 
ta  no  practice  of  this  House  ;  no  principle  recognized  by 
the  treatymaking  power  i  no  net  of  the-General  Govem- 
SBent,  whicb  rejects  this  claim. 

Let  us  then  see  how  it  stands  on  principle.  The  gen- 
tlcBun  fcem  New  York  ai^a^  that  .the  Constitution,  for 
certain  pai|MMefl^  regards  slaves  as  persona,  and  for  a 
▼ef^  important  purpose.  It  gives  to  their  masters,  in 
tbeir  ri^t,  a  portion  of  our  national  representation,  and 
4be  equivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  this  floor,  is 
tbQ  right  of  this  Nation  to  call  those  slaves  to  the  gene- 
rai  dmnoe,  in  times  of  great  national  emergency,  and 
-that,  to^  without  incurring  any  resptmiibiliiy  on  the  part 
of.  tbe  OoTtfnment,  to  imTemnify  their  maatem,  fbr  their 
-loai  in  battle.  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation,  sir,  that 
no  other  gentleman,  in  debate,  lias  relied  upon  this  con- 
stitutioiiardoctrine,  in  resistance  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. Whenever  this  IIoMse  shall  recognize  in  the  Na- 
lienal  GoveDtmeot,  the  riglit  claimed  for  it  by  the  gen- 
tlereaa  from  New  York,  it  wilt  carry  alarm  and  dismay 
IhKmgfa  the  Sontfaem  sections  of  this  Republic-  If  this 
mtion  is -Tested- with  this  implied  power  of  talcing  tbis 
Bpencs  of  private  jvoperty,  upon  any  great  political  exi. 
Iftney,  for  the  common  defence,  without  making  just 
cwnpenaation  to  the  owner,  the  citiaen  has  no  constitu. 
tioiiiu  security  for  the  acquisitions  of  bis  labor  ;  and,  if 
-this  diatinction  is  recognized  by  tbis  House,  between 
-sfaifvs  and  other  kinds  of  property,  it  will  engender  in 


tbe  minds  of  our  people,  jealousies  and  distrust  They 
will  be  led  to  believe,  that  that  speciea  of  private  pro- 
perty which  is  most  common  in  the  South,  will  be  placed 
within  the  grasp  of  the  national  arm,  without  just  com- 
pensation to  tbe  owners  t  while  the  pronertr  and  the 
wealth  of  (he  non^lave  hbtding  States  is  shielded  against 
its  power  by  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution 
in  protection  of  private  property.  A  recognition  of  such 
a  distinction  will  be  highly  .invidious,  and  cause  much 
just  dissatisfaction.  But  this  branch  of  the  prerogative 
claimed  for  the  Federal  Government  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  alarming  as  it  may  be,  ia  nothing,  when 
contrasted  with  the  terriflc  power,  which  be  lubio  sayi 
was  yielded  up  by  the  Southmi  Ststes,  at  tbe  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  as  the  equivalent  fbr  an  increased 
representation  on  this  floor.  Tliis  power,  he  says,  thus 
yielded  to  the  General  Government,  was  the  power  to 
embody  onr  slaves,  to  discipline,  to  arm  them— in  fine, 
the  power  to  place  the  lives  of  the  master  in  the  handi 
of  the  slave  !  It  cannot  be  that  tbe  South  ever  consent- 
ed to  yield  such  s  prerogative  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment. The  magnitude  of  the  grant  is  of  too  appairmg 
and  terrific  a  character  for  this  House,  for  the  gentleman 
fi-om  New  York,  upon  deliberotion,  to  believe,  that  the 
compromising  temper  of  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
representation,  eventuated  in  arming  the  National  Go- 
vemment  with  such  an  unrestricted  control  over  this 
species  of  property,  which^  according  to  the  ^ntleman's 
views,  not  only  may  be  taken  without  equivalent,  but 
which,  when  taken,  may  be  ao  usid  as  to  produce  the 
most  hoTTtble  reaults  ! 

I  forbear  pressing  any  further  this  aspect  of  bis  posi- 
tion.   My  object  is  not  to  produce  excitement. 

I  will,  now,  sir,  examine  this  theoiy  of  compromise  ia 
relation  to  representation,  which,  in  the  view  of  the  geo- 
tleman  froiri  New  York,  clothes  tbis  Goremment  with 
this  power  over  this  species  of  property.  He  argues  that 
the  ConsUtution  reguds  slaves  as  persons,  and  that  for  a 
very  important  purpose — to  swell  the  representation  tit 
a  State  on  this  floor. 

Yes,  ar,  they  are  so  regarded  for  this  purpose.  In 
that  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  word  person  is  used 
as  synonymous  wth  "human  being  and  inhabitant.** 
The  Coaalitution,  in  the  second  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, provides,  that "  Representation  and  direct  taxesshall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  according  to 
tbeir  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by 
adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 
those  bound  fiir  a  term  al  years,  threfr^fths  oir-all  other 
persons." 

The  word  persons  was  unquestionably  substituted  fur 
skives.  The  wordt  free  penons.  including  those  bound 
to  service,  embraced  all  the  inhabitants  oT  hunian  beings 
of  a  State,  save  slaves  ;  and  the  delicacy  of  the  framera 
of  tlie  Constitution  avoided,  sedulously,  the  introductiop 
of  the  word  slave,  and  embraced  them  under  the  gene- 
ral term  of  other  persons.  Yet,  the  gentleman  aaya  this 
substitution  of  the  words  **  other  persons^"  for  slaves, 
deprives  the  master  of  that  entire  and  ezetuatve  control 
which  Ihe  master,  by  the  municipal  regulation  of  the 
Slate,  has  over  tlie  person  and  labor  of  tlie  slave,  when- 
ever the  wants  of  the  National  Government  demand  his 
services  in  time  of  national  danger.  If  thia  caste  of  hu- 
man beings  had  then  been  called  slaves  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, instead  of  other  persons,  they  would  have  retained 
their  character  of  private  property  for  all  purposes,  and 
could  only  have  been  use<]  like  other  private  property, 
by  the  Government.  If  this  view  be  correct^  it  may  be 
asked  with  confidence,  is  tbe  right  of  the  master  to  hia 
slave  weakened,  or  can  this  Government  assume  any 
right  to  control  the  person  of  a  ^ve,  otiierwise  than  is 
pointed  out  in  relation  to  its  use  as  private  property,  be- 
cause the  Constiliition,  from  peculiar  delicacy,  forebore 
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to  dittln^Mi  them  u  alires,  but  u  humaa  lentient 
beings  ?  They  are  so  ;  but,  because  they  are  so,  and 
are  called  so,  they  do  not  cease  to  be  slaves,  for  any  pur- 
poie  ;  thdr  lelatiant  are  fixed  by  tiie  municipal  cod*, 
and  let  them  receive  what  denomination  they  nuy,  or  be 
embraoed  by  what  cireainlociilion  you  choose,  their  con- 
dition is  not  altered  until  their  bonds  are  burst  asunder. 
.They  still  continue  to  be  property — to  be  sUves,  how- 
eTer  distinguished,  and  can  only  be  used  by  the  nation, 
Ok  it  uses  01  her  private  property,  by  paying  for  iL 

The  gentl^ui  from  New  Terk,  (Mr.  Ct-Ms]  io  con- 
firmation of  his  views  of  compromise  and  equivalent,  baa 
referred  to  the  54th  number  of  the  Federalist  to  show 
.Mr.  Madison's  views  upon  this  question.  That  number 
was  prepared  to  remove  tite  objections  taken  by  the  non- 
alave  holding  Stoir^  to  that  feature  of  the  Constitution 
by  which  three-fifilm  of  the  slave  poputittion  are  added 
to  the  fre(?  population  of  a  State  in  relation  to  its  repre- 
Mntatjon  heie.  It  was  objected  that  slaves  ought  not  to 
give  to  thew  masters  an  increased  representation :  for 
**  shves  are  considered  as  property,  not  as  persons— they 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  comprehended  in  the  estimatea  of 
taxation  as  property,  and  oe  excluded  from  representa- 
tion, which  is  regulated  by  a  census  of  persons."  In  re- 
ply to  this  objection,  it  was  argued  in  that  number,  that 
It  vas  true  that  slaves  were  conudered  as  property,  but 
tliey  were  also  coriudered  as  tometlung  more  than  pro- 

Eerty— they  were  considered  as  moral  persons,  liable  to 
e  j>unished  for  crime,  as  members  of  society.  But  that, 
.inasmuch  as  the  right  of  suffrage  was  regulated  by  the 
State  Sovereignties,  it  was  but  just  and  equal  that  the 
Southern  Statesshould  have  their  numbers  also  augment- 
ed by  tbe  addition  of  slaves,  who  were  likewise  exclud- 
ed frmn  voting,  but  who  were  "members of  society. 
These  eenflicting  opinions,-  sir,  were  reconciled  by  the 
compromising  spirit  of  the  framers  of  the  Canstitution, 
who  consented  to  regard  tlie  slave  as  two-iif\lis  of  a  man, 
and  to  graduate  tlie  representation  upon  this  scale.  I'he 
compromise  was  a  compromise  of  the  right  of  represen- 
tation {  it  was  not  a  compromise  afTeciing  the  exclusive 
right  of  property  and  a  cession  of  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
Federal  Government  fot  the  common  defence  in  time  of 
war  without  equivalent.  It  had  no  aqjiinting  at  such  un- 
equal contributions  by  the  difTcrent  sections  in  time  of 
war.  But  the  gentlemen  say  that  the  slave  is  something 
more  than  property,  yet  they  reftise  this  amendment ; 
they  adhere  not  to  their  theory  of  the  relation  whicli  he 
holds  to  the  nation,  if  he  be  something  more  than  pro- 
perly i  he  atill  is  property,  and.  as  pi-opcrty,  when  taken, 
muit  be  pud  for.  To  resist  this  amendment,  they  ought 
to  labor  to  prove  that  the  slave  is  less  than  property  (tlie 
very  reverse  of  their  theory)  and  being  less  than  pro- 
perty, that  Govemraent  was  not  bound  to  pay  for  it  as 
property. 

The  gentlemsn  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stobss]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohif^  [Mr.  Wbittusbt,]  reject  this 
power  of  the  National  Government  over  the  slave  for  any 
purpose,  and  that,  having  no  such  power  itself,  it  can 
delegate  none  sucli  to  ita  officers.  I  thank,  sir,  these 
gentlemen  for  this  unapproachable  character  with  wliich 
they  clothe  the  slave,  so  flattering  to  our  exclusive  right 
of  property  ;  but,  sir.  I  would  have  thanked  them  if  they 
bad  referred  to  those  principles  of  the  Constitution 
which  deny  to  the  National  Sovereignty  the  power  of 
calling  to  the  erections  oT  fortifications,  to  the  drudgeiy 
of  tlie  camp,  to  l^orioua  ukI  menial  employment,  this 
description  of  property.  In  times  of  great  public  neces- 
sity.  paying  to  the  proprietor  a  juat  compensation.  Their 
opmiona,  however  weighty,  would  have  had  more  in- 
fluence on  my  mind,  if  they  had  developed  tlie  principles 
and  reawning  by  which  they  come  to  these  conclusions. 

If  I  understand  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York,  he 
says  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  never  fix- 


ed tbe  relation  of  master  and  ai«ve  t  that  tiiat  is  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  oC  the  State  in  which  they  reride. 
This  position  is  tinqneationably  true.    It  ia^  rtiereforei  of 
some  cmseqaeBoe  to  inquwe  how  this  nelatioii  is  fixed 
by  tbe  SUtes.    K  is  the  power  which       master  has  to 
his  hOFK,  his  ox.  bis  ass.  his  wf  thinr.  reoognuwd  Iqr 
the  municipal  law.  as  the  exclusive  f^t  of  Pi^H*^*^]!^* 
sell,  to  will,  to  give,  to  do  any  and  every  act 
tunhip  not  inconsisteftt  with  linmantty.    No  additwOH 
character  to  that  of  property,  give*  to  this  SMoes-tl 
property  a  higher  dignity  ;  it  is  not  estrenched  ny  W» 
laws  of  the  Sute  with  gtei^  jealousy  ag«aat  Mvasms 
of  the  riglits  of  property.   Itia  considoed  "  proptf^ 
only,  guided  and  controlled  in  its  conveyance,  in  ita  be- 
quest, and  ito  descent,  by  the  same  prinoiplea  that  regu- 
lated property  of  any  other  s|>eciea.   In  lookiag>lo^ 
municipal  code,  we  find  nothing  to  distinguidi  it  rrwt 
I  the  mass  of  other  species  of  property.    If  wen  the  State 
Soverrignties  dass  it  with,  and  aubject  it  to  all  the  pt» 
ciples  rf  every  other  ^wcies  of  private  prfwerty  i  «« 
dothc  it  with  no  otiier  higher  attributes  <rf-.pf«>pci^  i 
and  if  the  United  States  Uve  a  right.  «nder  the  Consti- 
tution, to  take  private  property  for  public  oa^  payings* 
just  compensation ;  1  ask  tlie  genUemaa  to  p«nt  cut  s 
prohibition  in  the  Constitution,  differing  this  ^des  of 
property  fr<«n  others,  and  rendering  the  latter  sutOsctts 
tlie  public  use,  and  exempting  alaves  from  the  eaayrt 
control  over  all  private  proper^  for  public  ase.forwlMb 
the  Constitution  provides.    Flattered  as  I  rosy  be 
this  panoply,  with  which  the  gentlemen  haa  investadtbii 
property  in  our  slaves,  denying -to  tbe  National 
ment  any  right  even  to  their  uae  in  time  of  g«e*t  "■'"f" 
al  danger,  let  alone  as  fit  subjecta  for  that 
tion  over  their  condition,  so  pressed  upon  thepubheai' 
tention  by  misdirected  philantliropy,  my  jadpnert-eifr 
not  adopt  the  gentleman's  conclusion,  that,  ahhooghWf? 
are  private  property,  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  sndtk^ 
although  the  Government  may  take  private  pKH>p»^ 
public  use,  paying  therefor,  yet  that  tlus  private  |W 
perty  cornea  not  within  the  range  of  tbe  coosliliih«*i 
right  to  take  private  propeKy  for  the  piriilie  use. 
therefor. 

Tlie  opinion  of  the  treaty-making  power  hss  b<rt 
btought  to  bear  in  opposition  to  the  ■""""■''^Vj* 
little  reflection  will  convince  us,  that  the  treaty-mMm* 
power  has  unifonnly  considered  slaves  sa  property, 
not  as  a  part  of  the  physical  strength  liable  to  be  calW 
by  the  National  Government  to  fill  the  mnta  ofW 
army.    Both  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Cfl** 
mittee     Claims,  have  referred  to  the  treaty  of  O"^ 
as  illustrating  their  position.    The  gentleman  fipom 
York  says:  Why  did  the  Government  of  ihia 
eUim  of  Great  Britain  indemnity  for  slaves  captttten 
duriag  the  war  f   Was  it  on  the  ground  tbc^r  were 
perty  ?'   If  so,  the  Government  has  made  an  *T 
tinction  between  tbe  citizeDs.    On  this  principlci  « 
should  have  churned  indemnity  for  propwtT  ot  ersiy 
description,  captured  or  destroyed.    I  "•yf'fl^^^i 
ted  to  remark,  that  tbe  principle*  upon  which  '»*f"r|* 
ty  has  been  claimed  from  the  British  Governmec^^ 
slaves  and  other  private  property,  haa  been  niiswncc"*" 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  alluded  to  this  tojMO.  jl« 
American  Government  has  not  pressed  an  iodemmtyu^ 
the  British  Government,  for  slaves,  and  other  P^J''***^^ 
perty,  captured  and  carried  away  contrary  to  we 
of  civilized  war,  but  for  sbves.  and  other  P**"2.J^ 
perty,  deported  fram  the  United  Stales  by  b»  ^yj* 
Miyesty'a  efftctrs,  in  violation  of  the  first 
treaty  of  Ghent.    The  contracting  parties 
a  basis  of  this  article,  the  "sMua  antt  ^j^^J^ 
stipulated  to  restore  all  territory,  or  places  uken 
the  war.  without  diatinetion.  or  carrvlMr'away  a»7  r":, 


e  war.  without  diatinetion.  or  carrying  away  wy 
:  property  originally  captured  hi  the  said  pl>^'' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'  OF  I>EBATB8  IN  COKGBEfSiS. 


986 


CoK  o/Marlgt^  If  derive. 


which  sh«n  remain  Acre  at  the  time  of  the  rat'ficallon 
of  the  treaty  c  or  any  slave  or  other  private  property. 
•TTiit  article  b  a  literal  transcript  of  the  definitive  treaty 
•of  peace,  of  '83.    The  Gorernment  of  the  U .  States  sent, 
-Upon  the  exehanjpe       the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
'agents  to  receive  irom  the  British  olGcers  commandhig 
•«t  those  places  stipuhted  to  be  restored,  the  public  pro- 
vet^,  slavea^  and  other  private  property  remaining  there. 
^T>he  officers  offered  and  did  deliver  all  the  slaves  and 
"vUier  private  property  captured  at  the  places  restored, 
but  renised  to  make  restitution  of  the  slaves  and  other 
private  property  brouriit  to  those  places  from  elsewhere, 
-after  the  places  had  been  taken,  and  remaining  there  at 
■the  time  n  the  ezchai^  of  the  ratification — giving  to 
the  tfticle  a  restrictive  construction,  imposing  upon  the 
obligation  of  restoration  of  ilaves  and  other  private  pro- 
perty, the  same  limitation  nnd  restriction  as  to  public 
prnpeily  originally  captured  at  the  place  to  be  restored. 
'The  Executive  of  the  United  States  denied  tiiis  to  be 
tile  Mir  itAerpretation  of  tlie  article,  and  gave  to  it  the 
emwtroetion  which  imposed  the  duty  of  restoration  of 
lAivea  and  other  private  property,  ffom  whencesoever 
takci^  if  they  were  within  tne  waters  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  the  ratifiotion.    In  contravention  ^ 
this  «onstnict ton.  the  ofRcen  of  the  British  Navy  deport- 
ed ihves,  wirich,  under  the  spirit  of  the  article,  ought  to 
have  been  restored,  and  the  able  and  efficient  repreaen- 
litive  of  the  American  Cabinet  to  the  Court  of  St.  James 
was  instracted  to  preis  the  Britirii  Government  for  an 
indannhj'  to  the  owners^  for  slavei  thus  deported  in 
«iMrtraventton  oT  the  treaty.    This  demand  was  most 
'|>ertInacioualy  denied,  and  was  the  subject  of  a  protract* 
«d  negotiation  between  the  able  ^plomnlists  that 
"Akfi*  and  eventtnted  in  a  submission  of  the  obligation 
of  restoration  of  slaves,  and  other  private  property,  thus 
"deported,  to'  the  Emperor  of  Russia.    Ttie  gentleman 
from  Sooth  CaroHna  is  mistaken,  when  lie  says  the  ques- 
•  Don  referred  was. the  question  whether  a  suve  was  nri- 
Vkie  property.    Great  Brilam  had  never  denied  that 
character  to  them ;  Ihey  are  classed,  in  her  treaties  with 
tis,  as  private  property'-slaves,  or  other  private  proper- 
ty.   Her  pledge  tor  restoration  sprung  from  the  conn- 
oehttion  that  they  were  private  property,  and,  as  such, 
ought  to  be  restored,  as  originally  not  liable  to  capture, 
from  the  pervadin|f  exemption  of  private  property  from 
capture,  according  1o  the  ruler  of  eivilised  warihre. 
'■  The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  [Mr.  CiiaK]  conn, 
ders  titem  as  combatants,  to  be  called  into  the  armies. 
The  Ministers  of  Ghent  never  viewed  them  as  such — 
If  they  bad,  they  would  have  came  within  the  range  of 
the  second  article,  which  provides  for  the  restoration 
'  of  prisoners,  and  there  would  have  existed  no  necessity 
tat  a  special  provirion  providing  for  their  restoration. 
Thus  the  Kipumtions  of  the  treaty  and  the  treaty  -making 
power,  not  only  AicUin  the  views  of  these  gentlemen, 
^  bat  may  be  invoked  to  fhe  support  of  the  ameDdroent, 
and  of  the  principles  upon  wliicti  it  is  based. 

I  approach  the  doctrine  of  analogy  between  fhe  case 
«f  master  and  apprentice,  and  master  and  slave.  We 
aie'  ariced  wttfa  great  confidence  to  point  out  the  differ- 
ence uptm  the  pfnnt  of  just  compensation  between  the 
two  cases.  They  are  obvious.  Sir,  the  apprentice  is  a 
five'nian— liable,  on  the  very  first  principles  of  Govern- 
ment, to  contribute  to  the  Government  that  protects 

■  SHTSrt  Jlwm  Mr.  J*nw«'  UtUr  M  L*rdamlertnh,dat*i9ihJkit- 

"  Bad  the  Briti«h  PleninouiitUriM  mtVrA  iif  oi  mn  npbnaiioa  of 
ear  prapoMl  to  uaiMpOM  ike  wnrdi,  w«  ecrtatnlj  ihould  b>T«  civen 
ill  mvridmirlMduiot^MinmkkiiiCitaeyropanl.aiMlweihourht 
the  wot4b  fkllr dMehtwd  it,  ria t  •  o«r  affect wa*  the  rvaieratitn  wall 
property,  indudii^  ilaTM,  wfaioh,  by  tlw  utacc*  of  war,  vaam^  d*H- 
BM  aatMni,  ouRht  iHit  to  ban  bera  lakni.  All  prirate  proMrtf  oa 
sbore  waa  w  that  deMriptlmi  t  it  wm  entKW,  br  iha  lam  of  war,  to 
rtm^Km-ttm  nptnrc:  Siarca  «m  |M-i«»w  pritpcr^.***-C'fMr  Ay 


him,  h's  support;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  reettr  td 
these  first  elements  of  society,  to  shew  thiU  the  GctverA* 
ment  has  a  right  to  control  the  service  of  the  appren- 
tice. Among  tiie  enumerated  powers  conferred  on  th^ 
General  Government,  by  the  Constitution*  is  to  be 
fouix)  that  which  authorizes  it  to  provide  for  the  ott;ani<i 
zation  of  the  militia.  Under  thia  express  power,  th^ 
have  a  rigtit  to  say  at  what  a^  a  dtizen  shab  b«  enrat* 
led  and  ccimpelled  to  do  duty.  The  limitation  trf*  age  is 
a  (Question  of  expediency  i  they  have  a  right  to  raise  ar- 
mies ;  they  can  say  at  what  age  a  ciUeen  may  enter  Iri' 
to  the  service.  The  right  of  the  master  is  conventional 
between  him  and  the  apprentice.  It  is  a  Lilliputao 
tie,  which  may  be  rent  asunder  whenever  Ni^onal 
danger  or  policy  shall  require  Uie  Congress  of  the  Uidt- 
ed  Slates  to  interpose.  It  is  not  so  with  slaves — as  per- 
sons, they  enter  not  into  the  calcuUtion  of  those  who 
bear  arms  against  the  foe  i  over  them  as  such,  we  may 
look  in  vun  for  our  chaKered  license  to  legislate. — 
Hence  springs  the  difference :  the  Constitution'  ^ves  us 
the  right  of  legislation  over  tlie  apprentice—withholds 
it  from  OB  over  the  slave.  But  a  most  essential  tUfferenee 
is  to  be  found  in  another  aspect  between  their  relatitHW 
to  the  Union  ;  Slaves  are  conudered  as  property  for  all 
puiposes  of  taxation.  Apprentices  are  not  conudered  as 
property  for  any  purpose  of  taxation  whatever.  Yes, 
nr,  slaves  are  considered  as  property  for  taxation  :  for, 
in  1813,  among  the  war  Ux,  a  direct  tax  was  laid  on 
slaves,  and  the  assessors  were  directed  to  value  them  at 
their  full  value  t  and,  at  the  very  time  when  this  pe- 
titioner was  in  the  tanks  of  the  army,  resisting  the  in< 
vanon  of  the  enemy,  he  was  paying  a  tax  upon  this  very 
slave,  which  you  yourselves  liad  determined  was  proper- 
ty— as  such,  liable  to  be  taxed,  and  being  thus  liable  to 
be  taxed  as  property,  liable  to  be  taken  for  public  use, 
payinff  a  just  compensation.  I  put  it  to  liberal  ^ntie- 
men,  if  it  be  eitiicr  consistent  with  tlie  dignity  or  justice 
of  National  legislation,  to  say  that,  for  purposes  (w  taxa- 
tion, when  the  public  coffers  are  to  be  filled,  and  the 
imptraitions  on  other  species  of  private  property  are  to 
be  lightened,  we  will  consider  slaves  as  property  ;  and 
that,  when  we  take  them  for  <»>niinon  defence,  we  will 
suffer  roin  to  overtake  their  ownerv,  by  denying  that 
they  are  pn^KHy*  and  thqa  let  the  losses  which  the 
American  Government  ought  to  sustain  from  the  Na* 
tional  resources,  fall,  with  a  ruinous  oppresuon,  on  its 
citizens. 

But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Government  has  a 
right  to  the  services  of  slaves  in  time  of  imminent  peril, 
without  equivalent,  has  it  a  right  to  the  service  of  any 
particular  slave  ?  If  it  has  a  right,  it  may  be  a  right  to 
claim  from  the  slave  holdeis  a  Uxt  contribution  from  the 
slave  population.  Distributive  justice  rejects  with  promp- 
titude  the  idea  of  fbrcing  one  individual  of  a  community 
to  contribute  his  wealth,  his  resources,  for  the  general 
defence,  without  a  corresponding  contribution  from  other 
^citizens,  alike  interested  in  llie  national  ^ory — in  the 
genera]  prosperity. 

As  to  the  danger  from  the  exercise  of  siidi  a  power 
by  the  National  Government,  I  tiiaok  the  gentlemen  for 
their  warning  voice.  We  fear  no  abuse  of  this  powtr. 
It  does  not  enter  into  our  conception  that  any  such 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  i  that, "  if  this  power  is 
recwnized,  the  General  Government  may  fill  its  rank 
and  files  with  slaves."  That  step  would  be  a  dissolution 
of  this  Union  t  it  would  fail  in  its  object  of  providing  fur 
the  general  welfare  and  for  the  common  defence,  and 
the  States  would  be  dissolved  from  all  allegiaiKe.  We 
ask  fur  the  delegation  of  no  such  power  to  the  Federal 
Executive,  but  we^are  willing  that  our  slaves  may  be 
called  to  that  service  of  the  country  which  does  not 
jeopardize  oar  own  security,  while  it  givet  strength  to 
the  miUtaiy  arm,  by  enabling^  it  to  cany  into  baitn  the 
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free  citizen*.  We  wish  not — we  fe«r  not— th«t  the  eagfles 
of  thii  cottfitrjr  will  be  b<vne  in  battle  or  sustained  in  the 
fli|ht  by  bond  men  \  when  that  time  ihall  come,  so  degen- 
crite  thaU  we  be*  that  thit  Union  wt]l  not  need  preser- 
n^ion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  tells  us,  that,  if  a 
Southern  President  would  not  thus  fill  the  ranks,  a 
Nonhem  one  mi^ht.  As  to  a  Soathem  one,  I  entertain 
no  fears  i  as  to  a  Northern  one,  I  tell  the  gentleman  I  am 
as  equally  free  from  apprehension.  Does  lie  not  know 
that  the  uw  is  gone  forth,  tharwe  of  the  South  have  rc- 
■olred  that  there  shall  be  no  futtire  President  north  of 
the  Susfjuehanna  f  The  gentleman  knows  me  too  well, 
to  suppose  that  in  this  rule  of  exclusion  I  participate. 
I  am  with  him.  Therefore,  when  he  talks  of  a  Northern 
President,  he  attempts  to  frighten  us  with  an  imaginary 
personage,  which,  in  no  time  to  come,  is  again  to  be  seen. 
The  committee  will  pardon  me  for  this  bMtnage  t  and  I 
lrust(  that,  when  we  recollect  the  great  and  glorimu 
Achievements  of  that  day — the  resulta  which  then  and  now 
attends  it  in  our  national  and  even  aocial  concerns,  diere 
wHl  be  no  difTiculty  in  this  committee  voting  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  H  AYNES,  of  Georgia,  now  iditMned  the  floor  but 
yielied  it  to 

Ur.  LIVINGSTON,  of  Louuim,  who  said,  that  ami- 
menu  had  been  suggested  in  thia  discussion,  which  he 
could  not  have  foreseen.  lie  had  not  the  least  idea  that 
such  a  spirit  could  have  been  excited  as  had  been  mani- 
fested in  tl^  House  ;  and,  so  far  from  having  deserved 
the  reproach  of  unnecessarily  atirring  an  important  and 
delicate  question,  the  amendment  he  had  proposed 
could  not,  as  he  thought,  hurt  an}-  honest  pvejudice,  or- 
give  the  slightest  shock  to  tlie  most  sensitive  mind  t  on 
the  oonttary,  in  itself,  it  involved  notliing  but  a  question 
of  plain  obvious  justice.  He  had,  however,  wlUi  deep 
regret,  perceived,  ttiat  it  had  been  made  the  occasion  of 
introducmg  the  most  dangerous  and  destnictiv*  doc- 
trine i  and,  having  no  desire  to  prolong  or  to  increase 
the  excitement  growing  out  of  this  dehate,  it  was  his  in- 
tention, before  he  resumed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  the  a- 
roendment  he  bad  tiered.  Justice  to  himself,  however, 
required  that  he  should  state  his  reasans  for  so  dmng. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  excitement  had  been  unne- 
cessarily raised  by  those  who  had  introduced  and  sup* 
ported  the  amendment,  and  that  there  was  nutlitng  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  CUims  which  in  any 
wise  called  for  it.  It  was  on  this  point  alone  that  Mr. 
I„  said  he  wished  to  be  heard'.  Gentlemen  have  said, 
"  You  have,  without  reason,  raised  a  commotion,  which 
the  subject  did  not  call  for  i  you  have  grown  warm, 
and  have  insiiited  that  tliis  is  a  most  serious  question, 
but,  if  it  is  a  serious  question  on  your  side,  it  H  no  less 
BO  on  ours  "  This  was  what  lie  wished  to  examine, 
lie  held  that,  while  the  principle  involved  in  the  amend- 
ment was  a  most  serious  one,  indeed  to  the  slave-hold- 
ing States,  it  was  absolutely  nothing  to  those  States 
where  slaves  ware  not  to  be  found  i  and  to  certain  wai 
he,  that  it  would  be  so  considered,  that  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  William  Wilberforce,  or  to 
the  Apostle  of  Abolition,  Caleb  Lowndes  himself.  -  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  Northern  States  might,  with  some  rea. 
M)n,  liava  had  their  feeling  of  humanity  roused,  had  it 
been  proposed  either  to  increase  the  number  of  persons 
in  daTeiy>  or  in  any  manner  to  aggravate  the  hardships 
of  their  condition.  So  far  as  this,  he  fully  entered  into 
their  feelings,  he  agreed,  and  he  felt  with  them.  But 
wliat  is  the  case  here  !:  A  man  has  had  his  slave  injur- 
ed, while  taken  bv  force  to  labor  in  the  public  service. 
The  facts  are  settled,  and  tlie  amount  of  damages  ascei^ 
tained.  The  only  question  is,  shall  we  pay  the  demand' 
Now,  sir,  asked  Mr.  L.  how  are  the  feelings  of  hiiinsnity 
involved  in  atich  a  question }    Will  the  miseries  of  s^- 


very  be  any  lighter  if  we  do  not  pay  it,  than  if  we  do ) 
Will  the  number  of  persons  in  slavery  be  increased  by 
our  paying,  or  diminished  by  our  refiising  *  What  good 
feeling  wdl  be  gratified  by  our  refiuaH  Nose  tnat^ 
can  conceive  of.  Sir,  is  this  a  fair  view  of  the  case,  or  is 
it  not  }  lie  the  prejudices  '  of  gentlemen  ever  so  iBve* 
terate,  even  prejudice  itself  cannot  be  injured,  by  doii^ 
an  act  of  manifest  justice.  And  gentlemen  roust  psKloB. 
me  for  saying,  because  1  state  what  is  the  &cl,  that  I 
have  not  heard  so  much  aa  the  shadow  of  ■  reason  f<»re> 
fusing  the  payment. 

Setting  aside  the  aigument  drawn  from  appmxiniAiiiig 
the  condition  of  a  slave  to  that  of  a  minor  or  an  appreRr 
tice,  which  I  have  fully  answered,  and  which,  if  allowed 
would  only  prove  that  the  master  of  the  apprentice,  vn 
entitled  to  remuneratioi,  not  the  master  of  the -slave 
was  entitled  to  none — setting  this  aside,  the-aiiguiaeiit 
may  be  considered  as  comprised  in  the  ^eecbes  of  lbs 
two  gentlemen  from  New  York,  the  one  a  member  gf 
the  Committee  of  Chiims  [Mr.  Claik,]  the  lAher,  vba 
followed  him,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  [Mr  Stoku.]. 
The  one  tells  us  that  slaves  are  property,  but  that  they 
are  somethins  more— Uiey  are  moral  [beings  ?  that  they 
increase  llie  representation  of  the  whites  i  that  ibey  mf 
legally  be  called  on  to  form  part  ot  tiie  miUtaiy-ftwce,  aad 
defend  thdr  country,  and,  tlieqefbre,  ought  not  to  be 
paid  for.  T1*e. other  gentleman-  takea  directly _th*flp- 
posite  ground,  but  comes  to  the  game  coochtsioo :  be 
says  that  they  are  properly,  in  the  broad<»t  aenae  of 
word,  but  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  take  tbem  for  tfac 
public  use,  and  that,  therefore,  when  they  are  so  tskei* 
they  ought  not  to  be  paid  for.  Now  both  these  geatle* 
men  cannot  be  right.  It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  t* 
show  that  both  are  wrong.  The  difference  l****^ 
them  is  this  :  the  one  draws  his  fiilse  conclunon  flron  n* 
correct  facts  i  the  other  more  inezciuid>ly,  frmn  a  cor 
rect  statement.  . 

That  staves,  because  they  arc  mural  beings,  M«  ''">f^ 
to  be  called  on  to  do  mililary  service,  will  now  for  IM 
first  t-me,  and  I  trust  for  the  lasi,  be  heard  within  the« 
walls.  Gentlemen  who  use  it  d  i  not,  cannot  percrt« 
its  consequences,  or  thev  would  not  on  any  occanoBi 
employ  it ;  and  if  warmth  of  feeling  has  been 
and  warmth  of  language  used  to  express  it,- we  WM 
look  no  farther  for  complete  jiisUficiition,  that  a  «*■ 
trine  that  asserts  the  riglit  of  Congress  to  put  •'•"^ 
the  hands  of  our  slaves,  to  deprive  us  of  **'*^'J'*J^ 
little  in  importance  compared  with  this  dreadful  dw- 
trine,  unsupported  as  it  is  by  any  Uw,  any  principle, « 
any  constitutional  provision  i  and  I  allude  to  it, 
cause  I  think  it  needs  refutation,  but  because  it  m'*"™ 
for,  and  completely  justifies,  any  warmth  which  on  WB 
side  may  have  been  elicited.  The  conclusion,  lliat,  be- 
cause they  are  moral  beings,  they  are  not  piopert),  <» 
property  of  a  kind  that  ought  not  to  be  paid  for.h" 
been  justly  exposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Y'W^ 
opposite  to  me,  with  bis  usual  felicity  of  expreawon  W 
strength  of  argument,  to  be,  in  fiict,  aaying  that  vati 
are  not  property,  because  thev  poisesa  ■  that  qualnyi 
which  alone  makes  them  such— because  they  are  huinsa 
beiags.  , 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  reasoning  of  the  other  non- 
gentleman  from  the  same  State  ?   The  master,  he  saj^ 
has  the  moat  unqualified  property  in  the  service  of  i>™ 
slave  1  no  power  can  legally  deprive  him  of  5 
therefore,  when  It  is  taken  for  public  use,  it  ought  nor 
to  be  paid  for.    This  is  certainly  a  most  impotent  con- 
clusion, to  which  the  higli  reasoning  f>owers  of  ibege"* 
tleman  would  never  have  brouglit  him,  if  he  h«d  |i 
been  led  astray  by  the  great  interest  he  takes  "''V' 
Southern  planters,  for  wliicli  we  can  ne\'erbg  too  ' 


ful.  He  fears,  that,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  miliury  ""Sk 
may  be  cncoiinged,  by  the  passport  ftfindemnit/ 
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it  ofTen,  to  611-  tbeir  ranks  with  our  shves  i  that  we,  our* 
Belrei»  if  I  understood  him,  mi^ht  trust  too  much  to  that 
fbroe,  and  become  indifferent  to  its  empluyment,  if  we 
were  insured  i^inat  loss,  fhe  Gentleman  need  not 
fear.  Our  slaves  have  never  been  employed  as  soldiers 
— never  have  been  impressed  as  such—our  foes  are  to 
b«  repelled  nm  taU  auxUio,  nee  defentoribua  ietia.  To 
defend  our  counti^  is  too  honourable  an  employment  to  be 
trusted  to,  or  divided  with  slaves.  We  claim  that  function 
for  ounelves.  The  same  ji^entleman  asks,  shall  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  because  lie  has  epaulettes  on  his 
■houUers-and  a  sword  by  bis  side,  be  permitted  to  take 
the  slave  from  his  master,  and  shaU  we  indemnify  him 
fbrthe  ille^l  act  >  Sir,  this  is  not  a  bill  of  indemnifica- 
tion, and  the  act,  though  an  invasion  of  private  property, 
is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  such  invasion  is  allowed 
by  tbe  Constitution,  under  the  obligation  of  giving  com- 
pensation  —which  obligation  it  is  the  intent  of  the  amend- 
vent  to  fulfil,  it  is  not  an  illegal  act*  done  with  a  good 
intent,  i^nst  the  coiueqiiences  tk  which  Congress  bare 
l^fierally  thought  it  right  to  Indemnify  their  officers  s 
but  is  in  case  of  property  taken  lor  their  use,  applied  to 
tbeir  use,  and  lost  ifi  their  service,  by  their  act.  It  was 
not  because  the  officer  had  epaulettes  on  his  shoulders 
Uut  he  took  this  property,  .but  because  be  had  a  head 
thereon  that  bad  formed  the  unbendliw .  resolution  to  use 
all  the  means  in  big  power  to  defend  his  country  ;  be- 
cause he  had  a  heart  in  his  bosom  that  could  feel  and  pro- 
vide for  the  wounded  eoldier,  whom  tliis  negro,  And  the 
cart  which  he  drove,  were  employed  to  convey  from  the 
field  vhere  their  blood  was  shed  for  lUeir  country. 

.This  is  Uie  case  whicli  my  amendment  was  intended 
to  provide  fort  one  that  could  excite  with  propriety, 
■a»  warmthi  and  could  hurt  no  prejudice  t  but  it  haJ  been 
encountered  with  ar^ments  that  were  indeed  djuiger- 
ous,  and  could  not  fiiil  to  produce  the  greatest  excite- 
ment. Seeing,  thcnefore,  a  disposition  to  protract  the 
debftte,  anri  delay,  by  the  discussion  of  this  item  in  the 
claim,  the  larger  amount  to  which  it  was  acknowledged 
the  petitioner  was  entiilul,  lie  thought  he  wuuld  be 
servir^  his.iRlerest  in  withdrawing  the  amendment,  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  the  cocder  reflections  of 
members  should  shew  the  justice  of  this  claim,  or 
others  depending  on  the  same  principle.  In  doing  this, 
[said_  Ur.  L.]  I  yield  to  the  request  of  friends,  for  whose 
opiniofis  I  have  the  highest  respect ;  but  1  yield  nothing 
\»  the  dangerous  docirines  to  which  I  liave  alluded,  and 
which,  J  tnist,  a  consideration  of  their  consequences, 
and,  tbeir  injuatice,  will  induce  those  who  now  support 
them  to  abuidon.  • 

^fr.  GUIII.EY  expressed  his  regret  that  his  colleague 
twd  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It  was  now  too  Ute  to 
prevent  excitement ;  and,  as  he  apprehended  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  was  prepured  to  pa«  the  amend- 
ment, and  as  other  cases  resting  on  tlie  same  principle 
VQuld,  in  all  probabiUty,  arise,  he  felt  himself  bound  by 
^uty,  and  be  did  it  with  relucUnce,  to  renew  Uie  motion 
for  amendment, 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  that  he  rose  with  the  inten- 
tiou  oi  making  atiottier  motion.  As  Csaid  he)  the  gen- 
tleman fi^m  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LivisSbTOM]  has  done  us 
tlie  favor  to  take  away  this  bone  of  contention — for  it  is 
ljut  .a  boiK — from  the  House,  I  trust  we  shall  have  no 
i^ore  trouble  from  that  quarter.  But  I  feel  myself  call- 
ed upon  to  state,  with  regard  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
York,  (Ur.  BirjrjrBn]  who  lia«  spoken  to  da}-,  but  whom 
I  do  not  now  see  in  bis  place,  and  whom!  sincerely 
tliank  for  his  rcmai-ks,  that  it  was  not  the  amount  in  dis- 
pute, but  the  principle  involved,  which  bruught  about 
that  contest  with  the  British  Government,  wbich  ended 
in  our  Independence.  For  that  gentleman  I  have  every 
kuidly  feeling  I  kns w  him  (and  this  puts  roe  in  mind  oT 
%  di8i4p«eable  subject— an4  that  is,  how  old  I  un)  when 


he  was  hanlly  more  than  an  infiint :  but  if  tliat  gentle- 
man had  been  as  long  or  even  half  as  long  as  I  have  been* 
a  member  of  this  House,  he  would  have  seen  jthe  necessi- 
ty of  acting  oil  the  old  maxim  '•prineipiia  obtta,  venienti 
oeeurrite  morbo" 

I  remember  the  first  time  this  question  was  stirred.  I  was 
in  the  lobby,  and  was  an  atteirtive  auditor — it  waa  under 
the  first  Congress — and  my  venerable  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  [Hr.  Micon]  would  support  me  in  the  recol- 
lection— he  waa  a  member  of  that  Congreas — no — he 
WAS  not  at  that  time — for  North  Carolina  herself  was  not 
then  a  meirber  of  the  Union — it  was  in  the  first  Con: 

fress — and  i  believe  I  remember  almost  'every  time  it  has 
een  brought  forward  since— for  this  has  not  been  at- 
tempted once — or  twice — but  a  thousand  limes — not  by 
storm— but  by  »ap.  Sir,  we  ought  to  remember  the  sen- 
timent— nm  vi,  ted  SKpe  cadendo,  and  not  permit  jt  ever 
to  pass,  no  matter  in  now  demure  and  apparently  trivial 
an  aspect  it  may  be  presented. 

I  do  not  intend  to  abuse  the  indulgence  so  kindly  ic- 
corded  to  me  by  the  Committee,  both  now  and  on  a  for- 
mer occasion — but  I  must  remind  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Bdkitkb)  that,  when,  in  the  words  of  Hotspur — or  rather 
of  his  uncle  Worcester^-**  this  heat  waa  struck  up  " — 
some  gentlemen  were  doing  here — what  liaS  been  tried 
elsewhere — to  establish  the  principle  that  tliere  is  a  law 
of  God,  which  supersedes  the  laws  of  tlie  functionaries 
of  the  land — that  the  legality  of  illegality  of  a  measure 
is  to  be  judged  nut  by  our  social  compact,  but  by  some 
other  code — ot  which  there  are  as  many  diflferent  inter- 
pretations as  there  are  sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  the 
excitement  which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  lay 
the  amendment  on  the  table. 

I'he  Chairman  having  reminded  Mr.  R.  that  no  such 
motion  could  be  received  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  A.  then  moi-ed  that  the  Qommittee  now  rise.  Under* 
standing,  however,  that  Ur.  GuRLxT,of[^isiana,  wished 
now  to  address  the  Committee,  lie  withdrew  tbe  motiont 
when 

Mr.  GURLEY  rose,  and  said,  that  he  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  his  colleague  should  have  been  imiuced  to  have 
withdrawn  his  amendment.  It  was  now  too  late  to  pre- 
vent the  excitement  that  he  appeared  to  deprecate.  That 
he  believed  the  ameudmeiil  was  in  accorJance  with  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  }  and  as  othei- 
cases  rested  on  the  same  principle,  would  ii>  all  proba- 
bility arise  ;  and  as  it  propobed  merely  an  act  of  etnct 
justice  to  the  petitioner,  he  fell  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty 
(although  he  did  it  under  existing  circumstances  with  re- 
luctancel  to  renew  the  motion  that  had  just  been  with- 
drawn. In  doing  this,  he  couhUassure  the  House  and  fain 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Livi»oston]  that  the  excite- 
ment,  if,  indeed,  any  existetl,  should  no  longer  continue 
by  his  agency. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  1  wish  at  the  outset  to  make  an  ex> 
plicit  declaration  of  my  opinions  on  this  subject  \  and  i 
do  so  that  my  sentiments  may  not  hereafter  be  doubted 
or  called  into  question  here  or  elsewhere.  My  constitu- 
ents and  myself  are  htdders  of  slaves,  and  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  consider  them  property,  and  belonging  to 
us  by  a  title  as  perfect  and  absolute  as  the  soil  they  culti- 
vate. Any  question,  therefore,  involving  even  a  doubt 
upon  this  subject,  and  much  more  whun  that  doubt  iii 
found  in  the  report  ofastanding  committee  of  Litis  House, 
can  never  fail  to  produce  a  deep  and  intense  interest. 
But  the  report  in  this  case  go^i  further  ;  it  expressly  de- 
nies the  master  the  right  of  property  in  Iiis  slave.  If  tliis 
proportion  be  established  by  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
you  take  from  us  one-hulf  of  nil  we  possess.  If  this  novel 
and  monstrous  doctrine,  boldly  asserted  here  fur  the  first 
time,  be  true,  then,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  South  liave  labored  un- 
der a  strange  and  &tal  delusion  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Gorernmcot  to  tbe  present  time  i  and  the  framers  of  th« 
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CoMtkution  themtetvea,  instead  of  nteriting  their  reputa- 
tion fbr  wiadom  and  aanei^,  would  hare  left  behind 
tbeiii  only  a  monument  or  their  stupidity  and  total  unfit* 
nen  for  the  atations  they  occupied.  Does  any  one  be* 
lieve  that  tbis  confederacy  woula  ever  have  been  formed 
wittiout  securing  ibia  great  and  important  Interest  in  com- 
mon with  other  rights  equally  interesting  to  the  United 
States  *  No  one  will  hasard  the  asaertion :  it  would  con- 
tradict the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which 
aub^eeu  them  to  the  taxing  power  of  the  Government  i 
whieh  power  haa  been  dalroed  and  exmited  by  the  Con* 
gress  of  the  United  States,  and  cheerfully  submitted  to 
by  the  citizenii  of  the  South.  I  mentioa  these  facts  for 
the  purfioae  of  shewing  that  the  principles  for  which  we 
•cntend,  are  those  of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  re- 
cognized as  such  since  its  formation,  both  by  the  Gorem- 
went  and  the  Peo|>le  of  the  Uiuted  States. 

Birb  I  freely  admit  that  ahvery,  in  the  abstract,  is  an 
evil,  but  one  which  I  contend  is  not  in  our  power  to 
■vert,  and  mth  which  the  General  Government  has  no 
r^t  to  interfere.  As  to  the  right  of  property,  there- 
me,  of  the  master  in  his  slave,  it  is  neither  more  nor  leas 
tba*  that  which  be  has  in  his  hone,  in  his  ox,  in  his  cart, 
in-his  ham,  and  the  grain  which  is  in  it.  He  haa  the 
aame  unlin^ted  control  over  the  one  tlmt  he  has  over  the 
oUmf,  subject,  in  all  oaees^  to  the  municipal  regulations  of 
the  plan  in  whi<^  he  lives. 

Gentlemen  say,  he  cannot  kill  his  slave  as  he  can  bis 
oi.^  This  depends  entirely  upon  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  lives,  and  in  no  case  can  be  urged  aga'nst  his 
sight  of  property.  Property  is  the  creature  of  the  law, 
and  is  comroUed  and  regulated  by  it.  Tou  may  ktllyour 
ox,  for  the  hw  allows  it  %  but  even  in  tegard  to  domeatio 
animal^  there  are  laws  in  many  of  the  States  whidi  Emit 
the  right  of  the  proprietor  without  aflecting  his  right  of 

Eropf  rty.  Gentlemen  should  not  forget  that  the  civil 
iw,  8')mewhat  modified  by  statute,  is  the  common  taw 
of  Louisiana  \  and  that  by  the  law  of  Home,  the  master 
had  absolute  dominion  of  life  and  death  over  his  slave,  as 
lie  had  also  over  his  child. 

If,  by  the  progres*  of  Christianity,  or  the  prevalence  of 
m&re  humane  feelings,  ihe  condition  of  slaves  in  Louisi- 
ana has  been  bettered,  are  we  to  be  totd  that  this  has  de- 
priveil  us  of  our  right  cf  property  in  them  ?— a  right, 
perfect,  sbaolule,  and  unlimitea. 

Sir,  1  have  said  -thai  slavery  is  an  evil— T  repeat  it : 
bat  gentlemen,  imlulgin^  their  feelings  an  . I  prejudices, 
are  deceived  both  in  i  elation  to  the  circums<unces  of  their 
original  importstion  into  (his  countn^  and  their  condititm 
in  it.  I'lieae  peiRint  were  daves  in  th«r  own  country. 
They  were  not  illegally  brought  here  <  for  it  was  cxpresb- 
ly  allowed  by  law  and  the  Constitution.  Many  of  them 
w«re  liable  to  death  for  crimes  committed  in  Africs, 
which  punisbmtrnt  was  commuted  to  slavery  t  and  we 
fiave  heard  much  about  the  humanity  of  such  a  change. 
When  made  captives  in  war,  or  eondemned  for  offences, 
they  were  no  longer  burnt  and  massacred  as  they  once 
were  ;  but,  in  lieu  of  this,  were  sent  from  their  native 
«vilila  lo  this  fertile  and  happy  country  t  and,  although 
it  is  true  th»t  they  do  not  here  enjoy  the  rights  of  free- 
men, their  condition  has  been  g^atly  bettered  by  the 
change-^atid  I  take  tliis  occanon,  once  for  all,  to  avow  it 
ss  my  fixed  opti.ion,  that  this  Government  has  as  much 
right  lo  tske  from  me  my  Iiorse,  or  any  other  property  I 
possess,  as  to  take  away  my  sUve ;  and  that  the  obliga- 
tion ia  as  pericct  to  pay  for  the  one  as  the  other,  when 
destrojetl  or  injured  in  the  public  service. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  shew,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the 
amendment  I  of}'ered  ought  to  be  adopted.  It  appears 
from  the  testimony,  that  during  the  invasion  of  Louisiana 
in  1814,  a  cart,  horte,  and  slave,  the  properbr  of  the  pe- 
titioner, were  impresMd  into  the  public  aenruse  by  order 
of  the  cuaown^ng  genentL   The  Committee  irf  Chdirs, 


in  the  bill  under  consideration,  propose  to  psy  Car  tke 
can  and  horse.  The  amendment  propoaea  to'payfbrtbe 
injury  sustained  by  the  alave  fVom  wounds  received  while 
in  service,  and  upon  medical  attendaneo  consequent  for 
those  wounds. 

]>t  us  examine  fur  a  moment  the  question  upon  the 
grounds  advanced  by  these  opposed  to-  the  amendment, 
and  I  think  it  must  appear  evident,  tha^  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  argumenti^  the  bill  and  the  amendmeat 
must  rtand  or  fall  together  t  that  they  cannot  refute  pay- 
ment  for  the  slave,  vl  they  consent  to  pay  for  the  other 
property  taken  the  same  time  under  precisely  the  sum 
circumstances. 

The  chief  reason,  said  Mr.  G.,  why  this  subject  hu 
assumed  an  aspect  of  so  much  interea^  ia  to  be  fbond  si 
the  language  of  Ihe  report  of  the  CominiUee  of  CUaa 
If  thatrepwt  had  not  unequivocally  denied  that  abiNi 
are  property,  I  should  not  have  ofnred  the  amendmot 
that  I  have  had  the  hont^  to  submit  t  the  sum  is  small  n 
amount,  and  in  that  point  of  view  unimportant.  Bot  l^ 
principle  involved  io  this  question  is  of  deep  and  rilalis* 
terest  to  the  peace  and  safety  uf  a  large  portion  of  thii 
Union,  if  not  to  the  existence  ot  the  Uition  itseUl 

it  is  Uiis  principle  that  1  feel  bound  now  and  at  aU 
times,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  reaist  and  oppoes  to  tl» 
utmost  of  my  abilihr.  It  b  true  that  the  genUenan  fro* 
Ohio,  [Mr.  WamusxT]  who  I  bellBTe  is  the  author  d 
the  report,  does  not  eonnder  its  terms  as  wtnantiag  (be 
inference  I  have  drawn  ttwa  it ;  but  I  appeal  to  ertfr 
candid  and  intelligent  man  who  has  read  it,  if  nichiiMt 
the  fair  interpretation  of  its  meaning.  What  is  the  rer 
son  assigned  by  the  committee  for  rejecting'this  itevsf 
the  claim?  Because,  they  ssy,  the  Govemment  aertf 
coniidered  slaves  as  property.  Can  langwse  be  nors 
expUcit?  And  am  I  to  be  totd  that  the  P^iwrtlw^ 
|;iven  to  it,  is  not  the  only  true  legitimate  one  of  whia  B 
IS  susceptible  * 

This  report  has  rone  beff>re  the  people  i     »  "J 
stood  by  inem,  and  baa  been  made  die  •»*bject  cf^wu* 
tive  communication  to  Slate  LegtaUtnreib  protenBI 
against  the  principle  that  1  bare  ascribed  to  it. 

The  arguments  urged  by  gentlemen  againatthesiaei*' 
ment,  do  not  sustain,  I  admit,  the  report  of  the  cotaart- 
tee.  The  ground  on  which  the  report  is  based.  app»« 
to  have  been  abandoned  even  by  the  gentleman  from  On* 
(Mr.  WBiTTLxexT.]  We  are  now  told  that  slave*  «• 
property  in  one  atiwe,  and  not  in  another  ( that  •|wJ' 
ffcr  political  power  in  the  quality  of  pf-rs^w,  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  coniidered  absolutely  aa  property.  ^ 
follaey  of  thia  reasoning  consist*  in  supposing  that  pw- 
sons  cannot  be  property.  If  they  were  not  pe"0*»»'?H. 
oould  not  be  slaves  i  and  it  is  only  upon  the  grouiw  w 
slavery  that  we  claim  them  as  property. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  STew]  "W.'tl 
ly  admiu  that  the  master  has  an  uncontroUabte 
the  service  of  his  slave,  under  all  ci^cumstance^  and  tw 
absolute  custody  of  his  penon.  What  other  F»»*"  fl' 
we  possess  over  any  property  ?  The  gentleman  a  defini- 
tion is  correct,  and  places  the  slave  on  a  footing  *}''\'!'* 
other  property,  subject  to  barter,  sale,  and  the  will  of  tns 
proprietor.    We  contend  for  nothing  else. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WbhtU* 
axT]  discovering  that  his  report  could  not  be  deTendco. 
has  changed  his  ground  of  hostility  to  the  amendmeBi, 
and  now  informs  us  that  there  are  precedents 
tliis  claim,  and  has  referred  the  committee  to  ^''^J'. 
cisiuna  of  this  House  on  former  occasions.  Althouj" 
am  not  a  believer  in  the  binding  effect  of  legislative  pre- 
cedents, yet  the  committee  will  at  once  pen*',"»..l,! 
reference  to  the  cases  cited,  that  they  all  matenall)' 
fVom  the  present,  inasnmeh  aa  tbqr  are  easea  ww'* !" , 
properly  was  in  the  acrvioe:  of  tiie  United  States 
ttwt  of  like,  or  where  Ibc  ri«Tei  wow  roliutar^  cwtw 
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■m  i^rtanti  by  thetr  mtstcn.  Tn  tlwse  cum  the  propria- 
lar  is  the  intnrer.  Re  c*MPg*8  in  proportion  to  the  risk, 
knd  th^  pfMiifim  )s  mchid^  in  the  wafres.  Hut  this  is 
not  the  case,  where  the  property  is  taken  without  the 
eonsetit  of  the  owner.  In  that  case  the  obligation  oii  the 
pert  af  the  taker  is  to  save  the  owner  harmleu  ;  to  restore 
OM  property  in  a»  good  state  and  oiiiKKtinn  as  when  it 
*u  recchred  \  if  lost,  injtireil,  mr  destroyed,  to  pay  its 
Vahje  I  and  In  sH  esses  to  make  Just  compensation  for  its 

'  It  Ids  been  eontemled  hy  some  gentlemen,  who  have 
tklfen  pari  tn  this  debate,  that  a  distinction  exists  as  to 
the  kind  of  property  5  and,  while  they  admit  the  general 
(Aiitchile  flF  liability  on  (he  part  of  the  United  States, 
Wodtg  exclude  trfaves  from  ita  cperktioR.  Sir,  the  Con- 
OlWtfbn  McoRnistes  no  such  distinction.  It  says  1  hat  pri  ■ 
nte  property  Shall  net  be  Ukeli  without  juat'cotnpenaa- 
flon; 

■  We  licve  also  been  t*iM  that  every  taking'  without  the 
♦<*ns«rnt  of  the  owner.  Is  not  only  a  trespass,  but  that  im- 
pfesBnient  is  never  rendered  bo  fiw  justifiable  by  circum- 
ftanccfl  of  -necessity,  as  to  create  any  obligittion  on  the 
part  of  die  Chyvemment  to  make  indemnification  for  losses 
Me4i^ed  thereby.  Totbis  doctrine  I  eannotsubseribe; 
and,  if  die  honorable  genttenMn  from  New  York  [Mr. 
SrottatfJ  intended  t6  Etc  understood,  that  no  pubFio  exi- 
Ifenoy  whatever  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  impressment 
a^mves,  I  cannot  ajfree  with  him.  I  hold  that  it  is  justi- 
Cable  whenever  the  public  saf^y  requires  it  whenever 
(ha  proper^  seizedi  and  the  use  to  which  it  is  put,  are 
■AH*^  *o  t™t  purpose  which  the  danger  of  the  coimtnr 
MBf  fbr  I  then  an  officer  is  not  only  exensriile,  but  is 
prAeWorthy,  if  he  takes  it  fbr  the  public  use.    We  can- 
ftot  fiiresee  what  emergencies  may  happen  :  -let  me  put 
«  case.   Suppose  that  on  tlie  33d  of  December.  1814, 
It  had  been  necf  ssary  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New 
CMeans,  to  throw  up  a  bwastwork  within  a  g^ven  time  ; 
that  this  necessity  was  so  obvioui  that  nobody  pretended 
4b  'denf  it :  sifppose,  abo,  that  there  were  at  the  camp 
tso  force  sufficient  to  effect  it,  but  that  there  vere  in  the 
neighborhood  one  thousand  slaves,  whose  matters  refiised 
tn  arflow  thfm  to  be  empb)>'ed  in  th-s  necessary  work, 
wouM  not  iGeneral  Jackson  have  been  jti^tifiahte  in  eom- 
peBiti^  the  cerrices  nf  these  slaves    and  should  we  not 
he**  Men  bound  in  justice  t«  pay  their  owners  for  their 
Wnr  and  time  >  Most  undoubtedly.  And  General  Jack- 
■Dii  wanld1iCT«  deserved  a  severe  rebuke  had  he  abstain- 
ed tram  impreflring  them.   He  wouhl  certainly  have  had 
as  much  riffht  to  take  the  slaves  as  to  take  the  carts  and 
bofaea  requisite  to  tlic  operation.    Tnie,  there  was  no 
written  law  to Jusiify  it  t  but  it  would  have  been  jiistifietl 
by  that  great  first  principle  of  society,  which  reqmres  a 
wrrender  of  a  part  to  preserve  the  whole. 
'  Permit  me,  for  a  ^gle  moment,  to  advert  to  some  of 
Ibe  einmmstances  under  which  this  great  power  of  im- 
peewnicnt  was  exercised  in  the  preiu-nt  case. 

I  know,'  Mr.  Chrnnan,  with  wliat  honest  jealousy  the 
AmeHean  people  view  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powera, 
or  ercri  tho-tc  expressly  delegated,  when  exerted  beyond 
the  absolute  necesMty  of  the  case.  I  rejoice  that  it  is  bo. 
The  true  theoty  of  free  Government  requires  that  the 
pi*ot>le  should  never  delegate  powers  which  they  can  ef- 
fieiently  exercise  themselves  1  nor  tolerate  its  exerrase 
iu  others  except  so  far  ai  necessary  fop  the  publie  inte- 
rest. 

Yiekhng,  thcrefiire,  my  assent  to  this  wholesome  and 
republican  principle  in  its  broadest  katitude,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  there  are  situations  in  which  an  individual 
may  be  placed,  in  which  it  would  be  treason  to  bis  coun- 
try t<»  wirithuld  the  application  of  any  power  he  might 
possess,  necesaaty  to  command  the  means  within  ms 
reach,  either  to  avert  gresit  national  calamities,  or  secure 
10  hie  eotmtry  rmponant  national  bleaaings.  Sir,  the 
Vot.  IV— 63 


eretse  of  this  power  in  the  present  instance,  was  under 
oircutnstances  of  no  oidinary  occurrence-  llie  unes> 
pected  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  Louisiana  in  181^ 
found  that  important  section  01  the  Univn  wholly  unpro- 
tected. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  when  the  enera^  appeared 
on  the  banks  of  the  Uisussippi,  within  six  miles  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  nnmber  of  three  thousand  men,  the  flower 
of  the  Britisli  army,  and  the  boasted  iuvincibles  of  Lord 
Wi'ltington,  you  had  not  a  breastwork,  nor  a  fortification 
of  any  description — not  a  solitary  cannon  planted  to  sound 
an  alarm,  or  check  their  progress  to  that  great  and  aH- 
impnrtant  empoHum  of  the  West.  Tlie  whole  of  the  dis- 
posable force  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did  uot 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  more  than  half  of  that 
number  were  militiamen  who  had  never  seen  a  fiehl  of 
battle.    What  was  to  be  done  ?  Delay  was  ruin,  and  as 
attack  almost  cert«n  defeat    Under  these  trying  cir- 
cumstances the  commanding  general  did  not  hesitate. 
He  instantly  resolved  to  meet  the  enemy  \  and  this  small, 
btit  galbint  band,  collected  at  the  beat  of  the  dnim,  were 
led  by  him  to  the  field  of  battle.    The  contest  was  long 
utd  bloody.    The  combatants  were  at  last  separated  by 
the  darkness  uf  the  night  t  and  the  remnant  of  this  littb 
corps  were  planted  on  that  memorable  line  which  was 
destined  to  be  illumined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary.   This  sudden  and  desperate  attack  spread  conster* 
nation  and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.   He  re* 
solved  to  watt  for  reinforcements  frsm  his  fleet.  General 
Jackacm  knew  well  the  Importance  of  tliis  delay,  and  he 
hMt  no  time  in  stref^theniM*  bia  pontiun,  and  fortifying 
himself  in  the  beat  manner  time  and  circumsunces  would 
permit.    Breastworks  were  to  be  thrown  up,  fortifica' 
tions  erected,  and  the  whole  means  of  tlie  country  wero 
requisite  for  these  operationa,.  on  which  depended  the 
salvation  of  ths  city.    It  was  under  these  chcumstances 
of  high  and  presung  necessity  the  property  in  this  case 
was  taken.    I  now  submit  the  qtiestion  to  the  oommittec^ 
whether,  under  all  the  circtunstancesof  the  caa^  the  im- 
pressment was  not  justifiable.   If  there  he  one  individual 
in  the  nation  who  iloubtt  it,  I  env^  him  tiot  lu«  candor  or 

patriotism. 

An  attempt  bas  been  made  to  liken  the  case  of  slaves 
to  that  of  apprentices  and  minora  t  but  there  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  them.  The  military  .power  of  this 
nation  is  oonfiJed  by  tlie  Constitution  to  the  Congreuof 
:  the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority  toenlis^  to 
arm,  and  to  oi^nize  the  militia.  Apprentices  and  mi* 
nors  are  citizens  t  tliey  form  a  part  of  society,  and  are 
enlisted  by  the  delegated  authority  of  the  whole.  They, 
like  oUle^^  must  consent  to  part  with  a  pn^on  of  their 
natural  rights  ;  and,  like  other  freemen,  arc  bound  to 
protect  themselves  and  their  country ;  but  this  is  not  the 
case  with  daves.  Slaves  are  no  part  of  the  n^tia  1  and 
if  the  Government  h»re  the  power  alleged,  one  thing  i» 
certain,  tli«y  have  never  yet  exerted  it.  When  the  gen- 
tteman  from  NewYork  [.Mr.  Clark]  will  shew  me  an  act 
of  Congress  fbr  the  enlistment  of  staves,  I  will  shew  him 
an  act  which  he  will  admit  to  be  a  dissolution  of  this 
Union.  But  tliere  is  no  such  act.  Appi-entices  are  taken 
acfiordii^  to  law  {  slaves  are  not,  and  cannot  be. 

Gentlemen  deceive  themtetves,  therefore,  io  supposing 
that  tiiis  slave  was  taken  as  a  part  of  the  miUlary  force  <rf 
the  country.  He  was  no  more  taken  as  such  than  was 
the  other  property  1  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Go- 
vernment that  ooukt  authorixe  the  employment  of  slaves 
as  soldiers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  haw  stated  briefly  my  vieirs  on  thia 
subject,  and  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  ofTer  tlie 
amendment ;  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  claimant — it  is  due  to  the  character  of  the 
Government— to  the  transaetiona  with  whi^  it  is  vu;:> 
netted — and  more  espceiaUy  it  is  due  tn  the  reputation 
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of  tliat  gkjlant  ftod  diftinguiilied  individuali  who,  in  the 
moat  ^oomy  period  of  the  ■m*tt  wd  under  the  mot  pres*- 
iog  and  deapondinff  circamalaneea,  had  the  moral  county 
in  defence  of  his  country,  to  excrcbe  the  power  which 
produced  the  individual  injury  proposed  to  be  compeo- 
sated  by  the  amendment.  By  rejecting  the  amendment 
we  virtually  declare  this  roeritortoua  act  a  wanton  exercise 
of  usurped  auUit^ty, 

Sir,  It  was  not  to.  It  was  called  for  at  the  time  by 
tlte  supreme  law  of  necessity,  and  was  used  in  defence 
of  the  country,  and  in  advancing  its  honor  and  glory. 

I  am  aware  that  subjects  of  this  character  are  cakulat- 
ed  to  produce  excitement  in  this  House— 4t  least,  I  have 
found  by  sad  experience  that  they  do  so. 

No  one  can  regret  this  state  of  things  more  than  my* 
aell  I  but  I  implore  gentlemen  to  recoUect  tliat  we  are 
breed  into  tnis  discussion,  in  defence  of  our  proper- 
ly and  rights  \  neither  of  wliich  we  can  surrender  without 
a  ^ameftil  dereliction  of  duty  and  a  cowardly  abandon- 
ment of  the  prerogatives  of  freemen .  All  that  we  ask,  is, 
that  the  rights  and  obligations  ol  this  people,  both  in  re* 
l^on  lo  themselves  and  the  Government,  may  be  left 
where  the  compact  of  confederation  has  placed  them, 
and  that  116  iDTidiottt  distinctions  may  be  nwde  in  repud 
to  either. 

When  we  are  admonished  by  gentlemen  from  cerlsin 
sections  of  the  cotintry,  to  discms  these  subjects  without 
feeling,  may  we  not  ask,  in  turn,  that  tb«y  may  decide 
(bem  without  prejudice  ) 

I  cheerfully  admit  that  their  prejudices  are  honest,  and 
that  those  who  entertain  tbem  wiU,  at  all  timca,  and  un- 
der all  eircutnstance*,  enfleavor  to  remain  (Uthful  to  the 
Constitution,  which  is  (he  common  property  and  the 
common  safeguard  of  the  whole  American  People.  But, 
•ir,  if  there  is  any  portion  of  this  country  more  ardent 
than  another,  in  tlieir  devotion  to  the  piinuples  of  our 
institutions,  and  in  their  attachment  to  thtm,  it  13  the 
Southern.  They  fiimiahed  evidence  of  both  in  the  U*X 
war,  and  received  a  rich  reward  in  the  glory  that  attend- 
ed the  success  of  their  arms,  and  the  approbation  ol  th»r 
flellow-citizens.  The  spirit  that  animated  them  wUl  be 
inherited  by  their  descendants  t  and  in  all  time  to  come, 
they  will  be  fmind  ready  in  peace  to  sustain  the  Uuion 
against  domestic  faction  and  civil  discord,  to  secure  a 
bithful  administration  of  the  Government,  acc<M^ing  lo 
tlte  theory  of  the  Constitution— and  in  w«r  to  offer  their 
treasure  and  their  blood  upon  the  altar  of  their  country 
and  in  defence  of  its  honor.  I  ask  pardon  of  the  com' 
miltee  lor  this  seeming  digression,  and  trust  that  the 
amendment  will  be  received,  and  that  thereby  we  may 
preserre  our  consistency  and  do  fuU  justice  to  the  claim 
ant. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said,  that  he  regretted  tlte  motion 
fthould  have  been  renewed,  but  aa  it  had  been,  he  hoped 
it  wotild  be  discussed  witb  calmntatt  and  that,  if  the 
House  could  discover  the  principle  which  ought  to  bind 
them,  they  would  be  willing  to  do  whatever  justice  might 
require.  My  object,  said  Hr.  I.,  in  rising  at  this  time, 
has  been,  if"^  possible,  to  narrow  (he  ground  of  discu' 
sion.  For  I  appretiend,  with  all  submis«on,  that  the  true 
point  in  this  oase  has  not  yet  been  touched  at  all.  If  I  un- 
derstand the  claim  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  this 
amendment,  it  i«  for  the  lou  of  time  and  expense  of  medi. 
cal  attendance  of  a  alave,  who  was  imptesaed  shortly  before 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  demand  was  opposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  ground  that  slaves 
do  nut  constitute  a  species  of  property,  which  is  to  he 
paid  for  at  the  pubilc  expense,  when  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  t  and  farther,  that  slaves  are 
itot  liable  to  imrrcssment,  and,  therefore,  oii^t  not  to 
be  paid  for  when  impressed.  The  tiillacr  »t*  the  argu 
ment  embodied  in  the  report  has  led  to  all  tlie  embarrass 
meut.  as  well  as  to  all  the  excitement,  which  li»s  taken 


place  on  this  occasion.  I  think  it  hn  been  ritowit  tlmk 
the  war-msking  power  is  an  attribute  of  wamnof^ky,  (if 
there  be  any  sovereignty  in'  Government  at  all,)  in  cwder 
that  all  may  be  preserved  for  whose  sake  the  Goven* 
ment  was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of  sovereignf  7 
is  in  the  Guvemment,  ahall  a  city,  threatened  wtfa  cap- 
ture, pillage,  con6agratton,and  the  violation  of  womes,  not 
be  defended  till  those  charged  with,  the  defence  coiba 
down  and  chatfer  with  perhaps  a  disalTected  pnrtissn, 
whether  hisoart,  and  horses,  and  slave,  may  not  be  used  in 
the  Construction  of  a  breastwork  for  the  defeaee  of  that 
city?  Yes,  Sir.  Whether  the  public  demand  aficcta  his  cut, 
or  his  horses,  or  his  slave,  or  his  son,  or  his  brother,  or  hiaw 
seir,  all  muat  be  surrendered,  and  the  country  must  be  de- 
fended. But  we  are  told  that,  though  tus  hone  and  bte 
cart  may  be  impressed,  and  if  injured,  must  be  pud  for, 
that  slaves  are  nut  that  apede*  of  property  m  wbiob 
compensation  ia  ever  to  be  made.  Bat,  Sir,  do  we  vead 
any  tiling  about  species  in  that  article  of  the  Constitution 
which  declares  that' private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  the  pubKc  use,  v  ithout  just  compensation  }  If  1  nn* 
derstaiid  the  word  property,  it  is  a  generic  tena.  The 
Constitution  does  not  say  that  a  cei-taut  species  of  print* 
property  shall  be  paid  for,  if  taken,  but  it  aays,  *'  that 

[irivate  property  must  be  ^aid  fur,  if  taken  fo*  the  pub* 
ie  use."  It  was  also  said,  that  apprentees^  nineti^ 
and  persons  held  to  service,  cooalitute  a  ki.id  of  prop^v 
ty,  tliat  ought  to  be  paid  for.  Now,  my  {mneipal  ob^cot 
is  to  satisfy  this  Committee,  that  these  two  deacriptiean 
of  property  may  be  brought  under  the  »ame  rule,  asid 
juatice  done  without  any  dilBcuhy. 

I'he  right  of  property  to  a  thm  and  to  an  apptentiee* 
if  not  identical^  the  same,  are  as  nearly  alike,  aa  tv» 
diinge  can  poaaibly  be,  and  thc>-  should  be  paid  for  under 
the  same  circumstances,  and  in  the  aame  way.  There  b 
no  incongruity  whatever  between  them.  1  maintain,  that 
the  right  of  itnprcasment  ia  a  perfect,  and  not  a  qualified 
right  t  that  it  ia  a  necessary  attribute  «>f  sovereign^,  and 
applies  equally  to  a  slave,  an  apprentice,  a  brother,  vxm 
son.  But  wheu  this  right  is  exerted,  what  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  compenmtion  i  This  ia  the  pit  of  the  ^ueitek 
The  Constitution  says,  that  when  private  property  is  tar 
ken  for  the  public  use,  just  compensation  sfaaU  be  made. 
Now,  what  IS  just  compensation  }  it  isapaymentfwr  the 
services  of  the  person,  or  for  the  use  of  the  tbinga-in- 
pressed.  If  a  horse  is  taken,  you  must  pay  for  the  uss 
of  the  horse  {  if  a  slave  is  taken  you  must  pay  for  tb« 
serviceaof  the  slave  { there  i«  no  diatinctiou  ,in  principle. 
All  property,  pressed  into  the  pi^lie  service,  1^  in  this 
respect,  of  one  and  the  sanieChanotenanddistinelionebe- 
tween  difTercnt  species  of  property,  tend  only  to  entangle 
the  question. 

I'lie  friends  of  the  amendment  are  contending  for  a  prin* 
ciple-e principle  whidi  deeply  concemathem,  and  henc« 
the  excitement  which  has  been  produced.  To  teat  that 
principle,  let  me  put  a  case.  An  officer  ia  charged  witb 
the  defence  of  a  city  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To  effect 
that  object,  he  is  bound  to  exert  aH  the  powers  oftbe 
Goverument,  so  far  as  they  arc  entrusted  to  his  hands. 
In  the  neighborhood  of  that  city,  there  are  two  different 
persons,  both  owning  slaves  ■■  lie  applies  to  both  for  the 
use  of  tlieir  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  pabHe  defence. 
One  of  these  slaveholders  willingly  ctmsenta  :  be  says  to 
the  ofBcer,  tbke  my  People  in  welcome  t  it  is  true,  I  ex- 
pect herealler  to  be  compensated,  but  1  will  not  chaffer 
now.  They  are  wanted,  and  let  tliem  go.  The  other 
slave-holder,  traitorous  in  heart,  or  having,  perhaps,  a 
mistaken  notion  of  his  rights,  refuses  his  slavea,  and  ttiey 
are  taken  by  force.  What  is  to  be  the  rule  of  your  com- 
pensation to  these  two  persons  /  The  rights  of  the  Gen- 
eral extended  alike  over  both.  Will  you  adopt  a  diflfer. 
ent  rule  of  compensation  in  one  case,  frnn  what  yuu 
udopt  in  another  ?    la  not  one  entillcd  to  the  same  rate 
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^  p»y  with  the  other  }  Witt  you  scknowledfre  timtyou 
were,  in  the  one  ca«e,  » tres{>asMr,  and  will  yon  there- 
fore pay  the  lut  sbve4iolder,  und  not  the  first  *  Stirely 
not.  The  rule  of  compensation  must  be  the  Mine  in 
both  oset :  for  the  Copstitntion  t«quirei.  u  both, 
that  you  nuke  just  compensation  '  And  what  it  just 
compeaMtioo  *  Need  I  discuw  it  fartiier  }  Whether 
the  Geneml  contract!  for  the  slaves,  or  takes  them 
with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  without  special  con- 
tract, the  rule  of  compenntion  must  evidetilly  be 
AO  pay  the  tane  price  as  would  be  paid  for  the  same 
*ervioet  in  a  transaelion  between  man  and  man.  Can 
dttM  be  any  other  rule  i  In  private  contracts,  the  em- 
filoyer  is  bound  to  compensate  aecordinff  to  the  kind  of 
•erne«  performed,  and  the  length  of  time  during  which 
he  employs  it.  It  is  preeiaely  so  with  nnpressment.  The 
4lo*emm«nt  impressing  is  bound  to  compensate  the 
owner  for  all  descriptions  of  property  whatsoever,  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  time  during  which  it  was  employed  in  the 
fnUtlic  service.  This,  I  think,  is  too  clear  to  be  disputed. 

But  tliere  is  another  ptnnt  in  thii  ease.  When  the 
Oovemnent  presses  peiaorn  into  it*  aerriee,  or  living 
suuiaals,  of  any  kind,  doea  it  thereby  ensure  the  life,  or 
the  health  of  suoh  person,  or  animal  against  all  risks  f 
la  thia  eommon  between  man  and  man  r  Certainty  not. 
.'When  priratc  parties  hire  persons  into  their  service, 
tiiey  neitber  ensure  their  Ufe,  nor  health,  nor  the  pay- 
ment of  their  Doctor's  biU  t  >nd  the  aame  rule  must  ap- 
ply to  persona  impressed  by  Oovemmrnt.  Youaretopsy 
nrtbe  uaa  of  the  thing,  or  person  pressed,  but  that  u 
«n  ;  and  if  (he  Committee  of  Claims  had  allowed  pay  for 
the  time  of  this  slave,  they  would  have  allowed  all  they 
were  bound  to  allow.  In  private  life,  if  a  hireling  em- 
ptoyed  by  you,  falls  aecidcntally  from  bis  cart)  and  is  diss- 
nled,  are  you  to  pay  for  the  injury  he  sustains  by  that 
£dt  >  If  you  hire  a  hone,  feed  and  use  him  properly, 
and,  while  in  yow  sennoe,  be  la  taken  sick,  or  dies,  must 
you  ps^  for  bim?  Surely  not.  Tou  ate  not  bound  to  en- 
aore  either  his  lifh  or  health.  If,  indeed,  he  perishes 
IVom  your  mal-treatnient,  from  a  want  of  prorisions,  or 
fh>m  any  criminal  neglect  of  yours,  the  case  ii  different. 
But,  if  he  dies  by  casualty,  or  disease,  the  loss  must  be 
■aslarned  by  bis  owuer.  Nov,  there  is  no  diffWrenee,  as 
to  the  pritwiple  between  death  by  a  liill,  and  death  by  a 
bullet  from  the  enemy.  You  must  pay  for  bia8en*icedur- 
ing  the  time  he  was  employed,  and  you  must  pay  for  no 
more.  The  doctrines  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
-^I  repeat  it— are  ftllacious,  as  might  be  shewn  from  the 
decinon  of  former  claims  by  that  Committee-  When 
claims  were  advanced,  fur  horses  lost  in  Kentucky,  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  eompensation  was  restated  m  the  ground, 
that  the  risk  of  the  horse's  fife  did  not  enter  into  the  con* 
tract,  nor  tatm  anv  part  of  the  consideration  for  which 
the  priee  was  pud  .-  but  this  practice  was  afterwards  bro- 
ken down,  not  because  the  principle  was  doubted,  but 
because  it  was  proved  that,  in  son>e  cases  the  horses  died 
from  the  neglect  of  (tovernment  to  provide  them  q:ith 
•uitable  fbod>  These  eases  formed  an  exception  to  the 
general  rtdc,  and  thereby  confirmed ,  instead  of  interf*.  ring 
with  it. 

Mr.  I.  concluded  .bis  ailment  by  declaring,  that,  if 
in  thia  ease,  tlie  Government  have  tiikea  the  property  of 
a  private  individual  they  are  bound  to  give  him  comperi- 
aauon,  and  to  measure  this  compensation,  hy  the  time 
that  property  was  employed,  and  the  rate  at  which  it  could 
have  beea  obtained  by  private  contract.  He  regretted 
that  thia  diacasnon  rilould  have  cwited  any  thii^  like  ir. 
ritated  feeUngs.  He  repeated  lua  ctmvietion,  tlut  what* 
«ver  of  such  feelings  had  been  produced,  was  to  be  attri- 
buted wholly  to  the  fiilUcions  doctrines  advanced  by  tlie 
Committee  of  Claims.  The  Committee  had  looked  at 
pre  oedema,  but  not  at  the  reasons  on  which  they  were 
Mumlad.   The  Qovemment  of  our  country  was  a  bbric 


of  justice,  and  he  was  persuaded  Aat  deliberate  and 
calm  investigation,  must  ever  discover,  to  those  entrusted 
with  it,  the  principles  which  ought  to  guide  them.  He 
trusted  the  discussion,  on  thia  occasion,  would  be  con- 
ducted with  calmness,  and  not  with  the  spirit  of  an  incen- 
diatv,  who  would  throw  a  fire-brand  into  this  House, 
to  alarm  a  large  and  important  portion  of  this  coantfy. 
He  trusted  that  this  was  not  the  disposition  (riT  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor,  hut  such,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had 
been  the  conduct  too  much  pursued. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  P.P.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ttien  rose,  reported  progreas, 
and  obtained  leave  to  Sit  again. 

The  House  a^oomcd  to  Monday. 

MoxBAT,  Jahvart  14,  1838. 
CASE  OF  THB  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 
Mr<  WICELIPPE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici. 
ary,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
'*  to  authorize  the  cancelling  a  bond  therein  mentioned,** 
with  instructions  to  report  the  facu  upon  which  the  bill 
waa  reported,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  He 
on  the  table. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  SLOANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  stuidry  citizens  of 
the  Second  Congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  con- 
testing the  right  of  John  Sergeant,  the  sitting  member 
from  that  IMsUic^  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  submitted  th« 
following  report  t 

**  This  case  presents  the  following  state  of  facts,  viz  : 
That  an  election  was  held  in  said  District,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  1826,  for  a  member  to  represent  it  in 
the  30th  Congress.  After  a  canvass  of  the  votes  given, 
it  appeared  that  John  Seigeant  and  Heniy  Horn  tiad  the 
hwhest,  and  an  equal  number  of  votes.  This  fact  was 
omdally  reported  to  the  proper  ofHoer  of  the  State^  by 
the  returning  officers  of  the  election.  .  It  appearing  by 
this  report,  that  the  People  bad  failed  to  make  a  choice, 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  seems  to  have  considered 
the  case  as  a  vacancy,  but  not  to  the  extent  sufficient  to 
warrant  him  in  directing  another  electiun,  until  both  Mr. 
Sergeant  and  Mr.  Horn  infbrmed  him,  in  writinj^  that 
they  relinquished  all  claims  to  tlte  seat  in  virtue  of  th« 
election  of  1826,  In  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  these 
letters,  tlie  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  did,  on  the  5th  day 
of  September,  ISST,  issue  his  Proclamation,  particular- 
ly referring  to  tlie  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  direct- 
ing an  election  to  be  held,  to  supply  tlte  aaid  vacancy, 
on  the  9lh  day  of  October.  1837  :  at  which  election  it 
appears  that  John  Sergeant  was  duly  elected.  Official 
copies  of  these  letters,  and  of  the  Governor's  Proclama- 
tion, are  herewith  reported.  The  memorialists,  who 
contest  Mr.  Seigeanf  s  right  to  a  seat,  allege,  that,  at  tlie 
election  in  1826,  **on  counting  the  votes  contained  in 
the  Coroner's,  and  other  boxes,  there  waa  found  a  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  nf  Henr}'  Horn,  over  and  above 
those  given  for  John  Seigeant.  Clearly"  (as  they  say) 
**  indicating  the  intention  of  a  {Morality  of  the  eleeton^ 
to  ehooae  Henry  Horn."  This  memorial  was  unaceom* 
panied  with  any  testimony,  whatever.  The  committee, 
at  theb  first  meeting,  directed  their  Chairman  to  notify 
the  memorialists,  tliat,  on  a  certain  day  named,  they 
would  take  up  the  subject  for  consideration,  and  that 
any  testimony  they  might  wish  to  present,  would  be  duly 
eonndered.  Several  letters  have  passed  between  the 
Chalnnan  of  the  committee,  and  one  of  the  memorialists ; 
and  sundry  depositions  have  been  forwarded,  all  of  which 
are  exparie^  having  been  taken,  for  aught  that  appeam, 
without  any  notice  to  the  sitting  member.  I'hese  depo- 
sitions tlie  committee  consider  entirely  insufficient  to  in- 
validste  the  rights  of  the  sitting  member.    But  (hey 
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think  it  quite  unnecessary  to  go  into  an  tnTcsti^tion  of 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  under  the  first  election  ;  be- 
cause, whatever  tiime  tigfits  were,  they  have  been  vol- 
untarily relinquished.  They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  folfowing  resolntum  i 

"  Jietohed,  That  John  Sergeant  is  entitled  to  a  scat  in 
this  House." 

The  report,  and  the  two  letters  to  which  it  refers,  of 
Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Horn,  being  read— the  question 
was  put  to  agree  to  the  report  t  aiut  'passed  in  the  alBr- 
roatire,  unanimously. 

UOBILB  COURT  MARTIAL. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  8I.0AME.  on  the 
11th  instant,  "  directing  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish 
the  House  with  a  cu,  y  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Habile 
Court  MHTtia),  for  the  trial  of  certain  Tennessee  militia- 
men, &c.  u  us  talten  up  and  read,  and,  being  under  consi- 
deration- 
Mr.  WICKUFFE,  of  Ky.,  said,  tliat  the  subject  refer- 
red to  in  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Sloauk]  had  given  rise  to  much  acrimonious 
discussion  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  about  wliich 
much  misrepresentation  liad  been  employed.  When  the 
resolution  was  first  read,  it  had  arrested  his  attention  t  he 
had  since  examined  it,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  practica- 
ble, the  national  ubject,  legitimate  national  object,  to  be 
attained  by  an  answer  from  the  Department  of  War,  to 
tbe  gentleman's  resolution.  He  h^d  in  vain  sought  for 
that  object,  by  an  enmination  of  the  resolution  itself. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  not  informed  the  House 
for  what  ptirpose  he  had  made  the  call,  and  lie  [l^lr. 
WicKUFPxl  had  risen,  not  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  out  to  express  his  desire  that  the  gentleman 
would  be  jgood  enough  to  slate  what  object.  Legislative 
or  otherwise,  he  ptvposed  to  accumplibh,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  resoluHon.  Mr.  W.  saia,  he  was  ready,  on 
all  occasions,  to  yield  his  assent  to  a  rail  upon  any  of  the 
Uepartmeiits,  for  matters  of  fiict,  or  copies  of  documents, 
which  might  be  necessary  to  enable  this  House  to  do  the 
Le^ative  business  of  the  Nation,  and  thereby  promote 
the  public  intcreiit-^itrlber  tfaati  that,  he  was  not  dt^oa- 
ed  to  go. 

Mr.  SLOANE  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  vety  truly  remarked,  that  the  subject  of  this  ] 
resolution  was  one  that  had  greatly  attracted  public  at- 1 
tentton.    It  W3s  a  subject  in  relation  to  which  the  public 
of  all  parties  felt  a  very  great  solicitude.   And  it  was  with  j 
a  full  knowledge  of  that  fact  that  he  had  submitted  the  i 
resolution.    The  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  the  ! 
fiicts  necessary  to  a  full  undei^tanding  of  it  are  wid  to 
he  in  the  War  DepaKment.    On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
averred  that  these  facts  are  of  a  particular,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  that  they  are  of  a  very  diflerent  character. 
He  wished,  for  himself,  to  know  exactly  what  they  are. 
He  would  make  no  assertion — he  would  not  even  allow 
himself  to  conjecture.    He  considered  them  important 
ibr  pt^lic  information,  and  tbereffcte  w'idied  to  see  them. 
Wliether  any  legislative  measure  wilt  necessarily  grow 
out  of  their  being  communicated,  must  depend  upon 
what  they  are.   The  permnage  most  intimately  connect- 
ed  with  the  transaction  has  informed  tbe  public  tliat  all 
the  facts  are  in  the  War  Department.    To  that  Depart- 
ment let  us  apply.    T.et  us  see  on  which  side  of  tbe 
question  truth  is  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  object 
of  making  the  call  had  now  been  distinctly  avowed  by 
the  mover.  That  object,  if  I  understand  the  gentleman, 
is  this :  that  it  was  an  important  subject — one  about 
which  there  had  been  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  and 
he  wished  to  get  at  tbe  truth,  and  inform  the  public  cor- 
rectly. The  gentleman  farther  remarked,  that  he  did 
not  know  but  possibly  some  legislation  might  be  neces- 


sary upon  the  subject.  To  settle  controverted  facts, 
Vwhich  have  been  placed  in  bold  relief  before  the  puWic 
by  one  of  the  great  political  parlies  in  this  Union,  with  ■ 
view  to  tarnish  the  fame  of  a  dtstingui^ed  benefactor  of 
his  country, )  seems  to  be  the  main  object  avowed  by  the 
gentleman.  Is  this  an  object  worthy  the  grave  eoiuide- 
ration  of  this  House  *  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  Rouw 
of  Representatives  is  to  be  the  vehicle  through  which  tbe 
ftcts  connected  with  this  subject,  for  purposes  purelr 
political,  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  public  I  had  liope^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  that  no  subject  would  have 
been  mtrodueed  into  this  House,  by  citker  party,  at  the 
present  Sesrion,  cakulated  to  exaspcmte  and  emUtler 
party  spirit,  and  excite  the  puUic  feeKng,  beyond  in 
present  irritable  condition.  I  had  indulged  tbe  hope 
tliat  the  Members  of  Congress  would  have  beem  petniv 
ted  to  legislate  on  the  legimate  bo^neaa  of  their  coniti- 
ttienta  without  having  in  view  the  advancemeat  of  tb«r 
favorile  candidate  fbr  the  high  office  of  PreMdentrortbc 
destruction  of  tbe  mwal  or  political  standing  of  tbrir 
opponents. 

1  make  these  general  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  witli 
a  view  to  defeat  the  call  fur  all  the  documents  and  pspen 
touching  the  subject,  whicli  may  be  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment of  War.  No,  sir,  Uie  distinguished  indindusl 
whose  reputation  is  aamiled,  upon  this  andiithtarsuij}eet% 
will  not  sluink  from  investigation,  liis  ftienda  will  not 
do  it  for  bim.  And,  however  unpleasant  to  them,  er  h» 
profitable  to  tliose  who  force  it  upon  us,  we  will  meet  iW 
attack  now— we  will  meet  it  here  or  elaewbeie.  Tbne 
fore,  with  a  desire  that  the  House,  (1  ought  to  sqr  tlie 
public  {  for  it  is  for  them  they  are  sought)  shall  have  tbe 
documents,  Uie  whole  dooumentSi  and  nothing  butthetfo- 
cumetits — no  speech — I  move  t«  amend  the  restdutioa  bj 
striking  out  aN  after  the  word  "diviHOns,"  and  ittSBitisf 
the  following  : 

"  And  alao  to  furnish  copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  ui 
documents,  relating  to  said  Court  Martial ;  copies  of  iH 
orders,  general  or  special,  made  or  issued  by  the  Prct>- 
deitt  of  the  United  SUtes,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  Wtr, 
concerning  or  relating  to  the  length  of  service  of  thede* 
t  aehnKftit  of  the  Tennessee  nuKtia,  detail^  underthe  odcr 
of  the  Governor  of  said  State,  issued  on  tbe  30tb  dsyrf 
Mayi  1814,  and  afl^'rwards  placed  under  the  immedisW 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin  :  slas 
copies  of  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  said  miUtiamen, 
which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Department  of  War." 

Mr.  SLOANK  said,  that  he  sliould  have  been  very  hap- 
py if  the  gentleman's  amendment  Itad  been  such  an  one 
as  he  could  have  accepted,  and  made  part  of  his  resohi- 
lion,  but  this  he  could  not  do,  inasmuch  as  it  cut  off  as 
important  part  of  his  resolution,  llie  latter  clause  of  hi* 
resolution  called  for  all  the  ctnrespondence. 

Mr.  WICKLtFFE  observed,  that,  if  the  genUcinsn 
would  examine  his  own  resolution,  and  compare  it  with 
the  amendment  proposed,  I  am  sure  (said  Mr.  W.))>* 
will  admit  that  all  the  documents  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject on  file  in  the  Department  of  War,  are,  and  will  be 
embraced  by  the  resolution,  if  amended  as  proposed  by 
me.  Tbe  amendment,  air,  extends  the  call—it  goes 
fiulher  than  the  original  resolution.  It  embraces  the 
muster  and  pay  rolls  of  the  detachment  of  Tennessee 
militia,  to  which  these  six  militia  men  belonged.  1^ 
resolution  and  the  amendment  both  refer  to  a  parlieiUBr 
detachment  of  I'ennesaee  militia,  which  entered  the 
lice  on  the  SOth  of  June,  1814,  under  the  imneanle 
command  of  Liputenant  Colonel  Pipkhi.  One  object  i» 
to  ascertain  tlie  length  of  time  they  were  bound  to  serve 
in  the  army  of  the  United  Statrs.  To  ascertain  tb*  co- 
pies of  all  the  orders,  cencral  or  special,  made  by  the 
President,  or  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rrfW" 
eiice  to  this  detachment  t  copies  of  the  muster  rolls  ssb 
pay  rolls  are  called  Ita- ;  if  furnished,  they  vrill  eosW  « 
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to  fix  the  time  their  service  commenced  and  termiiuted  \ 
and  a  reference  to  the  icli  of  Con^si,  rerulatinp  the 
vnilitia,  from  1795,  to  1814,  inclusive,  which  are  scces- 
sible  to  the  members  of  this  House,  will  enable  every  one 
to  decide  for  himaelf,  without  the  aid  of  a  learned  com- 
mentitjr  from  the  War  Officer  €S  the  Goremment  upon 
tbe  question. 

One  other  idiject  of  tho  ot^nal  reaolution,  which  the 
genttemn  from  Ohio  thinka  i«  not  embraced  br  the 
wnendment  proposed,  is.  he  wishes  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  ten  US  whether  the  President  did  make  any  order  or 
regulation  under  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  him 
hy  the  act  of  1814,  which  authorizes  the  President  to 
ckII  out  the  militia  of  tho  United  Sutes,  for  a  term  of 
wrnee,  not  eiceeding  six  montba  in  any  one  year.  The 
■HKBdnMBt  certainly  embraces  this  very  object.  It  calls 
fbr  copies  of  all  onlers,  general  or  special.  If  such  or- 
der* were  tnadr-,  it  ia  but  fiiir  to  presume  records  of  them 
ate  preserved,  and  copies  of  llieni.will  enable  us  to  judge 
of  tne  impart  of  tliem  for  ourselves,  as  well,  and  pei- 
haps  better,  than  if  we  bad  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  subject. 

My  ebjectioT)  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  I  pro- 
pose to  expunge,  is,  that  it  does  not  call  for  copies  ot  pa- 
pert,  and  oIKcimI  documents,  but  it  seems  to  mvite  the 
Secretary  to  furnish  us  with  his  opinions,  tiii  arguments, 
and  his  conclusions  I  want  the  documents,  and  (he  tia- 
tioQ  will  make  up  an  opinion  for  themselves.  The  gen- 
tleman calls  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  (his 
House  under  what  law  these  men 'were  muatered  into 
tbe  aernce  of  the  General  Government,  and  what  laws 
wete  in  force.  When  you  get  the  copies  of  tbe  muster 
rolh,  which  will  fix  the  date  of  the  commencement  of 
tbe  service,  (which  will  tum  out  to  be  the  20th  Juae, 
1814.)  can  it  be  de«red  by  the  Congress  of  tbe  United 
States,  that  the  Secretary  shall  tell  us  what  Uws  were  in 
force  on  tliat  day  ?  I>n  we  not  undcistand  our  own  laws? 
Tour  Statute  Book  is  better  evidence  of  what  Uws  were 
in  force,  regulating  and  gorerning  the  militta  in  Uie  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  than  the  written  opinion  of 
any  Secretary  of  your  Government. 

Tbe  effect  of  the  resolution,  in  its  original  shape,  must 
be  to  call  in  the  Secretarj"  of  War,  to  settle,  as  umpire, 
which  of  the  two  Editors  in  this  City  wan  correct  in  the 
opinion  which  each  have  expressed,  upon  the  law  of  the 
case.  I  prefer  that  <}uestion,  if  it  be  important  to  the 
happiness  and  proapenty  of  this  Government,  to  be  de- 
tided  by  tbe  tribunal  before  whom  all  the  great  questions 
are  depending.  If  general  legislation  be  tne  object*  why 
confine  the  inquiry  to  the  Tennessee  militia  ?  Why  not 
call  for  information  of  the  practice  of  the  Government, 
in  reference  to  tlie  militia  of  other  States,  under  the  law 
of  181^  and  the  length  of  time  they  were  held  to  serve, 
and  the  laws  in  force  under  whi^  th^  served 

Believing^  as  I  do,  the  object  most  to  be  desired  is  ftiU 
and  complete  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  de- 
taebmenta  of  Tennessee  militia,  to  which  tbe  six  militia- 
men belonged,  I  have  confined  my  amemlment  cxclu- 
Hvely  to  that  subject,  and  I  Iiave  endeavored  to  embrace 
ereiy  thing  which  belongs  to  tbe  subject-matter.  1  re- 
peat, m,  let  us  have  uie  documents^  the  whole  docu- 
ouments,  and  nothing  bat  the  documents. 

Mr.  WEEMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  original  re- 
solution and  die  amendment. 

I'hey  were  read  accordingly,  when  the  SPEAKER  an- 
nounced that  the  hour  alloted  to  the  contention  of  re* 
ports  and  reaolutioos  had  expired. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULES-STEKOGBAPHERS. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  laid,  that.  like  the  gentleman  fVom 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  WioKurrs]  he  came  here  with  the  hope 
ibat  nothii^  would  be  introduced  to  ^turb  the  harmony 
or  interrupt  the  buainev  uf  tbe  lesoion.   1  bad  come  to 


the  understanding  with  myself  (said  Hr.  R.)  that  I  would 
introduce  no  measure  which  might  in  any  degree  retard 
or  impede  the  execution  of  that  busmess.  But  I  am  con- 
straine'l,  by  peculiar  circumstances,  to  throw  myself  up. 
on  tlie  attention  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  its  Rules 
and  Orders.  Without|^some  alteration  in  them,  we  shaU 
not  get  tbniugb  tiie  session  with  that  convenience  and 
despatch  which  tbe  public  interest  requires'.  We  have 
adopted  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  preceding  Con- 
gress— but  we  have  power  to  alter  them.  1  had  intend- 
ed to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject  be- 
fore tlie  difficulty  which  arose  this  mwning,  and  I  shall 
now  move  a  reference  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  tbdLi 
House  to  a  Select  Committee. 

[The  CHAIR  here  pronounced  luoh  a  motion  to  be- 
out  of  order  at  present.] 

1  rose  (said  Mr.  R.)  only  to  give  notice  of  the  motitm 
which  I  intended  to  make.  We  have  voluntarily  placed 
ourselves  in  a  ntuation  which  enablas  a  few  members  of 
the  House  to  (brestal  any  subject  whether  tliey  are  for 
or  against  it. 

[The  SPEAKER  here  said  that  Mr.  R.  imght  get  at  the 
object  he  desired  by  moving  to  postpone  the  Orders  of 
the  Day,  8cc  with  a  »iew  to  take  up  ttiis  subject.] 

Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  Rt  then  I  make  you  that  motion. 

The  iffders  of  the  day  and  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table  were  then  pMtponed,  upon  Mr.  R.*f  motion. 

When  first  I  was  acquMnted  with  this  Assembly,  said 
Mr.  Rahdolpk,  the  Rules  and  Orders  hung  up,  in  feir, 
laige  round  text,  on  a  single  placard  ;  but  now  they  are 
grown  to  a  volume.  I  was  at  that  time  acquainted  as  per- 
fectly with  the  Rules  and  Order*  as  wi<b  the  alphabet, 
and  I  should  as  soon  have  made  a  misuke  in  the  one  as 
in  the  other.  But  I  have  grown  grey  in  the  business  of 
this  House  I  I  have  been  a  member  c^*  this  House  until  I 
have  grown  oat  of  all  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  our  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  why  ?  Because  they  are  complicated  in 
the  extreme,  and  hiphly  unparliamentaiy.  Now,  sir^  as 
on  taking  that  chair  you  have  restored  one  good  old  rule, 
the  practice  of  which  prevailed  under  the  administration' 
of  the  Huhlenburgs,  the  Trumbulls,  the  Daytons,  the 
Sedgwiclts,  the  Macons,  and  the  Varnums— under  eveiy 
Speaker.  I  believe,  but  one— that  of  calling  us  over  by 
our  Christian  names,  as  well  as  our  airnames,  which  en- 
ables us  all  to  know  each  other,  so  I  hope  to  see  restor- 
ed some  other  good  old  rules.  I  shall  at  present  confine 
myself  to  two  items  in  the  account.  The  first  is,  the 
practice  which  has  just  occurred — it  is  unheard  of— that 
a  motion  shall  be  snipped  off  in  this  way  \  aud  it  never" 
was  practised  until  the  change  in  the  rules.  The  other 
rule  to  which  I  will  call  the  attent'on  of  tbe  House,  is 
one  on  the  consideration  of  which  the  character  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  home,  as 
well  as  abroad,  mateiially  depend.  I  will  read  the  rule 
as  it  now  stands.  Mr,  H.  then  read  the  following  rule  : 
Stenographers,  wishing  to  take  down  the  debates, 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall  assign  such 
places  to  them,  on  the  floor  or  elsewhere,  to  effect  their 
object,  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the 
House." 

This  may  be  a  presumption  so  strong  as  to  the  wilt  of 
the  House,  titat  no  Speaker  of  this  body,  having  a  due 
reverence  for  public  opinion,  will  refiise  an  application 
made  under  it  for  admission — I  might  say,  can  refiue. 
But  then,  by  adopting  this  Rule,  we  make  whatever 
these  Stenographers  may  choose  to  publish,  our  own  .- 
we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-official  authority.  I  hap- 
pen  to  know — I  was  informed  of  it  but  yesterday — I  waa 
iiifbrmed  of  it  by  a  distinguished  foreigner,  attending  the 
debates  of  this  House,  that  tbe  galleiy  is  a  better  place  for 
hearing  than  any  other  part  of  tbe  House— and  that  ho' 
had  retired  to  it  for  UiM  purpose.  I  know  that  tbe  de- 
bates in  tbe  Home  of  Cvmmons  are  taken,  and  bitbfiUly 
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takjsn — for  tbongh  they  tre  eompreased,  tt  ]•  i  miniature 
likencH— by  persom  whose  Mats  are  in  tiie  pllery. 

fhe  public  mind,  «t  preMnt— it  would  be  folly,  and 
worae  thatt  foily  to  deny  it — ia  in  a  Mate  of  great  excite- 
ment A  reaction  of  public  teAtiment  is  fondly  predicted 
to  wuBe  qoartet^  vaa  h  fbndly  ItxAed  for— a  new  ad- 
Vnt— and  thia  Booie  ia  made— I  do  not  say  by  the  mem- 
bdri  of  it>— that  would  be  disorderly — and  more,  it  would 
be  (ndecoroua — but  it  is  made  the  theatre  of  electioneer- 
ing. And  I  ask  you.  sir,  what  more  poweHiil  lever 
would  you  demand — what  firmer  fulcrum  would  you  have 
forau^  a  purpose,  than  to  s^ive  to  the  People  of  this 
eountiy  the  debates  of  this  House  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
throw  ft  rtiade  on  one  ^e,  and*  at  the  same  time*  to  caat 
K  light  on  the  other  ? 

1  should  not  have  -stirred  in  this,  did  I  not  feel  myself 
personally  af^rieved.  I  have  no  purpose,  whatever,  of 
entering  mto  a  contest  with  the  press — ^1  have  not  lived 
to  my  time  of  life,  without  knowinft  how  \-wn  a  thing  that 
ia — and  with  what  fearful  odda  it  is  undertaken.  1  only 
use  my  privilege  to  reacue  myself,  as  for  as  I  can,  from 
misrepresentation— nor  is  thia  at  all  on  my  own  account. 
I  cot^  bear  it — as  1  hare  bore  a  tbotisand  misreprencnta- 
tions  from  the  same  quarter  :  it  is  only  because  it  injures 
the  cause — ihe  good  cause,  with  which  my  humble  name 
has  been  very  humbly  associated.  1  say,  sir,  and  I  bot- 
tom myself  on  what  we  have  all  seen — tlut  it  does  not 
comport  with  the  digni^  of  this  House,  or  the  interest 
of  thia  People,  to  lend  even  a  aemi*offieid  sanctioii  to  thai 
which  is  notoriously  blae. 

For  what  purpoae  are  atenographers  admitted  to  the 

g laces  assigned  them  }  It  was  not  surely  that  we  might 
gure  in  the  newspapers,  orratherbe  disfigured  in  them, 
but  it  was  for  the  innrmation  the  sovereignty  of  this 
country,  the  good  People,  our  constituents.  Now,  when 
a  member  feels  himself  misrepresented,  and  asks  for  a 
correction  of  the  error—after  mach  slow,  reluctant,  (but 
not  amorous)  delav,  he  is  told,  that  if  he  will  send  his 
representations,  they  shall  be  admitted  into  a  certain 
book,  which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing.  Sir, 
do  we  admit  Bleno^aphers  on  this  floor,  that  they  may 
first  sell  us  in  detail,  and  then  sell  us  wholesale  ?  Or,  do 
we  admit  them  for  the  information  of  the  People  of  the 
United  States  ^  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  purposes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  th^  admitted  ?  Sir«  I  have 
fieen  that  book — and  I  have  seen  mvself  caricatured  in  It. 
I  have  seen  these  prints  on  the  oilier  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic— and  ha^c  there  seen  wordx  put  into  my  moutli,  which 
I  never  could  have  uttered,  unltsa  when  I  was  asleep.  1 
have  seen  them  on  the  tables  of  the  most  respectable  club- 
houses  in  England — I  liave  seen  them  at  Galignani's 
in  Paris. 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  last,  I  did  say  that  I  wotdd  pun- 
ish with  death  any  man  who  should  violate  the  law  for- 
bidding the  introduction  of  Africans  into  the  State  of  Vir> 
Kinta.  In  tite  report  of  what  I  said,  as  *'  the  learned  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,"  was  transmuted  into  "  my  learn* 
ed  friend  from  Louiwsna," — (there  never  has  been  any 
hostility  between  u*— but  there  has  been  no  particular 
friendship— and,  as  I  said  in  another  place,  I  will  not 
permit  friendaliips  to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one — I 
choose  to  make  them  myself— I  was,  and  1  take  pride  in 
saying  it,  a  humble  coadjutor  with  that  honurable  gen- 
tleman—the youngest  in  the  corps — in  putting  down  an 
adminiatratiun  thirty  years  ago,  and  1  should  be  happy  to 
ftid  in  doing  the  same  now — and  I  aliould  be  proud  of 
what  I  am  sure  I  shonld  receive,  hia  aid  and  comFori  in 
the  process)— «o  these  blackamoo»  luve  been  white* 
washed — and  tlicy  are  all  converted  into  Irishmen  !  A 
more  mischievous,  or  a  more  wicked  misrepresentation 
was  never  sent  abroad  than  that.  We  all  know  there  is 
an  immense  population  of  Irish,  and  descendants  of  Irish 
siatrng  us— and  why  do  we  know  it  '   Sir,  we  liave  felt 


it  (  they  have  fought  our  battles  in  the  Beld— they  l»*ve 
filled  the  ranks  ofour  army ;  they  have  distinguiriied  them- 
selves, in  oar  Revolution,  at  Brandywine  and  elaewlxerc  ; 
and  these  men  are  to  be  insulted,  and  their  feelinff* 
oerated,  that  this  House  may  be  made  an  electioneering 
theatre,  and  the  cause  on  on  one  side  may  be  put  down.  J 
and  that  on  the  other  ride  may  be  propped  up.  ^ 

I  regretted  to  see  the  proposition  mtroduced  by  Ibe 
gentleman  from  South^arolina,  the  other  day,  agaunst 
which  I  was  compelled  to  vote  j  and  I  regret  now  to  see 
a  proposition  introduced,  which  must  lead  to  elTects,  ef 
which  I  will  not  now  speak.  I  came  here  thoroo^ly 
convinced,  that  this  was  not  the  hour  for  reform  i  that  the 
disesse  must  ran  its  course— and  that,  on  the  4tli  day  of 
March,  1829,  the  doctor  or  Ihe  patient  mast  die — the 
safety  of  the  one  implies  the  dissolution  of  the  other. 
I  feel  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have,  the 
rules  and  orders  altered,  in  the  point  I  mentioned,  andia 
some  others. 

)  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  another  rul^ 
which  I  wish  to  see  altered.  IHere  Mr.  R.  reaU  the  W- 
lowing  : 

'*  The  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the  journal 
before  it  is  reatl.  He  shall  hai  e  a  general  direction  of 
the  llsll.  He  shall  have  the  right  to  name  any  member 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but  such  substi'.ution 
shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment."] 

The  adoption  of  this  rule  was  contemporaneous  with 
the  change  in  the  manner  of  callinr  our  names. 

Tills  is  a  dispensStion  which  the  Nuhlenburgs^  the 
Daytona,  the  Sedgwicka,  the  Macoiis,  the  Varnums,  never 
claime<]  or  enjoyed,  nor  was  it  ever  enjoyed  by  Chairmen 
in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole.  I  remember  that  I  saw 
John  CoUon  Smith  sit  in  the  Chair  for  seventeen  or  twen- 
ty hours — I  don't  recollect  which — and  I  have  been  glad 
to  see  that  you.  Sir,  are  content  not  oidy  to  receive  the 
salary,  and  enjoy  the  patronage  and  honor  of  your  high 
ofBce— for  high  it  is— but  deign  also  to  perform  iu  duiieb 
This  rule,  also,  t  wish  to  see  altered. 

I  thank  the  House  for  their  politeness  and  attention, 
and  I  conclude  with  moving  that  the  SUnding  Rules  and 
Orders  of  thia  House  he  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OLD  SEDITION  LAW. 
Mr.  HAMILTON  said,  that  he  had  some  time  nnce 

f'iven  notice  that  he  wo»ild  on  this  day  call  up  the  reso- 
ut'on  be  had  had  the  homir  to  submit  on  the  subject  of 
the  Alien  ami  Sedition  Laws  ;  but  in  consequence  ofhav 
ing  learned  that  the  appropriation  bills  intntduced  by  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  HcDovns]  would  be 
taken  up  on  Wednesday  next,  not  wishing  to  impede  the 
course  of  those  important  bills,  he  woulc^  for  the  pre- 
sent, postpone  his  resolution,  but  would  embrace  the 
esrliesl  oppcvtunity  of  calling  H  up  after  those  bills  should 
be  disposed  of. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and  sa^  that  it  would  be  re- 
collected by  many  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  that,  at  the 
last  session  uf  Cor^reas,  wlten  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  which  provided 
for  the  erection  of  toll  gates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States  through  which  it  passes,  was  before  tlie  House, 
the  session  was  so  far  advanced,  that  time  did  not  remain 
to  discuss  and  settle  the  important  principles  which  it 
contained.  Some  days  after  that  bill  had  been  reported, 
I  presented  an  amendment  to  it,  which  I  gave  notice  I 
intended  to  offer,  when  it  aliould  come  before  the  House 
fur  discussion.  This  amendment  provided  for  the  retro- 
cession of  the  road  to  the  States  through  which  It  pasKS, 
upon  condition  that  they  sliould  keep  it  in  repair,  and 
exact  no  more  toll  upon  it  than  might  be  necesiry  for 
that  purpose. 
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Ab  the  Cumberland  Road  then  required  immediiite  re- 
pain,  there  wu  a  f^aneral  undentandiiig  throughout  the 
House,  that  a  aimple  appropriation  should  pan  fbr  that 
purpose  ;  and  that  (he  decision  of  the  qnestion  which 
would  have  arisen  upon  the  bill,  as  reported,  and  upon 
the  amendment  which  (  had  proposed,  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  present  session.  The  earae  bill  for  the 
erection  of  toll  gates  under  the  authority  of  Conffress, 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Roads 
and  Canals,  at  the  last  sesuon,  has  been  ae»n  reported, 
at  this  Session,  by  the  Committer.  Tor  Uie  pur|iose  trf' 
bringing  the  whole  subject  birW  before  the  House,  and 
of  preventing  any  unnecessary  delay,  I,  therefore,  again 
present  the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  offer,  at  the 
last  session,  and  move  that  it  may  be  printed  t  snd  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall  offer  it,  when  the  bill  for  the  preser- 
tion  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road  shall  come  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  DUCHAKAN  submitted  to  the  House  a  paper  con- 
tidning  an  amendment  to  the  bill  fur  the  preservation  and 
repaff  of  the  Cumberland  Hoad  J  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  will  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
that  bill  comes  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SMYTH,  of  Va.  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next 
he  would  call  up  the  resolution  he  had  laid  on  the  table, 
respecting  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

TUBSDAX,  Jahvabt  15,  1838. 

THE  CAPTURED  AFRICANS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  refer  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  cancel  a  certain  bond  therein  mentioned,  [case  of  Mr. 
Witn]  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  lfo<ise  to 
which  was  referred  a  bill  of  a  similar  tenor  and  title,  re- 
ported to  this  Hduse  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
He  did  this,  Mr.  T.  said,  in  order  that  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  proposing  an  appropriation  might  be  moved  in 
Committee  uf  the  Whcle,  as  it  could  tut,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  be  moved  in  the  House  until  it  had  first  been 
considered  in  committee. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  who 
wished  the  mover  would  postpone  it  until  to-morrow,  as 
he  had  given  notice  for  calling  tip  the  bill  on  that  day. 
The  delay  occasioned  by  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Diiglit  possibly  defeat  the  rery  purpose  of  the 
bill,  by  retutling  it  beyond  the  time  to  which  the  condi- 
tion «  the  bond  extended. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  instated  on  his  motion  as  reasonable. 
The  bill  was  important,  aiul  ought  to  take  the  usual  mu- 
thte  of  business,  to  which  even  the  smallest  interestn  were 
subjected.  If  a  bill  provided  the  allowing  of  40  dollars 
in  payment  for  a  hor^e  lost  on  the  Western  frontier,  it 
must  pass  through  a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  s  a  bill  in. 
volving  principles  so  important  as  this  did,  ought  surely 
take  the  same  course. 

The  motion  prevaileil,  and  the  bill  m-as  referred  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  H.\LL  submitted  the  following: 

Reaoloedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  settling,  by 
law,  under  what  niles  and  regulations  private  property 
(if  to  be  taken  at  all)  sliall  be  taken  for  public  use. 

Mr.  H.,  in  explanation  of  the  object  of  his  resolution, 
said,  I  have  risen  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  House 
which  has  been  suggeutvd  to  me  hy  a  debate,  some  time, 
nearly  a  week  or  ten  day-s  cai  ried  on  in  this  House,  upon 
one  of  the  simplest,  most  pUin,  and  circumscribed  ques- 
tions which  I  have  ever  known  to  engage  the  attention 
of  any  deliberative  bwly,  for  any  length  of  time.  I  am 
sttU  more  astonished  that  the  debate  should  have  been 
so  protracted,  afler  hearing  from  all  udes  (if  my  memoty 
serves  me  rightly)  the  admisnor^  that  the  article  in  eon- 
tntaiion  was  property.    Afler  this  admission,  I  conceire, 


the  door  was  closed  against  debate,  beyond  the  mere 
question,  whether  that  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  law,  should  be  done  in  this  case  }   I  am  not 

certain  that  legislntton  on  this  subject  is  necessary  or 
practicable,  I  should,  however,  suppose  that  it  wascom> 
petent  for  Congress,  by  some  declaratory  act,  explicitly 
to  recognize  the  principle,  that  what  the  SUte  laws  de- 
cide to  be  property,  ^all  be  so  recognised  by  this  House, 
in  its  legislation  in  relation  to  property.  It  is  a  question 
which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  States.  But,  as  things 
now  stand, we  are  placed  in  this  most  anomalous  situation: 
Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the  Constitution,  or  within 
its  contemplation,  may  be  performed  by  certain  persons, 
and  yet  such  acts  are  contrary  to  law,  and  the  actor%  or 
performers,  subject  to  pumsliment  for  them. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  press  the  consideration  of  the  resolu* 
tion  this  morning.  During  the  late  war,  a  resolution  of 
nearly  the  same  tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House.  It  had  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great 
unanimity,  that  impressment  was  a  vioUtion  of  all  fight, 
and  could  only  be  excused  by  the  extremest  necessity. 
It  was,  therefore,  not  a  fit  subject  for  regulation  by  law. 
It  did  not  become  Congress  by  a  law  to  provide  for  the 
violation  of  all  law,  nor  to  provide  for  the  exercise  uf 
rights,  if  rights  tli^  were,  when  all  law  is  silent. 
I  Mr.  HALL,  in  reply,  said,  I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  whether  1  perfectly  understand  that  clause  in  the  5th 
I  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that  pri- 
vate property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without 
I  just  compensation.  It  appears  to  me  to  mean,  that,  un- 
'  der  certam  circumstances,  private  property  may  be  taken 
for  pid)ltc  use.  But,  if  taken,  must  be  paid  for.  These 
are  circumstances  which  must  necessarily  sometimes  oc- 
cur. They  did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  wO' 
ever  had,  and,  in  all  probability,  they  w^ill  occur  in  Sny 
future  war  In  which  we  may  be  engaged.  If  this  int«r> 
pretation  of  the  Constitution  is  currect,  then,  as  I  said 
before,  the  country  is  in  a  strange  and  anomiduiis  ntua- 
tion.  The  self  same  act  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  is  nevertheless  punishable  by  law.  Tlie  resolution 
proposes  a  mere  enquiry,  and  is  introduced  solely  with 
thut  intention.  My  past  conduct,  (having  been  so  long 
in  this  House,)  1  think,  furnislies  a  sufficient  pledge, 
that  I  have  no  disposition  unnecessarily  to  consiune  it^ 
time.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  permitted  to  go  to 
the  committee. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  M-\niGNY  D'AUTERIVE. 

I'he  House  having  again  gone  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Cosnicx  In  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  re. 
lief  of  Marigny  U'Anterive,  and  the  question  being  oii 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  GuRSsr,  (to  allow  the 
elaimant  for  the  time  of  lus  slave  while  engaged  in  tho 
public  service  during  the  attack  on  New  Orleans  and 
also  for  the  hospital  charges  afler  he  was  wo  indeil) — 

I  Mr.  F.  F.  BARBOUK  rose,  and  said  tha\,  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  when  this  bill  was  last  kefore  them, 

!  had  been  good  enough  to  rise  upon  his  motion,  and  there- 
by to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  e:cpressing  his  viewn 

!  in  relntion  to  Uie  proposed  amendment,  he  co^Id  not 

!  make  a  more  suitable  return  than  to  fulfil  the  ptomise 
which  he  had  at  that  time  made,  of  occupying  thdr  at' 
lention  for  as  short  a  lime  as  possible,  and  he  shotdd, 
therefore,  now  compress  what  remarks  he  had  to  make 
into  the  smallest  compass,  which  would  be  consistent 
with  rendering  Ids  meaning  inteniffiiile.  At  the  outset, 
SHid  Mr.  It.,  I  fully  reciprocate  the  sentiments  so  well 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  fi*om  New  York,  [Mr.  Busc 
iraa]  who  addressed  us  on  the  subject,  and  I  assure  him 
and  this  committee,  that  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  &n  any  flame  of  excitement 
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which  tMy  have  been  kindled  ia  the  eoutse  of  this  de- 
bate ;  on  the  contraty,  it  will  be  mjr  earaeat  endeavor  to 
extiii^urah  the  latit  emSer  which  mi^ht  contribute  to  feed 
it.    In  any  remarks  whicli  I  shall  make  on  this  occasion, 
it  di«H  not  be*  as  it  eettainlv  has  hot  hitherto  been,  my 
intention  to  make  any  a|tpeal  wh^itcver  to  passion  or  to 
prejudice,  which  I  consiuer  as  XM  worst  possible  gtiides 
to  a  right  decision  in  this  or  in  any  other  tribunal  on 
earth.    My  appeal  shall  be  made  to  the  sober  judgment 
of  the  committee,  and  to  that  alone .   And  in  presenttni ' 
if,  1  ask  a  candid  and  impartial  investigation.    Nor  shal 
r  attempt  to  discuss  a  question  whicli  has  been  alluded 
to  by,  I  believe*  almost  every  ^ntlemaii  who  has  spoken 
Ui  this  debate,  and  which  has  been  discussed,  in  part,  by 
some  who  have  spoken — I  mean  the  question  whether 
slaves  are  property.    1  should  as  soon  think  of  instituting, 
a  gmre  inqiiirj',  whether  or  no  the  citizens  of  thcKorth- 
ern  9tates  have  a  just  title  to  tboae  ships  of  theirs  whose 
sails  whiten  the  ocean,  or  whether  the  inliabitants  of  the 
South  have  a  riglit  to  that  soil  which  yields  them  at  this 
time  but  a  slender  revenue.    It  was  truly  as  well  as  forci- 
bly and  beautifully  said,  that  all  property  ia  the  creature 
of  law.   It  is  so.    It  is  the  creature  of  municipal  law. 
"the  Constitution  of  the  Uaited  Sfcites  has  been  referred 
to  by  some  gentlemen,  as  ttesring  on  this  question. 
Know  of  but  two  provisions  in  that  instrument  wliich  re- 
fer at  all  to  the  8ubject>maUer  of  the  present  discussion. 
The  first  is  that  which  declares,  that,  in  taking  the  cen- 
MIS  of  the  United  States,  a  certain  portion  of  this  species 
of  population  shall  be  inrUided.    1  his  it  docs  for  a  two- 
fbid  purpose ;  first,  to  fix  the  relative  proportion  of  re- 
presentMion  of  the  different  States  in  this  bmnch  of  the 
LegisUtiire  ;  by  which  arrangement  the  Southern.  States 
fj^et  somewhat  of  an  vidition  to  their  numerical  represent- 
ution  on  this  floor  ;  but  then,  by  way  of  offset  or  equiva- 
lent, for  tliis  advantage,  thd  Constitution  fixes  the  same 
ratio  for  the  direct  tax»tinn  of  those  Slates:  so  that, 
while  on  the  one  hand  they  enjoy  tlie  benefit  derived 
from  an  increased  representation,  by  the  same  provision 
of  the  Constitution  they  htbor  under  the  corresponding 
diguf^vantiig'e  of  an  increased  taxation.    The  otherclause 
having  rcfLrence  to  a  slm-c  population,  proceeds  on  the 
>de»  that  they  are  propei-ty  j  tl)at  the  question  is  settled 
b^  the  mtmicipal  legisUtlon  of  the  States  i  and  it  speaks 
of  them  as  '*  pc-rscns  held  to  Service  under  the  laws  there- 
oj"."    Nei'her  of  these  artlclts  in  the  Constitution  pio- 
fessrs  to  establish  the  point,  that  slaves  property. 
The  one  looks  merely  to  representation  and  i  tuition,  and 
by  the  othor  tlipir  being  property  is  aasum<.-d> 

1  shftll,  therefore,  proceed  on  the  principle,  as  being 
unquestionable,  and  r-ubstantialty  unquestioned— as  being 
t'atneessitm  by  all  who  have  engaged  in  the  debate,  that 
slaves  are  properly.  Two  simple  questions  will  then  pre- 
Bent  themselves  on  the  amendment  to  tliis  bill.  The  first 
is,  shall  the  claimant  be  compensr-ted  at  all,  and  if  he 
bhiilt,  then,  secondly,  to  what  amount  I 

Kverj'  citiz-n  i-f  this  country  owes  to  the  Government 
otic  common  ohKjpition,  viz :  to  contribute  his  fair  and 
cqiii'ablc  propt'rtioii  of  his  property  to  those  public  bur- 
dens uhich  are  constitutionally  imposed  i  he  owes  this, 
and  h',-  owea  no  more.  On  this  fundamentul  principle  of 
►ociety  rptfts  the  tax-Inying  power  in  this  Government. 
"I'he  Go»cnimt  nt  levies  a  contribution  upon  the  citizens 
in  prqporiion  to  tlieir  respective  ability  to  pay,  and  the 
iidvanfeges  which  they  derive  from  it,  to  enable  them  to 
mcei  iii>  d<-mai  ds.  l*|ie  onhnaty  operation  of  ruising 
tuyrfl  procee.Is  upon  the  principle  that  each  man  shall 
pay  his  fair  proportion  toward  the  general  amount,  and 
(iiis  is  a  principle  whicit,  as  socn  as  mentroned,  challenges 
the  assent  iif  even  mind;  ami  yet,  all  I  ask  is,  tltat  Uie 
committee  will  apply  this  obvious  principle  to  the  pre- 
sent demand.  I  need  not  detain  uie  committee  with 
those  proviMons  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  which  I 


ensure  the  observance  of  this  principle,  both  among  the 
dilTerent  SUtea  and  among  the  People  of  the  samt  State*. 
The  first  provision  in  the  Constitiitiun  on  this  «nbjr<J  dt. 
rects  that  Uxation  dull  be  proportioned  aconlinip  to  tbc 
census,  and  no  direct  tax  shall  be  levied  by  the  Gorcra- 
ment,  unless  in  the  same  ratio. 

We  further  find  a  declaration  that  the  impnsis,  datic^ 
arid  exciaes,  ahall  be  unifi  rm  throughout  the  Unitttl 
Slates  :  that  no  export  duty  shall  be  collected,  and  thai 
no  preference  shall  be  given  to  one  port  of  the  Uiiiled 
States  over  another.  These  provisions,  taken  colleClm- 
ly,  enforce  the  utmost  equality  on  the  Mibject  of  cootii- 
buting  to  the  public  buraens  among  the  cUffierent  Statei 
of  the  Union.  In  reference  to  the  People  of  the  mmt 
State,  taxes  on  consumption  are  said  to  act  upon  the  vo- 
lition of  those  who  pay  them,  and  the  prestimptioa  is^ 
that,  in  general,  their  payment  will  bear  proportim  to 
the  ability  of  those  who  pay  ]  and,  as  to  direct  taxe^  the 
laws  provide  every  precaution  to  render  thetn  as  ^9**^  ** 
possible.  I  nay,  then,  that,  in  the  ordinaiy  openon  «r 
Government,  when  it  dimws  to  itself  the  wealth  «l  Ae 
People  by  taxation,  the  principle  with  which  I  seft  Ml  is 
open  and  palpable,  and  no  min  d  hesitates  to  aaaest  to  it 
But  the  difficulty  in  the  present  case  arises,  becwe  that 
case  is  under  peculiar  circumstances. 

Besides  the  ordinary  power  of  taxation,  there  is  anoAti 
power,  which,  for  the  sake  of  diuinction,  I  will  call  an 
extrauKlinaty  one.    It  arises  from  the  tra— ceadtibl 
power  of  the  Government,  or  what  has  been  Jcnowiast 
ed  by  writers,  the  eminent  domain.    This  they  define  ts 
be  a  power  in  tlie  government  of  a  cimntty,  to  apprapti- 
ate  the  weaith  of  that  country  in  cases  of  m-eeBtly,  aad 
with  a  view  to  the  public  safety.    This  definition  <boai 
at  once  the  origin  of  the  power,  ai.d  its  proper  tate. 
tion.    It  must  liave  iu  source  in  necesmty,  aad  Kg  Ae 
object  of  its  exercise  the  ptiblit)  safety.  ei, 
therefore,  ia  co«tenMve  with  the  neces«ty  whieo  pre 
it  birth,  and  reaches  no  farther.    When  thai  on^Ac- 
tion  of  circumstances  which  produced  the  nccenMr  taB 
passetf  away,  this  rigiit  which  grew  out  of  it  faDs  ^ff-hft. 
An  attewtion  to  the  character  of  this  power,  will,  Hf*^ 
quiet  the  apprehensions  which  have  been  entCMBl  If 
some  gentlemen  d^iring  the  present  debate  i  brit;  iiaiif- 
ing  this,  do  I  mean  in  the  least  to  admit  that  C*imim 
may  rt-gnlate  the  right  and  title  to  slave  propcrtTT  lU 
more  than  I  mean  to  admit  that  they  may  regulate  the 
riglit  to  the  soil  of  the  several  States. 

To  illustrate  m;  meaning,  I  will  take  tlie  Kber^  of 
presenting  a  few  examples.  Suppose  that  yow  bad  aa 
army  which  was  suff.  ring  for  the  want  of  food,  and  tbst, 
owing  to  an  accidental  pontion  of  the  ordinan-  oomnis 
sariat,  (or  by  whatever  other  name  the  aubsisteacfl  de- 
partment of  an  army  is  distinguished,)  pro^itiona  are  net 
to  be  had,  may  not  the  commanding  oflicer.  under  ttei 
pressure  of  immediate  necessity,  take,  wherc*er  he  eaa 
find  it,  so  much  foo<l  as  is  absohitt  ly  requi»ite  ?  Or,  sup- 
pose your  troops,  when  in  some  important  poctlto^ 
should  be  destitute  of  ammunition— the  army  wants  po«- 
der  and  lead— may  not  the  coramantler  teke  it  il  a  wf- 
ply  is  within  his  reach  ?  Or,  suppose  again,  that  yew 
army  is  in  a  state  of  difficulty  and  enibarmaament,  in 
gard  to  the  saving  of  its  baggage,  and  the  Bringing  « 
of  the  wounded  ;  and  that,  for  these  purposes,  neceaiff 
calls  f<-r  the  use  of  a  cart,  or  wagon,  the  horses  a  hic* 
draw  it,  and  (he  slave  who  was  their  driver— (for  1  pi»- 
sume  the  wagon  woiiU  be  of  little  use  wltlioutihe  *»- 
ver.)-  Under  these  circumstances,  the  act  is  donc:W 
cart,  horses,  and  driver  are  impressed  for  the  public  use- 
none  can  believe  that  the  title  to  any  property  is  aflectea 
beyond  the  duration  of  ihc  imiispcimble  necessity  of  the 
occasion.  So,  if  it  become  necessary  to  occupy  a  boiU- 
ing,  er  domicil,  as  a  deposit  for  military  stores,  the 
feet  of  even  that  would  be  but  temporarj'.    No  title  » 
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that  domicil  would  be  at  all  affected.  No  nwre  woufd 
the  tiUe  to  a  slaTe.    There  U  none  who  will  aay  that  Ihis 


derful  titat  a  genlleman  of  the  acutenest  of  mind  whtdl 
all  allow  to  that  gentleman,  did  not  at  once  we  that  there 


teinporar>-  use  oF  any  of  these  thingB,  transfers  lo  the  i  is  a  concluaive  answer  to  this  ailment.  A  son  and  an 
<>ovemment  any  farther  power  over  them.  Now,  when  )  apprentice  are  citizens  of  the  State— they  are  membeta 
this  power  m  thus  exerciied,  what  is  the  lai^^ge  of  jug-  [  ot  the  p(4itical  community ;  and,  in  that  chancter,  lh<y 
lice  it  IS,  that  compensation  be  made  to  the  owner,  owe,  in  tlieir  own  peraons,  a  share  of  service  to  the  pub- 
\  aptly  compared  to  that  where  mer- 

chandise is  thrown  overboard  for  the  safety  of  a  veasel. 


In  the  fiflli  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  this  princi- 
ple IS  acted  on,  and  the  power  thus  to  take  private  pro. 
petty  for  the  public  use,  is  vhlually  affirmed,  by  denying 
Its  esntctice  mder  tome  patttcularcircumsUnces.  What 
•re  those  circumstances  \   They  are  expressed  by  the 
worda,  "  without  just  e<Hnpen8ation.**   To  ascertain  the 
meamng,  we  need  not  go  beyond  the  terras.    *'  Co«n- 
penaation,"  in  my  apprehenaioH,  means  an  equivalent  i 
and  the  term  ♦'just,"  signifies  (among  other  things) 
°*  full  and  complete:  ■<  Jnst  compensation "  is, 
■  therelbr^  to  be  onderstood  as  a  full  and  complete  equi- 
»»l«t  for  the  loss  or  injory  sustained.   I  ask,  if  this  were 
declared  as  between  two  individuals,  one  of  whom  had 
caused  a  lost  to  the  other,  snd  the  propoettten  was,  to  de- 
.lernune  what  should  be  "just  compensation,"  whether 
.there  is  a  court  or  jury  on  earth  that  would  stop  sliort 
<»  measuniw  the  compensation  by  the  measure  of  the 
•iom  t   Can  ft  be  pretended  that  some  paltry  allowance 
fw  the  Ofc  of  the  cart  and  driver,  ia  sufficient  to  satisfy 
Ihia  pnndple  ?   In  answer,  let  me  put  a  case :  Suppote 
this  ijave  had  been  impressed,  and,  before  he  had  been 
one  day  m  the  service,  he  was  wounded,  and  the  wound 
was  Mich  as  might  disqoalify  him  for  subsequent  labor,  or 
even  destroy  hwn  altogether,  and  his  master  should  then 
l>e  tUowwI  JO  or  100  cents  for  his  day's  labor,  how  would 
tirt  qpestna  stand  !   1  need  only  apnea)  to  the  cuhiable 
pnnciiile  of  ordinarv  justice.    The  claimant,  (brough  the 
t*i  l^ymg  power  of  the  Government,  lias  «h«ady  contri- 
buted his  share  to  the  public  burdens.  If  you,  after  this, 
lake  this  slave,  wcrtli,  I  wiU  suppose,  $  SOtfJand  that  slave 
»  kdled  or  disabled,  and  you  make  him  no  compensation 
•or  the  value  oi  the  slave,  will  he  not  present  a  Mniralsr 
■pectacle  in  society?  He  baa  paid  hisihare,  with  otW 
frt  the  common  conlt^tien  to  Government,  and.  at  the 
BMie  time,  under  an  eztraordinaty  extrdse  of  the  power 
of  t^t  Government,  he  has  paid,  over  and  above  tliis,  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  value  of  his  slave,  if  killed,  or  a 
part  of  hu  value  if  partially  disabled.    I  will  put  to  the 
committee  this  proposition  :  when  It  is  your  purpoae  to 
•make  ^u«t  compenaation,  do  you  not  mean  that  the  com- 
fpensation  shaH  be  equal  to  the  loss  sustained  ?   And  if 
you  db  iMt  do  tiiU,  does  not  the  individual  lose  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  excess  of  what  he  has  contributed  be- 
yond his  share  to  the  public  burdens  of  the  countty  ? 
.And  if  you  do  mean  lo  compensate  him,  must  you  not 
enquire  into  the  actual  amount  of  his  loss '    Tliis  prin- 
ciple.  It  once  admitted,  leads  tathe  conchision  that  the 
pmoMd  amenOment  to  this  bill  ought  lo  be  adopted. 
Tlie  whole  argHment  may  be  reduced  to  one  or  two  syl. 
^if™*  i!"'*  Constitution  says  that  private  property 
•hall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
aation— but  private  property  has  here  been  taken  for  the 
public  use  1  th«%fore,  just  compensation  odght  to  be 
made.    Again  :  compensation  to  be  just,  must  be  equal 
to  Uie  lo39  sustained— but  the  loss  sustained  has  been  that 
provided  for  in  the  amendment  t  therefore  that  amount 
ought  to  be  allowed. 

One  or  two  argumenta  have  been  employed  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  which  1  feel  myself  bound  to  meet. 
One  of  them,  which  was  first  brought  forward  by  the 
member  from  New  York.  [Mr.  Swaas]  and  which  has 
wnce  been  iterated  and  reiterated,  1  confess,  surprises  me. 
It  IB  this:  if  a  alaveia  to  be  paid  for  because  he  has  been 
killed  or  wounded,  why  must  you  nut  pay  on  the  same 
pnitnple  for  an  apprentice.  <ff  a  aon  ?  To.  me  it  is  won- 
Vol,  lV.-«4 


persons,  a  share  of  service  to  the  pub- 
lic. Tliis  obligation  is  paramount  to  any  subordinate  in- 
dividual  contract.  The  contract  between  master  and  ap- 
prentice, and  the  power  of  the  father  over  the  son.  are 
subordinate  to  the  public  duty  which  they  both  owe  to 
the  country.  If  an  apprentice,  who  has  entered  into  a  corK 
tract  with  a  master,  shall  subsequent^  enter  into  another 
contract  with  another  master,  b«bre  the  first  baa  expired, 
may  not  lie  with  whom  first  contract  was  madc^  in- 
sist on  its  execution,  and  set  aside  the  aecond  f  Tboa|^ 
the  corpus  of  a  slave  be  a  person,  yet  he  ia  neverUidest 
property ;  and  on  this  g^t  principle  I  found  ray  arm- 
ment.  The  parallel  attempted  to  be  established  is  whol^ 
nnteniUile.  Ilie  slave,  as  an  item  of  proper^,  u  not  a  ^ 
member  of  the  body  politic  (  he  owes  no  service  on  hia 
own  account  to  the  Government.  The  GoranmBnt 
knows  him  only  as  the  property  of  his  master,  end  it  can 
get  at  him  only  in  two  ways— the  one  is  by  tlie  ordinary 
process  of  taxation,  and  the  other  is  by  the  extraordina- 
ry exertion  of  power,  under  a  pressing  public  emergen' 
cy.  In  that  case,  compensation  must  be  made — it  must 
be  just — and  to  be  just,  it  must  be  equivalent.  This  ia 
an  answer  to  the  ai|tument  drawn  firom  the  analogy  of  « 
minor  or  apprentice. 

Another  argument  wai  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  SronsJwbiehalM  calls ror  notice. 
I'liat  gentleman  labored  to  pirovethatthe  Goremmen^in 
no  circumstances  whatever,  may  take  •  dare  fbr  the  pub- 
lic mililary  service. 

I  have  already  endeavored  to  ihev  that  afam*  can,  in 
no  case,  be  condderal  or  treated  as  raiUtia— «s  tro^M. 
That  is  out  of  the  question.  Such  a  propoaition  cannot 
even  be  received  for  discussion.  There  ia  no  man  who 
can  doubt  that  the  People  only  are  fit  to  compose  the  ar- 
my. But  a  sUve,  considered  as  property,  may  riglitfiilly 
be  taken  for  the  Government  service,  when  extreme  ne- 
ceaaitjr  requhfea.  But.  placing  the  question  oa  the  geiH 
tleman'a  own  ground,  and  admitting,  for  argument's  mkc, 
that  the  Government  acted  wrongfoUy  in  takii^f  this  slave, 
I  ask  thia  committee  if  they  are  prepared  W  the  con- 
clusion that  the  sufferer  is  entitled  to  no  compenaation. 
because,  in  inflicting  the  loss,  the  Government  <£d  wroafgi 
Is  the  Government  not  to  pay,  because  it  acted  wrong- 
fully, when  it  would  be  bound  to  pay.  even  if  it  tiad  act- 
ed rightfully,  in  taking  this  slave  '  If  you  once  muntain 
that  the  Government  acted  wrongfiilly  in  tlus  matter, 
you  must  then  compare  the  case  to  that  of  two  individu- 
als, one  of  whom  has  wrongfolly  injured  the  property  of 
the  other.  Is  not  the  wrorrg  doer  bound  to  make  com- 
pensation to  the  full  extent  of  the  injury  *  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  comes  to  this :  that  Government 
is  not  responsible,  because  it  has  done  wrong.  Now,  I 
say,  with  all  deference  for  Uie  acknowledged  laknta  of  ' 
that  gentleman,  if  ever  there  wentnom^ejuUiit  tUa  b 
one.  The  case  is  not  at  all  altered  because  the  act  was 
done  by  an  officer  of  the  Government :  for.  bendea  the 
argument  that  the  act  itself  was  riglit — supponng  it  to 
have  been  wrong.  I  appeal  again  to  Uie  gentleraan  hnn- 
self,  whether,  if  one  party  commit  on  another  a  tort  or 
trespass  by  his  agen^  the  principal  is  not  re^onriUo  for 
all  consequences  ? 

[Here  Mr.  STORRS  repUed,  1  agree  widt  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  that,  when  ttie  act  of  the  agent  is  within 
ibe  lawfut  line  of  his  agency,  the  principal  ia  reaponsible.] 
Mr.  BAKBOUR  resumed.  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman 
whether,  if  one  treapam  fa^  order  of  another,  the  latter  is 
not  responnble.  But  there  is  no  need  to  discMSs  the 
question  in  that  view  vi  it  Where  the  caae  of  OKtww 
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necesnty  exists,  the  extraordinary  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  exercised.  The  officers  for  the  time  betngf, 
tre  only  Us'BMntB,  and  the  responsibility  devolves  on 
their  principal.  I  do  no^  indeed*  wish  to  carry  this  prin- 
ciple tu  an  extraordinary  and  unreasonable  length.  If 
the  officer,  wantonly  or  unnecessarily,  invade  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizen,  he  is  a  trespasser.  But  then  thia 
must  be  shewn,  and,  in  the  present  Case,  not  so  much  as 
a  doubt  has  been  suggested  of  the  existence  of  such  a  case 
of  necessity.  If  the  necessity  exiat,  then  that  case  has 
nrived,  in  which  the  Government  may  take  private  pro- 
perty fbr  the  public  defence.  The  Government  did  this. 
Utey  did  it  through  their  officer,  and  the  result  has  been 
a  loss  to  this  claimant  of  m>  mtich  value  as  that  for  whidi 
he  asks  us  to  indemnify  liim.  If  we  do  so,  we  must  restore 
him  to  an  equality,  as  to  his  contribution  to  the  public 
■erricet  with  others— hit  felloW'Cittzens.  If  he  had  but 
this  one  slave,  and  lost  this*  then  he  would  have  contri- 
buted more  to  the  requirements  of  government,  for  the 
public  defence,  in  proportion  to  his  ability,  by  perliapa 
ten  or  twenty  times,  than  his  neighbors  had  done.  This 
surely  ought  not  to  be.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  we 
ou^t  to  make  him  compensation,  and  that  the  compen- 
sation miglit  to  be  equaf  to  his  loss.  And  shall,  therefore, 
yole  for  the  amrndmeut. 

Mr.  ARCH£R  said,  he  had  not  risen  with  any  view  of 
entering  into  the  present  argument,  nor,  to  any  extent, 
into  that  of  the  real  question  from  which  the  debate  had 
wandered.  1  have,  said  Mr.  A.  a  higher  purpose.  I 
thouglit,  when  the  amendment  was  offered,  tbat  the  de- 
bate ought  not  t«  have  been  railed  ;  but  as  it  has  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  it  ougttt  not,  I  think,  now  to  be  repress- 
ed. Some  remarks  appeared  demanded  tiS  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  by  various  considerations.  We  owe  it 
to  ounelves  to  shew,  tliat,  when  what  we  consider  as  our 
most  vital  interest  has  been  brought  into  discussion,  we 
have  not  been  more  remiss  in  our  duly  to  our  constitu- 
ents than  others.  We  owe  it  to  Northern  gentlemen  to 
respond  to  the  liberality  they  have  evinced.  We  owe  it 
to  the  public,  and  the  Southern  public  in  particular,  (o 
shew  how  that  question  has  arisen,  in  the  devious  course 
of  this  debate.  The  mention  of  the  word  slavery  in  this 
House  (as  evinced  by  this  debate,)  is  calculated  to  waken 
a  high  degree  oi  sensibility  in  the  quarters  in  which  it 
prevails.  This  was  no  subject  of  reproach.  We  know 
It  to  be  the  most  delicate  of  all  interests — we  feel  that  it 
is  a  nerve  that  cannot  be  atruck  without  communicating 
the  shock  to  every  function  of  our  social  system.  The 
Constitution  gives  us  the  exclusive  right  of  jtidging,  in  all 
questions  alTecting  this  interest,  and  we  w€ll  krtow  that 
any  foreign  interference  can  but  aggravate  the  evil,  what- 
ever it  may  be.  We  fear  that  interference— and  why  ? 
There  is  a  belief  (whether  well  or  ill-founded,  makes  no 
difierenee  as  to  the  effects)  in  all  the  slave-holding'  States, 
that  a  fiinatical  spirit  exists  in  many  of  the  non-shve  hold- 
ing  States,  which  would  interfere,  and  interfere  fttally, 
in  this  matter.  No  nistter  whether  this  apprehension  be 
just  or  not,  its  influence  on  Southern  feelings  is  a  fact  not 
to  be  disputed— and  it  has  produced,  and  produced  just- 
ly, in  tlie  South,  a  sensibility,  amuuniing,  it  might  be,  to 
iisraGity,  on  this  point.  And  here  he  would  tak-e  occa- 
sion to  say,  of  the  People  of  the  slave-holding  States, 
tliat  they  were  as  loyal  as  the  subjects  of  the  Kings  to  the 
authority  which  they  recognize,  and  to  which  they  as- 
sented by  the  Constitution— they  are  restive  under  all 
other  authority— and  he  hoped  they  ever  would  be  so. 

The  subject  of  this  amendment  has  gone  abroad  to  the 
country,  as  in  itself  a  subject  of  excitement.  At  a  dia. 
tance,  people  do  nut  make  nice  distinctions— ainl  it  will 
be  so  considered.  Now  I  think  it  ought  not  have  such  a 
oharactcr,  and  regard  it  as  ao  act  uf  justice  and  utility  to 
place  it  in  ita  true  character.  There  n  no  excilemeht  lieie 
vbicb  can  be  justified,  and  I  ^all  be  dtscharginy  a  very 


gratifjing  duty  if  I  can  snctceed  in  tmprrsMiig  lb»t  epiS' 
ion  on  this  Commitlee,  and  on  the  Cutmtry.    Sir,  is  then 
any  man  lieK  wlra  has  attempted  to  maintain  tlwt  alsves 
are  not  property  \  There  is  not  one.  All  the  ^ntleaica 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  debate,  have  expressly  dis- 
claimed such  a  po^tien.    llow,  indeed,  can  any  nxa 
maintain  it  i    If  any  one  would  attempt  to  naintsin  such 
a  posilion  to  me,  and  I  considered  liim  worthy  of  Ikeing 
treated  with  the  decency  of  a  reply,  my  only  «kmw«r  »> 
him  would  be — "  Look  at  the  fact.   Who  conttibnted  i4 
form  this  Constitution  }   I'hoae  irfao  at  (hat  nrnnent  bcU 
slaves — they  held  them  under  it  wlien  it  was  formed,  ami 
tftey  continue  to  hold  them  ne#  as  they  dkt  then."  If 
any  man  doubted  that  slaves  were  property^  in  Ibe  coa- 
temptation  of  the  Constitution,  he  was  a  fool.  If  he  denkil 
this,  not  doubting  it,  he  was  a  knave.    I  beKeve  there  ii 
no  such  man  here,   lliere  may  be  an  ineonaide  ruble  ck> 
who  affect  to  btlieve  so,  that  they  may  make  this  subject 
a  harhdle  to  produce  excitement  :  Their  purpose  was  far 
their  own  selfish  ends — to  disturb  the  liarmony  of  tts 
Union.    But  I  owe  It  to  the  uoH-sUve-holdiny  Stales  la 
declare,  that,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  ih&cib- 
Uon  on  the  subject,  this  class  is  as  much  despised  tberc, 
by  all  the  most  respectable  classes  as  they  cun  be  ameag 
us.    Sir,  the  proposition  thatslaveaare  not  property^  kss 
not  been  maintained,  as  1  consider,  in  thia  d*:b«(e.    It  is 
the  supposition  that  it  has  been  advanced  by  impHcatios, 
that  has  excited  the  warmth  that  has  appeared.    I  cer- 
tainly did  not  BO  iinderaland  the  report  o(  the  Coamntlcc 
of  Cbtims.    I'hey  did  not  say  so.    They  say,  o«Hy,  that 
this  kind  of  property  has  not  been  put  upon  such  a  fast- 
ing by  tlie  usage  of  this  Government,  as  thai,  if  lest  or 
injured,  it  is  to  be  paid  for  from  the  TreMury.  Doea 
llus  amount  to  a  denial  that  alaves  are  property  ?  Tie 
Committee  say  that  this  kind  of  property  ia  subject  tea 
certain  usage.    Doea  this  deny  the  existence  or  ndidity 
of  the  pnrpert^  ?   If  that  were  established,  then  all  pra- 
perty  whatever  must  be  annulled  ;  {or  all  kinds  of  {■»• 
pcrty  wiiatever,  are  the  subjects  of.  peculiar  re^latiaB 
in  aome  form  or  other.    The  coiniiuttee  and  geaUcmei^ 
in  debate,  have,  in  effect,  maintained,  not  that  w«  lam 
no  property  in  our  slaves,  but  that  thia  is  a  kind  cS  pro- 
perty so  peculiar,  as  that  it  stands  distinguished  from  all 
other  property  iu  this  important  respect — that  the  Go- 
vernment may,  in  no  case  whatever,  lay  hand  upon  It  by 
impres«nent.   Sir,  instead  of  complaining,  we  ooglrt  ta 
be  mucli  obliged  to  Ntmhem  gentlemen— their  docttiae 
I  hold  indeed  to  be  wrong^but  we  owe  them  creiy  ob- 
ligation, and  every  acknowl^gment,  and  I  tender  to 
them  my  thanks  fbr  the  liberal  grotii>d  they  liave  taku 
What  they  contend  for  is.  that  this  is  a  hi^ier  ^ecies  of 
property  tlian  any  otiicr  t  Uiat  the  sweeping  pomcf  ol 
the  Government  must  here  stay  its  hand  t  it  cannot  cv«a 
touch  it-   1  consider  it  just,  therefore,  to  give  the  inw 
character  to  this  debate :  to  let  the  Southern  States  knew 
that  there  appean  no  design  to  call  in  question  the  tide 
or  jurisdiction  *A  tlieir  property.    The  committee  base 
not  qtie&tieoed  it  \  none  but  fools  could  denj-^nona  but 
knaves  will  impeach  it.    The  doctrine  maintained,  » 
no  leaven  to  sour  the  daily  and  necessary  bread  of  usr 
harmony.    Its  propagation  is  no  sowing  of  the  diagoa'i 
teeth,  to  spring  up  in  civil  discord  and  conSic<.    U  is  a 
libend  doctrine,  though  not  a  sound  one. 

if  it  were  true,  that  there  exists  no  power  in  the  Go- 
vernment, nt  any  time,  or  ui.der  any  circumstances,  to  ua- 
preas  sLives,  t  hen  it  ia  also  true,  as  contendetl,  that  the  cf- 
ficer  nho  took  the  slave  in  question  eommiitedaa  in^ 
gular  act,  ia  liable  to  an  action  fw  trespass,  and  the  Ga- 
vernment  is  not  bound  to  pay  for  what  he  tbd,  as  tfaegeft* 
tWman  from  New  York  [Ur^^STonas]  has  inferred.  But, 
the  transcendental  right  of  the  Govcrament  over  all  pro- 
perty wiiatever,  has  never  been  contested.  If  «jt  ex- 
treme exigency  occurs,  all  the  property,  aiid  aU  the  Pcdp 
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pie  of  (he  country  may  be  taVen  and  employed  for  the. 
public  defence.  But,  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Hi-.  Stosxs}  maintains,  that,  in  regard  to  slave  proper- 


pose  of  tliat  article  disprovis  such  an  idea.  Under  the 
old  Confederation  there  was  no  ratio  of  repreventatioii. 
Each  State  was  entitled  to  one  vote.    By  the  Constitu- 


tv,  this  power  is  limited,  and  nu»t  be  so,  on  account  of  j  tion,both  the  rule  of  representation  «nd  the 
tbe  danger  which  would  follow  from  it    If  ilavea  are  to  "  ""  '      '     "    '  ' 

be  taken  For  soldiers  In  the  Southtm  States^  and  the  ap- 
prentice and  the  minor  may  be  taken  in  the  Northern  ; 
rf  the  win  may  be  torn  from  liii  father's  hopes,  and  iroin 
hra  mother's  anguisli,  then,  says  the  gfentleman,  there  is 
an  end  at  once  to  every  thing'  like  freedom.  Uut,  this 
dang«r  has  no  {^und,  either .  in  fact  or  in  construction. 
Not  in  fact :  for,  when  soldiers  may  be  legally  demanded 
at  as,  we  will  always  be  ready-in  the  South  to  furnish 
better  tlian  our  slaves — ourselves.  If  the  time  Bh<iuld 
ever  come,  when  South  or  North,  Government  or  Pen- 
pie,  shall  tolerate  the  idea  of  filling  tbeir  ranks  with 
slaves;  aH  questions  of  legal  power  will  be  speedily  at  an 
end.  We  shall  oil  be  slaves  together,  (o  the  first  master 
4rho  wilt  assert  his  authority.  'The  doctrine  is  equally 
tmsounJ,  as  a  doctrine  of  construction ;  because  you 
may  iftkie  slaves  as  p/operly  for  the  public  use,  it  does 
not  follow  that  you  may  use  them  as  soldiers-  You  may 
imppcaa  property,  men,  too,  by  draft,  according  to  the 
measure  of  public  exigency,  llut  neither,  without  abuse, 
can  be  employed,  except  in  a  function  and  manner  adapt- 
ed and  referrible  to  its  proper  character.  May  you  em- 
ploy a  drafted  man  as  a  mere  beast  of  burthen  i  No  ! 
You  can  as  little  employ  a  mere  article  of  property,  a 
fihve,  in  the  proper  funclioti  and  capacity  or  a  citizen. 
You  may  not  employ  any  object  which  you  take  for  a  use 
which  disagrees  with  the  character  in  which  it  is  taktin. 
YiMi  ipay  take  citizens,  you  may  take  property  ;  but  citi- 
zens must  be  put  to  the  employment  of  citizens,  and  pro- 
peHy  to  (he  usts  of  property.  You  cannot  enlist,  though 
yiNi  may  impress  a  slave.  Why  not  ?  Because  enlist- 
ment is  a  contract,  and  imports  a  free  agent.  The  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  case  of  an  apprentice,  which  has  been 
n)oken  of,  is,  that  he  labors  only  under  a  temporary  dis- 
sbithy  to  make  this  contract.  I'he  disability  is  not  in- 
herent and  incurable — law  may  remove  it,  and  then  he 
beeetnes  a  citizen  capable  of  making  this  contract.  Not 
so  with  the  slave.  His  is  an  incapacity,  as  distinguished 
JVom  a  diaabili^  :  that  is  to  say,  ia  permanent.    It  is  In- 


I  tion  were  altered.  Under  the  Confederation,  the  rule 
of  Uzatton  was  derived  from  real  property  only.  But 
the  value  of  real  property  will  always  be  relatively 
greater,  amid  the'  denser  and  more  active  population  of 
countries,  without  slaves  as  compared  with  those  which 
have  tliem. 

This  was  the  ease  in  the  Northern  States,  and  made  a 
chancre  of  the  rule  desin^le.  With  Uiem  there  could  be 
no  objecHoii  to  tlie  adoption  of  a  rule  f>oro  population. 
The  same  rule,  applied  to  the  Sooth,  would  extend  only 
to  our  free  population — the  component  elements  of  oar 
political  society.  There  could  be  no  right  to  look  to  any 
other  except  in  the  character  of  property.  Here,  then, 
the  rule  would  become  unequal,  and  another  must  be  re- 
sorted to.  Writers  differ  whether  the  ratioof  representa- 
tion should  be  drawn  from  taxation  orpopuhtion.  The  fra- 
iners  of  the  Constitution  adopted  population  as  the  gen- 
eral standard,  but  when  they  came  to  the  Southern 
States  they  found  that  justice  required  them  to  adopt  a 
mixed  rule,  founded  partly  on  population  and  partly  on 
property,  and  it  was  for  this  reason,  and  hot  becauM 
slaves  were  regarded  as  leffal  persona,  that  diree-flfUu  of 
the  n\imber  of  slaves  was  allowed  to  be  taken  Into  apcbunc 
for  the  purpose  of  representation,  to  be  added  to  the 
number  ofthc  free  inhabitants.  What  is  the  proof  ?  Ifpo- 
pidation  solelv  had  been  made  the  rule,  what  would  have 
been  tlie  lesu'lt  ?  Surely  ihey  must  have  gone  the  whole 
length  of  die  principle,  and  all  the  slave  population  most 
have  been  included.  I'here  was  no  conceivable  reason 
why  tliree-fifdis  only  should  be  admitted,  if  represenia. 
tioii  was  to  be  founded  bn  population  merely.^  The  regu- 
lation would  ha^e  been  absurd,  as  well  ai  unjust,  but  the 
anthots  of  the  Constitution  allowed  to  the  slave  holding 
States  all  their  population,  and  added  to  this  three-fifths 
of  the  amount  of  certain  description  of  their  property.  I 
hold,  therefore,  that  tlie  peculiar  immunity  which  has  been 
contended  for  in  favor  of  our  slave  property  is  not  coun- 
tenanced by  any  just  ccmstruction  of  the  Constitution. 
Another  topic  has  been  urged— the  usage  of  (his  Go- 


hererit;nhimasa.Bl»ve,andnol«wcan  remove  it  until  1  vernment.  On  this  I  have  only  one  word  to  say.  It  "as.  i 
I»e  ceaties  to  be  a  slave.  The  idea  that  slates  are  to  be  ■  'hink,  been  clearly  shewn,  that  the  gentleman  from  the 
distinguished  in  any  manner  from  other  property,  grows  I  Committee  of  Claioif,  who  introduced  the  report,  ^Mr. 
out  of  a  misapprehension  of  (he  character  in  which  slaves  1  WunrrLKSEr,]  was  mistaken  m  point  of  fact,  when  he  en- 
are  reganled'  by  the  Constitution.  The  framera  of  tliis  daavorcd  to  prove  that  there  were  precedents,  "hewing 
inmmmeiit  evinced  a  studious  desire  to  avoid  introducing  't  h*d  not  been  the  UBag;e  of  this  Government  to  I>«y  »«■ 
the  name.  Whenever  allusion  became  neceasarv.  pen-  »l«ves,  when  impressed  into  the  public  service.  All  the 
phrasis  has  been  resorted  to.  Bnt  no  point  of  the  Con-  I  cases  whicli  he  cited  as  precedents,  were  inapphcable, 
stitution,  in  itt  true  intent,  sustains  the  idea  of  their  be-  beer  use  no  impressment  took  place,  with  the  ""ption 


<icni.  Bgrct-iiiK  n""  ou^-n  hm  .^i.^..  q.,  .--  

Stitution  declares  that  coiaiiensation  shall  be  made  for  pro- 
pert without  any  exception,  when  Uken  for  public  use; 
and  if,  in  reUtion  to  this  species  of  property,  the  usage 
has  been  otherwise,  the  maxim  applies,  malOM  cmus  atelM- 


leesl  acceptation  of  that  term,  as  importing  aomethlng 
din'erent  fhnn  things  as  the  ordinary  subjects  of  proper- 
ty. In  relation  to  the  clause  in  which  restraint  on  the 
importation  of    certain  persons"  is  intended  for  a  term,  \ 

this  is  the  uncontested  import.    By  persons,  are  intended  | ''m  «»e,  and  there  is  an  end.     ,    .      ,       .  „ 
those  who  were  to  be  intro<luced  as  slaves  only,  and  on  \     Some  of  my  Southern  friends,  for  whom  I  ,chensn^a 
whose  importation  a  duty  might  be  ' 
nanty  done  on  properly.    Human  persons 
not  legal  persons.    Legal  peiioilB 
and  (^ligations.    These  atlributes  are 
a  legal  person.    Can  a  idave  ever  have  these  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.    Thf^  constitutional  regulation  in  respect  to 
the  census,  lias  tieen  adverted  to  by  some  gentlemen,  by 
which  three-fifths  of  the  slave  population  are  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  number  of  free  persons  in  the  slave-holding 
States.    Does  the  Constitution  by  that  provision  recog- 
nize slaves  as  persons  in  the  legal  acceptation'    I  sny  that 
it  does  not,  and  that  tlie  consideration  of  the  tnie  pur- 


the  question  of  slave  property  were  made  here,  it  oujht 
not  to  be  debated  by  Southern  men.  But,  neither  is  there 
occasion  to  allude  to  it  with  sensibility,  when  the  question 
is  not  made,  hot  disclaimed.  . 

My  chief  purpose  in  addressing  the  Committee,  nas 
been,  to  show  Uiat  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  the 
least  excitement  in  diseosslng  the  amendment.  I  hawB 
enjoyed  ample  opportunities,  flrom  service  here  and  oUW 
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toiirces  of  information,  in  regard  to  the  North  especiaJly, 
to  know  the  aentimcnta  prevailing  therci  on  this  subject. 
1  render  no  more  than  justice  in  saying  th^t,  in  no  respect- 
ftble  quarter,  have  I  ever  discovered  any  disposition  to 
nute  a  c^ueation  ai  to  the  validity  of  slave  property,  or  as 
to  oar  r^ht'of  undisputed  and  exclusive  control  over  the 
subject  Nor  are  they  unaware  of  the  mischief  which 
vfoutd  result  to  themselves,  no  leu  than  us,  Troni  any  in- 
terference with  this  control.  Should  die  efforts  of  ades- 
perate  and  frantic  fanaticism  ever  be  so  f;ir  successful  as 
to  produce  this  interference,  the  disastroua  consequences 
will  noi  be  confined  to  the  Soutliem  States.  An  atrocious 
banditti  woidd  infest  our  swamps  and  fastnesses,  but  so 
would  a  Ijizaronit  scarcely  less  pernicious,  their  streets. 
The  evil  would  pour  into  the  free  States  in  a  torrent.  AH 
that  industry  which  now  supplies  cbnsumption  and  mate- 
rial  to  the  enterprise  of  the  North,  will  be  paralyzed  at 
once,  and  the  blow  which  was  directed  at  us,  will  qHick- 
ly  be  found  to  have  recoiled  on  those  who  gave  it.  The 
Southern  States  cannot,  indeed,  claim  to  bo  the  arms — 
the  strength  of  the  Union— but  they  may,  to  be  its  breasts^ 
and  Northern  gentlemen  in  ^neral,  and  Yankee  gentla- 
men  in  particular,  know  their  own  interest  far  too  well, 
ever  to  ae«re  either  to  cut  off,  or  to  dry  up,  this  fountain 
of  their  prosperity. 

A  wora  in  conclusion,  only,  on  the  real  question — the 
claim  involved  in  the  ^scussion.  It  is  not  contested  that 
the  iigtity  alleged  has  been  sustained,  and  by  regular  im- 
prcMiBent,  on  the  part  of  a  public  officer.  The  right  to 
compensation  stands  then  equally  irrefragable  on  the  let- 
ter of  the  Constitution,  and  the  higher  and  more  authorita- 
tive constitution  of  justice. 

Mr.  Mn'CHEIX,  of  3.  C.  said, that,  when  he  addressed 
the  Committee  the  otlierday,  from  an  observation  drop- 
ped by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr  O-wxs]  he  was 
led  to  believe,  that  the  impressment  of  the  slave  by  the 
Government  had  not  been  aacertaintd,  &nd  he  then  con- 
aidered,  as  he  now  considers,  that  this  was  the  important 
ftct  on  which  (he  deciuon  of  the  House  must  ultimately 
turn.    Dut  all  his  doubts  on  this  point  had  been  cleared 
up  by  examining  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  case 
there  was  fairly  made  out  It  was  admitted  that  tlie  slave 
of  D'Auterive  had  been  impressed — that  he  was  wound- 
ed— that  the  owner  incurred  the  expense  of  employing  a 
salmon — and  that,  by  the  consequences  of  the  wound, 
the  slave  had  been  depreciated  in  value  to  the  amount 
specified  m  the  amendment.   With  these  facts  in  posses- 
sion of  th^  House,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  not  only  surprised 
at  the  letiRth  of  tlie  debate,  but  at  the  excitement  mani- 
fested on  both  aides.  Forhiapartheconaidereditamere 
legal  question,  to  be  decided  by  the  Constitution  and  laws 
ofthe  United  States^  and  by  the  decisions  and  practice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  itself  neither  exciting  nor 
deserving  either  collision  of  feeling  or  intemperance  of 
buiguage.    In  this  view  he  considered  the  case,  and  so 
be  ^ould  endeavor  to  argue  it.    The  5th  amendment  of 
tiie  Constitution  is  in  these  words.    "  Nor  shall  private 
property  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tion."  Mr.  M.  said  that  this  clause  did  not  confer  any 
new  ri^ht  on  the  citizen,  but  was  merely  declaratory  of  a 
pre-existii^  rigKt,  which  would  have  been  possessed  if 
the  wnendment  had  never  been  enacted.  He  held  that 
our  right  of  property  was  inherent  and  absolute,  and 
alienable  only  with  our  own  consent  If  our  right  of  pro- 
perty was  not  inherent  and  unalienable,  why  did  the 
People  of  the  States  think  it  necessaiy  to  ^ve  to  Con- 
gress, by  express  grant,  the  power  ot  taxation,  and  to 
limit  and  restrain  the  exercise  of  that  power  ?    For  what 
is  the  power  of  taxation,  but  the  power  of  disposing  the 
property  of  ttie  citizen  to  the  public  use?    \V'ho  would 
thinic  it  necessary  to  give  another  a  title  to  a  smalt  part 
of  a  fund,  when  he  possessed  a  full  right  to  the  whole?  It 
is  cleaTi  tha^  under  tbia  Government,  the  right  of  proper- 


ty is  inherent~Bs  sacred  from  the  invasions  of  Government 
as  from  llione  of  individuals.    Our  only  inquiry  then  is 
whether  a  slave  is  private  property  }   And  can  this  be 
doubted  for  amoment:  what  right,  what  power,  what  do- 
minion has  an  Eastern  man  over  any  personal  chattel, 
which  a  Southern  man  has  not  over  his  slave  ?  Why,  sir, 
he  can  sell  hit  slave — he  can  hire  Iiim — give  him,  and  be- 
queath Iiim.    The  slave  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  sold  for 
his  debtsi  if  a  ruffian  attempts  feloniously  to  tfcke  pos- 
session of  him,  the  owner  can,  with  his  rifle,  defend  him 
as  his  property;  and  if  a  citizen  should  tortiously  g'et  pos- 
session of  him,  the  owner  can  recover  him  by  ar.  action  jjS 
detinue,  or  trover,  to  maintain  either  of  which  actions, 
two  things  are  necessary — finit,  that  the  object  claiowd 
should  be  a  personal  chattel,  and  next,  that  the  parly 
claiming  should  have  a  proper^  in  it.    Gentlemen  may 
admit  that  this  is  the  law  of  South  Carolina,  or  X^uisiana, 
but  deny  that  it  is  the  law  ofthe  United  Slates.  Tiiis, 
klr.  M.  said,  he  would  endeavor  to  establish.    Bjr  the 
34Ui  section  of  the  jiidiciafy  act,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
taws  of  the  several  States,  except  where  the  Constitution* 
treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States  otherwise  reijuuc 
'  or  provide,  shall  be  "  regarded  as  the  rules  of  decifien 
at  common  law  in  the  Courts  ofthe  United  States,in  cases 
where  they  apply."   Now,  what  is  this,  but  adopting, 
as  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  all  the  constitutioinl 
laws  ofthe  several  Slates  ?  Are  they  not,  by  thissectioB, 
incorporated  iiUo,  and  made  a  part  of  the  jurisprudence 
ofthe  Union?  South  Carolina,  by  a  similar  enactment,  has 
made  of  force  as  much  of  the  common  law  of  Eji^nd, 
as  is  consistent  with  her  Constitution.    Now,  is  not  that 
common  law  of  England  made,  by  that  erukctment,  as 
much  a  part  of  the  code  of  South  Carolina  as  her  legisla- 
tive statutes  ?   None  can  doubt  this.    The  lawa  m  tlie 
States,  adopted  by  the  Federal  Courts,  are  as  much,  then, 
the  laws  of^the  United  States,  as  the  act  of  Conmsa.  la 
which  light,  then,  have  tl)c  Courts  of  the  United  States 
considered  our  slaves  ?  Precisely  as  those  of  South  C^Ii- 
na — as  mere  personal  chattels— as,  legally,  nothing  more 
tlian  gocxls,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  li^le  to  all  the 
rules  which  govern  the  possession  and  alienation  of  iaan* 
imate  chattels-   To  prove  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  would 
rcf^r  the  committee  to  the  case  of  WilUamaun  and  Danie), 
reported  in  the  ISth  of  Wheaton,  568,  originating  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Georgia,  but  finally  decided  in  the  Su- 
preme Court.    The  subsUnce  of  it  is  as  follows:  A  testa- 
tor left  by  will  sundry  slaves  to  A  and  B,  with  a  provi- 
sion, if  either  should  die  without  lawful  heirs  of  his  body, 
the  survivor  should  heir  his  estate.   The  followiiig  vas 
the  decree  ofthe  Court,  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall:  *'  We  think  these  words  convert  the  abscAute 
estate  previously  g^ven,  into  an  estate  tail :  and  if  so^ 
since  slaves  are  personal  property,  the  limitation  over  is 
too  remote-"    It  is  an  old  maxim  of  the  common  law, 
tliat  an  estate  tail  cannot  be  created  in  a  personal  chattel: 
for,  if  it  be,  the  previous  estate  becomes  absolute  io  the 
first  taker.    This  rule  applies  to  all  property  of  a  movear 
ble  nature — to  money — goods,  wares,  and  merchandise — 
to  domestic  animals,  &c.  Do  not  the  above  circunutancei, 
from  lirst  to  last,  prove,  that  the  Supreme  Court  views 
the  slave  precisely  in  the  same  light  as  the  State  Courts 
— that  it  considers  Uie  slave  no  mure  than  a  personal  chat- 
tel, in  which  an  absolute  property  may  vest,  and  liable  to 
all  the  niies  which  attach  to  chattels  of  that  description 
Again,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  weuld  referthe  Committee  to  the 
case  of  Shelby  «a.  Grey,  reported  in  the  '11th  Wheaton, 
361.  Tliis  was  carried  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  Trnnea- 
see,  to  the  Supreme  Court,  at  Washington.  It  is  only  ne> 
cessary  to  my  purpose,  to  give  the  preliminary  statement 
of  Judge  Johnston,  who  pronounced  the  decree  ofthe 
Court.    "  The  plaintiffs  here,  were  defendants  below,  in 
an  action  of  detinue,  brought  by  Thomas  Grey,  to  re- 
cover sundiy  slaves.   The  defeiulanti  pled  nm  deUnet, 
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and  the  act  of  limitstions  of  the  State  of  Tennnaee, 
which  bars  the  actions  of  detinue,  is  thr^  years."  Can 
any  one  say  that  slaves  are  not  viewed,  by  the  Courts  of 
the  United  SUtes,  as  private  property—^  nothing-  but 
pcraonal  chattels,  by  these  two  cases  I  In  the  first,  they 
BK  disposed  of  by  will,  Uable  to  become  the  property  of 
the  first  owner,  when  the  limitation  over  is  after  an  indefi. 


of  each — and  that  value  to  be  estimated  by  the  worA  of 
each  in  money. 

Again.  Let  us  advert,  sud  Mr-'M.  to  the  24th  section 
of  the  same  act,  and  this  idea  is  still  more  strongly  ex- 
pressed— is  painted  in  still  more  glaring  colon  i  "  Tbat^ 
where  any  tax,  as  aforesaid,  ^all  have  remained  unpaid 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  as  aforesaid,  the  Collector  in 


nite  Mlure  of  issue  t  attd,  in  the  second  case,  they  are  j  the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who  shall  have 

recoverable  by  action  of  detinue,  and  become  the  abso- 1  '  — *"■*  "  '"  

lute  property  of  the  holder  afler  a  tortious  possession  of 
three  years.  By  way  of  illustration,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
would  state  a  cate»  and  apply  the  ferefcoing  rules.  Sup- 
Mae  the  unfortunate  D*Aut«rive  l»d  been  indebted  to 
the  hoBor^le  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlubt]  in 
the  sum  of  9600t  and  he  either  would  not,  or  could  not 

Ey.  What  course  would  the  honorable  gentleman  most 
:ely  take  f  Why,  as  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  he  would  com- 
mence an  action  aninst  him  in  tlie  Federal  Court  of  Louis- 
iana, and,  as  the  debtor  would  have  no  defence,  judg- 
ment would  be  obtained,  and  execution  follow  of  course. 
This  execution  would  be  a  writ  titjteri  fattatt  tested  m 
the  mune  itftlie  President  of  the  United  States— sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  Clerk  of  the  United  Slates  Court- 
lodged  with  the  Uardial,  the  Executive  officer  of  the 
same  tribunal— direclmg  him  to  levy  on  the  lands,  tene. 
ments,  hereditaments,  and  goods  and  chattels  of  D'Aute- 
rive  t  and,  under  this  authority,  the  Marshal  would  seize 
negro,  horse,  and  cart,  and,  after  having  advertised  them 
.the  legal  time,  knoek  them  oflT  to  the  highest  bidder  at 
the  same  moment,  and  pay  over  the  proceeda  of  the  sale 
to  the  honorable  gentleman.  Now  mark,  nr,  this  is  a 
proceeding  entirely  of  a  United  SUtes'  Court— created  by 
the  Constittition— regulated  by  the  hws  of  Congress— 
and  in  which,  the  sovereignty  of  Louinana  would  have 
no  more  concern  than  in  a  procedure  of  the  Court  of 
King^  Bench,  or  Guildhall,  in  London.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Cube]  told  us  that  a  slave  was  an 
amphibiout,  anomalous  creature,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Con- 
Btilution  :  but  if  I  am  right,  our  highest  judicial  authority 
(the  Supreme  Court)  decides  that  a  slave  is  neitlier  am- 
phibiouB,  nor  anomalous,  but  a  legitimate  chattel,  and 
nothing  but  a  chattel.  So  much  for  the  decipiont  of  the 
United  States*  Courts  on  this  subject 

But  let  u8  now  oonnder  the  light  in  which  slaves  have 
been  riewed  by  Congress  ;  and  Sxr  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
would  advert  to  the  act  of  1 813,  imposing  a  direct  tax  : 
and  it  is  not  unimportant  to  recollect  tint  this  act  was 
ratified  by  James  Madison.  No  roan  was  better  acqiiunt- 
ed  with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  their  rela- 
tions and  dependencies  than  this  ilhistrious  statesman. 
The  hdlowed  charter  of  our  riehti  may  be  almost  called 
the  fruit  of  his  creation  %  and  if  the  memory  of  Washing, 
ton  is  en^rined  in  our  adoration  for  having  obtained  the 
independence  of  the  States,  and  created  them  an  empire 
— the  imperishable  monument  of  his  disinterested  patriot, 
ism— let  us  not  forget  the  milder  glory  of  him,  whose 
|iithand  prime  were  spent  in  establishing  that  Constitu- 
tion, wbieh  dispenses  liberty  without  licentiousness,  and 
reitnUnt  without  oppresnon — and  where  the  mind,  free 
to  thhik,  to  speak,  and  to  act,  develops  all  its  powers, 
snd  enjoys  a  happinesi  no  where  else  attamable. 
The  5th  section  of  that  act  reads  as  follows  ;  "  That, 
whenever  a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  by  tlie  authority  of 
the  United  SUtes,  the  same  shall  be  assessed  and  laid 
on  the  value  of  all  lands,  lots  of  ground  with  im- 
provements, dwelling  houses  and  slaves,  which  several 
Mticles  subject  to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and 
valued  by  the  respective  asaeamrs  at  the  rate  each  of 
them  is  wOTth  in  money."  Could  Congress  have  em* 
ployed  werd$  more  emphatic— ^nore  minutely  descript- 
ive— to  signify  that  a  slave  was  private  property,  than 
are  contained  in  the  above  paragraph  ?  Is  there  any  dis> 
linction  made  in  it  between  lands  and  slaves  ?  Each  is 
liable  to  be  taxed— the  tax  is  to  be  usened  on  the 


been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sa 
aforesaid,  having  first  advertised  the  same  for  sixty  days 
in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  State,  shall  proceed  to 
sell  at  public  sale,  so.  much  of  sud  property  as  naay  be 
necesstir^  to  satisfy  the  tax  due  thereon,  ttq^er  with 
an  addition  of  20  per  cent  thereon.  If  tlie  property  ad- 
vertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the  amount  due  there- 
on, witli  tlie  aforesaid  additions,  tlie  Collector  shall  pur- 
chase the  same,  in  behalf  of  tlie  United  States,  for  the 
amount  aforesaid."  Now,  here  Congress  nut  only  ex* 
pressly  admits  tliat  a  slave  is  property,  but  directs  the 
Collector  to  purchase  the  slave  in  their  behalf,  if  he  is 
not  bid  up  to  the  value  of  the  tax,  and  thereby  becomes 
a  slave-holder.  Ye^  sir !  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  acknowledges,  in  the  plainest  and  strongest  lan- 
guage, that  It  will  not  only  tax  slaves  as  other  property, 
but  that  it  will  sell  and  buy  them.  Can  any  one  say,  af- 
ter this,  tliat  the  Legislature,  tbe  Judiciary,  or  the  Exe- 
cutive ol  the  United  SUtes,  db  not  consider  «laves  as  pri- 
vate property  ! !  And  if,  in  the  act  of  1818,  Congress 
aa^s  a  horse,  a  boat,  a  cart,  oomea  within  the  meaning 
of^ the  words  of  private  property,  in  the  5th  amendment, 
and  i*  to  be  paid  for,  by  wliut  ingenuity,  under  wliat  con- 
struction, can  they  exclude  slaves  ?  Tttese  authuriiies, 
said  Mr.  M.  prove  incontesiibly,  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Livinobtoh] 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  made  part  of  Uie  bill.  ■ 

Betbre  I  conclude,  said  Mr.  U.  I  must  reply  to  some 
of  the  positions  of  tite  gentleman  ttom  Ohio,  l,Mr.  Wuit- 
TLBBBT,]  He  asserts  that  slaves  cannot  be-  impressed- 
And  why,  I  would  ask  i  It  can  be  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  slaves  are  private  property.  It  cannot  be 
because  they  are  persona:  for  all  persons  are  liable  to  be 
impressed,  under  ]mrtfeular  circumstances.  The  liybility 
to  be  impressed  does  not  arise  from  the  possession  of  ci< 
vil  and  political  rights.  Aliens,  who  have  neither,  unless 
they  are  gratuitou^y  given  by  the  Government,  are  lUble 
to  be  impressed.  Under  the  Law  of  Nations,  for  the 
tempomry  protection  which  they  enjoy,  they  owed  tem- 
porary allegiance.  Tlte  gentleman,  therefore,  admits, 
what  be  set  out  with  denying,  that  slaves  afe,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  private  property,  and  not  persons,  and 
admits  them  also  to  be  private  property  of  a  more  sacred 
nature  than  we  are  diapuMd  to  acknowledge,  because  we 
hold,  and  liave  ever  held,  that  their  services  were  at 
the  call  of  the  Government,  when  necessary.  I  agree 
fully  with  the  doctrine  of  my  honorable  colleague,  ^Mr- 
HAxifcToir,]  tliat  any  and  every  thing  may  be  imprcMcd, 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  re<piiresit.  Tlie 
so^  poputt  creates  a  supreme  necesMty— flbramount  to 
the  Constitution— paramount  to  the  law—to  which  life, 
liberty,  property,  every  thing  whiclt  is  most  cherlithed, 
most  estimated,  must  yield.  To  preserve  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  Stales,  to  secure  tbe  freedom  of  the  People,  a 
commanding  General  might  put  a  torch  to  our  beautiful 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  make  it  in  the  language  of  tbe 
most  illustrious  and  most  unfortunate  man  of  tlie  ago, 
*'  an  ocean  of  flame."  But  this  he  does  at  his  peril — bo 
assumes*  vast,  a  tremrndetut  responsibility.  In  bo  doing, 
he  itakes  his  life  on  the  event,  and  either  lives  Iiib  couii. 
try's  saviour,  or  dies  its  martyr.  But  even  tliis  necessity, 
great  as  it  is,  will  nut,  when  peace  is  restored,  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  5tti  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Government  may  not  be  itble,  under  such  a  cri«s,  to 
make  compensation,  but  it  will  owe  it. 
Again*  laid'Mr.  Mircaxu,  tbe  gentleman  reliei  on  tbe 
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Act  of  1818,  auAorixing  payment  for  properly  lost,  cap- 
tared,  or  destroyed,  &c.  And  because  snves  are  not  in- 
cluded amonff  tlie  enumerated  artides,  he  concludes  that 
we  are  not  bound  to  pay  for  them.  But  can  this,  or  any 
act,  restrain  the  Conaiitution  ?  Wiien  that  instniment 
employs  the  words  *♦  private  property" — the  most  uni- 
venal  phrase  which  can  be  used,  embracing  every  thing 
which  It  subject  to  the  dominion  of  man — can  we,  by  an 
Mt,  confine  uur  reKef  to  a  few  selected  articles  >  Surely 
not.  But,  if  that  gentleman  had  extended  his  rt;searchf  a, 
he  would  have  found  that  Congrcsii  had  put  a  difler- 
ent  construction  on  the  act  ;  that  it  had  felt  itself 
bound  to  pay  for  the  logs  of  every  sort  of  property,  when 
that  loss  was  sustained  under  proper  circumstance)!,  and 
nn^ufcsted  by  proper  evidence.  And  here  1  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  Committee  to  tlie  act  paused  on  the  second  of 
March,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  Rosalia  P.  Deslonde. 
Here  the  sum  of  f 2,227  was  appropriated,  according  to 
that  " '"11  for  damage  done  lo  iier  house  and  plan- 
Uiion,  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  at  the  inva- 
■ton  J^ew  Orleans  by  the  British."  In  the  report  of 
the  CwnniittM  of  claims,  we  ha%-e  the  items,  with  the 
value  of  each,  which  make  up  the  amount  appropriated. 
They      *■  f<dlows: 

"28  «T**'"o*'ft>ur  and  five  rail  fence,  destroyed  or 
burned.  $343  00 

200  feet  of  close  garden  fence,  254  00 

5  negro  houses,  400  00 

1  Vitchen  frame,  on  sills,  weather-boarded, 
shingle  roof,  two  rooms,  and  a  dou- 
ble chimney*  400  00 
1  coacli'house,  two  rooms,  130  00 

Uamagea  done  to  the  manuoii-house,  500  00 

1  iorge  gate,  GO  00 

An  out  liouse  damaged,  150  00 


J2,227  00 

■  It  will  htf  seen  that  the  compensation  granted  in  this 
act  was  for  the  loss  and  destruction  of  articles  not  enu- 
merated in  that  of  1618,  and  under  circumstances  the 
reverse  of  those  required  by  it  to  justify  relief.  In  the 
act  uf  1818,  the  building  must  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  ;  here  it  was  destroyed  by  our  own  troops. 

Again  :  In  the  act  fur  tlie  relief  of^  Pierre  Dennis  de  la 
Ronde,  compensation  is  allowed  fur  the  dentruction,  by 
our  troops,  of  sugar-cane  growing  in  the  field.  Again, 
in  nn  act  passed  on  the  27ln  March,  1816,  for  the  relief 

of  the  executors  of  John  Knss,  compensation  is  allowed 
for  the  occupatinn  of  their  lands  by  our  troops,  and  the 
loss  of  the  rent  of  a  fkrm  attached  (hereto.  Again,  in  an 
ac^  passed  on  the  .Id  of  March,  1817,  compensation  is  al. 
lowed  Peter  Kendall,  for  merchandise  captured  by  the 
British  forces  in  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of  having 
his  team  and  wagon  impressed  by  order  of  General 
llrown.  Now,  all  these  cases  form  exceptions  to  the  act 
of  1818,  not  only  in  re^^rd  to  the  articles,  but  to  the  clr- 
cufflstaiiees  under  which  they  were  lost  ur  destroyed. 
These  prove  that  Congress  did  not  intend  that  the  act  of 
1818  should  form  the  boundary  of  relief :  on  the  contra- 
ry, that  it  will  consider  the  special  circumstances  of  each 
case,  and  grant  compensation  according  to  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  expediency. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ikohih]  lifts, 
however,  advanced  a  new  doctrine,  with  which  he  ap- 
pears to  be  much  delighted.  He  says,  that  the  owner  of 
property  imprest  can  only  demand  compensation  for  its 
use  or  service  ;  llial,  if  it  be  lust  or  destroyed  by  any  of 
the  dangers  incident  to  tlie  situation  or  employment  in 
which  it  is  placed,  that  the  Government  is  nut  liable.  If 
you  impress  a  hone  (or  the  use  of  the  cavalry,  and  he  be 
killed  in  battle)  if  you  impress  a  slave  to  throw  up  a 
breast-work,  and  he  lose  an  arm  or  a  leg,  by  the  sabre  of 


the  enemy  i  if  yttu  occupy  a  bouse,  and  it  be  burnt  by  the 
carelessness  of  the  troops,  or  by  the  hot  shot  of  tlit  ene- 
mv  i  or  if  it  be  destroyed  for  your  own  safety— a»  these 
are  all  circumstances  which  are  incident,  and  may  be 
reasonably  expected  to  happen — the  property  is  not  to 
be  paid  for.  But  this  is  answered  by  refening  to  the  act 
just  quoted.  Congress  have,  in  every  instance,  i»«id  the 
tiill  value  of  the  property,  and  not  the  value  of  its  use. 

Mr.  M-  said,  he  would  now  conclude,  with  one  or  two 
observations.     Many  of  my  Southern  brethren  shrink 
with  horror  from  any  approach  by  this  House  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.    He  confessed  that  he  felt  no  such  senti- 
ment.   He  considered  davery  as  much  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  the  great  right  of  representation :  for,  though 
the  word  slave  is  not  used  in  that  instrument,  the  condi- 
tion is  admitted — it  is  clothed  with  riglits,  and  protected  ; 
and  the  htws  of  Congress,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Sa- 
prerae  Court,.are  practical  and  living  illustrations  of  fts 
being  an  integral  part  of  our  system  of  GovemmenL 
Now,  when  we  approached  the  Speaker's  Chan-,  and 
swore  that  we  would  support  the  Constitution — alf  of  us. 
North  and  South  of  the  Chtsapeake — East  and  Wist 
the  Alleghany— bound  oitraelves  to  respest  and  protect 
the  riglits  growing  out  of  this  institution,  -by  a  tie  aS 
strong  as  to  respect  and  protect  the  personal  liberty  of 
the  Freeman.    Nor,  sir,  have  1  the  leart  apprehension 
that  the  rights  of  the  South,  in  this  respect,  will  be  dis- 
turbed.   I  care  not  for  the  affected  philanthropy  of  ce>- 
tain  politicians  in  this  House,  nor  for  the  ravings  of  reli- 
gious enthusiasts  out  of  it — the  Brst  are  influenced  by 
a  ct^d,  selfish,  and  heartless  ambition-»an  ambition* 
which,  for  the  sake  of  self-promotion,  would  involve  iimI- 
lions  in  the  horrors  of  civil  war ;  and  the  last  are  evi- 
dently labouring  under  the  severest  of  all  calamities — the 
delusions  of  a  perverted  understanding.    My  confidence 
for  the  security  of  these,  and  of  all  other  constitutional 
rights,  is  in  the  good  sense  of  the  People  of  the  States- 
is  in  their  intuitive  knowledge  of  their  own  true  inte- 
rests—ii  in  their  devotion  to  the  Constitution— Is  in  their 
strong  conviction,  that  the  countless  blessings,  moral,  ci- 
vil,  and  political,  which  they  enjoy,  are  deriv<sd  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  from  the  Union  of  the  States. 

One  observation  more,  sir.  yrom  my  describing  the 
slave  as  a  personal  chattel,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  him 
the  feelings  an<l  reason  of  a  human  being.  He  is  entitled 
to  all  oar  sympathies,  and  in  the  South  he  enjoys  them 
all.  There  is  no  relation,  except  that  of  blood,  productive 
uf  warmer,  more  animated,  or  more  lasting  affection,  thati 
that  of  master  and  slave  ;  nor  is  there  any  laboring  poor 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  who  work  less,  or  enjoy  more 
of  tlie  comforts  of  life,  than  the  slaves  of  the  South. 

Mr.  S'l'OKKS  suid,  that  he  had  not  intended  to  hare 
said  another  wort!  in  this  debate.  He  did  not  now  mean 
to  enter  upon  the  particular  merits  of  the  claim.  On  a 
former  day  he  had  so  fully  stated  the  reasons  for  the  final 
vote  u  hich  he  should  give  on  this  particular  amendment, 
that  it  was  useless  to  go  over  that  givund  again,  and  he 
would  not  now  have  thrown  himself  again  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee,  if  he  had  not  heard  some  princi- 
ples advanced,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  in  view  of 
which,  the  amount  of  compensation  claimed  by  the  peti. 
tioner  sunk  into  utter  insignificance,  and  was  not  wonh 
a  moment's  reflection.  If  I  thought,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
they  could  be  sustained  by  the  laws  and  constitiltions  of 
the  country,  I  would  not  sit  here  for  a  moment,  and  re- 
present a  People  whose  rights  would  be  no  longer  worth 
the  protection  or  defence  of  any  man.  I  said,  sir,  the 
other  day,  that,  in  everj'  case  in  which  we  had  indemnifi- 
ed olhcun  of  the  army  for  the  impressment  of  private 
property,  we  luul  indemnified  them  in  their  character  trf' 
trespassers.  I  have  voted  for  several  acts  of  that  kind, 
but  we  hare  never  acknowledged  the  legality  of  any  ae^ 
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ziires  of  tbat  sorr,  and  I  have  always  considered  tliem  as 
violations  of  the  personal  riehta  of  our  citizens.    I  meant 
to  Mwrt  this  doctrine  in  ito  broadest  aensr.  and  if  it  can- 
nut  be  sustained  here  to  the  most  unqualified  extent, 
then  I  have  learned  nothinfr  from  books,  and  have  profit- 
ed nffthitig  from  the  history  of  other  countries  or  my 
own.    I  could  now  have  felt  that  I  had  done  my  duty 
here,  if  I  had  noL  risen  to  re-assert  it.    There  can  be 
nothing'  in  the  Constitution  tbat  sanctions,  by  the  remo- 
test implication,  the  pernicious  doctrine  tliat,  in  time  of 
war,  Ujc  officers  of  the  army  can  exercise  any  power  ov^r 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  that  is  denied  to  tiiem  in 
time  of  peace.    The  change  rf  otir  amicable  relations 
wiih  a  foreign  power,  does  nut  work  such  a  distraction  of 
civil  goveniinent  among  us,  or  destroy  any  of  the  securi- 
ties of  our  civil  liberties  at  home.    It  is  true  that  the 
CoBStitu\ian  declares  that  private  property  shall  not  he 
taken  for  public  use  without  compensation.    But  so  far 
does  this  cUuse  fall  sliort  of  any  implication  that  would 
sanction  such  a  principle,  that  it  directly  asserts  the  very 
doctrine  tliat  condemns  it.    It  was  placed  (here  to  repdl 
the  assumption  of  buch  an  extravagant  and  despotic  claim 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  in  any  case.    The  same 
clause  is  found  in  many  of  the  State  Constitutions  ;  und 
if  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  uniform  course  of  dcci- 
cioif  in  the  courts,  private  property  cannot  be  touched, 
even  by  the  Government  itself,  until  the  compensation 
is  actually  made,  or  provided  for.   I  will  not  even  speak 
of  tlie  omcers  of  (iovernment.    I  say  the  Government 
itself:  for  the  clause  has  no  reference  whatever  to  any 
subordinate  agents  of  Government,  acting  on  their  indi- 
vidual discretion.    The  Legislature  of  a  State,  which 
finds  this  clause  in  its  Constitution,  cannot  Butherize  tiie 
agents  of  a  Turnpike  Company,  or  the  servants  of  the 
pettiest  corporation,  for  any.purpose  of  public  utility,  to 
place  their  foot  on  the  land  of  any  man,  before  bis  dama- 
ges have  been  ascertained  and  paid.    It  would  be  a  fear- 
ful clause  indeed,  if  it  had  been  placed  there  to  sanction, 
by  implication,  a  doctrine  that  miglit  shelter  an  ofBccr  of 
tlie  army  from  the  retribution  of  the  hw  for  the  seizure 
oi  .private  property.   It  neither  legalizea  it  by  implica- 
tion, nor  even  acknowledgtfs  it  :(3  the  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   Nor  u  there,  in  my  jutigment,  any  analogy  be- 
tween the  appropriation  of  private  properly  for  public 
use,  under  this  clause  of  the  Cunstituiion,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  the  general  power  of  taxation.    The  process  can- 
not be  BwimJated  to  that  of  taxation  in  any  just  sense, 
nor  is  property  so  taken  appropriated  at' all,  by  wuy  uf  as- 
sessment, in  the  nature  «f  a  lax  for  the  public  use.  I'lie 
compensation  is  strictly  of  the  nature  of  an  equivalent  for 
its  value,  and  the  only  operation  of  such  a  power,  even 
whet)  Uwfully  exerted,  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  is 
to  fulfil  the  motL  obvioui-  dictateof  natural  justice.    I  do 
not  think  an  instnnce  can  be  fuund,  where  tlie  Govern- 
ment itself,  in  the  exercise  of  the  high  and  transcenden- 
tal power  which  pertains  to  it,  hu  taketi  the  lands  of  any 
nun,  even  for  fortifieationBi  without  his  consent,  or  ven- 
tured to  dispossess  him  of  his  freehold  before  his  dama- 
ges have  been  assessed  and  provided  for.    But  to  whom 
does  this  clause  relate  in  any  case  ?    "  Private  property  ' 
shall  not  be  taken."    By  whom  \    By  the  officers  of  the  ' 
army,  or  any  other  mere  agent  of  the  Government,  act- 
ing at  his  own  wiU  ami  on  his  own  judgment  orplea»ure  ' 
No,  sir — by  the  Guvernment  itself.   I  am  yet  to  learn 
that  a  Cvmmanding  General,  or  any  other  officer,  can 
exercise  any  uf  the  powers  of  this  Government,  in  tioie 
of  war,  or  at  any  other  time,  except  over  the  army- 
I  am  not  about  to  say  that,  in  a  case  of  extreme  and  uii- ! 
controllable  necessity,  wliun  the  sufety  of  an  army,  or  the  i 
security  of  a  post  retjuires  such  an  act  to  be  done,  a  com- ' 
nianding  officer  may  nut  be  morally  excusable  by  his  Go- 
vemment  for  the  impressment  of  private  j^ropert/,  oit  a  ' 
auiUuu  emcripncy,  nor  tliat,  if  he  acted  with  diEcretion, ' 


lie  deserved  its  censure  ;  nor  will  I  speak  of  the  measur* 
of  contempt  that  would  justly  follow  any  man  who  should 
refuse  to  dedicate  ciieerfully,  in  a  moment  of  immediate 
danger,  his  property  or  his  life  to  hta  coonliy's  defence^ 
I  know  that  this  power  has  been  exercised  in  some  oases 
where  censure  was  not  demanded  ;  but  in  others,  that  ve 
should  never  recommend  as  examples.    It  is  against  the 
doctrine  that  holds  such  seizures  of  private  property,  by 
an  officer  of  the  army,  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  to 
be  lawful,  that  1  protest.    If  it  can  be  justified  in  a  court 
of  justice  in  this  country,  the  whole  Government  is  a 
muckery,  and  evury  man  a  slave.   I  cannot  reflect,  witU* 
out  emotions  that  I  cannot  suppress,  on  the  miserable 
slavery  under  which  we  live,  if  such  a  power  is  to  be  to> 
leratetl.    Who,  sir,  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  necessity 
that  shall  justify  it  ?    If  an  officer  o?  the  army,  then,  w 
he  only  bound  to  exercise  his  judgment  as  a  military  roan, 
and  he  stands,  on  evenr  analogous  principle  of  law,  irr^^ 
sponsible  and  justified.    Will  any  gentleman  here,  ^ 
that  profession  of  which  I  am  an  humble  member,  ahowr 
U!t  a  precedent  of  such  a  justification  ?    Will  he  let  ua 
know  tlie  name  of  an  English  lawyer  that  ever  put  his 
name  to  such  a  plea  }  Will  he  ptoduce  a  record  from  the 
whole  history  of  British  jurisprudence^  where  it  can  be 
found  ^    Such  a  point  was  never  sufTered  to  be  debated 
before  a  judge  in  England.  No  writer,  since  the  days  of 
James  It  has  aaaerted  it,  and  no  lawyer  there  would  de* 
file  the  record  of  a  court  with  such  a  defence.    We  have 
recognized  the  ille^tity  of  these  impressments,  in  numer- 
ous acts  for  the  relief  of  officers.    The  act  lor  the  relief 
of  General  Siffartwout,  even  recites  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  New  York  andntt  him,  for  the  viola* 
tion  of  right  tliat  he  committed  by  order  of  bis  superior 
officer,  in  a  case  of  impressment.    The  records  of  tbat 
court  abound  with  the  vintHcation  of  tbat  principle  tn 
evtry  free  Government,  which  protects  us  from  the  arm 
or  the  discretion  of  military  power,  in  every  form  and 
disguise.    If  such  a  discretion  is  vested  in  a  commanding 
general,  the  discretion  is  not  traversable  in  a  court  of 
Justice,    lie  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  necesnly,  and 
every  man's  prupertj'  is  held  at  the  mercy  of  his  sword. 
If  bis  propeity  ii  stihject  to  military  discretion,  then  'w 
his  person  also.    I  know  of  no  distinction  in  principle 
between  the  securities  that  we  hold  for  both..   The  se- 
curity of  life  and  liberty,  as  well  as  the  enjoyment  of 
property,  stand  en  the  same  great  conslitutioiwl  princi- 
ples.   The  only  voie  I  ever  gave  in  this  House,  that  t 
have  regretted,  was  at  the  first  session  I  came  here.  It 
was  to  indemnify  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Pike,  who, 
even  by  order  of  hia  superior  officer,  arrested  several  ci- 
lizena  of  the  State  uf  New  York.    1  have  voied  for  no 
inilemiiitiea  since,  where  the  personal  liberty  nf  any  man 
has  been  violnied  ;  and  1  wisli  every  act  of  that  soil  was 
stricken  from  tlie  statute  book.    What,  sir,  do  we  mean, 
when  we  speak  of  that  free  system  of  British  laws  that 
our  fiithers  brought  with  them  here,  if  we  have  only  hved 
to  hold  our  properly  at  the  mercy  of  aw  agent  of  lliis  Go. 
vernment  that  wears  its  tinsel  on  his  shoulder  ?    U  U  an 
uile  delusion  only,  when  we  htok  to  Magna  Charta  as  the 
security  of  every  Hritish  subject  against  the  encroiich- 
meiits  ff  his  so\tii;ign  f    1  thougln  it  was  our  bonsl  and 
pii<le,  as  freemen,  ti)u,  that  no  man  in  this  country  shuukl 
be  deprived  uf  hia  life  or  liberty,  or  despoiled  of  bis  pro- 
perty, witliout  the  judgment  of  his  peers — tlie  trial  by 

iiiry.  If  an  officer  can  t^kc  my  property,  of  any  sort,  at 
lis  discretion,  he  may  take  my  money  with  it — and  If 
mine,  my  neighbor's.  And  if  he  can"  do  this  in  any  sliape, 
or  to  any  extent,  he  may  levy  a  contribution  on  all  who 
are  within  the  reach  ot  his  sword,  and  enfurce  it  at  the 
point  ot  the  bayunet.  If  Government  lias  not  provided 
support  for  its  armie%  sliall  they  live  on  tlie  people,  and 
measure  tlieir  rights  by  the  length  of  their  swonu  It  is 
worse  in  practice  than  the  levies  of  ship-money  under  Uig 
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-j^ee  of  the  Stuarts.  There  was  at  least  the  confolation 
there,  that  the  warrant  came  from  the  hand  of  a  ervirof- 

■  fioer  of  the  Goremment  i  bat  with  ns,  ve  should  find 
the  Buthoritjr  of  the  precept  in  the  ninne  of  an  adjutant 

'  general.    The  Stoarta  only  called  in  the  soldiery  when 
the  spirit  of  an  English  freeman  resisted  the  claim ;  bat 
We  should  first  realize  our  slavery  by  finding*  the  bayonet 
at  our  doors.    The  Kin^  of  England,  with  all  his  army  at 
'  Houiislow,  and  all  his  navy  at  London  Bridge,  would  not 
-  date  to  execute  an  order  for  impretsment  w  private  pro- 
•  perty  in  the  city  of  London.    If  the  Minister  should  as* 
sertsuch  a  prerogative  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  could 

■  not  hold  his  place  an  hour ;  and  the  sovereign  who  should 
dare  to  maintain  him  in  it,  would  not  wear  his  crown  a 
day.  It  has  already  been  tried  in  England.  I'liis  doc- 
trine cost  the  first  Stuart  his  head,  tlie  last  his  crown, 
and  the  indignant  spirit  of  Bnghnd  drove  liim  a  vagabond 
to  the  continent,  to  beg  his  bread  at  the  Courts  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  doctrine  that  unlimited  power  might  be  assumed 
for  purposes  of  public  utility,  was  the  maxim  of  James  I ; 
and  this  monarch  went  one  step  in  that  path  of  tyranny 
beyond  the  examples  that  he  fonnd  in  the  days  of  the  Ro> 
nun  Republic  The  consul  sometimes  contrived  to  in- 
vest himself  with  the  same  power,  but  he  always  took 
the  precaution  to  obtain  it  under  the  form  of  a  decree  uf 
the  Senate.  The  English  despot  took  it  without  consult- 
ing his  Parliament  at  all.  It  was  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  days  of  the  Roman  Republic,  that  the  maxim  sprung 
up,  that  has  be^n  thrown  oiit  on  this  floor.  I  heard  it 
once  offered  before,  in  another  place,  where  it  became 

■  mjr  professional  duty  to  notice  it.  &lml  Ugea  inter  arma. 
It  is  wnrth  an  inquiry,  in  any  GovetTtment  that  pretends 
to  freedom,  to  trace  tliis  sentiment  to  its  origin.  It  is  not 
to  be  found  in  ttie  English  Common  Law,  and  will  never 
be  sanctioned  in  this  country,  until  we  have  nothing  left 
that  is  worth  protecting.    It  was  first  avowed  under  the 

'consulship  of  Pompey — then  become  sole  consul,  and 

virtually  dictator.  The  time  of  this  consulship,  in  which 
-this  convenient  maxim  vaa  first  started,  is  deserving  of 
same  attention.  He  was  sole  consul  only  fotn-  years  be- 
fore he  was  himself  assassinated,  and  eight  years  before 
the  Triumvirate  of  Antony,  LepiduS,  and  Octaviga  Caesar, 
was  eslablislied — the  same  patriotic  Triumvirate  that  par- 
titioned the  Roman  power  among  Hiemselves.  Octa>-iiis 
Cicsar  took  the  West,  Antony  the  East,  and  Lepidua  took 
Italy,  fur  iheir  shnres  of  the  Government.  Hiis  celebrat- 
ed conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of  Rome  was  success- 
Jully  maintained  until  they  quarrelled  among  themselves 
in  the  distribution  of  the  spoil,  and  the  moat  ambitious  of 
Ihem  all  derealed  his  last  co-patriot  at  the  battle  of  Acti- 
urn,  and  established  the  Augustan  dynasty  on  the  ruins 
of  the  Republic.  Surely,  Bir,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
character  of  the  times  in  which  this  maxim  was  started, 
that  recommends  it  very  highly  to  our  imitation  here. 
Its  6rst  inception  is  to  be  found  in  the  oration  of  Cicero 
in  behalf  of  Milo  ;  an,(l  there  were  some  circumstances  in 
that  celebrated  trial  (which  took  j>Ioce  in  the  year  of 
I'ompey's  sole  consulship)  that  are  \i  onh  our  notice,  too, 
when  we  are  aboul  to  tiy  the  vahie  of  such  a  sentiment 
in  a  free  country.  Milo's  trial  was  not  had  before  the 
Praeto,  iior  under  the  ordinary  laws  of  Rome.  Pompey 
created  n  tribunal  for  tlie  sole  purpose.  It  was  of  the  na* 
turc  of  a  apecial  commis«on,  and  the  fnends  of  Clodius, 
whose  fevor  Fompey  courted,  were  gratified  with  the 
trial  of  Milo  under  ihis  new  form  of  justice  in  that  com- 
monwealth. The  whole  proceeding  was  a  scandalous 
mockerj',  and  the  trial  was  conducted,  and  the  judgment 
rendered  under  an  ex  pott  facto  ordinance.  I'he  hall, 
too,  was  filled  by  the  soUiery,  which  had  been  stationed 
around  the  aerts  of  the  Judges.  The  soldiery— which 
Cicero,  in  that  oration,  quailing  under  the  pow^,  if  not 
the  eye  uf  Pompey,  pusillanimously  alluded  to  by  the 


less  offensive  name  of  eamitatut-  nHntdiartf  /  While  he 
designated  the  whole  proceedii^  by  (he  mere  cvsnodly 
terras  of  nmijudieii  nom  famm,  tlie  nereant  sdvocate 
apologixed  to  the  minion»of  power  whom  be  addrewed, 
for  his  embarrassment  in  the  presence  oftihe  aoldififT  that 
surrounded  them.  It  was  on  that  occantm,  and  in  mdi 
a  situation,  before  such  a  tribtmal,  and  in  times  like  thew, 
that,  instead  of  denouncing  the  whole  proce«iIing  as 
a  disgrace  upon  tiie  Repubfac,  be  basely  flattered  the  m 

'■  of  Pompey  with  a  sentiment  that  it  truljr  ^HteAil  to  Ae 
ev  of  every  tyrant— stTm/  kgea  inUr  Orma.  DcservetBr 

'AS  we  may  admire  him  as  an  orator  and  a  aoholar,  bii  ' 
cowanKce  as  an  advocate  has  left  an  indelible  repraaefa 
upon  his  memtwy.  He  basely  truckled  to  the  p»wer  oS 
Pompey,  when  he  was  perhaps  the  only  man  that  ow^ 
have  roused  the  Roman  people  front  the  letbez^  that 
precedes  despotism  every  where.  He  •hrunk  from  bii 
duty,  as  a  recreant— and,  aA«id  to  follow  pompey,  or  to 
oppose  Cxaar,  he  fled  from  Rome,  and  fell  a  vMtini,  at 
last,  to  the  very  Triumvirate  that  put  his  principles  iau 
practice  ;  and,  when  overtaken  by  the  Mnissarie*  of  Ai- 
tony,  who  proscribed  him,  meanly  thrust  out  bis  bead 
from  bis  coach,*  and  tamely  bowed  his  neck  to  receive  the 
stroke  of  his  ataasain.  The  execrable  dsspettain  that  £>!■ 
lowed,  ia  the  best  commentaiy  that  historv  can  fiirniBb  lo 
illustrate  this  maxim,  by  which  tyranny  has  auataincd  k- 
self  every  where  ;  and  when  the  people  of  this  countiy 
shall  be  prepared  to  tolerate  it  here,  they  will  have  be- 
come the  fit  vassals  of  tlie  first  imperial  despot  that  tnll 
consent  to  di^race  his  new-born  dynasty  b*  coodeaceod- 
ing  to  nile  over  meh  a  att  of  debased  and  igWMBiniaei 
slaves. 

Mr.  HcDUFFIE,  of  South  Carolina,  obtained  the  toof, 
but  yielded  it.to 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia,  who  said,  as  I  vaa-tbe 
means  of  introducing  the  unfortunate  X<atin  nouda  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  referred,  1  an 
glad  to  have  the  authority  of  that  gentleman,  that,  at  least, 
it  VM  Ciceroniao  ;  and,  thcidbre,  could  not  be  biad  Latin. 
I  feel  bound  to  explain  the  sense  in  which  I  introduced  k. 
I  mentioned  it  nut  ua  aatictiemng  any  of  those  doctfiocs 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  lias  impupted  this 
day.  Par  from  it,  sir ;  and  1  have  a  good  right  to  mg 
this;  because,  unlike  that  gentleman,  I  never  dUd  votefor 
a  bill  to  indemnify  an  offacer,  having  either  one  or  two 
epaulettes  on  his  shoulder,  fcr  violating  the  nsost  sacred 
rights  of  an  American  citizen.  I  never  did,  and  never 
will,  so  help  me  God!  I  introduced  the  quotation  only 
as  declaring  what  I  supposed  had  been  a  faet>~-done  Jk^ 
ratite  beUo — done  ■eeneoesai/ofarei— and  necessity,  nr,  does 
not  slop  to  argue  even  with  the  gentleman  tram  New 
York,  rhetorican  and  logician  as  he  is.  But  does  not  that 
gentleman  perceive  that  all  his  argument  against  the  a. 
mendment,  goes  equally  agunat  3ie  whole  hill/  That 
it  is  as  good  againat  the  cart  and  horse  as  It  is  against  the 
liUve  }  Does  he  net  perceive — if  he  will  permit'Oae  m  my 
homely  vernacular  to  say  so — that  what  is  sauce  for  the 
goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander  ?  Sir,  it  was  this  which  oc- 
casioned me  to  move,  tl»e  other  day,  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  I  gave  up  that  motion  at  the  request  of  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  GomuT]  who 
wu  desirous,  at  that  time,  of  addressing  .the  CommiLtee ; 
and  1  would  now  again  have  moved  it,  but  fbr  the  mne 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Cerolitu, 
(to  whose  courtesy  I  am  indebted  for  the  opportunity  of 
now  addressing  you)  with  a  view  of  having  toe  bill  reooni- 
mitted.  The  Committee  of  Claims — I  say  it  with  no  dis- 
respect— have  not,  in  my  opinion,  taken  a  proper  view  of 
the  subject.  When  this  bill  was  first  introduced-fromthat 
Committee^  I  did  not  read  their  report.   I  do  not  read  the 

■  Mr.  STORBS,  bv  a  AiMw  Ungam,  here  uwd  ike  wo«d  *•  caack," 
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I  reports  of  Committeet ;  and,  flir  less,  nil  thxt  immeniie 
'  mue  of  tnsb  whibh  is  heaped  upon  otir  tablea,  and  printed 
:  by  oyr  order — for  whote  benefit  I  cannot  lell  j  certainly 
I.  not  Ibr  oura,  nor  for  thst  of  tlie  People.    I  do  not  mean 
i  t  th-,  to  apply  ihe  term  "trasS"  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
'   rtittee  oT  Claim!    but  I  did  not  read  that  report  :  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  to  ny  ttiat  I  do  not  read  the  reports. 
,   9ir,  I  sabseribe  most  heartily  to  the  doctrine  maintained 
'  by  the  gentleman  from  New.  York,  and  I  do  rtot  mean  to 
prononnee  a  pallnodb,  when  I  say  this.   I  will,  as  heartily 
jf»  he  can,  defend  the  rijfht  of  every  citizen  of  this  country 
agvinst  any  bund  but  the  hand  of  the  law{  and  that,  afler 
its  act  has  been  authorized  by  the  Tetdict  of  t^relve  pood 
and  lavftil  men.    I  concur  with  him  in  the  sentiment, 
that  the  right  <if  property  is  not  only  as  dear  as  the  right 
«T  Kfe  and  of  Hbert^,  but  ftom  policy  it  ought  to  be  even 
'ifearM,  beeauseit  IS  at  this  right  that  the  blow  ol  the  op- 
pressor viH  always  be  levelled.   The  trrant  will  let  hts 
•ubjectsn  about  witii  their  throats  uncu^  aoloi^aihe 
cma  find  the  means  of  answering  his  ezot4)'it«nt  demand^ 
by  toucfahig  their  property  •  so  long  as  he  can  do  this, 
there  1*  no  fear  that,  like  Cicero,  we  wall  thrust  our  heads 
out  of  oar  coach  windows  (such  of  us  as  have  any)  that 
rfaer  may  be  cut  off  by  the  clmetars  of  his  satraps.  I  now 
fcdu,  and  always  hare  held,  the  doctrine  which  the  gen- 
tlenmiflvm  New  York  has  so  ably  and  so  eloquently  en- 
fbreed-— ably  and  eloquently,  as  was  shewn  by  the  pro- 
fiMtid  attention  with  which  it  was  heard.    I'ha^  sir,  is  a 
baror-  :ter  which  never  fails.  I  will  not  incur  ^e  risk  ^ 
fbrfeitiitg  Uie  favor  wMch  the  House  has  been  so  good  -as 
to  extend  to  me,  in  every  instance,  when  1  have  adtlrcssed 
I  hem.    The  floor  is  tlie  right  of  another  gentleman— from 
South  Carolina.  After  ve  have  heard  the  gentleman  from 
SoutfrCaroIina,  and  such  other  gentlemen  as  now  wish  to 
address  the  Committee,  Isltall  move  that  the  Committee 
riie,  either  that  this  matter  may  be  put  at  rest  forever, 
or  that  tlie  bill  may  be  recomnitted.    I  will  also  remind 
^ntlemen  tlial  tliis  is  a  private  claim,  and,  by  the  strang- 
est rule  that  ever  w-os  heard  of,  we  have  given  to  private 
billa  two  sixths  of  our  time,  and  as  much  more  as  they  eati 
£et  in  the  scrarnble.   I  will  say  no  m!>re. 

Mr.  HcUUPPIB  said,  that  no  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee could  regret  more  sincerely  than  he  did,  the  extent  to 
which  this  discuulon  had  been  carried,  and  the  lime 
which  had  already  been  consumed  in  it.  He  belif'ved, 
hIxo,  that  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Committee  would 
susraiB  him  in  the  decloratiun,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  question  before  them  that  re- 
q<iii^d  or  jostifiud  a  debate  so  protracted.  Enteitaining 
these  views,  he  had  intended  to  have  abstained  altogether 
from  any  participation  in  the  discussion  ;  and  he  certain- 
ly should  not  have  abandoned  his  original  intention,  but 
for  the  vety  eitraordimiry  course  pursued  by  the  gentic- 
m  in  from  New  York,  [Mi-.  Stoihis]  who  Irad  just  address- 
ed the  Committee.  He  felt  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
meet  the  argument  of  that  gentleman,  in  the  only  way  it 
wa»  proper  to  meet  it,  by  exposing  its  drift  and  tendency, 
and  Its  obvious  bearing  upon  a  question  which  was  not 
the  proper  subject  of  discussion  in  this  HaH.  And,  said 
Mr.  M'D.,  I  think  I  can  make  out  so  plain  a  case,  that 
everj'  mtmber  of  the  Committee  will,  with  me,  be  dis 
{>osed  to  ask,  whence  this  labored  argument  against  mili- 


lioy  usurpation  and  military  power,  on  this  question*  and 
■t  tilis  particular  time  f  The  gentleman  must  underrate 
the  «ommon  sense  of  tliis  Committee  very  greatly,  if  he 
•upposes  tiiat  the  drifl  of  his  declamation  on  this  extrane- 
ous «nd  irrelevant  topic — .to  say  nothing  of  its  design — is 
itotas  weM  undeistood  by  every  body  else  asit  is  by  himself. 
The  argument  of  the  gentUman  is  tite  more  worthy  of  par- 
ticular notice,  and  exposure,  from  iu  utter  inconsistency, 
not  only  with  bis  concetMun  that  the  claim  for  the  cart  and 
horse  is  well  fouDded,but  with  the  whole  course  of  his  le- 
^sblive  conduct  in  reference  to  cbums  of  tliii  d«  scriptioD. 
Vol.  IV.— 65 


Now,  Sir,  after  aH  that  he  has  said  on  the  subject 
military  usurpation,  and  the  necessity  of  rewstiogcWins 
growing  out  of  such  i^surpation,  the  Committee  vil^ 
doubt,  be  surpiiied  to  learn,  tltat  the  gentleman  hitBsdf 
has  gone  larther  than  any  member  of  Confess,  in  sup- 
porting claims  founded  upon  that  very  species  ot  military 
usurpation,  which  he  now  so  emphatically  denounces. 
Yes,  Sir,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  drawing  from  the 
National  Treasury,  nearly  I  believe,  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars.   I  do  not  re'collect  the  exact  amount  of  the  Niigym 
claims — to  indemnify  individuals  on  the  Northern  thmtier 
of  New  York,  for  iiuuries  they  sustained  ftom  the  seizurs 
and  occupation,  and  actual  destruction  of  their  property* 
hy  the  arm  of  military  power.    When  the  gentleman  wa« 
urging  this  House  to  grant  indemnification  to  those  suffer^ 
ers,  did  we  hear  him  declaiming  so  eloquently  upon  the 
danger  of  military  usurpations  f  Did  he  then  tell  us  that 
there  was  an  end  of  citiI  liberty,  because  the  property  of 
the  citizen  of  New  York  was  converted  to  mintaiy  ate, 
and  the  very  mansions,  nay,  entire  towns,  involved  in 
ruin,  by  their  military  occupation  ?  Did  he  then  maintain 
the  strange  doctrine  which  he  does  now,  that  these  mili- 
tary  usurpations  should  be  discountenanced,   and  put 
down,  by  the  singular  expedient  of  refuwng  to  grant  to 
the  sufferers  any  indemnification  for  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  them  i  No,  Sir.    Although  these  dwma  grew  out  at 
military  seizures  and  trespasses,   inflnitefy  mwe  exten* 
nve  and  dangerous  than  the  impressment  upon  which 
this  chim  Is  founded,  the  gentleman  did  not  uUer  a  sin- 
gle  word  upon  the  subject  of  militaty  usurpation. 

And  yet,  sir,  at  this  time,  in  the  discussion  of  a  claim 
much  more  clearly  mwnlainable,  upon  the  very  same 
principle,  be  deems  it  a  fit  occasion  to  brii^  to  the  view 
of  the  committee,  in  attfhl  connexion  with  the  impress* 
ment  in  question,  all  that  is  odious  in  the  military  tisur> 
T)ations  of  antiquity,  and  in  the  civil  despotism  of  modem 
times.  'What  possible  bearing  can  these  references  have 
upon  the  meriU  of  this  claim  i  Why  is  the  dictatorship 
of  Pompcy,  and  the  in^Mrial  dictatorship  of  tbe  second 
C«sar,  dragged  into  a  diseus^on  with  which  they  bare  no 
legitimate  connexion  '  Is  it  because  Oencrsl  Jaeksen 
w.is  the  ofHcer  within  whose  command  this  impressment 
was  ma<le,  ami  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  the  purpose 
to  which  this  military  usurpation  was  consecnted  ?  Is  it 
to  impress  upon  the  nation  the  danger  of  entrusting  it» 
liberties,  in  any  degree,  to  the  guardiaoiliip  of  a  "Mili- 
tary  Chieftain  ?" 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  indulged  an  earnest  hope  that 
the  appropriate  legishitive  business  of  Congress  would 
not  be  embarrassed  and  delayed  by  the  introduction  of  any 
allusiona,  whether  open  or  disguised,  to  the  great  and 
Bgilatin};  question  which  now  engrosses  the  attention  of 
the  People  of  this  country.  For  my  own  part,  I  had  re- 
solved to  suppress  any  remark,  however  applicable  to 
the  question,  which  might  be  dtscUiiBed  here,  which 
could  give  rise  to  any  thing  hke  party  excitement.  But 
wr,  when  J  bear  a  strain  of  deoUmafton,  having  no  poan- 
ble  bearing  . upon  the  question  under  discusuon,  and  of 
which  the  evident  scope  and  tendency  is  to  produce  a  po- 
litical  effect,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  1  am  cdbstrained 
to  ask  the  gentleman  {torn  New  York,  why  it  is,  that  tb* 
shock  which  civil  liber^  would  sustain,  and  the  counte* 
nance  which  nulitaty  usurpation  would  deriTC  from  the 
recognition  of  claims  simibr  to  the  present,  did  not  oc- 
cur to  him,  when  the  conduct  of  other  officers  was  in- 
volved, and  how  it  fai^>pens  (hat  this  sudden  horror  at  the 
idea  uf  a  military  impressment  has  seized  him,  when  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  is  incidentally  involved  f 

Having  briefly  Aown  the  leiidency  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Y«m^  I  leave  it  to  this  eortimitte^ 
and  to  the  countnr,  to  determine  what  was  thor  design. 

Amongst  the  admitable  and  appropriate  bistorioal  ana- 
lopes  with  wbtcb  we  have  been  Arored,  we  hare  been 
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told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  that  the  impress- 
ihent  of  property  under  'the  emergenciea  of  the  miliury 
aerv*^,  in  time  ol  war — emergenciea  no  less  imperious 
than  Uie  obligatton  to  defend  and  «av*  the  Iie)Mib)ic— is 
much  mtve  incompatible  with  civil  liberty  than  the  law. 
less  exaction  of  ship-money,  which  marked  the  tyranny 
of  the  English  Stuart :  for,  In  tliat  case,  it  seems  the  Peo- 
ple had  the  consolation  nf  reflecting  tlwt  they  were  plun- 
<lercd  hy  the  hand  of  civil  power.   Is  it  true,  that  there 
is  any  tiling  in  the  nature  of  civil  power,  that  can  either 
consecrate  civil  despotism  or  console  its  victims  I  And 
are  we  to  be  seriously  told,  that  the  mi»t  in^mous  and 
profli^te  eiril  dynasty  that  ever  swayed  Uie  sceptre  of 
demotic  authority,  ia  preferable  to  a  system  of  liberty 
which  recognizes  no  power  but  that  of  the  laws,  except 
on  these  mere  occasions,  When  the  extreme  necessities  of 
war  deiaand  tliat  those  Jaws  slioutd  be  partially  and  tem- 
porarily suspended,  as  the  only  means  of  eftecting  the 
public  sof^^  f   Does  the  gentleman  not  know,  that,  un- 
der every  form  of  Government,  and  in  every  country,  of 
which  history  has  kept  a  record,  this  power  lias  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  military  defenders  of  the  nation,  and  that, 
in  th«  very  nature  of  tilings,  it  must  be  exercised  by  everj* 
Gorernmeat  c1iai;^ed  with  the  duty,  the  sacred  duty,  of 
imintoiniDg  the  independence  and  preserving  the  ex* 
istence  of  the  body  politic  !    And  yet  tlie  genileman— 
such  is  lits  estimate  of  civil  liberty — would  prefer  the  du> 
minion  of  tlic  hereditary  monarcn,  exercising  the  power 
uf  unlimited  taxation  in  peace  and  in  war,  without  any 
limitation,  either  as  to  time  or  circumstances,  and  without 
consulting  the  Uepresentativea  of  the  People,  to  the  free- 
dom wc  enjoy  under  this  Government,  uiid  under  the  mi- 
litary usages  which  have  been  habitually  recognized  ant^ 
sanctioned  by  this  whole  Peoplr,  and  by  all  their  public 
functionaries.    Sir,  if  this  be  the  opinion  which  that  gen- 
tleman entertains  of  civil  liberty,  1  do  not  envy  him  the 
exclunve  enjoyment  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  piit  it  to  the  gentleman  to  state  what  Infer- 
ence he  means  to  draw  in  reference  to  the  merits  of  this 
claim,  from  bis  argument,  or  more  properly,  his  declama- 
tion, un  the  subject  of  this  military  power.  He  laya  it  is 
a  power  extremely  dangerous.  1  grant  that  in  the  fullest 
extent.  Yet,  as  the  gentleman  has  been  constrained 
to  adntit  that  it  is  a  power  that  must  be  exercised  in 
cases  of  extreme  emei^ncy,  and  has  not  pretended  to 
deny  the  existence  of  such  emergency  in  the  case 
we  are  considering,  how  is  the  clum  of  the  individual 
snflbrer  iiiTalidated  by  the  fact  that  the  iniut^  he  sus- 
tained was  iitflicted  in  the  exercise  of  a  delioate  and 
dfcngerous  power  *  Suppose,  sir,  it  be  granted  that  (he 
impressment  was  strictly  ille^l,  i.and  I  am  not  disposed 
todfspute  aboift  terms.)  can  it  be  seriously  believed  that 
the  right  of  the  individual  to  indeinnificittiun-<— a  right  ex- 
fircBsty  guarantied  by  the  Constitution — can  be  impaired 
by  tlie  admission  '    Is  he  to  be  gi-avely  told  by  thts  Go- 


part  of  this  Union  i  and  I  should  regard  it  as  a  disgrskce 
to  the  Government,  if  it  were  to  renise  its  sanction  to  ibitB 
among  other  cases,  of  a  similar  nature,  and  to  attempt  to 
avoid  payingtheclumof  tlie  petitioner  upon  the  maeni- 
ble  subterfuge  of  the  technical  dlegality  ofthe  impressmcat. 

Having  exposed  the  drift  and  inconsistency  of  the  te- 
marks  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York,  the  object  I  had 
in  view  in  riwng  is  accomplished.  1  did  not  intend,  whea 
I  rose,  to  utter  a  word  on  the  merits  of  this  claim,  but  to 
limit  myself  to  the  task  of  proving  that  the  speech  of  Ata 
gentleman  from  New  Yoric  was  neither  consistent  wUb 
Itself,  nor  with  his  general  course  in  relatkm  to  nmilar 
claims.  On  Ahe  intrinsic  merits  of  the  claim,  I  think  it 
would  be  difficult  tu  speak  pertinently  to  the  question 
more  than  fifteen  minutes.  In  conclusion,  1  will  submit 
a  word  or  two — contrary  to  my  intention  when  I  rose — ■ 
upon  the  principle  which  ought,  in  my  opinion*  to  govern 
the  decinon  uf  the  Committee. 

Evety  gentl^nan  who  has  participated  in  tlusdebate* 
there  may  be  possibly  a  single  exception — ^has  admitted 
unequivocally  that  negro  slaves  arc  property.  Then,  nr, 
I  submit  thU  question  to  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 
claim.  If  the  other  property  impressed  be  the  proper 
subject  of  indemnification,  upon  what  principle  can  tliU 
species  of  property  be  excluded  from  the  bteneflt  of  a  k- 
milar  indemnity  ?  The  injury  ia  the  same  to  the  owner — 
the  benefit  is  the  same  to  the  Government — and  it  is  !»• 
possible  to  re^st  tlie  claim,  disguise  it  as  we  mi^,  but  up- 
on the  latent  assumption  that  negro  slaves  are  not  proptr* 
ty.  I  therefore  hope  that  those  gentlemeo  wlu>  tuTC 
conceded  to  them  the  character  of  property,  will  exhibit 
a  consistency  between  their  wordi  and  their  acUon^  bj 
Totiag  for  the  proposed  amendment 

Mr.  STORES,  said  that  the  gentleman  from  ^oalh 
Carolina  had  misandeistood  turn,  or  he  would  bare  sees 
the  ground  on  which  he  had  ^wn  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  impressment  of  other  property  and  the  in- 
pressment  of  a  slave.  1  said  express^,  observed  Hr.  S.» 
that,  if  I  were  an  ofitcer,  and  a  pressing  emergency  pre- 
sented itsell^  i  would  myself  take  private  properly  fcr 
the  public  use,  and. trust  to  my  GorcmiBent  for  indcnoi^. 
I  have  always  voted  to  indemnify  officers  for  so  doiae 
where  I  lliought  that  necessity  justified  the  act,  and 
where  no  great  principle  was  nutated.  I  stated,  the 
other  day,  tliat  if  the  officer  had  exercised  his  disCTetica 
in  ft  fair  and  proper  manner,  we  arc  bound  to  iodeanKy 
him  i  but  to  indemnify  him  as  a  trespasser — and  because 
he  could  have  no  other  indemnity  than  tliat  which  p»> 
ceeded  from  our  act.  Tliis  is  the  principle  which  is  con- 
tended against  now.  I  think  the  exerciie  of  such  poiret 
is  an  evil ;  but  if  it  is  fairly  exercised,  I  would  never  re- 
tUse  to  indemnify  the  officer.  I  voted  to  indemuiry  Gcl 
Swartwout,  and,  on  another  occasion,  to  Indemnify  Gea- 
Brown  ;  hut  1  said,  in  relation  to  slaves,  I  never  wouU 
consent  tliat  an  officer  should  exercise  this  discrctiaa. 


vernment,  "true,  sir,  your, property  has  been  seized,  and  !  It  is  too  dangerous.    The  safety  of  alarge  portion  of  tiiW 


converted  to  the  milituy  use  uf  the  Republic,  but  as  it 
was  illegally  taken,  you  mu&t  pocket  the  injury,  and  rest 
satisfied  with  the  consoling  reflection,  that  the  Govern* 
ment  had  no  legal  right  to  take  it  ^"  I  am  astonished  to 
hear  such  a  solemn  mockery  of  argument  advanced,  or  in 
any  degree  countenanced  oii  this  fioor.  It  h:ui  been  urged, 
-indeed,  that  tlie  refusal  to  indemnify  the  sufferer  is  the 
true  mode  of  securii^  tiie  rights  of  slave-holders  from 
sindlar  inva^ns  in  (iiture  of  their  rights  of  property.  It 
-would  be  Just  ss  reasonable  to  say  that  the  best  mode  of 
suppressing  highway  robbery  would  be  lo  publish  a  de- 
claration (hat  robberies  of  a  certain  description  would  not 
be  punished. 

I'he  impresuuent  in  Question  was  mods  under  circum- 
stances  which  Aimished  the  strongest  possible  JustiKcii- 
tion  ofthe  officer,  It  was  essential  to  defend  from  pil- 
lage and  deaDlatton  a  city  wliicli  is  the  key  to  on«-ttiird 


Union  is  too  deeply  concerned  ;  and  lliough  I  would  ia- 
demnify  for  the  taking  of  other  property,  1  would  al*a;» 
make  this  an  exception.  This  was  the  gToun<l  I  too^ 
and  ill  this  doctrine  I  can  perceive  nothing  to  justifv  a 
charge  of  inconsistency — if  there  is  inconsistency  in  uii^ 
the  gcntlsman  from  South  Carolina  has,  indeed,  aben 
me  to  be  so  i  but  1  cannot  consider  tlie  ni^estion  as  aiy 
thing  more  than  the  very  common  parliiunentaty  a^u- 
ment  to  refute  a  proposition  that  can  be  successfully  ita: 
in  no  other  way, 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  rejoined. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  now  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding as  he  said  to  shew  the  inconsistency  and  contra- 
diction which  had  been  manifested  by  the  gentleman 
New  York,  when  he  ytflhled  the  flour  to 

Mr.  HAiillLTO!^,  who  moved  thai,  as  tlic  liOiu  «^ 
now  late,  the  Committee  should  rise 
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.  The  Committee  rose  acoor4tRKlyt  reported  progress, 
and  asked  love  to  sit  sgsin  t  and  the  quost'ion  beiii^  on 
rrantin;  leave,  it  passed  in  the  neputiver— Ayes  69,  Noes 

Mr.  HANDOLPH  now  moved  to  diseharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideraUon  of  the 
bill  ftnd  amendment,  and  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to 
tbe  Committee  en  Claims {  but. 

Mr.  UcDUFflfi  ezpressinga  desire  that  the  bill  sliould 
now  pass, 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  divided  his  motion,  and  tlie  qoeation 
being  put  oil  (Uschat^ging  the  Cominittee,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mp.  RANDOLPH  then  said,  I  now  renew  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill — and  I  will  state  my  reasons  for  making 
it.  I  said,  when  r  attempted  to  exculpate  myself  from 
the  implied  oensare  of  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  t  did  not  read  the  reports  of  tbe  committees,  but  I 
did  not  mean,  by  this,  that  I  did  not  look  at  tiie  facta  in 
the  cases  on.  which  they  report— my  habit  is  to  look  at 
the  evidence  and  to  look  at  the  bill,  and  then  to  tnist  to 
the  discussion  for  the  rest  i  because,  air,  there  is  a  phyu- 
cal  impossibility  that  I  should  read  all  we  print  (for 
■whose  benefit  1  don't  know,  certainly  not  for  ours,  or  the 
People's.]  Dut  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  there  is  in  this 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims— what  riball  1  call  it  ? 
I  wiH  not  give  it  any  character — but  it  is  reasoning  that  1 
cannot  Mibfcribe  to.  The  report  would  have  m  pay  for 
the  cart  and  horse,  but  n«t  for  the  sUve — but  the  owner 
htA  the  one  as  well  as  the  other— and  I  used  the  msxim 
inter  arma  silenl  legea  as  stating  the  lact,  not  justifying  it- 
he  has 'lost  his  propei^^— it- is  gone— 4t  wenty^^wtte 
bellot  and  the  sole  ptrint  u,  shall  he  be  paid  for  K  ?  Whe- 
ther taken  lawfully  or  unlawfiillv,  still  it  must  be  paid 
for— if  it  was  Uke<i  lawfully  it  ahou!d  be.  as  my  colleague 
{Mr.P.P.  BARBSva]  has  conclusively  proved — asheproves 
every  thing— then,  a  fortiori,  it  should  be  paid  for  if 
taken  untawfully.  It  is  because  I  dissent  from  the  doc- 
trine in  the  report  that  1  have  now  moved  to  re-commit 
the  bill  and  report— and  why  re'Commit  i  Because,  if  we 
refiise  to  do  su,  we  do  practically  susttun  the  doctrine 
and  adopt  the  reasoning  of  the  Committee.  I  thought  I 
heard,  substantially,  the  same  doctrine  on  a  question  in 
comparison  to  which  even  that  between  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  and  the  gemleman  from  South  Carolina 
is  oflittle  moment— I  mean  thequestion,  who  shall  he  the 
next  ruler  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment. 
>Ie  did  not  desire^'after  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place,  to  liave  a  decision  defeated  by.  any  interlocutory 
matter  or  measure.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  disposed 
uf  until  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  taking  the  question 
upon  it. 

[Mr.  RANDOLPH  here,  speaking  across,  said,  Lwill 
wHbdraw  it,  then.  Mr.  HAMILTON  expressing  some  sur- 
prise at  tbe  ihtemiptioii— Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  not  decUi^ 
cd  his  willingness  to  withdraw  the  motion  from  the  least 
unwiHsngness  to  fisten  to  the  remarks  irf  tite  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.] 

Ur.  HAMILTON  resumed.  I  am  persuailcd  it  cannot 
t>e  from  impatience  to  hear,  that  the  gentleman  was  so 
hasty  in  withdrawing  ;  for,  surely,  if  one  good  turn  de- 
•erres  another,  that  gentleman  ouglit  to  be  the  last  to  re- 
fuse that  attention  to  others  which  he  alwsys  receives 
hinuelf.  I  hope.  Sir,  when  the  whole  ailment  is  clean 
-when  the  battle  has  been  fought  and  the  field  is  jnst 
about  to  be  decided,  that  the  bill  will  not  be  recommit- 
led.  After  I  fight  a  battle,  I  wisli  either  to  beat  or  be 
beaten. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  now  renewed  the  motion  which 
Mr.  RjiVDOLTH  had  withdrawn,  to  recommit  the  bill. 
He  desired  this,  in  order  that  the  Committee  of  Claims,  as 
welt » the  Houte,  might  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  cvirect 


view  of  the  facts. '  This  they  had  not  yet  had,  for  want 
of  the  necemary  teuimony,  and  it  was  a  rule  in  all  the 
Committee*  tjfmc  Hoviw,  where  testimony  was  not  suffi- 
cient fully  to  establish  the  claim,  to  make  an  unfkvourable 
report  ;  but,  then,  they  do  not  turn  away  the  claimant  by 
a  final  rejection  :  tliey  determine  on  the  principle  involv- 
ed in  his  claim,  and  he  may  afterwards  farther  esUblish 
his  facts,  if  he  can.  If  there  is  a  disposition  in  this  House, 
mid  Mr.  W.,  to  pay  fbr  theltns  or  injury  of  this  property, 
the  case  at  least  should  be  scrutinized  by  the  same  ni.le 
as  other  cases.  If  this  is,  indeed,  a  case  of  impressment 
the  Committee  should  have  evidence  that  snch  was  tlje 
fact.  The  impressment  is  the  leading  fact  in  the  case, 
and  the  impressment  is  not  proved.  It  surely  does  not 
follow,  because  the  dave  is  property,  and  because  he  was 
iiyured  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  that,  therefore, 
be  must  have  been  impretKd  into  that  service.  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  know  whether  his  master  did  not  take  or  send 
him  voluntarily  into  the  public  service  ;  whether  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  risk  or  not  t  and  on  this  point  tbe  Com- 
mittee are  \i-ithout  any  satisfactory  evidence. 

Mr.  GURLEY,  oF  Lou.  now  dewred  to  renew  in  the 
House  tbe  amendment  he  had  offered  in  tbe  Committee  i 
but  the  motion  was  declared  not  in  order  until  the  recom- 
mitment was  decided  on. 

Ur.  H'DUFFIG  would  add  one  word.  Would  the  re- 
commitment gratify  the  gentleman  from  the  Committee 
of  Cliums  ?  if  not,  he  could  see  no  good  result  from  it — ' 
what  are  we  to  refer  ?  The  Committee  have  reported  in 
favor  of  paying  for  the  cart  and  horse,  and  the  self-Mme 
principle  is  involved  in  paying  for  the  slave. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied— The  Committee  have  no 
evidence  that  the  slave  who  was  injured  was  in  possession 
of  the  cart  and  horse.  There  were  five  slaves  taken — but 
whether  this  slave,  or  some  other  of  tbe  five,  was  with 
the  cart  when  it  was  taken,  does  not  appear.  The  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  have  neve*  reported  favorably 
where  the  evidence  was  imperfact— nor  has  the  House 
ever  sanctioned  aoch  a  praotioe.  Let  the  owner  come 
here  and  fill  the  chasm  m  the  testimony,  and  then  ttie 
Committee  can  report  with  proper  facts  in  their  posses- 
sion. Mr.  W.  disclaimed  every  thing  like  irritated  feel- 
ing in  relation  to  this  case — and  regretted  that  lie  could 
not  have  had  an  opportunity,  at  a  proper  period  of  the 
debate,  of  expressing  more  fully  his  views.  He  would 
not  now  detain  the  House  lo  do  so,  and  he  COncliid- 
ed  by  expressing  his  Itope  that  the  Hoube  would  Mt 
refuse  to  the  Committee  the  testimony  which  they  o^l- 
ed  for. 

Mr.  H  iMILTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
been  unfortunate,  to  say  no  mure,  in  selecting  this  late 
hour  to  decUre,  fur  the  first  time,  the  defect  in  testimony 
to  which  he  has  now  alluded.  If  the  Committee  doubl- 
ed the  competence  of  the  evidence  before  them,  he  (Mr. 
H.)  had  certainly  "never  heard  of  it  before.  How  soon 
could  the  gentleman  have  cut  sliort  the  debate  which  tiad 
so  long  agitated  the  House,  if  he  had  apprised  them  tliat 
they  were  all  this  while  discusing  a  case  which,  after  all, 
was  purely  hypothetical.  But  now — at  the  moment  tbe 
final  blow  is  about  to  struck,  he  makes  an  i4>jection  to  the 
testimony  of  the  facts.  Sir,  I  am  of>poBed  to  the  recom- 
mitment. I  do  not  wish  to  have  a  side-blow  like  tliis  if. 
ter  a  disctission  of  five  days.  If  the  gentleman  has  Mny- 
thing  to  say  relating  to  the  certificate  on  file,  let  htm  say 
it,  and  let  us  have  a  deciMon. 

Mr.  GURLEY  now  said,  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  intimated  that  the  testimony  ofthe  impressment 
was  inconiplete,  he  would,  forhissatittaction  on  this  point, 
send  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  number  of  affidavits  going 
most  fully  to  settle  that  point—and  which  he  desired  to 
have  read. 

The  affidavits  were  about  lobe  read,  when  an'iid< 
journment  took  place. 
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MILITIA  COURTS  MARTIAL. 

The  TleuH  agftin  resumed  the  cnnsidention  of  the 
molutioft,  moved  by  Mr.  Suaicx,  of  Ohii^  on  tbe  11th 
instant : 

And  the  question  bein^f  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  WtcKxiPViB,  on  the  14th  instant,  to  strike  out  from 
the  resolution  all  that  part  of  it  after  the  word  **  deci- 
sions," and  to  insert  the  following,  to  wit  : 

"And  also  to  furnish  copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  and 
doeomeotst  relating  to  said  Court  Martial ;  copies  of  all 
orders^  reneral  or  special,  made  or  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dient  of  tne  United  Ststes,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
concemiAg-  or  relating  to  the  length  of  service  of  the  de- 
tachment of  the  Teni'-'flee  Militia,  detailed  under  the  or- 
der of  the  Governor  uf^id  State,  inuedon  the  twentieth 
day  of  Uuy,  one  thouaend  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  afterwards  placed  under  tfie  immediate  command  of 
lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin  t  also,  copies  of  the 
multM-  and  pay  rolls  of  said  mititiamen,  which  may  be  on 
file  in  the  Department  of  War 

Mr.  8L0ANB  aaid,  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  re- 
mark, -that,  as  there  was  no  diflTmnce  between  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WickuvveI  (who  had  yes- 
terday moved  an  amendment  to  tbe  resolution)  and  him- 
•elf^  ai  to  tbe  object  in  view,  he  was  prepared  to  adopt 
the  amendment,  and  he  hatl  tberefore  modified  hia  reso- 
lution au  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

"And  to  funush  copies  of  any  oRlersof  tiie  President 
or  Recretary  of  War,  by  which,  in  the  eiercise  of  the 
dtacretion  vested  in  the  President  by  the  8th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  ISth  April,  1814,  the  term  nf  service  of  the 
Tennessee  Militia  iTiay  have  been  extended  beyond  three 
months  t  and  if  no  such  order  exist  on  file  in  the  War 
Department,  to  slate  that  &ct  to  this  House  t  and^  also, 
to  nmUsb  copies  of  any  eocTespondenoe  in  the  War  De- 
partment between  the  Fr^dent  or  Secretaiy  of  War, 
and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  hte  war,  on 
the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  drafted  militia  of  said 
Htate  should  be  required  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  SUtea." 

After  some  explanation  between  tbe-SpuKu,  Mr. 
Sutan,  and  Mr.  Wieran^  as  to  the  effect  of  the  mo- 
digestion— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  bad  an  amemlment  to  offer 
to  the  resolution,  which  would  afford  the  gentlenan  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  WicKLivva]  time  to  examine  and  under 
stand  it,  m  its  present  form,  as  it  had  been  modiScd  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sw^ifs.]  He  waa  pleas- 
ed that  such  a  resolution  had  been  moved,  because  the 
subject  had  slreadv  excited  much  public  interest  t  indeed, 
it  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  nation.  He 
wished  tu  luve  presented  before  the  American  Peeple 
the  documents,  and  all  the  documents,  which  related  to 
this  trHisaotion. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  terais  of  the  resolution,  in  its 
original  form,  that  its  intention  wu  rather  to  imphcate  the 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee  than  tbe  distinguished  indivi- 
dual who  Was  now  so  oonspicuously  witbm  the  public 
view.  Kven  in  its  present  modified  state,  it  does  not  em- 
brace all  tbe  documents  which  it  is  proper  we  should  ob- 
tun.  The  People  of  this  country  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
every  thing  which  relates  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
that  individual.  It  was  necessary,  therefor^  that  the 
whole  case  should  be  brought  before  this  House,  and  the 
public.  [He  then  moved'  an  amendment,  which  called 
ftir  ft  eopy  of  the  order  issued  by  Governor  Blount  to 
General  Jackson.} 

-Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  state  his  reason  for  this  motion 
He  hsd  observed  in  the  public  papers,  some  time  ago,  a 
copy  of  tile  order  insued  by  Governor  Blount  to  General 
Jackson,  in  May,  1814.   If  this  copy  were  authcnti<>-and 


he  had  no  nascn  to  doubt  its  aatbenticaty— it  wouM  east 
a  blaie  of  light  upon  the  subject  If  any  penoa  coald, 
by  posstbtllity,  be  ImpTicated,  it  would  be  Gov.  Blosmt, 
anii  not  General  Jackson.  ,         i_  • 

In  that  order,  the  Governor  explicitly  declares.  tl»t  it 
was  issued  in  eompfiance  with  the  requiwlieti  of  Major 
Genend  Pinekney.   It  commanded  General  Jack«on  to 
order  out  one  thoasand  men. of  the  second  dtviason  of 
Tennessee  miliba,  for  the  term  of  six  months,  uol«e  'bey 
should  be  sooner  discharged  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    And  it  declared,  that  this  latitude,  m  rcUUon 
to  the  call,  had  been  given  by  instnietiona  from  the  wer 
Department.   It  wdl  be  recollected,  that  General  Jack- 
son was,  at  that  time,  an  ofRoer  in  the  m.litia,  and  not  of 
the  n>galar  army.    He  was  bound  to  obey  this  order  of 
the  Governor  o*  his  own  State  i  and  it  could  never  have 
occHn«d  to  him  to  inqoite  whether  that  officer  h^Iaw- 
fttl  authority  to  issue  it.  especially  when  «poo  »ti  f«c^  it 
contained  an  exptessiecitalof  such  authonty.  If  ib»order 
did  issue,  it  wiH-sbew  conclu«»ely  that,  if.ibepc  be  any 
question  m  the  case,  it  has  an  immediate  bewing  upcn 
Gov.  Blount,  and  not  upon  General  Jackson,    Mr.  B. 
wished  to  have  a.  copy  of  iWs  older.   No  doubt  the  tr- 
emor had  transmHted  it  to  tbe  War  Depa^nent.  uad^ 
whose  authority  be  had  be^n  acting.    Mr.  B.  coiicludoi 
by  expreHing  a  hope  that  the  genUeman  from  Otaa 
[Mr,  Smaks]  would  accept  bis  amendment  aa  a  raodifr 
cation  of  the  resolution.  _  r  .»„ 

Mr.  SLOANS  now  signified  his  acceptance  of  Uk 
modification  proposed  by  Mn  Bcoa*H*s,andtbc  resolu- 
tion having  been  read,  as  modified—  _  -  ^ 

Mr.  WICKUFFB  moved  to  amend  it.  by  striking  out 
the  following  :  „  .    _     . ,  

"And  to  furnish  copies  of  any  orders  of  the  PresKlcnt 
or  Secretary  of  War,  by  which,  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  President,  by  the  eighth  acQtioo  rf 
the  set  of  leth  April,  1814,  tbe  term  of  service  of  ^ 
Tennessee  MiKtia  may  have  been  extended  bcyonU  tteee 
months  }  and,  if  no  such  order  exists  on  file  m  Uie  Wtr 
Department,  to  state  that  fact  to  this  House  =  And  alsoj^ 
futnish  copies  of  any  correapondence  m  the  War  de- 
partment between  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  duriim  Oie  .  ™V ^ 
(he  iiibiect  of  the  time  which  tbe  diafed  miBtia  of  «ud 
State  should  be  required  to  aerve  m  the  armies  ol  tae 
United  SUtes."  . 

In  support  of  this  amendment, 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said,  he  had  risen  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  gentleman's  resolution  as  mom  tnoAfi- 
ed.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  resolution  wbioh 
calls  upon  the  flecretaiy  of  War  for  copies  of  any  order* 
made  by  the  President,  under  the  discretion  given  by  the 
act  of  1814,  by  which  the  length  of  service  of  the  Ten- 
nessee militia  waa  extended,  and  also  copies  of  the  cor- 
reapondence  between  Governor  Blount  and  the  De|>ttt- 
ment  of  War.  upon  the  length  of  time  which  the  niBba 
of  Teimeasee  were  bound  to  serve. 

I  wilC  said  Ifr.  W.  briefly  state  my  reason  for  this  mo- 
tion. I  have  no  dUpoaition  to  discuas  the  roents  or  pomt 
to  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  this  resolution.  I  wouid 
rather  leave  that  task  to  the  People  i  thej;  will  not  &il 
correctly  to  appreciste  the  great  public  WHity  to  be  pro- 
moted by  the  important  disclosures  which  are  to  tottow 
the  gentleman'a  call  for  information.  ... 

.  The  mover  of  this  resolution  svowed  his  object  to  be  a 
desire  to  obtain  all  the  inftirmation  in  the  Department  of 
War,  connected  with  the  CoTirt  Martial  and  the  Ax  mUi- 
tiamen.  His  resolution,  if  n.odified  as  proposed  by  me, 
will  give  him  all  the  documents  which  belong  to  that  sub- 
ject. He  desires  a  copy  of  *'any  order  or  regulation 
made  by  the  Presideni.  under  the  act  of  lSi4,"by  which 
tbe  term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  miKuawsa  extended 
to  six  morilhs.   I  un  satiafted,  and  so  must  be  the  gctdk- 
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nian,  tliat  no  sucli  order  erer  was  madr,  either  as  relates 
to  the  militia  of  Tennessee  orany  other  State,  sare  to  the 
requisitions  which  may  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  upon  the  Executive  of  the  rvipective  States,  by  the 
letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  calline  upon  them  to  de- 
tail their  quota  of  men.  Why  then  call  for  a  copy  of  a  pa- 
per which  we  beliere,  and  which  the  public  have  been 
mtaured,  doei  not  and  never  did  exist '  If  sudi  an  order 
were  on  file,  vould  we  have  the  call  for  Tt  >  I  will  not 
answer  the  question.  If  i|  ig  not  there,  I  am  to  be  told 
the  Secretary  w  called  tipon  to  atate  the  beta. "  We 
ask  for  a  thing-  which  we  know  we  cannot  get  j  and  if  we 
could  get  it  we  would  not  ask  it. 
.  The  object  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed  by  the 

f;emleinan  from  Ohio,  ii  to  ascertain  the  main  fact,  liow 
ong  these  men,  I  mean  the  six  militia  men,  were  bound 
to  serve.  To  obtain  this  object,  can  it  be  Beceasary  to 
call  upon  the  Secretary  to  inform  ui  that  President  Madi- 
son and  the  Secretary  of  War  failed  to  discharge  their 
duty  in  omittmg  to  enter  upon  the  records  of  the.  Office 
of  Wat,  that  the  militia  called  into  ierrice  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  should  serve  six  months,  three  months,  or 
an^  other  .term  of  time  ?  I  repeat,  the  important  fact  in 
tbis  invatigalion  is  to  know  whether  the  detachment  of 
■iilitia,  of  which  the  six  sliot  for  mutiny  and  desertion 
were  a  part,  were  called  into  service  for  six  months.  An 
answer  to  tliis  question,  full  and  complete,  nrast  be  given 
in  responding  to  the  resolution  as  proposed  to  be  modifi- 
ed. If  the  gentleman's  object  was  a  reformation  of  the 
mimia  law  ot  the  last  war,  which  has  performed  iU  func- 
tions {  if  he  designed'  to  arraign  the  then  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  hU  Secretary  of  War,  for  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  perhaps  the  information  sought  might  be 
proper  as  a  preliminary  step.  No  such  purpose  is  intend* 
.ed  or  expected.  I  do  not  tmderatand  this  resolution  to 
to  be  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  disiiogiusbed  citi- 
,jieo  who  then  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 

Unless  gentlcmrn  will  close  their  eye^  It  is  impossible 
iiot  to  see  its  tendency.    It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  iL  Why 
has  this  business  slept  so  long  }   Why  has  it  not  exited 
the  patriotic  sensibilities  of  the  statesmen  who  have  £!• 
.led  this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years  ?   Is  there  a  mem- 
.  ber  on  tfiis  floor  who  does  not  believe  the  effect  of  this 
.  Resolution  is  mmt  anxiously  looked  t^,  as  ^palling  to 
.  tbe  hopes  of  the  gentleman  whose  fame  has  been  assul- 
ed  by  evei^  art  which  intrigue  and  falsehood  could  in* 
^  vent I  wdl  not  say  that  such  is  the  deuie  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  or  those  here  who  act  with  him. 

1  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Hr.  W.,  to  strip  this  sub- 
ject  of  all  extraneous  matter.  I  wisli  to  present  it  naked 
,  to  the  public  eye.  The  man  whose  character  has  been 
assailed  on  account  of  the  execution  of  the  nx  mUiliamen, 
seeks  no  concealment.  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  occa^ons  when  he  has  been  engaged  ia  tbe  aeryice 
of  his  countiy,  will  stand  the  test  of  human  scruUny  and 
.of  time. 

I  object  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  calls  for 
the  correspondence  between  Govpmor  Blount  and  the 
Secretaiy  of  War,  for  the  same  reasons.  That  corres- 
■pondence  has  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  six  militiamen.  It 
relates  exclusively  to  other  detachments  of  militia,  cal- 
led  into  service  under  the  authority  of  the  State.  When 
the  Creek  Indians  commenced  hostilities  and  threatened 
devastation  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Southwest,  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  truly  gallant  and  pattiotio  Stale,  with 
promptitude  which  did  honor  to  its  members,  called 
(Rit  the  militia,  without  regard  as  to  the  duration  of  ser- 

.  vice,  and  placed  them  under  the  command  of  a  General 

-who,; was  destined  to  conquer.  Borne  of  the  troops  were 
detailed  for  three  months,  some  for  six  months,  others 

Jbr  no  definite  period.  These, troops  were  sflerward  or- 
dmd  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales.  In  the  midst 

jOf  difficuUies  which  no  other  man  but  Jackson  would 


have  Burmoimted — in  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country— 
with  a  starving  and  lufTering  soldiery,  unable  to  advance, 
and  unwilling  to  retreat,  the  lime  for  which  tbe  greater 
portion  of  his  men  had  agreed  to  serve  was  about  to  ex- 
pire, or  had  expired:  then  it  was  that  the  correspond- 
ence wliich  gentlemen  so  much  desire,  commenced :  then 
it  was  tliut  it  became  a  matter  of  enquiry  with  the  Com- 
mandlii;;'  Gv-neral,  the  Government,  and  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  what  length  of  time  these  Tennessee  militia  were 
bound  to  ser\'e.  What  has  this  to  do  with  tbe  six  mili- 
tiamen who  were  detailed  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  on  the  30th  June,  181.4)  for  a  six 
months'  tour. 

This  corresponrlence  has  been  seized,  (by  those  whoM 
employments  for  the  luet  twelve  months  has  been  to  mis* 
lead  the  public  mind,]  and  connected  with  the  militia 
who  mutinied  at  Fort  Sirolher,  in  September,  1814.  This 
correspondence  has  furnished  aliment  for  tbe  malice 
which  has  been  employed  in  the  abuse  of  that  man  whose 
reputation  is  tbe  property  of  his  countiy.  We  have 
heard  it  said,  and  seen  it  publidied,  that  these  militiamen 
bad  served  out  their  time,  and  that  Jackson  had  IQegally 
and  wantonly  shed  tbe  innocent  blood  of  bis  fellow  men> 

Ves,  sir,  after  this  misrepresentation  had  gone'  tbe 
rounds,  during  the  late  Summer's  campaign,  with  oold 
reluctance,  afTer  persevering  application,  we  were  infima* 
ed,  officially,  that  tbfijr  were  mustered  into  tbe  aenrilce 
for  six  months. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  call  for  this  correspondence,  not 
because  I  dread  iU  disclosure  t  no,  sir,  it  has'  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.  It  will  only  mislead  tlie  public 
mind.  If  it  is  given  connected  with  that  of  Gen.  Jack> 
son  upon  the  same  subject,-  it  will  shed  a  lustre  upon  the 
talents  and  patriotism  of  him  whose  destruction  seems 
to  be  essential  to  the  future  hopes  of  others.  We  will 
ace,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  true  Uoman. 
one  "  who  possesses  more  of  the  devoted  feeling  whieh 
in  the  lore  of  countiy  fii^feU  self,  than  may  man  now 
living.*' 

Mr.  BELL  said.  It  would,  Ilerhap^  not  be  hi  order  to 
enter  into  any  general  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  re- 
solution,  nor  of  the  objecU  intended  to  be  attained  by  it, 
further  than  might  be  necessary  to  express  his  views,  brief- 
ly, of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  gentleman  fivro  Kentucky,  so  far  as  tt  proposed  to 
strike  out  those  wordi^  which,  if  adopted  as  part  of-  the 
resolution,  would  give  the  Secretaiy  of  War  any  htitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  be  found  upon  record  in 
bis  Department.  I  certainly  would  not  think  of  intruding 
myself  for  one  moment  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
said  Ur.  B.  seeing  so  many  abler  men  around  me  ready  to 
take  up  the  subject,  if  1  did  not  perceive  that  the  pur- 
pose or  th«  resolution  may  be  to  arraign,  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  public^  the  character  of  a  distinguished  ci- 
tizen, who  resides  in  my  own  immediate  neighborhood. 
Under  this  impression,  I  feel  myself  callad  upon  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  notice  an  attack  made  on  hin^  which  I 
conceive  to  be  unmerited  and  uigust,  for  the  same  reason 
that  I  Would  feel  it  my  duty  to  defSmd  the  repatation  of 
every  other  private  citizen  of  the  distrtet  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  represent,  and  who  could  not  be  heard  in  his  own 
defence  on  this  fioor.  I  acknowledge,  however,  that  I 
may  possibly  do  injustice  to  the  intentions  of  the  mover 
of  the  resoluliob,  in  supposing  that  the  conduct  of  the 
distinguished  individual  I  have  alluded  to^  is  alone  to  be 
tbe  subject  of  investigation.  Judging  from  what  ap- 
pears upon  the  lace  of  the  resolution,  and  the  imperfect 
avowal  of  the  mover,  as  to  what  may  be  his  motive,  it  is 
left  doubtful  whether  one  or  all  of  several  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  are  intended  to  be  tbe  object  of  attack.  It 
may  be  inter,ded  to  disturb  the  repose  of  a  late  President 
of  the  United  States:  fur,  if  it  shall  turn  out  to  be  true, 
that  Hr.  Madison  ^d  permit  a  8ecrei«i7  of  War  to  invest 
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the  Gorernor  of  >  State,  during  the  bte  war,  with  im- 
portant diMretionaiy  powerS)  witnout  his  authority,  and 
tuflered  a  large  detachment  of  militia  to  be  called  into 
service  for  the  purpose  of  manning  several  important 
pests,  situated  at  a  ^at  distance  from  the  BtatcH  from 
ivhence  they  were  drawn,  without  ^ving'  any  instruction 
for  retaining  them  in  service  for  six  months,  when  it  is 
erident  Uut  the  ihorter  term  of  three  month*  must  have 
been  chiefly  consumed  in  distributing  them  among  the 
posts  to  which  they  were  ordered,  then  was  he  eunty  of 
11  most  gross  and  criminal  omission  of  duty.  If  a  late  Se- 
cretary of  War  proceeded  to  exercise  such  extensive 
powers  without  the  sanction  of  the  President,  or  failed  to 
renew  hit  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  ae- 
CCTdii^  to  the  requintiora  of  the  law,  and  the  exigencies 


reputation  of  a  private  citizen,  who,  for  tome  c*u»e  or 
other,  has  become  obnoxious  to  them  f  I  would  not  be 
understood  as  speabinj;  harahly  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  antidpation  of  what  his  opinions  may  be.  I  do  niA 
pretend  to  know  what  his  opinions  or  prejudices  iflay  be 
upon  this  subject,  nor  is  it  material  to  the  argument  wlie- 
Iher  they  are  one  way  or  the  other ;  my  purpose,  in  ad- 
dressing the  House,  beinp  not  to  oppose  the  utm— t  tati- 
lude  which  can  be  giv«n  tu  a  call  tor  facis,  frvtn  which 
we  have  nothing  to  fear,  but  to  ask  that  everj-  pretext 
shall  be  taken  away  from  tlie  honorable  SecreUrj',  for  it- 
tempting  to  astist  our  judgments,  by  the  exercise  of  bii 
own.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  fro  n  Ohio,  in  agt«e* 
in'g  to  modi^  the  resolution  in  one  point,  lias  acknow- 
ledged that  there  are  gentleman  o«  this  floor,  (of  cmuse 


of  the  war,  then  was  he  guilty  of  a  usurpstion  of  author!-  I  would  not  be  included  in  the  number,)  who  are  compe- 


ty,  or  a  neglect  of  an  important  duty.  I  confess  1  am  not 
rMdy  to  Bdmit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tennessee  could 
be  charged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  conduct,  in  pro- 
ceeding to  act  under  discretionary  powers,  conferred 
without  any  other  limit  as  to  the  time  in  which  they  were 
to  tie  considered  operative,  tlian  the  termination  of  the 
W,  even  if  the  fact  be  that  his  instructions  were  not  re* 
Hewed  in  the  Spriug  of  1814.  But  how  a  charge  of  im- 
proper conduct,  or  reaponsibility  for  the  blunders  and 
omissions  of  others,  if  any  such  there  were,  can  be  fixed 
upon  the  mere  instrument  and  organ  appointed  for  the  ex- 
oeution  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  liis  superiors  in  of- 
Sec )  how  mch  a  charge  can  be  fixed  upon  the  distinguish- 
ed indtridual  to  whom  1  have  more  than  once  alluded,  for 
retaining  in  service  the  detachment  of  militia  referred  to 
in  the  resolution,  during  a  term  of  six  months,  and  treat- 
ing them  accordingly,  when  is  known  that  he  ordered 
out  titat  detachment,  acting  then  as  Major  General  of  mi- 
litia, and  that,  in  dsing  so,  he  obeyed,  as  he  was  bound 
to  do,  an  ortlerfrom  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, expressly  etsting-,  upon  the  face  of  it,  that  the 
detachment  tms  to  serve  six  months,  a|id  that  the  Secre> 
tary  of  War  had  authorized  that  latitude  of  the  call,  is  to 
me  most  incomprehensible.  But  if  it  be  against  him  that 
lliis  resolution  is  intended  to  operate,  then  I  would  re- 


tent  to  decide  what  laws  were  in  force  fourteen  yesn 
ago,  and  under  what  laws  certain  important  arrangemenit 
were  made  for  the  pubhc  defence,  without  an  appeal  to 
the  learning  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  nu  disposition  to  delay  the  decision  of  this  (pies- 
tion,  by  any  farther  discussion  of  it  on  mypart.  I  ««iM, 
however,  respectfully  suggest  to  the  mover  of  the  restf- 
lulion,  that  if  he  still  thinks  any  great  public  interest 
can  be  secured,  by  altemptin^  tu  bring  down  reproach 
upon  the  character  of  the  distinguished  citizen  so  often 
alluded  to,  his  patriotic  intentions  will  be  best  promotwl, 
by  avoiding  all  suspicion  of  unfuir  dealing  in  the  process 
which  riwll  be  adopted  for  tliat  purpose  :  for  I  aeiiroely 
need  remind  that  gentleman,  that,  by  a  vety  large  pro- 
portion of  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  States,  he  is 
thoii|^t  to  have  deserved  well  of  his  country  :  nay,  I  «» 
convinced  they  would  believe  with  reluctance  tliat  be 
was  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  and,  if  I  am  not 
greatlj  deceived,  Ute  nation  at  Itrgo  could  not  see  b« 
with  deep  concern,  one  of  the  chief  pillars  of  its  &me 
broken  down;  and  cast  into  the  mass  of  neglected  nib- 
bisli. 

In  what  1  hnve  said  at  this  time,  I  have  endeavored  to 
avoid  all  criminator)'  rpflecliona,  being  sensible,  as  1  ans 
of  the  serious,  the  deep  responsibility  which  will  be  io- 


mind  gentlemen  that  tliey_  begin  their  attacks  at  the  curred  to  this  House  and  tu  this  country,  by  tatm  wtw 
wnmg  end,  and  tfaat  there  is  but  little  magnanimity  in  \  shall  persist  in  provoking  a  kind  of  disCUf^on,  tentfin|r 


Striking  at  the  tail,  instead  of  the  head,  of  the  offending 
series  of  public  agents. 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  and  we  shall  know  more, 
and  hear  more,  too,  perhaps,  upon  this  subject,  when  the 
Secretarj'  sliall  have  made  his  report,  yet,  1  feel  bound, 
in  courtesy,  to  believe  that  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
no  matter  against  whom  the  attack  may  be  meditated, 
■would  not  have  proceeded  to  lay  the  fotindation  of  an  en- 
quiry of  such  a  nature  in  this  House,  unless  he  expected 
some  public  benefit  to  result  from  it.  No  other  motive 
oould,  in  oiy  opinion,  justify  such  a  step,  ft  would, 
therefore,  be  illiberal  to  suppose  him  capable  of  a  design 
to  avail  lamself  of  any  improper  or  unfair  means  to  ad- 
vance his  purpose  ;  it  being  in  extreme  cases  only,  that 
the  public  good  may  be  consulted  by  the  sacrifice  of  jus- 
tice and  candor.  But  1  put  it  to  the  gentlemati  himself 
10  say  whether  this  liberal  presumption  can  continue  to 
operate  in  his  favor,  if,  while  be  seeks  to  give  weight  to 
an  accusation,  by  the  notice  this  house  may  take  of  it,  he 
still  persbts  in  the  attempt  to  bring  it  forward,  bolstered 
up  by  the  opinions  and  arguments  of  an  officer  of  this 
Government,  high  in  authority  and  patronage.  This 
House  should  act  on  tliis  subject,  as  upon  all  others,  free 
from  every  biss.  The  prejudices  of  our  minds  should  be 
diKBrded>  if  possible,  and  certainly  we  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  influence  of  the  prejudices  of  otiiers.  Could 
a  more  dangerous  precedent  be  establislied,  in  cases  of 
this  nature,  than  to  allow  the  opinions  of  the  high  officers 
stlached  to  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  cut  their  weiglit  into  the  balance  sgaiiut  the 


to  convert  Ihis-Housc  into  an  arena  for  die  exhibitioD  of 
fetes  of  violent  party  degladiation  in  debate,  to  the  e** 
elusion  of  more  appropriate  business,  and  endangerlMf 
its  credit  with  the  People,"  upon  whose  good  opinioa 
alone  it  must  depend  fur  t'.ie  support  of  its  measures. 

Mr.  CULPEPLR  said,  that  lie  did  not  know  the  mo- 
tives of  other  gentlemen,  and  he  thought  that  the  House 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mniives  of  any  of  its  mem- 
bers. Their  conduct  alone  was  the  proper  subject  of 
animadversion.  What  I  want,  said  Mr.  C  ,  in  this  case, 
is  the  tnith,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  I  intend  to 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table, 
that  gentlemeu  on  both  sides  msy  consult  together  and 
agree  upon  the  proper  form  of  this  call,  without  further 
dispute  bn  this  floop.  I  want,  1  repeat  it,  nothing  bat 
the  truth.  I  have  no  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  stibject,  but 
a  very  strong  wish  to  get  clear  of  this  veiy  disagreeable 
debate. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend  - 
ment  upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re" 
quest  of 

Mr.  POLK,  who  said  :  Since  the  gentleman  from  Ol»6 
had  been  pleased,  at  this  particular  juncture  of  time,  to 
introduce  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  this  extra* 

ortVmary  resolution,  none  could  doubt  its  object.  He 
did  nut  rise  to  oppose  it,  however  unnecessary  he  might 
have  considered  its  introduction  to  be.  He  fiilly  concur- 
red with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that,  if  we 
called  for  information  at  alt,  we  should  embrace  in  there- 
solution  a  call  for  all  the  facu  in  reference  to  the  **  vx 
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militia  men,"  in  the  poosewion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  he  wished  nuthing  but  the  facta.    He  wished  to  em- 
brace in  the  call,  copiea  of  all  the  correapondence,  docu- 
ments, and  orders,  whicli  may  be  on  Gle  in  the  Depart* 
raent  of  War,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  pass  the  resolution 
in  such  a  shape,  as,  by  implication  or  construction,  to  ena- 
ble the  Secretary  of  War  to  accompany  the  facts -with 
»n  argument,  or  exculpatory  defence  of  himself  in  re- 
ference to  what  liad  heretofore  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
ject.   When  the  House  receive  tlic  documents  them- 
selves, ^ntlemen  here,  and  the  public,  would  be  able  to 
form  their  own  opinion  upon  them,  without  the  aid  of  any 
ligbis  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  any  other  officer  of 
toe  Government,  m  the  altape  of  argument.    It  wai  with 
.a  new  to  obtain  the  facts  and  the  fi^ts  only,  that  he  sup- 
ported the  motion  made  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky. 
,  The  ostensible  object  of  the  resolution  seemed  to  be, 
to  obtain  information  from  the  Department  ot  War  in  re- 
Utiofl  to  the  detachment  of  militia,  of  which  the  "  six 
militia  men,"  executed  at  Mobile,  under  sentence  of  a 
Caurt-imrtiaU  for  the  crime  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  in 
1814^  were  a  part ;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
proposes,  by  the  vesohittqn,  to  call  for  the  whole  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Gover- 
nor of  Tennessee,  not  only  in  relation  to  this  particular 
detachment  of  militia,  but  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  in  1812,  until  its  termination.    The  ^ntleman 
was  not  content  to  have  the  cormpomlcnce  m  relation 
ta  this  particular  detachment,  which  was  already  embrac- 
•d  in  another  part  of  his  resolution,  but  desired  alt  the 
correspondence  which  ever  took  place  between  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during 
the  wnole  war,  in  relation  to  other  delacliments  called 
into  the  public  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
riods,   lie  coitld  not  perceive  the  purpose  to  be  elTect- 
ed  by  calling  fur  a  lengthy  correspondence,  which  had 
BO  Gimnexion  with  tlie,mam  object  of  the  inquirj',  unless 
it  was  to  obacurb  and  cover  up  tlie  material  facts  of  the 
CMe,  by  a  mass  of  documents  which  had  no  relation  to 
it.    Why  had  not  tlie  genilcmnn  likewise  called  for  all 
the  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  other  States, 
wiiose  militia  were  in  llie  public  service  durinf;  the  war  ? 
It  would  have  just  as  much  to  do  with  the  *'  six  militia- 
men," as  that  part  of  the  correspondence  with  (he  Go- 
vernor of  Tennessee  which  does  not  relate  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  er  llie  detachment  to  which 
they  belonged.    He  wished  the  infurmatiun  called  for, 
when  received,  to  stand  naked  before  the  public,  and  to 
be  stripped  of  all  extraneous  matter. 

One  word  in  relation  to  this  resolution,  genentlly,  and 
io  its  object  as  avowed  by  the  mover.  In  ordinary  cases, 
when  information  is  asked  from  the  President  or  Heads 
of  Departments,  it  is  presumed  to  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  prallcate  upon  it  same  legislative  act,  or  to  enlighten 
the  understanding  of  the  House,  in  reiercnce  lo  some 
subject  pending  before  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
h«d.avow«djn  uis  place,  the  other  day,  that  he  did  not 
'know;  tliat  the  information  called  for  was  necessary  for 
cither  trf  these  puq>use3.  or  tltat  it  would  be  so  used. 
For  what  purpose,  tlien,  did  tlie  gcntlcm-m  want  it '  He 
hkd  informed  us.  This  subject,  ^Uic  trial  and  execution 
of  lUe  six  militiamen,")  suld  he,  has  produced  consi- 
derable excitement  in  the  public  mind  during  the  last 
yc:ir,  and  he  wislied  to  see  how  the  mutter  was.  Sir, 
kaid  Mr.  P.,  aAer  this  iirowal  on  the  part  of  the  mover  of 
tilt  resolution,  the  object  of  this  rcsctutiou  was  too  ub- 
rious  to  be  concealed  or  disguised.  The  public  will  un- 
dfhtundt  and.  duly  appreciate  it. 

{The  SPEAKRK  here  remarked,  that  the  hour  allot- 
ted tu  die  morning's  business  had  e.xpired,  and  that  the 
further  discussion  of  the  resolution  must  be  suspended.] 
Hi'.  POLK  moved  to  postpone  the  Ordertuf  tlie  Hay, 
tbu  thp  diwtmion  might  proceed  {  remarking,  that,  as 


the  discusMon  had  commenced,  it  w'ould  be  an  econony 

of  time  to  dispose  of  the  resolution  ut  once. 

Tlie  nmtion  to  postpone  prevailed — yeas  98,  nays  71, 
Mr.  FOLK  resumed.    It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  at 
present  to  defend  the  distinguished  citizen  of  hia  own 
State,  who  commanded  in  the  South  during  the  late  war, 
and  whom  it  was  now  attempted  to  assail.    For,  disguise 
it  as  you  will,  such  was  unquestionably  the  purpose  of 
this  resolution  ;  but  he  would  say,  in  relation  to  this  cele- 
brated matter  of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  tried  and  execut- 
ed (or  the  crime  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  at  Mobile,  in 
1814,  that  that  tntlividual  and  his  friends  have  nothing  to 
fear.    As  one  of  his  friends,  he  wished  the  public  to 
have  the  facts,  tlie  whole  fscta,  and  nothing  but  the  &cts 
connected  witli  that  transaction,  and  should  therefore 
vote  fur  the  resolution,  however  unnecessary  it  may  have 
been  to  have  introduced  it.    The  friends  of  that  in^- 
vidua!  do  not  shrink  from  making  the  call,  aince  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Ohio  desired  it.    They  do  not  fear  to  meet 
the  facts,  and  with  every  confidence  successfully,  befbre 
an  impartial  public.   After  tlie  lapse  of  more  than  thiT' 
teen  years  from  the  date  of  that  transaction,  it  was  now 
for  the  first  time  introduced  here.    When  other  cham^ 
were  alleged  against  General  Jackson,  immediately  after' 
the  war — when  the  Seminole  question  was  discussed  and 
decided  in  this  House— this  affair  of  the  "  six  militia- 
men" slept  and  slumbered  ;  it  was  not  then  heard  of  j  iC 
-<lid  not  then  constitute  any  chsi«e  agunat  him.  Thtf 
American  People,  at  that  time,  when  the  occurrences  of 
the  war  in  the  South  were  fresh  in  the  recollections, 
spoke  a  language  that  was  intelligible  ;  they  awarded  to 
that  distinguiJied  man,  what  his  eminent  services  merit- 
ed—their approbation  of  his  conduct.    But  now,  for  tho 
first  time,  the  new  chaise  in  relation  to  the  "  six  militia- 
men" was  thrust  upon  the  consideration  of  this  body. 
Why  introduce  it  at  this  particular  Junc^l^e  ?   Wtur  had 
it  not  heretofore  claimed  the  attention  of  the  gentlemait 
from  Ohio  ?    He  Woukl  detain  tho  House  no  longer. 
The  American  People  will  understand  and  duly  appre- 
ciate the  object. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  he  hoped  to  be  more  successful 
in  avoiding  topics  not  necessarily  involved  tn  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Hotiae,  than  some  gentlemen  had  been 
wlio  had  made  the  same  promise.  Tlie  nropositiun  is  to 
strike  out  a  part  of  the  resolutiou  offerttl  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sloaxb.]  Much  hnd  been  said  of 
that  gentleman's  motives.  Whatever  they  may  be,  they 
are  no  concern  of  ours.  It  belongs  not  to  us  to  scru- 
tinize into  the  motives  of  any  member  here  ;  they  are 
confined  to  his  own  breast,  which  iiu  human  eye  can 

Cenetrate.  They  can  be  known  only  to  the  Searcher  oF 
earts. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  himself  have  introduced  the 
nrigiiwl  resolution  ;  and,  it  was,  perhaps,  unnecessary  tor 
him  to  say,.that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  such  a  motion 
wai  cohteinplatcd  until  he  hearil  it  read  at  the  Cterk':i 
table.  But  the  resolution  is  before  lis.  Its  passage  in 
not  opposed.  The  single  question  upon  the  present 
motion,  is,  whether  the  call  shall  be  more  or  less  extend- 
ed i  whether  we  shall  have  more  or  less  information— a 
part  or  tlie  whole  *  The  gentlemen  who  support  this 
motion,  have  assumed  two  things— first,  that  ttieie  can 
be  hut  one  single  object  In  asking  this  information  j  and, 
secondly,  that  the  information,  if  obtained,  wotihl  have 
no  connexion  with  that  object.  It  has  been  urged  that 
the  only  purpose  of  this  resolution  was  to  affect  a  singlu 
individual.  If  that  be  the  only  purpose  of  the  mover, 
whether  the  individual  be  high  or  low,  it  meets  not  my 
appn'bation.  But  the  resolution  being  here,  and  it  bt- 
ing  agreetl  on  all  hands  that  it  is  to  be  adopted,  may  u'ut 
other  gentlemen  wish  thsl  other  objects  may  beohtained 
by  it  .» 

U  was  conceded  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky, 
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[Mr.  WicKLirn]  that,  if  k  revision  of  our  militia  Uwa  vns 
proposed,  th«  parts  which  be  hu  moved  to  strike  out, 
ought  to  be  retained.  Kow,  sir,  it  so  liappena  tlwt  we 
have,  this  morning,  had  laid  upon  our  deso  a  bill  ftvin 
the  Senate  revisinf^  those  laws.  Upon  that,  bill  we  mfty 
be  called  upon  to  act  during  the  present  session.  Sure- 
ly, then,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  views,  it  will 
be  proper  to  obtain  this  information, .  in  orier  that  we 
jmy  be  guided  by  tlic  light  of  past  experience,  in  adopt- 
ing the  provisions  or  proposingamendmcntstotliat  bilL 
What  is  it  proposed  to  strike  out  '  Copies  of  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  length  of  time 
which  the  Tennessee  militia  should  be  required  to  serve, 
and  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Stales  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Tennessee 
upon  the  same  subject.  And  it  is  insisted  that  these  can 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  present  subject.  L)o  they  not 
appear,  on  the  face  of  the  proposition,  to  have  a  palpa- 
ble and  an  intimate  connexion  with  it  t  And  can  we 
•ay,  beftire-hand,  that  they  can  have  no  relation  to  it 
whatever  ?'  When  seeking  light,  shall  we  voluntarily 
close  the  avenues  through  whit^  it  is  expected  to  be  re- 
ceived * 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wica&irra]  urg- 
ed, as  an  objection  to  that  part  of  the  res'jlution  whieh 
calls  for  the  correspondence,  tint,  if  complied  with,  and 
copies  be  tent  here,  it  will  tend  to  obscure  the  subject. 
But  the  gentleman  then  proceeded  himself  to  relate  to 
(IS,  from  memory',  the  contents  of  that  correspondence. 
Could  he  intend  to  obfuscate  (to  adopt  an  uniisaal  but 
expressive  word)  the  understanding  of  the  House  t  He 
eertainly  coulil  have  bad  no  apprehension  of  such  an  ef- 
fect. And  if  we  may  with  safety  turn  our  attention  to 
the  contentsof  that  correniondence,  when  stated  vertml- 
ly,  and  from  memory  mereQr,  there  cannot  be  danger  in 
receiving  official  copies  of  it,  fhim  the  documents  m  the 
Departments. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polx]  has  ad- 
vocated this  amendment  witli  much  vehemence,  because 
he  would  not  have  any  Bigiimeata  or  opinions  from  the 
Secrelaiy  of  War.  The  time  was,  I  believe,  when  that 
gentleman  entertained  different  views  of  the  proper 
fccope  of  calls  of  this  kind.  A  certain  resolution,  of 
some  notoriety,  proposed  to  call  upon  the  Head  of  a  De- 
partment, not  only  f'lr  fiicLi,  but  for  reasons  also  [  and  to 
that  resolution  it  was  understood,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  bucl  no  aversion.  But  thetnii'i  is,  that  tliis 
resolution  calls  for  no  opinion,  and  no  ar^^ument  what- 
ever. The  gentleman  must  have  labored  under  a  great 
misapprehension.  It  requires  copies,  and  copies  only, 
of  official  orders  anil  official  letters ;  and,  if  none  are 
found  in  the  Department,  that  the  Secretary  shall  merely 


striking  out  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution,  ss  modified. 
He  should  prefer  to  include  every  thing  which  could  be 
called  a  statement  of  facts,  and  he  hoped  the  genllemkn 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WicicIlifviJ  would  consent  to  mo- 
dify  his  amendment  so  as  to  retain  the  following  words  : 
"  And  also  to  furnish  copies  of  any  correspondence,  in 
the  War  Department,  between  the  President;  or  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  the  Governor  of  Tennensee,  daring  the 
late  war,  on  the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  drafted 
Hllitia  of  said  State  should  be  required  to  aerre  in  the  >r- 
miesof  the  United  States.'* 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  Hid,  that  no  possible  modiffcatiofi 
could,  in  anywtee,  aflTect  the  course  he  had  chalked  out 
to  himself,  and  fur  reasons  which  he  would  now  briefly 
state.  1  will  pmmise,  ankl  Mr.  R.  if  I  throw  no  R^t  np- 
on  the  subject,  tJut,  at  least,  1  will  not  (to  borrow  a  word 
used  b)-  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine)  •*  obfus- 
cate" it. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  tlie  gentleman -fttun  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Coi-nna]  tn  his  view  of  thia  mrttcr. 
Before  he  made  his  motion,  I  had  ezpreased  a  innibr 
opinion  CO  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Ur.  Lmn- 
sToiT.]   lam  sorry  he  wKhdrew  it    r  think  the  HiKBe 
ought  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all.    And  why  *  Be. 
cause,  nr,  disguise  it  as  much  as  we  will— as  much  aa  we 
can — it  is  a  matter  (ai  was  said  ill  another  h«d7i  on  a  vefy 
different  occassion)  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon  di^, 
that  the  state  of  public  feeling  throughout  thh  eottntry. 
(and  what  are  we  but  the  pulse,  the  artety,  wbidi  shews 
the  action,  the  sanity,  or  the  unsoundness  of  the  heart  *) 
is  such,  that,  if  this  game  is  once  comtnenced,  there 
will  be  no  end  to  it.    Sir,  1  lisve  nothing  t*  (to  vMi 
gentlemen's  motives,    f  am  bound,  not  only  (Me 
Rules  and  Orders  of  Ihi^  House,  and  by  a  sense  of  deco- 
rum, which  ought  to  be  a  still  stronger  restraint  on-  eve- 
ry gentleman,  but  1  am  bound  by  evidence  befbre  ay 
senses— to  believe,  that  the  mol'.ves  of  the  gentleasan 
fi-om  Ohio  cannot  be  such  as  have  been  imputed  to  hna. 
And  why  t    It  is  notorious,  that  j  ou  affect  a  babnoe  as 
much,  by  taking  out  of  one  scale,  as  by  putting  into  the 
other  (  and  after  what  I  have  seen  in  die  public  priols, 
under  his  name,  he  can  ne^  er  surely  mean,  by  taking 
out  of  the  scale  A,  to  give  preponderancv  to  the  male 
B.    1  wonder,  sir,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  the  very 
acute  and  astute  perception  of  the  gentlennsn  from  Maine, 
[Mr-  Spiti.eoB]  that  there  was  another  occasion  for  this 
iiifurmation,  besides  tlie  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  aub- 
ject  of  the  militia  laws.   This  House,  in  the  last  resort, 
may,  by  the  Con^itutlon,  he  called  upon  to  decide  that 
question  on  which  the  public  mind  n  in  a  state  of  so  great 
and  so  justifiable  inflammation.    Now,  as  we  may  be 
called  upon  the  next  session,  to  decide  that  question,  aod 


state  tliat  f;ict.  The  gentleman  wants  no  statement  from  koo<1  managers,  all  people  of  forecast,  like  to  be  befbn- 
the  Secretary  of  War !  Sir,  every  call  for  copies  fi-om  j  lianil  with  their  business,  it  is  no  doubt  highly  prt>pcr 
a  Department,  nt'cessarily  requires  snch  statement,  in  '  that  wc  should  proceed  now  to  get  all  the  >nfi»-matioii 
the  contingency  of  the  records  not  being  found.  Such  '  we  may  need  in  the  performance  of  that  duty.  But,  sw, 
is  the  invariable  practice.  If  you  demand  of  an  officer  i  it  is  time  to  dismiss  this  style  of  tre:iting  the  subject — it 
d'lcumenti  which  are  not  in  his  possesston,  he  must  re- '  demand-)  a  graver  tone.  A  bill  from  the  Senate,  affect- 
turn  to  you  a  respectful  answer,  stating  that  ftct.  |  ing  the  militia  laws  of  the  United  States — well  sir — n  buB 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  declares  that  he  is  shall  I  call  it.  or  an  anathema  got  up  by  some  of  tfaoae, 
anxious  to  obtain  all  the  documents  and  all  the  facts.  '  under  whose  order  certain  militiamen  were  shot  at  Norfolk 
The  resolution,  as  it  stands,  proposes  to  produce  to  liim  is  thrown  in  contemporaneouslv — not  willi  the  bill  from 
the  very  objects  erf*  liis  wishes,  ofRcial  copies  of  official  the  Senate— no  sir— that  is  a  dinerent  affair,  but  with  this 
doouments  ;  and  certainly,  if  he  reconsiders  the  subject,  motion  ;  an  anathema,  sir,  has  been  issued  from  the  laboiw- 
he  will  nut  insist  on  rejecting  them.  tory  ofthe  modern  Vatican^  and  comes tu  us  viaHichmond 
Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  felt  very  little  in-  — yes,  sir,  via  Hichmond — and  snun^  has  been  despateh- 
Icreat  in  the  original  resolution,  but,  if  it  were  to  pass,  ed — (I  believe  I  must  drop  tlie  metaphor,  or  it  will  drop 
he  hope<l  it  would  retain  its  present  form,  and  not  be  cur-  me) — well,  mr,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  despatched,  mid 
tailed  by  the  proposed  amendment.  If  the  Hou^e  did  has  touched  at  this  port,  on  his  way  to  Hichmmd.  for  iit- 
call  for  any  information  upon  this  subject,  he  hoped  they  stntctions— yes,  sir,  in  mercantile  phrase,  cleared  out 
would  require  the  whole.  Tor  Cowes  and  a  market — to  Cowes,  and  watt  for  instrue- 
Mr.  BELL  now  said,  that,  in  the  remarks  he  had  before  tions  from  London.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
ofTered^  be  had  no  intentioa  of  expressing  any  widi  of  roHna  deserves  our  thinks     having  torn  the  ma^  off 
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this  tiling  yestertUy.  It  is  tlie  curse,  gf  this  af^e— tlie  op- 
probrium of  this, country,  in  its  legislation,  tlial,  in  grave 
concerns,  requiring  the  tleliheralion  of  statesmen,  aiid  the 
decision  of  common  sense,  a  system  is  pursued  of  artifi- 
cial rnuontng,  and  ot  qiecial  pleading,  drawn  from  the 
forenuc  ichmj^  (.where  it  may  be  very  right  and  proper, } 
Vid,  while  we  iue  debating  ubgut  the  danger  of  having 
our  beads  chopped  off  .by  the  myrmidons  of  an  usurper, 
we  are  ourselves  chopping  logic.  [By  the  way,  sir,  1  was 
extremely  sorry  that  Uie  gentleman  from  New  York,  JMr. 
SToaBo,';  who  spoke  to  ua,  the  otlier  day,  about  Cicei-o, 
not  favor  the  House,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  dlsser- 
tation  on  llie  subject  of  the  Roman  coaches,  out  of  one  of 
which,  b«  told  ua,  with  great  good  breeding,  that  Cicero 
4retcbedbis  neck,  that  it  might  be -struck  off.  Sir,  I 
should  greatly  lilce  to  see  a  model  of  one  of  those  coach- 
es— I  would  send  it  to  Longacre,  by  way  o(  specimen — 
yes,  sir,  not  aa  a  model,  but  as  a  curiosity.]  Great  pub- 
lic mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into  this  House  the 
system  of  word  catching,  and  watching,  and  quibbling, 
»nd  quirking,  from  the  Court  below— it  wU  hardly  do 
even  there.  9ir,  this  practice  is  as  noterioia  as  another, 
•onicssed,  to  prevail  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  the  most  vital  interest  to  the  liberties  (if  Englirfi- 
men — it  is  as  "notorious  as  the  Sun  at  noon-day."  We, 
sir,  are  country  gentlemen,  plain  planters,  or  farmers, 
sfi^ietimes  styled  clod-lioppers— we  have  not  a  fair  chance 
uiK^r  such  a  system  ^  and,  what  is  worse,  our  constituents 
hftre  not.  Sir,  it  is  time  we  had  done  with  this  practice, 
of  looking  one  way  and  rowing  another.  I  entirely  con- 
cur wHlt  the  view  presented  to  us  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina,  [Ur.  Cci^kpxb]— I  hope 
I  may  say,  without  offenoe,  the  Keverend  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  Sir,  I  applaud  him  for  preaching  peace 
— not  peace,  sir,  with  the  enemy,  in  time  of  war— "Bless- 
ed are  tbe  peace-makers!" — but  I  am  not  one  of  those 
Vha  preach  the  love  of  enemies  in  time  of  war.  Let  me 
Mdc  mf  this  House,  if  they  can  imagine  a  case  in  which,  by 
-bringing  forward  a  motion  in  tliia  House,  every  part  and 
any  part  of  the  public  conduct,  (for  we  shall  hardly  in- 
vade the  sanctuary  of  domestic  life,)  but  the  public  con- 
duct of  either  or  any  one  of  the  parties  now  most  promi- 
nent before  the  nation,  may  not  be  attacked  i  Sir,  can- 
not we,  too,  bring  motion  after  motion,  to  bear  on  one 
«fUiem?  Wccan  :  and  I  wilt  tcU  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  how-^e  does  not  neeil  to  be  told~4nit  Ispeakfur 
itf  information  of  those  out  of  this  House— a  resolution 
can  be  introduced,  bringing  a  chaise  a^inst  tlie  Minis- 
ler — another  motion  can  be  brought  against  the  conduct 
of  some  of  our  diplomatic  agents— and  then  we  shall  dia- 
OUS11  it  here  pro  and  con — such-a-one  versus  such-a-one — 
and  then  we  must  have  another  "blow-oul" — and  then 
afCain  the  same  thing  may  be  done  on  the  appropriation 
ol'  money.  Sir,  it  is  endless  j  and,  therefore,  I  think  we 
ought  to  remember  the  old  doctrine— a  doctrine  I  have 
long  preached  in  this  House,  and  which  1  ever  shall 
preach,  obsta  principUs.  Occasion  enouglt  can  be  given 
liir  every  man  to  shew,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  how 
miich  he  is  n-  is  not  a  partisan.  And.  where  will  it  end 
With  tlie  exceptio/i  of,  perhaps  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion bills,  scarce  any  thipg  else  will  he  done  this  session. 
Fur,  do  gentlemen  believe,  if  this  thing  is  done  on  one 
Bide,  it  will  not  be  done  on  the  other  >  Do  old  and  prac- 
ticed statesmen  suppose  that,  if  they  trump,  their  adver- 
saries will  not  trump  too  ?  Why,  sir,  I  thought  that 
lloyle  tiad  taught  them  better.  Yes,  air,  that  lloyle  had 
taught  them  better.  Sir,  we  shall  have  our  tables  flood- 
ed with  such  resolutions.  No,  Sir,  let  us  do  what  all  men 
cannot  at  all  times  do,  and  some  at  no  time— *let  us  do  ri^t 
«r,  fearless  of  the  consequences,  i  know  very  well,  what 
a  bug-bear — what  a  ghost  will  be  conjured  up,  if  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  sliall  prevail.  Yes,  Sir,  it  will  be 
said,  we  are  about  to  "put  out  the  tight,  and  Uien" — 
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and  then,  sir,  to  smother  tlie  Constitution  ;  to  cut  llie 
throat — not  of  Cicero  Sir,  no  Sir, — but  of  poor  hair  sufTo- 
cated  Desdemona — of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  this  is  a  re- 
sponsibility I  am  willing  to  meet  t  if '  was  not,  I  would 
not  show  my  face  here.  When  :nqulrcd  of,  I  sllould  say 
to  my  constituents,  "a  motion  was  matle  in  (his  House, 
calling  for  information  about  the  six  militiamen— the  pub- 
lic papers  and  the  Richmond  manifesto  are  full  of  the 
subject.  It  has  been  worn  thread-bare.  We  were  cal- 
led upon  to  second  the  Anti-Jaclcson  meeting  at  Rich- 
mond. It  must  have  ted  to  recrimination.  We  should 
have  had  the  same  game  played  over  and  over  again, 
iterum  Uerumgue.  It  would  only  have  led  to  ill  blood  and 
calling  names,  and  therefore,  1  endeavored  to  put  an  end 
to  it  at  its  commencement.*'  Sir,  if  the  militia  laws  want 
mending,  they  will  not  get  it,  take  my  wonl  for  it,  this 
session.  Our  militia-laws.  Sir,  are  like  some  reprobates 
— always  about  to  reform,  or  to  be  reformed.  We  do 
not  want  this  information  to  act  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, and  aa  fgr  the  other  object,  most  of  us,  I  believe,  ate 
pretty  well  prepared  to  act  on  what  we'have. 

I  promised,  when  I  rose,  that,  if  1  shed  no  light  upon 
the  subject,  I  would  at  least  endeavor  not  to  make  it  more 
obscure,  t  cannot  promise  e  fumo  dare  lucem,  but  I  will 
not  lend  my  aid  to  raise  a  smoke  to  obscure  the  judg- 
ment and  to  inflame  the  mind's  eye  of  this  House.  With- 
out wishing  in  the  least  to  forestall  debate,or  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  reply  to  rae«  I  shall,  be* 
fore  I  take  my  seat,  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
fhrni  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  CuuBna.]  1  diall  move  that 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment  be  laid,  to  lie  upon 
the  table.  But  I  shall  withdraw  the  motion  if  any  friend, 
oi-  if  any  adversary — for  I  trust  I  have  no  enemy  here; — 
shall  request  it.  It  li  a  case  in  which  1  would  yield  more 
readily  to  the  request  of  an  adversary  than  of  a  friend. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  so  movtdaccordingly:  when 

Mr.  WEEHSsaid,  I  request  the  gentleman  to  witbdnw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  retaining  his  seat. 

Mr.  WBEMS  said,  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  com- 
ply with  the  promise  he  has  just  given. 

Mr.  Raitdolfu  stiH  keeping  his  seat, 

Mr.  WEK.MS  said,  1  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  fulfil 
his  promise. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  ruse  and  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rise  to  comply  with  it.  I  promised  that  if  any  mend,  m*. 
much  more,  any  adversary,  t4ioidd  make  the  request,  I 
woidd  withdmw  my  motion.  1  have  never,  thank  God, 
refused  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break  my  pro- 
mise. But,  as  that  honorable  gentleman  stands  to  me  tn 
the  relation,  neitlier  of  a  friend  nor  of  an  adversary,  lahall 
not  withdraw  my  motion.  * 

The  question  being  now  about  to  be  taken  on  Mr.  Has. 
ooi.rH*s  motion, 

Mr.  SLOANB  requested  that  It  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  It  was  so  ordered  by  the  House,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  as  follows  : — ^yeas  43,  nays  150. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendments  on 
the  table  was  negntivsd. 

Mr.  WEEUS  said  he  felt  very  much  ^tified  to  find,  by 
the  vote  just  taker,  that  so  large  a  majority  of  the  House 
thought  with  him,  Uiat  a  subject  of  sucn  importance  ought 
not  to  be  smothered  or  nipped  in  the  bud  (if  he  might  ba 
allowed  to  use  the  expression)  at  the  instant  suggestion 
of  any  member,  and  more  especially  so,  when  the  vote 
seemed  also  to  justify  what  he  was  about  to  offer  as  advice 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
thought  proper  to  quote  tlie  same  authority  as  it  regards 
peace  makers:  '*  Blessed  are  the  peace  makers,"  &c.  was 
itis  remark.  **  Let  that  man  wiro  esteemeth  that  he  know- 
eth  all  things,  remember  that  he  knoweth  nothing  yet  as 
he  ought  (0  know."  I  have  no  idea,  tar,  [said  Mr.  W.]  of 
any  one  individual  member  of  this  House  undertaking  to 
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BUppow,  when  he  hu  msdc  a  speech,  thit  every  one  u  to 
be  hushed  by  his  shutting  the  door  upon  them,  because, 
rorsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  tliey  cminot  or  dare  not  in- 
troduce a  word  in  reply  to  him.  I  l>ad  hoped,  air,  after 
.the  member  from  Virginia  had  voluntarily  promised  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  Itty  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
if  any  gentleman  suggested  a  desire  to  be  hMinl  on  the 
subiect,  upon  rising  and  requesting  him  to  suspend,  or 
vitbdraw  his  motion,  to  hhve  found  liim  willing,  at  once, 
(o  comply  ;  finding  this  not  to  be  his  disposition,  I  ex- 
pressru  a  hope  that  (be  gentleman  would  comply  with 
nis  word;  and  whether  that  gentleman  considers  me  as 
Btauding  in  the  relation  of  Triend  or  enemy,  or  neither, 
towards  him,  nirt  was  neither  asked  or  cared  about. 
(Here  the  gentleman  fhomVirginiaa^ed  permission  of  the 
gentiemanfrom  Marylaitd  to  apologize.]  Mr.  WBKHS, 
■aid  he  asked  no  apology,  but  would  ^ve  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  an  opportunity  to  explain  ;  when 

.  Mr.  ItANUOLPH  said,  nothing  was  further  from  his 
intentions,  than  to  say  any  thing  uncuurteoua.  The  gen- 
tteman  from  Marybnd,  [said  Mr.  R.]  had  called  on  him 
in  so  imperative  a  tone,  that  that  happened  which  often 
happens  in  umilar  cases.  We  often  refuse,  what  we 
should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness,  when  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  to  be  rather  more  enforced  than  we  like 
to  be.  But,  the  candor  of  that  gentleman  will  induce 
him  to  acknowledge  that  1  stated  neither  more  or  less 
than  what  is  the  actual  fact,  when  I  said,  that  he  stands  to 
me  in  neiltter  of  the  relations — cither  of  advemty  or 
fiiend.  1  can  assure  him,  however,  that  I  diall  never 
again  offend  the  gentleman  by  noticing  him  in  that,  or  in 
•iTV  other  way. 

Mr.  WKBMS  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  trifle  with 
the  time  of  tlie  House,  ort»att«mpt,  in  the  slightest de- 
grree,  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  subject  to 
which  the  proposition  before  the  House,  barely  calling 
Pt  information,  pointed.  But  he  rose  to  offer,  first,  his 
thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  lor  introducii^  the 
reaolutiofl,  in  any  ^ape  that  would  eventually  obtain  all 
the  Information  immediately  relating  to  the  subject  He 
cared  not  about  the  form,  or  pliraseology,  provided  it  re- 
sulted in  lavmg  before  tlie  Nation  the  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.  He  agreed,  to  (he  fullest  extent,  wlUi 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  "  (hat  it  was  not  our  privilege 
to  jnidge  men's  motives  ;"  and  be  honied  he  mtglit  be  »}• 
lowed  to  offer  auother  quotation,  as  it  seemed  fashiona- 
ble to  do  so,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  without  incurring 
the  appellation  (sarcastically,  or  otherwise)  of  reverend 
gentleman  from  Maiyland,  :  "  Who  art  thou,  oh  man,  that 
j'ldgcri  another  msii's  servant  *  before  his  ow  n  master, 
lie  staiideth  or  falleili."  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  this  subject 
ha»  now  been  introduced,  and  I,  fur  one,  am  unwilling  (o 
return  home  to  the  high  minded  firemen  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  and  say'  to  them,  I  voted  i^inst 
tilts  imptiry,  because  I  feared  to  trust  my  strong  prejudi. 
cea  and  partialities.  That  might  answer  for  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia,  but  it  would  not  answer  for  me.  Mr. 
W.  proteated  against  being  governed  by  any  such  influ- 
ence. Tlic  sovereign  People  of  Maryland  felt  anxious 
fbr  iitformation,  and  would  not  be  content  without  it,  and, 
far  himself,  he  could  with  tnith  declare  that  he  wished 
it,  and  woKkl  receive  it  any  how,  rather  than  not  have  it, 
aithough  he  would  prefi^r  having  it  without  any  thing 
Tike  that  massive  weight  that  accompanied  some  of  our 
documents  :  for  instance,  the  Georgia  affair — the  immense 
bulk  of  which  deterred  almost  every  man  from  attempt* 
ing  to  wade  through  it.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  Vf .,  that  man 
whose  character  and  conduct  are  to  be  affected  by  it, 
will,  like  pure  ^dd,  seven  times  refined,  be  found  the 
more  pure  (he  ottener  his  conduct  or  patriotism  shall  be 
■erutiniied.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  fiirther,  at 
thiatime,  aaid  llr.  W.,  fn>m  a  Impe,  air,  tliat  (lie  gentle- 
Ahui  fhun  Ohio  «ud  Ike  geutlcMau  Itom  Kentucky  will 


be  able  so  to'  modify  the  proposition  aaiiot  only  t»  agree 
themselves,  but  to  produce  an  accordance  throogbout  llie 
House. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  but  a  few  words  to 
say,  and  would  trouble  the  House  but  a  shost  time.  If  I 
understand  the  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  [said  Mr.  W.]  that 
part  of  the  resMution  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
motion  of  tift  gentleman  from  Kentucky  tMr- Wimujffb) 
embraces  a  call  for  copies  of  the  oorrespeodence  of  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  with  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, rehtive  to  the  time  the  drafted  Militia  of  lU»t 
State  should  be  continued  in  the  service  of  tlie  Unked 
States— for  copies  of  any  orders  of  the  President,  direct, 
ing  such  drafted  militia  to  be  retained  ander  the  law  of  the 
United  Slates,  for  a  period  beyond  thiete  monthftf  and  if 
no  such  order  existed,  directing  the  Secreiaiy  <rf  W«r  to 
certify  that  feet  to  the  House.    Such  la  the  moOoa  of  the 
gentleman  fi-nm  Kentucky,  to  refuse  the  call  so  far  a>  f 
have  specified.    But,  sir,  how  is  the  notion  aapporled 
by  the  argument  of  the  mover,  and  by  the  argumesit  of 
the  gentleman  over  the  way      They  aM  tell  yea,  w« 
want  all  the  facta— all  the  documents  i  but  we  would  shut 
the  door  upon  the  opiniona  of  the  Secretary,  or  his  Mgu- 
men(B.  I,  too,  want  the  fada  and  rftwumen/t^  and  no  epui. 
ioTU  or  arguments and  will  not  any  gentleman  perceive, 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  over  that  part  of  tt»e  re- 
solution proposed  to  be  struck  out,  that  these  ai^gumcnt* 
are  directed  against  matter  which  has  no  existence  in 
fact  *   Sir,  is  it  argument  or  opinion,  to  furmsh-  tm  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Goverrwr  of  Ten- 
nessee ?  Is  it  argument  or  opinion  to  fiirnish'»  copy  of  the 
Executive  order  to  continue  the  militia  in  service  longer 
than  three  months  ?   Or  will  it  be  said  to  be  areument  or 
opinion,  if  no  Executive  order  exist,  to  cerlffy  tDat  stnc^ 
fact  to  the  House  f    Surely  no  gentleman  will  preiem?  it 
is  either  ;  yet  we  have  heard  much  of  n  desire  to  give  all 
the  facts  and  documents,  and  to  withhold  only  opinions. 
Let  us  have  all  the  documents,  and  all  the  rac(s.  How 
will  the  case  stand  before  the  countiy,  if  the  motioo  prr- 
vail  and  gentlemen  deny  the  information  sought  Y  We 
may  be  told,  if  the  information  obtained  bears  hafd  o« 
any  individual,  that,  if  tlie  whole  correspondence  between 
the  War  Hepartment  and  the  Govemorof  Tenneasee  had 
been  published,  the  country  vmu\d  have  found  ample 
evidence  to  justify  either  the  Governor,  or  anj  mifitia  <m- 
cer  acting  underbim,  for  retaining  the  miNtiB  in  quotim 
for  six,  instead  of  three  months  {  and  if  we  have  not  an 
express  certificate  from  the  proper  officer,  that  no  order 
of  ihe  President  exists,  it  may  be  said,  it  has  been  With* 
drawn.    1  therefore  want  the  whole  informaUon,  corrca* 
pondcnce,  and  documents.    1  wish  ait  opportutri^  of 
judging  for  myself  what  they  contain — to  have  the  light 
shed  upon  my  owh  mind,  that  I  may  form  an  opinion  my- 
self *"  '   


man : 
floor, 

he  understood  the  subject. 

[Here  Mt.  W.  yielded  the  floor,  at  the  request  oTMr. 
RANDOLPH,  who  said  that,  having  been  informed  (by  a 
friend)  that  he  was  under  an  error  in  regard  to  the  ahoot- 
ing  of  the  militiamen  at  Norfolk,  last  war,  he  wished  (o 
withdraw  what  he  had  said  upon  that  subject.  That,  al- 
though he  had  derive<l  liis  impressiaii  from  a  recent, 
and,  as  he  had  believed,  an  authentic  source,  yet  he  did 
not  wish,  under  (he  circumstances  of  the  case,  ^  the 
allegation  to  go  out  to  the  worl<l— and  he  was  desirous 
(o  retract  it,  before  it  should  have  excited  notice  or  re> 
mark. 

Mr.  W.  resumed.  I  said.  Sir,  I  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  member  in  the  House,  who  understanding  this  sub- 
ject, would  refuse  the  information  asked,  unless,  indeed. 
01)  the  ground  that  i(  could  not  connect  itself  with  our 
liCsislMive  duties  in  any  way  whatever.   Sir,  ittg  a  Bstt* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1046 


Jxir.  16, 1898.] 


MoMe  Court  Ii^rtiaL 


[H.  orB. 


ter  ef  common  interest  and  concern,  for  us  intl  the  coun- 
try, to  know  how  our  laws  are  administered.  Tiie  pro- 
ceeding* of  uiir  ordinary  judicial  tribunals,  we  are  dulv 
and  regularly  apprised  of  through  the  medium  of  ilie  re- 
ports of  casea  which  we  provide  for  by  law..  It  is  not  so 
with  the  proceedings  of  our  Military  and  Ntival  Courts 
Martial.  I'be  recoitls  of  their  proceedings  are  returned  to 
the  proper  ofRce,  and  remain  m  depoehe  there.  We  hare 
no-means  of  ascertaining  what  they  are,  except  by  a  call 
of  the  House  for  information.  A  knowledge  of  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  Civil  and  of  the  Military  Courts,  is  iieces- 
nry  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  a]terin|^  or 
amending  oar  laws.  We  ^lould  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  transactions  alluded  to.  and  with  eveiy  thing 
ooDneoted  witb  tbam,  that  we  may  Judge  of  the  necea- 
mty  of  sitenng  or  aioending  the  bwa  and  regulations 
l^reming  our  regular  troopa  or  militia.  Let  us  Imve, 
Sh*,  in  the  language  of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Ten- 
ncMee  [Mr.  Bul  and  Mr.  Pdlk]  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  and  document^  and  all  the  fitcts.  Let 
us  put  a  stop  to  all  misrepresentation  on  tliis  subject  at 
once. 

CSentlemen  have  seen  proper  lo  question  the  motives  of 
rnjF  coUeiq^e  and  friend,  the  mover  of  the  Resolution. 
Sir,  1  enter  my  protest  against  qiicatiomng  the  motives  of 
any  gentleman  on  tiiis  floor.  I  disclaim  all  personal  or 
improper  political  motive  for  resisting  the  motion,  and  for 
mippwting  the  resolution  :  and  those  wlio  know  my  col- 
league— and  I  know  him  well— will  be  satisBed  that  the 
mutives  which  govern  him  in  tlie  discbatge  of  his  legiiiU- 
(ires  duties  here,  or  his  conduct  elsewhere,  arc  as  pure, 
to  say  the  least  of  them,  as  tlic  motives  of  those  gentlemen 
who  question  liis,  or  as  pure  as  the  motives  which  govern- 
ed ihe  coaduot  of  the  distinguished  individual  whose  dw- 
acter  tliey  seem  so  anxioiiM  to  defend. 

1  repeat,  sir,  1  am  sure  gentlemen  cannot  wisli  to  with- 
hold the  infcHmation  aouj^it  for  in  tint  put  of  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  to  be  struck  out*  and  I  nope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  had  heard  it 
declared,  on  sides  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  want 
information  ;  that  ihey  seek  tbe  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  noUiing  but  the  truth.  I  wish  tliis  as  strongly  asany 
one  ;  and  t^cause  I  want  tliis,  I  don't  want  any  speeches 
from  the  department.  The  gentlemen  who  profess  to 
want  the  correspondence  most,  give  to  me  the  strongest 
efideoee,  by  their  speeches,  that  they  are  perfectly  con- 
versant with  it.  I  sliall  not  dive  into  their  motives  :  that 
belongs  to  another  power — a  power  from  which  this  Ad- 
ministration once  claimed  its  right  to  rule.  I  liad,  like 
others,  hoped  that  we  should  hare  met  to  transact  the 
pablic  business ;  and  that  we  should  have  agreed  to 
leave  this  queation  to  tbe  People ;  bat  it  lA  ta  vain  to 
conceal  Uie  fact,  that  this  House  is  intended  to  be  made 
an  arena  on  whieh  to  excite  the  passions  of  the  Peo- 
ple. We  see  an  individual  branded  with  reproach,  for 
having  consented  to  the  execution  of  several  militiamen 
— we  wlio  are  nursed  by  the  pap  of  the  Treasury — it  ia 
no  expression  of  mine — pap — it  comes  from  the  Treasu- 
ry,  of  course  it  must  be  good— we  are  tokl  that  these 
are  the  proper  scenes  to  engoge  the  minds  of  men,  and 
not  the  vulgar  scenes  nf  bloody  war.  At  the  same  time 
we  do  see  a  General  of  the  United  States  trying  soldiers 
Bt  Norfolk,  and  shooting  them  too,  fur  desertion.  I  know 
il  to  be  a  fact :  for  I  was  an  eye  witness.  A  gentleman 
n«ar  me  says,  that  these  were  not  mihtiamen.  1  believe 
two  of  them  were.  I  derive  my  inftwrnation  from  a  source 
entitled  to  at  least  as  much  credit,  as  if  it  wa!>  drawn  from 
hired  and  pensioned  leUer-writers  in  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. But,  sir,  if  they  were  not  roilitia-men,  they  were 
men  ;  and  is  not  the  life  of  man  dear  ?  And  are  we  now 
to  be  told  tliut  no  regaril  is  to  be  shewn  to  the  life  of  a 
Gonknwn  soldier  f   My  inlbrtnation  goes  still  farther.  An 


order  was  issued  by  a  United  States*  Commander,  to  go  in 
pursuit  of  a  deserter,  and  if  he  could  not  be  taken,  to 
slioot  him,  and  he  was  shot  Why  was  not  the  same 
noise  made  then,  that  there  is  now,  and  why  was  not 
information  of  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  the 
same  gentleman  or  his  friends,  who  hare  stirred  this  ihqui* 
ry  '  It  is  true  t  belong  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
but  t  have  not  been  cdled  upon  to  attend  i^  until  Uiii 
morning. 

[A  sentence,  or  two,  <^ the  cpeoker,  here  escaped  (be 
Reporter's  ear.] 

Sir,  1  have  no  doubt  the  Department  of  War  is  well 
regulated— tliat  it  has  learned  to  profit  by  past  experi- 
ence, and  that  the  Military  Chieftain  will  Bnd  itt  dtidpllne 
much  better  than  it  was  some  years  sgo.  To  that  end  -I 
had  proposed  to  move  an  amendment,  calling  for  the  num- 
ber of  deserters  from  the  Army  in  1825  and  1826.  No 
doubt,  this,  also,  will  be  valuable  information  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  Militia. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  now  signified  his  agreement  to  tbe 
prt^oaal  of  tbe  gentleman  fW>m  Tennessee  [Mr.  But,]  to 
modify  bts  amendment  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  retain  the 
call  for  the  whole  correspondence. 

&Ir.  SLOANR  also  expressed  bis  willingness  to  modify 
his  resolution,  by  strikingout  the  following  words;  '*ana 
if  no  such  order  exists  on  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  slate  that  fact  to  this  House." 

Mr.  DUBGES  expressed  his  regret  that  a  simple  reso- 
lution colling  for  information  should  have  taken  the  turn 
this  had.  He  understood  tiiat  copies  u(  documents  could 
not  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Offices  without  «  legal 
order,  and  he  thought  the  regulation  a  good  one.  Under 
that  regulation,  it  was  impossible  that  the  record  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr- 
Sloaitii]  shoidd  ever  go  to  the  public  unless  by  the  direct 
tion  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Senate. 

The  question,  said  Mr.  B-  fur  us  to  settle,  l«,  whether 
tliis  information  shall  be  laid  before  the  House,  and  tit* 
public  be  enabled  to  know  the  truth  at  it  is  f  What  th« 
ulterior  intentions  of  the  mover  may  be,  is  nothii^  to  mej 
I  shall  rote  for  myself  according  to  my  own  yiews  of  pro. 
ptiety — so,  I  presume,  other  gentlemen  will  vote  j  and, 
even  if  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not  restrain  me  from 
a  violation  of  decorum,  I  hope  I  should  have  civiliqr 
enough  not  to  impute,  without  evidence,  to  any  gentie- 
man  ui  this  House,  motives  hosUle  to  the  public  peace 
and  to  the  safety  of  individual  reputation.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  much  curiosity,  to  give  it  no  other  name,  ex- 
ists in  the  public  mind,  in  reference  to  these  papers,  f 
have  seen  the  evidence  of  it  in  those  records,  which, 
fVom  our  childhood,  we  are  accustomed  to  consult— t 
mean  the  Chronicles  of  the  day. 

It  is  commonly  said  that  certain  militiamen  have  bce« 
executed,  and  it  is  said  by  some,  that  theh*  execution h«]' 
ijo  legal  sanction.  The  question  whether  that  execution 
was  legal  or  not,  is  one  on  which  grerf  anxiety  preririla 
The  person  under  whose  orders  it  is  said  to  have  taken 
place  is  a  person  of  great  consequence  in  this  nation.  He 
fills,  at  this  time,  a  great  space  in  the  public  m,  and  oc- 
cupies much  of  the  public  feeling,  and  I  ask  if  it  be  cour- 
tesy  in  this  House  to  interpose  before  the  fiwti  of  the 
present  case,  any  obstacle  which  may  disappointllie  pub- 
lic curiosity,  (il  it  is  to  receive  iio  better  name)  quicken- 
ed as  that  curiosity  now  is,  and  anxious  as  the  most  Wi- 
manageable  appetite.  What  courtesy  will  it  beto  Uy your 
hani" 
thei 

witf.   . . 

guishe<l  individual,  or,  if  yon  will.  Kit  foes,  may  deswe  (u 
lay  before  this  House  ?  For  mysel*",  I  should  be  satisfied 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  StoAiia]  should  aelect 
one  Tjortion  of  tlie  doctiments,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Wieiti.iVF«J  should  select  another  pen- 
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lion.  I  shoiiKI  be  saliafied  with  (heir  discretion,  and 
would  cult  for  the  whole.  I  would  not,  at  least  transmute 
this  liall  into  »n  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think  better  of  my 
cotintry — of  this  House — of  those  opposed  to  me  and 
those  who  are  with  tlian  to  appKhend  that  the 
'  aword  of  the  friadiator,  or  the  pistol  of  tlie  assassin,  is  \n 
■any  daniper  of  beinjf  used,  whether  here  or  elucwhtTe,  in 
consequence  of  our  decision  on  a  resoUition  like  Ihia.  If 
there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to  produce  exasperation, 
it  nuiat  be  the  withholding,  it  cannot  be  the  granting,  of 
this  call.  The  gentlemen  who  spoke  with  so  much  ar- 
<k>r  their  iltustrioua  friendt  spoke  only  as  a  mati  should 
speak,  when  he  supposes  the  character  of  his  friend  b  in 
danger.  But  their  zeal  roi^lit  well  have  been  spared. 
Hie  character  of  that  ilhislrious  man  is  not  impugned. 
Nobody  here  has  injured,  or  wishes  to  injure  Iiim.  Why 
then  should  his  anxious  friends  endeavor  to  forestall  pub- 
lic opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  public  ear,  the  voice 
(if  truth  }  Why  will  they  refuse  to  satisfy  public  anxiety  } 
Why  do  they  strive,  with  so  much  earnestnesi,  to  strike 
out  from  the  resolution  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, copies  of  which  are  said  to  be  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment ?  Why  do  they  dread  BO  much,  if  such  copies  are 
not  there,  that  the  Secretary  shall  say  they  are  not  there  ? 
What  would  gentlemen  liave  ?  'Hie  public  will  believe 
the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  for,  prostrated  as 
he  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wishes  of  lui  enemies,  still  the 
American  public  will  believe  him,  without  an  oatli, 
whde  they  remember  that  he  belongs  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  although  he  be  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a 
member  of  the  Administration.  May  he  not  be  permitled 
to  say,  if  the  fiwjt  be  so,  that  he  cannot  furnish  copies 
of  any  such  orders,  because  they  are  not  in  hia  office  ? 
We  want  no  commentaries,  no  glosses,  no  labored  expla- 
iwtioro.  We  want  the  record  alone,  and,  if  it  is  not  there, 
ve  want  him  to  certify  that  it  is  not  there.  Sir,  what 
will,  what  must,  the  public  think,  if  you  prevent  him 
from  giving  this  certificate  ?  1  do  suppose  there  are 
abundance  of  our  citizens  who  know  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  if  you  put  forth  to  the  world  a  cer- 
tificate in  some  unusual  form,  they  will  have  loo  much 
acutenest  not  to  perceive  that  you  deny  them  the  know- 
ledge which  they  dewpe  to  have.  I  might  beg  gentle- 
inefi,  for  their  own  sakes,  not  to  excite  such  irresisti- 
ble suspicions  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  now  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
It  to  ' 

Mr.  WICKLIPFE,  who,  said,  his  desire  was,  that  every 
fiut  connected  wUh  the  six  militiamen  should  bedevelop- 
ed;  be  desired  to  keep  back  nolliing.  If  gentlemen  wished 
It,  he  would  even  consent  to  call  for  the  celebrated  letter 
of  Harris,  which  so  feelingly  invoked  the  public  sympa- 
thy last  summer,  if  the  original  could  be  found  in  the 
Department  of  War.  1  will,  said  Mr.  W,,  withdraw 
the  amemlment  to  strike  out,  and  subsiitute  a  motion  to 
insert  a  call  for  copies  of  two  letters,  written  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  Governor  Blount,  dated  the  Uth  and  31st 
January.  1814.  They  are  short.  I  will  read  them  as  the 
beat  illustration  their  character.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read 
lue  two  letters,  as  follows : 

V  DsTABTxtBT  o»  Will,  nth  jAirvinT,  1814. 
"You  are  authorized  to  supply,  by  Militia  drafts,  or  by 
volunteer^  «iy  deficiency  which  may  arise  in  the  Militil 
divisions  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  without  referring,  on  this  head,  to  this  department. 
It  may  be  well  that  your  Excellency  consult  Gen.  Pinck- 
ney,  as  he  can  best  judge  of  the  whole  number  necessary 
to  the  attainment  of  the  public  objects. 

"J.  AltMSTItONG." 

"  Wah  Depahtmbht,  31st  Jisciar,  1814. 
"Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
Wtcr,  of  the  5th  instant.  My  letter  of  the  lltli,  will  have 


anticipated  yotir  inquiries  relative  tu  the  farther  detidt- 
menlsof  Militia,"  &e.] 

Mr.  FI.OYD-iiow  made  some  explanations,  whidi  ap- 
peared to  be  directed  to  one  of  Itis  colleagues,  biitfraia 
his  position,  was  not  heard  by  our  reporter  with  suRdent 
distinctness  to  attempt  a  report  of  it.  He  wasundcntoo^ 
in  conclusion,  to  slate  that  of  (wo  meii  who  were  trie«lfor 
desertion  at  Norfolk,  one  was  a  militiaman  and  one  not, 
and  that  it  was  the  soldier  and  not  the  milit'iainan  who  »h 
shot. 

Mr.  SLOANE  now  signified  his  acceptance  of  Ik 
addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Wiokufve,  and  ^e  resohi. 
tion,  as  thus  inodiBed,  was  finally  adopted,  in  the  foll<n> 
ingform  : 

"  Baohiedy  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War-be  direcledlft 
furnish  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  k 
Court  Martial,  which  commenced  its  sittings  at  oraor 
Mobile,  on  the  flflh  day  of  December,  one  thouauid 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  for  the  trial  of  certain  Ten- 
nessee Militiamen,  together  with  a  copy  of  all  the  or>Itn 
for  the  organiution  of  sud  Court,  as  well  as  those  m'bit- 
quenily  issued  in  relation  to  its  deoifflons. 

**  And.  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  all  paperv,  letters,  ind 
documents,  relating  to  said  Court  Martial :  copies  oftl 
orders,  general  or  special,  made  or  issued  by  the  Prw- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  Wtf, 
concerning  or  relating  to  the  length  of  service  of  the  <l^ 
tachment  of  the  Tennessee  Militia,  detailed  under  the  a^ 
der  of  the  Governor  of  said  Syite.  tasued  on  the  tweatidk 
day  of  May,  one  tltousand  eight  hundred  and  fourleM, 
and  afterwards  placed  under  the  immediate  comnisnd  <i 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin  ;  also,  copies  of  nth 
order,  and  of  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  nf  said  AUIitisam 
which  may  be  on  file  in  the  Department  of  War. 

'*  And  to  furnish  copjes  of  any  orders  of  the  Prewdol 
or  Secretary  ofWar,  by  whicli,  in  the  exercise  of  ll«  di* 
cretioii  vested  in  the  President  by  tiie  8th  section  of 
act  of  18th  of  April,  1814,  the  term  oF  service  of  the  T*» 
nessee  Militia  may  have  been  extended  beyond  three 
months  ;  also,  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretai^  of 
War  to  Governor  Blount, dated  thellth  and  Slat  Janaiiy 
1814. 

"  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  corre^Kmdence  n 
the  War  Deputment  between  the  President  or  8eci«»»'y 
of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  during  the  be 
war,  on  the  subject  of  the  time  which  the  drafted  laiSia 
of  said  State  ahuuld  be  required  to  serve  in  the  anaie^" 
the  United  States." 


THCRsniT,  Jamuart  17,  1828- 
The  House  was  principally  occupied  this  day  in  «li'*p* 
ing  of  resolutions  of  inquiry,  and  discussing  the  genenl 
appropriation  bill  {  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  raiding- 

FninAT,  Jakuaut  18,  1828. 
CASE  OF  MAIllGNY  D'AUTEKIVE. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Tot 
the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive  :  and  the  question  re- 
curring on  Mr.  Whittlesxt's  motion,  pending  wlicn the 
bill  was  last  before  the  House,  to  lecommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  ;  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the 
tion. 

Mr.  GUIILEY  then  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill,  by  ai- 
ding the  following : 

"And  that  the  further  sum  of  $  334  dollars  be  paid 
the  said  D'Auterive,  for  the  injury  done  to  his  slave  wink 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  j  and  for  medical  at- 
tendance on  said  slave.'*  , 

Mr.  KEKR  addressed  the  House  to  the  following  «• 
feet  : 

Mr.  Speaker  ;  From  the  serious  aspect  in  wliiclM^ 
SQbject  18  now  presented  to  the  wlwle  nation-^*"'" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  DEBATES  IN  COIfGfeESS. 


1050 


jAjr.  IB,  1838.] 


CtueofMarigny  DFAuterive. 


tH.  OF  n. 


itindinp  the  opinioni  firrt  entrrtaineil,  thut  it  was  of  mi- 
nor  imporUnce — I  feel  myself  under  a  sort  of  moral  ne- 
cenit;|r  of  UBi^in^  reasons  for  the  v6te  1  slwll  pvc.  i 
am,  air,  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Loulstant.  Althong-li  I  was  not  ve- 
ry aotlcttous  to  obtrude  myself,  the  other  day,  upon  the 
attentHHt  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  I  moved 
it«  raing,  and  when,  after  giving  way  for  the  explana- 
tiona  of  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  was  intercepted 
from  tlie  Chair  by  the  precipitancy  of  gentleman  who 
reae  to  apeak,  yet  1  confess  that  I  did  feel  a  desire  to 
dec&re  my  opinion  npon  the  qnestion  in  debate,  inas- 
much aa  my  constituents  as  well  as  thoae  of  others,  who 
had  delivered  their  sentiments  at  large,  h^  a  direct  in- 
'lerest  in  it. 

Our  heal  situation— dwelling  as  we  do  on  the  waters 
ofUie  Chesapeake,  lat«!  the  scene  of  a  most  vexatious 
predatory  warfare,  and  always  exposed,  in  time  lof  war, 
to  the  loss  of  that  very  species  of  property  which « in  the 
caae  before  the  House,  is  attempted  to  be  refined  away 
—give*  as  an  interest  in  the  question  not  fsir  short  of 
tliat  of  Southern  men.  1  am  not,  sir,  a  Southern  man— 
metly  so  called— but  I  feel,  and  my  constituents  feel 
(hawn  towards  the  People  of  the  Soiitli,  by  chords  of 
sympatby  in  many  respects  j  and,  in  tliat  particular  in- 
terett  which  has  now  become  the  subject  of  cnntroversy, 
eren  on  this  floor,  we  have  a  common  stake.  Although 
our  concern  in  the  subject  is  not,  perhaps  no  important, 
yet  the  interest  we  feel  in  it  is  scarcely  less  vivid  than 
that<rf'  the  Southern  plan'er.  Sir,  since  the  last  speech 
*h«  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  which  he  has  por- 
K*^i  u-*^""^"*""  flowing  from  the  premises  which 
he  Ittd.  himself,  mobt  kindly  assumed  for  the  advocates 

■1  measure— as  leading  to  the  destniction  of  all  ci. 
nl  liberty  m  this  country— I  cannot  content  myself  with- 
oirt  an  hamble  effort  to  refute  the  fitUaeies  by  which  il  is 
attempted  to  blind  this  House  ininst  the  true  impart  of 
the  question  before  them. 

It  IB  true,  sir,  (as  had  been  before  sud  by  a  gentleman 
on  our  side  of  the  question, )  the  portion  of  Roman  his- 
™y  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 

York  for  this  occasion,  was  ably  and  eloquently  recited 
by  him  i  and  yet,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  was 
ill-placed,  and  without  any  just  appfication  to  the  subject : 
and  I  will  endeavor  to  vindicate  myself,  in  respect  to  the 
Tote  I  mean  to  give  upon  this  amendment,  from  the  dire- 
lul  Bttgma,  which  the  conclusion  from  hi*;  remarks  might 
cast  upon  it.  I  entertiun  as  great  hatred  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er, exercised  in  any  form  and  upon  any  pretext,  as  that 
gentleman  :  and  it  is  precisely  becauBe  I  abhor  tyranny, 
in  every  shape,  that  I  would  sedulously  guard  the  citizens 
of  this  country  from  oppression,  and  would  secure  every 
mdivtdual  against,  or  indemnify  him  for,  all  undue  sacri- 
fices to  the  public.  Iwould,  8ir,resi8ta3  firmly  as  any  man 
in  this  nation,  tHe  ambitious  stride  of  a  DicUtor  ;  and 
whenever  the  semblance  of  tliat  kind  di  danger  shall  ap. 
pear— whether  it  comes  as  a  speck  in  the  Eastern  or  Wes- 
tern horizon — let  the  gentleman  sound  the  alarm,  and  I 
wHI  plant  myself  by  his  side,  and  resist  with  him. 

Although,  sir,  I  will  not  wndertake  to  impute  to  the 
gehtleman  from  New  York  the  bearing  which  has  been 
attfiboted  to  his  remarks  by  a  member  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, yet  1  must  endeavor  to  redeem  myself  and  my  vole 
fivm  the  effect  of  his  conclusions. 

[Mr.  STORKS  n»e  to  order}  and  submitted  to  the 
Ghah-  whether  it  was  in  order  to  answer  in  the  House  argu- 
ments offered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  will,  then,  sir,  proceed,  without  any 
further  particular  reference  to  tliat  geiitleman.  1  meant 
nothing  personal,  though  I  acknowledge  it  was  my  spe- 
cjat  object  to  reply  to  his  argument,  and  to  deprecate 
erery  effect  of  it   I  wiU  go  onto  ar^e  this  point  M  one 


not  inferior  in  importance  to  any  which  is  to  be  agitated 
in  the  councils  of  this  nation.  The  question  has  gone 
forth  to  the  People,  and  you  cannot  now  stop  the  current 
of  the  public  mind  upon  it.  No  mutter  how  needlessly 
it  may  have  been  brought  up  i  no  matter  what  disaVowan 
or  admissions  gentlemen  may  now  think  it  wise,  or  pru- 
dent, or  liberal,  to  make  ;  the  question  has  been  raised 
— whether  slaves  are  property  ? — not  in  those  genei'al 
terms,  I  admit ;  but  wlielhet  they  are  property  in  the  view 
of  this  General  Government,  insofar  as  it  may  have  power 
to  affect  them  in  certain  exigencies  of  State,  and  in  which 
the  owner  is  to  be  indemnified  for  any  loss  or  injury  sus- 
tained by  him  thereby.  And  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to 
meet  and  to  decide  it  oii  the  claim  of  the  individual  now 
petitioning  for  redress.  It  is  because  1  regani  this  ques- 
tion as  vital  to  the  interests  of  a  Urge  portion  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  this  country,  and  those  too,  whom  1  have  the 
honor  to  represent^  ttiat  1  was  opposed  to  the  recommit- 
ment  of  the  bill,  and  now  adrociae  a  decided  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  this  amendment. 

Gentlemen  now  say,  (some  of  them  at  least,)  that  they 
do  not  deny  the  general  proposition  that  slaves  nre  pro- 
perty \  yet  they  do  contend  that,  pro  hoc  vice,  they  are  not 
property,  and  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  such,  when 
taken  or  lost  or  injured  in  the  public  service.  Here  theh 
is'the  issue  :  We  aver  that  slaves  arc  property  ;  so  de- 
clared by  law,  and  so  held  in  the  view  of  the  Constitii- 
tion.  It  is  the  report  of  this  committee  with  the  bill, 
which  will  make  up  the  record  of  our  judgment  here  ! 
and  if  you  had  permitted  this  amendment  to  be  dropped, 
because  of  the  insignificant  amount  of  the  claim  of  Ma- 
rigny  U'Auterive,  or  now  reject  it,  you  establish  a  pre- 
cedent, to  be  quoted  on  all  future  occusions,  against  the 
most  important  isktims,  and  against  redress  for  the  most 
serious  individual  losses  :  and  1  have  no  doubt  it  would 
beset  up  by  some  as  a  solemn  decision  on  record,  tlut 
slaves  are  not  property. 

Although  I  am  not  now,  it  seems,  at  liberty  to  remark 
on  what  gentleman  have  said  before  the  Committve  of 
the  Whole,  yet  I  will  proceed,  and  I  will  suppose  argu- 
ments which  may  have  been  used,  or  might  be  set  up  ; 
I  will  imagine  reasons,  but  refer  to  no  names.  There  is 
no  other  course  lefl  us  for  coming  to  the  point.  I  repeat. 
Sir,  that  this  is  a  question  of  serious  import,  and  I  am 
for  meeting  it  in  Mmine ;  anJ  with  my  friend  from  Alaba- 
ma, who  offered  his  opinion  in  the  beginning  (,f  the  de- 
bate, I  say  now  is  the  proper  time  to  liavc  it  settled,  and 
put  at  rest. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  to  do  away  an  impression  iliia  they  would  in 
any  manner  impugn  the  riglit  of  property  in  slaves ;  and 
it  has  been  said  that  such  a  queston  will  never  be  stir- 
red until  "some  bold,  bad  man,"  shall  raise  it  fur  the 
purpose  of  his  own  ambition.  I  feci  happy  in  believuig 
that  this  bold,  bad  man,  has  not  yet  found  his  way  into 
this  House  ;  but  I  hare  made  some  note  of  the  opinions 
and  diqHiaitions  of  men  In  different  quarters  upon  this 
subject.  Nut  alone  in  the  East,  or  in  the  North,  biit  in 
the  middle  States— aye,  in  the  South,  too,  even  without 
the  instigation  of  that  ambition  which  has  been  assumed 
as  the  only  motive  to  it — bold,  bad  men,  have  had  the 
folly,  or  the  wickedness — call  them  foulii  or  kiAves,  if 
you  plesK,  (as  they  have  been  so  denounced  by  a  gcu- 
tleman  fVom  Vii^nia,)  to  avow  and  oiaintain  that  slaves 
are  not  property,  and  that  all  such  prttended  rights 
ought  to  be  abolished^  1  trust  that  men  of  lliis  descrip' 
tion  will  be  long  kept  from  this  place  ;  but  there  is  no 
question,  they  have  been  seeking,  by  stealthy  steps,  to 
make  their  way  into  the  State  LcgisUtares,  for  Itie  ex- 
press  purpose  of  stirring,  by  slow  degrees,  the  (juestion 
of  slavery,  and,  in  due  season,  the  solemn  one  of  univ*-r- 
sal  emancipation.  You  may  call  stu:h  people  fiinati^ 
hypocrite^  or  kntiTe^  or  by  whatsoever  oiber  epithets 
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of  rrprdMtton  you  please,  but  all  the  while  the  fatal  j  neral  principlei^  or  from  the  ComitHution,  to  prove  that 
consequences  of  their  priuciples  and  their  movements,  j  though  slaves  are  proiMrrty,  they  arc  not  to  be  cnnstdereO 


may  spread  and  be  feh  in  every  part  of  Uie  country.  If 
such  a  character  should  ever  show  hlifoce  id  tliia  House, 
I  trust  there  will  be  always  herf,  men  of  firmness  and 
talent,  to  make  him  toe  the  twig,  and  avow  himself  clear- 
ly, so  that  he  may  he  held  uf>  to  iJie  seoru  and  detestation 
of  every  good  man  in  the  nation. 

I  confess,  sir,  that,  being  little  accustomed  to  addrMs 
the  House,  !  have  felt,  on  this  occasion,  much  einbar- 
rassment  :  for,  inteiidinf;  more  particuUrly  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honontble  gentleman  from  New  York, 
and  to  phuit  myself  agMnst  the  efficacy  of  that  Itoman 
■tonr  which  he  had  so  eloquently  narrated,  hut  which 
lie  forbade  me  to  touch,  I  liave  been  obliged  to  turn  the 
current  uf  my  thoiiglits,  and  have  deviated  into  too  many 
general  observations.  Sir,  with  whatever  eloquence, 
and  force,  and  solemnity,  passages  of  history  may  be  re- 
cited here,  to  warn  us  against  future  tyrants  who  may 
rise  up  amongst  the  People  of  tliis  country  ;  with  what- 
ever Ingenious  dress  the  sophistry  of  geutlemeii  may  dis- 
play itself,  relying  on  the  supposed  ignorance  and  want 
of  intelligence  in  this  House,  to  detect  wlut  a  *<  pigmy's 
straw  can  pierce,"  eveiy  member  must  be  aatisfied  of  the 
in'iportance  of  this  questinn,  sa  to  the  sectirtty  of  the 
rights  of  private  property,  in  gene  ml,  though  now  pre- 
sented in  the  liumble  claim  of  Marigiiy  D'Autcrive.  The 
importance  of  the  general  principle  in  controveny,  is 
the  only  justification  for  ilic  lung  arguments  used  on 
lliia  occasion,  though  [  think  that  the  claim  if  substan- 
tiated by  the  plain  And  clear  principles  of  law. 

Gentlemen  here  say  that  th.  y  do  not  deny  the  right  of 
properly  in  slaves  t  but  the  report  of  the  committee  does 
give  color  to,  and  In  effect  declares  the  doctrine  to  a 
great  extent,  and  in  »o  much  destroys  tlie  riglita  of  own- 
ers. Tliey  aver  in  effect  tliat.  as  to  tlie  purpose  in  view, 
slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  not  to  be  so  considered. 
[Mr.K.  herie  read  llie  reitort  of  the  committee  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  proceeded.]  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  reading  ilie  report  of  Januai>-,  1836,  referred 
to  by  tlie  present  committee,  and  adopted  by  them,  aa  it 
must  be  familiar  now  to  every  member  t  but  I  will  assert 
that  the  foundation  of  the  report  ta  an  actual  denial  of  the 
right  of  property  in  alaves.  They  say  that  slaves  have 
not  been  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  paid  for 
when  lost  lo  the  owner  in  th^  public  sen-ioe,  and  they 
report  that  tliis  petitioner  ought  not  to  have  relief.  No 


such 7    Not  a  scintilla  ol  reason  lias  been  presented  ta 
support  the  position.    The  only  thing  like  argument 
which  has  been  attemptcJ,  is  tlie  statement  of  the  gen- 
tlenun  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  \VHtTTi.Bsat]  that  it  has  not  beett 
the  usage  of  the  tioremment  to  pay  in  such  cases  t  but 
all  llie  instances  be  has  cited,  have  been  shewn  to  be  in- 
applicable to  the  present.    If  they  were  applicable.  1 
would,  on  that  accotmt,  call  upon  the  House  now  to  conif 
to  a  direct  decision  in  this  case,  sitd  settle  the  true  prin- 
ciple.  It  has  been  urged  that  because  the  Constitatioi 
of  the  United  States,  with  certain  views,  coitsidered  alars 
as  penons,  they  are  but  a  qualified  property,  ami  there- 
fore not  to  be  paid  for.    Yon  may  seixe  the  |M-operty  for 
the  public  use — deprive  the  owner  of  the  services  of  hit 
slave,  and  carry  him  into  ilanger  even  of  the  loss  of  k$ 
life,  and  if  he  be  injured  or  desiroyed,  you  will  not  pay! 
I  will  tell  the  gentlemen,  in  a  word,  wliy  slaves  arc  pro- 
perty t  They  are  such  in  respect  of  the  right  of  tlw  ovn- 
er  to  sell  them  t  not  hke  the  reUtion  between  master  and 
apprentice,  or  father  and  son,  where  there  is  a  coartrsd 
or  a  right  to  the  temporary  service — but  it  is  the  •baohMs 
power  of  disposing  of  the  dave  altogether,  tbat  makes 
him  property.  Again,  sir,  the  owner  of  a  slave  jMysa  tsx 
on  him,  as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate  ;  an4 
that  is  the  pecular  badge  of  private  property  in  rcUliM 
to  Gnvemnient.    The  alave  was  property,  sir,  before  Um 
Government  was  formed — was  such  under  the  lawsoflbt 
States,  and  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  be  had  been  beU 
by  the  inhalHtantst^the  provmees  before.    1'his  Genefsl 
Government  found  ^v«s  the  property  of  the  citlsens  flf 
the  States,  and  its  power  cannot  impugn  the  riglii.  K 
shall  not  define  property,  but  must  take  it  aa  it  was,  snJ 
construe  the  Constitution,  which  enjbtns  compensation  tw- 
it, when  taken  for  public  use,  with  reference  to  what  is 
property  in  the  States.    If  this  Government  takes  stani 
for  (he  public  use,  in  any  emeigcncy,  it  can  only  touCk 
them  as  the  proper^  of  the  owner  i  not  aa  citizens,  for 
they  are  not  sufii  *  and  they  cannot  be  enlisted  as  ael< 
diers,  or  enrolled  in  the  militia.  They  cannot  be  cnKsted, 
because  they  are  slaves,  and  cannot  contract  t  and  ibey 
cannot  be  enroIIe<l  in  the  militia,  becanse  tlie  fundaa»ent- 
al  militia  act  of  179^,  excludes  all  but  free  white  maks. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  do  away  this  riglu  of  pro- 
perty, by  comparing  sUves  with  apprentices  t  butithej 
are  citizens,  and  participate  iu  the  rights  and  burthens « 


matter  how  you  disguise  it,  common  language  will  be  un-   the  Government,  and  are  not  property.    The  force  of 


derstood  by  the  neoplf,  and  they  will  consider  a  rejec- 
tion of  this  ameiulnrient  as  a  decision  against  the  right  of 
property  to  this  extent  }  (or  the  commiilee  do  aver,  that, 
as  to  any  claim  to  compensation  for  injury  dime  to  a  slave 
taken  for  public  purposes,  such  sbve  is  not  considered 
as  property,  and  therefore  not  to  be  paid  fop.  Now,  sir, 
this  is  the  very  reason  wliy  I  would  now  decide  at  once 
that  they  are  property,  and  so  to  be  considered,  aiul  set- 
tle the  question  forever.  I  stand  upon  the  ground  that 
slaves  are  property  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  should 
be  pnid  for  as  such,  like  every  other  species  of  property. 
1  will  nut  taVe  upon  myself  t'>  lay  censure  on  an  honora- 
ble committee  of  this  House  ;  but  I  must  say  that  all  the 
excitement  which  has  been  exhibited  on  this  occasion,  is 
owing  to  the  misuken  views  of  Uieir  report. 

If  slaves  are  property,  as  admitted,  why' shall  they  not 
be  considered  aa  such  f  1  will  put  the  absurdity  to  this 
House  I  What  is  tlut  which  is  property,  and  nut  to  be 
consideretl  such  t  Such  refinements  are  not  for  us,  sir. 
If  gentlemen  knew  how  this  kiiHl  of  thing  is  felt  by  tliose 
more  immctliately  concerned,  they  miglit  excuse  my  eai- 
liestness.  IfsUves  be  property,  why  should  they  nut  be 
M  cinudered  ?  These  are  convertible  prnposilions  ;  and 
they  are  property  of  a  kind  the  most  valiiuble  ami  most 
exposed.   Has  any  direct  reasoning  been  ofleredj  on  ge- 


this  suggestion,  however,  has  been  triumphantly  put 
down  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  by  tlie  brief  an- 
swer that,  if  there  were  any  analogy,  it  might  prove  that 
the  master  of  an  apprentice  was  also  entitled  to  renwoe- 
ration  for  his  loss,  but  not  tliat  the  owners  of  ^v«a  are 
not  Bo  entitled. 

Not  a  «ngle  case  has  been  presented  from  the  acts  of 
Congress,  to  shew  that  any  principle  has  been  eatabUsh- 
ed  against  allowing  compensation  for  tlie  loss  or  injury  fj£ 
shives  taken  for  the  public  use,  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner.  -All  the  cases  cited,  were  instances  of  tlie  vo- 
hintsry  risk  of  the  owners,  except  that  of  Purkill,  whose 
slave,  whilst  impressed  into  the  public  service,  wssaup> 
posed  to  bave  contracted  a  fatal  disease  by  working-  in 
the  mud,  and  the  claim  fur  remuneration  «'as  rejected  by 
a  committee,  on  a  nice  distinction  between  direct  ajid 
consequential  damages. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  in  this  cas?,  havd 
kindly  and  humanely  sug^sted,  as  the  best  scheme  for 
obtaining  compensation  in  these  cases,  to  provide  for 
placing  slaves  on  the  footing  of  a  militiaman.  I  now,  Mr, 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  suggestion,  as  I  eon* 
siller  it  an  impeachment  of  the  riglit  of  the  dave4K4der, 
under  the  existing  Constitution  and  laws  :  for  these  pro* 
vide  fur  the  case  sufBciently— nay,  expressly.  Our  slaves 
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arc  properly,  and  not  citizens  :  and  I  will  not  consent  to 
placethem  on  the  ground  orfree  citizens.  Such  a  scheme 
H  directly  against  the  policy  of  the  General  Gorernment, 
as  I  have  staleVl.  and  o^nst  the  policy  necessary  to  the 
salvation  of  ceruin  States,  which  is  to  exclude  them  from 
the  tise  of  ai'ms-  And  as  it  nms  counter  to  the  feelings 
of  Souiheni  men,  so  it  is  a  mockery  of  justice  as  a  reme- 
dy. 

But  It  has  heen  contended  that  there  is  no  constitu- 
lioiuJ  provtsjon,  nor  any  existing  law,  to  authorize  the 
Goveniinent,  or  its  apfents,  to  take  private  pniperty  for 
the  public  (ise.  witliout  a  previous  contract,  and  that, 
even  in  the  exigencies  of  war,  neither  the  Government 
nor  its  agents  can  seize  upon  a  slave,  in  a  case  of  immi- 
nent public  peril,  or  necessity  t  ami  we  are  warned 
against  recognizing  the  lawless  acts  of  officers  with 
epaulettes  on  their  slioulders,  lest  it  lead  to  tyranny.  I 
vould  gtianj,  sir,  with  as  much  care  as  any  man,  against 
the  slighust  enrringcment  of  individual  riglits ;  but  this 
is  a  national '  question,  which  involves  the  essential 
means  for  the  security  and  safety  <^  this  whole  Teople, 
who  muEt,  in  time  of  war,  look  to  this  Government  for 
protection.  In  whatever  unpopular  light  some  gentle- 
men may  attempt  to  plnce  this  necessary  power,  in  time 
of  war,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Governmt-nt  may  be 

j'ustified,  in  tlic  imminent  peril  of  war,  and  for  the  pub- 
ic safety,  to  seize  upon  siicli  private  properly  as  the 
exigency  of  the  case  demands.  WIicti  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  it  did  not  pi-ofess  lo  provide  for  every  case, 
Vhich  no  law  can  do  ;  nuny  things  were  left  to  the  pre- 
existing' principles  of  Govtmmeiit,  which  were  known 
and  csUbliBhed.  The  fundamental  laws  of  society,  in 
every  reguUr  Government,  provides  for  the  case  in 
ffuestion  :  and  tlie  5ih  article  of  ihe  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  is  only  dcclaratoiy  of  tlie  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens to  just  compeiisalion,  and  affirms  lue  .existing  pow- 
er of  Government.  It  is  the  rock  of  our  salvation,  as 
it  is  Uie  means  of  general  protection,  under  this  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  of  extreme  public  danger.  This  dominium 
eminena,  or  transcendental  propriety,  or,  power,  is  neces- 
sarily incidental  to  Governmint.*  nf  every  form,  and  it  is 
most  essential  to  a  Rcpubhc,  «liv  rein  Ihe  general  good 
and  public  safety  nre  lo  be  always  provided  for  j  and  in 
extreme  cases,  m  which  ufone  it  is  to  be  exercised,  the 
necessity  of  seizing  on  private  property  must,  for  tlie 
lime,  be  judged  of  by  Ihe  Government  or  its  officers. 
The  power  rests  on  the  imminent  necessity  of  the  c.ise. 
I  will  not  cite  authorities  here,  for  these  principles  are 
mentioned  and  stated  by  all  the  writers  on  pohtica)  law. 
But  gentlemen  call  for  a  previous  special  law  to  be  pas- 
sed. Now,  nr,  pnt  the  case  to  a  committee,  or  to  any 
member  of  this  IIoubf,  and  either  the  one  or  the  other 
will  tcH  you,  that,  for  e.x-gencies  so  various,  no'prcviotia 
law  can  provide.   Therefore,  when,  under  this  eminent 


go 

epauletted  gentleman  for  his  damages  in  trespass. 

I  will,  sir,  put  one  case  i  A  private  dwelling  is  on  the 

Glint  OT  being  taken  by  an  enemy,  which  migjit  give 
m  a  dangerous  foothold,  and  our  army  should  find  it 
essentia]  to  its  safety  to  drive  out  the  inhabitants — 
though  free  citizens — and  occupy  the  building,  or,  even 
for  the  salvation  of  the  People  from  a  conqueror,  to 
raze  it,  with  all  its  beautiful  gardens  and  improve- 
mentj,  to  Uie  ground.  Tite  act  is  of  direful  neccsuty  i 
but  such  like  casM  arc  put  and  recognized  by  the  writ- 
ers to  whom  f  allude.  And  what,  wr,  dlstingtiishes  this 
of  ours  from  other  Governments,  hot  the  better  security 
which  iaafforded  by  it  to  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  * 
And  will  you  take  away  from  it  a  needful  power — one 
cascntial  to  the  protection  of  the  People  in  a  periotl  of 
WW  and  (Taiiger— because,  possibly,  at  some  period,  it 


may  be  abused  ^  Shall  we  resign  the  essential  means  of 
the  public  safety,  from  a  fear  of  the  terrific  ghosts  of  a 
Pompey  or  a  Cesar Is  it  really  expected,  ur,  that  these 
shadows  will  alarm  the  minds  M  a  free  ami  enlightened 
Republican  People  ?  Who  are  we,  sir,  to  whom  these 
arguments  are  addressed  f  the  Representatives  of  that 
People,  presumed  to  know  their  rights,  and  to  be  al- 
ways ready  to  guard '  them.  And  we  are  told  that  we 
must  Suffer  the  Government  to  be  destroyed^  or  the  Peo- 
ple conquered,  because  there  is  no  express  proviwon  in 
the  Constitution  for  using  private  property  for  their  safe- 
ty, in  case  of  great  necesmty ;  and  that,  because,  pcr- 
Nunce,  in  some  fiilure  age,  a  tyrant  my  rise  up  amongst 
us,  we  must  at  once  lop  off  the  strongest  arm  of  our  se- 
curity ? 

1  will  forbear  further  remark,  and  will  only  add,  as 
to  the  many  admonitions  against  an  indulgence  in  warmth 
and  feeling,  that  it  unfortunately  happens  that  all  the 
cause  for  tnem  is  on  one  ude,  not  on  the  other.  Those 
who  are  interested  immediately  agamst  the  destruetioii 
of  the  individual  rights  in  (bis  species  of  property,  are 
they  who  ought  to  speak  and  demand  security  for  them. 
If  Ihe  claim  of  this  petitioner  is  supported  by  proper 
proof — which  now  is  not  denied — I  humbly  trust  that  the 
grounds  and  principles  of  the  amendment  will  be  recog- 
nized by  a  solemn  vote  of  this  House,  and  that  we  will 
not  he  turned  away  by  a  loose  dcclanution,  not  applica- 
ble lo  the  subject. 

Mr.  SU'lliBRLAND  stud,  be  would  have  been  much 
better  pleased  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Stobss]  if  he  had  not  endeavored  to  shield  himself  Irom 
the  effect  of  the  argument?  of  gentlemen,  by  insisting 
that,  as  his  remarks  were  made  in  committee,  they  could 
not  be  replied  to  in  Ihe  Ilouse.  He  tliought,  however, 
notwithstanding  tlie  device  of  the  honnable  member,* 
he  mi^t  be  able  to  debate  the  question.  The  speech 
of  the  gentleman  was  in  this  morning's  Journal  t  be  had- 
T«ad  it,  and  it  now  belonged  to  the  public.  lie  there- 
fore proposed  making  a  few  remarks  upon  its  most  pro- 
minent features.  And  he  felt  ihe  n»ore  solicitous,  be- 
cause it  contained  sentiments  that  ought  to  be  met,  ami 
refuted  if  possible. 

The  honorable  member  objected  to  the  doctrine,  that 
private  property  could  be  legally  token  for  public  use, 
unless  full  compensation  was  made  at  the  time,  fie  con- 
tended that  tlie  literal  import  of  the  provision  in  the  Con- 
slitulioii,  implied  payment  when  the  property  was  to  be 
taken.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  that  was  the  true  construclion, 
the  Conslitiition  could  not  have  continued  until  this  time. 
It  would  have  been  no  compliment  upon  the  intelligence 
or  prudence  of  those  who  framed  it,  or  those  who  adopt 
cd  it.  Rut  what  clearly  illustrates  the  obvious  intent  and 
meaniitg  of  the  pmvision  about  private  property,  is,  that " 
it  is  found  in  one  of  the  amendnienu  lo  the  Constitution 
— prepared,  saj  s  the  genlk-man  from  New  York,  lo  keep 
(iovernment  in  check.  If,  however,  it  had  been  devi.ied 
for  ihc  piirprise  of  demanding  compensation  at  the  time 
private  property  was  taken,  why  does  not  tlie  provision 
embrnce  that  idea  in  distinct  aud  positive  terms  f  Amend- 
ments are  drawn  tip  with  the  view  of  correcting  some 
ovcrtiights  or  omi»Biona  in  the  ung<nal  inslniment  tu 
which  they  are  supplementary.  They  are  alwaj-s  pre- 
pared with  great  care,  to  meet  the  objtct  conteinjdateil 
by  the  iiulividuals  propuaing  tliein.  And  as  that  amend- 
ment IS  wholly  silent  as  lo  paying  for  private  property  as 
soon  as  laken,  and  particularly  when  the  frnmers  were 
mmikllng  a  provision  of  caution  against  tlie  Goveminent, 
as  the  honorable  member  alleges,  it  is  a  matter  of  irre- 
sistible inference  that  his  conalniction  is  erroneous. 

How  many  cases  had  the  gallant  men  wilnessetl,  who 
had  carried  Iheir  county  saftly  through  the  Revohition, 
that  warned  them,  as  men  enlightened  by  the  history  of 
the  timco,  to  reject  the  nut'um  entertained  by  the  huuor- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


loss 


GAL£S  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


H.  or  R.] 


.  Caw  0/  Mar^gny  If  All  Vive. 


[Jav.  18,  183S. 


able  member.  Nothing  could  bare  induced  them  to 
adopt  juch  R  clause.  The  ptyment  Fur  properly  in  time 
of  war  must  depend  upon  the  circumstanceB  of  ibe  cue. 
lit  mwiy  iiwtancet  the  officer  has  no  funds,  or,  if  he  should 
have  funds,  he  cannot  know  how  lon^  he  would  wish  to 
retain  the  property  in  hu  Mrvice— m  the  instance  of 
tiiis  slave. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  he,  therefore*  felt  emboldened  in  as- 
serting^, that,  as  the  words  about  immediate  payment 
were  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  Constitution,  it  wu  riglit  to 
take  private  property  for  tbe  use  of  the  Coremment, 

subject  to  valuation  and  future  payment. 

The  next  point  in  this  case,  Mr.  S.  said,  referred  to  an 
imputation  that  had  been  indirectly  cast  upon  another 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  The  honcHvble  member 
had  censured  Cicero  for  Uie  following  sentiment,  which 
he  had  uttered  on  a  certain  memorable  occasion  :  "In- 
ter arma  aitettt  Ages'*— as  eminently  fraught  with  evil. 
He  would  have  made  the  House  believe,  from  his  re- 
markx,  tlut  the  doctrine  then  advanced  had  never  been 
heard  of  sinc^  or  recognized  in  any  Government ;  that 
it  had  been  exploded  from  that  hour  to  the  present — so 
alarming  and  dangerous  was  it  tn  its  nature,  lie  con- 
tended that  a  People  that  favored  such  a  doctrine  were 
fit  only  to  be  slaves.  Hear,  however,  what  the  sages  of 
the  Revolution,  the  fathers  of  tlie  Republic — men  ardent- 
tf  devoted  to  their  country's  prosperity,  when  deliberat- 
ing upon  this  very  point,  decided.  They  resolved — and 
the  People  afterwards  sanctioned  (heir  work — that  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  should  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  in  a  case  of  rebellion,  or  invasion,  ihe 
public  safety  might  require  it.  Thus  it  is  manifest,  that 
this  sentiment,  odious  as  it  may  be  to  tbe  gentlemun  from 
New  Voric,  was  adopted  b^  this  body  of  frcenten,  wi^i 
General  Wasliingtun  at.  their  head,  who  had  ascertained 
what  powers  were  necessary  for  the  safely  of  tbe  Repub- 
He.  In  these  piping  time«  of  peace,  when  prosperity 
surrounds  us  every  where,  when  no  one  dreams  of  war, 
we  talk- most  valiantly  against  miliury  power.  Our  form 
of  Government  was  however  designed  for  war,  as  well  as 
peace.  The  ship  upon  the  tranquil  ocean  represenu  our 
Constitution  in  times  of  repose.  Rut  when  tlie  storm  ra- 
ges, and  the  sea  threatens  her  with  destruetion<— when 
her  msirinera  are  seen  throwing  part  of  her  car^  over- 
board, then  we  have  some  conception  of  ihe  Constitution, 
agitated  by  the  perils  of  war.  If  pressing  necessities  re- 
quire prompt  and  efficient  means  to  save  the  nation,  it 
would  be  highly  criminal  not  to  re3nrt  to  them.  That  the 
honorahlemcmbershouldhaveomitted,  orfin^ten,  what 
is  thus  sanctioned  by  our  charter  of  freedom,  is  rather 
strange. 

By  the  way  he  proves  Ihe  cowardice  of  Cicero  in  ra- 
ther  an  tintiBUHl  manner,  by  shewing  that  he  anxiously 
pressed  forward  to  meet  his  fate. 

I'Hie  .^PKAKKU  here  suggested  to  Mr.  S.  that  he 
cuidd  not  fitllow  the  honorable  member  into  his  debate  in 
committee.  1 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  he  would  advance  his  reasons  in  favor 
of  the  amen<lment,  ma  king. compensation  for  the  loss  of 
the  slave,  occuring  from  his  wnrkltig  at  the  entrenchments 
at  New  Orleans.  In  the  course  of  tlie  argument,  some 
gentlemen  had  urged  Ihe  propriety  of  paying  fur  the 
time  the  slave  was  in  the  service,  hut  did  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  go  any  furtlitr.  lie  was  willing  to  pay  the  loss 
the  muter  had  sustained.  And  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  to  him,  bo  fw  as  related  to  his  vote,  wheth- 
er the  man  was  impressed,  or  was  voUinUrily  sent  by  his 
master.  To  pay  the  owner  for  the  hire  of  tliis  slave  was 
not  in  his  opinion,  "full  compensation."  He  said  he 
would  sustain  the  propriety  of  his  argument  from  the 
fact,  that,  al'houeh  a  soldier  receives  his  monthly  pay, 
yet,  if  he  should  die  in  the  senice,  a  pension  is  allowed 
to  his  wife.    This  is  a  matter  of  reparation.    It  is  intend- 


ed to  be  in  the  nature  ofan  equivalent  fbrlbeloaa  of  oue's 
services,  upon  which  the  wife  looked  for  support.  lie 
said,  if  we  applied  this  pruwiple  to  the  owner  of  the 
slave,  who  has  lost  his  sen'tces,  there  can  be  but  little 
difficulty  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  upon  thb 
subject.  And  that  in  his  opinion,  would  be  hy  voUn|;  for 
the  amendment  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SILAS  WOOD,  of  New  York,  stated,  that  be 
sliould  not  have  taken  any  part  in  this  debate,  if  doc- 
trines had  not  been  advanced,  against  which  be  felt  him- 
sell  bound  to  pnAest.    The  case  before  the  House  is  an 
application  for  compensation  for  property  impressed  for 
public  use.  Some  gentlemen,  in  order  to  support  tbe  claim, 
have  thought  it  necessai'y  to  justify  the  act  of  tlie  officer, 
performed  without  legislative  authority,  as  a  le^l  act, 
which  tlie  Government  is,  of  course,  bound  to  indemnify. 
They  derive  the  authority  from  that  power,  which  reaides 
in  every  Government,  to  employ,  in  extreme  caaea,  tbe 
whole  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  for  its  preserar 
tion.    It  is  conceded  that  such  a  power  exists  ;  but  it  is 
denied  that  the  Executive,  or  any  subordinate  oiGcer, 
can  exercise  this  power,  without  the  authority  of  a  Uw. 
None  of  ilie  powers  of  Government  can  be  exercised 
without  the  violation  of  Ihe  Constitution,  until  the  exer- 
cise of  them  is  authorized  and  prescribed  by  law.  To 
contend  that  the  Executive,  or  a  subordinate  officer,  has 
a  right,  without  law,  to  exert  this  authority,  is  to  clotbe 
him  with  legisUtive  power — is  to  delegate  the  highest 
exertion  of  legislative  authority  with  which  we  are  en- 
trusted, to  a  subordinate  military  officer.   The  doclriae 
goes  to  legalize  the  acta  of  the  officer,  done  in  violation  of 
tlie  most  sacred  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution.  He 
may  take  what  property  he  pleases;  bis  will  is  his  nile : 
and,  whatever  may  be  tlie  occasion  of  tbe  in^Teameal, 
or  the  amount  in  value,  you  will  be  bound  to  mdenaify 
the  sufferers  without  inquiry. 

Sir,  it  is  by  small  encroachments  that  liberty  is  eo- 
dangered.  Grant  this  to  be  a  legitimate  power,  witboet 
its  being  prescribed  by  law,  and  you  adroit  a  principle 
which  destroys  tlit;  guards  which  have  been  provided 
to  secure  peritunul  libeKy,  and  private  property,  and 
subvert  the  Constitution.  -A  prudent  and  patriotic  Gas* 
eral  will  only  resort  to  impressment  when  it  ia  neceaaaiy 
to  secure  the  success  of  the  expedition  he  condiicta.  An 
aspiring  commander  will  go  further — and  so,  one  after 
another,  each  enbrging  the  extent  of  his  usurpation.', 
till  the  abuse  terminates  in  a  miliiary  despotism.  There 
was  no  necessity  to  resort  to  this  desperate  doctrine  tn 
sustain  the  claim  to  indemnity  in  the  case  before  the 
House.  There  are  cases  in  almost  every  war,  in  which 
the  commander  of  the  forces  is  obliged  tu-takr  soraelhii^ 
from  the  owners,  for  the  use  of  the  service,  to  ensure  the 
success  of  an  enterprise.  He  impresses  the  properly,  as- 
sumes U\e  respensiuility  of  accounting  to  the  owner,  and 
relics  on  the  justice  anid  magnanimity  of  his  country  to 
appreciate  his  motives,  and  to  indemnify  the  sufTeren, 
and,  in  all  cases  where  it  appears  the  ofncer  acted  with 
good  faith,  he  wiU  be  saved  harmlcM. 

Every  impressment,  without  law,  is  still  a  trespaas.  It 
is  so  considered  by  tlie  33d  article  of  our  Military  I.aw< 
It  13  so  considered  by  tite  act  of  April  9th,  1816.  This 
act,  made  to  compensate  such  whose  property  had  been 
impressed  for  public  use,  required,  that  every  person 
who  received  compensation  for  property  which  had 
been  impressed,  should,  at  Uie  same  time,  execute  a  re. 
lease  of  all  claims  against  the  officer  who  impreasetl  the 
property.  The  courts,  also,  in  which  suits  have  been 
prosecuted  by  those  whose  property  had  been  impress- 
ed, against  the  officers  who  impressed  it,  have  uniform- 
ly considered  the  act  a  trespass,  and  have  awarded  dasa- 
■gcs  against  the  officer.  The  cases  in  wltich  a  com- 
manding officer  may  find  the  success  of  an  expedition 
to  require  that  private  property  should  be  taken  for  pub- 
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lie  service  may  be  reduced  to  two  civsses «  \st,  cases  of 
obvioua  pccurrence,  which  migrht  be  provided  for,  but 
for  which  no  leg»I  provision  has  been  made ;  2d,  con- 
tingent cases,  which  could  not  be  foreseen  or  provided 
for.  Our  Military  kw  makes  lio  provision  for  impress- 
mentof  property.  The  Britisb  Mutiny  act  provides  for 
billeting,  and  for  the  imppessment  of  te&ms  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army  on  a  march. 

The.  Colony  of  New  York  during  the  French  war, 
authorized  and  regulated  the  impressment  of  certain  ar- 
ticles of  private  property,  which  they  foresaw  would  be 
necetsai-y  to  the  seasonable  march  of  their  troops  to  the 
scenes  of  action.  Cases  must  occur,  under  the  limited 
proviMtms  of  our  act,  where  additional  means  to  those 
which  wm  provided,  will  become  necessary  to  the  suc- 
ceu  <^  a  military  enterprise.  This  was  the  fact  iil  the 
case  before  the  House.  The  enemy  were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  an  important  dty  was  threatened  with  con- 
quest and  pillage— to  ensure  the  vigor  and  despatch 
necessary  to  complete  the  works  of  defence,  to  convey 
Uie  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  to  the  ground, 
and  to  get  the  army  in  readiness  to  repel  the  enemy,  it 
waa  necessary  to  put  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
country  in  requisition.  The  petitioner'a  property  was 
taken,  a^  one  of  the  alavea  received  nuterial  injury  in 
the  public  service.  The  impressment  is  presumed  to 
have  been  made  in  good  fiutb,  and  for  the  public  good  i 

-  others,  in  like  circumstance^  have  received  compensa- 
tion, and,  in  my  opinion,  the  petitioner  ought  to  receive 
th«  same  treatment.  .  I  would  never  consent  to  indem- 
■uftr  for  ft  wanton  or  unnecessaiy  exercise  of  authority. 
There  »  no  pretence  that  that  was  the  case  In  the  pre- 
sent instance,  and  indeed  sueli  cases  will  very  rarely  oc- 
cur. The  liability  of  an  officer  to  remunerate  the  own- 
er in  damages  for  the  property  impressed,  and  the  hazard 
of  being  refused  an  indemnity  by  Congress,  in  esse  the 
act  was  not  palpably  necessary,  will  generally  afford  suffi- 
ctent  security  anunst  the  abuse  of  power. 

The'  only  dimculty  in  this  case  is  to  fix  on  a  satisfac- 
tory rule  of  danuiges,  or  mode  of  compensation.  If  a 
jury  of  the  vicinity  had  passed  on  the  case,  I  should 
adopt  their  verdict.  If  any  correct  estimate  can  be  made 
()f  what  that  would  probably  be,  it  may  be  pmper  to 
adopt  tltat  sum.  If  ihe  amount  of  damages  can  not  be 
satisftictorily  ascertained,  I  know  of  no  other  mode  of 

Compensation  but  to  treat  the  slave  aa  a  volunteer  militia- 
man, and  place  him  upon  the  pension  list,  with  a  pension 
propoi-tioneil  to  the  degree  of  bis  disability.  If  any  more 
eligible  mode  of  compensation  can  be  suggested,  1  shall 
be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  EVEUETT  observed,  that  be  did  not  rise  for  ihe 
purpose  of  entering  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  the 
question  before  the  House,  but  to  express  in  the  simplest 
form  in  his  power,  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject, 
and  the  considerations,  which  would  govern  him,  in  giv- 
ing his  vote  in  favor  of  tlie  amendment.  In  the  first 
place,  continued  Mr.  E.,  in  reply  to  the  inquiiy  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood,]  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  [Mr.  I.ivikgbtoit]  professed  him- 
self unable  ftdty  (o  answer,  I  wotiM  observe,  that  it  up- 
peara,  from  the  urigiiial  papers  of  the  case,  that  the  blare 
impressed  sustained  an  injury  from  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my ;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  eye  and  left  arm, 
.deprived  of  hii  eye  and  permanemly  weakened  in  his 
limb  {  so  that  the  iimiiy  sutTered  was  the  direct  and  not 
tlie  consequential  effect  of  the  impressment.  In  answer 
to  the  other  demand  of  the  same  eentleman,  viz  :  for  a 
measure  of  damages,  I  would  farlTier  observe,  said  Mr. 

that  a  tribunal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  usual  one  in 
such  cases,  two  or  three  neighbors,  had  testified  that 
tlie^  conceived  the  owner  of  the  slave  to  liave  sufTvred 
an  mjurjr,  to  the  amount  of  the  compensation  now  claim- 
ed.   Tliis  testimony  may  be  seen  among  the  oiiginal  pa- 
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pers  of  the  case  ;  which,  though  too  long  to  be  con. 
veniently  read,  may  be  consulted  by  any  gentleman,  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 

The_  real  merits  of  the  question,  sud  Mr.  E.,  may,  in 
my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower  limitsthan  might  be 
supposed,  from  the  wide  raiijje  of  the  discussion.  The 
claim  arises  under  that  provision  of  tlie  Cunstitution — 
that  amendment  of  the  Constitution— by  which  it  is  gtur- 
aniicd  that '« private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use,  without  just  compensation."  Now,  ar,  by  re- 
jecting this  amendment,  we  virtually  introduce  into  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  the  qualification  "except- 
ing slaves."  We  make  it  read,  'f  nor  shall  private  pro- 
perty, excepting  slaves,  be  Uken  for  the  pubbc  use, 
without  just  compertsation."  I  am  prepared  to  say, 
without  scruple,  that  if,  at  the  time  of  discussing  and 
adopting  tJiis  amendment  to  tlie  Constitution,  it  had 
been  proposed  to  insert  such  a  qiulification  of  it,  it 
would  have  been  fktal  not  merely  to  the  amendment,  but 
to  the  Constitution  itself.  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
candor  and  common  sense  of  every  gentleman,  in  the 
House,  whether  a  proposition  going,  in  effect,  to  say, 
that  '"private  property,  in  slaves,  might  be  taken  fur  the 
public  use,  without  just  compensation,"  would  have  been 
entertained  for '  a  moment,  when  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  were  adopted. 

Therein  I  o«n,  continued  Mr.  E.,  one  view  of  the 
matter,  wliiclt-  struck  me  with  some  force,  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  allowance  of  this  claim.  Admitting  tlte  prin- 
ciple, that  property  impressed  into  the  public  service  is 
to  be  paid  for,  the  measure  of  compensation  is  to  be 
sought,  in  what  would  have  been  the  terms  of  a  con- 
tract,  bad  the  property  been  taken  under  contract  with 
the  owner  and  not  impressed.  Now  it  may  be  said,  that 
no^erson  hiring  a  slave,  would  insure  his  life,  which  we 
vii'tiially  do  if  we  pay  this  claim.  This  objection,  how- 
ever, seems  to  me  only  plausible.  Suppose  tlie  Mayor 
of  New  Orleans,  Instead  of  impressing  a  slave,  had  come 
to  his  owner,  and  proposed  to  hire  liim,  would  not  the 
owner,  in  making  his  terms,  have  said,  "tliis  is  no  com- 
mon case'  of  service  ;  you  want  the  man,  not  to  work  in 
yotir  garden  or  plantations,  but  on  the  lines,  where  he  is 
to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from  morning  to 
night.  I  cannot  yield  him,  at  the  usual  rate  of  wages  j 
I  must  be  paid  according  to  the  peculiarly  dangerous 
nature  of  the  service."  Such  would  be  the  language  of 
the  owner  t  and  the  least  he  would  demand  wpuM  be  in- 
demnity against  the  damage  actually  sustained  t  on  the 
common  principles  of  contracts,  he  ought  to  have  morei 
he  ought  to  be  indemnified  against  the  risk  of  the  total 
loss  of  the  slave.  I  tlicrefore  knov  of  no  better  mea- 
sure of  the  compensation,  to  which  U'Auterive  is  now 
entitled,  than  that  which  ia  found  in  tliese  documents — 
the  judgment  of  the  Physician — the  opinion  of  the' 
neighbors,  that  a  loss  to  tne  amount  claimed  has  been 
sustained  :  for  it  was  sustained  by  the  direct  effect  of  ex- 
posure to  danger,  known  to  exist  when  the  nan  was  sub- 
jected to  it,  and  against  which  his  owner  would  have 
stipulated  in  a  contract. 

I  cannot  admit,  said  Mr.  E.,  tliat  the  nature  of  the 
right  of  impressment,  or,  if  you  please,  the  quality  of 
the  act  of  impressment  necessarily  comes  into  diseusuon 
here.  We  are  not  now  called  to  legalize  i,if  f  may  use 
that  word]  the  act,  by  which  this  property  was  impress- 
ed. Wc  did  that  at  the  Ust  session  of  Congress.  We  paid 
D'Auterive  fur  his  uther  properly,  taken  at  the  same  time. 
On  the  passage  of  the  bill,  making  the  appropriation  for 
him,  1  do  not  find  that  a  ^viuon  took  place.  The  Yeas 
and  Nays  do  not  appear  to  have  been  asked.  1  cannot 
find  the  name  of  either  of  my  friends  from  New  York 
[Messrs.  Wood  and  Stobhs]  on  record  against  the  allow- 
ance  made  to  Harigny  DVAuterive  last  Winter.  It  it 
therefore  not  now  a  que&tion,  whether  we  shall  adopt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i»S9 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  BEGISTER 


1060 


H.  ov  R.] 


GoH  of  Merigny  jyJuUriee. 


[Jiv.  18,  183S. 


the  «ct,  by  which  this  man'i  property  wu  impresKd  in- 
to the  public  service  ;  but  whether,  having'  p^d  him  for 
K  part  of  it,  and  with  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims  in  favor  of  another  p«rt,  we  sliall  refine  to  pay 
IhU  renuuning  portion.  If  we  do  refute.  U  maut  be  on 
strong  grouius,  applicable  to  this  particular  part  of  the 
propeily.    The  preliminary  question  has  been  settled. 

Mr.  E.  said  hcKsliould  nut  enter  into  the  conskleration 
of  the  precedents.  Among  all,  which  had  been  cited, 
there  appeared  to  be  but  one  of  an  impressed  slave,  and 
that  one  was  not  a  esse  fully  in  point ;  because  the  in- 
jury sustained,  although  probably  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
posure, was  not  certainly  so.  Granting,  however,  (hat 
it  were  fully  in  point,  it  would  still  make  but  a  single 
precedent  riitherto  produced,  against  such  an  illowance 
as  ia  now  asked  :  an  ixRufiicient  grotind  certainly  for  re- 
fusing to  p»y  for  a  putt  uf  the  property,  while  you  pay 
for  th*"  rest. 

The  ur^fument  a^^'innt  this  claim  drawn  from  the  ana- 
logy with  the  case  of  minors  and  apprentices,  who  might 
die  in  the  military  service  of  the  country*  said  Mr.  B.,  1 
heard  with  some  pain.  Tliere  seems  to  me  no  resem 
blance,  scarce  n  shadow  of  likeness,  In  llie  cases.  What, 
sir,  shall  we  adopt  an  analog^',  which  would  make  the 
ftec  citizen  of  llie  country,  because  he  lacks  a  year  or 
two  of  tlie  term  of  legal  mujority,  the  property  of  his 
master  !  The  most  that  can  be  said,  is,  that  his  msster 
«r  father  has  a  qualified  property  in  his  services  ;  and 
this  is  bahnced  by  obligations  essentially  reducing  the 
value  of  tlwt  property,  m  a  pecuniary  view.  Besides 
this,  the  analogy  supposes  what  cannot  happen,  'i'be 
minor  and  apprentice  cannot  be  impressed  into  the  sei^ 
vice  of  the  countr)-.  If  they  enter  it  at  all,  it  must  be 
after  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  supreme  legislative 
outhority  of  the  counliy,  emancipating  the  son  rromlhe 
patria  potesha,  making  the  apprentice  sui  Juria,  and 
thencerorword  competent  to  form  with  the  country  the 
contract  of  military  service.  When  he  has  thus  entered 
by  contract  into  the  military  service  of  the  country',  he 
is  there  for  liimself,  for  his  own  rights  as  a  citizen.  No 
doubt  such  a  law  is  an  invasion  of  the  interest  of  the 
parent  or  master,  in  the  minor's  services.-  The  law, 
which  has  been  relt-rred  to,  recogniaed  this,  in  assign- 
ing them  a  part  of  the  bounty  money  ;  but  it  is  a  kind  of 
interest,  which,  if  ettended  to  a  claim  for  an  indemnity  in 
nMMity,  for  the  loss  of  the  life  of  a  free  citizen,  woold  be 
■D  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  all  our  nistituiions. 

The  case  o(  the  skve  impressed  is  totally  dlfTerent. 
The  analogy  fails  in  the  most  important  points.  Ite  does 
not  enter  into  the  military  service  of  the  cotiittfy  by  con- 
tract. He  cannot  contract.  His  master  has  not  contract- 
ed for  hia  dave.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  moment  when, 
by  th«  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  country,  he  is  tlie 
proper^  of  his  owner,  the  Government  comes  by  force, 
takes  him  away,  and  destroys  him  in  the  public  *service. 
To  make  the  case  parallel,  we  must  suppose  an  act  of 
the  Government  emancipating  the  slaves,  and  enabling 
tbem  to  enlist  in  the  army.  Would  any  Government 
think  uf  passing  a  law  simply  emancipating  the  slaves  of 
its  citizens,  without  iiwking  any  compensation  to  their 
owners }  Such  an  act  would  indicate  a  tyranny,  as  ab- 
idule  as  any  that  ever  oppressed  a  people.  It  had  late- 
ly been  objected,  with  justice,  by  Lord  Howell,  to  the 
views  of  those  benevolent  persons  in  England,  who  were 
eoAtempUting  the  abolition  of  skvery,  that  they  looked 
too  much  to  the  coitdition  of  the  slave,  and  too  little  to 
the  right*  of  the  master ;  and  that  the  ideas  of  emancipa- 
tian  and  compensation  ought  to  go  hand  and  hand. 

With  respect  to  the  dangers  to  flow  from  sanclioning 
the  act,  by  whicli  the  proper!);  of  D'Autcrivc  was  im- 
pressed, it  is  not-  now  a  question.  We  have  already 
OMtctioned  the  act,  by  making  compensation  fur  a  part 
of  the  propeHy.   It  will  not  be  averred,  that  the  inte- 


rest of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  more  sacred,  than  his  in- 
terest^in  any  other  and  all  other  kinds  of  property.  This 
atgument  proves  too  much.  Wlieo  a  necesaity  of  im- 
pressment exists,  1  know  of  no  speues  of-  property  that 
can  be  protected.  In  the  extreme  need  of  the  country, 
it  must  be  defended  by  all  ita  physical  mew.  We 
have  sanctioned  the  act,  by  which  our  officer  went  into 
D'Auterive's  enclosure,  and  took  his  cart,  bis  horae,  aad 
his  wood.  Is  it  less  dangerous  to  sanction  this  invasion 
of  property,  than  an  invasion  of  that  in  a  slave }  I  know 
the  power  <^  impressment  is  the  most  odious  iti  the 
world.  It  rests  on  the  mokt  odious  plea  t  that  ol  nccea> 
sity,  which  knowa  no  law.  t  would  do  nothing  to  es- 
tend  it.  I  would  do  eveiy  thinr  to  rcftrain  it.  But  how 
shall  we  best  limit  and  bound  it?  How  con  we  do  id 
more  effectually,  than  by  imposing  a  rigid  law  of  coak> 
pcnsation  >  How  can  we  better  heal  the  violated  Uw  «f 
property,  than  by  making  fair  payment  of  the  injuiy  sea- 
tained. 

Mr.  E.  observed,  in  conclusion,  (bat  lie  liad  looked  in- 
to the  origiiwl  papers,  and  found  what  he  regarded  as 
evidence  of  the  impressment ;  he  had  found  proof,  that 
the  injury  arose  from  the  fire  of  '.be  enemy  ;  he  bod 
found  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  injwy  ; 
and  having  already  agreeil  to  pay  D'Auterive  for  *  part 
of  his  property,  he  could  not  now  consistently  refuse  to 
pay  him  for  the  remainder. 

Mr.  ALI.EN,  of  MaB9Bchusetta»  nid,  he  Imd  not  in- 
tended to  say  any  thing  in  this  case;  but  he  owed  it  to 
himself  to  state  his  reasons,  to  sustain  the  vote   he  was 
about  to  give.  Uut,  aflcr  all  the  argument  and  eloquence 
they  had  heard  om  the  subject,  he  would  add  but  veiy 
little  to  the  debate.    He  said,  he  conudered  that  ibe 
right  of  the  master  in  the  skve  was  founded  aoiely  m 
the  municip  j1  law  of  the  place,  and  he  was  bound  tA  rC' 
spect  the  right,  as  assured  by  the  laws  ofUie  SUte  whwe 
this  relation  is  recognized,  and  disclaimed  oU  riglit  to  im 
terfeK  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government. 
The  subject  was  excluwvely  within  the  competence  of  the 
States  where  slavery  exists,  and  this  Government  haa  no 
authority  or  power  over  it.    Still,  there  was  a  distinction 
between  the  right  of  the  matter  in  his  slave,  and  that  ol 
ihe  owner  of  other  subjects  of  property.   The  right  of 
the  master  rests  solely  in  the  municipal  law  of  the jilaec, 
and  is  limited  to  the  jusisdictton  of  the  State.    If  tli< 
slave,  therefore,  pass  out  of  tliat  jurisdiction,  and  into  r 
Government  which  does  not  recogniae  this  kind  of  pro- 
perty, the  right  of  the  master  falln,  there  being  no  law  to 
sustain  it.  Not  so  wiih  other  property.  Tliis  is  ftMinded  in 
a  principal  of  universal  law,  and  the  right     the  owner 
\a  recognized  atid  protected  in  evety  eivmied  cmmtty.  It 
was  on  account  of  this  disliiietion  tliat  the  holders  oC 
slaves  thought  an  express  provision  necessary  in  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  in  order  that  they  might  recbina  them 
when  found  in  States  where  the  municipal  law  does  not 
authorize  this  kind  of  property.    If  this  property  hod 
rested  on  the  same  foundation  as  other  property,  no 
such  provision  woii]cl  have  been  necessary.    The  owner 
might  have  taken  it  under  the  universal  law,  as  he  mi^t 
other  property,  or  migitt  have  found  redress  in  the 
Courts  in  the  like  manner.    It  belong  to  the  municipal 
law  to  settle  relations  between  individuals — to  regulftte 
the  rights  between  private  men.    l^e  right  of  (he  Gq- 
vemnient  o^  er  the  person,  and  to  tiie  p^Qperty  of  the  cit- 
izen, pertains  to  the  publiclavt  or,  u  it  is  mnetinet 
called,  the  law  of  empire. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  aay  that  it  ia  not  competent  Ibr 
thi4  Goveminent  to  provide  by  law  for  calling  out  thi« 
description  of  nci-suns  fur  the  defence  of  the  country. 
It  pertains  to  all  sovereignty  to  defend  the  territory  and 
the  people,  and  all  the  strengOi  and  resourcea  or  the 
countiy,  are  put  at  its  disposal  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  tbit 
duty.    Will  any  one  say  (hat  it  was  no(  competent  fur 
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tliese  States,  fn  ca*e  -aF  imimnent  danger,  before  they 
became  a  p&rty  to  the  Federal  Government,  to  call  out 
this  description  df  persons,  and  to 'form  them  into  a  mill- 
tary  fiirce  for  the  public  defence  ?  I  believe  this  expe- 
Oient  has  been  resoried  to  in  great  exigrencies,  in  all 
countries  where  slarery  has  existeti.  If  the  defence  of 
the  country  then  has  been  devolved  upon  the  Govem- 
-  nent  of  the  United  States,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  tlial 
it  has  not  a  strict  right  to  mort  to  this  k;nd  of  force 
for  the  necenary  dCKnce.  It  would  be  one  of  the  last 
expedients,  however,  to  which  I  would  be  willing  to  re- 
sort. But,  suppose  such  a  fbrce  brought  into  the  field, 
woutd  this  Government  be  obliged  to  pay  for  all  that 
might  be  killed  in  ba:tl]e  ?  I  trust  not.  Itwould  be  beyond 
the  resources  of  any  tountrj'.  A  tingle  re^roeiit  might 
create  a  burden  upon  the  Treasury  of  a  million  of  dollars. 
But,  sud  Mr.  A.  tne  claim  of  th«  master  ia.not  sustained 
ty  any  principlfe  of  law  applicable  to  the  case.  When 
theslaveis  impressed  into  the  public  service,  the  rela- 
tion created  by  the  municipal  law  is  suspended  between 
tiim  and  his  master,  and  he  is  brought  under  the  public 
law  which  regard*  him  as  a  person  skI  not  as  property 
—subjects  him  to  discipKne,  and  makes litm  answerable 
for  his  acts,  and  puniritable  for  his  delinquent^es.  Govem- 
snenMwd  at  all  times  a  direct  and  paramount  right  to  the 
services  of  this  description  oTpersons.  I'hey  owed  this 
duty  to  Government,  and  the  property  of  the  master  was 
always  subject  to  it.  The  Goveniment  then  is  not  bound 
to  pay  the  master  fur  his  slave  killed  in  battle,  or  fur 
«ny  injury  he  may  receive.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not 
ilen^  to  life  Government  the  right  of  impressment,  yet 
no' provision  could  be  made  before-hand  to  vest  any  of 
Its  officers  with  a  discretion  in  the  exercise  of  it  But 
Itiere  were  eases  of  extreme  necessity,  and  this  at  New. 
Orleans  was  one  of  (hem,  -when  Ihe  commanding  officer 
«f  an  array  in  some  sense  represents  the  whole  So- 
viTeignty,  and  migtit  command  all  the  resonrces  in  his 
(lowtr  lor  the  defence  of  the  country,  nut  this  did  not 
impart  any  strength  to  the  master'a  bUum  for  indemnity. 
It  must  stand  ou  its  own  bans,  and  not  on  tlie  chamctcr 
«f  the  act  by  which  the  damage  was  occasioned. 

If  compensation  were  given  iii  tiiis  case,  it  might 
form  a  dangeroiw  iirecedent.  The  slave-holding  Stales 
■w-onld  be  4ow  to  recognize  If.  Suppose  some  com- 
RianderW  an  army,  from  a  different  part  of  the  Union, 
and,  on'that  Recount,  with  less  of  their  confidence  in  this 
particular,  ^hmild  resort  to  this  expedient,  and  impress 
alaves  into  the  militaiy  service,  would  it  liot  create  great 
sensibility  rn  the  Southern  ^ates  ?  WouM  tliey  con. 
sent  to  it  *  Mr.  A .  !>nid  lii^  would  tr  tsit  to  remtinerate 
the  sufferer  for  any  loss  he  migtit  sustain  in  the  needful 
^fence  of  the  country,  yet  it  would  be  liazardous  to  i-c- 
cf^nize  the  pctnciple  involved  in  tliis  case  :  that  it  was 
not  required  by  justice  or  policy,  and  miglit  be  danger- 
ous to  liberty  and  property. 

Mr.  IIAILE,  in  rising  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this 
question,  expressed  Ihs  hope  that  no  utlier  apology 
would  be  (leemetl  necessary,  than  the  fact  that  lie  w<i8 
the  only  Itepresenlativc  of  a  State  which  was  deeply  in. 
tcresled  in  the  decision  to  wiiich  the  House  should 
icome.  It  was  natural,  theietbrc,  that  l.e  should  feel 
some  interest,  and  ako^  that  his  constituents  should  feet 
some  annety  while  this  discussion  is  processing,  [t 
u-as  natural,  he  said,  from  his  local  situation,  that  he 
should  fed),  and  that  his  constituents  should  also  feel, 
concerned  in  the  principle  involved  in  the  amendment 
proposed.  It  was  natural,  too,  that,  as  he  was  the  only 
Representative  from  the  Stale,  his  constituents  should 
expect  that  he  would,  at  least,  utter,  on  this  occasion, 
something  of  what  he  knew  to  be  their  fillings  and 
wishes.  It  was  his  duty  to  convince  this  House,  and  his 
own  constituents,  tliat  he  was  not  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest intrusted  to  his  care.    Uc  rose  principal/  for 


the  purpose' of  ut^ing,  at  this  late  hour,  a  decision  of  the 
question,  as  he  was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that  the 
opinion  of  every  gentleman  was  made  up ;  and  that 
there  are  other  anti  great  interests  to  be  consulted,  that 
are  now  delayed  by  this  protracted  discussion.  He 
would  ask  if  any  good  result  is  expected  to  grow  out  of 
the  discussion  of  matten^  foreign  to  tlie  questioi^  and 
that  have  no  reference  to  it?  He  remembered,  that 
when  the  memorable  Missouri  <tuestion  was  af^tated, 
and  discussed,  with  all  the  excitement  that  grew  out  of 
it,  that  the  hopes  of  the  slaves  for  freedom  were  strong- 
ly excited — excited  in  some  States  even  to  rebellion,  of 
which  melancholy  examples  were  t))c  consequence.  He 
would  not  say,  that  some  of  the  language  used  and  ut- 
tered in  this  debate  might  spread  the  same  contagious 
infiuence  abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  country,  in 
whose  peace  and  welftre  he  should  always  feel  a  lively 
interest.  To  avert  a  calamity  like  this,  was  his  princi- 
pal inducement  for  trespassing  on  the  time  of  the  House. 
Sir,  the  hopes  of  the  slave  for  freedom  may  be  inspired 
by  gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only  add  ano- 
ther Unk  to  the  chun  that  fetters  this  population  ;  they 
fmly  add  to  Uut  quanttmi  lof  ihisery  that  the  People  of 
the  South  have  attempted  to  mitigate,  by  kmdness. 

Nofrentleman  has,  he  believed,  pretended  to  deny 
the  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  unqualified  right,  of  the 
slave  owner.  This  was  admitted  on  all  sides.  But,  in 
order  to  resist  the  claim,  gentlemen  say,  and  so  do  the 
Committee,  that  this  "species  of  property"  is  not  a  Gt 
subject  for  imlemnity;  and  that  the  Government  have  nev 
er  regarded  slaves  as  property.  I  will  not  condescend 
to  argue  on  stlcli  a  proposition ;  I  will  not  condescend  tft 
arg\ie  the  fiict,  whether  slaves  are  property  to  the  mas> 
ter,  or  ever  wwc  regarded  by  the  Government  as  such.  ■ 

■i'he  only  true  question  seemed  to  him  to  be; 
whether  the  officer,  under  the  exigencies  of  a  state  of 
vrar,  may  not  impress  the  private  property  of  the  citizen  f 
I  place  slaves  on  the  same  footing  as  other  property^ 
Vou  can  make  no  distinction,  and  idl  the  arguments  in 
the  world  would  not  weaken  this  pontion — a  right  con^ 
secrated  by  the  Constitution— protected  and  defined 
by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several  States.  On  this 
question,  no  rcasomdile  man  can  hewtate  for  one  mO' 
ment.  I'lie  right  of  impressment  lias  been  adipJtted  by 
this  House  for  many  years,  in  the  payment  of  various 
claims  of  individuals  for  property  impressed.  Wilt  we 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives  tliat  operkte<l  on  th« 
mind  of  a  military  commander,  invested  and  clothed 
with  all  that  power  that  springs  from  a  state  of  dan^r 
and  aUrm — that  power,  titat  originates  from  necessity^ 
that  knowi  no  law — will  we  stop  to  ask,  at  such  a  mo- 
ment of  danger  as  that,  whether  tlic  impressment  of> 
property  for -the  public  service,  to  contribute  to  the  ge- 
neral good,  was  justifiable  or  not  ?  What !  when  that 
city,  which  is  ttie  key  of  all  our  Western  States— I  might 
fay  of  this  empire— was  at  stake,  threatened  with  the 
most  terrible  evils  from  an  invading  fiit>,  w<B  it  an  hour 
to  cavil  about  law  *  Necessity  dictated  laws  for  that 
occasion,  and  tlic  result  convinced  the  world,  that  the 
means  employed  were  honorable. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  not  go  home  and  tdl  coti- 
stituents  that  1  deemed  their  rights  of  property  so  pre- 
carious as  to  justify  me  in  their  defence-  I  would  as 
soon  discuss  a  queiiUon,  whether  the  wool  which  grows 
on  tlie  sheep  of  our  Northern  brethren  (about  which 
we  have  lately  heard  so  much,  and  shall  soon  hear 
more),  belongs  to  the  farmer  who  rears  it.  TWii^t- 
oF  property  is  sacre;!  in  every  State.  It  cannot  be  touch* 
ed  by  this  House — it  cannot  be  eesched  in  iu  I.egida-' 
tive  capacity.  II  is  beyond  the  jariidiclion  not  only  of 
Congress,  but  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject  exclusively  of  municipal  regulation — and  if  the-. 
State  of  Louiuana  declares  that  slaves  an  ptopert;^t 
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(Mfl  Floose  must  recog^nize  them  as  such.  IF  a  Federal 
officer  has  seized  upon  the  property  for  public  u»e, 
Ihe  owner  can  dtmand  compensation,  under  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  says,  "  private  propet^ 
ty  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  uae*  mthoul  just  cooipen- 
aation."  ■ 

It  has  been  said  that  t^efe  is  no  authority  Tested  in 
any  officer,  that  authorizes  him  to  impress  slaves;  and 
that  tile  officer  who  does  BO  is  a  trespasser.  He  might 
he  deemed  so  on  any  trivial  occasion.  But,  sir,  would 
you,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  this  impreBment 
was  made  in  this  case,  consign  your  officer  to  the  igno- 
miny of  a  trial ;  and  &rce  the  party  aggrievNl  to  seek 
redress  and  damages  from  the  frallant  defender  of  his 
country  i  A  gentleman  &om  New  York  [Mr.  Wood] 
says,  if  the  ofRcer  had  been  prosecuted  by  the  civil  au- 
thorities, and  the  damages  ascertained  by  a  jury,  he 
would  vote  fur  tlie  t;laim.  Such  a  rule  has  never  been 
required  in  any  fixiner  case.  Under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  ease,  it  would  have  been  ungenerous 
to  hare  turned  the  deffender  of  his  country  over  for  trial, 
and  perhaps  have  liim  mulcted  in  a  heavy  fine,  and 
then  throw  him  upon  tbTs  House  for  indemnity  and  re- 
lease from  the  judgment.  I  hope  we  will  never  imitate 
the  ancients  in  their  treatment  of  their  benefiietors. 
We  have  too  much  generonty  to  consign  our  deliverers 
to  a  prison,  and  leave  them  to  the  fate  of  Miltiades.  He 
Irusted  such  a  principle  would  never  be  adopted  by  this 
Hotise. 

The  interest,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  felt  on  this  occasion,  is 
perfectly  natural — it  may  result  from  his  education,  his 
habits  thought,  and  from  his  situation  a's  the  repre- 
Ktitative  ofa  People  who  are  deeply  involved  in  the 
consequences  of  your  decision.  Ifthis  House  is  about 
to, say  that  private  property  can  be  taken  fur  public  use 
without  just  compensation,  then  the  People  hare  mista- 
ken the  Constitution  under  which  they  live.  T  perfectly 
agree  with  the  sentiment  just  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Everktt]  that,  if  such  an 
exception  had  been  expressed,  as  the  one  contended  fur 
by  tlie  Committee  of  Claims,  when  the  Constitution  was 
presented  for  adoption,  it  never  would  have  been  ratified; 
and  our  voices  would  not  have  been  heard  to-day  in 
this  hall.  He  had  too  high  a  regard  for  the  feelings  and 
character  of  the  House,  and  too  mucli  reliance  on  tlie 
integrity  and  Justice  of  its  members,  to  believe,  fo?  one 
moment,  that  they  will  sanction  a  distinction  attempted 
to  be  made  between  tlie  preperty  of  citizens  trf"  differ- 
ent sections  of  this  Union.  He  did  not  belief  we  had 
reaped  this  state  ef  things  at  this  time.  He  would  never 
despair  of  the  Republic  until  the  attempt  was  realty 
made  to  draw  such  a  line  of  unjust  and  odious  distinction 
— till  the  rights  of  one  portion  are  sacrificed  to  the  am- 
bition or  avarice  of  another.  In  conclusion,  he  would  say, 
emphatically,  that  he  would  not  despair,  so  lung  as  the 
rights  of  his  constituents  were  regarded,  and  preserved 
fmm  any  nnhallowcd  |frasp.  For  himself,  he  would  under, 
take,  on  such  a  question — and  the  time  may  come,  when 
he  should  feel  himself  justified  to  use  the  language  of 
Hotspur — 

"To cavil  on  the  ninth  part  ofa  hair"— 
and  tltatt  too,  with  arms  in  his  hands. 
tHere  the  debate  closed  for  to-day.] 

Satdrdai,  Jakuabt  19,  1838. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 

Mr.  SWAN,  of  New  Jersey,  rote,  and  addressed  the 

House  to  the  following  effect  : 

Mr.  SriAKXB :  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  an- 

neanee  to  the  House  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 

d»(th  of  GEORGE  HOLCOMBE,  late  a  Representative 

ftwa  New  Jersey. 


To  the  Members  of  this  House,  and  espectsfly  tKoM 
who  have  had  tbe  aatisfactiM  of  a  pcraonal  acquaintiftce 
with  tbe  deceased,  no  eulogium  can  be  wecasisqr  fam 
me. 

Exhausted  by  tbepcesflllreofapf<otraeledbut■llJwld• 
ing  disease,  he  sunk  into  the  embrace  of  death,  on  Ac 
mominfif  of  tbe  14th  instant. 

To  his  fumily,  sir,  Ihe  loss  is  irreparable — tbe  afiection- 
ate  husband  and  the  kind  parent  is  no  more. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  the  toIlowiBg  : 

Itaohedt  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Bcpresea> 
tatives,  from  a  sincere  deaire  of  allowing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  GEORGE  HOL- 
COMBB,  late  a  mei^er  thereof,  will  go  into  nMmninf 
one  month,  by  tbe  uiual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  mad 
the  left  arm. 

Ae*o/EM(i^  Tliat  the  Speaker  ofthisHousebedirected la 
notify  the  Executive  of  New  Jersey  of  tlv  vaeaocy  in  tte 
representation  of  that  SUte,  by  the  death  of  GEOBGS 
HOLCOXBE. 
The  resolutions  were  unaninuMsly  adopted  t 
And  the  House,  thereupon,  adjoamed. 

HoirnAT,  Jakoakt  31,  1628. 
No  business,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  traoactedthii 
day. 

TuxsDAT,  Jascart  23,  1828. 
RETRENCHMENT. 
Mr.  CHILTON  moved  tbe  following  resolutioni : 
1.  liaohed.  That  it  is  expedient  to  discharge  the  Ki- 
tional  debt,  without  unavoidable  delay  }  to  acoompM 
which  desirable  object,  a  resort  to  a  general  tjtttm 
retrenchment  is  necessary.    This^  it  is  conceived,  cum- 
ly  be  effected  by 

First.  A  judicious  reduction  of  the  number  of  officm 
receiving  salaries  or  pay  from  the  General  Gorernnent, 
and  of  the  salaries  of  such  as  are  necessarily  retained  is 
public  service  :  avoiding,  in  each  instance.'tbe  adofttia 
of  any  measure  which  would  be  incompatible  with  oir 
national  dignity. 

Second.  By  avoiding  each  and  every  appropiiatioii  tr 
expenditure  of  public  inoney  which  is  not  impetiotijl;  de- 
manded by  the  justice  of  the  cUim,  or  the  necessitiet  a 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  its  efficient  operation  u 
a  spirit  of  republican  simplicity  and  economy. 

3.  Ueaoked,  That  the  mstters  and  things  contained  ii 
the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  « 
Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  repmi  to  this  Hmk 
what  offices,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  most  advantagwuily 
discontinued,  what  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  reductitn. 
and  sucti  otiier  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them  mj 
seem  necessary. 
l*lic  resolutions  having  been  read, 
Mr.  McDUFFlE  (Chairman  of  the  CommtUeeof 
and  Means)  said,  that  be  should  be  glad  to  heat  Mme 
specifications  of  the  objects  to  which  the  mover  of  tlie 
resolution  wished  to  direct  tlic  Committee's  attention- 
He  should  be  sorry  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mew* 
should  be  obliged  to  revise  the  whole  system  of  Gorciw 
ment  of  the  United  Stntes,  the  Civil  DepartroenI,  IK 
Army  and  the'Nav^.  The  abstract  propowlions  in  the 
resolution  were  certainly  just.  It  was  very  desirable  twt 
the  unnecessary  expense  m  Government  slioukl  be  reduc- 
ed I  that  the  public  debt  slunild  be  paid  \  and  that  eco- 
nomy in  the  public  expenditures  should  be  promoted. 
But  really,  as  iJie  resolution  now  stood,  he  should  feel 
a  loss  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.  If  the  Iwnofa- 
ble  gentleman  wished  to  diminish  the  number  of  miiiU- 
ry  officers,  he  ouglit  to  have  directed  an  inquiry  bv  ine 
Comm  ittee  on  Military  AfFuirs.  If  he  was  dcwroiis  of  re- 
ducing the  number  of  uOtccra  in  Ute  Navy,  or  ralher»  t* 
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preventii^  tbeir  uime'cemry  increase,  the  rMoIution 
ought  to  OAve  been  gent  to  the  Commitlee  on  Nav«l  Af- 
fkin  I  but  it  did  not  ajipert«n  to  the  Commiitee  of  Wsys 
and  Hetnsi  to  uy,  whether  the  teverE)  brmnches  of  the 
pablie  eaUbliihments  were,  or  were  not,  too  Jvge. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  in  reply  to  Mr.  McUmii'a  inquiry, 
and  in  support  and  expUnation  of  his  propoeition,  rose, 
and  ftddreaaed  tlte  House  u  fi^Iows  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  resolutions  which  I  have  just  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  contemplate,  in  the  first  place,  the 
eatabiishment  (A  one  grand  tutiorwl  truth — a  troth,  in- 
deed* of  axkmiatic  cliaracter,  to  wit :  that  a  national  debt, 
iaanational  curse,  and  should,  hence,  be  liquidated  and' 
diBcIiarged  with  all  conrenient  despatch.  This  doctrine 
indeed,  not  only  unlike,  but  the  reverse  of  that  wjiich 
has  been  a^n  and  a^in  contended  for  by  some  mem- 
bers of  this  rommunity :  and  which,  to  some  extent,  it 
woald  seen,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our  conduct  i 
bat  experience,  the  most  trusty  of  all  monitors,  has  at 
laat  exploded  .ihe  heresy,  and  the  AmeKcan  People 
be^in  to  look  with  fond  conoem  to  that  riirine,  upon 
which  they  will  be  able  to  proolaim  thenuelves  politi. 
caliy,  civilly,  relipoualy.'and  morally  free. 

The  remainder  of  my  propoailjon  divides  itself  into 
three  parts.  The  two  first  are  mere  specihcations  un- 
der the  general  maxim,  first  attempted  to  be  establish- 
ed, and  designed  to  de«gnate  the  means  by  which  its 
object  can  be  aecomnlisbed.  The  third  relates  merely 
to  the  Committee  of  this  House  to  which  the  whole  sub- 
ject-nutter sliould  be  referred.  *I'o  each  of  tliese  con- 
anderatioRS  I  shall  attend  ;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  con- 
strained, by  a  remark  which  fell  from  my  honorable 
friend  from  Soutli  Carolina,  [Ur.  McDi7»ie]  to  invert, 
to  some  extent,  tlic  order  in  which  1  should  have  con- 
sidered, Ihem,  and  fint  (o  apeak,  of  tlie  Committee  to 
which  the  reference  should  be  made.  The  gentleman 
has  said,  that  th«  Committee  of  **  Ways  and  Means"  iii 
already  oppressed  with  bunnes^  and  would  have,  per- 
Jiaps,  not  sufficient  time  in  devote  to  an  undertaking  so 
duorate — one,  indeed,  w  hich,  from  its  cliaracter,  fur- 
nishes neither  a  point  at  uUich  to  commence  nor  con- 
clude the  inquiry.  Sir,  I  am  conscious  of  the  many 
difficulties  which  ever  will  attend  this  inquiry  ;  hence, 
I  am  bound  (o  agree  wiih  my  friend  when  he  says  that 
it  will  he  a  work  of  much  time  and  great  labor.  Great 
will  be  the  labor  attending  the  investigation,  but  great- 
er far  the  necessity  wliicii  exists  for  it.  I  can  assure 
the  honorable  Committee  to  whom  1  have  proposed 
this  reference,  that,  so fkrf mm  designing  to  accumulate 
burdens  upon  tjiem — ^and  so  far  from  my  proportions 
being  dictated  by  any  unkind  feeling  towuds  them — it 
was  designed  and  it  sliould  he  con«dered  one  of  llie 
strongest  marks  and  most  conclusive  proofs  of  my  re- 
^rd  for  its  members,  and  confidence  in  their  entire  ca- 
pabihty  to  pi-osecute  so  difficult,  so  unpleasant  an  ia- 
quiry,  through  all  tlie  mazes  which  will  uecessarily  at- 
tend it.  1  would  further  remark;  sir,  that  I  have  exam- 
ined the  rules  of  this  House,  and  am  satisfied  tliat  t^i  one 
of  two  Committees  the  Tesotutions  must  be  referred — 
for  example  to  tliat  nam«d,  or  to  the  Committee  on 
"the  Public  Expenditures."  1  have  cliosen  the  former 
without  the  slightest  dibposition  to  reflect  on  the  latter, 
believing,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  ur{;ed,  that 
the  iiiTeatigalion  or  inquiry  falls  strictly  wittiin  the  pole 
of  the  authority  of  the  first  as  defined  and  marked  out 
by  your  rules.  I  have  proposed  a  reference  to  a 
standing  Committee,  Sir,  fur  another  reason.  It  is  that 
those  Committees  arc  generally  made  up  of  tlie  must 
experienced  and  able  members  of  the  House — of  such 
a&  are  experimentally  accquaintcd  with  the  vast  machine 
fit  Government,  and  can  tuc  more  easily  detect  that  part 
which  fitila  to  perform,  or  performs  badly  its  duty ;  or 
which  operatea-as  a  detriment  to  Ibe  general  scheme. 


I,  sir,  from  the  remote  distance  at  which  I  hare  been 
reared  from  tlie  seat  of  Government — the  seat  of  au- 
thority and  patronage — could  not  be  expected  to  con- 
prchend,  in  all  its  parts  and  in  all  its  minutia,  a  system 
so  complicated.  I  bare  nevertheless,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  an  humble  education  and  but  limited  oppivtu- 
nities,  been  able  to  discern  that  public  confidence  is  of- 
ten abused,  and  ptiblig  money  incessantly  squander- 
ed, by  means,  and  in  shapes,  beyond  my  numbering. 

Sir,  I  am  conscious  that,  as  a  young  man,  and  a  new 
member  of  this  honorable  body,  to  its  lenity  alone  1  shall 
be  indebted  for  the  devotion  of  a  few  moinents  of  its  time 
to  a  view  of  this  subject,  which,  when  subnultedby 
must  stand  or  fall  upon  ita.intrinMc  merits  or  demerita. 
A  sugf^tion  has  been  made,  that,  in  submitting  a  resolu- 
tion  ot  this  character,  I  should  specifii^ally  name  me  ofllicers 
whose  services  I  would  dispense  with,  the  salaries  1  would 
reduce,  and  the  expenses  I  would  curtail.  All  this  would 
I  do  ;  and  more  it  in  my  power  :  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able 
to  do  this — the  necessity  which  eusts  for  a  reference  at 
all,  would  be  altogether  superseded  I  could  then  move 
on  with  a  bill,  directly  embracing  my  views— but,  in  die 
present  case  I  am  situated  as  is  the  physician,  who  knows 
iiis  patient  to  be  diseased — yet  knows  not  where  the  dis- 
ease is  located,  nor  the  remedy  which  will  heal  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  In  relation  to  that  part  of  my  .resolution 
which  supposes  the  existence  of  a  greater  number  of  oifi-. 
cers,  who  are  receiving  pay  or  salwi^  from  the,  Qovero- 
meiit,  than  are  necessary  to  attend  to  its  conccnu^  I  am 
guided  and  influenced  by  the  loi^  list  which  is  annually 

{>resented  to  tliis  House.  I  am  further  influenced  in  the 
brmatlon  of  my  opinion,  by  information  received  from 
various  sources,  entitled  to  my  confidence  and  to  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  tliat  there  are  many  aiuecures  ii; 
office)  men,  sir,  who,  to  give  the  plain  En^iali  of  the  mat- 
ter, are  (easting  and  fattening  upon  the  Treatury.:  reu-- 
dcring,  in  the  mean  time,  no  services,  nor,  indeed,  hiv- 
ing any  to  render  to  the  country.  If  geiulemen  seek  [or 
specifications  under  this  general  remai-k,  (as  it  qay  be 
considered,)  1  would  observe,  that  1  am  informed  our 
Navy  list  iscrowded;  that,  at  West  Point,  peihaps, /ron> 
thirty  to  fifty  Cadets.bare  been  educated  at  the  expense  of 
tlie  government,  who  are  wholly  destitute  of  empioynientt 
that  a  fifth  auditor  was  appointed  for  a  time  which  has  ot 
course  passed  away,  and  under  circumstances  which  exist 
no  more,  nor  longer  require  liis  inten-entioo  or  aid  \  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  must  of  tlie  public  oflices,  more  clerks  are 
employed  than  are  necessary  to  transact  tlie  business  of 
tlicm  respectively—some  recei>ing  pay  frora'public  *p- 
propnaiions  ;  oUu'rsJrum  the  "Continent"  Fund,  if, 
upon  these  subjects,  I  am  correctly  informed,  I  can- 
not hesitate  to  say,  thai  reform  or  ruin  will  constilute 
with  iLs  the  closing  scene.  To  satisfy  my  own  mind,  sir, 
unaide<l  upon  these  subjects,  is  utterly  out  of  my  power- 
For,  if  my  inquiries  relative  to  them  are  answered  by 
either  persons  or  papers,  I  am  bound  to  consider  it  a 
matter  uf  courtesy  rather  than  of  right,  having  no  pffi 
cial  power  to  approach  either.  My  object,  then,  can 
only  be  attuned  by  instituting  such  an  inquiry  as  this, 
and  by  a  reference  of  it  to  some  committee  bold  enoigh 
to  encounter  in  the  investigation  a  thunder  storm  ttt op- 
position, though  its  bolts  should  be  hurled  by  even  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Headu  of  Dejiartments.  As  n^y  ob- 
ject, Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  be  entirely  brief,  my  remarks 
already  made,  must  suffice  upon  that  branch  uf  the  sub- 
ject noticed. 

in  the  next  place,  becomes  my  duly  to  allude,  at 
least,  to  salaries  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  reasona- 
bly bear  reduction.  Mere,  sir,  Ihuugli,  I  hope,  wiih  ho- 
nest motives,  1  am  situated  difiereiitlj  from  some  of  my 
friends  upon  this fivor.  They  insibt  that  they  know  not. 
where  to  seek  a  beginning  point,  nor  in  what  region  t^ 
look  for  a  salary  upon  which  to  ccmmence  tlie  work  o|:  ■ 
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ojterction  of  reduction.  on  tb«  other  hand,  know 
not  wb«t  psrt  of  the  body  politic  u  moat  infected,  tnd 
4«in*ndi  Uie  moit  speedy  remedy.  If*  however,  air, 
I  Mil  compelled  to  particulsrize.  I  present  the  long  list 
HLlsries  as  fit  aiibjecta  for  amputation.  Amonf^ 
the  rest,  I  must  not  neglect  to  bestow  a  more  spe- 
cific, though  a  passing  notice,  upon  the  pay  received  by 
Members  of  Congress,  who  are  sitting  here  at  their  ease, 
receiving  eight  dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  and 
eight  doltars  for  each  twenty  mites  tn veiled,  in  reach- 
it^  and  returning  from  the  seat  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. This  nr,  is  the  last  modification  of  (he  ever 
memorable  "  Compensation  Law."  Previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act.  Members  of  Congress  received,  for 
their  services,  only  six  dollars  per  day.  We  had  then 
councils  as  wise  and  dignified  as  at  present ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  our  I^egisktive  Halls  filled 
with  honorable  and  intelligent  men  if  the  compensa- 
tion were  reduced.  A  reason,  and  a  stron;  one  loo — 
lor  this  reduction,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  our  cotmtry 
is  oppressed,  and  that  the  fruits  of  domestic  industry, 
instead  of  price,  command  a  mere  pittance;  not  half 
so  much  as  when  aspirants  foriSeata  in  Congreu  filled  the 
ranks  as  mere  volunteers,  without  the  formalities  of  a  draft. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  ttus  subject  which 
I  am  bound  to  notice^  relate  to  the  hnportance  of  avoid- 
ing unnecessary  expenditures  of  public  money,  few  our 
own  accommoth^ion.  and  to  the  necesniy  wiiieh  exists 
for  the  exercise  of  caution  and  prudence,  in  making  ap- 
propriations to  meet  the  clwms  of  others.  If  it  be  de- 
manded of  me  to  know,  what  departure  fhtm  the  rules 
of  republican  simplicity  and  economy  I  have  witnessed 
here,  and  which  I  conctive  to  fall  subject  to  the  first  of 
my  two  last  divisions,  by  way  of  answer  1  can  only  re- 
quest yoii,.Mr.  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes  around  this 
'spacious  Hall,  eacli  morning,  upon  entenng  it — see  up- 
wanis  of  300  tables  piled  with  printed  documents — 
private  or  tecal  matters — interesting,  perhaps,  only  to 
one  solitary  individual  in  the  whole  Union — a  string  of 
affidavits,  certificates,  letters,  or  depositions,  accompa- 
nie<l  by  a  report  as  long  as  the  Moral  law  ;  yet  all  must 
be  printed  !  This  matter,  which  gentlemen  may  con- 
•idet  unimportant,  is.  to  my  mind,  a  crying  evil.  Mem- 
bers from  the  East,  at«i  North,  and  South,  may,  from 
the  circumstance  of  titeir  having  been  rocked  in  cradles 
of  luxury  and  ease,  think  it  a  small  matter  to  expend 
mnall  sums  of  public  money.  But,  sir,  I'lu  Western 
People,  particuUrly  that  portion  of  them  u  liom  I  repre- 
wnt.  have^  upon  the  sitbject,  but  one  voice  ;  it  is.  so 
far  as  I  understand  it,  that  which  I  have  spoken.  They 
have  liberaUy  conlribuied  to  the  support  of  your  Go- 
vernment in  peace-^-they  have  nobly  defended  it  m 
war — and  arc,  therefore,  entitled  to  their  weight  upon 
this  floor.  I  say,  in  their  onme,  that  we  arc  gliding  im- 
paceptibly  down  the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of 
extravagance  and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  a 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  National  Bank- 
ruptcy and  rain.  This  amiment,  sir,  gemlemen  may 
attempt  to  answer,  by  insnting  that  my  picture  is  too 
gloomy — that  we  are  prosperous — that  universal  peace 
prevails — that  our  nation  is  powerful— and  that,  there- 
fore, we  may  indulge  to  some  extent,  in  extravagance, 
I'ermit  me,  air,  to  suggest,  that  industry  and  frugali- 
ty, not  indoU'iicc  aiid  prodigality,  are  the  legitimate 
parents  of  naironal  prosperity  t  and  that  finaucial  ability 
preserves  peace-^-and  that  the  worst  of  all  independent 
conditions,  in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  which  a  na. 
tion  is  placed,  "  having  nothing  to  depend  upon." 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  must  close  with  but  a  few  additional 
remarks.  In  the  present  condition  of  our  national  af. 
fiiirs.  having  all  the  advantages  of  revenue,  derived  from 
the  duties  upon  imports  and  tonna^  as  also  from  the 
jbIcs     public  lands,  and  other  inculontal  sources  of 


revenue — we  can  just  struggle  on,  gatniitg-  mthit^ 
upon  the  current,  if  it  gains  nothing  upon  us.  But.  nr, 
should  the  dark  etoud  of  war  gidber  oter  Mr  heads,  and 
begin  to  burst  in  lowHhunders  upon  our  hapfiy  coon- 
try— particularly  when  our  commerce  sliatl.  by  its  ef- 
fects, be  cut  off,  and  our  pubitc  lands  exhansteS— 4d 
me  enUrat  gemtemen  to  inquire  how,  and  whew,  they 
will  obtain  money  to  support  the  Government,  seeing 
that  we  wade  deep  in  time  of  peace  and  proapeiHy. 

Sir,  by  the  course  which  I  hare  taken  upon  this  oeo- 
^n.  1  may  expose  myself  to  tile  censure  of  membeh 
upon  this  flwr.  If  so,  I  shallgreatly  regrist  it  :  as  mf 
object  is,  to  promote  my  country's  happiness,  not  to 
injure  even  its  humblest  supporter.  Upon  this  oca- 
MOM,  I  have  discharged  a  duty  which  J  owe  to  my  can- 
stituents — redeemed  a  pledge  which  I  concientioodj 

Sve  them  ;  and  liaving  so  done,  with  the  most  prxtdwl 
slings  to  the  House  for  its  pc^te  attentimi.  I  iAe  nj 
seat. 

[The  hour  for  the  consideration  of  resoIutiDns  hsi^ 
ing  expired,  the  Houae  proceeded  to  the  tonsideiatkM 
(tf  the  orders  of  the  day.] 

CASE  OF  MAKIGNY  D'AUTEIUVE. 

The  House  then  returned  the  conndenrtton  of  die  bS 
for  the  retief  of  Marigny  D'Auterive  ;  and  the  queaffon 
being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Gdust^ 

Mr.  INQKRSOC^  said  it  had  not  been  his  intentiofl; 
originally,  to  take  any  part  in  this  debate.  But  as  the 
discussion  liad  gone  on,  so  many  different  views  bad  been 
presented,  and  many  of  them  so  different  from  his  owb, 
tliat  he  was  induced  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  HOwK 
for  a  few  moments,  while  he  submitted  the  reasons  wUck 
would  govern  his  tote.  Notwithstanding  all  that  he  bid 
heard— and  he  had  listened  attentively  to  most  that  hsd 
been  said — he  was  unable  to  perceive  that  either  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  angry  fpie&lioii 
whether  slaves  are  property  or  not,  had  any  necetery 
bearing  upon  the  case  that  we  arc  called  upon  to  decide. 
The  Constitution  iiad,  indeeil,  <leclared,  after  providing 
that  no  man  sliall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  proper- 
ly, without  due  process  of  hiw.  that  private  property 
sliall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  eompema- 
tion.  Private  property  may  be  taken  :  by  wlinm  *  On- 
questionably  by  the  Government,  to  whose  us«  it  is  to  be 
applied.  But  it  is  assuming  the  m»in  point  in  dispute, 
to  say  that  a  military  officer  of  this  Government,  who, 
from  the  very  nature  of  his  appointment,  must,  and  be 
hoped  always  would  he,  held  strictly  subordinate  to  the 
civil  power,  can,  at  Ills  discretion,  appropriate  the  pro. 
perty  of  the  citizen  to  the  use  of  the  army,  nntil  it  ean 
be  shown  that  we  have  imparted  to  liim  this  high  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  which  has  .been  confi'led  to  tt»e  Fed- 
eral Government.  It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  the 
power  of  converting  prirAte  property  to  public  use,  is 
entrusted  to  this  Government,  you  must  go  further,  and 
show  th;it  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  dele^teil  to 
our  officers  the  power  which  the  States  of  thu  Union 
have  placed  within  our  control.  You  must  not  only  show 
the  existence  of  this  power  in  the  Constitution,  hut  you 
must  show  that  it  has  been  exerted  in  the  ^ivcn  case. 
Between  the  article  in  the  Constitution,  which  has  been 
so  often  alluded  to,  and  t)ic  officer  who  assumes  the 
power  contained  in  it,  there  must  be  a  connecting  Tink, 
an  act  of  Congress,  or  he  cannot  touch  the  pn^erly  of  a 
citizen,  either  in  the  emei^nctes  of  peace  or  war,  with- 
out being  a  trcspnsser ;  he  must  forever  remain  alone  re- 
sponuble,  unless  we  ratify  and  adopt  as  our  own,  what 
we  havu  refused  to  authorize  by  previous  legislation. 
The  Judiciary  Comnritttee  have  already  informed  us,  in  a 
report  now  on  our  tables,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  define 
by  law  how.  when,  and  under  what  circuimtance^  pro- 
perty of  a  citiscD  may  be  takui  for  public  die }-  and  tin 
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jtfoceedings  oT  Confrreu  DWy  be  senrched  in  vain  to  find 
any  act  confiding  eitlter  to  its  mirrtAty  or  any  other  agents, 
the  alamting  powers  whw^  liare  been  contended  for  dur- 
ing this  debate.  Wlienever  Congress  has  acted  on  the 
sobject,  it  has  been  always  on  the  supposition  that  the 
seizure  was  a  trespass  have  preferred  that  method 

otf  meeting  different  cases  as  the;  arise,  rather  than,  by 
any  it^nenJ  law,  to  place  the  property  of  the  citizen  at 
th«  discretion  of  a  militaiy  commander.  Why  are  we 
called  upon  to  pass  an  act  «  indemnity  now,  but  for  the 
fiict,  that  the  Beiaure  was  unauthorized  by  any  previous 
pnmaion,  and  consequently  a  trespass  > 

But,  further ;  1  he  set  of  1816,  providing  payment  for 
properly  hnpressed  into  the  pubhc  service,  and  lost  dur- 
ing the  wart  hi  its  very  terms  recognizes  an  impretament 
only  as  a  violation  of  private  right.  1'he  sixth  section  of 
the  act  decktre^  ttiat,  in  all  rases  where  a  recovery  has 
been  had,  sgainet  the  officer,  by  tlie  owner  of  (he  pro- 
perty impressed,  the  amount  so  recovered  eIibII  be  p»id 
to  the  Officer,  instead  of  tlve  owner ;  and,  in  all  other 
caaea,  llie  person  wlioce  property  has  been  talien,  before 
he  is  paid,  ^sll  execute  a  release  to  the  officer.  Why 
did  that  act  presume  tliat  a  recovery  might  be  had,  if  the 
Constitution  bid  already  authorized  eveiy  military  officer 
under  it,  to  take  private  i^ruperty  for  public  use  f 

If  the  article  referred  to  had  never  been  added  to  the 
Constitution,  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  seizure 
of  property  by  an  officer  would  constitute  a  trespass  : 
ami  be  had  already  shown,  by  the  terms  of  the  law  of 
1811^  that  similar  acts  were  considered  trespasses  still. 
He  Mt,  therefore,  warraAt«d  in  repeating  what  he  had 
asserted  at  the  outset,  that  this  article  of  the  Constitution 
had  no  necessnry  connexion  with  the  case  before  us. 
The  iropreesmenl — if  it  was  an  impreEsment — would  have 
been  a  trespass,  bed  this  irrticle  never  existed  <  and,  in 
tite  absence  of  any  legitlatton,  this  jtart  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, aUnding  by  itself,  does  not  make  that  right  which 
wnpreviousTy  wrong. 

There  may  be,  as  there  frequently  had  been,  many 
cases  of  the  impressment  of  property,  in  which  it  was 
IngMy  expedient  for  us  to  iutemre  and  grant  relief  t  hut 
our  interference  should  always  be  governed  by  sound  and 
safe  principles  of  legislation,  and  not  based  upon  the  dan- 
gerous doctrines  which  had  been  pressed  upon  u^  to  in- 
duce US  to  interfere  here.  lie  would  always  protest 
againal  the  principle  that  the  seizure  by  a  militaiy  officer, 
usIesB  prevtoiisly  authoriied  by  lav,  created  a  corre^ 
pon^ng  duty  on  our  part  to  respond  in  damages  for  the 
injury  suffered.  When  we  make  a  grant  for  an  individ- 
ual injury  thus  sustained,  we  do  it  as  a  gratuity,  not  in 
payment  of  adebt. 

There  might  be  difficulty  in  determining  how  far  Con- 
greiB  had  hitherto  felt  di«>osed  to-  go,  in  granting  relief 
to  tboae  vbo  had  suffered  in  their  property,  by  iu  being 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  aimy.  But  he  believed  he  was 
nfe  in  saying  that  Congren  had  never,  since  ttra  exist- 
ence of  the  Government,  so  &r  countenanced  the  propri- 
ety of  impresnng  our  slave  population  into  the  miUtary 
aerrice  of  the  country,  as  to  adopt  as  its  own  the  act  of 
any  o£5cer  who  had  taken  this  responsibility  upon  him- 
setf.  And  he  believed  that  the  owners  of  slaves,  gene- 
rally, bad  tfaemselvea  acted  upon  tlie  sup|)ostti6n  that 
the  Federal  Govtrnment,  in  the  exercise  m  its  functions, 
either  in  peace  or  war,  could  not  interfere  with  slave 
property  agunst  the  owners*  consent,  either  for  the  de- 
fence vf  the  country  or  otherwise.  Certain  it  is,  that, 
sdthough  slaves  liave  frequently  been  employed  by  our 
officers,  yet  but  six  instances  could  be  found  where  any 
mppficatioD  liad  been  made  to  Congress  to  to  far  sanction 
tne  proceedtnKs*  as  to  pay  for  the  T<»8  sustained  (  and  in 
every  one  of  tliose  rases  we  have  refused  lo  interfere. 
The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  1816,  to  which  he  had  be- 
fore aUoded,  directed  **  that,  where  any  property  had 


()e6rt  iihpreteedj  ot.tiitcen  by  htihlic  authoKtyi  tor  tl^  use; 
or  subsistence  of  the  army,  during  the  late  war;  and  tbe^ 
same  shall  have  been  destroye<^  lost,  or  consume^  fnfe 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  therMf," 
&c.  Ii  was  notorious  that  many  slaves  were  impreised 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  lost  or  dcatroyed  in  theaeit' 
vice,  bill  he  had  never  heard  that  their  owners  thotght 
of  applying  to  the  eominisdoner  appmoted  under  tmt 
act,  while  it  was  in  existence,  for  the  valne  of  their  ^Itves 
thus  lost-  in  1819,  (if  he  might  he  excused  for  aHudingc 
to  what  had  taken  place  in  the  Senate,)  although  tliat 
honon^Ie  body  had  directed  one  of  its  committee^  to 
report  in  fovor  of  oat  of  the  cases  which  was  cited  the 
other  day  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  jHr. 
WBITT1.ESXT]  yet,  when  a  venerable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  at  the  same  time,  proposed  that  a  commhtee 
should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  for  all  slaves 
that  had  been  impressed  into  the  public  service  during 
the  wrar,  the  Senate  negatived  the  propowtion,  by  a  vote 
of  22  to  12  ;  eight  or  nine  of  the  majority  thus  refusing 
being  from  the  slave-holding  States.  It  was  hurly  to  be 
inferred  from  these  foots,  that  the  practice  had  uniformly 
been  against  the  use  of  slave*  in  the  miliury  operations 
of  the  country. 

Unless  he  was  greatly  deceived,  the  principles  advanc- 
ed by  the  advocates  of  the  present  claim  would,  when 
carried  to  their  fVtll  extent,  be  extremely  troublesome  tu 
those  who  now  seem  to  he  the  most  anxious  for  their 
adoption.  These  principles  imply  that  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment can  separate  the  slave  from  the  master,  without 
the  consent  of  the  latter,  upon  paying  snch  compenaation 
as  the  Oorerrmtent  itself  may  deem  just.  If  slaves  can 
thus  he  taken  in  time  of  war,  they  can  in  peace.  When 
a  proposition  was  submitted,  some  years  ago,  to  the  Se- 
nate, to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  public  lands  as  a  fund 
for  the  purchase  of  slaves,  with  the  consent  of  the  States 
in  which  they  reside,  we  all  recollect  the  excitement 
which  the  assertion  of  such  a  power  created  ;  and^  yet, 
what  was  it  more  than  a  proposition  to  consent  to  what 
the  Government  might  oousider  Uie  public- use  of  riave 
property, when  paying  a  "just  compensation  ?"  Jt  wiis 
then  asserted  in  the  public  press,  and  in  the  halls  of  te- 
gidstton,  that  the  subject  was  one  to  which  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  did  not  extend.  But,  in  the 
heat  of  this  debate,  we  have  twain  and  a|pun  heard  doc- 
trines infinitely  stronger  and  bolder  in  thnr  consequences 
than  those  contained  in  the  proposition  to  which  he  had 
sHuded. 

If,  however,  the  precedents  in  similar  cases  should  be 
BO  fcr  reversed  as  to  jusiify  our  paying  for  slaves  when 
in  the  military  service,  there  was  no  principle,  even  in 
regard  to  payments  for  other  species  of  propem',  that 
would  justify  our  allowing  the  present  chum.  The  act 
of  1816,  which  wat  framed  with  great  care,  went  as  far 
as  Congress  ever  had  ^^e  in  remunerating  individual 
loss.  But  that  law  provided  only  for  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed, not  injured.  Let  tlie  practice  be  once  admitted 
that  we  are  to  pay  for  property  which  becomes  injured, 
but  is  restored  lo  the  owner,  and  there  never  will  be  a 
case  where  the  property  has  been  used,  hut  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  upon  to  p»y  for  extraordinary  inju- 
ries. The  act  of  1816  was,  tlierefore,  positive  in  its  pro- 
vision^ that  the  property  should  be  lost  or  destroyed. 
Unless,  therefore,  slave  property  is  to  be  put  on  a  more 
favorable  footing  than  other  property,  this  claim  cannot 
be  allowed.  The  true  doctrine  on  tliis  subject  was,  that 
we  are  to  pay  for  the  services  we  received — not  for  an 
injury  whicli  is  incident  to  the  employment.  We  do  not 
become  Uie  insurers  of  the  lives  or  the  health  of  those 
whom  we  employ ;  the  only  obligation  that  can  be  cre- 
ated, is,  to  render  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  services ; 
but,  in  no  view  of  the  case,  couhl  he  see  that  we  were 
bound  to  pay  fur  this  claim  as  now  presented  whiclr  is 
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nut  fcr  tbe  aerricei^  bat  for  tho  injury  received  iir  the 
serriee. 

Mr:  MARTINDALE  taid  he  had  been  in  the  habit  oF 
thinking  that  the  objections  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Ifenllenatn  from  Louinana  iteered  clear  of  all  the  conae- 
^cKes  and  alarming  results  so  uniformly  ofTensive  to 
our  Bouthem  brethren.  Sir,  siid  Mr.  M.«  there  is  no  le- 
gitlRBte  excitement  in  this  subje0.  The  question  of 
slavery— of  the  right  of  property  in  persona—the  nature 
and  extent  of  that  property — and  tbe  manner  of  using 
or  abusing  it,  is  not  drawn  into  discusHon  ]  and  does  not, 
in  the  least  affect  the  principles  upon  which  this  claim  is 
refosed-  Slavery  exists.  Wekndwit:  It  is  a  matter  of 
Act  t  matter  of  nistory ;  and  matter  of  law  ;  and  Con- 
gress has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Tlie  Constitution  has 
granted  it  no  power  over  the  subject.  So  service  in 
other  forms  is  a  matter  of  fact  and  of  law.  There  are 
other  relations  of  persons  besides  that  of  owner  and 
•hve.  There  are  thoso  of  master  and  servant,  master 
and  apprentice,  guardian  and  ward,  parent  and  child, 
bufband  and  wi^,  all  known  to  the  laws  of  all  tbe 
States,  and  constituting  sacred  and  inviolable  rights,  and 
legal  and  valuable  rights — rights  which  the  laws  defend, 
and  maintain,  and  redress.  But  these  are  relations  of 
persons — all  of  them— over  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  no  control  \  can  exercise  no  author- 
ity t  and  which  it  can  neither  regulate,  control,  nor  alter: 
for  the  plain  reason  that  there  is  no  grant  for  that  pur- 
pose I  no  authority  has  been  conferred,  and  no  one  bat 
ever  thought  of  exercising  any  such  authority,  or  de- 
sires to  do  so,  until  the  Constitution  shall  confer  tbe  pow- 
er. I  repeat  it,  no  one  has  ever  contemptated  exercis- 
ing or  usurping  this  power.  Tlie  a)ann,>hererore,aflfected, 
or  real,  of  Southern  gentlemen,  is  wholly  gratuitousi  and 
their denaneiationa  and  intimidations  are  altogether  cause- 
less and  miaplaeed,  and,  being  so,  are  wholly  without  ef- 
fect. They  might  as  well  protest  against  bemg  deprived 
of  their  sons  and  daughters,  servants  and  wards,. and 
even  their  wives,  as  of  their  slaves,  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment. I  protest  most  snlemnly  ttutt  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  constitutional  latitudinarian,  from  any  depart- 
ment of  this  empire,  has  ever  imagined  for  one  moment 
that  this  Government  bad  the  power  to  regulate,  alter,  or 
change  the  ordinary  and  existing  relations  of  persons,  in 
whatever  shape  they  may  subsist,  in  any  of  the  States. 
For  any  thing  this  Government  can  do,  the  parent  hasan 
absolute  and  uncontrollable  power  over  his  son ;  the 
mascer  over  his  servant,  bis  apprentice  ;  tbe  guardian 
over  his  ward ;  and  the  owner  over  his  slave.  And  what 
then  i  There  is  no  express  grant  of  power  to  this  Go- 
vernment, the  legitimate  exercise  of  which  may  neces- 
sarily interrupt  and  destroy  all  these  tender,  endearing, 
and  valuable  relations.  The  grant  of  the  power  to  make 
war,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence,  necessarily 
places  at  tiie  disposal  of  this  Government  the  whole  mo- 
ral and  physical  force  of  the  country  {  in  the  use  and  se- 
lection of  which  it  must  exercise  its  sound  discretion  and 
wisdom.  The  parent — tbe  master  himself— is  not  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  this  power :  his  personal 
services,  and  the  imminent  exposure  of  his  life  may  be 
required  of  him:  and  it  would  be  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  allow  him  to  claim  an  exemption  for  his  son,  his 
ward,  his  servant,  or  bis  slave,  which  he  could  not  claim 
for  himself.  Can  this  poution  be  controverted  ?  If  it 
can  I  have  not  heard  tlie  principles  stated  upon 
which  It  can  be  resisted.  I  feel  that  1  am  based  upon  a 
sure  foundation,  when  I  assume  that  it  cannot.  The 
contrary  principle  mmt  take  up  the  dangerous  assunnp- 
tion,  that  local  legislation,  municipal  and  State  law,  may 
80  modify  and  change  the  conditiun,  rights,  and  obliga- 
tions of  personal  relations,  as  tv  strip  the  arm  of  Govern- 
ment of  its  entire  military  power.  You  asssign  to  this 
GuvcmiMnt  tho  defisnce  of  the  Nation ;  and,  by  the  as- 


signment, create  the  duty — sacred,  imperative,  invio- 
lable— and  wrest  from  tt  tlie  means  of  diwhar^n^  t^t 
duty.    This  will  not  be  contended  for.    And  yet  thu  ei- 
traordinary  exemption  is  claimed  for  slaves.    0«  what 
principle  I  cannot  comprehend,  unless  it  be  upon  the 
ground  that  a  right  which  we  are  at  a  loss  bow  to  defead, 
is  of  all  others  the  most  inviolable  and  unaanilaUe. 
Its  weakness  ts  its  strength.    Its  being  aii  iodefeasible 
wrong,  senders  it  an  unquestionable  right.    These  par- 
adoxes will  scarcely  be  assumed  as  the  basis  oT  a  tbeof^ 
to  be  reduced  to  practice.    Why,  then,  shwul«l  this  de- 
scription of  persons  not  be  used  by  tlte  GovemakcBt  fbi 
tlie  purposes  of  defence  ?   **  They  are  s^vea*  aaiy  geu- 
tlemen ;  and  we  will  nut  be  found  fighting  with  Uwa. 
War  is  tao  honorable  an  occupiition  to  be  followed  by 
slaves.  We  should  be  degraded  by  being  sasocisAed  v>tl 
them."    But  you  were  associated  willi  them.    Vuu  avail- 
ed yourselves  uf  their  services,  and  were  glad  of  tJseif 
assistance.    If  they  did  not  besr  armst  tbey  raiaed  dc 
'  fences  for  you,  and  brought  you  subsistence  and  tbe  aw- 
nitlons  of  war.  They  encountered  peril  and  dai^p^,  saJ 
some  met  death  in  Hie  service  aasigned  tbem  {  and  yet, 
even  in  sucli  company,  you  won  victory,  lionor,  and  glo- 
ry, and  were  no  mure  di<igraced  by  being  associated  witli 
a  slave  in  the  perils  of  battle,  than  by  Die  aWl  and  cu»- 
pany  of  the  war  horse  whicli  bore  you  into  it .  Tbis  pOMt 
of  honor  does  not  seem  to  sustain  the  ohjecUoa.    I  aa 
disposed  to  tlunk  that  some  gentlemen  have  pemited 
an  objection  from  inexpediency  into  an  objecUon  fnm 
want  of  power.    But  these  objections  are  by  no  neaiu 
convertible.    It  may  be  inexpedient  to  emiMoj  slaves  u 
the  national  defence.    I  grant  that  it  would  be  scs  ex- 
cept ill  cases  like  the  one  which  gave  rise  to  tbto  clain. 
But  this  does  not  affect  the  right  or  power  to  eaybgr 
them.   It  it  inexpedient  to  subject  boys  •(  axteei^  ar 
old  men  of  eighty,  to  military  service — but  none  woidd 
question  the  right  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  AU 
things  are  lawful,  but  all  tilings  are  not  expedient.  So, 
I  contend  tliat  it  is  merely  upon  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency, and  not  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  right  of  the 
master,  that  sUtves  are  not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  aiki 
enlisted  into  the  army  of  the  United  States.    Ttie  rght 
to  enlist  or  impress  them,  is  as  perfect  as  the  i^t  to 
enlist  or  impress  the  master,  or  his  son,  or  apprentice. 
It  seems  to  me  a  perfect  absurdity  to  claim  aa  exeAp. 
tion  for  the  slave  ihat  you  would  not  think  of  asking  far 
the  master  or  his  son.    And  yet  I  would  be  the  Ust  nun 
in  the  country  to  advocate  tiic  employment  of  tbis  spe- 
cies of  force  as  a  part  uf  tlie  militaiy  defence  of  the  urn- 
tion.    1'hey  are  unfit,  because  they  are  unsafe.  The^ 
civil  and  political  condition  renders  them  unfit  anral 
agents  to  be  entrusted  with  arms  in  any  conWdersUe 
numbers.    Instead  of  being  relied  upuii  for  defence^ 
they  must  always  be  defended  agaiiut.    Instead  of  be- 
ing esteemed  friends  and  allies,  war  will  tiwec  pface 
them  in  the  attitude  of  enemies ;  althuugh.  in  gieak 
emergencies,  like  tiMt  of  the  invasion  of  New  Orkan^ 
they  may  be  employed  lawfully,  rij^tfiilly,  aod  safely,  taa» 
if  not  for  actual  nghting,  at  least  for  tnasportation  sad 
the  erection  of  fortiRcations,  breast-works,  and  redoubts. 
But  if  the  great  body  of  the  slave  population  could.  Eke 
their  masters,  appreciate  the  benefits  of  their  conditisn. 
and  a  sense  of  {^titude  for  favors  conferred  by  ekf*t- 
ing  them  from  the  wretchedness  of  their  nuive  bsrtar- 
ism  to  slavery,  the  privileges  of  iavolantaiy,  ooomulson 
service,  would  always  insure  th«r  obedience  andfcttfa* 
iiess.    I  cannot  comprehend  upon  what  mysterious  ab- 
straction they  can  be  excepted  from  the  opermtuwt  <i 
ilie  military  power  of  the  Government.    To  call  Ike 
property,  dues  not  define  tlie  right,  eitlier  in  nature  « 
e.ttent,  which  you  hold  in  them.    They  caimot  be  awe 
absolutely  yours  than  you  are  your  own ;  and  you  do  m 
chiim  to  be  exempt.  The  supposed  virtues  whidi  I 
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imputed  to  them,  would  not  render  tbem  len  vtluable 
to  ilieir  owners,  but  would  d*»tin|^ish  them  as  peculiar 
ly  adapted  to  the  tniiitaiy  service  in  the  latitudes  and  cli- 
mates wliere  they  mostly  abound.  The  principle  of  self- 
govetmaent,  too,  dervlm  upon  the  People  iheir  own 
defence  t  and  there  can  be  no  good  reason  fur  dispensing 
with  the  services  of  one-half  of  the  population  of  any 
one  district  of  the  country.  I  come  then  to  the  conclu- 
siort,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  right  of  the  master  to  his 
slave  which  can  deprive  the  Governntent  of  liia  services  ; 
and  it  h  only  because  the  slave,  from  the  very  fact  that 
he'ii  so,  ia  esteemed  as  a  public  enemy,  that  he  c«nnot 
be  trusted  as  an  ally  and  a  friend.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  this  daim  cannot  be  reaiated  upon  the  ground  that 
the  hnprcasment  of  the  slave  was  unauthorized,  and  that, 
■  therefore,  the  ofBcer,  and  not  the  Government,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  act.  Tb«  Governrosnt  has  incurred  all  the 
responsibility  there  is  In  the  case,  and  is  bound  to  pay 
vhalever  the  master  is  entitled  to  from  any  one.  This 
conclusion  makes  h  necessary  to  enquire  into  the  merits 
of  the  daim  upon  the  GoremraenL  I  begin  my  opposi- 
-tion  to  it,  by  showing  that  no  such  claim  was  ever  made 
upon  an^  Government  on  earth  before.  No  Government 
ever  pud  for  the  lite  or  limbs  of  iu  aoldiera.  Slavery 
tua  existed  in  all  ages,  and  among  all  nations  i  and  they 
tiare  employed  slaves  In  various  capacities  in  tlie  armies. 
They  performed  services  there,  and  often  times  bore 
arms.  The  abscdule  tiglit  of  the  master  to  his  slave,  was 
as  perfect  then  a*  it  is  now,  and  less  contr(41ed  by  law, 
ami  yet  it  was  never  heani  tliat  payment  for  the  alave, 
as  property,  was  ever  made,  or  even  thought  of. 

Slavey  or  negroes  who  had  been  slaves,  were  enlisted 
.aa  soldiers  in  tlie  war  of  the  Revolution  j  and  I  myself 
■aw  a  battalion  of  them,  as  fine  martial  looking  men  as  1 
ever  saw,  attached  to  the  Northern  Army  in  the  last  war, 
on  its  march  from  PlatUburgh  to  Sackelt's  Harbour.— 
Slaves  seem  to  hare  been  employed  without  scruple,  in 
the  defence  of  New-Orleans,  and  with  pofect  safeW,  too; 
and  eight  or  ten  years  were  suffered  to  elapse,  before 
even  these  claims  were  thought  of.  And  how  came  they 
now  to  be  tliought  of  i  These  facts  show  a  progress  of 
opinion  on  these  subjects  ;  an  invention  of  new  pisnci- 
ple^  partial  and  uiyust  in-  their  application,  and  alarm- 
ing and  niinoua  In  tlieir  consequences  :  for  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show  that  the  principles  of  Uiia  claim,  al- 
lowed and  established,  would  enable  State  and  local  le- 
gislation to  place  the  whole  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  protection  of  State  laws,  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  the  General  Government.  But  this- 
claim  it  actualty  ra  judicata.  The  principles  of  it  have 
been  repeatedly  adjudged.  The  Cbims  Law  of  1816 
was  enacted  upon  the  exclusion  of  tilts  claim.  No  pro* 
vision  was  made  for  it ;  and  though  attempted,  was  ex- 
pressl;^  Toted  out,  and  by  Southern  votes  too.  The 
provision  fbr  compensation  to  deported  slaves  under  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  a  provision  extended  to  no  species  of 
property  lost,  destroyed  orc^turedby  the  enemy,  for 
which  tliis  Government  has  ever  held  itself  reapon»ble 
to  make  compensation,  virtually  precludes  Uie  idea  of  the 
responubili^  of  thb  Government 

And  what  b  there  in  the  nature  of  this  right  in  the  per* 
•on  of  a  slave  which  is  called  property,  which  can  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  right  involved  in  any  other  per- 
aonal  relation  )  It  is  a  right  of  service  :  and  that  is  all. 
This  constitutes  the  whole  value  of  the  slave.  It  is  all 
you  can  have  of  him  ;  and  tliis  value  is  enhanced  by  the 
possession  of  those  very  qualities  which  fit  him  ftv  the 
aenrice  of  the  Goremment.  The  lervices  of  the  slave 
are  valuable  because  they  are  the  services  cS  a  rational 
being.  It  is  his  mind,  his  intellect,  which  gives  him  a 
value.  Has  not  the  master  the  same  interest,  the  same 
in  kind,  if  not  in  degree,  in  the  services  of  his  appren- 
tice, or  his  hired  servant Has  not  the  parent  a  legal 
Vol.  IV— 68 


right  to  the  services  of  his  child  }  And  is  not  this  a  va- 
luable right,  and  one  which  the  law  will  protect  and  de- 
fend }  Arid  shall  this  right  be  deemed  less  sacred  and 
inviolable  than  the  master's  interest  in  the  slave  ?  And 
yet  the  father  must  yield  up  his  son— in  some  instances' 
his  only  son,  (he  btay  and  the  prop  of  his  old  a^e,  his 
dependence  for  subsiblence ,  it  may  be,  and  certainlv  for 
comlbrt  and  happiness — must  yield  up  this  son,  whose 
value  to  him  cannot  be  estimated,  to  the  claims  of  his 
Cuuittry  upon  his  valour  and  strength  fur  her  defence. 
He  dies  by  disease  in  the  camp,  or  is  slain  in  battle, 
fighting  the  enemy.  But  no  father  ever  claimed  of  you 
pay  fur  liis  son,  fur  his  life,  his  blood,  or  his  limbs.  You 
coukl  not  remunerate  him.  You  could  not  make  up  his 
lass.  You  could  indeed  ^ive  htm  an  equivalent  fbr  hia 
labor,  his  services,  of  which  he  has  been  deprived.  So 
far  as  property  was  concerned,  you  could  substitute  the 
treasury  of  the  country.  But  you  have  never  done  so. 
You  have  nt:ver  been  requested  to  do  so.  No  narioti 
has  ever  done  so,  or  ever  can.  A:»l  liad  the  subject  of 
this  claim  been  a  son  instead  of  a  slave,  a  free  servant 
instead  of  a  slave,  or  the  roaster  himself  this  claim.would 
never  have  been  heard  of.  But  he  was  a  slave  ;  and  the 
nature  of  the  service,  and  the  value  of  the  aervice  is 
changed,  and  greatly  enhanced.  Had  the  service  been 
performed  by  the  master  or  his  son,  or  his  free  servant, 
the  rate  of  compensation  would  have  been  .less,  tlie  ob- 
ligations and  responsibilities  of  the  Government  much 
lesa.  _  But  the  service  was  performed  b^  a  slave  }  the  ser* 
vice  is  the  same,  no  more  t  but  the  price,  the  cost,  much 
greater,  on  the  principles  of  the  ^laim.  In  the  case  of 
the  freeman,  the  father,  master,  son,  or  fVcc  servant,  the 
Government  does  nut  ensure  the  life  pr  the  limbs  ;  but 
it  is  a  slave,  and  the  Government  is  called  on  to  warrant 
both.  It  is  a  principle  of  law,  that,  what  a  man  does  b^ 
another,  he  does  by  himself]  and  the  claims  and  liabih- 
ties  are  tile  same  in  one  case  as  the  other.  But  in  the 
case  before  the  House,  a  reqtiiaition  was  made  upon  the 
master,  for  so  much  transportation.  He  sends  his  slaves; 
on  the  principles  of  law  and  jnstice,  he  performs  the  ser- 
vice himself,  by  his  slaves :  but,  on  what  prindples  of 
taw  or  justice  is  he  entitled  to  a  different  rate  of  com- 
pensation than  he  would  have  been,  bad  he  actually  per- 
formed the  service  himself There  are  none.  It  is  pre* 
posterous  to  suppose  any.  This  is  tiie  true  view  of  tlus 
subject  1  and  in  this  view  of  it,  the  claim  cannot  be  sua- 
uined  for  one  OKmieiU.  The  daim  of  the  Government 
\i  upon  the  master,  for  services  to  be  performed.  The 
right  to  make  the  claim  and  to  enforce  it  is  admitted. 
He  performs  the  service  in  the  manner,  and  by  the  means 
that  suit  him  best-  lie  sends  his  slava.  The  Govern- 
ment  calls  upon  him,  and  not  upon  his  slaves.  The  mas- 
ter renders  the  service,  and  is  entitled  to  the  compensa> 
tion  t  but  certainly  to  nu  more,  when  he  performs  it  by 
an  agent,  than  when  he  performs  it  by  himself.  Hits  ap- 
pears to  me  as  clear  and  satisfactory  as  that  things  equal 
to  one  and  the  same  thing  are  equal  to  one  other,  llie 
service  of  the  slave  is  equal  to  the  same  service  perfimn* 
ed  by  the  master,  and  no  greater.  'Hiis  principle  places 
the  (xovemment  upon  the  footing  of  perfect  equality, 
in  its  relations  (o  every  citizen.  I1ie'  claim  upon  the  Go- 
vernment is  thus  re-assured  by  the  service  rendered,  and 
not  by  the  condition  of  the  agent  rendering  iU  This  is 
the  bams  of  equality  and  justice.  It  is  the  only  basis  up- 
on which  the  Government  can  stand.  The  service  is  the 
same  to  the  Government  as  though  performed  by  the  mas- 
ter—the same  as  performed  by  a  IVeeman,  fiittier  or  son, 
master  or  apprentice.  It  is  the  service  which  fwms  fhe 
haws  of  the  cluioi,  and  the  condition  of  the  agent  cannot 
change  it.  Upon  this  principle  it  is,  thai  the  liability  of 
the  Government  is  no  greater  when  it  takes  the  appren- 
tice, than  when  it  demamls  the  master,  or  when  it  takes 
the  son,  than  when  it  takes  tlie  father.    It  is  for  the  he- 
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neBt  received  for  whicli  the  Government  pays,  and  no- 
thing more.    For  nolbing  more  should  it  pay — for  notlitnr 
more  can  it  pay.    And  so,  when  the  service  is  performed 
by  the  slave,  the  master  is  entitled  to  the  same  compen- 
tation  M  though  he  had  performed  it  himself,  and  no  more. 
That  the  condition  of  the  agent  does  not  change  the  na. 
ture  of  the  service,  is  sufficiently  innstrated,  by  the  case 
of  the  minor  and  the  apprentice.  -  The  privileges  or  le- 
gal rights,  or  the  value  of  interest  in  the  parent  or  mas. 
ter,  or  the  obligations,  disabilities  or  qusliRcstions,  of 
the  child  or  apprentice,  do  not  affect  the  rights  of  the 
Government.   The  Government  may,  nevertheless,  com- 
mand the  services  of  all  or  either,  and  the  compensa- 
tion wotiM  be  the  same  in  either  case.    So  the  condition 
of  the  slave  does  not  cl\ange  the  rights  of  the  Govern 
meni,  nor  the  claim  of  the  master.    The  question  is,  not 
what  are  the  disabilities,  disqualidcations,  and  privations 
of  the  slave,  but  what  are  the  rights  of  the  master,  and 
what  the  rights  of  the  Government  t   And  here  it  will 
be  perceived,  at  once,  that  the  Northern  parent,  and  tlie 
Southern  master,  are  placed  upon  a  footing  of  perfect 
cqualiQr.    The  analogy  is  perfect ;  the  omparison  holds 
most  Mrietly.    ( challenge  the  most  subtle  discrimination 
to  fake  a  distinction.    The  parent  has  a  legal,  valuable 
interest  in  his  son,  and  is  entitled  to  his  custody  and  to 
his  services.    The  laws  of  all  the  Slates  will  protect  this 
interest.    The  Southern  slave-holder  can  claim  no  more. 
The  analogy  between  the  citizen,  apprentice  and  child, 
and  the  Soutbem  slave,  which  gave  the  gentleman  ham 
'Massachusetts  so  much  pain,  has  not  been  instituted, 
cannot  be  instituted,  does  not  exist— and  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  make  It.    The  atudogy  is  not  there  ;  it  is  be 
tween  the  masters.    The  master  makes  tlie  claim  ;  end 
the  question  is,  what  are  his  rights  and  not  what  the 
wrongs  or  disabilities  of  the  slave.    I'he  master  cannot 
urge  the  htter  to  enhanee  the  value  of  the  fimner. 

And  lierc,  I  think,  lies  the  error  into  which  honorable 
gentlemen  have  fallen,  who  advocate  this  claim.  The 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  urging  the  entire  want  of  a! 
privileges  in  the  slave,  as  a  reason  for  prefemtvg  supe- 
rior claims  for  the  master,  as  well  as  extraordinar)'  ex- 
emptions for  both.  The  slave  has  no  civil  privileges, 
ana  therefore  owes  no  political  obligations.  The  mas. 
ter  has  engrossed  them  all,  .^nd  therefore  he  owes  no 
political  obligations  on  tlie  slave's  account.  But  these 
conclusions  are  not  warranted  by  tJie  assumptions.  The 
powers  and  rights  of  the  Government  correspond  with 
Its  obligation^  and  the  duties  of  llie  citizen  are  as  ex- 
tensive as  his  power.  But  the  slave  has  rights— one, 
certainly,  wluch  is  unamenable — his  life  is  liis  own,  and 
lie  may  defend  it  even  against  his  master's  assaults.  The 
Government  is  bound  to  protect  that  life,  as  welt  as  the 
property  of  tlie  master.  The  slave  owes  a  correspond- 
ing obhgation,  as  well  as  the  master.  The  slave  may, 
therefore,  be  called  upon  on  his  own  account,  as  well 
as  the  master  on  account  of  his  interest  in  the  slave. 
The  Oovemmcnt  is  not  bound  to  tni^uire  into  tlie  extent 
and  variety  of  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  moral  and 
physical  agents  under  its  protection.  Protection  alone 
fnmidies  a  sufficient  claim  on  the  services  of  the  protect- 
ed, for  defending  the  country  and  the  Government.  On 
(his  principle,  aliens  and  foreigners  are  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  defend  the  country  in  which  they  enjoy  a  tern, 
pprary  residence  and  proteclion  for  ihcir  persons  and 
property.  The  principle  applies,  with  equal  strength 
and  force,  to  the  slave  and  the  master  t  and  it  is  not  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  right  of  the  master  in  bis  slave 
that  exempts  him  fW>m  the  pablie  service,  but  the  unlit  ness 
(^tbe  sU%'e  himself  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government. 

But  slaves  are  property,  say  honorable  gentlemen  who 
support  this  claim  ;  and  to  establish  this  point  they  speak 
of  the  majiner  in  wliich  they  treat  them.  They  sell 
them  and  buy  them  i  and  in  Die  next  moment  they  tell 


you  that  this  is  so  by  muntc'tpal  law,  the  law  of  the  Stsle.- 
and  the  next  moment  protest,  what  every  body  admits, 
that  this  Government  has  no  control  over  those  l*ws, 
and  can  neither  alter  or  abolish  them.    It  seems  to 
id!e  tu  be  always  proteriin^  teunst  the  exercise  of  a 
power  never  claimed.    But,  W^Hvet  are  bought  and 
sold  hy  State  laws,  State  laws  may  prohibit  their  sale,  and 
would  ihey  be  any  the  less  property  J    Certainhr  not. 
The  right  of  the  master  to  the  possession  and  service? 
of  bis  slave  would  still  be  the  same.    This  circumstancr, 
tlierefore,  does  not  constitute  tliem  property.  '  Bat  ii 
they  are  propert}',  tliey  are  so  by  Slate  laws,  and  aR 
right  to  personal  service  may  be  constituted  property 
by  those  laws,  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  it.    But  I  think  I  have  already  shown 
that  these  laws  cannot  diminish  the  power  or  fights  oT 
this  Government.    But  if  slaves  are  properly  by  State 
Uws,  (and  I  presume  there  is  no  formal  enactonent  of  any 
State  declaring  thCtn  so,)  they  are  also  persons.  God 
has  created  them  persona,  and  tliey  are  declared  to  be 
80  by  the  Constitution,  as  often  as  it  has  declared  any 
thing  about  them — technical  legal  persons — in  the  legal 
sense  of  the  term,    as    distinguished  from  property. 
Strictly,  and  legally  speaking,  therefore,  I  deny  that 
slaves  are  property.    The  quality  of  property  is  not  pre- 
dicable  of  persons,  even  by  the  laws  of  the  slave-holding 
States.    Personal  services  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  pro- 
perty.   It  is  a  legal  right  trtily,  and  a  valuable  interest, 
defendetl  by  taw,  and  to  be  compensated  for  by  proper* 
ty.    But  tliey  are  the  means  of  acquiring  things  or  pro- 
perty, rather  than  property  ilsetf.    Can  we  call  the  r^t 
we  possess  in  our  own  services  our  property  *  Certainly 
not.    But  they  are  as  much  property  as  yny  other  per- 
sonal services.    But  if  personal  services  can  by  anv  con- 
sttuction  of  terms  be  distorted  into  property  in  one' form, 
they  are  so  in  all  the  forms  in  which  they  can  exist.  This 
view  of  the  subject  does  not  in  the  least  lessen  the  right 
or  the  \-aliie  of  the  interest  of  the  master  in  his  slave, 
but  merrly  goes  to  tlie  legal  definition  of  that  right.  The 
term  property  has  been  wrongfully  applied  to  that  rightj 
and  has  probably  given^rise  to  this  novelclaim,  and  is  the 
so1e*cause  of  this  protracted  discussion.    I  believe  that 
it  has  not  been  contended,  indeed  it  cannot  be  pt^end- 
ed,  that  the  master  possesses,  or  can  possess,  any  other 
right  in  his  slave  than  to  his  personal  services.    He  can 
make  no  other  use  of  him.    He  can  neither  eat  his  fled) 
nor  drink  his  blood ;  for  he  cannot  take  his  life  without 
being  guilty  of  murder.    This  view  of  the  subject  dispo- 
ses of  the  argument  derived  from  that  clause  of  the 
amendments  ot  the  United  States* Constitution  which  pro- 
vides that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  just  compensation.   The  Constitution  did 
not  refer  to  slaves.   It  did  not  in  that  clause  refer  to 
persons  of  any  description  ;  they  had  already  been  pro- 
vided for  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  same  amendmenii 
and  in  every  place  where  claims  have  been  in  any  way 
referred  to,  they  had  always  been  designated  as-  per. 
sons.   But  it  was  urged  the  other  day,  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution  settled  tlie  question,  and  that  the  rejection 
of  the  claim  would  be  a  virtual  interpolation  of  the  amend* 
ment  in  the  question,  with   this  exception — "except 
slaves  ;"  and  asks,  with  great  confiilencc,  if  it  cai)  be 
supposed  that  the  Constitution  would  have  been  adopted 
with  that  clause.    With  all  deference,  1  beg  permisson 
to  say  that  1  think  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  supposition 
put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  and  it  consists  in  not 
presenting  the  case  under  consideration— in  putting  the 
services  of  slaves  for  slaves  themselves.    The  gentleman's 
supposition  should  have  presented  this  exception — 
'  except  the  personal  services  of  such  persons  whose 
migration  or  importation  any  of  the  States,  now  existing, 
idiall  think  proper  to  admit,  which  sliall  not  be  prohibi- 
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ted  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  tbousand  eight 
Imndred  and  eight,  who  may  be  occasioiully  employed 
lit  great  emergencies,  in  time  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  themselves  and  their  masters  from  capture 
and  destruction  by  the  enemy,  iu  such  services  as  they 
may  6ily  and  witli  safety  to  the  public  execute  and  per- 
farm — wlien,  and  in  such  case,  tlieir  masters  shall  be 
paid  the  same  rate  of  compensation  as  are  awarded  for 
similar  services  to  minors  and  apprentices,  or  their  pa- 
rents or  masters,  and  no  other  or  greater."  Will  the 
honorable  gentleman  suppose  that '  such  a  clause  would 
hare  formed  any  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  tlie  Consti- 
tution '  And  yet  tliis  is  the  case  presented  by  ibis  claim, 
and  this  tbe  interpretation  whicii  its  rejection  gives  to 
the  Constitutiun*  and  no  other.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman miKht  hare  gone  on  with  other  suppositions,  and 
have  concluded  wiUi  a  similar  question.  1  will  put 
some  for  him.  "One  rate  of  compensation  shall  be  a- 
warded  for  services  rendered  by  all  freemen*  minors,  and 


the  limits  of  the  domestic  circle,  and  were  not  permitted 
to  escape  the  walls  of  the  household. 

The  process  of  emancipation  commenced  with  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  progressing  through  tlie  Northern  States 
in  what  succession  I  do  not  pretend  to  state,  has  oontin* 
ued  its  march  as  for  south,  I  believe,  as  tbe  Southern 
border  of  Pennsylvania.  Slavery  baa  existed  to  a  great- 
er or  less  extent  in  all  the  old  thirteen  States.  Seven  of 
them  have  abolished  and  annihilated  that  moral  and  po* 
litical  curse,  but  without  acknowledging  the  obligation  to 
provide  any  remuneration  to  slave  holders  for  tbe  conse- 
quences to  them  of  this  act  of  justice  and  ohedicnce  to 
nature  and  nature's  God.  It  ought  here  to  be  observed, 
that  it  is  not  the  amonnt  or  the  qtunUty  of  the  consequen- 
ces of  any  particular  act,  that  constitutes  its  injustice.  It 
is  the  nature  of  the  act,  the  violation  of  moral  principle, 
and  the  outrage  committed  upon  individual  and  private 
right.  The  principle  is  the  same  whether  one  citizen  or 
all  the  citizens  of  a  State  hold  slaves,  or  whether  each 


apprentice%  and  a  two  fold  rate  for  the  same  8er>  ices  j  claims  tlie  possesnon  of  a  hundred,  of  fifty,  of  ten,  or  one 


vhen  performed  by  slaves,"  "Minors  uid  apprentices, 
and  all  freenum,  may  be  compelled  to  perfbrm  military  ser- 
vice, to  dig  in  the  entrenchments,  and  erect  fortifications 
and  military  defences  :  but  slaves,  on  account  of  the  in- 
violable and  sacred  nature  of  this  kind  of  property  in  their 
masters,  shall  be  wholly  exempt  from  the  performance  of 
any  such  aervices  \  but  if, .  by  the  operation  of  the  emi- 
nent domain,  aiul  the  law  of  necessity,  any  of  them  shall 
by  possibility  be  forced  into  such  service,  and  shall  be 
killed,  the  master  shall  be  paid  tlie  full  value  of  such 
slave,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  for  his  services  ren- 
dered, but  no  compensation  shall  be  made  for  tbe  life  of 
a  minor  or  apprt^ntice  destroyed  in  the  performance  of 
the  same  services.  '  Would  such  a  constitution  have 
been  adopted  ]  Would  any  such  Constitution  liuvebeen 
proposed  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted  ? 

It  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  the  argument  from  the 
Constitution  is  abundantly  disposed  of.  The  ConsiituUon 
never  tliougbt  of  providing  fur  this  ease. 

One  other  remark  of  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  prunouiiced  with  some  emphasis,  struck 
me  as  somewhat  extraordinary,  and  as  deserving  some 
comment,  although  I  admit  that  1  do  not  perceive  its 
conoexion  with  the  merits  of  this  claim.  Spesking  of 
the  rights  of  masters  to  their  shtves,  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  (o  them,  he  put  the  question,  if  any  State 
could  undertake  to  manumit  the  slaves  without  making 
adequate  compensation  to  their  musters  for  their  value  7 
TJie  gentleman  is  no  doubt  aware,  that  our  sense  of  jus-  j 


of  this  species  of  property— persons,  I  should  say,  sir. 
The  injustioe  of  emancipation— if  injustice  is  conluned 
in  it— is  the  same  in  degree,  though  different  in  extent  j 
and  tbe  moral  sense  of  tne  community  should  be  as  much 
shocked  by  violence  to  the  rights,  and  an  outrage  upon 
the  person  or  property  of  an  individual,  as  of  a  milhon. 
Several  years  have  passed,  sir,  since  the  SUte  of  New 
York  commenced  a  series  of  enactments  for  tbe  gnidual 
abolition  of  davery  in  that  SUte.  The  results  iff  those 
enactments  were  consummated  on  tbe  Fourth  of  July  , 
last.  Since  when,  and  from  thenceforth  and  forever  sla- 
very has  not  exibted,  and  cmnot  exist,  in  that  State.  And 
so  fax  were  the  Legislature  of  that  State  from  naakingany 
providon  for  compensating  by  law  the  numerous  iniUvid- 
uals  whom  they  thus  deprived  of  tbeir  property— accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  this  claim— that  they  actuaDy  im- 
posed upon  tliem  additional  and  extraordinary  obliga- 
tions. They  required  tbe  owner  to  prepare  bis  slave  for 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  by  a  process  incurring  a  very 
conndenble  expense,  by  imparting  to  him^  much  ht- 
erary  instruction  as  at  least  to  enable  him  to  read  the  3i- 
ble,  thereby  imbuing  him  with  the  principles  of  our  holy 
and  blessed  religion,  at  the  same  moment  that  they  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  appropriate  and  twin  blessing  of  civil 
liberty.  And  this  was  done  under  no  less  a  penalty  than 
their  fotfelturfe  of  their  right  in  the  slave  at  a  much  earlier 
day. 

If  slaves  are  property,  then  property,  private  property, 
was  thus  taken  away^  absolutely  annthdated,  by  public 


tice  is  somewhat  a  matter  of  fashion,  and  is  liable  to  be  |  authority,  without,  not  adequate,  but  any  compensation, 
influenced  very  much  by  custom  and  habit — and  that ,  But  this  great  moral  and  political  cveu^for  it  was  a 
what  has  been  repeatedly  done  without  shocking  our  great  and  important  event  wi^w-as  effected  without 
moral  sense,  is  in  no  great  danger  of  violating  our  sense  [  doing  violence  to  the  moral  feeling  or  sense  of  justic^. 


great  danger 

(jfjustice  i  and,  a  priori,  in  no  great  danger  of"bcing  con 
sidered  unjust.  Stiveral  States  in  this  Union  have  BUO- 
ctisaively  manumitted  their  slaves,  and  it  has  escaped  my 
observation  and  research,  ij;  in  any  one  instance,  remu- 
neration to  the  master  has  been  provided  by  tlie  State 
Government.  Uassachusetts^  at  a  very  early  day,  in 
17dOt  if  1  mistake  not,  by  one  sweeping  act,  nwnumit- 
ted  her  slaves,  absolute!^  and  unconditionally,  without 
awarding  any  compensation  to  their  former  masters.  O- 
thur  States  followed  in  sucoesson,  in  what  order  is  not 
material  and  no  compensation  in  any  case  was  provided 
or  paid.  The  number  of  slaves  in  Massachusetts  amount- 
ed to  about  ten  thousand.  But  I  have  never  heard  that 
the  moral  sense  of  the  citizens  of  that  Commonwealth  was 
shocked  by  their  manumission.  The  act  was  sanctioned 
by  tlie  judgment  of  the  whole  community.  Even  the 
owners  themselves  were  silent  under  the  convictions  of 
the  ui^ent  justice  of  tbe  law  of  emancipation.  If  any 
complaints  existed,  they  were  smoUiered  in  the  bosoms 
vf  tlioae  who  entertained  them,  or  were  confiaed  within 


_  Jig '  _  .  _  .  _ 

of  any  portion  of  tbe  communis  of  that  great  State.  ^  So 
far  from  this,  sir,  this  event  has  been  our  boast,  our  pnde; 
it  has  been  commemorated  and  celebrated,  and  has  been 
and  isp  esteemed  almost  as  great  an  improvement  in  our 
moral  and  political  condition,  as  any  other  great  and  con- 
temporaneous work  has  been  to  the  internal  proiperit/ 
and  resources  of  the  State.  And  now,  w,  doca  imy  one 
suppose  that  this  gr^at  example  of  New  York,  would  not 
be  followed  by  Soulheni  gentlemen  thenwelve^  by  tbe 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  for  instance,  if  the  mea- 
sure could  be  esteemed  safe  i  if  the  magnitude  of  tbe  evil 
did  not  discourage  them  from  grappling  with  the  monster. 
If  the  slave  population  of  the  State  of  VirKini*  did  not  ex- 
ceed what  that  of  New  York  was,  who  doubts  that  th^ 
would  forthwith  emancipate  them  ?  Even  Southern  aen- 
sibility,  1  apprehend,  would  not  revolt  at  the  injustice 
thus  perpetrated  upon  private  right,  it  is  not  because  it 
would  be  unjust  to  individuals,  but  unsafe  to  the  commu- 
nity, to  enact  universal  and  absolute  emancipation.  And 
yet  it  is  manifest  that  tbe  extent  and  oMgnUude  of  tbe 
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evil  which  would  be  thug  abolished,  ihemultiplicity  of  the 
aUve-holders,  and  the  multiplicity  of  their  sUves,  would 
not  make  thia  great  political  and  ciril  change  uiyutt  in 
Virginia,  which  a  mora  Kmited  extent  rendered  just  in 
New  York. 

Mr.  Spsaksb,  I  have  not  entirely  satisfied  myself  on 
one  part  of  my  argument,  in  the  remarks  which  I  have 
Biibmitled  to  the  House.  I  refer  to  ihat  branch  of  it 
which  touches  upon  the  extent  of  the  right  of  the  mat- 
ter to  his  riaVe.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  repeating, 
air.  that  that  right  is  limited  to  the  personal  services  of 
the  slave  t  and  when  ihey  are  paid  for,  it  is  all  the  mas- 
ter can  claim  from  the  Government.  It  isftU  the  mas- 
ter has  been  deprived  o^  and  all  tite  Goremment  hu 
Rceived  ;  and  (his,  sir,  settles  the  question,  and  ends  the 
argument. 

Mr.  BRTAN,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  said  :  Com- 
ing as  I  do,  from  a  State,  mucli  of  the  wealth  of  whose 
citizens  consisU  of  the  kind  of  prc^rty,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  which  is  now  undei^  the  conndention  of  the' 
Rouse,  I  should  feel  myself  negligent,  if  not  culpable, 
were  I  lo  permit  the  question  to  be  taken  without  en- 
deavouring to  vindicate  and  eslablisl)  what  I  deem  to  be 
the  rights  of  my  constituents — righu  which  cannot  be 
impugned  without  a  violation  of  tfle  rights  of  the  States 
and  the  ncrcd  injunctions  of  our  Federal  Constitution. 

Prom  I  very  early  period  of  the  history  df  America, 
we  find  the  rights  of  property  reeognixed  and  used  over 
these  persons — nay,  sir,  from  the  earliest  records,  both 
sacred  and  profane,  we  find  a  state  of  slavery  established 
and  sanctioned.  By  the  usages  of  ancient  war&re,  the 
vanquished  in  battle  became  the  slaves  of  the  victors, 
and  their  right  of  even  putting  them  to  death,  was  ad- 
'mitted,  and  too  often  practised.  The  InsUtution  of  sbtve- 
ty  may  even  be  SMd  to  liave  mitigated  the  horrors  of  war, 
'and  b^  arraying  the  avarice  of  the  conqueror  against  the 
appetite  of  revenge,  to  have  often  staid  tlie  fiital  blow. 
We  find,  sir,  in  confirmation  of  this  position,  that,  among 
the  aborigines  of  thia  coimtry,  where  the  practice  of  en- 
islaving  their  captives  did  not  prevai',  that  they  were 
very  generally  put  to  death,  by  the  most  cruel  tortures. 
But,  Iff.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  an 
idle  disfoby  of  research  into  ages  that  have  long  gone  by, 
bat  will  confine  myselfmore  stiictly  to  the  state  of  slave- 
ry, as  eidsting  among  us. 

Its  origin  may  be  imputed  to  the  cupidity  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  who,  looking  upon  her  colonies,  more  as 
the  means  of  enriching  herself,  than  of  contributing  to 
the  happiness  (tf  mankind,  introduced  those  persons  in- 
toher  colonies,  as  an  article  of  traffic.  It  waaurgedas 
an  argument  in  justification  efthe  measuse,  that  it  was  an 
act  of  humanity  to  these  unfortunate  beings,  as  they  had 
been  taken  captive  by  more  powerful  tribes,  in  their  own 
land,  and  that  their  conquerors  would  put  them  to  death, 
unless  they  could  be  sold,  and  thus  more  advantageous- 
ly disposed  of.  I  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
wgiiment  was  well-founded  in  numerous  instinces.  We 
leSuD  from  the  authentie  narratives  of  early  travelU-rs, 
that  those  native  tribes  of  Aftica  were  highly  savage  and 
ferocious,  delighting  in  blood— tlicy  Btill  are  so— and  1 
do  not  hesitate  to  avow,  as  my  firm  belief,  that  the  ne- 
gro slaves  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, are  much  more  happy— more  blessed  with  intel- 
lectual and  natural  advantages— more  ampily  furnished 
*ith  kU  that  IMkea  this  life  happy— and  more  especial, 
ly  sir,  (»nd_  this  should  go  very  far  towards  reconciling 
Ureir  real  IHends  lo  theif  situation)  -nfinitely  better  pro- 
l^died  with  the  means  of  Christian  instruction  and  educa- 
tion, than  the  descendants  of  their  African  progenitors 
who  have  remained  in  the  land  of  their  fathers.  But,  sir, 
be  their  situation  wliat  it  may,  our  counti)',  the  United 
fltatea,  are  mnocent  paiuketx  with  tlietib  of  the  disad- 
vantages of  tbeir  comUtion. 


It  is  matter,  sir,  of  historical  fact,  that  Ae  Coknd 
legislatures  passed  acts  to  prevent  the  iniquHous  tnfic 
which  brought  them  to  our  shores.    I>arine-  our  Colomal 
dependence,  these  acts  had  not  the  fbree  of  Uwx  till 
sanctioned  by  the  King  of  England— that  aanctien  was.  n- 
fu»ed,inasmwch  as  it  wotdd deprive  his  aubjecta  of  agan- 
ful  traffic,    no  we  not  know,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  aln 
actually  inaisted  upon  being  permitted  to  supply  the 
Spanish  Uolonie*  with  daves,  and  that  tbis  right  vu 
guamntinl  to  her  by  the  nkmnities  of  treaty  rtp^ 
tions  t  Wliat  wis  the  conduct,  on  the  other  bauid.  oftei 
country,  assoonaaslie  was  emancipated  from  BritiA  do- 
minion ?  Among  our  fit«t  acts,  werethMe^robtbitiagtlK 
further  introduction  of  siavea  ;  and  the  Fedeial  Comlite- 
tion  itself,  that  imperishable  monument  of  homan  visdoii, 
contuns  an  article  empowering  Congress  to  ^dxArii  tbti 
odious  traffic.   This  power  has  been  libsnJly  exerdad^ 
and  America  has  earnestly  engaged  in  the  iwbl«  coMoi 
of  extirpating  those  wretebea  wlio  can  quaff  wUh  eioki- 
tion  the  tears  of  human  misery.   Congren  has  deekml 
all  engaged  in  it  to  be  pirates — the  enemies  of  the 
man  race;  and  condemned  its  perpetrators  to  so  ^noa^ 
nious  death.   Bntain,  though,  now  stands  forth  the  c!ia»- 
pion  of  freedom.    There  would  be  much  more  juMiee  is 
her  charity,  as  is  more  than  innnuatedby  one  ofbetmctt 
eminent  jurists,  [Lord  StowelUl  if  «he  bote  the  e^Mase 
also  ofbeing  charitable.   It  has  alwm  been,  Mr.  Speak- 
er,  an  easy  matter  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  riMMt  charities 
of  various  kinds,  but  there  is  a  sad  falling  ofTin  the  imhs- 
her  of  the  shoulers  when  they  have  to  pay  for  k. 

Having  thus  briefly  endeavoured  to  dopoae  of  the 
neml  subject,  and  to  wipe  off  from  the  American  esoit- 
cheon  the  unjust  stigma  of  originating  or  perpelnrtas 
this  state  of  society,  I  shall  advert  to  the  case  inmedalrlr 
before  us. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  states,  that  the  *«, 
horse,  and  cart,  of  this  man  [Marigny  D'Auterive)  ven 
impressed  by  the  Commander  of  the  American  foitn 
to  aid  In  throwing  up  breastworks  for  the  defence  of  Ne» 
Orleans,  and  that  the  necessity  was  ao  urgent  as  tojtu^ 
the  acti  Uiat  the  alave  lost  an  arm  and  an  eye  from  the  fire 
!nemy,and  whilst  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Oaitd 
:s.  They  report  a  bill  makii^  eompensatian  fa 
the  horse  and  cart,  and  the  time  of  the  slave;  b«lK>> 
contended  that  the  master  is  not  entitled  to  reomom^ 
for  the  damage  done  to  his  slave — done  in  the  manner  anJ 
to  the  extent  I  have  sUted. 

The  General  Government  is  invested  by  the  CwatiU- 
tion  with  the  power  of  making  war— this  Is  a  higi  «*! 
mighty — a  sovereign  power.  In  its  exercise  they  haw 
a  nght  to  employ  the  intellectual  and  phywcal  resooice> 
of  the  counliy,  to  the  extent  necessary  for  the  defence  i»! 
protection  of  the  persona  and  property  of  the  citizens ;  f« 
this  duty  of  the  Government  is  the  correlative  of  its  rifb' 
to  the  allegiance  of  its  citizens,  and  is  most  emphaticalit 
the  great  object  (if  all  Governments.  In  the  exercise 
this  power  and  duty,  it  has  been  the  universal  practiw 
upon  emergencies Mmihuf  to  that  slated  m  the  report,  fe 
the  Government  to  exercise  its  right  of  eminent  dwnKi 
by  impressing  prirate  property  for  public  use,  upon  tK 
admitted  principle  that  a  part  may  be  sacrificed  for  *i 
presevation  of  the  whole,  which  is  the  same  principle, 
Sir,  that  justifies  the  throwing  goods  overboard  from » 
ship,  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the«rew. 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  sanctions  this  principle, 
if  indeed  it  needed  any  sanction,  by  providing  that  pn- 
vate  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  withe>a 
just  compensation. 

But,  say  gentlemen  opposed  to  this  claim,  slaves  u* 
not  to  be  regarded  altogether  as  other  property — in  lbi> 
case  the  slave  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  person — and  the  off- 
ner  is  no  more  entitled  to  be  compensated  for  his  injuir- 
and  consequential  loss  of  service,  than  would  a  Nctf'^ei* 
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nusterbe  for  the  loesoflheserrice  of  his  apprentice  under 
aaoiilsr  circumatances.  And  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  MjiitTiinui.B]  who  has  just  taken  tus 
•e»t,  has  defied  any  Southern  geHtlenuui  to  point  out  a  dis> 
tinotion  between  the  Mocaacs.   Sir,  to  my  min^  and  I 
think  to  the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man,  the  diatinction 
is  moat  otTious.   The  apprentice  is  a  freeman— <  citiien 
— he  ov'ea  allegiance  to  the  Uovemment — ia  a  member  of 
■tie  body  poUtic,  and  aa  tuch.  the  OoTemment  is  bound  to 
protect  him.   I'heee  propoailions  are  not  true  of  the  slave. 
The  apprentice  is  aimply  bound,  by  oontmct,  to  serve  hia 
master  ( the  law  enables  him,  or  others  in  bis-babalC  to 
enter  into  this  contract  of  senrioe ;  but  be  ia  still  liable, 
im  almoBt  all  the  Statei^  to  do  military  duQr  before  the  age 
«f  twenty  one  yeara.   Hie  aovereignhua  right  to  hia 
•ervioes,  on  account  of  his  bein^  a  citizen  t  and,  as  was 
well  observed  hy  my  honorable  fnend  from  Haasachiuetts, 
[Mr.  BTKn-rr]  the  act  uf  Congreaa  renders  him  compe- 
tent to  make  tne  contract  of  enlistment  simply  by  re- 
moTing  the  disability  of  infiincy.   But,  Sir,  a  alave  has 
flhr  gmiler  dinbiKtica  than  those  <^  infitney  or  apprentice* 
■htp— he  labora  ander  a  total  want  of  capacity  to  contract; 
and  this  Government  cannot  confer  upon  him  that  power, 
because  that  would  be  conferring  upon  him  aiit  of  the 
most  important  social  rights  of  freemen.    The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  has  brther  contended,  that  this 
shive  was  employed  as  a  person  in  throwing  up  entrench- 
ments, which  was  military  duty — and  so,  Sir  was  the  horse 
employed  in  transporting  tlie  earth,  which  was  juat  as 
much  railitaiy  duty  as  throaring  it  up  {  and  thi%  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  would 
make  the  horse  a  mUitary  person,  and  perhaps  capable  of 
entistment. 

The  honorable  gentleman  strongly  contends  that 
slavea  are  not  property,  because  the  owner  cannot  do  as 
be  picaaea  with  them.   He  cannot,  saya  he,  take  away 
their  lirca— the  ahve  haa  a  right,  aaya  he,  to  hts  life  ; 
and  thia  is  urged  aa  a  triuraMiant  dtatinetton  between 
hiro  and  mere  property,  which  is  aaid  to  be  the  mere 
creature  of  tlte  owner's  will,  to  do  aa  he  plaaaea  with  it 
Sir,  this  argument  ia  really  Himnnt  ludicrous,  and  better 
suited  to  a  County  CouK  than  to  this  grave  delibemive 
amembly.   Let  us  pursue  it.  Sir,  to  some  of  itsconso- 
qoences.    Does  the  gentleman  need  to  be  told,  that,  in 
Kngland,  and  in  some  State*  of  the  American  Union,  ex- 
cessive cruelty  to  animala,  to  horses  for  instance,  is  pun- 
ishable by  indictment  at  common  law  ?  I  suppose,  accor- 
ding 1o  the  honorable  gentleman's  doctrine,  heeause  the 
taw  there  would  restrain  the  owner  from  cutting  his 
horse's  throat 'm  the  street,  out  of  sheer  malignitj',  tlicre- 
fore,  he  could  have  no  properly  in  him.    This  is  tiie  le- 
rttimate  dednction  from  his  prenuses.    Property,  sir,  as 
has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Hr.  RurooLra]  is  the  creature  of  the  law  i  whether  of 
the  natural  or  social  law,  is  not  material  here  to  he  ascer- 
tained— its  enjoyment  therefore  may  be  modified  hy  law. 
I  will  not  do  my  constituents,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  injustice 
to  argue,  as  an  abstntct  question,  whether  slaves^re  pro- 
periy'^powers  far  superior  to  mine  in  argument,  would 
only  ahake  the  firm  foundation  upon  which  this  right  is 
based,  by  attempting  to  fortify  it.   J  will  only  refer.  Sir, 
as  matter  of  history,  to  several  eminent  instances  in  which 
h  has  been  clearly  recognised  by  Federal  authority.  The 
other  day.  Sir,  in  looking  over  the  secret  Journal  of  Do- 
mestic Affaire,  of  the  Continental  Congress,  I  discovered 
a  report,  and  resolutions  accompanying  it,  which  seem  to 
me  to  be  perfectly  conclusive  upon  this  question.  The 
report  was  made  on  the  29lh  March,  1779.    it  will  be 
recoHeeted,  Sir,  that,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
the  Britirii  enftsted  sUves  as  troops— and  (hat  the  period 
1  have  mentioned,  was  one  of  great  gloom  and  des- 


Csntinental  Congress  might  have  found  strong  arguments 
for  combaUng  him  with  the  same  apeciea  of  force— c«pe- 
ciaUy,  as,  by  refraining  from  doing  so,  the  sbves  were 
not  only  lost  to  the  owner,  but  wore  added  to  the  military 
force  or  the  enemy.   The  proceedings  of  Congress  on 
thia  occanon,  dispby  that  combination  of  wiadom  md  pni- 
dence,  for  which  that  body  waa  so  justly  renowned. 
The  report  states  that  the  delegation  of  South  Cwelina, 
in  Congress,  bad  represented  uie  distressed  state  of  the 
country,  the  desertion  of  the  negroes  to  the  enemy,  and 
that  those  who  still  remained,  were  exposed  to  their  arti- 
fices and  temputions ;  that,  iif  they  were  embodied,  this 
desertion  might  be  prevented,  and  they  mif^t  be  render- 
ed foraridable  to  Uie  enen^,  be.   Whereupon,  "Reaolr. 
ed.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Oeor^a,  if  they  riiall  think  the  same  expediei^ 
to  take  measures"  for  raising  a  force  of  this  description. 
By  anoHier  resolution,  it  was  declared  that  "  Congress 
will  make  provision  for  paying  tlie  proprietors  of  aueh 
negroes^  fcc.  a  fiill  compenaation  for  the  property,  flu.  " 
— Secret  Joonw^  psgcs  107—8.    I  do  not  know,  Sir, 
whetiier  the  recomemladon  of  Congreaa  was  adopted. 
I  presume  not    It  is  not  at  all  nuiterial  to  the  purpose 
for  which  I  have  quoted  the  Journal,  to  ascertain  that 
fact    I'he  report  and  resolutions  sliow  conclusively  llie 
sense  of  the  Continental  Congress— that  the  slaves,  even 
with  the  example  of  the  enemy  justifying,  I  mi^t  say 
enforcing  it,  were  not  to  be  employed  without  the  con. 
sent  of  the  local  authorities — and  if  emplwed  with  that 
consent,  that  the  owners  were  to  receive  fiiH  eompenss* 
tion  Ibr  the  property— thus  evincing  the  caution  and  the 
justice  of  the  Congress  of  that  day,  dedding.  as  I  contend* 
Sir,  the  viiy  principle  of  compensation  now  before  the 
House.   It  IS  indeed  a  much  stronger  case  than  the  one 
now  uuder  consideration  i  for  it  might  be  contended, 
with  much  more  force,  that  the  slaves  would,  in  tint 
case,  have  been  employed  as  persons. 

Pursuing  these  historical  illustrations.  Sir,  we  find  in 
the  ^Britisfi  Treaty  of  1783,  which  closed  the  war  of  in- 
dependence, provision  is  made  by  the  7l\f  article  against 
•*  the  destruction  or  carrying  away  of  any  negroes,  or 
other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants."  In  the 
secret  debates  of  the  convention  of  1787,  which  framed 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtea,  slaves 
were  unequivocally  admitted  to  be  property,  and  4ri»jec- 
tions  were  made,  on  that  precise  ground,  to  their  being 
enumerated  in  the  population  of  tiie  Southern  States, 
and  estimated  in  the  ratio  of  representation  at  three-fittha. 
of  their  actual  number  ;  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Convention  from  Massachusetts  contending,  that  the  cat> 
tie  of  New  England  might  be  represented  with  as  much 
propriety.  In  the  convention  ol  Masaacliusetts  wliich 
adopted  the  Constitution  the  same  objection  waa  also 
made.  If  we  consult  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
Government,  it  will  appear  no  less  clearly  that  tliey  are 
regatde<I  as  mere  property  i  they  are,  as  such,  subjected 
to  the  direct  tax  i  their  assenment  and  valuation  are  pro- 
vided  for— and  they  are  sold  as  property  under  the  laws 
and  the  judicial  proceedings  of  (he  United  States. 
When  a  burden  is  to  be  borne  by  the  properly  of  the 
citizens,  gentlemen  are  willing  to  consider  them  aa  pro- 
perty ;  when  they  are  to  be  paid  fur,  having  been  seized 
and  injured  in  the  public  service,  then  it  is  most  couveiii- 
ent  to  call  them  persona- 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  is  entitled 
to  credit  for  having  discovered '*  a  new  thing,"  wh«» 
he  contends  that  slaves  are  not  properly,  because  tlieir 
owners  are  only  entitled  to  their  services  ;  or,  in  hisowu 
language,  that  they  ara  to  be  regarded  as  the  means 
of  acqviiring  property,  and  not  as  property."  I  would 
be  gUd  to  know,  Sir,  -in  what  consists  the  value  of  any 


pondency  in  the  South  t  and  then,  if  ever,  as  tlie  enemy  1  kind  of  property,  if  it  is  not  in  being  tlie  means  of  ac- 
were  enlisting  the  aUvcs  of  the  Southern  planter,  the  I  quiring  property  »  that.  Sir,  la  iU  great  aod  most  ordi- 
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nuy  us?.  If  thta  argument  be  true,  a  man  is  not  entitled 
to  his  own  ideas,  because  they  are  often  used  «a  tbe 
means  of  acquirinff  prupert)' ;'  and  intellect,  tlie  noblest 
and  most  pesuliar  kind  fif  property,  must  no  longer  be 
tegarded  by  its  possesaor  as  his  own.  As  slave*  have 
never  been  considered  as  military  persons,  so,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, luve  they  never  been  considered  as  ciTil  persons,  if  I 
nay  use  the  phrase.  I  will  ask  any  gentleman  from  a 
Soulbern  Sute,  if  be  has  ever  known  them  called  out  to 
anist  the  civil  authority,  as  a  part  of  the  poase  comitatus  ^ 
Has  a  sheriff  ever  bfcen  known  to  summon  his  neifj^bor'a 
slaves  to  assist  him  in  the  execution  of  process  ?  Can  he 
go  upon  a  plantatimt  where  the  owner's  negroes  are  at 
^ork,  and  command  them  to  attend  and  aid  him  in  the 
execution  of  his  efGcial  duty  }  No,  Sir,  this  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  thought  of  t  and  yet  th^  ailment  of  the  hon- 


sented,  Mr,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  much  more  forcibly 
and  eloquently  than  my  lipa  coukl  have  uttered  the«. 
1  know  too  well,  I  trust,  sir,  how  much  is  due  front  me  to 
the  courtesy  of  the  House,  to  weaiy  it  with  an  ehbwale 
argument  upon  a  subject  which  has  already  been  an  much 
canvassed.  1  liad  decline<l  troubling  the  House  with  any 
remarks  of  mine  upon  this  question,  but  was  called  up 
by  the  novel  and  extraordinary  doctrines  of  the  gentk- 
man  from  New  York,  which,  as  a  faithful  repreacoUlirc 
of  my  constituenu,  I  could  not  pennit  to  paaa  withoot 
protest,  and  an  attempt  to  refute  them.  Aa  to  tbe  other 
quest-on  which  has  been  raised  in  this  case,  whether  the 
damage  done  to  the  slave  was  direct  or  consequential  I 
really  do  consider  that  to  be  a  mere  law  quibbK,  and  an 
reminded  by  it,  sir,  ot  the  learnnl  and  astute  Shlbboleib 
so  gravely  uttered  in  Courts — 'yclepM  Courts  of  Justice 


ortble  gentleman,  if  followed,  leads  ineviubly  to  this  con- i — when  they  are  engaged  in  ascertaining,  not  whether 


elusion.  I  am  happy.  Sir,  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  (^ew  York  ra  the  only  member 
of  this  House  Who  has  contended  that  dares  are  not  pro- 
perty. I  do  not  believe  that  he  can  find  a  second  on 
this  floor  ,•  and  I,  with  cheerfulness,  add  my  testimony  to 
tliat  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carohna, 
[Mr.  M'Dcffie]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  AncuER]  In  favor  of  the  just  and  liberal  views 
of  otir  Northern-brethren.  Their  sentiments^  aa  frankly 
avowed  In  this  debate,  must  have  a  powerfiil  tendency  to 
repress  any  improper  emotions  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who 
are  afflicted  with  this  kind  of  property,  and  to  quell  any 
spirit  of  insubordination  in  the  slaves  themselves. 

When  this  debate  originated,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess 
i  felt  much  regret,  believing  that  it  would  create  much 
unnecessary  excitement  and  waste  of  tim^.  i  have  en- 
deavored to  discuss  the  question.  Sir,  with  calmness.  I 
am.  Sir,  no  advocate  forsUvei^'  in  the  abstracL  1  agree 
entirely  with  my  honorable  friend,  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  DaiTTOiTj  that  it  is  great  evil  j  and  I  believe,  loo, 
Sir,  that  the  owner  is  rather  more  to  be  piUed  than  the 
slave.  I  must  do  iny  constituents  the  justice,  and  it  ia 
mere  justice,  to,  say  that  their  staves  are  treated  with  a 
degree  of  mildneu,  and  attention  to  tlieir  wants,  much 
more  indicative  ofgootl  and  generous  feeling  than  that  of 
a  desire  to  make  the  most  of  their  property.    The  slave, 

bir,  is  generally  happier  than  the  master  j  while  his  i  .  .  - 

owner  ia  *'  spinning  his  brains"  for  the  support  of  his  '  consideration  when  Uie  House  paiaed  to  tbe  ot- 

family,  or  torturing  his  ingenuity,  and  tossing  his  aching  !  'W'* 

head  upon  his  pillow  to  providi;  "  ways  and  means"  fur  I  ^*r.  BARNKY  desired  not  to  be  considered  aa  wanl- 
tliepaymentijf  his  (iibts,  or  performance  ofhiscoiitracts,  I  ""ff  courtesy  to  the  honorable  member  frura  Kcntuc- 
the  slave,  released  from  all  these  cares,  well  fed,  well  ^Y*  *l'en  rising  in  oppntitioD  to  the  reference  of  the  re- 
clothed,  and  performing  moderate  labor,  enjoys  the  Iran- '  solutions  to  the  Committee  of  WB;|rs  and  Meant,  iiua- 

which  form  very  im- 1  much  as  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  had  cxpmacd 


a  suiter  has  suffered  injustice  from  his  neighbor,  but  wbe- 
ther  he  should  have  brought  an  aotien  of  trespMS  or  case. 
1  re^joice,  air,  that  here,  at  least,  we  can  do  HitMrioatiaf 
justice.  D'Auterive's  property  has  been  forcibly  takes 
(or  public  use — it  has  been  injured  in  the  public  service. 
Reason,  Justice,  and  the  Constitution,  unite  in  saying; 
"  that  private  property  shall  not  be  tuken  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation."  Tliey  all  aay,  pay  Iwii 
what  is  just — and  so  I  hope  weshali  say.  I  fieel  nodifi- 
cully  about  my  vote,  sir.  I  have  arrived  at  my  conclaMM 
without  passion,  and  I  shall  adhere  to  it  with  quite  as 
much  firmness  and  inflexibility  as  if  I  had  invoked  the  furies 
of  discord  and  disunion,  or  endeavored  to  array  before 
this  House  the  distorted  spectres  of  fancy. 

1  am  admonished,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  the  lateneas  of  tbe 
hour,  that  1  have  sufficiently  imposed  upon  tbe  patieace 
of  the  House.  I  conclude,  air,  by  expressing  my  lirely 
gratitude  for  tlie  attention  which  the  House  tna  been 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  my  remark^  (uiideaerring  aa 
they  have  been.) 
[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.l 

WiD-ti-niixr,  JaWAaT  33,  18S8. 

RETRENCHMENT. 
1'he  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resold* 
tions  moved  by  Mr.  CHILTON,  yesterday,  which 


quility  of  mind,  and  heailli  of  body,  wiiicli  lorm  very 
jKirtant  items  in  tJie  sum  ofhuman  happiness. 

If  the  Southern  States  are  to  be  purified  from  tliid  mo- 
ral ptstiicnce,  it  will  not,  it  cannot  be  by  fulminating 
edicts,  or  mawkish  harangues,  against  their  right  of  pro- 
pert)'.  Fassion  and  entljutiiasm  liave  rarely  given  good 
coui'mcI.    There  are  many  intelligent  and  patriotic  citi 


his  unwillingness  that  they  ahoHld  be  thus  refenvd,  and 
their  merits  could  be  tested  by  the  discussion  which 
wuuld  be  thus  elicited. 

lie  was  unwilling  that  the  House  sliould,  by  its  deltbr- 
rate  vote,  sanction  a  belief  tlut  the  purity  of  our  Itepub- 
lican  Institutions  were  contaminated  by  prodigal  aod 


xcns  of  the  South,  who  would  be  willing  to  adopt  a  ays-  wastcfnl'espcnditures  of  the  public  money,  callin|f  loud* 
tern  for  the  euro  of  this  malady,  provided  wholesome  me  -  j  'j*  ^'^^  reform  in  the  Administration  of  our  Government; 
dicine,  suited  to  the  Coniititution,  be  u&eil.    The  consent  |  a»d  he  would  here  disclaim  all  intention  of  provoktr^ 


of  the  cwner,  and  iJie  emigration  of  the  freed-man,  should 
be,  and  must  be,  indispensable  in  any  system.  Sir,  se- 
venil  of  my  cuii&tctnenis  have  shown  the  most  earnest 
and  sincere  zeal  in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  :  and,  sir,  bow  have  they  shown  it  ?  Not 
by  cbunor  and  intemperance  t  but  by  good  deeds — by 
being  charitable  at  their  own  coitts.    Ihey  have  emsn- 


unnecessary  disctibsion,  by  introducing  the  term  adminia- 
tration  in  a  political  sense,  his  impressions  having  uni- 
formly been  thai  that  administration  was  best,  which  was 
best  administered.  If  we  sanction  this  reference,  it  can- 
not fail  to  confirm  an  impression  attempted  to  be  made 
by  a  lascivious  poet,  who  passed  a  few  weeks  in  mnldnf 
a  rapid  tour  through  our  cnun(r>',  and  remaining  three  i 


cipatcd  their  sUves,  and  provided  the  means  of  transpor-  four  days  in  the  Capital— certainly  not  as  long  as  the  h»> 

ling  them  out  of  the  Union.    1'his  is  what  may  be  called  norable  member  from  Kentucky  has  been  in  his  seat'  — 

an  actuating  faith.   1  have  been  anticipated,  Mr.  Speaker,  b>s  vettirn  to  liis  native  land  thus  describes  us— • 

insevei-a)  arguments  which  hud  occurred  tome,  and  "  Evtmiow,  in  dawn  of  life,  ber  earlf  (Mnih 

whidi  I  should  have  offered,  had  1  been  more  furtunala  "  ^"7"..""'!      ntniof  Empii«»  unr  ifc«ird«ili ; 

in  my  effort,  to  obtain  tbe  floor.    They  l«ve  be«>  pre-  «  SbtJ'oW  t^^'^^^^V^^^^^t^^' 
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Thtt,  sir,  wks  the  lanj^iiwe  of  poetry  Mid  of  fiction, 
and  the  libeller  received  the  price  of  hi*  datiderB  i  but 
when  we  adopt  those  resolutions,  we  become  the  assail- 
ants of  the  ha  fiime  of  our  country,  and  our  act  confirms 
the  charges  as  matter  of  fact  and  of  liiatory.    The  print- 
inj;  for  this  Mouse  is  the  first  item  in  tlie  list  of  extrava- 
gancies.  I  grant  you,  sir,  that  it  does  involve  a  large 
expenditure  ;  but  how  is  it  to  be  corrected  ?    How  re- 
^lated  }   Sliall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  em- 
ployed, especially  charged  with  the  duty  of  designating 
what  shall  and  what  shall  not  be  consigned  to  the  press  ? 
Xhe  task  would  be  as  invidious  as  it  would  become  irk,> 
some  and  arduous,  and  coidd  not  fail  to  result  in  disap* 
fiointment  and  dissatisfuction.    Sir.  I  hesitate  not  to  say 
that  every  printed  document  submKted  to  this  House, 
voluminous  as  they  are,  are  interesting  to,  and  read  by, 
some  of  its  members,  and  many  of  tlieir  constituents. 
They  are  tndbpensable  to  a  general  and  coirect  know- 
ledge of  each  particular  case.    In  the  British  Parliament, 
where  no  compensation  is  allowed,  the  most  liberal  po- 
licy prevails  in  diffusing  information,  for  1  have  seen 
among  their  items  of  expenditures  £  120,000  sterling,  or 
half  a  milKon  of  dollars,  cliarged  in  one  session  for  print- 
ing And  statinnery — an  account  much  larger  than  the 
whole  appropriation  for  our  extravagant  perdiem  of  eight 
dolhirs  per  day,  contingent  expenses  of  printing.  Etc.  in> 
eluded.   The  Treasury  estimates  for  the  present  year 
amount  to  about  nine  millions  of  doDars;  and  on  refer- 
ence (o  them^it  will  be  seen  that  the  favorite  Vnaxim,  in 
peace  prepare  for  war,  lias  received  most  respectful  con- 
sideration. Fortifications,  ordnance,  armories,  dry  docks, 
timber  for  the  fufure  use  of  the  Navy,  equipping  and  or- 
ganizing the  militia,  amouni;  to  near  four  millions.  leav- 
ing something  more  than  one  million  sterling,  the  amount 
appropriated  for  supporting  the 'royal  dignity  of  the  King 
of  England,  to  sastain  our  Government,  its  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judiciary  Department,  Army  and  Navy ; 
and  yet  we  are  to  (ionvict  ourselves  of  extravagance  and 
pro'hgalily. 

The  Fiftli  Auditor  was  alluded  to  as  having  been  cre- 
ated for  a  special  object,  and  under  particular  circum- 
stances, which  do  no  not  now  exist ;  consequently,  his 
services  may  be  dispensed  with.  I  find  Ihnt,  by  t)ie  act 
of  1817',  an  additional  Comptroller,  and  four  additional 
Auditors  were  created  by  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,"  and  the  neces- 
aity  still  exists  for  its  continuance.  It  is  contended  that 
the  salaries  shtnild  be  reduced.  .  Whenever  Congrftss  is 
satisfied  that  more  is  allowed  than  is  sufficient  fat  a  mere, 
subsistence,  then  such  a  proposition  may  find  fitvor.  If 
the  Government  desire  the  services  of  faiUiful  and  intel- 
ligent men,  they  can  only  obtain  them  by  allowing  such  : 
compensation  as  will  enable  them  to  live  fi-ee  from  the 
apprehension  that  the  wants  of  to-morrow  may  be  unpro- 
vided for.  While  griping  penury  stares  ihem  in  the 
face,  and  a  helpless  family  are  destitute  of  the  ordinary 
cemfbrts  of  life,  the  energies  of  neither  mind  nor  body 
can  be  devoted  to  the  public  weal.  A-curanry  glance  at 
the  operations  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  public  debt  is  amply  provided  for.  Pro- 
bably, before  he  retires  from  public  life,  and  certainly 
before  the  expiration  of  another  Presidential  term,  it 
will  not  exist  even  in  name. 

Thhiy  or  forty  officers  ore  supposed  to  be  at  this  time 
unemployed  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
'I'he  bill  from  tliQ.  Military  Committee,  now  on  our  tables, 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  additional  professors, 
does  not  sanction  this  idea.  Having  recently  enjoyed  an 
oppOTtunily  of  becoming  inlimalcly  acquainted  with  tiiis 
invaluable  institution  in  all  its  details,  1  can  safely  affirm 
that  there  are  neither  supernumeraries  nor  idlers  con- 
nected with  it.  Presenting  a  moat  interesting  spectacle 
of  strict  order,  and  high  state  of  disupUne ;  every  duly. 


whether  of  the  soldier  or  the  student,  is  performed  at  its 
appointed  time,  without  the  least  confusion,  and  every 
hour,  from  rcveiHee  to  tatoo  has  its  appropriate  employ- 
ments. No  American  can  view  sucli  a  scene  without 
strong  emotions  of  pride  and  g^tification — he  -beholds 
the  germ  of  future  greatness  to  bis  country ;  for  those 
whose  capacity  and  diligence  enable  them  to  attain  the 
proud  eminence  to  which  they  all  asnire — present  them- 
selves to  the  world  the  adopted  children  of  their  coun- 
try, qualified  to  be  useful  in  any  situation  in  life,  either 
civil  or  military.  The  impartial  and  equal  administration 
of  justice  is  one  of  the  brightest  attributes  in  its  Kepnb- 
lican  character  {  for,  while  the  son  of  a  Sergeant  has  re- 
ceived its  hi,rhest  honors,  the  descendants  of  Governors, 
Members  uf  Congren,  and  other  prominent  men,  are 
sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  incapacity. 

A  portion  of  our  revenues  are  credited  to  the  sale  of 
Public  Lands,  and  an  apprehension  expressed  that,  when 
they  are  exhausted,  tliere  will  be  a  difficulty  in  replen- 
ishing the  Treasury.  It  is  a  mere  figment  of  fancy  to 
imagine  that  one  dollar  has  ever  been  derived  from  the 
Public  Lands.  It  would  be  considered  rash  to  predict 
that  nothing  ever  will  be. '  While,  Mr.  Speaker,  tlie  pre- 
sent enlightened  and  liberal  poIi<^  shall  prevail,  of  ame- 
liorating the  condition  of  the  Indians  by  annuities,  dona- 
tions, removsla  to  a  greater  dislancefrom  our  settlements, 
we  fihal]  continue  to  be  the  mere  tenants  in  possession 
for  the  benefit  of  the  original  |wprietors,  the  abtmgines 
of  our  country,  and  the  whole  proceeds  appropriat^tl  ibf 
their  benefit. 

The  Public  Lands  Cost  #32,911  813 

Amount  re'ceired  trom  purctiasei^  31,S45]96& 

Balance  due  tlie  Treasury  1,565,845 

Tliis  source,  however  uiiproductlve,  is  &r  from  bdng 
exhausted  Acrks. 
The  United  Slates  hel'l  358,377,567 
Sold  19,259.412 
Donations  to  Colleges,  See.  7,708,066 
Military  Bounties  21,155,089 


48,093,567 

Unsold       -  -  -  -  210,2r4,l(;0 

If,  in  fifty  years,  which  have  elapsed  since  the  Decia 
ration  of  Independence,  we  tytve  been  enabled  to  dis- 
pose of  but  nineteen  millions  of  acres,  we  have  a  fund 
left  to  draw  upon  for  the  next  five  hundred  years,  at  all 
events.  Hut,  in  addition- to  these,  add  fifty-fi\'e  millions 
acres  of  unceded  lands  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
Stales  and  Territories,  and  seven  hundred  and  ftfty  mil- 
lions North  and  West  of  the  States  and  Territories,  but 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  regarding 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which  forhtd  any  other 
than  the  Government  becoming  the  original  purchaserf^ 
then  our  resources  look  into  futurity  two  thousand  j-earst 
probably  as  long  as  this  Republic  sitall  emiure.  No  t 
God  forbid.  May  it,  as  was  pio'isly  excUimed  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  Hevolution,  live  forever. 

.\iul  now,  sir,  last,  not  least,  1  come  to  our  noble 
selves.  Our  compensation,  surely  not  greater  than  our 
deserts,  must  be  reduced.  I  can  approach  this  subject 
with  a  clear  conscience,  and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  a  pure  ahd  spotless  right  hand,  when  declaring, 
that,  during  many  years  a  public  servant,  not  one  d  illar 
of  the  People's  money  has  enriched  my  private  coffers. 
The  avervge  pay  of  a  member  of  Congress  is  about 
1 1,100  a  year,  out  of  which  must  be  defrayed  all  expen- 
ses here  antl  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  the  People  require  to  know  personally  the  candi* 
dute  who  asks  their  conHdence  t  hence  it  becomes  his 
duty  to  make  a  tour  through  his  District ;  and,  fur  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  an  election,  be  is  emplo^red  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1087 


GALES  6?  SEATON*S  REGISTER 


H.  or  R.] 


ReiretuAment. 


[iAW.  23,  1808. 


'iding  his  circuit  cultivatinf;  their  good  will  t  it  is  to  me 
a  source  of  pleasure  and  recreation  :  so  industriously 
Iksve  1  pursued  it,  that  there  «re  but  few  persons  to 
whom  1  am  unknown  ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  fjfood 
fdd  horse»  who  has  accompanied  me  in  two  campaigns, 
vmuld,  if  a  saddle  bar  was  fixed  on  his  back,  and  the 
whip  oGca»onally  ap^ied,  present  himself  in  regular 
auccesaion,  at  erery  farmer'a  door  in  Baltimore  County. 
In  «  large  double  diiitrict,  the  cost  of  about  100,000 
tickets  forms  a  considerable  item  of  expense  {  for  which 
it  ii  indispeniable  that  sevan  or  eight  titousand  votes 
should  find  their  w^r  into  the  ballot  ooxea  to  secure  a 
seat  here  :  a  large  allowance  must  be  made  for  wear  and 
tear,  for  many  are  literally  torn  up.    The  benign  spirit 
of  aniversal  religious  toleration  prevails  throu^aout  this 
happy  land,  and  numerous,  temples  of  worship  to  the 
Great  Supreme,  rearing  their  modest  heads,  even  in  tlie 
wilderness,  proclaims  the  increase  of  piety  and  religion. 
To  these,  contributions  are  liberally  made  t  for  charity, 
1U»  mercy,  cpvereth  a  multitude  of  sins,  and  the  Lord 
lovet  a  eheerfbl  giver.    Thua,  the  People's  money  is  re- 
tuned  to  the^  People  ;  and  as  pecuniary  emolument 
sever  entered  into  my  consideration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  not  desired  to  en- 
ricli  myself  by  compensation.    And  there  are  many  mem- 
bers, hvitig  more  remote  than  myself,  whose  happiness 
ia  tatimately  connected  with  their  domestic  circle,  who 
•re  induced  not  to  assent  to  a  separation  from  their  fami- 
lies, and  expend  here  thousands  nr.ore  than  they  receive. 
Once  convinced  that  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  do  re- 
quire that  our  per  diem  be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself 
to  go  father  than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky— I  will  vote  for  a  bill  which  shall  deprive  us 
of  sU  compensation,  from  this  day  to  the  expiration  of 
my  term  i  but  will  never  give  my  assent  to  a  reaolution 
prontnmcing  sentence  of  condemnation,  until  proof  shall 
be  adduced  tliat  prodigality  and  extravagance  ^ve  ezis- 
lenee  in  our  Republic. 

Mr.  KREM&R  said,  that  it  had  been  with  pride  and 
pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolution  when  it  was  Brst 
offered.  He  bad  rejoiced  that  at  length  a  member  had 
risen  In  his  place,  and,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  pre- 
sented such  a  resoKition.  He  had  hims^,  for  three  j 
years  past,  utged  it  upon  those  who  were  better  qualifi- 
ed than  himself  fta  the  taA,  to  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition.  It  waa  with  no  small  surprise,  he  said,  tliat 
he  heard  this  proposition  now  assailea.  What  was  the 
question  ?  Tlic  whole  amount  of  it  might  be  contained 
in  the  compass  of  a  nutshell.  .The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  are,  by  this  resolution,  nlled  to  inquire 
whether  a  retrenchment  may  not  be  made  in  the  expen- 
ditures of  this  Government,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  good.  If  they  inquire  and  report  to  the  House 
that  no  retrenchment  can  be  made,  be  it  so.  But  the 
impression  has  gone  abroad,  that  we  old  fashioned 
Republicans  ure  getting  corrupt,  and  are  extravagant. 
I  want  to  know  wlietlier  any  evil  can  result  (rum  order- 
ing such  an  inquiry  as  this.  Who  are  we  ?  We  are 
but  mem  and  the  most  exalted  of  our  species  are 
stamped  with  imperfection  and  fVailly.  It  is  welt  known 
that  unlawful  longings  too  frequent^  mark  the  charac- 
ter of  men  in  power.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  the  pub- 
lic expenses  muy  be  too  great,  when  they  look  at  the 
march  of  private  extravagance  ?  When  they  consider 
the  evilit  tltat  are  exhibited  in  these  ten  miles  square. 
I  feel  regret  that  such  an  example  slmuUl  be  set  at  tlie 
seat  of  Government.  If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  square,  he  iJiould  not  so  much  regret  it,  but  tlie 
force  of  example,  in  this  Rapresentalive  Republic,  was 
most  pernicious.  Members  of  this  House  witness  con- 
tinually the  extravagance  which  is  engendered  here — 
they  insensibly  imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neigliboritoods.     A  Republican  Government  may  be 


eaft,  to  long  as  its  main  stream  is  kept  in  purity.  But 
when  the  main  stream  is  corrupted,  all  the  Iributaij 
streams  partake  of  iu  pollution  till  aX  length  it  spreadt 
like  an  incubus  over  the  whole  land.  We  are  told  xha 
the  salaries  of  our  public  ofEcerasre  not  too  lugh.  I 
wish  to  see  them  reduced,  aad  I  want  that  the  office.i 
themselves  should  be  obliged  to  attend  to  their  dutr 
within  their  offices.  I  doiit  want  to  furnish  them  »iu 
cash  to  travel  through  the  land  and  make  dinner  apeecbo. 
1  would  give  them  what  is  fair  and  reasonable,  but  wouU 
encourage  no  extravagance.  1,  for  one,  trust  that  tk 
resolution  will  at  least  go  to  the  Committee  of  Wsf. 
and  Unm,  and  that  we  shall  have  the  report  of  tU 
Committee  as  to  what  officers  can  have  their  aahuiti 
curtailed  t  »nd  then,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  virtue  »ai 
firmness  enough  in  the  House  to  reduce  the  mabnet  d 
all  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Baid,he  could  iwt concur  in  opinias 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  LMr.  Baukv]  Oa 
no  neccMtty  for  refinrn  existed  at  the  present  time. 
the  contrary,  I  believe  it  ia  necessary  that  nil  the  pm)& 
expenditures  should  be  subjected  to  a  most  tigiil  u 
amination.  That  abuses  do  exist,  which  ou^t  to  be 
remedied,  I  do  not  entertain  a  particle  of  doubt.  Whac 
this  is  my  deliberate  conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  the 
gentleman  from  Viiginia  [Mr.  IiA.RDOi.PB3  that  this  is  m 
the  proper  period  for  reform.  Our  duty  at  frcwtmt,  it, 
to  transact  the  necessary  public  buaJneao  of  the  coaa- 
tty,  and  to  go  home  as  soon  as  we  can.  I  will  aay,  be*, 
ever,  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr-  CmxTas] 
that  whoever  slialt  undertake  the  wcrk  of  reform,  cia- 
not  accomplish  his  purpose  by  such  a  resolution  as  tbu 
now  before  the  House.  He  must  go  to  work  syxtemtr 
cally.  He  mast  patiently  and  laboriously  ferret  out  «c 
abuse  after  the  other,  -Itimself,  instead  of  impoui^  &st 
labor  upon  others.  Such  a  task  cannot  be  peribrmed  bv 
referring  a  general — an  unlimited  and  undefined  aeedit- 
tion  to  the  Committee  oi  Ways  and  Meana,  at  this  period, 
when,  I  trust,  half  the  session  has  elapsed. 

I  should  not  have  risen,  upon  the  present  occancw,to 
say  one  word,  did  1  not  believe  that  the  duty  whidi  I 
owe  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  tlie  Treasury  impcrimsijr 
!  demands  uf  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  the  duties 
which  that  officer  performs.  The  gentleman  from  Eet- 
tucky  [Mr.  Cbiltos]  never  could  have  investigsteJ 
the  subject,  when  he  informed  the  House,  that  oflSce 
hail  been  created  for  purposes  which  no  longer  eri#. 
This  office  was  created  in  March.  1817.  lu  duties  on- 
ginally  consisted  in  auditing  and  settling  all  llie  ac- 
counts connected  with  the  Department  of  State.  These 
duties  embraced  all  the  accounts  relating  to  our  intn- 
course  with  forei|^  nations.  Since  this  office  was  crti* 
ted,  those  duties  must  have  been  doubled.  The  iiale. 
pendence  of  South  America  has  since  given  birth  tos 
new  swarm  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diploniatic  Agemt, 
and  Consuls  along  the  diores  both  of  the  Southern  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  ocean.  Their  accounts  must  all  be  audi- 
ed  by  this  ofiicer.. 

The  same  dnenration  is  applioUile  to  the  accounts  si 
the  Post  Office  Department.  This  officer  ia  the  Audits 
of  all  the  accounts  of  all  the  Post  Masters,  and  all  ttie 
Mail  C(Mitractui-!<,  in  the  United  States.  The  new  ener- 
gy infused  into  this  Department,  by  the  excellent  olEcci 
now  at  its  head,  has  graatly  extended  the  duties  uf  the 
Fifth  Auditor.  This,  however,  is  far  from  being  the 
aggregate  of  his  services.  He  lias  been  nuule  a  kind 
c»  residuary  legatee,  of  all  the  duties  which  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  could  not  conveniently  perform. 
When  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  lievenue  «s 
abolished,  in  1819,  the  Fifth  Auditor  was  dcsignateJ 
by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  perform  tlie  duties 
of  that  office.  Although,  kince  tliat  time,  there  have 
been  no  iutemal  taxes  to  collect,  yet  tliosc  gentfeinea 
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who  know  how  difficult  it  Is  to  wind  up  an  old  boncem. 
will  rewlily  believe  that  the  diitlei  imposed  upon  this 
oflicer  h»ve  been  nearly  as  arduous  as  they  would  have 
been,  had  internal  taxation  continued.  This  branch  of 
his  business  has  entailed  upon  him  an  extensive  corres. 
pondence  with  all  the  Collectors  in  the  United  States, 
who  have  not  finally  jslosed  their  accounta— ftnd  the 
number  of  wch,  even  at  this  day,  is  not  small.  But  the 
most  extraordinaiy  of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  im- 
posed upon  this  officer,  is  that  which  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  devolved  upon  him  in  1821.  Although 
never  brid  to  the  laws,  yet  he  was  appointed  to  discharge 
duties  which  strictly  and  properly  belongs  to  the  office 
of  Attorney  General  of  ths  United  States.  Ever  rioce 
that  time,  he  has  directed  and  superintended  all  the  Uw 
•uits,  throughout  the  Union,  in  which  the  Government 
have  been  concerned  i  and,  at  the  present  moment,  the 
United  Slates  have  upwards  three  thousand  law  suits  de- 
pending. 

To  show  the  extent  and  the  arduous  natura  of  this 
duty,  I  would  remark,  that  the  then  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  who  was  never  Buspeeled  ofa  want  of  proper 
economy— an  officer  upon  the  purit7  and  wtsdom  of 
whose  official  conduct  the  People  of  this  country  have 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  his  retirement  by 
everjj  patriot,  recommended  that  a  person  should  be 
Appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  attending  to  these  suits, 
W»th  a  salary  of  j  2,500  per  annum. 

If,  therefore,  there  be  any  one  officer  in  this  Govern- 
ment,  whom  the  gcntlenuui  from  Kentucky  ouRht  not  to 
Iwve  detignated  as  useless  »hat  officer  is  the  Fifth  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury.  I  am  just  now  reminded  by  gentlemen 
around  me,  that  this  officer^  in  addition  to  other  burdens 
imposed  upon  him»  has  the  charge  of  all  the  light  houses 
in  the  United  States. 

I  Iiave  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Mwyland 
IMF.  BaBviT}  before  I  take  my  seat.  I  am  prepared  at 
this  time,  and  at  all  times,  to  act  upon  the  suhject  of 
reducing  our  own  pay.  In  rehition  to  this  qtieatioii,  1 
formed  a  deliberate  opinion  six  years  sgo,  which  my  ex- 
perience ever  since  bss- served  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm, that  the  per  diem  allowance  ot  members  of  Ct>n- 
Rress  ought  to  be  reduced.  As  a  compensation  for  our 
loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present  wholly  inadequate.  There 
is  no  genUeroan  fit  to  be  in  Congress,  who  pursues  any 
Mtive  busiDestt  at  home,  who  does  not  sustain  a  clear  loss 
by  his  attendance  h«e.  If  we  consider  our  pay,  with  re- 
ference to_  our  necessary  individual  expenses,  it  is  loo 
much.  It  is  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  our  expenses. 
I  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  the  country  require 
that  it  should  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  live  comfortably  whilst  we  are  here. 
For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
tyland  [Mr.  Babwix]  pve  away  to  my  constituents  my 
per  diem  allowance.  1  receive  it,  and  use  it  far  my  own 
benefit.  It  seems  that  gentleman  uses  the  surplus  of 
his  pay,  in  displaying  his  liberality  to  his  constituents  \ 
by  making  donations  to  churches  and  charitable  institu- 
tions at  the  public  expense.  In  this  manner  he  may 
use  it  most  eftectually  for  his  own  advantage  )  but  still 
1  am  Inclined  to  believe,  his  constituents,  as  well  as  mine, 
would  be  quite  as  well  s;itisfled,  ifthe  surplus  were  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  Tor  the  benefit  ol  the 
Nation.  If  tile  Government  of  this  country  should  ever 
want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their  bounty,  the 
last  men  whom  the  People  should  desire  to  employ  in 
thia  office,  would  be  membus  of  Congress.  It  might 
be  dangerous  to  trust  them  with  the  penbrmance  of  such 
n  duty. 

Upon  the  whole  I  scarcely  know  how  tojrete  upon 
the  present  question.    If  the  Chairman,  or  any  gentle- 
man upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
this  resolution  is  directed,  will  say  there  is  any  prospect 
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that  it  may  be  productive  of  good,  during  the  present 
sesnon,  I* shall  vote  in  the  afRrmative.  If  not,  I  shall 
vole  in  the  negative.  When  we  commence  the  work 
of  reform,  I  wish  to  enter  upon  it  seriously.  I  wish  the 
House  to  be  prepared  to  act  with  wisdom  and  with  en- 
ergy, in  cutting  off  the  uselesi  branches  of  public  es> 
penditure.  Until  that  timn  shall  arrive,  I  do  not  wish  to 
encoura^  hnpes  which  cannot  be  realized. 

Mr.  M'DUFFIE,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  said,  that  with  regard  to  tlie  proptiety  of 
retrenchment,  as  a  member  of  that  Committee,  he 
felt  wholly  incompetent  to  express  any  definite  opinion, 
but  he  would  suggest  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that, 
if  he  desired  to  elfect  any  really  beneficial  object  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter,  the  proper  course  wouttf  be  to  in- 
troduce  a  series  of  resolutions  applying  systcmBtically  to 
the  various  retrenchments  he  wished  to  effect,  and 
have  them  referred  to  the  appropriate  Committees. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means  were -already  in- 
cumbered  with  business,  and  it  would  be  out  of  the 
question  for  them  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to  such 
an  inquiry,  which,  indeed,  he  did  not  consider  as  appro- 
priate to  that  Committee.  Should  the  resolution  pass  in 
Its  present  form,  it  would  send  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  without  cliart  or 
compass.  It  was  out  of  the  question  to  expect  that  that 
Committee  are  to  go  seveniUy  to  the  different  Depart- 
ments, and  there  make  minule  investigations  as  to  the  du- 
ties and  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Government. 

He  would  suggest  to  the  honorable  gentleman  to  sub- 
divide his  r(»<Hution,  and  would  for  the  present,  move 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table  ;  but  was  willing  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  if  that  gentleman  wished  to  say  any  tiling  farther 
in  explanation  or  defence  of  it. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  requested  Mr.  Mc 
Dmnr IK  to  withdraw  the  motion  ;  but  he  said  he  could 
not  do  so,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  CHILTON  [the  mover)  having  made  with  success, 
a  similar  request,  was  proceeding  to  explain  the  object 
of  the  resolution,  when 

TheSPBA.SBR  announced  that  tile  hour  allotted  to 
resolutions  had  now  expired. 

Mr.  BARNEY  moved  to'  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
day,  for  the  purpose  of  proceetlin^  with  the  present  dis- 
cusnon  I  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

The  fullowing  message  was  received  from  thu  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  t  which  was  read. 

Tg  the  Senate  and  Houu  i^f  Sepretmiattvetof  tie  United 
^ttt. 

WasBisevov,  33d  Jav.  1838. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  docu- 
ments from  that  Department,  exhibited  to  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  their  present  session,  they  were 
advised  of  the  measures  taken  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  act  or4th  Bifay,  1836,to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  run  and  mark  a  line  dividing  the 
Territory  of  Florida  from  the  State  of  Georgia  j  and  of 
thtrtr  unsuccesafhl  reault.  I  now  transmit  to  Congress 
copies  of  communications  received  from  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  relating  to  that  subject. 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Geo.  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WHITF<,  of  Florida,  said  that  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  in  the  message  o(  the  President  just 
referred  to,  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  United 
States,  and  of  still  greater  to  the  'I'erritoiy  of  Florid  It 
involved  a  question  of  boundary  which  they  supposed 
had  been  settled  long  since,  and  never  expected  to  see 
revived  agwn.  Since  it  was  introduced  here,  however, 
it  must  be  disposed  of,  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House 
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it  vu  difflciilt  to  Bay  what  committee  had,  appropriate- 
ly, the  cognizance  of  it.  Tlie  Committee  on  the  Judi 
Clary,  in  the  learning,  ability,  and  integrity  of  which  he 
had  the  utmost  confidence,  were  charged  with  the  con- 
■ideration  of  all  questions  involving  judicial  proceed- 
ings. It  was  obvioui^  said  Mr.  W.  that  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  that  nature  involved  in  this  matter.  The  ques- 
tions to  be  investigated  had  arisen  under  three  treaties 
that  of  1783— of  1795,  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819  ;  and  al- 
though there  was  now  no  question  immediately  in  re- 
Ibrence  to  our  foreign  relations,  it  ncveriliele-ss  referred 
Itself  to  the  negotiations  and  relations  of  this  Goveni- 
ment,  at  the  respective  periods  of  the  ralifications  of 
these  treaties  J.  and  the  rights  of  each  party  growing 
out  of  them,  naturallv  involved  auch  inquiries  as  were 
generally  made  by  Ii.l-  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
I'hat  Committee  have  less  bunness  before  them,  and 
are  entirely  competent  to  present  an  enlightened  and 
iatisftetory  view  of  tlie  subject.  He  should  not,  bow- 
ever,  move  a  reference  to  either  of  the  Standing  Com- 
inittes,  for  two  reasons  :  First,  because  it  did  not  legi- 
timately,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  belong  to  either, 
and,  secondly,  because  they  were  so  mucli  occupied  by 
subjects  previously  referred  to  them,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain  a  report  as  early  as  it  was  desira- 
ble. He  preferred  that  it  should  go  to  a  select  com 
^utte^  and  he  thought  that  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
justified  such  a  dispo^tion  of  it.  The  claim  of  Georgia, 
now  set  up  in  the  communications  of  the  Executive  of 
that  State,  and  transmitted  by  the  President,  embraces 
a  tract  of  country  South  of  Ellicot's  line  including  fif- 
teen  hundred  thousand  acres,  claimed  by  tlie  United 
St»t^  a«  a  part  of  the  territory  acquired  by  tlie  treaty 
of  1819  with  Spain  :  about  eight  hundred  square  miles 
Qf  which  has  been  surveyed  and  sold  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  money  deposited  in  the  public  Treasu- 
17.  The  amount  of  property,  the  subject  of  jurisdic- 
tion, the  uncertainty  of  titles,  and  the  suspension  of  the 
wlea,  all  unite  to  render  it  desirable  that  the  question 
^ould  be  speedily  settled.  The  bill  which  passed  at 
the  last  Session  was  refered  to  the'  Committee  of  Pub. 
iMJ  Lands.  Mr.  W.  expressed  his  satisfaction  that,  in 
moving  for  a  Select  Committee,  he  was  not  animated 
by  any  desire  t«  obtain  any  garbled  or  one-sided  view  of 
It.  It  was  known  he  could  not,  and,  if  he  could,  would 
not,  sit  upon  it.  If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
semi  it  to  the  Judiciatv  Committee,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  righu  of  Florida  and  the  United  States 
would  be  ably,  fiiithfully,  and  impartially  investigated, 
and  to  whatever  Committee  referred, he  should  be  sat  isfied . 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  should  always  trouble  the  Houk 
with  great  reluctance,  and  his  reluctance  was  increas- 
ed, in  consequence  of  being  obliged  to  differ  from  the 
gentleman  from  Florida,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of 
the  proposed  reference.  Such  subjects,  he  believed, 
had  usually  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dieiarj.  A  question  or  nmiUr  character  took  that  course 
during  the  last  session.  He  waa  sure  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  desired  only  what  he  himself  and  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  S^te  of  Geoi^a  also  desired,  that  this  quea- 
-tion  should  be  fully,  patiently,  and  impartially  examined, 
and  justly  decided.  Their  feelings  were  all  in  favor  of 
the  prosperity  of  Florida  t  their  interesU  led  them  to 
wish  her  early  admission  into  the  Union  at  the  earliest 
period.  In  any  event,  the  titles  acquired  by  individuals 
from  either  Government,  wtUiin  the  disputed  territory, 
vouM,  he  presumed,  be  respected,  and  jurisdiction 
alone,  though  a  relinquishment  of  it  was  forbidden  by 
Slate  pride,  of  which  he  had  as  much  as  any  one  else, 
would  not  be  insisted  on,  if  not  shewn  to  be  the  right  of 
Georgia,  she  took  more  pride,  lie  trusted,  in  her  jus- 
tice, than  in  her  jurisdiction. 


With  regard  to  the  proposed  reference  to  the  Commif- 
tee  of  Foreign  llelations,  he  woul<l  observe,  that,  in  all 
questions  nf  this  description,  it  is  nut  only  importAiit  that 
justice  should  be  done,  but  that  tho«e  who  arc  interested 
should  believe  it  has  been  done.  In  that  view  of  the 
subject,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  reference  to  that  Com- 
mittee. A  report  from  that  quarter,  upon  another  mit- 
ter,  did  not  satisfy  the  People  of  Gew^ia,  nor  inoease 
their  disposition  to  submit  any  question  connected  witb 
their  interest  to  that  Committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inquire  how  fiir  their  & 
trust  was  well  or  ill  founded — it  was  enough  for  hts  pur- 
pose that  it  existed.  As  to  a  reference  to  a  Select  C«a- 
mittee,  he  coiiridered  objectionable  such  a  motion,  wkes 
the  conflict  was  between  a  State  and  the  Union,  it  n 
suspicious.  It  was  like  a  motion  for  a  special  jury,  in  a 
cause  where  the  Cmwn  was  concerned.  He  had  the 
most  entire  confidence  that  no  advantage  in  the  selectkai 
of  a  Committee  was  sought  by  the  gentleman  from  Flori- 
da. He  was  sure  none  would,  in  any  event,  be  obtained, 
as  none  was  desired  on  either  ^e.  The  subject  csme, 
he  considered,  within  the  proper  duties  of  the  Ju^cianr 
CommlUee.  Their  zeal,  ability, industry,  and  imparti- 
ality, commanded  entire  confidence,  and  neither  requir- 
ed nor  admitted  of  eulogium  from  him.  Why,  tbc% 
should  this  inquiry  be  withdrawn  fivm  them  f 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  no- 
tion of  Ilia  colleague  [Mr,  Hatitks]  would  preruL 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  he  Was  not  unwilling  the  matter 
shou'd  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  but  tliree  dsji 
since  that  Committee  had  at  their  own  request,  been 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  a  question  inrolr- 
ing  the  boundary  between  >Iichigan  and  lUinois.  Mr. 
W.  had  considered  the  question  as  virtually  settled  last 
year  when  it  had  gone  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic 
Lnn<h.  He  could  not  be  suspected  of  wishii^  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  ofthe  Select  Committee,  becaosc,  as 
a  Delegate  from  a  Territory,  be  was  precluded  from  B^ 
ting  on  any  Committee. 

Mr,  p.  P.  BARBOUR  (Chairman  ofthe  Committee  0* 
the  Judiciary)  made  some  statements  in  reference  to  the 
business  before  that  Committee  being  alreadj  aafidestly 
onerous  ;  when 

Mr.  GILMBK  advocated  at  some  length  the  lefueiec 
of  the  message  to  that  Committee.  There  was  m  ae- 
ceseity  for  any  hurry  in  the  case,  and  it  miglit  turn  oK 
that  the  ultimate  question  would  go  at  all  events  to  thai 
Committee.  He  deprecated  any  but  the  usual  coarse 
in  this  affair— denied  that  the  subject  had  any  rebciw 
^  our  correspondence  with  Foreign  Nations,  and  inait- 
ed  on  the  propriety  of  aroidir.g  evety  thin^  that  v^ht  .. 
excite  suspicion  of  any  partiaUty  in  (he  coone  whcb  ' 
should  be  taken  on  this  memorial.  It  waa  very  vel 
known,  he  said,  that  much  excitement  had  grown  oat 
of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  t^ 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past  This  very  or 
cumstance  made  it  the  more  important  tiiat  any  boa- 
nessin  which  the  State  of  Georgia  was  interested  sboitf 
take  the  usual  course  in  this  House.  He  waa  opposed  lua^ 
reference  but  to  a  SUnding  Committee,  and  to  any  |iatt>>i 
operation  which  might  be  produced  upon  the  dctamea  d 
the  subject  by  its  r^erence  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  remarked  that,  ahhough  the  qaes6M 
embraced  by  this  controversy  did  arise,  as  stated,  oat  *' 
the  Treaty  between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spsun,  ytt 
tiie  United  States  now  occupy,  as  to  Georgia,  the  po- 
tion, in  reference  to  thite  question,  whieh  Spain  tam^ 
did  :  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  or  propriety  i" 
^ving  the  subject.  a«  now  presented,  a  ^rectibn  to  ibc 
Committee  of  Foreign  Bclations. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the  meavce 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy,  and  decided  im  nc 
aflirmative  without  a  division. 
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CASE  OP  MAKIGNT  D'AUTERIVE. 

Tlic  House  thea  resumcfl  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Aiiterive. 

Mr.  BURQE3  said  that  in  ordinal^  cases  of  private 
cUtn>8,  to  hear  patiently,  and  to  decide  jnstlyt  comprC' 
hendetl  the  whole  duty  of  a  member  of  this  Honae  ;  for 
the  report  of  the  committee,  with  the  explanations  of 
tbe  gentleman  who  made  it,  and  the  disctissinns  of  those 
representatives  whose  cnnstituents  may  be  immediately 
interested  in  the  claim,  furnished  all  the  facts  and  prin- 
ciples necessary  for  a  correct  decision.  Under  this  im- 
pression, it  was  my  intention,  said  Mr.  to  have  been 
silent  ia  this  debate  ;  nor  should  I  have  departed  h^m 
that  intention,  had  not  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
(gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Gurkkt]  introduced  into 
tlie  question  a  new  set  of  facta,  and  new  and  extnordt- 
nary  principles.  If  the  amount  only  of  the  claim  be  re- 
garded, it  in,  indeed  small  and  inconsiderable  i  but  if  we 
look  at  the  principies  on  which  this  claim  is  made,  they 
will  furnish  abundant  apology  tor  any  gentleman  choos 
ing  to  impugn  them  by  a  critical  examination  of  their 
nature  and  tenden<qr.  Paits  of  this  discussion  have  fur- 
nished instance^  of  constitutional  construction  too  dan- 
gerous to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tbe  People  of  this 
country  to  be  Iteard  in  this  hall,  and  passed  over  in  si- 
lence b^  any  man  .nursed  in  the  freedom  and  schooled  in 
(he  principles  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  said,  ton,  that 
our  oebates  he*e  have  created  excitement  in  the  South- 
«m  parts  of  the  Union.  They  have  learned  with  aston- 
isUmtntthat  men  on  this  floor,  debating  this  amendment, 
liave  questioned  and  denied  the  legality  of  their  claim  to 
such  persons  as  are  by  the  laws  of  those  Slates  lield  to 
service  or  labor.  These  excitements  m-jst  have  been  pro- 
educed  by  merely  vstn  imaginingi  mul  utter  misapprehen- 
sions J  for  all  who  hear  me  will  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that  no  sucti  opinion  lias  been  uttered  in  lliis  hall 
The  question  itself,  as  it  is  now  brviight  into  this  debate, 
has  assumed  a  aerious  aspect,  and  merits  a  serious  dis- 
cussion. It  is  not  now  a  demand  for  services  performed,  or 
for  goods  delivered  :  it  is  ftrr  deteriomtion  of  a  slave, 
produced  by  an  accident,  which  happened  to  ?um  while 
doing  ordinary  labor  at  the  shovel  or  spade,  for  (he  Unit- 
ed States.  No  freeman  ever  received  a  compensation, 
or  made  a  claim  for  any  such  injury.  This  is  the  first  of 
a  numerous  class  of  claims  of  a  simibr  character  t  and  all 
of  which  will  be  pressed  forwwd  «■  withdmwn,  just  as 
this  shall  succeed  in  this  House. 

Sir,  before  any  further  consideration  of  this  qufstinn, 
permit  me  taaolicit  your  attention  to  some  exsminaiion 
or  some  of  tlte  things  which  have  been  pressed  into  this 
debate,  and  associated  with  it.  Every  person  who  hears 
what  I  say  now,  and  every  person  wiio  roiy  hear  what  1 
nave  said  in  this  debate,  and  who  has  any  interest  in  the 
kiiKl  of  property  connected  with  this  claim,  is,  by  the 
CoiuitKiilion  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  law  s  of  the 
seveml  States  where  he  resides,  entitled  to  be  fully  quiet- 
ea  in  the  possession  ef  tliat  interest-  No  gentleman  who 
uas  spoken  here,  has  questtonvd  their  rielits,  or  intimated 
«  wish  to  disturb  their  possession,  or  call  into  discussion 
tiwir  title.  No  nun  here  has  claimed,  ftir  the  Congress 
of  llie  United  States,  Itie  constitutional  right  to  Ie|^lale 
■concerning  the  nature,  the  acquisition,  the  tenure ,  trans 
fer,  or  evidence,  of  any  kind  of  property,  in  any  one  of 
the  several  States.  I  pray  of  you,  sir,  to  lei  me  be  at 
psin^  and  task  the  patience  of  this  House,  while  I  en- 
deavor to  tlie  utter  absurdity  of  any  attempt  at  any 
mcb  kind  of  le^^tion.  All  property  in  any  one  of  these 
United  States,  IS  com|ireheaded  in  either  things  real  or 
things  personal.  Things  rval  are  those  leg^  relations 
existing  bstwceo  lands  and  the  owners  of  them.  Tbe  fee 
simple  is  the  highest  order  of  fliis  relation.  DifTerent, 
coDipleSj  and  conditional  relations  of  this  class,  reqiure 


no  description.  Other  relations  are  freehold,  and  less 
than  freehold,  for  a  greater  or  less  number  of  years.  To 
these  may  be  added  estates  in  possession  or  in  expectan- 
cy, and  as  well  those  owned  by  a  single  as  a  greater  num- 
ber of  tenants.  The  tenure  by  which  several  relations 
to  lands  are  holden,  the  title  by  which  they  may  be  clsim- 
ed,  and  the  manner  In  which  title  shall  be  proved,  are 
each  large  departments  of  jurisprudence,  and  have  exer- 
cised tlie  best  skill  and  most  profound  wisdom  of  legisla- 
tion in  other  countries,  and  in  each  of  these  United  States. 
Property  in  things  personal,  is  that  estate  which,  in  this 
country,  we  may  have  in  any  thing  other  than  land.  It 
is  either  in  possession  or  is  action.    You  either  liave  it  in 

f^our  own  hands,  or  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  you 
lave  entrusted  it.  Tour' goods,  wares,  and  merchuufiset 
your  flocks,  herds,  and  the  firuita  of  your  lands ;  the  in- 
struments of  )'our  agricultural,  mechanic,  manufiicturing, 
or  commercial  industry — in  short,  the  avails  of  your  land, 
the  results  of  your  capital,  the  proceeds  of  your  labor, 
are  one  great  portion  of  individual  wealth,  called  pro- 
perty in  things  personal.'  Another  great  portion  of  it  con- 
sists in  the  infimte  variety  of  clutns  which  men'  hsTC  oa 
other  itien,  for  money,  goods,  or  labor,  either  by  force  of 
contrscts,  or  by  enactments  or  adjudications  of  law. 
Among  these  are  notes,  bills,  bonds,  records,  together 
with  the  infinite  variety  of  legal  implications,  by  which 
labor,  goods,  or  money,  are  due  from  one  man  to  ano- 
ther. To  these  should  be  added  the  bbor  and  service 
due  by  any  one  person  to  any  other  person,  either 
contract  or  for  a  limited  time,  or  by  law,  and  for  time  un^ 
limited. 

Now,  sir,  which  class  of  all  these  various  descriptions 
(>f  property,  in  either  things  real  or  things  personal,  falls 
within  the  legislative  jurisdiction  of  this  Congress  *  Con- 
cerning which  one  class  of  them  all,  or  what  article  in 
any  one  of  them,  can  we  enact  any  law,  in  any  degree  or 
respect  altering  lu  nature,  or  tenure,  or  title  t  man- 
ner of  acquiring  or  transferring,  or  the  evidence  whereby 
it  shall  be  secured  in  possession  of  one  person,  or  reclaim- 
ed and  recovered,  when  in  the  possession  of  another  * 
Where  are  our  statutes  concerning  tenures,  and  title 
deeds,  descents,  and  devises,  and  distributions  Where 
tliobc  ff  contracts,  either  parol  or  in  writing,  whether  sim- 
ple or  sealed  ?  Where,  in  &ie,  are  those  codes  of_  lawa, 
under  which  persona  are  bound  to  labor  or  service,  in 
any  one  of  the  severs]  States  of  this  Union  }  All  these 
laws  are  f  >unO,  and  sufRdenlly  numerous,  for  all  the  exi- 
gencies of  property  or  persons,  in  each  *f  all  these  States, 
either  in  the  pure  civil,  common,  of  eanon  law — or  as  the 
same  may,  for  greater  convenience,  liave  been,  from  time 
to  lime,  altered  by  any  of  the  mpective  legtilaturcs  of 
tliese  States.  In  the  statute,  and  ottier  books  of  legal 
learning  of  these  States,  and  not  in  the  statute  books  of 
the  United  States  fcre  such  laws  to  be  fQtind.  Truly, 
sir,  why  should  they  be  found  in  the  statute  books  of  the 
United  Stales,  when  it  is  clear  as  tfle  light  that  all  these 
mailers  and  things  are  of  the  scfveral  States,  and  not  of 
the  United  States' legislative  jurisdiction  ? 

What  gentleman,  sir,  on  this  floor,  has  claimed  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  riglit  to  enact  any  such 
laws  t  Not  one.  All  must  disclaim  all  such  right.  For 
good  reason,  too,  because  the  Constitution  has  given  us 
no  such  right.  Kxcept  concerning  the  exclusive  juris* 
diction  of  ceded  lerritory,  the  legislative  power  of  Con- 
gress seems  confined  to  raising  and  disbui-sing  revenue, 
for  common  defence,  and  general  welfiue ;  together  with 
the  legislation  incidental  and  auxiliary  to  those  great  ob- 
jecls.  Who,  then,  sir,  will  contend—who  has ccmtended 
— that  Congress  can  make  any  law  altering,  or  impugn- 
ing, or  invalidating,  those  laws  of  any  of  the  States  creat- 
ing that  legal  reUtion  called  property,  between  any  of 
the  good  people  of  those  Slates  and  anv  person,  matter, 
ur  thing  t  Why,  then^  this  excitement  f  All  men  may  nt 
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q^uietly,  in  «U  and  each  of  the  States,  under  the  pro>ec- 
tion  of  their  laws  t  fbr  one  kind  of  property  is  ai  per- 
fectly tecure  to  iti  owner  u  another.    If,  however,  any 
Jealousy  of  Northern  people  still  exists  in  (he  minds  uf 
Southern  people,  be  in  patience  with  me — I  will  nuke 
one  efTurt  more  to  remove  all  cause  lor  such  feeling.  It 
b  true,  laws  cannot  always  protect,  because  titey  cannot 
always  control.   Uorals,  manners,  habits,  interest,  make 
men  what  they  are  {  and,  when  these  are  known,  men 
are  known,  and,  in  any  given  state  of  events,  their  ac- 
tions may  become,  wi^h  certainty  and  safety,  a  subject  of 
calculations.   Laws,  indeed,  may  slumber ;  morals  are 
vigilant  as  consciousness ;  interest  watchful  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-preservation.   Fur  the  purposes  of  what  1 
would  now  say,  the  whole  Northern  commanities  may  be 
regarded  in  one  or  another  of  three  descriptions  of  pet^ 
sons.   To  neither  of  these  classescan  any  motive,  incon* 
sistent  with  fair  integrity,  be  objected.    The  first  class  is 
least  numerous.  They,  of  all  men,  think  and  act  the  least 
consequentially.    If  the  thing  they  would  have  done  be, 
by  itself,  honest  and  desir^le,  their  mental  vision  never 
cotnpreheAda  those  eternal  adjuncts  of  all  human  events, 
the  things  which  roust  go  before,  and  the  things  which 
must  fuTlowaHer  ihcm.    They  have,  indeed,  zexl— un- 
bounded zeal— but  they  are  entirely  without  that  know- 
ledge and  wisdom  md'tspensable  to  the  accomplishment 
of  aiw  great  enterprise.    Slavery  they  rtg-rd  as  an  evil, 
and  freedom  as  a  good — indeed,  as  all  wise,  good,  and 
prudent  men,  in  our  country  regard  them.  Immediate 
and  universal  emancipation  is  their  only  rtmedy  for  every 
case  and  condition  of  hUvery.    They  uy  nothing,  and 
think  nothing,  of  the  legal  righu  of  marten  thus  at  once 
extinguished,  nor  ask  what  condition  of  servitude  could 
equal  the  wretche-Jiiess  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  sUves 
at  once  thrown  out  of  the  employment  and  the  support, 
the  protection  and  control  'of  their  masters.    We  need 
not  be  detained  by  a  consideration  of  wliat  this  class  of 
men  would  dot  because  they  can  do  nothing.  Their 
number  is  smul^  their  wisdom  smalt,  and  their  influence 
still  more  uiconuderable.   A  f«w  of  these  men  may  be 
found  in  tlie  North  \  but  1  believe  they  are  more  numer- 
ous in  the  Soutliem  par:a  of  the  Union. 

The  second  class  should  be  denominated  philanthro- 
pists. They  would  give  freedom  to  all  men  ;  but  they 
would  vioUte  the  rights  of  none.  They  are  the  How- 
ards ut  our  country.  As  he  did  not  make  the  pilgrim- 
age  of  Europe  to  break  gaols  and  liberate  prifonen,  but 
to  make  prisons  the  abodes  uf  huraantty,  so  would  they 
not  violate  the  rights  of  masters,  hut  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  slaves.  Whatever  tliey  do,  tliey  will  do  it 
witii  justice  to  all  men  :  i>ow  would  they  purchase  what 
they  so  much  desire,  the  freedom  of  all,  at  tlie  expense 
of  those  liighet  and  more  desirable  object!^  the  princi- 
ples of  morals  and  religion  f  The  Colon>Mt:on  Societies 
of  our  country  are  ot  this  clasa.  I  know  men,  who, 
though  they  may  not  be  united  with  these  societies,  yet 
are  they  laboring  in  the  same  great  cause.  They  are 
called  Friends  t  and  well  do  they  merit  the  denomina- 
tion. Their  charities,  like  their  devotions,  though  si- 
lent, are  fervent  and  unccre.  The  slaves  which  they 
liberate  are  purchased  with  their  own  money,  and  sen^ 
with  all  needful  aid,  to  colonize  their  native  land.  In- 
de«l.  this  great  class  of  philanthropists  look  forward  to 
the  graduw  and  entire  relief  of  our  country  from  slave- 
ry, and  the  gradual  peopling  of  Africa  with  freemen. 
The  great  moral  debt  of  our  nation  will  thus  be  paid. 
The  cliildren  of  Africa  will  carry  back  to  their  native 
Iand,.arts,  civilization,  fi^edom,  and  Ohristianily.  The 
toil  and  bondage  of  millions  who  are  dead  will  be  re- 
warded by  the  wealth  aiid  liberty  of  millions  alive  ;  and 
the  Angels  of  Justice  and  Mercy,  looking  down  on  our 
world,  may  rejoice  to  behold  the  lung  lamented  delin- 
.  qtivncjr     one  age  «>  full/  expiated  b/,the  tranwend- 


ant  remuneration  of  another.  Frooi  tlua  cIbm  of  men— 
Irum  these  genuine  philanthropists— numerous  and  in8o- 
ential  as  they  may  be.  Southern  men  hare  nothing  to 

fear. 

A  third  class  in  the  great  community. of  the  free 
Stales,  equally  regard  law,  justice  and  the  rigbta  of 
others  i  but  they  look  on  the  connexion  of  master  and 
slave  with  the  eye  <^  the  mere  poUtickn.    Tbor  inter 
ests  and  habits  m  thinking,  call  them  to  a  conmdaratiaa 
&f  States  snd  Nations  as  commimitics  of  People  capable 
of  wealth  or  poverty,  imbecility  or  power.  Tbey  make 
thcmaelves  acquainted  with  tlie  statistics   of  differeat 
States,  and  compare  one  with  another,  to  the  intent  tliat 
they  may  find  which  are  roost  proliable  to  excel  in  that 
mystery — in  some  degree  the  myatery  of  all  men— H»c 
great  trade  and  mystery  of  bettering  their  couditkw. 
Many  important  questions  are  involved  in  their  tbeoiy; 
not  only  what  kind  of  land  and  what  kind  »f  nrttchloeiy, 
but  ft'hat  kind  of  labor,  may  be  rendered  most  produc- 
tive.   Is  it  that  of  Ireemen,  or  is  it  that  of  slaves  }  The 
keen  investigation  of  this  class  of  men  in  our  couotiy, 
and  of  the  like  clasa  of  men  in  other  countries,  has  fin- 
ished and  solved  this  great  question.    Wlut  wa»  a  pro- 
blem in  the  civilized  world  one  century  a^,  has  now 
become  an  axiom  in  poTitical  science.   It  i*  now  belicT- 
ed  by  this  whole  class  of  politicians  in  tlie  North,  that 
slave  labor  is  much  less  productive  tlwn  the  labor  of 
freemen.  It  is  believed  that  such  aa  labor  for  themacke^ 
and  who,  by  superior  industry,  skill,  and  faitlifulness,  ma; 
belter  their  own  condition,  will  more  probably  have  aad 
exercise  these  qualities  for  the  benefit  of  themsclTeaaail 
their  emplovers,  than  slaves,  who  cannot*  by  any  cucr- 
tions,  in  any  considerable  degree,  improve  their  own  coik- 
dition,  or.  in  any  event,  relieve  themselves  from  bondage, 
or  servitude.    Hope  is  the  animating  principle  of  fice, 
fear  the  fatiguing  motive  of  slave  labor.   The  reward  of 
hope  quickens,  the  fear  of  punishment  paralyaea,  exer- 
tion. *11)e  free  laborer  consumes  with  economy  (  and, 
witii  that  care  and  parsimony  which  are  the  greatest 
cause  of  national  accumulation,  lays  by  a  part  of  that 
portion  of  production  belonging  to  himself,  wberewiA 
to  build  the  foundation  of  a  little  capital  of  his  own. 
Inconsiderable  as  these  savings  may  individually  be,  in 
any  one  year,  yet,  when  united,  they  make  a  great  part 
of  the  sum  total  of  the  saving  of  any  nation  t  and  are 
not  unfrequently  the  origin  of  immense  private  fortunea. 
In  slave  labored  Slatei^  such  parsimuny  and  such  accu- 
mulation cannot  be  expected,  nor  is  it  ever  found.  Why 
should  the  slave  spare  in  consumption,  when  he  can  nei- 
ther accumuUte  fur  himself  or  for  his  children  *  AU  these 
things  are  known  to  this  race  of  politidans — these  men 
of  worldly  wisdom.    They  are  pleased  with  Uieir  own 
condition,  because  tlicpr  know  that  condition  is  more 
eondudve  to   prospen^  than  that  of  slare  hiddiag 
States.  These  Northern  men  wUl' never  disturb  the  ten- 
ure by  which  Southern  men  hold  this  eviL    No,  sir, 
so  long  as  this  class  of  men  understand  their  own  inter 
est,  are  mindful  of  it,  and  desirous  to  outstrip  the 
holders  of  slaves  in  bettering  their  own  condition,  so 
long  will  the  master  and  slave  be  held  to  the  present 
relations,  accordmg  to  all  the  pravluons  of  the  Constiui- 
tion. 

From  neither  of  these  classes,  therefore,  lure  South- 
cm  men  any  thing  to  apprehend,  or  to  produce  any  ex- 
citement. The  enlhustasts  will  not  disturb  them,  for 
they  have  nut  the  power  to  do  it.  The  philanthropists 
will  not  do  it  I  for  they  will  not,  for  any  supposed  good, 
violate  even  the  legal  rights  of  others.  From  the  poli. 
licians  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  ;  because  they 
will  not  only  not  break  tlirougli  the  laws  of  their  ooun- 
trv  f<ir  any  purpose  whatever,  or  belter  the  condition  gf 
any  man  against  hia  own  will,  but  because  they  will  not 
diouoish  the  poUtical  weight  and  infl  uence  of  themaelre^ 
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■nd  their  own  Statefl,  for  any  purpose  of  augmenting 
tliat  of  utiier  men,  or  othei  States.  No;  bt:  ye  as- 
sured, throughout  all  (he  regions  of  the  South,  the 
philanthropist  will  never  unjustly  relieve  the  slave  from 
Ifu  naEter ;  the  politician  will  never  illegally  relieve 
the  master  from  the  sluve.  I  have  thus  far  labored  to 
quiet  all  this  Southern  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to 
demonstrate,  that  Congress  have  no  constitutional  nght 
to  legislate  on  the  propeily  relation  of  master  aud  slave  ; 
and  that  Northern  men,  by  their  principles  of  morality 
and  rel'^un,  thetr  habits  of  tliinking,  and  the  attach- 
roenti  they  continually  feel  for  their  own  interest,  can 
hare  no  disposition,  either  unjustly  or  illegally,  to  in* 
terrupt,  or  call  in  question,  this  reUtion.  Suffer  me  to 
say.  Sir,  that  every  ^entle'man  of  the  South  un  this 
floor,  has  frcm  me  a  high  pledge  of  my  candor  and  sin- 
cerity in  this  debate.  I  have  a  brother,  dearer  to  me 
than  almost  any  otlier  man,  who  lives  in  one  of  the  roost 
Southern  Statra^  and  is  there  a  planter  to  no  inconsidera^ 
ble  extent.  Believe  me,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given  you  ; 
if  not,  believe  me  for  my  fraternal  feeling  Be  assured,  I 
would  neither  overthrow  his  rigbts^  nor  mtemipt  his  re* 
pose. 

One  thing,  of  a  different  nature,  has  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  which  to  me,  seems  peculhu-ly  of 
a  kind  to  produce,  aiher  here  or  elsewhere,  some  de- 
gree  of  excitement  It  has  been  alleged  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evehxtt]  that  the  op- 
posen  of  this  amendment,  they  sustain  their  opposi- 
tion at  all,  must  sustain  it  by  what,  as  he  says,  virtually 
amounts  to  an  interpolation  of  the  Constitution.  He 
contends  that  they  must  read  the  last  clause  of  the  5tli 
article  of  the  amendment  {  **  Nor  shall  private  property 
(unless  it  be  property  in  slaves,)  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  just  compensation-"  lias  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  expressed  any  such  opinion  ?  Has  any  gen- 
tleman contended  that  property  in  slaves  should  be  ta- 
ken  fur  public  use,  without  just  compensation  \  1  have 
not  beard  it  t  nor  do  I  believe  any  gentleman  who  will 
vote  against  tliis  amendmi  nt,  will  vole  against  it  for  any 
such  reason.  Could  I,  Sir,  so  debase  the  Constitution 
of  my  country,  I  should  feel  my  principles  degraded  he- 
low  the  level  of  that  very  ordinary  kind  of  morality, 
found  indispensable  in  keeping  together  communities, 
least  of  all  scrupulous  in  rule,  ortlie  character  of  their 
sctioDs.  Could  that  line  (unless  it  b%  properly  in  slaves,) 
be  pUced  in  our  great  national  charter,  and  placed 
there  with  all  the  solemnities  of  a  constitutional  amend* 
tnent,  and  placed  there,  too,  by  a  single,  ami  a  silent 
wisli.  1  do  believe.  Sir,  that  man  is  not  in  this  House, 
who  would  make  the  W'ftli.  Should  the  People  believe 
■we  htrfd  such  doctrines  here,  I  should  cease  to  he  sur* 
]>rised  at  the  excitement  of  the  South  ;  should  be  ut- 
terly astonished  at  the  quietude  of  the  Not-t!i.  Those 
■who  sent  me  here,  have  a  due  regard  for  their  proper- 
ty I  and  just,  indeed,  it  i.-,  and  very  natunl  that  they 
^ould  t  for  that  propeHy  is  the  reward  of  their  toil,  en- 
terprise, and  perseverance.  Nevertheless,  no  portion 
of  it  which  I  might  by  udvocating  such  a  measure,  save  to 
theoi,  could  ever  redeem  me  from  their  just  contempt, 
could  I  io  aid  in  ctHTUpting  the  pure  text  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

No,  Sir,  the  opposers  of  this  nmendment  direct  their 
opposition  by  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
sua  of  all  free  Kepublics.  As  their  fathers  did  not  pur- 
chase, so  they  will  not  defend,  their  independence  by 
tbe  blood  of  skvi'S.  Nor  is  this  dixlrine.  at  all  impugn- 
ed by  the  resolution  of  the  Cvntinenlal  CongresK,  pass- 
ed March  29,  1779,  as  quoted  from  their  St-crtt  Journal 
by  the  honorable  genllenian  from  Nurtli  Carolina,  [Mr. 


provided  for  the  purchase  of  them  hy  the  United  States, 
before  they  were  sent  into  the  Army — and  for  their eman* 
cipalion,  antl  a  bounty  of  fifty  dollars  to  each  who  should 
faithfully  perform  the  dut^  of  a  soldier.  lihode  Island  was 
governed  by  the  same  pnndple,  and  acted  up  to  the  to* 
ry  letter  of  it.  At  the  commencement  oftbeBevoIU' 
tionary  war,  slie  had  a  number  of  this  description  of 
People.  A  regiment  of  them  was  enlisted  into  the 
continental  service  t  and  no  braver  men  met  the  ene- 
my in  battle  \  hut  not  one  was  parmitted  to  be  a 
suldier,  until  he  had  6rat  been  made  a  free  man.  From 
that  day  to  this,  the  same  principle  has  prevwled  )  and 
slaves  not  only  have  not  been  impreasetl,  but  they  Itave 
never  been  suffered  to  be  enlisted  by  their  masters  into 
the  Army. 

I'hose,  Sir,  who  oppose  this  amei>dment,  do  indeed 
contend  for  an  alteration  in  the  5th  article  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  i  but,  it  is  an  alteration,  ac- 
cording to  this  great  prindple.  They  would  have  it 
read  thus  :  **NorshaIl  private  property  be  taken  for  pub* 
lie  use,  without  just  compensation"— nor  ^11  any  proper- 
ty in  slaves  ever  be  so  taken.  State  our  object  as  it  is,  and 
our  reading  of  the  Constitution  as  we  read  it,  and  both 
will  be  found  fair,  honorable  and  patriotic.  State  them 
as  they  are  not,  but  as  it  is  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachiiaelts  they  may  be  stated,  and  1  know  not 
what  condition  of  humanity  would  not  feel  degraded  by 
any  attempt  to  sustain  them. 

[Hr.  EVKRBTT  rose  to  explain.  The  gentleman 
entirely  misconceived  his  remark.  1  stated  not  that  those 
who  opposed  the  amendment  wished  to  introduce  a 
qualiGcatioi)  into  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  in  ques- 
tion, but  that  such  was  the  operation  of  a  rejection  of 
the  amendment.  Mr.  £.  expressly  said,  tliat  he  knew 
and  felt  that  no  one  could  wish  to  iatreduoe  the  qualifi- 
cation.] 

It  hus  been  contended  in  this  debate,  that  the  riglit  to 
impress  is,  in  the  commanding  General  of  an  Army,  a 
perfect  right.  He  has  the  full  power  <X  the  sovereign- 
ly ;  he  can  tuke  all  t  take  all  fur  Uie  common  defence  i  all 
persona,  all  property ;  the  master  and  slave,  the  fiither 
and  son  t  and  he  hiis  the  same  power  over  what  comes 
under  his  command  by  impressment,  as  he  has  over 
what  comes  there  by  contract.  He  is  endowed  with  the 
eminent  domaui  ;  the  transcendental  power  of  the  sove- 
reignly. This-  c|iiestioi)  does  not  cull  for  any  aupport 
from  such  principles.  Why  they  are  advanced  at  this 
time,  and  ■»  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  may, 
fbr  all  purposes  of  tliis  discussion,  be- very  safely  left  to 
the  determination  of  those  gentlemen  who  have,  asstrand 
doctrines,  introduced  them,  I  believe,  for  the  first  time, 
into  a  debate  in  any  Congress  of  these  United  Slates.  Yes, 
Sir,  for  the  first  time  this  House,  tlw  haJloued  tem- 
ple of  liberty,  the  sanctuary  of  freedom,  has  been  pro- 
faned by  the  publication  of  doctrines,  odious  to  the  ear 
of  slavery  itself;  and  never  uttered  aloud,  and  in  the 
pure  light  of  day,  even  by  the  moat  absolute  despotism. 
\gain8t  tlu-sc,  I  beg  leave  to  bear  my  humble  testimony, 
and  freely  to  express  the  must  unquidified  execration  of 
them.  Avery  short  examination  of  the  nature  of  our- 
Government  will  demtMistrate  tlie  utter  absurdity  of  all 
such  principles. 

IMr.  McDUFFIE  said,  1  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  a 
question  of  order:  And  in  order  that  we  may  decide 
the  question  correctly,  I  t>sk  (he  gentleman  from  Rliode 
Island  to  state,  who  is  that  member  of  this  House  who 
contended  that  a  military  officer  Jias  a  right  to  impresi 
a  citizen  i  And  if  it  shall  turn  out,  as  I  believe  it  will, 
that  no  gentleman  has  maintained  such  a  doctrine,  I  con- 
tend (b»t  it  is  not  in  order  fur  the  gentleman  from  HhoJe 
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Ur.  REED  stated  thiif  the  gentlemxn  from  New  York 
[Ur.  Mabtiitdalk]  had  cnntended  yeaterday^  that  a  mlli. 
tary  officer  had  a  Hf^lit  to  impress  a  citizeif. 

Tlien,  said  Mr.  McDUPFIE,  the  gentleman  fVom  New 
York  and  Uie  gentleman  from  Rhode  IbIukI  nwy  leUle 
that  queation  between  themselves.] 

A  commanding  general  [said  Mr.  Bcrobs]  can  have  no 
more  power  than  Congress  has  :  for  he.receiTes  all  his 
power  from  ihemt  and  they  cannot  communicate  to  others 
what  has  not  been  given  to  them.  '  We  cannot  fairly 
reason  from  the  powers  of  European  Governments,  to 
■hew  the  powers  of  our  own.   The  Goremments  ot  Eu- 
rope have  aJI  the  power,  not  wrested  from  Iheni  by  the 
People;  while  our  Government  has  no  more  power 
than  has  been  gi«n  to  them  by  the  People.  In  this  coun- 
try, the  great  residuary  power  is  with  the  People  ;  in 
that,  it  is  with  the  Government.    All  the  Governments 
of  Europe  had  a  feudal  origin.    The  Roman  power,  that 
Iron  despotism  which  had,  for  riz  centuries,  set  its  fbot 
on  the  neck  of  ill  civilized  nations,  -  was,  after  years  of 
conflict,  broken  in  pieces,  by  numerous  armies  of  martial 
bartMriant.    These  were  led  on  to  the  conquest  by 
numerous  warlike  chieftains.    When  the  victory  was 
achieved,  they  divided  their  plunder,  according  to  their 
rude  notions  of  justice.    When  this  was  done,  they 
formed  a  number  of  Military  Governments,  being  the 
only  a^stem  of  polity-'  which  such  men  were  capable  of 
conceiving,  or  keepmg  in  operation  when  formed.  The 
fctnds  were  parcelled  out  to  iheir  suboniinate  officers, 
AS  their  great  feudatories  %  and  on  the  condition,  among 
others,  of  aiding  the  chieftain  with  military  service  in  his 
wars.   The  duration  of  their  military  service  was  stipu- 
lated in  tltc  grant.   Nearly  all  the  present  Governments 
of  Europe  oripnated  in  this  manner  i  and  are  derived 
from  those  Military  Governments.    Even  then,  the  cliief- 
tain  could  call  his  feudatory  into  the  field,  for  only  a 
certain  and  limited  number  of  diiys.    He  could  neither 
impress  Iilm,  or  any  of  his  immediate  retainers  ;  nor  take 
from  him  one  of  ins  servants  or  slaves.    When  the  So. 
vereigns  of  Europe  changed  this  military  system,  the 
tenure  of  lands,  by  chtvaliy,  was  abolislied.  Armies 
were  formed  by  mercenaiiea  or  volunteers.    Men  Iwld- 
ing  bnds  under  him,  could  no  longer  be  Called  on,  as  of 
ri^rt,  by  the  Sovereign,  to  do  military  service.    In  Eiig^ 
land  the  whole  tenure,  hy  which  lamls  were  holden,  was, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  changf  d  to  that  of 
free  and  common  soccage.    Since  that  tim  ,  iio  King  of 
England  can  ex*act  personal  military  si  rvtces  (  and 
George  the  Foiirib,  wearing  the  crowns  of  three  King* 
doms,  with  the  lituLir  sovereignly  of  France  in  addition, 
cannot  impress  into  his  armies  the  poorest  and  most 
defenceless  man  in  liis  dominions.    Let  me  ask,  sir,  has 
the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  more  power  over  the 
citizens  of  the  several  Stales,  than  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  has  over  his  own  subjects  *   Why,  sir,  the  first 
settlers  of  this  conntr)-,  who  came  from  England  brought 
with  them  **  all  and  ungular  the  riglits  and  liberties  of 
Englishmen.*'   Tlieir  cliarters  were,  that  of  Rliode 
Island  I  know  was,  "  to  have  and  to  bold  their  lands  by 
tlie  tenor*  of  free  and  common  soccage."    How  does  it 
then  come  to  pass  ttiat  Englishmen  cannot  be  ihipress. 
ed  into  tlie  army  by  the  military  officers  of  their  King  j 
while  the  People  of  the  United  States,  both  "  master 
and  servant,  father  and  son"  may  be  impressed  by  their 
own  military  officers  into  their  own  armies  ?   Did  we  in- 
deed loie  tlie  liberty  of  freeborn  English  subjects,  when 
we  achieved  the  independence  of  the  American  States  ? 
Even  in  feudal  daj  s,  in  England,  the  ranks  of  war  were 
filled  more  by  n  gullimt  spirit  of  knighthood,  the  glorious 
patriotism  of  chivalry,  than  by  the  exercise  of  any.  legal 
power  ill  the  Sovereign.  Would  to  God,  sir,  tltat  ancient 
valor  of  soul,  tliat  high  enthusiasm  of  patriutic  spirit  had 
rcdeemea  aur«ouQtty  fromtbiipubUc  arowal  of  the  rigbt 


or  the  necessily  of  military  impressment  Sir,  the  preai- 
gang  of  England,  to  man  their  Navj-,  is  an  engine  of  pow- 
er, sanctioned  by  no  law,  or  ever  justified  by  any  Eo- 
glish  lawyer  ;  and  he  who  resists  the  exercise  of  it  opoi 
himself,  even  unto  blood,  will  find  a  perfect  Justtfieatwi 
in  the  htws  of  his  enuntry. 

Congress,  Sir,  have  power  by  the  Constitution  to 
raise  armies.  This  may  be  done  by  either  enlTStmen^ 
or  by  hiring  auxiliaries,  or  by  calling  out  the  miHtia,  to 
aid  in  llie  execution  of  the  laws,  to  pippress  Insurrse. 
tion,  or  to  repel  the  invasion  of  any  State  or  Territotr, 
Can  this  Congress  rase  armies  in  any  other  manner* 
Can  they  enact  a  Uw,  whereby  any  person  in  the  Uwt- 
ed  States  may  be  impressed,  and  thereby  fill  up  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  >  This  law,  to  hive  any  efr<ict,  mo* 
find  some  portion  of  the  People  whereon  to  be  pot  ia 
legal  execution.  Can  it  be  executed  on  the  militia  J  ^ 
the  Constitution,  Congress  can  organixe  the_  mifitiL 
They  may,  as  they  have  done,  form  all  able  bodied,  free 
white  citizens  into  companies,'  battalions,  regiiBe<t% 
brigades,  and  divisions.  These  are  equipped,  aeeootep- 
ed,  and  officered  j  (or  all  this  is  expressed  or  impfied  m 
the  Constitutional  power  of  organization.  The  niiEtn 
may  be  called  out  for  any  constitutional  purpose,  and 
during  any  length  of  time  provided  by  law  :  but  they  caa 
be  called  out  as  mintia  only  i  for  tbey  murt,  sayi  the 
Constitution,  be  commanded  by  thdr  own  officer*  ap- 
pmnted  by  their  own  SUtes.  How,  then,  air,  can  Cpo- 
gress  niake  a  law,  whereby  the  militia  may  be  impressed  i 
picked  out,  man  by  man,  from  the  ranks  of  tbeir  ow 
regiments,  taken  from  the  command  ot  their  owh  oB' 
cers,  and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  and  ond« 
the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  >  WiH 
air,  the  militia  cannot,  not  a  man  of  them,  be_  impressed  j 
nor  could  any  one,  after  enrolment,  enlist  into  the  ar- 
my of  the  United  States,  had  not  the  Uw  for  oigwunng 
the  militia,  expressly  reserved  to  them  the  right  »  to 
enlist.  Your  taw,  for  raising  an  army  by  impressment, 
must,  sir,  if  it  operate  at  all,  operate  on  People  other 
than  the  militia  of  your  coiinlry.  You  cannot,  frca 
that  constitutional  bulwark  of  our  nation,  pick  downs* 
much  as  one  atone,  brick,  or  bit  of  fmctured  cement,  by 
any  minion  of  military  despotism,  acting  under  any  hr 
ever  enacted,  or  to  be  enacted  by  this  Congress.  Yow 
law  of  impressment  must,  then,  be  executed  on  those 
exempted  from  service,  niuler  the  organixation  of  the 
militia.  These  are  all  such  as,  by  condition,  or  by  ag^ 
being  too  young,  or  too  old,  or  by  employment,  « 
office,  are  exempted  from  military  aenrice,  in  war  oris 
peace.  The  whole  mass  of  slaves  i:i  our  country  are,  1^ 
their  condition,  exempted  and  excluded  from  military  ser- 
vice. Both  sidesof  the  House  will  agree  to  tUispropositioiw 
Policy  does  not  permit  their  masters  to  place  them  ia 
the  ranks  of  the  army  [  nor  does  justice  authorize  the 
United  Slates  to  impress  and  send  them  Uicre-  No  mia 
can  justly  be  received,  «r  cuirpelled  to  figlrt  for  liberty, 
without  first  being  made  legallv  capable  of  enjoying  it 
You  will,  therefore,  make  no  law  to  raise  Armies,  by 
authorizing  the  impressment  of  slaves.  Will  you  enact 
a  law  to  conscribe,  and,  and  take  by  viiJence,  from  the 
nurture,  education,  and  instruction,  of  parental  care, 
giiardiaiisliip,  ami  affection,  the  whole  childhood  of  yo«r 
country  }  and  fill  the  rough  ranks  of  war  with  the  ten- 
der and  uuseasoned  limbs  of  infancy  ?  If  there  wcte 
not  a  physical  impossibility  interposed  between  any  suck 
law  and  the  object  of  it  t  yet  are  the  liigli  moral  pri»- 
ciplcs  of  filial  and  parental  relation,  so  paramount  in  the 
heart  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  of  this  nation, 
that  such  a  law  could  never  outlive  the  hour  of  its  enact- 
ment. 

Will  you  impress  tho  c  exemft  d  by  their  advanCeJ 
(igc,  ancl  send  your  fiilhcrs  and  grand  fkthera  to  figitt 
joMt  battle^  beciMue  tbeir  more  pnidcnt  toot  refoie  to 
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join  the  army  by  enluttnent  ?  Thcie  men  have  pur< 
ctesed  their  exemption  by  miliUty  *ervice,  slready  per- 
formed. Tou  have  received  the  considerBtton ;  can  you 
take  back  that  for,which  they  have  fully  paid  you  ?  Not, 
mtt  with  justice  t  ^nd  what  you  cannot  do  with  justice, 
you  cannot  constitutionally  do.  Indeed,  nr,  I  believe 
our  nation  has,  and  ever  will  have,  enou^  of  Spartan 
eourtew,  if  Bot  of  Spartan  valor,  to  revere  the  enarac- 
ter,  and  hold  inviolate  the  venerable  rights  of  wgt.  Other 
f>erM>ns  are  exempted  by  their  employmentt.  Will  you 
extinrui^  the  Uf^its  on  ^onr  coast,  that  you  may  pUce 
their  keepers  in  your  armies,  or  profit  by  the  salvage  of 
ahipwreek  on  jroiir  shores  }  Will  you  abolish  commerce, 
that  you  may  impress  sailors  ?  or  ^ve  up  revenue,  for, 
tbe  sake  of  placing  cuitom-house  officers  under  military' 
comma Tvl '  The  transmission  of  public  and  private  in- 
teUtgence  employs,  in  tlie  direction  and  conveyance,  a 
laif^  number  of  men  :  Will  yoit  impress  all  these  into 
the  ranks  of  war,  and  leave  all  knowledge  of  passing 
event*  to  be  transported  from  one  place  or  one  person  to 
Another,  by  special  messengers — or  "  to  be  blown  about 
1^  the  viewkss  couriers  of  the  a-r  > "  In  each  of  the  se- 
veral States,  and  in  the  United  States,  is  a  numerous, 
learned,  aod  highly  respected  body  of  Judges,  lliese 
are  all  exempted  feim  duty  in  the  organized  militia  of 
the  several  SUtes.  Will  you  make  a  law  authorizing 
Iheir  impressment }  Do,  sir,  let  it  be  so  enacted,  that 
the  recruiting  officers  of  some  military  chief,  high  in  com- 
mand, may,  by  tliat  power  which  can  "  t»ke  aH,**  bring 
forwaid  from  each  Slate  in  the  Union  each  venerable 
bench,  and  place  them  under  review  in  fltmt  of  this  Hall. 
When  this  is  done,  send  at  least  a  corporal  and  file  of 
soldiers  to  the  other  end  of  this  building.  Let  "the 
pure  ermine  of  juBttce  "  bfc  conUminated  by  the  touch 
of  military  violence.  BVing  out  the  venerable:  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  h!s  learned  associates.  We  shall  reduce  to  fact 
what  was  once  a  mere  sarcastic  fiction  t  you  will  reallv 
have  **  an  army  of  Judges."  Tbe  streams  of  justice  will 
Indeed  be  cnt  off  at  the  fbunlain  ;  her  sanctuary  will  be 

Erofiined  in  tbe  vei^'  persons  of  her  consecrated  priest- 
ood.  But,  what  then  (  The  judicial  will  merely  be 
rendered  subordinate  to  the  legislative,  and  all  to  tbe  mi- 
litary power^  and  "law  will  then  be  silent  amidst  arms." 
Congress  will  but  have  to  add  one  section  more  to  their 
Jaw  of  impressment,  and  comprehend  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  in  tlic  sweeping  provisions  of.it :  for  it 
ia  presumed  no  Congress  will  ever  make  a  law  rendering 
tbemtelves  Uable  to  the  exercise  of  this  "  eminent  do- 
main," this  transcendent  military  power,  which  "has  a 
perfect  right  to  take  all."  No,  sir;  a  law  of  impress- 
ment 10  "raise  armies"  cannot  be  made  :  for  you  cannot 
impress  those  exempted  from  the  militia ;  because  they 
are  so  exempted  by  laws  paramount  to  the  Constitution. 
And  you  cannot  impress  the  militia,  because  they  are  ex- 
empted by  the  Constitution. 

This  doctrine  of  impressing  fVeemen  involves  a  moral 
absurdity.  All  power  is  given  to  Congress  by  the  will 
of  tbe  People;  but  all  impressment  ia  the  exerdse  of 

J lower  against  the  will  of  the  People.  How,  then,  can 
t  flow  from  their  voluntary  grant  r  All  impressment  is 
tbe  exercise  of  despotic  power— n  power  uncontn>lied 
by  any  thing  other  than  tne  will  of  him  who  exercises 
it  I  but  all  granted  ^ower  must  be  limited  and  exnaaed 
Mcording  to  the  will  of  him  who  grants  it.  Despotic 
power,  like  slavery,  can  never  originate  in  compact. — 
Liberty  is  unalienable.  How  can  a  man  sell  himself  to 
be  a  slave,  since  the  very  consideration  he  may  receive 
for  his  liberty,  will,  the  moment  he  becomes  a  slave,  re- 
vert to  his  master,  and  thereby,  for  want  of  consideration, 
render  the  contract  nugatorv  r 

Wisdom  is  ever  schooled  by  experience— let  us  exa* 
mine  her  lessons :  We  have  had  two  wars  i  the  first  loi^, 
dangerous^  and  diffieult  %  the  second  not  so.  long,  attend- 


ed with  lets  danger,  but  with  some  difficultie*.  fteiihrf 
the  Continental  Congrcsf,  nor  the  Congress  <sS  the  Unit- 
ed States,  ever  exercised,  or  contended  that  tbey  could 
exercise,  the  power  to  enact  an^  law  of  impressmentf 
either  lo  raise  or  recruit  theirarmies.  If,  therefore,  Con- 
gress can  have  no  sucb  power,  how  can  commanding 
Generidii,  acting'  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  have  any 
such  power  f  Did  Wa^ington  ever  exercise,  or  claim 
such  power  ?  No,  sir  i  much  at  he  was  almost  adored 
by  the  People  of  this  countiy,  any  attempt  at  impresa- 
ment,  would  have  brought  him  down  to  the  level  of 
mere  ordinary  humanity.  Shall  any  General,  since  his 
time,  in  this  country,  exercise,  and  be  justified  in  exer> 
cising,  this  odious  power?  Who  in  this  House  would - 
have  sufTered  the  exercise,  upon  himself  or  his  sons,  of 
it  ?  Shall  we  believe  that  the  poorest  freeman  in  (he 
country  has  leas  of  the  spirit  of^  freedom  and  generous 
manhood  than  the  wealthiest  and  proudest  man  in  the  na- 
tion ?  It  was  once  nobly  said,  "  The  poor  man's  house 
is  his  castle.  I'he  winds  of  Heaven  may  blow  through 
it — but  the  King  dares  not  enter."  In  this  country,  shall 
the  Congress  or  the  Commanding  General,  dare  to  en- 
ter 1  It  may  be  rude  and  unfinished,  but  his  fire-ude  is 
the  home  of  his  con^brts.  the  altar  of  his  devotion,  the 
sanctuaiy  of  his  wifb  and  children ;  and  shall  the  unhal- 
lowed foot  of  violence  profane  his  threshold  t  What 
mui  of  you  all,  who  now  hear  me,  would  endure^ the  pal- 
try  minion  of  a  military  despot  to  rudely  enter  your  dwel> 
ling,  and  choose  between  yourself  and  your  son,  which 
be  would  drsg  to  the  recruiting  house,  there  to  be  mea- 
sured and  mustered  fur  the  ranks  of  the  army  ? 

Let  me  ask,  why  should  this  power  to  raise  armies  by 
impressment  have  been  given  to  Congress?  Will  not 
the  People  know,  quite  as  well  as  tlieir  public  servants 
here,  when  a  war  is  necessary  ?  When  they  believe  it 
to  be  so,  it  will  be  popular  with  them.  When  they  want 
a  war,  they  will  enlist,  volunteer,  run  to  the  battle  field, 
as  was  done  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  Constiiu- 
tion,  which  gives  Congress  all  the  power  they,  can  of 
right  exercise,  was  formed  by  those  men,  and  formed 
not  long  after  they  had  achieved  our  independence. 
Did  they  not  remember  the  valor  wherewith  that  war 
had  been  conducted  }  Diil  they  forebode  the  degenem- 
cy  of  their  race,  and  therefore  provide  this  constitutional 
cure  for  cowardice  ?  And  lest,  peradventure,  their  sons 
and  descendants  should  not  voluntarily  defend  their  li- 
berty and  independence,  gave  power  to  Congress  to 
provide  for  having  them  dragged  into  the  ranks  of  their 
own  armies  '*  No,  sir  t  this  Constitution,  by  providing 
that  no  man  sliall  be  deprived  of  liberty,  but  by  due 
course  of  law,"  provides  that  no  innocent  man  shall  ever 
be  deprived  of  liberty  t  "ir  even  the  gtiilty,  until  accus- 
ed, tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  a  loss  of  it,  by  im> 
piteonment  Sir,  not  until  martial  law  shall  become  the 
law  6f  the  land,  and  the  whole  country  shall  be  formed 
into  one  vast  camp,  need  we  fear  impressment,  either 
without  law,  or  by  force  of  any  legislative  enactment. 

Cannot  property  be  taken  for  public  use,  by  tlie  Com- 
manding General?  It  can  be  taken  no  otherwise,  by 
him,  than  it  can  be  laken  by  Con^^ress.  They  are  told 
by  the  Constitution,  '« Nor  shall  private  property  be  tak* 
en  for  public  use,  witliout  juat  compensation."  Just 
compensation  has  reference  to  the  value  of  the  conside- 
ration paid,  as  well  as  to  the  time  of  payment.  He  who 
takes  property,  unless  he  contracts  to  pay  at  a  fiiture 
day,  does  not  make  just  compensation,  unless  he  pays 
when  he  receives  the  property.  Notwithstanding  tlie 
assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
SimiuaiTp]  a  mere  promise  to  pay  is  no  compensa- 
tion t  e^ecially  if  made  by  the  United  States  against 
whidi  you  can  have  no  compiilaory  process.  The  Unit> 
ed  Statet  are  continually  n^dcing  coiUracts,  and  receiv- 
ing the  lantb  <^  in£vid)uil%  ntner  tat  light-housei^  fot^ 
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tificatkma,  or  other  mirpoies.  They  cuinot  leize  and 
cenfiscRte  then  bnds.  An  appropriation  it  made  by 
Congren,  to  make  payment,  upon  receiving  the  con- 
TeyancC'  The  owner  makes  a  deed  of  the  land  to  the 
United  States,  and,  if  be  be  wise,  he  will  not  deliver 
this  deed  to  the  agent  until  be  receives  his  money.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  other,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  oi  any 
other  methodrtn  this  country,  of  obtaining  specific  pn- 
Tate  property  for  public  use.  The  great  sources  of  ways 
and  means,  by  wtiich  Congress  can  raise  a  revenue,  are 
imposts,  duties,  excises,  taxes,  and  loans.  By  these  they 
provide  for  the  general  defence,  and  not  by  impressment 
and  military  exaction.  What,  sir,  can  a  Getieral  take, 
when  he  cannot  take  the  lodging  of  a  single  soldier,  in 
any  man's  house,  even  in  time  of  war,  unless  a  law  be  first 
made  regulating  the  nianner  in  which  it  may  be  done  * 
'Who,  then,  will  contend  that  a  General  may  plunder  the 
People  he  is  tent  to  protect  t  stripping  the  very  beds 
from  under  thtrir  children,  and  carrying  away  the  whole 
food  of  their  househtdds  ^  Why,  sir,  the  very  compen- 
sation law  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  giving  remuneration 
to  such  persons  as  liad  aufiered  from  such  impressments, 
by  the  militaiy  oflicera  in  the  late  war,  demonstrates  that 
Congress  considered  them  all  illegal.  For  it  provides 
that  al),  who  hare  recovered  compensation  of  such  offi- 
cers, shall  receive  none  of  Congress,  and  all  who  have 
not,  aiwl  who  claim  it  here,  shall,  before  receiving  the 
amount  of  their  claim  allowed,  execute  a  release  to  the 
officer  who  made  the  impresament. 

It  hat  been  said,  necessity  will  justify  taking  any  thing. 
Necessity,  «r,  is  nanied  the  tyrant's  plea.  What  kind  of 
necessity  justifies  any  act  ?  It  is  that  which  takes  away 
law.  Where  necessity  may  be  the  ride  of  action,  law 
cannot  be  the  rule.  llaw  ends  where  necessity  begins  : 
Oar  necessity  has  no  law.  You  throw  overboard  the  car- 
go, to  save  tlie  ship  {  the  owner  of  the  goods  is  not 
wronged,  because,  had  you  not  done  this,  both  sliip  and 
cargo  would  have  been  lost.  Two  men,  escaping  from 
a  wreck,  succeed  in  getting  on  the  same  plank  %  it  can 
float  but  one  of  them  ;  in  the  struggle  for  self-preserva- 
tion, one  in  pushed  off  and  drowned  ;  the  other  reaches 
the  shore.  No  wrong  has  been  done  i  for,  if  one  had 
not,  both  must  have  perished.  Ten  men  are  ail  the  sur- 
vivors in  a  foundered  ship ;  lliey  have  no  provisions  { 
they  agree  to  a  decimation  by  lot.  The  death  of  one 
preserves  the  rest,  till  some  pilgrim  traveller  of  the  ocean 
relieven  them.  His  death  was  a  calamity,  not  a  wrong: 
for  all  must  have  died,  if  the  death  of  one  had  not  saved 
the  other  nine.  In  a  burning  city,  a  house,  adjoining 
one  already  in  fiames,  is  blown  up,  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  fire.  I'he  owner  of  iliat  house  hks  suflered  no 
ityjur^  :  for  bis  house  would  have  been  consumed  by  the 
fire,  if  it  had  not  been  destroyed  to  stop  the  progress  of 
it.  In  a  beleaguered  cily,  cut  oJT  from  all  aid  and  suc- 
cour from  the  country,  every  thing  is  brought  forth  to 
aid  in  the  defence  ;  the  very  women  carry  out  their  own 
food  and  that  of  their  children,  to  refresh  the  men  fight- 
ing on  the  walls.  When  a  practicable  breach  is  made 
by  the  enemy,  houses  are  seen  to  ha\-e  been  demolished, 
and  another  wall  is  already  erected  within.  No  injury  is 
done  to  the  owners  by  this  mode  of  defence ;  because, 
if  the  enemy  had  succeeded,  he  would  have  deprived 
them  of  all  they  possessed.  So  it  is  in  re-capturing  a 
city  t  and  so  where  the  armies  of  the  country  meet  to 
repulse  the  invading  enemy  :  whatever  is  destroyed  by 
the  march  or  conflict,  would  have  been  taken  or  destroy- 
ed by.lhe  enemy,  if  it  had  not  been  so  destroyed  on  the 
field  i>f  battle.    I'hese  are  cases  of  necessity. 

Now,  sir,  did  any  such  necessity  exist  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans  ?  The  condition  ef  that  city  has,  in  this 
debate,  been  placed  before  us,  and  colored  by  a  descrip- 
tion of  all  the  calamities  of  a  belewuered  town,  cut  off 
from  all  poasibiUty  of  aid,  to  be  deriTed  from  the  Go- 


vernment or  surrounding  coiinlry.    Tlie  fact  was  not  m. 
New  Orleans  was  open  to  the  populous  and  wcaltliy 
States  of  the  West.    Were  tliey  slow  in  sending-  suc- 
cours ?    No,  sir  (  every  wave  of  their  own  mig-hty  rivers 
rolled  down,  freighted  with  the  strength,  the  arnw,  and 
the  valor,  flf  those  patriotic  regions.  Cotemporancons 
prejudice  may  for  a  time  triumph  over  truth,  but  biMo- 
ry,  impartial  history,  will  do  justice  to  that  People  t  nor 
leave  to  the  ruTtraa  obatok  in  tliis  House  a  shadow  of 
claim  to  declare,  "  that  New  Orleans  could  not  have  bees 
defended  without  Impressing"  master  and  slave.fvtlicT-  aad 
son.    Nor  will  [  believe,  sir,  that  the  gallant  people  of 
that  devoted  dty  wuted  to  be  impressed  into  their  own 
defence.  ^  Tlie  blood  of  the  Goth,  the  Franl^  and  the 
Saxon,  minj^B  in  their  reins ;  ami  when  was  either  race 
known  to  go  back  from  the  face  of  danger  i    No,  sir  j 
all  property  was  re*dy,  and  tendered  to  the  public  ser- 
vice {  all  persona  stood  to  their  arms,  and  waited  only 
for  the  command.    There  was  no  treachery,  no  disaffec- 
tion, no  skulking  to  escape  danger.    It  has  been  sai^ 
sir,  the  invading  loe  promised  to  his  soldiery  all  the  re- 
wards of  a  licentious  brutality  :  gold  to  the  mTMiictau^ 
beauty  to  the  prufiigute.   I  tvoutd  to  God,  for  the  honor 
of  the  English  name,  it  were  not  so  ;  but  so  it  has  bees 
told,  and  so  it  is  believed.    Was  this  watchword  echoed 
through  the  streets  of  Orleans,  and  was  tlicre  a  husband, 
a  father,  a  broiher,  who  did  not  fly  to  the  dereoce  * 
Why,  sir,  tlie  timorous  sheep  will  stamp,  and  mrnace 
the  how  ling  and  ferocious  wuf,  in  defence  of  her  hoib ; 
and  the  tame  and  spiritless  hen  screams  and  flies  at  the 
descending  hawk,  to  protect  her  little  brood.    The  very 
slave  will  die,  wiUi  his  best  blood,  tlie  threshold,  to  guard 
his  master's  house  from  pulhitioii.    Who,  then,  can  say, 
that  men,  brave  men,  the  valor  and  chivalry  of  New  Or 
leans,  did,  or  could,  on  that  day,  wait  to  be  compelled 
into  defence— 1  do  not  say  of  their  city,  their  wealtii^ 
their  houses,  their  firesides— but  of  the  cherished  hoour, 
the  pure  loveliness,  of  tlieir  sisters,  and  wives,  and 
daughters  ?   Tlie  very  surmise  is  a  foul  and  Uunting  ca- 
lumny.   Whoevtr  has  put  it  on  paper,  has,  sir,  uttered 
and  published  a  Ubel  against  our  nation  and  our  race.  I 
dare  aver  the  very  slave  in  question  was  proud  to  beat 
"camp"  on  the  first  of  January,  1815  [  and  though  aa 
attempt  be  now  made  to  coin  his  wound  into  money,  yd 
Warwick  did  then,  and  will,  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
boast,  that  he  received  it  at  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

What,  then,  is  this  case,  or  what  would  it  have  been, 
had  not  gentlemen  thwjght  proper  to  press  into  the  dis- 
cusuon  principles  pertloiis  to  the  repose  and  the  libe^ 
ties  of  their  country  ?  Mariguy  D'Auterive  clainu  of 
the  United  States  $  1094.  Of  this  sum  f  755  have  been 
allowetl,  and  the  balance  of  it  was  rejected  by  your 
Committee  of  Claims.  I'wenty-four  dofbirs  of  this  bal- 
ance is  the  amount  of  a  private  Surgeon's  bill  for  attend- 
ing and  curing  the  claimant's  slave,  Warwick,  who  was 
wounded  while  working  in  tlie  trenches  before  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  1st  of  January,  1815.  The  second  item  of 
this  balance  ia  $  15,  for  lost  lime,  being  one  month,  while 
Warwick  was  under  the  care  of  the  Surgeon  :  1 3U0,  the 
last  item  in  the  aecwunt,  is  claimed,  because  the  slave  is 
made  so  much  less  valuable  by  his  wounds.  The  Sur- 
geon's bill  was  rejected  by  your  committee,  because  all 
persons  wounded  in  the  service,  if  carried  to  the  army 
hospiuls,  are  attended  and  cured,  if  they  can  be  curet^ 
be  regular  Sngeons  without  any  private  expense  j  but 
all  who  choose  not  to  go  there,  when  in  Uteir  power, 
must  be  attended  and  cured  at  their  own  cliai|[e.  From 
I  this  rule  the  Committee  of  Claims  have  never  departed. 
I  The  other  items  are  rejectecl,  because  such  persons  liave 
never  been  considered  as' property,  in  such  cases,  to  be 
paid  by  the  United  States.  This  amendment,  now  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  I.oui«ana,  [Mr.  Goaur]  re- 
stores these  disallowed  items  to  the  account.   The  sun 
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in  question  is  indeitd  snull,  but  tht  principles  directly 
inrolved.  and  those  brought  into  the  debate,  are  truly 
ip«at  and  aUtrmlng.  If  we  TOte  against  this  amendment, 
we  leave  the  question  of  property  in  slaves  just  as  it 
ever  has  been,  and  is  now,  if  we  vote  in  favor  of  tlie 
mntendmentt  we  must  first  vote  that  such  persons  are  pro- 
perty, and  then,  that  tliey  are,  in  such  casc%  to  be  paid 
ibr  by  the  United  States.  Impottaiit  reasons  aeei^  to 
urge  US  to  reject  this  amendment. 

1  will  pass  over  the  fiict,  that  this  claim  originated  thir> 
teen  years  ago,  and  that  it  was  never  presented  here  un- 
til the  last  Cotwress.  Though  indeed  a  stale  claim,  it 
may  not,  for  that  reason,  be  unjust  The  owner  may 
liave  thought  it  advisable  to  wait  until,  in  the  course  of 
things,  claims  of  this  description  could  be  introduced  in- 
to Congress,  under  the  expectation  of  more  bvorable 
auspices.   Be  all  that  as  it  may  be. 

This  does  not  come  within  any  description  of  claims 
contained  in  the  Btatute  of  Apnl  9th,  1816,  called  the 
compensation  law.  That  provides,  lat.  For  all  saddle- 
horses  of  the  militia,  either  killed,,  dying  of  their  wounds, 
or  for  want  of  forage.  2d.  For  all  loss  by  the  destruc- 
tion or  capture  of  beasts  of  draught,  as  horses,  mules,  or 
oxen*  w  of  vehiclea  of  conveyance,  as  wagons,  carts^ 
boat^  sleighs,  and  hamesa.  3il.-  Ail  loss  of  arms  and 
'  accoutrement^  by  capture  or  destruction.  4th.  All  loss 
by  property  impressed  or  taken  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence ol  the  Army,  whether  lost,  destroyed,  or  consum- 
ed. 5ih.  All  loss  by  destniction,  by  the  enemy,  of  any 
house,  or  building,  used  by  the  United  States  as  ■  place 
of  military  deposite.  This  statute  was  for  two  years  exe- 
cuted by  Commissioners  ;  and  thouph  it  then  expired, 
yet  has  it  ever  since  been  the  chnrt  by  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  have  directed  their  course.  This  claim 
comes  within  no  description  of  cL-iim  provided  for  in  that 
statute.  All  cUims  under  (liat  law  must  be  for  destruc- 
tion of  the  thing  of  which  the  value  is  claimed.  Whe* 
ther  arms,  accoutrements,  provisions,  animals,  vehicles, 
or  building,  they  must  linre  been  destroyed.  No  da- 
mape  is  given  fur  any  ^mhiution  of  value.  Horses  or 
mules  ma)  be  foundered,  oxen  lamed,  wagons  and  carts 
impaired,  but  the  owners  of  them  must,  in  all  these  cases, 
as  III  all  labor  for  private  men,  keep  their  cattle  and  im- 
plements in  working  condition  at  their  own  proper  ex- 
pense, and  lose  their  time,  during  which  the;|r  are  mak- 
ing these  repairs,  and  not  in  tlie  service  of  their  employ- 
era.  This  claim  is  (or  lost  time,  and  fbr  diminished  value, 
not  for  time  whUe  in  the  service,  but  while  under  the 
band  of  the  Surgeon.  He  went  to  the  camp  the  Slst  of 
December,  he  was  wounded  the  Ist  of  January.  The 
claim  to  be  paid  lor  time,  is  not  time  while  in  service, 
but  lost  time.  His  claim  for  damage,  is  not  for  the  de- 
atructioa  of  the  slave,  but  because  he  is  lame,  and  can- 
not do  so  much  work,  or  will  not  sell  for  so  much  money. 
This  statute,  therefore,  had  it  extended  to  the  case  of 
slaves,  would  not  have  extended  to  this  case  ;  because  it 
provides  for  loss  by  the  destruction  of  property,  and  not 
fbr  \oa»  by  its  diminished  value. 

Claims  of  this  description  have  been  made  since  the 
last  war.  We  are  told  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
that  they  have  been  uniformly  rejected.  TIte  gentU- 
ntian  from  Ohio^  [Mr.  WaiTTLBssr]  who  reported  this 
bill,  has  stated  and  discussed  a  number  of  sucIT  eases. 
We  luive,  sir,  on  this  subject,  what  is  most  desirable  on 
all  legal  subjects,  a  bodv  of  precedents  for  our  direction. 
Depart  from  these,  and  you  will  soon  perceive  the  con- 
sequences. This  claim  is  but  the  vidette,  the  pioneer  of 
an  army  of  the  same  cUaa.  Suffer  this  to  make  a  lodge- 
ment in  this  House,  and  there  will  follow  a  host,  the  nu- 
merous and  unsati^d  reserve  of  all  your  Southern  war. 
It'  we  consider  the  nature  of  the  public  military  service, 
we  shall  perceive  the  importance  of  this  rule.  In  the 
Army  there  is,  to  each  repment  of  five  hundred  men, 

Voi.  IV— ro 


about  fifty  waiters.  Each  Commissioned  or  StaflT  OHt* 
cer  is  entitled  to  one,  and  four  are  allowed  to  a  General 
of  Division.  An  Army  of  10,000  fighting  men  niust,  of 
necessity,  and  may,  by  law,  have  at  least  jfOOO  such  ser> 
vants.  One  half  of  these  are  slaves,  or  may  be  such  ; 
the  other  are,  or  may  be,  free  men,  either  white  or  color- 
ed. They  are  paid  monthly  wages,  at  the  same  rate  an 
the  infantry  are  paid.  As  the  law  now  stands,  under  our 
present  course  of  adjudication  on  claims,  these  araiv  ser> 
vants  all  tare  alike.  Vote  this  amendment  ana  you 
change  the  whole  system.  For  the  waiter, '  who  is  a 
slave,  if  damaged  by  disease,  or  wounds,  the  master  will ' 
claim  and  fCcftive  compensation.  The  waiter,  who  is  a 
free  man,  may  suffer  the  same  disasters,  but  he  can  have 
no  other  remedy  than  to  leave  the  service,  and  go  upon 
the  paridi. 

The  rule  of  decision  pursued  by  the  Committee  of 
ClMms,  in  this  case,  is  of  older  date  than  the  last  war. 
Under  the  Confederation,  and  during  the  Revolutionaiy 
War,  as  it  has  been  asserted,  and  cannot  be  denied,  such 
claims  were  never  admitted  by  (lie  Continental  Congress. 
At  the  commencement  of  that  war,  slaves  were  found  in 
every  State  of  the  whole  tliirteen.  Many  tiiem,  as 
servants,  doubtless  followed  their  masters  into  the  Army. 
No  inconsiderable  number  of  these  became,  by  ^sease 
or  wounds,  of  little  value  to  their  owners  i  many  perish* 
ed  under  .the  hardships  uf  the  camp.  What  master 
claimed  of  the  United  States,  and  was  allowed,  damage 
by  tbem  for  eitlier  the  diminished  value,  or  the  entire 
loss  of  his  slaves  in  the  war  }  This  quesUon  has  been  at 
rest  for  more  than  fifty  years,  for  almost  **  time  whereof 
the  memory  of  roan  ranneth  not  to  the  contraiy."  It 
may  be  fairly  conwdered  as  the  settled  commoa  law  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

Another  view  of  this  case  will  shew,  how  inadmissible 
we  ought  to  consider  such  claims.  Though  the  statute 
of  compensation  regards  all  impressment  as  ill^fal,  and 
every  sucli  act  as  a  trespass,  yet  it  does  presume  impress- 
ments of  certain  kinds  of  propertar  would  hare  been  made 
during  the  last  war  t  for  it  provides  in  such  cases  a  reme- 
dy for  tliose  who  had  sufTered  by  the  trespass,  and  a  re- 
lief for  those  who  had  committed  it.  On  the  contrary, 
this  law  has  provided  no  remedy  and  no  relief  for  the 
impressment  of  slaves.  What  then  ?  Did  the  law  disre- 
gard the  rights  of  masters  '  Not  in  the  least.  It  does  not 
touch  that  question.  It  was  intended  thereby  to  cut  off 
every  doubt,  as  to  the  right,  either  by  the  master  or  by 
the  Congress,  of  using  Biave^  in  any  event,  to  recruit  the 
Army.  It  gave  no  remedy  for  such  impressment,  and, 
therefore,  left  not  even  an  implication  that  it  might,  in 
any  event,  be  done.  If,  sir,  slaves  may  be  taken  for  any 
purpose,  what  shall  hinder  the  commanding  general  from 
using  them  for  any  purpose  he  may  choose  T  If  be  may 
impress  one  hundred,  he  may  one  thousand,  or  any  greater 
number,  if  he  can  put  in  their  hands  the  pick-axe  and 
the  spade,  and  send  them  to  "  forerun  a  camp  and  trench 
a  field,"  he  can  put  arms  in  their  hand^  and  draw  them 
up  in  companies,  battalions,  regiments,  to  defend  the  field 
they  have  fortified.  Nay,  what  hinders  his  marching  them, 
and  maisballing  tliem  on  any  other  field  }  To  avoid  the 
possibili^  of  such  a  result,  the  law  forbore  to  bold  out 
even  the  shadow  of  excuse  for  the  impressment  of  slaves. 
The  independence  uf  our  counliy  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  of  ftvemen  ;  and,  as  the  proud  current,  swelled 
from  age  to  age  by  the  streams  poured  out  in  its  defence, 
shall  pass  down  to  our  descendants,  let  us,  like  out  &• 
thers,  scorn  to  contaminate  its  puri^  by  one  drop  dsavn 
from  the  veins  of  the  dare. 

It  is  true,  minms  were,  in  the  last  war,  empowered  to 
enlist  into  the  armies  of  the  United  States  This  was 
done,  aa  was  justly  observed  by  the  gentleman  ftom  New 
York.  [Mr.  Tatlok]  from  the  pressure  of  the  times. 
What  remedy,  as  the  ssme  gentleman  demndcd,  bu 
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ever  been  provided,  for  those  interested  in  tlieir  labor  ? 
It  is  tnie,  the  Uw  gave  a  part  of  the  bounty  to  thou  in- 
tereited  in  the  minor'  To  what  did  this  amount  i  Not 
to  so  much  as  ten  dollars.  Why,  air,  the  last  three  years 
of  the  Bppreiiticesliip  of  a  faithfu],  skilful,  industrious 
yoiing  man,  with  any  of  our  enterprising  Nortliem  me- 
chanics, who  liave  faithfully  instructed  those  committed 
to  tlieir  charge,  whether  sons  or  apnrenlicec,  is  worth 
f600.  This  was  swept  away  by  enlistment.  Has  the 
compensation  law  provided  any  remedy  ?  Xone.  And 
none  has  ever  been  claimed.  God  forbid  that  1  should 
I^lace  the  relation  of  father  and  son,  instructor,  indapprcn- 
tice,  of  our  freebom  Northern  men.  on  |i  footing  with 
that  of  master  and  slave.  I'he  first  is  the  bond  of 
reciprocal  aid  and  kindness,  and  the  charities  of  nature, 
and  would  exist  if  there  were  no  human  lavs  on  earth  i 
(he  last  is,  I  grant  vou,  strong;  for  it  is  the  iron  chain,  forg- 
edby  the  powerful  band  of  municipal  regulation.  It  cannot 
be  reached,  it  'n  allowed,  by  Congreu  t  for  it  is  entirely 
of  Slate  jurisdiction.  Are  not  tlielaws  of  apprentice^ip, 
and  of  sonship,  equally  of  State  jurisdiction  '  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massicliusetts  [Mr.  Etkbztt]  has  said  the 
law  of  the  United  States  look  nway  the  power  of  the 
father  over  the  son,  and,  by  carrying  him  forward  out  of 
his  minority,  three  years  earlier  than  he  ollierwise  would 
have  been,  rendered  him  capable  o!  contnuiting  to-serve 
his  country.  1  have,  Mr,  no  belief  that  the  Ontted  States 
have  any  authority  to  abrogate  the  parental  power,  even 
if  it  existed  only  ui  the  laws  of  State  jurisdiction.  It  has 
a  higher  sanction  }  the  unchangeable  nrlations  or  nature  ; 
the  laws  of  Gud,  paramount  to  all  human  legislation. 
Its  object  is  the  perfect  education  of  the  son.  It  begins 
with  the  cradle,  it  ends  in  his  entire  mandood  ;  the  matu. 
rity  of  his  body  and  mind.  During  its  whole  course,  it  is 
»  reciprocation  of  benefits.  At  first  they  are,  indeed, 
nothing  to  the  father,  but  the  smite,  the  caress,  and  the 
joyous  gratitude  of  infancy  ;  at  last,  relief,  assistance,  and 
substantial  remuneration.  Can  the  son  forget,  and  shall 
laws  be  formed  to  make  him  forget,  that  his  father  cared 
for  him,  and  labored  for  him,  while  he  slept  on  his  molh- 
er**  bosom  ?  Let  every  man  read  his  own  heart  j  he  will 
find  the  laws  of  this  rehiUonship  indelibly  written  there. 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  sir,  if  there  be  any  memory  of  my  own 
past  life,  which  comes  back  to  me  with  feelings  not  to  be 
touched  by  time  or  discolored  by  any  condition  of  exist- 
ence, it  is  the  grateful  recollection  that  I  wrought  out 
the  full  term  of  my  legal  minority,  under  the  power  erf 
my  father,  in  aiding  him  to  cnllivaie  his  fields.  No,  sir, 
the  law  of  filial  obligation,  of  paternal  authority,  cannot 
be  abrogated  by  civU  enactments.  Sparta  took  cliildreii 
from  their  parents  t  but  tlie  State  became  tite  parent. 
The  Lacedemonians  were  not  a  commonwealth  of  citizens. 
They  were  an  army  j  their  city  was  a  camp  ;  and  they 
were  mere  warriors.  The  Hebrew  paternal  power,  like 
the  Koman,  was  great,  and  was  confirmed  by  all  tlie  sanc- 
tions of  tlie  decalogue.  Men  were,  however,  found  in 
that  nation  who  could  advocate  its  abrogation.  The  tra- 
ditions of  the  Sanhedrim,  tiid  the  lectures  of  the  Syna- 
gogue, subverted  this  law  of  Moses ;  and  he  who 
would  devote  his  services  on  the  altar,  and  pronounce 
it  "-a  gift,"  was  released  from  the  law  of  his  parents, 
and  thereby  became  capable  of  serving  the  State. 
This  was  the  tradition  of  the  Corbati,  and  such  as  taught 
its  doctrines  were  denounced  by  the  Saviour  of  the 
World*  as  those  who  **  made  void  the  laws  of  God  by  the 
commands  of  men." 

We  have  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  P.  P.  BiRiiooK]  that  the  minor  may  be  compelled 
to  serve,  because  he  is  a  member  of  the  body  politic. 
The  slave  cannot  be  so  compelled,  bccans*  he  is  not  a 
member.  What,  sir,  constitutes  this  memherMhip  of  the 
body  politic  ?  Not  a  want  of  perfect  iinderslanding  ; 
lor  then  would  all  young  children  be  excluded  t — no',  a 


privation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  :  else  all  minors,  aH 
women,  and  all  destitute  of  legal  property  qualifications^ 
would  cease  to  be  parts  of  the  nation.  Nor  on  «  condi- 
tion of  labor  work  this  political  privation.    Arc  not  aB 

natural  persons,  who  are  wilhjn  the  protection  of  ihe  lav, 
members  of  the  body  politic  ?   What  is  the  ^^at  Icgil 
bond,  uniting  all  parts  of  that  body  ?    It  is  Klleg'iance- 
Whoever  owes  allegiance  to  any  nation,  must  be  one  of 
that  nation,  at  lea&t  so  far  as  that  nation  caii  claim  his  al- 
legiance.   Allegiance  and  protection   are  reciprocal 
Whoever  owes  allegiance  is  entitled  to  protection  :  aa£ 
vthoever  is  entitled  to  protection  owes  alleg'iaiice .    Is  n» 
the  slave  entitled  to  protection  ?    Can  any  man  beat,  or 
maim,  or  kill  htmj  and  not  be  punished  for  the  trespan. 
or  the  homicide,  just  as  if  he  had  committed  these  onen- 
ces  on  the  body  of  a  free  man  >    **  The  gentleman  saji 
the  United  States  cannot  punish,  because  the  slave  be- 
longs to  the  State  jurisdiction."    What  if  the  murder  be 
done  in  a  fort,  or  arsenal  t   Will  the  crfFender  go  unpoa. 
tslied  f   For  it  is  manifest  he  cannot  be  tried  in  any  Stale 
for  any  act  done  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Slates.     No  t  the  United  Slates  alone,   in  sudi 
case%  can  try,  and  punish.    If  the  slave  commit  a  criae, 
will  he  escape  punishment  as  an  ox  or  a  horse  would, 
hccuuse  he  is  not  a  member  of  tlie  body  politic  f  Wl»> 
if  he  levy  war,  or  carry  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enany— 
would  the  plea  of  slavery  exempt  himft<otn  iHiniabmcat ' 
No,  sir,  the  slave,  equally  with  the  minor,  is  a  member 
of  the  body  politic.    Base'  indeed  must  be  that  Is  w  wtud 
would  give  a  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  stsve, 
so  far  as  diminished  by  the  accidents  of  military  aervice, 
and,  at  the  Bame  time,  abolishing  the  rights  and  the  oU- 
galions  of  minority,  send  yotir  free-born  sons  to  hive 
their  limbs  shred  away  in  battle,  and  give  their  hxbm 
no  title  to  relief. 
If  it  be  true  that  all  laws,  creating  the  relattoo  called 

Sroperty,  arc  laws  of  State  jurisdiction,  how  can  we  here 
ecide  the  great  question  of  slavery  '  How  often  tune 
we  been  told  that  ue  cannot  decide  it  }  That  the  deo- 
n  would  cost  our  conslitutioti.  We  do  every  thi^ 
here  by  enactment.  Before  we  can  adopt  the  amcad' 
ment  we  mtut  first  enact  tliat  persons  may  be  propeHy  * 
and  then,  that  the  man  Warwick  was  the  proper^  of  tbe 
claimant.  In  the  States,  such  persons  may  be  propeitt, 
or  not,  just  as  State  laws  enuct :  for  we  have  no  jllT^■d^ 
lion  over  the  question.  In  this  Legislature,  ^rentlemea 
represent  them  as  persons  :  and  he,  who  comes  here, 
because  they  are  persons,  cannot,  under  that  Constiiu. 
tion,  which  pronounces  them  such,  vote  that  they  m 
mere  property.  Our  Constitution  admits  no  reprcseat»- 
tion  of  property  I  persons  alone  ere  represented.  Ke, 
therefore,  who  vptes  that  bis  constituents  are  i>ropert;, 
votes  to  vacate  his  own  scat  on  this  Soor  ;  and  if  this 
amendment  pre%-nil,  and  Ihik  House  vote  that  such  pcT- 
sons  are  property,  they  in  effect  vote  that  the  Represen- 
tutives  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  "such  persons"  ougbt 
to  vacate  their  seats.  We  can,  therefore,  by  the  Coiut- 
lution,  consider  "such  persons'*  as  **  Warwick"  in 
other  light  tlian  persons ;  and  so  not  to  be  in  such  casn 
"  paid  tor  by  the  United  States."  Should  it  be  satil, 
ih.il  threc-fil^hs  only  of  such  persons  are  represented,  i: 
does  not  follow  tliat  the  other  two-filYhs  are  propert;. 
Take  the  objection  in  the  liberal  manner  of  the  makct 
of  it,  and  allow  that  tliree-fif\hs  only  of  each  of  ■«  sucti 
persons"  are  represented,  and  in  that  case,  the  man  lu\- 
mg  three,  fifths,  has  evidently  therein  a  fiiir  majority  over 
the  beast.  To  be  serious,  the  ratio,  of  represetitatioa  is 
different  only,  between  persons,  and  "  such  other  per- 
sona" ns  arc  alluded  to  in  the  Constitution.  Three  of 
the  first,  and  five  of  the  last,  have  an  equality  in  represen- 
tation ;  or  40,000  white  men,  and  66,666  colored  men, 
are  entitled  each  to  but  one  representative.  To  com- 
pe»»at«  ;his  seeming  inequality,  the  40,000  pay  the  same 


Digitized  by 


Google 


il09 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGR£)SS 


illO 


lAir.  23,  1838.] 


CateqfMdrigny  SPAuierive. 


IH.  OF  n. 


»ratHiP(  of  tat  u  the  66,666.  The  mystery  of  tliis  difFer- 
vncc  is  czpUned  by  the  history  of  the  country.  When 
the  Contitution  was  formed,  it  was  then  believrd,  that  di- 
rect  taxes  would  be  the  principal  aource  of  revenue  to 
llie  United  States,  both  for  the  support  of  (he  Govern- 
snentf  and  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  If  fire  are 
represented  as  three,  so,  also,  are  five  taxed  as  three 
penona.  The  conchiaion  siiil  returns  upon  tis,  thai,  as 
the  CtmaUtution  considers  them  as  persons  only,  so  can 
we,  funwtitutioDally,  consider  them  as  persons  only,  and 
not  u  property. 

Tim  amendment  involves  a  very  retnarkabls  prmciple 
vf  injustice.  In  all  cases  of  claim  arising  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  tlie  last  WBr>  the  United  Stales  have  been 
caUed  upon  to  pay.  and  they  have  paid,  in  cases  of  loss 
by  destruction,  either  by  the  army,  or  the  enemy.  No 
dama^  sustained,  eitficr  in  cattle  or  vehicles  of  transfer- 
tatMin,  has  been  claimed  or  allowed.  Tliisis  a  new  claim  t 
it  is  for  deterioration  }  and  made  because  the  slave  is  of 
leas  value  now  than  when  he  went  into  the  service.  How 
many  wa^ns,  carts,  boats,  sleighs,  and  linrnesses ;  how 
nuiny  horsen,  mules,  and  oxen,  were  deteriorated  in  the 
servtce,and  thereby  reduced  to  less  than  half  their  value. 
Tbis  was  inevitable,  from  the  nature  of  the  service.' 
None  of  these  have  received  any  compensation  ;  and 
nnther  ought  this  man,  by  the  aame  rule  of  justice,  to 
receive  any. 

Great  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the  manner  of  bring- 
ing this  nian  in  the  service.    D'Auterive's  man  Warwick 
was  taken  into  the  service,  eitlierbf  impressment,  and 
af^inst  tire  will  of  his  master,  or  by  contract,  and  with 
the  consent  and  agreement  of  the  master.  Gentle- 
men  may  take  which  side  of  the  alternative  they  like 
beat.    Was  he  impressed  agaiustthe  will  ofthe  master  ^ 
Then  was  the  impressment  either  legal  or  illegal.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  contended  for  the  rights  of  the  com- 
manding  Generhlto  impress  all,  must  say  that  the  impress, 
men*,  if  made,  was  legal.    It  was,  therefore,  no  trespaas  ; 
and  so  no  damages  for  a  trespaas  can  be  cUimed,  or  are 
to  be  paid.   The  claim  ison  an  implied  contract  for  the 
value  f>f  the  labor  while  in  service.   1f^  however,  he  were 
impressed,  I  do  not  allow  he  was  legally  taken.   No,  Sir, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  or  even  to  carry  the 
qMestran*  would  1  for  a  moment  grant  it.    If,  therefore, 
Warwick  had  been  impressed,  he  was'  illegslly  taken. 
The  act  of  taking  was  a  trespass  in  the  man  wlio  impres- 
sed htm  into  the  service-    Why  then,  may  not  D'An- 
terire  recover  the  value  of  the  injury  done  (o  his  man,  as 
4lamagea  for  the  trespask  f   So  he  might,  if  he  should 
choose  to  bring  bis  action  against  him.    It  appeara,  by  a 
receipt  in  the  papers,  dated  December  31,  18i4,  that 
Warwick  was  received  of  D'Aiitcrive  on  that  day,  by  one 
of  the  Syndics  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  him  into  service  at  the  camp.   If  tliis 
wtre  impressment,  he  might  recover  his  whole  claim  of 
this  Syndic.   Why  then  refuse  it  here  ?  -This  is  a  qiies* 
tion  of  some  importance,  but  itie  anawer  is  easily  maile. 
The  United  States  were  uo  party  to  the  trespass  ;  no, 
not  by  the  remotest  implication.    Can  there  be  any  law 
authorizing  a  tre^ass?   The  United  States  can  act  onlj; 
by  a  law.    If,  therefore,  there  were  a  trespass,  it  could 
not  be  done  by  (he  United  Slates.    Can  even  a  corpora< 
tion  be  guilty  of  a  trespass  ?   If  the  directors  cf  a  bank 
rote,  at  ene  of  their  meetings  to  bum  a  bouse,  each  of 
them  may  be  ptinished  for  the  arson  ;  but  the  innocent 
corporation  could  neitlier  be  indicted  nor  ptmished. 
The  United  States,  therefore,  if  a  trespass  were  com- 
mitted, were  no  parties  to  it,  and  are  not  answerable  for 
it,  or  for  any  more  than  the  labor  of  Warwick  while  in 
their  service.   If,  however  the  f»ct  would  make  any  diff*- 
erertce,  it  is  out  of  the  ease  :  for  it  appears  that  Warwick 
w-aa  sent  to  the  service  by  the  consent  of  D' Auterive,  his 
master.   Tliis  is  presumidilc  from  all  the  circumstances  of 


the  case,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  papers  ti^nriatcd,  and 
laid  on  the  table  of  every  gentleman  of  the  House.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  sent  an  order  to  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  ' 
for  a  number  of  men  to  work  at  the  trenches.  One  of 
the  Syndics  receive<l,  as  be  says,  Warwick,  for  that  pur. 
pose.  Ne  man  in  this  House  will,  or  can  say  he  was  re- 
ceived or  sent  against  the  will  of  the  claimant.  He  was 
in  the  service  on  contract,  and  for  a  compensation  to  be 
paid  for  his  services.  He  went  to  the  works,  December 
31st.  He  was  wounded  and  went  home  the  next  day, 
January  1st.  For  these  two  days,  D'Auterive  is  entitled 
to  be  paid,  unless  he  has  been  paid  already.  He  cannot, 
in  justice,  claim  any  thing  for  the  diminished  vahie  of  his 
man.  He-wasinthe  service,  just  as  if  a  commanding 
General,  or  a  Canal  Commissioner,  had  advertised  for 
five  hundred  carta  to  work  at  the  entrenchment,  or  the 
excavation.  At  the  end  of  the  w^eek,  they  are  called  to 
be  paid  off.  Kach  man  presents  one  bill  for  his  week's 
work,  and  another  for  the  repairs  of  carts,  foundered  legs^ 
dislocated  shoulders,  and  put-out  eyes  of  men  and  horses. 
Whatman,  in  bin  senses,  would  pretend  that  one  single 
man  of  them  would  be,  by  any  rule  of  justice,  entitled 
to  a  single  cent  for  the  diminished  value  of  a  angle  cart, 
horse,  or  driver  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Evkbktt]  has 
contended,  that  Warwick  was  in  this  service  at  the  risk 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  of  the  claimant.  In  answer 
to  this,  let  it  be  remembered,  thathewassenttothe  works 
by  the  consent  ami  by  the  sgreenient  of  the  claimant. 
At  whose  risk  are  all  the  livas,  limbs,  and  property,  in  any 
country  ?  Why,  truly,  at  the  risk  of  those  who  are  the 
ownersof  them.  I'his  will  ever  be  tliecase,  until  the  own- 
er makes  a  contract  with  some  other  person  to  take  the 
risk,  and-ensure  for  him  his  life,  or  all,  or  any  other  part 
of  his  property.  This  is  universally  true  of  all  tradesand 
employments.  In  some  few  cases  of  carrying  or  keeping, 
the  law,  for  spef.ific  reason*,  has  put  the  property  at  the 
risk  of  the  carrier,  or  keeper.  This  contract  of  insurance, 
must,  from  the  nature  of  it,  be  express,  and  in  terms,  and 
is  never  implied  by  law.  Did  D'Auterive  make  any  such 
contract  with  the  Syndic  of  New  Orleans,  when  he  agreed 
to  send  Warwick  to  work  at  the  camp  f  It  is  not  pretend- 
ed, or  ftttempted  to  be  proveil.  The  man  was,  therefore, 
at  the  risk  of  the  master,  and,  if  lessened  in  value*  ifde- 
teriiirated,  he  has  no  claim  to  be  put  in  a  better  condition, 
than  the  property  or  the  limbs  of  other  men. 

I  want  words,  air,  to  express  my  regret  that  such  a 
question,  and  for  such  an  amount,  shoiUd  have  been 
brought  into  debate  on  this  floor — that  such  prineiples, 
and  such  term:^  should  have  been  pressed  into  the  dis* 
cussion.  Why  urge  the  qncstion  of  slavery  upon  us,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  declare  that  we  dare  not  decide  it  1 
We  have  no  right — we  claim  no  right — wc  wish  for  no 
right — to  decide  the  question  of  slavery.  Men  from  the 
free  Stales  have  already  decided  the  question  f(»  them- 
selves, within  their  own  State  jurisdiction  i  and  such  men,  • 
to  decide  it  here  fur  other  Slates,  must  first  be  renegade 
from  the  Constitution,  or  oblivious  of  its  high  and  control- 
ling principles.  When  haa  this  question  been  raised, - 
and  not  by  men  interested  in  its  eternal  slumber  ?  The 
Missouri  Question  was,  as  it  lias  truly  been  said  on  this 
floor,  no  triumph.  It  was  no  triumph  of  policy  ;  'it  was 
no  triumph  of  humanity.  To  contract,  and  not  extend 
the  theatre  of  i^  is  the  tnie  policy  of  every  statesman,  as 
w«lt  in  the  slave-holding  as  in  those  States  uncnrsed  by 
this  moral  and  political  mischief.  On  this  matter  of  slave- 
ry,  singular  and  ominous  political  events  have,  within 
the  List  foi-ty  years,  transpired  in  the  great  community  of 
the  New  World.  What  another  half  century  will  exhibit, 
is  known  to  Him  only  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  destiny 
of  nations.  This  kind  of  popnhilion  is  rapidly  incrcaaing  t 
and,  should  any  large  and  united  number  of  them  make 
a  desperate  struggle  for  emancipation,'  it  will  then  bo 
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Ibundt  that  the  policy  which  had  pTaced  aid  and  relief  at 
any  (greater  diatance»  waa  cmelly  and  htally  unwise.  Hu- 
manity aurely  did  not  triumph  in  that  decision.  It  widen- 
ed the  mart  of  blaveiy-  Sottthem  men  have  nobly  uded 
in  drivini'  from  the  ocean  a  traffic  wbich  had  long  dishon- 
ored oor  eomtiy,  and  outn^ed  the  best  feelings  of  our 
nature.  The  fon\^  slave  trade  ia  now  pinu^.  Would 
to  God  the  domestic  miglit,  like  his  banarous  brother 
of  the  aeaa,  be  made  an  outlaw  of  the  land,  and  punidied 
on  the  same  gibbet. 

The  Constitution,  we  know,  does  not  permit  one  class 
of  the  States  to  legislate  on  the  nature  or  condition  of 
the  property  of  the  other  class.  Why  tell  us,  fur  we 
already  know,  that  iVeither  our  religion  or  our  humanity 
can  reach  or  release  that  condition.  Humanity  could  once 
bathe  the  fevered  fcmhead  of  Lazarus — ebe  could  not 
bring  to  his  comfort  so  much-'aa  a  cmmb  from  the  sump- 
tuouB  and  profuse  tabic  of  Dives.  Religion  may  weep, 
as  the  Saviour  of  the  World  wept  over  the  proud  city  of 
Herod  {  but  her  tears  will  fall  like  the  rain  drops  on  the 
burning  plough  share,  and  serve  only  to  render  the  stub- 
.  bom  material  more  obdurate. 

We  are  called  and  pressed  to  decide  this  question, 
and  yet  threatened,  that  the  decision  will  dissolve  tlie 
Union.  **  The  discussion  and  the  Constitution  will  ter- 
minate together."  "  Southern  gentlemen  will,  in  that 
event,  leave  this  Hall."  Who  makes  this  menace,  and 
against  whom  1  It  oannot  be  a  war  cry  ;  can  it  be  a  mere 
party  watch>word  1  On  what  event  of  immeasureable  mo- 
ment are  we  thus  adjured  ?  In  a  paltiy  claim  of  300  and 
9  and  **  30"  pieces  of  silver,  shall  we,  who  have  in  tbb 
Hall,  lifted  the  hand,  w  "kissed"  tiie  hallowed  gospel 
of  God,  in  testimonial  of  high  devotion  to  its  require- 
ments, shall  we  now,  in  the  same  pl&ce,  "  deliver  up" 
this  our  great  national  charter  ?  This  event,  sir,  cannot 
come  with  nfety  to  our  country,  and  wiadom  would  ad- 
monish us  to  enquire  what  concomitants  may  attend  it  { 
and  whom  they  will  visit  most  disa&trrusly  \  Must  we 
be  schooled  on  the  benefits  o(  the  Union  >  It  were  wise 
for  such  scholars  to  take  some  lessons  on  the  evils  of 
separation.  The  Hebrew,  when  fed  by  the  bread  of 
Heaven,  murmured  at  his  God ;  looked  over  sea,  and 
pined  for  the  luxiiriuus  slavery  o(  E^pt.  Is  it  a  vain 
imagining,  or  may  there  be  a  charm  in  foreign  alliance, 
more  potent  than  the  plain  simplicity  of  domestic  in- 
dependence ^  England  can,  indeed,  make  Lords.i  The 
United  Slates  can  make  none.  She,  too,  can,  and  has, 
in  the  last  century,  made  more  slaves  than  all  other  na- 
tions, Paynim  or  Christian. 

We  are  surrounded,  "protected,  and  secured  by  our 
Constitution.  By  this  ve  are  in  safety  from  the  power 
and  nolenee  of  the  world ;  as  some  wealthy  regions 
arc,  by  tbeir  own  barriers,  sheltered  from  the  ravages 
of  the  ocean.  Do  not  forget,  for  they  never  fbrget.tnat 
a  SR'.all  insidioua  persevering  reptile  may,  unseen,  bore 
through  the  broadest  and  loftiest  mouiid.  The  water 
follows  his  path,  silently  and  imperceptibly  at  first,  but 
the  rock  itself  is  worn  away  by  tlie  continual  attrition 
of  a  perpetually  nuining  stream.  A  ravine — a  breach  ia 
made — and  the  ocean  rushing  in,  flocks  and  herds, 
and  men,  and  the  labors  of  men,  are  swept  away  by  the 
deluge.  Pause  before  you  peril  such  a  country  ;  pause 
before  you  place  in  jeopardy  so  much  wealth,  and  life, 
and  intellect,  and  luretiness.  Those  of  us,  whose  sun 
is  br  in  the  West,  may  hope  to  be  housed  before  tlie 
storm.  Be  not  deceived.  Sparse  and  blanched  as  are 
our  hairs,  they  may  be  defiled  in  the  blood  of  our 
■ona  I  jaiA  to  you,  who,  in  the  pride  of  manhood,  feel 
the  mrm  blood  dan«ng  at  your  hearts,  while  you  stand 
joyous  in  the  blooming  circle  of  household  loveliness, 
the  day  may  come,  unless  tlie  all  merciful  God  pours 
into  the  bosom  of  this  nation  the  hallowed  and  healing 
spirit  of  mutod  coi^dence  and  mutual  conciliation— to 


you  the  tremendous  day  may  come,  when  you  shall 
sigh  fiir  the  sad  consolation  of  him,  and  envy  hia  utter 
desolation  of  heart,  who,  bef<»e  that  hour,  ahalt  have 
sheltered  hia  very  laat  daughter  in  the  aanctvafy  of  the 
tomb.  Do  not  understand  me  as  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood.  Those  who  would  avert  the  events  of  that 
catastrophe,  do  not  stand  here  in  mercy,  or  to  menace^ 
or  to  deprecate.  They  stand  here  amidst  all  die 
menta  of  the  Conatitution.  They  will  not  deaert  the 
ship,  leave  her  who  may  ;  they  will  perform  the  voy- 
age, and  to  the  very  letter  and  in  the  full  spirit  of  d 
and  singular  the  shipping  articles;  and  tbey.toOk^Ht 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  perform  it  without  fear — pns> 
perously  as  they  trust,  and  with  trhimphant  soceesi, 

Hr.  WEEM8  said,  tba^  after  such  «  flood  of  eloauMOe 
as  had  just  been  poured  upon  this  Hous^  it  mignt  ap- 
pal any  one,  especially  at  so  late  an  hour,  to  attempt  to 
address  the  House.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  anawcf 
all  ihe  gentlemen  who  iiad  taken  side  against  the  atsead* 
ment  {  out  as  lie  had  been  so  late'  in  obtaining'  the  floor, 
he  should  confine  himself  to  the  gentleman  behind  hia^ 
(Mr.  Buasia]  and  if  he  could  succeed  in  answering 
his' arguments,  he  should  conuder  himself  as  having  nr- 
tually  replied  to  all  the  rest.  He  thought  be  could  do 
this — he  hoped  he  should  not  be  accused  of  egotism  if 
he  said  that  lie  believed  himself  able  to  convince  even 
the  gentleman  himself—and  that  from  the  ar^ments  be 
had  himself  advanced— and  especially  from  the  vety 
authority  the  gentleaum  had  quoted  in  such  a  powcrfii 
and  impreswve  a  manner.  He  would  recnind  bhn,  ia 
the  language  of  the  same  sacred  volume,  **  let  lusi 
that  Ihinketh  he  knoweth  all  things,  remember  that  be 
knowetli  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know."  The 
gentleman  had  erected  a  beautiful  edifice,  it.was  pidisb- 
ed  from  the  foundation  to  the  dome  with  the  ulraoat 
care~-but  it  was  erected  on  a  sand  bank.  His  whole  m- 
gument  had  beftn  built  on  the  aupposition  that  slave* 
holders  rest  their  claim  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  la»1iil 
to  impress.  Now,  sud  Mr.  W.,  we  deny  thia  utterly  : 
we  hold  that  there  ia  no  law  for  it — that  it  resuUa  o«y 
from  necessity,  and  necessity  has  no  law,  either  for  or 
against  it.  Tlie  gentleman  told  us  that  he  fV»red  there 
was  still  a  longing  among  some  members  tA  the  Home 
for  Hie  fleslipots  of  Egypt.  If  the  geiuteman  meaat 
tliis  fbr  me,  I  throw  back  the  hnputation  with  dtadaiik 
Would  to  God— 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  interposed  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Itbode  Island  had  not  been  understood  by 
him  as  making  any  personal  allunons,  and  no  such  mast 
now  be  made— tlie  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  out  «C 
order.] 

The  gentlemen  said  further,  Uiat  he  would  to  God,  far 
the  sake  of  Englund  and  the  Engliah  chatacter,  that  no 

such  fiicts  as  those  we  have  all  heard  in  respect  to  the 
attack  on  New  Orleans,  had  ever  happened,  and  intimtfp 
ed  his  belief  that  they  were  not  as  has  been  represented. 
Sir,  we  have  been  assured  that  these  ftwU  did  happen— 
ttiat  the  watchword  of  booty  and  beauty  was  gjvc% 
and  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  it  doubted.  Tbe 
gentleman,  however,  wishes  to  Goil,  f«  the  »ke  rf  the 
British  character,  that  the  accounts  are  not  true — be 
wishes  that  we  might  lose  the  glory  of  having  coIlque^ 
ed  the  invincibles  of  the  old  worid,  ratber  than  the  Bii- 
ish  character  should  be  tarnished.  He  tells  us  that  we 
have  all  kiased  the  book  to  support  the  Constitutioo, 
and  that  by  that  Constitution  we  are  the  nepreaeotatives 
of  Uiose  whom  we  wish  to  call  properly.  The  gentle- 
man shakes  his  bead.  I  certainlj;  do  not  wish  tomitfepre- 
sent  him,  but  I  so  understood  bim.  and  1  believe  he  did 
say  so.  If  not,  will  he  be  pleased  to  state  what  he  did 
say  ^ 

[Mr.BURGES  liere  aaid,  I  proteat  waiosl  any  quoUtMo, 
made  by  that  geatlemen,  being  ooMndered  aa  vbat  1  aad.J 
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Well,  wr,  in  return  For  the  eentleman's  courtesy,  I 
tell  him  that  I  care  as  little  for  hts  protest,  as  he  can  do 
For  my  quotations.  From  the  bef^nning  to  the  end  of 
the  declamatoiy  haninpie  with  which  we  have  been  enter> 
tuned,  the  rentleman  hfes  gons  on  contradicting  him- 
•elf.  He  N»nowledges  that  sUvea  are  property,  and 
then  he  argues  to  prove  they  cannot  be  property.  He 
•Hows  that  property  may  betaken  For  the  public  use, 
wul  then  goes  on  to  ai^ue  that  it  can  in  no  case  be  so 
taken,  and,  that  no  case  of  necessity  has  ever  existed. 

Hy  object  in  rising,  and  in  the  few  remarks  I  shall 
mbinit,waipiincipaUycon6nedto  the  p(dicy  of  adopt- 
ing the  amendment.   We  hare  been  told  that  it  would 
be  very  impolitic  to  adopt  it,  and  that  the  precedent 
would  foe  highly  dangerous,  if  wc  shall  thereby  acknow 
ledge  that  personscan  be  properly.    Now,  on  this  pre- 
cise point,  of  the  policy  of  that  measure,  we  are  directly 
at  issue.    I  say,  that,  to  reject  the  amendment  will  be 
calculated  to  hare  a  far  worse  consequence  :  it  is  calcu- 
lated  to  make  tories  of  patriotic  atizens.    If  1  prove 
this,  I  shsll  gain  the  object  1  had  in  view.    I  will  put  a 
case :  suppose  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  at- 
tack tya  this  Capitol  by  the  Britisii  troops,  a  commander 
had  been  present  who  had  sufBcient  foresight  to  antici- 
pate such  an  attack,  and  to  prevent  its  success  by  throw- 
ing up  a  breastwork,  fur  the  defence  of  this  city  ;  and 
tot  this  purpose  had  issued  an  order  to  the  slave-holderK 
in  the  vicinity  to  furnish  two  thousand  shives  to  aid  in 
that  work,    llieae  orders,  I  say,  would  have  amounted 
to  an  impresBment  of  the  slaves — but,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  doctrine,  such  a  conjuncture  would  have 
presentetl  no  case  of  necessity  to  justify  impressment. 
I  ask  if  there  is  another  gentleman  on  this  floor,  besides 
himself,  who,  if  this  step  has  been  taken,  and  in  come- 
qoence  a  dozen  slaves  had  been  killed  by  a  shot  from  the 
enemy,  would  deny  it  to  be  &ir,  to  be  ;}ust,  to  be  patriot- 
ic, to  be  honorable,  that  we  compensate  the  owners  for 
their  loss  i   The  salvation  oF  this  Capitol,  and  with  it, 
tlie  character  of  the  country,  resulting  from  their  employ- 
ment,  should  we  not  pay  for  them  if  tney  fell !  Now,  take 
the  opporite  side— refuse  to  make  payment— send  forth 
your  detennination  that  you  will  never  pay  in  such  cases 
— ^that  you  do  not  consider  audi  circumstances  as  pre. 
senting  a  case  of  necessity — and  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence 1   Should  your  Capitol  ever  be  placed  in  such 
funger  again,  where  is  the  ftrmer  who  will  nut  feel  it  to 
be  his  policy  rather  to  get  his  slaves  out  of  the  way  of 
the  Government  ?   Nay,  of  rather  sending  them  over  to 
the  enemy  }  For,  accoraing  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  they 
would  then  be  pwd  for  in  the  end.    Sir,  though  I  may 
be  willing  to  risk  my  life  for  the  defence  of  my  country, 
I  nught  not  be  willing  to  risk  all  that  on  which  I  must 
rely  to  save  my  wife  and  children  from  beggary.   I  say, 
therefore,  that  this  doctrine  is  calculated  to  make  tories 
rather  than  patriots.   I  agree  that  there  is  no  law  for 
impressment :  but  1  hope  our  military  officers  win  be 
left  to  act  under  their  own  discretion  ard  responsibility, 
and  that  the  People  will  decide  whether  there  was  or 
was  not  sufGuent  necesrity  to  warrant  tlieir  acts.  There 
is  our  security — we  msy  pay  the  individual  for  the  loss  of 
his  property,  but  we  hold  the  officer  responsible.  To 
me  it  is  most  clear,  that  policy,  if  nothing  else,  requires 
that  we  shall  recognize  the  right  of  the  master  over  his 
slave.    By  passing  the  amendment,  we  shall  do  this,  pro* 
Tided  the  evidence  of  the  facts  is  sufficient  to  establish 
the  case.    For  mjnelf,  I  am  periectly  satidied  that  it  is 
sufficient — there  is  enough  evidence  to  shew  that  the 
stave  in  this  case  was  put  in  requisition  under  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  with  the  gentleman  ttam  Hhode 
Island,  that  those  who  think  differently  from  me  are  di- 
vided into  two  cliMca  one  of  these  mcludes  persons, 
who,  from  the  best  fecKngs  of  the  heart,  do  sincerely 


beheve  that  a  person  cannot  be  property — and  that  it  is 
cruel  and  unjust  to  treat  them  as  such  (  and  they  can- 
not consider  a  man  as  walking  humbly,  doing  justly,  and 
loving  mercy,  who  holds  his  fellow  man  in  bondage. 
To  a  certwn  extent  I  agree  with  them  in  opinion  t  un- 
less the  holder  ^  a  slave  believes  it  conscientiously  to 
be  his  duty  to  hold  him,  be  is  worse  than  a  pirate.  But 
such  as  do,  good  as  tbey  are  at  heart)  I  would  refer  to 
the  g^ood  advice  of  a  good  man  in  ancient  times,  '*  when 
I  was  a  child,  I  thouf;ht  as  a  child,  1  felt  as  a  child  ;  but 
now  I  put  away  childish  things.'*  There  is  another 
class,  who  admit  that  slaves  are  property  ;  but  hold  that, 
as  philanthropists  and  patriots^  it  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  make  a  Umely  provision  to  relieve  the  country  ot  Uiia 
evil,  by  opening  a  sewer  and  draining  it  off  by  a  gradual 

{)roce88  of  colonization.  These  persons  are  willingte  al- 
ow to  slave  holders  all  their  just  rights  (  I  trust  they 
will  shew  this  on  the  present  occasion,  by  voting  for  the 
amendment — let  ihem  shew  their  principles  by  their  ac- 
tions. I,  Sir,  am  one  of  thoM  plain  men  who  deure  to 
shew  their  faith  by  their  works. 

It  has  been  contended  by  one  gentleman  that,  allhougli 
this  slave  is  to  be  considered  as  the  lawful  property  of  the 
claimant,  yet  that  he  was  property  hired  out  on  a  con- 
tract. Sir,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  in  the  doc- 
uments of  aiiy  such  thing.  As  gentlemen  have  made  this 
assertion,  let  them  show  Ub  the  proof— the  omu  probondi 
ia  certainly  on  them  :  for  the  contrary  is  in  evidence  before 
us.  Sir,  D'Auterive  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  ono 
cent,  if  he  had  hired  out  this  slave  by  his  own  voluntary 
act — he  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  the  insurer  of  his 
own  servant ;  but  can  it  be  pretended  that,  under  the 
Constitution,  my  property  may  he  taken  witliout  my 
consent,  and  yet  I  am  not  to  receive  a  just  compensation 
for  it  ?  Tliis  slave  was  either  taken  by  authority,  or  hired 
upon  contract.  If  he  was  taken  by  authority,  the  officer 
who  took  him  performed  a  patriotic  act,  and  ought  to  be 
commended,  and  his  ownerought  to  be  paid  for  his  loss  or 
injury .  It  is  not  necessary  to  prove  actual  violence — a  pos- 
itive order  from  a  Militaiy  Commander  in  authority  is  an 
impressment  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  If  the  impress- 
ment was  not  an  act  of  necessity,  let  the  office  be  Cen- 
sured or  punished  ;  but  surely  the  owner  is  still  to  be 
paid. 

Mr.  HAMILl  ON,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that,  after 
all  which  had  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  Was  very  fo- 
reign from  his  purpose  to  fatigue  the  fluuse  with  a  set 
speech  :  he  was  not  even  disposed  to  notice  some  very 
eztraurdinaty  portions  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Boaoss]  who  had  just  sat  down, 
whose  luxuriance  of  imagination  had  instructed  some,  and 
bad  entertained.many  who  had  heard  him.  In  deprecating 
the  evils  of  slaver)',  this  gentleman  had  said,  that  it  was 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Question 
had  not,  in  effect,  narrowed  the  spread  of  these  evils.  All 
this  may  be  perfectly  true  i  put  the  gentleman  may  give 
a  domestic  locality  to  his  regrets  :  for  it  happens  tliattbe 
State  he  represents,  small  as  it  is,  has  done  more  to  ex- 
tend these  evils,  than  any  State  in  this  Ctinfcdcracy,  in 
proportion  to  her  numbers.  If  tliis  argument  was  push- 
ed to  its  ultimate  consequences,  and  an  injury  to  slaves 
in  the  public  use  was  not  to  be  indemnified,  he  [Mr.  H.] 
presumed  that  every  species  of  property,  the  result  of 
slave  labor,  or  purohiued  by  the  importaiion  of  slaves, 
would  share  the  same  fate.  In  which  case,  if  property 
was  destrc^ed  in  the  public  use  hy  the  hand  of  an  enemy, 
in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  the  State  from  which 
the  geHtleman  came,  it  ought  not  to  be  indemnified  :  for 
he  believed  that  the  town  of  Bristol  had  been,  in  a  mea- 
sure, built  up,  and  owed  a  great  punion  of  its  prosperity 
to,  the  profits  of  the  atave  trade.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, discuss  what  might  prove  a  thorny  subject ;  be 
would,  therefore,  leave  the  gentleoMui  in  the  uudistivb- 
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ed  posienlon  of  the  enjoyment  which  his  eloquence 
was  no  doubt  ao  weM  CBlciiUted  to  confer.  I  rose  for 
another  purpose — nol  to  present  to  the  House  my  poor 
thought!,  bill  to  give  them  something  infinitely  more 
valuable.  On  rtterrine  to  the  Conjrreasional  Itegister 
of  the  secoml  session  oT  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  I  fiix! 
that  there  was  ih  that  Congress  a  very  distinguished  gen- 
tleman,  of  the  name  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Stoiirs,  of 
New  York,  at  that  time  considered  as  remarkably  and 
accurately  conversant  with  municipal  and  international 
law.  In  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  compensating  the  in- 
habitants on  the  Niagara  frontier,  for  the  injury  done  to 
their  property  by  the  enemy,  whilst  in  the  public  use, 
he  held  this  language,  and  employed  these  conchisive 
arguments  :  '*  What,  then,  is  the  Government  bound  to 
dp  ?  To  say  to  the  individual  so  circumstanced — As  you 
have  rendered  up  your  property  for  our  use,  we  arc  your 
insurers  :  after  you  have  placed  yourself  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law  of  nations,  you  shall  not  suffer  by  having 
done  so  ?  This,  said  Mr.  S.  is  what  I  call  a  peHect  obli. 
gation— a  perfect  moral  obligation."  [Here  Mr.  Stokrs 
came  and  took  his  seat  near  that  of  Mr.  H.  Mr.  Haxiltoit 
said,  that,  ahhougli  he  could  not"ea11  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep,"  yet  he  was  happy  to  find  that  his  extracts 
were  extracting  something  more  tangible  in  size  and 
shape.]  This  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  :  "Tht  question 
for  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  under  such  circumstan- 
ces is  a  question  not  of  charity  but  of  absolute  right  ;  the 
whole  of  it  turning  on  the  principle,  that  the  party  has, 
for  your  use,  exposed  his  property  to  destruction,  law- 
folly,  by  the  enemy.  It  is  unjust,  morally,  tliat  one  who 
has  thus  surrendered  up,  and  exposed  to  destruction  his 
property,  on  account  of  the  public,  should  himself  suffer 
that  loss  thereby,  which  the  public  ought  to  bear.  When 
you  take  the  property  of  a  citizen  for  public  use,  during 
war,  j  ou  brcame  the  insurer  of  it  against  every  act  of 
the  enemy — lawful  or  unlawtuL" 

In  another  part  of  the  debate,  this  gentleman  hulds 
this  language  :  **Mr.  Stob>s  mainlaiired  that  this  was 
not  a  proper  point  to  be  inquired  into  i  the  only  point 
material,  in  the  case  was,  whether  a  citizen,  by  surren- 
dering his  property  to  the  use  and  occupation  of  hia 
Gcvernmeut,  had  divested  it  of  its  private  character  : 
and  whether,  under  auch  circumstances,  it  has  been 
dehlroyed.  If  these  two  facts  were  shown,  the  Govern- 
ment, was  bottnd  to  make  up  the  loss  j  but  the  moment 
you  go  a  step  beyond  this  you  meet  an  artificial  difficul- 
ty of  your  own  creating.  Where  private  property,  in- 
deed, retaining  its  private  cliaracter,  becomes  the  sub- 
ject of  depredation  by  tlie  enemy,  as  when  the  vessel  of 
a  merchant  is  unlawfully  captured,  or  his  goods  wasted 
and  destroyed,  the  case,  though  a  hard  one,  gives  no 
claim  on  the  Government  fiir  indemnity.  It  comes  under 
the  general  case  of  losses  in  war,  and  must  be  borne  as 
it  may.  But  as  soon  as  he,  by  his  volunUiry  act,  gives  up 
his  property  to  the  public  use,  it  becomes  as  much  an 
instrument  of  war  as  a  cannon  is.  It  is  a  part  <if  the  ma- 
teriel of  war,  nnit  the  enemy  may  inflict  upon  it  what  in- 
iurtes  he  wdl,  lawful  or  unlawful :  he  may  even  destroy 
It  in  sport."  litis  gentleman,  at  the  close  of  the  debate, 
goes  on  to  say  t  **As  to  the  objection  of  the  act  of  1 816, 
[Mr.  Storbb  said,]  ii  was  one  wliicli  he  hanlly  knew  in 
what  way  he  ought  to  attempt  to  answer.  The  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Fon'sTTH,  of  Georgia,]  had  been  opposed  to 
that  act,  as  he  had  himself  informi^d  the  House — and  it 
could  hardly  be  expected,  therofure,  that  he  sitouhl  be 
in  favor  of  the  present  bill.  Out,  said  Mr.  S.,  let  us  see 
what  he  himself  proposes  respecting  slaves,  fie  would 
have  the  Gnveniment  pay  for  all  the  slaves  impressed 
during  the  last  war,  and  altcnvarda  l»st.  [Mr.  FossTTn 
explained,  that  he  did  net  refer  to  all  who  were  impress- 
ed but  to  all  who  were  impressed  kwtully.l  As  to  the 
lawfulness  of  the  ucti  of  the  officers  of  the  Government 


being  requisite  before  the  Government  will  pay  or  make 
reparation  for  them,  Mr.  S.  said  there  are  precedenU  in 
abundance,  on  our  statute  books,  which  contradict  auch 
a  doctrine. "  [Mr.  HANDOU>U  here  inquired  of  Mr. 
•HAMiLToir  whether  Mr.  Storrs  or  Mr.  Fomsm  bad 
made  thU  declaration.  Mr.  HAMILTON  said  it  was  Mr. 
Stobbs— and  that  it  would  seem,  from  the  whole  context 
of  that  gentleman's  argument  in  the  debate.  thMt  he  h«d 
thought  with  Mr.  FoastTH,  tliat  the  act  of  I816hadn(^ 
gone  far  enough.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON  resumed.  He  would  conclude  Uic 
extracts  he  proposed  reading,  by  exhibiting'  a  aontewhat 
different  commentary  -and  version,  tlian  those  which  have 
been  recently  presented,  of  the  case  of  HajtH-  Austin. 
"  Here  Mr.  Storm  referred  to  tlie  case  of  imleronity  to 
M^or  Austin,  f^tr  damages  obtained  against  him  for  act* 
done  in  the  discharge  of  an  official  duty,  and  to  several 
other  cases.  It  had  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
American  Government,  he  said,  when  any  of  its  ofEcen 
incurred  responsibility  in  the  honest  dischar^  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  official  duty  by  violating;  the  private 
rights  of  the  citizen^  to  indemnify  hun>" 

Mr.  H.  said,  liavtng  fulfilled  the  purpose  for  wb'ich 
he  rose,  wliicii  was  to  offer  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
claim  which  was  better  than  any  he  could  present  of  hii 
own,  he  would  no  longer  detaio  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  he  should  occupy  the  a^ 
tention  of  the  House  but  a  few  moments^  as  he  knew  iti 
patience  was  exhauatetl  by  this  protracted  debate.  Whea 
this  report  was  drawn  and  presented  to  the  Houae,  it 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  any  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee  that  a  discussion  of  two  or  three  weeks  would 
have  been  necessary  to  resist  or  explain  any  principle 
contained  in  it.  The  committee  do  not  now  perceive 
that  this  discussion  has  been  called  for  by  any  thing  con- 
tained in  the  report  Gentlemen  have  sought  for  matter 
in  the  resources  of  their  own  imaginations,  where<mt» 
base  their  arguments,  and  have,  in  some  instances,  l«t 
sight  of  the  report  altogether.  The  gentlemen  wha 
have  advocatetl  the  amendment,  with  the  exception  trf^ 
the  gentleman  from  MaryUnd,  [Mr.  Dorsbt]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Archkh]  Uuve  assumed, 
as  the  basis  of  their  ailment,  that  the  Committee  have 
denied  that  slaves  are  properly.  There  is  nothings  in  die 
report  which  will  justify  this  assumption.  The  gently 
men  who  first  spoke  tn  favor  of  the  »roend.Tient,  €»«U 
not  have  read  the  repon  with  attention  j  if  they  bad*  Mr. 
W.  said,  he  was  confident  that  they  would  have  come  to 
a  very  different  conclusion  from  the  one  they  seemnl 
now  to  have  arrived  at.  He  saitl  the  committee  bad  some 
right  to  complain  of  tlie  liberty  which  some  gentleman 
had  taken,  to  read  part  of  a  sentence,  and  then  trium- 
phantly to  ask  if  the  committee  had  not  stated  that  dares 
were  not  property  ^  The  genileraan  from  Maryland. 
[Mr.  KEHBjread  thus  &r,  "as  slaves  have  not  been  put 
01)  the  fuoiing  of  properly,"  when  if  he  had  read  the  sen- 
tence throiigli,  he  would  have  perceived  that  the  poi- 
lion  of  the  committee  is,  that  slaves  are  property,  but  net 
paid  for  when  tost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  service. 
The  genUeman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LivnrasToa]  thinks 
he  is  warranted  in  saying  that  tlie  Committee  do  not  be- 
lieve that  slaves  are  property,  from  the  circumstance  that 
they  have  not  made  use  of  the  term  "slave,  "  but  have 
substitule<l  that  of  "servant"  This  is  about  as  reasona- 
ble a  conclusion  as  any  that  has  beendrawn,  but  it  so  hap- 
pens in  this  case,  tliat  the  claimant  has  not  made  use  of 
the  term  "slave,*'  and  if  the  conclusion  he  correct,  as  to 
the  committee,  it  must  also  be  correct  as  to  the  claimant, 
and  then  he  does  not  believe  alaves  to  be  property,  or, 
sb  this  property  can  be  described  by  no  other  term  than 
that  of  slave,  then  the  claimant  has  not  bad  his  property 
injured  while  in  the  service,  and  presents  no  gO(*d  claiui 
for  indemnity. 
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If  gentlemen  will  uke  up  the  report  and  read  it  di»- 
fiassionaiely,  tliey  will  find  tlwt  the  oommtttee  do  con- 
sider that  ulaves  are  property,  but  of  that  kind,  which, 
heretofore,  il  lias  not  been  deemed  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  pay  for.  In  support  of  this  princi- 
ple, the  committee  have  referred  to  several  precedents; 
which  they  Ctinstdercd  applicable;  gentlemen,  how- 
erer,  bare  thou^t  otherwise,  in  all  the  cases*  except 
that  of  Purkill ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  in  all  of  the 
other  cases,  tlie  slaves  were  taken  into  the  service  by 
tlie  consent  of  the  master.  The  committee  state  a  ne- 
gative &ct ;  and  if  it  can  be  disproved,  it  is  for  (hose  who 
wish  to  adopt  a  new  principle  to  bring  forward  their  pre- 
cedents, and  prove  that  the  committ«e  are  incorrect.  We 
say  sIsTes  have  not  been  paid  for  when  lost  or  iimired  in 
the  service  t  If  they  have  been,  we  have  orerlooked  the 
cases,  and  it  la  incumbent  on  the  gentlemen  to  produce 
them.  We  believe  tliat  no  such  case  exists  ;  and,  if  it 
does  not,  the  committee  should  have  been  spared  the  im- 
putation of  having  introduced  liere  a  proposition  calcu- 
lateJto  excite  heat  and  ill  nature.  If  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  slwll  he  consequent  to  the  investigation  of  this 
case,  the  fault  will  be  elsewhere  than  with  the  commit- 
tee. Tliey  searched  through  all  the  reports  and  found 
no  case ,  nor  tlie  recognition  of  any  principle  which  would 
justify  them  in  submitting  a  proposition  to  gram  relief  \ 
and  tlicy  now  ask  of  the  House'  calmly  to  reflect,  and 
look  to  the  consequences  uhtch  mukt  follow,  if  the 
nmendment  is  adopted.  Slaves  wilt  be  liable  to  be  im- 
pressed into  the  service,  and  (he  condition  of  both  mas* 
ter  and  slave  will  be  comparatively  perilous.  Gentle- 
men have  Kud,  that  they  will  not  consent  to  have  arms 

J tut  into  the  hands  of  their  slaves,  but  that  they  are  wil- 
ing, in  times  of  great  danger,  that  their  staves  should 
be  put  into  the  trenches.  They  say  they  ard  peculiarly 
adapted  to  this  kind  of  employment,  and  that  they  are 
willing  they  should  be  put  to  tint  servitude  which  will 
increase  tlie  physical  strength  of  the  country  in  time  of 
.invasion.  If  the  principle  is  once  admitted,  that  daves 
may  be  impressed,  what  guarantee  has  the  master  that 
arms  will  not  be  put  into  their  hands  ?  And  if  they  are 
to  be  put  to  the  employment  to  which  they  are  adapted, 
may  tliey  not  as  well  man  the  liiies  as  the  trenches  i  I 
was  not  aware  that  the  sluve's  pillow  was  that  of  thorns, 
or  that  the  master's  midnight  slumbers  were  disturbed 
by  his  apprehensions  of  being  assass'nated,  as  has  been  so 
feelingly  depicted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  DsATToif.] 

The  committee  took  for  their  guide,  in  drawing  the 
report,  the  law  of  April  -Sih,  1816.  Some  gentlemen 
say,  that  the  case  is  brought  within  the  provisions  of 
that  law,  and  within  either  the  3d  or  5tb  seclions  of  it. 
Mr,  W.  said  he  thought  a  mtiment's  examination  would 
satisfy  tliem  of  their  error,  and  he  would  endeavor  to 
■hew  that  it  was  not  embraced  by  either  of  the  scC' 
tions.  fie  sMd,  that  two  rules  for  construii^  statutes 
should  be  home  in  mind  ;  the  first  was,  that  "a  statute 
which  treats  of  things  or  persons  of  an  inferior  rank  can- 
not, by  any  general  words,  be  extended  those  of  supe- 
rior." The  second  mic  was,  that  "one  part  of  a  statute 
must  be  so  eonstnied  by  another,  that  the  whole  may, -if 
possible,  stand." 

He  suid  titat  that  part  of  the  third  section  which  it 
was  neccsiiary  for  him  to  cite,  wus,  "That  any  perauii 
who,  ill  the  late  war,  aforesaid)  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any 
horse,  mule,  or  wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness, 
while  such  property,  was  in  tlie  niiUtary  service  of  the 
United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  contract,'''  Slc. 
Applying  the  rule  referred  to,  to  this  section,  and  all  ani- 
mals, and  all  vehicles  not  enumerated,  are  excludeil.  and 
the  case  now  befon:  us  is  not  within  tlie  purview  of  the 
section. 


The  5th  section  is,  "  That,  where  any  property  has 
been  irnpressed,  or  taken  by  public  authority,  for  the  use 
or  subsiatcnce  of  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shail  be  paid  the  value  (hereof, 
deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has  been  paid,  or 
may  be  claimeil,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  tlie  same,  while 
in  the  service  aforesaid." 

I'his  section  includes  all  articles  for  the  use  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army,  and  under  it  may  be  included,  all 
materials  f<>r  building  huts,  barracks,  fortifications,  and 
camp  equipage.  It  embraces  the  first  item  in  tlie  ac- 
count, and  those  coses  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hitchbll.}  Under  the  term 
subsistence,  is  included  all  eatables  and  drinksbles  ne- 
cessary for  provisioning  the  Army  i  but  no  one  has  ever 
aupMsed  until  now,  that  a  slave  was  included  in  either 
of  the  sections.  If  there  is  no  restriction  by  the  provi- 
sions  of  the  third  section,  the  two  sections  cannot  be  re> 
eonciled,  and  both  of  them  cannot  stand  i  and,  if  the 
construction  which  has  been  given  to  the  fifth  section  be 
correct,  there  was  no  neces^ty  of  enicting  the  third  sec- 
tion. 

The  Committee  could  have  had  no  other  motive  in 
nuking  a  decision  in  this  cose,  than  what  governs  them 
in  all  cases — an  ardent  desire  to  discharge  their  duty 
faithfully,  accorKliiig  to  the  principles  established  by  the 
law  of  1816,  and  the  utiiform  decisions  of  the  House. 
We  believed  the  claimant  by  these  principles  and  de- 
cisions to  be  without  a  remedy,  and  proposed  that  the 
same  provision  should  be  made  for  his  relief,  that  b 
adopted  in  the  case  of  a  militia-man  who  is  wounded  in 
the  service  \  and  this  recommendation  is  arraigned 
against  us,  as  proof  that  we  did  not  believe  slaves  were 
prf>r)erty.  The  Committee  did  think  that  the  sUve- 
bolders  would  be  willing,  if  their  slaves  had  been  injured 
in  the  public  service,  to  receive  a  compensation  equal 
to  what  is  given  to  a  militia-man  ;  but  if  it  is  the  {Mea- 
sure of  the  House  to  adopt  a  new  principle  and  pay  for 
slaves  it  otight  to  require  the  same  proof  in  support  of 
this  claim  that  it  has  in  other  cases.  In  all  instances 
where  other  property  has  been  impressed,  it  has  been 
the  practice  to  require  that  a  copy  of  the  order  be  pro- 
duced, stLthorizing  the  impressment,  if  an  order  issued, 
and  if  not,  tliat  uiere  was  a  necesm^  for  the  article 
taken,  and  this  fact  to  be  proven  by  the  Commanding 
Officer.  If  the  Commanding  Officer  was  in  the  service 
at  the  time  of  giving  his  cerMAcate,  it  lias  been  received 
without  oath  \  but  if  not,  his  oath  is  as  necessai^  as  that 
of  any  person  who  appean  as  a  witness.  In  this  case, 
notwiihstanding  the  respect  the  Committee  entertained 
for  the  character  of  Gen.  Carroll,  they  required  that  his 
stateinont,  in  relation  to  the  first  item  of  the  account, 
should  be  sworn  to,  before  they  would  receive  it  as  evi- 
dence. If  this  slave  is  to  be  paid  for,  we  hope  tlie  whole- 
some rules  which  have  been  adoptc-l  in  other  esses,  and 
necessarily  so  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition,  will  not 
now  be  violated.  If  the  tcs'iinony  is  examined,  it  will 
be  found,  that  there  is  no  proof  that  the  slave  elrer  was 
impresstd.  The  Commanding  General  directed  tlio 
Mayor  of  Kew  Orleans  to  hold  in  requisition  a  certain 
number  ot  hands.  This  order  was  transmitted  to  the 
Syndic  of  the  Parish  ;  but  whether  the  men  furnished 
was  by  impressment  or  contract,  is  nut  proven  by  the 
papers.  The  same  mode  was  obsen-ed  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gage and  the  munitions  of  war.  Impressment  was  un- 
iieccessary,  except  iti  a  few  instances  {  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  know  that  the  Commanding  General  needed 
further  aid,  and  it  was  furnished  without  compulnon.  If 
the  House  require  the  same  proof. in  this  case  which  it 
uniformly  has  done  in  other  cue^  the  amendment  can- 
not prevail  \  but  if  it  should  not,  all  the  esUbliihed  pnn- 
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ciplei  ar6  ovemiled,  md  a  new  era  in  the  settlement  of 
clums  will  commence. 

Mr.  OWEN  addressed  the  Chair.  It  is  not  merely 
the  monition  by  the  cry  of  question,  that  this  House  is 
now  prepared  and  anxious  to  decide  the  question  so 
Jong  under  debate,  thrt  will  prerent  me  from  detaininf; 
the  House)  nor  will  my  mendi,  nof  any  member  of 
this  Bouse,  after  what  I  have  already  wid  and  done,  be- 
lieve that  I  denre  further  delay.  Nor,  Sir,  should  I  now 
have  claimed  one  moment  of  your  time,  but  for  tlie  re- 
marks of  the  member  ftotti  Ohio,  who  is  repreBcnted  to 
have  attributed  to  me  opinions  in  relation  to  this 
question,  by  6r  less  liberal  than  those  he  had  just  given 
us.  I  therefore  call  upon  that  gentleman  to  correct  an 
error,  if  it  be  one,  which  arraigns  my  opinion  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Committee  to  which  he  now  belongs,  against 
the  opinion  I  have  advanced  in  this  debate.  Sir,  ne  has 
admitted  property  in  slaves,  and  he  ia  reported  as  Iiaving 
said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  "I  did  not  consider  a  slave 
property  in  the  abstract"  Sir,  this  ii  an  opinion  I  ne- 
ver entertuned,  nor  expressed  in  Committee  nor  else- 
where, nor  could  I  have  dreamed  that,  at  this  day,  I  should 
liave  found  it  due  to  myself  to  remove  a  shadow  oi  doubt 
in  i*elatiun  to  it  ;  for  it  mast  be  remembered,  that,  in  con* 
sequence  of  having  been  a  member  of  that  Committee  on 
■  hnm^r  occasion,  I  had  to  bear  raUier  a  prominent  part 
in  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  South  j  and  my  opin- 
ions upon  this  branch  of  such  rights,  in  another  case  not 
to  be  forgotten  by  the  members  uf  the  last  Congress, 
[Larche's  case.l  I  therefore  expect  and  call  upon  the 
member  from  Ohio  to  make  the  proper  correction. 

IMr.  WHITTLESEY  replied,  tliat  he  had  never  said, 
here  or  elsewhere,  that  the  gentleman^rom  Alabama  had 
entertained  or  expressed  such  an  opinion.  He  would  cer- 
tainly liave  done  him  injustice  if  he  had  so  represented 
him.] 

Hr.  OWEN  resumed.  My  main  object  is  attained 
Sir,  I  did  not  believe  it  possible  that  such  opinions  could 
have  been  by  him  ascribed  to  me,  though  such  is  the  re- 
port. But  the  exptanalion  is  full  and  satisfactory «  had 
It  been  otherwise,  I  should  hare  been  at  some  loss  to 
know  how  such  opinion  could  luve  been  called  out«  when 
the  main  object  of  the  defenders  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  to  show  that  no  such  pmnt  is  raised  in  rt  3e 
that  as  it  may— I  will  certainly  now  be  pardoned  for  adding, 
(hat  I  am  gratiBed  that  this  question  has  undergone  a  full 
discussion  ;  and,  so  far  from  my  having  regrets  at  the 
-  course  I  invited  the  House  to  pursue,  we  have  but  lit. 
tie  to  complain  of,  and  much  to  con^vtulate  ourselves 
on  in  the  course  of  tlie  debate — I  cannot  say  perfectly 
fairly  conducted  in  every  respect,  but,  so  far  as  our  main 
question,  I  mean  Southern  interest,  depended,  we  have 
hud  from  all  quarters  a  full  and  frank  avowal  of  property 
in  slaves,  and  of  its  inviolable  character,  and  more  espe- 
cially, that  this  Government  can  n^ver  disturb  that  ques- 
tion. Some  of  my  friends  have  expressed  to  me  regret 
Hhat  J  .called  for,  and  urged  this  investigation,  and  some 
Vfho  have  opposed  nic  have  also  regretted  it.  But,  fur 
myself,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  luve  no  regret. 
And  my  finrt  ground  Is  ilicmore  clearly  sustained  by  this 
very  debate,  that  if  there  was  an  unsettled  question  of 
great  magnitude,  the  greater  was  llie  necessity  for  delib- 
eration and  prompt  decision  ;  nw'.,  sir,  although  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  atld  any  thing  more  in  this  already 'too 
protracted  discussion,  1  must  be  permitted  to  remark 
that  the  range  of  the  debate  has  been  much  more  copi- 
ous, and  taken  a  latitude  much  wider,  than  1  anticipated. 
Still,  sir,  I  do  not  regret  it,  even  though  it  has  embraced 
within  iU  scope  all  things  connected  with  the  subject 
matter,  and  almost  all  tilings  that  are  not  connected  with 
i',  from  the  "opinion  written"  of  one  gcntlemin,  to 
the  splendid  picture  exlubilcd  by  another  of  "  military 
despotism,"  of  '*  mlliUry  usurpation     ami,  sir,  I  will 


add,  that  if  this  picture  was  intended  for  effect,  I  regret 
that  the  same  gentleman  had  not  again  brot^ht  to  cmt 
view,  as  he  did  in  most  glowing  colors  to  the  membet* 
of  the  18th  Congress,  his  picture,  presented  in  his  usnal 
style,  always  eloquent,  of'"  civil  corruption,"  of  *•  OMia- 
terial  influence"  in  elections  by  the  People  ;  «f  this  had 
been  given  us.  they  both  might  have  gone  to  the  peo- 
ple together.  But  as  the  lalLer,  in  every  age,  baa  pie- 
ceded  the  other,  it  is  right  to  preserve  the  chronolopcai 
order  in  which  he  has  presented  them.  My  slla- 
sion  is  to  the  debate  on  the  contested  election  from  the 
* ;  Norfolk  District,  Massacliusetls,"  in  tbelStb  Congreas. 
I  have  done.  I  hope  the  question  will  be  fKHreetiy  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  GURLET  said,  his  only  object  in  risii^,  was  to 
correct  some  of  the  errors,  into  whi^  genUemes  on 
the  opposite  side  had  fallen.  He  bhoiild  enter  into  ne 
general  discussion  of  the  question.  Different  genOemea 
had  opposed  the  amendment  on  .different  grounds.  A 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Ur.  S.  Woou]  SHd,  in  Ui 
remarks  to  the  House,  that  if  we  could  produce  dieTcr. 
diet  oF  a  jury  as  to  the  amount  of  the  damages  suataioM, 
he  would  consent  to  indemnify  the  claimant  to  thtf  ex- 
tent. We  have  produced  much  more  than  a  verdict 
[said  Mr.  GvklxxJ — we  have  produced  the  evidence  on 
which  a  verdict  ou^it  to  rest.  The  gentleman  from 
Hassachtisetta  [Hr.  At&SR]  acknowledges  that  penoaa 
are  property,  under  the  munidpal  laws  of  a  state,  ;  but, 
as  soon  as  they  are  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  ibe 
state,  they  cease  to  be  property,  coming  then  under 
what  he  called  the  imperial  or  universal  law  ;  and  in  cop- 
port  of  his  position,  referred  to  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  requires  that  slaves,  when  paaBngioto 
the  free  States,  shall,  on  application  of  the  masters,  be 
delivered  up.  Sir,  tliis  is  precisely  the  proof  to  which 
I  would  refer  on  the  other  side.  Why  aoe»  the  consti- 
tution say  they  shall  be  restored  *  For  a  reason  esacdy 
the  reverse  of  that  given  by  the  gentleman  ; — becsuK 
the  general  government  will  not  weaken  the  tenure  by 
which  that  property  is  held.  The  next  objection  started  i% 
that  if  you  adopt  ifi>^  principle,  great  public  injury  mait 
follov.  Instead  of  meeting  the  principle  itself,  this  ob- 
jection would  frighten  us  With  the  consequences  !  1( 
say  gentlemen,  we  pay  for  slaves  killed  or  injured  in  bat- 
tle, you  must,  on  the  same  principle,  pay  in  like  manner 
fur  minors  and  apprentices.  Well,  sir,  suppose  we  nnBlt 
— if  the  principle  is  a  sound  one,  where  is  the  objection  f 
t^et  us  pay.  1  am  ready  to  go  the  whole  extent  of  the 
principle,  let  its  application  be  ever  so  extensive.  But, 
Sir,  wlierc  did  Conjpras  get  the  power  to  call  out  m- 
nurs  ?  They  derive  it  frimi  the  constitution,  which  gives 
them  power  to  organize  tlie  militia  ;  but  the  constitution 
was  forme<l  by  the  free  citizens  of  these  States  for  them- 
selves and  their  descendants  forever  But  do  ntilitis 
mean  slaves  ?  Enlistment  is  a  contract.  Can  a  slave  be 
a  party  to  a  contract  with  the  Government  *  Surely  net. 
Sir,  and  where  then  is  the  analogy  }  The  constitutjoa 
gives  the  Congress  certain  powers  to  be  exerosed  upon 
those.'who  gave  them.  Dutdavesnevcrconfezredapar 
tide  of  that  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Buacxsl  la^ 
that  by  admitting  three  fifXhs  of  the  slaves  into  the  ratio 
of  representation,  you  increase  the  power  of  their  mas- 
ters. Granted.  But  if  at  the  framing  of  the  constiUltiol^ 
it  had  been  agreed  that  three  fifths  of  the  slieepofa 
northern  agriculturist  should  be  reckoned  in  the  nliiH 
must  not  the  bargain  be  maintained  ?  And  does  it  alter 
the  case  in  the  least,  whether  the  compact  was  to  reckoa 
slaves  or  sheep  ?  The  gentleman  also  says  that  ibis 
slave  was  taken  by  contract  t  where  is  tlie  evidence  f 
The  evidence  is  that  this  slave,  cart  and  hone  were,  to- 
gether with  othera,  put  in  requisition  by  the  Commander 
in  chief.   The  tranrtation  of  the  original  French  woid  ii 
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impreawd."  No  consent  of  the  miiter  can  be  tliewn. 
lit,  *upp<Mln^  there  was  a  contmct  t — if  I  loan  my  pro- 
ivty  at  a  certain  rate  of  compensation  t  and  it  afterwards 
ims  out  that  the  pervon,  who  hired  it,  pub  it  to  usee 
>ore  hasardous  than  were  known  or  contemplated, 
r  than  belongs  to  the  proper  use  of  that  species  of  pro- 
erty,  is  he  not  bound  to  mike  good  air^  low  which 
lay  have  accrued  in  consequence  *  IP.  howerer,  the 
entleman  from  Rhode  Island  will  produce  a  contraci, 
will  af^ree  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 
In  cases  of  hire,  the  owner  becomes  bis  own  insurer, 
nd  charges  accoi^ing  to  the  risk  to  be  run  {  but  there 
ras  no  hiring  in  this  case.  The  public  look  the  slave  ; 
tie  public  had  the  use  of  him  i  the  owner  was  deprived 
I  his  aervtcei^  and  in  a  great  measure  of  his  vslue  t  and 
he  question  is,  shall  the  public  remunerate  him.  This 
troperty  was  tsken  not  only  without  the  consent,  but  in 
be  absence  of  the  owner,  who  wss  at  the  lines  fighting 
he  enemy  of  bis  country  t  an  officer  is  sent  and  the  pro- 
lerty  taken  intn  the  public  service.  He  afterwards  finds 
nit  the  names  ol  the  respective  owners  and  gives  them 
'^rtificates  of  the  fact.  Is  this  no  impressment  *  Is  not 
he  government  bound  to  pay  1  Yes  surely  t  aanucb 
ks  if  a  file  of  soldiers  had  sidvanced  and  seized  tbem  at 
Jie  point  of  the  bayonet  But  the  gentleman  tirom  Rliode 
Island  employed  an  argument  of  a  different  kind — an  ar- 
irument  addressed  to  our  pride  and  patriotbm.  He  says 
t  is  Impossible  that  a  necesnty  could  have  existed  that 
would  justiry  the  impreiiment  t  that  at  such  an  hour  even 
sowards  would  flock  to  their  country's  standard.  Sir, 
permit  m«  to  tell  that  gentleman,  that  no  cowards,  but 
Lhat  brave  men  flocked  to  the  defence  of  tlieir  country 
on  that  occasion ;  that  not  a  part  but  all  her  citizens 
were  forward  to  press  into  her  ranks.  There  was  but 
one  feeling,  one  soul,  one  ambition,  and  that  was  who 
should  do  uie  most— who  sliould  offer  himself  and  his 
property  with  the  readiest  devotion.  But.  Sir,  it  will 
be  a  poor  consolation  to  Marigny  D'Auterivc,  to  tell 
him  that  a  certain  gentleman  frtvn  Rhode  I^nd,  paid  a 
very  eloquent  compliment  to  his  patriotism  and  bravery ; 
but  utterly  refused  to  pay  him  for  his  property.  Sir,  that 
gentleman's  compliments  will  not  restore  to  this  injured 
slave  the  use  of  his  eye,  nor  the  strength  ol  his  arm. 
No,  Sir,  there  was  no  sculking  on  that  occasion  :  all 
went  to  the  rampart  and  the  field  ; — the  contest  was  who 
should  get  there  first,  or  stay  longest,  till  the  beaten  en- 
emy retreated.  The  glories  of  that,dsy  were  not  achiev- 
ed by  ignoble  and  cowardly  hands.'  The  battle  of  New 
Orleans  was  fought  by  the  yeomanry  of  the  country, 
who  in  f)eace  cultivate  the  soil,  and  in  war  defend  it. 

Another  gentleman  says,  you  pay  for  property  lost, 
but  in  no  case  for  property  injured.  Sir,  look  to  what  was 
done  bi  the  case  of  the  claimants  for  the  reparation  of 
losses  on  the  Nugara  fh>ntier.  Did  you  pay  for  no  in- 
jured property  there?  TeSi,  Sir,  you  paid  those  claims  in 
Bioety-Buie  caaes  out  of  a  hundred.  But  the  moment  we 
bring  you  an  irg'ured  negro,  you  say  no !  the  government 
never  h^v e  paid  for  alaves.  Well,  Sir,  is  that  any  reason 
they  never  sliall  ?— that  they  never  ought  ?  But  then, 
you  must  pay  for  minors !  Sir,  when  tlist  case  arises,  I 
will  dedde  upon  it ;  it  Is  not  betere  us  now.  None 
doubt  that  itiis  slave  was  taken  i  he  was  taken  by  the  go- 
Teromentt  wounded  in  their  service  i  and  in  all  justice  we 
ought  to  pay  for  the  injury  sustained  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

The  question  on  the  smendment  moved  by  Hr.  Gun- 
LST  was  now  about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  WOODS,  <A  Ohio,  demanded  that  it  be  taken  by 
YeM  and  Nays.  They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and 
being  taken,  stood  ss  tdlowa  : 

VEAS.— Mark  Alexander,  Robert  Allen.  Willis  Alston, 
William  8.  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  Philip  P.  Barbour, 
David  Bjrker,  Jr.  D.  L.  Barringer,  John  Bell,  John  Blair, 
Vol.  IV.— ri 


Thomas  II.  Blake,  Williani  L.  Brent,  John  H.  Bryan,  R. 
A.  Buckner,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Samuel  P.  Carson,  John 
Carter,  Thomas  ChUton,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Jsmes  Clark, 
Henry  W.  Conner,  David  Crockett,  Henry  Daniel,  Tho- 
mas Daveaport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Robert  Deslia,  Clem- 
ent Dortey,  William  Drayton,  Edward  Everett,  John 
Floyd,  Va  ,  John  Floyd,  Geo.,  Tomlinson  Fort,  Joseph 
Fry,  Levin  Gale,  tSeorgeR.  Gilmer,  Benjamin  Gorham, 
Henry  H.  Gurley,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  James  Hamilton,  Jr. 
Charles  E.  Haynes,  Joseph  Healy,  James  L.  Hodges, 
Gabriel  Holmes,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  Jonathan  Jennings, 
Jeromus  Johnson,  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Geei-ge  Kremer, 
Joseph  Lecocnpte,  Pryor  Lea,  Isaac  Leffler,  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  Bdwsrd  Livingston,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Chitten* 
den  Lyon,  John  H.  Harable,  William  D.  Martin,  George 
HcDufBe,  Robert  M'Hatton,  John  H'Kee,  Charles  F. 
Mercer,  Thomas  Metcalfe.  Daniel  H.  Hiller,  Thomas  R- 
Mitchell,  James  C.  Mitchell,  Thomss  P.  Moore,  Gabriel 
Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  WiUIsm  T.  Nuckolls,  George 
W.  Owen,  James  K.  Polk,  John  Itandolpbr  James  W. 
Ripley,  William  C.  Rives.  Jt^o  Roan,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Alexander  Smytli,  James  B-  StevensoD, 
Joel  B.8utherUnd,  John  Taliafero,  Wiley  Thompson, 
StarlingTucker,  Daniel  Turner,  Espy  Van  Horn,  James 
Treavant,  John  Varnum,  G.  C.  Verplanck,  G.  C.  Wash- 
ington, Juhn  C  Weema,  Charles  A.  WicklifTe,  Richard  H. 
Wilde,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson,  Joseph  F.  Wingate,  Silas 
Wood,  Joel  Yancey— 96. 

NAYS.— Samuel  C.  Allen,  John  Andetsw,  Samuel 
Anderson,  Wm.  Armstrong,  John  Bailey,  Noye*  Barber, 
Stephen  Bariow,  Daniel  ^D.  Barnard,  Ichabod  Bwtlett, 
Mordecai  Bartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Philemon  Beecher, 
Titus  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Daniel  A.  A.  Buck,  Tris- 
tarn  Burges,  Samuel  Butman,  Samtiel  Chase,  John  C> 
Clark,  Richard  Coulter,  W.  Creighton,  jr.  B.  W.  Grown- 
inshield,  John  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Joseph  Duncan, 
Henry  W.  Dwi^t,  Joass  Earil,  jrw  Chauneey  Forward, 
Daniel  G.  Gsmaey,  Nathaniel  Garrow,  Inius  Gteen,  John 
llallock,  jr.  Jonatlian  Harvey,  Selah  R.  Hobble,  Michael 
Hoffman,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Ralph  J.  IngersoU,  Samuel  D. 
Ingham,  Kenseyjolins,  jr.  KicliardKeese,  Adam  King,  Jo- 
seph  Lawrence,  PeterLutle.  John  Locke,  Johnl^ng,  John 
Magee,  John  Haynard,  William  McCoy,  Rufus  Mclntire, 
Henry  Harkell,  Henry  C.Hartindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Sam- 
uel McKean,  William  H'Lean,  Orange  Hervrin,  Charles 
Miner,  John  Mitchell,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Jeremiah  O* 
Brien,  Dutee  J.  Eearcc,  Isaac  Pearson,  David  Plant, 
William  Ramsey.  John  Reed,  William  Russell,  John 
Sargeant,  John  Sloane,- Oliver  H.  Smith,  William  Stan- 
berry,  John  B.  Sterigere,  Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  R. 
Storrs,  John  G.  Stower,  Samuel  Swan,  Bet\jamin  Swift, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Hedge  Thompson,  Pliineaa  L.  Tracy, 
Ebenezer  Tucker  Joseph  Vance,  Samuel  P.  Vinton, 
George  B.  Wales,  Aaron  Ward,  Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 
Elisha  WhitUesey,  Lewis  WilUanw,  James  Wilson,  Jdhn 
J.  Wood,  John  Woods,  David  Woodcock,  George  Wol( 
John  C.  Wright— 92. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Tbitbsdit,  JiirtTAKT  34,  1838. 
RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  resumedthe  consideration  of  theresolutions 
moved  by  Mr.  Ckiltoit  on  the  Slst  January. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  that  he  disliked,  in  a  second  in- 
stance, to  refer  to  the  same  subject  which  had  already 
been  discussed,  and  to  consume  even  a  smaU  portion  of 
the  time  of  the  House  t  but  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
his  constituents,  and  to  himself,  compelled  him  to  offer  a 
I  few  remarks  in  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
i  man  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Barrbt]— because,  nod  he. 
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thit  gentleman  Hh  rnwle  me  tlie  subject  of  a  pujinff  no- 
tice. He  seemed  to  consider  me  a  bird  of  nigbt,  and 
treated  me  accordingly.  The  gentleman  amused  him- 
self for  a  considerable  time  with  a  recitation  of  a  pn^ion 
of  poetrytwbtcb  he  seemed  to  repeat  with  much  pleasure; 
whether  he  amused  the  House  or  not.  1  fdiall  not  UmJer- 
take  to  decide.  I  hare  been  taught  to  believe  that  age 
and  ^outh  are,  in  some  respects,  subject  to  the  same  ex- 
ception—superannuation  in  the  one  case  producing  the 
same  e^ect  as  imbecility  in  the  other.  The  same  remark 
may*  perhaps,  be  applied  to  the  statements  of  tliat  honor- 
able gentleman  and  myself.  He  seemed  to  insinuate 
that,  as  I  had  attended  here  only  afisw  days,  ergo,  or 
therefore,  it  was  arrogant  in  me  to  bring  the  solitary  and 
insulated  interest  of  my  constituents  before  Congress. 
The  gentleman  might  rerhaps,  have  convinced  himself, 
as  became  very  near  to  convince  me,  that  my  proper 
course  would  be  to  return  home,  and  commit  the  Inter- 
ests of  myseir  and  my  constituents  to  his  care-  The 
gentleman's  age  and  experience  certainly  entitle  him  to 
great  regard;  and  I  had  thought  tliat,  while  the  hoary 
hairs  age  were  entitled  to  respect,  from  superannuation, 
the  weakness  and  inexperience  of  youth  might  be  enti- 
tled to  some  Bmall  portion  of  bis  Christian  charity.  1  had 
nerer  understood  that,  on  the  floor  of  this  Hall,- tlie  pri- 
Tikges  of  members  were,  inany  respect,  difTerent  from 
each  other.  The  aged  here  I  certunly  venerate,  and  am 
even  prepared  to  bll  at  their  feet,  and  receive  tlie  lessons 
of  insbnctkm,  by  so  doing,  I  cnild  in  the  least  advance 
the  cause  of  my  country  and  of  my  constituents.  It  has 
been  said,  however,  that  the  aged  ought  to  remember 
that  they  once  were  young,  while  the  young  ought  not  to 
fotget  that  they  one  day  may  be  old.  Youth,  from  its 
ardour  and  eagerness,  may  indeed,  Mmetimes  go  beyond 
vhatduty  requires  t  bnt  let  the  aged  also  remember, 
that  ihey  cannot  arrogate  all  the  nglits  to  themselves. 
Wh^  wasi  sent  here  by  my  constituents  '  Was  it  to  sit 
in  silence  when  their  rights  were  involved?  When,  on  ri- 
mng,  I  was  honored  witli  at  least  the  partial  attention  of 
the  House,  had  I  sat  silent  I  should  have  failed  in  re- 
deeming those  pledges  which  I  gave  to  my  constituents. 
1  represent  a  pimion  of  the  People  of  these  United  States; 
and  the  only  difference  which  oug^it  to  exist  here,  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  young,  is  in  the  difTerent  degi-eea 
of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Republicanism.  'I'he 
gentleman  ought  to  remember  that  an  old  Kepreseiitalive 
is  sometimes  superseded  by  a  young  one,  who,  when  he 
makes  his  first  debut,  ts  sometimes  found  to  be  better  qua- 
lified than  his  ptedecessor.  Admonition  from  the  aged 
shall  always  be  received  by  me,  in  kindness  and  with 
thanks,  when  it  is  not  carried  so  far  that,  in  complying 
with  it,  I  must  neglect  my  duty.  When  it  goes  to  this 
length,  I  shall  take  my  own  course.  1  am  well  aware  that 
I  have  attacked  an  important  and  dangerous  subject. 
IVhy  t  Because  I  have  brought  Oie  matter  at  once  to  the 
threshold.  Sech  was  my  design.  1  resolved  to  attack 
extravagance,  whether  it  sliould  be  found  in  this  Hall,  or 
in  any  of  the  Department*  of  Government.  1  am  inform- 
cd,by  friends  of  great  respectability,  that  many  have  been 
deterred  from  advocating  the  cause  of  retrenchment,  by  an 
apprehen«on  that  they  should  be  Considered  as  posHew 
ing  a  niggard^  spirit,  and  accused  of  great  temerity,  if 
they  iliould  venture  to  say  that  matters  here  do  not  go 
on  quite  right.  1  am  willing  to  encounter  such  imputa> 
tions,  and  am  prepared  to  fall  a  victim  under  them. '  My 
country  is  more  to  me  tlian  the  good  opinion  of  any  body 
of  men.  Duty  to  my  constituents  shall  always  be  my  po- 
lar star.  I  have  not,  therefore,  hesitated  lo  atUck  a 
system  of  profusion,  however  formidable.  My  fate  i.1 
with  the  House,  with  the  eommumty,  with  my  God,  and 
my  constituents. 

.  1  trtut  I  need  say  noUiing  more  on  the  high  standing 
and  experience  of  the  gentleiraQ  from  Morytaud,  nor  on 


his  rhymes.    I  will  not  say  they  were  toleraWe,  but  I  wiB 
say  they  were  like  the  breeze — they  passed  off.    1  most 
confess  I  did  not  derive  from  them  much  light  on  the  sib- 
jecl  af  retrenchment    I  acknowledge  they  might  have 
done  fiM-  trimmings,  but  not  for  the  snbstance   of  aa» 
thing.    The  gentleman  in  the  next  place  atUcks  the  po- 
licy of  my  aigument,  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  our  nobk 
selvca,  as  he  called  us.    I  know  that,  when  I  approach  i 
great  many  of  the  menjbers  of  this  House,  I  touch  a  very 
ten<ler  point    Sir,  the  British  Parliament  has  been  refer- 
red to.    God  forbid  that  they  should  be  my  text  book— 
the  Lord  defiend  us  agunst  the  British  parliament,  and  a£ 
things  connected  with  the  Briti^  Government.   It  wai 
against  it  that  we  revolted,  and  it  shall  never  be  my  no- 
del,  for6nance,  or  for  any  thing  else  i  unless  genrtlenn 
want  to  see  here  a  sinking  fund  and  debt  like  that^ef  Crest 
Britain.   Another  point  in  the  gentleman's  remarks,  vai 
this,  that  our  present  pay  is  not  extravagant,  becssK 
gentlemen  wish  to  have  their  wives  and  chiulrea,  and  ttr- 
vants,  and  I  suppose  many  others  attending  here  wiii 
them  1  because,  when  once  you  begin,  there  ia  no  step- 
ping place.    All  the  members,  however,  are  not  ao  hap- 
pily situated— whether  the  possibility  might  be  extended 
to  all,  by  sufficiently  squandering  the  public  imney,  I 
cannot  say  ;  but  one  thing  I  will  say  to  the  g^tkiBM^ 
that,  ir  he  is  not  happy  here  without  his  fkmily,  he  mtj 
be  liBppy  with  them  at  home.    There  is,  I  presume,  m 
compuIsoiT  process,  wh'.ch  obliges  htm  to  Mtend  hcR; 
and  though  his  seat  may  not  be  so  ably  filled,  yet  I  darirt 
not  that  his  district  will  continue  to  be  represented,  rves 
if  he  shall  magnanimously  decline  coming  again  to  Co» 
gress  without  his  family.    His  use  of  hia  pay  is  a  &At 
more  surprising,  and  somewhat  amunng.     How  is  it  ci- 
pended  t  for  as  1  understood  the  gentleman,  none  cfit  ii 
treasured  up — it  is  expended,  it  seems,  in  liberal  donstioai 
10  charitable  objects  t  this,  with  me,  is  a  strong  tcasoa 
why  1  would  not  give  it  to  them.    There  are  divers  wtjt 
and  means  of  converting  the  public  Treasury  into  a  m- 
chine  to  promote  our  private  purposes.    A  contiBgeat 
fund  furnishes  a  tremendous  machine  for  pulling  down  on 
republican  institutions.    The  pay  of  a  member  of  C«* 
gress,  and  his  franking  prtvileges,  may  easily  be  wmdt 
vehicles  by  which  documents  cslculatnl  to  adrance  cm 
parly  and  pull  down  another,  may  beccMive;^edfroatiat 
to  time,  and  from  place  to  place.    The  object  in  eadi 
caae,  is  to  advance  himself.    Building  temples,  at  the 
expence  of  the  (iovernment,  is  certainly  a  very  laudaUe 
employment    1  justify  my  venerable  friend  for  such  as 
application  of  his  pay.   1  am  even  pniKl  to  think  thath 
is  apphed  to  the  erection  of  temples,  and  1  hope'hunbl; 
tliiit  he  is  a  worshipper  -  therein.   Yet  I  connder  it  of 
great  importance  that  our  wages  should  be  reduced 
We  could  not  then  bring  our  families  with  us,  it  is  Inie, 
but  at  present  we  certainly  receive  more  than  is  neces- 
aaiy  to  support  ourselves  decently.    We  pay  for  our  boaid 
from  £10  to  $IS  a  week.    Our  pay  amounts  to  $56  s 
week.    What  becomes  of  the  balance  t   Sir,  I  would  not 
convert  tbu  Hall  into  a  set  of  exchange  rooms,  iota  aa 
office  for  money  changers.    I  would  rather  instate  tlw 
illustrious  exsmple  which  has  been  set  us,  and  and  torn 
over  the  tables  of  the  inonty-changers.    To  do  so,  woriW, 
in  my  opinion,  evince  devotion  to  our  country.    But  'i 
many  must  sjt  here  as  mere  blanks,  they  would  certainly 
be  better  at  home.    We  should  either  determine  at  onee 
to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  or  else  to  reduce 
our  wages  to  such  a  sum  as  will  enable  any  gentleman  to 
keep  his  seat  here.    And  for  tt:is  purpose,  six  dollars  a 
day  is,  in  my  opinion,  amply  sufficient. 

The  gentleman,  in  one  part  of  Uin  speech  also  alhided 
to  tlie  school  at  West  Point ,  and  be  seems  to  gltny  in 
the  prospect  of  tliat  Institution.  It  seems  he  lias  been 
there,  and  seen  the  effects  of  the  system.  But  f,  air  op- 
pose that  school  for  the  best  of  all  reasons.   Its  ben^ls 
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given  to  the  rich  ind  the  well-born.  Few,  if  any,  of 
the  poor,  receive  imy  benefit  fVom  it.  It  is  poulble  thpy 
may  share  in  more  of  them  when  the  system  is  extended. 
In  peace,  its  advanfa|^s  are  certainly  inciftisiderable,  if, 
indeed,  it  has  any  at  ail.  The  poor  man  can't  spare  his 
chikl.  He  ctiltivates  the  soil,  and  many  families  sub/iat 
entirely  on  the  indiisliy  o£  their  sons.  These,  therefore, 
w«  detained  at  hom^  and  are  taxed  for  an  institution  of 
tiiis  kind,  fai  thett  remarks,  I  do  not  allude  to  any  piir< 
yoae  of  discontinuinfp  the  institution  {  but  I  would  cer- 
tatnhr,ftvoid  all  supernumeraries. 

The  calculation  of  the  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  is  certainly  very  peculiar.  His  opinion  nnd 
BDine  differ  very  widely.  But  the  difference -will  be  ad- 
juited      lime.    I  still  hold  the  position  that  mitch  of  onr 

Eiibfie  revenue  is  derived  from  the  public  lands— u  e  all 
now  thia— and  C  repeat  it,  if  we  merely  wade  now,  wiiat 
must  be  our  condition  when  this  seurce  of  revenue  Is  ex. 
katwted  ?  The  gentleman,  indeed,  has  told  us,  that  we 
•hall  have  abundance  of  tifese  lands  on  hand  two  hundred 
jean  bence.  But  this  is  a  mere  chimera.  If  the  Hoase 
will  but  for  one  moment  investigate  the  immense  expense 
wlucb  these  lands  cost  to  the  Government,  they  cannot 
ful  to  see  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  whole  were 
^Tcn  awajr.  An  annual  appropriation  is  called  for — yes, 
mCt  aad  an  annual  appropriation  is  made — infinitely  mere 
than  that,  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  lands.  Hence  gen. 
tlemen  are  greatly  mistaken,  if  they  consider  the  public 
lands  asan  eternal  source  of  revenue.  And  if  the  present 
•yatem  in  relation  to  them  shall  be  persevered  in,  the  Go. 
vemmen^  ere  long-,  will  discover  that  tliey  luve  paMcd  a 
boame  from  which  they  cannot  return. 

X  need  not  advert,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  (o  the 
irentlemen's  systematic  plan  of  electioneering,  or  to  those 
borses  which  he  caHeJ  poneya,  and  whlcli  he  tol  1  us  were 
so  trained  as  of  themselves  to  approach  every  man's  door. 
No  doubt  tiiey  did  so  to  carry  some  ^otnt  of  aspirants  to 
ottce.  But  this  I  consider  whMy  aside  frmn  the  merits 
•f  the  question. 

The  gentleman  also  proposed*  if  I  would  agree  with 
him,  to  receive  no  pay  whatever  fur  his  tervices,  and  al- 
low  the  whole  of  iirs  wages  to  go  towards  the  discharge 
«f  the  public  debt.    That  gentleman  may  be  able,  from 
hit  circumstances,  to  do  this,  but  if  made  a  general  rule, 
it  woald  operate  very  unequally.    If,  however,  the  gen> 
tieman  will  satisfy  me  that  his  pecuniary  circumatunces 
are  the  same  as  mine,  I  pledge  myself  to  ^  band  in  hand 
with  liim^  and  am  witling  to  measure  patriotism  with  him 
by  his  own  scale.    A  remark  fell  from  honorable 
jtiend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BucfAiriit]  ta  relation  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor.    Injustice  to  tliat  ulBcer,  1  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  that  he  was  not  designed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  operation  of  the  inquiry  proposed.    1  did  nut 
den^  any  individual  In  particular.    They  are  all  un~ 
known  to  me,  as  I  to  tbetn.    But  I  still  believe  that  there 
are  more  Auditors  tlian  necessary,    t  believe  thtre  are 
•mne  ttiat  might  safely  be-dispensed  with.    As  an  excep- 
tion, however,  I  name  with  pride  and  pleasure  the  Third 
and  F.fth  Auditors,  and  the  Postmaster  Ucneral.  These 
officers,  I  believe  to  be  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.    I  do  not  say  that  all  others  are  not  so  (  but  I  be- 
lieve that  some  might,  with  advantage,  be  diseontinaeil. 
A  aound  discretion  most  be  exercised  in  this  matter.  I 
«vi^  the  House,  however,  distinctly  to  understand,  that 
tbe  Fifth  Auditor  is  not  designed  by  me  lo  be  discontinu- 
ed.  But  as  1  believe  that  there  are  too  many  Atid>tors,  I 
care  not  which  of  tliem,  in  point  of  numerical  successiui), 
«hall  be  stricken  from  the  list, 

Tbe  gentleman  further  remnrketl,  that  I  should  have 
investigiited  this  subject  myself,  and  not  have  turned  over 
the  task  to  miters.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
wade  tlirougb  all  the  intricacies  of  this  subject  I  am 
clothed  vitn  no  power  to  approach  mi  indivultitl  or  an 


office.  InfArmation,  I'f  given  to  me,  ts  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. But  when  a  Committee  of  this  House  shall  be  in- 
vested with  authority,  the  doors  must  open,  tbe  papers 
must  be  exhibited,  and  this  is  my  object. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr.  McVvrnB] 
haa  recommended  a  division  of  the  resolution,  and  the  re- 
ference of  iu  several  parts  to  different  Committees  of  ilio 
House.  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  con(.ent  that  this  honorabia 
body  shall  dispose  of  the  resohilinn  just  as  it  shall  please. 
My  pledge  is  redeemed.  I  could  redeem  it  by  no  other 
means.  I  have  done  my  duty  by  submitting  the  resolu* 
(ton,  and  if  that  gentleman  shall  offer  any  plan  for  divid' 
ing  nr  subdividing  it,  I  assure  him  I  shall  not  take  it  un- 
kindly ;  on  the  contrafy,  I  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  tint 
gentleman,  in  any  arrangement  he  may  propose.  I  woidd 
only  observe,  that,  if  we  begin  tofritteraway  the  resolu- 
tion,  I  fear  the  object  of  it  will  never  be  aocomplislied. 
If  it  shall  be  thou^t  best  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  I  shall  be  entirely  satisfied.  The  evil  m 
a  crying^evil  i  I  have  no  dopbt  of  its  existence  ;  and  I 
want  to  know  how  the  contingent  fund  is  appropriated. 
I  will  therefore  Aig^fest  a  modification  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  then  mt^ified  tbe  second  resolution,  by  in- 
troducing, after  the  words  "with  instruction,"  the  wwds 
"to  inquire  into  and,**  so  as  to  make  it  read  i 

"That  tbe  fbregoing  resolution  be  refrrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  Instructions  to  inquire 
into  and  report,"  &c. 

This  modification  is  designed  solely  to  accommodata 
the  wishes  of  tbe  House.  I  have  not  the  slightest  wiaU 
to  embarrass  any  gentleman  on  the  floor.  All  I  wish  ii 
an  inquity  t  when  that  it  made  I  shall  be  content.  I  can 
then  retttm  to  my  constituents,  and  say  to  tbcra  whether 
the  impression  I  had  on  this  subject  is  true  or  false.  Any 
proposition  of  gentlemen,  with  a  view  to  this  object,  will 
be  Uken  kindly  by  me.  I  have  no  right  or  power  to 
dictate  lo  this  House.  I  am  positive  only  on  one  thing, 
and  that  ill  that  we  ihaU  resut  lo  a  system  of  retrenG& 
ment. 

Mr  RANDOLPH  said,  when  the  gentleman  fVem  8. 
Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yesterday,  to  lajr  this  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  oi  renewini; 
it.    But,  understanding  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I 
did  not  because  I  could  not  renew  it.    The  gentlenuR 
from  South  Carolina,   wiMi  that  courtesy  and  comity 
which  we  all  ought  to  riiew  to  one  another,  did,  subse- 
quently, with<lraw  hu  motion,  in  order  to  give  an  ap^ 
portunily  to  the  gentleman  who  moved  it.  and  wbolua 
now  just  taken  his  seat,  to  make  explanations.    That  op- 
portunity having  been  ample,  I  should  be  content  to  let 
the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel  myself  pledged  (to  use 
an  expressron  which,  though  parliamentary,  is  not  strict- 
ly grammatical)  tu  the  cause  of  retrenchment.   I  shall 
say  a  few,  a  very  fiew  words,  in  order  to  explain  tlui 
course  1  am  about  to  take,  and  which,  otherwise,  might 
appear  to  militate  against  that  cause.   Sir,  I  do  believe, 
that  retrenchment  is  required,  both  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  country,  and  by  tiie  voice  of  the  public.  I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^ 
on  my  left,  [Mr.  Bochaitak]  in  all  he  advanced,  (in  as 
far  as  that  went.)  I  am  cleaHy  of  opinion  that  this  is  a 
case  in  which  reformation,  like  charity, (I  mean  modem 
charily)  begins  at  home— at  least  it  ought  to  beg^n  at 
home.    I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no  economical 
Government  could  ever  inliabit  such  a  House  as  this ;  I  do 
believe  we  never  shall  have  an  economical  Government  in 
such  an  establishment  as  the  present.    This,  however* 
may  be  a  peculiar  opinion  of  mine.    Tes,  sir,  refiirma- 
tion  must  begin  at  home.    I  do  not  mean  in  our  own  ca> 
sea  as  members — I  am  not  going  to  start  the  per  diem 
question — God  forbid  '.  We  had  enough  of  tliat  when  we 
sat  in  the  brick  btulding,  over  the  way,  (where  I  shoitld 
be  vay  glad  we  sat  now.)   I  befieve  ttr,  tint  wbateref 
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abuses  may  exist  elsewhere,  we  can  go  with  them,  pari 
pattu,  at  home,  and  shew  ftn  eqoal  case  uf  abuse.  But, 
sir,  this  is  not  "the  accepted  time'* — and  in  saying  this, 
1  do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  some  of  the  orators  over 
the  water,  who  neref  will  find  an  '^accepted  time"  f<iT 
parliamentary  or  economical  reform.    Every  efibrt  that  is 
made  now,  will  only  recoil  on  those  who  make  it — will 
injure  the  cause,  not  further  it.   One  of  the  greatest  men 
and  best  patriots  that  ever  lived,  I  mean  John  De  Witt, 
when  asked  how  he  managed  to  ^t  througli  so  much 
business,  replied,  that  he  managed  it  **by  d«ng  one  thing 
atatime"  Now,  ur,  I  believe  tliat  ve  have  "one  thing 
needfiil"  to  do,  and  I  am  fur  doing  it.    1  will  not  indicate 
further  than  1  have  done,  what  thai  *S>ne  thing"  is 
say,  let  us  bring  to  bear  upon  that  object  the  whole  of 
our  strength,  all  out  rajs,  light  and  heat,  into  one  focus. 
Sir,  we  know  that  even  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  highest  and 
raostpslmy  stide,  could  not  succeed  in  certam  reforms 
lie  wished  to  introduce.   And  why,  sir  ?  Because  there 
was  a  countervailing  undcr>current,  too  strong  even  for 
him  to  stem. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  the  number 
of  resolutions  which  are  to  be  taken  up  regularly  every 
morning— debated  for  an  hour  throughout  the  session, 
and,  at  the  end  of  it,  left  unfinishe<l,  with  the  unfinished 
^leecb  of  some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  them ;  «nd  this 
resolulioD  wtU  iiwilUbly  take  that  course,  unless  you  re- 
vise  your  rules  and  orders,  or  unless  the  House  will  join 
me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to  make.  Sir,  I  will  not  enter 
upon  one  uf  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  far> 
ther  than  to  say  one  word  in  respect  to  the  school  at  West 
Point.  Sir,  that  School  is  a  contrivance  to  educate  the 
sons  of  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  poor.  But  I  will  not, 
by  fartlier  entering  into  this  mbject,  brmg  all  that  force 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be  enlisted  in 
defence  of  that  Institution.  I  am  fbr  di4ng  one  thing  at 
a  timo — but  it  is  neverUielen  true,  tlwt  every  poor  man 
ill  this  cDuntiy  who  buys  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  peck  of 
salt,  or  as  much  iron  ss  will  point  his  plough  share,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  cadets  from  West  Point, 
"you  were  educated  at  my  expense."  Yes,  sir,  be  can 
say  this,  and  how  would  the  young  man  feel  under  such 
circumstances  ?  Certainly  as  I  would  not  feel  for  any 
consideration  that  can  be  umed. 

1  had  ratiier  that  a  son  of  mine  should  be  obUged  to 
muke  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  write,  than 
that,  while  his  father  was  capable  of  bearing  all  the  ne- 
cessary chafes,  he  should  be  «iucated  at  the  public  ex- 

Eense.  Sir,  I  make  no  reflections :  for  the  only  man  I  ever 
new,  who  was  educated  under  such  drcumstances,  is 
as  eatnnable,  as  worthy,  and  as  true  •  man  as  any  that 
lives.  1  never  knew  but  one.  Sir,  it  is  just  as  easy,  that 
two  bodies  should  occupy  the  same  space,  as  that  all 
these  irons  should  be  in  tiie  fire  at  the  same  time,  and 
none  of  them  should  bum.  As  lung  as  we  have  this  dead 
weight  against  us^  reforotation  is  imposoible.  I  defy  the 
committees  to  accompUah  any  thing— you  may  turn  them 
all  into  the  DepartmenU  and  lliey  will  do  nothing  ;  and 
vhcn  I  say  this,  do  I  mean  to  cast  any  personal  reflec- 
tions ?  Certainty  not— not  at  all  air— 1  have  already  said 
that  Mr.  Jefferson,  even  in  his  highest  and  most  palmy 
state,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt.  Sir,  there  are  certain 
interests  here  which  were  too  strong  for  him— they  are 
stronger  than  the  President,  and  stronger  tlian  the  Peo- 
ple. I  now  move  yoa  that  tlus  rescriution  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble, never  to  be  taken  up  again,  with  my  consent,  duruig 
the  present  session. 

The  question  now  being  about  to  be  pot  on  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  Mr.  CULPEPBRdumanded  that 
it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  off^d  to  withdraw  the  mo 
tion,  if  the  gentleman  ftora  North  CaroTma  wislied  to  sub- 
imt  any  reaia^  to  the  House. 


Mr.  CULPEP£R  declining  to  do  so, 
Mr.  ARMSTRONG  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
lution  as  modified.    It  having  been  read,  accordingly. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  asked  that  the  propontions  in  the  iv 
s»1ution  might  be-sepanted,  so  that  a  TOte  might  be  takes 
on  laying  on  the  table  each  by  itself. 

The  SPRAKER  pronouneed.  tliis  not  to  be  in  order  « 
and,  thereupon. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  wlMle 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — Yeas  47 — 
149. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  the  followingamendme«t  i 
"  Raohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean 
be  instnicttd  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  Ibis  House 
what  officers,  in  their  op'mion,  majr  be  roost  advantage, 
ously  discontinued,what  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  re- 
duction, and  such  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them 


nmv  seem  necessary."  „  , 

The  SPEAKER  bow  announced  that  tl*e  bour  alkMed 
to  the  conrtdwation  of  resolutions  had  expired,  wl»» 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  rte 
day  for  the  purpose  of  continuing,  and,  if  poaiihkr* 
ing,  the  present  discussion. 
The  motion  prevailed,  Ayea  84,  Noea  82. 
The  resolution,  as  modified  having  been  again  read- 
Mr.  CULPEPER  said  he  Aould  rote  agaimt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yotk.l>eeanae  il 
does  not  go  to  the  fall  extent,  if  aiqr  icform  be  necty; 
but  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  mm 
Kentucky,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  atop  at,  or  be 
content  with  thereferenceto  a  committee,  butpumteitto 
some  practical  result.    And  I  will  pled|^  myself  (said  Mr. 
0.)  to  go  with  the  gentleman  the  full  length.    As  to  die 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Peimsylvaa^  that  «• 
should  begin  with  a  redudiun  of  our  own  etmipcnaatio^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.    He  says  that  the  per  diem  al- 
lowance to  members  is  too  low  to  compensate  fcc  oar 
loss  of  time,  though  more  than  sufficient  for  our  support 
while  here.   Sir,  (said  Mr.  C)  I  have  not  patriobsA 
enougli  to  devote  my  time  to  the  public  for  a  bare  sup- 
port.   My  family  are  to  be  provided  fw,  and  1  shall 
for  the  compensation  I  deem  just,  and  use  my 
support  myself,  to  pay  my  debts,  to  support  my  bnly, 
&c.  just  as  1  would  the  avails  of  my  labor  on  my 
or  any  where  else  :  and  1  deem  eight  dollaia  about  a  pr^ 
per  compensation,  and  1  shall  never  vote  tor  lesa,  formr 
that  that  compensation  may  end  the  3d  March,  &c  Bat 
the  gentleman  expresses  a  hope  that  wc  have  passed  the 
middle  of  the  sesuon,    Paa*ed-tbe  middle  of  the  aeasion! 
And  what  liave  we  done  ?   Wa  have  IMuaed  one  bUl  to  ^ 
propriate  money  to  pay  onr  own  salaries  t  and  ifweaieto 
progress  in  the  same  way,  jud^ng  of  our  pn^reaa  info* 
ture  from  the  past,  we  shall  pass  one  more  bill ;  and  vftat 
bill  is  that  to  be  i   Not  the  tariff*.  I  presume  :  for.  thoogb 
many  gentlemen  are  ar.xious  for  the  pawge  €»f  that 
yet  the  resolution  authorizing  the  committee  to  send  fcr 
persons,  &c.  has  I  expect,  put  the  passage  of  that  bill 
out  of  dispute,  if  we  are  to  rise  the  3d  of  March.  Te^ 
sir,  the  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defunct,  is  rocked  to 
sleep  for  the  present,  if  we  are  to  have  a  short  aeaawi. 
Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman,  if  be 
desires  reform,  to  amend  his  resolution,  and  refer  the  sab- 
ject  of  it  to  a  select  committee,  and*  not  to  tiie  Comrainee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the  committee  baa  informed 
us  and  no  doubt  honestly,  that  they  cannot  hare  lima  M 
make  the  inquiry.    Send  it  sir,  to  a  select  committer 
let  the  subject  be  folly  investigated,  and  I  will  go  A 
lengths  with  the  gentleman  in  his  prt^iress  towards  r» 
form  and  retrenchment,  if  any  diaU  be  proved  to  be  a^ 
cessary. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said,  as  this  thing  is  to  be  gtme  iHsb 
so  fi.r  from  haviug  reached  the  middle  of  the  Scswm,  I 
feur  we  bare  only  began  it.   1  had  Imped  tha^  inatcad  « 
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eing-  half  wiy,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it.   1  do 
ot.know  what  more  the  public  good  imperiously  re- 
uires,  that  is  now  attainable,  than  that  we  should  pass 
ie  other  appropriation  bills,  and  then  adjourn.    I  shall 
ote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
•cm  New  York,  [Mr.  Tatlob]  but  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
ote  in  fitTor  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Centiicky^  [Mr.  Cntroit.]   I  cannot  agree  in  sending 
be  reaolution  to  tfie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ; 
.nd  one  reason  is,  that  the  Chairman  of  that  committee 
las  very  truly  told  us,  that  he  would  be  sent,  without 
:hart  or  compass,  upon  a  voyage  of  discovery,  to  find  out 
1  lerra  incognita  ;  but,  if  adopted,  I  will  join  in  sending 
:t  tD  a  Select  Committee,  knowing,  from  what  has  passed, 
low  that  Committee  will  bft  appointed— I  should  not  say 
cnowinr,  but  rather,  being  able  to  anticipate,  from  the 
isage  m  the  House  in  all  such  cases.   If  this  subject  is 
:o  be  brousht  op,  I  hope  It  will  be  thoroughly  probed  t 
ind  the  only  wi^  thorooghly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  have 
he  discus^n,  first,  here,  on  the  general  principle  of  re- 
form. ■  Let  gentlemen  here — in  this  House — determine 
whether  they  will  retrench,  and  then  pmnt  out  what  ofii 
ces  can  be  spareit,  and  wbst  talai^es  can  be  reduced. 
Bit,  any  movement  at  this  tithe,  afTeoting  great  interests 
and  classes  of  men,  was  what  I  deprecated  when  my  very 
wortliy  end  most  respectable  colleague  [Mr.  p.  P.  Bar- 
boub]  brought  in  his  resolntion  on  the  stioject  of  the  Go- 
vernment  Stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  i  and, 
which,  although  the  House  refused  to  put  upon  the  ta- 
ble, finely  obtained  but  nine  votes  in  its  favor.    1  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  here  in  my  place,  that  the  expenses  of 
this  Government  are  too  bi^,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced, and  that,  as  soon  as  such  a  thing  is  practicable,  I 
am  ready  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  its  accomplidhmenl. 
Sir,  I  will  specify  one  or  two  particulars.    The  present 
aalary  of  the  President  of  the  United  State^  and  1  hope 
no  gentleman  will  understand  me  as  wishing  to  have  it 
increased,  has  remained  where  it  now  is  ever  since  it 
was  appwntcd,  hard  upon  forty  years  ago<    What  other 
salaiy  under  this  Govemoient  is  in  the  same  situation  1 
Is  there  one  other  >   When,  by  the  improvidence,  impru- 
dent conduct,  of  the  men  who  were  at  the  head  ol  the 
Treasury,  and  of  the  Councils  of  this  House,  under  their 
auspices,  the  whole  country  was  deluged  with  paper 
money—when  the  people  of  the  United  States  were 
brought  to  this  pass^  that  their  trustees  exchanged 
their  notes,  bottomed  upon  every  foot  of  land  and  up- 
on every  ahilling's  worth  of  productive  labor  of  the 
country,  against  the  notes  of  cerUin  corporations  ;  yes, 
exchanged  their  own  notes,  bearing  interest,  for  the 
notes  of  those  corporations,  bearing  no  interest — when 
they  agreed  to  allow  a  bonus  on  the  nomioal  amount 
of  these  bank  notes,  equal  to  nearly  twenty,  certainly 
exceeding  ten  per  cent— when  tobacco  was  worth  forty 
dollars  per  hundred,  for  choice  cropn — when  cotton  was 
worth  thirty  dollars ;  and  for  a  single  slave,  a  common 
field  hand,  were  paid,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  twelve 
hundred  dollars — when  land  was  at  a  price  which  beggars 
all  belief,  (if  that  price  had  not  been  paid  in  worthless 
trash,  for  the  land  was,  in  fact  cheaper  than  it  is  now) — 
then,  sir,  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  this  Government 
were  raised.    1  will  pmnt  to  one,     abnt  imidia J  that  of 
the  Attorney  General.   It  commenced,  I  believe,  with 
f  1,300,  because  it  was  considered  that  the  very  office  it. 
self  was  a  great  remuneration.    Since  then  it  has  been 
raised,  I  know  not  how  often.    So,  all  the  subries  have 
been  increased.    Sir,  have  any  been  diminished  *    1  be- 
lieve not  one— not  one  to  my  knowledge.   It  is  easy  to 
talk  about  "a  certain  style  of  livingi"  and  about  the  dig- 
nity which  becomes  the  offlcetvof  this  Goveniment.  Sir, 
we  ntay  swell  like  the  poor  frog  in  thebble,  till  we  burst, 
but  we  cannot  equal  the  style  or  splendor  of  those  on 
the  tyJtot  Hde  of  tne  water.  And  ve  Dcrer  tbiiU  be  able 


to  equal  them,  until  our  people  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
same  stale  of  misery  with  their  people.  Dignity  consists 
in  adapting  the  style  of  our  livmg  to  the  means  we  have 
to  live  on.  It  never  did  consist  in  expense  and  pageant- 
ry, especially  in  a  Government  having  evea  tne  sem- 
bUnce  of  Republicanism.  Dignity,  like  hsppineas,  re- 
sides in  the  mind— it  is  in  the  man,  and  you  cannot  give 
it  by  any  atation.  Sir,  there  was  as  much  tme  dig- 
nity in  Fabrlciiu-^erc  is  now  as  much  tnie  dignity  in 
Fabricius,  as  tnere  ever  was  in  Louis  XIV.-— the  grande 
monar^ue,  who  was  never  seen,  even  by  his  vtUet  dt  eham- 
hre,  without  the  paraphernalia  of  bis  enormous  wig-^n- 
eomplia  Curium  captilu ;  yes,  sir  there  was  as  much  dig^ 
nity  in  the  American  Curius  Dentatus,  I  mean  Roger 
Sherman,  as  in  any  of  the  Amirassadora  which  Itia  moat 
Christain  Hajeaty  thought  fit  to  lend  to  lu^  then  hb  verjr 
great,  dear  sities. 

Sir,  whenever  money  b  plenty,  and  every  thing  is  at 
the  highest  price,  that  price  forms  a  very  good  reason 
vhy  salaries  must  be  raised.  And  when  all  things  have 
fallen,  and  the  price  is  depreciated,  for  aught  I  know  90 
per  cent,  why  then,  sir,  the  times  are  so  hard  that  saht* 
nes  cannot  be  reduced,  but,  on  the  contrary,  sboatd  be 
raised.  8<s  in  reflerenee  to  the  emolument  of  Govern- 
ment, that  happens  which  happens  in  certain  ether  insG- 
tutions,  where  the  Directors,  the  Cashien,  and  the  Prcri' 
dents,  take  good  care  of 'themselves,  but  are  quite  regwd- 
less  of  the  Stockholders.  Sir,  in  this  Government,  the 
People  are  the  Stockholders,  and  all  I  look  at,  in  any  pub* 
lie  man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  Stocltholders,  or  for  the 
Directors.  This  is  my  test,  my  touchstone.  Tea,  sir, 
when  all  things  are  dear,  salaries  must  be  raised,  because 
they  are  dear ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  still  salaries 
must  be  raised,  because  the  cheapness  of  every  thing 
shews  the  scaroity  of  money,  and  that  the  times  are  hard. 
So,  sir,  to  use  one  of  my  homely  phrases,  and  that  languge 
is  understood  by  the  People,  and  is  the  only  language  I 
will  ever  use  when  speaking  to  them — the  game  amounts 
to  this :  Cross,  the  People  lose  i  and  Pile,  their  rukrs  win. 
Sir,  I  wish  to  know,  it  the  offices  irf  this  Government 
were  filled  with  less  able  men,  when  Jefferson  was  in  the 
Department  of  Sute,  Hamilton  at  the'bead  of  the  1'rea- 
sury,  Knox,  aye,  sir,  Knox,  in  the  Department  of  War, 
and  Bradford  was  Attorney  General,  than  they  are  now  ? 
Were  our  officers,  with  about  one  half  the  present  sala- 
ry, less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now,  with  double  the 
a'moQnt  I  1  wish  to  know  if  that  (i  was  going  to  say)  un- 
rivalled Chief  Jutflice  of  the  Unitefl  States,  has  any  more 
dignity  now,  when  his  salary  is  $5000.  than  he  bad  when 
it  was  $4000  }  Or  wlietbcr  his  Associates  are  more  digni- 
fied now  they  get  $4000,  than  they  were  when  the  Hila- 
ry was  but  fSSOO  '  Tbey  are  the  same  men,  they  per- 
form the  same  services,  and  with  the  same  ability  and  in- 
tegrity. Sir,  I  did  r.ot  intend  to  trespass  on  the  House  so 
long  as  1  have  done,  but  out  of  the  fiillneas  of  my  heart  I 
have  spoken.  Sir,  1  believe  that  tlie  country  I  live  in  is 
quite  as  well  off  as  any  of  those  adjacent  to  it,  and  this 
may  perhups,  be  owing  to  the  fact  of  its  being  too  far 
removed  from  any  Bank,  from  this  Pandora's  box,  for  us 
to  receive  our  full  portion  of  its  blessings,  which,  like 
those  of  the  evil  spirits,  are  curses.  But,  sir,  tliere  is 
hardly  a  man  in  the  aphere  of  my  knowledge,  who  makes 
one  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  his  plantation  ami  stock. 
For  one  such,  I  can  shew  you  twenty  persons  whose  ac- 
count of  profit  and  loss,  if  they  keep  any,  will  exhibit  a 
bulance  on  the  wrong  side  of  Uie  Leger.  Sir,  the  coun- 
try is  in  an  unexampled  state,  1  can  remember  nothing 
like  it,  though  I  remember  well  when  Lord  Comwallis 
passed  tiiumphantly  through  the  South,  carrying  all  be- 
fore him,  before  the  battle  of  Guilford.  1  Tememher 
well  the  peace  of  *83,  and  even  then,  when  we  had  noth- 
inif  like  this  sUte  of  things,  although  the  paper  money 
of  diat  day  did  its  office,  we  bad  a  forty  shilling  year  for 
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tobacco,  and  fifteen  and  twenty  ahilling  yeart  for  many 
years  thereafter}  and  yet  even  tlien  the  limeit  were  not  like 
these.  Sir,  there  ianot  a  pUnter  within  Ihe  sphere  of  my 
knowledge,  or  not  a  farmer,  if  you  please,  with  no  other 
reBOurccl>ut  hit  Ann,  who'hu  one  shilling  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  even  thoagh  lie  may  not  have  apent,  in  the 
course  of  it,  one  ahilling  on  himself.  The  expenses  swal 
low  lip  all  the  profits,  and*  in  most  cases^  &r exceed  them. 
And  why  is  this  '  Sir,  we  bare  been  legislated  into  this 
thing — would  to  God,  we  could  be  le^rislited  out  of  it 
i^in-~faalia  deBceruu*  dvemi.  Aye,  Sir,  but  thejeturn 
revoeart  gradum  luperatque  evadert  ad  aun»  hie  tabur, 
koe  ofiUB  est.  Sir,  we  have  been  imporeriahed  till  we 
have  scarce  enough  of  spirit  left  to  act  like  men.  Yet  we 
hear  that  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are  only  such 
ai  comport  with  the  dignity— yes.  Sir,  the  dignity  of  a 
poor  man  with  a  Sherilfat  his  back— auch  aa  com[iort 
with  the  dignity  of  thia  great  Metropolis.  The  dignity. 
Sir,  of  vainly  endeavoring  to  rival  the  Representatives  of 
Autocrats  and  Kings,  instead  of  exercising  Industry  and 
Economy.  But  when  I  say  economy,  I  do  not  mean 
merely  the  economjr  of  lopping  off.  I  know  veiy  well. 
Sir,  that  economy  is  one  thing,  and  parsimony  is  quite 
another.  But  I  would  couple  ioduatrj^  with  frugality, 
and  associate  it  with  all  the  domestic  virtues.  But  no^ 
Sir,  our  sons  must  he  educated  at  the  public  expense, 
and  when  Uie  People  are  in  distress,  we  must  look  from 
their  owo  or  our  improvidence  for  some  canal,  or  some 
road,  or  some  woollen  manu&ctory,  to  any  thins:  ^ov  relief 
—but  industry  ^nd  self  denial — and  to  ascribe  tne  disease 
to  any  thing  but  the  true  cause,  unwise  legislation  and 
prodigality.  And  when  I  say  this.  Sir,  I  dunt  mean  to 
exempt  the  States  from  the  charge.  No,  sir,  not  at  all. 
1  do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  I  will  never  vote 
for  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her  L^islature,  who  will 
not  ther^  vote  fur  short  >es»ons  and  low  taxes.  And  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  been,  I  will  turn 
out.  Sir,  and  electioneer  against  lum  upon  these  very 
grounds. 

That  is  a  good  Government  which  takes  from  the  Peo- 
ple nothing  that  it  can  spare.  I  mean  nothing  that  the 
Government  can  do  without  X  would  always  give  the 
reqiuute  supplies.  Yea,  sir,  I  would  not  stop  the  sup- 
plies unless  the  Government  reftised  to  redress  grievan- 
ces I  but,  if  it  did,  I  would  follow  the  example  of  those 
very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on  the  other  side. 
Yes,  sir,  1  would  then  stop  the  supplies.  1  would  not 
hesitate  lo  vote  against  any  item  in  an  appnijirialion  bill ; 
yei,  sir,  and  against  the  appropriation  bill  itself^  if  I  could 
get  at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Sir,  weare  the  keep- 
ers of  the  People's  money,  and  what  other  function  can 
be  so  important  t  If  you  let  me  have  the  keeping  of 
your  money,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  dlECliarged  from 
the  custody  of  your  person  and  the  protection  of  your 
wife  and  children.  Such  a  state  of  thnigs  would  benefit 
nie  much  more  tlian  if  you  were  an  Ethiopian.  Sir.  look 
at  the  conditiun  of  other  People.  Look  at  the  sta*e  of 
the  Irish,  that  brave,  honest,  gallant,  warm-hearted  Peo- 
ple (too  warm  hearted,  1  grant  you,  snmelimes,  when 
their  hearts  sail  too  fast  for  their  heads.)  They  are  the' 
most  oppressed  of  the  human  race.  I  make  no  excep- 
tion, sir  t  fin,  i>one  at  all  .*  But  do  I  take  part  with  their 
oppressors  ?  Far  from  it.  Look  at  the  People  of  Eng- 
land. 1  ask  the  Hqumc  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  sea-girt 
isle.  And,  sir,  I  he«tate  not  to  acknowledge  that  I  teel 
towanis  that  coiintr>'  as  a  Greek  of  Syncuse  would  feel 
towards  Peloponnesus.  The  French,  indeed,  are  not  so 
bidlyoff>  yet  many  of  them  are  extremely  wretched,  if 
that  can  be  called  an  extreme,  which,  hke  Milton's  fire, 
has  an  extreme  still  more  fierce  beyond  it.  You  sec 
there  the  same  empyrlcism,  the  same  Clutrlatanerie  that 
we  see  here,  lliere  is,  at  this  moment,  within  •three 
miles  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  more  auscry  and  more 


vice  than  exists  on  the  whole  of  North  America,  tiio  We«t 
Indies  included.  And  what  is  the  cure,  air  •  The'  phi- 
lanthropists, instead  of  ferreting  out  that  which  ia  ibmw- 
diately  under  their  noses,  or  rather  which  they  are  triad 
to  stop  their  noses  to  avoid,  occupy  tliemselvea  in  takiiq; 
care  of  the  slaves  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  Beckford, 
Mr.  Hibbert,  ami  other  West  India  gentlemen,  whose 
condition,  in  comparison  with  the  canaille  of  St.  Giles'^ 
St.  Peter's,  Westminster,  and  other  quarters  of  Londoa, 
ia  a  coitdition  of  independence,  virtue,  and  happtoeaL 
The  misery  befure  their  eyes  they  cannot  see — their  p(u> 
lanthropy  acts  only  at  a  distance.  (I  will  not  any  od v, 
for  theiv  are  some  very  good  men,  no  doubt,  who  do  re- 
lieve the  suffering:!  at  home.)  Their  phiLmthropy  ac^ on- 
ly through  their  ears,  and  not  through  their  eyea — tky 
reverse  the  Eloratian  maxim,  that  what  a  man  sees  afiecti 
him  more  Chan  what  he  hears.  Sir,  there  are  lazxanai— 
I  used  tlte  word  because  they  are  ao — there  ore  /sczasam 
all  over  Europe,  and  I  am  &r  bom  aure  that  we  shall  noC 
have  some  of  them  here— they  were  btzxaromi  only  «te 
took  up  arms  in  defence  of  Naple»— sturdy  beggm,  if 
you  please — sturdy  dogs — but  as  far  above  the  con^liea 
of  the  oppressed  peasantry  of  Ireland  in  food  and 
ment,  as  a  slave  here  is  above  the  coodition  of  m  dave  ia 
the  West  Indies. 

S  if,  I  am  very  sensible  that  1  have  wandered  somewhat 
from  the  point  In  debate— seduced,  probably,  byllat 
very  kind  attention  which  the  House  has  accorded  lone. 
If  there  is  any  gentleman  who  thinks  T  hsTe  said  to* 
much — that  I  have  said  what  I  ought  not  to  say,  or,  Mt 
as  I  ought  to  have  satd  it — let  such  a  gentleman  remold 
ber  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  me  that  this  subject  b 
ht  re.  F(  r  mj  self,  I  should  be  satisfied  if  we  could  pam 
the  other  appropriation  bill,  and  then  go  home.  I  biipe 
we  shall  pan  upon  such  salaries  as  are  to  be  aboli^eder 
retrenched  here,  in  this  House,  and  not  suffer  the  subject 
to  go  to  a  committee  at  all,  initil  we  shall  have  settled  the 
principle.  I  am  in  fiivor  neither  of  the  amendment,  ncr 
of  the  resolution.  I  shall  vote  against  both.  If  we  are 
of  opini'in  that  any  officer  of  the  Government  receives 
too  much  salary,  why  must  we  send  one  of  mir  comaat- 
tees  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  or  i  athcr  (rf  un-discovery— 
for  they  can  and  will  discover  nothmg. 

Sir,  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present.  I  have  maoy  sal 
heavy  things  to  say — high  matter,  sir— when  the  proper 
time  shall  cnme  ;  but  I  reserve  it  until  then. 

Mr-  BARNEV  being  opposed  to  the  amendment,  sul 
he  was  unwilling  tn  b«,  confined  by  a  rind  constniiciion 
of  the  rules  of  order  to  a  discussion  of  their  merits  and 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  in  noticing  the 
remarks  submitted,  while  the  original  proposition  was 
under  consideration.  His  mercantile  education  induced 
liim  always  to  desire  to  close  promptly  every  acconnt 
opened  against  him,  and  he  hoped  that  the  debate  wouM 
not  ler.ve  him  in  debt,  as  he  was  anxious  not  lo  appear  ia 
this  flouse  a  public  defaulter, 

Mr.  B.  acknowledged  maiiy  obligations  to  the  honorv 
ble  member  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  UucniirAxj  for  hn 
occasional  notice  of  him,  and  proposed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  discharge  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  him. 
This  gentleman  has  declared,  that,  for  many  years,  it  has 
been  his  serious  conviction,  that  the  per  diem  comp« na- 
tion was  too  large,  and  yet  hs  has  drawn  the  full  amount 
from  the  Treasui^,  and  appropriated  it  to  his  indimdoal 
use,  without  ever  having  submitted  a  proposition  to  re- 
duce it.  Sir.  it  is  conscience  doth  make  cowanls  of  us 
all.  I  presume  not  to  judge  for  others ;  but,  had  this 
been  my  conviction,  my  conscience  woukl  have  dictated 
a  different  course.  No  member  on  this  floor  enjoyi^  or 
is  justly  entitled  to  higher  consideration  than  the  grnllc- 
maii  from  Pennsylvania  {  occupying  a  dtstinguiabed  sta- 
tion on  one  of  the  most  impurtunt  committees,  a  rastisp 
from  him  to  enquire  mto  the  expediency  of  reducincr  tlw 
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compensation  would  hare  carried  preat  weight.  I  can- 
not le»rh  that  nich  an  intimation  bas  ever  been  made.  I 
know  not  the  rate  at  which  he  valuet  bia  aerriceB.  J 
have  ever  attached  to  them  the  highest  valne.  I  learn 
that  six  dulbrs  a  dayishtiown  estimate;  he  certainly 
doea  himself  injustice  in  the  appraisement.  Tlie  Trea- 
sury would  not  gain  much  by  the  difFerence — yet  my 
course  would  hare  been  to  compromise  with  my  con- 
•cieBce,  and  draw  juat  as  muclt  at  I  thought  myself  fair- 
Ijr  entitled  to*  leaving  the  balance  fbr  public  use.  Mr. 
B.,  however,  did  not  deure  that  bis  opinions  should  be- 
come the  rule  of  action  for  other*  ]  be  found  the  pay  iiZ' 
ed  at  eight  dollars,  and  was  willing  to  leave  it  so — reserv- 
ing- to  himwir  (he  privilege  of  disburung  any  surplus 
that  might  remain,  after  paying  his  bills  in  Washington, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  an  electioneering  campaign. 

He  coincided  in  opinion  with  his  fHend  froni  Pennsyl- 
vanu*  that  the  whole  amouTkt  was  no  compensation  fbr  the 
sacrifice  made,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  by  every 
member  on  thia  floor.  Were  bis  pursuiu  of  a  profesuon- 
al  character,  the  income  derived  from  his  practice  must 
be  small,  indeed,  if  it  did  not  exceed  a  thousand  dollars 
•  year  t  was  be  a  merchant  or  a  brmer,  his  entire  ne- 
glect and  abandonment  of  his  domestic  pursuits  must 
preJudiM  them  at  least  that  amount  In  bis  judgment, 
Uieir  constituents  did  not  require  of  them  to  maxe  any 
reduction,  which,  if  done  at  all,  would  go  back  to  the  old 
rates  of  six  dollars,  and  the  saving  was  nut  worth  the  dis- 
CDsnon. 

The  ^nlleman  from  Eentiiclcy  commenced  his  argu- 
ment this  morning  under  some  excitement,  caused  by  my 
notice  of  his  iittroductory  remarks  yesterday,  I  regret 
becausci  dispoaed  to  treat  every  gentleman  with  respect, 
I  would  not  be  defident  in  courtesy  to  young  members : 
fur  tiieir  eountty  have  much  to  hope  for  tliem  f  and,  if 
mtty  individual  of  this  House  will  say  (hat  1  was  wanting 
in  courtesy,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  and  atone 
for  it.  In  allusion  to  my  venerable  self,  be  certainly  has 
liM^tten  the  respect  due  to  my  supposed  age :  for,  in 
fcett  there  cannot  be  many  years  diflercnee  between  us. 
1  thank  Heaven  I  still  have  some  of  the  fire  of  youthful 
blood  in  mr  veins  i  and,  notwithstanding  my  alleged  im- 
becility, 1  nave  just  discernment  enough  to  sec  that  he  is 
on  sach  good  terms  with  himself,  lliat  1  will  not  seek  to 
disparage  him  in  his  own  esteem,  by  retorting  any  uncour- 
teous  epithets  t  and,  if  he  is  in  love  with  himself,  woukl 
not  rob  him  of  a  rival  i  for,  where  ignorance  is  bliss,  it 
were  foUy  to  be  wise,  lie  has  gravely  asked,  why  his 
constituents  send  him  her«  t  On  my  conscience,  although 
1  have  reflected  on  the  subjecl,  I  do  not  know— there* 
fore  cannot  give  him  a  satishictsry  answer.  He  alleges 
that  1  have  considered  him  a  bird  of  flight.  Not  so.  1 
frankly  say  to  the  gentleman,  tliat,  ere  he  has  arrived  at 
my  sdvanced  age,  (I  apeak  in  reference  to  my  political 
life,)  bis  experience  will  convince  him  that  a  few  days' 
TBMenee  here  is  too  short  to  allow  himtoaivtTeat&con* 
dnsion  that,  in  this  (which  I  consider  the  most  economi- 
cal Oovemment  on  earth)  extravagance  and  prodigality 
have  fiill  sway,  and  that  he  is  competent  to  the  great 
work  of  reform.  Earnestly  desiring  to  cultivate  the  good 
will  of  all  mankind,  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  move  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
m  this  Hall,  with  whom  it  is  my  duty  to  co-operate  ;  and, 
to  convince  the  gentleman  that  1  feel  none  of  the  irrita- 
bility of  ohl  Kge,  I  proffer  him  the  riglit  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, with  unfeigned  sincerity.  On  a  proper  occasion,  I 
am  ready,  in  the  language  of  my  chevalier  friend  from 
Mimanppi,  to  cavil  on  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair,  and  gu  as 
ht  as  bim  who  dares  go  fkrthest.  Age  shall  not  shield 
me  from  responsibility  here  or  elsewhere. 

In  point  of  fortune,  I  can  assure  tiie  gentleman,  there 
1^  be  bat  little  dispsrity  between  us.  1  will  not  thank 
my  God  I  am  not  worth  a  ducat  i  bu^  if  merely  a  suffi* 


ciency  to  live  with  economy  and  industry,  places  us  on  a 
par,  we  are  so.  He  supposes  that  the  franking  privilege 
enjoyed  by  members,  gives  great  political  infl.uenee.  If 
but  one  parly  existed,  it  miglit  be  thus  exercised  t  b«t  so 
nearly  are  they  equipoised,  that  a  counteracting  and  nea- 
tralising  influence  is  produced,  and  no  misrepresentation 
can  circulate  among  the  People  uncontradicted.  As  for 
my  single  self,  I  care  not  how  soon  it  is  abolished.  The 

Eroceeda  of  public  larids  are  aupposed  to  be  diminished 
y  the  heavy  expenses  attending  the  survey  and  sale  of 
them.  From  one  of  these  ftiueh-abused  pile  of  printed 
documents  which  encumber  our  tables,  I  learn  that  the 
sum  total  of  expense  amounts  to  but  three-fourths  per 
cent.:  so  that,  of  thirty -one  millions  of  dollars  received 
into  the  public  Treasury  from  this  source,  not  quite  one 
million  has  been  deducted,  to  meet  charges  of  every  de- 
scription. Averse  to  the  proposition  submitted,  in  every 
shape,  more  especially  as  the  honorable  mover  has  not, 
after  few  weeks  devoted  to  public  life,  been  able  to  pmnt 
out  a  solitary  instance  of  prodigality  or  extravagance- 
yet  if  a  single  one  shall  be  designated,  I  pledge  myself  to 
vote  for  the  reference. 

The  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Riir- 
oolph]  has  said,  that  it  is  best  to  do  one  thing  at  a  time, 
and  that  this  is  not  the  accepted  time  to  do  the  one  thing 
needfiil.  I  most  retpectfiiUy  dissent  fiom  that  gentleman. 
Now  if  the  time,  now  the  hour  mMt  propitious,  in  my 
humble  opinion. 

This  nation  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  exercise  their 
sovereign  authority  in  the  choice  of  their  rulers.  Al- 
though I  should  find  myself  in  an  awkward  dilemma,  yet 
unce  convinced  that  there  is  any  lurking  prodigality,  any 
deeds  of  darkness  which  cannot  bear  the  light  of  noon- 
day, and  I  will  enter  into  the  scrutiny  heart  and  hand, 
and  aid  in  brining  it  Into  prominent  relief,  and  when 
convinced  of  its  existence,  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
place  honest  men  in  the  high  places  which,  it  is  alleged, 
are  now  improperly  filled  i  and  if  retrenchment  and  eco- 
nomy have  not  been  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  foor 
yean  preceding  the  4th  of  March,  1839,wiUaBnrtin  ele* 
vatiiig  men  who  will  establish  them  on  a  firm  basts. 

Ht.  TAYLOR,  of  New-York,  said,  he  had  never  failed 
to  support  motions  of  inquiry  into  the  public  expendi- 
ture. Whenever  a  member  of  this  House,  risine  in  his 
place,  demands  a  scrutiny  in  regartl  to  offices  wYiich  he 
considers  unnecessary,  or  salaries  which  he  deems  unrea. 
sonable,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  constituents, 
patiently  to  hear,  and  candidly  to  examine  the  subject. 
He  would  not  stop  abort  of  him  who  was  disposed  to  go 
fkrthest  in  his  career  of  retrenchment  and  correction  of 
abuses.  But  he  wished  to  give  to  the  resolution  a  <te- 
finite  and  intelligible  form.  Me  wishetl  to  disencumber  it 
of  its  equivocal  and  argtimentutive  expressions,  and  simj 
ply  enjoin  upon  the  Committee  the  doing  of  that  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltoit]  appean 
derirous  to  have  performed.  He  sets  out,  said  Mr.  T. 
in  his  preambulatory  resolution,  by  declaring,  that  it  is 
expedient  to  discharge  the  national  debt  without  una- 
voidable delay."  if  thb  expres»on  is  intended  to  con- 
vey  the  idea  that  every  resource  of  taxation,  direct  and 
indirect,  ought  now  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pediting the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  Mr. 
T.  said,  it  Would  find  few  advocates,  either  in  this  House 
or  out  of  it.  Nu  man  would  risk  his  reputation — he  woukl 
not  say  as  a  statesman,  but  as  a  man  of  common  sense — 
by  proporing  fbr  that  purpose,  to  lay  a  direct  tax  on  the 
States  of  this  Union,  or  byre-enacting  the  excises  and 
double  postages  to  which  necessity  compelleS  us  to  re- 
sort, during  the  late  war.  What,  then,  does  the  gentle- 
man from  -Kentucky  propose  >  Dues  he  wish  to  divert 
the  progress  of  our  half-finislied  public  works  ?  Our  fbr- 
tificaticHis  tlie  Cumberland  RoaJ,  the  improvement  of 
bsohon  ud  narigable  rivers,  the  extemion  of  post  ruadsi 
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the  ]iurcliBBe  and  preservation  "f  ^ip>iUnber,  and  arm* 
ing  Ihe  mililia  ?  I  tnirt  not.  No  sucli  intenlinn  is  avow- 
ed, and  I  pretume,  nid  Mr.  T.  none  aucii  is  entertaioedi 
and  yet  these  expenditorea  may  be  avoided^  and,  if  not' 
avoidedi  will  deky  the  extingutshment  oCtlie  public  debt. 
If  t  undentand  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution. 
Mid  Mr.  "t.  it  ia  to  abolish  useless  ofGcei.  to  reduce  ex- 
travag^t  salariei^  and  to  apply  the  savings  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt.  That  object  ia  distinctly  kept  in  view 
by  my  amendment,  without  encountering  the  objection- 
able features  of  the  original  resolution.  Whatever  shall 
be  Bared  by  retrenchment,  under  the  existing  laws,  must 
be  applied  to  pay  our  debts.  At  the  close  of  the  last  war, 
the  party  which  had  declared  it,  and  had  carried  the  coun- 
try succesafuliy  through  its  perils,  considered  its  work  but 
half  done,  until  provision  wss  made  to  relieve  the  coun* 
try  from  the  burden  it  had  left  on  sur  shoulders.  Our 
debt  at  that  time  exceeded  120  millions  of  dollar*.  Fur 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal,  avnking  fund  wan  establish- 
ed, which,  in  its  regular  o|)eration,  has  paid  the  interest, 
and  already  reduced  the  principal  of  that  debt,  to  SS  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Not  only  have  the  pledged  ten  millions 
been  thus  applied,  but  alto  all  the  sui^luses  which  remain- 
ed in  the  Treasury,  over  and  above  the  sum  limited  by  law. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  period,  said  Mr.  T.  duriug  the 
last  AdministFatton,  when  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
vas  such,  that  it  could  not  regularly  pay  to  the  Commis. 
sioncrs  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  annual  ten  millions.  The 
appropriationB  remained  a  charge  upon  the  Tressur}*, 
and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of  several  millions, 
were  authorized  and  neguciated,  the  Treasury  ittill  re- 
mained debtor  to  the  Commissioners.  It  was  in  this  con- 
<Ution  of  the  countn*,  when,  on  the  one  band  we  were 
increasing  our  debt  by  loans  front  banks  and  individuals, 
and,  on  trie  other,  not  paying  our  debt  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  that  the  reformers,  the  much  abused  radicals,  of 
whom,  said  Mr.  T.  I  wss  one,  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
Army,  rank  snd  file,  from  10,000  io  6000  men,  and  dis- 
banding useless  officers.  This  operation  saved  about  a 
million  a  year,  which  has  already  amounted  to  seven  or 
eif^it  millions,  without  the  least  injury  to  the  public  ser. 
Tice.  Since  then,  the  condition  of  the  I  reasury  lias 
been  more  flourishing.  Within  the  last  three  yean,  it 
has  paid  the  balances  it  owed  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  The 
principal  of  the  public  debt  has  been  extinguished  to  an 
amount  exceeding  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and 
nearly  twelve  millions  paid  for  interest.  The  speedy  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  remaining  debt  can  only  be  arreted 
by  some  unlooked-for  national  calwnity.  It  has  been 
steadily  and  most  succeesfnlly  pursued  by  the  present 
and  preceding  administrations.  It  is  the  settled  policy 
of  this  government,  in  which  sll  men  of  all  parties  unite. 
Why,  then,  is  it  now  brought  forward,  as  if  it  were  some 
Dew  discovery  ?  Surely,  it  cannot  be  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming  our  courage  to  abolibh  useless  of- 
fices or  reduce  extravagant  salaries.  I  have  been  no  ad- 
vocate, said  Mr.  T.  for  raising  salaries.  Most  of  the  laws 
increasing  \l\eta,  both  in  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
branches  of  tliis  Government,  have  be4>n  passed  in  oppo- 
sition to  my  vote.  When  the  Secretaries  at  the  liead  of 
Executive  Departments  had  smaller  salaries,. they  lived 
less  expensively.  They  were  not  required — it  was  not 
expected  of  them — tliat  they  should  keep  open  house, 
and  entertain  all  Members  of  Congress  and  stranger^  who 
might  visit  the  seat  ot  Government.  Host  of  them  could 
not  do  it  without  ruin  to  their  private  fortunes.  When 
you  raisedlheir  salaries  to  six  tnousand  dollars,  you  did 
them  no  service.  You  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  living  in  more  splendor,  but  in  leas  comfdH.  Put  Ihe 
salaries  back  lo  the  old  standard,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  stud^  and  public  duties  {  and  1 
doubt  not  you  will  haye  Uieir  tbaDlu* 


My  amendment,  said  Mr.  T.  does  not  propose  to  Ankc 
from  the  resolution  one  word  of  substance.  It  only  ex- 
punges those  parts,  to  some  erf  which  serious  objectkai 
^pfy  in  point  of  foot,  and  all  of  which  are  at  bebt  me- 
less.  It  leaves  the  instruction,  unchanged  and  uue- 
Btricted,  in  the  very  words  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that,  if  the  Hoti«e  should  de- 
termine to  adopt  any  resolution  on  the  subject  of  relon, 
St  the  present  lime,  it  ought  to  contain  m  distinct  profM- 
mtion,  that  it  was  expedient  to  dischnrffe  the  natioiiai 
debt  as  soon  as  possible.  Vor  this  reason,  be  could  doi 
vote  for  Ihe  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  fna 
New-York,  [Mr.  Tatloh.]  When  that  gentleman  am- 
ed  an  amendment,  whicli,  if  it  should  prevail,  woukl 
strike  out  all  thut  part  of  the  original  resolution  which  re- 
lated to  the  extinguishment  ot  the  public  debt,  be  ex- 
pected to  hear  some  reasons  urged  fur  such  an  omissnn- 
In  this  he  bad  been  disappotnted. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  1  know  it  has  become  very  fiuhkmsUe 
in  the  present  day,  to  say,  that  we  are  disc^wrging  ik 
public  debt  too  rapidly.  Many  deplore  that  it  ia  mdut 
away  so  ftst :  and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  svos- 
ed  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blesnn^,  yet  such  istbc 
necessary  tendency  of  the  remarks  which  we  often  Ittsr. 
Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  the  House  to  recur  tu  the  ptf 
history  of  the  country.  What  «aa  the  amount  of  m 
debt  before  the  Ute  war  i  It  hail  been  ao  mta^  redaeci 
that  a  veiy  wise  and  a  very  great  statesman  felt  biasdr 
at  a  loss  to  knaw  how  our  surplus  revenue  could  be  «v 
pended,  after  the  debt  should  be  entirely  extii^wibcd 
To  accompliaJi  this  purpose,  amendments  lo  tl»e  ComO- 
tution  were  recommended.  But  var  came  i  and  in  lea 
than  tliree  years,  the  public  debt  increased  frcHB  fitly- 
five  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollan.  K 
wss  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  that,  in  peace 
it  was  our  dnty  to  prepare  fur  war.  How  can  we  better 
prepare,  llian  by  psymg  our  debts  ?^  According  to  the 
system  which  has  been  pursued  bj-  lliis  Government 
its  origin,  we  have,  comparativ<.-ly  speaking,  no  resouice 
Ufi,  in  lime  of  war,  but  a  resort  to  loans.  They  and  ibey 
alone,  must  support  our  credit  in  the  day  of  trial ;  and  yel 
this  resource  had  nearly  been  exhausted  before  the  ciwt 
of  the  last>ar.  What  has  oiice  been, experiences  b-sdm 
us  may  be  again.  A  war,  by  injuriag  our  foreign  tmlt, 
would  cut  off  many  uf  the  sources  of  our  rcvenut^  mi 
we  sliould  be  compelled  again  immediately  to  resort  to 
loans.  I  wisli,  then,  if  possible,  to  be  clear  of  debt  obn 
another  war  shall  commence.  Our  debt,  reduced  a*  it 
has  been,  is  still  much  larger  than  it  was  at  the  dedsiatioB 
of  the  late  war.  A  future  war  would,  in  a  very  few  yes% 
raise  it  higher  than  it  ever  has  been.  I  am,  therefore,  is 
favor  of  husbanding  all  our  resources,  and  applyia^tk 
whole  surplus,  not  absuluttly  necessary  for  other  ofajecH^ 
to  the  e.\linguishment  of  (lie  national  debt.  If,  tha«ftte, 
we  sliall  pass  the  resolution,  I  trust  that  thia  object  wil 
stand  in  the  front  rank. 

1  know  that  the  procos  of  extingtushing  the  debt  fasi 
been  rapidly  advancin^i  for  several  yean,  and  I  do  net 
complain  that  tlic  present  administration  have  not  fii^ 
applied  the  wnking  fund  to  this  purpose.  Althougih  I  dt 
not  pretend  lo  be  tlieir  friend,  yet  1  am  wlUini:  to  admit 
they  iMve  gone  on  to  carry  into  effect  Ihe  law  creatio{ 
that  fund,  which  was  so  wisely  enacted  by  our  predece*- 
aors.  This  rapid  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  btt 
been  productive  wf  much  good  lo  the  country.  Amoag 
other  benefits,  it  has  essentially  promoted  doinestjo  maw 
factures,  by  forcing  capital  into  tliat  channel  of  buunea, 
which  would  never  have  been  thus  employed,  could  it 
Imve  remained  in  tlie  public  stock.  I  uiaU  vote  for  ne 
amendment  which  shall  nut  embrace,  in  distiiKt  teriM, 
the  position  that  the  public  debt  ought  to  be  extingiuah- 
ed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  D.  said  be  would  reply  in  a  few  w«di  to  Jtis  fifeml 
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rVom  Msrjrland  [Mr.  Babitbt.I  He  recinrocated  the  term 
Friend,  because  lie  helieved  he  could  do  so  towards  that 
gentleman  with  propriety.   Said  Mr.  B.,  when  I  express- 
myself  friendly  to  the  reduction  of  our  own  per  diem 
nllowMce,  I  tnial  neither  that  ^ntleman,  nor  any  other, 
•jpon  this  flooFi  attributed  my  remarks  to  the  grovellinff 
and  seI6sh  deiire  of  courting  ponnlarity.   The  people  of 
«hi«  country  are  too  clear-si^ted  and  too  intelli^nt  to  be 
«3eceiTed  by  auch  pretences.  I  here  distinctly  avow,  that 
«he  saving  of  money  to  the  public  treasury  was  fiir  fi-om 
hein^  the  chief  reason  which  influenced  my  mind  in  ar- 
rivingmt  the  conclusion  thai  our  per  diem  should  be  re- 
'duced.   1  firmly  believe  that  my  own  constituents  would 
■lot  regard  it  a  single  straw,  whether  I  should  vote  for 
«ight  or  for  fwir  dollars  per  day.    My  motive  was  of  a 
liighcr  nature.    My  remarlts,  I  (rust,  sprung  from  a  no- 
bier  source.    If  the  gentleman  from  North  Carohna  [Mr. 
druKPaa]  had  reasoned  upon  the  fact  which  he  stated, 
And  had  drawn  the  fair  deduction  from  it,  he  would,  1 
«htMk  feel  the  force  of  the  remarks  which  I  intend  to 
mnakx.    He  says  that  but  one  bill  faai  passed  into  a  law 
during  the  present  sesnon,  and  that  one  is  a  bill  providing 
ror  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress.    I  would  ask 
«b»t  gentleman,  why  is  ibis  the  case  ?  .Why  has  not  more 
tiastness  been  done  ?  If  he  l»d  asked  himself  these  ques- 
lions,  be  would  probably  have  discovered  the  true  origin 
«f  my  remarks.   1  wish  to  speak  with  all  due  4efcrence 
?**  ™*  members  of  this  House,  when  I  say  It  is  my  desire, 
•y  reducing  our  wages,  to  make  it  our  interest,  as  well 
M  our  duty,  to  do  the  business  of  the  countiy  as  it  arirtes, 
«nd  go  home  as  soon  as  possible.    1  do  not  wish  to  be  in 
■a  hurry— I  tlo  not  wish  to  act  without  due  deliberation  } 
and  yet,  [  firmly  believe  that  the  public  business  might 
be  better  transacted  than  it  is  at  present,  in  little  more 
4hkn  h»lf  the  period  of  our  long  sessions.    I  do  not  pro- 
feae  to  be        aged  gentleman  ;**  but  yet,  upon  this  sub- 
ject,  I  can  speak  m  the  Unguage  <rf  experience,  and  am 
C;lad  tliat  there  are  many  gentlemen  around  me  who  can 
correct  me  If  I  should  fall  into  error.   I  would  ask,  what 
lias  been  the  course  of  legislation  which  we  have  hereto- 
ftire  piusued  ?  What  have  we  done  during  the  firet  half  of 
«vety  ionf  session  *    I  answer,  comparatively  nothing. 
The  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
tMr.  CouiPEsJ  In  regard  to  the  business  which  has  been 
iraasacted  during  (lie  present  session,  is  siibsUntiully 
true  oi  those  that  are  past.   But  I  do  not  complain  of  the 
waste  of  .time  alone.    The  necesiAry  consequence  of  this 
meniier  of  procee<1ing  is  to  force  the  whole  business  of 
Klie  seaiDn  in  a  solid  mass  upon  the  House  near  its  close. 
Then  we  have  so  much  to  do,  that  wc  can  do  notljing 
welL   Tliere  is  neiUter  time  nor  tmportunity  for  investi- 
gation i  and  measures  are  adopted,  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  which  cannot  be  understood  by  the  House.  Im- 
mediately before  the  close  of  the  session,  we  are  employ, 
ed  in  passing  biUs  until  12,  1,  2,  and  3  o'clock  in  the 
moming.    I  bare  been  upon  this  floor  at  a  late  period  of 
Uk  uis^t,  when  important  araeadntents  were  wriving 
every  few  minutes  from  the  Senate,  which  were  adopted, 
whei^  1  believe,  there  were  not  more  than  thirty' or  forty 
raembers  present   I  dn  know  that  it  was  then  in  the 
power  of  any  imlividual,  by  merely  calling  for  a  division, 
to  defeat  any  of  these  msaaures.    This  would  have  fur- 
nished officuil  iufuriBation  to  the  Speaker  that  a  quorum 
was  eot  present,  and  tlien  no  business  could  have  pro- 
ceeded. 

Wben^  spirit  of  reform  is  abrasd,  I  wish  to  tiy  tlie 
experiinenr,  whether  ve  should  not  do  more  bomiess, 
and  do  it  better,  in  a  shorter  time,  if  our  pav  were  less, 
i  say  we,  because  I  am  conscious  that  1  like  mottey  quite 
as  well,  and  have  been  quite  as  much  to  blame,  as  other 
.  members.  As  to  the  saving  of  a  few  dollars  per  day,  out 
of  the  pay  of  each  member,  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States  Ibey  disregard  it,  and,  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
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I  disregard  It.  I  concur  with  the  gentlemsn  from  Mary- 
land, in  believing  it  to  be  small  game.  If  its  tendency, 
however,  should  be,  as  I  believe  it  would,  to  direct  our 
attention  more  earnestly  to  the  public  business  of  tlie 
country,  and  to  induce  us  to  apply  ourselves  more  indus- 
triously to  discharge  it,  the  effect  would  be  happy.  I  did 
not  wish,  at  the  present  time,  to  be  drawn  out  into  this 
explanation.  It,  however,  became  necessary.  Having 
done  so,  I  can  now  utterly  disclaim  the  idea,  that  I  was 
urged  to  the  peiformance  of  this  duty  by  any  desire  to 
obtain  popularity,  which,  if  it  rested  upon  no  other  foun* 
dation,  would  be  fleeting  in  its  nature,  aad  would  not  be 
worth  possessing  by  any  honorable  man. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  asks  why  I  had  not,  ere 
this,  made  a  motion  to  reduce  our  wages,  as  I  had  long 
been  tlwrougbly  connnced  of  its  propriety  ?  I  answer 
that  I  have  not  now  made  such'a  motion  }  I  hare  mmly 
expressed  my  opinion.  I  have  not  sst  myself  up  as  a  re- 
former of  every  abuse  which  I  see  here.  To  become  a 
reformer  in  this  Government,  i  fear  would  be  a  most  trou- 
blesome, thankless,  and  hopeless  usfc,  particularly  if  tlie 
first  blow  should  be  directed  a^nst  ourselves.  If  I  had 
made  any  motion  upon  the  subject,  which  I  intend  to  do 
at  a  proper  time,  I  might  answer  him,  in  the  language  of 
the  homely  proverb,  '*  better  late  than  never." 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  shall  vote  for  . 
the  resolution.  It  was  with  pain  I  saw  the  apparent  laugh 
and  amusement  which  the  resolution,  and  the  remaru 
which  accompanied  it,  affbrded  to  some  of  the  gentlfr- 
men  of  this  House.  I'heir  feelings  towards  a  new  mem- 
ber must  be  very  dillerent  from  mine.  I  view  such  a 
member  as  coming  fresh  from  the  People,  and,  therefore, 
not  long  enough  licre  to  be  contaminated  by  bad  princi- 
ples, or  evil  example.  He  is  fresh  from  the  oven  of  public 
opinion  (  nnd,  as  such,  bearing  the  impress  of  the  People. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  speaks,  I  do  not  doubt, 
the  sentiments  of  seven-eighths  of  the  honest  and  intelli- 
gent People  whom  we  represent.  What  he  speaks  is  not 
his  own  UngURge;  it  is  the  Unguage  of  the  People.  And 
while  I  listened  to  him,  I  felt  an  emotion  of  sliame  that 
I  should,  in  any  degree,  during  the  little  time  I  have  been 
here,  have  weakened  my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  will  of  my  consUtuenls.  The  Constitu- 
tion itself,  by  appointing  a  periodical  term  for  our  service 
here,  reminds  us  of  the  prindple  tliat  the  representatives 
in  this  hall  ought,  lion*  period  to  period,  to  come  fresh 
from  the  People,  reflecting  their  sentiments  and  speaking 
their  language.  And,  sir,  he  who  disregards  this  princi- 
ple, will  most  certainly  fall  a  viclim  to  his  own  folly  {  and, 
in  saying  this,  I  do  not  speak  tlie  dreams  of  imagisation, 
but  the  language  offact.  It  has  been  said,  in  thu  discus- 
sion, that  we  nave  the  cheapest  Government  on  earth. 
Have  we,  sir  i  I  can  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
one  which  has  outlived  all  the  republics  of  the  world — of 
Athens,  uf,SpariA,  and  all  Ihe  other  republics  of  Greece. 
There  is  not  one  among  them  all  wluch  is  equal  in  this 
respect  to  the  little  republic  San  Marino,  which  has 
endured  now  for  fourteen  hundred  years.  So  long,  sir, 
as  a  republic  continues  simple,  its  Government  cheap, 
and  its  people  virtuous,  it  will  perpetuate  their  happi- 
ness {  but  as  soon  as  the  Govemmeut  becomes  splendid, . 
and  its  uflicers  grow  into  rulers.  It  will  surely  be  of  short 
continuance.  Nuw,Bir,what  is  the  present  situation  of  this 
cheap  Government  ?  Why,  nr,  would  it  be  believed  tint 
the  number  of  persons  actually  engaged  in  it  amounts  to 
double  the  number  of  our  military  force  ?  Yet  such  is  the 
fact  at  this  moment.  The  number  of  officers  iif  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  this  Government,  civil  and  military, 
amount  to  no  less  than  nine  thousand.  Can  they  all  be 
really  useful  }  No,  sir,  it  is  impossible,  f  have  been  in- 
formed, said  Mr.  M.,  and  believe,  that,  in  the  Ordnance 
Department,  the  disburaement  of  about  three  hundred 
Uiousand  dollan  costs  the  Government  neariy  serenty 
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thousand.  Sir,  in  this  there  must  be  tometbing  wrong;. 
There  must  be  something  rotten  in  Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  tlwt  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky ouglit  to  have  pointed  out  the  particular  mischief 
which  DC  wished  to  remedy.  But  ttiift  U  not  in  the  pow- 
er of  any  individual,  unless  he  can  derate  the  whole  of 
his  time  to  the  inquiry.  And  I  therefore  hope  this  re- 
solution  will  not  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  but  will  be  confided  to  a  Select  Committee,  who 
may  be  employed  eiclusively  in  this  investigation.  And 
1  have  entire  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the  Chair, 
tbat  such  mentben  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  u  are  not 
already  burdened.  1  hope  they  will  go  into  tlie  numef 
ous  Departments,  and  search  every  thing  to  the  bottom. 
I  repcatj  there  are  now,  9,338  peraons  employed  in  these 
various  Departments.  Sir,  is  this  like  a  Republic  t  It  is 
like  any  thmg  else  in  the  world.  Within  the  small  pe- 
riod I  have  enjoyed  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  witnessed 
«  very  stoong  desire  to  multiply  offices,  but  no  movement 
of  reform.  It  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  more  aged 
in  experience  than  I,  |.Mr.  Haiidolvu]  that  this  is  not  Uie 
accepted  time.  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  that  gentleman. 
It  is  always  the  time  to  do  good.  Now  is  the  accepte<l 
time.  A  continual  drip  wH]  at  length  wear  a  hole  in  a 
atone,  and  so  will  continual  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed  i  and  I  have  been  de- 
lighted to  see,  in  so  many  members  of  tliis  House,  a  dis- 
poHtion  to  cany  forth  this  measure  to  the  good  of  the 
country.  I^ook,  rir,  at  the  vast  expenditure  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  compare  that  expenditure  with  the  simple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.  I'his,  sir,  is  the  true 
principle  of  comparison,  and  not  to  compare  our  expen- 
ses with  the  expenses  uf  England,  of  Russia,  of  Austria, 
or  of  France.  Such  a  comparison  is  manifestly  unjust. 
Our  own  Government  stands  alone,  and  the  parullel  will 
not  tpply-  When  we  look  at  the  aimpticity  of  its  ma* 
chinery,  we  shall  find  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  a 
Very  unlaithful  monitor.  It  will  be  worse  if  we  go  to 
that  of  Russia,  and  it  wH)  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any 
Kingly  Government  whatever.  How  many  new  offices 
have  been  created  since  thedayaof  our  proaperity  And 
when  I  speak  of  tiie  days  of  prosperity  in  this  Republic, 
I  refer  to  the  first  days  oi  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration. 
Tliose  were  the  days  of  ite  gloty.  The  Republic  has 
been  deteriorating  ever  rince,  and  will  soon  slide,  unless 
carefuliy  restrained,  into  the  ocean  of  profligacy.  The 
gentleman  tokl  us  that  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Pmnt  did  not  confine  its  benefits  to  the  sons  t>f  the  well- 
born, and  the  rich.  But,  sir,  I  ask  what  orphan  son  of  a 
wid<iwed  mother  is  ever  recommended  to  that  institu- 
tion ?  No,  sir  i  we  recommend  a  boy,  whose  father  is 
abundantly  able  to  educate  him,  and'  we  do  it  because 
that  father  is  also  able  to  aid  us  in  our  election  to  this 
House.  Tiie  gentleman  says  the  school  is  conducted 
with  the  greatest  Republican  simplicity.  Sir,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  idea  the  gentleman  attaches  to  those 
terms.  If  ever  there  was  a  monarchical  institution  on 
tlie  fkce  of  the  earth,  the  mUitary  school  of  France  not 
excepted,  this  certainly  is  one.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  very 
creatures  of  royalty.  But  we  have  been  told  that  we 
must  not  stop  here  ;  that  we  must  have  a  naval  institu- 
tion also,  in  which  young  men  from  the  first  circles  may 
receive  their  education,  also  at  the  public  expense  i  and 
I  venture  to  say,  when  they  liave  got  it,  they  will  be  more 
useless,  if  possible,  than  before.  Bat  it  is  with  these 
that  our  navy  is  to  be  filled.  Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are 
to  have  a  national  univerrity,  intended,  no  doubt,  to  pre. 
pare  young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  floor  ;  then,  sir, 
all  things  will  be  going  on  beautirullv,  and  the  poor  peo- 
ple wilfbc  run  down  under  our  feet.  God  save  me  and 
my  posterity  from  any  such  Republican  institutions.  Sir, 
we  are  milled  by  names.  A  spade  ts  not  called  a  apade. 
We  call  tlicM  BepubUcao  iiufUtutivus.   But  I  say  let  Uic 


States  educate  their  own  sons.  l>et  us  have  th*t  cradle 
which  brought  fbrtli  a  Wasliington  and  a  Jackson,  to 
bless  their  country.  When,  tar,  did  gentility  do  any 
thing  for  the  public  good?  When  did  pomp  and  riiow 
prolong  the  date  of  a  Republic?  Bemember  how  Thebes 
mouldered  into  niiu  when  ber  people  aougbt  to  oat-vie 
the  Persians.  Remember  what  became  of  Sparte  wbea 
she  forgot  the  simple  lavs  of  Lycuigu*.  So  will  ibii 
Government  crumble  into  ruin,  before  twenty  yean,  m- 
less  we  stop  the  wheels  of  its  downward  course  in  profi- 
gacy  and  extravagance.  We  come  from  our  hoaw% 
many  of  ua  at  least,  poor  and  penny  leaf'  we  look  at  tte 
magnificence  trf"  this  Hall— we  learn  to  attend  upon  le- 
vees, and  to  bow  to  thuae  who  are  in  fact  our  servant^ 
and  we  soon  disdain  (o  own  that  we  were  poor.  We  are 
dressed  at  the  public  expense,  and  suon  cut  a  fine  fignre, 
but  this  course  will  soon  deitroy  us  unless  we  atop  nBi> 
way  in  our  mad  career. 

With  r^rd  to  the  pqr  the  memberib  I  wil^  hov> 
ever  say,  that  if  any  branch  cf  the  Government  ia  winii 
bly  paid,  it  is  the  ntembcra  of  Congress.  Their  pay  is  a 
compensation  which  a  poor  young  man  of  gemna  darei 
not  vo  receive  :  for,  should  he  make  the  attempt,  be  sees 
nothing  but  starvation  befi>re  him.  The  pay  offers  iam 
no  compensation  for  tlie  losses  he  must  neceaaarily  sv 
tain  in  quitting  the  whole  of  bis  pursuits  in  life  ;  wbe- 
tber  those  pursuits  be  profiesnonal,  agricultural,  orme- 
chanical,  the  pay  presents  no  indemr^ty  for  tbetr  Vm 
Sir,  who  do  we  And  in  these  seats  *  We  find  either  nca 
of  great  wealtli,  or  men  reckless  of  their  future  vuuSal, 
or  bachelors  without  family  or  dependenU.  I  say,  aid  I 
insist  on  it,  tliat  we  are  worse  paid  than  any  other  pa- 
sons  in  this  Government.  We  have  more  arduous  dutio^ 
if,  indeed,  we  would  perform  them— I  do  not  mean  to  mf 
that  we  do  fiilly  perform  them  t  but,  if  we  did,  we  shoalJ 
labor  harder  tun  any  other  persons  in  thn  Govcnunent ; 
and  yet  the  snrrieat  drudge  in  one  of  the  Departments^re- 
eeives  more  than  we  do,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  scxne  mes- 
senger, or  still  inferior  menial.  I  will  candidly  tell  the 
House  my  opinion  in  this  matter.  It  is,  tbat  one  of  tvo 
things  ouriit  to  be  done.  I'he  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress ought  either  to  be  raised  so  as  to  reward  tite  exe^ 
tion  of  tne  first  talents  in  the  country,  or  it  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  what  will  barely  pay  the  expenses  uf  oar  de- 
cent living-.  To  talk  of  our  present  pay  being  a  ca»- 
pennation  for  our  leavii^  our  business  to  come  here,  ii 
perfectly  idle.  Wliy,  sir,  in  the  few  months  of  the  fast 
vacation  which  1  could  spend  at  home,  I  made  nnc 
money,  by  far,  than  tlie  whole  of  my  salary  as  a  member 
of  this  House  i  and  if  you  do  not  give  a~  oompensstiei^ 
then  give  us  enough  to  pay  our  bills  for  boera,  and  ts 
buy  us  a  single  suit  of  clothes  :  for,  in  that  case,  as  sooa 
as  the  suit  was  Worn  out,  we  should  all  go  home.  Sir, 
gentlemen  tell  us  of  our  overflowing  Treasury.  Theie 
IS  one  view  in  which  an  overflDwing  Treaaury  is  a  cune- 
As  s»on  as  it  is  known,  a  species  of  pecuniary  manis 
seizes  upon  us  all,  and  we  seem  to  think  tliat  every  ia^ 
vidusl  may  dive  hia  arm  into  it,  and  scatter  its  contents  to 
the  four  winds.  So  fiu*,  an  overflowing  Treasury  proves 
to  be  a  curse,  and  as  i'ar,  too,  as  we  make  use  of  it  mody 
to  throw  the  public  money  into  our  respective  neig^bw 
hoods.  1  do  not  ask,  now,  whether  the  purpose  be  con- 
stitutional or  not.  The  evil,  sir,  lies  in  our  own  degene- 
rate hearts,  and  not  in  the  Treasury.  Were  it  not  for 
this,  tKfwever,  the  Treasury  might  be  replemshed— we 
should  not  be  emitaminated  by  the  brilliant  shiners  it  tnight 
contain.  We  should  then  remember  that  the  money 
there  is  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  cotintiy's  strength. 
Sir,  the  resolution  cannot  but  have  a  good  eifcct.  It  will 
at  least  make  the  officers,  who  are  already  in  place,  some- 
thing more  circumspect  in  their  expenditures.  We  hare 
a  contingent  fiiad  here  and  a  contingent  fund  there,  and 
eveiy  Jittle  office  Im  its  contingent  Ibud,  U  wSl  bsve 
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m  ttill  more  valuable  effect  if  it  produce  an  inquiry  into 
»he  neceuity  of  keeping  up  this  army  of  9,000  officers. 
"Mp.  Speaker,  there  was  a  certain  king  who  once  heard 
lii8_  People  loudly  cofflpIainiii{f  under  taxation,  and  yet, 
•on  inquiry,  discovered  that  there  was  no  money  in  bis  trea- 
siiTy.  Tlie  members  of  liis  council  were  immediatelv 
-(tailed  together— they  went  into  a  number  of  Tery  warm 
ax:KuiDents— great  confusion  pretaileil,  and  the  conclave 
«Mne  to  no  conclusion.  The  monnich  dismissed  his 
«ouoseJlors,  and  sent  for  an  obscure  sage  who  dwelt  in 
«fatt  DeFgbbortiood  :  when  the  difficulty  wag  explained  to 
«hM  wise  man,  he  requested  that  the  king's  attendants 
nuffht  bnng  a  roll  of  cloth,  a  pair  oF  shears,  a  needle, 
«nd  all  tbe  king's  money.  Re  immediately  went  to 
■vark  Mid  made  as  mvny  bags  as  there  were  counaellon, 
»d  one  more.  He  then  distributed  the  money  among 
mil  the  counsellors'  bags,  and  taking  up  the  empty  bag 
whtch  remained,  he  prewnted  it  to  the  King,  aayinir, 
*  and  there  is  your  Majesty's  ahsre."  He  then  made  his 
bow  and  retired.  The  King  immediately  dismissed  his 
Cotinaellofs,  when  his  treasury  wss  soon  iiill,  and  all  hu 
People  happy.  Sir,  it  wily  imporen'Bhes  the  People,  to 
■et  up  so  many  dignitaries  among  us.  I  am  for  giving 
•our  officers  an  adequate  compensation,  but  not  for  ap- 
pwnjjng  twenty  men  to  do  the  duty  of  one. 

I  AaW  oppoae  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  beratuse  it  strikes  out  the  clause,  which  de- 
cures  the  end  of  the  whole  inquiry.  But  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  resolation,  so  to  modify  it, 
*«  to  substitute  a  "Select  Committee" fcr  the  "Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means." 

Mr.  M'DUFFIE  agreed  in  this  suggestion-he  ha.1  no 
•ortof  objection  to  tbe  investigation,  hut  he  hoped  the 
House  would  pass  upon  the  measure  without  farther  dis- 


cussion. {!«  would  take  the  liberty  to  remind  gentlemen 
that  short  speeches  made  a  short  session. 

Mr.  CHILTON  now  said,  that  be  was  entirely  willing 
to  modify  this  resolution,  as  had  been  proposed.  He  be- 
Leved  the  Coinmittee  o*  Ways  r,^  Means  to  be  made 
up  of  able  memben,  prepared  to  breast  a  thunder  storm, 
md  he  had,  therefopp,  at  first  selected  that  committee. 
He  said  a  few  words  m  explanation  oS  his  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  £Mr.  BaxnT.]  The  gentle- 
man  bad  mistaken  him,  if  he  supposed  that  be  meant  to 
»y  that  that  gentleman  was  superannuated.  What  he 
bad  said  on  that  subject,  was  wholly  of  a  general  nature, 
and  was  not  intended  to  have  any  individual  application. 

however,  the  gentleman  had  said  that,  under  particu- 
lar f»rcumstance^  h«  should  not  plead  his  age,  so  he 
oouJd  a»ure  that  gentletnan  that  he  should  not  plead  his 
youtb.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.DANIEX,'of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  hsd  not  intend- 
ed to  trouble  tbe  House  with  any  remarks  of  his,  either 
upon  the  or^nal  proposition,  or  the  amendment  to  it  : 
nor  shnukl  he  now  nave  done  it,  but  for  the  keen  sar- 
nsms  whidi  had  Mien  ftom  the  gentleman  from  Maty, 
lana.  8o farn  tlie  original  resolution  proposes  an  in- 
q^ry  into  thepropriMy  of  reducing  the  public  expendi- 
tuTc^  so  ftr,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  heartily  concurred  in  its  pro- 
Tinons  :  and  it  was  extremely  paiutul  to  liim  to  discover 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Msrjland  attempted 
totura  this  investigation  into  ridicule  and  reproach,  and 
had  attempted  to  play  oif  hia  ant  upon  his  colleague.  At 
•Dme  ofhisremarks,  said  Mr.  U.  I  was  amuied,  though  I 
did  not  entirely'  approve  of  them,  nor  could  I  discover 
the  force  of  the  argument  whidi  they  conveyed.  His 
great  a^nwnt appeared  to  be,  that,  if  the  pay  of  mem- 
t>en  of  Congress  were  to  be  reduced,  they  could  not  bo 
well  educate  their  horses  to  go  electioneering :  and  in- 
deed, sir,  when  those  remarks  fell  from  the  member,  I 
was  greatly  at  a  loss  to  determine  which  posaeased  the 
j^ostnatiregmitis,  the  horse  which  was  spoken  of, or  his 
muter. 


(.The  SrsAKBR  here  declared  all  penonal  observa- 
tions to  be  out  of  order.] 

It  was  not  my  wiah,  said  Mr.  D.,  to  make  any  personal 
Hllusion  whatever,  further  than  in  reference  to  remarks 
wliich  have  been  applie<ltomy  colleague;  but  if  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  was  to  be  bemnred,  his  horse 
was  much  m<H«  intelligent  than  the  greater  part  of  his 
constituents.  Tliat  breed  of  horses,  Mr.  I),  went  onto 
say,  would  be  very  acceptable  in  his  country,  and  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  expence,  &c.  This  at^ment  about 
the  horse  appeared  to  nim  to  be  the  great  and  only  argu- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  against  the  resolu- 
tion, except  that  the  mover  of  it  was  a  young  member, 
who  had  been  In  the  House  only  two  or  three  days,  and 
that  it  was  therefore  highly  improper  that  he  should  at- 
tempt a  measure  of  aucu  great  importance  to  tbe  eoiiH 
munity. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure,  Mr.  D.  said,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  produce  much  good.  It  would  set  on  foot 
an  inquiry  wnetber  the  pubuc  expenditures  are  not  ex- 
orbitant, and  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  In  any  gene- 
ral attempt  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure^  it  was 
highly  expedient  that  Congress  should  set  the  exaroplck 
Let  us  (said  he)  bejcin  by  redudng  our  own  eompen- 
satioii,  and  Uien  other  public  ofHcers  will  have  no  rea- 
sonable ground  of  complaint  if  we  sboutd  reduce  their 
salaries,  wluch  measure  might  otherwise  be  msde  a  mat- 
ter of  reproach  to  us. '  It  is  my  opinion  that,  with  pro*' 
per  prudence  and  economy,  a  man  m:iy  be  paid  for  his 
services  and  live  very  well  on  six  dollars  per  day  ;  and 
when  gentlemen  seem  to  think  tliat  two  dollars  saving 
per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
such  a  dignified.body  as  Congress,  they  ou{^t  to  consi- 
der that  the  saving  of  two  dmlars  per  day  on  the  pay  of 
each  member  would  amount  to  hundreds  of  dollars'per 
day :  and  for  the  number  of  days  in  each  session,  would 
amount  to  an  immense  saving.  Such  would  be  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  pay  of  members  from  eight  dollars  per 
day  to  six,  or  five,  or  four  dollars  per  day  ;  and  members 
might  live  here  comfortably  for  less  than  the  latter  sum, 
the  expenses  of  living  in  this  city  being  nothing  like 
what  he  had  anticipated  and  expected  when  he  lefthome. 

In  our  own  Sute,  where  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
receive  two  dollars  per  day  fbr  their  services,  they  live 
well  during  the  annual  session,  and  return  home,  at  the 
end  of  it,  with  50  or  60  dollars  in  their  pocket,  &c.  Ano- 
ther reason  which  induced  Mr.  D.  to  favor  a  reduction  of 
the  public  expenditures,  was,  that  it  was  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  woollen  goods,  &c.  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  operate  as  a  prohibitiun  on  their  importation,  the 
consequence  of  which  would  be,  that  the  People  mtut 
be  taxed,  by  a  direct  lax,  for  the  support  of  this  Govern- 
ment: and  genUemen,who  were  in  fovor  of  what  was  call- 
ed the  tariff  principle,  ought  to  consider,  if  they  meant 
to  press  that  measure,  that  it  was  indispensaljte  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  retrenched.  To 
this,  he  presumed,  a  portion  ufthe  publicoffieers  coidd 
have  no  great  objection ;  and  especially  the  Seeretary 
of  (he  Treasury,  who  was  so  desirous  that  the  import  du- 
ties on  certain  articles  should  be  augmented. 

It  had  been  remarked,  by  the  gentleman  from  Now 
York,  in  assigning  the  reason  why  he  was  in  favor  of  hia 
amendment,  tint  tbe  National  Debt  is  already  extinguish- 
ed as  fasf  as  any  one  can  wish,  ami  that  we  shall  have 
more  money  in  the  lYeasury  than  we  have  any  use  for. 
When  that  slioiild  be  the  case,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  should 
thank  the  General  Government  for  a  few  appropriationt 
for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of  which  he  was  a  Represen- 
tative, which  had  hitherto  experienced  none  of  tlie  bene- 
fits of  this  overfiowing  Treasury,  whiht  Utey  paid  their 
full  proportion  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  expended  on 
the  sea-board,-  where  its  expenditure  was  perlwps  more 
to  the  interest  of  thuee  who  had  the  Erection  of  the  ex> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1148 


GALES     SBATON'S  BEGISTBB 


1144 


H.  OF  R.] 


HetrencJiment. 


peoditure.  Time  aAer  timr,  said  lie,  we  have  been 
amused  with  projects  of  Interna)  Improvement,  but  until 
the  laat  Summer  we  neverJiad  airbt  of  an  Engineer,  to 
•hew  uf  where  a  stone  was  to  be  placed  or  removed,  &e. 
and  the  Engineers  who  had  visited  the  State  laat  Sum- 
mer, had  travelled  over  the  i^und  as  rapidly  as  men 
uauaUy  travel,  at  the  rate  of  five  or  six  miles  an  hour — 
from  whom  be  supposed  in  due  time  we  should  have  a  re- 
port. Mr.  O.  said,  be  was  in  bvor  of  Interoal  Improve* 
ment,  and  he  wished  to  see  a  retrenchment  of  the  sala- 
ries of  perfeclly  useless  officers,  that  the  saving  might 
sfTwd  the  means  of  making  roads  and  canals,  which  roads 
and  canals  he  wished  to  see  made  by  the  States,  and 
not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  If  there  is  a 
surplus  in  the  t  reasury  (said  he)  let  U  be  divided 
amoi^  the  Sutes  for  that  puipose. 

There  were  a  number  of  officers  in  the  Government, 
whom  Ur.  D.  said  he  berieved  to  be  perfectly  useless. 
There  wus  the  Fourth  Auditor,  for  example  i  ami  he  be. 
lieved  there  were  at  least  three  of  the  Auditors  whose  of- 
fices could  be  dispensed  with,  without  detriment  to  the 
P4iblic  service — who  might  be  lopped  off,  if  he  correctly 
understood  the  nature  of  their  duty«  which  was  little  more 
than,  when  the  subordinate  officers  fett  in  any  difficulty 
■a  to  any  accounts  before  them,  to  decide  whatever  ques- 
tions they  might  present  ;  and,  fur  his  part  he  would  as 
soon  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Clerk  in  gene- 
ral, as  upon  that  of  the  Auditor.  Eleven  o'clock  was 
about  the  hour  at  wliich  these  officers  attended  in  tlieir 
offices,  and  at  two  or  three  o'clock,  (be  did  not  exactly 
know  which,)  the  offices  were  shut  up.  Now,  Mr.  D. 
said,  in  the  State  in  which  he  lived,  a  man  employed  to 
labor  for  a  compensation,  had  to  work  from  Sun  to  Sun, 
tnd,if  necessary,  a  little  iti  the  night,  and  surely  the  Prin- 
cipals and  Clerks  in  Public  offices,  comfortably  provid- 
ed for  as  they  wrre,  with  large  contingent  funds  at  their 
disposal,  &c.  ought  to  perform  more  lubor  than  they  do 
for  their  salaries,  some  at  a  thousand  dnilars,  some  at  fif- 
teen hundred,  some  at  two  thousand,  some  at  three  thou- 
sand  dollars,  and  perhaps  some  at  three  thousand  five 
Irandred  dollars  each.  This,  Mr.  D.  said,  was  extrava- 
gance iixthe  extreme.  All  this  pomp,splendor,and  pride, 
was  of  no  consequence  to  this  Government  i  and  when- 
ever this  Government  was  destroyed,  it  would  be  in  con- 
sequence of  the  licentiousness  and  curruption  of  its  own 
citizens^  created  by  the  example  of  the  Government — for 
so  kmg  as  the  Government  is  pure,  &c.  so  long  will  the 
People  be,  and  no  longer.  Here,  in  this  House,  (said  Mr. 
D.  in  conclusion,}  kt  the  example  be  set  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.  ] 

Fridat,  jAHCiaT  25i  1828. 

Mr.  STORRS,  from  the  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1833,  reported— 

**  That  they  have  had  the  said  bill  under  conrideratkm, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time, 
to  pass  any  law  relating  to  the  subject  {  and  that  the  com- 
mittee had  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  that  they  may 
be  discharged  from  the  further  connderatioo  of  the  said 

The  committee  was  discharged  aceordinrly.  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

BKTRENCHMCNT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Cbiltoit.  Tlie  fol- 
lowing amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Taxloh,  of  New 
York,  being  under  consideration : 

**Mem>twtit  Tbattlte  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mtans 
be  imtrueted  to  inqidre  iato^  and  report  to  this  Huua  v 


what  officers,  in  their  opinion*  may  be  moat  advasrtageh 
ously  discontinued  t  what  apiaries  will  reasonably  bear  De- 
duction 1  and  such  other  means  of  retrenchincnt  as  t* 
them  may  seem  necessaijr." 

Mr.  FI.OYD,  of  Va.  rose  and  said  that  he  was  ap- 
posed to  the  amendment,  because,  in  hb  judgmeirt,  it 
was  not  likely  to  result  in  any  tiling  beneficial  eitlker 
here  or  elsewhere.  It  amounts,  in  substance  to  tlii^ 
that  a  Committee  shall  be  directed  to  tell  thia  Uooae 
that  which  they  already  perfeetly  know— that  there  is 
prodigality  and  waste  in  the  expenditures  of  thb  Go- 
vemment ;  and  because  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
whole  nation  has  so  long  felt  the  greatest  anxiety,  is^  by 
this  amendment,  to  be  stricken  out  of  the  reaolutioo.  1 
mean,  said  Mr.  P.,  tlie  expediency  of  discharging,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  the  national  debt.  The  time  has 
now  arrived  when  this  House  is  bound  to  do  aonetluag 
decinve  in  hs  diaivcter.  Heretofi:.re,the  opention  m 
this  Government  has  been,  in  a  grett  degree  beToed 
our  limits,  and  confined  to  objecU  of  a  coMtitobend 
character ;  but  now  a  new  era  has  fipened  upon  ■% 
and  we  are  about  to  feel  all  those  calamttuua  conse- 
quences wliich  iu  measures  and  policy  are  destined  to 
bring  upon  the  People.  It  is  ven  true  that  the  doc- 
trine advanced  under  tlie  elder  Adanw,  that  a  aationBl 
debt  is  a  national  blessing,  has  not  now  been  distindlr 
avowed  ;  but  the  same  doctrine  is  subsUnliallr  advine- 
ed,  in  a  different  shape.  We  have  been  told  that  a 
national  debt,  for  which  stock  is  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, is  beneficial  and  denrabk,  because  it  enables 
cipitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  the  United  Slairs 
securities,  and  then,  if  death  overtakes  them,  a  peima- 
nent  provision  is  matte  for  tlieir  wives  and  ianuliea.  The 
interest  on  their  investment,  though  nor,  perhaps,  so 
great  as  that  arising  from  other  stocks,  is  sure  and  can 
be  received  with  certainty,  being  free  from  all  those 
risks  and  changes  which  arise  from  tlie  mal conduct  of 
Bank  Directors,  snd  other  contingencies  to  whteh  it 
would  be  liable,  if  invested  eillier  in  commerce,  or  a 
the  stock  of  turnpike  roads,  steamboats,  canal^  Su. 
which  seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

We  approach  an  era  in  which  the  cash  operations  of 
Government  are  turned  in  upon  itself  t  when  it  hys 
bold  of  all  the  money  it  can  get,  for  purposes  of  a  lool 
character  t  when  it  operates  upon  objects  instead  of  on 

grincinles  \  at  such  a  time  the  extinction  of  the  Natioaal 
lebt  \m  a  thing  earnestly  to  be  avoided  by  all  poK^iriisa 
in  power.  But  if  the  Government  sh^l  tinn  canlnoe  to 
pK»s  on  objects  calculated  to  throw  back  the  money  of 
the  nation  into  the  liands  of  capitalisU  t  if  it  endeavors 
to  throw  back  on  their  liands  the  whole  of  the  National 
Debt,  and  then  to  urge  upon  us  a  taiiff  calculated  to  ex- 
haust the  whole  of  the  surplus,  and  press  that  tarilF  to 
the  point  of  prohibition  on  certidn  articles^  then  laA 
how  IS  it  possible  that  we  can  exist  under  such  a  state 
thii^  ?  It  is  avowed  tliat  they  mean  to  press  the 
tariff  to  prohibition.  Now,  the  property  of  all  tbc  Ifid- 
dlc,  the  Western,  and  the  Southern  States  conaota  ia 
the  product  uf  their  lands  \  and,  under  this  system,  «e 
are  called  to  legislate  away  all  the  vahie  of  those  bads. 
The  fivmer  is  now  selfing  his  produce  at  a  priee  so 
small  that  it  will  hardly  enule  him  to  pay  his  taxes  i  and 
at  such  a  time  you  are  going  to  compel  him  to  pay  an 
addition  of  from  10  to  1^  per  cent,  on  the  pike  o*  ercty 
article  be  Duys.  If  you  let  the  National  Debt  remain  as 
it  now  is,  you  compel  the  country  to  raise  a  sum  ama- 
ally,  which  is  equal  to  your  whole  Sinkii^  Fund  i  asi^ 
by  doing  so,  you  maintain  a  system  which  will  cntsb  the 
Pvopic  of  this  country  into  tliat  state  of  want  and  pemy 
of  which  my  colleague  apuke  when  he  decribnl  to  us 
the  condition  of  the  popuUlion  uf  Ireland  and  Englaai 
We  wtte  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Manfaw^  that 
there  is  a  difference  between  parMmoqy  aad  ccoooif 
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I  admit  it.  I  trust  that  ve  ire  not  now  to  be  told  that 
paniinony  is  on«  thing  an<)  economy  another.  Who  has 
demed  it  }  Bat  I  say,  that  it  is  not  a  good  argpument 
to  prove  that  tbia  Goremment  is  economical,  to  tell  us 
tkat  the  printinff  <^  the  BngKsh  GovernmeDt  alone, 
MDOunts  to  as  much  as  all  the  expences  of  our  own.  I 
an  aony  for  the  Englisb  People.  -It  is  true,  I  bear  them 
no  km — have  no  great  reaaon  to  love  them.  But  look 
at  their  own  statements.  They  acknowledge  that  one 
tbird  of  their  population  are  paupers.  While  they  have 
a  Nihility  that  are  rolling  in  wealth  and  splendor — the 
richest  Nobility,  perhaps,  at  this  time  in  the  world — the 
People  are  brg|^  in  the  streets  of  London  ;  and  it  is 
cakuhted  that,  in  that  great  and  proud  ehy,  one  man 
porisbes  ercfy  day,  from  actual  hunger.  [Here  Mr. 
RaaseiM  said,  in  an  under  tone,  more  than  one.]  My 
c<^ague  says  there  are  more  than  one,  and  he  is  much 
belter  ittformed  on  this  subject  than  I  pretend  to  be. 

What  a  spectacle  ia  here  presented  ,to  the  American 
People  !   We  have  been  asked  why  this  object  of  re- 
trenchment  has  not  been  sought  in'  England !  Sir,  it  haa 
been  aought  there*  and  the  man  whf^  in  my  opinion,  de- 
■erves  a  monument  tor  his  exertions,  has  been  imprisoned, 
and  reduced  to  beggary,  and  thattluough  the  influence 
which  is  derived  from  patronage— from  patronage  which 
ia  exerted  by  the  Government  there  very  much  as  it 
has  been  by  the  Department  of  State  in  this  country,  and 
which  is  calculated  to  produce  miu  and  corruption,  if  it 
has  not  already  done  it,  in  our  country.    I  have  been  vil- 
fii^  to  reform  abuses  ever  ance  I  have  had  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  and  in  laboring  to  reform  them  1  have  encnun- 
lered  what  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  [Blr.  Tat- 
ub]  said  waa  a  misfortune,  the  being  called  a  Radical — 
though  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so  great  a  mtfTortune. : 
The  Executive  influence  in  this  Government  Is  very 
great.   It  has  been  exerted  to  calumniate  members  in 
thia  House,  aa  well  as  great  and  wise  men  out  of  the 
Uonse.    It  lias  attempted  to  cut  Ihem  off  by  diirk  inuen- 
doa  t  and  hireling  scribblers,  whether  from  EngUnd  or 
Germamr,  I  will  nut  say,  have  been  paid,d)rectiy  or  indi- 
rectly, (w  peiforming  the  tadc.    Sir,  are  we  to  be  told 
that  the  expences  of  the  contingent  Aind  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  Government  have  not  increased  i   They  have 
inereaaed.  they  are  increasii)g,  and  ought  to  be  diminish' 
ed.   They  have  increased,  and  that  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  there  are  no  abuses  in  the 
appKfxtion  of  that  fund,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  cor- 
rect these  abuses,  because  the  expense  of  printing  alone 
for  the  British  Parliament  is  equal  to  the  whole  expense 
of  ttus  Government  f   Sir,  if  you  take,  into  calculation 
what  the  People  of  the  United  SUtes  pay  to  support  the 
Goremments  of  the  sevetal  States,  and  of  thia  General 
'  Government  in  addition,  you  will  find  that  they  pay  a 
sum  ec^ual  to  that  paid  by  the  People  of  England,  under 
all  their  commercial  depressions,  and  all  the  misery  and 
degradation  to  which  they  are  reduced.  I  am,  therefore, 
in  mvor  of  paying  the  national  debt  by  all  the  means  that 
the  Government  can  lay  its  bands  oa  t       I  am  not  now 
to  be  persuaded  that  the  linlung  fund  is  going  to  extin- 
nii^  It  in  a  year  or  two,  because  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  bas  told  us  so.    Sir,  1  remember  a  time,  at  the 
clsae  of  the  laat  war,  when  a  man,  whom  every  body  will 
allow  to  have  been  much  more  capable  of  judging  and 
^waking  on  the  finances  of  this  country  than  the  gende- 
nan  who  has  now  the  cbaive  of  them,  told  us,  that  in 
fiiartaen  years,  the  public  debt  would  be  paid  ;  but  it  is 
not  pud  yet,  nor  u  it  llfcely  to  be  while  we  take  money 
out  of  the  treasury  for  all  sorts  of  wild  and  visionary  pro 
jects.     We  borrow  on  one  side  to  pay  upon  the  other, 
and  the  money  that  is  now  due  is  paid  only  by  a  new 
loan,  at  a  less  rate  of  interest.    Gentlemen  say  that  the 
sinking  fund  will  pay  off  the  debt  in  due  time  ;  and  the 
gentle  man  from  New  York  [Mr.  Titlob]  lias  told  tu  that 


he  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
This  expression  of  not,bein{^  prepared  to  advocate  a 
thin^.  I  take  to  be  a  Congresaumal  mode  of  saying  that 

one  IS  opposed  to  it 

[Mr.  TAYLOR  here  begged  leave  to  explun,  and  ICr. 
FLOYD  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  observed  :  I  stated  that;  by  the  existinr 
law,  all  the  surplus  in  the  Treasuiy,  besides  the  ten  ml' 
lions  annually  reserved,  was  eani^  to  the  sinking  fund. 
The  present  balance,  he  bdieved,  was  about  two  mil- 
lions. Whatever  the  amount  might  be,  it  went  to  that 
fund.  Whatever  might  be  saved  by  retrenchments 
would  also  go  there.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that 
every  neeeassty  retrenchment  ahndd  be  nuule,  and  that 
the  avails  should  be  consecrated  to  this  object ;  but  he 
did  not  suppose  that  it  was  the  desire  of  any  gentleman 
to  make  a  formal  addition  to  the  ten  millions^  which 
were  settled,  by  the  act  of  1816,  aa  constituting  au  an- 
nual sinking  fund. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  now  asked  his  colleague  to  indulge 
him  with  the  floor,  while  he  put  a  single  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  Mew  York. 

Mr.  FLOYD  having  signified  his  assent— 
Mr.  RANDOLPH  asked-Do  I  undcntand  the  gentle- 
man as  afiirming  that  the  whole  of  the  ten  millionslias  re- 
gularly been  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt? 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  in  reply,  tliat,  during  the  former 
Administration,  there  had  been  a  period  when,  owing  to 
the  embarrasments  of  our  commerce,  and  -the  falling  off 
itf  the  revenue,  which  was  its  necessary  consequmee, 
■?  ^■^""'y  unsljle  to  pay  to  the  sinking  fund  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  ten  millions  requirid  by  law. 
This,  if  he  rightly  remembered,  occurred  about  the  years 
1818,  1819,  and  1820.  It  was  when  the  Radicals  were  the 
msjonfy  in  this  House.  He  had  not  spoken  of  Radicals 
as  un/orttmaie,  but  as  much  abused.  The  TreaauTV,  in 
former  years'  liad  paid  to  the  sinking  fund  more  than  ten 
iniUions  per  annum.  At  the  close  ofthe  last  Adm'miatra- 
lion  the  Treasury  was  somewhat  in  arrear  to  the  sinking 
fund,  because  the  sums  paid,  over  tea  millions,  in  any 
year,  could  not  be  carried  to  (lie  credit  of  the  next  year, 
inasmuch  as  all  tlie  surpluses  of  any  year  belonged  to 
that  fund.-  Although  in  the  former  Administration  the 
full  amount  of  ten  millions  had  not  been  r^uiarltt  paid 
by  the  Treasury  to  the  sinking  fiind,  yet,  during  the 
present  Administration,  more  than  ten  millions  had  been 
thus  regularly  paid,  and  since  the  organization  of  the 
present  sinking  fund,  to  this  time,  a  sum  greater  than  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  (en  millions,  annually  pledfjed 
for  that  purpose,  bad  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt ;  but  it  had  not  always  been  regularly  apprieil. 

Mr  RANDOLPH  replied,  that  it  would  be  peiccived 
that,  if,  at  any  time,  the  whole  of  the  ten  millions  had 
not  been  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  dtbt* 
then  the  public  had  been  trifled  with.  I'he  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  were  bound  to  apply  the 
whole  ofthe  ten  millions,  and  the  surpluses  too,  what- 
ever they  might  be.  But  If  they  rob— no.  Sir— 1  will 
not  say  rob— that  is  a  harsh  term— but  if  they  take  any 
thing  from  the  sinking  fund,  from  what  flind  can  they 
repay  it  f  If  by  loans^  that,  as  my  colleague  forcibly 
expressed  it,  would  be  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  If 
it  has  been  repaid  from  surplus  balances,  then  they  have 
only  paid  the  sinking  fund  what  ought  to  have  been 
in  tbatfiiad  before  :  for,  if  they  ever  ukea  single  far. 
thin^  fVom  the  sinking  fund,  they  can  never  repay  it — 
it  is  impossible,  ex  n'  termini.  They  have  only  loans  or 
surpluses,  out  of  which  to  make  up  the  delciencies — 
and  the  surpluses  all  belong  to  the  sinking  fund  alrea- 
dy. Sir,  thia  is  as  clear — aye.  Sir,  and  much  elearer— 
than  the  light  from  that  window. 

Mr  TAYLOR  replied,  the  genileman  from  Virginia 
is  certainly  correct  {  the  fact  19  as  be  bas  stated  it 
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Bat  that,  I  ny,  *"  no*  the  fault  of  the  prewnt  Adminis- 
tration. Tliey  have  pud  the  whole  (en  millions  annu- 
ally, and  they  have  Ki»id,  beudei^  part  of  the  fomer 
deficiencies  in  the  wnking  fiind. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH.  Thai,  I  understand,  tliey  could 
not  do  :  for  tliey  iiad  nothing:  to  pay  with.] 

Mr.  FLOYD  now  resumed.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  utert  that  the  present  Adminittration  has 
applied  the  wliole  ten  millions  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  f  Sir,  I  wish  to  impress  on  jfentlemen  from 
the  »KricuUiiral  States,  the  Middle.  Western,  and  South- 
em  Stales,  what  will  be  the  state  of  thin^  when  the 
whole  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  paid,  and  what  now 
tonm  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  a  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury. Tliia  is  the  very  crisis  that  I  fear — a  crisis  which 
the  lynx-eyed  People  who  have  been  referred  to,  have 
seen  most  clearly  t  but,  if  it  is  the  object  of  our  lynx- 
eyed  rulers  to  lax  the  agricultural  States  of  the  Middle 
and  West  of  this  Union  to  the  whole  amount  of  (hat 
ten  millions,  can  we  exist  ?  What  must  be  the  end  of 
it  ?  1  Wave  every  temperate  and  well  conMriicted  mind 
to  consider.  I  liad  rather  that  this  measure  of  inquiry 
had  been  brought  into  the  House,  at  the  time  wl^n  we 
could  have  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  abuses  in 
this  Government,  in  all  their  ramificatioas.  I  knew 
^ey  did  exist — the  whole  of  (his  discussion  prove* 
they  exist — but  whether  we  can  get  along  with  the 
investtRation  of  them  as  well  without  the  aid  of  (he 
Bxecutive  Departments  as  with  it,  Heave  the  House  to  de- 
termine. There  ore  some  other  little  things  which  \  will 
notice.  Here  is  Europe  in  a  state  of  profound  peace — 
we  have  no  Minister  in  England— our  Ambassador  to 
BusMft  is  almost  fb^tten— what  our  Minister  at  Paris  is 
doing  I  do  not  know — at  Colombia  we  have  none — but 
ve  have  a'splended  Tacubaya  mission  to  amuse  us  in 
tiie  mean  time.  Our  accounU  are  settled  in  an  entirely 
new  way — whether  by  the  celebrated  Fifth  Auditor,  or 
by  direction  of  Congress,  he  wonhl  not  say.  The  very 
clothes  of  our  Ministers  are  paid  for  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, and  patterns  are  engraved  on  copper,  and  kept 
at  the  Department  of  SUte,  that  those  ^^ntlemen  may 
be  able  to  give  suitable  directions  to  their  tailors.  I  do 
not  know  tnat  I  find  vety  much  fault  with  this,  but  one 
thing  I  sm  sure  of,  we  give  our  agents  abroad  most  am- 
ple and  liberal  salaries,  and  quite  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  appear  as  an  American  gentleman  ought  to  ap. 
pear.  If  the  allowance  is  not  sutiicient,  lei  tuero  come 
to  lliis  House  and  say  it  is  not,  and  if  they  can  she^r  thsrt 
that  is  the  case,  1  pledge  myself,  for  one,  to  make  it  most 
ample.  But  I  would  do  it  with  ttits  understsnding,  that, 
■when  the  bu«ness  for  which  the  Minister  was  sent  was 
completed,  he  sholl  come  home.  Then  we  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  the  expence  of  much  of  that  useless  splen- 
dor and  show  whicli  some  of  our  Ministers  are  aping 
abroad.  1  do  not  know,  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
orof  the  world,  a  more  pleasing  spectacle  than  the  ap- 
pearance of  Livingston  and  Franklin  at  the  Court  of 
France,  in  plain  well-made  Kepublican  dresses,  such  as 
became  them  and  the  Government  they  represented,  it 
IB  much  more  dignified  in  my  eye  than  if  they  had  glit- 
tered like  Prince  Esterliasy,  wliu  could  afford  to  let  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling's  worth  of  jewels  drop  from 
his  coat  every  time  he  put  it  on.  We  have  nothing  but 
liberty,  and  how  can  we  undertake  to  vie  with  such 
men  as  Sir  Wellesley  Pole,  each  foot  of  whose  win- 
dow curtains  cost  five  guineas — we  agriculturists,  whose 
produce  is  selling  at  ten  cents  a  bushel  or  lies  rotting  in 
our  warehouses  f  Yet  wc,  forsooth,  must  go  into  all  tiiis 
sort  of  expenditure,  because  England  has  dune  su. 

Sir,  I  will  refrain  from  an^-  luiUier  remarks,  yet  1 
sliould  be  glad  if  the  resolution  were  a  little  amended. 
There  is  a  part  of  it  which  partakes  somewhat  of  the 
character  or  argumeDt.    Now,  I  am  willing  that  gentle- 


men who  support  the  resolution  shouhl  do  it  on  their 
own  reasons-  I  diaU  support  it  for  reavon*  of  raj  vmm, 
hot  I  do  not  chose  to  vote  fbr  %  neamre  for  the  maoDi 
of  others.  I  therefbre  wMi  the  reeolution  oeald  be  ss 
amended  as  to  express  nothing  but  the  ainple  propo- 
sition itself. 

Mr.  STEWART  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  Is 
his  colleague,  [Mr  BcrSAirAir]  and  the  gentlemen  ftoa 
Viripnia,  [Mb.  RAinioLra  and  Mr.  Finn]   who  hat 
spoken  against  the  resolution.   The  object  of  this  irew- 
lution  is  to  institute  an  inquiry,  to  aseertain  vheAcr 
abuses  exist  in  the  public  expendituiTS  ;  whether  then 
are  any  unneceasafy  offices  and  salaries :  and  whether 
retrenchment  iflay  not  be  henrficiany  resorted  to.  Fdt 
his  own  part  he  was  deeidcdlr  in  farar  of  the  rcsob- 
lion.    Let  the  doors  of  inquiry  be  thrown  wide  opes; 
let  every  one  enter  and  see  fat  himself    He  would  vote 
fbr  it  whether  referred  to  o  Standir^  or  a  Select  Com- 
mittee ;  or  whether  the  anMndment  now  propa«ed  was 
Miopted  or  not ;  he  would  vote  for  tiie  amendment,  br- 
cauae  the  preamble  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  seea- 
ed  to  htm  to  contain  an  assumption  of  the  very  £»rtj 
which  it  was  the  end  and  object  of  the  proposed  inqas- 
ry  to  ascertain.    Mr.  S.  was  decidedly  in  lavor  of  every 
inquiry  into  supposed  abuses  ;  ami,  if  found  to  exi^  he 
woiUd  go  irith  him  wbn  dare*  go  fiwthest  in  npplyia|[ 
the  eoTvective.    llie  gentleman  who  inOoduoed  On 
proposition,  who  comes  iniTnediately  from  ttie  People, 
and  from  an  higldy  excited  political  contest,  tcBs  ns, 
what  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  public  mind  is  ei- 
citcd  on  tliis  subject  i  tliat  the  People  believe  the  G*- 
vemment  has  become  wasteful  and  prodigal,  thai  aba- 
sea  exist,  of  the  most  alarming  eliaractcr  :  and  so  Hmg 
was  the  popular  sentiment  on  this  subject,  that  he  n 
obliged  to  give  a  pledge  to  his  constituent^  befme  he 
left  them,  to  bring  this  subject  immediately  before  the 
House — it  was  then,  ih  his  ludgmcnl,  alike  ^le  to 
lie  opinion,  and  to  tbe  character  of  the  Govemmnt, 
that  this  inquiry  should  be  promptly  instituted.    If  the 
alleged  abuses  exist,  let  Uiem  be  exposed  and  reae> 
died!   If  not,  let  these  clsmon  be  silenced  by  the  re- 
port of  a  Committee  of  this  Mouse — let  the  pnbbe  est 
be  disabused  and  the  public  mind  put  at  rest. 

He  differed  entirely  from  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Brcai- 
sak]  and  Uie  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  [  Messrs.  RoirsgLrf 
and  Floxb]  who  think  that  this  is  not  the  proper,  <*tht 
acceptetl  time,**  to  inquire  into  and  correct  abuses.  YDsf 
is  this  not  the  proper  time  f  if  ab«tses  eidst,  why  not 
now  correct  them  )  If  the  public  money  is  migappBed, 
why  not  at  once  apply  (be  remedy  The  present  is 
always  the  proper  time  for  this  work — **delayB  are  dn- 
gerouB  t"  by  delating  the  remedy  we  sanction  snd  incxase 
the  evil — **  now  is  the  accepted  time,'*  and  every  momeat 
of  delay  is  a  dereliction  of  public  duty  on  the  part  sf 
those  holding  the  correctivs  power. 

If  sbuses  exist  t  if  there  are  too  many  offices ;  if  sab. 
ries  are  too  high  or  too  numeroos  ;  if  the  pablio  money 
is  wastefiilly  and  t>rodi|^lly  expended — where  is  the 
fault At  whose  door  lies  the  sin  of  these  offences  > 
The  &ult  is  in  this  House,  sir.  We  hold  the  parse  strii4:s 
of  the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  will  be  heU 
responuble,  if  we  opp}y  not  tbe  remedy  promptly  aad 
efficiently.  Public  offices  were  not  only  cresited,  but 
tbe  salanea  fixed,  and  thrir  payment  annually  provided 
for,  by  law.  Every  appropriation  of  money  for  every 
object  of  expenditure,  down  to  the  lowest  derkship  in 
the  Departments,  hod  to  pass  under  tbe  notice  and  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  aftrrvvartU  of  this  House.  He  therefore  hoped  the 
inquiiy  woidd  go  on — its  postponement  would  be  m  dis- 
regard of  public  duty  on  the  part  of  thoae  who  believed 
in  the  existence  of  tite  evils  and  abuses  complained  o£ 
Hit  colltague  had  sud.  that  he  ceuMdered  it  too  late  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1149 


OF  DEBATJj^S  IN  CONX^BESS. 


LH.  35,  1828.] 


RetrmchmaU^ 


[H.  or  R. 


be  sesuoB  (  that  balf  Uie  seMion  had  now  gone  by.  IF 
uJf  tbe  aeawon  were  ^ne — what  have  we  done  ?  it  had 
>een  said,  and  aaid  truly,  lliat  but  one  bill  had  yet  be- 
x»me  A  lav,  and  that  was  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
Hir  own  wn^ea  !  What  would  become  of  the  urifiTi  if 
talf  the  aeasion  was  gone,  and  no  bill  yet  reported  to  the 
House  i  But,  for  one,  if  abuses  existed,  as  had  been  al. 
lefred,  he  would  stay  bere  (however  reluctant)  till  mid- 
tuouner,  if  necessary,  1o  expose  and  correct  them,  and 
ulfil  the  otber  duties  which  we  owe  to  the  country  and 
>ur  oonstituento.  But,  gentlemen  say  we  must  go  to 
vork  **  systematically  let  each  individual  go  to  work 
fttid  ferret  out  abuses  and  expose  them.  ExptMe  them 
—where  ?  In  the  public  prints  i  For  what  purpose, 
and  with  what  view  ?  This  could  lead  to  no  peactical 
result.  No,  let  the  resolution  be  adopted,  let  the  subject 
l>e  referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House  ;  if  abuses  ex- 
ist,  let  them  report  a  bill  for  their  correction  %  if  not,  let 
the  &ct  be  sUted,  and  let  the  tongue  ti  mlspepresenta* 
tion  be  silenced  {  let  the  ii^urioua  reporto  now  id>Toad 
upon  the  wind,  and  waftwl  to  the  remotest  parts  of  our 
country,  be  expMed  to  merited  reprobation.  The  gen. 
tieman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rauolph}  asys,  we  wai,  by 
adopting  the  resolution,  send  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  not  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  but  of  '<undiscovety(" 
this  oMistituted  uo  objection  to  the  measaie.  The  gentle- 
man bad  alleged  the  existence  <^  many  and  great  abuses. 
If  so^  does  the  gentleman  doubt  tlie  ability  or  dispostion 
oftbeableChairmanoftbe  Committee  ofWays and  Means, 
to  ferret  out  and  expose  them  ?  He  presumed  not.  This 
duty  is  imposed  on  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House  ;  it  was  a  duty  for  which  they 
were  particularly  qualiGed,  by  their  familiarity  wiUi  the 
whole  range  of  Public  Expenditures  constantly  present- 
ed to  their  view.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  an  annual  re- 
port from  that  Committee,  presenting,  in  one  clear  and 
comprehensive  view  to  Ihe  country,  an  exhibit  of  all  tlie 
expenditures  of  the  several  Departments  of  Government, 
civil,  miUtaiy,  commercial— with  the  considerations  wliich 
recorommd  their  continuance  or  discontinuance :  thus 
public  attoition  would  be  attracted  to  abuses  if  they  ex- 
isted, and  if  not,  misrepresentation  and  unfounded  com- 
plaints would  be  silenced. 

As  th^  subject  of  the  public  debt  had  been  very  cxlen- 
aively,  snd  he  thought  rather  unnecessarily,  drawn  into 
this  debate,  and  as  be  thought  a  good  deal  of  misaprehen- 
■ion  prevailed  on  tliis  subject,  he  bej^^  to  be  indulged 
with  a  few  remarks  on  this  point.  Gentlemen  seemed  all 
extremely  anxious  to  pay  oif  the  public  debt  i  but  they 
appear  to  forget  that  they  have  no  riglit  to  redeem  it  fas- 
ter titan  it  becomes  redeenuble.  If  you  have  a  surplus 
nf  a  hundred  millions  a  year,  you  cannot  pay  the  debt. 
You  have  no  right  to  pay  it  before  the  year  1835,  when 
Ihe  last  portion  f>f  the  debt  will  become  redeemable  ;  and 
a  sinking  fund  of  eig'ht  or  nine  millions  a  year  will  as 
efTectuslly  pay  it  off,  by  that  time,  (except  three  per 
cents.)  as  ten  times  tbe  amount  {  for  we  all  know  that  tlie 
public  cretlitors  will  not  receive  the  debt  before  it  is  due. 
Tbey  would  be  glad  you  would  keep  the  money  and  pay 
them  Die  interest.  They  deprecate  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  more  than  (hose  who  have  to  nay  it.  He 
IimI  made  one  or  two  calculations  on  the  subject  of  the 

Kublio  debt,  whicli  he  would  present  to  the  House  ;  and 
e  challenged  an  examination  into  their  correctness, 
Tlicy  bad  been  submitted  to  tbe  revision  of  a  gentle- 
man rao^  than  any  otlier  qiulified  to  decide  upon 
their  accuracy,  and  had  recfived  his  approbation.  He 
would  now  offer  the  result  of  these  calculations  to  tlie 
House. 

1.  By  the  application  of  eight  millions  for  four  years, 
aod  six  millions  thereafter  for  six  years,  the  whole 
cf  the  debt  (except  tbe  three  per  cents)  would  be 
citiiiyuiihed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1838> 


2.  Including  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  the  whole  debt 
would  be  extinguished  by  annking  fund  of  ten  miU 
lions,  on  the  31st  of  December,  283j,  and  by  eight 
millions  in  1138. 

S.  To  pay  the  whole  debt,  (except  the  principal  of 
the  three  percents)  the  average  sum  •r#8,604,7'j3 
wilt  be  required  till  the  close  of  the  year  1835. 

4.  To  pay  the  whole  debt  and  interest  by  tlie  close  of 

1835,  (except  the  principal  of  tbe  three  per  cents, 
and  five  per  cent,  bank  stock)  tbe  aum  of  7.919,994 
will  be  required. 

5.  The  whole  debt  (except  the  three  per  cents)  will  be 

redeemed,  by  the  semi-annual  application  of  eight 

millions  per  annum,  in  1836. 
The  Commissioners  have  no  right  to  pay  off  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  until  it  falls  to  65  per  cent  It  is  a  fiict* 
with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  that  the  3  per  centi^  are 
now  at  8r,  snd  in  proportion  as  we  go  on  to  redeem  other 
atoel^  the  3  per  cenU  will  rise,  because  there  wiU 
be  tbe  ten  millions  which  is  annually  extricated  by  Um 
payment  of  debt  seeking  an  investment.  It  this  stocl; 
ts  now  at  8!%  instead  of  fidling  to  65,  it  is  much  mor« 
probable  that  it  will  rise  to  par,  or  periiaps  still  higher. 
You  have  no  then  to  pay  oflT  this  3  per  cent,  stock. 
That  is  no  portion  of  the  debt  wbidi  you  have  wiy  rigbt 
to  redeem. 

K  iriU  be  seen  that,  by  a  Sinkanr  Fund  of  wglit  ni^ 
liens,  the  whi^  of  the  ddit  would  be  exiSnguidied  in 
1836.  There  is  another  view.  The  whole  of  the  debt 
would  be  extinguished  in  \9iSt  except  the  |»inctpal  of 
the  three  per  cents,  by  an  unual  appUcation  of  %  8,601.- 
753  ;  and  befbre  tlut  time,  we  have  no  right  to  pay  off 
the  debt,  if  we  had  even  500  millions  in  the  Treasury. 
Yet  Rentlenen  talk  of  paying  off  the  debt,  tt  is  demen- 
strable  that  we  are  not  able,  Deeauae  we  have  no  rij^t  to 
pa)'  it  off  sooner  than  the  present  fund  will  accomplish 
It ;  and  by  the  reguUr  application  of  tliat  ftind,  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  a  surplus  wHI  remain  in  band  whan  the 
debt  is  paid. 

In  respect  to  the  Bank  StcKk  of  seven  nullions,  it  is 
worth  more  than  par  at  this  moment.  Tins  annual  appli- 
cation of  97,719,994  will  pay  off  the  last  of  the  Public 
Debt  in  1835,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bank  Stock  and 
the  three  per  cent  slock,  and  double  the  amount  could 
not  pay  it  sooner.  Why,  then,  Mr.  S.  asked,  is  ihe  lui. 
lional  debt  always  presented  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
as  a  blig  bear,  to  deter  us  from  making  necessary  appro- 
priatioiis  ?  He  hoped  such  a  course  would  not  be  persisted 
in,  when  every  attempt  to  discharge  the  debt  befi»e  tbe 
year'1835  must  be  in  vain.  The  loo  rapid  payment  of 
the  -debt  threw  a  most  oppressive  burden  upon  the 
country  { the  withdrawal  of  ten  millions  a  year  from  a 
very  limited  currency,  and  its  application  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  a  great  part  of  ii4iich  was  held  lit 
Europe,  was  a  most  severe  and  exhausting  operation  upon 
the  country.  This  fact  accounted  for  the  great  scarcity 
ormuncy,andconatituted  the  great  source  of  just  and  uni- 
versa!  complaints  which  we  hear  from  eveiy  part  of  our 
country  on  this  subject. 

The  People  of  this  count  iy  now  pay  into  your  Exche- 
quer more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollarsa  year,  and  one- 
linlf  of  this  immense  sum  is  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
and  applied  to  tbe  public  debt  contracted  during  the  lale 
war.  't'his  was  unnecessarily  severe « it  paralyzed  indus- 
try, checked  enterprise,  and  broke  down  all  the  active 
energies  of  our  country.  How  much  better  to  relieve 
the  country  from  a  smult  portion  of  th-s  burtlen,  by  redu- 
eing  the  sinking  fund  to  seven  or  eiglit  millions,  and  re- 
turn the  two  or  three  millions  tlius  saved  to  the  People 
who  pay  it,  to  be  expended  in  improving  tlie  internal 
condition  of  our  countiy  i  it  would  Aua  tun  back  into  its 
usual  and  ordinaty  channels  of  oirculationf  infusing  new 
Ufe  and  activity  into  the  wbt^  body  politio  f  and  tlu^ 
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would  not  po«tpon«  the  final  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
more  than  one  or  two  yean.  Such  a  chang«  of  the  pre- 
sent exhauating'  syatem,  while  it  would  eswntialljr  pro- 
mote the  public  prosperityt  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  alto 
meet  the  public  approbation. 

Theae  were  tome  of  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
national  debt,  vrhlch  had  constituted  so  prominent  a  to- 
pic in  the  morning's  debate.  He  did  not' aupport  this 
proposition  under  considerallon  becnuse  be  thought  it 
necessary  to  hasten  tlie  payment  of  the  public  debt- 
far  frcHn  it.  He  supported  it  because  be  thought  vigi- 
lance and  economy  in  the  public  expenditure^  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  nt  and  proper  in 
themselves  i  because  lie  was,  at  all  times,  in  favor  of 
throwing  the  doors  of  all  the  Departments  of  this  Go- 
vernment wide  open  to  all  who  wialied  to  look  into 
them  to  correct  abuses,  if  any  existed.  He  was  opposed 
to  concealment,  or  even  the  appearance  of  it.  Let  the 
country  be  fully  satisfied  on  eveiy  subject  of  doubt  cw 
suspicion.  If  there  is  any  tiling  wrong,  let  it  be  draped 
f6rth  into  open  day— let  the  lash  be  applied  where  it  is 
due,  whether  to  the  accusing  or  the  accused.  If  abuses 
exist,  let  them  be  exhibited,  and  I  will  most  heartily 
unite  with  gentlemen  in  applying  a  prompt  and  efleclual 
remedy. 

Mr.  WEEMS  said,  that  he  had  risen,  not  to  make  a 
speedi,  or  to  enter  at  alt  into  the  argument,  but  only  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  wliat  the  House  itself 
had  already  done,  and  thereby  to  stop,  as  he  hoped,  any 
further  unnecessary  consumption  of  its  time.  Sir,  on  the 
11th  of  January,  I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  invite  tlie 
notice  of  the  House  to  this  very  subject.  With  that  view 
1  oifTered  a  resolution,  which  the  House  adopted,  and 
thereby  made  it  theirs,  and  which  lliey  sent  to  one  of 
the  standing  Committees.  On  examining  the  rules  of  the 
House  before  1  olTered  this  resolution,  I  found  that  the 
65ih  rule  reads  thus  : 

•*  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
public  departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether 
tlie  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with  sucli 
laws  }  and,  also,  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provi- 
sions and  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to 
the  cconiimy  ut  the  departments,  and  the  accountability 
of  their  officera  :" 

And  it  did  strike  me  that  this  very  department  of  1e 
gislation  was  embraced  nnder  the  direction  ot  that  rule. 
It  was  therefore  tlut  I  offered  the  resolution,  the  House 
adopted  v,  and  sent  il  to  one  of  the  honorable  Commit- 
tee; to  whom  no  other  duty  isi  assigned.  In  directing  the 
reference  to  that  Committee,  I  was  influenced  by  the  old 
adage,  that  what  is  every  body's  business  is  nobody's  ; 
1  found  that  there  were  six  other  Committees  to  whom 
this  duty  in  part  belonged,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenditures  did  not  probably  think  theroselres 
particularly  called  upon  to  attend  to  it.  But,  since  the 
House  adopted  my  resolution,  that  Committee  has  had 
tlie  inquiry  before  them,  and  they  are  now  acting  upon 
it,  in  the  same  manner,  to  all  intentti  and  purposes,  all  good 
IKirposes  at  least,  as  if  they  were  a  Select  Committee- 
Now,  l«  send  the  subject  elsewhere,  or  to  debate  it  in 
Uiia  House,  while  they  have  been  expressly  charged  with 
it,  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  very  complimentary.  It  was 
from  respect  to  the  feelings  of  all  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  that  Committee,  that  1  voted  the  other  day  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Kisoolph]  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  tlie  table,  and  1  sliall  oppoae  whatever 
tends  to  take  the  business  out  t^the  bands  of  lliat  Commit- 
tee. I  will  now  read.  Sir,  tlie  resolution  which  was  offer- 
ed by  me,  and  adopted  by  the  House. 

''Wliereas,  suspicions  are  abroad,  in  our  land,  touch 
ing  the  economy  of  our  Government,  and  the  improper 


application  of  the  Public  money  :  An<l,  whef«as  it  ta  at 
all  times  meet  and  proper  for  the  Repreaeotalirea  of  the 
People  to  guard  their  pn^rty,  as  well  as  their  kceAom, 
BO,  alto.  It  is  equally  tbar  duty  to  protect  the  cfaanc- 
ter  of  thrir  officers  :  Therefore,  Resolved,  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures,  who  have,  by  the  65tk 
rule  of  this  House,  this  subject  more  particulariy  cov 
mitted  to  their  charge  than  any  other  Commitiee,  be  re- 
quested forthwith  to  inform  this  House  whether  it  be 
compatible  with  their  other  duties,  to  enter  aptm 
that  mM  of  rigid  examination  necessary,  by  oomparii^ 
with  the  sevml  lawB  making  appropriation^  the  db- 
bursemenis  under  them,  and  the  votichers  in  support  of 
them,  according  to  the  spirit  and  intention  ofthe  saidnile, 
and  the  objects  herein  specified  ;  And  also  to  report,!' 
necessary,  what  further  provisions  and  arrangements  are 
wanted  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  Departmenla,  ai 
the  accountability  of  thorofficen-" 

This,  Sir,  as  I  conceive,  embraces  every  possible  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  which  Is  now  under  discussion,  aad 
therefore  completely  supersedes  that  resolution- 
Mr,  BLAKE  said,  that,  when  he  came  to  the  Hodk 
this  morning,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  ^ven  bis  ofm- 
ion  on  the  resolutions  now  under  consideraUoo,  bet 
being  apprebenwve  that  be  should  anticipate  some  ge»> 
lleman  wno  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  who,  according  to 
parliamentary  courtsey,  had  a  rgitt  to  precede  bin  is 
debate,  he  liad  declined  to  introduce  the  discusnon.  V, 
Sir,  said  he,  I  was  induced,  by  the  renurks  of  yesJerdjj 
on  this  subject,  to  come  to  a  determination  to  take  pat 
in  the  debate,  the  remarks  which  have  just  frUesiisB 
the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  [Mr.  Flovd]  of  anniiv 
tenor,  do  certainly  afford  a  strong  additional  induceowt 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  it  not  wlictlier  the  m&fd 
debt  should  be  extinguiahed,  but  whether  the  presnt 
Administration  is  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  one  « 
nat.  Before  I  left  my  constituents,  to  dischai^  tlie  dotj 
they  had  been  pleased  to  assign  me  in  this  House,  I 
heard  repeatedly  and  frequently  tliat  the  patrora^ 
the  Administration  had  become  alarmingly  extenstre— 
that  ths  officers  in  various  Departments  under  them  re- 
ceived Itiglier  salaries  than  their  services  entiUedthesi*^ 
and  that  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money  vtn 
prodigal,  and  menacing  to  the  liberty  of  the  coiiDtr?. 
These  complaints  were  not  made  generally  wiiltout  a*- 
signing  a  responsubilit^,  but  they  were  all  chalked  upon 
the  Administration  t  they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogne 
of  miarepresenution  and  complaint  against  the  preieat 
incumbents  in  the  high  offices  ofthe  Government-  Ttwse 
di Jtinguished  individuals  were  represented  as  setting  u 
example  of  extravagance,  of  nonrishing  and  extending 
the  evil  to  the  community  around  them  at  the  public  ex* 
pense  ;  and  their  conduct  generally,  it  was  emphatical- 
ly said,  was  incompatible  with  tlie  true  character  ot  a 
Kepiiblic,  sustaining  and  recommending  the  notkm  tbat 
this  Government  should  be  splendid  and  profuse  like  the 
old  GovernTnents  of  the  other  hemisphere.  That  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  introduced  this  rcsnlutivn, 
and  presented  the  subject  seriotisly  before  the  House,  a 
therefore  matter  for  rejoicing.  I  shall  support  an  inqui- 
ry into  these  charges  most  willingly.  L>et  the  resole- 
tion  be  adtqitcd,  let  the  investigation  be  proceeded  In,  and 
pushed  thorouglily— let  tl>e  gentleman  and  those  «tw 
may  be  assigned  to  aid  him  have  every  assistance  frtm 
this  House,  so  that  the  inquiry  ma^  be  conducted  to  the 
greatest  advantage.  If  it  be  the  fact,  that  tliia  ia  sucli  a 
wicked  and  unprincipled  Administration  as  it  is  repre- 
sented, let  (hat  fiict  he  made  appear  and  reported  to  <u, 
and  let  every  member  of  it  ti-emble  for  tbe  consequen- 
ces that  will  await  him  from  a  bettsyed  and-  indignant 
People.  But  if  it  be  mere  fiction,  originating  in  the 
heated  minds  of  political  zealots,  let  that  tact  alao  appear 
and  let  a  generous  acknowledgiment  be  nade.   Aw^  Sir, 
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trust  lh«t  tliere  is  in  thia  lloiisn  a  sense  <if  generosity,  a 
.fl'irit  of  clii\iilr}'(  whicli  nnder  all  circiimsUnccs,  will 
lupport  its  honor,  ami  iuduce  it  to  retlress  tlin  culumnia- 
C(l  uuJ  t^e  i»iurc().  Sir,  1  cannot  vote  for  all  U>e  rcsu- 
utioiM  ofieml  1^  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but  for 
Hint  one  winch  it  retaiiufd  in  flie  amendment  proposed 
by  ih«  ^ntlcroan  from  New  York,  wliicli  coiittrmpUtes 
in  inquiry  whetlier  any  retrenchment  be  necessary  or 
Rot.  Tlie  otlier  resoliitions  which  preceile  it,  sUle  itas 
R  fact  that  abuse§  do  exist,  ami  I  am  unwilling  t>a  bhiic 
lion  audi  an  admission  by  my  vole,  until  I  liave  some 
eridence  Ibat  they  do  exist.  Si>  far  as  lie  contemjilatct 
an  inquiry^  1  will  go  with  ttie'gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
but  1  cannot  admit  any  loose  and  unsupported  changes  ; 
nor  am  I  as  yet  prcpured  to  say  that  retrenchment  is  ne- 
cessary— tlui  tlic  salaries  of  officers  are  exorbitant,  a«d 
that  abuses  exist  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. Sir,  We  were  told  yesterday  about  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  Uiat  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supported 
kvas  a  reflection  on  the  present  Admimotration.  It  is 
true  that  the  Adminiitntion  Itai  sustained  and  nourish- 
ed that  Institation.  And  why  so  ^  l>id  the  Instiiutiun 
originate  with  the  present  Administration  )  Ko,  Sir.  It 
vas  recommended  by  the  illustrious  Washington,  so  fre- 
quently  and  deservedly  called  the  Father  of  his  Countrj-, 
u-a«  established  by  Congress  in  the  aecond  year  of  the  ad- 
tninistralion  of  Ur.  Jt-fierson*  and,  from  first  to  last,  has 
been  protected  andcherislied  by  every  Admtnistnttion.  If 
it  be  an  improper  estabtishment,  and  one  calculated  to 
undermine  tlia  political  Institutions  of  the  cotinlrj-,  let 
not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the  presi-iit  Administra- 
tion, but  to  those  w)>o  liuve  gone  before  it.  \Vc  are 
tuld  by  tlie  gentleman  fram  Tennessee,  [Mr.  MitcmsllJ 
tliat  it  is*  place  for  the  education  oftlte  sons  of  rich  men, 
and  that  tlie  sons  of  poor  men  d«  not  gtarticipate  in  its 
benefits.  Since  Itie  remark  was  made  by  the  gentleman 
1  have  inqjiired  particularly  into,  the  facts,  and  I  have  learnt 
enough  to  satisfy  me  that  the  gentleman  has  been  misin- 
formed— tint  lie  is  mistaken — that  the  Appointments  ai'e 
tlistributcd  without  regard  to  the  pecuitiury  circumstan- 
iccs  of  t^e  parent  of  the  applicant — tliiil  the  sons  of  the 
tioor  as  well  as  the  rich  have  received  the-1:: — that  it  is 
enough  to  know  tlMt  the  youthful  candidate  U  one  of  pro- 
raise,  and  that  the  district  in  wliich  he  ivwdes  lias  not  re- 
'Ceived  its  full  compliment «  and  these  f^cts  being  estab- 
lished, the  Secretary  appoints  whhout  regard  to  ilie  ex- 
plotled  <|iiaIification  of  family  rank. 

Sir,  all  impartial  persons  will,  J  thinlc,  admit,  that  the 
seieiice  of  War  is  an  imporlBnt  one;  that  it  lequires 
much  application  j  a:Kt  that,  unless  it  is  assiduously  ctdti- 
vatcd  we  ^ali  cver.be  (bund  unprepared  to  meet  an 
enemy,  and  protect  the  honor  of  tlie  nation.  The  many 
disastrri  which  have  luippened  to  our  army,  Ime  taught 
413  impressive  leuons  upon  this  subject.  The  gentle- 
man  lias  also  atludud  to  the  recommendation  of  a  Naval 
Aeademy,  and  seems  to  deprecate  the  policy.  I  will 
obsene,  in  answer  to  liim,  that  tlie  same  rtfasoiis  uhich 
sjiply  in  favor  of  a  Miliury  Academy,  apply  with  equal 
force  in  Sivorof  a  simihir  Institution  for  the  initruction 
of  our  Naval  youtlu  And  vhy  should  (hey  be  neglect- 
cil,  while  the  youth  of  the  Army  are  provided  for  ? 
Has  more  fame  been  acqtiired  on  land  than  on  the  water  ? 
Al  least  one  half  of  the  Nation's  glory  ia  thi:  hard  eum- 
ings  of  our  gallant  tars.  We  are  tuM  by  tiie  same  gen- 
tleman, that  Wtt  are  here  surrounded  by  splendor  and 
extravagance,  and  (hat  tite  objccls  and  habits  which  eu- 
trendi  us  on  all  skies,  inculcate  notions  verjr  different 
from  those  which  we  eimruin  at  otir  respective  homes. 
This  msy  be  ;  but,  let  us  undf  riakc  re  Irene!  i  men  t  aixl 
reform,  and  prosecute  the  work  as  rigorously  and  cfu- 
ciently  as^iossiblej;  we  shall,  aAir  all,  still  find  ourselves 
surrounded  by  splendor  and  extravagance.  I'hese  things 
Arc  insepanib'le  from  the  scat  of  Government  of  a  na< 
Vol.  IV.— W 


tion  t  all''  if  wc  are  led  astray  by  them,  the  People  who 
SL-iit  us  here  mubt  apply  the  rod  of  correction,  and  re* 
stfii  e  us  to  prii  ate  life,  until  we  are  restored  to  ourselves. 
Sir,  it  is  constantly  rung  in  our  ears,  that  the  present 
Administration  is  prodigal  and  wasteful  t  but  where  is 
the  proof  ^  What  new  offices  have  been  created  under 
it  ?  Not  one.  What  salaries  have  been  raised  ?  Not 
one,  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  Geneial,  and  whose 
salary,  its  I  am  intormed,  was  raised  a  thousand  dollars 
higher  ttun  the  recommendation  ef  tlie  Executive.  Then 
why  all  (his  declamation,  and  all  thc^e  resolutions,  about 
the  multi(udc  of  ofScera,  and  the  extravagance  of  their 
salaries  }  Sir,  I  repeat  tt,  these  resolutiotis  are  an  attack 
on  the  present  Administration,  and  jvhether  so  designed 
or  not,  such  is  the  aspect,  I  &m  well  convinced,  in  wliich 
they  will  be  regarded  on  the  otticr  side  of  the  mountains. 
We  are,  moreover,  told,  that  the  per  diem  allowance  re- 
ceived by  US  here,  as  the  Representatives  t^tlie  People, 
is  too  much  {  but  if  this  be  the  (act  it  is  surely  our  «wn 
fauh,  and  the  Administration  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  it.  Od 
the  score  of  this  item  of  retrenchment,  I  am  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  other  gentleman  on  this  floor.  In  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Man  land  [Mr.  Babhst] 
I  will  go  as  far  as  lie  that  dares  go  farthest.  I  am  wil- 
liiig  even  to  go  so  far  as  to  do  away  tlie  compensation  to 
members  altogether.  But,  if  we  are  to  be  supported 
here  at  the  public  expense,  it  does  appear  to  me  inat  w« 
ought  to  be  fumidied  with  such  means  as  will  enable  us 
to  live  in  a  manner  becoming  the  Uepreseat^vei  of  a 
great  People. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  general 
retrenchment  is  absolutely  necessary — that  there  are 
more  officers  employed  here  than  are  required  by  the 

Euhlic  iitterc<it.  If  such  was  the  case,  I  am  inclined  to 
elicve  that  the  distinguished  individuals  at  the  head  of 
thp  Government,  would  lave  recommended  the  mea* 
sure.  My  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  is  very  diflTerent 
from  thaV  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Ftoiu]  appears  to  entertain  of  them.  1  believe 
them  to  be  as  intelligent,  as  honcstf  as  patriotic,  as  any 
set  of  men  al  the  head  of  any  Government  in  the  worlc^ 
and  that  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  tliat  they  are  our 
countrymen,  and  have  been  pUced  al  the  helm.  If 
jiistice  should  not  be  done  them  now,  posterity  wiU  do 
them  justice  ;  .but  I  hope,  and  trust,  and  believe,  that 
the  present  age  wilF  do  them  justice,  QOtwithetanding 
tlie  in;iny  piedictions  and  appearanciis  to  the  contrary  \ 
an>l,  sir,  as  it  relates  to  my  humble  fortunes,  I  cheerfully 
and  fearlessly  peril  them  in  the  same  barque,  and  am  wil- 
ling to  sink  or  swim  with  the  cause  of  the  present  Ad* 
miiiistrution. 

Sir,  we  arp  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  VIr* 
giiiia,  that  this  is  not  the  accented  thne  for  this  inquiry  | 
but  f  put  it  lo  (he  generous  feelmgi  of  the  House,  whether, 
oAer  the  remarks  that  have  been  made,  so  well  calcu- 
lattd  to  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  People,  and  swell 
the  clamor  against  the  present  Administration,  it  is  right 
(hen  to  refuse  and  prohibit  an  inquiry  ?  Sir,  this  is  the 
accepted  time  %  there  is  a  crisis  in  our  political  concerns; 
the  People  are  excited,  and  that,  too,  about  the  veiy 
mutters  embraced  in  this  resolution,  and  justiccf  and  gen- 
enisity,  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  constituents* 
require  that  we  should  now  fuUy  investigate  whether  the 
present  Adminislmtiou  be  culpable  or  innijcent, 

[Mr.  WRIGHT  was  proceeding  to  discuss  tl>e  subject 
before  the  House,  when  Mr.  WEB  MS,  of  Md.,  rose  to  a 
question  of  order.  Tlx  SPEAKER  requested  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  to  take  his  seat] 

Mr.  ^VEI:U8  then  stated  tliat  be  did  not  consider  the 
resolution  under  consideration  in  order,  inasmuch  as  he 
thought  the  whole  subject  contained  in  it  and  the  amend- 
menl  of  the  gcnUeman  from  New  Vork,  [Mr.  Tailo'b] 
was  emjjracca  by  a  resolution  he  oflered  some  days  ago^ 
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which  hail  been  adopted  by  the  House.  He  wished* 
tlierefore,  to  know  from  the  Chair,  whether  the  subject 
WM  now  in  order  * 

The  SPEAKER  said  tliat  he  did  not  conalder  the  re- 
solution, heretofore  adopted,  as  covering  entirely  the 
ground  embraced  by  the  resoltttion  and  amendment  now 
under  consideration.  It  was,  however,  a  question  ot  con* 
nstency,  which  belonged  mtlier  to  the  decision  of  the 
House,  than  the  Chair.  If  the  Speaker  were  permitted, 
at  least  on  doubtful  cases,  to  draw  qtiestions  of  consisten- 
cy within  the  vortex  of  order,  he  miglit  usurp  a  negative 
upon  important  propositions,  and  thereby  suppress,  in- 
stead of  subserve,  tlie  legislative  will.  Sucli  was  the 
Lex  ParUtaitmtariu^  The  (;hair,  tli«refore,  pronounced 
the  retolution  in  order,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  en- 
titled to  the  floor.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  owed  it  to  the  subject 
to  express  his  satirfaction  that  thii  matter  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  House,  and,  said  Mr.  W;  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, I  hope,  to  coiigralulale  the  country  on  the  aus- 
picious prospects  which  now  appear  to  attend  the  pro- 
pnsed  enquiry.   So  long  ago,  sir,  as  the  18th  of  May, 
1836,  I  presented  to  the  House  a  proposition  having  in 
view  the  same  object  witli  that  avowed  by  the'  gentle, 
man  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Chiltok.}   A  reference  to  the 
Journal  of  tltat  day  will  show  a  prop'tsition  introduced 
by  me,  to  amend  tlie  rules  of  the  House,  so  ns  lo  raise  a 
standing  committee  on  retrenchment,  whose  express  du- 
ty it  should  be  to  examine  into  the  mode  and  manner 
in  which  bunness  was  transacted  in  Uie  various  public 
offices,  to  ascertain  any  abuses  that  existed,  and  sn^ 
gest  the  proper  remedies,  and  propose  measures  calcu- 
lated to  promote  economy  in  the  transaction  of  public 
affairs.    The  proposition  met  with  little  favor  ilien,  and  1 
was  unable  to  get  it  off  from  the  table.    1  am  gittd  tosee 
many  gentlemen,  from  whom  I  then  received  neitlier  Aid 
nor  countenance,  anxious  lo  promote  the  measure  now. 
I  then  preferred  a  general  Standing  Committee,  because, 
in  looking  over  the  duties  assigned  to  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  Ho^pe,  I  was  afraid  that  tiu^aslthen 
thought,  and  stlU.thnik,  important  subject,  would  be  ne* 
{fleeted  by  committees  ctiarged  with  so  many  olhrr  du- 
ties.   At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  air,  thinking  that, 
if  1  directed  my  efforts  to  one  single  subject,  I  might  be 
more  successful,  1  offi-red  a  resolution  directing  an  en- 
quiry into  tho. expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House.   In  Ipoking  over  the  items  of  expendilure  con- 
nected with  it,  I  thought  many  of  them  extravagant  and 
imnecessar}',  conducing  more  to  the  convenience  of  mem 
bers  than  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  interest.  1 
thought  retrenchment  ought  to  be  matle.  aiul  that  it  was 
proper  the  work  sbould  begin  here,  in  this  House.  This 
project  failed,  as  did  the  other.    1  am  really  pratified 
thut  the  subject  is  now  here  under  different  auspices,  and 
that  the  present  propoution  meets  much  more  fiivur  than 
either  of  mine  tbd. 

I  have,  sir,  stilt  anodier  Cause  to  congratulate  myself 
that  tliis  subject  is  introduced  in  the  House  at  this  time, 
and  under  the  present  auspices.  The  present  President 
of  tlie  United  States  has  recommended  it  to  j  our  consi- 
deration in  his  two  last  messages.    This  shows  the  snb- 

i'ect  la  not  a  new  one,  brought  forward  for  the  first  time 
ly  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  President,  in  his 
measaga  to  Congress,  in  December,  18'i6,  says:  "It  is 
well  for  us,  however,  to  be  Wmonished  of  the  necesuly 
of  abiding  by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant  economy, 
end  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and  useful  expedients, 
for  pursuing,  with  steady  and  inflexible  perseverance,  llie 
total  dischai^e  of  the  debt."  In  the  mess-ige  of  Decem- 
ber, 1^,  he  says:  "The  deep  solicitude  felt  by  all 


sidention  of  Congress,  of  recommending-  to  tb«n  wiuq 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  applicBtiun  of  (be  pw>Gc 

funds." 

Sir,  if  we  really  wish  to  retrench  the  public  ex:pendt 
tures,  and  reform  existing  abuses,  we  have  reason  to  feli- 
citate ourselves  on  the  prospect  of  'doin^  something; 
and  I  have  reason  to  be  Bati»fied  that  a  measure  whicb, 
when  brouglit  fbrward     roe,  wholly  fiiiled  to  find  ftvor, 
and  which,  when  earnestly  and  repeatedly  reeommeoded 
to  our  oonaideration  by  our  present  excellent  ftnd  vigihnt 
Chief  Magistiate,  under  the  injunctions  of  the  Constibi- 
tion,  could  not  attract  the  attention  of  the  House,  or  dnr 
out  one  fnend  of  economy  and  reform  in  its  &var.  hts 
now  drawn  to  irs  support  the  aid  of  many  gentlemei^ 
from  diffL-rent  sides  of  the  Houst.    1  hope  soTnetfain; 
will  now  t>e  done.    I  have  supposed  that,  in  some  of  the 
many  public  offices  to  which  the  bitnneaa  of  the  oatitKi 
is  conngned,  there  are  cxtmv^^cies  and  abuses  thai 
need  remedy ;  but  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  any,  t  am  unabfc 
to  say  precisely  where  the  extravagance  or  the  abuses  can 
be  found.    I  want  the  subject  enquired  into  by  a  compe- 
tent committee,  and  fully  probed  to  the  bottoni.  GiTe 
us  information  and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed,  let  oi 
refbrm.   I  entertain  the  opinion  that  this  duty  woidd  be 
better  performed  by  the  aule,  experienced,  and  dilifeot 
Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means,  than  by  any  Select  Co» 
mittee  which  may  be  raised,  composed,  probably,  of  aev 
members.   Gentlemen  must  be  more  fortunate  thss  / 
have  been,  iti  in  visiting  the  offices  on  busineae,  they  c*b 
find  tbeir  way  througli  tlie  different  oIKcial  rannfic^iosi 
of  the  offices  i  and  tliey  will,  I  fear»  make  alav  progfai 
in  seardiing  fur  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
routine  of  business.    If  gentlemen  will  advert  to  tbe 
duties  devolved  by  the  rule      ttie  House  on  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  will  find  that,  aintu^ 
other  things,  that  committee  is  required     to  inquire  is- 
to  the  state  of  tlie  public  debt,  of  tlie  revenue,  and  cf 
the  expenditures,  and  to  report,  from  time  to  Ume,  tlieir 
opinion  thereon  t  and  to  examine  into  the  atate  of  tbe 
severat  public  Depr.rtmenti^  and  particularly  into  ll» 
laws  making  apprepriatlona  of  moncD'^  and  to  repoR 
whether  the  moneyB  have  been  ^abursed  confomublf 
with  those  laws  ;  and  also,  to  report,  from  time  to  lisKi 
sucli  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  necesnry  \» 
add  to -the  economy  of  the  OepartmentH,  and  tbe  aceooa. 
tabilily  of  their  officers."   litis  comnuiteei  then,  is  ite 
proper  conuniUee  {  its  memboa  are  fiimiliaP  with  tbt 
whole  subject,  many  of  them  are  old  members ;  HkT 
have  long  contemplated  the  whole  routine  of  public  b«h 
nness.in  the  offices,  and  can  act  speedily  and  efficiently. 
They  know  where  to  strike  j  from  them  I  shoidd  expect 
something  ;  but  1  sliould  not  feel  the  same  confidence  is 
a  Select  Committee.    I  hope,  therefore^  the  referenee 
will  be  to  that  Committee  \  but  if  that  is  refused,  I  wl 
vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  it  lias  become  fiishionable,  in  vuious  parts  of  tbe 
House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and  proclaim  Uieir  de«re  i« 
do  the  public  business  and  go  home;  and  I  will  avail  fflr- 
self  of  thii  occasion,  lest  I  should  nut  be  favored  »>th 
another,  to  saj'.  that  it  is  also  my  desire  to  do  the  public 
I>usines9  and  return  home.  I  am  willing  to  engage'" 
doing  the  public  business  and  work  at  it,  and  wbea 
done,  to  go  home.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  go  home  be- 
fore we  have  made  somfe  effort  to  do  tlie  public  busineft 
even  if  we  fail  in  accomplishing  it.  What  have  we  d«>e' 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bdohusas]  hii 
told  us  tlie  session  is  half  ov^  We  liave  passed  a  Uv 
appropriating  money  to  pay  oraselves,  but  what  else  hire 
we  done  ?  I,et  geiulemen  cxaniiinc  into  the  huainea 
done,  and  the;^  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other 
Let  us  not  go  home  and  leave  the  public  biiriness,  but 
do  it,  and  tlien  talk  of  going  home.  It  I  understandtbc 
which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  Vs^  this  topic  upon  the  cou.  I  genlleman  righr,  (and  I  always  listca  to  lum  with  plo; 


(lasses  throughout  the  Union,  for  the  totnl  discharge  of 
the^  public  debt,  will  apologize  fi:r  the  earnestntss  with 
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ire,)  he  avowed  himseir  favorable  to  retrenchment  ind 
:form,  but  thought  it  not  the  accepted  lime  to  engage 
I  tliat  work.  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time?  IT  I 
-ek  an  answer  in  the  remarlcM  of  the  gentleman,  I  find 
otltiiiK  but  the  observations  alluded  to,  that  the  session 
'as  half  tlirough,  and  we  ought  to  do  the  public  buai- 
ess  and  go  home.  Is  the  gentleman  cnnteiit  that  we 
iffi  from  this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
iibllc  buaineis  '  Snrely  he  would  not  admit  tliat.  We 
ave  done  nothing — there  must  be  some  public  business 
lone  before  we  go  home.  What  are  we  lo  drf?  Tliis, 
ir,  is  public  business — lei  us  engage  in  it.  Let  us  re 
rcnch — ferret  out  abuses,  if  any  exiit — and  reform, 
riie  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  is  no  friend  to  the 
Vdministration.  1  declare  I  am  a  friend  to  the  Admins- 
ration  j  'and  I  am  fur  engaging  in  this  measure — which 
las  been  repeatedly  pressed  upon  us  by  the  Rrcsident — 
ind  correcting  any  abuses  that  shall  be  found  to  exist.  I 
vill  go  with  tue  gentleman  in  this  work.  Degin  the  in- 
|uiry  {  and  if  we  are  unable  to  accomplish  our  object 
before  the  eloH  of  Uie  session,  !  will  go  nrther,  and  em- 
powerthe  committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
allow  them  lo  sit  here  'during  the  vtliole  recess  of  Con- 
gress, if  necessary,  that  we  may  have  the  information  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in 
lime  to  act  on  it  then.  Let  us  gx)  to  work,  and  stick  to 
it  ttom  morning  till  night,  and  try  to  do  some  of  the  bu- 
siness before  us. 

The  gentleman  fttm  Virginia  [Mr.  RiKnftLpn]  also 
says,  now  is  not  tlie  accepted  time  to  engage  iA  this  in* 
veatigation,  or  to  adopt  measures  for  retrenching  tlie 
public  expenditures.  He  Las  given  yxn  one  reason  why 
tUis  is  not  the  accepted  time,  lie  has  another  object — 
one  uf  much  greater  importance — an  object  requiring 
his  every  effort — to  which  he  would  look  with  a  single 
eye  :  and  in  order  to  do  that  one  thing  well,  he  would 
not  engage  in  this— he  would  do  but  one.  thing  at  a  time. 
The  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  what  that  object  was  that 
called  for  his  single  and  undivided  exertions  %  but  he 
used  language  in  reference  to  if  which  no  one  could  mis- 
understand. I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  the  object  referred 
to  as  requiring  the  entire  cfibrt  of  bimseu  and  friends, 
was,  to  pull  down  the  pr^nt  Administration  \  but  I  will 
say,  I  so  understood  his  renurka.  I  will  not  say  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  is  not  meritorious ;  fur  be  it  from 
me  to  judge  any  man's  merits  or  tflotives :  but  I  may 
flay,  that,  if  I  were  to  engage  in  such  a  work,  it  would 
not,  with  me,  be  meVitorious.  I  should  esteem  it  merito- 
rious to  enpage  in  the  work  of  reform — of  ferreting  out 
and  exposing  «Iic  abuses,  if  any  exist,  of  tlie  officers  of 
(iuvernment )  but  for  me  to  engage  in  pulling  down  the 
Administration  first,  and  then  hunt  out  and  expoM  the 
abuses  they  had  been  guilty  of,  would  be  a  woric  of  no 
merit.  If  yuiir  ofSeers  do  wrong,  show  tlut  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  they  will  turn  them  out :  but  do  not  pull  tliem 
down  without  some  evidence  of  abuse.  Sjr,  the  gentle> 
man  from  Virginia  has  proclaimed  4liat  tlicre  are  many 
Abuses  and  extravagancies  that  ought  lo  be  remedied  : 
and  yet  noir  was  not  the  proper  lime  to  apply  the  rem. 
edy.  But  why  tliis  is  not  the  proper  time,  we  are  not  tulil. 

If  abases  exist,  we  cannnt  be  too  soon  in  applying  the 
remetly.  The  .course  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
over  tite  way,  to  my  understanding,  is  inconsistent.  Why 
not  go  to  work  now,  and  find  out  these  abuses  ? 

[Mr.  FLOYD,  of  Virginia,  enquirad  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  meant  him.  Hr.  WRIGHT  replied, he  did  not; 
but. he  would  attend  to  the  gentleman  in  a  short  time.] 

Sir,  siud  Mr.  Wkiobt,  if  abuses  exist,  if  retrenchment 
is  necessary,  why  <Ud  the  gentleman  ftom  Virgiiria  Ttrte 
to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  with  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  putting  an  end  to  the  enquiry  \  To  me  this  ap- 
pears inconsistent)  but  it  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  the 
gentleman's  course  wiUi  ooosisteney. 


The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Mitchell]  told 
us  that  the  mover  of  these  resohitions  was  fresh  from 
the  People,  and  freali  from  the  oven  of  public  opinion. 
1  am  gUd,  sir,  that,  coming  fresh  from  the  oven,  he  re- 
tained, when  he  took  his  seat  here,  sufficient  heat  tt> 
introduce  this  subject  lo  our  consideration,  under  the 
new  em  of  which  he  had  heard.  I  hope  he  will  have 
hciit  and  perseverance  enough  tocaiTy  it  through.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  also  gone  into  an  exa- 
mination of  himself,  and  disclosed  his  experience  to  the 
House.  He  Imil  spoken  of  his  sense  of  shame,  result- 
ing from  the  conviction  that  he  had  been  growing  worse 
ever  since  he  came  here,  and  more  cslraneed  from  hia 
conalttuenta  by  the  extravagance  and  splenoor  that  sur- 
rounded him.  Sir,  I  regret  his  deterioration,  but  I  hope 
this  self  examination,  to  which  lie  has  been  excited  by 
tlie  condition  and  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, the  mover  of  these  resolutions^  will  be  servicea- 
ble to  him,  and  so  warm  him  up,  thai  he  may  unite  in 
pushirg  tliis  enquiry,  that,  when  he  retumr  to  the  Peo- 

file,  or  the  oven  of  public  opiiuon,  he  may  be  able, 
i^m  the  light  and  knowledge  lie  obuins,  to  re  more  any 
prejudices  he  may  find  among  his  constituents  and  the 
People  of  his  part  of  the  Union,  against  the  present 
Administration,  as  to  any  ciiarges  of  profligate  and  ex- 
travagant expenditures  of  the  public  treasures.  I  will 
now  attend  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  ,Fl«ti).]  No,  sir,  before  I  do  so,  I  have  one 
other  remark  to  make  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. He  has  told  sii^*  the  officers  employed  in 
administering  the  affiitrs  of  this  Government  exceeded 
nine  thousand,  and  haa  emphatically  asked  if  this  is  not 
evidence  of  our  departure  from  Republican  umpllcity? 
The  gentleman  would  have  been  less  Ukely  to  have  been 
misunderstood  by  the  country,  if,  in  speaking  of  this 
great  number  of  ofBcers,  he  had  remembered  lo  inform 
us  that  between  seven  and  eight  tiiousuid  of  them  were 
Deputy  Postmasters,  employed  all  over  tlie  country  in 
diffusing  information,  li^t,  and  knowledge,  the  founda- 
tion and  support  of  free  Government.  The  residue  may 
be  more  than  our  Government  requires  t  but  I  am  not 
able,  with  my  present  information,  to  say  what  ofices 
should  be  dispensed  with. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^nia  [Ur.  Fiotd]  bail  said 
there  were  a  good  many  offices  that  might  be  abolished, 
and  a  great  deal  of  expenditure.  He  has  not  told  what 
offices. 

[Mr.  RANDOLPH  rose,  and  asked  Mr.  W.  to  give  him 
the  floor.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  yield  it  for  the  purpose 
of  expUnatiun.  Mr.  R.  said  he  wished  it  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  Hr.  W.  yielded.  Mr.  RANDOLPH:  1  wish 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  say  if  he  means  me.] 

kir.  WRIGUTi  I  do  not  mean  the  gentleman  I  Imean 
the  gentleman  entirely  over  the  way.  1  should  have 
taken  it  kindly,  if  the  gentleman  had  infoimed  us  what 
offices  could  he  abolished — a  few  of  the  many  he  had 
spoken  of.  I  should  have  taken  it  kindly,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  advised  us  of  some  of  llie  great  deal  of  use- 
less expenditure  to  which  he  referred.  It  was  easy  to 
make  general  ciiarges — many  such  had  been  made.  I 
want  particulars.  What  office  can  be  abolished  ?  Wliat 
expenditure  is  too  g^eat  ?  I  believe  there  may  be  some. 
1  am  anxious  to  know  where,  and  how  we  can  apply  the 
remedy.  1  do  not  find  the  information  in  the  remarks 
of  the"  gentleman  on  the  Ticubaya  mission.  I  had  feaJ"  ' 
cd,  from  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  the  proposition  to 
Uy  on  the  table,  in  which  I  find  the  vote  uf  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  entirely  over  the  way,  in  the  affirm- 
ative, that  he  would  go  with  us  in  the  work  of  retrench- 
ment I  but  he  tells  you  this  moming,  that  this  is  the  ac- 
cepted time  to  engage  in  this  good  work.  The  gentle- 
man tells  us  a  new  era  has  commenced,  and  we  are  about 
to  feel  all  the  calamities  that  con  be  heaped  upon  the 
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People.  I  am  at  x  loss  to  know  to  what  the  gentleman 
alludes.  Is  it  to  the  change  thattnok  place  m  thrs  House 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session  ?  Is  that  the  new 
era  that  is  to  brinef  down  upon  the  People  this  great 
■weight  of  calamity  J  I  had  hoped  better  things  of  this 
new  era.  That  we  were  to  have  reform,  retrenchment, 
all  the  aSnses  of  the  public  oiGces  hunted  out,  eiposed, 
and  corrected  i  that  the  People  were  to  be  no  lunger 
visited  by  calamity,  but  have  blessings  showered  <Iown 
upon  them.  I  hope  I  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the 
pood  that  was  to  follow  this  new  era.  I  agree,  sir,  witir 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Blakr]  that  we  are  ap- 
proaching an  important  crisis  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
country,  and  all  are  dMirous  of  knowing  if  the  President 
Mid  Imuls  of  Departments  are  abusing  the  trust  confided 
to  tbein — if  they  are  pri  fligate  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures. Nay,  I  tiilnk  tin..^  is  a  peculiar  fitness  and  pro- 
pricty  in  sifting  this  matter  now— many  chaises  had  been 
made  against  the  incumbentsof  office, of  prodigality  and 
waste. 

The  Chief  HagiBtrate  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  ; 
the  People  diould  be  informed  if  these  charges  are  true. 
An  iasuc  is  made  up  and  subinitted  to  the  decision  of  the 
People,  and  bcfcre  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  thia  officer,  they  should  be  furnished 
with  the  evidence — all  the  evidence  on  the  subject. 
The  gentleman  from  Virpinia,  entirely  over  the  way, 
[Mr.  FlotdJ  supposes  the  friends  of  the  Adntimstrution 
are  opprsed  to  retrenchment,  and  to  the  reduction  of  the 

gublio  debt.  Sir,  1  know  of  no  such  opposition  of  the 
iends  of  llie  A<liiunistration.  No  one  luu  avowed  any 
such  feelings.  Tlie  supposition  is  groundless,  altogether 
gratuitous.  The  friend.*  of  the  Administration  are  friend- 
ly to  retrenchment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  friend 
were  opposed,  I  have  shown  in  the  extracts  t  have  re:id, 
that  the  Cabinet  and  President  are  in  tavor  of  both.  Tlie 
gentleman  has  adverted  to  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  the  tatifT.  He  seems  to  tliink  these  measures 
fraught  with  calamity  to  the  People,  and  he  invokes  the 
Itepresentatives  from  the  agiicultural  Slates  of  the  S^uth 
anil  the  West  to  unite  and  arrest  these  measures.  Sir,  1 
represent  a  piM  of  the  agricultural  People  of  the  West, 
to  whom  that  gentleman  adverts.  They  do  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  in  the  fears  he  expresses,  or  his  opin- 
ion, that  every  act  of  legislation  on  Uie  tariff'  lessens  the 
price  of  their  products,  and  increases  the  price  of  every 
manufactured  article  necessity  compels  tliem  to  buy. 
Appealing  to  the  knowledge  resuhing  from  the  expc- 
rience  of  the  country,  they  believe  the  more  you 
protect  the  manufacturer,  the  more  you  multiply 
the  consumers  of  the  agricultural  products,  and  by  in- 
creasing  the  demand  in  the  home  markef,  you  increase 
the  price  of  the  products  of  the  former.  On  the  other 
hand,  that,  hi  proportion  as  you  pmtect  and  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  those  necessity  compels  the  former 
to  buy,  the  more  you  reduce  by  the  home  competition 
the  price  of  the  articles — such  has  been  the  case  with  cot- 
ton cloths,  and  such  they  think  would  be  the  case  with 
other  cloths.  The  fears  of  my  constituents  as  to  the  ta- 
tifT, are  not  of  the  same  kind  with  those  expressed  by  the 
gentleman — they  are  of  an  entire  different  kind.  They 
fear  lest,  not  only  lliis  entire  month,  but  this  entire  kb- 
aion,  will  pass  away,  before  we  even  hear  from  our  Com- 
qitttee  of  Manufactures  t  they  fear  nothing  from  the  pas- 
sage of  a  tariff  bill  that  they  desire,  and  hive  prayed  fbr, 
and  will  continue  to  pray  for. 

Sir,  ■  we  have  been  told  of  great  extravagance*  and  of 
many  abuses — but  no  ime  has  been  specified.  I  regret 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  Tell  us  where  the  abuses  are 
to  be  found — what  officer's  salary  should  be  reduced. 
Is  it  that  of  the  PMtmaster  GenemU  Will  any  gentle- 
man say  his  salary  is  too  great  a  compensation  lor  the  va- 
rious and  arduous  duties  devtdTed  upon  him     If  they  do. 


let  them  satisfy  mc  of  the  tad,  and  I  will  unite  to  rrdcee 
his  pay.  But  how  can  the  Aclminisi ration  be  chargeablj 
with  waste  and  exiravagauce  '  They  ean  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriations  of  Congress;  aod 
what  laws  have  we  p)tss«d,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Administration,  to  increase  exjienditures  or 
salaries,  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  f  I  recol- 
lect none.  It  then  there  is  waste,  and  jHofligacy,  and  ex- 
travagance, it  originates  and  continues  here.  Point  oat 
the  extravagant  object,  and  withhold  the  appropriation. 
We  are  to  blame — we  hold  the  purse  strings  of  the  itatiDn, 
and  I  am  not  disposed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can 
close  and  open  tlie  purse  at  plessinv.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ftorni  speaks  of  virionary  mnd  ex- 
travagant projects.  Does  ne  rank  among  the  vtsivBafy 
and  extravagant  projects  that  introduced  by  himself,  to 
establish  t  new  Government  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coism- 
bia,  or  Oregon  riter  *  I  formerly  went  with  him  in  Aivot 
of  that  bil),  but  he  sars  so  much  of  risionary  schcmo, 
th:tt  I  begin  to  doubt \f  that  be  not  one. 

Sir,  I  repeat  my  sincere  desire  that  ve  mar  prsceed 
to  apply  all  our  disposable  means  to  the  reauctHMi  of 
the  public  debt,  as  far  as  our  contracts  will  allow-  as  19 
redeem,  and  go  on  in  the  work  of  economy  and  re- 
trt-nchment — ferret  out  abuses,  expose  and  correct  then. 
I  wish,  to  be  sure,  gentlemen  had  been  more  specific, 
for  who  can  tell  now,  afler  the  debate,  where  the 
alleged  abuses  exist,  iiny  more  than  he  could  teH  before 
it  began^  I  cannot :  but  I  am  for  going  on  with  the 
work,  in  order  to  find  ami  to  cure  them  if  they  exist.  I 
have  done. 

Mr.  McnUFFtE  then  moved  to  amend  the  amcndnent 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tayloh  yesterday,  by  striking  oat  ail 
after  the  word  "ijiat,"  with  which  it  commences,  and  ii^ 
serting  as  follows  : 

"  The  Committee  on  Public  Etpenditures  be  dhect^ 
to  examine  inid  the  manner  in  which  the  moneya  ap- 

firopriKted  to  defray  (he  expenses  of  foreign  intercoune 
lave  been  expended,  and  that'the  Committees  on  the 
several  Executive  Departments  be  directed  to  inqdre 
into  the  manner  in  which  tlie  moneys  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expences  of  those  Departments  have 
been  expeiideJ  i  and  that  the^id  several  Ccmmitteei 
do  make  special  report  to  this  House,  us  fiw  as  they 
can  ascertain  the  facts  touching  tbe  matters  befVm 

stated."   

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr-  McDUFFIE  mid, 
it  was  with  no  affectRtion  he  declared  his  sincere  regret 
at  tlte  httroductioii  of  tliis  matter,  and  at  the  course  tbe 
discuKsiij;!  of  it  had  taken.  1  was  fully  convinced,  from 
the  beginning,  said  Mr.  McU.  that  no  subject  could  be 
stirred  in  this  House,  bearing  either  directly  or  indirectly 
on  the  twa  great  parties  militant  now  in  the  field  of  - po- 
litical warfare,  that  would  not  interfere  most  ii^uriotrriy 
with  the  appropriate  legislative  business  of  Congress.  It 
was  this  conviction  that  caused  mc  to  do  erery  thing  la 
my  power  to  arrest  this  debate  at  its  commencement,  aid 
to  regret  that  the  motion  of  the  hon<A«ble  gentleiaaa 
from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  ItAnDOLn]  to  lay  the  resolution  oa 
the  table — a  regret  in  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  House 
must,  by  this  time,  participate— did  not  prevmil-  Bmt  we 
have  Ytov  fiilly  got  into  the  discussion.  All  attenu>ta  le 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  concurrence  of  both 
sides  or  the  House  i  and  so  far  as  it  can  be  conndered  a 
party  question,  a  portion  of  both  parties  fcppear  to  have 
rushed  into  it.  So  far  as  my  conduct  is  concerned— 
whether  as  it  relates  to  my  duties  as  a  Representative  of 
the  People,  or  as  a  member  of  x  party— I  would  have  it 
distinctly  understood  that  I  shall,  m  thisnwtter,  act  ope* 
my  own  groumU  and  upon  my  own  optniona. 

In  the  firat  place»  then,  I  th'mk  it  proper  to  ssy.  Oat 
I  d*  not  regard  it  as  becoming  the  dignity  of  this  House, 
or  as  consistent  with  tbe  pubUc  interest,  which  it  is  onr 
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jpecial  (hily  to  promote,  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any 
[tiesUon  which  is  either  inlrnded  or  calcalated  to  liave  « 
mliticid  bearing  upon  either  of  the  tvn  parties  that  now 
Gride  the  country.  Unfortunately  for  the  public  interest, 
pe  have  too  much  reucm  to  apprehend  the  undue  and 
mproper  infusion  oT  party  politics  into  the  discussion  of 
hose  legpslatire  messures  which  it  is  our  duty  to  con« 
ler.    Under  this  impresMoni  I  entered  upon  the  busi 
less  of  this  Congress  witli  a  6xeil  purpose  of  avoiding 
tny  reference  to  this  Administration,  farther  than  was 
nuispensably  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  my 
luty  in  relation  to  those  public  measures  which  belong 
»  the  legislation  of  Congress.    But,  sir,  I  presume  I  shall 
ibtain  cmlit  when  I  say  thai,  if  it  shall  ever  become  my 
3uty  to  make  any  movement  here  teiidirtK  to  implicate 
this  Adminifltmtion,  I  shall  openly  and  mstinctly  avow 
my  purpose.    Believing  it,  however,  to  be  incompati- 
ble with  the  interest  of  the  coontiy^  to  carry  on  this  dis- 
cussion, either  for  the  purpiiae  of  inculpating  or  excul- 
pating the  Administration,  I  sincerely  hone  it  will  be 
speedily  terminated  :  for,  as  to  any  other  object,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  notliing.    No  practical  result  can  posei- 
biy  grow  out  uf  it  the  presL-nt  session.    With  regard 
to  the  number  of  officers  existing  under  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  sahiriea  ihcy  now  eiijor,  I  would  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  present  Administration  cannot 
be  fiiirty  made  responsible,  but  to  a  very  small  extent. 
Tor  the  one  or  the  otlter.    The  offices  were  created, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  and  their  salaries  fixed  by  law, 
before  this  Admm'stralion  came  into  power.    A  propo- 
silion  to  limit  the  number  of  these  ofncers,  ortoqurtail 
their  salaries^  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  debated  as  a 
c^uestion  affecting  the  present  incumbents  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government.  That  certainly  is  not  the  point  of  their 
responaibilit^.    On  the  subject  of  the  propcsed  retrench* 
ments,  I  difler  Entirely  from  the  mover  tf  the  original 
resolution.  The  true  mode  of  effecting  reforms  really  and 
extensively  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not  by  lopping 
off  public  afficers  with  an  indiscriminating  hand,  and  cur- 
tailing salaries  without  a  due  regard  to  the  importance  of 
the  duties  tor  which  they  are  paid.    This  is  at  beat  but  a 
veiy  sm^l  biitincas.  No  saving  worth  the  discussion  could 
be  efTected  by  it.   If  any  thing  salutary  is  to  be  done,  it 
must  be  a  general  and  systematic  reform  of  the  system 
which  regulates  and  controls  tlie  diabursemint  of  the  pub- 
lic money.    An  effective  system  of  lesponsibility  miglit 
save  millions  in  the  public  expenditures  t  1  make  this  gen- 
eral remark  without  any  reference  to  the  actual  opera- 
tions of  the  GoverRinent,  so  far  as  Ihey  are  Connected  with 
the  present  Administration.  But  I  will  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  gentleman  &om  Kentucky  (Mr.  Chiltoit) 
and  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  view  I  am  present- 
ing, that  there  are  two  of  the  Executive  Departments,  as 
well  organized,  both  witli  reference  to  the  efficient  per- 
formance of  the  duties  belonging  to  them,  and  to  the  strict 
observance  of  economy  in  the  disbursement  of  the  pubUc 
money,  as  any  Departments  ever  were  otginized  in  any 
Government  on  earth.    I  refer,  sir,  to  the  Department  of 
W*T  and  that  of  the  General  Post  Office.   Yes,  sir,  it  is 
lusceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration,  the  s}-Btem  of 
itrict  accountability  introduced  into  the  War  Department 
jy  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  effected  an  annual  savi  ng  of 
It  ledst  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  expenses  of  ihe  Mjli- 
:ary  EsUblisliment,  independently'  the  reduction  of  the 
Inny.   The  improvetnents  introduced  into  the  Post  Of- 
ice  Department,  have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  strik- 
ng,  tu  its  usefulness  and  economy.    Since  that  Depart- 
nent  was  committed  to  the  management  of  the  excellent, 
md  able,  and  feithful  officer  who  now  pri-sides  over  it, 
m  increase  of  litflf  a  million  of  dullxrs  has  been  add- 
id  to  its  annual  revenue,  while  the  facilities  for  the 
ransmission  of  intelligence  by  the  mail,  throughout  every 
KVtionof  the  Union,  have  been  increased  tvo  or  three 


fold.    And  how,   sir,  were  these  signal  improvement* 
effected  '  By  diminishing  the  number  of  the  officers  con- 
nected with  those  departments?  So  fitr.from  this  beinff 
the  rase,  the  number  of  officers  was  as  modi  increased 
as  WU4  nt^cessary  for  a  proper  distribution  of  duties  and 
division  of  responsibility.    To  each  officer  was  assigned 
his  apprnpriate  duty,  and  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was 
to  ctinlrul  and  check  the  disbursing  officers,  had  no  agen- 
cy in  making  the  disbursement.    To  the  complete  suc- 
ces  of  tliis  patera  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  clerks  has  been  indispensable. 
And  I  was  informed  the  other  day  by  the  Postmsster 
General,  that  one  single  clerk  had  been  the  means  of 
saving  fifty  thousand  dollars,  I  think,  in  the  postage  of 
newspapers  atone.    What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  facts 
on  the  subject  we  are  discussing    I  will  tell  you  ur.  As 
it  is  apparent  tiiat  no  beneficial  reforms  have  ever  yet 
been  introduced  that  did  not  proceed  from  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  the  Executive  Departments,  so  may  we  justly  in- 
fer,  that  no  important  improvements  ever  will,  or  ever 
can  be  made,  without  at  least  the  aid  and  co-operation  of 
those  officers.    If  we  have  not  at  the  head  of  those  De- 
partments, able,  efficient,  and  practical  men— men.  Sir, 
who  have  a  talent  for  business — 1  will  not  say  fur  action, 
leat  1  should  be  misconstrued,  as  on  another  occasion,-  to 
mean  military  action — unless  in  a  word,  we  hate  men 
eminently  qualified,  not  only  to  talk  about  public  bu«- 
ness,  but  to  do  it  succesfuUy,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  this 
House  to  attempt  any  thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.    It  must 
be  obvious,  I  ibiiik,  from  these  views  of  the  subject,  that 
it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to  go  blindfold  in- 
to the  business  of  refiinin,  cutting  off  uKliscriminately  this  ' 
officer  and  that,  without  a  thorough  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  whole  system,  and  the  rebtion  which 
the  officers  in  question  hear  to  that  system.   So  (ar  there- 
fore, as  the  reiiolutioii  of  tlie  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  proposes  n  reduction  of  officers,  or  a  decrease 
of  their  salaries,  and  that  seems  to  be  its  principal- aim,  [ 
repeat  my  opinion,  that  the  inquiry  must  end  in  nothing. 
We  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House  a  tilting 
against  shadows.    With  what  consistency.  Sir,  could  any 
committee  of  this  House  recommend  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  Executive  officers,  when,  at  the  very  last  ses- 
sion. Congress  authorized,  by  law,  an  iiicreaite  of  the 
number  employed  in  almost  every  one  of  the  Executive 
Departments  '  I  cannot,  therefor?,  consent  to  indulge  the 
peculiar  views  of  any  member  on  either  side  of  the  liouse 
so  ftr  as  to  consume  Ihe  time  of  this  House,  which  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session,  in 
what  must  evidently  prove  to  be  an  unprofitable  inquiry', 
and  worse  than  an  unprofitable  discussion.    I  have  no 
idea.  Sir,  of  converting  this  Hall  into  an  arena  for  con- 
ducting a  political  canvass.   A  few  words.  Sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

It  appears,  from  the  very  large  vote  recently  given 
against  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table,  including  both 
parties,  that  the  House  deem  an  Inquiry  necessary  and 
proper.  The  friends  of  the  Administration  seem  to  re- 
gard such  an  inquiry  necessary  to  exonerate  the  Admi- 
nistration from  the  imputations  supposed  to  be  cast  upon 
them.  Now,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that,  if  we  go 
into  an  inquiry  at  all,  it  should  not  be  mere  children's 
play,  if  we  are  to  prosecute  an  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
or  the  possible  abuses  of  the  Government,  let  us  direct 
that  inquiry,  specifically,  to  those  parts  of  the  system 
where  such  abuses  are  most  likely  to  occur.  Thougli  I 
never  will  sanction  the  injustice  of  making  this  Admmis- 
tratiun  responsible  for  the  extent  of  the  peace  establish- 
ment, civil  and  military;  yet  the  application  of  the  va- 
rious contingent  funds  placed  at  their  disposal,  is  a  very 
different  mauer.  I  perceive  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  are  T«y  prompt  to  meet  this  as  an  at- 
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tick  on  tlie  present  AdministrMion,  and  to  insist  iipon.nn 
inquirr**  with  a  view  to  their  defence  and  exculpation. 
I  would  suggest  to  those  ^ntlemen,  that,  if  their  object 
is  to  whitewash  the  Adntinist  ration,  they  oan  accomplish 
it  only  by  giving  the  inquiry  a  direction  such  as  I  have* 
proposed.  All  the  other  points  of  inquiry  that  have  been 
suggested.,  are  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  Admi- 
nistration is  concerned.  But  if  there  has  been  any  thing 
extravagant  or  improper  in  llie  application  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  they  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  it. 
I  have  no  knowledge,  as  to  the  manner  in  whicli  thia  fund 
has  been  empleyeo,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplomatic 
■gents  and  messengers  bent  abroad.  1  hare,  howerer, 
seen  it  repettedly  stated  in  the  public  prints — and  I  can 
make  ,the  matter  no  more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or 
I  would  rot  state  it— that  a  distinguished  editor  of  a  news- 
paper in  Virginia,  received  "from  the  contingent  fund  a- 
bbut  1700  dollani,  for  going  to  Buenos  Ayres  on  public 
business,  when,  in  fact  lie  went  to  Europe  on  his  own. 
Abuses  of  this  kind,  if  th^  exiat,  ought  amel^  to  be  ex< 
posed  and  corrected.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  due  to 
the  officers  implicated,  that  the  trutii  should  be  present- 
ed in  an  aatlientic  farm  to  the  public.  I  think  the  con- 
tingent fund  a  very  proper  subject  of  investigation,  with- 
out  any  reference  to  alleged  abuses.  There  sliould  be 
an  annual  scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  tbis  House  into 
the  application  of  all  the  contingent  funds,  and  the  scru- 
tiny cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  this  subject  altogether  (  but,  as  it  lia*  been  forced  up- 
on us  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  I  can  consent  to  it  only 
in  the  specific  and  practical  form  indicated  in  the  amend- 
ment 1  have  submitted. 

Mr.  HANDOLPH  addressed  the  Chair.  That  has  ar- 
rived ^said  he)  which  must  have  been  foreseen  by  every 
member  yesterday,  whether  he  voted  for  or  against  the 
motion  to  lay  this  reaohition  on  the  table.  Tliis  House 
U  converted  into  an  electioneering  arena.  I  should 
not,  permit  me  to  say  before  1  go  any  farther,  have  itiquir- 
ed  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  "  over  the  way"— I  will 
not  lay  out  of  the  way — at  which  of  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  he  levelled 
his  remarks,  if  he  had  not  responded  to  the  inquiry  of  my 
colleag\ie  that  he  did  not  intend  them  for  him  :  ant!,  as  at 
my  call  he  declares  that  be  did  not  intend  them  for  me, 
I  leave  it  to  that  other  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  who  has  spoken  on  this  debate,  to  take 
them  to  himself. 

[Here  Mr.  WKIGHT  asked  permission  to  explain — 
but  Mr.,  RANDOLPH  refused  to  yield  the  floor  for  that 
purpose.] 

But,  (continued  Mr.  R.)  if  the  gentleman  meaot  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Fiotd}  lo  my  colleague  I  relegate  the 
gentleman,  being  well  satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  in 
better  iianda.  Yes,  Sir,  with  this  thin^  I  have  done  for- 
ever. I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  suffer  myself 
to  be  induced  to  enter  into  personalities  with  any  man 
upon  thia  floor  {  but  I  do  know  that  the  newspapers 
have  it  in  their  power,  and,  whether  designedly  or  not, 
they  do  exercise  that  power,  of  giving  to  my  remarks 
&  pungency  and  an  application,  which,  as  made  by  me, 
they  were  divested  of-^I  refer  now  to  a  late  and  note- 
rioiis  occasion. 

And  now,  Sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  peculiar  slate  of  things  in  which  we  are. 
I  will  vote  for  the  amemiment  of  (tie  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  but,  if  it  is  adopted,  I  slinll  vole  against 
the  resolution,  as  amended.  ]  was  sent  here  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  Itepresentutive  to  tlie  best  of  my 
ability,  for  the  good  i»f  those  whom  I  represent  t  and 
that  duty  I  shall  discharge,  undctencd  by  calls  of  yeas 
and  nays,  and  by  (he  bug  bears  and  hob-goblins  wfiicli 
may  be  conjured  up  or  any  supposed  retpOMdbili^ — 


undismayed  by  any  fear  of  imputations  of  suppress- 
ing inquiry,  or  of  conniving  at  public  abates — ^ineenBible 
to  any  imputations  of  throwing  out  ^^inst  GoTernmcirt 
charges  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  estabKih.  I  sJuB 
vote  agshtst  the  resolution,  fevless  of  consequei»ce% 
and  the  motives  upon  which  1  vote  I  will  stow  to  my 
constituents,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world.  I  have  never 
yet  refused  to  do  S(s  under  much  more  trjnng  circum- 
stances than  the  present— for,  in  proportion  ma  the  at- 
mosphere presents  nothing  but  cliuds  and  darkness  to 
Hie  view  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr-  Bi.a.kk]  w 
to  ma  the  aspect  of  it  exhibits  indications  of  rclumVog 
sunshine.  No,  Sir,  I  shall  not  be  detetred.  1  sAiall  da 
whatever  I  think  nght— and  when  I  say  so,  I  do  not  say 
that  others  will  not— far  from  it— I  will  not  vote  for  »nj 
proposition,  whether  from  friend  or  from  foe,  which  I 
think  calculated  to  injure  the  great  cause  of  the  People 
of  these  United  States.  No,  Sir,  no  gloss  that  can  be 
given  to  my  wonls,  no  coloring  whatever  that  may  be  put 
upon  my  conduct,  shall  induce  me  to  say  aye  when  1  aw 
inclined  to  say  no,  or  no  when  my  feelings  prompt  me 
to  say  aye.  I  may  stand  alone.  I  have  been  in  snail 
minorities  under  the  first  of  the  present  dyns^j^,  and  I 
have  been  in  a  minority  under  the  second,  and  it_  is  v«y 
possible  I  may  be  in  a  minority  now — but  tliat  will  nake 
no  difference  to  me. 

Sir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  the  common^  law,  drava 
from  the  only  fountain  of  wisiloni,  experience,  (and 
the  experience  of  ages)  that  no  man  shall  be  trusted  » 
try  his  own  cause,  or  be  a  witness  in  his  own  case.  It  ii 
on  the  application  of  that  wise  and  salutary  maxim  to  our 
present  situation,  that  I  say  no  to  this  inquiry.  1  say  m- 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  told  us  that,  for  his  put, 
he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to  swim  with  the  AdminisUatioo. 
He  has  nailed  his  colors  to  the  mast.  Sir,  I  admire  hm 
gallantry,  but  he  must  pardon  me  if  I  have  no  wiA  to 
sink  along  with  him,  or,  what  is  worse,  to  sink  the  cmbb 
in  which  I  am  embarked  against  him,  by  agreeing  to  any 
measure,  prudent  or  impnident,  concerted  or  anconcert- 
ed,  matured  or  precipitate,  wliich  any  new  or  any  old 
member  may  throw  into  this  House.  1  say  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  to  others,  that,  as  soon  as  they  give  us  the 
helm,  we  are  responsible,  and  not  before,  foF  the  safety 
of  the  ship.  But  I  will  not  consent  to  inflate  her  sails— 
I  will  not  consent  to  impel  her  canvas— I  vrtll  not  consent 
to  work  like  a  galley  slavt  at  pulling  «ie  oar,  while  she 
has  a  helmsman  who  may  at  any  time  he  pleases  run  lid 
on  a  shoal,  and  make  me  responsible  for  the  reaalL  No, 
Sir,  I  will  be  content  to  wait.  I  will  wait.  Sir,  until  a 
factious  majority  of  the  I'euple  of  the  United  Sttie^ 
who  Irnve  returned  a  factious  majority  to  the  other 
Hunse,  and  a^  I  hope  to  this  also,  shall  have  elected  t 
fiictious' President.  Sir,  you  had  scarcely  taken  your 
seat  in  that  chiiir,  before  one  of  the  master  spirits  of  tlie 
times  sueeriiigly  said  to  us,  I  wish  you  joy  >  yoa  are  now 
the  majority  in  both  Houses,  and  you  are  responsible  fi« 
the  measures  of  Government.  I  cry  you  mercy.  Master 
Stephen,  I  cry  you  mercy— we  are  not,  and  do  not  meatt 
to  be  thus  responsible  ;  and  for  that  very  reason,  because 
we  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure,  and  against 
any  other  out  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  business,  that 
may  be  brouglit  up.  Sir,  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDrrFMs]  I  am  far  masks  off.  *nd 
now  what  do  you  mean  to  do  ?  Do  you  mean,  as  the 
gentleman  from  South  Ci.rolina  said,  to  send  to  a  maii, 
who  is  both  witness  and  judge  in  his  own  case — -and  in 
using  this  lanj'uage,  it  may  be  said  that  I  am  making  im- 
plications against  illustrious  and  great  men,  to  whom 
the  People  nl  the  United  Slates,  and  a  just  posterity,  and 
even  (he  present  age,  will  not  fail  to  do  justice.  Sir,  1 
do  no  such  thing — 1  make  no  other  implication  than  that 
which  every  free  and  wise  People  make  agunst  our  com- 
mon nature— I  do  say,  it  would  be  requiring  more  of  par* 
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ties  implicated,  than  can  justly  be  demanded  frnm  hunnan  ' 
natiiiv,  and  tberefbre  at  least  at  much  as  can  fah-ly  be  de- 
mandcd  of  them,  to  ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  -  Tou 
stre  requiring  men,  whose  political  existence  hangs  by  a 
mngle  liair,  and  who  liave  already  the  riaua  Sardonicui  of 
poutical  death  upon  their  countenance — fur  it  wsa  with  a 
Sardonic  sneer  Uiat  we  were  toM  that  we  had  become  re- 
sponnble  for  the  measures  of  the  Government  i  >ouare 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  thing  which  may 
have  an  effect  to  hasten  tliat  event.    Sir,  1  wilt  do  no 
Mich  thing.    I  will  not  call  upnn  them.    And  why  not  } 
Because  I  may,  by  possibility,  by  that  call,  put  it  in  iheir 
power  to  protract  a  little  longer  Iheir  political  lives.  I 
aay  by  nosnbility  i  and  that  is  a  possibility  which  I  am 
determined  to  avoid.    Mo,  Sir  t  if  this  House  is  to  be 
coiiTerted  into  a  political  arena,  and  I  Aall  be  accused 
as  one  of  the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  the  trident 
or  him  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I'  am  clear  that  we 
ahciuld  so  speak  that  every  man,  woman,  and  chdd  in  the 
Uhited  Sutes,  slmll  be  able  to  understand  our^drifl.  I 
then  shall  call  upon  the  present"  men  in  power  for  no- 
thing tliat  can,  directly  or  indirectly,  enable  them  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  affect  the  great  question  which  is  now 
at  issue  between  them  and  the  People  of  the  United 
Stated  In  which,  as  interested  paAies,  1  will  take  none  of 
their  evidence  that  1  can  avoid. 

I  believe  1  have,  by  tliis  time,  pretty  well  explained 
my  object.    Sir,  what  should  we  have  said,  thirty  years 
ago,  of  one  of  that  party,  to  which  X  had  the  hoiior  to 
belong,  as  the  youngest  and  most  humble  member,  if  he 
had  brought  forward  a  proposilion,  unconsulting  and  un- 
consulted,  which  might  give  the  adverse  party  some  color 
to  theiriinking  cause,  and  put  it  in  their  power  to  live 
one  more  term  ?  But,  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to  the 
Resolution.   The  public  mind  is  in  a  state  of  excitement, 
such  as  must  ever  exist  on  the  eve  of  a  great  political 
battle.    And,  Sir,  I  should  as  soon  look  for  perft  ct  calm- 
ness and  composure  on  the  eve  of  a  battle  of  another  sort, 
or  rather  after  the  fight  has  begun,  as  that  such  an  inves- 
t^tion  should  now  be  conducted  with  Oiat  patience  and 
deliberation  which  it  demands.    Sir,  the  s<lverse  party 
would  gladly  catch  at  auch  a  resolution.    In  the  time  to 
vhich  I  have  referred,  the  ruling  party,  for  they  held 
their  majority  in  both  Houses  to  the  hut,  did  caich  at 
some  such  straws :  ihey  were  drowning  men — drowned 
they  are.    I  had  intended  to  have  said  lomething  as  to 
tlie  challenges  so  boldly  made,  to  point  out  the  offices 
that  ou^t  to  be  abolidied,  and  Ute  expenditures  which 
onght  to  be  retrenched.   But  I  feel  my  strength  unequal 
to  my  purpose.    But  1  must  say,  that  in  the  affair  of  ttie 
Panama  C»ince  called  the  Tacubaya)  misuon,  not  only 
new  offices  were  created,  but  new  doctrines  were  start- 
ed in  reference  to  the  Executive  prerogative,  which 
were  wholly  unkno«-n  to  the  Constitution   and  to 
the  practice  of  the  predecessors  of  the  present  Cliitf 
Magistrate  i  and  I  will  tell  my  wortliy  colleague.  [Mr. 
Fiats]  if  he  will  permit  me,  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
provement on  his  plan  of  sending  Uiniaters  abroad,  and 
bringing  ihem  back  when  they  have  finished  their  busi- 
ness :  for  they  are  now  sent  abroad  on  sleeveless  errands, 
that  tliey  may  come  biick,  reinfecta,  to  pocket  their  emo- 
luments.   Is  not  this  the  t«ct  ?    Sir,  we  have  had  (tosay 
nothing  of  Tacubiiya)  two  missions  to  England  under  this 
Admitiistntion  :  one  of  them  was  a  complete  abortion  t 
and  as  to  the  other,  u  hat  has  it  dQne  for  tlie  public  good  ? 
what  object  has  it  accomijlished  f   We  were  told  by  the 
Tcrv  accurate  gentleman  froin  Pc-nnsylvania,  [Mr.  Bo- 
cbaVah]  whom  t  always  hear  v'ltii  pleasure,  that  these 
missions  were  justified  •  on  the  ground  that  the  acquisi- 


tioti  of  South-America  had  created  a  swarm— I  lielieve 
that  Vas  the  word—of  Diplomatic  appointments.  Bo  " 
much  the  worse  fi>r  us,  ^r.  Are  we,  whenever  a  nation, 
great  or  small,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  Independent  of  that  other  nation,  instantly  to 
send  off  Ambassadors  to  it  *  Are  we  to  make  uw  of 
the  incident  as  s  pretext  for  increasing  that  patro- 
nage which  all  proteas  to  wisli  to  diminisli  ?  But  we 
are  tokl  that  the  President  has  recommended  to  us  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment.  Ve^  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  one  of  those  lofty  generalities  with  which  all 
sermons,  political  or  religious,  abound,  which  mif^t  be 
printed  in  blank,  like  law  process  and  filled  as  occsMon 
might  require.  But  I,  sir,  am  for  looking  at  the  prac- 
tices, and  not  the  precepts  of  the  parson,  political  or  re* 
ligious.  I  suppose,  sir,  our  good  friends  the  Greeks — 
yea,  sir,  suppose  that  the  Greek — who  is  Graeeubtt  esu- 
rient, the  same  animal  now.  that  he  was  in  the  time  M 
Juvenal,  except  that  he  is  less  enlightened  and  refined — 
should  succeed  in  throwing  off  the  Turkish  yoke — "  the 
faith-keeping  Turk" — I  suppose  we  must  have  an  Am- 
bassador sent  to  every  islet  and  nest  of  pirates  in  the 
^gcan,  sir — we  must  send  one  to  Hydra — one  to  the 
Continent — and  one,  I  presume,  to  each  of  the  Cyclades. 
So  that,  if  my  friend  from  Virginia,  who  is  a  medical  man, 
will  permit  me  the  phrase,  the  disease,  instead  being 
contagious,  will  be  sponuft'c— as,  indeed,  it  now  is— and 
highly  malignant. 

Sir,  I  have  never  seen  but  one  Administration,  which, 
seriously,  and  in  good  faith,  was  disposed  to  give  up  its 
patronage,  and  was  willing  to  go  farther  than  Congress, 
or  even  the  People  themselves,  so  far  as  Congress  re- 
presents their  feelings,  demred — and  that  was  the  first 
adminiat ration  of  Tliomas  Jefferson.    lie,  air,  was  the 
only  man  I  ever  knew  or  heanl  of,  who  really,  truly, 
and  honestly,  not  only  said  "  noh  epiacopari,"  but  actu- 
ally refused'  the  mitre.    It  waa  a  part  of  my  duty,  and 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  public  duty  that  I  ever 
performed,  under  his  recommendation — not  becaase  he 
recommended  it,  thank  God! — to  move,  in  this  House, 
to  relieve  the  public  at  once  from  tlie  whole  burden  of 
that  system  of  internal  taxation,  the  practical  effect  of 
which  was,  whatever  might  have  been  its  object,  to  pro- 
duce patronage  ratlier  than  revenue.    He,  too,  had  real- 
ly at  heart,  and  showed  it  by  his  conduct,  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  and  thut  in  the  only  mode  by  which 
it  ever  can  be  reduced,  hy  lessening  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  till  they  are  below  its  receipts.   Sir,  there 
is  no  witcho^aft  in  that — no,  ur— no  witchcr«ft  at  all — nb 
more  in  pa3ring  a  public  thun  a  private  debt.  You  may  have 
sinking  funds,  as  many  as  you  please,  and  never  so  vast 
a  financul  apparatus  ;  but,  if  you  spend  more  than  you 
have,  you  will  be  in  debt  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Sir, 
so  far  from  fearing  any  injurious  effect  from  the  too  ra- 
pid pAyment  of  the  national  debt,  I  would  pay  the  tlireo 
per  cen',3  now — Yes,  sir,  I  would  pay  them  at  par,  if  ne- 
cessary— fur  it  could  only  prdve  that  money  is  worth  hut 
three  per  cent.    Sir,  I  was  the  humble  instrument  of  in- 
troducing the  first  efficient  sinking  fund,  by  setting  apart 
a  given  sum  of  /7,o00,000,  which  ever  operated  to  re- 
duce the  national  debt.    When  that  debt  was  increased 
by  the  acquisiiioH  of  Louisiana — aye,  sir,  the  acquisition 
of  Lnutsiaua  ! — and  who  was  for  and  who  was  against  it 
then  * — who  pronounced  the  acquisition  uncoustituiion:tl, 
and  declared,  in  the  other  House,  tliat  we  had  no  right  lu 
tax  the  People  of  that  country  ? — the  siiiking  fund  was  then 
ritsed  toeigiit  millions.  Since  that  time,  owing  tu  the  debt 
created  by  the  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  been  raised  to 
ten  millious.    The  gentleman  fiora  New-York  [Mr.  Tat- 


•  Mr.  RAKDOLFH  did  not  mean  to  bmmlenuwd  i»ftng  rbat  ihwamd— but  tliat,  n' tmihiundinE  iheir  labor*  weredirMtud  to  ilie 
the  KDilcBMn  from  Pi-ni»¥l»»m«  [Mr.  BUCHANANJ  JuMiBed  ihe  ;  alleYiatton  of  ihe  public  btirtbnw,  and  Uikt  Uiey  were  a  decidtd  lua- 
MMSam.«.'*butilMoncelk-recUiKc'w>ibtfaebU!iiwuwb^^^^  Joriiy,  ilit-T  woubi  Iwre  U«n  iliwurwdbra  dMciyliiwd  lainnrity,  if 

»£i«M  crrawd.  Keiiher  dM  he  lunn  U  eaprwi  Uauell,  that  the  mry  had  not  acied  upro  coHuiUUon,  uAu  » 
nnMns  «(  Um  IbtpiMauiAlllwnTt  to  tbs.Sereuth  CaDgrct%  wm  I  van eonftlkd br  tbdc eppoBSats  vtmorU-Nte^  Mr,  M, 
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u>b]  htmself  •dmitted— and  I  thank  him  for  it — (be  wu 

'  ubligfed  to  admit  it,  and  thererure,  perhaps,  my  debt  of 

f gratitude  la  the  less)— thi<t  the  sinking  fund  has  not  been 
tithftilly  applied  to  its  object.  Sir,  l.aaid,  in  some  hasiy 
remorka*  when  tlie  ^sntleman  interrupted  my  colleague, 
(Hr.  Floto]  that  applying^  su-pltii  bilancea  to  make  up 
what  hud  been  pillaged  fi-om  tlie  sinking  fund,  was  rob- 
bing Peter  to  pay  Paul.  No,  sir,  it  is  no  such  tiling— it 
is  robbing  Peter  to  payTeter — it  is  robbing  the  sinking 
fund  to  pay  die  sinking  fund  :  for,  as  it  hw  been  over 
and  over  agiun  said,  the  sinking  fund  has  not  only  a  right 
to  its  own  modicum  of  910,000,000,  but  it  is  rewduiry 
legatee  bcudes  i  it  takes  all  the  surplus,  wliatever  that 
may  be,  as  its  own,  and  you  never  can  give  it  any  thing 
in  return  for  that  of  wliich  you  rob  it,  except  out  of  that 
surplus  which  was  already  iis  own.  Can't  give  it  any  more. 
Yuur  giving  surplus  balances  to  eke  out  the  sinking  fund, 
is  nothing  more  than  like  the  false  guardian,  wlio,  when 
he  comes  to  settle  his  accounts,  pays  off  his  debts  to  his 
ward  with  the  money  out  of  which  he  has  cheated  him. 

We  are  tsk^  by  tlie  gentlemen,  why  do  you  not  spe- 
cify  1  Particularize  !  particularize  !  Shew  ua  the  particu- 
lars !  You  give  us  a  sum  total  without  any  items,  aa  Mr. 
Sterling  says  in  the  play.  Will  the  g:entleman  have  one  ? 
Sir,  I  will  give  you  one  uf  them.  The  House  will  give  me 
that  credit  which  I  demand.  It  is  only  my  due.  I  did 
state  that,  if  we  begin  Ihls  system  ot  reform,  it  ought  to 
begin,  like  modem  cliarity,  at  hone.  Sir,  [  never  pre- 
tended that  the  House  w-as  not  answerable  for  abuses 
as  well  as  any  other  branch  uf  the  Goveniment.  Now 
for  one  item  of  them.  Sir,  at  the  first  se'siion  I  was  en 
this  floor — it  was  the  last  Congress  of  the  first  Mr. 
Adams — whether  this  will  be  the  last  of  tlie  second  I 
cannot  say— I  find  this  item  in  the  list  of  appropriations  : 
For  the  expenses  of  fire-wood,  stationary,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  Congress,  twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  forty 
cents.  The  sum.  Sir,  covered  the  expanses  of  botli 
Jlouses,  and  included  besides,  the  extraprdinary  ex- 
pense and  furnishing  eflcii  member  with  a  complete  copy 
of  ilie  Journals  of  tile  old  Congresa.  This  House  then 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two  members,  one  only  of 
wliom  I  sec  now  left,  [Mr.  LivixasToir.]  Now,  we  have 
31J  members.  I'hen,  according  to  the  rule  which  has 
been  introduced  into  Uiis  House— Sir,  by  the  aimiile 
Title  of  throe,  if  102  gives  so  much,  wluit  otiglit  31^  to 
give  ?  Tliis  item,  be  it  remembered,  incl  -ded  the  ex- 
penses of  the  other  body,  hut  I  shall  ci...line  myself 
uow  to  the  expenses  of  this  body  aionc.  For  the  pre- 
sent year  the  total  estimate  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  this  House  now  ditfurs  but  a  trifle  from  ninety  thousand 
ilollars,  of  wh'ch,  1  am  justified  in  saying,  fifty  Miousand 
is  for  printing  alone  {  and  I  huve  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
Sir,  if  the  Bi  iti>h  Parli.iment  paid  for  tlieir  printing  by 
the  same  nile  that  wc  do,  it  is  not  fite  hundred  thousand 
(Idllurs — which  ive  are  told  exceeds  the  whole  annua]  ex- 

Ccnses  of  Congress — but  thi^t  is  not  my  statement,  remcm- 
ct — that  will  defray  their  printer's  bill.  No,  Sir,  and  it  is 
ntit  lor  me  to  say  what  would  defray  it.  1  happen  to  have 
had  an  opportuniiy  of  seeing  a  good  deal  of  the  printing 
cf  the  British  Parliament.  It  is  not  made  up,  like  ours,  of 
title  pages  and  bhiiks,  and  broadsides  of  every  thing 
(ind  any  thing — nioiion^  petitions,  bills,  reports,  resolu- 
tions, amendments,  and  every  matter  which  can  be  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons.  No,  sir,  tliey  go  on  and 
print  clotiely  t  and  where  one  line  ends,  another  beKios, 
(I  make  np  alluwancc  fur  the  higlrratea  uffH'ing  and  wa- 
ges in  that  country  ()  but  I  will  let  the  House  mto  the 
fact,  that  when  the  rate  of  printing  fur  this  body  was 
settled,  a  printer— a  worthy  and  honest  man,  as  I  be- 
lieve— was  a  member  of  Congress.  I  speak  from  tlic 
information  of  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  countrj-.  The 
rate  was  fixed  during  tlie  depreciatiuii  of  paper  money, ; 


which  1  described  yesterday  when  every  thing  braugtit 
ten  prices,  and  it  has  remained  not  uiisettlcd.  No^  biit 
for  it  Jias  been  reguhu-Iy  settled  and  paid  ever  siocc. 
It  has  remained,  f  om  thxt  time  to  this,  at  the  same 
rate — though  one  dollar  now  will  bay  as  audi  at 
land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which  we  drajr  sub- 
siateiicc,  a*  four  dolUrs  would  buy  then-  To  illustrate 
this,  I  will  state  a  fact.  A  {gentleman,  whom  I  knew, 
owning  a  fertile,  but,  as  he  thought,  an  unhealthy  trart 
of  knd,  on  (he  K3.inoke,  sold  it,  and  purchased  a  aHaU 
tract,  on  which  he  built  a  house  tliat  cost  him  five  tbou- 
sand  dollars,  and  (hat  sum  will' build  wliat  is  consHteml 
a  first  rate  house  in  my  part  of  tlie  country.  The  land 
itself  was  not  good,  nor  was  it  b  td.  It  wa<  u  hat  calleJ 
fair  land.  The  s:ate  of  liis  affairs  1'^=  l'"**  of  many  of 
his  neighbors,  soon  obliged  him  to  sell,  aiid  a:>ld  the 
land,  without  any  allowance  for  the  improvements,  &r 
three  dollars  an  acre.  An  acquaintance  uf  mine  wa* 
tempted,  by  the  lowncss  of  price,  to  purchase  the  bnB; 
thus  verjj^k'ing  the  maxim  of  Poor  Kicliatd — Uiat  be  who 
bu^a  what  be  does  not  want,  always  buys  it  dear  :  mad 
so  It  turned  out  in  this  ease.  If  he  wished  to  sell  it  now, 
he  could  not  get  his  money  back.  Th'n  single  £act  was 
worth  all  decUmation  in  the  world.  In  the  same  qoartcf 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  wood  Una)  baa 
sold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  ! 

Sir;  I  bare  not  dune  with  thia  subject  of  the  pnb- 
lic  printing',  and  the  price  paid  for  it.  1  do  not  meaa  to 
worry  the  House.  It  is  veil  known  to  the  monbcrs  of 
this  House  (and  I  hope  what  I  now  say  will  be  taken 
dawn  verbatim,  if  pos&tblej — thai  the  public  printers  of 
this  House  are  also  the  editors  of  the  most  extcoBve — 
1  mean  in  point 'of  superficial  conleiu — the  mai>t  estea- 
sivejounulin  the  United  SUtea,  and  one  whicb,  frooi 
having  been  hithefto  considered  as  posseawn|f  a  sort  of 
at  least  demi-ofncial  diaracie^— sometliing  like  tbe  Hiw- 
teur,  in  Paris,  but  not  exactly— and  from  obserrii^.  or 
raiher  profesKng  to  obierre,  a  strict  neutrality,  lud  ob- 
tained a  most  extensive  circulation  at  ho:nc,_anl  by  far 
tlie  most  extensive  abroad,  "f  any  paper  in  Hms  county. 
Now,  sir,  we  also  know,  that  this  journal  ts  our  ma-a 
stay  and  reliance  for  the  reports  of  our  debates,  and  the 
proceedings  uf  this  House.  Sir,  I  inake  no  Uifcrence* 
farther  tlian  to  say— I  do  not  say  that  tbe  political  ex< 
iatence  or  these  people  hangs  upon  tbe  event  of  the 
next  election— the  tliread  of  their  existence,  like  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  is  connected  with  that 
election— they  sink  with  the  Ad  miiiisi  ration,  turii^ 
abandoned  Ihelr  professed  neu!ralily,  if  it  sinks:  and,  if 
it  does  not,  tliey  will  cerlai'ily  swiin.  1  make  no  m*o 
imputations  on  them  tlian  that  they  have  t  S'iJXJa  per 
annum  staked  on  theevent— on  aaingie  card. 

If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caio* 
Una  shall  prevail,  if  I  undersiand  the  m;ilicr  of  it,  this 
item  of  expenditure  ought  to  he  include<I,  atone  ot<t 
which  we  have  complete  control.  I  beg  pardon,  I  AdoLl 
have  snggea'ed  this  before,  but  I  knew  l'tatther<:  wm 
a  committee  of  the  House  whose  duty  it  w.-»»  to  ajdil 
iu  accounts,  and  tu  see  that  no  improper  items  are 
admitted*  1  have  pointed  out  one  abuse-,  anJ  I  have 
done  it  where  it  was  proper  to  point  it  out,  at  home .  Sir. 
I  have  known  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  for  a  Ii»aj 
time.  They  were  no  secret  to  me,  nor  did  I  make  a 
secret  of  titem  tu  any  body  ;  but  I  do  know,  that  a  nan 
miglit  calculate  on  as  much  success  in  going  a  tilting — 
not  at  aiiadows,  as  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  aay>— 
not  like  the  Kiitght  of  La  Mancha  at  sheep  and  wiod- 
mills— but  rather  at  a  flock  of  mad  cattle,  pent  up  in  a 
narrow  lane,  m  to  attempt  to  ferret  out  the  abu«% 
without  having  the  cordial  co-operalion  uf  those  wlraare 
at  the  head  of  the  Departments,  and  that  co-operalioa  it 
would  be  worse  than  fully  to  pretend  tu  look  for.  On  that 
subject,  Sir,  I  declare  the  plcaa-jic  iliat  it 
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}  bear  my  testimony,  such  as  it  is,  along  with  the 
entleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  the  piibuc  services, 
le  intelligence,  the  integrity^  and  the  inilefiitigAbility 
f  the  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Pos*.  Office  De- 
itrtment.  I  voted  against  increasing  his  salary.  It 
.  the  only  one  of  the  Departments  whicli  I  have 
ijely  had  any  thing  to  do  with,  and  whenever  I 
ad  occasion  to  go  there,  I  have  always  found  him  in 
is  officii  and  at  his  business.  Sir,  there  was  a  time 
■hen  I  often  tiad  to  visit  the  Departments,  (which  does 
ot,  however,  affect  the  present  Adminwtration,)  and 
len  I  seldom  had  the  honor  to  6iid  any  of  their  high 
lightinesses  at  home — I  mean,  in  their  offices.  Sir, 
fe  cannot  expect  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  Heads 
f  Departments  in  such  an  inquiry  as  is  now  proposed. 
:ltey  are  pleading  before  the  bar  of  public  opimtm  for 
tieir  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  thestrong  evidence 
efore  the  jury  of  their  guilt 
I  shall  vote,  however,  fur  the  amendment  moveil  by 
he  gentleman  from  Smith  Carolina,  and,  if  it  prevails,  1 
hall  vote  against  ttie  resolution  as  so  amended.  And 
et  me,  before  I  sit  down,  give  one  warning  to  all  con- 
erned.  This  country,  as  we  all  know,  is  divided  intp 
wo  adversary  parties ;  and  we  must  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
act,  if  we  do  not  know  that  this  lloiise  is  nearly,  or 

iuite,  equally  divided  between  them.  Pm  ut  ab  hode 
oeeri.  I  see  one  of  these  parties,  perfectly  willing,  no 
louht,  with  the  very  great  man  to  whom  I  have  before  al- 
tided,  to  throw  upon  us  the  responsibility  for  whatever 
3  done  here,  sitting  perfectly  stitl^  steadfkst,  ulent,  and 
lemure,  bringingforwardnoproposition  whatever,  fsee 
:he  other  party  throwing  out  proposition  after  proposi- 
.ion.  The  oppoiite  party  never  commits  itself  unlit  af-. 
:er  a  night's  reflection.  And  what  is  the  consequence  > 
rhpugh,  1  believe,  a  minority,  they  so  manage  matlers, 
u  oil  every  question  to  constitute  an  effective  majority  of 
:his  House,  and  then  throw  on  us  the  responsibility  of  their 
own  measures.    Sir,  this  is  a  new  sort  of  political  justice. 

A^i^in,  1  see  most  plainly,  with  the  gentleman  from 
South-  Carolina,  that  thi^  inquiry  will  end  in  smoke — 
ind  I  am  not  one  who  will  light  the  fire,  or  help  to  raise 
I  smoke  by  which  a  retreating  adversary  may  cover 
and  protect  his  retreat.  I  will  afford  them  no  facilities 
:ow4rds  victory.  I  stand  here  pledged  us  their  ad- 
rer-ary,  quoad' hoc,  and  I  will  add  another  pledge  to 
oppose  any  and  every  party  who  would  impose  on  this 
country  any  man,  as  its  Chief  Magistrate,  besides  him 
who  receives  the  greatest  number  ofitSTOtes.  Sir.ifwe 
must  amend  .the  Constitution,  t  shall  not  vote  for  a  he- 
reditary Chief  Magistrate — I  do  not  belong  to  tliat 
privileged  class — the  President  of  a  minority  is  hardly 
(e8a  odious  than  ft  King — but  I  want  the  House  against 
any  attempt  at  reform  while  the  President  ii  not  witti 
us.  In  the  Seventh  Congress,  in  flpit^of  all  Mr.  JefTer- 
Bon  did,  his  measures  were  thwarted  t  and 'when  was  an 
Administration  stronger  >  Then,  with  a  House  of  Ue- 
preseiitatives  so  equally  balanced  as  this  (and  1  take 
the  vote  for  the  election  of  Speaker  as  the  indication  of 
its  state,]  witu  the  scale  vibrating,  nearly  in  equlUbrio,  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  be  certain  of  a  majority,  let  our 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted,  lluw  could  we  ^et 
along,  even-  if  the  Executive  was  on  our  side,  acting 
against  a  solid  phalanx  who  hold  together — so  perfectly 
united  tiiatve  cannot  cut  otfa  single  straggler,  wlule 
we  ourselves  act  more  like  raw  undisciplined  ndUtia  ? 
Sir,  I  speak  finom  experience.  In  the  Seventh  Congress, 
Sir,  we  never  oould  have  got  along,  with  the  aid  ot  t^ 
most  popular  President  that  ever  lived  (except  one)  with 
out  consulting  before  ve  acted.  We  were  obliged  \q  hold 
— (  will  not  use  ^barbaruus  word  which  has  become  com- 
mon tttrougbout  the  eountnr,  and  whidi  I  first  heard  in 
this  body— l>ut  ve  were  obuged  to  act  in  concert.  And, 
Sir,  if  Ve  do  not  aet  in  otmcert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  will 
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be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  And  how  ought 
we  to  act  in  concert  t  Sir,  by  leiving  this  Government 
just  in  the  course  where  we  found  it.  We  ought  to  ob- 
serv.e  that  practice  which  is  the  hardest  of  all— especi- 
ally  for  young  physicians — we  ought  to  throw  in  no  me- 
dicine at  all — to  abstain — Co  observe  a  wise  and  mas- 
terly  inactivity.  I  a-n  afraid.  Sir,  Ca»i  l  Mr.  R.,  on  resum- 
ing his  seat,)  that  I  have  not  on  this  occasion,  added  to 
my  precept  my  example, 
[tiere  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

Satvboat,  Javdut  26,  1828. 
RETRENCHMENT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  erf',  Uie  resolu- 
tions heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  Cbiktoh,  Uwether  with 
the  modifications   proposed  by  Messrs.  Tathie  and 

HcDuFTII. 

And  the  questidn  being  on  the  amendment  siU>ii^tted 
by  Mr.  MoDupfie  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  TaTLoB— 

Mr.  CAKSON  s^id,  that  (he  object  for  which  he  had 
originally  attempted  to  obtain  the  floor  was,  to  state  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  vote  lor  laying  the  re- 
solution of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltow] 
together  witli  the  amendment  of  thegentiemen  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  TaxLon]  on  the  table.  As  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunitjT  of  proceeding  after  he  bail  obtained  the 
floor,  he  considered  it  due  to  himself  now  to  state  tho^ 
reasons. 

Mr.  CHILTON  here  requested  Mr.  CaasoH  to  yield  him 
the  floor  fur  a  moment,  and  Mr.  Caasoir  liaving  done  so, 

Ur.  CHILTON  ssked  if  it  would  be  in  order  for  Un 
now  to  modify  his  resolutions  as  no  amendment  to  them 
had  yet  been  adopted  ' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  be  perfectly  in 
order  :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  CHILTON  modifieJ  his  resolutions,  so  as  to  read 
as  follows : 

"  1.  Buohedf  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  measures  ouglit  tooe  adopted  to  «• 
mintsh  Executive  patronage  %  to  secure  a  more  efTectuil 
responsibility  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money  i 
ana,  also,  what  retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  public 
expenditures  williout  injury  to  the  public  service  t  and, 
also,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wljat,  measures  may  be 
adopted  for  the  more  effectual  application  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  the  payment  of  the  Public  debt. 

**  3.  Retokedt  That  the  said  cwnmittee  be  directed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  the  House  Uie  amount  of  monies 
which  have  been  paid  since  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  and 
of  the  several  appropriations  made  ht  contingencies  of 
Forci,{n  Intercourse,  and  which  have  been  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  witliout  specification  t  and,  also  the  payment 
made  out  of  the  same  appropriation^  and  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  contingent  expenses  of  misuoiu  abroad, 
which  have  been  settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  usual 
manner,  according  to  law. 

"3.  BuolMd,  Tlut  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  what  sums  have  been 
paid,  Out  of  the  sereral  appropriations  made  nnce  the 
Ist  of  January,  1834,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
said  Departments,  to  whom  pud,  and  fbr  what  aerviee. 

*'4.  ^esoAwd;  That  the  Committee<^  Accounts  bo^rect- 
ed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and,if  anpr,what  re- 
trenchments can  be  made  in  tlie  ezpences  of  this  House." 

Of  course,  the  amendments  to  tlie  original  resolutions 
now  fell,  as  their  form  had  been  changed,  and  they  were 
open  for  any  further  amendment  which  might  be  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  CARSON  then  resumed.  In  that  part  of  the 
rules  of  the  House  iwescribb^  the  duttei  of  tho  le* 
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veT»l  committees,  (said  Mr.  C.)  the  attention  dF  tl»e 
Committee  on  Public  Expcntlitures  is  particularly  direct- 
ed to  this  subject,  and  it  is  made  their  ihtty  to  examine 
into  the  stitte  of  the  serenit  public  department!!,  and  par- 
Ucttlariy  into  the  U«s  making  appro|jriations  of  muneys, 
and  to  report  whether  such  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  ta«i. 

We  Rnd  this  duty  in  the  fl5lh  rule  uF  this  llouse,  as 
rollows  : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sevt- ral  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  htwa  niBkin{>  appro- 
p'ntioiw  of  ironejs,  and  to  report  whether  tlie  moneyii 
nave  been  disbursed  conrormably  with  s'ich  laws  ;  and, 
abo,  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  pruviaicns  and 
aranfi^ementa  as  may  be  necessary  toadd  to  the  economy 
oFthe  departments,  and  the  accountability  of  their  om- 
cers." 

Nov,  I  did  believe  that  the  duties  of  that  committee 
being  of  this  nature,  precluded  the  neceosity  of  the  reso- 
lution which  was  oifL-red,  and  I  further  Uiuu^bt  that  this 
was  a  very  improper  time  for  its  inlrutluction — that  it 
could  be  attended  with  no  beneficial  result  to  the  com- 
munity, and  that  its  only  efTcct  would  be  to  waste  the 
lime  of  this  body  and  produce  electioneering  speeches 
on  this  floor.  1  was  not  mistaken,  as  has  since  been 
shewn  by  the  progress  of  tl>e  present  debate.  It  appears 
that  even  gentlemen  who  tisve  expressed  a  disposition 
to  transact  the  public  buisnesa  and  return  home,  have 
nevertheless  been  actuated,  by  an  anxiety  of  a  political 
kind,  to  turn  this  matter  to  the  benefit  of  one  or  the  other 
ofthe  great  parties  uhich  now  divide  this  country. 

He  had  explained  himself  on  this  Biihject,  to  a  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  in  the  folding  room  attacht-d  to  this 
House  a  few  days  ago,  where  he  was  justified  in  saying, 
that  he  saw  thousands  of  the  celebrated  Virginia  Address 
written  by  Chapman  Johnson,  folding  to  be  sent  to  the 
North  and  to  the  West,  and  even  to  the  South  ;  and  tlie 
hope,  I  understand,  is  entertained,  that  the  old  State  of 
North  Carohna,  among  others,  is  to  be  revolutionized  by 
the  effect  of  tliis  address  of  Chapman  Johnson.  But,  sir, 
lean  tell  those  gentlemen,  who  expect  this  to  be  the 
result  in  North  Carolina,  that  they  will  find  themselves 
cooipletely  defeated  in  all  their  ellorts  to  pnxhiee  such  a 
result.  Sir,  North  Carolina  has  repeatedly  been  tiied, 
and  in  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  herscl'i  and 
done  her  duty.  1  mentioned  to  that  gentleman  that  all  such 
attempts  were  peritxtly  useless,  and  the  reply  I  received 
was,  though  the  chances  are  now  for  you,  yet  a  reac- 
tion will  speedily  be  brought  about,  "  and  this  subject  is 
Seized  upon  as  one  means  to  aid  in  producing  that  result. 
Sir,  ]  do  not  care  for  this.  No  event  in  future  is  more 
certain,  according  to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of 
General  Jackson  ;  but,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  1  wish  to  see 
no  discusmons  on  this  floor,  except  such  as  are  calculated 
t*  advance  the  good  of  the  community,  and  that  we  may 
do,the  public  business  and  go  home,  instead  of  remain- 
ing here.as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rinoolpb] 
has  said,  to  feed  upon  tlie  Public  Treasury.  _ 

But,  as  the  discussion  is  to  be  proceeded  in,  I  wish  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  some  of  the  expressions 
which  dropped  from  the  genllemen  who  have  preceded 
me.  And  I  ask  leave,  in  tlie  first  place,  to  notice  some 
of  the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
STiWART.)  He  said  that  he  would  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion because  it  was  a  measure  of  retrenctimcnt  and  eco- 
nomy—^ut  what  were  his  subsequent  expressions  t — why 
sir,  be  told  tis  that  the  sinking  fund  was  too  great,  and 
that  we  were  paying  off  the  public  debt  too  Rwt,  and  he 
added  that  we  ought  not  to  do  this,  because  tlie  continu- 
ance of  the  public  debt  promoted  economy.  Yes,  air,  to 
remain  in  debt,  and  to  pay  large  sums  for  interest,  pro - 
mote*  economy.   If  I  rtculkct  right,  when  a  few  days 


since  a  di«:u8sion  took  place  on  a  resolutk>n  of|an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  P.  P.  BABaooft]  for 
selling  out  the  stock  held  by  the  Goremmcnt  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  the  same  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania uigetl  another  and  a  different  reason  why  xhe^  pub- 
lic debt-should  not  be  paid  off.  He  then  told  us  that  our 
sources  of  revenue  ought  to  be  curtailed,  and  new  chan- 
nels of  expenditure  opened  fur  the  national  capital  to 
flaw  iM,  lest  the  public  treasury  should  b<:conie  so  fuU 
that  it  would  die  of  plethora.  Now,  ills  opmion  seeus 
ciitively-  changed — the  apprehensions  he  then  f«lt,  have, 
since  that  time,  it  seems,  completely  evaporated,  and  he 
now  tells  us  the  public  debt  must  not  be  paid,  because  iu 
continancc  promotes  economy.  1  think  tiiat  the  nature 
of  the  concerns  of  a  nation  may  be  greatly  simplified  by 
comparin^f  them  with  those  of^ a  judicious  private  family. 
The  mode  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  bead  of 
such  a  family,  to  better  his  afTaira,  I  should  suppose  woumI 
be  to  reduce  liis  ex^>encva  within  his  income  and  not  to 
economise  by  sufTering  his  debts  to  remain,  and  the  ac- 
cruing interest  to  prey  upon  him  like  a  moth. 

I  will  nrxt  say  a  word  as  to  the  remarks  which  fell  fniDi 
the  gentleman  from  Indinna  [M--.  Blake.]  Towards  that 
gtntlcman  I  cherish  the  best  feeling — I  esteem  him  high- 
ly, and  am  only  sorry  that  wc  are  not  more  closely  uniieil 
in  our  puliticni  opinions.  The  true  question  befotelbe 
House,  (says  that  gentlcman^ts  neitlier  more  nor  lesslhsi 
this  :  Is  the  present  a  prodigal  Administration  ?  1  «as 
aware,  when  the  resolution  was  first  introduced,  that  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  would  seek  to  make  it  ap- 
pear ;hat  this  measure  had  originated  with  and  was  presst*) 
by  the  friends  of  Gen.  Jackson,  as  furnishing  on  opportunii; 
of  preferring  charges  against  the  Administration.  It  wa 
necessary  for  them  to  assume  this  as  the  true  qtiestioa. 
that  they  might  with  the  better  grace  introduce  enca- 
miunra  and  eulogies  upon  those  who  conduct  tho  Govern- 
ment. That  gentleman  has  also  complained  of  the  mis- 
representations  that  have  gone  abroad  against  the  Adinia- 
istrauon — and  hopes  there  is  llbenlily  enough  in  tbis 
House  to  do  them  justice,  and  acquit  them  of  tiie  catu-«- 
■lies  which  liavc  been  heaped  u^onthem.  Sec. 

I,  too,  Mr.  Speaker,  regret lliatany  mlsrepresenlatkmj 
should  have  been  made  on  either  side  ;  but,  upon  m; 
soul,  I  think  they  have  no  right  to  complain  on  that  poiou 
If  Ihey  will  but  turn  their  eyes  to  what  has  been  said  by 
the  Government  papers  on  the  ch;\ractcr  of  General  Jack- 
son, it  must  be  acknowledged  that  they  have  beaten  u 
far  in  misrepresentation  and  cidumny  ;  ami.  Sir,  I  do  net 
envy  ihem  their  distinction  :  for  1  shall  never  dispute  the 
pahn  with  them  on  that  subject  Sir,  what  lias  been  s^id, 
or  rather,  what  has  not  been  said  against  Gen.  Jacksua ' 
Need  1  refer  to  all  the  Admin'stration  pre'S.-s  in  th^  Unit- 
cd  Slates  ?  Need  I  refer  to  a  recent  book  published  bj 
the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  with  letters  or  certi- 
ficates, 1  think  he  calls  them,  intended  to  exctdpate  hiai 
from  the  charge  of  corruption  ?  Sir,  have  tlit-y  5top;)ed 
here  ?  Has  the  character  of  Gen.  Jackson  alone  been  as- 
sailed i  No,  Sir.  Like  the  Hyena,  that  fellest  of  the  fril, 
which  robs  the  gr.»ves  of  the  deail,  ihc  y  have  entered  tl»e 
sanctiiury  of  domestic  retirement,  and  draggetl  before  llw 
bnr  of  the  public,  loaded  with  ttic  basest  slanders,  i!;: 
character  of  an  innocent  and  much  injured  lady.  Han 
they  done  this,  and  do  they  now  complain,  and  charge  us 
with  wishing  to  heap  calumny  ou  the  Adminstratioc ' 
Sir,  I  propose  nothing  like  it.  1  would  treat  the  Adniin- 
istrutlon  justly  ;  and  all  I  ask  is  that  they  &ha.ll  do  the 
same  justice  to  General  Jack«on,  and  his  friends. 

•The  gentleman  [Mr.  Blark]  also  asks  ds,  what  nev 
offices -liave  been  created  under  this  Adniini^tralioa  ' 
And  he  answers  the  question  himself,  by  saying,  not  we. 
The  question  and  the  reply  arc  intended'to  go  before  the 
community,  and  to  produce  their  effect  abroad.  Sir,  kt 
the  gentleman  accept  an  answer  from  me.    I  answer  hi.-n 
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the  officers  attached  tit  the  far-famed  Panama  Mission, 
have  been  created  by  the  President.  I  sliati  not  say  any- 
thing on  the  subject  of  tlmt  mission.  The  nature  of  it  is 
M'ell  understood  by  the  American  People.  But  I  must 
be  permitted  to  remark  on  the  assiimi)tion  of  power  by 
the  Executive'in  this  case.  In  his  Brst  message  he  stated 
to  IIS  that  the  invitation  had  been  received,  mvUinff  this 
Nation  to  be  represented  at  the  Congrosi  of  N^itions, 
shortly  to  be  convened  at  the  iMhmns  of  Panama,  and, 
he  adds,  "  the  invitatisn  has  baen  accepted,  and  Minis- 
ters will  be  commissioned  and  sent."  lie  subsequently 
submitted,  it  is  (me,  the  appointment  of  these  Ministers 
to  the  Senate,  and  if  he  had  not  written,  at  the  same  time, 
■  communication  to  that  bo(!y,  I  shimid  have  supposed, 
that  when  he  said  **  Ministers  will  be  coDiinissioned  and 
sent,"  he  meant,  as  of  courae,  to  be  understood  that  they 
would  be  commissioned  and  sent  by  and  with  the  advice 
ami  onsent  of  the  Senate-  But  in  that  communication 
he  telUtlie  Senate  that  he  had  concluded  it  to  be  within 
his  constitutional  comjielcncy  to  send  these  Ministers  by 
his  own  suthot^ry,  but  that  he  had  graciously  condescen- 
ded, as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  I  suppose,  to  ask  for  their 
consent.  Now,  sir,  lama  plain  dealii^  man,  but  as  the 
President  is  a  magistntte  high  in  office,  I  ought  not,  per- 
haps to,  say,  that  he  is  either  ignorant  or  totnipt.  But 
th'K  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and  this  1  will  say,  that 
if  any  otitcr  man  had  said  as  much«  I  should  he  able  to 
convict  him,  either  of  the  grossest  ignorance,  or  of  the 

l^tDssest  what  is  worse.    What  ea}s  the  Constitution  ? 

Here  Mr.  C .  qnotcd  as  follows. 

•'He  [the  Piflsident]  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  i>f  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties  pro- 
vided two-tliirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur  :  and  he 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
op  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  Ambassadors^  other  Public 
Minister^  and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
ftll  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  ^tiich  sliall  be 
established  by  law.  But  the  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest 
the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  tho  Courts  of  law,  or  in 
the  Heads  of  Departments.  The  President  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  t1>e 
recess  ofthe  Senate,  by  granting eommisuon^  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session." 

Now,  Sir,  if  he  can  only  do  this,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  it  certainly  follows  that  he 
has  no  authority  to  do  it  without  their  advice  and  consent, 
and  if  be  believed  the  contrary,  it  is  charity  lo  attribute 
sucit  a  belief  to  i^omnce.  Such  at  least  is  my  opinion, 
bdt  it  may  be  owmg  to  my  plainness  and  want  of  capacity 
to  dive  into  such  matters  as  well  as  he.  He  may  derive  it 
from  some  superhuman  power,  such  as  produced  his 
••superadded  obligation"  to  send  an  armed  force  against 
Georgia  ;  with  such  powers  I  am  unacquainted,  but  if 
there  be  such  superadded  power  it  must  he  accompanied 
with  a  superadded  responsibility. 

Let  me  now  say  a  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
who  spoke  last  yesterday,  [Mr.  Wrioht.]  I  heard,  that 
gentleman  demanding,  as  1  tliought,  proudly,  what  are 
the  abuses  of  which  wc  complain  and  boldly  challenging 
the  fullest  investigation.  Sir,  I  think  1  could,  with  great 
propriety,  refer  him  for  an  answer  toa  certain  committee, 
callcd,if  I  mistake  not,  the  secret  committee — (1  speak  of 
tbisfrom  newspspcrauthority)-— and  which  was  organized 
here  last  Winter.  It  may  be  that  that  committee,  were 
they  80.disposed,  could  point  out  a  great  many  of  tlie  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  of  this  Government  ;  but,  as  tltey 
were  a  secret  committt.*e,  I  dotiht  greatly  whether  they 
would  be  much  inclined  to  develop  mysteries  of  that 
•character..  1  rather  think  they  would  be  more  disposed 
lo  secrete  them.  I  will  however,  ask  leave  of  the  gentle- 
man  to  point  out  one  or  two.    It  was  an  abuse  of  the  con< 


tingent  fund  of  the  State  Department  to  pay  ytmng  Mr* 
King  an  outfit  of  $4,500 -as  Chai^  d'Affaires  while 
remained  in  England-  It  was  an  abuse  of  that  fund  t^ 
pay  John  H.  Pleasants  nineteen  hundred  dollars  fur  ca^* 
rying  out  despatches  to  Buenos  Avres,  when  he  got  sO 
far  out  of  his  latitude  as  to  land  at  Liverpool.  Sir,  I  w  i» 
mention  another  abuse.  When  a  Muiister  was  app<m)te<i 
to  the  Panama  Mission,  a  certain  gentleman  was  appoint- 
ed aa  Secretary  of  Legation  to  tliat  Mission,  and  paid  h>a 
salary,  while  at  the  same  time,  that  gentleman  was  on  an 
electioneering  tour  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  I  candi* 
4latc  for  Governor  of  that  State.  This  fact  we  have  in  an 
answer,  uf  the  Secretary  of  State  to  an  inqairy  of  tbi> 
Houae  on  that  subject  The  Secretaty  acKnuwledgcs 
that  he  received  his  salary  for  going  abroad,  white  he 
staid  at  home  ;  butassigns,  as  a  reason,  that  the  gentle- 
man  resigned  a  lucrative  office  to  accept  of  this  appoint- 
ment, But  an  examination  and  comparison  of  dates  will 
show  that  he  liad  resigned  that  office. sometime  before, 
and  ftyr  the  avowed  reason  tlial  he  could  not  discharge  the 
duties  of  it,  on  account  of  ill  health.  Now,  if  the  Go- 
vemment  may  pay  a  man  for  doing  the  public  businesa 
abroad,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  permit  him  to  re- 
main at.  home  electioneeriiig  for  a  Governor's  Chair,  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  I  say  it  is  an  abuse,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied. 

Speaking  of  the  estublishmcnt  at'West  Point,  permit 
me  to  make  one  remark.  Among  the  Items  in  the  esti- 
mates for  that  institution,  I  findtne  following:  "For 
compenaalion  to  twenty  supernumerary  Second  Ijeuten- 
anlfi,  $  15,100."  Here  are  twenty  young  men  who  have 
been  educated  at  (he  public  expense  and  who  are  now 
supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
$  15,000.  Sir,  is  tliis  economy  ?  I  know  that  tliat  insti- 
tution was  got  up  under  a  different  administration  t  but 
this  application  of  the  public  money  has  been  made  by 
the  present  admhiistration,  and  it  is  one  of  those  expen- 
dttures'w^iich  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  present  in- 
quiry. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  further,  that  he  would 
to.  God  that  the  House  could  force  a  tariff  upon  the  coun- 
try, or  that  a  tariff  could  be  forced  upon  us,  (I  will  not 
be  sure  of  the  exact  words,)  and  if  he  thought  this,  he 
should  return  home  better  satisfied.  1  shall  only  say  at 
present,  that  he  and  his  fiiends  had  better  not  attempt  to 
force  that  measure  upon  the  South.  We,  air,  are  a  kind 
of  People,  who  will  not  be  forced  ;  and  let  the  gentle- 
man remember,  too,  that,  while  the  friends  of  tliat  mea- 
sure are  forcing  the  tariff  upon  us,  they  are  precisely,  at 
the  same  rate,  forcing  an  inroad  upon  the  Constitution  { 
for,  sir,  the  verj-  objects  of  the  meeting  of  that  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution,  and  the  causes  which 
influenced  the  leading  statesmen  and  patriots  of  tl»t  day, 
to  unite  in  the  establishment  of  a  Federal  Government, 
and  the  %-ery  reasons  whtcli  were  urged  (and  which,  in 
fact,  pro<luced  the  efTect)  upon  the  SUtes.-to  give  up  a 
part  of  their  rights  as  sovereignties  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  forbids  the  idea,  tliat  it  could  have  been  intend- 
ed (innmaterial  how  wordedj  that  those  powen  should 
have  been  extended  to  the  injury  of  a  part,  or  even  one 
of  them,  for  the  benefit  of  others :  for,  ur,  in  the  con- 
ceiuiion  of  those  rights  by  the  States,  the  advantages  and 
the  injuries  resultnig  from  thecn,  were  to  be  mutually 
shared  by  all — a  perfect  reciprocity  of  interests  waa  to 
be  observed,  and  preserved  j  and  any  measure  passed  by 
Congress,  which,  while  it  benefits  ?ne  nan  of  the  Union, 
as  manifestly  tnjureathe  other,  ia  a  violaUon  of  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  tliat  instrument  t  but  more  especially  is  it ' 
a  violation,  when  stich  measures  are  "forced  upon  States 
not  willing  to  be  forceil." 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  on  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
the  members  of  Congress.  I  know,  perfectly  welt,  that 
no  man  mure  honestly  expressed  his  opinion  un  tliat  sub- 
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ject,  tlun  my  collea^e,  [Mr.  Cvlpxpsr]  wIio  spoke  >'<»• 
ter^y.  That  gentleman  has  given  us  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  receire  his  pay^ — other  gentlemen  may 
have  other  reasons.  I  do  not  think  with  the  gentlemen 
who  have  tud  that  the  rate  of  compensation  is  too  low — 
my  conititueota  understood  the  iiay  I  was  to  receive 
when  they  sent  me  here,  and  1  am  willing  to  receive  it— 
but  if  the  members  of  the  House  are  disposed  to  curtail 
the  rate  of  pay,  I  am  ready  to  go  with  them.  I'he  gen- 
tleman from  Iklatyland,  [Mr.  Babnxt,]  in  stating  his  rea- 
sons fnr  thinking  the  present  rate  ougfit  to  be  continued, 
was  pleased  to  nvor  us  with  an  account  of  tlie  manner  in 
which  be  spends  his  pay  as  a  member.  He  said  that  he 
could  hold  up,  in  this 'House,  a  spotless  hand  of  purity, 
that  lie  kept  none  of  the  public  money,  &&,  and  one  of 
Ibit  rcMoniii,  that  he  spends  so  much  in  deeds  of  chari- 
ty, "to cover,**  as  he  tells  us, *<  amuttKude nfsins."  Sir, 
the  gentleman  has  let  the  Honse  into  a  secret.  I  did  not 
know  that  the  gentleman  had  any  sins  to  cover,  except 
his  political  sins — and  I  did  hope,  that  his  experience 
here  would  lead  him  (o  repentance,  and  tliat  he  would, 
ere  long,  turn  firom  the  error  of  hu  way*f  embrace  the 
true  faiti^  and  come  over  to  the  cause  or  the  People,  and 
support  (General  Jacknon.  ' 

Mr.  KREMEH  said,  when  this  resolution  «'as  first  of- 
fered,  I  little  thought  it  would  have  opened  such  a  theme 
of  discussion.  It  appeared  to  me  so  plain  a  case  that  I 
thought  it  wotild  have  gone  to  a  committee  witliout  any 
oitpoaition,  and  that  that  committee  would  have  gone  on 
with  diligence  to  ascertain  what  Ktreitchment  could  be 
effected.  I  have  been  disappointed.  It  has  encountered 
an  opposition  I  little  expected,  and  however  unwilling  I 
always  am,  to  address  this  House,  1  feel  tliat  my  duty 
calls  me,  and  I  shall  do  it.  I  could  agree  to  waive  far- 
ther discussion,  so  far  as  I  am  myself  concerned,  but  for 
the  extraordinary  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  wlio  op. 
pose  the  resolution.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  par- 
ticular, [Hr.  WaioBT]  inqtiires,  who  it  there  tliat  knows 
of  ftn^  abuses  *  I  will  answer  the  gentleman  by  another 
question.  Who  is  there  that  daesnot  know  them  '  Talk 
to  me  of  the  purity  existing  here  !    But  we  have  heard 


influence  at  all  on  the  gentleman*!  patriotic  nind.  TIm 
printing  and  stationery  was  taken  from  a  poor  widow,  *od 
distributed  among  the  creatures  oT  patrons^.  I,  Cor 
one,  will  vote  for  the  resolution  in  ever)'  shape  and  form  f 
1  see  from  the  discus^on  that  mai.y  gentlemen  are  oppos- 
ed to  it,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tirg^nia,  {llr.  VLam- 
solpb]  said,  truly,  tluit  it  ts  in  vain  to  attempt  now  to  pi  to 
the  bottom  and  ferret  out  all  the  abuses  that  exist.  I  am 
well  aware  df  this.  I  know  that  the  monatrous  extrava- 
gance of  the  contingent  fund,  and  such  a' vast  aotouMt  of 


should  be  as  open  as  day.    The  People,  s'w,  will  &>own 
on  these  deeds  of  darknea,  and  the  result  of  the  clee- 
tion  of  1838,  will  prochiro  to  an  aitoniAed  world  tliat 
they  are  not  to  be  bought  and  sold.   One  word  more.  ws. 
Let  me  earnestly  urge  it  on  all  the  friends  •(  reform,  that, 
although  the  measure  is  ill-timed,  and  although  we  can't 
reach  the  bottom  of  this  stinking  poul,  let  ut  go  ai  frr  in- 
to it  as  we  can.    If  we  fWil,  though  we  may  not  obtaaa 
success,  we  shall  have  done  more— we  shall  have  deaerr- 
ed  it.    It  is  not  in  a  day  or  in  an  hour,  that  saeh  n  rhki- 
ster  is  to  be  levelled.    I  again  invoke  the  friends  of  re- 
form, as  they  lioU  In  veneration  the  blood  of  their  ances- 
tors, and  tlie  memory  of  their  departed  vrorth,  not  to 
withdraw  their  support  from  this  inquiry.   Sir,  it  a  la 
vain  that  Washington,  and  Green,  and  Sumpter,  and 
Gates,  and  Marion,  and  Lafayette,  hazarded  Ihcir  blood 
in  contending  for  our  liberty.    Aye,  sir,  and  that  Jack- 
son fought  in  two  wars  ?  and  that  the  great  Jefferson  la- 
bored for  us  in  the  Cabinet,  if  we  are  now  to  give  up  the 
ship.   I  hope  we  sliant  do  it.    I  hope,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  we  shall  nail  our  fl»g  to  the  mast,  and 
in  such  a  ship,  vst,  manned  by  the  American  Pet^l^aad 
commanded  by  such  an  officer,  we  ihaU  put  down  ai| 
those  who  dare  oppose  us. 

Hr.  BARNRY  remarked,  that  his  fhend  and  ne^^bbor, 
frcm  North  Carolina,  had  presented  hi*  with  a  draft,  m 
sight,  which,  thou^  not  strictly  payable  to  oider,  as  H 
relates  to  his  political  creed,  cenainly  not  now  under 


an  extract  read  from  our  beloved  President'u  message,    consideration,  yet  should  be  promptly  honored.  CwiU 


recommending  to  us  llie  observance  of  economy.    I  ask, 
in  what  is  it  to  be  ftnind  ?   In  sending  a  niperannuated 
Mnister  abroad,  to  do  nothing  but  pocket  the  money, 
and  leave  the  public  business  undone  ?   Is  it  in  the  m- 
mous  mission  to  PanaTna,  in  search  of  a  Congrens,  that 
nobody  has  been  able  to  find  ?   Was  this  any  evidence 
of  economy  ?   The  American  People  wi;l  say,  we  want 
no  such  evideocesof  your  economy — we  want  you  to  re- 
deem the  extravairance  of  this  Government,  and  bring 
back  to  us  the  dd  fashioned  economy— not  the  new 
ftahioned.    When  the  elder  or  first  Adams  attempted  to 
break  the  Constitution,  and  introduce  a.aystem  of  waste* 
ful  extravagance,  the  People  meaatired  out  t^  him  what 
justice  required  \  I  hnoe  tlie  name  justice  that  was  mea. 
aured  to  the  first,  wul  be  m? asured  out  to  the  second. 
To  doubt  it,  would  be  to  doubt  the  knowledge,  virtue, 
and  intelligence,  of  the  People.  And  has  it  come  to  this? 
Are  we  to  be  told  there  is  no  comiption  here  ?   Sir,  it 
is  little  vilhtuy  that  bejgets  great  crimes.  It  is  the  bri^t 
■un  that  brings  fbrth  the  adder.    The  same  law  that.foi^ 
bids  you  to  touch,  forbids  the  wish  to  touch.    What  have 
we  not  seen  ?   Has  not  a  branch  of  the  illustrious  men 
who  achieved  our  revolution  had  the  bread  taken  out  of 
her  mouth,  and  out  of  the  moulh  of  her  orphan  childreh, 
to  give  it  to  John  Binns  '  And  who  is  John  Binns?  The 
Editor  of  a  Journal,  notorious  lor  his  oppoution  to  Mr. 
Adain%  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and 
as  notorious  fur  lits  sudden  conversion.    Sir,  his  conver- 
non  produced  great  astonishment,  but  the  mystery  was 
■oon  explained— the  dog  had  got  his  sop— «>me  1,500 
or  9  ^000  per  annum.   A  tolmble  lop— yet  this  had  no 


lie  consent  to  descend  from  his  station  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  People,  degenerate  into  a  mere  pobtieal  par- 
tisan, put  on  the  badge  and  livety  of  party,  and  become 
that  thing  which  no  freeman  could  be,  and  atill  b«  frc^ 
another  man's  man— he  should  with  brisk  step  come  t» 
the  ripht  about,  and  in  ore**  rotuudo,  with  all  the  inge- 
nuity he  could  command,attempt  to  justify  himscIT  to  the 
House  fi>r  sustaining  by  his  vote  those  very  resolutions 
wliich  he  had  opposed  in  debate  i  but  retumtn|f  «as 
more  tedious  tlian  to  go  on.  In  a  spirit  of  manly  fnak- 
ness,  above  all  praise,  the  honorable  Chairman  of  ibe 
Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means  had  declared  ibat  this 
investigation  could  not  result  in  convicting  the  Adaiw- 
tration  of  extravagance  or  prodigality  %  and  the  hemn- 
ble  member  from  Virginia,  whom  I  do  not  now  aee  in  hit 
seat — 

[Here  Mr.  ALEXANDER  rose  and  swd,  that  he  was 
requested  to  announce  tliathis  coUewue  [Ur.  lUKMim] 
would  be  necessarily  absent  during  the  day.] 

Mr.  BARNEY  continued,  that  he  had  iMt  deisrncd  u 
say  any  thing  that  would  call  fur  remark  or  reply  fnm 
that  honorable  member.  His  declarations,  made  yester 
day  on  the  floor,  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all  who 
heard  them,  were,  in  substance,  that  this  investi|:atia^ 
if  gone  into,  would  rather  strengthen  than  prejudice  the 
Administration.  Believing  that  the  utmost  purity  pie- 
vails  ill  our  institutions'^  that  they  are  not  only  pure,  bet 
above  su&picion,  I  have  and  shall  continue  to  oppose  dui 
species  of  lepslation. 

While  we.  confine  oonelves,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  the  1^ 
timate  duties  devolved  on  tit,  we  continae  to  be  the  ic- 
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iresentBtivet  of  40,000  freemen  i  out  thut  moment  we 
^descend  to  become  electioneerinff  partisans,  we  re- 
olre  ourselves  into  unita,  one  in  the  great  man  of  our 
ountrymen,  posaetsed  of  equal  rights,  and  equally  «om^ 
teteni  with  ourselves  to  judge  and  decide  on  the  impor- 
ant  question,  who  shall  become  our  next  Chief  Magis- 
rate.  I  have  rcaolved  to  Steer  clear  of  all  party  strife, 
lut  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sentiments.  I  believe  the 
iresent  to  be  an  honest  Administration,  ably  administer- 
id.  In  Mr.  Adams  I  behold  a  plain  unpretending  repub- 
ican,  who  has  enjoyed*  in  an  eminent  degree,  Uie  confi- 
lence  of  all  his  illustrious  predecessors ;  incessantly  de- 
roting  the  energies  of  his  vigorous  intellect  to  the  ad- 
.'ancement  of  the  best  interests  of  liis  country  ;  while  the 
listinguisbed  services  of  Gen.  Jackson  have  encircled  his 
>row  with  a  wreath  of  never-fading  gloiy,  and  embalmed 
lim  in  the  afTections  of  a  lai^e  portion  of  his  countrymen. 
It  remains  with  the  only  sovereigns,  the  People,  to  de- 
cide between  their  respective  claims.  It  ia  not  for  me» 
nor  for  ut,  to  interfere.  We,  too,  are  public  servants, 
and  liave  other  important  duties  assigned  to  us.  My 
maxim  ever  has  been,  and  shall  be — may  the  Adminialra- 
tion  of  my  country  be  always  right,  and  while  right  may 
it  be  supported. 

I  am  pleased,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  relate  to  our  compensation  ia  omitted  in  the  mo- 
difications of  them.  U  <iin  told  it  is  not^  and  I  am  sorry 
for  it.]  It  is  immaterial  how  long  the  discussion  may  be 
protracted,  it  will  all  end  in  smoke.  We  may  continue 
six  weeks  longer  in  a  vapor  hath,  but  the  per  tlieni  will 
remain  undiminished.  « 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky— I  do  not  al- 
lude to  the  mover  of  those  propositions,  for  the  concilia- 
tory tone  of  that  gentleman's  concluding  remarks  leaves 
nothing  existing  between  us  except  good  will,  but  to  the 
second  gentleman  from  Kentucky— who  responded  to 
me,  and  rode  my  old  horse  rather  roughly  :  this  was  per- 
fectly fair,  and  had  he  not  alluded  to  my  constituents,  1 
should  not  complain.     They,  sir,  are  so  far  removed 
above  his  censure,  that  they  cannot  be  elevated  by  any 
encomiums  of  mine.  I  cannot  retort  upon  his  constituents 
any  unkind  allusion  {  an  intimate  assmuation  with  them 
forms  <H)e  of  the  most  pleasing  recollections  of  my  early 
life,  and  my  district  of  country  feel  so  strongly  the  identi- 
ty of  interest  which  binds  the  Atlantic  border  to  the 
Weilem  world,  that  they  are  now  vigorously  employed 
in  faciUtating  the  means  of  intercourse  which  arc  more 
firmly  to  unite  them  as  one  common  family.     I  will 
Hot  retaliate,  lest  I  should  cause  the  crimaon  blush 
of  shame  to  mralle  in  the  cheeks  of  those  I  represent, 
shoold  I,  by  any  similar  coarseness  of  hmgua^,  expose 
myself  to  your  rebuke  when  interposing  tlie  authority  of 
the  Chair  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  House  over  which 
you  preside.  Sir,  in  a  manner  calculated  not  only  to 
command  the  respect,  hut  to  win  the  esteem  of  all  its 
members.    And  although  the  gentlem«n  has  drawn  the 
sword,  I  do  not  throw  away  the  scabbard.    I  wilt  not  be 
forced,  in  an  utgvy  discussion,  to  retort  harshness  of  invec- 
tive  inconsistent  with  seltrespect 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  slated  tliat  there 
are  twenty  supernumeraries,  graduates  at  West  Point  now 
at  their  homes,  unemployed.  It  is  true,  Ssr.  I'hose  young 
men,  in  four  years  devoted  to  study,  are  permitted  but 
once  to  visit  tlieir  femilies.  After  obtaining  their  de- 
grees they  ^eiMEoUy  receive  a  furlough  of  two  or  tliree 
months,  whidi  enables  them  to  renew  that  intercourse, 
and  rekindle  that  glow  of  affection  to  tlieir  parents  and 
friends,  which  too  long  a  separation  might  entirely  alien- 
ate. Win  any  father  say  that  this  is  extravagant  indul- 
{feiice  }  It  i.',  however,  probable,  (hat  at  this  present 
moment,  there  are  not  vacanciea  in  Uie  army  to  offer  them 
immediate  employment,  but  in  a  very  short  time  they  be- 
come meti^  in  tlie  Begister,  and  cease  to  be  supernu- 


meraries. Having  seen  and  known  at  West  Point  th« 
destitute  orphan  son  of  a  widowed  mother,  who  wa* 
there  educated,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professor^  I  mention  the  &ct,  to  convince  my  friead 
from  Tennessee  that  its  bei)pfits  a^e  not  monopolized  by 
the  children  of  the  affluent  and  influential. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Viiyinia  expressed  great  repug' 
nance  at  the  idea  of  a  son  df  his  receiving  an  education  at 
West  Point.  He  would  rather  he  should  make  his  mark, 
and  not  be  able  to  read  or  write.  Sir,  were  this  a 
Charity  School,  so  would  every  man  who  had  the 
means  to  educate  his  children  out  of  his  own  purse. 
Do  not  those  young  men  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude 
due  to  the  nation  ?  A  well  organized  army,  well  Con- 
structed fortifications,  are  necessary  to  its  defence.  TUc 
elements  of  mitiury  science  imparted  to  them  become 
the  property  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into  active 
requiution,  in  the  construction  of  its  fonresses  and  re«st> 
ance  to  its  enemies ;  and  even  should  they  return  to  the 
paths  of  civil  life,  in  imparting  their  science  to  the  militia, 
our  nation's  best  bulwark,  they  thus  contribute  more  es- 
sentially to  its  advantage  than  while  in  the  tented  field. 
I  have  never  ranked,  Mr.  Speaker,  among  the  radicals. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  desiring  to 
be  found  amon^  those  liberal  poliiiciaiu  disposed  to 
cherish  the  existing  institutions  of  our  country,  and  by 
ample  appropriations,  commensurate  with  lier  resources, 
advance  internal  improvements,  cherish  your  Army,  your 
Navy,  increase  your  national  defences  of  every  description 
and  thus  sccelerate  the  speed  of  the  Republic  in  her 
march  to  the  high  destinies  which  await  her,  and  il&hicU 
can  only  be  arrested  by  a  system  of  injiKlicious  and  waste- 
ful parsimony. 

Mr.  DAKIEL  said,  that  he  again  ft:lt  himself  called 
upon  by  the  allusion  of  the  gentleman  from  Haryland,  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  explanation.   I  certainly  had  ho 
intention  to  wouml  the  feelings  of  him,  or  of  his  con- 
stituents. I itod  supposed,  from  the  many  encomiums  he 
passed  upon  his  horse,  and  the  accounts  he  gave  us  of 
tlie  intelligence  of  that  animal,  that  I  had  rather  paid  a 
compliment  to  his  constituent^  and  to  the  gentleman  him-  . 
self,  than  otherwise,  seeing  that  the  animal  could  be  sent 
upon  his  rounds  without  bu  rider,  on  an  electioneering 
expedition,  to  teaoh  to  the  gentleman*^  constituents  tlie 
politics  of  the  day.    [Mr.  Bawikt  here  shcxtk  his  hea<t.] 
The  gentleman  says  I  am  mistaken.    It  is  possible  I 
was,  but  1  so  Understood  him,  and  in  consequence  of  this, 
it  was,  that  1  supposed  the  gentleman's  horse  more  in- 
telligent than  his  constituents.     I  reciprocate  the  warm 
feelings  of  the  gentleman,  for  the  State  1  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  1  shall  be  villing  at  all  times  to  unite 
with  him  in  every  endeavor  towards  connecting  (he  West- 
ern States  of  tliis  Union  with  the  Stateof  Maryland.  For, 
I  believe  that  it  is  by  commercial  intercoui«e  that  the 
opinions  of  men  are  more  or  lees  formed,  and  when  ilut 
connexion  shall  take  place,  I  have  a  great  hope  of  the 
conversion  of  that  gentleman  to  the  true  jirinciples  of 
Republicanism,  (which  I-dsre  say  he  considers  himself 
as  holding  at  this  time.]   I'he  opposers  of  the  resolution 
telt  us  that  nothing  can  be  done,  and  one  gentleman  has 
said,  that  all  reference  to  the  per  diem  allowance  is  left 
out  of  it,  as  now  modified.  I  have  not  so  understood  it— 
I  thought  that  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
make  mquiry  into  all  species  of  retrenchment  which  can 
be  effected,  without  injury  to  the  public  interest  All 
resolutions  of  this  description,  whenever  they  are  intro- 
duced, produce  much'good.   They  awaken  all  concern-  - 
ed  to  diligence  and  inquiry  t  abuses  ore  searched  out^ 
and  the  cause  of  economy  promoted.    Tct,  it  has  ap- 
peared strange  to  me,  tliat  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  while 
urging  every  argument  they  can  tliink  of  against  the  re- 
solution, tell  us,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  are  strongly 
in  ftvor  (tfit.   They  declare  thftt  they  are  rery  much  in 
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ftiTtir  of^f arclitngr  out  abuses,  though  tliere  arc  no  abuses 
it!  the  Government  to  search  out,  and  though  thev  are 
certain  it  will  end  tn  nothing^,  yet  that  they  support  it, 
and  will  vote  for  it.    This  coarse  or  arg-timent  appears 
to  me  strange.    That  abuses  do  exitit,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  {  if  they  do  not,  why  do  gentlemen  oppose 
inqa'tfy  ^   Can  any  injury  result  from  it  *   If  the  Ad- 
ministration be  indeed  as  purft  as  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  imagiue,  it  ought  to  be  their  bosst  and  pride  that  the 
seiwch  should  be  made,  let  it  result  as  it  wiH.  Tiiey 
call  upon  us  to  point  out  the  abuses.  Many  have  already 
been  pointed  out.    Dut,  is  this  the  time  to  call  out  for  a 
detail  of  the  abtises,  when  we  are  just  appointing  a  oom< 
^ittee  to  inquire  if  any  abuses  exist }  Tliev  make  a  ques. 
lion,  and  answer  it  themselves.    They  tell  us  all  is  well. 
Every  thing  is  as  it  should  be.    Well,  Sir,  if  so,  let  the 
inquiry  go  on.    I,et  us  see  if  the  Administration  is  as 
pure  as  ihey  would  have  us  believe.    1  acknowledge  that 
1  am  incompetent  to  point  out  the  various  abuses  that 
may  exist  in  a  Government  so  complicated  as  ours.  It  is 
only  from  newspaper  rumor  th9t  I  derive  my  knowledge 
of  it.    And,  if  I  am  to  believe  what  1  see  there,  then  I 
can  have  no  doubt  that  there  ought  to  be  sn  inquiry.  I 
(ibuld  name  some  offices  which  have  been  created  unrl^r 
this  Administration.    Tiie  Pnnnma  Mission  hns  cost  us 
somewhere  about  80  or  jlOO.OOO.    Has  it  resulted  in 
any  great  benerit  '  A  Minister  was  sent  to  England,  who 
was  perfectly  superannuated,  and  wholly  unuble  to  pe  r- 
ftirm  any  duty,  and  it  was  through  tiiis  that  we  lust  the 
IrVea^In'dia  (fade,  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  was  a  great 
Joss.  There  was  another  great  abuse  of  power.  T'his-man 
was  known,  at  the  time,  to  be  inoompelenf,  and  his 
mission  cost  us  30  or  J40,000.    We  have  had  another 
Minister  sent  out  since,  who  has  returned  without  much 
benefit.  There  have  been  other  abuses.  Men  have  been 
paid  fur  taking  out  despatches  tu  our  Ministers  who  went 
out  in  the  verj'  ship  with  the  Ministers  themselves.  I 
should  certainly  have  thought,  t1iat  the  Ministers  might 
have  so  far  condescended,  ati  to  tske  charffe  of  these 
documents  themselves.     Another  instance  of  abuse  is 
to  be  found  in  the  outfits  of  our  Foreign  Ministers. 
$9,000  per  annum  as  salary,  I  should  think  w.is  an  ample 
pi-uvision,  without  f9,00U  outfit,  especially  when  we  fur 
nisU  a  vessel,  and  bear  all  the  expenses  of  their  transpor 
tation  to  ttie  spot.    This  in  my  fipinion,  is  an  item  which 
calb  for  retrenchment,,  andi  under  the  resohitiori,  it  can 
be  reached.   But,  we  not  only  give  our  Ministei-s  outfits 
when  Uiey  go  out,  but  we  must  give  them  homefits  when 
they  «ome  home.    Was  not  this  the  case  with  yoiii.g  Mr. 
King      lie  bad  an  oulfU  of  $4,509,  and  yet  his  homefit 
was  paid  him  within  sixty  days.    Is  there  any  ei^ample 
of  this  under  other  Administrations  '    Sir,  it  is'enormotts. 
It  may  appear  a  little  sum,  but  it  is  very  much  if  rightly 
considered^  The  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in 
the  Govemmenl  at  home,  has  bten  made  tlie  subject  of 
«qual  abuses.     In  the  Quartermaster's  Dcpartinent  of 
tile  Army,  the  disbursement  of  !f300,000,  isattended  with 
an  expense  of  50  or  ?60,000.    Is  there  any  one  who  can- 
not see-that  this  is  an  abuse  '  And  who  is  responsible  for 
these  things  i   Who  commands  the  vessel  ^    Who  steers 
it  ?    Sir,  tiie  President  of  the  United  States  is  responsi- 
ble.   Ccntlemen  need  not  imagine  that  we  are  responsi- 
ble, because  we  happen  to  have  a  majority  in  this  House, 
and  in  the  Senate.    The  Presiden'  is  responsible  for  the 
whole,    1  care  not  whether  these  offices  were  in  exist- 
ence before  the  present  Administiytion  came  into  power, 
or  not.    The  President  ought  to  examine  into  them,  and 
■if  any  of  them  can  be  dispensed  with,  he  ought.to  liave 
pointed  them  out  particularly  in  his  message  to  Congress, 
lie  has  the  entire  control  over  these  oflicerv,  and  may  dis- 
miss, any,  or  all  of  them,  at  his  will  or  pleasure.  He 
had  it  in  his  power  to  work  u  gi'eat  reform.  Did  he  point 
out  any  particular  Abuse  ?         he  designate  any  one  of- 


fice that  could  be  dispensed  with  ?  No  Sir.  On  that 
subject  he  was  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Still,  we  an;  inid 
that  the  President  has  recommended  to  us  ernnomy.  Vt* 
Sir,  but  not  in  a  way  which  renders  it  tangible.  The  rf- 
commcndatinn  is  for  the  mere  purpose  of  sliow — ihit  it 
may  go  abroad  among  the  People,  and  benefit  him  and 
liifl  cause.  Sir,  I  am  clear  of* one  thing.  If  this  resolu- 
tion sliall  be  adopted,  whether  Congress  dn,  tir  not,  the 
People  will  wurk  a  reform.  The  nation  wiH  compel  lier 
Keprcsenlatives  todo  it.  I,fi)rune,  will  support  t1iiseau>e 
so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor.  I  believe  that  ids- 
ny  of  the  offices  tinder  this  Government,  are  meic  snc- 
curcs,  of  no  manner  of  good  to  tlie  public,  and  tiiat  tbev 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  HeDUPFIE  said,  that  he  rose  lor  the  purpose  of 
rentoving  an  impressioM  which  the  gentleman  Iron  Mi:v> 
land  seemed  to  have  received  from  the  remarks  Ibe 
made  when  last  up,  and  he  did  so,  not  because  he  thought 
that  his  views  wanted  any  lailher  explanation,  but  to  pre- 
vent them  (rom  beiiig  misunderstood  and  misrepresented. 
The  gentleman  assumes  what  he  isnot  entitled  to  assume. 
He  infers,  from  what,  I  said,  ttiat  I  meant  to  declare  Wax 
no  investig;ition  could  result  in  any  thing  disparaging  !> 
the  present  Administration.  Sir,  1  said  no  such  tnin^, 
nor  had  my  obser\'ntion  any  such  bearing.  On  the  con- 
trarj',  I  have  expressly  avt)ided  cither  to  inculpate  or  to 
exculpate  the  Administi-aiion.  It  was  then  my  purpose, 
and  it  is  now  to  avoid  saying  any  thing  which  may  have 
a  bearing  on  the  Administration,  in  one  way  or  the  other, 
except  what  refers  to  the  subject  immediately  before  us. 
I  did  say,  that  the  inquiry  proposed  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  would  result  in  notlimg  ttib 
Session.  Whether  there  are  abuses  or  not — whether  ifjr 
Ministers  abroad  have  been  sent  out  too  often,  and  chang- 
ed  without  sufficient  reason,  are  questions  not  inrolv^ 
in  the  resolution.  The  question  before  uaisnot^wh^t 
the  Government  has  done — that  is  past  and  over — but 
this  is  a  practical  resolution,  which  has  reference  wholly 
to  future  reforms.  Whether  the  Panama  Mission  wm 
wise  and  expedient,  or  not,  is  not  now  befi^re  us — that 
Mission  is  at  an  end — it  is  a  matter  of  history' — why,  then, 
bring  it  up  here,  and  at  th's  lime  ?  Wliat  I  said  yesJer- 
day,  referred  to  the  practical  proposition  before  llie 
House.  As  .such  I  saia,  and  I  still  say,  tliat  it  will  en  )  in 
nothing.  As  bearing  on  the  Administration,  it  has  no 
business  here.  In  that  character  1  disclaim  it  entirely. 
So  much  by  way  of  explanation.  I  will  now  submit 
a  proposition  of  amendment.  1  move  to  amend 
the  resolution,  as  modified,  by  striking  out  the  folknr. 
ing  : 

"And  also,  whf-ther  any,  and  if  any,  what  measun-s 
may  be  arlopted  for  the  more  elfectud  application  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  the  payment  of  the  Public  Debt," 

When  the  original  resolution  was  first  introduceJ  into 
the  House.  I  resisted  it.  I  am  equally  opposed  to  any 
thing  else  being  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  does  not  exclusively  belong  to  their  du*y. 
If  there  is  any  thing  which  reflects  on  that  Committee:,  as 
not  Iiaving  performed  its  duty,  it  is  the  not  attemlliig  to 
a  rapid  discharge  of  the  public  debt.  So  much,  there- 
fore, of  this  resolution,  as  refers  to  the  public  debt,  and 
to  the  mode  of  its  discharge,  will,  I  hope,  be  stricken 
out  of  it.  Tliat  subject  is  before  the  Committee  ofWai^a 
and  Means.  The  existing  laws  give  full  efficacy  to  all  the 
means  which  the  country  possesses  of  discharf^ng  that 
debt  No  resolution  will  either  hasten  or  retard  its  pay- 
ment. Whatever  the  surphis  in  the  Treasury  may 
it  goes,  by  law,  to  that  objects 

Mr.  IIARNEY  said  the  gentleman  certunty  di-1  adnA 
that  no  salaries  had  been  increased  under  this  Adminifctnt- 
tion  except  that  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  no  addi- 
tional offices  created,  save  a  few  Clerks  in  the  Depatt- 
menti.   Consequently,  that  they  (the  AdminBtrauoo) 
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could  Dot  be  beld  responrible  for  any  alleged  eztrava< 
gance»  or  wnnecessary  incpease  of  offices. 

Mr.  CHILTON  now  «ignifie(l  his  acceptance  of  Mr. 
McUu^fie's  amenUmeiit,  aa  a  naodiBcation  of  liis  resolu- 
tioii . 

Mr.  CLARKf  of  Kentucky,  said,  lliat,  on  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  (lie  original  resoIiitioDf  it  had  not  been  liia  intention 
to'trouble  the  House  with  any  remarlta  in  relation  to  it} 
and  his  disinclination  to  do  so  hail  been  much  increased 
by  the  very  frank,  candid,  and  honorable  maniiei-  in 
which  the  subject  had  ^ince  been  treated  by  the  Cbair- 
man  of  the  Committee  uf  Waj's  and  Means.  I  return  my 
thanks,  said  .Ur.  C.  to  that  gentleman  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  lias  expressed  himself.  He  has  said  nolhtitg, 
witli  the  exception  of  a  single  paragiapb,  that  does  nut 
meet  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  should  not  now  have 
ofTered  to  the  (louse  a  single  remark,  but  for  the  language 
which  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  friendly  to  the  resolu- 
tion— Unguage  in  whicli  they  have  strongly  denounced 
the  present  Administration,  before  any  investigation  has 
taken  place.  It  is  the  office  of  reason,  as  it  is  that  of 
Justice,  humanity,  and  Christian  dti^rity,  always  to  hear 
tlie  testimony  before  judgment  is  pronounced.  1  ask 
gentlemen  whether  there  is  any  tiling  like  testimony  to 
justify  the  severe  remarks  tht;y  have  made  on  what  they 
have  affirmed  to  be  thi;  profligate  cxpenditmes  of  this 
Government.  1  know  very  wclltliat  there  is  a  greut  deal 
on  this  subject  in  the  newsi)aper3,  and  that,  during  the 
last  canvass  for  President,  it  was  in  soma  parts  of  the 
country,  (and  in  saying  this  I  do  not  refer  to  any  indivi- 
dual on  the  floor)  made  an  instrument  by  which  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  greatly  excited.  I  am  now  glad  to  see  a 
prospect  of  that  excitement  being  allayed  by  means  of 
the  resolution  introduced,  by  my  friend  from  Kentucliy.  I 
I>referred  the  original  form  of  the  resolution,  liowever, 
since  I  think  Uiat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  is 
the  proper  organ  through  whom  this  inquiry  should  be 
Rtaile.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  at  the  last  session,  tl>e 
St  crttarj-  of  the  Treasury  earnestly  recommended  the  ex- 
change of  the  sixteen  millioits  of  the  prcaenl  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  tlie  United  Slates  for  other  stock,  of  a  later  date 
of  payment,  at  five  per  cciiu  !  y  A  hich  operation,  had  it 
b«cn  adopted,  there  would  havu  b^'ca  eflected  a  clear  an- 
nual saving  of  260,000  duHiirs,  and  I  consider  it  well  wor- 
thy of  consideration  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  whether  such  an  exchat:ge  cannot  still  be  eflecied. 
I  preferred  the  first  resolution,  because  it  referred  the  in- 

Jiulry  to  a  Committee  which  may  justly  be  entitled  the 
trst  in  this  House,  and  of  which  I  am  free  to  say,  that,  in 
its  wisdom,  application,  and  iiilcgrily,  I  entirely  confide. 
1  think  the  subject  ouglit  to  be  referred  to  tliat  commit- 
tee and  to  no  other.  It  is  one  of  llie  peculiar  subjects 
over  which  that  committee  is  called  to  preside,  by  the 
Kules  and  Orders  of  this  House  ;  and  although  I  should  be 
loth  to  burthen  the  committee  with  unnecessary  labor, 
yet  I  consider  it  of  vital  importance  to  call  forth  in  this  in'- 
quii  y,  the  fust  talents  of  tlie  countrj'.  It  is  an  iiivestig'a- 
(ion,  which,  from  its  o^vn  nature,  cannot  (troperly  btrexe- 
ciited  unless  by  an  individual  intimately  acquainted  with 
all  the  operulionsof  the  Departments  of  this  Government, 
'riie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  regular  dis- 
charge of  tlielr  duty,  liave  been  compelled  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  the  routine  of  business  in  the  Depart- 
ments'. They  hnve  the  k>iow  ledge  and  are  familiar  wiili 
it,  and  they  could  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  would  be  recpiired  by  any  other  committee 
of  the  House  ;  and  when  ihey  should  present  a  report,  it 
would  have  tiir  more  of  the  conlideiice  of  this  House,  thun 
if  proceeding  li-om  any  other  quarter. 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Daniu]  supposed  that, 
(hough  the  friends  bt  the  Adminibtratiun  in  lliis  Huuwe, 
have  openly  avowed  themselves  to  be  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lu'ioii,  yet  that  they  have  a  secret  lioslilHy  to  it,  and  that 


that  boBtility  has  been  developed  invarioua^Rpesduriili; 
the  present  discussion.  Ifsuch  be  the  fact  in  respect  to 
any  other  friends  of  the  Administration,'],  for  one,  utter- 
ly disclaim  it.  The  gentleman  who  first  proposed  the  in* 
quiry  cannot  be  more  anxious  for  it  than  I  am.  I  recol- 
lect no  remark  made  b^  any  friend  of  the  Adminittntion 
manifesting  any  thing  like  unwillingness  that  this  invest!* 
gfttion  should  proceed.  If  a  single  remark  of  this  Und  has 
been  nMide,  it  has  escaped  my  observation.  Gentlemen 
have  indeed  rebutted  soms  of  the  round  charges  made, 
without  proof,  against  the  officers  of  the  Government,  but 
they  have  at  the  sume  lime  challenged,  instead  of  depre- 
caiing  inquiry.  I  have  nu  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  made  these  charges  about  extmraganec^  do  them- 
selves believe  what  they  have  here  asserted  t  but  the  as- 
sertion has  certaiidy  been  made  without  a  particle  oi 
proof,  so  fur  as  this  House  ia  concerned.  I  do  believe 
them  to  be  entirely  sincere,  and  it  ii  for  that  very  reason 
that  I  am  desirous  the  investigation  should  take  place.  If 
there  are  abuses,  let  tUcm  be  exposed-  I.t  is  our  solemn 
duly  to  expose  every  debulter  and  every  individual  who 
improperly  <ippliestlie  money  in  the  Treasury.  1  would 
disclaim  the  cause  of  any  Administration  who  applied  the 
revenues  of  their  country  to  their  own  private  interest,  or 
personal  aggrandizement.  I  don't  believe  the  charge  ; 
we  have  no  proofs  before  us  ;  and  years  of  faithful  pub- 
lic service,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary, 
forbid  me  to  believe  it.  In  the  keen  acrimony  of  party 
strife,  had  any  such  facta  existed,  proof  would,  ere  litis, 
Itave  been  exhibited  in  abundance  No  proof  baa  been 
adduced— the  charges  consist  in  round  assertions.  But, 
I  have  never  yet  seen,  on  the  records  of  this  House,  any 
thing  that  could  warrant  a  belief  that  those  assertions  are 
true.  Sir,  1  have  regretted  to  witness  the  character  of 
this  debate.  Surely  this  is  a  question  which  does  not 
characterize  p;irty  in  this  House.  Surely  we  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  ih;tt  deyree  of  mutual  ill-will, and  that  dis- 
regard  of  all  public  justice,  which,  w  hen  abuses  a.re  (o  be 
invest ig:ited,  arrays  the  members  of  this  House  in  com- 
pact and  opposite  i-Jidta,  tor  and  against  any  Administra- 
tion, or  for  and  against  any  Presidential  candidate.  Such 
a  state  of  things  w  ere  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  House. 
Surely  it  becomes  us  all  to  do  strict  justice  to  him  who 
administers  the  concerns  of  the  country,  be  that  indivi< 
dual  whom  he  may.  if,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  important  to 
the  welfai-e  of  tliis  People  that  their  Ilepresentatives  shall 
diaj  fortli  into  public  view  th;it  man  who  violates  their 
trust,  and  expose  him  to  the  infamy  which  he  deserves, 
it  is  equally  itnpoitant,  on  the  other,  that  they  siiuid<l 
measure  out  to  him  who  has  discharged  that  liifst  with 
laborious  fidelity,  a  just  reward. 

I  felt  a  good  deal  of  regret  while  I  listened  to  aom^c  of 
the  remarks  of  an  htniomble  member  from  Tennessee. 
■Mr.  Mitchell.]  1  know' the  good  8i,-nae,  the  upiiglitin- 
tcnlioiis,  anil  tlie  characlenslic  openiiessatid  candor,  j^hicli 
belong  to  that  gciillenKin  ;  and  1  did  think  that  his  candor 
:uid  good  sense  niigl.t  h.ive  s  iggeated  to  liim,  that,  if 
there  he  any  niismaii;igen!cnt  in  tlie  Mditsry  Academy  at 
West  Point,  it  is  not  chargeable  upon  this  Ailmiiiistra- 
tion,  because  that  institution  is  nut  a  chikl  of  theirs,  and 
bt-cauiu  the  recommendation  of  the  candidates  Ibr  admis- 
sion, is  a  malter  in  wliich  they  have  no  sort  of  concern. 

[Mr.  Ml  TCIIKI.L  now  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  yield  him  the  floor  for  a  moment,  that  he 
miglit  explain,  and  Mr.  Clark  having  done  so, 

Mr.  MITCHELL  siud,  that  he  could  assure  the  gejille- 
man,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that,  when  he  made 
those  remarks  to  which  tlie  gentleman  alluded,  so  br 
from  intemliiig  to  bring  any  cliarge  against  the  Adminis- 
tration, the  Administration  wamot  even  in  bis  rccotleo. 
lion,  lie  was  pei-fectly  aware  that  the  present  Adminis- 
ti-ation  did  not  create  the  Academy  al  West  Point,  and 
they  had  ituihtng  to  do  with  the  question  as  to  ihe  policy 
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or  imporiqr  of  such  an  inititution.  He  never  ahould  ad- 
vance  anjr  thing  a^^nst  the  present  Admintstralion,  or 
any  oAer,'  without  evidence  to  support  it.  It  did  not  be- 
long to  liis  character  to  accuse  any  one  wrongfully,  or  to 
cherish  personal  ill-will  against  any  man  or  set  tn  meo. 
He  -made  this  explanation  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky with  great  pleasure*  because  be  really  believed  him 
to  be  a  clever  man.  For  himteir,  he  dia  not  care  with 
whom  abuses  had  originated  t  if  the  Government  ind  the 
country  were  ruined,  it  would  make  no  difTerence  in  the 
result  to  determine  by  what  Administration  tt  had  been 
effected.  He  was  not  desirous  of  convicting  any  one, 
but  only  sought  to  remedy  abuse,  if  it  did  euat.1 

Mr.  CLARK  resumed.  I  stand  corrected.  I  did  not 
Toluntarily  misunderstand  the  gentlenuui,  but  tlie  courae 
of  his  remarks  induced  the  belief  that  such  had  been  his  in- 
tention. The  gentleman,  however,  must  allow  him  to 
make  a  single  remark  on  the  manner  in  which  Cadets 
were  Introduced  into  the  Mihtary  Academy.  He  seem- 
ed to  suppose  that  the  existence  of  that  institution  fumish- 
ed|  in  itaetf,  an  evident  proof  of  the  correctness  of  hia  re- 
marks that,  ever  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jeffenon,  the  itate 
of  the  country  and  of  the  Government  had  been  growing 
worse-  He  spoke  of  the  days  of  Mr.  Jeffenron  as  emphati- 
cally the  days  of  our  prosperity,  but  the  gentleman  sure- 
ly krew  that  the  Military  Academy  was  org.iuized  during 
those  very  daya.  Where  the  gentleman  said  that  its  be- 
neiits  were  confined  exclunrely  to  tlie  sons  of  the  rich 
and  of  the  *'wcll  bom,"  I  do  nut  know  that  I  perfectly 
understood  him.  r  had  always  supposed  that  all  were 
well-bom,  who  came  of  honest  parentage.  We  have  in 
this  country  no  privileged  orders.  But  the  gentleman 
says,  that  none  arc  admitted  into  that  School,  but  the  aons 
of  the  "well-bom  and  of  the  wealthy."  In  this  opinion, 
the  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken.  Unless  f  am  great- 
ly muiinromcd,  (and  I  have  my  infiHinatioit  through  a 
very  direct  and  miUtable  channel)  nine-tenths  of  those 
who  have  been  Admitted,  and  are  now  there,  are  not  the 
aons  of  wealthy  parents.  1  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
"well-bom:"  for,  not  only  are  they  the  aons  of  honest  pa- 
rents,  but  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  the  aons  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  Hevolution  and  in  tlie  last 
war.  If  these  are  not  fit  aiibjecU  to  receive  the  benefits 
of  that  inatU'ution,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  concave  who  ought 
to  be  so  connidered.  Their  parenta  were  indeed  poor, 
but  tliey  were  honest  and  patriotic,  and  th^  died  their 
best  blood  for  ttiat  Ubeily,  and  all  those  political  bleasings 
which  the  gentleman  from  Teimesee  now  enjoys,  and 
which  I  hope  he  may  long  continue  to  enjoy.  In  tlie 
cltargc  he  made,he  was  certainly  mistaken,  and,if  he  will 
take  the  trouble  to  inqiiire,he  will  be  satisfit-d  of  the  fact. 

In  the  specification  of  items  of  profuse  Public  Expen- 
diture stated  to  the  House  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
tMr.  DaxiBL]  there  was  one  which  I  certainly  did  not  ex- 
pect him  to  make.  He  tells  us  that  great  abuses  have 
taken  place  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  Funds  to  our 
diplomatic  corps  abroail.  If  that  gentleman  will  examine 
the  laws  which  rcfriibte  our  Foreign  intercourse,  he  will 
find  that  not  a  didlar  can  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  but 
by  the  force  of  law.  'I1ie  rates  of  the  compensation  of 
ttie  different  individuals  are  all  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the 
liind.  Il'he  BiippoBcs  that  money  can  be  paid  out  at  the 
mere  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Prewdent,  and  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stale,  he  is  under  a  gieat  mistake  indeed.  The 
law  of  1802  fixed  tlie  salaries  of  all  of  our  Hinisters  t  and 
they  ai-e  as  permanent,  and  as  uniform,  and  as  much  be- 
j-ond  the  reach  of  Executive  control,  as  yours,  nr.  How 
then,  can  there  be  any  abuse  t  You  may  call  on  the  Prori- 
deiit  whenever  you  please,  and  he  is  bound  to  lay  before 
you  a  full  account  of  all  that  he  has  done  on  this  subject. 
Uidyou  not  call  upon  him  last  session  *  Andat  the  session 
before  last  i  Did  he  not  resi)ond  to  your  call  ^  And  did 
you  pronounce  that  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  ac. 


count  which  he  rendered  }  If  there  was,  X  am  igwuant  of 
it  Hy  colleague  thinks  that  the  public  money  was  great- 
ly stjuandered  in  the  appointment  of  Rufiis  Kin^  to  be  oar 
Minister  to  London,  and  insists  that  bia  ntiasion  was  pn- 
duciive  of  no  public  benefit.  What  was  tlie  fact,  sir  > 
Hr.  King  was  appointed  Minister  to  that  Court,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate — he  proceeded  on 
mission,  and  was  taken  sick  in  consequence — he  re  tam- 
ed home,  and  soon  after,  died-  Sir,  if  the  Prendent  b  to 
be  held  anawerable  for  the  life  and  health  of  every  Miiris- 
ter  he  sends  abroad,  I  should  be  very  unwilling^  to  fill  ba 
office.  As  to  the  propriety  of  the  appointment,  it  ii 
not  for  me  to  give  an  opinion.  There  certainly  cmU 
be  nothifur  wrong  in  it,  because  it  was  aubnutted  to  the 
decision  of  tbe  Senate  and  approved  of  by  them.  My  col- 
league said,  too,  thitf,  although  we  luve  had  another 
Minister  since,  at  the  same  Court,  yet  nothing  has  bees 
effected.  Sir,  my  colleague  surely  forgets  taimseK  h 
has  escaped  his  recollection  that  one  treaty  has  been  ef- 
iected,  by  which  f  1,200,000  Itavc  been  allowed  usfar 
slaves  taken  uid  carried  away  duiinv  the  last  wai^  sad 
that,  thereby,  a  very  difficult  ami  embarrasnnff  questioa 
between  the  two  Governments  has  been  quieted  to  Ac 
satisfaction  (rf*  all  parties. 

But,  besides  this,  the  b  Hindary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  Colonies,  so  long  a  subject  of 
cussion  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  also  keen  settled,  and  a  treaty,  definite  that  Iidc, 
is  now  before  the  Senate  fur  its  appn^tiun.  Tbe  pa- 
tleman  forgets  all  these  matters.  '  Sir,  this  is  somethiBf- 
what  mwe  would  gentlemen  have  to  be  done  ?  Lettha 
point  it  out.  But  the  gentleman  says  we  have  loat  tk 
Colonial  Trade  in  the  West  indies,  and  this  has  bee* 
owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Minister  sent  to  Engbad- 
Surely  the  gentleman  has  forgotten  the  recent  atatemeal 
we  have  had  laid  beftm  us,  shewing  that  this  trade  a  man 
prosperous  now  than  it  ever  was  .beftav.  Sir,  tbe  ma- 
cliants  themselvM— -persons  eer^nly  best  c^eofadedto 
judge,  and  the  most  deeply  interested  in  the  matter,  «> 
far  from  complaining  of  what  has  been  done,  are  daih 
reaping  the  bencfi's  which  have  fiowed  from  it.  Gentle- 
men should  ascerlkiii  the  truth,  and  know  tbe  real  stale 
of  facts,  before  they  make  charges  such  as  have  bees  ad- 
duced hi  the  course  of  this  deme.  I  hsTc  nothing  fia>- 
ther  to  observe,  except  to  repeat  that  I  am  in  fmrar  ofihe 
resolution  for  an  inquiry.  1  should,  it  is  true,  have  pre- 
ferred it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  originally  offoed— 
but  I  shall  vote  for  ihe  modification  wlitcli  the  gentleaia 
has  substituted,  to  whidi,  however,  I  beg  leave  to  pto- 
pose  this  amendment — that,  instead  of  subdividing  the  iiw 
vestigation  amof^the  committeea  enumerated,  tlie  whote 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  ef  Ways  and  Mcaos.  Mr. 
Clahk,  however,  withdrew  thia  amendment  at  die  it- 
quest  of 

Mr.  BLAKB,  wlio  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Cuiltoit,  as  modified  by  tlie  mover : 

**Strike  out  all  after  the  word  resolved,  and  inacftllK 
following  :  ThaA  the  Committee  on  Wa^a  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  any  abuses  whicli  have  been,  or 
may  be  repocted  to  have  been,  committed  by  the  Pmi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  any  oTthe  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments of  this  Government,  in  the  disbursement  ef  tbe 
public  monev ;  and  whether  there  is  any  unnecesasn 
number  of  oflScers  employed  in  any  of  sud  Department^ 
and  whether  any  of  the  said  officers  receive  exorbitant 
salaries  ;  and,  if^ so,  under  what  Administration  the  said 
aalaries  were  created  {  and,  if  any,  what,  retrenchroeM  ia 
the  public  expenditures  can  be  made,  not  incompalSrIe 
with  the  public  interest ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be^ 
and  is  hereby,  vested  with  full  power  to  prosecute  tha 
inquiry  fully,  and  with  despatcli." 

Mr.  HITCHP.LL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  am  opposed  to 
tbe  resolution  toto  eceh.  There  is  not  a  feature  in  it 
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\rbich  I  should  embrace,  if  left  to  my  own  views  of  the 
matter.  It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  enter  into  the 
diacuaaion  again.  The  feeblenesa  <if  my  liealth  would  for. 
bid  it,  if  there  were  no  other  considentiona  to  restrain 
me.  The  House,  I  believe,  will  do  me  the  jtistice  to  ac- 
knowledge ^lat  I  never  yet  bare  intruded  nwaelf  on  their 
attention  a  second  tihie,  upon  the  same  auLjeti.  1  rise 
merely  to  support  llie  allegation  which  I  made,  which,  to 
my  mind,  is  as  irrefragable,  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  is  im- 
movable. I  said  tbatUie  benefits  of  the  Academy  at  West 
Point  are  given  to  aome  of  thewdUbom,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman professes  not  fully  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
that  expreuion,  I  will  treat  him  with  a  dissertation  upon 
it.  None  can  abhor  the  word  more  than  I  do :  for  this  is 
a  Government  where  merit  ought  to  rise,  from  whatever 
station  it  may  proceed.  Hut  the  Government  lias  con- 
verged  t  the  poor  and  humble  are  looked  upon  as  "am- 
aiUe,**  to  uae  an  expression  of  ihe  hon.  gentleman  from 
ViiKinia,  [Mr.  Ruidoijfh]  butUie  man  poise ssed  of  thou- 
sands of  dirty  acres,  (no  matter  how  ne  may  have  got 
them]  is  regarded  as  a  person  of  consequence  and  con- 
sideration! It  ia  the  sons  of  these,  and  such  as  these,  who 
are  called  the  well-born.  But  there  is  a  species  nf  peo- 
ple among  us  whom  tlie  Government  has  fostered,  even 
on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  more  than  they  do  all 
the  knowledge,  talent,  and  virtue,  of  a  sage,  I  acknow- 
ledge that  property  is  a  g^reat  blessing  when  bestowed  by 
the  munificence  of  Heaven  upon  men  of  talents  and  in- 
te^ty,  who'consider  themselves  as  stewards  for  the  be- 
nefit of  society ;  but  there  are  others,  in  wliose  hands 
property  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  curses.  I  hope  that  the 
gentleman,  by  this  time,  has  a  full  view  of  what  I  meant 
by  tlie  term  well-born.  Sir,  t  know  of  no  such  thing  as 
personal  distinction,  under  this  Government.  I  »ee,  in- 
deed, an  attempt  at  it,  but  tliat  attempt  is  odious  to  me, 
ami  to  all  who  think  as  I  do. 

Now,  Sir,  who  are  in  this  West  Point  Academy  }  One 
^ntleman  tells  us  that  there  is  to  be  found  the  son  of  a 
widowed  mother.  Sir,  I  should  be  a^ad  the  gentleman 
would  name  bim.  1  certainly  never  heard  of  such  a  one 
before.  [The  honorable  member  here  named  some  of 
the  youths  who  were  at  the  Academy,  whose  names  and 
parentage  the  reporter  was  not  able  to  catch  with  suffi- 
cient distinctness  to  embody  them  in  thi^  report, 
commenting  upon  them  as  he  went  along.]  Sir,  I 
leel  no  enmity  whatever  towards  those  who  conduct  that 
institution.  God  bless  them — they  are  in  what  they  he 
lieve  to  be  the  course  of  their  duty,  and  it  is  not  with 
them  that  1  6nd  any  fault.  It  is  the  institution  which  I 
hate,  and  I  hate  it  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated.  From 
a  district  a<yoining  that  of  my  colleague,  there  is  a 
young  man  of  wealth  and  splendor — but.  Sir,  this  proud 
soul  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  that  point  of  degrada- 
tion to  which  the  Government  seems  likely  to  bring  us  all, 
before  a  son  of  mine  shall  be  brought  there.  Notwith- 
standing: 1  have  the  same  privilege  witli.  other  members, 
I  should  deem  myself  unworthy  nl  the  confidence  of  the 
hundred  tliousand  souls  who  have  sent  me  here  as  their 
Kepresentalive,  if  I  cnuld  use  that  privilege  in  favor  of 
suiy  son  of  mine.  Sir,  my  colleague  did  me  no  more 
than  justice,  when  he  said  that  I  usually  apeak  with  cau* 
lion  ill  this  House.  Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedly  t  nei- 
ther is  it  my  desire  or  intention  to  nnrt  any  one.  I  am,  it 
ia  true,  the  son  of  a  corrupt  and  fallen  race,  but  my  con- 
science does  not  reproacti  me  witli  ever  designing  to 
apeak  what  is  wrong.  In  what  I  said  of  this  Academy,  I 
spoke  from  data,  as  1  hope  the  gentleman  also  did  whan 
he  told  us  about  the  ton  of  a  widow  who  had  been  re- 
ceived there.  I  know  him  not,  and  1  protest  before 
Heaven  and  this  House,  that  it  ia  my  sincere  belief  that 
no  son  ot  a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been  re- 
ceived there.  But  when  I  speak  of  a  forlorn  and  desti- 
tute widow,  1  do  not  mean  a  woman  who  has  merely  lost 
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her  companion  in  lite  ;  by  that  description  I  understand  a 
woman  depressed  by  poverty,  who  has  a  family  In  main- 
tain, and  who  is  eompelled,  by  necessity,  to  drudge  from 
the  morning  to  the  night,  (.like  the  unwearied  ant)  for  her 
offspring.  She  is  a  forlorn  widow,  and  I  never  yet  heard 
of  the  son  of  such  an  one  being  recommended  and  admit- 
ted to  the  West  Point  Academy. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the -amendment.  When  the  mem- 
ber from  Kentiickv,  [Mr.  Csiltok]  first  introduced  hia 
resolution  into  the' House,  1  saw  nothing  in  it  which  relat- 
ed particularly  to  this  Administration,  or  to  any  oUier. 
In  my  apprehension,  it  had  not  even  a  squinting  towards 
it.  I  thought  that  it  was  sincerely  mean^  and  that  it  was 
such  a  resolution  as  became  the  Representatives  of  an  ho- 
nest People,  and  I  believe  that  its  adoption  would  be  a 
benefit  to  the  nation.  I  did  think,  and  still  do  think,  that 
a  number  of  the  officers  under  this  Government  might  be 
dispensed  with,  although  I  well  know  that  many  must  be 
retained.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CLiat] 
has  given  to  it  a  political  cast  {  he  wishes  us  to  send  to 
these  officers,  that  they  may  declare  whether  they  have 
received  too  much.  They  are  to  tell  us  whether  the 
regalia  of  Government  are  necessary  or  unnecessary.  Sir, 
will  you  come  to  me  to  inquire  whether  I  have  done  any 
thing  worthy  of  punishment  ?  1  rfiould  never  tell  you 
any  thing  which  will  condemn  myself,  nor  would  I  ask 
such  a  tffing  from  another.  Why,  then,  has  there  been 
such  a  waste  of  time  in  repelling  charges  against  the 
Administration  ?  But,  sir,  whenever  persons  attempt  to 
procrastinate  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  it  is  very  natural 
to  suspect  that  they  know  of  something  wrong.  I  do  not 
know  that  such  is  the  fiict  but  I  do  Tcnow  that  Repub- 
lics, like  all  other  Governments,  are  prone  to  run  into 
extravagance  and  profligacy.  When  I  spoke  the  other 
day,  in  support  of  this  resolution,  I  had  no  apprehension 
of  the  buzz  that  would  arise  on  all  sides  of  us.  Sir,  I  was 
brought  up  in  the  State  of  Virpnia,  in  the  dark  and 
eventful  days  of  '98.  I  have  been  a  strict  observer  of 
public  men  and  public  things  ever  since  tliat  time.  I 
know  veiy  well  when  the  Military  Academy  was  es- 
tablished, as  well  as  when  the  other  breaches  have  been 
made  upon  our  liberty.  But  if  any  thing  which  fell  from 
me  was  considered  as  making  war  upon  an  Administration 
which  is  already  borne  down,  I  was  greatly  misunderstood. 
[  have  no  such  purpose.  Where  the  error  hes,  there  jet 
the  investigation  search  it  out.  But,  for  God's  sake,  let 
us  leave  alone  this  political  dispute. 

Mr.  CLARK  now  rejoined.  If  I  had  thought  there 
would  have  been  any  difference  as  to  facts,  between  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  myself  in  relation  to  the 
Military  Academy,  I  should  not  have  referred  to  ihatsub- 
ject  at  all.  The  intelligence  I  received,  I  conwdered  as 
authentic.  It  certainly  was  direct :  tor  I  had  it  from  two 
young  gentlemen  just  come  from  the  Academy.  The 
gentleman  alluded  to  the  Cadets  from  my  district.  The 
practice,  I  believe,  at  present  adopted  by  the  War  De- 
parlment,  is  to  allow  the  member  from  each  district  to 
select  the  Cadets  from  that  district.  I  know  of  but  two 
Cadets  from  my  district.  Ifthegentlemanknowsoffour, 
it  is  more  than  I  do.  Tlte  admission  of  one  of  these  was 
obtained  by  me,  and  he  is  the  son  of  a  poor  widow,  whose 
husband  fell  in  the  service  during  the  last  war.  The 
other  ia  the  son  of  a  man  of  very  high  talents,  but  of  mo- 
derate circumstances.  With  this  selection  I  had  nothing 
to  do.  It  M»as  made  by  the  two  Senators  from  my  State. 
Mr.  ANDERSON,  of  Fennnlvania,  said,  that  he  re- 

Setied  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
im  New  York,  [Mr.  TATLonJhad  been  put  out  of  the 
view  of  the  House,  by  the  modification  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Sir.  Chiitox]  had  been  pleased 
to  make  in  his  resolutions.  He  thought  it  more  intelli- 
gible, and  the  language  less  exceptionable,  than  any  one 
of  the  forms  In  which  the  subject  had  been  presented  to 
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the  Housp,  and  lie  was  veiy  Borry  !t  had  been  pMt  out  of 
view.  His  honim»hle  culleap^ne  [Mr.  Bcphaitas]  liad  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment,  because  it  did  not  embrace 
what  he  conceived  to  be  a  very  important  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolutions,  relating  to  the  extingniahnient  of  ihe 
public  debt.  That  aasome  gentlemen  entertained  doubts 
of  the  expediency  erf  pftyin^  off  the  public  debt,  and  be- 
lieved we  were  discharging  it  too  rapidly,  it  was  all 
important  that  this  paragraph  should  be  retained.  Mr. 
A.  observed  that,  as  the  inquiry  proposed  to  be  made  by 
the  resolutions  appeared  to  be  predicated  npoli  the  sup- 
position that  it  was  expedient  to  dischaif^e  the  public 
debt,  it  might  be  of  importance  to  his  colleague  that  this 
object  should  be  placed  in  the  front  rank.  Bnt,  ss  re- 
glinted  the  simple  abotnict  question  of  the  expedteney  of 
extinguishing  the  pnhli.;  debt,  he  thought  that  a  vote  of 
the  House,  csiablisliiiiK  ihe  fact,  could  be  of  no  import- 
ance at  thiitime.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  gentle- 
man oil  the  floor,  who  seriously  entertained  the  opinion 
that  a  national  debt  was  a  naliuiutl  blessing,  or  that  it 
would  be  unwise  fbr  this,  or  any  other  Govemmeni,  to 
■  liquidate  and  extinguish  their  public  debts  as  speedily  as 
the  means  they  possessed  would  enable  them. 

The  aiippoBfd  prodigality  and  extravHgance  of  the  Go 
vemment  for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  a  rich  theme 
for  declamation  throughout  every  part  of  the  United 
States.    Newspaper  esayibts  had  been  clamorous  on  the 
subject.    And  where,  he  would  ask,  have  we  been  told, 
we  should  find  evidence  of  tliis  prodigal  expenditure  of 
the  public  revenue      In  the  subordinate  offices  of  the 
Treasury  Department  ?    No,  Sir.    Where,  then,  are  we 
told  we  should  find  it  ?    In  the  East  Room.    There,  it 
has  been  boldly  asserted  would  be  found  the  glittering 
and  costly  representatives  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
the  public  money.    There,  Sir,  ve  have  been  inf(>rmed. 
we  should  find  the  most  ineontestible  evidences  of  tiie 
extravagance  and  prodinlity  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion. '  And  what  is  theTact  '   After  being  led  by  curio- 
sity, or  by  the  glaring  light  of  this  ignis  fatuus,  t«  its  pre- 
tended  location,  what  do  we  find?   Nothing,  except  a 
few  chairs,  apparently  of  domestic  manufacture,  and  of 
fittle  Tftlue.   He  wottid  beg  leave  to  ask,  whatshad  gone 
with  an  this^tly  furniture,  if  it  ever  was  there  >  As  that 
constituted  a  very  important  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  which  devolved  upon  them  by 
a  Rule  of  the  House,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  inform 
us.    For  the  purpose,  then,  of  ascertaining  whethersuch 
an  onpropitious  slate  of  things  did  exist,  in  relation  to 
the  management  ofour  financial  concerns  he  was  willing 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  made,  and  that  the  fiict  oftheir 
existence  or  non-existence  should  be  disclosed.    If  a  dis- 
ease so  alarming,  and  so  malignant  in  its  ctiaracter,  exist- 
ed in  the  body  politic,  let  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy 
he  applied,  lest,  by  delay,  the  disease  should  become  in- 
curable.  If  reform  was  necessary,  let  ua  go  to  work 
promptly.    If  retrenchment  in  all  or  any  of  the  Depart- 
ments was  required,  let  the  (act  be  speedily  ascertained, 
and  the  remedy  applied.    If^  on  the  contrary,  it  should 
be  found,  on  inquiry,  that  no  reasonable  ground  of  com- 
plaint existed— that  all  the  subordinate  offices  were  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  despatch  of  the  public  bu- 
siness— that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  were 
not  extravannt— let  the  public  know  it. 

All  his  deliberations  on  the  subject  had  led  to  tlie  con 
elusion,  that,  as  all  those  offices,  about  some  ,of  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  had  been  established  by  legislative 
acts— ^that,  as  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  were 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  doubt,  by  a  due  regani,  as 
well  to  the  public  interest,  aa  to  the  nature  and  impor* 
tance  of  the  services  to  be  rendered — it  would  be  unchari- 
table in  him  to  charge  the  Government  with  extravagance, 
unle«  he  had  better  information,  and  stronger  evidence 
of  the  lact,  than  eoold  be  derived  from  newspifter  essays. 


He  should  not,  he  thought,  be  passing  a  very  h»odaMie 
compliment,  on  the  very  able  and  highly  disUiig»i«htd 
predecessor  of  the  present  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  should  be  be  induced  Is 
make  a  chan^  so  illiberal. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  that  he  did-not  rise  tor  the  pa- 
nose of  entering  into  the  argument.  He  woald  rf- 
fer  a  few  wonls  of  explanation,  and  then  wash  his  han^ 
of  the  refloluiion.  1  am  clearly  convince*  that  myari- 
ginal  motion  has  been  entirely  niisUken  by  a  nvtOmerm 
gentlemen  on  this  fioor.  It  was  not  intended  «'"»«''  *• 
whttewaah  or  to  pulldown  the  Adnnnistiation  of  my  Go- 
vernment, nor  to  advance  the  interest  of  any  great  po- 
litical asp'u^nt,  and  I  can  assure  gentlemen  that  I  nao°ot 
my  eyes  so  particuhirly  fixed  upon  myaelf,  as  to  nrtr^ 
duce  this  inquiry  with  a  v;ew  of  paving  my  way  fora^ 
ture  return  to  this  House.  I  had  underetood  thrt  ^»ea 
did  exist,  and  that  there  wa«  an  extravagant  expenAtm 
of  the  public  money.  And  lest  this  House  and  my  «»- 
stituents  should  suppose  that  I  have  in  the  ftmX  ree«J«> 
from  the  ground  I  took,  I  now  declare  that  my  opimon  is 
still  the  same.  I  still  believe  that  the  People's  money  hsa 
been  expended  for  what «  whoHv  unneccMory.  B«rt  U*e 
the  expression  of  my  opinion  might  possibly  not  cxp<ua 
that  of  the  House,  and  being  warned  by  ™"y*[^ 
friends  tliat  this  resohition  would  be  more  acceptrtteB 
its  form  was  somewhat  changed,  I  was  inthicecl  to 
it  in  the  manner  which  the  House  has  witneajed.  I  hope, 
however,  that  this  will  not  be  considered  as  an  abandia- 
ment  of  the  ground  1  fin>t  occupied.  It  is  not  my 
design  to  engage  in  a  discussion  of  the  menta  of  the  pm- 
position.  As  ftir  as  it  might  have  been  unwise  to  wtto- 
duce  such  a  resolution  at  the  present  moment,  it 
a  subject  of  regret.  But  I  never  can  regret 
take  into  ^-iew  my  aituation.  the  opininna  uf  my  comMv- 
ents,  and  the  present  aituation  of  the  People  of  Kentucky. 
If  I  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  this  Hous^  I  regret  K 
sincerely  j  for  it  has  with  great  truth  been  said,  M 
ismonev,  and  it  is  possible  that  much  time  mghtbave 
been  saved  if  this  discussion  had  not  been  introduced,  i 
am  certainly  indebted  to  the  House  for  the  great  altentiw 
they  bestow  upon  my  resolution,  as  well  as  upon  mt  re- 
marks, whenever  1  have  made  any.  The  principal  ob- 
jection to  the  length  of  the  debate,  is  the  consunptm 
which  it  occasions  of  the  money  of  the  nation.  I  enjoy, 
however,  the  consolation  of  believing  that 
ed  but  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  m  nU.  For  Oat  1 
am  responsible,  and  for  no  more.  , 

Mr.BLAKE,  of  Indiana,  said,  that  he  retomed  Ih 
thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  North  CaroUna.  [Mr.  C^- 
Bosi  for  the  kind  feelings  which  he  had  expressed  tow* 
him.  In  relation,  however,  to  the  great  political  cortcst 
which  now  agitsles  this  nation,  I,  said  Mr- 
on  the  honest  conviction  ofmy  own  mind  %  and  as  tcMts 
to  the  contest  in  this  House,  in  so  bras  I  may  be  coocera- 
ed  in  it,  it  shall  be  conducted  by  me  openly,  hoiMnb^, 
and  generously.    I  confess  it  appeal*  strange  to  me  ttai 

Entlemen  should  take  exception  to  the  amendmwtf  1 
ve  proposed.  Surely,  if  any  amendment  was  ever»- 
troduced  into  this  House,  which  mi^t  be  said  t«  »- 
brace  the  views  of  all,  this  is  such  a  one.  Do  any  gewg- 
men  complain  that  there  is  extravagance  in  the  exp^**- 
ture  of  this  Government  ?  They  will  find  in  the  amenteeV 
an  inquuy  respecting  retrenchment.  Do  they  think  thai 
the  number  of  officers  is  too  great  >  They  will  fiodtfcal 
in  this  amendment,  that  also  has  been  contemphted.  B 
they  suspect  there  has  been  any  improper  conduct  ooAe 
part  of  the  individual  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Gwan- 
ment,  they  will  find  it  proposes  an  inquiry  into  that  Hb> 
jfcct.  Do  they  apprehend  the  existence  of  cMTuptioa  n 
the  heads  of  any  of  the  Departments,  whether  of  State,  ■ 
of  War,  or  of  the  Ti«»*ity,  or  of  the  Navy  ?  They  wtt 
find  that  alt  these  are  embraced  by  it.   What  were  tfes 
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ra  of  the  gvntl«m«n  from  Kentucky,  in  first  introduc-  report  durinfrfhe  present  month.  Tlie  gentleman  eught, 
the  resolution  ?   Were  they  not  directed  to  an  iiiqui-  therefore,  in  common  justice,  to  hare  waited  at  least 

until  the  close  of  the  month,  berore  he  began  to  com* 
plain.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  charge  the  committee 
with  nerlect,  when  the  period  shall  have  elapsed* 
within  woich  they  avowed  tfadr  intention  to  make  a  re- 
port. 

1  will  inform  the  gentleman,  that  the  members  of  that 
committee  luve  faithfully  and  industriously  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  performance  of  their  duty.  Their  labsr  has 
been  almost  incessant.  They  have  for  some  time  been 
oociipied  not  only  durinr  the  whole  day*  but  a  great  part 
of  the  niglit,  in  examining  witnesses.  When  they  mail 
make  a  report  to  this  House,  it  will  he  one  resting  upon 
ftet^  not  upon  vague  and  contradictory  opinions.  It  will 
convince  all,  that  the  House  acted  wisely  in  granting  that 
committee  power  to  send  for  persons.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  firmly  convinced,  that  the  fiuts  which  the  commit- 
tee  have  collected,  instead  f^tetardin^,  will  greatly  ex- 
pedite the  passage  of  a  wise  and  judicious  tariff*.  They 
will  serve  to  conciliate  the  enemies  of  the  system,  by 
furnishing  them  with  convincing  testimony,  that  djumeS' 
tie  manuuctures  really  do  require  additional  protection. 
I  have  no  doubt  such  a  bill  will  be  reported,  as  shall 
unite  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  myself  in  its  support  t 
although,  during  the  present  sesnon,  we  have  stood  in  op- 
poMtion  to  each  other,  npon  almost  every  other  question. 
Upon  this  occaKon,  I  shall  be  glad  to  embark  with  him 
in  the  same  vessel,  and  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  prosperous 
voyage. 

As  the  House  appears  determined  to  pass  some  resehi- 
lion  upon  the  subject  now  before  them,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  suggestion  in  relation  to  the  Milituy 
Academy  at  West  Point  It  is  chiefly  intended  for  the 
committee  who  may  have  charge  of  the  resolution. 

I  cannot  agree  with  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
addreiised  the  House,  tliat  the  Military  Academy  should 
be  al)elished.  On  the  contrary,  this  Government,  pos- 
sessing the  power  of  making  war,and  being  under  a  solemn 
obligMuin  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  owe  it  to 
themselves  aiid  to  the  People  of  tliis  country,  to  fiimidi 
them  with  the  means  of  military  instruction.  War,  e^- 
c'lally  in  modem  times,  bos  become  an  art,  nay  a  science, 
90  extensive  and  so  complex  in  its  nature,  that  its  theory 
can  only  be  acquired  after  years  of  application.  A  Mili- 
tary Atademy  is  the  best  plan  which  Ias  ever  yet  been 
devised  of  communicating  military  instruction.  It  ii  true 
that  a  few  men,  of  brilliant  genius,  have  appeared  in  the 
world,  who,  without  a  military  education,  by  mere  intui- 
tion, have  excelled  in  the  art  of  war.  These  splendid 
exceptions  ought  not  to  detract  from  tlie  general  rule  Uiat 
a  military  education  ia  necessary  to  make  a  skilful  and 
efficient  officer. 

Gentlemen  have  complained,  and  I  believe  with  jtis- 
tice,  that  there  now  are  several  supemumeraiy  Cadets, 
t  would  suggest  the  source  of  this  evil  to  be,  that  the  Mi* 
litaty  Academy  is  too  large  for  the  Army— or,  any  gen* 
tleman  will  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  for  the  Hili* 
tary  Academy.  A  just  proportion  does  not  exist  be* 
tween  them.  The  supply  of  officers  wliich  the  Academy 
furnislies  is  too  great  for  the  demand  of  an  army  not 
amounting  to  6>(K)0  men.  This  state  of  things  g^ves 
birth  to  another  evil.  No  man  who  now  enlists  as  a  pri- 
vate soldier  in  the  Army,  no  matter  iriiat  may  be  his  ca- 
pacity, or  what  may  be  his  conduct,  can  ever  expect  to  be 
promoted  above  the  rank  of  a  petty  officer.  He  cun  ne- 
ver indulge  the  hope,  which  tlie  poUcy  and  the  practice 
of  the  wisest  nations  have  sanctioned,  that  he  may  one 
day  becume  a  general  officer.  Every  avenue  to  promo* 
tion  i«  closed  against  him  by  the  graduates  at  West  Poin^ 
who  always  have  the  preference,  and  are  more  than  suc- 
fiinent  to  fumiUi  the  army  with  officers. 
Wlieiber  the  Govenuneot,  in  addition  to  liinudiing' 


viewa 

vy  t  I  certainly  so  understood  him.  If  then  abuses  are 
to  be  ferretted  out,  if  the  saddle  is  to  be  put  on  the  right 
>>on«*  does  not  Uic  amendment  provide  for  it  f— and 
that,  sir,  is  the  wish  of  the  People.  As  to  the  reference 
*>r  this  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Expenditures,  I  have 
no  doubt,  whatever,  that  the  members  of  thai  Committee 
have  sufficient  talent,  seal,  and  patriotism,  to  perform 
this  duty  in  a  proper  manner.  But  I  prefer  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Mean^  because  I  think  them,  from  their 
situation,  best  quaCfted  to  iutitoto  suoh  an  inquiry. 
Could  any  gentienum  liear  the  remarks  made  yesterday 
by  tite  gentleman  who  presides  over  that  C»mmittee»«nd 
not  be  satisfied  that,  if  any  person  on  this  eoor  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  various  modes  of  disbursing 
the  poUtc  money  under  this  Government,  it  was  himself  ? 
I  conmder  it  as  especially  proper  dmt  the  investigation 
should  be  nude  by  that  Committer  rather  than  by  any 
other.  From  that  gentleman's  situation,  u  well  as  from 
hw  talents,  he  must  be  better  qualified  to  prosecute  it  in 
AfuU  and  ample  manner,  than  other  gentlemen,  who 
do  not  possess  the  same  advantage.  A  report  from  that 
Committee  will,  1  am  persuaded,  satisfy  this  House,  and, 
what  is  of  mote  consequence,  it  will  satisfy  the  sovereign 
Veople-  I  have  evoy  oonfidence  in  the  tdents  of  that 
Spentfeman.  They  sue  known  not  only  here—they  are 
wcfl  known  to  the  whi^  nation.  And,  from  the  high 
sentiment  of  honar  he  ia  known  ever  to  cherish,  from  his 
f  nnkneas  and  generosity,  and  his  capacity  for  applica- 
Cioi^  I  am  persuaded  a  more  proper  reference  could 
not  be  made.  I  now  move  you.  Sir,  that,  when  the 
queMioa  on  the  amendment  is  Uken»  it  be  t^cen  by  yeas 
and  nays.  - 

Tlie  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nayih  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered.  . 

Ur.  BUCHANAN  said.  I  do  not  rise  to  prolong  thU 
debate,  by  entering  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  sub- 
jetf.  Sufficient  tims  has  already  been  wasted  upon 
It.  When  it  was  first  introduced  to  the  House  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  did  not  anticipate  that  it 
could  btw  oecupied  so  muck  of  our  time  as  it  basal- 
ready  done. 

My  single  purpose,  at  this  time,  is  to  notice  an  obser- 
vation which  was  made  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Otwv£Hr.  Wkiomt}  in  relation  to  the  Committee  of  Do- 
mestic Hanufsctiires.  This  task  1  should  n6t  have  under- 
Uken,  hod  tlie  numbers  of  that  committee  been  present 
in  tlie  House,  either  yesterday  or  to^jay^  because,  we 
all  know  they  are  perfectly  able  to  defend  themselveo. 
It  is  well  known  that  tliey  now  are,  and  for  a  considera- 
ble period  Ihey  have  been,  absent  from  the  House,  by 
leave,  discharging  (be  arduous  and  important  duties  which 
the  House  hove  thought  proper  to  impose  upon  tliem. 
If  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  recollected  this  bet, 
be  surely  ought  not  have  made  the  remark  which  be 
did. 

The  gentleman,  ui  reply  to  a  remark  made  upon  this 
floor,  said,  he  featrd  tliere  was  no  danger  that  we  should 
have  a  tariff  foitced  upon  us  during  the  present  session. 
Tlwt  we  bud  nut  yet  heard  any  thing  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manubctuze^  and  bis  constituents  fured  we  riiould 
not  bear  iVom  them  during  the  present  year.  The  gen* 
tlemsn  evidently  iiiteitded  to  convey  the  idea  to  this 
House,  and  to  toe  natinn,  that  the  committee  were  op- 
posed to  tlie  great  interest  intrusted  to  their  care,  and 
wished  to  tlefeot  the  passage  of  any  tariflT  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  1  ask  what  evidence  is  there,  to  justify  the 
remaik  of  that  gentleman  i  When  the  House  gave  the 
Committee  of  Ifamifiuitures  the  power  to  send  for  and 
ezandne  witnessesb  one  of  the  members  of  that  commit- 
tee diitiDc^y  declined,  upon  this  floor,  that  tbcy  would 
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metna  of  a  military  education,  ought  to  Teed,  and  clothe, 
and  pay  the  Cadets,  whilst  they  are  receiving  tt,  is  a  ques- 
tion well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  may  be  referred.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, that,  whatever  other  sina  may  be  fairiy  chargeable 
against  the  present  Administration,  tliey  cannot  be  just- 
ly chargeable  with  the  establishment  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  hi*  principal  object  in  ris- 
ing  was  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Bdchaitas]  on  tliis  side  of  the  way,  who 
has  just  taken  hit  seat,  for  tbe  information  he  had  given 
hint  III  relation  to  the  TarlflT  and  tlie  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures. 1  rejoice,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  at  the  assurance 
thnt  the  House  ma^  soon  expect  to  hear  from  the  com- 
mittee*  and  to  receive  a  bill ;  and,  as  one  among  the 
means  of  quieting  the  fears  of  my  constituents,  in  rela- 
tion to  that  subject,  I  hope  to  be  able,  this  day,  before  (lie 
mail  closes,  to  deapatcb  the  information  West.  The  br> 
mers  and  manufacturers  in  iw  district,  sir,  and  in  Ohio 
generally,  will  rejoice  at  receiving  such  cheering  news. 
'Hie  gentleman,  however,  errs,  in  the  supposition  that  I 
introfiuced  the  TariflT  into  this  discussion.  It  was  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Flotd]  and, 
in  reply.  I  only  adverted  to  the  fears  that  had  taken  hold 
of  my  constituents.  I  rejoice  tliat  he  h»  afTurded  even 
a  small  crumb  of  comfort  for  tUem.  The  gentleman  errs, 
also,  1  believe,  in  the  supposition  that  no  one  of  the  com- 
mittee was  here  on  yesterday  to  hear  my  remarks,  and 
to  reply.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  some  of  the 
committee  were  here,  heard  what  was  said,  and  might 
have  replied,  f  shall  be  pleased  to  go  along  with  the 
gentleman  in  the  aupport  of  a  Tarifi*,  and  hope  still  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  something  to  relieve  the  great  interest 
suffering  for  want  of  protecUon. 

Wliile  up,  sir,  I  may  as  well  noUce  the  remarks  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  in  relation  tu  this  and 
other  subjects.  He  has  cautioned  us  not  to  attempt  to 
ibrce  a  TarifT  upon  the  South,  and  assured  us  that  his 
comtjtnenla  and  tbe  People  Of  the  South  will  be  forced 
to  resist — that  tbey  will  not  submit.  Well,  sir,  suppose 
they  do  resist,  and  will  not  submit,  what  then  ?  Are  we 
to  disregard  the  importunity  of  our  constituents  ?  Is  the 
UnifHi  to  be  dissolved  i  Will  tbe  gentleman  and  his 
Southern  friends  dissolve  the  pannersTiip,  and  set  up  fur 
themselves  ?  Or  do  I  do  injustice  to  the  character  of  the 
Southern  People,  in  the  supposition  that  they  will  sub- 
mit,  like  good  citizens,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  to 
the  laws  Congretn  may  see  proper  to  pass  on  that  as  well 
as  other  subjects  i 

[Mr.  CARSON  rose  to  explain.  He  certainly  did  not 
intend  that  the  Southern  People  would  resist  a  Tariff  de- 
liberately passed  t  but  he  complained  of  forcing  a  Tanff 
by  the  use  of  tlie  preTiuus  question,  before  tbey  were 
ready  for  it.] 

Mr.  WHIGHT  resumed.  And,  sir,  if  we  are  to  wait 
the  paassge  of  the  Tariff  till  the  gentleman  and  his  South- 
ern fneails  are  ready  for  it,  then  God  help  my  constituents 
and  the  manufacturers  !  They  are  doomed  to  suffer,  with 
no  prospect  of  relief.  The  gentleman  and  his  Southern 
friends  will  never  be  ready  to  receive  the  measure.  The 
pill  will  always  be  bitter  to  them,  and  if  we  are  to  wait 
till  they  are  ready  to  receive  it,  without  the  use  of  any 
force,  our  hopes  are  gone.  Sir,  this  measure,  I  hope, 
will  soon  be  introduced,  according  to  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsnia,  and  that  we  shall  se- 
riously enpge  in  forcing  it  through  this  Hoase,  until  we 
shall  obtain  our  object,  and  then  we  shall  see  whether 
tbe  Southern  People  or  the  gentleman's  constituents  will 
rewst  and  dissolve  the  Union,  or  whether  I  do  them  in- 
justice in  supposing  that,  as  heretofore,  they  will  submit, 
as  becomes  good  citizens,  to  tbe  hws  Congress  shall  de. 
liboatcly  puf.  Sir,  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Cjuvlina, 


has  gone  into  a  discussion  of  the  conatitutionalityrf s 
TaritT  having  for  its  object  protection  to  man«fac*BT**, 
I  will  refer  (he  gentleman  to  tbe  first  set  of  Cm^icsa  ua. 
der  the  present  Constitution,  fixing  a  tariff  of  duties,  pai> 
sed  in  1789.  In  the  preamble  to  thM.  law,  be  inll  fad, 
as  one  of  the  objects  set  forth  as  requiring  the  passage  rf 
the  law,  that  of  protecting  and  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures  cKcnpied  a  conspicuous  place.  When  tbe 
gentleman  reflects  who  composed  the  Congreas  that  en- 
acted that  law  I  when  be  shall  recollect  that  it  was  cow- 
posed  of  tbe  heroes  and  sages  of  tbe  Remlution,  and 
the  patriots  that  Aimed  our  Conititution  of  Government— 
a  structure  which  has  secured  our  liberties  and  efioted 
the«dmiration  of  the  world,  be  will,  I  trust,  «ia«e  that  I 
do  not  disparage  his  meriU  in  aayinfc  that  tbey  awier- 
stood  the  meaning  and  construction  oi  the  work  of  the« 
own  hands  at  least  as  well  as  he  does.  But,  air.  I  do  aut 
rest  on  this  alone.  I  have  another  sotbority  hsad— «fe 
opinion  of  one  that,  1  tnist,  the  gentleiAar.  wU!  not  ques- 
tion. On  tbe  9lh  of  January,  1816,  ThomM  Jefienoo 
wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Austin,  of  Boston,  on  tUs 
subject,  an  extract  from  which  I  will  read,  for  the  edifcs- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Cartdiiu,  and  I  beg  In 
particular  attention  to  it.  Mr.  Jefferaoo  «sy«:  "To  be 
independent  for  the  comforU  of  life,  we  mus*  fkbrioie 
them  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  msm^etnm 
by  the  ride  of  the  africuhutiat.  The  fimner  <]He«in  ■ 
suppressed,  or  rather  assumes  a  new  form.  Thegnadn- 
quiry  now  is,  shall  we  make  our  own  comforts,  or"  

[Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina,  called  tbefo- 
tlenwi  to  order.  He  asked  if  it  was  in  aider  to  dimn 
tbe  1'arifF  on  the  present  resolution 

The  SPEAKER  replledi  genUemsn  htndtm 

was  not  disctissing  the  Tariff,  but  replying  «D  the  «p- 
ments  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carina, 
and  was  in  order.] 

Mr.  WKIGHT.  1  thank  (be  genUemsn  from  Sooth 
Carolina  for  his  supervision  over  me,  and  kind  coacvni 
leat  I  should  get  without  the  rules  of  order.  Mr.  Jelkt- 
son  says—"  The  grand  inquity  now  is^  tfiaH  we  mUe  nr 
own  comforts,  or  go  without  them  at  the  wiH  of  s  fatef^ 
nation  ?  He,  therefore,  who  is  now  agftinM  dmttttic 
manufactures,  must  be  for  reducing  us  either  to  a  depeti- 
dence  on  that  nation,  or  be  clothed  in  skina,  wtd  to  tn 
like  wild  beasts,  in  dens  and  caverns.  I  am  proud  to  s^^, 
1  am  not  one  of  these.  Experience  has  now  taught  nt, 
that  manufactures  are  now  as  necessary  to  ourindeiKS- 
dence  as  our  comfort."  This,  to  me,  air,  would  be  s 
sufficient  authority,  if  1  doubted  of  the  constitutiosd 
power  or  expediency,  which  I  do  not.  1  hope  i  have  ffr 
moved  tbe  constitutional  scruples  of  the  gentleman  (m 
North  Carolina,  and  this  authority  will  tend  to  remove  Iw 
doubts  of  the  expediency  of  protecting  manu&ctnrca 
The  gentleman  and  his  fi-iends  nave  the  sitemstive:  w9 
they  protect  manufactures,  and  make  us  independent  of 
foreign  nations,  or  will  tbey  sink  us  to  dependence  on  fi^ 
reign  nations  for  our  comforts  and  neceswtiea,  or  drive  u 
to  clothe  ourselves  in  skins,  and  to  live  like  wild  besiti, 
in  dens  and  caverns  ?   Let  them  choose  which. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  taken  ooeasw 
also  to  animadvert  upon  a  certain  secret  committee,  with 
which  he  supposes  I  was  some  way  connected.  He  ssid, 
in  reUtion  to  another  subject  be  discussed,  that  ceiuis 
obserrationt  he  had  heard  showed  a  profound  ignorance 
of  the  subject.  He  will  take  no  offence,  I  hope,  if  I 
adopt  his  own  language,  and  say,  that  bis  remarks  as  to 
their  matter  showed  a  profound  igntmnce  of  the  subject 
he  discussed. 

[The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  W.  to  'order,  and  remaii- 
ed,  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  use  personalities  in  debate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied,  that  he  was  aware  of  that  >  bat, 
he  said,  1  think,  rir,  it  is  in  onler  to  reply  to  penoncfities 
gentlemen  have  been  allowed  to  use  towards  me. 
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Stirenehmmt. 


[H.  or  H. 


The  SPEAKER  said,  certainly  ,  but  the  Chair  did  not 
inderstand  the  gentteman  fh>m  North  Caroliiw  to  make 
:>ersoMl  allusion  to  the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  he  understood  the  gentleman  80  i 
ind  1  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to  avow  or  disavo*  hia  in- 
lentioR  to  give  his  remarks  a  personal  application  to  me. 

Mr.  CARSON  replied,  that  he  had  alated  that  it  waa 
probable  that  he  might  with  propriety  refer  that  gentle- 
man to  a  committee  organized  here  last  Winter,  denami. 
nated  the  Secret  Committee,  for  an  Answer  to  hit  tnter- 
rogatoty ;  but  he  spoke  of  that  committee  Trom  newipa- 
per  authority.  The  newspapers  did  refer  to  that  gentle- 
man, aa  connected  w'th  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  obaerved,  that  he  had  not  underatood 
C.     making  a  personal  application  of  hit  remarks, 
or  he  should  have  called  him  to  order.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  Sir,  I  say,  the  gentleman,  in 
fiis  assertions,  to  use  hia  own  language,  showed  himself 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  subject.  Sir,  I  never  attend- 
ed or  belonged  to  any  such  secret  committee  \  no  list  of 
«ny  such  commitlee  was  ever  made  out  by  me,  and  none 
such  was  ever  published,  so  hr  as  I  know.  I  would  ad- 
vise the  gentleman  to  use  greater  caution  In  advaneing 
charges  here. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  presented,  in 
formidable  array,  the  payments  to  John  A.  King,  as 
Charge  d'AfiMrea  at  London — to  J.  H.  Pleasants,  a  Mes- 
senger employed  in  foreign  service,  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  l^e  Panama  Misrion,  and  asks  me  and  Uie  House,  is 
not  here  evidence  of  comiption  and  profligate  expendi- 
ture in  the  Administration  ?  Now,  rir,  what  was  paid  to 
King,  what  to  Pleasants,  what  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pa- 
nama  Mission  >  Was  the  payment  made  to  either  out  of 
the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  such  things  in  the  De- 
partments }  I  do  not  know.  The  gentlerasn  has  not 
told  us.  When  the  gentleman  underUket  to  specify  his 
charge^  he  is  bound  to  make  them  exniidt  i  but  I  am  in 
favor  of  inquiry,  although  I  do  not  believe  the  abuse  ex- 
ists in  these  expenditures.  But,  sir,  I  was  really  surpris- 
ed, when  the  gentleman  was  arranging  and  disphying  his 
formidable  array  of  profligacy,  he  should  have  been  al- 
together silent  on  two  subjects,  with  at  least  one  of  which 
the  gentleman  is  supposed  to  have  been  familiar.  I  mean, 
sir,  the  expenditure  of  fifty  dolhu-a  (not  out  of  the  Peo- 

Ele's  money  j  no,  sir,  but  from  private  fiincts)  for  an  old 
illiard  table  and  the  expenditure  about  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  in  .procuring  the  "gorgeous,  splen- 
did, and  princely  furniture  of  the  East  Room  of  the  Pre- 
sident's House."  I  was  indeed  svrprised  at  these  impor- 
tant omissions,  and  suppose  they  were  accidental.  The 
l^nlleman  had  spoken  of  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion who  were  opposed  to  the  inquiry.  Who  are  they  t 
I  am  not  one.  I  have  supported  the  inquiry  in  its  utmost 
latitude,  and  cliallenged  the  fullest  investigation.  Have 
any  of  the  friends  or  tlie  Administration  opposed  the  in- 
quiry ?  The  gentleman  has  not  himsclt  supported  the 
inquiry.  He  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table— to  stifle  it  in 
Its  biKL  Among  others  who  opposed  the  inquiry,  and 
voted  to  put  it  on  the  t^Ie,  we  find  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  [Ur.  Randolfh  and  Mr.  FlotdI  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  »f  Ways  and  Means,  LMr.  McDof- 
rii,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  thia  side 
of  the  way,  [Mr.  Bceaurui.]    These  gentlemen  will 

'  [The  following  cerUficate  of  ICr.  Nonsi  is  added,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  W.] 

TVeoiury  OcpartiafiU,  JtegUicr't  q^kc,  JuM  S,  ISIT. 
I  btrebj-  eertif J,  thai,  in  the  (t^tleniMii  or  the  ftamiiure  lecoant  of 
tlie  prviNit  Pnraidmt  ur  Uil-  Umlcd  Sut«*,  thrre  ii  uul  aiif  cbarsa 
made  hj  bim,  nor  pttymcHt  miiile  bj  the  tJuiud  Suitu,  fur  m  biUiard 
titbk',  cue*,  balli,  or  *uf  appurtenanre  in  rtrJation  thereto :  neiltatr 
Imu  thm  bMTM  aoj  charge,  or  paynmit  made,  for  backsammun 
bnard«,  dice,  «r  anf  appartenanee  in  relation  ihereiu ;  uor  Tor  any 
cbvia  Iwnnliv  ctaeta-omi,  or  any  aupartvnanee  in  Klation  tht- reto. 

JOSKPU  NOUaSE,  RvgitKr. 


not  feel  flattered  with  being  called  friends  of  the  Adnii 
nktration. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  take  some  little  notice  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
RiiTBOLpB]  who  yesterday  was  in  the  way,  but  is  now,  I 
am  sorry  to  observe,  out  of  the  way-    That  gentleman 
took  occasion  to  say  to  the  House,  yesterday,  tEat  he  had 
done  with  me  forever.   Why  this  was  declared,  1  n«tber 
know  nor  care.  -When  I  discorered  he  liad  fallen  into 
error  as  to  a  remark  of  mine,  I  rose  and  proffered  to  put 
him  right  as  to  the  matter  misunderstood,  if  he  would 
yield  me  the  floor.    This  was  abruptly  refused.   I  then 
promised  to  notice  him  on  some  future  occasion,  and  this 
is  that  occasion.    On  al  least  two  occasions  this  session,  I 
have  yielded  the  floor  to  that  gentleman,  at  bis  own  re- 
quest, to  permit  him  to  explain,  and  once  when  the  mat- 
ter explained  had  no  conttexitm  with  my  remarks  en  the 
subject  1  was  discussing.   I  complain  not  of  the  gentle- 
man's refusal  to  return  this  common  courtesy,  to  admit 
an  explanation  of  an  error  connected  with  myself.    It  is 
not  my  habit  to  complain.    Whenever  it  shall  suit  the 
high-minded  and  chivalric  Representative  from  the  An- 
cient DominloD  to  ibow  himself  less  civil  and  courteous 
than  the  newest  member  of  any  Legislative  body— 4et 
him  do  so.    The  gentleman  may  be  assured  of  one  thine, 
however — if  he  has  done  with  me,  I  have  not  done  with 
bim.    I  assure  him  I  am  not  to  be  got  rid  of  so  easily  ; 
and  whenever,  white  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor,  in  my 
opinion,  it  will  subserve  the  interests  of  my  constituents 
or  the  coantry,  1  shall  take  him  and  his  amiments,  and 
handle  both  or  either,  is  I  shall  think  fit  and  proper, 
keeping  within  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  he  may  get 
rid  of  me,  as  he  can.   The  gentleman  asked,  with  great 
emphans,  who  has  made  this  House  an  arena  for  political 
gladiators  i   Who  has  }   1  have  never  introduced  a  pro* 
position  into  the  House  calculated  or  intended  to  elicit 
political  warmth  or  dtscusston.  I  have  not  done  the  deed. 
The  gentleman  himself  can  better  answer  the  inquirr 
than  1  can.    Who  has,  time  and  again,  here  and  else- 
where, entered  into  discussions  tending  to  no  other  re- 
sult than  political  excitement  and  animosities  t  When 
gentlemen  having,  as  they  now  have,  a  majority,  will  in- 
troduce propoiltons  of  a  political  cliaracter,  we  have  no 
choice,  but  must  submit  or  cUscuss  the  best  way  we  can. 
The  gentleman  seemed  inclined  to  shift  off  responsibility 
from  the  majority,  and  throw  it  upon  us  i  but  thai  is  not 
a  work  of  easy  accomplishment.    He  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility he  has  obtained.    He  may  give  us  as  many 
*<  deteantatianM," — I  use  a  word  I  heard  from  his  own  lips 
some  years  ago  in  this  Hall,  and  which  then  troubled  him 
much— as  many  deseantations,  on  this  aubjeet,  as  he 
pleases,  he  cannot  throw  the  responsibility  ot  their  mea- 
sures on  me,  or  those  with  whom  I  act.    The  gentleman, 
with  much  asperity,  adverted  to  the  votes  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  while  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  reference  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  is 
that,  sir,  one  of  the  sins  of  tile  present  Administration  i 
One  of  the  abuses  this  resolution  is  intended  to  remetfy  i 
If  the  gentleman  will  Uke  tlie  trouble  to  examine  into 
the  mutter  he  alludes  to,  he  will  Bnd  1  tliink,  that  the 
Bcrtiptes  and  doubts  of  the  present  President  on  that  sub- 
ject, were  of  a  constitutional  nature,  and  connected  with 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  extend,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, over  Territories  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Uie 
United  States  when  the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  he 
will  find  also,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  all  the  scruples  and 
doubts  he*entert«iiie<I,  were  also  entertained  by  klr.  Jef- 
ferson, through  whose  instrumentality  the  I'erritoiy  was 
acquired,    if  these  opinions  furnish  no  evidence  of  hos- 
tility in  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  how 
can  they  funiiiih  evidence  of  such  feeling  in  Mr.  Adanns  i 
Much  more — how  do  they  afford  evidence  of  the  proAi* 
gacy  and  extn\-agance  of  this  AdminiMmtion  ? 
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R^tnehment. 


[Ja«.  36k  1838. 


In  descanting  upon  the  Bituaiton  of  thingv  here,  the 
gentleman  from  Vuvinia  has  adverted  to  what  he  U  pleas- 
ed to  term,  the  wortiin^  i)f  an  organixed  phalanx  on  our 
side  of  the  House,  and  lamented  the  want  of  concert  on 
liis,  and  deprecated  the  introduction  of  ptvponUoni  witli* 
out  cotisultation  and^-agreement.  He  took  oc canon  to 
admoniah  the  gemleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Caii-Toii] 
that  young  physicians  should  stand  by  and  not  attempt  to 
administer  reedicine.  Adverting  to  the  success  attending 
the  effbrts  of  the  party  with  whom  lie  acted  formerly,  he 
attributed  their  suc^iess  to  concert,  consultations^  and  ar- 
rangements out  of  doors.  Their  young  doctors  did  not 
introduce  propiwtionB  the  party  did  not  approve  of.  Sir, 
what  follows  from  all  ibis  '*  Will  any  gentleman  riae  in 
his  place,  on  this  floor,  and  say  that  the  Legislation  of 
Coiigreag^  in  order  to  malte  it  subservient  to  party  pur- 
poses^ shall  be  subjected  to  the  control  of  a  secret  irre- 
sponsible caucus  out  of  doors  ?  A  caucus  tlut  shall  not 
only  determine  what  propositions  Shall  be  introduced,  but 
the  time  of  their  introduction,  and  the  persona  who  sluJl 
be  permitted  to  bring  them  forward,  or  advocate  them  f 
Are  we  to  come  to  that  >  I  tnist  in  Gud,  sir,  that  time 
never  will  arrive,  and  that  no  one  will  ever  be  found  here 
hardy  enough  to  avow  such  a  purpose.  But,  sir,  if  the 
time  ever  shall  arrive,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  sliall  avow  such  a  plan,  at- 
tempt to  brii^  it  into  practice  here,  that  be  will  meet  tbe 
indignant  frown  of  the  House  and  the  nation,  and  be  put 
down  furever. 

I  have  attracted  the  noticeof  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  a  short  time  since,  occupied  a  position  near 
the  door,  but  is  now  1  know  not  where,  [Ur.  Kkkmbu} 
and  I  may  be  expected  to  pay  liim  a  passing  notice.  That 
gentleman  has  altogether  mistaken  the  nde  I  advocated, 
in  ranking  me  among  the  opposers  of  the  measure,  which 
I  should  not  have  supposed  he  could  doy  unless  he  were 
asleep  when  I  spoke.  Sir,  whenever  that  gentleman 
rises  on  this  floor  to  "  cry  sloud  and  spare  not,*' although 
his  remarks  have  not  the  clwrm  of  novelty  to  recommend 
tbem,  being  made  up  of  ft  set  of  words  and  phrases, 
which,  with  a  little  alteration,  are  made  to  suit  all  occa- 
sions, yet  there  is  sometliing  in  the  matter  and  maaner 
•o  infinitely  farcical  and  amuung,  both  to  mvself  and  the 
House,  that  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart,  by  any  reply  ol 
mine,  to  iiiterfiose  the  sliglitest  obstacles  in  tlie  way  of 
exhibitiuns,  affording  So  much  entertainment  to  all  around 
me. 

Mr.  KIIRMER,  of  Pa.,  said,  in  reply,  I  ou^ht  to  tliank 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  being  so  greatly  amused  by 
me.  I  wish  1  could  return  the  compliment  by  saying, 
that  I  was  either  amused  or  instructed  by  him.  But  it 
was  the  reverse :  for  he  never  speaks,  hut  he  reminds  me 
of  an  old  hen,  w  ho  is  eternally  cackling,  cackling,  and 
never  lays  an  egg.   1  have  now  done  with  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CARSON  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wrtobt.  1  can- 
not regret  any  thing  that  has  fitllen  from  that  gentleman « 
he  can  say  nothing  which  can  affect  me.  I  am  perfi^tly 
secure  from  his  malignant  shafts — 

[Here  Uie  SPEAKER  interposed  and  reorinded  Mr.  C. 
that  such  remarks  were  out  of  order.] 

1  submit  to  the  Chair — I  was  only  replying  to  the  re- 
mai'ks  of  the  gentleman  which  liad  a  personal  bearing  up- 
on me.  Sir,  I  do  not  regret  being  profoundly  ignorant 
of  all  that  gentleman's  secrets,  and  of  all  his  secret  move- 
ments, andtliis  for  causes  which  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  mention,  and  which  I  therefore  leave  to  be  inferred. 
The  gentleman  regreu  that  I  had  not  enumerated  among 
the  items  of  profuse  expenditure,  the  disbursement  of 
1 50  r«r  an  old  billiard  table,  lie  says  that  that  item  was 
not  paid  out  of  the  pubtie  money.  I  must  be  permitted 
to  correct  him.  It  waa  paid  for  out  of  the  pobCe  money- 
out  of  an  appropriation  made  by  this  Houses  and  to  deny 
It  IS  to  utter  B  libel  on  the  Prnideiit'i  Prints  BecreUiy, 


and  on  the  eommittee  who  reported  the  aocoiint  of  those 
disbursements  to'  this  House.  Sir,  I  have  once  noticed 
this  item,  and,  as  appears,  with  more  effect  too  thma  tbrt 

Sintleman  is  gratified  to  learn.  When  the  accoani  rf 
ose  t  litOOG  was  rendered,  it  struck  me  as  of  a  noM 
extraordinary  character,  particulariy  Uiose  itemi*sd>OHl 
the  billiard  table,  cues,  chess  men,  &c.  If  it  be  tree 
that  these  surns  were  not  taken  out  of  the  public  mottey. 
whose  fault  is  it  that  such  an  impression  was  made  here  t 
I  procee<led  on  the  evidence  of  the  documents  bcAse 
me,  and  I  nbw  hold  in  my  hand  tbe  official  r^wrl  of  > 
committee  of  Uiis  House,  containing  the  oAcaU  state- 
ment of  the  Nvate  Secretary  of  uie  Preeident-  Si*, 
what  are  these  items  }  Permit  me  bt  read  ibenia  ISnr  die 
purpose  of  refreshing  the  honmble  gcntlenisB^  me* 
roory. 

Mr.  Cassok  then  read  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Vix 
RsKssxun,  No.  13%  made  the  ffast  Sessioa  of  tbe  1X» 
teenth  Congress  i 

**  I^etter  H  eontaiM  the  olBeial  report  of  Mr.  John 
Adams,  jun..  Private  Secretaiy  of  tte  PrendcMt,"  in 
which  are  the  following  itema : 
"  To  Lazare  Kemcd,  for  a  biirHtfd  table     -   *  SO  00 
To  L,ittlejohn,  for  cues     -  -        -        S  00 

**  To  Pishey  'HiompMin,  forchess^nen        -     33  50 
Sic.  ic'* 

And  I  paiticularty  call  tbe  attention  of  dw  genllnm 
from  Ohio  to  dieae  items,  in  oideff  that,  when  be  gees 
home,  he  may  be  enabled  to  stete  the  tnith  to  bb  eea^ 

tuentf. 

Sir,  no  young  gentleman  deserves  more  credit  fi»  the 
accuriicy  with  which  his  accounts  are  kept,  than  the  Pi^ 
Tate  Secretary  of  the  Prerident.  He  first  tOiatgee  ham. 
self  with  the  arooimt  of  the  appropriation,  •  14.000^  waA 
then  he  proceeds  in  the  most  exact  and  regular  manacr 
to  detail  tbe  items  on  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  Megunfc 
Even  the  dates  of  the  receipts  are  stated  ;  and  he  tarn- 
cludea  by  striking  a  balance,  in  making  up  whicb^  these 
items  of  billiard  ttble,  chess  men,  Slo.  are  included. 

Now,  what  is  ihe  part  taken  by  the  Adnuniaualiwi  sa 
defence  of  these  items  ?  1  thought  it  was  extnonfiaaiy, 
aflcr  having  just  received  $  14,000,  they  riiouH  ask  the 
House  for  $  25,000  mm  t  snd  when  this  application 
came  before  the  House,  I  stated,  as  a  reason  for  oppcng 
it,  the  improper  manner  in  which  the  appropfrntion  al- 
ready granted  had  been  expended,  and  remarked  u|wn 
those  items  as  set  forth  in  ilie  account.  1*his  gave  riw 
to  a  good  deal  of  conversation  about  the  tMlUara  table. 

The  President  has  said,  as  I  am  informed,  by  a  letter 
written  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr-  \tM 
RBirsBXLA«B]  that  this  item  in  the  account  was  a  mistake, 
and  subsequently,  when  the  settlement  of  the  $  14^000 
came  to  be  made  at  the  Treasury  Department,  they  caus- 
ed those  items  to  be  stricken  out,  and  got  a  Ur.  Noerse 
to  certify  that  no  sucli  items  were  contained  in  the  ac- 
count. Thus  meanly  skulking  from  the  responsibaity  cf 
what  gentlemen  now  affect  to  conridera  very  inesgiuicaRt 
matter  ;  and  by  their  own  course  they  have  really  given 
the  subject  more  importance  than  it  origuially  deaerred. 
But,  sir,  their  accounts  and  certificates  will  avail  tbeai 
nothing.  The  account  is  here  as  officially  rendered  by 
the  President's  son.  It  is  in  the  Archives  of  tbe  nation 
from  Which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would,  1  doabt  oo^ 
gladly  have  it  expunged. 

Sir,  as  to  the  furniture  of  the  East  Room  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent's house,  it  has  been  suggested  that  1  was  tbe  author 
of  a  certain  letter  on  that  subject,  to  the  editors  of  tbe 
Richmond  Enquirer.  Sir,  this  is  not  true  t  and  so  ht 
from  it,that  Mr.  Ritchie,  senior  editor  of  that  paper,v(doa- 
tarily  stated  to  the  contraiy.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  cf 
writing  to  that  gentleman.  I  do  not  penosially  kaow 
him  I  nor  did  I  ever  write  to  htm  in  my  life.  I  take  bis 
paper,  and  deiire  from  it  both  sati^tioii  ud  iiiitnN- 
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tion,  and  I  here  b«ar  willing  testimony  to  die  ability  with 
which  it  is  cnndticted. 

As  a  young  imn  jiist  itarting  in  |)olttica]  life,  1  am  na- 
torally  anxious  not  to  dts  or  to  be  tliouglit  to  nave  done, 
ai^  thing  that  may  justly  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  any 
gentlefnan  in  this  House.  But  I  must  be  allowed  to  ray, 
,that  1  do  not  with  the  good  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  if,  ^deed«  he  is  phytically  capable  of  enter- 
taining  a  good  opinion  of  any  of  his  species. 

Hr.  fLdVD,  of  Virginia,  said  He  was  tuny  to  be  <Mig 
ed  to  rae  ^ain  in  this  discussion,  nor  should  he  have 
done  so,  had  he  not  been  so  particularly  called  upon  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WriortI  to  specify  instan> 
CCS  of  the  misapplication  of  the  public  money.  I  am 
•orry,  sir,  that  all  I  have  to  say  will  nut  be  new;  for  I  be 
liere  that  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  are  pretty  well 

auunted  with  most  of  the  items  on^tbis  matter.  It  is 
,  that  some  of  these  errors  in  disbursement  are  ebaige* 
able  on  this  House,  since  we  have  ourselves  voted  fur  llie 
aslafies  of  the  officers.  Sir,  it  matters  little  whether  the 
extravagances  in  this  Government  are  under  a  law,  or  un- 
der the  discretionary  expenditure  of  a  contingent  fund,  it 
is  equally  proper  and  necesBaty  that  an  inqniiy  ^ould  be 
made  into  them  t  and  1  am  persiuKled  that,  if  eveiy  mem- 
ber should  be  enquired  of,  **  Do  you  know  (hat  there 
are  any  wasteful  expenditures  he  would  reply,  "I  have 
good  reason  to  bi-lieve  that  there  are."  This  opinion 
Eos  been  given  by  members  of  this  House  and  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  haa  been  circulated 
all  over  the  United  Statea.  A  certain  Hr.  King  who  edits 
s  paper  in  New  York,  (a  gentleman  near  me  says  it  is  his 
bnrtner  who  it  the  editor^it  is  not  very  msteilal)  a  pa- 
per in  New  York  which  supports  the  Administration,  was 
tent  out  at  Secretary  of  Legation,  when  his  fiither  was 
appointed  Minister.  As  to  the  father,  I  know  very  well 
the  President  is  not  accountable  for  the  death  of  tlie 
llinbters  he  sends  abroad,  or  for  their  sickness — but  this 
old  gentleman  was  ^kly  when  he  wvnt  out,  and  to  oblige 
him,  tiiit  son  of  bis  was  sent  as  his  Secretary  of  Len- 
tton.  But  the  old  gentleman  did  enjoy  a  little  spell  i,if  I 
may  lue  that  expression)  of  ^ood  health,  such  at  least  as 
one  might  have  supposed  would  allow  Mm  to  do  some  bu- 
■ineaa  i  and  if  the  Administration  had  thought  it  a  matter 
of  any  great  consideration,  one  would  think  they  might  at 
lost  have  furnished  him  with  instnictions.  HemusI  not 
therefore,  be  charged  with  all  the  blame  of  what  foHow- 
ed.  When  he  returned  home,  he  left  his  son  at  Ohaig< 
de  Afiiuret  at  that  court,  and  he  wat  allowed  a  salar>',  or 
an  outfit  and  pan  of  his  wlaty,  while  he  remained  in  Eng- 
hnd,  in  violation,  aal  think,  of  an  express  law  of  Con- 
gress which  requires  that,  in  such  circumstances,  the 
Secretary  of  Legation  must  be  commiswoned  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  Chaig^,  and  his  appmntment  approved  and  rali- 
fied  by  the  Senate.  Instead  of  observmg  this  law,  Hr. 
King  himself  appointed  the  Charge,  and  on  that  appoint- 
ment he  received  the  money  for  outfit,  &c.  I  do  not  re- 
collect that  any  appropriation  was  asked  of  this  House  to 
pay  the  item.  I  could  say  more— a  Ur.  John  U.  Pleas- 
ants, a  gentleman  who  edits  a  paper,  in  much  esteem,  as 
I  suppose,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  with  all 
those  who  are  most  ardent  in  support  of  the  admiidatra- 
tion,  is  said  to  liave  got  $  1,900  out  of  this  fiind. 

[Mr.  WRIGHT  expbincd.  He  had  never  raid  or 
thought  such  a  thing.  I  only  asked  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  slate  the  specifications  of  his  charge 
against  the  Administration,  and  he  mentioned  tliit  sub- 
ject.  I  never  said  any  thing  about  it] 

Mr.  FLOYD  resumed.  Certain  it  is  that  he  did  receive 
f  1,950  for  carrying  out  a  roesrage  to  Buenut  Ayres,  and 
that  be  never  arrived  there.  A  member  fh)m  New  York 
infcvnu  me  that  be  went  to  Eiigland,and  that  he  saw  him 
there. 

Sir,  tulcM  an  the  records     the  proceedbigi  of  this 


House  are  erroneous  ttie  paper  I  hold  iu  my  hand  may 
be  consKlered  as  of  official  authority.  U  is  the  Report 
a  Committee  of  the  House  \  but  the  report  of  one  Com- 
mittee has  been  denied  by  the  gemfeman  from  Ohio, 
when  referred  to  by  ttie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Ur.  Carsox.]  I  don't  know  how  he  arrived  at  his 
knowledge.  Itiapoasible  the  Gict  I  am  about  to  state 
may  be  luible  to  the  same  objection.  In  the  Documents, 
vol.  9,  No.  120,  of  the  years  18:21.32,  there  is  one  from  the 
pepartnoent  of  States  dated  on  the  30th  April,  1833,  and 
signed  John  Quincy  Adams — which  document  conlaint 
th>9,  to  me,  most  extraordinary  statement.  **To  Russia, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  from  5th  August,  1809,  to  37tli  Feb- 
uary,  ltll5,  outAt,  $9000  t  salary,  ^50,100  i  contiiigeHciea, 
f5,153  54— total  ,  64.657  54. "  Afterwards,  "  To  Ghent, 
John  Q.  Adams,  from  39th  April,  1813,  to  27th  iVbrua- 
ry,  1815,  outBt,  tf9,000  t  salary,  93(^299  31  1  eontingen- 
otes,  «ti,345  60— total,  (35,345  60."  <•  To  Great  Briuia, 
John  <l.  Adams,  fironi  28th  Febuary,  1815,  to  lOth  June, 
1817,  outfit.  99,000t  return,  »2,250i  salary,  $30,546  f 
contingencies,  t&,  005  62— total,  ^801,  62."  Mak- 
ing a  gntid  total  of  $104,804  76 

1  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  deny  this  statement.  I 
do  not  complain  that  every  man  Aould  make  hia  own  Kr- 
ing  as  he  can  t  but  I  do  not  consider  it  disgnwefiil  to  ob- 
serve something  like  economy.  I  do  not  know  bow  to 
account  for  tins  statement— periiapt  the  gentleman  can 
explain  it  fur  me. 

Id  tlie  session  of  1826—7,  a  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  WaiprLs]  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  printing  of  the  huid  laws  of  the  United  States.  My 
frietid  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ihsram]  thereupon  mov- 
ed, that  the  Clerk  of  this  Hosse  sliould  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  the  work.  Hia  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. But,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  ^when  I  am  told 
the  House  was  very  thin — I  was  not  then  present, )  and 
by  almost  the  last  notion  that  wat  ma<le.  tlie  gentleman 
nam  Oliio  obtained  the  rescinding  of  this  order  to  re- 
ceive proposals,  in  consequence  of  which  the  printing  of 
the  laud  laws  was  executed  in  the  same  manner,  aiKlon 
the  wme  terms  with  the  other  printing  of  this  Houset  and 
by  which  motion,  this  House  paid  for  the  jub  some  thou- 
sands of  dollaiB  more  than  it  would  otherwise  have  cost 
us.  Fur  what  purpose,  I  will  not  say — possibly  the  type 
and  paper  were  better. 

1  will  now  dismtsB  the  subject  lam  willing  this  inves- 
tigation sliall  go  on.  1  must  observe,  however,  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  vHr.  BuKa) 
is  not  such  as  I  think  likely  to  be  followed  by  any  bene- 
ficial results.  The  resolution,  as  modified  by  the  mover, 
is  such  as  will  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject,  and  I 
do  hope  it  will  be  adopted,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  said,  he  oomndered  himself  called 
upon  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  ts  procure  a  revised 
and  improved  edition  of  the  Land  Laws,  the  want  of 
which  had  been  aeriously  felt  by  that  committee. 
The  former  Chairman  of  tliat  Committee  (Mr.  Sgott) 
bad  on  the  5lh  of  January,  1826,  moved  a  reso- 
lution,  instructing  the  Committee  to  '*  mquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authoristnganewcompihitiun  of  tlie  reso- 
lutions, treatier,  compacts,  and  la#s,  hi  relation  to  the 
public  hmds  of  the  United  States."  At  an  after  date, 
;March  1st,  1826,)  Mr.  W.  said,  he  wasinstmcted  by  the 
Committee  of  which  he  had  tiie  honor  to  be  a  member, 
TO  repurt  a  resolution,  providing  for  the  compilation  ia 

Suestion.  The  Clerk  of  this  House  was  charged  inth  the 
u'.y  ot  making  the  compilation,  and  tiie  expense  was  or. 
dered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House 
But  the  work  was  directed  by  the  resolution  to  be  laid  be" 
fore  the  House  at  its  next  session,  for  inspection  artd  ex' 
atninatkm  before  its  being  printed  { nor  would  the  print' 
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ing  be  executed  without  a  further  order  of  the  Houte. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  (on  the  26th  of  January. 
183r,)  Mr.  W.  said  the  volume  in  question,  which  had 
been  previously  pmented  by  the  Clerk,  was,  on  his 
motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  lands.  On 
report  of  the  Committee  (19th  Febuary,  1827,)  this 
House  was  called  to  act,  when  ■  gentleman  from  Penn- 
qrlTania  (Mr.  IksbaxI  moved  an  amemlment. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Ijmds  had,  upon  the 
most  mature  consideration,  come  to  the  condoaion,  that, 
to  perfect  the  work,  and  make  it  as  useful  as  practicable, 
it  should  be  printed  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  the 
officer  of  this  House,  who  had  compiled  it,  and  so  provid- 
ed ;  and  ordered  the  expenses  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
continji^t  fund  of  the  House,  relying  wtioUy  upon  the 
inlegrtty  of  that  officer  so  to  direct  the  botineat  at  to  best 
effect  the  end  de«Ried,  and  at  the  same  time  pay  a  due 
regard  to  economy  m  effecting  it  The  committee  saw 
no  reason, to  doubt  the  integrity,  zeal,  or  ability,  of  that 
officer,  nor  have  they  nnce  had  reason  so  to  do,  nor  did 
thejr  apprebcBd,  that  they  were  compromitting  the  pub- 
lie  interest  by  the  course  whkdi  was  recommeimed. 

The  motion  to  procure  the  planting  to  be  executed  by 
contract,  however,  prevailed,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  frpm  Pennsylvania  was  adopted.  1'he  com* 
mittee,  aware,  at  that  time,  of  the  difficulties  which 
would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  the 
work  by  this  mode,  opposed  h — Ihey  were  over-ruled  by 
the  Hoaae,  and  submitted  to  its  decision.  But,  sir,  on 
fcrther  and  more  fiill  inquiry,  the  committee  w^  so  ful- 
ly convinced  that  the  work  would  necessarily  be  imper- 
fect if  executed  in  tlie  nruxle  ordered  by  the  House,  that 
a  gentleman,  not  of  the  committee,  was  solicited  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  House,  to  procure  a  reviuon  of  so 
much  of  the  resotutiwt  a^  directed  the  printing  to  be 
done  by  contract  t  founded  on  the  propoial  of  the  lowest 
bidder.  On  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Wriobt]  the  House  rescinded  the  objectionable  addition 
vhieh  had  been  made  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  And  tlnis,  sir,  the  work  is  now  to  b« 
done  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  responsible  of- 
ficer of  tliis  House.  In  this,  the  gentleman  from  ViT|^i- 
nia  sees  eorruptioi^  but  why,  or  wlierefore,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  wholly  unable  to  perceive. 

But,  the  gentleman  saj^  ihree  or  four  thousand  dollars 
have  been  lost  to  the  nation  by  thia  revision  of  a  part  of 
the  resolution  referred  to.  Sir,  how  is  this  possibly 
known  to  the  gentleman —  the  book  i>  not  yet  printed  ! 
The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  have,  during  the 
present  aesaiont  experienced  the  want  of  it,  and  would 
be  extremely  pleased  to  witness  its  completion  {  it  is, 
however,  but  justice  to  say,  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
has  made  every  exertion  to  complete  it,  and  is  still  pur- 
suing the  object  with  all  practicable  assiduity.  The  work 
has  been  found  to  be  one  of  great  labor.  The  treaties, 
laws,  compact^  Spanish  regulationa,  and  a  mass  of  other 
matter,  which  will  form  a  heavy  index  to'the  volume,  do 
not  lie  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  cannot  be  taken  by 
intuition,  sa  the  gentleman  does  the  scent  of  corruption  in 
every  gale. 

Now,  Sir,  having  explained  this  very  mysterious  matter, 
as  is  hoped,to  the  gentleman's  satisfaction,  permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  W  to  take  a  pasnng  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion in  debate — the  resolutions,  wid  the  amendment  offer, 
ed  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Indiana,  IHr.  Blakk.]  The  ori- 
ginal mover,  at  well  as  all  who  hare  attempted  to  improve 
the  reHolutiuiis  by  amendments,  have  seemed  anxious  to 
effect  retrenchments  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, ir,  sir,  tUia  be  the  purpose  aimed  at,  there  need 
be  little  difficulty  in  effecting  the  object.    Are  not  the 

f tarty,  sir,  nww  in  possession  of  tlie  power  of  this  House, 
iilly  prepared  at  every  point  for  the  onset }    You  have, 
air,  your  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures— your  Com- 


mittee on  so  much  ol  the  Public  Accounts  as  lelsle  to  tbs 
F.xpendituresof  theDepariment  ofState,  oftheTteawtr, 
of  War,  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Post  office,  and  oit  to  tm^ 
of  the  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures  as  reUte  tatlie 
Public  Buildings.  These  Committees  have  all  been  or- 
ganized by  the  presidi::g  officer  for  thia  House,  *ho  hai 
been  elevated  to  his  present  station  by  a  majority,  and  the 
respective  committees,  eaeh,  has  a  majority,  or  st  levti 
supposed  majority,  selected  from  the  same  side  oT  the 
House.  Now,  sir,  is  not  tlie  House  fully  organiied  ie- 
cording  to  the  most  approved  plan  for  purifying  the  «r- 
roptions  of  this  proscribed  Admmistration  f  Ancl»iU|^» 
tiemen  shrink  m>m  the  use  of  the  power  which  they  ihw 
have  at  their  disposal  >  Is  it  juM,  is  it  open  and  ingen- 
uous, to  attempt ,  by  inrinuation  and  indirection,  to  la- 
duee  the  belief  among  the  People  that  there  'a  amf- 
tion  and  extravagance,  whilst  at  the  same  time  ve  ihiisk 
from  the  labor  and  responsibility  of  sustaining  chsrgw  ? 
Sir,  I  will  never  be  induced,  by  any  legisUtive  fiirmi,  to 
adopt  a  course  like  this.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  puAftat 
inqniries  into  the  Departments,  they  shall  have  my  ii>L 
I  never  have  refused,  n<H-  shall  1  probably  ever  refute,  to 
inquire  into  any  alleged  misuse  of  power.  I  have  no  be- 
lief that  the  most  rigid  investigation  will  touch,  io  the 
mo*  remote  degree,  the  integrity  of  the  Administiitioa : 
but  sliould  it  result  in  that,  let  the  Administnlioii  &1L 
Errors,  slight  and  irivsl,  may  exist ;  it  would  be  anpibr 
if  they  did  not  exist.  Errors  of  judgment  may  be  aip- 
posed  t  but  then  who  shall  decide,  under  all  the  c«u»- 
stances,  whether  the  judge  or  the  judged  are,  or  hm 
been,  right  ?  Within  Constitutional  limits,  this  Howes 
the  inquest  of  the  nation  ;  and,  if  gentlemen  suppose  ibe 
existence  of  mal-ad  ministration,  let  them  take  the  te^i» 
sibility  of  openly  and  boldly  substantiating  the  fcct,m 
they  will  then  acquire  a  just  and  Usting  fame  'Witt* 
American  People  :  but,  »r,  to  inuiiuate  and  shniw  tn» 
responsibility,  to  traduce  our  rulers  by  imlireclio^  m 
not,  nor  ever  shall  be,  my  course. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  send  the  whole  mbyd 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Cleans.  That  comnuuee, 
«r,  have  as  much  to  do  as  their  time  will  enable  then  to 
perform,  and,  sir,  I  cannot  be  induced  to  beiiere  ftst  we 
public  good  requires  that  this  rescdution  should  tdu 
that  dh^ction.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  vote  to  remove  tm 
question  from  before  the  House,  and  wouW  ibeu  ou 
upon  the  Committee  to  do  their  duty-  Some  days  m«. 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Marjland  [Mr.  Wk») 
introduced  a  resolution,  preceded  by  a  number  of  where- 
ases followed  by  suspicions  of  corrupt  and  esinnpat 
expenditures,  which  temunated  in  a  ample  call  mystt* 
chairman  of  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House  to  aw" 
us  whether  that  comnuttee  could  do  iu  duty  i  we  out 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  yet  been  infoRDed,  whether  M 
duty  will  be  attended  to  or  not. 

Why  then  continue  these  insinuations  of  eilnvsgwc* 
and  waste  in  the  Administration  ?  Is  it  lor  poliiiol  ef- 
fect out  of  thia  House,  when  respoanbiriOristobefhsB* 
nedinit?  Sir,  I  will  not  impute  so  bsse  a  motive.  Tv 
committees  «f  this  House  arc  already  organized  lo  u 
most  effectually  to  secure  to  the  majority  all  the  poS»- 
cal  consequence,  all  the  influence  among  the  People  « 
this  Union,  to  which  the  party  having  the  power  b  lejl- 
imately  entitled,  according  to  the  constitution  rf  w 
House.  I^t  It  be  used,  and  let  the  party  be  respwaW' 
for  its  use.  _  . 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  Chairman  of  the  Conmiltee  os P»- 
lie  Expenditures,  stated  tothe  House,  that  that  conim*W 
had  been  industriously  engaged  on  the  subject  refenw 
to  them  under  a  resolution  of  the  gentlemsn  from  Mwi* 
land,  iMr.  Weeks]  and  that,  ina  few  days,  they  hoptdw 
he  ready  to  report.  , 
Mr.  FLOYD  said,  that  he  had  undentood  the  fM**- 
man  from  New  Hampshire  aa  saying  that  base  idm» 
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tlons  hati  been  made  by  those  who  ahnink  from  respoinl* 
bility.  If  that  remark  wu  intended  for  me*  I  say  that 
the  remark  itself  is  a  bine  inriniuttion,  and  as  such  I  hurl 
it  back  in  bis  teetli. 

[Mr.  FLOTD  was  here  called  to  order  by  the  CMAFIl.] 
Mr.  WHIPPLE.  Has  the  gentleman  taken  words  i 
I  said,  sir,  I  would  not  impute  base  motiTCs,  nor  did  I  in> 
tend  to  iiwnuftte  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
made  base  insinaations.  Sir,  the  very  circumstances  of  re- 
sentment which  accompany  the  genlleman*a  demand  for 
explanation,  show  the  neeesuty  of  our  abstinence  from 
imputations  of  carruption*  bargatn,andintrigtiet  in  whole* 
sale.  Sir,  it  is  degrading  to  us  individually,  it  ia  debasing 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  it  weakens  the  confidence  of 
the  American  People  in  the  stability  and  firmness  of  their 
repiU>lican  inatitutionsi  it  lowers  us  in  moral  and  intellec- 
tual elevation,  to  be  continually  hoMii^  each  other  up  in 
this  Hall,  and  our  National  Administration  too,  as  guilty 
of  the  basest  and  most  mean  peculation  ;  exalting  our 
partizans,  and  debasing  our  advemries  in  politics  ;  to  be 
pawing  constantly  from  the  extremes' of  honor  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  baseness  i  to  be  made,  in  the  same  hoar,  the 
**  wisest,  brightest,  meanest  of  mankind." 

Mr.  FLOYD  said  he  was  to  be  put  Ei(^t.  He 
was  sorry  he  had  not  understood  the  gentleman  correct- 
ly at  first.  He  could  not  have  expected,  from  the  tenor 
«f  that  gentleman's  conduct  heretofore,  that  he  would  be 

SuUty  (H  any  violation  of  decorum  toward  any  on  ihis 
oor.  Expressing  his  regret  for  having  on  this  occasion, 
misapprehended  the  gentleman,  Mr.  F.went  on  to  say,  that 
he  was  perfectly  aware  of  all  the  respect  which  was  due 
to  the  Executive  Department,and  to  all  public  officers,  as 
well  as  to  the  dignity  of  this  House  and  to  his  own.  ,  But 
when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WaioHT]  had  called 
upon  him  to  specify  the  manner,  in  which  the  gentleman 
**clear  over  the  way"  had  done,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state 
what  he  believed  was  the  fact,  that  there  had  been  a  great 
tnisapplication  of  tlie  public  money.  And  siireW,  when  a 
member  of  this  House  has  a  suspicion  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Adminialratton  can  be  conducted  in  a  better  style,  he  has 
a  right  to  advocate  an  inquiry,  and,  although  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  contingent  fund  had,  in  sume  cases,  been 
applied  very  iitproperiy,  he  was  not,  therefore,  going  to 
•ay,  upon  the  first  blush,  that  there  was  corruption  in  the 
Government. 

Mr.  D0R5KY,  after  adverting  to  the  various  model* 
lings  and  rsHnodellings  which  the  original  resolution,  as 
vdl  as  the  amendment,  had  undergone,  and  on  the  neces- 
Mty  of  further  time  for  a  right  understanding  of  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  question  presented,  concluded  a  tew 
preliminary  remarks,  by  offering  the  following  amend- 
ment (going  to  enlarge  the  inquiry)  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  B£AKB.  To  insert,  af^er  tlie  word  created,  these 
words,  <*  if  the  compensation  allowedtothe  Hembetfcan 
be  reduced  condstently  with  the  pubhe  interest." 

Mr.  BLAKE  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  tnodiRca- 
tion  of  bis  own. 

Mr.  DOltSEY  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolation  and 
amendment  upon  the  table,  and  print  tiiem,  bid  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

BIr.  WitlGHT,  of  Ohio,  who  said,  he  had  hoped  not 
again  to  have  asked  the  attention  of  the  House  in  this 
debate.  But  the  irentleman  from  Vit^inta,  [Mr.  Flotd] 
bad  done  him  the  fiivor  to  point  out  several  specificatiiHw 
of  abuses  and  extravagance  in  this  Administration,  in  pur- 
suance <A  his  request  yesterday,  for  which  he  thanked 
him,  and  would  endeavor  to  reply  to  them.  The  gentle- 
man [said  Mr.  W.]  has  set  torth  in  his  specifications  the 
appointment  and  allowance  to  Mr.  King,  as  Charge  at 
London  t  the  allowance  made  to  Mr.  A&ms  while  Min- 
ister to  St.  Fetersburgh  and  at  Ghent  t  and  the  proceed- 
ings in  this  House  the  last  sesaon,  relative  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  land  laws,  and  in  which  I  bad  a  personal  agen. 
you  IV.— 76 


cy.  As  to  the  first :  Our  Minister  to  London  was  taken 
sick,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  return  home.  His 
son  was  Secretary  of  legation  i  not  appointed  by  the  fa^ 
ther,  but  fay  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  no- 
mination of  the  President.  No  complaint  was  made  that 
he  was  not  qualified.  The  undeviating  practice  of  the 
Government  had  been,  when  a  Minister  left  a  Court  to 
which  he  had  been  sent,  before  a  successor  arrived,  to 
leave  some  one  in  chai^  of  our  diplomatic  affairs  i  that 
charge  had,  perhaps,  lUways  been  devolved  upon  the  Se- 
tfrelary  of  Legation,  a  public  offieer  who  had  charge  of 
the  records  and  documents  of  the  mission,  and  supposed 
to  be  familiar  with  the  concerns  of  the  mission.  Hr.  King 
followed  this  custom,  and  left  hia  son,  the  Secretary,  in 
charge  of  our  affairs.  Does  this  furnish  evidence  of  pro* 
fligAcy  and  abuse  in  the  Administration?  lam  not  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  King,  or  his  competency  \  hot  I  can- 
not find  evidence  here  either  of  the  profligacy  of  the  pre- 
sent administration,  or  any  departure  from  the  usual  and 
ordinary  course  of  proceeding  in  such  cases.  !f  the  gen- 
tleman views  this  affair  differently,  why  did  he  not  vote 
with  me  for  the  inquiry,  and  not  vote,  as  he  did  to  lay  it 
on  the  Uble,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  it  f 

I  will  proceed  to  the  second  specffication — the  allotr- 
ance  to  the  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Ghent.  Hie 
gentleman  here  refers  me  to  a  printed  document,  by  page 
and  date,  and  hopes  I  will  not  dispute  the  authority  ;of 
that,  as  it  has  affixed  to  it  the  name  of  John  Quincy  Ad- 
ams. The  document  bears  date  in  1832,  and  specifies 
certain  aHowances  made  before  that  time.  Now.  the 
gentleman  and  I  were  here  together  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  Administration,  and  his  own  memory 
will  show  him  that  this  transiiction  was  of  anterior  date 
to  the  present  Administration,  and  for  services  rendered 
long  before,  and  lie  must  see  that  they  are  nferrible  to  a 
former  Administration,  not  to  this.  I  will  not  delay  to 
examine  the  items,  or  the  propriety  of  the  allowances  in 
the  document ;  but  if  the  gentleman  does  not  know,  I 
will  inform  him,  and  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  do  so,  that 
the  account  referred  to  in  the  document,  was  never  made 
out  in  the  fbrm  there  stated  by  Mr.  Adams  and  wgned  by 
him  t  the  information  on  this  subject  has  heretof(»e  been 
before  this  House.  It  was  made  out  by  some  of  the  clerks 
in  the  offices,  to  conform  to  their  mode  of  settling  accounts^ 
without  the  knowledge  or  sanction  of  We.  Adams,  who 
never  did,  nor  never  would,  present  the  sccount  as  there 
state  J.  Not  only,  sir,  is  this  transaotion  referrible  to  a 
former  Administration,  and  of  anterior  date  to  this,  but  is 
of  anterior  date  to  the  time  limited  in  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and 
supported  now  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  he 
really  desires  to  extend  this  inquiry  back  to  aperiod  em- 
bracing this  transaction;  he  must  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. TIte  time  limited  in  the  rcsolation  is  the  first  of 
January,  1834.  Let  us  go  back  and  have  the  whole  matter 
examined  into.   I  will  cheerftillyjge  with  the  gentleman. 

With  regard  to  the  third  specification — the  printing  of 
the  Land  Laws— in  which  the  gentleman  implicates  me. 
You  have  been  told  that  this  transaction,  which  cost  the 
Government  several  thousand  dollats,  was  got  up  oo  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  when  there  were  but  fetf  mem- 
bers here,  on  my  motion.  The  gentleman  bimsdf  waa 
then,  and  for  some  time  before  had  been,  absent  from  the 
House.  I  see  no  entry  of  leave  having  been  given  trim 
to  absent  himself  fWim  the  service  of  the  House,  thou^ 
he  may  have  obtained  leave.  Why  was  he  absent  from 
his  place  ?  Why  was  he  not  here  attending  to  his  du^, 
guarding  against  these  profligate  expenditures  }  _  I  know 
not.  I  have,  indeed,  seen  in  the  newspapers,  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  willing  to  refer  to,  accounts  of  certain  din- 
ners, and  dinner  speeches  in  Richmond,  about  that  tim^ 
in  wluch  we  are  ttAd  of  certun  **  conibiiiitimi^  bong 
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nearly  completed,  and  amoged  for  effident  opentioo. 
Pertupa  the  gentleman — 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  called  to  order.  He  said  per* 
■oml  renwrks  could  not  be  permitted. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  aaid  be  had  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  impugned  hta  motive^  in  reference  to 
the  TOtenere,  and  he  bad  been  permitted  to  go  on.  He 
only  aought  to  reply. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  he  had  not  ao  understood  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Virginia.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Sir.  I  will  explain  this  printing  trans- 
action, 1  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

[Mr.  WARD  called  the  gentleman  to  order, 
Mr.  WRIGHT  took  bu  seat. 

Mr.  WARD  aaid  he  waa  of  opinion,  when  a  gentleman 
waaproDounced  out  of  order,  be  fbrfeited  bu  right  to 
tbe  floor. 

l*he  SPEAKER  replkd,  he  had  called  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  1o  order,  and  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  deci- 
noni  and  resumed  hia  argument  in  order.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  ww  about  to  resume  but  gave  way  at 
the  rcqueit  of 

The  SPEAKER,  who  rose,  and  addressed  the  House. 
Be  felt,  he  sud,  very  deep  regret  at  tbe  personal  and  un- 
pleasant character  which  the  debate  had  asciimed,  and 
vhicb,  if  continued,  was  calculated  to  have  a  baneful  e^ 
feet  upon  (He  character  and  deliberations  of  the  Houae. 
The  'Sfvakib  certainly  could  have  no  wish  to  restrict  im- 
properly, tbe  freedom  frf  debate.  Be  bad  never  attempt- 
ed it  i  ne  never  ahoald  t  but  at  the  same  time  be  felt  it  a 
duly  tfiat  he  owed  the  House,  the  nation,  and  bimself,  to 
interpose  the  authority  of  the  Chair  in  maioUining  the 
order  and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  in  repressing  person- 
slitiea  and  recriminations,  which  could  produce  no  other 
effect  than  deep  escitement  and  personal  altercations. 
In  tbe  eagerness  of  controversy,  and  the  commotion  or 
debate,  it  via  often  very  difficult  for  the  Chair  to  inter- 
pose auccesrfully  its  authority  in  preserving  order,  and 
filiating  debate  ;  in  cases  of  great  or  unusual  excitement, 
it  coUH  never  be  done,  without  the  most  prompt  and  vi- 
gorous  co-operation  of  the  Hosse.  In  making  these  re- 
marks, the  Chair  intended  no  allusion  to  any  particular 
member  of  the  House.  He  had  risen  to  Impreas  upon 
the  House  tiie  neeeaailr  of  enforcing  order,  and  sustain- 
ing tbe  Chair,^  and  to  intteat  gentlemen,  who  might  be 
disposed  to  mingle  in  the  debate,  to  refrain  from  personal 
ud  recriminating  remarks  towards  each  other,  and  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  I  trust  I  should  be  one  of  the 
but  men  in  tbe  House  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  Houae. 
I  perfectly  accord  with  the  view  of  the  Ctuiir.  I  certainly 
have  to  thank  the  gentlemen  from  New-York  for  his  en- 
deavora  to  keep  me  in  order.  Just  before  the  close  of 
the  sesnon,  the  resolution  for  printing  the  Land  Laws, 
with  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  lasBiJi]  passed.  I  was  in  the  House,  endeavoring 
to  attend  to  my  duty  t  but  the  first  intimation  1  had  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  I  obtained  in  the  morning 
papers.  Having  had  occasion,  portly  before,  to  exam- 
ine the  Joint  Resolution  of  1819,  which  had  tbe  effect  of 
■  law,  which  any  gentleman  curious  to  look  at  it  will  find 
in  the  6th  volume  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United  States,  page 
<M4, 1  supposed  the  Huuse  had  inadvertently  adopted  the 
resolutio:i.  Acting  under  that  impression,  1  doubted  if — 
no,  sir,  I  knew — that  this  House  could  not  repeal  a  law  of 
the  Uwted  Statea.  When  I  made  tbe  motion,  and  stated 
tlie  objectimh  that  tbe  teiolntion  contravened  tbe  joint 
Rfolution,  thtt  Houae  unanimously  rescinded  that  part  of 
the  reaolution.  What  should  have  been  done  '  The 
House  bad  inadvertently  committed  an  error.  It  was  my 
duty,  apprised  of  it,  to  inform  tbe  House.  I  did  not  ne- 
glect that  duty.   But,  At,  tfae  constniution  upon  which 


I  acted,' and  which  the  House  confirmed,  has  anoSier 
sanction,  which  I  hope  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  will 
admit  «9  authority.  Another  deliberative  body  in  ano- 
ther part  of  this  building,  resolved  to  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  a  printer  to  the  body.  Several  ballotings  took 
place,  and  an  adjournment  took  place,  with  the  declara- 
tion c^Ihe  body  that  no  choice  had  been  made.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress,  that  body  de- 
termined tbe  construction  of  tbe  joint  reaolution  as  ( 
have  done,  though  1  think  with  less  forcible  applicatioa 
to  that  case,  than  in  tbe  case  in  tbis  House-  Uader  that 
construction,  it  waa  determined  that  an  election  of  Prin- 
ter was  made  last  winter,  notwitbaUnding  the  aepatate 
resolution  of  that  body,  which  waa  declared  a  nullity,  li 
is  by  virtue  of  this  construction  the  Printer  of  that  body 
now  holds  bis  office.  Sir,  if  tbe  resolution  apecified  by 
tbe  gentleman  were  not  so  aeoounted  ftv,  1  mh  nnabla  te 
see  bow  it  could  be  l»ought  forward  a*  a  chaxK«  agtin« 
this  Administration.  I  have  *o  learn  bow  tfae  Prr«. 
dent  and  hta  Cabinet  can  be  chargeable  witli  a  unanimoas 
resolution  of  this  House.  If  it  evidences  profiigacy  and 
eitravagance,  it  is  in  us.  We  should  be  content  to  besv 
the  stigma,  and  set  on  foot  a  reform  here. 

Mr.  SWIGHT  said,  he  would  occupy  the  attenbon  rf 
tbe  House  but  for  a  very  brief  aiace  \  he  knew  tb«r  im- 
patience, and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  ahouid  nat 
have  riaen  at  all,  but  in  consequence  of  tbe  very  extraor- 
dinary conclusiona  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Vimnb, 
(Mr.  pLoro]  from  the  document  which  he  now  held  im 
his  hand.  Now,  sir.  Mud  Mr.  D.  I  draw  from  the  evi- 
dence (and  have  do  dovbt  tbe  Houae  wiU  do  an)  a  cm- 
elusion  directly  the  reverse  rftbaiof  the  gcntlemaafron 
Virginia.  He  has  slated  that  large  and  umisual 
cea  were  made  to,  and  accepted  by^  the  present  Cfwef 
Magistrate,  for  his  servicea  while  representing  thb  coon- 
try  abroad.  Since  the  gentleman  aat  down,  he  had  n* 
his  eye  over  the  paper  alluded  to,  and  could  asaure  the 
Houae  that  the  document  out  of  whicli  tbe 
made,  contuned  in  ilself  a  most  ample  refiilation  of  that 
charge.  By  a  comparison  of  the  paymenU  to  Ifr.  Adams 
with  tiiose  made  to  many,  and  lie  believed  •Boar  Mm* 
tera  in  Europe,  it  irould  appear  that,  so  &r  from  tbe  a*- 
lowances  made  to  the  former  being  unusual,  they  ha\< 
in  no  insUnce  exceeded,  and  in  many  have  faUcn  riwrt, 
of  allowances  under  similar  circumstances,  and  for  a  p» 
portionate  length  of  time,  to  our  Ministers,  under  differ- 
ent Administrationa.  How,  indeed,  coutd  it  beothersoe' 
The  House  would  recollect  that  the  salariea  of  PubEc 
Ministers,  like  all  other  aalaries.  had  been  long  niKC  re- 
guhited  by  a  law  of  Congress,  and  the  diwretioa  vested 
by  that  hiw  in  the  Preudent,  in  regard  to  the  outfit,  ™ 
expressly  limited  in  amount  to  a  sum  not  exceetlii^a 
year's  salary.  The  charge,  then,  touches  not  only  the 
person  who  it  wpiMaed  to  have  received,  but  tbe  dis- 
bursing officers  of  Mr.MaiUson's  Govemment,under  wbose 
Administration  the  money  must  have  been  paid  out,  aai 
he  appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman  to  oocrcct 
an  error  bo  injurious  to  all  afiTected  by  it. 

He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments^  to  the  grounds  of  tfae  comparison  he  had^ 
hided  to : 

It  will  be  seen  by  tbe  Document 

Mr.  Barlow  received,  for  a  little  more  than  a 
year  and  a  half  in  France,  #  53,000 

Mr.  Monroe,  fnraboutfiveyears^  at  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  81,fir9 

Mr.  Gallatin,  for  about  wa.  years,  in  France 
and  at  Ghent,  M»I1« 

Mr.  Pinkney,  at  Great  Britain,  Ittuana,  and 
the  two  Sicilies,  about  seven  years,  109,G£1 

Mr.  Adams,  at  Russia,  Ghent,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, from  1809  to  1817,  about  8  yean,  received  119,9U 

Tbis  calculattoo  escludes  Mr.  Adams's  BiissiaD  to  Pnr 
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in  1801,  for  which  he  received  ^,110,  «n  amount 
rhich  would  in^rense  the  aggregate  sum  paid  to  \]\ni, 
nuch  leu  than  (lie  mission  increased  the  time  occupied, 
ind  the  moneys  disbursed  in  the  public  service.  1'lie  al- 
owancea  to  our  Foreigrn  Uinisters  may  appear  to  some 
^ntlemen  to  be  too  Jarge,  but  they  o^ight,  in  vindication 
if  the  poli^  of  the  law  under  which  those  allowances 
ire  made,  to  recollect,  that  it  is  a  service  of  the  highest 
:onfidence,  requiring  the  most  distinguished  talent  of  our 
iountry,  and  tliat  the  Courts  of  Europe,  to  which  they 
ire  sent,  Iwve  none  of  the  Republican  simplicity  and  eco* 
lomy  of  our  own.  Their  allowance*  to  their  Ministers 
ire  in  all  inatanees  greater,  and  In  some,  treble  and  quad, 
■uple  ours.  It  had  become  proverbial,  that  no  Minister 
»f  ours  could  live  in  Europe,  without  trenching  upcn  his 
iwn  funds.  The  account,  then,  thouf^  large,  is  not  one 
tf  moneys  paid  to  enrich  the  individual,  but  of  moneys 
upended  by  him  in  the  public  tervice,  and  he  was  per- 
mtuled  that  not  a  dollar  of  it  haa  remained  in  his  private 
soffers. 

The  gendeman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Waiesr]  had  alluded 
t>,  but  had  not  specified  a  mistake  in  the  document.  It 
ras  in  the  computation  of  the  time  at  Russia,  extending 
t  to  1815.  This,  he  presumed,  was  a  mere  error  of  the 
>re93,  S9  it  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Adams  was  trans- 
erred  to  Gottenburgf  and  subaequently  to  (^lent,  in  the 
Spring  of  1813. 

By  mspecting  the  recapitulation  on  the  last  leaf  of  the 
locument,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  error  doei  not  come 
nto,  or  afl'ect  the  aggregate  auin  which  he  had  previoHdy 
lamed. 

{Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

HOITDAT,  jAirDABT  38,  1838.' 

»e:i*renchhbnt. 

When  the  House  adjourned  on  Saturday,  a  motion  bad 
teen  made  by  Mr.  Uoasar,  to  lay  the  resolutions  of 
4r.  Chiltoit,  together  with  the  amendment  thereto, 
>n  the  table  ;  and,  on  that  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 
lad  been  ordered.  But,  on  the  opening  of  the  debate 
ills  morning,  before  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  Mr. 
)drset  withdrew  ha  motion ,  and  the  question  then 
^curring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Blaki — 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  uf  Kentucky,  said,  that,  when  the  ori. 
final  resolution  was  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
louse,  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  vote,  and,  indeed, 
mxious  to  do  so  without  any  discussion.  Even  after  his 
lolleague  [Mr.  Chiltob]  had  explained  the  motives  by 
vhicli  he  professed  to  be  influenced  in  its  introduction, 
ind  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  he  should  have  pursued 
he  same  course.  It  required  no  great  foresight  to  anti- 
»pate  the  course  which  the  argument,  if  persisted  in, 
voiild  take,  and  the  great  difRcuIty  there  would  be  in  dr< 
runiscribing  it  within  its  proper  limits.  It  was  apparent, 
hat  it  could  not  lead  to  any  valuable  result.  I  was  un* 
rilling  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  , see  this  Hall  converted  into  a 
heaire  for  crimination  and  recrimination  ;  for  that 
■ourse  of  bitter  invective,  a^d  unmeasured  abuse  of  pub* 
ic  men  and  nfeasures  to  which  the  debate  had  already 
ed,  ana  with  which  the  newspapers  have  been  filled  for 
he  iwQ  or  three  last  years.  Such  a  course,  sir,  should  al^ 
fays  be  avoided,  and,  more  especially,  in  the  Congress 
f  the  United  States — where,  if  there  be  dignity  in  dellb- 
ration  to  be  expected  in  any  legislative  body  on  earth, 
l  mie^it  be  hoped  to  be  found.  In  the  few  observations 
rhich  1  sliall  submit,  it  is  ray  intention  to  make  no  remark 
»tculated  to  oHend,  or  to  give  rise  to  ill  feelings.  They 
hall  be  confined  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution, 
:xcept  BO  far  as  is  deemed  proper  to  depart,  for  the  pur- 
lose  of  answering  insinuations  thrown  out,  or  charges 
lade  agunst  the  present  Administration.  In  doing  that, 
owever,  I  shall  not  so  unnecessarily  consume  the  time  Of 
he  Uouse  u  ,to  answer  each  separately,  it  vtmU  be 


considered  as  an  insult  to  enter  into  a  labored  argument 
in  explanation  of  tliis  stale  matter,  about  a  billiard  table, 
balls,  cues,  and  chessmen.  Nor,  sir,  is  it  at  all  important 
to  inquire  bow  many  copies  of  the  Viiginia  Address  have 
been  sent  by  gentlemen  of  this  House 'to  Uieir  eonstilu- 
ents.  It  has  never  been  my  practice,  and  it  never  shall 
be,  to  enter  the  folding  room,  as  it  is  termed,  to  ascer* 
tain  wliat  papers  or  documents  have  been  franked,  and 
forwarded  to  different  States,  by  this  or  that  gentlemsJ*. 
They  send  such  only,  it  is  presumed,  as  it  is  believed  will 
be  acceptable  to  their  constituents,  and  calculated  to  tth 
lighten  the  public  mind.  It  forms,  in  my  opimon,  no 
ground  for  censure ;  and,  if  it  did,  an  ample  set-off  would 
be  found  in  the  fitct,  related  to  me  a  few  minutes  since, 
that  at  least  an'equal  number  of  copies  of  a  pamphlet,  pur. 
porting  to  be  an  cxpowtion  ofthe  principles  of  the  Adams 
Family,  have,  in  the  same  manner,  been  forwarded  by 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Oppo«tion  party,  to  their  consti- 
tuents. Nor,  sir,  shall  I  put  myself  to  the  trouble  ol 
making,  or  you  the  pain  of  listening  to,  a  tedkiw  deftnee 
ofthe  conduct  ofthe  President,  in  relation  to  we  charge 
made  against  him,  of  receiving  a  large  «i™  w  ni«i^, 
for  his  services  as  a  Mnister,  many  years  ago  i  or  of  hu 
nomination  of  Mr.  King,  as  our  Minister  PTenipotentiary 
to  England  j  or  of  the  fact  of  Mr.  King's  having  left  hu 
son  there,  as  a  Charge  d'Affaires,  on  his  rewgnatioa  t  or 
of  the  money  paid  to  Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia.  After 
the  ftcts  are  established,  and  they  nre  not  denied,  in  what 
consisU  the  impropriety  of  conduct  in  either  of  those  af- 
fairs }  In  the  reception  of  the  money  alluded  to,  for  ser- 
vices, as  a  Minister,  did  Mr.  Adams  receive  more  tiian 
others  have  received  for  similar  services  ?  It  cann<A  be 
pretended  that  he  did.  And,  if  he  had,  he  had  not  the 
control  of  the  office  in  which  those  accounts  were  settlM. 
If  there  be  any  thing  wrong  in  tiiat  afiUr,  others  would 
be  suspected,  whose  integrity  is  as  far  above  su^ioon, 
as  even  that  of  the  President  himself.  The  nomination 
of  young  Mr.{King.  to  act  as  a  Chai^d  d*  Affaires,  tempora- 
rily, was  in  strict  accordance  with  the  practice  uniformly 
pursued,  under  previous  Administrations,  by  others  mm- 
ilarly  situated,  and  which  was  never,  1  believe,  on  any 
former  occasion,  complained  of.  The  charge  of  impro- 
priety respecting  the  money  received  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
will  be  found  to  be  utterly  without  foundation,  whenever 
the  facu  relating  to  it  shall  be  investigated.  But  these 
matters  appear  to  roe  to  be  entirely  irrelevant  in  tills  de- 
bate. If,  however,  they  must  be  inquired  mlo,  let  us 
have  the  proof,  before  a  sentence  of^  condemnation  be 
pronounced.  I'he  People  ofthe  UnitedStates  have  too 
high  a  sense  of  the  sacred  principles  of  justicf^-~there  is 
too  much  intelRgence  among  tliem  to  permit  our  Chief 
Executive  Magistrate  to  fall  a  victim  to  unfounded  sus- 
picion and  Idle  insinuation.  When  crimes  are  imputed, 
or  charges  of  improper  conduct  made,  they  will  inquire 
when,  where,  how,  were  they  perpetrated  ?  It  is  easy 
to  accuse  t  in  these  times  of  higii  party  feeling,  we  isust 
expect  iti  but  nothing  abort  of  proof  will  satisfy  us. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  only  willing,  but  anxious 
that  cvety  ground  of  complaint  shall  be  thoroughly  ex- 
amined. When  tliat  shall  be  done,  tliis  Admiiustration 
shall  have  no  cause  to  blush.  They  need  not  dread  the 
judgment  of  a  magnanimous  public,  dispassionately  pro- 
nounced. Indeed,  it  should  be  matter  of  great  conso- 
lation to  them  that  this  inquiry  has  been  instituted. 
They  have  much  more  to  apprehend  from  the  abandon* 
ment     it.  * 

A  few  words  Ih  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  FLoTvJas  to  the  style  of  dress 
prescribed  for  our  Ministers  at  foreign  CourU,  and  the 
expense  incurred.  That  gentleman  is  surely  misin- 
formed, if  he  supposes  that  tlie  Government  lias  to  bear 
any  portion  of  thrt  expense.  It  is  taken  from  the  pockets 
of  the  UiniMerb  The  rule  alluded  t<^  moreorcr,  «o  &v 
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from  increaring  the  splendor  of  their  appearance,  and  ad- 
ding to  the  magnificence  of  the  gorgeous  apparel,  for< 
meny  uaed  on  such  occasions,  was  adopted  fur  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  diminishing  the  expense,  and  bringing 
it  more  within  the  limits  of  republican  simplicity.  I  have 
now  done  with,  this  part  of  the  catalogue  of  charges, 
thrown  together  without  order  or  method,  and  prepared 
wthoutthe  shadow  ofproof,  making,  altogether,  the  most 
ludicrous  pontieal  liodge*podge  ttwt  was  eve^  offered  to 
the  amusenient  of  any  grave  deliberative  body,  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  Let  me  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  resolutions  and  the  remarks  of  my  colleague, 
[Ur-  Cbiltor]  in  explnnation  of  them. 

I  have  said  that^.when  offered,  I  was  prepared  at  once, 
and  \rilling  to  aid  the  proposed  inquiry.   Yet,  candor 
compels  me  to  declaK*  that  such  a  vote  would  not  have 
been  founded  on  any  belief,  or  even  suspicion,  that  tliere 
were  Mch  abuses  as  those  pointed  out.    They  may  be  : 
if  so,  thej*  are  not  within  my  knowledge.    As  a  friend  of 
tbe  Admmistration,  there  was  no  option  allowed  me,  as 
to  my  vote.   We  occupy  an  entirely  different  altitude 
firom  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition.    If  they  will  exhibit 
aCGUs^ion^  and  get  up  debates,  however  useless,  by 
wUcb  tlut  time  is  consumed  which  should  be  devoted  to 
important  business,  it  is  not  our  fault.    Situated  as  we 
are,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  we  would 
refuse  to  meet  them.    What  was  the  resolution,  in  sub- 
ttance,  a«  uiiginally  offered  i   That  the  national  debt 
should  be  speedily  pud  off  {  that,  to  effectuate  this,  a 
general  retrenchment  of  public  expenditures  should  be 
resorted  to  ;  that  tht  number  of  ofncers  employed  in  the 
public  service  should  be  lessened,  and  the  salaries  of 
those  retained,  diminished.    In  support  of  this,  it  waa 
said  by  tlie  mover,  that  there  were  sinecure  offices ,  that 
we  bad  departed  from  the  republican  simphcity  of  our 
ancestoB  {  that  the  public  money  had  been  uselessly 
squandered,  Sic.    Now,  sir,  whilst  r  admit  that  the  pub- 
lic debt  ought  to  be  discharged  ut  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  without  detriment  to  other  great  national  in. 
terests  I  and  whilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  investigation  of 
the  alleged  prodigality,  I  neither  sanction  it  as  correct,  or 
concur  m  the  gentleman's  argument.    Af^er  all  that  was 
said  by  him,  in  general  terms,  about  profusion,  national 
bankruptcy,  &c.  what  were  his  specifications  i  That  the 
•ervicea  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  might  be  dispensed  with, 
(he  occauon  for  which  that  ofKce  was  created  having  long 
nnce  passed  >iway.    That  our  tables  were  every  morning 
piled  with  useless  documents,  and  reports  aii  lon^  as  the 
moral  law.    Whilst  lie  seemed  to  imagine  that,  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  South  and  the  North  **  rocked  in  the 
cradle  of  ease  and  luxury,"  this  would  be  considered  as 
a  natter  of  little  moment,  in  the  West  tliere  was  but  one 
voice  concemini;  it.  Whatever,  sir,  there  may  be  of  pro- 
digality of  public  money  in  this  matter,  it  savors  more  of 
any  thing  else  than  luxurj'.  But,  if  the  gentleman  so  esti- 
mates it,Tet  me  assure  liim,that,  throughout  the  session,  he 
will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  bis  appetite  in  all  the 
luxury  of  a  most  delectable  variety.  Ueports,  and  tlte  testi- 
mony upon  which  they  are  founded,  must  be  printed  and 
laid  before  us,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
claims  as  are  presented  to  Congress.,  They  arc  cases  in 
which  redress  can  be  obtained,  and  justice  done  no 
where  else.    Many  of  them  are  for  very  large  amounts  of 
money  or  property.    In  such  cases,  are  we  to  act  blind- 
fUded,  and  attempt  to  dispense  justice  at  hap-bazard  ? 
Stirely  not  If,  in  any  particular  case,  any  gentleman  be- 
lieves that  it  would  be  useless  or  improper  to  print  them, 
'  when  the  motion  is  made  to  have  tliem  printed  is  the 
time  to  oppose  it. 

The  selection  of  the  FiAh  Au^tor,  as  an  officer  whose 
services  might  be  safely  dispensed  with,  was,  perhaps,  a^ 
unfortunate  as  could  have  been  made.  My  colleague 
was  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsj-tvania,  [Mr. 
Bvcuv^j  tha^  so  fir  from  tbe  correctness  of  the  sup- 


position, that  the  occasion,  for  which  that  officer  waa  ap> 
pointed  had  passed  away,  his  duties,  uithin  tbe  last  two 
or  tliree  years,  had  doubled  ;  and,  indeed,  even  b^ 
whilst  giving  this  information,  waa  btouelf  infui mm.il  vt 
other  important  and  arduous  duties^  in  relation  to  all  tbe 
contracts  for  light-houses,  which  of  late  yean  have  d^ 
volved  on  that  officer.  What,  then,  was  tbe  course  par- 
sued  by  my  colleague  ?  He  enters  tbia  Hall  tbe  next 
morning,  and  informs  us  that,  of  tbe  officets  wheae  ser- 
vices, in  hia  opinion,  could  be  dispensed  with,  be  would 
name,  as  honorable  exceptions,  the  Third  Auditor,  tbe 
Fif\h  Auditor,  and  the  Postmaster  General.  And,  kat 
his  meaning  nright  be  miatalcen*  it  was  repeated  bbk 
than  once. 

Yet,  he  thought  that  loaie  of  the  Aiiditore  vem  anaa* 
cessary,  but  be  could  not  say  cert»n1y  which.  Some  eee 
of  them  must  go  to  the  wall.  -  To  use  a  V^eatem  pbisKr 
to  take  the  scalp  of  an  Auditor  seemed  to  have  twcn  de- 
termined upon,  and  it  must  be  had  t  no  matter  which,  so 
that  vou  touch  not  the  Third,  nor  the  Fifth.  Sir,  wfaee- 
ever  it  can  be  shown  that  any  aS  them  are  us^ess  ^  ikat 
he  is  receiving  a  high  salary,  oi  even  a  low  aalaiy,  wkl^ 
out  performing  essential  services,  I  shall  heartily  co<f>pe- 
rate  with  my  colleague  in  voting  that  the  office  be  a^ 
lished. 

His  opinions  upon  tlie  subject  of  tbe  additions  to  oar 
revenue,  derived  from  the  aide  of  public  lands,  were  ut 
less  amusing.  I^  said  be,  we  can  barely  wade  now, 
alt  that  source  of  revenue  what  are  we  to  do  wtiea  that 
shall  be  entirely  cut  off  I  Yet,  afterwards,  in  reply  ta  tfce 
gentleman  fi-om  Maryland  [Mr-  Bamtsx]  so  far  frooi  coe- 
udering  it  as  a  source  of  revenue,  I  understand  him  toa^ 
that  they  brought  the  Government  in  debt — tbat  the 
amount  annually  expended  upon  them  exceeded,  that 
which  was  received  from  their  sales. 

[Mr.  CHILTON  rose  to  explain.  His  coOeagoe  had 
:  misunderstood  him,  both  in  relation  to  that  and  in  divem 
other  points.  He  had  represented  him  as  having  psrtK 
cularized,  in  his  speech  on  introducing  the  resMutkn*, 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  an  officer  who  ought  to  be  discon- 
tinued. It  was  true,  that,  in  bis  remarks,  as  reported,  be 
was  made  to  sa>  this.  But  he  bad  a  distinct  reeolfacDsn 
tliut  lie  liad  spoken  only  of  the  Auditors  in  genersL  The 
gentleman  had  also  misunderstood  him  as  to  what  he 
had  said  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
BABasT.]  1  did  not  say  that  the  expenditure*  on  va 
public  lands  were  a  source  of  nett  revenue  to  the  natioa  ; 
but  tliat  an  annual  appropriation  was  asked  for  and  wm 
made,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  those  lands,  and  that 
this  expense  prevented  tliem  from  being  looked  to  as  a 
ksliiig  source  of  revenue.  I  am  certainly  under  obS^ 
tion  to  the  gentleman,  forthe  remark  that  my  piopoititiaa 
contained  a  political  hodge-podge— 

The  SP&AKBR  here  cdled  Me.  Cmvfs  to  cvitn 
saying  that  tbe  remark  bad  nut  been  directed  penooiMy 
to  him. 

Mr.  CHILTON  then,  after  expressing  his  hope  Unt 
what  he  had  said  would  be  distinctly  understood  by  tbs 
House,  took  his  seat.] 

Mr.  BUCKNEK  proceeded.  I  was  pleased,  nr,  tc  d- 
ford  to  my  colleague  on  opportunity  of  making  hbei* 
plaiiHtion.  I  repeated  the  substance  of  his  remarks,  ai 
reported  botli  by  the  Intelligencer  and  tbe  Journal ;  sad 
had,  therefore,  reason  to  believe  tbat  the  remarks  hid 
been  accurately  reported. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  sud,  duriK  thta  debate, thst, 
although'  the  doctrine  tbat  a  niAionaldebt  la  a  luAinal 
blessing,  has  not  been  openly  avowed,  it  lud  been  stroag* 
ly  hinted  at :  and  we  are  told,  also,  that  the  dodrias 
was  I>ecomii)g  fiishionable,  tliat  we  are  paying  off  the  N»> 
tionul  Debt  too  rapidly.  Sir,  if  it  be  the  ftahionable  doe- 
trine,  I  have  not  heard  it,  nor  is  if  my  doctrine.  It  is  art 
the  doctrine  of  this  administration.  So  Sax  from  it,  cvciy 
effort  has  been  made  to  diminish  that  debt  as  rapidly  si 
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poaaible-  May  I  not  rely  with  confidence  in  iupport  of 
this  usertion,  upon  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  PennsylTania,  [Hr.  Bdcbasih]  who  acknowledged 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  &irly  Rpplied  to  the  pur- 
uoae  for  wliich  it  vas  created,  and  that  the  debt  is  rapid- 
1/  diminishing  >  My  opinion  is,  that  every  consideration 
of  tiue  policy,  of  public  good,  requires  its  speedy  extln- 
guiriiinent.  But  I  am  not  witUng  to  admit,  that  the  only 
mode  of  effecting  that  mot.t  desirable  object,  is,  by  dimin- 
iihiog  the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and  lessening  the  salaries  of  otliers. 
We  have  resources  which  may  be  safely  and  confidently 
relied  upon,  and  which,  if  not  mismanaged,  will,  in  a  few 
years  mare,  prove  effectual.  We  have  heard  much  said, 
within  a  year  or  two,  about  direct  taxes.  It  was  said  by 
another  colleague  of  mine,  [Ur.  Dakibl]  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  woollen  goods  would  operate  as  a  duty  on 
their  importation,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be, 
that  we  must  resort  to  direct  taxes.  This  is  not  the  first 
time,  nr,  that  we  have  heard  those  evil  predictions. 
When  the  Tariff  Bill  of  1834  was  under  consideration, 
this  Hal)  resounded  with  similar  prophecies.  The  time 
has  rolled  on  {  nearly  four  years  have  ehpsed  i  we  still 
hev  the  same  dechration  repeated,  but  have  experienc- 
ed no  necesnty  of  raising  revenue  by  direct  taxation.  So 
hr  from  tlut  is  the  fact,  that,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  administration,  in  little  more  than  three 
years,  about  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  about  twen- 
ly-three  millions  have  gone  towards  the  extinguishment 
of  the  prindpaL  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that, 
whilat  this  reduction  has  been  effected,  all  the  proper  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  have  been  met.  Our  foreign 
intercourse  has  been  kept  up,  extensive  preparations 
made  for  such  internal  improvements  as  may  be  consider- 
ed of  national  importance  ;  large  amounts  for  stock  in 
various  associations,  for  the  completion  of  such  objects  t 
•nd  in  one  instance,  even  in  the  ancient  dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, have  been  subscribed  by  the  General  Government. 
Our  Army  has  been  kept  up,  and  our  Navy  increased- 
Not  a  single  important  interest  has  been  neglected  ;  and 
yet  we  have  no  direct  taxes.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
prospect  o^  our  being  compelled  to  submit  to  such  an 
evil  1  unless,  indeed,  despiung  the  wisdom  of  the  coun- 
sel* by  which  we  have  been  hitherto  led,  we  subject  all 
to  the  hazard  <^  some  dangerous  experiment.  If,  then, 
it  be  asked,  why  vote  for  an  examination  into  supposed 
abuses,  where  none  exist,  my  answer  has  already  been 
given.  No  good  can  grow  out  of  the  inquiry,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  a  diminution  of  unnecessary  expenditure. 
The  Churman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  «nd  Means, 
[Mr.  MoDonn]  whose  opinions  on  the  subject  are  cer- 
Utnly  entitled  to  great  weight,  lias  said,  "  that  the  true 
mode  of  effecting  reforms,  really  and  extensively  bene- 
ficial to  the  country,  is  not  by  lopping  off  public  officers 
with  an  undiscriminating  hand,  and  curtailing  salaries 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  importance  of  die  duties  for 
which  they  are  paid."  He  has,  moreover,  said,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  officers  under  this  Government, 
Mid  their  salaries,  the  present  administration  cannot  be 
fiuriy  made  responsible,  but  to  a  very  small  extent  He 
asks  (I  do  not  give  his  precise  words)  why  we  beg^n  the 
inquiry  where  there  is  nothing  wrong,  and  therefat  e-  no- 
thing to  rectify  ? 

Yet,  sir,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  censure  the  gen- 
tleman who  introduced  Uie  resolutions.  He  did  so,  no 
doubt,  under  honest  convictiona  of  their  propriety — he 
had  aeen  these  charges  of  extravagance,  of^ comiption  in 
the  disbursements  ot  public  money,  repeated  so  frequent- 
ly, in  a  thousand  different  shapes,  in  the  newspapers,  by 
Editors  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  from  some 
of  high  standing,  down  to  the  curs  of  the  very  lowest  de- 
gree, until  be  began  to  believe  Uiere  must  be  some  truth 


in  it    However  zealous  «  nnn  may  be  in  his  pursuit  of 

truth,  even  falsehoods  may  be  repeated  in  his  hearing  so 
firequently  and  confidently,  tbat  at  last  they  are  received 
as  truths,  'May  1  not  now  be  allowed  to  indulge  the  hope, 
that  my  collei^ue  has  become  satisfied,  tbat  he  entertam- 
ed  most  erroneous  conceptions  of  these  matters  ?  Else, 
why  has  he  so  entirely  abandoned  his  original  resolution  f 
Sinecure  offices,  high  salaries  of  officers,  the  unnecessary 
number  of  them  {  the  high  per  diem  allowance  to  mem- 
bers, seem  to  have  been  forgotten,  and  we  are  now  itt- 
vited  to  inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  ap- 
propriated for  Foreign  intercourse  and  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  ^Executive  Departownts,  has  been 
applied  since  1834 — ^yes,  nr,  unce  1824.  Tliere  lies  the 
secret.  All  errors,  if  any,  committed  before  that  period, 
are  not  worth  investigation.  They  would  shed  no  valusi- 
hie  light  on  the  subject.  The  occurrence  has  passed  by, 
and  is  no  longer  of  any  moment  it  would  be  of  no  ser* 
vice  in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  any  change  in  the  law 
on  the  subject.  Very  well,  let  the  inquiry  be  so  hmited. 
I  am  willing  to  go  back  as  far  as  they  please  t  to  com* 
mence,  and  to  stop,  where  they  please.  Should  there 
be  any  thing  wrong  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
this  Nation,  by  this  Administration,  let  it  he  made  ap- 
pear. If  it  be  an  error  of  the  head,  a  magnanimous  and 
generous  public  will  scorn  to  punish  ;  if  it  proceed  from 
corruption,  it  will  show  that  they  ought  no  longer  to  be 
tnisted.  When  proof  of  this  is  produced,  none  will  be 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronoimce  a  verdiqt  of  guilty. 
But  idle  Buspidon,  and  worse  than  idle  rumour,  shall 
never  influence  my  judgment. 

I  will  now,  Hr.  Speaker,  turn  my  attention  to  some  re- 
marks made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rait- 
noLPB.]  He  expresses  great  anxiety  that  the  House 
should  ^et  rid  of  this  matter.  I  have  already  expi-essed 
my  willingness  to  do  so ;  and  tlie  reasons  wJitch  prevent* 
ed  me  from  giving  my  vote  with  that  view.  We  have 
heard  something  about  the  difficulty  encountered  in  e£- 
fecting  concert  of  action  among  those  with  whom  he  is 

[lolitically  associated,  whilst  the  opposite  party  take  no 
eap  in  the  dark.  His  words,  I  believe,  were,  that  '*I 
see  one  of  the  parties,  with  the  very  great  man  to  whom 
he  before  alluded,  perfectly  willing,  no  doubt,  to  throw 
upon  us  the  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here,  sit- 
ting perfectly  still,  steadfast,  silent,  and  demure,  bring- 
ing forward  no  proposition  whatever  f  I  ace  the  other 
party  throwing  ,out  proposition  after  proposition.  'I'he 
opposite  party  never  commits  itself,  until  after  a  night's 
reflection."  If  these  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to 
the  case  which  the  gentleman  was  discusw.ig,  I  must  re- 
mark tbat  he  has  certainly  not  attended  to^  or  tliat  he  has 
forgotten  the  manner  iu  which  the  resolutions  have  so  Eir 
progressed.  Does  not  tluit  gentleman  know,  that,  when 
they  were  first  offered,  and  the  gentlentan  who  introduo* 
ed  them  had  given  his  views  on  the  subject,  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  immediately  announced  to  the  House,  that  the 
period  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  resolutions  had 
expired  |  and  that  we  were  then  to  commence  upon 
other  business  i  And  so  immediately  af\er  the  gentle- 
man who  had  been  speaking  had  takttn  his  seat,  was  this 
annunciation  made,  that  some  of  the  reporters  ran  into  a 
mistake,  in  supposing  that  he  had  not  concluded  his  re- 
marks. What  opportunity,  then,  had  the  friends  of  tlie 
Administration  to  express  either  their  views  on  the  reso- 
lutions, or  to  vote  for  them  i  I  will  not  say  that  there 
has  been  an^  anxiety  on  the  side  of  either  party,  as  a 
party,  to  avoid  the  proposed  inquiry.  Yet,  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  [Mr.  Rihdolpb]  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  the 
avowed  design  of  disposing  of  it  for  this  session,  forty- 
seven  only  voting  for  it,  and  of  tbat  number,  (I  believe 
only  six  Administration  members)  would  afford  a  better 
'  pretence     cturgiog  tbem  with  such  a  design.  There 
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liowerer,  no  fuch  cliarge  made.  Candor  would  not 
justify  it.  They  actedt  no  doubt,  rrom  honest  convic- 
tions of  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  they  pursued- 
We  were  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  [Mr.  Kawdkus] 
tliat  he  would  oppose  any  and  every  party  who  would  im- 
pose on  this  country  any  man  as  its  Chief  Hagiatrate,  be- 
tides  bim  who  receives  the  greatest  number  ofits  votes'  Is 
our  Constitution  then  a  dead  letter?  Can  a  man  consden- 
tiously  discharge  a  duty  devolving  on  him  in  the  election 
of  a  President,  violating  neither  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
that  sacred  inatnimenti  and  yet  be  subjected  to  censure  ? 
That  must  be  the  gentleman's  opinion  :  for  no  man  elect- 
ed by  Congress*  can  have  received  a  majority  <^  the  votes 
of  the  People  t  otherwise,  the  election  would  not  have 
■devolved  on  Congress.  I  was  truly  surpHsed  to  hearsuch 
sentiments  avowed  ;  and  the  more  especially,  as  coming 
from  such  a  quarter.  When,  on  the  last  election  of  I're- 
sldent,  that  matter  was  before  Congress,  I  understood,  and 
still  understand,  that  every  m^ber  from  Virginia  voted 
for  Mr.  Crawfon),  except  two,  of  which  two  the  gentle- 
man [Ur.  RuooirB]  was  not  one.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  he  did  not  vote  for  one  man,  and  wish  another  to  be 
elected.  He  was  in  earnest  as  to  the  vote  which  he  gave, 
and  was,  no  doubt,  anxious  for  Mr.  Crawfnnl's  election. 
And  yet,  according  to  his  present  declarations,  he  would 
then  have  imposed  on  this  country,  a  man,  as  its  Chief 
Mocislrate,  who  had  not  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
of  the  People «  yes,  and  would  now,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, had  he  been  elected,  been  found  opposed  to  his 
administration,  fur  that  reason  only,  if  not  for  other  rea- 
sons. 

He  ecems  to  labor  under  a  conviction,  that,  under  this 
Administration,  there  is  much  to  censure,  and  great 
abuses  to  correct ;  but  he  will  not  work  like  a  galley- 
slave  at  the  osr,  wlien  the  helmsman  who  steers  the  ship 
can,  at  any  time  Ue  pleases,  run  it  on  a  shoal.  And  is  this 
his  course/  Is  this  coirect  doctrine — thai  a  member  of 
this  House,  elected  by  his  constituents  to  aid  in  the  de- 
liberations of  the  national  councils,  shall  give  no  aid  in  ef- 
fecting even  di'sirable  object^  because  he  did  not  .obtain 
his  choice  in  Hie  clettion  of  a  President  ?  Dccause  there 
is  a  helmsman  steering  the  ship,  who  may  (not  who  has) 
run  it  upon  a  shoal  !  Will  he  refuse  to  correct  what  he 
seems  to  consider  as  alarming  evils,  because  it  may  be 
prevented  by  the  weight  of  tlie  Executive  f  When  did 
the  present  Executive  interpose  his  influence  to  prevent 
tlie  correction  of  any  errors  or  abuses  ?  "Were  he  to  at- 
tempt it,  does  not  every  man  of  common  sense  perceive, 
tliut  it  U'ould  at  once  prostrate  him  ?  It  cannot,  therefore, 
be  imagined,  that  he  wouIU  venture  un  such  a  step.  Uut 
the  gentleman  .is  content  to  remain  in  the  minority  on  this 
question  i  he  was  in  a  small  minority  under  the  first  of 
'  the  present  dynasty.  May  I  be  permitted  to  enquire  of 
him,  under  what  AJmlnistiatloii,  at  some  period,  he  was 
not  in  a  Em.iU  minority  ?  He  lias  never  known  but  one 
Adminislrution  in  u  liicli  the  Chief  hln^iiitrate  was  willing, 
in  good-  faitli,  to  give  up  the  Executive  patronage,  and 
that  was  the  first  of  Thomas  JefTerson.  What  would  he 
say  about  the  last  Administration  of  tliat  great  man  f 
Where  was  the  gentleman  then  found  ?  Was  he  in  the 
small  minority  of  which  he  now  speaks  ? 

The  gentleman  seems  unwilling  to  nfFord  an  opportu- 
nity of  saying  iiny  thing  to  sustain  a  sinking  cause.  "  He 
should  call  on  the  present  men  in  power  for  nothing  which 
wotdd  enable  them  to  afTect  the  question,  now  at  issue, 
between  them  and  the  United  States."  "It  would  be  a 
call  on  those  who  had  been  improperly  put  in  power,  tu 
protect  tticir  political  lives."  Shall  insinuations  then  be 
made,  shall  cliarges  be  levelled  nguinst  the  Adminisir:)- 
tioii,  mid  is  the  geiUlcman  unwilling  tu  hear  litem  speak 
in  viitdicalion  ot  their  conduct  ?  Are  these  his  views  of 
justice  i  If  it  he  a  sinking  cause — if  they  are  drowning 
men  catching  at  strawy  let  tbem  at  least  have  a  fur  trial.  I 


The  gentleman  is  willing  to  correct  abuses,  bat  this  is 
not  the  proper  per>ot1  to  commence.  We  liave  heard  it 
iteivted  UKl  reiterated  from  various  parts  of  the  Hou<e, 
that  this  is  not  the  accepted  time.  When  will  that  glo- 
rious period  arrive  i  Each  moment,  it  seems  to  me, 
would  be  an  accepted  time  to  commence  so  good  a  work. 
No,  the  gentleman  wishes  to  pass  the  sppropiution  bills, 
and  go  home.  Shall  we  then  pass  those  bilu  in  the  shape 
in  which  they  are  usually  passed,  and  go  home,  tberefay 
putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  very  men,  who,  tf  we  cre- 
dit the  suspicions  entertained,  are  abusing  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them,  to  continue  those  abuses  ?    Surely  nrt. 

To  expedite  the  approach  of  this  most  desirable  period, 
when  we  can  commence  in  good  earnest,  and  without  the 
fear  of  being  foiled  in  our  attempts,  at  reform,  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  all  the  strength  and  force  of  his  party,  iQ 
the  rays  of  their  light,  brought  into  a  focus,  and  made  t« 
bear  on  this  single  point.  Although  he  would  not  indi- 
cate more  plainly  than  he  had  done,  what  period  Im  al- 
luded to,  a  Yankee  could  no  doubt  guess  it.  When  it 
arrives,  he  would  have  us  to  beUev>:  that  all  will  go  on 
smoothly;  every  abuse  will  then  be  corrected;  noweiflit 
of  the  Executive  Department  will  throw  in  an  t^Htacle. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  People  of  the  United  States  are  juA  to 
be  gulled  by  this  kind  of  cooing.  This  kisnng  of  the 
People,  this  mode  of  winning  the  hearts  of  men,  has  bees 
practiced  from  the  earliest  accounts  of  electioneering 
wluch  we  have  in  history,  sacred  or  pro&ne.  "OdMl 
were  made  a  judge  in  the  land,  tliat  every  man  that  hitk 
cause  or  suit  might  come  unto  me,  and  I  would  do  hiai 
justice."  It  has  worn  thread-bare.  There  is  not  a  yeo* 
man  in  the  country  so  ignorant  that  he  camiot  read  through 
it  as  through  a  cobweb. 

The  gentleman  speaks  of  the  Administntion  party  here 
as  a  disciplined  phalanx.  Let  me  tell  him,  sir,  that  it  is 
not  here  alone  he  will  have  to  contend  ngaiDst  what  be 
terms  a  discinlined  phalanx.  They  are  to  be  found  in 
cverj'  part  ot  the  Union,  and  if  I  do  not  most  egregiously 
misconstrue  the  signs  of  the  times,  in  the  gentleman^ 
own  State,  he  willhave  to  contend  there  with  force  MnMf 
in  number,  and  powerful  for  talents  and  respectability. 
There  is  yet  much  to  be  effected,  before  this  greatlr  de- 
sired period  shall  amve.  I  believe  that  it  ne^  er  wifl.  I 
pray  most  fervently  that  it  never  may  arrive.  But,  sir,  iTtn 
this  I  am  deceived — Ah  me,  Mr.  Speaker  !  it  will  be  a 
sad  day  ;  not  for  you,  sir,  but  fur  many  who  now  hear  rae. 
Not  that  I  feel  any  deep  interest  in  it.  It  is  very  certain 
that  I  shall  nevtr  witness  it.  No,  1  do  not  wish  to  be 
here,  to  witness  the  long  faces  and  the  wry  (aces,  nhich 
on  every  side  will  be  exhibited.  1  have  l<mg  since  made 
up  my  mind,  in  such  an  event,  not  to  approach  nearer  to 
Ukad  Quarters  than  did  a  certain  ^gentleman  Gvm  Ib- 
rylaiid,  during  the  last  war,  to  the  enemy — a  grntleoan 
ut  one  time  well  known  on  this  floor,  for  his  worth  and  Us 
humor,  who  said,  that,  as  they  approached,  hegotahnost 
to  the  top  of  Chinqiiepln  Hill,  and  peeped  over  at  tbem. 
If,  however,  I  should  change  my  determination,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  and  be  disposed  under  such  drcum- 
stances  to  visit  Wasltington,  it  would  be  on  indulgence 
of  curiosity,  sheer  curiosity,  to  behold  the  gentleman  fttn 
Virginia  [Mr.  Karbolph]  completely  hajipy — (for  I  de- 
light  to  see  others  happy,  even  when  not  so  myseir)~ia 
the  entire  prostration  of  those  abominable  political  hcfe- 
sics,  which  infect  certain  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
manifest  themselves  in  a  wish  tu  see  the  cause  tii  Internal 
Improvements  flourish,  and  that  their  Domestic  Xanofrc- 
ttires  should  be  encouraged  and  protected  against  fbrc^ 
competition — heresies  which,  it  seem%  have,  for  3-ean 
past,  disturbed  his  repose  by  day,  and  haunted  him  in 
visions  by  night,  striding  before  his  disordered  ima^so- 
tion  in  shapes  more  temlic  than  did  the  evil  genius  of 
Brutus  before  him,  when  it  told  bim*  "  We  me^tagMi 
at  Ph  ilippi.'*  1  say  it  would  be  matter  of  eiuim^  toaee 
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the  gentleman,  for  once  in  hia  life,  flBtisfied  with  himself 
and  all  around  him,  exclaiming,  in  the  fullness  of  bia  heart, 
for  be  c^n  &Tora  ua  with  Jong  quoUtioiu  Irom  tbe  La> 
tia  CJuaa : 


"DcM  aobii  hao  otia  ftcil ; 
Kunqne  erii  ille  mihi  MmpiT  I>vui.  Illin*  anwn, 
StRpt  tenernMlrii,  ab  OTillibui  uubuct  aKnui." 

But  1  may  be  answered  that  ttus  cannot  be  f  that  it 
would  be  too  glaring  a  departure  from,  too  palpable  a  con- 
tradiction  to,  sentimenta  once  entertained,  and  opinions 
expreued,  on  the  same  subject  No  matter,  sir.  Let  it 
produce  no  surprise.  It  will  all  be  entirely  natur^  ;  for, 
ra  proportion  to  tbe  hardness  of  betrt  of  an  impenitent 
Kijner,  ta  always  the  zeal  manifested  after  convemon.  I 
will  detain  the  House  no  lonf^er. 

Mr.  WASfllNGTON  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
bare  participated  in  this  debate — already  too  mud)  pro- 
tracted— but,  having  expressed  to  some  of  bis  friends 
the  intention  of  voting  against  the  resolution,  and  bar* 
ing  been  induced  by  subsequent  occurrences,  to  al- 
ter that  determination,  he  conceived  it  due  to  himself,  and 
to  that  character  for  consistency  which  it  bad  ever  been 
hia  pride  to  maintain,  to  assign  briefly  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  him  to  adopt  a  course  different  from  his 
first  intention. 

WlKn  the  resolution  was  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [said  Mr,  W.]  I  had  resolved  to  vot« 
against  it— not  that  I  was  opposed  to  retrenchment  orthe 
reform  of  any  abuses  which  might,  by  possibility,  exist  m 
the  Administration  of  the  General  Government,  but  be- 
cause I  did  not  believe  (bat  any  valuable  results  to  this  na- 
tion could  grow  out  of  such  inquiiy,  and  because  I  did  not 
then,  nor,  do  I  now  imagine,  luat  any  abuses  czia^  which 
ret^uire  the  intervention  of  this  House,  or  which  this  inqui* 
ty  IS  calculated  in  any  manner  to  reform.  I  considered  it 
merely  as  tbe  redemption  of  a  pledge,  which  the  gentle* 
nan  from  Kentucky  informed  us  he  had  given  to  his  con- 
stituents. But  in  the  latitude  which  has  been  allowed  in 
this  debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gentle- 
men,  distbigwshed  for  their  talents^  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  pubbc,  and  high  in  the  confidence  cf  their  party. 
What  are  the  declarations  they  have  made.  Sir  1  That 
this  is  not  the  time  for  reform  j  (lut  the  clouds  wJiich 
now  obscure  the  political  horizon  must  be  chased  away 
by  the  rising  of  another  and  a  brighter  sun — an  evident 
aUusion  to  the  election  of  another  President — that  you 
have  nothmg  to  hope  for  or  expect  from  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, in  aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  eflect 
refwn.  Sir,  the  imputation  has  gene  forth  to  the  world, 
nnder  the  sanction  of  high  authority,  that  abuses,  if  not 
corruption,  does  exist,  and  that  any  attempt  at  their  ex- 
posure would  prove  unavailing,  as  you  could  expect  no 
co-operation  from  the  rulers  ot  this  nation,  who  are  thus 
pronounced  too  corrupt,  too  much  wedded  to  their  own 
nnister  views^  tftmake  any  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
nation.  So  fiu-.  Sir,  we  have  heard  nothing  but  allegations, 
without  the  semblance  ofproof :  for  all  the  evidence  which 
has  been  attempted  to  be  produced,  has  been  ably  met, 
and  triumphantly  refuted,  without  the  aid  of  any  mqui^- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  believe  this  Administration  to  be  as  pure,  as  pa- 
triotic, as  devoted  (o  the  interest  of  (he  nation,  as  fur  re- 
moved from  (he  suspicion  of  corruption,  as  any  which 
ever  has,  aye.  Sir,  and  as  ever  will  preude  over  the 
destinies  of  this  Republic ;  and  that,  like  gold,  the 
oftener  assayed,  the  brighter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the 
Adminialrxtion  fear  no  inquiry  or  scrutiny,  however  ri- 
ptit  eitlier  in  relation  to  the  (lisbursements  of  public 
money,  or  the  discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining 
to  their  offices }  aeiiher  do  their  friends  enteruin  a  fear 
on  their  account.  On  (he  contrary  we  invite  and  chal- 
lenge the  fullest  and  freest  investigatitm  :  and,  in  accord- 
•Dce  yriih  this  belief,  I  would  witu  great  deference,  sug- 


gest to  my  friends — political  friends  I  mean — for  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  claiming  many  personal  friends  on  this 
floor,  wivh  whom  I  am  not -politically  associated — that  ev- 
ery amendment  should  be  withdrawn  which  has  been  of- 
fered by  them,  and  that  afford  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  every  hcility  he  can  desire,  by  adopting  his 
original  resolution,  or  the  modification  offered  by  him,  as 
he  may  prefer.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  of  our  seeking,  and 
let  us  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  gentlemen  to  sa^  tiiat 
we  frittered  down,  or  in  any  way  embarrassed  the  inqui- 
ry they^  had  proposed.  Let  tbe  whole  reutonsibility  rest 
where  it  should.  For  my  own  part,  I  xrm  vote  against 
every  proposition,  either  in  the  way  of  amendment  or 
substitute,  which  does  not  originate  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  or  his  political  friends. 

One  word,  Sir,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, in  relation  to  the  institution  at  West  Point,  and  I  am 
done.    Having  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  an 
examination  at  tbe  Milttaiy  Academy,  I  will  take  the  li- 
berty of  stating  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by  that 
wat.  Without  having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  foreign 
(ravel,  and  of  making  a  comparison  of  this  with  simitar 
institutions  of  other  nations,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that, 
in  regard  to  discipline,  and  indeed  the  whole  economy  of 
its  arrangements  and  conduct,  it  is  not  excelled  by  any 
institutitm  in  the  votM.    Sir,  it  is  a  noble  monument  of 
the  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  of  tins  Nation' ,  It 
richly  deserves,  instead  of  reprobation,  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government.    Young  men,  from 
every  State  of  this  widely  extended  empire,  are  brought 
together  at  West  Point.   They  there  form  friendships 
which  remain  through  life  t  local  jealounes  and  preju< 
dices,  which  unhappily  exist  among  us,  are  conquered  % 
and.  the  associations  growing  out  of  this  friendly  inter- 
course has  a  most  imposing  innuence  in  a  political  respect, 
by  drawing  more  closely  the  chain  which  binds  together 
this  great  Confederacy.    It  is  tnte.  Sir,  the  selection  of 
Cadets  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  class  of  society  ; 
nor  can  I  perceive  aiiy  just  reason  why  it  should  be :  for 
this  institution  was  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community.   Yet  the  gentlemen  asserts,  that  none  but 
the  well-bom  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  advantages, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  sons  of  Revolutionary  Others  and 
widowed  mothers  {  but  one  fact,  sir,  is  worth  a  thousand 
such  assertions  :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  have 
bad  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving  son  of  a 
poor  widow  in  my  district,  a  warrant  of  admission  to 
that  school )  and  I  could  instance  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  many  appointments  of  a  similar  charaeter— 
one  pnrticularly,  in  tins  District,  of  the  son  of  an  old  Re- 
volutionary officer  and  pour  widow,  to  whom  the  present 
Secretary  of  War  promptly  gave  a  warrant.    But,  air,  no 
censure  can  attach  to  this  Administration  in  relation  to 
that  establishment,  it  being  almost  co-eval  with  our  Ga- 
vernment.  I  therefore  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
(louse  by  any  farther  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- . 
tleman. 

Sir,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  a'ny  of  the  officers  of  this  Administration,  have 
been  faithless  to  the  tru!>ts  and  obligations  imposed  on 
them — tliattliey  have  wantonly  or  improviilently  expend- 
ed  the  ptiblic  money,  I  will  not  raise  my  voice  here,  or 
elsewhere,  to  shield  them  from  tbe  just  indignation  of 
an  injured  people.  Nor  will  I  now  attempt  to  defend 
them  against  insinuations,  which,  like  unigTiu  fatuua,  has 
neither  shape  nor  substance  i  but  if  charges  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred, let  them  come  out  in  a  tangible  form — it  will  liten 
be  time  to  meet  them. 

Having,  as  I  trust,  relieved  myself  from  any  possible 
charge  of  inconsistency— being  my  principal  object  in 
rising — I  will  again,  brfore  I  take  my  seat,  suggest  to  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  whether  it  will  not  be  bet- 
ter to  witbUntw  all  Muendmeuti  offi^Eed  by  them,  and  suf^ 
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Set  the  {gentlemen  to  frame  auch  a  retolution  at  inll  meet 
tlie  object  they  profess  to  htve  in  view. 

Hr.  CHILTON  then  sgsin  modified  hia  resolutions 
Adding^  to  the  first  ss  folJows  : 

"And  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  reduce  the  pay 
allowJH  '"••te^jbersofihe  Houae." 

And  l»"iulaing  the  following;  as  the  fifth  resolution  : 

*•  5.  maohedt  alio,  Hiat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
plying the  funds  of  the  Government  to  a  more  speedy 
extinguisfainent  of  the  Natinnal  Debt.'* 

Hr.  BLAKE  then  modified  the  amendment  which  he 
proposed  on  Saturday,  so  as  to  take  out  of  it  that  part  ac- 
cepted at  the  instance  of  Mr.  DoBSsr, 

Mr.  INGHAM  laid,  we  are  so  apt  to  be  led  astray  ftwn 
the  question  before  the  House  by  incidental  remarks, 
made  in  the  course  of  debate,  that  it  requires  some  effort 
to  get  back  to  the  real  and  propi.er  subject  of  discussion. 
I  consider  it,  said  Mr.  lirsiuM,  most  respectful  to  the 
House,  as  well  as  most  compatible  with  the  discharge  ot 
my  duty,  at  all  times,  to  confine  myself  as  much  as  posN- 
ble  to  the  discussion  of  the  matter  immediately  before 
it.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  reference  to  a  general  retrenchmect  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditures  of  the  GoTemment.  As  now  modifi- 
ed, it  comprehends  the  whole  of  the  original  purpose, 
and  goes  somewhat  further ;  but,  in  neither  aspect, 
does  it  involve  the  great  political  question  which  now 
agitates  the  countr}'.  It  was,  therefore,  out  of  time  and 
puce  for  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration  to 
throw  themselves  into  the  disctission  by  a  aeneral  defence 
their  fiivorite  Administration,  before  it  was  chained. 
1'he  lesolution  makes  no  such  charge,  nor  have  I  heard 
any  made  in  debate,  until  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
upon  an  assumption  of  his  own,  that  the  cliatscter  of  the 
Administration  was  to  be  tried  byjtbe  proposed  enquiry, 
demanded  speclfic^ions,  and  entered  upon  a  general  de- 
fence. It  was  that  course  of  debate  which  tiad  led  to 
this  wide  and  unneeessaty  diteassion.  The  )vsolu6on  be- 
fore the  House  simply  proposes  a  retrenchment  of  public 
expenditures,  without  reference  to  the  period  when  such 
a  measure  became  proper  or  necessary,  and  no  one  will 
deny  that  some  retrenchment  might  be  effected)  but  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  the  Administration  would  be  assail- 
ed by  such  a  measure.  Another  part  of  the  enqniiy  pro- 
pose's  a  specific  enquiry  as  to  the  expenditure  dT  certain 
sums  of  money  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Prewdent 
and  Heads  of  Uepartmenta.  We  all  know,  that,  when  the 
law  prescribes  the  special  application  of  public  money, 
there  cannot  be  much  danger  of  a  misapplication  t  but 
where  large  sums  are  di^ursed  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  fit  subject  fur  the  scrutiny  of  tbii  Houk. 
and  may  fairly  be  done,  and  has  been  done  over  and  over 
again,  without  any  imputation  against  the  Administra- 
tions who  have  made  such  disbursements  ;  if  all  has  been 
done  rigltt,  they  can  have  no  just  objection  to  the  scru- 
tiny }  if  any  thin^  has  been  done  wrong,  we  have  a  right 
to  knew :  for,  in  either  case,  the  information  may  be  use- 
ful to  direct  fiittirelegishUon.  Let  us  look,  foramoment, 
into  the  amount  of  the  sums  that  are  placed  at  the  dis* 
crelionary  disposal  of  the  President  and  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. I'he  proposed  inquiry  goes  back,  I  believe,  three 
years.  The  sums  appropriated  for  the  Contingencies  of 
foreign  intercourse,  for  that  time,  arc  as  follows  :  1835, 
#40,000;  1826,  #40,000;  1837,  $30,000— #  110,000: 
this  is  the  fund  out  of  wliieh  the  Preudent  may,  by  law, 
cause  to  be  paid  what  amount  he  pleases,  and  if,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  requires  it  to  be  concealed, 
he  certifies  that  fact  to  the  accountinj;  officers,  and  they 
settle  the  account  without  specification,  or  any  otlier 
voucher  than  the  certificate  I  have  mentioned  It  is  pro- 
per that  we  should  know  what  sums  have  been  thus  set- 
tled at  the  Treasury.  I  wouM  not  invade  any  regulation 


which  may  have  been  (bund  ezpecBen^  eBperiaWy  in  twa 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  the  resolutioii  does  not  call  Tm 
the  apecification,  it  only  asks  for  the  aiBOunt  to  expended 
The  remainder  of  this  fund,  and  the  apprepratiom  (ot 
the  contingencies  of  foreign  missiona,  and  the  contingeat 
expenses  of  the  several  Departments,  are  required,  by 
the  resnlutions,  to  be  specified,  and  to  this  there  can  be 
no  reasonable  objection.  The  amount  appropriated  fee 
the  "continpfencies  of  missions  abroad,'*  for  the  last  thie* 
years,  is  $  70,000,  and  for  the  contingent  expeiwea  of  the 
DepartmenU  #211,845,  making  a  toUl  sum  of  #391,843. 
including  the  foreign  intercourse  fund,  which  n  d»«burW 
very  much  at  discretion.  Now,  sir,  if  the  amendmeat  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  aliould  be  adopted,  it  wiU  ex- 
clude us  fixim  any  knowledge  of  these  large  disbtne- 
menis.  But  let  us  consider  what  his  amendokent  pro- 
poses to  do  in  place  of  the  enquiry  contemplated  by  the 
resolutions  ut  the  gentlenmn  from  Kentucky.  The  fiM 
proposition  of  the  amendment  is  to  enquire  whether  any 
abuses  have  been  committed  by  the  President  or  Heads 
of  Departments,  and  what  can  that  end  in  ?  Shall  «c 
send  a  committee  to  the  President,  to  ask  him  what  afaosa 
he  has  committed  ?  He  will  tell  them  ia  the  first  plsee 
that  he  does  not  oonfbr  with  eoniinitteeSi  and  in  the  sex^ 
that  he  is  not  conscious  of  abuung  his  trust,  and  U  net 
bound  to  answer  that  question.  Will  you  send  a  ea» 
mittee  to  the  Heads  of  DepartmenU  to  put  the  ssDt 
question  to  them  ?  Will  they  give  you  any  such  iaforaa- 
tion,  after  you  have  thus  chaivcterized  the  object  of  yaw 
enquiry  }  But  perhaps  it  may  be  said  your  cosawitwi 
might  go  to  the  Clerks.  Do  we  not  know,  that,  u  iha 
last  sesdon,  a  certain  tnuisacti(»i  leaked  out,  wfai^  a- 
cited  some  attention  both  here  and  abroad,  and  afk» 
wards  became  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  this  House  I 
mean  the  payment  of#  4,500  to  John  A.  King",  forsbon^ 
fit,  as  it  has  been  aptly  called.  I  never  knew  noreq«i^ 
ed  how  it  got  out ;  but  soon  after  it  was  noticed  here,  wc 
heard  it  as  a  fact  of  common  conversation  in  this  etty,  ad 
for  myself  I  cannot  dnbbt  it.  that  the  Head  of  one  D» 
partment  summoned  his  trembling  Clerks  before  bia^ 
and  meruced  with  immediate  dismission  whoever  coold 
be  proved  to  have  made  the  discluaure.  In  such  a  stste 
of  things,  what  could  be  expected  from  an  enquiry  after 
abuses  i  It  has  been  well  said  by  the  gcntlonan  fivai 
South  Carolinft  and  others,  that  it  must  ead  in  oodBs^. 
The  next  object  embraced  in  dte  amendment  is  an  mqai- 
ry  as  to  the  reduction  of  salaries,  and  as  to  what  oOcci 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  if  any  salaries  are  found  too 
high,  under  what  Administration  they  were  established.' 
And,  according  to  the  form  of  the  issue  made  up  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  the  deouon  of  these  points  is 
to  tiy  the  ohatactcr  of  the  Admiustratton  !  Wba^  w, 
test  this  Adiidnistntitm  by  the  ascertainment  of  a  fact, 
which,  no  matter  what  it  may  be,  cannot  affect  the  Ad- 
ministration in  the  slightest  degree  ?  It  was  certainly  sa 
ingenious  contrivance  of  the  gentleman  to  pat  the  trul 
on  such  grounds.  If  the  salaries  should  not  be  deeiB> 
ed  too  high,  nor  any  offices  to  be  dispensed  with,  tbe 
AdministratitHi  mmld  be  acquitted  and  entitled  to  ov 
support ;  but  if  some  reduction  and  diminution  riwnll 
be  thought  proper,  then  the  next  point  preaented  by  the 
gentleman,  is,  when  were  these  olnces  and  salaries  esta- 
blished  ?  And  if  it  should  be  found  that  they  were  esta< 
blished  before  this  Administration  came  into  power,  whidi 
we  may  alt  know  by  looking  into  the  Statute  book,  thca 
the  Adnunistrstion  would  be  acquitted.  I,  ibr  one*  wiA 
not  consent  to  any  such  a  trial,  and  will  heta  admt  that 
the  Administration  are  not  responsible  for  the  amount  of 
the  salaries — these  were  established  by  law— nor  for  the 
number  of  oflicers,  w^ose  offices  are  created  by  law ;  nor 
for  the  time  when  the^  were  eittablished.  If  the  gentle- 
Ucman,  by  his  ingenuity,  could  get  such  a  trial  aa  he  bas 
proposed,  he  wo^  get  his  AdiuiustntioD  out  of  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1217 


OF  DEBATES  IS  CONGRESS. 


1218 


Jxw.  23. 183S.] 


[H.  oj  R. 


difficulties  roost  easily  indeed.  1  am  not  disposed  to 
be  drawn  into  the  diflcuasion  of  thit  question,  nor  to  uny 
triftl  of  the  Admiiiistration  before  this  House.  We  mi^ht 
indeed  be  compelled  to  put  public  officers  upon  their 
tml  in  some  events,  but  we  likve  no  right  to  try  them 
ovnelvea,  but  most  especially,  I  would  not  take  tlie 
great  political  trial  uow  going  on  before  the  People  out 
of  their  hands.  It  would  be  moat  unwise,  as  w«ll  as  ir- 
regular, for  this  House  to  entertain  juriadictioQ  any 
question  upon  an  appeal  from  the  People.  I  came  here 
to  assist  in  transacting  the  legislative  buwness  of  the 
country.  This  House  is  not  competent  to  decide  that  great 
poHtical  question  by  any  act  which  can  grow  out  of  these 
resolutions.  Why,  then,  bring  this  discussion  here  f  Let 
it  Knnin,  I  beseech  gentlemen,  before  an  intelligent  Peo- 
ple, where  some,  perhaps,  of  the  roost  intelligent  bodies 
of  men  ever  convened  for  such  occasion^  are  discussing 
the  subject  with  eminent  ability.  But,  sir,  if  forced  into 
Ait  ditwifM""  against  my  will.  I  would  admonish  gen- 
tlemen that  ve  will  not  tfy  it  upon  the  salaries  of  a 
few  officers,  or  their  number,  or  dates,  nor  upon  the 
amount  of  the  wages  of  members  of  Congress.  We 
must  go  much  deeper.  We  must  go  to  the  origin,  and 
enquiK  how  they  came  into  power.  Whether  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  bad  not  been  violated  in  the  election. 
And  in  tndng  their-aets  wli«i  in  power,  who  ever  trit.  s 
the  Adaoinisltation  will  mainly  consider  tlie  quo  ammo 
that  directed  them.  It  being  most  essential  for  an  Ad- 
ministration which  had  come  into  power  against  the  will 
of  a  majority  of  the  People,  to  convert  that  m^ority  in- 
to a  minoiity,  I  woukl  examine  the  means  used  for  this 
purpose,  and  their  connexion  with  those  transactions  by 
wUeh  the  great  principle  upon  which  our  tiuvernment 
is  fcunded,  was  rendered  utterly  nugatory.  Shall  an  Ad- 
ministmtion,  thus  possessed  of  power,  be  permitted, 
through  tlteir  friends  in  (his  House,  to  put  themselves  on 
trial  for  measures  that  they  are  not  responsible  for,  and 
which,  whether  foimd  rigiil  or  wrong,  would  necessarily 
produce  an  acquittal  ?  -No,  air,  (hat  cannot  be;  nor  will 
they  get  their  trial  upon  any  particular  measure.  If  a 
man  should  break  into  my  house,  will  I  atop  to  make 
terms  with  him,  and  yield  the  possession  upon  the  conti- 
tioa  that  he  will  behave  himaeif  civilly  while  there  ?  No, 
Mr  (  but  that  is  lor  the  People  to  decide,  not  this  body. 
If,  however,  we  must  be  forced  into  the  discussion  of  these 
meaniKB,  I  would  look  inaioly  at  those  whicii  have  grown 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  election,  and,  as  1  bare 
said  before,  at  the  oMomnto  tint  controlled  them.  If 
caHed  upon  to  investigate  the  case  of  the  outfit  to  John 
A.  King,  I  would  look  beyond  the  act  to  the  motive 
which  may  have  led  to  it,  and  whether  it  was  not  a  part 
of  that  system  »hich  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  dis- 
pense patronage  without  regard  totlte  public  service,  for 
the  purpose  of  ac<)uiring  power  to  control  pubho  opini- 
on at  the  next  election.  If  we  must  enter  inl»  a  discus- 
sion for  the  trial  of  the  Administration,  we  must  present 
the  proper  lopica  fi>r  it,  and  not  be  drawn  aside  to  ex- 
amine the  amount  or  date  of  a  salary.  If  I  were  about 
to  investigate  tlie  cliaracttr  of  the  Miswon  to  England,  I 
would  not  merely  dwell  upon  its  progress,  or  conseqiwn. 
ces,  resulting,  as  it  did,  in  the  loss  of  .he  Colonial  Trade, 
which,  by  the  bye,  was  least  of  all  the  fault  of  the  Mmis- 
try— I  wouU  look  beyontl  aH  these,  and  enquire  whether 
there  were  no  antecedent  ai  rangements  of  a  peculiar  cliar- 
acter  that  controlled  the  transaction.  If  I  were  to  refer 
to  the  Panama  Mission,  I  would  not  indulge  a  feeling  irt 
relation  to  the  agents  employed  in  it,  but  examine  it  as  it 
was,  a  piece  of  splendid  Sute  pageantry,  got  up  and 
prosecuted,  regardless  of  the  danger  of  an  entangling  po- 
ntical  connexion  with  foreign  Governments,  with  a  view 
not  only  to  extend  patronage,  but  to  dazzle  the  public 
m  ind  after  the  manner  and  lor  the  same  purpose,  that  c^ 
romtion  letet  are  pven  in  the  old  woriJ<   if  ennpelled 

'  Vot.iv— 


to  pursue  this  subject  fVirther.  I  would  analyze  the  idea 
contained  in  a  remark  which  I  have  heard  attributed  to  a 
high  public  functionary.  When  it  was  asked  of  him,  as 
he  was  about  to  sdze  the  boon  he  had  kh^I^  how  a  mi- 
nority could  he  changed  into  a  majority  ?  he  observed, 
*'  give  us  the  pa(ronage,  and  we  will  make  ourselves  po- 
pular." This  expression  ipeaks  volumes :  it  admonishes 
us  where  to  look  for  the  transactions  upon  which  to  try 
this  Administration,  and  presents  a  clear  view  of  the  po- 
licy that  has  sought,  with  so  much  wlidtude  and  zeal,  ta 
fbrm  a  coalition  of  the  State  Adminiitratibns  with  that  of 
this  Government.  It  would  explain  the  various  move- 
ments intended  to  combine  their  power  and  patrcmage 
with  that  of  the  General  Government,  against  the  popu- 
lar will.  If  this  purpose  could  have  been  accomplished, 
we  should  have  seen  a  Holy  Alliance  of  power,  umilar,  in 
principle,  to  that  of  Continental  Europe,  united  to  renat 
the  influence  of  public  virtue  and  popular  Intelligence. 
Do  we  not  know  that  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment, excluuve  of  the  Sinldng  Fund,  amounts  to  about 
twelve  millions  annually  ?  What  those  of  the  State  Go- 
veraments  are,  I  do  not  so  well  know.  Whatever  the 
latter  may  be,  if  tbey  bad  been  united,  they  would  have 
controlled  the  event  of  this  great  contest,  wainat  all  hu- 
man power ;  thank^  however,  to  the  inteU^nee  and 
virtue  of  the  American  People,  this  could  not  be  done. 

These  ate  a  few  of  the  topics  which  will  enter  into  the 
discussion  on  thia  great  trial.  But  it  would  not  stop  here. 
We  should  have  to  go  farther,  and  follow  down  into  the 
minute  ramifications  of  the  same  system  which  uaes  the 
patronage,  no»  for  the  public  good,  but  to  convert  a  mi- 
nortty  into  a  majority.  It  would,  in  that  case,  be  neees* 
saty  to  observe  the  measures  taken  to  get  a  control  over 
the  press,  by  means  of  the  pubUc  mone^.  So  much  has 
been  said,  both  here  and  abroad,  on  this  subject,  that  I 
wUl  only  glance  at  it.  We  have  seen  presses  haying  a 
large  subscription  list,  which  had  been  empbyed,  in  bet* 
ter  timesj  to  promttlgate  the  acts  of  the  Gorenunnit,  in- 
directly publishing  a  paragraph  of  euh^y  in  faror  or  one 
of  the  greatest  public  benefcctors  of.  our  coantty  now  hv- 
ing,  and  the  returning  mail,  almust  Itteimlly,  as  I  say,  Ul« 
returning  mail  carrying  the  punishment  for  so  gross  an  m- 
dignity  to  the  system  upon  which  the  Administration 
rests  its  hope.  We  migiit  trace  this  operation  even  more 
minutely,  and  find  a  Head  of  a  Department,  of  high  re- 
sponsibility, descending  to  take  a  scanty  pitttnce,  not 
from  a  political  adrarsuy,  but  from  a  poor  widow  and 
her  orphan  children,  to  reward  one  of  the  most  venal 
wietclie%  for  the  most  venal  services  that  such  a  man 
could  render.  You  might  follow  up  still  further,  and  find 
the  same  venal  wretch  convicted  of  publishing  a  fotvery 
so  gross,  tliat  it  was  denounced,  along  with  some  of  his 
otlier  calumnies,  by  eveiy  honorable  Editor  on  the  nine 
Mde  <^  the  poliUcal  qucstioo.  And,  afterwards,  we  may 
see  a  special  mandate  from  one  tlie  Departments  of 
the  Government,  directing  the  adrertisemenU  for  lU  sup- 
plies, &c.  to  be  given  him,  as  a  reward  for  such  service. 
But  enough  of  Uiis.  Every  roan  who  loves  his  cwntry 
must  feel  ashamed  and  degraded,  when  conlemplaung 
such  transactions  as  these,  emanating  from  the  grand  couft- 
oils  of  this  nation.  .....  * 

We  have  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  of  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  President  in  fevor  of  economy. 
We  all  know  that  recommendation  and  practice  are  two 
things,  as  different  as  precept  and  example  often  are. 
These  recommendations  were  most  appropriately  styled, 
the  other  day,  "  lofty  generalities,"  and  more  especially 
when  we  look  into  the  other  mattens  recommended  in 
the  same  message,  it  would  not  be  very  unreasonable  to 
regard  them  as  entitled  to  about  as  much  notice  as  "your 
humble  servant "  at  the  bottom  of  a  letter.  Not  finding, 
however,  a  coincidence  of  recommendation  and  praeUce, 
inasmuch  as  no  subject  is  praposed  upon  which  to  pmc- 
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lice  the  eoimnny  recommended,  it  mifUtt,  not  utifiiiriy* 
be  supposed,  tlut  the  whole  may  have  been  intended  fur 
political  effect.  1  do  not  *av  •o,  hut  1  think  tlie  inference 
19  not  iiiirwr,  more  especially  when  I  find  a  sentiment  of  a 
very  oppomte  cliartcter  contahied  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  same  dislinf^fuished  individual,  wliich,  not  having  been 
intended  for  publication,  most  likely  exprcaaed  tlic  real 
sentiments  of  the  writer,  and  I  am  Tery  sure  it  waa  not  in> 
tended  for  political  effect.  This  letter  waa  written  by 
Mr.  Adams,  from  Ghent,  to  Levitt  Harris,  then  at  St. 
Petersburgh.  He  appears  to  have  been  giving  Mr.  Harris 
an  account  of  the  state  ol  things  at  home  during  the  se- 
verest part  of  the  late  war.  I  find  in  it  the  following  sen- 
tence ;  "Divided  among  ourselves,  more  in  passions  than 
interest,  with  half  the  nation  sold  by  their  prejudices 
and  their  ignorance  to  our  enemy,  with  a  feeble  and 
irenutioua  Government,  with  five  frigates  for  a  Navy, 
and  scarcely  five  efficient  regi  ments  for  an  Army,  liow 
can  it  be  expected  that  we  should  resist  the  mass  of 
force  which  that  gigantic  Power  has  collected  to  crush 
us  at  a  blow  )"  I  have  selectetl  this  sentence  on  account 
of  its  direct  bearing  on  the  point  I  was  cunndering.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  our  Goremroent  was  then  stniggling 
with  many  and  serious  difficulties  ;  that  it  was  carrymg  on 
the  war  at  an  enormous  expense,  in  which  the  least  of  all 
fiiults  was  penuriousnew.  The  enemy  had  been,  it  is  true, 
gallantly  beaten  and  driven  back  at  various  points,  hnt  the 
dHficuliies  tlireatening  us  were  still  great.  At  such  a  mo. 
men^  we  find  a  public  officer,  occupying  a  high  station 
under  the  Government  in  a  Foreign  country,  not  sympa- 
thizing with  us  in  our  difficulties,  but  anathematising  the 
Government  for  its  feebleness,  penuriousness,  and  conse- 
<}uent  unfitness  for  the  purpose  fi>r  which  it  was  estab* 
lished.  We  find,  upon  looking  into  the  documents  of 
this  House,  that  that  letter  was  written  not  long  after  Mr. 
Adams  received  notice,  from  the  then  Secretary  of  Stale, 
that  Congress,  practising  a  little  economy,  had  refused 
to  allow  liim  more  than  *4,500  outfit,  for  the  Mission  in 
-which  he  was  associated  to  negotiate  the  peace  with  Great 
Britain.  Congress,  thought  an  outfit  ofiM.SOO,  for  a  Min.' 
ister  already  abroad,  was  equivalent  to  the  allowance  of 
#9,000  made  to  the  other  Ministers,  who  left  their  home 
and  business,  and  made  a  distant  journey. 

{Here  Mr.  DORSKT  inquired  what  mission  this  allow- 
ance bad  been  made  for.] 

Mr.  I.  said,  I  will  give  the  gentleman  all  the  partietilais, 
if  he  desires  them.  Mr.  Adams  being  rewdent  Minister 
at  St.  Petersburgh,  was  associated  with  Mr.  Dayanl  and 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  negotiate  a  peace  under  the  Kusttiaii  medl 
ation  ;  under  this  appointment  which  was  made  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  J9,000  were  sent  to  him  for  an 
outfit,  not  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  pay  Minis- 
ters abroad,  but  another  fund,  over  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  then  a  temporary  discretion  j  when  Congress 
met,  the  subject  was  submitted  for  their  decision,  and 
they  refused  to  grant  more  than  #4,500  for  thiit  object. 
This  Mission,  it  should  be  observed,  was  subsequently 
arranged  to  negotiate  at  Ghent,  I  believf,  under  a  new 
commisuon  j  while  at  that  phice,  Mr.  Adams  waa  inrtfrm- 
ed  of  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  his  outfit,  and  that 
he  could  not  be  allowed  more  than  $4,500  in  the  settle- 
ment of  U'la  account,  upon  which  he  wrote  a  letter,  not 
very  respectful,  to  that  penurious  Congress,  in  which  he 
said  they  might  as  well  confiscate  liis  property  as  take 
from  him  this  money.  Some  time  in  1821  vt'22.  Con- 
gress passed  a  .law  prohibiting  the  payment  of  salaries 
to  public  officers  who  stood  indebted  to  the  United 
States  on  the  books  t  this  made  it  necessary  to  settle  the 
account,  and  the  officer  of  the  Treasury,  refusing  to  pass 
that  sum  to  his  credit,  It  was  referred  to  the  PresiilenI, 
who  referred  it  to  the  Attorney  Gt-nerai,  and  .he  decided 
that  it  wi^  a  vested  right ;  upon  which  the  account  was  I 
closed,  without  any  approprialton  having  ever  been  made  | 


by  law  to  pay  that  Bi|m.  I  have  slready  sud.Aatibek-. 
ter  to  Mr.  Harris  waa  written  not  long:  "A^i*  ^ 
of  the  letter  from  the  State  Department,  eamntatatj^ 
the  decision  of  CongreM ;  and  it  is  not  very  ixQmxzi 
ble  to  suppose,  that  the  severe  denunciittion  agairotAt 
Government,  contained  in  the  letter  to  Harris,  «5  pn- 
duced  by  that  incident  ;  it  goes  veiy  &r  to  aha«,  bn 
over,  the  real  sentimenti  of  the  writer  on  the  snbjca  t 
economy. 

Itut,  to  return  to  the  resolution,  I  repeat  my  prm 
against  any  trial  uf  the  Administration  upoosucb  tjuetm 
as  it  or  the  amendment  embraces.     As  to  retrendaic 
I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  effect  it,  but  I  never 
be  instrumental  in  breaking  down  or  impairing  aaj  ins. 
tution  of  the  country  which  bat  been  fiHmd  ralwblee- 
necessary  to  the  public  interest  and  whatever  mj  k 
my  opinion  of  the  present  Adnuni&trmtioR,  I  an  aM  * 
aiixious  to  see  those  I  think  better  of  ia  poneawa  u 
the  power,  as  to  be  willing  to  injure  tlie  fabric  of  Ik 
Government  for  that  object ;  nor  do  I  believe  tint  pr- 
pose  woulil  be  promoted  by.such  means.    One  mtit 
as  to  the  vages      members  of  Congress.    1  bate  tte 
observed  that,  when  Congress  pn^oae»  to  make  mif  » 
trcncliment,  those  who  are  likely  to  be  affected  ij  i 
contrive  to  make  it  recoil  upon  you,  by  getting  up  ip» 
pusition,  through  some  of  their  friends,  to  roluce  jic 
own  wages — they  tell  us  to  begin  at  home,  and  tlif*fi 
abroad  to  retrench.    From  my  own  experience, 
consider  it  an  act  of  sosne  teoierity  to  attempt  i  gtatBi 
reduction  of  salaries,  however  neceasaiy  it  tnigtit  bt 
whcneveryou  do  this,  it  is  Tike  attacking'  a  nest  of  hantu 
all  are  armed  with  a  sting,  and  in  full  concMitoaaullb: 
rash  adventurer — the  better  way  would  be  totakeoptle 
subjects  of  retrenchment  one  at  a  lime,  and  dispa*  ^ 
them  ill  detail  ;  you  cannot  succeed  against  wbokn* 
ses  of  men  thus  concerted  j  the  undertaking  is  tooprft 
they  will  act  upon  you  in  a  thousand  ws^s  ;  wlucfijn 
cannot  meet  nor  uodetstaml.   As  regards  the  coa^ 
satlon  of  Members  of  Congress,  I  would  have  m  Na- 
tation in  appealing  to  the  good  sense  of  the  PeofJ«- 
I  will  never  appeal  to  llieir  passions  or  selfish  fnl^- 
believing  that,  whoever  honestly  appeals  to  tbcii  i>k> 
ligencc  will  always  be  sustained.    He  errs  veiy  no* 
who  supposes  that  the  People  do  nut  underslaai 
molives  of  public  men  as  well  as  those  who  are  in  tctiEa 
A  member  of  Congress  now  receives^  exclusive  of 
veiling  expenses^  about  as  much  annuaUy  as  tlie 
Inspector  of  tite  Cuatonis  in  a  commercial  city  :  awl  Iri- 
gai-d  it  as  a  mere  finesse  on  the  part  of  those  who  ■«« 
defeat  the  object  of  this  resolution,  by  any  otlieriseito 
than  voting  against  it,  to  turn  us  l»ck  to  cnirownci)*' 
pensatitm  rora  beginning  of  every  proposed  rctrenduscf' 
All  know  tliat  it  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  l^»tiie  "T 
on  this  subject.  If  we  propose  to  increase  our  pay,  *tt» 
not  avoid  the  imputation  of  selfisli  motives— ia  *e  [**■ 
pose  to  reduce  it,  we  will  be -charged  with  insiacctitv 
and  shrinking  from  the  rcsponubUity  of  voting  sawnW 
to  our  honest  conviction. 

I  have  trespassed  too  long  upon  your  patience— I  l*t' 
given  a  fiiiiit  outline  only  cmT  a  few  of  the  tc^ics  sb^ 
must  necetsarlty  be  drawn  into  ttiis  discussion.  Ifg^*^' 
men  persist  in  forcing  upon  us  what  the  gcntlenun  fi** 
Indiana  has  denominated  a  tri:d  of  the  AdministntioK, ' 
have  no  disposition  to  embark  in  It.  U  does  not  IkIw; 
to  this  House.  Itnt  I  can  assure  gentleineii,  that,  upv 
such  a  trial,  tlic  discussion  cannot  be  coiitincd  to  )!>• 
points  upon  whidi  ibey  have  chosen  to  put  it.  We  bii^ 
been  unjustly  charged  with  proroldng  the  difcow"'- 
We  all  know  that  it  is  not  usual  to  dlscuSa  resuliiti<W 
inquiry.  They  almost  always  pass  as  a  matter  of  wuw 
A  |iroposition,  verj-  nearly  simihu*,  offered  by  thej*"''' 
man  from  Maryland,  not  long  since,  passed  iu  »l0>('- 
und  this  ouglit  to  have  gone  through  in  Uie  same  vj}  - 
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jR^nehment. 


[U.  or  R. 


bot  gentlemen  liave  cliosen  to  mtemipt  the  public  busi- 
ness, by  discimin]^  a  proposition  for  mere  inquiry  ;  and 
the  responsibility  rests  with  them.  I  will  onJy  add,  that 
the  grait  political  question  which  (hey  have  xtrugi^Ied  so 
hanl  to  draw  into  this  House,  is  befiwe  the  People,  and 
»  intelligent  a  People  a«  any  on  the  f ice  of  (he^lobe. 
They  are  fiilly  competent  to  understand  and  decide  it. 
My  chief  pui^rose  in  Hsing  was,  to  protest  against  (aking 
this  question  out  of  their  hands,  or  entertaining  any  ap- 
peal from  such  a  tribunal,  on  such  a  subject,  to  this 
Ifnuse,  when  it  is  not  forced  upon  ui  by  the  Cunstiiution. 
1  have  seen  one  appeal  from  the  deciaioDofthe  American 
People  to  the  lluuse  of  Itepresentatives,  but  [  hope  in 
God  it  will  be  the  last. 

Mr.  VANCKrose,  and  said,  "that  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  paK  in  the  present  debate  ;  btit  he  mnst  be 
pemrttted  to  say  tliat,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
itTision,  anti  throughout  its  course  until  now,  there  had 
been  manifested  a  spirit  towards  a  certain  class  of  indi- 
viduals, such  as  never  had  been  exhibited  in  this  Nation, 
nor,  as  he  belie\-ed,  in  any  other.  Certain  watchwords, 
and  he  would  add,  also,  certain  countersigns,  had  tdkt;n 
the  ronndi  in  a  very  significant  manner.  They  had  com- 
menced with  a  gentleman  fVim  Vir^nla  [Mr.  IU;*Dai.PH] 
whom  he  did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  at  the  time  when 
the  resohiMoR  respecting  the  selling  out  of  our  stock  in 
the  United  Statei^  Bank  was  under  discussion  (  but  he  be- 
lieved (here  were  few  at  titat  moment  who  thought  Ihcm 
to  he  st>  significant  as  they  had  since  been  m^de.  11c  al- 
luded paniculitrly  to  a  remark,  so  often  made  by  certain 
Reiitlemen,  that  they  had  come  here  to  do  the  public 
business  and  to  go  home.  Sir,  who  h«  not  come  here 
to  do  the  public  business  t  For  myself  I  came  here  to  do 
the  public  and  the  private  butineas  which  might  come  be- 
fore me  in  this  House,  together  vith  any  other  business 
in  which  my  constituents  might  wish  me  to  act^and  then 
to  go  home.  , 

[n  the  course  of  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  in 
this  debate,  it  has  been  alleged  that  there  is  a  certain  pnr- 
ty  in  this  Ilonsc,  who  believe  a  public  debt  tu  be  a  pub- 
lic blessing.  Sir,  I  have  attended  here  now  for  seven 
nesmom,  and  I  never  heard  that  sentiment  Mtered  in  this 
House  except  by  one  gentleman,  and  he  is  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Sir,  1  Tr- 
collect  it  well.  It  wat  on  ihe  question  of  retrenchTncTit, 
or  of  the  reduction  of  (he  army,  when  that  gentleman  de- 
clared that  the  pirtilrc  debt  belonged  In  posterity.  He 
was  the  only  individual  I  ever  heard  utter  such  a  senti- 
ment { if.utliera  had,  I  have  not  heard  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  n*xDOLrn]  told  his 
friends  that  we  of  the  Administration  party  were  a  well 
discipHned  phalanx,  and  that  we  never  acted  on  any 
important  measure  without  a  consullalion  first  had  with- 
<mt  the  walls  of  this  ffonse.  Sir,  if  there  has  been  any 
such  consultation,  I  for  one  never  heard  of  it,  nor  did  I 
ever  hew  a  single  friend  of  the  Administration  suggest 
the  necessity  or  expediency  of  any  such  measure.  No, 
air,  not  one.  If  any  such  consultation  has  been  held  the 
secret  was  kept  from  me.  What,  sir,  to  charge  upon  us 
that  we  sit  still  and  demure,  and  make  no  movements, 
and  leave  you  (o  do  all  the  public  bu<4inc8B  ;  Why,  sir, 
what  power  have  we  in  this  House  >  None  at  ail.  lly  llie 
very  organization  and  constmction  of  the  committees  of 
this  Hmise,  the  Admiiiistnitton  party  are  debarred  IVum 
all  power  on  this  floor.  Sir,  when  those  committees  were 
formed,  (hero  were  personal  predilections  at  stake  ;  and 
I  will  say  that  such  a  proscription  was  never  witnessed 
uoiler  this  or  any  other  Adminislraliim.  No,  sir.  N» 
stich  proscription  was  ever  seen  in  this  cniinlry.  Sir, 
wh:it  are  the  facts  When  there  only  exists  between  (l»e 
two  parties  a  mere  difl'i^rcnre  of  opinion,  when  nHtlier 
p»ny  claims  to  be  exchnively  eitlier  the  Iteptibliran  or 
the  Dum'jcratic  party,  but  merely  because  we  difier  in 


our  judgment  as  to  a  certain  man  wlmn}  We  think  best 
qaalificd  to  rule  over  the  nali')i>,  we  have  been  proscribed 
in  ths  manner  [  have  pointed  out.  And,  sir,  this  pro- 
scription is  not  merely  personal,  it  is  sectional.  In  (he 
eight  committees  of  this  House,  which  may  be  justly 
termed  National  Committees,  and  who  have  all  the  most 
important  business  to  perform,  I  will  state  how  the  two 
parties  stand.  Maine  has  two  members  on  committees; 
one  of  these  of  the  Administration,  and  one  of  the  Oppo- 
sltion  1  and  has  no  Chairman  on  any  one  of'thcm.  New 
Hampshire  has  two  members,  both  in  favour  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. Massachusetts  has  four,  all  in  favour  of  the 
Administration.  It  has  a  chairman  in  one  of  the  commit- 
tees, but  the  maiority  of  (he  commi(tcc  are  in  the  oppo- 
sition. Rhode  Island  has  no  member  on  either  of  tliose 
committees.  Connecticut  has  none.  Vermont  has  a 
member,  who  is  a  Chairman,  in  favor  of  the  Administra- 
I  tion,  but  a  majority  of  (he  committee  is  in  (he  Oppnsitimi. 
I  [Mr.  KRGHKIlhere  inquired  of  the  chair,  whether 
(he  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  in  or^lerin  thus  arraigning 
the  appointment  of  the  comcnittecs  * 

The  Sl'F.AKKK  replied  that  he  was.  Mr  v.'rts  makinrj 
statements  whicli  the  Chair  presumed  he  Intentled  to 
bring  to  hear  upon  the  g<;nerul  argument. J 

Mr.  VANCK  replied  that  he  did  so  intend,  and  then 
proceeded  with  his  statement.  New  Jersey  has  one 
member  of  these  committees,  and  he  is  for  the  Adminia* 
tration.  New  York  has  six  members  on  these  commit- 
tees, three  for  the  AdminiRtration,  three  in  ttie  opposi- 
tion, aixl  one  chairman.  Pennsylvania  h:Ls  six  members, 
four  in  the  Opposition  and  two  for  tlie  Administration. 
Ilebware  has  none.  MaryHnd  tins  three,  all  for  (lie 
Administration.  Virginia  has  two  chairmen  of  theM 
committees  and  six  members,  all  in  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  M'DUFPIB  here  rose  to  oriler.  He  s.tid  he  was 
aware  of  all  the  delicacy  of  that  situation  in  which  tite 
Speaker  was  placed,  and  he  wlslwd  to  ask  whether  it 
would  be  in  onler  to  appeal  from  the  decision  just  now 
given  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  I  wish  that  the  House  shoidd  take  upon  itself  the 
responsibility  of  determining  whether  this  debute  shall 
go  on  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  he  should  not  pronounce 
(he  gentleman  from  Oliio  out  cf  otxler.  Mia  remarks,  so 
far,  in  relation  to  the  political  and  geographical  nrgani- 
zal'un  of  some  of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Mouse, 
were  of  too  gcueral  a  character  to  justify  the  Chair  in 
pi-onounclng  them  out  of  order.  Whatever  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  might  be,  it  was  not  for  (be 
Speaker  to  decide  {  nor  could  he  anticipate  the  particu- 
lar RpplicHtion  which  that  gentleman  intended  to  give 
to  his  argument.  The  Chair,  therefore,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  was  not  out  of  order,  and  might  proceed, 

Mr.  M'UUFFIE  appealed  from  this  decision  to  the 
Mouse,  and  said,  he  would  state  the  ground  of  his  ap- 
peal. The  proposition  beferc  the  House,  [said  Mr. 
M'D.]  involves  simply  an  inquiry  into  (he  expcfltency 
of  retrenchment  in  the  expcndiiurc  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. No  remaiks  of  any  memher  of  the  Mouse,  so  far 
as  I  rreuliect,  has  liad  reference  to  any  other  subject 
but  this.  The  member  from  Ohio,  now  goes  into  an  in> 
quiry  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Committees  of 
this  House,  and  tu  the  manner  in  which  the  <hities  of  the 
Chair  hara  been  discharged.  Now,  I  submit  lo  the 
House  whether  it  would  not  be  as  much  in  onler  (o  go 
into  an  examination  of  a  project  of  A  gentleman  from  his 
own  3tate,'to  get  into  »  hole  at  the  Norlli  Pole.  It  has 
no  manner  of  conncxior)  with  the  Eubjcct  before  the  - 
Hunse,  and  T  tnist  the  Hfmso  will  ilcc'tde  whetlier  we 
arc  to  ho  disgraced  in  the  piihlli:  estimation  hy  proceed- 
ing in  n  discussion  which  now  assumes  a  character,  that 
rannut  htit  degrade  this  body  before  the  na'ion. 
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Retrenchment. 


[J«a.  S9,  1838. 


The  8PEAKEU  now  staled  llie  question  uj>an  tlie 
appeal,  in  the  usual  ftmat  viz.  **SI)alI  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House 

Mr.  CHILTON  now  said,  that  it  might  be  incumbent 
upon  him  to  speak  for  a  moment  to  the  question  of  or- 
der. He  realty  begged  leave  of  the  House  to  make  s 
few  remark*.  He  would  state  as  an  additional  reason 
why  he  supposed  the  decision  of  the  Chair  uuglit  to  be 
reversed,  that  the  proposition  now  in  discassionf  was 
not  embraced  in  the  -resolutions.  He  considered  liim- 
self  as  capable  to  decide  on  this  question  as  anj'  other 
member  coidd  be,  since  he  hod  himself  given  origin  to 
the  reaoliitions.  I  would  not  have  remarks  nut  into  my 
mouth,  which  I  never  contemplated.  As  the  character 
of  the  Administration  is  not  included  in  my  resoluttoasi 
it  IS  not  in  order  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  CARTER  said,  that  it  could  not  have  escaped  ,the 
observation  of  the  House,  tliat  the  object  of  thiarehear- 
sal,  on  tlie  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  was  not 
merely  to  impuffn  the  impartiality  of  the  Chair,  but  to 
sustain  the  chaive  of  proscription  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced,  niid  to  show  that  the  presidint  Oflicer  of  this 
House  had  so  far  for^tten  his  duty,  as  to  organize  the 
Committees  witli  a  view  to  embarrass  the  Government. 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gen- 
leman  that  an  appeal  was  not  debatable. 

The  question  then  being  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  ofOhio,  demanded  that  it  should  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

It  was  so  ordered  by  the  House — ayes  40,  noes  120 — 
(one-filth  being  sufficient  to  order  the  yeas  and  nay^) 

Upon  which,  Hr.  BARTLKTT  moved  an  adjournment. 

TuBBDAT,  Jaituart  29,  1828. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Hr.  Cbil- 
TO>*s  resolution^  with  the  amendments  propiosed  there- 
to. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  McDumi  was  pro- 

Soundeo  from  the  Chsir,  when  the  House  affirmed  the 
ecision  of  the  Speaker,  yeas  91,  naya  63-~«nd  Mr. 
VANCE  again  took  the  floor.  On  resuming  his  re- 
marks— 

Mr.  VANCE  said,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  the  House,  I  trust  i  sitai)  be  pernutted  to 
say  that  my  motives  in  bringing  the  organization  of  the 
committees  before  this  House,  have  been  totally  mlieon- 
ceived.  I  am  the  last  man  on  this  floor  that  would  un- 
necessarily bring  this  or  any  other  ^natter  before  this 
House,  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  its  presiding 
officer,  and  towards  yuu,  sir,  personally,  no  such  feeling 
exists.  In  doing  what  I  have  done,  and  was  continuing 
to  do,  when  called  to  order  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  M^Upffik]  I  was  doing  nolliing  more 
than  statinfj^  a  historical  fact — tlie  oi^auizulion  of  tiic 
House— which  fact  was  necessary  to  meet  and  repel  the 
arguments  of  the  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Handclpii] 
which  could  be  met  in  no  other  way.  In  speaking  of 
the  friends  of  the  Administration,  the  member  from 
Virginia  says,  "I  see  one  of  these  parlies,  perfectly 
willing,  no  doubt,  with  tlie  very  great  man  to  whom  I 
have  before  alluded,  to  throw  upon  us  the  responsibility 
for  whatever  is  done  litre :  sitting  perfectly  stilt,  stead- 
fast, silent,  and  demure,  bringing  forward  no  proposition 
whatever.  1  see  the  other  party  throwing  out  projiosition 
after  proposition.  The  opposite  party  never  commils 
itself  until  after  a  night's  reflection.  And  what  is  tlie 
consequence  f  Though  I  believe  a  minority,  they  so  man- 
age matters  as  to  constitute  an  efTective  majority  of  this 
Ilousef  and  then  tlvow  on  us  the  reaponsibdity  of  their 
own  measures.  Sir,  this  is  a  new  sort  of  political  jus- 
tice." 

Tliia  is  the  langfuage  of  the  member  from  Virginia, 
which  it  la  my  purpose  to  meet  and  repel.    What,  Sir, 


we  embarrassing  legisUtion  on  this  floor  by  consulb- 

tion  !  If  so,  we  deserve  the  proscription  and  demmcb- 
tion  of  all  honest  men,  of  all  parties  :  for  1  hare  do  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  tliat  whenever  the  lrgiata<ion  of  this 
House  is  decided  by  caucusses  and  conaultationa,  seoet 
or  open,  the  days  of  the  Republic  will  be  numbered  i 
and  whenever  I  am  convinced  tnat  a  party  is  actiMf  ia  tbi« 
manner,  it  shall  cease  to  be  my  party  1 1  would  not  caljr 
desert  it,  but  I  would  despise  myself  if  I  did  jnot  deiiomoE 
and  expose  it.  Sir,  if  1  could  have  believed,  Pat  a  mo- 
ment, that  an  expose  of  the  oTganisallon  of  the  Coai- 
mittees  would  have  produced  so  much  •ensibtlity,  1 
would  not  have  arrayed  them  beft«e  Uiis  House  aad 
nation.  1  will  not  say,  Sir,  if  I  filled  the  place  that 
you  do,  and  aiider  tbe  cbvumstancea  in  which  you  are  fhc' 
ed,  with  all  the  pasnon  and  prejudice  growing  out  of  a 
desperate  political  conflict,  that  1  would  not  bavc  dose 
as  you  lutve  thou^t  it  your  duty  to  do.  Mo,  Sir  {  K  is 
not  what  you  have  done,  that  I  am  compUinii^  td ;  bat 
it  is  that  we  of  the  Administration  party  should  be  divest- 
ed of  political  power,  and  then  charged  with  neglect  of 
duty  ror  not  exercising  it. 

One  word.  Sir,  as  it  regards  the  member  from  Sautfa 
Carolina  [Mr.  McDvma}  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means.  It  may  be  coiiatdered  by  some  tfaaS 
1  take  exceptions  to  his  appointment.  Not  ao.  la  Ins 
legislative  character  he  lias  always  ^ewn  himaeU  above 
party.  And  although  he  is  the  only  man  upon  eail^ 
with  whom  1  am  acquainted,  between  whom  and  wjw^ 
there  is  an  entire  separation,  yet,  witli  all  the  poblkal 
pasMon  existing  between  ua,  I  have  always  done  jusike 
to  his  talents  and  Hitegrity  as  a  legisUtor,  and  will  saj 
here,  what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  I  would  Imvc  no 
objections  to  his  filling  the  place  he  now  does  uader 
any  Administration.  No,  Sir  ;  it  is  a  rule  of  my  hfe  to 
do  justice,  regardless  of  passion  or  patty,  to  my  po&tkal 
adversaries.  I  never  heard  a  fou)  calumny  charged  upoi 
a  political  opponent,  knowing  it  to  be  aucb,  but  what  I 
met  and  repelled  it  with  indignation,  and  tlie  w«*U  that 
knows  me,  knows  that  this  is  n>y  practice.  And,  Sir,  1 
observe  the  same  course  in  detence  of  a  friend.  And 
when  I  cease  to  have  these  feelings,  or  to  act  upon  these 
principles,  in  my  opinion,  I  shall  no  longer  be  wtntby  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  Unhappily  1  have  come  in  coUisiOB, 
politically,  with  many  men,  bat  1  have  never  writtenMy 
thing  about  any  man,  but  what  I  am  willing  slioukl  be  put 
forth  to  the  world  in  the  broad  face  of  day.  No  dark  and 
mysterious  letten  and  essays  have  ever  been  producedby 
my  pen.  What  I  have  to  say  of  men  poltticaily,  1  say  it 
here  on  this  finor.  where  I  am  Uable  to  be  met  6ce  to 
face.  1  have  strung  passions  to  combat  i  they  have  beca 
aggravated  by  persecution  and  abuse.  And  1  coafeai  1 
was  forcibly  struck  some  days  wnce,  at  the  seD«b'dily  of 
the  member  from  South  Carolina  lUr.  HcDvmaJoaa 
charge  of  insincerity,  in  the  National  Journal,  relative  to 
the  debate  un  the  s.^le  of  the  Government  Stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  His  senslbihiy  did  credit  t« 
his  feeling  Of  the  injustice  of  the  charge,  I  do  not  doobt; 
but,  before  the  deprecation  of  this  member,  relative  lo 
the  Government  paper  making  this  charge  against  bio^ 
had  ceased  to  sound  in  my  eaf — indeed,  IbeUcvcIhe 
very  next  morning — I  found  myself  together  with  the  Ohia 
Delegation,  denounced  as  traitors,  for  preferring  one  i»- 
iVividual  to  another  as  (he  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  natioa. 
Yes,  Sir;  here  was  a  Government  paper,  edited  by  an  ofi- 
cer  of  this  Congress,  the  printer  of  tlie  Senate,  goading 
men  to  desperation,  and  exulting  and  glorj  ing  in  hissM- 
cess- 

[Here  the  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentlemen  that  it  ais 
nqt  in  order  to  notice  the  debatea  and  proceedings uf  tbe 

Senate.! 

Mr.  V..said,  be  liad  no  disposition  to  Irantgrew  the 
rules  of  this  House  {  that  be  had  not  refennl  to  Ike 
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3am,  39,  18S8.] 


[H.  or  R. 


other  btwieb  of  the  I..^;ithitai<e,  but  to  an  officer  of  that 
branch. 

Uefore  I  proceed,  I  wish  to  my  one  word  to  the  member 
from  South  CvoIin«,  (Mr.  Cartxh]  whose  friendship 
it  haa  been  my  good  fintune  to  enjcnr  from  our  tirst  ac> 
qumntaoce'uiiUl  the  pretent  time.  In  hii  remarks,  on  yes- 
tordajr,  he  appears  to  have  taken  up  the  idea  that  my 
intention  was  to  mak*  an  attack  on  the  Speaker.  From 
what  I  have  said  to-day,  I  hope  he  is  convinced  nf  his 
minpiprehenzion ,   The  decttona)  orgumzation  to  which  I 
refenred,  was,  I  oonfeu,  principally  directed  to  the  Judi* 
danr  Committee.    The  People  of  the  Western  States 
feel  a  lively  interest  in  having'  the  Judidal  S^Aem  heneli- 
eiaUy  extended  to  the  Weatem  States.  The  President  re- 
commends itin  his  message  to  Cong^ss.  A  bill  passed  this 
House  at  the  first  seision  of  the  last  Congress,  that  would 
have  been  satis&ctor^,  but  for  some  cause  to  me  unknown, 
it  was  so  amended  in  the  Senate,  that  its  friends  were 
compelled  to  rate  agunat  it.    We  are  to  this  period  of 
the  Session  without  a  report,  it  is  plainly  to  be  seen  that 
our  i^tievanees  are  not  to  be  remedied,  but  they  are  to  be 
continued  another  and  anotheryear.  I  lake  no  exceptions 
to  the  men  that  compose  the  Committee  {  indeed,  the 
noei^ier  at  the  head  of  it  is  as  conscientious  and  honest  a 
lej^lator,  in  my  humble  opinion,  as  there  is  on  this  floor 
or  in  this  nation.   But  I  apeak  of  lacts,  and  them  1  have 
m  right  to  speak  of.    And  one  fiwt  is,  that  five  out  of  se- 
ven of  the  present  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  from 
the  Southern  or  the  slave-holding  States  t  and  another  is, 
that  five  oat  of  seven  of  the  Committee  are  from  the  same 
States  ;  and  another  fact  i^  that,  if  the  bill,  as  amended 
by  the  Senate  in  the  last  Congreaa,  sliaH  be  reported  and 
paaaed,  eight  out  of  ten  of  theat  Judges  may,  and  probably 
will,  be  from  those  Slates. 
(Here  the  SPEAKEU  called  to  order. ] 
Ur.  V.  said,  he  would  always  cheerfully  submit  to  the 
dectnon  of  the  Chair.    He  spoke  of  Acts,  he  intended  to 
apeak  fVeely,  but  not  disrespeetfolly  i  he  knew  his  own 
feelings  and  liis  liability  to  err,  but  no  man,  on  being 
convinced  of  error,  would  with  more  cheerfulness  and 
promptness  do  justice  to  others.    He  said,  he  would  now 
proceed  to  complete  wlut  be  was  at  when  called  to  order 
on  yeaterdi^.  If  be  recollected  right,  he  was  at  the  State 
of  Virginia.    That  State  has  two  Chairmen,  six  members, 
all  in  the  Opposition.    North  Carolina  has  no  member  on 
either  of  these  Committees.    South  Carolina  has  two 
Chairmen,  six  members,  all  in  the  Opposition  ;  Geotgia 
lias  two  members,  botli  in  the  Opposition  ;  Tennessee  has 
one  eh^rauui,  four  members,  all  in  the  Opposition  \  Ken- 
tuQky  has  two  members,  both  in  the  Oppowtion  i  Ohio 
has  four  members,  one  in  the  Opposition,  and  three  for 
the  Administration  ;  Louisiana  lus  three  members,  one 
in  the  Opposition,  and  two  for  the  Administration  ;  Illinois 
has  fme  member  in  the  Opposition  ;  Indiana  lias  one  mem- 
ber t  Hississippi  has  one  member  in  the  Opposition  ;  Al- 
abama has  one  member  in  the  Opposition  i  Missouri  has 
no  member  on  either  of  titese  committees.  On  these  com- 
nittees,  there  are  fifty  «x  members— thirty  four  in  the  Op- 
pontion,  and  twentytwo  for  the  Administration  ;  and,  with 
this  strong  organization  against  us,  we  are  chided  by  the 
member  m>m  Virginia  with  silting  demurely  and  silently, 
taking  no  part  in  legislation,  making  no  proposition,  but 
pouncing  upon  theirs— relieving  ourselves  of  responsibili- 
ty, and  ungenerously  tbrowiRg  it  upon  our  adversaries.  Sir, 
this  is  not  a  matter  of  our  seeking  t  and  if  gentlemen  find 
tiiemselves  unequal  to  the  task  thejr  have  undertaken,  do 
not  let  them  blame  us  with  their  misfortunes. 

The  member  from  Viiginia  [Mr.  Raiidoli>h]  asks  who 
it  was,  in  the  other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature, 
that  voted  against  extending  our  bws  and  giving  protec- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  Louisiana.  This  allusion,  sir,  is 
directed  against  the  Preindent  of  tlie  United  States,  wlus 
it  appean^  had,  at  that  time,  the  same  constitutional 


scruples  relative  to  this  business,  that  were  entertained 
by  JefTerson,  and  many  others  of  the  most  worthy  men 
of  this  nation.  But,  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave  this 
vote  he  was  as  much  in  favor  of  the  acquiution  of  Louisi- 
ana as  any  man  Uien  in  the  Senate,  as  bis  offidal  acts  will 
abundantly  show.  But  when,  let  me  ask,  did  the  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  fall  so  much  in  love  with  the  People 
of  the  Western  States  ?  And  more  particularly  let  me 
ask,  what  burst  of  light  lias  drawn  forth  all  these  aflTcc- 
tionate  regards  in  favor  of  the  Louisianians  *  Is  it  since 
the  year  1822,  when  he  said  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution mistook  the  policy  of  tlus  country  [by  admitting 
the  Western  States  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  Sutefc  >  When  he  said  we  of  the  West 
might  do  lo  rule  People  under  tlic  Rocky  Mountaif^ 
but  we  should  not  nile  him  ?  In  1823  we  were  not,  in 
the  member's  opinion,  entitled,  or,  at  least,  ought  not  to 
be>  to  equal  privileges  on  this  floor ;  but  in  iKiS  he  be- 
comes BO  extremely  fond  of  us,  that  an  unimportant  coii> 
Bcientious  vote  of  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  is  viewed  by  him  with  indignation,  ^ea,  feeling 
indignation,  and  the  whole  sympathy  of  Ins  nature  is 
awakened  and  alive  to  our  interest,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness. 

But,  lest  1  ^uld  be  misunderstood,  permit  me  to  read 
an  extract  from  the  member's  speech,  made  in  the  de- 
bate on  the  apportionment  bill,  February  the  6th,  1823. 

*' Mr.  Rahoou-h  said,  he  would  again  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Confederacy — the  politi- 
cal Esaus  of  our  tribe — to  the  predicament  in  which  they 
sund.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
men  who  framed  the  Constitution  under  which  we  now 
sit.  1  have  much  faith  in  their  wisdom,  an  unshaken  and 
unchangeable  fiiith  In  their  i^rtue  {  but  1  will  beUcre 
experience  against  the  word  of  Solomon  himself.  _  I  then 
si^',  that,  in  my  feeble  apprehension,  they  conanitted  an 
.error,  fundamental  and  fatal,  as  practised  upon  since 
by  their  successors— they  .made  a  provision  for  tlie 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union." 

Yes  sir,  in  the  year  1822,  it  was  an  error,  fundamental 
and  fatal,  in  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  fur  the  People 
of  the  West  to  have  the  same  weight  in  the  councils  of  the 
Nation  that  was  enjoyed  by  the  elder  Esaus  (rfthe  tribe. 
And,  sir,  who  is  it  that  held  this  language  relative  to  the 
Western  People  ?  Who  is  it  that  manifested  this  feel- 
ing of  proscription  towards  us  and  our  posterity  /  Sir,  it 
is  the  man  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Opposition  to 
this  Administratimt  t  it  is  the  man  who  was  placed,  by 
you,  «r,  at  the  head  of  the  principal  commiitee  of  this 
House.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  placed  there  by  aid  of  the  vote 
of  the  very  People  thst  he  has  derided  and  abused,  and, 
if  ill  heahh  had  not  prevented,  would  have  been  in  that 
exalted  station.  It  is  the  man  that  is  entitled  to  more 
credit,  if  it  is  right  that  this  Administration  should  go 
down,  for  bis  efficiency  in  effecting  that  object,  than  any 
three  men  in  this  nation.  'I'iiis  is  not  a  h^ty  opinion  of 
mine  t  it  b  one  long  held,  and  often  expressed.  I  iiave 
been  an  attentive  observer  of  his  course  ever  since  the  Brst 
organization  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  From  the 
moment  he  took  his  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, he  became  the  great  rallying  officer  of  the 
South.  Our  Southern  brethren  were  made  to- believe 
that  we  of  the  North  were  political  fiends,  ready  to  op- 
press them  with  heavy  and  onerous  duties,  and  eVen 
willing  to  destroy  that  property  they  held  most  s-icred. 
Sir,  these  are  not  exaggerated  statements  relative  to  the 
course  of  this  distinguished  individual.  He  is  certainly 
the  ablest  political  recruiting  sei^eant  that  has  been  in 
this  or  any  other  nation — 

[Here  the  Chair  interposed.  It  was  not  in  order  to  use 
terms  of  reproach,  or  speak  disrespectfully  of  any  member 
of  the  House.] 
Mr.  V.  uudbehad  no  such  intention,  but  was  only 
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[J  AS.  29,  1S3& 


UMtifT  M  ftrong  temti  u  be  could  to  ftetcT4be  the  powers 
of  the  irKlividuiil  as  an  able  and  efficient  rallying  political 
partiKan-  I  disclaim  any  ^ing  else,  and  will  cheer- 
fully take  back  any  ofTenaire  wnrda  that  I  may  have 
used  in  the  heat  of  debate.  My  object  is  to  &tate  truths, 
yes,  great  tnitha  i  and  God  fnrbid  that  1  should,  here  or 
elsewhere,  manifest  any  feelings  towards  any  man,  but 
those  of  honor  and  propriety,  i  will  Uien  proceed  :  this 
same  member,  and  in  the  same  debate  from  which  I  have 
already  read  an  extract,  in  speaking  of  Ohio,  and 
its  admission  into  the  Union — and  this  I  wish  the  mem- 
bers from  Ohio,  particularly  those  of  the  opposition,  to 
pay  some  attention  to— used  the  following  terms : 

"  A  vast  augmentation  of  weight,  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  was  now  to  be  given  to  some  of  tbe  States — 
and  of  all  the  States  in  tbe  Union  to  the  SUte  of  Ohio— 
which  State — but  not  by  his  vote,  he  believed  lie  stood 
alone  on  that  occasion — he  would  not  dress  himself  in 
borrowed  plumes,  he  would  cUim  no  credit  fur  others' 
liberality.  The  subject  had  been  referred  to  a  commit-, 
tee,  of  which  be  [Mr.  RAinwLFa]  was  chairman.  For 
some  cause,  not  necessary  to  state,  it  was  afterwards 
put  into  other  hands  :  in  fact,  to  two  individuals,  was 
entrusted  the  marking  out  the  boimdaries  of  that  State, 
out  of  which  arose  the  existing  dispute  between  her 
and  Michigan.  They  had  a  carte  blanche,  and  they 
won  the  game  accomingty.  I'hat  great  State,  one  of 
the  greatest  intriguers  who  ever  wormed  himself  iirto 
any  Department  of  this  Governmttnt,  said,  he  was  lay- 
ing off  for  the  purpose  of  clipping  the  wings  of  Vir- 
ginia. Little  did  1  then  dream  that  I  should  ever  poli- 
\\cJt\y  live  to  witness  ttie  fiiMitment  of  this  prediction, 
although  1  (breww  it  must  come,  aiid  look  i»y  measures 
accortlingly." 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  extract,  that  the  mentber 
from  Virj^nia,  in  tliis  debate,  ptided  Mmself  in  voting 
against  the  admission  of  Uhio»indeed,  he  has  hereto- 
fore prided  himself,  1  believe,  in  voting  against  every 
new  Statethat  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union.  Here 
let  me  ask,  with  what  propriety  he  can  now  come  forth 
and  can  chide  the  chief  Magixtrate  of  this  nation,  because 
he  tliougbt  it  unconstitutional  to  tax  and  extend  the  laws 
over  U>e  citizens  of  Louisiana — opinions  at  that  day  held 
by  Thomas  Jefierson,  tbe  pride  of  Viix'nia  and  the  na- 
tion ?  Rut  I  will  read  an  extract  taken  from  the  same 
debate,  before  albided  to,  and  then  let  the  House  judge 
which  of  the  two,  the  member  from  Viojinia  or  the  Pre- 
sident, has  held  the  utrongeot  lan^iuge  on  the  subject 
«.l  the  acquisition  of  r.ouisiana.  In  speaking  of  that 
State  in  the  debate  on  the  apportionment  bill,  in  1822, 
the  gentleman  from  Vitginia  said — 

We  were  tlicncalte«l  on^  Mr,  II.  continued,  by  some 
oflhe  very  men  who  had  a  hand  in  fr.-vming  the  Coiistitu- 
linn,  and  whose  wisdom  has  been  so  loudly  and  not 
unjustly  applauded,  to  pause  before  we  signed  that  trea- 
ty admitting  vast  regions  of  country  into  the  Confedera- 
tion. We  were  forewarned,  but  not  (orearpned,  said  he, 
as  is  proved  by  what  we  are  now  experiencing,  and 
what  we  are  now  bcgiiming  to  experience,  f  repeat— for 
we  are  yet  in  the  gnicn  tree— and  when  the  time  comes 
wbf-n  the  whole  country.  Is  filled  up,  if  these  things  are 
now  done  in  the  gret  n  tree,  what  then  will  be  done  in 
the  di-y  }  I,  for  one,  nltbough  forewarned,  was  not  fore- 
armed. If  I  had  been,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  I  would  have  said  !<»  the  imperial  Dejanlra  of  modem 
times,  t:;ke  back  your  tatal  prcsejit.  I  wotdd  have  stalt- 
ed  tbe  free  navigation  of  the  Mis^iiuippi  on  the  sword, 
and  we  must  have  gaine<l  it." 

Theuc,  sir,  were  in  1822,  the  feelings  of  the  member 
from  Virginia  townnls  I^iiisiana.  His  m<KilL-m  ctmver- 
Miorj  every  nuin  in  this  House  and  in  this  natiun  will  not 
bo  at  a  lost  to  comprehend  ami  appreciate. 

I  have  another  document,  of  more  authcntici'v,  a?  it 


is  sanctioned  by  the  name  of  the  member  from  Yirgwiia, 
It  IS  a  letter  dated  the  irth  of  May,  1824,  dated  fram 
the  ship  Nestor,  at  sea.  It  will  be  recsUected  tbat  tU> 
letter  made  some  stir  once  on  this  floor.  It  was  tUicw 
in  tavor  of  Mr.  Crawford — to  this  I  have  no  ob jectioi . 
my  objections  to  this  letter  are  of  another  chanetcr.  1 
repel  the  aaaertion,  that  the  Western  People,  aa  a  Peo- 
ple, ever  had  any  feehngs  towards  that  distingw^ed 
indindual,  than  lliose  of  reapect  and  gntittulc  Aod, 
sir,  was  it  just  in  the  member  ffom  Virginia  to  praciaisa 
to  the  world  that  we  were  bis  accusers  and  penecutm ; 
that  we.  like  the  hounds  of  Acixon,  had  assailed  bia 
by  whom  we  had  been  cherished  and  ted.  Sir,  it  ia  in- 
justice to  the  Western  Fuople,  to  attribute  to  then  imw 
sudi  feeling,  bu^  lest  1  shoukl  be  misunderstood*  I  wa 
read  an  extract  from  the  letter  itselt;  Mere  Hr.  V.  read 
tbe  extract. 

"  And  it  is  a  matter  wwthy  of  notice,  tbrt  the  very 
People,  at  whose  prayers  and  entreaties,  and  to  save 
whom  from  utter  ruin  he  lias  pursued  a  certain  Fine  of 
conduct,  have  been  his  most  virulent  accusers  and  perw 
secutora  for  that  very  eouduc^  which  bas  contribated  aC 
once  to  thdr  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  been  setTtca- 
ble.  to  tbe  Government,  by  rescttinr  a  liuve  debt  frvai 
tlie  almost  total  loss  which  would  have  fbllowed  a  rigid 
exercise  of  his  authority.  He  has  availed  binself  oT 
discretionary  powers,  reposed  in  him  by  tbe  law,  ft* 
that  purpose,  ami  with  that  intent,  to  mitigate  tbe  ae- 
verity  ot  the  sulferings  of  our  Western  fellow  citizeas, 
whose  clamor^  had  he  uken  a  difterent  coune.  wooM 
have  dissolved  the  present  feeble  and  dbttaeted  Adw. 
nisiration  of  our  Government,  and  Aetaeon  Uke,  he  is  aa- 
sailed  byfthe  very  hounds  that  he  has  cherished  and  fied." 

Now,  Sir,  »ji  it  regards  tlte  individual  to  which  tUs 
letter  alludes,  I  can  aay  for  myself,  Ibat  in  tbe  course 
of  my  life,  I  have  never  written  but  two  or  three  po4iiical 
essays,  and  they  were  in  his  favor,  and  that  a  time 
when  he  was  jiot  my  choice  for  the  office  of  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate (  but  I  threw  in  my  (iBebl*  mite  jlo  try  to  arrest 
the  current  of  calumny  and  detraction  that  was  bearing 
down  upon  this  persecuted  msn,  in  successiTe  torrents, 
that  at  last  overwhelmed  him.  U  is  true  tlwt,  from  tb« 
succession  of  attacks,  and  tlic  boldness  with  wbidk 
they  were  published  to  the  world,  many  good  and 
honest  men  iq  the  West  did  befieve  that  he  bad  abMaat 
exhausted  the  Treasury  to  get  into  power.  But,  Sir, 
under  all  this  calumny  and  detraction,  he  still  retained 
many  enlightened  and  firm  friends,  who  new  for  a  mo- 
ment believed  him  guilty  of  the  smallest  dereliction  of 
public  duty.  I  thank  God  that  the  public  moral,  aaal 
feeling  of  tJie  country' is  restored  in  favor  of  tiiia  once 
injured  and  persecuted  imlividual.  Let  it  not  be 
said  of  the  West,  as  a  People,  that  they  m  dur^ea- 
ble  with  the  persecution  of  Mr.  Crawford.  lltey 
are  the  last  People  on  eanh  liable  to  soeh  a  dmge. 
Yes,  his  celebrated  report,  in  favor  of  the  Westcra 
land  debtors,  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude,  and 
the  memory  of  its  anthor  will  be  cherished  by  ge-ae- 
rationj  to  come  as  a  noble  act  of  a  disinterested  asd 
generous  man,  laboring  to  rescue  their  ^titers  fi«m 
a  debt  that  they  were  totally  unable  to  pay.  Sir,  I  ne- 
ver think  of  the  fate  of  that  man,  but  I  am  chilled  ta 
the  bone.  By  oabmny  and  detraction,  be  was  not  only 
politically,  but  physically,  artd  mentally  destroyed 
Tlie  noblest  and  beat  feelings  of  our  nattire,  pogenacd 
in  such  an  eminent  degree  by  that  high-minded  and 
honorable  man,  were  laid  nntlor  contribution  by  his 
dc&mers  anil  abusers,  and  made  tlte  ihgger  that  pierced 
him  to  the  hrnirt.  I  wa«  going  to  say  more  on  this  sab> 
jvct,  but  I  forbear  ;  1  have  no  disposition  to  harrvw  up 
feeling*  and  recollectitms  that  ought  to  be  burieil — in», 
nOi  forbearanci'  is  a  nnbli;  quality,  and  I  oliey  her  dic- 
tates. 
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There  is  another  iiKlividutl,  whose  ciMracter  lias  iiot 
>cen  permitted  to  escape  in  this  <lf  foste  i  and  whu  has 
>eeti  IicKl  up  to  the  Americni)  People,  not  only  here, 
mt  elsewhere,  as  one  whose  principles  were  to  be 
•voided  and  detetMed — 1  mean  the  elder  Adams. 
Sir,  that  tliis  distinguished  patriot  committed  errors 
<n  his  political  course  through  lire,  there  can  be  no 
joubt — many  of  bis  political  doctrines  were  not  my 
loctrines;  but,  from  the  justice  tliat  has  been  done 
L-o  him  by  all  parties  thruuf^liout  the  United  States, 
atnce  be  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers,  I  had  tup* 
posed  lie  might  Itave  been  suflored  to  sleep  in  peace 
with  hifl  compatriotB  and  compeers,  Washingtoa  and 
leflTersfM).  Mr.  V.  said,  pointing  to 'the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  hallowed  corps  that  there  Burround 
hioit  and  the  distinguished  stand  that  he  there  occupies, 
ought  to  shield  him  fhmt  abuse  and  detraction.  I  envy 
no  man  his  feelings  who  has  the  heart  to  assault  the 
humblest  individual  amongst  that  group  of  worthies  i 
and,  assault  them  as  we  may,  for  efTect,  or  not,  they 
win  Mill  live  fresh  in  the  hearts  of  their  country- 
men. Yes,  John  Adams  will  be  pointed  out  by  living 
lathers,  and  living  mothers,  to  their  children,  in  gene, 
rations  j-et  unborn,  as  the  friend  of  Wasliington,  the 
companion  of  Jeflersnn,  through  life  and  in  death,  and 
the  ablest  and  most  eflicient  defender  of  our  National 
Independence — when  his  defamers  and  abusers  shall  be 
swallowed  up  in  forgetfulness.  Sir,  1  am  aware  that  I 
am  wandering.  It  is  not  my  wisli  so  to  do,  but  to  an- 
swer the  arguments  and  repel  the  assaults  <d' those  that 
have  preceded  me.  The  member  from  Vii^nla  [Mr. 
liAmoLFH]  talked  very  pathetically  about  the  poor  man  ; 
Iiis  pound  of  stig&r,  peck  of  salt.  Etc.  Now,  Sir,  f  would 
be  glad  to  know  when  all  those  feelinfi^s  came  athwart 
the  ntember  }  Are  they  since  the  iluskisson  dinner 
at  Liverpool  >  They  do  not  comport  with  what  the 
member  is  reported  to  have  said  after  the  excursion  in 
the  I>ublin  steam  packets.  Mr.  V.  said  he  would  read 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  the  member's  sentiments 

at  that  time. 

[The  CHAIR  ssid  it  was  o»it  of  order,  and  again  ad- 
monished the  gentleman  ft-vm  Ohio,  that  personal  allusions 
cuuM  not  be  admitted.] 

Ur.  v.  said,  he  had  no  wi4  to  read  any  thing  that,  was 
out  of  order  :  but,  after  the  member  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  iHoaiif]  had,  on  yesterday,  read  the  letter  of  Levitt 
Harris,  ^ng  tu  impeach  the  character  and  motives  of 
the  President,  he  thought  it  would  he  admissible  for 
him  to  read  the  paper  referred  to  (  but,  aahe  liad  no 
dibposiiiun  to  do  or  read  any  thing  contrary  to  nde. 
he  woidd  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and 
apeak  of  (lie  fact  from  memory  alone.  The  member 
IVom  Virftinia,  at  the  time  and  place  to  which  1  had 
last  alluded  urged  the  People  to  keep  down  the  dregs  , 
of  society.  Verity,  John  Bull  must  have  stood  perfectly  > 
astounded,  to  hear  a  Virginia  democrat  liaran(;iiiiig  the 
nobility  of  England,  to  oppress  and  keep  und(;r  the 
lower  ortlers  of  wciety.  Yes,  give  them  another  wrench 
of  tlie  screw,  or  they  will  not  only  prove  blue  hut  bhck 
ruin.  Sir,  these  were  the  feelings  of  the  member  in  1836, 
but  they  have  mMerially  chang<  d  in  1828. 

The  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  RiMDOLrii]  has  in- 1 
fumcil  us  that  lie  has  witnessed  the  progress  tif  salaries  I 
under  this  Governnieiii,  and  has  referred  particularly  to  i 
that  of  the  Attorney  Gencnl,  which  at  the  time  of  his 
entering  into  public  life,  was  only  iViOO.   Now,  sir,  for 
the  benefit  oF  the  member,  as  well  as  the  llotise,  1  will 
inform  him  how  it  came  to  be  increased,  as  well  a*;  al- 
most all  the  other  salaries  of  the  officrra  of  the  difl'ereiit 
Departmeiils.    If  the  member  v  ill  examine  the  tiles  "of 
tlie  Intelligencer,  of  the  !8tli  November,  1803,  he  will 
liiid  that  it  was  hinuelf  that  made  the  motion  lu  have  it 
increased  to  f  3,030,  together  with  nrany  other  motions 


for  the  increaw  of  salaries  generally  throughout  tlie  dif- 
ferent Departments. 

A  few  more  words,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  am  done  with 
this  subject.  1  will  now,  as  1  always  have  done,  vote 
for  any  inquiry  relative  to  the  correction  of  abuses^  or  the 
economy  of  expenditure.  I  am  not  particular  whether 
the  amendment  or  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  the 
mover,  shall  succeed.  1  will  cheeifuUy  vote  for  eitlier  f 
and  I  trust  that  either  will  be  found  to  answer  the  ends 
of  correction,  if  indeed  correction  is  needed  ;  and  if  not, 
I  hope  those  that  have  thought  otherwise  heretofore, 
will  come  forth  and  declare  to  tlie  world,  that  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money  has  been  futbfull^ 
made.  The  member  from  Viiginia  has  said  that  this  is 
not  the  time.  Sir,  I  hope  the  house  will  think  other- 
wise, notwithstanding  he  has  told  us  that  the  great 
matter  must  first  be  attended  to— tliat  is,  tliey  must 
first  get  the  Slower,  and  all  their  energies  must  first  be 
directed  to  that  great  object  Will  the  member  be  so 
good  as  to  inform  us,  what  great  benefits  are  to  result  to 
tliis  nation,  when  the  power  shall  fall  into  their  hands  t 
Will  State  rights  be  again  restored,  agreeably  to  the 
Virginia  construction  of  the  constitution  'Ifao,  we  want 
to  know  it.  The  country  have  a  deep  interest  in  resist- 
ing these  dnclrincB  that  are  to  follow  the  halcyon  <la\  s  of 
the  new  dvimsty — when  all  may  either  walk,  ride,  ordriva 
through  tlie  mtid  up  to  the  hub,  shouting  buzxa  in  fiivor 
(if  the  Southern  policy  of  no  Roads,  no  Canals,  no  Hanu' 
factories )  but  Cotton  and  Tobacco,  the  Richmond  party, 
and  General  Jackson  forerer  ? 

Mr.  PE  VRCE  regretted  that  the  debate  ^ould  have 
taken  this  course,  and  also  that  there  should  have  been  any 
debate  upon  theae  resolutions.  It  sppeara  to  me  singuUr 
said  Mr.  P.  that  such  a  debate  should  have  existed  ;  for 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  are  in  fiivor  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  tliose  who  are  opposed  to  the  Adoun- 
istration,  onght  not  to  be  opposed  to  the  inqaiiy  which 
these  tvBolutions  will  authorize.  But,  Sir,  although  I  am 
in  favor  of  this  Admiutstiationt  and  have  ever  been  from 
the  commencement  of  it,  and  am  well  persuaded  I  shall 
be  to  its  termination  ;  more  especially  if  tliose  who  arc 
now  in  po'ver  shall  administer  the  affairs  of  this  country,  as 
they  have  administered  them  since  the  AdminiAration 
commenced,  let  it  not  be  undcrstoml,  or  infrned,  that, 
bec^usc  1  do  vote  fur  the  resolutions,  I  am  infloenced  by 
the  same  considerations  which  govern  others,  who  have 
participated  in  this  debate— their  motives  are  diiferent 
from  mine  i  and,  but  fur  the  range  of  this  debate,  the 
House  woidd  not  have  been,  at  Uiistime,  troubled  with,, 
any  remaiks  from  me.  Sir,  as  the  friend  of  this  Admi- 
nistration, 1  wish  the  conduct  of  those  in  power  might  be 
closely  investigated,  and  the  more  extensive  the  iiuiuiry, 
the  more  pleased  I  Khali  be.  If  their  conduct  w  ill  not 
withstand  any  iiivostij^ration  that  can  take  place,  they  are 
not  ciitilU  d  111  Ihc  cuiifideJice  of  the  People,  and  ongiit 
n<jt  to  be  hoiimid  witli  it.  I  know  they  are  willing  to 
meet  it,  are  anxious  for  it,  and  if  it  were  practicable, 
wouhl  he  willing,  to  spvak  ni  borrowed  language,  that  a 
full  and  complele  history  of  their  whole  proceedings 
should  he  written  in  sun-beams,  in  the  heavens,  that  all 
the  woiil  might  read  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  *otc  for  these  re- 
sohitiiins  bcciiUKt  I  think  there  are  any  good  reasons  (or 
the  »i!npti«n  of  them,  or  lltut  those  who  are  opposed  to 
us  will  hchilciil,rf,  upon  a  full  invcstiguiiun,  it  shall  he 
found  tliut  there  have  been  no  useless  expenditures, 
and  the  public  interest  lias  in  nowise  suffered,  for  the 
liist  three  years.  Those  who  are  disposed  to  arraign  this 
Administration  will  clamor,  will,  if  possible,  poison  the 
public  mind,  and  prejudice  the  People,  if,  upon  a  fair 
trial,  its  measures  should  be  found  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  bent  policy,  the  men  in  authority  as  able  ns  ai>y 
men  who  have  ht-rctofore  filled  the  places  which  they 
now  fill,  and  the  men  tliemselves  as  pure  as  angely.  I 
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have  no  pledges  to  redeem ;  I  have  been  brouj^t  here  by 
nobody,  and  have  made  no  promise  at  home*  that,  in  the 
event  of  my  coming,  the  National  debt  would  be  extin> 
guiahed  ;  and  I  miflit  further  add,  that  I  have  not,  since 
I  came  here,  received  any  inatnictiona  rehttve  lo  the 
Bubjecta  embraced  by  theie  KGohitions,  and  shall  conse- 
quently act  according  to  tny  own  convictions,  let  the 
consequences  which  may  follow  be  what  they  may.  The 
doctrine  which  inculcates  the  necessity  of  immediate  pay- 
ment of  a  Nation's  debt,  is,  abstracted  from  all  other  con* 
liderationH  a  popular  doctrine  ;  but,  whether  it  is  now  ex. 
pedient  to  apply,  or  a  sound  policy  would  require,  that 
any  greater  portion  of  the  Nation's  revenue  should  be 
applied  to  the  extiii^isbment  of  the  public  debt,  than  by 
law  is  annually  applied,  is  certainly  at  least  questionable, 
as  the  interests  and  concerns  of  this  nation'  are  such  as 
to  make  it  necessary  that  a  part  of  its  revenue  should  be 
applied  to  other  purposes.  We  leam  frqpi  high  authori- 
ty, that  it  iB.wrong  to  leave  for  posterity  those  burdens 
which  we  ought  to  bear  t  yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  know, 
it  would  be  unwise  to  take  upon  ourselves  the  whole  of 
those  burdens,  part  of  which  belong  lo,  and  ought  to  be 
borne  by,  foture  generations.  The  war  of  the'Hevolution 
was  not  for  the  three  millions  of  People  that  were  engag- 
ed in  it,  not  two  of  which  are  now  in  existence,  but  the 
benefits  and  advanlsges  that  were  lo  result  from  U,  were 
fur  them  and  their  posterity.  Aa  those  who  were  then  on 
the  stage  were  (o  participate  in  the  benefits  of  American 
Independence,  as  well  as  succeeding  generations,  it  was 
wise  aa  welt  as  just,  that  the  debt  of  the  Itevolutionary  war 
should  Iiave  been  paid  by  those  who  fought,  and  by  all 
those  who  were  soon  to  realise  the  anticipated  advantagea 
of  the  American  Revolution ;  ami  the  consei^uent  policy  of 
our  ancestors  was  to  pay,  themselves,  such  a  part  of  this 
debt  as  they  could  conveniently  pay,  and  leave  to  otliers 
who  were  to  share  in  the  benents,  the  payment  of  a  part 
Hence,  we  find  that  some  part  of  iliat  d«bt  is.  unpaid,  and 
the  payment  of  which  is  left  to  those  who  are  now  in  ex- 
istence. To  further  illustrate  the  view  tdtcn,  suppose 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  I^outsiaiw,  instead  of 
the  ram  paid,  it  was  found  expedient  to  have  given  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  nay,  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars — and  there  arc  men  in  this  country  who  are  now 
prepared  to  say,  thut  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
ftiven  that  sum,  than  not  to  have  ^oucsscil  ourselves  of 
that  Territorj' — the  payment  of  this  sum  of  money  must 
inevitably  have  imposed  upon  this  country  a  very  heavy 
debt ;  but  for  whom  would  the  ptirch,isc  have  been  nude— 
for  whose  use  and  benefit ,'  Why,  air,  for  those  who  were 
*  living  at  the  time  uf  the  purchase,  and  for  future  genera- 
tions— for  all  those  who  should  be  citizens  and  inhabitania 
of  these  United  States,  for  hundreds,  fur  thousands  ufyeora 
to  come.  Would  it  Uien  have  been  wise  or  politic  to  have 
tsjted  one  generation  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  contract- 
ed for  the  use  and  benefit  of  so  many  generations  ^  Sup- 
pose the  Bcquisiltoii  of  thiu  Territory  had  been  the  result 
of  a  war  with  France  or  Spain,  or  both,  and  the  expense 
of  that  war  had  impuscd  upon  our  country  a  debt,  in 
amount  equal  tu  tliat  mentioned,  the  question  would 
again  recur,  ought  the  same  to  be  extiiiguiKlied  by  one 
jreneration  Let  ihnse  «  ho  think  the  People  uf  this  coun- 
try or  ibcir  rulers  have  no.  otiilr  objvcis  to  direct  their 
attention  to,  but  the  payment  of  the  Nalioii's  debt,  an- 
swer these  questions.  Has  the  attention  of  the  present 
Administration,  as  well  as  those  which  preceded  it,  from 
jai5  to  1825,  been  directed  to  no  other  ohject,  but  the 
payment  of  the  Nation's  ilebt?  Ample  pravision  has  been  , 
made  for  tliis  payment,  by  all  these  AdminiKtraliuns,  and 
for  sustaining  (he  credit  of  tite  nation,  but  all  of  litem 
have  had  other  objects  in  view  ;  if  tliey  had  not,  the  re- 
venue and  resources  of  the  country  have  been  such  as  to 
have  long  ago  exiinguitihcd  the  public  debt}  butllie  extin- 
guialiment  must  have  been  made  under  such  circumstan- 


ces, as  to  have  left  the  country  in  a  condition  truly  depls- 
rable.  Prom  that  time  to  the  |»e8ent,  we  bare  im'uWm^. 
ed  at  least  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  huge  enough,  how- 
ever, in  time  of  peace  «  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  co— 
try  baa  been  applied  to  the  cultiv^on  of  mililuy  scafoor, 
to  provide  against  future  contiogencies ;  part  to  it»e  ai^ 
port  and  increase  of  a  navy  \  part  to  the  eiecUon  of  facti- 
fications  along  our  coasU  {  and  some  part  to  internal 
pruvement,  and  commercial  fsolities.  What*  w,  is  the 
present  debt  of  this  Nation,  compared  with  these  gnat 
objects^  In  war,  with  all  the  resources  of  the  ouia^ 
be  tliey  ever  so  great,  can  you  at  once,  or  in  Ume  to  mem. 
the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  organise  an  army  with  the 
skill  aad  military  science,  discipline  and  experieope,  which 
the  present  ot^nisalton  of  our  army  will  possess  io  tiw 
event  of  a  war ;  buikl  or  purchase  such  a  mv^  as  we  ihaM 
soon  have  under  the  present  plan  of  pragreasivc  MCresMt 
or  can  you  in  a  moment  line  our  Irontiers  with  fortifica- 
tions, or  render  the  cities  and  towns  on  our  seaboard  ia»- 
pregnablc  ?  The  question  of  internal  improrcaacnt,  « 
the  policy  of  the  measure,  is  now  settled,  never  sgahk  %m 
be  disturbed.  And  lo  what  better  purpose  can  a  psn  «f 
the  revenue  of  the  country  be  applied,  than  to  harbor 
improvements,  to  the  making  of  road^  the  constnirtiBi; 
of  canals  uniting  the  diflTerent  interests  of  the  ooanli;. 
furnishing  facililies  of  intercourse  to  cveiy  portion  and  sc^ 
lion  of  the  Union,  and  establishing  a  chain  of  union,  which 
neither  party,  nor  faction,  nor  intrigue,  can  sever.'  What, 
Sir,  is  the  argument  in  f^vor  of  the  payment  of  the  Nar 
tional  Debt  -■  we  should,  say  gentlemen,  be  better  psc- 
pared  for  war.  But  will  4hu  be  the  case,  if  the  resoufr 
ces  are  drained,  ar^d  the  countiy  stopped  in  the  prosecap 
tion  of  those  gnuid  objects,  the  accomplisltment  of  which 
is  •to  necessary  to  prepare  us  for  war  r  This  Hoase  has 
already  determined,  by  a  very  decided  majority,  that, 
popular  as  the  atvument  is  in  favor  of  paying  the  National 
Debt,  they  would  not  sell  the  interest  of  the  Gorenuneat 
in  the  United  States'  Bank,  to  hasten  the  irninpiish- 
ment  t  nor  will  they,  as  I  bebeve,  abandon  those  great 
objects  now  commenced,  and  in  ftvomble  progress  i« 
the  prosecution  and  completion  of  many  of  which  the 
country- has  so  deep  an  interest 

The  argument,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  fiivor  of  the  pajrvKat 
of  our  National  Debt,  has  been  enforced,  or  rather  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  enforce  it,  by  the  gcatkaMm 
from  North  Canrfhis,  [UrCaBsoa]  by  comparing  a  satioM 
in  debt,  with  an  individual,  or  ibe  head  of  a  faaily  ia  lha 
same  situation.  What  prudent  head  of  a  family  vouU 
not  pay  his  debts^  who  consulted  his  own  interest,  as 
soon  as  his  resources  would  admit  irf  it .'  _  In  answer  lo 
that  gentleman,  as  witli  an  individual,  so  wilh  a  mtio^ 
the  soundness  and  correctness  of  Ihe  policy  of  the  one  as 
well  as  the  other,  will  depend  on  the  circumstaaces  of  tha 
case  t  and  if  the.  individual  doea  not  pay  an  exorbilaat 
interest — if  his  lands  are  rising  in  value— if  he  is  ta  the 
neigliborkoodof  agoed  market,  where  he  can  turn  at  all 
times  Ihe  product  ofhis  soil  into  money — and,  to  uaea  term 
that  will  be  well  understood  by  most,  if  not  alt  the  meak- 
bera  of  this  Uouse— if  betterments  are  necessary,  it  may 
be  necessary  for  him  tu  apply  a  part  of  bia  incfHoe  to  tkls 
erection  or  llie  making  of  those  betterments,  reserving 
enough  to  pay  the  inlerest  of  money,  and  gnwlually  cxtia- 
giiish  the  principal,  than  apply  the  whole  of  his  incoau 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  more  especially  whcM  it  ■ 
not  necessary  to  do  this,  to  sustain  his  credit ;  the  doing 
of  which  would  be  an  abandonment  of  other  interests,  as 
important,and  moreimportant.than  the  payment  at  once  of 
the  whole  of  his  debts.  And.  in  reference  to  thedcbtsf 
this  Nation,  it  has  been  shewn  by  my  friend  from  Pea* 
sylvania,  now  near  roe,  [Mr.  Stswabt]  that  a  part  of  it 
is  not  yet  redeemable,  and  the  contingency  upon  whiA 
it  was  lo  have  been  paid,  does  not  yet  eaust  \  that  Ih* 
provision  now  made  for  the  amuiiil  extii^ishmcBt  af 
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bath  prinotpaland  interest,  wiU  in  aTeiyfewymnwipe 
turay  the  wbole.    I  rate  not  for  these  resolutions,  influ- 
enced by  the  populup  argument  srising  from  the  payfnent 
of  the  NHtionul  Debt ;  ample  provision  is  made  for  that 
md  the  same  is  sinking  as  Ikst  ss  the  Government  ought 
vT-  can  sink  it,  in  justice  to  other  interests. 

This  is  my  view  of  this  subject,  these  are  my  senti 
■lento— sentinenlB  which  I  avow  here,  and  will  maintain 
ebewhere.  This  Admimstmtion  is  not,  in  tny  opinion, 
to  be  put  down  by  the  declaration  of  the  g^entleman  from 
Vir]ifinia,  [Mr.  RiirDOLpa]  that  the  second  Adams,  if  lie 
does  not  kvow  the  doctrine,  is  pursuing  the  policy  of  the 
ftrat  Adams,  that  a  nations)  debt  is  a  national  blessing — an 
Administiation,  short  as  it  has  been,  that  hu  applied  thirty 
tiirra  millions  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  anil  lias 
extiapaished  twenty-tliree  milKons  of  the  principal.  If  it 
were  iiecessar}'  to  vindicate  the  first  Adams,  I  could  tell 
the  ^ndeman  from  Vir|^nia.  that  the  flrst  Adams  never 
did  declare  that  a  national  debt  was  a  national  blessing-. 
This  was  the  language  of  a  distinguished  Federalist  m 
*9Q  — a  geatleman  from  New  York,  Gouvemeur  Morris, 
vbo  wasa  member  of  this  House  at  the  time  the  declara- 
tioa  was  made  t  snd  I  do  not  Ihuik  it  either  liberal,  or  char- 
itably or  just,  to  make  any  President  aniwerablc  for  all 
that  may  be  said,  if  for  any  thing,  by  those  who  constitute 
the  majority  in  either  House  diiriiig  his  Administration. 
I  repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men, grounded,  under  existing  circumstances,  upon  a 
nore  speedy  extineuhhrnent  of  the  twtional  debt,  which 
indoees  me  to  vote  Tor  tliese  resolutions.  The  ai^umenls 
drawn  from  this  subject  will  do  belter  elsewhere  than 
here.  They  may  be  powerftil  weapons  under  the  direc- 
tion of  stump  orators,  and  they  are  just  such  ari^uments 
«  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who,  in  the  lan- 
ffoage  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  MitcbkliJ 
had  Juit  tt-rived,  **  liot  from  the  oven  of  their  constitu- 
ents." 

Mr.  Speaker,  altliough  I  am  in  fiivor  of  retrenchment, 
if  any  can  be  made,  without  serious  injury  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  and  will  vote  for  any  commit- 
tee, which  can  be  raised  to  luok  into  this  subject,  I  will 
not,  in  the  quoted  kinguage  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, "  go  as  far  as  he  who  goes  farthest."   As  my  friend 
from  Alaryland  [Ur.  BanaxTj  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  and 
as  three  from  tliat  State  have  addrewed  the  Iloase  sinee 
these  resolutions  were  submitted  for  our  consideration, 
permit  me,  Sir,  to  say,  that  I  refer  to  that  gentleman  who 
has  intruduced  hts  horse  into  this  debate,  although  he  has 
iiot,  like  HeUogabuluE,  conducted  him,  in  pnipriapenma, 
iirto  this  hall.    I  deal  in  no  such  wholesale  declara- 
I  ions.    I  wyi  first  enquire  how  fia  it  may  be  oecessaiy  to 
SOy  and  will  first  learn  how  far  be  does  go  who  goes  far- 
thest, before  I  shaU  be  prepared  to  say  iTiat  1  will  "go  as 
f^r  us  he  who  gi>es  farihest"  in  wducii)g  our  own  com< 
peusution,  w  the  pay  or  emolument  of  others.    I  would 
first  enquire  how  far  tiie  compensation  of  members  could 
be  reduce<l  without  injury  to  the  Government,  or  detri- 
uieitt  lu  the  People.    1  will  not  agree  to  sach  a  reduction 
of  the  pay  of  membersas  to  leave  our  seats  to  be  occupied 
by  two  classes  of  our  citizens,  the  most  wealtliy,  and  the 
poorest  of  our  cttizem^  only  one  of  which  could  affovd 
to  come  here — whose  reward-would  be  the  gratification 
oftheir  own  ambition ;  and  the  other  would  c<»»e,  having 
a  grater  regard  to  their  own  promotion  or  their  person.tl 
aggrandisement  tlian  the  prosperity  or  liappiness  ortheir 
country.    Some  gentlemen  appear  extremely  unwilling 
to  ssy  oue  wurd  id)out  our  own  compensation,  and  think 
it  necessary  and  lawful  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  every 
ojGcer  of  the  Government ;  but  the  moment  the  compen- 
satjou  of  membeni  is  referred  to,  they  would  have  us  wrap 
ourselves  up  in  our  own  consequence,  and,  availing  our. 
selres  of  the  powers  with  which  we  are  clothed^  my  to 
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tlie  nation  and  to  the  world,  hands  oflT  I    We  are  told  by 
the  gentleman  fnmi  Tennessee,  who  addressed  the  Iloase 
a  few  days  ago,  [Mr;  Mitobili.]  that  no  man  can  come  to 
this  House  without  a  great  sacrifice  on  his  part,  and  that, 
since  the  last  adjoumment,  he  has  made  more  money  by 
his  profession,  th:in  he  would  realize  should  he  remain  a 
member  twenty  years.    From  this  declaration,  we  learn 
tliftt  the  gentlenun's  services  are  duly  appredatwl,  and 
his  talents  properly  estimated,  at  home  as  well  as  abroad ; 
and  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  give  him  credit  for 
his  patriotism,  his  devotion  to  thelisst  interests  of  his 
country,  and  will  one  day  reward  him  for  tl>e  monstrous 
sacrifice  he  makes  in  becoming  a  member  of  this  House. 
I  envy  the  gentleman's  success  and  patronage,  and  per- 
haps but  a  very  few  men  could  be  found,  tvho  would  be  a 
member  of  Congress,  undersueh  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances.  But  the  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  every  member 
who  comes  here,  is  not  so  great  as  that  gentleman's.  Not* 
withstanding  the  views  of  gentlemen,  I  would  extend 
our  inquiries  to  our  own  cempensation,  and  to  the  ex> 
penses  of  this  House.   Where  is  the  man,  who,  in  this 
GoTOiment,  whOk  in  this  District,  fills  a  place,  and  re- 
ceives a  salary,  ttiat  can  save  any  part  of  the  compensa- 
tion he  receives  ?    Hanv  pf  those  who  have  fortune^  ex- 
haust them  during  the  tiroe  Ihcy  remain  here  {  and  those 
who  have  not,  leave  to  their  children  'poverty,  as  the  on- 
ly legacy  they  can  bequeath  them  \  if  they  live  long 
enough  to  educate  their  children,  they  have  the  benefit 
of  tlut  education,  if  not,  they  must  depend  upon  charity 
and  fliends  for  a  support  and  education  wluch  they  can- 
not derive  from  any  estate  of  those  vho  have  received 
those  salaries  at  Washington,  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  retrench.    The  men  here,  sir,  appointed  to  do  the  bu- 
sineM  of  the  Government,  are  not  to  be  censured  be- 
cause they  cannot  live  upon  less ;  they  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  the  expenses  of  the  place,  and  for  the  high 
price  at  which  everv  thing  sells  ;  they  are  here,  and  are 
obliged  to  live  as  others  live.   On  the  score  of  emolu- 
ment, there  is  not  a  man  who  holds  an  office  in  this  City, 
from  the  first  Secretary  to  the  lowest  Me^enger,  whose 
situation  is  an  enviable  one,  or  to  be  coveted.    Many  of 
the  meclianics  of  our  prindpal  cities  receive  as  much, 
snd  live  as  well,  and  are  sure  to  leave  their  faniUes  hi  a 
better  situation.   Let,  however,  the  huwness  of  retrench- 
ment commence  %  let  gentlemen  ferret  out  the  abuses  of 
the  Government — perhaps,  on  inquiry,  some  may  be 
found  I  let  our  inquiries  extend  to  our  compensation,  and 
to  the  expenditures  of  this  ilouse,  and  if  any  should  be 
found,  they  will  not  be  chargeable  to  this  administration.  _ 
1'he  officers  of  the  Government  receive  the  samffcom- 
pensation  under  this  they  received  under  former  admin* 
istraliona  ;  tlie  members  of  this  House  receive  the  same 
pay  they  liave  for  years  received,  and  altliough  but  a  lit* 
tie  will  be  gained  by  the  imposed  inquiry,  bt  it  take 
place ;  neitlicr  the  administnttion  ur  its  friends  have  any 
thing  to  fear. 

In  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  to  retrench,  the  Militaiy 
School  at  West  Pomt  has  occupied  their  attention,  and 
violent  hands  have  been  laid  upon  it.  I  did  hope  that 
this  institution,  which  is  more  creditable  to  this  Govern- 
ment than  any  otiier  in  it,  and  which,  I  had  supposed, 
was  the  favorite  child  of  the  nation,  would  have  been 
spared.  I,  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  attended  one  of  the 
annual  examinations  of  that  School,  and  can,  with  other 
^ntJeroen  who  have  spoken,  bear  witness  to  its  merits, 
f  its  merits  are  not  generally  known.  Until  the  com- 
mencement*of  this  debate,  1  had  supposed  they  were. 
We  are  told,  sir,  by  the  gentleman  from  I'ennessee,  [Mr. 
MiTCHEu.]  that  it  is  the  nursery  of  Aristecracyt  created 
tot  the  education  of  the  rich  man's  son,  and  a  place 
where  the  widow's  son  or  the  orphan  boy  cannot  enter  ; 
or,  if  he  does  enter,  cannot  long  remain  \  established  for 
the  ediraUioD  ttf  the  wns  of  memben  of  Coi^ifeK^  and 
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those  who  ire  high  in  offlce.  I  would  My  to  the  gen- 
tleimn  frrnn  TennesMe,  ttwt  he  is  mbtsken— that  be  hu 
been  nuBinfonned — that,  although  I  shall  not  question 
what  he  has  sani,  in  relation  to  tlie  tons  of  jhose  coming 
from  his  own  State,  his  remarks  will  not  apply  to  thotie 
who  have  been  educated  at  that  School,  citizens  of  the 
State  whidi  1  represent.  Let  the  gentlenuui  examine 
the  catalogue  of  i^uatca,  and  he  wiU  find  that  there 
are  men  who  have  had  the  b«ne6ts  of  Ibis  School,  and 
shared  in  its  honors^  who  were  net  sens  of  members  of 
Congress,  or  those  in  power.  Let  the  gentleman  examine 
the  Army  Register,  and  he  will  also  find  that  the  best 
and  most  meritorious  of  our  officers  are  graduates  of  this 
School,  who  were  the  eons  of-  wtdowt,  ixe  orphan  boys, 
the  sons  of  ttaosfe  who  had  nothing  but  poverty  to  leave 
to  their  diiUren  for  an  inherttauee,  and  are  indebted  to 
this  institution  alone  for  the  eduoation  which  they  re- 
ceived. To  avoid,  if  possible,  the  recital  of  names,  who 
is  the  gentleman,  who  has  now  the  principal  superinten- 
dence of  your  fortification*,  and  wlw  disdiarges  his  du* 
ties  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and  justice  to  the 
nation  ?  Who  is  the  ud  of  yoor  GommaBde^in^hicf  i 


Who  is  new  Hut  udstant  to       Chief  Ei^jineer  .*  And 
I  might  extend  the  inquiry  to  a  very  great  length,  of 
men  who  ace  ornaments  to  their  country,  and  men  who, 
but  for  this  School,  would  never  have  received  the  edu< 
cation  and  advantages- which  they  derived  from  H.  I 
once  entertained  the  opinion— an  opinion  fonned  with- 
out iMeb  reflection,  that  the  doers  of  tlus  iiwtitutioa 
ei^ttobe  opened  to  the  poor  only,  and  the  sons  of  tiie 
wealthy  should  be  debarred,  and  stated  nqr  views  to  tiie 
Vioe  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  first  conver- 
sation 1  ever  had  with  that  diattnguished  man,  and  learnt 
from  him  tiwt  others  had  expreased  the  same  opinions  \ 
but,  said  he,  to  make  Uus  a  ScImoI  for  the  indigent, 
would  render  it  lev  vahiahla  to  tiiem,  as  they  would  not 
be  excited  by  the  Mme  spirit  <rf  emuUtien  i  tiiat  geiuua 
was  to  be  found  in  all  grades  of  society, 'all  classes  and 
ranks  of  men  t  uid  it  was  the  object  of  the  Government 
of  the  Unitedt^Utes  to  enlist  into  iu  service  the  best  U- 
lents,  whether  lound  amimg  the  ricit  or  the  poor.  Fur- 
ther reflection  has  satisfied  me  that  the  viewi  of  the  late 
Seoctary     War  were  oorrect.   Genius  is  not  confined 
te  any  grade  of  Tifo  i  it  is  found  among  children  of  the 
allium,  and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  princely  palace.  At 
this  institution,  a  soldiirr's  son— yes,  sir,  the  son  of  a  Ser- 
geant in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  receives  the  first 
honors,  while  the  sons  of  two  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
Speakers  of  this  House,  sre  uwble  to  pass  through  the 
orderf  of  an  aMUial  exandnation.   If,  rir,  fovoritism  exists 
in  other  inelitutionB,  it  has  no  abiding  place  in  thist  for, 
here  they  all  rise  or  fall  by  Iheir  meriu  or  demerits,  and 
there  are  none  who  are  the  sons  of  tlie  poor,  and  none 
who  arc  the  sons  of  the  rich  >  fur  no  such  distinctions  are 
kept  up  by  the  officers  of  that  institution.   The  students 
themselves  soon  find  of  bow  little  use  they  are.    Sir,  if  I 
had  a  son  old  enough  to  be  admitted  into  that  Academy  % 
if  I  had  any  influence  with  those  in  power— I  know  I  have 
none— if  my  friends  bad  any,  it  should  be  exerted  and 
called  into  <qieration,  if  necessary,  to  procure  ^  that  son 
an  admittance  t  this  I  would  do  without  pnperty.    If,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  had  the  wealth  of  my  friend  nom  New 
York,  [Mr.  Va»  RaassxuaB]  (and  I  may  be  permitted  to 
cull  him  so,  whose  philanthropic  spirit  makes  him  the 
friend  of  mankind)  the  moat  wealthy  man  in  this  House, 
if  not  in  this  nation,  1  would  not,  Kke  that  gentleman, 
send  my  son  to  a  private  School,  where  the  wme  sden* 
ces  are  taught  %  but,  if  influence  were  neccMaiy,  I  would 
resort  to<jt,  to  procure  for  him  a  place  at  this  School. 
WiiBt  greater  benefit  could  you  confer  upon  the  son  of 
the  rich,  as  well  as  poor,  than  by  teaching  both  that,  in 
tilts  country,  the  road  to  preferment  is  open  to  both,  and 
the  lughcM  hoaan  aie  wubin  Uie  cmch  of  botb--tliat  po- 


verty is  no  emlHtmuBmeat,  and  wealth  fomisbes  no  foet- 
lities  >  What  better  practical  lessons.  What  move  —efiil, 
or  which  are  l>etter  teats  of  the  excellence  of  o«r  form  of 
Government,  and  the  bleswngs  which  our  free  insbto- 
tions  confer,  than  thoae  whidi  are  taught  at  ttus  iaat^- 
tion  ?  Wliatbetterplantofiretheanmitionoftbepear; 
and  excite  the  emulaoon  of  the  rich,  than  the  sgntMS  in 
force  at  this  School,  where  the  Senator's  son  and  the 
widow's  son  are  pkeed  upon  an  equabty,  and  both  are 
told  that,  in  this  country,  that,  at  that  School,  the  **  mind 
is  the  measure  of  the  man  ^'  So  kn^  as  that  usefnl  sad 
distiiwuiidied  officer,  now  the  superintendent  of  this  ia- 
stitutKMi—an  officer  whose  talents  and  ac^oireOicata  ase 
such  as  lo-qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  port 
or  office  in  this  Cbivemment,  or  recognized  Iqr  our  lam, 
and  whoJias  pecuViur  qualificatioaalor  the  omcc,  the  da- 
tiet  of  which  be  now  diacharge*  in  a  manner  as  ereiUla- 
ble  to  himself  as  satii^Ktory  to  the  nation — dtall  preade 
over  this  institution,  so  lonv  will  the  great  advanU^cs 
which  the  nation  has  derived  from  it  be  dispensed,  and  ■» 
Im^  will  the  nation  continue  to  realise  u»em.  In  jia- 
tiee,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  heail  of  the  War  Dcpartmca^ 
and  that  respousibUity  may  rest  where  it  belongs^  I  ha^ 
to  be  indulged  with  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  inuVa 
appointments  are  made.  There  is  allotted  to  eaell  fltrts 
a>  many  CadetR  as  there  are  Itepresentativa  and  Senalsiat 
and,  in  thfne  States  which  elect  by  dbtricts,  one  to  ca^ 
Coogresttonal  district.  In  making  the  sekction,  it  isisa- 
soniible  to  suppose  that  reeoomwndatwns  of  oi—itMi 
have,  with  Una  Secretary  of  War,  great  weight.  Thn^ 
sir,  suppose  that  tliose  abuses,  referred  to  by  tbe  grade- 
man  from  Tennessee.  [Mr.  Mimsixl  have  esistM— Irl 
it  not  be  understood  that  I  make  any  admisaioos  who  ii, 
or  ought  to  be,  responsible  for  these  abuses  i  And  m 
whom  should  tbe  censure  fell  i   Not  upon  tbe  Prnidest 


or  his  Secretary,  but  upon  the  membns.    In  justice  ts 
the  uiefiil,  as  well  as  distingwdted  officer  new  at  the 
bead  of  the  War  Department,  I  s^l  forther  st^,  whstl 
know  to  be  true,  when  every  thing  else  is  equal,  it  Ins 
been  lus  unifbrm  practice  to  give  tbe  preference,  ta 
selection  to  be  made,  to  the  son  of  him  who  la  pocr- 
Having  met  some  of  the  objeeticms  to  Ihia  institutiun,  ai^ 
in  fec^  idl  that  I  have  distincify  heard,  and  riiown  that  it 
is  not  sudi-an  institution  as  it  has  been  represented  toke; 
that  neither  this  Government  nor  administration  ought  te 
be  censured  for  its  fostering  care  towards  it  \  thai  the 
present  adminiatration  has  pursued  the  suae  course  to- 
wards it  that  others  hare  done  (  that  the  expcnditam 
are  the  same— for  I  did  understand  the  genttenm  froia 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cabsov]  to  witlidraw  the  objcdiaa 
he  made  on  account  of  the  fifteen  thousand  dollars  pnd 
the  supcrmunefaiy  lieutenant^  or  to  a^mt  jbat,«Bder 
former  adndiuitnittons,  rimikr  apprapriatiens  were  oude^ 
and  the  same  amount  paid— it  becomes  necessary  to  ia- 
quire,  what  was  the  object  of  the  Govcmmer.t  of  tU 
United  State*  in  the  esublishment  of  this  instiiutioB  > 
What  are  the  benefits  which  are  derived  from  it  }  Anl 
whether  the  oliuects  contemplated  have  hem,  or  wtU  be, 
attuned  f  It  has  been  suted,  and  tndy  stated,  by  tbsse 
who  have  preceded  me  in  this  ddiate,  that  this  institntioB 
was  projected  by  Wastiington,  and  fiiunded  by  Jeffemoo. 
1  would  add,  that  it  began  to  flourish  under  the  auspices 
of  John  0.  Calhoun,  to  whom  it  seems  to  have  been  as 
dear  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to  it,  and, 
on  all  occaKons,  evinced  his  devotion.    The  moment  we 
deelar^  by  any  vote  or  act  of  ow^  that  tUa  insiitntion  ii 
an  useleM  one  i  that  it  la  liable  to  those  imputaiiosf 
which  have  been  east  upon  it,  that  moment,  «r,  your 
Vice  Prendent,  if  not  shorn  of  dl  hia  bearoa,  is  deprived 
of  half  his  glory.  Look  into  the  cotrespondcnce  between 
Wasliington  and  tlte  Continental  Coi^frest,  and  ymi  wiH 
find  him  continually  ut|png  upon  that  body,  pressiii^  upon 
tbeoik  tljw  oeoeaai^  wUota  existed  for  tbe  cnployaeBt  sf 
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MM  engineer*.  Hiey  were  not  to  be  fuund  in  the  coun- 
try, for  there  were  no  military  vchoob  i  recourie  wMlwd, 
and  necesa»ily«.  to  foreiffn  countriei^  u  liu  rinoe  been 
had,  for  th>t  militwy  ikiU  which  wm«  not  to  be  found  at 
home  t  and  military  science  was  tben,  as  it  has  since  been, 
Hi^iorted,  but  not  then,  nor  since,  so  aa  tu  answer  all  the 
reqdiutMHM  of  the  Government )  and,  knowing  the  neces- 
sity fiw  such  schools,  Its  establishment  was  among  the 
flnt  recommendaliuns  of  the  first  Preddent  of  these  Uni- 
ted Staler  The  fortifications  wiiieh  were  commenced  in 
*98— •ome  of  which  were  finished,  most,  if  not  all,  have 
•ince  been  found  useless,  if  not  worse  than  tueless:  for 
their  erection  has  been  the  cause  of  troublo,  as  well  as 
expense,  in  pullii^  them  down— show  tlie  neceanty  of 
Midi  a  scbwd.  Many  of  the  disasters  whieh,  during  the 
lite  wnv  attended  the  American  army,  show  tbe  want  of 
■ffteb  n  school :  for,  at  that  period,  the  graduates  were  few, 
«nd  not  one<tenth  part  of  the  number  required  could 
be  found:  1  might  add,  for  I  Uiink  I  should  be  wartmnt- 
ed  m  the  declaration,  that,  to  the  military  skill  wlucb  was 
drawn  from  this  achool,  arc  we  mainly  indebted  for  many, 
if  not  all  the  brilliant  vicfories  of  our  army,  achieved  dur< 
"•8  *l>at  wy.  Perhaps,  sir,  the  commuider  in  chief  would 
■cknowiedge,  that,  for  whatever  share  of  honor  or  gttHV 
that  was  acquired  in  tbe  battles  of  Chippewa,  ai&  cMT 
Bridgewater,  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Une,  and  in  the 
memorable  sortie  from  that  fort, -the  army  was  greallv  in- 
tlebted  to  the  suns  of  West  Point.  The  monument  by 
BhB  erected  at  that  Point,  to  the  memory  oS  the  gallant 
and  lameoted  Wood  who  fbil  in  that  sortie,  is  the  best 
endenoe  of  his  estimatiou  of  the  efScient  service  of  those 
•on^  and  tltcir  countiy's  obligation.  Sir,  the  fivquent 
eaUs  that  have  been  recently  made  upon  Congress  for  an 
incpease  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  might 
be  referred  to  as  further  evidence  of  the  utility  of  this 
aohoo^  and  of  the  advantages  which  it  will  conier  on  the 
nMion  in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  war.  The  young  men 
'»ow*eive  the  honors  of  tliat  institution,  do  no^  from 
j«n  the  army  t  it  is  optional  with  them  to  do  it 
or  not :  there  are  many  of  them  who  do  not,  but  return 
to  their  friends,  and  engage  in  civil  pursuits.  Are  there 
no  benefiU  to  bo  derived  from  the  education  of  these 
TOcn  at  this  school  *  Yes,  sir,  their  knowledge  will  not 
be  aa  water  qiilt  upon  the  ground,  but,  even  in  the  mnks 
«*  our  militia,  and  at  the  heads  of  our  militia  companies, 
St  wdl  show  itself,  and  the  whole  militia  of  the  country 
in  its  benefits ;  thus,  if  not  making  regular 
soMiers  of  our  militia,  extending  to  them  a  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war  and  a  knowledge  which,  without  the  aid 
of  this  school,  could  not  be  well  acquired  in  time  of 
peace.  Not  to  extend  my  remarks  in  relation  to  thb  in- 
■trtution  farther,  but  in  a  few  words  to  present  to  the 
Hotue  tU  advantages,  aad  tbe  argumenu  in  favor  con- 
-tinuuig  the  patronage  it  has  ever  received— if,  in  peace, 
it  ts  good  poUcy  to  prepare  fur  war,  we  must  still  continue 
our  patronage.  If  the  iatemalimprormenta,  loogiince 
conuneaced,  an  to  be  further  prosecuted,  we  must  con- 
l^nue  «ir  patronage  i  If  the  a>stsm  of  fortifications  ceip. 
HMnced,  and  now  in  a  progrcHive  state,  are  to  be  com- 
pleted, this  institution  must  receive,  and  continue  to  re- 
c«i»e  the  patronage  of  the  GovemmenU  If  it  be  correct 
to  dMCipliiie,  and  make  mm  cffi^t  the  Militia  of  the 
State^  this  institution  mutt  be  nudntiuiied.  And,  Sir,  if 
Tandalism  should  ever  commence  its  inroads  upon  this 
land,  destroying  whatever  is  valuable  in  the  institutions 
of  this  country,  created  by  a  salutary  and  libend  puUcy, 
1  pray  God,  that  this  institution  will  be  the  last  spared 
monument,  and  will  remain  until  long  after  others  have 
felt  its  contandnatug  touch,  uouUied  froB  tbe  inpovtioD 
of  Ks  withering  bands. 

Now,  Sir,  what  are  the  otl»r  subieota  orretrendnnent 
which  tlie  seal  of  gentlemen  to  do  the  republic  some  ser- 
vice, aa  well  as  their  patriotism,  bare  directed  our  atlea- 


tion  to  }  Why,  Sir,  there  are  loo  many  Auditors,  one  at 
least  of  themcan  be  spared.  The  Sth,  wearetokl  by  one 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cultos]  mutt  now  be  an 
useless  officer,  and  that  office  ought  to  be  abolished  t  but 
in  this  idtack,  the  gentlenlftn  from  Kentucky  is  met  by  a 
gentleman  fron  Penn^lvania,  [Mr.  Bdchuiak]  who  tells 
him  that  this  officer  is  the  most  imptHtant  qfficer  of  the 
wliole  of  them,  and  enumerate  tiie  duties  of  the  incum- 
bent 1  the  next  day,  another  gentleman  fhin  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Uahui.]  in  his  pbwe,  telb  tbe  House,  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  best  tu  spare  the  5tb  Auditor,  but,  as  to  the 
4th,  he  must  surely  die.  Why  this  shift,  and  sudden 
change  }  Is  the  5th  less  obnoxious  to  gentlemen  than 
the  4th  Auditvi  if  so,  why  1  And  do  (gentlemen  know 
any  thing  about  the  duties  of  either  of  these  officers,  and 
whether  they  are  not  as  numerous  and  as  onerous  now, 
as  they  heretofore  have  been  *  I  once  held  an  office 
under  this  Government,  held  it  until  I  came  be«et  the 
duties  of  which  made  me  aeqiuunted  witli  some  of  the 
duties  of  the  Sth  Auditor,  and,  so  fax  from  his  having 
nothing  tu  d(^  tlie  wonder  was,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
discharge  one  half  of  tlie  duties  which  the  office  b"  <ie- 
volved  upon  him.  What,  sir,  are  the  duties  of  that  officer  ' 
Ue  ia  the  Agent  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  Agent  of  all  the 
ruits  brought  by  the  United  Stat^  against  hundreds,  nay 
thousands  of  individtuls,  almost  every  year  %  these  he  has 
to  superintend.  With  every  clerk,  every  marshal,  every 
attorney,  of  the  United  Statea,  in  the  twenty-four  Sutc^ 
and  tbeu-  Territories,  he  ia  in  constant  correspondence  ,from 
each  of  whom  he  receives  at  least  ux  repurta  a  year,  from 
some  of  them  more  than  Uiat  number  \  he  has  charge  of 
the  wh(^  light-house  ettablisliment,  those  built,  as  well 
as  those  ordered  every  year  to  be  built  t  he  superintends 
a  great  share  of  tlie  moneys  disbursed  to  the  civil  officers 
of  this  Government,  as  well  aa  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts.  I  have  not  now,  periiaps,  Hr.  Speaker,  refer- 
red to  one  half  (rf*  the  duties  of  the  Sth  Auditor— on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  it  was  wlien  the  bill  was  under  consi- 
deration for  an  increase  of  the  Postmatter  General's  com- 
pMsation,  I  ttated  to  the  House,  that  I  thouglit  the  duties 
of  this  ofKcer  were  such  as  to  authorize  us  to  increase  his 
salary.  I  think  so  now,  and  would  vote  for  a  bill  report- 
ed for  tliat  purpose,  with  as  much  cheerfulness  aa  for  any 
bill  tiiat  could  be  reported  to  this  House.  With  the  du- 
ties of  the  4th  Auditor  1  am  not  so  well  acquainted,  but 
have  undtntood  that  he  hu  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all 
the  officers  of  tiie  Navy,  and  that  is  but  a  smaU  part  of  his 
duties.  Neither  of  tltese  offices  were  created  by  the 
present  Administration,  nor  b^  any  law  passed  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Administration,  nor  were  t)ie  sala- 
ries of  tbe  incumbents  fixed  by  any  law  passed  since — 
let  gentlemen  inquire,  befwe  tlte  attention  of  the  House 
IS  directed  to  tiiese  officers,  whether  the  same  causes  do 
not  DOW  exist  fiir  tiieir  continuance,  which  existed  at  tlte 
time  they  were  created.  But,  as  another  ground  of  cum- 
|>lMnt.  aiid  I  suppose  as  a  chaifre  aguntt  this  Administra- 
tion, we  are  told  by  tlie  honorable  gentleman  fhiin  Ken- 
tucky, [Ur.  Uahisl]  the  clerks  in  the  Departments  do 
not,  like  tbe  laborers  in  that  State,  work  from  sun  to  sunt 
aod  he  has  once  been  at  one  of  the  offices,  and  did  nut 
find  the  ^erk  with  whom  he  had  buuness  at  his  desk. 
.Sir,  they  do  act  work  from  sun  to  sun,  like  the  laborer  in 
the  field,  nmr  do  Uiey  so  wwk  any  where  else.  Are 
there  not  Banks  in  Kentucky,  and  do  the  casliiers  and 
their  clerks,  like  laborers  in  the  field,  work  from  sun  to 
sun  }  Do  the  clerks  in  the  State  or  Treasury  Depart- 
ments in  that  State  work  from  sun  to  sua  ?  Thi»e  men,  like 
other  men  of  Mdentary  habits,  must  have  a  little  time  to 
eat^  a  Utile  time  to  uecp,  a  little  time  fbr  recreation  or 
exerdse— without  wbidi  such  men.could  not  live.  Tlie 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  been  more  unfortunate 
than  other  men.  I  never  went  to  one  of  the  public  offices, 
durii^  office  boun^  witlioui  finding  the  clcrlu  at  tlietr 
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pMtB.  Perhtpi,  when  the  gentleman  called,  the  clerk 
who«e  business  it  waito  give  him  the  inrormation  requir- 
ed, was  aick.  We  all  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  the  du- 
ties of  the  clerks,  as  well  as  the  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments are,  during-  the  time  Conf^ress  is  in  session.  For 
nearly  one  half  of  ■  session,  this  House  is  inundated  with 
resolutions  «allin;  for  tlocumentt  and  informat'on,  and  to 
comply  with  the  calls  made,  these  clerks  are  often  em- 
ployed nights  as  well  as  days.  Were  their  salaries  fixed, 
or  their  appointments  made,  under  this  Administration  ? 
No,  but  let  it  not  be  said,  however,  that,  as  a  friend  of  this 
Administration,  I  object  to  any  investigation  as  to  them. 
If  any  thing  can  be  found  to  be  retrenched,  let  it  be 
done. 

But  another  chn'-ge  against  this  Admintalration  is  pre- 
ferred, and,  conscqtien'Tv,  another  leason  for  inquiry  is 
given,  by  the  ■gentlem;.!!  from  North  Carolina.  The  wait- 
ers of  this  fTmisc  are  employetl  by  members  in  folding 
the  Anii-Jncksun  Convention  Address,  written  by  Chap- 
man Johnson,  to  be  sent  off  to  the  South,  to  produce  a 
re-action  in  the  public  mind.  If  there  be  nothing  in 
those  addresses  which  are  unanswerable,  the  gentleman 
ought  not  to  be  alarmed.  He  says  he  is  not,  and  that  the 
South  will  do  her  duty.  And,  if  so,  why  has  Chnpman 
Johnson's  name  been  brought  into  this  debate?  The 
waiters  of  this  Honse  are  paid  by  the  day  ;  and,  if  not 
employed  in  folding  these  addresses,  they  would  have 
been  doing  nothing.  Ought  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Carbor}  complain,  when  the  same  wait- 
ers have  been  employed  in  fbtdinp  eitrm  Telegi-aphs, 
containing  billiard  table  speeches,  which,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  hasintimBled.in  hisreply  to  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Wbioht]  have  had  a  wonderful 
effect,  and  have  wrought  grekt  changes  in  the  public 
mind  ?  If  the  People  receive  light  from  one  source,  and 
are  willing  lo  receive  it  from  another,  let  it  not  be  with- 
held.  But,  sir,  if  there  be  any  abuses  in  this  House,  who 
■re  answerable  for  them  }  The  Preudent  of  the  United 
States  No,  sir :  but  we  the  members  ;  and  let,  therefbre, 
the  Committee  extend  their  inquiries  to  the  contingent 
expenses  of  this  House,  and  the  appro{)riatinns  which  are 
made  to  meet  them.  We  ought  to  look  into  thcm,'more 
especially  as  I  am  told  there  are  some  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  whose  conscientious  scruples  will  not 
permit  them  to  receive  the  penknives  that  are  laid 
on  our  desks,  and  who  carry  to  their  con^itiients 
certificates  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  that  they 
did  not  receive  ihrm.  From  present  appearances,  we 
shall  not  adjourn  until  the  return  of  the  season  for  thai 
wholesome  beverage,  soda  water,  which  we  have  been  in 
the 'habit  of  drinking  at  ihe  public  expense.  The 
Committee  can  inquire  whether  this  cannot  be  dispensed 
with.  I  am  aniious  about  this,  because  thv^  as  well  as 
the  knives  in  some  sectioas  of  the  country,  is  put  down 
to  the  charge  of  this  Administration.  We  have  called 
for  charges  and  specifications,  Mr.  Speaker,  against  this 
Administration,  and  have  pledged  ourselves  to  meet  them. 
If,  when  gentlemen  had  preferred  all  they  are  to  bring 
forward,  and  we  do  meet  them  satiafictorily  to  unpreju- 
diced mindly  woukl  It  be  unreasonable  in  us  to  require 
them  forever  after  to  hold  tlieir  peace  }  Will  gentlemen 
in  the  Opposition  agree  to  this  >  It  is  not  unreasonable 
in  us  to  require  this  at  their  hand.  Now,  nr.  let  us 
attend  to  all  these  charges,  and  what  are  they  }  The  ap' 
pointment  of  Mr.  King,  the  payment  of  John  A.  King, 
the  money  paid  John  fl.  Pleasants,  the  construction  f^van 
by  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  to  a  section  of  the 
Constitution  referred  lo  in  his  first  Messagcon  the  Panama 
Mission.  These  are  all  the  charges  which  were  first 
preferred.  There  are  others  which  were  subsequently 
preferred  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
when  I  turn  my  view  to  him  who  preferretl  them. 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  King  was  not  soticited  by  him. 


and  was  by  him  aceepte<I  whh  reluctance,  ft  is  vithia 
the  reeollection  of  this  House,  that  the  mtsnon  wa^  ia 
(he  first  place,  offereil  to  a  distingiushed  ifMHndealflf 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  who  was  tlien,  as  be  i«  now,  the 
Governor  of  that  State.  When  he  declined  it,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  Mr.  King  was  considered  rather  m  the  GgM 
of  a  fkvor  conferred  upon  the  Government,  than  on  hn : 
at  it  was  generally  acknowledged  that  of  all  the  mea  ia 
the  nation,  he  was  the  best  qualified  to  settle  thedtS- 
culties  then  subsisting  between  this  nation  and  Knglan^. 
But  Mr.  King  became  sick,  and  in  conseqaence  of  sick- 
ness, was  unable  to  adjust,  or  to  attempt  the  adjustment, 
of  our  difiicttllies  with  England.  His  sickneaa  coittBW- 
ing,  he  asked  to  be  recalled,  was  recalled  ;  «nd,  sbvtff 
after  reaching  his  home,  died.  Then,  sir,  for  this  sick- 
ncBs  of  Mr.  Kmg,  to  which  any  man  who  ia  sent  abroad  ii 
liable— for  this  act  of  God,  this  Administration  is  to  be 
put  down.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  in  relation  to  tlm 
charge  :  let  the  People,  let  a  candid  world  judge  of  it 
John  A.  King  was  left  at  the  Court  «f  St.  Junes,  m 
Charpi  d'Aflaires,  returned  to  this  country.  moA  waspiii 
for  his  services  as  others  hare  been  paid  under  all  the 
preceding  Administrations,  for  similar  services,  as  ns 
abundantly  proved  by  the  documents  submitted  to  ■ 
last  Winter.  If  in  this  the  Administration  has  dsae 
wrong,  so  have  all  which  preceded  it.  John  H.  Plea- 
sants received,  as  the  bearer  of  despatche;!,  the  usual  sm 
and  no  more.  He  was  distiaed  for  South  America,  ms 
prevented  by  sickness  going  the  whole  disrtance,  emphf- 
ed  a  gentleman  to  finish  what  he  haS  comnieiMcd;  ik 
despatches  were  delivered  in  season,  and  the  aerrice 
was  performeil  to  the  satisbction  of  the  Govemaieia. 
And  why  do  gentlemen  so  oflen  rely  upon  ttiis  asachsip 
against  this  Administration  >  Why  does  the  gendewo 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  FtoroJ  soorten  refer  to  this  transsc- 
tion,  to  put  down  '.his  Administration  '  Is  it  became  be 
has  notliing  better  to  allege,  or  because  he  has  ao  gnat 
finendship  ftn-  John  Fl.  Pleasants  ^  Who  is  Jolin  H. 
Pleasants  ?  A  son  of  Virginia,  an  Editor  of  an  Admin*- 
tration  paper,  published,  too,  at  Richmond,  acknowMp- 
ed  by  all  to  be  a  man  of  first  rate  talents.  A  son  of  one 
of  the  distinguished  citizens  of  that  State — his  &lbetfa 
a  number  of  years  a  member  of  this  lloiisey  a  nieiabcr 
for  a  number  of  years,  of  the  other  branch  of  the  NvtioMl 
Legislature,  and  afterwards  Governor  of  the  State  of 
ginta  I  who  has  received,  if  not  all  the  honors,  the  higbetf 
honors  that  Virginia  could  confer  upon  hinr».  He  wrw 
tiolds  an  office  under  this  corrupt  Administration.  Suf- 
fer me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  refer  to  another  charge,  which 
was  omitted  in  the emunerationmade — nchargemadebr 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cahsos.]  Mr. 
Rochester,  we  are  tokl  by  him,  after  he  was  appmleH 
Secretaty  of  Legation,  remained  in  the  country,  was  re- 
ceiving the  money  of  the  Government,  add  electioneer- 
ed for  an  important  office  in  the  State  of  New  York.  It 
is  true,  sir,  thai  Mr.  Hochester's  name  was  used  foe  aa 
imporUnt  oflice,  but  it  is  also  true,  that  he  was  not  in  th* 
State  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  ;  that  he  waa  not  ia 
NeV  York  at  any  time  before  the  election  ;  and  it  is  ato 
true,  that  he  did  not  know  that  his  name  was  ao  used, 
until  within  a  very  short  time  before  the  election  tmk 
place.  For  services  as  Secretary  of  Legation  be  was  e» 
titled  to  pay  from  tlie  lime  of  the  ratification  of  his  to- 
mination  by  the  Senate  ;  perhaps  he  received  pay  fnm 
that  period.  He  was  at  all  times  ready  to  embark  fir 
South  America,  and  the  gentleman  finra  North  CaroKv 
knows  the  nason  why  the  mission  dhl  not  srt  adl  befcce 
Pall — it  was  in  consequence  of  the  sickness,  the  preva- 
lence of  the  yellow  fevei,  at  the  place  where  the  Mia- 
isters  were  to  assemtlc.  It  is  unnecessary  at  thia  time  ta 
go  intoa'dlscusson  on  the  propriety  of  the  Panama  Mw- 
sion  ;  it  has  been  fully  discussed  ;  it  has  received  the 
sanction  of  both  Houses,  and  has  been  approved  1^  the 
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tkAtion.  What  would  notliaTe  been  said  against  ttiU  Ad- 
ministration, if  the  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Pa 
n»i»>  bad  not  been  accepted  ?   necause.  Sir,  the  meet. 

hmt  not  taken  place  as  was  expected,  is  Uie  Admin- 
istntlon  to  be  inculpated,  when  its  btlura  was  owing  tu 
r-»n»M  over  which  we  had  no  control  ? 

\  cvmc  now,  Hr.  Speaker,  to  another  charge  preferred 
tty  tbe  gentlen»n  from  North  Carolina  [llr.  CAmsos] — 
»  chuve  of  ignorance  or  corruptifm*  because  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  Stales  does  not  construe  the  second 
p«ra^rapb  of  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
th«  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States  just  as  he  does. 
T^liAt  gentleman,  after  quoting  from  recollection,  a  part 
oC  the  President's  first  message,  in  which  he  says,  if  the 
gentleman's  quotation  be  correct,  (^waking  of  the  Pa- 
rmiska  Mission,)  although  the  appointment  of  Ministers 
was  within  his  constitutiunal  competency,  he  preferred, 
for  reasons  given  in  the  message,  laying  the  subject  be- 
fore the  Senate.    Now,  the  gentleman  from  North  CarO' 
lin«  says  the  President  must  be  ignorant  or  corrupt,  for 
woh  a  construction  of  that  part  <^  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to.    Sir,  all  I  can  say  on  this  subject,  is  this,  that 
here  is  a  caae  in  which  doctors  disagree — the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  on  one  «de,  and  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  on  the  other  i  it  is  a  question  about  which 
Kt^t  men  may  differ.    The  Senate  of  the  United  States 
were  also  divided  t  it  wotild  not  be  altogether  decorous 
for  the  Preiddent  of  tbe  Unite<l  States  to  say,  because  he 
differed  Aom  the  ^nileman  from  Noi  th  Carolina,  that  he 
is  iefnonuitoroofnipt,  and  perhaps  tbe  imputations  of  the 
e^ntleman  from  North  Carolina  are  not  altogether  correct 
Admit,  Sir,  the  President's  construction  was  incorrect, 
the  conaequences  contended  for  do  not  follow — the  Pre- 
sident might  have  innocently  erred.    I  confess.  Sir,  it  is 
not  wittun  my  constitutional  competency  to  decide*  when 
such  men  dimr.   This  is  all  1  have  to  aay  relative  to  this 
ehaige.   There  is  one  charge  against  this  Adn^iiistra- 
tion,  which  1  have  seen^n  the  newspapers,  which  tbe  gen- 
tlemen opposed  to  us  have  omitted.   1  regret  this,  be- 
cause it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  make  charges  for 
the  purpose  of  answering  tliem,  and  1  regret  tlie  more, 
because,  in  the  omission,  they  may  have  unintentionally 
done  iiyustiee  to  their  friends.    I  will,  in  pasring,  refer 
them  to  it  i  Hie  Secretary  employed  •  clerk  in  one  of 
tbe  Departments  to  carry  tlie  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
Vermont — his  influence  with  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  was  so  great,  that  the  exercise  of  it 
prevented  the  election  of  a  gentleman  tu  the  otiier  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  who  professed  great  Aieod* 
■hip  for  Uiis  AdmintstiBtion,  but  who  was  suspected  not 
to  possess  all  he  professed  to  have,  and  who,  aa  subie* 
quent  events  have  shewn,  did  not  possess  all  he  professed 
tu  have.   I  refer  gentlemen  to  this,  because  1  should  like 
to  have  all  at  once,  and  do  not  like  to  meet  things  piece- 
meat.    Perhaps,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  as  well  now,  asat 
any  other  time,  meet  an  objection  rnade  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Vu^nia,  [Hr.  Fiatii]  which  baa  been 
made  bv  another  gentleman*  whoae  remarks  I  liave  not 
yet  noticed.    At  first  1  thought  it  beat  to  reserve  my  re- 
marks upiHi  this  objection  until  I  came  to  the  other  gen- 
tieman's  remarks.    Mr.  Adams,  we  are  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  claimed  an  outfit  for,  going  from 
Uussia  to  Ghent,  and  this  too  was  i»  1815,  nut,  of  course, 
under  the  present  Administration.    Four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  only  were  allowed  i  in  the  settlement  of 
his  accounts,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  State  under  Hr. 
Monroe,  the  claim  for  the  balance  was  perusted  in  by 
him,  and  the  question  of  allowance,  or  not,  was  referred 
to  tbe  law  officer  of  the  Government,  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States,  who  considered  the  cise  so  clear, 
that  he  unhesitatingly  reported  in  favor  of  the  allowance  t 
it  was,  in  the  settlement  of  liis  accounts  at  the  Treasury 
OepirtiMnt,  allowed  and  pwd.   Tlu%  Sir,  strange  as  it 


may  appear,  is  exhibited  as  a  charge  against  this  Admin* 
is'tration.  Does  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  set 
his  own  opinion  up  in  opposition  to  the  Attorney  General 
oi  the  United  States  }  Does  he  say  that  opmion  was 
incurred  But  siill,  it  is  a  charge  against  this  Ad- 
ministration, this  allowance  to  Hr.  Adams  under  the 
Administr.iti(m  of  Hr.  Monroe.  It  appears  to  me.  Sir, 
that,  in  muking  this  eharge,.the  honorable  member  baa 
travelled  out  ofc  the  record.  Mr.  Monroe  ia  not  now  on 
trial,  and  we  cannot  try  one  case  in  the  boweb  of  ano- 
ther. I  have  always  been  told,  that  what  was  pertinent 
to  the  issue,  was  admissible  evidence,  and  that  alone.  To 
what  shins  are  gentlemen  driven  in  order  to  pull  down 
this  wicked  Administration ;  to  what  straits  are  they 
forced?  Let  as  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  what  does 
it  amount  to  f  Why,  tlut  Hr.  Adams  conceived  that  he 
was  entitled  to  4500  dollar^  in  addition  to  what  he  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  authorities  ofthe  GDvernment  tliought 
ha  was  entitled  to  it,  and  the  same  was  paid  him.  Where, 
from  this  view,  can  we  find  tlie  evidence  of  tbe  chaigea 
which  are  brought  against  the  Administration  f  Where 
the  sineeuKa  '  Where  the  increased  salaries  *  Where 
the  inerease  of  oflScem  *  A  few  Clerks  have  been  added 
to  the  Departments,  and  some  have  been  dismissed,  as 
the  Departments  to  which  they  were  attached  did  not 
require  the  number  which  had  been  employed.  But 
neither  the  President  nor  his  Secretaries  did  this— it  was 
the  result  of  Legislative  enactment.  The  Postmaster 
General  » the  only  officer  in  the  Government  whose  sal< 
ary  has  been  increased  t  I  well  recollect  this:  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  who  cries  aloud  on  all  occa* 
siona— a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  not  now  here,  bat  at 
this  time  the  Governor  of  that  SUte,  [Mr.  FoasxTB]  and 
myself,  formed  the  trio  that  voted  against  it.  1  was  not 
opposed  to  an  increase,  but  was  opposed  to  so  great  an 
increase— not  because  I  did  liot  conceive  the  Head  of 
that  office  entitled  to  it,  but  because  we  were  legislating 
for  the  office  and  not  for  (he  man  ;  and  that  the  incum- 
bent would  not,  as  some  gentlemei*  had  prayed  the  Ri- 
volutionaryeoldiers  would,  live  forever.  I  stated  then, 
and  I  repeat  it  no<  that  no  man  did,  or  could,  hold  that 
officer  in  higher  estimaaon  than  I  did.  But  why  s!»ou  d 
the  House  be  detwned  by  this  war  of  words,  this  parade 
about  extravagance,  profiigacy,  and  corruption,  since  we 
are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Souih  Carolina  [Mr.  Mc 
DuTFiz]  that  no  committee  that  we  can  appoint  will  bo 
able  to  find  any  thing  in  the  proposed  invesiigation  to  find 
filult  with— the  very  limb  upon  which  the  mover  of  these 
reaolutions  stood,  has  been  cut  off  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  he  suffered  to  fiill  having  nothmg 
left  for  his  support.  Another  genUeman  [Mr.  IUmdolfbJ 
is  apprehensive  that,  so  far  from  tbe  proposed  investiga- 
tion Airnishing  any  thing  to  condemn  the  Administration, 
it  may  result  in  keeping  up  a  sinking  cause,  and  consc- 
quenilythisisnottlieaccepted  time.  He  gives  his  friends 
(Uie  honorable  gentlemen  from  Kentucky^  [Mr.  Chiltos 
and  Mr,  Dasisi^  a  rap  over  the  knuckles,  m  telling  them 
that  young  doctor*  are  not  called  upon  for  their 
cine  i  raw  hands  who  have  juat  signed  the  portage  bill, 
must  learn  *•  follow  the  directions  of  others^  but  mult  not 
pretend  to  lead  or  direct  in  any  thing. 

With  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  who  bad  the  floor  yesterday,  [Mr.  I»o- 
BAv]  I  will  leave  this  discussion  to  other  hands  t  and 
if,  in  following  that  gentleman,  I  am  obliged  to  travel 
out  of  the  record,  let  the  error  rest  with  him,  and  not 
with  me :  for  surely,  if  the  gentleman  has  wandered  in 
raabng  his  atUck,  I  shall  be  excused  in  wamlering  from 
the  question  now  before  the  House,  in  defeudittg.  U  is 
certainly  to  be  regretted  tliat  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  been  influenced  by  the  advice  which  he 
was  so  willing  to  give  to  others.  We  are  told  by  him  that 
this  discussion  ought  to  be  omflued  to  what  ii  before  tbe 
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Hook,  «nd  du^t  not  to  be  extended  to  what  is  not  berore 
the  House  i  thit  we  ought  not  to  defend  ounetve*  andntt 
chai;^  when  none  are  made  t  that  tlili  Admitdstn^n  la 
not  antwer»b1e  for  the  offices  whidi  have  been  oeated, 
nor  the  salatlea  which  are  paid  thoae  who  are  in  office  t 
the  propoiition  is  to  inquire  into  the  expAiditure  of  mo- 
neys at  the  diapoial  of  the  Prenident  and  his  Secretaries, 
to  see  if  there  nave  been  any  abuses  {  that  in  the  settle- 
ntent  of  tlie  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  there  are  some  ac- 
counts the  aettlement  of  which  the  President  direoti, 
without  specifieationa-^nto  these  would  he  look.  We 
vrWl  see,  by  fuMowinjP  the  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
whether  he  has  confined  hinnself  to  what  he  deems  to  be 
the  proposition  before  tlie  House.  John  A.-Kingisagain 
brought  before  ut,  and  the  gentlemin  has  Intimated  that 
the  settlement  of  thia  account,  and  tlie  payment  of  the 
money  which  he  received,  was  a  matter  « secrecy  t  that, 
when  tt  was  known  that  these  accounU  were  settled,  and 
the  sum  paid  was  also  known,  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
issued  his  mandate,  and  every  Clerk  in  his  DepaKment 
was  called  before  him,  each  one  expecting  to  be  dismissed, 
and  each  asked,  did  you  give  tlie  infbrnoation  t  did  you, 
or  you  ?  and  told  that,  whenever  it  should  be  found  out 
who  did  give  the  information,  that  he  who  gave  the  infor- 
ualion  should  he  dismissed.  And  the  gentleman  would 
liave  it  beVieved  that  the  settlement  of  these  accounts  was 
a  private  settlement,  and  the  Administration  had  an  inter- 
est in  keeping  it  from  the  public:  that  these  were  accounts 
settled,  too,  and  paid  by  direction  of  the  President,  with- 
out specificationa.  Sir,  thegcntleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  mistaken ;  there  was  no  secrecy,  there  could  have  been 
none ;  it  Would  be  idle  for  a  moment  to  believe  there 
could  have  been  any  ;  the  accounte  were  settled,  and  the 
money  paid,  not  by  the  dirertion  of  the  Pre^dent,  and 
not  without  specifications  ;  and  the  gentleman  ought  to 
have  known  this,  as  we  had  the  wh<rfe  transaction  before 
us  last  Winty,  but  in  conformity  with  the  Uw  of  the  land 
and  the  settled  usages  of  ihe  Department  j  and  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  parade  which  the  gentleman  has  made, 
relative  to  tlie  calling  on  and  threatenMig  the  clerks  for  di- 
vulging tliis  secret :  this  I  am  authorized  to  My.  It  was 
well  known  tliat  John  A.  King  came  to  this  city  to  settle 
Ills  accounts ;  his  business  here  was  notorious.  While  here 
he  was  at  large,  and  nothing  like  secrecy  did,  and  noth- 
ing like  secrecy  could  mark  the  transaction.  The  settle- 
ment of  those  accounts  was  at  all  times  safaject  to  our  in- 
spection, liable  to  be  laid  before  us  when  called  for,  and 
laid  before  ua,  in  fact  as  soon  as  the  call  was  made.  Where, 
then,  is  tlie  abuse,  and  if  none,  vhy  is  this  transaction  re- 
ferred to,  and  these  suggestions  made,  but  to  poison  the 
public  mind  '  And  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed  to  regard 
at  alt  the  professions  with  which  he  commenced,  and  tlte 
advice  he  was  so  free  to  jpve  others,  v\rf  does  he  refer 

-  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Adams's  account^  under  Hr. 
Uonroe'a  sdminislratton,  and  reiterate  the  charge  of  the 
gentleman  fronp  Virginia,  unless  for  an  effect  hereorelse- 

•  where  *  Is  tltis,  air,  confining  the  discussion  to  what  is 
before  the  House  }   What  has  the  detached  parts 
the  letter  read  by  the  gentleman  to  do  with  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House  ?  Nothing  ;  yet  still  ttley  make  no 
oharges,  and  we  were  not  called  upon  to  defend.  The 

Smtleman,  in  his  candor,  tells  us,  he  Ik  not  willing  this 
onse  should  try  what  belongs  to  the  People  to  try,  and 
what  they  will  tiy,  this  Administration  j  yet,  for  fear  they 
should  well  and  truly  try,  with  the  same  candor  we  are 
told,  that,  in  tlie  Into  election,  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  violated,  and  the  Adminntration  is  compared  to 
a  man  who  breaks  iifto  his  house,  who  is  entitled  to  no 
indulgence  from  him,  afier  this  forcible  entry,  for  the 
pood  care  he  Itos  taken  of  the  hnuse  and  furniture  while 
in  possession  ;  and  tliat,  in  the  trial  of  this  Administration, 
it  is  ncccsBuy  ,to  go  back  to  the  election,  or  to  a  period 
anterior  to  it.   Now,  nr,  all  these  remarks  are  uncdied 


for,  and  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  decWation,  da 
not  belong  to  the  propoaKiwi  before  the  Hwae;  the; 
mast  then  nave  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  thnae  tiia 
(the  People)  who  are  to  tiy^  this  AdoMMradan.  As» 
the  late  election,  iiiasmadi  as  we  spent  i&x  wceka*  tte  Srt 
sesiuon  of  the  last  Congre«,  in  ^eeusslng  the  ntA^m 
of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Canbw, 
H'DvrriK}  to  alter  the  Constitution,  and  in  tkst  <imcm. 
sion,  fully  investigated  tlie  Ute  PresideotM  e>ec6ca  t  a 
diieasriona  for  the  benefit  of  Uw  People  bave  beca  iai, 
relative  to  that  eleotion,  from  that  time  to  «ln%  Uk  ec» 
tleman  might,  with  propriety,  have  refrsened  from  them 
marks  whicli  he  has  made,  as  be  baa  alwaya  been  at  tho- 
ty  to  disclose  all  lie  knows,  calling  in  question  Uk  porih 
of  that  election,  and  if  he  had  known  any  thing,  baa  nmr 
been  in  want  ofaiUspo^tion  to  make  the  diacdoMre.  Wtat 
will  satiaiy  the  gentleman  I  It  is  impoaaUile  to  teft.  b 
answer  to  extract*  from  two  mcsaagea  of  the  PnaMii^ 
read  by  my  fHend  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Waxear]  iLbu—ad 
ing  economy  in  all  our  appropriationa,  he  tcMa  ai^  lb( 
this  waa  intended  for  political  effect,  and,  eooeeqecalh, 
the  President  is  entitled  to  no  merit  for  the  recoaiaeiiris- 
tion.  If  be  had  not  made  the  recommendations, 
ttiis  Administration  would  have  been  a  profligate  aad  pi» 
digvl  AdminiMratioiv  and  must  of  courae  have  beeapa 
down.  Do  what  they  will,  the  gentleman'a  objeedsMte 
tKem  remain— it  the  set  be  good,  tlien  the  ^aanai 
bad,  and  if  the^uo  animo  is  good,  wliy  tlien,  uitnith,^ 
act  is  bad,  as  is  eliown  in  the  missioRs  to  England  sBdh 
Panama.  If  both  the  act  and  tiie  quo  animo  SR  mi, 
why  then.  Sir,  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  was  vioad 
in  the  late  election  for  President.  What,  I  ask^  in  Gsfi 
name,  can  or  will  command  the  reaped^  or  merit  Ac  ^ 
probation,  of  the  gentleman  fiwo  Penn^Nwua  ?  Aaifa- 
ther,  if  the  affairs  of  Ihe  General  Government  have  ben 
well  and  fiiitlifulty  administered,  he  would  have  as  M 
at  the  attempts  to  influence  the  State  Legislatures.  ¥nt- 
en  uf  the  laws  have  been  dismissed,  and  the  oalyresn 
assigned  for  the  disnrission  of  one,  waa  his  abase  of  Aeipd- 
ministrationthat  entf^ed  him,  refenitigr,  aal  feat 
the  gentleman  did,  to  the  case  of  Isaao  Wl^  <f  Nn 
Hampshire.  If  the  Admiiustmtion  be  prepared  to  sa^p 
as  good  reasons  for  all  their  acts,  as  fbr  tlris^  tbry  «a 
stand  higher  in  my  estimation  than  they  now  do ;  the  es- 
ployment  of  our  enemies  is  bad  policy,  ami  no  sdaoa- 
tration  can  be  sustained  by  it.  Some  of  the  editoneftk 
public  joumalt  which  pnnt  Oie  lawSb  >re  nov  in  opa 
hostility  to  the  Administration  that  givea  them  thcs  pa- 
tronage. The  patronage  of  the  Adm-niatration  bdoifS 
all  other  things  being  equal,  to  those  who  support  Us 
Administration  ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  learn  fnMn  the  ges- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  those  in  power  ksn 
adopted  or,  if  you  please,  are  about  to  adc^t,  tbispm- 
ciple.  When  General  Jackson  is  made  President  «t 
shall  not  complain  if  he  does  the  same  ;  by  doing  it  k 
can  satisfy  but  a  few  of  the  bungiy  expet^tanlB— a  S- 
ferent  course  would  disappoint  the  irtiole.  But,  air,  ate 
are  these  attempts  to  influence  State  L^Mhrtures  ?  Wt 
have  been  referred  to  the  case  of  the  removal  of  mea 
the  printers  of  the  laws,  and  I  have  referred  to  ibe  ew« 
of  his  dismission.  I  know  of  no  such  an  atten^t.  I  h*R 
heard  of  State  Legislatures  proscribing  IhdtviduaK  ^ 
cause  they  would  not  worship  this  idol,  and  I  wouM  lefe 
the  gentleman  to  the  case  of  William  Clarite,  late  Tieaa* 
er  (tf  the  Sute  of  Pennsylvania.  Connected  with  Ac 
charge  wliich  the  gentleman  has  made,  of  attempts  oe  th* 
part  of  this  Administration  to  influence  the  State  Legi^- 
tures,  he  has  referred  to  the  employment  of  John  bm 
of  Philadelphia,  to  print  the  laws,  and  to  fiinusb  the  sli 
tlonery  and  printiiw  for  the  cuatumliouse  t  and,  if  he  hsJ 
the  power,  he  wouEl  brand  him  with  Infkmy,  for  UbeSss 
a  diatinguiihed  individual,  whom  be  chafed  nih  (k 
murder  of  ux  tailitia  lAen.   John  Binns  ii  not  no*  mm  tnl 
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td  if  he  WM*  he  would  not  require  my  M,  to  vindicate 
m  from  Miy  uperwons  that  may  be  cast  upon  htm  t  he 
not  here  to  ansver  for  himself^  and  if  he  were,  could 
ot :  for  we  are  privileged  men.  and  not  accountable  for 
hat  we  aay.  John  Binns  and  Uie  gentleman  from  Penn- 
flvania  are  not,  therefore,  on  an  equal  footine  ;  if  they 
'VK,  heooukl  findic^  himelf  t  if  he  libelled  General 
ackwHif  are  ttiere  not  penons  the  gentleman  haa  libelled  ? 
'or  he  too  has  pubBshed  bis  pamphlet  for  the  benefit  of 
le  People.  John  Binns  is  a  respectable  magiatfate  in 
le  second  oity  in  the  Union,  and  has  the  cormdence  of 
le  People,  to  as  gremt  an  extent  as  the  gentleman  from 
'cnnq^lvania.  John  Binna  once  belonged  to  the  same 
larly  in  Pnumrlnoia  that  gendeman  bdonged  to,  and 
t  waswccessAil  t  John  Binns  once  belonged  to  a  party 
n  that  state  which  opposed  that  gentleman,  and  his  party, 
nd  putthem  down.  John  Binns  wiU  show  the  gentle- 
nan,  in  les|  than  one  year  fimn  now,  what  Ira  hat  done, 
le  will  do  again,  aad  the  gentleman  will  find  himself  a* 
;ain  in  the  minwity. 

LHereUteSPKAKERodledMr.  FsAwn  to  or^,  u 
lersonalities  could  not  be  allowed.] 

I  aak  pardon.  Sir,  and  wUl  desist,  although  I  would 
lave  been  pleased  to  bare  run  the  parallel  liirther.  Let 
la,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  a  moment,  turn  to  the  contingent 
und,  or  money  annually  appropriated  to  meet  the  cen- 
ini^nt  expenses  of  this  Govenmtent :  for  this  is  the  fund 
vhtctk  ia  li^Ie,  if  [  understood  the  gentleman  from  Pemi* 
lylvania,  to  such  gross  abuses,  and  from  which,  as  one 
kould  suppose  from  the  tenor  of  hts  argument^  /l^od 
khare  of  the  patronage  of  the  Administration  is  derived. 
Flow  stands  the  case  t  By  tlie  Constitution,  '*  no  money 
thall  be  drawn  from  tlie  Treasury,  but,  in  consequence 
if  appn^riatiens  made  by  law  {  and  a  regular  statement 
ind  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
jubUc  money  shall  be  published  from  lime  to  time." 
\'o  moneys  can  be  drawn  without  appropriations.  And 
vho  makes  the  sppropmtion*  i  Nut  the  President  and 
lis  Secretaries,  but  Con^ss.  A  reference  to  the  Trea< 
ur^  estimate  for  the  cun-i:nt  year  will  perhaps  best  ex- 
>lain  the  nature  of  the  contingent  expenses,  and  the  fund 
irovidrd  for  defraying  of  them.  The  whole  amount  asked 
or,  ia  t  e,990,3S0  44— and  of  thia  sum,  the  fulluwiiig  sums 
o  defray  the  contingent  expeuaca  of  the  Dtrpartment  of 
>t«te  : 

For  Books,  {2,000 
Binding  Books,  500 
Stationery  and  Parchment,  IrSOO 
Mediterranean  Pas^orts,  1,500 
Blank  Personal  PasMorts,  Circulars,  &e.  1,000 
Fuel  and  Candles,  900 
Newspapers  for  the  OHice  and  Agents  abroad,  500 
Transhtions  of  Foreign  Languages,  350 
Forage  for  Hessengi.  rs'  horses,  200 
Kkpensea  in  distributing  Congreauonal  DocU' 

menta^  300 
Wages  of  a  laborer,  300 
MiscelUnies,  1,000 
Extra  Copying  of  Papers,  1,000 
Printing  in  Newspaper^  and  in  Pamphlet 

Form,  the  Laws  of  the  first  Scsaion  of  30th 

Congress,  13,500 
Uistrtbutiun  of  the  Acts     Congress  tliRMif^* 

out  the  States  and  Territories,      '  3.000 


■J  27,550 

Nov,  oi  the  whole  of  this  sum,  amounting  to  twenty- 
even  tlio<isan<I  five  hundred  and  fitly  dollars,  nut  one 
ent  uf  it  is  st  tlie  command  of  the  President,  nor  can 
ne  cent  of  it  be  paid  or  expended  in  a  way  to  escape 
ur  examination,  and  not  to  be  open  to  our  inspection. 
,et  the  committee  ascertain,  if  the  Standing  Committee 
a  Kxpenditures  iu  the  Uepartroent  of  Sute  has  nwt  al- 


ready done  to  their  satiafiiction,  whether  this  sum,  the 
usual  appropriation,  has  not  been  applied  to  the  usual  and 
ordinary  purposes,  and  settlements  made  i)i  tlie  common 
and  ordinary  form — whether  vouchers  have  not  been  taken 
for  all  the  money  paid,  and  whether  secrecy  veils  any  part 
of  this  expenditure.    An  examinatioii  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gresa  wiU  show,  that  tiiit  ia  the  usual  amount  appn^ii^ 
ed  for  that  Department,  mod  the  Other  Departments  antl 
offices'  have,  to  defray  similar  expenees,  annual  appro 
pria&ins.   I  have  referred  to  the  State  Department,  be- 
cause it  was  the  first  mentioned  in  the  Treasury  estimate. 
In  addition  to  these  appropriations  for  Uie  Departments 
and  ofRces,  a  sum  of  money  has  heretofore  been  asked 
for,  and  appropriated — aometimes  fif\y  tltousand  doQarsy 
but  seldom  lea  than  half  that  sum,  to  defray  <the  contin- 
gent expenees  af  ^veign  intercourse  t  but  this  extniva- 
gant  Administration  require  for  the  year  1838,  no  appro- 
priation  whatever  to  defray  this  expence.    The  gentle- 
man fhim  Penniylvanta  has,  no  doubt,  amused  the  House 
with  hit  statement  of  moneys  pakl,  and  accounts  directed 
to  be  settled  by  the  President,  without  speciBcatimu,  but 
did  nqt  inform  the  Houie  in  what  cases  thia  was  done^ 
and  how  often  it  was  don^  or  whether,  under  this  Ad- 
mioisttation,  it  had  been  ever  done.    Sometimes,  our  Mi- 
nisters abroad  find  it  necessary  to  employ  men  to  go  from 
one  Court  to  another,  on  private  buisnea^  wbicli  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation  requites  should  be  kept  secret  For 
this  they  are  paid  a  stipulated  sum,  and  in  the  settlement 
of  the  Millet's  accounts,  this  sum  paid  by  them  out  of 
the  eontii^nt  fund  ff>r  foreign  intercourse,  is  directed  by 
the  President  to  be  allowed  without  specification,  ana 
this  is  the  only  money,  to  my  knowledge,  whioh  is  paid 
in  this  way.   It  has  nut  been,  under  any  Adqniuistration,  n 
frequent  occurrence,  uaA  1  am  not  aware  that,  under  this, 
there  has  been  a  case  of  the  kind.   So  much  for  these 
payments,  and  this  source  of  Government  patronage. 
And,  as  this  Administration  asks  for  no  appropriation  for 
the  contingent  expenees  of  foreign  intercourse,  bow  do 
the  cliorges,  indnuations,  and  suggestions  made,  stand  i 
If,  then,  Ur.  Speaker,  the  Adminisinition  be  not  answer- 
able for  the  number  tM|officer^  and  the  amount  paid  them; 
if  the  contingent  expenees  of  the  difTerent  Departments 
and  offices  are  not  larger  than  they  have  beretefim 
been  I'are  paid  in  the  usual  way  ;  if  those  in  power  ask 
nothing  for  the  contingent  expenees  of  foreign  inter- 
course, what  will  they  be  called  upon  next  toan»wer  to  ? 
After  all,  to  give  tu  the  world  the  trentteman's  objectiuna 
in  a  few  wonls,  he  does  not  like  tfiis  administration,  and 
those  now  in  office  must  be  turned  out,  and  a  clunge 
must  lake  place,  or  tlie  Government  will  be  destroyed, 
and  Ihe  country  ruined.    I  will  {rouble  the  House  no 
longer ;  and  if  I  have  occanonidly  travelled  out  of  the 
road  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  I  have  had  to  follow  the 
gentleman  frnn  Pennsylvania,  and  this  is  my  apology 
so  doing. 

Mr. U[i:LL  addressed  the  House  to  the  following  efTsct: 
When  this  discussion  commenced,  I  did  nut  siippoiie  that 
any  thing  could  possibly  occur  which  woidd  draw  me  into 
iuvortei.  It  is  not;iny  fault  that  I  am  now  induced  to  en. 
gage  in  it.  1  (eel,  however.driven  to  the  necessity  of  throw- 
ing myself  upon  the  indulg(;nce  of  the  House,  for  a  few 
momeiits,  by  what  has  been  thrown  out  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  I  trust  1  shall  nut  indulge  lit  that  discursive 
range  of  remark  which  has  distinguished  the  course  of 
gentlemen  who  iiave  preceded  me,  on  botli  sides  of  tlie 
question. 

On  a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  votvd 
iu  tlie  afRrmativc.  Althoirgh  the  House  could  Imve  felt 
no  interest  in  the  moiiv«  of  that  vote,  yet  it  was,  perhups, 
due  to  myself  tu  have  explained  the  reusoits  which  influ- 
enced me  in  giving  it,  (without  being  prom])ted  to  do  so 
by  the  insinuations  of  any  xentlemAn,)  tltat  it  might  not 
appeur  to  be  incoBsiateot  with  the  vote  I  may  ribw  ^vc, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1247 


GAL£S  &  SEATON'S  BEGISTEB 


124B 


H.  or  R.] 


Retrauhjnent. 


[Jax.  29.  1838. 


and  the  eoune  I  shtll  itetdily  pursue  in  the  fiiture  ■tagei 
of  this  measure.  Now,  no  other  alternative  ia  left  tne.  The 
queatton  boa  been  signiBeantly  propounded  to  some  of 
the  more  prominent  gentleman  who  voted  as  I  did  upon 
that  question.  Did.  they  mean  to  atiSe  inquiiy  while  they 
eontinuedto  ui|;ethe  charge  of  prodigality  and  abuse  in 
the  public  expenditures,  againat  tlie  administiation  \ — 
Without  Buppusing  for  one  moment,  that  my  rote  could 
be  of  sufficient  consequence  to  attract  the  attention  of 
any  gentleman,  upon  this  or  any  other  question,  yet,  aa  I 
would  not  rest  under  any  censure  which  may  be  attempted 
to  be  cast  on  others,!  answer  to  the  interrogatory  fur  mj-self 
—No.  And  if  a  direct  charge  of  such  an  unfair  intention 
was  intended  to  be  .made,  1  answer,  that  the  gentleman 
who  made  it  could  not  lisve  believed  it  true. 

When  the  original  resolutiona  were  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  saw  ?n  tlieir  ill-digested  form 
(and  when  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  could 
luve  given  them  a  better  shape]  the  aubst&nce  of  a  pro- 
position for  a  general  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
t^the  Government.   To  a  well-timed  propontion  of  that 
iMiiKt  I  beg  leav«  to  say,  I  would  never  be  opposed. 
Inquiries  into  supposed  excesses  in  the  regular  and  ordi- 
nary Impropriations  for  tlie  support  of  Government,  or 
into  the  abuses  supposed  to  attend  their  disbursement  by 
its  officers,  will  always  be  productive  of  some  good  in 
Government,  constituted  on  whatever  principles  it  may, 
although  no  immediate  legislative  enactment  of  a  reme- 
dial  nature  may  be  the  result  of  thenn.    The  very  discus- 
sions which  attend  propobitiona  for  such  inquiries,  serve 
to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  watchfulness  in  the 
People  in  regard  to  thai,  which,  when  properly  manag- 
ed.- constitutes  their  strength,  and  which,  under  evil  aus- 
pice%  may  be  converted  into  the  material  of  their  weak- 
ness.   For,  in  the  cwtimate  of  a  nation's  strength,  this  pa- 
fadoz  intrudes  itselP—tltat  which  fbrms  the  chief  sinew 
of  its  power,  may,  at  the  same  tiroe,^  become  the  source 
of  its  greatest  debility.  Nutional  wealth  (if  I  may  be  per- 
mitted a  common-plnce  argument)  can  nowhere  be  as 
safely  and  properly  exhibited  as  in  the  hands  of  the  Peo- 
ple who  created  it  t  and  there  it  should  remain,  except 
wich  portion  of  it  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  tlie 
protection  and  free  enjoyment  of  the  bidance.  When, 
therefore,  a  nation  shall  have  arrived  at  that  pmni  in  its 
oi^nizat'ion,  when  it  deliberates  upon  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  certain  iiibtitutiona  sis  useless  or  improper,  and 
ofcurlailing  certain  expenditures  as  extravajrr.tit,  we  may 
Uke  it  for  granted  tliat  the  annual  modicum  .>!  ihe  Peo- 
ple's wealth,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  lu  be  drawn 
from  their  pockets,  is  ulivady  large  enough,  and  that  no 
new  institutions  will  be  created,  and  no  addditional  exac- 
tions enforced.    Itiit  1  po  farther.  I  would  have  support- 
ed a  well-timed  proposition  of  this  nature,  for  a  better 
reason.    1  have  enleitained  the  opinion,  as  I  do  now,  that 
the  expenditures  in  some  Lmnches  of  the  public  service 
tfouldueftr  retrenchment  without  injury  to  the  interests 
of  the  countiy,  and  to  the  very  great  relief  of  the  People. 
1  have  thought  thai  the  career  of  tliis  Government,  during 
n  late  admiiDStration,  was  markird  with  a  wastefVil  nppro- 
]irwi)ciu  <(f  vlie  public  revenue,  and  that  the  present  ad- 
nuiiibtralion  has  entitled  itaelfto  still  higher  distinction  in 
the  »»roe  prodigal  course.    1  believe,  too,  that  the  pre- 
sent administratHHi  contemplated,  at  one  lime,  still  greater 
eminence  in  this  way,  than  they  have  since  thought  it 
prudent  to  atUin.   I  am  of  opinion,  that,  for  a  part  of  this 
extravagance,  the  E-cecuiive  otBcers  of  the  Goveniment 
ore  alone  responsible,  and  that  Congress  may  well  come 
in  fitr  the  baUiice  ol  Ihe  reaponaibiiit)-.    How  this  respon- 
sibility should  be  di>  ided  belwL-eii  those  two  departments 
uf  the  GovenimenI,  1  will  nut  undertake  to  determine  t 
nor  will  I  at  this  time,  be  drawn  into  a  apecification  of  in 
Btaitcea  of  the  extravagance  in  the  Exceutivs  officers  of 
the  Goreriiment  i  nmther  will  Z  be  forced,  upoo  tbii  oc' 


casion,  into  an  aT|furaent  of  the  qieciflcationa  dwt  otbcn 
have  thought  proper  to  make  in  the  ciMirae  of  this  de- 
bate. In  speaking  of  the  extravagance  of  the  Govera. 
me'nt,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  my  opinion,  if  it  nay  be 
reganjed  as  of  any  consequence,  lias  been  formed  apoi 
facta  which  I  have  never  hewd  titimuted  i  and  what  I  asf 
now,  or  at  any  other  time,  say  of  the  oondtict  <^tbe  pre- 
sent administration,  will  be  found  to  be  baaed  upos  as- 
certained facts,  shout  which  I  expect  to  speak  fieelj, 
without  the  imputation  of  joining  in  a  hue  aud  cry  mttt- 
ly  for  parly  purposea.  1  despise  a  aenaelea*  clUBor  at 
much  aa  any  man,  bufrl  am  not  prepared  M  admit  Ott 
tbis-is  one.    The  inquiry  may  shew  how  this  it. 

Whether  a  Government  v  extravagant  or  not,  I  Isek 
upon  as  a  question  about  which  gentlemen  may  differ  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  they  may  enteruin  of  the  po&cy 
of  a  Government  in  relation  to  its  expenditures.  Seme 
are  ofopinion  that  the  Government  should  amy  ifsdfia 
some  degree  of  splendor,  believing  that  the  respect  anl 
reverence  of  the  People  may  be  secured  in  that  wqTj 
while  others  enterlain  the  opinion  I  have  already  exprns. 
ed  upon  that  point.  As  to  the  question,  whether,  in  the 
disbursement  of  the  funds  placed  aoder  the  diMetkanry 
control  of  any  of  the  Executive  Departmenta  of  the  Go- 
vernment, any  part  of  those  funds  has  been  app&cd  to 
illegal  or  corrupt  uses,  I  concur  in  the  sentiment  expms- 
ed  By  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Gx.au}  wbsst 
dignified  and  manly  course  in  this  debate  nmst  gim  km 
the  respect  of  eveiy  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  aMntifh 
some  of  them  may  not  agree  with  htm  in  political  i^MaiM. 
That  gentleman  said,  that  upon  the  eve  ut  the  iaveat'^ 
tion,  reason,  justiw,  and  Christian  charity,  reqwre  that 
the  testimony  should  be  heard  before  sentence  of  guih 
should  be  pronounced.  So  let  it  be.  But  the  q  icstioa 
recurs,  vtliy  is  the  pmposition  ill-tinied ;  or,  in  Uie  laa- 
guage  so  often  and  so  emphatically  rept.-ated,  why  is  this 
not  the  accepted  time  i  Answering  for  mj-aelf;  I  can 
that  I  regarded  the  time  as  particulmtiy  unhivosabk- 
Looklng  upon  the  resolution  as  intended  to  effect  a  per- 
manent retrenchment  in  the  orJinaiy  expenditures  of  ti»c 
Government,  I  believed  tlial  such  a  dispasMonate  wqoMj 
into  the  various  and  intricate  detaib  as  wouM  be  acces- 
sary to  a  judicious  retrenchment,  coukl  not  be  expected 
at  (his  time.  I  was  also  aware,  that,  whatever  pnifes- 
sions  might  be  made  by  the  supporters  of  the  meassc 
in  the  House— out  of  it,  party  views  and  party  purposes 
would  be  said  to  be  at  the  bottom  uf  it.  It  funber  oc- 
curred tome,  that  the  best  temper  imaginable,  andaB 
tlie  forbearance  that  could  be  practised,  wmild  twt  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  party  feelings  fraa  mingling  tben- 
stilves  wtlh  liic  ci>nsideration  of  (he  measdrc  here,  asi 
that  thus  no  important  practical  result  cuuld  be  atulned. 
Looking  at  the  measure  in  this  aspect,  I  felt  opposed  t« 
it  on  other  grounds.  Whatever  may  be  the  Male  gf  the 
question  between  the  parties  out  of  ibis  Uous^it 
IS  admitted  that  the  opposition  to  the  Adminiattrntioo  has 
the  majority  in  the  House.  Whatever  measures,  there- 
fore, of  an  extraordinary  nature,  wt-aring  the  appearasce 
of  a  party  origin,  the  majority  might  bring  fbrwaixi,  would 
subject  tliem  to  the  charge  of  attempting  (o  put  their  ad- 
versariea  to  tlie  wall,  by  the  mere  forcK  uf  iKimericil 
strength. 

Upon  a  point  of  honor  and  of  common  courtesy,  tbere- 
fore,  might  opposition  to  the  resolution  be  justified.  The 
joy  of  Ihe  genenHis  huntsman  is  always  in  the  cliase  t  the 
game  once  overtaken,  he  calls  off  the  p^k  that  weoU 
worry,  and,  by  slow  tortures,  kill  it.  So  the  gKoama. 
high-minded  political  opponent,  is  disposed  to  mitigatv 
the  severity  uf  his  blows  upon  a  wcakeiied-sdversni).  I 
speak  now  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  parties  in  ib^ 
House.  How  the  question  stands  out  erf*  this  IIobsc, 
must  be  determined  by  lliusc  witliout,  by  iheir  on  wea- 
pons, and  in  tbeir  own  wajTi  u  it  is  fit  and  proper  it  ■baohL 
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But,  ftg&in :  If  there  be  any  one  point  in  thi  American 
ehamcier  better  understood  than  another,,it  is  the  dispo- 
ntion  to  qrmpathise  With,  and  Uke  the  part  of  (he  weak, 
whether  Rtiilty  ur  innocent,  when  in  tlie  hands  of  an  ex- 
ulting' ana  victorious  adversary.    It  ts  the  temper  of  hu- 
RUnity.    The  convicted  traitor  is  forgiven  by  the  humane 
crowd  aa  he  ascends  the  scafTulJ.    The  fate  of  the  Knyal 
captive  ii  generously  pitied,  even  by  stem  Republicans, 
when  they  hear  the  shouts  of  the  conquerors ;  and  so  the 
falling'  statesman  may  sometimes  cherish  fiunt  hopes  from 
the  violence  of  his  purauers.   I  would  not  add  to  the  as- 
perity of  party  feeling  in  this  House,  by  having  it  under- 
Mood  that  the  cases  f  bars  selected  to  illastrate  a  com- 
mon ptineiple  of  our  nature,  are  pointed  with  allusions 
to  any  individual  whatever.    Did  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Wbibht]  thinlc  of  this  trait  in  the  American 
character,  the  other  day,  when  he  invoked  abuse  upon 
the  Administration,  by  provoking,  in  the  most  artful  man- 
ner I  have  ever  seen  employed,  upon  any  occasion,  every 
gentleman  who  he  supposed  could  be  induced,  at  his 
call,  to  denounce  it  in  hanh  language  ?    Did  he  seek  to 
take  advantage  of  this  principle  of  uur  nature,  when  he 
sou^t  to  elicit  a  reiteration  of  the  charge  of  corruption 
against  the  Administration,  by  the  frequent  use  he  made 
of  that  term  as  coming  from  others,  when,  I  believe,  not 
one  gentleman  on  the  opposite  ride  of  the  question  made 
any  such  charge  in  this  debate,  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  upon  that  point,  disclosed  in  other  places?  But, 
other  gentlemen  seem  to  me  to  have  indulged  in  a  course 
of  argument  calculated,  I  will  not  say  intended,  to  ac- 
coroplish  the  same  purpose  :  for,  although  I  have  noticed 
much  in  the  argument  of  some  of  them,  of  fair  and  man- 
ly reply  to  what  has  been  thrown  out  by  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  them  in  political  opinions,  yet,  it  has  appeared 
to  roe.  that  besides  attacking  their  opponents  in  turn, 
there  has  been  a  bitterness  of  manner,  and  a  point  in  their 
allusions,  which  cuuld  scarcely  fail  of  widening  the  door 
dS  recrimination.   I  know,  that  the  high-mettled  courser 
disJaiiu  the  use  of  the  goad*  and  is  ever  ready  to  take 
the  track  without  being  spurred  to  it  \  yet,  there  should 
be  some  adequate  manifesUtion  of  an  mteiition  to  apply 
the  spur  before  the  leap  is  made.    Here  has  been  intrf>- 
dueea  a  resolution,  which  may,  if  you  ]>lease  to  have  it 
so,  be  considered  as  implicating  the  Admmistration  in  ex- 
travance  and  prodigality  ;  and  it  may  be,  or  has  been,  in- 
timated by  one  gentleman,  that  it  was  honestly  brought 
forward  under  the  inSuenee  of  tlie  intoxication,  produc- 
ed by  having  drunk  deep  of  the  s{>irit  of  newspaper 
miarepresenUlioD  ;  yet,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whe- 
ther gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  ih«  question  may 
not  have  been  misled  by  having  drunk  from  the  same 
polluted  stream,  I  would  ask  why  call  for  specifications 
of  charges  against  the  Administration,  when  the  very  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  is  alleged  to  be  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  such  charges  ?    And  why  will  gentlemen 
f»mtinue,  as  they  have  done,  to  proclaim  their  convic- 
tions of  the  purity  of  the  Administration,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  corruption,  if  they  do  nut  seek  for  some  pur- 
pose, a  discussion  upon  those  points,  when  no  gentleman 
opposed  to  the  Administratiun,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  has  thought  proper  to  afford  a  just  pretext  for 
any  such  discussion  f   But  1  do'not  wish  to  do  injustice 
to  the  intentions  of  any  gentleman.    I  would  not  do  in- 
justice to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  especially.   It  cer- 
uinly  appeared  to  me  the  other  day,  as  I  think  it  must 
have  appeared  to  every  aentleman  on  this  floor,  that  it 
was  a  principal  object  of  his  remarks  to  court  a  violent 
and  abusive  course,  on  the  part  of  the  opposition,  against 
the  Administration.    I  would  nut,  however,  do  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  a  voluntary  wron|;  {is  a  reason  con- 
nected with  my  own  repose.    He  is  one  <^  the  last  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor,  whose  notice  I  would  be  pleased 
with,  in  reply  to  any  thing  I  msy  say  {  vad  as  s  proof  of 
Vol.  IV— 79 


my  sincerity,  if  he  will  accept  of  a  compliment  fh«n  one 
who  is  a  stranger  to  him,  I  wilt  say,  he  seems  to  me  to 
understand  his  business  here  perfectly  well  ;  and  of  his 
skill  in  political  archery,  I  would  say,  he  disuiminatea 
between  the  sound  and  the  broken  arrows  of  the  Adnun- 
istration  quiver,  with  as  much  judfirment  as  any  gentle- 
man 1  have  noticed  practising  with  iu  bow.  But  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  explanation :  i  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, seeing  tliat  it  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because, 
with  my  approbation,  (and  I  ,tmst  gentlemen  will  give 
me  credit  for  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  declaration,)  no 
inffammable  matter  that  kind  would  be  thrown  into 
this  House,  to  retard  and  obstnict  the  ordinary  business 
of  Congress,  or  to  interrupt  the  decorum  of  debate  dur- 
ing the  present  Mssion.  I  desired,  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
every  uther  member  of  this  House  did,  from  the  frequent 
professions  1  heard  upon  all  sides,  that  we  should  des- 
patch the  more  important  business  confided  to  our  care, 
and  return  to  our  homes.  I  deprecated  the  consequen- 
ces of  bringinf^  the  Preridential  canvaas  into  this  House* 
and  making  this  flour  an  electioneering  Campus.  We 
have  already  bad  a  specimen,  in  the  two  last  days'  de- 
bate, of  the  consequence  of  introducing  such  matter  in- 
to this  House.  We  have  already  had  a  match  exhibition 
of  reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already  reach- 
ed the  very  verge  of  order  and  decorum.  Perhaps,  sir, 
we  have  advanced  one  step  beyond  ^eir  boundaries. 
To  what  end  will  a  further  indulgence  of  this  course  lead 
in  the  diicussion  oS  this  or  any  other  measure  of  a  like 
inflammable  character  ?  As  the  passions  of  the  opposite 
parties  kindle  by  collision — aa  they  will — we  may  expect 
to  hear  from  one  side  of  the  House,  a  glowing  descrip- 
tion of  the  dangers  of  military  despotism,  while,  ftom  the 
other,  we  will  present  the  picture  of  a  great  nation  sink- 
ing by  corruption.  When,  from  the  other  side,  shall  be 
held  up  to  public  view,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  elevation  of  a  Military  Chitftain  ;  on  this  ride,  you 
shall  hear  of  the  ills  that  will  ensue  from  establishing  a 
succession,  by  adhering  to  the  line  ot  safe  precedents. 
When  we  shall  have  carried  this  war  or  crimination  and 
recrimination  to  the  highest  pitch  to  which  pwty  feeling 
can  ascend,  all  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  will  be, 
perhaps,  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  consume  ourselves  in  the  heat  of  contro- 
versy, and  vomit  forth,  through  the  channel  of  .the  news- 
papers, upon  the  People-  of  this  Union,  the  poison  of 
our  own  gall,  to  embitter  and  stir  them  up  to  a  like  use- 
less rage. 

"  It  ti  not,  nor  cannot  come  m,  good." 
Ko  opinion  will  be  changed  by  such  a  course,  and  the 
People  are  too  enligliteneu  to  authorize  the  belief  that 
the  relative  strengtli  of  the  parties  out  of  this  House  can 
be  affected  by  it.  I  would  say  to  the  Opposition,  to 
which  I  profess  to  belor^,  that  they  have  nothing  now 
to  gain  by  such  a  course,  though  they  may  not  lose.  To 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  I  would  say,  if  they  will 
allow  me,  that  they  cannot,  by  means  like  these,  give  a 
counter  current  to  public  opinion,  if  that  ii>  necessary  to 
their  success.  I  will  say  to  the  Opporition,  again,  that  I 
trust  tliey  will  have  the  firmness  not  to  be  intimidated  to 
take  a  course  which  would  be  unbecoming  the  dwnity  of 
this  House,  or  unworthy  of  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged  ;  but  while  they  deal  out  measure  for  measure, 
with  their  political  opponents,  they  will  nerer  become  the 
aggressors. 

I  fVel  it  my  duty,  before  I  sit  down,  to  notice  one  or 
two  remarks  which  fell  from  gentlemen  on  the  opporite 
side  of  the  House.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Ur.  BooKRn]  in  reply  to  a  distinguished  gentle- 
nwn  [Ur.  RavsouB]  who  has  taken  part  in  this  debate, 
remarked,  in  substance,  that,  when  "  the  accepted  time" 
arrived,  so  anxiously  expected  by  that  gentleman,  he  had 
long  since  made  up  bis  nuod  to  retreat  from  the  Capitol. 
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If  1  do  not  mistake  the  allusion,  or  overate  the  apprehen- 
«ioiu  ofthat  gentleman,  I  will  say  to  him,  that  I  know  he 
will  not  forsake  hia  eoontry  at  the  approach  either  of  a 
domeaUc  or  foreign  foe.  On  the  contrary,  if  I  ani  not 
^atly  mistaken  in  him,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the 
presence  of  a  tyrant,  even  in  his  strong-hold  ;  and  when 
•'  the  accepted  time"  alluded  tOj.  shall  have  arrived,  I  pre- 
diet  Uiat  that  gentleman,  returning  to  his  post  here,  with 
the  manly  purpose  of  guarding  hia  countiy's  rights,  will 
then  beoome  eonvinced  bow  greatiy  he  had  misconceived 
the  true  character  of  the  individual  so  often  alluded  to.  I 
•m  persuaded  he  will  find  that  great  man,  though,  per- 
haps, not  perfect — as  no  man  is — yet  so  nobly  redeeming 
any  alight  faults  he  may  have,  by  his  generous  devotion 
to  the  interests  ot  his  country,  by  his  tact  in  civil  govern- 
ment^ as  vrell  as  in  militRry-command,  that  even  the  most 
unrelenting  of  his  nppunents  will  feel  some  regret  that 
thepr  ever  fdt  it  their  duty  to  encounge  apprehensions 
vhich  turned  out  to  be  so  destitute  of  any  founda- 
tion. 

The  Tariff  has  found  its  way  into  this  discusBion.  Upon 
ft  subject  of  so  much  difficulty  and  imptJKlince,  I  would 
at  no  thne  feel  myself  competent  to  manage  the  argu- 
ment, either  for  or  against  it.  I  am,  therefore  at  this  time, 
wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  any  ezanuiiation  of  the 
questions  connected  with  it,  but  I  do  trust  in  God,  that 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor — I  must  be  permitted  to  ex- 

Sress  a  further  hope— that  no  friend  of  his  country,  will 
e  found  here,  or  anywhere  else,  who  will  seek,  tor  any 
purpose,  to  connect  a  subject  of  such  intrinaic  intei  est, 
With  a  contest,  involving,  in  my  (minion,  separate  and  dis- 
tinct principles  and  objects.  I  do  not  mean  to  state,  that 
any  gentleman  in  this  House  has  sought  to  connect  these 
BubjeGta— far  fVom  it.  I  only  express  a  hope,  that  no 
gentleman  will  ever  make  himself  obnoxious  to  such  a 
(^rge. 

^  Mp.  Speaker,  although  opposed  to  the  resolution  ori- 

finaUy,  fitr  reasons  I  Jiave  attempted  to  make  intelligi- 
le  to  the  House,  yet  I  fear  weJtave  advanced  too  far 
now  to  recede.  RxpecUtions  are  created,  that  some- 
thing will  he  done,  without  Arther  delay,  in  the  work  of 
retrenchment.  At  all  events,  an  inquiry,  a  rigid  inquiry, 
most  be  prosecuted— and  1  hope  for  the  best  results.  I 
am  free  to  declare,  for  myself,  although  I  wmild  lop  off, 
without  compunction  or  regret  every  institution  and  of- 
fice, which  may  be  opposed  in  tts  tendency  to  the  liberty 
uf  the  People,  or  which  may  ci-eate  unnecessary  burdens 
upon  their  honest  gains,  yet  would  I  forbear  to  touch 
either  one  or  the  other,  which  may,  upon  inqtiiry,  appear 
to  be  essential  either  to  the  liberty  or  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  And  since  it  has  become  necessary  that 
this  uiquiry  must  be  gone  into,  I  rejoice  that  ao  lai^e  a 
majority  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  auspicious  period, 
and  that  so  much  of  the  talent  of  the  House  has  become 
pledged  to  assist  in  it.  I  look  upon  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  motion  to  lay  this  resolution  upon  the  table,  as  a 
pledge,  not  only  of  the  preseverance  with  which  the 
work  of  retrenchment  will  be  prosecuted,  but  of  the  sue- 
£caa  which  will  attend  it.  And  I  trust  that  we  shall  all, 
ezercistng  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance  upon  those 
points,  upon  which  the  interesU  and  feelings  of  parties 
may  be  connected,  zealously  co-operate  in  effecting  some- 
thing for  the  good  of  our  common  country.  For  my  own 
part  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will  aid  in  the  enterprize, 
by  working  as  a  common  laborer  in  the  trenches,  if  it  be 
neccssaty. 

Mr  Speaker,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
no  longer. 

After  an  incffectaal  motion  to  adjourn,  Mr.  DORSEY, 
of  Maryland  «i^ook  the  floor,  but  had  not  proceeded  far, 
before  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  made  and  ear- 
ned. 


iVxDMXSSAT,  Jahoait  SO,  1838. 
THE  SIX  MILITIAMEN. 
The  SPEAKER  Uid  before  the  House  a  letter  ftom  tl>e 
Secretary  ot  War,  transmitting  the  prcceedings  of  the 
Court  Martial  which  tried  certain  Tenneaaee  Militia  at 
Mobile,  in  December,  1814,  together  with  other  p*pets 
connected  with  the  subject,  which  were  oiUed  fiir  by  this 
House  some  days  since. 
The  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  SLOANE  mored  that  the  eommanicatjon  and  do- 
cuments be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  expressed  a  doubt  whether  it  was 
necessary  to  print  all  the  documents  accompanying  thb 
communication — perhaps  the  merab»  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Sloawz]  might  be  better  able  to  aay  than  he  waa— but  as 
he  wished  to  have  an  oppwtunity  of  looking  at  them,  be 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  hu  motioa 
for  the  printing- 
Mr.  SLOANE  replied,  that  the  chief  bulk  of  the  docu- 
ments consisted  ofthe  muster  roll  and  pay  roll  which  the 
Ifentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WicaurraJ  had  himself 
introduced  into  the  call. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentlemen  that  a  moliaa 
to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  admit  ofdebate— bat  that,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  wished  to  reply,  hia  only  mode 
would  be  to  have  the  motion  decided. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  having  moved  for  adivisuNi,  the 
question  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  commuracatioa 
and  documents  on  the  table,  and  carried  in  the  aRirnutire. 
And  the  question  being  then  on  the  motion  to  print — 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  poatpone  the  printing  j  and 
said,  he  would  briefly  state  his  reasons  for  this  motMw. 
The  House  had  before  it  in  discussion  a  reaolation,  [Mr. 
Chiitoh's]  which  completely  blocked  up  tlie  game  rfle- 
gislation  i  and,  in  this  slate  of  things,  the  House  is  called 
upon  to  print  these  documents  for  public  inibemalitm.  I 
wish  it  clearly  understood  that,  ao  Br  as  I  act  in  thb  mtf- 
ter,  it  is  not  from  any  fear  of  having  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth,  fully  exposed  to  Tiew. 
But  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman  frocn  CHrio, 
[Mr.  SiJ>Aiia]  not  to  press  the  printing  at  thb  raomenl. 
Let  me  refer  to  the  fiicU.  When  tliese  documents  were 
first  inquired  for,  we  were  informed  by  the  officbl,  or 
least  semi-officiiil  organ  of  tJie  Adminiatration,  [here  Mr. 
W.  pointed  to  the  Reporter's  dedc  of  the  Intelligaiccr,] 
that  no  such  documents  existed  in  the  Department  of  War. 
Subsequently,  however,  some  time  in  the  Summer,  they 
were  discovered,  in  some  obscure  pigeon-hole,  I  auppose, 
in  that  Department.  Now,  Sir,  as  the  effect  of  the  all 
for  these  papers  (1  do  not  ay  the  intention — I  apeak  od^ 
of  the  effect — it  is  not  pariiamentary  to  reflect  on  the 
motives  of  gentlemen)  has  respect  to  in^vidual  character, 
and  as  1  cannot  shut  my  eyes  and  eara  to  aH  that  is  past- 
ing around  me,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  before  this  resolu- 
tion was  introduced,  these  papers  had  all  been  inspected 
at  the  Department,  and  1  therefore  cannot  but  understand 
the  effect  that  is'  anticipated.  I  ask,  then,  is  it  fiur— I  ap- 
peal to  the  magnanimity  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
say  whether  it  is  fair— when  the  character  of  an  iwlividaal 
is  assuled,  not  to  let  his  friends  have  an  opportiuiity  «f 
looking  at  these  documents,  in  order  that  they  may  judge 
whether  there  may  not  be  something  else  in  the  War  De- 
partment, bearing  on  the  matter  to  which  they  refer,  ia 
order  that,  if  there  is,  (and  I  do  not  say  there  is]  Uiat  also 
may  be  obtained,  and  tlien  the  whole  be  printed  at  one 
time,  and  all  ^  together  to  the  world.  If  you  print  theai 
now,  the  eftect  will  be  to  assault  the  chancter  of  a  As- 
tinguished  individual,  both  morally  and  pt^itieaUy,  and 
what.  Sir,  may  be  the  result  on  the  pub  Be  mind  ^  It  wiB 
be  recollected  that,  among  the  documenta  1  wished  to  <^ 
tain,  was  the  order  of  Governor  Blount,  detailing  the  i«fi< 
ments  of  Tennessee  MUitia.   Is  that  anoog  these  docu- 
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menu  ?  The  Secretsi^  61  War  tells  us  lie  lias  furnished 
all  the  ducuments  within  the  scope  of  tlie  resolution,  that 
is,  »  he  tinderaUndi  it.  Now,  Sir,  when  the  printing-  or 
papers  is  not  calculated  to  facilitate  Icgislalion,  but  only 
to  effect  the  character  of  an  individual,  I  ask  again,  is  it 
not  fair,  tltat  we  sliall  see  whether  there  may  not  be  other 
documents,  which  may  be  called  for,  and  which  miglii 
have  an  affect  in  illustrating  those  we  have  obtained  ?  I 
do  not  say  there  are  such  ducumenls.  And,  if  this  was  an 
ordinary  subject  of  legislaiion,  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
militia  laws,  or  any  Ihin^  of  that  description— if  individual 
character  was  not  to  be  nivolved,  I  should  not  resist  the 
printing.  But  when  it  is  impossible  I  should  be  deceived 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  documents,  1  appeal  to  the  magiia- 
niraity  of  the  eenlleman  and  of  the  House,  to  say  whether 
it  will  not  be  better  to  defer  it  * 

Mr.  BARTLETT  now  mored  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
uponthetable.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.Sioi.Hx*B 
motion  to  print  ihe  communication  and  documents  wai 
accordingly  hud  upon  the  table. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  again  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Cmiltoit  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment, 
and  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bukx, 
(virtually  a  substitute  for  the  other] — 

Mr.  DORSET  rose  and  said,  he  tendered  to  the  hon. 
orable  members  of  the  House  the  expression  of  hia  (hanks 
for  their  kindness,-  shown  him  on  yesterday,  by  concur- 
ring' in  the  motion  for  adjournment.  If,  said  Mr.  D.  the 
forbearing  course  recommended  by  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Hr.  Bill]  had  been  sdopt^  at  an  earlier 
day,  I  should  not  now  have  addressed  this  House.  In 
the  range  which  this  debate  has  taken,  there  has  been 
much  said,  which  requires  observation  and  refutation, 
ft  IS  loo  late,  now,  sir,  to  forbear  discussing  these  excit- 
ing topics.  But,  witliout  his  most  judicious  advice  to 
fowgo  a  spirit  of  crimination,  I  shall  do  so.  It  is  in  ac- 
cortbnce  with  my  settled  purpose,  never  to  add  to  an  ex- 
citement leading  us  astray  from  wliat  we  owe  to  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House,  to  tJie  reputation  of  this  nation,  to  our 
own  self-respect.  Wluit  I  shall  say  will  be  of  a  vindica- 
toiy  cliaracter  i  it  will  breathe  the  spirit  of  justification, 
not  that  of  implication.  It  is  a  source  of  congratuktion 
tliat  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  originated  tltis 
aiiqutiinir  resolution.  As  a  citizen  of  this  Republic,  at- 
tached to  its  form  of  government,  and  its  perpetuity,  he 
is  entitled  to  my  thanks :  for,  sir,  there  is  no  resource 
«ipon  which  this  government  can,  in  time  of  great  national 
danger  aixi  trial,  i<ely  with  so  much  confidence,  as  on  the 
attachment  and  aHections  of  its  citizens — these  attach- 
ments and  affections,  so  indispensable  to  its  strength,  can 
only  be  produced  and  strengthened  by  the  settled convio- 
tion  that  its  paternal  care  distributes  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages of  its  institutions  alike  to  aH  fitted  by  habits  and 
education  to  participate  in  them.  The  nation,  to  submit 
with  patience  to  the  requisitions  made  jon  them  for  the 
support  uf  the  government,  must  be  satisfied  tliat  those 
u'ho  ulministcr  tlie  government  administer  it  with  a  due 
reganl  to  economy.  The  nation,  alUclied  to  the  simpli- 
city of  our  republican  manners,  reprobates  every  depar- 
ture from  ihem,  and  marks  with  its  reproach  all  those 
who  seek  to  assimilate  it  in  pr.tctice  to  the  tinsel,  the  ex- 
travagance of  royally.  As  a  member  of  that  party  whicli 
deems  that  the  public  interest  and  the  preservation  of 
•ur  institutions  require  the  re-election  of  the  present 
Chief  Uagistrate,  I  thank  htm  for  bringing  to  the  trial  the 
imputed  en-nrs  ^ tbe  present  National  Executive.  For, 
sir,  it  cannot  be  conceah^d,  tlutt,  tince  the  last  Presiden- 
tial election,  imputations  on  the  political  purity  of  those 
who  now  adminisler  the  Government  have  been  industri- 
ously propagated  throughout  the  nation  t  that  they  have 
been  received  with  eagerness  %  that  tbe  credulity  of  tbe 


American  People  has  been  imposed  on  by  alt  the  wily  arts 
of  party  warfare  ;  that  the  discontented  and  disappointed 
politicians  of  the  day  have  labored  to  teach  the  People 
to  look  to  the  President  and  his  Cahmet  as  usurpos 
the  elective  right»  of  the  People  ;  as  elevating  themselves 
to  power  by  bargain  and  intrigue  t  as  aping  the  splendor 
of  royal  magnificence  ;  as  encouraging  a  lavish  expendi- 
ture uf  public  money,  to  reward  political  partizans  ;  and 
employing  the  patronage  o(  the  Government  to  warp  and 
corrupt  tbe  public  sentiment,  so  as  to  ensure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  national  power  in  their  own  hands.  Tbe 
honest  and  retired  citizens  of  this  country,  who  are  only 
interested  in  the  pure  administration  of  ihe  Government^ 
and  the  continuation  of  its  blessings,  unacquainted  with 
those  dark  and  secret  springs  of  action  which  gave  life  and 
strength  to  those  weighty  denunciations,  have  becomo 
alarmed,  and  tremble  for  the  safety  of  this  Republic. 

These  jealousies  and  distrusts  have  been  here,  sir. 
fostered  and  reiterated.  My  honorable  colleague,  at  a 
vet^  early  day  of  the  session,  In  his  resolution  directing 
an  inquiry,  assigned,  as  a  ground  for  the  investigatitHi 
required  by  the  resolution,  tliat  rumors  of  an  improper 
application  of  the  public  money  had  spread  among  tbe 
People.  The  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  baa 
flenounced  to  the  nation  a  particular  act  of  intoleranc* 
in  tbe  Treasury  Department — "  the  transfer  (rf*  the  con* 
tract  for  stationery  for  the  Collector's  Office  of  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia  to  the  Editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  t" 
and  has  submitted  a  resolution  of  unprecedented  inqui- 
sitorial character,  demanding  not  only  copies  of  all  the 
official,  but  of  the  Secretary's  private  correspondence, 
in  relation  to  this  substitution.  This  latter  resolution, 
notwithstanding  its  unusual  and  reprehensible  generality, 
as  well  as  tliat  of  my  honorable  colleague,  was  suatamed 
by  the  fnends  of  the  Administration.  In  unison  with 
these  previous  inquiries  directed  by  this  House,  I  shall 
vote  upon  the  present  occasion.  That  resolution,  or  that 
amendment,  which  gives  to  the  inquiry  the  greatest  range 
of  action,  shall  be  my  choice.  Let  our  constituents  be 
relieved  from  that  torturing  anxieiy  and  suspense  engen- 
dered in  this  political  warfare  for  power,  which  now  dis- 
quiets them  as  to  the  structure  of  our  Government,  U)e 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  and  the  pohtical  inte- 
grity of  those  who  now  administer  our  national  affairs. 
They  can  only  learn  through  the  press  the  acts,  the  mo- 
tives, and  the  policy  of  tbe  Federal  Government.  Scat- 
tercd  throughout  this  vast  continent,  having  but  little  in- 
tercourse  with  the  Capital  of  tills  extensive  Empire,  feel- 
ing the  pressure  of  the  national  authority  but  feebly,  they 
can  only  leani  the  doings,  the  policy,  and  the  motive  of 
lliis  Government,  through  the  public  journals.  Our  own 
experience,  the  experience  of  all  free  Governments,  in- 
controvertibly  prove,  that  this  acUve  agent  for  the  dis- 
semination of  knowledge,  in  all  limes  of  high  paKy  ex- 
citement, partakes  of  that  complexion  which  best  sub- 
serves the  triumph  of  that  party,  of  that  chief,  whose  ele- 
vation to  power  It  prefers  {  and  tliat,  in  pursuit  of  this 
triumph,  it  misrepresents,  it  libels,  it  denounces,  the  po-  , 
licy,  the  acts,  and  the  motives,  of  their  political  rivals. 
The  freer  the  institutions  of  the  Govemnient  are,  tbe 
more  active,  the  more  criminating;  the  more  vindictive* 
are  these  misrepresentations  and  these  libels.  This  spirit 
of  detraction  and  misrepresentation  of  men  in  power  is 
coeval  with  our  Government.  I'he  like  imputations  of 
corrupiioii,  prodigality,  and  aswmilation  of  our  republi- 
can institutions  to  monarchy,  and  expanuon  of  the  Exe- 
cutive power  of  the  Government,  were  charged  on  those 
who  Administered  it  under  Wsshington,  the  founder  of 
this  Empire,  oi>  Adams,  on  Jefferson,  on  Madison,  on 
Monroe.  They  are  the  materiel  of  political  wrarfiire,  and 
they  have  been  hurled,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions, 
against  those  who  are  in,  who  administer  the  Govern- 
meniy  by  those  who  are  out,  but  wish  to  burtt  open  the 
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tloora  of  lionor,  of  power,  of  wealth,  for  themBdvcB.— 
Arainst  this  branch  of  tli^  Government  hkve  those  who 
labored  for  revolutions  in  the  AdminutnUon,  directed 
all  the  artillery  of  the  prett. 

In  a  Goremment  like  our^  predicated  on  taw,  confi 
dence  miut  be  reposed  somewhere-  Our  Constitution 
reposes  it  in  the  Esecuttre  Department.  From  its  analogy 
to  monarchy,  it  is  always  an  object  of  distrust  and  jealotisy. 
It  is  presumed  to  affect  the  splendor  of  royaliy/to  stretch 
its  prerogatiTe ;  to  extend  ita  patronage  to  sustain  its 
power ;  to  bvish  the  resources  of  the  nation,  to  reward 
its  partiaaiis.  This  jealotisy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion to  our  republican  simplicity,  to  a  restricted  eiecu 
tive  prerogative,  to  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  ha 
tred  for  a  profuse  expendittire  of  that  money  drawn  from 
our  labor,  naa  been  constantly  invoked  in  every  struggle 
for  political  power  that  bai  distracted  the  American 
People. 

The  first  Administration  of  the  illustrious  Washington 
had  not  passed,  before  it  was  charged  on  his  Adminiilra- 
tion  that  its  policy  was  devoted  to  an  assimilation  of  the 
practice  of  our  Government  to  the  most  corrupting  parta 
of  the  British  Government  t  that  the  war  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  funded,  and  the  public  debt  created,  to 
bring  strength  to  the  usurpations  plotted  by  the  Federal 
Government  on  State  rights ;  that  the  army,  raised  to 
check  the  savage  incursions  on  the  frontier  settlements, 
was  adopted  in  conformity  witli  the  policy  of  creating  a 
standing  army  ;  that,  having  a  funded  debt  and  army, 
the  piratical  depredations  of  the  Algerine  corsairs  were 
greitdily  sdzed  on,  as  an  apology  for  creating  a  navy  j 
tliat  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introduced  to  add  to  the 
support  of  the  Government  a  swarm  of  officers  i  and  that 
thus,  a  public  debt,  an  arm^,  a  navy,  the  excise,  the  four 
prominent  features  and  engines  of  the  patronage,  corrup- 
tion, and  eipense^,  of  the  Hrilish  Government,  were 
grafted  on  the  American  policy.  The  monarchical  ten- 
dencies of  these  national  measures,  were  not  the  only  accu- 
sations made  agaiiift  tliis  illustrious  man.  He  wascharg- 
ed  with  affecting  Ihe  splendor  and  folly  of  ro}al  audien- 
ces ;  and  the  levees  which  were  held  at  his  house,  to  gra- 
tify the  anxious  and  laudable  curiosity  of  his  countrymen, 
to  see  the  great  benefactor  of  the  American  People,  were 
traced  to  a  dispoMtion.  on  his  part,  to  imitate  royal  levees. 
He,  too.  was  charged  with  an  encroachment  on  the  treaty- 
nuking  power,  and  assuming  that  it  came  within  his  con- 
stitutional competency  to  give  instructions  to  his  Minis- 
ters id)roadt  to  negotiate  ttnties  with  loreign  Powers, 
without  first  submitting  his  instructions  for  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Senate  :  he,  too,  waschai^cd  with  drawing  the 

f|ublic  money  for  his  own  private  purposest  and  it  wan  nub- 
ishcd,  that  the  day  on  which  he  Bhould  retire  *'  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  national  jubilee  t  fur,  from  that  day, 
would  the  name  of  Washington  cease  to  bgalize  corrup- 
tion." And  such,  nr,  was  the  acrimony  of  party  spirit 
in  his  day,  that  there  are  now  distinguished  political  cha- 
acters,  high  in  the  confidrncc  of  this  people,  who  have 
PWMMtled  upon  the  journals  of  this  House,  that  their  con- 
fidence in  him  was  diminislied**   These  ezpresnons  of 

f.l.?fr*  ?  refl-rcnce  to  ehe  nmrndinn  in  th"  Houte  of  Re- 

IS*'  ?!'  •'■T  of  DrwmlxT,  1700,  upon      AddrM*  Ui 

..It.  .  WMbinjion,  oil  hit  ruimmiiit  ftum  offite,  Uie  lait  aud  prcg- 
iiaut  i>Br»ffrtph  or  which  WM  ■!  f„lto*» : 

"  M»y  jau  long  fHfoy  that  liberty  which  U  to  dMUr  to  Tou,  and  »• 
ubich  your  Mme  will  U  lo  dear :  Mar  vour  own  *innea,  and  ■ 
•J^'''"'  <»«">  Um:  l^pii'"*  "un^iue  fur  ihe  drclimr  of  jour 
dart,  and  (he  choictit  or  ftiiure  bloninp.  rot  oar  eountry'i  xke- 
for  >aenk«  of  Bepubllcan  Libertr-it  m  our  eamctt  wUh  iliai  yoar 
nanple  nay  Im  the  giiido  oT  yoar  aBccMun ;  and  tkw.  alter  brtMr 
J™2JJJ^^*>J«pMWd  of  liw  pcMTUt  Bsr,  bccMu  the  pattunony 

Upon  armior  lo  ibU  AddrcM,  «ke  following  gentkmen  Totcd  In 
ihe  negative :  ** 

*'  ThumaaaioiiiK,  Itaac  Colea,  Wm.  B.  Gilw,  Chriitoi  hur  Omnap, 
Jaioe.  Holl»i«L  AiKfnw  Jackaoa,  Edward  I^vii>s*i..n,afauiiir»  LookV! 
Wm.  Lyau,  &umkI  Mcelar,  MaU'l  Uacou,  mhI  Abr.  ViiHiblc." 


opinion  were  sustained  by  acts  of  nationaJ  legialaiKW, 
highly  ofTensive  to  the  feelii^  of  tlwt  distinguished  aad 
unequalled  man  ;  as  they  were  predicated  on  an  avowed 
dittrtist  of  his  patriotism  and  prudence.  In  1797,  U- 
thoiigh  the  Kxeciitive  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Coa- 
stitution,  is  entrusted  with  the  command  of  tiic  naval  aad 
militafy  armament  of  this  country,  they  denied  to  turn  tlie 
control  of  an  armament,  fitted  out  for  the  protectioattf 
American  vessels,  s^inst  the  hostilities  of  the  Freodi 
marine,  and  restricted  his  discretion  by  legislative  direc- 
tions. Yes,  air,  under  these  distracting  rivalshi^  for  tbe 
succession,  did  distinguished  sUtesmen  embitlcr  the 
peace,  destroy  the  quiet,  and  lessen  the  confidence  of  the 
American  People  in  that  man.  whose  whole  life  was  dis- 
tinguished by  nis  devotion  to  our  Republican  IIMtjtulioll^ 
by  an  ardent  attachment  for  the  happiness  of  that  coea- 
t^  which  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  mn  inftepeodeot 
nation  by  bis  instrumenUlily  i  by  that  pure  dirintereitei- 
neaa  that  never  sought  pecuniaiy  gratification.  Of  llr. 
Hamilton,  that  gallant  soldier,  who  participated  in  the 
dangers  of  the  battle  with  his  beloved  comrosuider ; 
able  and  professed  sulesman  who  aided  in  the  ftjrvalKn 
of  the  Constitution  ;  whose  writings  allayed  the  booties 
against  its  adoption  ;  whose  investigatinfCa  powerful,  and 
profound  sagacity,  ealablished  those  great  statistical  pria- 
ciples  which  it  is  now  political- heiesy  to  deny  ;  mbm 
political  and  private  mt^rity  is  now  eiih^ixed  by  bis  far- 
mer revilers  i  language  was  ransacked,  vituperation  ex- 
hausted, in  pourtraying,  in  the  most  repulsive  coluca,  hit 
imputed  pohiical  heresies  and  domestic  errors.  If  sucb 
a  President  as  Washington,  and  if  sucha  Utniatccas  Has- 
iltOQ — and  such  a  Ruter  and  such  a  Minister  no  other  na- 
tion ever  boasted— were  charged  with  the  moat  damnd^ 
political  errors.  I  ask  you,  can  stich  a  Preadent  aad  waA 
a  Minister  as  we  now  have,  expect  to  escape  the  tool 
libels  engendered  by  this  over-heated  politieal  atma- 
phere.  Let  the  nation  be  satined  tliat  all  who  adiuai^ 
ter  Ihe  affairs  of  this  nation,  are  doomed,  by  the  reiy  ge- 
nius of  our  Ceiistitution,  to  be  reproached  by  the  rent 
ings  of  their  political  enemies,  and  chaiged  with  aiiti4» 
publican  propeiwties  t  with  a  disposiiion  to  graq>  power; 
with  procligality  in  the  emplt^ment  of  the  public  nwaef. 
The  quiet  and  enquiring  judgment  of  posterity  has  dooe 
justice  to  their  memory  i  and  the  history  of  their  pene- 
cutions  affords  to  the  present  age  an  instructive  mooitiaa 
against  indulging  in  that  credulity  which  tends  to  itmc» 
the  confidence  which  distinguishetl  public  services  nita- 
ralljr  inspire,  and  to  teach  us  to  examine  into  the  becret 
motives  of  those  who  labor  lo  withdraw  the  public  coafi- 
dence  from  the  public  functionaries. 

The  first  Adams  succeeded  to  the  Presidency  after  aa 
animated  canvass.  The  French  Directory  demanded, 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  reception  of  the  Amencaa 
Plenipotentiaries  sent  to  treat  of  peace,  a  doucear— 
"  much  silver."  The  despatches  rccrived  frvaa  tbc^ 
detailing  these  propositions,  so  degtadin^f  to  oar  aa- 
tional  sovereignty,  were  publiriied.  The  indignant  v«ice 
of  the  American  People  re-echoed  throughout  this  om- 
tinent  :  "millions  tor  defence — not  a  cent  for  tribute." 
The  Congress  put  on  the  armour  of  defence  by  laws  pie- 
vidinr  for  a  providonal  army  i  Washington  wm  placed  a 
the  head  of  it)  and  the  distinguialied  heroca  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  were  again  called  to  command.  Tet 
this  army,  headed  by  these  patriots,  embodied  to  resiti 
the  humiliating  demands  of  the  Directory,  were  de- 
nounced aa  the  instruments  uf  power,  designed  to  cnub 
the  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  to  be  directed  againat  llie  L- 
berties  of  the  countr}'.  The  influence  of  Wuiungtoa 
on  the  public  opinion  had  ceased  s  for  he  announced  ts 
the  world  that  he  cordially  approved  those  measures  of 
resistance.  These  denunciations  prtxlaced,  on  the  ride  ef 
the  ft-iends  of  the  Adminstrstiui),  a  cnrreaponding;-  acer 
bity  of  feeling;  ami.  as  it  most  gtmrally  liappens  thai 
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n  all  conflicts  of  parties,  miicti  is  done,  which  neither 
>ru<lence  or  patriotism  sanction,  so,  in  this  struggle,  the 
neuures  sdopted  by  the  AtlininiAntion  to  give  strenrth 
md  stability  to  their  viewn,  were  the  cause  of  the  ww 
>f  public  confidence.  The  Sedition  and  the  Alien  Law 
«iDatn  as  historical  beacons  of  the  dangers,  incidental 
o  free  Government,  from  the  indulgence  of  political 
nlolerance,  and  as  illustrative  of  the  violent  and  uncon- 
^ittitional  means  which  factions  will  invoke  to  prostrate 
heir  rivals :  for  these  lawi  were  sanctioned  by  those 
leadfl  whose  heartv  ami  bands  pre-eminently  contributed 
nthe  establishment  of  our  national  independence.  Yet, 
lotwithstanding  these  laws,  tlie  authors  of  them  now  live 
n  the  grateful  remembrance  of  this  nation,  for  their  poli- 
.ical  honesty.  A  |rratcf'iil  posterity,  estimating  their  grn- 
■rf>us  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  couDtry,  forgive  these 
errors  of  pirty  coUlsion. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which  Mr.  lef- 
'eraon  acquired  by  the  repeal  of  the  war  tax  of  the  pre- 
ceding  Administration,  «nd  the  prostrate  condition  of 
lis  political  rivals,  there  soon  sprung  up  men,  who  had 
;on:ributed  to  elevate  him  to  power,  who  denounced  bis 
\dmin)Btnition.  He  was  clwrged  with  an  undignified, 
mpatriotic  attachment  to  Fnncej  with  a  hatred  against 
linglaiKl,  that  could  only  be  satiated  by  her  |»rostration 
A  the  feet  of  the  French  F.agleB  ;  with  shaping  iiis  whole 
;ourse  of  foreign  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gratification 
}f  these  feelingd  of  attachment  and  hatred-  (We  all  re- 
collect the  the  celebrated  saying  imputed  to  a  minister  of 
lis  cabinet,  when  it  sought  to  purchase  from  Spain  the 
Floridas, "France  wants  money.")  With  awastelul  prodi- 
^lity  of  the  public  money  j  for,  sir,  a  gentleman,  then 
of  diatinguifebed  influence,  the  bitterest  political  enemy 
if  the  first  Adams,  as  he  now  is  of  the  second,  the^most 
zealous  of  those  who  toiled  for  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Jef- 
Terson,  remarked,  on  the  floor  of  this  Mouse  ;  "Against 
Ihe  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in  common  with  ma- 
ny others,  did,  and  do  yet,  entertain  a  sentiment  of  lios- 
lility,  and  have  repeatedly  cried  out  against  it  for  extn- 
vaganee'  and  for  profusion,  and  fbr  waste*  and  wanton 
vaste,  of  the  public  resources.  I  find,  however  upon 
;onnderation,  whether  from  the  nature  of  man,  or  from 
J>e  nature  of  tilings,  or  from  what  ever  cause,  tliat  that 
administration,  grossly  extravagant  as  1  then  and  still  be- 
ieve  it  to  have  been,  if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  the  sue. 
seeding  one,  was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment  and  economy. 
We  have,  sir,  economised,  until  we  have  actually  redu- 
ced Ihe  annual  cost  of  a  seaman  from  473  dollars,  as  it  was 
andi-r  the  very  wasieful  expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams*  Ad- 
ninistration,  down  to  the  moderate  sum  of  887  dulUrs." 
!t  was  further  said  of  him,  that  his  restrictive  policy,  and 
:!ie  embai-gn,  were  recommended  and  adopted  in  aid  of 
Sonaparte's  continental  policy  to  destroy  the  commercial 
'esourcea,  and  tlius  prostrate  the  milituy  and  naval  pow- 
!r  of  Great  Britain — which  alone  piesented  a  barrier  to 
:hat  unirenal  conquest  at  wlilch  he  aimed.  That  the 
freat  and  leading  meaiures  of  his  domestic  policy  were 
.0  ensure  the  succrsaion  in  the  line  of  "safe  precedents," 
ii'd  to  elevate  James  the  First  to  the  Presidency.  Ytt, 
listory  has  done  ample  justice  to  this  illustrious  stales- 
nan,  while  his  errors,  if  any,  and  mortal  remain^  lie  bu- 
■ied  in  one  common  grave—the  recent  funeral  honors  to 
lis  memor]r,  througlmut  the  nation,  demonstrate  ibe  high 
rstimation  in  which  tluit  statesman  is  held  by  bis  countr)* 
nen. 

Mr.  Madison  succeeded  in  tlie  "  line  of  safe  prcce- 
lents."  In  those  days  of  Sinitliern  influence  ii  uas  deemed 
prc-requiaile  to  the  elevation  to  lliv  Presidency,  tluu  the 
spirant  should  have  filled  himself  for  thai  liigli  and  ai^ 
luous  station  by  an  intimate  knowledge  of  ourforeign  re- 
Atiims  and  domestic  policy.  He  was  denounced,  loo,  by 
naiiy  of  his  former  friends,  as  deficient  in  energy,  as  sus- 
lining  the  mokt  extravagant  dvctriocs  of  caosulidation. 


as  one  who  had  forfeited  his  claim  to  public  confidence, 
bv  recommending  a  dishonorable  compact  {  with  fraud 
and  corruption  I  that  his  Advinistration  was  prodigal 
and  wasteful  %  that  lie  called  to  his  armies  men  of  bank- 
rupt fortune  and  ruined  reputation,  and  in  which  army, 
it  was  sarcastically  asked,  "  what  man  of  honor  would 
accept  a  commission  That  he  acted  in  concert  with 
France,  and  waged  a  war  against  Protestants,  against 
the  bulwark  of  our  religion  i  that  he  was  unfitted  to  com- 
mand ;  that  he  was  too  much  of  a  pliiloaopher  {  that  he 
could  not  look  with  indifl*erence  on  the  shedding  of  hu< 
man  blood  t  that  his  measures,  also,  were  directed  to  en* 
sure  the  succession  of  Jamea  the  Second  in  the  line  of 
safe  precedents.  Yet  he  lives,  and  now  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  all. 

Mr.  Monroe  come  into  power  by  acclamation.  His 
tour  of  observation  through  the  North,  hu  disposition  to 
soothe  llie  spirit  of  party  rancor,  was  traced  as  springing 
from  that  vanity  which  is  flattered  by  -  public  pageantries 
— to  a  servile  dispoMtion  to  propitiate  political  enemies. 
Fwm  that  moment,  an  opposition  sprung  up  to  his  Ad- 
ministration J  three  of  his  "lieutenants  took  the  field  for 
the  Empire,  while  he  sot  as  an  incubus  on  the  Govern- 
ment." Each  assailed  the  Department  of  his  rivol—tbe 
system  of  expenditures,  connected  with  the  fortifications 
and  the  army— the  measures  of  the  Treasury— were  alike 
subject  to  the  bitterest  invective.  The  friends  of  the 
Treasury  sought  reform,  and  were  dubbed  Radical.  The 
army  candidate  was  denounced  as  a  latitudinarian,  and 
designing  to  surround  the  National  Government  with  a 
splendor  and  power  destructive  of  the  reserved  right  of 
the  Stales.  And,  Sir,  this  spirit  of  opposition  being  thus 
engendered,  his  Administration  was  pronounced  weak 
and  prodigal :  and,  even  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  he 
was  charged  with  using  public  money  for  private  purpos- 
es. The  nation  rccoliecM  with  gratitude  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  his  country,  and  sympathises  with  him  in  liis 
losses,  the  ineviuble  accompaniment  of  evety  Southern 
man,  whose  care  is  abstracted  from  his  domestic  con- 
cerns. 

These  historical  facts  are  brought  into  view  to  the  end 
that  the  public  may  appreciate  the  motives  which  give, 
currency  to  these  cl:imor8  against  those  who  administer 
Ihe  Government,  aitd  to  shew  that,  at  aU  times,  and_  by 
all  parties,  the  same  charges  which  are  now  nude  against 
the  Govemroeiit,  have  been  made,  and  arc,  instruments 
used  for  party  triumph— corruption,  prodigality,  and  a 
fondness  of  splendor,  are  the  practiced  weapoiw  of  the 
Opposition  I  tliey  may  influence  sentimenl  fur  a  time,  but 
a  spirit  of  free  inquiry  and  correct  iiilurmation  will  ban- 
ish  tlit'se  delusions,  demonstrating  the  innocence  of  tlie 
accused,  and  the  daring  and  seltiiih  motives  which  pni- 
ducc  the  imputations.  Recollect  that  these  Presidents 
were  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  that  they  bad  an  ac- 
tive agency  in  the  establishment  of  your  Constitution,  that 
they  Uved  and  toiled  for  the  Republic  at  home  in  Uie  gaze 
of  the  American  People  i  and  above  all,  that  they  came 
into  power  by  the  majority  of  the  voles  of  the  Aifcrican 
People  ;  but  even  thus  sustained,  and  Uius  elected,  they 
escaped  not  the  fell  spirit  of  detraction.  The  present 
Chief  Miigistraie  came  not  into  power  sustained  by  such 
powerful  Appeals  to  the  confidence  and  afli-ctions  of  the 
American  People.  His  life  had  been  spent  principally  in 
the  service  of  his  country  abroad,  in  watching  its  interests 
ami  its  rights  in  foreign  courts.  When  at  home  he  pre- 
sided over  a  Dcpsrtmeiit,  oF  none  or  very  limited  patro- 
nage, and  which  adtlressea  itself  only  tu  the  patriutis'n 
and  ititellrgcnce  »f  the  People.  He  had  three  competi- 
tors, of  distinguished  reputation,  aiul  alike  endeared  to 
the  country.  A  gentleman  of  splendid  talents,  tlie  bold 
and  undiwfuised  advocate  of  those  constitutional  doctrines 
which  cniai;ge  the  sphere  of  Federal  action,  retired  from 
the  sirug^le  in  consequence  ttf  the  unezpeoted  more- 
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ments  of  a  State,  upon  whoM  powerful  support  his  caK 
culationa  on  success  were  predicated.  No  election  was 
made  in  the  primary  colleges— and  this  House,  exercising 
its  constitutional  contingent  power,  called  the  present  in- 
cumbent to  tlie  I'reskleiicy.  In  forming  his  Cabinet,  he 
called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  disttn. 
guisliei]  citizen  who  now  presides  over  that  Department, 
and  it  is  understood  that  he  offered  to  another  competi- 
tor, the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer. 

From  this  moment,  a  spirit  of  oppontion,  detraction, 
and  misrepresentation  appeared.  It  was  charged  that 
the  election  was  effected  by  "bargain,  management, 
and  intrigue  i"  and  the  nation  has  been  convulsed  by 
a  more  angry  atkte  of  political  haired  than  it  ever  ex- 
perienced before.  History  informs  na,  that,  of  ail  the 
parties  or  factions  which  divide  a  nation,  those  are  the 
must  angry,  which  are  founded  on  personal  considera- 
tions. The  parties  heretofore  existing  in  this  country 
had  their  orifpn  in  a  difTerence  of  opinion  among  the 
People,  as  to  our  foreign  and  domestic  policy.  In 
sustaining  or  resisting  that  policy,  the  rival  politicians 
addressed  themselves  to  the  reason  and  understantltng 
of  the  nation.  An  unprecedented  unanimity  existed 
among  us  al!,  as  to  the  great  and  fundamental  policy  which 
the  pr«sperity  c^thw  country  required  to  be  pursued  by 
its  rulers.  The  present  parties  of  this  country  sre  there- 
fore formed  upon  the  preference  of  one  individual  to  ano- 
ther. In  all  our  attempts,  therefore,  to  proselyte,  a  re- 
view of  their  character  and  of  their  talents  is  taken.  In 
this  review  much  is  said— much  will  be  said— of  an  irri- 
tating and  oflenuve  eliaracter.  These  are  the  cauaes  of 
our  disunion. 

We  also  know,  that,  of  all  the  elections  which  agits- 
ed  the  Koman  Republic,  those  were  distinguished  by  the 
highest  excitements  and  the  greatest  convulsions  of  the 
People,  which  sprung  from  the  union  C de  coilionitiuB J 
of  the  disappointed  rival  candidates,  to  prevent  the  re- 
election of  their  successful  competitor.  Whether  there 
be  sucli  a  combination  now,  the  People  must  judge.  I 
will  not  say  that  such  a  combination  does  exist,  but  I  will 
say,  that  such  a  combination  has  been  avoived  and  boast- 
ed of.  During  the  last  Winter,  in  the  many  speculations 
which  were  made  upon  the  probable  result  oi  the  next 
I't'endential  election,'  and  sent  from  this  place,  with  a 
view  to  animate  the  friends  of  Cieneral  Jackson,  there 
was  one  letter  which  pre-eminently  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  public.  Its  style  was  good  }  the  estimates  of  their 
then  strength,  and  of  their  future  hopes,  wi  re  plausible. 
It  was  ptiblislied  in  the  newspapers  of  the  opposition  with 
high  praise.  The  uuihurship  was  assigned  to  a  then  dia- 
tingitished  member  of  tliis  HoMse  :  its  supposed  parent- 
age was  tmced,  by  traits  of  lunguagc,  to  tiie  honorable 
member.  In  this  letter,  then  so  cheered,  we  6nd  this 
iiiidiflguisad  avowal  of  the  principles  of  coheuon,  which 
give  life  and  activity  to  the  present  contest.  This  letter 
says — *'Td  the  friends  of  Jackson  and  Crawford,  those 
ofJohn  C.  Cflllioui)  sre  added  ;  and  the  union  forms  such 
a  force  of  number,  talents,  and  influence,  that  it  would 
seem  improbable  tliat  lliis  can  be  eftectively  met  by  Mr. 
A:l:ims  and  .Mr.  CIhj',  and  their  friendsi,  aided  by  their 
united  experience,  ability,  patronage,  and  official  advan- 
tages, great  as  they  are.  Men  are  &o  very  sincere  in 
ther  dislikes,  Hint  the  most  opposite  natures  will  coalesce 
to  dimiii'isli  tlie  power  of  an  object  of  a  higher  common 
aversion,  and  will  surrender  the  strongest  personal  com- 
petition to  unite  for  mutual  safety." 

What  a  precious  ccniession  !  If  this  be  true,  we  can- 
not be  deceived  as  to  the  character  of  that  resistance  to 
the  present  administration,  wliich,  like  tlie  Uomnn  elec- 
liuiis,  governed  by  the  same  principles  of  mutual  inter- 
est, threaten  this  People  with  the  moat  angry  political 
strife :  not  that  the  settled  policy  of  this  country  shall  be 
changed,  but  that  tbe  mutual  interest  of  these  diatinpiish- 


ed  individuals  shall  be  subserved,^  and,  by  their  ^fi&o- 
tion,  encourage  those  future  angry  appe&ls  to  tliis  naiia 
by  tbe  disappointed  candidates — rivahhips  which  hm 
destroyed  every  elective  Government. 

[Mr.  BccHAHiR  here  inquired  of  Mr.  1>.  ifheaaidths: 
he  [Mr.  Buchanah]  was  the  writer  of  the  letter  ?  Mr.  D 
replied  that  he  did  not  say  so  ;  but  that  lie  did  not  mi 
that  he,  Mr.  D.,  was  not  the  author  t  that  be  had  aa 
mentioned  the  gentleman's  name.  Mr.  B.  rejoined:  I 
am  not  the  author.] 

Mr.  DORSEY  resumed.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  addition  T: 
this  imputation  cast  on  the  cabinet  in  its  origin,  v&ch 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor  has  attempted  to  ■oatain.tfl 
its  measures  have  been  treated  with  the  jealous  colorio; 
of  disappointed  ambition.  A  sombre  picture  of  Eunpeu 
distress  has  been  drawn  by  the  two  gentlemen  from  W 
ginia  [Mr.  Rardoiph  and  Mr.  Flotd.]  The  squalEd  b- 
zaroni  of  London,  Italy,  and  tbe  starving  population  if 
Ireland,  have  been  exhibit^  here  to  excite  our  sympatb; 
— Ih«r  wretchedness  is  traced  to  the  madne«s,  the  weak- 
ness, and  folly,  of  their  ministry-.  Indeed,  the  gentkosa 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  FLorn]  was  not  satisfied  with  ttn  rf- 
fecting  picture  of  general  distress,  but  he  tortured  cm 
sensibility  by  telling  us  that  in  London  one  haman  bcflf 
died  every  day  from  Uieer  and  abso)  ute  want ;  and  tboe 
deaths  were  traced  by  him  to  tbe  prodinlity  of  the  Go- 
vernment :  and,  in  the  same  train  of  thouelit,  and  tk 
same  fervid  glow  of  language,  he  toM  us  of  t  ne  OictKsi  tf 
the  agriculturist.  He  did  not  trace  this  to  (he  meanm 
of  the  Government,  but,  in  tracing  the  causea  of  Etirops- 
an  distress,  he  did  point  to  the  ministry  »s  the  cauK  d 
the  evil  i  and  possibly  he  may  have  anticipated  that  tixK 
suggestions  of  his  might  influence  men  writbing  ndtr 
the  agony  of  pecuniary  distress,  to  become  diSBgfitfd 
with  the  present  ministry,  under  the  delusive  hope  ttit 
in  the  change  of  public  servants  they  might  find  rcfieC 
He  knows  that  the  mind  of  disappointment  trmcesenl- 
ing  evils,  no  matter  how  remote  or  unconnected,  to  tbe 
great  object  of  its  displeasure.  He  knows  that,  ia  la 
own  State,  the  destnictive  presence  of  the  Hcoiaa  tf 
has  been  enumerated  as  one  of  the  great  evils  which  \m 
resulted  to  this  Peo])Ie  from  the  elevation  of  the  pron* 
Chief  Magistrate,  lie  liaa  addressed  himself  to  the  eaa- 
ly  excited  passions  of  our  nature  ;  for,  on  this  floor,  wide 
argument  and  reason  can  be  called  to  our  aid,  will  m 
gentleman  be  found  bold  enough  to  contend  that  the  i^- 
riciiltural  depression  can  be  relieved  by  any  act  or  prfw 
of  the  National  Government  ?  The  evil  is  in  the  rriivad- 
ant  productions  of  the  earth,  and  the  state  of  univend 
peace.  Tliey  are  not  aatisRed,  sV,  with  the  mttemptte 
alarm  our  intensts,  but  tbcy  Feck  also  to  avakeDoa 
fears  for  the  perpetuity  of  this  republ'c.  The  genlleam 
from  Tennessee,  with  a  confident  belief  in  the  tnithef 
his  prediction,  wants  us,  sir,  that  this  republic  i*  n- 
pitlly  descending  to  the  "ocean  of  corrupiion,"  andtbit, 
unless  our  steps  shall  be  retraced,  our  duration  ass n- 
tion  cannot  number  twenty  years  more.  Is  it  postiblt 
that  this  republic — the  world's  hope — shall  fall  by  its  p«- 
sent  corruption  witliin  such  a  period  ?  Such  a  predictiM, 
tofi,  must  have  its  origin  in  a  mind  highly  excited,  lad 
displeased  with  those  who  have  excluded  friends  fna 
office.  I  am  justified  in  drawing  this  conclusion,  troa 
the  examination  of  the  imputed  abuses  of  this  Gotct> 
ment. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  contingent  expenses  ofthii 
House  shew  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  tbe  public  moaey. 
They  have  been  contrasted  witli  those  hi  the  latter  j-ean 
of  Mr.  Adams' administrai Ion.  nifTtrcnt, indeed,  is  now  the 
condition  of  this  country  from  what  it  was  then.  Indepen- 
dent of  tlie  general  causes  of  legislation  necessarily  attead- 
unton  the  expansionof  our  commerce  and  territory,  there 
are  particular  causes  which  at  tlie  present  period  acconto- 
late  the  expenses  of  tliis  House.  The  war  Iim  left  a  number 
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of  clums  unliquidutcd,  and  which  can  only  be  settled  hy 
tb*  interpoiition  of  ConfrresB.    The  Western  lands  are  a 
fruitful  source  of  legislation.    The  ^ntleman  from  Ken- 
tucky  [Hr.  Chiltok]  says  that  the  tables  are  weij^ed 
dovn  with  printed  documents,  not  unftequently  interest- 
ing  only  to  one  indiridual.    I  did  not  suppbse  Uiat  a  gen- 
tleman, just  emerging  fh>m  the  "oven"  of  public  opinion, 
would  have  ventured  such  sentiments.    Shall  not  a  citi- 
xeo  hare  his  cliim  adjusted  by  this  Rouse  ?  and,  if  he 
shall,  must  we  not  be  instructed    and,  if  we  must  be  in< 
structed,  in  what  manner  can  we  be  so  well  informed  as 
by  the  printing  of  his  netition  ?   This  doctrine  is  not  in 
unison  with  the  vaunted  professions  of  devotion  to  the 
People,  which  these  gentlemen  are  eternally  echoing. 
Our  per  diem  compensation  requires  reduction,  and,  air, 
he  elab6T«tely  so  argued  t  yet,  wonderful  to  relate,  in  his 
propositions,  as  originally  offered,  this  retrenchment  is 
not  distinctly  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  chaiged  with  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
of  retrenchment.    Tet  he  came  instructed  to  press  the 
pnVxj  of  reducing  the  compensation--4ndeed,  it  would 
seem  that  other  retrenchments  engroBsed  more  of  the 
g«n*Jemaa*s  attention  than  that  of  our  compensation.  I, 
air,  am  dei^ledly  opposed  to  it ;  the  People  are  most  ge- 
nerally satisfied  that  we  shall  have  it  j  neither  will  1  pay 
such  a  respect  to  any  one  quarter  of  this  Union,  excited 
by  political  controversy,  where  rival  parties  seek  popu- 
larity by  profesuons  of  economy  and  retrenchment,  as  to 
aacnfice  to  it  the  great  public  sentiments  of  the  People. 
The  gentlenun  from  Pennaylvanta  advocates  it — he  lives 
in  the  enjoyment  of  **  single  blcsscdnesB** — it  may  suit 
liim  to  serve  upon  a  reduced  compensation  ;  although 
the  sum  we  receive  is  not  an  equivalent  for  otu-  loss,  aris* 
ing  from  the  abstraction  of  our  attention  from  private  pur- 
suit^ yet  it  breakst  in  wtme  degree,  the  force  of  these 

It  is  objected  that  the  number  of  clerics  are  too  numer-r 
ous.  It  may  be  so — yet  do  the  gentlemen  recollect  that, 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  Departments  is  suspended  in  the  gratification  of  calls 
made  on  them  for  information  sought  for  to  guide  legis- 
lation, or  to  act  upon  the  public  sentiment  }  Ye^  not  un- 
frequently  are  the  Heads  of  the  different  Departments 
compelled  to  put  into  requisition  every  clerk  to  answer 
these  calte  within  the  time  required. 

The  structure  of  our  institutions  is  attacked,  and  the 
Military  Academy  is  sought  to  be  rendered  an  object  of 
public  jealousy,  and  the  seeds  of  disunion,  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  between  the  plebeians  and  the  patri- 
cians, is  scattered,  with  more  tluin  Tribunitian  industry. 
The  West  Point  Academy,  founded  by  Jefferson,  is  now 
described  by  his  friends  as  an  institution  in  its  very  prin- 
ciples aristocratic.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says 
that  none  but  the  children  of  the  wealthy  are  educated 
there.  It  is  not  so  t  in  its  principles,  it  contains  no  ex- 
clusion graduated  on  rank.  That  there  may  be  children 
of  the  wealthy  educated  there  is  true  :  and  shall  it  not  be 
•o  }  Who  contributes  to  it  t  Do  not  the  wealthy  >  And 
shall  they  be  excluded  who  do  not  contribute  to  it  ?  But 
the  children  of  the  wealthy  are  not  sent  there  from  con- 
siderations of  economy,  but  to  prepare  their  children,  by 
a  previous  course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  armies  of 
their  countiy  :  and  it  must  be  so,  or  the  children  of  the 
weaithj^  will  be  excluded  from  the  Army  Register.  This 
themy  is  umfirmed  by  one  nngle  illustration.  An  hono- 
imble  member  of  this  House,  #ho  has  expended  thou- 
sands in  giving  to  the  poor  the  blessings  of  intellectual 
hu  now  at  that  school  a  youth,  who  prefers  to 
serve  his  country  in  her  army.  I'he  gentleman  has  enu- 
merated many  instances,  from  his  own  Stxte,  in  which 
the  Bepresentatives  in  Congress  have  had  children  edu- 
cated ttiere.  If  this  be  an  abuse  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  the  menben^  they  are  responsible  to  their  con 


stttuents.  The  Wsr  Department  must  act  Upon  rec^m* 
mendations.  The  constitutional  implication  that  th«i ' 
members  of  Congress  are  deserving  of  confidence,  must 
influence  thst  DepartAient,  and  the  sin  of  the  abuse  of 
the  discretionary  choice  must  rest  on  their  head.  I  can 
only  say,  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  selec- 
tions in  the  part  of  the  State  fcma  whence  I  come,  has^ 
in  every  instance,  fidlen  upon  those  without  parents  snd 
without  property— except  the  son  of  a  gallant  General, 
whose  blood  moistened  the  field  of  EuUw,  and  whose 
anxious  wish  is,  that  one  of  his  descendants  might,  if  a 
war  should  ever  again  return,  display  the  same  patriotism 
and  the  same  daring  as  his  father.  A  principle  of  distri- 
butive justice  regulates  the  selection  now,  and  I,  with 
others,  can  say  that  the  claims  of  tite  friendless  and  the 
poor  are  listened  to  with  a  qrmpathlsing  heart,  and  a  dis- 
position to  foster  and  protect  those  whose  genius,  it  is 
presumed,  fit  them  for  military  command.  The  general 
utility  of  this  institution,  till  the  power  of  a  selection 
was  exercised  by  a  political  rival,  was  admitted  by^  alL 
If  its  abnsea  have  weakened  the  public  confidence  in  it, 
thb  Administration  has  not  to  answer  fbr  it  i  it  commenc- 
ed in  other  days,  when  the  late  Secretsry  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  But-  why  deal  in  this  ge- 
neral accusation  ?  Bring  forth  a  direct  proposition  to 
pull  it  down. 

The  general  policy  of  the  Government,  commencing 
at  its  earliest  period,  as  connected  with  its  fbreign  inter- 
course, ia  now  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Vir- 
pnia.  [Mr.  pLom.]  He  contends  that  we  ought  to  re- 
trace our  steps,  and  recall  all  our  resident  Ministers ; 
that,  whenever  measures  of  conflict  shall  arise,  (between 
us  and  Foreign  Governments,  that,  then,  and  only  then, 
oufrirf  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  send  a 
Minister  abroad,  and  as  soon  as  the  cause  of  the  misnon 
shall  cease,  that  the  Minister  shall  be  withdrawn.  Per* 
mit  me  to  say,  that  this  is  another  lamentable  insUnce 
of  the  spirit  of  reprehension.  That  gentleman  occupies 
too  distinguished  a  station  in  this  House,  and  too  much 
space  in  the  eye  of  this  nation,  to  hazard  his  reputation 
in  sustaining  any  specific  proposition  embracing  such  a 
doctrine.  He  had  an  opportumty,  a  few  days  ance, 
when  the  appropriation  bill  was  umler  discusrion,  to  ori- 
ginate a  question  testing  the  soundness  and  wisdom  of 
such  a  Chinese  system.  Yet.  then,  the  gentleman  was 
silent  as  the  grave,  and  acqniesced  in  the  appropriation 
authorizing  the  continuance  of  our  diplomatic  intercourse. 
The  very  measures  then  thus  sanctioned  by  him  are  now 
enumerated  among  the  prodigal  and  wasteful  expendi- 
tures of  our  national  resources,  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of 
Executive  patronage  ;  and  thus  to  create  distrust  ~in  the 
minds  of  the  People  against  the  Government  !  This  be- 
ing once  created,  the  transition  is  rapid  to  a  terling  of  hoi- 
tiky  against  those  who  administer  it.  Is  it  right,  is  it  just, 
to  sanction  and  adopt  measures,  and  then  to  object  these 
very  measures  as  grounds  of  reprehension  agamst  politi- 
cal rivals  ?  The  wildest  reformer  could  not  seriously  en- 
tertain such  a  scheme  of  non-intercourse  with  fureifp  na- 
tions. To  cukivate  kind  and  friendly  relations  with  fo- 
reign nations  is  essential,  indispensable,  wherever  our 
commerce  expands.  They  produce  feelings  of  mutual 
good  will,  and  open  new  and  interesting  sources  for  the 
mutual  exchange  of  productive  labor.  Herce  it  is,  that 
all  nations,  and  at  all  times,  have  deemed  it  expedient 
to  have  resident  Ministers  abroad.  These  general  topics 
of  invective  and  reprehension,  applying  alike  to  all  for- 
mer administrations,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  exhibit- 
ed to  the  gaze  of  the  American  People,  to  assist  in  that 
revolution  which  is  designed  to  elevate  General  Jackson 
to  the  Presidency,  are  followed  up  by  particular  specifi- 
cations of  improvidence  and  prodigality.  The  Panama 
mission,  discussed,  and  re-discussed,  is  again  brought  in 
I  review.  Upon  tUs  subject  every  thing  lias  been  hw  thst 
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cut  be  said,  «nd  can  be  found  in  preTious  debates,  direct- 
ly on  its  adoption,  and  collaterally  in  vindication  of  the 
measures  of  the  administration.   1  ihall  say  no  more  of  it. 

It  ig  objected  to  the  Administration,  that  the  Govern- 
iBcnt  entrusted  a  great  and  important  negotiation  with 
the  cabinet  at  London,  to  Mr.  Rufus  King,  once  a  pro- 
found  and  sagacious  statesman,  an  able  and  practised 
diplomatist,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  aubject- 
matter  of  the  negotiation,  from  his  long  participation 
with  the  treaty-making  power — when  the  vigor  of  nis  in- 
tellect was  weakened,  his  memory  impaired,  and  bis  pro* 
found  penetration  lessened,  from  advanced  age^   Is  the 
fact  so  *  Who  tella  you  so  *  Did  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  avow  such  an  opinion  >   He  had  lived  for  years  in 
daily  intercourse  with  them,  having  constant  opportuni- 
ties of  testing  the  retention  of  the  powers  of  his  intellect, 
liis  memory,  and  penetration  j  and  they  have  afforded  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  contradicting  this  imputed  un- 
fitness for  the  niisnon— for,  these  very  individuals  appro- 
bated his  selection,  without  which  he  could  not  have  been 
sent  abroad.    But,  even  concede  that  to  be  true,  which 
is  denied,  and  which  is  proved  to  be  untrue,  so  far  as 
the  opinion  of  his  brother  Senators  is  entitled  to  consi- 
deration, can  blame  attach  to  the  President  for  being 
uninformed  as  to  the  extent  of  his  intellectual  decay— if 
they,  having  greater  opportunities  of  forming  a  correct 
estimate  of  bis  fitness  for  the  duties  entrusted  to  him, 
diould  have  erred  in  appreciating  his  fitness  for  the  sU- 
lion  ?  Here  again  examination  removes  all  grounds  of  ac- 
cusation. But  it  is  said,  that  his  mission  was  unproductive. 
Why,  concede  that  it  be  so.    Iftlie  appointment  was  in 
ks  origin  wise,  and  the  Minister,  from  any  cause  within 
his  control,  failed  to  consummate  his  mission,  upon  what 
principle  of  humanity,  upon  what  principle  of  justice, 
u  the  Prendent  reprehensible  for  the  inattention  of  his 
Minister?  He  must  delegate  power  somewhere — he  can- 
not be  present — it  can  only  be  required  of  him,  that  his 
selection  should  be  judicious,  and  that,  if  the  duties  as- 
signed arc  not  wisely  discharged,  that  his  Minister  should 
be  reprehended.    Hut,  leaving  these  abstract  theories  of 
duty  and  responsibility,  let  us  see  what  are  the  6cts  con- 
nected with  this  mission  >    Mr.  King,  in  his  passage, 
sickened  (  his  health  became  impaired.    When  returning 
health  enabled  him  lo  assume  his  duties,  the  British  Min> 
istry  were  scattered  tiirouglumt  the  kingdom.    The  Cab- 
inet of  St  James  afterwanls  selected  two  gentlemen  to 
enter  into  the  negotiations  with  Mr.  King,  and  communi- 
cated a  wish  that  the  American  Government  would  also 
unite  another  Minister  witli  ihetr  Minister  resident.  This 
proposition  was  sent  to  our  Cabinet,  and  while  the  Presi- 
dent was  deliberating  on  the  expediency  of  selecting  Mr. 
Gallatin,  admitted  by  all  parties  to  be  the  first  American 
Biplomatist,  tp  be  Minister  extraordinary,  and  to  unite 
with  Mr.  King  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  fortunate  con. 
duwon,  information  was  received  hereof  the  increasing  ill 
health  of  Mr.  King,  and  accompanied  with  a  request  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  return  home.  It  was  granted. 
He  returned,  and  died  in  the  bosom  of  that  country, 
to  whose  benefit  lie  had  devoted  his  life. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  mission,  arrested  by  a  destiny 
uncontrollable  by  the  cabinet  ;  and  such  were  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  selection  and  temporary  residence  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  who  would  not  consent  to  a  permanent  residence 
at  the  Court  of  St  James,  but  u  ho  was  willing  to  give  to 
his  adopted  country  the  benefit  of  that  political  sagacity 
for  which  he  has  been  so  pre-eminently  distinguished,  for 
a  limited  period.  These  particulur  and  limited  missions, 
are  in  accordance  with  the  cuntinuud  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ( they  are  adopted  up'ni  questions  of  great  mag- 
nitude, and  of  long  protracted  diplomatic  discussion. 
Washington  sent  Mr.  Jay  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  while  Mr.  Charles 
rinckney  was  resident  there.  Hr.  Adams  sent  Pinckney, ! 


Harsliall,  and  Gerry,  to  negotiate  with  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory ;  they  were  not  received.  He  agwiii  sent  Davie, 
Ellsworth,  and  Murray.  Upon  receiving  mfonmtion  tliat 
the  Directory  would  negotiate,  Mr.  Jefr«rson  sent  Mr. 
Monroe  to  France,  to  treat,  in  ooi^junction  with  Mr.  Lit- 
ingbton,  on  the  ac()ui«tion  of  Louisiana.  He  sent  Mr. 
Monroe  to  unite  with  Mr.  Pinckney  at  the  Court  of  UmI- 
rid  ;  he  sent  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  to  treat,  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  Court  of  London.  Mr.  Madison  and 
Hr.  Monroe's  practice  has  been  in  unison  witlt  tlus  policy. 
It  springs  from  the  expediency  of  calling  into  Ibe  publn; 
service  distinguished  individual^  who  can  only  consent  to 
give  a  portion  ot  their  time  t«  tlie  cause  of  tlieir  couatiy, 
or  to  unite  their  wisiom  in  pursuit  of  great  and  interest- 
ing benefits  for  their  country. 

It  is  objected  that' the  appropriation  for  Mr.  John  A. 
King  was  inconsistent  with  the  law  and  tlie  practice  of  the 
Government.  This  subject  has  been  before  us  i  the  ablest 
refutation  is  found  in  the  official  reports  which  I  shall  read. 

"  The  compensation  received  by  the  several  persons  so 
sppointed,  (with  tlie  execeplion  of  Mr.  John  A.  SmiUi 
and  Mr.  Watts,  whose  accounts  are  not  yet  closed,  but 
will  be  finally  liquidated  on  the  same  principles, )  may 
be  seen  in  tlie  above  abstract  from  the  Treasury.  From 
that  abstract  it  appears,  1st,  that  the  allowance  of  salaiy 
ill  the  character  of  Chaig£,  in  the  cases  there  slated,  has 
been  uniform  {  secondly,  that  the  allowance  of  an  outfit 
has  been  most  usually,  but  not  always,  made;  thirdly,  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  temporary  appointment  lias  been 
continued  after  the  intervention  of  tlie  session  of  a  Senate, 
as  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Purviance,  Mr.  Kussell,  Mr.  Law- 
rence, Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Mr. 
Sheldon  t  and,  in  two  cases,  (those  of  Mr.  Erring  and 
Hr.  Harris, )  after  the  intervention  of  several  sessions  of  the 
Senate  taiid  fourthly,  that,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  John  h.. 
King,  the  allowance  made  to  him  wasa  medium  between 
the  highest  and  lowest  allowances  that  had  been  previous- 
ly mude.  The  highest  was  made  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Itusscll,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  to  cacli  of  whom,  beudes  the 
outfit  and  salary  of  Charg^,  a  quarttt's  return  salary  was 
allowed.  Mr.  King  was  not  allowed  salary  as  a  Charg£, 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Galktln,  on  his  vi^t  to  Paris 
List  Fall ;  nor  was  he  allowed  a  quarter's' return  salary  as 
Charge.  ^  He  was  moreover  the  bearer  of  a  Convention, 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  conclusion  of  which  reached 
the  Department  by  his  delivei-y  of  the  instrument  itself^ 
Such  a  service  is  always  regarded,  in  the  transactions  of 
Govenimtnts,  as  one  of  peculiar  interest.  He  might 
have  been,  but  wad  not,  allowed  the  usual  compensatioa 
made  to  bearei-a  of  despatches.  An  extract  from  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Chairman 
of  fhe  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  marked  B,  aceom* 
panics  this  report." 

But,  independent  of  this  settled  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, there  is  a  legislative  recognition  of  the  practice 
upon  which  the  expenditure  to  John  A.  King  waa  made. 
It  appears,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  18^4^ 
doubting  on  the  expediency  of  allowing  outfits  to  Charg^ 
des  Affaires,  under  similar  circumstances  with  those  of 
John  A.  King,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  inquiring  for  informatiun  as  to  the  nractice  of 
the  Government.  To  this  letter  Mr.  Adams  replied  as 
follows  t 

DspaaTKEHT  ov  Statx, 

WaMkington^  10/A  March^  1834. 
**  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  outfits  have 
usually  been  allowed  to  Secretaries  of  Legation,  who 
have  been  lef\  as  Charg^j  des  Affaires,  on  tne  return  of 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  upon  the 
termination  of  their  missions. 

They  have  not  been  allowed  in  cases  of  temporaiy  ab- 
sencea  of  Hiniaters  whether  upon  public  concerns,  or 
for  their  pcnonal  accommodation. 
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Instances  of  the  allowance,  m  the  cases  refetred  to  by 
your  letter,  are  of  Hr.  Henry  Jackson,  on  the  return  of 
Mr.  Crawford  from  Paris,  in  April,  2815,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Smith,  on  my  return  from  l.(Midon,  in  June,  IB17  {  also, 
of  Mr.  C.  Hughes,  on  the  return  of  Hr.  Huaseil  from  Swe< 
^n,  in  1819,  and  of  Hr.  A.  H.  Everett,  on  the  return  of 
Mr.  Eustis  from  the  Netherlaitds,  in  1819." 

With  this  inforniation,  that-Congrees  voted  the  appro- 
priation, and  thus  sancUoned  the  Executive  construction 
and  practice.  Could  it  be  expected  that  Hr.  Adams, 
when  called  to  the  Preudency,  should  disregard  the 
practice  of  bU  predecenon^  and  iti  legiahtive  Huiction, 
by  denying  to  ivba  A.  King,  the  admitted  compensation 
received  by  bis  predecessors  ?  Firm  and  independent 
as  he  always  appears  in  the  dtscbai^  of  his  official  duties, 
be  bad  not  firmnesa  enough  to  disregard  tha  dehberate 
and  consistent  opiidongof  the  two  branches  of  the  Nation- 
al Govariunetit. 

We  advance  now  to  another  aeetuation  of  favoritism, 
that  U  in  rehlion  to  John  H.  PleaMnts~-tiut  he  was  in- 
«tructe<f'to  repair  to  Rio  Janeiro  and  Buenos  Ayre^  witli 
de^»tcbes  to  our  Minister  { thathe  received  pay  for  such 
•ervice,  and  that  he  did  not  go  to  his  place  of  destination. 
1  understand  the  facts  connected  with  this  bearer  of  des- 
patches to  be  tbese  :  That  be  tookshippingat  aNortbem 
portftliat  he,  too,  sickened,  and,  meeting  a  vessel  at  sea, 
bound  to  Liverpool,  took  his  passage  in  her,  as  the  roost 
likely,  and  the  only  means  of  preserving  his  life.  He  gave 
hiadespatcbes  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  delivered 
them  to  the  authoriliea  to  whom  they  were  directed,  and 
he  transferred  himself  on  beard  tlie  English  vessel,  and 
received  an  equivalent  only  for  bis  direct  voyage.  Would 
it  not  be  well  (or  honorable  men  to  inquire  and  asceruin 
the  Uulh  of  accusations  before  they  indulge  in  a  spirit  of 
crimtnation  '  But,  Gmiora  manent,  YeS|  sir,  the  hon- 
«able  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Fuiie]  who  has  (bra 
long  time  occupied  a  seat  here,  -  whose  ststements  and 
opinions  are  listened  to  at  home  and  abroad  widi  avidity, 
in  the  caulogue  of  the  sins  of  the  Government,  lias  de- 
liberately stated  that  the  official  dress  of  our  Foreign 
Wnisters  has  been  paid  for  from  the  public  coffers,  and 
thu  a  copper  pble  is  preaerred  In  the  Depittment  of 
State  and  fiimiihed  them,  to  shew  the  cut  of  their 
clothes  ]  ! !— «notber  demonstratiottof  the  credulity  with 
which  every  idle  rumor  is  received.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  there  is  not  tlie  slightest  foundation  for  such  statement. 

[Hr.  FLOYD  here  rose,  and  sUted  that  lie  had  been 
informed  that  such  was  the  fiict — that  be  had  no  inter- 
coime  with  the  Departawnt.1 

Mr.  DORSEY  remarked  :  The  gentleman  baa  the  same 
intercourse  that  I  have.  As  a  Representative  of  the  Peo- 
ple, I  have  a  right  to  ask  information  from  every  Depart- 
nent,  and  as  I  was  astounded  at  such  a  statement,  irom 
auch  a  source,  I  directed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  ascertain 
if  auch  was  the  practice,  and  received  for  answer  tliat 
there  «m  no  such  practice,  no  such  eitpenditure.  It  is 
true  that  during  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim 
in  this  House,  it  was  stated  that,  in  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  his  mission  (for  which  be  received  no  outfit,  and 
wlien  he  was  not  tlie  Minister  resident  in  France,  that  he 
was  instructed  by  the  Government  to  conciliate  the  good 
feelings  of  the  Emperor,  in  reference  to  some  great  in- 
terest which  was  then  depending  between  us  and  tlie 
Spanish  Court]  he  charged  the  expenses  of  a  Court  dress 
in  which  Mrs.  Monroe  appeared  at  the  Coronation.  This 
charge  was  examined,  criticised,  and  nnetkmed,  by  Uie 
then  Senate  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Administra. 
tion  of  Mr.  Madison.  This  transaction  ia  of  other  days— 
reguttaeat  in  pace.  But  a  copperplate,  yes,  Mr,  a  copper- 
plate is  *•  furnished  to  the  Minister,  tu  teach  his  tailor  to 
cilt  his  clothes,  to  make  him  look  like  a  coachman — as 
his  friend  from  Virginia  said,  like  a  livery  servant."  Ri- 
dicule may  aoail  evety  thing  {  nothing  is  sacred  Crura  iu 
Vol-  tV.— 80 


riiaft.  This  civil  uniform,  adopted  by  the  republican  Mr. 
Madison,  to  save  the  Ministers  from  heavy  expenses,  in- 
cidental to  a  frequent  change  of  dresses,  adapted  to  the 
costume  of  the  Courts  in  which  the  Minister  appears, 
ia  denoonced  as  aping  Royal^,  degnuling  the  appearance 
of  the  Minister,  and^tnconsistent  with  the  simplicity  oi 
our  republican  character.  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Uanixl]  has  said,  that  a  bearer  of  despatches  sluled 
in  the  very  vessel  which  carried  the  Ministers,  in  charge 
of  despatches  to  those  very  Ministers ! ! ! — a  charge,  if 
true,  that  ought  to  sink  and  degrade  the  Secretaty  of 
State  t  but,  if  not  true,  the  world  will  pronounce  the  ao- 
cusation  bokl  and  reckless  dt  the  feelings  and  reputation 
of  that  distinguished  individual.  1  here,  upon  this  floor, 
upon  authority  obtained  in  my  representative  capacity, 
assert  that  no  such  occurrence  has  taken  place.  The 
long  catalogue  of  Governmental  and  Ministerial  errors  is 
reviewed,  save  those  of  the  private  accounts  of  Mr.  Ad* 
ams,  while  abroad,  and  whien  were  settled  and  smetion- 
ed  by  the  proper  officers  the  Government,  before  his 
elevation  to  the  Chief  Bfagistracy,  and  which  are  now 
drajn^  from  the  archives  of  the  Treasury,  to  add  to  the 
pohtical  excitements  of  the  day.  These  will  be  review- 
ed by  others.  Protid  indeed  ought  the  friends  of  this 
Government  and  of  this  AdminiatratiOn  to  be,  when 
here,  with  all  the  appetite  for  censure,  and  all  the  ma< 
terials  to  cuU  from,  so  little  can  be  specified,  and  that 
little  so  easily  refuted.  Indeed,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  they  ask  why  we  demand  specifications  ^  It  ia 
because  speciHeations  can  be  answered.  Generalities  in- 
fuse distrust,  and  are  not  susceptible  of  ref<ltatton.  In- 
nooence  can  be  proved  when  cbaiges  assume  a  specific 
character.  Innocence  may  fid)  a  victim  to  doubts,  to 
jealousies  that  ar^  impalpable  :  One  is  the  shield  of  con- 
scious propriety,  the  other  ia  the  weapon  of  destruction, 
wielded  by  political  rivals.  * 

1  now  turn  to  the  gentleman  from  PennaylvaniA.  He 
says  that  he  will  not  try  here.eitbet  tlie  question  of  the 
purity  of  the  election,  or  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  of 
the  present  Administration  ;  that  the  People  are  now  try 
ing  them  t  that  the  great  issue  is  made  up,  and  that  the 
ipuit  of  inquiiy  pervades  this  land.   It  is  all  true  f  the  is- 
Bues  are  made  up— one  is,  Did  the  present  Chief  Magte> 
trate  ascend  into  power  by  *'  bai^n,  intrigue,  and  man. 
agement       Is  the  Administration  wise  or  improvident  i 
The  other  is — Is  General  Jackson's  temper  suited  to  the 
mild  genius  of  our  Government  i    Do  his  acquirements 
fit  him  fur  civil  rule  t   Has  he  respected  the  Constitution 
of  his  country  *   And  will  not  hia  elevation  to  the  Preri* 
dency,  effected  only  by  the  glare  of  military  renown,  be 
a  precedent  fraught  with  duiger  to  the  fijture  liberties  of 
this  country  ?   But,  sir,  interesting  as  theae  issues  are, 
there  are  collateral  issues  of  a  character  not  less  agonix- 
ing  {  one  of  them  is — Has  not  a  most  foul  plot  been  form- 
ed, to  sacrifice  the  political  reputation  of  distinguished 
individuals,  whose  names  are  entwined  with  every  thing 
that  ia  brilliant  and  profitable  in  the  modem  civil  history 
of  this  People  ;  to  Ute  end  that  disappointed  poGtical  n> 
vals  may  triumph  i   One  other  is — who  are  the  autbm 
nf  this  plot,  and  does  not  the  Hero  of  Orieans  counten- 
ance it,  by  circulating  cruel  imputations  on  the  political 
integrity  of  his  triiKnphant  rival  t   One  other  issue  is — If 
there  was  management  and  intrigue  resorted  to  to  eiSect 
the  election,  were  they  not  used  by  tite  now  enendes  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  enlist  him  under  the  banner  of 
the  iword  '   Here  I  will  not  lay  one  word  in  support  uf 
these  colUteral  issues,    llie  excited  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple are  subsiding  (  the  nation,  restored  by  recent  devel- 
opements  to  its  sobriety  of  thinking,  will  seek  for  infor- 
mation.    1  am  willing  to  yield,  for  Uie  government  of  the 
People,  now  charged  with  these  issues,  all  the  light  and 
instruction  that  is  within  the  control  of  this  Houae  i  yea, 
even  willing  to  take  off  iigunctions  of  Kcrecy,  and  to  on- 
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lold  the  secrets  of  the  prison  house,  if  there  be  iny,  shew- 
ing- either  ttic  opiniims  of  eminent  men,  as  to  constftution- 
k1  law,  or  the  means  by  which  Indian  treaties  may  be  made. 
I  atn  no  advocate  for  economy  in  difTusing  intelligence. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  ii^  that  altlton^ 
the  allowance  to  King,  as  Chnrg'£  des  AfTaires,  may  be  in 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  Government,  he  would 
enquire  wliether  considerations  of  ulterior  political  objects 
might  not  have  conduced  to  it.  He  would  try  the  quo 
QHimo  with  which  it  was  done.  I  ask  the  gCHtleman  in 
what  moral  or  legal  school  his  doctrine  is  to  be  found  ? 
An  admitted  legal  act  i  an  act  done  in  conformity  with  a 
man's  imperious  duty  ;  springing  from  (he  impvrati^'e  ob- 
ligations of  the  laws  of  society,  to  be  questioned  and  tried 
in  the  forum  of  •* intent"— -"  motive**  the  "quo  ammo." 
Tlie  motive  of  a  legal  act  can  never  be  questioned.  The 
highest  obligation  of  a  citizen  to  sociely  is  obedience  to 
the  law.  It  is  only  when  lie  acts  in  violation  of  the  law, 
by  doing  that  which  the  law  prohibits,  or  omitting  to  do 
that  which  the  law  command!),  and  you  ore  called  to  de- 
cide on  his  innocence  or  guilt,  yon  enter  into  a  conside- 
ration of  the  motires  wbiui  led  lo  the  omission^  or  com- 
misuon,  in  order  to  ascertain  his  innocence  or  guilt.  The 
**  quQ  anima"  with  which  he  acts,  then  becoinea  great  and 
controlling  j  but  never  till  now  did  a  legislator  or  judge 
attempt  tu  inquire  into  the  motives  of  a  legal  act.  The 
settled  principles  which  regulate  public  Judgment,  new 
theories,  wilu  and  cruel,  ure  started,  to  try  tlie  present 
Adminiattation  by.  I'he  gentleman  may  soon  see  that, 
when  you  investigate  the  "quo  animc^*  with  which  an 
act  is  donCi  what  a  door  to  malice,  to  uncharitabteness, 
may  be  opened ;  even  llie  gentleman  himself  may  be- 
come a  victim  to  his  own  doctrine — even  he  may  be  sus- 
pected of  a  want  of  fairness — of  candor — of  an  attempt  to 
impose  on  the  public  judgment.  Yet  all  of  ub  know, 
that,  in  the  ardor  of  debate,  the  most  self-possessed  and 
practised  debater  may  be  guilty  of  omitting  interesting 
parts  of  a  quotution,-wliich,  if  quoted,  would  present  the 
meaning  of  the  writer  in  a  very  different  aspect  from  that 
in  which  it  appears  when  torn  from  tite  omitted  passage- 
Let  us  illustrate  this  by  the  gentleman's  own  argumenU 
Tu  su^in  his  imputation  that  Mr.  Adams  had  called  this 
Govemmeut  a  penurious  Government,  the  gentleman 
read  that  part  of  the  celebrated  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Adams  to  Levitt  Harris,  in  which  he  says — 

"  Divided  among  ourselves,  more  in  passions  than  in- 
terest, with  half  the  nation  sold  by  their  prejudices  and 
their  ignorance  to  our  enemy,  with  a  feeble  and  penuri- 
ous Government,  with  five  frigates  of  a  Navy,  and  scarce- 
ly five  efficient  regimenU  for  an  Armj'i  bow  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  we  sliuuld  resist  the  maft  of  force  wbicli  that 
gigantic  rower  has  collected  to  cnisli  us  at  a  blow 

And  omits  this  clause — 

"The  ordinary  horrora  of  war  are  mildness  and  mercy 
in  comparison  with  what  British  vengeance  and  malice 
have  (lt:iiounced  upon  us.  We  muat  go  through  it  all — 1 
tnist  in  God  we  sliall  rise  in  triumph  over  it  all :  but  the 
first  shock  is  the  most  terrible  part  of  the  process,  and  it 
is  that  wltich  we  are  now  enduring. '* 

The  letter,  as  read  by  him,  contains  a  harsh  censure 
upon  his  country,  and  a  spirit  of  despondency.  I'he 
whole  contents  of  the  letter,  as  read  by  me,  deprecates 
the  want  of  unanimity  among  the  People,  the  hiefBcieiit 
armaments  prepared  for  resistance,  yet  a  confident  be- 
lief in  the  virtue  of  his  countrymen,  and  a  conviction  of 
ultimate  victory.  Hero,  this  omission  is  an  equivocal 
act  t  it  may  liave  been  the  result  of  accident  or  dcngn. 
Here,  the  intent  of  the  omission,  the  quo  animo  with 
which  it  was  dune,  is  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry,  and  I  fear 
that,  on  this,  coiiflicling  opinions  will  be  entertained 
here.  But  I  uiKlerstood  the  geutlcmaii  as  ."saying,  that  it 
would  have  been  liberal  in  Mr.  Ailams,  at  a  time  of  great 
emergency,  when  the  resources  of  the  country  were  al- 


most exhausted,  during  the  late  war,  to  have  fbrbome 
pressing  the  claim  for  his  outfit,  which  CongreaB  had  re- 
fused to  sanction.  Tills  forbearance  woukt  hare  been 
patriotic,  but  certainly  unexpected.  Mr.  Bladiion,  urn- 
solicited,  gave  it  to  him  i  upon  the  fiuth  e(  it,  his  ttnaigc- 
ments  hid  been  made  at  St.  Petersbui^.  He  was  m  a 
foreign  country,  at  a  period  of  war,  when  erery  thiof 
was  at  the  highest  price.  *  Yet,  if  he  be  liable  to  'cemure 
for  insisting  upon  the  retention  of  his  right,  and  refitrii^ 
to  yield  up  a  portion  of  the  perquisites  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  common  cause,  let  those  only  censure  kin 
who  are  innocent,  and  not  l^le  to  Uie  same  reprehea- 
sion.  If  I  misUke  not,tiie  gendeman  from  Peni^lrairia 
was  in  Cong^ress  during  that  very  year  in  which  Ifr. 
Adams  received  this  outfit,  and  wliieh  he  is  oetnored  for 
retaining.  I  have  ntvtr  heard  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  gave  up  a  portion  of  his  per  diem  to  the 
cause  of  his  country  !  It  is  said  of  Sallust,  that  be  «»- 
ployed  his  eloquence  to  paint  the  vices  of  tbeae  rciy 
crimes  which  lie  himself  practised.  Here  again  the  g»- 
tleman's  doctrine  of  qua  animo  will  be  reported  to ;  it 
will  be  inquired,  if  tne  intent  of  the  lionor^le  gende- 
man was  to  excite  popular  indignation  a^inst  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  for  omitting  to  give  up  a  portion  of  his  sabry 
to  his  country  ;  while  ne  himself  refused  to  pactice  iBeh 
munificence  f 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  patronage  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  wielded  tu  sitsUin  itself ;  that  pfia- 
teis  hate  been  remored,  and  the  editor  of  the  DcJao- 

cratic  Press,  a  "venal  wretch,"  lias  been  substitoled  fcr 
Mrs.  Bailey,  as  the  contiactor  for  the  public  stationery, 
for  the  olBce  of  Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 
Why,  concede  that  the  Government  does  use  h»  patro- 
nage in  favor  of  its  friends.  ■  Have  not  all'  parties  doae 
so  i  and  does  not  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylniua  hoU 
a  prominent  rank  among  the  politicians  of  bis  own  State, 
who  advocate  and  practise  the  doctrine  of  excluuou 
against  their  rival*  ?  Has  he  not  approbated  the  i»- 
provemcnt  of  the  **  condition  of  the  press."  introduced 
in  the  other  branch  of  ttie  Legislature,  by  the  exf;h»on 
of  its  former  printers,  because  they  do  not  join  in  stag- 
ing political  Hosannas  to  the  Military  Hero  »  U  I,  ad»* 
eating  these  doctrines  of  exclusion  of  political  rivals  from 
office,  dioukl  dcHounce  here  my  opponent,  for  purmmv 
the  same  course,  my  constituents  would  chai^  me  witk 
hypocrisy  and  dissiimdation.  Ttiey  would  inquire  isto 
the  intent,  the  "  quo  animo"  with  which  such  denuaca- 
tions  were  made  ;  and,  I  feel  confident,  that  they  woaM 
trace  it  to  an  attempt,  (abortive  it  would  prwre)  to  iM- 
pose  on  their  credulity,  and  lo  excite  indignation  agaiast 
riral^  for  adopting  my  own  policy.  But  the  «Utor  of 
the  Democratic  Press  is  a  venal  wretch?  Itiwy  be», 
for  aught  I  know.  1  know  him  not.  I  read  hts  paper, 
and  receive  from  it  instruction  and  amusement.  I  liave 
read,  during  the  Summer,  in  that  paper,  srane  rtrictures 
on  the  honorable  member  from  PcniisyUania — botdc  edi- 
torial,  and  some  on  the  responsible  si|rnalure  of  Joaa- 
than  Itoberts.  Tliat  editor  does  write  with  a  most  keen 
pen  J  and  his  ink  is  sometimes  tinctured  with  much  ca- 
yenne pepper,  and  not  a  little  gall.  I  will  not  say  to  the 
honorable  member,  Hine  jVfa  laerynue,  but  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, is  it  eitlier  dignified  or  manly,  to  pour  o«  the 
head  of  an  absent  rl^-al — ^yes,  sir,  a  literary  rival— soch 
tei-ms  of  reproach  ?  Sir,  the  gentleman  says,  he  is  the 
author  of  a  base  forgery.  I  presume  ht  alludes  to  the 
letter  professed  to  have  been  written  by  the  unftartimste 
Harris  to  General  Jackson,  imploring  mercy  s  and  how 
does  the  gentleman  know  it  to  m  k  f&^iy  r  It  appean 
that  there  was  one  written— received ;  but  its  contents 
have  never  been  given  to  us  by  the  distingriished  indiii- 
dual  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  The  published  letter 
surely  breathes  such  supplication,  and  errbodiea  smrh 
arguments,  as  such  a  deplorable  situation  would  oatunfly 
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suggest.  If  he  meant,  in  its  publication,  to  convey  the 
idem  that  auch  a  letter  might  be  written,  there  is  no  im- 
proprioty  in  it ;  if  he  gave  it  tlie  positive  cliaracter  of 
authenticity,  it  is  reprene.nrible.  But  whether  it  be  a 
tme  copy  of  a  letter  wtitten  or  nut.  it  does  exhibit  a 
BtKMig-  and  powerful  appeal  for  mercy  i  the  letter,  whe- 
ther authentic  or  not,  presents  all  the  considerations  that 
could  be  ur^d  to  stay  tlie  severe  doom  pronounced  on 
the  miserable  Harris.  These  statemanti  liave  had  an  in- 
Aitence  on  tifc  public  sentiment,  unftiTonJ>le  to  the  cause 
vWch  tlie  geitllenian  advocates.  Such  is  the  contradic' 
toiy  spirit  of  our  nature,  that  we  reprobate  in  others 
wliat  we  practice,  and  revile  our  enemies  for  their  zeal  in 
tbe  cause  to  which  tliey  belong',  while  we  toil  to  raise 
ourselres  to  the  hitph  eminesce  of  distinguished  partisans. 

Tbe  inquiry  made  at  the  request  of  the  other  gentle* 
nyui  Awn  Pennnrlmiia,  [Mr..  KauiEit]  has  been  this 
mofMirt  answered.    Tlie  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  tbe  Collector  of  (he  PoK 
of  PbiLra^hia,  has  been,  given  to  us.    ft  contains  in. 
•truetioM,  if  Ur.  Binns  will  furnish  tJie  stationery  ou  as 
fa'vo^^lc  terms  to  the  public  aa  otbet^  to  call  on  him  for 
n.    Sir,  tlic  Head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  what- 
ever may  lie  .his  notions  of  State  policy,  lias  ton  much 
nuMtkess  of  character,  too  much  benevolence  of  feeling, 
to  indulge  in  proscription.   He  is  the  rery  last  man  in 
thb  nation  who  ought  to  be  censured  by  the  friends  of 
Genend  Jackson.    He  has  suffered  them  to  remain  in  of- 
fice ;  and,  by  the  use  of  Ihcir  patronage  lo  embo<Iy  all 
those  who  iuild  office  under  them,  to  turn  him  and  his 
friends  from  office.    They  hold  power  by  his  suflerance, 
and  that  power  they  wield  tor  bis  pt^tical  destruction  ! 
Vook^  sir,  ftt  tbe  Custom  House  of  New  York— present- 
iog,  if  the  pablic  journals  speak  tlie  truth,  the  wannest 
and  tite  most  active  enemies  uf  the  Administration.  Yet, 
the  gentlemau  from  Pennsylvania,  knowing  this  forbear- 
ance, denounces  tlie  Department  for  intolerance.  i, Again, 
the  *  intent' — tbe  'quomimo' — with  which  this demincia- 
tioa  is  made,  returas.    I  fear  Uuit  the  People  may  trace 
It  to  a  ^irit  which  does  not  proohiim  the  whole  tnitit, 
when  tbe  truth  wouId.be  advanUgeoua  to  political  rivals. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  tliat  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Cabinet  vsunted  that  the  power  and  patronage 
•f  the  Government  would  be  usecf  to  corrupt  and  influ- 
ence the  public  o^iruon.    He  makes  this  member  of  the 
Cabinet  to  say,  "pve  us  but  patronage,  and  we  will  have 
pover  !'*   I  am  ignorant,  if  such  a  sentiment  was  ever 
avowed.    In  the  paucity  of  the  grounds  of  crimination 
against  the  Admintairatiun,  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  avi- 
dity with  which  every  newspaper  rumour  is  embodied, 
and,  in  debate,  given  form  and  feature.    I  would  pro- 
leat  against  giving  credit  to  every  newspaper  rumour. 
None  of  us  could  stand  such  on  onleal.    Even  the  gen* 
tleraan  from  Pennsylvania,  notwithstanding  his  public 
services,  might  be  weighed  down  by  irrespoiwble  ru- 
mors.  But  even  conceding  that  the  imputed  boast  be 
true,  men  do  not  proclaim  their  crimes  on  the  house-topt 
aspiring  Ministers,  seeking  their  own  elevation,  do  not 
avow  that,  to  ensure  their  success,  they  will  corrupt  and 
destroy  the  Republic  by  an  improper  use  of  the  patro- 
nage of  the  liovernment.     The  imputed  language  is 
equivocal    Here,  again,  we  must  resort  to  the  intent— 
the  quo  animo— of  the  Speaker.    Reason  says,  that,  if 
he  designed  injury,  he  would  not  vaunt  of  it.  Cliarity— 
says,  that  the  sentiment  intended  to  be  conveyed,  was, 
"  give  us  but  patronage,  and  we  will  so  use  it  as  to  con- 
vince our  People  that  it  is  used  for  the  public  goo<l,  and 
that,  by  thus  salisrying  them  of  the  purity  of  our  motives, 
we  shall  acquire  power."    Political  hatred  will  give  ano- 
ther quo  anima,  no  matter  how  repugnant  to  the  uniform 
concealment  which  conspirators  against  their  country 
seek,  and  aay  that  the  sentiment  was  an  open  avowal  of 
that  political  corruption  wtuch  was  {o  be  practised,  to 
ensure  a  continuance  in  power. 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsj  lvania  has  again  denounc- 
ed the  Head  uf  the  State  Department  for  tyranny  towards 
Ilia  Clerks.  He  tells  us  that  some  of  thein  discluseil  Jno. 
A.  King's  accounts  ;  that  they  were  sent  for,  interroga- 
ted, and  wurned  of  the  consequences  which  a  repetition 
of  similar  disclosures  would  brmg  on  (heir  heads  i  that  he 
had  heard  so,  and  that  he  believes  it  to  be  tme.  Be  it 
true.  This  specification  illustrates  that,  in  the  alembic 
of  party,  acts  meritorioua  and  praiseworthy  arc  cliunged 
into  aceinattuns  most  liHiI.  A  derk — a  subordinate  clerk 
— nptmhis  own  responsibility,  without  consuUiug^  the 
head  of  tliat  Department,  undertakes  to  jp;ivo  copies  of 
so  orTieial  paper,  and  this  to  the  eiicmifs  of  the  head  of 
that  Department,  for  itiisrepresenlation — as  now  prov- 
ed— and  this  violation  of  official  duty  in  justified,  and 
he  who  did  it  is  praised.  I  ask  ihc  gentleman,  what 
right  has  a  clerk  to  act  u  Ithout  the  direction  or  approba* 
tion  of  (he  chief  of  the  Department  >  If  he  has-«  right 
thus  to  act  in  one  case,  he  has  a  right  to  act  in  ull  oases  : 
his  discretion  must  be  his  rale  of  action.  -  It  would  he  de- 
grading to  the  intelligence  of  you,  sir,  or  of  tliis  House, 
to  attempt  to  expose  the  folly  of  this  imputation — weakest 
of  the  weak,  ami  the  most  desperate  of  the  desperate, 
eiuimeratiotts  which  have  been  conjured  up  ngam^t  the 
Cabinet  i  they  alike  serve  tu  shew  tlie  bitterness  of  the 
attack  and  tbe  impregnability  of  (he  Administration, 
where  reason'  can  be  called  to  our  aid.  But,  if  such  be 
the  fitcts,  an<l  this  clerk  ts  permitted  to  enjoy  his  office — 
and  that  he  is  I  have  no  doubt,  for,  if  otherwise,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  intimately  informed  ut  the 
slightest  movements  of  the  Cabinet,  as  much  so  s9  a  Pa- 
risian police  officer  could  be,  charge«l  with  tlie  "  espio- 
nage" of  his  Government,  vouhl  have  known  it  i  and,  if 
he  <lid,  we  are  sure  that  neither  his  charity  nor  patriotism 
would  have  roncealed  it — what  a  forbearing  precedent 
does  it  establish.  Will  the  gentleman  and  his  friends, 
when  the  doors  of  honor  and  confidence  shall  be  burst 
open  to  them,  follow  it  ^  Others  may  believe  that  they 
will  so  act !  I  do  not :  for  I  understand  they  already  avow, 
OS  one  great  attainment  sought  by  tlie  revolution  in  the 
public  sentiment,  is  that  of  clcaitsiiig  the  "  Augean 
stalde." 

The  gentleman  says,  "  that  the  motives  of  human  action 
are  easily  discernable — tliat  ours  may  be  traced  t  that  the 
enemies  of  retrenchment  always  interpose  the  reduction 
of  the  pet  diem  between  the  contemplated  reform  and 
the  officers,  and  lliut  thus,  out  of  liuntanity  to  ourselves, 
weepare  them."  Is  it  true  that  we  have  interposed  tlte 
per  diem  t  Tbe  mover  of  tbe  resolution,  the  gentleman 
from  Penns;|r|vania,  [Mr.  BocBAitAir]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  RA.HD0i.pa]  have  interposed  the  per 
diem,  and  advocated  the  reduction.  The  intent,  the 
"quo  animo,"  with  whicli  they  have  so  acted,  it  is  not-f{ir 
me  to  decide.  It  is  a  question  to  be  Eettlcd  between 
those  gentlemen  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ,- 
it  U  for  tliem  to  vindicate  Uieir  own  motives,  and  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  cliai^  of  insincerity,  imputed  to  tbe 
advocates  of  the  per  diem  reduction.  But  I  will  say,  tint 
the  motive — the  quo  aninu>  of  this  imputation  on  us,  isto 
exhibit  us  to  the  nation,  as  the  advocates  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  abuses,  if  any  exist  in  the  Government.  This  im. 
putation,  however,  is  negatived  by  our  course.  But  we 
are  told  this  is  not  the  accepted  time  fur  reform  ;  that  we 
must  wait  till  General  Jackson  comes  in.  What,  nut  tbe 
accepted  time  t — vhen  ve  are  tokl  that  the  poUtical  body 
is  charged  with  poison,  and  becoming  so  rapidly  corrupt 
that  it  cannot  survive  twenty  years;  (hat  the  prosperity 
of  uur  constituents  is  sinking  under  (he  errors  ul  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  all  the  suflerings  and  corruptions  of  the 
European  world  are  thickening  on  us.  And  yet,  sir,  tlie 
authors  of  these  painful  anticipations  (ell  us  that  this  is 
nut  the  accepted  time.  Let  them  beware  lest  Uie  People 
aluill  doubt  Uieir  sincerity  or  their  patriotism,  if  they  are 
actual  believers  in  these  forebodings  of  national  evils  and 
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nUmitiea.  Tlie  dictates  of  pttriotism  require  investipi' 
tion.  If  theyJorbeitr  to  inveitigite,  Iheir  sincerity  mgy 
be  dotibted.  We  must  vtiit  for  the  mnuneiation  ol  Gen. 
Jackson's  triuirph  before  we  re  invi^rate  the  Govem- 
wient,  by  removing  the  caiiiiet  of  its  threatened  decay. 
But  suppose  that  annunciation  shall  never  come,  what  la 
to  be  done  Are  tlic  abuses  slill  to  accumulate  }  Is  it 
so  certain  that  his  elevation  will  come,  that  political  doc- 
tors [as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  been  styled  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia}  shall  not  administer  resto- 
ratives to  the  tottering  political  patient,  unless  he  shall 
■ee  and  tuperintem)  the  prescription,  when,  more  especi- 
ally, the  imputed  distemper  requires  immediately  tome 
wholesome  curative  Indeed,  we  had  learned  that  the 
"  combinations  for  mutual  interest"  were  nearly  complet- 
ed I  but  we  did  suppose  that  they  were  to  be  ratified  by 
the  People. 

But,  ^r,  it  is  said  that  *'  you  cannot'  expect  the  pre- 
■ent  Meads  of  Bureaus  io  give  you  eorreet  information  t 


tbe  interest  of  individuals.  Hence  Wavhtnglon,  as  euty 
aa  1794,  employed  a  portion  of  this  fiind  i  and  hia  prac- 
tice, I  beliere,  hat  bccit  followed  by  b'w  aucwLaeora.  1 
unite  with  the  gentleman,  that  the  nation  ooght  to  know 
wliat  sums  have  been  drawn,  and  by  whom,  and  before 
I  sit  down,  I  shall  move  an  amendment,  eliciting  such  'w 
formation,  and  carrying  tbe  call  back  to  the  time  of  tbe 
creation  of  this  fond. 

The  jrentleman  from  Va.  [Mr.  ninom]  mjB  that 
'*  he  will  not  coniribute  to  inflate  the  canvaaa  of  thepelh' 
tical  ship,  as  lonr  as  an  improvident  Pilot  reiAaiM  at  the 
helm.  That  with  an  eye  directed  to  the  next  Pressdob 
tial  election,  he  will  forbear  doing  any  thii^  whieh  nay 
injure  tbe  cause  of  the  People,  and  thus  enable  the 
present  incumbents  to  remain  in  office."  I-  know  net 
bis  meaning  of  this  metaphorical  language.  To  me,  twv 
ever  it  does  seem  to  imply,  that  no  measure  of  great 
national  interest  will  be  sanctioned  by  him,  leat  it  may 
give  popularity  to  tbe  Admiiustmtion.  Tlidi  prinelple  of 


that  you  cannot  expect;  IVoffl  our  natures,  tliiat  we  will  i  resistance  to  measures  of  Presidentiiil  recommcndwoiv 


make  developments  restraining  our  patronage."  Be  it 
•o— it  is  still  no  reason  againbt  an  inquiry  i  the  same  of- 
ficers will  be  continued  under  a  new  Administration,  and 
then  ihey  will  be  influenced  by  the  same  lust  of  power 
or  patronage,  or  they  will  be  turned  out,  and  successors 
wptnnted,  who  are  to  learn  the  duties  of  their  ofAce,  and 
therefore  not  as  capable  of  judging  as  the  present  incum- 
bent^ and  liable  to  the  same  bias  of  love  of  palront^e 
and  power.  But  General  Jackson  may  instnict  them  as 
to  the  requinte  number  of  officers  that  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. He  would  answer  yon,  that,  "retired  »t  the 
Hermitage,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  I  could  learn 
any  ihinr  otthe  dull  routine  of  official  business  i  it  is  im- 
|tfieticabl«  for  me  to  communicate  any  information-;  go 
to  the  ofScers  appointed  by  me,  and  seek  from  them  in- 
Mion."  1  bus  delay  will  then  give  yoo  incompetent 
officers,  liable  to  the  same  influences  which  control  the 
opinion  of  all  men  eiilnisted  with  power.  Therefore, 
thb  is  the  accepted  time.  If  you  move  not  now  in  this 
inquiry,  it  will  be  said  (hat  you  excite  distrust  by  general 
denunciations,  and  when  called  upon  to  sustain  them, 
you  retire  fiom  the  proifored,  the  courted  invealigm- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  fhim  Penn^lvania  [Mr.  Ihohah]  gives 
a  particular  direction  to  the  inquiry.  He  says  he  means 
not  to  "  involve  the  principles  and  praeUce  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, yet  it  is  important  that  the  nation  should  know 
what  sums  have  been  pud  from  the  contingent  expenses 
of  fbrrign  intercourse,  usually  denominated  the  secret 
sendee  fund."  It  it  important  that  tbe  People  should 
know  how  much  of  it  has  been  drawn.  The  objects  fur 
which  it  may  have  been  dran^rn,  from  the  very  genius 
of  the  Government,  and  the  policy  for  creating  the 
Aind,  can  never  be  known.  It  originated  under  the  first 
Adimn'islration  of  Washingtont  and  has  continued  ever 
since.  It  is  essential  that  it  shall  continue,  in  peace,  as 
well  as  war.  It  is  necessaty  to  procure  information  in 
the  thne  of  peace,  if  peace  is  to  be  interrupted— in  war, 
what  are  the  contemplated  movements  of  the  enemy. 
All  Governments  sanction  the  procurement  of  information 
by  the  employment  of  spies.  I  recollect  that,  in  another 
House  of  Legislation,  a  prominent  statesman  avowed  that 
he  had  advised  the  present  Secretary  of  War  to  use 
bribes  with  the  Chiefs  of  an  Indian  tribe,  to  procure  a  rat- 
ification of  a  treaty,  and  tliat  he  austained  this  advice  by 
■  recurrence  to  the  settled  policy  of  all  Governments. 
The  SecrctHV  of  War,  however,  could  not  be  induced  to 
adopt  tbe  polie^  recommended.  But,  independent  of 
these  considerations,  aflccting  the  peaceful  relations  of 
nations,  there  are  commercial  considerations,  not  unfre. 
quently  demanding  accurate  information  for  the  Govern- 
ment, which  can  only  be  procured  througit  secret  ave- 
iroes,  opened  by  tbe  Government's  addressing  itself  to 


has  been  attributed  to  the  Opposition.    Those  promiaeat 
individuals,  who  attempt  to  marshal  the  public  sentiment, 
are  aware  that  tlie  members  of  a  Government  become 
popular,  as  they  contribute  to  the  present  or  .iittiue 
interests  of  the  nation,  or  as  they  add  to  its  |»eoent  or 
future  glory.    Hence  k  lias  been  said,  that  the  Oppon- 
tion  have  souglit  to  arrest  all  measures  recommeiMled  by 
this  Cabinet.    To  this  cause,  and  to  this  cause  only,  can 
we  trace  the  undis^ised  and  consistent  resistance  of  tbe 
Opposition  to  the  great  interests  recommended  for  Leg- 
.islative  approbation.    There  is  another  cause  of  rens- 
tance.    In  all  local  divisions  of  party,  there  arc  timid  mea, 
who  seek  to  side  with  the  strongest  party.    To  exhilnl 
the  Administration  in  Congress  in  a  minority,  will  pro- 
duce a  moral  influence  over  those  vacillating  politiciaBs. 
It  is,  therefore,  policy  to  wait  a  more  favourable  oppoc- 
tuhity,  for  the  coming  of  a  more  accepted  time  for  tbe 
consummation  of  these  great  interests.    If  the  moral  of 
the  honorable  gentleman's  metaphor  is  not  miscooceived, 
it  is  the  first  time  that  these  doctrines,  so  destructive  of 
the  interest  of  this  People,  have  been  openly  and  publidy 
avowed.    It  is  for  the  nation  either  to  sstwiton  or  repro- 
bate them.    The  first  and  direct  fhiits  of  such  a  pobey,' 
has  been  the  immense  loss  which  tbe  nation  has  snstwncd 
in  the  refusal  to  change  a  portion  of  the  pubUo  debt  fro* 
a  stock  bearing  6  per  cent,  to  one  of  5  per  cent.  Tet 
these  objectors  to  this  transmutation,  denounce  tbe  Go- 
vernment for  a  want  of  economy  I !  Tliey,  who  hare  let  a 
favouKd  few  of  tlio  public  creditors  riot  on  the  pubfie 
revenue,  invoke  the  Indignation  of  the  People  sgainst 
their  nilers,  for  improvidence  !  *    1  hope,  I  do  trust,  tbst 
the  attention  of  this  People  will  now  be  directed  to  a  cor- 
rect estimate  of  the  prudence  of  the  rival  parties.    I,  «r, 
am  for  this  inquiry  being  directed  to  one  committee. 
The  reduction,  to  be  satisfactory,  must  be  graduated  on 
some  uniform  principle — uniformity  cannot  be  attaiaed 
from  various  committees.    I  now  move  to  anend  the  res- 
olution of  tbe  genUeman  from  Indiana,  by  adding  tbe  M- 
lowing  amendment : 

*'  Heaohed,  Thst  the  said  Committee  [Ways  and  Heam] 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expenditures  which  bare 
been  made  since  the  1st  of  July,  1790,  from  the  several 
annual  appropriations  for  the  contingent  expense  of  for- 
eign intercourse,  and  which  may_  be  settled,  at  the  Trea- 
sury,  without  specification  of  object :  and  also,  the  pay- 
ments which  have  been  made  Itom  the  precetUngpenod, 
from  the  appropriations  annually  made  For  the  contiagent 
expense  of  missions  abroad,  and  which  hare  been  settled 
in  the  usual  manner,  according  to  law." 

This  was  accepted  by  Hr.  Blaki  as  a  modification  e( 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFPE  rose,  atid  said,  it  had  been  so  oftea 
repeated  In  this  House,  by  those  who  had  pivceded  him 
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[H.  orR 


IB  debate*  tlwt-lt  wm  not  their  intention  to  have  enngei] 
Ift  the  diMUMion  of  this  resoluttop.  it  the  time  of  its  in- 
Uwlu^on,  that,  if  he  were  now  to  declare  his  original 
dnincnnaUon  to  have  nid  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  he 
■m^t  clum  aomediing  cS  sincerity,  but  nothing  ot  novel- 
5_in  the  remark.  The  ehaivctar  of  this  debate,  aaid  Mr. 
W.  considered  in  reference  to  the  subject,  b  unprece- 
dented. Upon  a  propoUtion  of  inquliy  into  tfie  expedi- 
ency of  retrenching  the  expenditures  of  Government,  if 
consistent  with  the  public  intercBt-^n  inquiry  into  the 
propriety  and  practicablKty  of  a  more  efflaent  applica- 
tkm  of  Uie  flinds  ot  the  nation  to  the  discham  of  the 
pubKc  deb^  we  have  permitted  ourselves  to  be  drawn 
krto  all  angry  diseusrion  rf  the  Presidential  election.  A 
dveusnon,  embittered  by  party  feeling,  which  can  end 
in  nothing  but  the  eztenuon  of  that  breach  which  now 
dtviilea  tlie  members  of  this  House. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor  for  some 
Mme.  My  own  experience  convinces  me,  and  1  tbinlc 
that  of  every  member  ought  to  convince  him,  that  tome* 
thing  usefiil  in  the  business  of  retrenchment  might  be 
done.  I  confess,  sir,  «w  magnitude  of  the  task  has  here- 
tofore deterred  me  from  moving  the  investigation.  We 
aH  agree  that  there  i^  or  may  be  a  necessity  fbr  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  which  alone  belongs  to  Congress- 
But.  "  who  shall  bell  the  cat  ?"  is  the  question.  Under 
take  it  who  will,  he  win  find  himself  surrounded  by  diffi- 
caltiet.  and  assailed  by  the  leeches  of  the  Treasury. 
B«t,  sir  gentlemen  on  the  aide  of  the  Administration, 
upon  this  subject,  have  displayed  a  morbid  sennibility- 
They  exclaim,  you  have  atUcked  the  purity  of  the  Ad- 
imnistration  !  The  character  of  (he  members  of  this  Ad- 
ntinistration  is  assailed  and  we  are  willing  tliat  you  shall 
pnsh  this  investigalioiT ;  we  call  upon  yOii  to  specify 
your  charges  j  we  are  willing  to  try  the  Adminialration. 
One  gentleman.  [Mr.  Dobhbt]  in  the  confidence  which 
belongs  to  him,  of  which  I  do  not  complain,  exclaims, 
"  we  will  throw  open  the  doors  of  our  prison  house,  and 
*invite  you  to  enter  and  investigate  itssecrets  ;  and  if  ihe 
«•  Administration  be  guilty,  punish  them— if  innocent,  let 
•the  wwld  know  it,  that  they  may  receive  the  reward 
"  due  to  their  virtuous  actions.  "  Sir,  I  will  do  no 
•uch  thing.  I  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribu- 
nal. 

-  This  Administration  is  now  on  its  trial  before  the  Peo- 
ple. I  will  do  nothing  to  deprive  them  of  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  which  of  right  belongs  to  them  ;  nor  do  I 
wish  to  do  any  thing  which  shall  prevent  *a  fcir,  candid, 
and  impartial  decision.  I  will  not  change  the  issue,  and 
•take  the  result  upon  the  fete  of  an  inquiry  into  the  expc- 
.  dtency  ot  reducing  the  expendttuiea  of  this  Government, 
or  of  correctMtgany  abuses  which  may  exist  in  the  dis- 
barsement  of  the  public  money.  There  are  more  im- 
portuit  questions  involved  in  the  contest,  and  I  will  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Dorset]  that  it  is  not 
a  contest  for  men  or  money  -,  it  is  a  contest  for  principle, 
for  libeHy.  It  involves  one  of  the  dearest  rights  of  this 
People.  They  have  Uken  the  subject  into  their  own 
hands,  and  ifthis  House  would,  they  could  not  wrest  it 
from  them.  It  involves  no  less  a  matter,  than  an  alleged 
disregard  of  their  will  by  their  agents,  and  it  beloi^  to 
them  to  right  themselves,  if  the  injury  has  been  inflict- 
ed. Tell  me  not,  then,  there  is  no  principle  involved.  It 
ifl  a  contest  who  shall  govern — the  People  or  their  agents. 
Nodiing  we  can  do  in  this  Houne,  upon  the  aubject,  will 
prevent  a  decision  of  thb  Presidential  election  by  the 
People.  We  can't  decide  it  Mr.  Speaker,  we  will  not 
be  trusted  with  its  decision.  Whatever  I  may  say,  which 
will  have  reference  to  the  Presidential  election,  tthall  be 
in  reply  to  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  in 
this  debate,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  I  feel  myself  com- 
pelled to  do  that  nmeh.  |  hare  not  lought  or  provoked 
this  di*ctufion. 


[Here,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  BASSETT.and  on  ac- 
count of  the  latenesB  of  the  hour.  Mr.  WICKLIFFK 
yielded  the  floor,  and  the  Aouse  adjourned,] 

TsinsiiaT.  jAsuanx  31, 1838. 

NEW  TARIFF. 

Mr.  MALLART.  from  the  Committee  on  Mano&c 
tures,  to  which  was  referred  sundry  memcrial^  peti- 
tions, and  remonstrances,  in  relation  to  an  inereaie  of 
the  Tariff  of  Duties  on  Imports,  by  way  of  protection  to 
Home  Manufactures,  made  a  report  in  detail,  contain- 
ing the  examinations  made  by  the  Committee,  of  per- 
sona under  oath  ;  and  accompanied  by  a  bill  in  altera- 
tion of  the  several  acts  imponng  duties  on  imp<Hrts.*' 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  comfAitted. 

Mr.  HAKTIN,  of  S.  C.  stated  that  the  Clerk  employ- 
ed by  the  Committee  to  take  down  the  testimony  was 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  papers  containing  it,  and 
more  competent  than  any  other  person  to  arrange  them. 
In  taUng  the  testimony,  the  order  of  subjects  had  not 
been  observed— but  each  witneii  was  exanuned  on  all 
llie  subjecU  on  which  he  was  called  to  anawer,  and  then 
dismissed.  This  caused  the  testimony  to  be  deficient 
in  that  orderly  arrangement  which  was  desirable )  and 
be  thought  the  information  would  be  presented  with 
greater  clearness,  if  the  testimony  should  be  classiBed 
tlie  teatimony  of  all  the  witnesses  on  one  subject  being 
placed  together  and  then  that  relating  to  another  subject. 
The  Clerk  had  been  instructed  by  the  Committee,  and 
was  prepared  and  fully  competent  to  attend  to  the  duty 
of  such  collocation.  Mr.  Habth  concli|ded  by  moving 
that  the  testimony  be  printed  under  his  superinten- 
dence. 

llr.  TAYLOR  objected  to  this  motion,  as  it  was  not 
in  order  to  idter  any  testimony  once  reported  to  the 
House  by  one  of  its  Committees. 

Mr.  MARTIN  asked  if  the  gentleman  could  poaubly 
suppose  he  wished  ta  have  the  testimony  altered  I 

Mr.  TAYLOR  disclaimed  any  such  meaning — all  he 
said  referred  to  interfering  with  the  order  or  arrange- 
ment of  the  testimony,  as  eooung  from  the  Committee  to 
the  House. 

The  motion  was  negatived  t  and  it  was  ordered  that 
6000  copies  be  printed  of  the  bill,  report,  and  all  the 

testimony. 

MILITIA  COURTS  MARllAL. 
Mr.  WICKLlPFfi  atked  the  consent  of  the  House, 
before  taken  up  the  (resolution  of  'Mr.  Chiltok,  to 

fiermit  a  motion  for  diaponng  of  the  communication 
rom  the  War  Department,  respecting  the  Six  Militia- 
men— a  motion  for  the  printing  of  which  communication 
had  yesterday  been  laid  upon  the  table. 
Leave  having  been  granted  by  the  House, 
Mr.  WICKLIPFK  moved  that  the  cammunicatton  and 
documents  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fun,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  DO)tSEY  wished  him  toaUte  the  reason  of  refer, 
ring  them  to  the  conimittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
moved  a  division  of  the  motion. 

The  motion  having  been  divided,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  reference  to  the  Military  Committee, 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  said,  that  his  conduct  in  relation  to 
these  papers  had  not  only,  been  made  the  subject  of 
much  newspaper  comment,  but  had  been  gpreatly  mis- 
represented in  the  correspondence  of  some  of  those 
Washington  l^ter-writer^  wliose  productions  are  sent , 
abroad  mm  this  place  unto  every  quarter  of  tite  Unit- 
ed States.  In  some  of  these  letters  he  had  been  re- 
presented as  greatly  dreading  the  publication  of  these 
documents ;  and  even  here  he  had  been  so  far  misun- 
derstood (he  did  not  say  voluntarily)  by  the  Reporters  oS 
two  papen^  (the  Intelligencer  and  the  Tclej^ph)  that 
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one  of  them  bxd  made  him  ny,  that  the  publication  of 
tliese  panen  wotiM  be  attended  with  injtirioui  efiects  to 
the  inaiTidual  referred  to,  uidihe  other  had  repreaented 
him  to  declare  that  *'he  dreaded  ihc  effect  of  it."  Nei- 
ther of  these  reports  of  bit  laiiifuage  was  eorrect.  He 
had,  since  yesterday,  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  documents,  and  he  could  fnmkly  sute  that,  from  the 

n'tltcstion  of  them,  netther  Gen.  Jackson  nor  his  friends 
any  thinff  to  fear. 
Mr.  BARTLETT  ezpresaed  his  opinion  that  a  more 
appropriate  reference  of  this  communication  would  be, 
to  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mililia. 

The  question  being  first  put  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairib  ■(  psMcd  in  the  f  ffirma- 
tire.   The  printing  was  then  orderad,  wm.  em. 

HETRENCHMENT. 

The  House  tlien  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re* 
solutions  of  Mr.  Cbiltoit,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Blakb. 

Upon  again  taking  the  floor — 

Mr.  WICKLIFPK  remarked  :  On  yesterday  [said  lie]  I 
endeavored,  in  the  remarks  whicli  1  made,  and  which  had 
been  elicited  by  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  particular- 
ly-by  some  of  the  remarlu  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
knd,  [Mr.  DirasET]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Ur. 
VahcbJ  to  (Itstingitish  between  the  question  pending  be- 
fbre  the  House  and  the  question  depending  before  the 
people.  I  endeavored  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Hotue 
to  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  proposed  by  the  resolution  i 
and,  if  possible,  to  abstract  it  from  other  topics  which  had 
been  drag^^ed  intp  the  discussion — with  what  efiect  or  with 
■what  motive,  it  is  not  fbr  me  to  say.  One  remark  might 
not  be  unprofitable.  On  my  way  to  this  place,  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  journey  with  a  distinguished  indiriduBl, 
a  finend  of  the  Adnunistration,  wending  his  way  to  the 
Seat  of  Government  o£  a  neighboring  State,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  those  Conventions  which  have  of  late  fulmi- 
nated their  anathemas  agsinst  the  Military  Chieftain.  In 
the  course  of  our  conversation,  this  gentleman  seemed 
to  admit  that  the  "  ngns  of  the  times,"  as  manifested  by 
the  ballot  boxes,  were  adverse.  He  looked  to  the  events 
of  tlie  present  session  of  Congress  with  anxious  hope 
that  something  would  transpire,  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
of  Jackson  and  Reform,  which  would  produce  a  reaction 
in  public  opinion.  1  will  not  say  that  such  a  desire  exists 
in  any  member  who  has  participated  in  this  debate.  If  a 
hope  any  where  exists,  thai  the  fnends  of  the  one  candi- 
date or  the  other  shall  do  wrong  to  the  People,  that  ad. 
vantage  msy  arise  to  the  cause  of  either  candidate,  I  pray 
it  may  be  disappointed.  I  have  not  couHed  this  discus- 
sion, neitlier  will  I  shrink  from  it  If  those  who  differ 
from  me  in  opinion  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pro- 
nounce eulogies  on  the  present  Administration,  I  will 
not  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  or  leaven 
the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  which  they  enjoy.  But, 
sir,  if  lltey  pursue  the  pcdicy  of  skilful  tactitians,  and 
carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  they  must  not 
complain  if,  seduced  by  their  example,  I  do  the  same. 
How  fsr  it  is  consistent  with  the  public  laterest  to  re- 
duce the  expenditarcs  of  Government  J  whether  any  of 
the  offices  might  be  abolished,  or  the  salaries  lessened  i 
I  am  not,  at  this  time,  prepared  to  give  an  opinion 
■atisbctory  to  myself.  When  the  investigation  takes  place 
under  the  resolutions,  we  will  have  facts  and  data  upon 
which  to  make  up  our  judgments,  and  base  our  future 
legislation,  if  I  am  called  upon  now  to  form  an  opinion, 
compelled  by  the  reitsrated  demands  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  to  specify  the  objects  lo  which  I  would  ap- 
ply tlie  pruning  knife, t  miglitoo  myself,  as  wcllu  others, 
injustice. 

I  am  not  prepsred  to  say,  in  the  language  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  this  is  the  most  economicnt  Uovernment 


upon  earth — that  tliere  is  no  necessity  for  retrenchment*— 
thst  there  have  been  no  abuses  in  any  Department,  i 
think  my  colleague,  who  aits  aw  me,  [Mr.  BvcKtrsa]  ifid 
not  fkirly  meet  the  views  of  ih«  mover  of  these  resolutions, 
(t  is  true,  that  gentleman,  when  cdled  upon  to  specify 
the  offices  which  in-bis  opinion  mif^it  be  abolished,  amo^ 
others,  referred  toone  of  tlie  Auditors— lie  wasunderstoad^ 
to  have  designated  tlie  Fifth  Auditor— an  officer  adsnt-' 
ted  to  be  burthened  with  duties.    Is  this  the  case  vitk 
some  others  of  the  corps  ^   But,  says  the  gentieman, 
"  to  use  a  Western  phrase,  to  take  the  scalp  oif  an  Audi* 
Iw  seemed  to  have  been  determined  upon."    Now,  air, 
if  tliat  be  the  cas^  and  one  baa  lo  lose  his  scalp,  1  do  not 
know  thata  better  selection  eovhl  be  made  than  th«t  of 
the  Fourth.  If  that  officer  can  find  time  to  discbarge  all  tb« 
extra  official  duty  ~which  has  of  late  been  assigned  liimk 
and  leisure  to  enlighten  the  public  with  essays  in  the 
newtpaperi^  and  in  pamphlet  hirm,  such  as  have  been 
ascribed  to  him,  I  think  it  veiy  likely  hit  official  duties 
are  not  -yery  onerous.    Are  gentlemen  |M«pared  to  sqr 
there  are  no  expenditures — [  mean  such  as  have  the  ap- 
parent sanction  of  Congress— which  mig^it  not  be  redoc- 
etl  *   Take  the  War  Depatfmcnt  for  example.  There 
is  a  single  item  in  the  expenditures  in  the  accounts 
tram  one  of  tlie  Bums— the  Indian  Bureau,  it  is  catt- 
ed—fbr  contingencies,  998,000.    (I  qieak  ftttOk  Kcal> 
lection  ;  a  reference  to  the  document  on  the  Clcrk^taUe 
will  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong.)    What  has  been  dene 
vith  tliis  money  '   Who  has  expended  it  ?    For  what 
objects  has  it  been  used  ? — Are  questions  wortliy  of  ia- 
vestigation.    I  have  heard  something  of  a  Kickapoo  Em* 
bassy  during  the  past  year.   I  have  seen  some  of  the 
fruitsof  this  mission,  in  sweet,  laving,  and  kindly  weechea, 
made  by  the  Minister  to  our  red  brethrea  efthe  br' 
est.  I  beliei«  the  public  would  like  to  know  what  bas 
swelled  an  item 'm  the  accounts  to  95,000,  i^Mut  whicli  we 
have  lately  read  something  in  the  newspapers.    I  shotria 
like  to  know  the  pay  ami  emoluments  of  this  Minister 
Plenipotentiary.    Whether  he  received  or  waa  allowed 
an  "outfit }"  We  have  heard  of  some  treaties  made,  and 
afailufe  to  make  others,  aH  under  the  he«l«f  coBtinge» 
cies  in  the  Indian  Department.    We  mast  stop  this  piae- 
tice  of  making  Indian  treaties,  under  nn  implied  power  to 
use  the  contingencies  of  the  Department.  Tlie  gcntlemaa 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Doasxr]  in  the  course  of  his  re. 
marks,  incidentally  alluded  to  the  Treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, concluded  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  Creek 
Indians.    Th^re  are  some  points  on  whicli  I  should  like 
to  be  informed,  connected  with  that  transwtioii.    By  the 
original  Treaty,  Uie  Creek  Indiana  ceded  all  their  Inds 
within  the  limits  of  Geof^a,  and  also  relinquished  their 
right  to  an  immense  terrritorv  in  Alabama — for  whitA  the 
United  States  were  to  pay  f.  400,000  in  money.    By  the 
Treaty  of  Washington,  we  retrooede  all  the  lands  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  part  of  tdie  binds  in  Geof^in.  and 
stipulate  to  pay  an  additional  sum,  in  inoney,  annuities, 
snd  expenses,  of  near  f600,00a  We  are  now  called  upoa 
to  appropriate  more  money,  fifty  oruxty  thousand  doilnw, 
1  believe,  to  purchase  the  lands  witliin  the  limiu  of  Geor- 
gia. This  may  all  be  right.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  wrong  t 
but,  sir,  I  have  been  informed  that  important  information 
was  within  the  reach  of  the  treaty-making  power,  in 
this  case,  as  to  the  lermsupon  which  these  Imstile Creek% 
as  they  have  been  called,  were  instructed  to  treat  with  tbe 
United  States— terms,  I  have  understood,  mudi  awNvad. 
vantageous  to  the  United  States  tlum  those  embraced  by 
the  treaty.    I  do  not  know  the  nature  or  extent  of  this 
information  ;  nnr  do  I  believe  Congress  knew  it  when  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  and  the  money  appropriated.  It 
might  not  be  unworthy  our  notice,  if  we  pass  this  reso- 
lution, to  look  into  another  branch  of  tlie  War  Depart- 
ment.  Not  with  a  view  to  detect  abuses— ncs  sir  :  in  the 
branch  alluded  io,  I  believe  justice  is  done  the  lljulcd 
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States,  according-  to  kw  ;  and  the  remedy,  if  one  U  need- 
ed, beioi^tolhelefpilationof ihisUuuse.  Itiaadepart- 
ntent  whf»e  princtpu  duties  are  thftse  oi  diaburaing  pub- 
itc  money.  Tlie  areragv  amowit  of  iu  disbursenenta  is 
mbout  0400,000^0  do  vMch  it  eoats  this  Government  up* 
ivmTd»  of  41 93,000.  I  do  Mt  charge  this  exdunvely  to 
the  fault  of  this  or  any  other  Admintatration.  By  the  le- 
l^alton  of  the  first  aeanon  of  last  Cor^ress,  one  thing  I 
do  know,  that,  upon  the  recommendation  oif  the  War  Of- 
fice, we  passed  a  law,  by  which  the  expenses  of  this  branch 
of  the  DefMtftment  was  great^  enlwaced.  1  thiiik  this  ex- 
penditura  coiild  «ndat|^a  little  pruning,  without  iiyury 
to  the  public  tenrice. 

Oil  the  subject  of  reducing  the  compensation  to  the 
membera  of  <;ongre88,  I  hare  but  little  to  say.  If  you 
-  will  allow  me,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  encroach  upon  yoor  pcc- 
rogalives,  I  would  now  proptHind  the  question  to  the 
■■embers  4>f  tbis  Hoose.  AU  who  are  serious  in  thia  busi- 
■ea^  hold  up  your  right  handa  i  (Here  it  was  sMd  by 
aome  tfne,  in  an  under  tone,  that  ^re  was  not  a  sins^ 
hand  up.]  I  view  this  [said  Mr.  Wickucti]  as  aH  tut. 
Whether  there  ha.ve  not  been  miaounBtnuAton^  if  not 
Iproas  abuses,  under  the  law  fisinff  our  cempenmtion, 
might  be  worthy  .of  inrestig&tion.  Yes  Sir,  abuses  I  call 
them  arising  under  ouriegishtion,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  a  fonner  peesidtng  officer  of  this  House,  have  ta- 
ken place,  and  yet  we  are  told  they  have  not  existed 
any  where.  I  allude  to  the  accounts  of  a  former  member 
of  thia  House,  as  settled  in  1823  and  1834.  That  geiille- 
man's  accounts  had  been  settled  fur  his  services  for  sever- 
al years.  Me  claimed  compensation  for  1100  miles  tra- 
TcUiog.  In  1833  and  1824,  although  the  space  between 
the  cii^  and  his  residence  had  not  mcreased,  yet,  by  the 
aid  of  *'  constructive  jouraey^"  the  addition  of  500  miles 
b  made  to  the  1100,  and  he  is  paiil  by  the  then  prewding 
officer  of  this  House,  for  1,600  miles,  computing  the  dis- 
tance by  the  river  route,  and  is  permitted  to  draw  {1,800 
aa  back  rations,  nut  before  claimed.  This  may  he  a  sound 
construction  of  the  law.  1  do  not  believe  that  I  would  be 
justified  in  giving  it  this  construction.  Whether  that 
construction  will  now  prevail,  depends  upon  you.  Sir. 
At  all  events,  I  am  willing  that  an  inquiry  shall  be  made 
upon  the  whole  subject.  If  it  it  deemed  expedient  to 
lessen  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  Congress,  I 
will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  my  duty  on  other 
subjects,  for  the  little  injury  which  it  may  inflict  on 
n>e  personally.  I  can  vuucli  tliat  cominj^  to  Con- 
gress has  not  been  a  money-making  business  witli 
me.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  printing  of  this  House,  1 
do  not  complain.  We  hare  an  immense  quantity  done, 
and  it  is  well  done.  Hy  colleague  [Mr.  Bvckxsr]  is  cor- 
rect when  he  says,  that  the  time  to  check  tbis  abuae,  if 
it  be  one,  is  when  the  motion  for  printing  is  made.  We 
should  then  probabjy,  expend  as  much  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  Uiemotion,  86  the  printing  would  cost  tlie  Govern- 
nent.  We  print  Dure  than  weallread,  and  more  than  is 
useful.  We  have  lately  adopted  Iheprocticeof  printingcx- 
tra  copies  for  tlie  bene^t  of  home  conaumptioii.  I  allude 
particuliriy,  now,  sir,  to  those  numerous  splendid  surveys 
of  roads  and  canals,  which  answer  the  very  valualile  pur- 
pose  for  '*  Idoking  glass  papers,"  and  play  things  for  the 
children  of  our  cunaUtuents  at  home.  Pnnting  of  that  des- 
cription, and  the  Georgia  primmer,  which  has  been  so  uni  ■ 
versally  read  by  nobody,  has  cost  tliis  Government  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  dolbra  nnce  the  hut  session  of  Congress. 
If  I  were  to  deiecnd  into  puticulars.  Sir,  I  shoiild  be 
much  more  tedious  than  the  exiiausted  patience  of  tliis 
Ilouae  would  justify.  I  have  been  led  into  the  detail,  in 
obedience  to  tlie  repeated  calls  from  our  opponents  in  this 
House. 

The  sound  and  economical  administration  of  the  affairs 
oC  tliis  Government  has  been  the  theme  of  eulogium 
by  Gvtry  one  who  has  addrewed  us  on  the  other  »de  of 


the  House.  How  does  this  bu»ness  stand.  Sir  i  In 
turning  our  attention  to  past  expeodiUires,  and  testing 
their  propriety  by  their  utility,  1  am  inclined  to  Uie  opin- 
ion, that,  in  some  instances,  we  have  not  been  govern- 
ed by  the  strictest  economy.**  We  paid,  within  little 
better  than  two  years  past,  for  dtoppingcwds  at  London, 
abDUt  J  56,000 

Sendiiv  cards  to  Giiatamala.  about  20,000 
For  returning  tum  e»t  im>eniu»,  vernu  the  Coa- 
gress  «rf  Tacubiiya,  &c.  about  40,000 
%  tlie  report  from  the  SUte  Department,  of  last  year, 
and  what  I  have  learned  this  year,  the  sum  of  (7,700,  or 
tberMbouta,  has  been  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  to 
"persons other  than  clerks  in  the  Departments,"  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  This  sum  will  be  found,  on  examination, 
greatly  to  exceed  Uie  expenditure  of  any  previous  year. 
Why  is  Ihia  ?  Havo  we  not  det^  enough  to  do  the  pub- 
Uc  bunoosB  i  Are  they  nut  cooipetcnt  ?  If  thia  be  the 
caa^  apBoiht  others;  but  I  claim  the  privilege,  in  behalfof 
the  Congress  of  the  Uiuted  States,  to  create  the  office 
and  fix  the  cmapensation.  I  discover,  by  reference  to  Uie 
estitaates  for  the  Department  of  State,  a  new  source  of 
patronage  has  been  drawn  within  the  vortex  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. The  amount  is  small,  but,  nevertheless,  "it 
may  perform  its  office.  I  allude  to  the  sum  now  animaUy 
expended  for  distributing  the  laws  of  Congress.  Hereto- 
fore, the  acts  of  Congress  have  been  distributed  by  mail, 
without  expense  to  the  United  States.  Why  this  change  f 
1  do  not  know.  I  have  not  been  informed.  In  casting  my 
eye  over  the  namea  of  the  individuals  who  have  shared 
(bis  portion  of  the  patronage,  I  discovered  the  name  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  charged,  with  what  correctness  I 
know  not,  with  being  the  bearer  (rf  despatches  from  head 
quarterly  relating  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  of  one  of 
the  United  States.  I  adverted  the  other  da^  to  a  circum- 
stance upon  the  introduction  of  a  resoluiion  of  inqui- 
ry to  tlio  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  I  name  it  now 
to  shew  what  perhaps  will  not  be  controverted,  that 
that  there  docs  exist  in  the  Executive  Department  of  eve- 
ry Govemment.  a  disposition  to  enlarge  its  patronage 
and  extend  its  power.  Out  of  an  appropriation  of  f  30, 
000,  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  river,  when  tlie  Government  had  al- 
ready two  superintendenU  on  Uiat  and  the  Mississippi  ri- 
ver, under  pay,  skilful  and  vigilant  men,  the  Administra- 
tion manufactured  a  new  office,  with  a  salary  of  six  dol- 
lars per  day  attached  to  it,  and  some  gentleman  m  Penn- 
sylvania, of  high  standing,  (and  I  presume  political  influ- 
ence) was  appointed.  He  may  be,  for  all  1  know,  very 
competent— 1  know  be  cannot  be  more  so  than  ttiose  alrea- 
dy in  the  employment  trfthe  Government.  What  has  been 
done  1  know  not,  except  lhat  the  report  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department  informs  us  that  9000  dollars  of  the  mo- 
ney has  gone  out  of  llie  Treasury.  1  have  mentioned  lliese 
things,  Mr.  Speaker,  wiUi  a  view  of  showing  that  my  col- 
league  had  probable  cause  for  the  introduction  of  tbis  in- 
quiry. 1'hey  may  be  all  right,  and  susceptible  of  the 
fulicfit  explanation. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stbwart]  in  the 
course  of  the  remarks  with  which  lie  favored  the  House, 
inquires  very  en'pliiUically,  "What  have  we  done  >  The 
seusioi)  is  half  gone,  and  we  have  passed  buta«ngle  bill." 
I'his  statement  is  to  go  forth  to  the  public,  that  Congress 
have  been  idle  and  inattentive  to  its  duties.  I  have  an 
answer  i  if  it  were  confined  only  to  this  House,  it  would 
be  sufficient ;  and  that  is,  we  have  luid  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  this  session,  the  second  edition  of  the  gentleman's 
views  upon  the  interesting  subject  of  the  National  debt, 
connected  willi  the  still  more  iiitercsiingone  of  Roads  and 
Canuls.  But,  sir,  I  have  a  more  satisiactoi?  answer  for 
the  public,  and  it  is,  tliat  we  have  done  much.  Yes,  sir, 
neatiy  twice  as  much  as  we  diit,  in  the  same  time,  at  tlie 
Givt  sussioa  of  the  hst  Confress. 
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My  collearue  [Mr.  Cukk]  called  the  attention  of  the 
UouK,  to  what  he  wai  pleaaed  to  term  the  iromeiue  Ion 
the  ration  auat^ned  bv  the  failure  of  the  stock  bill  in  the 
Senate,  but  year.  Wttat  has  thn  to  do  with  the  lubject  of 
retrenehment  ?  Kothing.  Tliat  bill,  which  propoaed  an  ex- 
change of  aix  for  five  per  cent,  stock,  fuled,  as  many  others 
do  at  eveiy  acasion,  f(V  the  want  oftimetoactupon  it.  Uow 
hx  U  would  have  been  luecearibJ,  ought  be  determined 
by  the  Mlure  to  make  a  ^nular  exchange  of  nx  per  cent, 
for  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  shcHtneas  of  ue  period 
at  which  the  new  stock  was  made  redeemable,  did  not 
invite  the  cupidity  of  stock-jobbcra— of  coarse,  ibe  loss 
to  the  nation  is  alttwether  uncertain.  Its  fwlure  was  un- 
justly charged,  at  the  kst  session,  to  the  ''Gkctioua  Oppo- 
•iUon."  1  hope  it  is  not  wi^ed  to  debit  their  accuunt 
next  Sammer,  with  the  same  item. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  BocKirn]  does  not  more  deeply  de- 
plwethe  course  of  crimination  and  recrimination  which  has 
marked  tins  debate,  than  I  do.  'Wiih  him  I  regret  the  intro* 
duction  of  any  topic  which  is,  in  its  connexion  with  the 
'  Presidential  election,  calculated  to  interropt  the  ordinary 
course  of  public  busineaa.  I  might  aak  him,  Who  called 
fortli  the  ghosts  of  the  nx  militiamen  i  For  what  pur- 
pose wen  we  troubled  with  that  subject  i  Is  there  any 
member  who  wishes  me  to  answer  theae  questions  i 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Puitd]  and  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Bdckhcr]  have  introduced,  in  this  debate, 
the  dress  which  has  been  prescribed  for  our  foreign  Minis 
ters.  1  do  not  notice  it  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  en- 
ter my  unquidi6«)  dissent  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
latter  genneman— that  the  dreta  presoribca  is  within  the 
limits  of  republican  simplicity.  What  is  this  tnily  repub- 
lican dress  f  A  coat,  covered  with  lace,  costing  about 
750  dollars  ;  a  cocked  hat,  and  white  feathers.  Is  this 
the  emblem  of  our  republican  simplicity  f  It  resembles 
more  the  miserable  apings  of  royalty. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vii|fmia, 
[Mr.  1lAnouii].to  by  Uie  raolulion  on  the  table.  I  do 
not  think  the  reasons  ofTered,  or  that  gentleman  himself, 
iiave  been  fkirly  treated,  in  his  absence  from  this  House, 
occasioned  by  sickness.  It  is  not  my  puqwse  to  vindi- 
cate him.  He  needs  not  my  vindication.  On*  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vadck]  was  pleased  to  present  him 
to  lite  American  People  to  use  hia  own  language,  as, 
"tlie  leader  of  the  Jackson  patty.**  After  a  night's 
laborious  search  fbr  scraps  and  shreds  of  ^leccbes,  said 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  he  hu  spread  them  before 
tit  in  bold  relief^  Why  is  this  done  ?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman believe  the  American  People  are  so  credulous  as 
to  believe  that  the  political  opinions  of  any  one  man, 
however  distinguished,  wbioli  ne  may  aelect,  as  at  war 
witli  tlie  feelings  of  tlie  West,  are  the  opinions  of  what 
he  has  been  pleased  to  call  tbe  Jackson  party  *  1  pro 
teat  ^^inat  uie  gentleman's  right  to  make  up  fur  Mr. 
Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson  an  issue  upon  the  correctness 
or  incoTTectness  of  the  opinion  of  any  other  pelitician. 
Let  me  tell  tliat  gentleman,  that  the  Jackson  party,  as 
lie  has  been  pleased  to  call  it,  has  no  leader.  T)ie  People 
lead  in  his  cause.  Hiey  will  no  longer  tnist  this  all-im- 
portant subject  of  choosing  a  Chief  Ma^strate  in  the 
keeping  of  your  politicians.  They  feel  as  though  they 
had  been  wronged,  and  they  intend  to  right  themselrea. 
The  member  from  Oliio  lias  tuld  us  that  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Randolph]  if  this  Administration  falls,  deserves  more 
credit  fbr  its  downfall  than  any  other  three  men  in  the  na- 
tion :  and,  sir,  he  has  honored  him  wiUi  tlie  title  of  Re- 
cruiting Sergeant  of  the  Jackson  parly. 

[Mr.  VANCE  rose  to  exphun.  He  had  confeMcd,  Mr. 
V.  said,  thttthat  was  a  hasty  expression,  and  had  taken 
it  back  as  such,  upon  the  call  of  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  resumed  :  I  recollect  vcnr  well  that 
the  gentleman  said  he  took  back  his  words  t  that  did  not 
remore  tbe  impresdon  which  It  was  calculated  tu  make 


here  and  elaewhere.  Bu^  sir,  in  the  ■opinioa  of  Ibe  gM- 
tleman,  the  member  from  Virginia  is  newcd»  and  has 
been  viewed,  by  otb^  who  act  in  oppontion,  as 
contributing  to  die  downMI  of  the  hopes  of  this  Adnua- 
istration .  I'his  may  account  tor  the  reascm  why  such  pow- 
erfiil  efforts  have  been  made,  first,  to  destroy  htm  ptayai> 
cally,  and  next,  poliUeally.  Of  this  1  will  say  no  more : 
He  who  has  withstood  the  6re  of  the  CoaiDaiider4n.Chae( 
is  in  no  danger  from  the  light  troops. 

One  more  remark  in  answer  to  my  colle^ue^  [Mr. 
Bocsmaa.]  He  did  not,  in  ao  many  wnds,  say,  but  he 
meant  to  say,  that,  if  ever  General  Jackson  should  beHect' 
ed  President,  (which  he  most  fervently  prayed  to  God 
mi^t  never  happen,^  he  did  not  wish  to  be  here.  He 
bu  made  up  his  mind  to  retire.  He  did  not  widt  to  wit- 
ness the  long  ftcea  which  would  present  tbenaelvcs  is 
this  Hall.  What  is  it  that  tbe  gentkman  so  muchdieads^ 
I  can  assure  him  he  will  not  find  a  worse  pilot  at  tbe  helm 
of  State  than  we  now  have.  I  hope  we  shall  not  bare  worse 
times.  If  my  friend's  fears  are  of  a  personal  character,  and  I 
do  not  think  he  can  entertain  such,  1  can  only  ofiier  lo 
him  tbe  same  consolation  which  tbe  Highlander  csve  fc 
aflfriglited  American  prisoners,  during  the  Revwtioaa^ 
contest,  when  asked  to  tell  tiiem  what  would  be  their 
(kte  if  the  Urdted  States  fiuled  in  die  struggle.  *•  1  caosa* 
tell  ye  man,  his  majesty  is  a  merciful  roan,  he  wiQ  nst 
hang  lower  down  than  -  Colonels,  and  a  few  atroeioss 
characters."  The  questions  of  internal  improvement  and 
domestic  manufactures  have  been  alluded  to  by  my  col- 
league, and  a  prediction  of  their  downbll  is  presented  to 
our  minds  if  ever  Gen.  Jackson  shall  be  called  lo  preside 
over  the  destinies  (tf  this  Republic.  Efforts  have  beat 
made  elsewhere  to  produce  the  impresnoa  tbst  it  is  the 
object  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  all  who  support  him^  to  de- 
stroy and  break  down  the  great  interests  of  the  countty. 
This  I  pronounce  a  libel  upon  the  whole  course  of  bis 
public  life,  and  the  opinions  of  bis  friends.  It  wwiid  be 
stninjge,  indeed,  if.  smong  the  numerous  advocates  for  hia 
election,  there  should  not  eidst  s  ^fferenoe  of  o|MHa 
upon  the  subjects  alluded  to.  Are  alt  who  are  found  ia 
the  Administration  runks,  of  the  true  faith,  nccordingto 
the  standard  of  the  American  system  ?  The  joumuof 
Congress  furnish  us  with  the  best  evidences  of  the  pt^ 
cal  opinions  of  the  two  candidates  upon  Uiese  qaestiaa^ 
and  to  tliem  1  appeal.  He  who  has  maintained  the  ho- 
nor and  glory  of  his  country  in  tiotes  of  her  greatest  peril 
will  not  abandon  her  interests  in  times  of  peace,  llie 
same  patriotism  which  gave  life  and  energy  and  confideaee 
to  a  few  nw  and  undisciplined  militia,  and  led  them  t» 
victory  and  to  glory,  will  direct  the  energies  of  diis  natisa 
to  the  happiest  remits.  The  fate  of  tliese  nteasures  de- 
pends more  upon  the  good  sense  and  sound  discretioB  sf  its 
advocates,  in  the  halls  ctf  legtdatitMi,  than  upmi  the  inCv- 
dual  opinions  of  any  Executive.  I  refer  to  tbe  two  last 
Administrations,  I  might  say  the  three  lasL  Were  not 
the  opinions,  entertained  by  the  two  gentlemen  wholM 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  this  country,  adverse  to  be 
exercise  of  the  power  of  making  roads  a'tid  canals  by  &e 
General  Government,  and  hostile  to  the  tariff  ^  Vet  the 
Kepresentatives  of  the  People,  whose  business  it  is  to 
dispose  of  these  questions  t  all  time%  pursued  that 
course  which  soand  pdicy,  in  their  judgments,  dictated. 
I  will  tell  my  colleague  bow  these  great  interests  may  be 
destroyed— by  too  frequent  legislation,  by  a  partnl  k- 
pislation  upon  them.  They  may  be  endangered  whes 
demagogues  seize  upon  them  as  a  stalking  borse  to  ride 
into  power.  My  colleague,  in  a  spirit  of  exullatioii,  ad- 
monishes the  gentleman  firom  Vhginia,  .that  the  Ancicat 
Dominion  is  going  fbr  the  Admiiustrstion^  and  be  will 
himself  in  a  minority  in  his  own  State.  I  entreat  mj 
friend  not  to  lay  that  "  flattering  unction  to  his  souL" 
If  it  ^oukl  happen,  what  then  r  I  he  Administratioa 
mua^  acowdii^  to  ^eir  own  nik,  cbai^  iu  poOey. 
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From  some  examples  already  ftiniislied  us,  this  would 
not  be  difRciiU  to  do,  if  it  were  necevary  to  success. 

fhe  gentleman  Trom  Ohio,  j[Mr.  VasckI  told  us  "  that 
tite  Administration  party  in  this  llouw  had  been  proscrib- 
ed.** Proscribed  by  whom,  sir  i  By  the  presiding  ufi 
ficer  of  this  lluuse  *  O  no,  strj  the .  gentleman  acquits 
you.  Yet  he  will  h^ve  it  they  are  proscribed  and  uiuble 
to  move,  ir  any  thing  Hke  proscription  ia  known  or  frit 
by  tliat  gentleman,  it  must  be  a  proscription  by  the  Pen- 
pte.  The  particular  organization  of  ttie  Committees  of 
this  House  has  caused  the  gentleman  pain,  and  we  have 
witnessed,  in  the  fullneia  of  his  sufTennga^  the  deep  and 
'  lasting  injury  ioflicted  upon  the  nation,  by  an  injudicious 
•election  of  your  committees.  His  nrincipal  and  melan- 
choly afflictiuiif  is  mainly  fwcastonea  by  the  selection  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  That  committee,  says 
the  gentleman,  furnishes  evidence  of .  persotial,  political, 
and  sectional  pntscription.  I  use  the  remarks  the  gen> 
tlenan  as  near  as  I  can  remember  tiiem.  A  jtist  tribute 
is  paid  by  gen^eman  to  the  head  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  'That  commUtee  has  undei^ne  some  few 
changes  in  its  member  not  for  the  worse  1  hope.  His 
renaarks,  he  tells  iis,  are  tityt  pe^vorul .toward  the  Speaker 
of  this  House.  He  admits  the  selection  of  the  Chairman 
is  such  an  <mw  as  he  would  have  m^e  t  ihe  gentleman 
aust  liave  nne  ttutfc  of  complunt  aa  to  the  other  mem- 
ben  of  the  cemmiUee.  I  am  iMt  dbpoaed  to  complnn, 
ntyaelf,  of  the  geiitleroan's  particular  alhinon  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  comnHttee.  I  believe  they  are  competent, 
»nd  will  discharge  their  duty.  There  have  been  some 
changes  in  aH  the  committees,  fron)  what  they  were  last 
year,  and,  among  otliers,  the  gentleman  himself  has  been 
redoced  to  the  imnki.  tf  it  will  ctMUole  him*.^  yrofnise*  t)ie 
first  moment  I  on,  to  move,  that  be  be  made  Chi^niuuisMr 
the  MiliUr^  Commitlce  Inr  bferet  rank.  It  may  advance 
the.  public  iHtereat,  wbich  it  committed  to  the  charge  of 
that  otfmmittee.  • 

Yhe  genilcman  from  Ohio  has  entered  into  the  defence 
of  Mr.  Adams's  voles,  h  Senator  of  the  United  SUtes, 
npon  tlie  acquiution  oTLoi^na.  It  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive the  connexion  between  this,  itiid  the  subject  under 
discussion.  He  lias,  however,  disclosed  to  the  American 
People,  that  which  was  not  known  to  them  before,  when 
lie  tells  us,  "that  iir.  Adams's  opinions  upon  tliatsubjeci, 
were  the  sariie  as  Mr.  Jefferson's."  He  sa^s  they  were 
mere  .constitutional  scruples.  I  do  not  admit  tlie  correct- 
ncM  af  the  gentleman's  premises  or  h'u  conclusions.  I 
win  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  tlie  United  States,  to  acquire  territory  and  to 
g:nvem  it.  Nor  will  I  now  stop  to  inquire,  whether  Mr. 
Adams  might  not  have  beejt  influf^nccfl  by  other,  and 
very  ditfereiit  reasons,  than  those  which  have  been  as- 
signed fur  him.  One  Uiing  I  will  say,  .that  ,  he  and 
Mr.  JeOcfBoa  then  entcrtaioed  very  different  ptditieat 
opinions. 

IMr.  BKKNT  rote,  and  requested  that  Mr.  WicsLim 
would  give  way,  that  he  mi^tt  correct  a  misUke,  under 
which  he,  Mr.  Wickliipk,  m  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bbkkt, 
labored.    Mr.  WiCKurra  yielded  tlte  floor. 

Mr.  UBIiNT  (^served,  that  he  tlunked  the  gentleman 
for^'ieliUng  Hte,*floor,  a?id  alHording  him.an  opportunity 
to  piit  him  rigiit.in  a  naltftf-of-fact,  which  he  was  .  sure 
the  gentleman  had  iiot' intentionally  stated  incorrectly. 
It  is  a  fact,  said  Mr.  H.  that  Mr.  Adams  did  vote  for  tlie 
acquisition  of  Louisiana  t  and  he  made  a  very  able  and 
very  eloquent  speecli  upon  the  subject,  iff  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Slates.  Mr.  B.  was  about  I9  continue  h»  re- 
marks, when  Mr.  WICKLIl'Fli  ruse  9/id  said.,  the  gen. 
tleman  must  excuse  him  if  he  denied  his  right,  oi;  the 
present  occasion,  to  weld  a  speech  upon  him.] 

Mr.  WICKLIPFE  resumed.  I  did  not,  s^id  Mr.  W., 
introduce  this  topic  into  the  debate,  nor  am  I  much  be- 
nefitted oy  the  iiuurroatioii  which'  the  gentleman  has  giv^ 


me.  I  confess  !t  is  news  to  me,  and  it  will  be  news  to 
the  American  People.  In  return,  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  to  correct  him  in  a  matter-sf-lact  incorrectly  f>tat- 
e<l  by  him,  innocently  I  have  no  doubt.  It  is,  that  Mr. 
Adants  did  not  vote  fi>r  the  ac<iuigition  of  Loui^ana.  He 
had  not  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  when  the  treaty  was 
ratified.  The  vote  and  speech  alluded  to  by  the  gentle- 
m-srtf  was  upon  the  ordinary  appropriation  bill,  providing, 
in  part,  the  funds  to  pay  the  sum  atipuUted  by  the  treaty. 
The  political  school  to  which  Mr.  Adams  then  belonged, 
held,  if  they  tlo  not  now  entertain  the  same  opinion,  that, 
after  the  President  and  Senate,  the  treaty-making  power, 
had  concluded  a  treaty.  Congress  was  bouiwl  to  vote  the 
supplies.  Mr.  Adams  voted  ^inst  Uking  possession  of 
the  Territory.  He  voted  against  extending  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  over  the  Territory.  Nevertheless,  the 
Territory  was  taken  into  the  possession  of  the  United 
States,  and  our  laws  made  to  govern.  What  then  ensu- 
ed *  A  portion  of  our  Western  militia  had  been  detuled, 
nmler  the  aathority  of  the  Prendent,  to  take  posscsnon 
of  the  country,  l^iey  rendered  services  under  the  orders 
of  the  President  1^  the  United  States.  Afterthe  servicea 
were  rendered.  Congress  was  applied  to,  to  vote  the  mo- 
ney to  pay  them.  M?.  Adams  voted  against  the  bill.  Waa 
there  any  constitutional  objections  to  the  passage  of  tins 
bill  >  '  If  this  subject  had  not  been  forced  upon  me,  I 
should  not  have  touched  in  TIm  journals  of  the  Sen- 
ate will  bear  me  out  in  all  I  have  Yes^  sir,  and 
more. 

Tbi  gentleman  (W>m  Ohio  has  favored  the  House  with 
a  copious  extract  of  a  letter,  written,  or  said  to  be  written, 
by  tlie  member  from  Virginia,  in  which  the  name  of  Mr. 
Crawford  is  introduced.  Frotoi  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Craw- 
■fbrdhas,  on  this  occasion,  as  on  fot«erone%  received  the 
trilfute  uf  respect  justly  duetv  hia  public  and  private  viN 
idcs.  .  The  member  from  Ohio  bad  Mr.  Crawf<nd  pros- 
trated, deAroyed,  physically  and  politically,  by  the  unjust 
persecution  of  His  enemies.  Not  tfidy  politically  but  men- 
tally prostrated,  says  the  gentleman.  Tliis  im^nary  de- 
stniclion  of  the  mind  of  Mr.Crawfttrd,  is  perhaps  inferred^ 
by  (he  gentleman  tnm  Ohio,  from'the  net,  that  this  pa- 
triot and  statesman  has  publicly  avowed  himself  to  be  in 
lator  of  the  election  of  the  **  Military  Chieftain." 

[Mr.  VANCE  desired  to  explain-  He  decUred  that 
such  a  thouglil  was  the  most  distant  ftom  his  mind.  Iln 
knew  not  the  present  opinions  of  Uiat  gentleman  f  nor  did 
he  know  fur  whom  he  intended  tc  vote.  He  bad,  uidecd, 
heard  something  mmered  upon  that  subject,  but  all  re- 
ference to  it^was  moat  distant  froda  his  miiui  when  he  ad- 
dreswd  the  Mouse.] 

Mr.  WICKLIPFE  continued.  Who  were  engaged  in 
the  persecution  of  Mr.  Crawford  t  I  vMl  not  atop  to  in- 
qtiife.  I  Iwve  by  me  the  opinion  of  one  individml,  who 
thought  then,  and  who  tf  links  and  act«  now,  with  the  mem- 
ber  frora-Ohid,  on  the  Presidential  election,  with  which  I 
ViU  picaently  fiivor  the  gei^Aanan.  He  wiU  take  it  for 
as  much  as  (t  u  worth.  ' 

Ono  other  remark  of  the"  gentleman  deserves  a  passing 
notice.  He  says  neither  of  the  parties  claim  for  them- 
selves to  be  the  republican  party  exclusively.  What  parti- 
cular name  the  gendeman  sliall  please  to  designate  his  own 
party  by,  is  no  cnncemmcnt  of  mine.  It  »  not  always 
that  the  character  of  a  ship  is  detemuned  by  the  colors 
which  liaiig  at  the  mast  head  ;  the  best  evidence  will  be 
her  papers  and  crew,  especially  her  captain.  I  wfll  draw 
upon  the  gentleman's  own  friends,  who  act  withf  him,  for 
facts  aitd  evidences  to  determine  the  true  cllferacfer  of  the 
ctimmaitder,  and  tiiose  on  board-  A  gentleman*  of  high 
standing,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  a  native 
citizen  ul  Massachusetls,  intimately*  and  extemively  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  chuafeVer  bf  the  Chief  Hi^ 

.*  Hun.  John  lMinM,«rMidnik  ■ 
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trate,  now  his  warm  anil  zealous  stippnrter,  has  given  to 
the  worlil  hisupiniuiis  upon  the  imbject  (  hear  him,  ii) 
his  own  Iangua}Te.  Of  the  ekler  Mr.  Adams,  he  says : 
*'l1ie  old  gentleman  nooscftscd  very  aristocratic  feelings. 
,  He  wu  in  favor  oT  taking  all  Executive  power  from  the 
Senate,  and  vesting  it  in  Uie  President  i^  Ibe  United 
States.  Tlie  son  was  bom  and  nurtured  in  these  reelings, 
received  his  early  impressions  of  men  and  things  at  thu 
Cottrts  of  European  monarchs,  at  an  age  when  his  mind 
and  heart  naturally  conscious  uf  high  descent,  were  easi- 
ly captivated  with  the  splendor  of  n^lty.  He  brought 
lioine  these  feelings,  and  be  has  canied  them  so  &r 
throt^fb  life  with  him,  be.cant  divest  binufclf  of  them  i 
and  he  appears  awkward  when  he  attempts  it.  He  is  na- 
turally ana  habitually  an  aristocrat.  Mr.  Adams  was  the 
advocate  of  his  father's  ahen  and  sedition  laws,  his  direct 
tuxes,  his  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  his  extravagant 
expenditures,  his  useless  multiplicition  uf  olBccrs,  his 
wxteen  midnight  Judges.  Ke  was  the  reviler  of  Jeffer- 
son, the  fiithcr  of'^ the  republican  party,  and  of  all  his  wor- 
thy and  venerated  compeers.  He  made  a  scandaloussong 
about  him,  at  a  lime  when  he  was  doin^  more  for  the  Na- 
tion than  any  other  man.  lie  acted  with  the  federal  par* 
ly,  until  he  found,  in  the  bnguage  of  his  father,  that  they 
were  "at  the  bottom  of  the  hill."  The  whole  family, 
then,  i^multatieoudy,  put  round,  or  pretended  to  put 
rouud,  and  Mt  with  the  republican  parly." 
Again,  lie  says  of  Mr.  Adams  : 
**  He  has  courted  the  federal  party  too  much.  His  own 
friends  and  his  father's  friends  are  to  be  fbund  among 
tlicm.  There  is  his  first  love,  there  are  his  warmest  at- 
tachments. Rufus  King  heads  the  catalogue  of  his  friends, 
and  H.  G.  Oti^  and  other  authors  tsS  the  flartfiird  Conven- 
tion, are  on  our  list.  Hie  Editor  of  the  Braton  Centinel 
is  made  a  printer  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  by  his 
influence,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  republican 
members  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts." 
,      •  •  •  •  • 

"He  has  taken  an  important  portion  of  the  printing  of 
the  United  States  from  the  National  Intelligencer,  a  pa- 
per which  has  tlie  most  extensive  circulaliuii  of  any  one 
in  the  Union,  because  it  supports  )lr.  Crawford  for  the 
Prendency,  and  has  given  it  to  tiie  National  Journal,  of 
very  limited  circulation,  because  it  supports  him." 

What  says  tlie  same  gentleman  upon  the  subject  of  the 
persecution  of  Mr.  Crawford,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  Ohio  i 

*'He  LMr.  Adams]  has  attempted  to  sustain  the  infa- 
mous ,  in  his  dastardly  attack  upon  Ur.  Craw- 
ford, in  defiance  oftlie  moral  sense  of  the  People  of  this 

nation  ;  and  by  some  it  is  believed,  that  was  only 

tlie  I'unch  of  the  puppet  show,  who  spoke  as  he  was 
pmmpted  by  the  chief  jugglers  behind  the  scene." 

Now,  sir,  let  as,  in  order  the  better  to  determine  the 
national  character  of  this  vessel,  turn  our  attention  to  the 
crew.  Here  again  I  must  draw  to  my  aid  the  lestimur.y 
of  gentlemen  on  the  same  side,  acting  and  co-operating 
with  the  ^nthtman  fttim  Ohio.  Its  competency  or  cre- 
ilihility  wdl  not  be  disputed.  I  extract  it  as  tlie  opinion 
(if  ihc  Editor  of  the  Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette,  whose  de- 
ration nml  zcul  in  support  of  the  re-election  ot'  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, none  will  (juesliun.  To  use  a  very  common  phrase, 
it  is  from  high  authoriiy,  and  an  undoubted  source.  I 
give  you  his  words,  when  speaking  ol  the  Hartford 
Convention : 

"  It  is  believed  [says  the  Gazette]  that  every  member 
of  that' Convention,  now  living-,  is  a  friend  to  the  re-elec- 
tiun  of  Mr.  A<Iams.  At  tlic  time  of  his  election,  one  of 
them  (Hon.  Mr.  Longfellow)  was  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  gave  his  vote  for  Mr.  Adams.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Olcott, 
another  member,  voted,  in  the  New  HantpiJiire  Legisla- 
tive Caucus,  in  favor  ot  Mr.  Adams  :  the  Hun.  Mr.  Hall, 
uotlier  member,  lately  distin|rulshcd  himself  in  the  Vcr> 


mont  Legislature,  in  support  of  the  Administration  \  and 
Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Goditard  were  chosen  members  of  the 
Uarrbburg  Convention.  If  all  tlie  Hartford  Conventiosr 
men  should  withdnw  their  support  from  Mr.  Adsms,  bis 
re-election  woukl  be  dt-spcrate.  The  country  was  in 
daii|^er  of  being  overnm  by  Uie  enemy,  till  the  Hertford 
Convention  men  came  forward  to  its  o^Dce  s  and  if  tbe 
llartfonl  Convention  men  withhold  their  luppoil,  tbe 
cauffe  of  Mr.  Adams  is  lost." 
■  Tbe  Essex  Register,  a  kindred  print,  says  : 

We  would  sooner  trust  any  member  of  the  HaitfSonl 
Convention  in  office,  tlian  Levi  WoodBury,  or  Isaac  HiH 
of  New  Hamp^ire,  and  the  three  leading  patriots  of 
Maine,  who  are  fuUninating  their  anatbemaa  agaiast  tbe 
Hartford  ConveDttoo.*^  •  •  • 
Again : 

"  We  ask  the  aid  of  no  man  who  we  are  not  wnCi^  to 
consider  our  equal,  and  on  as  fair  ground  aa  ounelves. 
•  •  •  This  yieldingtothe.carrent^judice,  and  ra'ai^ 
thehiieatKlct7sgainsttlioBewhoieaidwe  necd.ba^sen- 
ble  policy.  I'he  Hartford  ConvenliontatB  are  saidto  be  w 
favor  of  Mr.  Adams  i  and  so  are  all  the  jieadinK  Fedenl- 
ists  of  New  EngUnd,  except  some  few  who  never  forgive 
an  offence." 

I  will  not  give  utterance  to  my  feelings,  which  the 
meeting  of  that  Convention  gave  birtlt  to.  I  never  think 
ofit  but  with  horror.    Tbe  leaders  of  that  Conventioi 

cowered  under  the  triumph  <^  their  country,  uid  vvtiicd 
sickened  at  its  glory.  1  rejoice  tliat  they  are  against  m. 
It  increases  tbe  confidence  1  have  in  the  justice  of  ear 

cause. 

With  one  more  remark,  I  stiall  take  my  leave  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  Ue  was  pleased  to  afitknpate  as 
posuble,  what  be  seemed  fo,  and  I  have  no  doiwt  docs 
deprecate,  the  election  of  Andrew  Jackson,  as  Prenletit 
of  the  United  SUtes  :  "  Then,"  he  exclums,  "  we  wB 
have  Uie  glorious  privilege  of  driving  through  the  mud 
up  to  the  hub,  huzsaingfor  the  Southern  pi^icy.  No 
niids,  no  canal^  no  UrifT ;  tlie  Richmond  party,  utd  Gen- 
eral Jackson  forever."  I  believe  I  quote  the  gentle- 
man's  own  words.  Let  me  say  to  him,  U»*t,  shoold  he 
and  his  party  triumph,  then,  indeed  may  he  excbia': 
"  we  have  triAimphed  over  the  ^rit  of  the  Coostitutioa  \ 
by  power  and  patroni^  we  have  made  ourselves  po- 
pulart  we  have  converted  a  minority  into  a  majority; 
huzza  for  ■  light  houses  of  the  skies,'  national  univetsi- 
ties ;  the  Repreiientative  is  no  longer  palsied  by  the  will 
of  his  constituents— we  have  established  tbe  line  of  aafie 
precedents. 

Tliis  leads  me,  sir,  to  the  reflection  of  past  eventsi  oob- 

nccted  with  the  gentleman's  effort  to  fix  the  chai^  of 
inconsistency  upon  others.  I  do  not  say  tliat  gentleman 
is  obnoxious  to  the  charge.  1  was  impressed,  frnxibly 
impressed,  with  the  sound  political  principles  which  were 
embodied  in  the  address  of  a  meeting  ^  tbe  friends  of 
tlie  Secretary  of  State,  at  Columbtis,  in  Ohio^  at  wlikb 
that  gentleman  [Mr.  Vabcb]  presided,  and  which  bas 
been  presented  to  the  world  under  tbe  bigfa  aancBon  of 
his  name.  It  connects  itself  with  this  subject.  Tbe 
House,  I  hope,  will  permit  me  to  read  a  few  passages 
from  this  document. 

'•M'ere  Mr.  Clay  wltlidtawn,  the  result  as  to  the  elec- 
tion by  Electors,  would,  most  prubably  be  tbe  same  i  er, 
if  it  wcK  not,  it  would  place  in  the  Presidential  Clwrone 
of  the  present  Cabinet — an  event,  which  it  was  the  first 
object  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  CUy  to  prevent  i  not  in  re> 
ferencc  to  the  men,  but  to  the  principle.  Under  tbe 
strong  persuasion  that  llie  public  good,  and  a  due  reganl 
'  H  fair  operation  of  the  Republican  ma^m  of  "rotation 
oflice,'  required  that  the  next  President  should  not  be 
taken  from  tbe  present  Executive  Cabinet,  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  support  Mr.  Clay  for  that  office,  «a  the  persea 
cumlnning  at  least  as  many  qualifications  as  any  other  that 
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CoiiM  be  nftm«cl,  with  the  Biime  prospect  of  aiiccew.  It 
was  huped  thai  thoae  who  hud  the  same  general  object  in 
view  would  have  Bacnflccd  personal  considerations,  and 
united  in  effecting  that  ohjcct.  It  was  particnbriy  hoped, 
ttwt  the  Western  country  would  have  presented  an  undi- 
vided phdamt  upon  this  great  public  question  t  ^nd  it  is 
deeply  regrettea,  that  another  camlidate  should  be  nam- 
ed and  supported  in  the  West,  with  the  same  object,  and 
forfthe  same  purpose.  But,  while  the  adyocates  of  Mr.  Clay 
express  this  regret,  they  pretend  not  to  question  the  integ- 
rity of  motirei  or  purity  of  intention*  which  has  produced 
this  anfortuiMte  state  M  things :  nor  can  they  fortwsr  to 
tndu^  the  belief*  that  the  dtrernon  will  be  mucb  less 
extensive,  and  inischievoui,  than  is     some  supposed." 

Hy  interpretation  of  this  language  is,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject  which  the  mutual  fHends  of  the  Western  candidates 
(yes,  sir,  and  the  objeci  of  the  candidates  toc>>  had  in 
view,  was  the  breaking  down  this  '*  line  of  safe  prece- 
'  dents  this  almost  certain  succession  from  the  State 
Department,  and  to  elect  from  the  great  body  of  the 
People  a  Republican,  who  would  come  into  office  uncom- 
mitted to  parties,  untrammelled  by  batons;  who  would 
administer  this  Government  in  the  spirit  and  simplicity  of 
its  institutions.  Whether  the  gentleman  has  changed  his 
principles,  what  new  lights  beamed  upon  his  understand' 
m%  after  his  arrival  at  the  Seat  of  Government  in  182^ 
are  questions  which  it  becomes  me  not  to  answer.  I 
may  be  allowed  to  ezprcss  my  regrets  that  tfie  gentleman 
helped  **to  place  in  the  Presidential  chair  one  of  the  pre- 
sent [then]  Cabinet,  an  event  which  it  was  the  first  ob* 
ject  of  the  friends  of  Ur.  Clay  tu  prevent.**  ]  quote  the 
gentleman's  own  language. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Dohbst]  next  de- 
nunds  a  pasvng  notice.  That  gentleman  has,  in  the  de- 
bat^  dtstmpiished  himself  by  the  zeal  of  his  vindication  of 
the  immaculate  purity  of  the  men  in  power,  and  of  their 
measures  t  and  he  has,  in  his  accustomed  brevity,  under- 
taken specifically  the  vindication  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Ruius  King  ;  the  payment  of  an  outfit  of  *4,S00  to 
John  A .  King,  for  coming  home  i  the  payment  of  $  1,950 
to  John  H.  Pleasants  the  Editor  ofthe  Richmond  Whig, 
as  pretended  bearer  of  despatches  from  this  Government 
to  the  Ooremment  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Of  each,  in  their 
order,  I  propose  to  say  a  few  words,  llie  apptuntment 
of  Mr.  Kufus  King,  I  think,  was  an  unfi)rmnate  one. 
The  gentleman  says  he  was  taken  sick.  He  forgot  to  tell 
US,  however,  that  our  Secretary  omitted  to  furnish  him 
with  his  instructions.  Had  he  enjoyed  good  health, 
he  was  not  authorized  to  act.  So  it  was,  he  did  nothing, 
returned  home,  and  left  his  son,  John  A.  Kine-,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  key  of  the  bureau  which  contained  the  papers 
belonging  to  tite  legation,  who  remained  in  London  with- 
out authority  to  do  any  thing  until  Mr.  Gallatin  arrived,  a 
peiiod  of  ^ouf  sixty  days.  John  A.  King,  for  thisservice 
pro  hoc  vietf  is  made  Chaiw^  dcs  Alfaires  i  and  on  his 
arrival  the  President  paid  him  the  sum  of  about  ^6,500 
out  of  a  fund  appropriated  by  Congress  for  other  pur- 
posest  whidi  payment  I  contend,  aiid  will  prove,  was  in 
violation  of  the  usage  of  this  Government,  and  against 
the  express  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  1 81 0.  Hy 
the  Constitution  of  (he  United  Slitcs,  "  no  money  shall  be 
drawnfromthe  Treasury  of  tlie  United  States,  butin  con- 
sequence of  approprialions  made  by  law."  Fortlje  safely 
of  our  Treasury,  and  to  guard  against  abuses,  we  make, 
annually,  specific  appropriations  for  specified  purposes, 
and  especiallv  for  the  pigment  of  aalanc*.  We  are  com- 
pelled (to  meet  such  contingencies  as  cannot  well  be  anti- 
cipated) to  appropriate  agross  sum,  which  we  denominate 
the  contingent  fimd.  Out  of  this  fund  I  deny  the  power 
ofthe  President  to  pay  tl>e  salary  of  a  Foreign  Minister, 
or  an  outfit  to  a  Cliai^i  des  Affaires  for  coming  home. 
Hy  the  second  section  ofthe  act  of  Congress,  passed  in 
lolO,  as  if  with  the  view  io  prevent  the  payment  of  this 


sum  to  John  A.  King,  (for  the  law  is  as  explicit  as  the  En- 
glisli  language  can  make  it,)  it  is  provided,  '*  that,  to  en- 
title any  Charg£  des  Affaires  to  the  compensalion  therein 
provided,  he  shall  be  appointed  hy  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate."  By  the  first  section  ofthe  act,  the  President 
may  allow  to  a  Charg^  des  Affaires,  on  going  fi^m  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  country,  an  outfit — not  on 
his  coming  to  tlic  United  States  from  a  fbreign  country. 
This  act  will  be  found  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  SUtes,  page  309.  The  President,  In  no  ease, 
even  under  this  law,  is  authorized  to  pay  an  outfit  or  an 
infit,  unless  Coi^;ress,  by  law,  shall  first  appropriate  the 
money.  He  may,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Charg6  des 
Affah^s,  impose  tfie  obligation  upon  Congress  to  appro- 
priate J  bnt,  until  this  is  done,  he  is  not  justified  in  takii% 
money  appropriated  for  other  purposes.  John  A.  King 
never  was  appointed  by  the  President.  His  appointment 
never  "was  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  He  came  from  a 
foreign  country  to  the  United  States.  In  fact,  he  render- 
ed no  services  as  Charg£  des  Affaires  ;  and,  for  about  sixty 
days,  while  he  had  the  possession  .of  the  diplomatic  port 
folio,  he  is  paid  the  sum  of  $6,500—*  compensation  at  the 
rate  of  $39,000  per  annum.  And  this  is  the  act  ofthe  Ad- 
minbtration  which  the  gentleman  fVom  Marybnd  justifies, 
and  says  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
Government,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  so,  Mr.  Speaken 
it  is  high  time  we  should  change  the  practice,  and  amend 
the  law, 

John  Hampden  Pleasants,  the  Editor  of  the  Richmend 
Whig,  most  loud  in  the  praises  of  this  Administration,  and 
the  abuser  of  all  who  will  not  sing  hosannas  to  the  pow- 
ers that  be,  has  had  his  drag  upon  the  IVeastiry  of  the 
Uuited  States,  for  vahiable  services  never  rendered.  Hiis 
case,  of  alt  others  Uie  least  defensible  and  m'ost  reprehen- 
nble,  has  found  an  able  advocate  on  this  floor,  in  the  per* 
son  of  the  member  from  Maryland.  Take  the  g«nlleman*« 
own  account  of  it,  and  what  is  it  ?  That  Mr.  Pleasants 
was  employed  to  bear  despatches  (whether  newspapen 
or  not  is  not  stated)  fnim  this  Government  to  that  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  He  sailed  from  New  York,  and,  after  he 
had  got  underway,  he  left  his  despatches  in  charge  of 
the  captun,  took  shipping  and  sailed  for  Europe,  for  his 
health  ( for  he,  too,  it  seems,  (unfortunately  for  the  Ad- 
ministration, says  the  gentleman,)  was  taken  wck.  I 
agree  this  is  rather  an  unfortunate  affair.  He,  however, 
went  to  Europe  for  his  health.  It  is  admitted  he  never 
went  to  Buenos  Ayres.  What  became  of  the  despatches 
—of  what  they  cmuisted— we  are  left  to  conjecture.  Mr. 
Pleasants,  however,  survives  his  severe  indisposition,  and 
retums  to  the  United  SUtes,  and  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
with  a  knowledge  that  he  had  nut  been  to  Buenos  Ayre-s 
paid  him,  out  of  ilie  public  Treasury— yes,  air,  out  of  this 
most  convenient  fund  of  ••contingent  expenses"' — the 
sum  of  $1,950,  for  services  which  be  never  performed. 
1  state  the  naked  facts,  and  appeal  to  every  member  who 
hears  me,  to  say,  in  his  candor,  can  he  justify  this  act  ? 

The  payment  of  the  sum  to  King,  it  should  be  bonic  in 
mind,  was  while  Congreaa  was  in  session.  Why  was  not  • 
application  nude  to  the  Representatives  ofthe  People  to 
appropriate  this  money  I  If  it  had  been  as  much  devoted 
as  that  Congress  was  to  respond  to  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive, I  do  not  hazard  much  tn  saying  that  tMa  amount 
never  wonkl  have  bet'n  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  a  law 
of  CfHigress.  ITue  business,  by  some  niewii  not  known 
lo  me,  became  the  subject  »rf  inqidry  last  winter.  It  seems 
that  some  of  the  clerks  of  the  Department  were  aunpect- 
ed  of  having  divulged  or  made  it  public.  If  I  correctly 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  they  were, 
one  hy  one,  summoned  to  accoiiiii,  and  a  threat  fulmimted 
against  the  one  who  had  given  any  item  of  this  afliiir. 
The  member  from  Rhode  Island,  {Hr.  Paauea]  who 
seemed  to  speak  on  yc8terd:iy  as  one  having  authority, 
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toW  ut  he  wu  authorized  to  contndict  this  Btalement.  1 
uk  or  him  wl)o  authorized  lum  *  Will  he  condescend 
ao  fiu-  as  to  tell  ua i  sliouM  rather  infer,  rrom  tlie  course 
of  llie  remarka  of  the  gentleoun  fK>m  Haryhnd,  lh»t  the 
jjcnUemm't  witbOTity  wu  not  (4>t>ined  finm  the  fountain. 

I  understand  the  member  from  Uatyland  »  impTiedly 
admitting  the  (ruth  of  ihe  statement.    What,  air,  has  it 
come  to  this,  that  the  officer*  of  your  Goremment,  the 
Clerks  of  yoiir  Departments,  dare  not  apeak  of  the  dia- 
burscmenU  of  the  money  of  the  People  >   If  this  be  the 
case.  It  is  high  time  for  the  Representatives     the  People 
to  apply  the  corrective.  I1ie  member  from  Rhode  bland 
made  one  other  remark,  which  dewnrea  notice.  Hbwords 
were,  **  Tliat  the  patronage  of  this  Government  belongs 
to  tlte  party,  and  it  ought  i  n  be  used,  and  he  hopes  it  vdl 
be  used,  lo  protect  its  friends"— yes,  sir,  to  protect  its 
friends.    By  the  patrofuge  of  this  Government  is  meant 
the  money  of  the  Government  expended  in  the  emplity- 
ment  of  suitable  persons  as  agents  or  officers  to  do  the 
pubfic  business ;  and  I  deny  tba  ri^t  to  use  it  for  patty 
purposes,  for  the  protection  ofthefKendsofthe  party, 
when  that  shall  be  the  primary  object  <^  any  Administra- 
tion, in  the  exercise  of  its  patronage,  we  may  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  1,950  dollars  paid  to  a  favorite  Editor  of  a 
newspaper  for  Be rv ices  never  rendered,  and  6,500  dollars 
paid  to  a  membertof  a  powerful  and  influential  family  in  a 
great  State.   The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that,  no 
■ooner  was  the  Administration  organized,  than  the  cry  of 
*'  Baigain,  uitrigue,  and  nanuement !"  was  heard  from 
the  ranks  of  the  Opposition.    These  are  not  terms  of  my 
creation — I  use  nothanl  names,   i  kmk  at  things  aa  they 
are,  and  form  my  own  opinions,  and  act  accordingly.  Has 
not  the  gentleman  done  the  Oppooition,  as  he  calls  it,  in- 
justice, or  rather  his  own  friends  injustice,  in  ascribing 
to  the  fwmn-  the  origin  and  the  application  of  these  liard 
names  ?   Permit  me  to  refer  the  gentleman  to  a  docu> 
ment^  in  which  he  will  ftnd  much  usefiil  paUtieal  mat 
ter,  and  in  which  he  will  find  used,  aa  if  in  a  mirit  of 
prophecy,  the  very  words  referred  to.    It  is  the  ad> 
dress  of  the  State  Committee  of  Kentucky,  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  year  1824,  who  were  zealously 
supporting  the  cause  of  that  gentleman's  election,  most 
of  whoim  1  believe,  still  adhere  to  lum  with  a  devotion  1 
^11  not  condemn.   That  committee,  when  invoking  tlieir 
fellow  citizens  to  a  united  effort  in  tlie  cause  of  their  can- 
didate, as  necessary  to  prevent  the  election  of  President 
from  devolving  on  Congress  in  1824,  close  their  labors 
■mth  tbis  patriotic  and  prophetic  admonition  to  iheir  fellow 
citizens  :  <'  Remember,  that,  after  the  choice  of  F.lectors 
once  takes  place,  their  voice  will  no  more  be  heard  in 
this  contest  All  will  be  carried  by  influence  and  intrigue, 
bargain  and  management.    He  who  Iws  the  most  exten- 
sive means  o'f  influence,  and  will  pronuse  the  most  fevors, 
will  have  the  prospect  of  success  t  and  the  nation  will  re- 
ceive the  Preudent,  not  from  the  pure  hands  of  the  Peo- 
ple, hut  from  a  club  of  political  managers  and  intriguers." 
I  hope  in  future  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  will  not 
rob  hiaown  frienda  of  their  juat  daima  to  political  fore- 
cast, with  a  view  <d ^ving  to  his  opponents  credit  for 
that  they  do  not  deserve. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  haa  drawn  to  himself  and 
his  friends  consolation,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  difficulties, 
from  the.  recollection  of  the  fact,  that  tlie  administration 
of  Washington,  of  the  elder  Adams,  of  JeOersoa,  and  of 
Mr.  Madison,  were  opposed— ay,  air,  and  (he  gentleman 
leaves  the  public  to  draw  the  inference,  tliat  th^,  too, 
were  opposed,  by  an  "  unprincipled  hction."  I  wish  I 
due  so  lar  tax  the  patience  of  this  Hmtee  aa  to  pursue  tlie 
gentleman  in  this  part  of  his  remarks.  1  should  like  to 
dwell  upon  by-go.ie  times,  and  to  place  to  tlie  proper  sc. 
count  the  events  of  those  days.  But  I  forbear.  I  will 
trust  to  other  hands.    Sir,  I  rejoice  at  the  result  of  tbe 


oppontion  to  the  ehler  Adams  ;  it  was  seconded  1^ 
sound  heads  and  pure  hearts,  and  its  results  were  auspi- 
cious. Democracy  triurqphed,  and  the  national  vcsacl 
was  brought  round  on  her  Republican  tack.  I  admit  that 
the  aticceas  of  the  Republtcans^  under  tbe  giudawee  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  gave  activity  to  his  opponenu^  and  the 
hope  of  success  increased  the  bitterness  of  tbor  gaU. 
May  I  ask  the  gentleman  where  was  the  present  <Aief 
Magistrate  in  that  contest  t  I  might  extend  tliis  inquiry. 
I  will  not  do  it.  When  the  second-election  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son prostrated  the  political  hones  (M*  certain  men,  we 
soon  beard  of  "summersets,  of  adhcsionsgiven  in.**  That 
contest,  like  this,  was  one  between  lib«ly  and  power, 
betweoi  tbe  aristocracy  and  the  denMcncy  of  the  eom- 
tiy.  This  contest,  like  that,  I  trust,  will  trmmpli  in  the 
success  of  sound  principle*.  But,  nr,  tite  gentlenan 
complains  that  the  administration  of  the  great  and  tbe 
good  Mr.  Madison  was  opposed.  Te«,  sir,  it  was  oppooed 
and  by  wliom?  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  name  them. 
This  Government,  in  defence  of  ita  honw,  its  naliowal 
character,  if  not  iu  national  existence,  was  cwmpcUed  I* 
make  that  appeal  which  is  the  last,  tbe  moat  to  be  depki^ 
ed  among  nations.  A  war  was  declared  ;  Uiat  done,  po- 
litical clamor  should  have  suhuded,  and  party  spbit  sub- 
dued itself  in  the  love  of  country.  Many,  very  many,  who 
did  not  approve  the  measure,  like  patriots,  bared  their 
breasts  to  the  steel  of  the  enemy.  There  were  otben, 
ves,  air,  others,  who,  in  the  heat  of  politicid  excitement 
lost  sight  of  the  glory  and  safety  of  their  country.  The 
calamities  Mid  nuafbrtunes  of  war  were  said  to  remit  from 
a  <*  weak  and  penurious  Government.**  In  certain  por- 
tions of  this  Union,  a  spirit  was  abroad  lo  oppoae  every 
measure  of  the  Government  by  which  tbe  contest  was  lo 
be  brought  to  a  result  honorable  to  the  country.  In  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rlwde  IsUnd,  and  Connecticut,  the  principle 
had  been  asserted,  lliat  the  militia  could  not  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Statea  for  ofllenaive  war  i  that 
ihey  were  only  bound  to  fight  when  our  enemy  invaded 
our  lerritoryi  that  they  were  not  bound  toobey  the  orders 
of  any  officer  of  Ihe  Gener^  Government,  unless  tbe  Pre. 
ndent,  tn  propria  pertona,  took  the  field  and  directed  their 
operations.  In  plain  Englisli,  that  they  would  not  fight 
the  battles  of  their  country.  Such  was  tbe  stale  of  feefiw 
in  Massachusetts,  that  the  Legislature  resolved  *'  that  « 
was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  relipous  pe<qile  to  rejoice 
ill  the  victory  of  otirarma." 

I  find  by  reference  to  tbe  Journals  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  tlwt  the  ^ntleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Dan- 
sii]  introduced  certain  resolutions  denounciiiK  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Madison  in  the  boldest  terms.  Allow 
me  to  read  from  these  resolutions  a  few  extracts. 

*<  Btaf^ved,  That  the  declaration  of  war  i^nst  Great 
Dritain,  by  a  amall  miyuriiy  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stittes,  was  unwise  and  impditic,  and,  if  unsucce**. 
ful,  the  grtnd  object  contended  fur  must  be  abandoned." 

"  Hedohed,  I'bat  the  conduct  of  the  GovenKHi*  of  Msa- 
sachusetls,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  re«pectiBg 
the  quota  of  militia  demanded  from  them,  reflectively, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  tbe  United  States,  was  cow* 
alituUonal,  and  merita  our  decided  approbation.  " 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  tbe  gentleman,  and  here 
are  the  grounds  of  his  oppoKtion  to  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Madison  ;  and  because  that  opposition  was  unholy, 
and  at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  an  agonized  couatvy, 
the  gt^ntleman  has  very  logically  brought  his  mind  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  nothing  pure,  hut  all  is  selfish,  in  the 
oppoution  to  the  present  Administration. 
[Mr.  DORSEY  here  desired  Lave  to  explain.] 
Mr.  WICKUFI-E  continued  :  Sir,  1  duiU  soon  dose 
my  remarks,  and  then  1  will,  witli  pleasure,  hear  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  referred  to  this  resolution  in  no 
spirit  of  bad  feeling  ;  certainly  none  to  his  gaUant  and 
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[II.  OT  ft. 


patriotic  State  i  the  ndor  and  patriotism  of  whose  brave 
nufitta  gave  im  much  to  admire  at  the  battle  of  Balliniore» 
moch  more  thin  it  gare  the  enemy  to  he  proud  of.  When 
the  citizens  of  that  State  saw  danref.  (hey  left  their  poli- 
tical leaders,  and  met  it,  and  repelled  tlie  adranee  of  an  in- 
vadiflp  enemy.    These  political  dissensions  nve  confi- 
dence to  our  enemy — taking  cMirgge,  at  if  invited  to  oar 
embraces,  ;he  enveloped  ^our  Capitis  in  flames.  The 
nartfiwd  Convention  were  in  secret  conclave  :  yuur  Presi- 
dent was  pronounced  by.  a  member  on  this  floor  [  Mr.  Kine  ] 
sadeservmg  a  halter..  In  the  West,  sir,  we  were  bleeding 
at  eveiy  pore.   It  was  a  struggle  who  would  do  most  fiir 
his  ceuntiy,  who  should  offer  up  hia  life  in  defence  of  her 
liberties.   Disaster,  defeat,  and  masncre,  attended  our 
effivts  on  the  Northwestern  frontier,  in  the  onset.  Hordes 
of  savages  poured  in  upon  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of 
our  Southern  frontier.    Our  commercial  emporium  was 
tlireatened—our  properly  and  our  women  offered  as  Uie 
**  booty  and  beauty**  of  an  ozaspcraled  soldiery  t  gloom 
every  where  overspread  our  divided  Commonwealth.  At 
this  period,  we  behold  the  mucli  abused  **  Militaiy  Chief- 
tain," the  plain  former  of  Tennessee,  impelleti  by  the 
ardnr  of  hii  patriotism,  his  devotion  to  his  country,  to 
offer  himself  as  a  willing  sacrifice  for  the  safety  of  that 
CMntry.    Wherever  he  goea  vietenr  erowns  his  efiSaita  i 
he  inspires  confidence  in  all  around  him  i  be  creates  the 
means  of  war,  as  the  emeigeney  demands,   in  the  love 
of  country  he  lust  sight  of  self ;  resolved  to  "  conquer  or 
perish  in  the  last  ditch."    Sir,  I  will  not  extend  the  con- 
trast   I  do  not  give  to  the  mighty  spirit  who  ciHnmand- 
cd,  the  entire  credit.    No,  nr  t  the  OMn  under  bis  com- 
mand—men  who  did  not  stop  to  enquire  about  the  boun- 
dary line  of  their  country,  who  cam  not  who  command- 
ed them,  BO  victory  crowned  their  efforts,  share  with  him 
ny  gratitude,  and,  1  tmit,  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
•   I  have  done.    I  alwll  vote  for  the  rcsohitiom  «f  my  cm- 
league.    1  would  prefer  the  subject  diould  go  to  a  Select 
Committee,  who  will  goto  work,  and,  in  good  faith,  apply 
the  legisIattTe  energies  of  this  Oovemment  to  the  reduc- 
tion «  Uie  public  expen^lures  and  the  correctioa  (rf* ex- 
isting'idMises. 

Ur.  LETCHER  said:  I  have  witnessed  this  debate 
^th  ibore  pain  and  regret  than  any  that  has  ever  occurred 
in  this  House  since  1  have  lud  the  honor  of  a  seat.  One 
more  unprofitable,  more  intolerant,  and  less  likely  to  ef- 
fect any  goqfl  lor  the  country,  luu  never  OGCun«d  here 
or  ebewbere.  Sir,  as  the  Representatives  of  a  (ne  and 
enlightened  community,  disposed  to  maintMn  the  dignity 
and  utility  of  debate,  upon  correct  ptindples,  we  should 
pause,  serioouy  pause,  before  we  determine  to  prosecute 
thisfurther.  Where,  when,  and  how  is  it  to  be  ended  * 
What  profit  will  be  derived  from  it  i  What  valuable  ob- 
ject attained  i  Is  our  time  justly,  correctly,  and  fairly 
cmplq}'ed,in  reference  to  the  important  interests  of  the 
country,  to  be  thus  exehiaively  occupied  in  this  d^MSrive, 
angry  debate  I  if  a  debate  it  can,  oc  ought,  to  be  called. 
I  had  alwayi^  Sir,  until  broi^t  to  a  different  conclu- 
sion by  the  present  discusrion,  been  led  to  believe,  that  a 
detnte  was  imly  necessary  where  a  difference  vS  opinicm, 
in  some  diape  or  other,  existed,  and  that  its  mun  object 
was  to  enliipten,  to  convince,  or  to  persuade.  Such,  how- 
ever* Sir,  does  not  seem  to  be  the  cliaracter  or  deugn  of 
this,  Itsobject,  or  rather,  perhaps,  its  tendeo^,  is  not  to 
illustrate  any  particular  proposition,  or  to  convince  us  upon 
any  matterof  disputed  policy.  It  is,  if  not  for  the  nobler, 
at  any  rate  for  ttw  obvious  and  gratifying  purpose  of  abus- 
ing and  censuring  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
the  country.  There  ought  to  be  no  discussion  upon  the 
^solutions  aa  offered,  because  there  is  no  disagreement 
of  opinion  among  us  as  to  the  direction  which  thejr  ought 
to  tjdie,  and  must  lake.  Yet,  Sir,  without  any  disagree- 
■neitt  whatever,  as  fin-  as  I  know  or  beUevc;,  in  reference 
to  the  subject-matter  befiire  us,  we  present  ourselves  be- 


fore the  nation  in  an  attitude  truly  lamentably  singular,  to 
speak  in  no  stronger  terms.    What  is  it  ^   Why,  ur,  a 
subject  is  offered  for  the  conridetation  of  the  House,  in 
the  usiinl  mode  of  resolutions^  inquiring  into  the  manner 
in  which  titc  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  countrv  are  con- 
ducted by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  these  high 
trusts  i  alsu,  of  enquiring  into  the  propriety  of  lessening 
the  number  of  our  officers  in  service,  of  curtailing  their 
salaries,  and  of  reducing  the  pay  of  the  members  of  thb 
and  the  otbef  Ifbttse. "  To  these  resolutions  every  one 
almost,  without  exception,  seems  to  yield  a  readf  assent. 
Indeed,  Sir,  we  appear  to  struggle  severely  witb  each 
other  for  the  honor  of  most  admiring  them.   We  all  pro., 
feSB  to  be  willing,  yes,  anxious,  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  ex- 
ceedingly anxious,  yet,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we 
can't  get  into  it    I'o  profess  to  be  wiUii^  to  make  an  in- 
quiry, is  one  thing — to  make  it,  ia  another.   TalUng,  and 
doing,  are  very  dtfTerent  matters.    If  we  are  really  and 
sincerely  disposed  tb  do  any  thing  for  the  benefit  the 
cotnitry,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject,  we  must  speak 
less,  and  do  more.   We  should  engage  in  the  business  of 
the  country  with  the  determination  of  doing  it  speedily, 
and  go'mg  home.    How,  Sir,  does  it  happen,  that  we 
can't  get  the  question,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a  close  } 
The  answer  to  this  question  wW  no^  and  cannot  be  de- 
nted.   It  arises  ft<om  too  much  zeal,  and  too  mudi  sensi- 
bility, upon  the  Prendential  question.    Ah  !  That's  the 
whole  secret  The  People  understand  all  our  movements ; 
they  arecoo*.  delibetate,  and  intelligent,  and  will  very 
quickly  comprehend  the  design  of  an  electioneering 
speech  delivered  in  this  House,  whetlier  it  comes  from  the 
one  side  or  the  other.  For  my  own  put— 1  ^tealc,  howev 
er,  with  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of  oOers— I  do 
not  think  it  either  complimentary  to  the  members  erf"  this 
House,  or  to  the  People  of  this  nation,  to  make  the  Re. 
presentative  Hall  the  arena  of  electioneering  strife,  and 
turmoil,  and  bustle.   It  should  be  exclusively  appropr'ut- 
ed  to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  legisUtion,  and  no  other; 
The  People  will  attend  to  the  election  of  Present 
themselvea,  if  permitted  to  do  so.    They  are  the  proper 
tribunal  to  make  the  decision  between  the  two  contend, 
ing  parties  which  now  divide  the  country  and  this  House. 
In  their  decision  I  have  unlimited  confidence.    They  will 
reflect  cooly,  and  decide  wisely,  and  that  decision  will 
be  made,  if  not  according  to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of 
all  in  this  House,  at  any  rate  according  to  their  own  sober 
judgment,  uninftuencM,  I  hope,  bv  any  and  every  at- 
tempt to  ezdte  them  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  The 
truth  is^  Sir,  and  I  apeak  my  undisguised  opinion  when  I 
say  so,  the  importance  and  consequence  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  alUch  to  what  theV  may  say  in  this  Hall, 
lending  to  bear  upon  the  Presidential  canvass,  is  very 
greatly  overrated.  It  is  a  mistake,  whchresuhsrike  most 
other  misUkea,  fh>m  thinking  too  bi^lr  of  thdr  own 
speaking  powers,  and  too  Mtle  of  the  judgment  and  dis- 
criminaUon  of  those  who  send  us  here.    Sir,  we  may  de- 
claim ,  and  rave,  and  rant,  and  read  newmaper  squibs,  ahd 
re-assert  stale  and  long  nnce  refuted  charges,  and  even 
descend  to  personal  invectives  against  each  other,  or  to 

Crsonal  violence,  until  we  become  exhausted  and  ex- 
ustthe  Treasury  too,  without  b«ngable  to  infuse  into 
the  Public  that  degree  of  zeal  whieh  poUtical  calculating 
partizans  feel,  or  in  any  material  manner  induce  any  por* 
tion  of  them  to  surrender  their  judgment  to  politicians 
struggling  for  power.  1  am  very  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
discover  around  me,  the  most  formidable  preparations  for 
a  continuation  of  the  debate.  One  gentleman  is  covering 
his  table  with  books,  another  is  taking  notes,  whilst  about 


prolonging  the  discussion,  but  pitneipa%  to  express  my 
earnest  desir«  that  the  question  may  be  brought  to  a  con- 
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dHuon.  With  the  ^rtUeman  from  Ttuinetee»  [Hr,  Bs&l]  I 
desire  to  get  the  Houte  rid  ofthequestioni  by  referring  the 
resolutions  to  a  committee.  It  i>  very<  euy  to  dispose  of  the 
nutter,  should  we  choose  to  do  it.  Out  one  says,  with 
gireai.  fivee  and  eneisjr,  I  did  not  commence  (his  discits- 
BKM  :  another  81]%  I  did  not.  One  paKy  says,  you  be^an 
U  !  the  other  says.  No,  it  was  you.  Who  did  oegin  it 
Sir,  nobody  began  it  t  yet  it  is  here.  Instead  of  disput- 
ing who  commenced  the  discusuon — for  tltat  fact,  it  seems, 
never  can  be  ascertained — let  us  struggle  who  shall  be 
the  first  to  get  clear  of  it,  and  at  once  proceed  to  the 
transaction  of  busineii.  Why,  sir,  the  scene  is  really  lu- 
dicrous. It  is  more  like  children's  play,  iflnwy  be  al- 
lowed to  say  so,  than  the  port  of  grave  legisktion.  The 
original  resolution,  offered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cnit- 
rov  ]  was  not  of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary  character.  I 
was  very  i^lad  when  he  introduced  it.  1  litue  anticipated 
the  irritation  it  has  produced,  or  the  length  of  lime  it  baa 
consumed.  The  inquiry  propiMed  is  a  necessary  one,  and 
may  prorc  usefUl  to  the  country.  In  all  Governments^ 
there  m  a  tendency,  in  a  greater  or  leu  degree,  to 
vagance.  It  is  incident  to  power  and  authority,  whether 
that  power  be  exercised  by  one  or  many — wb^er  it  be 
herefUtary  or  delegated. 

In  a  Government  constituted  as  ours  is,  too  much  vigi- 
lance  cannot  exist  upon  the  part  of  those  in  whom  the 
People  have  placed  confidence,  in  watching  the  public 
expenditures.  1  am  not  for  making  false  chunorsi  or  ex- 
citmg  the  public  without  any  just  apprebenrioni^  merely 
for  my  own  purposes  f  but,  upon  prindple,  I  ara  now,  and 
always  have  been,  in  favor  of  observing  a  system  of  rigid 
econoiAy  and  strict  accounubility  in  every  Department  of 
the  Government,  Frequent  inquiries  and  essminatioiiB 
ought  lo  take  place.  Honest,  able,  and  bitliful  officers, 
aneh  as  I  believe  compoae  the  Administration,  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  Uie  strictest  scrutiny  into  all  their  offi  - 
ciai  acts.  On  the  contraiy,  it  has  a  good  effect.  It  sa- 
tisfies the  country,  and  it  is  particul^ly  proper  at  tliis 
perio<l,  iu  reference  to  what  has  been  said  out  onbia  House, 
for  some  time  past  The  inquiry,  wr,  is  demanded  by 
the  People  :  they  expect  it,  and  are  anxiously  waiting  lo 
■ee  how  it  will  progress.  Give  it  to  us.  Let  the  exami- 
nation be  thorough  and  complete.  If  one  dollar  has 
been  applied  improperiy  by  tlie  diabunRng  olftcer^  as- 
certain the  fiiet,  and  make  it  known.  If  nothing  be 
wrong  (  if  cenaures  have  gone  abroad  without  any  ju« 
cause  t  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  those 
who  have  been  implicated,  as  well  as  to  the  country,  to  say 
so,  after  this  inquuy  is  completed.  ■  It  requires  no  great 
intellectual  effort  to  create  suspicions,  and  to  give  them 
currency,  whether  they  be  dirctted  against  public  or  pri- 
vate character.  So  fiir  as  any  thing  has  been  said,  in  Uiis 
debate,  having  for  its  object  a  de»gn  of  casting  any  im- 
puution  upon  the  Admnustration,  in  its  management  of 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  its  fnends  now, 
and  at  all  times  challenge  the  freest  and  fullest  investi- 
gition  (  but,  at  the  same  time,  protest  against  the  right 
of  their  opponenU  of  trying  them  under  the  doctrine  o£ 
Revolutionary  Prance,  **  of  labtmng  under  a  suipidor.  of 
being  suspected,"  and  taking  upon  themselves  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  accusing  and  deading.  If  any  fact  what- 
ever exists,  upon  which  to  predicate  a  chuge,  even  by 
implication,  the  accusing  party  have  it  completely  in  their 
power  to  expose  it  to  the  nation  in  glowing  colon— the 
nation  »  fully  competent  to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

But,  air,  1  un  not  about  to  pursue  that  course  which  1 
have  taken  the  liberty  so  freely  to  condemn  in  others,  by 
discuaung  the  relative  merits  ami  demerits,  fitness  and 
unfitness,  of  tlie  two  distinguished  candidates  now  before 
the  People  for  the  first  office  within  their  gift.  No,  sir. 
If  my  vanity  even  prompted  me  to  suppose  I  was  quali- 
fied for  such  a  task,  1  would  not,  at  this  time,  upon  tliia 
oGcarion,  in  th'u  House,  allow  myself,  even  under  feel- 


Iings  of  excitement,  to  engage  in  it.    The  topic,  if  per- 
ai^ed  ill,  t  fear,  Mr,  will,  in  some  degree,  impair  tfiat  dig- 
nity which  has  heretofore  charactenzed  tlie  proceedings 
of  this  body.  T  have  not  taken  ttie  floor  with  a  design 
of  answering  chai|^  on  the  one  aide,  or  making'  tbeei 
on  the  other.    It  was,  sir,  for  a,  very  different  purpose 
as  I  have  already  intimated.    During  this  discuauon,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which  lias  taken  a  most  extensive  range,  from 
what  was  said  by  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vawcx]  an  im- 
pression was  made  upon  the  minds  of  some  gentltrnien, 
that  hih  de«gn  was  to  impeach  the  purity  ami  integrity 
of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  in  Vw  nnpointmrat 
of  committees.    Sir,  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  honom- 
ble  gentleman  f^kly  and  voluntarily  disclaim  every  idea 
of  the  sort.    It  would,  sir,  in  my  estimation,  not  only 
have  been  unkind,  but  unjust,  to  that  officer,  to  have  ex- 
pressed or  entertained  a  diflTerent  sentiment.  Though 
not  elevated  to  tlut  honorable  station  with  my  consent,  I 
will  take  this  occasion  to  say,  without  supporii^  Wf 
opinion  is  a  matter  of  tlie  slightest  conKquenee  to  aay 
one,  as  fiu>  as  my  feeble  Judgment  extends,  he  presida 
over  the  deliberations  of^ the  House  with  ability  and  d^ 
nity.   As  to  his  appointment  of  committees,  he  has  a 
right  to  select  and  oi^ranize  them  as  he  chooses — he  and 
tliey  being  responuble  to  the  country  for  doing  bam.  cr 
for  not  doing  rood. 

As  to  myself  I  do  not  think,  after  two  parties  hsme 
been  struggling  for  power,  and  one  of  them  auoccedt,!! 
can  reasonably  be  expected,  that,  in  the  ^atiibutioa  of 
the  honorable  stations  in  this  House,  the  vtctoiious  party 
shall  select  their  adversaries.   This  ought  not  lo  be  le- 

Suired.  If  tliey  look  for  tlie  qualifications  which  fit  »• 
ividuals  for  those  stations,  and  find  such  qual'ificatiom 
in  men  of  tlieir  own  party,  it  is  natural,  and  right,  that 
they  should  put  those,  who  posatsa  them  at  the  iMd 
the  leading  committcea.  I  should  never  object  to  «idia 
course.  If  the  patly  which  has  now  the  majority  here, 
has  placed  its  friends  in  stations  where  tliey  can  be  use- 
ful to  the  country,  while  they  do  honor  to  ibcmat-lvei,  I 
hope  we  who  are  of  the  minority,  will  never  complabi  of 
it  If  Ihey  have  tlie  honor,  they  have  the  responsibiBjr 
too  I  and,  I  say,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kertuc- 
ky,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  who  has  made  some 
complaints  against  Mr.  Adams  about  patronage,  thtf  I 
would  go  farther  than  merely  protecting  frienda.  Pabw 
nage  ouglrt  to  be  distributed,  in  the  first  pUce,  wilh  a 
constant  view  to  the  public  good.  That  t»bject  b«ng 
kept  in  nght,  the  Administration  has  a  right  to  iook  firrt 
lo  lU  friends— I  mean  its  pnident,  enlightened,  and  capa- 
ble  friends,  and  those  who  have  »lone  the  most  to  place 
it  in  power,  by  nving  mpport  to  fair  and  just  pnnapies. 
It  ought  to  look  next  to  friends,  who,  though  not  quite 
so  zealous  and  efficient  in  its  behalf,  are  equally  laitbM 
in  their  attacl^ment  to  its  principles  and  their  country.  la 
the  next  place,  it  ought  to  look  to  intelligent  neutr^i 
still,  as  I  said  before,  keeping  ite  eye  upon  the  pubbe 
good,  and  upon  suitable  qualifications,  and  then,  'f 
u  any  thing  left,  let  them  mve  it  to  open,  but 
magnanimous  adversaries.  This  I  take  to  be  a  ml^ 
ill  Itself,  and  one  which  has  always  more  or  less  govern- 
ed every  Administration,  but  paruculariv  Mr.  Jefferson  a. 
It  is  true,  in  aiming  at  this  rule,  an  Administration  nay 
make  great  in'utakes.  They  may  sometimes  select  for 
important  stations,  men  who"bring  no  force  to  their  cause, 
but  then,  this  arises  only  from  defect  of  judproent  or  m- 
formation.  They  intend  to  strengthen  their  own  party 
while  they  serve  the  country,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  H 
is  from  Ihe  causes  I  mentioneit.  Sir,  look  to  all  Goreta- 
ments  wiiich  ever  existed.  "Voii  never  find  one  which 
gives  all  its  fiivors  lo  an  enemy  that  would  have  prevent- 
ed its  success,  and  would,  at  any  moment,  prostrate  it 
The  gentleman  says  this  Administration  has  been  very 
imprudent,  and  has*  committed  great  blunders  in  the  dis- 
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tribution  of  its  patrona^.  l*hat  may  be,  btit  I  tell  that 
gentleman,  that,  if  his  fuvurite  candidate  erer  geta  into 
power,  he  will  most  infallibly  protect  his  friends,  and  to 
ft  greater  extent  than  the  present  Administration  has  ever 
ddne.  Sir,  I  belie  re  this  Administration  has  been  a  little 
culpable  in  tliis  matter,  although  tliey  liave  inctured  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  different  coarse.  I  think 
thev  bare  not  stuck  to  their  friends  quiteat  much  as  they 
wji^t  to  have  done.  No  gentleman  will  suspect  me  of 
^y'ng  this  with  any  personal  reference.  1  never  was  an 
applicant  for  any  office,  and  I  never  eapect  to  be,  and 
for  ^  very  good  reason,  sir.  I  never  can  succeed,  if  1 
slioutd  apply  >  there  are  too  many  ahead  of  me,  of  both 
P^Ue^  wlio  excel  me  in  zeal  and  ability,  and  anxiety  to 
**l>*ain  office. 

Shr,  the  motiTes  of  my  colleague  in  Introducing  this 
■^solution,  have  not  been  quite  fairly  dealt  with.  He 
been  charged  with  doing  it  for  a  mere  electioneering 
purpoae,  and  Kith  wishing  to  throw  a  fire-brand  tnio  thia 
Ilouae.    1  believe  he  hauno  suclt  intention.   I  think  1 
understood  pretty  well  Uie  guo  attimo  with  which  it  was 
■iitrodueed.  (for,  air,  I  am  really  learning  Latin  very  hst, 
I  liave  heard  so  much  of  that  language  lately,  that  1  am 
becoming  quite  a  proficient  t  indeed,  I  am  not  without 
apprehension,  that  1  shall,  ere  long,  kwe  my  native  tongue. 
Why,  sir,  there  are  my  two  triends  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Ilvcuaa  and  Mr.  Wickupfi]  who  I  thought  hail  never 
looked  into  a  I^tin  book,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  they 
ban  spoken  whole  pages.)  I  believe  my  colie^^e  did 
It  only  to  redeem  a  pte<lge  given,  under  circumstances 
witb  which  I  am  peHectly  Miliar.    At  our  eleetioiiB  In 
tbe  West,  the  People,  are  accustomed  to  aa9emble,'and 
to  be  addressed  by  the  several  candidates  for  their  favor. 
In  those  addreuse^  their  political  sentiments  are  made 
known,  and  each  strives  to  make  himself  and  hh  opinions 
most  acceptable  to  the  People.    Sir,  in  setting  up  their 
respective  pretenuons,  pleugea  of  reform  and  retrench- 
ment are  often  made.    The  People  are  told  of  the  exist- 
ence of  abuses  «  hich  tlie  candidate  for  tSielr  fiivbr  really 
sometintes  himself  believes  to  exist,  but  which,  in  tmtli, 
iiever  did  exist,  except  in  imagination.    Some  excite- 
ment is  of  course  the  consequence  of  these  repeated  de- 
clarations of  wrongs  and  inquiries  are  generally  excited 
on  this  topic.   My  frieitd  and  colleague,  among  others 
partook  of  this  excitement— wtiether  he  assisted  to  raise 
It,  I  knov  not.    He,  however,  gave  the  promise  to  tiis 
constituents  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  this  kind  ;  and 
when  he  got  to  this  House,  be  took  no  time  to  deliberate, 
or  to  consult  his  friendi,  but  with  all  the  anior  of  youth, 
anxious  to  redeem  his  pledge,  he  had  scarce  been  a 
week  in  liis  seal,  before  he  ruse,  and  proclaimed  :  I  offer 
m  resolution — I  am  pledged  to  myctmatituents— I  am  told 
there  are  abuses  ken,  and  I  want  to  find  there  out. 
When  he  is  asked,  what  abuses  do  you  allude  to  *  and  in 
what  Department  do  they  exist  ?   He  very  frankly  an- 
swers, 1  don't  know  ;  but  if  there  are  any  1  want  to  find 
them.    Sir,  my  colleague  is  very  right  {  and  if  there  are 
any,  1  want  to  help  him  to  find  them.    As  to  the  charge 
of  bia  having^  thrown  a  fire-brand  into  tlie  House,  with  a 
design  to  raise  a  conflagratton,  it  certainly  is  not  a  just 
charge.    A  conflagratton  indeed  has  been  raised,  but 
how,  sir  f   The  two  great  parlies  militant  Mized  upon 
liis  resolution — I  don't  know  who  first,  but  before  wc 
know  why,  or  how,  we  are  criminating  and  recriminating  1 
euch  other,  and  abusing  the  Administration,  as  if  in  a  J 
contest  who  could  use  the  most  intemperate  expres»ons, ' 
and  say  the  harshest  anil  the  bitterest  things,  and  I  must 
bo  permitted  to  own,  that,  in  my  opinion,  my  colleague 
upon  my  left  [Mr.  WicKLirrt]  is,  in  this  respect,  entitled 
tu  the  premium.    Sir,  wc  may  go  on  and  abuse  both  the  | 
candidates  as  long  as  we  please,  but  what  will  be  the  con- 
sequences f   Tlie  People  will  look  into  it  all— they  will 
weigh  tu  ud  our  motives— tiiey  will  say,  such  ud  tucb , 


a  gentleman  spoke  very  wamily  in  Congress— he  was  un- 
der the  infinence  of  thi;  teefings  of  a  warm  partisan. 
They  will  make  t]ie  raitable  allowances,  and  arrive  at 
just  conclusions,  an4  that  will  be  the  end  of  it  But.  sir. 
should  the  People  ask  us,  as  they  certainly  will,  what 
we  were  doing  iu  Congrtss  this  session  t  We  can  only 
answer,  "We  »ere  makbig  qMscches"  "Speeches! 
what  about  ?"  "  Wliy,  about  an  inquiry  into  abuses." 
*'  And  why  did  not  you  made  the  inqtury  ?  Ob,  we  had 
no  time :  alt  our  time  was  taken  up  m  speeches  i  tliera 
was  not  a  sitigle  disagreement,  we  all  said  the  inquuy 
ought  to  be  nAtile — but  we  could  not  make  it  for  tidking 
about  it.^*  Sir,  it  docs  forcibly  and  strikingly  remind  me 
of  an  anecdote  I  once  heard,  and  which,  if  i  may  be  par- 
doned for  so  nrncli  levity,  (fiw  I  do  not  know  wheHier 
this  business  is  most  serious  or  moat  fercical )  I  will  re- 
late. A  certain  lawyer  had  a  brmer  for  his  client,  and 
when  his  cause  came  on,  he  made  a  very  long  speech  in 
his  behalf,  without  touching  a  point  in  the  case.  Com. 
ing  out  of  court,  he  said  to  the  farmer,  "  Did  not  I  make 


pend  upon  it.  the  People  will  look  at  our  aiguments  in 
this  debate,  and  they  will  see  most  deariy  the  silly 
part"  of  them.  I  know,  ar,  that  many  of  the  arguments 
have  been  very  ingenious,  and  very  edifying  too,  if  wo 
bad  but  a  subject  before  iis.  My  object  la  to  deal  jusUy 
in  the  whole  matter.  1  agree  with  the  atoUmenta  ao  well 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bxix] 
and  I  think  that  that  gentleman  is  entitled  to  the  thanks 
of  this  nation  for  his  modest  admonition  ag.iinst  prolong- 
ing this  discussion,  as  well  as  its  respect  for  his  very  brtl- 
liant  display :  and,  although  I  cuukl  not  agree  in  some  of 
his  ponclusiooa,  I  mav  be  peiTnitted  to  say,  ll»l.  whatever 
party  may  be  up  in  ibis  Government,  I  hope  that  gentle- 
man may  live  long,  and  may,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  will, 
continue  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  a  free  People.  Anir 
gentleman  who*  under  auch  cWcumstance^  could  speak 
as  that  gentleman  spoke,  will  always  merit,  and  most  cer- 
tainly receive,  tbe  approbation  ami  honor  of  his  country. 

Sometliing  was  said  by  my  colleague,  IMr.  Csiltov} 
about  the  high  rate  of  salaries  in  this  cHy.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  such  is  bis  honest  opinion  {  but  while,  in  oar 
legislation,  we  vipbintiy  endeavor  to  promote  economy, 
let  us,  at  the  same  time,  be  not  uuinindihl  of  justice.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  place  tbe  parties  concerned  on  their  pro- 
per ground.  Gentlemen  have  said,  "  Look  at  the  sala- 
ries of  yonr  officers  !—8Q0  !  1000»  ISOOdollaraayear! 
and  some  cvea  higher  ?"  Sir,  my  doctrine  i»  economy, 
but  I  would  not  be  unjust  to  the  parties  employed  in  the 
public  service,  nor  would  the  People  desire  me  to  be  so— 
they  ought  not  to  be  abused  without  any  cause.  Sir,  I 
know  what  is  the  doctrine  of  tbe  people— it  is  precisely 
this  :  Be  liberal  and  just,  but  not  profuse.  They  are  wil- 
Hng  to  pay  to  all  those  who  serve  the  Government  the 
full  amount  tlut  their  services  are  worth,  and  they  are 
not  <lispused  to  pay  more.  1  wouhl  give  such  salaries  aa 
will  invite  men  of  integrity  and  capacity  into  tlie  public 
service  i  for  that  service  will  be  more  iiOuretl  by  em- 
ploying ignorant  or  incompetent  men,  than  ten  times  all 
the  saving  that  could  be  effected  :  and,  to  speak  mjr  hon- 
est opinion,  after  long  obsemition,  quickened  at  hrsl  by 
not  a  IKlIe  suspicion,  I  don't  believe  that  we  do  pay  loo 
much  to  ihe  clerks  in  the  public  employment.  If,  Iww- 
ever,  it  sliall  appear,  on  inquir)',  that  there  i*  one  pi^lic 
servant  who  receives  more  than  he  ougfit  tu  receive,  let 
Oie  evil  be  corrected.  The  inqiury  can  do  no  harm.  A 
fi-iend  of  mine  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Dahiil]  says,  that 
the  rule  in  Kentucky  is  to  work  from  sun  to  sun,  and  if 
need  be,  a  little  in  the  night.  Well,  sir,  these  genUe* 
men  labor  from  nine  in  the  mining  till  three  in  tho  eve* 
Qio^  and,  wbea  tbetc  is  a  prcM  of  buniK«,  tiiej  do  mat* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1296 


GALES  &  S£ATON'S  REGISTER 


1296 


U.  or  H.1 


Xdrm^hmeni, 


[Jab.  3t»  1838. 


than  Uwt.  Tbty  often  do  work  till  the  going  down  of 
the  sun*  and  MMnetimet  far  intu  the  night.  I  uy  this  be- 
cause I  know  it  to  be  true,  and  because  1  believe  they 
are  a  collectian  of  abused  and  persecuted  men.  Tev,  sir, 
while  they  have  faithfully  served  and  labored  for  the  pub- 
lic, they  hare  been  more  abused  than  any  claaa  of  men 
in  the  United  Slatea.  Many  cf  them  are  poor  men,  with 
large  binilies.  They  are  constantly  occnpietl  in  the  pub> 
lie  service— they  are  accnmmodatiog  in  ine  extreme,  and, 
after  nf^ny  years  of  assiduous  labor,  what  have  they  made 
for  their  families^  Sir,  after  they  have  paid  for  their 
house-rent,  their  ftiel,  and  iheir  provisions  they  have  tit- 
tle or  nothinff  left.  Wliy*  ^r,  tus  place  is  not  like  Ken- 
lucky  !  the  finest  and  most  fiivored  spot  upon  the  glt^e  t 
with  the  best  soil,  the  best  water,  tlie  best  climate^  and,  1 
will,  add,  the  best  population — a  little  excitable,  to  be 
sure,  but  a  people  whose  character  lias  been  misuiider- 
stood  and  misrepresented.  There,  living  ia  cheap,  and 
•U  things  are  plenty.  A  man  who  has  one  hundred  dol- 
lat  may  live  upoo  it  a  year  or  two  yean,  llow  long  does 
it  last  here  ?  A  tnui  that  makes  it  last  a  month,  does  ve- 
rjr  well'in^eed.  Why,  rir,bringaKrntuckian,  and  pUce 
liim  on  n  farm  near  this  city,  and  though  he  was  a  fine, 
healthy,  florid,  rosy  man,'  when  he  came  here,  compel 
him  tp  remain  on  tliat  larm,  and,  in  a  few  years,  be  would 
pine  *w»y  with  the  prospect  before  him.  Sir,  no  man 
can^ve  in  this  country.  He  can't  exiat  in  it,  unless  he 
has  some  hope  and  nrospect  of  getting  away.  ^A  region, 
though  romantic  ano  beautiful  in  appearance,  tliat  js  wit)^ 
outany  soil,  without  any  produce,  without  any  commerce; 
a  place  tliat  has  to  buy  all  it  eats  from .  Penptylrania  and 
from  tlie  upper  part  of  Virginia,  or  from  Nova  Scotia — 
yes  wr,  from  Nova  Scotia — for  the  very  potatoes  of 
this  Diatjict  come  from  Nora  Scotia  and  Ireland  !— 
Who  would  live  in  it  that  cogid  get  to  Kentucky  >~ 
Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  aalariea,  we  must  look  at  the 
expenses  of^Uvit^. ,  I  am  no.at^rocate  for  high  salaries 
.  —very  far  from  it.  Eight  Imndced  or  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  our  country,  sounds  like  a  very  lat^  sum.  A 
man  u-ho  goes  into  Kentucky,  with  snch  a  sum  as  that, 
can  not  only  live  upon  it,  but,  with  a  Filtle  industrv,  can 
increase  it.  But  the  matter  is  totally  different  here,  and 
I  sajr  this  becauae  I  know  that  the  impression  extsU  in 
the  minds  of  many  hunest  and  well-meaning  men,  that 
there  is  great  extravagance  in  the  diflTcrent  Departments, 
lliey  do  nut  know,  and  tlierefvre  do.not  coiwder,  the 
cir^un^aiicea.  It  they  did,  tint  impression  would  be 
removed. 

But,  sir,  tliere  is  tlie  subject  of  our  own  pay,  a  subject 
truly  delicate.  I  liHve  no  doubt  in  the  wond  that  ny 
friend  from  Kentucky  spoke  feelingly,  when  lie  sakl  tint 
any  reduct'ioii  in  our  convensalion  was  notl|ing  but  idle 
(alK.  I  well  kpffw,  itut  he  Ifi  nnt  in  faVor  of  it  Oh  no,  sir! 
the  medic  Jie  may  do  very  wf  11  for'oUicrs,  but  it  will  not 
answer  foi-  him  at  all.  Now,  sic,  the  gentleman  who  in. 
tivdiiccd  the  rescilutions,  aivl  who,  in  this  debate,  has 
mure  than  once  bet  n  called  "  tlie  Doctor^"  by  his  politi- 
cal friend*,  gives,  at  least,  Uiis  pledge  of  his  «ncerily. 
He  is  wiHine  to  take  a  little  of  his  own  medicine,  though 
iK't  much  {but  as  to  mv  otlier  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  WiCKUrra]  so  far  from  being  wdling  to  reduce  his 
salary  to  six  dollars  a  day,  I  wottld  venture  any  wager 
thai  lie  would  not  reduce  it  six  cents  below  its  present 
standard.  Sir,  tlic  gentleman  is  a  great  friend  of  econo- 
my m  the  expenditures  ^  Government,  but  he  is  like  (he 
doctor,  who  saj  s  my  mfjdicine  is  excellent  indeed— Uke 
a  little  of  it—  you  don't  know  how  much  good  it  will  do 
you  :  but  when  you  a^k  liini  to  taki;  ^  little  himself,  he's 
off.  Now,  sir,  I  ihouhl  like  to  ^cc. )!.he.. gentleman  wil- 
lin{^  to  take  a  little  himself  j  if  it  ^kpuU  b«  somewhat  bit- 
tcr,.other9  migtit  be  more  encoursgeq  to  make  a  trial,  if 
they  saw  tlic  gentleman  swallow  ptaae  hefore.their  eyes. 
Ont;  gentleman  Giid  be  would.tdcc  $5         jtrp^  or  be 


.would  serve  for  nothing.  Sir,  I  am  against  that  most  de- 
cidedly. AnothergentleMBnaMdhewoulduke$4sd7. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  CmLTOs]  was'  not  willing  to  go  quite 
as  far-  But  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanni  [Mr.  iMeaAH) 
says  that,  whenever  gentlemen  in  this  House  talk  of  dt- 
mmiahing  the  pubUc  expendiltires  those  who  are  o|^m»- 
ed  to  it  have  this  answer  always  ready  "  begin  widi 
yourselves,  begin  with  yourselves,*'  wid  that  it  is  a  ntcre 
stave-oir.  Now,  sir,  who  introduced  this  subject  of  the 
per  diem  allowance?  '  It  waamyyoungfriei»d  the  doctor. 
Ha  introduced  it,  and,  m  it  seems,  without  any  corauHa- 
tiun  with  older  physicians  who  appear  not  much  pleased 
with  the  intcrfereiice — at  all  events  it  is  here.  ^  IT,  air,  wy 
colleague  remains  .here  a  little  longer,  he  will  find  that 
there  will  not  be  so;  much  left,  at  the  end  of  the  sessioa. 
as  he  supposes  of  that  per  diem.  But,  air,  reduce  the 
compensation  ol  members  vety  low,  and  what  will  be  the 
result  ?  You  throw  the  Government  into  the  liands  of  the 
rich.  Sir,  there  is  a  powerful  strugn^e  in  evenr  couatiy, 
and  always  has  been,  between  the  wealthy  and  Um  poeri 
and,  if  you  6z  the  compensation  so  low  that  the  poorMa 
must  Mand  back,  the  plain  result  will  be,  that  the  rieh 
man  gets  the  ascendancy.  The  wealthy;  m«n  cares  not 
for  money.  No,  sir  i  he  wants  the  power.  Nor  does  the 
poor  man  wish  to.  come  here  for  the  money  afooe  *  but, 
because  he  is  a  poor'man,  he  must  have  some  compCMn- 
tion  fvr  coming.  He  wants,  at  any  rate,  a  sufficient  aad 
a  comfortable  Buppml,  while  he  devotes  that  time,  thit 
otherwise  would  be  given  to  his  family,  to  endeavor  te 
promote  tlie  public  good.  If  you  put  the  rate  too  low, 
the  Government  will  be  in  the  hands  of  tlw  few,  before 
many  years  roll  roumL  All  our  laws  would  be  made  by 
the  wcaliliy  class.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  for  suba^tii^ny 
rights  to  rich  men  exclusively.  1  wiw  reared  la  the  no* 
bkr  walks  ofMe,  and  I  have  all  the  pWatidices  that  be- 
long Bo.such  an  education.  I  eonfcsa  to  yOo,  air,  that  1 
hate,  and  always  hare  bated,  the  influence  of  the  pane- 
proud  and  (as  the  gentleman  fhwn  Tennessee  siys)  thfe 
well-bom.  I  would  leave  the  choice  in  the  hands  ofthe 
Feople,  and  while  1  would  not  exclude  the  rich.  1  would 
not  lay  the  People  under  a  practical  neces»ty  oi  exchHl- 
ing  poor  men  from  tliis  House.  I  want  to  confide  mf 
riritts  to  one  who  knows  how  the  poor  manfeeb;  to  one 
who  can  sympatliise  with  the  laborer  in  his  toil.  Aye,  sr, 
with  the  wnod-cutter  in  his  lowly  cottage,  and  wiih  that 
dependent  family  that  surround  his  little  firende.  When 
such  a  man  is  in  Congress  be  will  be  able  to  judge  how 
any  proposed  measure  will  operate  on  all  chases  of  the 
community,  and  he  will  keep- constantly  before  him  that 
grert  duty  of  every  W  ise  And  good  legislator,  to  avert,  »• 
far  aa  it  is  possible;  the  prAsure  of  Govemment  ftom 
those  who  have  to  labor  hiird<i«T  a  aup^rt.  I  am  seiitais 
in  these  views  tnd  It  is  my  fix«d  bentff,  that,  if  you  re- 
duce the  rate  of  a  metoibcr*s  pay,  j-ou  thereby  endan- 
ger the  rights  of  representation.  If  }-ou  reduce  tBe 
.■iinount  of  coippensaltun,  so  as  to  obhgcf  a  man  who'  ac- 
cepts a  seat  here  to  encounter  the  prospect  of  niis 
be  assured,  sir,  that^  unless  the  country  a  in  great  ex* 
trenutics  however  fitted  for  it,  he  will  be 'under  the  ab- 
sobite  necessity  of  declining  the  j^ublic  service.  *  ■ 

Although,  Mr.  Speaker,  aa  1  have  Wore  aaid.  I  da 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  Presidential  topic"  updn  this 
occasion,  yet,  1  cunnot  foibear  to  notice  the  manner  in 
which  gentlemen  have  introduced  charges  against  the 
Administration.  Hy  colleague  [Mr.  WicKurra]  mM 
that  he  did  not  wish  or  intend  to  make  any  charges  uaiost 
the  Atlministration.  Oh,  no  !  he  charged  them  with  no- 
thing !  So  the  gtntleman  from  Pennsylvania  {Mr.  lac- 
HAH  J  (old  us  that  no  diargcs  had  been  brougtit.  But  the 
genljcmcii  say,  such  and  such  a  thing  needs  explanation, 
this  was  wasteful,  that  was  extravagant,  the  other 
thing  was  contraty  to  law.  But,  alt  the  wliile,  they  make 
no  (wrges.   Now,  nr,  I  do  not  know  what  the  moliK 
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may  be,  but  1  appeal  to  gentlemen's  csnjor  to  say,  whe- 
ther there  can  be  a  more  effectual  way  of  dcstro^mir 
chaneter  than  this?  In  prirate  life,  you  may  aa^  o^an  indi- 
■vidual,  that  he  iaa  very  clever  man,  lie  ia  rciy  intelligent, 
very  well  informed,  very  agreeable,  but,  something  has 
been  saitl  ?ery  much  to  hia  prejudice :  yet  you  don't  Bay  it. 
Oh,  no  !  Is  nnt  this  a  more  effectual  way  of  destroying 
the  man,  tlian  it  you  made  a  charge,  and  let  him  defend 
himself  1  Yea,  sir,  you  may  destroy  the  most  elevated 
eliaracter  in  all  the  ooimtry  by  this  mode  of  attack.  Sir, 
X  ahookt  be  aony  to  beliere  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tuofcy,  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  had  such  a 

design.    They  tell  us  they  make  no  charges,  but  

but  wlut }  Wliy,  there  has  been  great  extravagance  in 
the  Diplomatic  Corps,  and  in  the  Indian  Department. 
And  what  ia  the  answer  ?  These  charges  have  often  been 
made,  and  aa  oflen  rented  ;  but,  \i  you  believe  the 
charge,  make  your  call  on  tiie  Departments,  and  let  us 
see  vbere  the  evil  eztita.  Sir,  who  wishes  to  support  a 
'  comipt  Admtniatration  }  Who  would  do  it,  if  he  eouM 
I,  for  one,  will  never  do  it.  Then,  let  us  use  no  more 
delay,  but  make  the  inquiry,  and  have  an  end  of  it 

Sir,  I  could  be  amused,  if  it  were  not  for  regret  at  thecu* 
rious  spectacle  exibited  by  this  House.  Here  ve  are,  in 
the  midst  of  a  violentdebate  :  on  one  day,  two  gentlemen 
ret  up,  and  make  a  very  itronp  ai|^ment  lAout  a  horsff. 
Kext  day,  a  gentleman  rites  In  his  plaoe,  and  makes  an 
eloquent  speech  abouf  one  John  Bmns.  All  manner  of 
different  topics  are  discussed.  Here  is  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  distressetl,  really  quite  grieved,  about  a  coat. 
[Here  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  hud  not  introduced  that 
subject.]  No,  sir,  the  gentleman  did  nnt  introduce  it  : 
So  It  has  been  through  the  whole  debate.  One  gentle, 
inan  says,  I  did  not  introduce,  it  t  and  another  says,  I 
did  not  introduce  it.  Sir,  tte  cannot  tell  who  did'  intro- 
duce it.  Posteri^  mast  be  ignorant  of  it  In  the  mean 
while,  the  resolution  has  been  modified  and  re-modrfied, 
and  modified  anew.  And  what  is  the  shape  of  it  now  ' 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  five  gentlemen  on  the 
floor  that  know  how  it  stands ;  and  it  scarce  contains  one 
of  its  on^nal  features.  L.et  not  gentlemen  reflect  on 
nrjr  colleague  r^.  Chiltov.]  I  think  he  has  been  vety 
accommodating,  very  polite.  When  one  gentleman  says 
he  ^ould  like  to  see  it  in  this  form,  my  cdleague  adopts 
this  form.  Another  gentleman  rises,  and  saya  ne  should 
think  it  would  be  better  if  it  had  that  modification.  My  col- 
league immediately  replies  lie  wilt  adopt  that  modification. 
X  ttiink,  sir,  he  has  shewn  a  moat  obliging  disposition. 
In  the  mean  while,  all  are -anxious  to  get  clear  of  it,  yet 
now  we  are  fiirther  from  it,  than  when  we  first  began. 
Sir  there  was  nothing  89  remarkable  hi  my  colleague's 
introducing  this  resolution.  It  is  certainly  not  uncom- 
mon here  for  a  new  member  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
and  to  make  a  speech.  The  speech  is  made  ;  the  reso- 
lution is  adopted  or  rejected  -,  and  that  is  generally  the 
last  of  it.  Sir,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  make  a 
Speech,  if  not  to  enlighten  tbisHouse,  at  least  forthe  bene- 
fit of  home  consumption— we  all  do  it— nuid  I,  for  one,  am 
willing,  that,  when  a  new  member  feels  inclined  to  be 
lieard,  and  wishes  to  shew  his  great  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  the  country,  we  should  suffer  him  to  make  hia  speech, 
and  let  Uie  resolution  go.  But  here,  sir,  we  bare  speeches 
upon  speeches. 

In  what  I  have  said,  air,  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
have  uttered  what  I  do  not  feel.  The  disposition  of  my 
c(dleague  [Mr.  Cbiltox]  has  been,  I  am  sure,  to  see  this 
debate  ended  1  and,  when  I  spoke  of  bia  indifference  to 
the  shape  of  his  resolution,  I  meant  to  be  understood  that 
he  was  willing  it  ahould  take  any  shape  that  would  bring 
tbe  debate  to  an  end,  and  put  a  stop  to  this  waste  of  time 
und  money.  Sir,  I  am  for  it  The  resolution  cannot  assume 
any  sliape  in  which  I  will  not  be  for  it  I  concur  In  the 
proponl  of  my  colleague,  fortbeappointmeDtofaspeoal 
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committee,  and  1  would  have  it  composed  of  aueli  gentle- 
men as  understand  money'inatters  well — ^your  cent  pe> 
cent,  men,  who  are  acquainted  with  busincHs,  and  know 
the  value  of  a  dollar^  So  much  lias  been  said  about  ex- 
tr-avagance,  lfi:tt  really,  sir,  the  People  ought  to  be  well 
nfbrmed,  in  every  pnrliciilar — even  down  to  pen- 
knives, wafers,  &c.,  about  which,  allusion  has  been 
made  by  a  gentleman  over  the  way,  who  has  thought  fit 
to  amuse  himself  a  little  at  the  expense  of  sorpe  of  (be 
Kentuckiaiia.  But  I  must  make  a  civil  request  of  him, 
that  he  will  confine  bis  venue  to  his  own  country.  It  is 
true,  sir,  there  has  been  something  in  the  prints  about 
this  subject,  which  occasioned  some  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter ;  but  1  can  tell  the  gentleman,  that  the  People  of 
Kentucky  are  as  little  diapossU  to  make  a  noise  about  a 
wafer  or  a  goose-quill,  as  any  People  in  the  United 
States.  I  know  them  well :  they  are  liberal — they  are 
generous.  But  a  statement  has  been  reiterated  in  their 
ears,  that  there  is  a  great  abuse  here,  on  the  subject.of 
stationery,  and  they  went  on  this  principle,  and  it  is  a 
sound  one,  that,  if  abuse  does  exist,  if  it  be  only  to  tlie 
value  of  a  trifle,  it  ought  to  be  corrected,  because  it  is  an 
abuse.  It  is  not  that  the^  want  to  aave  a  pitiful  expense 
in  pens,  and  wafera,  and  mk  ;  tliey  are  disposed  to  see  a 
member  here  furoii^cd  with  all  that  is  necessaty  and  con- 
venient for  tbe  discharge  of  bis  public  duties^  and  to  make 
no  fuss  about  it.  But  they  know  that  Httle  improprietiea 
somelimeslead  togreat  evils.  Sir,  after  saying  a  good  deal 
against  protracting  this  debate,  I  discover  thai  lam  myself 
fiilling  into  the  error  1  have  so  much  deprecated  in  others. 
I  will  desist  witli  one  or  two  words  more.  As  a  citizen 
and  as  a  member  of  this  House,  (appeal  to  those  in  whom 
the  People  have  reposed  their  highest  confidence  and  par- 
ticularly to  tbe  eldo'and  more  distinguished  portion  among 
us,  for  tbe  preservation  of  the  dignity  and  character  m 
Ibis  House,  and  for  the  honop  of  the  country,  to  aid  and 
assist  in  bringing  this  discussion  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  LlVINGSTOIi  next  addiessed  tbe  House,  aa  fol- 
lows :  I  have  never,  rir,  had  tbe  preaumption  to  prescribe 
my  opinions  in  this  House,  as  a  rule  for  the  conduct  of 
others,  and  have  not  offered  them  by  way  of  counsel  or 
advice,  so  often  aa,  perhaps,  my  age  and  experience 
would  have  justitied  roe  in  doing.  But,  I  cannot,  on  this 
occaaion,  avoid  expresiung  the  regret,  tbe  jnortificatiotii 
the  shame,  that  Ifeel,  at  the  course  thu  debate  (if  it  may 
be  called  one)  has  taken.  I  refer  to  tbe  conduct  of  no 
particular  member ;  to  no  particuUr  member'a  speech. 
But  the  whole  course  of  t^e  discussion,  the  criminations 
and  recriminations  which  have  characterised  it ;  ita  desul- 
tory nature  i  the  total  departure  from  tbe  object  .with 
which  it  was  first  introduced  1  the  interchange  of  sarcasm 
instead  of  argument,  and  perionaVtiesinsteaid  of  decoront 
debate  1  are  such  as  cannot  but  sadden  the  mind  of  every 
member  of  this  honorable  body  who  has  not  suffered  him- 
self to  be  hurried  away  by  the  current  of  party  feelii^ 
that  has  for  some  days  past  raged  among  us.  And,  if[ 
j  udge  rightly  of  the  honorable  feelings  of  those  who  have, 
will  AH  even  Iben^  vnth  regret,  when  time  has  been 
given  them  fbr  reflection.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  present  to  the  eyes  of  our  constituent^ 
and  of  the  world  '  One,  wr,  that  I  shottld  give  ofTence 
were  I  to  characterise  it  by  the  terms  which  it  deserves. 
The  warmth  of  debate — the  recrimination  which  it  some- 
times produces,  are  evils,  but  unavoidable  evils  ;  tb^ 
grow  out  of  that  free  discussion  which  is  necessary  to  tbe 
nature  of  our  Government  It  is  not  ef  these  that  I  com- 
plain. It  is  the  cause  which  has  elicited  these  heMs— tbe 
fbrgetfiilnesa  of  what  is  due  to  ourselves,  to  tbe  august 
body  of  which  we  are 'members,  to  tbe  great  duties  we 
are  delegated  to  perform,  that  tuis  induced  me  to  address 
you,  in  the  hope  of  arresting  this  useless,  undignified, 
and  dangerous  debate.  We  air,  each  of  us  individually 
rejwesenting  tbe  interests  of  for^  thousand  of  our  ftllow- 
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citizens,  collectively  s  co-ordinate  braneli  oCthe  Govern- ' 
ment,  superior  ia  power,  equal  at  least,  in  ilignitv,  to 
any  other,  haTinp  important  duties  to  perfonn— we,"  sir, 
foi^tful  of  our  high  functions,  arid  of  the  dif^ity  of  the 
House  to  which  we  belong,  hare  condescended  to  assume 
the  livery  of  parly,  to  arrange  ourselves  as  the  partizans 
of  our  equal,  who  is  at  tlie  head  of  another  branch  of  the 
GovemiDent,  or  of  a  private  individual,  who  ii  a  candidate 
for  that  place— to  attach  to  ourselves,  or  to  our  opponents, 
the  ntostdegradtiwof  all  badges,  that  of  being  designated 
by  their  names.  And  here,  sir,  in  the  Sanctuary  of  Le- 
gislation, arranpng  ourselves  into  two  parties,  distin- 
^ished  by  a  reference  to  the  ensuing  election,  convert- 
ing this  Hall,  destined  for  the  convocation  ofthe  Legisla- 
i  lre  Representation  of  the  People,  iirto  a  hustings,  where 
itie  one  candidate  is  to  be  huided,  and  the  vilest  trash  of 
the  vilest  new-sjjnpers  is  to  be  repeated,  to  calumniate 
the  ollter.  I,  lor  one,  sir,  will  not  consent  to  this.  I  am 
not  a  Jackson  man  i  1  am  not  an  Adams  man':  («nce  I 
must  repeat  these  uiutignified  terms)  I  am  a  Represen- 
tative of  the  People  !  And,  proud  of  that  title,  will  not 
viKfy  it,  by  putting  on  any  man's'  livery.  As.a  citizen,  I 
bave  my  preference,  which  I  have  always  avowed,  and 
will  never  conceal.  But  here  I  was  delegated  for  other 
and  higher  duties  i  and  I  consider  it  a  question  of  much 
less  importance,  wlietlier  one  or  another  Individual  shall 
perform  the  functions  of  another  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  it  is  whetlier  we  shall  perform  our  own  with 
fidelity  and  dignity. 

I  pray  gentlemen  who  may  be  inclined  to  continue  this 
debate*  to  consider  that  we  have  ali-eady  more  than  one 
hundred  bills  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day  ;  that  these  sub- 
jects for  con^deration  ate  increasing  daily  by  new  re- 
pwts.  I  pray  them  to  reflect  that  all  tliis  is  wflTered  to 
accumulate,  while  we  are  wasting  our  time,  spending 
the  treasures  of  the  Nt\tion,  wearing  out  the  patience 
of  petitioners  for  our  justice,  diuppointing  the  just 
expectations  of  our  constituents,  lessening  our  own 
(Bgiuty,  injuring  the  character  of  the  body  to  which 
we  belong,  and  through  tt,  that  of  our  Republican  insti> 
tations,  in  this  useless  warof  word*— ami  all,  Sir,  for  what? 
Should  we  reciprocally  succeed  in  destroying  the  charac- 
ters ofthe  only  two  men  whom  th«  People  nave  thought 
worthy  to  pmnt  out  as  lit  for  the  high  oRice  of  tlieir  Pre- 
sident, what  shall  we  have  gained  >  One  of  tl)=m  musi 
be  chosen.  Is  it  the  interest  of  the  losing  party  that  he 
diould  come  there  loaded  with  obloquy  and  abuse?  Will 
that  render  hit  Administration  impartial,  or  make  us  tmit- 
ed  at  home,  or  respected  abroad  I  put  out  of  view  any 
adrantage  ar>aing  fVom  the  reaolutiont  should  they  be 
canied ;  that  has^een  long  lost  sight  of  t  they  are  scarce- 
ly ever  alluded  to.  Indeed,  to  listen  to  the  discussion, 
one  would  think  that  they  had  been  already  adopted  i 
that  the  inquiry  had  been  made,  and  had  resiihed  in  cer- 
tvn  accusations  against  each  of  the  candidates,  which 
their  reapeetive  accusers  and  advocates  were  endeavoring 
to  enforce  or  repel.  Thus,  in  the  e^rcmets  to  charge 
and  defend,  have  we  reversed  the  usual  mode  of  proceed- 
ing :  and,  if  a  professional  expression  ma^  be  pardoned, 
are  trying  the  cause  before  the  issue  is  joined.  What, 
again,  can  either  party  hope  for  from  this  vaat  expense 
of  time  and  money,  of*^ duty  and  reputation  '  What  can 
they  hope  for  f  Admit  the  degrading  idea,  that  we  are 
the  partizans  ef  the  two  candidates,  and  that  tlus  is  the 
vena  In  which  the  contest  between  them  is  lo  be  carried 
on,  wliat  ii  to  be  the  consequence  }  Wliat,  1  repeat,  can 
either  party  hope  to  obtain  ?  Does  any  man  expect  that 
this  war  of  mutual  crimination,  this  unprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  shall  do  the  other  the  greatest  ham,  will 
do  good  to  either  '  Depend  upon  it,  noC.  No,  air,  my 
earnest  advice  to  my  friends  would  be  to  remain  aileht. 
Not  to  reply  to  ehaisea  tliat  mutt  defeat  themselves  %  not 
■  toniMluany  which.  If  true,  will  be  attributed  to  party 


^irit  I  to  pasi  the  resolutions,  since  they  are  before  os^ 
and  reserve  our  denunciations  against  extravagance  and 
abuses  until  &cts  are  reported  which  may  soppoit  them 
to  leave  the  Presidential  Election  to  the  People  %  as  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  that  People,  to  exercise  aur  rigbt^ 
express  our  opinions,  and  give  all  the  information  we  may 
possess  to  our  fellow  citizens  out  of  this  House,  to  enligti- 
ten  them  in  their  choice  ;  but  here  to  confine  ounelvcs 
to  the  burinen  which  has  been  entrusted  to  m  wske 
laws,  correct  abuses,  impeach  offenders.    But,  on  aiBeie 
question  of  reference  to  a  committee  which  (of  whatever 
nature)  usually  passes  without  debate,  let  us  place  sone 
limits  to  the  scope  of  our  remarks.    Hitherto  tliey  have 
left  no  topic  untouched,  from  the  tariff  to  tlie  humblest 
newspaper  slander.    Nothing  has  escaped  the  unnaud 
press  warrant  that  has  brought  every  subject  into  the  ser- 
vice.   1  could  have  wished,  with  the  honorable  gentk- 
man  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  KantoLrB]  whose  sagacity  fbre- 
saw  the  consequences  of  this  motion,  that  it  coukl  have 
been  laid  on  the  table.    Now  it  14  too  late  t  we  must  now 
pass  the  resolutions,  wait  for  the  report,  and  judge  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  \  we  shall  then  assume  our  true  rfia- 
racter,  and,  if  we  must  be  partizans,  the  term  will  tbcn 
imply  no  tUshonor :  for  we  sliati  be  partizans,  not  off  mea, 
but  of  the  truth.   lentreat,  then,  in  the  name  of  tfie  Peo- 
ple, whose  business  is  neglected,  and  whose  pwnons,  a^ 
ready  too  warm,  will  be  fiirther  excited  by  this  debate, 
that  It  may  at  length  be  bronght  to  a  close,  and  that  the 
question  may  be  suffered  to  be  taken. 

After  a  vain  attempt  to  terminate  the  debate,  by  a  re- 
sort to  the  previous  qiiealion,  the  House  a^oamed- 

Faiuax,  FaaavAaT  1, 1838. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  CaiLToir,  together  with  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Blakr,  (afc  proposed  to  be  modified 
by  Mr.  Dorsbt)  being  agun  under  consideration — 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  he  begged  leave  to  retnm  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  House  for  according  to  him  the  in- 
dulgence  of  an  adjournment.  At  this  suge  of  the  di>- 
cus^on,  (said  Mr.  B.)  nothing  but  physinl  indiili^  to 
proceed  should  have  induced  me  to  ask  this  indulgence, 
t  wilt  now  endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  meana  in 
my  power  :  that  is,  by  tntrodnctng  no  matter  into  the  de- 
bate, which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  protract  it.  I  took 
the  liberty,  yesterday,  to  observe,  that,  when  a  m(Miao 
was  made  by  the  geivtleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bis- 
noLpa]  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  in  th« 
affirmative  upon  that  question-  I  did  so,  thinking  I  Care* 
saw  the  character  of  tiie  dabate  which  was  Gkely  tu  arise, 
if  the  resolution  remained  beffwe  the  House.  To  a  ress- 
lution  for  inquiry,  of  this  nature,  I  could  ha\-e  fto  objec- 
tion, except  that  of  some  little  crudity  in  form,  wbicb 
has  been  objected  to  this  resolution  on  every  side  of  the 
House.  With  that  exception,  and  could  it  have  paweJ 
without  debate,  1  should  cheerfiilly  have  voted  for  it. 

The  House  was  not  pleased  to  make  that  dtaporitiaa 
of  the  resolution.  The  debate  has  been  puraued  t  v*! 
the  ground,  in  my  judgment,  has  entirely  ahifled  benealh 
our  feet.  It  is  not  now  an  inquiry  into  the  practicatMbt; 
of  retrenchment,  with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  payment 
of  the  pnblic  debt  I  do  not  say  that  no  allurion  to  thii 
matter  ia  left  in  the  resolution  %  it  may  remain  there  i* 
form  ;  but,  the  substance  is  changed.  The  tofnc  nev 
put  fiirward,  ia  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fiuuk 
particularty,  that  for  foreign  intercourse  t  and  tafciiHf  the 
debate  as  an  indication  of  the  character  iX  the  reaolutioa, 
it  is  one  of  general  cr'.minaiion  of  the  measurea  of  tbe 
Administration. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  with  the  gentleman  fn>a 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  laeBAul  that  the  subject-matter  b 
nt)t  cluinged,  but  merely  enlarged.  About  furma,  I  re- 
peat. Sir,  1  will  hot  contend  \  but  I  submit  it  to  the  jodg- 
ment    Mie  House,  wlietlier  tlie  ai^siance  has  not  mSmt- 
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goM  an  eotlre  change.  Neither  can  I  agree  with  him, 
that  it  ia  tbe  friends  of  the  Administration  who  have  first 
given  a  partisan  character  to  the  debate.  Tlie  gentle- 
man hasBpecified  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Bi.*Ki]  ta  having  been  the  first  to  give  it  this  character. 
For  two  or  lliree  days,  the  discussion  was  not  strongly  of 
that  descriptiofl.  The  resolution,  I  believe,  was  first  de- 
bated on  Tuesday  of  the  last  week,  and  on  Friday,  for 
the  first  time,  if  1  hare  correctly  watched  its  progress, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  f&lr.  Piatu]  with  a  force 
and  pungency  almost  peculiar  to  hinuelf^  mtroduced  in- 
to bis  address  to  the  House,  a  number  uf  the  topics  of 
accusation,  which  have  been  most  earnestly  pressed 
against  the  AdminiMratiim.  When  the  gentleman  from 
In^ana  took  tbe  floor,  Ue  stated,  (with  perfect  ju8ti<!e, 
as  I  thougtit, )  tlut  stich  had  been  the  course  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  that  be  felt  himself  called  on 
now  to  meet  the  question  on  that  ground.  I  mention 
tbeae  ^things,  not  by  way  of  complaint,  but  as  matter  of 
fact. '  Since  then,  die  mends  of  the  Administration  have 
entered,  bat  only  on  the  defennve,  into  the  debate — a 
debate,  of  a  chMcter,  I  fVeely  confess,  seriousl}^  to  be 
deprecated  t  not  because  the  n-iends  of  the  Administra- 
tioo  fear  tbe  Strictest  inquisition  that  can  be  made,  but 
because  it  leads  to-waste  of  lime  ;  sacrifice  of  the  public, 
and  postponement  of  private  interests. 

I  again  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  friendly  to  in- 
qniry,  in  any  and  every  form — 1  care  not  with  what  se- 
rerity  and  strictness  it  be  instituted.  I  know  that  all 
hnman  establiiihments  (espetially  so  vaat  and  complica- 
ted an  estahlishnient  as  that  of  a  Government,)  are  liable 
to  abuse.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  on  these  general  prin- 
ciples, that  there  may  be  ahiises  in  tlie  Government  as 
at  present  administered,  altbougli  they  are  as  likely  to  be 
abuses  of  restrictioi^  as  of  extravagance  ;  especially  as 
tlie  one  generally  leads  to  the  other.  Ill-timcd  and  mis- 
phoed  raduction  often  leads^  in  the  end,  to  more  lavish 
expenditure « and  a  judicious  expenditure,  (a  memorable 
instance  has  been  lately  stated  to  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  Post  Office,)  as  often  proves  to  be  true  economy. 
But,  retrenchment  is  a  popular  theme,  and  the  pruniog 
knife  has  sometimes  been  so  fully  applied  to  our  establith- 
nienti^  .that  tl.eir  vital  sap  bss  flowed  wit  of  the  wounds. 
Still,  however.  Sir,  I  would  never  oppose  an  ingu'tcy  into 
the  abtuei  tliat  may  exist ;  and  whether  they  be  those 
Aif  redtuidance  or  deficiency,  I  am  equally  ready  to  apply 
iJie 'remedy. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  general  remark.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bull]  in  his  liberal  and 
eloquent  address  to  the  House,  made  a  remai  k,  which 
be  Juatly  offered  as  sound  in  itself,  however  paradoxical 
in  its  terms,  that  there  were  states  of  things,  in  which 
that  which  is  naturally  the  health  and  strength  of  a  Peo- 
ple becomes  a  source  of  decline  and  decay.  Tlie  gentle- 
man applied  this  wise  remark  to  a  prt^uBc  expenditure 
of  public  money.  There  is  another  application  of  it, 
-  which  seems  to  me  to  be  equally  just  and  pertinent, 
Tliis  branch  of  the  Govo-nraent — the  Legislative  branch 
— is,  has  been,  and  ever  mutf  be,  the  great  centre  of 
power  in  tlie  Republic  It  la  tbe  heart  of  the  political 
syatem,  out  of  which  all  life  and  power,  at  they  have 
been  imbibed  from  the  People,  must  Sow  back,  through 
the  various  channels  of  administration,  to  them.  There 
are,  however,  other  branches  of  the  Government,  which 
cannot  be  dispeoaed  with  for  the  public  good,  and  these 
must  be  upheld,  in  their  proper  spheres  and  functions. 
Nov,  «r,  if  the  tremendoua  power  of  this  House  be 
brought  to  bear  undtUy  and  disproportionately  on  other 
brunches  of  the  system  ;  and  especially  if  it  he  put  into 
«n  extra-legislative  action,  (by  which  1  mean  an  action 
wholly  disconnected  from  its  functions,  either  as  a  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  or  the  grand  inquest  of  tbe  nation,) 
then,  also,  what  is  naturally  our  strength  and  safety,  be- 
comes a  source  of  weakness  decay,  and  niio. 


I  have  already  observed,  that  the  prominent  point  of 
the  inquiry,  as  now  before  the  House,  has  become  tbe 
foreign  service  of  the  country,  and  the  expenditure  of 
the  ftmcls  appropriated  for  defraying  its  expense.  The 
resolution  puts  forward  that  as  the  leading  topic,  and,  in 
its  very  terms,  (and  Uiis  objection,  I  must  confess,  applies 
also  to  the  amendment  as  modified)  gives  a  character  to 
the  mode  in  wliicb  that  part  of  the  service  has  ever  been 
administered,  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  the  law, 
and  the  usage  under  it.  We  are  to  enquire  into  the 
amount  of  the  sums  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  for 
foreign  intercourse,  and  settled  at  the  Treasury  without 
specification  ;  and  also  into  tlie  amount  paid  out  of  the 
same  fund,  and  settled  at  the  Treaaury,  in  Uie  usual  mode, 
according  to  law.  So  it  seems  that  there  are  two  kinds 
of  settlements — one  usual,  and  according  to  law  ;  the 
other  by  specification,and  impliedly  neither  usual  nor  legal. 

This,  Sir,  is  an  imporUnt  topic.  The  foreign  service 
of  the  country  is  an  exceedingly  responsible  branch  of 
the  public  service.  Unless  wc  adopt  the  Chinese  policy, 
we  cannot  but  stand,  in  relations  witli  foreign  nations, 
highly  important  to  the  wel&re  and  prosperity  ot  tbe 
countrv.  In  peace,  we  stand  in  tbe  relation  of  an  extend* 
ed  and  profitable  commercial  intercourse,  depen^g 
upon  its  prosperity,  to  a  good  degree,  on  the  character 
we  sustain  abroad.  When  peaceful  relations  give  way 
to  war,  its  duration  depends  not  a  little  on  tbe  character 
wilh  which  we  embark  in  it.  The  estimate  which  other 
nations  form  of  our  character,  is  affected  by  tbe  manner 
in  which  we  are  represented  abroad.  The  subject  of 
our  foreign  intercourse  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  too  lightly 
dealt  with.  It  is  one  for  which  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country  have  made  peculiar  provision — a 
provision,  as  1  conceive,  overlooked  or  misstated-by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution. 

By  the  Constitutbn  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided, 
that  the  Prendent  "  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
tbe  advice  and  coment  of  the  Senate,  shall  appmnt.  Am- 
bassadors, other  Public  Ministers,  and  Connils."  Over 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  no  control  is  given  by  tlie 
Constitution,  to  Congress  i  nor  have  they  undertaken  to 
exercise  any  other,  than  that  oflimiting  the  compensation 
to  be  allowed  to  such  officers  for  their  services,  and  the 
expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the  disciiarge  of  their  du- 
ties. How,  tiien,  was  this  provision  of  the  ConstUtiUon 
reduced  to  practice,  in  the  original  organization  of  tbe 
Giovernmeut  ?  In  bis  speech  at  tlie  opening  of  the  se- 
cond session  of  the  first  Congress,  Prendent  Washington 
brought  the  subjeet  bcfcwe  tbe  two  Homes,  in  tbe  fd- 
lowing  teims: 

"  The  interest  of  the  United  SUtes  requipM  that  our 
intercourse  with  ottur  nations  should  be  facilitated-  by 
such  provisions  as  will  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  duty  in  that 
respect,  in  the  i^anner  in  which  circumstances  may  ren- 
der must  conducive  to  the  public  good  ;  and  to  this  end, 
that  the  compensations  to  oe  made  to  tbe  persons  who 
ma^  be  employed,  should,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  appointments,  be  defined  by  law  ;  and  a  competent 
fund  designated,  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  conduct  of  our  Foreign  Ankirs.** 

With  the  subject  thus  presented  to  them,  what  did 
Congress  do  >  Did  ihej^  ms  a  law  creating  such  and  such 
missions  P  No,  sir.  Did  they  appropriate  sums  of  money 
for  such  and  such  salaries  and  expenditures  ?  No.  The 
law  passed  is  brief,  and,  bearing  strongly  on  this  and 
other  matters  of  interest,  I  b»  leave  to  cite  it.  It  bean 
dale  first  of  July,  1790  : 

"  Si  it  tnoeledt  Ue.  That  the  Pre^inl  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is,  authorized  to  draw  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
thousand  dollars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
ari«ng  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the 
support  of  such  persons  as'  be  shall  commission  to  serve 
the  United  States  m  foreign  partt,  wid  for  the  expeuek 
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incider.t  to  the  business  in  which  they  may  be  employed.  ]  certun  the  eompennUon  at  Public  MiniBt«ts.**  K 
Fromdea,  Thai,  ezcliuiTe  of  an  outfit,  which  sliall,  hi  no  tsini  no  sppropmUon.    It  re-en*ct«  the  former  Enutatim 


case,  exceed  the  ahiount  of  one  year's  full  salary  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  or  Charge  des  Affaires,  to  whom 
the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President  shall  not  allow 
to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  a  greater  sum  than  a(  the 
the  rate  of  nine  thous4nd  dollarfl  per  annum,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  all  his  personal  senrices,  and  other  expen- 
ses ;  nor  a  mater  sum  for  the  same,  than  foiir  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Charge  des  Affaires  ; 
nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same,  ihsn  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the  Secretary  of 
my  Minister  Plenipoteniiary.  jfnd  prtmded,  alto.  That 
the  Prendent shall  •eeoant.  specifically,  for  all  such  ex- 
penditurea  of  the  said  money,  as,  in  his  judgment,  may 
be  made  public,  and  idso  fur  the  amount  of  such  expen- 
ditures as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify,  and 
cause  a  regular  statement  and  account  thereof  to  be  Iwd 
ii^ore  Congress,  annually,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper 
office  of  tlie  Treasury  Department 

"  Sec  3.  ^nrf  be  it  Imiher  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
eontmue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  two  years,  and 
from  thence,  until  the  end  of  the  next  Senion  of  Con< 
gress  thereafter,  and  no  longer." 

There  is  one  phrase  in  the  law  to  which  I  invite  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House,  ("as  he  shall  commis. 
won**)— a  phrase  throvring  light  on  questions  not  long 
smce  much  agiinted  here  and  elsewhere.  There  were 
those,  who  took  erett  alarm  at  the  use  of  the  expression 
to  "  commisijon,^*  when  employed  by  the  PrcMdent  of 
the  United  States,  to  indicate  one  of  the  Executive  func- 
tions tn  the  appointment  of  a  foreign  Minister.  They 
probably  did  not  advert  to  the  &ct,  that  the  President 
made  iise  of  no  other  language  than  that  of  the  earliest 
legislation  under  the  Constitution,  and  meant  no  more 
than  the  law  meant,  by  the  same  expression. 

Tlie  next  law  on  the  subject  was  passed  9th  February, 
1793.  It  continued  the  act  of  July,  1790,  for  another 
>ear,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  tlie  next  aeswon  of  Con- 
gress thereafter,  and  amended  it  to  the  fiillcwing  efftret : 
Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  cases 
where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  issued,  or  shall 
hereafter  issue,  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
tercourse or  treaty  «'tlh  foreign  nations,  in  pursusnce  of 
any  law,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  autho- 
rized to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled,  annually,  with 
(he  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say  :  by  causing  the  same  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  specifically,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  ex- 
penditure thereof  may,  lo  his  judgment,  be  made  public, 
and  by  making  a  certi6cate  or  certificates,  or  causing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  make  a  tertiftcate  or  certifi- 
cates, of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  may 
think  it  advisable  not  to  specify  ;  and  evety  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or 
sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  expended." 

This  is  the  first  full  enactment  of  the  mode  of  setllc- 
meiit  i)y  certificate,  or  without  specification,  although 
the  elementa  of  tlie  provision  exist  in  the  law  of  1790. 

Hy  the  law  of  March  20,  1794,  the  lat^e  sum  of  one 
niiUion  of  dollars  was  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  an- 
nual forty  thousand  dclUri,  to  defray  any  expences  which 
might  be  incurred,  in  relation  to  the  intercoune  between 
the  United  States  and  Foreign  Nations  t  to  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  who,  If  necessary, 
was  authorized  to  borrow  the  money  t  and  an  account  of 
the  expenditure,  as  soon  as  might  be,  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress.  This  large  appropriation  was  designed 
to  meet  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers. 

Several  similar  acts  were  passed,  at  subsequent  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  till,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  a  law 
passed,  giving  to  the  legislation  on  this  subject  a  some- 
what modified  form.    This  Uw  is  entitled  <*  An  act  to  as- 


upon  the  condensation  of  Ministers  Plenipotontiaiy. 
Cnarg^  des  Affaires,  and  the  Secretaries  of  Hinisten : 
the  second  section  directs,  that,  where  any  sum  of  nw- 
ney  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasuij',  under  any  Uv 
making  appropriation  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
tercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Foreign  Ib> 
tions,  the  President  shall  cause  tlie  accounts  to  be  settled 
by  certificate,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  9th  Februaiy, 
1793  ;  omitting  the  substitution  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  the  President.  Tlits  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  ap> 
propriations  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  Foren 
Nations,  were  transferred  to  the  act  making  si^irapnBf 
tions  fbr  tlie  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1800. 
Besides  several  large  spedlio  it^jna*  6ftT-two  thoimd 
dollars  were  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  annual  fcr^ 
thousand. 

In  May,  1810,  an  act  was  passed,  fixing  the  cotnpenM- 
tion  of  Public  Ministers,  and  of  Consuls  to  tlie  Barbsiy 
States.  By  this  lav,  the  compensaticm  of  a  Minister,  and 
Chai^  des  AfTaires,  was  fixed  as  befwe  ;  that  of  a  Se- 
cretary of  Legation,  at  two  thousand  dollar^  Blc.  ;  tad 
it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  lawftilfbr  Ihe  Prendeat 
to  allow  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Chaig<  des  At- 
faires,  on  going  from  the  United  States,  to  any  Fore^ 
Country,  an  outfit,  which  sliall,  in  no  case,  exceed  oae 
year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or  Charge  des  Afiiuies; 
but  no  Consul  shall  be  allowed  an  outfit,  in  any  case 
whatever,  any  usage  or  custom  lo  the  eontraiy  notwith- 
standing. The  third  section  <^  this  law  was  tbc  sum, 
verbatim,  with  the  second  of  the  taw  of  1800. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  appropriation  acts  had  contabwd 
one  item,  viz  :  for  the  expenses  of  fordgn  inieroontse. 
From  1810  to  1814,  there  were  twjo  items  of  appropria' 
tion,  one  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  oae 
fiar  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  The 
first  of  these  sums  was  apnlied  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the 
Ministers,  Charge  des  Afnurei^  and  Secretaries  ;  the  se- 
cond was  placed  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  Picsi* 
dent,  to  discharge  contingent  expenses  arising  from  the 
foreign  intercourse,  as  he  should  think  just  and  equitable. 

In  the  general  appropriation  act  of  1814^  Uie  ilea 
which,  till  then,  had  baen  expressed  in  general  tenn^ 
for  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  was  made  own 
specific — *'  for  the  salaries,  allowances,  and  contingeHt 
ex^nses,  of  Ministers  to  Foreign  Nations,  and  of  Seeie- 
lanes  of  Legation  {"  after  which  was  added  tlie  other 
item,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  betweea 
the  United  States  and  Foreign  Nations. 

In  April.  1818,  the  general  appropriation  bill  contvo- 
ed  one  item  for  the  salaries  of  Ministers  at  the  severd 
Foreign  Courts,  specified  by  name,  and  their  several  Se- 
cretaries of  Legation  (  an  item  for  two  outfiu  of  Minis, 
ters,  to  London  and  St.  Petersburg  ;  an  item  for  the  eoo- 
tingent  expenses  of  all  the  m'ssions  ;  an  item  to  provide 
fbr  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  precedinfr 
year  ;  and  the  usual  item  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse.  Similar  specificaUons  have  be«i 
made  in  all  the  annual  general  appropriation  bill^  sbc* 
that  time. 

From  this  view  of  the  legulalioD  of  the  subject  it 
pears  that,  originally,  the  wbtrie  fond  fbr  fimign  iDte^ 
course,  and,  since  1814,  the  sums  appropriated  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  have  bees 
placed  entirely  at  the  direction  of  the  President.  And, 
further,  that  a  settlement,  by  certificate,  without  specifi- 
cation, is  coeval  with  the  Government,  and  in  confotimty 
both  with  usage  and  law. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  statements,  not 
merely  for  the  s;ike  of  a  better  understanding  of  Uie 
point,  in  the  resolution,  on  which  it  bears,  but  abo  in  or- 
der to  pn-pare  the  way  for  a  satisfitctory  answer  to 
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of  tbe  cbaixes  made  igaiiwt  the  President  of  the  United 
Sbktes,  relatire  to  the  accoiinta  of  his  eompensatton  ind 
allowaoee^  u  a  Foreign  Hiniiter.  liiis  ii  s  subject  on 
which  I  enter  with  tome  reluctance  t  it  is  nut.  perhaps, 
of  the  chss  which  I  should  select  to  discuss  on  this  floor. 
It  does  not  belong,  strictly,  to  this  debate  (  but  it  has 
been  introduced,  on  the  present  occasion,  with  strong 
emphasis  ;  and  to  the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  giving  sanc- 
tion to  wbat  is  said  more  at  large  on  the  same  topic  else- 
where. This  is  an  important  pmnf:  for  the  allegations 
hsTfi  extended  nut  merely  to  a  eliarge  of  extravagance, 
but  of  iHenlily,  and  even  fraud. 

High  salaries  are,  1  know,  a  popular  subject  of  com- 
ment, and,  as  tliose  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  are,  with  a 
single  exception,  the  highest  mid  under  the  Govern' 
ment,  it  is  natural  that  they  should  be  obnoxious  to  com- 
plaint. But,  sir,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that,  high  as 
tbey  may  be  thouglit,  great  as  tbetr  aggregate  may  seem* 
for  the  service  of  a  long  series  trf"  years,  they  are  yet  too 
small  t  and,  but  for  the  extra  allowance  by  which  they 
are  eked  out,  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  their  ob- 
ject. It  a  not  long  nnce  that  a  most  respectable  member 
of  Congresflt  opposed  to  the  Adminiatration,  expressed  to 
me  hia  concurrence  in  this  opinion,  and  his  willingness 
to  jiun  in  raising  tiiem.  I  speak  of  the  salaries  M  the 
three  moat  expensive  minionft— to  London,  Pari^  and 
St.Peter^ui«fa.  It  it  a  suffiaent  confirmation  of  the  tmUi 
of  tliia  remark,  that  the  conpensation  of  Foreign  Minis- 
ters is  smaller,  by  one^ifth,  than  it  was  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  It  was  then  fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenaes.  We 
are  told,  by  a  gentleman  from  Viivinia,  [Mr.  FlOzb]  that 
he  approved  the  Hepubliean  simplicity  in  which  a  Fnink< 
lin  and  a  Livingston  lived,  at  the  Court  of  France.  Dr. 
Franklin's  simplicity  was  kept  up,  for  about  eight  years 
and  a  half,  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  one  hundred  and 
tweiity.two  thousand  dollars,  (money  being  tlien  twice  as 
valuable  as  now,)  and  Chancellor  Living9toii«  as  I  am  in- 
{brmed,  during  his  short  residence  at  Paris,  in  addition  to 
his  allowance  from  the  Government,  sunk  an  estate  of 
cme  bsndrcd  thousand  dollars.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that,  but 
)br  the  extra  allowances  it  would  be  imposaible  for  our 
Uinisters,  at  the  Courts  I  have  nametl,  to  remain  and 
aupport  themselves;  and  the  weight  of  neceuary  ex- 
penditure over  the  utmost  allowance,  haii,  to  many  of 
them,  proved  the  cause  of  utter  ruin.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  apemfy  the  names  of  the  living  or  of 
the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker:  Tlie  allowanoea  to  the 
Pi eudent,  be  they  great  or  small,  were  tlie  acts  of  other 
Administrations— -of  the  Administrations  of  Messrs  Madt. 
son  and  Honroe.  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  in  estab- 
bshing  the  offices,  fixing  the  compensation,  or  seeking 
the  employment.  For  a  iliird  of  a  century  passed  in  the 
public  service,  he  never,  neither  himself,  nor  hts  friends 
for  him,witli  his  knowledge,  nur  witliout  his  knowledge, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  solicited  any  office.  Tbe  oompensa- 
tions.  and  allowances  to  tbe  Foreign  Ministers  were 
fixed  by  General  Washington,  under  the  limitations  of 
acts  of  Congress,  and  were  paid  to  Mr.  Adams,  as  they 
bad  been  paiil  to  bis  predecessors. 

Farther,  sir,  Mr.  Adnma  liad  nothing  to  do  with  audit- 
ing hia  own  accounts,  or  controlling  the  settlement  of 
tflem  I  although  this  has  been  alleged,  nut  of  doors,  and 
■ntiinaled,  as  I  think,  in  tliis  debate.  The  atanding  in* 
atractimis  to  our  foreign  Ministers,  require  them,  once  a 
quarter,  to  make  up  nnd  transmit  an  account  to  the 
Treasury.  Tltis  was  done  by  Mr.  Adams  ;  and  in  all  his 
accounts  there  was  but  one  item  which  the  accmmting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  declined  settling  Uiemsclves. 
Tliat  one  item  was  referred  to  the  FreMdent,  by  Mr. 
Adam%  while  Secretary  of  State  t  and,  on  legal  advise- 
meat,  ordered  by  the  Fraident  to  be  settled.  To  this  I 


shall  presently  recur.  With  this  exception,  Mr.  Adam* 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  his  aocouoto 
than  you  had,  Mr>  Speaker.  He  could  have  no  more  to 
do  with  it,  if  the  officers  of  the  Treasuiy  wereikithMto 
.  their  trust. 

I  will  add,  sir,  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  aom* 
berof  years  passed  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  foreign  service  i 
tlie  nature  of  his  appointments ;  the  variety  and  impor- 
tance of  the  missions  with  which  be  has  be«n  entrusted^ 
in  whole  or  in  part,  no  foreign  Minister  has  recdved  1ms 
than  he ;  while  many  have  received  more.  Toe  the  four 
years  and  eight  months,  commencing  in  1813,  when  the 
first  question  of  his  accounts  arises,  and  ending  at  his  re- 
turn, he  received,  in  all,  about  $  75,000.  For  a  liktt 
term,  Mr.  Monroe  received  $83,000;  for  one  year  and 
eleven  months,  Mr.  Pinkncy  received  1 41,000. 

To  place  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light,  permit  me,  air,' 
to  enter  into  some  detail.  In  July,  1809,  Mr  Adams  ic 
cdved  his  appointment  as  Mioiater  to  Russia,  with  the 
usual  salary  and  outfit,  and  tepured  with  his  bmily,  to 
St  PeterriiurB^  :  a  rewdenee,  I  believe,  as  expennve  as 
any  in  the  world.  No  exception,  aa  I  understand,  is 
taken  to  any  tlving  in  his  account^  till  tbe  commence- 
ment of  the  mission  for  tbe  negotiation  of  peace  twder 
the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  This  media- 
tion was  oflfered  in  the  Fall  of  1613,  through  the  agency 
of  Mr.  Adams ;  and  I  brieve  it  is  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  fkvorable  impresnon  of 
the  American  character  conceived  by  the  Emperor  AIex> 
ander,  during  the  misMon  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  offer 
was  made.  This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  Americaa 
Government,  and,  in  April,  1813,  a  commission  waa  sent 
to  >Ii^  Atlaina,  jmntly,  with  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard, 
to  negotiate  the  treaty  with  Great  Britun,  under  the 
proffered  mediation.  The  Secretary  of  SUte,  under 
Mr.  Madison,  on  informing  him  Of  his  appointment,  ia 
conjunction  with  the  othM*  gentlemen,  said,  "as  you  will 
all  be  exposed  to  considerable  expense,  an  outfit  has 
been  allowed  to  each."  It  may  here  be  observed,  that, 
in  employing,  as  one  of  the  three  negotiators,  the  resi- 
tlent  Jdinister  st  St.  Petersburgh,  a  saving  of  1 9,000  ac- 
enied  to  the  Government.  The  outfit  aUuded  to  was  al- 
lowed and  pwid,  at  the  time,  to  Mr.  Adams- 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  arrived  at  St.  Petersborgh 
in  July,  1813.  The  Emperor  was  absent  on  the  event* 
ful  campaign  against  the  French  ;  but  the  conferences  of 
the  Commissioners  were  opened  with  Count  Romanzofi^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Epipire.  The  expenses  wluch  the 
outfit  was  intended  to  cover,  incident  to  the  arrival  of  m 
new  miaiion,  actually  accrued  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  were  incurred  the  more  freely  by  Mr.  Adams,  fw  the 
very  reason  that  be  had  been  allowed  and  paid  an  outfit 
for  that  purpose.  England,  however,  it  is  wolL  known, 
refused  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor,  and 
the  mission  under  it  closed,  by  the  departure  of  Messrs. 
Bayard  and  Gallatin,  in  Januaty,  1814.  Mr.  Adams  ms 
tlien  left  as  the  resident  Minister  at  St.  Petersbunh. 

In  refusng  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
Great  Britain  <^ered  to  treat  directly  with  the  United 
States,  at  Gottenbui^h  or  I^ndon,  and  this  ofTer  was  ac- 
cepted. Mr.  Adams  was  appointed,  in  joint  commisslun 
with  Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  and  Russell,  to  whom  was  af- 
terwarda  added  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  negotiate  for  peace  at 
Gottenburgh.-  Mr.  A.  received  this  commission  at  St. 
Fetersburgli,  in  April,  181^  with  the  inatructions  to  re- 
pair to  Gottenbiirgh.  His  commission  as  Uinislec  to  St. 
Petersburgh  still  remaned  in  force,  and  he  was  directed 
to  leave  Mr.  L-  Harris,  as  charged  with  the  affairs  of  tli« 
Legation  during  hia  absence  Of  his  family,  he  had  with 
him  at  that  time,  at  St.  Peteraburgh,  hia  wife,  in  very 
ill  health,  and  a  son  under  seven  years  of  age.  In  trav^ur* 
ling  from  St  Petersburg!)  to  GuLtenburgh,  it  was  nece^ 
sary  to  go  by  water  passage,  upon  tbe  Gulfs  of  Finland 
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and  Bothnia,  or  by  croaunff  fire  p«MRg«i,  from  ten  to 
fifty  mile*  in  extent,  over  the  islands  of  the  tatter  of  those 
OuUs — which  passa^ea,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  by 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  were  rendeiyd  imprsclica- 
blCf  and  ware,  at  their  first  opening*  extremely  danger- 
ous. 

There  was  little  expectation,  in  any  quarter,  that  the 
negotiation  would  be  soccess^l ;  and  there  .  was  every 
reason,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Adsnu,  to  believe,  that,  after 
a  short  absence,  he  would  be  obliged  to  return  to  St. 
Petemburgh.  He  therefore  left  his  family  and  establiali- 
meot  there,  which  cuntinued  at  nearly  the  same  expense 
as  before.  Taking  passage  by  water  at  Revel,  in  the 
first  vessel  which  sailed,  ^er  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice, 
and  after  repealed  delay  and  detention,  and  great  risk, 
from  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Adams  arrived  at  Stockholm  on 
the  35tti  of  May.  He  there  learned  that  an  armngement 
had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  (Who  were 
in  London)  with  the  British  Government,  by  wlucb  the 
seat  of  negotiation  bad  been  transferred  from  Gottenbuigh 
to  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  An  American  sloop  of  war  was 
then  at  Gottenburgh,  having,  as  a  cartel,  conveyed  Ueaars. 
Clay  and  Russell  to  that  place.  It  was  ordered  to  the 
Texel,  (here  to  await  the  further  direction  of  the  Ameri< 
caiL  Ministers.  Mr.  Adams  accordingly  proceeded  to 
GotteabuKli,  embarked  with  Mr.  RusseU  on  board  the 
Tesaal,  landed  from  her  at  the  Texel,  and  thence  proceed- 
ed by  land  to  Ghent,  where  he  arrived  on  theS4th  June. 
Six  months  from  that  day,  on  the  34di  December,  1614j 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  signed. 

¥m  this  Mission  to  Gottenbui^h  and  Ghent,  Hr.  A. 
never  (as  has  been  alleged)  received  either  salary  or  out- 
fit. And  yet  it'wsii  a  mission  different  in  its  locality  and 
the  expenses  incident  to  it,  from  that  under  the  media- 
tion. The  outfit  for  the  latter  was  notintended  to  cover, 
and  could  not  cover,  the  extra  expenses  for  the  former. 
Accordingly,  Mcmts.  Gallatin  and  Bayard,  each  of  whom 
had  received  an  outfit  and  the  expenses  of  their  convey- 
ance to  St,  Fetersburgh,  on  the  mission  of  the  mediation, 
were  yet  allowed  all  their  travelling  expenses  from  St. 
Peversbun^to  Ghent.  On  tliesameprinciple,  and  on  the 
CBtablisbed  preoedents  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pinck- 
ney.  in  1795,  and  Mr.  Mtmroe,  in  1805,  who  were  allow- 
.ed  iSl  the  extra  expenses  of  theh-  Misuon  to  Spain,  wtiile 
they  retained  their  commissions  and  salaries  as  resident 
Flenipotentiarieain  London,  Mr.  A.  retaining  his  commis- 
sioa  at  St  Fetcrd>ui^li,  was  allowed,  in  addition  to  Ihs 
salary  as  Minister  there,  the  necessary  e:^;}enses  incident 
to  the  mission  extraordinary  to  Gottenhurgh  and  Ghent. 
The  reasonableness  of  the  allomince  to  them  waa  never 
tUnibted.  In  Mr.  Monroe's  case,  it  receired  the  direct 
sanction  of  Congrcvs,  not  two  years  ago.  It  could  not  be 
niOTe  questionable  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams.  Those  gen- 
tlemen liad  to  provide  for  their  families  in  their  lUisence  : 
Mr.  Adams  was  compelled  to  leave  his  at  St.  Petersburg)), 
with  a  necessary  continuance  of  almost  all  the  expenses 
(if  his  establishment.  The  extra'cxpense^  incurred  were, 
therefore,  fairly  chargeable  upon  tlie  extra  service.  The 
period  during  which  this  service  continued,  including  the 
negotiation  of  a  commercial  convention  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  fifteen  months,  from  April  36,  when  Mr.  A. 
left  St,  Petersburg!!,  to  3d  July.  But  the  charges  made 
by  hira,  and  allowed  to  him,  were  confined  to  the 
period  from  his  departure  from  St.  Petemburgh  to  tlie 
time  wlieu  his  family  joined  him  at  Pari^  about  eleven 
months. 

Hr.  Adams  had  been  infbrmed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  on  the  mission,  un 
der  tlie  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  conclusion  of  peace,  it  was  the  intention  of 
President  Madison  to  nominate  him  as  Minister  to  London. 
He  accordingly  repaired  to  Parian  aitd  directed  his  family 
to  join  him  there,  with  a  view  to  receiving  the  order  u 


the  Presidenl  either  for  his  transfer,  or  his  recall  to  Amer- 
ica.  They  arrived  at  Paris,  March  20,  1815.  On  the  7th 
of  May,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
informing  him  of  his  appointment  a^  Minister  to  London. 
This  was  in  the  midst  of  the  period  in  Prance  which  haa 
been  called  the  Hundred  Days  t  between  the  arrival  erf 
Napoleon  from  Elba  and  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  or- 
dinary communications  between  France  and  England 
were  interrupted  j  and  the  passage  of  Mr.  A.  and  bis 
family  to  tlie  latter  country  was  attended  with  difficulty 
and  delay.  He  arrived  in  London  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1815,  and  the  next  day  received  his  commiaMon  and 
Credential  ratters  to  England,  and  letter  of  recall  from 
Russi.1. 

According  to  tlie  rule  adopted,  as  early  as  the  Adminis- 
tration of  General  Washington,  Hr.  A  would  have  been 
authorized  to  consider  his  Mission  as  Minister  Plenipotea- 
ti»y  to  the  Rusuan  Government  as  terminating  on  the 
d»y  on  which  he  reoaved  his  letter  of  recalL  He  mig^t, 
also,  on  the  same  rule,  have  charged  his  extra  expenses 
to  the  account  of  the  joint  commission  for  negotiatiogr  the 
commercial  convention  with  Great  Britain.  He,  boverer, 
considered  his  mission  to  St.  Fetersburgh  as  terminating 
when  the  expenses  incideiit  to  it  terminated,  viz  :  the  ar- 
rival of  his  ftmily  at  Paris,'  and  regarded  the  special  mir 
uon  for  negotiating  a  commercial  convention  as  niei|[ed 
in  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Englaad,  for  whidi 
he  received  a  full  outfit.  Accordingly,  mtm  the  30th  of 
March,  1815,  he  made  no  charge,  and  received  no  allow- 
ances for  tlie  expenses  of  a  special  mission.  His  col- 
lea^ea  received,  for  their  part,  in  the  service  of  nego* 
tiatmg  the  commercial  convention  of  July  3,  1815,  each  a 
half  outfit.  Mr.  A.  has  reemved  no  corresponding  allow* 
ance. 

In  this  way,  the  time  for  wliich  Mr.  Adams  was  allowed 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  special  misnon  to  Gotten- 
burgh and  Ghent,  is  reduced  to  between  ten  and  eleven 
months — about  the  same  space  of  time  wbicb  was  oceo- 
pied  by  the  special  Mission  to  Spain  of  Mr.  T.  Pinckney, 
in  1795,  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  1804-5.  The  allowance  to 
thode  gentlemen  for  th«r  expensei^  wa^  to  Mr.  Fiodc- 
ney  about  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  to  Hr.  Monroe  up- 
wards of  eleven  thousand  dolbvs.  Tlie  whole  amount 
of  expenses  allowed  to  Mr.  Adam»,  was  (6,385 — less 
than  was  ever  claimed  or  allowed  in  any  panltel  case, 
since  the  foundaiion  of  the  Government 

Of  the  Ministers  of  the  Upited  Slates  to  Europe,  who 
have  been  employed  at  tlie  same  time,  upon  several 
distinct,  important,  and  expensive  missions,  there  is  no 
one  whose  case  approaches  so  nearly  to  that  t>f  Hr. 
Adams,  as  that  of  the  late  President,  Mr.  Monroe.  Each 
was  employed  un  four  distinct  missions,  in  three  dilFerent 
countries,  for  a  length  of  time  within  forty  daya  the  same. 
The  allowances  to  Mr.  Monroe,  (prior  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  May,  1826,  which  he  receivetl  ten  thousand 
dollars  more,  with  interest  for  sixteen  years,  as  an 
allowance  for  detention  at  I^ndon)  were  $  83,000 ; 
those  to  Mr.  Adami^  $75,000.  Omitting  fractioos  iu  both 
cases. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Monroe  is  worthy,  in  this  connexion,  of 
the  more  particular  attention  of  the  House.  He  went  to 
Europe  in  1803;  with  three  commissions — one  as  Minister 
resident  in  England,  one  as  Joint  Gummissioner  with 
Chancellor  Livingston,  in  France,  and  a  third  as  Join 
Commissioner  with  Hr.  Pinckney,  in  Spain.  He  was,  on 
his  departure,  allowed  an  outfit  ss  Minister  to  Ei^land, 
but  was  told  that  he  could  not'be  allowed  it  as  Extraordi- 
nary Minister  to  France.  He  sailed  for  this  last  country 
in  the  Spring  of  1803,  passed  a  few  weeks  tliere  in  nego- 
tiating, in  conjunction  with  Mc.  Livingston,  and  went  cjver 
to  England.  After  his  return  to  America,  he  claimed  an 
outfit  to  Prance,  and  was  allowed  it  by  President  MadiaoB, 
5tb  Hay,  1 810,  fixir  daya  after  the  passage  of  I  he  law  of  IH 
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May.  1810,  whichifla]'.egedtotiniitthe«llovanccorout- 
fits  to  Ministers  going  from  the  United  SUtes.  These 
two  ouifiu  accrued  to  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  space  of  foar 
months. 

The  next  year  he  went  to  Spain,  on  1^  special  misnon, 
and  was  gone  about  nine  months.  For  his  etpfentes  on 
this  mission,  he  was  allowed  gll.OOO,  in  addition  to  his 
regular  salary  as  Minister  at  London.  It  is  true  that  a 
small  part  of  this  allowance  wa«  for  ezjienses  not  strictiy 
personal  to  himself.  It  was  Mr.  Mbnroe's  intention  to  re- 
turn to  America  in  1805,  but  the  aspect  of  our  negotia- 
tions making  it  expedient  that  he  ahould  continue  at  Lon- 
don, he  waa  instructed  by  the  I^sident  to  remain  there, 
which  he  did  for  two  years  hmger,  during  which  time  he 
was  associated  in  a  negotiation  with  Mr.  PinelcneT.  This 
detention  occasioned  to  Mr.  Monroe  increased  expendi- 
ture, although  his  residence  waa  not  changed.  Por  this 
increased  expenditure,  he  claimed  an  allowance,  on  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts  in  1810.  Thia  allowance  was 
suspended  by  Ur.  Madison  i  and,  for  obvious  considera- 
tions, was  not  subseouently  bruught  fcnwatd  by  Ur.  Mon- 
roe, tin  the  cloae  of  his  administration,  lie  then  submit- 
ted it  to  Congress.  It  was  examined  by  them  at  two  suc- 
cessiTc  sessions,  under  the  auspices  of  two  select  com- 
mittees,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ixsbim.]  The  equity  of  the 
claim  was  allowed  ;  a  bill  was  introduced- by  the  gentle- 
man, alloiring,  among  other  items,  about  $  10,000  for  this 
two  years'  detention,  witl»  interest  down  to  the  present 
time  :  a  sum  more  thsn  equal,  without  interest  to  a  third 
outflt-m  three  years.  I  voted  with  the  gentleman  through- 
out, on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  helieving  the  claim  just 
•nd  equitable,  but  without  the  least  conception  that  I 
might  ever  wiah  to  make  use  of  it  as  a  precedent  ;  for 
I  did  not  at  that  time  know  that  any  thing  in  the  Presi- 
dent's accounts  had  been  aubject  to  exception. 

Thus  did  Congress,  by  a  special  act,  make  to  Mr.  Hon. 
roe  an  allowance  more  than  equal  to  a  third  full  outfit,  with 
interest  for  rixteen  years,  notwithstanding  he  lud  already 
received  greater  compensation  ami  allowances  than  those 
pud  to  Mr.  \.  for  the  same  sen-ices  during  an  equal  pe- 
riod. 

One  word  more  as  to  the  outfit  for  the  mission  under 
the  mediation,  before  I  pass  from  this  subject.  It  ought, 
in  the  first  place,  to  be  observed,  that  the  practice  of  al- 
lowing a  fiill  outfit  to  a  resident  Minister  abroad,  when 
eommiBiioned  on  a  new  mission,  was  first  introduced  by 
itr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams,  when  appointed  by  President 
Washington  to  Lisbon,  (being  Cliarg^  d'AfTaires  at  the 
Hague)  had  but  a  half  outfit,  and  when  transferred  by 
Prendent  A<lams  to  Berlin,  had  also  but  a  half  outfit.  On 
the  same  rule,  when  Mr.  Vans  Murray  was  by  President 
Adams  appointed  on  the  mission  to  France,  jointly,  with 
Messrs.  Davie  and  Kllsworth,  he  was  told,  by  oHer  of 
President  Adams,  that  a  half  outfit  only  would  be  allowed 
him.  On  his  return  home,  under  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration, he  waa  allowed  and  nud  a  ftill  outfit  And  the 
precedent  then  eatiblished,  has  since  been  panued  in 
like  caaes. 

With  respect  to  the  outfit  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams  in 
1813,  it  was,  by  Mr.  MaiUson's  order,  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mr.  Adams  out  of  a  fund  entirely  at  the  dtspoaal  of  the 
President,  on  the  ground  of  the  additional  ezpenaes  to  be 
incurred,  and  in  conjunction  with  h'S  colleagues.  At  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  among  the  estimates  from  the 
Treasury,  was  one  for  three  outfits  which  had  already  been 
allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  fbr  foreign 
Intereourae.  Instead  of  the  amount  of  these  outfits,  Coii- 

Sess  appropriatetl  a  su'n  equal  only  to  two  and  a  half ;  so 
at  {32,500  only,  instead  of  $  37,000,  were  rephu»d  to 
the  contingent  fund.  Mr.  Adams  waa  accordingly  called 
on  to  refund  one-lmlf  of  the  outfit,  which  he  hatl  been  al- 
lowed and  piud  by  Prewdent  Madison,  and  which  he  Itad 


received  and  m  part  expended.  This  he  declined  to  do* 
and  owing  to  this  item,  his  accounts  remained  for  sonw 
years  unsettled.  living  under  a  {roverament  of  laws, 
and  supposing  he  was  entitled  to  their  protection,  be  re- 
quested the  oificers  of  the  Treasury  to  institute  a  suit 
against  him,  in  order  that,  if  a  judicial  tribunal  decided 
in&vor  oftlie  allowance,  it  might  be  made  him  :  and  pre* 
pared,  if  otheiSrise,  to -acquiesce.  This,  liowever,  the 
Treasury  declined  doing.  When  the  provision  was  in- 
troduced into  the  law,  stopping  the  salaries  of  all  officera 
in  arrears  to  the  Government,  Mr.  Adanfs  appealed  to  the 
President  for  bil  decision.  The  President  took  the  offi' 
Cial  advice  of  the  Attorney  General.  This  offieer  deci- 
ded that  the  claim  was  undoubtedly  valid,  and  it  was  al- 
lowed and  paid  accordingly.  The  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  may  be  found,  Documents  ist  Sesmon  19tli 
Congress,  vol.  x.  doc.  167. 

Another  subject  has  been  brought  into  thia  discission 
by  a  gemleman  fVum  tiarih  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cassov]  on 
which  1  shall,  with  great  relactance,  say  a  few  words. 
Re  says  that  he  was  astonished  that  the  Administration, 
after  receiving  14,000  dolhus  in  the  Spring  of  1835,  for 
furnishing  the  President's  House,  should^  at  the  next  sea* 
sion  of  Oongress,  ask  for  35,000  dollars.  Su*,  when,  in 
the  Spring  of  1835,  the  osual  appropriation  of  14,000  dol- 
lars waa  made  for  furnishing  the  President's  House,  (which 
had  never  been  entirely  fumiahed}  it  was  in  respect  to . 
himiture,  in  a  forlmi  and  destitute  state.  The  appropri' 
•tion  of  14,000  dollars  was  acconUngly  almost  wh«1y  ex- 
pended in  articlea  of  daily  household  utility.  In  the 
course  of  the  session,  a  motion  was  made  for  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency,  at  tliat  time,  of  finishing 
and  famisliing  the  public  buildinga.  As  far  aa  the  Presi- 
dent's House  was  concerned,  this  motion  had  eapecial  re- 
ference to  the  large  Eutem  Room,  which  bad  never  been 
furnished.  This  motion,  I  take  leave  to  aay,  was  made 
without  any  knowledge  or  Agency  on  thw  part  of  the  oe  - 
cupant  of  that  houae,  or  any  irf'his  family.  The  conarit- 
lee,  thus  raised,  went  to  the  President's  House,  to  satisfy 
ihemselres,  by  actual  inspection,  of  its  situation,  in  respect 
to  furniture.  Though  one  of  the  committee,  1  waa  my- 
self prevented  by  illness  from  attending  to  that  duty.  They 
found,  of  course,  the  Iat|fe  room  empty,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  diair  framea,  without  teats  t  and  in  every 
part  of  the  houae  a  want  of  fiirniture,  required,  not  for 
elegance  and  luxury,  but  for  comfort.  They  then.dh«ct' 
ed  two  artisans  tu  examine  the  premises,  and  estimate 
the  expense  of  furnishing  them.  For  the  large  room  twu 
estimates  were  given  in,  one  amounting  to  20,000  dollars, 
and  the  other  to  16,000  dollars  {  while  the  only  etiimate 
for  the  rendue  of  the  house  was  10,000  dollars.  The 
committee  reported  a  gross  sum  of  35,000  doUara,  to  for- 
nish  the  Eastern  room,  to  supp'y  the  deficiency  of  furni- 
ture in  other  parts  of  the  house,  and  to  make  aume  slight 
repairs.  In  this  estimate,  neither  the  Prewdent  of  the 
United  States  nor  anv  member  o(  the  fiimily,  had,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  the  least  agency,  llie  gentleman,  there- 
fore, is  wholly  mistaken,  in  aaying  that  the  Adndniatnuion 
aaked  for  thu  new  appropriation. 

When  the  bill  was  ^before  the  House,  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (I  think)  moved  to  strike  out  ttie  sum 
of  35,000  dollara.  No  ftiend  of  the  Administration  said  a 
word  in  favor  of  retaining  it.  On  tl>e  contrary,  a  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bbbcheb]  made  a  motion  to  reduce  it  to 
5,000  dollars.  A  gentleman  from  Georgia,  now  its  Go- 
vernor, [Mr.  Fobsttb]  opposed  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  on  the  ground  though  it 
was  mistaken  policy,  (in  which  I  entirely  concur  with 
him,)  to  provide  the  President  a  lodging  at  tlie  public  ex- 
pense, yet,  that,  having  done  so,  it  ought  to  be  decently 
furnished.  Another  gentleman,  also  in  opponfion,  (Mr. 
CAXBxsnvo]  expressed  the  aame  sentiment,  and  Uie  ap- 
propriation was  retaiaed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<S4i  GALES  €^  BEATON'S  REGISTER  1812 

H.  or  R.]  ReftmckmaU.  [Fib.  1. 1838. 


Notwithstanding  the  mode  in  which  this  took  place,  a 
^nigbiy  clamor  againat  the  Prendent  arose  throughout  the 
country.  The  estimates  of  tfae  -  upholsterers  were  diffu* 
sed  through  the  Opposilicn  press.  The  hard,  suspicious, 
FreDCh  names  of  nit^lture,  egiployed  by  these  artisans, 
were  found  Mgnificant  of  coiruption  i  and  it  was  declar- 
ed to  |>e  die  affair  of  the  Preddent  and  his  political  friends. 
SStt  no  man  ti  above  public  opinion  i  and  na  matter  is 
■o  snallf  that  tt  may  not  furnish  a  aufBcient  fulcrum  for 
moving  Uie  greatest  masses.  Tlie  odium  excited  by  this 
nuB  matter  was  intense  ;  and»  yielding  to  it,  I  did,  at  the 
next  scsMon  of  Congress,  move  to  reduee  the  appropria- 
tion from  25,000  dollars^  (for  not  a  cent  had  been  drawn 
ftun  the  Treasuryl  to  6,000  dollars ;  a  sum  adequate  to 
pay  fur  That  had  already  been  bought  or  contracted  for. 
The  firienda  of  the  Adminiatntion  in  the  House  were  blam- 
ed for  yielding  to  that  clamor  :  but  whoever  will  revert  to 
the  hmeus  letter  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer — a  gross 
liU>rication  from  be^iiing  ta  end,  but  artfully  calculated 
fbr  effect— Hind  take  this  m  connexion  with  the  outrageous 
claosor  whicli  pervaded  the  country  on  the  aame  subject, 
wiU  admit  that  we  took  the  proper  course. 

There  is  another  matter  in  itiis  connexion,  to  which  I 
feel  bound  to  ulvert,  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina has  especially  referred  to  me  on  the  subject.  In  en- 
gaging in  tlieir  duly,  in  reference  to  the  furnishing  of  the 
public  buildings,  the  Committee  thought,  while  so  large 
ao  additional  appropriation  was  proposed,  that  it  would 
be  satiiiactory  to  the  House  to  know,  in  what  way  the 
ftrOKT  usual  appropriation  had  been  applied.  They, 
Ibeicfbra  requested  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Presi- 
dent (who  tlic^  understood  iiad  been  employed  in  super- 
intending the  furnishing  of  the  house,)  to  give  them  a 
statement  of  what  ha<l  been  bought.  This  he  according- 
ly did.    And,  among  the  items  contjiined  in  the  invento- 

2,  were  a  billiard  table,  costing  fifty  dollars ;  some  of 
e  appurtenances  to  it,  and  a  set  ofcheasmen.  Now,  sir. 
it  may  hare  been  a  remarkable  obtuseness  of  moral  sen- 
timent on  the  part  of  the  committee,.but  it  so  happened, 
that  no  alarm  was  tatoen  by  them  at  these  dangerous  arti- 
cles. The  inventory  was  reported  to  the  -House,  with 
the  other  papers  accompanying  the  bill.  Forthwith,  as 
I  have  alremdy  said,  a  portentous  outcry  arose.  The  mat- 
ter was  taken  up  with  all  the  energy  of  the  press  t  the 
Present  was  denounced  as  the  oomqiter  <^  the  youth 
of  the«ountry  t  the  articles  themselves  wen  declared  to 
be  parts  of  a  splendid  gamblii^  establishment  i  the  Admi- 
uisttation  was  represented  as  a  set  (not  merely  political- 
Iv,  but  morally,)  of  desperadoes  and  debaucliees^  and 
the  PreKdent's  House  was  the  scene  of  tlieir  orgies.  Co. 
luBUis  of  this  loathsome  cant  filled  the  newspapers.  In 
^e  time*  the  gentleman  fWim  Korth  Carolina  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  aubjeet.  I  do  not  say  he 
did  it  in  oflTensive  terms  :  for  I  really  do  not  recollect  wh^t 
he  aaid  about  it.  His  comment  lud,  however,  the  effect 
of  givii^  a  sanction  to  what  bad  been  said  ahvady  else' 
where. 

Now,  sir,  what  was  tlie  President  to  do  >  Neither  he, 
nor  any  one  else,  as  1  have  just  said,  is  above  public  opin- 
ion t  he  is,  on  the  contrary,  more  powerfully  ai^jected 
to  it  than  any  other  person,  for  the  reason  that  lua  station 
^ves  greater  importance  to  his  actions.  The  account 
was  not  yet  settled  at  the  Treasury.  The  statement  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  waa  nothing  but  the  account  of 
the  President's  Private  .Secrettiry,  (an  officer  not  known 
to  the  Government)  with  the  fund.  It  was  necessary  to 
settle  an  account  with  the  Treasury.  In  doing  so^  it  wss 
iMceamiy  fbr  tfie  President  to  charge  either  the  public  or 
himielf  with  every  article  In  the  atatement  abeady  render- 
ed. It  was  necessary  titat  he  sliould  either  allow  or  dis- 
allow the  psrticiilsr  items  in  question.  He  chose  the  lat- 
ter. He  had  a  right  so  to  do  i  he  was  ri(^t  in  doing  so. 
If  the  opponents  to  the  Administration  dme  (aa  they 


did)  to  make  a  great  matter  out  of  this  small  one,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  his  friends,  to  take  from 
their  opponents  this  ground  of  attack.  He  did  ao  ;  aud 
paid  for  the  obnoxious  orticlei  himself.  The  public  £d 
not  pay  for  them. 

But  I  shall  be  told  that  there  still  remuns  aeainst  the 
Preudent  the  high  charge  of  having  theu  articTea  (bow- 
ever  paid  for)  in  Itis  possession.  The  opioifKi  wh»cb  mjnr 
be  formed  of  the  immorality  ol  this  act  will  \-ary  accord- 
ing to  associations.  I  myself  have  been  bred  up  In  the 
bosom  of  a  virtuous  community;  one  in  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, sometliing  of  the  strictness  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
may  yet  be  traced  in  the  morahi  of  their  descendants.  I 
tliink  I  may  say,  that  with  them,  no  horror  is  felt  on  tUi 
subject.  Among  my  friendii,  neighbors,  and  cmwtituenti^ 
there  are  severaf  who,  deeming  this  i^laxation  not  mere- 
ly innocent,  but  a  besltliful  exercise,  when  the  weather 
does  not  permit  exerciste  abroad,  hare  tJie  means  of  en- 
joying it  in  their  dwelling  house.  Ur.  Franklin,  no  cor- 
rupter of  youth,  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  game.  Ur. 
Jefferson,  I  hare  been  totd,  at  one  time,  proposed  to  in- 
troduce it  among  the  gymnastic  exercises  of  the  Uai' 
versity  of  Virginia.  Whether  General  Wuhington  play- 
ed billiards  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  recorded  of  him  tw 
he  pl4yed  cards,  which  in  a  morul  point  of  view,  is  per 
haps,  no  better. 

[Here  Mr.  Raitdouh  said,  ■*  Genetvl  Wadiii^oo  phy* 
ed  billiards."] 

lUie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  said,  that  it  was  aa 
insignificant  affair,  till  the  Adn^nistration  made  it  impor 
tstit.  Sir,  is  this  the  fsct  J  I  a{>peKl  to  the.geiUlemu, 
if  it  did  not  ring  from  Georgia  to  Maine  ;  from  tl»e  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Mississippi.  I  have  been  well  assured  thaiit 
has  been  so  misrepresented  to  the  People,  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  as  to  have  cost  the  Administration  more 
votes  than  any  thing  else.  And  tliis  abused  community 
has  been  ao  urged  and  plied  on  the  subject,  throo^  the 
clwnnels  of  the  presi^  tliat  I  am  well  informed  that  there 
are  districts  in  the  United  Stales,  in  which  it  is  firmly  be* 
lieved,  that  the  private  abode  of  the  Prendent,  than 
whom  a  man  of  purer  life  does  not  exist  in  the  eoimti], 
is  little  better  tlian  a  bagnio. 

Sir,  there  is  another  remark  which  fell  from  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  which  I  feel  bound  to  notice, 
though  I  do  it  with  the  utmost  pain.  He  mye,  **  Has  die 
character  of  General  Jackson  alone  been  attacked  '  No, 
sir,  like  the  liyens,  the  fellest  of  the  fell,  wluch  robs  the 
gnives  of  the  dead,  they  have  entered  tlie  sanctuary  of 
domestic  retirenwnt,  and  dragged  befure  the  bar  of  the 
public,  loaded  with  the  basest  slandert^  the  cluracter  of 
an  innocent  aud  much  ifriiired  laily.  Have  thty  doee 
this,  and  do  they  now  complain,  and  charge  ua  with  wip- 
ing to  heap  cahimny  on  the  Adminiatntion  ^' 

[Mr.  Caksoh  said  he  referred  to  the  AdiiMnistratiao 
presses.] 

Sir,  I  admit  the  explanation.  I  remarked,  in  the  out- 
set, that  I  would  act  un  the  defensive.  But  1  would  wish 
to  show  the  gentleman  that  there  are  two  sidea  to  tliis 
matter  i  and  that,  in  reference  to  the  presses  enlisted  in 
the  present  contest,  the  Administration  have  as  mucii  lo 
forgive  as  to  be  forgiven.  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  rebte  to  joa 
an  anecdote.  It  happened,  that,  in  the  fomily  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Adams,  at  St,  Fetersburgh,  was  a  virtuous  and  res- 
pectable young  woman,  who  had  gone  with  them  fma 
Boston,  in  the  capacity  of  attendant  on  thtir  infiint  cbUd. 
possessing  an  unusual  share  of  personal  beaut}-,  and  aa 
education  above  her  employment  in  life.  On  her  arrival  at 
St.  Petersbuigli,  ahe  heard  the  stories^  such  as  often  ciiw 
culated  in  the  European  capitals,  whetlier  true  or  fidse. 
of  the  private  life  and  habits  of  the  Emperor.  These 
stories  formed  a  part  of  the  letters  which  she  wrote  to 
h^  friends  in  America.  Gentlemen  know  that  in  many 
countries  in  Europe,  (and  it  was  especially  so  at  the  pe- 
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liod  in  quertion,  which  was  one  of  anxious  political  ex- 
oileaient,]  letters  committed  (o  the  post  office  nre  open- 
•4  at  the  police.  It  was  done  in  this  case  ;  and,  coming 
a<  they  did,  from  »  person  in  the  family  of  a  foreign  Min- 
■ter,  and  deaKng  to  freely  with  the  Emperor's  character, 
the  letters  of  this  individual  were  submilted  by  the  police 
to  Ac  Bmperor,  and  by  him  to  the  Empreas*  as  a  matter 
of  pleatanlry  to  both.  About  this  time,  hy  an  act  of  at- 
tention not  unusual  towards  the  fiimtlies  of  foreign  Minis, 
ter^  the  Empress  requested  that  the  infant  child  of  Mrs. 
Adams  should  be  sent  on  a  visit  to  the  palace.  This  was 
acfwrding'ly  done,  under  the  ehat^  of  the  individual 
mentioned  %  and  the  letters  aUuded  to»  and  her  appear* 
ance,  caused  her  to  be  the  object  of  aome  slight  notice, 
on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  and  Empresa.  ia  the 

whole  of  the  afTair.  She  remained  in  the  ^rnily  of  Ur. 
A.  till  she  returned  to  Boston  t  married  there  a  respecta- 
ble citizen  ;  from  having  been  tlie  servant,  became  the 
friend  and  visiting  acquaintance  of  Mr.  and  lira.  A.,  and 
ia  now  deceased.   Such  aie  the  real  Acts. 

Now,  Sir,  dnce  the  Adoiinistratioa  presses  have  been 
charged,  in  this  debate,  with  invading  dtnnestic  retire- 
ment, and  slandering  female  character,  let  me  show  yon 
vhat  has  been  made  out  of  this  innocent  affair.  I  read 
it  from  a  pamphlet,  which,  as  I  have  been  told,  has  been 
iriflely  circulated,  and  which  purports,  on  its  title  page, 
to  be  printed  for  one  who  has  been  introduced  into  this 
debate,  by  the  gentleman  from  Penro^Ivania,  as  a  victim 
of  the  proscribing  and  vindictive  poKey  of  the  Adminis. 
(ration.  I  will  first  read  the  text,  and  then  the  commentr 
**  To  avert  so  dreadful  a  calamity,  was  the  first  fruits  of 
ttns  victory,  (of  New  Orleans)  and  the  hero  who  achiev- 
ed it  i^  fi>r  this,  entitled  not  only  to  the  fervent  benedic- 
tions of  die  d^gnated  victim^  but  to  the  veneration  of 
alt  who  prefer  the  guardian  of  innocence,  and  thft  pro. 
tector  of  virtue,  to  a  customer  of  bawds,  or  the  pander 
of  an  Autocrat." 

I'hia  ia  the  text,  and  now  follows  the  comment : 
"It  appears,  that  the  lady  of  our  Minister  to  St.  Pe- 
tersbuixh,  some  years  unce,  toolc  with  her  a  very  pretty 
younfT  woman,  to  auperintend  her  children.  The  charms 
of  thu  nersoi^  while  at  the  Capital,  had  been  ao  loud- 
hr  and  fa^ly  extolled,  that  they,  at  leaeth,  reached 
toe  ears  <n  the  immaculate  Alexander,  wnp  expressed 
a  curiodtjr  to  behold  such  a  prodigy  of  beauty.  To  in- 
dulge this  curioMly,  a  secret  coahtion  was  formed,  by 
which  it  was  arranged  that  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias 
sfaottld,  at  a  certain  hour,  take  his  airing,  in  a  certain  pub- 
lic walk,  and  that  his  unsuspecting  object  should  be  punc- 
-toally  sent  thither,  by  those  who  could  control  Iter  move' 
menta.  This  interview  accordingly  took  place,  with  the 
consent  and  contrivance  of  those  who  ought  to  hare  been 
the  special  guardians  of  the  innocence  of  the  proffered 
Ttctim,  but  entireljr  without  her  knowledge,  or  even 
dreaming  of  the  frightful  perils  to  which  slic  was  tlius 
wantonly  exposed.  Fortunately,  however,  the  abused 
maiden  escaped  oub»ge,  and  preserved  her  peace  and 
honor,  because  the  nstidious  taste  at  the  lasciviotu  mon- 
arch did  not  accord  with  the  grosser  taste  of  those  who 
had  " 

Sir,  I  can  read  do  further:  I  have  touched  this  odious 
topic  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who 
accuses  the  Administration  presses  of  warring  on  female 
ohameter  t  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylvania, 
who  has  alluded  in  thu  debate,  to  the  person  whose 
name  ia  on  this  pamphlet,  as  a  persecuted  man,  and  who 
here  holds  op  to  the  horror  of  the  country,  its  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate and  bis  wife,  as  iMving  Conspired  to  poison  the 
Tirtue  of  an  individual  to  whose  care  they  had  committed 
their  own  infitnt  child. 

Yon  remember,  nr,  when  a  vile  question  was  put  to 
the  unffMlunate  Queen  of  France,  by  her  Revolutionaiy 
Judges^  touching  her  son,  she  appealed  to  every  fetnale 
Vol.  IV.— 83 


in  the  crowded  audience,  who  was  herself  a  mother,  to 
find  an  answer  in  her  own  heart.  I  call  no  hard  names— 
I  nev^;  call  them.  But,  I  appeal  to  every  father  who 
hears  me,  e^)ecially  to  every  one  who  hat  lef^  his  wife 
and  children  at  a  distant  home,  to  judge  of  the  commiser< 
tion  to  which  he  b  entitled,  as  a  persecuted  man,  who 
who  could  put  his  name  to  a  tale  like  tbtM,  and  send  it, 
as  I  am  informed,  by  fiwilities  of  transporutioo  arising 
from  Government  patronage  into  every  cottage  in  the 
Sute. 

Sir,  there  were  other  topics,  on  which  I  meant  to  have 
touched,  but  I  have  exhausted  the  little  strength  which 
I  brought  into  the  House.  In  the  part  I  have  Uken  in 
the  diseusdon,  I  have  but  aeted  on  the  defemnve.  I  own 
tliat  I  have  been  a  little  surprised,  that  it  has  even  been 
made  a  question,  whether  Uie  Administration  was  assail- 
ed or  not.  Why,  sir,  there  has  not  been  a  day,  nor  an 
hour,  since  it  was  formed,  that  it  has  not  been  assailed. 
I  do  not  now  compUin  of  this— 1  do  but  sUle  the  fact  i 
and  the  gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania  tells  us  now,  what 
we  were  told  two  years  ago,  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  the  very  existence  of  the  Adminis- 
tration was  a  political  felony ;  that  they  have  burst  un- 
lawfully into  the  offices  of  State,  and  that  be  would  no 
more  make  terms  with  them,  that  is,  no  more  "  judge 
them  by  their  acts,"  than  with  the  robber,  who,  liaving 
broken  into  his  premises,  should  proouae  to  behave  him- 
self well.  One  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  tHr.  Uitck- 
aix]  says  they  are  already  too  much  worn  out  to  be  at- 
tacked  i  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bill] 
that  they  are  run  down  t  and  yet  we  are  accused  of  kind- 
ling at  fencied  chains,  and  bristling  up  in  the  defence, 
when  nobody  has  attacked  us. 

Sir,  such  an  assault  in  my  United  acquaintance  with 
the  history  of  the  country,  I  have  no  where  found.  A 
Chief  Magistrate,  of  more  than  ordinaiy  simpUcity  of  life, 
and  purity  of  character,  is  denounced  at  one  moment  as 
the  imitator  of  orienul  pomp  j  and  at  the  next,  as  the 

iiroftigate  corruptor  of  the  youth  of  the  nation.  As  able, 
iuthful,  and  patriotic  a  C^inet,  as  any  everfermed  since 
the  first  Administration  of  Washington,  and  abler  than 
almost  every  other  which  has  fbllowed,  is  denounced  as 
weak,  'inefficient,  and  corrupt.  An  Administration, 
which,  in  three  years,  has  applied  thirty-three  millions 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  expended  ten  or 
twelve  more  in  objects  of  public  utility,  is  piocUimed  to 
be  profuse  and  extravagant.  An  Adniinistration  which 
came  into  power  avowedly  on  the  principle  of  seeking 
out  the  best  talents  of  the  nation,  for  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  and  which,  if  it  has  erred,  has  erred  in  ne^ectiog 
its  friendi^  is  charged  with  proscribing  and  persecuting 
its  opponents.  And,,  after  all  tbis  baa  been  repeated, 
year  after  year,  till,  in  iis  effect,  gentlenen  flatter  them* 
selves,  and  tell  us  that  we  are  wasted,  wem  out,  and  run 
down  1  and  after  each  and  every  one  of  these  topics,  and 
numerous  others,  have  been  touched,  in  this  very  debate, 
ve  are  then  told  to  keep  very  cool— nobody  has  attacked 
us. 

But  1  am  willing,  for  one,  Sir,  to  take  these  declara* 
tions  of  gentlemen  as  the  indication  of  the  course  wluch 
they  approve,  and  are  willing  to  pursue.  It  is  time,  for 
the  honor  of  the  country,  that  the  war  of  extermination 
sliould  cease.  In  laying  waste  the  characters  of  those 
who,  under  the  Constitution  of  tiie  country,  are  clothed 
with  the  administmtion  of  its  aflbin,  we  are  wasting 
that  which  is  a  part  of  the  most  valuable  treasure  of  the 
nation.  Above  all,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is  time  the 
vebemenee  with  which,  within  these  walla,  the  war  has 
been  waged  against  the  Administration,  diould  cease. 
In  addition  to  ito  necessary  and  unavoidable  evils,  the 
waste  of  time — the  mcrifiee  of  diyni^— the  kindling  of 
the  wurit  panions  t  it  is  accompanied  with  the  still  great- 
ter  evil,  that  it  lends  a  kind  ofsaoc^  to  that  ferocity  of 
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the  prcM,  which  hu  alreKdy  reached  the  point  at  which 
mny  of  the  moat  nluable  citizens  of  the  eommuni- 
tj  (brink  back  into  retirement,  before  the  storm  of  ob* 
loqu^  that  awaiti  way  one  «ho  appem  beftre  the 
pubhe. 

Before  I  rit  down,  lir,  I  mmt  atk  leare  to  my,  that  if 
efci7  member  ImA  apoken  In  the  tone  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennenee,  [Mr.  Bzu]  I  ihould  probably  not  have 
troubled  the  House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell 
from  himi  1  yielded  a  hearty  assent.  I  feel|  not  leas 
strongly  than  he,  though  X  tray  be  unable  to  expreas  it 
with  that  manly  fane  which  emJuuned  the  attention  of 
the  House,  that  this  warAre  is  maU  aaen^U,  without  our 
eren  being  able  to  plead,  in  excuse,  that  the  bad  exam- 

Cle  ^>rang  from  a  good  one.  The  gentleman,  with  a  li- 
erality  wnich  I  could  no',  but  admirei  however  little  I 
m«ht  be  willing  to  sanetion  the  consciousness  of  politi- 
caistrength  with  which  he  spoke,  told  ns  that  the  joy  of 
the  huntsman  is  in  the  ctuoe,  and  that  when  the  game  is 
run  down,  be  calls  off  the  pack,  and  will  not  let  them 
nangle  the  carcass.  The  gentleman  cannot  expect  me 
to  agree  with  him  that  the  game  is  run  down,  but  he  will 
agree  with  me,  that,  of  the  pack  which  sprang  at  the 
throats  of  this  Administration,  there  were  some,  whose 
langs  were  already  fleshed  in  other  gsme.  And  is  the 
bw  a(  the  chase  altered  i  WiU  not  what  has  been,  again 
be  1  Befieve  me,  rir.  It  win  i  the  fitte  of  Actxon  is  no 
flible  here:  ,and  acarcely  wHI  the  gentlonan's  nlbnt 
hitntsman— (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortune  ahul  ele- 


without  covering  her  face  with  her  hands,  and  rusfaiag- 
out  of  the  House  ?  But  for  lome  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maasadiusetti^  in  alhision  to  newspap^ 
publicationa,  I  should  have  begun  m  at  lesMt  as  lev  a  k^ 
and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  he  did.  To  that  ke^  1  wra 
now  pitch  my  voice.  I  Itave  been  absent  firom  the  House 
for  several  days.  I  requested  my  colles^e  tMr.  Axn- 
to  sute  the  cause  of  that  absence,  which  be  did. 
Yet  even  this  could  not  be  reported  cotrectty.  As  tbia 
may  be  the  hut  act  of  public  duty  which  I  sfaall  be  able 
to  perform— at  least,  during  tiie  present  Bewwin--and  ss 
I  have  given  up  myself  a  aadiftee  to  ha  periofwaao^ 
I  respectfiilly  ask  the  House  to  ghre  th«r  attentian  t» 
what  I  have  now  ta  ssy.  I  understand  that,  during  aiy 
absence.  I  have  been  replied  to  by  various  gentlemen 
(some  of  whom  I  have  not  the  honor  to  know  by  persoa) 
ob  different  sides  of  the  House,  in  a  manner  which  I  da 
not  doubt  waa  perfectly  satisfactory  at  ka^  ^J*' 
meakers  themselves.  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to 
their  self^complaeency,  de  auMnMS  non  eurtff,  whether  or 
persons  w  of  things.  The  gentleman  from  Oh"o»  [ib. 
VakciI  with  that  4>lunt  plainness  and  candor  which,  1  am 
told,  belong!  to  htm,  and  which  1  admire  in  proportioa 
as  ttiey  are  rare  quaUties  in  these  days — I  like  him  ^ 
better  for  his  surly  honesty— I  hope  he  will  take  no  *■ 
fence  at  the  term,  for  1  cm  assure  ton  Uiat  aaoe  w  »• 
tended— charged  me,  in  taf  absence,  (so  my  friends  have 
informed  roe,)  witii  what  1  believe  he  would  not  hentrts 
to  have  charged  to  my  bee,  and  to  which  I  have  n»  ob- 


vate  him  above  .the  lot  of  his  predecessors^)  scarcely  will^  ^ction,  except  to  the  antbori^  on  which  he  relied  t  b 

he  will  find,  I  protest  againtt  any  gentleman's  producii^,  as  proof 


he  hare  wound  his  hmn  in  triumph,  when 
ta  his  aroaaement,  that  he  is  the  game,  and  some  of  those 
who  have  shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  chase  will  turn 
and  qiriiv  upon  him. 

Itk  JiigU  per  f  Hc  fliermt  i»n  M^r  Mvefw. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  mv  aUurionf  as  I,  most 
cheerfully,  secepted  hta.  I  nuke  it  not  insidiously,  nor 
with  the  slightest  shade  of  personality  t  hut  in  some 
measure  in  consideration  of  the  weIl>known  composition 
of  the  two  great  parties  and  still  more  on  the  immutable 
principles  nf  our  nature,  by  which  H  fbllows,  of  stem  ne< 
cessity,  that 

'   m  these  eaan, 
We  ttill  han  jadKmcnt  hsra,  dut  we  bot  meb 
Bloodj  iiuinituoiM,  whith,  being  tan|^l^  return 
'  To  pinue  Ute  inventor:  Thii  even-banded  J  uitiM 
Cnaunendi  Um  toc«sdfcwrf  oar  poiwiiwd  chalke 
TooarawnUpa. 

Mr.  BAMDOUPH  then  rose,  and  Hud.  I  esnnot  mdce 
the  promise  wbioh  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  hb 
seat  msde  at  the  outset  of  his  address  but  I  will  make  a 
promtae  of  a  difiierent  nature,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say  wiUi 
more  good  ftith  Uian  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — 
bat  more  to  tbeHetter— aye,  sir,  sad  more  to  the  ^irit 
too.  I  shall  not,  as  the  genttaman  said  he  would  do*  set 
in  mere  self-definiee.  I  shall  cstry  the  war  into  AfHes. 
I  shall  not  be  content  witii  merefy  parryini^no,  vat—^ 
I  csn,  so  help  me  God,  I  will  thrust  also — because  my 
right  arm  b  nerved  by  the  cause  of  the  People  and  of  my 
Country.  I  listened  to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure — 
I  mean  to  the  genetal  cotnve  of  his  remarks— with  a  sin- 
ffle  exeeption  i  and  to  that  part  of  hb  speech  I  listened 
vrith  the  utmost  loathing  and  disgust  But  disgust  is 
loo  fiwble  a  term.  I  heard  him,  with  horror,  iniro- 
daee  the  case  of  the  tkueea  of  France— and  m  an- 
swer to  what  >  To  a  hancUjill— a  placard— an  election- 
eering firebnnd  :  and  in  the  presence  of  whom  '  Of 
those  who  never  ought  to  he  present  in  a  theatre  where 
men  contend  for  victory  and  empire.  Sir,  they  bave  no 
more  buuneas  there  than  they  have  in  a  field  of  battle  of 
another  sort.  Women,  indeed,  are  wanted  in  the  camp ; 
hut  women  of  a  very  diffhrent  desoiption.  What  mai- 
den, air— nay,  what  matron— could  hear  the  gentleman. 


bvt 
of 


«hat  1  have,  at  any  time,  sud,  a  newspaper,  urany  tii»g 
Disporting  to  be  a  Register  of  Debates,  uakas  E  endaiae 
It,  and  more  particulany  remarks  drawn  from  Ac  debates 
of  another  bodv,  which,  in  regard  to  me,  are  pariicubrty 
unMtlifiil.    1  shall  shew  to  the  House,  not  such  "omAtr 
as  the  gentleman  tt%m  MassachusetU  stirred,  to  the  uyufT 
of  every  moral  sense,  of  every  moral  bein^.   I  shall  refer 
to  a  matter  of  recent  notorie^  :  that  will  lest  the  correct* 
ness  of  these  reports.    In  the  debate  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  fhm  Seutti-CaroUna,  [Mr.  HAKunast]  respect* 
ing  a  i»cture  of  the  battle  of  New-Orteans,  I  ^staSek  ss 
distinetfy  as  I  eoutd  artieubte,  that  I  had  seen  a  mann* 
ment  erected  to  the  memory  of  Andre,  the  Britbh  Spy, 
in  Westminster  Abb^ ;  that  it  was  mutibted'— the  head 
of  General  Washington,  and  arm  (1  tbmk)     Andre,  bav- 
ing  been  broken  off.    The  General's,  most  pnbablr,  by 
some  Tory  boy,  from  the  neighboring  schttol  of  West- 
minster,  and  thikt  of  Andre^  probdiAy,  by  soOie  Whig  boy. 
in  retaliation.    The  name  of  Hamilton  did  not  caeapc  ssy 
lips.   I  thought,  indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  waa  of  a  fir- 
ing Hamilton — the  gentlenian  from  South-Carolina — but, 
then,  parliamentary  usage  doe*  not  permit  us  to  speak  of 
one,aiiother  by  name.   Now,  sir,  I  can  shew  you,  on  the 
same  anthorily  which  was  relied  on  by  the  gentlcnan 
from  Ohio— though  I  acknowlec^e  that  tbe  repetts  oC 
that  papery  so  br,  st  least,  as  I  am  concerned,  bave  g»- 
neraA^  b«en  more  accurate  this  year,  than  1  have  te  a 
long  time  known  them  to  be  before — that  I  am  represent* 
ed  as  saying,  that  the  monuments  in  Westminster  Abb^ 
were  mutilated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  tombs  of  Hw- 
ilton  and  Washington  had  been  mudbted  here.  Tbe 
word  tomb  never  escaped  my  lips  on  that  oocanon.  9^, 
ihb  would  have  been  a  palpid>le  bbehood.   Where  b 
tbe  tomb  of  Wa^iingttm  f   There  b  no  such  tluf^  in  thb 
country,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  a  tomb  has  been 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Hamilton  ;  but  I  suppose  that 
the  next  thing  we  shall  hear  will  be,  that  the  Q,)iarteriy 
or  some  oilier  Review,  comes  out,  and  observes  with  a 
sneer,  that,  as  Roger  Sherman  said  the  vote  was  the  nao- 
nument,  so  a  gendenian  fhim  Tirginm  had,  by  a  speech 
in  Congress  built  up  a  tomb  for  Washington—a  *'  con- 
structive" tomb,  that  existed  -no  where  but  in  bb  eccen- 
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trie  imagination.  Sir,  the  tombs  oT  WaBhington  and  of 
"Hamilton  might  stand  any  where  in  this  countiy  unen- 
closed—tiiey  might  indeed  be  liable  to  injury  from  the 
beasts  of  tlie  field,  or  from  some  invidious  nireigner,  but 
the  hand  of  no  American  would  ever  mutilate  them.  Sir, 
in  the  course  of  another  debate,  it  seems  that  I  rendered 
to  a  gentleman  from  New.Yoric  [Mr.  Stokbs]  the  homage 
whidb  his  abilities  deserved— and  Ood  fiorbid  that  the 
time  should  ever  arrive  when  I  reAise  to  do  justice  to  an 
adversary — wlien  I  shall  disparage  any  merit,  because  H 
IS  found  in  the  person  of  an  opponent.  When  that  time 
•hall  arrive,  mtjr  I  never  receive  mercy  from  that  foun- 
tain  of  it  to  which  alone  we  all  must  look,  it'  we  hope  for 
forgiveness  hereafter.  I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him, 
Itronounce  a  palinodia,  neither  am  I  now  gtang  to  pro> 
hotince  a  pdinodia  in  respect  to  the  genOemaii  from  New 
York.  I  shall  not  take  back  one  jot  of  praise  bestowed 
upon  him.  With  whatever  views  he  introduced  it,  the 
doctrine  has  always  been  nune — the  strict  subordination 
of  the  saifitary  to  the  civil  authority— scriptare  is  scrip- 
ture, by  whom,  or  for  whatever  puipose  it  may  be  quoted. 
I  know  Qotbiiw  of  the  piivrnte  lubiteof  that  fenueman> 
[Mr.  Stobb*]  Dutlknow  tkat  he  has  too  much  good 
ta«te  not  to  agree  with  me,  Aat  time  may  be  much  bet- 
ter spent  than  in  reading  the  Documeato  piled  up  here. 
Tet,  in  the  report  of  tlut  debate,  I  was  represented  as 
eayin^  that,  lik«  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  I  did 
BMt — what  t  pronounce  a  palinodia  t  No,  sir,  not  at  all — 
hut,  thwt,  him,  I  did  not  read  llie  Uocomenta.  Sir, 
nobody  Kads  tfke  Documents — for  this  plun  reason,  that 
no  man  can  read  them— and  if  he  could,  he  could  hardly 
be  worse  employed.  Sir,  with  a  few  exceptions,  tlie  Do- 
cuments are  printed  that  they  may  be  printed,  not  that 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  rir,  conies  another  charge,  ^oat  the  misera- 
ble oppressed  inhabitants  of  Ireland.  This  subject  has 
Eteen  mentioned  to  me,  by  no  gentleman  on  the  other 
bkE^  except  a  member  from  Maiyland— from  tite  Eastern 
shore  of  Ikbrylahd,  [Mr.  Kibb]  who  is,  not  only  by  the 
courtesy  of  this  House,. but  is  in  fiwt,  a  gentleman.  He, 
tn  Committee  on  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House,  ex- 
l^ressed  to  me  his  astonishment  that  what  I  and  on  that 
occasion  could  have  been  so  much  misundei-stood  and 
itiisrepreaented — ^tliat  he  heard  me  moat  distinctly.  I  now 
«all  on  any  member  who  understood  me  difiVmntly,  at  the 
time,  to  rise  in  bis  place  and  say  so.  [Here  Mr.  R.  paus- 
ed for  reply.  None  being  given,  and  some  friends  hav. 
ing  said  across  the  seats,  that  no  member  could  or  vould 
■ay,  that  he  had  understood  Hr.  R.  as  he  had  been  misre- 
presented, Mr.  R  went  on.]  Witiiout  meaning  to  plead 
to— that  is  without  meaning  to  admit,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  press,  in  the  extent  which  it  arrogates  to  itaelf,  I  am 
perfectly  sensible  that  no  man  it  above  public  opinion. 
Gnd  forbid  that  any  man  in  this  count^  shall  ever  be 
able  to  brave  it— and  I  regret  that  any  one  should  have 
supposed  mc  capable  of  uttering  such  sentiments.  So  f»r 
from  it,  I  have  been  the  steady,  firm,  constant,  and  stre- 
nuous advocate,  to  die  best  of  my  poor  ability,  of  the  op- 
pressed People  of  Ireland.  And  why  i  For  the  reason  I 
atated  on  a  former  occarion.  I'hey  fought  oar  battles, 
air.  I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of  them.  Some 
«f  them  have  been^they  are  dead  j  and  othera  are  liv- 
ing, among  my  warmest  friends  and  best  neighbor*.  In 
the  course  uf  a  not  uneventful  life,  I  have  seen  many 
things,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  that  rara  opts  in  territ—l 
have  seen  a  black  awan— an  Irish  Tory.  1  have  known 
tories  of  every  description.  Yes,  air,  and  some  even  in 
Virginia:— even  we  had  a  few  of  tliem  during  the  Revo- 
lution, but  too  few  to  give  us  any  trouble  or  alarm — but 
I  never  have  yet  seen  an  Irish  Tcuy,  or  the  man  who  had 
seen  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I  don^  read 
geiitlemeii's  speeches,  and  then  come  here  to  answer 
uicm.   But  1  am  extremly  pleaaed,  nay,  flatt^cd,  in  the 


highest  degree,  at  being  told  by  my  friends,  4iat  the  gen- 
tleman frum  Ohio  attributed,  in  his  speech,  so  mack  to 
my  efforts  in  brin^n^  the  Administration  to  its  present 
lank  and  lean  condition-  I'he  gentleman  could  not  have 
pleased  me  better— I  only  fear  that,  witli  all  hta  bhint* 
aess  and  frankness,  th«  gentleman  was  not  quite  nncere, 
and  was  only  adorning  me  with  fillets  and  garlands,  like 
the  priests  of  the  sacnfioe  of  yore,  previous  to  knoeldiM; 
me,  and  with  me,  the  par^  whom  be  strives  to  wous^ 
through  my  sides,  on  the  head.  Re  was  pleased  to  place 
me  at  the  bead,  of  what  has  been  denominated  the  Oppo- 
sition party  in  this  House ;  but  at  its  head,  or  that  of^  any 
otlier  party  in  this  House,  be  will  never  find  me,  for  left- 
sons  which  I  could  state,  but  which  are  wludly  uonecos- 
■anr.  Times  are  indeed  ehmgcd  with  the  gentleman 
UM  his  friends,  when  they  hold  this  kngoaM  concemiBg 
me.  But  a  lUtle  while  ago,  and  the  fi&nds  of  the  A^H 
ministration,  nay,  the  members  of  the  Adiutustratioii« 
affected  te  consider  me  as  one  of  their  firmest  pri^ 
They  could  not,  indeed,  vote  for  me— they  were  men  too 
nice  in  their  principles  fitr  that;  but,  cootidering  the 
great  beneflt  whidi  tb^  daired  ftom  oppoMtton» 
Uiey  eould  not  (exc^t  for  tlw  honor  of  the  eountnr)  re- 
gret my  re-election.  Amiable  ahd  excellent  men  !  Bot 
they  now  nng  to  a  very  different  gamut.  If  any  gentle* 
man  will  bnng  against  me  any  allegatJWi,  fVom  a  clean 
and  respectable  source,  I  will  do  one  of  two  things— I  will 
either  den^  i^  or  admit  it,  and  defend  it  opoo  my  vtewe 
and  principlei.  fo,  it  Menu  I  committed  a  great  of* 
fence  in  not  votiag  fiir  Ibe  admlmkm  of  the  nmr  States 
into  the  Union,  anaespoeiaUy  «f  Ohio.  Ye^  lir,  if  the 
thing  were  to  do  over  agako,!  Should  act  precisely  in  ^ 
same  manner,  and  past  experience  woeld  teach  me  I  waa 
right.  What  were  the  new  States  }  Vast  deserts,  of 
woods,  inhabited  by  the  Aborigines^  te  whtmt,  if  we  OMse 
to  the  question  of  r^t.  th^  did  trf  rigbt  belong  i  and 
it  was  a  question  whetbw  soond  policy  would  AeMertMt 
we  ought,  by  creating  these  States,  to  eoeuomge  afuta 
settlements,  and  thereby  to  weaken  our  frmtier.  I 
tbought  this  was  bad  poLcy.  Not  that  I  am  in  fiivor  of  a 
very  dense  popuktitHi.  I  am  against  the  mbble  of  your 
great  citiea,  but  I  an  equally  opposed  to  having  a  land 
without  lidiabitaBtt.  But,  ur,  I  liM other  reaaona^  gm- 
mom  fMHUMl— Does  Ibe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  iritn  all 
hislaudablepr^udlce  and  partiality  toward  hisown  States  . 
think  that  I,  aa  a  Virginian,  feeling  at  least  eqtnl  preju- 
dice and  partiality  to  mv  native  land  with  that  which  he 
feels  for  his  State,  would  lend  my  sanction  to  an  act  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  whkh  beggars  every  instance  of  fii*' 
tuity  and  folly  extant  hi  the  bSStory  of  nndom  ^  Why, 
sir,  tlie  Knight  of  La  Manobn  hims^  or  poor  eld  Lear 
in  the  play,  never  was  guil^  of  a  grosser  act  of  frtoity 
than  was  the  State  of  Vii^nia,  when  she  committed  that 
suicidal  deed — the  surrendering  of  her  immense  territo- 
ry beyond  the  Blver  Ohio,  upon  the  express  condition  of 
excluding  her  own  dtixens  flrom  its  benefit,  when  the 
country  (yielded  for  the  oommun  good  of  the  Cfmfbde- 
racy,)  should  come  to  be  settled.  Ye%  ht^  it  waa  an  act 
of  suicide— of  poUttcal  suidde— the  effecta  of  which  she 
has  felt,  and  will  continue  to  feel,  ao  long  as  she  has  any 
political  existence  at  aU.  Sir,  this  was  one  of  those  amia- 
ble and  philanthropic  acts  of  legislation,  which,  however 
good  in  point  ftf  intention,  lead  to  the  most  disastroiu 
and  ruinous  consequences.  Can  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  conceive  that  i,  a  Virginian,  could  Turther  this  cut- 
throat poliw  I  Sir,  I  thoi^ht  the  Ohio  a  weB-defined  na- 
tural boumbiv,  and  that  we  m^fat  not  to  weaken  by  ex* 
tending  our  frontier.  The  late  war  verified  my  fixe* 
sight.  Whom  have  I  injured  i  The  native  mvages  and 
the  trees,  or  the  States  that  have  been  drained  of  their 
population  to  fill  out  Ohio.  *  Sir,  I  offered  no  wrong  to 
the  pe<^le  of  Ohio :  for  there  were  then  none  to  injure. 
They  have  gone  there,  or  have  been  bom  vwx.  Sir, 
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thii  ma  the  "  head  and  front  of  ray  offending*"  and,  if 
the  gentleman  haa  hU  apparatui  ready,  I  am  prepared  to 
undergo  any  form  of  execution  which  his  humanity  wii] 
aJlow  him  to  inflict,  or  which  even  hit  justice  m%y  award. 

The  Kcntleman  from  MassachuaetU  cannot  expect  that 
I  ihall  rollow  him  tlirou^  lus  elabonAe  detail  of  the  di> 

Eloiratic  expenaes  of  ttiia  Government.    The  House, 
owerer,  will  permit  me  to  observe,  that  Oiere  was  a  hi- 
atus—eo^  dtJlmAuj  1  do  not  doubt,  but  certainly  not 
<leeply  lamented  by  me — a  hiatus  whiclt  embraces  the 
whole  period  of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferaoii.  I 
am  not  going  into  the  question  of  these  expenses  ;  I  will 
stir  no  such  matter.    Demands  which  have  dn?ged  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  so  long-  and  ao  perservingly  as  that 
they  have  been  at  len^h  allowed,  some  from  motives  of' 
policy,  othen  to  get  nd  of  importunate  and  sturdy  beg- 
gara-^lthough  they  were  disallowed  under  Mr.  Jeffer- 
flon's  Administration.    But,  sir,  if  every  claim  that  gets 
through  this  House,  or  is  allowed  by  this  Government, 
after  years  of  importunity,  (tome  of  tnem  ot  thirty  vears* 
standing)  is  for  that  reason  considered  by  the  gentleman 
as  a  just  claim,  and  fit  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notions  of  justice,  and  of  sound  precedent,  differ  greatly 
from  bis.    I,  too,  sir,  am  as  much  opposed  as  he  can  be 
to  what  is  truly  called  the  prodi^lity  of  parsimony.  The 
gentleman  thinks  the  salaries  ofour  foreign  Ministers  are 
too  low,  and  therefore,  that  they  must  be  eked  out  by 
these  allowances  from  the  contingent  fund— out  of  what 
is  called  the  secret  service  mon^.   The  gentleman  is 
light  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a  mnd.   It  was  appoint- 
ed, and  perhaps  properly,  for  Wa^ington  was  to  be  the 
first  who  was  chatted  with  its  disbursement.    But,  sir, 
our  eariy  Presidents  always  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to 
return  this  fiind  untouched.    They  said  to  the  nation, 
you  trusted  me  with  your  purse*  I  have  Iwd  no  occasion 
Id  use  it,  here  it  is  f  count  the  money  t  there  is  as  much 
by  tale  and  as  much  by  weight,  as  I  recmed  from  you — 
but  was  it  ever  dream't  that  such  a  fund  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  rewarding  his  favorites  } 
No,  $ir  ;  it  was  to  pay  those  waiters  and  chamber-maids,- 
and  evesdroppers,  and  parasitesi  and  panders,  that  the 
gentlenuui  told  iw  of  an  the  other      ot  the  water— and 
there  it  might  be  all  very  right  and  proper-:-but  not  here, 
sir,  because  we  Batter  ourselves,  that  tbe  state  of  morals 
in  this  country  is  mch  as  to  save  us  from  any  sttcli  neces- 
nty.   No  gentleman  would  understand  htm  as  speaking 
of  the  sums  which  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  di^ 
ferent  Presidents,  to  a  vast  amount,  for  the  puipose  of 
negotiating  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  fcc.  (  but  of  that 
unoimt  set  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  sectet  service 
money.    Mr.  Jefferson  used  a  small  portion  of  ll^s  fund 
one  year,  to  pay  some  expense  in  relation  to  Burr's  con- 
spiracy, which  was  not  allowed  at  tlie  I'reasury.  Sit^ 
with  regard  to  the  old  billiani  table,  which  is  swd  to 
h^ve  coat  some  fifty  dollars,  it  is  a  subject  I  should  never 
hsve  mentioned.   1  consider  that  game  as  a  healthy,  man- 
ly, rational  mode  of  exercise,  when  tbe  weather  a  such 
aa  to  confine  us  within  doors.    I  shall  certainly  never 
join  in  ^ny  cant  or  clamor  against  it.    I  Inok  upon  it  as  a 
Kuitable  piece  nf  ftimiture  in  the  house  of  any  gentleman 
who  can  afTord  it,  where  it  is  allowed  by  law,  asit  is  here 
and  throughout  the  State  of  Mar>-l«nd  ;  and  I  should  be 
sorry  if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  and  innocent 
amusement.    If  I  have  any  objection  to  that  item,  it  is 
tlint  such  a  pitiful  article  should  have  been  bought  I 
would  have  given  litra  one  that  cost  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  I  would  have  voted  the  appropriation  with  cheerful- 
ness.   My  otijcction  to  such  a  charge,  is,  that  it  is  a  slu-ib. 
by  affrtir,  and  looks  too  much  like  a  sneaking  attempt  to 
propitiate,  by  the  cheapness  of  the  thing,  popular  dis- 
pleasure.   I'he  attempt  to  keep  the  thing  out  of  sight,  I 
only  makes  the  matter  sUII  worse.    I  do  not  char^  | 


the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  with  any  such  mten^ 
tioii,  but  this  seems  to  me  to  be  too  small  a  matter.  I 
would  strike  at  higher  game.    The  gentleman  from  Ha»- 
stchusetts  says  that  Franklin  received  a  higher  compen- 
sation than  Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministers  of  thece  tines. 
He  did,  air,  and  what  was  the  answer  which  that  direwd 
and  sensible  man  gave  (for  Poor  Ilichard  bad  nlwqrt  w 
eye  to  the  m«n  chance)  when  his  accounts  were  scruti- 
nised into,  and  his  receipts  wsre  deemed  exorbitant  f  It 
was  this,  sir  :  Thou  shall  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  tread- 
eth  out  the  corn.    The  very  answer,  sir,  that  I  myself 
gave  in  Morrison's  Hotel,  in  Dubfrn,  to  a  squireen  and 
an  agent    For  a  desctiption  of  these  varieties  of  the 
plagues  of  Ireland,  see  Miss  EdgwoKh— delightful,  in- 
genious, charming,  eensible,  wit^,  inimitable,  thoOgh  not 
unlmitated.  Miss  Edgworth.   When  descnbiog  the  mise- 
ry of  the  South  and  West  of  Irehind,  that  I  b»d  lately 
travelled  over,  I  was  aiked,  and  what  would  you  do, 
pray,  sir,  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  ?  with  an  air  that  none 
but  Hiss  Edgworth  can  describe,  and  that  no  one  that 
has  not  been  in  Ireland  can  conc«ve.    My  reply  was,  I 
would  unmuzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  tbe  com  ;  and 
I  had  like  to  have  got  myself  into  a  sad  scrape  by  it,  as 
any  one  who  has  been  in  Ireland  will  readily  understand. 
Yes,  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  give  to  the  houseless,  naked, 
shivering,  half-starved  Irish  laborer,  something  like  a  &is 
portion  of  the  product  of  his  toil,  of  tbe  produce  of  the 
land  on  which  he  breathes,  but  does  not  TiTe^  to  put  rie- 
tuals  into  his  stomach,  clothes  upon  his  back,  and  siHDe- 
thing  like  a  house  over  his  head,  instead  of  the  wretched 
pig  aty.  that  is  now  his  only  liabilation— slielter  it  is  ntmes 
and  this  was  just  the  last  remedy  that  an  Irish  agent  or 
middle  man,  or  tythe-proctor,  or  absentee,  would  pre- 
scribe or  submit  to. 

But.  Sir,  to  return.  "  These  salaries  are  too  satall."  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman.  There  is  one  touch- 
atone  oTsudi  a  question— it  is  the  avidity  with  which 
those  situations  are  sought— I  will  not  say  by  members  of 
this  House— we  are  hardly  deemed  of  sufficient  nuik  to 
fill  them.    Sir,  ao  long  as  these  foreign  missions  are 
sought  with  avidity — so  long  as  membei-s  «  Congress,  and 
not  of  this  House  only,  or  chiefly,  will  bow,  and  ciicpe. 
and  duck,  and  ftwn,  and  get  out  of  the  way  at  a  plnclunp 
vote,  or  lend  a  helping  hand  at  a  pinchmg  vote,  to  obtain 
these  places,  t  never  will  consent  to  enlarge  the  salary  at- 
Uched  to  tliem.    Small  as  tbe  gentleman  tells  us  tbcse 
salaries  are,  I  will  take  it  on.  me  to  say,  that  they  are  threo 
limes  ss  great  as  the  nttt  proceeds  of  his  estate,  mttde  by 
any  planter  on  the  Roanoke.    But,  then,  we  are  told 
that  th^  Uve  at  St.  Peterabui:K)Land  London,  and  that 
living  there  is  very  expensive.     WplI,  sir,  wtio  sent 
them  there  f    Who  pressed  them  to  go  there  ?  Were 
they  impressed,  sir  ?    Were  they  taken  bjr  a  press 
gang,  on  Tower  hill,  knocked  down,  handcuffed,  cbuek- 
ed  on  board  of  a  tender,  and  told  that  they  must  take  the 
pay  and  rations  which  his  Mi^esty  wai  pleased  to  allow  ^ 
No  such  thing,  sir.  I  will  now  quit  this  subject,  and  say 
only  thiSk  that  our  Miiuster,  [Mr.  Adaks]  was  pud  for  a 
constructive  journey— that»  I  tbink»  is  the  phrue— which 
means  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  journey  which  was  ne- 
ver performed. 
[Here  Mr.  Everett  made  a  gesture  of  dissent  J 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  bead.    Sir,  we  shall  see 
more  of  this  hereafter,  but  I  will  reason  only  hypothetic 
cally.    If  the  gentleman  in  question,  while  he  remained 
at  St  Petenibnrgh,  could  make  tbe  journey  imputed  to 
him,  it  beats  the  famous  journey  from  Mexico  toTacuba- 
ya,  aa  far  as  some  distance,  however  small,  exceeds  no 
distance  whatever.  Sir,  if  a  gentleman  from  Washington 
goes  to  Georgetown,  or  to -Alexandria,  yes,  «r,  opto 
Dladensburg,  I  will  acknowletlge  that  he  periorms^  at 
least  in  some  sense,  n  sort  of  journey.    But  nut  if  he  re- 
mains in  this  city,  and  never  stirs  out  of  it.    However,  1 
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will  not  now  press  this  matter  further — others  will  do 
iDore  justice  to  XX.'—dt  minimitnon  curat. 
Paula  fiuijtra  canama*. 
There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down  while  the 
j^entlcman  was  speaking*  and  which  I  cannot  pass  by. 
Who  that  genttenuin  was,  described  by  the  gentleman 
froOi  Uaasachusetts,  who  proposed  to  him  tl  at,  if  he 
woald  move  to  raise  thei>e  salaries,  that  gentleman 
would  Join  with  him  and  support  htmi  I  cannot  conjec- 
ture or  divine.  Be  he  who  lie  may,  I  will  venture  to 
say  thus  much.  He  is  some  gentleman  who  expects  to 
be  sent  upon  some  misrion  himself,  and,  with  great 
forecast  and  prudence,  he  was  calculating  to  throw  up- 
on the  present  Administration,  beforehand,  all  the  odium 
of  the  increase  of  the  salary  which  he  hoped  to  finger. 
1  am  disposed  to  be  more  just  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the 
Adminislniiioi),  because  I  believe  that  he  will  get  full 
as  much  as  be  may  deserve,  and  they  have  full  as  much 
weight  as  they  can  cany,  without  adding  to  it  another 
reather. 

Sir,  I  am  hfraid  I  may  be  charged  with  some  want  of 
continuity,  but,  what  I  have  to  say,  is  at  least  as  relevant, 
aye,  and  as  pertinent,  too,  to  the  subject  before  the 
House,  as  the  handbill  which  the  gentleman  read,  till  his 
delicacy  would  permit  himto  read  no  farther, thougli  I  must 
confess  I  thought  that  he  had  already  gone  so  far,  that 
there  was  no  wtima  Thule  beyond.   Sir,  the  gentleman 
might  have  spared  himself  this  last  exertion  of  his  delica- 
cy, and  even  have  read  to  the  end.    There  could  be 
nothing  more  gross  behind,  than  what  we  had  already 
beard,  and  were  to  hear,  in  the  case  of  the  ill-fated 
Queen  of  Prance.    The  gentleman  with- much  gravity, 
with  some  dexterity,  and  with  great  plausibility,  but 
against  certain  principles  which  I  have  held  in  this  Mouse, 
no  ovoi  and  which  1  anall  continue  to  hold,  tuque  ad  mala, 
till  I  leave  the  feast,  spoke  of  the  headlong  commence- 
ment of  the  Opposition,  before  the  Administration  could 
give  reasonable  cause  of  discontent.    Sir,  1  have  now  no 
palmodia  to  sing  or  to  chaunt  upon  that  subject.  I  drew 
my  conclusions  from  that  fountain  which  never  fniled  an 
observing  and  a  sagacious  man,  and  which,  even  the  slm. 
pie  and  inexperienced  (and  I  among  the  rest)  may  drink 
at — it  is  nature  and  human  life.  I  saw  distinctly,  from  the 
beginning,  that,  if  we  permitted  this  Administration— if 
we  listened  to  those  who  cried  to  us  "  wait,  wait,  there 
is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  sir,  there  always  is  a  lion  in 
the  path,  to  the  sluggard,  and  to  the  dastard,)  and  which 
cry  was  seconded,  no  doubt,  by  many  who  wished  to 
know  how  tne  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port— on 
which  «de  victory  would  incline,  before  they  sounded 
their  horn  of  triumph— if  we  had  thus  waited.  Sir,  the 
situation  o*  tlie  country  would  have  been  vciy  different 
from  what  it  is  now.    Sir,  there  was  a  great  race  to  be 
run — if  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  illustration  from  a 
mort  to  which  I  have  been  ifiuch  addicted — one  in  which 
all  the  j^entlemen  in  Virginia,  when  we  lisd  gentlemen 
in  Vii^mia,  delighted,  and  of  which  I  am  yet  very  fond — 
I  mean  from  the  turf— and  it  must  be  lost,  or  won,  as  the 
greatest  race  in  this  country  was  won— I  mean  the  race 
on  L^ng  Island,  which  I  saw,  and  that  was  by  running 
every  inch  of  the  ground — by  going  off  at  scire — by  fi)l- 
luwing  the  policy  ofPunly.     Purely,  Sir,  was  a  man  of 
sountT sense,  and  practical  knowledge — a  m»n  of  com- 
mon sense,  1  mean,  and  worth  a  thousand  of  your  old 
and  practised^ statesmen,  and  **  premature'*  gentlemen, 
who  never  arrive  at  maturity — and  who,  meninng  to  side 
with  the  next  AdministrLition  in  case  of  our  success,  were 
nevertheless  resolved  to  get  ail  they  could,  in  the  mean, 
time,  out  of  tliis.    Sir,  lo  one  «if  liu-se  Irimmlng  gcntrj', 
it  is  worse  than  deatU  to  force  him  lo  take  sides  before  a 
cicur  indication  of  victory,  and  hence  the  cry  of  its  being 
**  premature"  to  stir  the  question  of  the  next  Presidential 
election.    Sir,  if  we  hau  let  off  one  session  later,  we 


should  not  have  had  ground  enough  left  to  run  upon,  to 
overtake,  and  pass,  snd  beat  them,  before  they  would 
have  passed  the  winning  post,  and  pocketed  the  stakes. 
Such  would  have  been  the  effect,  if  we  had  delayed  our 
push,  and  I  know  no  one  that  would  have  enjoyed  the 
resuh,  and  chuckled  at  our  folly  with  more  hearty  {^ee, 
than  one  of  these  same  old  and  practised  statesman. 
[Here  something  wss  said  which  our  reporter  did  not 
hear,  and  to  which  Mr.  EvaasTT  was  understood  to  re. 
ply,  that  he  had  not  stated  it  as  his  sentiment,  but  asa  fact.] 
I  beg  (he  gentleman's  pardon  i  I  never  was  misrepresent- 
ed by  him,  I  never  will  misrepresent  him,  unless  1  misun- 
derstand him.   But,  I  wonder  It  never  occurred  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  what  cnuld  be  the  cause 
why  such  a  hue  and  cry  should  be  raised  against  an  Ad- 
ministration so  very  able,  (permit  me  in  this,  however,  to 
differ  from  the  gentlemen,  rfc  gwitibua  non  ett J  what,  I 
say,  could  have  been  the  cause  why  Actxon  and  all  his 
hounds,  or,  rather,  why  the  dogs  of  war  were  let  slip 
a^inst  this  wise,  and  abte»  and  virtuous,  and  loving  Ad- 
ministration \  these  patterns  of  political  friendsliip  and 
consistency  {  and  have  continued  to  pursue  them,  till 
they  lie  panting  and  gasping  for  breath  on  the  high  way — ■ 
until  they  realize  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  hare  and  many 
friends.    The  cause  of  all  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  tame  into  power — the  cause  of  this 
*'  premature"  opposition  lies  there,  and  there  mainly.  I 
would  defy  all  the  public  presses  in  tlie  world  to  luLve 
brouglitthem  tothis  pass,  had  there  not  been  a  taint  <^ orig- 
inal sin  in  their  body  politic,  and  whicb)cleaves  to  them  even 
as  the  sin  of  our  first  parents  taints  our  fuHcn  nature,  and 
cleavcth  to  us  all.     The  gentleman  refers  to  those  who 
compose  the  party  called  the  Opposition,  and  my\  it  is 
formed  of  very  discordant  materials.  True,  Sir  (  but  what 
are  the  materials  of  the  par^  which  upholds  the  Adminis- 
tration ?  Nay,  ot  the  Administration  itself  ?  Are  they  per< 
fectly  homogeneous  J  I  know  one  of  them—who  has  been 
raised  to  a  higher  station  than  most  men  in  this  country- 
was  that  because  he  opposed,  or  because  he  espoused  the 
election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate?    Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  what  could  cause  the 
old  Republican  party  in  New  En^and — the  wortliy  otic- 
cessors  of  John  lAngdon — to  be  now  found  acting  with 
us  !    They  know— but  perhaps  some  in  this  House  do 
not  know — they  know  ttut  the  Snuthcnt  interest  is  as 
much  (heir  natural  ally,  in  protecting  them  against  an  ov- 
erweening oligarchy  at  home,      England  is  the  natural 
ally  of  PortueaT,  agnmst  the  power  uf  Spain  and  France  { 
and  though  they  left  us  for  a  time,  yet  now,  apprehend- 
ingdangcr,and  seeing  through  thearti6cesof  their  betray- 
er, they  have  returned  to  us,  their  old,  riatural,  and  approv- 
ed allies.  Sir,  have  nut  the  Admintstration,  as  well  as  the 
Opposition,  ways  and  means  and  funds  in  tiicir  hand^  to 
obtain  influence  and  buy  success  ?    Have  they  not  the 
wh<de  cf  the  great  mass  of  patronage  in  their  hands^  But 
the  gentleman  s.'tys,  that,  sri  f;ir  from  taking  care  of  their 
adherents,  they  h.ive  been  too  liberal  in  bestowing  this 
upon  their  enemies  :  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  tills.  An 
ancieitt  apothegm  tells  us  that  it  Is  better  to'  Judge  be- 
tween two  of  your  enemies  than  between  two  of  your 
fi-iemls.    In  the  one  case  you  are  almost  sure,  by  your 
decision,  to  make  a  friend,  imd  in  the  other,  to  lose  one. 
Now,  sir,  our  ahle  and  practised  statesmen  know,  that,  by 
giving  a  loaf  and  a  fibh  to  an  enemy,  they  make  a  friend, 
when,  by  giving  t!u  m  to  one  of  their  friends,  (licy  might 
disoblige  another,  who  mi^ht  think  his  claims  dis|iar.i};ed 
— and  that,  sir,  is  the  wiiolc  secret  of  their  ncgleciing 
their  friends. 

Permit  me,  sir,  again  to  ask,  how  comes  it  thai  this  Ad- 
ministration are  brougiit  into  thi-ir  pi-tsent  vciy  curious 
and  unprecedented  prt-diciunent '  How  happens  it  that 
they  alone,  of  all  tlx:  Administrations  which  have  been  in 
tlus  country,  find  thcntst-lvcs  in  the  minority  in  cacU 
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Mouse  of  Congreaa,  when  tlie  ttrj  wont  of  their  predc- 
eewon  kept  a  majorit;  till  midnight  on  the3<l  or  the  4th 
of  Uiirch,  whichever  you  may  pleue  to  call  it  ^  Ay,  sir, 
under  the  Adminittrition  to  which  1  allude,  there  were 
none  of  thoae  compunctiout  visitinf^  of  naturje,  at  the  at* 
taclct  made  on  private  character.  We  had  no  chapter  of 
Lamentations  then,  on  the  rava^ng  and  desolating  war  on 
the  fah*  fame  of  all  the  wise,  virtuous,  and  good,  of  our 
land.  The  notorious  Peter  Porcupine,  since  even  better 
known  as  William  Cobbeti,wa»the  especial  proteg^  of  that 
Administration.  I  heard  them  say— I  do  not  mean  the 
Head  of  that  Administration,  but  one  of  Its  leaders — that 
he  wss  tlie  greatest  man  in  the  world  \  and  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  tliat,  in  point  iif  sheer  natural  endowment,  he 
was  so  very  far  wrong.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Cobbett, 
who  if  the  late  publications  may  be  trusted,  now  sayt  that 
Mr.  Adams  has  flf^n  hundred  sbves  in  Vir:ginia.  Sir, 
waa  there  any  slander  too  vile,  too  base,  for  that  man  to 
fabricate  f  I  remember  well  the  Nick-names  under  wuich 
we  passed— yes,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we,  although  the 
humblest  in  the  ranks.  Mr.  Gallatin  was  Citotoit  Goitu- 
Tiwa,  with  k  pelUfenitre  national^  at  his  back.  My  excel- 
lent and  able  colleague,  Ur.  Nicholas— one  of  the  purest 
and  most  pious  of  men,  who  afterwarr's  removed  to  the 
Stale  of  N.  York,  and  was  a  model  of  republican  virtue 
tnd  nmpfictty  that  might  have  adorned  tne  best  days  of 
Sparta  or  of  Rome — he,  sir,  having  the  misfbrtune  to  lose 
an  eye,  was  held  up  to  ridicule  as  PoLTrHiMOs.  You  are 
shocked  at  this,  sir,  but  let  me  tell  you  that  it  was  only  a 
little  innocent,  harmless,  fedonl  wit — and  the  author  was 
the  especial  proteg^  of  "Government"  and  its  adherents. 
Alt  chuckled  over  the  Porcupine.  To  that  party  the  pre- 
sent  incumbent  then  belonged — and  another  member  of 
this  pure  Administration.  My  venenble  friend  from  North 
CaTMina,  was  Hohsiscr  Micoir  with  a  eatilla  under  the 
9,  to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frenchman.  I  forget  the 
cognomen  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
LiviKosToir ;]  I  know  that  he  wss  never  spared  :  I  re- 
m:  mber  weU  my  own  ;  I  wish,  nr»  it  was  applicable  now, 
for  1  was  then  a  boy.  Ever^  sanetuaty  was  invaded.  As 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  every  epithet  of  vittiperation  was  ex- 
hausted upon  him.  He  was  an  Atheist,  a  Fren^man  .- 
we  were  all  Atheists  and  Traitors  ;  our  names  and  cause, 
associated  with  the  Cannibals  and  Cannibalism  of  the  Re- 
volutionary I'ribunal,  and  all  the  atrocities,  the  most  atro* 
clous  and  rrvoUinc;  of  which  has  this  dsy  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  cliaste  imagination  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  Yes,  air,  Uien,  as  x-iw^  a  group  of 
horrors  waa  pressed  upon  ibe  pubUc  Imn^iiationto  prop 
(he  sinking  cause  of  a  desperate  Administration.  Reli- 
gion and  Order  were  to  be  subverted  ;  the  National  Debt 
to  be  sponged  {  and  the  Country  to  be  drenched  in  its 
best  blood  ny  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  Jacobin  adherents. 
F.vcn  good  men,  and  not  unwise  men,  were  brought  to 
believe  this.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected — and  we  know 
what  followed.  But  this,  sir,  it  may  be  said,  was  not  done 
by  our  own  people — it  was  done  by  foreign  hirclingH, 
mercenaries,  bir,  it  is  not  only  of  this  description  of 
persons  that  I  speak.  It  was  done  in  the  glorious  days 
of  (lie  Sedition  Law  and  the  bUck  cockade,  when  we 
found  in  General  Shee  and  his  Legion,  protection  against 
the  Pneturian  bands  of  the  Administration.  These  brave 
fellows  were  many  of  them  Irisli  or  German,  and  most 
of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage,  chiefly  fh>m  the 
Northern  Liberties,  then  the  strong  hold  of  Republican- 
ism ;  am),  tlierefbre,  branded  with  the  opprobiouB  nanie 
of  the  PAuxbourg  St.  Antoinethe  most  Jacobin  quarter 
of  Paris. 

Sir,  at  the  very  time  that  the  act  noted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  M:.s«chu8ett8  was  passed,  (Hay,  1800)  when 
l*mtesaor  Cooper  was  escorted  to  jail,  a  victim  of  the  Sedi- 
tion Law,  (he  New  York  election,  dien,  aa  of  late,  rung  tlie 
kucll  of  the  departing  Administration,  Sir,  when  the  gentle- 


man favored  us  with  his  opinion  of  the  preaent  stupeodoua 
Administration,  I  ima^ne  he  drew  it  from  a  compartMM 
with  some  of  the  AdminiitratioDs  wtuch  preceded  it.  In 
comparison  with  tome  of  them,  even  this  AdmliuatratiM 
is  great :  for  we  have  seen  the  least  of  all  poanble  tfaiflgB 
— the  poorest  of  all  poor  creatures  that  ever  was  manu- 
factured into  a  Head  of  a  Dspartment  (and  that's  a  bold 
word)  a  member  of  a  former  AdministTation— Hilmost  as^ 
tire  on  the  name.  1  his  persoium^*  as  1  have  very  bftdf 
learned  in  imitation  of  another  great  man  from  the  mmt 
State,  took  great  liberties,  in  public,  with  my  name,  when 
he  liad  the  Atlantic  for  a  barrier,  the  Summer  beftm  bsL 
Like  his  great  friend,  his  courage  shows  ttaetf  three  tboh 
sand  miles  off.  It  is  in  the  ratio  uf  the  squares  of  tfw  dis- 
tances of  bis  adversary.  Sir,  1  should  like  to  have  seen 
how  he  would  have  looked,  i^  on  finishing  his  haraague, 
he  had  fiiund  me  at  liis  elbow.  I  think  I  can  canoKK 
how  he  would  have  felt 

Sir,  I  have  much  to  say,  which  neiOter  noy  own  wc^ 
ness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  poUteness  oftlns  Houie,  «3 
permit  me  now  to  lay.  As  I  have  exonerated  the  prioo- 
pal  in  that  weighty  affair  of  the  biltiard-tabl^  I  aiao  ex- 
onerate hiro  and  bis  Lieutenant  from  every  charge  of  cot 

lusion  in  the  first  instance  ;  and,  if  it  i>  in  order,  I 

will  state  the  reasons  for  my  opiaion.  When  the  aUianee 
was  first  patched  up  between  the  two  great  leadm  of  Ac 
East  and  West,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  thepromotionof  the  preaent  incumbent  at  all  in  new. 
Sir,  I  speak  knowingly  as  to  one  of  these  parties,  sod 
with  the  higliest  degree  of  moral  probability  of  the  othee. 
Can  it  be  necessary  iliat  I  prove  this  *  The  thing  proves 
itself.  The  object  was  to  bring  in  one  of  the  paitiea  la 
the  cinnpact,  whom  the  Conititutioa  fiubaequeady  ei> 
eluded  and  of  course  to  provide  Ibr  the  other.  A  gen- 
tleman, then  of  this  House,  was 'the  candidate  who,  ta 
the  last  hour,  cast  many  a  longing,  although  not  linger 
ing  look,  with  outstreched  neck,  towarda  LouialaBa 
juguto  gumaita  negaiur — to  discover  whether  or  not  he 
should  be  one  upon  the  list.  Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  he 
could  in  the  first  instance,  have  looked  to  the  eleratiea 
of  another,  or  have  designed  to  promote  the  views  ol  s^ 
man  but  in  subtervtency  to  his  own.  Sir,  commoaaeMe 
forbids  it.  But,  mr,  all  these  calculations,  however  sk& 
fut,  and  DiMoivRi  could  not  have  made  bette«>,  utta^ 
failed.  Mr.  Crawford  most  obstinately,  and  uueasonaUy, 
I  confeu,  refused  to  die.  It  wss  certainly  very  disobEg- 
■ng  in  him.  I  saw  him  before  I  went  abroad,  and  1  thought 
it  was  an  hundred  to  one  that  he  could  not  surnve  the 
Summer :  he  waa  then  dead  to  every  pui]KMe,  nafaCe  or 
private.  Louisiaiia  refiised  to  vote  as  obstinatcm  as  ib- 
Crawford  refused  to  die  i  and  so  the  gentleman'wm  ex- 
cluded. It  was  then  that  Mr.  Adams  was  first  taken  up,  aa 
tpitalkr,  which  we  plaotera  of  the  South  tranawe,* 
hand  plant. 

Sir,  I  liave  a  riglit  to  know— 1  lud  a  long  whUc  bdore 
an  interview  wM)  the  very  great  man — but  nol  oa  dlat 
subject — no  rir—itwas  about  business  of  this  Ifmiar  ml 
he  so  fiu*  descended,  or  1  should  rather  say  of  so  very  great 
a  man,  eondeseeided,  as  to  electioneer  even  with  se. 
He  said  to  me,  among  other  matters,  if  you  ot  the  South 
will  give  us  of  the  West  any  other  man  than  John  Quia- 
cy  Adams  fur  PreMdent,  we  will  suppwt  him.  l.et  any 
man  deny  this  who  dare— but  remember,  sir,  he  then  ex* 
pected  to  be  a  candidate  before  the  House  himKlf.  If  yon 
will  give  us  any  other  man.  Sir,  the  gentleman  in  qaes- 
tioi)  can  have  no  disposition  to  deny  i(.  it  waa  at  a  time 
wlien  he  and  the  present  incumbent  were  publicly  pitted 
against  each  other,  and  Mr.  Adams  had  crowed  defi- 
ance, and  clapped  his  wings  against  the  Cock  of  Kea- 
tucky.  Sir,  I  knew  (his  to  be  a  strong  mode  of  ex- 
pression. I  did  not  take  it  litenlly.  I  thought  I  oo- 
derstood  the  meaning  to  be  that  Virginia,  by  her  Mre- 
nuous  support  trf  Mr.  Crawford,  would  Airther  the  a» 
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cess  &t  Ur.  Adams.    "  Any  other  nwn^  bit,  besides  John 
Quincy  Adams."   Now,  as  neither  Mr.  Cnwrord  nor 
General  Jackson,  in  the  end,  proved  to  be  "  any  other 
nail" — it  foUowa  dearly  who  any  other  man  was,  viz  i 
one  oth«  mia—ideH  myaelf,  «  a  Mntleman  once  laid  in 
tius  House,  we  will  support  him.  Bu^  nr,  as  soon  as  this 
egomei  was  out  of  the  question,  we  of  the  South  lost  all 
our  inflaenoe,  and  "  we  of  the  West"  gave  na  of  the 
South  this  very  John  Quincy  Adams  for  Prendent,  and 
received  from  him  the  ver)'  office,  which,  being  held  by 
him,  we  of  the  Westasrignedasthe  cause  (rf*  our  anpport, 
eouidertng  it  to  be  a  tort  of  revetwmaiy  interest  in  the 
Picndency.  (See  the  lettor-to  Mr.  P.  BrocAe.^  It  was  in- 
deed "  ratsbane  in  our  mouth,"  but  we  swallowed  the 
arsenic.  Sir,  a  poweriul  party  in  New  England  was  equal- 
ly opposed  to  Hr.  Adams — the  high  Federal  party,  or  the 
Ewex  Junto,  so  called — all  the  successors  of  the  George 
Cabots,  and  Caleb  Strongs,  and  Stephen  Hirginsons— 1 
should  rather  say  their  representative^  and  all  their  sur- 
rrrinr  coadjutors,  were  against  htm,  with  one  exception, 
and  that  was  an  honest  man,  of  whom  it  was  said  in  this 
House,  that  he  ought  to  deure  no  trther  epitaph  but  that 
which  might  truly  be  inscribed  on  his  tomb.    "Here  lies 
the  man  who  was  honored  by  the  friendship  of  Washing- 
ton, and  the  enmity  of  hia  aucceamr."   Sir,  who  perse- 
outed  the  name  of  Hamilton  while  living,  and  followed 
faim  beyond  the  frmve  >  The  &ther  and  the  son.  Who  were 
the  perseoutors  of  Fisher  Ames,  whose  my  grave  wm 
Immted,  as  if  by  vampyres  ?  Both  fether  and  son.  Who  at- 
tempted to  libel  the  present  Chief  Justice,  and  procure  his 
impeachment— making  the  seat  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
the  peg  to  hang  the  impeachment  on  >  The  son  t   Sir,  I, 
••one  ofthe  grand  jury,  and  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Gauxtt] 
were  called  upon  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  in  Smith's  ease,  [Mr.  Adams]  to  testify  in  that 
case.  [Herp  something  was  said  that  our  reporter  could  not 
bear.]  This  was  one  of  the  early  oblations  c^the  present  in- 
combent  on  the  altar  of  Kis  new  political  church.  Who 
accused  his  farmer  Federal  associates  of  a  traitorous  con- 
spiracy with  the  Britiab  authorities  in  Canada,  to  dismem- 
htr  the  Union     The  present  inctimbenL    Yet  all  is  for- 
given Wm  \  Hamilton,  Ames,  Marshall,  themselTes  accua- 
aed  of  treason— all  is  formven  ;  and  these  men,  (with  one 
exception)  now  supporthiin— ankl  for  what  t   Sit,  I  will 
take  the  letter  to  tlie  Prerident  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Ti^nia — and  on  that  letter,  and  on  Ai'cta  which  are  noto- 
riouB  as  the  sun  at  noonday,  it  must  be  established  that 
there  waa  a  coUusion,  and  a  corrupt  collusimi,  between 
the  principals  in  this  affair.    I  do  not  say  the  agreement 
was  a  written  or  even  a  verbal  one— I  know  that  the  lang- 
nag*  of  the  poet  Is  trae— Ibat  men,  who  **meet  to  do  a 
damned  deed»"  cannot  brii^even  themselrea  to  speak 
of  it  in  distinct  ternia— they  cannot  call  a  spade,  a  apade 
—but  eke  out  their  unholy  purposes  with  dark  hints,  and 
imiendoes,  and  signs,  ana  shrugs,  ^hcnt  more  is  meant 
than  meets  the  ear.    Sir,  this  person  was  willing  to  take 
any  man  who  would  secure  the  end  that  he  had  in  view. 
He  takes  office  under  Mr.  Adaros^  and  that  very  office 
too  which  had  been  declared  to  be  in  Uie  Kne  of  safe 
precedent- that  very  office  which  deckled  his  prefeN 
enoe  of  Hr.  Adams.    Sir,  are  we  children  ?  are  we  ba- 
bies 1  can't  we  see  or  eat  an  apple-pte  without  spelling 
and  putting  the  letters  together — A,  p,  ap,  p,  1,  e,  pie, 
apple*  P>  ■>  e,  pie,  apple-pie  i   Sir,  the  fact  can  never 
b»-^  over,  and  it  is  this  hot  which  alone  could  make 
tbis  AdmlDistration  to  mck  and  totur  to  its  base,  in  spite 
of  the  indiscretion,  (to  aa^  no  worse)  in  spite  of  all  the 
indiscretion  of  its  adversanes.    For,  Sir,  there  never  was 
ft  man  who  had  so  much  cauae  as  General  Jackson  has 
had  to  say,  "  save  me  from  my  friends,  and  [  will  Uke 
care  of  my  enemies."   Ves,  Sir,  he  could  take  care  of 
lua  enemies — from  them  he  never  feartd  danger  {  but 
not  «f  hli  friends  at  least  of  a<Mne,  whose  vanity  has 


prompted  them  to  couple  their  obscure  namea  with  his  ; 
and  it  is  because  he  did  take  care  of  his  enemiea,  who 
were  his  country'a  enemies,  and  for  other  reasons,  which 
t  could  Btati-,  thai  his  cause  is  now  espoused  by  that 
grateful  country.  But  General  Jackson  is  no  atateaman. 
Sir,  I  deny  that,  there  is  any  inatance  on  record,  in  histo- 
ry, of  a  man  not  having  military  capacity,  being  at  tlie 
head  of  any  Government  with  advanta^  to  that  Govern- 
ment, and  with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  tliose  talents  which  en- 
able a  man  to  write  books  and  make  apeeches,  that  ena- 
ble him  to  preside  ov<rr  a  Government.  The  wittiest  of 
Poets  has  told  ai  that 

"  All  k  Rbnnriclan**  RvW 
Tnahoiilr  bow  lo  name  hi*  Twl*." 

We  have  seen  Professors  of  Rhetoric,  wito  could  no 
doubt  descant  fluently  upon  the  use  of  these  said  tools  t 
yet  aharpen  them  to  so  wiiy  an  edge  as  to  cut  their  own 
fingers  with  these  implements  oftheir  trade.  Sir,  Thomas 
i  Becket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Second,  and, 
indeed,  a  braver  man — ten  infirm  of  purpose.  And  wlio 
were  the  Hildebrands,  and  the  rest  of  the  Papal  Ptm* 
bootera,  who  achieved  victory  after  victory  over  ttw 
proudest  Monarchs  and  States  of  Europe  >  These  meu 
were  brought  up  in  a  cloister,  perhaps,  out  they  were  en- 
dowed with  the  highest  of  all  the  Rifts  of  Heaven,  the 
capusity  to  lead  men,  whether,  in  the  Senate  or  in  the 
field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and  the  same  bsulty,  and  its  sucoese- 
ful  £splay  has  always  received,  and  ever  will  receive^ 
the  highest  honors  that  man  can  bestow  ;  and  thia  will 
be  the  caae,  do  what  vou  will,  cant  what  you  may,  about 
military  chieftains  and  military  domination.  So  long  aa 
a  man  is  a  man,  the  victorious  defender  of  his  country 
will  and  ought  to  receive,  that  country's  suffrage,  for  all 
that  the  forms  of  her  Govomment  allow  her  to  bestow. 

Sir,  a  friend  sud  to  me  not  long  nnee,  "Why,  General 
Jackaon  can't  write*'—"  admitted."  i  Pray»  sir,  can  you 
tell  me  of  any  one  that  can  write  :  for,  I  protest,  I  know 
nobody  that  can.)  Then  turning  to  my  friend,  I  said,  it 
is  most  true  that  General  Jacluon  cannot  write,  (not 
that  he  can't  write  his  name,  or  a  letter,  &c.)  because  he 
has  never  been  taught  But  hia  competitor  cannot  write, 
because  he  waa  unteadiable  :  for  h€  haa  had  every  ad- 
vantage of  education  and  Study.  Sir,  the  Duke  of  Mari- 
borough,  tlie  greatest  captun  and  negotiater  of  his  age — 
which  was  the  age  of  Louis  XIV. — and  who  may  rank  with 
the  greatest  men  of  any  age  t  whose  irresistible  manners 
and  address  triumphed  over  every  obstacle  in  council,  as 
his  military  prowess  and  conduct  did  in  tlie  field — sir,  this 
great  man  could  not  even  spell,  and  was  notoriously  igmo- 
rant  of  all  that  an  andM-gradiute  must  know  t  but  wliidi 
it  is  not  necessary  fbr  a  man  at  the  head  of  afiairs  to  know, 
at  ail.  Would  you  have  superseded  lum  by  some  Scotch 
schoolmaster  f  Sir,  gentlemen  forget  that  it  is  an  able 
helmsman  we  want  for  the  ship  of  State,  and  not  a  Profes- 
sor of  navigation  or  astronomy. 

Sir,  among  the  vulgar  errors  that  ougitt  to  go  into  S'a 
fliomas  Brown's  bool^  this  ought  not  to  be  omktted  :  that 
learning  and  wisdom  are  synonymous,  or  at  all  equivalent. 
Knowledge  and  wisdom,  as  one  of  our  most  delightful 
poets  rings— 

**  Kaowledge  and  wUdom,  ttr  fhtm  beinc  ov, 
Ha<«  oft  timet  no  e«anrKlan— know  ledge  dwcm 
la  bead*  replete  with  ihoantiu  of  oih«rmm ; 
Witdom.  tn  mind*  attnititre  to  thvir  own. 
Knowledce  U  prand  that  hehaaleanwdMniveh  ; 
Wiidom  II  humble  thai  he  Know*  no  moie. 
Book*  are  ttot  wMoni  taliematu  and  ■|»ell*, 
ItrwhiehibrnuRisartor  ihrewderwiu 
\         ImUi  the  tuuhlnkfnc  imhiiude  eaehained. " 

And  not  books  only.  Sir.— speeches  are  not  less  decep- 
tive. Sir,  I  not  only  consider  the  wfnt  of  what  is  called 
learning  not  to  be  a  disqnalification  for  the  command  in 
chief  in  civil  or  military  life,  but  I  do  conaider  the  pos* 
session  of  too  much  learning  to  be  of  most  miachievoua 
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conwqiience  to  fluch  a  ctitncter  t  who  is  to  draw  from 
the  cabinet  of  his  own  salacious  mind,  and  to  mSke  the 
learning  of  others,  or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may 
poasesa,  lubservient  to  liii  more  enlarged  and  vigorous 
viewa.     Such  a  man  was  Crorowell — such  a  tnaii  was 
Washington.   Not  learned,  but  wise.   Their  understand* 
ings  were  not  clouded  or  cramped,  but  had  fair  play. 
Their  errors  were  the  errant  ot  men,  not  of  Echool  boys 
and  pedants.    Sir,  so  far  from  the  want  of  what  is  called 
education  biding  a  very  strong  objection  to  a  man  at  the 
head  of  aflairs,  over-education  coiutitutea  a  still  stronger 
objectktii.   [In  the  caae  of  a  lady  it  is  btal.    Heaven  de. 
fend  me  from  an  oW'educated,  accomplished  lady.  Yes, 
sir.  accomplished  indeed,  for  she  is  finished  for  atl  the 
duties  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or  mistiess  of  a  family.]  Sir, 
we  hear  much  of  military  usurpation,  of  military  despo- 
tism— of  the  sword  of  a  conqueror — of  Cxtar — and  Crom- 
well— and  Bonaparte.    What  little  1  know  of  Roman  his- 
tory has  been  gsthered  chiefly  from  the  surviving  letters 
of  the  great  men  of  that  day — of  Cicero  especially— and 
I  freely  confess  to  you,  that,  if  I  bad  then  lived,  and  been 
compelled  to  take  sides,  I  must,  though  very  reluctantly, 
have  sided  wiih  Casar,  rather  than  take  Pompey  lor  my 
master.   Sir,  it  whs  the  interest  of  the  house  of  Stuart — 
and  tbey  were  long  enough  in  power  to  do  it — to  black- 
en the  character  of  Cromwell— that  great,  and,  I  must 
add,  had  man.    But,  sir,  the  dcf  !I  himself  is  not  so  black 
«i  be  Is  sometimes  painted.    But  who  would  not  rather 
baveubeyed  Cromwell,  than  that  self-styled  Parliament, 
which  obtained  a  title  too  indecent  for  me  to  name,  but 
b^  whi<^  it  is  familiarly  known  and  mentioned  in  all  the 
historians,  from  that  to  this  dsy.    Sir,  Cramwell  fell  un- 
der a  tempUlion,  ppihaps  too  strong  for  the  nature  of 
man  to  resist — but  he  was  an  angel  of  light  to  either  of 
the  Stuarts — the  one  whom  he  brouglit  to  the  block  j  or 
his  son,  a  yet  worse  man,  ihe  blackest  and  foulest  ef  mis- 
creants that  ever  polluted  a  throne.    It  has  been  the  po- 
licy of  *')^  home  uf  Stuart  and  their  successors — it  is  the 
policy  ot  Kings— to  vilify  and  blacken  the  memory  and 
character  of  Cromwell.    But  the  cloud  is  rolling  away. 
We  no  longer  consider  flume  as  deserving  of  the  slight- 
est credit.    Cromwell  was  "  giiihless  (rf  his  country's 
blood."    His  was  a  'bloodless  usurpation.    To  doubt  his 
sincerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  subsequent  fall,  would 
be  madness— religious  fervor  wss  the  prevailing  temper 
and  fashion  of  the  times.   Cromwell  was  an  usurper,  'tis 
granted  i  but  he  had  scarcely  any  choice  left  him.  His 
sway  was  every  way  preferable  to  that  miserable  corpse 
-  of  a  Parliament,  that  he  turncil  out,  as  agentleman  would 
turn  off  a  drunken  bullerand  his  fellows,  or  the  penuon- 
ed  tyrant  that  succeeded  him— a  dissolute,  depraved  bi- 
got and  hypocrite,  who  was  outwardly  a  Protestant  and 
at  heart  a  Papist.    He  lived  and  died  one,  while  preten- 
ding to  be  a  son  of  the  church  of  England,  aye,  and  swore 
to  it,  and  died  a  perjured  man.   Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  mas- 
ter, give  me  one  whom  I  can  respect  rather  than  a  knot 
of  knavish  Attorneys.    Sir,  Bonaparte  was  a  bad  man  ; 
but  I  would  rather  have  Itad  Bonaparte  tlian  such  a  set  of 
corrupt,  intriguing,  public  plunderers  as  he  turned  adrifi. 
The  Senate  of  Rome — the  Parliament  of  England — "  the 
Councils  of  Elders  and  of  Youngsters" — the  Legislature 
of  I'*rance— allmade  themselves  first  odious  and  then  con- 
temptible !  and  then  comes  an  usurper,  and  this  is  the 
natural  end  of  a  corrupt  civil  Government. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  possess  great  learning, 
combined  with  i.tvetciate  professional  habits,  and  who 
are,  (fjMo  fatiot  or  perhaps  1  should  rather  say  tons 
faeti»t  for  I  Riust  speak  accurately  as  I  s|>e8k  before 
a  Professor)  disqualified  fur  any  but  secondary  parts 
any  where — even  iti  the  Cabinet.  Cardinal  Iticbelieu 
was,  what  }  A  Priest.  Yes,  sir,  but  what  a  Priest  ! — 
Oxenstiem  was  a  Chancellor,  lie  it  was  who  sent  his 
son  abroad  to  see— j^sm  parva  tapimita  regitur  mun- 


duB — with  how  little  wisdom  this  world  is  govemea. — 
This  Administration  seemed  to  have  calculated  that  eren 
less  than  that  little  would  do  for  us.    The  gentleman  caH- 
ed  it  a  strong,  an  able  Cabinet — second  to  none  hot 
.Washington's  first  Cabinet.    Sir,  I  could  hudly  look  at 
him  for  flushing.    What,  sir,  is  Gallatin  at  the  head  af 
the  Treasury — Madison  in  the  Department  of  State  * 
'I'he  mind  of  an  accomplished  and  an  acute  dialeeticaan, 
of  an  able  lawyer,  or,  if  you  please,  of  a  great  phyneia.t, 
majr,  hy  the  long  continuance  of  one  pursuit— ^^>f  one 
tram  of  ideas— have  its  habits  so  inreterately  fixed,  as 
efTectually  to  disqualify  the  possessor  fi>r  the  iKiranuuidof 
the  councils  of  A  country.    He  may,  nereHheless,  make 
«n  admirable  chief  of  a  bureau — an  excellent  nun  of  detiA 
— which  the  chief  ought  never  to  be.    A  man  may  be 
capable  of  making  an  Mile  ami  ingenious  argument  on  a^ 
subject  within  the  sphere  of  his  knowlt-dge;  but,  sir, 
every  now  and  then  the  master  sophist  will  start,  a«T  hare 
seen  him  start,  at  the  monstrous  conclusions  to  which  hk 
own  artificial  reason  Iiad  brought  hinueK.    But  this,  Hf, 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  candor  and  M^ 
ness  of  mimL    Sir,  by  vmd*  *ntl  figures  you  may  prove 
just  what  you  please  ;  but  it  often  and  most  ^nersKy 
IS  the  fact,  that,  in  proportion  as  a  proposition  is  locaII<r 
or  mathematically  t  rue,  it  is  politically  and  common^enai- 
cally  (or  rather  nonsensically)  fidso.    The  talent  which 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  book,  or  make  a  speech,  has  no 
more  relatkm  to  the  leading  of  an  jirmy  or  Senate,  tbsa 
it  has  to  the  dressing  of  a  dinner.   Hie  talent  which  fits 
a  man  to  head  a  Government,  is  the  talent  for  the  man- 
agement of  men — a  mere  dialectician  never  had,  and 
never  will  have  it  :  both  requires  tha  same  degree  of 
courage,  though  of  dlfierent  kinds.    The  veiy  h'wfaeM 
degree  of  moral  courage  is  required  for  the  dntiea  of  gov- 
ernment.   I  have  been  amused  when  I  bsTe  seen  Mae 
dialecticiant,  after  assorting  their  words— the  coantets 
of  wise  men,  the  money  of  fiwU'*— after  they  had  Irid 
down  their  premises,  and  drawn,  step  by  rtep,  their  de- 
ductions, sit  down,  completely  satisfied,  as  if  the  concla- 
Mona  lo  which  they  had  brought  themselves  were  real^ 
the  truth- as  if  it  were  irrefragably  true.    But  wwt  until 
another  cause  is  called,  or  till  another  Court  sita — till  the 
bystanders  and  jury  have  had  time  to  forget  both  argu- 
ment and  coifclusion,  and  they  will  makeyou  just  aa  good 
an  argument  on  the  oppoule  side,  and  arrive,  with  the 
same  comphicency.  at  a  directly  opposite  concluMon,  and 
triumphantly  demand  your  assent  to  this  new  truth.  Sir, 
it  is  tlieir  bunness — I  do  not  blame  them..    I  cmly  ssf 
that  such  a  habit  of  mind  unfits  men  for  action,  iar  deo- 
sion.    They  want  a  client  to  decide  which  nde  to  take ; 
and  the  really  great  man  perforow  that  office  fcr  tbcm. 
This  liabit  unfiu  them  for  Government  in  the  first  d^ree. 
The  talent  for  Government  lies  in  these  two  things— 
gadty  to  perceive,  and  decision  to  act.  _  Genuine  states- 
men were  never  made  such  by  mere  training  i  educaboa 
will  form  good  business  men — natatnternon  fit^tt-^  The 
maxim  C nateUer  nonj!/^  is  as  true  of  statesmen  aa  it  is  of 
poets.    Sir,  let  a  house  be  on  fire,  you  will  soon  see  ia 
that  eonfiision  who  has  the  talent  to  command.    Let  a 
ship  be  in  danger  at  sea,  and  ordinary  subotdination 
destroyed,  and  vou  will  immediately  make  the  aanne  dis- 
covery.   The  ascendancy  of  mind  and  of  character  exists 
and  rises  aa  naturally  and  as  inevitably,  where  there  is 
free  play  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find  th«r  level  by  gia- 
vitation.   Thus  a  great  diplomatist,  like  a  certain  aniina^ 
osciiiating  between  the  hay  on  difierent  sides  of  hn, 
wants  some  power  from  without,  before  he  can  decide 
from  which  bundle  to  make  trial.     Who  believes  that 
Washington  could  write  as  good  a  book  at  report  as  Jef- 
ferson, or  make  as  able  a  speech  as  Hamilton  f    Who  is 
there  that  believes  thai  Cromwell  would  have  made  is 
good  a  Judge  as  Lord  Hale  ?   No,  sir  t  these  lemed 
and  accomplished  men  find  their  proper  place  wider  Aose 
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who  are  fitted  tooonmiaod,  and  to  conHnandthem  among 
(he  reit.    Such  a  man  as  IVaihington  will  say  to  a  Jetfer- 
tmif  4»  you  become  my  Secretary  oT  State  { to  Hamilton^ 
do  you  take  charge  of  my  pane,  or  that  of  the  nation, 
vhich  ■■  the  same  tiling  ;  and  to  Knox,-  do  you  be  my  mas* 
ter  of  hone.  Sir,  all  history  shewi  tbic,  but  great  diplomal- 
iala  and  great  Bchofam  aK«  for  that  very  reaaon,  unfit  to 
foe  nrfera.   Sir,  woidd  Hannibal  hare  croased  the  Alps 
when  there  were  no  roads — with  elephants —  in  Ihe  faoe  ' 
«f  the  warlike  and  hardy  mountaineeta— and  carried  terror 
to  the  very  gates  of  Rome,  if  his  youth  had  been  spent  in 
poring  over  books  *   Would  he  have  been  able  to  main- 
lain  bhMetf  on  tbe  reaoureea  of  his  own  genius  for  six- 
teen years  in  iUly,  in  ^te  of  tlw  ftetlon  and  traachery 
-in  the  Senate  of  Carthage,  if  he  had  been  deep  in  conic 
•ediona  and  fluxions  and  the  diffierent  calculus — to  say 
nothing  of  botanv,  and  mineralogy,  and  chemistry  ?  "Are 
rott  not  arfumed,'*  said  a  philosopher  to  one  who  was 
bom  to  rule,  *  are  you  not  sshamed  to  play  so  well  upon 
the  ftnto  i"   Sir,  it  waa  well  puu   There  ia  much  which 
it  bcoomca  a  aeoonAuy  man  to  fciiov— iMeh  that  it  is  ne- 
eeawy  for  him  to  knov—tbat  a  first  rate  man  6iight  to  be 
a^med  to  know.   No  head  waa  ever  clear  and  sound 
that  was  stuffed  with  book  learning.   You  might  as  well 
■tteaapt  to  fiitten  and  strei^hen  a  man  by  stufBng  him 
with  every  vatie^  and  thegreateat  quantity  of  food. 
Alter  all,  tbe  Chief  must  draw  upon  his  subalterns  for 
much  that  he  does  not  kaow,  and  cannot  perform  himself. 
Siiv  ny  friend  Wm.  B.  Johnson  baa  many  a  groom  that 
can  deanaoddreisa  race  bene,  and  ride  him  too,  better 
than  he  can.   But  what  ofthat'  Sir,  we  are,  in  the  Eu- 
ropean tense  of  the  tertn,  not  a  military  People.  We 
v  liave  no  business  for  an  army — it  hangs  as  a  dead  wei^t 
upon  the  nation—oABcers  and  alL    Sir,  who  rescued 
llmldock  when  he  was  fighting,  seeundemtaiem,  and  his 
men  were  dropping  around  him  on  every  side  '    It  wu 
s  Virginia  Hihtia  Uiger.    He  asaerted  in  that  ciim  the 
place  wfatch  property  belonged  to  bim,  and  whldi  be 
afterwards  filled  in  the  manner  we  all  kiMV. 

Sir,  i  may,  without  at^  mock  modesty,  acknowledge 
Mrhat  1  fee),  that  1  have  nude  an  ansucccssfoi  reply  to  the 
pentteman  from  Massachosetta.  There  are  some  sub- 
jects which  I  could  have  wished  to  bare  touched  upon 
before  1  ait  down  now  and  fiuvver.  I  had  the  materials 
in  my  possesion  when  1  came  to  thli  House  thia  mom* 
ing,  but  I  am  dragged  down  by  physical  weakness  from 
the  most  adrantageooa  use  of  them.' 

Sir,  what  sliall  we  say  to  a  gentleman,  in  this  House 
or  out  of  it,  occupying  a  crominent  station,  and  filling  a 
farge  snace  tn  the  eye  of  hu  native  State,  who  should, 
»iui  all  tlie  ai^itness  of  a  pimcUsed  advocate,  ^oss  over 
(be  aoknowle^ped  encroacnmenis  of  tlM  men  in  power, 
upcm  Um  fair  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  then 
^caent  the  appalling  nicture,  gisring  ai^  flamii^,  in  his 
deepest  colors,  of  a  bloody  military  tyrant— a  raw-head 
ami  bloody.bonea — ao  that  we  cannot  sleep  in  our  beds — 
who  should  conjure  up  all  the  images  that  can  scare 
children  and  frighten  old  women— 1  mean  very  old  wo- 
man, sir— and  who  offers  this  wretched  caricature — this 
wile  daub,  where  brick  dust  stands  for  blooi^  likm  Peter 
Porcupine's  Bloost  Ruot,  as  a  reason  for  hia  and  our 
support  in  Virginia,  of  a  man  in  whom  be  has  nu  confi- 
dence, whom  he  damns  with  faint  praise— and  who, 
moreover— tell  it  not  in  Gath  !  had  zealously,  and  elabo- 
rately, \l  cannot  say  abty)  justified  every  one  of  these 
very  atrocious  and  bloody  deeds — yet,  sir,  on  paper — not 
in  tbe  heat  of  debate,  in  tbe  trannwrls  of  a  tpeeeh,  but 
—at  the  author  of  the  Richmond  Anathema  fiill  well 
knew— and  knew  that  we,  too,  knew — deliberately  and 
oflloally.  ^r,  if  we  did  not  know  that  Lawyers  neversee 
,but  one  side  of  a  caae  that  on  which  they  are  retained, 
and  that  they  fondly  hope  that  tbe  Jury  will  see  with  their 
cye^wbat  should  we  say  of  noh  a  man  t   His  Client 
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having  no  character,  be  attacks  Defendant's  character, 
upon  a  string  of  charges,  in  every  one  of  which  (wp- 
posing  tbem  to  be  true)  his  client  was  sell-avowed  IM^u- 
cept  cri/m'nM— having  defended,  adopted,  and  made  mm 
and  every  one  of  them  hi*  own.  Sir,  such  a  man  may  ba 
a  great  Lawyer,  (alUiough  this  is  but  a  poor  specimen  of 
his  skill  in  that  line)  or  a  great  Mathematician,  or  Chem- 
ist ;  but  of  a  man  guilty  of  such  glaring  absurdity,  it  ma/ 
be  fearlessly  pronounced  tliat.  in  the  management  of  bia 
own  concerns,  and  in  tbe  affairs  of  men,  he  has  not 
*'  right  good  common  sense,"  And  here,  sir,  we  come 
to  that  great  and  all-imporUnt  distinction,  which  the  pfft- 
fane  vufear— whether  they  be  the  great  vulgar  or  the 
small— too  often  overlook  i  and  which  I  have,  l»»w"y  » 
fear,  endeavured  to  press  upon  the  House-I  mean  the 
distinction  between  knowledge  and  learnmg,  on  theona 
hand.andtenteand  judgment,  on  the  other.  Andtsere, 


sir,  lies  the  great  defect  of  the  genUeman  m  questioo. 
Sir,  I  have  heird  it  said  of  him,  by  those  who  knqw  «iMl 
love  him  well,  "  that  he  can  argue  cither  side  of  a  qw 
tion,  whether  of  law,  of  policy,  «"  ^"^i^V^I^l^ 
struction,  with  great  ingenuity  and  force  ,  but  he  wantt 
that  sagacity  in  political  affaita,  which  first  disoenia  th« 
proper  end,  and  then  adopts  the  most  appropriate  meinae 
and^e  is  deficient  in  that  knowledge  of  n»n"'>d»J«™ 
would  enable  another  (much  ho  inferior)  to  P««W» 
that  luB  honest  disinterestedness  vtpitytd  upon  by  tboH 
who  are  conscious  that  he  pridet  himtelf  upon  it  tti» 
the  lever  by  which  be  ia  on  aH  occasion,  to  be  moved. 
It  U  bis  pride— ap  honest  and  honorable  pride,  wluoh 
makes  him  delight  to  throw  himself  into  minontws,  be- 
cause he  enjoys  more  self-gratificatwn  from  mamfeitmj 
his  independence  of  popubr  opinion— than  he 
rive  fVoin  any  thing  in  the  gift  of  the  Peo^  Hia  ht* 
production— the  Adams  convention  manifcaio.  it  w 
feeblest  production  of  ihe  day.  The  reawm  i%  hit  head 
and  heart  did  not  go  together."  , 

Sir,  this  picture  it  drawn  by  tbe  hand  of  a  fiiend.  A* 
we  have  had  billiard  tables  and  chess  boards  introduced 
into  this  debate,  I  hope  I  may  be  alkiwed  to  boerow  an 
illustration  from  Ihu  last  game.  Sir.  one  of  these  am^ 
ing  machines  reminds  me  of  the  bishop  at  ebcM.  TlM 
black  or  while  bishop  (I  use  the  term  not  In  reforenee  lo 
the  color  of  the  piece,  but  of  that  of  the  souare  he 
stands  upon)  is  a  serrieeable  piece  enough  m  hu  way  i 
but  he  labom  under  thU  defect :  that,  moving  ui  ttic  di- 
agonal only,  he  can  never  get  off  his  original  colot.  -am 
can  soour  away  all  over  just  one  half  of  the  board  i  but 
his  adversary  may  be  on  the  next  square,  and  perfectly 
safe  from  his  atUck.  To  be  safe  from  the  bishop,  yo« 
have  only  to  move  upon  amr  one  of  tbe  thir^wo  aqoana 
that  are  fotbidden  gnmnd  to  bim.  But  not  ao  tbe  me- 
gular  knigfat,  who,  at  tuccemive  leaps,  can  oover  evMjr 
square  upon  the  board,  to  whose  check-lbe  king  can  m- 
terpose  no  guard,  but  must  move.  Even  tbe  poor  pawn 
has  a  privilege  which  the  biriiop  has  not:  for  he  can  elude 
his  mitped  adversary  by  moving  bom  a  white  square  to  m 
bUcfc  one,  or  from  a  black  square  toftiriute  mm,  •ad 
finally  reach  the  highest  honors  of  the  game.  8t»  even 
a  poor  peasant,  of  sense,  may  instruct  the  philosopher,  a* 
the  shepherd  did,  in  that  beautifol  introduction,  tbe  finert 
of  Hr.  Gay's  fiibles  but  one,  who  drew  all  his  notions  of 
men  and  things  from  Nature.  Sir,  it  is  in  vwn  to  turn 
over  musty  foUos,  and  double  down  dog's  ears  i  it  doee 
very  well  in  its  pUce— in  a  iawyer'a  office— or  a  buieatt. 
I  am  forced  to  use  the  w<Hd  for  want  of  a  better  i  but  tt 
will  not  supply  the  place  of  that  which  books  never  gave, 
and  never  can  give— of  judgment  and  experience.  Sir, 
who  would  make  tiie  better  leader,  in  a  period  of  grat 

{(ubiic  emergency — old  Koger  Sherman,  or  a  certain  very 
earned  gendeman  from  New  York,  whom  we  once  bad 
here,  who  knew  every  thing  in  the  world  for  which  man 
has  no  occasion,  and  nothing  in  the  woild  for  wtueh  mm 
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Iiu  occaiion  *  Sir,  the  People,  who  sre  always  unsophis- 
ticatfld— 4Qd  though  they  may  occaaionftUy  be  mulea,  are 
■Iwi^  right  in  their  fSeeunga*  and  always  judge  correctly 
in  the  long  ran — liare  taken  up  this  thing.  It  is  a  noto< 
rknii  fiut,  in  Virginia,  that,  in  County  Courts,  where  men 
are  admittt^  to  sit  as  judges,  who  are  not  of  tlie  legal 
professon — plain  planters,  who  hare  no  pretensions  to 
be  conudered  as  lawyers — the  deciaiona  are  much  ael- 
domer  reversed  than  in  those  courts  where  a- banister 
pnsdes  :  hia  reaaoni  may  be  more  pbuidble,  but  h'u  de- 
dnon  will  be  oftener  wrong.  Tes,  ^r,  Uie  People  have 
decided  upon  ttiis  thing. 

Sir*  I  wtll  suppose  a  case  :  I  will  suppose  that  the  late 
convulsve  stru^cs  of  the  Administration  may  so  far 
succeed,  as  that  they  will  be  able  to  renew  their  lease  for 
another  four  years.  Now,  nr,  if  a  majority  of  this  House 
can't  get^  "^^^  ^  nunority  hanging  on  ihetr 

rear,  cuttmg  on  supplies,  and  beating  up  their  quarters, 
what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  Administration  then  > 
Sir,  what  is  it  now  ?  Did  any  body  ever  hear  of  a  vic- 
tory obtained  by  the  Rxeculive  power,  while  a  decided 
majority  of  the  Legislature  was  against  it  ?  Sir,  I  know 
of  no  such  victory,  but  one — and  that  was  the  parricidal 
Tictoiy  of  the  younger  Pitt  over  ttie  Constitution  of  Kng- 
land {  and  he  gain^  that  only  by  the  impenetrable  ob- 
stioacy  of  the  King,  which  then  gave  indications  of  the 
diseaae  that  was  lurking  ia  hia  constitution,  and^after- 
wards  ao  unhappily  became  manifest.  * 

Sir,  the  King  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  much  abler 
nan  than  he  ever  had  credit  for.  But  he  was  incurably 
obstinate,  lie  had  just  lost  the  colonies.  Ko  matter — he 
would  risk  the  crown  of  England  itself,  and  retire  to  his 
hereditary  States  in  Gennany,  rather  than  yield  ;  and, 
mr,  but  fora  barefkced  coalition,  he  would  have  lo  retir* 
ed,  and  have  supplied  a  most  important  defect  in  tlie  act 
of  setlleiDeRt— the  sc(>aration  of  Hanover  from  Kngland. 
But  the  corrupt  bargam  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Pox,  to 
share  office  between  them,  disgusted  the  People — they 
took  aide  even  against  their  own  lit>erties.  But  here,  air, 
the  coalition  la  not  on  the  aide  of  the  People's  rights,  but 
against  them.  Mr.  Pit^  (the  Crvwn  rather)  triumphed. 
£iavea  cried  Uosanna  ;  and  fools  repeated  the  cry.  Eng* 
land  recovered  by  the  elasticity  which  belong*  lo  free  in* 
adtutions,  and  Hr.  Pitt  attained  a  degree  of  power  'that 
enabled  him  to  plunge  her  into  the  mad  vortex  of  war 
with  Revolulioiuiy' France.  Nine  hundred  millions  of 
debt ;  taxes,  in  amount,  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of ;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  possible  forms  of  wretched- 
neas~-attest  the  greatoesa  of  the  Heaven-horn  Hioister, 
wlio  did  not  weather  the  storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath 
it,  leaving  his  country  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleas- 
ed to  rescue  her  in  her  utmost  need,  by  inflictii^  mad* 
pess  on  her  great  unrelenting  enemy,  and  sending  this 
modem  Nebuchadnezzar  to  grass.  Sir,  Mr,  Pitt  fs  as 
atrcMigtan  instance  for  my  purpose,  as  I  could  have  want- 
ed: He  was  a  rhetorician,  a  speech  maker  i  a  man  of 
words,  and  good  words  too,  at  will  i  a  dextrous  debater 
.-^ikI  if  he  bad  continued  to  ride  the  Western  circuit, 
he  might  have  been  an  eminent  wrangler  at  the  bar, 
and,  in  due  time,  a  Chief  Justice  or  Lord  Chancellor. 
But,  fiH*  tlie  sins  of  Englaiul  he  was  made  Prime  Minister, 
and  at  five  and  twenty  too.  Sir,  Hr.  Pitt  no  more  saw 
what  wai  idiead  of  liim,  than  the  Ideot  in  the  Pwish 
worfchovse.  He  no  more  dreamt,  when  the  war  began, 
to  what  pt^t  he  would  be  able  to  push  hissystem^if  sys- 
tem it  may  be  called,  than  any  clerk  in  bis  office.  I'he 
productive  powers,  of  a  People  like  the  Engli^,  where 
property  u  perfectly  secure  and  led  free  to  act,  and 
where  the  industrious  classes  are  shut  out  from  almost 
any  participation  in  public  afTairs,  is  incredible  t  is  almost 
witlKMit  limit.  Two  individuals  discovered  two  mines, 
more  predous  and  productive  than  Guanaxuato  or  Po- 
toii— that  fiimidwd  the  mean*  for  bia  prodigality,  that  as- : 


tonished  even  Mr.  Pitt.  These  were  Sir  Richard  Aik- 
wnglit  and  Mr.  Watt— the  spinning  macbiite  and  the 
steam  engine.  And  thia  nnbecile  and  Uunderii^  Miai^ 
ter  lias  been  complimented  iritb  what  n  dse  to  the  nx^ 
rivalled  ingenuity  and  industry  of  Ms  tMMntrymeiL  Se^ 
«r,  in  like  manner,  this  young  Hereulea  of  America,  wbe^ 
if  we  can  keep  him  from  bemg  strangled  by  the  serpeats 
of  corruption,  must  grow  to  gigantic  strength  and  stature 
— eveiy  improvement  which  he  makes,  in  spite  of  the  nie* 
rule  of  hia  govemm^  these  very  modestly  airogate  ta 
themselvea. 

We  have  been  told,  officially,  that  the  Preaident  wish- 
ed the  great  question  to  have  been  referred  back  to  the 
People,  if  by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  this  could  be 
done.  Sir,  if  I  were  the  friend,  as  I  am  the  undisguised' 
enemy  of  the  Administration,  1  woukl  say  to  theoi,  y<w 
miy  be  innocent — ^your  intentions  may  be  upright— hot 
you  have  brought  the  country  to  that  pass,  that  you  cant 
cany  on  the  Government.  Aagentlemra  poaaeaatng  the 
least  aelf  respect,  you  ouf^t  to  retire — leave  it— -tr^  ano- 
ther venue— you  can't  cany  on  the  Government  without 
us,  any  more  than  we  can  act,  while  every  thing  in  the 
Executive  Government  is  against  na.  Sir,  there  are  cases 
in  which  suspicion  is  equivalent  to  proof— and  not  onty 
equal  to  it,  but  more  than  equal  to  the  most  danmng 
proc£  There  is  mrt  a  husbuid  here  who  will  not  lati^ 
this  declaration— there  may  be  suspicion  soagooinog, 
that  it  makes  the  wretch  cry  out  for  ceruinty  as  a  relief 
from  the  most  damning  toKuree.  Sueli  saspictons  are  en- 
tertained with  respect  to  these  gentlemen — and  though 
they  are  making  a  convulsive  effori  to  roU  back  the  tide 
of  public  opinion,  they  can't  allay  the  feeling — the  sus- 
picion rests  upon  the  nets— and,  uo  what  tbey  may,  fiKts 
will  not  bend  at  their  Mdding.  Admit  it  to  be  auspicioa, 
it  is  equally  fatal,  as  regards  them  and  the  public  sendee, 
with  the  reality.  Hr.  K.  would  not  go  in  pursuit  of  the 
t^bia  and  aliata  of  the  accused- M  the  tubs,  whether 
with  false  bottoms  or  double  bottoms,  thrown  out  to 
amuae  the  public.  The  whole  conduct  (rf  the  aceuaed  had 
dispUyed  nothing  of  the  ^gni^  of  innoeenee  ;  but  all 
the  restkssneas  <7  guilt  Every  vmd  of  Mr.  Clay's  late 
pamphlet  might  be  true,  and  yet  the  accused  be  guihy, 
notwithstanding. 

The  gentkman  from  Massachasetto  warned  us,  that,  if 
the  individual  we  seek  to  elevate  shall  suececd,  be  will, 
in  his  turn,  become  (he  object  of  public  pursuit,  and  thai 
the  same  ^ack  will- be  unkennelled  at  his  heeb,  Out 
have  run  his  rival  down.  It  may  be  so.  I  have  no  lie«ta* 
tion  to  say,  that,  if  his  conduct  shall  desove  it,  and  if  I 
live,  I  sliail  be  one  of  that  pack ;  because,  ur,  1  maiataio 
the  interests  of  St  >ckholden^ against  Presidents,  Uireclot% 
and  Casliiera.  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  an  ob- 
jection urged,  as  I  have  heird,  against  me,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Varce.]  He  says  tliat  1  have  been 
opposed  to  all  Administrations.  Sir,  1  deny  it  to  be  fact.  I 
did  oppose  the  elder  Adams,  because  he  attacked  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  ot  tlie  subject ;  because  his  opin- 
ions were  at  war  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  He 
avowed  them  openly,  and  I  liked  him  the  better  for  his 
iHnkness.  But,  sir,  I  supported  the  Administration  of  his 
successor.  I  did  for  it  wliat  I  could — little  enough,  God 
knows.  The  first  case  in  which  I  differed  from  that  Admia- 
iittstion  wasthecaseoftbe Yazoocl«m%.whiehItlMNiglit 
a  case  of  flagrant  corruption.  1  do  not  mean,  and  I  never 
did  believe,  tlut  there  was  corruption  in  the  President,  or 
his  two  Sccrctariea  {  and  it  did  not  cause  rae  to  aeparalc 
myself  from  them.  I  sepsrated  from  that  Admioisttatioa 
three  years  aflerwarda,  with  pain  and  sorrow,  and  not 
without  some  anger,  too  {  for,  sir,,  1  have  no  idea  of  that 
extreme  of  cantlor  and  meekness' whicfa  denounces  the 
measures  of  a  Government,  as  BoUomsajrs  in  tlie  play^ 
"and  will  roar  you  as  gently  as Miyanckuig  dove."  It  is 
not  my  nature  to  do  so^  and  it  would  be  cnmind  and  tidii* 
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cmloua  in  me,  becaase  it  would  be  hypocrisy  to  affect  it. 
Sir,  when  the  former  resfrictive  syitem  was  first  com- 
menced, I  UuHight  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I  did  then  aee 
-—the  Atal  and  ruinoutconaequences  that  would  grow  out 
of  it.  I  toU  Mr.  Jefferaon,  candidly  and  frankly,  that,  if  be 
expected  support  in  a  certain  quarter*  and  did  not  find  it, 
he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I-will  not  repeat-  what  be 
anid  on  that  occasion,  bat  he  deplored  the  separation. 
But,  permit  me  to  remind  you,  «r — foryou  were  then  too 
yoong  to  know  much  of  theae  matters— that,  previously, 
but  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my  leaving  that  Adminis- 
tration, a  certun  wise  man  from  (be  East  joined  it,  who 
aoon  after  went  off*  to  Canada,  under  stKMy  siuplcion  of 
felony ;  and  this  was  soon  Iblkmre^  by  a  certain  gentle- 
man's ^ring  in  his  adhesion,  who  had  before  been  violent- 
ly opposed  to  it,  and  to  all  its  best  measures.  Sir,  I  have 
not  the  least  objection  to  its  being  said  of  roe,  that  I  sep. 
arated  myself  from  Hr.  Jefferson,  when  BarnabaiBidwcll 
and  John  <luincy  Adams  joined  him. 

Some  aOusion  has  been  made  to  the  djscordint  materi* 
all  of  the  present  Oppotition.  Sir,  they  are  somewhat  dis- 
cordant—»t  least  they  have  been  so.  But  are  they  more 
so  tfian  the  adherents  of  the  present  Administration,  or 
the  materials  of  the  Administration  itself  ?  Sir,  I  well 
remember  almost  the  first  propitiation  (the  first  was  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  he  who  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Dnited  Strtes  made  to  Hr.  Jefferson  and  his 
part^.  It  was  an  Mtempt  to  run  down  the  present  Chief 
Justice.  The  riglit  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
was  made  the  peg  to  hang  it  on.  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man the  whole  reason  yrhy  I  have  opposed  the  Adminis- 
tration since  that  time,  and  may  again,  if,  according  to 
my  judgment,  they  shall  not  consult  the  good  of  the  coun- 
tiy.  It  is,  sir,  simply  because  I  am  for  the  interests  of 
the  Stockholders — of  whom  I  am  one— as  opposed  to  those 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Cashiers  t  and  I  have 
the  right  of  speaking  my  opinion,  and  ^11  exercise  it, 
though  it  happen  to  be  against  the  greatest  and  proudest 
names. 


[  asked  myself,  if,  with  this  Book  of  Nature  unrolled  be- 
fore me,  I  was  not  the  most  foolish  of  men  to  be  strug- 
gling and  scuffling  here,  in  this  heated  and  impure  at- 
mosphere, where  the  play  is  not  worth  the  candle  {  but 
then  the  truth  rushed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  was,  vainly, 
perhaps,  but  honestly,  striving  to  uphold  the  Ubertiea 
the  People  irtio  sent  me  here— yes,  sir— for  can  those  Ir- 
berties  co-exist  with  ct^ruption  t   At  the  very  worst,  the 


Sir,  I  am  no  judge  of  humaij  motives  s  that  is  the  altri- 
bute  of  the  Name  which  I  will  not  take  in  rain— the  attri- 
bute of  Him  who  rules  in  Heaven,  or  who  becomes  incar- 
nate upon  Earth— mere  man  can  claim  no  ucb  exemption. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  my  own  motives  do  not  partake 
of  their  foil  share  of  the  infirmity  of  our  common  nature 
—but  of  those  inflrmitieiv  neither  avarice  nor  ambtUon 
form  one  iota  in  the  composition  of  my  present  motives. 
Sir,  what  can  the  country  do  for  me  i  Poor  as  I  am — for 
I  am  much  poorer  than  I  have  been — impoverished  by  un- 
wise Imfislation — I  still  have  nearly  as  much  as  I  know 
how  to  use— more,  certainly  than  I  have  at  all  times 
made  a  P>od  use  of— and,  as  for  power,  what  charms  can 
■it  have  for  one  like  me  i  Sir,  if  power  had  been  my  ob- 
ject, 1  must  have  been  leas  sagacious  than  my  worst  ene- 
mies have  represented  me  to  be,  (unlesB,  indeed,  those 
who  would  have  kindly  shut  me  up  in  bedlam)  if  I  had 
m>t  (Stained  it.  I  may  appeal  to  all  my  friends  to  ssy 
whether  **  there  have  not  been  times  when  I  stood  in 
such  favor  in  the  closet,  that  there  must  have  been  some-^ 
thing  very  extravagant  and  unreasonitble  in  my  wishes, 
if  they  might  not  all  have  been  gratified."  Was  it  office' 
IVhat,  sir,  to  drudge  in  your  laboratories  in  the  Depart- 
ments, or  to  be  at  the  tail  of  the  corps  diplomatique  in 
Europe  '  Alas,  nr,  in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  wa* 
ter  wMiId  be  mors  acceptable.  Sir,  what  can  the  coun- 
tiy  give  me  that  I  do  not  possess  in  Hie  confidence  of  sudi 
constituents  as  no  man  ever  had  before  /  Sir,  I  could 
retire  to  my  old  patrimonial  trees,  where  I  might  see  the 
sun  rise  and  set  in  peace.  Sir,  as  I  was  returning,  the 
other  evening  from  the  Capitol,  I  saw — what  has  been  a 
rare  sight  here  this  winter— the  sun  dipping  his  broad 
iuk  among  the  treea  behind  diose  Viiginia  nills,  not  al- 
ligrii^  lus  Rowing  axle  in  the  iteep  .\tlaatio  stream— and 


cttfruption  {   At  the  very 
question  recurs^  which  will 'the  more  effectually  destroy 
ihem,  collusion,  bargain,  and  corruption  here,  or  a  nufi- 
tary  despotism  *   When. can  that  be  established  over  us  } 
Never,  till  the  Congress  has  become  odious  and  contemp- 
tible  in  the  eyes  of  the  People — Sir,  I  hare  teamed  fran 
the  highest     all  autbortty,  that  the  first  Aep  towards 
putting  on  ineormption  is  the  putting  off  corruption. 
That  recollection  nerves  me  in  the  present  contest  t  for 
I  know  that,  if  we  succeed,  I  shall  hold  over  the  head  of 
(hose  who  succeed  the  present  incumbent,  a  rod,  which 
they  will  not  dare,  even  if  they  bad  the  inclination,  to  dis- 
obey.  They  will  tremble  at  the  punishm^  of  thmr  pre- 
decessors.   Sir,  if  we  succeed,  we  shall  restore  the  Con- 
stitution— we  shall  redress  the  injury  done  to  the  People 
— we  shall  regenerate  the  Country.     If  the  Adnun- 
istration  which  ensues  shall  be  as  bad  as  the  character  oi 
the  opposing  candidate  (General  Jackson)  is  represented 
by  his  bitterest  foes  to  be,  still  I  bad  rather  it  were  in  the 
sffst  of  power  than  the  present  dynasty,  because  it  wlU 
have  been  ^rly  elected.    Tbe  fbuntMn  of  its  authoH^ 
will  not  hare  been  ptusoned  at  the  source.   But,  sir,  it 
we  perish  under  the  spssmodic  eflFbrts  of  those  now  in 
power  to  reinstate  themselves  on  the  throne,  our  tkte  wiN 
be  a  sacred  one — and  who  would  wish  to  surrive  it 
Uiere  will  be  nothing  left  in  the  country  worth  any  man's 
possession.       after  such  an  appeal  as  has  been  made  to 
the  People,  and  a  majori^  has  been  brought  into  this  and 
the  other  House  of  Congress,  this  AdipiiUstmtion  shall  b« 
able  to  triumph,  it  will  prove  that  there  ia  a  rottenness  In 
our  institutions,  which  ought  to  render  them  unwwthj 
of  any  man*s  regard— ur,  my  "  churchyard  cough'^  gives 
me  the  solemn  warning  that,  whatever  part  I  shall  take 
in  the  chase,  I  may  fkil  of  being  in  at  the  death — I  should 
think  myself  (he  basest  and  the  meanest  of  mei^I  caro 
not  what  the  opinion  of  the  worid  might  be— I  should 
know  myself  to  be  a  scoundrel,  and  should  not  care  who 
else  knew  it,  if  I  could  permit  any  motive,  connected  wWti 
the  divitton  of  the  spoil,  to  mingle  in  this  matter  with  my 
poor,  but  best  exertions  for  the  welfare  of  my  country. 
If  gentlemen  suppose  I  am  giving  pledges,  they  sre  mis- 
taken—I  give  none— they  are  entitled  to  lume— end  I  give 
none.   Sir»  1  sitall  retire  upon  my  own  reaoureea  I  wtti 
go  back 'to  the  bosom  of  my  constHaenta— to  such  con- 
stituents as  man  never  had  before,  and  never  will  have 
again— and  I  shall  receive  from  them  the  only  reward 
that  I  ever  looked  for,  but  the  h'whest  that  man  can  re- 
ceive— the  universal  expression  of  their  approbat1on-~of 
their  thanks.    I  shall  read  it  in  their  beanung  faces 
I  shall  feel  it  in  their  gratutating  hands.   Hie  veiy  chil- 
dren will  climb  around  my  knees  to  welcome  me.  And 
shall  I  give  up  them,  and  this  >  And  for  what  f  For  the 
heartless  amusements,  and  vapid  pleasures,  and  tarnished 
honort^  of  tl\|s  abode  of  splendid  misery,  and  of  shabby 
splendor  *   For  a  clerkship  In  the  Wsr  Office,  or  a  Pw> 
eign  Hisaon,  to  dance  attendance  inroad,  instMd  of  at 
home— or  even  for  a  Department  itself }   Sir,  thirty  years 
make  sad  changes  in  man.    When  I  first  was  honored  * 
with  thdr  eonfidencet  I  waa  a  very  youn^  man,  and  mr 
constituents  stood  in  almost  parental  relation  to  nw^  and 
[  received  firom  them  the  indulgence  of  a  beloved  sen.  ^ 
But  the  old  patriarchs  of  that  day  have  been  gathered.ta 
their  Others— some  adults  remvn,  whom  I  look  upon  as 
my  brethren  {  but  the  hr  greater  part  were  children— 
little  children— or  have  come  into  the  world  nnee  my 
pubfic  U!e  began.  I  km*  among  them  gnodfttbarih 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1S35 


GALES  f;?  SEATON*S  REGISTER 


1886 


H.  or  R.] 


Belrmchment. 


[pBk.  3,  183S. 


and  men  miuter-free,  who  were  bojrs  at  school,  when  I 
firrt  took  my  seat  in  Con^ss.  Time,  the  mighty  re- 
fonner  and  innovator,  has  silently  and  slowly,  but  surely, 
cbanped  the  relation  between  us  t  ind  1  traw  atend  to 
them,  inlneoparentit,  in  the  place  ft  ftther,  and  re> 
cnn  fi!>om  tbem  a  truly  filial  rererence  and  regud. 
nr,  they  are  my  children— who  resent,  with  the  quick 
love  of  children,  all  my  wrongs,  real  or  supposed.  To 
than  t  shall  return,  if  we  are  defeated,  for  all  of  consok* 
tion  that  nruta  ate  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  feel  that 
I  hmg  to  «ziatenee  but  by  a  ungle  htitv— that  the  swisd 
of  Dumdea  is  suspended  over  me. 

If  ve  iaCMcd,  we  ihall  have  ^ven  a  new  lease  to  the 
life  of  the  C<mstitution.  But,  should  we  Ml,  1  warn  gen- 
tlemen not  to  pour  out  their  regrets  on  General  Jacluon. 
He  wilt  be  the  first  to  d.^lain  them.  The  object  of  our 
«Hiae  has  been,  not  to  raise  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  Pre- 
sidency— he  his  merits  what  they  may — its  object  has 
been  the  signal  and  condign  punishment  of  those  public 
•mants,  on  whom,  if  they  be  not  i;uilty,  the  very  strong- 
cat  suspicion  of  guilt  must  ever  justly  rest. 

[Mr.  EVERETT  here  repellfed  the  charge  of  having 
violated  delicacy.] 

I  hare  a  right  to  say  so,  when  a  man  reads  in  titis  House 
apaper  whicli  is  unfit  to  be  read  even  without  spectators. 
That  be  did  not  write  it  ia  no  excuse  fw  the  gentleman. 
He  read  it,  and  he  brought  into  Ticw  the  case  of  tlie 
Quem  of  Franca. 

{Here-the  debate  doaed  fbr  tiiis  dayO 


SattbbaT)  FsBacAKT  3,  1838. 
RETRENCHMENT. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  connderation  of  tlie  re- 
solutions of  llr.CBiK.Toir,  tt^ther  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto  by  Hr.  Blakc,  as  modified. 

Ur.  HAMILTON  having  taken  the  floor,  submitted  the 
following,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
Blakb: 

*^  Boohed,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this 
House,  if  any,  and  what,  retrencbiDents  can  be  made  witli 
aafo^  to  the  public  interest,  in  the  number  of  the  officers 
of  the  Government  uf  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
amount  of  salaries  which  they  may  respectively  receive  { 
more  especially  to  report  specifically  on  the  following 
heads; 

1.  What  reductions  ofexpense  can  be  made  in  the  State 
Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of  tlie  officers 
ana  elerka  attached  to  this  Department,  in  the  expenses 
fCgulating  the  foreign  intercourse,  and  in  the  printing 
and  distribution  of  the  public  lawa  of  the  United  States. 

3.  What  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
whether  an  etfective  system  of  accountability,  and  for  the 
collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there  established. 

3.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Navy  Department  in  the  clerks  and  ofHeera  now  acting 
nibordlnately  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

4.  What  redii,ction8  of  expense  can  be  mode  in  the  De- 
partment of  War,  and  in  the  Indian  Department,  and  in 
the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  subonUnately  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

4.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
number  of  ofRcers,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  which 
they  may  recdve,  in  tlie  Postmaster  General's  Depart- 
ment. 

And  that  the  Committee  be  further  instructed  to  ex 
amine  the  leverat  contingent  fiinds  of  each  of  these  De 
partments,  and  to  report  tlie  amoimt  and  objects  for  wliicl) 
disbursemenU  have  been  made  from  these  funds,  and  tlial 
tliey  report  the  amounts,  vouched  and  unvouched,  wliicli 
haveheen  made  from  the  Secret  Service  Fund,'  or  tlie  fund 
regulating  the  contingoiiciea  of  Foreign  Intercoune,  and 


of  the  fund  fbr  tlie  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bury  Powers. 

And  that  they  further  report,  whether  the  oMnpeoM- 
tion  of  Members  of  Congress  ahoald  be  reduced  ;  snA 
whether  the  fixed  aabriea  of  the  offioevs  of  tfaia  HiMsi^ 
and  ita  contingent  expenBea,.can,  with  ptoptie^,  be  di- 
minished. 

And  further.  That  they  inquire  whether  any  moffifica- 
tion  of  the  nnkii^  fwid  act  can  be  made,  with  a  view  «f 
producing  a  mwe  speedy  extinguidiment  of  the  pohEc 
debt." 

Mr.HAUILTONaud,  that  herose  toaddreaathe  Hoaae 
with  the  most  unaffected  emharraasment ;  and  whilst  le 
was  fiilly  sensible  of  their  kindness  in  theadjoummentcf 
last  evening,  he  did  not  know  that  he  ought  to  thank  then 
for  this  indulgence,  as  it  might  have  created  cxpectatioas 
which  he  was  destined  to  disappmnt:  fbr  he  could  ncifber 
add  novelty  or  attraction  to  the  debate.  If  the  HMse 
had  permitted  him  to  have  remained  in  the  pot  of 
the  floor  on  the  last  evemiw*  wonld  probably  tben  have 
contented  himself  with  offering  the  anwndment  be  had 
just  presented.  As  it  vras,  sobced  by  the  mmc  relaxi' 
tion  in  which  they  bad  participated  froin  the  adjourmnent, 
he  had  acquired  a  stock  of  energy,  which  be  feared  he 
was  about  to  expeivi  in  a  tax  upon  their  patience.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  be  would  be  senuble  that  the  ody 
atonement  he  could  mnke  tar  thnr  kiadneM,  waa  to  he 
as  brief  as  possible,  and  to  eonltne  hiraMlf  strioUy  to  Ae 
matter  in  Ivind,  and  to  a  short  notice  of  some  of  the  t^Ms 
which  had  been  started  on  the  other  ride. 

Hedidnot  propose  to  addhisunavMhngregrets  to  these 
which  bad  been  generally  expressed;  that  toe  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CntLTon}  sbouU  have  introdnoed 
his  reaoltttiona  at  tMa  time.    That  foitleomn  Iwd.  with  a 
frankness  which  was  honorable  to  himaelf,  avowed  tbe 
motives  which  had  influenced  hia  conduct ;  and-  he,  [Mr. 
H.]  thought  it  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice,  toabnlve 
that  genUeman  trorji  all  responubility  for  the  latitude  and 
inflammatory  character  which  the  debate  had  nooe  aasa- 
med.    But  whilst  I  m^e  tiiis  decUratioo,  [said  Mr.  H.]  I 
wirii  to  ifccompany  it  with  this  diaUnet  afflnmtioiv  Wtt 
those  with  whom  I  act  in  this  House,  would  not  have  se- 
lected thia  as  an  appropriate  period  for  introducing  tte 
•ubjeot.  My  honorable  fnendfrom  Virginia,  [Kr.  RairBoua] 
at  a  «ngle  glance,  with  that  perspicacity  which  distia- 
guislies  him,  perceived  the  true  bearings  of  this  subjeet  t 
he  has  said,  this  '*is  not  the  accepted  time."   I  will  endea- 
vor to  follow  out  the  reasons  for  this  opinion,  aamewfaat 
more  in  detail  than  they  were  offered  by  tint  gentlmn 
himself.    Wliatever  may  be  our  majority  in  Ibis  Hoose, 
we  are  not  in  posaesrion  <rf'tbe  Executive  of  thia  Gorans 
ment.    It  is  against  us  ;  and  1  am  not  dispoaed  to  mmA 
misuonariea  and  circumnavigators  on  a  voy^e  of  refonn^ 
when  our  adversaries  are  not  only  inpoaaeiaionof  Aeports, 
but  their  keys,  forts,  and  arsenals.    The  anticipation,  tco. 
of  their  co-operation,  would  be  vinonaiy  in  the  extreme, 
as,  both  in  practice  and  doctrine,  in  the  alMtract  and  is 
the  substance,  tiiey  seemtobeeomnuttednot  togodtbet 
fbr  retrenchment  or  refbnn.    In  reference  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Administration,  he  wonld  refer  to  the  fiiBt  mam^ 
to  whicli  they  had  put  on  record— which  was  to  be  foud 
in  the  memorable  message  of  the  President,  of  Deceit^iff. 
1825.    If  it  had  been  then  desired  by  tiiose  who  arc  is 
power  to  have  carried  into  effect  an  intellirible  syatom  of 
national  economy,  this  ground  would  then  have  bem  tak- 
en ( and,  instead  rf  a  few  vague  generalities  on  fniga£ty, 
we  should  have  pointed  out,  by  definite  Und-marka,  the 
course  which  the  Admini-stration  desired,  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  to  pursue.    But  it  so  happens  that  this  toe- 
mornble  paper,  (more  remarkable  for  ibe  exuberance  of 
its  poetry  tlian  for  the  prosaic  dullness  rf  its  «tatistic%)  ii 
filletl  with  the  most  stupendous  objecu  of  extravs^^anee. 
l1ie  imagination  of  the  PreAlcnt  seems  to  hnTe  been  anat- 
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ten  with  flome  beautiful  image  of  magnificence  which  he 
denred  to  imprea  on  the  fbnn  of  this  Republic — more  itu> 
dhms  as  to  the  objects  to  be  obtuned,  Uian  of  fte  cormti- 
tQtionel  mcens  of  their  accompUahment.    He  infornw  us» 
tint  **The  spirit  of  improvement  a  abroad  upon  the  ecrth. 
It  atifflulales  the  heart,  and  sharpens  the  bculties,  not  of 
our  fellow-citrzens  alone,  but  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
Mid  ef  their  rulers.   While  dwelling  with  pleasing  aatis- 
faatiDn  upon  tite  superior  excellence  of  our  political  in- 
MitutkHM,  let  us  not  be  unnlindftil  that  liberty  is  power  } 
that  the  iwtion  blessed  with  the  fargest  portion  of  liberty, 
araatt  In  proportion  to  its  numben,  be  the  most  powerful 
nation  upon  earth  ;  and  that  the  tenure  of  power  by  man 
ia,  in  the  moral  purposes  of  his  Creator,  upon  condition 
'that  it  shall  be  exercised  to  ends  of  beneficence — to  im 
prove  the  condition  of  himself  and  his  fellow  men. 
While  fbreign  nations,  less  blessed  with  that  freedom 
«4iioh  is  power,  tlian  ourselves,  are  advanch^  with  gi- 
|$ftiitie  strides  in  the  career  of  public  improvement,  were 
we  to  slumbeT'in  indolence,  or  fold  up  our  arms,  and 
procfanm  to  the  world  that  we  u-e  palsied  by  the  will  of 
our  constituents,  would  it  not  be  to  cast  jiway  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence,  and  doom  ounelves  to  perpetual  in- 
fcriorily  ?** 

It  win  be  recollected  that  this  is  an  instructive  and 
emphatic  eonclunon  to  a  lon^  inventor^^  the  most  ex- 
ttavagant  projects  of  expense,  that  the  wit  of  man  can 
conceive  t  that,  «fter  having  clothed  the  surface  of  this 
■empire  with  the  embellishments  of  the  arts,  "elegant  and 
profound,"  he  ascends  into  (he  seventh  heaven  of  inven- 
tion, and  proposes  studding  tiie  milky-w«y  with  lumina- 
r4ei,  which  have  never  come  even  under  the  charge  of 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Tirginis,  [Mr.  Nkwtox] 
under  whose  fostering  superintendence  all  the  other 
Kght-houses  in  the  country  have  been  built.    When  the 
cxhortstion  which  I  have  just  read  Is  taken  In  connexion 
with  the  assumption  of  the  President,  that  we  have  the 
constitutional  power  to  do  all  that  he  recommends  i  and, 
'!r  we  fail  to  exercise  a  power  that  is  delegated  to  us,  that 
it  involves  "a  treacheiy  to  the  most  sacred  of  trusts,"  al- 
though we  might  even  "proclaim  that  we  were  palsied 
by  the  will  of  our  eonstituenti^' — I  say,  from  tliis  doctrine, 
-and  the  objects  to  which  it  is  applied,  we  can  have  little 
-hope  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  this  Administration,  in 
•any  effectual  scheme  of  retrenchment.    But  now  let  me 
appeal  to  &cts.    The  Administration  was  in  possesion  of 
a  majwity  in  this  House,  and  in  the  other,  for  the  two 
first  sessions  of  their  present  term,  and  I  ask  aoy  man  to 
■i»oiiit  out  a  single  measure  of  retrenchment  which  has  been 
aeootnpltahed  bjr  their  ftiends,  or  even  recommended  by 
themselves.    Sir.  it  ts  not  the  interest  of  those  who  csme 
into  power  as  did  our  present  Executive,  to  diminish  their 
patronage  by  retrenchment.    At  a  former  session,  on  a 
C(rflatersl  branch  of  this  subject  (on  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry respecting  the  public  printing)  1  muntained  this 
poMtion  1  that  «n  Administration  in  a  minority  in  the  coun- 
-tiy,  must  rel^,  however  hopeless  the  expectation,  on  the 
influence  of  its  patronage,  to  sustain  them  in  power.  That 
this  w*s  the  result  ofa  moral  destiny  which  they  could  not 
-resist  {  that,  having  the  People  against  them,  they  would 
have  to  depend  upon  that  compact,  effective,  and  welt 
diseipnned  minority,  of  office-holders,  and  office-hunters: 
Mid  that  if,  by  a  strange  nforal  paradox,  we  can  suppose 
Aristides  himself  could  have  consented  to  have  taken  the 
Ptesidenoy  (which  by  the  way,  we  cannot  suppose)  un 
der  the  same  circumstances  that  Mr.  Adams  accepted  it, 
and  Pabricius  hsd  been  willing  to  become  his  Secretary 
of  State,  they  musl.havc  indolged,  by  tlie  force  of  an  im- 
pulse little  short  of  an  instinct,  in  the  same  course  of  mea- 
sures which  had  marked  the  useless,  and,  in  the  end,  to 
themselves  hopeless,  career  of  the  Administration.  To 
ask  men  Ibus  situated  to  cooperate  in  diminishing  their 


patronage,  would  be  to  ask  them  to  give  up  the  very  -aG. 
ment  by  which  tiiey  hope  to  live. 

I  wiil,  moreover,  Mr.  Speaker,  very  frankly  conftts 
that,  believing,  if  the  work  of  reform  and  retrenchment 
is  necessary,  it  could  be  more  efiectuUly  performed  by 
a  succeeding  Administration,  the  friends  with  whom  I  act 
on  this  floor  have  not  been  insennble  to  the  gratiftoation 
they  would  feel  if  this  task  (judiciously  acempHshed)  is 
destined  to  iUnstiate  Ae  glory  of  him  whom  we  hope  to 
see  elevated  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  oountiy ; 
because  we  believe,  from  the  opinions  whidi  he  express- 
ed in  the  very  infaney  of  bis  political  life,  and  by  M  his 
subsequent  habitudes,  that  he  considers  an  enS^tened 
irugality  as  one  of  the  first  virtues  Of  a  Republic.  On  tliis 

Eoint,  however,  we  do  not  desire  to  be  mistaken.  And 
ere  let  it  be  understood,  that  i  speak  on  die  authority 
of  a  knowledge  of  his  opinions,  when  I  say,  that,  ,whiltt 
he  would  be  the  unrelenting  antagonist  of  every  tiring 

ft--     --^  a.-  .^1   -t   !_  iL. 


like  corruption  and  abuse  in  the  discretioMiiy  trusts  of 
this  Government,  that  the  countnr  has  not  a  more  zealous 
or  inSe^ble  friend  than  himself  to  all  those  esublish- 
ments  necessary  to  our  prosperity  in  peace,  and  security 
in  war  ;  or  one  jwho  would  go  ftrther,  within  the  Jiodts 
of  the  Constitution,  to  preserve  to  them  every  esMntial 
of  usefidnesB  and  of  undiminidied  vigor. 

We  then^ve  had  no  wi^  as  it  surely  was  not  our  po- 
h'cy,  at  this  time,  to  stir  this  matter.  Befieving  that  we 
stand  on  the  vantage  ground,  that  tlie  great  battle  is  go- 
ing on  elsewhere,  much  more  effectualTy  than  it  can  be 
waged  in  this  House,  we  desired,  if  sucb  a  course  is  per- 
mitted to  us,  to  discharge  the  ordinary  duties  of  4egisla< 
tion,  and  speedily  to  return  to  our  homes  that  the  grati- 
fying spectacle  might  have  been  presented,  of  the  most 
popular  deliberative  body  in  our  countnr  dlaehar^ng  its 
high  office,  without  participating  in  the  excitement 
which  surrounds  it.  Sir,  we  desired  to  provoke  tto  war 
in  this  House,  and  we  were  in  too  good  humor  with  the 
tokens  of  the  times,  to  feel  any  inclination  to  indulge  in 
acrimony  or  violence.  But  no  sooner  was  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  f>om  Kentucky  [Mr.  ChiltohJ  intro- 
duced, but  the  gentiemen  oceupjnng  the  ministerial 
benches  (I  hope  they  will  pardon  me  the  technical 
phrase — I  do  not  use  it  in  disparagement ;  but,  as  one  of 
their  organs  [Mr.  EvaazTT]  has  repudiated  the  appella- 
tion of  Adams-men, -I  know  not  what  other  term  to  use) 
seized  upon  it  with  avidity,  as  serving  for  a  loop  on  which 
to  hang  popular  harangties  in  defence  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  assaults  upon  their  opponents.  If  they  had 
permitted  the  resolutions  to  have  shared  the  usual  fate  of 
most  motions  of  inquiry  in  this  House,  they  would  have 
gone  to  the  committee  to  which  they  were  directed,  and 
have  either  sunk  into  an  unintemipted  slumber,  or  have 
been  awakened  possibly  to  some  purpose  of  practical 
usefulness.  But  now,  in  a  tone  of  defiance,  these  gen- 
tiemen challenge  us  to  an  inquiry,  and,  profiting  by  the 
example  of  their  master  spmt  elsewhere,  the;;r  seem  in- 
clinea  almost  to  go  on  the  hic^way  and  advertise  for  an 
accuser. 

Sir,  we  will  not  consent  to  become  their  accusers  j  we 
will  make  no  charges,  when  they  hold  the  keys  of  the 
very  cabinets  which  contain  the  documentary  proof,  by 
which  alone,  if  we  did  make  accusations,  we  could  hope 
to  prove  them.  Sir,  I  have  no  idea  of  ^ing  on  such  an 
errand  as  to  ask  the  honomblc  Secretaries  to  be  so  kind 
as  to  Aimish  us  with  the  means  of  their  own  condemna- 
tion. I  have  i}o  relish  even  for  the  sport  of  going  to  the 
Premier,  of  askmg  him  to  be  so  kind  as  to  hold  out  bis 
arm  that  we  might  feel  his  pulse,  and  sec  whether,  from 
the  fullness  of  the  blood  vessels,  a  little  cupping  add 
phlebotomv,  in  his  opinion,  might  not  be  necessary  ;  to 
'  inquire  of  nim  what  he  had  done  with  his  Friends  J.  A. 
King  and  John  H.  Pleasant^  and  whether  they,  instruct- 
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etl  by  Ibe  gntt  example  of  the  paltce,  had  made  a  re" 
vokc  too,  and  had  withdrawn  the  Touchers  t  or,  lar,  of 
eroniiig  to  the  Treuury,  and  of  thiu  acooiting  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer :  Well,  Mr.  Orgtnlzer  General 
of  the  whole  indiiilry  uf  the  whole  country,  you  who 
have  kindly  andertijEen  to  take  care  of  the  buainen  of 
erery  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  our  land,  pray  what 
have  you  done  for  the  business  of  your  own  Department? 
Or,  in  stepping  to  the  War  Office,  and  of  aakiog  the  aon 
of  Belloiia,  what  brigades  of  reconnoisaanee  he  had 
now  out— what  political  lereli  be  had  measured— w hat 
impedimenta  he  had  sunnounted — and  whether,  with  a 
knowledge  of  projectiles  greater  than  that  of  Vauban  or 
Coliome  himself^  he  expected  to  engineer  Mr.  Adams 
into  office  for  four  years  more  i  Or,  lastly,  of  going  over 
to  the  Navy  Office,  and  to  inquire  of  its  chief,  how  many 
of  his  clerks  were  yellowed,  and  on  the  shelf  ?  .  And 
whether  some  of  his  chaplains  had  not  discovered  the  ex- 
pansibility ef  human  piety,  and  that  it  was  quite  aa  be- 
neficial to  pray  a  la  dUUum  for  the  cure  <tf  the  souls  of 
tl^ir  flock^  as  to  pray  with  them. 

In  this  crusade,  the  friends  wltli  whom  I  act  in  this 
House  have  no  desire  to  indulge,  or  to  carry  with  us  a 
portable  bill  of  indictment  to  each  of^  the  Departments. 
If  we  are  to  be  made  responsible  for  the  resolutions  of 
the  gentlcntn  from  Kentucky,  we  desire  that  these  re- 
aolutions  should  relun  their  character  of  strict  inquiry, 
devoid  of  eveiy  thing  which  wexrs  the  aspect  of  accusa- 
tion, as  we  will  not  consent  to  go  into  the  trial  of  the 
Administration  on  an  issue,  ss  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
rylvania  [Mr.  Iii«HaMl  has  well  said,  made  up  by  tbem- 
se^lves,  and,  I  tay,  upon  proof  only  in  their  possession. 
If  the  Ministerial  gentlemen,  however,  will  pin  us  to  the 
resolutions,  and  we  must  have  an  inquiry,  let  it  be  as  full 
as  poarible  i  anfl,  if  it  ends  in  no  legialative  results  dur- 
ing the  present  Administration,  it  may  terminate  in  an 
accumulation  of  useful  facts,' to  govern  the  conduct  of  a 
future  one.  It  is  to  meet  this  contingency  that  I  have 
prepared  the  amendment  which  I  have  just  offered— the 
true  character  and  objecu  of  which  I  will  briefly  dis- 
close. 

The  amendment,  in  the  fint  place,  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee,  by  which  alone  the 
duty  could  be  discliarged,  as  the  labor  uf  iu  performance 
would  be  too  oppressive  hir  any  one,  or  more  than  one, 
of  the  Standing  Committees  of  this  House.  Besides, 
this  provision  will  enable  the  Speaker  to  put  upon  this 
committee  the  disposable  talent  of  tliia  body,  not  engag- 
ed on  the  Standing  Committees.  Next,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, tliat  the  amendment,  steering  clear  of  all  accusa- 
tory matter,  nevertheless  covers  the  whole  field  of  in- 
quiry. It  embraces  the  original  resolution,  with  its 
amendments,  and  travels  beyoad  them  :  it  reaches  every 
nmification  of  the  fixed  establiiiliments  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  all  the  discretionary  trusts  exercised  under 
them,  in  a  form  analytically  specific. 

If,  tberefi»¥,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  in 
earnest,  we  invite  them  to  wcffk  with  ui  i  if  we,  do  no- 
thing this  tearion,  we  may  at  least  fix  the  blase  marks  for 
the  track  of  fiiture  legislation. 

Having  thus  explained,  sir,  the  character  of  the  amend- 
ment, I  should  be  induced  to  resume  my  sear,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Evebxtt]  had  not  drop- 
ped, with  an  unsparing  prodigality,  in  the  debate  of  yes- 
terday, several  ubservatiom  not  calculated  to  limit  its 
range,  and  which,  from  the  weight  of  that  gentleman, 
may  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice.  His  uigumtnt  was 
undoubtedly  able  in  si^me  pai-ts,  ingenioos  in  others,  elo- 
quciit  in  many,  and  artful  in  all.  No  man  in  this  House 
understands  the  precepts  of  the  great  Roman  master  bet- 
ter than  that  gentleman,  or  piactises  on  them  more  suc- 
cessfully. He  lias  told  him  that  artifice — I  mean  in  no 
moral  disparagtment  of  the  gentlcirau — ia  one  of  the 


higher  excellencies  of  the  persuasive  art,  and  hia  speed 
of  yesterday  furnishes  a  practical  commentary  ou  the 
precept. 

The  gentleman  began  by  a  veiT  minute  and  defailed 
history  of  the  diplomatic  legislation  of  the  country,  waS- 
ficiently  lung  and  oppresuve  to  amother  the  real  point  at 
issue.    Well,  sir,  what  did  he  establish  ?    Why.  that 
certain  discretionary  funds,  called  contingencies  fcr  fo- 
reign intercourse,  were,  from  the  first  establishment  af 
the  Government,  vested  in  the  President  and  Depart- 
ment of  State.    And  who  is  prepared  to  diapute  this  ? 
But  does  thia  touch  the  qoektion  yet  in  arrear,  that  these 
funds  may  be  abused,  and  that  just  in  proportion  to  the 
discretion  conceded  for  their  disbursement  ought  to  be 
the  vigilance  of  tliis  House  in  its  superviuon  of  all  tb<Me 
branches  of  the  public  service,  which,  from  thia  very 
discretion,  might  be  most  liable  to  abuse  and  corruptioaF 
Because  the  items  of  expenditure  from  these  f^inda  we 
settled  by  certificate,  and  because  the  Prendent  has  the 
power  of  directing,  mAa  bb  treaty-making  pow«>,  these 
expenditures,  the  gentleman  says,  from  a  defect  of  con- 
stitutional authority  in'  this  House,  we  have  no  right  to 
inquire  what  has  become  ot  the  money.    I  have  looked 
carefullyj  sir,  into  the  instrument,  aiwl  1  cannot  find 
either  the  immunity  of  impeccability  for  the  Kxecutiv<^ 
or  of  prohibition  to  this  House.    On  the  contraiy,  I  see 
nothing  that  impeaches  the  great  moral  nnd  p^tical 
power  of  this  body,  in  superintending  the  public  expen- 
ditures.   The  exercise  of  this  power  is  unqueationab^ 
to  be  limited  by  those  considerations  which  belong  to  the 
public  policy  of  the  country:  und  any  inquiry  undo-  this 
power  ought  to  be  conducted  with  eveiy  poasible  regard 
to  our  foreign  relation^  that  they  might  not  be  affected 
by  indiscreet  exposures.    This  would  be  abundantly  se- 
cured by  that  reserve  and  ct>nfldence  by  which  it  is  m 
our  competence  to  seal  the  deliberations  of  thia  House. 

The  gentleman  has  enterUined  us  witli  a  history  of  the 
diplomatic  services  of  Mr.  Adams.  I  hare  no  doubt  of 
the  authority  as  well  as  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative  t 
I  considered  it  as  a  piece  of  amusing  and  instructive  au* 
to-biograpliy.  The  gentleman,  without  doubt,  thought 
that  he  was  acting  within  the  limits  of  a  just  retaliation, 
aa  the  Presidenl's  outfits  had  been  drawn  into  this  diaeur 
sion — a  circumstance  which,  for  myself,  I  nncerely  re- 
gret. The  gentleman  seems,  however,  to  consider,  that, 
whatever  mi|fht  be  the  amount  of  these  outfits,  double 
or  treble,  that  the  President  furnished  an  adequate  con- 
sideration for  them,  by  his  extraordinary  personal  inSu> 
ence  with  the  Emperor  of  aH  the  Russiaa.  Sir,  I  an 
happy  to  hear  that  we  have  had  a  Mituster  abroad,  with 
personal  attractiona  so  taking  i^nd  irresistible.  The  g«D- 
tlemaii  informs  us  that  it  was  mainly  through  this  infla- 
ence,  (hat  the  mediation  of  that  august  Monarch  was  ob- 
tained  with  Great  Britain,  by  which  the  blessings  of 
Peace  at  Ghent  were  secured.  I  fear,  from  a  letter 
which  I  have  seen,  written  (I  presume  about  that  ;ime) 
by  Mr.  Adams  to  a  ftnend,  that  he  might  have  been  a  lit- 
tle too  anxious  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  this  influ- 
ence, and,  aa  he  tnfi>rms  hib  ftiend,  that  "  our  Gorem- 
ment  was  too  penurious"  to  prosecute  a  just  and  hono- 
rable war  with  success,  and  one  half  of  our  People  suffi- 
ciently base  to  be  sold,  by  their  prejudices,  to  the  ene- 
my~CMr.  R&noLn  here  asked  Mr.  H.  wliich  half.  Mr. 
Hi.Mii.TOH  rtrplied,  he  presumed  the  FedenU  half>-that 
be  might  have  pushed  thia  matter  •  little  too  Ar  with  oar 
great  and  good  Ally.  But  will  the  gentleman  pardon 
me  for  believing  that  the  enemy  had  many  more  moving 
causes  for  the  acceptance  of  tlie  niediadon,  than  those 
which  he  has  disclosed  t  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our 
battle  at  Chippewa  and  at  Bridgewater,  and  the  nctoriea 
on  Erie  and  Cliamplun,  with  the  atrest  of  that  trident  of 
the  Ocean  our  enemy  Iwd  ao  long  held  in  her  fitin  grai|^ 
by  the  aebieveiiieDti  of  HuU  and  Decatur,  wer«  nnidi 
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sucdeuftil  negotiators  than  the  personal  ftscuiationi 
mnd  courtly  graces  of  our  tTinister,  and  that  the  nerve 
and  gunpowder  of  our  warriors  did  quite  as  much  as  Mr. 
Adams  could  have  accomplished  with  the  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollar  coat,  (about  which  we  have  heard  so 
much)  with  even  a  bag  ar)d  sword,  however  gdod  a  sub- 
atitute  the  gentleman  may  think  them  for  our  bayonets 
and  oar  brou  swordi . 

The  next  lubjeet  to  which  the  gentleman  adverted, 
vsa  the  memorable  narrative  of  the  billiard  table — first 
brouffht  to  the  notice  of  the  House  by  my  friend  .from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cabson.]  I  do  not  believe  that  my 
friend,  when  he  first  noticed  this  item  in  the  President's 
atccountfl,  intended  to  make  it  a  matter  of  gmTCAccosa- 
ticio,  as  he  certainly  did  not  notice  It  with  any  veiy  ex- 
tTaordinary  emphaws.  But  th«  gentknuui  flwn  Massa* 
ohuaetta  very  justly  remarked,  tMt  the  tubject  has  since 
acquired  a  good  deal  (^importance  ;  and  let  me  tell  hint 
why  it  has  done  so.  It  has  been  in  consequence  of  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued  in  the  auditing  of  this  ac- 
count. 1  am  free  to  oonfesi^  that  1  never  considered  the 
mere  lact  of  Mr.  Adams  hin^  a  billiard  table  in  bis 
House  a  serioas  matter,  nor  do  I  believe  the  people  at 
lat^  so  considered  it  \  but  Uiey  merely  deemed  it  one 
of  those  objects  of  expense,  so  strict^  personal  in  its 
character,  which  a  gentleman  ought  to  have  deftvyed  out 
of  his  private  purse.  I  concur  with  my  fiiend  from  Vir< 
{pinia  [Ur.  Ravdous]  in  the  pitifulness  of  the  sum  which 
was  paid  for  this  piece  frf  furniture,  and  in  the  healthftil- 
nesa  of  die  game  itself.  I  can  very  readily  conceive,  s'r,  in 
the  depresMng  heats  of  summer,  tliat  the  President  and 
hii  good  Premier,  tired  with  the  cares  of  State— jaded 
and  harassed  by  unpleasant  news  from  abroad,  should 
find  some  conaolaiien  in  this  attractive  game,  and  that, 
after  pocketing  their  own  balls  in  New-York,  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  and  NOTth  CaroIina,  they  should  find  some 
npoxK  in  maSing  a  cannon  on  the  red  and  white. 

But,  Mr,  I  will  venture  to  aay  (hi«,  that,  in  playing  this 
gamc^  if  the  SecreUry  of  SUte  is  not  influenced  by  the 
same  courtesy  whicli  governed  the  courtiers  of  the  great 
Fredericlc,  never  to  beat  the  monarch  at  chess,  that  he 
could  i^ve  the  President  twenty -nine,  and,  as  they  say  in 
Kentucky,  "  row  him  up  salt  nver." 

'lite  gentlemant  however,  says  tliat  the  Government 
did  not  pay  fur  this  table.  Has  the  gentlemao  told  us 
the  reason  why  it  did  not  pay  for  it  ?  Because,  after  tite 
account  was  sent  to  this  House,  it  challenged  a  criticism, 
by  which  the  President  could  not  have  niled  to  be  ad- 
monished of  hw  error.  Then  a  revoke  was  hazarded, 
and  the  item  expunged-  Uut,  the  gentleman  desires  to 
escape  from  this  dilemma,  by  afBnmng  that  llie  Private 
Secretaiy  of  the  President  b  art  officer  not  known  to  this 
Goremroent.  Then,  the  President  is  to  be  considered 
.  as  auditing  his  own  account,  and  is  responsible  for  the  in> 
troduction  of  this  item,  and  if  he  delegated  tliis  trust  to 
an  irresponsible  officer,  he  was  oound  to  have  examined 
an  account  involving,  as  to  otiier  items,  a  large  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money.  I  care  not  upon  which  honi . 
of  this  difficult  the  gentleman  is  bunir--but  he  tells  ui^  , 
as  triflmf  as  this  billiard  table  affair  is,  that  it  has  doite 
the  Administration  more  harm  than  all  the  other  aceuAi< 
tions  whictt  have  been  brouglit  against  it.  Let  me  tell 
liim  tliat  this  hss  not  arisen  from  any  severe  moral  repro*  \ 
bation,  which  the  people  were  disposed  to  visit  upon  the 
innocent  recreation  of  a  game  of  hazard  \  for  most  of 
them  like  a  giroe  themselves,  1  he  geutlenian  has,  told 
us  that  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims — aye,  even  the 
descendants  of  the  Pilgrims — who  are,  without  doubt, 
the  most  moral  people  on  corth — play  billiards;  and  I 
Eiiiccrely  hope,  sir,  they  play  a  good  game.  But  it  was 
tlie  littleness  of  this  transaction — hope  the  gentleman 
will  pardon  me,  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  President  \ 
if  be  will  fumi^  me,  in  the  abundant  knowledge  of  hk 


own  language,  with  a  softer  term,  I  will  use  it— I  my  it 
was  the  littleness,  not  the  immondily  of  this  transactKm, 

that  produced  this  excitement  {  In  a  word,  it  was  because 
the  Prendent  did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  pay  fijr  it  out 
of  his  own  purse,  and  that  fact  furnishes  a  solution  of  the 
whole  eflect  which  the  gentleman  so  feelingly  deplores. 

But,  the  ^ntleman  says,  that  through  the  unfortunate 
rcniona  which  have  been  given  to  this  matter,  the  Pre- 
sident has  been  represented  as  a  corrapter  «f  the  youth 
of  the  country  \  and  that  his  abode  is  little  better  than— 
a  name  which  I  will  not  follow  his  example  In  uttering. 
Depend  upon  it,  in  the  anxiety  of  his  mendship,  this 
gentleman  labors  under  a  mistake.  The  people  enter- 
tain no  such  false  estimate  of  Mr.  Adams's  characters 
He  has  been  the  object  as  a  public  man,  of  their  setrdi- 
ing  criticism,  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Th«r-know  that 
he  pays  ao  exact  r«gard  to  the  proprieties  Mlife,  that  he 
is  a  good  hu^nd,  an  unexceptionable  parent  a  useful 
cituen,  and  that  he  abhors  a  beggar  as  little  as  most  men  : 
but  it  ia  with  his  public"  virtue*  that  the  People  have  the 
highest  concern.  Oliver  Cromwell  said  his  prayers  as 
often  as  Mr,  Adan»— awove  as  little— and  was  probiAly 
one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  England,  in  the  private 
relations  of  life.  Tliese  fireside  virtues  sometimes  eon* 
fer  a  dangerous  authority  and  influence  od  the  publie 
fitults~not  to  say^ices--of  a  publie  man. 
'  And  the  gentleman  will  pardon  me,  whilst  I  fully  ad- 
mit the  morality  of  Mr.  Adams's  private  life,  that  I  should 
not  consider  it  as  flimishing  a  just  compensation  to  his 
country,  fur  the  dangerooa  sikI  seemingly  interested  in- 
flexibility of  his  public  prinetplea.  Let  me  tell  that  gen- 
tleman, that,  while  the  People  believe  Mr.  Adams  to  be 
a  good  man  at  home,  they  are  inclined- to  think  that  he 
is  disposed  to  play  the  game  of  ambition  rather  too  rank- 
ly  abroad.  -The  gentleman  has,  however,  solaced  us  with 
his  opinion,  that  we  have  the  ablest  Cabinet  this  country 
has  seen  since  the  first  Cabinet  under  Genera)  Washing- 
ton. Comparisons,  lAr,  are  somewhat  odiotis  t  and  it  is 
alnmst  as  great  a  breach  cT  poUteneas  to  pupate  a  gentle- 
man's taste.  If  tliat  gentleman  can  find  in  the  tremen- 
dous rhetorical  explosions  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  which  1  have  seen  in  the  publie  papers— 
that  a  wag  has  said,,  very  facetiously,  are  more  like  set- 
ting the  multiplication  ti^le  to  music  than  any  thing  else 
—It,  1  say,  be  can  prefer  these  to  the  luminous  exposi- 
tions of  Albert  GsHatin,  I  shall  not  parrel  with  bis  judf^- 
ment  i  nor  will  t  for  setting  s  higher  price  upon  the  abi- 
lity of  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  than  upon  that  of 
James  Madison.  I  know,  sir,  that  Mr.  Clay  is  a  high- 
ly gifted  man.  As  a  popular  declaimer  on  this  floor,  I 
presume  he  has  scarcely  ever  had  his  equal.  In  the  abi- 
with  wbidi  he  filled  that  dwir,  in  the  pariiamentarr 
tact  ,  and  in  the  adrtrit  management  of  this  body,  the  j<»nt 
result  of  intellect  and  fine  social  qualities,  his  power  will 
never  be  forgotten.  But  let  me  say,  that  the  veiy  roo' 
ment  he  went  into  the  Department  of  State,  this  Sampson 
was  not  only  &h»rn  of  his  strength,  but  of  something  infi- 
nitely more  valuable.  I  will  not  continue  this  part  of 
the  diseosnon :  not  a  single  lisrsli  term  shall  now  escape 
me.  Ifthe  nctonr  is  oun,  it  is  not  over  his  blighted  for- 
tunes that  f  shall  find  my.  triumph,  however  just  the  des- 
tiny Itiat  awaits  him. 

1'lic  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  {Mr.  Evkrbtt]  af- 
ter having  liimself,  in  some  degree,  widened  the  theatre 
of  hostility,  exclaims — let  us  have  done  with  this  exter- 
mtivting  war— let  us  have  peace  and  ttanquillity.  Will 
tlie  gentlemau  permit  me  to  tell  him  how  ttus  may  be  ae* 
complished  '  Let  the  Administration  abdicate,  and  he 
and  his  friends  sliall  have  a  plenty  of  peace,  and  no  perse- 
cution. But  he  is  exceedingly  philosophical  and  benev- 
olent. He  exclaims,  whilst  his  friends  are  in  possession 
of  the  power,  which  we  bel  ieve  the  People  intended  for 
oar^  food's  sake,  bands  off  i  let  os  keep  what  tra- 
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hm  got  i  Tememberyou  «k  expending  hy  jvar  riolenee 
**  die  moni  vealth  of  the  couotiy."  Let  me  aay  that  this 
UatrcMurei  of  'which many  people  carry  but*  sraall 
amoutrt,  even  fw  current  change,  m  their  pockets,  and, 
in  si^te  of  the  iramenae  expense  of  this  mad,  we  shall 
continue  to  wav  Ivith  bim  and  his  friends,  within  just 
and  honorable  limits,  until  we  conquer,  or  are  be»teti. 
When  the  People  have  settled  tliis  contest,  the  gentle- 
man may  be  gratified  wiUi  a  pacificatioiH  as  halcyon  as 
the  beaevolenl  harmony  of  his  own  feelings.  The  gen- 
tleman, however,  has  subjected  the  presumption  of  our 
bopesrthe  eagerneis  of  our  expected  triumph,  to  a  te- 
vere  cbastiieraent  He  has  ttHA  ua,  that*  after  our  hunts- 
man had  hunted  down  the  game,  he  wltfM  lome  of  the 
hounds  at  his  own  throat  Sir,  we  are  content  to  take 
the  hasard,  and  are  not  alarmed  by  the  fate  of  Actxon. 
"Vfc  believe,  if  this  distinguished  citizen,  who  Js  empha- 
tically the  candidate  of  the  People,  reaches  the  Gnt  of- 
fice witlun  their  gift,  that,  coming  into  power  backed  by 
that  moral  energy  which  arisea  from  the  ftet  of  his  be- 
ing really  thdr  choice,  with  cleaa  hands  and  a  pure 
heart,  ridij^  on  no  political  stalk  horse,  with  the  anUii- 
tioB  oifno  family  dynssty  te  cater  fbr,  and  no  pledged  sue- 
ccsnon  to  support,  but  henestty  intending  to  do  his  duty, 
by  the  asristance  of  a  sagacious  understuiding  and  an  in- 
trepid heart,  be  may  fearlesaly  throw  himself  upon  the 
jottice,  the  generooty,  and  gratitude,  of  lui  country,  and 
defy  A«  worst  hostility;of  hu  enemiei.  And  let  me  sicy 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  even  if  tbe  great 
Western  hunter,  the  master  spirit  of  the  battle,  on  his 
ude,  should,  aAer  our  victory,  wind  hishwn,  which,  like 
the  blast  of  Roderick  Dhu,  "  is  worth  a  thousand  men," 
he  might  blow  it-uniil  he  broke  a  blood  vessel,  and  there 
would  not  be  a  single  cur  found  in  his  pack,  who,  starting 
JVom  the  kennel,  could  jump  knee-hig^  towards  that 
throat  whicli  is  threatened  with  thdr  puny  vengeance. 
Let  me  also  say  to  him,  that,  to  a  man  who  faliiy  obtains 
power,  intends  honestly  to  use,  and  justly  deserves  it, 
the  press  has  no  terrors ;  its  distempered  exhabtionB  may 
atise,  and  seem,' for  a  moment,  to  obscure  that  brightness, 
which  is  at  bat  destined  to  settle  in  eternal  sunshine. 
God  forbid  that  it  sbould  be  otherwise.  After  firetting 
out  a  fereiish  exiitenGe  in  tbu  wor\d,  the  destipy  of  man 
would  be  miserable  indeed,  if  the  sting  of  the  scorpion 
and  adder  was  to  be  perpetual ;  if  there  was  "  no  bright 
reversion,  "  by  which  the  moral  judgment,  even  of  an 
early  posterity,  should  correct  the  injustice  of  a  contem- 
porary age. 

But  I  have  sufficiently  trespassed  on  the  patience  of 
the  House.  Let  ine.  before  I  sit  down,  make  one  appeal 
to  the  friends  with  whom  1  act  t  let'ui^  before  we  adjourn, 

Sut  this  matter  to  rest,  by  coercing  the  question — that 
loniuy  may  not,  indeed,  be  black  Uonday,  but  bright 
Monday,  by  our  turning  over  a  new  leaf,  de^tehing  the 
public  business,  and  by  preparing  ^eedily  to  go  to  our 
own  homes. 

Mr.  S£RGEANT  said,  he  OmnUl  be  sorry  to  liave  it 
known  how  much  difficulty  he  litd  had,  to  overcome  the 
repugnance  he  felt,  to  make  any  demand  upon  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  House  in  this  debate.  If  known  to 
others,  to  the  extent  be  bad  felt  it  himself,  he  was  afraid 
it  would  be  deemed  an  absolute  weakness.  He  had'been 
for  some  time,  be  said,  out  of  the  House.  Great  changes 
had  taken  place  in  its  compontion  during  that  period. 
There  were  many  members  to  whom  he  was  a  stranger. 
It  seemed  to  him,  also,  that  there  was  a  change  in  the 
kind  of  demand  they  made. on  each  other.  Nothing  ap- 
peared to  him  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Home 
— ^judging  from  what  he  hod  witnessed — unless  it  was 
piquant,  highly  seasoned,  and  pointed  with  individual  and 
personal  allusion.  For  this,  he  was  neither  prepared 
nor  qualified.  Ue  wotild  take  up  as  little  time  as  possi- 
ble, and,  as  fitf  as  he  could,  would  avnd  all  topics  that 


were  likely  to  irritate  and  inflame^  He  wouM'not  bne 
treat  of  the  great  question'whicb  agitates  tbe  Peofde  of 
this  nation,  and  upon  which-,  as  one  of  tiK-  People,  lie  bad 
a  decided  opinion.  If  touched  at  all,  it  would  be  inddes- 
tall}^,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  remarks  upnn  tbe 
subject  bdiore  the  House,  and  of  thefacts  be  aboald  have 
to  state,  and  not  as  a  principal  point 

It  was  one  thingv  he  said,  to  oITer  a  resohition  like  that 
under  conudcration,  and  another  to  vote  upon  it  after  it 
had  been  offered.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he 
hoped,  wmdd  consider  him  as  speaking  with  entire  re- 
spect for  liis  motives  and  views,.  But,  for  himself  be 
mustsur,  that  he  (Mr.  3.)  would  not  have  offefed  tbe 
rcaolutwi ;  yet,  beii^  brought  forward,  he  would  nut 
vote  to  lay  it  upon  th6  table,  nor  to  make  any  otber  dis. 
poridon  of  it,  that  woqM  prevent  the  prupoeed  inqwiy 
tVom  having  a  full  tUscusnon  and  free  course.  The  res- 
sons  lor  both  these  conoltMioiit^tpeaTed  tohiai  tobe 
perfectly  satisbctoiy. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  have  pnipesed  aach  a  naoti- 
tien,  because  he  tbougfat  it  most  be  umtvidlinir-  ttmm 
too  exteninve  for  any  practical  purpose-*it  aimed  at  too 
much.  It  embraced  the  whole  bunnesa  of  Congreaa.  It 
was  our  duty,  he  sud,  to  take  care  that  the  puUic  at' 
fairs  were  cairied  on,  in  tbe  most  profitable  maaoer  far 
the  People,  and  with  the  least  ptdiUc  berthen.  And  tUi 
was  not  peeoliarly  tiie  duty  of  Congress  at  any  one  tioM^ 
but  at  all  times.  It  was  the  great  end  and  obj«t  of  our  h- 
bors  and  our  care,  and  ought  to  be  of  dvly  applicatioa 
by  ^  of  us.  He  thought  it  too  much,  to  devolve  upon  a  aiw 
gle  committee  the  whole  of  that  which  was  the  oomsBon 
concern  and  care  of  Congress. 

Hethougbt'it  unnecessary.   Every  inquiry  ptoposrf 
by  this  resolution,  was  ah«iidy  provided  for,  in  neeoid- 
ance  witli  Uie  duty  of  tbe  Housp,  by  the  appointioent  of 
Committees,  to  give  efiieet  to  the  great  guwds  of  the  eon- 
stibition,  within  their  respective*  sphereK  'No  momtf 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  pufeuanee  of  ap- 
propriations made  by  law.    No  officer  can  be  appointed, 
but  under  the  authority  of  the  constitution  or  tbe  laws. 
No  salary  can  be  affixed  to  an  office,  but  by  the  bmbb 
warrant   The  Comimttee  of  Ways  and  Mean*— «  stand- 
ing  committee  of  the  House— acts  upon  estinHee  te- 
nished  by  every  deptrtmmt  of  tbe  OomMnem.  When 
called  upon  to  report  appropriations,  thcjr  compare 
these  estimates  witn  existing  laws  and  existing  ex^en- 
cies,  and  report  only  sach  as  are  justified  by  law.  What 
they  report  the  appropriation  bills,  eacli  item  of  them  b 
subject  to  the  revision  of  every  member  of  this  House. 
The  annual  appropriation  bill  brii^  eveiy  th'ng  under 
review.    The  House  itself  is  to  exaimne  in  detidl,  md 
see  that  all  is  in  confomfi^  with  the  law.    Have  we  not, 
too,  Committees  on  the  expenditure  of  eadi  Department  ! 
Ami  a  Committee  on  the  Public  Expenditures,  to  make 
a  bietmial  examination,  and  see  tliat  the  moneys  hawo 
been  faithfully  applied^  aoconling  to  the  appn^riatioas, 
and  fidly  accounted  fur  f   He  would  not  speidc  at  pre- 
sent of  the  manner  in  which  Congress  makes  apptopiia. 
tions,  nor  how  they  are  to  be  accounted  for,  potlicalacly 
Uie  contingent  fund  of  this  House,  or  of  any  of  the  De- 
pa>tments.    But  he  would  say  this — if  there  be  any  ap- 
pointment not  authorised  by  law,  or  any  sslaiy  paic^ 
which  the  law  does  not  authoiiae,  let  the  qtecific  MMne 
be  pointed  out  and  traced  to  ita  source,  so  Uwt  tbe  of- 
fence and  the  offender  may  be  known.    He  knew  of 
none.auch. 

There  was  still  another  reason  why  be  should  not  have 
brought  forward  such  a  resolution — he  spoke  sincerely, 
and,  after  listening  to  this  debate,  as  well  asmakingeonoe 
exannination  for  himsf  If — there  was  no  bans  laid  tor  tbe 
resolution,  as  there  ought  to  be,  by  shewing  that  there 
was  abuse  or  extravagant  expenditure,  or  such  a  state  of 
tlung*  as  rendered  a  general  inquSty  necesaiiy,  uther 
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ibr  the  ptirpose  of  immediRte  eorrecUon,  or,  u  had  been 
intimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  propttioul  mo- 
ment. The  structure  of  this  Government  wa«  not  the 
wwlcofaday.  He  did  not  speak,  of  the  Constitution, 
but  of  the  &bric  which  had  been  constructed  under  the 
Constitution,  tor  effectuating  itscreat  purposes.  It  had 
not  been  built  tip  at  one  lime,  Bm  by  aurcesiive  and  con- 
tinued exertiona  of  successive  Legislatures,  It  was  not 
the  work  of  one  paHy,  but  of  all  the  parties  which  had 
existed  in  the  United  Sutea.  Begun  by  one,  extended 
and  enlarged  by  another  t  at  one  time,  perhaps,  carried 
too  fiir,  and  then  somewhat  reduced,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to 
the  stattf  of  tlie  country.  Hut,  in  such  reditction,  always 
follouiing  the  only  course  that  can  lead  to  any  practical 
result— tlut  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  and  piece  by 
piece.  It  was  not  now  the  posseasion  of  one  set  of  men, 
nor  of  one  party,  but  of  the  whole- People  of  tlie  United 
States,  by  whose  immediate  Itepresentatives  it  had  thus 
been  couttnicted.  The  Legislature  was  created  by  the 
Constitutitm— its  pay  and  expenws  are  regulated  by  it- 
•elf..  The  Executive,  too,  was  eaUbUshed  by  the  Con 
•titotion.  Tlie  aubonlinate  officen  have  been  created 
by  Congreaa,  and  increased  according  to  tiie  growing 
wants  of  this  expanding  nation.  Their  pay  and  emolu- 
ments also  have  been  fixed  by  Congress.  Even  the  num- 
ber of  Clerks  in  each  Department,  and  the  pay  of  every 
Clerk,  is  regulated  and  ascertained  by  Uw.  It  had,  in- 
deed, been  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ramouaj  that  the  contingent  expensee  w  this 
Hotise  bad  increased  in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  its 
numbers  t  that,  in  twenty  years,  ttie  numbers  of  tlie 
inembers  had  only  doubled,  and  the  expenses  were  near- 
ly quadrupled.  I'hia  matter  is  entirely  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  House.  If  the  expense  be  too  great,  let  it 
be  checked  and  controlled,  oy  limiting,  if  it  m  possible, 
those  brandies  of  service  whidi  occanon  the  expense. 
But  he  did  not  believe  the  numerical  argument  precisely 
correct,  or  that,  in  this  case,  2  ami  3  would  necessarily 
only  make  4.  When  it  was  considered  that  this  Confed- 
eration now  embraced  twenty-four  States,  and  three 
Territories  {  when  we  considered  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  and  the  apace  through  vrhieh  information  was  to  be 
diffused  t  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  error  to  sup* 
poae  that  the  expenses  would  increase  only  acctu^ing  to 
the  increase  of  the  number  of  RepresentsAives.  He  ra- 
ther thought,  thit,  like  the  price  of  pUte',  glass,  or  dia- 
monds, they  would  increase  in  somewhat  of  a  geometri- 
cal ratio.  The  greater  part  of  the  expense,  however,  it 
was  obvioua,  was  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in- 
fcMination,  and  this  was  an  object  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  sacriiicd  fiir  the  purpoae  of  saving  expense. 

The  establishments  of  the  country  had  been  fiirmcd  in 
the  same  way— the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  foreign  inter- 
course. On  what  basis  do  they  stand  ?  Bach  on  the  foot- 
ing upon  vhich  it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Con- 
greas,  after  carefully  considering  what' the  public  service 
reqtiired,  and  what  they  were  respectively  worth.  1'here 
BNnr  have  been  error—nothing  human  is  exempt  from  11- 
ability  to  error.  Sometimes,  bowever,  it  is  imputed  with 
uijuit  severity.  Bat,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  pointed 
out,  examined,  and  corrected.  There  let  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  apply  the  remedy,  at  the  point  where  the  evil 

,  ezisla. 

Tliere  was  an  additional  reason  wfayhe  would  not  have 
offered  mwIi  a  resohitHm,  and  especially  at  the  present 
moment.  He  would  state  it  freely.  At  tbe  same  time, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  say,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  re- 
solution was  fairly  and  honestly  meant,  and  for  the  direct 
purpose  which  the  mover  himself  had  stated.  He  (the 
mover)  thought,  and  some  of  his  constituents  thought, 
titat  there  were  points  in  which  reform  was  necessary, 
and  that  they  might  be  embraced  by  a  general  inquiry. 
But  toBt  (Mr.  S'a)  objection  to  himself  bringing  forward 
Vn.  1V^85 


suoh  a  reaolution,  waa  this  :  a  general  allegation  of  ex> 
travagance  and  abuse,  such  as  tbe  resolution  seems  to 
imply,  cannot  be  accurately  and  sati^actorily  met.  It  la 
impossible,  whatever  may  be  tbe  fact,  to  give  it  a  de- 
monsfrative  refiitatkm,  because  it  presents  no  spedSe 
subject  fat  diacuarien.  It  may  do  tuirm :  it  b  calculated 
to  spread  abroad  an  opinion  that  abuse  and  extravagance 
exist,  and  are  allowed  here,  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
under  the  very  eye  of  Congress.  It  waa  calculated  to 
weaken  the  attachment  of  the  People  to  the  Government 
— not  tu  the  Administration — he  did  not  mean  tliat— not 
to  this  set  of  men  in  power,  or  to  that  set  of  men — but  to 
the  Government  itself  i  and  to  give  point  to  an  inquiry 
he  had  seen  fn  a  newspaper  with  great  regret— of  what 
advantage  or  use  is  this  Government  to  the  People  f— 
This  is  especially  the  case  where  the  allegation  includes 
ourselves. 

There  waa  one  part  of  the  resolution  to  which  he  had 
the  strongest  repugnance  as  a  subject  of  discuauon.  .He 
never  bad  discussed  it,  and  he  did  not  think  he  ever 
would.  He  refitrred  to  tiie  inquiry  about  our  own  pay. 
The  amount  of  the  pay  «F  members  of  Congress  hu  ne- 
ver been  altered  but  once  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. [Mr.  Raksolph— Twice.]  Twice  altered  the 
mode  of  compensation,  the  amount  but  once.  The  per 
diem  now  allowed  was  intended  to  be  about  equal  in 
substance  (he  had  no  exact  calculation)  to  the  per  annum 
allowed  by  the  eompenaation  law.  Two  dollars  a'day, 
and  no  more,  bad  been  added  to  the  |>ay  fixed  at  the  or* 
ganization  of  the  Government.  This  could  not  be  deem- 
ed- an  extravagant  or  exoibitant  addition.  He  looked 
back,  he  aaid,  to  the  period  of  that  law  (compensation 
law)  will)  great  regret.  Not  that  bo  ihouglit  the  per  an* 
num  compensation  injnrious  in  principle,  or  wrong  in 
amount,  but  he  regretted  extremely  that  tlie  public  mind 
shotild  have  been  i^tated  u  it  was  by  such  a  question. 
He  would  rather  have  fbrgone  any  advanuge  to  himself. 
No :  the  advantage  was  not  worth  estimating — he  would 
lather  have  fiwgone  the  whole  pay  for  the  time,  than 
have  been  initrumental  in  furnishing  sudi  a  cause  fbr  re> 
gret. 

Dismiaring  this  subject  of  tbe  pay  of  the  members,  (al- 
ways accompanied  with  unpleasant  feelings,)  he  said  he 
was,  on  ^neral  groundb,  prepared  to  believe,  from  some 
examination,  that  the  suggestion  of  extravagance  or 
abuse,  and  Uie  consequent  necessity  of  refonn,  as  applied 
to  this  House,  to  tlie  Rtecutive  Departments^  or  to  any 
branch  uf  the  service,  waa  not  suppwted.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  waa  no  useless  office.  But  there 
was  no  proof,  nor  reason  to  believe,  that  there  is  any 
suoh  ofnce.  Nor  would  he  say  that  Uicre  was  no  use* 
less  expenditure.  But  he  wotild  say  that  he  knew  of 
none,  and  in  this  debate  none  had  been  deisgnated.  As 
all  the  offices  are  created  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  act 
of  Congress,  as  even  the  clerks  are  numbered  and  their 
salaries  fixed,  and  both  were  in  the  power  of  Coittreaa, 
he  could  not  suppose,  until  some  ground  far  the  belief 
had  previously  bc^n  laid,  that  there  was  in  these  particu- 
lars extravagance  or  abuse.  - 

On  the  contrary,  he  said,  there  was  the  strongest  ge- 
neral evidence  of  a  wise  and  economical  adminwtatioa 
of  the  affairs  of  this  country.  He  did  not  mean  the  pre- 
sent administration  merely — he  meant  the  Government 
in  general,  giving  to  the  present  administration  their 
just  portion  of  crrat.  As  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
they  were  entitled  to  the  praise  of  fainy  contributing  to 
give  effect  to  a  wise  system  ol  economy.  Uuch  of  the 
merit  belonged  to  Congress. 

Matters  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  necessarily  sound- 
ed in  figures.  He  would  not  contradict  those  who  seem- 
ed to  think  that  even  figures  might  deceive  t  but  be 
would  lav  that  he  did  not  know  how  such  a  sub- 
ject could  be  uodentcod  without  resorting  to  them.  It 
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wu  ft  iMlter  of  calcuUtkm,  tSter  M  t  and  nothing  but 
ealeulMion,  however  tedioui  the  ppocew,  would  le*d  to 
wan  retultfl.  He  did  not  intend  to  restrict  himwif,  in 
thta  tngiiiry,  to  the  term  of  the  present  administmlion. 
Beginfting*  with  the  peace,  when  the  nation  was  liberated 
from  the  extraordinary  demands  vf  war,  he  would  em- 
brace the  whole  period  of  the  last  administrBtion,  (which 
one  gentleman  rwd  said  he  thought  was  wastcfiil  and 
prodi^l, )  and  as  much  of  the  time  of  the  present  admin- 
latntion  as  bad  atready.expired,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  had  been,  and  atill  continued  to  be,  a' wise  and 
economical  roanajrement  of  (he  aflTuirs  of  the  country. 
What  had  been  accomplished  during  that  period  } 

From  the  Treasuiy  report  of  1816,  it  appears  that  the 
pnbUc  debt  was  tlien  estimated  (30th  September,  1815) 
«t         -         -         .         .  9119,635,558  46 

"Subject,"  the  report  adds,  <«to  con* 
■iderable  Ichangct  and  addiUoitf»"  cstt- 
wted  at  ...         .    7,000,000.  00 


Making  a  total  of 


$136,635,558  46 


There  were,  besides,  large  floating  claims  KTo^'i"?  oat 
of  the  war,  far  which  Congreis'haB  been  obliged,  from 
tinte  to  time,  to  make  prorinon.  The  public  debt,  there- 
fore, in  Januar)-,  1816,  was.  in  round  numbers,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-«x  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  What 
ia  it  now  *  Nominally,  sixty^even  millions.  But,  of  tltis 
■Kl^tegHte,  seren  millions  were  lite  subscription  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Siates,  fur  which  we  have  the  same 
amount  in  stock  of  cqtul  or  of  greater  value.  Deduct 
that  ium,  and  the  total  debt  is  but  sixty  millions.  So 
that,  during  the  period  of  about  twelve  years,  beginning 
iainiediately  after  the  war,  there  has  been  an  extinguish- 
■leni  debt  to  tiie  anwutit  of  ntlier  more  tlian  sixiy-aix 
millions.  But  this  is  not  all.  Thers  has  been  created, 
during  the  same  time,  a  debt  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to 
purchase  Florida — that  is,  to  pay  the  claims  of  our  own 
eittsens^  stipulated  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  to  be  paid  as 
the  price  of  that  purchase.  Tliis  sum  being  addetl,  as 
It  ought  to  be,  there  Is  an  ag^^gate  of  aeventy-one  mil- 
Uons,  or  nearly  six  millions  cw  dollars  a  year,  (luring  the 
whole  of  ttiat  period,  besides  paying  tlie  intereAt  of  the 
debt,  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  making  li- 
beral proviaions  for  the  public  service.  This  is  some- 
thing. But  much  more  had  been  done.  For  what  he 
wm  about  to  say.  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
HHttee  of  Ways  and  Meana  in  the  year  1816.  At  the 
head  of  that  committee  was  a  gentleman  who  eould  not 
be  remembered  without  feelings  of  deep  regret  at  the 
public  loss  sustained  by -his  early  death.  lie  possessed, 
in  an  uncommon  degree,  the  confidence  of  this  House, 
and  he  well  deserved  it.  With  so  much  knowledge,  and 
with  powcra  wlttdi  enabled  him  to  delight  and  to  tnatruct 
the  House,  there  was  united  so  much  gentleness  and 
Undnes^  and  inch  real  unaffected  modesty,  that  you 
were  already  piepared  to  be  subdued  before  he  exerted 
hia  commanding  powers  of  argument.  Hespoke,  he  said, 
of  the  public  loss.  As  to  the  individual  himself,  (tlie  late 
William  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,)  he  had  lived  long 
enough  to  acquire  the  best  possible  reputation— a  re- 
putation earned  by  a  well-apent  life.  But  to  return  to 
the  immediate  subject.  It  appeared  from  the  report, 
that,  at  the  period  referred  to,  (1816,)  there  was  adirect 
tax  of  more  than  five  millions  and  an  half  j  there  were  in* 
temal  taxes,  consisting  of  licenses  to  distillers,  lax  on 
caniages,  licenses  to  retailers,  auction  duties,  tax  on  fur- 
niture, on  manufactures,  excise  on  distilled  spirits,  and  in. 
•reaaed  postage,  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ing an  aggremte  of  more  than  twelve  nullions  and  an  half 
From  all  this  wei^t  of  burthen  the  People 
of  this  camitiy  had  been  relieved.  Above  twelve  mil. 
Bona  and  an  bidfofrercniM  bad  been  autrcndered.  Yet 


the  interest  of  the  public  deb^  amounting,  at  the  becin- 
nir^  of  the  period,  to  more  than  six  n^iona  of  doHan 
per  annum,  had  been  duly  paid  ;  the  claims  growing  out 
of  the  war,  of  very  large  amount,  had  been  paid  t  the 
Army  establishment  supported  ;  (he  Navy  maintained  and 
augmented ;  a  system  of  fortifications  establialied  and 
prosecuted,  commensurate  with  the  wanla  of  the  comh* 
try  i  the  clainw  under  the  treaty  with  Spwn  bnd  been 
saliafied  i  the  regular  operations  of  the  Gorenunent  car- 
ried on  ;  and,  besides  occasional  approiwiationa  by  Con- 
gress, a  permanent  provinon  (a  heavy  dmught  on  tl.e 
Treasury,  but  well  applied)  had  been  made  for  adding  to 
the  conifbrta  of  the  declining  years  of  the  veteran*  of  the 
Revolution.  Something,  not  inconsiderable,  tijo,  had 
been  done  in  internal  improvement  And,  dutiag  lb* 
same  period,  as  be  had  ahvajy  stated,  seventy  miJliona 
had  been  paid  off  of  the  princi|»l  of  tlie  puldic  debt.  Of 
this  amonnt,  he  thought  it  proper  to  add,  more  than  six. 
teen  milliona  (principal  of  (he  public  debt)  bad  been 
paid  during  the  present  administration. 

A  Government  which  has  effected  this,  be  said,  would 
seem  to  be  entitled  t(i  the  praise  of  being  wise  and  eco- 
nomical, at  least  uitlil  the  contmry  appeared  by  some 
proof  of  extravagance.  And  what  is  our  poaiuon  bow  ? 
There  is  no  internal  tax— mo  £rect  bnrtl»en— the  expen. 
sea  of  our  Government  are  entirely  defrayed  by  the_  ia- 
dhvct  taxation  of  the  cnstums.  We  are  in  the  f'jil  enjoj. 
ment  of  civil,  religious,  and  political  liberty,  to  an  extent 
without  example  ;  aid  last,  not  least,  there  ia  aa  much 
itbitinence  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  the  exer. 
cise  of  its  poweraover  individual^  aa  can  puuibly  be  nb' 
served  :  much  greater  than  any  known  Govetiiment  ever 
did,  or  now  does  observe.    We  enjfty  u»d«r  U  ample 

Erotection,  and  yet  we  never  feel  lU  pressure.  We 
now  of  its  existence  only  hy  the  benefits  it  confers. 
Out  of  the  income  and  revenue  nf  the  country,  ten 
millions  a  year  are  irrevecably  destined  as  a  ainUng  fund, 
to  extinguish  the  public  debt  The  proMsa  ia  mpidly 
gmng  on.  He  would  not  repeat  the  accurate  and  ■alis' 
&ctory  statement  which  had  been  made  by  his  ci>llcague 
[Mr.  SrawaaT.]  The  annual  appropriation  is  muvtban 
sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debt  at  tlie  perioda  when,  by  the 
terms  of  the  several  loans,  it  is  redeemable.  The  whole 
mny  be  paid  off  in  the  year  1835,  and  a  targe  surplus  w 
cumulated  in  die  Treasury.  After  that  period,  ibe  pre> 
sent  revenue  will  exceed,  hy  at  least  ten  miiliona  of  dol- 
lars, the  wanta  of  the  flovemmenl,  and  may  be  accordinff- 
ly  reduced.  Such  ia  our  condition,  and  such  oiv  proa, 
pects. 

But  there  is  other  proof,  more  precise,  and  in  som* 
respects,  more  satisfactory,  upon  this  point  of  wise  eco- 
nomy. What  are  the  totel  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  public  debt  included  }  Let  us  take  the  jar 
1836.  It  afTerds  a  better  basia  than  the  venr  just  ended, 
because  it  la  all  nutter  of  exact  knowleagc,  and  no  pact 
estimated.  The  whole  expenditure  ia  about  twcnty-ter 
millions  of  dollars.  The  peculation  of  the  United  Stales 
at  the  present  moment  is  not  exactly  known.  Bui,  upow 
the  lowest  estimate,  that  can  be  reasonably  formed,  ifaia 
expenditure  is  less  than  two  dollars  for  each  individual 
composing  it.  How  then  can  it  be  supposed,  as  it  aecm- 
ed  to  be  by  the  gemleman  from  Vit^Kinia  [Mr.  FlotbI 
that  the  comparison  with  other  countries  would  be  disad- 
vantageous to  ua  f  There  is  no  eompariaon  in  the  cnse. 
I'ake  the  Government  of  England,  for  example.  Tbe 
taxation  there,  according  to  the  latest  statement  I  have 
seen,  taking  an  average  of  five  years,  ending  in  1833,  ia 
no  less  than  fifty-three  miiliona  sterling,  and  the  parochial 
taxes  are  stated  at  seven  millions  more,  raakn^  a  toul  of 
sixty  millions.  This  b  eqiul  to  three  ponmte  s»eri.»g  a 
head  of  the  whole  populaiiim,  or,  at  the  present  rate  ol 
exchange,  fifteen  dollaraa  bead.  But  he  aiKlcntoodthn 
member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fun]  to  aay,  that  we 
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mdd  the  expenae  of  our  State  Goremments'  and  local 
cfrargcg,  and,  these  being  added,  our  Government  would 
appear  to  be  an  expensive  one.  In  the  state  which  lie 
{Mr.  H.]  had  the  honor  in  part  U)  repreaent,  there  were 
no  taxes  for  t  he  aupport  of  Government  Ttie  only  State 
taxes  existing  were  some  which  Iwd  been  recentiy  Im. 
posed,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying-  on  a  greut  system  of 
beneficial  improvement,  which  coiild  not  with  any  pro- 
priety  enter  mio  the  calculation.  The  proper  expenses 
of  the  State  Government  did  not,  according  to  his  rrcol- 
JeetiMH— he  moke  merely  from  memoty— exceed  ten  or 
fifieen  centa  m  each  of  the  Fettle.  Aa  to  local  charges 
of  Tarioa»Und%  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say,  that,  if 
they  were  to  be  added  on  one  side,  they  must  also,  for 
«be  purpoBs  of  comparison,  be  add«d  on  the  other.  They 
existed  every  where.  If  we  pay  in  our  cities  and  towns 
forpavii^,  lighting  and  cleansing,  are  tlH>y  exempt  from 
•Imtlar  «hBi|^  in  England  ?  If  we  pay  for  water,  do  not 
they  pay  too  1  These  chaigea  are,  in  fact^  oidy  equiva- 
Isnts  for  comforts  we  obtain,  and  which  are  better  and 
more  cheaply  (Atained  by  common  conttibutitHi.  No 
one  ia  exempt  from  them.  He  who  lives  in  the  coimlfy 
must  either  forego  these  tliii^  (some  of  them  l>e  cannot 
•diq>enae  with]  or  procure  them  at  his  own  expense.  He 
muat  sink  his  own  well  to  get  water,  and  it  will  coat  him 
more.  He  mu«t  go  imlighted  in  the  daik,  or  be  must 
carry  his  own  Itglit.  lie  must  make  bia  own  path.  If 
be  come  to  a  place  where  be  cannot  put  down  hi*  foot, 
tie  must  himself  lay  down  a  log  or  a  stone  to  step  upon. 
He  repeated,  tht-refbre,  that  these  cliai^s,  locul  ones, 
■were  onlr  equivalents  for  comforts  which  could  not  be 
to  cheaply  had  in  any  other  way.  They  were  no  part  of 
the  preaent  calculation.  He  then  said  this  was  w  the 
cbeapeat  Govemment-^t  made  leai  euctiona  of  any  sort 
tnm  tbe  ciCizen.  '  7tiia  was  a  feir  ground  for  presuming 
that  it  waa  not  wasteful  or  ettravagant. 

Nov,  Sir,  said  he,  let  us  see  how  this  annual  expendi- 
ture ia  distributed.  That  will  be  coming  nearer  to  the 
Tcry  point  in  question,  and  will  afford  satisfactory  infor- 
■fwtion.  The  total  expenditutv,  rejecting  fractions,  was 
Cwenty-fbur  miUons.  Of  this  amount,  nearly  one  half, 
that  m,  eleven  millions,  were  applied  to  the  pigment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pnblic  debt.  For  the 
imUtary  establishment,  including  furtifications  and  miUta< 
ry  pensions  aix  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  navy,  four  millions  two  hundred  tliousand  dollars. 
All  these  are  expenditures  necessary  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect laws  made  upon  deliberate  consideration,  and  they 
will  continue  to  be  necessary  until  Congress,  upon  the 
«me  delibention,  shall  think  proper  to  reduce  these  es- 
tablishments, or,  (which  will  speedily  arrive,)  the  public 
debt  sitall  be  puid  ofT.  When  tliat  day  comes,  the  neces- 
•ary  expenditure,  and  of  course  the  requisite  revenue, 
will  be  rt;duced  nearly  one  half.  For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tie,  and  miscellaneous  e:[penditure  of  the  Government, 
it  appearB,theref^re,  that  there  is  lefl  only  abotittwo  mil- 
lions six  hundred  thousand  dollars^  or  a  uttle  more  than 
one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  expenditure. 

This  expenditure,  of  a  little  more  than  two  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars,  or  rather  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
whole  expenditure,  provides  for  the  following  objects  : 
The  whole  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Union  of  twenty-four 
Siatei^  contingent  expenaes  included  :  the  whole  ot  the 
ExecuUv^  Including  the  SUte*  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
DepHtmcnts  i  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, covering  a  greater  extent  of  tenitory,  and  diflfuwng 
a  greater  amount  of  accommodation,  than  any  other 
known  establishment  of  that  kind  :  the  surveying  of  the 
Public  Lands  t  the  Hint  establishment  of  the  United 
States  <  the  Governments  of  three  Territories  :  the  whole 
Judiciary  of  Uie  United  States  :  The  light-house  estab. 
lishment  i  The  whole  of  the  expenses  of  our  foreign  in- 
tnwHinr»  and  tome  miteellancoui  iteai^  vbkbi  not  be- , 


longing  properly  to  any  other  head,  are  placed  under 

this. 

Is  it  not  rather  amazing,  that  a  Goremmen^  extending 
over  Iwenty^r  SUtes  and  three  Teiritoriea,  embncinff 
so  large  a  space,  and  so  great  a  population,  and  proTHfing* 
adequately  for  all,  should  be  carried  on  at  so  small  an  ex- 
pense ?  In  other  parts  of  the  wortd,  it  would  scarcely 
be  credited.  It  does  the  highest  honor  to  the  Govern- 
ment.  Congress  included.  It  seems  to  me  to  ^ow,  most 
satishictorily,  that  the  Government,  instituted  by  the  Peo- 
ple, and  for  the  Feoplet  hai,  up  to  this  moment,  been 
true  to  itsappropriate  atid  characteristic  principle,  of  pro- 
moting the  public  welfive— and  that  instead  of  being  sur- 
rounded, as  some  have  appeared  to  imagine,  by  extrava- 
gance and  abases,  we  are  still  in  the  pure  dajrs  of  the  Re- 
public. If,  hereafter,  abtises  should  oceur;  if  ctHTUption 
should. grow  up,  and  our  institutions  be  pervert^  or 
overthrown,  the  patriot— flff  even  then  there  will  be  pa- 
triots— win  look  back  to  our  time  with  mingled  admitvtioa 
and  regret,  as  a  portion  of  the  happy  and  honest  period  of 
our  history. 

He  said  he  had  been  very  much  struck  with  a  remark 
made  by  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  designate 
as  one  of  the  Opposition— that  this  was  not  a  favorable 
time  forretrenehraeiit.  If  retrenchment  were  necessatr, 
he  [Mr.  S.}  thought  that  there  could  be  no  more  favorabto 
time.  1'be  People  could  never  have  higher  aocuri^  than 
they  now  have.  Fbr  we  are  aure  that  this  Adminisin- 
tion  will  be  cinsely  watched,  and  that  no  error,  however 
slight,  will  be  left  undetected  ami  unexposed.  There  is 
the  moat  unceasing  vigilance.  There  has  not  been,  there 
will  not  be,  a  single  particuUr,  that  will  escape  the  watch- 
ful attention  of  Coiuress.  He  did  not  mean  to  sa^  that 
its  vigilanee  ever  tdumbered.  But,  asnuredty,  it  can 
never  be  more  wide  awake  and  active  than  vhen  sUmula- 
ted,  as  it  now  is,  by  the  feelings  wluch  are  admitted  to 
exist  There  is  alt  the  ordinary  vigifamce  and  someU^ng 
more.  How  then  can  abuse,  alwaya  obnoxloua  to  the 
censure  of  Congress,  hope,  at  this  time  partictilarly,  to 
escape  examination  and  exposure  ?  How  can  it  be  be- 
lieved tliat  it  has  so  escaped  t 

These  were  some  of  the  reasOTis  why  he  would  not 
have  felt  himself  bound  to  ofTer  such  a  re«riution.  Thqr 
were  not  reasons  for  oppoung  it  when  offered  by  another, 
but  rather  for  giving  it  the  fullest  and  freest  course.  It, 
in  any  qiurter  of  the  country,  there  is  an  impression  of 
extravagance  or  abuse,  let  it  be  removed.  If,  said  b^ 
any  member  erf"  this  House  desires  to  inatitute  a  general 
inquiry,  however  unpromimng  I  may  think  it  on  acoouiit 
of  iu  aiming  at  too  much|  I,  fbr  one,  wiH  not  witbboU 
from  him  the  opportuni^,  though  the  mere  inqmry  Mcm 
to  imply  a  censure  upon  the  Government  or  upon  some 
branch  of  it  Such  an  investi^tion  is  a  very  weighty  one. 
It  requires  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  stnictttre  of 
the  Govetiiment,  and  uf  all  its  parts.  Bat  I  cannot 
with  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia  and  the  gentleman  non 
South  CaroUna,  that  it  requires  the  cordial  cooperation 
ofihe  Executive,  nor  any  co- operation  at  all.  Thegeo- 
tieman  from  South  Carolina  who  last  addressed  the  Houses 
[Mr.  Haxiitoit]  says  the  fc  cts  of  the  Treasury  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  he  speaks  of  the  Executive 
as  occupying  a  fortress  inacces^ble  to  us  without  Us 
leave.  Sir,  the  keysoftbeTreasuty  are  in  the  handaof 
this  House,  lodged  there  by  the  Constitution^  The  hey 
of  every  DepartmcntueinthehandsoftbiaHoose.^  Not 
an  avenue,  part,  or  place,  in  the  Government,  that  is  not 
open  to  us,  when  we  command  it  to  be  open.  We  have 
an  unlimited  power  to  enter,  examine,  and  inqtrire.  We 
are  not  obliged  to  trust  to  what  any  one  may  tell  u^  nor  to 
adopt  the  representation  of  any  Head  of  a  Department. 
I  acknowledge— and  if  the  Administralim  were  to  be 
changed  to-morrow,  I  would  make  the  same  ackno«1«d|r* 
ment-4  do  acteowledge  that  «w  conctiaiim  onghtp  In  agr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GALES  &  SBATON'S  fiKGlST£a 


1853^ 


H.  OF  R.] 


netrtnehmmt. 


[F».  3.  1838. 


opiiuun,  to  be  made — «  rery  bumble  concesnon,  indeed* 
to  a  ccMirdiiMte  branch  of  the  Government,  and  to  the 
elevated  ehataeter  of  the  men  who  fill  those  eleTatei] 
place*— the  conceMion  that  we  may  rely  tipon  the  trtfth 
of  what  tbejr  ten  us,  in  matters  ot  fact.  As  to  opinion, 
ve  can  form  it  for  ourtelvei.  Less  than  this  cannot  be 
supposed  or  conceded. 

Tliere  were  otiier  reasons,  he  said,  wliy  he  had  not  vo. 
ted  to  lay  the  reiolution  upon  the  table,  and  would  not 
do  ao.  Such  a  vote  might  be  interpreted  into  evidence 
of  a  diapoution  to  prevent  inquiiy.  But,  eipeeially,  he 
could  not  conaent  to  such  a  rote,  when  the  mntlou  was 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  since  repeated  as  tlie 
ground  of  it,  that  this  was  not  the  time  for  inquiry,  re- 
trenchment, or  reform.  What  does  this  argument  amount 
to  ?  What  does  it  mean  ?  It  means,  1  soppose,  what 
others  have  said — that  it  is  not  a  propitious  moment  ;  tliat 
we  cannot  expect  a  **  cordial  co-operation"  on  (he  part 
of  the  Eiecutive  t  it  is  pointed,  tlierefore,  directly  at  the 
present  Executive)  it  isa  charge  of  a senous  nature,  cal- 
culated to  prejudice  the  Executive  in  the  estimation  of 
the  People,  and  to  bear  upon  the  pending  election  of 
President,  to  the  injury  of  one  of  the  candidates.  He 
could  not  give  it  his  sanction,becaute  lie  knew  nothing  to 
wairant  it.  If  reform  and  retrenchment  were  proper  and 
neeessBiy,  he  believed  the  present  Executive  would  give 
ua  hii  aid  as  cheerfully  and  as  efTcctually  as  any  we  could 
have. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hasiltos] 
has  vri^  frankly  given  another  version  to  the  suggestion 
that  this  is  nnt  the  time.    He  would  be  willing  nuw  to 
coUeet  materials  for  reform  and  retrenchment,  but  he 
would  not  be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retrench, 
ment.   And  why  f   Because  he  lUd  not  wish  lo  (pve  the 
merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  present  Admimstration,  but 
to  reserve  it  for  a  future  Administration.    This  is  candid, 
undoubtedly,  but  it  is  unsound  doctrine.    I'he  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  will  be  obliged,  upon  reflec- 
tion, to  abandon  it,   Is  it  conustent  with  the  duty  we 
owe  to  the  People,  to  postpone  the  reform  of  abuses,  if 
we  r«slly  believa  U  necessaiy,  in  order  that  we  may  strip 
one  Admmittrafion  of  the  meri^  and  bestow  the  grace 
of  it  upon  another  }   Is  it  not  our  first  duty  to  do  what 
b  required  for  promotii^  the  public  warfare,  and  to  do 
it  at  the  time  when  it  is  required  ?   Can  we  justify  our. 
selves  in  delaying  it  for  any  consideration  whatever,  much 
less  for  such  an  one  as  that  which  had  been  stated  >  He 
thought  not;  It  would  be  entirely  at  variance  with  eve- 
ry notion  he  had  of  the  proper  fiinctions  of  Congress. 
He  would  therefore  say,  that,  so  far  as  the  motion  to  Uy 
upon  the  table  was  calcuUted  to  do  injury  to  the  present 
Administration,  lie  was  opposed  to  it  upon  that  gi-onnd. 
And  with  this  declaration,  he  was  sure  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  too  candid  to  find  any  fault.  So 
Au-  as  sueb  a  motion  was  calculated  to  prevent  or  to  re 
tard  inquiry  or  reform,  or  bad  the  appearance  of  being 
ao  calculated,  ha  was  opposed  to  it,  because  he  would 
not  willingly  place  any  obstruction  in  the  way. 
,.    He  sud  he  was  not  ^wng  to  enter  into  ttie  contest  of 
crimination  and  recrimination  which  had  been  carried  on 
bere.    He  felt  himself  entirely  unfit  for  it.    Some  to- 
'  pics,  however,  had  been  introduced,  having  somethingof 
a  specific  shape,  upon  which  he  woukl  trouble  the  House 
witji  a  few  obscrn^ons.  The  diplomatic  interct-urse  (<f 
the  country  has  been  charged  with  extravagance  and  mis 
management  t  and  with  what  miy  perhaps  be  termed 
want  of  taste  hi  its  atyle.    He  understood  a  gentleman 
ftom  Virginia,  [Hr.  Floth]  to  contend,  that  the  whole 
-  ehaivcter  of  our  fi>reign  intercourse  ought  to  be  chang* 
■  cd.   If  the  allowance  to  our  Ministers  was  too  low,  he 
[llr>  Fuin]  would  sgree  to  raise  it  t  but  they  ^ould 
cosM  bone  when  the  bushiesa  wai  done.   There  should 
b«  no  permanent  miiwHis  in  other  countries — no  Minis 


ters  remaining  abroad.  This,  said  Mr.  S.,  would  be  an 
entire  change  of  the  syatem  acted  upon  by  the  Gorem- 
ment  ever  since  its  foundation.  It  oiq^t  not  to  be  adopt, 
ed  without  being  thoroughly  considered.  He  woakt  ap- 
peal, then,  to  the  House,  whether,  in  the  present  atate 
of  the  world,  any  civilized  Nation  was  at  liberty  to  with- 
hold, or  refuse  the  ordinary  and  establislied  duties  ef 
courtesy  and  hospitality  ?  If  she  claim  to  l>e  of  Uie  &• 
mily  of  civilized  nations,  and  wish  to  maintwn  the  rehu 
lations  of  peace  ami  commerce,  is  it  in  her  power  to 
withdraw  herself  from  associating  with  them  upon  the 
terms,  and  in  tlie  manner,  which  the  common  conveni- 
ence hss  settled  i  An  in^vidual  may  ^ut  hlmaelf  up  in 
his  liouse— may  refuse  to  visit — may  determine  that  be 
will  neither  give  nor  receive  invitations  :  if  he  do,  it  w3l 
not  only  be  at  the  expense  of  much  innocent  gratifies 
tion  to  himself,  and  at  the  ext>ense,  too,  of  many  great 
advantages  to  himself,  but  it  will  be  a  positive  injuiy  and 
wrong  to  society  <  for,  as  far  as  bis  example  goes,  it 
must,  if  adopted,  cut  up  society  by  the  roots.  It  is  lb* 
same  with  nations.  No  one  can  shut  herself  up.  it  baa 
been  the  policy  of  this  nation,  from  the  beginning,  to  petw 
form  her  part  in  tliis  system  of  mutual  and  friendly  inlcr- 
course.  Ay.  sir,  said  he-,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  tbat 
one  of  the  first  and  highest  gratificakiona  this  eonatiy 
ever  received,  waa  the  reception  of  her  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  France— an  act  which  publicly  owned  Iter  as 
one  of  the  family  of  Independent  Nations,  and  ioereaMd 
her  moral  power  both  at  home  and  abroad.  If  the  sys- 
tem is  to  be  changed.  Congress  must  do  it.  As  long  as 
it  continues,  the  duty  of  the  Executive  is  to  give  it  ef. 
feet  I  and  no  blame  can  attach  to  tlie  Adnuiuttmion  far 
executing  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Ian. 

It  was  true,  he  said,  that,  within  a  few  yearm  pa^^  ear 
diplomatic  intercourse  had  been  extended,  and  its  ex- 
penses increased.   Thefiunity  of  nations  had  bwn  c» 
Urged  by  the  interesting  addition  of  the  new  States  of 
this  hemisphere.    U  wa^  in  every  view,  particularly 
teresting  to  ns.    They  were  new,  near,  and  valuaUe 
neighbot^,  with  whom  we  must  have  relations,  and  wMt 
whom  there  could  be  no  doubt  it  wasdesirable  that  these 
should  be  the  relations  of  peace,  of  friendship,  and  ns- 
tusl  good  understanding.    Upon  this  point,  tbe  Peo|^ 
of  the  United  States  were  in  advance  of  Congress— he 
did  not  speak  hastily— tlie  public  sentiment  waa  m  ad- 
vance of  ConRTCBS,  and  Congress  was  in  advance  of  tbe 
Executive.    The  missions  were  not  inslituted,  nnlil  tins 
House,  by  a  resolution,  passed  wiUi  almost  unexampled 
unanimity— (but  one  member  voted  ^nat  it,  a  gentle- 
man ftwn  Virginia,  not  now  a  member,)— uata  tbn 
House,  stimulating  tbe  Executive  to  open  the  intercourse, 
pledged  itself  to  support  him  in  the  measure,  and  offer- 
ed a  liberal  proviwon  for  the  expense.    There  has  been 
no  expression  since  of  a  wish  to  abandon  or  to  linut  that 
intercourse.    Whatever  may  be  the  expense  of  those 
missions  to  the  new  States,  all  who  read  the  newsp^ien, 
and  know  any  ikamg  of  the  nature  of  our  commercial  ic> 
tercoune  with  them— all  who  know  bow  they  are  solicit- 
ed, courted,  and  caressed.,  by  the  European  Powen.  and 
the  stniggle  that  is  carried  on  for  their  favoi^to  say  no* 
thing  of  other  and  more  general  considetationa— will  see 
!lie  importance  of  cultivating  good  feelings,  and  main, 
taining  a  good  correspondence  with  them ;  and  that  ve 
cannot  ne^ect  these  things,  without  tidung  the  kes  of 
valuable  advantages.    His  own  dear  opinion  wa%  that 
we  ou^it  to  omit  no  fair  exertions  to  pneive  thmn,  and 
that  the  missions  ought  to  be  maintained.   He  iboagbt 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence. 

Remarks  had  been  made  upon  the  style  of  oht  foreign 
Ministers,  their  dress  paiticularly.  Why,  said  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vir^nia.  (Mr.  Floxd]  not  let  him  appear 
with  the  simplicity  of  Franklin  and  Livingston  }  The 
Houae  would  excuse  a  word  in  reply.   H«  [Mr.  S.]  knew 
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nottiiiif  of  die  wmplieity  of  Mr.  Livlnj^aton.    That  gen- 
tl«tnan  vaa  not  neir  to  the  time  of  Franklin.    He  wu 
appointed  to-  France  soon  aher  Mr.  JefiTeraon  became 
Preudcnt.  he  believed  in  1801.    But  tti»  he  did  know* 
from  the  best  information*  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of 
larg«  fortune,  and  Uberal  dispuaition,  accustomed  ererr 
where  to  a  liberal  way  of  life*  and  that  the  liberality  (if 
his  style  of  living  in  France,  was  such  as  mort  materially, 
a*  he  had  understood,  to  encroach  upon,  and  reduce  hia 
private  fortune.   In  what  drens  he  appeared  at  Court,  he 
could  not  say  t  but  he  took  it  for  granted  lie  accommo- 
dated himself  in  that  respect  ta  the  fii^on  uf  the  Court. 
As  to  Franklin,  he  said,  consider  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  he  appeared  in  France.    The  Representative 
of  a  young  Republic,  just  come  into  existence,  and  in  its 
very  cradle  exhibiting  Herculean  strength,  by  maintain- 
Mngle-handed,  a  contest  for  its  independence  with 
one  of  the  strongest  nations  that  existed  i  attracting  tlie 
earnest  attention  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  espe- 
cially engaging  the  attention  and  the  good  wishes  of 
Trance,  because  the  eonteit  waa  with  her  habitual  ene- 
my, and  promised  to  diminhdi  his  power.    When  a  na- 
tion, so  circumstanced,  shall  have  a  Franklin  for  her  En- 
voy, I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  very  material  to  inquire 
what  dress  he  wears.    To  that  state  we  shall  never  re- 
turn. And,  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  we  have  not  Frank- 
lins to  send.    He  carried  with  him  the  fruitaof  more 
than  seventy  years,  devoted,  with  the  aid  of  extraordi- 
nary natural  genius,  and  especially  of  the  most  u.icom- 
mon  sagacity,  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  witi) 
the  great  reputation  he  md  justly  acquired,  by  diflTusing 
the  treasures  of  his  wisdom  and  observatiun.    He  was 
known  for  his  examination  before  tlie  House  of  Commons : 
be  was  known  for  the  fierce  and  virulent  obloquv  that 
had  been  heaped  upon  him  (for  he,  ioo^  wa*  viHted  with 
obloquy)  by  Wedderbume,  afterwards  Lord  Loughbo- 
rough, before  the  Privy  Cotincil  t  he  was  known  as  a 
man  of  letters,  as  a  scientific  philosopher,  and,  what  is 
more,  as  a  practical  philosopher,  too  t  *nd  he  was  known 
as  a  atatesman  and  as  a  patriot.    His  fame  had  icone  be- 
fore him — it  shed  a  lustre  upon  his  country,  wherever 
there  wen  men  who  could  appreciate  his  merit,  and  that 
lustre  is  still  un^minislted.   I  do  not  exactly  know  what 
coat  lie  wore.    It  is  somewhere  recorded,  that,  in  French 
society,  hit  straight  combed,  venerable  locks,  and  aim 
pW  dress,  were  admired  by  the  ladies,  who  then  gave 
the  tone  to  society.    It  was  something  strange,  out  of 
the  common  way,  and  if  it  had  been  even  uncouth,  it 
miglit  have  attracted  still  more  attention.   HoUr  he  ap- 
peared at  Court,*  as  to  dress,  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
seen  particufan-ly  stated.    Re  was  a  long  time  in  Fnnee 
befoiv  he  was  received.    His  public  reception  was  not 
till  about  the  time  of  the  treaty. 

This  livery,  however,  as  it  has  been  reproachfiilly  call 
ed — 1  cannot  say  I  have  worn  it— but  1  know  what  it  i^- 
aml  have  heard  something  of  his  history.  Our  Hinistera 
abroad  are  very  pf>orly  paid.  They  cannot  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  Court  dretaes.  It'  borne  by  the  Treasury,  as  a 
contingent  expense,  it  is  so  much  money  thrown  away. 
If  borne  -by  Ministers,  it  makes  an  unrensonable  charge 
upon  their  allowance.  The  salaries  of  our  ministei-s 
al)road  were  higher,  by  above  twenty-si*  hundred  dol 
lara,  in  the  time  of  Franklin,  than  they  are  now,  though 
the  expenses  of  living  were  then  probably  not  more  than 
half  of  what  they  are  at  this  time.  The  present  rate  of 
allowance  was  fixed  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1784,  by  an 
act  of  the  old  Gongreas.  How,  thei^  does  lli«  matter 
stand  i  The  House  wilt  recollect,  fVom  "a  st^ment 
made  by  the  gentlentan  from  Massachusetts,  that  our  dis 
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tinguished  fellow  citizen,  the  late  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  [Mr.  Monroe]  was  engaged  in  four  missions  in 
the  course  of  little  more  than  a  year.  Claims  growing 
out  of  that  employment  have  Utely;  been  allowed  by  Con- 
gress. He  wasledinfapidsuccessionloiUfrerentCourti. 
and  probably  obliged  at  each  to  eonfbrm  to  the  mode 
tablished  by  etiquette.  The  expense  would  be  for  a 
ung^e  OGcaMon.  There  are  instances  of  cha^s  allowed 
by  the  Government,  for  the  dresses  of  Hinistera  for  par- 
ticular occawons.  When  Mr.  Madison  was  Preudent, 
and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  State,  the  present  plan  was 
adopted  as  a  relief.  It  is  not  oblintoiy  upon  the  Minis- 
ter. He  may  dispense  witli  it  if  he  think  6t.  It  ia  no 
expense  to  the  Treasury,  for  the  Minister  must  pay  for  it 
himself.  But  Ite  has  the  sanction  of  his  country  to  wear 
it  As  long  as  it  Utbts,  he  need  make  no  change.  Where- 
ver he  goes,  he  is  in  the  dress  of  his  own  country,  and 
stands  upon  his  own  ground,  instead  of  being  obliged  to 
conform  to  foreign  fashiona.  It  has  been  spoken  uf  as 
costing  750  dollars.  That  is  too  high.  It  costs  some- 
thing more  than  half  that  sum  i  but  the  Minister  pays  for 
it,  not  the  Treasury.  Why  call  it  reproachftiHy,  livery  * 
It  is  no  more  a  livery  titan  the  coat  of  an  officer  of  the 
Army  or  the  Navy — it  is  probably  not  finer  tlian  the  coat 
of  a  general  officer.  If  it  be  a  Uvery,  is  tliere  any  dis- 
grace in  wearing  it  ?  We  are  all  servants  of  the  People 
— they  are  our  master* — tlie  livery  worn  by  titeir  servants 
ia  one  which  no  man  need  be  ashamed  to  wear.  It  it  tho 
livery  <rf  the  People  of  the  United  States.  Hiis  ia  un- 
derstood to  be  the  history  of  the  coat.  If  any  one  with- 
In  the  sound  of  my  voice  should  hereafter  be  appointed 
a  Minister — my  advice  may  be  of  little  value — but  I  re- 
commend him  to  put  on  the  Hvary  of  Uis  country. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  confurm  to  existing  laws  and  policy.  It  is  admitted 
tlwt,  if  the  appointment  be  directed  by  law,  there  is  no 
chwce.  But  he  understood  his  colleague  [Mr.  IiieaxN] 
to  assert  the  application  of  a  rule  of  judgment,  which  ho 
was  sure,  upon  deliberate  consideration,  he  [Mr.  I.]  would 
see  to  be  unjust,  infinitely  mischievous,  and  dangerous. 
He  was  utidentood  to  say,  tliat,  even  where  the  act  is 
lawfol,  he  would  inquire  into  the  intention,  the  quo  ani- 
mo.  He  would  appeal  to  his  colleague,  if  this  mode  of 
judgii4C  vaa  not  the  root  of  incalculable  mischief  and  in- 
lustwe.  A  man  performs  his  duly,  walks  cautiously,  ii^ 
if  you  please,  a  reli^ous  man — some  one  chooses  to  in- 
quire into  the  mio  ammo,  and  pronounces  him  a  hypocrite* 
[Mr.  INGHAH  expfaiiiied.  lie  did  not  say  that  be 
would  apply  that  rule.  He  had  aatd  that  it  would  be  ap- 
plied elsewhere.] 

Mr.  SERGEANT  laid  be  accepted  the  explanation  of 
his  colleague,  whom  he  Aould  be  sorry  to  misunderstand. 
No  doubt  he  meant  that  it  was  not  a  rule  which,  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  he  would  apply  here.  But  he 
submitted  to  him  that  it  was  unsafe  attd  uncharitable  eve- 
ry where.  He  had  the  sanction  of  the  House  for  saying 
it  was  unjtiat.  The  first  rule  we  are  obliged  to  adopt  is, 
that  no  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  impeach  another 
member's  intention.  Upon  what  grounds  the  People  of 
this  eountiy  would  decitle  the  question  now  pending  be- 
fore tbem,  he  would  not  now  enquire — he  would  not  say  a 
sii^le  word.  As  one  of  the  People,  he  had  his  ri^t^ 
which  at  pmper  times  and  on  proper  occasions  he  wotdd 
freely  exercise. 

Some  particular  instances  have  been  more  or  leas  allud- 
ed to  in  the  debate.  Among  the  reat  was  the  mission  to 
England.  It  was  said  the  Minister  bad  returned  r«  m/i» 
ta,  and  of  course  it  miisfhave  been  meant  that  there  waa 
all  the  expense  of  the  misnon  without  any  correspondMit 
benefit.  What  was  the  fact  F  The  hand  of  sickness-had 
fallen  upon  the  Minister,  as  it  msy  upon  any  of  us— it  may 
now  be  upon  some  of  us — and  incapacitated  him  to  perform 
tbetbity.  Can  this  be  matter  of chaiY«egainat  any  btidyf 
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[Mr.  RAKDOLPII  ezpUtned.  He  itxpreaBed  bis  deep 
regret  fot^tbat  ifentlenwn,  [Mr.  King]  and  declared  that  the 
words  did  not  imprnt  any  refleethM  upon  hnn.  nor  Mtadi 
my  bbme  tt>  him.]* 

Mr.  SERGEANT  proceeded.  They  were  not  to  un. 
dcrstood.  He  waa  irtre  that  the  ^ntlenmn  from  Vir^nia 
did  not  mean  to  sav  one  unkind  or  reproachAil  worn  oF 
Hr.  Kinr.  The  alluwon  to  tlie  unproduotireneM  of  the 
miasion  had  come  from  another  quarter,  and  be  [Mr.  81 
bad  adopted  the  phraae  uied  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir 
ginia.  [Mr.  RAniwm.l  It  was  his  [Mr.  S's]  object^  to 
show,  th&t  no  one  was  to  blame  for  the  issue,  nutber  he 
who  undertook  the  mission,  nor  those  who  appointed 
him.  Of  that  eminent  man,  all  know  something;  but 
few  of  us,  probably,  know  the  full  extent  and  measure  of 
his  services  to  his  country.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
himself  been  ignorant  till  within  a  few  days  past,  when  he 
was  led  into  an  inquiiT  which  discovered  to  htm  a  length 
and  magnitude  of  public  service,  beyond  what  he  had  be 
fore  known  or  supposed.  With  regard  to  hii  age,  it  wt> 
sufficient  to  say,  that  he  had  just  left  the  Senate  when 
he  was  appointed  to  England,  and  that  body  afterwards 
approved  the  nomination.  He  was  not  so  md  as  Fnmk> 
lin  was  when  he  left  this  country  for  France,  and  Frank- 
Un  served  his  country  faithAilly  and  ably  as  their  Minister, 
for  eight  years  and  a  half.  [Mr.  lUraosn  was  here 
understood  to  say— there  could  not  hare  been  a  better 
choice."] 

Of  that  mission,  he  said,  which  had  also  been  alluded 
to,  in  which  he  had  the  honor  to  have  a  part,  the  mission 
to  Panama,  he  should  always  have  difficulty  in  speaking, 
for  very  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  was  impossi- 
ble he  should  enter  into  the  subject,  because  the  mission 
was  still  pending,  in  the  hands  of  our  Minister  at  Mexico. 
He  wotild  say,  however,  in  reply  to  the  allegations 
which  bad  been  made  against  it,  that  the  misHon  had 
the  clear  sanction  of  alt  the  blanches  of  the  Government. 
What  has  since  occurred,  could  neither  make  it  right 
or  wrong:  It  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as  at  lint. 
If  it  was  right  then,  it  cannot  be  wrong  now.  Btrt  he 
would  say — and  he  said  it  with  the  utmost  rincerity,  it  was 
but  the  humble  opinion  of  an  individual— he  would  say, 
fh>m  all  that  he  had  seen,  ami  alt  that  he  hail  heard,  that, 
if  the  Congress  should  assemble  at  Taeubi^  or  else- 
where, it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  thst  we  should  be  represented  in 
it.  He  was  not  about  to  debate  the  matter.  He  merely 
gave  this  as  his  own  single,  humble,  periisps  valuel^ 
opinion. 

He  would  take  up,  he  said,  but  little  more  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  to  notice  one  or  two  other  topics  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  discussion.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
and  its  employment  to  strengthen  the  Administration  in 
the  Dossession  of  power.  This  had  been  particulariy  and 
fbrcinly  insisted  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina. Upon  this  point,  he  said,  he  [Mr.  S.]  might  pro- 
bably  diner  fVom  msn^,  and  pcrliaps  be  thought  singular. 
But  so  f^r  from  thinkm|^  patronage  a  source  of  power,  he 
reg^irded  it  ss  a  destroying  canker,  let  it  be  employed  as 
it  might.  He  *m  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
Executive  would  be  stronger  «vithont  it.  He  would  not 
appeal  in  aupport  of  this  opinion,  to  a  statesman  of  fur- 
mer  times— he  did  not  tike  IJie  authority  i  that  statesman 
had  employed  a  mate  direct  mode— but' he  would  appeal 
to  the  nature  of  man.  Let  ^ntlemen  reflect,  and  then; 
he  said,  let  them  tell  me  which  are  the  strongest  pasMons 

'  Ulcby  Mr.  Sand»lfik.—Hr.  ft.  faaiobtrrred,  in  the  rvport  of  Mr. 
lerpsiit'*  nHxeh,  ihat,  wUat  he  Mid  in  refrrence  to  Mr.  Runt*  Kiii^ , 
li  iiAied  ill  •  way  to  give  room  for  Tcrf  wrong  inference,  ou  the  pan 
oT  Ibe  mdrr;  bat  he  ha*  not  had  diber  health,  or  leiourv,  to  writ* 
4awn  what  he  did  Mr  <m  tha  mmhoh.  He  parpoaet  Ma*  m  at  Iha 
■nt  apan  nomeuL 

Jonmiair,  JtfarvA  s,  uss/11  J.  M. 


and  fbelings  of  oar  nature—those  which  seek  our  own 
gratification,  or  those  which  terminate  in  doing  good  or 
m  doing  justice  to  others  '   Gratttode,  for  e  Ample,  or 
selflove^  revenge,  dislike.   The  one  is  medente,  and 
dull— the  others  active,  violent,  and  enduring.    He  who 
has  the  power  to  appoint,  must  abo  disappoint.    For  one 
that  he  can  appoint,  he  must  disappoint  ten  i  and  all  who 
are  disappointed  are  very  apt  to  be  offended,  and  thntk 
themselves  injared.    The  one  who  is  selected  may  Heel  a 
cool  and  temperate  regard  for  the  Executive.   Bren  tUi 
is  not  always  the  case  « in  lAany  instances,  pride  auggcKs 
to  us  that  we  owe  nothing  btit  to  our  own  proper  merits. 
The  disapptMOted  applicants,  on  the  contrary,  each  of 
whom  supposes  himself  to  be  at  least  a*  dewrving  as  the 
suecessAil  candidate,  deeply  feel  the  mrong  tb^  tbink 
has  been  done  them,  and  they  yield  themselves  to  the 
resentment  it  natorally  excites.   No^  [said  he  i1  give  ae 
no  patronage,  where  there  are  so  nmny  to  iolicil,  who 
Aink  they  have  eqaal  eluma.  Bat  tbta  is  not  aU.  The 
present  debate  proves  it.   There  is  no  part  of  the  cm- 
dnet  of  a  public  man  so  liable  to  ndaconstniction — nsy, 
■0  inevitably  exposed  to  misconstruction,  espectally  ia 
times  of  party  excitement,  as  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
culled  patronage.     He  must  .exercise  it,  because  the 
Constitution  aiid  laws  require  him  to  do  so  t  Ite  has  no 
choiee  but  to  make  the  needful  appointments  t  >»d  Trtb 
the  moment  he  has  made  them,  by  the  application  of  the 
nile  of  ytio  Ofu'no,  they  are  imputed  to  unworthy  nM»- 
tives.  If  he  appoint  a  fliend,  it  is  to  secure  him.  If  he 
points  an  enemy,  it  is  to  boy  him.    Every  way  it  is  eo^ 
rupt. 

He  cannot  possibly  escape  censure,  unless  perhaps  he 
could  find  some  comfortable  neutral,  ntttng  quiet^  by 
his  fireside,  ignorant  of  the  polittcal  storm  that  h  n^piv 
around  him,  who  has.  never  heard,  or,  if  he  has  heard, 
has  forgotten,  that  there  are  two  candidates  for  the  Fresi- 
dency,  and  who  is  so  entirely  destitute  of  all  pubtie  feel- 
ing and  knowledge,  as  to  be  on  that  account  unfit  for 
office.  If  he  appoint  friend  or  foe,  it  is  sure  to  be  wrong. 
How  such  patronage  cou^d  be  deemed  a  source  of  power, 
especially  of  undue  power,  endangering  the  fair  wotUt^ 
nf  the  Constitution,  he  could  not  onderstamL  The  pow- 
er of  appmnlment  most  be  deponled  somewhere.  If  nj 
one  can  show  that,  as  now  deposited,  it  ia  likely  to  do  in- 
jury, and  diat  it  can  with  greater  safety  be  pfaiced  else- 
where, he,  for  one,  would  willingly  concur  in  the  change. 
The  condition  of  pnblic  men  in  this  cotintry— ^here  is  no 
danger,  in  saying  this,  of  extlng^it^ng  ambhion  in  tte 
heart  of  maft— was  hr,  very  far  IVom  enviable.  Re  who 
enters  into  Ais  career,  with  the  purpose  of  devoting  hin- 
aelf  to  the  public  service,  takes  a  vow  of  perpetual  pov> 
rrty — a  vow,  too,  which  he  will  be  obliged  to  keep.  C^^ 
cum^tances  will  extort  from  him  its  observance,  without 
any  extraordinary  effort  of  virtue  on  hia  part  to  keep  it 
Unleas  he  has  a  private  fortune  to  support  him,  this  moit 
be  his  doom.  There  are  lamentable  instances  in  onr  hia- 
toiy  to  prove  it.  With  poverty,  be  must  be  prepared  to 
bear  reproach.  If  he  attain  to  an  elevated  station,  he  is 
immediately  an  object  of  envy,  for  that  which,  after  all,  ia 
not  enviable.  In  times  of  strong  excitement,  of  party 
excitement  partictilarly,  he  must  be  judged  by  men  who, 
though  they  believe  themselves  just,  and  may  he  really 
disposed  to  be  jitst,  yet  cannot  be  just,  because  tliey  are 
under  the  dommion  nf  passion.  He  most  be  ju^ed  by 
party  opponents  in  the  neat  of  angry  contest.  It  bccootca 
us,  then,  in  the  discbarge  of  the  functions  belongii^  to  w 
by  the  Constitution,  not  to  indulge  too  readily  in  suspiooB 
and  misconstruction  of  a  co-onlinate  branch  of  the  Govera- 
menl. 

Parties  exist  in  (his  Honse,  and  in  the  country*.  Of  all 
the  bad  effects  of  high  party  feeling,  there  is  none  more 
obviooi,  and  none  more  ii\iurioua,  than  the  disiKwitieB 
to  do  li^ustiee  to  each  other*!  motives  and  intentionf. 
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[H.  R. 


tee  how  It  opentes  here.    We  hare  eveiy  indiicenent 

0  cultivate  a  good  undeMandiiir,  and  to  think  well  of 
!ach  other.  And  yet»  let  what  wHl  be  befbre  the  House, 
inleas  it  be  lome  matter  purely  local,  whatever  a  member 
*y*,  and  whatever  he  doea,  ii  immediately  referred  to 
larty  views  and  motives.  If,  standing  here  upon  a  foot- 
ng  of  equality,  in  habits  of  daily  intercourse,  and  with 
:very  disposition  to  nwintain  relations  ftf  mutual  kindness 
nd  mpec^  we  yet  oannot  empe  unjust  judgment  from 
ach  other,  what  chance  have  Uiose  who  are  separated 
rom  us  by  distance  and  employment,  and  wliose  placeo 
re  the  objrct  of  contention  f  This  Government,  as  lias 
Ireacly  been  said,  in  all  its  branches,  was  inB(itute<i  by  the 
'eople,  and  for  the  People,  to  promote  their  own  wel- 
ire.  Looking  to  tltat  purpose,  the  People,  true  to  them- 
elTes^  will  test  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  by  its 
teasures.  Are  those  measures  such  as  are  calculated  to 
Tomote  the  great  object  of  Government,  and  such  as  the 
*eopIe  approve  Tr  they  are,  the  People,  applying  the 
est  by  which  thejr  try  the  conduct  of  all  public  servants, 
'ill  give  them  their  spprobation.  And  why  should  it  not 
e  ao  ?  ir  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  have  been  bithful. 
f  executed,  if  the  public  welfare  has  been  promoted— 
•as^n  may  suggest  other  inquiries,  but  here,  uponeveiy 
3ber  estimate,  they  mua^  and  here  I  believe  they  wtll 
nd. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  TMr.  Rivdoub]  assum- 
tg  what  yet  remains  to  be  decided,  that  the  People  had 
Iready  condemned  the  Administration,  went  on  to  say, 
ifct,  SB  (here  was  a  majority  against  them,  in  both  Houses 
f  Congress,  they  ought  to  retire— that  there  was  no  in- 
ance  till  that  of  the  younger  Pitt,  of  a  Minister  remain, 
ig  in  power  when  he  was  in  the  minority,  and  he  had 
btained  a  parricidal  triumph  over  the  Constitution  of  his 
ountry.  Sir,  [said  Mr.  SsaexAin']  is  there  any  such 
iialogy  between  the  Constitution  ot  Great  Britain,  and 
le  CoHStitution  of  the  United  States,  that  we  uu^it  to 
.lopt,  in  this  respect,  the  diictrine  of  England  I  What 

1  tlie  Constitution  of  Great  Britain  '  There  is  a  heredita- 
r  Crown.  The  Ministr}-  is  appointed  by  the  Kif^,  and 
lat  Ministry  carries  on  the  buirfness  of  the  Nation  |by 
leant  of  a  majority  in  Parliament  as  its  instrument, 
'his  is  the  practical  working  of  the  Briliuh  Constitution, 
"lie  Ministiy  is  generally  secure  of  a  nwjority,  though 
ir  a  moment  Mr.  Pitt  wha  without  it.  In  the  practice 
nder  that  Constitution,  evety  measure  originates  with 
le  Ministry,  and  tlie  Minister  is  to  answer  for  it,  and  be 

to  answer,  too,  for  its  failure.  If  he  cannot  pass  his 
leasures  through  Parliament,  what  happens  then  t  The 
rown  is  placed  aloft,  to  glitter  in  the  pyes  of  the  Nation, 
id  is  not  lo  be  disturbed.  It  is  hreBponsible.  The  King 
III  do  no  wrong.  The  Minister  is  accountable  for  every 
ling.  If  he  cannot  wield  the  power  of  Pariiament,  he 
lust  go  out,  and  give  place  to  one  who  can  t  and  thus 
le  harmony  of  the  Constitution  not  restored — but 
reserved.  How  and  by  wliat  means  it  happens  that  the 
linister  generally  has  a  majority  in  Pariiament,  we  all 
ery  well  know.  That  is  their  Government,  and  as  it 
jncems  only  themselvc!^  if  they  are  satisfied,  we  have 

0  right  to  object.  But,  is  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
•nited  States  i  lie  would  not  be  guilty  of  (tie  absiirdi- 
'  of  asking  whether  we  liad  a,  hereditary  Crown,  or  Mi- 
sters appointed  by  the  Crown.    He  meant  (o  ask,  and 

1  ask  aenuuBly,  wht-thvr  it  was  indispensible  to  the  work- 
<g  of  our  Constitution,  that  the  two  Rouses  of  Congress 
id  the  Executive,  both  deriving  their  authority  from  the 
ime  Bource,  the  People  tif  the  United  Stales,  should  be 
r  such  entire  acconl,  tliat,  whatever  the  Executive  may 
:nd  us  dull  pass,  and  whatever  be  does  not  send  us, 
■all  not  pass.  He  bad  never  so  understood  it. 
CotibliLuted  as  our  Government  is,  he  said  he  could  not 
e  with  what  propriety  >t  could  be  said  that  there  was  a 
ajority  of  thU  lloutc  opposed  to  the  President.    He  did 


not  understand  it,  speaking  the  iangnage  of  the  Conid* 
tution  of  the  Umted  States.  He  understood  it  perfectly 
as  api^ted  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain.  Hov 
oan  there  be  a  mi^ori^  of  this  House  against  the  Presi< 
dent  /  When,  aa  is  now  the  case,  an  election  of  Chief 
lilagistrate  is  «4>proaching  there  may  be  a  m^erity  of  the 
members,  who  are  individually  opposed  to  the  re-elec 
tion  of  the  President.  But  would  a  majority  ot  Um 
House,  on  diat  acconnt,  oppase  hia  administration,  if  right 
in  Haeir?  Would  they,  IwtlMt  reason,  oppoae  a  iDea' 
sure  which  he  should  recommend,  simply  because  he 
recommended  it,  though)  it  were  manifestly  wise  and  fit 
in  itself  f  That  would  be  factious.  It  would  be  incon* 
sistent  with  the  saund  doctrine  of  the  Constitution.  Wo 
do  not  come  here  to  carry  through  the  measures  of  the 
Executive,  as  the  majori^  of  the  House  of  Commona 
carry  through  the  measures  of  the  HinistrY.  Neither  do 
we  c4Mne  here  to  carry  on  a  regular  opporitHMi.  We  have 
power  tHirselves  to  originate  plans  for  the  ptiblio 
goo((,  and  we  otight  to  adopt  the  reoomnienda^om  and 
views  of  the  Executive  when  they  appear  to  us  condu* 
cive  to  the  same  end. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  an  extraordinaty  anomaly,  if  a  ma* 
jority  of  CoHgrcis  couhl  turn  out,  or  drive  out,  a  Presi- 
dent, during  tite  period  for  which  he  it  elected.  So  hir 
was  this  from  being  the  case,  thsA  the  Government  would 
work  jubt  as  well  if  we  could  not  tell  who,  ie  this  House, 
was  for,  and  who  agunst,  the  Administration.  Mr.  Pit^ 
it  ha.1  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  over- 
threw, or  triumphed  over,  the  Constitution,  by  maintain- 
ing his  post  i^caMst  a  m^ority  of  the  House— that  is,  the 
Cimstitutiwi  aa  it  was  undcrstuod  in  practice  before  that 
time  :  for  in  theory,  such  was  not  the  Conatitntion,  even 
of  England.  But  wluit  followed  >  Mr.  Pitt  dissolved 
the  Pariiament,  and  threw  himself  upon  the  nation  finr 
support.  The  People  approvetl  his  measures  ;  gave  him 
a  majwity  in  Parliament:  and  thenceforth,  I  suppose, 
according  to  theoiy  and  practice  both,  he  was  righilully 
a  Minister.  As  far  as  our  institutions  wUI  permit,  sonw- 
thing  of  (he  same  sort  may  happen  here.  Not  that  the 
People  of  tids  countt^  will  cKoose  a  CongreBsfor  or  against 
ihe  President :  that  is  not  the  issue.  I'here  is  an  appeal 
now  pending  before  the  People  :  it  is  still  pending,  hov- 
evt^r  the  gentleman  frum  Virginia  may  think  it  already  de- 
eded :  it  is  yet  to  be  decided  by  the  free  voice  of  the 
.People  of  the  United  States,  at  the  next  election  of  Pre- 
sident. If  it  should  be  decided  differently  from  what  he 
thinks,  and  tf^  at  the  same  time,  it  should  happen-that 
members  sliowld  be  sent  here  who,  like  the  present,  aro 
opposed  to  the  Administration,  still  he  [Mr.  S.]  saw  nothing 
to  prevent  co-operation  in  promoting  the  public  welfore. 
However  tliat  might  be,  he  [Mr.R.  J  surely  would  nut  then 
contend  that  the  Prewdent  ought  to  retire  and  vacate  the 
place  to  which  he  was  constitutionally  elected,  becauae 
there  was  a  majority  of  Congnss  against  him.  We  all 
derive  our  authnity  from  the  same  source  t  we  hold  by 
the  same  tenure  i  we  are  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  same 
Government  i  and  not  one  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
the  other,  or  subjected  to  the  will  or  power  of  the  other. 
We  have  not  the  British  Constitution. 

He  said  he  was  no  prophet,  atid  uould  venture  no  pre- 
diction as  to  the  result  of  that  great  appeal.  If  the  Peo- 
ple of  this  country  should  think  with  the  gentleman  ftom 
Virginia,  that  militai^  Capacity,  whether  in  exercise  or 
not,  was  desirable  or  indinpensable  in  the  head  of  this  Go- 
vernment, it  might  have  an  influence  upon  their  decision. 
Mr.  RANDOLPH  explained. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  proceeded  :  I  do  not  wisli  to  misun- 
derstaml  or  mistske  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  I 
accept  his  explanation— that  he  only  stated,  that  aagacit/ 
and  courage,  and  the  capacity  for  managing  men,  which 
are  necessary  military  talents,  are  equally  necestary  in 
civil  affurf.   Hiut  understood,  it  means  nothing  awe 
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thui  Uut  the  geniuf ,  which  conrtinitea  a  Kreat  military 
man.  i>  a  veiy  nigh  quaUty,  and  rut  be  equally  uaefnl  in 
the  calHnet  and  in  the  field  i  that  it  has  a  tort  of  univer- 
ulity,  equally  applicable  to  all  aflTaira.  Wa  had  leen  an- 
doubiedly,  one  instance  ot  a  rare  and  wonderful  combina- 
tion of  civil  and  military  qualifications — both  of  the  highest 
order.  WASUtaeToit  watequallyiHuslriouBin  eitherde- 
pattment.  But  WASBiaaTeH  was  the  production  of  an 
age.  He  belongs  to  an  age,  and  will  gtveit  character  by 
his  matchless  worth.  When  ages  shall  have  rolled  away, 
he  will  stand  stilt  more  exatted*  iJ>ove  all  those  who  huve 
ao  much  oeeiipred  our  attention,  with  tlieir  bustling  and 
Kbtless  ambition.  He  will  be  remembered  whf  n  tbey  are 
foif  otten*  and  lus  memory  will  continue  to  be  without 
blot  or  stain.  That  the  greatest  civil  qualifications  may 
be  found  united  with  the  highest  military  ones,  is  what  no 
one  will  deny,  who  thinks  of  'WasaiiioToir.  But,  tlmt 
such  a  combination  is  rare  and  extraordinary,  the  fiune  of 
Washimotoii  sufficiently  aitetts.  If  it  were  cmnmon, 
why  was  he  so  illustrious  i 

But  let  it  be  remembered,  also,  that  WAsatvsToa 
had  experience  In  cint,  u  well  as  in  military  affairs  ; 
and  his  eountnr  had  had  experience  of  him  in  both. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Viiginia  Legidature  before  the 
Hevolution.  He  was  a  delegate  fiwn  Virginia  to  the 
first  CongreBS.  He  ieft  his  seat  in  Congress  to  Uke 
command  of  his  country's  army  in  the  field.  He  was  a 
member,  and  he  was  the  chosen  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  formed  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States. 
In  cinl  employment,  and  for  high  civil  qualifications,  he 
was  well  known  to  bis  country,  before  he  was  entrusted 
with  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  was  a  thorough  assurance  that  he  had  the  requi- 
wie  knowledge,  teraper,  and  habit.  It  is  not  question- 
ed, therstorc,  that,  in  WAsniasTOK,  civil  and  military 
qualifications  were  combined,  both  in  the  highest  de- 
gree. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  not  deny- 
no  one  who  has  read  the  history,  or  considered  the  na- 
ture of  man,  can  deny — that  the  talent  for  war  may  exist, 
without  the  qualifications  or  acquiremenU  for  civM  nile  ; 
that  there  may  be  evidence  of  the  one,  and  no  evidence 
of  the  other;  nay,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  impossible  to 
deny,  that  qualitiea  which  are  jterfectly  compatible  with 
the  chsracterof  a  valiant  and  successnil  soldier,  may  be 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  peaceful  administration  ofa 
Republic.  I  will  not,  [Mid  Mr.  S.J  dei»n  the  Heme,  by 
entering  into  a  historical  discussion  of  Cnar  and  Crom- 
well,, and  Nspoleon— familiar  subjects  and  well  under- 
stood t  nor  will  [  inquire  how  far  their  bad  example  is 
palliated  by  the  apology  which  has  been  attempted  for 
tliem,  that  they  were  the  ofFitpring  of  the  times,  and 
made  no  change  fw  the  worse.  Say  what  you  will,  it 
cannot  alter  tliefiwt.  But,  selecting  one  of  them  for  a 
moment's  consideration,  1  would  ask,  what  did  Cromwell 
do  for  England,  with  all  his  military  genius  >  He  over- 
threw the  monarchy,  and  catablished  dictaturial  power  in 
his  own  person.  And  what  happened  next  >  Another 
soldier  overthrew  the  dictatorship,  and  restored  the  mo- 
narchy. The  Bword  cfTecied  both.  Cromwell  made  one 
revolution,  and  Monk  another  t  and  what  did  tlie  People 
of  England  gain  by  it  ?  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing. 
Tlic  rights  and  liberties  of  Englislimen,  as  they  now  exist, 
were  settled  and  esiablisbed  at  the  revolution  in  1688. 
Now  mark  the  difference.  By  whom  was  that  revolution 
begun  and  conducted  ?  Was  it  by  soldiers— by  military 
genius— by  the  sword  i  No.  It  was  the  work  of  states- 
men and  of  eminent  lawyers  (  never  diAinguidied  for 
military  exploita.  The  Acuity  may  have  existed— the 
dormant  faculty .  Hiat  is  what  no  one  can  affirm,  and  no 
one  can  deny.  But  It  would  have  been  thouglit  an  absurd 
and  extravagant  thing  to  propose,  that  one  of  those  emin- 
ent statesmen  and  lawyers,  in  reVnnceiupon.  this  possible 
dnmaiit  hcttlt^,  sluHild  be  pent  afterwards,  instead  of  the 


I)uke  of  Mariboroug^,  to  command  the  EngVub  forcea  m 
the  Continent.  These,  then,  are  the  fruits  of  civil  wis- 
dom, which  England  had  not  gained  under  Cromwell, 
nor  by  the  aid  of  Monk-^and  there  they  flourish  still,  as 
they  grew  out  of  the  revolution  in  16^  planted  by  the 
haiida  of  statesmen. 

In  this  humble  plea  for  civil  qualification.  let  ae 
advert  to  another,  and  greater,  and,  to  us,  much  more  in- 
teresting  transaction.  Who  achieved  the  freedom  aad 
the  independence  of  this,  our  country  ?  Washington  ef- 
fected much  in  ihe  field  i  but  where  were  the  Franklina, 
the  Adamses,  the  Hancocks,  the  Jeffersons,  and  the 
Lees — the  band  of  sages  and  patriots  whoae  memory 
we  revere  ?  They  were  assembleil  in  council.  The  heart 
of  the  Hevolution  was  in  the  Hall  of  Congress.  Theie 
was  the  power  which,  beginning  with  appeals  to  the  Km^  • 
and  to  the  British  nation,  at  length  made  an  inesislible  ap- 
peal  to  the  world.and  consummated  the  Revolution  by  the 
Declaration  of  lndependence,which  Washington,  cluthcd 
with  their  suihority,  and  bearing  their  commisnun,  aup- 
ported  by  arms.  And  what  has  this  band  of  patriots,  of 
sages,  aud  of  statesmen,  given  to  us  *  Not  wlwt  Caar 
gave  to  Borne  i  not  what  Cromwell  gave  to  England;  or 
Napolem  to  France  ;  tliey  est^lished  for  us  the  great 
principles  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty,  upon 
the  strong  foundations  on  which  they  have  hitherto  rtaod. 
and  secured  for  us  the  signal  blessings  we  now  enjny. 
There  may  have  been  military  capacity  in  Congreas  t  but 
can  any  one  deny  that  it  ia  to  the  wisdom  of  aagea,  W»«h- 
ington  being  one,  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  best 
of  our  eiyoymenta  f  Look  at  the  condition  of  the  new 
SUtes  of  this  hemisphere.  One  great  cause  of  diswder, 
it  appears  to  me,  which  prevenU  them  from  aettling 
down  in  peace,  ia,  that  they  have  no  such  band  of  »ges 
to  direct  theircourse.  Whenever  you  hear  of  diitarb- 
ance,  it  is  General  against  General,  soldier  against  sol- 
dier— it  is  the  military  spirit,  generated  by  Uieir  wa«% 
and  not  yet  sufficiently  controlled  by  the  counmb  of 
peacefid  wisdom. 

I  will  not,  [said  Mr.  S.]  be  tempted  to  reflect  upon  the 
distinguished  soldier  who  has  been  honored,  aye.  highly 
honored,  by  his  country.  Far  be  it  from  me,  in  this  ptea 
for  civil  virtues,  to  detract  from  his  militaiy  renowii.  He 
has  dor.e  good  service.  So  has  his  great  competitor.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  what  will  be  the  resiUl  of  the 
election.  But  this  I  do  know— time  wiU  j-idge  us  aB, 
and  award  to  every  one  according  to  his  real  merita,  un- 
disturbed by  the  mists  of  prejudice  and  of  passion.  The 
warrior  crown  will  adorn  tite  brow  of  the  soldier— the 
wreath  of  civic  merit  cannot  be  denied  to  the  patriot  who 
has  faithfully  served  bis  country  for  forty  yean,  with- 
Aut  reproach.  I  would  not  needlessly  pluck  a  leaf 
from  Miber, 

Mr.  S.  said  he  wouM  not  have  made  these  remarka,  but 
for  what  appeared  to  him  the  bearing  of  the  argument  be 
had  heard  yesterday  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
He  had  occupied  more  time  than  he  had  intendni.  and 
probably  dwelt  on  some  pointk  with  tedious  minuteness. 
Here  he  would  leave  the  matter,  thanking  the  House  for 
its  attention.  He  acknowledged  a  decided  ufunion  and 
disposition  to  one  aide  the  great  que^ttion  so  often 
alluded  to  i  but,  however  strong  his  wishes  were  for 
its  success,  he  did  not  derire  unneceswily  to  inflict  a 
wouml  upon  any  one. 

[The  House  s4joumed  to  Itondsyl 

MoiiBAT,  FsBDnanr  4,  1838- 
RETRENCHMENT. 
Tlie  House  having  again  proceeded  to  the  eoMsdera. 
tiou  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cnixrav,  as  pn^MWed  to  be 
amended  by  Mr.  Buu,  and  Mr.  Hamiltos— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and  said,  perhaps  it  would  be 
vain  to  inqu'ae  by  wbun  this  debate  was  iotreduecd.  It 
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IS  certain  th»t  we  hftve  now  got  into  it,  and  no  gentleman 
can  predict  wlien  it  will  close.  I  cunnot  afcree  with  the 
frentleman  from  Musacliusetts,  [Mr.  Etikktt]  that  the 
Opposition  are  .jtistly  chai^eable  with  its  introduction  in 
the  party  form  wliich  it  has  assumed,  nor  for  its  protract- 
ed cnancter.  My  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Lbtgbik] 
hu  truly  itited,  'what  would  have  been  the  fmibable 
course  of  the  resolutiooSt  had  it  not  been  for  Uie  interfer- 
ence of  the  fcCDtleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Bihkit.] 
The  mover  of  them,  whoisayoung^memberofifae  House, 
would  have  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  their  passage,  and 
they  would  then  have  rested  quietly  with  the  number- 
less  resolutions  wblch  have  gone  before  tiiem.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Muyland,  however,  opposed  their  passage, 
upon  the  groiinu  that  no  cause  existed  eren  to  suspect 
tlu  present  Administration  of  any  abtiaes.  From  that 
moment  the  debate  assumed  a  party  complexion. 

This  debate  would  have  ended  on  Thursday  last,  afler 
the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose,  which  was  made  to 
the  Housq  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr-  Livisostom]  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Maisachu- 
fetts  himsetf  prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  know,  that  he  c«n  never  throw 
lumself  into  an^  debate,  without  giving  it  fresh  vigor  and 
importance. 

It  U  <nie  that  a  single  straggler  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Opposition  introduced  these  resolutions,  but  Without  the 
least  intention  of  bringing  on  a  general  engagement 
Vhen  he  was  attacked,  hedefemlati  himself  in  gallant 
atjle.  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  duty  and  by  pcdicy 
to  fustain  him.  It  is  for  that  purpose  I  have  risen.  The 
ffentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [^r.  Evbbbtt]  and  my 
friend  and  colleague  from  Pennsylvania,  [Hr.  SEaosAirT] 
have  entirelj-  clianged  the  character  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  into  an  elaborate  vindication'  of  the  present 
Administration.  It  is  my  purpose  to  reply  to  tlieir  argu- 
ments. 

My  colleague  commenced  bis  rem&rks,  by  asn^iing 
aeveraVrraaontf  why  he  would  not  hare  offered  the  re  so. 
hitions  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  Housetbythe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ciiilton.]  Against 
these  reasons,  with  one  exception,  I  have  no  complaint 
to  make.  My  collengue  has  declared,  that  he  would  not 
have  introduced  such  resolutions,  because  they  might 
tend  to  injure  the  Government  of  the  country,  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  People.  Ajguiat  tiiis  position  I  take  leave 
to  enter  my  solemn  protest.  Is  it  the  Republican  <loc- 
trine  *  What,  sir,  are  we  to  be  toltl  that  we  shall  not  in- 
quire mto  the  existence  of  abuses  in  tills  Government, 
because  such  an  inquiry  might  tend  to  make  the  Govern- 
mentless  popular?  This  is  new  doctrine  tome — doc- 
trine which  1  have  never  heard  before  upon  this  floor. 

Liberty,  ^ir,  is  s>  precious  rffV,  which  can  never  long  be 
eiijiiyed  by_  any  People,  without  the  most  watchful  jea- 
totiny.  It  ia  Rcspenan  fruit,  wliieh.tbe  ever-Mrakeful  jea- 
lous^ of  tlie  People  can  alone  preserve.  The  very  pos- 
session of  power  has  a  strong — a  natural  tendency,  to  cor- 
rupt the  heart.  The  lust  of  dominion  grows  with  itspoa- 
session  (  and  the  man  who,  in  humble  life,  was  pure,  and 
innocent,  and  just,  has  often  been  tnuiaformed,  by  the 
long  possession  of  power,  into  a  monster.  In  the  Sacred 
B-  OK,  which  eontiuns  leasoiii  of  wlsilam  for  the  politician, 
as  weil  ai  for  the  Christian,  we  find  a  happy  illustration 
of  the  corrupting  influence  of  power  upon  the  human 
heart.'  When  Hazael  came  to  consult  Bliaha,  whether 
bis  master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover  fi^m  a  dan- 
geroiis  illness,  the  prophet,  louking  through  the  vista  of 
futitrity,  saw  the  crimes  of  whicli  the  messenger  who 
»too<l  before  him  would  be  guilty,  and  he  wept.  Hazael 
asked,  why  weepeth  my  Lord  ?  The  prophet  then  re- 
counted tu  him,  the  murders  and  the  cruelties  of  which  he 
should  be  guilty,  towards  the  children  of  Israel.  Hazael, 
in  the  apint  of  virtuous  indign^on,  replied— Is  thy  kf- 
Voi.  IV— 86 


vant  a  dog  that  he  aliould  do  this  thing  }  "  And  Elisha 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thou  shalt  be 
king  over  Syria."  This  man  afVerwanla  became  king, 
by  the  murder  of  iiis  master,  and  was  guilty  of 'enormi- 
ties, the  bare  recital  of  which  would  make  us  shudder. 

Tiie  nature  of  man  is  the  same  under  Itepublics  and  un- 
der  Monarchies.  The  history  of  the  humnn  race  proves, 
that  liberty  can  never  long  be  preserved,  without  popular 
Jealousy.  It  is  the  condition  of  its  enjoyment.  Our  ru- 
lers must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  colleague  ad- 
vanced the  position  which  he  did,  he  could  hot  have  fore- 
seen the  consequences  to  wliich  his  doctrine  would  lead. 
I  know  that  he  never  could  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  far  %  but  j^et  my  inference  is  perfectly  hir, 
when  I  declare  that  it  is  a  doctrine  which  only  suits  the 
calm  of  despotism.  It  is  the  maxim  of  despots,  that  the 
People  should  never  inquire  into  the  concerns  of  Go- 
vernment. Those  who  have  enslaved  mankind,  from  Ck- 
sar  to. Bonaparte,  have  always  endeavored,  by  present- 
ing th£m  with  amusements,  and  by  every  other  means 
in  their  power,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  People  from 
the  conduct  of  their  rulers.  I  therefore  dilTer,  Mo  ecebt 
from  my  colleague,  upon  this  point.  If  the  resoluliona 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CniLToif]  shall 
have  the  effect  of  more  earnestly  and  more  closely  direct- 
ing (hi  attention  of  the  People  to  the  concerns  of  the 
Government,  the  result  will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the 
Government  has  been  administered  upon  correct  princi- 
ples, an  intelligent  People  will  do  justice  to  their  rulers ; 
if  not,  they  wtU  take  cftre  that  every  abuse  shall  be  cor- 
rected. 

Hy  colleague  used  an  argument,  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  present  Administration,  which  I  should  not 
have  expected  from  that  quarter.  He  has  stated,  that, 
since  the  year  1816,  the  national  debt  had  been  reduced, 
from  126  to  66  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true  t  and 
from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one  who  was  igno- 
Kint  of  the  subject  might  be  induced  to  believe,  that  a 
large  portion  oi  Uiis  reduction  may  be  fairly  attributed  to 
the  present  A.dministration.  He  evidently  endeavored 
to  make  this  impression  upon  the  House. 

I  would  ask  the  gentleman  what  agency  had  the  pre- 
sent Administration — nay,  what  agency  could  they  possi- 
bly have  iiad.  in  the  retluction  of  the  public  debt  i  Are 
they  entitled  to  the  least  credit  upon  that  account  ?  Cer-- 
tainly  not  It  was  a  subject  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
troL  The  laws  which  brought  Uie  re(%nue  into  the 
Treasury,  out'  of  which  Uie  debt  was  paid,  existed  long 
before  tliey  came  into  existence.  Commerce  wafted  in- 
to our  ports  wealth  from  all  nations,  aoii  the  duties  which 
Were  collected  on  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise, 
they  were  bound  to'  apply  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
demands  which  existed  against  the  country.  The  Adtnin- 
istntion  only  (hd  that,  which  they  could  not  have  avoid- 
ed doing.  The  utoney  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  ami  they  applied  that  portion  of  it  which 
they  were  bound  by  kw  to  apply,  to  tlie  extinguibbtnent 
of  the  public  debt.  1  have  hitherto  admitted,  that  they 
applied  it  fair^.  The  ancient  British  monarch,  who,  to 
show  his  People  the  impotence  of  human  power,  com- 
manded lite  tides  of  the  iKsean  not  to  flow,  had  no  more 
authority  dver  the  laws  of  nature,  than  the  present  Ad- 
ministration could  have  had,  in  preventing  the  tide  <^ 
wealth,  out  of  which  the  public  debt  has  been  reduced, 
from  flowing  into  the  country.  Men  can  nevec  be  enti* 
tied  to  credit  for  doing  that  which  they  could  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  bestow  upon,  the  present  Administration,  for 
paying  the  national  debt,  is  certainly  not  their  due. 

It  IS  true  that,  in  times  like  the  present,  the  KepubUe 
is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the  clouds  of  adversity 
are  lowering  over  the  eountry,  and  wheri  direct  taxation 
become!  neeessaty  for  the  support  of  the  Oerernment, 
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the  People  are  watchful  tiu]  jealous,  and  vill  then  attend 
itrictljr  to  their  own  concerns.  It  u  in  the  lialcyon  Am 
of  peace  und  prosperity,  when  the  jealousy  of  the  Peo|ue 
slumbeft,  that  abuses  are  most  likely  to  steal  into  the  ad> 
ministration  of  your  Govntiment.  I  cKai^  not  the  pre* 
sent  Administration  withctHtuptiim;  but  I  do  most  solemnly 
believe,  U)st  several  of  their  measures  have  bada  strong 
tendency  townrtlB  it.  1  thank  Heaven  that,  ir)  these  days, 
a  **  Military  Chieftain"  haaarisen,  whoie  iiaiae  is  fiimiiiar 
to  the  lips  of  eren  the  most  humble  eitiien  of  this  coun- 
try, because  his  services  live  in  their  hearts,  who  will  be 
able,  by  tiie  suflrai^B  of  the  People,  to  wrest  the  power 
of  ibis  Government  from  the  hands  of  its  preseat  posses- 
sors. No  one  else  could,  at  this  time,  have  successfully 
opposed  the  irameMe  patronage  and  power  of  the  Admin- 
istration. 

I  think  I  hav«  shown,  that  the  present  Administration 
have  not  the  least  chum  to  merit,  f'r  the  payment  of  the 
puhUc  debt.  It  ia  a  claim  which  hsj  no  fmindatioti  upon 
whidi  to  rest.  It  is  one  of  Uie  splendid  j^neralities  tu 
wbieti  my  colleague  has  resorted,  which,  when  you  come 
to  examine  minutely,  vanishes  from  the  (ouch. 

I  shall  now  leave  my  colleague  from  Pennoxtvama,  but 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  him,  af^er  1  shall  have 
disposed  of  some  of  the  argtlments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  ETEitxTT.]  Befhr^  hoWeverl'com- 
mence  my  reply  to  that  gentleman,  I  b^  leave  to  make 
a  few  observations  upon  the  last  Presidential  election.  I 
shall  purposely  pass  over  every  charge  which  lias  been 
made,  tliat  it  was  Bccomplished  by  bargain  and  sale,  or 
by  actual  comiption.  If  that  were  the  case,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  Act  y  and  shall  therefore  say  nothing 
about  it.  I  diall  argue  this  question  as  though  no  such 
charges  had  ever  been  made.  So  fw  as  it  regards  the 
condoct  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
pursue,  »t  the  approaching  election,  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Vii^ia,  [Mr.  Ravsova] 
(I  cannot  with  propriety  call  him  my  friend,)  that  it  can 
make  no  difference  whether  a  bai^in  existed  or  not. 
Nay,  in  some  aspects  in  which  the  subject  may  be  view- 
ed, the  danger  to  tlie  People  would  be  the  greater,  If  no 
comiption  had  existed.  'It  is  true,  that  thU circumstance 
ought  greatly  to  influence  our  individaal  opinions  of  ttia 
men  who  now  wield  the  destinies  of  the  Depublfc  \  but 
yet  the  precedent  would  be  at  least  equally  dangerous, 
m  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  If  flagrant  aiid  gross 
eomiptioH  had  existed,  every  honest  man  would  start 
from  it  with  instinctive  horror,  and  the  People  would  in- 
dignantly burl  those  men  fivm  the  seats  of  power,  who 
had  thus  betrayed  their  dearest  interests.  If  the  eleciiob 
were  pure,  there  ia,  therefore,  the  greater  danger  ia  the 
precedent.  1  believe,  in  my  soul,  that  the  )Hecedent 
which  was  established  at  the  last  Presidential,  election, 
ought  to  be  reversed  by  tlie  People,  and  tliia  is  one  of 
my  principal  reasons  for  opposing  the  re-election  of  the 
present  Chief  Msgistrate. 

I.^t  us  examine  tltis  subj^t  more  claaely.  General 
Jackson  wa*  returned  by  tlie  People  of  this  country  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  pUiraJity  of  electo- 
ral votes.  Tlie  distinguished  individual  who  is  now  the 
Secretary  of  State,  was  tlien  the  Speaker  of  tliia  House. 
It  is  perKctly  well  known,  that,  without  his  vole  and  in- 
fluence, Mr.  Adama  cituld  not  have  been  elected  Presi- 
dent. After  the  election,  we  beheld  tliat  dislingtiished 
individual,  and  no  man  in  the  United  States  witnessed  the 
spectacle  with  more  regret  than  I  did,  descending— yes, 
air,  1  say  descending — fhim  tlifj- elevated  station  whlcli 
ou  now  occupy,  into  the  ci^inet_pf  the  president  whom 

le  had  elected.  '< ' 

"  Quantum  mvtattu  in*." 

In  the  midnight  of  danger,  dtiring^the  darkest  period 
of  the  late  war,  '*  his  thrilling  tR)mp  had  ch%ere<l  the 
land.**  Althou^  among  the  great  men  of  that  day  there 


was  no  acknowledged  leadec  npon  this  floor,  yet  I  have 
been  informed,  upon  the  best  authority,  that  he  was 
'*  jrrimm  inter  paret.*'  I  did' wish,  (t  a  fhture  time*  tft 
see  him  elevated  still  higher.  I  am  one  of  the  last  men 
in  the  country  who  could  triumph  over  his  fallen  fortunes. 
Should  he  ever  return  to  what  I  believe  to  be  correct  po- 
litical principles,  I  shall  willingly  fight  in  the  same  niilc* 
with  him  aa  a  companion — 'nay,  after  a  diort  pn^tatioii, 
I  ahouTd  wilfingly  acknowledge  him  as  a  leailer.  What 
brilliant  prospects  hat  that  man  not  sacrificed  ! 

Thii  precedent,  riiould  it  be  eonflrmed  by  the  Feo^ 
at  the  neit  election,  wifl  be  one  ot  meat  dan^roas  cha- 
racter to  the  Republic.  The  election  of  President  must, 
I  fear,  often  devolve  upon  this  House.  We  have  but  Bl- 
tle  reason  to  expect,  that  any  amendment,  in  relation  to 
this  subjec',  will  be  made  to  the  Constitution  in  our  day* 
There  are  so  many  conflicting  interests  to  reconcile,  ib 
many  powcia  to  bahnce,  that,  when  we  consider  the 
hrge  tatjanty  in  each  Iwanch  of  Congreaa^  and  the  toB 
larger  majority  of  States,  required  to  ameftd  the  Coaati- 
tution,  the  prospect  of  any  change  is  almost  hopeless. 
1  believe  it  will  long  remain  j«st  as  H  is.  ^^bat  an  M- 
ample,  then,  will  this  precedent,  in  the  pure  age  of  Uft 
Kepublic,  present  to  future  tinws  !  The  People  owe  A 
to  themselves,  if  the  election  must  devolve  upon  this 
Boitae,  never  to  sanction  the  prindple  that  one  of  its 
memben  may  accept,  from  the  person  whom  be  h» 
elected,  any  high  office,  much  Ifss  the  bi«he«  i»  his  gift. 
Such  a  principle,  if  once  established,  mast,  in  the  end» 
destroy  the  purity  of  this  House,  and  convert  it  into  a 
corrupt  electwal  conclave.  If  the  individual  to  whom  1 
have  alluded,  could  elect  a  President,  and  receive  from 
him  the  office  of  SecreW  of  SUte,  from  the  purest  mo~ 
lives,  other  men  may,  and  hereafter  will,  jtwm  the  Mme 
policy,  from  the  moat  cuvrupt.  "  If  tliey  do  these  things 
in  the  green  tree^  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry  r  Tiua. 
precedent  wiH  become  a  cover,  under  which  figure  bar- 
gains and  corrupt  combinationa  will  be  sanctioned;  ui^ 
der  which  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  wM  be  sacrificed 
to  its  letter. 

I  shall  now,  Mr.  Speaker^  enter  upon  a  more  partcu- 
iar  reply  to  the  aigtmienU  of  the  gentleman  from  hmu- 
chusetts,  [Mr.  EvaaxTr,]  I  wisli  I  were  able  to  {<Mowt 
the  example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rxs- 
bolth]  and  to  take  the  general  and  comprelicnaive  view*  . 
of  political  subjects,  which  he  recommended.  As  1  can- 
not pursue  that  course,  I  must  enter  into  detail,  and  make 
such  a  speech  as  he  would  attribute  to  a  lawyer. 

What  was  the  first  imptvUnt  act  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministr^lion  >  No,  net  tlie  fii^,  hut  tt»e  first  after  that 
meas^  winch  certainly  partook  much-  more  of  the  spirit 
of  the  "  Statesman  of  40  years,"  who  had  been  bred  m 
foreign  courts,  than  that  of  the  plain  simple  American 
Republican.  The  President  claimed  the  power,  andinae 
courtesy  prevented  lum  ftom  exerdwng  it,  of  comoiu- 
sioning  miiusters  to  attend  the  Congpesp.  of  Panama,  witl^ 
out  "(he  advice  and  consent  of  tl»e  Senate,"  My  ftiend 
fVom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cassox)  was»  in  my  opinion* 
correct,  when  he  dvclared,  that  one  of  the  first  im- 
portant acta  of  the  President  had  been,  to  claim  a  pow- 
er ill  direct  viohtion  of  the  ConstiUition.  That  instru* 
ment  declarea,  that  the  PresiHent  dtall  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advite  and  consent  of  the.  Senate,  d»aJl 
appoint,  ambasoadors,  other  puUMo  miiusters,  and  cop- 
suls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  ofltcers 
of  the  United  States,  whose  appoi«tmenu  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  establtahed 
by  law."  Hiisisa  clear,  plain  provision.  Upon  what 
authority,  then,  did  the '  President  claim  the  right  to 
send  Ministen  to  this  Congress,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Senate  ?  The  gentleman  from  Hassachuaetta  (Mr- 
Bvxbstt]  has  answered  the  question,  and  liai  iwtuned 
this  claim  of  power,  by  a  nw«t  novel  argWDCUt,  He 
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hu  read  to  ua  the  act  of  Conffreaa,  of  July  1,  1790, 
wbich  provide!,  "  that  the  Preaident  of  tlie  CTiuteil  SUt» 
•hall  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  autliorizcd  to  draw  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  a  mm  not  exceeding  forty 
Aouiaml  doIlara»  annually^  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
•rwng  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the 
support  of  such  persons  as  he  shall  commisston  to  serve 
the  United  States  in  fur*!^  parts,  and  for  the  expense 
incident  to  tJie  business  in  which  they  may  be  employ- 
ed." How  commission'  Without  the  o^ioe  and  con< 
sent  of  the  Senate  *  Certainly  not  i  unless  you  can  sup- 
pose that  the  very  first  Congress  under  the  Constitution, 
deliberately  intended  to  destroy  the  power  which  the 
Constitution  bad  wisely  confc^rred  upon  the  Senate.- 
The  knniage  of  the  act  of  Con^ss  is  perfectly  consis- 
tent with  the  power  of  the  Senate  ;  because  tfie  Presi- 
dent doct,  in  fact,  always  commisnon  public  Hiniaters 
sjid  other  officers  of  the  Government,  after  the  Senate 
tiave  advised  and  consented  to  their  appointment.  This 
phraseology  was  continued,  in  the  several  acts  provi<ling 
the  nwans  of  tntereonrse  between  the  United  States 
and  fbreign  nationi^  until  the  year  1800,  .  when  the  act  of 
the  19th  of  March,  1798,  the  last  in  which  it  had  been 
used,'  was  suffered  to  expire.  Since  that  time,  no  such 
expresrion  has  ever  been  introduced  into  any  of  the  Mib- 
■equent  acts.  And  yet  this  phrase,  which  had  been  em- 
ptied in  acta  that  have  loi^  ceaaed  to  exist,  was  laid 
Dold  of  by  the  Prewdent  to  justify  this  extraordinary  claim 
of  power.  Whilst  it  affords  no  ground  for  hia  justification, 
it  shows  how  desirous  men  in  power  are  to  lay  hold  of 
eveiy  pretext,  no  matter  how  trifling,  to  extend  their  au- 
thority, 'litis  is  a  law  of  nature,  which  can  never  be 
aboli^ed  by  any  law  man.  It  proves,  concluuvely, 
the  wisdom  and  the  necessity  ofwatching  over  our  rulers, 
with  a  jealous  eye. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  assail  another  position  of  the 
gentleman  fl^m  Haasachusetts,  [Mr.  KTHWrr.]  He  ar- 
gued against  including  in  the  resolutions  befiwe  the  House 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  Intercourse.  The 
gentleman  ihalcea  liis  head.  He  certainly  did  say,  tiiat  it 
looked  like  trenching  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. The  gentleman  believes  that  the  expendUure 
of  the  contingent  fund  fior  l^ign  intercoufrse,  is  a  promi- 
nent pfrint  before  the  Houae .  I  think  so  too. 

The  applieaHon  of  this  entire  fiind  is  left  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  Executive,  and  is  to  be  accounted  for  at 
the  Treasury,  in  a  two-fuld  manner.  It  ia  his  duty  to  ac- 
count specially,  and  produce  regular  vouchers,  **  in  all 
instances^  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his 
mdgment,  be  made  public."  When  that  is  not  the  case, 
ne  settles  the  accnunt,  "  by  making  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  t^such  expenditures  as  he  may  tliink  it  advisable 
not  to  specify.*^  This  last  is  CkUed  the  secret  service  mo- 
n^.  This  is  the  dtstinetion  between  tlie  two  portions  of 
the  fund.  It  is  neceuary  for  the  good  of  the  People,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  secret  service  money  is  expend- 
ed, -should  not  be  made  public-  If  the  names  of  those 
persons  to  whom  it  is  given  were  not  kept  secret,  the  Oo- 
vemment,  in  times  of  peril,  might  be  prevented  frcnn  get 
ting  important  information,  wliich  thev  could  otherwiae 
obtain.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  give  me  the  Adnrimstration 
which  requires  but  litUe  secret  service  mon^,  especially 
in  time  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
none  is  then  necessary.  A  Rtpablican  Government  oug^t 
to  be  open  in  ita  conduct,  and  have  as  kw  secrets  as  poa- 
sible.  Upon  one  occauon,  Jefferson  returned  the  entire 
contingent  fsnd,  which  had  been  appropriated  for  fbreign 
intercourse,  untouched.  I  am  juat  mfbrmed  by  the  gen. 
tleman  fWim  Virpnia,  [Mr.  Bakaokm]  that  Washington 
did  the  same,  llieae  are  examples  well  worthy  of  imita- 
tion in  our  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  know  the  manner  in  which  the  present 
Administration  bare  applied  the  secret  seirice  money.  I 


shall  never  knowingly  invade  a  single  right  whieh  be* 
longs  to  the  Executive.  These  reaoludons  ctmtun  no 
such  principle  {  but  one  great  reason,  why  they  have 
found  any  favor  ta  my  e^ea,  la,  that  1  wish  to  aaoertain 
the  aggref^te  amount,  not  the  items,, of  the  secret  serricie 
money  which  lias  been  expended  since  the  present  Ad. 
mtnislratfon  cune  into  power,  and  t  wish  to  haveaspedal 
account  laid  before  this  House,  of  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  residue  of  the  conlinKent  fiind  for  fbreign  intemootae 
has  been  expended.  This  will  be  an  invasion  of  no  pre* 
rogative  which  belongs  to  the  President 

I  now  approash  the  main  argument  of  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Hr.  ErxuTT)  and  in  the  com- 
mencement, I  shall  by  down  a  porition  broadly,  which  I 
believe  I  shidt  be  able* to  prove  conoluriTcly— 4hat  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
f9000,  whibt  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  ^rect  and  pal- 
pable viohition  of  a  law  of  the  United  States «  and  that  at 
thia  da)^  he  retains  in  his  pocket  one  half  of  that  sum,  in 
opposition  to  the  declared  opinion  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stateib  Ifl  ahall  not  establirii  thin  proporitioi^  I 
have  never  been  more  mistaken  in  my  tifb. 

In  relation  to  outfits  to  be  granted  to  public  Minister^ 
all  the  acta  of  Congress  which  preceded  that  of  the  1st 
May,  1810,  spoke  the  same  language.  The  gentleman 
(mm  HBSsacbtisetta  [Mr.  Ktivbtt]  gave  ua  an  historical 
sketch  of  these  laws  i  but,  as  tttey  are  alt  the  same  in  re- 
gard to  the  question  I  am  now  about  to  argue,  I  dwU  only' 
refer  to  the  act  of  the  10th  Hay,  1800.  It  was  that  act, 
which  ascertained  the  compensation  of  public  Mtt^sters, 
from  ita  date,  until  it  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  1st  May, 
1810.   I  siiall  read  ita  first  section. 

*'Be  it  enacted,  Ue.  That  exchtsive  of  an  outfit,  which 
aliall,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  year's  salary 
to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Chaif^i  des  Affaires, 
to  whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  Ins  services 
and  expenses  :  nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same,  than  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Charg^dea 
Affaires  i  nor  a  g^reatersum  for  the  same  than  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fiffy  dolbui  per  annum  to  the 
Secretidy  of  any  Minister  PIcnipotentiaiy.** 

From  the  orign  of  the  government,  until  the  year 
1 810,  the  Prendent  cleariy  had  the  ri|^t  to  allow  an  out- 
fit to  s  Hiniater,  whom  he  might  Atnk  proper  to  transfer 
from  one  European  Court  to  another.  The  lai^uage  of 
the  act  of  1800,  and  of  the  previous  acts,  is  general  and 
indefinite.  Whether  they  would  have  justified  him  in 
making  such  an  allowance,  to  a  Minister  whom  he  might 
have  employed  upon  a  new  miarioo,  the  fiinotions  of 
which  were  to  be  exercised  at  the  Court  where  he  te- 
nded, is  a  question  upon  whieh  I  sbaU  express  no  opin- 
ion. 

Tlie  act  of  1810  limited  th*genetal  langua^  of  that  of 
1800,  and  confined  tlie  discretion  of  the  President,  in  the 
allowance  of  outfits,  to  the  case  of  a  Minister  **  on  going 
froqi  the  United  States  to  an^  foreign  countiy  .**  The  fint 
section  of  that  act,  after  fixing  the  annual  compensation 
of  fbreign  Ministers,  Charges,  and  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, contalhs  the  following  enactment :  **  Provided,  it 
ahall  be  lawfiil  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
idlow  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Charge  .des  Af- 
faires, on  gmng  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
country,  ah  outfit,  which  shall. in  no  ease  exceed  one 
year's  fljU  salary  of  aueh  Minister  or  Chaig^  des  Affairea." 
This  ac^  in  express  terms,  limits  tlie  ^neral  expreanons 
of  former  laws.  It  authorizes  the  Prendcnt  to  allow  an 
outfit  to  every  pubKe  Minister,  upou'his  first  appointment, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  him  abroad.  After  he  has 
received  one  outfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  United  States 
to  die  Gorethment  to  widdi  be  has  been  sent,  in  tase  he 
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HhouM  be  tranirerred  from  it  to  another  aoveinmenJ*  the 
President,  since  tlie  set  of  1810,  Iiu  niA  liad  the  power 
of  allowing  him  a  second  outfit. 

I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Maisschusetts  [Mr. 
KtkbsttJ  cited  the  cases  which  he  haa  done,  of  the  al- 
lowance of  outfits  to  Ministers,  by  tjie  Executive,  upon 
tranfiferring  thcni  from  one  European  court  to  another.  If 
the  gentleman  had  net  done  so,  vre  miglit  have  been  at  m 
Ion  to  account  for  the  change  of  phraseology  in  the  act  of 
-1810,  and  the  diflerence  between  it,  and  all  former  acts 
upon  the  same  subject.  Tiie  case  of  the  outfit  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  upon  his  transfer  from  England  to  France,  and  all 
the  other  cases  brought  into  the  view  of  the  House  by 
the  gentleman,  were  determined,  under  former  laws 
whicTi  clearly  gave  to  the  Prendent  power  over  the  ques- 
lion.  These  eases  are  authorities  against  the  gentleman; 
because  they  conclusively  show  the  reason  which  guided 
the  Legislature,  in  1810,  in  changing  the  law,  and  in  limit- 
ing the  power  of  the  President,  in  the  allowance  of  out- 
fits to  the  case  of  Ministers,  on  their  departure  from  the 
.  United  States  to  a  foreign  country.  '  ^ 

1  may  be  asked,  did  Congress  mean  to  declare,  that  no 
outfit  should  e%-er  be  allowed  upon  the  transfer  of  a  Hin< 
ister  from'one  Court  to  Another  (  I  answer,  by  no  means. 
They  intended  to  reserve  .to  themselva  the  power  of  de- 
ciding, in  each  particular  case,  whether  any  new  outfit 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and,  if  so,  what  should  oe  its  amount. 
If  a  Minister  should  be  transferred  from  one  extremity  of 
Europe  to  another — from  Lisbon  to  St.  Petersbui^h, 
new  outfit  of  %  9000  might  be  necesMry.  But,  in  the  case 
of  a  trnnafer  from  Lisbon  to  Madrid,  there  might  be  no 
occasion  for  any  new  outfit  ;  and,  if  there  were,  the  one 
half  of  a  ftill  outfit,  or  even  less,  would  probably  be  suf- 
ficient. The  present  Administration,  in  the  estimates 
which  they  submitted  to  this  House,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  asked  a  second  outfit  of  (9000  tor  our  Minister 
at  Mexico,  because  they  intended  to  transfer  him  from 
the  City  of  Mexico  to  I'acubaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight 
or  nine  milesr  Although  1  did  not  think  it  proper  to  al- 
low a  full  outfit,  in  such  a  case,  yet  I  waa  gliid  that  the 
re<|uest  had-been  made  ;  because  it  sliowed,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive were  returning  to  a  correct  construction  of  the 
law,  in  relation  to  this  subject.  It  shoVed  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  unwilling  to  follow  the  jirecedents  which  exist- 
ed heretofore,  upon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister  from  one 
court  tu  nnotheri  oV  otherwise  he  would  have  allowed  him 
anouifit,  withcutfonsuIlingCongress. 

In  my  judgment,  the  act  of  1810  is  so  plain,  tliat  he 
who  rans  may  read.  It  is  a  universal  rule  of  construction, 
that  when  a  law  delegates  a  special  power  to  an  indi- 
vidual, and  confines  its  exercise  to  a  partieidur  case, 
that  it  necessarily  excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power,  over  all  other  cases.  The  act  of  Congress 
gave  to  the  Preudent  the  special  power  of  allowing  an 
outfit  to  a  Minister,  when  he  was  leaving  the  United 
States  and  going  to  a  foreign  country  ;  but  yet,  that  act 
has  received  auch  a  consiructiuji.that  the  Executive  have 
claimed  and  exercised  the  power  of  allowing  outfits,  in  all 
cases,  without  limitation,  and  without  restraint.  Tor  this 
purpose,  the  contingent  fund  is  used,  in  vioktion  of  the 
law. 

It  will  not  only  be  curiuus,  but  tnatruciiye,  to  mark  tlie 
gradual  progress  of  tbe  Executive,  until  at  length  they 
repealed  the  act  of  1810.  In  the-fnonth  of  April*  1813, 
the  present  President,  then  being  our  resident  Minister 
ut  ItuEsia,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraordinary', 
under  the  juint  commission,  to  treat  with  England.  As 
this  commission  owed  its  origin  to  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russiu,  tlie  scat  of  the  negotiation  was  to  be 
at  St.  Petersbni^h.  A  short  time  after  the  appointment, 
Mr.  Monroe  then  Secretary  of  State,  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Adams,  i9000,afu)l  outfit!  althouRb,  at  the  time,  it  was 
not  cfmtemplated  ibat  Mr.  Adams  Should  change  his  re- 


sidence. The  Hooae  willf  tlierefore  observe,  that  thi* 
was  not  even  the  case  of  a  transfer  from  one  coart  to 
another ;  but  it  was  the  allowance  of  a  full  second  outfit 
to  the  same  Minister,  while  he  continued  at  the  same 
court.  The  then  President,  when  he  directed  the  money 
to  be  sent,  no  doubt  expected  that  Congress  would  sanc- 
tion his  conduct.  Acccwdiiwly*  we  find  that  an  appro- 
priation was  asked  t<t  cover  this  outfit.  The  question  wss 
then  bronght  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  their  determination,  and  was  delibentely  decided. 
A  legislative  construction  waa  given  in  August*  1816,  to 
the  act  of  1810,  i^nst  this  outfit ;  but  Caiigren,  exercts* 
ing  a  libera)  discretion,  allowed  Mr.  Adams  |4,500  instcKl 
of  #9,000. 

Sometime  after  this  determination  of  the  question,  (too 
long,  perhaps,)  on  the  23d  June,  1814,  Mr.  Honrtie  wrote 
to  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  following  words  :  "  It  ia  rteeessary 
to  apprize  you,  that,  althongh  a  full  outfit  waa  transnutled 
to  you  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  allowed  you 
by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of  the  extra  mission  at 
St.  Petersbui^li,  yet  the  Legislature,  on  a  reference  of 
the  subject  tu  them,  for  an  appropriation,  decided  the 
principle  by  the  amount  appropriated,  and  the  discosnoo 
which  took  place  at  the  time,  that  half  an  outfit  only 
could  be  allowed  to  a  Minister,  under  cireumatanees  ap- 
jilici^le  to  yuur  case.  In  your  drafta  on  the  banken,  ami 
in  your  future  accounts,  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep 
this  deduction  in  view."  After  tlie  prcKnt  Preudent 
had  thus  discovered,  that  the  money  was  sent  to  him  by 
mistake,  did  he  submit  tu  the  decision  of  Congress  ?  iio, 
sir.  Although,  witliiii  the  period  of  eight  yean^  before 
his  return  to  this  couiitiy,  he  had  received  tllJ,COO 
from  this  "  penurious  'Government  yet-  he  stiU 
continued  to  persist  in  retaining  the  whole  outfit  in  bis 
pocket.  Congress  gave  a  construction  to  their  own  law. 
Thev  believed  it  had  been  violated,  when  an  outfit 
of  $  9,000  was  Bent  by  the  President  (u  Mr.  Adams  ;  yet 
they  liberally  allowed  him  $^500.  Instead  of  acceptii^ 
that  sum  with  gratitude,  lie  mode  a  eomplanit  aglinit  this 
**  penurious  Government,"  and  denied  the  ripht  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Union  to interfere.  He  declared  "(hat 
the  principle  which  Congress  would  settle,  by  an  ultimate 
refufU  to  ntloft  the  appropriation,  could  be  no  other 
than  a  principle  to  confiscate,  'without  any  alleged  of- 
fence."., 

-   1'he  next  year,  however,  conveyed  him  good  tidings 
from  thia  country.   On  tlie  19th  itovember,  1815,  Mr. 
Monroe  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  marked  "  private," 
from  which  the  following  is  at^  extract.    "It  was  doubt* 
ed  whether  the  inhibition  of  a  greater  sum  than  one  yeai^ 
salary  as  an  outfit,  contained  in  the  tcRns  on  going  from 
the  United  States,  might  not  be  construed,  as  precluding 
an  allowance  by  way  of  outfit,  to  any  Minister  who 
did  not  go  from  the  Umted  Suies.    Mr.  Erring**  ap-~ 
pointment  to  Spain  involved  the  same  question.    It  wss 
wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  deliberate  connde- 
ration,  than  could  be  bestowed  on  it,  when  the  letter  of 
March  15th  was  written  to  you.    I  have  now  the  satisfac- 
tion to  inform  you,  that  the  subject  has  been  maturely 
weighed,  and  that  the  result  has  been  in  favor  of  the 
outfit,  on  the  -principle  tiiat  tiiose  rcatriciive  terms,  if 
applicable  tu  Ministers  already  in  Europe,  are  no  fur- 
ther so,  than  to  confine  the  allowanee  to  thbm,  within 
the  same  limit."   This  lettr1*communicated  to  him  llial 
construction  of  the  Executive  Department,  which,  nnce 
it  was  made,  has  entirely  repealed  in  practice  the  lintiu- 
tion  upon  the  allowance  of  outfits,  contained  in  tlte  act  of 
1810,  and  seciin  d  to  him  hia  full  outfit,  in  opposttiun  to 
the  will  of  the  Legislature,  which  liad  been  clearly  cx- 
presfed  iu  1813.    From  1810  till  November,  1815,  this 
act  was  obeyed  both  in  its  letter  and  in  iU  spirit.  Ifiw, 
and  not  till  then,  did  it  sink  undn  Executive  construc- 
tion. 
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The  accounts  of  Mr.  Adams  continaed  unsettled  at  the 
Treasury,  a  balance  appearing  against  him,  until  after  the 
pavage  of  the  generu' appropriation  bill,  in  April,  1833. 
That  act  provlaed  *'tbat  no  money  appropriated  by  the 
nid  met,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  hit  compensa- 
lion,  who  Is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until  such 
penon  •^laH  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury-, all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable."  In  conse- 
quence of  Uie  existence  of  this  saluiary  provision,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  IVeasury  refluetl  to  pay  Mr.  Adams 
his  salary  as  Secretary  of  State,  until  his  account,  avaFor- 
eif^  Minister,  should  be  liqttidated.  He  appealed  from 
thlb  decwon  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  President,  and,  in 
iuppert  of  his  appeal,  cited  the  private  letter  which  Mr. 
Monroe,  -when  Secretary  of  State,  had  wriiten  to  liim 
in  November,  1815,  as  conclusive  of  the  question.  In 
this  appeal,  he  says,  *'  that  the  PresidenJ  was  authorized, 
by  the  first  section  of  Uie  a<;t  of  Congress,  of  1st  May, 
ISlOy  to  make  this  allowance*  cannot  be  'queationeil* 
under  the  construction  which  has  uniformly  'been- 
f^ven  to  it,  a  construction  applied  upon  full  detibera< 
(ion  and  advisement,  and  which  has  been  admitted  in 
other  cases  upon  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the 
Treaatiry.  For  this  construction,  I  refer  to  the  copy  of 
t  our  letter  of  the  19th  November,  1815,  herewith  sub* 
iniUcd." 

This  subject  was  referred,  by  the  President,  to  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States,  and  the  construc- 
tion which  had  been  placed  upon  the  act  ofCongrcssi  by 
the  Adminiatration,  in  1815,  w<as  fully  sustained,  in  the 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.  In  his  opinion,  dated 
June  JUi,  1823,  he  declares,  that  the  question  of  outfit  is 
Ipven  to  the  President  txdunrely,  aiid  without  limit*  mtt 
xmly  be  is  not  to  exceed  a  wheleyear'a  aalary.V  And  thii% 
sir,  you  perceive  in  vt  hat  manner  a  law,  whicli,  in  express 
terms,  limited  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  allowance  of  outfits,  to  Ministers  **  on  gouig 
from  the  Uuited  States  to  a  toreign  country,"  has  be- 
come unlimited  {  and  how  the  exclusive  power  over  the 
question  of  outfit  has  been  conferred  upon  the  President. 
Xotwitltstanding  this  high  authority,  however.  I  think 
I  ba\'e  maintained  my  proposition,  and  established,  CDit- 
clusively,  that  Mg  Adams  now  retains  iit  his  pocket 
^,500,  in  violation  off  the  act  of  1810  and  tn  violation  of 
the  solemn  legislative  construction  which  it  received,  in 
1813. 

But,  lays  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
£vBiUTT,J  even  if  there  were  any  thing  wrong  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  A^m%  he  is  not  to  blame, 
lie  did  not  interfere— he  left  all  these  matters  to  the  ac- 
coiintiog  officers  of  the  l*reasury.  Is  this  the  fuct }  Did 
he  not  receive  the  money,  and  does  he  not  still  retain 
it  *  Did  he  not  refuse  to  refund  it,  when  it  was  demand- 
ed by  the  Comptroller  '  Did  he  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
cis-oii  of  that  officer,  to  the. President  of  the  United 
States  ?  And  was  not  uis  refusal  to  comply  with  the  de- 
cision of  Congress,  the  cause  wby  ttie  act  of  1810  has  re- 
ceived that  eunstniction,  which  has  given  to  the  Presi' 
dent  *'  exchisivclyf  and  without  limit,"  the  power  over 
outfits  > 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact,  which  1  wish  to  put  right, 
before  I  proceed  further.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  account, 
OH  the  SOth  June,  1814,  char:ged  the  sum  <tf  ^886  86^  the 
expenses  of  a  journey  from  St.  Peteraburgli  to  Ghent.  It 
la  but  just  to  him  to  say,  that  he  had  Wtt  his  family  be- 
hind him',  St  St.  Petersburgh,  He  never  did  return  from 
Ghent  to  St.  Petersbui^h  ;  but,  yet,  there  was  allowed  to 
liim  tlie  sum  of  9885  86,  fur  his  expenses  in  returning 
to  that  capital.  This  is  what  has  been  so  otlen called  his 
constructive  journey.  The  construction,  however,  did 
not  eml  here.  After  this  allowance  bad  been  m^de,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  travelling  expenses  of  Mr.  Bay- 
ard and  Mr.Gallatin,  Irom  St.  Petenbui^h  to  London,  and 


from  thence  to  Ghent,  amounted,  for  each,  to  the  sum  of 
$  1,556  54.  Their  journey  was  accompli^ied  diiefly  by 
land.  In  the  final  aettlement  of  the  account  of  Mr. 
Adams,  instead  of  f  886  86,  which  bad^been  at  ftrst  al^ 
lowed  to  him  for  the  expense  of  a  journey  wtfleh  he 
ttever  made,  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  1 1,556  54.  The 
reason  for  this  change,  wh'ch  is  spread  upon  the  fiice  of 
the  account  itself,  is,  that  he  was  at- first  allowed  but 
$686  86,  "under  an  impression  that  the  same  sumy 
charged  by  him  for  the  journey  tnan  St  Peterabuii^  tot 
Ghent,  would  be  equal  to  the  expenses  of  his  return,  but 
which  now  appears,  would  not  nave  been  the  case,  as 
that  journey  was  made  chiefly  by  water*  but  his  return 
must  have  been  by  land,  and  by  the  same  route  as  Uiat 
taken  by  Hesffs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard,  and  equally  ex- 
pensive." 

These  are  the  facts.  I  shall  not  argue  this  point,  but 
will  leave  it  to  my  colleague  and  friend  from  PeunMrlva. 
nia,  [Ur.  Ixenai^  and  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 

I  do  not  say  that  some  allowance  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  to  Mr.  Adanis,  under  the  peculiar  circunutances  of 
the  caaob  One  thing,  however,  is  certain ;  that  he  did 
receive  $  1,556  54,  for  the  ei^nses  of  a  journey  which 
he  never  made  ;  because  iie  never  did  return  from  Ghent 
to  St.  Petersburgh. 

CHere  Mr.  KANDOLPH  asked  Mr.  BocuxaR  to  de- 
fine what  was  a  constructive  journey.? 

Mr.  D.  said,  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  ne  cannot  define  It  Umself, 
no  man  in  this  Hotise  can. 

Hut,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cluisetis,  [Mr.  KvsaaTTl  that  precedents  sanction  the 
^lowance  of  the  oiitfit-to  Mr.  Adaina.  X  admit  there  have 
been  precedents  in  abiuidance  since  1815  i '  but  it  i* 
against  this  very  doctrine  of  ".safe  precedent^"  that  I 
am  now  contending.  On  the  fourth  of  14arcli  next,  it 
will  he  seven  and  twenty  yeara  since  the  inauguration  of 
Mr.  JffTernon.  What  has  been  our  history  ever  since  ? 
Each  President  has  nominated  his  successor,  as  regularly 
as  though  the  Constitution  conferred  upon  him  that  pow 
er.  'During  this  period,  each  President  has  been  odled 
upon  to  sanction  that  which  he  had  done  as  Secretary  «f 
Stale.  The  line  of- "safe  precedents"  has  been  unbro- 
ken,  and  the  first  office  in  the  world  has  pass?^  as  regu- 
gularly  to  eadi  succeeding  Secretary  of  State,  as  the  im- 
perial crown  ever  descended  from  father  lo  son.  How 

II  it  .pos^ble  that  abuses  can  ever  be  coiTCCted,  under 
such  circumstances  ?  A  trifling  departure  from  tlie  Uw 
to-day,  becomes  a  precedent  wr  a  greater  violation  to. 
murroy;  and  whilst  power  continues  to  flow  in  one  un> 
broken  tine,  abuses  must  still  continue  increasing.  Therv 
is  no  remedy  fbr  the  People,  but  by  breaking  tnis  line  of 
safe  precedents-  It  is  tins  regular  course  tn  succession, 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  destroys  monarchies.  The 
abuses  which  the  &ther  introduces,  are  sanctioned  and 
extended  by  the  ion,  until  at  length,  after  a  few  genera- 
tions, the  whole  Government  becomes  uinted  with  cor- 
ruption, and  there  is  nothing  left  for  the  People,  but  the 
dreadful  remedy  a  revolution.  It  is  the  principle 
against  which  I  am  now  contending,  without  a  special 
refi^rence  to  any  particular  Adminiatration.  The  People 
of  the  United  Slates  have  at  length  determtited  lo  break 
this  line  of  C;d>inet  succession,  and  to  revene  the  doc- 
trine of  safe  precedents  ]  and  1  trust  and  believe  they 
will  accomplisli  their  purpose.^  Uoiation  int>ffice— that 
salutary  principle,  in  a  Itepubl^an  Government,  which 
purifies  the  political  atmo^here,  and  causes  the  succes* 
sur  to  view,  with  a  jealous  and  scnitinizing  eye,  the  acta 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  him — has  had  no  real  ex- 
iHteoce,  in  the  Federal  Government,  since  the  days  of 
Thomas  Jefferson.  There  has  been  a  regular  aucceaaion 
ever  since.  Is  an  abuse  now  pointed  out  ?  We  are  at 
once  told,  it  is  sanctioned  by  a  precedent )  the  Monioci 
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and  the  QdNalni  hm  done  the  Mune  thing-,  and  why 
■bill  w«  not  do  ID  too  >  I  «ntv«r,  when  the  mw  fbrhlA 
tt^  precedent!  ougftt  to  be  dimgwded.  All  the  prece- 
dents which  hftTfl  ezMed  lince  1615,  sUhough  tliey  hare 
violated,  can  never  repeal  the  act  of  1810. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  arpimcTit  oF  the  ventte- 
tnan  from  Vaaaachuaett^  [Mr.  £tikbtt]  which  reratea  to 
the  billiard  table.  -I  ahould  not  have  sua  one  word  vpon 
tlfla  aubject,  dM  I  nvt  differ  eMtlrelvi  in  rehlien  to  it,  from 
the  ^TAtemen  from  Virginia  ana  SotAh  Carolina,  [Hr. 
Raksolfs  and  Mr.  Hahiltob-I  I  admit  that  the  expen- 
diture of  fifty  doUara  ia  a  very  little  matter,  and  this  has 
ever  been  the  opinion  of  my  fHend  from  North  Carolina^ 
[Mr.  C^aaov}  wito  haa  been  so  often  iiHroduced  into  t)ie 
debate.  If  tnere  be  any  gentleman  in  the  House>  who 
regards  fifty  dollars  leas  than  he  doe^  I  do  not  knnw  the 
man.  Tb9  question  worthy  of  0|ir  consideration,  is,  not 
whether  the  price  of  the  bilSard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  Public  Treasury,  or  out  of  the  private  puise  of  the 
President  i  bat  whether  a  billiard  table  ought  to  be  set 
up,  as  an  article  of  furniture,  in  the  Htnise  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  /  I  am  frte  to  s^y,  I  think  it 
ought  not.  In  the  State  of  Virginia,  billianl  tables  are 
proliibited  enn  in  the  naniROnB  of  private  gnitlenen, 
under  Tery  serere  penalties.  The  gentleman  flrom  Vir- 
ginia, therefore*  cannot  now  indulge  in  this  game  at 
home  :  for  I  know  him  too  well  to  beliere  that  he  would 
violate  the  lawa  of  his  own  State.  Thia  dtows  the  moral 
sense  of  the  People  of  that  ancient  and  respectable  Com* 
smiwealtb,  in  relation  to  the  game  of  bilfiards.  To  use 
a  broSiar  expresaion  of  their  own,  they  do  not  go  against 
either  the  exercise  or  the  amusement  of  the  play- ;  but 
they  know  the  temptation  whtdi  it  preaenta  to  gambling, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  which  must  follow  in  its  train. 
It  has  a  direct  tendency  in  corrupt  the  morals  of  our 
youth.  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether  there  be  a  aingle  State 
in  the  Umon  which  has  not  prohibited  the  game  of  bil- 
liarOa.  The  People  of  the  United  States  are  geneHlly  a 
moral  and  relifpous  People  i  a  pr(^>er  v^rd,  therefore, 
for  pubhc  opinion,  for  the  scruples  of  ibe  pious^  ouglit 
to  have  prevMted  the  first  Magistrate  of  the  Uidon  fiwn 
setting  such  an  example.  [Here  Mr.  RursouR  obaerr- 
ed,  there  waa  no  law  in  the  Dutrict  of  Columbia,  against 
playing  billiards  ]  Hr.  Buchavait  then  said,  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  ia  not  only  the  President  oflhe 
District  of  Columbia,  but  of  the  whole  American  Peo- 
ple ^tai  they  condemn  this  and  eveiy  other  species  of 
gambUnr.  Ought,  then,  the  man  who  has  been  eleva- 
t«d  to  the  most  exalted  sUtton  upon  earth,  and  wliose 
example  most  have  a  most  powerful  and  extensive  influ- 
ence upon  the  morals  of  the  youth  of  our  country,  to 
set  up  a  billianl  table,  as  an  article  of  furniture.  In  the 
House  wtiich  belongs  to  the  American  Pec^le  ?  He  cer- 
tainly ought  Mt  to  keep  such  an  article  at  furniture  in 
that  bouse,  nor  oi^ht  he>  there  to  pisy  at  the  game.  I 
shouU  never  have  invaded  his  domestic  retirement,  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  whither  he  kept  a  billianl  ta> 
hie  or  not.  I  ahould  never  have  been  the  first  to  bring 
this  matter,  eithrr  before  the  House,  or  the  countiy.  It 
has  been  brought  here  by  others,  and  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  express  my  opinum  upon  tbe  subject 

It  has  been  said  tlutt  Washington  played  st  bllUarda. 
Be  it  so.  I  will,  however,  venture  the  as^rtion,  that  he 
never  set  up  a  billiard  Ubie  in  the  house  which  he  occu< 
pied,  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  whilst  he  was  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Statei. 

Descending  from  the  man  who  occupies  the  most  ex- 
alted atation  in  the  eountiy,  nay,  in  Ibe  world,  to  the 
Judgea  of  your  Courts  of  Justice,  1  would  ask,  wlirther 
public  opinion,  in  any  portion  of  thia  Union,  would  tole- 
rate, that  auch  a  magistrate  might  eatabliah  a  billiard  ta- 
ble in  his  hous^  or  even  play  publicly  at  the  game  f 

Upon  this  subject,  although  I  ^er  fimn  tlie  gentle. 


men  from  Ttrstttia  and  South  Carallni^  yet  I  fbel  eerta&i 
I  do  not  difTer  flnm  the  People  of  the  United  Slatee- 
They  believe  that  the  Pretfdent  ought  never  to  have  aet 
such  an  example.  Although  1  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  ri* 
gid  mofsJlat  myself,  yet  these  are  my  opinions. 

I  will  now  make  a  ft*  remarks  upon  another  subject, 
and  then  t  diall  have  done  with  the  gentleman  fix>m  lfa» 
sashinetts  [Mr.  Evxaatr.]  1  do  most  dneerely,  and 
fVon  the  bottom  of  heut,  regret,  that  the»  gentleman 
ahould  have  introduora  the  libel,  which  he  saya  has  been 
extensively  circulated  througliout  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  into  this  debate.  I  never  heard  it  before. 
I  beheve  that  the  person  to  whom  he  has  alluded  is  not 
only  a  lady  by  courtesy,  hot  a  lady  by  nature  and  educa- 
tion.   I  shall  not  credit  one  word  derogatoiy  to  her  re- 

Cutation.  I  believe  she  would  shrink  from  the  idea  of 
aving  her  name  introduced  upon  this  ftoor,  and  thus 
sent  over  the  United  Statea  in  connexion  with  sudi  a  fi- 
bet.  I  doubt,  therefore,  whether  the  gentleman  has  ren- 
dered her  an  acceptable  service,  in  defending  her  before 
this  House.  I  feif  that  he  has  exposed  her  to  unjnst  snd 
ungenerous  attacks  faltbougfa  every  feefing  of  honor,  and 
every  dictate  of  policy,  wiU  be  roused  for  her  protecUoo- 
Tbe  man  who  atten^ts  to  destroy  the  character  of  a  wo- 
man, destroys  his  own.  The  American  People  are  dd- 
valrous  snd  generous  ia  their  feelings.  If  1  were  asked  to 
say,  what  Ki^e  circumalance  haa  done  Mr.  Adama  tfie 
most  injury  in  Pennsylvania,  I  should  answer,  witiioat 
hentation,  the  unmanly,  the  ungenerous,  and  the  unjust 
atucks  which  have  been  made — not  by  bin^  for  I  be- 
lieve him  to  be  wholfy  incapable  of  audi  condiut — (mt 
by  the  presses  devoted  to  the  Admimstration,  against  the 
pious,  tbe  benevolent  and  the  amiable  hdy  of  Oeii^siU 
Jackson.  I  hope  none  of  the  presses  In  tbe  Op^KisitioQ 
will  follow  this  infamous  example. 

Hie  lady  to  whom  the  gentleman  haa  alluded  stands 
high  in  the  public  estimation,  and  in  mjne.  I  trust  that 
her  name  may  never  be  connected  witli  the  pditics  of 
the  day ;  bnt  that,  freed  from  any  pubBc  observation 
which  might  wound  her  fedings*  she  may  be  Mt  to  en- 
joy the  consciousness  of  having  done  her  duty  in  every 
station  of  life  in  which  she  haa  been  pUced. 

1  shall  now  return  to  my  colleague  from  Pennsylvaida, 
and  after  noticing  a  few  of  his  aiguments,  I  shdl  no  long- 
er continue  to  exhaust  the  patience  of  (he  House.  He 
tiaa  introduced  into  this  debate,  the  late  misnon  of  Mr. 
King  to  England  i  and  has  attempted  to  defend  the  Ad- 
ministration  from  any  blame  on  account  of  its  Mhire.  I 
never  have,  and  never  shall,  utter  a  aihgle  word  against 
the  mamory  of  that  distinguished  man.  I  know  his  worth 
too  well  1  I  am  proud  to  say  that  1  berieve  I  was  honored 
with  Ilia  friendship,  llie  failure  of  the  misnon  ts  fiurly 
to  be  attributed  to  tbe  neglect  of  the  Administration,  and 
not  either  to  the  Ulness  or  neglect  of  the  Minister.  It  ia 
not  because  he  waa  nek,  but  because  he  never  received 
any  instructions  from  his  Government,  that  we  have  lost 
our  trsde  with  the  British  West  indies.  Hie  negotia- 
tion between  this  country  and  England  in  relation  to  the 
West  India  Irade,  waa  nearly  completed  by  Hr.  Rush,  in 
July,  1894.  There  waa  tlien  but  a  single  point  of  dilTer- 
ence  between  the  two  Governments.  TbH  Goverament 
cUimed  the  right  to  have  its  productions  adndtted  into 
the  Dritish  West  Indies  upon  the  same  terms  with  those 
of  the  British  colony  irf'Canada.  llie  British  Government 
replied,  thai  they  never  could  yi<:td  to  such  a  demand  ; 
and  that,  upon  (he  same  principle,  they  might  claim  to 
have  ttte  sugar  of  the  Weat  Indies  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  same  terms  with  that  from 
Louisiana.  When  Mr.  King  left  this  country,  if  he  had 
been  instructed  to  ^Id  this  pTetennon,as  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  afterwards  imtructed  to  do,  the  treaty  would  have 
been  cloeed.  and  ye  riiould,  at  this  time^  have  been 
In  the  enjoyment  of  the  liade.   b  It  not  dear,  thei^  tlm 
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the  n»lect  of  tbe  Administrktion  has  ooca^oned  the 
lire  (^tbe  negotiation  r  Mr.  Kng  was  sent  from  thU 
country  earlpr  in  the  Summer  of  and  did  not  leave 
London  until  about  the  1st  of  July,  1826.  During  the 
whole  of  that  period,  he  never  received  a  line  of  inatruc- 
tions  in  relation  to  the  principal  object  of  his  mission. 
Althouglt  this  trade  was  by  br  tbe  most  important  ptunt 
in  dispute  between  the  two  Government^  jt  was  aa  en- 
tirely abandoned  u  though  a  question  about  it  h«j  never 
existed.  Alt  that  tbe  Administration  bad  to  say  to  Mr. 
King,  was,  go  to  England,  abandon  our  former  claim,  and 
close  the  treaty  (  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  the 
treaty  would  bare  been  closed.  When  Hr.  Gallatin  af- 
terwards went  to  England,  he  received  such  instructions, 
but  it  was  then  too  late.  Altbongh  I  should  trust  but  little 
to  the  firiendsbip  of  the  British  Government  towards  this 
country,  ^et  I  must  believe,  from  the  testimony  before 
me,  that,  if  Mr.  King  ^ad  received  the  same  instructioas 
which  llr.  Gallatin  afterwards  did,  we  should  not  have 
loat  the  trade. 

_  But  it  is  said  by  the  Peesi^ent  of  tbe  United  States,  in 
faifl  last  message,  that,  in  losing  this  trade,  we  bav«  actu- 
ally lost  nothing.  What  have  we'lost  ?  It  is  true  that  our 
productions  stifl  find  tbeir.way  to  'tbeBiitith  Weft  Indies^ 
tbroiigli  the  neutral  blands  and  through  Ceiiada  i  but  the 
&rmera  of  Virginia,  Mainland,  and  Pennsylvania,  are  com. 
pelled  to  pay  the  additional  expense  of  Uie  circuitous 
trade,  botli  in  the  reduced  price  <rf  the  articles  which  we 
send  to  those  markets  and  in  the  enhanced  value  of  those 
which  we  receive  in  return. 

There  also  now  a  most  unequal  distribution  of  these 
losses  among  different  portions  of  the  Union.  Tbe  direct 
trade  with  Canada  is  not  prohibited  t  and  thus  we  are 

E laying  into  the  hands  of  the  BriUidi  GoTemment.  It  has 
een  tlieir  policy  to  hold  out  every  encouragement  to  this 
trade,  so  tliat  they  may  liave  the  carriage  of  our  produc- 
tions to  thor  West  Indies.  Our  flour,  therefore,  flowjr 
freely  and  directly  through  tlie  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Bri- 
tidi  West  Indies;  and  thus,  whilst  the.  fanners  in  that 
portion  of  the  Union  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  a  direct 
trade,  those  in  every  other  portion  are  eompdied  to  bear 
the  burden  of  a  trade  that  is  circuitous. 

But  I  am  not  yet  done  with  this  mission  to  Engljspd. 
Hr.  John  A.  King  went  out  with  his  fatber  to  London,  as 
Secretary  of  Legation.  -  In  this  character  he  was  entitled 
to  receive,  uiwler  the  act  uf  1810,  at  the  rate  of  <  2,000 
-per  annum  for  his  services.  The  illness  of  Mr.  King  pre- 
vented him  from  remaining  in  London  until  the  airiyal.of 
Sir.  Gallatin,  who  had  been  appointed  his  successor^  Jie 
was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  qf  .  leaving  his  son  be- 
hind him  in  charge  of  the  legation,  where  he  renuinfd 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1826,  ai)d  th^t), 
upcn  tbe  arrival  uf  Hr.  Gallatin,  he  followed  his  fktber  to 
this  country.  Upon  his  return  bomv,'  the  President  of 
tbe  Uiuted  States  allowed  him  $  the  full  outfit  of  a 

Chats4  des  Affaires. 

Who  is  a  Charge  des  AfTairea  under  the  laws  of  this 
country  \  In  every  particular,,  so  Air  as  regards  his  pow- 
ers, he  is  placed  upon  (he  same  footing  with  our  foreign 
Ministers.  His  rank  is  lower,  and  he  receives  but  the; 
one-half  of  the  outfit,  and  one-half  of  the  salary.  ORi- 
cers  of  this  grade,  from  motives  of  economy,  have  usually 
been  sent  from  this  country  to  inferior  courts.  The  act 
of  1810  expressly  prcivtdes,  that,  to  entitle  any  Chai^ 
des  AfTaires  dther  to  an  outfit  or  salary,  he  must  be  ap- 
pointed such  by  the  Prewdent,  with  tlie  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  if  irt  session  ;  if  not,  lie  may  be  np- 
poiiited  by  the  Preudent  alone,;  who  is,  in  that  case, 
obliged  to  submit  the  appointment  to  the  Senate,  at  its 
nest  aesnon,  for  their  adiice  and  consent.  '  This  iiA  also 
contains  a  negative  provision  on  tlie  subject,  and  declares 
that  "  no  compensation  ihall  be  allowea  to  any  Cliaig< 
des  Af&im  vno  sludi  not  be  apprinted  n  aforesiud.*'  A 


mere  Secretary  of  Legation,  such  as  John  A.  King  was, 
whO(  from  accidental  circumstances,  had  been  left  in 
charge  of  our  affairs  during  an  interval  of  a  few  weeks 
between  the  departure  of  one  Minister,  and  the  arrival  of 
anovher,  is  certainly  not  such  a  Chorg^  des  Affaires  aa 
the  act  of  Congress  recognizes. 

Outfits  were  intended  to  enable  our  public  Minister! 
and  Charges  to  create  establishments  at  fcmign  courts 
where  the  law  intended  they  should  reside  t  but  John  A. 
King  received  his  outfit'  upon  his  return  home.  Altbou^ 
he  never  was  appointed  a  Chatg^  by  the  President,  eitlier 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  yet  he  receiv- 
ed a  salary  as  such,  for  sixty  days  service,  and  an  outfit, 
amounting  together  Co  the  sum  %  2^200.  This  outfit 
was  given  to  lum,  not  "  on  going  fhiro  tbe  United  Slates*** 
for.tEe  purpose  of  establismog  Dimsdf  in  England,  but 
Upon  bis  return  from  Englandto  this  country.  Thus^  at 
length,  by  the  existence  or  *'  safe  prcnedents,"  tbe  Ad- 
ministration Imve  been  brought  so  far  to  violate  the  lav, 
that  they  have  allowed  an  outfit  for  returning  home,  in- 
stead of  going  Inroad.  [Here  Mr.  RANDOLPH  observ- 
ed tjut  tbih  was  an  jinfit.}  It  is  but  just  that  I  should  ad- 
mit that  the  Administration  are  not  without  precedents  to 
aancti9n  their  conftruction  of  the  law,  although  I  do  not 
brieve  that  any  fine  exists  which  goes  tbe  length  of  the 
cose  1  have  brought  before  the  Hoose.  The  existence  uf 
such  precedents  show^  in  a  more  striklr^  paint  of  view, 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  an  jQ^qnomical  and  sMct  ad-' 
ministration  of  tbe  Government. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  concerning  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Gallatin.  1^  under  tlie  existing  lawrst  our  Min1et«;«  do 
not  receive  •  sufficient  compensation  to  support  tb^m 
abroad  (and  upon  this  point  1  shdutd  be  disposed  to  rely 
much  upon  the  opinion  of  my  colleague)  let  their  salaries 
be  increased.  I  have  heard,  and  1  have  given  credit  to 
the  report,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  refused  to  go  to  England,  un- 
less upon  tbe  condition  tliat  he  might  return  afler  one 
year's  absence.  If  such  a  practice  should  prevail  our 
Ministers,  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  existing  law,  will 
receive,  by  adding  the  outfit  to  the  salary,  f 18,000,  in- 
stead of  $9,000^  for  one  year's  service.  This  is  for  fVom 
being  the  greatest  evil  which  will  floa*  from  such  a  prac- 
tice. You  send  a  Minister  abroad,  but  for  one  year  f  and 
as  soon  as  he  has  established  himself  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  to  which  he  is  sent,  he  is  permitted  to 
return  home.  In  this  manner,  the  public  service.may 
be  seriously  injured,   lam  against  tbe  pjnc^ce.  .  ' 

I  now  advance  to  attack  a  ponlion  in  the  argument  of 
my  colleague,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  perfect  panudox. 
He  asserted,  and  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  patronage 
of  the  Government  did  not  tend  toslftngthen  but  rather  to 
weaken  the  Administratiun  by  whichit  was  distributed.  If 
that  gentleman's  character  for  candor  were  not  above 
su^icion,  wi  1  firmly  believe  it  to  be,  I  should  dotibt  hu 
'sincerity.  To  eatablish  ibis  position,  lie  said'  that  grati- 
tude was  a  weaker  passion  tlian  self  love^  wJiich  t  admit ; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  Administration  lost  more  by  Re- 
appointing candidates,  than  they  gained  by  their  appoint- 
ment. .But  does  not  the  f^entleman  know,  that,  .when  a  man 
is  oiu:e  appointed  to  office,  all  the  selfish  passions  of  his 
nuture  arc  enlisted,  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  li*  The 
office-holders  are  the  enliated  soldiers  of  that  Administra- 
tion by  which  they  are  ausuined.  Their  comfortable  ex- 
istence often  depends  upon-tbe  re-election  of  their  patron. 
Nor  does  disappointment  long  ninkle  in  the  hearts  of  the 
'disappointed.  Hope  is  stilt  left  to  ttrtii^'i  and  bearing 
disappqiiitmei'it  .with  patience,  they  know'  will  present  a 
new  claim  to  office,  at  a  future  time. 

In  my  humble  judgment,  the  present  Adtninistration 
could  not  have  proceeded  ■  single  year,  with  the  least 
hope  of  re>.election,  but  fmr  their  patronage.  This  pa- 
tronage may  have  been  used  unwisely,  as  my  friend 
ihim  Kentucky,  LUr.Lncniajhw  Insinuated.  Ibarene- 
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ver  blamed  them,  I  shall  never  blame  tliem,  for  adherinr 
to  their  friends.  Be  tnie  to  your  Friends,  snd  they  will 
be  true  to  you/is  the  dictate  both  of  justice  and  of  sound 
policy.  I  shall  never  participate  in  abusing  the  Adminis- 
tration for  remembering  their  friends.  If  you  go  too  much 
abroad  with  this  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of  making  new 
friends,  you  will  o&end  your  old  ones,  and  make  but  I'ery 
inwncere  converts. 

But  has  the  gentleman  firom  .Pennqrlvania  adverted  to 
the  consequences  of  hia  doctrine  f  There  is  no' danger 
from  patronage  !  If  so,  there  is  no  occasion  for  jealousy 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  towards  tliis  Government.  All 
the  prhiciplea  which  actuated  our  fathers,  which  made 
them  watch  the  Federal  Government  with  Arriis  eyes, 
for  the  purpose  of  reitrainin|;  it  within  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution,  were  utterly  vam.  For  my  own  part,  judg- 
ing from  history,  when  this  Government  was  commenc- 
ing its  nperation,  and  when  its  patronage  was  compara- 
tively small,  it  required  the  immense  weight  of  cbarac* 
ter  which  the  Fattier  of  his  Country  possessed,  to  put 
the  wheels  of  the  machine  into  succesBful  motion.  1  think 
there  was  then  more  danger  of  a  dissolution,  than  a  conso- 
lidation of  the  confederacy.  I  should  then,  when  the  words 
had  some  meaning;,  have  been  a  Federalist,  rather  than 
an  anti-Federalist.  I  have  been  called  a  Federalist,  and 
I  shall  never  be  asliamed  of  the  name.  The  times  have 
since  greatly  changed.  The  power  sod  the  patronage 
or  this  Government  hn^-e  been  extended,  and  are  ft-lt  m 
every  neighbourhood  of  this  vast  empire.  l'liet*e'is  now 
infinitely  more  danger  of  consolidation  than  of  disunion  ; 
and  the  Slates  should  now  be  jealous  of  every  encroacli- 
ment  upon  their  rights.  Tlie  argument  of  my  colleague 
would  put  them  to  steep.  Upon  his  theory,  the  British 
Government  must  be  very  weak  ;  because  it  possesses 
ten,  nay,  1  might  say  twenly-foM  the  patronage  of  this 
Government. 

I  shall  now  approach  another  branch  of  my  colleague's 
argument.    I  fully  assent  to  his  general  prupf>siliDn,  (hat 
it  IS  botli  our  duty  and  our  interest  lo  cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  every  civilized  nation  ;  and  for  thatpurpose 
we  ^ould  interchange  with  them  ministers  and  diploma- 
tic agents.   Our  ministers,  when  sent  to  a  foreign  court, 
should  remain  there,  and  not  return  home  at  the  end  uf  i 
the  year.    The  question  upon  which  I  would  say,  1  | 
should  join  issue  with  the  gentleman,  did  this  expresssion  i 
not** smell  of  the  shop,"  is  in  what  manner  ouglit  our  i 
ministers  to  appear  abroad  ?   Ours  is  the  only  pure  Re- 1 
publican  Government  upon  the  earth.    All  ourhabttsand 
our  manners  ouglit  to  be  congenial  to  the  simplicity  and 
d^nily  of  our  institutionn.    Among  men  of  sense  abroad, 
our  ministers,  atiirea  in  the  style  of  country  gentleman, 
would  be  more  rcspec'.able,  and  more  resfjected,  than  if 
they  were  bedizened  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow.  In- 
every  attempt  to  ape  the  splendor  of  the  representatives 
of  monarchical  Governments,  we  must  fail.    The  veriest 
menial  of  the  most  contemptible  court  in  Europe,  who 
appears  abroad  in  the  character  of  a  foreign  minister,  will 
he  able  to  eclipse  in  dress  and  in  finery,  the  represents- 
tiv*^8  of  the  American  People.  . 

What  was  the  example  of  the  ancient  Romans  ?  Fii  tlie 
days  of  their  purity  and  tlieir  greatnoBs,  did-lhey  ever  at- 
tempt to  vie  with  the  splendor  uf  (he  Asiatic  despots 
whom  they  subdued  ?  Did  they  send  ambass:Hlors  to  the 
Kast,  clothed  in  gorgeous  apparel  ?  No,  they  went  in 
the  simple  dignity  of  llOman  citizens',  clothed  with  (he 
majesty  and  power  of  the  Roman  People :  and  they  car- 
ried  respect  for  the  Roman  name,  wlierever  they  went. 
It  was  upon  this  moilel  th:tt  Dr.  Franklin  acted,  when  he 
appeared  as  our  minister  at  the  Court  of  France,  in  the 
plain  dress  of  a  cjuniry  gentleman.  He  would  have  de- 
served immortality  for  this  act  alone. .  Me  set  an  exam- 
ple from  whieli  liis  successon  ought  never  to  have  de> 
parted. 


What  is  now  the  case  *   The  last  Admin istratT&n  have 
prescribed  a  untfurm  to  be  worn  by  our  foreign  Htnisters. 
It  consists  of  a  military  coat,  covered,  and  glittering  with 
gold  lace,  the  cost  of  which  is  not  less  than  500  dollars, 
and  a  chapeau  and  small  sword,  corresponding  with  it,  in 
splendor !    And  this  dnus  is  what  my  colleague  has  call- 
ed the  livery  oi  the  American  People,  which  our  minis- 
ters-ought to  be  proud  to  wear  !    I  protest  against  this 
dreaa  being  called  the  livery  of  the  American  People. 
It  is  not  so.    It  is  the  liveiy  of  the  last,  and  the  present 
Administration.    No  gentleman,  who  valued  his  atan^ng 
with  the  People  of  this  country,  would  ever  appear  be> 
fore  them  in  such  a  garb.   The  People  of  the  United 
Slates  do  not  even  know  that  such  a  <lres8  has  been  pre- 
scribed for  their  Mimstera  abroad.   In  many  instances  it 
must  make  us  appear  ridiculous  ii>  the  eyes  of  f(»Tini 
nations.   Imagine  to  yourself  a  ifrave  and  venenble 
statesman,  who  never  attended  a  militia  training  in  lus 
life,  but  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  station  of  a  fbreign 
Minister,  in~coiisequence  of  his  civil  attainments,  appear- 
ing at  Court,  arrayed  in  this  militarr  coat,  with  a  Clia- 
peaiMinder  his  arm,  and  a  small  sword  dangling  at  his 
side  !    Is  not  sucli  a  man  compelled,  by  confiiraiingto 
this  regulation,  to  render  liimself  ridiculous  I   **  A  inili> 
tar^  chieftain,"  who,  in  eariy  life,  had  received  lua  eda- 
cation  at  West  Point,  not  the  old  "citizen  soldie^  who 
resides  upon  his  farm,  migtit  sport  a  dress  of  this  kind 
with  some  degree  of  grace  i  but  wliat  a  ridiculous  spec* 
tacle  would  a  grave  lawyer,  or  judge,  of  «xty  years  of 
age,  present,  arrayed  in  such  a  costume  ?   If  the  aalaiy 
of  our  foreign  Ministers  be  not  sufRoient  to  enable  them 
to  exercise  that  liberal,  but  plain  hospitality,  which  be- 
longs  to  the  character  of  their  countrj',  I  say  again,  let  it 
be  increased  (  but  let  them  never  forget,  in  tneir  drcM^ 
or  in  their  manners,  the  simple  grandeur  which  belonga  to 
the  character  uf  Republicans.  I  truat,  that,  ere  long,  the 
days  of  Franklin  will  again  return. 

The  gentleman  has  informe<l  us,  that  it  is  his  oiuiuon 
we  ought  to  be  represented  at  the  Congress  of  Taculiaya, 
sliould  it  ever  assemble.  Wliatever  I  may  have  thought 
of  the  Mission,  I  most  beartily-approved  of  tbe  seteetion 
oftlie  Minister.  For  one,  I  shall  never  sancUon  any  im- 
proper allusions  made  iipim  this  floor  to  that  Rentlemaa, 
III  relation  to  this  Mission.  There  is  no  man  in  the  r.mks 
of  tlie  Administration,  w^om  I  should  other  see  promo- 
ted, nor  is  there  any  man  among  tirem-  more  deeervingof 
promotion.  If  he  should  ever  again  go  to  Iteubaya,  [ 
should  regret  to  see  him  in  any  dress,  but  in  that  of  an 
Am.erican  gentleman.  In  that  costume,  he  will  infiiiite- . 
ly  better  represent  tiis  own  character,  and  that  <^  tbe  A- 
mericsji  People,  than  if  he  were  decked  out  in  all  the 
splendid  uniform  prescribed  by  ti\a  Administration-  He 
will  (lien  set  an  example  of  plainness  and  aimpliciiy, 
which  may  be  useful  to  the  Republics  of  the  South. 

The  gentleman  has  awarded  the  laurel  crown,  to  deck 
tbe  brow  of  the  Militaiy  Chieftain  ;  but  has  decreed  the 
civic  wreath  to  the  statesman  ripened  by  the  experience 
of  40  years.  He  has  informed  us,  he  was  no  prophet ;  and 
1  believe  the  fates  will  never  confirm  his  decree.  1  trust 
Hiid  believe,  that  the  People  of  the  United  Sutea  will 
elevate  the  '  citizen  soldier*  to  the  supreme  magistracy 
of  the  Union.  In  tliat  event,  a'nd  after  he  shall  have 
been  tried  by  them,  f  renture  to  predict,  tliat  thdr 
award  will  entwine  the  civic  wreath  with  the  laurel  crown  j 
and  tliat  Jackson  will  live  in  the  histoiy  of  his  country, 
as  .the  man,  of  the  present  age,  who  was**.first  in  war, 
first  in  i>eace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  counlrymen.'* 
I  believe  that  the  aniial;!  of  the  human  race  will  furnish 
but  few  examples  of  men,  who  were  endowed  by  nature 
with  rare  and  distinguisheil  military  talenti,  without,  at 
the  sametinfe,  possessing  the  cnpacUy  for  civil  command. 
It  would  be  cai^  to  quote  a  splendid  catalogue  of  nnmei^ 
in  proof  of  this  asaeition  ;  but  I  shall  only  mention  those 
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r  Perielei,  Cincinmfus,  Chirlenupie.  Alfred,  Henry 
le  4th  of  France,  Nkpoleon — and,  above  all,  our  own 
nequalled  Washington. 

I  alwll  now  descend  from  the  lofty  heig^iU  to  which  we 
ave  been  aoaring,  and  make  a  few  reim^rks  upon  the  re> 
^^utiona  which  have  tiof  been  before  the  Hooie,  ftn- ter- 
ral  days  put.  I  should  liare  been  opposed  to  their  in- 
mduction,  )iad  I  been  consulted  upon  the  subject.  ^  I 
hould  be  willing',  in  this  particular,  to  take  the  sagacity 
f  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  my  guide.  1  agree 
rith  him,  that  it  is  not  our  business  to  originate  any  pro- 
•oaition,  ezccnt  such  as  have  the  necessary  legislation  of 
be  country  directly  in  view.  The  party  in  this  House, 
pposcd  to  the  re-election  of  the  present  President,  do 
«t  require  any  caucufiiing  to  direct  their  conduct.  The 
«tli  of  policy,  ai  well  as  duty,  lies  open  before  them, 
^ey  ought  to  dotheLegtsUtiTebusineiiSortlie  country', 
nd  then  go  home,  leaving  the  great  question  of  the  Pre- 
klential  election  to  be  decided  by  the  American  Peo- 
>le.  I'bey  will  think  mure  of  us,  if  we  sliouUl  let  it  a- 
Mie.  For  these  reaibns,  I  sliall  not  vole,  diuti^  thepre- 
ent  aesdon,  in  Rmw  of  conddering  either  the  amend- 
lents  to  the  ConMitution,  or  the  constitutionality  of  the 
td  Sedition  Law,  orany  otharsubject  winch  mtut  necea- 
urily  divert  oitr  attention  from  the  business  of  tlic  nation, 
>  the  politics  of  the  day.  Had  any  question  been  taken, 
should  not,  at  this  time,  liav«  even  voted  in  favor  of 
onsidering  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
f  placing  a  picture  of  the  battle  of  New  Orieans  in  the 
lotunduof  tneCapitbL  Aa  to  the  resolutioni,  to  what 
o  they  amount }  Do  ^entlenwn  suppose  that  the  ohanc- 
tr  of  the  Administration  is  to  be  tried  by  a  Committee 
f  Accounts  '  1  believe  that  there  are  some  siipernu- 
lemiT  officets  in  the  Departments  t  but  I  do  not  think 
liat  the  salaries,  of  such  as  ought  to  be  retained,  are  too 
ligh.  tn  lets  than  three  years,  the  hte  wnr  gnve  rise  to 
n  expenditure  of  (130,000,000,  beyond  the  usual  a- 
nount.  After  its  close,  there  w  ere  an  immenae  number 
f  accounts  to  be  settled,  which  produced  a  new  organi* 
ation  of  the  Departments^  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the 
ase.  These  accounts  have  nearly  all  been  liquidated  ; 
)Ut  still  all  the  new  ofiiers  and  clerkshrps,  which  were 
ben  created,  continue  to  exist,  and  others  have  been 
^dded.  Thia  ia  not-ao  much  the  fault  of  tlie  Adminiatra- 
ien,  asofCengress.  A  reduction  in  the  number  of  these 
officers  and  clerfci,  and'a  more  strict  and  economical  ap- 
lUcttion  of  the  difTerent  contingent  funds,  to  the  purpose 
■s  fn  which  they  were  intemled,  embrace  every  thing 
irhich  I  eXpect  the  committee  will  be  able  to  accom- 
dish-  Tliey  possibly  may  make  lume  discoveries  in  rela- 
ion  to  the  past  expenditures  of  the  different  contingent 
unds,  which  have  not  yet  been  brought  before  the 
loose. 

In  conduidon,  I  must  express  my  most  sincere  thanks 
othe  House,  for  their  polite  attention  tan  attention 
rhicb  I  do  not,  at  any  time,  deserve  ( nweh  leu  at  thia 
ime,  after  they  have  been  exhausted  by  so  Idb^  and  so 
iitiguing  a  debate. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  fur  this  di^.} 

TvxSDiTi  FsBaDABT  5,  1828. 

The  Hwae  again  took  up  the  resolution  on  Uetreneh- 
nent 

Mr.  RlVES,  who  wis  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  ad* 
ournment  of  the  previous  day,  rose,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
iddresnng  the  Houaei  wben, 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  requested  bis  colleague  [Mr.Rivu] 
0  yield  him  the  floor  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  made 
o  the  House  a  statement  of  fact.  The  House  no  doubt,  re- 
collect—I,sir,can  never  forget  it :  their  polite  attention  has 
iveted  it  in  ray  memory — some  remarks  of  mine  on  Fridi^ 
ut.  Yesterday  mominj^,  in  oomequenoe  of  rumour*  that 
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were  afloat  in  various  directions,  a  friend  ofmjnefram 
North  Carolina  asked  me  if  1  had  seen  the  United  States* 
Telegraph,  of  Saturday  last?  I  replied  that  I  had  not: 
tor,  though  I  am  a  aiibacriber  to  that  paper,  I  rareljt  aee  it: 
it  comes  to  me  veiy  iireguUriy.  My  friend  said  I  bad 
better  look  at  it:  for,  it  atcuck  him,  that  there  was  some- 
thing stated  there  not  as  I  had  said  it.  I  did  sot  my 
eye  wasfirstattraeled  to  an  article  under  what  is  called 
the  editorial  head,  entitled  "  The  Bargain."  As  soon 
as  I  had  read  it,  I  sal  down,  and  addrened  a  note  to  the 
Editors,  stating  that  an  uawarraiited  ^and  unwarrantable 
use  had  been  made  of  my  name.  I  state  the  sabttance  of 
the  note  (and,  in  thia  part,  the  words  alsot  and  I  added 
that  the  article  purported  to  state  what  I  had  said,  but  not 
aa  I  had  said  It.  Sir,  I  hunted  the  whole  Capitoline 
for  tits  paper,  before  I  could  find  one  copy  of  Saturday's 
paper.  At  last,  I  got  one  from  the  other  House.  My 
eye  was  then  attracted  to  the  report  of  my  remarks.  Just 
at  that  moment,  I  was  invited  to  an  interview  with  the  se< 
mor  Editor,  in  an  adjoinii^  room,  whiuh  invitation  I  did 
not  accept.  1  preferred,  sir,  to  it^,  and  listen  to  the 
speech  ofthe  gentleman  fhnn  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bu* 
chawah.^  I  was  then  finisldng  a  second  hurried  not^ 
stating  tlut  I  bad,  nnce  my  note  of  the  morning,  adverted 
to  the  report,  arid  that  it  was  obnoxious  to  the  aame  ob- 
jection tia  the  Editorial  article.  On  looking  over  it  kinee 
then,  I  find  that  it  is  so,  in  a  yet  higher  degree.  I  waited 
patiently  to  see  whether  any  notice  of  tlie  errors  would 


myself  and  to  the  House  to  drclare,  that  report  not 
only  presenta  my  statement  not  aa  I  said  it,  but  it  states 
what  I  did  not  say— [Here  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  report] — 
"  that  there  was  no  coalition  until  Mr.  C's  exclusion." 
Sir,  I  said  no  such  thing.  X  said  something  that  might 
have  bren  mistaken  fbr  what  is  here.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  motives  of  the  statement,  I  care  nothing  fur  the  mo< 
tives— the  motive  does  not  affea  the  sutemeqt :  it  does 
affect  the  act,  as  it  r»ards  the  i^ent  i  but  not  as  it 
regards  the  object  of  that  act.  The  effect  to  me  is  not 
altered,  if  a  man  blows  my  brains  out,  by  tus  motives  in 
doing  it.  That  it  was  not  until  Mr.  CrawfonI  obstinately 
refused  to  die,  and  a  certain  candidate  was  excluded  from 
the  poanbitity  of  being  elected,  that  the  present  inGUin- 
bent  became  a  party  to  the  Coalition,  or  was  taken  Into 
the  firm.  This  is  what  T  aaid  1 1  said  what  I  had  said  in  the 
Senate  two  y«ara  ago  i  and  I  said  what  I  did  not  say  in  the 
Senate  two  years  ago.  The  wlmle  tenor  and  tenden^  of 
thia  report  is  to  maCe  an  impression  on  the  public  mind  that 
I  came  fia^ard  here^wilh  a  certain  knowing  air,as  if  I  were 
privy  to  some  mighty  thing,  which  other  people  did  not 
knowi  as  if  I  was  lenderingmyself  as  a  witness.  Sir,  1  did 
no  such  thing.  So  far  from  volunteering  as  a  witness,  I  bad 
rather  be  excluded  from  giiing  testimony.  1  am  not, 
certainly,  an  incompetent  witness  \  and  I  dMntld  be  the 
last  roan,  most  certainly,  to  impeseh  my  own  audibility : 
but  1  do  not  wiali  to  press  my  testimony,  for  reasons 
wliieh  will  be  understood  by  eveo*  gentleman.  But  the 
tendency  of  that  report^  la,  to  lead  tlie  reader  to  believe 
that  I  spoke  of  certain  things  an  having  taken  pliee — pen- 
dmie  Uie—l  mean  while  the  Presidenfial  election  was 
pending.  1  said  no  such  thing.  Tbia  ia  what  I  said — that 
I  had  been  t(4d  by  the  party  in  question  that  if  we  would 
give  then  (himself  ana  his  fKends)  any  other  person  ex- 
cept John  Q.  Adams  fbr  President,  they  would  support 
liim.  I  state  it  over  again  with  reludancfr— I  did  not  wish 
it  to  go  abroad  till  it  should  go  asl  said  it^  and  with  all  the 
concomitant  facta  and  arguments  to  illoslrateilameanii^. 
I  said  that  I  had  reason  to  know  the  sentiments  of  two 
certain  parties  in  that  buMnesib  concerning  a  third  party. 
But,  sir,  I  had  no  communication  with  either  of  them  after 
my  xetum  frcm  Europe.   1  neither  taid  nor  inrinuatcd 
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thit  1  hid.  What  I  spoke  oTIuppened  prior  to  my  vov- 
•gt  to  Europe.  I  tpoke  of  a  tubject  which  wni  mat- 
ter  of  general  notorietjr— and  I  spoke  of  'itM  penonally 
known  to  me:  H  was  penonally  known  to  me.  I  men- 
twned*  too,  how  I  got  the  knowledre  of  it.  !  did  not 
want  the  knowledge  j  but  in.  caiei  Uke  thU,  aa  In  all 
other  ctiep,  I  like  to  act  on  the  liigtiett  poMiMe  evidence. 
Md  that  bigfaett  powlble  evidence  is  to  me  the  evidence 
ofmjr  own  senses.  I  had  other  evidence  of  U  besides, 
llw  «vidence  waa  abundant  and  superabundant  1  speak 
« toe  opinion  hekl  by  the  fittt  and  the  second  man  now 
m  tttia  Administrattan,  respecting  each  other.  It  was  so 
notttfioui,  that  they  may  have  been  paid  to  hare  put  their 
hands  and  seals  to  that  o|»ni«i.  and  to  hava  published  it 
to  the  worid.  Sir,  if  there  is  any  thing  which  can  do  mis- 
chief, it  is  such  reports  and  such  editorial  remarks.  1  am 
penonally  Igunrant  of  one  of  the  Editors,  t  neverspoke 
Mt  to  one  of  them  (the  senior  editor)  in  my  life  i  and 
that  was  once,  this  setsion,  on  the  steps  of  this  Capitol, 
when,  in  renly  to  his  addreas,  I  bade  him  "good  morn- 
ing." This  has  been  the  whole  of  our  intercourse.  Sir, 
if  any  thing  can  do  away  the  effect  of  staleownU  made 
here,  it  is  such  exaggeration,  or  such  careless  misrepre- 
Kntatioo  as  this.  If  I  were  to  put  my  hand  to  that  state- 
ment, I  should  put  my  hand  to  what  is  not  true  ;  for,  as 

-""tt??  *  P^P**" ^>*^t  the  statement  in  it 

s  ftlse~[thrawing  the  paperon  the  floor.]  Isaid  no  such 
tbmg,  as  every  body  knows  that  took  the  trouble- to  listen 
to  me.  1  spoke  of  an  agreement,  or  an  understanding— call 
It  what  you  will— between  the  two  high  contracting  parties 
— neither  of  whom  is  the  President  of  the  United  States — 
wlkich  took  phwe  long  previously  to  a  eeriain  event,  and 
long  previiHiKly  to  its  being  ascertained  that  one  of  those 
parties  was  esLcludeil,  as  a  candidate,  from  the  House  of 
BepniientatireB.   Tha  evidences  of  it  were  given  on 
this  floor,  in  the  contest  whiih  took  place  between  one 
of  those  parties  and  another,  whom  J  had  almrat  called 
bis  colleague  :  for  they  had  represented  the  same  Stiite 
and  town.    It  was  given  in  another  way,  both  before  and 
after  my  departure  for  Europe — in  a  manner  not  to  be 
misunderstood.    This  instance  was  bctore  I  went  to  Eu- 
rope,  in  1824^    I  did  not  know  of  the  fact  of  his  ezchi- 
lion  till  after  my  return,  in  Dec.  1824.    The  first  news 
I  heard  of  it  was  from  Capt.  Hsb,  whocsmedownin  the 
Steam  Boat,  with  bis  usual  sttentioA  and  cwdiality,  and 
greeted  me  on  my  retom :  he  gave  me  the  fint  news  that 
Jackson  waa  ahead  of  all— and  that  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Clay  wouUl  not  come  into  the  House. 
1  liad  no  communication  with  cither  of  these  high  con- 
tracting parties  after  that-*(«xceptone— of  a  certain  sort 
with  one  of  them,  [Hr.W.]  wliich  was  finished  to  my  en- 
tire sat'isfaclion)  during  that  session.    Ye%  1  had— once 
in  the  room  which  is  called  yours.  Sir— I  waa  cower* 
ing  over  the  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  deetlon,  and 
then  believing  that  New  York  would  not  give  her  vote 
for  the  present  Pre«dent-^the  Speakercame  in,and  !  said 
to  him,  *<  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  kept  long  a  balloting." 
He  no  doubt  smiled  at  my  simplicity.    Sir,  what  I  s^id 
on  Friday,  1  shall  put  in  bbtck  and  white— as  soon  as  I 
have  time  to  correct  certain  minute)!,  or  whatever  else 
they  are  called,  that  is  if  they  are  corrifpble.    Sir,  that 
compact,  or  uttderslanding  between  the  two  high  par- 
tie^  was  long  anterior  to  tlie  time  wlien  either  of  Uiem 
tliought  of  the  present  President  aa  the  sucoeasor  to  Mr. 
Monroe.    To  believe  tluit  it  then  liad  fbr  its  object  tke 
elevation  bf.  the  present  ineuntbent,  one  must  suppose, 
that  one  of 'tlie  parties,  who  was  himself  a  candidate, 
wanted  to  defeat  liia  own  election.    Sir,  it  is  a. simple 
case  of  nsdhM^M  ad  sAsurrfum'— not  one  m  those  we  have 
lately  seen— in  which  the  Speaker  himself,  and  not  the 
proiMaition,  was  reduced,  net  absurdtm.    Yet  we  must 
■upiMas  so,  if  the  individual  1  spoke  of  would  have  a  com- 
nunioation  with  Eastern  gentlemen  early  in  18-^  witli  a 


view  to  put  the  present  President  into  the  chair.  Sir,  it 
is  so  ^surd,  tliat  there  is  not  a  child  who  can  be  brou^t 
to  hefiere  it,  eyen  by  the  help  of  sugar  candy— (puttiBr 
a  bit  into  bis  mouth.)  Our  mtereoune  wai  metefy  ensu- 
al,  when  he  ased  the  expression  I  mentioned.  Sir,  this 
is  not  the  Srst,  or  the  second,  or  the  third  time,  that  I 
have  had  oceauon  to  complain  of  the  same  paper,  and 
have  written  to  the  editors  to  that  effect.  On  a  late  oc- 
canon,  I  said,  *'  do  able  and  practised  sUtesmen  believe 
that  if  they  tnimp,  their  adversaries  will  not  trump  too  > 
Why,  ^,  Hnyle  might  have  uught  them  better."  The 
report  In  that  paper  made  me  say,  "  why,  sir,  M<^le, 
their  own  Avorile  book  of  games,  might  have  taught  Uiem 
better."  Wlio  does  not  see  that  this  takes  off  the  pirint 
entn^ly  Sir,  it  makes  that  flat,  and  cowae,-  and  T\^ar, 
and  base,  which  I  malntiun  waa  strictly  pwliamentary,  and 
not  without  point.  With  one  exception — that  about  the 
Irish— and  that  Is  one  where  1  should  have  thought  no 
maneould  liave  misumlerstood  me— arith  that  one  excep- 
tion, sir,  I  have  not  seen  one  report  in  tliat  paper,  of  any 
remarks  of  mine,  (one  only,  which  I  correcteil  fiir  St,) 
which  has  not  filled  me  with  disgust  And  I  fed  Oie 
more  indignant  at  it,  because  those  reports  are  copied 
into  other  opposition  papers.  Sii^  even  tliat  report  about 
the  Irish,  with  the  single  exception  referred  to,  was  a 
miserable  report — I  do  not  say  there  was  prepeniive  ma- 
lice—I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  any— but  I  do  say 
that  it  was  a  moat  wretched  Mpotl.  Sir,  1  must  here  nv 
tiee  another  journal,  on  another  occasion.  During  a  cer- 
tain debate  here,  I  bpoke  of  a  bull  having  been  fulminat- 
ed. Well,  sir,  the  printere  hail  that,  "  hy  those  under 
whose  orders  militiamen  liati  been  shut,  a  bill:**  During 
the  same  debate,  while  a  member  lUr.  Wbmbt]  was 
speaking  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  I  was  told  that 
I  had  been  misinformed  in  the  statement  I  had  made  in 
relation  to  the  shooting  of  miTitiamen  at  Norfolk.  -Nov, 
sir,  such  is  my  horror  of  stating  as  a  fact  that  which  is  not 
a  fact,  that  I  rose  immediately,  interrupted  a  member  m 
an  argument  which  had  no  r«ert:nce  to  that  subject,  and 
with  all  the  distinctness  of  sHiculation  oS  which  I  am  ca- 
pable, I  made  an  explanation,  taking  back  what  I  had 
before  stated,  before  it  could  be  noticed  any  where,  ia 
relation  to  the-shooting  of  the  n^itiamen— <and  said  that 
I  did  not  wish  it  to  go  abroad  wiUioat  tiie  correction.  I 
expected  that  this  counter  statement  vould  »ppMr  m 
the  papers  next  day  t  but  it  was  only  said,  that  Hr.  Has- 
uoLrn  said  a  few  words  in  explanation.  This  was  on  Sa- 
turday—Sunday is  a  blank  day,  as  we  used  to  say  when 
I  was  a  fox-hunter — that  statement  got  to  Richntcmd  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  The  error  could  not  be  corrected 
sooner  tlian  Monday,  and  woidd  reach  Richmond  on  Tues- 
day— here,  ar,  were  forty-eiriit  houn  tor  the  mischief  to 
brew  in.  The  party  referred  to  waa  a  man  of  gaUantfjr. 
and  a  man  of  honor— to  say  more  is.unneceaiaiy. 

Sir,  I  am  not  imputing  motive*— the  motives  are  no- 
thing .to  me— but  if  this  misrepresentation  had  not  ap- 
peared, the  House  slmuld  not  now  have  heard  any  thing 
from  nie.  It  the  printers  would  only  L-t  us  alone,  vr— 
but  I  know  no  public  man  can  exist  on  hour  Without  the 
press,  and  I,  air,  am  a  public  man.  Sir,  I  am  conscious  I 
have  stated  tttat  imperfectly  and  lamely,  whicli  1  tliougirt 
1  could  state  vety  olearly  in  six  words  ;  but  I  shall  only 
serve  as  a  f<^l  to  my  colleague,  on  whose  courtesy,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  House,  1  have  trespassed  too  long,  and 
will  now  hear  him  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  that,  in  embarking  upon  the  wide 
ocean  of  debate  which  lay  before  him,  he  hardly  knew 
fi«m  what  point  to  lake  his  departure,  or  in  wliat  direc- 
tion to  steer  hiacoune.  But,  as  some  chart  waa  indiB- 
pensably  necessary,  on  so  extensive  a  voyage,  he  wotdd 
endeavor  to  take  the  resolutions  upon  the  table  tor  his 

Suide,  witl)  no  other  deviations  than  the  stress  of  aatece- 
eiit  debate  should  unaraidably.  fme  him  into.    In  put^ 
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wing:  tills  eawne  of  disetndon,  h«  thouUI  very  mucli  re- 
gret if  any  Hitng'  he  might  lay  should  excite  a  single  un- 
irieutnt  senwtion  in  the  bosom  any  member  of  the 
House,  or  be  considered,  in  any  deme,  indecorous  op 
(lisrespectful  towards  any  member  of  the  Government. 
I  may  Iraly  affim,  said  Hr.  R.  that  I  entertain  none  other 
tban'the  kindest  feedings  for  every  gentlenwn  with  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  associated  upon  this  floor;  and 
towards  the  members  of  the  Adroinistntion,  however 
much  I  may  be  polittoAIy  opimaed  to  them,  I  have  never 
iistbored  the  slightest  sentiment  of  dl.wiU  or  personal  an- 
tipathy. But^  asgaardian»of  the  |)ublie  weal,  and  sen- 
tinels of  the  public  liberty,  it  sometimes  becomes  oiir  du- 
ty here  to  speak  unpalatable  truths.  In  doing  so,  I  have 
always  endeavtired  to  separate  the  private  from  the  pub- 
lic charactem  of  persons  in  office ;  ftnd  white  I  reserve 
to  myself,  at  all  timea,  every  legitiniate  freedom  of  re- 
mark upon  their  official  conduct,  I  hope  1  shall  never  say 
any  thing  which  yi,  ould  be  a  just  cause  of  personal  offence 
to  them  or  their  friends. 

In  this  spirit,  I  proceed  to  the  coMideratiott  of  the  re- 
s^utions  HpoN  <be  taUe.  There  are  two  features  com- 
mon to  aH  the  propositions.  Tliey  all  contemplate  an 
iaqwry  into  the  expediency  of  retr.  nching  the  Tulure  ex- 
penses of  the  Govem'meitt,  and  an  examination  into  its 
past  di^ursements.  Sir,  I  am  deddedly  friendly  to  both 
of  these  objects.  But  as  a  means  of  effecting  them,  I 
^eAr  the  resolution  recently  submitted  by  my  friend 
n<am_ Sooth-Carolina,  [Hr.  Haxii-toii]  because  it  is  more 
specific  an  I  pmcttcal  in  its  character,  and  because  it  pro- 
pnaca  to  employ  the  instrumettUlily  of  a  special,  instead 
of  a  Standing  Comnnttee.  6ir,  I  am  persmded,  from  the 
extent  and  ma^itudc  of  the  inquiiy,  that  it  cannot  be  sa> 
tisTactorily  conducted  by  any  of  the  Standing  Comminees, 
already  burthcned  with  pK^ewsting  duties.  I  liope, 
therefore,  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  8. 
Carolina,  will  receive  the  support  of  every  one  who  has 
tJ»e  cMiae  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart. 

Though  it  is  rather  okl  fashioned  doctrine.  Mr  Speaker, 
I  am  one  of  those  who  have  the  cause  of  retrenchment 
really  at  heart,  1  believe  there  to  great  occasion  for  it 
It  is  now  twenty-6re  yesrs  dnce  tbwe  has  been  any  sys- 
tematic reformation  in  the  organisation  snd  expenaet  of 
the  several  Departments  of  the  Government  Therefor 
■utioii  I  diude  to,  was  at  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's Administration,  when  it  was  tiiorough  and  com- 
plete. Conudoring  the  tendency  of  aU  Governments  to 
abuse,  to  the  accumulation  of  unnecessary  expenses,  and 
the  ineumbtsnce  of  useless  ofices.  1  cannot  doubt  that 
there  has  arisen  mnch  tinoe  that  period  which  requires 
correction.  The  tfee  of  Executive  patronage  is  continu- 
ally  throwing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which  as  con- 
»lantly  call  for  llie  application  of  the  pruning-knife. 

While  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bvia- 
bttJ  asseuled  to  the  general  tendency  of  all  GovemmenU 
to  abuse,  he  said,  that  the  abuse  to  which  this  Govern- 
toent  was  roost  prone,  was  the  abuse  of  i^nUnony.  Sir, 
this  idea  is  contradicted  by  tbe  whole  history  of  the  ope- 
nitions  of  the  Geveminent ;  and  a  little  reflection  will.  I 
think,  satisfy  the  gentleman  himself  that  his  notion  is  M- 
lacioua.  How  are  the  expenses  of  this  Government  sup- 
f>hed  t  By  direct  imnoaitions  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
people  f  No,  sir,  if  this  were  tlie  case,  it  would  be  some 
check  upon  the  extravagance  of  the  Government.  In  the 
8tate  Governments,  whenever  a  new  expenditure  is  au- 
thorized, (he  means  of  meeting  that  expenditure  must  be 
provided  by  lUrect  taxation  upon  tlie  People.  The  tax- 
Ipitherer  goes  annually  to  the  eitizen,and  exacts  from  him 
his  share  of  the  public  eontribiitiona.  If  lie  finds  that 
share  greater  than  it  was  the  year  befi)re,  he  knows  by 
whose  act  it  is  sot  he  demands  of  his  Representative  the 
reason  fat  it;  and  unlem  (bat  reafon  is  satis&ctory,  be 
^•miisct  lHm»  and  dmKi  tnollier.  It  it  this  direct  and 


ondif^iised  operation  of  tlw  system  of  public  revenue, 
under  the  State  Governments,  which  renderb  the  Repre- 
sentative practically  and  consUnlly  responsible  to  hw  con- 
stiluentB,  and  this  responsibility  is  a  sufficient  security 
against  prodigality  in  the  Government. 

But.  in  (his  Government,  the  revenue  which  suppues 
the  public  expenditures,  is  not  drawn  into  the  Treasury 
directly  from  the  pockets  of  the  People,  althourf*  they 
ultimately  pay  H.  Tliey  pay  it,  however,  in  the  shape 
of  an  increased  price  for  the  commodities  they  consume  i 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to  an  »ct  of 
the  Government,  thev  generally  look  no  farther  than  the 
merchant  with  wltom'  tl»ey  deal.  In  this  way,  the  impo- 
sition is  disguised,  and  the  Repreaent^ve  is  screened 
from  responsibility.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  TOte  miUiona 
of  dollars  here,  with  not  so  much  hentation  or  compunc- 
tion as  we  vote  thousands  in  the  SUte  Legidatures.  It 
is  for  this  reason,  tliat  the  tendency  of  tWs  GovemrtKnt, 
so  long  as  the  national  revenue  ia  derived  principidly  from 
external  duties,  will  be  to  nroAinon  and  extravagance  t 
and  not,  as  the  gentleman  ftom  Haisadiusetts  n^ipoies, 
to  parsimony. 

I'hese  general  considerations  suffieieutty  indicate  to 
my  raind,tTie  aecewty  of  some  reviuon  rftbe  expenses  of 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  retrenchment  But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Snausr]  said,  that 
some  baus  ought  to  be  laid  for  the  inquiiy.  What,  sir  ! 
does  the  gentlenun  require  actual  proof  of  the  existesice 
of  abuses/  This  proof  cannot  be  tad  without  InquBy. 
If,  then,  we  can  i«ke  no  initiatory  measure,  Ibr  the  cor- 
rection of  abuses,  without  previous  proof  of  their  exist 
encet  as  that  proirf' cannot  be  had  wkbout  inqaiiy,  and 
as,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
^Inmia.  no  inquiry  on  the  subject  ought  to  be  made 
without  prooG  abuses  must  ever  retrain  uncorrected. 
Tbe  effect  of  the  doctrine  is  to  ^Iter  the  abuses  of  Go- 
vernment with  an  inviolable  sanctuary- 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleraan  somrted  another 
reason  against  this  inquiry,  which  surprised  am  no  less- 
He  said  he  would  not  move  such  an  inqdnr,  bccMselt 
was  caleulsted  to  weaken  the  affeotionf  of  the  People  for 
the  Government,  (not  the  Executive  Department  mvnAy, 
but  the  whole  Government)  by  giving  sanction  to  the 
idea  that  there  are  abuses  here.  Sir,  I  would  res- 
pectfuDy  submit  it  to  that  gentleman,  whether  the  aflee- 
lions  and  confidence  of  the  People  will  be  mopt  weaken- 
ed by  the  suppression  of  inquiry,  and  thereby  produang 
upon  the  pubfic  mind  the  impresMon  that  we  are  dupes, 
ed  to  connive  at,  and  acquiesce  in,  abuses  or  by  pursuing 
inquiiy  to  show  a  determination  either  to  purify  tbe  Go- 
vernment ftom  abuses^  if  they  exist,  or  to  clear  it  of  the 
otUum  and  suspicion  of  them,  if  tiiey  do  not  cxwt. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennmlvama  look  still 
bolder  ground.  He  not  only  said  that  there  wainosuffi- 
cient'proof  of  abuses  calliitf  Ibr  reform,  but  be  attempt- 
ed to  show,  that,  in  fact,  tiicre  are  no  abusei,  and  that 
the  administration  of  the  Government  is  disUnguiAed  by 
extraordinary  economy.  Sir,  how  did  Ik  make  this  out  ? 
By  reviewing  the  fiscal  operations  of  tbe  Government  foe 
the  last  twelve  yean,  from  1815  to  1827,  and  exbibitiog 
their  accumulated  results.  He  told  us  that,  wttiiin  tint 
period,  seventy  millions  of  the  public  debt  had  been  jnud 
oflT,  besides  mvntaining  the  Amy,  the  Navy,  tbe  Civil 
list,  and  all  the  other  braiidiea  of  the  i^uUic  service  ( 
and  seemed  to  rely  upon  tins  as  a  conchisive  proof  of  tiie 
eccHiomical  administratioo  of  our  finances.  Sir,  the  first 
remark  which  occurs  upon  this  statement  is,  that,  adtakt- 
ting  its  suffidency  os  evidence  of  economy,  it  does  not 
prove,  what  is  the  only  matter  with  which  we  have  any 
coneem.  that  the  Adminiotration  of  the  Government  ia, 
at  the  present  time,  an  economical  one.  It  ootdd  pron 
only,  that,  in  timea  past,  titer*  has  been  economy !  ^ 
I   Bui,  dr,  I  waive  tUa  objection,  and  wiUgv  bade  wilb 
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the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  retrospect.  Is  it  not  a 
little  singular,  tha',  while  the  gentleman  was  telling  na  of 
the  amount  of  debt  which  had  been  paid  off*,  and  the 
expenses  which  had  been  met  by  the  GoTernment,  as  evi- 
dence of  its  economy,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  he 
otight  to  have  told  us  iomelhing  of  the  meana  which  had 
been  put  at  its  disposal,  for  the  accomplishment  of  these 
objects  }  Economy,  tar,  is  a  relative  thing  \  it  depends 
on  the  proportion  between  the  results  wliieh  have  been 
accomplished,  and  the  resources  whieh  have  been  fur^ 
niiihed  for  accompli^ing  them. 

Now,  nr,  what  were  the  resources  of  ibe  Government 
during  those  twelve  years,  from  whieh  Uie  honorable 
gentleman  has  collected  the  results  he  so  ftimlty  display- 
ed to  the  admiration  of  the  House  Why,  air,  more 
than  300  irolKons  of  dollars.  During  several  years  of  the 
period  included  in  the  honorable  )|^n(lemftn*a  retrospect, 
we  had  direct  taxes,  md  a  system  of  internal  revenue  ; 
and  from  those  sources,  added  to  the  customs,  tiie  sales 
of  public  lands,  ami  (he  bank  bonus  and  dividends,  the 
whole  revenue  which  flowed  into  tlie  public  lYeasur}*, 
from  1815  to  1837,  conwderably  exeeedetl  300  millions 
of  dallftrs  !  Now,  kt,  with  s<ich  a  fund  a»  this  at  its  dia- 
posal,  is  it  proof,  either  of  extraorilinary  frtigaliiy,  or  of 
eonsttmmate  fiauieial  skill  m  the  Government,  to  have 
paid  off  70  nriWona  of  the  debt,  and  defrayed  its  current 
expenses  \ 

The  average  annual  receipts  of  the  Government,  dtir- 
tng  thia  period,  aoMHinted  to  more  than  35  millic^ns.  We 
wtllaupnow  that  about  10  millions  were  annually  appli- 
ed to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The 
ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  Government  may  have 
amounted  to  about  another  sinn  of  10  millions  annually  ) 
and  there  then  remained  a  sum  of  S  millions  to  be  ex- 
pended ad  libitum.  How  the  honoreble  gentlenuit  can 
deduce,  from  these  Oicti^  an  cyidence  of  the  economy  uf 
the  Government,  I  cannot  conceive. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Penniylvania  exhibited 
another  view  oT this  subject,  tat  the  pur|)o>e  of  showing 
us  how  ligtitly'we  are  taxed  for  the  support  of  our  insti- 
tutions. He  told  us  that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the 
Government,  for  the  year  1836,  was  24  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which,  assessed  upon  our  twelve  millions  of  popu- 
lation, produces  a  charge  of  only  two  dollars  a  head, 
while,  according  to  a  statement  he  made,  the  taxation  of 
the  BritUi  People  amounts  to  fifteen  dellara  a  head.  Ob- 
serving, (in  passing  merely,)  Ihut  the  gentleman  has 
stated  the  amount  of  public  burthens  in  Great  Britain, 
enormous  as  they  certainly  are,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
I  have  ever  seen  any  authority  for,  1  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  satisfy  him,  that  he  has  put  our  own  much  too  low. 
His  atatementpretermita  several  important  items,  which 
undoubtedly  enter  largely  into  our  complicated  system 
uf  public  biirtHens. 

He  seemed  to  assume  the  amount  of  duties  paid  to  the 
Government,  aa  the  full  measure  of  Americnu  taxation. 
But,  Sir,  thia  is  nnt  so.  It  istrue  that  the  proceeds  ofthe 
duties  are  all  which  the  Government  receives,  but  they 
are  not  all  that  the  People  pay.   I'he  merchant,  who 

Kays  the  duties  to  the  Government  in  advance,  musi  have 
is  profit  upon  tliat  advance  included  in  the  price  of  the 
goods  I  and  this  profit,  repeate<l  and  multiplied  through 
a  series  o[  extiltanges,  amounts,  at  lut,  to  a  heavy  tax 
upon  the  consumer,  over  and  above  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  to  the  Goveniment.  Tlie  ordinary  amount  of  duties 
IS  twenty-odd  millions,  and  the  usual  mercantile  profit,  of 
from  33^,  to  50  per  cent-  open  that  sum,  would  raise  the 
whole  charge,  imposed  by  (he  General  Government,  to 
about  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  But  to  ascertain  the  full 
amount  of  public  burthens  austainetl  by  the  People  of 
this  country,  you  must  also  take  into  the  account  the  taxes 
imposed  by  tlie  SUte  Oovemmenta,  withall  their  subor- 
dinate local  jurisdictiotM^  eotnprebendintb  be^dcs  the 


general  revenue  of  the  State,  the  county  levies,  the  par- 
ish rate*,  and  numerous  other  public  exactions  of  one  sort 
or  another,  which  have  been  estimated  by  a  most  able 
statist,  as  well  as  statesman,  [Col.  Bxnoir,  of  the  Se- 
nate,] at  a  round  sum  of  twenty  milfions  of  dollars  more. 

We  have  thus  a  grand  tnbil  of  fifty  mnlltons  of  dollsrsr 
instead  of  twcnty-odJ  milfions,  for  tlie  amount  of  public 
contributions  levied  upon  the  People  of  this  coontrjr 
which,  deducting  from  our  population,  two  millions  for 
slaves  who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  charge  upon  the  ic«due, 
of  five,  instead  of  two  dollars  a  hcM.  Now,  Sir,  thi» 
does  Wpear  to  me  to  be  an  enonnotM  load  of  taxattoii, 
even  fur  a  much  oMer  People  than  we  are  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly one  of  (he  must  profound  politicians  of  the  old 
world,  the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  stated 
elsewhere  by  the  ffeatleman  to  whom  I  hare  already  at* 
hided,)  in  graduatiiw  the  actual  taxation  of  difTerent 
eountnea,  has  placea  us  upon  the  scale  in  a  middle  posi- 
tion between  Great  Britain,  the  most  heavily  taxed,  and 
FraiKe,  Uie  next  most  heavily  taxed  country,  f^vX  for 
the  exception  he  makes  of  u^)  in  the  world. 

But,  Sir,  the  comparison  whieh  the  gentleman  firooi 
Pennsylvania  made  between  this  eountiT  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  purpose  of  shumng  the  relative  modetalion 
of  our  public  burtlteos,  is  obviously  unfair,  b  many  res- 
pects. The  British  Government  is  now  nearly  e^gbt  cen- 
turies old,  and  during'  Utat  time  has  been  engaged  in  a 
lon^  succesnon  of  wars,  fVmign  or  doniestie,  which  have 
accumulated  upon  it  an  Immeiwe  mass  of  public  debt. 
To  pay  the  interest  of  this  debt,  and  whatever  portion  of 
its  principal  it  may,  and  at  the  same  time  to  support  the 
cumbrous  and  expensive  cstablisbments  which  renrit  from 
its  political  organization,  tt  must  impose  opon  its  snbjects 
a  weight  of  taxation  equal  to  their  utmost  capacity  to 
bear.  But  our  situation  a  altogetlwr  different.  Our  na- 
tional existence  hardly  extends  beyond  half  a  century^ 
and  the  aimplicity  of  eur  republican  institutions  neither 
requires  nor  tolerates  the  costly  appendages  which  1» 
loifg  to  other  Govcmmenla.  The  pubKc  debt  of  Great 
Britain  amounts,  at  this  moment,  between  three  and  four 
thousand  milNons  of  dollars  \  an  amount  more  than  fifty 
times  greater  than  our  national  debt.  NvWf  as  the  bur- 
thens imposed  by  every  (;ovemmeiit,  must  be  in  prt^Kir. 
(ion  to  the  charges  exiatlng  upon  it,  I  would  ask,  whb 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  mad^  between  Ores* 
Britain  and  this  country,  under  tliese  wkkljr  Afferent 
eircunutances,  with  a  view  to  teat  the  economy  ef  our 
Ooveinment  ? 

But,  Sir,  I  proteat  irftogether  against  comparisona  with 
Foreign  Governmwili.  Our  institutions,  our  situation, 
moral  and  physical,  the  gen  us  and  habits  of  our  People, 
are  all  pecubcir.  Ttiey  are  «ri  gentria.  In  having  tne 
freest  Government  in  tlie  world,  «  e  are  entided,  by  the 
Avor  of  Providence,  to  the  greatest  Aare  of  public  bteei' 
ings  i  and  among  tliom,  tb;>t  we  alrauhl  not  be  siibjeoted 
to  a  relentless  taxation  which  hikes  "from  tho  mouth  of 
labor,  the  bread  it  has  cameil."  In  what  constats  the  va- 
lue of  a  free  Governmcni,  if  it  is  not  tliat,  by  the  constant 
influence  and  control  of  llio  will  of  the  People  over  their 
rulers,  tlic  Government  is  restrained  from  OMNressiotia 
pecuniary  as  well  aa  personal  Sir,  the  honorable  geiw 
tiemnn  from  Penns)'lvaiiia  did  not  tell  n«  to  what  a  siUw* 
tion  the  People  of  Great  Britun  had  been  reduced  bf 
their  public  burthens— of  the  number  of  their  paupers 
and  starvelings— that  two-flfths  of  the  whole  populatwii 
of  thstcounliy  were  kept  alive  by  being  billeted  upon 
the  constrained  charity  of  the  remaining  thr<:e  fifths. 

Would  ilie  worthy  gentleman  have  us  esteem  ourselves, 
happy,  and  without  any  cause  to  complain  of  government- 
al oxactions,  aa  loi^  as  we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of 
thia  extremity  of  wretchednesa  '  I  hope  not.  Sir.  I  have 
long  thou^it,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to  express 
such  an  opmion,  that  there  Is  twt  great  a  cU^Mwtioa  amoi^ 
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Dine  of  our  £iHngiUdwd  SUteamen  to  bring  our  ^airs, 
ur  poli^  and  ourprindple^  to  the  aundtrd  of  Foreign 
jovernmenta.  A  prominent  feature  in  the  celebrated 
irat  Mesaage  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  to  Congress, 
ras  ita  perpetual  fond  recurrence  to  the  pruceedinga  of 
^oreig^  OoTernmenti,  as  the  lesson  of  our  poUtieu  du- 
iei^  and  the  measure  of  our  political  powers.  He  told 
a  what  France,  what  Riuria,  what  Great  Britain  had 
lone,  and  gave  us  to  undoatand  that  we  should  go 
>nd  do  likewise.  Now,  Sir,  to  all  Uus  I  object,  as  anti- 
Imerican— as  anti-Bepubliean.  Our  circumstances  and 
>ur  institutions  are  peculiar,  and  bo  too  should  be  our 
lolicy. 

_  But,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  public  ezpen> 
Uturea.  I  would  say  to  the  honorable  gentleman  rrom 
Penn«>'lvaniB,  that  toe  tnie  mode  of  testing  the  economy 
»f  our  GorernnMn^  at  any  fpvta  perioQ,  is  not  to  com- 
fiare  iu  expenses  with  those  of  a  Foreign  Oovemment, 
>ut  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period.  Now*  Sir,  if 
we  do  this  we  sbsll  find  that,  during  Mr.  JefTerson^s  Ad- 
ministration,  in  1802,  for  example,  the  whole  expendituKS 
:>f  the  Government,  exclusire  of  ttie  payments  of  the 
;>ublic  debt,  amounted  to  {3,737,079,  i  while  the  same 
class  of  expenditures,  during  the  year  1836,  according  to 
the  laatTreasuiyTcport,ainountcdtofl3,063,3l6.  Here, 
then  we  have  an  increase  of  expenditure  equal  to  .  350 
per  cen^  in  less  than  35  years,  which,  after  making  eve- 
ry allowance  for  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
pansion of  its  institutions,  does  aeem  to  me  to  .be  dispro- 
portionate and  extravagant. 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  npnn  ^ese  views,  because 
I  have  a  deep  and  settled  conviction,  tliat  economy  is  a 
cardinal  virtue  in  every  Republican  Government  It  is 
not  niereW  for  the'pecuniary  saving,  and  the  consequent 
relief  to  the  indostry  and  resources  of  the  People,  which 
it  brings  with  it,  that  I  esteem  it.  It  is  still  more  for  its 
political  effects.  It  is  not  only  the  close  ally,  but  the 
surest  guarantee  of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  in- 
strument for  restraining  that  dangerous  principle  of  Ex- 
ecutive influence,  which  is  perpetually  undermining  and 
usailing  the  Mtric  of  free  Gorernment  every  where,  and 
of  our  own  not  less  than  others. '  This  influence  exerts 
Mid  enlarsres  itself  through  the  disburaements  of  public 
money,  ultimittely  under  one  sliape  or  uiother.  Diminish 
tlie  public  expenditure,  then,  and  you  at  the  saroe  time 
dimitiisli  Executive  influence. 

Sir,  J  may  have  fears  upon  this  subject,  which  firmer 
minds  can  and  do  repel  i  but  it  lias  long  been  my  opi- 
nion, tlw  there  is  a  decided  tendenpy  in  our  GuTcmment 
to  a  dangerous  and  dispproportionate  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  Executive  branch,  and  that  Monatcliy  is  the 
edthanasta  of  our  political  system.  Gentlemen  who  treat 
fe»r"  as  altogether  vislonarj',  and  those  especially, 
#ho  like,  ilie  distinguislted  member  from  Peniisylvania, 
connder  patronage  a  disad\at)tage,  rather  than  an  aid  to 
*D  AdminiatratioD,  have  not,  I  am  persuaded,  explored 
the  full  extent  and  range  of  this  powerfU)  engine,  in  tlie 
UMgnitudc  whtcli  it  has,  at  present,  attained.  Having 
been  led,  by  particular  drcumatances,  during  the  last  ses- 
Moii  of  Coiigres?,  to  look  into  this  subject,  I  will  repeat 
hcic  the  result  of  an  investigation  tlien  very  caremlly 
■nade.  Hmy  persons  hare  hastily  supposed  that  the  pa- 
ttvnage  of  the  Executive  consisted  exclusively  in  appoiut- 
(nents  to  office.  But  an  equally,  if  not  more  important 
brunch  of  patronage,  connits  in  the  dtspostiion  of  public 
moneys  ihroitf^  the  medium  of  contracta  made  under  the 
direction  of  tlie  Executive.  Both  of  these  branches  were 
inclnded  in  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  Executive  pa- 
tronage,  made  by  Mr.  Galtatiu  in  "99.  and  1  took  the  list 
CI  item^  enumerated  by  him,  as  the  oasis  of  my  calcula- 
tion. 

In  doing  this,  I  found  that  the  ''annual  pay  of  the  ofS- 
cen  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Treasury,  Slate, 


War,  and  Navy,  and  their  dependencies ;  of  the  Attorney 
General,  and  Poatmaster  General,  Judges^  Marshals,  and 

District  Attorneys,  Officers  of  the  Customs,  Postmasterst 
of  Diplomatic  characters,  Commercial  Agents,  (excluuve 
of  Consuls^)  Commissioners  under  Treaties,  I'erritorial 
Officers^  IncHan  Agents,  Surreyora,  Register^  Receirerf, 
jcc.  )**  in  fin^  the  pay  <rf  all  Civil  Officers^  whose  appinnt* 
inents  depend  upon  the  Executive,  added  to  the  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Army  and  favy,  amounted  to 
about  93,500,000;  and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  dis- 
posed of  by  contracts  made  under  the  direction  of  tlie 
Executive,  including  Fortifications,  Docks,  Navy  Yards, 
Internal  Improvements^  Light-houses,  transporution  cf 
the  Mail,  supplying  the  provitton^  clothing,  guns,  can- 
non, fco.  for  the  Army,  building  ships,  and  fiirnishing  sup- 
plies neceasary  fbr  the  Navy,  wu  about  94,50^000; 
making  an  aggregate  of  ei^  wullioni  annually :  fbur 
times  the  amount  ofExeeutiTepatronage^  as  estioiated  by 
Mr.  Gallatin  in  *99. 

Now,  Sir,  when  the  honorable -gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania comes  to  survey  this  immense  field,  so  produc- 
tive in  rich  rewuds,  ,be  can  na  longer,  I  am  sure,  consi- 
der its  possession  a  disadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it. 
Ha  will  see  tilat,  although  the  hopes  of  an  expectant  may 
be  semetimei  disappointed,  in  relation  to  a  particuhv 
office,  yet  that,  in  Uie  multiplicity  of  other^boona  and 
favors  to  be  disposed  of,  ample  means  are  afforded  tore- 
tain  his  fidelity,  and  to  console  and  indemnify  him  for  his 
first  disappointment. 

Believing  this  immense  force  of  Executive  patronage 
to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty,  and  as  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  money  must  necesfarilr  be  made  by  the 
executive  branch  of  the  GoTemment,  diat  «very  iDcrease 
of  expenditure  tends  directly  to  increase  the  influence  of 
that  Department,  I  aot  for  embradng  every  fit  occaaioii 
to  reduce  tlie  public  expenditure  to  the  real  demands  of 
the  public  service.  It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  po- 
litical objeet,  that  I  attach  so  much  importance  to  a  wise 
economy  in  the  administration  of  our  public  affiurs.  When 
Mr.  Burke  pVoposed  his  great  scheme  <^  economical  re- 
fiirm,  he  did  nut  look  merely  to  the  saving  of  money, 
tliough  that  was  aomelhing  to  a  People  groaning  beneath 
the  weight  of  their  public  burthens— but  be  looked  be- 
yond, to  the  higher  object  of  diminishing,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  pecuniary  retrenchment,  the  danger- 
ous and  growing  influence  of  the  Crown.  When,  in  the 
same  memomble  year,  Mr.  Dunning  submitted  liis  cele- 
brated resolution,  affirnung  tliat  tiie  influence  of  the 
Crown  had  increaaed,  was  increasiiw,  and  ought  to  bo 
dimiidahed,**  he  submitted  by  the  due  of  it,  another  reso- 
lution, affirming  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  examine  into,  and  correct  abuses, 
in  tlie  expendittve  of  the  public  revenue,  and  declared 
that  both  proposttiona  stood  upon  one  great  principle. 

Sir,  there  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  own  coun- 
try, when  these  doctrines  were  not  only  avowed,  but  prac. 
Vised,  i  allude.  Sir,  to  the  Presidency  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
wMeh  I  have  ever  looked  back  to  as  Uie  purest  era  of  our 
Government—- as  th^  cm  of  sound  principles  and  of  correct 
practices.  As  I  hope  tlie  doctrines  of  that-day  will  ones 
again,  at  no  very  remote  perio<l,  come  into  bvor,  and  as 
they  are  particularly  applicable  to  the  subject  of  our  pre- 
sent delibemtions,  I  must  beg  permission  to  read  a  beau- 
tiful development  of  them  in  the  words  of  their  great 
teacher. 

In  his  first  official  communication  to  Congress,  he  held 
the  following  language: 

•*  Tliese  views  are  formed  on  the  expectation  tliat  a 
sensible,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  salutary  reduction,  may 
take  place  in  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this  pur- 
pose, those  of  the  Civil  Government,  the  Army,  and  Na- 
vy, will  need  revisal.  When  we  consider  that  this  Go- 
vernment b  charged  with  the  external  and  mutual  rels. 
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tiMWOoly  of  thtoe  Stktet ;  that-the  States  theinKl«>C8 
have  the  pnncipal  care  of  bur  penora,  our  prop«rtj',  and 
our  reputation,  c<Hiftitiidng  tbe  great  field  of  liuraan  con- 
caiM,  we  may  welldoubt  whether  our  or|(tnintion  »  not 
too  complicated,  too  expjBniite—wlMther  offioea  and  of- 
ficen  Iwre  not  been  multiplied  unneceauMlyt  and  tome- 
timea  injunoualy  to  the  service  thev  wore  meant  to  peo- 
mote.  1  will  cause  to  be  bud  ben>re  you  an  essay  to- 
wiria  a  statement  of  those  who,  under  the  public  employ- 
ment of  various  kiii^  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  or 
from  our  oitizens.  Time  has  not  permitted  a  perfect 
enumeration,  Uie  ramtficatkms  of  office  being  too  multi- 
plied and  too  remote  to  be  completely  tneed  in  a  first 
trial.  Amoiw  those  who  are  dependent  on  Bieoutive 
discretioot  I  have  begun  the  reduction  of  what  waa  deem- 
ed unneceasny.  Tlie  expenses  of  dipkNBMk  agency 
have  been  coasiderably  dimi!iidked.  The  inspeetors  of 
internal  revenue,  who  were  found  to  obstruct  the  ac- 
countability of  the  institution,  have  been  discontinued. 
Sei^erai  agencies,  created  by  the  Executive  authority,  on 
salaries  fixed  by  that  also,  have  been  suppressed,  and 
shotUd  suggest  the  expedieney  of  regulating  that  power 
by  Uw,  so  as  to  subject  iu  exercise  to  tiie  legidaure  in* 
Bpectiun  and  sanction.  Other  reformations  of  the  same 
kuid  will  be  punued,  with  that  caution  which  is  requinte, 
in  removing  useless  things,  not  to  injure  what  is  retain- 
ed. But  the  great  mass  of  public  offices  is  established 
by  law,  and,  therefore,  by  Uw  alone  can  "be  abolished. 
Should  Uie  Legiriature  think  it  expedient  to  pass  this  roll 
in  review,  and  to  try  all  its  parts  by  the  test  of  public  uti- 
Ji^,  they  may  be  assured  ol  every  aid  and  light  which  Ex- 
icutive  mfurmation  can  yield.  Considering  the  gener^ 
tcndeitcy  to  multiply  officers  and  dependencies,  and  to 
increase  expense  to  the  uhimate  term  of  burthen  which 
the  citixen  can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  STkil  ourselves  of 
evety  occasion  which  presents  itself  for  taking  otf  the 
surcharge ;  that  it  never  may  be  seen  here,  that,  aRer 
kaving  to  labor  the  amalleat  portion  of  its  eartungs,  on 
wbtdi  it  can  subvst.  Government  shall  itself  consume  the 
residue  of  what  it  was  instituted  to  guard.  *  In  our  care, 
too,  of  the  public  contributions  entrusted  to  oUr  lUreution, 
it  would  be  prudent  to  muliiply  barriers  against  their  dis- 
sipatieii,  by  appropriating  specific  sums  to  every  specific 
purpose  susceptible  of  definition  (  by  disallowing  all  ap- 
plications of  money  rat^K">g  from  ^he  appropriation  in  ob- 
j«  ct,  or  ttanscendmg  it  in  amount ;  by  reducing  the  unde- 
fined fiekl  vf  c<intingencie^  and  thereby  circumacribing 
^scretionary  powers  over  money;  and  by  bringing  back  to 
to  a  nngledepartment,all  accuuntabiliiies  tor  money,  where 
the  examination  maybe  prompt,efficaeiouB,  and  umform.'* 
I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  T  had  always  regarded  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  purest  and  bright- 
est era  of  our  Government.  Is  not  the  pregnant  exlraci , 
which  I  have  just  read  from  his  first  mesiage  to  Congress, 
sufficient  evidence,  in  itself,  of  the  justness  of  this  praise  ? 
It  is  possible  to  conceive  a  nobler  spectacle  than  he  pre- 
sented  on  that  occasion  t  The  Chief  klagiitrate  of  a  na- 
tion  voluntarily  divesting  hintseir,  by  bts  own  act,  where 
it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of  every  attribute  of 
his  power,  which,  however  Hdvanlageuiis  to  himself,  he 
deemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  tnlrreat  t  and 
in  cases  where  it  was  not  competent  for  him  to  apply  tlie 
remedy,  calling  upon  the  legislative  uithoriiy  to  do  so, 
by  reducing  his -patronage,  arcumseribing  his  discretion, 
iiikI  defining  his  powrra  !  Sir.  the  spectacle  is  rare  as  it 
was  noble.  If  it  was  not  presumption  in  me,  1  would 
venture  lo  recommend  it  to  the  imitation  of^he  distingiiish- 
rd  inilividuals  who  now  preside  over  tlie  administration 
of  our  public  affairs.  Ittey  might  find  it,  perhaps,  tjie 
most  ett'eetiul  means  of  acquiring  present  nopubu-ily,  as 
it  certainly  would  be  of  eammg  true  glory  for  Uie  future. 
But  they  seem  to  have  taken  a  different  view  of  what  be- 
came their  situation. 
Th^  whcde  cotitse  bu  been  in  striking  oontnut  with 


the  sdf-denying  republicanism  of  Mr.  JeStnam.  Inrteej 
of  renouNcmg  the  exercise  of  power  which  the  laws  and 
the  Constitu^n  hsd  given  them,  w^  have  seen  them  Iny- 
mg  cbum  to  powers  which  are  Mnetiened  br  nrntheri  m 
stena  of  the  suppression  of  unneceMsir  omces^  mid  the 
curUilment  of  ExectiUve  patronage,  we  have  seen  Uiem 
mpidly  multiplied  and  increcKd,  under  their  auspice*  » 
instead  of  reeommen^g  the  limitation  of  Executive  dis- 
cretion over  the  public  disbursements,  we  have  seen 
asking  tor  hu^  gmnU  of  public  money,  to  be  expended 
at  their  mwe  wiH  and  pleasure.  To  descend  •  little  more 
mto  detail— let  roe  ask  if  "the  expenses  of  diplonmtoc 
agemn  hare  been  consider^Iy  diminished  i"  It  is  noto- 
mus  tlist  they  have  increased,  and  I  shaO  P««n*V^!' 
tempt  to  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  that  incrense. 
Have  "  any  agendes,  created  by  Executive  authority,  on 
salaries  ftxedby  Biat  also,  been  suppreased  »*•  Let  the  sfr 
cret  h'Mtofyof  the  Executive  Departments  give  thcanswep. 

Wliat  respect  has  been  paid  by  Uie  present  Admiw*. 
tration  to  those  great  maxims  of  fiscal  responmrnhty,  in- 
culcated by  Mr.  Jefferson  7  Have  they  been  wiUii^  to 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  of  "appropriating  «pe«fic 
■unu  to  every  specific  purpose  susceptible  of  *»™'"J'"*^- 
Fw  an  answer,  I  refer  to  an  estimate  of  one  ot  the  De- 
partment* i  in  which,  to  etfect  a  survey  of •^^fj" 
naU  of  national  importance,  which  may  surely  be  delwea,  . 
if  any  thing  be  susceptible  of  definition,  we  are  asked  to 
appropriate  a  sum  of  *50.000-it  waa  JSOjOOO  last  year— 
fbr  the  survey  of  lueh  Mutes  as  the  President  may  thmk 
proper  to  denominate  national.  Havetiieyshown»orere* 
pect  for  another  of  those  maxims,  tiiat  which  enj«ins  ■ 
"  disallowance  of  all  applications  of  money  yarymg  trom 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  tnnscendmg  it  in 
There  is  now  a  comainnication  upon  our.  Ubles  from  tlie 
Head  of  another  of  tiie  DepMtments,  seeking  to  be  eman- 
cipated from  this  reslra'mt,  and  asking  for  the  privilege 
of  transferring  appropriationi  from  ope  object  of  "pen- 
diture  to  another.  ;Hu  there  been  a  d'lsposiUon  manifest- 
ed in.  the  estimates  of  any  of  the  Departmenta.  to  "  re- 
does the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and  there^ 
ciKumscribe  d'ocrctionary  powers  over  money  Sir.  rt 
will  be  found  tiiat  this  "  field  of  contingencies,"  inMead 
of  being  reduced  by  the  present  Administratioo,  has 
been  gieatlv  extended,  and  Uiat "  the  discretionary  pow. 
er»  of  the  licecutive  over  the  public  mimex,"  have  been 
proportionally  enlarged.  Some  of  the  itema  in  thn  in- 
crease of  «•  contingencies,"  I  shall  h»ve  oecasroo  to  hnng 
more  parlioolarly  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 

As  1  have  thus  ventured,  Mr  Speaker,  to  present  my- 
self  in  the  unfashionable,  if  not  invidious  chanicter,  of  an 
economial,  I  muat  be  permitted  to  atale,  •wnewlmtniK^ 
in  detail,  what  are  my  notions  upon  this  subject  Though 
the  advocate  of  economy,  I  am  not,  Sw,  the  advocate  or 
a  niggardly  parsimony.  I  would  do  away  all  sinecure 
places  i  all  supernumerary  offices,  which  serve  no  other 
purpose  than  to  be  snug  receptacles  for  court  favontes, 
and  channels  of  Executive  influence.  But,  in  relation  to 
officers  who  are  really  necessary  to  the  public  service,  I 
woukl  give  them  liberal  coaipenaations,  I  know  not,  at 
this  moment,asolittu-y  officer,  whose  salary  1  would  reduce. 
I  would  touch  the  salary  only  throiwh  the  office  ;  and  by 
one  and  the  same  act,  wherever  I  found  a  wnecure,  or  * 
mere  nominal  employment,  I  would  sweep  both  the  aMn- 
ry  and  the  office.  In  regard  to  those  great  puhhc  eat^ 
lishments  essential  to  Uie  security  ol  the  country,  I  would 
maintain  them  all  in  a  state  of  salutaty  vigor  and  efficien- 
cy ;  but  as  llie  best  meansof  doing  that,  I  would  endea- 
vor to  free  them  from  incumbrance,  and  to  purge  them 
from  abuse  in  every  branch  of  tiieir  Administralioo.  I'hi^ 
Sir,  is  my  idea  of  public  economy. 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  that  this  proposi- 
tion of  retrenchment  has  been  so  promptly  met  as  an  at- 
tack upon  the  |wesent  Administration.  Are  they  not 
friends  of  economy  i   The  Pmident  has  giren  u»  the 
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implert  proftMom  upon  th»«ibkct— e»«»  of  »  ** 
snd  "  vigitani"  economy .  Do  hw  fiienda  astnitt  hi»  wi- 
cerHy,  or  does  their  BentibllHy.  on  the  present  ocoMUni, 
arise  from  the  prapOKil  iwreiry  inlo  the  dkbimemeots  of 
the  Govemment  ?  Sir,  tMi  i*  BHle  our  iBrty  wHU»By, 
bytbeStMidinffBiitaiiiHlOPdeiiof  theHouie.  Kib* 
duty  inpefted  upon  ui  by  •  itUl  higher  authonty— tb»t  of 
the  Constitution  itselfi  which  requirei  tbtt  "»  Pegulw 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditureort 
all  pubKc  monfty,  ahaJl  be  pnblulied  from  time  to  time. 
Now,  sir,  10  make  thia  pubjiahed  statement  of  the  expen- 
(Ktures  of  public  money  what  it  was  designed  to  b«,  a 
check  on  extravagance  and  abuse,  it  must,  somettroe*  at 
lo^  embTMO  j-wticulars  and  deUub  which  can  be  ehctt- 

*^bII?»^  hiS^H^'^Sman  from  MasaaehusetU,  [». 
ETBaarr]  seemed  to  think  that  wo  bad  no  nghtful  autho- 
rity to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  one  of  tfao  fund* 
embraced  by  the  proposed  enquiry— the  fund forthccon- 
tingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.    Me  "^enj^  to 
think  that  this  fund  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Fren- 
dent  as  the  constitutional  organ  of  our  inteitourw  with 
fiweign  nations,  and  that  as  such  be  had  aright  to  dispose 
of  it  in  any  manner  be  pleased,  without  dwdosing  the 
particulars  of  its  expenditure  to  any  one,  and  that,  by  the 
propoMd  enquiry,  we  should  invade  a  high  prerogative  ol 
the  Presidential  office.    Sir.  I  will  first  remark  that  thia 
objection  proceeds  from  a  misapprehension  in  point  of 
Jact.    None  of  the  resolutions  caU  for  the  pamcuUw  of 
the  expenditure*  out  of  this  flind.    They  only  ask  tor  the 
respeetiveamountsofwhathMbeen  expended  out  of  this 
fund,  ana  settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  any  speci&oa- 
tiyn  of  the  nature  of  the  expendilure,  and  of  what  hw 
been  expended  and  settled,  in  the  usual  way,  upon  spew- 
fic  vouchcre.    The  hiw  autiiorizes  the  President  to  cause 
tlie  expenditures  out  of  thia  fund  to  be  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  "by  specially  accountliiff  for  the  same,  m  aU 
instances  wherein  the  expenditure  may,in  his  judf  ment 
be  mnde  public  ("  and  in  other  instances  "  by  merely 
making  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditure  as 
he  may  think  it  advisable  not  lo  specify."   Now,  sir.  the 
reaoloti<niB  undtr  consideration  ask  only  for  the  aggre- 
gates  of  these  two  cUsses  of  expenditures  j  and  do  not 
seek  a  dUclosure  oTthe  particular  items  of  cithwr.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  foundation,  in  point  of  fiict.  for  considw- 
itig  these  reaolMlionE  u  invading  any  prerogaUve  of  the 
resident,  even  if  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  fhm 
Massachusetts  were  correct. 

But,  sir,  as  I  consider  that  doctnne  altogether  eirone 
ous,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  ibe  legitimate 
functions  of  thia  House,  1  beg  leave  here  to  pijoterf  against 
it.  It  wasonce  contended  in  England,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  revenue,  because  that  was  to  be  renrded  in 
the  nature  of  a  privirte  and  personal  grant  tojbe  King, 
subject  exeluMvely  to  his  own  discretion.  There  was  a 
ulaiiBible  ground  for  thai  claim  in  EngUnd,  inasmuch  as 
the  civil  list  revenue  is  always  settled  upon  the  King,  at 
his  accession,  for  life.  Dut  even  there,  it  has  been  long 
siiwe  repudiated,  and  abandoned  by  Ministers  themselves, 
and  the  civil  list  revenue,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of 
the  puhlio  revenue,  is  held  to  be  a  trust,  in  the  hands  of 
the  awvereign.  wbject  ut  all  times,  to  examination  and 
control  by  the  Representatives  of  the  People.  If  this  be 
the  Kknowledged  doctrine  in  England,  in  relation  to  a 
mcHWVch  holding  his  power  independently  of  any  express 
act  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  People,  how  much  more 
appl'tcable  is  it  to  a  Government  like  ours,  where  the 
Chief  Magistrate  is  the  immediate  creature  and  servant  or 
the  public  will  and  respwmibte  for  all  his  acts  f 

This  ides  of  the  responMbiliiy  of  the  Preaidehl,  in  re- 
card  to  the  disbursements  of  what  is  commonly  called 
tbe  secret  service"  fund,  is  founded  upon  a  total  miscon- 
ceptioQ  of  the  act  of  Congress,  to  which  I  h»ve  already 


rdbnvdi  thst  *tt  Ht  Congress,. pfWt<e<3ly  (»m^M, 
does  not  vest  any  light  bi  the  FnAjfei^.  ,j/\^t!^^^ 
an  authority  to  the  aecountilV  omcef*  M  tUb  ip^mH 
and  empowers  them  to  credit  dWMWSement*  Or  pwiWB 
money,  in  certain  cases,  wiOwot  specific  vouchers,  winch, 
otherwise,  they  would  not  have  been  authorized  to  credit* 
Hence,  the  concluding  declaration  of  the  law.  that,  in 
eases  of  secret  service,  the  mere  "certificate  of  the  Pre- 
sident shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum 
or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  t>een  expended.'* 
l*he  true  purpose  and  eflTect  of  the  Uw,  is  to  protect  the 
President  fiFom  dlsclo^ng  the  nature  of  Int  enen^turee 
out  of  this  f^nd,  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasu* 
ly,  and  not  from  communicating  them  to  the  Represents, 
tivesof  the  People,  in  rtieirhigh  offidal  charicter,  astbe 
grand  inqaest  of  the  nation,  if  they  deem  it  expedient  to 
caH  for  them;  This  power  of  Congress  is  an  inherent 
and  fiindamenUl  right  of  the  People,  and  can  never  be 
abandoned  in  principle,  without  Detrayii^  the  IntereMs 
and  privilegea  of  our  constituenls.  Mow  far  it  may  be 
safis  atid  prudent  to  exercise  is  another  question— one 
of  mere  discretion,  which  musk  depend  upon  the  pwtieu< 
lar  circumstances  of  each  cue,  as  it  shaH  arise. 

Bd'ieving  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  of  this  Mouse, 
at  all  times,  to  institute  any  inquiries  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary into  the  disbursements  of  pubfic  money,  I  should 
vote  for  the  present  inquiry  upon  general  principles 
alone.    But  I  ctNifiEss,  sir,  I  have  a  further  reason  for  giv- 
ing my  assent  to  the  proposed  investigation,  in  the  pre. 
sent  instance.    1  find  that  much  birgcr  sums  have  been 
furnished  to  the  present  Administration,  on  account  of  all 
the  funds  embraced  in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  than 
were  furnished  to  the  Administration  which  preceded  it  t 
and  hence  it  seems  to  me  to  be  paiticulariy  proper,  that 
we  rfiould  inquire  what  has  created  the  necessity  for 
these  increased  supplies,  and  in  wlial  manner  they  have 
been  disposed  of.  For  the  purpose  of  exhibitmg  this 
dHfctence  more  distinctly  to  the  House.  I  have  compiled 
from  our  appnipriation  laws,  a  comparative  statement, 
showing  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  contingent  ex- 
peiises  of  the  several  DepartmcMs,  and  the  continent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  during  tbe  three  nst 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  to  wit,  1822,  1833,  and 
H(24  I  and  the  sums  appropriated  tor  the  same  objccU 
during  the  three  year*  of  the  present  Adminutratioit,  to 
wit,  1885, 1826,  and  l«2r.   [Here  Mr.  R.  exha»ited  the 
Mlowing  table.] 
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From  thif  exhibit,  it  will  be  tceiH  th»t  the  total  unoont 
of  iq>propri«tions  for  each  of  the  contingent  Ainda  .in 
qaettion,  for  the  three  yran  of  the  pretent  Admini«(ra> 
tion,  ha<  greAlly  exceeded  the  total  amount  of  the  appro- 
priatiura  fur  tlie.  ntme  futtda.  during  the  last  three  years  of 
tiie  preceding  Administration  \  prMcnting,  in  the  t^Kgrc- 
gate,  an  incresse  of  lit'Ie  less  than  50  per  cent.  To  this 
tabl^  I  hare  subjoined  a  statement  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  vhole  expenses  of  foreign  intercourte.  both  re- 
gular and  contingent,  for  the  same  periods,  exhibiting  an 
increase  of  corresponding  extent,  in  that  branch  of  the 
public  service,  under  the  present  Adminstnition.  1  have 
included  the  appropriation  for  fi>rei^  intercourte  gene- 
rally, because  that  is  a  subject  particularly  referred  by 
tlie  Constitution  and  the  practice  of  the  Goremment,  to 
the  diseretiwi  of  the  Executive  i  and  for  the  regulation 
of  its  expense^  therefore,  the  Executive  is  particularly 
TeapoDsible. 

Some  gentlemen  may,  upon  the  first  blush,  account  for 
the  grtat  difference  in  the  Appropriations  for  this  branch 
of  tlie  public  service,  under  the  present  and  late  Admi- 
niatrationa,  by  referring  it  to  the  opening  of  our  ^ploma- 
tic  intercourse  with  th«  South  American  States.  But  it 
to  happens,  that  thai  intercourse  was  opened  several 
yeara  iiefore  the  commencement  of  the  present  Adminis- 
mtiont  and  that,  in  the  ver^  first  year  embraced  by  the 
statement,  to  n  it,  in  1833,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  was  appropriated,  by  a  separate  law,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  na- 
tions of  South  America.  The  comparison,  then,  is  aIto<- 
gether  bar,  embradng  two  equal  periods  at  time,  when 
the  cireuniitsnoea  of  the  country,  in  its  foreign  relations, 
were  as  simihu*  as  they  well  could  be.  The  other  sub- 
jects of  comparison  in  the  foregoing  table,  are  confined 
tu  contingent  appropriations,  because,  in  the  disburse- 
ment (ri  them,  the  Executive  and  its  officers  have  an  un* 
limited  discretion,  and  must,  therefore,  be  held  exchi* 
sivcly  r«iponiU>te  for  exeeasive  or  improper  expendi- 
tures. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  table  I  will  call  the  at' 
tenlion  of  the  House  to  a  fact  disclosed  by  it,  in  connex- 
ion with  a  vaunting  remark  made  by  a  friend  of  the  Ad- 
minlslrntton,  [Mr.  Pxjimci]  a  few  days  ago.  He^claimed 
great  credit  for  tlie  Administration,  that  they  asked  no 
appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, daring  the  present  year  i  and  either  he  or  some 
other  gentleman  gave  us  to  understand  that  Mch  a  tUng 
bad  not  happened  before,  since  the  origin  of  the  Go- 
vernment.  Certain  it  is  that  I  have  seen  this  statement 
made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and  self-applause, 
in  several  leading  journals  devoted  to  the  support  of  the 
Administration.  Now,  sir,  we  are  not  under  the  neces- 
sity of  travelling  very  far  back,  fur  a  refutation  of  tiiis  us- 
scrtion  :  for  it  so  happens,  that,  in  twoout  of  three  years 
of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by  the  atatement  I 
have  exhibited,  there  was  no  such  appropriation.  The 
years  1833  and  1833,  it  will  be  seen,  pretent  perfect 
blanks  aa  to  tlits  appropriation.  If  we  go  farther  back,  we 
shall  find  long  tracts  ta  time,  during  which  there  was  no 
such  appropriation.  For  four  or  five  successive  yem  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  ther*  was  none. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  large  increase  in  the  sup- 
pliea  granted  by  Congress  to  the  nre^ient  Administration, 
for  these  objects,  rendered  It  particularly  proper  that  we 
should  inquiie  into  their  disbursement.  I  do  not,niean  to 
say  \because  I  have  no  knowledge  upon  the  subject)  that 
tliere  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  that  disbursement  { 
nor  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  the  actual  expenditure  has  been 
equal  to  tiie  appropriations.  But  as  we  all  know  tliat  the 
ai^ropriations  made  by  Congress  are  foumled  upon  csti* 
mate^f^miihed  by  the  ■evml  Departments  of  what  they 
will  require  for  their  respective  operations,  the  appropria- 
tiena  trnde  most  be  regarded  as  a  bir  criterion  §or  ap- 


proximating, at  least,  the  actual  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  the  increase  of  expenditure,  in  the  several 
branches  of  the  public  service,embraced  by  the  statement 
1  have  exhibited,  hu  not  kept  equal  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  appropriation^  I  have  seen  enoo^i  to  satisQ'  nie 
that  that  increase  ha%  at  least,  been  ray  cmnideTalu^ 
anider  the  present  Administration. 

Thoa{^gate  expenditures  of  the  Government  liave 
notoriously  increased.  I  here  speak  of  iu  ordina^  cur- 
rent  expenditures,  by  which  I  mean  all-  expenditures, 
except  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  and  de- 
mands arising  from  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Tboae 
expenditures, in  1S33,  were99,837,643 ;  in  1823,  f9.78^- 
152 1  in  l&3i.  $  10.448.779,  making  a  ^>ul  sum,  during 
the  tlireelaat  years  of  the  last  administntion,  of  $3(^060,. 
573.  In  1835,  the  lame  claai  of  expenditures  amounted 
to  911,416,583  t  in  1836,  to  $13,063,316;  1837,  to 
$13,385,530,  f  making  a  total  sum  during  the  three  years 
<tf  the  present  Administration,  of  $36,764,438.  The  in- 
crease of  the  ordinaiy  expenditures  of  tlie  Government, 
under  ilie  present  Administration,  compared  with  a  cor- 
responding period  of  the  last  Admifnistratibn,  has  amount- 
ed, then,  to  an  annual  Mm  of  $3,334,618. 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  hold  the  Executive  reapon- 
sible  for  the  whole  of  this  increase  of  the  public  expen- 
diture ;  but  as  their  friends  are  ever  ready  to  claim  for 
them  the  credit  of  wlutever  good  has  been  done  unce 
they  came  into  power,  it  is  but  fair  that  they  should  bear 
a  portion  of  the  blame  for  the  evil  which  may  have  been 
committed.  We  are  perpetually  told  of  the  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  the  prin^pal  of  the  puUic  debt,  wbidi  have  been 
extinguished  under  the' present  Administration,  as  an  en- 
dence  of  tlieir  good  management,  and  as  if  the  merit  be- 
longed personally  and  exclusively  to  them.  If  they  are 
to  have  the  whole  credit  of  tliis  operation,  they  must  sub- 
mit  to  bear  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  blame  which  may 
be  imputed  for  not  doiw  more.  The  statement  which  I 
havejtHt  made^  ahows  that  if  die  expenditure!  of  the  Go- 
remment under  the  present  Administration,  had  been 
kept  within  the  limit  assigned  to  them  by  the  last  Admi- 
nistration, a  further  sum  of  near  seven  millions  of  dollara. 
miglit  have  been  applied  to  the  extinguiriiment  of  tl>e 
public  debt  i  and,  instead  of  sixteen  million^  twenty-three 
milUorsof  it  might  have  been  discharged,  since  the  pre- 
tent Administration  came  into  office.  Cunsiderit^  **  the 
deep  solicitude"  which  the  President  himself  infbrma 
04  *'  it  felt  by  every  cUn  of  our  dtizena  for  the  total 
discharge  of  the  public  debt,*'  and  the  earnest  desires 
profetsed  by  himself  upon  the  subject,  it  was  justly  to 
have  been  expected  tliat  he  would  use  all  hit  influence 
and  all  his  vigilance  to  hasten  a  **  consummation  so  de- 
voutly to  he  wished." 

Now,  sir,  with  such  Acts  as  these  before  our  ^e^  ta 
it  very  surprising  that  some  of  us  shoukl  cntertam  and 
venture  to  express  the  opinion,  that,  whatever  other  me- 
rits the  present  Administration  may  posses^  an  exempla- 
ry frugafity  Js  not  one  of  them  }  I'here  aro  many  persons 
in  this  country  who  have  not  r^arded  the  last  Adtntnis- 
Iration  as  a  model  of  public  economy.  If  they  were  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  extravagance,  what  must  be  said 
of  the  present  Administntion  >  And  yet  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetti^  in  his  patjietic  tummaiy 
of  the  wrongs  and  persecutions  of  the  present  Admitui- 
tration,  specially  comph^ned  of  the  charge  of  extnr»- 
gance.  He  seemed  to  thinfe  it  k  very  hard  case  that 
those,  whom  he  considered  such  good  stewards  of  the 
public  resources,  should  be  regarded  by  others  as  rather 
deficient  in  some  of  t|ie  attributes  of  that  character.  He 
complained,  too,  tliat  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  wtiom 
he  eulogised  for  their  distinguished  talents,  their  wisdom, 
their  virtueiy  their  public  services,  liad  been  viewed  and 
spoken  of  urath  less  adnuratton  by  othos  1  and  set  all  Utta 
diown  to  the  account  of  a  peneeutii^  ipirii. 
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Jittrmchment. 


[H.  or  R. 


Sir,  I  do  not  knew  «  more  lefptiBUite  •abject  for  differ- 
eoee  of  opinion,  tban  the  Ulents  rtkI  meriti  of  public 
men.  I  will  not  ny  what  I  may  think  of  the  talents  of 
tiM  pKMAf  OBblnet,  beeauae  I  feel  that,  to  give  an  opt- 
nion  apon  that  fxAnt  any  weighty  he  who  pronotiiices  it 
nuft  bare  tome  preten^ona  to  weMa  himself.  But,  sure- 
ly, those  vho  are  competttnt  to  judge,  and  who  do  not 
mard  the  ^ilUiea  of  the  cabinet  in  the  same  favorable 
lif^t  that  the  gentleman  from  Masaa^uaetts  deea,  may 
be  pcmitted  to  express  their  opinions  without  incurring 
tiie  charge  of  pMsecution.  What  wotild  the  honorable 
genticman  do  >  Would  he  auppren  all  freedom  of  opi- 
nion }  Will  he  refuse  to  make  any  allowance  for  inevita- 
ble diflTerencct  of  human  Judgment  i  77o,  At  t  ratlier,  1 
should  hope,  he  would  take  Uie  advice  of  Mr.  JefTerson, 
*Bd  penait  these  deluded  unfortunates  to  remain  as  **  mo- 
muneBUof  the  safety  with  which  error  of  opinion  may 
be  toiermtcd,  while  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it." 

The  recurrence  of  Uiii  venerriile  name  reminds  me  of 
a  duQr,  which  tlie  introduction,  I  had  almoat  said*  the  un- 
hallowed introduction  of  it,  l>y  the  gentlemen  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, imposes  upon  me.  Sir,  that  gentleman,  while 
descanting  on  the  subject  of  the  billiaid  table,  brought 
in  tbe  name  of  Hr.  Jefferson  as  authority  for  tlits  courtly 
pastime,  and  stated  he  liad  been  informed  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson had  proposed  to  introduce  it  at  die  Uidverrity  of 
Virginia,  as  a  nt  amusement  fiir  the  students.  If  It  liad 
not  been  for  thia  allusion,  I  certainly  should  have  for- 
borne to  say  anything  upon  a  theme  already  sufficiently 
haekneyed.  But,  standing  in  the  relation  in  which  I  did 
(0  that  ilhistrtous  man  as  liis  neighbor,  his  too  much  ho- 
nored friend)  and  protege — standing,  too,  in  the  relation 
in  wMch  I  do  to  that  Institution,  which  was  the  pride  and 
burtKog-  of  his  old  age,  I  feel  that  I  imf^it  not  to  permit 
tile  remark  of  th«  gentleman  from  Hassacbuseits  to  pass 
without  correction. 

Sh-,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  averse  to  all  games  of  fasbiona- 
able  dianpation.  I  believe  he  never  played  at  them  him- 
self. I  am  sure  he  always  discouraged  them  in  others. 
His  principle,  in  regard  to  amusements — for  he  was  a 
lAilosoiiher  even  in  his  amusements — was  to  make  them, 
while  toey  ezerciied  the  body  and  recreated  tbe  mind, 
wbserrient  tosomeusefiil  end  f  to  the  discharge  of  some 
practical  duty.  Hence  his  own  ftvorite  amusements  were 
found  in  the  superintendence  of  his  farm,  and  in  (he  oul- 
trrationof  bis  garden  ;  and,  when  the  weather  was  such  as 
to  prevent  him  fh>m  taking  his  usual  exercises  without 
doofi,  (in  which  case  some  gentlemen  have  said  that  the 
bUBafd  table  might  be  a  very  proper  amusement,  even 
hr  **moat  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seigidors"  of  state,  ] 
Ha  habit  was  to  occupy  himself  with  the  labors  of  the 
worib^bop. 

As  every  thing,  however  minute,  which  relates  to  the 

rraonal  habits  of  a  man  like  Mr.  Jefferson,  is  interesting, 
shall  not  be  deemed  tedious,  I  am  sure,  in  mentioning 
the  fiwt,  known  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  others,  as  well 
M  myself,  that,  in  a  room,  a(\joining  hia  bed  chamber,  he 
kept  a  work  bench,  and  a  set  of  carpenter's  tools,  with 
vmeh  he  employed  hinneff,  whenever  the  weather  con- 
Sned  him  to  the  house,  in  fabricating  articles  of  domestic 
accommodation  t  and  that  many  specimens  of  this  kind 
now  remain  in  his  family,  to  attest  his  ingenuity,  his  in- 
dortry,  and  the  primitive  simplicity  of  his  habits.  Wheth- 
er the  sage  of  Monticello  at  his  work  bench,  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  at  the  billitrd  table,  would 
pTMent  the  best  moral  lesion,  the  spectacle  of  truest  siib- 
nm^,  it  is  not  {ioT  me  to  say. 

Sir,  the  same  viewb  which  directed  Mr.  JeffSerson  in  his 
own  amusements,  governed  him  in  recommending  amuse- 
ments to  others.  He  never  lost  sight  of  the  great  princi- 
ple of  utility.  In  regard  to  a  scheme  of  amusements  for 
tbe  University,  I  know  be  propof  ed  the  annexation  of  an 
experimental  farm  to  it,  that  tne  studenbh  in  taking  the 
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exercise  necessaiy  for  their  healths,  should  become  ae 
quainted  with  the  offices  of  niral  labor:  he  proposed,  aIso» 
the  establishment  of  a  workahc^,  that  they  might  become 
famiRar  with  the  processes  of  mechanical  skill ;  and,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  pardon  me  for  mention* 
ing  the  fact,  he  even  recommended  the  exercises  of  the 
Campus  Mariitu.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Vjiyinia 
Bill  of  Krghts,  which  decUres  that'"  a  well  regulated  mi- 
litia, composed  of  the  whole  body  of  oar  People,  trained 
to  arms,  is  the  proper  defence  of  every  ftee  State,  •*  and 
recognising  the  paramount  obligation  of  everr  citizen  to 
devote  his  person  and  lifie  to  the  defence  of  bis' country, 
he  propwKa  to  introduce  the  performance  of  military  ex- 
ercises, aa  a  part  of  the  amusements  of  the  University, 
that  the  accemplishments  of  the  soldier  might  be  super* 
added  to  the  attainments  of  the  schdar,  and  this  he  did 
without  the  slightest  apprehension  of  fostering  a  military 
spirit,  or  producing  a  race  of  "  Military  Chieftains,"  who 
were  to  be  the  future  destroyers  of  the  liberties  of  their 
country. 

It  would  seem,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  what  has  been  aud 
by  tlie  fnends  of  the  Adn^nistration,  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  tliat  tliey  expected,  by  the  fasdnations  of  their 
eloquence,  to  cheat  us  of  (tie  evidence  of  our  senses.  They 
have  exhibited  siicl)  delightful  pictures  of  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  Uie  country,  and  of  die  wisdom  and  benefi- 
cence of  o,nr  rulers,  that  one  would  think  we  wen  in  the 
nudst  of  a  political  millenium  ;  and  when  notes  of  diacon' 
tent  break  upon  the  ear,  we  turn,  with  astonishment,  to 
see  from  what  hidden  and  malignant  source  the  unwelcome 
sound  proceeds,  least  of  all  suppowng  tliat  it  can  be  the 
voice  of  the  people.  The  gentleman  from  Penn^lvaiua, 
[Mr.  Smseaxt]  consummated  the  climax  of  poetiy  and 
praise,  by  telling  us,  that,  m  after  ages,  the  patriots  of 
the  land  will  look  ba6k  to  these  times  with  mixed  ad- 
miration and  regret,  as  the  pure  and  happy  days  of  the 
Republic ! 

Upon  what  principle  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania 
CM*  represent  those  as  the  pure  and  happy  days  of  a  Re< 
public,  in  which,  for  the  first  time,  tiie  great  body  of  the 
People  have  become  divided  from  the  Government,  I  am 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  When,  before,  has  it  happen- 
ed, that  the  People  of  this  country,  during  the  existence 
of  an  Administration,  hare  returned  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  a  majority  opposed  to  that  Administration  ? 
Even  the  elder  Mr.  Adams,  odious  as  his  Adnuniatration 
had  become,  retained  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  to  the  very  last.  Is  (bis  unprecedented  popu- 
lar discontent,  then,  without  anjr  cause  f 

Sir,  I  had  been  taught  to  befieve,  that  the  contentment 
and  satisfaction  of  the  People  were  the  best  evidence  of 
a  wise  and  faithful  administration  of  the  Government.  Per- 
mit me  to  read  what  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  sagacious 
writers  that  ever  employed  his  pen  in  the  public  cause, 
(Junius)  has  said  upon  this  subject :  "  H"  says  he,  "  we 
see  the  People  obedient  to  the  laws,  prosperous  in  their 
industry,  united  at  home,  and  remeeted  abroad,  we  may 
reaaon&bly  presume  that  their  aflatrs  are  conducted  by 
men  of  experience,  abilities,  and  virtue.  If,  on  the  centre- 
ry,  we  see  an  universal  spirit  of  distrust  and  dissatisfttction, 
a  rapid  decay  of  trade,  dissensions  in  all  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, and  a  total  loss  of  respect  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
Powers,  we  may  pronounce,  without  hesitation,  that  the 
Government  of  that  country  is  wealc,  distracted,  and  cor- 
rupt. The  People,  in  all  countries,  are  patient  to  a  certain 
point.  lU  usage  may  rouse  their  indignation,  and  hmry 
tliem  into  excesses  ;  but  the  orifpnal  fault  is  in  Govern- 
ment." 

Now,  let  us  apply  this  test  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion. Are  the  People  prosperous  in  theb  industry  ?  Let 
the  depressed  condition  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
thronMout  tbe  country,  and  tbe  loud  eompbunts  even  of 
the  Avoiite  ehild  of  tbe  Goreniment,  nuumftctiire^  give 
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tiie  sntwer.  Are  we  ttnited  at  home  }  The  nolorioui 
dtfcontents  of  the  public  tnind*  and  the  agtUtiontind  con- 
tentions  of  this  ball,  fumiah  meUncboly  proof  to  the  con- 
trary. Are  we  respected  tbn»d  >  Let  tm;  preaent  atate  of 
our  relations,  both  with  Europe  and  America,  the  abaolute 
reftia^l  of  the  most  powernil  Got-emment  of  tlie  Old 
World  to  negotiate  with  us  on  a  subject  of  mutual  inter- 
ei^  and  the  jealouB  evasion  of  oar  fiwndly  adTaneea  by 
the  Confederated  Govemmenta  ol  the  new,  with  the  in- 
suits  and  outragei  of  one  of  them,  (Brazil)  yet  unatoned 
for,  inform  m. 

If  we  then  turn  to  the  reverse  of  the  picture,  do  we  not 
find  ever;  trait  of  it  almost  literally  ftiliilled  in  our  present 
condition  i  Is  there  not  an  univerval  spirit  of  distrust  and 
diatatis&ction,  a  rapid  decay  of  trade,  dissensions  in  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  an  almost  total  loss  of  respect  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  Powers  ?  As  to  the  causes  of  this  de- 
cay  of  trade,  and  the  loss  of  respect  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
Powers,  I  will  only  lay  that,  in  my  opinion,  tliey  are  just- 
ly chargeable  to  the  errors  or  blunders  of  the  present  Ad- 
mi  nislralion.  Aa  these  subjects,  however,  have  been  much 
ditcusMd  elsewhere,  and  are  necessarily  involved  in  a 

S«at  deal  of  detail,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Duse.  at  this  moment,  with  a  development  of  my  views 
in  relation  to  them. 

But  it  may  be  instnictive  to  inquire,  whence  has  arisen 
the  univevsal  spirit  of  diatrust  and  difsttisfiiction,  whence 
tlioae  dissensions  in  all  parts  of  the  empire,  which  are  ad- 
mitted to  prevail }  It  is,  Sir,  because  the  People  believe 
that,  in  the  last  election  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  tbe  vital 
principle  of  their  sovereignty  was  assailed.  In  that  elec- 
tion, they  saw  the  great  principle  of  representaiive  re- 
sponsibility openly  violated  and  disregarded  {  and  that  vio- 
latiitn  forthwith  patronized  and  rewarded  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  with  the  first  place  in  hh  cabinet,  and  subse- 
quently, by  bestowing  favors  upon  all  who,  in  contribu- 
ting to  his  elevation,  had  forfeited  the  confidencr,  and  luit 
the  aupport  of  their  conitituentt.  The  People,  moreover, 
believe  that,  in  the  circumstances  of  that  election,  and 
the  cabinet  arrangements  which  succeeded  it,  taken  in 
connexion  with  a  certain  doctrine  of  *'  safe  precedenta," 
then  for  the  first  lime  avowed,  they  see,  if  not  an  express 
design,  an  inherent  and  inevitable  tendency  in  the  thing 
itself  to  supersede  all  agency  of  the  public  will,  in  the 
choice  of  tl>e  Chief  Executive  Magistrate,  and  virtually  to 
transfer  to  the  incumbent  the  riglit  of  nooiinatiiig  his  suc- 
cessor. 

These,  Sir,  are  sofne  of  the  causes  of  that  spirit  of  dis- 
trust and  dissatisfaction  which  now  universally  prevail.  But 
they  are  iwt  all.  The  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  hardly 
warm  in  his  place  before  he  proclaims,  from  the  seat  of 
authority,  doctrines  in  relition  to  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, incompatible  with  every  notion  of  a  limited  Con- 
htitution,  and  which  threaten  tlie  rights  of  the  Slates,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  People,  with  total  extirpation  { and  af- 
ter having  thus,  by  a  lawless  constrtiction,  indefinitely  ex- 
tended the  powers  of  tlic  Government,  of  which  he  forms 
a  part,  be  seeks  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  brgest  share 
of  the  spoil,  by  new  and  unprecedented  claims  of  £xecu- 
'  live  prerogative.  In  the  true  spirit  of  arrogatetl  power,  we 
then  see  him,  ina  time  of  piofuund  peace,  and  when  there 
was  every  reason  to  expect  a  speedy  extinction  of  all 
grounds  of  controveTsy,heedleBsIy  tlireatering  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  Union  wiih  the  military  force  of  the  nation, 
of  which  he  is,  llieoretically  at  least,  the  Commander  in 
Chief.  Here,  ur,  we  see  another  source  of  those  dissensions 
—of  that  spirit  of  distrust  and  dissatisfaption  which  now 
pervade  the  land. 

But,  Sir,  the  People  have  had  still  other-  csuses  of  dis- 
satisftction.  They  have  seen  (he  expenditures  of  the 
Government  rapidly  increased,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
revenue  has  been  declining,  till  the  fact  has  occurred, 
wtuch  theprevdent  bimseH;  however  disposed  to  palliate. 


is  compelled  to  adiait,  duit  the  cxpcitditorcs*^  the  last 
year  have  exceeded  iu  income  hy  nine  hundred  thonsniMl 
dollars.  This  the  President  c^ls  a  "  small  excess" — 
which  may  give  some  idea  of  the  scale  by  which  begra- 
duatesbisnotionsofpubKeeconomy.  Sii^uie  Peo|^ would 
not  complain  of  this  excess  of  expenditure,  if  they  thought 
it  had  been  bestowed  on  great  national  objects,  connected 
with  tbe  safety  or  tbe  gh^  of  tlw  eountiy .  Bat  they  be- 
lieve that  much  of  it  tuu  been  bestowed,  witbottt  ni^  a«Ie- 
quate  consideration  of  public  service,  in  extravagant 
lowancea  to  fsvorites,  and  rewards  to  partisan^  in  extend- 
ing the  inAuence  to  the  Execiitive  through  new  and  cost- 
ly modes  of  patronage,  and  with  a  view  to  secure  ihceao* 
Unuance  in  office  t>f  the  present  incumbents. 

Sir,thesearesomeofthecau8esofthatspiritof  distrust 
and  dissatisftictton  which  now  oniversaltyprev»l,andtlM7 
show,  according  to  tbe  sagaciotu  remark  of  the  writer 
whom  I  have  quoted,  that  the  original  bult  ia  in  Govern- 
ment. As  long  aa  these  causes  of  distrust  and  cUssatis&c- 
lion  shall  exist,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  these  are'the  pure  and  happy  days  of 
the  Hepiibltc  !  Sir,  the  day  may  come  when  tlic  present 
period  sliall  be  looked  back  to  as  a  proud  and  ei^ndid 
en — proud  knd  ^ilendid  fur  having  witnessed  a  success- 
ful triumph  over  the  will  of  the  People,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Consiitution.  But  when  that  day  arrives,  this 
Government  will  t;e  a  Republic  no  longer. 

Sir,  1  am  sorry  to  have  been  under  the  neceanty  of 
making  tliese  remarks.  But  they  have  been  extorted  from 
me  by  tlie  course  of  the  friends  the  AdministraUon  in  this 
debate.  Their  extravagant  eulogiea  of  the  Administration 
— their  seductive  representations  of  the  present  happy 
condition  ul  the  country,  iu  regard  to  the  enjoyment  of 
paliticai  blessings,  and  ilte  security  of  political  rightly  we 
so  many  accusations  against  tlie  People  for  cau!>«eas  <ti»* 
content — fur  iiigmtitude — for  injustice!  A%  a  Represents* 
live  of  the  People,  1  have  felt  mysitlf  called  upon  to  de> 
fend  them  against  these  accusstionsi  and  to  alww  that 
their  dUcontents  hsve  origiiuted  In  something  more  than 
a  querulous  spirit  of  capricious  disloyalty. 

Mr.  BARTLBTT  obtained  the  floor,  and,  i^r  sayii^ 
a  few  words,  moved  that  the  House  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CLAKK,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  Yeaaaiid 
Naj's  on  this  question  {  and  they  were  ordered  by  tlie 
House. 

Mr.  BAHTLETT  said,  tltat,  as  some  gentlemen  Mp- 
peared  avetse  to  adjourning,  he  would  mtbdraw  lUs  roo- 
tion.  He  then  proceeded,  and  observed,  that  bis  prin- 
cipal object  in  r'lung,  was  to  propose  an  amendment,  or, 
rather,  lo  suggest  one,  which  he  intended  to  offer  so  kooa 
as  it  should  be  in  order  tu  do  so.  Mr.  B.  then  state«Itbe 
smendmeni  to  wliich  be  referred,  and  was  proceeding  ia 
bis  remarks,  when 

Mr.  SURGES  moved  an  adjoumment. 

On  this  question  Ur.  HAILB  demanded  the  Teas  and 
Nays  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Hmiae,  and  being 
token,  the  motion  to  a^oum  was  lost,  Teaa  53,  Nay« 
117. 

Mr.  B  ARTLETT  theh  resumed,  and  said,  that,  as  gen- 
tlemen whom  he  had  himself  heard  witii  great  pleasure, 
seemed  to  show  an  unwillingness  to  listen  to  the  remarin 
of  others  he  should  withdraw  his  intention  of  deuriiuiy 
the  House  one  moment  longer  from  taking  tbe  quesiion. 

The  cries  for  the  questiott  were  now  loud  in  eyety  pan 
of  the  Houie,  and  the  CHAIR  h  tving  put  tbe  question  en 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Ur.  HAxidToa  to  the 
amendment  of  Ur.  Bxaxs, 

Mr.  UORSEY  demanded  that  the  quesiion  be  taken  by 
Yeas  and  Nays  t  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  said  he  did  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
attention  (^the  House  for  any  lengtii  of  lime,  nor  to  pro- 
crastinate, hy  extended  debate,  tlic  bimncss  of  the  na- 
tion, wbicli  would  be  better  dour,  by  reaaonnble  ties* 
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-pBteb,  than  by  prointse*  to  do  it  eariy  and  go  homei 
whilst  we  were,  at  the  same  time,  by  protracted  ditcus- 
aions,  dtnpjiointing  tlie  reasonable  expectatiena  vhich 
«e  tbua  evcite  amony  the  People.  In  Ihe  early  part  of 
this  diKtmsion,  hi;  had  aaid  to  lite  House,  that  he  waaeiH 
tirelT  wiUin^  to  g<o  into  a.  fiill  inreatigation  of  the  ex- 
penditurea  in  the  aeTeral  departments  of  the  Gorem* 
■lent,  and  iriahed  the  investigation  to  be  of  the  most  full 
afKl  fiur  kind,  which  nught,  at  the  iame  time,  result  in 
the  correction  of  any  abuses  which  might  be  found  to  ex- 
ist, and  also  gWe  the  sereral  officers  of  the  GoTemment 
an  opportunit*  to  be  fully  heard  and  fairly  represented. 
Mo  meniber  delegated  to  thu  House  could  obgect  to  this 
course.  It  was  our  duty  to  grant  supplies,  and  to  know 
how  those  supplies  had  been  expended,  whether  accord- 
ii^  to  law,  or  not  {  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  ouglit  to 
guard  against  tlie traduction  of  tlie  characters  of  thosC  en- 
trusted with  the  execution  of  the  lawa. 

The  unendment  now  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
mm  Maryland,  {Mr.  Oeaaar]  pfvpesed  to  make  the  in- 
<|iury  retm^ctive,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  the  con- 
tingent expendittires  had  increased  or  dimintshed  dur* 
ing  the  present  Administration,  when  compared  with 
those  of  former  onea.  To  this  course  he  saw  not  only  no 
uniau-ness,  but  much  prapnety  and  justice  ;  for,  should 
4t)tt  investigation  show,  that  more  economy  had  been 
used  by  the  present,  than  by  former  Adminiiitrations, 
4t  eoulcf  not  be  the  intention  of  even  their  adversaries  to 
deny  them  (he  inerk  of  having  efFected  it  i  if  so,  he  did 
not  envy  them  their  feelings.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Rivss]  to  whom  he  al«-ay8  listened  with  at- 
tention, and  with  pteaaure,  had  said,  as  bad  also  another 
gentleman  from  the  same  State,  [Mr.  Ravdolpb]  who,  on 
aceotint  of  his  long  experience  ia  matters  of  Govemroent, 
was  entitled  to  some  conaderation,  that  the  expenses  trf* 
4he  Govemment  had  increased,  were  incressiiw,  and 
^lugiit  to  be  (linunisbed.  Ii  the  expenses  of  Qoveni' 
ment  have,  witliin  the  period  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion— increased  in  an  undue  prnpurtton  to  the  increase  of 
population  in  the  country — the  increase  of  our  ("srious 
plans  of  improvement,  which  have  been  put  into  execu- 
tion— then  we  miglit,  indeed,  be  called  on  to  retrench, 
with  great  fbree  and  |H«priety. 

We  ^ould  teetdlect,.  sir,  ^t  cur  neceasaiy  relations 
with  otiier  tfatlons  liave  increased.  A  new  fomily  of  na- 
tions has  sprung  up  to  the  South  of  us.  who  are  certainly 
entitled  to  our  respectful  attentions,  to  aay  the  least  4^  it, 
and  tbis  must  cause  us  some  increase  of  expenditure.  Our 
Mavy  was  formerly  smaU-.-we  had  but  a  veiy  inferior  ma- 
rine, which  is  now  grown  quite  respectabl^the  eentin- 
fceneies  roust  therHore  have  been  necessarily  increased  in 
'this  Department.  Our  inlercourte  with  the  Indians  had  al- 
so been  extended,  new  purchases  have  been  made,  treaties 
concluded,  in  which  some  of  the  States  felt  a  verj*  deep  , 
interest,  removals  effected  and  effecting,  of  whole  tribes. 
Sticb  operation)  of  the  Government  could  not  be  carried 
<M  withmit  an  increase  of'  expense  ;  the  appropriations 
were  made  by  this  Hmise,  a'ere  authorized  by  law,  and 
Were  not,  therefore^  to  be  charged  to  the  prodigality  of 
Ihs  Administration.  Mr.  W.  said  be  would  not  consume 
the  time  of  the  Mouse,  by  enumerating  the  great  increase 
in  the  extent,  utility,  and  importance,  of  all  our  national 
institutions.  He  would,  however,  notice  the  land  system, 
^  which  had  Iieen  much  extended  aince  its  institution,  liad 
yidded  yeariy  to  the  Treasury  moneys  to  tlie  amount  of 
nore  tlian  a  miltion  of  doUan^  and  had  also  dtawn  fhnn 
the  Tk-eaaury  as  much,  and  more,  than  it  bad  yielded  to 
•t,  by  lOMut  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dolbtrs  ;  yet  the 
vslHe  of  the  land  system  to  the  People  of  this  nation, 
widely  extended  as  they  were,  was  not  to  be  estimated 
by  a  close  account  of  dollars  and  oentii,but  by  the  exten- 
^re  benefits  which  have  been  conferred  upon  the  rapid- 


ly increasing  population  of  this  nation.  It  was  not  {^ving 
to  tlie  Pcuple  just  notions  of  the  operatisna  of  our  Go- 
vernment, to  any  that  no  increase  of  expense  was  justifi- 
able. It  would  be  as  rational  to  tell  the  fiumer  that  he 
ahould  continue  his  limited  accommodations,  in  the  same 
fl^le,  sfter  be  bad  grown  wealtiiy,and  make  no  improve- 
ments in  his  mode  of  culture,  because  he  might  incur  an 
increase  of  expense.  Economy  is  rebtive*  and  consists 
in  tlie  adjustment  of  means  to  ends--disbursements  to  re- 
ceipts.  If  the  expenditures  of  tlie  Govemment  have  only 
increased  in  a  just  proportion  to  the  increased  means  of 
the  country,  and  have  been  expended  for  the  ends  to 
which  they  were  by  law  destined,  then  the  Admlnistn- 
tion  is'  blameless.  Yes,  ur,  if  we  have  disproportioned 
our  appropriations  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  or  the 
means  the  Treasury,  it  is  not  the  feult  uf  the  Adoiinis- 
tration.  If  extravagance  has  been  introduced  into  this 
Government,  let  us  enow  under  whose  Administration  it 
commenced— let  us  give  those  who  now  adnnnister  the 
(Government  an  opportuuty  to  be  compared  with  their 
predecessor^  and,  if  entitled  to  approbation,  let  them  re> 
ceive  it.  If  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  Mr.  W. 
said,  his  vote  would  be  given  for  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed  J  if  not,  at  the  proper  itage  of  the  proceeding,  he 
should  move  to  amend  the  original  resolution^  so  that  the 
expenditures  in  the  Departments  nught  be  brought  un- 
der exanunation  fhim  apetiodcomniendiigcartier  than 
the  year  1834. 

Mr.  STRONG  inquired,  whether,  should  tiie  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  it  would  be  in  Mder  to  am«id  it. 
The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative: 
Mr.  STRONG  then  said,  that  tie  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  Hr.  Hamiitox,  if  that  part  of  it  which  de- 
signated the  committee  to  whteb  it  should  be  referred, 
were  left  in  blank.  As  the  amendment  now  stood,  be 
must  vote  gainst  it,  because  he  did  mit  wish  this  inquiry 
to  go  to  a  Select  Committer  but  to  the  Coiunittee  et 
Wiys  and  Means. 

Hr.  TAYLOR  reminded  hu  colleague  that  Mr.  Bukk's 
amendment  refi-rred  the  inquiiy  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  STRONG  replied,  be  was  aware  of  this,  but  he 
preferred  Mr.  Hjuciltos's  amendoient  t»  that  of  Mr. 
BuKB,  in  every  other  respect  but  this.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  would  put  this  in  blank,  he 
would  vole  for  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  not  signi^ing  assent,  the  question 
was  put  on  the  amendment  of  Hr.  HaxiLTeiT  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr  Buki,  and  adopted,  by  Yeas  and 
Niaya,  113tor4.  , 

Mr.  CHILTON  suO  be  had  risen  to  express  bis  satis. 
Gictton  with  the  amendment  of  the  frentlemanftom  South 
Carolina,  and,  good  natured  as  it  nUght  seem  in  the  eyes 
of  some  genllenien  upon  that  floor,  to  mgaify  his  accept- 
anoc  of  uiat  amendment  as  a  roodificetion  of  lus  resolu- 
tion. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  CaiLTtnr  that  this  ewild  not 

be  done. 

Hie  original  resolution  was  now  read,  as  amended, 
when 

Mr.  DORSEY  moved  toamend  Mr.  Hamilton's  amend- 
ment, by  inserting,  aRer  tiie  words  *' secret  service  mo- 
ney,'* the  wotds,  "  from  the  Ist  Juljr,  1790." 
.  Mr.  UORSEY  said,  that  his  only  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment ttf  Mr.  lUniLTOX  was,  that  it  confined  the  inquity 
with  ngud  to  the  secret  service  money,  to  Uie  present 
Administration ;  iriieress  it  ougtit  to  go  baok  to  the  begbi- 
ing  of  the  Govemment,  that  a  comparative  estimate 
might  be  made  of  the  amount  of  this  fund  under  the  dif* 
ferent  Administrations  of  the  Government  Justice  de- 
manded that  the  committee  should  be  instructed  to  what 
punt  Uiey  were  to  extend  their  inquiry. 
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Mr.  HAMILTON  replied  that  he  bed  stated,  in  hia 
amendment,  no  particular  time,  becauie  he  did  not  widi 
to  embarraas  the  committee.  He  had  purposely  left  this 
opefi,  that  the  committee  might  accumulate  all  the  infor- 
mation they  could,  coimstently  with  renderings  their  re. 
port  at  Uie  present  aeanon.  If  the  Hou«e  riiould  order 
them  to  pmaecute  tbrir  inquiry  to  a  particular  given 
p<rint  of  time,  and  it  ahould  turn  out  that  they  were  not 
able  to  reach  that  point  in  time  to  report  during  the  pre- 
sent seswoi),  what  could  tlie  committee  do  f  Must  tliey 
make  a  partial  report— «n  mcomplete  one  ?  Then  they 
would  be  Bubject  to  blame  for  not  having  performed  ^1 
thdrduty. 

Mr.  DOR8EY  Mud,  that,  if  the  amendment  lie  proposed 
embraced  a  general  and  extensive  range  of  inquiriu,  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Cararina  nught 
apply.  But  his  amendment  only  asked  that  the  commit- 
tee should  inquire  into  the  different  amounts  of  one  par- 
ticular fond,  under  die  successive  Administrationa,  from 
*e  year  1790.  Coald  this  present  sueh  a  very  great  dif- 
fieultjt. }  He  appealed  to  the  gentleman's  candor  for  a 
reply. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  answered,  that  if,  in  all  the  eipendi- 
tures,  the  law  bad  been  fulfilled,  it  could  be  no  matter 
where  the  inquiry  should  stop.  But  if  the  law  had  been 
nolated,  the  gentleman  from  Marytend  must  hlmseir 
acknowledge  that  prcMdrat  would  not  juatify  ita  viola- 
tion. 

Mr.  SURGES  saitl,  it  appeared  to  him  very  nngnbr 
that,  when  Uie  House  was  mquiring  as  to  the  amount 
a  fund,  the  expenditure  of  which  was  placed,  by  law,  un- 
der the  Bound  discretion  of  the  Prei-ident  of  (he  United 
States,  gentlemen  sbouM  object  to  turning  back  their 
eyea  to  the  history  of  the  preceding  Administration*. 
He  readily  agreed  that  one  violation  of  law  could  ne- 
ver justify  another.  But  the  inquiry  related  to  a  mat- 
ter where  there  was  no  kw_where  the  law  had  express- 
ly  refused  to  interfere,  and  had  itself  comn^tted  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fund  to  the  ifiscretion  of  the  Exectrtive. 
He,  for  one,  wanted  tu  see  if  the  Executive  was  not  as 
discreet  now,  with  rcktlon  to  this  expendit  are,  as  it  bad 
been  in  former  days.  Tho  gendeman  from  South  Caroli- 
na waa  apprehensivQ  that  there  would  not  be  time  for  this 
inquify.  But,  the  fund  waa  (BiburBed  in  two  parcels 
only,  and  there  were  now,  perhaps,  twenty  accounts  to 
be  looked  at.  He  would  venture  to  say  that  there  was  not 
a  gentleman  in  the  House  who  could  not  make  the  whole 
examination  in  three  days.  All  that  was  asked  for  was 
merely  a  few  copies  from  the  Treasury  books  for  he 
had  not  understood  that  this  committee  were  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  They  were  not 
to  sit  m  a  body  inquisitorial,  and  bring  before  them  every 
President  now  afive.  The  President,  when  he  had  ex- 
pended this  sum,gave  his  certificate  that  he  bad  done  so. 
This  was  aU  the  law  required,  and  were  this  committee 
to  put  three  Presidents  of  the  United  States  under  inter- 
rogatories, and  demand  of  them  why  did  yoii  nay  this 
item  }  and  why  did  you  pay  tlut  *  l(e  luvrdly  believed 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  House,  that  the  Committee 
shouM  do  that ;  and  unless  they  went  into  such  an  inqui- 
ry, all  that  the^  wanted  was  already  on  paper,  and  could 
readily  be  obtained.  He  wished  to  know  why  gentlemen 
liad  gone  into  an  inquiry  of  this  invidious  character  }  But 
if  they  must  inquire  about  this  discretionary  fund,  was  it 
not  prope-,  would  it  not  be  becoming  and  dignified,  to 
corapire  the  prudence  and  good  judgment  of  one  Pren- 
dent,  with  that  of  another  *  Could  gentlemen,  by  rcfu- 
ling  this,  wish  to  give  to  their  inquiry  the  character  of  a 
Hiere  electioneering  project  f  CoukI  it  be  their  object 
to  fix  suapicion  on  the  present  Preudent  of  the  United 
Stales  ?  If  not,  wh/  must  the  Committee  be  forbidden 
to  travel  beyond  the  Umils  the  present  or  tlie  past  Ad- 
ministntion  }  Let  them  go  back  to  the  beginning,  and 


then  let  the  People  judn  how  ptudeirt  tbe  picsent  Ad- 
ministration has  been,  when  compared  wUh  tluwt  wideh 
have  preceded  it. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Missouri,  said  tlut  he  did  not  rise  to 
discuss  the  general  question,  but  to  make  a  suggestloo 
to  the  gentleinaai  from  South.  Can^ni^  [Mr.  Haimno*.} 
That  gentleman  had  specified  no  time  whatever,  wHbut 
whidi  Ute  committee  were  to  make  tlus  inquiry  ;  and,  a» 
a  reason  for  this  omiaaion,  had  expressed  tus  fear,  that, 
if  any  point  were  designated,  the  committee  might  not 
have  time  to  reach  it.  -  But,  if  no  point  was  apcofied, 
peradventure,  the  committee  mijrht  begn  at  the  other 
end,  and  so  we  mmyhnvethe  detailof  huf  a  dosen  yeat% 
but  not  coming  down  &r  enosgh  toudk  the  qwalioa. 
I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.  wish  the  House  to  probe  thu  mat- 
ter to  the  core.  Let  usdo  everv  tlung  that  comports  with 
justite  and  truth  ;  let  us  inquire  minutely  and  thorou^l^f 
and  then  we  shall  be  prepared  to  say  whether  we  will 
acquit  or  condemn.  According  to  the  view  of  Ute  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  himself  the  comndttce  tvf^ 
possibly  not  be  ableio  do  all  that  could  be  wished  i  but.  if 
you  leave  them  to  begin  wherever  they  plnse,  they  iniqr 
shed  all  their  light  upon  one  spot,  and  that  would  "  mljr 
make  darkness  visible." 

Mr.  M'DUf  FIE  said  he  had  liscn  to  niggcst  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alaryland  [Mr.  Doassx]  a  modifioatkin  of  hia 
motion,  which  he  tliouglit  would  more  effectu^y  accoin- 
pliah  the  object  he  had  in  view.  If,  said  Mr.  M'D.  this 
inquiry  is  to  assume  tbe  aspect  of  being  intended  to  im- 
plicate the  Administration,  1,  fur  one,  shoidd  be  very  aat- 
ry  to  withhold  from  them  whatever  fairness  and  justice 
may  require.  1  am  in  ftivor  of  ^ing  the  inquiry  suffi- 
cient latitude  to  let  a  cumponson  be  drawn,  and  yet,, 
not  enough  tu  smother  the  inquiry  altogether-  If  the 
gentleman  would  extend  it  back,  so  as  to  include  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  would  vote  Ibr  it. 
But  he  thought  tliere  was  no  propriety  In  induing  in 
tho  comparison  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Madtooo,  du- 
nng  a  part  of  which,  t)ie  country  had  been  at  war,  and 
when  there  was  a  pariicukr  use  forthis  fund.  Tbe  com- 
parison, in  order  to  be  Fur,  ought  to  he  between  Adndn- 
tstrations  analt^usly  situated. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  tlut  it  wouM  not  require  three 
houn*  labor  of  a  clerk  to  give  all  the  results  sooght  for 
by  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
The  time  to  be  consumed,  therefore,  could  fcKin  no  ob- 
jection. As  to  the  different  situation  of  an  Administra- 
tion wlien  the  country  was  at  war,  and  in  peace,  tltere 
was  sufHctent  intelligence  in  tlie  American  People  to 
make  the  necessary  allowances  on  this  score.  The  in- 
formation now  sought  had  never  yet  been  communicated 
in  any  report  that  he  knew  of. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  demanding  that  the  question  on 
Sir.  DoKBBx's  amendment  should  be  taken  by  yeas  uhI 
naya,  and  it  was  so  ordered  by  .the  House.  The  ques- 
tion being  now  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  INGHAM  said,  thst,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  ordered,  he  wisbe<i  to  give  the  reasons  wliich  would 
govern  his  vote.  He  thought  it  important  that  the  Houae 
should  establisli  the  principle  itiat  it  might  at  any  time 
took  into  the  condoci  of  the  Administration  qf  the  Go- 
vernment, without  being  always  compelled  to  go  back  to 
its  origin.  Suppose  the  Government  was  a  thouaand 
years  old,  and  a  future  Adnunistration  sbeuld  be  charged 
with  abuse,  must  our  posterity  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  * 
the  beginning  of  die  Government,  to  aee  something  to 
sanction  it  }  There  could  be  no  reason  for  g<nng  back 
witli  this  inquiry,  unless  it  was  to  seek  for  seme  abuse. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  I.  we  have  been  invited  to  this  inquiry — we 
hare  been  challenged,  dared,  taunted,  and  pressed  to 
the  inquir}-.  But  now,  when  the  resolution  to  inquire  ia 
passed,  tbe  scene  changei^  and  the  gentlemen  who  ch*!- 
lenged  ua  are  not  wiUing  to  go  into  the  loquiiy,  untess 
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ley  c»n  And  tonie  manUe  from  the  pliit  with  which  to 
iver  the  Mkednets  of  this  Adnunistnttien.  Sir,  is  this 
ce  the  tone  which  they  bare  held  for  the  hnt  week  or 
/o  f  They  told  us  to  probe  this  mstter  to  the  bottom  i 
>  conceal  nothing ;  to  pubUah  our  discorenes  to  the 
orld.    But  what  are  we  told  now?   You  must  not 

auire  into  the  ezpen^tareoT  the  secret  serriceiiind, 
sa  you  go  back  and  get  tomcthing  to  cover  the  con- 
net  of  the  Administration.  Sir,  I  hare  no  objections  to 
i«  amendment,  but  they  surely  are  the.  U«t  gcntlonen 
ho  oughrto  have  made  such  a  proposition.  Their  bold 
id  manly  tone  is  BtntngHy  ch«n|red,  wherl  we  toudi  the 
^ntingent  fiind.  Then  we  behold  a  fluttering— yes,  sir, 
•tniog«»  iinaccounti^le  fluttering.  We  most  be  sent 
ac^  to  the  days  of  Washington.  But  what  ho  such  an 
iquinr  to  do  with  this  Administration  >  Were  we  not 
mted  >  Were  we  not  pressed  i  Were  we  not  urged 
}  this  inquity  }  Why  do  gentlemen  now  back  out,  and 
hange  their  ground  f 

Mr.  BARTLETT  said,  when  he  bad  last  taken  his 
eat,  be  was  happy  in  beUenng  that  the  question  was  at. 
ist  about  to  be  put.  But,  nr.  what  do  we  witness  now  } 
natead  of  taking  the  question,  the  discusriwi  isprotract 
d  by  those  who  have  had  the  House  to  thenuelvea  for 
he  last  two  days.  Now,  the  gentleman  uys,  we  back 
>iit — we  change  our  ground.  Sif,  since  such  language 
sbeld,  I  will  no  longer  observe  the  courtesy  I  had  intend- 
ed, of  withdrawing  the  remarks  I  had  contemplated. 
)ir,  what  is  the  proporition  before  you  ?  b  it  to  shrink 
Tom  invcalmtion  ?  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman's 
anguage,  it  Lhis  is  shrinking.  Is  it  shrinking  from  inqui- 
■y  to  extend  inquiry  *  In  order  to  judge,  we  must  have 
:he  means  of  comparison.  The  amendment  will  give  us 
:hose  means.  Sir,  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
vho  has  just  taken  his  seat,  have  been  of  such  a  charac- 
ter as  induces  me,'  reluctant  as  I  might  be*  at  this  late 
iuwr,  to  intrude  ipyself  upon  the  House^  to  reour  to  the 
remarks  wUeh  it  luul  been  roj  intention  to  submit. 

Mr.  B.  having  proceeded  thus  hr,  the  House  ad* 
jounied. 

WunsDAT,  Fhevakt  6t  1838. 

The  Hottae  i^b  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
sitlutiqn  for  retrenchment,  u  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hawiltoit  i  when 

Mr.  BARTLETT  sbld,  lhat,  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
debate,  he  had  attempted  to  address  the  Chair,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  enf^ng  in  the  discusuon,  but  to  invoke 
the  House  to  abstain  from  it.    An  appeal,  the  sentiments 
of  which  he  most  cordially  approved,  had  been  made — he 
was  sorry  to  say,  in  vain  had  been  made— by  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Louisiana,  [Messrs. 
HcDuvriK,  Bxi.t,  and  Lirntesrov.l   Since  the  debate 
liad  assumed  a  character  somewhat  different  from  that  with 
which  it  commenced,  I  have  [said  Mr.  B.]  given  some 
attention  to  the  statements  made  by  gentlemen  in  their 
arguments  to  this  House.    After  the  able  and  imporing 
speeches  of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virgi- 
nia, (Mr.  UvcHiitjiK  and  Mr.  Ritbs]  to  whom  the  House 
listened  so  attentively,  through  the  last  two  days,  I  was 
disposed,  sliould  the  discussion  be  continued,  to  submit 
some  c^servations  in  reply.    To  ascertain  the  feeling  of 
the  Hoos^,  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  which,  on 
seeing'  a  diapontion  manifested  to  take  the  question,  1 
most  cheerfully  withdrew.    Untenable  as  I  believed  the 
portions  attempted  to  be  sustained  by  those  gentlemen, 
I  chuM  to  forego  any  reply  I  might  make,  rather  than 
contribute,  by  possibility,  to  the  extension  of  the  discus* 
non  to  another  day.   When  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
renewed  by  another  gentleman,  I  voted  against  it,  upon 
the  conviction  titat  I  could,  in  no  way,  do  so  acceptable 
s  acrfice,  as  to  bring  to  an  end,  a  debate,  of  which  we, 


aa  wett  as  the  whole  oountry,  are  sick  and  tired.  I  yield- 
ed the  floor  for  the  sake  of  the  question,  and  the  ques- 
tion onhr.  Afler  much  further  debate,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman mim  Pennsjlvania  [Mr.  IvohasI  rose,  and  with 
much  ardor  of  manner,  charged  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  having  urged-  them  on  to  investigation, 
taunted,  provoked  them  to  it,  and  of  then  **  bacUnff 
out'*  from  the  inquiry.  This  cha^  l  couM  only  under- 
stand in  reference-to  the  Act,  that  I  had  withdrawn  n^- 
self  from  the  debate.  I  could  no  longer,  by  my  rilenee, 
assent  to  an  imputation  so  unjust. 

[Mr.  INGHAM  rose  to  explain— and  said,  in  bis  re- 
mark, he  did  not  allude  to  Mr.  S's  having  refrained  from 
speaking— it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  Iwn.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  I  may  have  been  led  to  make  aooh 
application,  from  not  seeing  any  other  cause  for  the  re- 
mark. There  surely  was  nothing  of  bscking  out  in  the 
amendment  then  before  the  House,  which  proposed  a 
more  extensive  and  thorough  inquiry,  and  even  compari- 
son with  a  former  Administration.  But  for  this,  I  should 
not  have  felt  compelled  to  intrude  myself  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House — should  not,  as  I  now  do,  suffer,  both 
on  my  own  account,  and  that  of  the  Houae,  moat  p^nfbl 
regrela  for  such  necesri^.  However  reluctantly  eenie 
to  this  duty,  it  shall  not  be  mingled  with  an^  thing  of 
a  personal  character,  or  of  unkindnesi  of  feehng. 

So  long  have  we  been  listening  to  the  topics  of  this  de- 
bate, and  BO  wide  a  range  lias  been  taken,  that  its  origin 
is  already  disputed.  The  resolution  itself  has  been  sub- 
jected to  to  many  mutations,  tiiat  its  identity  may  well  be 
questioned  :  it  now  retaina  scarce  a  Mnglt  feature  origi- 
nally given  it  by  its  putative  father.  Of  the  original  re- 
solution, it  should  be  remembered,  that  it  affirmed  as  fsct, 
that  abuses  existed  t  reform  was  necessaiy,  and  could  be 
efl*ected  only  by  certnin  process,  &c.  \  that  these  posi- 
tions were  sustained  by  the  firiends  of  the  mover,  with .. 
other  aDegationa  and  speciflcttions  of  charges  of  naUd- 
ministration  of  the  Goremment.  We  have  been  toM, 
rir,that  the  President  has  been  guilty  of  illegally  pocket- 
ing public  money,  before  his  election  to  office  t  that  he 
haa  come  to  the  office  by  cotruption,  and  a  riulation  of 
the  Constitution.  He  has  been  compared  to  the  mid- 
nM;ht  robber  in  our  dwelling  house- (  has  been  charged 
with  abuse  of  hia  officii  power,  and  prostrating  the  in- 
terest of  the  countiy.  And  yet  we  are  asked,  why  so 
sensitive  ^  Why  do  gentlemen  suppose  the  Administra- 
tion is  attacked  r  They  Mo,  indeed,  cast  around  them 
firebrands,  and  arrows,  and  death,  and  say,  are  we  not  in 
sport  ?  Sir,  when  we  look  back  upon  this  discussion,  on 
the  one  hand  we  have  beard  charges  alleged,  insinua- 
tions and  imputations  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  t  while,  on  the  other 
band,  no  retaliation  has  been  reaorted  to— no  syllable  haa 
been  uttned  against  him  for  whose  aupposed  benefit  such 
resort  to  accusation  is  had.  Let  not  the  friends  of  that 
individual  mistake  the  cause  of  this  abstinence  from  re- 
crimination and  attack.  Are  there  no  facts  to  sustain 
such  a  course  }  And  if  none,  could  we  not  find  a  justifi- 
cation in  the  example  of  our  opponents,  to  call  the  whis- 
pers of  calumny,  newspaper  reports,  or  even  the  flctiona 
of  fmty,  to  Ae  reinfbrcements  of  audi  waHiue  /  Bat  I 
will  not  be  provoked  to  a  course,  ih  my  judgmeril,  so 
unbecoming  my  character  and  tlutt  of-  my  country. 

This  subject  hns  been  treated  as  one  of  individual  con- 
cem---4S  intended  only  to  accuse,  or  excuse,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Executive  of  the  United  Stat^  1  come  to  it 
for  higher  purposes.  I  am  for  such  resoluticm  as  shall  se- 
cure the  most  thorough,  uncompromising  investigation— 
the  most  onipaiti^  refimn ;  and  I  mqt,  what  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  say  were  I  IHendlv  or  adverse,  that,  tn 
my  belief,  a  rind  acrutiny  will  furnish  them  a  most  tri- 
umphant vindication  of  every  charge  upon  their  effieial 
conduct.   I  thank  God  that,  in  my  bosom,  the  heat  of 
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ptrty  bM  not  yet  consumed  Ihtt  better,  hi^er  r^^ard  for 
my  country.  Fenonal  piirtulitieB  fund  pr^udicet  arc  the 
tot  hiimu'tty  «  but  I  cannot  forget  that,  beref  I  am  to 
act  fbr  tbe  whole  People.  I  come  to  my  dutiet  Ken  un- 
der the  inOuejice  of  connderationa  connected  with  the 
place  in  wUcb  we  atand-^the  tge  in  which  we  live  {  its 
Douted  progreai  of  miiul  and  improvement— the  memo> 
ry  of  the  past — tlie  course  and  character  of  those  sages 
to  whom  we  owe  our  institutions — the  contemplation  of 
Uiefuture— the  judgment  that  Bhall  be  pronounced  upon 
us*  or  the  consequence  we  may  bring  upon  posterity  : 
for.  unimportant  as  we  individually  may  be,  we  are  the 
trustees  of  the  interests  of  fiitsre  generations. 

There  is  a  magic  in  tbe  word  retrenchment — economy. 
But  what  is  tlie  wealth  of  (his  nation  ?  Is  it  the  amount 
of  killings  and  pence  in  your  Treasury  t  The  extent  of 
your  domain  >  What  has  turned  the  c)'cs  of  the  world 
upon  this  countT}-  ?  What  lias  made  the  American  name 
tlid  proudest  title  of  distinction  in  the  civilized  worhi  f 
It  is  the  characterof  our  country.  Was  this  bought  with 
gold  ?  And  when  degraded,  debasetl,  destroyed,  can 
gold  restore  it  ?  It  is  a  treauire  acquired  by  tbe  services 
and  sacrifices  of  patriots  and  sages,  and  sufierings  and 
blood  of  martyrs.  The  character  of  our  eminent  men, 
in  or  out  of  omce,  is  the  property  of  pur  country  ;  in 
wbichi  fir*  you  and  I*  and  all  of  ua^  nave  an  interest  The 
Genius  of  America,  when  called  upon  for  her  ireasutes, 
poinU  to  her  distinguished  sons,  and  excluma,  *<  lliese, 
these  are  my  jeVett."  And  yet,  sir,  in  lliis  discussion, 
what  have  we  been  doing  ?  Have  we  not  been  stnig. 
gling  to  pluck  from  the  diadem  our  cotintrj-'s  glory, 
and  de&ce  and  tread  iiito  the  dirt,  those  gemfc,  which 
ages  to  come  may  not  reatore  '  Have  we  not  been  iay 
ingto  the  world  that  those  individually  whose  patriotism, 
»td  talents,  and  public  services,  have  been  our  pride  and 
boast,  are  unprincipled  traitors  *  Have'  we  nut  said  to 
the  patriots  in  distant  nations,  struggling  against  op- 
pression, and  eiicoun^ng  the  friends  of  libert}-,  Look 
no  longer  to  us  fur  ezampTe — patriotism  is  but  a  name- 
public  service  is  proof  only  of  selfishness — and  our  institu*. 
tions,  in  the  newness  of  spnng,  are  already  rotten  to  the 
very  foundations  ?  What  would  be  our  judgment  upon 
hint  who  should  wantonly  demolish  this  iplendid  edifice.^ 
And  yet  it  might  be  restored.  I'he  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Fiatd]  has  said,  tbe  Government  may  have 
fbreign  hirelings,  English  or  German,  employed  to  utter 
calumnies  against  our  great  and  good  men.  Tbe  Go- 
vernment will  never  doit,  and  I  pray  Heaven  tliat  such 
employment  may  not  be  thought  a  fit  sen-ice  in  which 
to  earn  our  per  diem.  Let  us  not  east  the  firebrand  of 
destruction  here  into  the  temple  of  our  liberties,  to  ac- 
quire the  tnfanuHis  immortality  of  iu  incendiaries. 

It  is  not  from  investigation  that  1  would  seek  to  protect 
any  one,  but  from  that  indiscriminate  denunciation  which 
is  uttered  without  proof ;  that  sentence  which  precedes 
inqutiy.  In  the  contest  now  befin«  tlie  eounby— who 
shaU  be  elected  to  preside  over  it— 4et  us  not  set  the  ex- 
ample of  degrading  it,  till  such  office  shall  no  longer  be 
worth  the  ambition  of  an  honest  man.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Docbucab]  h;is  appesJed  to  the 
House  upon  the  enormity  of  sentiment  which  be  imputes 
to  the  gentlcnmn-  from  Petinvyivania,  [Mr.  SuskahtJ 
who  |:trecedcd  him,  •*  tliat  inquiry  would  injure  the  Go- 
vernment." I  beg  leave  to  ray,  I  he^  no  such  senti- 
ment advanced  by  that  gentleman,  and  tlierefiire  his  com- 
ment was  unofclled  for.  The  gentleman  did  say,  he  should 
not  have  proposed  the  resolution,  'from  an  opinion  that 
it  was  not  needed,  and  could,  therefore,  produce  no 
goc>d  i  and  unavailing  and  unnecessary  movements  of 
this  sort,  were  t'f  evil  tendency  i  but,  since  it  fras  mov- 
ed, he  should  vote  for  its  adoption.  He  advanced  no 
doctrine  of  lecreqr  and  myateTy,  against  which  the  gen- 1 
tlemm  qwkr  with  so  nmni  cameitneai.   By  gentlemen  | 


on  the  other  tide  have  the  objections  been  urged  aninit 
pursuing  thi»  measure,  now  before  u%  to  some  reault. 

It  lay  they,  not  the  woper  tine.  If  a^Hea  exia^ 
the  first  moment  c^Uieir  discovery  is  the  true  time  to  set 
about  their  reform.  But  we  are'told  the  President  and 
Heads  of  Departments  might  not  choose  that  we  should 
make  inquiiv.  That  they  '*  bold  the  keys**— *<  stand  at 
the  gate  of  the  fortress."  And  have  we  not  indeed  tbe 
power  J  Have  this  House  recently  aiserted  tbe  power 
of  sending  and  brii^i^  citlzera  fnm  tbeir  burineH^  and 
fomiliea,  at  the  extremes  of  tiie  Union  f  HavO  they  as- 
serted the  right  to  open  their  desks — their  private  book^ 
and  to  lay  them  before  the  world  ;  and  have  we  not  pow- 
er to  enter  and  examine  our  own  offices — the  depart- 
ments of  our  own  creation  i  If  this  House  and  tbe  Exe- 
cutive differ  in  opiidon  on  other  subjects,  it  msy  ensure 
an  investigation,  that  will  in  no  pmnt  be  remitted  fbr  fh- 
voritism.  What  are  the  People  to  be  told,  by  such  a  re- 
solution, and  a  refbsal  to  pursue  it  t  That  cause  for  alann 
exists  ;  but  that  other  means  thai)  the  diseharge  of  nor 
duties  here  must  be  resorted  to  for  a  remedy.  In  rebt- 
tioa  to  the  Executive,  I  believe  such  alarm  most  ground- 
less j  but  tltat,  whatever  evil  may  exist,  we  have  ample 
power  to  correct  it.  I  will  not  deny  that  abuses  exist  in 
relation  to  this  House,  to  which  I  shall  preaently  briefly 
advert,  and  which  we  may  remedy. 

Public  opinion  has  been  prepared  for  the  chugee  now 
alleged  against  the  present  Executive,  by  Imputations  of 
aristocratic  feelings  and  habits  to  the  President,  while 
his  |>urely  republican,  uiHntentatious  manners  are  pro. 
verbial,  even  to  a  degree  to  excite  an  ironical  renurk 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Hr.HAXiLTO*] 
for  his  want  of  thoae  ain  and  pracea,  which  he  thinks  did 
not  secure  for  ua  tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent.  Forty  years  ser- 
vice for  his  country  have  shown  other  qualities^  if  not  as 
ornamental,  to  be  quite  as  useful. 

After,  it  would  seem,  tiiat  the  whole  rocBbobiy  of 
harsh  epithets  had  been  exhausted  upon  those  who  ad- 
minister the  Government,  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
roHna  tMr.  Hamiltom]  says,  he  will  not  have  the  "  egre- 
gious Mfy"  to  bring  cbargea  against  them.  He  wUI 
move  nothing.  I'he  charges  have  been  made,  and  the 
justice  of  the  gentleman's  chanicter  of  them  I  wiH  not 
controvert.  But  he  has  not  at  all  times  liad  the  same 
fear  of  extra-l^isUtive  movements — In  the  resolution  ot 
the  8lh  of  January,  and  that  now  upon  our  orders,  rela- 
tive to  the  Sedition  Law. 

Before  adverting  to  the  specific  abuses  alleged  more 
directly  against  the  President,  I  will  bestow  a  paanng 
notice  upon  the  general  view  presented  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Uivxa]  wh0|  althou|^  one  of 
the  number  who  voted  to  put  tliis  resolution  to  sleep, 
set-ms  now  to  favuS'  an  inquiry. 

I'here  surety  can  be  no  dispontion  to  controvert  tbe 
truism  stated  by  the  gentleman — the  general  tendetKy 
of  all  things  to  decay.  The  energies  ai  manhood  are  to 
be  lust  in  the  Imbecility  of  age  {  natter  is  destined  to 
dissolution  ;  these  marble  columns  around  ua,  msped  by 
the  hand  of  Time,  will  crumble  into  dust  t  atid  eien  tbe 
globe  which  we  inhabit,  perish.  But  are  we  then  to  sqr 
tliat  the  vigor  of  youth  is  itself  the  paralytic  of  dotage  ( 
that  we  already  feel  tliis  edifice  tottering  to  its  fell  i  that 
we,  even  now,  hear  the  tramp  of  the  -angel  who  riiall 
announce  the  dlasolutitm  of  nature  t  But,  saya  the  gM- 
tleman,  it  is  twenty-five  or  twenty-tix  years  ainee 
there  has  been  any  reform  in  the  oi^nization  of  tbe 
Departments  of  GovemmenL  One  most  important 
provision  in  our  Constitntion  khould  at  no  time  bcflost 
sight  of,  and  it  furnishes  an  answer  to  most  of  the 
cliarges  of  abuse  by  the  Executive  in  the  expenditure  ai 
ihe  public  treasure,  and  should  quiet  the  raus  of  those 
who  apprehend  we  may  be  plundered  by  the  Prendeat 
cv  Heads  of  Departments.  It  is  the  1st  article,  lOth  aec* 
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tion :  **No  money  thill  be  drawn  from  the  IVeaiuiy,  but 
in  omsequence  of  •pproprifttions  made  by  kv  t  tnd  « 
legular  statenienl  and  acconnt  of  the  tvceipti  and  expen- 
ditures of  all  public  money  be  published  from  time 
to  time."  WhateTe^  then,  may  be  the  orifanication  of 
the  Departments,  or  want  of  organization,  tlie  door  is 
diQt.  and  we  hold  the  key  of  it.  The  gentleman,  how- 
crer,  in  his  statement  respecting  the  organization  of  the 
Departmentflr  has  not  adverted  to  the  history  of  our  le- 
riuition  opon  that  subject.  I  will  notice  only  that  of 
the  Treawry.  It  wu  established  by  act  of  September 
2, 1789.  From  that  period,  it  has  been  uraler  the  con- 
sUnt  rerision  of  Cenervas,  by  acts  passed  upon  llie  sub- 
iect  in  1791,  %  3,  J,  7,  8,  1800.  6,  9.  13,  14,  17,  18.  20. 
33,  24— twenty  in  number,  the  titles  of  some  of  which  are. 
*>  For  the  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department.'* 
*■  roe  tiw  better  organization,"  he.  "  To  amend  the 
acts,**  he.  By  this  legislation  it  appesn^  tlwt  in  all  ear- 
ly periods  of  the  Goremitient,  appropriations  ot  money 
were  f^eneral,  and  the  Executive  aipplied  it  at  discretion. 
Till  1809,  whatever  specifications  were  made,  were  of 
BO  effect,  as  transfers  could  be  made  from  one  fund  to 
another  {  and  in  the  recess  of  Congress  the  same  could 
be  done,  up  to  the  year  1817-  At  this  period  tlie  speci- 
fic purpose  of  each  appropriation,  and  each  part  of  eve- 
ly  appropriation,  is  designated  by  law,  and  no  other  fund 
can  be  used,  or  that  fund  used  for  any  other  object  I 
name  only  these  great  reforms  ht  printiple,  without  go- 
ing into  the  detaifaortlie  improremenU  in  the  organiza- 
tion (^erally. 

In  answer  to  the  interesting  view  of  our  financial  pros- 

Krity,  presented  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[r.  SanesABT]  wlio  addressed  Ibe  House  on  Saturday, 
the  irenilemsn  from  Viiginia  has  said,  that  this  and  for- 
mer  Administratiuns  havw  not  acccninted  for  all  the  means 
which  canfe  into  their  hwds—that  five  millions  a  year 
are  accounted  for— that  if,  In  twelve  years,  they  have 

Raid  aerenty  millions  of  the  public  debt,  they  had  }hrce 
uiUred  millions  of  revenue.   Whence  the  ifenileman 
obtaim  hia  three  hundred  millions  does  not  appear.  But 
snppoM  that  Ibe  trua  sum,  lie  surely  can  be  at  no  loa^  to 
find,  in  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  an  occuion  for 
an  application  of  the  real  difference  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government, 
ana  rediiction  of  the  principal.  But  tuke  the  gentleman's 
own  position,  and  bow  emiiuntly  ^ove  every  other  Ad- 
ministration does  he  elerkte  the  present    He  makes 
nine  years  of  fbrmer  Administrations      but  tbirty-sevcn 
millioiu  of  debt,  with  an  income  of  two  hundred  and 
iwenly-etglit  millions  of  revenue  t  while  the  present,  in 
three  years,  has  paid  thirty-three  millions  of  principal 
and  interest,  with  but  seventy-two  millions  revenue,  and 
has  also  expended  twelve  millions  for  permanent  works 
of  internal  unproveroent.   *'  It  viH,**  says  the  Secretaiy, 
(in  his  last  annual  report)    be  s^diKtny  to  Congress  to 
know,  tliat,  during  the  three  years  in  question,  besides 
these  payments  nude  on  account  of  tna  debt,  and  all 
other  payments  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  Govem- 
ment,  large  sums  have  been  applied  to  objects  wearing  a 
character  neither  temporary  or  annual."   This  sum  thus 
expended  fur  permanent  improvements,  is  stated  to  be 
twelve  millions.    The  Secretary  adds,  **a  nation  tliat, 
after  providing  fur  the  rejgukr  aup^Nt  of  its  Government, 
is  seen  to  proceed  in  this  maimer  in  the  payment  of  iis 
public  debt^  snd  in  additional  duAursements  so  conuder- 
able,  for  which  equivalents  remain,  that,  for  tlie  most 
part,  are  td^  permanent  value  to  the  nation,  cannot  he  re- 
.  gsrded  as  otiier  lhanprosperous  in  ito  financial  condition." 
That  part  of  the  gentleman's  calcuhttions  which  was 
iMcndea  to  show  that  burdens  borne  by  the  People  of 
this  country  are  greater  than  have  been  estimated,  dors 
not  pretend  to  connect  with  that  result  any  censure  of 
thoae  who  nov  administer  die  Government.   But  I  am 


not  willing  that  the  People  be  induced  to  belitfve  they 
are  aufTerinr  evils  from  any  causes  that  do  not  exist.  If 
I  undcrrtood  the  gentleman's  purpose,  it  was  to  prove  a' 
great  amount  of  tax  to  the  Government,  to  be  paid  by 
the  People  t  *nd  with  the  liberty  of  assuming  what  pre. 
mises  we  choose,  any  desirable  result  is  eajiily  ob- 
tsined.  He  assumes,  as  the  amount  of  revenue,  twenty* 
five  BuiriOM— the  true  receipts  of  the  year  beii«  twent)-- 
two  mHlions.  He  adds  five  millions  as  the  per  centage 
of  the  merchant,  of  which  ]  do  not  understand  the  pro- 
cess of  converting  into  a  Government  tax.  To  this  thir- 
ty millions,  twenty  millions  are  added  f'lr  the  taxes  as- 
sessed for  the  support  of  Government  by  the  States  t 
while  the  fact  is,  that,  if  all  the  States  assessed  the  same 
as  Virginia  and  New-York,  the  whole  sum  would  be  but 
twelve  millions.  So  far  from  this,  many  of  the  States 
raise  no  more  than  f>om  forty  to  rfxty  thousand  doIUrs 
anmulh^  for  the  support  Government,  making  a  ^ross 
sum  of  about  one  million,  instead  of  twenty  minions. 
We  sliould,  of  course,  come  to  very  different  results; 
that  gentleman  assuming,  as  the  amount  paid,  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  while  we  find  no  proof  of  a  sum  over 
twenty-three  nullions. 

Another  argument  to  support  the  charge  of  extrava. 
gant  expenditure,  is  attempted  to  be  founded  upon  a 
comparison  of  this  and  the  Admiitisiration  of  Mr.  JefTer- 
son.  I  thank  the  gextleman  for  calling  us  to  this  com-  • 
parison.  It  proves  that  the  economical  principles  of  Jef- 
ferson were  not  so  successfully  reduced  to  practice,  even 
by  himself,  as  they  have  been  during  the  last  three  yearn. 
From  three  or  fbur  millions  in  Jefieraen's  Admiiuslntioii, 
says  the  genilemanr  our  expenditures  have  ihcreased,  in 
one  fourth  of  a  century,  to  twenty  five  millions. 

[Mr.  RIVES  rose  to  explain.  He  said  he  consitleTed 
three  or  four  millions  ks  the  ordinsry  current  expenses 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's'  Administrstion  {  and  the  ordinary  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  present  to  be  thirteen  miinons. 

Mr.  BAKTI.ETT  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  gen- 
tleman made  his  thirteen  millions. 

Mr.  niVES  said  he  would  tell  him.  It  was  by  Ukin^ 
the  amount  iMud  toward  the  debt  fVom  the  whole  amount 
of  expenditnres.] 

Mr.  BAHTLETT.  A  much  simpler  process,  and  one 
which  hsB  the  advantage  of  being  accumte,  is,  to  take 
the  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  year,  as  appear  by 
the  Secretary's  report,  which,  inntead  of  tliineen  millions, 
gives  us  the  pre(»se  sum  of  f  ^990^80  44. 

In  1801,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
113,63^646  36— the  receipts  of  the  same  year  were 
!>13,84M30  95.  In  1808,  the  expenditures  of  Govtm- 
ment  were  f  16.76^584  30— the  receipts  of  the  same 
year  were  (17,160,661  93.  In  the  first  of  which  year?, 
the  amou:it  of  what  the  gcntkmsn  terms  the  current  ex- 

genses  of  Government,  was  a  fnction  less  than  five  mil- 
ans,  and  in  the  last  a  (Vaction  over  six  nuUions  five  hun- 
dred thonsand  dollars,  instead  of  the  sum  of  three  or  fitur 
millions,  by  him  supposed. 

What  was  the  condition  of  this  country  then,  and  what 
is  it  now  ?  Can  the  habiliments  of  the  rradle  be  fitted  to 
the  size  snd  proportions  of  manhood  ?  At  that  period 
referred  to,  this  House  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  for^ 
ty  members — now,  of  tn-o  hundred  and  thirteen.  The 
Senate  then  consisted  of  tliirty-two  iQemberb— now,  of 
forty-eight  Tlie  expenses  of  these  two  branches  was 
then  164,536  dollars—it  is  now  471,800  diiUars.  For  an 
army,  in  1803,  we  liad  3.400  men,  at  a  cost  of  844,009 
dollars  ;  we  have  now  6,000  nun,  at  a  cost  of  3,05(VJ17 
dulUrs.  We  hail  then,  iuktcad  of  a  navy,  six  frigates, 
seven  sloops  of  war,  and  some  gun-boats— with  nine  cap- 
tains, thirty-six  lieutenants,  ana  one  hundred  and  fifty 
midaliipmen,  at  a  cost  of  90^000  doUat»—wa  now  have 
seven  ships  of  the  line,  elwen  frigates^  twelve  slocks  of 
war,  bemta  schooners  and  smaller  venelf— wUh  Inlrly- 
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three  cftptains,  t«o  hundred  and  twenty-nine  lieutentntu, 
uid  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  midsliipmen,  at  a  cost 
of  3,286,649  dollars.  What  w«t  then  wir  territoty,  com- 
pared wilb  the  present,  and  what  the  condition  of  it  i~ 
The  whole  repon' northwest  of  the  Ohio  sent  a  mng\e 
Delente— who  ia  now  in  the  Sen^,  supported  by  eieb' 
teen  Representatives^  and  fire  other  Senatcm  ftom  ine 
same  Territoiy.  The  arm  of  our  Government,-  on  the 
&outh,  has  been  extended  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  t  on  the 
West,  we  approach  the  Rocky  Mountain^  i  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Flotd]  ia  already  impatient  to 
plant  our  standard  at  the  mouth  crf'the  Oregon. 

Since  that  period,  our  domain  haa  every  wliere  been 
extended  by  extinguishnient  of  Indian  title.  Our  eoun* 
try  his  been  carried  tiiumpliantly  through  war.  Millions, 
in  eluma  growti^  out  of  it.  hare  been  paid,  while  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  in  a  year  has  been  distributed  to  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Patriot  Army  of  the  Revolution.  The  soldiers 
of  the  Army,  with  their  increased  pay,  and  present  per- 
fect orgutization,  it  will  be  found,  cost  us  less  per  man, 
than  at  the  time  rererred  tn,  while  the  permanent  for- 
tresses upon  our  coasts  and  frontiers,  give  security  to  our 
towns  and  territory.  Though  in  war^  our  pliant  Navy 
commands  respect,  and  secures  fftvor — yet,  m  peaee,  we 
feel  its  expenses  and  forget  its  protection.  It  is  too  of. 
ten  spoken  of  as  an  expenditure  Tor  the  seaboard,  and 
for  the  merchant.  True,  it  is  the  shield  to  oar  citizen 
and  his  properly  in  the  remotest  sea,  but  this  benefit  is 
eiyoyed  equally  by  tlie  fiirmer  beyond  the  AHaAany  as 
the  citijsea  of  the  port  whence  the  wqttadron  suia.'  The 
protection  given  to  our-  commerce  is  a  rechiction  irom 
the  rate  of  insurance,  always  in  effect  paid  by  the  grower 
of  the  product,  or  the  consumer  of  the  import— imd  da- 
ring one  period  of  our  government,  an  expenditure  of 
3,800,000  dollars,  in  increasing  the  Navy,  saved  to  the 
countjy  8,600,000  dollirs  in  a  ungi*  year,  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  premiums  of  insurance  upim  our  tonn^. 

The  expanses  of  foreign  intercourse  have  been  a  them^ 
of  great  complaint,  and  one  upon  which  the  gentleman 
had  also  instituted  a  comparison.  I  wilt  not  onl^  attend 
to  bis  comparison,  but  extend  it  back  to  the  origin  of  the. 
Government.  Let  us,  however,  take  with  us  the  fact, 
that  we  have  now  more  misuons  upon  the  continent  of 
South  America,  than  we  have  upon  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope. By  the  reduction  of  die  grade  of  the  mianori  at 
ChiH  to  a  Charge,  Government  tua  been  enabled  to  lend 
a  Charge  to  Denmark,  where  we  have  claims  in  contro- 
vert- 

The  gentleman  stated,  that  the  expense  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse in  the  three  last  years  of  Hr.  Monroe's  Admin- 
istration, amounted  to  380,000  dollars  and  the  same  ex- 
pense in  the  three  first  years  cf  the  present  amount  to 
41^000  dolUrs  t  making  the  present  exceed  the  former 
by  267,000  dtdlars.  The  ftillacy  or  error  of  the  state- 
ment, is  in  imputing  to  Mr.  Adams  one  year  of  the  ex- 
penses incnrretl  and  provided  for  before  he  came  to  the 
office.  The  appropriation  for  1825,  was  made  in  Febni- 
ary,  and  with  which  Hr.  A.  had  no  more  to  do  than- his 
successor,  whoever  he  may  be,  now  has  with  the  appro- 
priation of  this  year.  TIte  amount  of  appropriations  for 
nn^rign  intercourse,  then,  stands  thusi 
Inl&S.     t82,000  In  1836  5187,506 

1834,  189,500  1827,  81,000 

1835,  313,000  4U.000  Panama 

1838,  49,000 

{484,500  ^457.500 
Leaving  the  expense  of  the  last  three  years,  37,000 
dollars  less  than  the  three  last  approprialioiia  of  the  pre- 
ceding AdnHnistration. 

But,  lei  u%  look  still  further  back,  and  first,  to  Wash- 
ington's Adminislntion.  I'he  foreign  intercourse  ap- 
propriMioBa  were  then  as  follons 


In  1791, 
1792, 
1793, 
1794, 
1795, 
1796, 


91.733  33 
78,766  67 
89.500  00 
146,403  51 
913.635  13 
109,739  64 


In  the  time  of  Hr.  J.  Adams. 
In  1797.         «173,504  33 
1798^  34?  ,711  32 

1799,  199,374  IX 

1800,  185,145  33 


91,338,734  37  «799.734  89 

In  Mr.  Jefferson's  time,  these  expenses  were— 
In  1801.        $139.851  73   In  1805.      (3.665.769  63 

1802,  416,353  63        1806,        1,6U,932  09 

1803,  1,001,968  34  1807,  419,845  61 
1804k       1,139,591  «l        1808^  314^333  36 


•7,591,435  89 
Exclunve  of  expense  of  Barbaiy  intercourse. 
These  tables  are  authentic,  and  show  how  very  far  from 
the  fact  may  be  the  conjectures  and  assertions  respectiag 
the  incresau^  extmvagance  and  prodigality  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Again.  That  item  of  the  expense  of  foreign  inter* 
coarse,  embraced  under  the  title  of  contingent  ezpMieis 
has  been  adverted  M  aa  a  source  of  great  abuse.  Here^ 
for  answer,  let  us  resort  to  official  documenla. 

There  was  expended  of  tiiis  fund — 
lit  1B33.         $30,584  37    In  1836,  fl8,637  07 

1824v  30,145  78        1837.  36,348  63 

1835,  35;474  95        1838^  no  approp'n  asked. 

476,305  05  454^875  70 

lliis,  which  is  deagnated  as  the  CMitingent  fund  till  af- 
ter the  close  of  Mr.  Jufilerson's  term,  was  not  distingui^- 
ed,  but  embraced  in  a  general  sum  for  Foreign  IntM- 
course. 

I'lie  amount  of  this  fund  expended  in  the  five  last  years 
of  Mr.  Madison's  admmistration,  was  1393,340  03,  nni^ 
ingan  average  of  $58,668  a  year. 

The  amount  of  this  fond  expended  bi  the  eMt  years 
of  Mr.  M6nroe*s  administration.  wa«  $389,3x6  78,  mak- 
ing an  average  (rf^ $36,164  59. 

The  amount  of  this  fond  expended  in  the  two  years 
past  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration  iriiile  no  appropria- 
tion is  asked  for  the  present  year,  was  $54,875  Tu,  msk- 
iog  an  average  of  $!Kf,437  85,  for  the  two  yearn  t  a  sum 
leM^  annual^,  than  was  expended  by  Mr.  Madison,  by 
fSl^SSO  15  t  leas^  annually,  than  the  sum  expended  by 
Mr.  Uonnw,  by  f 8.736  74. 

Another  view  of  this  subject  present*  resalls  equaBy 
triumpbsnt  in  ftvor  of  this  Admnustmtion,  as  does  every 
view  founded  upon  hct^  and  not  coi^Jceture  and  auppo- 
ntion. 

Take  tlie  appropriationa  of  1833,  4,  and  5.  inclodii^ 
all  Mimsters,  Charges,  Agents  of  Ch^s,  Secretariea.  con- 
tingent expenses,  intercourse  with  Barbaiy  Powers,  and 
relief  of  sick  and  distressed  seamen,  and -the  sums  are: 
For  182?,  $198,455  17   For  1836,  $36^500 

1834,  363,500  00         1837,  SMktfXl 

1835,  283,000  00         183»,deducting  un- 
  expended  balance,  63.000 

$743,955  17   

$548  500 

Which  b  less,  by  $195,455  17,  than  the  same  Hems  of 
the  three  preceding  years.  Ipreferauchfactatoanycom- 
ment,  and  I  present  such.focts  as  seem  to  me  te  need  no 
comment.  The  gentleman's  remark  upon  our  "financial 
millenium,"  has  aometiiing  more  of  justice  in  it  than  he 
supposed,  when  it  was  made  t  for.  if  Uiere  has  been  any 
period  in  our  Government  whid)  canM  in  trutb  be  ao  de- 
signated, this  is  that  period.  And  what  is  hiaanawer  and 
his  comment!  An  extract  from  the  letter  of  Junius  to  the 
Editor  of  tlie  Public  Advertiser,  desoribing^the  <fatfeises, 
real  or  imaginary,  of  En|^nd  t  an  extract  jntereating  as 
a  apeeimcn  of  fine  writing^oublyialareBtingaBexlMHt- 
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fuse  to  listen  to  their  intreaties  ?  The  queition  needs  no 
answer.  Ag»in,  we  »re  ssked,  why  sre  there  majorities 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislxture  opposed  to  the  pre- 
sent Government }  So  fur  from  betnjr  the  result  oF  dis- 
content in  the  great  body  of  the  People,  it  contes  firoin  a 
&ct  directly  the  revetae.  They  were  content  and  happy, 
and  in  thrir  repose  have  suffered  disappointed  political 
sealots  to  obtidn  the  power  of  misrepresenting  them, 
from  their  own  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  measure*  of  the  Government,  that  requtped  not  their 
elfortft  to  protect  or  support  thetn.  A  confidence  from 
which*  when  a  cbattge  of  measures  is  threatened  them, 
the  People  will  arous«  fiwn  their  ilumben,  and,  Kke 
Satn|Mom  bunt  the  bonds  with  which  ptrfttical  amirants 
attempt  to  bind  them.  But  why  ahoald  there  be  dtacon- 
tent  in  any  quarter  i  I  answer,  in  the  wrords  of  one  who 
haa  well  observed  human  nature :  "Amot^  aH  nakaand 
degrees  of  men,  in  all  agea  and  in  all  countries,  may  be 
•een  the  tapid  footsteps  of  a  dark  spirit  of  envy,  treading 
closely,  every  where,  upon  the  maich  ofgreatneaa,  en- 
deavoring to  aully  what  is  beaatifii^  and  to  bring  down 
wh«t  b  eTevated." 

Again,  we  are  told  we  have  lost  our  respect  abroad. 
And  wiicn  was  the  hour  that  the  American  name  waa  a 
liigher  title  of  distinction  than  it  now  is,  with  every  civil- 
laed  nation  ?  When  the  period  thai  the  American  flag 
waa  a  safer  protection,  with  civilized  or  savage,  in  eveiy 
comer  «  the  globe  ?  Was  it  in  those  halcyon  days  of 
Mr,  Jefferson,  so  often  referred  to,  when  he  could  not 
spread  a  yard  of  canvass  ouldda  our  haibors  that  was  not 
aubject  to  insult  Awn  the  smatteat  canoe  that  rides  upon 
the  water  ?  I  refer  not  to  that  period  in  any  dtsretpect  to 
the  diatinKuislied  individual  who  preMdcd  over  us.  Our 
countty  then  had  not  developed  its  resonrees— had  not 
acquired  its  character. 

The  gentleman  further  says,  that  tlie  Britnh  West  In- 
dia colonial  trade  has  been  lost  by  the  Aplomalic  btnn. 
ders  of  the  Administration.   But  what  are  the  fiwts  > 
Dtiring  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  this  subject 
was  under  negotiation.    Our  Government  then  insisted 
that  they  ahould.  in  thia  trade,  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
leges as  the  Britisli  Colonies  of  North  America.  That  waa 
the  question  at  the  close  of  his  term.    So  soon  as  that 
point  could  with  decency  be  surrendered  by  his  sucoes- 
aor,  it  was  (ivea  up.   Then  the  BrilMi  Government  in- 
sisted un  regulating  the  business  by  reciprocal  acts  of  le- 
gislation, which,  uutead  of  being  secured  by  treaty,  would 
have  left  our  commerce  to  the  capriee  or  interest  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  B<itain,  or  even  the  less  formal  anni- 
hilation,  bv  a  Decree  in  Council.   This  annunciation  was 
Mcomptnied  with  the  additional  suggestion,  that,  if  we 
should  legislate  for  such  a  purpose,  they  would  not  even 
hold  out  an  encouragement  tliat  they  would  meet  us  in 
Mich  compromise.   Congreaa  reAwed  to  act  In  thatcrMa, 
and  left  the  Prendent  no  ahemative  but  to  execute  for- 
mer existing  laws.    But,  nr,  subsequent  negotiation  with 
another  Power  has  secured  to  us  tliat  trade  upon  a  better 
nnindation  than  any  act  of  Parliament  would  give  tt  Swe- 
den has  a  treaty  wtth  Great  Britun,  securing  recipivcal 
advantages  of  tiade  with  her  West  India  Poesessionst  and 
by  a  treaty  with  Sweden,  which  appears  in  the  papers  of 
tnii  morning,  we  have  aecured  a  trade  on  the  most  advan- 
tageous terms,  to  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomews.  This 
gives  us  the  indirect  trade  to  tlie  British  I^nds.  Our 
trade  to  those  Isbnds  has  never  been  but  in  articles  of 
iieceswty  to  them.    They  must  atill  have  them,  and  pay 
thenuelves  for  the  indirectness  nf  the  trade,  while  their 
ships  are  eieluded  from  the  tiide  to  this  country,  giving 
us  both  the  outward  and  home  freight 
Vai^  IV.— 89 


I  shall  reftain  from  following  the  gentleman^  comments 
upon  the  power  ofthe  President's  patronage,  as  specifi- 
ed in  ih«  appc^ntmenu  to  office,  and  the  disbursements 

the  public  money.  It  has  before  been  stated,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, truly,  that  there  ia  but  one  officer  in  the  Goretn- 
ment  over  which  the  President  has  the  absolute  power  of 
appointment—the  Librarian  to  Congress.  And  the  pay- 
mentofsalariea  to  Judges  of  Courts,  under  the  laws  of 
Coiwres%  or  upon  contracts  taken  by  friends  or  foes,  inion 
the  bwest  bi«^  cannot  be  very  powerful  engines  of  in- 
fluenee. 

I  win,  as  briefly  as  may  be.  bestow  a  psasing  notice  up. 
on  some  of  ttiose  more  direct  charges  alleged  agunst  uie 
Prendent  himself— among  the  highest  of  which,  one  ia^ 
that,  previous  to  bis  seleeticm  as  Minister  to  a  fbreirn 
Court,  he  bad  illegally  pocketed  99,000  of  the  pubne 
money,  lliis  is  the  all^ptioa  in  terms  as  made  ay  die 
gentleman  Iropi  Pennsylvania,  [Mr*  Bvcbavav]  and  in 
proof  of  which,  he  remarks,  be  must  be  allowed  to  oflRsr 
the  aigument  wTa  lawyer.  I  should  not  have  so  derignat- 
ed  the  argiraient  The  facts  out  of  which  this  charge  has 
arisen  are  these  :  While  Mr.  Adams  was  Minister  at  St. 
Peterriiurgh,  in  April,  1813,  he  recdved  from  Mr.  Ma£- 
aon  tlie  appointment  of  Minister  Extraordinary,  to  nego- 
tiate with  Great  Brttail^  under  the  proffered  mediation  of 
Russia,  which  resulted  in  the  meeting  at  Ghent,  and,  at  the 
same  time.reeeived  99.000  outfit  for  that  purpose,  bv  vir- 
tue of  the  law  ofthe  United  States,  of  Hay  1st,  1810, 
which  authorizes  tbe  Prendent  ofthe  United  SUtes  to  at 
low  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  in  going  from  tbe 
United  Slates  to  any  foreign  country,  an  outfit  which 
ahall  in  no  case  exceed  one  year'a  full  aabry»  &c>  The 
gentleman  contends  that  this  description  of  the  person 
who  may  receive,  is  intended  to  confine  the  grant  to  those 
only  who  actually  sul  at  the  time,  or  travel  ttom  the 
United  States,  lliere  might  be  something  more  of  plau- 
sibility in  this,  if  the  outfit  were  given  to  defray  such 
charge  1  but  it  ia  given  for  extra  charges  at  the  court 
where,  and  not  at  the  phce  whence,  the  Minister  goes  ; 
and,  in  legal  contemplation,  surely  eveiy  Minister  appoint- 
ed by  the  United  Stata  k  a  Miiuater  gmi^from  this  coun. 
try  to  the  Foreign  Contt. 

Coi^ress,  after  the  mission,  made  an  appropriation  of 
but  f  4,500,  to  supply  in  the  fund  the  amount  pud  to  Mr. 
Adams  by  the  President's  order,  and  tbe  Oomptndl^ 
charged  Mr.  Adams  with  f4,50u  to  be  refunded.  Upon 
this  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  tbe  33d  August, 
Itli,  of  which  letter  I  give  the  foUowi^  extract : 

•*  1  should  certainly  ptefer  to  sacrifice  both  the  right 
aiid  property,  rather  than  it  Aould  be  made  Uie  occasion 
of  controversy  between  die  Executive  and  the  Le^ala- 
ture  :  neither  is  it  my  disposition  to  insist  upon  any  thir^ 
in  the  fbrm  of  compensation  for  public  service,  which  the 
Legislature,  on  a  full  consideration  ofthe  circumatances, 
should  think  unreasonable.  But,if  theLegislature  consider' 
ed  the  neceswT  increase  of  my  expenditures,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary mission  undfv  the  Rusiaan  mediation,  sumcient- 
ly  compensated  by  the  allowance  of  half  an  outfit  they 
will  certainly  perceive  that  the  new  mismon,  which  has 
broiijriit  upon  me  the  extrawdinary  expense  of  a  journey 
3,000  miles  distant  from  my  residence  m  Russia,  and  die 
extraordinary  charges  incident  to  my  utuation  here,  with- 
out relieving  me,  to  state  the  &ct  as  it  is  and  must  be, 
from  a  dollar  of  my  necessary  ezpenaea  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
hss  given  me  a  fbir  claim  to  an  outfit  equal  to  either  of  my 
colleagues.  1  state  the  fiict,  with  a  perfect  conviction  « 
my  ability  to  prove  tt,  ttwt  the  extraordinary  expenses  fbr 
which  an  outfit  is  allowed,  taking  the  two  extraordinary 
missions  together,  have  necessari^  and  unavtudably  &llen 
more  heavily  upon  me  than  upon  either  of  them.  B^aidea 
the  whole  outfit  alloved  them,  they  are  now  receiving, 
as  meiiU>ers  this  mission,  a  salaty  tbe  same  as  that  al- 
loved me,  while  I  am  subjected  to  all  die  i»me  «p«niM~ 
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(hkt  (hey  arc  hrre.  and  am  ttiH  burthened  wUh  tfioae  of  a 
residence  in  Russia." 

Mr.  AduM  did  not  return  to  the  United  States  until 
1817.  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  Mny  33, 1833,  lie  oh* 
serves — 

"  That,  (iuring  eight  years  of  absence  fW)m  the  United 
States,  upon  six  joint  or  separate  missions,  I  regularly 
Iransntitted  to  the  Department  of  State  my  acconnt, 
made  up  to  the  end  of  every  quarter  of  tlie  year,  all  by 
duplicates  :  That  all  these  accounts  were  duW  received  al 
the  Department,  and  that  the  account  in  which  V  charg- 
ed for  the  outflt  on  the  mediation  mission,  and  gave 
credit  as  received  from  Captain  Lloyd  Jones,  was  made 
Up  to  the  30th  September,  1813,  and  fbrwai^ed  immedi- 
ately. 

It  is  admitted  thatevery  preeedenf,  in  every  similar  caBe, 
justfiea  the  constniction  which  President  Hadisun  gave  to 
the  Ua*  in  this  case.  The  same  was  held  not  only  theoret- 
ically, but  pnctiolly,  by  that  distinguished  jurist,  Mr. 
Pinckney,  who  actually  received  the  same  in  fiis  mission 
to  Naples  and  St  Petersburgh.  On  the  5th  June,  the  At- 
torney General,  Mr.  Wirt,  answers  an  inquiry  of  the  Pre* 
sident  in  the  following  terms. 

"  After  a  careftil  consideration  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, which  you  have  submitted  ior  my  opinion,  I  think 
him  clearly  entitled  to  the  whole  oulftt  which  was  allow- 
ed and  pud  to  him  by  the  Preudent,  out  of  the  f  md  plac- 
ed by  law  at  his  disposal  for  this  purpose.  I  tiiink  Mr. 
Adums's  view  of  the  subject  unanswerable.  The  qaeatinn 
of  outfit  is  i^ven  to  the  President  exclusively,  i>nd  with- 
out limit,  save  only  he  is  not  to  exceed  a  whole  gear's  sal- 
aiy.  In  the  present  case,  he  kept  within  this  hmit,  and 
hii  dedsion  wu  6nal  and  irrevocable.  The  refusal  of 
Congress  to  sanction  the  allowance,  is  wholly  immaterial 
to  this  question.  Their  sanction  was  not  necessary  to 
consummate  either  the  power  of  the  President,  or  the 
right  of  Mr.  Adams.  They  were  both  perfect  without 
it.  They  stood  upon  existing  laws,  acting  qa  an  existing 
fund,  thereafter  to  be  called  into  being  by  a  vote  of  Con- 
gressk  Had  the  latter  been  the  case,  my  opinion  would 
have  been  different.  Were  an  allowance  of  outfit  noth- 
ing  mote  than  an  estimate  prepared  by  the  President,  to 
be  bud  before  Congres^  with  tbe  view  of  leading  to  an 
appropriation  out  of  which  it  was  to  be  paid,  then  Con- 
,gress  would  have  tbe  control  of  the  subject,  and  their  re- 
fusal lo  appropriate  would  over-rule  the  President.  Rut 
the  fund  for  foreign  intercourse  is,  I  understand,aii  ar.nual 
fund,  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  that  intercourse  are 
pud  t  and  it  waq  from  this  fund,  thus  placed  at  the  dispo- 
«al  of  ^e  President,  tliat  tbe  outfit  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams 
was  drawn  and  paid  j  and,  consequentlv,  that  no  appro- 
prialiop  was  necessary  to  give  the  President's  decision  ef- 
fect. The  allownnce  having  been  thus  regularly  made  and 
paid,  I  consider  the  silbject  as  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  recall,  eilhep  by  the  President  or  Congress.  It  would 
be  extremely  unjust  and  cruel  were  it  otherwise.  An 
allowance  is  regularly  made  to  a  foreign  ^^mistel',  on  the 
express  graund  of  its  being  necessary  to  the  additional 
expenses  which  he  must  encounter  in  his  new  mission. 
He  accepts  the  missiuii,  and  encounters  the  expense  on 
the  (aith  of  the  allowance  made  and  paid  to  him  by  the 
President  i  and  when  the  business  is  all  oi  er,  and  the  ex- 
penses have  been  incurred  and  paid,  he  is  told  that  he 
must  refund  one  half  of  the  advance  !  1  am  persuaded 
tbat  no  court  of  justice  would  tolerate  this,  and  I  will  bare- 
ly suggest,  in  concludon,  that,  if  you  think  otherwise,  it 
is  pra^icable  to  make  the  experiment,  by  onlering  a  suit 
against  Mr.  Adanu  for  the  alleged  balance  in  his  hands, 
to  which,  I  dare  say,  he  would  make  no  objection  ; 
but  you  will  not  understand  me  ai  advising  this  course  : 
for  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  the  suit  would  foil." 

And  the  fultowing  ii  from  Mr.  Monroe't  letter  to  Mr. 
Adamsi 


"  Mr.  Irvine's  appmntmenf  to  Spain  involved  the  aame 
question.  It  was  wiri>ed  to  reserve  the  pmnt  for  more  de- 
liberate eunsideratton  than  could  be  bestowed  on  it  when 
the  letter  of  March  15th  was  written  to  you.  I  have  now 
the  aati^action  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  has  been 
maturely  weiglied,  and  that  the  result  has  been  in  favor 
of  the  outfit,  on  the  principle  that  thoae  restrictive  terma,ir 
applicable  lo  Ministers  already  in  Europe,  are  no  fiirther 
so,  than  to  confine  the  allowance  to  them,  within  the  tame 
limit."  .  . 

This,  then,  it  a  case  of  money  paid  for  public  service* 
rendered,  and  expenses  incurred,  upon  a  construction  of 
law  by  the  proper  olBcer  appointed  to  execute  it,  aanc- 
t-oned  hy  every  Presdent  of  the  United  SUtes  who  had 
ever  acted  upon  it,  by  tliesame  allowance  made  to  every 
other  Minister  under  like  circumstances,  approved  by  a 
former  distinguished  Attorney  General,  and  officially  con- 
firmed by  the  present  eminent  oGScer  in  the  highest  law 
department  of  the  Government.  I  leave  auch  authori^  to 
be  balanced,  if  he  shall  so  contend,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  who  so  broadly  made  tlie  accusation. 

The  next  in  chronologic  d  «der,  is  the  chat^fe,  that  the 
President  was  elected  by  corruption,  and  has  come  to  his 
office  by  aviolaUon  of  the  Constitution.  The  repetition 
of  this  language  has  become  almost  mechanical  \  and,  if 
any  one  repeata  it,  believing  in  its  truth,  he  t»  not  to  be 
reasoned  with  upon  evidence.  If  the  prooft  befiwe  the 
world  do  not  convince  him  of  the  innocence  of  tlie  parties 
accused,  then  woukl  he  not  be  convinced  "  though  one 
were  to  arise  from  the  dead.**  To  whom  has  the  nation 
been  directed  for  the  proof  of  iho  allegation  >  Who  iwa 
been  emphatically  designated  by  the  accuser  as  the  wit- 
ness '  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  DircBS-V- 
iH.]  And  what  Itas  he  here  said  in  his  place  to  this  Heiue, 
and  to  the  world  ?  "  Of  the  chnrwe  of  comiption  in  the 
election,  I  will  not  speak,  (said  fie)— if  there  was  any.  I 
know  it  not."  Yea,  "hear  him!"  "hear  him/'*  well 
miglit  we  exclaim.  The  witness,  called  upon  to  prore 
the  fiict.  says,  *•  I  know  it  not  !"  Bill  what  is  substituted 
for  proof  ?  The  allegAtion  that  suspicion  exists— and  that 
suspicion  is  worse  than  proof  of  guilt— yes  morcdan^r- 
ous  to  the  community — more  demamUng  our  illdigntflOT^ 
they  should  be  suspected,  thui  that  they  sliould  be 
guiky,  and  convicted  of  the  crime  !  Por  what  country — 
for  what  age — fiir  whut  instituions.  is  such  doctrine  Stted? 
And  has  it  come 'to  this,  that  we  hear  it  unblushingty  ad- 
vanced on  this  floor } 

Let  desperadoes  aim  at  the  life  \  aye,  higher— al  the 
character  of  those  most  pure  and  elevated  In  society  i  let 
them  go  to  the  work  of  prostration  and  deatniction  by 
most  unfounded  falsehoals  i  let  the  pretended  prooft  of 
guilt  establish,  beyoml  corilrnvcrsj',  the  innocence  of  the 
accused  i  and  then  let  this  doctrine  of  suspicion  come  in 
to  consummate  the  deed  of  deslnictimi,  and  bring  upon 
the  head  of  the  unolTendingthe  punishment  due  to  wick- 
edness and  crime.  And  will  the  gentleman— who  hat  ao 
much  reason  to  be  proud  of  being  a  lawyer— will  lie  cany 
this  doctrine  with  him  to  the  curts  erf"  law  ?  Should,  not 
suspicion  merely,  but  color  of  proof,  tx  parte  testimony, 
procure  an  imiictinent  against  an  honest  and  an  innocent 
man,  should  we  hear  him  exclaim — let  him  be  innocent, 
let  him  be  honest,  but  execute  him,  for  he  lias  been  sua- 
pected  t  Least,  uf  all,  sliould  I  have  expected  such  m 
doctrine,  in  this  case,  fVom  that  gentleman. 

[Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  to  disclaim  having  intended 
to  advance  such  opinion.] 

Some  gentleman  had  urged  it,  and  given  his  reasm 
that,  if  guilt  were  clear  and  distinct,  the  moral  tense  of 
the  community  would  prevent  evil  consequence  i  but 
suspicion  might  be  more  dangerous  in  leaving  a  bad  pre- 
cedent.  I  have,  said  Mr.  B.  perhaps  imputed  to  tbe 
gentleman  opinions  expressed  byothertt  but,  whoever 
should  have  expressed  them,  I  should  have  expected  him 
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to  eome  forth,  tt  once,  to  defend  the  President  xnd  Sec- 
retary of  StatCi  from  the  consequences  of  uich  vupU 
•ckm,  or  charm  oftuapicion.  What,  and  wlio  was  the  cau<e» 
unmtentionuly,  innooenlly,  the  cause,  that  such  a  sua- 
pioi<m  ever  existed  f  [Mr.  B.  here  read  a  part  of  a  letter, 
vhicit  atated  a  converaation,  be.  with  ■  diitinguished 
member  of  Conffreaa,  in  December,  1834.  A  part  of  ano- 
ther letter,  ttatjng  who  that  member  of  Congress  wasj 
a.nd  was  proceeding  to  read  att  extract  from  Ur.  Bvcrak- 
Aar'a  address  (o  the  public  in  reply  to  the  same,  when  the 
Speaker  suffgested,  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  refer 
to  optnkHtaor  writings,  out  of  the  House,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House.] 

Mr.  B.  obaerred,  he  vis  not  deurous  to  do  so.  Uy 
onW  purpose,  said  he,  was  (o  show  that  a  con^'ersation, 
heldeii  by  that  gentleman,  of  which  the  parties  accused 
had  no  part  atid  no  Icnowledre,  liad  been  tlie  origin  of  all 
the  suspicion,  ami  all  tlie  cnininalion  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  he,  oC  all  others,  is  moat  called  upon  to  shield 
tbeBA  from  an  Iiyuir,  of  vUch  he  had  most  uiunteniion- 
ally  been  Ae  occasion. 

But  the  President  is  to  be  condemned  for  asking  him, 
and  the  Secretary  for  consenting,  to  go  from  thia  Houae 
to  an  EzecutiTe  o(Rce  i  "  descending ,"  as  the  gentleman 
terms  it.  from  that  Chair  to  the  Depsnibentof  SUte.  Is 
the  gentleman  aware  how  desolating  a  condemnation  he 
thus  pronounces  ?  Has  he  not,  at  least  in  later  times, 
joined  in  the  prftises  of  Jefferson's  purity  and  integrity, 
and  shsll  we  now  revoke  the  eulogies  over  bis  grave  with 
which  the  countiy  it >et  reaoumling  *  Was  he,  too,  cor- 
rupt >  Are  they  all  corrupt — that  roll  of  patriots  and 
sa^s,  who  voted  for  him  in  this  House,  and  who  took  ap- 
pointment at  his  hands,  immediately  on  his  inauguration  i 
Oh  no  t  The  names  oi  Lincoln,  Gallatin,  Cl^ubome,  and 
those  wlio  voted  and  were  promoted  with  them,  are  an- 
swers to  ten  thoiiamd  peculations  of  suipioion.  The  re< 
cord  my  be  found  in  Pub.  l)oe.  IKh  vol.  lat  session  19tb 
Congress,  No.  164.  The  reiteration  of  such  charges,  and 
the  countenancing  such  suspicions,  are  more  to  be  re- 
gretted  for  the  Injury  they  do  our  country,  than  the  indi- 
viduals accused.  Tney  go  deep  into  the  foundations  of 
our  institutions.  When  the  excitement  of  party  shall  have 
passed,  the  most  zealous  per«eeuton  will  relent.  Ifthere 
be  one  now  living,  who  joined  in  the  clamor  against  Jef- 
ferson, and  he  too  shared  the  common  lot,  he  has  slready 
lived  to  do  penance,  and  would,  were  it  possible,  now 
wash  out  the  stain  with  tears  of  contrition. 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  charge  of  misconduct  of  the 
President  in  the  appointment  of  his  cabineL  It  cannot 
be  intended  to  apply  to  that  portion  of  it  which  he  took 
at  the  hands  of  his  predecessor.  The  Secretary  of  Stale, 
tte  gendeman  fVom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  HAmimv]  has 
been  pleased  to  say,  was  a  distinguiuied  decburocr  in  this 
House.  Wlule  the  country  yet  remembers,  with  plea- 
sure  and  pride,  tbe  power  with  which  that  distinguished 
statesman  sustained  here  the  interests  and  character  of 
the  nation,  to  such  remark  there  need  be  no  other  reply 
than  is  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Boeaairiv]  wnoaM%  he  lad  long  looked  with  hope 
fbr  his  deration  to  the  nighest  office  in  this  country — I 
inXi  sdd,  the  highest  office  in  the  world.  The  gentk- 
man^  epithets,  applied  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of' 
the  Treatury,  characterizing  it  as  "  the  multiplication  ta- 
ble set  to  music,"  may  poMeu  more  of  truth  than  even  he 
had  siipposetL  Should  the  recommendations  ofthatdis- 
tinguiriied  officer  be  pursued  by  us,  we  may  yet  see  bis 
principles  prove  to  be  the  multiplieation  ti^le  of  the 
vcahb  and  resources  of  tbe  country,  set  to  the  music  of 
industry,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  of  the  People.  1 
complain  not  that  tbe  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Uiliiary  Affiiirshas  thought  fit,  before  this  House,  to  style 
^  bead  of  Uie  War  Department,  **  tbe  bantling  of  Bel- 
loaa."  Tht  coM«iy  do  not  now,  fiff  the  &nt  tim^  heir 


of  that  diitinguished  citizen.  Distinguished  in  his  native 
State ;  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent ofDce — in  promptness,  accuracy,  and  talent,  not  less 
distinguialied  Uian  bis  predecessw. 

But  again  we  are  t4^,  that  the  Prerident  has  assumed 
powers  over  the  Constitution,  and  hoMen  a  right  to  dis. 
regard  the  will  of  lus  constituents,  The  gentleimin  from 
North  Carolina,  [H.".  CasaoH]  saya  he  will  **  convict  hinr 
of  igmmiiKe,  or  of—"  what  bis  deKcsey  did  not  permit 
him  to  name.  This  term  convict,  is  technical,  and  to 
what,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  applied,  I  presume  not  to 
assert.  It  is,  pertiaps,  a  stronrer  term  than  the  gentle* 
man  intended  to  apply  to  his  dilfermiee  of  construction 
"of  bmgunge.  For  proof,-  retwt  >■  bad  to  so  ezpmnon 
in  the  Uessage  of  the  Prerident,  to  which  no  other  reply 
need  be  made,  tlun  that,  in  a  recent  able  publia  paper— 
*  the  phrase  has  been  torn  from  iu  context,  and  misin- 
;  terpreted." — *1f  these  bad  been  the  tatmts  and  railings 
*'  of  anonymous  newspapor-scribblera,  they  would  bavC' 
**  beendeemed  unworthy  of  public  notice  ;  but  when  aach. 
"  clurges  are  seriously  made  and  reiterated,  by  men  hold- 
<*  ing  lii^  stations  in  tlie  Government,  and  exerdiing 
"  some  influence  over  pubtie  opinioD,  tbey  cannot  be  too 
**  •tpon^pr  condemned." 

What  IS  the  practical  illustration  of  Ms  disregard  of 
"  the  will  of  his  constituents  i"  When  a  member  of  the 
Senate  ofthe  United  StMes,  and  bis  jodgment  required' 
him  to  approve  the  measures  of  Government,  against  the 
opinion  of  his  conitituentsi  he  returned  to  their  Bands  the 
power  tliey  had  committed  to  him,  that  they  migbt  txtx- 
cise  it  agreeably  to  their  own  views.  If  the  same  defer* 
ence  were  now  paid  to  *' the  will  of  constituents,"  where 
would  be  the  present  boasted  majorities  I  Tbey  might 
perhaps  be  greater— possibly  they  might  not. 

In  every  specificalion  of  abuse  of  power,  and  of  extra- 
Tq[snt  expenditure  by  the  President,  "  the  Panama  Uts- 
sioii*'  has  oeen  rung  through  all  iu  clianges.  And  what 
is  this,  which  (he  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ur. 
[nsBAx]  styles  "  a  splendid  pageant  t"  The  Govern- 
ment of  South  America,  struggling  to  free  thenuelves 
from  the  chains  of  oppresMon,  propose  to  consult  logC' 
ther  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  mutual  wdftre 
and  the  cause  of  free  principles,  and  &ee  institutions  ge- 
nerally—they  respectfully  sotidt  us  to  to  be  present,  to  ad* 
vise  and  aid  with  our  experience  and  example.  The  Pre- 
sident proposes  to  accept,  and  submits  the  question  to  his 
constitutional  adviser*,  to  appoint,  or  not,  Minnrtets  to 
attend.  I  never  enlertuned  high  expectaUons  of  the  re- 
sults of  that  meeting,  but  one  reason  assigned  by  the 
President  would  have  been  sufficient  to  hare  induced  me 
to  vote  for  the  appropriatimi.  If  it  were  to  decline  to 
sot  with  them,  I  would  have  done  it  by  sending  a  Minis- 
terftff  the  purpose.  In  acommerdd  point  ofview,  tbe  im. 
portance  of  our  presence  there  is  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  zed  of  <Kher  powers,  unasked  to  intrude  themselvei^ 
where  we  were  invited.  But,  bad  the  President  refused, 
what  would,  have  bean— what  would  not  have  been  (he 
clamor  agunst  bim  '  The  enemy  of  the  Republics  of  tbe 
South  1  the  friend  ofthe  Hohr  Alliance,  would  have  been  • 
held  up  for  the  execratitm  of  this  and  fiiture  ages.  Tbe 
language  ofa  distinguished  politician  of  tbe  wy,  would 
have  been  \-erified — **  had  you  taken  the  other  side,  we 
would  forever  have  proatraled  you." 

Another  accusation  against  the  Executive  is,  that  of  a 
disporition  to  continue  the  exiatiiw  abuses  in  the  Govern- 
ment. And  of  this  character  ha«  been  named  tbe  Milita> 
ry  Academy.  In  a  GovemmerA  like  ours,  resting  upoti 
the  difftuimi  of  knowledge,  I  will  not  prciume  to  defend 
tiie  establishment  of  institutions  for  education.  No  !  1  will 
wait  till  tlie  time  comes,  if  here  it  ever  shdl  come,  when 
some  gres*.  tefoimer,  wbo  would  "  new  vamp  the  Com- 
moowedib,"  sbdl,  in  the  language  of  Jack  Cade,  bring 
the  disrge  dittiaetly  ngaiaat  our  rulers  tbat  uwf  bav* 
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**tniitorouBly  corruptci)  the  youth  of  Ibe  realm,  by  erect< 
in^  a  gnninuLr  tchool."  Whether  the  dittbigiutbed  pa- 
triot who  founded  it,  or  CongreM,  by  whoae  uinual  ap> 
propriationa  it  i«  sustnined,  can  then  defetid  themaelTet, 
must  be  left  hereafter  to  be  determined. 

Hie  charge  of  abuae  of  appuntmenti  at  thia  inidtution 
reita  not,  if  it  ever  exiated,  where,  perhaps,  the  person 
mabinff  it  intended  to  atrike.  So  &r  u  tiue  present  head 
of  the  War  Department  is  concerned,  hispredeccmorhad 
uken  sufficient  precaution  to  guard  against  such  misuse 
of  power,  by  anticipating  the  appointmenta  for  the  year 
next  succeeding  his  retirement  from  that  office,  as  ap- 
pears by  Documents  vol.  4,  1st  Sess.  19th  Cong.  No.  5. 
Since  that  period  the  appointments  have  generally  been 
nadt  from  different  CongreirioMd  IMitrietab  upon  the  rs* 
commendation  of  the  Members. 

The  catalogue  of  crimes  slleged  sgainst  the  Execu- 
6?e  seenvi  not  to  have  been  completed  till  they  are  ac- 
cused of  doing  even  legal  acU  withtNegal  motives.  Yes, 
says  the  gentlemsn  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  InoaAit]  if 
he  were  to  try  them,  he  wouldtry  them  upon  the  motive — 
hb  pardon— *■  the  fuean/Mo.**  What  and  where  is  his 
tribunal  F  Will  he  brii^  to  us  the  Inquisition,  with  its 
terrors  and  its  tortures  ?   We  are  not  yet  prepared  for  it. 

The  grave  manner  in  which  the  atatementa  were  made, 
and  the  high  source  whence  they  come,  are  the  apology, 
and  I  feel  one  is  necessary,  for  a  passing  comment  upon 
the  allegation  that  the  present  Administration  "is  tup. 
ported  by  Federslists" — **  n  opposed  by  the  old  Repub> 
licanaofNew  England."  Such  remarks  were  made  in 
tlUs  House— of  course  were  intended  for  this  House.  But 
does  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  fHr.  Wicumrs]  ad 
n^,  that  nia  cause  is  conttminaled  by  the  able  support 
of  bis  pcwerfol  friend,  [Hr.  Bdckaitaii]  who,  in  his  re- 
cent  adflreaa  to  the  Houae,  confeised  the  (set  of  federal- 
ism? Will  he  exclude  from  his  communion  his  msny  other 
distinnished  coa^ulora,  liable  to  tlie  same  objection  t 
And  does  he  recollect  that  the  only  rote  ever  yet  g^ven 
to  his  ftvourite  candidate.  North  of  the  Hudson, 'was  given 
by  him  [Mr.BATUXs]  whose  firBt.political  lore  ia  now  even 
^ater  than,  that  to  the  lAjcct  of  bis  more  recent  affec- 

In  the  political  party  to  which  the  gentleman  allude*, 
there  have  been  political  desperadoet.  Hotspurs,  uHtw, 
whose  mad  course  required  the  restraints  of  the  good 
sense  of  the  community.  They  exposed  the  Govenv 
ment.  What  is  now  done  }  On  this  floor  we  hear  it  de- 
manded  that  the  Preaideot  shall  resign.  But  this  Nation 
does  not  proscribe,  by  parly  names  merely,  whole  classes 
of  People—smongwhom,  in  ber  utmost  extremity,  the 
country  found  her  Bayards,  Dexters,  and  Grays.- 

llie  gentleman  from  Vii^nis,  [Hr  Kavimi^}.  in  his 
remark  that  tbe  old  Republicana  of  New  England  we  op- 
posed to  the  Administnriion,  msy  perhaps  be  deceived 
by  tb^  authority  upon  which  he  trusts.  It  is  prolubly  the 
authority  of  tlut  individual  whom  he  has  pronounced 
**  a  blackguard"— whom  the  gantleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  BccaAVAir]  deaignated  m  «  "foul  libeller." 
What  other  epithets  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  may 
tiiink  he  ^11  deserve,  he  can  best  judge,  when  he  shall 
learn  thst  the  same  person  Is  exhibiUng  in  public,  a  real 
AT  pretended  letter  ot  approbation  and  comprimeni,  re- 
ceived, or  pretended  to  be  rece'.Ted,  from  the  gentleman 
himaelf. 

If  there  be  now,  in  thia  countty,  a  distinction  of  party, 
upon  principle,  it  is  in  the  advocates  and  opponenU  of  the 
policy  of  Washin{^on.  His  theory  has  been  tested  by 
practice—the  excitements  of  the  moment  are  passed — 
tbe  age  hss  approved,  and  experience  sanctioned  it.  If 
there  be  now,  in  this  Union,  an  individual  (and  I  hope 
there  ii  none)  wlio»  at  this  dsy,  shall  say  that  his  example 
e^ht  to  be  **  the  guide  of  bis  mactwton,"  then,  fkeo 
tlMlB^irldwd  and  that  psfty,  I  weald  •iMklalool'.  Yca^ 


even  the  name  of  Wasbii^ton  oeght  to  abate  the  fierce- 
ness of  tliat  rancor  which  is  pour.ng  afresh  its  calomnicn 
upon  htm,  now  no  more,  but  for  whom  the  country  might 
never  have  known  her  Wsshiogton.  In  that  eveMwl 
cri«s,  when  tbe  nation  were  looking  in  every  direction 
for  a  leader  of  tbeir  forces,  it  was  John  Adams  who,  upon 
the  impulse  trf'  Lis  own  poverfol  and  diaoeming  mind, 
rt>se  in  his  place  in  Conmss,  and  said,  **  Sir,  I  nominate 
Gemge  Washingtim,  or  Viijcima*  commandeihia^luef.'* 
But,  Mr,  they  have  passed  beyond  the  reach  of  emaiiie 
or  (Upraise.  Hiatory  will  do  justice  to  them  and  their 
accusers.  My  purpose  has  been  to  notice  some  of  tbe 
more  prominent  charges  made  in  this  discussion  against 
the  prMcnt  Executive,  and  I  hope  1  have  fulfilled  my  in- 
tention—so  frr,  at  IcM^  at  to  bsTe  confined  myseu  to 
matter  of  vindication,  and  to  have  d»tained  entirely  ftom 
recrimination  or  accusation  of  otben.  Our  own  cliamfr- 
ter,  as  well  as  thst  of  the  Hooae  and  tfie  coootiy^  aeem 
to  me  to  demand  such  course. 

As  I  observed,  on  riwng,  my  originid  intention  was  to 
have  moved  an  amendment  to  the  reaolutiona,  calculated 
to  prevent  our  attention  from  being  diverted  from  the 
real  evil — if  any  exist  in  the  Government— our  mode  of 
lagUUfion  here.  Let  us  clear  our  own  viaion,  by  firat 
removing  sucti  **  beams**  as  obstruct  it,  before  we  go  in 
search  of  *  motes  "  Let  us  reform  the  vices  at  our  floor, 
before  we  get  up  crusades  to  India,  ur  the  islands  of  tite 
Pacific,  to  eotrect  mailers  of  opinion.  A  moment's  at* 
tention  must  convince  us  that  tbe  power  good  or  evil  is 
with  the  House. 

The  resolutions,  as  first  proposed,  indicated  an  attack 
upon  the  Cleiks  and  Auditora.  After  the  unnumbered 
timnsmuuttons  to  which  tliey  have  been  aubjectcd,  thcpr 
havecomeroundagain  to  the  Auditors  and  Clerks.  Tlu* 
surely  is  a  safe,  if  not  a  gallant  war.  The  gentleman 
fivm  Pennsylvania  [Hr.  laoaAv]  says,  if  we  inchide  our- 
selves in  this  inquiiy,  all  reform  wiU,  of  course,  be  defemt- 
ed.  1  beg  the  gentleman  not  to  confimsfip  me:  I  do  not 
so  estimate  the  principle  and  patriotism  of  the  House.  1 
do  not  think  that  all  our  zeal  ouicht  to  be.  or  will  be,  ex- 
hausted in  a  clamor  againat  Auditors  and  Clerkcfor  whoae 
appointment,  compensation,  and  duties,  we  have  provid- 
ed. They  are  men — have  tlie  feelings  of  men— and 
while  dlscha^ng,  with  fsilhfulnesa«nd  ability,  the  duties 
of  their  stations,  deserve  not  such  epithets  as  it  b  too 
fsshionsble  here  to  bestow  upon  lh«m. 

They,  too,  have  a  right  to  bold  os  up  to  the  pubUc. 
And  suppose  they  weie  assembled  and  ritting  in  jud^ 
ment  upon  our  course,  might  they  not  propose  question* 
<vhich  if  we  would  not,  they  could  easily  answer  *.  Sup- 
pose tltej>  should  ssy  to  Congress,  ycu  charge  us  with 
working  in  our  offices  but  six  hours  a  day  :  what  are  your 
usual  hours  of  meeting  and  adjournment  '  and  what  pro- 
portion of  TO<irtime,  while  in  pretended  seiaiom  isdevtH- 
to  the  budness  of  the  House  f  Do  we  not  diechai|e 
all  the  duties  the  public  require  of  us  ?  And  do  you  sta 
mucli  i  Wlio  fixes  our  compensation  f  Who  gives  us 
additional  perquixites?  To  what  purposes  do  you  ^ppl^ 
(he  stationery  of  Government)  and,  with  s  contemptible 
article  of  cutlery,  so  important  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  do  you  not  consent  to  pocket  the  abuse  i 

Thu  (hey  pass,  as  too  small  siame.  But  might  they  not 
ask  us.  What  is  your  mode  of  Ic^^t'ion  i  And  can  f  ou 
not  improve  that,  so  as  to  secure  a  more  prompt  and  fiuth- 
fiil  discharge  of  the  buirineas  uf  the  Nation  i  While 
claimants  stsnd  knocking  at  your  doot^ while  the  lensla- 
tion  upon  the  great  inteKstsof  the  country  is  untoucneda 
what  are  you  doing  ?  Are  you  not  converting  this  Hall 
into  a  mere  *■  Court  House  }-ard"— '*acrowoad"— ■*» 
stump" — firom  which  to  addreas  electioneering  hanngnee 
to  your  conatitnents  }  Such  imputation  we  would  ind'^- 
nantly  deny,  srith  as  much  confidence  as  w«  could. 
Tniere  is  a  remedy,  to  areid  even  the  color  of  wwh 
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hvga.  Let  iM  orertum  these  table*— which,  for  the  ftp- 
ropriate  dutietof  (epilation,  here  more  siffiA  here 
ten  IhtftaMei  erihenoney-chMigemhi  Temple*  of  Re- 
Ktpn.  tM  m  dliTe  fVom  the  Hoaie  tiiat  ^oit  Office, 
rbich,  in  tfie  hngvagie  of  *  dittinffuiiKed  editor,  give* 
liis  Hall  •*  tiw.  appeaninee  of  a  Mding-reom  to  an  im> 
tense  newspaper  establishment."  All  the  present  ac* 
samodatioiu  may  be  bad  hj  distributing  the  documents 
t  our  lodgingl^  wliere  Hiej  ntaj  be  examined/  instead  of 
ilia  ptaee*  where  they  aft  net 

But  a  greater  reform  than  any  coAtempfated  by  these 
eseUitions,  or  vriiich  can  reiiolt  from  them^  may  be  tf- 
!e<e4  ia  our  oUKle  of  appropriation»  At  a  foiiner  session 
f  Cwgress,  I  submitted  resolutions^  vhicb  \rU)  be  found 
t  page  tli,  of  the  Journal,  proposing,  generally,  »  re- 
srenee  of  the  estimates  to  die  committees  upon  the  dif- 
srett  subjects,  wltose  reports,  if  approred  by  the  House* 
tiould  be  aubmiUed  ta  the  ConmiUee  of  W«>>  *>*d  Means, 
'ith  the  estimate*.  The  session  eloaed  bcwrc  tke  sab- 
Ect  ceuld.be  acted  upon  t  butlruoiee  to  find  the  prio- 
ipte  «loptcd»  in  part,  1^  a  resolutran  of  that  committee^ 
ecently  reported.  Projects  for  refenn,  howerer«  which 
roimse  any  good  remit,  in  any  slupe,  and  from  aiiy  quar- 
tr,  shall  have  my  support. 

Ur.  SMYTH,  of  Virginia  said:  The  gentleman  wlio 
as  just  taken  his  seat  deprecates  Inquiry,  and  seems  to 
3  confer  it  an  injury  to  subject  the  AdministT*tion  to 
n  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  Sir,  no  Admrnistration 
hould  complain  of  inquiry.  The  conduct  of  Atexandtf 
iimilton  aiwl  Andrew  Jackson  underwent  rigid  inquiries 
1  this  House  t  and  no  other  man  or  set  ot  men  slioutd 
laim.to  be  exempt  from  inquiry.  This  is  Uw  gnutd 
nqtiest  of  the  naUon,  and  nmie  are  above  its  examina- 
ion.  ,  J 

The  gentleman  said  th«  Constitution  contains  an.ample 
ecuritymainst  abuse*  by  tlie  Exeenlire.  It  provides 
bat  no  money  shill  be  drawn  from  the  Treasmy  but  by 
appropriations  made  by  law.  But  it,  by  the  powerto  ap- 
loint  members  of  Congress  to  oiAce,  an  undue  influence 
•  obtained  over  this  body,  and  large  sums  of  money  shall 
appropriated  by  law,  and  expended  lavishly,  without 
.  partleulsr  ■pemfioation  irf"  the  objects  for  which  it  has 
ie«n  expanded,  there  will  be  no  security  against  abuses 
n  the  enenditure  of  public  money.  Tlie  gentleman 
lu  said*  that  the  President  is  a  man  of  most  unostenu- 
ieus  manner*,  and  we  are  warned  not  to  prostrate  those 
D  whom  the  nation  is  indebted  for  all  the  elevation  it  has 
o  boast.  It  seems,  then,  that  wt  are  to  consider  the 
hvMont  as  one  of  those  to  whom  th«  nation  is  indebted 
or  all  the  elevation  it  has  to  boast.  That  ckim  I  will 
examine. 

It  is  contended  that  inquiry  is  unnecessary,  as  the  Ad- 
ninistration  have  the  confidence  of  the  People.  Sir,  I 
leny  that  the  People  have  ever  given  their  confidence  to 
ite  President.  Tliey  have  preferred  another,  who  is  enti- 
tied  to  thfir  confidence.  Tlie  President  was  not  elected 
t>y  the  People  t  nor  by  Electora  chosen  by  them  to  give 
their  Totea.  He  wa*  chosen  by  (lie  Representatives  of 
ihe  People,  exerdtti^  their  own  discretion. 

[Here  Mr.  WHIPPLE  rose  to  order.  He  conndered 
lhat  it  was  not  in  order,  in  a  debate  on  this  subject,  to  go 
into  the  liistmy  of  ihc  Presidential  election.  The  SPEA- 
KER decided  tliat  the  genlleman  from  Virginia  was  in  or- 
der. Mr.  WHIPPLE  appealed  to  the  Mouse  t  but  sub 
■equently  withdrew  his  appeal.] 

Sir*  the  Representativea  of  the  People  expressed  their 
own  opiiusns,  and  did  not  express  the  c^mons  of  the  Peo- 
ple. Uy  a  siatr-ment  which  I  hold  in  my  liand,  made  by 
mother,  but  which  I  suppose  to  be  correct,  it  appears  tlivt 
of  the  votes  of  the  People,  General  Jacxaon  received  153,- 
634  {  Mr.  Adams,  105,305  i  and  Mr.  Crawford,  47,665— 
w  tliat  Genetal  Jackson  received  more  votes  of  the  Peo* 
than  Mr.  AduDS  and  Mr.  Crawftffd  united— of  the 


Electora  ehoscn  by  the  People,  Jaokson  had  84,  and  Ad- 
ama48 1  while,  of  the  Electors  choaen  By  State  LegisI*- 
turesr  Adams  had  96,  and  Jackson  IS— ^be  whole  num' 
her  offlecters  for  Jackaonbdi^  99,  and  fiw  Adams  84. 
In  five  States  Oenerri  Jackson  received  30  Electoral 
votesr  while  only  t  were  given  against  him  tftt^  those  five 
States^  by  their  Eepresentatives  on  thia  tfoor*  voted 
against  htm.  The  Electors  arc  chosen  foeipress  l^e  voter 
of  the  People,  to  do  wliieh  tbt^  arc  pledged.  The  Repre- 
sentatives consider  themselves  at  Uberty  to  exercise  ineir 
own  judgment.  Had  the  Represeittaiives  of  the  Pec^ble 
given  the  same  vote  which  the  Eleetors  of  those  five 
Stateigave,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people,  6en^ 
eral  Jackson  would  luve  been  elected  President.  He 
would  then  have  had  twelve  States  f  and  their  can  be  nck 
doubt  that  another  of  the  States  which  voted  for  Ur. 
Crawford^  would  ultimately  Imvc  voted  for  him.  Sir,  the 
Pcepl*  did  nol  elect  Mr  Adam^  although  hv  is  President 
by  A*  fotnw  of  the  Constitution' 

[Mr«  tTHIPPLB  asain  n)te,awl  asked  the  Srsaun,  If 
the  gen(Ieman[Mr,9n  was  in  order.  The  SPEAKEBre- 
ptied/that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  waa  m  order  » thai 
a  wide  range  l»d  been  allowed  in  the  dcbi^,and  it  wan 
not  tar  him  to  foresee  what  anprwatton  tbe  gentleman 
from  Viir^nia  would  make  of  bis  remarks.  J 

Let  a*  emyiie  tbe  pubNolife  of  Mr.  Adami^  mid  aee 
if  he  b  so  eminent^  entitled  to  th4  oonMeace  of  the  na- 
tion, that  it  ia  wrong  to  make  an  inquiry  into  his  Adnrini*' 
tration.  Passing  over  tlie  writings  of  Mr-  Adams,  bearing 
the  signature  of  Publieob^  in  answer  lo  Paine'*  Ki|^«r 
Man,  which  first  brought  Mr.  Adams  into  netiee  let  u* 
accompany  him  into  the  Senate  of  the  Dniled  States.. 
There  we  find  that  he  voted  against  taUng  peaaession  of 
Louisiana,  and  every  measure  proposed  cenccrniiw  that 
Territory—  even  ag^nst  making  roads  tlirot^  tbe  Indian 
countiy  to  New  Orleans.  We  next  fhtd  hiin  one  ef  » 
Coomuttee  of  three  members,  who  bvoug&t  in  «  MB  tv 
suspend  the. writ  of  Aai^  eorput/  (a  measure  of  which 
a  good  deal  has  been  said  i)  a  measure  whteli  would  liave  s 
ei^ngered  your  liberty,  and  mine,  and  lba€  of  snrery 
man  in  the  country,  from  Muoc  to  Georgia « and  for  whM 
cause  t  Because  a  deswcable  riot  or  rout  had  oOBonM 
on  the  Mississippi.  wliicAi  the  constable*  wtn  au  Adent  t» 
luve  put  down.  Yes,  Mr.  Adams  concurred  in  an  at- 
tempt to  suspend  the  writ  of  ftoAeot  eorput  /  not  in  a  be* 
leaguered  town  (  nol  in  the  case  of  an  individual  who  ex- 
cited  mutiny  ;  but  to  suspend  it  as  to  tbe  whole  Nation. 
These  are  some  ot  the  services  which  it  seems  liave  made 
Mr.  Adams  the  ohoice  of  the  Representativea  of  that  quar- 
ter of  tbe  Union  ! 

Let  us  now  examine  the  services  rendered  by  Ur.  Ad- 
ams as  a  Foreign  Minister.  He  went  to  Portugal  t  what 
did  he  do  there  1  Nothing.  To  Prusna  t  what  did  he  do 
there  ?  ICothing.  To  Rusua  i  what  there  ?  Nothing 
To  Ghent  t  there  we  must  give  him  credit  for  one  mm 
part  of  the  negotiation.  But  otiier  Ministers  say  that  Mt^ 
Adams  proposed  to  cede  tlie  free  navigation  of  the  Mia- 
riasipirita  tlie  enemy.  Sir,  the  Hi»siauppi  rises  and  runs 
its  oourae  in  the  tcrritmy  Of  the  United  States  i  and  our 
Ministers  might,  with  as  mncli  propriety,  have  ceded  to 
the  British  the  free  navigation  of  tlie  Potomac.  Consi- 
der what  would  have  been  the  consequences  bad  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 
Tou  could  not  then  have  stopped  their  sliips  at  New  Or- 
leftna,  or  any  ether  port,  or  place.  Your  oouiiiry  would 
liave  been  mundated  with  gooda  from  the  Misnssippi, 
which  had  paid  no  dutiesi  and  thus  our  revenue  laws  woukl 
be  defrauded.  The  Indians  would  have  been  suppli- 
ed with  goods,  and  their  trade  engrossed.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  thiit  we  have  not  yet  been  fiivored  with  the 
developments,  promised  to  be  given  at  some  propitious 
time,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  open  day  and  saore^ 
night  of  the  negotiators  at  Ghent.    Hiis  pnpontion 
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dtfc^  not  mairifett  eminent  trUom  On  ttns  pwtt  of  My. 
Adamf. 

"tht  next  tMatjr  necotwted  by  Ifr,  Aduim,  %hidi  I  shall 
notice  H  the  treaty  Witb  Spain.  In  that  \^tj,  Mr.  Ad- 
ina  reUnquishcd  to  the  Spanish  Crown  the  extensire  Pro- 
vince oTTexas,  although  DonOnia,  the  SpanUh  Minister, 
in  «  book  publiabed  bv  him^  haa  admitted  that  the  coun- 
\ty  thus  surrendered  belonged  to  the  United  States.  I 
%ill  ft'ek^  ieorti^  to  the  treaty  made  by  the  eminent  nego- 
tiaior,  with  Ftance.  That  irea^  oonteins  the  fU'owing- 
provisions :  The  nanufaetutes  and  produce  of  France, 
nnptH^d  in  French  veaseb^  pay  in  the  United  States  fS 
7S  additional  duty  by  the  ton  of  merchandise,  more  tlian 
if  imported  in  American  vessels,  while  the  manufactures 
and  produce  of  the  United  States,  imported  into  France 
in  American  veMels,  pay  there  a  wmilar  additional  duty  t 
but  in'tzinr  what  Aall  be  the  ton  of  iDerehaodise,  a  bale 
«r  French  mkr  of  tlie  content  of  50  cubic  feet*  which  will 
weiRh  1,100  lbs.  and  be  woKh  4,400  dolUrs,  is  a  ton  t 
while  a  bale  of  «olton,  weighing  804  lbs.  and  worth  80 
dollar*,  is  a  ton,  and  pays  an  equal  extra  duty  with  such 
a  bale  of  silk  {  bo  a  bale  of  French  broad  cloth  weighing 
9S0  lbs.  and'  worth  3,600  dollars,  will  pay  no  more  of  this 
extra  duty  than  such  a  bale  of  cotton.  I  will  adfC  that 
these  estimates  of  weight  and  value  of  the  French  pn>duc- 
tions  were  made  by  a  Collector  of  the  Rerenue. 

Passing  from  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Adams,  as  a  negotiator 
of  treaties,  we  find  him  in  the  Presidential  eliair,  by  the 
election  of  the  Representatives  in  Congress.  I  will  say 
nothing  or the  doctrines  contained  in  his  inauf^iral  Ka- 
dress,  and  Message,  which  have  already  been  comment- 
ed  on  by  others.  I  will  ask  if  any  tiling  is  more  likely 
to  prove  dangerous  to  the  rtglita  and  liberties  of  the 
People,  than  making  the  press  renal  t  Con«dering  the 
importance  of  the  press,  its  influence  tn  finding  public 
opmion,  it  may  be  exceedingly  dangerous  to  virtue. 
Why  lias  not  the  press  been  left  perfectly  free  and  unin- 
fluenced i  Has  there  not  been  an  effort  made  by  the  Ad* 
ministration  to  bring  the  press  under  influence  i  Have 
the  judgments  of  those  intelligent  men  who  direct  the 
press  been  left  unbiassed 

[Here  Mr-  WHIPPLE  interposed,  and  called  Mr. 
SkttB  to  order,  and  wi^ed  to  know  if  it  was  in  order 
to  discuss  the  liberty  of  the  press  on  the  question  before 
the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  not  out  uf  order.  The  application  and  bearing  of  the 
remarks  to  the  question  under  consideration,  he'presum* 
ed  the  gentleman  intended  to  show. 

Mr.  SHTTH  said,  in  an  under  tone,  bat  so  m  to  be 
heard  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  House,  **  He  cannot 
possibly  be  sober  some  other  member,  near  Mr.  Sxrrn, 
said,  **  He  certainly  must  be  dnmk." 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  again  reset  when, 

Mr.  SMTl'H  called  him  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  required  both  members  to  take  their 
•eats. 

Mr.  CLARE,  of  Kentucky,  then  said,  I  call  the  gentle- 
man firom  Virginia  to  order :  he  has  ojienly  offered  to  a 
member  of  this  House  a  gross  personal  insult. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  wliat  he  alluded,  and  the  nunner  in  which  the  gentle' 
man  from  Vitginia  had  insulted  any  member  ef  the 
House  I 

Mr.  CLARK  renlied,  by  his  saying  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampsnire  is  not  sober. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  if  such  a  remark  had  been 
made  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whilst  upon  the 
floor,  .and  addressing  tlie  House,  It  was  not  only  a  viola- 
tion of  order,  but  a  Iiigh  indignity  offered  to  the  House 
itself.  The  Chiur  ceruinly  heard  do  such  remark,  or  he 
rtiould  have  enforced  its  authoi%. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  Kortb  Onraliiu  nto,  ud  nld  tile 


gentleman  had  made  (he  remark,  not  for  tha  Home, 
but  only  to  the  gentlemen  sitting  near  him. 

MKCLARKt  Then  the  gentleman  admiu  the  Cact,  and 
I  call  him  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  again  repeated,  that  if  such  a  remark 
had  been  made,  it  was  a  violalina  of  order  and  bighly  in- 
decorous. If  the  Chair  had  heard  it,  he  should  bare 
promptly  interposed,  and  not  only  have  called  the  mem- 
ber to  order,  but  would  not  have  permitted  him  to  pro- 
ceed, witlwut  the  assent  of  the  House.  But  no  audi  re- 
mark had  readied  the  ear  trf"  tha  8p>akbk.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  pntnounee  the  gentleman  fWim  Ti^nia  out  of 
orier,  for  remarks  not  made  on  the  floor,  or  intended  for 
the  House. 

Mr.  CLARK  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  to  proceed  > 
— he  had  openly  accused  a  member  of  the  House  with 
intoxication— and  ha  wished  to  know  whiA  course  wm  to 
be  pursued,  towards  a  nmnber  ao  Tiohting  the  ileeorum 

of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  repli»1,  that,  if  the  gentleoun  from 
Kentucky  wi^ed  to  proceed  with  the  quesiion  of  cader, 
(for  <lis(»rderiy  words  spoken)be  mtist  reduce  the  worda«, 
said  to  tiave  been  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 
nia,  to  writing  I 

Mr.  CLARK  replied,  I  will  do  so ;  and  if  they  are  de- 
nied, I  wish  to  undersUnd  what  will  be  the  couras  of 
proceeding. 

The  CHAIR  saggested  to  the  gentlem«i  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  he  might  reduce  the  words  to  writing,  and  re- 
serve any  further  proceeding  upon  the  subject  until  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  concluded  his  ^»eccb. 

Mr.  CLAUK  dechned  dmng  so,  and  said,  be  was  in- 
duced to  act  as  ha  now  did,  beeauae,  although  lie  luKt 
stated  the  Act  to  the  Chair,  -the  Snaxn  liad  unified 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  gentleman  firom  Vu^guiia 
had  used  any  such  bnguage,  thereby  impeaching  hla  tc^ 
racity  in  the  ansertion. 

The  SPEAKER  rose  and  •addreued  the  House.  H« 
diacbumed  any  intention  to  impeach  the  vcrsnty  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  or  wound  hia  feelii^  The 
remaric  which  be  had  made  did  not  justify  such  an  inter- 
pretation. His  respect  for  the  character  of  tiuit  gentleman 
and  the  House,  fbrtiad  it.  He  had  stated  to  tlie  Houae,  as 
a  justification  of  his  own  conduct  in  not  interporii^f,  that 
lie  h*d  heard  no  such  remark  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  If  he  had,  he  ahould  insuntly  have  called  to 
order  t  and  bold  the  member  responsible.  He  regretted* 
extremely,  the  unpleasant  character  which  the  debate 
had  assumed,  and  had  uaede^*et7  effttft  in  his  fomer  to 
prevent  It ,  and  to  preserve  the  order  and  cUgnity  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  all  excitement  would  cease,  and  de- 
sired that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ought  proceed. 

Mr.  COULTER  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  bad 
been  repeatedly  intsmipted  while  speaking — he  hoped 
this  would  iHrt  l»«  suffered  to  take  place  again,  unlem  in 
a  propo:  and  paritamentaiy  manner. 

Hr.  SMYTH  said,  that  he  had  made  no  such  remark,  ao 
addressed  to  the  House,  or  in  any  part  of  his  speech — it 
was  spoken  aside,  and  in  consequence  of  the  suggestion  to 
the  same  effect,  of  several  genUemen  near  him,  He  bad 
had  no  purpose  of  violating  the  order  of  the  Houae,  and 
if  he  had  done  so,  he  prayed  the  House  to  pardon  liim.] 

Mr.  SMYTH  then  resume<I.  An  order  has  been  lud  be- 
fbre  us^  ^ven  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  the  Cot- 
lector  at  Phibdelphia,  directing  liim  to  purchase  the  da- 
tioneryneemsTy  flor  his  office  ft-om  a  cettain  able«ditaraf 
a  newspaper.  Why  was  not  the  Collector,  in  a  city  like 
Phiiadelphia,  allowed  to  purchase  the  stationery  neceasaijr 
for  his  office  from  whom  he  pleased  .*  This  order  proves 
the  desire  of  the  Administration  to  bring  the  prraa  un- 
der its  influence.  Another  able  editor  was  selected  as  a 
bearer  of  dequrtdici.  Why,  of  all  the  men  in  this  na- 
tkm,  was  an  a^tor  tif  a  Mwq>aper,  who  ought  alwaya  to 
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e  round  at  his  deik.  seleoted  u  the  bewer  ofdeapatchet 
)  BueiKW  Ayret  i  He  did  not  carry  the  despetehett  but 
e  is  allowed  to  retain  the  money.  He  lent  them,  it  is 
iid»  by  the  coptain  of  a  ship,  who  mirht  ai  well  have  re- 
rered  then  at  fint.  I  admit  that  i^hou^h  he  did  not 
take  the  voytgt  to  Buenoa  Ayre%  he  haa  the  same  right 

0  retain  the  compensation  that  Ur.  Adama  has  to  retain 
te  1«500  dollars  which  he  received  for  a  journey,  which 
e  never  perfbmied,  from  Ghent  to  St.  Petersburffh.  Itis 
Dtorious  that  the  printing  of  the  laws  has  been  taken  from 
iveral  editors  of  papers,  and  transferred  to  others.  This 
lews  tiiat  the  administration  are  unwilling  to  leave  the 
ress  free.  Let  the  People  support  such  papers  as  they 
lease.  But  let  not  the  money  of  the  people  be  given 
Y  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  •uch  eoitors  of  newspa. 
ers  as  will  oonaent  to  support  the  AdmiiUitration,  right 
r  wronsf. 

An  able  gentleman  from  PennsylTania,[Hr.3iaM4irT] 
Dnsidcrs  the  patronsge  in  the  hands  of  the  Admlnistra- 
on  as^  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit  to  them.  The 
.dminiatration  do  not  seem  to  think  so ;  they  are  willing 

1  increase  this  patronage.  The  laws  entrust  to  the  Post- 
laster  General  the  power  to  appoint  the  deputy  Poet- 
yutera.  During  a  former  Administration,  wfaen  the  of- 
ce  at  Albany  was  vacant,  the  President  refiised  to  inter- 
tre  in  making  the  appointment.  When  the  office  at 
ishville  was  vacant,  during  the  present  Administratioa, 
understand  that  the  President  made  the  selection  of  a 
epnty  t^ostmastcr,  and  nut  the  Postmaster  Genera).  Sir, 
lere  ia  manifestly  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
linntration,  to  increase  the  number  (rf*  its  appointments 
id  thus  to  extend  its  influence.  I  will  say  nothing  of 
te  Panama  mission  which  has  been  noticed  by  otiier 
entlemen.  1  speak  of  appointments  of  officers  of  the 
fav)'.  And  here  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  if  there 
■e  any  members  of  this  House  more  friendly  lo  the  Navy 
lan  I  am,  the^  are  very  few.  Many  more  appointments 
lan  tbe  service  required  have  recently  been  made  of 
lieutenants  and  Midshipmen,  and  these  appointments  are 
ill  going  on.  It  seems,  by  the  Register  furnished  us, 
mt,  when  it  was  made  out,  there  were  143  Hidaliipmen 
'ho  had  not  received  their  wammis  t  59  appointments 
ear  date  during  the  last  year  j  yet,  by  the  estimate  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  there  are  now  unemployed, 
nd  returned  as  "waiting  orders,"  13  Captains.  7  Master 
'emmandanfs,  111  LieutenMs,  13  Surgeons,  1 1  Surgeons' 
late!>,  8  Pursers,  85  Midsliipmen,  3  Carpenten^  and  1 
lailmaker  ;  and  on  furlough,  3  Lieutenanti^  3  SutjFeona* 
["tea,  and  1  Midshipman.  Those  •*  waiting  orders"  and 
uing  nothing,  are  in  the  receipt  of  their  full  pay  and 
molumcnts,  amounting  to  $165,097  50  cents  i  those  on 
irlough  receive  #1,833  75  cents— in  all,  »166,930  25 
enis,  which  sum  is  paid  to  officers  ofthe  Navy,  annually, 
'ho  are  rendering  no  services.  I  uk,  lie,  when  there 
%  85  Midshipmen,  and  111  Lieiitenanta  unemployed, 
'hat  can  be  the  object  of  making  so  many  new  appoint* 
lents,  unless  it  be  to  extend  the  influence  of  tbe  Adnrin- 
tration  by  patronage  ? 

Let  us  now  consider  some  of  the  political  opinions 
fhich  liarc  been  expresseil  by  Mr.  Adams.  In  a  letter 
'ntten  by  him  to  l>vit  Han-is,  in  181^  what  did  he> 
'hom  tlie  Government  had  fostered  and  cherished  more 
lan  guiy  other  man  in  the  United  States,  say  of  the  Go- 
enimrnl  *  He  said  at  ttiat  Uy'.ng  time,  that  the  Go- 
ernment  was  weak.  Is  this  true  '  Sir,  I  recollect  to 
avc  seen  many  years  since  in  print,  an  assertion  made 
y  a  distinguished  member  of  Congress  (Mr.  Sedgewick] 

this  effect ;  he  said  that  the  Government  has  powtr, 
y  the  Constitution,  to  take  rvciy  man  in  the  nation  by  a 
>ilitialaw,  and  make  bim  a  soldier;  and  to  take  evety 
ent  of  money  in  the  nation,  by  laws  impo^ng  taxes.- 
1iis  claim  of  power  appeared  to  me  to  be  enonnoua  t 
ut,  on  reflection,  I  frand  that  I  coukl  not  deny  that  the 


Government  did  poisesa  this  power.  Can  this  Govern* 
ment,  poasesting  bu(^' powers,  be  said  to  be  weak  t  As 
this  Government  possesses  these  powers,  and  also  rests  on 
the  afTcctiona  of  the  People,  what  other  Ooremment  is 
so  strong  }  Perhaps  Mr.  Adams  meant,  tha^  althoturli 
the  Government  posseaset  all  these  powers^  K  is  not  sum* 
eiently  stable,  because  here  II  no  twreditaiy  power.  Per- 
haps he  entertains  opinions,  expressed  by  another  distin- 

Suished  individual,  who  said  that,  "And  if  I  should  un* 
ertake  to  say  that  there  never  was  a  good  Government 
in  the  worid,  that  did  not  consist  of  the  three  simple 
specjes  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  democracy,  I 
think  I  may  make  it  ^ood."  Again  :  "  I  shall  show  that 
a  nobility  or  gentry,  in  a  popuhr  Government  not  over- 
balancing i^  it  the  very  life  aikl  soul  of  it"  And  again  ; 
"  From  this  example  as  fW>m  all  others,  it  appean^  that 
there  can  be  no  Government  of  laws  without  a  balancef 
and  that  there,  can  be  no  balance  without  three  orders, 
and  that  even  three  orders  ean  never  balance  each  other, 
unless  each  in  ila  department  is  independent  and  abso* 
hite."  Is  this  the  kind  of  strength  which  Mr.  Adams  de> 
■ires  that  the  Government  should  possess  I  When  the 
Government  already  possesses  unlimited  power  to  get 
men  and  money,  would  he  add  the  stabiUty  of  hereditary 
power  ? 

Mr.Adams  also  said  that  the  Ciovernraent  is  penariotis. 
What  reason  had  he  to  say  the  Government  was  penu' 
;  riinis  ?  I  find,  in  one  line  of  the  documents,  (hat  Mr. 
Adams  received  from  the  Govemment,ssa  ForeiK>i  Minis< 
ter,  $119,000  i  and  this  is  not  near  the  whole  of  tlie 
amount  which  he  received.  When  Mr.  Adams  consider- 
ed as  penurious  the  Government  which  mad*  such  allow* 
ances  as  are  found  here,  [exhibiting  a  volume  of  the  docu* 
ments]  what  can  the  gentlenrtan  oonuder  as  liberal  and 
jtist  i  lie  considers  these  immense  sumi  as  only  f>ruving 
that  the  Government  is  penurious.  Is  not  this  sufficient 
to  teach  the  People  tu  be  on  their  guard,  and  to  hold  him 
lo  a  atrict  aecountubitity  > 

I  will  not  add  any  thing  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Penn^lvHnia,  [Mr.  Bcohakav]  as  to  the 
receipt  and  retention  of  #4,500  for  an  outfit,  more  tlian 
was  allowed  by  law,  and  of  ;^1.500  received  for  a  journey 
never  petfbrmeil.  In  a  Court  of  Law  he  would,  by  the 
verdict  of  a  Jury,  have  been  compelled  to  refund  the 
money.  Tbe  sending  of  the  money  by  Mr.  Honrue  did 
not  |pve  Mr.  Adams  a  right  to  it,  unless  the  law  allowed  it 
to  him.  It  was  a  mistake  t  antl  the  money  should  have 
been  refunded.  When  such  were  the  habits  extortion 
of  Mr.  Adams,  when  in  an  inferior  station,  it  is  tlte  mure 
necessary,  when  he  has  come  to  the  Government,  that  he 
should  be  held  tu  a  strict  accountability.  Considering 
that  the  frewdent  was-  not  elected  by  tlie  People,neither 
a  negative  nor  even  a  good  AdmiiuiUation  siiould  recon- 
cile them  to  the  manner  in  whidi  ho  came  into  power. 

Frequent  allusions  have  been  matle,  in  this  debate,  to 
the  distinguished  man  opposed  to  Mr.  Adama.  An  ad- 
dress from  a  Convention  held  in  Richmond  has  been  in* 
troduced,  and  partly  rea:|,  on  tliis  floor,  whieh  contains 
several  sssertioiH,  whreli  t  am  pleased  tu  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  contradict,  lit  this  address,  it  is  said  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  that  lie  filled,  successively,  for  very  short 
perio<l8,  sundiy  enumerated  offices.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Saassml  drew  a  comparison 
between  (he  services,  in  civil  Government,  of  General 
Wa^ington  ami  General  Jackson,  (he  object  of  which 
seemed  to  be,  to  shew,  that  General  Washington,  before 
he  came  to  the  ('residential  Chair,  had  great  experience 
in  civil  Government,  and,  thereby,  wa*  qualified  to  di»* 
charge  the  duties  of  President ,  leaving  it  to  be  inferred, 
that  GenenJ  Jackson  liad  not  that  experiemw,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  qwdified  to  dischto^  thoaa  duties. 
Sir,  General  Washington  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House  of  BurgMsea  i  a  member  of  tbe  Congress  oi^ 
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tf75t  one  month  i  a  member  of  the  FedenI  Convention, 
four  month*.  In  these  titiULlions,  t  preiume  that  he  ne* 
Tcr  made  a  motion  or  deKTered  an  axgument-  it  ma 
not  by  experience  in  either,  or  kK  of  these  Mtuationi^ 
that  General  Washington  became  qtiaUfied  to  preside 
over  the  United  SUles.  Genera)  Jackson  hu  keen  a 
member  of  the  State  Cotrvention  of  Tennessee  ;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  t  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Senate  of  the  timted 
Stateat  Attorney  General  of  Tennessee,  and  Jiid|;e  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  six  years  ("O  very  abort  penod  0 
aftenrards  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
a  second  time.  So  tha^  aa  to  experience  in  dvil  go* 
vemment,  that  of  Genenl  Jackson  is  as  ten  to  one 
greater  than  that  of  Genenl  Washington,  before  he  be- 
came President  of  the  U.  States.  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir, 
to  attempt  to  elevate  Gen.  Jackson  above  Gen.  Washing- 
ton t  but,  it  was  not  experience  in  dvil  government  tlmt 
i|uaUfted  him  to  preude  over  the  Unitea  States.  It  was 
in  commanding,  during  seven  years,  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  tbat  he  acquired  experience,  and  showed 
his  fitness  to  govern. 

It  has  been  said  tliat  General  Jaclcson  abandoned  the 
civil  rituation  in  which  he  liad  been  placed ;  that  lie 
quitted  Congress  in  1798.  General  Jackson  was  in  the 
Senate,  in  a  small  minority,  where  his  efforts  were  use- 
less. At  the  same  time,  by  the  aame  cause,  Jamea 
Madison  waa  driven  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  went  into  the  State  Legislature.  Charies  J.  Pox  re- 
tired from  parliament,  when  he  found  his  efforts  hopeless. 

The  document  I  have  mentioned,  (Address  of  the 
Adams  Convention  at  Kichmond)  charts  General  Jack- 
son with  "the  arrest,  trial,  and  execution,  of  six  militia- 
mcDf  who  were  guilty  of  no  other  offence  than  the  aa^er- 
tion,  their  lawful  right  to  return  home,  after  their  le- 
gal term  of  service  hat!  expired."  This  clause  contains 
faliehooda.  It  is  not  true  that  General  Jackson  arrest- 
ed these  militiamen  (  nor  is  it  true,  that  their  only  <rf'- 
fenre  was  desiring  to  gn  home,  aller  thetr  term  of  aer^ 
rice  bad  expired.  Their  term  of  service  had  not  ex- 
pired. In  a  letter  from  Governor  lllounl,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  written  in  the  Autumn  of  1814,  is  this 
clause:  "  Tilts  is  mentioned, with  a  view  of  givii^toyou 
all  the  information  possessed  here,  of  troops  in  service 
from  thb  State,  (as  you  have  lately  come  into  the  War 
D^artment,}  and,  in  addition  to  the  above  mentioned, 
there  is  m  service  from  this  State,  1,000  men,  at  tlie 
posts  in  the  Creek  country.  They  were  called  out  for 
wx  months,  and  have  nearly  three  months  yet  to  serve. 
But,  independent  or  these,  there  is  now  3,500  militia  of 
this  State  in  acrnce,  tinder  a  rec|uisition  fhmi  the  War 
Department  of  the  4th  July.**  The  Ax  men  did  net 
belong  to  this  last  body,  for  tliey  were  mustered  Into  ser< 
vice  in  June,  for  six  months. 

[Mr.  BURGES  here  inquired  from  what  document  the 
gentleman  had  read  ? 

Mr.  SMYTH  said,  that  (he  paper  fmm  which  he  had 
been  reading,  was  copied  from  one  of  the  documents 
before  the  military  committee,  which  had  been  transmit- 
ted from  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whctlier  it 
was  m  order  for  a  member  to  read  in  (he  House,  from  do* 
cuments  which  were  before  a  committee,  and  on  which 
lliat  committee  were  lo  repoi-t  to  the  House  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SMYTH  said  lie  t.too4l  corrected  1 

Sir,  it  is  not  because  that  Gen.  Jackson  is  a  military  man, 
that  he  is  objectionable  in  the  eyes  of  some  men.  He 
was  taken  up  by  the  People,  and  it  is  on  the  People  he 
rests,  and  not  on  the  aristocracy  of  the  country.  He  is 
the  ilcmocratic  candidate.  I  speak  not  M'ith  reference  to 
former  parties.  I  mean  that  he  Is  the  candidate  of  the 
People. 


I  will  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  expenditiireB 
and  retrenchment.  John  A.  King  received  4,500  di^lars 
besides  his  salary,  for  staying  8  or  9  weeks  in  lus  lodpnga 
at  Loiidon  i  and  this  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Goirem- 
ment,  which  is  to  allow  an  outfit  to  those  who  are  com- 
missioned'as  Charg^  des  Affairest  but,  Mr.  King,  asim- 
deratand,  and  as  has  been  stated  in  another  body,  never 
was  commisstoneil  Charg^  des  Affureaby  the  President. 
As  to  the  bil&ard  table,  purchased  as  a  part  of  the  furni- 
ture of  the  President's  house,  if  precedent  shall  be  eonu* 
dered  a  Justification,  I  Uiink  the  President  may  be  justifi- 
ed. A  former  present  bad  among  the  furniture  of  lua 
house,  a  carriage  and  bMses  t  then,  why  should  not  the 
present  Prestilent  be  allowed,  as  a  part  of  his  household 
furniture,  chessmen  and  a  billianl  table  ? 

As  to  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  psy  ot  members  of 
Congress)  if  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  compensation 
of  members  of  Confess,  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
other  offieets  of  the  Government,  to  the  rate  of  eompenw 
tion  first  s^n  to  each,  I  have  no  objection  to  the_  mea- 
Bitre.  If  It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Con^ss,  without  a  reduction,  as  suggMted, 
of  the  salaries  of  Heads  of  Departments  and  the  liigher 
classes  of  officers,  I  protest  against  it.  It  is  dangerotisto 
degrade,  in  their  compensation  the  immediate  Repreeen* 
tatives  of  the  People.  The  compensation  a  member  of 
Congress  for  a  session  of  four  months,win  be  1,000  dollars^ 
bevdes  hia  travelling  clui|fes  fthat  about  the  amount 
of  salary  alloweil  to  clerks  of  the  lowest  grades  in  the 
public  offices.  Honey  has  influence  t  and,  if  members  of 
Congress  are  paid  too  low  a  compensation,  such  trifling 
offices  In  the  gift  of  tlie  Executive,  will  be  aought  after  bjr 
memlwrs  of  this  House,  and  the  influence  of  the  Presi- 
dent vUl  thus  be  increased  to  the  danger  of  tiie  indepen- 
dence of  this  body.  Even  at  the  present  rate  of  oompon- 
sation,  members  of  Congress  have  been  found  to  accept 
the  offices  of  Collector,  Receiver,  Register,  Deputy  Post- 
master, Indian  Agent,  Stc. 

The  best  rule  for  reform  will  be,  not  to  surve  any  use- 
ful service.  Where  the  office  is  not  necessary,  put_  it 
down,and  let  tlie  officers  retained  work.  As  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  I  would  not  touch  (he  institution  i  but,  I 
would  provide  that  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  should  pwr 
tuition  fee^  and  their  own  expenses.  1'he  sons  of  ofn- 
cers  who  difd  in  service,  and  poor,  miglit  be  educated  at 
the  public  expense  by  resolution  of  Congress  \  not  re* 
gsrding  it  as  a  charity  but  as  a  distinction.  It  certain- 
ly never  was  considered  as  a  reflection  on  the  sons  of 
General  Mercer,  that  the  Assembly  of  Vii«inia  order- 
ed that  they  should  be  educated  at  the  pubue  expeiue. 
Such  a  resolution  would  be  an  honour^  equal  to  eonfoirii^ 
a  medal  or  a  sword.  I  would  net  allow  the  Secretarj  « 
War  to  select  for  education  at  this  Institution,  the  son*  of 
wealthy  and  influentiid  men,  "ami  thus  extend  Executive 
patronage. 

Our  foreign  missions  I  deem  unnecessarily  extended. 
Why  have  we  a  Minister  of  the  highest  grade  in  Spain, 
a  subject  kingdom,  occupied  by  the  trOops  of  a  fore^ 
power }  What  treaty  do  we  desire  to  obtain  ?  Why 
do  we  continue  a  Minister  at  Mexico  i  Why  not  fenvc 
our  aflTairs  there  to  the  care  of  a  Charg<  >  In  many  cmin- 
f  ries,  we  have  no  Minister  of  any  grade,  and  yet  our  com- 
merce goes  on  well  without  ttiem.  I  deem  it  expedient  for 
this  House  to  limit  the  extent  of  our  diplomatic  inter- 
course, and  not  trust  altt^ether  to  Executive  discretion« 
particularly  as  the  President  lias  pronounced  the  Govern- 
ment penurious.  Sir,  the  less  we  have  of  tiiis  diplomatic 
ir.tercoutse  witli  foreign  courts,  the  better.  It  is  an  hi- 
tercuurse  which  does  not  tend  to  confirm  good  principles. 
It  introduces  ami  cherishes  duplicity,  fraud,  craft,  and 
dissimulution.  I  hare  been  told,  by  one  well  skilled  in 
the  diplomacy  of  European  Courts,  that  dishonorable 
practices,  such  as  opening  of  letters,  are  common.  The  fo- 
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r^gn  Himsten  MTMng  and  the  HexlsorOeptrtnienti, 
hj  their  iplendid  enlcrtunmenta,  diffVueataste  for  pomp 
•nd  ahow,  and  thence  extraraniice  spread*  throu^out 
the  land. 

Sir,  there  are  other  Mbjccli^  on  which  I  intended  to 
have  addreased  the  Houae,  but  it  il  late,  and  I  wi!l  dose 
mj  remarfca. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  ftoor,  and  was 
about  to  addrew  the  Chair,  when 

Mr.  McHATPON  buu1«  a  point  of  ordtf— the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  made  at  least  two  speeches  on  this 
queatiufi  ahvady — he  certainly  ought  not  to  claim  the  floor 
cxeluairely  to  himself. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  in  cirder,  as  he  had  not  yet  spoken  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  wm  about  to  proceed,  when 

Mr.  GARTER  moved  an  adjournment 

Mbv  STOWER  demanded  the  Teaa  and  Nays,  on  the 

aaestion  of  adjournment  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
fouse. 

Mr.  CARTER  having  witlidrswn  his  motion  for  adjourn, 
ment,  it  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of 
New  Torfc,  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  again  demanded 
oa  it  by  Mr.  INGHAM.  They  were  tMken  Kccordmgrly  t 
ftnd  the  motion  to  adjotim  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Teaa  52,  Nays  106. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  was  gtad  the  House 
had  refused  to  adjourn  He  had  yielded  the  floor  for  the 
ibotion,  on  the  request  of  gentlemen  near  him,  not  be- 
cauae  he  wished  to  avoid  proceeding  with  his  remarks 
now,  but  because  he  was  aware  members  must  be  Bt- 
tigued  at  this  late  hour,  and  of  his  inability  by  any  effVirt 
he  could  make  to  eompeniate  for  the  delay  i  it  was  not, 
howerer,  his  wish  the  Rouse  riiould  atfjoum.  He  would 
proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fiillen 
from  aeveral  gentlemen,  who  had  preceded  him  t  but,  in 
doing^  fo,  he  could  not  follow  the  example  of  others,  and 
promise  to  be  brief.  He  had,  he  said,  many  things  to  say, 
perhaps  not  high  matters,  but  many  things  ;  and  he  did 
not  intend  to  take  his  seat,  until  henad  noticed  the  pirints 
On  his  memorandum,  though  to  do  so  might  oeeasion  a 
ecmridersble  consumption  of  time.  He  would  endeavor, 
to  the  extent  of  bis  powers,  to  do  justice  to  the  subjects 
he  noticed,  and  to  the  parties  wh<Me  characters  were  in* 
Tolved  in  the  controversy  that  hsd  been  carried  on  during 
ttis  debate.  He  used  the  word  controversy,  as  more  ap. 
propriate  to  describe  this  discussion,  than  would  be  the 
subject  under  connderation*  or  the  resolutions.  He 
hoped,  while  he  proceeded,  to  observta  due  respect  for 
the  House,  and  not  lose  nght  of  the  controversy.  He 
did  not,  certainly,  intend  to  run  into  an  examination  of  the 
public  and  private  characters  and  opinions  of  the  two 
candidates  before  the  People  for  the  Pre«denc^,  to  the 
extent  the  example  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would 
warrant  i  but,  as  the  example  had  been  set,  he  should  ad* 
vert  to  tliose  topics,  and  reply  to  the  attack  on  tlie  merits 
ud  aervieei  uf  Mr.  Adanu,  and  notice  briefly,  by  way  of 
nir  o^aet,  some  of  the  merits  and  services  of  Gen.  Jack- 
Wn,  in  which  he  might  recall  to  the  querulous  minds  of 
gentlemen,  some  things  which  have  been  forgotten.  Re 
should  speak  plun,  but  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  say  any 
tning^  personally  ofTenwve  to  any  one.  He  knew  ot  no 
individual,  or  the  friends  of  tbe  Administration,  who  had 
impugned  the  character  of  Otn.  Jackson  i  but  if  gen* 
tlenten  on  the  other  side  elioae  to  commence  a  tiuing 
match  against  the  reputation  of  the  Prerident,  the  Heads 
of  Departments,  and  tbe  fncnds  and  supporters  of  the  Ad- 
ministnuion,  on  the  question  now  htfort  the  House,  he 
hoped  to  be  excused,  if,  tn  endeavoring  to  repel  attacks 
that  he  considered  unfounded  and  unjumflable,  which  had 
been  urged  as  objections  to  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Adams, 
he  should  allude  to  some  traits  in  the  chanctcr  of  Ihs  oo- 
Ijr  opponent,  which,  if  they  fUled  to  disqualify  that  indi* 
Vol.  IV— 90 


vidual  to  tadce  hia  place,  certainly  deprived  him  of  chum 
to  exchinve  coninderalion  before  the  American  People. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  8«f  tb]  who  had  just 
Uken  his  seat,  he  said,  had  undertaken  to  enquire  into 
the  opinions  and  services  of  Mr.  Adams,  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  show  him  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  Peo- 
ple }  lie,  Mr.  W.  thought  the  contrsst  of  some  of  these 
with  the  opinions  and  services  of  General  Jackson  would 
not  result  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  General. 

Mr.  Speaker,  aud  Mr.  W.,  the  gentleman  from  Vir. 
ginia  has  adverted  to  the  writings  w  a  patriot  of  the  Re- 
volution, now  no  more,  to  prove  the  monarchical  tenden- 
cy of  the  present  Administration  !  How  do  the  writings 
of  other  men,  in  former  times,  fix  the  charge  upon  the 
President  and  his  cabinet,  of  entertaining  aristocraticrJ 
sentiments,  or  feelings  favorable  to  monarchy  ?  He  has 
adverted,  alao^  to  the  writings  of  PubKeoK  and  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Lent  Harris,  Which  has  been  so 
frequently  introduced  and  commented  upon  by  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him.  Sir,  would  the  gentleman 
harrow  up  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  to  injure  the  character 
of  the  present  Administration  1  Will  he  invade  the  re- 
pose of^  the  gnre,  and  involve  the  disturbed  manes  of  Re- 
volutionary worthies  and  patriot^  to  lUd  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  tlie  present  Administration  1  The  Utter  to  Hsrri^ 
from  the  manner  of  its  introduction,  and  the  emphatic 
tone  in  which  the  extract  from  it  was  read,  seemed  to  be 
relied  on,  as  conclusively  showing  the  aristoeralical  and 
even  munarchical  opinions  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  his  utter 
contempt  of  Republican  government,  t  lutve  known  the 
gentleman  from  Vii^inia  for  several  years,  and  have  atten- 
tively observed  his  Congressional  course  i  but  have  never 
witnessed  in  him  any  thing  so  unfhir  as  his  quotation  from 
that  letter,  and  the  use  made  of  it.  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  the  gentleman  intended  it.  Sir,  the  quotation 
made,  the  text  from  which  tlie  gentleman  deduces  bis 
conclusions,  has  been  unwarrantably  torn  firom  its  con- 
text, ta  fit  it  to  party  purposes ;  the  meaning  of  the 
writer  is  wholly  perverted  !  If  the  gentleman  had  read 
the  remiunder  of  the  paragTaph  fhim  whidi  he  qnotec^ 
he  would  have  found  infused  mto  the  whole  a  patriotism 
as  warm,  fervent,  pure,  as  ever  filled  a  patriot  bosom  1— 
He  would  liaye  found,  moreover,  an  undoubUng  convlc- 
tion  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  as  firm  a  reliance 
upon  the  continued  regard  of  that  superintending  Provi- 
dence, which  had  hitherto  protected  our  country  amidst 
trials  and  difllculties  of  much  greater  magnitude,  and 
guided  its  destinies  through  war  and  peace,  to  unexam- 
pled prosperity  as  ever  man  Mt !  Re  might  have  found 
the  wmion  hazarded,  that,  notwithstanding  the  appal- 
ling dangers  which  threatened  our  country,  the  vmue 
and  valor  of  tbe  American  People  would  overcome  them 
all— and,  thank  God,  what  he  predicted,  has  since  been 
verified  !  The  virtue  and  valor  of  this  People  has  over- 
come all  those  dangers.  I  do  not  say,  nr,  that  tbe  gen- 
tleman fVom  Vitpraa  intended  to  mangle  this  letter  t  but 
I  may  say,  it  has  been  torn  and  mangled  to  answer  party 
purposes,  and  garbled  and  fitlsc  extracts  spi«ad  ttirough* 
out  the  whole  country  as  true.  This  may  be  aU  right 
among  overheated  partisans — I  complain  not  of  it  i  but  I 
be  permitted  to  ssy,  that  the  cause  which  requires 
•uch  efforts  to  sustain  it— the  cauae  which  cannot  be  sus- 
tained by  the  employment  of  other  and  fcirer  means, 
oii^t  not  to  be  sustained  at  all.  The  People  of  the 
United  States  are  too  vhiuotm  and  faitdligent  to  support 
a  cause  resting  on  a  fbundation  like  this.  I  do  not  mis- 
uke  the  People,  mr  :  let  them  be  infbrmed  of  this  iin&ir 
course,  and  they  will  neither  approve  nor  support  the 
psrty  that  resorts  to  it  The  gentleman  from  Virgiiua 
has  adverted  to  th«  writings  of  one,  now  no  more,  upon 
the  checks  and  balances  of  Government,  to  prove— what* 
That  the  present  Administrstion  are  obnoxious  to  the 
«h*rge  of  being  derirous  of  Introda^g  into  oar  Govcrik- 
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iratoeratical — nay,  monarctitcal  prindplei,  destnicttre  of 
the  repitblic  ! 

[Mr.  SMYTH  explained.  He  had  aaid,  that  one  party 
— tb«  Jackaun  narty — reated  on  the  People,  not  on  the 
aristocracy  of  the  country,  for  support.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.   Well,  air,  if  thcK  are  but 
tV0  partiei,  and  one  retta  on  the  People,  not  on  the  aris- 
tocracjr,  the  other  must  rest  on  the  aristocracy:  fh>m  this 
there  »  no  escape.    But,  why  did  the  ifentlcman  quote 
writinga  and  doctrines  nf  another  person,  to  prove  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  Cabinet  aristocratic  and 
monarchical  ?  b  not  the  chaige  I  suppose  fiiirly  inferri- 
ble from  the  gentleman*!  reoiarks  t  Why  else  ulk  wgfiii* 
ficantly  abotd  tlie  three  ordera  of  kinm  nobles  sihI  com- 
mons? Without  the  meaning  I  attribute  to  the  language, 
it  has  no  pertinence  to  the  controversy.    Will  tru^  wat> 
rant  the  gentleman  in  'asaerting— is  he  liimself  satiiified, 
that  the  catise  of  General  Jackson  alone  rests  on  the 
People  ?    Does  not  the  Administration  rest  also  on  tlie 
People,  and  receive  a  full  proportion  of  their  confidence 
and  support  ?  Let  gentlemen  reflect  on  this  matter,  and 
inquire  in  what  portions  of  this  country  aristocratical  ten- 
dencies and  institutions  are  found,  and  in  what  portions 
General  Jackson's  main  strength  lies.    We  da  not  fear 
the  sciu'ii  y.    I  veuld  not  do  Gerersl  Jsrksrninjustice  t 
but  I  will  repet  this  undeserved  attack  on  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  friendx.    There  is  no  evidence  on  which 
to  rest  it.    Sir,  who  are  the  individuals  composing  the 
Administration  thus  charged  with  enforcing  aristocratical 
principles — nav,  principles  tending  to  the  establishment 
of  a  monarchy  r  Haa  the  head  of  the  Administration  ever 
uttered  or  written  a  syllable  warranting  such  a  charge  i 
Has  any  one  of  the  heads  of  Departments  done  eitlier  ' 
If  so  where  can  i:  be  found  ?  Aristocratic  and  monarchi- 
cal indeed  !   Will  gentlemen  look  at  the  President ;  re- 
flect upon  the  primitive  simplicity  of  his  manners,  bis  un- 
exampled plainnessf  his  hidiituai  and  untiring  personal 
attention  to  the  burinesa  duties  of  his  sution,  and  then 
talk  of  his  aristocracy  and  kingly  pomp  >   Sir,  where  is 
there  a  gentleman  around  me,  equally  plain,  equally  re- 
publican in  his  habits  and  manners,  equally  devoted  to 
his  duties  i    He  has  nothing  aristocratic  about  him.  He 
is  the  least  of  a  courtier  I  have  seen  in  public  lift.  Sir, 
is  the  plain,  unottentatious  individual  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  of  State,  en  aristocrat  or  monarchist  ?  Do 
bis  long  continued  services  in  the  democratic  party  of 
this  country,  in  various  stationst  services,  beneficial  as 
as  well  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country  as  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  free  government,  give  authority  to 
denounce  htm  fM  an  aristocrat  ormmoturchist  t  The 
charge  is  at  war  whh  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  and  a 
censure  upon  (he  vast  number  of  republican  people  who 
have  f^ven  him  their  confidence.    How  is  it,  sir,  as  to 
the  high-minded  honorable  Vii^inian,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  War  }   I*  he  an  aristocrat  and  a 
monarchist?  Where  have  these  pvindples  bt  en  made  ma- 
nifest in  his  political  or  private  conduct  }   He  was  reared 
in  (he  democraiic  school  of  the  Ancient  Dominion.  Does 
the  geutlenwn  from  Virginia  denounce  that  school  as 
aristocratic  or  monarchical '    He  had  the  con6dence  ot 
that  republican  commonwealth,  and  of  Jefferson  and  Ma- 
dison.   Is  that  evidence  of  his  aristocratic  or  monarchical 
principles  ^  He  received  the  liigliest  honors  of  his  State, 
was  made  ita  Governor,  and  sent  here  to  the  Senate,  by 
the-  republican  party.    Is  the  evidence  of  his  aristocratic 
or  monarchical  principles  found  here  ?   Sir,  I  should  be 
loth  to  advance  such  a  charge  against  a  faithful  and  long- 
tried  public  servant,  and  1  am,  mdeed,  surprised  that  it  is 
advanced  by  a  citizen  of  Vilginia.    How  is  this  charge 
sustained  against  the  individual  who  presidt^s,  certainly 
without  discredit  to  himself  or  the  countiy,  over  the  aF- 
Mrs  of  the  Navy  Department  ?  Is  he,  tun,  a  monarchist, 
u  krittoent  *  I  call  uptm  gentlemen  not  to  forbear  the 


use  of  tlieir  senses,  but  to  reflrct  bef(»«  they  promvlgafae 
to  the  American  People  and  the  «orld,  that  this  ofneer 
holds  such  obnoxious  doctrines.   How  as  to  the  other 
citizen  of  Virginia — the  virtuous,  classical,  and  eloquent 
Attorney  General — u  he,  too,  an  aristocrat  i  Are  bis  prin- 
ciples monarchical  t   Examining  the  history  of  his  UGr^ 
private  and  public,  t  am  tuiable  to  find  auch  principlea  nr 
practices,  as  those  imputed  t  but,  on  the  coitrary,  cor- 
rect republican  principles,  and  a  bitbful  discharge  of  bis 
official  duties.    Where  csn  the  gentleman  from  VirginU 
find  evidence  that  this  member  of  the  cabinet  is  a  mon- 
archist or  an  arixtocrat  ?   Sir,  I  am  unable  to  fiml  a  tittle 
of  proof  of  these  dangerous  prindples  in  either  of  the 
officers  alluded  to,  and  I  have  noticed  all  the  members  uf 
the  cabinet,  except  one — the  head  of  tlie  Tceastiiy  De- 
partment.   Whire  will  the  gentleman  point  to  cvidcm^e 
of  any  thought,  or  word,  or  deed,  of  his,  monarchical  or 
aristocratic  r    If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  aeeks  to 
know  the  origin  of  this  indindual,  and  he  will  direct  bis 
eve  to  that  print,  (.pointing  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde* 
pendence,)  he  will  find  the  name  of  his  flither  affix- 
ed to  the  instrument  which  declared  this  nation  free  and 
independent.   He  will  find  there,  slso,  the  name  of  bis 
maternal  grandfather.    Will  he  not  be  satisfied  from  thia, 
that  the  blood  is  purely  republican  ?  Need  I  go  brtlker  f 
Has  the  son  ileviated  from  the  fooUteps,  and  disregarded 
the  instructions  of  the  parent  ?    Will  the  gentleman  di- 
rect tny  attention  to  any  act  uf  his  life,  public  or  private, 
that  evidenees  h's  monarchical  or  aristocratic  predilec- 
tions *   Will  he  give  us  some  facts  upon  which  to  rest  * 
He  will  not  only  find  this  individual  without  a  drop  of 
monarchical  or  aristocratical  blood  in  his  veins,  but  he 
will  be  unable,  after  the  severest  scrutiny  into  his  life,  to 
find  one  act  tending  to  the  establishment  uf  monarchy  or 
aristocracy.    Sir,  the  lives  and  public  services  of  these 
republican  patriots,  have  added  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
county' t  and  have  shed  a  lustre  upon  its  history  and  the 
principles  of  our  Government,  entitling  them  to  the  con- 
fidence  and  respect,  and  even  the  gratitude,  of  the  Peo- 
ple f  and  the  charge  of  their  entertaining  aristocratic  or 
monarchical  principles  has  no  foundation  in  truth  t  it  is 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  whole  tenor  of  their  lives.  Sir« 
the  services  of  these  distinguished  sons  of  the  re[Hililie 
will  be  remembeivd,  and  their  characters  and  virtuca 
will  be  cherished  with  lively  interest  by  the  American 
People,  long  afler  this  controveray  is  foi^tten,  affording 
proof 'rf'  merit,  to  posterity,  that  will  outweigh  the  writ- 
ings of  ten  thousand  Piiblicolas— they  rest,  with  confi- 
dence, upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the 
Constitution.    1  will  say,  moreoTer»  (even  if  I  give  occa- 
sion  to  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  near  me,  to  write 
another  vituperative  letter  to  a  New  York  editor,)  that,  if 
this  Administration  is  to  be  pulled  down,  it  must  be  bj 
the  influence  of  some  other  charges  than  those  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Virwnia.    1  will  not  iit- 
qiiire  into  their  pertinence  to  the  subject.   The  resolu- 
tion is  for  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  retrenching  e» 
tnvagant  and  profligate  expenditures.   The  individaa] 
opinions  of  those  who  administer  the  Government,  upon 
the  abstract  question  of  the  best  structure  of  Govern* 
ment,  has  doiiblless  a  direct  bearing  on  the  question. 

The  gentleman  from  Virgii)ia  has  revertt-d  to  a  docu- 
ment used  by  others  in  this  discussion,  and  accuses  the 
President  of  having  received  $  1,500,  for  a  juomry  never 
performetl,  and  charges,  tluit  he  wrongfully  obtained  and 
retains  this  money.  He  asserts,  that,  if  suit  were  brought 
for  it,  any  jury  wotild  be  compelled  to  give  a  verdict  for 
the  amount,  and  that  the  Uw  would  enforce  a  recovety 
back,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  paid  by  mistake.  This 
:  matter'has  been  fully  explained  by  gentlemen  who  have 
i  preceded  me,  and  every  objectionable  feature  in  the 
transaction  removed,  yet,  it  is  again  repeated.  1  wiU  not 
I  vcaiy  your  patience  with  repcatii^  the  csplaBaUoot  scIf 
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(cr  the  HouBc  nor  (he  country  hu  forgolten  it.  Str»  the 
sntleman  is  an  eminent  Uwyer.  I  Ktn  «  Uwyer,  too,  but 
i(h  no  gre%t  pretensions  to  eminence ;  yet  I  will  ven- 
ire the  opinisnf  that  the  legal  principle  it  not  in  accord- 
ice  with  the  gentleman'i  aueition.  My  recollection  of 
le  legal  principle,  in  lodt  cases^  ia  this :  that,  where 
oney  has  been  delibentely  pud,  or  paid  upon  the  deci- 
mof  a  tribunal  authorized  by  law  to  decide  the  ques- 
on,  the  payment  ii  binding  upon  the  parties  and  all  the 
orid,  a«d  conclusive  of  Ute  rights  in  controversy,  Ifl 
a  correct,  an  appeal  to  a  court  of  law.  in  the  ease  in- 
anced  by  the  gentleman,  would  result  in  a  verdict  in 
vor  of  Mr.  Aduna.  "niis  wta  cettainly  no  ease  itf  mo* 
sy  paid  by  miatake — it  was  deVberately  paid,  and  sanc- 
oned  by  former  Administrations,  upon  full  considenf 
on,  and  according  to  the  usage  ot  the  Government. 
Ir.  Adams  invited  a  suit  against  him,  and  would  have 
aived  hia  right  to  obtain  a  judicial  deciuon  on  the  pria- 
ipl^  bat  the  eonathated  aottuxities  were  satiifled  with- 
lit. 

The  gmtlemafl  has  read  from  a  document,  which  be 
lya  has  been  introduced  here  and  read.  1  am  not  cer- 
inly  advised  what  paper  he  read  from,  but  I  under- 
and  it  to  be  an  address  from  a  convention  of  citizens  in 
ir^nia,  opposed  to  the  election  of  Gen.  Jackson.  The 
Ktraet  read  by  the  gentleman,  contains  observations  on 
le  subject  or  the  hx  nulitiamen,  executed  at  Mobile, 
f  order  of  the  Commanding  General  t  and  I  understand 
le  gentleman  as  saying,  that,  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
le  paper  eontmns  an  absolute  falsehood  !  Sir,  this  is  a 
lunt,  tfnot  a  held  charge.  I  ack,  what  member  has  in- 
oduced  and  read  that  paper  here  ?  .  Has  it  been  printed 
Y  order  of  the  House  *  What  remarks  have  been  made 
pon  ita  contents,  calling  forth  the  species  of  attack  the 
entleman  has  made  upon  it  ?  I  have  heard  no  comment 
pon  that  paper,  except  from  one  person,  on  the  same 
de  with  the  gentleman  from  Viritinia,  who  named  its 
jthor,  and  spoke  of  its  circulation  by  members  of  Con- 
ress.  This  document,  sir,  originated  in  the  Common- 
reaith  of  Virginia « it  has  been  published  by  a  numerous 
onvention  of  lier  sons  t  its  author,  though,  personally, 
nknown  to  me,  is  reputed  to  susuin  the  character  of  a 
vntleman,  of  strict  honour,  of  high  and  commanding  ta- 
snts  and  acquirements,  and  of  unqueatimiiUble  integrity. 
I'be  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  uttering  an  absolute  falae- 
ood  t  Have  the  members  of  that  convention  uttered 
bsolutefidbehoods^  The  gentleman  who  makes  the  accu- 
ation,  reprcKnts  a  part  of  the  same  Commonwealth,  of 
'lueh  tiie  author  and  pubGahcra  of  tb«  doeumeot,  are  d< 
izens.  Ztcannotbeeqieetedormeto  defend  agi^iat  this 
hargc,  or  do  more  than  leave  the  parties  concerned,  to 
ettle  the  matter  amongst  themselves.  The  gentleman 
oade  allusion  to  the  documents  now  before  tlie  HiliCa- 
y  Committee,  heretofore  cwdered  to  be  printed  by  this 
louse,  but,  as  he  was  pronounced  out  of  order  in  tlial 
Uusion,  I  mil  not  reply  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  undertaken  to  show 
hat  the  ebums  of  General  Jackson  to  the  presidency  were 
uperior  to  those  of  General  Washington  ten  times  told  ! ' 
iir,  I  hope  never  to  feel  myself  under  the  necessity,  in 
he  H^l.of  nepreaentatirea  itf  the  American  People,  of 
lefendtng  the  chameterof  him  who  was,  truly  and  empha- 
ically,  «*  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  tad,  first  in  the  hearU 
>f  hia  countrymen.  "  Is  it,  indeed,  true,  that  General 
aokson's  qualifications  for  the  Presidency -are  Buperiw  to 
liose  of  Washington,  ten  ttmea  told  I  Isan  American  c> 
izen  found,  to  prochum  to  the  world  that  they  are  even 
qrial  ? 

LMr.  SUYTU  denred  to  explain.  He  did  not  say  so  ; 
'Ut  had  only  said  the  civil  experience  of  General  Jack- 
on  was  longer  and  greater  than  that  of  General  Wash' 
nrton.1 

Mr.  WBIGHT.  I  am  ha^y  to  reeeWo  the  explanation 


of  the  genUeman,  and  to  have  his  aUteroent  In  a  leas  m- 
eeptionable  ahape  than  I  before  understood  It   But,  sir, 
is  It  true  that  the  civil  qualifications  of  General  Jackson, 
resulting  from  experience  or  otherwise,  are  superior  to 
those  of  Washington,  ten  times  told,  or  at  an  f   It  is  not 
the  first  time  that  aUempts  have  been  made,  1  will  not  mj 
to  disparage  the  well-earned  fame  of  Washington,  but  to 
elevate  the  cliaracter  of  General  Jackaon,  by  boldly  pot- 
ting forth  a  comparison  <rf  his  merits  with  those  of  Wash- 
ington.  It  has  heeii  done  here  and  elsewhere.  General 
J  ackson  is  set  forth  as  the  second  Washington,  equal,  and, 
as  now  Bud,  superior  to  the  first.   All  admit  the  public 
and  private  course  of  Washington  was  audi  as  to  excite 
the  admiration  of  the  worid,  ami  to  be  worthy  of  imiUtion. 
The  friends  of  General  Jackson  now  endeavour  to  secure 
his  elevation  by  comparing  him  with  WashingtM,  and  to 
inculcate  tlie  belief  ihat  the  Administmlion  <rf  that  great 
and  good  man  will  be  Oie  guide  of  that  of  Gen.  Jackson 
-4be  example  tliat  he  will  follow  and  imitate.   Sir,  let 
me  inquire,  for  a  moment,  whether  the  recorded  opmioi^ 
and  conduct  of  General  Jackson  are  not  dtfectly  adverse 
to  the  claims  of  hia  friends  in  that  behalf,  and  are  not  e.n- 
tirely  destructive  of  all  hope  of  his  following  Uie  fwuteps 
of  Washington  :  nay,  furUier,  If  thev  do  not  furmsh  irre- 
futable evidence  that  he  condemns  the  policy  of  Waahmg- 
ton,  condemns  bis  Admtn'islratioo— n^^ardmg  both  aa  fiv 
nUhing  nothing  to  be  approved,  noth'mg  worthy  df  being 
followed  ?  Sir,  1  hope  I  shall  he  deemed  in  order  wbde  I 
advert  to  the  Journal  of  this  House,  of  the  X4th  <rf  De- 
cember, 1796,  which  I  hold  in  mv  hand.   I  find  the 
House  of  RepreseuU^ves,  on  that  day  bunged  In  const- 
deringan  Address  to  General  Washington,  then^v^dent, 
approring,  on  the  part  of  the  natioBr-pf  Va^kKgmge  of 
whose  hWa  the  Representative^  M putieular, 
thought  themselvea  the  faithful  ottMpretera— the  course 
of  hia  wise,  firm,  and  patriotic  Administration  (  ezpr^ 
ing  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  hia  countymen  for 
tiie  resplendent  virtues  and  talents  which  liad  essentiaUy 
contributed  to  our  success  in  the  Bevolutionary  strung, 
and  in  the  establishment,  on  a  firm  basii^  of  our  Ree  Con- 
stitution, afiording  examplea  rare  and  instructive  to  nun- 
kind  ( their  regret  that  be  was  about  to  retire  ;  theu-  wish 
that  he  might  long  enjoy  that  liberty  which  was  so  dear  to 
him,  and  to  which  hw  name  will  ever  be  dear,  and  that  bis 
own  virtues  and  the  nation's  prayers,  migln  obuin  the 
happiest  sunshine  for  the  decline  of  his  days,  and  the 
clioicest  ot  future  blesungs;  Uiat,  for  the  country's  sake,  W- 
the  aake  of  Republican  Liberty,  his  example  migbt  be  th» 
guide  of  his  successors,  and  thus,  afler  being  the  ornament 
and  safeguard  of  die  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  their 
descendants.  I  will  not  detain  you,  sir,  to  read  these  pro- 
ceedings at  length.  Gentiemen  can  find  them  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Second  Sesuon  of  the  Fourth  Congress  p.  St. 
I  will  only  read  tlie  namea  of  those  members  who  Toted 
against  a^pting  this  Address,  and  I  request  the  raitieo- 
Isr  attention  of  uie  House  and  the  nation  to  some  ctf  them 
[Mr.  W.  Uien  read  as  fbllowa  i  "Those  who  voted  in  the 
negative,  are,  Thomas  Blount,  Isaac  Coles,  William  B. 
GiLss.  Christopher  Greenup,  James  Holland,  ANDREW 
JACKSON,  Eow^an  Livihsstoit,  Mattiiew  Locke,  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  Samuel  McCUy,  Natlianiel  Blucon,  and 
Abraham  Venable."]   The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
suppose,  finds  here  evidence  of  tiie  civil  qu^fications  of 
General  Jac^n.   Is  tills  an  itom  of  his  evidence  of  the 
superiority  of  General  Jackson's  qualificatiofis  for  the 
Pre^ency  over  those  of  General  Washington  i  Sir,  the 
course  of  the  gentleman's  remarks  ret^uired  of  me  the 
production  of  tnis  record,  important  in  its  character.  '  It 
IS  a  document  which  calls  loudly  upon  the  gentleman  to 
pause  and  reflect  i  it  is  one  the  American  People  will 
read  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  aeribualy  ponder  upon  l 
It  ftimishes  irrefutable  evidence  tiut  General  Jackson 
himself  disapproved  and  condenmed  Uw  example  of  the 
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grett  Wuhington,  and  vbb  unwillihg:  to  eiUblish  it  utlie 
l^ide  of  hit  successors  !  Sir.  K^r  this,  what  will  this  na- 
tion think  ?  What  will  the  eiviliied  world  say  of  the  citim 
put  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  who 
was  emphatically  the  only  one  of  his  class  i  that  he  whose 
course  has  exited  the  admiration  of  aH  nations  t  that  he, 
the  sound  of  whose  name  excites  the  just  pride  and  warms 
the  heart,  not  only  of  every  American,  but  of  everj-  lover 
of  liberty  throughout  the  world ;  that  he  whoM  repttta. 
tion  it  hu  country's  glory  {  bad  less  qualiftealions  for  civil 
nile— ay*  ten  tiroes  toM,  less  (jualificaUom— than  General 
Jackson ! 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said,  Uiat  General  Wash- 
ington,  while  in  the  House  of  Burgesses,  or  in  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  ihe  Conatitutiun,  was  never  known 
to  have  delivered  an  argument,  or  made  a  motion,  on  any 
subject  connected  with  the  duties  of  his  station,  or  show- 
ing any  qualification  for  civil  rule  j  that  i(  was  hia  capaeity 
for  miliury  command  atone  tliat  fitted  him  for  prewding 
over  the  country. 

[Mr.  SMYTH  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  ssjr  that  miHta 
ry  qualifications  were  necessary,  but  that  his  experience 
in  commanding  the  army  qualified  him  for  President.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  cannot  ajfree  with  the  gentleman, 
tliat  General  Washington's  militaiy  experience  was  the 
source  of  his  qualifieationB  for  the  tuvll  ruler.  He  was  re- 
garded every  where  as  the  first  of  the  age.  He  showed 
his  fitness  tor  civil  rule  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
lib  temperance,  firmce«^  severe  thouglit,  his  close  ob- 
servation on  meg  and  things,  his  love  of  order,  evinced  a 
capacity  independent  of  military  experience.  The  gen- 
tleman can  find  abundant  evidence  of  the  extraordinary 
qualifications  of  General  Washington  for  civil  rule,  in  the 
correspondence  be  kept  up  with  the  Congress  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  Keroliitionaiy  war,  not  only  iu  refers 
cnce  to  the  Army  under  his  command,  but  in  reference  to 
the  situation  of  the  People,  and  the  countty ;  showing  an 
extensive  research  and  mtimate  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and -the  secret  springs  of  human  action — a  familiar  ac- 
quiuntanee  with  Ihe  wants  of  the  American  People. 
This  correspondence  is  filled  with  suggestions  of  his  own 
mind,  in  relation  to  the  trsring  exigenaea  of  those  time^ 
fnui^t  with  wisdom,  and  with  speculation  on  future 
events,  which  have  stood  the  lest  of  time,  and,  in  fiict, 
liave  now  become  a  part  of  our  history.  Washington 
gave  evidence  of  eminent  capacity  for  a  civil  ruler  in  liis 
state  papers  and  public  acts,  which  I  should  not  suppose 
any  one  could  forget  But,  Sir,  why  pursue  this  inquiry  } 
Who  can  believe  it  is  necessary  to  adduce  to  an  assembly 
of  American  citizens,  evidence  of  the  capacity  of  Wash- 
ington ?  'I'hat  evidence  is  fbund  every  where  in  the  coun- 
try-— it  has  grown  up  with  us— surrounds  us — every  one 
feels  it — it  is  in  our  national  existence.  Again,  we  are 
told,  what  has  also  been  repeatedly  urged  by  others,  here 
and  elsewhere,  that  General  Jackson  is  the  second  Wash- 
ington !  We  have  seen  titat  he  was  opposed  to  the  fint 
Wasliington — that  he  condemned  his  measures,  and  felt 
no  regrtt  at  his  rt- tirement.  I  would  not  resort  to  levity 
on  such  an  occasion  ;  but  I  will  refer  gentleme::  to  a  re- 
solution  adf>ptod  nut  long  since  by  an  assenibiy  of  the 
People  in  one  of  tlie  NorAem  Stales,  as  the  best  v»wer 
to  the  assertion  :  **  tliat  there  is  not  now  any  second 
Washington,  and  it  is  not  propable  there  will  be  very 
soon."  If  gentlemen  will  urge  Ihe  claims  of  General  Jack- 
son, on  the  ground  of  his  resembhince  to  Washington, 
let  them  undertake  to  run  a  parallel  between  them,  found* 
ed  either  on  their  private  or  public  acts,  and  they  will  at 
once  find  themsetvet  at  fiuilt.  If  reference  is  had  to  the 
period  of  our  ttevolulionary  strag]g:le,  where  will  an  in- 
stance be  found  of  Washington's  disregard  of  tlie  laws  of 
the  Uiid,  of  his  disregard  of  the  orders,  or  refusal  to  obey, 
the  civil  authority  '  When  did  Washington  issue  a  ^en> 
cral  fvdcr,  that  the  officen  under  him  should  rec^re  no 


orders  from  the  Government,  except  tiiey  were  traasimt- 
ted  through  him.  and  were  subjected  to  bis  will }  When 
and  where  did  Washington  find  it  necemty  to  deciaro 
martial  lav,  and  suspend  the  writ  of  kMtat  torpm  t 
When  did  Washington  shew  a  disregard  fbr  the  States 
the  sovereignties  of  this  Union  ?  The  tine  wlien  Wash- 
ington commanded  was  certainly  as  trying  as  any  durii^ 
the  late  war.  As  extensive  as  may  luve  been  the  disaf- 
fection to  the  cause  of  the  countiy  during  tlie  late  war» 
as  urgent  as  was  the  necessity  of  repressing  it,  no  «M 
wilt  say  there  was  less  disafleetion,  or  leas  urgent  neces- 
sity for  the  employment  of  miKtaTy  means  t«  keep  it  in 
subjection,  during  the  war  of  the  llevolution  i  yet,  when 
did  Washington  tntnk  it  expedient  to  use  to  the  Govemsr 
of  a  State  langunge  like  that  used  by  General  Jackson  to 
Gov.  Rabun,  of  (>eotxia  :  "  when  I  am  in  the  fteld,  to» 
have  no  authority  to  issue  a  military  order ! !"  I  will  not 
ssy  this  language  indicates  the  posseisioB  of  a  monarclii- 
feeling  |  but  dowit  not  sliow  a  contRrflingdi^OMtioo 
to  claim  excludve  military  prerogative,  to  exert  none  but 
military  power — an  extraortlinary  impatience  under  the 
control  of  the  law,  and  the  agents  of  the  law  >  Whe» 
did  Washington  find  it  expedient  to  disperse,  at  the  point 
of  the  bay^inet,  the  Legislature  of  a  Sute  ?  Yet,  is  it  not 
an  hiatonca)  fcct,  that  General  Jackson,  in  that  manner^ 
dispersed  the  Legislature  of  Louiuana  > 

[Mr.  LIVINGSTON  asked  Jeave  to  explain,  as  to  that 
alleged  historical  fiict.  Mr.  W.  yielded  the  floor— Mr. 
LIVINGSTON  was  proceeding  in  his  explanation,  when 

Mr.  WHIPPLE  called  him  to  order— and  was  himself 
called  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  liad 
yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Losiuatw,  he  ww 
proceeding  in  order. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  My  object  is  to  set  the  gentle- 
man fiwm  Ohio  right  as  to  the  fitct,and  1  am  surprised  that 
any  one  should  object  to  it.  The  gentleman  had  rtated 
that  it  was  an  historical  fact,  that  General  Jackson  had  dn- 
persed  Ihe  I.ouisiana  Legislature  at  the  point  of  tlje  bayo- 
net I  must  inform  the  gentleman  that  no  such  hiMmttl 
fiwrt  exists.  The  dispernon  was  by  order  of  the  Gower- 
nor,  not  by  General  Jackson,  and  was  occaawnedby  * 
mistake  in  transmitting  and  executing  an  order  from  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  the  Governor.  This  was  explained  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Legislature,  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  exonerating  General  Jackson  from  the  sTighteat 
bUime.   The  mistsjce  was  made  by  the  bearer  ot  the  mea- 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  I  am  obSgedby  Ihe  infiirm. 
tion  of  the  gentleman.  Having  no  opportunity  since  the 
gentleman  from  Vii^inla  t«»ok  his  seat,  to  refcr  to  doco- 
menls,  I  speak  altogether  from  memory,  and  sliall  not  be 
surprised  if  I  do  occasionally  lall  into  error.  I  would  not 
accuse  General  Jackson,  or  any  other  man,  wrongTuny. 
I  confess  1  am  not,  even  now,  able  fully  to  undenUnd 
this  matter.  I  well  recollect  to  have  seen,  not  raanr 
months  since,  a  letter  published,  as  issued  by  CcncrsJ 
Jackson,  in  which  he  severely  animHdvcrts  on  the  neglect 
or  refusal  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  of  l^is- 
iana.  to  prorogue  that  body,  although  he  had  no  legal 


•  Sla«e  Mr,  W  •>  reflurki  wrrr  made  in  the  Houw ,  he  be« 
rd  that  Ihe  LcRMhiiaK  of  Loui^iati*  "•■n»'T*™«"  **  *?*7,"i*7r 

boTvmor  ClaUtonw,  in  Ibe  fcltowiny  wordit  "Tell  G?"™^  SEiL 
borne  It  i»  mr  order  thai  he  dwi^mr  the  Legi»l»uirc,  «»dl>low  Uje« 
up  in  the  air."  OomnoT  Cfiibome,  bMUE  mAirt  the  MUBUiAsr 
tkmeml  Jackton,  ohered  hlra  ao  fcr  a*  to  dupme  the  Ifg"""****"* 
he  dkl  not  "blow  then  op  in  Ibealr."  SulMwiuenUy  W"*™"?  * 
Gmertl  J««It«on  WM  inTe«if«tcd  in  the  Lepthture,  whenheOeMJ^ 
td  th«theh«deiTen  the  order  upon  infonwioon  Ibal  thw  were 
cairitalBtlnr  »Tlb  the  eneinj,  and  had  ananed  a  ^Mlilleattai  U  tta 
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never  been  my  wnh  to  iotroduce  it ,  butif  gentlemen  will 
obtrude  it  upon  the  How^  ttiey  miut  expect  to  be  met, 
knd  promptly*  too. 

The  genHemui  frooi  Yufpni^  deuet  dut  the  Admin- 
iKtratioii  hif,  or  n  entitled  to.  the  confidence  of  the  Peo- 
ple. He  sMerta  that  the  Preudent  was  elected  contnry 
lo  the  will  of  the  People,  and  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
ihe  Conttitution  t  and  that  the  Administration  is  neither 
iicgKtiTe  in  its  character  nor  (food.  What  fbllowa  ?  The 
inevitable  consequence  is,  that  he  asserts  it  to  be  bad. 
tie  holds itundesernnr  the oot^ence of  the Pemle. 

[Mr.  SMTTH  mid  his  obsemtion  was,  that  neitba-  a 
fiegntive  nor  a  bad  Administration  ourht  to  satisfy  the 
People.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed.  If  the  remark  of  the  gen- 
tleman had  any  meaning,  was  it  not  made  with  intent  to 
convey  the  idea  that  this  Administration,  having'acquired 
power  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  will  of  the 
People,  was  undeserving  theirisonfidence,  because  it  was 
neither  a  negative  nor  a  good  Administration,  but  a  bad 
one  f  How  was  the  Constitution  disregarded  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Adams  >  How  was  he  the  President  of 
Llie  members  of  this  House,  and  not  of  the  People  ?  The 
People  do  not  vote  for  Preudent ;  they  vote  for  agents, 
called  electors,  who  vote  for  President  under  the  provi- 
■iona  of  the  Constitution.  In  case  these  Electors  fail  to 
give  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  one  candidate,  and  in 
that  caae  only,  does  the  election  devolve  upon  the  i^nts 
of  (be  Slates  in  that  respect— ^  members  of  this  House. 
The  present  President  was  elected  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  provinonsof  the  Constitution — provisions  of  an 
instrument  which  the  People  will  continue  to  loolc  to  as 
the  safeguard  of  their  rights^  notwithstandiitg  the  impu* 
tations  cast  upon  it  by  the  gentleman.  By  the  operation 
ofsimilarproviuon^  Mr.  Jenerson  was  elected  Preudent 
Was  he  not  the  President  of  the  Petiple,  and  entiUed  to 
their  confidence  ?  The  gentieman  will  nut  deny  it.  Why, 
then,  is  not  Ur.  Adams  the  President  of  the  People,  and 
entitled  to  confidence  ?  Does  the  change  of  men  change 
the  principle  ?  But,  sir,  if  Mr.  Adanu^  constitutionui^ 
elected  President,  is,  in  the  opinion  the  gentleman, 
unworthy  of  confidence  on  account  of  the  manner  of  his 
elefrtiun,  let  him  take  the  alternative,  and  maintain,  if  he 
will,  that  no  President  is  entitled  to  confidence  unless  he 
is  elected  contrary  to  the  proviwons  of  the  Constitution. 
•|"he  gentleoun,  in  my  apprehensitu),  has  placed  liimself 
in  Ibis  dilemma,  and  1  am  content  he  shall  rest  on  either 
horn  of  it.  If  tlia  constitutional  mode  of  choosing  a  Pre- 
s'dent  does  not  meet  his  approbation,  let  him  submit  pa- 
tiently, till  the  People  alter  it,  and  then  hurt  his  denuit- 
ciations  upon  those  who  violate  it.  Does  the  gentleman 
rely  on  the  plurality  of  votes  wUh  which  Gen.  Jackson 
entered  this  House,  as  esUblishing  his  right  to  the  Pre- 
ndency  ?  Sir,  whatever  the  gentleman  may  think,  I 
thank  God  that  no  man  in  this  country  has  a  right  to  the 
first  office  in  the  nation,  either  hereditary  or  divine,  ex- 
cept he  who  has  been  constitutionally  elected  to  that  of- 
fice. The  gentleman  may  regret  that  it  is  so  j  but  I  re- 
juice  at  it.  1'he  gentieman  has  adduced  a  table,  which 
lie  says  was  prepared  by  another  person,  with  great  care, 
and  in  which  he  confides,  to  prove  that  General  Jackson 
Was  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  People,  and  ought  to 
hare  been  President.  Sir,  I  repeat,  no  one  had  a  majo- 
rity of  vote^  and,  therefore,  the  dioiee  has  devolved  on 
this  House.   I  will  presently,  show,  that.  If  it  wasa  sin  to 

ordi-r,  vUrh  the  Aid  bad  ne^loettd  to  rite  j  bnt  hting  Mtufledikat 
hchaduteit  tmliMdly,  hewnwiollte  LtgiaknreMtiheiiil^cCt.  the 


that  «Km  wu  no  rnrand  furawpiaoiw  cutcrtauiMl  oTUm  LegUlainre 
■nd  thit  Uie  Older  wai  founded  on  idle  report— See  IToteedinp  beftnc 
(be  Looiaiana  Lerialatare.— Alto,  Hi*twrteal  Hcmoir  U  the  War  ia 
LmMbub.— iTM  ^  M-.  JT*. 


vote  for  Mr.  Adams,  wbocsme  before  the  House  without 
a  plurality  of  electoral  votes,  the  genUeman  himself  has 
run  deeper  into  it  than  I  have.  But,  flrat,  I  will  advert 
to  the  tables  so  triumphantly  introduced.  Without  dis- 
paraging, in  the  slightest  degree,  the  meriti  of  the  maker 
of  the  gentleman's  table,  I  uve  a  document  in  my  hand, 
equally  entitled  to  credit,  that  shows  directly  the  reverse 
of  his  conclusions  to  be  true.  It  is  drawn  up  and  pub- 
liahed  by  a  primary  assembly  of  the  very  People  inter* 
ested  in  the  question,  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia* and  signed  by  the  oamei  of  a  number  m  (entlemeiit 
who  I  peraonally  know  to  be  of  the  first  re^ectabinty, 
headed  by  the  highly  distingui^ed  President  of  their 
Court,  Judge  Baird.  The  table  shows,  in  the  aggregate^ 
that  Jackson  got  99  electoral  votes,  Adams  81,  Crawford 
41,  and  Clay  37  t  but  that,  of  the  People's  votes,  given 
for  Elector^  Adams  got  166,113,  Jackson  153,733, 
Crawfind  60,845,  and  Clay  53,66T.*  I  recommend  this 
table  to  the  gentleman  ;  but  I  will  read  the  remarks  of 
the  address  feuowing  the  table  : 

"  In  aome  of  the  States,  it  will  be  observed,  the  elee* 
ton  were  chosen  by  the  Legislatures.  The  popular  vote, 
therefore,  is  computed  from  an- ascertained  ratio  of  the 
actual  votes,  with  the  number  of  votera  in  the  other 
States;  they  are  distributed  according  to  tile  proportion 
of  electoral  votes  for  each  of  the  candidates.  Thus,  in 
Vermont,  where  Adama  had  all  the  votes  in  the  Electo- 
ral College,  we  have  given  him  the  whole  number  of  po- 
pular votes.  In  New  York,  they  are  divided  accordmg 
to  the  Electoral  votes  each  received  t  and  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, where  Jackson  received  all  the  Electoral  votes, 
he  is  allowed  all  the  popular  votes.  The  result  thus  stat- 
ed, shows,  that,  although  Mr.  Adama  received  166,113 
votes  of  the  People,  he  hud  but  84  votes  in  the  Electoral 
Colleges  t  while  General  Jsckson,  with  only  153,7^ 
popular  votes,  received  the  votes  of  99  Electors.  If  the 
Electoral  votes  had  been  in  accordance  with  the  votes  of 
the  People,  Mr.  Adams  would  have  bad  more  than  Jack- 
son. Our  opponenU  coipplain  that  Marj-land  and  lUi- 
noifl,  in  Uongrea^  voted  for  Mr.  Adams.  Let  us  ex- 
amine, from  the  data  ftimished,  whether  this  was  not  ex* 
actly  as  tti«  People  wished.  In  Marvland,  aa  the  table 
Bhow«  Mr.  Adams  bad  14^63%  and  General  Jacksm 
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14,533  pof>lil«r  votes.  Now,  upon  pore  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, Mr.  AtUms  ought  to  Hbtc  got  all  tlie  Electoral 
votes  of  that  State  (  and  if  the  Electors  bad  been 
chown,  as  in  PennsylTania,  by  a  Qeneral  Ticket,  be 
would  haTC  h*d  tbem.  But*  in  the  division  of  Diatncts, 
It  happened  that  Oenrnl  Jackson,  with  a  less  number  of 
popular  votes,  obtained  seven  Electoral  vote*.  If  Hr. 
Adams  had  obtained  them,  the  resuH  would  have  been 
93  each.  In  Illinois,  also,  Mr.  Adams  had  and 
General  Jackson  only  1,273  votes  of  the  People.  Upon 
the  same  principle,  Adams,  therefore,  oug^t  to  have  had 
the  Electoral  votes  of  thai  State  {  yet  Jackson  got  two 
and  he  only  one.  If  we  Uke  these  two  fVom  the  Gene- 
ral and  add  them  to  Hr.  Adams,  it  would  then  Hand 
thus :  Adams  94,  Jackson  90. 

"  Tlicre  is  another  fact  that  appears  from  this  table, 
that  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  In  the  Southern  Sutes, 
where  General  Jackson  received  his  majorities,  the  slave 
population  is  represented  in  the  proportion  of  five  to 
three  whites.  Eleeton  were  ehoaen  aceordii^y.  Tire 
slaves,  therefore,  hu  as  much  political  power  as  three 
,  free  whites,  in  tlie  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  It  is  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  Mr.  Adami  had,  io  truth,  a  very 
large  plurality  of  the  free  votera  of  the  United  States." 

This  sUtcment  is  followed  by  another  table,  ilhistrat- 
wg  the  position  advanced,  which  1  will  not  detain  you  to 
rrad,  but  will  content  myself  with  reading  the  commenU 
of  the  address  upon  H. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  appear  that,  from  the 
dave  holding  States,  Jackson  received  forty-four  and 
Adams  but  tour  Electoral  voles.  The  Senatorial  Repre- 
sentation is  not  taken  into  account,  as  it  would  nnt  anect 
the  calculation  either  way.  It  will  also  appear,  that,  of 
pore  slave  vote^  Jackami  received  nearly  eleven,  and 
■  Adams  one  only.  Now,  take  the  result  as  we  have 
shown  it  would  haVe  been,  if  Muyhind  and  Illinois  had 
gone  entirely  for  Adams,  according  to  the  popular  vote, 
via  :  Ttine^-four  for  Adams  and  ninety  fbr  Jackson.  Ex- 
tinguish the  slave  vote  altogether,  which  would  subatnct, 
in  whole  numbere,  ten  from  Jackson  and  one  from  Adams, 
ft  wouM  then  stand,  Adams  93,  and  Jackson  80  only. 
Thus,  in  every  point  of  view,  it  is  clear,  if  the  vwce  of 
the  greater  number  is  to  be  an  indication,  that  Adams  was 
the  choice  of  the  free  People  of  the  United  States  t  and 
the  main_ argument  of  our  opponenta  faUa  to  the  ground." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Waiesr,  1  read  these  extracts  with  node- 
sign  of  questioning  ihe  right  of  the  People  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  tlial  portion  of  political  power  the  Con- 
stitution distributes  to  them.  I  would  draw  no  invidious 
comfMrisons.  I  read  as  a  cqnchiuve  teftitatien  of  the 
position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Viii(inia.  I  did  not 
understand  him,  t  could  not  underatand  him,  aa  claiming 
to  include  among  those  People,  whose  wilt,  expressed 
by  their  votes,  was  to  be  regarded  in  the  choice  of  Preu- 
dent,  any  other  than  the  free  People  ol'the  United  States. 
If  I  have  erred  in  thi%  the  gentleman  can  correct  me. 
Awi^t  then,  with  die  allegation,  that  Mr.  Adams  waa 
chosen  President,  contniy  to  the  Constitution,  or  sgainat 
the  will  uf  a  majority  of  the  People.  Of  the  will  ot  the 
free  People,  Hr.  Adams  had  a  majority  of  their  votes  in 
his  favor.  If  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Adama  in  this  House 
are  to  be  put  down  aa  traitors  to  the  interest  of  the  Peo- 

Ele,  aa  so  renrdless  of  liie  obligations  of  the  Constitution, 
eeause  aiiouier  had  a  greater  number  of  Electoral  votes, 
what  ahall  be  said  of  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Crawfttfd, 
having  a  fiur  less  number  of  votes  ?  Tlie  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  myself,  were  both  here,  at  ttie  Frendential 
e)ection-"he  voted  for  Mr.  Crawford  who  had  forty-one 
tote^  I  voted  for  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  eighty-four  votes  i 
am  I  a  traitor  to  tlie  People  and  the  Constitution,  and  is 
he  bithJul  to  both  t 

[Hr.  8MTTH  aMd,he  refened  to  those  who  did  not  vote 
aceording  to  the  opbuona  of  tbdr  Statei.   He  voted  for 


Mr.  Crawford,  because  Virginia  was  in  &v0r  of  Mr.  CiW- 

fOKl.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  explanation  of  the  gentleman  does 
not  affect  my  aif^ument.  Those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Adaow 
are  accused  of  violating  the  spirit  of  the  ConatitutiMi  and 
thwarting  the  will  of  the  People  to  an  cxtof^  that  tbeex- 
ampte  is  so  dangerous  to  their  liberties  as  to  make  it  me- 
ritorious to  pull  down — not  those  wivo  voted — bat  the  Chief 
Magistrate  for  whom  they  voted,  and  the  Cabinet  he  had 
drawn  around  him,  without  reference  to  thdr  acts.  The 
gentleman  sa^s,  the  Representatives  of  five  Statea  voted 
againat  the  wdl  of  their  constituents.  Where  is  the  proof  1 
I  represent  a  portion  ot  the  People  of  one  of  the  five  States 
referred  to.  The  charge  haa  been  reiterated,  time  and 
again,  that  the  vote  of  those  Statea  wAi  due  to  General 
Jackson,  as  of  right. 

[Mr.  SMYTH  nid,  he  did  not  intend  to  include  Obitt] 
Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  am  ghd  to  hear  it.  I  so  understood 
the  gentlcnnn.  But,  whether  he  intended  to  include  that 
State  or  not,  the  charge  has  been  made  and  rriterated. 
and  my  colleagues  and  myself,  who  voted  for  Hr.  Adama, 
have  been  held  up  as  odioust  the  execration  of  the  People 
has  been  invoked  upon  us  t  our  names  have  been  strung 
up  in  the  newspapera  in  black  llata,  and  served  up  a»a 
standing  dish,  from  the  Presidential  election,  until  the 
next  Congresnonal  election.  We  aubmitted  our  oondnet 
to  the  proper  Iribaiial,  the  People,  our  constituentst  and* 
notwitlistandin^  the  moat  unprMcdeated  effinta  Uw 
party  in  Oppoaition,  in  the  State  and  out,  all  who  were 
candidates  except  one,  was  re-elected — and  that  one  waa 
defeated  on  other  grounds  than  bis  rote  t  and  he  is  now 
succeeded  by  a  friend  of  the  Adnuobtration  here.  Oar 
conduct  haa  received  the  sanction  of  the  People.  If  I  bam 
not  again  mistaken  the  gentleman,  one  of  the  five  States 
alluded  to  was  Hai^yland.  I  have  already  shewn  that  the 
vote  of  that  State  in  Congreas  had  been  given  in  acc6rd> 
ance  with  the  express^  will  of  a  majority  of  the  Peofrfe 
of  that  State-  I  do  not  know.whatottier  Statea  are  allud- 
ed to. 

[Mr.  SMYTH  aiud,  he  alluded  to  Maryland,  Noidi  Cato- 
Tma,  Louisiana,  Illinois,  and  Miasouri.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  remarks  I  have  juat  made  aa  to 
Maryland,  apply  equally  to  lUinms.  In  Louiuana  the  Peo- 
ple have  re-elected  those  memben  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Adams.  In  Missouri  they  have  elected  a  friend  of  the  Ad* 
ministration  t  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  member  from 
North  Carolina  who  haa  lost  his  election  on  account  of  bb 
vote  lor  Hr.  Crawford.  If  the  Feeble,  therefore,  whose 
will  is  alleged  to  have  been  btirayed,  are  admitted  lo 
know  their  own  will,  thdr  tcsthnmy  ii  in  erideneeandnat 
the  geatlMnan,  and  he  haa  wholly  eatabUsli  bis 

position.  The  gentleman  tella  us,  tliat,  if  tiie  votes  of 
these  five  Statea  had  been  given  a«  the  People  wished. 
General  Jackson  would  have  been  the  President.  Thie, 
he  was  not  able,  with  those  States,  to  make  out  but  twelve 
votes  for  General  Jackson,  and  it  required  thirteen  voles 
to  elect  I  but  he  aaawcs  oa  there  can  be  no  doubt  bat 
some  othtf  Slate  would  liave  Allen  in^  and  secured  hla 
election  1  This  is  certainly  a  convenient  method  of  prov- 
ing dte  assertion — there  can  be  no  doubt  aoione  other 
State  would  have  fallen  in  !  Is  it  not  as  free  from  doubt, 
that  aome  otlier  State  would  have  fallen  into  Hr.  Adams's 
acale,  aa  into  that  of  General  Jackson  ^   Would  not  Vir- 

E'nia.  at  that  tune,  hare  preferr^  Aduns  next  after  Cmv- 
rd  *  Will  the  gentleman  diapote  it  ?  Would  not  Nettli 
Carolina  and  Georgia  have  preferred  Mr.  Adama  to  Gc» 
eral  Jackson  ?  I  inquire  as  to  Ihe  then  state  of  opiiOpn 
and  feeling  in  those  States.  Who,  that  waa  here,  and  can. 
versant  with  what  was  passing,  will  dispute  it  ?  1  think 
it  clear,  that,  if  Geuerai  Jackson  had  received  the  votes 
of  the  five  SUtes  named,  still  he  coukl  not  have  ben 
elected  President.  All  the  declamation  we  hear  upon  that 
subject  ia  worse  than  idle.   It  is  calculated*  in  its  uatiB^ 
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tcndcncyt  to  deceive  the  People.  I  will  not  say  g:entle- 
nea  so  intend,  but  such  U  tne  n«tunl  conMquence  oT 
%  course  fHinued.  The  hets  on  which  the  gentleman 
BwQ  Vvginta  hai  grounded  his  proe/vmofion  againit  the 
President  and  his  cabinet,  in  existing  contrary  to  the  will 
of  the  People^and  of  being  conaeqiiently  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence, have  failM  him.  Me  may  himself  essay  to  cross 
the  line  in  pursuit  of  his  enemy,  or  cast  a  paper  shot 
across  it  into  the  enemy's  territory  t  but  he  must  find 
tibe  fortune  of  war  against  him  t  he  will  be  unable  to 
stimuhle  his  men  to  follow  lits  example,  and  be  eompelleit 
te  desist.  7%e  gentleman  again  says  Mr.  Adams  is  not 
flotitled  to  confidence,  because  be  was  not  taken  up  by 
the  People — General  Jackson  was  the  candidate  of  the 
People.  I  had  thought  General  Jackson  had  been  nomi- 
nsied  bv  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  Mr. 
Adans  had  also  been  nominated  by  a  State  Legislature. 
Both  had  been  nominated  by  I.egislBtive  bodies,  and  both 
also  by  the  People,  in  their  primara  assemblies.  Both, 
dien,  were  candidates  of  States  snd  both  were  alike  can- 
didates of  tlie  People— both  had  been  voted  for  by  States, 
and  also  by  the  People.  But  Why,  sir,  are  such  arguments 
urged  here  ?  They  are  not  well  suited  to  tbe  pUce  or 
occasion. 

The  gentlemen  insists  tliat  Mr.  Adams  is  undeserving 
the  confidence  of  the  Pet^le,  because  he  voted  against 
the  scquiMtioti  of  Louisiana.  We  are  told  by  die  gentle- 
man we  shall  not  inquire  into  any  abuses  in  the  Govern- 
ment that  may  have  occurred  before  the  yesr  1824.  Yet 
gentlemen  constantly  rely  on  transactions  of  Ur.  Adams 
and  the  Adminivtration  long  anterior  to  that  period.  The 
himess  of  this  course  is  with  themselves  to  settle-  But, 
mr,  the  cession  ol  Louimana  was  obtuned  before  Mr.  Ad- 
ams took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  did  not  vote  against 
tbe  acquisition.  At  a  subsequent  period,  on  the  question 
<X  extending  the  laws  of  the  Union  over  the  Territory,  ! 
without  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States,  he  voted 
in  the  negative.  On  that  question  he  liad  doubts  of  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress— doubts,  which,  I  have 
heretofore  suted,  he  entertauied  in  common  «ith  Mr.  Jef- 
ierton  and  Mr.  Madison. 

tMr.  SMYTH.  [  m.A  he  voted  agvnst  taking  possession 
of  Louisians. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  How  against  taking  possession,  by  a 
Tote  of  the  Senate  ?  My  memory  does  not  enable  me  to 
•otve  the  inqiiir)-,  and  I  think  it  will  puzzle  tbe  gentleman 
to  find  such  a  vote. 

Mr.  SMYTH  asked  to  explain,  and  refer  to  the  vote. 
Re  referred  to  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  36th  October, 
1803,  in  which  Mr.  Adams  voted  in  a  nunority  of  six 
against  the  bill  to  authorise  the  Prendent  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Louisiana.]- 

Ur.  WRIGHT.  I  was  in  error,  as  to  that  point,  and 
the  gentleman  has,  by  his  correction,  sfTorded  me  an  op- 
portunity to  acknowledge  and  correct  it.  1  spoke  on 
this  subject  altogether  fh>m  nteraoiy,  having  bad  no  op- 
portunity to  refer  to  docitments.  But,  sir,  I  am  now  ad- 
vised that  this  vote  was  given  upon  the  doubts  1  have 
Buggested,  and  upon  objections  to  the  form  of  the  bill. 
I  repeat,  that  Mr.  Adams  waa  not  unfriendly  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  {  and  after  Congress  had  put  4 
construction  upon  the  Constitution,  in  reference  to  the 
doubu  which  had  been  first  suggested  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
in  «  circular  letter  on  the  subject,  and  after  that  con- 
struction had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  People  of  the 
States  and  the  new  Territory,  Mr.  Adams  voted  with  the 
friends  of  Mr.  JefTerson.  He  certainly  did  not,  as  the 
gentleman  asserts,  vote  against  every  measure  concerning 
that  Territory.  1  will  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  aame 
Jdumal  firom  whieli  h«  baa  read,  where  he  will  find  that 
Mr.  Adama  voted  in  the  afRrmative  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  ereatiiw  stock  to  carry  into  execution  tbe  treaty  of 
cession,  and  providing  for  die  pqrmeM  of  the  purchase 


money,  on  the  3d  November,  1803.  I  am  informed. 
Sir,  that  Ur.  Adams  was  one  of  the  warmest  advocate* 
for  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  that  he  not  only  aup- 
ported  this  bill,  but  made  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  m 
the  Senate  in  ^vor  of  it.* 

The  gentleman  is  for  hunting  Mr.  Adams  down,  be- 
cause, he  says,  at  Ghent,  he  proposed  and  attempted  to 
surrender  the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  nver  to 
the  enemy.  Sir,  (  reside  upon  one  of  the  main  tributa- 
ries of  that  mighty  river,  and,  in  common  with  my  con- 
stituents, feel  immediately  and  deeply  interested  in  that 
question.  Any  attempt  to  take  from  the  Western  Peo> 
pie  their  right  to  the  navigation  of  that  river,  would  be 
promptly  met  and  firmly  repelled  t  yet,  jealouK  as  they 
are  of  their  rights,  and  ready  as  they  always  have  been 
to  protect  and  defend  them,  the  transactions  at  Ghent 
have  not  been  viewed  by  tbem  as  obnoxtotu  to  censure, 
on  the  ground  aasumed  by  the  ^^ntlenun  fh>m  Titginla. 
Whatever  right  or  claim  the  Bntish  have  to  thenaviga* 
tion  of  that  nver,  will  be  found  recognized  in  the  treaties' 
and  laws  of  the  country,  long  before  the  mission  to  Ghent 
was  ever  thought  of.  The  riglit  was  claimed  before  we 
established  our  independence.  It  was  expressly  recog- 
nised in  the  treaty     peace  id  1783,  and  waa  in  force  at 

■  Mr.  A4aiM  Ant  took  ki*  teat  {n  tike  Senate  ite  day  after  lbs  Lo«M- 
ana  'Crcatr  wm  ratiled. 

The  SSih  Oei.  1801,  he  voted  afainit  tbe  bill  to  lake  pMMaaion  of 
Loaiiiana,  beaaMW  he  ikourHt  ibt-  Sd  trciion  aucomiiiuuonal.  It  b 
In ibMs  word*!  **And ba  U nnbcr  ntaeiM!,  llntiaMU the eKpintnit 
ofibe  yramt  ■tariiwi  orCoogreM,  urIcm  itroriahin  Ibr  the  tempuraiy 
goTtrrnment  of  the  Mid  Wiriturira  be  MKmer  made  bf  Coiigr»s  lb" 
miliUiry,  e[Til,andJudicial)>awer«,  excreiaed  bjr  ihu  onernofthit  cx> 
iMtnsKovrnmealcl  theMiMe,ah«H  be  vaOKl  iiiMch  |>en«naiH]  \itr- 
■oni,  mtd  ihill  be  eKrrci*ed  In  inch  Runner,  a«  thu  Frcsidciit  tif  ib« 
United  State*  *haltdire«i,  tbr  auiniBlninKMHl  proteeiiug^  UiciitlubU- 
BnuoTLouiaiaiia  In  the  Hree  ei^loymeiit  oTibeir  libeny,  pr.  periy,  and 
ncligion."  Tbe  readv  it  aaked  tu  reflect  on  the  cxheitl  iuA  cuum. 
queneeiorthe  power  herein  conferred  on  tbe  Prviidciil,  and  then  opea 
ue  Connttaiiun.  and  point  out  the  aeetion  which  autburisei  Cou^reu 
la  emtkr  upon  ibe  PrMideni  sueh  imnriMknitjPower.  It  cm  oMijr  to 
fotutd  in  coniiTUBtian.   What  would  iMMid  tfConcma  wm>  mw  w 

Kropuw  to  eonfrr  aach  power  on  President  Adam  Ibe  powcta  aftha 
Jnc  ofSpsiii  «r  Pranae,  or  of  a  Vi«ei«r. 

The  otbr  mm  oI  the  aane  Mijoii,  MttnMiv  iht  laws  ef  tlia  Uailird 
Slates  over  iIm  peonlwarijouiiiaM,  weraopftSMd  Mr.  AdaMi,  be. 
caoM  ihekWMiMew  eserelMt  powers  wMafe  had  not  btm  itanied  u 
Cemwai  iMelf;  ol  p«Mren  ivterved  hj  the  Fvuple  ol  t!.«  United  Siatei 
to  tlicnuelrre ;  and  of  ptiwen  iuberrnt,  bjr  natural  ricbt.  in  ibi:  (reople 
ofLouidana.  The  uiiioo  oT  tbe  two  people  required  (Jteesprewand 
fbnMlMNWpnt  of  both.  He  dMMight  tte  UniiedBuiec  bad  iweoiMU' 
tntkmal  right  10  lone  their  hiwt  upon  the  peopleal  Lonittana.  who 
had  no  voice  in  making  them,  witbuui  their  coMent.  He  ihuafat  the 
•elite  of  the  people,  both  of  lh«  United  Stam  Bud  of  Loaiaiau^  ibolild 
hetafcin  of  the  arai,b}rBiiameDdin«ii(o4'  ibe  Conaiiigtion,  whkb  ha 
propoaed  to  niw  a  cMnituee  to  briuir  in  i  and  of  the  but,  bf  taknig 
the  vote*  of  tke  people  of  Looiiiana.  He  had  no  doUbtoT  the  eouMrut 
of  both,  and  he  iKoucbt  tueb  a  eonnt!  "  would  ■cnrea*  a  Undmark  of 
comet  iiriueipleB  for  flitara  timM.  a*  a  awotorial  of  homage  to  iba 
fundancutal  priuaiplec  of  eivit  Kicietjr,  to  the  pnmilive  Mwreigntj' 
of  Ike  People,  and  the  analienable  rigtita  of  fnan."  CongcM  deter- 
MiiMdMherwye,  BiidMt  pnt  a  eoiMtniefioa  on  the  CaiuUtudon.wht^, 
bciiig  acquieaocd  in  hf  tbe  People  of  the  Untied  State*  aud  of  Loubi. 
ana,  waa  also  aaqniatMd  IB  bf  Hr.  Adaia*,  and  be  ever  atl«r  acted  on 
that  conatrtMihHfc 

Mr.  Adaait  waatafli««ruldMaeq«i«hioa  of  Loidsiana,  and  of  an- 
netiaf  it  lo  ihe  UnloB,  thonch  hcdiS&nd  with  tbe  nu^mra*  toiba 
aMfantto  lieemplMrid  inellcetiagtbedrBiKdoluect.  Ontb«3d  K>v. 
1103,  be  vettd  flir  taa  hll  eicating  uock  to  complete  tbe  ptirehaae,  cup- 
pocwf  the  tcMtj-maklug  power  Ailly  adrqaaie  10  e8*«t  the  acquiai* 
tion,  aUhungh  he  entertauied  doobli  uf  the  authority,  iii  the  nwnner 
propoaed,  to  govern  the  people  acquired,  without  their  eoiiMiit.  On 
ihi«  oceuiou  be  mailc  a  ipc^,  which  ii  reported  in  thti  Hatioml  la. 
telligencer,  of  tbe  Sfih  Nov.  1803,  ui  which  Ite  aaji ;  '•I  am  exuvateljr 
•oliciiont  that  evrrv  tittlr  of  the  tungenieiiu  on  our  part,  in  ihete 
ConveDtiana,*lKiUM  be  perfbrmed  wid)  the  mu«i  tcrvpulou*  gvod  t^tih." 
**Such  it  the  puMie  thvor  attending  tbe  traittaciion  which  CMniiieitced 
by  tbcnegatiaiionaf  ibi*  trvat)r,and  which  Ibopow.ll  trmiiMto  iu 
our  fkll,  unditiurbed,  and  midiaputod  poMemou  ufihe  eeded  icrritorr, 
that  Iflrmly  bviievc,i(ansn>eiKlnicniioiheCuiwtituiioD,  BinpiVfaBI- 
eicnt  liir  the  aecoaplithnienl  uf  everj  thing  we  have  oontraaicd,  •h»U 
be  propeaed,  aa  I  ibiitk  u  ooght,  it  will  be  adwpted  itj  every  State  in 
tlieViuon."  **I(r«atthe7[our<ti>ptllaliaMlWtllbeH^perrunBed,aud  1 
willelweifully  lend  mj  band  to  every  set  iieeeaiary  Airihepurpuac;AMr 
1  eun«idcr  the  ol^ect  a*  of  tbe  highenimuortatMeio  ui  i  andihegeu. 
tleinanf>om  Kvnnicky,  [Mr.  Brevkenrid|[e}  hlnuetf,  whohMdiaptaj* 
ed,  with  BO  much  etoquenee,  tbe  immeiiae  iraponauaa  w  tbi*  Uioaa, 
of  the  poeacMMu  of  the  erdvd  urriiory,  aanaM  earvy  hi*  Men*  ou  that 
8tib|e«i  Aartker  than  I  <oJ^mot  Mutenal  iHieiligenser,  ISOS-^  ib« 
Jvunul  eftbe  Scnat^  and  Ut.  Adama^Iatier  te  kmv  tn  Hom.  AI«La». 
der  SmyA,  pabUdwd  In  lSSS.^jrt#r  Jy  Mr.  W. 
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the  commencement  of  the  late  vu-.*  The  American 
commiasion  at  Ghent  assumed  the  grounci,  under  the  in> 
structions  of  the  Government,  with  Mr.  Madison  at  its 
headf  that  the  occuirence  of  war  had  not  abnmted  the 
ri^^ts  of  our  eountiy  under  that  treaty— which  was  a 
treaty. of  Independence,  an  aefcnowledi^ement  of  our 
riffht  to  enter  into  the  fiuniljr  of  nations.  The  tiaius  anU 
belhitn — the  state  of  things  before  the  war — is  well  known 
to  have  been  the  bans  of  that  negotiation.  The  propo- 
sition to  which  the  gentleman  probably  alludes,  was  one 
submitted  on  that  basis,  and  made  to  countervul  one  sub- 
mitted  by  the  British  commiMion.  It  hati  iu  effect. 
But,  sir,  that  proposition,  good  or  bad,  is  not  chargea 
ble  to  iix.  Adams — he  neither  drew  nor  submitted  it.  It 
was  drawn  by  Mr.  GiUatin.  The  treaty  was  finally  con- 
cluded without  any  provision  on  that  subject  i  and  this 
important  right,  which  the  gentleman  mtuitouidy  sup- 
poict  Mr.  Adams  treacherously  proposed  to  surrender  to 
the  enemy.remains  secured  to  the  British  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Independence,  and  as  tliey  have  enjoyed 
it  ever  since !  Tet  what  sin^  individual  living  on  that 
river,  or  navigating  iU  watcrr,  has  been  eonsdoas  of  its 
existence,  or  tliat  he  has  been  deprived  of  any  right ) — 
The  gentleman  evinced  his  strong  desire  to  know  all  the 
secret  nrgotiations^  in  the  riglit  season,  and  in  the  day 
time,  in  reference  to  that  subject.  He  has  been  in  pur- 
suit of  this  information,  I  believe,  some  years,  and,  if  he 
fiaa  ftllen  short  of  its  attainment,  I  know  not  who  can  aid 
liim  f  but  I  will  hazard  the  assertion,  that  neither  Hr. 
Adam%  nor  any  member  of  his  cabinet,  have  any  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  they  wish  to  conceal.  The  clan)(»- 
raised  in  relation  to  this  matter,  is  not  raised  by  the  Peo* 
pie,  but  by  politicians,  who  wish  to  obtain  and  wield  the 
power  and  patronage     the  6o\'emment. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  made  many  other  ac- 
c  usations  against  Mr.  Adams.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time 
necetsaty  to  fbllow  him  through  the  whole  list,  as  many 
of  them  are  of  a  character  requiring  no  refutation  before 
an  intelligent  People.  One  of  these  chargu  is,  that  Ur. 
Adams  was  one  of  three  who  proposed  a  bill  in  the  Se. 
nate  for  suspending  the  writ  of  habea$  cofpui.  I  will 
not  canvass  the  merits  of  that  proposition.  The  gentle- 
man  did  not  show  how  the  proposing  this  bill  disqualified 
Mr.  Adams  for  the  PretMenwi  thatbe  hatleftfbrcomec- 
ture.  J[t  seems  to  me,  that,  if  the  submitting  to  the  deli- 
beration of  Congress,  a  proposition  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeat  'eorptu,  be  an  unpardonable  sin  in  Mr.  Adams, 
and  calling  for_  his  abandonment  and  diigrace|i  if  thih 

Eroposition,  which  was  never  carried  into  effect,  is  calou- 
ited  to  ruin  his  hopes  t  that  the  cUims  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
the  gentleman's  own  candidate,  caimot  be  promoted  by 
being  placed  in  contrast.  He,  contrary  to  law,  or  certain- 
ly without  its  expreu  aid,  actually  suspended  that  writ,  I 
believe,  in  more  instances  than  one,  and  employed  milita- 
ry coercion  to  control  the  judicial  functionaries,  who  had, 
or  were  about  to  grant  its  privileges  i  and  moreover  used 
towards  one  judge,  at  least,  violent  denunciatory  words, 
and  words  uT  gross  personal  abuse. 

The  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  had  referred  to  the  UiU- 
Unr  Academy  at  West  point.  All  was  wrong  there  too. 
It  IS  alleged  to  be  an  aristocratic  institution,  and  to  have 
been  diverted  from  itsoria^nal  iibject.  None  but  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  powerful,  in  his  view,  were  educated 
there  i  Its  benefits  were  withheld  from  the  poor.  In  ac- 
cordance with  Mr.  Adatps's  political  opinions,  this  institu- 
tion was  conducted  to  establish  a  privdeged  order.  The 
gentleman  feelingly  deprecates  the  prevalanoe  of  aristo- 
cratic opinions  and  privileged  orders,  as  dangerous  to  li- 
berty.  It  has  been  repeatedly  shown,  during  this  debate, 

■  "Art.  8.  Tlw  MTicatiim  of  the  river  MiuMppt,  tnm  iu  mrcc 
to  the  oceut,  •ball  tomer  maaln  ftcc  and  opAi  W  Ike  tuttfebti  «r 
QrcM  BrtulaMMl  tha  tiilavni  of  the  Uniud  Staws.**— Sm  Tican  ut 
INnM,  >«ih  Nov.  l7BS.-JirMr  ty  Mr.  W. 


that  the  gentleman's  opinionsof  this  school  are  unfounded. 
Its  benefits  have  not  oeen  limited  to  the  rich  ;  but  have 
been,  as  they  bbouid  be  under  our  Government,  extend- 
ed alike  to  tlie  poor  and  the  rieh.  Tlie  science  acquir- 
ed there  pervades  all  ranks  and  classes  in  societv,  and,  be- 
ing diffused  throughout  the  country,  forma  the  capital 
upon  which  it  can  safely  draw  in  time  of  need-  All  con- 
tnbute  to  its  support,  and  all  participate  in  its  benefits. 
Appointments  to  that  institution  are  made  firom  every 
part  of  tlie  country,  upon  the  basis  of  the  Representation 
trom  each  State  in  Congress.  The  gentleman  sunfested 
a  remedy  for  this  evil  i  me  that  excited  my  special  won- 
der, although  in  keeping  with  the  modem  elaiilis  for 
military  predvminunce.  His  indignation  was  roused  to  its 
highest  pitch,  against  the  aristocracy  of  the  cotmtry,  and 
its  privileged  oraers  in  the  Military  Academy,  and  he  pro- 
posed that  it  be  open  only  to  the  sons  of  officers  of  the 
army  i  Ir  this  pure  Republicanism,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  ?  We  will  have  no  aristocracy— 4H>  privileged 
oi-der^but  none  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  BliTitary 
Academy — none  shall  hereafter  be  eligible  to  receive 
commissions  in  the  army,  but  the  sons  of  offieen— the  aons 
of  miliury  officers  are  to  constitute  an  order  with  an  here- 
ditary right  to  public  education  and  military  command  ! 
Is  this  the  Opposition  Republican  remedy  lur  the  privi- 
leged orders  m  the  present  Military  Academy  f  Ii  the 
maxim  of  the  Constitution,  which  subjects  the  iiulitaiy  to 
the  civil  power  to  be  reversed,  and  the  post  of  honw  and 
danger  alone  to  be  (^ned  to  the  sons  of  ndlibtry  offi- 
cers > 

[Mr.  SHTTH  stated,  he  had  stud  the  sons  of  decesaed 

military  officers.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  That  does  not,  in  any  way.  affect  my 
aigument.  The  principle  is  the  sam^  whether  the  olB- 
cer  be  dead  or  aKve.  None  but  the  sons  of  olBcers  are  to 
be  adimtted  into  the  Academy.  The  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence asserts  tliat  all  men  are  free  and  equal  i  but 
now,  the  sons  of  soldiers,  the  bone  and  muscle  of  your  ar- 
mies, who  fight  your  battles,  and  witltout  whom  otRcen 
would  be  useless,  are  to  be  excluded — they  are  not  ti  be 
privileged— they  are  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  portion  of 
the  gentleman's  regard,  or  to  the  protection  of  the  coun- 
try. Hie  sons  of  farmers,  of  mechanics^  BUtesmen, 
who  have  wasted  their  lives  in  the  public  service,  of  sol- 
diers who  have  fought  its  battl,es— all  these  are  to  stand 
aside,  to  make  way  for  this  new,  and  exctuMvely  privile- 
ged order— the  sons  of  Officers  in  the  Army  \  Sir,  I  will 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  of  any  portion  of  the  merit  aris- 
ing from  the  poucssion  of  such  Republicanism — he  may 
enjoy  the  whole  of  it — wid  I  think  1  do  not  mistake  the 
temper  of  the  American  People,  in  iKy>'H^  th^  will  be 
warned  by  the  promulgation  of  sueh.aunning  doctrines, 
and  awakened  to  increased  exertions  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress, and  preserve  our  institutions  against  their  influence. 
I  intend  the  gentleman  no  disrespect,  but  I  think  the  re- 
medy he  proposes  for  the  Uililuy  Academy,  if  resorted 
to,  would  impel  us  with  astonishing  rapidity  into  a  milita- 
ry despotism — a  calamity  which  1  pmr  God  to  avert  bora 
my  couiitiy.  Sir,  I  will  now  leave  me  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  proceed  with  the  subjects  I  intended  tore- 
marlc  upon  before  he  addressed  the  House.  . 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  on  the  opponte  side 
of  the  House,  [Mr.  Bsu]  delighted  me  and  the  House, 
with  the  effort  he  made  in  this  discussion — an  effort  evi- 
dencing in  him,  the  possession  of  exiraorditiary  intellec- 
tual faculties,  and  powers  of  eloquence  rarely  to  be 
met  with,  accompanied  with  good  feelings,  higliiy  onn- 
mendable  on  all  occanons,  and  the  more  commendable 
in  those  engaged  in  politii»l  warfare.  But  1  thit^  sir, 
some  of  the  renurks  be  was  pleased  (o  make,  in  relation 
to  myself,  were  not  in  keeping  with  tlie  general  tenor  of 
his  observations.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  compliment  he 
paid  mc,  though  I  confess  1  thought  it  rather  a  left-baoded 
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■ne.  He  nid  1  inroked,  with  mere  «rt  than  lie  had  ever 
■efim  witnessed,  abuse  tipon  the  Administntion,  and 
md  Btriven  to  provoke  from  its  oppmenu  eha^a  of 
omit>tKm.  I  am  sure,  sir.  if  the  gentleman  had  list<Mied 
o  wbftt  I  aaidi  he  would  have  «piu«d  these  remark^"  I 
nvoked  no  abuse  of  the  Administration  ;  I  soun^t  not  to 
irovoke  any  one  opposed  lo  it,  to  chars^e  it  wKh  cormp- 
ion  and  pro8tgacy.  I  never  believed  it  obnoxioMS  to 
uch  a  eliarge '.  but  I  did  invoke,  and  I  do  now  invoke, 
.  full  and  free  examination  and  inquiry  into  the  acts  of  its 
nember^  into  their  abases  of  power,  t  courted,  and  I 
itx»  coort,  an  investigation  of  Actd  connected  irith  their 

ondiict,  whicli  I  thotight  and  still  think  viU  exonoate 
hem  from  the  abuse  that  had  been  heaped  upon  diem  ; 
nd  I  urjifed  gentlemen.  wIk>  persisted  in  pouring  out 
buae  upon  those  oftieerHi  to  abandon  general  cbaigea, 
nd  resort  to  somethii^  ^i^cifio  that  could  be  met.  I  do 
lOt  luppwe  the  eentlenan  misinterpreted  me  purposely^ 

liave  Airhimafediivaradifferentcharacter.  Thegen- 
lemmn  saidi  mofeorer,  that,  until  this  invocation  to  abuse 
>n  the  Administration,  no  one  had  made  any  attack  on 
tie  individuals  compoaing  it.  The  gentleman  could  net 
ave  attended  to  the  course  of  Abe  debate^  to  the  remarks 
r  the  f^ntleman  from  Kentucky,  who  introduced  the 
•rapoahion  [Mr.  CaiLToir] ;  to  those  made  by  the  two 
-entlemen  fimn  Virginia  £Hr.  Rahbou-h  and  Mr.  FiOTsIt 
a  thoae  of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania 
Messrs.  Insbam  and  Btn;Hi.si.H]  i  to  those  of  the  gentle- 
aan  from  I'en'nessee,  [Mr.  MiTcaaiL];  to  tlioM  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Dakixl];  and  thoae  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ciksor]— all  of  wbicli 
•receded  mine,  a  reference  to  the  coune  of  the  debate, 
r:U,  1  thinic,  satisfy  the  gentleman,  that  I  am  not  obnox- 
sua  to  the  chaive  thrown  upon  roe.  I  have  never  prtK 
oked  a  discussion  of  this  kind,  although  it  has  fallen  to 
ny  lot  to  tng»ge  in  several  in  defending  ihe  cause  I  sup- 
lort.  The  gentlenun  sud,  also,  as  I  understood  him, 
bat  !  had  introduced  the  Tatiff  into  tliis  debate,  and  he 
xpreased  a  wish,  with  pectdiar  emphasis,  tliat  no  friend 
•f  hi*  country  would  andeavor  to  connect  that  subject 
'ith  fbc  Prendential  election.  Ifthe  gentleman  mtended 
he  House  ihould  undentaiul  thtt  my  remarks  on  that 
ubject  evidenced  hostility  to  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
ty, or  a  dcnre  to  connect  the  Tariff  with  the  Presidential 
|uestiot^  I  repel  Ihe  imputation.  1  did  not  introduce 
hat  subject  into  debate — it  was  introduced  by  a  gentle- 
nan  fVom  Virginia  [Mr.  Plotd]  near  the  gentleman  from 
rennesaee,  and  I  wafy  alluded  to  it  in  reply.  I  would 
vmd  making  the  connexion  deprecated  by  the  gentle- 
oan,  and  should  he  hereafter  see  any  attempt  to  connect 
hose  aubjects,  I  hope  he  will  unite  with  me  in  prevent- 
ng  its  ezrcution.  The  gentleman  went  still  one  step 
uiber,  and,  assuming  that  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
ioii  were  game  run  down,  he  entreated  his  friends  to  for- 
learance,  and  wound  his  liom  to  call  off  the  hounds.  The 
.'entleman  had  better  wait  a  little— lie  is  too  fast.  Is  he 
luite  Mre  tlie  game  is  run  down  }  1  think  tt  w  br  fh>m 
1— that  it  is  not;  and  will  not  be,  run  down.  He  can  set 
lis  pack  in  motion  again,  as  soon  as  he  pleases;  but  1  beg 
lim  to  spare  us  his  pily,,  at  least  until  we  ask  it.  When 
i''e  cry  craven,  then  let  him  call  off  his  hounds,  and  be 
Fisgnanimous — not  before.  The  gentleman,  with  much 
orce,  invoked  both  sides  to  forbear  personal  irritating  re- 
wks  and  allusions,  yet  perhaps,  in  the  next  sentence, 
le  emplo}-s  the  potent  party  catch  words,  "safe  prece- 
cnlS)  of  most  signiSeant  meaning  in  tliese  times— show- 
)g  in  himself  how  much  easier  it  ii  to  ffivt  good  adrice 
lan  to  follow  it. 

The  gentleman  frwn  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wickliptb] 
rougbt  into  the  debate  rather  mofe  than  bis  usual  zeal 
le  wove  together,  with  great  skill  and  adroitness,  Audi- 
■r*s  scalps,  National  roads,  Indian  tours,  London,  Taeu- 
aya,  and  Guatemala  cardi^  ftartfnd  Comrentiot^  Levee 
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coats,  the  Jackson  party,  and  Sofis  of  Boyalty,  making  a 
substantial  opposition  wdi),  of  entirely  new  materials, 
which  1  will  not  attemjit  to  unraveL  The  efTortsdiewed 
him  fnendly  to  domqptie  manufactures,  and  experienced 
in  the  fitbrication  of  a  new  article,  without  the  aid  of  a  pro- 
tecting  duty— the  raw  material  for  which  he  could  «peak 
into  existence  at  pleasttre.  There  are  but  t,wo  of  the 
many  alluuons  made  by  the  gentlemao  to  which  I  intend 
to  make  any  reply ;  tlie  imputation  upon  the  Secretary 
of  SUte  in  reUlion  to  the  distribution  of  the  laws,  and 
those  upon  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  lor  the  manner  of  A^s- 
burnng  the  appropriation  to  improve  the  Ohio  and  Mis> 
siaippi  rivers.  Tl»e  gentleman  cannot  be  ignorant  that  a 
law  (if  the  United  SUtes,  passed  many  years  tgo,  directed 
the  Secretary  of  State,  within  a  given  period  after  the 
dose  of  each  sesnon  of  Congress,  to  have  their  acts  print- 
ed and  distributed  to  each  State  and  Territory  of  the 
Union.  The  distribution  was  fbrmeriy  made  throu^  the 
Post  OfBce  Department,  free  of  expense  to  Government; 
but,  I  think  early  in  the  session  before  the  last,  the  Post- 
ma^er  General  informed  the  Secretary  the  hws  could  no 
longer  be  dutributed  in  that  way,  because  their  great 
bulk  delayed  and  iigured  the  regular  mail*  The  law  re- 
quired the  Secretary  to  distribute  the  acts  of  Cmgreai  t 
that  duty  he  was  bound  to  performt  a  resert  to  Uie 
usual  channel  of  distributioa  waa  declared  by  the  ofHccr 
having  control  over  it  iiyurious  to  tlie  public  interest— 
what  was  the  Secretaiy  todo  >  Eatimatetof  the  expense 
of  a  different  mode  were  communicated  to  Congress,  and 
appropriations  made,  and  he  did  just  what  bis  duty  requir- 
ed of  him.  No  complaint  is  made  by  the  gentleman  that 
the  Secretary  has  not  faithfblly  performed  his  duty,  or 
that  he  has  employed  unAitlifiil  agenU;  yet  he  is  blamed 
for  perfbrming  that  duty.  Would  the  gentleman  have 
the  diatrUiution  again  made  tlirotigh  the  medium  of  the 
Post  Office  ?  He  should  require  the  Postmaster  General 
to  perform  tliatduty.  It  would  be  much  more  appro- 
priately asngned  to  that  Department,  than  to  the  Oenart- 
ment  of  State,  and  I  will  warrant  the  duty  is  one  of  wiiieh 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  would  gladhr  be  relieved. 

The  gentteman  ftom  Kentucky  has  also  alluded  to  the 
appropriation*  made  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Cttuo  and  Misnssippi,  and  unheutatingly  charges  the  Ad- 
miiustration  with  prmigacy,  in  employing  two  agents  in 
expending  the  money.  Sir,  Congress,  In  Hav,  183^  ap* 
propriated  $75,000  tor  removing  the  snags,  planters,  and 
sawyers,  in  the  Ohioand  Hiasisstppi  rivers,  and  to  make  an 
experiment  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  over 
one  ortvoofthesandharshiclowtheAJlB.  LastWinter« 
a  law  was  passed,  wpropristiog  3(^000  doUm  to  iaprova 
the  navigation  Of  the  Obio  river  akme,  and  in  other  re* 

*  It  it  iiiMtvnhMd  Ibat  the  flnt  praetiee  under  tke  law  reqnirins  a 
dialribatiaii  oTlkc  rcu  of  CongroM,  wu  tkfl  Mmeat  bow  piactim, 
vbidi  wu  Tollowetf  by  a  dutribation  tkntngh  tha  Pan  OflUe  Deaan* 
lanit,  that  wa«  vrastMed  (br  lerml  In  the  Winter  of  ISiM, 

and  In  the  Spriu  o(  tsao,  the  Ponnaner  0«aenl  iufiimed  iha  8ccf*- 
ury  orsuteoTtEc  diSmltiM  atiendinrttat  mode  ordbtribHtioM,aai 
•oneated  a  rhatwe ;  )■  aoBiraaMieti  at  whieh,  Mtiiaam  wcr«  reported 
tothe  Ho«we,aiMrapprMriaii(HW  oadelbrUie  inBRated  npcawof 
dinribntrnt.  The fbllowiiiSDZtnetora  letter  ftom  Hr.  M'f,eaii  will 
pat  thla  nutter  in  iu  uur  light: 

I  iBfbnned  the  Secretary  of  Slate  thai  the  taail  had  iaereaied  ae 
mneh,  in  bulk  and  weighs  and  fbrwrcral  atoathi  woald  be  to  aach 
crowed  with  thedeeiunenti  which  had  been  ordered  tu  be.publUhed, 
that,  to  dinrilmte  Ibe  law*  tbraurh  It,  as  bad  beeu  the  praetiee  ooiBe 
jean  put,  wonld  be  extraaeljr  ineonwuieiit,  and  ii\Jurto«*  la  lb« 
{Miblie ;  and  I  niggeited  the  pmprieir  of  hit  kaopdmc  fooie  other  plan 
ladMtnbuitubeni.  On  the  Soothrru  and  WeMe^  roaiee,  tbemail. 
at  that  tine,  wHKhed  oftni  Tram  two  to  three  ihfiBMnd  ponnd*,  and 
I  ws«  apprebentive  thai,  if  the  law*  weie  addttd  tn  the  dttemBenl* 
which  would  be  in  the  eooroe  of  diMribdilen  durini:  the  Sanuner,  that 
thif  irauportation  ofii  woald  nol  only  be  rcurded  on  MNiM  orthemoM 
important  route*,  bai  that  letimwoaU  be  liable  to  i^|urr  bf  ittfnat 

wngbt  and  ooBieqaeni  fHciion- 

  .        .  .  .  ....  [, fweiBcnaeof sgr 


"TheSeoreiaryafterwBnUinformednWtibaula     .  . 
ntfmlio■^  he  alMMIbi^rd  iB  the  naUoNhr  a  i«w  eopin,  to  the  Vl 
ted  Siaiea'  oOeen  in  eaeb  Btaic,  and  iboa Wtaafco  atrangnBeBt  tadb. 
oib...  th.  bala..eorth»  thro-jh  hi.  «.  '^'V^SSx-iK.IiM, 
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«prcts  than  the  removal  of  the  intga.  he.  Hie  one  Ihw 
had  an  object  entirely  different  from,  and  having  no  cop- 
nexion  with,  the  other.  The  objecta  oF  the  Uwa  diffier- 
ing',  and  the  theatre  for  expenditures  beinfr  variant,  it  m 
obvioua  that  two  aeta  of  agenta  were  requirnl.  The  Ad' 
miniitraUon  were  boond  to  appoint  tw<^  and  thejr  did  ao. 
Doea  blame  attach  to  them  f  Were  ttw  appmntmonta 
bad  ones  * 

[Mr.  WICKLTFFE  explained.  He  said^  that*  under 
(he  appropriation  for  ckarin^^  out  (he  Ohio  and  Hunarip- 
pi,  the  Administration  appointed  a  Superintendent  and 
Asnstant,  at  six  dollara  per  day,  and  under  the  last  ap- 
propriation, which  he  said  waa  connected  witli  the  im- 
provement oftlje  Ohio,  at  the  Grand  Chain,  &c.  the  pow- 
er had  been  exercised  to  appoint  a  new  Superintendent, 
whom  he  did  not  know.  He  undentood  he  had  made 
large  preparations  last  Spring  for  a  splendid  trip,  but  lit- 
tle or  notninir  had  been  dons.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Under  the  act  of  Hay,  1834,  appro- 
prialinr  the  75,000  dollan,  the  fbrmer  Secretary  of  War 
offered  that  expenditure  on  a  eontraet,  and  aubmitted 
the  execution  of  (he  contract  to  the  supervision  of  a  Cap- 
tun  Bahcock,  of  the  corps  of  Engineers,  I  believe. — 
They  had  not  proceeded  fiir,  before  it  was  found  the  con- 
tractor and  engineer  were  running  counter  to  the  contract 
and  the  intereat  of  the  Oovemment,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  law— (he  work  was  atopped — the  csptain  of  Engi> 
neera  wu  arrested,  and  brought  before  a  Court  Martial 
for  (rial.  After  oomiderable  delay.  Uk  Executive  ap' 
pointed  Ciqitiun  Shrere,  who  I  believe  now  holds  the  ap- 
ptrintment. 

(Hr.  WTCKLITFE  said  the  appointment  had  been  once 
given  to  a  gentleman  in  Kentuclty,  now  dead.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  1  (hank  the  gentleman;  I  bad  forgot- 
ten that  appointment.  The  duties  of  the  superintendent 
were  specific,  but  moatly  connected  vkh  the  Mississippi 
River.  The  appronriatfon  of  last  Winter  was  solely  for 
the  Ohio  river,  anb  looked  to  its  general  improvement, 
along  its  whele  line  from  Pittsburg  to  the  Miasisrippi.  It 
was  not  limited  to  operations  below  the  fiilla,  where  ah  the 
operations  under  (lie  former  apprnpriaiiont>,  excep(  (he 
renMval  of  snags.  See.  were  confined,  and(o  exnenments 
'  upon  the  land  rars.  The  law  devolved  the  duty  upon 
(he  Executive  of  expending  this  money.  Ilow  was  it  to 
be  expended*  W>U  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  say, 
it  was  expected  (he  Secretary  of  War  should  leave  liis 
official  duties  here,  and  auperintetwl  (he  expendi(ure 
*  of  this  money.'  The  power  (o  appoint  an  agent,  he  says, 
was  )nferred--he  did  not  say  uaurped|  (hough  his  remarks 
looked  that  way.  S\t,  WUI  waa  the  Secretary  to  do  * 
He  could  not  attend  to  dtscharge  this  duty  in  person. 
Washe  to  negleetU?  No  one  will  pretend  so.  What 
then  was  be  to  Ao't  l*he  only  alternative  was,  to  select 
the  proper  arent  to  execute  the  law.  The  gentleman 
seems  to  think  the  duty  sliould  have  been  conferred  on 
Captain  Shreve.  Why,  I  am  unable  to  see.  I  presume 
Ite  ha^  no  right  to  the  appointment.   Nay,  such  an  &p> 

E ointment  would  have  been  manifestly  improper.  Had 
e  received  the  second  appointment,  he  could  not  bare 
performed  its  duties  wi(hout  neglecting  those  of  hit  first 
Appointment.  It  was  not  advisable  to  postpone  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  second  law,  until  the  first  was  completely 
executed.  I  will  not  queation  Captain  Shreve's  cjmpe- 
leoce  to  dtschaige  the  duties  incident  to  (he  executio-i  of 
either  law,  but  he  hai  not  power  to  perfbnn,  at  the  uroe 
(imr ,  the  duties  of  both,  which  might  require  h&  person- 
al uttendance,  in  places  one  thousand  milea  distan(  ftvm 
each  other.  The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  as  agent  a 
Mr.  Courtne}',  of  Alleghany  County,  Pennsylvania,  not  an 
obscure,  unknown  man,  as  the  gentleman  sneeringly  Eup- 
posed,  but  a  respectable  citizen,  one  who  had  been  unit* 
ed  several  yeara  since  by  tlie  Govonment  cS  Pennsylvania 
in  ft  Qommlssion  of  (Lree,  to  expend  ftn  appn^tiatiQii  made 


by  that  State  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  same  river. 
He  was,  iherefbre,  not  without  experience,  ah  hough  the 
gentleman  had  never  beard  of  him.  The  cei'fidenee  re- 
posed in  him  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylviuii^  m 
reference  to  aimikr  service,  I  think  was  entitled  to  as  muck 
respect-by  the  Seetvtaiy  ofWar,  as tbe  unknown  cireuM' 
sUnce,  now  alleged,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kenlucl? 
had  never  heard  of  him.  Without  charging  (his  officer 
with  any  derehction  of  duty,  bit  selection  ia  urged  ag«iMt 
the  Administntion,  as  evidence  of  usurpatiwi,  of  profliga- 
cy, and  ex(ravagance  >  This  ia  reall  V  one  of  tbe  oums- 
tieaoftite  tiroes,  for  the  diacovery  of  whidi  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  should  have  m<Ut.  It  would  be  & 
watte  of  time  to  say  more  on  this  point.  I  had  intended 
to  notice  the  lemarica  of  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  tbe 
extravagant  expen^tures  <rf  the  AdministFatioB  in  hohlin|^ 
Indian  treaties,  ami  for  the  journeys  of  the  clerk  connect- 
ed with  Indian  affairs.  Sir,  I  have  not  a  very  high  opin- 
ion of  the  individual  alloded  to.  I  may  be  preju^c«A 
against  him ,  but  I  do  not  think  veiT  h^ly  of  htm.  U  is 
not  my  purpose  to  defend  him,  but  barely  to  say,  (htf  1 
am  informed  the  gentleman  from  Kentuclqr  baaJallen  in^ 
to  gross  errorastotbeamoiintexpcndedeitherinboldinK 
the  treatiea,  or  performing  the  joumeya  alluded  to. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania,  [Mr.  Isokm]  in  (he 
remarks  he  made,  yesterday,,  aaid,  wKh  an  empliant  and 
manner  that  distinguish  luin»  that  one  member  of  the  ca- 
binet had  aaid,  about  the  time  of  the  elecUoa  for  PnM- 
dent,  in  reference  to  the  want  of  popwhvify  in  the  in^ 
vidual  selected,  *'give  m  tlie  pairo«sge,  and  we  will 
make  ourselves  popular."   Where isthe  evidenee  to  sus- 
tain this  accusation  .>   There  is  none.   1  do  notbeUeve  a 
word  of  it.    The  gentleman,  himself,  pretendstonoproof* 
except  that  found  in  the  party  publications  of  the  day- 
1  he  gendeman  aays,  furtlier,  that  (be  Adn»iHt(ntion  got 
the  power,  and  the  individuabeensponng  it  then  enter* 
ed  into  a  Holy  Alliance  against  vir(ae  and  intelligence  ; 
got  money  to  control  (he  press— to  reward  venal  writers 
for  traducing  innocent  females  !    The  gentleman  exhib- 
ited, on  this  occasion,  an  over  iseal,  little  creditable  to  M» 
cauae  or  this  place.    If  the  members  of  the  Adminirtra- 
(ion  have  en(ered  in(u  a  Holy  Alliance  of  this  ohataeter,, 
(he  People  slioukl  know  it   1  demand  (be  proof.  Who- 
were  tlie  parties  to  (hia  Holy  AlHance  }    When  and 
witere  was  i(  formed  >   Where  is  the  field  of  iu  open- - 
tions  ?    When  accusatiom  of  this  enormity  are  urged  io 
this  pUce  against  those  entrusted  with  (he  AdiaiiuMtap' 
(ion  of  our  Government;  ihoae  eiuoying  the  confidence 
of  the  People  t  tl>e  ornaments  of  the  age  we  live  In— the 
cause  of  (he  country,  (he  character  of  our  public  men,  the 
permanence  of  our  inslituiions,  the  frietida  of  freedom 
throughout  (he  world, all  uiM(e  in  theM»ll  for  prooi|;  and 
I  tell  the  gentleman,  (he  call  is  nut  answered  by  refcf 
ence  to  the  party  tiewspaper  bbels  of  the  day.  Some-" 
thing  more  is  necessary  to  stistun  such  acharge.  Strong- 
er evidence  is  required.    We  arc  charged  with  introduc- 
ing personalities  into  this  debate ;  but,  1  believe,  with- 
out foundation,  in  any  one  instance.    Do  geutlemen  sup- 
pose it  evidences  a  decorous  regard  for  order  and  deoeii'- 
cy,  to  rite  here,  and  fulnHnatcanathenaa  anunt  the  ofi- 
eers  of  Govtmment,  for  entering  into  a  holy  alliance' 
agwitst  virtue  and  intelligence,  for  com>ptiug  tite  presa, 
and  hiring  venal  wretches  to  traduce  femide  chanucter  ^ 
Are  we  to  ^t  quiet  under  ancb  imputations  *   Are  we 
to  rest  satisfied  under  (lie  assurance  that  (hey  are  based 
en  common  newspaper  libels  ?   1  have  heard  of  combi- 
n8(ionB,  or,  if  (he  gentleman  prefers,  a  Itoly  alliance  of 
fragments  of  adverse  poHtical  parties,  against  (he  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  People,  to  induce  (hem  to  ptiU 
down  the  present  Administration,  and  transfer  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Government  from  (hem  to  the  Al- 
lies I  1  have  heard  of  atiempU  to  *•  improve  the  confi- 
tion  of  the  Pren    ot  NbscriptioH  of  hirge  sums  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1445 


OF  DfiBA.TES  iN  CONaRESS. 


1446 


FBI.  6, 1828.1 


Retrtnchmeni. 


(H.or  R. 


to  control  its  action  t  and  we  all  heard  with  horror 
my  friend  from  Hassachiuetts  [Mr.  ETxarrrl  read  an  ex- 
tnct  from  a  pamphlet  pubUshed  by — I  will  not  say  a 
■•venal  wretch" — traducing  the  character  of  the  wife  of 
our  Chief  Ha^strate  t  but,  thank  God.  neitlierbave  con- 
nexion with  any  member  of  the  Administration.  If  the 
gentleman  would  crown  his  benevolent  efforts  with  an 
immediate  and  abundant  harvest*  his  prospects  of  sue- 
c«is  would,  dnubtleaai  improve,  if  he  pursued  hu  inqui- 
ries among  the  combined  force,  opposed  to  the  Admin- 
istration. 

Sir,  just  as  the  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  yester- 
diiy,  the  f^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  threw  himself  be- 
fore the  House,  and  tauntingly  accused  the  friends  of  the 
Adoiinist?aticm  .  with  "  backing  out,  "  and  seeking  a 
•*  cloak"  to  cover  and  to  cover  the  iniquities  and  en- 
ormities of  the  Administration,  because  we  wished  the 
'inquiry  to  be  cmied  back  to  1791,  to  a  period  embrac- 
ing former  Administrations.  Nut  one  half  hour  before 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivjw]  in  an  eloquent 
■Pffcal  to  the  Hoqse,  endeavored  to  sliow  that  the  Ad- 
ministration  «-as  unworthy  of  confidence,  because  it  had 
not  pursued  the  example  of  the  Administrations  of  Waah- 
ingtt*".  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Honroe.  These  charges 
of  extran^nce  and  profltga<7,  can  only  be  made  out  by 
Mmparison.  One  gentleman  contrasU  the  course  of  this 
Administration  with  that  of  former  ones,  and  another 
gantleman,  on  the  aame  side,  when  we  seek,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  contrast  is  well  founded,  to  inquire  what 
the  former  ones  did,  charges  us  with  seeking  for  a  cloak 
to  cover  our-  enormities  !  Admirable  connstency  this  ! 
The  Administration  is  to  be  pulled  down  for  deviating 
from  these  worthy  sxamptes,  and  yet,  when  we  ask  to  be 
informed  in  what  particular  the  Admiidsiration  has  devi- 
ated,  the  door  is  to  be  abruptly  shut,  not  a  ray  of  light 
is  to  be  shed  upon  the  inquiry.  Sir,  gemlemen  may 
pursue  their  own  course  t  but  such  injustice  is  too  pal- 
pable to  escape  the  reprobation  of  an  mtelligent  com- 
mnnity.  It  will  require  a  broad  cloak  to  sliield  those 
who  refiise  so  plun  an  act  of  justice  from  Uie  indignation 
of  the  People. 

The  gentleman,  1  beKevc,  adverted  to  the  appoint- 
ment,  by  the  nresent  Administration,  of  members  of 
Congress,  to  office— I  am  sure  the  gentleman  ftt>m  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smttb]  did— and  relied  upon  the  instances 
that  have  taken  place,  to  fix  upon  the  Administration  the 
charge  of  corruption.  Some  gentlemen  have  referred 
to  the  Adnmiislntion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  only  per- 
fect model  for  imitation.  I  admire  its  purity.  He  was 
chosen  by  this  House,  as  was  Mr.  Adams.  I  will  not  re- 
ly ou  my  memory,  in  reference  to  the  course  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son adopted  towards  members  that  voted  for  him,  and 
exerted  themselves  to  ensure  his  election ;  but  I  will 
read  some  extrscu  from  a  debate  in  this  House,  in  1803, 
'  on  the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary,  connected  with  this  snb- 
jeet.  They  are  from  one  whose  opinions  will  now  be  re- 
ceived, Bs  carrying  whh  them  great  authority— from  the 
remarks  of  one,  then  a  membtf  of  this  Hous^  from  the 
St^e  of  DeUwara,  now  no  more,  whose  ulents,  integri- 
ty, virtue,  aiKl  eloquence,  none  will  question — I  mean 
the  late  James  A.  Bayard.  In  debate,  on  the  20th  Feb- 
ruary, 1803,  he  said : 

**  The  ease,  ur,  to  wlitcli  i  refer,  carries  me  once  more 
to  the  scene  of  the  Prendential  election.  I  ihouM  not 
have  introduced  it  into  this  debate^  had  it  not  been  eall- 
ed  up  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  In 
that  scene,  I  had  my  part ;  it  was  a  part  not  barren  of 
incident,  and  which  has  left  an  impression  which  cannot 
easily  depart  Irom  my  recollection.  I  know  who  were 
rendered  important  characters,  either  from  the  posses* 
rion  df  pwsonal  mean^  or  fhim  the  accident  of  political 
Mtuation.  And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  mem' 
her  what  his  reOectioaa  and  belief  will  hi,  when  he  ob- 


serves that  every  man,  on  whose  vote  the  event  of  the 
election  hung,  has  since  been  distinguished  by  Presiden- 
tial favor  f  I  fear,  sir,  I  shall  violate  the  decorum  of  Par- 
liaraentiry  proceeding,  in  mentioning  names  ;  but  I  hope 
the  example  which  has  been  set  me,  will  be  admitted  as 
an  excuse.  Mr.  Charles  Pinckney,  of  South  Oarolina, 
was  not  a  me-nber  of  the  House,  but  he  was  one  rf  the 
moat  active,  efficient,  and  successful  prombtera  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  It  was  well  ascerUined  that 
the  votes  of  South  Carolina  were  to  turn  the  eqiial  bal- 
ance of  the  scales.  The  zeal  and  industry  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney had  no  bounds.  The  doubtful  politics  of  South  Ca- 
rolina were  decided,  and  her  votes  cast  into  the  scale  of 
Mr.  JefTerson.  Mr.  Pinckney  has  since  been  appointeil 
Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  to  the  Court  of  Hadriq  t  an  ap- 
pointment as  high  and  honorable  as  any  within  the  gift 
of  the  Executive.  I  will  not  deny  that  this  preferment 
is  the  reward  of  talents  and  services,  although,  «r,  I  have 
never  yet  heard'of  the  talents  or  services  of  Mr.  Charles 
Pinckney.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  know 
what  was  the  value  of  the  vote  of  Mr.  Claibor.ie,  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  vote  of  a  State  was  in  his  hands.  Mr  Clai- 
borne has  «nce  been  raised  tti  the  higti  dignity  of  Gover- 
nor of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  I  know  how  great,  and 
how  greatly  felt,  was  the  Importance  of  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Linn,  of  New  Jersey.  The  delegation  of  the  State  con- 
sists of  five  members.  Two  of  the  delegation  were  de- 
cidt;dly  for  Mr.  Jefferson  {  two  were  decidedly  (or  Mr. 
Bun*.  Mr.  Linn  was  conndered  as  inclining  to  one  side, 
but  still  doubtful.  Uoth  parties  looked  up  to  him  for  the 
vote  of  Mew  Jersey.  He  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  Linn  has  dnce  Itad  the  profitable  office  of  Supervi- 
sor of  his  District  conferred  tuion  htm."  Again,  he  says, 
"  I  shall  add  to  the  catalogue  out  tf^e  name  of  one  more 
gentleman,  Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  of  New  York.  I 
knew  well,  full  well  I  knew,  the  consequence  of  this  gen- 
tleman. His  means  were  not  united  to  his  own  vote  ( 
nay,  I  always  considered  more  than  Oie  vote  of  New 
York,  within  his  power.  Mr.  Livingston  has  been  made 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  New  York  t  the  road  of  pre- 
ferment has  been  opened  to  him,  and  his  hrother  has 
been  raised  to  the  distinguMied  pisce  of  Minister  Plent* 
poientiary  to  the  Fpench  Republic.  This  catalogue 
might  be  swelled  to  a  much  greater  mi^itude  {  but,  I 
fear,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  I  to  proceed  &rther,  it  might 
be  supposed  that  I  my&elf  harbored  the  uncharitable  sus- 
picions of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  of  the  purity  of  the 
gentlemen  whom  he  thought  proper  to  promote,  which 
it  is  my  design  alone  to  banish  from  the  mind  of  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Virginia."  Again,  he  says— 
"  The  present  Executive,  leaving  scarcely  any  excep- 
tion, has  appointed  to  office,  or  has  by  accident  indirect- 
ly gratified,  every  man  who  had  any  distingui^ed  means 
in  the  competition  for  the  Presidential  office,  of  decid- 
ing the  election  in  his  favor.  Yet,  sir,  all  this  furnishes 
too  feeble  a  presumption  to  warrant  me  to  express  a  sus- 
piaon  of  the  integrity  of  <i  R^at  officer,  or  of  the  pro- 
bity of  honorable  men,  in  the  diseluu^  of  the  high 
functions  which  they  had  derived  from  the  confidence  oif 
their  country." 

Sir,  I  will  not  detain  you  while  I  read  further.  I  com- 
mend the  example  of  him  from  [whose  remarks  1  have 
read  to  gentlemen,  as  worthy  to  be  followed.  But,  if  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jeff'erion  is  put  forth  as  the  only 
example  wwthy  of  imitation— and  I  ^mit  its  worth-4et 
gentlemen  apply  the  remarks  I  have  read  to  the  charges 
now  made  against  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  If  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  Minister  abroad  t  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Claiborne,  Governor  (  of  Mr.  Linn, 
Supervisor  ;  of  Mr.  Livingston,  who  wielded  more  than 
his  own  vote,  to  the  office  oif  District  Attorney )  and 
sen^ng  bis  hrother  Minister  to  Itaoce  i  he  no  evidenoe 
of  corruption  in  Mr.  JeArson,  or  of  tfaamselre^  I  ask, 
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with  what  face  it  can  be  claimed,  that  any  uppointment 
«  the  present  Prewdent,  from  memhers  of  Congress,  is 
evidence  of  comintion  in  him  or  them  >  TTie  safne  rule 
Hiould  be  applied  to  both.  Mr.  JefTerson  appointed 
more  members  of  Confess  to  office  than  the  pre- 
•ent  President  has.  I  do  believe,  sir,  that  men  of  parer 
patriotism,  of  a  more  aincere  love  of  coiiniiy,  are  not  to 
be  found,  than  the  nriembers  of  the  Administration,  and 
thoae  ifentlemen  on  this  floor,  [exchiding  myself  from 
the  number}  who  enga^d  in  electing-  him.  Shall  it  then 
be  a>id|  that  chains  of  ewniption,  founded  on  the  cir- 
cunHtance*  atten^ng  the  election  of  Mr.  JeflTenon, 
stronger  than  any  connected  with  the  elect'ioii  of  Hr. 
Adams,  are  to  be  scouted  u  unfounded  and  malignant. 


the  Constitution  ought  not  to  be  amended  in  the  provi- 
sions rehiting  to  the  election  of  Pnsident.  I  have  felt  the 
force  of  his  arifument.    What  do  I  now  hear    It  is  inor« 
danjrerotts  to  the  liberties  of  the  People  to  enter  the  Presi- 
dential  Chair  by  the  use  of  honest,  constitutional  memn^ 
than  by  open  resort  to  bargain,  intrigue,  and  eurruption. 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  alternative  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  placed  himself,  and  fVomwhichTaee  no  escape. 
Sir,  I  had  originally  intended  to  say  more  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsyliania,  ami  to  have  examined  his  hyper- 
criticism  upon  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  constniction  put 
upon  it  in  relation  to  outfits  (  but  my  fnend  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Baetlstt]  has  anticipated   me,  and 


,  _    me,  _ 

,   „          done  niuch  better  Justice  to  the  subject  than  I  could.  I 

While  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adahu,  they  are  to  be  received  will,  therefore,  ^eave  l>e  gentleman,  after  a  dngle  add^ 
*»  conclusive  proof?  •  tional  remark.    Reverting  to  the  former  merits  of  the 


Tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BircnjiirAs]  has 
told  you  he  had  no  knowledge  or  belief  in  the  charge  of 
bargain  and  intrigue,  as  connected  with  the  Preaidenital 
election. 

(Mr.  BUCHANAN  ex^biined.  He  thought  be  had 
been  sufficiently  explicit  in  what  he  said,  and  in  the  ex- 
planations he  had  given,  and  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  n  short  time  since,  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  He  had  said  that,  as  to  all  knowledge  of 
any  thing  improper,  or  any  bargain,  in  the  last  Presiden- 
tial Election,  he  disclaimed  it ;  he  knew  nothing  about 
it.  Re  would  not  impute  corruption,  but  had  argued 
the  question  on  the  danger  of  the  precedent  otdnc] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  thank  the  gentleman  ;  my  desire  is 
to  understand  him.  It  is  now  admitted  thut,  so  far  as  his 
knowledge  extends,  he  knows  nothing  of  any  corrupt 
harghin.  or  any  other  thing  impeaching,  in  any  degree, 
the  purity  oi  the  tnnsaction.  How,  then,  stands  the 
cage  t  llie  Fresklent  of  the  United  States  is  charged 
with  having  procun-d  his  office  by  means  of  a  corrupt 
batgain,  signed,  sealed,  and  executed  on  this  floor.  The 
gentleman  rises  and  disclaims  all  knowledge  of  any  bar- 
gain. Yet,  having  no  knowledge  of  corruption,  or  im- 
proper conduct,  (and  if  he  has  none,  I  pray  you  who 
has  ?)  he  says  the  President  and  liis  Administration  are 
unworthy  of  confidence.  If  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
truth  of  the  charge— if,  with  him,'  the  chatge  is  without 
a  ihadow  of  efioenee— ia  he  wilHng  to  set  himself  be- 
Ibre  the  countiy  as  drawing  inferences  of  guilt  from  facts, 
the  existence  of  which  he  denies— of  whnh  be  disclaims 
all  knowledge  or  belief !  Sir,  such  a  course  iii  my 
opinion,  unjust,  and  I  feel  impelled  by  a  strong  sense  of 
duty  to  meet  and  repel  both  the  argument  and  the  infer- 
ence. I  understood  him  to  say,  moveover,  that  the  si- 
tuation of  the  President  and  Secretary  was  worse  than 
it  would  have  been  if  there  hail  been  proof  of  a  corrupt 
iMtrgain. 

[Mr.  BUCHANAN  explained.  He  had  aaid  that,  admit- 
ting, for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  the  transaction  was 

£ure,  j-et  it  was  more  dangerous  than  if  it  was  pnived  tu 
e  corrupt,  because  under  such  a  precedent,  corruption 
would  fteal  into  the  country.  He  knew  he  was  correct, 
fi^m  the  notes  of  the  Reporter.] 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Sir,  I  uodersiand  the  Adminialratioit  ia 
allied  to  be  unworthy  of  confidence,  and  should  be  hunt- 
ed down  t  that  it  was  corrupt,  and  had  outnged  the  mor- 
a1  sense  of  the  community.  What  do  we  now  hear  >  Ad- 
mit that  the  transaction,  to  which  all  have  referred  as  the 
wigin  of  the  charge,  is  pure,  free  from  the  taint  of  corrup- 
tion, yet  its  tendency  is  to  introduce  conuption  !  Is  it,  Ir- 
deed,  true,  that  the  pursuit  of  pure,  honest,  upright,  con* 
atitutiofud  means  to  obtain  office  in  this  counfty,  is  mure 
dangerous  in  its  tendency  and  influence  than  the  employ- 
ment of  foul,  dishonorable,  corrupt  means,  to  attain  the 
end  i  Sir,  I  can  neither  admit  nor  believe  it.  1')ie  coun- 
try vill  not  credit  It.  I  have  heard  the  gentleman,  in 
AO*  of  bis  happiest  moods^  support  the  proposition  that 


Reverting 

Secretary  of  State,  the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  ihmk  hw. 
sins  are  not  unpardonable.  When  the  Administration  of 
which  he  is  a  member  shall  be  pulled  down  and  destroy- 
ed, and  the  great  danger  *.f  the  precedent  it  removed, 
then  the  gcntlenian  is  willing  he  should  return  to  this 
House,  to  fight  by  his  side,  and,  afUr  due  probation,  and 
lime  for  repentance,  that  he  shoiiUl  Se  promoted  to  some 
more  elevated  station.  As  a  fHend  of  that  distinguished 
individual,  I  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the  gentle- 
man. Gratifying  as  it  would  be  to  him  to  fight  by  the 
side  of  the  gentfeman  from  Pennsylvania  in  this  Qoosc.  it 
is  probable  no  future  event  will  afford  the  opportunity. 
But  to  my  underbbtnding,  sir,  there  are  tinerring  indi<^- 
ticns  that,  as  fiure  as  he  hves,  the  time  will  come,  and  tltat, 
too,  at  no  very  remote  period,  when  the  calummators 
of  that  greut  and  good  man,  who  has  been  pun>aed 
with  a  degree  of  mulignity  wiiliout  parallel,  will  be 
silenced  j  when  his  exalted  merits  and  important  tcrvicea 
will  be  properly  aiipreciated  by  his  felhiw  oitixcn'i,  and 
rewarded  by  his  elevation  to  the  first  office  in  their  gifL 
And  when  that  lime  shall  arrive,  I  shall  expect  to  find  the 
gentleman,  convinced  of  his  purity,  supporting  the  beat 
inlereht  of  the  cotintrj-,  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  p^th 
ciples  of  his  Administration. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivss]  whose  elo- 
quence yesterdJiy  riveited  the  attention  of  the  House,  with 
a  force  and  perspicuity  peculiarly  his  own,  endeavored 
to  prove  (he  Administration  profligate  and  extravagant, 
by  comiiar'son  c^f  the  expenditures,  be.  of  other  Ad- 
ministrations with  those  of  this.  I  shall  not,  after  theat- 
teiiliun  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  undertake  to  follow  him  in  detail,  nor  indeed 
could  I  do  so,  without  time  to  examine  the  documents  to 
which  he  referred.  There  arc  a  few  points,  which,  I  be- 
lieve, were  not  noticed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Hampshire,  to  which  alone  I  will  ask  your  attention.  The 
gentleman  urged,  among  other  reasons,  why  frequent  in- 
quiry was  necessaiy  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Admim- 
tration,  that  our  revenue  resulted  from  indirect  taxation — 
that,  if  it  sprung  from  diiect  taxation,  the  call  of  the  tax 
gatherer  would  enable  the  People  to  see,  and  feel,  and  to 
connect  their  conlribuiioiis  witlt  the  expenditures.  The 
gentleman  did  not  say,  nor  do  I  know  such  to  be  hia 
opinion,  that  we  ought  to  resort  toa^stemof  direct  tax- 
ation, instead  of  onr  present  method.  If  luch  i»  hb  opm- 
ion,  I  oppose  to  It  that  of  Mr.  JelTerson,  and  that  of  the 
ReptibUcan  party  in  former  times.  I  remember  well.  Sir, 
the  time,  when  party  spirit  in  this  country  ran  so  high, 
that  even  ladies  wore  different  cockades  as  badgea  of 
parly  attachment  i  and  to  have  seen  them  meet  at  the 
Church  door,  and  violently  pluck  the  badges  frum  one 
another's  bosoms.  Then  I  heard  tt  was  a  Federal  doe- 
trine  that  our  revenue  should  be  raised  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  not  by  duties  on  imports  i  but  that  doctrine  was 
abandoned  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power*-thc  di- 
rect tax  laws  \vere  repealed,  and  they  have  never  been 
resorted  to  unce,  except  in  time  of  war.  Sofelf 
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gcntknun  voald  not  hare  (hen  restored.  The  gentle- 
BMn,  adverting  to  the  course  of  tile  Adminiitration 
amongst  matters  uived  to  prove  it  uniforthy  of  confi 
dence,  said,  that,  vhen  men  had  crept  into  office  by  cor 
nipt  means,  tliev  would  find  money  enough  to  reward  all 
who  had  assiated  in  their  elevation,  and  to  qiitet  all  dia- 
kppointed  i;andidateB  for  office.  What  it  intended  to  be 
inferred  from  this  ?  Does  he  mean  that  the  Ptviident  has 
found  moner  to  diatribute  as  rewards  to  those  who  asaiBt- 


*ir,  nut  one  :  and  as  to  disappointed  candidates,  we  have 
nuraeroua  living  witneSKes  aboiit  us  to  prore  that  they 
havenot  been  quieted.  The  geBtleman  has  animadvertett, 
with  more  asperity  than  he  tisually  employs,  upon  what 
he  terms  lawless  constructions  of  the  Constitution  ami 
laws,  adopted  by  the  Administration  to  e\tend  its  power 
and  patronage.    What  are  Ifiwless  constructions  /  Who 
has  the  lawful  right  to  Construe  the  Constitution  and  taws 
in  reference  to  the.  discharge  of  the  Executive  fimotions 
of  this  Government,  but  the  Preudent,  with  h»  Cabinet? 
They  may  err  in  construing  the  Constitution  or  laws,  but 
their  construction  is  nut  lawleas.    Tlicse  lawless  con- 
structions— these usurpationsofthe  Executive — have  bern 
earried  to  aiich  lengths     to  call  for  the  interference  of 
the  People  to  arrest  their  progreso,  as  an  act  of  self-pre- 
aervation.    llie  gentleman  gives  ss  an  instance  of  thii 
lawless  conalruction  and  iiaurpation,  which  he  thinks  was 
never  before  urged,  the  appointing  foreign  Ministers  on 
original  mianons  in  the  recess  of  tbe  Senate.  Sir,  I  have 
thought,  for  many  years  the  exercise  of  ihb  power  by 
the  Executive  was  nut  strictly  warranted  by  Ihe  Conatitu< 
tion  I  but  it  has  been  malniatned  by  many  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  country,  and,  because  1  do  not  agree  in  their 
construction,  it  gives  me  no  right  to  dcnoifnce  their  con 
■truction  as  lawless.    The  gentleman  must  know  that 
this  power  was  exercised  by  Wa^ington  aiul  Jefferson, 
Mid,  I  believe,  by  every  Executive  Knee  the  organization 
of  the  Government.     The  Russian  Mediation  Hissioit, 
which  terminated  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  waa  originat- 
ed by  Mr.  Madison  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and,  un- 
less my  memory  is  faithless  "one  of  the  Commisstunen, 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  whose  nomination  was  afterwards  Buhmit> 
ted  to  the  Senaie.  and  rejected  by  ttiat  body,  was 
nevertheless,  coininued  in  the  Commission,   ana  paid. 
If  the  construction  of  Mr.  Adams  is  lawless,  and  he 
m  usurper,  then  was  the  coitstniction  of  Wasliingtoii, 
Jefferson,  Madison,  lawless  itnd  they,  too,  were  usur- 
]wrs.* 

*  PnMident  Adam*  hu  bwn  aeeoMd  oromrpation,  and  lawkM  ai- 
MinpiiMi  ol  ■■tfaoriir,  natbecaaM  kekas  appmnMd  «nj  Airipi  min- 
Mnrin  tbe  mvM  of  ib« Senate, on  anew  ororicinal  mwdun,  but 
beeauae,  in  bu  mnuge  to  Congmt,  in  DMcmber,  ISSJ,  relating 
(o  tbe  tiivitatHRi  (o  meet  tbe  Souib  Ameriean  State*  hi  a  ConrrvM, 
ta  be  beld  at  Panama,  be  Mid,  tbe  inriiatMH  ha*  been  aeeenirif,  and 
M mitten  on  the  part  uf  the  United  Siatea  will  be  eommfaiianed  W 
aitcnd  at  tbete  deliberatMn*,  and  to  uke  pan  In  them,  w  fhr  ai  mar  l>« 
aaapatibla  wiih  ibat  uentnliijr  from  whieb  it  b  neither  our  ii^ 
inHktn,  nor  tli«  dMir«  of  tbe  other  Ameriean  Statea,  that  we  thoubl  de. 
part.-' 

Prwidem  Waihinftoii  eomroanieatnl  to  tbe  Senate,  in  Febraarv, 
ini,  tha  difleiillin  ihat  bad  aUicd  batween  the  Kinadvin  oT  JNino. 
talaaaibB  United  Statea,  and  in  bia  wieaaay,be»ar»  t Oa  aoadder. 
Mwa  oral)  the  aiKumstaneet.  I  have  detennianl  to  aeoede  u  tbe 
dmfc  or  the  Court  of  Litbon."  And  be  eunelnd^,  "  I  have, 
tkenlbre,  nontiiatcd  Darid  HaBMlnm  Mniaier  miteit  from 
ibe  United  Slate*  to  her  Mum  FaitUbl  Mwii^j  the  Queen  of  Por. 
tdgal."  Lrtaiti- impartial  mmcuiiimtlkelancuareof  the  twoPnai. 
denta. 


Bear  Momi.  in  im,  nc  an|WBiM  a  aiiMwn  M  MMttcco,  and  ap- 
|«inkd  Tboana  Barclay,  Couaiil,  la  ncgMinte,  in  ilw  mm  of  tbe 

rr«dd«nt  JefferwH,  darin;  tbe  firu  rr«e*i  uTtha  Senate,  after  hi* 
lujru ration,  appoint^  twenir^bur  Comula  and  Commereial  Afent*, 
duftrent  pnru  of  the  world,  lia  of  whoaa  were  ortgiml  appoini^ 


uiau 
to 


psBts  u  f  lasM  whenaatb  oMaen  rnuthaUniied  SMicabaduM  bwa 
trm  btmw.  In  Ha/,  isoi,  Mr.  J*«r*oa,  In  the  leeess  oTih*  aenaw, 


I  now  come,  sir,  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginis  IMr. 
RivDOUR.]  I  regret  that  1  have  not  been  able  to  get  the 
floor,  when  the  gentleman  was  in  his  seat,  that  I  might 
have  paid  my  respects  when  he  was  present.    l't»me  to 
him  now  last  in  order,  considering  him  the  coihmanding 
^neral  of  the  Opptsition  force,  ami  occupying  the  iioai- 
tion  of  a  ctHnmander,  in  the  rearot  bia  troops  controlling 
their  moveroentSf  issuing  his  orders  t  directing  one  subalt- 
ern where  and  how  to  move  his  forces  i  admonishing  ano> 
ther  to  due  and  proper  caution,  and  to  follow  his  lead* 
er  ;  nodding  approbation  to  a  tbirtl,  and  prompting  hitn 
to  ezlraordinar)-  exertion  f  example!  of  which,  the  gen* 
tieman  lias  given  us  in  this  debate.    Since  the  fiulure  of 
tbe  motion  tu  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  tha  gentle* 
man  has  become  a  warm  and  zealous  friend  of  retrench- 
ment and  economy,  a  bitter  enemy  ot  profligacy  and  ex- 
travagance.  I  am  gfatd  of  this.    1  will  nut  attempt  toan* 
swerbislato  arguments  on. the  subject  t  bat,  I  hope  I 
ritall  not  be  deemtd  cut  nf  order,  it  I  make  liim  answer 
himself.    His  mind,  I  believe,  has  undetgone  an  almost 
total  revolution  in  a  few  years,    in  the  debate  on  the 
Compensation  Bill  in  Ihia  Hotise,  in  1816,  the  gentleman 
is  reported  to  have  said,  amongat  a  great  many  other 
things — "  the  present  system  might  du  for  maintainuig 
Bohliers,^  or  tlay-Iabarers  but  not  for  men  of  our  time  m 
life,  and  of  our  State."    Here  the  gentleman  exhibits  a 
commendable  State  ptiiie,  and  a  proper  regard  for  State 
rights  (the  rushtunable  doctrine  of  the  day)  and  of  our  dtg. 
nity.  Again,  he  says,  "  the  salariea  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment were  notoriuualy  Biuinty,and  though  Jie  would  ra- 
ther see  Ihe  salary  a  disgrace  to  the  man,  titan  the  man 
a  disgrace  to  the  office,  he  would  give  the  public  ser- 
vants such  sabu-ies  as  would  enable  them  to  live  u  ithnut 
imputation  uf  dishonor  :  for,  he  adced,  what  man  can  lire 
here  on  $5,000  a  year  i    He  may  brealhe  on  it,  but  wlio 
can  keep  a  fitmily,  rent  a  house,  furnish  it,  keep  an 
equipage,  give  and  r<.-ce)ve  entertainments  on  tlut  an- 
nual amount  ^   A  five  penny  bit  would  be  just  as  ade* 
(|uate  to  that  purpose."   Again,  having  piuposed  an 
Kmendment,  as  lie  said,  "  merely  a«  a  gviettu  to  tender 
consciences"  he  thought  91500  an  insufficient  compen- 
sation, and  said  "there  was  no  profession;  scarcely,  by 
which  a  man  could  not  earn  ilSOO  in  six  months  and  do 
it  much  more  pleasantly,  too,  than  by  cuming  here." 
Again,  **bts  only  objection  to  the  bill  was  that  it  had 
not  made  the  compensation  $3,500,  instead  of  91500 — 
then  a  man  might  come  here  with  something  like  the 
prospects  of  home."    As  tu  the  compensation  of  the 
Speaker,  and  President  of  tbe  Senate,  he  said,  "be 
should  have  Tiked  the  bill  better,  if  it  had  given  $5,000  to 
each.    The  Speiker,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  enabled 
take  a  House,  and  reside  here  as  a  great  officer  ahould 
do."   These  quotations  may  be  aufficient  to  show  the 
love  of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  the  perfect  con- 
sistency of  the  present  leader  of  the  opposition  party.  I 

Inatituud  tbe  office  of  Seeretarv  of  Legation,  and  comntlwioned  Tbo- 
ma*  Snmpter,Jr.  Sremarr  oT  the  Legation  to  Fraaee;  and  in  Aueuu, 
inibeMMme  rMr.bcin  iilce  manner  euJoatiMioned  JohnGrahun  toibe 
tame  office  at  Madrid. 

Prr*id<^t  Maditon,  in  IIU,  MAmlnioned  life*«r*.  Adam*,  Oallaiin, 
and  Ba^rdrio  iresi  with  areni  Biitain,  under  tbe  RoMiaa  mediation. 
It  i*  a  (ingalar  fteifin  relation  tothi*  nitiion,  that  theanit-^ar  partr 
in  the  Senate,  in  tB14,  led  by  Mr.  Gurr,  of  MamcbuteMi,  atucked 
PreiideniMadlMiBforcxeicHinftUapuwrr,  ami  be  wa«  tuatained  br 
the  nttire  Repulillean  partjr. 

The  trcatjr  with  Spain,m  which  Fbrida  wa*  «t-d«d  to  the  Utiltid 
State*  pruvlded  fur  iiutitatiay  a  «oiai»i*«iM  to  ■•certain  Ae  eliJma 
trfeurettisemagainn  Spain,  M**beappoimed  bgr  the  Preaideni,  hv 
andwlih  Ibe  adviaeaM  eoasnil  af  ibeBenate,"^  PmMent  Itoww 
ewnmiscioned.  aaiauf  lithers  MvMn.  TaHwHIand  While,  now  of  tiw 
SensM,  to  fill  this  new  oflhs  >n  iba  tccoa  of  the  Senats  and  of  Mttran 
withoot  fu  Mnwmt  and  advice,and  ther  earned  npoa  iJm  datM  «r  thnr 
ofitee. 

It  would  *well  tbe  limluof  siioietoomaeh  toenlargir  upon  ibeeser- 
eiw  oTtbi*  power.  Further  infbnnatiuB  oanh*  Ibund^in  tbe  l»tb 
votamof  Walt*^  State  Fanm,  and  a  Hit  orappatatoMH*  an  lo  uu, 
ia  tenaw  Boaaaa  nt*  State  hpen,  Sd  «*srtisi,  Uih  Coaptas  No.  17/- 
JTiW  ay  Jfr*  IT'. 
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wiU  make  one  other  quotation,  mf,  to  ihov  hit  regard 
for  the  will  ihe  People,  which  ts  now  so  much  harped 
upon.  In  the  same  debate,  in  reply  to  a  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  be  said,  **  the  gentleman  bad  adviied  us 
to  go  home  and  consult  our  constituents.  Consult  them  for 
what  <  For  four  pence  halfpenny.  Instead  of  receiving 
instnictions  from  his  constituents  on  tbit  subject,  be  would 
instruct  them."  The  gentleman  from  penn^lvania,  [Mr. 
BocBAifis]  said,  if  these  things  are  done  in  the  green 
tree,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  the  dry  ?  Ifthese  re- 
marks kre  to  be  considered  as  having  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Rakdouh^  in  4he  green  tree, 
vre  need  not  feel  any  surprise,  at  what  falls  from  him  now 
in  the  dry. 

The  gentleman  said  the  other  day,  in  the  notice  he  con- 
descended to  take  of  my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr. 
Visca]  he  did  not  regret  the  vote  he  gave  against  the  ad. 
mission  of  Ohio  into  (he  Union — if  it  were  to  do  overs- 
gain.  hj6  would  do  the  same  thing — he  never  would  vote 
for  the  admission  of  another  new  State.  Sir,  I  represent  a 
portion  of  one  of  these  new  States,  and,  for  myself  and 
my  constituents,  I  claim,  and  will  ezerdse  equal  rights 
and  privileges  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  with 
any  otiier  gentleman,  fiom  any  one  of  tbeoJtf  tiirUen 
S/ata.    We  came  into  the  Union  upon  a  footing  of  per- 
fect e(^Hality,  and  we  intend  to  maintain  a  perfect  equali- 
ty of  rights.  I  should  be  gratified  to  know,  if  the  People 
uf  the  ruw  States  are  to  consider  this  declaration  of  the 
leader  uf  the  party  as  a  declaration  of  hostility  by  the  par- 
ty against  them.  Be  it  so.  if  they  will.   I  liave  heard  the 
gentleman,  on  a  former  occasion,  speak  contemptuously 
of  the  People  of  Ohio  and  the  Western  country,  and  ex- 
ert hl»  greate«t  power  to  bring  them  into  ridicule.  He 
remarked  upon  their  dress  and  manners — iheir  hunting 
shirts,  moccasins,  tlieir  leggins,  their  sculping  knives, 
and  tomahawks,  and  rifles  ;  their  half  savage  ferocity. 
Sir,  I  like  the  bJunt  bonesjly  uf  this  representative  from 
one  of  the  M  tkirieen.    If  the  gentleman  feela  his  digni- 
ty  lessened  by  Sitting  here  wita  the  Representatives  of 
these  half  savage,  hunting  shirt,  and  moccasin  men,  he 
must  try  to  bear  with  it  the  best  way  he  can.   We  may 
improve  our  looks  and  mend  our  munners  after  a  little 
longer  irtercourse  with  the  gentleman,  and  other  mem- 
bers from  the  old  thirteen  States.   Whatever  opinion  he 
ma^  have  of  tba  RcpKaentatives  from  the  West,  if  he  will 
visit  the  country,  and  see  the  People,  witness  their  in- 
dustry, observe  tlieir  love  of  order  and  decency,  and  par- 
take of  their  hospitalily  and  abundance,  his  respect  for 
them  will  increase  ;  but  they  will  not  part  with  any  por- 
tion of  ilieir  political  rif^hts,  nnr  consent  to     placed  here 
in  any  degrading  relation.    On  another  occasion,  I  have 
heard  of  the  gentlen.an's  speaking  of  the  non-slave  hold- 
ing Sutcs,  somethinr  like  this — I  quote  from  memory. 

Yuu  of  the  North  have  divided^  we  of  the  South  have 
*■  united,  and  can  always  unite—we  have  diviiled  and 
*'  conquered  you  once,  and  we  can  do  it  again.  When 
*'  we  conquer  yon  once  more,  we  will  drive  you  to  the 
*<  wall  i  and  when  we  get  you  there,  we  will  nail  you  to 
••the  counter  like  base  money."  We  shall  see,  perhaps, 
<:re  lon^t  whether  the  People  of  the  non  slave  holding 
States  vill  be  agun  divided,  driven  to  the  wall,  and  bail- 
ed to  the  counter  like  base  money,  at  the  will  of  the 

fentleman.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  thraats  uf  this 
ind  are  to  he  carried  into  execution  and  submitted  to— 
if  they  are,  the  People  of  those  States  will  richly  deserve 
to  be  nailed  down  like  base  money  t  tUey  will  be  unde- 
serving the  privjleges  of  freemen. 

The  gentleman  mcourses  upon  matters  and  tilings  in 
general,  and  is  exceedingly  liappy  in  beinjf  ahoavt  in  or- 
der.  When  the  resolutions  were  in  their  original  shape, 
such  discourse  wa»  according  to  their  lotttf.  K  will  not 
undertake  to  follow  his  course.  In  a  few  sehtenecs,  the 
other  day,  he  brought  tt^ther,  in  tinguhrtehtlon  to 


each  other  and  the  subject,  Peter  Porcupine,  the  Bssex 
Junto,  Polyphemus,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  me  Jackson  Par- 
ty, Pivdy,  and  the  horse  Eclipse.  Politics,  like  misery, 
brings  one  acquainted  with  strange  companions.*  I  have 
lately  heard  a  great  many  jockey  and  gaming  phraaea  in- 
troduced into  debate,  by  gentlemen,  but  I  little  ex:pect- 
ed  they  would  introduce  jockey  rid  era  and  race  horses 
into  our  discussions.  We  have  one  instance  recorded  of 
an  attempt  to  make  a  horse  a  Senator,  and  to  clothe  him 
in  official  robes  i  but  I  cannot  suppose  the  gentleman, 
much  aa  he  admires  Eclipse,  would  confer  -Senatorial 
dignity  upon  him,  or  bring  him  into  this  House.  The 
gentleman  saya  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are  not 
to  be  reduced  but  by  the  election  of  the  Opposition  ean< 
didaie,  and  i^in  reducing  our  expenditures  to  specific 
appropriatkms,  avoiding  contingent  flinds  and  constrac> 
trve  powers.  On  this  subject,  I  will  refer  the  gentleman 
to  the  accounts  of  Qenend  Jackson  for  holding  Indian 
Treaties,  while  enjoying  the  full  pay  and  emoluments 
of  a  Major  General  j  his  travelling  expenses  from  Nash< 
ville  to  New  York,  and  to  his  expenses  of  many  dollar* 
for  wine  and  other  -luzurics  to  supply  table,  wliile 
Governor  of  Florida,  and  receiving  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  his  station.  I  do  not  complain  of  these  allow- 
ances (they  were  doubtless  made  for  good  cause  t  but.  if 
the  accounts  of  Ur.  Adams,  and  the  allowances  to  him 
prove  him  unfit  for  the  Presidency,  these  claims  of  Gener- 
al Jackson,  and  allowances  to  him,  eannotgofarto  prove 
him  better  qualified.  I  think  none  will  be  able  to  find 
either  usage,  or  legal  provision,  or  specific  appropria* 
.  tion,  for  these  expenditures. 

Considering  tlie  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  I  hope  he  will  not  consider  me  out  of 
the  rules  of  common  courtesy,  if,  while  t  congratulate  him 
and  his  friends  on  the  remarkable  ease  with  which  he  dis- 
charges his  duty  as  learler,  and  his  increased  activity  h\ 
the  good  cause,  I  offer  him  my  condolence  on  the  di^cut- 
ties  which  8o  much  afflicted  him  when  Iw  appeared  aioon^ 
us  yestenlay.  These  difficulties  which  disturb  him  so 
much,  are  only  those  incident  to  his  station  as  head  of  the 
political  family  :  these  little  "hmily  jars"  will  happen  in 
the  best  regulated  families :  they  should  be  expected,  and 
the  gentleman  should  not  aUow  them  to  throw  him  into 
such  violent  agitation  :  be  will  soon  become  familiar  with 
them.  Surely,  he  who  can  keep  young  docton  from  ad* 
ministering  medicine,  call  in  llie  politicu  hounds  from  tbo 
chase,  ana  whip  stragglers  within  the  lines,  at  his  plea* 
aure;  should  bear  such  trifling  crosses.  In  the  report  ob< 
jected  to,  the  gentleman  complwna  that  he  is  made  to 
say  he  ofTered  himself  a  volunteer  witness  on  the  cliaige 
of  corruption.  If  he  was  not  a  volunteer  witneas,  pray 
what  sort  of  witness  was  he  ?  His  attendance  had  not 
been  coerced,  by  subpoena  or  otherwise.  He  took  the 
stand  and  gave  his  evidence  without  compulsion.  I  cer- 
tainly would  not  be  guilty  of  testifying  the  general  credit 
of  the  paper  that  the  gentleman  handled  yesterday  with 
gloves  on,  as  if  it  were  unsafe  to  touch  it  with  tonga  «  yc-t 
I  believe  a  lai^e  portion  of  the  House  understood  him  to 
say  pretty  much  wliat  he  is  reported  to  have  said — elae, 
what  relation  to  the  subject  had  his  declaration  that  he 
knew  something  of  a  corrupt  bamin  between  two  cf  the 
high  contracting  parties  ?  Why  did  he  say  it  was  just  be- 
fore the  elef  tion,  when  Mr.  Crawford  obstinately  refused 
to  die,  while  it  was  uncertain  how  the  vote.of  Louiwana 
had  been  given,  and  who  would  be  the  third  candidate 
returned  to  tlie  House  '  But,  sir,  as  the  witness  dcsirea 
the  privilege  of  explaining  away,  or  taking  back  what  it 
was  understood  he  siud,  I  will  not  hold  him  to  the  sthte- 
ment  From  what  he  now  says,  it  appears  be  knows  no- 
thing relevant  to  the  siibject  in  dispute,  I  should  have 
called  the  gentleman  to  order  yesterday  for  his  remarks, 
if  he  had  not  volunteered  himself,  and  being  then  giving 
testimony  to  sttiltify  the  ofBcial  organ     his  party.  On 
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thu  account  I  left  it  to  otben  to  inteHere.   I  hope  the 
fentlentan  will  not  despair  :  lie  hu  reuon  to  be  encour- 
aged :  hit  KRUukf  of  ycfterday  Iwve  already  produced  an 
inpoitant  effect.    He  haadnwnto  himself  the  encour- 
»giitg  notice  of  the  Editor  upon  whom  he  commented. 
In  the  paper  <^  this  morning,  the  Editor  remarks  upon  the 
proceedings  of  yesterday,  from  which  I  will  read  a  pas- 
ugt  or  two  1  "We  say,  we  consider  the  manner,  as  welt 
ai  the  occasion,  partjcutarly  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Bandolph. 
He  knowi^  and  m  doei  every  meadier  of  the  Senate,  that 
be  IS  more  indebted  to  tbii  pa]>er,  than  to  any  individual, 
for  a  disinterested  vindication  of  that  repuution  upon 
which  he  places  so  high  an  estimate."   Again,  he  says  : 
"It  was  iherefore,  un^unate  for  Mr.  Randolphi  that  he 
ihoukl  have  impeached,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
chosen  to  do  it,  the  oviv  press  which,  at  ttus  place,  has 
wetenied  a  bacrler  to  die  accumulated  calumnica,  that, 
out  for  ue^  would  have  crushed  him  to  the  earth.  We 
bive  defended  him  when  his  favorite  press,  in  bis  own 
State,  bu  faultered."   Sir,  how  oould  the  gentleman  fed 
jtistified  in  waging  war  upon  a  press  that  had  so  mag- 
nanimousty  sustained  him,  and  but  for  wliicli  he  woukl 
have  been  crusUed  to  tlie  earth  >   But,  let  the  gentle- 
man be  encouraged  i  he  will  yet  be  sustained  by  the  same 
press :  bis  ofTence,  thought  great,  will  be  foiviven— not 
reren^.   Nay,  tb«  gentleman  has  cause  for  gratula- 
lion,  in  having  met  to  magnanimous  an  antagonist.  He 
lias  even  excited  his  companion,  and  drawn  forth  his 
pity.   I  will  read :  ".We  know  the  causes  which  operate 
upon  a  aenaibility  too  easily  excited  at  all  times,  and  ren- 
dered, at  this  moment,  more  irritable  by  disease,  have  led_ 
to  Ibis  attack.    Were  we  to  act  under  a  wmilar'impulse,' 
we  would  leave  Mr.  R.  to  hia  fiite «  we  would  silence  our 
press  as  to  him  i  but  we  act  from  higher  and  nobler  mo- 
tives.*' Here  is  a  magnanimity  that  is  truly  praiseworthy, 
whicli,  1  hope,  will  reassure  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
be  will  not  l>e  left  to  his  fate.   The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  has  been  in  public  life  a  tburth  of  a  century, 
will  not  be  crushed  into  tbe  eartt!  {  will  not  be  left  to  his 
hte.    Howgenerotia!   These  Editor*  will  sustain  him 
for  the  eauge  they  unite  with  him  in  supporting  !  1  can* 
not  take  leave  of  the  gentleman,  without  recommendiiw 
to  him  amidst  the  difficulties  that  perplex  him,  the  appli- 
cation of  the  legal  maxim  he  called  your  attention  to  tlie 
other  day,  "De  mwimU  non  curat  lex.** 

I  have  now  done  with  this  Uiin^  forever— I  hope  no 
one  will  mistake  the  matter  to  which  I  allude  i  I  have 
done  with  tliis  thing-^t  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia— him  I  hope  to  meet  <>ften,  in  gooj  health,  and.to 
unite  with  liim  in  tbe  work  of  reform. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  rose  and  said:  I  hope  that  the  wish  of 
the  member  from  Oliio  will  be  gratified,  and  that  he  may 
be  destined  to  meet  my  friend  troin  Virj^nia,  [Mr.  R*ii- 
douhI  on  this  floor.  But,  when  he  desires  tu  signalize 
hia  vafor  by  such  a  rateontrtt  I  trust  he  will  meet  him 
tiice  to  face,  and  not  assvl  him  behind  his  back. 

Mr.  KREMKH  said,  by  this  time,  doubtless,  the  House  is 
ready  to  inquire  whether  I  .have  risen  again,  at  this  late 
hour,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  resolution.  No  t  I  have 
not  risen  for  that  purpose.  U  would  be  paying  but  liitle 
respect  to  the  understanding  of  the  House  were  I  to  at- 
tempt to  sited  any  additional  light  upon  this  subject.  It 
has  been  fully  discussed.  And  1  had  hoped  tbe  speaking 
mania  had  ceased.  In  this  eipectation  I  have  been  dis- 
appointed. I  now  feel  it  necessary  to  take  notice 
of  tlie  gentleman  from  Obio^  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  because,  hU 
though  on  certain  occasions,  and  towards  certain  men, 
ailence  speaks  a  wgnilicant  language,  its  meaning  is  not 
always  understood,  and  any  answer  being  an  act  of  avil- 
ity,  I  take  notice  of  tbe  gentleman,  lest  he  might  think 
hinuelf  neglected.  I  wUl  not  fidlow  bim  through  his 
vcty  lengthy  ipeech,  which  contained  neither  a^ment, 
reason,  nor  amusement. 


The  gentleman  ftom  Otuo  has  told  us,  that  the  People 
will  decide  this  question.  I  have  no  doubt,  s'r,  that  tbe 
People,  in  1^8,  will  measure  that  justice  to  the  younger* 
which  they  meted  out  to  the  elder  Adams,  in  1800.  He 
tells  us  that  there  is  no  comiption  here  !  Shall  I  enter  into 
an  argument  to  prove  that  two  and  two  make  four  }  Could 
that  render  this  truth  more  clear  ?  Shall  1,  by  the  force 
of  argument,  undertake  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  sun  f  . 
Yet,  sir.  that  is  not  mure  clear  than  the  comiption  of 
this  coalition.  What!  Have  we  not  seen  the  Speaker 
of  this  House,  who  held  an  influence  over  five  Western 
States,  make  the  Preudent  of  this  Union  }  And  have 
we  not  seen  bim  receiving  the  price  which  it  was 
"  said  and  believed"  would  be  paid  for  his  abandonment 
of  duty  to  his  constituents  ?  'And  yet,  the  gentleman  says 
that  he  cannot  believe  t  and  that  there  is  no  proof !  Doea 
the  gentleman  expect  that  witnesses  were  eriled  to  «^thew 
the  danc  deed  ?  No^  vitneises  are  never  called  on  Mch 
occasions  !    Deeds  of  darkness  shun  the  day. 

I  have  seen  queer  things  in  my  time.  Tlie  gentleman 
has  read  long  extracts  from  newspapers,  and  favoured  us 
with  a  huge  pile  of  books.  1  do  not  know  why  that  huge 
pile  was  brought  here,  unleits  it  was  expected  that  the 
House  would  receive  a  mass  of  books  for  ai^umsnt  To 
this  huge  pile,  I  can  only  oppose  a  single  extract  from  a 
newspaper.  Ye^  Mr.  Speak«-,  I  have  seen  many  queer 
things— and  I  hold  one  now  in  my  buid,  which  I  will 
read.  It  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  distin< 
guished,  although  not  an  eminent  lawyer*  as  be  bimseU 
has  said,  a  member  of  this  House. 

{Ur.  KRBHER  then  read  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  written  by  Jno.  C.  Wright  to  Charles  King,  Speak* 
er  of  the  House  of  Representauves  of  the  Ohio  Legislature, 
and  dated  at  Waslilngton  City,  January  30tli,  - 1837,  as 
quoted  by  Hr.  King  in  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Uni. 
ted  SUtcs' Telegraph,  dated  Chillicothe,  May  17, 1837  :] 
**  It  has  probably  been  determined  that  Old  Hickory 
shall  not  be  withdrawn.  We,  of  Ohio,  I  believe  bad  bet- 
ter stand  aloof,  and  let  litem  poll.  We  have  little  interest 
in  the  game.  With  Adams,  we  never  can  be  affiliated— 
we  are  antipodes  to  bim.  Our  Kentuel^  friends  seem  to 
be  willing  to  liave  us  with  them,  if  we  will  fight  their  bat- 
tleM,  and  secure  them  all  the  sweetmeats,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  keeping  old  Kentucky  in  the  sbaAi.  In  truth, 
the  folks  can't  keep  up  without  Ohio,  and  they  do  notfeel 
disposed  to  ^ve  Ohio  any  thing." 

Now,  (proceeded  Mr.  Kinm)  allow  me  to  ask  tin 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  how  be  accounts  for  the  sudden 
conversion  of  this  letter-writer  ?  He  lias  now  become  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  coali^on.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
talk  with  tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  our  leader.  This  I  deny. 
The  People  have  no  leaders.  They  have  taken  their  own 
cause  into  their  own  hands,  and  wdl  elect  General  Jack* 
son,  in  defiance  of  the  politicians.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  can  uifiam  us  why  it  u  that  he  is  not  now  disposed 
to  wlut  for  (dd  Kentock — he,  no  doubt,  can  tell  us  all 
about  the  sweat-meats  :  fur  lie  is  tlie  carter  who  cracks 
the  whip,  and  drives  the  Adminisf ration  team. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  obtained  tlie  floor,  but  yielded  it 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WHIGHT,  who  sakl,  to  tlie  remarks  you  have  Just 
heard,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  been  put  forth  to  make,  at  me,  nor  to  tbe 
scandalous  publication  tliat  has  been  furnished  him  from 
which  heread^andin  relation  to  which  he  questioned  me 
with  sucli  evident  satisfaciioii  to  litanelf,  and  those  who 
put  him  in  motion,  I  shall  give  no  reply.  But,  Sir,  I  hold, 
in  my  hand  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  certified  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  Court  in  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
in  tlie  ConuDonweatth  of  Pciuisylvaiua,  td  a  Ullof  indict> 
meDtaciunst  one  Geo.  Kremer.  f<v  petjury,  and  I  ask  if  it 
would  be  in  order  to  read  that  as  a  reply  to  the  genUeman  f 
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The  CHAIR  nid  it  would  certainly  nott>e  in  order. 

Mr.  TUCKER,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  the  previous 
quertion  i  but  was  preniled  on  by  thoae  arDund  bin  to 
witbdravttie- motion  for  the  present 

Mr.  KBEMER  row  to  reply  to  Mr.  Waian*  begin- 
nmg  by  saying,  *'I  am  the  man  named  in  that  bill  M  in- 
dictment/* but  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N- C,  inquired  if  Hr.WRirn.i. 
(who  had  been  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker]  might  not 
proceed  t  having  taken  Ills  seat  when  required  to  do  lo 
by  the  Ch«r  t 

The  SPEAKER  «a>d,that  the  gentleman  from  N.  Hamp. 
shire  had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  floor.  The  Sfukkr 
fell  no  wish  to  restrain,  impi:operly,  any  member  from  ad- 
dressing  the  House.  For  the  last  nine  or  ten  hours  he  had 
been*  although  indisposed,  in  his  chair,  anxiously  endeav* 
oring  to  preserve  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  llf*iise,  and 
restnrin  any  thing  like  disorder  t  but  he  found  it  impOM- 
sible,  without  interposing  the  power  of  the  Chair.  He 
had,  thrrefore,deen>ed  ittiis  duty,  after  repeated  calls  and 
violations  of  order,  to  direct  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  take  hia  seat,  and  khuukl  not  perimt  him  to  pro- 
ceed, witlinut  the  assent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DORSEY  now  moved  to  insert  the  amendment  he 
had  offered  yesterday,  and  which  he  had  withdrawn  to  day, 
to  enable,  Mr.  BAKTtaTT  to  address  tlie  House  on  the 
main  quetUon,  viz  :  to  inaeK  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Hakiltob,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  after 
the  words  "  secret  service  fiind,**  these  words  :  aiuce  the 
first  day  of  July,  im 

On  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays,  were  ordered  by^ 
the  House. 

Mr.  I>RAVTON  said,  fivm  the  tenor  of  ihe  resolutions 
moved  by  the  gentleman  A>om  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiL-ros] 
and  of  the  amemlments  to  them,  offered  by  the  gentltrman 
fWipi  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Haiiii.toii]  it  apprars,  that  their 
objects  are  to  enquire  into  the  expenditures  of  this  Ad- 
minitlration,  and  to  ascertain  whetlier  they  cannot  be  di- 
mini^ed.  To  one  of  titese  expenditures,  that  relating 
to  what  has  been  termed  **  the  secret  service  fiind,"  the 
amendment  <rf  tlte  gentleman  from  Mariland',  [Mr.  Dor- 
an]  eacduaively  applies,  and  is  amendatmy  of  an  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Stwtb  Carolina,  upon  llie 
same  subjecL  No  other  exception,  then,  could  be  urged 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
than  tlut  it  w»a  superfluous  being  embraced  within  the 
scope  of  the  amendment  of  tlie  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Adtiuttlng  this  to  be  the  case,  it  is  not  worth 
an  ailment,  or  ratljer  the  time  which  the  at;gument 
would  consume,  to  cliow  that  the  amendment  is  superflu- 
ous t  becattse  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  any  committee,  to  which  the 
pending  resolutions  may  be  refei  red.  But,  if  Ihe  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Mainland  is  cHlculated  to 
render  more  lull  and  perfect  tlie  information  souglit  for 
by  m^  colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  ouglit  to  be  ailopted  : 
that  It  is  careuUted  to  produce  this  effect,  seems  to  me, 
to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specification  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  disbursed  by  the  present  Executive,  out  of  the 
secret  aervice  fum*,  unconnected  with  the  knowledge  of 
what  Inis  been  expended,  out  of  the  same  fund,  by  his 
predectnors,  would  be  useless.  Without  compHriiir 
together  the  amounts  thus  disbursed  by  the  President  and 
by  liis  predecessors^  and  taking  into  ctrnndeTation  the 
time%  and  the  situation  of  tlie  country,  in  its  internal  and 
external  relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion  ap- 
proachin'g  to  satisfactor)'.  These  comparisons  are  impos- 
sible, unless  the  amendment  of  the  g<rntleman  from  Mary- 
hmd  be  acted  upon,  and  therefore,  it  ouglit  to  be  adopt- 
ed. With  all  possible  official  lights,  we  shall  still  be  at 
a  I'iis  to  form  an  opinion,  upon  the  propriety  m  impro* 
iniety  of  did>urs«nenti^  regulated  by  EsceutiTe  diaere- 
uon,  often  exercised  upon  delicate  mniactions,  which 


both  policy  and  good  fiiith  require  to  be  kept  secret.  It 
has  been  suggested,  that  the  coitamiitee  without  this 
amendment  would  make  the  investigation  it  calls  bit  i 
but  tliey  might  not  By  the  tenor  of  the  resolution,  relft< 
ting  to  the  secret  service  fund,  they  would  not  be,  neeea- 
sarily,  tent  to  that  extended  investigation,  as  the  language 
of  the  resolution  limila  the  inquiry  to  the  disbtirsemcnts 
by  the  President  in  office.  To  guard  against  any  otnia- 
sion,  and  to  obtain  the  bets  required,  we,  therefore,  giro 
to  our  Committee  the  InstruetiDns  we  Uiink  premier  for  its 
guidance.  Committees  are  the  or^na  of  this  House  t 
and  His  the  right,  and  the  duty-  ct  the  House  to  give  them 
such  directions  as  it  thinks  best  calculated  to  attain  its 
objects,  and  hot  to  leave  to  inference,  what  may  be  ren- 
dered definite  and  certfin.  'Tis  alM  desirable,  when- 
ever an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  a  pubKe 
officer,  that  ertij  semblance  of  pr^udiee,  or  party  fMX, 
diould  be  evident.  In  moving  his  amendment*  Hf 
fKend  and  colleague  was  influent^  by  hxr  and  honorable 
motives  ^  but,  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  which  is  lo 
throw  light  upon  the  conduct  of  this  President,  by  com- 
paring it  with  tbai  of  other  Presidents,  urider  similar  dr- 
cumstances,  sliould  be  rejected  ;  then  the  inference  miglit 
be  drawn,  that  the  resolution  of  my  colleague  was  franwd 
with  the  view  of  excluding  necessary  and  important 
mation,  and  a  character  be  thus  pven  to  it  at  variance 
with  what  he  intended.  In  conductbig  an  inquiry  inta 
the  conduct  of  a  public  .officer,  we  ought  not  only  to 
have  all  llie  evidence  before  tis,  which  we  think  is  calca- 
lated  lo  enlighten  our  judgments,  but  which  tiie  ftienda 
of  that  officer,  upon  this  floor,  may  deem  necessary  for 
his  jusUfication,' unless  what  is  required  sliould  be  plainly 
inJative.  Whether  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  be  important  or  unimportant,  may  admit 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  :  that  it  is  not  indative,  will  be 
conceded  by  every  one.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  In  ftvor 
of  the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  MaryUnd.'. 

Mr.  KREMER  agun  rose  to  explain,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Waivrr,  but  vu  called  to  order  by  Mr.  DORSET. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  addrMsed  the  House.  He 
said  that  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
an  expressing  a  wisli  to  explain.  For  his  part,  he  fielt 
bound  to  give  him  the  floor.  An  allusion  liad  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Oliio,  to  a  paper,  which  was 
calculated  to  implicate  deeply,  the  private  chancier  of 
the  gentlelhan  from  Pennsylvania.  Although  tbe  gentle- 
man  from  Ohio  had  Iwen  atopped  by  the  Chair  from  readin|^ 
tfiat  paper  i  yet  the  allusion  to  it,  under  the  circumsian* 
ces,  might,  witliout  cTplanalion,  have  an  injurious  effajl 
upon  the  character  and  feelings  of  llie  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania. It  was,  tlierefbre,  due  lo  the  gentleman,  to  bis 
constituents,  and  to  the  House,  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining.  The  Chair  should  not,  there- 
fore, pronounce  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  out  of 
order,  but  would  permit  him  to  explain. 

Mr.  KREMES  mid,  it  is  true  that  I  was  prosecuted  for 
perjuryt  it  is  equally  true,  that  I  was  triumphanlfy  acquit- 
ted without  the  jury  leaving  tlieir  box.  The  proseca- 
lion  oiHginated  in  consequence  of  a  suit  which  occasion- 
ed, in  Heiri'-  xoiisiderable  excitement ;  (Snyder 
e&  Snyder,  tlie  late  Governor  of  that  Slate.)  This  mit 
had  been  brought  lo  August  term,  1805,  when  great  po- 
litical excitement  ejtisted.  It  was  first  tried  in  Novem* 
her,  1806.  I  »-as  then  examined  as  a  witness.  It  was 
aftero  ards  tried,  but  the  year  I  do  not  distinctly  recol- 
lect, but  it  was  doM'n  for  trial  at  November  term,  1810. 
The  importance  of  my  testimony  was  welt  known  to  tbe 
plaintiffs,  and  tliey  had  no  hope  of  success  unless  they 
could  shake  my  credibility.  For  that  purpMe  the  pro- 
secution was  got  up,  on  testimony  wbidi  I  had  given  a 
short  time  befiDTe,  in  another  case,  in  which  one  of  the 
same  plaintiffs  was  a  party.   Every  particle  of  testiowny 
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which  I  had  given,'  I  subslantially  proved  to  be  true — ftnd 
so  entirely  •atis6e(l  was  the  Court,  that  they  declared 
that  theyjvould  not  lend  their  sanction  toauchaprO' 
ceeding  ;  that  if  the  defendant  wiahed  a  verdict,  it  might 
be  ta^en  from  the  box.  It  was  so  taken.  Ajid  so  en- 
tirely satiified  of  my  innocence  were  the  Court,  the  bar, 
and  the  people,  thrt  there  was  not  one  of  the  judges  or 
counsel  ooncemed*  whu  hai  not  reroiined  my  warm  friend 
tlirough  life. 

Not  long  afterwards,  I  was  elected  by  the  people 
a  member  of  the  Legislature^And  continued  by  tbenT  as 
long  at  I  derired  to  remain.  About  the  lame  tine,  I 
was  elected  a  manager  tiS  the  Northumberland  Bridge 
Company,  in  sight  of  the  town  of  SunbuTy,  where  the 
trial  was  held,  with  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  tlte  prosecuting  at- 
torneys, and  several  ottter  political  opponent^  of  the  first 
standing  in  the  county,  who  were  always  my  personal' 
friends. 

Sonetime  afterwards,  I  was  elected  President  of  the 
Lewi^urg  Bridge  Company,  of  which  I  had  been  a  ma- 
nager  from  its  commencement,  and  acted  as  such  as  long 
as  1  was  willing  to  serve.  I  have  been  three  ttmf  s  elect- 
ed to  Congress.  I'he  last  time,  out  of  twelve  thousand 
voles^  T  did  not  lose  three  hundred  .-  and,  in  the  town  of 
Sunbury,  the  very  seat  of  this  transaction,  out  of  three 
liundred,  I  did  not  lose  ten  voles.  Utis,  I  think,  isasuf 
ficient  reply,  and  must  satisfy  evety  cancUd  and  honorable 
man,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  charge  thus  at- 
tempted to  be  made  against  me.  Can  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  produce  as  strong  evidence  of  his  goo<l  stand- 
ing at  home  i  I  now  appeal  to  the  House  to  say,  whe- 
ther any  man  of  honor,  any  man  of  feeling,  would  intro- 
duce so  base  a  charge  >  No,  «r,  no  gentleman  would 
have  done  it.  None  other  than  the  base  pander  of  a  cor- 
rupt coalition  would  have  done  it. 

[Here  Mr.  KasHxa  was  caUed  to  order  by  the  Sruxia, 
and  resumed  hit  seat.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  now  obtained  the  floor,  when 

Mr.  HAILE  called  him  to  order,  and  said,  he  hoped 
the  member  from  Ohio  would  be  put  down. 
<   The  SPEAKER  said  Mr.  Waioar  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  would  proceed. 

Ur.  WRIGHT  aud.  Sir,  I  wish  th'is  subject  to  be  un- 
derstood. I  neither  read  the  indictment  nor  offered  to 
read  it.  I  thought  the  paper  .quite  as  pertinent  to  the 
subject  under  discussion  as  the  paper  furnished  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsj-  ivania,  and  from  which  he  Vead. 
What  I  did  say  on  that  subject,  1  will  repeat :  **  Sir,  I 
liold  in  my  hand  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  certi6«l  co* 
py.from  tlie  records  of  the  Court  in  Nottiiumberhnd 
County,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  of  a  bill 
of  indictment  against  one  Geoige  Kremer,  for  per- 
jur]',*'  and  1  aaked  if  it  woukl  be  in  order  to  read  that  as 
a  reply  to  the  gentleman.  While  I  am  up,  sir,  if  per- 
mitted, i  will  make  a  «ngle  remark,  farther.  The  case 
explained  by  the  gentleman,  in  whicli  he  was  indicted 
for  perjury  and  acquitted,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  same 
one  docnbed  in  tlie  paper  I  have.  The  parties  to  the 
suit,  when  tlie  evidence  was  given  in,  are  different  from 
(hose  named  by  him. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  then  made  as'  .      in  opposi< 

ution  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dorskt,  to  which  lie  ob- 
jected as  including  a  period  of  u  ar,  the  money  paid  to 
John  Henry,  &c.  but  suggested  to  Mr.  D.  to  modiTy  his 
amendment  so  as  lo  go  back  to  the  close  of  the' late 
wan 

Mr.  DORSEY  reftised  to  modify  his  amendment,  and 
made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

The  question  then  being  on  Mr.  DoasxT'a  amendment 
to  Mr.  Hamiltox's  reaoluiion, 

Mr.  J.  S.  BARBOUR  said,  he  should  vote  against  it ; 
but  wished  to  introduce  another  in  its  tdace,  cutyiog 
J»ek  the  inquiiy  to  the  4t|i  March,  1917. 
VoK.  IV— 93 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dobsst's  amend- 
ment, by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  afHmutive. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
Blakx,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Hamiltoh,  and  modified  by 
Mr.DoassT,  [which  latter  amendment  was  virtually  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bukk,] 

Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  ex- 
plained his  reason.  He  liad  voted  against  Mr.  Hinil- 
tom's  amendment  before,  because  he  preferred  that  of 
Mr.  Blakb  \  but  he  should  now  vote  for  it,  because  he 
desired  the  inquiiy,  and  preferred  the  amendment  to  the 
original  reidution. 

The  yeai  and  nays  being  taken,  were  yeas  173,  nays  3. 

I'he  question  was  then  put  to  i^ree  to  the  resolution! 
of  Mr.  Cbu-tor,  as  amended,  and  wu  detemuned  in  the 
affirmative  unanimously. 

So  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  following  form  : 

"Reaoleedt  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
whoae  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House, 
if  any,  and  what,  retrendiment  can  be  made,  whh  satetjr 
to  the  public  interest.  In  the  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  SUtea^  and  tn  the  amount  of 
salaries  which  they  may  respectively  receive  \  more  espe- 
cially, to  report  specifically  on  tlie  following  heads  : 

1st.  WlMit  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
State  Department  in  the  nundier  and  salaries  <^  thtt 
officers  »nd  clerks  attached  to  this  Department,  in  the  ex- 
penses regulating  the  foreign  intercourse,aitd.in  theprint* 
ing  and  distributton  of  the  public  laws  of  the  united 
SUtes. 

2d.  What  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
whether  an  effective  svsteiA  of  accountability,  and  fhr  the 
collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there  established. 

3d.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Navy  Department,  in  the  clerki  and  officers  now  acting 
subordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

4th.  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  made  in  the 
Department  of  War,  in  the  Indian  Department,  and  in 
the  clerks  and  officers  now  acting  subordinately  to  tin 
Secretary  of  War. 

5th.  What  reductims  of  expense  can  be  made  In  dw 
number  of  officen,  «h1  the  amount  of  compenn^on 
which  they  may  receive,  in  tlie  Postmuter  Generic 
Department. 

And  that  the  Committee  be  further  instructed  to  ekamine 
the  several  contingent  funds,of  each  of  these  Departmental 
andtu  report  the  amount  and  objects  for  which  di^urso- 
ments  have  been  made,  flxun  titeae  funds  i  and  that  tlicy 
report  thecmount^  Touched  and  onvouchcd,wluoh  have 
been  paid  fVom  the  secret  service  fund,  since  the  fint 
day  of  July,  1790,  or  the  fund  regulating  the  ctfhtingencioa 
of  foreign  intercourse,  and  of  the  fund  for  the  expensaa 
of  the  intercourse  witli  the  Barbary  Powers. 

And  that  they  further  report  whether  the  compensation 
of  members  of  Congress  should  be  reduced-j  and  whe- 
ther the  ^xed  salaries  of  the  ofBcers  of  this  House  and  ila 
contingent  expenses,  can,  with  propriety,  be  dindnished. 

Andfurther  that  they  inquire  whether  any  modlBoation 
of  the  sinking  fund  act  can  be  made,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
ducing a  more  speedy  extinguishment ofthepublicdebt." 

Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Ihorax,  Mr.  SxasxAXT, .  Ur- 
RivEB^  Mr.  KTxaiTT,  Mr.  WicKLiRR,  and  Mr.  WsieaV, 
of  New  YOTk,  were  appointed  the  Comimttee. 

TavasDAT,  Fibbvabt  7,  1838, 
THE  CASE  OF  MARIGNY  D'AUTERIVE. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'An- 
terive  came  up  for  its  tl)ird  reading  t  and  the  questioo 
being — shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  moved  that  that  question  be  takken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Heuwi 
Mr.  MINES  Hiid,  before  the  question  diould  betakMi 
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he  viihed  to  be  heard.  That  the  aubject  was  impor. 
tant,  was  manifest  from  the  deep  interest  it  had  excited. 
I  liad  intended,  said  &f  r.  H.  to  nave  addressed  you  at  an 
earlier  stsee  of  the  diccussion  t  but  one  gentleman  rose 
after  another,  anxious  to  be  heard,  and  I  could  not 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  what  I  had  to  offer  was  of  as 
much  consequence  u  what  they  would  tdrance,  tnd  1  re* 
mained  silent.  One  or  two  gentlemen  touched  pretty 
strongly  the  points  which  seemed  to  me  material  to  the 
f»se  :  the  gentleman  who  first  spolce  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CuaK]  snd  my  honorable  friend  near  me,  [Mr. 
MiiiTisDALx]  but  no  one  has  placed  the  subject  in  exact- 
ly the  light  in  which  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind,  and  t 
must  MK  leave  to  spealc  (or  inyself. 


What  w  the  real  questioo-^he  point  upon  which  we  are 
at  bsnc  ?  Is-U  the  amount  involved  >.  The  sum  in  dis- 
pute is  less  than  t«'o  hundred  and  fif^  dothra  t  less  than 
the  coat  in  time  expended  in  reading  the  documenta. 
That  is  not  the  question.  Is  it  because  the  slave  vas 
impressed  ?  I  beard  the  ingenious  constitutional  argu- 
awBt  of  the  gentleinan  trtm  New  Turk  [Mr.  Stobbs] 
with  lively  DMUure.  To  the  sound  doctrines  asserted 
by  him  and  his  college,  [Mr.  S.  Woon]  I  give  my 
hearty  assent.  But  if  impressment  was  the  material  and 
governing  point  in  the  case,  the  objection  would  apply 
witl)  equal  force  to  p^yinr  for  the  horse  and  cart,  which 
were  fiwcibly  taken  as  well  as  the  negro  ;  and  to  paying 
for  the  hone  and  cart  no  objection  b  made  i  ntrt  a  voice 
heard.  The  bill  would  have  paased  wub  ntenlio  had 
not  the  amendment  been  proposed  to  pay  for  the  slave. 
Sir,  iitgenious  and  eloquent  as  was  the  argument  on 
the  subject  of  impressment,  the  whole  House,  1  think, 
felt  with  me  that  this  waa  not  the  real  question  to  be 
decided.  la  it  whether  slaves  are  property?  Have  the 
legal  rights  of  the  master  been  questioned  *  lias  not 
hia  absolute  control,  under  tlie  laws,  to  the  custody  and 
aen^cea  of  hia  alave,  been  admitted  }  Uut  it  is  atgued, 
that  ataves  are  private  property.  Private  property  can- 
not be  taken  for  pubKc  use  without  compensation  being 
made.  A  slave  has  been  taken  ;  therefore,  he  must  be 
paid  for.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  embraces  the  real 
point  at  issue,  alt  is  as  clear  as  s  sylk^am  can  make  it. 
Perfect  demonstration.  And  why  is  there,  or  should 
there  be,  any  difHcalty  in  the  matter  \  t  again  oonfi. 
dently  appeal  to  the  House,  and  aak,  if  while  we  listened 
to  the  ingenious  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Etxrbtt]  it  was  not  known  and  feh  that 
H  did  go  to  the  root  of  Inc  matter  } 

If  these  had  been  the  real  questiuru,  why  all  this  ex- 
citement— this  feverish  excitement— and  high-wrutight 
msiety )  Why,  if  the  case  ia  so  aimpla  and  plain,  have 
such  ciainu  heen  rejected,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government  up  to  this  day,  though  frequently  present- 
ed and  pressed  upon  Congress '  Why  has  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  a  committee  whose  intelligence,  whose 
adherence  to  just  principles,  and  wliose  careful  research 
and  industry,  have  given  them,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  eon^dence  of  tlie  Hot»e  and  the  nation — why  has 
that  committee,  steadily  and  )}crseveringly,  reported 
s^iiist  such  claims  }  And,  let  me  inquire  further,  why 
this  protracted  debate,  and  how  is  it  to  be  accounted 
for,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RASBotra] 
should  have  desired  the  gentleman  from  Louiaiana  [Mr. 
LivioesTos]  tu  withdraw  his  amendment  ? 

All  goes  to  khew,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  real  merita  of 
the  question  lie  deepei—tliat  these  faT  and  plausible  ar- 
jl^menta  do  not  touch  the  marrow  of  the  matter.  No, 
air,  tlie  real  question  at  Issue  is  of  vastly  more  impor. 
tance— «f  deep  and  vital  interest  to  this  community. 
And  what  is  that  question  ?  In  my  judgmsnt,  it  is :  In 
what  relation  do  slaves  stand  to  this  Government,  and 
what  oblations  and  duties  spring  from  that  relation  t 
In  other  word*— Is  this  Govemtncnt  bound  to  consider 


them  merely  as  property  '-—or,  is  it  to  re|pu<d  them  as 
persnns,  from  whom  may  be  exacted  dutica  wbieb  sB 
persons  owe  to  the  Government  f   Sir,  this  is  a  mart 
important  matter,  not  to  the  Smith  alone,  but  deej^ 
interesting  to  the  North  and  West ;  for,  it  invobca 
ttie  question  of  the  relative  duties,  aaerifices  and  ant 
ferings,  of  the  South,  North,  and  West,  in  tiiaes  cf 
war— in  cases  of  extreme  pressure — in  pcrioda  of  great 
suffering,  which  have  come  to  all  nations^  aad  wmj 
come  to  ufl.    This  view  erf"  llie  subject  I  propose  to  ^ 
cuss  freely  and  fearlessly,  but  certainly  fiii^  as  poaai. 
bj«.    I  would  not  wilEngly  give  pain  or  offence.  We 
have  not  brought  this  subject  here.  We  have  not  brougttt 
on  thta-discuBaion,  and  are  in  no  degree  respomMc  ftr 
the  excitement  it  liaa  produced.   The  subject  of  daray 
is  always  a  delicate  one,  but  it  cannot  be  concealed  tJiat 
it  Li  a  great  interest  in  this  naticm.    It  is  impoasible,  in 
the  nature  of  tilings,  that  such  numbers  abould  eut  n 
any  nation  without  being  a  matter  of  frequent  and  grave 
conaideration  to  the  statesman.    We  cannot  dist  ov 
eyes  to  ita  magnitude  and  rapid  increase.    It  ii  not  an 
hiert  mass  of  matter,  of  no  national  cuncemmeiit.  II 
presents  an  aspect  which  the  prescient  ejre  of  the  states- 
man cannot  fail  to  regard  with  interest,  if  not  with  anx- 
iety.  I'he  political  relation  of  that  class  to  this  NatioB- 
a1  Government  also  renders  it  a  fair  subject  coiwdera- 
tion.    Delicate,  therefore,  as  tha  subject  laay  be,  it 
cannot  always  be  evaded.   1  hope  to  be  pardoned  ftr 
suppo«ng  that  the  views  taken,  and  Uie  pecuKar  turn 
given  to  tbe  argument^  arose  fhim  the  unpleasantness  of 
entering  into  the  Bubje<A  in  the  aspect  1  view  it    tn  my 
judgment,  the  great  interests  of  th'e  Repabfic  reqwre 
that  this,  like  evCrj'  other  subject  which  concern  tbe 
nation,  sliould,  within  this  Hall,  be  M>ealy  and  freely 
discussed— considered  in  all  its  National  light*  and  bear- 
ings—and that,  too,  without  any  cause  of  offiuice.  It 
wuuM  be  strange,  bideed,  if  it  were  tbe  lae^  that  there 
baclaiaso  considerable,  an  intereat  so  exteasve,  {)««- 
senting  a  pofittcal  aspect  so  national  and  impmng,  wtiicfa 
the  Representatives  of  the  People,  in  this  Hall,  sacred 
to  free  discussion,  must  not  speak  of.    I  do  not  ihtnk  as. 
And  while  !  express  my  sentiments  without  reaerve,  1 
piay  gentlemen  to  recollect,  if,  in  error,  MrJcfiersoo 
haa  toM  us  of  'nhe  aafcly  whh  which  eiror  may  be  telcr. 
ated  where  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it." 

On  what  ground,  then,  is  (he  claim  of  D'Autcrive,  Ibr 
liis  injured  slave,  iUat»ined  ?  If  1  comprehend  it  perfect- 
ly, it  is  :  1.  That  slaves  are  to  be  considercMj  by  thb  G€>- 
vernment  merely  as  properly  ;  2d.  Tliat,  if  taken  nlo 
the  public  service,  it  must  be  merely  as  pnipertT,  and 
not  as  persons  ;  3d.  That  they  can  be  used  only  as  tafcc« 
as  property,  not  as  persons— that  is,  to  labw,  not  to  de> 
fend  by  arms;  and,  as  a  resulting  consequence,  ttf. 
Tli.ll,  in  all  fiture  wan,  all  slaves  used  by  the  Govern, 
ment,  in  any  emergency,  if  slain  or  injured,  are  to  be  » 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasurj":  2d.  That,  in  all  fti- 
ture  time,  however  pressing  may  be -the  exigeitciea  and 
distress  of  the  country,  the  shive  popufaAim  ia  wboMr 
beyond  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Gorermnent,  Am* 
defence.  In  the  language  of  an  honorable  ge^ntlcfasB 
fVom  Virginia,  [Mr.  P.  P,  BASBfluaJthat  can,  ia 

no  case,  be  coiibidered  or  treated  as  militia — as  troops  s 
that  is  out  of  the  question.  Such  a  preposition  eantaot 
even  be  received  for  discussion."  To  theae  proposibsoft 
!  am  not  prepare<I  to  accede- 

It  haa  been  welt  remarked,  on  one  side,  tliat  what  the 
Uw  has  made  property^  ia  property.  And  it  was  adne- 
rably  answered,  on  the  otlter,  Those  are  persona  wbeMt 
God  hath  made  persons.  The  African  has  been  made 
property  by  man.  He  was  formed  a  person  by  liis  M*- 
ker.  But  the  question  we  have  to  consider,  is.  How 
he  regarded  by  the  Constitution  ?  Tbat  is  the  chart  to 
guide  us.    The  CooatitulioB  is  our  manual  Bnd  texL.. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146  ( 


OF  DEBATES  IN  GONGBESS. 


1462 


Feb.  r,  1838.] 


Can  of  Marigny  IPAuierive. 


[H.  or  R. 


kDok.   Wliftt  that  considers  them,  so,  most  clearly,  are 
we,  the  creatures       and  actinjf  under  its  authority, 
bonnd  to  consider  them*    Hw  Constitution  was  adrert- 
ed  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ciakk.]  I 
wuih  to  bring  out  the  paMagea  which  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject in  lomewhat  bolder  relief.   Thev  appear  to  me  to 
nare  a  strong  influence  upon  the  qneation.    And  permit 
me  here  to  say,  I  cannot  agree  with  anoUier  honorable 
member,  that  it  is  h/percriticd  to  conuder  the  exprca- 
^ona  of  the  Constitution  as  havii^  a  d:rect  bearing  on 
the  matter.   I  do  not  admit  that  the  wch^s  there  used, 
vere  naed  ftxMi)  mere  delicacy,  to  avcnd  the  word  slave  i 
but  that  they  were  well  weighed,  duly  considered,  and 
meant  to  hare  the  precise  signification  which  lliey  pur- 
port  to  bear.    In  article  4,  section  3,  it  is  aaid :  **  No 
person,  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Stale,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  reguution  therein,  be  discharged,"  &c. 
Again  :  article  1,  section  9,  **  The  migntion  or  lmpiBla> 
tion  of  such  persons  as  Miy  of  the  States  now  eiisliiig 
vImII  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited,"  &e. 
Slaves,  in  both  cases,  are  referred  to,  and  are  styled  per- 
sons.   I  beg  leave  again  to  refer  you  to  article  1,  section 
3  :  "  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportion- 
«d  among  the  seTeral  States  which  may  be  included  in 
lSk\»  Union,  aecwding  to  their  respective  number^  which 
shall  be  determined  by  addiriir  to  th«  whole  niftilber  of 
free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  fbr  a  term 
of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fiftlis  of 
all  other  persons."   Tnoae  other  persona,  of  course,  are 
slaves.    The  Constitution,  thfrefore,  every  where  re- 
gards, and  speaks  of  them,  as  persons.    Thev  impart 
hrgc  political  powers  as  persons.  Hiey  give  ■  power- 
ftal  repmentation  on  this  floor  as  penons.   Sir,  I  deny 
thst  this  representation  is  in  consequence  of  direct  taxes 
being  apportioned  in  the  manner  provided,  is  has  been 
urged  by  some  gentlemen.    Sucn  a  sentiment  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  disrespectful  to  the  great  and  good 
men  who  flmmed  this  admirable  system  of  Government. 
What,  air,  sell  the  r^t  of  representation  fbr  money  ! , 
Give  to  any  portion  of  the  Union  an  undue  proportion  of 
refffesentative  power,  upon  condition  of  its  contributing 
a  trifle  more  to  the  public  I'reasury  !    Sell  the  sovereign 
power  of  legislation  over  tliem,  for  considerations  merely 
mercenary  1    Allow  persons  to  make  laws  fbr  them,  in 
respect  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  n)ere1y  to  escape 
an  «>ccanonal  direct  tax  !    Are  these  the  men  who  resist- 
ed the  right  of  the  British  f*arliament  to  make  laws  for 
them,  because  they  were  not  fairly  represented  in  Par- 
fiameiit,  even  to  blood,  putting  life  and  sacred  honor  at 
stake  on  the  contest  ?   No,  sir,  I  cannot  do  them  such 
injustice.    The  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  was  a  con- 
seqnence,  not  a  cause  t  it  followed,  and  did  not  go  be- 
fore t  it  fbllowed  fairly  and  justly  the  estabfished  princi- 
ple of  representation. 

To  eatablish  the  point  that  ahiTes  are  regarded  by  the 
Constitution  as  persons,  and  not  merely  as  property,  I 
will  present  another  view.  Suppose  two  States  lay  side 
by  ,side  I  equal  in  territory  t  equal  in  numbers.  Sup- 
pose one  State  poor  and  sterile — poor  as  Sparta  with  her 
black  broth  and  iron  money,  Suppose  the  other  ri^ 
as  it  is  posMble  to  conceive  her — the  mines  of  Potow  in 
her  bosom— having  all  the  vealtli  of  Ormus  and  uf 
Indi"  and  added  thereto  the  gold'Coimnf  aunea  of  the 
richest  manufiictures  of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  in  political 
power  these  Stales  would  be  equal;  accwding  to  your 
fundamental  bw — exactly  equal.  Property  ia  nut  repre- 
sented in  the  Federal  Government.  Tlie  principle  thay 
prevail  in  some  of  the  Stales.  Here  it  ia  excluded— .un> 
known.  The  poor  and  the  rich  State  stand  in  an  exact 
equality  as  it  respects  representation  bete.  Advance  a 
step  fwtber.  Suppose  to  the  State  already  abounding  tn 
wealtl^  you  add  mwe  richeSi  in  Uie  prt^nrtion  of  five  to 


three— heaping  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  and  all  solid  gold.  Ifl 
her  political  power — is  her  representative  number  in- 
creased Not  the  least.  But  add  to  the  poorStat^ 
slave  persons  or  property,  in  tiie  proportion  of  Ave  to 
three,  what  effect  would  such  addition  have  on  her  re- 
presentaUve  power  ?  It  wsulit  be  doidiled.  It  is  as  per- 
sons, therefore,  and  not  as  property,  that  they  are  re- 

£ resented.  1st.  Thus  nature  hath  made  them  persons. 
i.  The  Constitution  consUntly  speaks  of  them  as  per- 
sons. 3d.  Tliey  impart  large  political  power  as  persons. 
In  the  electoral  colleges  for  the  choice  of  President  and 
yice-Pre«dcnt,  they  give  more  than  twenty  votes— about 
one-twelfth  of  the  wnole.  On  this  floor,  those  persons 
give  a  representation,  equal  to  that  of  the  whole  exist- 
ing representation  of  nine  States.  Louluana,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Delaware,  Uhode 
Island,  Vermont,  and  two  or  three  more.  Sir,  this  is  a 
political  interest  of  great  magnitode^  of  a  national  as- 
pect, to  which  we  cannot  be  indiflbrent  if  we  would  i 
and  ought  not  if  we  oould.  It  ia  the  duty  of  the  states- 
man  to  look  it  fUU  in  the  ftee  i  to  see  its  bearings  ;  to 
trace  its  influence,  and  to  be  careful  thai,  nnder  the  plea 
of  the  delicacy  or  excitement  wMch  may  ariae  from 
spesfcing  of  it,  unjust  principles  be  not  established, 
which  may  prove  hereafter  extensively  iiuurious. 

Then  comes  the  stdemn  question  i  If  they  are  so  re- 
garded,  and  if  they  impart  so  mueh  power  and  influence 
M  persons,  why  shall  tliey  not,  in  common  with  all 
others^  perfurm  the  dutiea  of  persons,  in  times  of  ex- 
treme distress  and  pressing  eroei^ncy  ?  I  pray  you  to 
bear  in  mind,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  have  not  come  here 
to  ask  the  llouse  to  establish  this  poMtio»— we  do  not 
wish  the  House  to  afBrm  this  proponti«i  i  but  the  ques- 
tion being  brought  here  by  those  !nter«rted  hi  ahraib 
and  diflerent  principles  being  avdvred,  we  are  compell- 
ed either  to  submit  to  their  construction — to  permit  tfte 
negative  of  the  proposition  to  be  established,  what  we 
deem  a  dangerous  pt  eeedent  set,  or  to  contend  against  it. 
And  how  can  we  lUsprove  the  negative,  but  by  arguing 
affirmatively  i  We  do  nut  wish  to  discuss  the  questiaa 
at  all.  It  is  fbned  upon  us.  I  was  silent,  until,  wholhr  un- 
expectedly, the  amendment  and  bill,  on  a  seetmd  rMmw, 
being  sustained  by  a  majority,  alarmed  me.  ShouM  toe 
bill  now  be  negatived  or  bid  on  the  table,  no  prindple 
is  settled — no  precedent  Is  set  which  can  poaiibly  be  In- 
jurious to  the  Southern  interest.  It  may  be  taken  tliHt 
the  bill  was  Ud  ande,  not  on  prindple,  but  from  ezpe- 
dit-ncy— from  want  of  due  proof.  Noprindple  is  invMv- 
ed  in  a  negative  deciMon. — ^Not  so  if  tne  bill  paases.  In 
such  case»  especially  sfter  the  argumenta  urged  and  the 
doctrines  avowed,  the  principle  would  be  fi^y  conndeiv 
ed  as  solemnly  established,  that  slaves  are  merely  proper- 
ty—not to  be  regarded  by  us  as  persons  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  soil,  wholly  beyond  the  powers  of  this  gorcm* 
ment  for  defence  )  and,  if  any  of  them  are  hijured  or 
slain  in  battie,  that  they  are  a  charge  on  the  Natkuud 
Treasurj'. 

To  see  this  matter  in  its  proper  fight,  it  is  worth  while 
to  look  into  its  magnitude.  What  is  the  slave  popula- 
tion ?  Nearly  two  miUiona  of  souls  t  and  must  embrace 
not  far  from  four  hundred  thousand  able-bodied  men. 
Our  oenaus,  evety  ten  years,  tells  us  its  rapid  increase. 
What  wUI  it  be  in  hatt  a  century,  if  it  continuea  to  ad- 
vance f  Sir,  the  lad  who  aporta  in  this  area,  and  biings 
resolutions  to  your  table,  may  live,  lingering  ^et  in  your 
lobby,  the  old  and  faithful  door  keeper,  recounting  to  tnoae 
who  come  af^er  us,  anecdotes  of  the  distinguiMied  men 
now  in  my  view — how  this  one  spoke — how  that  delist- 
ed—and  of  those  who  mav  appear  on  this  floor  from  tune 
to  lime,  as  the  stream  bears  os  onwards— that  lad  majr 
vet  live,  so  rapid  is  thrir  mvdtipUntkn,  to  see  this  daas 
increased  to  twelve  milfionsp  havli«  amoim  timn  two 
milHons  ttf  able-bodied  men.    Proitstiag  agiOnrt  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i468 


GALES  ^  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


146  . 


H.  ovR.1 


Caw  of  Marigny  [fJuierive. 


Wish  to  eMiibliBh,  affinnatively,  any  right  to  the  acrricefl 
of  thrae  for  defence,  we  may  yrt  be  ted  to  doubt  the 
wiadnn  of  admitting  that  they  nny  not  be  ao  used. 
-  IVheri  their  number  and  rapid  incrense  are  conndered,  it 
brcomea  a  Tnomenioua  queation.  If  tliey  are  wholly  ex 
MDpt  from  the  military  power  ofthii  Government,  the  fact 
ia  moat  important,  becaitae  h  wotijd  follow  that  the  bur- 
dens of  war  must  fall,  with  aeven  fold  fon-e,  on  the  North 
and  West  In  time  of  great  preasure  fbr  men,  not  only 
amat  personal  duties  bU  more  heaTily  on  the  free  Stately 
inrolting  the  loM  of  life  and  health,  but  they  must  be 
•abjected  to  vast  and  inevitable  sacrificea  of  property, 
from  the  abandonment  and  neglect  of  business.  As 
alavvs  bicrease,  tn  the  same  proportion,  if  ao  |>art  may 
be  called  upon  for  defence,  must  the  fhee  white  citizens 
of  the  States,  where  they  ciist,  be  kept  at  home  for  the 
pmcrvatUm  of  domeatie  pcwce.  Their  exemption, 
tberefbte,  not  only  takea  so  many  peniona  from  the  list, 
bat  actually  oocaaions  the  absense  of  nearly  as  many 
more  to  guard  them.  Latra  already  exist  tn  some,  per* 
htpa  several,  of  tlie  Slates^  where  alaverv  prevails,  pro* 
Tiding  ttiat  only  a  certun  portion  of  the  militia  shall  leave 
the  State  at  one  time. 

IIm  botdetia  of  defence  are  already,  from  ezsting 
eaaaea,  heavier  on  the  free  States  Uian  on  those  which 
hwe  slaves.  Your  tables  of  enlistmenls,  showing  the 
proportion  of  soldiers  who  enter  the  public  service  from 
the  different  portions  of  the  Union,  would  put  this  mat- 
ter in  aatriking  point  of  light.  Look,1oo,  at  the  militin 
of  the  States.  In  Ohio,  if  1  am  rightly  instructed,  one- 
Mh  of  the  pepalation  are  on  the  muster-rull  t  in  Louis- 
iana, one-fmeentb  i  in  South  Carolina,  one  nineteenth. 
The.  tax,  the  hewy  tax,  of  arms,  uniforms,  trainings,  and 
ammunition*  beara,  in  time  of  peace,  with  three-lold  se- 
Terity  upon  ua  nov.  What,  then,  must  it  be  in  time  of 
war,  even  in  ordiiury  contests  *  But  admit  the  principle 
contended  for  by  those  who  sustain  this  bill,  and  how  ex- 
Aeediiwly  tuMr  and  disproportioned  would  be  the  bur- 
dene  Of  the  North  and  South  in  time  of  great  trial  and  se- 
vere pressure. 

You  will  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  tliat  the  great  and 
delicate  point,  that  the  slave  pnpulatim  may  be  touched 
by  tltc  General  Government  In  time  of  war,  is  admitted. 
Under  the  eminent  domain,  it  is  conceded  that  slaves  may 
be  taken  as  property.  All  that  is  delicate  in  the  question 
—the  right  of  the  National  Government  to  take  this  pro- 
perty, or  tou^  those  peraoni^  being  admitted,  we  may 
proceed  to  discuss  how,  and  when,  lliey  may  be  taken, 
under  another  principle,  with  less  reserve.  I  beg,  then, 
to  ask,  what  ia  the  eminent  domain  of  sovereignly  }  and 
would  earnestly  inquire  whether  writers  on  public  Uw  do 
not  lay  down  the  position  as  broadly  and  comprehensively, 
tlwt  all  persons  are  subjuct  to  Uie  power  of  Government 
as  well  as  all  property.  Vattel,  book  1,  ch.  20—"  The 
SUte  could  not  subsist,  or  constantly  idminister  the  pub- 
lic affairs  in  the  most  advantageoua  manner,  if  it  had  not 
the  power  to  dispose,  occasionally,  of  all  kinds  ofpmper- 
ty,  subject  ti.  iu  authority.  It  is  even  to  be  presumed, 
that,  when  the  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country,  the 
property  of  certain  things  is  given  up  to  individuals  only 
with  thia  reserve.  The  right  which  belongs  to  the  ao- 
oety,  or  to  the  aovere^rn,  of  dispoHng,  in  cue  of  neces- 
nty,  of  and  for  the  puhUc  safety,  of  all  the  wealth  conUin- 
ed  in  the  Slate,  is  called  the  eminent  domidn.  It  ia 
evident  that  this  right  is^  in  certain  cases,  necessary  to 
htm  who  govern^  and  constantly,  is  part,  of  this  empire 
of  sovereign  powers,"  &c  Now,  Sir.  let  us  Uim  lo  ano- 
ther page,  end  ace  what  the  some  writer  lias  said,  in  res- 
pect to  the  powerof  Government  over  persons.  In  treat, 
tag  of  war,  book  3,  ch.  2—"  Every  citisen  is  bound  to 
defend  the  State  as  far  as  he  is  capable.  Society  cannot 
otherwiae  be  teaintimed  (  and  this  concurrence  for  the 
«teMMiBanmieoH»orthapriDGipa]i)^ectaor  every 


political  association.    Every  man,  capable  of  i^nyii^ 
arms,  sltould  take  them  up  at  the  first  order  of  him  who 
has  the  power  of  making  war.'*   Not  only  '*  citizen^  ai« 
here  spoken  of,  but  "  every  man  capable  of  canying 
arms."   Again,  in  a  succeeding  section  :  **  As  every  eiti> 
zen  or  subject  is  bound  to  serve  the  State,  the  soverc^n 
hasarighttoenlistwhom  he  pleases."   Again  :  "Nor»«- 
SfiN  is  naturally  exempt  from  taking  up  arms  in  defence 
of  the  State,  the  obligation  of  every  member  of  society 
being  the  same.   Those  alone  are  excepted  who  are  in- 
capable of  handling  arms,  or  supporting  the  fatigues  of 
war.   This  is  the  reason  why  old  men,  chiMren*  and  wo- 
men, are  exempted."   Thus  the  rule  is  univecMlly  co«- 
prehenwve.    **  Those  alone  are  excepteil  who  are  inca- 
pabic  of  handling  arms."    Such  is  the  rule  laid  down  by 
writers  on  public  law.   If  those  writers  are  authority,  io 
respect  to  the  right  of  the  Sute  to  property,  why  not  equal 
autliority  in  respect  to  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  tet^ 
vice  of  persons  *    "No  person  is  naturally  exempt.**  It 
is  manifest  that  those  vho  penned  the  Constitution  had 
tliis  writer  distinctly  in  view  t  and  is  it  not  obvious,  that  ibe 
expression  persons,  so  repeatedly  used  to  derignate  tho 
slaves,  was  a  word,  not  of  chance,  but  of  chmce,  perfect- 
ly unilerstood  in  its  relation  to  the  "  common  defence  t'* 
I  take  [said  Mr.  H.)  the  sound  general  principle  to  be, 
lliat  all  uho  live  upon  the  soil  are  bound  to  defend  th« 
soil— that  all  who  live  un<ler  a  Government  are  bound  to 
defend  the  Guvernmeiit.    As  it  relates  to  this  descriptioa 
of  persons,  the  position  taken  derives  great  weight  from 
this  conuderatiou.    The  State  Govemtbenta,  before  the 
Conatitution  was  formed,  unquestlonaUy  possessed  Uw 
power  to  call  thoae  persons  into  service  for  detisnce. 
The  Stafe  Governments  held  over  them  aiipreme  control 
fir  purposes  of  war.  But  the  Slatesgave  up  tu  the  General 
Government  the  executive  power  ot  making  war.    in  this 
particular,  no  reservation  was  made — uo  cUss  of  persons 
exempted.   It  follows,  as  a  clear  and  necessary  consc* 
quence.  that  the  United  »atea  have  the  same  full  miwl 
sovereign  power  which  the  States,  respectively,  po&sear> 
cd-    And  this  argument  appears  to  me  unanswerable. 
Nor  is  this  idea,  that  this  elus  vf  persons  may  be 
called  upon  to  defend  the  country,  {bunded  alone  in 
theory.    A  case  has'  been  brought  to  our  nuiice,  by  a 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  where  tlie  Contineo* 
tal  CongrcBS,  during  the  Kevnlutionary  war,  called  on 
aome  of  the  Slates  to  draw  on  this  populatioa  foe 
several  thousand  men.    I'he  right,  therefm,  has  been 
exercised.  In  other  countries,  where  slavery  has  existed, 
it  has  been  ^quentiy  and  commonly  exercised.    At  the 
battle  of  Marathon  the  slaves  were  unchained  from  tlieir 
work  blocks,  and  placed  in  the  ranks  bende  eitizena. 
I  dare  to  say,  you  recollect.  Sir,  iti  lite  recent  rcsearoliea 
in  Africa,  it  ia  stated,  that  Barca  Gana,  a  Negro  and  n 
stave,  commanded  the  forceaof  the  Sheik  of  Bomou.  la 
the  celebrated  historic^  Scottish  Novels  pvfns  *  P*'' 
ture  of  the  limes  and  manners  when  Itichatd  Ccetirdeljion 
reigned, — Gurth  and  Witmbacven  wore  collan  willi  the 
name  of  their  master,  and  yet  went  out  to  battle  widi  him* 
The  history  of  the  Northern  Nations  of  Europe  is  full  of 
cases  in  point.   We  are  not  now  considering*  caaoof  po- 
licy or  expe^ency  %  but  the  naked  queation  of  abatnct 
right,  orconstitutioniU  power*   It  the  right  exists  it  might 
be  highly  expedient  to  exerdae  it  at  home,  or  on  ordtnatf 
occasions.  Wars,  pressii^,  desolating  wars,  which  have 
cume  to  all  nations,  may  come  to  us.    Oefenaive  war 
is  of^en  best  carried  on  by  offenuve  operations.  Scipio 
did  not  defend  Rome  in  the  plains  of  Itsly.    He  risked  no 
■eeond  battle  of  Caiinie.    Sir,  jie  carried  the  warinto  Af- 
rica t  defbated  Hannibal,  and  saved  Kome  by  victory  be- 
fore the  gates  of  Carthage.    Such  may  be  our  policy. 
Suppose  hostilities  diould  break  out  between  thia  mtion 
and  Mexico  or  Colombia— which  Gnd  in  hta  mer^  everts 
1  ptf  for  perpetual  peace  between  these  Republics.  Or 
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idn^  that  It  should  he  iieeeMuy  for  us  to  earnr  on  imll' 
ttry  opentiotn  in  the  West  Indies.  American  blood  has 
been  shed  there.  You  will  rciwmber,  Mr*  the  attack  un 
Havsna,  where  many  American  Kves  were  sacrificed.  In 
citlier  case,  whether  at  Vera  Cnia,  in  any  portion  of  the 
Calf  vi  Mexico,  or  in  the  West  Indies,  where  it  mglit  be 
necMtuy  to  send  troops,  it  would,  from  tbc  pceulisr  on- 
hesItbiMM  of  the  climate,  be  an  awfiil  waste  of  human 
life,  if  Northern  soldiers  were  to  be  employed.  Tlus  class 
of  population,  under  such  circumstances,  might  fumidi 
men  whose  liabita  and  constilotions  would  render  tliem 
invaluable.  The  African  race  make  excellent  soldiers. 
Laf|[e  numbera  of  them  were  with  Ferry,  and  aided  to 
p3m  the  btilUant  vietoiy  on  Lake  Erie.  A  whole  battal- 
KHi.  slNew  Orieans,  wasdistinfui^d for  its  soldierly  ap- 
pearance. Docile,  obedient,  braTe,  and  of  great  mincular 
powers,  they  are  admirably  adapted  for  military  ser- 
vice. From  these  conuderationa  I  deduce  these  po«- 
tions : 

1.  That  slaTes  are  not  exempt  by  nature  and  fitness 
fh>m  military  aerrice. 

3.  That  they  are  not  exempt  by  the  principles  of  public 
law. 

S.  That  th^  are  not  exempt  by  uMge. 

4.  Tliat  they  arc  not  exempt  by  positive  constitutional 
provisions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  branch  of  the  subject  presents 
itaelf  for  consideration.   I  have  said  that  the  exemp\ion 
contended  for,  both  by  the  principle  en  which  payment 
ia  demanded  for  this  slave,  and  the  aif  uments  by  which 
the  demand  is  sustained,  involve  questions  of  the  rela* 
five  sacrifices  and  snficrings  of  the  South,  Korth,  and 
West,  in  hi|:h  and  dread  exigencies  of  pressing  war. 
In  this  view  it  ia  just  to  inquirtr,  what  is  the  nde  claimed 
to  be  applied  to  the  w^hole  free  population  of  the  coun- 
try f   What  ri^t  or  power  baa  this  General  Goremment 
over  the  ftee  pepuliOion,  including  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  North  and  West  ?  -What  are  tlie  doctrines  of 
Southern  statesmen  upon  this  subject  >   It  is  now  a 
time  of  peace,  and  the  ship  sails  smootlily  on  its  mirror 
•ea.    No  burthenstMne  duty,  no  serious  sacrifice,  is  now 
called  for.    But  we  cannot  fail  to  recollect  that  we  have 
had  wars,  and  the  principles  that  were  then  avowed. 
In  1814^  Mr.  Honrae^  then  acting  Secretary  of  War,  to 
fill  the  ranks  of  tlie  army,  brouf^t  forward  his  celebrated 
plan  uf  classification  or  conscriptitm.    In  that  plan  he 
proposes:   "Let  the  free  while  population  of  the  U. 
States,  between  eighteen  and  forty  five  years,  be  formed 
into  classes,  of  100  men  each,  and  let  each  class  furnish 
four^  men  for  the  war,  within  thirty  days  after  the  cbssi' 
ficalion,  and  replace  them  in'  the  event  of  casualty*. " 
Again,  "If  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required 
of  it,  within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be  raised  by 
dralt  on  the  whole  clua.**   In  support  of  tliia  plan,  Hr. 
Monroe  says  :  "  Congress  have  a  right,  by  tfie  Constitu- 
ltu^^  to  raise  reguUr  armies,  and  no  restraint  is  imposed 
in  the  exercise  (>f  it,  except  in  the  provirions  which  are 
inlendeil  to  guard,  generally,  against  the  abuse  of  power, 
with  none  of  whicli  does  this  plan  interfere.   It  w  pro- 
pfMed  that  it  slnll  operato  on  all  ahke  i  that  none  shall 
be  exempted  from  it,  except  the  Chtef  Magistrate  of  the 
united  SUtes,  and  the  Governors  of  the  several  Slates.'* 
It  would  be  ahsnrd  to  Mippose  that  Congress  could  iwt 
cany  this  plan  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by  accepting 
the  voluntary  services  uf  individuals.    It  might  Itappen 
ttiat  an  army  could  not  be  raised  in  tliat  mode,  whence 
the  power  would  have  been  granted  in  vain.    Ilie  safe- 
ty of  the  SUte  migtit  depend  on  such  an  army.**  Again, 
Xheideatliat  the  Unitrd  States  cannot  raise  a  regular 
army  in  any  other  mode  than  by  accepting  tite  vtdun- 
tary  aervices  of  individuals,  is  believed  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  uniform  construction  of  all  grants  uf  power,  and 
equally  ao  to  the  first  prmciplca  and  leading  ohjecU  ^ 


the  Federal  compact  An  unqualified  grant  power 
gives  the  means  neeeaiaty  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This 
la  an  tmiversal  maum,  which  admits  of  no  exception." 
True,  the  plan  proposes  only  to  Uke  "  the  free  mala  po- 

fmlation."  If  others  are  exempted,  it  is  evidently  onl^ 
com  expediency,  i»ot  on  grounds  of  right  The  princi* 
pie  asserted,  includes  all,  in  its  broadest  and  most  un- 
limited seme,  admiuing,  "  no  exception."  Such  are  the 
doctrinea  of  a  di8tillgai^hed  citizen  of  Virginia,  who  lias 
since  been  elevaied  to  the  highest  seat  of  honor  and 
coiifiderce  in  the  nation.  But  let  us  advance,  in  this 
examination,  a  step  further.  In  ten  days  after  tliis  let- 
ter was  transmitted  to  Congress,  the  Comnuttee  on  Mili* 
tary  Aflairs,  of  which  Mr.  Troup,  recently  Goremor  of 
Georgia,  was  cbainnan,  reported  a  bill  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regukr  army.  The  first  section  provides  for 
the  classifieation  of  the  fre?  wliiie  male  population,  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  Monroe  \  the  word  '*  wliite"  having 
being  added  by  the  Committee.    The  sei^on  provides, 

"  That,  within           daya  after  the  classification  afore< 

haid,  each  class  shall  furnish,  for  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  an  able  bodied  recruit,  between  the  years  of 
ri^teen  and  forty*flve,  to  servo  durii^  the  wwx\  who 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  assesior,  or  marshal,  or  his  de- 
puty, to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  officer  of  the  United 
States,  autlitHnzetl  by  the  Department  of  Wa',  to  receive 
him,"  &c.  Peace  came,  and  the  bill,  of  course,  was  not 
finally  acted  on.  But,  I  deem  this  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Troup,  as  of  very  jrreat  im- 
portance in  the  argument,  a*  they  |^  to  show  their  senti- 
mrnti  of  the  extent  of  the  war-4nakmg  power  of  the  Gen- 
pra)  Government,  llie  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  proposes 
to  include,  in  its  clauiftoation,  free  male  persona  :  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Troup  rxempts  the  black  popula- 
tion, on  grounds  of  expediency,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presum- 
ed, as  Mr  Monroe,  on  the  same  grounds,  had  exempted, 
in  his  plan,  the  nlaves. 

How,  then,  stands  the  claun  of  right,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  as  asserted  by  eminent  Southern  statesmen, 
over  the  population  <A  the  North  nnd  West,  unHer  the 
war-making  power }  Is  the  rig^t  claimed  that  the  fa- 
ther may  he  taken — that  the  widow's  sun  may  be  taken 
— tliat  the  master  and  the  apprentice  may  be  uken — that 
the  bridegroom,  not  permitted  the  exemption  of  the 
Jewish  law,  may  he  forced  from  the  arms  of  his  newly 
wedded  bride — not  enlnted— not  taken  by  consent— but 
forced  into  the  aervice— -taken  by  conscription-— fiv  the 
year,  and  the  year  in  advance — not  by  consent,  but  by 
force — placed  under  martial  law — under  officers  not  m 
their  choice,  but  strangers  to  them — marched  to  the 
swamps  »rf  Florida,  or  to  the  Rocky  mountains  !  Is 
snch  the  claim  over  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  firee 
States,  a'nd  is  it  fnristed  that  there  exists  a  class  of  piivi- 
Irged  persons,  elsewhere,  wholly  exempt  from  this  dread 
power  )  The  points  now  discussed,  are  not  points  of  ex- 
pediency, but  of  naked,  dread,  sovereign  power.  Sir,  1 
do  not  tlilnk  gentlemen  oiiglit  to  press  ui  to  settle  this 
great  question.  Sufficient  tor  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 
When  (he  lime  comes  that  the  matter  must  be  settled, 
let  it  then  be  met  by  those  whose  imperious  duty  it  may 
be.  It  does  not  seem- to  me  that  any  such  necessity  now 
exists.  Why  should  we  be  pressed  to  make  concearions, 
directly  or  indirectly,  that  this  exemption  exists  i  It  ap- 
pears to  me  it  wnuld  be  unjust  to  the  North  ond  West, 
that  such  principle  of  exemptiou  should  be  established. 
By  letting  thia  bill  rest,  nothing  is  lost  on  either  side  i 
no  principle  is  settled.  To  urge  tills  matter,  and  to 
press  the  principles  on  which  this  bill  is  sujpported,  are 
caleuloted  to  suw  ibe  seeds  of  bitterness  far  and  wide. 
If  the  North  and  West  have  given  themselvea  up,  with- 
out limit,  to  the  General  Government,  fur  the  purpose  of 
War,  is  it  indeed  true  that  the  South  has  reserved  a  part, 
n  hifge  poitioB,  of  her  populiuion,  from  that  power  r  to 
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the  riffht  to  a  man's  alave  more  aacred  than  the  right 
to  himaelf  i  Is  the  claim  of  the  Southern  master  over 
Ilia  sItTe  of  a  more  ucred  nature  than  that  of  a  father  to 
his  son,  or  maater  to  his  apprentice  ?  I  do  not  compare 
the  slare  to  the  son  'or  apprentice  <  but  I  contend  that 
the  stave  is  entitled  to  no  pre-eminence  or  exclusive  pri- 
vilege.  What  is  the  connexion  of  master  and  slave  ? 
How  ia  it  founded,  that  it  should  be  of  so  superior  a  Ea> 
credneas  and  character  ?  The  master  and  the  apprcn- 
tice  are  connected  by  relations  founded  in  justice,  mu- 
tual utility*  and  the  general  goo<l.  I'he  maater  may  have 
taken  the  lad  when  young,  poor,  ignorant.  He  may 
have  fed  him,  clotheo  him — nursed  him  in  siclchess,  in- 
structed him  at  va«t  expense,  to  be  usefuL  At  the  age 
of  eighteen,  when  the  mind  begins  to  expand,  and  the 
form  has  gained  the  strength  of  manhood — ^just  at  the 
moment  when  the  apprentice  has  become  usi-ful,  and  is 
id>le  lo  repay  the  master  for  his  care  and  expenditures 
in  hia  behalf  yon  come  in  and  take  him  into  the  public 
serrice.  It  not  the  master's  claim  sacred  to  his  services? 
Is  it  not  consecrated  by  mutual  agreement — common  in 
lerest— the  public  good,  and  the  sanction  of  law  }  Is 
not  the  maater  impoverislied  by  the  loss  of  his  serv  ices, 
as  much  as  the  master  of  a  slave,  by  his  loss  ?  Do  you 
pay  for  the  apprentice  If  he  be  slain  in  battle  ?  Where- 
in is  the  right  of  the  daveholder,  by  moral  or  legal  obli- 
gation, more  just  tlun  that  of  the  nwater  of  an  ap|iren- 
lice  ?  You  claim  the  right  to  take,  by  force,  into  your 
service,  the  only  aon  of  the  widow.  In  lonely  sorrow 
she  has  raised  him  by  duily  toil,  from  an  infant,  cheered 
by"  the  hope  thai,  witli  filial  piety,  he  would  requite  her 
kindness,  and  sustain  her  d(  cllning  years.  Neither  tears 
Dor  prayers  avntl — she  haa  no  means  of  pruvidlng  a  sub- 
stitute. '  He  falls,  or  returns  wasted  and  broken  by  dis- 
ease, a  burthen,  instead  of  a  blessing  to  hur  old  age.  Is 
it  your  doctrine  that  he  may-  be  forced  into  Uie  army,  and 
that  there  are.  In  another  quarter,  near  half  a  million  of 
able  bodied  men,  withheld  from  your  power — too  sacred 
for  the  reach  of  your  laws,  wholly  exempt  from  the  duties 
of  defence  ?  Payment  fr.r  a  slave,  killed  in  battle,  can  be 
claimed  as  property,  only  on  the  ground,  that  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  over  his  peisott,  as  it  claims  to  have 
over  all  other  persons,  for  the  comnton  defence.  If  Go- 
vernment has  sucli  power,  then  the  alave  must,  of  course, 
follow  the  condition  uf  all  (jtlier  po-sons,  and  ia  no  more 
a  charge  to  your  Treasury,  if  slain,  than  other  soldiers, 
the  toss  of  many  of  whom,  in  a  pecuniary  pwnt  of  view, 
would  be  infinitely  more  heavily  fell. 

If  iliia  doctrine  of  exemption  be  correct,  then  have 
you  power  to  arrest  the  whole  productive  labor  of  the 
North  and  West :  fcr  there  your  authority,  as  set  forth 
by  Southern  Statesmen,  is  ahsntateand  unlimited  j  while 
A  large  portion  of  the  productive  imluslry  of  the  South, 
is  sacred  from  your  touch.    Will  it  be  maintained,  as  a 

firincipte  in  your  Conslilutiun,  that  all  the  laborers  of  the 
ree  States,  without  any  exception,  in  the  high  and  dread 
exigencies  of  war,  may  be  called  from  tlieir  employment: 
the  kiom  still  t  the  anvil  silent  t  the  plougli  rusting  in  the 
fiirmw  :  the  fields  barren  and  unproductive  %  while  four- 
fifths  cf  the  laborers  of  the  South  are  at  tlieir  peaceful 
employment,  undisturbed  by  the  din  of  war  your  South- 
ern fields  waving  with  rich  harvests  ;  wealth  flowing  in  a 
thousand  streams  into  the  laps  of  ttielr  masters  ?  These 
are  solemn  questinna  to  us,  deeply  ufTccting  oui  interests. 
Sir,  I  deprecate  this  disciiasion,  and  regret  that  it  should 
have  been  forced  upon  us.  But  in  behalf  of  the  ffanner, 
and  manufactartr,  and  mechanic*,  whnm  I  represent,  I 
do  protest  against  the  establialiment  uf  the  doctrines  con- 
tended for.  Varying  the  remark  of  a  gentleman,  who 
spoke  a  few  dsys  since,  let  me  ask  :  Suppose  it.liacl  been 
proposed,  u  hen  the  Constitution  was  formed,  by  those 
who  held  slaves^  tliat  they  should  be  repreaented,  but 
be  wliolly  exempt  from  the  duties  of  defending  the  soil, 
however  great  the  emergency  t  think  you.  Sir,  such  % 


cbuse  could  have  been  ratified  ?  I  presume  there  can  be 
but  one  voice  in  reply. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  true  principle  which 
governs  the  ease  ?  I  apprehend  it  to  be  this  :  That*  for 
the  safety  of  all,  all  owe  personal  services,  in  case  of 
necessity.  This  u  the  supreme,  pervading  law  <d  civil 
society.  All  contracta  are  made,  and  all  relations  in  so- 
ciety exist,  subordinate  to  this  general,  all  ^rvading, 
supreme  law.  I'he  master  takes  his  apprentice,  as  he 
exists  himseir,  subject  to  this  silent,  but  ever  existing 

Erinciple.  All  persons  evst  subject  to  it.  The  master 
imself  ii  not  exempt,  and  holds  his  slave  under  the  do- 
minion of  this  supreme  rule.  Supreme,  because  it  is  ne* 
oessary  for  tite  safety  of  the  State.  In  the  language  of 
Mr.  Monroe.  *-there  Is  no  exception."  1  am  now  speak- 
ing of  naked  power  and  absolute  rigliL  In  practice 
there  are  many  exceptions,  claimed  upon  principles  of 
the  mmt  impreanve  character,  of  the  highest  expedien* 
cy.  Woiren  are  exeepte<1t  those  of  advanced  or  ten* 
der  age.  Persons  consciencioualy  scrupulous  of  bearmg 
arms  t  ministers  of  the  Gospel  i  judicial  officers  {  per- 
sons whom  it  would  be  dangerous  to  txta.  In  the  or- 
ilinary  course  of  things,  there  is  not  much  difficulty  in 
practice.  Hr.  Speaker,  I  would  be  among  the  last  to 
violate  that  manifest  law  of  prudence  which  makes  it  in. 
expedient  to  look  to  slaves,  on  ordinary  oecwons,  for 
soldiers.  Tliere  ia  no  feeling  in  my  breast  towards  the 
South  but  that  of  kindness.  I  would  neither  injure  their 
feelings  nor  encroach  upon  their  riglils.  Pennsylvaniana, 
under  our  gallant  Wayne,  have  marched  to  the  defence 
of  the  South,  shed  Uieir  blood  freely,  and  would,  if  necea- 
saty,  do  so  again.  War  always  brings  caaea  of  indivi* 
dual  hardship  and  private  loss,  which  the  Government 
cannot  redress  or  assume.  It  is  a  rule  of  war,  if  an  ene- 
my get  possession  of  your  town,  «nd,  in  reUking  it,  you 
destroy  the  house  of  a  dtixen,  though  your  own  act,  tha 
Government  is  not  liable  to  make  good  tbe  loss.  In  my 
judgment,  the  Committee  of  Claims  acted  with  great  wis- 
dom in  rejecting  the  claim  for  the  negro.  In  the  prudent 
terms  of  their  report. 

In  conclusion.  Sir,  I  cannot  gi^e  my  sanction  to  the 
principle  which  would  take  the  fanner  and  mechanic  of 
Peniii^lvauia  to  defisnd  a  Southenrcify  from  an  invad- 
ing  oiemy,  risking  poverty  and  death  in  your  defence  i 
and  if  one  of  yoar  blavea  in  the  battle  shall  be  sfadn,  that 
you  may  send  the  tax  gatherer  to  such  farmer  and  me- 
chanic, if  he  should  chance  to  survive,  demanding  of  him 
aid  in  payment  fbr  such  slave.  1  cannot  admit  the  doctrine 
tiiat  all  wves  who  may  fall  in  defending  the  homes  of  their 
masters  are  of  rght  a  charge  upon  the  public  treasury. 

Mr.  BARNARD  succeedeil,  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect  t  I  must  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
white  I  explun,  as  briefly  as  I  am  able,  the  reason* 
that  will  govern  me  in  my  vote  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  D'Aulerive.  Peihapa  I  should  have  done  thn 
when  the  subject  waa  in  Committee  of  the  whole,  or 
before  the  House,  on  the  amendment  of  tne  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  [Hr.  Gumut.]  Sir,  I  was  about  to  do 
so  immecUktely  before  the  question  was  taken  on  that 
amendment,  and  should  have  done  so,  could  I  have  sum- 
moned to  my  aid  assurance  enough  to  rise  for  discus- 
sion amid  the  loud  and  repeated  calls  of  "  question," 
which  came  from  every  part  of  the  llotise.  As  it  ia,  I 
cannot  rec<ml  my  vote  against  tlie  claims  of  D'Aute- 
rive,  as  I  feel  myself  compelled  lo  do,  witluwt  accom- 
panying that  vote  with  my  reasons  for  it  Gladly  would 
I  relieve  myself  from  the  labor  of  addresang  the  House, 
and  the  Huuse  from  tiie  trouble  of  hearing  me  t  and  I 
woulil  do  so,  could  I  refer  to  the  reouirks  of  any  gentle- 
man who  has,  at  any  time,  taken  the  floor  against  thia 
claim,  as  cumprehendine;'  and  explaimng,  with  suRicieat 
accuracy,  the  view  which  I  entert«n  of  the  aubjed. 
But  I  cannot.  And  \  must  now  add  another,  £Mr.  Ui- 
HiB  who  bad  Just  taken  his  seat]  to  the  number  of  those 
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who  have  addresMd  the  Houie  Bgunit  this  claim,  vith 
whoK  genera]  view  oftlie  subject  I  cannot  agree,  though 
I  do  certwnly  agree  with  them  all  in  many  particulars. 

It  win  be  obserred.  that  there  are  several  items  of 
claim  embraced  In  this  bill ;  in  relation  to  all  of  which, 
with  one  ungle  exception,  I  desire  now  to  give  no  opi- 
nion whatever.  The  one  item  to  which  I  allude,  and 
to  the  insertion  <rf  which  in  the  biB  t  must  now  rote 
agabist  the  whole  chim,  is  the  item  of  danu^ea  for  in- 
juries done  to  the  person  of  the  slave  of  U'Auterive. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  has  just  addressed  tlie  House,  [Mr.  HiirxK] 
that,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  several  questions 
have  been  argued  very  much  at  length,  which  are  near- 
ly, if  not  wholly,  impertinent  and  unnecessary.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  is  the  question,  whether  the  impress- 
ment of  private  property  into  the  public  service,  by  the 
commander  of  an  army,  in  time  of  war,  is  legal  or  iUe- 

fal  ?  Such  is  also  the  question,  whether  the  evidence 
efore  us  shews  that  this  slave  went  into  service  by  im- 

freasment,  or  by  contract  with  his  master  }    And  such, 
agrie  with  the  same  gentleman,  is  tlie  question,  whe> 
llier  slaves  are  or  are  not  property  ? 

Sore  I  am,  that  eenflemen  will  agree  with  me  that, 
had  the  discussion  of  these  questions  l>een  avoided,  this 
House  would  have  escaped  an  excitement  which  is  al- 
ways to  be  deprecated.  But  1  am  not  sure,,  that,  even 
with  these  questions  untouched,  I  shall  be  able  to  lay 
my  hand  so  gently  upon  the  subject,  as  not  to  wake 
anew  the  vibrations  of  sume  tender  chord — X  hope  it 
may  not  be  an  angry  one.  And,  whatever  opinion  may 
be  entertained  «  the  correctness  of  the'view  which  1 
am  about  lo  present  to  the  House,  I  earnestly  offer  this 
^ngle  prayer  to  ttie  candour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen 
who  may  not  agree  with  roe,  that  they  wiU  do  me  the 
justice  lo  believe,  that  my  seiitiments  on  this  subject 
are  honest  sentiments  (  that  they  have  been  formed  af- 
ter the  most  patient  deliberation  \  and  (bat  I  cherish 
them  the  more,  because,  though  I  may  find  myself  de- 
ceived, I  hold  them  to  be  sumi  as  ought  not  to  offend 
the  most  fastidious  holder  of  this  species  of  property, 
called  slaves. 

Sir,  a  just  claim  presented  to  tliis  House  needs  no  pre- 
cedent to  support  it  (  and  if  the  clium  be  not  meritori- 
aua,  no  precedent  can  sanction  it.    The  better  way  to 


In  the  fint  place  then  :  I  have  not  understood  dii- 
tinctly  whether  all  who  have  advocated  this  claim,  con- 
tend for  the  legality  of  impressment — I  mean  of  proper- 
ty ;  for  I  shall  speak  of  the  impressment  of  men  oy  and 
by.  And  while  I  am  now  talking  of  impressment,  1  beg 
lo  be  understood  as  meaning  the  impressment  of  pro- 
perty— I  ny  I  do  not  understand  that  all  the  friend  of 
thli  bill  contend  for  the  legality  of  impressment.  To 
such  as  do,  for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  I  admit  its 
legality.  To  such  as  hold  the  conlmry  doctrine,  as  be- 
ing necessary  to  the  success  of  this  claim,  I  admit  its  il- 
legality. But  1  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  that  1  make 
these  admissions,  inasmuch  as,  in  my  view,  it  is  totally 
immaterial,  because  irrelevant,  whether  tbe  impresa- 
ment  of  property  be  legri  or  illegal. 

Agam  i  I  beheve  that  most  or  the  advocates  of  tlua 
claim  have  contended  that  Warwick  was  fmpresMd  into 
the  service.  To  such,  I  concede  the  fact  that  he  was 
impressed.  If,  however,  there  are  any  who  prefer  to 
put  this  claim  on  tlie  ground  of  eontraett  to  such  I  con- 
cede the  fact  that  the  services  of  the  slave  were  contract- 
ed for.  And  I  confess,  were  I  the  advocate  of  this  clairo, 
I  should  prefer  the  latter  ground. 

Agiun  :  To  the  honorable  gentleman  fh>m  Hassacha- 
setts,  [Mr.  ErtaBrr]  and  whom  I  am  proud  to  call  my 
friend,  and  from  whom  I  am  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
on  this  ot  any  other  subject — to  bim  I  concede  that  i 
shives,  HO  far  as  the  law  makes  them  property  at  all,  are 
a  species  of  property  within  the  meaning  of  tlie  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  t , it  hich  de- 
clares *'  that  private  proper^  shall  not  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  without  just  compensation." 

Again  :  I  admit,  cheerfully,  unreservedly  admit — and 
in  accordance  with  my  real  sentiments,  as  well  as  iot  tbe 
sake  of  tbe  argument — that  slaves  are  property.  I  ad- 
mit it,  both  as  an  abstract  proposition,  and  as  a  practical 
fact.  1  admit  it,  too,  for  the  precise  reason  given  by  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ravnom]  who 
addressed  the  House  in  the  eariy  stage  of  the  debate  on 
this  subject,  that  that  is  property  which  the  law  makes 
property  i"  and  of  course  I  admit,  not  only  that  slaves  are 
properly  but  that  they  sre  precisely  that  kind  and  quality 
of  property  which  the  law  constitutes  them — and  no  other. 
It  wilt  be  observed,  then,  that,  though  I  admit  these  im> 

     -  -     .-   poitant  &cta  and  principles,  namely  :  that  slaves  are  P«* 

^udffe  of  this  item  of  chum  to  which  I  have  referred,  as .  perty,  as  constituted  by  law  j  that  private  property  can- 
in  alt  similar  cases,  ii  to  strip  it  of  every  embellishment.  I  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation  j 
Mid  to  look  at  it  as  it  stands  by  itself,  in  a  naked  slate-  that  this  ^ve  wasimpressed  into  the  public  service  ;  and 


inent  of  the  case.  I>'Auterive  was  the  owner  of  a  slave 
called  Warwick.  In  time  of  war,  the  commander  of  an 
army  made  a  requiution  for  assistance  in  throwing  up 
defences,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Under  this  requisi- 
tion, Warwick  was  put  to  service,  And,  while  in  that 
service,  recei^'cd  two  wounds  front  the  enemy's  guns- 
one  in  the  eye,  the  other  on  the  arm  ;  by  means  of 
which,  his  value  to  his  master  was,  and  is,  lessened  two 
hundred  dollars.  I'his  is  a  plain  and  simple  statement 
of  the  case  j  and  upon  it  arises  this  plain  and  simple 

Suestion — shall  the  Government  pay  the  master  the 
emages  which  he  has  sustuned,  through  the  personal 
'  injury  done  to  his  slave  1 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  can  object  to  any  want  of 
fairness  in  making  the  statement,  or  putting  the  ques- 
tion. Aim),  in  order  to  disemiiarrasa  the  question  of 
every  thing  which  is  not  essential  to  its  deciiion,  so  as  to 
leave  it,  if  possible,  to  he  determined  by  one  individual 
consideration,  I  propose  to  begin  by  making  to  gentle- 
men who  advocate  this  claim  certain  important  admis- 
Bi«ns,  for  the' sake  of  the  argument — some  of  which  will 
iiccord  with  my  real  sentiments,  and  some  of  which  wilt 
not  (  and  1  shall  endeavour  to  accommodate  these  admis- 
sions to  the  viewa  of  such  gentlmien,  however  various 
and  unsettled  those  views  may  he  among  themselves. 


that  the  impressment  of  property  is  so  far  legal  that  it 
ought  to  be  paid  for ;  yet,  witli  all  these  admissons,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  we  have  not  advanced  one  stop  to- 
wanlsthe  amrmative  of  the  question,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  pay  the  master  for  the  danuj^  he  has 
sustained  through  the  personal  injury  done  to  his  slave. 

Sir,  I  have  kul  occa«on  to  remark  before,  but  on  a 
very  different  subject,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  the  remark, 
even  then,  was  original  with  me,  that  names  are  not 
things ;  and  we  often  deceive  ourselves  when  we  imagine 
them  to  be  so.  Propertj/  is  a  word  of  familiar  import;  and 
wtieneverthe  word  is  pronounced  in  any  man's  ftearing, 
he  instantly,  and  unconsciously  attaches  to  its  very  com- 
mon idea.  The  very  book  from  whicl^  in  his  Infiincy,  he 
learned  bis  alpliabet,  was  his  book—  his  property.  Tho 
toys  with  which  he  amused  his  boyhood  were  his  proper- 
ly ;  his  watch  in  his  pocket  is  his  property  ;  bis  house  is 
his  property  ( liis  horse  is  his  properly  j  and  over  all  tliis, 
his  property,"  he  has  known  and  felt — aye  felt — that 
his  authority  was  absolute.  Not  only  the  use  of  it  was  his, 
but  the  thing  itself— the  very  body  of  the  property  was 
his.  If  his  mood  were  generous,  he  could  give  it  away  ; 
if  thrifty,  he  could  sdl  it  t  if  passionate,  be  could  destroy 
it  t  break  his  toys  in  pieces,  bum  up  his  house,  and  blow 
out  the  brains  iff  his  horse.   For,  let  me  respectfully  wn^ 
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geit  to  th«  gentleBun  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  BftTAit] 
that  though  the  common  law  wouM  punUh  a  man  for  the 
■buae  of  nil  beast,  yet  it  would  not  do  so  because  it 
car«-s  for  ilte  life  of  that  beast,  or  because  the  owner  has 
not  absolute  power  over  its  beinr,  but  simply  because  an 
exhibition  of  wanton  enieltv  is  otfentiTe  to  pubUe  morals, 
and  of  **  evil  example  to  all  othevs  in  like  cases  offend* 
ing."  A  man  ma^  not  burn  his  own  bouse  in  the  night 
time,  and  when  it  is  inhabited,  or  at  any  time  when  it  may 
endanger  the  property  of  others  i  but  with  some  such  ex- 
ceptions he  may,  because  it  is  his  property  ;  so  a  man 
may  destroy  his  own  horse,  because  it  is  his  property, 
taking  care  to  avoid  wantonness  and  cruelty  in  the  cxecu* 
loon.  And,  with  such  ideas  of  i>rop(;rty  as  I  have  describ* 
ed,  dwelling  in  the  mind,  we  give  our  asaent  to  tlie  pro- 
position that  slaves  nre  property,  which  they  certainly 
are,  without  once  adverting  to  the  distinclion  between 
them  and  "the  beast  that  perisheth/'  And  when  we 
speak  of  alaves  as  property,  we  deceive  ourselves,  by  a 
name,  if  we  imRginc  them  to  be  imperty  precisely  in  the 
Mtme  sense  in  which  the  ox  and  the  horse  are  property. 

Sonte  gentlemen  seem  to  have  thought  that  the  fhct 
that  slaves  are  entitled  to  certain  civil  rights — meaning, 
I  suppose,  security  of  life  aivd  person,  for  I  know  of  no 
other — proves  that  they  are  not  property.  Or,  rather,  per- 
haps, the  argument  was,  that  they  are  not  always  pro- 
perty, but  sometimes  persons.  Now  1  hold  tliem  to  be 
always  property,  and  always  persons.  And  that  they  are 
entilJed  tocertun  civil  rights,  is  only  the  consequence  of 
another  fact,  which  I  conceive  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
the  real  distinction  between  this  and  every  other  spetaes 
of  property  ;  and  that  fact  is,  that  they  are  reasonable  hu- 
man beings  t  and  I  use  this  expression  in  the  same  sense 
in  whicl)  it  is  used  in  the  legal  definition  uf  homicide, 
which  IS,  "  the  killing  of  a  reasonable  human  being."  So 
ftr,  therefiwe,  as  they  are  animal%  capable  of  bearing 
burthens.  Hid  performing  service,  they  are  property,  u- 
wajrs  property  t  absolutely  property.  And  at  the  same 
time,  as  reasonable  human  beings,  they  are  men,  always 
men  (  absolutely  men.— Here  then  isthe  important  dis- 
tinction. The  slave  is  your  property,  but  tlie  life  of  the 
•lave  is  the  property  of  Dim  who  gave  it,  and  who  made 
stave,  and  not  you,  the  tenant  in  possession  of  it.  Yuu 
may  exact  the  servicea  of  your  slave  t  you  may  keep  his 
person  i  you  may  control  his  actions  t  you  may  send  him 
to  the  end  of  the  world  for  your  profit  t  you  may  give  him 
away  t  yon  may  sell  bim  for  his  market  price  t  all  of  which 
is  indubitable  evidence  that  he  is  yoixt  pro[>erty.  But, 
during  all  Ibis  time,  he  may  carry  his  life  in  hit  hand,  and 
preserve  it  inviolate.  If  you  inflict  a  wanton  injuty  on 
Ma  person,  you  must  answer  it  to  the  laws  Of  jrour  coun- 
try ;  and  if  you  go  farther,  and  touch  his  life,  you  must 
pass  from  an  unenviable  exaltation  here— 1  mean  that  of 
the  gibbet — to  aitfwer  for  the  offence  hereafter  at  the  bar 
of  an  unerring  Judge. 

Says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  RAnooLra] 
**  that  which  the  law  makes  property,  is  property." 
Well  (  and  that  which  is  made  properly  by  the  Uw,  and 
not  otherwise,  which,  as  property,  is  tlie  creature  of  the 
Uw,  is  precisely  tucA  property  as  llie  law  makes  it  to  be. 
When  the  law  comtituted  slaves  property,  it  sanctioned 
the  distinction  existing  in  nature  between  this  and  every 
other  species  of  property  { and  as  it  ftmiid  tliem  reasons, 
ble  hunwui  beings,  it  leK  them  so,  and  extended  iis  pro- 
tection to  their  uves  and  members.  Sir,  tlie  law,  like  the 
gi-ave,  is  a  mighty  leveller,'  at  least  in  this  country.  It 

fiuts  no  difference  between  the  life  of  the  master,  and  '.he 
ife  of  the  slave.  It  sets  no  price  upon  either,  because 
both  are  above,  and  equally  above,  all  price.  And,  to 
guard  every  posuble  avenue  of  approach  to  that  which  is 
BO  dear  to  il — the  life — it  has  set  the  same  stamp  of  invio- 
It^ility  on  the  person  of  the  sUve  from  wanton  attack,  as 
it  bas  on  the  person  irf'  the  matter.   Were  it  ottierwite. 


and  were  there  really  no  distinction  between  this  and 
every  other  ipeeies  m  property,  I  could  see  no  necessity 
for  Colonisation  Societies.  Nobody,  1  believe,  would 
think  of  colonizing-cattle-,  for  the  mere  purpose  oCget- 
ting  rid  of  the  overstodc  j  we  would  kill  them  off,  and 
bum  up  their  carcasses.  And  tbote  slave  holders  who 
compimn  <^slare  population,  and  its  increase,  as  aii  evil, 
if  slaves  were  precisety  such  property  as  cattle,  would  not 
think  of  colomzing  the  surplus  of  this  population.  No— 
they  would  send  forth,  and  sUy  all  the  children,  **  from 
two  years  old  and  under,"  and  repeat  the  operation  as  of- 
ten as  there  were  children  to  iday,  regardless  of  the  la- 
mentation in  Rama  i"  and  they  wouU  knock  every  old 
man  on  the  bead,  who  had  not  only  become  useless,  bat 
served  only  now  to  consume  a  portion  of  that  bread 
whidi  formerly  the  sweat  of  his  bro  w  had  moistened— -an 
operation  which  would  soon  bring  the  riave  population 
within  sufferable  limits,  and,  if  necessary,  to  the  point  of 
extermination.  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  X  put  forth 
this  idea  merely  in  ilhistration  of  a  fact  t  and  surely  no  ostt 
will  be  so  unjust  as  to  impugn  my  motive^  when  I  add 
my  solemn  conviction  and  belief  tiiat  slaveain  thia  coun- 
try aie  universally  treated  by  tbeir  masters  with  tlie  ut- 
most humanity  and  kiiwlness. 

I  have  now  ezpbuned  my  view  of  the  creature  called  & 
slave.  He  is  the  property  (rf  his  master,  and  predsely 
such  property  as  the  law  makes  him,  and  no  other.  [ 
look  upon  him  ai  having,  and  always  having,  two  distinct 
qualities,  wbicb  are  eonnstent  with  each  other,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  because  the  kw  makea  them  so — the  quali- 
ty of  the  property,  and  the  quality  of  buiaanity.  I  use 
this  latterterm  assignitying  nis  nature,  not  his  temper. 
And,  wherever  these  qualities  come  in  collision,  the 
quality  of  humanity  is  the  paramount  quality,  for  .the  rea- 
son  that  both  nature  and  the  law  make  it  ao,  and  tha 
quaUty  of  property  mutt  yield  to  iu  In  other  wotda^ 
though  the  slave  is  the  idisolute  property  of  the  master, 
yet  the  master  must  always  so  use  hts  property  in  ths 
slave,  as  not  to  violate  his  quality  of  human  nature.  And 
the  enjoyment  of  this  species  of  property  is,  and  alwaya 
mtist  be,  subject  to  the  immunities  of  the  slave  as  a  human 
being.  I  am  not  aware  tliat  any  master  can  contend  for 
more. 

Now,  what  are  the  immunities  of  the  slave  *  Security 
of  life,  and  inviolability  of  person  &om  wanton  injuiy  i 
and  the  right  of  property  in  him  is  alwaya  to  be  exercised 
by  the  master,  or  by  any  body  else,  in  subjection  to  these 
immunities.  And,  hence,  I  affirm,  that  the  master  caQ< 
n(rt,  by  contract,  put  his  slave  into  the  service  of  the 
Gountnv  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  against  his  will  i  nor  can 
any  officer  of  the  Government  Impreas  the  slave  into  such 
service. 

Sir,  1  abail  enter  into  no  argument  on  tlie  subject  of 
impressment.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  set  down,  [Hr.  Hixxr]  in  his  remarks  on  thie 
point.  If  the  laws  of  war  justify  the  impressment  of 
property,  on  which  I  now  give  no  opinion,  they  do  not 
justify  the  impressment  of  men.  I  do  not  unaeratuid 
the  report  read  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  bavtt 
just  alluded,  as  claiming  any  such  power.  l*hat  report 
claims  that  the  Government  by  a  law  of  Coagress,  can, 
if  necessary,  call  out  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
country  ;  but  not  that  men  mny  be  impressed  into  the 
public  service  without  the  warrant  of  law.  But,  on  thia 
subject,  I  shall  content  myself,  by  leave  of  the  honor-  . 
able  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Boaexa]  withft 
reference  to  that  gentleman's  unanswerable  demoiwtra- 
lioTi,  that  however  it  may  be  with  property,  men  cannot 
be  impressed  :  simply  adding,  that  they  cannot  be  im- 
pressed, because  or  the  inviulabiUly  of  person  and  life  i 
and  this  inviolabiUty  belongs  equally  to  the  slave  and  tbe 
master. 

And  how  it  it  witb  the  right  of  tlie  master     put  Uii 
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A^oumment,  a  motion  tot&ke  up  a  reialutlon  Using  the 
time  aft  rejected,  4r0. 
ft  reBotution  in  relation  to  adjournment  Bubmitted. 

taken  up.  Motion  to  Uy  on  the  table  nef^tlTech 
a  committee  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  « 
the  House  to     im  the  period  of  adjoummeni^ 

the  committee  reported  a  day  for  a^oumment : 

queition  poitponed,  717- 
BCreed  to,  769. 
adjourned,  tine  die,  810. 
Agg  John,  a  communication  wai  presented  from  him,  in 

relation  to  aqieeeh  of  Hr.  Randolph,  which  he 

had  been  charged  with  mlsreporting  by  DuflT 

Green,  334. 
rejected,  336. 

Appropnation  bill,  general,  read  the  third  time,  139— 
passed  140. 

Appt^riatinna  for  certain  Fortifications  for  the  year  1838, 
a  bill  for,  taken  up,  394. 
an  amendment,  appropriatins  $  50,000  for  Fortifi- 
cationa  at  the  mouth  cf  Baratartat  agreed  to, 

406. 

debate  commence^  394. 

the  Militaiy  EstabUshment,  a  bill  for,  taken  up^ 
taken  up  again,  411. 

motioD  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
fiwee  of  Viatua  at  West  Pointf  negatiTed,414. 
debate  oommenoes,  406. 
ArVsnwf,  thebiU  making  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  mwibers  or  the  Legishtture  of  that  Territo- 
ry, t^en  up  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,808. 
Army,  the  bill  to  prevent  desertion  taken  up,  449. 

an  amendment  reported  hv  the  Militarjr  Commit, 
tee  as  a  aubitituttt  fvf  tne  orU^inal  bill,  agreed 
to.  450. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  4S3. 
debate  commences  449. 
Armory,  Western,  a  proportion  for  erecting,  4— with- 
drawn 7. 

aaltimorejind  Ohio  Rail  Boad  Company,  the  bill  autho- 
rising the,  to  import  iron  for  the  construcUon  of 
that  work,  taken  up  678. 
kid  on  the  table  689. 
again  taken  uk  693. 
ordered  toa uud  rea^ng,  695. 
debate  commences,  693. 
Buncks  at  New  Orleans,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pur* 
chase  of  a  site  for,  taken  up  43^ 
and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed  435. 
debate  commences  433. 
Breakwater  in  the  Delaware,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
itruction  of,  taken  up  341. 
postponed  342. 

aguii  taken  up  344,  no  queaUon  decided, 
agun  taken  up,  463, 
and  wdered  to  be  engrossed,  470. 
ddwte  commencei^  3^. 
Brevet  Rank,  resoluticms  of  inquiry  introduced  on  the 
subject  of  Brevet  Bank,  submitted,  417. 
agreed  to^  431, 

aoill  to i^oKsh  Brevet  Rank,  read  a  aecond  time 
and  laid  on  the  tible,  789. 
Vc*.  IV.— o 


Brown  Major  Genera^  his  death  announced,  «ad  «miigt> 
menu  made  for  his  Amend,  369. 
a  bill  for  the  reBcf  of  bis  widow.  Introduced,  373. 
taken  up,  531. 

ordered  to  be  engraaed,  538. 
debate  oomneKe%  531. 

Cahawba Navigation  Company,  the  bin  gmntiogthe as- 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  l^;islatar« 
of  Alabama,  incorporating  aud  ooBpany,  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  65. 

Capitol,  a  message  fWim  the  Presidmrt  of  the  Umted  States 
in  reUtlon  to  an  assault  in*  a  resolirtion  m  ma- 
htiuo  to  the  police  irf'the  Capitd  taken  up,  668t 
oidend  to  1w  on  the  table,  669\  wabi  taken  up, 
671 4  and  again  Uid  on  the  table,  673  {  a  let- 
ter Horn  Russell  Jarvis  in  relation  to  the  aaault. 
was  announced  by  the  Viee  President,  which, 
after  some  objections^  wh  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table,  674. 
debate  eommencea,  668.        .      ^  « 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  bill  from  the  House  to 
author^e  tiie  Mwporations  of  VrashingtOT, 
Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  to  subscribe  for 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Caml,  the 
question  on  its  being  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing was  negatived.  788  (  on  a  motwn  *<>»<»«• 
sider  this  decinon,  it  was  carried,  "M^^ 
received  its  second  reading,  and  was  vefwred 
to  the  Judidary  Comihitteei  a  motion  was  made 
to  amend  the  biB  by  striking  out  the  word  <haU* 
in  the  &«t  section,  making  it  necessary  for  the 
stbckholders  of  the  company  to  pay  in  the  vnwle 
of  their  aasessments  before  the  government  be 
required  to  advance  its  assesaments.  which  was 
ivjected «  the  bill  was  then  ord^ed  to  be  en> 
gnased,  803*  and  pused  its  third  reading,  806. 
d^te  co»meiioe%  796. 

the  b'dl  to  eonfom  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  incorporating  tiie  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  an  aet  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  MaryUnd,  taken  up,  791 1  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  793  {  read  a  third  time  and  pass* 

Claima  ofSoutii  Carolina,  a  blU  for  the  adjoMment  of, 
taken  up,  417i  a  motkm  to  strike  out  the  aUiiW' 
ance  ofintereatloit,  431{  ordAedto  be  engiaie- 

ed,433. 
debate  commences,  417. 

for  slaves,  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  aet  of  1837 , 
for  the  adjustment  of  chums  of  persons  entitled 
to  iodemmfication  under  the  Treaty  ef  Ghrat, 
was  taken  up,  406|  ordered  to  be  eogiossed, 
411 1  bin  letumed  from  the  House  with  a« 
amendment  wtddi  waa  ooncurred  with,  787. 

debate  commences,  406. 
Cloae  of  the  sesuon,  messi^  sent  to  the  President  and 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  bifarmiiv  them 
that  the  Senate  had  conehided  )Hm  business,  and 
inquiring  if  they  had  any  otiier  eoounun'tcation 
to  make  to  them,  and  both  Houses  a^oorned, 

olQb 

CoUimhian  College,  a  b'dl  for  the  reKef  of,  taken  up,  73} 
postponed,  74»  agahi  taken  up,  345)  recomaoM. 
ted.MS  I  again  taken  up.  343 ;  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  344. 
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d^t«  «oiiimenec%  345. 
CaaMnid  r«ul»  a  UH  braagbt  in  for  to  eonthnutiom  29| 
th*  bill  tRken  up,  103)  ordered  to  b«.enn«iKd. 
135|  puMd,  127.  ^ 

the  bill  to  continue  thia  road  being  «ent  from  the 
HouM  w'.th  Mitendmenta*  they  were  Uken  up 
Air  coniideratjon.  505  (  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, 506|  again  taken  up,  7Hi  Mindiy  reaolu- 
tiont  reUttng  to  the  juriadiction  oT  the  ground 
«T«r  which  the  road  runa,  the  kee^ny  the  toad 
in  repair,  &e,  biU  poatponed,  717;  reanluUona 
again  taken  up,  ?17t  laid  on  the  table,  738. 

dd»ate  commencea,  103. 

reaohition  authoriiinff  an  inquiry  into  the  expe^> 
ency  relinquiiaing  the  road  to  the  Statea 
tbrou^  which  It  pasae^  135i  agreed  to.  137. 
.Cuatom^-the  biU  to  authorize  the  collection  of  customs 
in  LoniaviUe,  Pittsburg,  and  Cincinnati,  taken 
up,  570}  ordered  to  be  engroased,  571. 
Cuatora  houses  at  Newport  and  Mobile,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  sites,  and  the  erection  ^ 
cuilom  bouaea,  at  Newport  and  Mobile,  and  fur 
^cre^^of  the  custom  bouse  at  Ncwbuiyport, 

Decatur,  Bum,  *  bUl  for  the  tcKef  of,  taken  up.  343 1 
metion  to  tecomnit  the  bill  negatived,  368]  the 
bUnks  filled,  and  a  proviso  agreed  to*  368|  or- 
dered to  be  engrosaed,  377i  bill  passed,  S78. 
debate  commences,  348. 

Doty  OR  wines,  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported 
wines  was  taken  up,  804{  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 805: 

Dutita  on  imports,  a  memorial  preseated  from  a  eommit- 
tee  ^  of  the  dtizena  of  Boston,  remonstrating 
agaiitat  any  Increase  of  duties  on  imports,  pre- 
seRted.9t  ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred,  10. 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  concerning  diacriminat- 
ing  duties  on  tomuute  and  impost,  taken  up, 
337t  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  344. 

PortificatkHi^  the  bill  nuUng  sfipropriationa  fbr  cert4n 
fiHtificatipna  for  the  year  1838,  taken  up,  3M| 
and  after  fillingthe  blank  for  appropriation  with 
950,000  for  fortificationa  at  the  nwutli  of  Barata- 
ria,  agreed  to,  406. 
the  debate  commences,  S94. 

Frankii^  privilMe,  a  resolution  granting  it  to  tiie  Speak- 
er of  the  Hfluae  of  Repreaentatirei,  taken  up, 
474f  an  amendment  extending  the  fi«nking  pri< 
Til«ge  of  members  of  Congreas  negatived,  475  t 
an  unendment  confining  the  proposed  privi- 
lege to  the  sesHona  of  Congreaa  was  rejected, 
and  the  original  reaolution  ordered  to  «  third 
reading,  479. 
the  debMB  commences,  474. 

French  colonial  Hade,  the  bill  to  regulate  intercourse 
with  the  irianda    Martinique  and  Guadaloupe, 
taken  up,  553*  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  570 ) 
md  rtaa  the  third  time  the  followuig  day. 
Aw  dibftte  oomBwiwc^  553. 

Houri^  OMtting  elwifed  te  11  o'cloek,  4S3, 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  •  BiU  fiv  abolishing  it  intro- 
duocd.  It. 
and*  the  q»«eial  order  of  the  day,  18, 
amcndiMnu  proposed  31. 
bill  piMcd,  90. 
debelo  commences,  11. 
Indemnification  to  Foreigners,  the  petition  of  Robert 
Hall,  a  subject  of  Qreat  Britain,  praying  for  fur- 
ther indemnification  for  the  destruction  of  the 
ahip  Union,  S  (  laid  on  the  labt<^  6. 
Indiana,  a  bill  Introduced  to  autfaorite  tlic  Legislature 
of  tliat  State  to  sell  buwls  appropriated  for  the 


use  of  Schools,  3. 
read  a  aecond  time,  9 1  taken  iqi  for  a  third  read* 
ing,  10. 

Indian  Emigration,  the  bill  making  approprtatkm  for 
denaying  the  expense  of  a  delegation  of  Choc- 
taw and  Chickasaw  nations  of  Indians  to  cxamin* 
and  survey  famds  west  of  the  Hiasisaii^i,  taken 
up,  660. 

ordmd  to  be  engroaaed  663. 

debate  comroenccs,  660. 
Interest  the  bill  making  further  fHvviaion  for  the  ptf- 
ment  of,  on  money  expcitded  during  the 
War  for  the  public  defence  by  the  Statea  of 
New-Tork,  Pennsylvania,  DeUware,  Maiylanda 
and  Virginia,  taken  up,  583. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  590. 

debate  commences,  583. 
Internal  Improvements,  the  bill  to  giant  certain  uoarp. 

propriated  lands  to  the  Stale  of  Alabama  fpr  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  .aaTigation  aif  her 
Niven^  taken  up,  453. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  458. 

debate  commences,  45S. 

The  bill  fi-om  the  House  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing approprUtioi;s  fur,  taken  up,  603. 

an  anwndiaent  for  confining  the  proposed  appn- 
pHation  to  Surveys  already  commenced,  was 
carried  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  cMt> 
ing  vote  of  the  Speaker,  eXJ9. 

bill  again  taken  up,  639. 

and  the  decision  afterwards  eonfirmed  hjr*  M^nri- 
ty  of  one  vote,  631. 

the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  653. 

bill  returned  from  the  House,  with  a  refusal  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate's  amendments.  Tlie  comouttce 
of  the  Senate  recommend  receding  from  tb«ir 
amendmenta.  Tlte  1st  and  3d  amendatenta, 
were  receded  from.  A  recession  from  the  third 
waa  refused,  34  Totda  to  23,  and  it  was  maiated 
on.  735. 

■lanagers  appointed  to  confer  with  managen  of 
the  House,  on  Uie  ^u^ement  of  <ne  two 
>        Houses.  734. 

the  committee  reported  to  the  Semtt^  «d  th^ 
report  was  concurred  with,  787. 

debate  commences,  603. 

Jarvi^  Russel,  his  letter  to  the  Senate,  in  reforenee  to 
an  assault  charged  to  have  been  committed  hf 
him  in  the  Capitol,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  673. 

Ju^dary,  report  of  the  Judiciary  Comndttee  advciee 
to  a  Resolution  in  favor  of  erecting  proper  build- 
ings fbr  the  United  States  Courts  in  tiie  several 
States,  conridered  and  ordered  to  he  on  tbe 
table,  137. 

Judicial  Process  the  bill  to  regulate  process  in  the 
Statea  admitted  into  the  Onion  aince  1790,  WM 
read  a  3d  time,  90. 
taken  up,  301. 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  304. 
taken  up,  337. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  338. 
subject  again  taken  up,  443, 
laid  on  the  table,  343. 
again  taken  up,  344. 

motion  t«  reconsider  carried,  369.   

the  biltagain  taken  up,  371  f  recommitted  372. 
again  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engroase^  583. 
debate  commences^  301. 

Kenyon  College,  the  bill  granting  to  It  a  townriiip  of 

land,  uken  up,  »3. 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  ncfitired,  aad  tbm 

order  to  engross  it,  carried,  550. 
debate  commence^  933. 
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lamia,  yublK  *  wuhiriOH  ■■hwiHwl  MWtwetiwg  gt>  ttm- 
■rfttte  tm  pnUie  had*  to  inauire  wto  th«  txpa- 
dieney  of  ceding  the  pubuc  landa  trithinthe 
limiu  of  the  new  States  t«  tbc  wtwbI  Statei  in 
which  they  liCf  15. 

a  biU  introduced  for  gndnatmc  the  prioei  of  pub^ 
lie  Undfl,  33. 

taken  op,  151. 

posipoMd,  166. 

agaia  taken  up,  483. 

and  the  diacuiwQii  eentiniNd  for  a  oaiuiderable 
part  of  the  aeHioni  the  pimioaitioa  offering  a 
•abatitute  fer  the  oiwiad  bill  vaa  necativcd, 

656. 

and  the  original  bill  0m  ftnally  r^eeted.  678. 
debate  e«aiMnee%  33. 

iohei^  die  bill  to  aHthatise  Uw  rdinquikhinent 
of  the  t6th  aeoUoa  of  land*  for  the  uae  of 
acbooli  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  where  found 
barren  aad  anproduotivcp  taken  up,  479t  rq'ect> 
ed,  4S0. 

die  bill  gtmnting  to  Kenyon  College  a  towmhip  of 
Und,  taken  up,  A32f  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill,  negmtivcdi  and  an  order  to  cngrosait,  ear- 
ned, 550. 
debate  MMMncM,  533. 

tbc  hill  to  eootinue  in  fom  for  a  limited  time,  and 
to  amend  tboact  to  end>le  ehdmant^tolanda 
within  the  SUto  of  Miiaouri,  and  Territory  of 
Arkanaa^  waa  taken  up,  the  queatioo  on  order' 
ing  the  lull  to  he  engroned,  wai  negatired,  789. 
Land  Clahna,  the  bill  to  pravid*  for  the  final  aettlement 
of  printe  landohuma  in  tbc  acmal  States  aad 
Territories  waa  taken  up,  456. 

laid  on  the  table,  483. 

again  teken  up,  506. 

ordered  to  bccngrasaed,  507. 

debate  coia«eacc8,  458, 
Larohe  Frud%  a  hill  for  hit  relief  read  a  aeoond  Umc, 
and  ard«nd  to  be  ongfoMed.  35. 

debate  eommcneee,  33. 
LicataMnto  •rf'  the  Mury,  Um  bill  for  incrcMing  the  pay 
of  wch  a*  hare  served  tea  year*  and  upwardly 
waa  taken  up  for  coniideration,  80. 

otder  of  the  day,  96. 

pa8aed,103. 

debate  comeneea,  80. 

General  of  the  Amy,  a  reiolDtioa  Mitmittod  for 
abolitliing  the  office,  371. 

the  resolution  taken  up,  373. 

an  amendment  making  the  subject  a  matter  of  in- 
quiry for  the  milita^  eomrnitte^  carried,  379. 

the  committee  report  ft  to  be  inexpedient  te  aM. 
ish  the  office,  415. 
report  recommitted,  416. 

debate  commences,  373. 

the  bill  from  the  House  to  abolish  the  office  of 
ibjor  General  of  the  Army,  waa  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  788. 

ordered  to  fie  on  the  table,  805. 

debate  commences,  S05. 
NlKtary  road  in  Hsine,  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs 
instructed 'lO  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  ma- 
king such  a  road,  31. 
NiGtia,  the  bHl  to  provide  for  the  omnixation  of  the  nd- 
litia  of  the  United  btates,  taken  up,  344. 

laid  on  the  table,  345. 

i^in  taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table,  341, 
u;ain  taken  up  and  laid  on  the  table,  474. 
debate  commence^  S44. 
Uiami  Canal,  the  bill  to  aid  the  Stale  of  Ohio  to  make  the 
Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie,  taken 
up  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  809. 
Militaiy  Esubliibmeut,  (see  appropriations.) 


VmiUtSM  DcpwtMl*  dM^B  for  the  belter  oifui- 
ganixaiion  of;  taken  np  and  ordered  to  m  on  the 

table,  440. 

the  bill  for  increasing  Ae  payof  LIcutennti  (tee 
Lieutenants.) 

Na»y  Yard  between  cape  Hatteras  and  Florida,  a  rewilu. 
tion  submitted,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  report  to  Congreii,at  their  next  ^earion, 
whether  the  eatahlisliment  of  a  navy  yard  on 
some  point  between  the  above  phces,  be  to- 
gether with  the  expense  oF  the  work,  790. 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  793. 

Ogden  Abraham,  a  biU  for  die  reliefer  A.  Ogdenand 
others,  taken  up  SOS. 
The  queadon  on  engroniiv  negatived, 

376. 

Debate  commences  368. 
Older,  points  of,  decided,  166,  338,  334,  335,  336,  316, 
340,  341.  544,  561,  631,  633,  633,  651,  559, 
670.  678,  691,  693,  693,711,715.717,  734^ 
787. 

Outrages  in  the  Capitol,  two  r«edulien*  l»d  on  the  table 
in  relation  to  the  assaolt  made  by  Russell  Jarvis 
on  the  President's  Private  Seoretaiy,  and  that 
of  Doff  Green  en  B.  V.  Sparhawk,  one  <rf  the 
Reporters,  810. 

Peaanaers  a  bin  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of.  token  up.  111. 
bill  iMd  on  the  table,  114t  taken  up  and  ordered 

to  be  engrossed,  337. 
debate  commeneei^  111. 
PraMdent  of  the  United  States  a  communication  from 
him  ia  relation  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
and  a  demand  for  the  release  of  John  Baker, 

400. 

a  meaaage  stating  that  hts  Private  Secretary,  in 
pasnng  from  the  House  <^  Representatives  to 
the  Senate  Chamber,  had  been  way-Uidand  a*- 
saulted  in  the  Rotundo,  668. 

Prewdent  pro /cm,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  this  officeri  Mr-  Macoit  was  dedared  duty 
eleetedi  but  decUning  to  serve,  Mr.  Sadth  of 
Hatyland  was  then  elected  788. 

PriatCT  totbe  Senate,  a  pveaaible  Mid  residuttim  on  tAie 
subject,  3. 

Printing,  the  jmnt  resolatien  from  the  House  proposing 
to  leader  awre  economical  the  prinUng  of  the 
two  HoBse^  wss  taken  um  ana  ordered  to  Ita 
third  ntdiias,  80S. 

Pabfic  debt,  a  resohitioR  introduced,  instructing  die 
Coauaittec  of  Finance  to  inquire  whether  any 
error  had  occurred  in  the  construction  of  the 
fouith  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  poblie  deb^  as  to  the  aaiouat 
of  surplus  revenue  to  be  r^ned  in  the  Trm^ 
sury)&c.379. 
weed  to,  394, 

PaUe  BwhUngs,  the  bill  atakiag  appropriations  for, 
taken  up  and  passed,  734. 

Reporters  to  the  Senate,  a  resolution  agreed  to  dncetiag 
the  Seeretanr,  under  the  dh«ction  'of  the  Prcsi- 
dcat  of  the  Senate,  to  caase  scats  to  be  prepar- 
ed for  them  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, 8. 

Retrenchment  Reports,  a  motion  made  to  print  3000  co- 
pies of  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  the 
HouM  (rf  Representatives  on  Ketrenchawnt^ 
agreed  to  794. 
Rerolation,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  fDrvivif^  oAecra 
o^  taken  up,  138. 
aaiotion  made  to reeomodttlw bill,  149. 
withdrawn,  183. 

again  taken  up,  4S3.  After  several  unsaceniial 
effbitf  to  All  the  blank  in  the  biU,  with  euas 
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iTin^  ftom  91,000,000  to  9900,000,  md  the 
rejection  of «  notion  for  m  indefinite  postpone- 
inent,  the  biQ  wu  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tti>le. 

dditte  commences,  138. 

the  bill  from  the  Houiefbrtbe  relief  of  wnd^ 
Revolutionuy  olBeeri,  tnd  aoktien,  md  wt- 
dowi^'  was  reida  second  time,  and  rvfierred  to 
the  Comn^ttee  on  Pennons,  790. 

the  Committee  reported,  that  it  vas  not  possible 
to  act  upon  the  bill  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
tesaioo.and  wu  dii^ai|fed  from  Hi  fiiither  con- 
sideration, 804. 

debate  comroeiKes,  TSO. 
Roles  oTlbe  Senate,  an  amendment  to  propoeed,  6. 

lud  on  the  table,  7. 

Salt,  bill  introduced  for  leptkUi^  in  part  UMdutgr  there- 
on«  3. 
taken  up,  591. 
kid  ontlie  table.  603. 
delate  eommencei^  591. 
Salt  Sprim,  m  bUl  aottaociu w  the  Pnddent  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States  to  eauM  the  rMerred  Salt  Springs,  in 
the  State  of  MiMouri,  to  be  cxpoaed  to  saki 
read  a  2d  and  3d  tnn^  ud  ordmd  to  be  «!• 
gromed*  30. 

School  Ijinds  in  Indiana,  a  bill  to  sutliorize  the  SUte  to 
seB  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  to  Ae  use 
of  Schools,  read  a  3d  time,  8. 
bud  on  the  table,  9- 
taken  up,  10. 
ordered  to  be  engroBsed,  11. 
Seats,  a  resohttion  for  changing  the  seaU  ofthe  Senate 

Chamber,  taken  up,  negatived,  665. 
Sinking  Fund,  a  bill  altering  the  act  establi^ing  the 
Sinking  Fund,  was  taken  up  and  di8cuMed,but 
flnallf  laid  on  the  table,  for  want  of  time  duly  to 
cofwder  its  pRnirions,  789. 
SfamTrftdCi  tiwbffl  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
preaiion  of  tiie  Stave  TiUe,  taken  up,  and  hud 
onthetabl^SOfi. 
agAin  taken  up,  808. 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  providing 
ftSO/KX)  to  rettoie  nwoea  to  the  coaat  of  Afi^ 
ca,  negatived,  and  the  bill  <wtlered  to  a  tMrd 
reading,  809. 
debate  commence^  8D6. 
SUvca,  deported,  a  stipplementmy  bill  introduced  for 
the  acyustraent  ia  claims  to  indemniftoation,  on- 
der  Uie  treaty  of  Ghent,  406. 
ndered  to  be  engrossed,  41I. 
the  bill  returned  from  the  Rouse  with  an  wnend- 

ment,  laid  on  the  tables  736. 
amendment  ofthe  House  conomed  witb,  787- 
debate  commences,  406, 
Slaves,  capturedji^  bill  passed,  cancelling  a  bond  in  re- 
lation to  thttDf  30. 
South  Carolina,  Claims  of  f^jSx  Claimt.J 
fipaihawk.  Edward  Y.  h«  memorial  complaining  of  an 
assault  from  Duff  Green,  in  a  roemdevvtedto 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  presented*  186. 
laid  on  the  Ubie,  187. 
Buv^us  Bercnue,  a  resolution  respectini^  introduced  by 
Mr.  Benton,  and  agreed  to,  C*^  Publk  ^^^*^ 

Tariff,  the  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on  certain  imported 
articles,  was  taken  up,  r35. 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrowed,  785. 
motion  aS  indefinite  postponement  negativedt  lull 
^    passed  786. 

deoate  oommcnees  735. 

Vaccination,  the  bill  to  encourage,  taken  up,  550. 
rejected,  553. 

Vice  president  of  the  United  Statei^  his  powers  conai- 


dervd,'  hi  a  nfoft  of  tk«  an— iWae  appuiMid 
to  reriw  the  nlH  of  the  Smate,  SMi  avread  to^ 
341. 

debate  coMmttHHi^  378. 

Westem  Armory,  a  resolution  introduced,  autiiorisinff 
die  Secretary  of  War  to  instmct  an  officer  of  the 
Corps  of  Eiwinecrs  to  eiamine  tha  Hon*  Shon 
Bend,  on  licking  river,  tn  Kentucky,  and  report 
the  practicability  of  cstabHshiiy  an  armory  titere^ 
4  t  residution  withdrawn,  7> 
debate  commencei^  4. 

Wines,  dotyonreduoe^  (SuDnHrn.) 

Yeai  and  Nayi  on  an  anondoMnt  to  the  bill  fbr  the  abo- 
lishment of  imprisonment  ferdebt,  to  strike  out 
the  9th  section,  wirich  provide*,  that  in  alt  eases 
where  the  body  shall  be  subject  to  imprison- 
ment, such  person  shall  be  ffeprived  of  prison 
"bounds,  and  kept  in  close  enstody  untd  di» 
charged  by  due  course  of  law,  70. 

on  another  amendment  to  the  same  bill,  strikiiw 
oat  a  part  of  one  lectlDn,  and  adding  scrcraJ 
others,  84. 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  90. 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of 
lieutenants  in  the  Kavy,  103. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  making  sppivpiiatioM  for 
the  completion  of  the  Cumberand  Road  from 
&idgeport  to  ZanecviUe,  135. 

on  a  motion  to  recomnut  the  bill  few  the  reli^  of  - 
Susan  Decator,  368- 

on  engrosring  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham 
Ogden.376. 

on  engrosnng  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  De- 
catur, 377. 

on  an  amendment  to  a  proposed  amendment  ofthe 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  in  rektkm-to  the  poweraoC 

the  Vice  President,  337. 
im  three  other  amendmeots  to  Mud  prepoee  J 

amendment,  340. 
on  an  amendment  to  the  iHllto  regulate  pieeeMM 

the  Courts  of  the  U.  Stales,  to  strike  out  the 

original  bill,  337. 
on  aiwpting  the  first  section  of  said  bill,  338. 
on  adopting  the  second  section,  ib. 
on  engrossing  the  bUl  fbr  amstiw  claims  Ibr 

davcs  und«  ttie  treatar  of  Ghent,  411. 
on  filling  the  blank  in  tne  bill  for  providing  for 

surriving  revolutionaiy  officers  wiui  t  tOO^QOt^ 

448. 

on  a  motion  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  bill,  ib. 

on  filling  the  blank  with  |500,000,  ib. 

00  engrossing,  tiie  bill  to  grant  certain  retinqumli- 
cd  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  or  Alsi- 
bama,  for  the  purpose  improving  the  navt^- 
tion  i(  her  rivers,  458. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  making  appropriatiMS  for 
tiie  construction  of  a  breakwitter  at  the  mouth 
oftbeDetewareBi^,  470. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  the  widow 
of  Gen.  Brown,  538. 

on  engrossing  the  bill  maUng  fbrther  prorinon  fi^ 
the  payment  of  interest  on  moneys  expendcn 
during  the  late  war,  for  the  public  defence,  bjr 
the  Stales  of  New  Twk,  Penni^Ivania,  Deln- 

Nware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  590. 
on  an  amendment  to  tlie  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  internal  improvements,  inserting-  the 
words  "  until  the  mirveys  already  commenced 
are  completed."  608. 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  graduate  the  prioea 
of  public  lands,  to  strike  out  tiic  first  section^ 
in  order  to  insert  a  substitute,  656. 
on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  repealing,  in  part* 
the  duly  on  salt,  673. 
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on  uagnmimg  the  biU  ibr  tha  oMtiinKtioi)  of  the 
Combeilftnd  Boitd  timncb  «m  Bute  of  lodUne, 
675. 

on  eMgnauttg  the  bin  fbr  th«  i^uettan  of  Uift 
prioe  oT  Public  Lendi^  678. 

on  tm  Mnendment  to  die  biU  fbr  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain BorolnUonuy  OlBeen  and  Soldien,  to 
strike  out  the  oripnal  bill,  end  ineert  a  nibsti- 
tlite.  A  diririon  of  the  qucitioa  being  called 
fiv,  the  striking  out  was  agreed  to»  and  the 
Teas  and  Nay»  wen  taken  on  imerting  the  nib* 
■titute.  713. 

on  engroMtng  the  biU  as  amended,  ib. 

on  the  paMage  of  the  bill  making  appropriationa 
for  Public  Boildinga,  734. 

on  the  question  to  recede  from  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  making  appro[HiationB  for  Internal  Im* 
provementi,  confining  the  appropriation  of 
930,000  to  sorreyn  amdjr  oomneoM^  ib. 

mi  striUng  oat  the  tlurd  seetion  of  dw  Tariff 
bill,  765. 

on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  785. 

on  m  motion  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  bill,  786. 

on  the  pauage  of  the  bill,  lb. 

on  a  Resohitaeo  of  &e  Comdttee  of  ConfeEonee 


on  4ke(liH«MeingTOl«iortbet»  HooMi  m 
Um  bill  for  Internal  Improrements,  TV. 
on  the  queslioo  of  oonsidiBring  the  bUl  to  confirm 
an  act  of  the  L^isUture  of  Virginn,  inoorporat* 
ing  tiie  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
&0.  793. 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  authorise  the  sub< 
scription  to  Stock  in  the  Ches^Make  and  Ohio 
Canal,  to  strike  out  of  the  first  section  the  word 
"Mi,"  803. 

on  an  amendment  in  the  8tik  line  i^  the  first  aec* 
tlon,  ib. 

on  another  amendment,  to  strikeout  the  foDowing 
Tordft— "  nor  nntil  one  half  of  the  igpK^ta 
amount  of  aueh  asseMMirt  shall  hare  been 

paid."  ib. 

on  engrossim  the  amendmealSt  and  ordering  the 

b'dl  to  a  thud  reading,  804 
on  the  pasaage  of  the  Ml,  806. 
on  engrossing  the  bill  to  reduee  the  duty  en  iin- 

ported  Wine^  805. 
on  ordering  the  hill  to  abolish  the  offioe  of  M^jor^ 

General  to  a  third  reading,  807. 
on  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  biU  to  aid  the 

State  oT Ohio  to  m&ke  the  Mian^  Canal,  809. 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


ArMfl^ment  of  BuMnesa,  Committees  on  the  several 
subjects  in  the  President's  Message,  q^nted, 

813 

•Armoiy,  a  Resolution  snhnutted,  jnetniCting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hilitaiy  iJUn  to  In^aire  hrto  tke  ex- 
pediency of  eat^Bihiiqf  an  Aimory  on  Harpeth 
BireF,  895. 
*fn«d  to  696. 
ApprophBtims  for  the  Navv  taken  up  in  Committee, 

1917. 

ftv  Pottifloadona^  on  amendment  of  the  Sonal^ 

1920. 

Aeeomtfiqf  OAcers  of  the  TManBy,  a  Resolution  re- 
specting, 1954'. 
reaolntion  committed,  1998. 
Adjournment,  a  Resolution  fbr  appointing  a  Joint  Com> 
mittee'  to  fix  on  a  day  of  adjournment,  3480. 
the  Committee  reported  the  36tb  of  Hay,  3541. 
resoliition  i^teed  tok  S596. 
Arnault  on  tlM  FreMent^s  Seeietaiy  by  Rumel  Jarri^ 
two  Reports  on  -tfie  subject,  '3715. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  3733. 
aubjeet  ootioed  and  remarked  upon,  3754. 
Ahbama  Land,  a  bill  to  aid  in  a  Canal  roand  the  Musde 
Sheah^  3733,  3743. 

Bank  of  th»  United  States  a  Resohtfion  introduced  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  |Hwiding  by  law 
for  the  sale  of  that  pwtion  of  the  Stock  of  tbb 
Bank  tieJd  by  the  GoTemmeat,  and  of  applying 
the  nroceeda  to  the  payment  of  the  pabUe 
debt,  815. 

Uid  on  the  table,  818. 

taken  up,  837. 

a  motion  to  lay  the  Resolution  on  tiie  table  nega^ 
lived,  850. 

rejected,  858. 

debate  commences,  837. 
Battle  of  New-Orleans,  a  ResidutioR  imposing  to  have 
an  Hiatoriciil  Painting  of  the  Battle  of  New  Or. 
leans  placed  in  one  <^  the  panneb  of  the  Rotun- 
da of  die  Ca^l,  and  that  Washtngton  AOston 
be  engaged  to  dewgn  and  finish  the  work,  939. 


various  amendnwnts  were  proposed  to  this  Aesolu- 
tion,  embra^ng  some  of  our  most  reDNurkabls 
Battle^by  sea  and  land,  whnch  were  all  n^pt^ 
tired.   The  particuhra  appear  in  tile  d<4»ate  on 
thcoecauon. 
debate  commences,  939. 
Brown,  General,  a  messsge  received  from  the  Senate 
announcing  the  death  irf  the  Genera^  and  the 
mdns  made  in  relation  to  lus  foneial,  1608. 
Brown,  Mrs.  a'blU  for  her  relief,  taken  up^  3079. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  208& 
biU  paast^  3089. 
Bradtf         with,  a  resolutig*  oalMng  ftrn  mttitn  co^ 
respondence,  3509. 
reaohition  adopted,  3540. 
Bsmcks  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  Hetolutioo  to  authoriso 

the  Preudent  to  loan  them  to  n  MifiteT  ScboiA 
agreed  to,  3540. 

Bo«ndai7  lines  of  Ohio,  ln«£aaa,and  dfimrisb  a  bill  tor 
ascertaining  the  trae  boundary,  taken  up,  3350L 
Breakwater  in  the  DeUware,  bill  to  commeoot  tiie  ckc< 
tioo  of  a,  taken  up,  3733. 
.oidered  to  a  third  reading,  3734. 

Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  House  appoiitted,  813, 
Committees,  Standing,  af^nted,  813. 
OhapUo  to  Congress  elected,  815. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CaiMil,  the  Cfaainnan  of  the  Cum. 
mittee  on,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain 
an  act  oonfiroung  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  an  Aet  of  the  State  oi 
Maryland  for  the  same  purpose,  890. 
alao^  a  bill  authorixing  a  aubseriptiMi  to  the  Stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  OUo  Caonl  Oon^iany,  it* 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  Comnuttce  of  the  whole 
was  (Usohai^cdfrom  the  further  conriderAioa  of 
the  bills  in  relation  to  this  subject,  2571, 
the  bill  taken  up  by  the  House,  3596. 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  3616. 
the  bill  passed,  3639. 

the  bill  fop  enbvging  the  powers  of  the  Corpon- 

tioB  of  Waahu^ton  vna  takes  tm,  3670. 
otd«ttdtobeen|^o«ed,367r.  biU  pamed,  3695. 
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OHUIfai  UIiMmis  rNdnttoiumbwittodiMtnietiiitrtbe 
Commntce  on  Roadi  and  Guiab  to  inquire  into 
the  •xpeiliency  of  tppropriatiiig  a  Min  of  money 
IbremBining  and  detennintnfif  upon  a  Hiitable 
route  for  a  Canal  aeroM  th«  pciiinauta  of  MiebU 
gan,  to  connect  the  Waten  of  Lakci  Mkfaigan 
and  Brie,  898. 
retolutiona  ^reed  to,  899. 
Captured  African^  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  auth(Hixe 
the  canoeninir  of  a  bond  therein  mentioned*  was 
twice  lead*  915. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Ubie,  916, 
bill  again  taken  up,  955. 

recommitted,  with  inatnicUons  that  the  facta  of 

the  case  be  reported,  968. 
the  Judiciary  Committee  malie  their  Report,  998. 
the  bill  frnra  the  Senate  on  theaame  lubjeet  refer- 
red to  the  same  Committee  of  the  WbolC)  with 
the  billof  this  House,  1005. 
debate  commences,  955. 
Carroll*  Chariei,  of  CairolltoiH  wiTilege  ot  franking 

extended  to  htm.  2733«  8753. 
Cloae  of  the  Session,  3r68. 

CundKrland  lload,  notice  given  that  the  bill  which  was 
befture  Congress  at  lis  last  sesnon,  would  be 
called  up  at  thi%  and  a  proposed  amendment 
thereto^  ordered  to  be  pnntcd»  1004. 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  KesolutioR  Uken  up,  reouesting  the 
President  to  inform  the  House  wnether  any, 
and  what  measures  luve been  taken  to  presenre 
inviolate  that  part  of  the  Conititotion  which  de- 
clares that  no  new  State  shsll  be  formed  within 
the  iuiisdie^n  of  any  other  State,  &c.  1593. 
Ksolution  Utd  on  the  table,  1593. 
ancedto,  1718. 
debate  eummences,  1592. 
Cnek.  IndianS)  information  called  for  in  relation  to  a 
TreaW  concluded  wiUi  them  in  Nov.  1827, 

1953 

resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  any 
ChaigcstiiathaJ  been  preferred  against  the  U. 
Stotea  Agent  fiff  the  Creek  Indians*  agreed  to, 

3345. 

l>*Aateiin  Marigngr,  a  UU  fbr  tfaerelief  of,  «a«tak«n 

tip,  899. 

amendment  proposed  providing  a  compensation 
for  the  lost  time  of  the  petitioner's  sUve,and  the 
expenses  of  medicd  treatment,  900. 

ftfter  a  discussion  of  this  amendment  for  several 
day*  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  oomnh- 
t«e^  liainfTi  ^  Hoofle  refused  leave  to  lit 
ag•b^  1039. 

a  motion  was  made  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  a  diviwon  of  the  question  being  called  for, 
and  the  question  for  diadMrging  the  committee 
passed  in  the  afimative,  ib. 

a  motion  was  Uien  made  to  reeomnut  the  bill  and 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Ctaims,  lb. 

an  amendment  proposing  sn  additional  section  al. 
lowing  9334  for  the  injury  done  to  the  slave, 

1048. 

adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 

1122. 

on  it*  third  reading,  a  motion  to  recommit  the  btU 

oniticd.  1486. 
debate  commcneea  899. 
nubord  Anna,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  wu  rejected,  3573. 

Eleclton,  a  memorial  from  the  city  of  Philaddpliia,  repre- 
senting that  John  Sergeant  and  Hent^  Horn  had 
each  received  a  like  number  votes  a(  the  late 
doction  for  members  of  this  House,  and  suggest- 
ing aome  irregularity  in  the  election,  818. 
reiBiTed  to  the  Commttttc  of  Bleetiona,  818. 


tbe  Coomrittee  of  Bleetions  report,  tiMt  Jahn  Ser< 
gcant  is  entitled  to  bis  Mat,  wfaiob  repott  is  con- 
curred with,  999. 
Emigration  of  Infians,  tbe  bin  making  a|lpiopriationB  far 
the  Indian  Department,  taken  up,  1533. 

amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  Ae  words, 
"  and  for  aiding  said  Cberokeea,  and  inch  other 
Indiana  as  may  be  so  disposed,  to  emigrate  to 
places  weatoftfae  Misrisrippi,  1539."  Negatir- 
ed,  1566. 

the  oooMiittoe  ftported  the  biU  to  the  Honae^ 

1592. 

debate  conunenees,  15.^. 
Engineers,  a  call  on  the  President  to  know  what  canaea 
have  prevented  him  from  communicating  there- 
put  of,  on  the  practicability  of  unitimfby  a  ca- 
nal, the  waters  of  James  and  Great  Kenhnm 
Rivers,  1936. 
oid««d  to  lie  on  the  taUe,  1938. 
EloetmU  votes  fbr  President,  aresolution  oiling  fbrinfbr- 
nation  on  the  subject,  in  reUtien  to  the  fbtm  of 
certiftcates  of  such  elections,  2640. 
motion  laid  on  the  table,  364S. 

Florida,  Right  of  Snfftage,  a  bill  reported  to  secure  to 
cation  inhabitants  the  right  of  voting,  fce.  819: 
ordered  to  its  third  reading,  830. 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  LegWative 
Council,  3216. 
Fortifications,  the  biU  maldng  appropriations  for,  1930. 
Florida  Land  Claims,  a  bill  for  settfii^  then,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  2380. 
committed  to  a  Committee  cftho'Whol^  3*18. 
taken  up,  3733. 
orderedf  to  be  engroaaed,  3738. 

Oeotgia  and  Fk«tda  BetindaiT  Lln^  a  message  firam  6te 
President  on  the  siAjeot,  1090. 
referred  to  the  Conmittce  on  the  Jodidaiy,  1093L 
Greek  and  Latin  booki^  a  bill  to  rodooe  AntbttrJU,  pns»> 

ed,3496 

Hcridmer,  the  late  Briga&r,  a  rcoohitlon  uMtnnKng  the 
Committee  on  Rev<4utiDnary  Claires  to  inquire 
into  the  cxpedienqr  of  carrying  into  effoct  ar^ 
solution  of  Congress  in  1777,  directii^  a  Monu- 
ment to  the  memory  the  Briga^er,  who  was 
kiUed  in  fighting  for  the  fibcrties  of  luseonft- 
try,  914. 
resolution  adopted,  915. 

Historical  Paintings,  a  rcsiriution  introduced,  proposing 
tofilloneortbepannelBofthe  Rotundoof  thn 
Capitol  with  a  Paintii^  of  the  Battle  of  New  Or* 
leanst  and  tlut  Washington  Allsion  be  engaged 
to  design  and  finish  the  work,  939. 
various  amendments  to  tiiis  rcbolution  wow  pm> 
posed,  embracing  some  of  our  most  remarkable 
MUtles  by  sea  and  land,  which  wm  all  nega- 
tived. The  particulars  appear  in  the  debate  on 
the  oecariun. 
debate  commences,  929. 

Holcombe,  Mr.  his  deatlt  annooneed,  and  the  usual  reeo- 
lution  for  gwng  into  mourning,  adopted,  1063. 

HatbourM  biU  for  the  improvement  of  eertmn,  tak<^^ 

Internal  Improreawnt,  a  resolution  taken  up*  Unt^wg 
ttkc  Secretary  of  War  to  coinrankato  to  the 

House  the  report  of  the  Engineefs  en  the  pn^ 
ticability  (>t  uniting,  by  a  canal,  the  watora  of 
James  and  the  -Great  Kenbawa  rivers,  891. 
resolution  adopted,  894. 

bill  making  appropriations  for  Internal  Improre* 

mants,  tdten  up,  1510. 
and  vent  through  the  Committte  of  the  WhoAe, 

1S33. 
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tlw  MoQM  took  up  Uw  MO  for  eoaMmllm,l609. 
•mradiMnt  proposed  to  add  the  following  provt- 
•Di     that  no  part  of  the  sppnprteUon  be  ex 

Ended  on  any  other  warwvjB,  cMopt  wch  u 
re  ahvadf  been  contracted  fbr,  or  where 
the  iurve)f  hereafter  maUe  are  preparatory  to 
the  eonitnration  uf  roada  or  vnmiijht  the  tram* 
pettatkMoftlicaaaik  or  fbmiHiiMXpurpwwV' 

negatived*  1698. 

Another  amendnent  pmposed:  **  provided  that 
only  so  much  of  this  appropriation  hereby  made 
ai  shall  be  neoeiBBiy  for  tbecompletton  of  neh 
aurreyi  and  esaninations  as  ham  booa  dready 
rcommenced,  shall  be  expended,  16Mk 

rejected,  1810. 

the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  1811. 

passed  its  third  reading*  1819.  ■ 

resolaiion  of  Mr.  Wle1cliff<e*caini^  for  aa  estimate 
of  the  aaHHint  necessary  to  execute  the  propo* 
■iiionsfiir  Internal  Improvements,  3133. 

resolution  passed,  3318. 

the  amendnients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

bill  making  appropriatioM  for  Internal  Improve- 
roeiits,  were  taken  up,  3376. 

a  part  of  the  amendment*  agreed  to,  and  the  rest 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Cenrerence,3588. 

the  Committee  recommendt  a  eompromia^  3674:. 

both  Houses  having  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
eompRuiMse,  the  bill  passed,  369J. 

debate  commences,  1510. 
illdim%  a  resolution  introduced  instructing  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 
enn  of  establishing  soom  mode  of  removing 
giMually  all  the  hdiaiis  east  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  west  of  tturt  river,  Blc  830. 

adopted,  823. 

removal  of,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  removal 
of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians^  taken 
up,  996. 

adopted,  898. 

a  bill  reported  by  ibeConnnittee  on  Indian  AflUra. 
making  appropriation  to  defVay  the  cxpentci  of 
certain  Indians  who  propose  to  emigrate,  914. 

bill  for  removal  of  Choctaw  IndiaAs,  passed,  3553. 
Indian  Affairs,  a  resolution  concerning,  taken  up,  1939. 

agreed  to,  1953. 
Iwlian  Governments,  the  Chainnan  of  the  Judiciar>-  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  committed  a  resolution  to 
inquire  if  any  o(  the  Indian  tribes  have  oiwaniz* 
ed  an  Independent  Qovemment^  with  a  new  to 
a  permanent  location  in  said  Stetcsi  if  si^  into 
the  expediency  ot  reporting  necessaiy  measures 
to  arrest  such  location,  wished  to  be  discharged 
firom  Its  consideration,  914. 

the  above  resolution  taken  up  for  eonrideration, 

935. 

ao  amendment  was  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words  **to  arrest  such  permaneirt  looUion,*' 

936. 

,  motion  negatived,  and  resolution  adopted,  939. 
debate  euinmenoes,  935. 
In^n  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  Department  for  1838,  taken  up, 

1533. 

amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  for  ^ng  said  Cberokces,  and  sueh  oilier 
Indians  as  may  be  so  disposed,  to  emigrate  to 
pieces  west  of  the  Missisuppi,"  1539. 

negatived,  1566. 

the  Committee  repotted  the  bUl  to  the  House, 

1593. 

bill  again  taken  up,  3480. 
bill  passed,  3494. 
debate  cummeiices,  1533. 
S-«a  for  Rail-road,  the  bill  to  ^  the  Bahinwr*  BaU-rotd 


Company  by  remitting  the  duty  on  Aeir  In- 
ported  iron,  3733,  postponed,  ^61. 

Jarvia  Rinsel,  his  letter  respecting  his  assaolt  am  Mr. 
John  Adams,  3381. 

Jadioial  Process,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  to  regit* 
late  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  UnitedStateo 
was  read  «  tlUrd  time  and  pajsed,  SfidO. 

Land  Offices,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  directed  to 
repoK  alist  of'the  persons  appointed  to  ezsmin* 
them,  Sic  1909. 

Lands  Public,  a  bill  for  the  sale  of.  3050. 
bill  paased,  3053. 

a  resolution  proposing  to  reduce  the  price  of, 

3373. 

laid  on  the  table,  3380. 

huwla  relioqtttehed  in  Alabama,  the  bill  postponed* 

3765. 

Uanufiustutes,  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  thia 
Mibject  submitted  a  resolution,  proposing  to  give 
to  the  committee  power  to  seM  m  persons  and 
papers,  863. 

motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  nega* 
tived,  883. 

an  amendment,  limiting  the  objecU  of  inquiry. 

agreed  to.  868. 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  889. 
leave  given  to  the  Committee  to  sit  during  tb« 

Mtting  of  the  House,  955. 
Keport  of  the  Committer  accompaoied  by  a  biU 

in  alteration  of  Uie  acreral  acts  imposiag  dutiea 

on  import^  1274. 
see  the  proceedings  on  this  subject  oadcr  the 

head  Tariff. 

Meade,  Richard  W.  tlie  claim      the  biO  for  the  relief 

of  Mr.  Meade,  taken  up,  1594. 

tlie  committee  rose,  as  stated,  with  a  view  to  fur- 
ther  inquiry,  1608. 

again  taken  up,  1819. 

committee  reported  progress,  1830^ 

the  subject  again  taken  up,  1910^ 

bill  rejected,  1970. . 
Mobile  Court  Martial,  a  resdulion  introduced,  diiectii^ 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  the  House  wUha 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court*martia^ 
which  commenced  iu  sittmgi  at  or  near  Mobile, 
on  the  5th  of  December,  1814,  foe  the  trial  of 
pertain  Tennessee  militiamen,  &c  975. 

the  resolution  taken  ap,  but  no  deeidon  bad.  999. 

the  subject  resunwd,  1031. 

adopted,  with  some  amendmenti^  1048. 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  War  bOd  beftt* 
the  House.  1353. 

a  resolution  taken  up,  instructing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  furnish  Uie  House  with  copies  ol  all  oor* 
respondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Oen.  Jackson,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Creek  war,  until  tlie  1st  of  March.  IBIS,  on  th« 
subject  of  the  draft,  seniee,  and  dischu^  of 
the  several  corps  of  Tennessee  mihtia,  and 
Agreed  (o,  I48t>. 

repnrt  uf  llie  Secretary  of  War  laid  before  the 
House,  and  taken  up,  1487. 

previous  question  called  for,  motion  prevailed, 
1506.  *^ 

the  resolution  then  passed,  ib. 

debate  commences,  999. 
Military  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  military  apptxt- 

priauuns  for  the  year  1828.  taken  up,  1533|  order* 

ed  to  a  third  reading,  1593. 

debate  commences,  1533. 
MUitia  military  executlous,  resolutions  ofiered,  declaring 

the  execution  of  certain  militiamen  in  Tennesacc. 

to  be  in  contnrention  of  their  rights  as  ehieew^ 
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mad  in  d«rogiit!aa  cf  the  Mmtttqtbn  uid  Itwi 

of  the  Uodt  a  Motion  to  Uy  tbem  on  the  table 

and  to  print  them,  rejected,  17116. 
Houated  Volunteen,  pn^oiition  fur  inquiring  Into  the 

expediency  of  raising,  adopted,  9054. 
MtmorU^a  reiMHtion  reapeeting  the  printing  of  than, 

smor  General,  an  inqoiiy  into  the  eapedienqy  of  abo< 

lishing  the  office,  3484. 

MMilttlion  agreed  to,  3493. 

the  bill  for  abolishing  the  ofiioe  taken  np,  3678. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  3694. 

bill  passed,  S695. 
Mint  of  tlie  United  States^  a  bill  to  continue  the  mint  in 

Philadelphia,  ho.  takoi  np^  3679. 
Morgan,  William,  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  h'n  ab* 

duetion  by  the  freemaaona,  presented,  3644. 

referted  to  the  Piendoit  of  tiie  United  Statea. 

Navy  Hospitals,  a  reaotution  submitted,  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  M«an^  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  eaosing  to  be  paid  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  such  sums 
as  may  be  due  to  the  Navy  hospital  fund,  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  830. 
resolution  adopted,  823. 

a  bin  reported  making  an  appropriation  to  the 
Navy  Hospital  Funt^  twice  read  and  commit* 
ted,  890. 

Nary  Appropriations,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Naval  service  for  1838,  taken  up,  1506. 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  1510. 
HMndmenti  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  taken  up, 

1917. 

MatonliKation,  a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  on  this  subject 

taken  up,  2555. 
North  Carolina  Indisns,  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  Indian  Department,  for  re- 
funding money  expended  by  that  State  in  ex- 
tingui&ing  certain  Indian  titles  5U80. 
the  House  receded  fh>m  its  disagreement  to  the 
Senate^  amendment,  3595. 
National  Paintings,  means  to  be  taken  to  secure  them 
from  injury  from  the  effects  of  dampness,  2768. 

Order,  points  of,  865,  869.  871,  874,  893,  909,  937,  928, 
933,  937,  947.  965,  1002, 1030, 1049, 1055, 1098, 
1112, 1128, 1142,  1154^  1155,  U70, 1192. 1193, 
1195, 1201, 1203, 1208, 1222, 1223. 1224,  1225, 
1236, 1329, 1345, 1252, 1398, 1417, 1419, 1420, 
1433, 1435. 1432,  1455,1456.1457, 1490, 1493, 
1494^  1498. 1504, 1689, 1731, 1734, 1726, 1749. 
1755, 1784, 1830, 1831, 1835, 1950, 1962,  1966, 
2053,  2055,  2056, 2131, 2135, 2193,  2210, 2211, 
2213. 2222,  2261, 2267, 2389, 2291,  2293,  2309, 
2310,  2312,  2366,  2479, 2563,  2605,2664,2673, 
2698. 2699. 2710, 2714, 3740,  2750,  2766.  2767. 

ffliio  Canal  bill,  taken  up,  3733,  3735. 
rejected.  2743. 

Ohio  Camlt,  a  bill  to  wd  that  State  hi  extending  the  Mi- 
ami Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Krie,  taken  up, 

2733,  3735. 

psastd,  3767. 

Preudenl's  Message  communicated.  812. 
Printing  Public  Uocuments — a  Resolution  introduced, 
instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Bules  to  in- 
quire whether  any  amendment  be  neeessaty  in 
relation  to  the  printing  of  Reports  and  other 
doGumenti^  1718. 
rtisolutiont  andamendmentslfiidonthc  table,1735. 
debate  commence!,  1718. 
Printing  of  Congress— a  Resolution  altering  the  manner 
of  printing.  3730,  3746. 
adopted,  3753. 


Private  Piefttvty—a  ftwohituM  iatiDduced,  intnictinr 
the  Jadicianr  ComMittee  to  enf|uii«  into  tihe  ex- 
pediensy  of  aettlifig  by  law,  wider  what  ruleib 
private  property  (if  to  be  lakenat  all)  shall  be 
taken  for  public  use,  1005. 

agreed  to,  1006. 
Public  Buildings  a  ReaokitionlMbmitted,  inatrueting  the 
committee  on  ib^  Mbket  to  inquin  and  report 
whetiier  it  b«  expedient  to  puce  die  Pubfio 
Buildings,  Sic.  onder  the  pvoteetios  of  the  Ci^ 
Pfdioe,  or  to  create  a  diitinet  aothim^  to  valm 
OTertbem,  861. 

resolution  agreed  to,  863. 

btU  makiBg  apprapriationa  for  ccHDpletii^  the 
public  bwUinga  taken  up,  3506. 
ordered  to  be  engroMed,  3508. 
PubUc  Lan^Ml^^tbe  bill  to  rerive  and  continue  in 
IbrcMVPfcTeral  acta  making  provision  for  the 
extii^^niafament  of  the  debt  due  by  the  purcha* 
aera  of  public  landa  i  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  whidi  have  re- 
verted for  non-payinent.  894. 

ofdered  to  lie  engrossed  for  athird  reading,  895. 
Public  Burinass  a  Resolution  introdueed  to  inqaire  into 
the  expedient^  of  adopting  some  rale  Ibr  the 
^ipateh  of  public  busineaib  1754. 

r^ected,  1756. 
Public  Lands,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of.  3050. 

bill  passed,  3053. 
Public  Documents,  resolution  for  dkbributien  of.  3738. 

Bail  Roads,  a  biD  to  aulhoriae  the  imporution  of  iron  and 
raaohinny,  duty  free,  3508. 

Randolph.  J^,  applies  to  Uie  Senate  to  be  excused 
fivm  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Waya  anfl 
Means,  and  is  excused  aocMdin^ly,  819. 

Ratio  of  Representation,  a  bill  introdueed  to  fix  it  after 
the  Sd  of  March.  1833,  815. 
refisrred  to  aaelect  committee,  327. 
the  committee  reported  that  it  wtm  ute^Mtfient 
at  this  time  to  pass  any  law  on  the  subject,  1143. 

Bepreaentatives*  Hatl.  a  resolution  introdaoed  pnhibit- 
iog  the  use  of,  unless  spedidly  gfanted  by  or- 
der of  the  House,  1699. 

Revolutionary  Land  Warrants,  a  RcaiJution  submitted 
directkig  the  Secietary  of  War  to  by  before  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  number  of  MUitaty 
land  warranta  ^le  to  tiie  Officera  and  Sol^ata 
of  the  Revolution,  which  remain  in  his  office 
uncalled  for,  860. 

Revolutionary  Soldiers— a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  aur- 
viriog  officera  and  aokUera  of  the  cerolntion. 
taken  up,  3596. 
bill  passed.  2670. 

Retrenchment,  sundry  Reaolutiona  introduced  on  this 
aubjeot,  1064 
After  much  discusnon  and  aundiy  anendnenb^ 
the  Resolutions,  as  amended,  pasaad  aaaoimoit*. 
ly.  1458. 
debate  commences.  1064. 

a  resolution  offered  for  sending  for  peraow  and 

papers,  2256  t  caitied,  3158. 
two  reporta  mre  made,  one  by  Iba  Chairaaa  of 

the  Committee,  the  other  by  a  mendter  in  be- 
half of  the  minority,  both  ordered  to  be  {Oint- 
od,  3714. 

a  resolution  rejecting  the  Public  Printing,  re- 
ported, 3730,  2753. 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  3768. 

the  chairman  reported  the  documents  which  bad 
accumulatect  0.1  the  tiU>le  of  the  Committee, 
3759. 

Road  from  Columbus  to  Sandusky,  a  bill  to  gvant  land 

for,  the  bill  ordered  to  be  cogcosted, 
Rules,  amendment  proposed.  833. 
hud  on  th«  taUe,  837. 
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releRed  t»  a  Select  Comnhtee  fbr  «naiidiiieiit, 
1004. 

Butei  of  the  House  tmended,  3578. 

Bmdan  Treaty,  a  bin  for  the  paniihinent  of  contrtveii- 
(ions  off  taken  up,  35d0. 
bHl  passed,  3563. 

Sedition  Law,  a  resolution  submitted,  declaring  the  act 
of  1798  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  and  proposing  that  a  bill  be  brought  in 
to  reAiml  to  the  serwal  pcnoo*  who  bad  suffer- 
ed penalties  under  it,  toe  fines  Inflicted  upon 
them,  wiih  interest,  859. 
ordered  to  tie  on  the  table,  ib. 

Slaves,  a  resolution  iniroduced,  initnicting  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  so  much  of  the  16th  sec- 
tion  ot  an  act  to  prohibit  (he  importation  of 
slaves,  fcc.  as  requires  tliat  the  owner  or  cap* 
tain  intending  to  transport  a  stave  coastwise, 
shall  previously  deliver  to  the  colleetor  a  mai^* 
feit,  &&  897.  adopted,  898. 
deported,  a  resolution  inslructing  the  committee 
to  <vhom  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject is  or  may  be  refierred,  1811. 
agreed  to,  1S35. 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Ghent 

comnussioners  on  this  subject — a  motion  to  dis. 

charge  the  committee  ftom  the  further  eotiside* 

ration  of  it,  3314. 
the  Committee  of  the  Whale  dischaqted  kom  the 

fbrther  oonsideratton  of  the  IhH,  and  the  bill 

passed.  3576. 

Slafe  Trade,  a  bill  to  aboUA  the  U.  States  agency  on 
the  Coast  of  AfHea,  and  to  |mmde. otherwise 
for  BuppKi^m  the  slavo  Imde,  taken  ub^  3744. 
-      -IriHjMtted,  3753. 
Speaker  of  the  Houie  elected,  811. 

address  to  the  House,  811. 
Speaer's  Address  at  the  ehwe  of  the  seswm,  3769. 
StsncgriylSun,  tfte  folas  of  tbe  Haw  wommiiud  to  a 
select  committee  fbr  aoiendment,  tn  relation  to 
stenographers,  he  1004. 
debate  cbmrnmce^  1001. 
a  resolution  respecting,  3406. 
ordeied  to  lie  on  the  tabl^  3407. 
Snrr^  of  the  Coasl^  a  vesolotion  sidwritte^  instructing 
the  Cemmttee  on  Naval  AlBum  to  report  on  the 
,        eipedieney  of  raakinr  suitabte  l^pisUtive  pro- 
visioh'  for  reviving  ana  canying  into  effect  the 
act  of  Feb.  1807,  providing  fbr  a  survey  of  the 
Coast  of  the  U.  States,  953. 
amedtok  »M. 
SuMreys  In  the  Fadfle,  reaoItitioM  sobndtled  to  cause  a 
vessel  to  be  sent^  to  exan^  o«Mt%  harbon, 
tec,  3731. 

TarifT,  the  Cenmittce  on  Hanafactures,  made  a  report 
on  thetubjeet,  accompanied  by  a  bill  in  alteration 
of  the  several  acts  impoang  duties  on  imports, 

1274. 

WOO  copies  of  the  report,  biU,  Ite.  ordered  to  be 
printed,  ib. 

the  bill  taken  up  In  CoOHiiittee  of  tlw  Whole  on 

the  state  of  the  Union,  17S7. 
debate  coatBMnces^  1739. 
arsin  Uken  up,  1934. 
bill  reported  te  the  House,  318S.  - 
ordered  to^  engrossed,  3348. 
passed  its  third  reading,  3473. 
ammdaents  proposed  by  the  Senate,  considered, 

36BS. 

sil  the  amendmenta  wereagreed  to,  3714^ 
Tm.  IV— 6 


Treaswyf  reaolotioa  In  lekiioB  to  the  Aeoountiag  Ofi- 
cerso^  1954. 
tcablutioti  committed,  1998. 
Tennessee  Land  Titles,  a  bill  to  authorize  that  Sbde  to 
issue  grants,  Sec.  2496. 
laid  on  the  table,  2550. 
thanks  to  the  Speaker,  3766. 
Washington  City  Colleffc,  the  bill  concominf  it  takcA 

up  and  re-committed,  1487. 
West  Pointy  a  resolution  directing  the  Seeretaijr  of  War 
to  fumidi  die  House  widi  infiwmation  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  Cadets  now  at  West  P(Hnt,their 
names,  where  from,  ttc.  1530, 
Wilde  Richard  H.  a  bill  to  authorize  the  cancdUng  of  a 
eertiun  bend,  3501. 
bill  passed,  3503. 
yriUKt,  a  bill  to  alter  the  duties  on  wines  impoHed, 

3745. 

ordered  to  be  engrossed,  3748. 

Toung,  Mr.  from  Kentucky,  bis  death  announced,  813. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  resolution  proposing  to  sell  the 
stock  owned  by  the  govermoent  in  the  United 
SUtes  Bank,  858. 
on  the  resolution  autborinng  the  Committee  of 
ManufiicturcB  to  aem)  for  persons  and  papers, 

889. 

onpuntinga  for  the  Rotundo^  953. 
-  on  th«ieaae  of  Hari^iy  IVAutttive.  1133. 
on  engroanog  the  bill  on  internal  improvementib 
.  1810. 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  1818. 
on  the  claim  of  B.  W.  Ueade,  1970. 
on  engrosung  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Mra.  Brown, 


on  the  passi^  of  do,  3089. 
on  layii^  tiie  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  3308. 
on  bviw  an  addMional  duty  on  tUstiUed  sinfita, 

3345. 

on  strikiag  out  an  amendment  of  Mr.  UaUory,  on 

woollen  clotlk  3389. 
oil  an  appeal  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  flom  the  Chair, 

3305. 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  ivifF  bill,  3307. 

<a  Mr.  Mallaiy*a  amendment  as  amended,  3313. 

on  the  previous  question  on  the  tariff  hill,  3347, 

on  engrossing^  tariff  bill,  3348. 

on  the  previous  questiofl  on  the  passage  of  the  ta- 
riff bill,  2470. 

on  the  passage  of  the  twiff  bill,  2471. 

on  the  reaelu(ion  for  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
«f  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  Genera^  3^. 

on  ordefing  IMaware  breakwater  bill  to  a  third 
mdtng,  3734q 

on  engros^g  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill, 

3616. 

,^en  the  P""8b  of  do.  3639. 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  BevoIutioiM* 

sy  omcers  and  soldiers,  3670. 
en  engtosnog  the  bill  for  enlar^ng  the  mwera  of 

the  eorpwations  within  the  District  «  Colum> 

bis,  3677. 

on  cngrossiw  the  lull  for  aboTishittg  the  office  of 

Miyor  General. 
on  the  question  for  engrbiAig  the  Ohio  Canal  bill. 

3743. 

on  ordering  to  a  third  reacUiw  the  Atabilma  land 
bill,  3m. 

^  oagnwning  the  biU.to  alter  the  dutjr  on  wines, 
.  374S. 
on  angmim^  the  bill  pnnridiiig  for  the  removal 
of  ttie  Choctaw  and  other  InSans,  3751. 
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INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES 

OF  THE  SPEAKERS  IN  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE,  ALPHABETICALLY  ABBANGED. 


Bttinrc!.  Mr.  on  the  bill  pforiilUnf  for  the  payment  of  hi- 
tereat  to  Mindry  State*  on  <lebti  Incuned  during 
the  hte  Wtr.  588. 
on  Mithorizing  the  importetion  of  Iron  for  the  Bal- 
timore and  Oiiio  lUilroad,  683,  693. 
on  the  Tariff,  753,  734,  735,  785. 
Barton,  Mr.  on  authnrizin{f  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell 
land*  appropriated  to  the  use  of  School*— 10. 
selling  the  reserved  Salt  Spring*  in  Missouri— 30. 
gTiduating  the  price  <tf  the  Public  Ijinda,  38,  463, 

582,  666,  667- 
on  aborishing  imprtsonment  for  Debt,  40. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Prendent,  304. 
on  pronding  for  the  settlement  ef  Private  Land 

Claims,  458,  459,  470,  473,  474,  481. 
on  relinguishnig  School  Lands  in  Alabama,  478, 

460. 

on  granting  land  to  Kei^on  College,  543. 
on  1  nternia  Improi-ement,  6B0,  6S1. 
Batenuuii  Mr.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  Vaccination,  550, 

552. 

Be11.Hr.  on  the  blH  fbr  aboHshing'ImprlMMnwnt  for  Debt 

66,85, 

for  the  relief  of  lurvtving  Officers  ^tbeReTolu* 

tion,  228,  436. 
for  the  rclier"  of  Abraham  Ogden,  274. 
the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  306. 
Benton,  Mr.  on  allowing  further  indenwiflcation  for  the 

destruction  of  the  British  Mp  Union,  6. 
t        on  graduating  the  priee  of  the  Public  Lands,  23, 
603,  609,  653,  657.  659,  660,  666,667.673. 
on  the  bill  for  completing  the  Cumberland  Road, 

109. 

on  the  power*  of  the  Vice  President,  3ffl. 
on  abolishing  tlfc  office  of  Major-Gener*li:877. 
on  introducing  ResoluUon*  in  rehition  to  the  sur- 
plus revenue  in  the  Treasury  379. 
on  inaldng  apf-ropriatioiw  for  certain  PortHlcatims, 

for  the  Military  Establrshment,  413. 

on  purchasing  a  site  tor  Barracks  at  New-Orleans, 

on  the  setrtement  of  Private  Land  CUims,  459. 
on  the  Delaware  Breakwater, 
on  grauting'land  to  Kenyon  Ool'^f*'* 
'on  Internal  improvement*,  M9,  630. 
appropriation  for  Indian  BmigratUH^  60(K 
Cuh)b«rl*nd  Road.  7t5. 717. 
the  Tariff.  726, 727, 728.  732, 733,  747,  765,  770. 

774, 776.  777,  782.  783.  7*4.  785.  786. 
Berrieti.Mr.  otl  aboBstiing  Ifflpri&onment  for  Det^.  19.  3:). 

43,  44,  66,^r,  66,  71,  76. 
6n  cancelling  a  bond  in  relation  -W  captured  ne- 
'        groes,  30,  ... 
on  regulating  praceiainthp  State*  admitted  into 

the  Onion  since  1789,  90: 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  th*  Ueutenants  of  the 

NaTy  who  have  served  ten  ye«ti,  100. 
on  relieving  the  surviving  officer*  of  the  Revolu- 
■  iWn,  150,  205.  ,  ■ 

on  the  power*  of  the  Vice  Pre* ident*  394. 
■    dn  abolishmg  the  office  of  M^or^Btftt^al,  375, 

377, 378. 

OD  makiftg  appropriation*  for  ofcrtatti  FOMiflcaiions, 

on  a  supplementsry  bill  for  adjusting  claim*  for  de- 
ported Slaves.  406, 407. 
on  the  •ettlement  of  Private  Land  Claim*,  459, 
461.  470.  473,  474»  480.  481.  483.  507. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  678. 


on  the  relief  oftite  widow  of  Geo.  Brovn,  535, 

538. 

Branch,  Mr.  onthebUI  for  abuliahinglmprlMniBeiit  for 
Debt,  34^45. 
on  the  bill  to  inereave  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of 
Uie  Navy,  who  hare  serrM  ten  vean  as  such, 

.8(t. 

tocimplete  the  Cumberland  Road.  103, 104,  111. 
In  favor  of  the  surviving  Officers  of  the  Revotution, 

138,334. 

to  graduate  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  166.  65^ 

€58^663. 

nuking  appropriations  for  the  Milituy  Estabfidw 

ment,  406. 

granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  536,  549. 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  554,  556. 
for  reducing  the  duly  on  Salt,  603. 
the  Cumberiand  Road  bill,  714^  715. 
the  Tariff,  732, 735, 748. 

Chambers,  Mr.  on  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  87. 
on  increamg  the  pay  of  Lieutenant!  of  the  Navy 

who  have  served  ten  yean^  101. 
on  the  surviving  Officers  of  the  Re%-olution,  183, 

1M,]M. 

on  relieviog  Soaan  Decatur,  360. 262;  264.  376. 
oh  die  powen  of  the  Vice  Preiident.  283,  SI  6, 

JlE^  SS.O, 

on  appropriations  for  tlie  nulhaty  ettablishmeirt* 

411.  414.  415. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  OoHegfc,  543. 
ihf   mynient  of  iMercmt  m  MM  **e  t«  tb« 

States,  583,587.589. 
on  the  importation  eflion  Sar  Rail  roads,  687. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Gua^  786^  793. 797, 

801.  806 

for  the  relief  of  Revolutionary  Officers  790. 
Uie  *uppres*ion  of  the  Shve  Trade,  806.  809. 
Chandler,  Mr.  on  the  Columbian  College.  73. 

on  increasii^  the  pay  of  Lieutenant*  of  theN^ 

who  have  served  ten  yeaMH  81,  98. 
on  the  Cumb^land  Road,  117. 
on  Revolotionary  Remionerih  113. 
on  the  surviving  Offlcen  of  the  BeTolutton,  137, 

200^497. 

on  the  organoatioii  of  the  Militia,  345. 

on  relieving  Abraham  Ogden,  372.   

on  abolishing  the  offije  of  Mijor  General,  37?, 
374, 376.  402;  416^ 
On  appropriations  for  the  Mlitaiy  Bstablishincirt, 

.  on  South  Carolina  claims,  41St  431. 
on  piuchaaing  a  site. for  Bwncka  KtNe*  Oricam^ 

to  pM^eftt  desertion,  451.  45S. 

to  appropriate  lamls  in  Alabama  to  hnprove  the 

navigation  of  her  ICvers,  4^  *55- 
on  the  nettlement  ot  pj  ivate  land  claims,  458,  460. 
on  llie  Delaware  Breakwater,  470. 
on  extending  the  l>ankiii«(Hivile«,  478. 
relinquishing  School  Lands  in  AlaWma,  48ft. 
graduating  the  price  of  pukHc  lancla,  658, 
on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown.  524,  538. 
gnnting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  537,  542. 
on  Internal  Improvement*.  605. 
on  the  Tariff  Bill.  726,  732. 
on  abolishing  brevet  rank,  789, 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  Wines,  805. 
wippression  of  the  *lave  trad^  808. 
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on  i^ng  the  Miami  Cnal,  800. 
Cobb*  Mr.  on  abotistiing^  impriaonmcnt  Ibr  Attht,  43,  70. 
on  eompletinp  tlie  Cumberland  Road,  lOS*  110> 
on  relieving  Revolutionary  Pensionera,  113,  314* 
for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur,  266. 
on  certain  Fortifications,  400,  403. 
on  tlie  South  Carolina  claims,  419,  431< 
appropriating  laiida  for  tlie  troprovement  of  the 
navigation  of  tlie  Rtvera  in  Alabama,  456,  457, 

473. 

firraduatini:  the  price  of  public  landa,  655,  651^ 

658,  659. 

on  Klievinif  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown,  538. 
on  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  Stct^  587, 588, 

589. 

on  Indian  Emi^tion,  661,  663. 
on  relieving^  Revolutiouaiy  Officers,  790. 
on  the  Cbeaapeake  and  Obio  Canal.  794,  795,  801, 

803. 

on  aiding  the  Miani  Canal,  809. 

Diokmolu  Hr.  on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  381, 

338> 

on  certain  fortificationB,  394,  396,  S98,  404. 
on  graduating^  the  price  of  public  land^  530,  675. 
to  encourage  vaccinatioi^  551, 553. 
■utboricing  tbe  importation  of  Iron  for  Rail-roecla, 
680,  687,  688,  694 
on  the  Tariff,  725,  726,  727,  732,  733,  734,  735, 
744.  747,750,  769,  772,  774>  775.  776,782, 

783,  785. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  792.  797,  800, 

802. 

E»ton,  Mr.  on  afFordinfC  further  indemni6cation  for  the 
deatruclion  of  the  British  alitp  Union,  5., 

on  Bbolisliing-  impHionment  for  debt,  66, 7o* 

the  Columbian  College,  73. 

increasing  the  payor  the  I4eutenanti  of  the  Navy 
who  have  served  ten  years,  81. 

on  the  Cumbetland  iW,  114. 

on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  416. 

on  the  Tariff.  733, 783. 

on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  788. 
BIS^  Mr.  on  the  bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  pubtic 
lands,  658,  659. 

Indian  emigration,  661. 

Foot,  Mr.  on  relinquishing  tbe  Cumberland  Road  to  the 
States  through  which  it  paasea.  126. 
on  relieving  surviving  officen  of  tbe  Bevolution, 

150. 

diaeriminating  duties,  244. 
On  reGeving  Abraham  Oeden,  368, 370. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Preaident,  378,  380, 

281.  325,  341. 
on  Uie  Delaware  Breakwater,  463,  468. 
on  granting  land  to  Kenyun  College,  539. 
on  the  Tariff.  747,  749,  785. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Caiial,  792,  799,  803,  804. 
on  outrages  committed  in  the  Capitol,  810. 
Harrison,  Mr.  on  repealing  the  duty  on  imported  salt,  5, 

591. 

on  i^olishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  43. 

on  increasing  the  pay  of  LMulenania  of  the  Navy, 
who  have  Berved  ten  years,  81,  96,  99, 

on  the  Cumberland  Road.  125. 

on  Revolutionaiy  pensioners  113- 

on  relieving  the  surviving  oiGccra  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, 139, 140b  m  ^< 

on  reUeving  Stisan  Decatur,  359,  363. 

on  abolishing  tbe  office  of  Mi^or  General,  373,376. 

415.  416. 

^  on  certain  fortiaoationa,  395,  398,  401. 
on  appropriations  for  the  militaiy  establishment, 

411,  413,  415. 

on  South  Carolina  Claim,  417. 


on  the  Western  Annocy,  f. 
on  purchasing  a  site  for  bameki  at  New  Orleans, 
^  *  433,434. 

on  desertion,  449,  451,  453,  453. 

on  relieving  the  widow  of  General  Brown,  ^1, 
*  525, 538. 

granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  536,  540,  543. 

to  encourage  vacdnation,  551. 

on  the  French  Colonial  Trade,  564.  _ 

on  the  importation  of  iron  for  the  Railroad,  <S9S. 

on  the  Tariff,  735. 

on  abolishing  brevet  rank,  789. 

on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  796. 

on  aboli^ing  the  office  of  Mfjor  General,  805. 

on  aiding  Ibe  Miami  Canal,  809. 
Hayne,  Mr.  on  allowing  further  indemnification  for  the 
destruction  of  the  British  ahip  Union,  6. 

on  a  memorial  from  Boston  against  increasing  du- 
ties on  imports,  9. 

on  the  bill  for  abolishing  iDmrisonment  for  debt, 

22,36,44,69. 

on  iMcreaaing  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy. 

who  have  served  ten  yeara,  60,  98, 101. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  348,  360,  361,  36^ 

377, 378. 

on  the  powers  of  tbe  Vice  Premlent,  303. 
on  aboUriifaw  the  oflee  of  Mu<»  Genenl,  S7S, 

377. 

on  adjusting  claims  for  deported  slaves,  410. 

on  appropriations  for  the  rotlitary  establishment. 

South  Carolina  Claims,  418, 419, 431. 
on  the  survivii^  officers  of  tbe  RevolutioD,  427 . 
on  desertion,  451,  453,  453. 
OB  tiie  settlement  of  private  land  claims  459, 4^ 
^  481, 507. 

on  extending  tiie  franking  privilege,  478. 

S anting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  545,  540. 
e  French  C<^onia1  Trade,  557,  564. 
.,,  on  the  payment  of  iTUtri-sl  lo  tlie  States  on  debts 
incurred  during  the  late  war,  585,  586,  588^  589. 
on  reducinglbc  duty  on  salt,  603.  ,„ 
on  Internal  improvements,  607,  631.  . 
on  the  importation  of  irun  for  KaitrOMlh 
695. 

on  the  Tariff.  746, 748,  770,  777,  786. 

on  esUbliahing  a  Navy  Yard  between  Cape  Hat-. 

teraa  and  Florida.  790. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  793. 
suppression  of  the  sbve  trade,  806, 808. 
Hendricks,  Mr.  on  the  Western  Annocy,  7. 

on  ceding  the  public  lands  within  the  new  Statee 

to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  15. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  103,  ll7. 
on  relinquishing  the  Cumberiand  road  to  the  States 

through  which  it  passes,  135,  127. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  151,  665, 

066. 

on  internal  improvements,  631. 
on  the  ChesaMiJce  and  Obio  Canal, 791, 798, 794, 

795,796^803. 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Kentucky,on  the  Western  Armoiy,  4,  7- 
on  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  11,  3(^33, 

31,38,71,  83. 
on  Columbian  College,  72. 
on  increaaidg  the  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy, 

who  have  ecrved  ten  ^ears,  83. 
on  reguUtitig  procesa  in  the  States,  94,  95,  303. 
on  the  claims  or  South  Carolina,  419. 
on  extending  the  franking  privilege,  474, 475. 
on  gtsduatnig  the  price    Public  Land^  571,  65S^ 
on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brawn,  538. 
on  Indian  Emigration  661,  663. 
on  changing  tbe  seats  of  the  Senate,  664. 
on  the  Cumberknd  Road,  714. 
OQ  th«  Tariff,  737, 763,  785. 
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Jobniton,  Mr.  Loiiisikiu,  on  rcBtring  Abnhim  Orden. 

970,  271,  373. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Prwdent,  328, 338. 
on  the  Surplus  ReTenue*  385. 
on  mftkm^  certun  Fortifications,  390,  402. 
on  sdjusting  cUitas  for  deported  sUves,  408,  786. 
on  a  site  for  Barracks  at  New  Orleans,  434, 435. 
on  tho  settlement  of  Prirate  Land  elainH,  460, 

470.  473,  481. 
eztencHngthe  fianktng  privilege,  477. 
graduatiiw  tlie  price  of  Public  Lsm^  665. 
the  I^neli  Cblimitl  Trade,  560,  561,  565, 569. 
on ^ntemallmproranents,  604^  606,  fm,  60^ 

on  chtngine  the  seals  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  665. 
on  the  TarSr,  727,  730,  735.' 

Kane,  Mr.  on  aboliihing  imprisonment  for  debt,  32,  34, 
38,  70. 

on  regulating  process  in  the  States  admitted  into 

the  Union,  since  1789,  94,  203. 
on  relinquishing  the  Cumberland  Road  to  the 

States  through  which  it  passes,  137. 
on  the  Powers  of  the  Vice  President,  316, 
on  appropriations  for  the  Military  GsUblishment, 

413. 

on  the  settlement  of  Private  Land  claims  459, 461, 
on  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  467. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  497. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  533,  537. 
onlnternalimprovement,  631. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  794. 
K'u^,  Mr.  on  erecting  a  Western  Armory,  7. 
on  Kevolutionary  Pensions,  114. 
the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  378,  380. 
on  appropriations  for  the  Military  Kstablishment, 
413,  414. 

appropriatng  lands  in  Alabama  for  the  improve< 
ment  of  the  narintioo  ofherriren.  454,  456. 
on  the  settlement  of  Private  Land  cbUma,  458, 459, 

470,  473. 

on  relinquisliing  School  Lands  in  Alabama,  479. 
on  graduating  the  prices  of  public  Land,  656, 

657,  665. 
on  Internal  Improvement^  630. 
on  Indian  Emigration,  663,  663. 
on  the  suppresuon  of  the  Slave  Trade.  806,  808. 
Knight,Hr.  on  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  States,  588. 

the  Tariff,  772,  773. 
Macon,  Mr.  on  allowing  further  indemnification  for  the 
destruction  of  the  British  ship,  Union,  6. 
on  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  33,  64. 
on  increannng  pay  of  Lieutenants  of  the  Navy 

whohaveserved  ten  years,  103. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  109, 135. 
on  the  expediency  of  relinquishing  the  Cumbe^ 
land  Road  to  tlie  States  through  which  It  passes, 

125 

on  the  survivingOIRcersoflhe  Revolution, 224,448. 
on  the  powers  of  tlie  Vice  President,  250,  339. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  375. 
on  the  Surplus  Revenue,  S94. 
on  extending  the  fi«nking  privilege,  475,  478. 
on  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  660,  665. 
on  relieving  the  vndowof  Gen.  Brown,  537. 
on  granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  549. 
on  regulating  the  French  colonial  Trade,  570. 
on  providing  payment  fur  interest  to  the  Statcs,590. 
for  reducing  the  duty  on  salt,  601. 
on  the  importation  of  iron,  f»r  rail  roads,  694. 
on  the  Tariff,  732,  735,  769,  772. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  793. 
on  IhesuppressiiHi  of  the  slave  trade,  806,  809. 
Marks,  Mr.  on  the  DvUware  breakwater,  464. 

on  payment  of  interest  to  the  States,  588. 
on  Uie  impivtation  of  iroD  for  rail  roaid^  693. 


on  the  Cumberland  road,  714. 
on  the  Tariff,  735,  748. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  799. 
H'Kinley,  Mr.  on  abolishing  impriaonmeat  for  debt,  3J, 
66,  67. 

on  regulating  process  in  the  Statev  admitted  into 

the  Union  since  1789,  96. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Prerident,  297. 
on  granting  lands  for  improving  the  navigmtinn  of 

the  rivers  of  AUbama,  453,  454,  456,  457.  458. 
on  relinquiriiing  school  lands  in  Alabama,  480. 
graduating  the  price  of  public  land%  507,  657,65^ 

675. 

M'Lane,  Mr.  on  increasing  the  pay  of  Lieutenanti  of  the 

Navy,  who  have  served  ten  yean,  99. 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  112. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Preudenl,  287. 
on  appropriations  for  the  military  ettablishmenk 

413. 

on  the  South  Carolina  Claims,  419. 
on  the  Delaware  breakwater,  467- 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  543, 549. 
French  colonial  Trade,  558. 
on  Internal  Improvements,  605,  606,  608,  630. 
on  the  importation  of  iron  for  rail  rcwds,  687. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CsnaL  788L  79& 
803. 

on  the  suppKMioD  of  the  slave  trade,  806. 

Noble,  Mr.  on  the  Western  Armory,  7. 

on  authorizing  •Indiana  to  aell  landa  appropriated 

for  her  schools,  10. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  29,  121. 
on  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  70,  7%  7A, 

84. 

•n  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Presidenr,  341. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  378. 
on  appropriationa  for  the  military  establiabments, 
411. 

on  appiwpfMtfng  fanil*  fn  AMrama,  for  improving 

the  navigation  of  her  riven,  455. 
on  grsduatuig  the  price  of  public  lands,  577,  657, 

659. 

on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown,  535. 
on  Internal  Improvements,  631,  633,  633. 

oil  Indian  Emlgtatlon,  663. 
on  tlic  Tariff,  745,  773. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  788. 
on  i-evoluiionary  OfRcer^  789,  790. 
Parris,  Mr.  on  UevoluUonary  Pciiriona,  113. 

the  surviving  olficen  of  the  Revolution,  149,  150, 
166,  182, 

appropriations  for  the  militaiy  eaidilifchment,  414. 
on^urehaMng  a  site  fbr  barracks  at  New  Orie»% 

grantiiq;  land  to  Kenyon  College,  536, 537. 

on  Internal  improvements,  604,  629,  630. 

on  the  Tariff,  736, 737,  738^  734,  736,  745^776. 

Ridgely,  Mr.  on  the  Cumberiand  Road,  128. 

on  the  powen  ot  the  Vice  President,  373. 
Robbini^  Mr.  on  the  surriving  Officenof  the  Rendutioa, 
198,  435. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  356. 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  Silt,  596 
on  the  Tanff,  726,  735. 
Rowan,  Mr.  on  abtdisbliw  Imprisonment  fbr  Debt,  32,  34, 
45,  64. 

for  regulating  Process  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 

Slates  admitted  since  1789,  301,  344. 
nadiiating  the  price  of  Public  Lands,  675> 
on  the  Tariff,  730,  733,  735,  748,  776. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  786. 
Buggies,  Mr.  on  tlie  Western  Armnry,  7. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  102. 
on  the  surriving  Officers  of  theBerolaUon, 183, 183 . 
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oil  the  pnwen  of  the  Vice  Pre«ident,  379. 

on  South  Ctrolina  CUims,  418,  419. 

on  appropriating  lands  in  Albania,  for  improre* 

Ing  the  navigation  of  herriTerit  457. 
on  extending  the  frankinr  prinlege,  475. 
on  graduating  the  price  M  Public  Land%  658. 
granting Tandto  Renyon  College,  533,  54%  543. 
on  payment  of  interest  to  the  States,  585,  587< 
on  Internal  Improvements,  604, 630. 
on  uding  Ohio  in  the  Hiaitu  CanaU^SOd. 

Swifbrd,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  duty  on  Sal^  595. 

on  the  TarifT,  734,  785. 
Sqrmour,  Mr.  on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  359.* 
SiUbee,  Mr.  on  regulating  the  French  Colonial  Trade, 
555,  559,  560. 
on  the  imporlation  of  Iron  for  Railroadsi  693. 
on  the  TarifTbill,  734,  750. 
Sn^lbt  Mr.  of  Maryland,on  increasing  the  pay  of  the  Lieu- 
tenants of  the  Navy  who  hare  served  ten  years, 
81. 

on  a  petition  for  further  indemnification  for  the  de< 
ctruction  of  the  British  sliip  Union,  5. 

on  the  Cumberiud  Road,  104, 109,  111. 

on  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  Pen 
sionera.  111,  337. 

on  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution,  148,  167, 
183. 

ctmceming  discriminating  duties,  343. 
on  reUevtng  Abraham  Ogdsn,  273,  375. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  387. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Ui^or  General,  37^ 

415,  416r 
on  the  surplus  Revenue,  385. 
on  appropriations  fiir  certain  Fortificatiooit  394, 

398,  403. 

on  appropriations  for  UiUtanr  Establishment.  413, 
414,415. 

on  the  elaima  of  South  Carolina,  430. 
on  desertion,  4S3, 443. 
on  the  Dehware  Brenkwater,  469. 
on  extending  the  franking  privilege,  478. 
graduating  tne  price  of  Public  Lands,  658. 
on  relieving  the  widow  of  Gen.  Brown,  527. 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  558.  560,  561,  570. 
on  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  States^  586| 
587, 589. 

on  Internal  Improvements,  603, 604, 605.  639,631. 
on  changing  the  seats  in  the  Senate,  Chamber,  664* 
on  the  importaliun  uf  Iron  for  Railroads,  679, 
688,693. 

on  the  TarifT,  725,  727,  735.  736,  744,  769,  770, 

772,  774,  775,  777,  782.  784,  785. 
Smitli,  Mr.  S.  C.  on  abolishing  Imprisonment  fbr  Debt, 

33,  40,  83. 
on  the  Cumberland  Road,  119. 
to  relinquishing  the  Cumberland  Road  to  the 

States  thro'  which  it  jiaaea,  136. 
on  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution,  187, 

147,  224,  448. 
on  relieving  Abraham  Ogden,  373,  374, 375. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  395, 313. 
on  abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  376. 
on  making  appropriations  for  cer<aiaPiffti6cationB, 

399. 

on  the  claims  of  South  Carolina,  430,  431. 

on  the  settlement  of  Private  Land  Claims,  458, 
f  460, 470, 

on  Internal  ImprovementH,  634. 

on  changing  the  Seataoftlic  Senate  Cliamber,664. 

on  the  Tariff,  776,  784. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  793. 
Tazewell,  Mr.  on  abolisliiitg  imprisonment  for  debt,  18, 

31,  65,  66»  67,  68. 

relieving  Susan  Decatur,  363. 

powers  of  the  Vice  President,  378,  397. 


abolishing  the  office  of  Major  General,  378. 
on  adjusting  claims  for  deported  daves,  407,  408, 

786. 

extending  the  franking  privilege,  476. 
gmdoaCing  the  price  or  public  lands,  656,  657, 
658,  659,  660.  665.  678. 
the  French  colonial  trade,  556,  557,  566 
internal  improvements,  631. 
the  tariff.  765,  785. 
Tyler,  Mr.  on  the  Cumberland  road,  107. 

surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution,  338. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  337. 
on  extending  the  franking  privilege.  475. 
gradoating  the  price  of  public  land,  659. 
granting  land  to  Kenyon  College,  540. 
providing  for  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  Statei, 

585. 

on  the  importation  of  iron  for  rail  roada,  687. 

Vm)  Buren,  Mr.  on  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  38,  44,  68,  70. 
on  regulating  process  in  the  States  admitted  into 

tlie  Union  anec  1789,  93,  93, 95,  203. 
on  the  Mrviving  officers  of  the  Revolution,  149, 
150,  167,  334,  448. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  365,  367. 
on  reKeving  Abraham  Ogden,  371,  273, 375. 
on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  Prendent,  381,  313, 

338. 

on  the  lettlenent  of  private,  land  clsims,  483,506. 

on  extending  the  fVankinfr  privilege.  4^. 

on  graduating  the  price  of  publiclands,  674. 

OB  changii^pthe  seats  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  664. 

on  authorizing  the  importation  of  iron  ttx  rail 
roads.  095. 

on  the  tariff,  735,  785. 
Vice  President,  on  the  extent  of  hia  powers,  316,  341. 

his  explanation  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  gave 
the  casting  vote  on  a  question  in  relation  to  In* 
temal  improvements,  609,  SS%  653.' 

on  changing  the  seats  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  664. 

Webster,  Mr.  on  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims 

473,474. 

extending  the  franking  privile^re,  476, 477, 488. 
graduating  the  price  of  pabho  lantK  660,  665. 

666.  667, 673,  6r4 
the  payment  of  interest  to  the  States,  585.  586. 
internal  improvementa,  604.  605. 
the  tariff,  735,  750,  765,  773,  774.  775,  776,  784, 

785,786. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  788,  80G^  803. 
the  flushing  of  brevet  rank,  789. 
the  case  of  Revolutionary  officers,  790. 
s^hahing  the  offiee  of  Major  General,  805. 
the  suppression  of  tlie  slave  trade.  806. 
While,  Mr.  on  regulating  process  in  the  States  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  1789,  90,  93,  96. 
on  adjuating  claims  fur  deported  slaves,  410. 
on  appropriations  for  the  anpport  of  the  nUfitaiy 
establishment,  411,  412, 414. 
Woodbury,  Mr.  on  abolishing  imprisonment  fix  debt,  89. 
on  inereanng  Ote  pay  of  Ijeutenants  irfthe  Navj 

who  have  served  ten  years,  80,  97,  100. 
on  the  sorviriiur  officers  of  the  Revolution,  128, 
137,  149.  150.  166,  196.  200,  440. 
on  discriminating  duties,  337. 
on  relieving  Susan  Decatur,  360,  268.  270.  271, 

275. 

on  relieving  Abraham  Ogden.  268,  370,  373,  275. 
on  the  powwrs  of  the  Vice  President,  323. 
on  the  Dehware  breakwater,  467.  469, 470. 
on  the  French  colonial  trade,  553.  556,  557,  559, 

565, 

on  the  tariff;  735,  773.  775, 783. 783, 784, 7«5. 
on  reducing  (be  duty  on  winc^  804. 
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IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES,  ALPHABETICALLT  ASRAN^D. 


Alleiit  Mr.  of  Maanchusett9,on  the  cue  ofMariifny  D'tu* 
terire,  1060. 

Alennder,  Mr.  on  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Prcatdent 
for  mformat'ion  respecting  the  Caiml  unilinff  the 
waters  of  the  Jamea  and  Kenhawa  Rivers,  1937. 
the  Tariff;  3414. 
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on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  bill,  2615. 

on  regulating  Judicial  Frocesa,  2619. 
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on  the  Cheupe&ke  and  OhioCanal^  2613. 
Canon,  Mr.  on  Retrenchment,  1170*  1105. 
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Miner,  Mr.  on  military  land  warrants,  860. 
un  Paintings  for  the  Rotundo,  936 
on  captured  Africans,  962,  963.966. 
the  case  of  Marigny  IVAuterive,  1458. 
internal  improvements,  1610. 
the  Tariff.  2319,  ta76. 
Mitchell,  Mr.  <^Tennessee,on  the  removal  ofttelndiMMb 

890. 

on  retrencbmenta,  1138.  1183,  1184. 
Indian  concerns,  1939,  1945. 
internal  improvement,  3158. 
the  bill  for  completing  tlie  public  baiUingiy  SSOf . 
Indian  approprialiona,  2553. 
Revolutionary  officera  and  soldiers  bill,  3660. 
enlarging  the  po»ers  uf  the  Corporations  wiUun 
the  District.  2673. 
U'Coy,  Mr.  on  military  land  warrants,  660. 

.  un  the  case  of  Marigny  D'Autertrc,  90& 
on  paintings'for  the  Rotundo,  945. 
internal  improvements,  1518. 
on  •  reiohitlon  in  relation  to  West  Point,  1531. 
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*n  gnnting  the  use  of  tlie  Hall  of  RepresenUtnrea^ 

Tenneneeland  titles.  2533. 
Indian  «p|vopriatioiu^  3551,  2555. 
unprOTenentoF  certain  liarbors.  3557'. 
McDcDumeiHr.  on  the  Midlatioiiin  i^tion  to  the  Bank 
United  Statea,  837. 
onthecaae  of  Harigny  ITAuterive.  1035«  1038. 

I486. 

amretreochmenta,  1064,  1141,  1160,  1180,  1233, 

1400. 

naval  appropriations,  1506,  150r,  1508,  1917. 
inteml  improrementi.  1513,  1531,  1533,  1639j 

1637,1797,  1809.  1817,  2576. 
niUtaiy  appropriations,  1533.  1533,  1536,  153% 

1533. 

Indian  appropriations,  1533,  1640.  3488,  3494. 

2554. 

sppropriations  for  fortifications,  1930, 1935. 
hill  for  relief  oTHrs.  Brawn,  3081.  2084. 
fCxjAMatory  ofareportiroiDtbeComnuUeeofFi- 

iiBnoe,'ZZQ9. 
■oa  the  tuW;  3382.  2699. 
linportinE  troB  and  machinery  for  railroads,  duty 

free,  3505. 

aboliahins^  the  ofEce  of  Major  General,  2681, 
to  alter  the  dwiy  on  wines,  3745. 
X'JLean,  Hr.  oa  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  896. 
on  Indian  GovernmentB,  936. 
fndiaii  appropriations,  1534.  1535,  1559,  2481, 

3482. 

Indian  concerns^  1939. 

the  bill  for  completing  the  public  buildings.  3506. 
Tennessee  land  claims,  2549. 
M'Hatton.  Mr.  oa  reducing  die  price  ^  public  lands, 

2373. 

llartio,  Mr.  8.  C  on  the  Report  of  the  Comtmtlee  of 

Manuftotuvea,  1374. 

fntemaMnmiwremeitts,  151S,  1663. 

«ho  Twifl;  5393,  2453.  SrOS,  2709. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canat  bin,-30rj. 
Metcalfe,  Hr.  on  Internal  Improvemenls,  2580. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  biH,  3630. 
Mitchell,  Mr.  S.  C.  on  transporting  slaves  coastwise,  897. 

on  the  case  of  Marigny  D*Auterive,  909, 1015. 

ontheTarifr,3344. 
MSner,Mr.  on  a  resolution  in  relation  to  West  Pmnt,  1530. 

the  Tariff.  3050.  2347, 
iloore,  Mr.  of  Alabama,  on  deported  sUvsa.  1833,  1834. 

1835. 

4he  TariiT.  2207. 
Tennessee  land  titles,  2515. 
abolishing  tlie  office  of  Major  Oeii^ral.  2694. 
the  Ohio  Canal.  3742. 
relinquishett  lands  in  Alabama.  3763, 
Moocc,  Mr.  T.  P.  on  th$  TarifT,  2169. 

OD  regulating  judicial  process,  3651. 

Newlffn,  Hr,  p»  (h^  bjll  for  improving  Cfrtain  harliors, 

3556. 

Oakley.  Mr.  on  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Manube- 
tnrea  to  aend.  for  penoaa  and  papenu  868, 869, 
873.880,  886.  ™» 

Internal  Improvementa.  1698. 

R.  W:  Meade's  case  1963. 

OB  aboliahin]^  llie  office  of  Major  Ceneni,  2489. 
Orr.  Mr.  on  abolishmg  the  office  of  Major  General.  2488. 
Owen,Hr.  uf  Alabanuion.tlie  case  of  Muiirny  D'Auterire. 

905,  1119.  ^  '  ^ 

Indian  appn^attuns^  1541. 

deported  ahvci,  1813, 1831. 

Fnrcc,  Hr.  on  the  retrenchment  Bcaolutibii%  1330. 
miUury  appropriationa,  1535. 
Tuiff,  3356.  3357. 
Vol.  IV-e 


the  Vmprovement  of  certain  harbors,  3564. 
FhetpB.  Mr.  on  Indiaa  appropriations.  3494. 
Folk,  Mr.  on  the  Mobile  Court  Martial.  1036,  1490. 

rcUevingR.W.  Meade,  1600.1967. 

Tenneiaee  hod  tiUea,  3496,  3533. 3548. 

Bamey.Mr.  on  Reaohitioa  in  relation  to  Weat  Point,1531. 
OD  internal  Improrementi  1533. 
'   on  dMiiAing  the  office  of  Muoi^General,  3493. 

3683, 

Kanddlpb,  Mr.  in  relation  to  the  Stodc  of  United  Sletea 
Bank,  850. 

on  authorizing  the  Comndttee  of  Hanubetwca  to 

aend  for  persons  and  papers,  877,  886. 
on  the  caae  of  Marigny  D'Auterive.930,  989,1024. 

1039. 

4>n  Paintings  for  the  Rotundo,  940,  947.  948,  950, 

964. 

on  amending  the  Rules  as  to  Stenographers,  1001. 
on  the  Mobile  Court  Martial.  1040,  1043.  1043. 
Retrenchments.  1126,  1138,  1146,  U63.  1315. 

1377. 

RW.  Mcade*a  caae,  1967. 
Tariflr,  3038.  2353. 
Reed,  Hr.  on  Militia  Courts  Martial.  1501. 

on  granting  the  use  of  the  llall  Bepteaevtativea, 

1718. 

on  flie  Tariff.  2135. 

on  surv^s  in  the  Faoiflc.  3731. 
Kives,  Hr.  on  Retrenchments,  1380,1406. 

Internal  Improreroents, 1693 . 

deported  Slavea,  3475. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  on  Retrenehments,  1343. 

on  Naral  Appn^riations,  1508,  1509. 

on  Internal  Ifflprovemenis,  16M}. 

on  B.  W.  Meade's  Claim,  1916. 

on  the  Hint,  3579. 

en  the  <^ieBapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  3615. 
Sevier.Mr.  on  Indian  Appropriationa,  3493,  3494. 
Smith,Mr.of  Indiana,  on  Indian  Appropriationa,  1541. 
5myth.Mr.  of  Virginia,  on  RetrcneliMent^  1417. 

on  the  Tariff;  3304. 

the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ganal  bill.  3615. 
enlar^ng  tlie  powers  of  the  Corporations  within 

the  Dialrict,  3675. 
aholiahing  the  office  of  Major  General,  3676,3680. 

3683. 

Staiiberry,  Hr.  on  the  Tariff,  3119,  3184,  3711. 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  3613. 
Ohio  Canal,  3740. 
Sloane,Mr.  en  the  Mobile  Court  Hartial,999, 1000.  lOJl. 

1032, 1046,  1048,  1353,  1486,  1503. 
Stewart.  Mr.  of  Pa.  on  Uie  resolutien  in  relation  to  the 
United  Slates  Bank.  848. 
on  auihorizing  the  Ccnnmittee  w- Manufactures  te 
send  fur  penoaa  and  papers,  864,  873, 874, 876. 
on  paintinnfor  the  Rotilodo.  945. 
on  Retrenchments,  1148. 
Internal  Improvementi^  1516, 1661,  1693. 
the  Rules  for  printing  Documents,  1731.  1725. 
the  Tariff,  3176, 32^,  3334,  3335. 
the  Chesapeake  and  O'lio  Canal  bill.  3614. 
enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Corporations  within 
the  district.  3671. 
Spragu^  Mr.  on  the  NorUi  £utem  Boundaiy,  813, 814, 

815. 

on  authorizing  the  Committee  of  Manufeotwrea  to 

send  for  persons  and  papers,  883,  886. 
on  the  Mobile  Court  Martial,  1038. 
on  Internal  Improvements^  1510, 1511. 
on  Indian  appropriations.  1536. 
on  granting  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  Representatives, 

1717. 1718. 

the  claim  of  Hr.  Meade,  1819. 
uniting  the  waters  of  the  Jamea  and  Kenhawa  Ri. 
Tcr^  1938. 
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on  the  Tariff,  3050,  30J3.  3054»  2296,  2S0r,  2334. 
on  a  Report  of  the  Comiirittee  nf  Finuic^  ^16. 
cnlatgirw  the  powers  of  the  Corpontiom  within 

theDirtrict,  2672,2673,  2675. 
SteveOMD,  Ur:  from  Pennsylnuwi,  on  authorising  the 

Commutes  of  Mantifacturei  to  aeod  for  penont 

and  papers,  863,  866,  883. 
on  MilitliL  Courts  UartiiX  1505. 
Besolution  retpectinrStenonsphen^  1517. 
Tariff,  1756,  2246. 

in^^^V^roD  and  maoluiiety  for  BHl-ronib  iaty 

Ston^  Mr.  on  amending  the  rulea,  827. 

on  authorizing  the  committee  of  manuftoturea  to 

tend  for  persona  and  papera,  866. 
on  the  case  of  Msrigny  D'Auterire,  923,  1002, 

1038. 

on  pstntingti  for  the  rotundo.  932,  934. 
on  militia  courts  martial.  1468,  1502. 
(HI  naval  appropriation%  1507. 
on  the  Cherokee  Indians,  1593. 
on  Internal  Improvements,  1639. 
on  grantinff  the  use  of  the  Hatl  of  Bepresenta* 

tivei,  1700. 
on  Mr.  H«ade's  claim,  1916. 
the  tariff.  2031,  2045.  2306,  3697. 
on  retrenchments,  3157. 
on  Indian  appropriations,  3483. 
on  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  corpormtions  within 

the  district,  3671. 
Strong,  Mr.  on  amending  the  rules,  833,  834. 

on  authorizing  the  comnuttee  of  msQufacturea  to 

send  for  persons  and  papen^  863,  865. 
on  the  esse  of  Marigny  D'AuteriTe,  909, 
on  retrenchments,  1398,  3157. 
miliUry  appropriation  InU,  1537. 
tariff.  3267, 3697. 

abotiahing  the  office  of  Hn^or  General,  3490. 
Tenneaaee  Und  titlei,  3524. 
boundary  line  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  3550. 
Gontnventions  of  tlie  Rusrian  treaty,  2563,  3563. 
the  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  bill,  3660. 
Suthtrlud,  Mr.  on  the  esse  of  Marigny  D'Auterire, 

1054. 

OD  granting  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  BMnesenta- 
tivea.  17O0,  1703. 

on  R.  W.  Meade'a  claiffl,  1917. 

on  the  tariff.  3363,  3367,  3335. 
Shepperd,  Ur.  on  Indian  appropriatlona,  3554. 
Stengere.  Mr.  on  the  tariff,  2277. 

on  aboliahtng  the  office  of  Major  General,  2492. 

on  internal  improvements,  2576. 

on  the  Rev^tionary  soldiers*  Ull,  3603,  3661. 


Vance,  Mr.  on  retrenehmenti^  1331, 1^. 

resolution  respecting  stenographer^  t$l9> 

resolution  respecting  West  Pomt,  1030. 

military  appropriationi^  1533. 

bill  fbr  relief  of  Mra.  Brown,  3079. 

Indian  appropriations,  2484. 

internal  improvements,  2495. 

contraventions  of  Russian  Treaty,  2583. 

internal  improvement  a,  3576. 

abt^hing  the  office  of  Major  Generals  3678^  2679. 

the  Ohio  Canal,  3741. 
Tsa  Rensselaer,  Mr.  on  granting  the  use  (rf.  the  HsH  of 

Bepresentatives,  1699. 
Terplanck,  Mr.  on  a  survey  of  the  coast,  953. 

contraventions  of  Russian  Treaty,  3540,  2561. 
Vinton.  Mr.  on  internal  improvements,  1533. 

Indian  appropriatlonsi,  15661, 1568, 3481. 

tariff,  3335. 

Tennessee  lar.d  titles,  353^  3549. 
the  Ohio  Canal,  3741. 


Tali»fbm,  Mr.  on  deported  alaves,  1811,)  1813, 1614, 
1830,  1832,  1835,  2316»  2352. 
Taylor,  Mr.  on  amendiiw  the  rules,  836. 

on  the  case  of  Mangny  D'Auterive,  913,  1480. 
on  the  bill  in  relation  to  captured  AMcana,  956. 
on  retrenchments,  1128, 1134,  1146, 1400. 
on  manufactorei^  1274. 
on  militia  couru  msrtisl,  1497. 
OD  naval  appropriationa,  1507,  1918,  1919. 
on  the  tarUr,  3361.  2301,  2303. 
on  contraventions  o(  Buasian  treaty,  3561,  3563. 
on  the  revolutionary  soldiers  bill,  S596,  2661. 
Thompson,  Mr.  of  Georgia,  on  Indian  goveinment^  937. 
on  Indian  affairs,  1950. 
on  the  tariff,  2445. 
Tracy,  Mr.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to  the  ab- 
duction of  Wiiriam  Moigsn.  2644. 
on  the  revolutionaiy  officers  and  soldiers  bill, 

2654. 

Tucker.  Mr.  on  contraventitMis  of  Busrian  ties^,  3563. 

on  the  revolutionary  soldiers  hiU,  3598. 
Turner.  Mr.  on  the  tariff,  3437 


Wales,  Mr.  on  the  ease  of  R.  W.  Meade,  1963. 
Ward,  Mr.  on  deported  slaves.  1833. 
R  W.  Meade's  case,  1963. 
enlaiging  the  powers  dt  the  corpontiolu  Witfria 

the  District,  3671. 
abolislung  the  office  of  Major  General,  3678. 
Ohio  Canal,  3743. 
Washington,  Mr.  on  retrenchments,  1313. 
Weems,  Mr.  on  the  case  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  1113. 
the  bill  in  relation  to  captur«l  slaves,  966. 
the  Mobile  court  martial,  1043.  1043. 
the  bill  concerning  Washington  College,  148r. 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  West  Point,  1530. 
military  appropriations,  1525. 
Indian  appropriationa,  1565. 
granting  the  use  of  the  Hsil  of  Representatif^ 

R.  W.  Meade'k  claim,  1917. 

Indian  affairs,  194a   

bill  for  relisf  of  Mn.  Browti,  S009, 3081. 
Uriff,  3328. 
deputed  slaves,  3334. 
internal  improvemept^  3568. 
Revolutionaiy  officers  and  solders*  bill,  3653. 
Whipple,  Mr.  on  retrenchments,  1198, 1301, 1396. 
militia  courts  martial.  1494,  1495. 1505,  1506. 
navy  appropriations,  1508,  1930. 
internal  improvemenlib  1515, 1669. 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  West  Pt^t,  1590. 
bill  for  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  3085. 
White,  Mr.  of  Florida,  on  the  Georgia  and  Floiida  boim> 
daty  line,  1090.  1093. 
military  appropriatioM^  1537. 
Indian  appropriationi^  1537, 1588. 
land  eUima,  3380,  3409,  3738. 
Whhtleaey,  Mr.  on  the  ease  of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  911, 

1039,  1030^  1116. 

puntingsforthe  Rotundo,  947. 
militia  courts  martial.  1491. 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohw  Canal  bill,  3618. 
WtclFliffi^  Mr.  on  the  bill  tn  relation  to  captured  Ain- 
cans,  959. 

the  Mobile  court  martial,  999,  1031,  1033, 1046^ 
1047,  1353,  1374b  1498. 
retrenchments,  1271,  1275, 1506. 
military  appropriations,  1533, 1536. 
resolution  respecting  Cherokoe  Indians,  U93. 
Indian  affiurs,  1950. 
tariff,  3045, 3176, 2386, 3349,  S34& 
sale  of  public  hndi^  3051. 
biU  for  reKef  of  Mrs.  Brown,  3079,  2080. 
bis  resolution  Ailing  for  estimates  respectiiic  in- 
ternal improvements,  2133,  3190,  3197. 
denorted  slaves,  3314,  3333. 
Indian  appn^rtetioiu^  3484. 
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inttrnal  improreiDenti,  3576. 
Cbewpeake  and  OUo  Cana^  S603,  3036. 
enlaqinig  the  oorporationt  within  di^iitiiet^Tl 
WlSd§f  Mr.  on  the  OeorgU  and  Florida  bmndanr  Knc^ 

1091. 

the  Cherokee  IndUni»  159S,  1593. 
mternBl  improTementa,  1685,  1686^  1806. 
deported  lUret.  1833,2333. 
Indian  aflTaira,  1950. 
Indian  appropriation^  3483,  S494. 
the  ftmn  of  ecrtifteatei  retaraed  of  Ptendeatial 

eleotloni,  3640. 
the  tariff  3698,  2699. 
WilBainit  Hr.  on  Indian  goremment^  936. 
the  cateof  Mariffny  D'Auterire,  14S6. 
navy  ftppropriationa,  150r. 
internal  improrementa,  1648. 
aboSahing  the  office  of  Major  General.  3484. 
WinK  Mr.  on  a  canal  in  Michigan,  698. 
Wolff,  Mr.  on  the  UrifT,  3317. 

revolutioiiaiy  officer*  and  aoldier^  bill|  3651. 
Wood,  Mr.  ot  New  York,  on  the  rcMhttlon  in  ttiation  to 
the  United  States  Bank,  855. 
amendinje  the  nilea,  833. 
authorising  the  Comnuttee  of  Manubctiuoa  to 

■end  for  persons  and  papen,  877,  883. 
theeaacof  Marigny  D'Aaterire,  1056. 
intmidjngprotements,  151^  1533, 1814. 

Indian  appropriations,  3554. 
Wood,  Mr.  8.  on  B.W.  Mead's  eUm,  1696; 


Woodcock,  Mr.  on  paintings  for  the  Botando^  946. 

militia  eourts  martial,  1486. 

the  tariff,  1870,  3346^3381. 

internal  improTeiDent%  3577. 
Woods,  tb,  of  Ohio,  on  Indian  govcroments,  937. 

militia  courts  martal,  1498, 1501, 1503. 

Indian  approprktioMb  1539,  1548^  3481,  3483, 

3493. 

resolution  on  Indian  eooeern^  1939. 
Creek  treaties*  1953. 

Wtckfiffe's  rcMlotioiMmwtiiw  IntcnMl  iauim> 

ments,  3133,  3194. 
tariff,  3376,  3313,  3346. 
Wright,  Hr.  of  Ohio,  on  the  northeaMoiB  booadttjr,  SU* 
military  land  warrants,  861. 
authorizing  the  Committee  of  ManofiictureatONlld 

for  persons  and  papers,  863,  878,883. 
bill  in  relation  to  captured  AlHcans,  955, 960. 
the  Mobile  court  n»rttal,  104^  1486^  1498. 
retrenchmcnts,1155, 1191,1197,  1301. 1435. 145^ 

1457. 

the  roles fivprintingdocuments,l^,  1733, 1733. 
the  tari%  1797,  1635,  3131,  3199.  3391.  3305, 
3306,  3309,  3313,  3344^  3709. 
sale  of  publio  Unds,  3051. 
Wright,  Mr.  of  New  York*  on  the  tariff.  3045,  3343; 

3363,  SS4S. 

bin  fbr  rdief  of  Ita.  Brown,  3083. 
Internal  improvements,  3576. 
.00  enlaiging  the  powers  of  the  verpontioos  with- 
in theDiitiiel;  3670,  3676. 
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